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Chronicle of Events. 

January 1927. 
1 Jan. '2:7 Bardar. Jogendta Singh, Mr. l!anohnr Lal and ltalik FcH\z Khan Noon 

appoint<'fl Ministers by the Ponjab Government. 

2 Jan. 

3 Jan. 

5 Jan. 

6 Jan. 

8 Jan. 
]0 Jan. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

The Industrial Congress in l'a.lcoua-Seeond 'Day•s proccfflings-l[r. 
Birla~.s motion cond.emning the 18d gohl rates of the Currency Committce·s 
recommendation carried. 
An appeal for fund11 to raise an AJl-lndia Memorial of tbe Ll\lf! Sw:lmi 
Sbrndhananda issued from Di!:lhi under the signatures of Pundit Afn.laviy!'l 
and others. 

Mn.batma Gti.ndbi in Caicntta-In reply to Depreseed Clnss Stuclenta' 
nrldress the MaHatma ex.borted tbem to follow the teachings of late Swau.i 
Sbradbatumda who was a great !riend of the depressed claeRs. 

0p£<nin~ Day of the Third Reformerl Legtdativo CouncU nt Lnhorr. 
Indian Economic Conference in Calcutta under the pnsidency ot Mr. L. 
Tannan. 

First Ali·Indi:a. Women's Conference at Poona under the presidency of 
t.be Ma bnrani o[ B:nodn~ 

Arrival of Air Liner" Hrreules 11 at Karachi from London with tbe 
Secret-ary of State for Air and party on board. 

FJrst Sitting of the C. P. Connell-Sir S .. M. CbitnAvia ekctcd prcF-idcnt.. 

First meeting o[ the Tbird Reformed Bengal Lt!gis1ative Connell in 
Caleutta-Gover:cor'a ad•i~ss. 
Firat meeting of the Third Reformed Punjab Lrgisl:ttivo Council at 
Lahore. 
Government of India Press Communique announced that the pogitiou 
of lntliD.ns in Australia consittersbly improval by tho passing of amelioa 
mtory mcamrea by the Commonwealth Parliament. 
All-India PrnyPr tn memory of Swami Shrrulbananrla, 
First ml"et.ing of the U~ P. LrgisJative Council-Rai Babndo.r La1a Sitaram 
re-elected president.. 

11 Jan. do. C. P. Council-moti-on for ?ttinistcrs' s.-,tarit'8 passed. 
Tbe Indian DP.legation lrnve Cspe·Town to return to lcdia after the Round 
'l'nhle Conferl'llCc', 

]2 Jan. 
13 Jan. 

H Jan. 

16 Jan. 

do. 

dO. 

do. 

do. 

1 

Tbe Trial of Ahdol Rnsehid1 t.be &Ssass:in of Swami Shadbnnand:s, ~om. 
menced at the court of Special Magistratt-1 Delhi. 

The Round Table Conference completed itB Jabonrs in Cape.Town. 

Ffrst Sitting of the B k 0 kgislativc Conncii~KliRD Babador Khwaja 
M abomed Noor ekcteJ. presidtont. · 

Arrival or !Ir. S. &klat.vala M.P. in Bombay. 
A bdui Uasehid, the assassin of ~waroi Shtadhananda, commif.t.ed to Scll8icns 
nnd!1r Section 302 of tlle Pennl CoM. 

Oovernment of India. publishsd thne Important bill& embodying the Car· 
Jency Commlsl!ton's Itccommrntlationc. 
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17 Jan. '21 

do. 

THE QUARTERLY REGISTER [rEBRIJAi<Y l27 
Beng•l Council-Motion for Minietcr&' Salaries pasa<>d-Swruaji~ot motion 
rdut~ing the dcmnnd .rr)eelcd. 
Steel l'Jolcction Bill-Statements of ohiecls and r(MODB published by t.ho 
Government of India-prderent.ial duties provided for. 
Report of the Bombay Ba.ckbay Rf'cJaml\tivn Committee pnblishrd
responaibility apportioned on iU promoters. 

Opening of &be Lfgislathe Assembly in New Delbi-Mr. Patel re-elected 
l'rtsident tbe ne.zt da.y. 

21 Jaa. do. Pt. Nehru's adjourumtnt motion in the AiiembJy-Mr. s. 0. Mitra's 
dttention denoune«l. 

do. 

do. 

27 Jan do. 

Budget Seasion of the Burma Council opened by His E:cellency the 
Governor. 
Viceroy's inA-ugural addfi!ss fn opening 1.-he Legislative A.e.semb17, 
First meeLing ot the Madras Couneii-Governor~a opening Address. 

Tbe Steel ProtecLion Bill referred to a Select. Committee, 
Hindu· Moslem ftaeas at Patuakbali owing to the ru;sault on Satyagraha 
undertrial prifoners by a Mabomedan Jail Warder-Several persons 
iniu.red, one Moslem bting seriously wounded. 

M.adra9 Couneil-Mr~ S&tyemorU's adjournment motion disapproving tbe 
Government of India's aet.ion in sending buifan t.toors to China diJ.. 
allowtd b7 Governor. 

February 1927, 
B Feb. '2'1 Enrma Council-Resolution on removal of Sex#tlisqualification lO&t. 

Bodget cuts in 1924:-26 :-Sir Basil Blackct.*s Statement in the Assembly .. 
Debate on t.be retea&:e of B~:nga1 Detenus tn the ABscmbJy-Pt. Nehru's 
mot-ion reeommending_rele&Be or t.rtal of detenus passed .. 

1 Feb~ do. Select Committee Repo-rt on the Steel Protection Bill pl't'&ented to the 
AB«mbly. 

8 Feb. do~ Opening of the Council of State in New Delhi-Report of the Pdtlleges 
.Bnquir_J Committee submitted. 

9 Feb. do. Donna Councii-M~mbers of Home Uuh.•, Bwaraj and Nationalist parties 
walked out. In protest against. t.he ineulting reference of tbe Home Member 
to Revd. U. Ottalllll. 

10 Feb- do. Tbe International Anti-Colonial Congrtss at Bruuelle-'Mr. Jawhar Lal 
Nebrn's Statement on behalf of India. 
Kumar Ganganand Smba'a motion in. the Aesembl7 uTging withdrawal 
of Speeiallaws in Santhal PergRnas earricd. 
E. P. C, C. rtquieition meeting in Calcutta-adjournment motion carried. 

11 Feb. do.. B. N. RaHway Workmen)a Strike at K.haragpur commenced from tbla day 
-Firing by the Railway Au:r..iHarJ' Force on unarmed atrlkera 
Adjourned B. P. C. C. meeting in Calcutta-'' No confide~ce '- motion 
on the Executive carried by a Darrow mojority. 

14: Feb# do. Tbe Stee-l Protection Bill formally movtd in the Assembly by Sir Cbarlec 
!nnES-dl&enssion adjourned. 

15 F~lh do. Bills cutified In 1924-26 :-Mr. Graham's Statement in the AsaembiJ. 



l!AP.CH '27] 

16 Feb,. '27 

18 Feb. do, 

19 Feb. do. 

CHRONICLE OF EVENTS 3 
Atljourned debate on the Steel Biii-Mr, )febtn's mQUon to recommit th~ 
Bill to tbe Select Committee rejected, 
Fir~t meeting of Bombay CouocU-GovP.rnor's -opening Rddre&s. 
Ra1lway Budget- pres('-ot.-d in the Aescmbly. 
AdjournTd deba-te on the Kba.ragpur Strike. in t.he Assembly .. 

Heated ddHtte in the Calcutta European Association on a resolution 
censuring the Y. M. C. A. on its alleged political activities wbicb wu 
rass:e:d. 
Opening o[ tho New Burma. Legh lative Council-Mr. Oscar De Glanville 
elcct.ed President~ 

21 Feb. do. Text of tbe South African Agreement rcat1 in the A'*tnbly antl the 
Union Assembly-Anti~Asiatic Bill riropped-Rep11:ration in a new sarb
Union accepts education ~spousibilit.ies of Iw.iiaos. 
Steel Protection Bill passed in the Assembly. 

2S Feb. do. Resolution for the relenec of political prisoners carried in the Bengal 
Council by a bo~ majority. 
Discu~ion on the South Afrienn Agrement in tht! Council of State
Member&' felicitous spt:ech. 

25 Feb. do. Text of tho provisiQDB of the Indian Navy BiU pn$eDted to the Hoose of 
Commons. 

26 Feb. do. Annual St"Bsion of tbe All-India. Kbt1afat Confereneo at Lucknow UDder 
the Cbairmanehfp ol Dr .. Amari. 

28 Feb. do. Punjab Council-No-confidence motion on :Minfstm~ negatived for want 
of majorlt7 favouring leave being granted. 

March 1927. 
1 Mar. '21 The Str.el Protection BiB p!t.ssed by the Con neil of State. 

The Fjnaneial Statement for 1927-28 prescnt~d iu the Assembly by Sir 
Basil Blackett. 

2 Mar. do.. Hindn-Mcslem dislurbanoo in Ponabt\lia on the Sivaratrl Mcla arieing 
out of the Mobammadane taking <'XCeption to & Hind a SMktriOJI PartJ' 
passing bJ a mocquc-police opened fit'<l on tbc Muhammad .. \D& to disperso 
tbero. 

I Mar. 

9 Ma.r. 

11 Mar. 

Split in the Bengat ProTincinl Congress Committee-Rival fnctions formed 
owing to the Secretary, Mr. Sasmal's nrbitari!y closing op the Congren 
(offiee-Statemcnt& frum both shies issued-Mr. Srinivaea JyeDgar~a appeal 
for honourable settlement§ 
Civil Aviation grant for ten Jakbs paiscd in the Asstmbly. 

do~ D. &. 0. Council-Swarnjist censure motion on Ministers dcftakd. 

do. B • .t. 0. Council-~rinister't~ salnries voted. 
Annual meeting of the Caleatta Y. M. C. A. un1fcr the Biabop of Calcatta 
chnUenged the Etuopeau Association to sub&tantia.tc or witbdtaw tbeir 
charge!!. 
Second Reading of the Indian Navy Bill pfmed in tho Hoose of Com
moos- Labour moLi~n for rejection or the Bill defeated .. 

do. U. f, Couno.U-Swar<ljiat moUon for reduction of !4infsteJa' Salaries Jolt. 
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12 Mar. '21 

1T Mnr, do. 

THE QUARTERLY REGISTER [MARCH Z7 
Sov,..ntb SrFsinn of the Trn1Jn Union Congrr-Es at Ddbl under the Pre;i
tlnn~y or Rai &beh Chantlrikn rersn.tl~ , 
Routh African Indian Congress at Johnnne&burg oprn~l by Revd. C. 11'. 

~::;:f11Cooneii-ThreOJ Swamjiat motions ngninst Ulc Mioishy ddrntcd 
by nn overwhelming majority. 
Punjab Ctnmcii-Debaie on Minietcra' Sutarics-rl\luelion molion 
nt'!l:tti'V.c-11. 
C. P. Conncil-Ministtra' Salaries Vo!eil, 
Ddmfe in Union A£sembly on the So\lt-h African ngn::MDcnt cont.inuetl 
up to the 19th. 
Sir Sanksmm Nair's yemarltable rNo1utinn in the Counci1 or Slate rrcom· 
rncndinl! to tl,c novC'rnmcnt. to put off tho Reforms indefinitely until the 
Hindu·Moslcm cHfi't•lenccs wrrc ernnpoFetl. 
Parly 'M«tinp:s of Arft"mhty ~tc>mbf>n:: at. Dt'lhi heM to f'xehtHlP'~ views on 
tlJC dirrctitms in which moriilication of tbe ~xisl.ing 8yslem of communal 
reprtttnlalion wnF desirable. 
na.bu Slllindra Natb St>n, lrBtkr of Patn~kbali Sn.lyag!_:lbo, arMicd at 
D11risal t:nder Sn:::tions 101 t~.nd lH C'r. P. 0, 

18 Mar. c'lo, All India Youth Confcrrnca at Gnruku1} Hardwnr onder the Pruidcocy or 
T. L. Vnswami, 

19 Mar, do, Annual merUnf! of the Sovthcrn India Chamber of Commerce-Sir M. C. 
T. Muthin Clldliar prct~iding, 

2:0 Ynr. tk. :Met'lir.g of SO l'rominf'nt Muslim lcndrr~ at Delhi after a prot.rncted tlb•~ 
euesiun agreed to the im:t-itntion of j{lint clcctorr.trs under certain 
contliHons~ 

21 Mar, do, Mntllfts Conneil-MoUon o[ no.-c:onfidcncc in the M lnistry nrgntivcd
Swarajiets remainrd nentrnl. 

22 Mar. 

23 Mnl'. 

25 Mar. 

26 Mar. 

28 Mar. 

29 liar. 

30 llllll', 

11 Mar. 

do, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do, 

do. 

Punjab Hindu Sn.blu\ pnsst>tl l'efolot.ion denyiPC: tbP. Conl!«!llll focus sttmtit 
to reprt>~Wnt Hindn emomuni\:y in nl'l!oliation with Muslim organi~>atiorno. 
Home Ml'mber's Statc:>m~nt in tlm At:EcmbJy on tho re1enHl of :Bengnl 
•letenu-s-WboksaJe rrlrnsc dctriml'nltll t.n public ear• ty. 
Congresa Working Committee met at Delhi nnd discuescd the moslem 
proposals r<'ganling Joint. E!eetomte. 
Mr. ?ifob£'rly'a Statement in the BC'ngal Council on the conrUtional rclenre 
of Mr. B. 0~ BOS(' .. 

St11.nding Committre o[ tho House of Commons ort!crtd tbe tndinn Navy 
Bill to be reportt>d to the House for the tbird unding. 

Hindu Memb€':r1 of tho A~EcmbJy under Pt. !taia.viya coositJcr.ed tho 
:Muslim pr('posll-18 and }ajd down p:rineip}C'B a& the baFiS o( diE-tbPl'iOn~ 
Puujab Council-Motion iot tb0 rt'lroac of Sikh Gurdwnra Rdorm pri~ 
6oocra ca.nied. 

The Cent!rd Sikh Lcagnc oongratulnl&J the Mnhomcda.n lcru!ere in agrel'ing 
to tbe Jo1ot Electorate~ 

Finance Bill pa.seed in the Council of State. 

Mndras ?tlmdim Council Members oppoard Joint Elect-Orafo as dchimcnla.l 
lo the. political a.dvan~mrnt of tho Mo~lim Community~ 

l'IIndras 0Puncit-.Mm.1ras Univcn>Hy Act Amendment Bill int rodvecd bv 
lf 1', S. Satyamor~l. "' 
B~ndn~Mo1:1lt>m fraeas at L~l'kina (Sind} as the re~ult of a dispute betwt>cn 

ch
H:ndus and fdahomedans ovl'r tLo P*£uaion of a woman. and bu tbrt'c 

lldren. 

J~di_an Debat-e in the Rouro of Lords-Lord Birlt('nh<&l's mne}' ol Indian 
a lllr8-reluun~ oi Bengal detcnus involve murdcroo6 o~tngee. 

~~:~lorM~:Ung of the Bombay Y. M, 0. A. nn~et His Excf'lleney tbe 
v. 0 dwdt on tbcucellrnt humanitarian work of the Asrceiation. 
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.. A pl. 

a A pl. 

{ A pl. 

s A pl. 

6 A pl. 

1 A pl. 

8 A pl. 

16 A pl. 

17 A pl. 

19 A pl. 

20 A pl. 

2{ Apl~ 

25 -Apl. 

28 A pl. 

1 May 

'27 

d!l, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Public meeting Ia Madra& on t1a~ work dono by thq Congress t~:\fl1 in tbo 
Local Councii-Neut.ral policy of the Swamjists jwstifi£>d. 

llfahara9htra Provincial Congrns Committee mt!'etiog at Poona allopte<l 
rt'Solutioo supporUng the Joint. Ele!cWrate. 

Sin1l Muslim Leaders• Sta.tf'mf'nt on tbe origin of thn Lnrknnn. riot issuet\ 
-Hindus and Arya-Sa.maji•ts blamcrl for their &fl:grusive spirit:. 
Gurdwam. Central Board merting at Amrilear uri!P.d Sikh Cnt~neU 
m('mbers to nsign in protest ngnin&t the attitude of Gov~rnment in not 
rt•lcllsing wboleeale the Gurdwam fle[orm Prisoners.. 

Third Rrnding of the In,Han Navy BiJl passed in the House of Common!!'-
Labour aruendmcuta rr.j'!Ctat. · 

Knkori Consp!raey Case-Judgment delivered by tho Seafiiona Ju{tge at 
Lucknow-Tbrec sentenced to be hanged nnd one tnmspottcd [or lift. 

Sir Hugh !Stephenwn an:umcd omc., or the Governor of Bihar t\Dd Orfllf;R. 
1.taltarashtra Provincial Congrras Commir.tce meeting at Poona. ap~roved 
1>UJ!'~"1ions about Joint Ell.'ctoTate-Congrt>ss •honlcl not lny down any 
dt'finito ruiea (or tH~ acceptance or refm::nl of miniah·y. 

Justice Party meeting at Madras under the presidency of Rsja of PanGga,t 

Third KeraJ" Provincinl Conferr.nco at Calicut under the preaidency of 
Mr. D. G. Hornimq.n-Swarnjfst l'oHcy eril.icised.~ 
TI•;n~al ·Provincinl Confrrr"DC.1 at Mnjo (Howrab} under tbe pr~sidency 
oC ~Ir. Jngindra Natb Chakra.vnrLy. 
'l't·nth Session of tbo AH4(ndia Hindu M&basabba at Patn& under Ute 
presidency of Dr. B. S. Moonjet". 

Al!·Indi3. Shodhi Conreren\1C at Pn.tna-Tributes to Swami ShrR,lhananJa. 

Hindu venion of tbc Larkana rioting issued-result of prome.litation on 
the pn.rt of tbe Mnalims. 

Sikh members of the Punjab Council rc.signed in protrst against Oovcrn· 
mt>nt not yet releasing Uordwnrn Rdorm Prisoners. 
Dr. Moonjl!t~a adtlress at a crowded public m~ting nt Calcuttn.-He urged 
Hindo·Mua!im Unity to attain Swaraj but condemned tho Lucknow Pn.et. 

Benarcs Dt.. P"Htical Conference hrld. nt Cha.ubepur, IScnarea nuder the: 
Presidency of Sj, Gae.csh Shanker Vklyarthi. 

NBgpor Congress Committtc pas;ed ICl!OluUon to &tart Civil Diso~dienee 
against Arma Act. 
Second Reading of the Indifln Navy Bill pnastd in t.be HoUse of L'lnl&, 

May 1927, 
21 Anflhra. Provincial Congress Committee meeting at Brz.vada.passc.l rcao· 

lution calling on tho Council and Assembly members t.o re.s1gD for not 
throwing out the Minister&' Salaries and tbua viulAtmc tbe GaubaU 
resolution. . 
Punjab Provincial MosHm League mc<lting at Labore under the Pren· 
deney of Sir Mabomt!!l Shafi-Presi~rent enpported communal d.:ctora~. 
Smd Hind a Provincial C~;~nference at Sukkor under the Presidency of 
Ln.Ja Ll\jpat llai. 
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· 3 May '27 

i May do. 

T May do. 

8 Uay do. 

9 May· do. 

13 llfay do. 

16 llfay do. 

16 llfay do. 

17 May do. 

18 May do. 

19 May do. 

20 llfay do. 

2S llfay do. 

THE QUARTERLY REGISTER ~MAY '21 
Sikh·Uuslim Jiot in Ll\hore orlgJuating in &Ome Mualima irritating and 
insolting a Sikh woman~ 
Hfnda·M061tm riot at Somt while a procession with music in honour ot 
Sivaji Tercentenary was passing b7 a M.uajid-Tbe Cit;r »agist.rate wna 
eom~lled to oren fi.re. 
RangiJa !1&inl Cne-Judgment delivered in t.ho Labore High OourL by 
Juattoo Kunwat Dalip Singh oequittiog \he aecuaed Rajpal, tho publlahe_r 
of the pamphlet o[ tbat D::lme. . 
Failure of tho Compromise move In the D. F'. 0. 0.-matter referred to the 
'Efcctioa Diapute Panel o( &.he A. I. C. C. 
Kr. V. S. S. S.utd appoinLOO by tho Government of India 1\S the first 
agent iD South Atrica. 
n:viaiou &mong Muslim leaders in a special mooting at Patna on tho Joint 
Elcctorat£-somo aapporUll£ .tbe D!lbi proposals. and some opposing It, 

Mr. Spratt of tlio Briliah Labonr Party in a meeting in Bombay eaid 
I hat India was ripe for revolution-He urged on the Youlh of India to 
lead the Congre&tl, 
The Ne\v Asin.tlc Bill embod1ing tbe terms of Lbe South African Agrte
ment introda~d io tbo Union Anembly. 

Inrormat Conferences in Bombay under the auspieca of the A.. I. C. C.
fulurt! policy and prClgrtunmo ol tbe Congress as well as the communal 
qntatinn formed the sobj'!eta of long disouaaion. 
Bangalore Citizen&' address t.o Mr. Sastli on the avo of hi& departure to 
Sou.th Africa._ 
Second AnuuAI General meeting of the Burma Indian Cba.mbcr of Com· 
merce bold at Rnngoon onder the Presidency of Mr. HDSBaiu Hamada.ne-
Curr~ncy ddlatioo UrongJ1 oritieiaed. . 
All India Congra~ Committee and Working Committee meeLioga at Dcllit 
continued till Lbc 18tb-11eaolution ou. Hinda·M.oalim Unit)'" palied. aftar 
a heated debate. 

Mr, Suba.ah Cb. Rosa rel-tased uncouditioually by order of the Govern· 
ment of Dtnga1. 

4-0th day of KRkori Prisoners hunger strike aa a proteat against Jail 
trratm~nt. 

Congress Working Committeo approud of the conduct. ot the Congresa 
Party in the Mndrft& Legislative Council.-
Deugal Provincial M.Qjlim Ccnferencc a& Barifal-Sir Abdnr Bab.lm 
denn.uncing Bengal Government re.. tho Kulkatl sbootlDg. 

Ln.boro Riot Cue comm-.nced-8 Sikhs charged with murder and unl~w
fola.nembJy. 
In the Lahore Hfgh Court tho appeal of A'brlul Raschid', the atltg~ 
murderer of Swami Sbradhananda diami&aed-deatb &ent.cnoo confirmed. 
Nagpor Batyagrahl'll proee~;&ion with drawn aworda continued--daiJJ' 
arrtsts and sentence .ci voluoteeu. 

Manifl'lto h&W'd b.)' )tr~ T,. rraka&am and four otben in t.he Nllliomzl HvllW 
qae-&tioniDg the lt g:~.lity of tbe rnolution of the Working Committee u 
-regafds tbe Madras Swsrnjists and declaring it ullnz llir•s. 
Joint met'ting of tbo Indian community in Capo Town paned resolution 
offering Mr. Saatri tbtit whole--hearted wcJcomr,. 

~4 Ma1 d~ AU Benga.1's prayer for tltc recovery of Mr. Subhas Cb. nos,. 
llr. Awarf, Lt'a.der of Lbo Nagpur Batrag.rabi't, arreettd. 

26 Ha7 do. ·Annual (:!:eneral mecti11g of the Indian Mining Federation in CaleoUa
Cbalrmau'a pest-imittic note on coal trade. 
Edinbnrgb Indian Alleocialion1a proleit agninst excla&ion or Indiana from 
dancing haUs and l'a1taunmts. 
Op::nlng of the lntcrnntional LaboRt Conf~rence at Oen~Vfl under ~he 
Preatdcncy oi Sir Atul ChaUerjt't", 
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Mahat.mn.,s vi~ws on S. C. BU~~e~s nlt.:uK-Gcvonmrnt.'to cowardly act in 
relcaamg a dymg man. 

28 !lay do. 

so l!ay do. 

Sl May do. 

Dr. Moonjoo &ervcd w!lh lloti~ in Snrat proh.ibiUng him lrom attending 
or addl'ft.ftmg n.ny public m~:eting-Dr. !!.!oonjee defied the order. 

Annual meeting of the. K&raobi Y, M, 0. A.-European A&iocialiona' 
cU&rgea refutal, 

Ann~al meeting of the Indian Communist Party at Bombay. 
~nbbc meeting at Madras undl'r the Presidency of Mr, S. Satyamurll 
ducu~~&ed the IJombay A. I. C. c. decision aud o.lter events. 

June 1927. 
1 June '21 Split in the Soo.th Afr-ican lntlian CongrePs-Trasvaal'a final eceesaion. 

Rt. Hon•ble Mr~ Srinivara Saatri !eft Simla, nfter oonvcrsationa witb the 
Viceroy, en route to South Africa. 

2 Jane do. Indian Dt'bate in the Honae of Commons-Earl Winterton's speech on the 
Bengal detenus &nd the Sta.tuLory Commission., 

3 Jr.ne do. Requisition eigned by 89 membus of \be A. I, C. C. forwarded to-the 
Pretident of the CODgre&a to coov~:ne fpecial A~ 1, C. C. Besiioo, 

' Jnno do. Mr. A.warl, leader of Nagpur &lyagraba, sentenced to tour 1ennl rignroua 
imprisonment. 

5 June do. Crowded public meeting of Hindas and Muasalml\ns at Delhi ondtr the 
presidency of Dr. Ansari who pleal1iug for communal unity expained the 
significance, soope and meanir~g of the n,)mbay Pnct.. 
Mr. 8. C. Bose's reply lo Earl \\.intetton•a Ep<ech denying that he and 
ot.her detenua were tried before two J udg~a. 

6 June do. The Cotton Test-He Tariff Boart\1
11 Report and the Government of lndia1t 

decision thereon pnblisbetl-Duty and bounty tecommended but O.overn· 
ment l'f'jectm both propouls. 
Sind Provincial Hindu. MaLasn.bi.Ja at a meeting accepted the principle 
ol Joint El£ctorate. 

10 June do. Seriona Bakrid dot at Dh:aport, Pntna arising out. or the slaughter of a 
eow by a Muhammadan.. 

11 June do. Lahore Mabomedan lndet1s r!epntation to lbe Governor to present thclr 
views on the n BangHa Rasul" Judgwent-Governor'll sympathetic 
attitude. 
East Godavari Conference at Amlapuu.m untler the PrCifde-ne1 ot Mr .. 
B. G. Horniman. 

13 June do. The Servant of India Bociely nnnlver!lary celebration at l'oona-Hr. 
Devat.ibar'a Tribute to Mr. Sastri, 

16 Jtme do-. Dt>sbandbu Day observed U1rongbout India wiLh tecUng reiercnce to tho 
sacrifice of the ilhtstriout deceased. 

16 June do. Batyagraha through disobedience of the Arme Act be-gun at Madura
Volnnteere wi'h drawn swords marching in prooe~ion through s'rceta. 
Foundation !!tone ol t.he D.u Alemohal laid in the Shahnagore Burning 
Ghat, Calcutta by the Mayor amitbt 60lemn scene£1. 
Tbo Congreu Arbi~ratio-n Bnard'a Award in tbe Bee gal Congr~ Com· 
mtttee Dispute i&iUed-Doth Executive' ebou!d cease to exiat aod a new 
Es.!feu.tive (Oim.cd. 
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17 Jane 

20 June 

21 Jol18 

2S Jane 

26 Jone 
2G Jane 

27 Jone 

28 Jane 

so Juue 

'27 

do, 

do. 

do. 

do, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

D~bJte on India Office E"Limatea in tbe House o1 Commona-Mr. La.na
hur,•a redaoUon motion rejected. · · .. . 
All India Hill·owner•' Conference in Bombay protested again•~ thO.· 
Government of India's tefosal to grant protect ion to the mUllnduetry. 

The "Muslim Outlook n Case-Editor and Printer aentenced by the 
Lahore High Court on tho oharge of eontt.mpt of eonrt for attacking the 
fmp;nttAiitv and honesty of Jutico Dallp SJngh who dealt with tho 
s. Rangila Rual'• cate. 
Second 1\<Adlog ~ the N<'W A•l•llc Bill poeaed In the Union .AsscmblJ
Dr. Kalan's concession to Tn.ntvaa.l. 
'ibird Readii:tg of the New Asiatic Bill paBBed in the Union AAembly. 

Freeh election in the B. P. C. 0. he1d In pursuance ot the Albitratton 
Board's award-A new Executive formed. 
The- Bangila Raanl Caae-Hindu Yaba-sabh&'il tclt>gram to the VIceroy 
protesting againat. Lhe patronising attitude of the Punjab Goye~ 
towards the motlem deputation. 

Eebo or the Bangila Raaul Judgment-Maolana Mahomtd Ali .. article in 
' 1 Hamdard" demanding from Gov-ernment tbo promuJgnUon of an ordi· 
nanco making the offence of insulting prophets, aaints and other persons 
held sacred acverly punishable. 

H&rtal Rnd monster meeting of Moalima at Delhi to protest against the 
. RBngila Rasul Judgment-Judge's resignation dcaunuled. · 
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PROCEEDlNGS OF THE \VORKING COMMITT£E OF 

The Indian National Congress. 
;It~ (olloliJinq is a Summ!Iry of the_ Proreetlin.1s _of IITa,·kinJ Col!wu*Uee u:!Jich met 

at '£-y lfnhai. Hotel, Bombay, otl Ute lvll1 ... llug l!J2 1 mli il11! fvllmemg flags. 

1~ 'fhe minutes of the Ja:~t meeting o! the Committee h.:IJ at D..;!lhi :on the 21st 
:?.larch 19"2"7 were confirmed~ 

2. (a) The followin~ accounts were passed:-
(i) A.LC.U. Otfice accounts for Alarch and April 19-27 ; 
(ii) Trea..•mrer's Office accounts up to 30-4-27. 

(b) The Committee OOIHiUered the stutement ~iving details of the c:.r-markcd 
funtls lying with the Treasurer and ndoptec.l the foUowing resolution :-

''Resolved that the account 1-e es.r-mnrkcd fund~ nnd the pnrpos..::s for whieh 
th~y were car-marked be examined ami th11.t the Pn.-sidcnt b~ Mkl.Xl to tak<J ucc.;3sary 
netion thcreon.n 

.. 3. The Hindu-Moslt;m quest-ion was then t~.kcn up. The sug~tionfl r~ra.rdin,!! 
]otut cieetorate; etc. v:htch were m:u.lc by the l.iussalmnn lcaJers• mt..>eiin•" !lt DcllU on 
tile 20th March were considered and the followllt ... f "'l>ort ood r.:solntion; were ev<.•n· 
tu,uly adot>tod by the Committee for bcing placO< hc ore the A.LC.C. :-

Report. 
At the forty-first s~ion of the Indian Nt\tional Congress held at Gauhati, the 

foUowing rcsolu.tion was unanimously p!lSScd :-

u'fhis Con~:;;g Cftll~ upon the \Vorkin~ Committee to L.tke immOOi.:..Lt;e stC'p:i in 
oonsult~tion w1th Hindu ruul Mn..<;ss.lmsn lend.rrs to devise mcasur~ for Um removal 
of the pri!Scnt deplora!>lc ditll;;rence:; l>ctwren Hindus nnd Mussalm!ms and submit 
thcir report to the All India Congreas Committee not bt:..'l' than the 31st l\Ltrch 1926. 

"'And this Cvn_hrrcss anthori5£"3 the All India Congress Committee to is:me net.~ 
iu;;trnctions in that behalf to ull Con~smen in the country and take sueh other 
stctl3 ~ it may deem fit after a eonsidcmtion of the snid report." 

In pursuance of this resolution, the Working Committee at its in£ormul mecling 
hdd in Cnlcntta on the 1st. Janunry resoh·cc..l that the llre"ident be nutboriscU to 
cmtvene a conferenc,: of Hindu aml Mohammada.n members of t!1e Legislative Assem· 
bly nml the Cottn('il of State in Ddhi at the earlirst opportunity to consider ways 
nntl m·!:tu3 of prom"tjng Hindu llusljm unity. The Pr~id~nt of the Congrcs3, before 
('011\"Cning such a conference, rut him!idf in communiention wttb. leading members of 
tllC A q:sembly nnd the Co unci of State in Delhi as well as other import:u1t C<Qngrcss 
lcadct-s, 

'l'he Prcsitl;,mt found it more feasible to carry on sep:tmte consultation :md discus
sion with the Hindu and :Mohammadan members of the Ceutml I4;islnturc ns n 
}}relimiu:t.ry to a joint consultation and to tJut end, he invited Muslim me:nhers of 
the Centml Legisluturc and few Hindu friends to a oocinl b'llthering whit~h was 
rdponded to very L'Ul."t~ly by them ; and ther~ ·was a full and fnwk presentation of 
the point nt issue on behalf of t..lte Moluunmadnns by )lr. Jinnah nnd other memlx>rs 
of the Assemhly o.ud memben of the Counril of Sktte-b..'lSCd on the resolutions of 
the Muslim Icigne at Delhi in Dct-emher Hf16. 

The Pr .. :sident of the Congn.>s-1 subseqm11tly nttemlt'<l a ptbering of members of 
the Assembly :md other friends who repr~ntcd the Hindu ~:1bhn point of l'it.'W ruu1 
learnt from them the point of \'iew of the ~ put forward bv t1u·m. The P"'('gitlcnt 
nlso visited Atigtll'h, Muttra nud otl1cr }llaccs nw.l acquainted himself with t~ vit.•w.s 
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of both communities on the important questions in dispu~ 1111d afterU u;~ pre&,minary 
steps th.., Working Committee re3olved to conv~ne a me2ttn~_ of A n a ngrcss 
Cominit~ referred to in tlte resolution. on the 20tlt of Mnrcn 1927 for tbo Eurposc 
of eongiderinO' the ~ort tluit the WorlcinfJ' Committee expected to prC3ent. t '~.: 
however foufid that m consequence of thco budget sessions. in ma~t of the Provine~ 
CouncUS mMY members of the All Iudia Congress Comnnttoe ,vera unnble to ~e In 
Dclhi a.:d as the disenssions with the Hindu nnd Mohnmmndnn I~ oont1~ned 
·without nny definite conclusion being rctlehcd so ns to enable the Working. Comm1ttee, 
to consider the matter and place their proposals. hefore the • AU Inili~ Congte~S 
Committee the meeting hnd to be postponed w•til the Working Comlllltlce oould 

do :fi:· the mmntime, there were important informal conferenc<s held of tJ.tc. Hindu 
members of the Con!!reSS party in the Indian Le!tisln.ture whoso conclus1ons were 
communicated to the Working Committee in view of similar conferences held among 
Mnbammsdans and of the Committee of the l\luslim Leagne. 

On the 20th March, however, certain important Muslim leaders met and nfter_long 
and anxious deliberations, decided to put .forward spoeific proposals on the Hind'!
Muslim problem for the BCCeEUutee of the Hindus nnd of the country, nnd oornmum
eated their desire through Mr. Jinnah that the Congress should consider and agree 
to the saitl !kir:~sals. 

The Wor · Committee which met a do.y after those propoaals were !made,_ _resol-
ved "that the oommittee ootdislly appreciates the decision arrived nt by the Muslim 
Conference to acecpt the institution of joint electorates nll over the country with 
reciprocal conCE:SSions in favour of minorities and appoints the following SutrCom
mittre to discuss details with representatives of the Muslim Conference and of the 
Hindu community :-

Sub-Committee :-Ml"!!. &rojini Naidu, Pandit Motilnl Nehru, Syt. Srinivasa 
JYcngar and ll1aulnna Mohnmsd Ali." . 

Tho Sub-Committee np~nted by the resolution subsequently met nnd hnd various 
discussions nnd it was decided that the \Vorking Committee should meet and 
formulate its conclusions after discussing details with representatives of both 
03mmunities, and hns since recch·cd commnniC!ltions from sevcrn1 conferences on 
this maltor. Among thesc arc the resolutions of tho Hindu Malta Sabha at Patna 
!"'d the resolutions of the Mnbarashtra Congress Committee, which have appcnred 
111 the Press. 

Tho Working Collllnittoo have also had tho benefit of full and frnnk discussions 
with important Mohammndan leaders here in Bombay, yesterday, nnd opinion was 
g<>ncrnlly in favour of the aereptnnce <>f the Muslim JlrGi>OS.'Ils. After considering 
an the matorisls pl!Wed before them 111ld having hnil discussions with lending 
members of the Hilida and Moluunmnd:m as well as other communities. the WorkinU' 
Comtnitlce resolved to rcoollllnend to the .All Iudia Congress Committee the fullowing:..=: 

Resolutions. 
_The W <>rking Com~ttoo haying considered the proposals made by representative 

MW!hm leaders who met Ill Delhi on the 20th Mnrch last, ns well as the opinions of 
other lerulers and representatives of both communities, is of opinion :-

(1) That in any future scheme of Constitution, ·so far ns representation in 
the vo.nous l~latures is eoncernOO., joint electorates in all tho provinces and in 
the Central Legislature be constituted. 

(2). The~ • with ~ view to . giving full assurances to the two great oommunitica 
that .ihcn" . IOI(ltunate mtcrests w!Jl be safeguarded in the Legislatures, for the present, 
nnd if ~caired, such !"'P!"!"'ntation of the communities sh<>uld be scenred by tbe 
rcseryation or seats 1!1 ]Omt electorates on the basis of population in every prO\•inco 
and- tn the Central Legislature ; 

. ~vided that . reciprocal concessions in favour of minorities including the 
Sikhs "! the. Punjab mny be mnde by mutunl ngrecment so as to give them re
presentatiOns !11 e3:ceBB of the pr~portiou. -O~ the numbe.r of scats to which they 
would he ~titled on the popnlD.t1on basiS m nny provmce or .Provinces ; and 
the 1}rol!Ort10ns so agreed upo~. for: the provinces shiin be ma.intn.mecl in tho re
presentation of the two commuruties m the Central Legislature Irom the provinces. 

-.(3) n.-The proposal mndo by the Muslim lasders tbnt reforms should be in· 
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troduecd in t-he N# \V. F. Prorlnre nnd British Riluchistnn on the snme footing: 
ns in other provinres is, in the opinion of the Committre1 a fnir and rrn..._~nnble one. 

{3) b.-The proposnl thnt Sind lll10uld be aepnrnt!'d from the Bombay p...,.;deney 
nnd <'Onstituted into n separate province is one whil:·h hns alrendy been ndoplcd in 
the Constitution of the Con~cs5 on the prindple of the ?edistribution of provinC'es 
on a linguistic basis and the Committee is of opinion that the proposal mny be 
given eftcct to. 

(4) Thnt in the future Constitution, lihertv of consdenoo shall be ~ranteed 
nnd no legi~'<lature, ~ntrnl or prm·ineinl, shall have power to mnke nny laws 
interfering with liberty of eon5eienec. 

"Liberty of eons('ic-nre" means libcrtv of belief and worship, freedom of 
religious observances nnd :~:c;sodations and freedom to r-fl.rry on rcli.!dons education 
nnd propa:..,randa with due regard to the feelings of others and without interfering 
with similar rights of others. 

(5) No Bill,- Resolution, 1\fotion or Amendment r~rding intcr·eommnnnl 
rnntOOrs shnll he moved, disrussed or pn.qgcd in nny Lcgis1nture, CentmJ or Pro
vin<"ial, if n. three-fourths majority of the mcmhcrs of either community affeeted thereby 
in that le;cislature oppose the introduction~ discussion or passing of snl'h Bil1, Reso· 
lution Motion or Amendment. 

'1Inter-Oommunal Mutters" means matters n:rrccrl upon ns such by n joint 
Standing Committee of both communities, of the Hindu and Moslem members of 
the legislatures concerned, appointed at the commenecm:mt of every session of the 
legislrltnre. 

The A. I. C. C. npprovcs nncl adopts the Report of the Workin~: Committee 
on the Hindu-Muslim question nnd the recommendations contained therein tmd 
calls upon all Congress organisations t.o take ncccssn.ry steps to have the said 
rccommcndntion earricd out. 

4. The question of frruning a const.itution for India was then bronghi up n.nd 
after some discussion the meeting was adjourned. 

The (hmudtlre met agaln in 1/.·e Tr.j }.fa!Jal Holel at 8-30 a.m. on lhe 
16th. Mm1 1927. 

5. The letters rceeived from the Punjab, Andhra tmd Tamil Nadu Provineial 
Congress Committees cxpressin.a: inability to TYIY their quotns to the A.I.C.C. were 
"onsidercd. Tho Secretarv wns asked to make a further effort to realise the amounts 
due from these and also from other provinces. 

At this st.ng-c a deputation on behalf of the Hindu residents of Sind headed 
by Seth N nmindas Asambcr waited upon the Committee to plend ngninst ~he 
separation of Sind a~ rontcmp1ntcd in the proposnls ~rding Hindu-Moslem un!ty. 
After hearing tho d£>putntion, the President explained how the separntion of Smd 
improved the position of Hindu residents thereof. Thereupon the deputation left. 

8. The question of frarnin~ a C'<mstitntion for Indin. -was lij!ain tnken UP: and 
nftct" full discussion the followin~ draft rcsoJution was adopted for being placed 
beiore t.hc AU Indin Con~ess Cominittec ~-

"The A. I. C. C. calls upon the ·working Committee to frame a Constitution 
for India. in oonsultntion with the elcct.cd members of the Centml nnd 
Provineia) Legislatures rutd other leaders of politic.al parties, and plnr.e !he 
same before a special meeting of the A. I. C .. C. with a view to its adoption 
by the Congress at its next session." 

9. Pnndit Jawaharln.l Nehru's note on the Congress of Oppressod Nations 
ht"Id at Bntsscls was ne..~ tnkcn up nnd the following draft resolution for the 
A. I. G. C. adopted :-

"The All India Congress C'ommittec records the report of Pnndit Jawnhnrlal 
N chru, representative of the Congrt'Ss .at the International Con.,-ess ~inst 
Oppression nnd for N nt.ional I ndCpcndcnec held nt Brussels in February last, 
and expresses its high appreciation of his services at the Congress. 

This Q)mmittce npprccintcs the efforts that nre being mn.de by t.he Len,:nto ~nst 
ImperinH~m and for Nntionnl Independence founded by the said Con~ess to 
secure the independence of all suppressed nations in the world and rcsolve<J to 
recom_me~d to the Congress to give support t.o the League as nn a.ssodntc 
orgnmsalton. 

Under the rules of the Lc~tc, nn associate orgnnisntion is an o~nisation 
whleh does not agree wholly with the programme and activities of the League.) 



12 lNDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS . [ .EOJI!BAY 

10. The Committee discussed the Chinese situotion ond r.solvcd as roll~· :
"The All India ('ongm;s Committoo a68ures tho Chinese people of 1ts full~t 

sympathy in thrir strnggle for freedom,- condemns ~h~ Gov~mr~t of IndJ:! 
in despatching Indion trooP. to China and demands thar unmcdiote mthdrawal. 

11. At this stage· the rommittoo. considered the ""''?lution on the ~~!!JlUT 
Saf:yllgnilia, notire of whkll l>nd l'ttll g1ven by Mr. B. Rn)a I:ou. The dec!s!On of 
the Committ<e was that the ro;olution he not supported in the A. I. C. C. 

J2 The question of Lnbour orgnnisation was disnlPEed nt lenl!lh by the 
C<>mmittcc whiCh e\•entaally adopted the following draft resolution to be placed Ldoro 
the A. I. C. C. 

"The All Jndin Congress ('ommitlro call~ upon the y." orking C:ommittcc to 
orgnnise rural nnd urban labour in the provmccs, to appomt organiSCTil for the 
pnrpese and frrune general regulations in this hclmlt • 

13. The Congress disputes in llrngal wcre t!>m tnkcn up .• Dabn lloJrndm 
Prasad informed the ('Ommittee thnt efforts were- being made to amve at en u.nder
standin,. between the ri\'nl pa.T1ics in Bengal and that. there lT('IC hopes of an r.nuenblc 
settlemc'nt. The mooting then adjourned. 

Tlto Commillcc 1net ogaitz, at 8 o'clock on tlt.c morning of flte lith May 1927. 
14. The first qu.,.tion disrusscd was unity between the different J>nrties in the 

Con;uess. !rlessrs. KcJknr and JayaKar, Dr. lioonjc and Meesrs.. Dhopatknr and 
Gokhale attended at the &l'COml mvitation of the }'resident and participated in the 
discussion on the subject. 

In the rot~rse of discussi<m, Mr. Prnkasnm'a rerolutiont notice of "hkh bad 
bern S<nt to tho A. I. C. C, was considered nnd the C<>mmtltec det'ided not to 
support it in CtlSC it was held to be in order. Similarly, it wns decided tl1at the 

·resolutions sent in bf Messrs. f:nmbnmurti, Pmtnp Cbandm 6ul:a Roy,_ M.K. 
.Achorya and Annnpurmah be not supporltd in case they 'O'cre held to be in oracr. 

15. The ro!Olutions rosscd at tho Kcralo Provinoisl Conference forwarded by 
the Kcralo P.C.C. were recorded. 

16. Tho resolutions n:commmdcd by the 1\!al:nrnsbtm P.C.C. rarticulnrly those 
:relating to unity in the Con~& were considered. Mtcr eome discussion the question 
was adjourned for furtltcr consideration.. 

17. At this stage Babu Rajendm Prosad handed in an appliootion si~<d by 
mt'lllhers of tho A. I. C. C. from Bengal rq>rrsenting both the <antrnding rnrtics, 
reqursting that tho Bengal disputes ho nfcrn-<1 for final decision to Messrs. N. C. 
Chundcr, Ill:. L. A., Amarrndranoth Ghose, M. L. C., and .Akmm Khan. On this 
_appliention the Working Committee F&SECd the following draft ro;olution to be plaud 
before tho A.L C.C:- · 

''The All Jndia Congress Committee IT801vcs that the llongal Congrrss dispnt<B 
be ref~rrr:d for final dtcision to the following arbitratcn suggEsted in the klter 
dated 17th l\lay 1~27 nddrosard by (1) :Mr. Pnrshottam Roy, (2) Mr. Eunsh 
<:lmndor Das, (3) Mr. Rnjkumor Chakro<arly, (4) Mr. Baaantakumor lllnzum
dar,., (f>) Sytn. Hcmpro\·a l\l.nzumdar, (6) 1\Ir. Gbiyasuddin .Ahmrd, (7) l\lr T. 
C. '!08\\"ami and (8) Mr. l'tatap Chnndra Guha Roy, 
Arbitrators :-lllr. N. C. Chunctra, M.L.A., Mr. Amarendranath Ghosh M. L. C' 

BDd lllr. Akmm Khan". The Committee then adjourned. ' 
18. Wbe!' the .A. I. C. C, rose for relrn!hmcnts at 4·30. p. m. on the 17th nn 

emergent meeting of the mEmbers of the Working Committee th<n pT<£<nt wns held 
nt 100 Congm;s )lonee •'!d the following drnft nsolution was adopted for being 
moved as an offiCJal ru;olntion before the A. L C. C :-

"'Ihc All Iudin Congrus Committee apprcciatO! the ~al of tho Hindustani 
s~, ... Dal to send an Am.bulan<e CoT}'s t~ China and aJ>pesls to the country to 
g~ve Jts n:oral rmd motcria.l t:upport to th1s humanitarian work-to tend the wcun
BDd the Stek. 

"Tho A. L C •. C. ealls !'pon .the AU India Board of the said Dal to take all 
necessary •I<J>B m eonncctwn wtth the dcspach of the proposed Ambulance Corpo". 
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The Commilce met again in the Taj-Malml Hotel at 2-30 P.M. on the 18tll. 

Na!J 1927. 

HI. The apt'J1lication of P~ndif Snnt!tnam, President of the Pnnjab P, C. C. for 
n grnnt of Rs. J,(l(X) wns commlerctl nnd tt wns resolved thnt Rs. 1 5(X) be mh·nnco:l to 
t-he Punjab P. C. C. throu_gh its President, Pnndit &mtrumm, ns ~ loon on condition 
that the nmount be returned by Fehntary next. 

• 20. Bnhu Rnjcndrn Pmsnd's application nsk:ing for n grnnt of Rs. SC0 to enable 
hmt.to meet ccrt.n.in outstnnding demands in connection with the last year's general 
election C..'itpenscs m B~har wns placed hclore the Committee : the Committee resolved 
that the Secretary be nuthori~ed to pay the amount, funds ]>crmitting out of the 
balnn('C of the C'..cntml Publi!'itv Funds. ' 

21. The draft rn1cs forwnnlcd by Mahatma Gandhi ~rdin,:; the habitual wcnr 
of Khaddar were placed be£ore the Committee and it wns re;olvcd that the issue of insa 
truction on this matter be postponed till after t.he Pn-sidcnt's consultation with 
l\Ia1mtmaji.. 

2'2. The AU India Congress Committee's resolution on the N~n-pur Satyagrnh.a was 
nc.xt taken up nncl th~ following resolution was ndoptOO :-

uR~lvc<l, in pursuan!'e of the A.I.C.C!s reso-lution on the Nngpnr SaJY.ngrnha, 
th~t. Syt. VaUabhbhai Pat:;! be deputed to study the situation and submit a ieport in 
a fortni,!!ht's time. 

2~. Discussion on the quctltion of unit.y or co-operntion between the 11arties in 
!he Congress was resumed. Dr. 1\Ioonje was spccinllv invit-ed to be present. The follow~ 
mg formula was considered a.~ n formula of co-opeition, not of umty between parties 
to the extent co-operation wr.s possible consistently with the Gnuhat1 resolution :-

"While adhering to th~ principle of non-acceptance of ministries by Con~P.man 
the Working C-ommittee rcc.ommemls that the Conmss party in the Coundl should 
co·opcrntc to ,:riYe practieal effect. to clauses (<-), (d), (e-) and (f) of rcsolntion V of 
the C'rltnhati Con~r'CSS in Pro\'incial Legislatures where mmitttries have been or 
arc likely t:J be formed by Rreponsi\-ist or Independent Congressmen." 
The Committee ron!;idcrcd the mntt.:!T fullv nnd unanimously arrived at the formula 

Mn~~tined in the following instructions issuCd to the Congress party in the scvcrnl 
.l..egtslnturcs. 

uThc \Vorkinl!; Committee ]t('rcby instructs the ConJITCSS pnrty in the scvernl 
Prorin<'ial f.Rg~Iaturcs that the:r duty under clause (a) of Resolution V ·of thn Gnu
hati Con:;:ress is to pr-cYCnt the ftmetionini! of dyarchy 88 such wherever rossiblc nnd 
~~ not in!Jmse on th('nt the duty to ddcat a ministry if the result o such Rf'tio~ 
I~, m the Judgment of the p:trty, likely to strengthm the bnn-nn('rncy or any anti
national p:nty Mel is further of op:nion thnt it is desirable for t-he Con~ Jltuty in 
the SC\'ernl lcgi:daturcs to t'Q·opcratc wit-h other parti£S for the purpose of earryi~~ 
out t.h~ poli<·y nnd progrnmmc bit! down in clauses (e), (d}, (c) nnd {f) of the saul 
resolutiOn. 

2-1. The question of the C.ongn'Ss JY.Uiy's conduct in the Mndrns Legislnth'C C.oun<"il 
·was tJn~n e-onsidcrt'<l m• l\Ir# 8nrni Vnukntacha1nm Chclty the leader, had ru;kcd for 
instructions. He nnd )fr. 8atynmurti, deputy lender of the ]l:lrl}"t were prcs('nt during 
the discussion on this mnttcr. ..After hearing them~ the Committee adopted the follow
ing resolution :-

"Having hcurd all that lms bern snid pro nnd contra the rondud of tho Con
b~"' Party in the J.Iadras Conn<il, t.l)e \Vorking- ("ommilte:! is convinced that the 
party has done nothin~ in<"onsistcnt. dther with the ultimate object of the ConJ.."''~s, 
the attainment of Swnraj, or y.:-ith the spirit and letter of the Gauhnti resolution ns m 
its judf-'lllcnt tltcrc was no probttbilitv of wrecking dynrcby in tlmt prO\·in<"e nt that 
time, hut tbnt on the other 1mnd dci1c all tlmt lnV in its }>OWer to prevent t1Jc e:trcn· 
thening of the Unrcauern<·y bv mcuns of an nHirm"ee of the bnreau<"rncy with a party 
\rho$C avowed poli('y is to prOmote eo:nnnuudism nml to repress nationalism for the 
purpose of securing' office nt the hands of and as a fnyour from, the bureaucracy. In 
so fnr ns it has SU('crcdcd in doing this, the 1\ir.dms Conn<-il Party deserves the thnuks 
of the Congr('SS nnd the countrv. nut the \Verkin~ Committee would nt the same 
time m.nkc 1t pcrlet·tly dtnr thit in no ensc shall the pnrty in the Counril rce-ort to 
surh <'O-opcraticn with the .l\Iinistcrs ns is not permleE=iblc under dnuscs (e)-(f) sf !-he 
Gauhnli resolution nnd shall always work for a fn.yourable opportunity of dcstroymg 
tlynrc!ly. 
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BOMBAY-15TH MAY. 1927. 

The picturesque panda! apecinlly conEtructed for the pnl'JlOSC on the ground 
of the Con""""' House at Bombay was fully J'l'Cked with dcl~tcs .a'.'il visitors wh'!" the 
A.I.C.C. o~ned its session on the loth :r.In1 at 4 P.M. with }lr. Srimv~'!" Iyen~r m tb

1
de 

chair. Owing to ·want of spncc the bu~ erowds tbnt were~ wrutmg outstde eon 
not g:nin admission. Long before the eommtttce met~ members . m group~ were seen 
infornuilly discussin~ the Hindu-!Ioslcm questions mth ~t mtercst. Those present 
included, Mr. Srimvasa Iyengar, Pnndit Motila1 NebiU, M!5. Nnidu, Mcs~rs. lf. R. 
Jayalmr, N.C. Kelkar, A Rnntmswnmi Jycu-. Mahomed Al1, Shnuka~ Ali, ~udr 
.Ahmed, Dr. lloonji, D. V. Gokhale, T. Praknsrun, K. Snntanam, Ra]Clldm. rnum , 
Mnthura Prasad T. C. Goswnmi, C'TOOrge Joseph, _ Pothnn Joseph, Gnun"Bhnnknr 
l\Iisrn and S. N. Haji, Sir Puru~otamdas Thnkurdns, Alcssrs Shoo ~nd Gu]>tn, 
M. K. Aclurrvo Seth ('...ovindns, Jarnnadas Dwarkadas nnd B. G. Homunan, who, 
clad in Kha(Jdn; dhotic nnd a shirt, receivod nn ovation as he entered the panda!. 
Proceedings o~cd with a chorus of '"V andc liotamm" sung ~ two Mnharnshtrn. 
fdrls. Mr. Snnivase. Iyengar then delivered his inaugural address laying stn:ss on 
the need for unity in the Cnngress ranks nnd urging the ecccptance of the Jmuah 
oouferenoo propoSals. 

· In his preliminary address Mr. Iyengnr Sllid: The meeting had no more 
important subject to deal with thnn the question of Hindu-Muslim unity and nfter 
years of trouble and strife he thought it wtll! possible to see a rny of light. For 
the first time after many_ JCflTS leulint: M:ussa.Irimns hod shmvn a rCol desire to Jny 
the foundation of natiorull life on rolid lines. He had rome to the conclusion that 
Jlropostds now famous in the History of IndiA as the Delhi proposals represent.-
00 the earnest and anxious desire of tho Mussalman friends to co-opernte with the 
llindus. W11ntevcr t-hrorcti("al ohjretions there mi~ht he t.he Jlroposn1s offered a. 
'""'is fur what might be regarded as a safe compromise for the present and as lead
mg ultimat-ely to perfect nationnliam. 

Discussing various clauses in the prop<?snlR, Mr. Iyengar said very little objec
tion hnd been raieed to the population beSis. Nobody could seriously object to tl!e 
North West Frontier- Provinces having the same rcfonns as other parts of the rountry. 
IAln. Lajpat Rni's objcetion to reforms in these provinces on the ground of tbe 
('xist.ence m them of the Ji:rgha system could not be rrgnrded ns very serious to ne. 
Re could not understand how the Jirghn syotcm could be bott<!1'e<l and how under 
the reforms it could be nny worse. As fur the separntion of Sind, the Congt'(.'Ss 
could not object to it as it had ~vcn its support to the constitution of the provinces 
on n linguistic -bAsis and when :Musnlrnan friends a~ to the t!epnrntion on its own 
mcri!• Hindus could not have any objection to it. I do not think by being in the 
provmcc of Bombay Hindus get more protection now nor is there anythin_g to show 
th_nt ther.e will be less protection if it is separated. When joint electorate is mtroduccc.t 
Wi!h a vtew to the. development of nationalism it wiU be ~ng the question to 
thmk of eommunalJnterests. \\'"e must demand the formation of lin~istic provinces 
in India in. nc;.eordance with C!Ur Confie:Ss scheme. At any rntc ('{)npe.ssmen mn · 
hnve no obJection whatever to 1t. We ;bouid ~e to n formula of rc14o.Ous freedom 
ns a fnndaincntnl law of the constitution and il.lso to tbe convention that no jnter
commuAAl matter shall be taken or discussed if it is objected to by three-fourths of 
members .bel~ngin~ to any particular community in tho l£g:islntive Council in which 
the question JS rmsed. , 

I ~k communnl unity will be more cnsily es!nblished if JlOlilicnl unity in the 
Congress IS nlso brought ab_Out. I would SUb"geSt that the A. I. C. C. should ronvoke 
Rn .A!58e:nbl~~mpcs00 of 1tsclf ns well as the elected members of the Centra] nnd 
Provmcml !!tln.~u:cs for ~e pu~ of settling a constitution for Jndin and for 
the purpose o .d~smg ennet1ons bmding on elected members of the legislature in 
rase tbnt ~nstitntJon JS not a~ee<! to ~ the Government. The Committee should 
tal..'"C defint~e st~ps. for the OI"gnl}ISnhon of rural and urban areas and starting of mass 
movement m dtstnct.s nnd provmecs. 

With reference to the grievnnccs on which there is the most feeling difference 
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'lmong th~ Con!!(e35mcn eulmin~ting in the running of riwtl org:anisations it is rc:!' ~:re:l 
that the Wor-kin~ Committee should 00 specificallv iuvc.<Jtcd with powers to dCclare 
which are l"C!l.l COf\,OTeSS organisations and wltich · nre not and to Cft.'<l.te special emer· 
gent organisations where there is negligence, default or rebellion." 

Resolutions 
1. G.!....VDHIJ11S UEALTU. 

The President then put from the eha.ir a motion wishing spt'(.'Jy 
1\Ir. Gruu.lhi to eunb1e him to continue his work for l.udin and the workl. 
was unanimously carried. 

2. JIL.'lDU .MUSLnt. U:SITY. 

recovery to 
'Ihe motion 

1\Ir. A. Rangnswmni Iyeu~r, Geneml Sccret:uy, tltcn rcruJ. n report of the 
Working Committee on Hindu-Muslim unity. 'l'he n-port referred to the Gulili.-l.ti 
rewlution on t.lJ.e subject nnd the President's activities in carrying oonsultations nnd 
discussions \Vith Hindu ami ]tluslim leaders and bodit'S. It n.!so referred in detn.il to 
the tu.·tivitics in Delhi both by the Hindu nnd Muslim members oi the Ventral Lqris.
laturu prior to ruul after the Jinnnh Conference Jlroposal.i on the question of n joint 
elcctor~tte. After rcitemting the \Vorkin,.!! Comnuttoe's nMlntion on the question in 
the middle of l\larch when a Snb-Comm~tt.ec wns appointed to b'O into the question 
the report went on to say that since then the Commiltro bnd the benefit of the 
opinions of various bodies and men induding the informal conferences tlillt had beclt 
m-eeting in Bombay since Thursday. 

TNE WORKING COli:MlTTE.H.'S RESOI.UTION. 

After considering nil the materin1s }Jl::t('ed before them by all bodies ira·!uding 
the Hindu 1!b.hnsablui1 the \Yorking Committee resolved ton:commend to the A~ I. C. C4 
the following:-

1. Thnt in any future scheme of {'Oustitution, so far ns reprr&utntion in the 
various legislatures ts concerned, joint electorates in o.ll prov.in;."CS nud in the Central 
Lcgishture be ronstitutcd.. 

2. Thnt wit.h a view to give full a:>sumnees to the two W'ffit communities th..'l.t 
their le:".;itimatc interests will be sn.feguartlcd in the lCb>islat-urcs for the present and if 
desired, sueh rC"prcscutation of communities should be secured by rcst-rvntion of seats 
in joint electorates on the basis of population in tn.·ery t>r-ovincc nnd in the Centrul 
Le~risluturc, provided that redprocal concessions in fa\'our of minorities, including 
Sikhs in the Punjab may be mndc by mutual n~ment so ns to give thl.'m repre
sent1ttion in e..xecss of the pro:portion of the number of ~rots to whi<·h they would be 
entitled on the population bmns in :my provinec or provin{-es and the propm:ions so 
ngreed u~n fur the pro\·inres sl~ttll be mnint!lined in the representation of the two 
commumties in the Central Legislature from th~ provinecs.. 

3. (a) T"ne proposal mude by the i\Iuslim lenders that reforms should be intro· 
duccd in N. \V. F. Province nnd British H..1.Juchistun on the sume footit:g as in other 
provinces is in the opinion of the Ccmmittec n fnir aml reasonable one. 

(U) The proposnl tlmt Siml should be sepnrntc-t:l from the Bombny Presidency 
nnd constituteti into a sep;trntc provinee is one whit·h bns nlr<'ady been ndoptcd in 
the constitution of the Congress on the principle of n.>distrilmtion of provinces on n 
linguistic busis and the Committee is of opinion thnt the proposal mny be given 
cnt .. {:t to. 

4. Thnt in the future constitution liberty of conscience shnll be gunrnntecd mal 
no lCL!islnturc, central or provincial, shall haYc the power to make any laws iutcrit•Jiug 
with )iherty of conscicttct'~ Liberty of con~CI:ec means libc11y of belief nnd worship, 
fref.'dom to carry on religious educntion nntl prornf.-~uula with due rcg&rd to the 
fccliugs of others nnd withOut interfering with similnr rights of othen:. 

5. No bill, resolution. mot-ion or amendment rt:g:.1rding intcr~communnl matters 
shall be moved, discussed Or ]lusscd in nny legisbturc, cmtml or prO\-ineial, if a three
fourths mnjoritv of tltc members of €it.her community nffixted thereby in that le;:is
lature is oppos(;d to the introduction, d~cussion or passing of su(_·h hill, resolution 
motion or nmcndmrnt. Inter-c.!Ommuual matters mean mutters n;,t"rccd upon es sm·h 
by u joint stuudlug committee of both. ~mmunitics, of Hindus und llos1cm mem~t'J:J 
of the teg~slntures concerucd, and nppomtcd at the commencement of every scsswu 
of the Iep:tslnturc." 

Ou behalf of the 'Vorking C-ommitt(e Pundit l\Iotilnl NEHRU w11o received sn 
O\'ation moved the following resolution: "The A..I.C.C. np])fO\'CS and adoJJ1.s the I'CJK>C~ 
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of the 'Vorkin~r Committee on the llimlu-Muslim question .au<~ the recommend::t
tions rontain~ therein ilnd ca.Us on the Congress orgamli:ttJOns to take tb.~ 
ncc2SSB.TV steps to have the said recomm~ndRtions cat:ried out". . 

In 1\tovin!T the resolution Pundit Mnttbl Nehru ~;,ud thut nny arrungemcnt. of this 
elmr11etcr- mUst be based on. the prin<'iplc. of ~i\·c an.d take ns .every .com})romiso 
mrist rep~nt the agr~cd wtsh ?f ~h~ parh~ to the ~mpromtsc .. l'ou cmuwt 
expect it to coniorm entnely to md1ndnal vtews ~f lxxhcs or partt~ eon("crnt>tl. 
He a~eed it was not the ideal nrr.mgcment, hut h:tvmg re~rard to nil ctrcmnst:.mt-cs 
nothinO' better could be devised which could remove the present unfortunate communal 
tcnsim~ Whatever the intentions of the fr:~mcrs of t~e Vclh~ proposals ":ere th<;Y 
were to take it a.<; the report of the '\Vorkm;; Conumttl'c wh1d1 hnd cons1dercd 1t 
in every aspect. He denied it wns the intc11tlou of the l\Iuslizn fricnt.ls that n price 
should be paid by Hindus for 8eC'urin:! 1\lnslitn" assent to joint clectorntes. The 
Workino- Committee had considered each p:ut of the proJm;al a.c; an imlependt·nt 
one amfif one part was not n{·ccptable to the members they shoutd express their 
di~pproval of that part nlone.. There was only one point on which there wns w:-ry 
stron~r feeling on both sides and that wus the scp.1mtion of 8hut The frelin~'B were 
kl.,~ on a consideration of the ndmiuistratiYc mul finnud::~l (lifficultit'S of the 
question. Looking bllCk to the pw;ous history of the qu'2'Stion it had ne\-er been 
stated thtlt the s:"unmtion of Sind would in anv wav aftt'Ct the Hiutius a.dver,oely. 

On .t~ other- hand distintrUished lenders Of Siitd lmd in the pn"t cxpre.;scd thcir 
disapproval of Sind hcin~ tieJ to the chariot whe...-l of BombaY. The que-tion had 
~n !l.Skcd : If the scp;trntion of Sind should be :l)..'TC«i to bcc.·u"use the ( 'ongro;s bad 
:h..jven its nvprovnl W the etlnstitntion of pro\·i.nccs an n lin.!.i.·uistic b:tFis, why not 
extend the proposal to other provinc-es nl~ ? His nn~wcr w:JS that they W('te not 
c.onRitlcring ·the J...'Cllcral oonstitntion of India but onlv th~tt p~trt of the constitution 
which nlteeted the question of Hindu-muslim Unity mid thcrforc thcv ne:'"t1 not J...>U 
into the larger question nt thi~ stn~re. As for the financial commitmcilt~ of Romhn.v 
in Sind ·in such projects M th.e Sukkur Barrage, it wns ouly n m.nttcr of book cntrV 
nnd the Congr~s wns noteonccrnetl now with it. It w:1.;; the roite..>rn of the Govcrnmcrit 
n.nd th~! Cong-ress need not allow the ronsiJcro.l opinion of the mcmben to be 
uiiCcted by these considerntimts. 

llrbu llijei1dm Prasad form .. 11.Uy seconded the rcaolutiou. 

Andhra Oppa;;ition 

1\Ir .. V.IS\VA~AT.~AN moved nn ~:iwndmcnt to Pundit M,)tilnl's motion m<'.r{'Iy 
appn;ctatmg the S])~nt pf tJ:e _Ddlu pr<?pc~11ls ma~i! hy the :d.(u81im~ nnd rcih•mling 
the Con~ C~mmtttecs li~tth m the l!tme!pl_c of J?mt dc-etornte and in 1hc Jlriuciple 
of the thstn_bu~ton of. pmnnces on a lmgtustlc ha.s1s mu.l JlroYiding for the indusmn 
or these prmc1plcs. ~n :my ftttt!rd ?l'itm_ne of Swnmj for Intlin. 1\Ir. Visw:mathan 
averred tbi:!t. the artgmal resolution 1mphetl the acc ... ·ptunce of the Uovnl Commis~ion 
itnd cmmmtt~ the _eonJ...;ress to the nt·~ptmwe ~f n poJiey of tnlitng part in the 
f~ture. clcct10ns tilio. So far a~ the mtr<Kh.tchon of reform11. inN. \V. Ii'. ami 
l.kJuchista!' was . concerned he n.u.w.l : W\!re they :1sk.in::{ for t!1e smne reforms tlley 
were fighting ug:;unst to-day r 

Another Amendment. 

Mr. NBIBAKAR W<\.S n.~saileJ. on all RiJe1 w.hcn he rose to move the st:rond amend
ment ,.C?" the grount.! that he wns not wennni! khaddnr n.•• pC<r Ganhuti rC"solnl ion •. 
lHr. N!!nbaka.~ nsscrtmg thftt he ~·as, the P~ident pcrmittC'd him nmi.lst l:mv;htRr 
to ;ondnnc. fht> spcnk:t'r ~aJd tha~ 't wns not fau to rome tfl any nnderstnnding nnd 
2'~'\tlt'm<:nt_ when Lata l..n}Pilt R:.u nnd :>-tmdit Muln:-iyn,. the ]t:'ftders of the Hindu 
Raaha, l\:Cre not. t.bl!re. They .had nleo to h~r m mm11 that ll(>ither the Mmdim 
I~1.c !lor the Klubfat Commtttcc, the two rcspon;;;iblc bcdics of l\loslcm opinion 
would g1Ve any lead on the lllfttter. 

11r. ANSARI who w~s wcll r~ivcd cxrlai'?OO why the Pill~dit's motion ou(l"ht 
to ~ nct't'pted. To the m~;mment tht1.t the Dellu prop-n's <11"d 1 ot te f ·' - "b' "M l bod . ])r. A . . "" · 1 emn.nn rom n 
)~~tf.~~ ~ f os em t Lt kr. Jhl~n sm~ th:tt the i\fnslim Lf.nJ!lte nt Do•lhi and the 
~ t.: ·t • n cr('nce n. U(• -now nu nppomtcd conunitta>s to confet with the h:•nder,:; 

of the stster commumty and find out w!lys and meanf:l to 1 nt • 1 d t th · 
frirn<lh· l"(>lslions between the two gr~t ~ommuuiti<S T.IIC D )!h" aJn~ ('I.ll.. c? f e Un.· 

th. It f th t 1 · . '-'· • t: l mn:UI on en~IH't'! wu» e r.csu o ose wo re:;o u~ons nnd Jt would 1.Jc therefore unjust to dub those 



resol.utiong of Delhi as unropr.)Jontative or irrJl.~On3ible. Olnti.nnin~. the Doetor 
ndmtt~ that ~van U:l\'f' the_re w~\.'i a boJy~ of Mn«!tlm:m~ who pbc~ faith in e&}>:\· 
mtereprcsent:~tton nn.J spootsl s~t3 i but 1t w.u to end thi'i th:t.t the Jil1no.h Conference 
m!lde the prop3s!\ts which were ~nt to end this m:!nt~ily4 They should' not forget. 
that with very few exceptions all Muslim l~el"S of all creeds and s~tions attendcc.l 
the .Tinnah C .. mfl!renoe. "Take it from ma", continued Dr. Ansarj. "that th~ of \li 

who pre:i3ed. for this unanimou:; dccisi()n had an uphill fipoht. It is a greo\t vktoty 
and you shr:>uld re\lisa that nJ s\Crifiee ia too grest to brin~ about such a con'!Unl· 
mJ.tion. It is equit:a.hle, honourable and patriotic and I req~est and appeal to you to 
under:~t:md th:tt the apirit that pervaded the Jinnab Conference was nothin~ more 
than one of give and taka.u AmiJat cheers Dr. Ansari revated his appeal ~for the 
aeeeptance of the propos!lls. 

OTHER AlmNDMENTS 

Mr. S. C. Das then moved an mnendment which banned the A. L C. C. to ,.,. 
fmin from expressing nny opinion on the subject of the introduction ot Reforms in 
Baluchistan and N. W. F. o.s the Cougreoo bad not expressed any opini<>n thereon. 
The motion was duly: seconded. 

~Ir. Rajkumar Cbakmvarthi wanted that the resolution should la)1 down 10n.e 
definite course in regard to the question of music before mosques whiCh was at the 
root of all troubles. 

1fr. Sriniv..,. Iyenj!1lr. ru;sured the members that the problem W8B en~ng the 
attention of the working committee. One part of the resolution which wos riRO 
had been placed before the members for their acceptance, namely, the question of 
joint clectontte, but the question of music before mosques was not ripe for iliscussion. 

ltlr~ Satyamurfi gave enthusiastic support to the resolution* He was sure it 
represented a. distinct ndvance on the Lueknow pact in nt least six different dircc~ 
tions. He expressed the opinion that the ioint oommittee to be appointed according 
to the resolution .to decide \vhnt were communal questions should be np}X_)inted' not. 
at tl1e beginning of every sessionJ but at the beginning of every Council,. since jn 
the fonner ease members would not be entirely free from a spirit Of rivalry engcnd· 
erod during the session. · 

Mr. Jagakar, who entirely supported the resolution acept in two points, moved 
an amendment which wantkd to add after the clause advocating refonns for N. W. 
I<'. nnd Bnluchist!lll a proviso favaurin/( the refunDing of the judicinry and other 
things in tlte provinces so as to hnng them on a par with other prov.inees. 
&.1)lrlning this .amendment, :Mr. Jaynkar snid that unless ru~ and regulations in 
respect of the judiciary, law of evident.'"e etc., in these provinces were brought upto-
datc the reforms would be defeated in their .PurpGSe. · 

Mr. ?.lahomed Ali and Shwaib Q.uereshi suggested that instead of mnl<ingJt a 
provi~ llfr. Jaynkar might make it an additional obligation. Mr. Ja~nlw:.,decful<ll 
to da 1t. 

Continuing, Mr. Jaynker said that the ohjwt of his motion wtlll to compel. th<> · 
bureaucracy to yield its valued rights. Coming to the clp.use favouring the separa
tion of Sind, Mr. Jayaknr moved nn nmendment in the follo\\'ing ~ords :-"&pam~ 
tion of Siml should be considered and given effect to as J?.arl of a -complete sch~nc 
whereby the entire country will be redistributed on a linguu;tie basis." · 

lUr. J"nynlmT thought thnt it would be wrong to crca.tc an im~rcssion that thc..y 
were sacrificing SinU for the Bttkc of other provinces. Just as. m the case of the 
rendition of Beror they raised a hue and c;x against the pro~ unless the Bcrnris 
favoured it, he should say that unless Sindesc favoured it Sind should not be 
separated out he was rcnsonable and knew that there had been a nation-wide 
demand for sepnration ·Of provinces on a linguistic basis. T.herefore he would 
sultge!t that under this clause other pro\inCCS 8hou1d also be encouraged to attain 
their ideal. The speaker paid a tribute to Pandit JIIotilal for the wonderlully. 
statesmanlike way in which he mond the rl'SOlution nnd o.ppealed to him to accept 
his amendment which really covered the spirit of the resolution. Mr. Jaynlw: 
repeated what 'be bad ~':"•dy Stud nt D.clhi that the M_oo!cm pr~posnls W"!" .an· 
improvement on tho cnstmg order of things and also..rmtera.ted his apprec..tatlon 
of the spirit in which they hnd been made. . . . 

In opposing III:r. Jayn!mr's amendment Mr. Gomam• declared that Smd bad alwaya 
been regarded ns a acpnmte entity nnd there wns no evidence that S~dese had any 
bitter feeling against Scpamtion. The resolution did not propose uny comprehensive 
scheme for the whole of India. It was simply an an&\Ver. to Muslim proposals. 

3 
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The principles Inid down in the resolution woulJ _form part o~ ~he future ~onstitu~ 
tion of India.. He finnllv appealed to m~mb~rs to shck to the Oflf!'llml rc.,oiuttou. 

Mr. Joglckar opposed~ the resolution on the ground that the reforms which Jrmntcd 
fr nehisc only t.o about 2 per cent of. t.bc Iu~inn populltt.ion w~re sought to be 
es:n ended to other provinces. He was enttrd~~ :w:amst such an cxtcnsum. 

tMr. Shweih Qureishi supported the resolution. The only }JOint of difference was 
the sepamtion of Sind, which a section reg-11rdd n.s n. sacriHcc. Even if i~ w:t.~ n 
::;ncrificc. he urgt.,>d that it wru~ worth ID!lking for the sake of unity nml Swnraj. 
The conlmittcc then adjourned till nc..'rt day. 

SECOND DA Y-16tlt, MAY, 192 7 

REFERE:SCE TO MR. B. C. DOSE 

The good news of Mr. Subhn.s Chnndm Bose's rclcase wns referred to by 1\rr. 
Srioivnsa Iyengcr, President of t~c Congress, in openiug th~ prt>et"L'tlin;..,"S of ~he 
A. 1. C. C. when it reassembled thts afternoon. llimnbers rt.>et-'1\'t..'l.l the news wtlh 
che.m;. nir. Il~cngnr said he thought the rdease w:u; unrouUition:tl and hoped that 
llr. nose wou d soon be restored to health and he nhlc to take up hi::i former 
activities agnin. ~-lr~ Iycngnr was sure that the members of the A. I. e. C. fully upprc
cin.t.ed Mt\ Bose's mnny s:.tcrificcs n.ml the manly spirit wit.h which he rcfnseJ' to 
accept the conditional offer of release made by the Government. rrhcre W:l.'l not 
much to be said, said llr. Iycng;:1.r, I'C1r-1.nling the fK'tion of the Government in this 
respect which was most tartly aml t,rrudging~ esp.xially as there were other dctenus 
still unreleased. 

Before rcsuminrr discussion on Pandit :M:otilnl N c-hru's resolution accepting the 
'Muslim ofibr a member from Bengal re<tuestcd the President th..1.t the press rcp:)rtcrs 
should be wnrned n:,.minst misrc-porting: the prOCl.""C\linf .. •'S of the Committee. He rcfered 
to an instru1cc in which the Free llress hntl rcportt>d that there wt•re two optwsiug 
sections among: the members from lll•ng:tl nml U. P. nnd one of these scdious was 
refused admission to the proceedings. It was an cntirc!y false report. The Pre;ident 
npp~led to the pressmen to Oc fuir nml impartial in their repo-rts. 

snm MElrBER'S SUPPORT 

Discussion on the resolution before the house was then resumed. The first 
speaker on it was a member from Sind, Haji Abdulla Hnrun Jntf0r. He Rnpported 
the Pnndit's motion. He referred nt length to fo;ind's attempts for over thirtr ymrs 
to get separntcd from Bombay and also rcenllcd ~Ir. Harichandm Vi?.hinda.<>' llCth·itics 
in that. behalf. As a hm~dmai!l of . Bom.bay Sind lu1d no mlvnnta,!.."t" •. Th~ F:peak:cr 
nlw satd that he nnd his fncuds m Smd hml recently ngrced to the mstitution of 
joint electorates. 

Mr. Goorb'C Joseph asked the PrC3idcut if there was any truth in the rumour 
that a compromi'ic h!l.<3. h~n arrWcd at betwe~n Mr. Javnkn.r and the \Vorkinoo 
Committee. The Presid~nt replied that in the absence Of :.\Ir~ Javnkn.r he could 
~~-~ . 

:Mr. Dc.-;hmukh then moved nn amendment that the proposa.l to separate Sind 
might be given ~fleet to uc<?nseq.~umt ~n the satisfactory working of the joint clL-ctomtc 
sy&tcm to be mtroducerl m Smd simultaneously with other provinces in accortlancc 
with the Congress constitution." 

PANDIT NEHRU ON A COMPROMISE 

Pandit Motihl Nehru alludecl to Air. JOseph's interpellation nnd said that the 
\Vorkiug: Com;IDttec !tad e-onsultations with Dr. }-[oonjc and :Mr. Kclk.1.r and 'tho.~c 
of Alr. Jaynkar s _party m the absence of Mr. Jayakur. In Mr. Jnya.kn:r's nbs.mwc he coulcl 
not say anything bnt he understood that a compromise WM ncceptnblc if 1\Ir 
Jnyaknr \\'_ithdrew .the ame-ndment.. The Pandit wns. agr~blc to amend the 8iuJ 
clau~c of h1s resolutt~n so as to adm!t Amlhrn -nlso lx>m~ <-<Onl'l.tituted int-O a separat-e 
provm~ and !A> ndmt~ of ot-her provmCC3 foHowin;; suit. The llmtdit, in reply to 
!" questt<?n, smd that It wns open to the house to decide the questi-on then nnd there 
1rre:>pcct1vc of Government. ' 

MR. BAMTIAMURTlfi~S ..UIF~DME..~T 

1\~r. D .. Snmbnmurthi t~tcn moved another amendment virtually putting off further 
con:nderntiOn of the questiOn. 
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. Mr~ Snmhamurr-hl's amendment called upon the A.I.C.C. to postpone considern.· 

~ hon of the l\lustim proposals since .Muslim organisations, which hnd met nftct' the 
proposals were published, lmd not ratified them and the bulk of Hindu opinion 
l1ad not cxpres~ itself in favom· of them. :i\Icanwhile the Working Committ{.'C 
should 00 authorised to strive to bring about mutual understanding ftnd harmony 
bctw.cm tbe two commtmities. Air. Snmbamurthi declared that the proposals secmeU 
to h1m to base been framed with nn eye to the prospect of giving e .. ·idem·c before 
the Royal Commission. If the country made up its mind that they should not go 
bciore the Royal Commission but should determine the cause of Indian freedom 
themselves they must repudiate the proposals. The joint clretorates, he was sure, were 
not going to bring .about unity at all but were n source of danger in the near 
future. Mr. Sambamurthi asked the members of the .A,.I.C.C. why they should 
recognise tJ,lcse proposals at all while Mr. Jinnnh and other authors hnd not taken 
L'Vt'!l the courtesy to inform them of these proposn.ls. None of t1te l\IusJim bodies 
which hnd met subsequent to the publication of the proposals had rntificd them. 
The Bengal Muslim f..eague on the contrary repudiated them . 

.Mauhma Mahomcd Ali: No. The Bengal .Musiim Lenguc cannot S]>eak for the 
whole of India.. We arc not slaves of Sir Ahdur ltuhim. 

:blr. Smnbamurthi continuing ronde n final appeal to adjourn the consideration 
of the proposals altogether and not accept them in a. moment of weakness. 

• .Mr. Harichrmdra seconded the adjournment motion • 
.Mr. Hruisunoth.nma Hao opposing the rummdru.ent nppmlcd to the members to 

throw it out. The proposa1s bclorc the House were only a means of bringing about 
communal unit.y but if tltcy threw out these proposals, where was the scheme to 
carry uut chit disobedience while even the greatest men in India were not })rcparcd 
to buck it? 

Mr. George Joseph moved and Mr. Gopnla Menon BCC()ndcd that the question 
be put. 

Mr. Jamnnadns Enmzn raised the question of non-kbadi wearers. The Presi
dent nfter nssurins; himself that nll were wearing khndi put the motion which 
wns carried. 

Pandit Nehn1's Summing up. 
Pandit 1\:fotHnl Nehru on the invitation of the President explained the position 

of the \Vorkin~ Commitk>c. He was sorry that his opening remarks yesterday had 
not been followed, for he dearly said that they were not tmtering into n pact nor 
accepting n pact. but merely putting forward their own proposals. It wns onlv a 
coincidence that the DcU1i Muslim proposals were in the srune nature but he woUld 
assure them that it was not nn oftCr nnd was not taken by his Committee as one. 
All that the Committee was calk-d. upon to do was to carry the Gnuhati mandate. 
The 'Vorking C{)mmittce aft-er feeling euncnts aml undercurrents in the country had 
put forward tl1c present prop<ninls which were similar but by no menus idt'nlienl 
to the one of Dlr. Jinnali's conference. Continu.ing, the Pandit referred to 1\fr. 
8.'1.lnbmnurti's motion nnd said: "\Ve nrc considering the question of Hindu
l\luslim unity. If there is any qurstion on which we should forget. n.nd discard all 
notions of false di:?Jity it is this (Hear, hear). But I cnn assure you that e\·en I 
who am described IJy n rertnin srctiou of the press as a proud man (Lnughtcr) nnd 
who was described by Mr. 8nmbnmur:hi ns n. dangerous man (Loud LnuJ,!htcr) 
would not hesitate to take the very dust if thereby we can bring forward llindu
Muslim unitv." 

Pmulit Motiln1 Nehru proceeded to elaborate the disadvantages to the country 
resulting from the postponement of I he question. He wanted to make it dcnr that 
it. was not in anticipation of the Rovnl Commission that the 'Vorking Committee 
bnd put forward the proposals br.foic them. He would nssnre them that nothing 
was fnrther from the mmd of the \\' orking Committee. His R]lpcal to them WI\S Hmt 
tl1ey must frame a constitution for thcmscl\'cs whi<'h the Royal Commission mny or 
mny notaerept. no matter wlu·t1IC'l' it came now or Inter. But if in surh frnmin~ they 
did not seck the ro-opt:'mt-.ion and .help o£ the -Muslim community, who had hitherto 
kept aloof from them, how w-ould that {'Onstitution be looked upon by the .world in 
j.,-reneral. Let nlonc the Urit~h Gonmmcnt. \-Vithout Hindu-Muslim unity, Swamj 
was unthlnkahlt". 

C'ondudin~t the Pandit snid: "\Vc certainly arc not going to gh·e e\·idenee be~ore 
.the Royal Com.mission or any other cornmiss1on to prove our cnpadty for Swam} or 
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our ability foF Swnrni or to nndcl'I!O ~ny ki'!~ of school boy's csmninntion which i• 
provided for m the Government of India Act. . • • 

After Pandit Nehru's exvlanation Mr. Srunbemnrthi's ad)Onrnmcnt motion """ 
jnit and lost by a large majority. 

YB~ J.A.YAKAR'S ~'"DMENT. 

lllr. J"ajal<nr then moved the followinJ!: altered amendment =rt!ino: the sepnmtion 
of Sind which be bnd accepted : "In r~ to tbe pmpo••! f!Jnt Sind sbould. be con· 
stituted into a sep!lnlte province .fhe Committt;e i~ .of op!lllon th.at ~ the ttme has 
nrrlvoo for redistribution of prOVlll<el! on a \inJ!:U!Stic bnS!S, a pnnetple that has 
nlren<ly been adopted bv the con!titution of the Congress. . • 

"The Committee is 3lSo of opinion that such a readjustment of provmces ~e ~m· 
mediatelv taken in hand nnd that .any provinC',e which demands sucli a reconstitution 
on a IiglUstic basis be <l('{tlt. with o('("'nlin~ly- : · . . 

"The Committee is further of opinion UHlt n bceinnin(! may be-made by constituting 
Annhm and Fiind and Karnnt:dr int.o RC~mte provinl'ffl." 

'The followinJ!: is the text of the runcndmcnt r.g:mling reforms to N. W. F. Pro-
vinces and Baluchistan :- . 

"That the proposal made by ~[nslim leaders that reforms should be m~ured 
into N. W. F, Provinces nnd British :Bcluchistan on the sn.me footing as m other 
provinces is in tho opinion of the Committee a fnir and rensonnblc. one -and sho~ld 
be !riven effect to, care being taken that simult"!'co.u~ly wit'! ~thcr. measures of 
ridnlinistrative refonns an OO.equate system of ]Udiclnl admimstrntion shall be 
introduced in the said provinces." 

MI. Ja.vakar said his onlr. ]>Oint regarding tbe separation of Sind was that .the 
province should not feel that it had been singled out for special treatment. 

Mr. Ja)'"Itkar's amendment was incorporated in the resolution. 
Other Amendments. 

The Tenulining amendments before the Honse were one by one at the persunskn 
of the President witbdmwn. 

1tfr. Ga.nrishankar llisra then moved an amendment thnt the prinCiple of repre
sentation on population basis should be adhered to nil along the line. He declRred 
that the clanse in tbe proposals ~in!!: this question was somewhat self-contrndie
torr •. 'The amendment wns opposed by Pandit Nehru and was lost by a large 

ma~~~oonje, elenring bia _posltion as the 1\lahnsabha President, expreased his 
11green1ent with the amended t-erms of the resolution and averred thnt the Hindu 
MaluLsabha. dealt with the qu~JStion in a national and not n. communal spirit. 
'"()ontinuing, 'he said neither .Muslims nor Hindus would ask for each other's 
1'rotection : for ench commnnity wns strong by itself although he WlUI aware bia 
community was dubbed ns meek. He supported tbe whole resolution subject to the 
-reservation on the question of the N. W. F. reforms. 

·Mr. N. ·c. Kcll<nr, speaking in support of the motion, tepeated J>[r. Jayakar's 
11tatement that nlthODJ!:li a member of the Hindu Mabtl8abha he was eapiilile of 
looking at the communal question from the nationnlist point of view and had always 
tlone so ·and would continue to do M. He would. however. any that 
jt --was not -fnir for Muslims to ask for the reservation Of seats nnd nn excessive 
Tepresentation nt the same time. He gnve whole-hearted support to the sepomtion 
·of Sind. 

• lllr. Paitabi • f!itarsmayya, sJ>?lking. !n support of the resolution, expreseed 
bta finn conVIction that the time--sp1nt that was abrond was responsible for 
the -lmdcrstanding lwtwccn the -two communities which the resolution before the 
'House Tt"presentEa. He dmif:d tbnt it was actuated by any consideration of the 
impending Statutory Commission .any more than the 1926 pn:M: was so actuated. 

-lllaulana Mahomed Ali was ·the next epeoker. He described the epirit in 
'Wtich the ·proposals '\'ere ·conecived at the West-em Hotel, Delhi where a most 
'heterogeneous 'RRthering of Muslim lenders were present ond till the last moment 
no ngrt'('ment ·was ·iJ! :-si~t .. .At. ·last they all rose to off'er their evening 
prnyera and olfer the1r snpplirntion to God that the nght spirit should prevml 
and- 1\ way out should be 'iound out of the temOlc communal situation nnd n.s 
if God lind listened to their prayers, at the suvo;ostion of the Deputy-President of 
t-he Assembly A 'Wny '"\'"ItS C'ltar . in the shape of joint electorate and nn nJ!U('ment 
..,..., reached. He <helievod ·!bat the youngex generation whch wns reprtOented at the 
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meeting' of Uv~ \Vm·kin~ f!orn"l'lit.t~ yNt.erd'lV hv hi~ O'l"Tl nnd his hroth<'r'a

r~?'nrl:mns wmtl~ Jook hack their nr-hicvemcnt with tn1dc. Concluding. he: t'On~tU
h.,e1_ the Pre:nd~~t for th~ C'lrae1t.n~-g wiU1 which hP. oursuei t-he k'\Sk and 
brought about umty between the Brnhmins and non-Brnhmins in Mndms. 

RE.<;OLUTIO:'i CAnnnm U~AN"ThfOUSLY 

After ~lou~.tUlt\ D!l~oorl hnd nlso spoken fully Hn support of it the l'C50ltttion was 
put and earned unatnmously. 

~{rs. Nni(ln then t:ose to congratulate t.h~ Housl} on the spirit with wbieh it had 
npproac~cd the question nnd solved it. After the strife and vietorv <"nmc t-he womnn 1.s 
rmrt whteh was to l?muti.fy nnrl e;ive • "n...-.:;hi.rwnrl'' to the vietor. ·she made. a stirring 
rcfcrcf!CC to the bnsxe nntcy of the Rmdu and ~{nslhn cultn'N'S. She would not 
enter mto thP. mcrit.s o.f the terms. They V:ffl'C of no neronnt hcfore the ~phit tht"Y 
e:orprcs<~ed. By ace::;pttng the propo.~ls put forward by Mr. .linnnh whom 1\.tr. 
Gokhale had dcscnbed as thf! best ambassador of the Hinrtu~Mus1im unitY, the 
Congrccssmen bni! nroved themseh·cs t.rne t.o h~ the natuml s'(}Okcsmen of "India 
nnd on OOhalf of the 1mited nation she extended her appreciation nnd {73titmlc 
to them. 

]f:r. Sriniva-;n Tyenf:!wr h.:!fore nrljournin~ the hon~ for the dny eonjlrntulated 
the m~m?crs on their achievement. Moul:ma Sh.<tuknt Ali also 5poke expressing his 
apprectahon of the spirit displnycd by nll :sections. The meeting then adjourned. 

THIRD DAY-17th. ,lfAY, 1927 

3. A CO~STITUT!ON FOR INDIA 

Attendn.nce was thinner than on the previous d:rvs when the AH-Indil\ Con~a: 
Committee reassembled nt half past two this nfteinoon. Pamlit Mol ilnl NEHRU 
moved : "The A.I.C.C. call~ U}mn the "?orking Committee to fmmc a ron~titntion 
for India in consultation with the clcrtcd m<'mh~rs of the Ccntrnl nnd Provineinl 
Lq.,rislaturet, "nnd learl('rs of political parties anrl place the snme before n special 
mcctinra- of the A.I.C.C. ·with a view to its ndo~tion bv the Congress at its nt'xt 
session.'! Pandit :Motilal said that the previous ilay thC House having s:mrtionffi 
n very ~mall pnrt of the constitution for India they had now to make it pos,;ihlc 
for Hindus nnd :Mns.:mlmnns to eomc to[!Cther and <'onsidcr other nee~snry parts of 
the constitution. The reason why eanction to ronsult other partirs was required 
wns that the eonstitution ns finally emanating should go forth to the world ns one 
framed by the Indian nation. 

lHr. Pattabi Sitarnmayva wanted to know the impJieations of the motion whit'h 
had been sprung upon them nnd demanded to know what happened behind tho 
scenes. 

The Pandit replied that there was not nny secret behind it for they had not even 
time to discuss it for more than n few minutes. 

On l\lr. Hmnid Khan's suggestion the word '"constitution'~ wns nmcndrd into 
nswarni constitution}' . 

Replyinl' to Dr. ~foon/'e nnd others Pandit 1\fotilal N•hru snid that the Workmg 
Committee bad not eonsi( ercd !\Irs. Besant's Commonwealth of India Bill. 

:Mr. Pothnn Joseph moved that, instead of the words "frame S'mraj constitution," 
the words "lny down general prineirlesu he substituted. 

)Jr. Srunbamurtfs amendment lnying down that the. 'Vorl-in_g Commit~ee should 
drnft a Dcelnration of Independ~'nce nnd formulate drrect act ton for hem~ placed 
before the A. I. C. C. and the cOngress Wl!l! ruled out of order by the Presidmt 
on the ground that it not only negatived the motion before the House but also 
went beyond the Gauhati mandate. . . . . 

1\fr. Visvanathrun moved for a }UOVISIOO that such a conshtutlon -should reserve 
to India itself the ultimate voice in judging the mcthod and the manner of ad nmee 
and pr()J!Tcss. . . 

l\Ir. Kausalji's amendment to in<"lude a Dec1itl'fition of Rtghts rn the pro~ 
constitution was accepted by the mover. 

A Jlombav member raised the jurisdid.ion of the A. I. C. C. to ~ into the maftt'r. 
The Presidc.nt disallowed the objection n.ftcr whi('h Mr. Snmh~murti vchel.ncn.tly 
opposed the motion. He said thnt t~e time wns nor, for _drn~tmg n ronshl~111on 
which would not be worth even the ink and paper on which 1t would be wntten. 
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He also feared that it was a move to foree down ~eir thro~ts the Commonwealth 
l!ill which bnd been rejected by ~House IJ!l a preVIous "'eao1on. . 

l\Ir. JoseJ.>h supporting the ongmal motion and op~g th~ a~endment of~ 
brother orud tbnt something in the nutnre of &elentlfie thinking was rcqu 
and it would be a :fu.u..lt to merely lay down general princiJ>les,. .Mt". J?SCph '!as 
surprisod that Mr. Sambamnrti nf iLll people who .bel~evod m dir<;ci actiOn den!od 
his countr1men the right nf framing their own constitution and seeking the 8!Wetion 
nf the nanon by the Working Committee. 

Messr•. Nimbknr and Jayi\1:"!' opposod .ns also Messrs. Mazum~r nnd Gupte. . 
Mr. 0

4 
Ka.ndaswarni Chett.i gave his. full support aud srud, that ~he motion 

was necessary to inspire confidence as a log~.cal corollary to yesta'4ny s achie~em~ts. 
Pandit Nehru replying, emphasised the nsod for framing a national oonstltUtiO'\· 
AU the amen~ents except Mr. Kansalji's hnving been thrown out, tho Paodit's 

motion was carried by an overwhelming majority. 
4.. BUPFORT FOR THE LEAGUE AGAINST ntPERLU.IBll 

The Ooaunittee then adopted a resolution which was put from the chair recording 
the report of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, a representative of the Congress a! the 
International O>n~ against imperialism and coloni&l opppssi?n ~d for nn~tO~al 
independenc!, hcld at Brussels in Febr1.1ary last, and exp~u~g Its high npprcc1~on 
of his services. 'fhe resolution also recorded the apprectanon of the efforts b::mg 
nude by the L::1gne against imperialism and for national independen<'.e fou.ndL-d by 
the International Congress to secure the independence of suppressod nat•'!ns ana 
reoommend to the Congress to give support to the Longue as an ......,.te or
ganisation. 

5.. ORGANISATION OF' LABOUR. 

Mr. Vnllabhai Patel moved : "The A. I. C. C. calls upon the Working Com
mittee to organise ruml and urban labour in tha provineca and to appoint organ.iserd 
for th~ purpose and to frame regulations in that behalf." 

A BOmbay member a>kod that the resolution he oo nmendod that the work of 
labour orgamsations should be cnrried on in tha country in consultation with the '.fm.de 
Union Con~ess. 

Mr. Srin1vasa Iyengar assured tho members on helmlf of the mover that where
ever branches nf the Trade Union Congress existod thcir help would be taken 
but it would not make for efficient working: if the A. L C. C. should in its efforts 
be bound do\vn to such consulta.tions, especially when there were many p1lrts in rllt'al 
areas where the Trade Union Congr~ had no representative or branch.. 

:rh~ amendment WBS defeated and the originiU resolution wns carried by a lllrge 
ma)Onty. 

6. INDIAN TROOPS TO CHINA.. 

l\I,. A. Rangaswami Iyengar movod a resolution condemning the Government of 
India's a?tion in despsteliing Indian troops to Chins and demanding their withdrawal. 
The motion was agrOOd to. 

7. AMBUL.L.'<CE CROPS TO CHIN A.. 

Dr. Ansari moved: ''The A. L C. C. appreciates the proposal of the Hindustani 
!3evadal to send an ambulance corps to China and appCals to the country to give 
118 ID?ral and material su~rt to this humanitarian work to tend the wounded and 
the &ck and the A. L C. (). eaUs upon the AU-India Boord of Hindusthani Sevadal 
to start all proetical work in connection with the despatch of the proposed ambulaneo 
"CCrpS." 
. pro mover said tJ:at the wounded in China. were in no way to be considered 

dilicrent from those. m other psrts of the world and the corps proposed to do such 
work among the Chinese wounded men as was recognised by the Intcrnationnl Red 
Oro .. Society. l'hey Bho.uld not in any W8)1 be obs\roctEd by the Governmon\ WhO 
ought to plnee every avnilnble facility at thcir disposal. The motion wns carried. 

8. SHOOTING Ul M.ADlU.B. 

On tho motion of Afr. G. Harisnrvothamn Rao · a resolution was pnsscd calling 
~Pf?n the Mn~ Government to ~kc a~ion r~ing the shooting on the oil strikers 
m Madras, w1th Mr. V. A. n..ai s nder that the A. I. C. C. further cnUs upon 
the members of the Madrns Legislative Council to olfer civil disobedience." 
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. A good dcnl of laughter ~as caused by ~Ir. Kcl!= and his p.rty voting for the 
ruler, l\lr. Kelkar rcmnrkmg to Air. Ra.n:_..'1lSwanu Iyengar's query "\Vha.t does it 
matter to me- 't" 

.Fu_rthcr amusement was ercat€d by Mr. S.lLyamurthi later in the day calling 
attention to the news of the end of the B. 0. (J. strike iu Mru.lras. 

The !,resident remarked amidst lau~hter that in that case the rider became in~ 
operative. He added the rider was passed in ignornnct' of the fact and cnlll'<l upon 
the Secretary to mak:e o. note of it. 

9. THE E..'lOLISH TRADE UNION BILL. 

l\I~ .. Joglckcr's motion condemning the Tra<le Union Dill in En~hmd evoked 
oppmntlon on the ground of the cxpcthency and the jurisdiction of tbc Conbrress to 
interfere in the internal affairs of nnother country. 

After a long discussion the President ruled the motion in order on 1\Ir. Potlum 
.Toscph~s pointing out that labour lCf,>islation in Indh woult.l rw1 on the liues of 
British lthrisLttion. 

Ultimately, however, Maulana Mahomcd Ali's compromise nmcndmcut which was 
ncceptcd by the mover was carrit'd unanimously : This resolution rends :-The A. I. 
C. C. otlCrs its he:1rty syrup.atby to the British workers in their strn ..... .!!e u•miust the 
im~r}alistic qovern_mcnt .whi~h is forcing through l>arii~n}f'nt the ";fmlle" Disputet 
anti 'lrade Umon D11l whiCh IS an open attack on the Bnhsh workers and is pnrt. 
of the policy of n~ression nnd repression directLd n~nst all movements and actions 
of the pt_'Ople oppoSed to British imperialistic nml Cllpitaiistic gn .. >cd. Thi~ mectiwr 
particularly protests :t~nst the nttempt to depriw~ the working cla.ssei of the ri•~ht 
to dechre 11 general strike''. The meeting then mljourncd. · "" 

FOURTH D.Al'"-181/z. ,lLil; 1927 

10. !LVTREA.TMENT OF KAKORI PRISONERS. 

'The All-India Congress Committee met at 8-45 in the morning when Swami 
Knmarauand moved condemning Government for the ill-treatment of Knkori prisoners 
and dcm:uuling the same troJ.tment ns is meted out to politicnl prisoners. 'l'he 
mo'r'cr rclatt..."tl how he himself \YllS tortured by electric batteries nnd giVL'lt wine to 
drink when he underwent thirteen years' sentence. The resolution was cnrried 
ncm eon. 

11. NAGPGR SATYAGRAHA 

Mr. Raja Rao mo,·cd congratulating the orgnniscrs of the N_ngpur l::)aty~a 
and wanted the \Vorking Committ.! to collect funUs and to _hclp _1t m o~-hcr wa~-s. 
He "Rnid thnt the bmtch of the Arms Act now prnchscd IS non-violen_t lnth 
a view to att:.Uu the release of Bengal dctenua. He appealed to the Commtttce to 
support those workers. . . . , 

The member from NRjWUr c.xplained the sitnatlon and m an~wcr to the Prcstll;nt .s 
question replied that the movement ~vas undertaken on the casung vote of the I I'CSl-

dcnt of the N:wur Con~css Conmuttee. . . . . 
fiir. B 1santa. Kumar }lajumdnr made a V1goro~1s speech a~U _smd th:ltdirect actlon, 

determination and movemt:nt were absolute essent.lals for nchie'<·mg _freedom; . . 
Mr. Srunbamurthi amidst cheers opined thut an absolute non-viOlent Situn~IOn JB 

impossible and to ntt:n.in the object we must be ready to fuec some freaks of \'Iolencc 
or ~ive up civil disobedience altogether. 

Mr. Harisarvotbama Rao mov~ an nmcndmcnt. He Wnf!tcd ~less~ Pra.knsam, 
B. K. Majumdar and Srunbamurthi to report to the Working Comm1ttoo on the 
sitm\1 ion. · d d d 1\Ir. Kelkar in a witty speech opposed both t~m resolution. nn the amen m_e~t an 
sup}lorted his plea by adding that the Wor~g Comm1tt~ wns not wdlin~ to 
untl('rts.ke any responsibility. 'To n retort ·•9o mto the L"<tnncds", Mr .• Kelkn~ swd : 
"We nrc chips of the same block and none ts ~ettcr tJmn ~e ~ther. Those m the 
Councils hnve not succeeded nor have they outstd<:; the qouncils. 

1\Ir. Ra.ngnmuda Naidu in opposing the resolution srud that the country was not 
ready for tmch a movement. . . 

Mr. Kelknr put in an runend:neut which ":rutted a deputy to report on the s1tuatton 
dcl!'ting the portion congratulntmg the orgamsers. .

00 
. 1 . The wnenilment of Mr. Kelkar was accepted and earn unammoua )· 



RESOLUTIONS RULED OUT OF ORDER 

The President quickly disposed of. within a few • minutes all remaining items in 
th~ sgendn. including Andhn:L resolutions- for Council wBlk-outt ete. Mr. Sambamur
thi;s resolution th:1t Congress Councillors in view of the absence of response from the 
Government to the nntional de:numd should walk out ~f the oo~mcilis nnd devote 
themselves to the constructive programme at the srune time mnking attendance. so 
115 to prevent their seats in the council from being declared vacated was mlod out of 
order on the ground that it WIIS & direct rndie&l repe&l or negation of the 
Gauhnti resolution. 

Mr Praknsrun's similar motion was likewise ruled out of order. 
Mr: M. K. Achnrya's long resolution asking people to devote half ~n hour every 

day to eccnre divine grace and asking llfuhatm& Gnndbi to be appomted Con"!""" 
Dictator with _power to override the Congress and tha All-India Congress Committee 
and the Presidcot sharod tbe same fate as the President thought it went fundamentsl
ly mminst the Congress constitution. 

Mr. Jodclmr's motion seeking to change the Con~ creed and constitution on 
labour auif communist lines was similarly ruled out on tbe ground . of jurisdiction. 

The President then appe&lod to MesSrs. Kelkar and Bhopatknr not to press Maha
rnshtm proposal rP.gardillg Council question and party fusion as negotiations had 
not been completed. . . 

Mr. Kelkar ha\ing agreed, Mr. Annapurniah's resolution diosoclntiog Congress 
from Council programme was also ruled out as it contravened the G:whati 
resolution. 

Mr. Snmbrunurthi's next motion to delete clause rclnting to compulsory wearing 
of Kbadi as condition precedent to Congress }lembersbip evoked a mild discussion 
and while Mr. lriahomed Ali quoting hiS ]>revious decision "" elt-~resident demtmded 
its being n1lod out of order, Mr. }fathra Prasad askod tbe Pres1dent to take the 
sense of the House in R..gn.rd to the matter. 

l'be President refused; remnrlting _runidst laughter that though he was not strong, 
he was not so wmk as to dclqrnte his right of giving a rulinl!. 

The motion was ruled out of order, Mr. Samho.murthi having rcfusOO. t.o withdraw 
it. Several resolutions on the Congress Constitution were also rulod out of order. 

12. i£A.DRAS SW.AB.AJTSTS AND THE liTNISTRY 

J,[r. Go_pal Menon movod a resolution of oensure agninst tho Madras Swftrajislll· for 
J...'lving thetr active aid in tbe formation of the Ministry in the Council ns a lrtmyal 
of the Gnuhati resolution. Mr. Gopal Menon said that he was charged by the 
Kcrala Provincial Conference with moving the resolution. He addOO that it wns in 
the interests of the Congres discipline that he WIU! moving that l'O'lOlution. 

Mr. Gnvindeehari secondod. 
There was a great rowdyism at this stage when many speskers stood up 

simultaneously. Ou this question the Presidcot vacated his seat ns he wanted to 
speak. Pt. Motilal presided. 

lrlr. Kelkar, in o_pposing !fr. Menon's resolution'" sni<l that the guestion must be 
considered ns a national problem and the Madms r5wBmjists should be e-ongmtnlated 
on their behaviour. "Don't be obsessed ey_ "me1an'"holy meanness," -a thing which 
was never done when all boycotts were violated,u he said. Mr. Kelkar here ended 
saying : "Though there were examples when a responsible leader hoiU!ted of &mputa
tinj!' diseased limbs we are Jroing to treat Madras with generosity}' 

Dr. Pattabhi said : ··Mr. Kelkar, you ..have wrecked your vengeat_lce." 
Mr. Kelkar. while sitting, said : "I am also a human being and I cannot take 

sneh !hinge quietly." 
llr. S. V enkntchnlnm Chetti justifiod the Swamjislll' behaviour in &n able, closely 

reason~ sJ><!<cb in wbieh he triod to show how the J ustioe Party was doing injury 
to nahonnl interests. 

Dr. Moonje opposed Mr. Menon'& resolution. He said : "One of the essentials of 
polities is to change according to the thnes and if you go on amputating thnbs what 
will remain ?" 

Mr. Mnhomed Ali : uSoul will remain." 
Dr. Moonje askod them not to make & I!CBpCgOllt of the Congreoa but to. call 

leaders to account. . · 
Mr. Satyrunurti made the most effective speech of tha day. ·He feelingly spoke for 

seven minutes nnd converted the majority to his vie\vs. "We ·have done it11 this in 
the intereslll of the nation with a view to ·aubserve Wltional interests. ·There is no-

' 
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body in the land w-hich is more notoriously rc~tionacy tbnn the Jnstioo Party. 
Remember that if the .Tustiee Pn.rty romes into pow.,r, the Congress in Mrulrns will 
lw. nnwhcr~," hJ s·1iti. !11._ S·1tvamurti, r~~lying to :i\fr. Ke1knr's retort to n!'ik for 
provincial nutonomy, replied that l\Ir. KeOOu- should sit in conference instead of 
pa<~sing cibes. 

:M.r ~bhomed Ali blessed Mr Satynmurli and opined that he would be the first 
man to nmput.nte n di~cd limb if M.ndrnq. wns such nnd be was sure Mr. 
S:tt;rmnurti would hc1p him nnd furth~r added that h~ found consisteney in all 
that Motilnlji hns done so fn.r. He j!nve sharp retorts to M:c-;sn.. 1\.Ioonje nnd Kelkar, 
saying- that fixed principles in politics cannot hi! clumgcd ns on n chcssbonrd. 

1'tlr. Rangiah Nnidu opposed Mr. Menon's resolution. 
1\Ir. Nageswara R1.o wnnt.cd Mr. Go~al Menon to withdraw hie resolution. 
l\fr. Sambnmurt-i moved nn amendment (lcmanding an explanation from the 

Madms Rwmnjif'ts. 
i\Ir. Hnmid Khan supported l\Ir. S11mbnmm1i's amendment. 
~b. Sriniva.<tn Iyengar snid thnt he wns not aware of the full pnrt.icula.rs. Still 

h~ t'On1d s:1.y th..'lt there -w~\S no understanding between the Swa.mjists and the 
Ministers. 

1\-Ir: Menon withdrew his resolution in favour of :Mr. Sambamurti's amendment., 
whkh, on being put to vote, was carried by the House. 

The nm~ndmcnt refers th~ quc.~tion t.o the WorkinJ!: C-ommittee and wanlc; it to 
nsk an explanation from the 'Madm'l Swarajists for the so-c.'lllcd lapses from the 
Con.sre..B rc:~o!ntion. It W:l.S carried by the House by a majority. 

President's Closing Speech. 

The Prcsidenfs <"1ming sv~h was remarknbfe for camestncss, patriotic fcn·our, 
nml sincerit.y, quaHtied wh1ch entthlcd him to achieve so much from the 
hr>tf'ro;;etH'<lll!1 elements ~ntherc-:1 under the banner -of the Congress. It was uo us", 
he said, t~tlkin!t of boycrl::t of Counc-ils until they came to a time when a f(rt"nh'r 
spirit th!Ul that of years 1920 nud 19'21 came over them nnd they found tbem'*Jn~ 
in the sa.mc po.;oition to which the people of E~pt and Syria h~td brou.ttht t-h{'mselv<'i'. 
He a..o;kcd them not to ima_~ine th!tt the Congress party of the 1\Indras Council would 
escape the arm of ju,;tiee if thev were found :.,>Uilty auU assured them th<1t he would be 
the first to tAke diseilllinary aCtion. Referring to ci\·il disobOO.icnce the Jlrcsident 
~:tid he had come to t- te conclusion that the movement was not fit to be hmnehc:d 
bv the Congress which wns not a sufficiently homo~enoous body for thnt kind of 
,,~ork. He thoug-ht it shou1d be in the hands of quite a separate or~:mill:ltion 
nltogether. Procee<Hng, the President snid that the Hindu ~luslim unit.y whi<·h they 
hnd ndllevcd at this session of the Committee was the grcat0it tbing that they could 
ever h:tve done and they sltould 1-ightly COllh'Tatulate themseh·es UJlOn it. He 
submitted that they WO!tld be aUl<' to nchievc communal unity by politiC-<11 unity in 
the Con!!TCSs. Ho would tell this in fairnc:;s to his Hindu nnd l\Inslim friends who 
h.ld cxp~>ctcd th!'S Hindu-~Iuslim unity thn.t in wns no ~ thinkiug that unity 
consistt'<l in joint dectorntcs and rcsern1tion of scats, nnd it Wtts politk·nl oo
opcmtion that would bring the two communities together. 

The Committee then tu/joumcd 'Sine die'. 



the Congress & Madras Swarajists. 
Mr. Prakasam's Statement. 

The Working Committee's rffiOlutio-n (Sec- }l<l,...O"C ~3) approvin~. the attitude ~f the 
Madras Council Con~ess Party howcyer roust-il mtense oppmntlon from a sel'tton of 
Con£?TeSSmen who cha.mctcrised the Workini! Cmnmittec·s move-as trc:whcry to the Con
~ cause. :Mr~ T. Pm.kn.sarn, member of the Workin~ Committee, w1w could not be 
present at the (.bn~n;ittce's. Meeting snid: "When we were cullci.l upon to. O])pose the 
fonnation of the Mimst-ry t 1t cannot be t:ontcndt.od that we should be SU]lporlmg the snmc 
:Ministry when the effect of that conduct wouh.l be to vote even ag,:tiust bcucficial 
measures. That is what hn.s happened in rt'!-,"ll.nl to rome of" the mattern in the Madras 
CounciL I do not wish to say more about this now. 'Ihc reputation which t-he 
Congress Council Party attaincil on neeount of its we-.J.k-knccd policy hns bN'n that 
it is the Hon. Law Member of tilC Madras GoYernmcnt tlmt c:..·{mtrols the Ministry ns 
well as the Congress Party. I do not believe that the J usticc Pari y would hm'C l'tlmc 
into power if this :Ministry had been defeated or that the Council would ha\'e been 
dissolved as contended by the Jtladras Council 1mdcrs. At the worst, the tnmsferred 
subjects migl1t hn.ve been tnken over by the Go,·ernment. It was merely n thr ... •at and 
bluff. of the Justicites and Ministerin.lists. The Congress Pnrly were tttkcn in Lut the 
consequences have been of a very fnr-reaebing chaructcr .. The ].finish)• t,."tlinN str.·nt.,rth 
and moral presti~e and the Congre-ss Party was dcmornli~.:d. Congressmen were found 
at tl1e doors of some of the Ministers at nU hours of day and ni,rht waitin~ to get 
some of their own men nominated for taluq anrl di!;trict boorrls and some other 
favours. Sometimes Congressmen themselves put up rival c:mdiUat€s for nomination 
before the ministers. I am sorry thnt the .Andhra Prm·incc 10 whit·h I hclun~ kts 
come in for a good share of shame and disrepute in this eonnCl"tion. The Deputy 
Leader of the Party, }Ir. Satyamurti, gave a dinner to the Chief :Minister in l1is own 
house just before he left for the hills at which seven members were pr._"Scnt nm.l there 
was a discussion on what terms the Congress !'art-y should oo-operutc wilh the 
~finisters. 

'•I should not have considered it neces..::ary to go int-O these dctaiiR nt this stn~n bnt 
for the fact that the resolution of the \Vorking Committee passctl on \VedncHla.y is 
not onlf ultra t•-ires but suhstanti:l.lly n<>Cepts what wn.q demanded by the l\1aht.ra~htm 
Pr<wincw.l C-on~s Committro nnd whnt was ,·irtua.lly mlcd out of o-rder by the 
A. I. C. c~· The 1\faham.~htra Congrt>Ss Committee wantctl to ddt•tc dauscs tnJ and 
(b) of !he Gauhati resolution and reWn clnu!lffi (c) (d) {c) nnd (f). Thi' U·c; could 
not get in the A. I. C. C., hut the \Vorking Committee on its inslruetions mud~ u free 
gift of the snme." 

Mr. Sambamurti's Statement. 
Mr. B. Bumbnrnurti snid that it wns gross treachery to the A. I._ C. C. to pnss 

this resolution after an amendment hu.d been pa.c;scd at 1 he A. I. C.. {). mret.i1w the 
same afternoon at the iust:mce of the President of the Congress himself. He ndctcd : 
4'1 can only say that the- President hurrictl. the matt-er in nn indecent fashion only in 
his anxiety to finish up the matter finally and to put fonvard before the country 
umlcr cover of instructions n formu1n whieh l1e wanted to llrrivt' at with the Res· 
pom>ivists as C?ntpromisc. By a runster 1;troke of diplomacy, the situntion wns nnriled 
of by the Prcsulent to go :t>eYond eYen t1te letter nnd spirit of the Gnnhati pro!.rra
mme and postulate hi-s dictum that dnuses (c}1 (d}, (c) and (f) of the G:mhnti 
resolution should hereafter be worked out in co-oruinntion with other parties in t}1c 
Councils. This can only be done in co-operation with Ministers that h1we already 
been. appointed. This is really nn n~bievernent of the po1itical unity of which thC 
Prestdent hn? been so recently taU.1.n~. It would have bff'n .more· straighlforward 
and honest if the Mnharnshtm and other propos.als before · the A. I. e. C. for 
considering the Gnuhnti programme from various aspecta had not Jx.en ntied. out of 
order and had bern frivcn nn opportunity of being discussed and consid('lx_ ... t hv the 
A. I. C. C. 'fhc A. I. C. C. will not certainly allow this supercession of its pOweru 
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hereaft~r by th!! . Work~n~ Co-mmittee. The wrongt which has been rlone to the 
country, I hope, wtll he n~hted shortly at t.he nc..'i:t mtmting of the A. I. C. C. I hope 
the next m2t-ing will nofbc held ln~er th.an th:! e:td of the next month." 

Mr. S. Iyengar's Statement. 
Apropos th~ above statement of Mr. T. Prn.sknsnm nml others ns well n.s the mani~ 

fc-;to issued by them in the Xo'iowrl Hl!rald questionin~ the }{'~lity of the r~lution 
of the \V orking Committee a,.q r~.lrds the 1\hdrns Swnrnjists, :Mr. 8. Srinivnsa Iytmgcr-, 
PW'Iitlcnt of the Conf.,rrcss, issued the followin;:: statement to the Press:-

"After the termination of the AU-India Con~ Committee's t>rocecdin~ the 
'Vorking Commiltcc met to consider what could be done in eonnet'"tlon with inter
party unity so fur as Con~s is coneerned. This hns been enWJ:giDJr the nn::tious 
attention of every one and I am glad that I have received a wire from l\laulana 
Abul Kabm A.7.ad, amongst others, urging political unity. For, in my opinion, 
without some atmoo;pherc conducive to restoration of <Jongress unity the Hindu~ 
Moslem resolution C'ould not be oomplt..>ted by sctt.!cmcnt of tWo outstanding questions 
and impJemcntffi so as to make it f\ lirin~ rnC3Sure of eo-operation between the two 
great l'Ommu.nities. If I have ad\•oeat.ed unity in the Congress r ha\'C done so 
entirely for the ]ltlrposc of achieving Hindu-~foslem unity. The coming months will 
show whether the spirit and purpose of political non-co-opcrnlion with the Govern~ 
mcnt and the burcauemcy is not my inllcxihle attitude. 

"Consixt<·nt with the Hauhnti J"C!Solution in its judgment the "\Vorking Committee 
issued in~tntdiou to the parties in the Councils which retnin the refusal to ncr-ept 
office in f'lnuse (ai nnd the duty to destroy dynrchy whenever possible. The Working 
Committee was cntitkd to issue the instruction ; but it is quite open to the AH
Indb. C-onJ.,rr~.s Committee to put n. different interpretation on the Gnuhnti resolution, 
if it consld·:rs that it.s duty requires it to do so. 1 trust the AU~Jndin Congre.;s 
Committee will not do so nnd will support the interpretation of the Working 
C-ommittee. This wn~ the mnin business of that meeting ; but as the brenernl 
instrul'tion i:'lsttt.-d by t11c "\Vorking Committee npplied to 1\lndrns ns wcll nnd ns 
the h.•.fltlcr of the i\Indrns ConJ..'TCSS Party in t.he Council wanted C!Xplicit instruction 
from the \Vorkin~ Committee, tllc letter aftrr hearing him and others nnd nfter 
eonsiderin~ evcrvthin~ rnsscd the resolution. The WorkinJ?i Committee wns cntitkd 
l.o pa8s it in exCrdsc -o its own p<nvers and as its own opmion without interfering 
~:ith the authority or freedom of opinion of the- AU-India Con~s Committee. 
"'rittcn CX}llanations from those reprcs<'nting the majority of the Ma.drns pnrty of 
their netion in the :Madras Coundl wiH be take-n Rnd submitted to the All-Jndi.1. 
Congress Committee at. its next meeting along with this opinion of the ':Vorkiog 
Committee. 

Simply because feeling runs hi~h in some suarters it should not be taken thnt 
there wus nnv intention on the pu.rt of the \\ orkin~ C'.ommit.tee to give the go~hy 
to the re;olniion of the All-lmlin Congress Comm1ttce. If t.bcm n.ftt'r had been 
dclavcd the members of the \Vorking Committee would have dispersed the opy)()r
tnnii.y of personal exchnngu of views on the important question of the inter-:pnrty 
nnity of ·which the resolution relating to 1\Indrns Swnm)ists wns but a ooroHnry. 
\Vhcther the resolution should have bet.·n immcdiatrly published and how it ohtninOO. 
publication in The Timt:s of India nrc matters with which l nm not eonce.rned i 
hut they shoutd not nfii:.'Ct the propriety of the action of the Working ~-ommitec or 
should t·loud the judgment as to the int~ntion of the \Vorking Comm1Ucc t? dcnl 
with the question without in the J>li•rhtcst degree nfl"ccting the .anthonty of 
the All-India Congress Committee to t">dcdnrc its own intciprcl.~ttOn ~nd !O 
c..xpress its opinion upon the cxplannt.ion of the l.Undrns Swnrn]tsts, \Thlch wdl 
be submitted m due course." 

Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar's Statement. 
1\lr. .A. Rnn~wnmi Iyengar, Gcncml Secretary, Indian National Congress, 

issued the fvllowmg statement:- . 
'·I must say that I ~m <':Xiremcly surprised at t~e sta~m~t Jssued by M~rs. 

Pr:t.knsam, Snmbamurthy, Horniman and otl1ers takmg ob]ecttcn to the resolutiOns 
passed by the Working. <.;ommiHcc nL Boml.my. . . 

"It seems to me mliculous to eont.end that bt't'nusc t-he A. I. C .. C, asked the 
"\Vorkiu~ Committee to ohtain the explanations of the 1\la~ms (.'o!incii ~rty ~nd 
place the same before the A. I. C. (). at its ne:s.t mcetmg for tts comudcrntJOn, 
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therefore t.hc- powe-rs ns well ns the dutiffl \·cstt.-d in the 'Vorking Commit!.ec by the 
Con~s itself under the Gnnhnti and Cawuporc rt'$0lutiC?ns h:wc b~n t.<tl\:i:'n nway. 
?;Iuch Jess should it be pos~ible to conti'nd that the Workmg C~n.nmttrc as n bo~y 
is deprived of its clemcnt.<try rightg of rccoTdin~ its own op:n!on on mntt.~N. m 
which every member of the Con~'!'t"'SS is entitle;\ to express an op:.t_non: The r('!;olut~on 
of the Workin" Committee on the eondurt of the :\bdrns Sw.!t;lJISt~ I:i an cxprcsston 
of its opinion ~ml is expressed aN such in the remlution itself. It. i!-1 imlrt-d C'ontcnd•_'(l 
thnt the \Vorkinrr Committoo should not form nn opinion and shouhl not and rouhl 
not _place its opi~ion also for the eonsid('ration of th-e A. I~ C. C. . 

'·The ot.ber I't'8olution passed by the \Vorl..-ing Committee in r('~r:tn~ to .the n.tt~tudc 
nnd conduct they should adopt ns to the Ministries t.lmt nrc fn!letlOn_mg m d1tkrent 
ProviuCf'_q nnd iu respect of men~uri>S hrnnC"ht brfore the Omnetl, whtch CO!!~C under 
dauscs {(•) to (f) i;;: en instrnc!i,ln \Yhid1.thc \Vorkin.rr CommiitH~ !n•md It Ur<,..!'cnt 
to issue in view of th~ tUift•rent·<·,. of oniuion tlrtt h .. tvc a.Imitte>lly amF.('I\ and upon 
wbicll the ConJ!TCfiS Comu:il Jmrl.i~ in ·rmvincir.l J ... ~~~btun-s were ent;tlcd to seck 
the ~uid:mcc and instnwlion of the 'VorX.inl! Commi!!re. 

''The W" orking Committre is bound hv the cle<-tion vled,;..>"CS it b.~s taken from 
mf'mbC'rs .:md by the <"XJlre5S dirC<"tion;; of the C:lWirpOrc f'Dn; .. H't~:;s. the A. I. C: C. 
nnd Ganhati Coug-rcs~ to i~sue im:t.rnetion3 fm;n time to time to the party. It 15 no 
rloubt. }>erfc('tly Open to the A.I.C.C. to modify or snpcrt:edc ~ud1 inRtrudions but 
until _this is done the 'Vorkin;r Committt'C''s nets nre not orr~ to quC'!'tion nnd I am 
surpnscd t.hat 1\lr. Prnknsam should dc::<"rihe them as ultra. 1arrs mcr~ly for the rcnson 
that. l1i~ vic\t of the instnu-tions th:tt could he jssucd may tliflCr from that of the rest 
of the Workinf! Committee." 

''It is indeed n Litter irouv t.hat while Mr. Kelkar (knounces the 'VorkinJ:: 
Commilt\.'e for l1m'ing rdttst:U. to aeecpt the rf'Rf-Gnsivist progrumme nnd. Jays 
the responsibility solely nt Pnndit !\Ioti1al's doors, the .Andhm and Eombny fncnds 
who lmve issued the statement shonhl hlnmc the \Vorki11g C.omnuttt..>c for 
having ac-Cepted the programme. I }l{lpc t.hat Mr. KeHror woultl ut lcn$t have got out 
of the temper tlmt he _got into both in the A.I.C.C. and Jlnndit Nehru bas gone 
as far ns in his judt!mC'nt was enn8'isff'llt with the Gnuhati resolution for the 
promotion of co-operation and nnity b-etw('Cn the two wings. l\Ir.. Kelkar 
('stn ~lso hardly have forgotten the fRet that even if the 'Vorking C.ommttt-cc had 
df•'lcnbcd to adopt the Responsh·ist pf(ij..rrammc ddinitcly <'011C{'ding liberty to r.ee<>pt 
office in any prO\'incc or provinte~ on the basis of pr.Jv .. indal nutoitomy, ihc diffic~hy 
was felt thrOUJ!hout of reeonciling :my snch provosal with the Gauhati rcsolntton. 
In _t1w. face of this it seems to me that 3lr. Kelkar has been led to C":1n-y pcrson.1l 
prejttdlces too fur in imputing sole responsibility in the matter to Pandit Nehru nml 
un~ncrousiy insinuating a motive thf!rcfor. 

'.'As for Mr. Hornirn:m's ('Omplnint about the supply of news to "The Times of 
lndm''• I am nfrnid that in spite of his joumalistic experience he is trying to smMlc 
the l!lame on t1tc wrong horse for the omission of "The Indian National Hcraldn to 
pnhl!sh the news earlier. .Apparrntly his reporting ~tatf bn.vc not been ns cnterprisiJ1~ 
or l!lcrt as tlmt of the ..Associated Prces of India or "The Times of India'. The 
mec!mg of. the 'Vor~ing ·Committee in the nftemoon of 'Vcdncsday wns. DpL'llly 
nhnnounced. m the mcctmg of the A.I.C.C. that moming and the rcprcscntnh\·cs of 
t c Assoc1ntcd Press of India. nnd "The Times of India'' were there outside the 
closed . room .of Mrs. Nni~n at the Tnj for hours to get at some ••eopies". of tlyJ 
resolutions ns mdeOO. they rl1d on all the duys cf the 'Vorking Comnnttcc mectmgs m 
order to get such copies ns wou1U be avnilnbic t.o the press. As Gcncrnl Sccrt.".tary 

h
i handed over a copy of the two r-c5olutions to the A880dnted PrCRs of Indin and 
~ad every reason to presume thr~t. they would snpply the news to nil papers in 

!,)omhny . ruul • n!l other <-'<'~~res of Inrlia. As a mntter of faet no rcprcscnto'lt-ive of 
The Indtnl! Nnhonal Herald ever asked me for copies durin.~t fill the four -duvs of 

the proeccdmgs of the A.I.C.C. ru1d the Working Committee in Bombay." • 

Mr. S. Satyamurti's Statement. 
Mr. S. Sntynmurti, dC'puty leader of tbc ~Indrns Swnl-nj Party issued tl1c following 

stat{'ment to the press :-
"1\Il·. Prnkn~am must now be hnppy. He hns delivered himself of his tirnde against 

:\Iadr~s Council _COURfl.'SS Party. ~ do _not .Pl"!'JlOSC. to imitnte him Lnt I merely wnnt 
to ~.o~rcct the !lltsstatemc.nts eontamc-<1. try his mten·1cw to the press nt nomhny. 

The Working- Committee cnn and Will t.nkcenro of itself ns ngninst 1\Ir.l">rnknsam'a 



21 MAY '27] MR. SATY,\MURTI'S STATE~IE:!\'T 

nttem~ts t~1crron. As against Mr. Pralmf:nm's one-sided stnt('mcnt thnt Mr. Muthinh 
!ifu•bhar- wns not canro on to F]X'!tk. I d~ire to !'flY tlutt 1\lr. Snmi Vml.:ntncbnlnm 
Ch('tti \n\..<t run clown in the <'OUNc of his f']l{'('('h, thn.t 1 wns ~ven only fin· minutf's nnd 
l!t::t. s~er!l.l membC'rs of the A.I.C.C. who entirely npprovcd of the n<'tion of the Marlrus 
t:onncll (on~~ Pnrty nnd who ro~c scvcml times were nli'O not nllowed to l"pcnk. 

"'Jlr. Prnkm•nm's statement nbout tlte Council Con!?;I'CSS Pnrty in l\Inrlras tlmt we 
ha\'c vott.>d n~inf't bendieial mrosures for the purpos~ of Rnt>porting the MiniMrv 
is wholly inrorrcrt. We haYe never votcd ngninst bcnclieinl mrnsures; \T'C hm;e 
ucn•.r votr•d with the Govcmment. On the question of C..'\c<se we carried a vote 
ttt,!'ninst the Government. On the question of the reicetion of the mtire dc·mnnd we 
l"!'mflincd neutral nfter hnving maCe onr po~ition perfn·tly <'l~r on the tokt'n eut. 
On the que;tion of }"('(1U('tion of re-,...ristrntion fees our motion \Yns withdrawn on a 
di!>tinrt and Mtisfnctory nssurnnre from the .Minister but we did not. l"Ote ngn.inst the 
reduction. We only remnint'd ncutml. 

'":\lr. Prnkn.•~,,·lm must know his furts before he nttnel.."s other people. 'fh~ t:tnt('ment 
~hat. the Law 1\I<'mber eontrols the Conf...'TCSS llarty is a fiJ.,"lncnt. of ~fr. Pmka~fim's 
ima11:inntion. Jt was the (',ongrcs:;; Pnrt.y whielt voted down 5 lnkhs of 8ir C. P. 
Rnml!SWrtmi Aiyar':; Poliee demand. It wns the Con~css Party wbid1 drew out 
som<' o-f the Fenndals eonne<"t!:'<l with the )lt'ttur projcd. It was I he ConATCSS PJJrty 
wl!kl1 prcssctl for :1\fr. Nnruynna Menon's rdcnsc and for the release of MopiUn 
pnson~. 

•lRhctorir 1\Ir. Prnlmsnm mm•t know. cnnnot t11ke the J!tnce of fnrts. Mr. Frnka
sarn'!; ex enthcdrn opin:on thn.t if tlw pre.."<'nt :Ministrv is defeated the JnFotiec Pnr1y 
wonlrl not hnvc rome into power but the tmnsfemd "suh!("('ts would have been tnkm 
O'f('r by the Government is not hosed on knowlrrltre of fart!'l. The Pnrty's opinion 
:1nd my opinion wn.s and is t.hnL cither the .Tustlce Party would bn\'C come into 
fOW<'r or the C'onneil would hnYe hcrn di~Folvcd. 

''Hnd l\Ir. Prnkmmm stopp«l with this J wou1d not have <'nrcd to reply but he h..1s 
<'hoscn to nttaek: me vulgnrly. Let me st:1tc the fac~ I did not gh·e n dinner to 
the Chid Ministe-r. There was n brrokfnst nt mv house nt whieh Messrs. K. 
Nngcswnrn Rnn, A. Kalrswarn Rao, V. Rllmadnss,· all 'as true-b1ood<'rl Andhrns and 
patriots ns l\1r. Prtlluu;11m, and Dr. U. Hamn R:to, 1\frssrs. &mi Yeuknta
chnhm Chetti nnd A. Rang-nswnmi Iyen~r were present. Dr. 8ubhnroyan wns one 
of the guests. Dr. Snhbaroynn i~ a Yr-ry old fli<'nd of mine. I wns his tutor nt tlu! 
~Inrlral' Christinn C..ollt:_!!::!. We !uwc sin<'e hcen thrown 1o~hcr oftrn nt the. P.nr, 
nt the &nnte, in the C-ouncil rmd in Endand yenr before 1nst. lf at n dmncr 
nltendCt1 b:v so many friends he w:t.<~ :~lso onC of p:msts I do not know whnt T{'fOlutirm 
of t-he (''on"grcss or whnt canon of Indian or Eu~lish, socinl or poHtie.nl t•tiqurttc I 
have ofi'Pnckd. There were only tltrre mrmbC'rs of the local Council prrsent. Tht:re 
was a disl"n!'sion no doubt on poHtiC'cl topit'S but it was not, as 1llr. Prnkn~<nm 
nsst'fts, e\·idently from clt~inoynnt knowlcdA"C', n.~ to the tcnnf!. on wbirh the C'flngre:;s 
Party s1oould ro-opcmtc with the l'Iinisten; i nthcr the di~l"UFs.icn wns how .the 
l\Hni:.:tf'rs nnd tl1cir ra1'ty may rome into the C-on~s grndunlly. I do not bch<'\'e 
in politi<'t1l untouehnbilitv auy more thnn in r.oeiRl tmtouPhnhitity nnd eY!'ll l\Ir. 
Pmknsnm 1 win dine wiih se\'{·rnl tirues1 if I ran thereby get him to 1nke a snne nnd 
prn<'ticnl view of politics. 

"1 ~et ihat 1\Ir. Prnkesam ~hrmld b:wc FO fnr forg-otttn his rc8ronsihiHtics ns a 

l'ournnlist tmd os n public man as to indulcc in his attnek on me. I :know it cnnnot, 
1arm me ; it wiH onlv nroil on him, but his lowcrlnr, of }Jolit!c&l stnmlnrds should 

not be tolcrfltcd by Hie public.n 

Mr. Prakasam's Counter-Statement. 
1\Ir. T. Prnknsrun subsrqucntly issued t~c folowin~ counfC'r·stnt<.•mcnt to the .rrrss :
"In my first statement to the Press m Bombay I stated tl>nt the \Vorkmg Cont

mittre would not. have committed such n serious error, if it had noti{'('d tltc f;COJm 
of reference cmhodkd in the amendment of Mr. Snmhnmurthi, nnd I llnd ltq}('{l 
that the Pr<'Sidmt of the Congress mi~ht revoke tl1c instructions. '\'!<<'n his atl('l!t~on 
l't'flS drawn to it by my ~t.ntement. ]lut J\fr. Srinivnsa Iycuj!!"fl: JUsfrfic-s , the pmdwn 
tnkt·n b:v him ancl the other four m(mbers of the ·workmp: Comm1th.~ . 011 tltc 
:rround t'hnt the \Vorking Committee was nt liberty to expr<'£'.s it!' ow~ opm1on ~nd 
Jmblish it prndi11g the dedsion of the All-India Congr~s C'omrmttee-. 1he \\"orkmg 
Committee would crrtninly bn-c b('('n ~ntitlctl to ~xl:l'<'Ss its orin_ion nnd i~:,me 
instructions to the Congress members m the ProYme111i CouncJis Jf the censure 
motion lmd not Lecu moved before the A. I 1 C. C~ nnd the same hnd not been 
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adjonrned to another session <>f the A. L C .. C., the Working Cmn_':'Jttoo t.;fg <:1 
the mennwhile called upon to talre the es.pl~t.J.on of ~e Madras lcaucn an sen 
the same t<> tlte .A. I. C. (). for disposal at tts next meetmg. T!J nnderst~~;Dd whether 
Mr. Srinivasa. Iyengar's position is corect, one must exnmmc. the cl!Cumstnn~ 
under which the reference wns made and nlso the scope of authonty of the Working 
Cominit«e, The fuH sropc of reference is embodied in the amcnd.mcnt of _lllr. 
Sambnmmthi which rends : "That this Conunittee authorises the Working Comnu~tcc 
to rail for an e.."'Plnnation from the Madras Council Con~• Party ~or not haVIng 
voted down the snlnrics of )!inisters and refnsed supplies sons tO ove;rtbrow the 

· Madras Ministry and submit the sa111e for consideration at the nest scss:on of the 
Committee.." 

"This amendment was moved by Mr. Snmhemurtbi nt the request of Mr. 
Srinivasn Iyengar, and Mr. Srinivasn I~engsr told me also that . we should not 
cnrcy this motion to n division but that it should he talked out or adiOumed to the 
next meeting as proposed lJ? Mr. Sambamurtlri in his amendment. The amendment 
was ncccpt.cd after Mr. Srimvasa Iyengar bad given an undertaking that we both 
should inquire into the truth of the pleas mised by the Leader nnd Deputy Leader 
of th' llidms Council Party. He also said in the some spcee~ that the_ members 
of the .A. I. C. C. should realise the seriousness of the question m sll 1ts asperts, 
that be hnd not been in full touch with the work of the l\lndrns Councill'nrty, 
that he hnd heard complaints that it was cooperating with the Governmf?tlt too mu~, 
and that they must look into it if that was so. Mr. Srinivnsn Iyengar m oonclu~IQn 
asked the House to accept the amendment of llr. Sambamurti.. The amendment ~·as 
then c.arrlcd ns a substantive proposition, It was about 12 noon on the 18th, ~t 
before the close of the .A. I. C. C. session, thnt Mr. Srinivasn Iyengar ronde this 
appertl to the H-oUse to accept the n.mendment and post}J!)ne tbat discUssion. 

"The Working Commit«e, after the close of the .A I. C. C. SCSBio!', met at ?-30 
p. m. on the same day. When it was .nnnounred ibat the Wor~ Commtttoo 
would meet nt 2-SO p. m, I asked Mr. Rnngaswnmi Iyengar whcthci' the"' was 
nnytbing spcdal to be discussed. He snid th•t the question of the explanation of 
the Madrns Councillors might come up. I told him that there v.·ns nothing to be 
done by the \Vorking Commit tee bevond taking the explanation, and that I could 
not nttend the meeting as I was not ·reclin~ well. Under the circumstances I hnd no 
reason to belicro that -the Working Committee -n·ns nt liberty to express ita opinion or 
would attempt to express it in the manner in which it hBS been done. I wns living 
in 'Sirdar Grihn' where both Dr. Ji[oonje and 1\fr. ·.A. Rangaswami Iyengnr. tbe 
General Secretary, were also staying. There wns a telephone messnge to Dr. Moonje 
at about 3 p. m. that he should go to the Working Committee meeting. Dr. MoonJe 
happened to meet me before getting down the stairs and questioned me whether I 
\taB not also going. I "Said that there was nothing_ much to be done after the amend
ment of llr. Sambamurthi had been accepted and niter all our clforts to come to 4Il 
understanding on the quegtion of unit?.; had proved abortive. Whfn 1 rend the 
Il.'SOlntion of the Working Committee in 'The Times of India" the next morning I 
idt that the Working Committee might have at least asked me on the telephone 
before adoptinf:r the rE>Solution. I was greatly surprised to l"('Cd those resolutions and 
I eould not believe that the Working Committt-e would bnve consciously ~c<l 
sue-h ]"{'SOlution. That was why I said in my first statement that the Working 
Comm~ttre might have been under a misappiehenaion as to the scope of their 
nuthonty. Dut we are now told that there 1\"as no such misapprehension. I could 
not help issuing n statement to the Press having ~d to the fact that clauses (a) 
nnd (h) of resolution (5) of the Gnuhati Congrrss have been virtually abro~ted in 
the fonn of these instructions, after every effort on the part of the \Vorking 
Committee to arrive at n common I basis for unity between the Congr(!SS Party and 
the Rcsponsivists bad fn.iled and after the resolution of the Mnllarnshtra l"rovincial 
CongrcsJ Committee. was withdrawn nt the request of the President, thnt the 
negotiations between the two parties brought forth no satisfnc~.ory basis of ngrecmcnt 
and that, if they did arrive at a derision tt would he placed before the next meeting 
of the A. I. C. C. I hope on a perusal of nil these facts and tho sequence of events 
the President :wm see that a senous mistake .was m~de in issuin,g such instructions 
nnd that he wlll endeavour to revoke such mstrnctions even Without the necessity 
for onllin,- a •pecial """sion of the A. I. C. C. for tbis purpose. It would hnvc beeii 
more attisfnctory, nnd a bnsis for nal unity would have been found if the resOlution 
of the Mshnraslitrn Provinoial Committee had been allowed to be :Om!idercd by tbe 
.A. I. C. C. and a decision hnd been arrived at What oould not he doue by tbe .A. r. 
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C. C. Caf!. certainly not be ac.eom~lished by t.he \Vorking Committee and that in the 
form of 'mst-ructlons" at a mectmg at wh1eh only five members of the \Vorl..ing 
Committee were prC&:nt.. If t.he President thinks that the Working Committee wot:i 
justified in creating such a situation, I would suggest n. specinJ ses-sion of the A. I. 
C. C. or even a special session of the Congress1 to decide the nll imporhmt qurstion 
of Hindu·~Iuslim unity inside the Congress. In my humble opinion it is tnueh 
better that the Con~css should consider the present situation nnil dl'<"ide in favour 
of neceptance of office, if it- is so inclined than supporting n ftlinistrv whi('h h:1s no 
party or following in the Council or in the country, an(l which in i:hc krm£ of the 
Congress resolution we were bound to oppose at its formation und overthrow when
ever. we couhl snntch an opportunity. m~ which t~e ProYindal Con~n.>ss Coum·il 
pa.rtles are now caUed upon by th~ \Vorking Comm1ttee to support as long as it 
serves our purpose and turn down the moment we feel secure- that some other rulti
national partv would not come into power. 

"As w,r.trds the apprehension of the .Mrulm .. <; Congress Council 1c:ulcrs, thnt. the 
Justice p!ltty miO'ht have come into power, if they had turned down the present. 
ministry. I would like to point out that in a speech delivered by the R:.ljn. of l'ana~nl 
nt a puhlie meeting at Boundary l\lnhnl on :March 15th he said tlmt his party would 
not ncccpt office in the present CounciL "Justice", the nreretlitt.>d ~l1.,')lfi of the Jurotice 
party in ils issue of :Murch lGth. declared nlso that that pnrty wouiU not t-<tkc otlicc 
m the ;tJTCSent Council and tl:ult the lenders of t.he r.:uty lmd mnde the position clear 
in 1mhhc meetin~. This was also stated by i\lr. 1\- •. Kri:.;hmm Nair as President of 
the Tanjorc Non-Brahmin Conference on Muy 7th. As for the dissolution of the 
Council the Government wiH only act up to the conY~ntions it has crruted so fur. nnd 
no such dissolution could have lieen pos3ible with a 1\Iinistry that ha.q no followin.g
of its own nud with the irresponsible constitution given to India under the lfoutford 
Reforms. 

"Mr. Satyamurti is very angry._ &ferring to my st.1.tcment that thera was n dinner 
given in his house to the Chief Minister and that the terms of co-operation were 
(bcrc discu..<;scd, J.Ir. S:tt.yamurt-i, while admiUing the dinner and the discussion of 
political topics, wns good enough to Hay I WllS \·ulg-Jr. If stating a fact is vui;mr, 
I must plead guilty.. He de-voted a parngraph to suggest thnt I was opposed to hi11 
givin•, a dinner to n Minister as a. friend and as an old student. I never sug_~.,restt.od 
that 7tny socinl dinners to the Ministers or even to Government members, unit>ss 
prohibited by C.ongre:;s policy, were ohjectim~ahle. Dlr. Satyn~mrti says that it wa.<; 
not a dinner but "brCnkfust". I thank lum for the correct.Jon. Uuy I state below 
flOme of the t•pics of discussion at this "breakfust~:. 

(1) Whether the Chief !Iiuister 'vould agrro to reduce excise to rcn:nuc hy at 
least 25 1!lkhs this vear. 

(2) Whether tlic Chief Minister would .ngree to the amendment of the Loeru 
Boa.rd!t Act by remm·ing the District Boards altogether and retaining only tl1e 
Taluk Boards. 

"As f\'f.,'1U"tls Mr. Sat.yamurti's statement that they ditl not \'Ote n~rainst or T{'maiucd 
neutral on nny ber~efida.l measure I propose to deal with some of them ro in de!nil 
in a suhsrqm .. >flt 1ssue. I am very sorry for the present eontron·rsy. W 1th a \'H'W 
to nvoid eonflicts, I refrained from stating nnyt.h!ng in th': prC5S or even in public 
meclin~ because I always hof)ed that these dtftcrcnces m the Congress party, both 
in the"' provincinl oouneils and the Assembly, mi~ht be settiOO after u frttnk nnd 
heart-to-heart discullSiOn in the A. I. C. C. Under the circmustll.Jlt•cs I feel compelled 
now to deal with the question in the press with 11 view to take efti...>Ctive steps to 
formulate a definite programme and policy for the Congr~s either forward or 
baekwnrd." 



The Hindu-Muslim Unity. 
In a fervent appeal isaued by Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyengar, President 

of the Congress, on tJ1e eve of the dis3olution of As~embly in .Jii!cw 
Delhi considerable emphasis was laid by him on the need for both pohtrcnl 
and ~ommunal unity. The consequences of division among non-official 
ranks of the Le~islative Assembly impelled llim to warn hi• countrymen 
of the d:tn~ of allowing things to drift. }fr. Iyengsr called upon all 
parties in the country to gsther under the banner of the. Congress, ~o 
tlL<tt the nation's efforts to marclt to the goal of SwnmJ may nttam 
frttition quickly. The foUowing is tlle text of tlle st.'\tement issued 
by !tim 

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar's Appeal 
"Now tha.t tltol Delhi session of the Assembly is coming to a close, it is more 

th!ln ever elea.r to my mind th.'\t unle.JS control of the Con~ross over the pooplc is 
inere.1.:;ccl in nll provin~ and on n nation-wide scale ns it Wll3 O~ore our unfortu
nate dilf~r~uces nxosc we m."\y not 00 able to force the Gvv~rumcnt to come to terms. 
:Uahomednn members of tha Assembly as \Vell ft3 public-spirited Mahomethns 
outside ara ns amdous for a settlement as mnny of us are. But there should be 
J!re!lOOr expedition and determination on both sides to come to some ~urecmcut. 
I hopa that before we leave Delhi w~ may ba nhle to arriv~ at some provisional 
al!TCemcut. At le3.st I mn not less anxious for fusion of all parties in the Co~ 
afid the country also es:pcets th.'lt we ought to hnve n. reunited Congress. I nm glad 
that the- Nationalist Party has co-.opernted with the Congress Purty_ most msterially 
and ha'l as far a.'3 possible carried out tho Ga.uh."lti resolution. ri'hc success would 
h.'lve b~n much ereater but for MUSSlllman members of the Assembly goirig into 
the Goventment lo&hy on some eritietd occl13ion in connection with the Currency 
nnd Steel Bills. Thilt the Assembly should hnve agreed to Briti•h preference nn<I 
thrown out Is. 4d ratio is n most deplorable eireumstancc bnt it only serves to 
demonstrate the need for greater self.-ehn.eement on the JM!l"t of aU concerned in 
bringing about unity. Mr. Jinnnh1

B speech at the nrmy deho.te was perhaps the 
hcst spe~ of the &"'....ssion nnd that Mr. Jayakar should have moved omisston of 
the demand under the he:ul nEs:ccutive Conncir' delighted me. :Most members 
of the Congress hnve taken keenest interest in studying several suhiects and have 
shown considemble capacity and power in the deOO.tes. Figures nnd finance were 
JmnJled with skill as well ns principles and broad policies and theN was high 
.patriotic emotion inspiring their speech~. There were many speeches on buha1f of 
the Congre5s Party and whatever superior persons in the EU.ro~ official and 
non-official blocks may say, Congress prestige and Congress honour have bc:cn more 
than vindicated. The army debate revealed to me tho fact that Indians are united 
on a demnnd for an indigenous nrmy even more than upon political Swnraj and 
this is the most conclusive test of our desire and capacity for Swnraj. Unofficial 
members have been more businesslike and bitter c..xperience of years is :slowly 
tcnchin!l us the need for determination and hnrtl-hcaded alertness. 

"It IS refreshing to find the Connell of state vi•ibly changing to a more patriotic 
·nnd national outlook. Sir Alexander MuddiiiUlll told us thnt those who lived the 
frog should make friends with the crocodile. I hnve every fn.ith that we simi! soon 
be crocodile and our opponents willlmvc to nmkc friends with m. I hnve not been 
able to see either at Delhi or at Ali~rh such cultural differences as must divide 
Hindus from Mussalmans. Indian heart bents insistently and generously nnd calls 
for immediate removal of misunderstanding. I appeal to members of all parties 
both political and eomml!lla~ to ~itc without further Uelay. There is so mucli 
to do and so much to be ~oo by umon and every dny we arc losinoo so much by 
our differences and dilatoriness. I appeal to Congressmen and others to org1111ise 
tho Congress on nn efficient and self-supporting b..;. in all provinces. Tho Con-
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~ess·c:nnnot. ·afrord to rnn:rk time nor to merge itself merehrlwithnhf! ARsembl~ .nml 
~unctl .Pnrhcs but must fo:thwith booof1!-C _ns it wns ~n the "days of 19"20-2"2 nntion
wuJc, vibi"J.nt nni.l dynrtmm force rndmtm;r goodwdl, renl nnd self-controlled unity 
nll round. ! h3.v~ no d~ubt in my mind that if we orga.nise and bestir ourselVCf; 
:Mtt~atm2 (,.:uldbi nnd hts ~rcat ol'g:misn.tion and gr~tcr lc:ulcrship wiU soon ~ 
nvrutablc to the Congress as bclorc in the achievement of a common political 
pUI'pQSC.u 

PARTY MEETINGS IN DELill 

The Hindu members of the Congress Party in the Assembly met on 
the 17th 1\L-trch in New Dellu to c."change views on the directions in which 
modification of the existing system of communal representation was desir
able. The meeting was of a private nature and no decision was arrived at 
thong_h there was unanimity of feeling on the broad aspects of the 
qucRbon. 

Some :t.Iu_slim le.'lders nlso met nt Dr. Ansnri's house on the snmc. dny 
nnd ~cit their ground on the same subject. The Nationalist Party 
too diSCussed the same question in the light of their pnrty's view 
on the subject. Lain Lajpat R:>i's party also proposed callinu a"mectin"' of 
all the Hindu members of the Ccutrnl Legislature, both b elected band 
nominated, on the 23rd. 

The Muslim Proposals. 
Two day's after, on the 20th March, about 30 prominent Muslim leaders 

belonging to vnrious groups met nt the 'V estern Hostel and dis
cussed for si."< hours thcqncstion ofmodificationofthe existing communal 
representation. They included Mr. Jinnah, Malllll'Uja of Malunudabad, Sir 
Mnhomcd Shnfi, Sir Abdul Qaiyum, Dr. Ansari, Manlann Mahomed 
Ali, Raja Ghaznafar Ali Khan, llhul'lna 1\'Iahomed Yakub, Mr. Shafcc 
and tho Imam of Jnmma Musjid, Delhi. Mr. Jinnah who presided 
rcatl out to the meeting five tent.'ltive suggestions sent to hlm by ;\fr. 
Sriluvasn Iyengar as possible alternatives to the existing pact. These 
were mostly bnscd on the plea for a joint electorate. The Muslim 
leaders gave expression to individual views discussing what modificntion 
they held desirable. The recent discussion in the Council of State 
(Sec p. 239) wns frequently referred to. Various views were expressed 
by the speakers. 

After n protracted discussion, the Conference agreed to the institu
tion of joint elcctorntcs, under ccrtnin conditions. It wns unanimously 
resolved thnt-

aMahomcdans should nceept the settlement on the basis of the following propossiR, 
so fnr ns representation in the lcgislntures in any future scheme of enustitutJou is 
conccrne:l :-(1) Sind shouhl be scpamtcd from Bombay Prcsid~ncy nnd constituted 
into n scpnmtc province. (2) Reforms should be introduoo.l m N. \V. R Province 
nud in Baluchistan on the same footing ns nny other province in Iudi.n. In thnt 
cnsc 1\hhomeJans nrc prepared to accept joint clcetoratcs in nll provinces so 
con~t.ituted nud are further wiHinno- to make to Hindu minorities in llen~al, the 
Punj:~.b nnd K.W .. F. tltc flftme concessions thnt Hindu majorities in other provint•cs 
m-e prcp.'\rcd to mnkc t.o Mfthomednn minorities. In the Punjab nnd Bcngnl, the 
JlfOilOrhou of representation should be in nce<.'!.rdnncc with the populntion. . Jn the 
Ucntml ~islaturo l\1nhomcdnn representation shall not be: lt;>t;;; than n thml nn<l 
that nlso Oy mis:~ clcetorates. These nrc subject to ratification hy 1\Iu..ltomalnn 
orgtmi~ntions concerned t bnt it is bo~-d by those }Jrcsent nt th'7 Conference ~hat 
Hindus will ncce1•t nnd ftfahomcdans wdl mllfy them. The question of the scrvu:es 
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and other estions with regard to safeguards conoorning any bil.l or resolut!od 
which ~ a!fect religion or custom or usage of either commumty or alfectm~~: 
inter-communal interests were also discussed • by the m~ bu.t. poo_tponed for 
fnl'tlu!< consideration and will be taken up if on the 1IWil propo3ltlon there C8l1 be 
unanimity of opiniou." · 

CoNGRESS WoRKING Co:arnrrrEE's VIEws. 
'rhe above decision in respect of joint electorates in the forthcoming 

constitution was considered by the Congress Working Committee 
at its meeting in New Delhi on the 21st March and it appointed a sub
committee to discuss details ; bat the Committee recorded satisfaction 
on the· whole at the resolution of the Mahomednns. The Working 
Committee was attended by Messrs. S. Srinivnsn Iyen.,anr and A. Ranga
swami lyenger, President and Secretary, respectively of the Committee, 
Pnndit Nehrn, :Mrs. Snrojini Nnidu, Dr.l\f. A. Ansari and 1\fr. Prnknsam. 

The following resolution was unsnimously pnssed on the electorate 
question -. -

"The Workinl>: Committee considered the report of the informal conference of the 
~tative :Midwmedan gentlemen from all parte of India toorether with the 
proceedings at the meeting of the Hindu Membere of tbe Congress :Party during the 
last week. Tba Committee cordially appreciates the decision arrived . at the Muslim 
cooferenee to accept the institution of ]Oint electorates all over tbe conntry with 
reciprocal concessions in favour of the minorities. The followinO' sub-committee was 
constituted to discuss details with the· representatives -of the ifuslim conference and 
of the Hindu community :-Mrs. &rojini Naidu

1 
Pandit Motilal Nehru, Mr. S. 

Srinivasa Iyengar and Maniann Mnbomed Ali. Tne Committee trusts that upon 
this. basis a satisfactory settlement of the differences between the Hindus and 
Mnhomedan& will be speCdily effected." 

HINDU :!IEMBERS' VIEWS, 

The Hindu members of the Central Legislature met on the 23rd. March 
under the presidency of Pandit Malaviya to consider what should be 
the basis of discussion between the leaders of the Hindu and Muslim 
communities on the subject of their representation in the legislatures 
of the conntry. The proposals put forward by the leaders of 
ihe Muslim community. were considere<L The following principles were 
generally accepted by the meeting ns the basis of discussion :-

"(a) Joint electorate for all leoislatures throughout the country ; (b) ........WOn 
of seats on populatioo basis in ali legislatures throughout the country ; (c) safe
~ for the protection of religious and quasi-religious rights to be provided for 
w the oonstitution ; {d). qtl(.'Stion qf redistribution- of provinces on lfuguistie and 
otbcr essential: base& to be left open for consideration." 

A Committee consisting of representatives of all provinces was 
appointed to frame definite proposals after consulting Hindu opinion 
and to make an early report. 

THE "nnmuSTAN TIMES" coMMENTS. 
The Hmaustan Times which is conducted by Hindu leaders like 

Pandit Malaviya and Lain Lnjpat Rai· commented at great length 
on the Muslim proposals remarking thnt the spirit behind the proposals 
Was one of "heads I win ; tnils you lose. • The paper wrote :-

"In wbat wny is the establishment of joint electorates connected· with tile separa
tion of Sind and the introdnetion of reforms in Baluchistan or N. W. l!'ronlier ? 
M1J!IIims feel that in con~g to. Hindus l)le principle of joint electorate they are 
eotitled to expect && a pnce of this concessmn more power in Sind, Baluchistan and 
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N. \V. F. province where they constitute an immense ;najority. \Ve, however. desire 
to make it dear once fur all that Hindu Nationalist leaders are not asking for joint 
el~torntes, because therehy there is any likelihood of any increase in the power of 
~mdus in India, bot because joint electoratcs1 while ful1y protecting the legitimate 
mterests of nil minority t>Ommunities, will hclf in t.he ~owtb of a spirit o£ national
ism, in eliminating rather than -cmphasismg the dilferenccs prevailing between the 
dift'~rent sections of the population in the ~ountry." 

Pro~ng. the paper observes: Ito If l\lnR1ims desire separation of Sind to insure 
their dominance in one province there are Hindus who would like to re-adjust the 
boundaries of Ben£"Gl RDd Punjab to eliminate Muslim mnjorities from these hvo 
provinces. If the lormer are justified in urging their chUm, in what way aro the 
latter not justified in pleading for theirs 'l It must, however, he understood that 
redistribution of the provinces should he undertaken if it is at aU undertaken at any 
t.ime not to establish or destroy majorities, but facilitate administ.ration of certain 
areas and if separation of Sind is necessary to achieve this end. Muslims may feel 
sure that Hindu leaders will have no hcsit.n.tion in agreeing to their wishes. But 
if this separation is asked for merely to serve a sectional purpose. even Muslims must 
.n.clmit that if they ean justify separation of Sind on communal grounds, why cannot 
Hindus ask for readjustment of Punjab and Bengal to suit a communal purpose 
The object :b-Inslims have in view is to obtain as much ns they can and conCede as 
little as possible." 

Concluding the paper remarks: "\Ve cannot but condemn the spirit of pe_tty 
bartering that has mspircd the re;olution and feel amazed that such leaders aa Dr~ 
Ansruit I\Inuhma Mahomed Ali and Mr. Jinnah should have appended their signatures 
to it. If ltlm•lims agree to joint. cleetorntes, we can nsf>ure them that Hindu leadera 
will be prepared to meet tl1cm half way in other things and will be prepared on1y 
too glndlf to concede reasonable and legitimate demand of Mnhomedans and to 
consider m exactly that spirit the questions of Muslim representation in the Assembly.J 
of sep~ration of Sind, and of the introduction of reforms in the Front.ier ana 
Baluchistan." 

PUNJAB HI.l\"DU SABRA'S RESOLUTION. 

The Punjab Hindu Sabha on the 23rd l\farch passed a· resolution deny
ing the Indian Natiolllll Congress any loelt.S standi to represent the Hindu 
community in negotiations with Muslim organisation and declaring that any 
settlement arrived at would not be binding on Hindus and that the 
Hindu l\faha Sabha was the proper body to denl with such matters. 

THE SIKHS ON MUSLIMS' PROPOSALS. 

On the 25th l\farch Sardar l\fangnl Singh, General Secretary, 
Central Sikh League, addressed the following letter to the President, 
Indian N ntionnl Congress :-

"There is a consensus of opinion among the Sikhs that the principle of communal 
representation is harmful to the healthy growth of nationalism. They are,. therefore, 
in favour of entire abolition of this vic1ous principle which is only ~ible if 
r.Iahomcdan friends realising its harmful clfects on our body politic ROO t-heir ·way 
to give it up altogether. In this eonnedion I am glad to read in the pre~s that 
our Mahomedan friends have taken a step in the right direction in agreeing to have 
joint electorates. It would hnve been better if they hnd courageously stood for joint 
clretorntcs with no reservation of seats. But. under the circumstances ~·oint electorates 
with reservation of scats should be welcomed. For this Mnhomcdan caders deserve 
the sincerest thanks of all wcll·wishcrs of India. It would have been better if the 
matter hnd ended here. But they have proceeded fu.rthcr and have laid down certain 
oondit.ions precedent to its aeecptanee on whiclt I nm afraid opinions may diJfcr. 
For instan~ we will hn.ve to meet with great difficulties in the Punjab. There are 
three instead of two major rommunities for which we will have to mnke provision 
for their adequate representation. The Mahomednn friends have been very genero.UB 
in laying down that- they_ nre prepared to concede the same protection to non-l\lusli!ll 
minorities in Sind, N. \V. F. and Baluchistan as is afforded to Muslim minorities m 
other _p~vin~ But they carefully leave out of it th-e case of Punjab. Whnt about 
the Sikhs 1 I 88k, are they not an important minority in the Punjab like tho 
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Muslims in Bihar or the United Provinees ? If so, !.hen wlutt treatment will~ ~ 
meted out to them under the new dispensation 7 The authors of the lllont ~rd 
scheme have carefully ~iscd this fnct and hnvc oonscqucntly rerommen 
retention of scparnte communal rcprcsent.ntion to them. In the I~uebiow Pact, ~016, 
the Sikhs were left out of it al~nclher whieh hnd a di~t.rons cffe<>t ~ the _nattonal 
movement amonJ!' the Sikhs. I!<>th ~abatma. Gandh1 and. IA>ln Lawat_IW bad to 
IU!SUre the Sikhs that proper attention w!ll be pmd to the ela1m•. of the Sikhs nt . !be 
time of future readjustment of political relations between the dt1fercnt commumh~. 
I ... ure you that Sikhs m11 not stand in the way of nntio~nl unification of . Indi.'t. 
On tho other band they will do thcir utmost to necclernto 1t aU. Wlmt I WIRh to 
impress on you is ihe fact that specinl conditions prevailing in t.J:e Pnnjnb shoul~ be 
taken into consideration and ndcqtUJ.to roprescntnt.ion be provtdcd for the Stkhf!. 
It is noodless to say thst the Sikhs are an in1pertant minority with a very large 
stake in the country." 

In a subsequent statement to the press on the 26th April, Sardar "flfnngal 
Singh said that both Hindu and Muslim formulas for settlement of the 
eommnnal problem were defective. The former i!(IIorcd nil minorities whil~ 
the latter ignored the Sikh and Hindu minorities in the Punjab and Bengal 
and neither of them solved the Punjab tangle which was the ern.'< of the 
whole problem. He Stlggested a third formula which was more practical 
and solved the problem. It was briefly as follows. 

"(1) Joint electornf<l. (2) ndcq1mto protection for minorities by reservation of 
seats wherever minorities demand it. (3) the propos."ll of the creation of new 
provinces on l~istic and cultural basis mn.y: bo considered on its merits and 
reforms should be demanded for N. W. F. and other new provinces. If agreed to, 
this solves the situation in n. way not unfair to any party; for it ~ives protection 
to minorities only and the Sikh and Hindu minorities will not demand any separate 
rights in both BcnJrQ.l lllld the Punjab which means that communal representation 
~ill be virtually ai)Qlishcd in these provinces. The underlying idea of this formula 
IS no protcdion for majorities. They should be able to protect themselves. It also 
meets Muslims ha1f wny. As regards creation of lncw provinC<!S let Muslims lJO 
assured that non-:Uuslims will not o_ppose the introduction of reforms, in N. W~ F. 
and all other provinces. If agreed to, the Hindus should be prepared to give 
adequate protection to Muslim minorities whereever the)' feel tlint Uwy should 
be protected, unless they themselves realise like the Sikhs u.nd Christians that commu· 
r:!_:~present.Rtion is harmful to the best interests of tho minorities themselves, 
ucc;;(Wj;e in that case communal consciousness is awakened amongat the majorities 
as welL 

MR. JINNAH ON THE SCHEME 

In a statement to the Associnted Press on the 29th "fi>L'U"ciJ, Mr. AI. A. 
Jinnah explained that the Mussalman leaders' offer to the Hindu.• was not 
fully appreciated both by the Hindus and Mussalmans. He made it clear 
that the ofter to accept a settlement on tho basis of proposals made 
therein was subject to what he would call conditions precedent before tbc 
Mnssalrilllns would be prepared to ·accept joint electorates with 
reservation of seats. These conditions are a sine qua non ; 
. (1) Thst Sind Bh<?nld be separated from Bombay Presidency nnd constituted 
mto a separate _provmce, (2) that the Rclorms should be ictrcdueted. ic the North
West Frontier Province and Baluchistan on the same footing ns nny other province 
jn ~dia a"f!d that Hindus would agree ~~ suppo~ this demand of the Mnssn.lmans. 
It IS only m th~ . even~ of these. eonditlODf! bang acec_pted that the Mussnlrnnns 
would i_lgi'OO to ]O~t cl~ra~ WJ;th reservat1on of scats m nU provinces, and mnko 
conCCSSlons to. Hindu ~n-or1ties m the matter of. the number of ~rcscntatives in 
th~ three J?ro.vmces of Sind, North-West Frontier Provinoo and Bnluchistnn "" 

.Hindu IDll]Onty provmccs would bo prcparccl to make to Mussalmnn. minorities. 
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'I1•is mntt.cr of concessions c.nn be discu:;scd nnd settled hy re:~pon~iblc rommittecs 
U1:1t may he appointed by the two <"Ommunitics t{'gpcdively. In Pnnlnh nnd 
lkllf~l. t.he proportion -of reprcscntntion F>hould bo in ncronhmec with the 
population ; in other words, mix<'d clectorntcs ,,·ith the r~rvntion of scnts n<"'ronlinp: 
to population. !n the Central l.cg"islntnre l'tlnssalmrm~ n:pn.'S{'ntntion sboulcl not be 
less than onc-thtrd, nlso thron~h mixed el~torntcs with reservation of scHts. 

'Thi-s offer is inter.depcndCnt nnd can only be nC'ccp:tOO. or rejected in its cnti(;t.y, 
The Hindu kaclcrs have in their meeting held in Delhi on 23rd llarch lfr27 
nppo!ntcd a Committee eonsil'ting of reprcscntnt.ivcs of nU provinces to frnme 
ddimto proposals after consultin~ Hindu opinion nnrl make nn enrly report.. 
I therefore trust that the country will give the fullest. ron!'idcrntion to the o!fer tbnt is 
made wit.hout nny heat or pasHion -being created nnd in a <'alm nnd impartial 
atmosphere. I may point out tbnt in this offi•r, whi("h is' far-reaching-, the most 
notable feature is it.s rcco~ition that scparnt.c electorates <'.an only be ~t. rid of hy a 
thoron~h adoption of the ~ystem of Jtivc nnd tnkc. I trust that it will be eritieiscd 
in n. Rpirit of tolcmtion. The question of separate or mixccl ('\cctorntcs i!!: after nll 
a method nnd a means to nn end. The end in view is t.h.nt Mussnlm:ms shonltl be 
made to fccl that they nrc secure nnd mtfe7gtlftl'ded n~nst n.ny net of oppr~sion 
on the part of the majority, nnd that they need not f<.'ar tlta.t during the tru.nsitionul 
stage townrds the IuUcst development of nntionnl Government the majority WOtt\<1 he 
!n n position t~ oppress or tyrannise the minority. ns majorities are prone to do 
m ot-her conntnes~ 

It must be ret~isrc:l thnt unde-r tlle cireumr;:tan<'C'S and prevailing conditions it 
is ess:ent.inl tfm.t thri politi<'nl equippoisc must be maintained. It is. to maintain t~is 
balance that 1\Iuss.:llmnns have taken a simple nnd iuster mf'thod with tlm rcciproc•~·Y 
f'lnnse. If this main pro1msition were accepted by Hindus. then I fuel that 1t will 
lead to n hopeful ntmoRphere nnd settlement is within reach. I am personally not 
Wt-'<ldt~ to sepamte clcetornk>S, lllthonzh I must sn.v that the overwht'lming mnjor_it.y 
of Mu~snlmnns finn1y nnd honestly believe tbnt t.hnt "is the only method by whtdt 
they can he secure. I think there are mlvnnt.1gcs and disndvnntn,.s in n system of 
scpnrntc elcdomtcs. Yet I am not prepared to aub&-ribe to the view that separate 
clcctomtcs will constitute nn rlfcct.ivc har to the growth and development of reprN«Jn
tnt.ivc t.!Qvemmcnt. On the other hand I Nlnnot say t.hnt the acceptance of . mix~l 
cl(.'('"tornto system ia free. from objtX't.ions under prevailing <'.Ondit.ions or thnt It will 
cream oompletc Nationnlism the next day. The qne::tion~ therefore, of n syfitem of 
scp..1ratc or miscd clcctorntcs is~ as I said before, more n question of mclho(ls and 
means to nn end. 

Therefore., tho rrol issue is how to gil·e a rcn.l sense of ronfidencc nnd security 
to the minorities. Other questions, namely formu1ro TCJrllrding the share of 1\Iussnl
mn.ns in the service of the country. safq:;n:mls in IeW~Intures ~inst bills and 
rl'solutions which may affect religion. custom, usn~ or inter-eommnnal interests n:ul 
the question rcgnrding other c1reth•c bodiC'S em I think be solved if tho mnJ_or 
propos.1l contained in the offer be ngrced upon. As soon nll> I ret'civc a delimte 
answer to the offer from the Hindu leaders, the next step I would like to take 
would be to caU a meeting of the members of the Ccnt.rnl C.Qmmittcc of t.hc All
India 1\Iuslim League, the Committre appointed by the Khilnfnt f'.onfercnC'e,_ the 
cxerutive members of the Jamintnl Ulcmn1 the l\luslim members of the CouneU of 
State nud the Assembly, at nn enrly date and mny form a small Committee nt. tltis 
meeting with a view to disenRS other matters with the Committee or Commtttcca 
tllnt the Cong-ress, :Mahas.'lbhn and oth<'r political orsmnigntions in t.he country may 
appoint.., and then any sct.t.lemcnt that mny be finally arrived at b~ t!tcsc 
Committees would of em1rnc be subject to rntiti<'Jttion by the va.rious orj:;.tmsntJ!lns 
of tlte country, both Hindu and ].fussnlmnu. I may in conelu~ion say tbnt no time 
should be lost in bringing about n speedy settlement at this critienl juncture. 

llfADRAS ~lUSLIM llf. L. c.'s OPPOSITION. 

The following statement signed by ten Muslim Councillors of the 
l\fadras Council was communicated to the Press :-

"At a mcetin~ of the Muslim mf'mbcrs of the Madras I~slativc Council heM on 
the 28th and 30th Marrh to oonsidt•r the question of ioint clcctornt<'S tentatively 
ngrec<l upon by 1\Inslim leaders of Northern India fmhjcct to certain conditions 
being fuJfillcd, we, the undcrsig:ncd, nftcr <'nrcftt1 consideration of the full significnncc 
of joint clcctornlcs have come to the conclusion that, under the present circumstances, 
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joint eloctomtes for Muslims in this Presidency ~eularly wil! not only_ pmve 
ijetrimcntal to the political advancement of the Muslim oommuruty but will nlso 
ieopanlise the interests of the Muslims and to a very ~ :;xtent bampcr the 
friendly relationship that emts between ~ Hindus and Muslims • 

~ SUPPORr OF JOINT El.EOIORATE. 

At ilie ~~g· of-the Executive Committee of tlte M. P. C! C. held 
at Poona on the 3rd April two important resolutions, one rcla~ng. to 
1]Je Hindu-MUlllim q~estion and the other relating to the constttutlon 
of the Congress and work in the Councils proposed by Mr. N. C. Kelkar 
were adopted • The first resolution was to the following eftcct :-

(1) The· suggestion nbont joint electornt<S should _be w~o)ly ~tab~e. 
Without joint electorates it is impossible ·to establish _pohtJciU nmty JR 
the oonn~. (2) The Mnhomedans demand thet some seats should also 1?<> IeBerved 
for them m the eleetions. 'That suggestion nlso is likely . to meet w•th J!Oneral 
a~~-&ncc. It would be j!tst to reserve seats in proportion to· the number of 
a Mnhomedan el<!etomtA> : bnt Jlfahomedans being in a omjority, Hind!!• should bs 
libend-mindOO enoud to consent to the ~rvation On a po~lntion baatf~: But the 
Mahomcdnns should- regard this coneessron as the maxlmum concession. If the 
population basis is acoopted Mnbomedans will hnve to snerifloo some seats awarded 
to them in neeordnnee with the Lnekn<>w p.1ct ; but Mnbomedans must be prepa!"'i 
for surh diminution. · (3) This meeting is not agreeable to the j»'!lpol!al of separntlon 
of Sindb from the 1lomba;r Presidency. At tbe same time it thinkS thnt there. should 
be no objection to give Smdb its proper position when a formation of pti>VtDCCS on 
linguistic bnsis is undertaken throughout 1ndia. · • · · 

The second resolution ran as follows :-
In IeBulut.ion No. 5 of the Ganbat.i Congress whiclJ relates to work in the 

Legislatures, clauses A nod B should be deleted, clauses 0. and D. E. and F may 
renmin as th")C are. The Congress should not lay down any definite rules for 
seeeptsnee of Jlfinistershlps ; but it should be lclt to the elected members in 
provincial Councils to do wbot they like. It has been proved by· the election to the 
U>uncils nnd subsequently by the fate of· specific IeBolntions or the amendments 
moved b;r the Congress party in the Councils that the electorates in the country 
are not m favour of ma.JriBg Ministries impossible in each province. Ministries have 
been formed and are so fsr working. The eleetorstes bnve been brought into cxistenoo 
by the demand of the Congress plaeed before the Joint Parlismenlaq' Committee in 
1919. R is not for the CongieBB, therefore, to set up its mandnts m conflict with 
their wishes, the original thoory being thnt the electorates are to elect their repre
sentali- nod try to expieBS ond enforce their will in the Councils so fsr as they 
may be able to do so smong the elected members. In most of the provineia1 
CoUncils, members eleeted on a non-Congress ticket are in a majority. U is 
obvions i.berefore that the eleclorntea are not m favour of tho IeBtrictions placed by 
the Con~s upon the fonuation of the · .Ministries. Whnt must be a reasonable 
course 'to follow is that Ministries should bs ollowed to be formed in the first 
instanre j but, ns the Governor in each pmvinee has been found to follow the 
ronstitntienal practice of seeking to form a Ministry in the pmvinoo by inviting 
the numerically lnr~ gmnps in the Councils to olfer their nommees for taking up 
Jlfinisternhlps nn attempt should be made to form in ench province a Congress party 
out of not only elected members but even other memberS wbo may be willing to 
work the Councils in a national spirit and for the benefit of the country on the 
lines nod in the spirit of clause Te), (d), (e) nod (f) in the · Gnuhati CongieBB 
resolution. Presumably a party so formoo would be numerically larger then any 
other party in the COuncils imd will. have. therefore an opportunity to olfer the 
nominees to work in the national spirit. · It. would of course be open to such a 
party to demand KJ.:':,;:" or ·understandings fmrn nominees offered· fOr aeecptnnce of 
office after the · · tries hnve commenced to work and function in the usoal 
manner. It would soon be discovered whether the Ministers are beltaving in a 
manner calculated to secure the object of the .party and if the Ministers are found to 
be on the ril(ht lines generally and to ·help the Councils in <>UT)'ing out its will 
t.lwl;l the :Ministers woUld ~1J,rell7 be supported in tll~ .mcaaurcs if these be found 
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Sllpportnble <?n meri!B: If however the Ministers are found to be administering their 
departn~.ents m a spmt ~ntmry to that of the above mentioned cJauscs of the 
Gauhatl ~ngm;s reso~utio.n, then they would be asked to redeem their pledges and 
undertnkin_ga or to rengn tf they are not prepared to do so. In case the Ministers 
do not restgn under the above-mentioned circumstances tho party should defeat or 
even pns'! a vote of censure on the Ministers concerned and further take the 
opportumty at the next bu~ to cut down their sal'lrics and thus remove them. 
The Ministers who a:re enabled to take office with the approval nnd support of Buch 
o. Congress Party \nil always be found better thn.n nny other Ministers who ouly 
rely upon communal vote or Government support. The point is that the Congress 
Party should ~ke advantage of the constttutional practice resorted to by the 
Gt_;lv~rnor ~f oolhug. upon !he nu~caUy llll'ger groups ~ nominate candidates for 
Mtmstcrshtps nnd gtve thetr nomme.:s a chance fo.r euforClllg the will of the electorates. 
U J!l~s this is done Ministries will always go to. people unamenahie to popular 
opmton or not bound by any pledges or nnderatauding.a. The reason for adopting 
this course is just the couuterpsrt of the reason for which the Confl"rcss tries to 
capture elective seats in the Councils, the reason, namely, that it is m~ch better in 
any case to prevent. places of power and privileges from being capturud by 
undesirable men. A vacuum cannot and ought not to be allowed to exist and 
should be filled by the better sort of men. As fur as possible tho Congress should 
be prepared to doocntrnlize her work. So much of tho national work as crut be 
done through tho eouucUs shouhl. be left to tbe councils ; but there .is an amount 
of national work thnt cannot be done through the councils under the present 
Govemment of India Act or even in anr impending amendment of the same. for 
example_,. relations with Native St.ates, Foreign afihlrs, Army and Navy ndministmti~n1 
higher ~,;ivil services the Secretary of State ana his powers, fiscnl rutd financial 
autonomy, Asiatic Federation etc., etc. Tho Congress should rcsevc her time aud 
energy for these and other transcendental matter. There is enough work for the 
Congress in this respect and much le.ia soopo for friction or ditferenee of opinion 
between the dillerent sections of Indian opinion. Further tha Congress should uspire 
to act not as a pro~uandist be fore any particular view of national salvation, much 
less for particular interest in the country. She should be like u. League of Nations 
or nn m ternntional body taking upon herself the duty and the 1-esponslbility of 
reaolving as fur as possible the growing conllict of difierent intcr0>1ts in India. Tho 
Congress should be in itself or should carve out its body su Ar-bitration Board fur 
this special purpose. The Congress will retain the rcsp4?Ct a.ud love of the Indian 
people as a whole only if she puts herself on that higher plane. The present 
restrictions about Congress members on account of khaC.ldu.r dress etc.. sl10uW be 
removed if the Congress should be really nn All· India and thoroughly repre:;entathrc 
body. Also the constitution should be 50 fmmcd that apart from the representatives 
of local el~toN, elected members of the different l~slaturcs iu India should 
have a place in the Congress automatically as a lllllllcr of ~ht by reason of their 
election to the Council nccordiug to some scheme o~ representation. 

BIHAR MUSLIMS' OPPOSITION. 
A spc<:ial mectin"' of tl!e Muslim rel;lrcsentativcs of Bihar ~d OrisStl w~ convened 

on the 8th May in the Anjuman Islamm Hall! Patna to consuler the Delhi scheme of 
joint electorate. The hall wns full: Sir A i ImiUil, Sir M. .Fakhrudilin, MCSB~. j 
~rfraz H nssain Khan, Shnfi Daudi, K. B.. Mahomcd Ismru~ Messrs. Abtlul Aztz, t 
Mnbomed Hussain, Athnr Hussain Quaize, Ahmed Hussain, besides dclogntcs from j 
other districts were present. ~ 

Prolonged discussion centred round the Dclhi proposals. Sir Ali Inmm, lfoulana 
Sbnlli Dnudi,nndllfr. SyedAziz, supporred the Delhi proposals and pointed out that 
in most of the prorlnces as in Bihar a few Muslim re1nuentatives returned through 
separate communal electomtes could not safeguard Jrlusli111 interests wi~ut tha 
help of non·Muslim members who outnumber them: Any propos~ cm.'l!lattn~;" ~m 
them was turned down by Hindu membcl'9. Muslim rcpresentattves did like-wise. 
AU this created misunderstanding and mischief. Mitittwt Hindus wero returned to 
Councils to crush le!!itinmtc aspiru.tiona o:f Muslims. Muslims lwl sepam~ electorate 
for 7 yoora but had 'they gained anything 't Lnws were made in Cow•ci! to. sa~c- J 
guard the interests of all <:Ommunittes and not to U!jure RDY. of them. S1r Ah sat~~ 
that no community or nation would prosper unless .1t came m contact and compc..-ti- 1 

tion with others. Wheu India atw.ined political freedom Mualims woul\1 loot> JJluch 
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by position of isolation. J.Iuslims should think thllt 'vhcre!!s OOrf!munnl . clccto:nicS 
had their use only once in three years, th<'y cannot help th"-·tr re~nhons wl!h Hmdll 
neie:hbonrs. Aiu:~lims would by tbcir scpnrntist tendency meet wtth cconom~c boycott 
nnd retaliation nnd be even feared thnt Muslim life nml property were 1.n. dnngcr 
in villn.ges. This wns bcc:msc their separatist tendency had aroused suspiciOn and 
hostility in the minds of Hindus. If IUuslims thcmseh·cs wnntcd to stand aloof. he 
•nw no reason why they should complain of speeches nt the platform of Hindu 
Mnhnsnhhn. 

Khan Bahadur Nawab J\Iahnmmnd Ismnil, the Hon'blc Sir Fukhruddin, . ~r. 
Atahar Hussnin and Khnn llahadur Nawnb Shrafmj Hus..<min k.Imn led the opp~:uuttOn 
to the joint clect()mte.. Sir F11khntdtlin said that under the /"oint clcctornte chnnccs 
of friction would multiply. Friction could be avoitlcd if gool foclings: were rcsto_red 
between the two communities. But good ft..-cliugs could be restored if :Mt~sb.ms 
surrendered some of their rights. Even then he was doubtful that communal frJetlon 
could be completely avoided. Khan &hndur Nawnb Shrnfraj Hussnin Khnn enid 
that scparn.tc elect.ornt.e wns necessary so long as Hindu m.cnt..'llity wus not chnn~d1. 
He complained that Hindu members of the Assembly did not display impartiality 
in matters of introduction of reforms in North \V estern Frontier nnd Ajmcr.!. 

Discussions were adjourned in the afternoon. when the following resolution were 
adopted :-"In view of the bet that some lcrulers of the sistcr community nre taking 
advautnge of the proposals mndc nt the Delhi Muslim Conference and there is danger 
that Muslims would he deprived of their rights of sepnn~.tc representation without 
their rightful demand~ being accepted and in view of the fttct that sepnratc rcprc
sentntion of minoritie5 wns nccesaa.ry so 1ong ns communalism rci~ncd supreme in 
the -country and also in view of rhc fnet that in spite of all sorts of friendly ~estnrcs 
on the part of Mussalmans tb.e sist.t•r community has developed marked tendency 
towards communalism which is c,-ident from its hostile attit.udc towards aU political 
and rclifdous rights of l\:lussalmans .and has recently been ,:d:ven public expression 
on the platform of the All Imli.1l. Hindu 1\Inhas..'lhha .at Patnn, this conference of 
Mussalmans of Bih:tr .and Orisl'la is of oviniou that the proposals for replacing 
~epnrat.c t-leelomtc hy mixed electorate nre premature and as such harmful to the 
interests of Mussnlmans and therefore this conference dcptec..'l.t.CS any attempt. to take 
awu.y the right of separate reprcscntlltion from l\Iussahnans nntl decllll'CS that in the 
circumstances mentioned nbovc the Mussalmans nre not at nil prepnrud to give up 
the right of sepa.mte representation for nny price. This confercnee is of opinion 
thu.t reforms should at once be :£int.roducetl into North \Vc&t{!rn Frontier Province 
aml Sim.lh should nt once be separated from Bombay rresidcncy and constituted 
iuto a separate province and hopes that llindus as proo of their chnngc of heart 
will support. tl!C'-ic demands of Mussalmaus and thus ll!LYC the way for settlement 
of politicnl <lificrences." 

ALL-INDIA LEADERS IN DOMBAY 

About this time most of the Congress leaders were coming 
in Bombay to attend the A.I.C.C. meetings. They held informal con
ferences in Bombay under the prcsidcntsbip of Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar 
on the 13th and 14th May. In these conferences the future policy 
and programme of the Congress us well as the communal questions 
fonncd the subjects of long discussion. The position of labour in the 
Congress programme, the Delhi J\>Iahomcdan offer of Hindu-Moslem 
settlement and unity between the Swarajists and Rcsponsivist parties 
in the Congress ranks were also the chief questions round which 1\ 

vehement discussion centred for over three hours without coming to 
any conclusion. l\fr. Srinh·asa Iyengar favoured at least a partinl 
surrender to the Rcsponsivists in the intci'cst of unity, although 
l\fnulnna l\Inhomed Ali oppose<l the proposnl on the ground that too 
much sm~·cndcr would lead to the extinction of the Congress. On the 
question of Delhi l\Iahomcdan oil'er strong views were expressed on 

. both sides. Some favoured the Jiunnh conference proposals while 
others refused to countenance auy move for sepamtion of Sind from 
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the Bombay Presidency. The decision however was put o!r for tl>e 
All India Congress Committee meetings held on the 15th llfuy and sub
sequent days. (For Proceedings Sec p. 9.) 

Bombay Decisions and After 
Under the auspices of the Madrns Mnbaj!Ula Sahba and the Mndins District 

~ngress Committee. a public -meeting of the citizens of Madras was held on the 
•Hst. May at the Gokhnle Hall, Mndrns, when Messrs. S. Srinivnsa Iyengar, &mi 
Vcnka~chalam Chetti and others. spoke on the 11Bomhay . All-India Congress 
Commtttee nnd after'. Mr. S. Sa.tyamurti presided. The hall was fully erowded 
nnd Meo:lsr~. T. Prakn.snm and Bulusu Sambamurt.i wereJ'resent on the p1otfor.ql. 

Alr. SATYAMURTl, in opening the proeeedings 8lli that no one re,.,"''etted more 
than he the personal nspect which the oontroversv had assumed among the Con~ 
men. .As fnr as t1te ''Justice" Party nnd thO outsiders were concerned in 1t he 
could not srek a quarrel with them bnt if a quarrel came with them then he wOuld 
not withdmw from it. So fur as his~ ct?mrades-in-arms the Congressmen, were 
concerned, those Congressmen whose patrtotiSm were undoubted and whose motives 
were unquestionable lie keenly r.:-.grctted as profoundly as any body else that there 
should be this trouble umong them. He was satisfied, however, that there· were 
only tempo~ misundcrsW.ndings which would be ended sooner than their enemies 
imngined. a.lHl cnndid friends- hOpe lor and he was sure they ·wonld all be united 
once ~ under the banner of freOOom and Swaraj. Thcir enemies need not imflb~C 
th:tt the Congressmen would be misled into troubled watcra. That would ne\~r 
be the case as long as the spirit of freedom existed among the rank: and file of his 
country. He did not propose to speak to them on the propriety or otherwise of the 
~ I. C. C. decisions.. ~"fhnt wns a matter to be decided between the A. I. C. C. and 
the Working Committee of whieb he bad not the honour to be a member. It would 
be decided between them at the proJlel: time and ~lnce.. He only ventured to sn.y 
thnt under the constitution of the Congress, un<ier the direction of their election 
pledges, the Working Committee had every right to issue instntctions to the Congress
men in the Councils. He asked only the public to watch the discussions amongst 
them not as interested spectators enjoying a cock or bull fight but as men under· 
standing thn.t those who lrere en~ over this conflict were actuated on both sides 
with the highest of motives.- 1'hey might have done wrong ; after all they were 
only hmnan. If they had erred they had erred not in malice but in good faith, not 
for personal gnin but for publie advan~ alone they bud done it. 

The main question before them wns tliis. Were they goiog to use or abuse the 
strength of the furty-one elected members of the Madras Council in order 
consciously or unconsc10us1y, directly or indirectly, to enthrone in power and in office 
n. party which for six long years snt ns nightmare over this provine~ which allowed 
consistently the communal ~ to- be raised over every public activity nnd tried to 
develop this province into bCeoming the Ulster of India 'l Except the Rajl\ of 
Pan~al s.nd his personal friends anil dependents, no patriotic Brahmin or Christian 
would like to play again the gume played by the Justice Party. II the Congress Party 
hnd done wrong, the only ground on which they did it was to soo that the Raja ol 
Pann,.onl and his friends were kept a. way from office. This, he · considerec:J, to be n 
distinct service to the cause of nationalism and to the interest of Ind1n. Public 
memories were short. They all knew or ought t-o know how the Justice Pnrty, when 
in office. throuuh its lender declared on the floor of the Council thnt politieal 
prl:ronerS should be treatOO worse than criminnls. That pruty, in fnct, while in office, 
sold their power ap:nin nnd again to the bureaucracy~ He would ask them to take 
into account the ntt-itude of that pnrty towards kbaddar, prohibition anq. non-co
operation about which now that they were out of office they professed tbClr nboun
dmg faith. The eritics and the candid friende now forgot all that, ~Vhen the 
,T U$ticc Party were in power they_ hounded out non~-opcmtion> khJ'Uldnr nn<! 
Ait>Jmtma Gandhi. But now the RaJa of Panngal was saymg tbet Mabe.tma Gandhi 
was a great mru1 nnd he would unveil the latter's portrait, though he would not 
accept his polities. For about G years this part~ per&"Cut«l nationalism. T!lke 
~1-in the question of prohibition. Str. A. P. Patro s ~nn shot on the subJect 
when he was compelled to lay down his office was seen in the Government Order of 
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August. The order said that prohibition wns on impossiblity. local option wns 
unworkable nnd the mtioning system_ was not practical and there!ore th.ey could do 
nothing to bring about tem~nmcc. . The Chairman eould multiply mst!Ul<'.es of 
that sort and did they wnnt, he Mkcd, thet such '\ p11rty should lie put !" power 
t~na-ain ? The Congress Party in the face of this thi!lg d:td what they_ ~nstderod to 
be the best thing-. A few words now about their candid friende nud cntlCs. . 

THE JUSTICE PARTY AND THE MINISTRY 

Mr. Pmknsruna and his friends told them that tilC Congress Party in the Council 
was wron~ in their judgment nnd if only they had defctltcd this Ministry the J usticc 
P~ would not come to power or the Government would have resumed the 
admmistration of tmnsfcrrcd subjects. Why ? Their friends even went to the length 
of saying that there could be no dissolution of the Council Let them first note 
the one geographical fact, viz., that Dellii was far away from Madras and they, the 
Congress Party, knew the exact sitns.lion here.. Mr. Pmknsam was not here and 
the Congress Pnrty1 after careful consideration and talks with friends nnd foes, 
crune to the conclusion that if they w-ere to defeat the present Ministry they were 
fuoed with two alternatives: viz., either the coming into power ngo.rin of the Justice 
Party of if that party kept its promise not to accept o:fice, the Governor would be 
compc]Jed to dissoh·e tile Council. The Co_~~s Pnrty were taking long quotations 
from the speeches of the Rnja of Pnnagru and Mr. Krislumnn N11ir to show that 
tlmt party would not n.ccept office. The speaker did not wish to oflCnd tl1c C..'l.llons 
of public opinion nnd criticism. But he wns entitled to say that he f('fUsl'tl to take 
thoSe speeches seriously at their face value. He had been deceived in the pnst and 
he was not going to be tn\pfk.""<i again by the promises of that party. 'Vhat worth, 
he asked, wei-ethC promises of the memben; of that party ?Thcirpromisewns thnt "they 
will not accept office in thc-prescntCouncil.n Did thcv (the Justice Party) or did they not 
want the dissolution of the present.Couneit 1 Tile Spookcr had got the authority of n. 
high official, whose name he would not diselose,thnt nt that time n~tiatious were going 
between the Private Secra.tacy to the Governor and the Ra.jn. of PnnD!-,ral nnd thnt the 
Raja of Panagnl should be summoned to form a ministry and as Ministers they should 
be allowed to go to the country nnd with all the prestige, influence and patronage 
at their disposal, a re-election should be held. Those were the terms of the nJ4,T{ltin.
tions. Then. ~~ they were told that· they and the Justicites could hnvc joined to 
defeat the Ministry. On the floor of the House both Mr. Snmi Venkntochnlnm 
Chetti and the speaker said on two different occasions and several tim~ outside thnt 
if any accredited leader of the Justice Party would make n public dcdnrntion either 
on the floor of the House or outside, thnt they found dynrchy unworkable and 
that they would not neept office under the dyarchic scheme, the Swnmjyn Party 
would have also given an assurance and would have ioined them to defeat the 
present Ministry or any other possible .Ministry. He would still repent that under
taking with a full !!CilSC of responsibility. Let the Justice Party nceept. it. 

'!'HE OTHER ALT£RN.ATIVES 

Then again their tmdueers said that the Governor would not dissolve tl1e 
Council according to tllC ertnblished conventio-ns. The speaker, however knew 
of no such. convention •. 'l"he rcsu~ption of trans{erred subjC'Cts- by tbc Gove:tn~r hnd 
happened m two provmces only, m Bengal and m the Centro! Provinces under tho 
rules of . the Governl!le.n_t of l?dia .Act. Resumption of transferred subjects was n 
v~ senous resporunbtbty which could be done only with the snnclion of His 
ll1ajesty'a Secretary of Stare for India. And further before tho ScereL1ry of State gave 
any sanction for such transfer he would have to be satisfied that th(·re would be 
no ~ssibility of the form!it~on oi nny Ministry in that CounciL. 

They were perfectly willmg to face the electomtcs at any time but not at the 
dictation of the Rnja of Pa.nn.gnL Political pnrtics all over the wortd chose their 
own time to ~ to the elccto-mtes. I~ wns only six. months ngo the clcetorntc l'c
turned them m generous numbers. Takmg Madras City alont; it gnve th('m abound
ing C?nfidence ~y returning four Swnrajists to th~ Hindu and one to the :Mnhomedru1 
constituency. Hl8 party refu-sed to be stampOOcd mto nn e1cction for the sake of RajR 
of Prurngal nod hi• friends. 

CHARGES AGAINST THE SWARJISTS 

As regards the thr~wing ~ut of Ministers' snlaties, a. charge w_ns levelled ~inst 
them not only by theu' enemies bnt .nlso by thcir friends. He did not destre to 
ans·wer his enemt~ becnuse they could never satisfy them. To the cxttnt that 
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enme from tht•ir friemls he Yen I urc<l to ~h·c in all humility nn an~wfr nnd 
hop!-_'1:1 that an;,;,n·r. would be ncTc-p!C'fl. The spt'ltkt'r m•:.::t read ont the char;..~ mmle 
n;.:nn~t the party m the i~suc of .. The Swarajyau of the 20th. instant. He t-hen 
l·•a.!d, ~l.t.:~t he would c~::lan~c nn_y _one to jlfO\'C that tln~y }u~d yc~·cr \'O~t'tl llb'1lim•t 
htndJcMI nv.:asnrc:~. lhc ;-swarajya had ljlWtcd 1\Ir. I\Iumuwanu Nrudu \nth f{'g<trd 
to the cut in the l\linistcrs' salarit.'S for the purpo~ of showing- that. the Swnruji!>l.'i 
only prof{'sscd to dt·stroy clvnrchv. He conld nmlC"rstand the objft.'t of drwming 
t.ht'm into his part.y's uet. mnl liis olijet•t was to ~ into offire. Hut he could''' not 
!mdC'rstnnd "tiwurajya's" ohj<'d in qnoting- ~\Ir. Muniswami Nnidu to lash the Swamj
t;;.l$. \Vh<'n tlld .i\Ir. Muniswami Nairlu bC£•Oa!C a friend of "The Swarajva'' to get 
the honour of an. N}itoriul ffi{'ntiol~ i_u its 8:lCa.'(l C'olumns 1 H? woul~ onfy sny that 
he too Wfi;-'> of opmmn that 1hc mtm:•:ters oug-ht to rcduee tl1c1r salunes. In a poor 
<'Ollntry ltkc lmha they rould not afford to p.'1y such hi~h salaric~. They remained 
nt•ntral simply because n ministry wa.<J there whit•h could be destroyed at an opportune 
moment without playing into the hantls of thcir cn('JJlies. 

Proccrdiug, thc- chairman dwelt at lcn~th upon t.he ehar~e that. the SwarnjiF-ts 
voted nf!"ttinst benctieial measures.. The Swamjya l};trly Jmd never helped the Gov
ernment. In ~upport of this ''The ~warajya'' had quoted the di~ussion on the 
~nhje<'t of rt-'g'istmtion ft'N>. The :\Iiuister m dmr~ of tJmt department rt>plying to 
the token motion sh1hxl tlmt he \Youid certainly do all that WllS possible for him to brin~ 
nhout n rcdu<'tion in ft'{'S. A~Uu the nnthority for ''The Swarnjya1 wns 1\Ir. 
)luniswnmi N:tidu. n. tn('mUcr of a rart.y which moved a vote of censure UJ!ainst the 
paper for some remarks :t~ainst the President nnd the Swaraji~ts came to its rescue. 
The ohjc<:t of the token motion was to geL the purpose for· whieh it was mmle and 
the minister- hatl given his assumn<'c. \Vcre they to be blamed if they rt>fttsed to be 
drawn by the Jusfit>itcs in their ~ame? If the minister did not do :mythin~ on the 
matter tlu~n the time would come to censure the ministcrialists. \Vith re~ud to the 
charge on this nry same question Sir A. P. Patro while in office refused to make 
nny reduction, \Vhat. wns the reply of .Mr. Ranganudlm l\Indulia.r concerning the 
~nt to the Anflhm University 'l Grca.ter grants were a-sked for and the Chief 
Minh>tcr said that Rs. 1,15,00) was the amount thnt the Vice-Chancellor himself 
had W"kL"<i for nnd that was put in the bud~t nnd that if the scheme;. were ready 
he wonh.l gi.Ye more grants. \Vhat was the charge on this subject 1 The lnst charge 
of .. The ~warnjyn~' wtl.S resolution No. 5 of the Gan1mti Congress which lmd 
dir<'~ted Con:.,>TL>Ssmcn lo throw out bud~ds n.nd refuse supplies unless otherwise dircct
ctl by the A+ I. C. (]. That wns a mntter of intcrpretntion of the r~lution. 11tcir 
own interpretation wns certainly not inconsistt:nt. On H1c question of the Gcneml 
1-Iospit;ll scheme tlK"Y did not support. the Governmmt. The proecedin~-s of the 
('ounl'il would rcYenl the next. position. They nskcd the Hon. the 1-.'l.W "Member at 
Ooty to mind his own business on the qncs\ion of the Irrigation Bill. 'fhey refused 
hdp to the &<-ond l\linister when he askctl them to gi\·c evidence before the (Am· 
mi!tre oonstitntcd to amend the Rt'Iit-,>ions Endowment Boards Act.. Did these, the 
t'hairmrut al'kcd, show ca-oprmtion with the Government 'l He t>oncluded by F:Jying 
that the enemies of the C-onl!'ro;s W<'l'C many who were unserupu1ons nnd l"C'l'onrceful 
:md he appealed to his friends and the public to bclp them and to stand by tltcm in 
the hour of Nisis. · 

MADRAS SW .A RAJISTS' ACTION JUSTIFlF.D 

:Mr. SAlU VE11-fiATACHALAY Cm·:rri, who wns next ealled upon to sp<>ak, Raid 
tiHtt the manner in whil"h the Swnrnjists were aUackt.'<l by their oppone-nts wm\ 
Hnworthv of nnv d('('cnt mnn ;: a.nd 1he time had oomc whro they must hit hark. 
Thf'y hn;l suilit·i'cntly C'xplaincd why it had }}('('orne nccc>ss:uy for the Swarnjya Pnrty 
in the Council to rcmnin nentr:i1 and aHow the ln<k·pendent mini~5try to remain in 
ollkc in view of the likelihood of the Justice Party being ag-ain put in power. Mr. 
t4ambamurti who wns one o.f those who thoo::ht thnt the Swarnjya Party ~:~hould 
)lave O\'erthrown the pr<>£ent mlnistry hnd himself not been sure whether t1wy would 
he doin~ the right thing if they ''oh:'fl fl/-..>";l!nst the p_r('~nt ministry. The spr.akcr 
qnot<'<l from the spcceh of Mr. &mhamurh, nnd mnmtamcd that ~ there wn.s no 
po!'isib-ility of seeing t1lat the .Justice Pm1v wns not cntbron('d, they dtd not fieck the 
def('nt of the Indc)Jendcnt Mini.strv and "nUowcd it to eontinuc until n fm•oumhle 
opporlunil.y prce;cnted itself to it Of killing-. Dynri'hy. 'D1i.., netion on their part ~id 
not militate aff!tin~t the spirit. of the Gauhati ro;olution. It was t~ue that th~ Ju~!t('C 
Pmty dcclnm'f that they ·would not ac:C<'pt .omees in t.he present C"Ollfl<:I! hut the Sw-amJJPts 
were shrewd enough not to be led mto 1ts ruse and respond to 1ts O\'crtnrcs. lie 
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hnd two rea:;ons M a leader of the Party as to t.hc wny thee remained nl.!n~ml <?D the 
qne;tion of the rednclion of minister's snlarics. Jf .they a~ to a ~uchon l!l ~c 
salary it would menn thnt they agreed to the contm'!lanec of t.he m1mstry. 'rhtlc m 
reality they were wniting for a fuvon!fible • oppor!".umty to <lcfcnt the mmtstry nnd 
mnk:e the formation of any otbet Mimstry Imposstble.. Thnt wM w~.Y they ~hou~~t 
it best to remain neutral. There was no retreAt at till : the SwarnJISts "'ere m the1r 
seats but only they did no-t vote either wn.y. He charnct.crised the attacks in "The 
Swn.rnjyn'' against the Swarajists in the l!n.drns Council ns 'being unfair. He wns 
astonished he ~a.id, that a lender of the position of lir. Prnkasnm who wns a 
member of the Working Committee should have completely ignored the wordin~ of 
the Gnuha.ti resolution wl1en ho levelled his nttaeks atminst the party. Only subJect 
to clause (d) they could throw out the bud!!Ot and refuse supplies ; Mr. Prnlm.'lfim 
conveniently omitted to take note of this fnct. There could be a good deal of 
ambiguity in the Ganhati resolut-ion for which t.hc C.on~s pnrty in the Mndrns 
Council were not responsible. It wt~s the lenders like Mr. P.mkasam that were 
1'('5pon~ible. Having been responsible for the resolution. to criticise the Mndrns 
Swnrajists in tbnt manner was unfni_r. He would requt'St. Mr. Pnrkns."tm. to be m?re 
charitable towards them. Strong eptthcts hnd been used m "The Swnm}yn" lendmg 
nrtiele of Satnrdav. The sJl('llker wns not really snre whether these were intended to 
burt the lenders Of the 1-fndrns Council Party. They hnd, in fuct, shown shrewdness 

· me>-( Mr. S. Satynmurti : Nerve )-and nerve. Mr. Prnknsnm must have wntchcd the 
movements of the party ; but having failed to give nny lead, he nmv criticised 
them. 

He had discussions with llr. Sambnnmrti at this anxious period ; but he also 
did not give the proper lead whieh he said now wns tlte proper lend and Jdt them 
in doubt. (Mr. St1.mbnmurti: Absolutely no doubt). It was quite uncharitable on 
the part of Mr. Prnkasam and Mr. Sambamurti in these circumstances to find fault 
with the Council Party. 

In regard to the proceedin~ of the A.l.C.U he must make a eompL'lint n~hast 
the President of the Olngress ; because if he hnd only allowed ]fr. Govindachnri's 
resolutions to be voted in the House, all this eontroversy would not hnvo nrisen, 
because the mnjority of the A. I.C.C. would have voted ngainst it nnd there would 
be an end of the matt.et". Perhaps he u-antcd to chnstise the Council party and 
ple:u~c the oppositionists, and therefore he /leaded for referring the resolution to 
the Working Committee. They were bonn to respect the Tcrdiet of tltis Committee 
in whatever way it might have been given. There was nothing objectionable in the 
procedure ndoptcd. In fairness to the Conrrress Executive tills controversy must 
ecase. When at lenst a theoretical unity hnd been reached, they ought not to create 
disruptions, and indnlge in recriminations and biekcrinJ?B. He hnd absolutely no 
hesitation in saying thAt what they had done in the Mndrns Council wns the best 
under the cireumstnnees ; and it wns o-nly providential that they had nctcd in such 
a "!anner as to keep out the Justice Party which was thirsting for power once 
agrun. 

A DOMllSTIC QUARREL, 

l!r. 0. KANDASAMI C.HF.ITI considered that these differences of optmon were 
rather calculated to stren~cn the Congress Party and not weaken it bemuse 
cuch section was comin!!; to understand the standpoint of the other s~tion. As 
a proof of it, he would point to the prcseuee of Mr. Prnkasnm aad 1\Ir s.,mba
mnrti . at this meet!ng. He '!llB sure. it was a domestic. qun.rrel . as Mr. Sn.tynmurti 
had sru.d ; but only 1t wns earned on m too loud a tone nnd thCJr nci~hboura were 
trying to mnke pohti<"al e-apital of it. He it wns who took the responsibility on behalf 
of the Swn.r.ajists to press for n resolution of the Workin,g Committee to put them ritzht 
with the country. ( Mr. PmkasP.m: So, you brout!ht the trouble I ) He told the 
Committ-ee that the Madrns Council had to face its eritics. It bnd to fft£'e the Justioo 
Pnt:tY and the hurenucrncy. If the Madrns Council Party should be n stron" wmpon 
with which to bent the bureaucracy, the Working Committee tlmught tlmt thelumds of 
that party ought to be strengthened hy the resolution. Had Mr. Prnknsam been 
present at that mt:eting he would a1so have ~"Teed with the resolution-( Mr. Prnlmsnm : 
Ob )-and nll thiS controversy would hove been avoided. In fact the resolution 
regarding M=!dms ~wnrn.jists came.~ ns .nn illnstrntion of the nrrnn~~cnt which hnd 
to be entered mto wtth the RcsponstVIsts m the matter of acceptance of offiec.. The Working 
Committee had to distinguish between th""" office-holders who held themselves abject 
slaves of the bUieaucmcy and those who hcld offices as a trust on bebnlf of the pcoplo 
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in f.he!r fij:{ht ~~nst the burt>nU('TRC'y. In makinl!: t.h:~.t distinrtion, 1te beli~·cd thf\ 
\Vorkm,[! Committee had done well nnrl Jte hnd no douht that the eonntrv wou\d 
endor;;~ ~hat dccis}on. If t.l_lt;Y !ooked nt the d(!('isions in t-he right llCI'Sf'N'Iive ·and in 
the spmt of n_mon1 conc1hahon and tolemnce, they would realise tha.t what the 
\Vorkm:.; Commtttoo han done was just the thing that wn.s wantcl. 

Tim GAUHATI RESOLUTION 0~ CoUNCil. ENTRY. 

1\Ir, BASHEBR AmmD spcnking next snid t-hat there would hrl\'C been no O<'<'::t."ion 
for this rontroyersy at all if hoth the censure rcsolut.ion nnd its nmcnclmrnts were 
discu ... srd nt the A. I. C. C. meeting nnd put to vote. He was perfectly certain that it 
W:?nld hnvc bc(';n deft'ftted by a majority. This controversy was started by their ]'IOiiti<':l.l 
fncnds who hnrl for~tt.f.!n th~ principles on which the C.onncil-entry qn~tion wns 
b.-t~Prl nnd the Gauhatt resolntton~ 'l'hosc friends were merely din,L.rin~ to the letter 
of the r~olutions nnd had for~tten the spirit of them. The Con~rcss mandate wns 
to _thro_w off nll 3-Iinistrin and not one J\linistry. \Vould they hnvc achievOO tlwir 
oh]cct tf they voted against the present i\Iinistry-No. 1\Ir. Prakasam wn'9 not in the 
know of thin~. "The Swamj-ynH kept silent over this nffnir when the matter c.mne up 
h~forc the (~nndl. \Vhat bnd happcntXl afterwards for "The Swnrnjyn." t-o ntta("k 
them on the 29tb instant after a lnpse of nearly three months 'l The paper, ns nn 
!'Jt"g:m _of tht .. C<m~1 ~avin,g acquiesced in that position. wns not nt nH wcU-nrlvisNl 
11~ ~akm~ the pre.o:;c~t nthtu?c n?w. It wn.s wrong on its pn.rt to clo ~;o, It wns simply 
J!tvmg n handle t.o Its enc-mtes In the count-ry and nbrond. If the C.on~ nskt'rl 
thmn. dearly to t"O!flC: out of the Coun~il, t-hey would gladly olK'y th~ manrlat<'. It wns 
not r1ght that motives should be attributed to th£>m or thnt th('lr bonafidcs should 
he questioned. There was no pact or set'ret undcrstandinJZ:. The Congrcss had lon~ 
~-r-o su<:.pcndcd non~<"o-opcmtion with rcJ!nrd to kcepin~ up of social rclntions nnrl tics 
with other parties. \Vhnt wns wrong if political subjects we-re cliscn:-:scd nt dinn-:r 
parties ? To bring such n charge wn.s unplcnsnnt and nndcsirnb1c. "The Swamjyn" 
bad forgotten the very object of token motions. Token motions were not oft:en prC'8sed 
to n division if the object of the motion was aehicvcd. ( :Mr. Pmkasnm : It is !not a 
censure on the GoYcrnmcnt ). _Mr. Il'L<~hecr Ahm<:d : c. Not nec<"s."nry.n If Govern· 
mcnt, be then said, nssnrcd them thnt thC'y wou1d try to do what the motion required, 
it bad served its pnrp<?SC. The Cong-ress wns not in the Council, to oblige the Jn:.iicc 
p:art.y and thus plnee them in power. lf those critics knew that the nct.ion of the 
1\Indras Swamjya party bad the appnwal of the Prcsidcnt of thc'Congrcss~ {1\Ir. S. 
Rrinivnsa J yffigar ; Tlwy knew that. it had his approvnl and ns well ns o~ Pnndit 
Mo!ilal Nehru } then those frirods were not justified in tnl.."in,z up this athtmle. It 
meant then that he wanted to condemn the President. Such n thing ouA"ht not W 
be nHo\ved. The speaker th£"n pl('ndcd Rtrongly to give n free h:md to 
the Con~css ronneillors in enrryin~ out the Congress policy in t.hc Conn~tl.. As 
far as the Coun('il-ent-ry question Wl\8 concerned he wnA of the Ytew that . WJsdom 
lny in preventing the c\·il and making the best of the inevitable for the best mtercsts 
of the country.· 

AN APPEAL TO NON-BRAHMINS 
Mr. C. fi.fUTHURAXGA Muo.\.LIAR in t1tc course of his speech e:-..-plnincd fully the 

position of the Congress Pnrty in the Con neil and pointe-d out thnt the-re was no S('('rcl 
a~rrccmc-nt. in their work. He told them that from his cxpurienec be had found nut thnt 
they could not pln<'c ronfidenec in the worrls of the members of the .Jul"til-e PMty M 
long as that partv heliC\'cd in dyarchv. He knew thnt cYen in the C.onJ!T{'5S ]lart.y 
there were memhCrs who pleaded nt t1e time of the Gnnh.1ti C.on~:; forth~ nt'C'C]Jtnn<"c 
of office. (A voiec: Mr. Muthin Mndalinr is one of them}. Tho~ fnenda m!!de 
('Ommon ea.nse wit.h the R!!i~ of Pnnagnl nnd his friends in attnddn~ t~~ pnrty. Th<'re 
might he dilfcrenee of opmiOn nmong- thC'm j bnt when onre n dcetSlf!D hnd been 
arri\·cd at thcv must be loyal to that r)('{'ision. He tllCn cxphtincd the m~port!lncc of 
the A. I. C. c: resolution conecming Hindu-Muslim unity and nskf'd the1r fnends to 
help in carrying out thnt rcsoJntjon. He su~~ted that the time- hnd c~me .for the 
non-Dmhmins nlso to give u~ the 'Pli':l of rcscrvntiot: of scnts . nnd to fall m With the 
joint clcetoratc. It was only m runty rhnt the s.1.h·ation of the1r country Jny • 

.A RESOLUTION 

The Chairman next put from the ehnir the following resolution which WM carried 
unanimously :-

"That this public meeting of the citizens of Madras places on TCCOrd its joy on the 
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rclcnse of Srijnt Subb:tsh Cbnndra Bose and pravs for his mrJy recovery and restoration 
00 full b~tlt.b and strenth and calls. upon the "'llcngal Goven1ment as a bare nrt of 
tardy justice to release all dctcnncs who are still detninerln!ljustly}' . 

One nmoug the audience erred out th.'lt he had a resolution to move. The Chnmnan 
said that he had already called upon Mr. Srinh·nsa. Iyengnr . to t;peak .nnd uftcr he 
had finished, the interrupter would be given o. chance to have hu~ say. 

THE WoKING CoiD!ITTEE CoNTROVF.BSY 

Mr. S. SRimVAsA IYENGAR. who was lncxt invited to address the meeting, said 
that ~e wns inc;cprcssibly saddened by the controversies retmrding ~c p_rocccdin~ of the 
\Vorking Committee. He hoped thnt bett-er counsels would prcvml ; Jf tl}CY did not, 
then he ltad-no doubt thnt in tlm fu1ncss of time the count:ry would dctermmc what wns 
the right thing to do. He would ask them to dismiss nil ~sonal nnd ne-rimoui!lns 
controversies. He wanted tO tell them plninly once more that he was not rctiponsJble 
for the action of tho Swnrnjists in the Mru:lrns CounciL It wns true he sent a telCJ.,.TTnm ; 
but that was only in reply to )lr. S:tmi Venkat:tchalam Chctti's oommunication 
soliciting his n.dvic-1. In his telegram to the pa.rty he did not ndvise them one way or 
the other. He left their action on the sit-uation entirely to their own discretion and 
judgment. His view wa.~ thnt thongh the All·India Congress Committ.co or the 
\Vorking Committee had ~neml eontrol and superintendence over the- Congress 
Council Part.y, tJ1ey could nOt deal wit.h the situation ns the men on the spot~ He hnd 
always acted upon the golden maxim "Trnst your fricuds.' 7 He ha.d not yet seen that 
the majority of the Congress Party had bctmyed the trust reposed in them by the 
AU-India Cong=s Committee or tho Working Committee. Notwithstanding the 
frantic n.Ucmpts made in some quarters to break up the solidarity of the 
party, he hoped that the party would continue to be united. When they 
were figl1ting against a. foreign Government whnt was necessary was a well·knit and 
disci1Jliricd organis..'ltion rnnnin~ on wheels with little friction. Supposing 
there was a difference of opmion between the Viceroy and the Governor 
of a. province or a Governor and the Collector in the district. they would not see any 
controversy about it in the press or the platform. There had been such differences 
of opinion ; but they were n1l expressed privn.tcly und settlements arrived at. That 
was why a handful of En:z;lishmcn were able to rule this big oount.ry and that was 
where the succres of the British administration lny. Swnrn.j could be built up only 
by building up a big party, by smoothing out the difierenc"" and making the 
poo~le work together ; and not hy making nny section rebel ~inst another section. 
Lcadersbip lny in knowing many things but keeping a quiet tongue. If thc;v went 
on suspecting people nothmg could be done. Mr. Rornunnn proclaimed in hJs paper 
in"""santl_y tbnt tho oligarchy in the Committee should be pulled down. What was 
the mcamng of all this 1 It was ensy to puU down anythmg in tho world. They 
who were "Strenuously attempting to pull down the foreign burroucrncy, could easily 
pull down the edifice of the Congress. That was the game whi<'h was being played 
to-day. He would appeal to Utero to consider the majority decision of the Working 
C.omrnittee ns a. safe decision. When the time came for tho All-India Cong'!'CSS 
Committee to express its opinion, let the dissentients by all means criticise it.. But 
in the meantime let them not carry on a propaganda against the Working Committee 
and the A. I. C. C. Swaraj could not be won by such 11 propll!(nnda in the press ; 
it could be won by common endeavour and oommon aetion. He would aRk the 
di5S("lltieuts not to c;nrry on the personal campaign and play into the hnmls of their 
political opponents but to sink their differences and mareh ahead unitedly for Swarnj. 
The present controversies over the Working Committee decisions were due to not-hing 
but distrust, misundcn;.tanding, suspicion ond loss of temper. He would again 
rc~t that the AU-India Con~ Committee would c-ons1dcr the whole matter 
and come to a decision upon tt~ The Working Committee was a respot1$iblc body 
and it had netcd under its powers. It \\as left to the All-India. Congress Committee 
to endorse the \VorJ..-ing Committee's resolution, modify it or nb~nte it. He could 
not see why nll this h?Lher apout it. Becal!se the Working Committee was prompt, 
he wns accused of havmg deltberntely conspired to _prevent the. mutter :from coming 
up before the A. I. C. C. No fouler ch~ had been mndc n;riust him : and he 
must tell them plainly it was 11 dclibcmte lie. Equally fnlse wru< the chnrl(C that he 
was the prime mover behind the instruction issued by the Working Committee. Whnt 
happened was that lllr. S. V enkatachalam Cbetti and lllr. Kandaswami Chetti 
pressed upon the Geneml Secretarr of the Cong=s nnd himself to bring up the 
subject before the Working Co!Wlllttec for a decision. 



THE BOMBAY CONGRESS DECISION 

~rr. Kandaswnmi Chctti later brought n draft of the resolution and he cirC'nlated 
it to Pnndit llotilal Nchrn anU ot-her members of the Committee. P:mditji nhcred. 
the c.lrnft, leaving however the first portion untouched~ It was considered by the 
Committee nnd p.'l.ssed. To sug.rrest that there was a conll.piraey and the speaker WtlS the 
prime mover, wns monstrous. Why should n man like ltim do that 'l Presidcnt!lhip 
of the Congre3s or no prc5it.lcntship, he coult.l not stoop to tho:;!! thin·~. Rc:llly it 
was nll a newsp:~.pcr stunt ; nml it was "Set on by Mr. Horniman. ns ... he himself 
said, "to pull uown the oligarchy 1" If the lead given by tlm Working Committro 
was not. correct, there were constitutional means open to him nnd others to set it 
a.sitle. llnt why this campaign of calumny in the J>rcss nnd platform. 

All that was ncccs:ortry for t.hem to do, s.<UU 1\Ir~ Srinivnsa Iycn;...<ar in conclusion, 
was to realise their duty, which Wtl.S to support the majority view in the existing 
Congress: ot~rtnisutions. Hu nppcak'll to t.hc young men in particular to learn he 
valne of disdpline., self-restraint nnd of doing thin~~ quietly as far ns po~sible 
n,·oidin~ personalities. The rood to SUCl'ess by in trusting somebody nnd not in 
cHstrustin~ somebody and dividing the people. He once ng:tin appealed for support to 
the \Vorkmg OJ.nmi~tcc without minding teclmicalit.ics. ''\Vhc!hcr I nm right or 
wrong-,'' he pleaded, HI£ you give me n t'.ham~e, I will take the Con;...>Tcss n step 
furth:!r and for grc:.der SUC('C$.S at the end of th~ ymr. Notwithstanding the criticisms, 
I fed undaunted because I have full fuith in Gotl, in my conscience and in my 
count.rymcn.n (Applause). 

The Chnirmnn) ri:;ing next, saitl that. he rcech·cd a rcaolution from a member of 
the audience on Na:,_']mr Sntyngmha.. It w~u; too important nnd cont-roversial a 
resolution to be diseus~cd at the meeting at that hte hour. Disc.-ussion might be 
lutd on a subse-quent occ:\l~ion. He theu tfednred that the purpose of the meeting 
waH over and had the mcct.ing dissoh·cd. 

A section of the audience C..\':}leeted that Mr. Prak.'\Sam would be nl1owcd to sprok 
nt the euU nml iimling the mc•"!tin~ was dissolved wjthout t•alling upon Jtim 
to nddrt':ls them, they cried ·out 'shame. sluunc'. us the mcdmg was 
breaking np. 
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A general meeting of the Andhrn Provincial Congres:. Committoo WM held nt 
Rezwru!a on the lst May llt27 under the pr<Sidency of 111r. T. PrakMnm. About 
70 members nnd lnrge number.of visitors were present. After the passing of two 
condolence resolutions when the subject of election of Working- Committee members came 
up 1\:lr. C. Ramnsomayajulu po!nted out that they wiUhin the Ct!~cil were sufiCrin~ 
under a. great dif;udvRiltmre ns they llnd to obey both the dectSlOll of the P. C. C.. 
nn•l the COngress Party within the Council, thlit in order to obviate this difllrnlty 
at lrost to some extent he would su~t that nil Congress 111. L. C.· • should lie 
brou~ht within the Working Committee -either by election or na ex·officio members 
changing the rules of tlie constitution if necessa!Y nnd thnt if this were done the 
Con!!l'-css AI. L. C.s n.nd other members of the WorJ..-ing Committee would think 
to~clhcr and see that their resolutions and mandates r~nrding the work within 
the Council would be given ctfect to. nut the Council followod the former !l"nernl 
policy, of course electing- M mu:ny M. L. Us ns pa3Sihle to the Working Commtttee. 

YILL.\.GE RECONSTRUC'l'IO~ 

The Seeret..:uy then placed the sub-committee's report. iln vill~ reconstruction 
before the geneinl body and pointed out tbnt it contained the ordinary scheme of 
work nnd that it entailed an a:penUiture of ~ I,5i,X) every montli and that it 
rcrommended for collection of money. The President pointed out that he wns in n 
hurry to work: out this proJ.,rramm~ that he was about to deal with the currency 
problem with reference to this subject; that a report was already in the A. I. C. 0. 
and would he discussed at the ensuing mectin~ und thnt it would be better for them 
to wait and lie over this subject until the deciBion of the A. L C. C. The subject 
was therefore adjoumed. 

CONTRUcriVE PROGRAMME ADVOCATED. 

After this two resolutions were discussed regarding the conduct of the Mrulrns 
Legislative Council Con~ess Party. Six M. L. C. prei!cnt c.<plainod the facts and the 
cireumstauCC9 under whteh there wera defections in the ~:rty on certain oecnsions. 
They also pointed out thet they wero obliged to obey the majority decision in tho 
Council even ngniust their own will. 

Dr. B. Subrrunaniam. then moved the following roaolution :-
a. As the ConneH programme instcnd of being a moo.ns to attain 8\varaj is unavail

ing- and a waste of time, this Committro r.~=mlvcs thnt the leaders should tum their· 
attention to and carry on propogantla with great zeal for tho ncbiovcment of the 
constructive progrmnme.'' 

After four hours' discussion it WIIS rarriod by 28 against 15 votes. 
CALL TO COUNCIL AND .ASSEliDLY :&£EMBEDs 

Mr, A.. Govindncbari, Editor, a&tyagrabi" then moved the following resolution:
"Wherros the .<J?ngn;ss Pa~y !""mbers of the 111odms Lc¢slative Council did not 

thrO\v out the .Mmtst:e~ salancs m pursuan~e of tlte resolution passed . at Guntur 
bl tbo Andhro. Provmc1nl Congress Comnuttce, m necordancc with the Gauhati 
Congress resolution, but disobeyed it, this committee condemns such action and 
further resolves to call upon the councillors elected by the Andbm Provincial 
Con~s Party to resign their mcmhcrship in council/' 

ll!r. V. L. Sastri of 111sdr.. raised a point of order that this resolution · was 
already given no~ce of by the. mover to !Jte A. L C. C. that it would be diseuosc<l 
threadbare to n.mve at a defirute concluston and that therefore this resolution might 
be taken up niter the decision of the A. L C. C. at llombey. 

Jllr. K. Sarweswom Sastri also oddod thet the A. I. C C. which made the 
selection of these cowtciUors nt the time of elections was co~petcnt to deal with 
this matter. 
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Mr. A. -~{n!cs.wura. ~:to !•uthcr pointed thnt he wn:f bound hy a pl~'llge- given to 
the A: I_. C. C. m wlucb 1t wn.s mentioned that he wnH to v~ll'!lte his st-at in the 
<>Ouncll an c:l.SC he wilfully failed to carry out tht> poliey nnd instructions ~in·n hy 
t~te Congr<'S~ or ~heA. I.-c. C. ftnd that therefore there WlLq no idt•n of the Pro\·ineial 
l]ongre;;s Comm1Ltee . t.h<'ro. .He would therefore TL'~luest t.bc }JrcsidL'ltl to rnlc the 
rt.>HolutiOu of :Mr. <iovmdn.cbart out of ordl:'.r. 

'fhe. l'rs~iUcnt. Mr. 1.'. f>rab.samJmiuU.!d out that the Andhrn P. C. C. Jl9.SS('() a 
re;olnt!o~ at ~nutur. ~iving a man ~~ to th~ Conh"TCSS !,arty :u. I .. C.s to throw 
out ~fimstcrs snlnrtcs nml t.hnt tlns eonmuttre was competent to discuss thi!l 
~1ncsbon. lie could not kn~w l.mw the A. I. C. C. which wa\S to mret in lklmhay in 
n few dnyR _could l~<!.C thctr )Ud.!!:ment when they would not give their opinion~ 
Aft,~r nH tlus committee cotwcys its opinion to the .A. I. e. C. 

The- mover ncl·eptin~ the ]H'cs:idcnt's suggestion ruldcd nftcr "rcsolvcan the words 
"to rroommcud to lhe A~ 1. 0. C~" 

Mr. V. L S:tstri rcmnrkal that there wns no previous notice of such n resolution 
to the house. 

The }>resident ruled that the resolution was in order. 

DISCUSSION ON Tlffi RESOLUTION 

1\tr. Govindach:ui -spc:tkin:r on the resolution mentioned the ren~n for his re>:olu
tion mul referrin~ to the G:mhati resolution (V. \Vork in the le:d~l:durts) nntl to 
the leulers~ opimons, he stated thnt nt Gauhnti in the Su!Jjl'('t.s Committee there wru~ 
a len,!.;thy dch:lt.c on the introduction of the words "oppo:;c the format!un of a 
Ministry hy other particsu nml there was sm nttcmpt. nuule to clear the misnppre
hPnsions.. l\Ir. lhlukrlshua Sarma in tlte OPf_'n Congress movt.:d nn nmeudmcnt for 
ddctin~-:: Umt provision "which made it obligntol'Y on the Con•!fi-ssmcu in the 
councila to do their best to prevent Um formation of ministries." e 

In opposing it Mr. R<ing:.I.Swami Iyengar said: "The Cawnpore resolution jusisted 
on UOIH:tcc-eptn,ncc of ofliOOll nntl it !ogtcaity followed that the Congress, mnst oppose 
the formation of Ministries by otheni~ The ommission of the words '•oppose tile 
formntlou of n ministry by other Jl~l:rtics'l signified thnt the Conp:ressmcn U('C<i not. 
form the Mini,Lry hut could form n binnmi mini"!l.try. 'l'bnt wns dt'Ccption Umt 
the Congr<.'Ssmcn f'honlJ. not pmctisc." A~.1in, 1\Ir. Sen Gnptn. in the Snbjt"Cts 
Committ.ec snid : "There wns no chru1gc of - programme of Mr. Dns.. It hml uoL 
bocu m1ul~ e'l3y or watery. On the other hand the provision that Lhe formation 
of Ministries must be opposed showt'!l tJmt m··en loopholes were n:·mcdictl nnd no 
doubt was l{'ft.u Jr[r. S:ttyamnrti in the open Congress s:dd: "That's why I am 
opposed to the deletion of the pro\·ision on stntiug that we must op].IOSC tlte 
formntion of mini.stril"B. If tberc were offices worth acc-epting Cou:;rL-ssmen would 
not put forwnrd Linnmi lcudcrs who would accept dmm}' .Jud~-d by Un:sc 
leaders• words, continued the mover, tbt-'Y said thn.t that prodsion me.mt ihn.t the 
ministries should be opposed. It could fnrth{'r be snid that their Mndrn.s Ministers 
W(>fC "Limuni11 who were being sup1JOrtcd hy the Swarn.jists whicl1 they tltcml'!clvC!i 
<'.rtllcd it deception on the p.trt o the Congressmen. He said that clause (b) of 
the Gauhati resolution was also disobeyed as the Conbrress Party did not throw 
out Ute budgets. Neither the .A. I. C. C. gave any instructions to take the pre;c.ut 
:U'tion of ncutrniity, etc.~ nor: there was nny n..>Sponsc from the Gowrnmcnt to change 
their system. Ab"nin, the worlls •·ncccssnry for the brolthy J!TOwth of nutionnl life" 
mentioned in cl. (d) have b('('Ome their sbelt.cr for everything. Their M: L. Cs 
nbstn.incd themsch?~ from voting on the ]>mhibition question iu the counc1~ ~ns 
disobeying the Andhm P. C. C. rc:;olution calling u~n them to put the prolubttl~n 
qu~tion in the council. }<;vcn bi~mcn like l\Ir. B. G. Hornimnn htl.\'C C..'<pn-sst.-d thc1r 
opinions thut the actions of tht: Con.!!TC:i-'ltncn bctrnyt:d the trust rt~posctl by. the 
Vomrress nnd the country. Ag<tin the minority of the Congress Party submtHL-d 
a rePort W the Secretary of Ute A: I. C. C. which also spoke to the same. Sinc-e 
the whole report wns not published yet cxc..'cpt some cxtmcts, he next re.ul the 
lettc>r ns n whole. 

The mover after reading it pointed uut t.hnt tlmt letter itRclf wonld suffice f~r 
his resolution nml that the minority members shoultl be oon~rrntul:_Lk-d for th~1r 
frunkucss. Mr. &ttynmurti's aq_'lnncnts dcfcndin~ tlteir ndion ii~ coune1l were not 
satisfttctorv to him. Mr. a Vcnkltt:.ll•h:tUmn Chct.ti sui<l t}utt. if they were UHkt"fl 
to resign ihcir scn.ls they would do it with no fear of being n ... clectt.-d nnd that 
they bud no fear tha.t the Justice Party would come back to power but thnt on tile 
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other hnnd •.,.en after dissolution I am sure that the Congress Patty woul<! • be 
retun1cd in a larger mnjoritr thBR now." He, the s~er, was of the same opmio!l 
and that was why be wanted th('ID to take an honoumble course to restore confi~ • 
dence and pt't'Stige. The menace of the J~stice l)artY. could not be nn argument for 
t)u!ir remaining in the Council. Is it to kill the Justice Purty or the Dyure~y, he 
asked. That is the point they have to oonsider. The A1.I-lndiA manifesto {tc., ~e 
election pledge) did not sny that they should go to councils to defeat the Justice 
Party nnd there was no such mandate.._ • • " . 11 Be might remind them of the eond1hons at the time of the \Valk-out and of 
their leaders telling the united Nationalists that they woul~ remove the bnn ~d 
of those discussions. .A,"''lin, they opposed the Snbnrmn!l Poet and defentt.<l tts 
purpose. Lastly they beard the rumour thnt :atr. Srinivnsa. Iyengar said nt the 
time of the fonnatio1t of Ministry that the Swarnjist Party should move in friendli~ 
ness with the Independent Alinist.ry~ Tlmt could be seen from the interview ~ven 
to the A. P. I. on December 16 by Dewan Bahadur Rnngadmri, who said: The 
new rilinistry, I know, has the moral support . of Mr. ~ri_nivasa. Iycnh'll: and his 
party. 'l'his did ~ot app_c;tr ~ have been contmdu~tcd. W hde opmtt?n hf:mg s~~' 
Mr. Iyengar in hts prendcntiul adtlress nt Ganhah plended for opposmg the -?tllms
ters and also got the resolution passed there. What .did he do nfterwurds 1 They 
heard that he sent o. tclf'J.,Y'falll to the Madras Con~ Party not to throw out 
the Ministers' salaries. (Laughter.) Tbe speaker ooncludcd by snying thnt tltcy would 
better consider whether the k~ping of such udegenemtcil councillors" within the 
Council would be more beneficial to the country than asking them to resign 
tht>ir scats. 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. K. Rangacbnri of Tuni. 
Next Dr. B. Subramnniam•s resolution was taken up. 

2. CONTRUCTIVE PROGRAMME 

In the course of the discussion it was felt that the resolution (drafted in Tclugu) 
was too strongly worded and was sounding very harsh and at the close of the 
discussion it wns modified. \Vhen tr.mslated~ it rnu thus:-'~As the .Council-entry 
pro~mme instead of being o. means to nttniu Swnraj is proving futilo nnd waste 
of time, this committee resolves that the nttention of the leaders shou1d be turned 
to carry on propugnnda for the achievement of constructive programme uith 
great zeal." 

In the course of his eloquent speech Dr. Subramn.niRJD Mked his hearers- to 
realise whether their ideal wns Sw!lraj or a Jesser thing. whether they would fi.$t 
for Swnmj or for petty offices, nominations in loml bodies and so fort11. From the 
conditions prevailing at Madras nnd in Council they must. fiOO whctht'r they were 
going back to secure amnii emoluments. If they rea.Uy agreed with him he would 
ask them to pass his resolution. 

Mr. 111. Rangiab Naidu seconded the r...,!ution. 
The discussion on the nhove resolution (i.e., moved by Dr. Snbrnmnnin.m) was 

then proeeedcd with. Mr. K. Sarvtswarn. Snstri in opposing the resolution criticised 
the sPeech of the mover and nsked his audien<'"e to realise that th("ir l\L L. C.'s 
were equally patriotic. Mr. C. Pattabbi Sitararna Gupta also opposed. 

Mr. Mruideswnra Sanna made a statement that the conSC<Jucnccs of the Ministers' 
actions created a crisis., 

The tension in the discussion became great nnd every one wns coming forward 
to spl'flk first. The President called upon the M. In C. members to spc11k out their 
minds frankly and tell the house clearly the hnppcnings and clrcumstnnc<'8 relating 
to the Connell affairs. He snid that the committee had U1e right to know facts 
thou .... h of n prlvnte nature and that those lhings sbould not cntt>r the pr£'H8. 

Afr. Dr. NtuUymmraju pqintcd out in his statement that he wnR one of those 
who would. carry on propaganda abo~t tlte ideal of Swarnj. ~e .could not agree 
that Councll·en~ry alone was responsible for the prcscnt depression_ m the conntfy . 
because from 1922 to 1926 no one went to the COuncil from Andbrndesn on behalf 
of the Con~ It ~!ad to he takfll "!1-P for wnnt of another better programme. 
If they wanted to. revtve non~...ope.ro.tion he '~ not cournb'COUS enough that they 
cotVd clfect a:n~mg niter eomm~ out of ponncils. He would certainly <.'Orne out 
of t'he Councils if they show-ed more effeebve work outside. Be could uot thi.uk 
thnt Andhmdesa would suffer if 10 OJ; 12 AndhrllB ent-er Councils when there were 
Sf? many other ~ig and good leaders available ; ou]y tht>y ~ust work outside 
VJgorously. He d1d not forget about khnddar and was working for its dtYe1o}lmf'nt. 
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)Ie would asoure them that they ( within the C<Juneil ) did not kill the hi~hcr ideals 
m them. e 

:i'Hr. A. Kaleswnrn. Rao fol1owin~ him ·explained the pc<>uliar nnd <'ritirnl cir
c~mstnn~ they we-re in. On one ~ide they hml to face the Justke Party and 
C<:mmunnhsm a~d on the other the ~'TieV"anccs of the people. \Vhen ucn-ro-opcmtion 
ryo_ts were not gwen water for the irri~tion of ;:co at'rcs, shculd tb('y not belp th£m? 
!s tt l!ot ntcrss.1ry _to work within the- Council 1 He thrn explained what took }llace 
m thl'lr party mcr.tmgs rmd why they }uul to be neutral in Council. He did not think 
that there would be lreiiT>gre~~ion in the country if a ft w went to the Council . 

. . 1\lr, V. L. Sustri }lOintOO out. that the wordmg of the resolution would tend to 
g1vc a sc.n~ of ecusurc upon their l\1. L._ Cs. who hnd rendered_ ~cat sn<"ritke, who 
W('nt to J:Uis and who were m; J:OOd ~tnots as th('y were. ThcJr mm should alwuys 
be to conquer the enemy nnd not to alienate their own men by using bnrsh Jnn~tm~. 
It was well-known that their Councillors di\l not J!O to Councils ns a matter of 
fascination. lly the entry of the S-wnn1]\•n Party in Councils and local bodies th('fe 
was a change for nationnlil5tic outlook. nlld for the development of khnddar. He would 
thef('fore ask that tills resolution should not. be pnsst.-d. 

Mr. Unna\'a Laksbmi Nnmynna was also opposed to the resolution. He said 
that t11e tnlk about eonstrudive proJZ!'amme lmd !Jerome a fa~hion of the- day. If 
they would consider ahont Hindu-Mn~lim lTnity, tlley would sec it was kelt Mide . 
.Ahmt national cdueation, sehools Wl're started and ('loscd and some were stil lin~r
ing. Then Khn.ddar. \Vhnt were they doinf£ ? \Vh£'re was the Uefcrt 1 It waS in 
the men thcmsclv(_'S bnt not in the change of ouhvard dn>ssings . 

. Mr. \'enkahtppu.yya und oth~rs nsk{>tl the spcnker to show such suitable 
pm;.tmmmc. 'l'he 8-J»..'ftkcr rcitcratNI his scnt.('ncc and snid he did not know. 1\lr. 
Venkat~'lJlpnyya snid that they could find no bNter programme than non-eo-opmnHon 
in which the ronf'truetivc pmgn_tmmc forms a pnrt and t-hnt that :;houJd be revived. 
The spl':l.kl!r pointed out. that they \rcre in n eritical position. 

The President. in wfndin~ up the dt>batc rcWrrcd to the ronf:trucHve progrnmrnc 
and Mr. Lakshminamvrma's remarks thereon and asked whether he wns tnlking ahout 
c.-onstru<'fi\'c pro:e;ran:nle for the sake of poiicy. They were persons who ncn-·ly entered 
the Lc-brislnturrs and were now redisin}! tJwir position and gainin~ exrx:rien~. 

The f('Solution wa.<.J put. to \'Ote noel carried, 28 \'Oting for 15 against. 
After 4 hours, Mr. Govindaebari.s l('SOiutiou with the amendment was carried. 

SECOND DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 

The- Anclhm P. C. 0. a~in met on Monday rnorninr. the 4th May, under tlte 
Frc~;id(·ntship of Mr. T. Pmknsrun. About 40 members were present. 

3. NEED Fox UNITED ACTION. 

The- tllinl r('!"..olntion whkh was _ movt.'<l nnd sceonded hr Mr. 1\f. Annapnminh 
nnd l\1. Tirunmln nao ran thus :-"In view of the eonduct o the Vongress Part;: 
in the l\ludms IA'frrislntnrc nnd the AR<it'1l1bl)"t townrds tl1c :Ministers' tmlarks and 
the Finnn('C Hil and various otlwr maih•ri< this Committee rerommcnds to the 
A. I. C. C. to di:-;socinl-c the ('on~n.·8s from aH ohlif!l:\tory activitie-s in the 1(1,..--islatures 
as impoFcd by the- Cawnporc l'ongl'C"S-S ami nd\•ise the COUJ!T~mcn of ~~ Jmrtil~ 
in the- lel!i~lntm'('K to form into one single party so as to prcstnt n muted fiont 
to the bureJmera<>y/' . 

1\lr. P. S. Prnkmm. Rno mo\·cti nn nnwndm<'nt to the prcnmble of the rcsolulton 
whi<·h wm; n~ to by the mover. It f{'.ad thus when h':l.nRinted :-"'Vhcrrns roc:ia! 
nud rdiJrious animo~itil'S arc prC'Vnlrnt to n. J!rent extent in the country, wJJeretS the 
T0'Hhs of the d('("tionn of jfrlfi were not better th:m those of 19'2~~. on ncconnt of 
diHi•TI'IH'<'S of opinion nmon~ th~ CohJ!,TtSrnlC'n th~msdns, l'tb'tLnlillf! the (:o~mcil 
proj.!ramme, wher<'fts umkr the nciYicc of the rn~1<lcnt of. the A .. I. C. e .. :;;nmn•! 
~. Brininu•n J_yrnA"nr, the Madms IA'~..Jf'lati\·c- Conm•tllor, nt'lmg nt-,rnmst. th~ (-.nuJm~l 
n'HllutiPn, did not throw out. the Ministers' snJarirs in the Mndr.ts Lc~u;lahYc Connell 
:md l\·herC:ls tJte presti,_,rc of du:>: Cnngrcn is being lowerrd on m·count of lhcsc 
n-nrons, tbis (..'ommiHcc rccomm('uds: to the A. I. C. C. to dissoc-iate the ('()Uf..'Tt"SS from 
all obli~rntory acti,·itics in tho lq.,.;~tatnr?', .as impos.cd hy the <..'nWf!J}()fC Co~;,'Tcs~ 
nnd mlvit:-C'S tltc ConJrfessnwn of nll pnrt1t8 m tl1c llt.ri-slnturcs to Corm mto one smgle 
pnrtv so as to ~rest'nt a united front tt? Ute bnrcmu.:rnC')"!' . 

1'bis r~olu.tJOn wns nftennm:ls wtthdrnwu owm~ to the passmg- of another 
resolution which wns as follows:-
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.. Whereas the Government Imvc lK'Cn suhjreting to ~n~rnhte • suffcrin)'!IJ the 
Bene:al detenns CRpecinlly Mr. Subhas Chnndrn. Rose who ts tn the ]aws of dcnth, 
bv keeping t.he:n unjustly in prisons without tri~ whereas the Govc~ment hnv11 
rffused to arecpt the minimum nat.ional demand and whcrens the resolutiOns pa~<;ffl 
by the Legislat-Ive Conneils were bein~ treated with scorn nud. 'restored' or. 'ccrtifiet!' 
and whereas the Government were ro.ortin~ to such nntoernhc met.hods, thta commt
tl<e requests t.he Ali-Indin Con"""" Committee to resolve tbnt nil Conj!TeSS .memhe':" 
of the Assembly and tho Lcp;islntive Cotm•il• shnll come out !Jf them kcepm~ the1r 
seats by marking attcndeneo only nnd shnll not take part m debates, IUld fnrt.her 
t.hat they shall cnrl'y on progngamfu in tho country edneating the pcoplo on mntters 
of finance. military railway etc. mqJiaining the evils rlonc to them by the Govern
ment and shall w~rk the ~nst~ctivc programme and prepare the country for the 
early' attainment of Swnrnj." 

Ur. Ponn.lm Pnttnhbi lb\mi: Rcddi in movintr this resolution explained tftc 
sulfcringa of the lkngnl detenus and condemned the repressive policy of tho 
Government. 

f.f r. V. L. Snstri sr:condC£1 the resolution. • 
Mr. K. S.1.rveswnm Sa'!'t-ri and M. B.'llasttbrnmnnyn Gtt]Jt.a opposed the n:solnttOn 

sL'lf-ing that it wns inndvis:tblc to call upon the reprcse!lt.'\tiv(.>S in t~c ]Cf!Jslatn.rcs 
not tO t..<tke p.·nt in the debn.t.cs and n.lso thnt thoso m ihc Councils were domg 
their best in the further11.nee of the -constructive pro~amme. 

n1r. M. Tiruma\n Rno supported it nnd pointed OUt tl1at tltc pl'CSent Congr<l!l9 
Pnrty in tho lrgis!Aturcs were acting aguinst tho spirit of Mr. Das's policy. He 
advocated sclf-rclianec. 

1\fr. K. N~wam Roo Pantulu raised a p_oint of order thnt tbiR resolution 
coul<l not be t-'lkcn up as it would contrndict t.ho spirit of tho Gaulmti Congress 
resolution. 

The President ruled that it wns in order, bct-... '\USC this rommitf.ce could send any 
rooommcndat.ion to the A. J. C. C. The President then spoke of the conduet of the 
Congress Party and conditions in the Assembly for the benefit. of the house.. 

The resolution was carried by 13 ngninst R 
4. MoNEY FOR CONSTltUcrtVE WORK 

Mr. A. Kalcswnm R..'lo moved a resolution to nppoint a. snb-committcq to oolfcd 
one JaK:h of rupees for tho execution of t.he C'.Omotnwtive progmmmc. A ftcr a dis
cuAAion fur nearly on hour he withdrew the resolution at tho request of the 
members. 

5. ENLIBTMENT OF VOLUNTEERS 

lllr. M. B. S. Gnpta seconded by Mr. Kal""wnm Rno moved a resolu!ion for 
the en listrnent and tmining of 5CO volunt.ccrR and it was carried. M~~rs. lU. Namynna 
Rao, A. Vcnkntsrnmayyn, A. KaTcswnm Rno, T. Prnkasam, nnd Mr. B. S. Gnp!.'\ 
formed a sub--committee to carry out that rcsolntion. 

6. RESPONSIVE C()-OI"ERATIOR-

• Mr. T. Prnkasnm, • tho P~idcnt, then moved the follmving r<solution 
m .Tclu~u : . "Tius commtttec recommends. to . the All-India Con~ 

Committee that,. m case tho A. I. C. C. should reject this committee's recommenda
tion to call upon lcgislat.ivc members to keep their 800tH vacant, and carry on agita
tion in the cot!ntry, it he ·resolved that the Jc¢sfntive members shall resort to com
plct.e co-opemtton with Government and accept Ministcrships and such other offices." 

Ho next n~ to ndd l\Ir. D. Namyn.nnrnjn's amendment at the end of his • viz 
"nnd that it be l"C80tvcd that they shall resign their seats in the Jep;islatur~ and 
may ngain stand for re-election& to put this new pro~mme into opemtion/' 

lllr. P. Satynn"!"'ynna ""!"!"~ a point of ol'dcr that the A. L C. C. wns not. 
compoW!lt to go llj(lllnat the &J>mt of the genernl Congress resolution of Gaulmti and 
t!mt the pri"SCllt resolution be ruled out of order. Mr. V. L. Bastrl nnd Mr. A. 
J'"alcswam Rao further spoke on the point of order that this resolution wn.a against 
the poli~y of self-reliance ns adopted at Ganlutti. 

Mr. U. f..akahminnmynna. lVho acted ns President tcmporan1y to clocidc this matter 
held that srnoo a new stt~tation had arisen this ~olution could be diseusecd • 

. Mr. D. Narnynnn RaJU seconded the l'l'solnt1on. Ho said that the pl'l'l!Cilt lc¢s
Jntive members RJLVC a pledge to follow obstntrtion policy in the Council and that 
tl•crefore th•y could not olfcr eo-operation to Government. So it would be proper 
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to ~all upon them to I'ffiiJ.tD t.heir sen.ts and under n. new pled~ of co-opern.tion 
wbJeb won!d amount to the fl~t rc:-ponsivo c>o-opernt~on they might ~n stand 
for re-eiN>hl:!n t.o wo~k out thu; kind. of co-opcrntion. · 

Tlu; Pre~;tdent pomted ont_ that. his resolution f'_.xpro;scd the nnt'onflitional co. 
o;r-r:\tJon hnt not f!UY ot.het" kmd of r.o-opentt.ion. Recause tl\('y mnM. ciUtrr hnve n 
Ahtr p~nmmc or. Jf they were too hdpJ~!'J nnd im1}()t.ent to en~ it out tltey must 
rffipond t.o Lord BJT·kenb~ who 'vrmted th~m to work the reforms nnd giVe rwerv 
l['o-.opernhon to Government. 'They must have n rl"Mltttion whieh thev could ncl. 
upon. He wns unable to undcrstnnd the existing kind of thin~ without being able 
to nf':t np tl1cir T(>SOhtt.ion~ 

'there wns a l<'nf!t.hy discussion for three hours on this resolution. 
~es.<tbhn.kta K. Venkntap'?ayya. who WM reqnestNl to speafc: said t.bat. tbrre was 

nothm'! at prese1_1t for (lcsp:ur and cl~"pondency. They co-opcrnt.ct'l with tho C:overn
mcnt !or over. tbtrty yearn nnd then they went up n. sb:~P {orward in R.P.lq}Onsive Co
operation whtch was brou~ht in hy Lok. THak. They went up. stiJI further ancl 
enga~ themselves in non-violent fiC"ht with the Government.. (XH)pernt.ion lrotdd 
rome on!Y after they lost the nmhit-inn fOt" indepenrtcnr.e. AU their past stm~lf'S 
n.!•il s:aenfit".es wonfd be in vain. Their heart-S must be sound. They should not be 
dtsheart~ncd. He SU!!gcst.ed thnt the resolution m~ht he with<lrnwn. 

nr. B. Submhmnninm rlirl not want to mnlW nny speech but sni.d that. he was 
in €'Of.iro O,..OTCCmCnt Wit.b the DesabhRkf..'\. . ' 

C:tlled upon by tho Pre-sident. Mr. ·o. Sitarnm~ Snstri of Gnntnt' sn.id t.hat. their 
Council-entry wn..o; the cause of this dc.;pair nml depression and that he was always 
nt the di•posnl of the conntry. 

1\fr. ~lmsam withdrew hi~ resolution f::hat.ing why be was obliged to bring in 
that rcsolntt(m.. He only wanted to hkc straightforward course. 

7. Sn£PATHY WITH cunu. 
Mr. P. Sn.tynnnmynnn moved the foUowin~ TCSolnt.ion :-(l"fhis Commif.tf'C 

TrSOlVl':S tlmt. the AU-Intlia Cont.,"'''CAA Co;nmittce shnU mn.ke n donation of not lf'r-s 
than Rs, JO~OCO to the Cnnt.onese Gm·ernmt'nt as a mnrk of protest npinst the nct.ion 
of t.ho f'TOvcrnment. of India cnlculnt.M. to ohtltntct Chinese Tndependrnre nntl aiM 
TI'SOives that aU vill:tJ:!C. tnlnk and distriet Congress Committees shall sho" their 
symJl.'ltlty townrds the Chinese. 

After t.he TCSOhttion rceommcndin~ financhl support. to the Cantonese Government 
was passed the proeeedings of tl1e meeting lcrminntcd. 

RAJAHMUJXDHY-9th June, 1927 

RESOLUTION ON WoRKING CmnnTTEE CoNTROVERSY 

The ne.xt meeting of the Andbra Provin<'"inl Congrrss Committee w.ns ~tr1d on the 
9th June at Rajnhmundry. Forty members attended. Mr. Prnk-:wnn: prondcd. A~tcr 
Jonp; discussions, !·he Committee ndop!ccl a resolut.ian,, d~lnnng the ~Vorkmg 
Committee's resolution, on Mndrns Connell Congress Party s n<'hon ns ultm vm.'S !'nd 
improper nnd Lhe instructions ns in<'onsist-ent with Gnubnti Con~ resolutions 
and committing the Congress to the poliey of t{'Sponsh·h:m. The Commitf.ro also passed 
a re;olutionoon.grntnlnting Mr • .Avnn tmdcxborting Andhmsto render help for suttaJS 
ofNnJ!pUr Sntyngrnhn. nnd deputing Aft:. nul~su Sn.mbnmurh t.o Nagpnr to study tliO 
situation and report on t.he best wny m whu·h Andbradcsn. enn hclp tho movement 

Mr. Pmkasnm wns nominated ns tho Prt-sidcnt of the next Con!Q:{.'SS. • 
Dlr. A. Govindachari moved a resolution oongrntulntin~ Mr. A van nnd the 

Nngpur Sntyngrnhia nnd requesting the Vlorking Commttteo to tako steps :for 
start.ing nt a spc.:cificd place in .Andbrndcsa before o. month Arms Act &tyagrnhn. on 
principles of Ahimsa, as eivil di~obcdiencc is ncressary for sccnring tha rclnu!C f!'f 
lJclll{nl detcnua. Prior to this motion the Prt'8ident su~tcd to dc{cr tbe const
dcrntion of starting Arms Act SntylljtTllbn tin rccciJ>t of M~. Vnlln~hru.Pntcl's !"J"'rt 
and nlso because it required very serious th~ght. Mr. Govmda.cban smd thnt 1t \\'38 

necessary to diso~ the ~nns .Act nnd thnt !t could he dOJ.lC m Andbrnd£m .. more 
successfully tllnn by srutlm~ a few men to N&lfpur. He Jmd stress on non-\lolcn('e 
nml sl<tlro thnt bo h•d notlun'ii" to do with rsJ>Iosivcs and bombs nnd that he would 
not take pnrt in n movement tl\'ing such ob]cct .. 

Mr. Annapurninh stating his personal study of the monmcnt on the spot 
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moved lhe followin~ amendment which was after three hours' diseussion accepted by 
the mover of the onginal I'C6olution nnd earrit!d by a lar~ majority : 

"This Committee congratulates 1-lr. Avari on his starting Ar~s A~t Saty~mha 
with l·hC object of securing the relruse of Bengal dct.enus and on h1s gotng to JlUl on 
a sentence of four years' rigorous imprisonment. 

"This Committee calls upon the Andhms to contribute to the sueccss of the 
movement. 

"This Committee dCj!Utes Mr. s.,mbl\mttrli to go to Nngpur to study and suggest 
suitable ways for Andradesa aupport.ing the Nngpur Satyagrnlm." 

l\lr. K. V. R.. Swami wanted them to pa...s the or~nat ~olution. 
Mr. Samb11murti replied to certain criticisms and said he was in favour of Satya· 

graha. 1\Ir. P. Saryanarnyenn oppos<.'<l botb. . 
Dr. B. Submmanyn.m wanted that leaders like Messrs. Prakas.'lm and Sambamurti 

in whom people had good ooufidencc should eoncentmte tbeir at.tcntion on construc
tive work, create a powerinl atmosphere,. do propaganda and in a short time ·launch 
Satyagraha. . . 

Mr. D. Nnrayann Rnju, opined that M::~.hatma Gandhi lvho ki.lOWS maas 
psyeho-lo~ better than any other should be followed in startin~ S."\ty~a.. 

Tile President at the close drew attention to 1\lr. Avari's statement in the rourt, 
and t.-a his poli<'y and p~ramme of establishing bomb fu{'torics, manufacturing 
bombs nnd carrying therD non-viok'lltJy. He had his own doubts about such an 
achievement. There was no use of passing unworkable resolutions. He said he knew 
the <?Xistcnce of an enthusiastic spirrt in Andhrndesa and the rcru1incss of hundreds 
to disobt.7 lmvs and that it would be better to pass the amendment of Mr. Annapru
niah which was carried. 

Oppos~t-ion to 1\ir. LinJr.t Raitt's resolution ~ving Andhra. Congro;s opinion on the 
worlrmg Committee's decision on the conduct of the Madras Council Uongress party 
rested on a technical point whether the decision wns ult.m vires. 

Air. V. Sn:t.ynn::trnyana, Ex-editor, the "Ohit.taranjann lnboured bnrd to show 
t-hat by Articles 21 and 2·:1 of the Congress constitution the Working Committee was not 
subordinate to tltc A. L C. C. He cont:ffited that t11c former bud as much power as 
the latter, both being equally subordinate to the Con!!reSS and that tlterefore the 
former was within its rights to express its opinion. He aTb'ltcd that the Working 
Committee's resolution wfis not ultra vires since it had to execute nloo the mandate 
of the Cougress and since the word 'submit' in the A. I. C. C. resolution c.onveycd 
sending its _opinion and tllnt it had to do so owin~ to the urW!ucy of the matter. 

l\lr~ K,Nn~vara. ~of Mndrns opined t!Jat 1t would be better not to give t~is 
Com!D~ttec~s optruon ns 1t had been alicady g~ven nnd as there would bo no cflect 
by giVIDf? It DOW. 

~1r .. &mbamurt.i intcrprctt-d the nrticlcs of constitution to show that the Working 
Com.m1ttre is subordinnte nod responsible to the A. I. C. C. in nil matt-ers, that in thC 
particular instance the latter gave specific terms of reference to the Working Committee 
only .to tnkc nn es:plnnntiou from the !tindrns party while rt."Bervin~ to itself the 
deeu;Jon and that thcnfore the \Vorking C-ommittee went beyond 1ts terms of 
rcft.'ITcnre nnd that. tberfore its resolution wns ultra vires. 

'The ¥resident, }lr. Prnkasnm, opined thnt the Working C.ommittoo committed a 
~t m1stnke in pr'?noun~ing a O)Jinion and said that they should understand thnt 
all ~e fuss of dlSCussion on thnt cnme about not on ~otmt of the ultm virea 
<tucstJC?n or oth~r simple tbinW-J but based on hi ... her thing~~ of the attainment of 
SwarnJ . t:nd the welfare of tl!o. country. They sGould either submit themselves to 
the .Bnhsh Govcnunent rceet\'Ing wbntevCl' it would ~ pleased to grant or should 
take n. manly _and sclf-respcctint?; stand to secure their own efforts, It "·ould be 
proper, followmg tltc examples of nurma and Eeypt to do propngandn in the 
OOU}~try not .to give evide~cc hclorc tho coming !Statutory Commissiona -· 

Ihe mectmg then tcrmrnatcd. 



Tamil Nadu Congress Committee. 
A gN1eral hOtly meeting of the Tamil Ktulu Provincial C.on!!lvss Commilt~ 

~e~tl. on April 10 m t.hc nftc!'noon. in the M:lha~ana &bha HniJ, ':'lmlm~ witb ~ir. W~'l 
~nmv:;sn !Jo:e~J..,rar, the }l'resH.Icnt, tn the chntr. 1ht!~ w:u; a brg:e ~.1thcriug of mcmLt•n~: 
:Mr. ts. Snmvasa Iyen:.,~r at the outset cxphuned the Het.."CSsity of taki1w gr t 
eUOrt.s te m:1.ke the coming Dladm.s Congre~s a grrot suc(·ess. This was 1~0 e.':, 
task. Whe-n the IH ... '>t Conbrrt.o:;s w:ts heltl in :Madras in 1904 the whole Prt:oSidPn ·,) 
f<Jrmcdintuon·~ Con9r~ pro\•in~ But now it had been dividt.U it~t.o Tamil Nadu, Audh~J 
Karnahtk and Kcral:l .• I he conuu7 Co1~grcss wns to be held in 'l':unil Natln and h~ 
hoped that the- other Con~re~:~ ComuuUees also wouiJ: co-opemte with the Tmnil 
Nadu in its cfiiJrls to 1na~ the Con~>Tt'SS n succe;:;, It wu:t not rut c:L"Y L'lRk th 
hold the ~ng-r~s now-n-d:lys. A ne\! city a:'. i~ were had to be huilt fnr th~ 
:K-con!u~od:lhon of deleg:ttcs and all s.:untary fttclhltcs lmd to be afforded. I fc wa.'i 
of opuuon th:tt at lem;t two lukb3 o£ rupef's wonld he 1\l"('CS;;.uy. Ther<"forc the 
Commitk.-e mu~t l-:lk~ grt><..tt pains to collt>et tllC amount. He :tplx.•:lltod to tht! 'ridl 
:L'i well U3 the mitldt.._~ chl.-.;.:; pt.'Ople of the pr~sit..lcn!"y to hdt) the COllf...'Tt.>S.'l. Th~ 
sp<"~lhr al~o belit.."\"<'il. tlmt the Ma~kts Con).!:_rcss would he n ~ILtitJUC Con~ms. H;l h:ul 
~~n. nnd Wll!S t;tkmJ.r ~rcat ello!·ts to IJrmg ~uwu the _fus10u. of aU politit.·al }1artics 
wtthm the Cong:r~ n.nJ nlso to bnn~ about Hmdu-Mushm umty nnd if noJ. wiUin" 
the coming Congress mig-ht be a r<!umtcd Congr~.-'i>S. He therefore lwped that th~ 
<"iti:wus of ?.I:u.lras woult..l. do all in their power to make the ConKre.~s n. Rnct't'S:>. 
Thtly c~.mld not e,"(\liJct any grcst amount from the tlc!cw.1tion fcc from t.h~J tld(•'.!:ltcs 
it h:win;:; bt"eu 1iXt't. ns R~ I. Hcncl! the amount mnHt he subscribed hy rkh ,..mPn: 
A~ain a_-; nn adjunct to the Con:,c~s, ib~y must all:lO holtl nn inJu;;tria! cxhil,i!ion 
'fhi~ won(t..l. involve oomc expenditure and he therefore m!Ule a f~n·cnt nppeal to tb~ 
}lUblie to hdp the Con~eJs with men nn~ money. . 

()ontinnin•"• Mr, Hriuivas:t fycng-.tr &uJ th:t.t nccorJmg to the Con~rt~"i9 rules the 
]kc.!ptiou Cu~nmitl.cc of the Congress must he fo-nn«.l si.x months b<:fore the L'.onL~>i 
sc::;;:;ion. Thi3 m~t.tng W.ll3 convened only fur the purpose of t.akin~ steps to -form 
the Recept.iou Committee. ll.: hoimd that nU the members of the Tmnil Nadn 
Pn.wincial t!ommitlt"\! 111Hl a lnr~e numher of other inftncnti:tl men of the pro\•incc 
woult..l. enrol t.hcmseiVt.'S ns nwmbel~. He nl:-~o hopetl that the tlist.rict nntl t.aJuk 
C'vn!!rl!S.<~ sablu-> nil over tlti! pr~idency wonltl bec.:dn tht.! work of cnrollin~ mcmlwr~ 
to the reception couun.il t.et: in right. rurncst an<!.lwfore the end of l\l!LY they shoultl 
h.:we :1. \•ery lurge number of mem.lx:~. \\ 1tb these rcm:uks. he Te<tucstcd the 
:-:iecretary to pbce the ng •. mdu Ucforc the mectmg. 

UESOI.UT!ONR 

1\lr. A. lWn~n.c;wnm! IycuJ!ilf moved ,th\! f_o1lo;ving resolution:-
'The Tamil Nml Pro\·mct:U Cougnss Lommtltee herclty resolves to take steps to 

<'Onstitnte in nccortltmce witb Article XIH of the Congrt-ss eonstitution, the Ue<•c-ption 
Commilteo of the 4:!nd Imlhn National Con,t.,m-ss. E\'ery member of the Prm·luci:ll 
Vommittce sh21.U be a member of the Reccplion t:ommittoo on }J!lyment of a subscrip
tion of at lc:tqt H.s. 25." 

lie said that C\'CU persons not within nny Congress Or<Janisulion might be<'ome 
members of the Ut..'CCption Committee. Only they must he :LIJov~ lt:> . .)'C'.lT'd of age anti 
must. si~'1l their aceeptance of the Von~rcss. crotXI. 

Mr. l\[. K. Acharyn said tlutt n strmmt1~n prt~~.l!..,":mdn W?rk must he done Jiu the 
mofu,;sil to enrol ns. tn'l.ny ~·ember3 a:! pos;;~blc. 1 he ~~lutum w~ accl!pted., 

Anotht.•r resolution ur~m:.r ,the necessitY. of c:trr)mg of :Ul mtem>1ve Om~~ 
pmpm.~nml:t in the mofusstl Uy prud Umgresll WOl'kers W:LS alHO 

pns~~ foUowinn- Tt.~o]ution was :Usc J>a.....sOO : 
'Th~ Tamil N!ul f:tm·~r.!Ss CommiUcc rc:lUirms its resolution jh'lSB.!J 1ast yt.'Dr to 

t:.tke cllbrts to en1Jtnn~ ~I IOL::J.I. bodiell by Cm_Igre.'J.~m~t.' 
The agenda h.1\'ing IA.'t..'U tuushed the meettug tcrmmateJ. 
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, It mny be recalled that when tha tenn of Mr. J. M. Sen G11ptn ns president of 
the B.- P. C. C. expired in December IMI, he c.~rcssed his inability to hold the 
office for a further term and Mrs~ C. R. Dns WW'I thereupon clcclcd ; but she 
declined to accept it. Since then r:hc question of a Prceide.nt "ns causing a J.,rreat 
deal of discussion, several members who were approached to accept the office 
dr>elining. Therefore o. mccti~ of the Executive was held on the 23rd J:mu.vy 
192'7 in wich Prot Jitendralal Ranerjoo was unanimously elected President. 

Subsequently, however, a requisition wns submitted by 21 members for dissolving 
the p-resent Executive Council of the B. P. C. C. In pursnrutcc of this a requisition 
meoting of the B. P. C. C. Wt\3 held on the lOth Fehrn•ry at the oftiee of 
the Bengal Provinci:d ('.olll(rCSa Committee in Bowbnzar Stroot.. Sj Jitcndm lAll 
llnnerjec, President of the B. P. C. C., presided. 

The sup~.ers of the rcquisionists whiclt included the membcrR of the Karmi 
Rrm~ha attended in Jarg:e numbers. Sj Nirmnl Chandm Chander and Sj Tulsi 
Chomn Goswami who arrived from Delhi in the morning and Dr. J. M. Dna Gupta 
who arrived from &risal also attended. 

Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta WM not seen nt first in the proeeedinl!" but he 
rome in a few minutes nfter it hrul commenced. Mr. S. C.. Bose came 
just in· time and took his sent by the side of Sj T. C.. Goswnmi. 

At the eommenCMllent of the meeting the President intimated that he would wish 
to iini•h the proceedings by S-20 P. M. and therefore requested tho members to help 
him in the matter. 

The President next I!Sl-ed Sj. B. N. Seamnl, Soorcblry of the B. P. C. C. to rcrul 
the lettera sent by some of the members from outs1de who could not attend the 
meeting owing to unnvoidnhlo circumst.."lnees. • 

In eompliru>ec, tho Secretary rcrul the letters smt b~ Sj Nogcndm Nntl1 Sen of 
Khulnn Zilla Congre.s Committee and Sj Jogcndro. Nuth Chakravarti of tho Dinujpur 
Congress Committee. The writers of the )C{.ter requested the members of the B.: P. 
C. (). not to dissolve the present executive body but to )live them the oportnnity 
to work.. 1fhey <lid not want a division in the house :md appealed to members to 
unite and stand shoulder to ,shoulder for the best interests of the country. 

The Seeretery next read the notice of tho requisition meeting signed hy 21 
members. 

Si Kirnn S.nlmr Roy thereupon moved the following :-
~whercuo the rreent Executive Coundl of the II. P. C. C. do no longer enjoy 

the eoniidenee of the B. P. C. C. for hevin1: elected Sj B. N. S:ulmal who has been 
working n~nst the Congtess for some time pnst 48 the ~' be it resolved 
that the Executive Council be dissolved und a fresh Executive Conncil be clected 
in its place at the meeting. · 

Sj. Upcndm Nnth Banerjee seeonded the resolution. 
At this point Sj Nnlinakhyn S.nyal moved for nn ruljournment of the house for 

one minute as a protest against the requisitlonists' conduct to call this meeting which 
was in his opinio'! a mere wnstc of money time and energy. 

The speaker srud that the Congress hnd not come to such o. position that a 
requisition meeting wns n~ry to dissolve the present Executive Council If 
there wns a dilfcreneo of opinion that could be amienbly settled nod there ;..as 
no nt..-ccssity of calling members from ditlCrent pn.rts of tho province. 

Sj Nalini Nath Ghese oeeonded the motion. . · 
8]. Snilcsh Nnth Bisi nc..xt moved tho ruljournmcnt 'sine die' and ndvi8e(l 

the members to give opportunity to the present }~xccuLivo to work. 
Sj Kimu S.nlmr Boy oppOsed betli tlto motions and onid that they wnntcd to 

settle the mat~ amicably but they were comlX"llcd to cnll tho meeting. 
Moulvi Ahmed • Ali snpp<?rted the adjournment moUon nnd said thnt ]m diU not 

understand why this rcqW81tion meeting wos enlled. Nobody wanted to do any 
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work hut they all wnnted to capture the ll. P. C. C. that was o mystery wbicli he 
was 80 Ion~ tryin~ to solve but fn.iled. :,., 111 ''~''··· 

Proccedm~. the flpc::k~r said _that it was nothing to capture the Cot"JlQr11tion, 
R P. C. C. or the ~unctl if they d1d not unite and stand shoulder to shOuldOT!iiJ 
":ork f~r the best mtcrcst of the country. To-day they wnuhl di11solvc tltc·Jn~-escut 
I•!xef.'Utlve body and form another nnd t(}-rnorrow thnt Exeeutive body iwou~d he 
dts~lved. It the 1p:cmhcrs of th:~ ll. P. C. C. were <:n~ged jn formin$e and:(US.· 
sohnng the Executive body every day they would hardly find time to SCI"'!o'e.: tht.>ir 
country. .1 ,, 1u·,;u 

THE ADJOURN~IENT lllOTION 

Bi Upendm Nnth RrtnerjcC< contended that Mr. Sasmnl in his prcsidcnti:\l'nfld'rcl.IS 
at Krishnntmr wanted to drive nwny a et'rtnin section of the workers "fMnf titt~ 
Con~s which included ew•n a mnn 1ikn Sj Suhhas Chantlm Bose. If lfr"S:\Nnt:\1 
wuntrd to foll!'et the. past, ~c should immediatly vue:ltc the scat· which he:tx:~n 1;i<....t ns he hn.d suef'ec<lcd m commt!,: there by the back door. ~- 1 ···: _ • "" 

1\[r. S.•tsff!ni, t.o cut. the matter. short, cnW~orically refuted the chn~ im{1 1n;..;,in 
exprcSS('(I his heart-felt regret if any one had taken nny f>e:rnonnl otft.'ficc: b-y· lhf! 
obs ... rvation he h.'Ul made. ·. · 1 • • ··::.. 

Dr. ll. C. Roy enquired ns to whf•thcr Mr. Sasmnl told him at lfidnavor~ "·Ji,~h 
he Tefused the Ctmgi"c.<iS nominnt.inn that ·he wouhl cxpo,:;e Sj. Subhns lind' o'thfii. 
and that wn..<> why he did not m•t.-ept. the Con~css nomination. · .. ·" ···!··· 

The PrPSidcnt ruled it. out of order nm1 Mr. 8nsmal s.<tid he would rcplj.l '1:1~&r on. 
Sevt•r:tl voices were }u::trd th{'n that the srune thin~ could he said of Dr. }{'Oy. · l" 1 

At this sta;re, n.<; the President wns going to take votes UJlOil tltc riiotion ){t. 
T. G. Gosw:uni a.'l:ko~d him to strusd up and rend -t.he nnmc. · .,. :; ·~' ; I 

Gladly doing RO, the PrC:lideut said: Brrt lmfnre I ~o further, there is bne ·th:ltf<-t 
to w bich I Hhoufd like to dmw your attention. I do not wish to put tbe thing UfJi)t\ 
any pt>Tl'Onal f..rt'Otmd n.t nil, but since you hnvc written to the press t.h:tt-.ymr tlo 
not lklieve in the hnhitn:tl use of Khn.ddar. I shall lc:we it to yoursclf wltctiicl~ ·you 
~honld take nny part in the proereilings or not. (Crie." of No, no) •·- '' ... , •·I 

The President concluded th:1t he left the matter 1o 1\Ir. Go~wnml's sensc•<if' Htiilimr. 
U, hmve\·er, he voted, hcwonltt not mise any objection. -~- .·:: ···::· ·· 

Votes bcin~ t:tk1•n the rn•sidf'nt declared the mljournnwnt motion lo~t.LlOO'fot
nrljonrnment Of the bonse nud 100 n,...rrainst. 1\tt.'SSrs ~~n Gupta., S. C. H~e· · 'Akhit 
Dut.t., Nalini Rnnjnu Harker, T. C. Goswami, N. n Chuucler, Hr. B. C. ~o:1 .. ,-nlinP: 
n~ainst the motion while .Messrs B. K. Bose and Sukumar P\.lmjan Dns ·Vptl~g for 
the mntion ·ll' • .,, 

"lli>forc ·tim main subject was ~<>'1lin tn'kcn. up for disl'~ssion, 8j .Su~~n.r.ch. 
llbnU.acharya ro.~ on a point of ortlct··and que~ttonetl the lf'l_,.;.l.htf of the h'(Jml'lttJOn, 
M in his opinion the. r:nles of the n. r. u. 0~. di~ _not permit lt. He suid that i_n 
the rulca there wm; provJMOn for n•movn.l of :m m<hvtdtml mcmbc! from H1~ .oommt~ 
Uec, prm-isiou for disafliliation of the District Congress UJ:nmt.ttu-s hut --no, .~uvh 
provision wa.~ mnlle in the rult::tl for the rcmovn1 of t.he Exccuhvc m n bOtly,!sJK'O.!ally 
rcmovlll of it for h:wino· dectr·d l\Ir S:t-<:imnl as Secretary. :, '1·.! ' 

The Prt-sidmt im·ifin,.. tliscnsgion 1\Ir. J. M. Sen <in pta said that in ~tia OJlinino 
the jmreut bmly had t-he- rig-ht to' rc;nove tl1e Ext--cnlive. He quot.ctl COUV\'IIti~m .iu 
hi<'~ m·onr nnd ndded that he knew Umt bad he consented to Lccom~ the l~nti-~Jcni, 
no occasion would have arisen. llut 11e hnd come there to protest n,.,fl"llnst the mnuncr 
in which the Conh'TCSS work wns b1•ing ruined by ·the. Exccuti\'e~ After quot!n~ 
his d<.'eision on a ~.hniht.r point on June 13, he was _gomg to ndtl~s t.b~ mr~tmg 
g-enerally when there was a br&"7.C bC"f.\\'et•n the ~n·snlcnt and Mr. Ocn ( 1ll("':lt tl.u~ 
Presitleut nskincr him 1o eon tine himself t.c the pomt. of order. Mr. &n• Guptd ·P<~ml 
i.haf if he wns ~not altowc<l to !'~-ak, he mn:;t r-it t.lown. The Prcsitl<'l'!'·st\i~ that 
1ltaL w:1s unf:tir to him. All th:1t he nskt.>d Mr. Ben ltuptn \\'iLS to eonJ1ue .hmuwll 
to the point of order. l\[r. 8Pt! {lupin then rcsmut:J.l~is S{'at.._ ·.,_! r·:;' I 

:air. T. C. Goswami thought tlmt since the rcqut:;ltlOn nollce had bcci•; cJrcuiJttul, 
it wns in order. . ,. 1 , ••. -~ • N 

Mr. N. U Chunder reminded the President of tbe AU-Inch~. Con.gr(~)'('qn~nuHoo 
upon the voint in the fight helWCf'll 1hc No-e1Jn.ng:ers ruul SmmtJLSt!J 1U 1~--l.., -.' . 

'.fhe Prc;;.idcut: You need nut remind me of thnt. My mcmoljli.'S nre qm~ 
nccuratc. <·': ,·· 1 J 

'1\1~. S.C. _Bo~e n::markell t.lmt the right -of appointment alwnys c.~~ ~~iLth
1

it 
the r1~ht of tl1$mt~!:.al. • • • • . • ., .'. 1 .1 , ••• ,._;: 

A voice: Qm you be tkmnsscti from tho- Umnretty Constituency' 

8 



Mr. llosc Sllid t.hat in the absence of any provision, t.hcy must fnll back upon 
convention. 

Replying, Sj Su""'b Cbandm Bhattacharya pointed out the difference in the 
rulin_g given on other occnsions to which reference bad been made ll.lld said that the 
meetm~ wns not pro~ly convened.. 

Tho Prosident said thnt t.bc point of order raised by Mr. Bhattacharya wns 
whether the executive ns a body could be removed or not. He remarked that 
the first point wns far from being free from difficulty. Mr. Boac had depended 
upon the inherent right <>f the pnrent body ( in this case the B. P. C. C. ) to diseuss 
or remove from office any subordinate executive body which might have bren ap~t
ed· h)' itself. Messrs Seri Gupta. and Chunder hnd relied upon prex-dl'!lts. He 
would deol wit.h the latter point first. The prcecdcnt cited by Mr. Sen Gupta. Wllll 
prru:ticaUy_ valueless ; it was o. decision given by Mr~ Seu Gupta himself nnd it was 
no more binding upon his successor. But the precedent cited by Mr. Chunder wns 
certainly more cogent and valitl nud the President had more reason to remember it 
than anyone else present. In 1~-the nmttt..'l' was referred to tho All-India Con
gress Committee which np)lf?int-ed n. sub-committee wiLh :&1oultma. Mahomed Ali ns 
President and others. Mr. &merjcc said that e\"Cil there he contented that the 
B. P. C. C. had no power to dismiss the Executive but the committee decided the 
other w:n.y and up till now thnt was the onlr precedent in point. 

Bnt the question could not be decided wholly by pi:eccdents. Wbnt were t.he 
ndes ? They were n<>l silent UJ'!'n t.he point. The rules provided and laid dGwn 
a procedUre for removal of indivnlual members but tbcy did not lny down any 
prOcedure for the remo\"al of the Executive. On the eontraryt th.cy expn~sly provide(! 
that the Executive were to hold office for a time. The rules therefore seemed to 
provide by implicntion that the Executive could not be removed with.iu the ooui'SC 
of the year. 

Inspite of this, Mr. llancrjee was inclined to think that the parent body ought 
to have some control over the E..'teeutive. But the question was, how was that 
control to be exercised ? He thought thnt t.he best way to •llow a wholesale 
convention to grow up in their midst, the convention b£'ing thilt the Executh•e should 
resign if any vote of no confidence was passed upon them.. He tberc.forc suggl.--stcd 
that the r~uisitionists should alter their resolution and instcnd of pressing for the 
removal of the Executive should simply pass a. vote of no confidence in them. He 
assured them that the Executive would at once resib'll if such a. resolution was passed 
he for his mvn part certainty would resign. ' 

The suggestion Wllll accepted lly Mr. K. S. Roy on hcbnlf <>f t.he 
requisitionists.. The meeting was then adjourned. 

The· Committee met nguin on the next dny the 11th FEBRUARY under the 
presidency of Sj. Jitcndm W Banerjee. After the statement of Sj. B. N. Snsmnl 
&x:retary in wh!e!t he expressed r~ for ecrtain lines in his speech whit·h ru; 
deliver~ . at Knshnagorc was re:id, tltere was n truk of compromise nnd a 
Commtttee ''"as fanned to come to n. settlement. The President adjourned the 
house for hnlf nn hour and the members of the Settlement Committee retired to a 
room. After about S hours t.ho P,..ident and t.he members of the Committee 
returned to the main meeting and announced thnt t.hc compromise hnd fniled. 

MR. SASMAL's ST.A.TEl!El\""T. 

The following is the k>xt of Mr. &tsmnl's statement :-
"~n my •tal!"nent pul_Jlished yesterday in tho Jlllpers I promised thnt if I were 

convmced that m my Knshnagnl' speech I had nctnniJy n1€rrcd to the politieal detcm18 
and sufferers and luid also wounded their personal fcelin~, I would, as a gentleman 
make amends .n.nd ~ress regret most sn:-cerely. Now, from the dist•ussion thai 
I ha~ lust mght ~th several ~f my friends, who arc political suftercrs, I nm 
convmood Utat certain sentences m· my speech can be honestly construed in that 
way on?. so I not only express sorrow but also beg to rmnounce that I withdraw 
uneomlitwnnlly the whole ~gnt)Jh of my speech relating to Terrorisrn or Annrchist 
eoospi~ (PI' 8 and 9 ) and ~ o~her objootionable portion thereof in pnges 29 
nnd 00 1.. e: aJ .the ~tcnccs bcgmrung from the words and ending with the words-.... n 
I trust, thlS wtl~ !J:ltisfy those who have been offended and whose· co-operation in our 
struggle for poht1cal freedom I value FO much." 

'lhc eompro~isc havi!'g fail<;<l1 t.hc P,..idcnt n•.xt cnlled upon Sj Kilan Snnkar 
Roy to move hts resolution whien rnn as follows :-



ITHE NO-CONFID&>:CE MOTION 

"Wltcrens the Executive Committee of tho B. P. C. C. hM appoint«! Mr. 
B. N. Sasmnl as Seerctory, be it roJolved thRt the Committee do no longer enjoy anv 
confidence." <~ 

Sj. Upcudm Nath Banerjee in course of his speech said that after the stnkroent 
of SJ. &smnl, tltcre could not be any difference hct\vccn themselves nnd Sj. &smn.l.. 
The s~ker hoped Umt in. future Si. Sasmal '"ould help tltem in doing the work 
of t.hc B.. P. U C. harmomously. 1hcf must forget tltcir past now and work with 
~d feeling for the just interest o the eountry. In conclusion he said that 
the present members of the Ex.c€'ntivc Onmdl would vaente tl1cir scats and new 
members. would be- e1ect00 in their plnce to b'Uide the n. P. c. c. along the right 
path. 8]. Amarcndrn Nnth Clmttetjcc E"-~pressed the snmc opinion. In conclusion he 
hoped that the requisitionista woultl withdrnw their resolution after the statcmcut. of 
Sj. Sasmnl. 

:'llr. Wahcd Hrn;s.•in said that he wonted to make "few observations in ngnnl 
to the su~"CStion of a rompromise. He was r;lad to find tl1at o. compromise lmd 
nlren.dy been clfedcd. He wns sorry to SA}" that be hmrd some rumonr that the post 
of Deputy 1\layor ond Chief Executive Officer had been oi!Crcd to him. 11mt repor\ 
had no foundntiou at nll. Such pettv indu<-ement had no nttrnetion -for him. 1be 
onl:r C!:!ll was to serve the country t!irough the Congress whil1l was the. only national 
nstitutmB. 

'Ihe PrOOdent t1lC~n adjourned the meeting for half nn hour to nrrl\·c at a eompro
mise if posssible and the- members elected for Ute purpo.-;e accordingly retired to a room. 

Aft-er three hours' debate the members returned to the main ml'('Hng and the .Prt'fii .. 
dent announced Chat the Committee eould not eom.c to n compromise. 

Some of the members nskcd the President to give them the details of tba debate 
reg;_trding the <'Ompromisc. 

Mr. S. N. Halder enquired whetbcr the dispute \\'as OYer one· or t\fo men or over 
the whole body of the present E.'>:ectttive. 

The Prcsid£'nt tlten wonted to }mt the motion to 1'ote. 
'Before the resolution was put to yote Air. Kiron Snnkar Roy questioned the 

validity of some of the members ,.·oting. 
Sj. Upendm Nath Banerjee ROid that he had " ~~ hope that they would be 

ho able to come to a sr.ttlcment and that he fdt disnppointcil He emphasised that 
the Bengal Pact wns n~th·cd by the resolution of the Unity Conference subse
quently tuloptcd by the Working Committt'o of the Con~. As rcgnnls the 
election of fresh office-bca.rers1 they proposed tht'l nnmcs of 81 . .Akhil (:hnndrn Dutt:\ 
nnd Sj. Nirmal Chandra Clmndcr ru1d Sj. Jitcndra Lnl Bnncrjco agreed· to 
llmt. As rc)!lnds the &crctnry they Wlllllcd to cleot such a man who would be 
wclcom«l by oll. 

Srijukt" Urmila DcYi said tbnt they tric<l their best not to chonge the Seeretory 
and tho President. After some discussion to make a fuir eompromise th~ proposc(J. 
the nome of Si. Nirmnl Cbandrn Chmuler ns the President and Sj. F,. N: OOsmal as 
the Seeret.'\l'Y. That proposal was not accepk-d nnd t.ltercl'orc the rotupro!D:lse wns not 
arrivoo at. 

Hazi Abdul I!osid Kbon Mid that tb•y did not like to spoil the rompromis•. 
Let the Executive be rc-clcctcd nnd !hey would put ·their gricvnuccs before t-hem. 
If their gricYnnecs were not n-dn'Ssed, they would retire in a body. . 

After some furt-her di6{'ussion on the debate whi('b took p1are regnrdmg tho 
j oompromi~ the President put the "No confidrnre'' resolution to the vote which 
was carried by n. narrow mnr~:.rin of 4 yotes. The })resident and Sj. Lalit MohRD Da& 
then tendered their resignations in writing. 'Ihe meeting then terminated. 

Dispute between Rival Factions 
The political atmosphere in the B. P. C. C. howev<'r took a p<'culiar 

ttun following upon the decision of the Sccret.-u-y, Mr. B. N. Snsmal 
to postpone the B. P. C. C. meeting fixed for March 2. 1\fr. J. 1\f. Sen_ 
Gupta and a number of otl•cr prominent Congressmen issued n statem~nt 
pointing out that :Mr. Sasmal hnd no power to postpone the mectmg 
which would thus be hdd on the appointed day. This again was regarded 
by some as unconstitutional and while this was the position, certain 
prominent memben; of the Karmi Sangha and Swamjya Party entered the 
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JJH~.•<il. C. ·office on the 1st March to take po'lSCssion of it. 1\femhcrs ?f the 
·9-ppol!lte party also entered the promises andaft<;r some of the KarmlB who 
]l(Q"' jnsi.dc the office room had left the place, tt was reported that ~he 
mal.;;. ~trance was closed to prevent further inrush of people. According 
to • a statement issued over the signatures of Mr. J. l\1. Sen Gupt.'l, 
'lift- T. C. Goswami, Dr. B. C. Roy, Mr. S. C. Dose and others, some ?f 
~~~ Ip\imbers of the D. P. C. C. who had gone to .the Congress office tn 
t;OO, evening were confined there by the gate bcmg locked and men 
atineil with lath is preventing further egress. Up to a late hm': ~orne of 
thesll were still confined, while othera were being refused admtsSton. It 
Jl!ll'! ,alleged that forged telegrams had been sent to different parts. of 
ia<mgal aslring followers of Mr. Son Gupt.'l not to attend the meetm~ ; 
allegations of removing Congrcss prop~rty and important papora from 
the office. were also made ngain~t promin':lnt followers of Messrs. Snsmal 
'fl:tid . J; L. Bannerji. 
""'"N'ext day, the 2nd March 1927, feeling was running high in 

-roasequenee of the above incidents. The office of tbe D. P. C. C. was 
·!fcp~ '.'under lock !'nd key in the morning. .Members of the Oppositi~n 
partY held a meeting at the bouse of 1\Ir. Ntrmnl Chu.ndra Chundcr m 
the,evening. About 150 members were present. A new Executive was 
appointed with Mr. Akl!il Chandra Dutta a.• President, Sreemati Sarnla 
'Di!Vi"and Mr. Lalitmohan Das as Vice-Presidents, l\lr. J. M. Das Gupta 
as Secret.'\ry and Dr. B. C. Roy as Treasurer . 
. ,; , ;While ·these things were going on a telegram was received io the 
morning from ?vir~ Srinivasa lycngnr appealing to aU Congress 
'leaders and workers for an honourable settlement in the name of 
!;1!~,\')ongress and political prisoners det. .. ined in jails. 

;::;.',,,[·' Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta's Statement 
••i A~oordin~ to the statement issued late at ni~ht on the 2nd March by Mr . .J. M. 
~·@ttptn, the rnectin~ was held in putsunnce of a notico issued hy Air. B. N. 
S:tsmal on the 15th February. A L"U'ge number of members of the Bengal Provincial 
ebtigrcss Committee went to its office in Dowbnzar Street at t.he appoint.ed hour. 
Atr.· ·however, they found the main gate sbnt n..,.<T3.inst them nud bolted and barred nn:t ·itt spite of their wait.ing till an hour later the Durwnns refused them adruittnncc, 
they ·eamc awny in a body and held a meeting in Mr. Clmndei's residence. Of the 
total number present, fuur left. the meeting ns they consitlcrcd that it wns uneonsti-. 
tutionat Mr. Sen Gupta pointed out in reply to .n qn~tion that Mr~ Snsmal's 
notiCe postponing ~G meeting wns not vahd and the reasons given by him for 
pQStponcmcnt wcro mcorrect and mala fule. It was n. revolt ngninst the B.. -P. C. C. 
t')liQ, Of the m~mbcrs present enquired if every one there was a member of the 
B;'-_l"i C. C. Asked by tl1e Chnirmnn if they were, all of them, replied in tbo 
rufirmntive, none being chnllt..'flged. The motion for adjournment having been 
declared lost;., the meeting resolved thn~ in view of the vote of no confidence in the 
~cot E:recutivc the 'Seats of members of the Council including offioo-bcnrers might 
he doolarcd vn.en.nt an0J1that aU Rots except routine work done by the Council since 
lf~bl:~~ ~ 'l'lght.pc.<J<;c)~!'cd jnvl)lid. Dr. DIU! Gupt.•, the newly elooWd Secretary, 
~as. ~.'!.tho~Cd, tq .\like ~~Pll._ ~Or th~ P,nrpose of obtaining possession of nil rooords, 
!Ct~; ~ten! 1a,nlt'proplittt"! •Of• the E:P. 'Q. ,'C.· ~m tl1e outgoing offiro-bCIU"Cl"!l. 
'I~ olllee . of thO' B; J'm<ld}J·wnlo·tcm]Jllmtlly; locillcd .in a room in College Street 

~ .. ;f.:'/f~.;. -~JPtt:;.I'W1tlbo';~:~q,\\;d'f. ~·~;;;.;;;i~~(;~~ -~;,;¥i~Mr:< ,J •J'· Ban erie• pr~~smg_ nn_ nrmlcillon 11'""'nrd lVlth- nli-~ Si'Uhvilsi\ !J-OO~~o.S trcsiP.Cnt to settle 
tllC' di~en~'i!l' tlit\I'Co;!gresil 'i:\!nl(s~' 1\~.t ~~ 'sen~· •ol·~ tlie. · "ilull'lWg 'it. rill' '-tbllt"·thQ 
opt!ll!O,R' oli••lhe··gate •'fiB tbo<r Oongrces"latt"!"''~nti.afrttH!IIllnJSS"nnd'1lgl1lliii•W~IIL 
cittltii_\i.OJfJ!W~~J)t1 tA!·-!{u~~~l)C: +AlAOIJli)~mltse.inru:Jl ·n!J 'to ~-ndtu•;m Jll'mimo'li{ 
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Mr. B. N. Sasmal's Statement 
61· 

Mr. It N. Sa.sm~~ in his turn, issued n. statement cxplnining why tbc gnt.e of the 
llh P. C. C. Office Wl15 kept closed on the 2nd 1\Inreh. One ofthcreasons neeording to 
t c statement wn.s that tromt: people were determined to take fon.'ible poSSCS8ion of 
ttc House. As a result of tlus, the Executive Couneil decided that properties of 
t ~ B ... P. U C. sltould be r~ovcd to his ltottse for sn.fe custody. Most of them 
were, m fact.. removed by hlHl but tho paid officer of tho B. P. C. C. rclnscd to 
lmml over to hts m~ th~? ty-pe-writer belou~g to the Committ~ declnrin~t tbnt he 
~uld . not pari wtt.h 1t mnsmueh as he was in charge of it on behalf of tho 

hSwarn).~a Part}'. Mr. Snsmal, however, took steps to remove the machine although 
e hnu !0 BJgn a formal rcc.cipt for the articl('S he htul t.ak:cn possession of. On 

the mornmg of 1st Murch when l1c went to the office, he wns informOO. thRt the office 
room had been broken open nnd occupied by a number of men who uere residents of 
Calcutta. Soon after, he wns informed Ut:tt. the telephonic connection hnd been 
cut off and ns a matter of future snfcty~ the gnte was locked up in the evening 
when certain &t!Jlngcrs were noticed entning the office and refusing to vRl'ftte when 
demanded. Bcs1des,. although J\Ir. J. III. Sen Gupta nnd others hild nn'!otmeed that 

h
ll)cy would .hold thetr mectm!< to-day at the R. P. C. C. OHicc, they did not send 

1m. nny mformntion officially in spite of his having postponed the meeting 
previOUS1• 

!'lr. • M. Son Gnptn and sovornl otl1cr Con~ lc::dcrs alleged that some of 
th~r men were confined in the CQn~s Ofliee by the mnin entrance bring locked, 
whde others were bcing refused admission. Mr. Sen Gupta R1ao all~ that certain 
properties lwlonging to the Congress including imJ'€)rtnnt papers have been removed 
from the olfice of tho Provincial Con~ Committoo. . 

Failure of Compromise Move 
Subsequently, a meeting of the Executive Committee of the B. P. C. 

C. was l1eld on the 4th May 192'1. The Secretary, 1\lr. B. N. Sasmal, 
was authorised to is!me the following stakment nnd resolution : 

ul\lr. Srinivnss Irengnr .. Prcsitlen~ Indinn Nntionnl Congress, during his st~y 
in Calcutta proposed before us the following terms of compromise ns procecdinJ:: 
from the other party to tbc Bengal Congress dispute. viz., (1) thnt n gcncn\1. 
meeting of the B. r. C. C. shoultl be oom·cncil over the joint nrunes ~f M<'ssrs. n. 
N. Sasmnl and J. M. Sen Go11b\.; (2} Hmt nt tlris meeting n new Executive Commi~ 
U.re wiU be appointed conststin~ of members taken from both ~ics ns far a 
possible ; (3) tbnt two members of our party, viz., Dr. Prntap CJ1andm Guha Roy 
nnd 1\lr. Anath Nath Matlick should in no rr..se be included in the new Esreutivc 
CommiUee; {4) that the officc-bt>-.Jrers should be entirely recruited from the op~ito 
part.y with the e.~ception of one Vire-Presidentship lvhi<·h might he filled up by Mr. 
ll. N. Snsmnl or .1\Ir. J. L. Brumcrjre as our party mij;ht decide; {5) tlmt even ns 
~rds the above conditions the other ptU"ty oould not. giYC .any assurance thnt they 
should he carried out. · 

D:EFF..RENC£ TO TilE A. I. C. C.. 
"These t-erms, sped:illy the forc>cd c~dusion by nnmc and without any reru;on 

assigned of .Messrs. Prntap Chandra Guhn Roy nod .Anr.th Nnth :Mnlliek, were such 
that no self-resrccting body of men could possibly neccrle to t.he snmC'~ Our represent
atives ff:'lt bound nceordingly to n~cct them nnd, nll chnncc of agreement by ~ettJe
ment. being thus at nn end, we have no nUcrnntive but to demand .that th_e d1sp!ttc 
he rclerred to the Election Dispute l'ancl of the A. I. C. C. Accordmgly th1s mcc'ang 
of the Executive Committee of the ll. P. C. C. resolves: 0) thnt a representation bo 
sent to the President. A. I. C. C. drmnmting that the Bengal Congress Com!Jtittoo 
dispute be referred to the Election Dispute Pnnel with n vi!w to Gccide wht<"h of 
the two Executive Committc<s ;, the lei:nlly cleeted nnd consbtutcd body ; {2) tltnt 
this meeting hereby nominatos 1\Ir. Rnjendm Prasad {of Pntna, Behar) to act as 
their representative on the said Panel/' 

Arbitration Board's"Award 
.Accordingly, on the lGtlt Jnne 1~27, the Arbitration Boa_rd ap

pointed by the All-India Congress Comnuttre to settle the disputes 
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gave the following award. The Board consisted of Messrs. N. C. 
Chunder, A. N. Ghose and Muhammad Akmm Khan as members. 

The msttcr of the disputes ~ng tho Executive Council u.nd o!liee-l . .lCarul'B 
of the Ben~ Provincial Con~ Committee lvas referred to us for final dtspo~al 
bv the resolution of the All·lndia Congress Committm made on the 17th of May 
127. Wo hove held severn! sittings nnd have met nnd examined almost nil the 
members of the diJfercnt contending groups wbo tcok prominent parts in the fight 
except Mr. B. N. Sosmnl who did not choose to appear before us, We hnve ~ 
fuJiy discussed the points which arose for C?D~~eration or to wl11cb. our nttcntton 
was dircetOO. Although our reasons nre dtssnnilar on several JK!lllts we have 
RITirl>.d at the same conclusions. We therefore do not propose to gtvc reasons for 
onr· decision. . 

Our unanimous decision is that both the Es:ccutive Connei1s shall cease to e~nst 
and both the groups of officers must ccnsc tu function forthwith and a meeting of 
the Bengal Provincial Congress (',ommittoo shnll be called M early ns _possib!c to 
clet.-t a new Executive Counci1. \Ve do not think that we should leave tt to eJther 
gronp of office-bearers to call thnt meeting .. we arc not prcptU"Cl! to take tho risk 
of another impasse. 

We therefore propose to issue n notice calling a meeting on the 26th of Juno 
1927 at I P. liL at No. 116, Bnwlmzar Street to bo presided over by sj·· Lalit llioh.~n 
Das, fniling him M:mhi Wahcd Ho&.-a.in. This meeting will elect t 1e new .l!:xccu· 
ti ve C.onn{':il nnd tnke SU('b measures as mn1 be necess:try to legnlisc the forthcoming 
election of the members of tbe Bengal Provmeinl Congress Committee. 
- We nrc asked by one of the groups of digput:mts to form n.n E..~ecutivc Council 
nnd to apPOint office-bearers. Wf! arc of opimon that we cannot possibly do so in 
ns much as the All-India Con~ Cmmnittcc whose dcl~tcd powCI'8 we nre 
C.Xert'isin~_bave no jurisdiction to substitute nomination by themselves for el«'!i~n 
by the- J5CII~ Provincinl Congress Committ:ec. What we pro~ to do is thts. 
We arc members of the Beni!;Ul Provincinl Congress Committee Md we venture to 
tb_ink that it will be conceded t1tat eneh one of ns li.'\S been very intimately connected 
with the Congress movement in Bengal during tbc Jnst seven years. lf. therefore, 
not in our C.'\Imcity as Arbitmtors but as comrades who alone hnve had advanta~ 
of. having henro prnctimlly all tho parties interested and of having shifted tho 
CVIden('.c oral or doeumcutnry nddueOO. on either side t1')'" to help the vast body of 
th~ .m~mbers of the Bengnl Provincial Congr:_css CollliJ!.It:tec who have no partJsnn 
sptnt m the matter though they may be nmgOO on one stde or the other by_ making 
our l'CCommendations to t1tem as to the ~rsons who, in our opinion. should be 
clcetcd1 onr nct.i90 will not, we trust, be misunderstood. Wo h:n-e acrordfugly dmwn 
up a. list nnd we propose to hand it over in a select cover to the Chairman of the 
f!>«ting of the 26!)1 of Juno . Hl"27 so thnt the members present ;JJJly consider tho 
list before pmcffiling to ckctton. 

We des1rc to mnkc it denr that in making thnt list we ha\·e tried our best 
to steer clon.r of our personal likes nnd dislikes and we do bopc that tile foct that 
~eept in one instance ~ t11e list represent our joint and unanimous opinion will be 
ncccptcl as a guarantee of our gOOd faith. 

As a result of tile above award both the Congress Committees 
were dissolved and n fresh election took place on the 26th June under 
the presidency of :Mr. Lalit Mohan Das. Babu Akbil Chandra Dutt and 
Dr. J. M. Dns Gupta. members of the Bengal Council, were elected 
President and Secretary of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee 
respectively. A new Executive Committee was also elected. A large 
nmnlx>r of members were present including },fr, J. 1L Sen Gupta 
Mayor, aud delegates. from the mofussil. 



Gandhi-Saklatvala Correspondence 
Mt. Saklatvalas's open letter 

The following is the text of the open letter nddl·cssed by l\Ir. S. 
Snklntvnla to l\Inhntma Gandhi during his stay in Iudis :-

Dear Comrnde Gandhi: We nre both erratic enough to permit each other to be 
rude in order to freely express oneself correctly, instead of getting los~ in nrtiticinlity 
of phraseology. 

I realise the khaddo.r movement as it stands is not entirely your virtue or vice 
but your anlo;nt nnd entbusiailtie followers have added muCh to or substrnct;;J 
froni . your mtended programme. However the world must guide itself by 
pmcticiU results. 

TnE CH.uuu. MovEMENT. 
Severnl of your enthusiastic supporters h!i.ve assisted me greatly by criticising 

me openly in the public press. Unfortunately my present nomadic life with a very 
heavy programme of work in every town I go prevents me from e.arryina on my 
correspondence or journalist-ic work. HoWC\-cr these several critics hn.ve Cifectively 
~~icd to each other and each one has tried to prove a di.tlf!rent case on your be
half. You may not be les}lODsiblc for creating this confusion • .But I consider you 
are in duty boUnd now to clear it.. Let us um1erdtand openly whether the Charkn. 
movement is or is not an a.ttnck upon machinery, upon physical ~icnces, upon 
material pro~ If it is so, then it is a. most damaging disservice to our country 
and must he stopped. It it is not so, then yoor ardent followers ought not to be 
allowed to believe that it is so. 

WmT Is ART t 
Is it or is it not a protest floPll.inst artistic development on uP-to date ]inec~. 

irrespective of geognptiics.l or national considerations as to their source f \Vhat is 
art but a. free display of human taste, both instinctive ns well ns acquired ? One 
of your critles maintains that your movement was to drive away western hshions, 
etc, and when I discovered thn.t the klulddar production was doing nothing of the 
kind, anot.hor critic blames me as if I wns suggcsLin~ that it should try such an 
impo3sible as well as harmful procedure. In view ot this confusion} you ought to 
~vc a clear lead that you would like in every modern nrticlc of life 
m all fonns of designs eastern or western or mixed ~ to be produced in 
Kbaddar. 

KliADD.AB-AN EABNING PoWER t 
As to the economic B.lb~ment that Xlmddar adds to the e:u'nin~ po~er of the 

agrieultuml worker, I oonsulcr tha.t to be a feeble case altogether. It. ts potnted out 
to me by a newspaper corre.0xmdent that if I had seen tbe ~>TCBt ocean of khed<lar 
in India in 1921 and 19'22 and the tremendous enthusiasm of people at that time, 
I would not lmve ventured upon the criticisms tlli.~ ~ mn no~ doing •• Th!l~ is 
perfccly tnte, hut this conclusively proves that my cnhCISm now Js fully_ JUstlbcd, 
and that all that ocean of kb,addnr and aU that enthusiailm has dwindlod if not 
disappeared ~n their merit or d_!!lllcrit, IOI!g bcfor~ I ~me here and offered my
criticism. It m the duty of every smcere pubJtc man ID In~a. ~ find out hO\v and 
why this tremendous cnthusinsm was crated, how and why It died ~ut nnd ~ow :fur 
tbe faults· or t1te mistakes of your followers ~':e. been responsible for this.st.ate. 
The present condition of atf..'lU'S demantls a cnticlsm and not oondcnumtion of 
criticism. The methods adopted by o~er connl!ics of orgnuis.ing la~ur ~d .pca&lntry 
and guiding and leading the worken m fuctones or farms to obtain their ngh~ ha\·e 
produced far more benevolent and cffi.cient results in human life than the two 
nnun.s-a-day charka movcmcut w~ll ever do.. The Go~ment ~cruoo of ~L:I, 
scientific manuring cs.rrying on ag_r1cultural work by maclunery wdl add ren times 
more to the ocono.cie prosperity of the peasanky than tha Charka, but you have 
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nlreadv described this Government to he Satnnic. Let us have a. clear idea - ns to 
your Position in this mntlcr. Is n person nddin~ to the OO..)nomie vnluc of t}m. poor 
pro;.1ntry a. friend or an enemv of the })(}Or 'l I wnnt you to put one queshon t.o 
your own conscience, irrf'Sp._."eii\'C of public nrtie1cs-had ':ou C?me out in t~is 
country nftcr tbe general failure of your nttffi1pts to fn-c Iudmns 1!1 South Afnca 
from 1mHtie.'ll nnd c.ivic sln.~ry, nnd nf~er the mcs~ you ml}dc. wtth so_me young 
Indians in London lll. dmwm~ them- mto Mm~ <hrcd or mdtreet scrvtce of war, 
would Indilt have ~iven you nny import:mce. would India have nHowcd you to tn.kc 
this political Jenrlcrship, would Indh1 have poured in bkhs of rupees in response to 
vour demand::; if you h:vt said that you w:mt.d all thi3 only for the purpose of 
Uddincr As. Z a dny to the ineome of hardy tim~ p~r ccut. of Imlhn pe!U:mtry ? 
\Vere ,..,not n.IJ these gre.'l.t powers I:Ud at your entire dispo~al because you mnde n 
d~llnitC" J>Olitica1 promise nnd nllowNl the propl('; at le..'l.<~t to beli<'ve that yon hnd some 
pl:m or mt'lhod which would quickly within a limited period of l<"ss thnn two yeal1( 
~ive to India political freedom from the Bdth<h yoke ? Now where do we St!lml 
witlt rl'gartl to the prim:uy ohject of the charkn. movement nnd its position t.oday '7 
J\re vou shiftin;r your limit of two ye.'l.N to four years or t.o tw!'nt.y vears or to two 
hunrfr('({ ye3.rs '1 Do you Rll~"SL thnt a ri~c of As. 2 income, Flly of the whole 
popubtion~, is a process wltielt is J .. •·oin~ to 1lrivc the British out of thi~ country. or 
do von f'ug~::;t that a ~tm hhdu~r 61-,..,tre will have ro be reached T })id vou bclim·f~ 
thil'i. Goverfiment to be St:tt...'\uic lw.(-:msc it bron~ht, 1)0\'erty upon tlw pcojllP, did yon 
then believe that this llOvcrty could Uf'Vcr he cnrL"-1 >._:fore the &t:tnic Government 
wa~ o\·erthrown ? Do you now lw1icvc tll!lt yon can imprm·c the economic condition 
of the people without rcm•)Ving tbi-; S:ttAnic Government tlf without any rcft~rencc to 
politics. or, have you sudtl~uty come to <~undusiou thnt the immcdin.tc Jmvert.y of 
the pooplc has touched yonr hmrt so much ihat you launch out into that prohlcm 
of life and have mnde up your mind to i~norc the problem of existing (>Oli.tic:1l 
slaxery of the country ? 

Eco~oMrc Yrn.TUE OF CnARKA 

Reverting to the economic value of t'harka, it is t.he at.lmitt«< experience of the 
whole world that out of all 1tandicraft:; in competition n]!!linst machinery, hnntl
spinning is of the least economic vnluc, hnnd-wmvin_!!, emhroiderv, carpPntry, shoe
makin.~ or makinJ! of anr kind foot-wear. etc., h~wt• a much higher value# If wm 
would look at. the P:rr~ee Gtrls' Industrial lloruc in Knrnehi or n still more splt•Jidl<l 
institution of the Hindu 01·phan~e nt ~nmt, nnmdv tht~ Hnrden·nm Vakil Hindu 
Orph:Ulnge, YOU. will T•"-'lli~c how the t·m·niu!! pOWt>r~ of the helpJe;s pm~erty-!;trit·kPn 
people can llc Improved by IW. 1 to R-; 2 a da~·· I clt'Rrly sre that such crn.fr~ 
cannot be taken up on a lnr~ f:c•::tle hy aU villnj!f'rR-, wlu"ren.'!o hand-spinning can. 
But why do yon persevere in hanJ-spiuuiug wit.!t snpt•rstitious udher£>ncc and why 
not introtlnc.c aloni,!:>idc of it olh~r more profitable handiernfts for a few PcniUns in 
each village if economic salvntion ia your prC'Sent ohjt-ct ? 

~<Ronmxu PI,:-nm To PAY JlAUI}' 
You are not tf'!Whing the people to wear more clothes titan before, your own 

emmvle would rather lend them to wmr lc;;s. At the same time you nre tffiehitw 
more prop!c to }>roduee clothf'.-8, nntl how enn you f:til to rc:tlisc thnt you nrc rohhiuK 
Peter to pay Paul, tmd while you nre imvroviug the economic condition of some 
you arc doin~ it at the CXpt"USC of otht'rs. Sen~iblc economist~, socialists and Trade 
l'"nion OrganiSf'rs hnve, within n. Rhort period, incn-n~t..U the t-'Conomic earnintr of 
their followers by mor~ thnn n. 100 vcr CC'J)t ; thPY have tauf,!ht their fo1Jowc.; to 
U"C more food. more furniture, more. clothes: tlwy Jim·e thns cre.tkd grt'at Uem~md 
whiC'It has taken nway the hurJf·n of mnn from the hrntl, and have left U1e )anti 
workers more pro~pcrous than bdorc. You are nfr:lid or unwilling to follow the 
nnturnl and sensible oonT&', whirh i~ uf course n-ry im·onvt'nient to few ril'lt mnnu
f:;ctnrcr~, merchant~ ~nul z_nmituiC'rs who t..'Tf!iV ri<:h ~y starving millions of prople. 
)'on are frC('!Y ~c1v1.ng gtf!~ from. Lhc.<oc sdb:-;h !1"-'h m onler to ~rrr on work 
m tlu~ oppos1te drreehon of lll('Te<:tsu:g the economic v:rJue of workers 1n mdustrit..--s or 
on l~md. The poverty o_f the ]Wpulation o!l lnnd can easily ~IC remedied, instroti 
of h£'tng pl:tyed about With, by bravely fi~hhnl! Uw <'attSf'S whtch directly produce 
surh povf'rty ~ueh n>~, the unnatural and unjm•tifiu),Je rights of the zemimlert; OVCl" 
God-crcatffi hmd and low wages of AJ!ricultuml bhouren:;, 

Thus I sny thnt if you had not put forwurd politicul cluims you would neyer 
have acquired the power and OJtporluuitics which you lmvc, nuU 1f you had purely 



OOOnomie aims, you are standing against the economic interests of the masses and 
!n ~vour of the i~terest of the clilsses by deliberately !lon.co-operating with and 
mdirectly obstroctmg the work of those who would brmg about an ex-economic 
regeneration of the people along lines that have proved successful in all parts of 
the world. 

"ENTIRELY WRONG THEORIES', 

You have raised the objection ~inst 'V estern methods of organising Labour on 
your mistaken notion that such a process would introduce class war and that acute 
oppression of capitalists over labour does not exist in India. In both these themies 
you are entirely wrong. Those who organised labour had not created class war. 
:Modern system of production Commerce n.nd Finance produces class war, 
the parties m which are the capit;lists and the workers. Those who organised labour 
are doing nothing but the great moral work of helping and strengthening the 
weaker of the two parties in that class war. Those who organise labour always do 
so deliberately with a view- to abolishing class distinction by making capital the com
mon property of all and by_: making manual or mentoJ labour the common duty of 
niL This alone "'ill stop dnss war.,. and you who would not assist in organising 
labour, help in the continuance or ela.ss war which is going on every day in all 
industrial countries of the world, among which India to-day occupies the fifth place 
nnd not an insignificant place. 

"Class \Var So Acute in India" 
The acuteness with which class war operat-es upon the wage.earnem of India is 

more than in most of the advanced European countries where, thanks to the 
organisers of Labourt several of the cruelties of class war are being removed. Just 
look at the palatial nouses of any min-owners of Bombay, Ahmedabad, Nagpur or 
Calcutta and look at the disgraceful and diabolical one-room tenements of the poor 
workers devoid of all furniture, appointments or artistic embellishments. Bueh acute 
difference between dwclling cond1ttons of the rich nnd poor doos not exist in Great 
Britn.i.n. America or any paTt of Europe where labour is well organised. It is 
unjustifiable defence of the rich industriahsts of India to describe them in the world 
as endowed with some special virtues, when all the facta of poor people's life pro
claim loudly that these virtues are not existent. · The personal obsequiousness of the 
poQr workers towards their masters, the utter helplessness before arbitary dismissals 
nnd the ill4reatment as it actually exists in India everywhere is unthinkable in 
Europe or America, where labour is organised and your defence of the Indian 
master class is an unpardonable moc-kery of the poor su1fering working class. The 
wa~ in which Zcmindars, Khotn.s and 1\Iu.I.:.ouzaries claim by force the labour of 
tbetr tenants at certain seasons for half an anna a day is a diabolical di~race to 
humanitr and docs not e.~ist in countries where modern Agricultural trade unions 
are existing. That is not all. The class war in India is literally murderous and more 
cruelly murderous because it is infanticidal. ·Best Wlalyse the figt_ues of death. 
The death rate of the adults and specially of the infants in l-arge industrial town11 
is much more in excess of the normn11y bad death rate of India. Now kindly 
follow me in still doser annlysis of these figures obtained from municipal health 
oHieem of infantile mortality of the well-to-do Pn.rset>S, Hindu and Mahommedan 
families in Bombay, .Ahmedab:td, Calcutta or other industrial towns. You will find 
that the mortality amonbrst infants under 12 months of age among the rich would be 
about 80 to 90 per thousand whcrcns the infantile mortality in the Municipal Wnrds 
where the factory workers live would be from 6CO to even 8(X} pl'r thousand. Such 
n damnable attack upon human life is unknown in those countries where the work
ing classes nre organised. To defend such n position is criminal but for an:ybody 
to go even further and to throw dust in the eyes of the world that class war ts not 
operating acutely in India is inhuman and monstrous md I have always felt that 
through your misJ:lllided sentimentality, you have preferred to be one of them. Then 
take the other Important elements of- life-the di~ity, the consciousness and the 
self-respect of man, and look at our unfortunate clerks, teachers, post-men and 
Railway Station staft~ etc. The tren.tmcnt which they are mnde to suffer and are 
almost habituated to is a disgrace to human society and the only salvntion out of 
it is etlicient labour -orgn.nisntion. Cla.ss war is there, will contmue to be there till 
a successful scheme of communism abolishes it.. But in the meantime not to orgnnise 
the people and not to struggle against its evil effects from day to day is a doctrine 
which cannot appeal to any genuine humanitarian. 

9 
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During my conversation with you at certnin periods you did not seem to take 
a. definite attitude with r~ to the value of organisation of labour and peasants. 
You emphatically argueU that the Charka mo\·eruent was making organisation. I 
emphaticaly deny it.. There ·must be conscious and deliberate work of organisation 
to be carried out for its own sake in a proper scientific manner and for the purpoRe 
of our national object with a strni~ht-forward and unconeeulcd imparting of political 
consciousness. The same similarity of opemtlon of the workinl! of Charka with some 
vague idea., religious zeal or economic welfare on a ¥fC3.t Gandhijce's -command docs 
not and cannot do o.ny effective organisin;..r work nnd cannot create and hns not 
created any political consciousness. For centuries together millions of men and 1'fQ-o 

men in India have been boiling rice, utilising similar quantities of rice nnd water 
and conducting cooking operations of similar nnt.ure, doing some industrial work 
when cooking it nnd producing food of economic value without buying rendy·made 
food. AU these operations surely have not produeed any orgMisation and the work 
of spinning can ne;er do so any more than the work of cooking. 

Psychological Value Of The Jliovcment 
Then we come to the psy<"hological value of the movement. This wns grent. It 

began well and it almost hecame wonderful nt n certain sta~~ But why create o. 
psychology if you do not intend to mobilise the spirit so crenteU., and if you do not 
mtend immediately to form men and women into an organisation for a definite 
material object while they are under a psychological influence nnd before that in
fluence passes away 't That is exaet1v my complaint and the bitter disappointment 
of your world critiCS ~rrainst you. You mi~sed an opportunity and you only opent.>d 
the eves of the political opponents of India, and by your inaction after a certain 
psychOlogy was aroused, you only brought India under a .. tighter grip of her op_po. 
nents and made her enslavement a. little worse than before. Kot only that, but 
the position of India worsened that of Egypt and for a time of China and at any 
rate became harmful in Turkey, Persia nud Afghanistan. AU these proplc have a. 
right to compln.i.n against us if we bunJ!Ic our affairs in such a manner as to have 
nn indireet harmful eftect upon them. Whatever mny be the feelings of some of 
your ardent admirers, I hope you and I nre both agreed that we are both very 
common and ordinary persons. The politieal world "that lh·cs, works and struggles 
consciously, can anaJysc you or me with the same completeness as disscctin~ an 
ordinary insect. After the year 1900. the world changed from what it wns immeditely 
before the year JOCO. · Before 1900 leaders who brave expression to submission and 
to leWslath·c hypocrisy and worked ·to build up hopes of salvation on such instru4 

ment of legislation were populnr leaders, as (~ladstone wns to the British, Bismark 
to the Germans, or Parne1l to the Irish or Dndabhni or Pheroze Shah nnd Suremlra 
Nath to the Indians. By the year IDe() the masses of men got tired und sick and 
their hearts begun to burn with fire. The change enme on very rapidly and univer
sally nnd only 10uch individuals as expressed the burning fire of the lleurt and the 
revolt of the suiferin~ human beings were taken as leaders. The first task of these 
leaders was to express boldl nnd fearlessly the uncXJ)re5sed. voice of the 
people. The second task . o these l~ders was without waiting ~ for _the 
new to obstmet the old .w1th such e~ctency ns to mnke it nb;:o]utely ImpOSSible 
for the old order to eontmue to functton. The third tnsk was ro reconstruct 
and arduously. and slowly to _build up a new life. Ireland producOO a De 
Vs.1er~. He d1~ No. 1 an_d Nu 2 nnd his people are now bravcly carrying 
on hts task No 3. Russm h:1s produced Lenin. He did No. I and 2 and. 
though his life was short, he led his people on the right pnth regarding No. 3. TurkeY · 
produced Kamal. He d1d No. I and No. 2 and is fortunate euou.-.h to be living nn<l 

.-·· .~gorous to carry on his task Ko. 3. Chinn productil Sun Yat SC'Jr. He completed No. 
1 .-..~d NQ. 2- nr.d -after his death his well orJmllised and well disciplined followers are 
carryii.ig on task No. 3.. In Italy, though in contrary direction, 1\Iussolini plays 
tho same individual part. India ut that moment announced to the world her Jend 
to be Gandhi. You performed No. I but you abandoned task No. 2 and eo task 
No. 3 is out of the question and we arc su overwhelmed with the disastrous defeat 
at the second stage of your strug-~de that our lot to-day is harder than before to 
attain success over the conditions of the past. Instead of makin~ the past conditions 
inof.erntivc, they have become more rigorously operntire in India. and now worse 
stil , the hopes of a future struggle are being continually lessened even by the 
reversal of the psycholo~cal ndvan!-nge that we ·had. Your 0\rn admission and that 
of your followers as well as the facts of life make it clear that the psychology and 
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the enthusiasm. of the early days hns vanished and the readiness of the people to 
wo.rk for t:fle rightful heritage is turoed into hestiancy and fcnr. It is from this 
pomt of Vlew ~at we, who observe your mistakes nnd enrefully study your further 
prese~erance m~o them1 that we mn.ke bold to dcmfllld from you in the nnme of the 
suffc:;rmg humomty of rndia, as well as of other countries, thnt you give your 
serVIces to ~umanity in consultation and eo-operation with others so as to retrieve 
the los~ position. Pray do not misunderstand me as unttacking" you or 'vishing for 
your disappearance from public life. The purpose of this letter is to show you the 
faults and defects of your policy and your nets, and therefore, this letter cont.n.ins 
only yo.ur defects, but it by no means argues that you do not possess qualities that 
are eshf!lal.Jie and that cnn be yet of great value. Thes.e qualities require no 
enumeration. 

The great psychologi-cal wave having onec died away the perseverance of yours and 
of your immediate disciples in the same d.irwtion automntically becomes a degenerate 
form of the original activities. Here again, you must pennit me to speak as man 
to man. 

You have ereated an infit'ence over your countrymen in the lowest strata of 
society wider and deeper than anybody else. However, what is your real object 'f 
If your object is metaphysical or rclit,.oious. your policy 8bould be to cultivnte a 
psychology of obcdien<:e nnd reverence towards you nnd dillidenee in themselves as 
compared to your great self. It your purpose 1s to give your share in the national 
and political work, your nJ>proach to the people sllould be on terms of absolute 
equality and your task must be to inspire confidence into them. From this ~oint 
of \'iew you must stop allowing people t.o addre;s you as a Mahatma. I have 
heard frOm your mnny friends tlmt you have never wished this word to be used. and 
no one really expects you to do otherwise, but that does not mean that you ghould 
not or that you cannot suppress it immediately. You csn easily refus~ to receh.·e 
]etters so addressed and you can easily refuse to attend functions where you are 
advertised with this appelln.tion. You have only to declare your wish publiely in3tcad 
of whispering about it to a few friends and the thing will he done. With some 
expc-rienee of politienl propaganda and mnss mentality, I am speaking to you in 
earnest that our first approach to the people must be based on t.be fnct that our 
powers are not greater than that of others. If you go into a bunch of villagers and 
start out by bcin~ called and known as a brother you create a sense of confidence 
and se1f-reli::mce m them. If you _go to them with a long Btory first spread by your 
friends about 11 days fasting and then with a diseoYcry of ~·ourself as a. Mahtitma, 
even thoug-h the Yillagcrs mny think about your chlll'ka w1th a superstitious awe, 
they acquire no confiJenee in themselves and they will only believe that what you 
say or do is the task of such superior persons and high souls like yourself and not 
of ordinaq mortals. Such a mentality spread wholesale over the country beco!Des 
most .injunou.s in the !ong run. You should :i~orou.sly stop cr;owds and J?TOcesmons 
of human beml!5 specmHy poor women and httle children passmg ;ou wtth folded 
hands and down-cast eyes. Once vou create this phn...~ of abJect submission of 
man to man, no wonder that you sh01ild. yoursdf despair of obtaining civil disobedience 
from your own followers. You nmv complain thnt the masses arc not. rcndy _for any 
such self-assertion, but eYen if that ·were so, your whole procedure ts certainly not 
making them more ready for it. 

RID!OV AL OF U:NTOUCIIABILITY 

Then there is one thing thnt I witnessed nt Yeotmnl which has hurt me greatly .~d 
I hnd sH~ht ev:itl{'nce of it before. Your work r('f!nrding the removal of untouehability 
is grnnd in its aspiration, nnd is not bitd in its success as it is ~ernJiy eurried on. 
However, I strongly object to your permitting my countrymen an~ . countrywom£>n to 
tou<:h your feet nnd put their fingers in their eves. f3uch touchabdtty appeal'S. to be 
more dnmnah}e thnn untouchability nnd I wouM sooner wish that two pen;ons d1J. not 
touch en<'h other than anyone human being should be touched ~Y nnother in Y.hc way 
in which you were touched. The depre$,;.00 dnsscs were subJect t~ a . sort of general 
di:;nbility, but this new phase of n man of the dep•cssed eln.qs ~orshljlpmg the feet of 
his deliverer is a more real inilividun! depression nnd de-grndnhon of l.ife nnd howe••er 
mu(·h you mny misunderstand me, I must call upon ;·ou to stop this ~on~nse. It 
is no use snying that vou don't like it; it is a mattC! o your not s~o('pmg rt when 
nothing is easier in the world ior vou than to stop 1t. You nre nnmng the ml'n
talily and the psychology of thes<i villager> for auother geeerntion or two. You 
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are preparing tho country nnt for mass ·civil disobedience but for servil~ obo;dicn,ee 
and for a belief that these are su~or pe_l'Bons on earth Rtld Mahatmas m this life 
at a time when in this country the white man's yrestige is already a dnngero'!a 
obstacle in onr way. Politically this career of your lB ruinous and from a humam
tnrian point of view its degenerating inJiuences appear to me to be a mom! 
plague. 

INDUST1!.IAL LABoUR 

As regards tho organisation of industrial labour, you are not ready to give }':?"r 
share, when we know that ~ur co--operation would be of a higher value in inVIting 
workers to the fold of Trade Union Congress. You don't realise that b'[ such 
co-operation you would actually help in preventible deaths, specially o poor 
innocent babia Then y~u ~ one step further and you use your influence by 
freQuent declarations whieh ilisconrap:e others from lakin~ up this most nec-..ry 
and nrl(ellt work. Then nt times you go still further and you actunlly and delibe
rately fraternise and co-o~te with the mnst.er clas1t. so as to make the taBk of 
labour orjmrusers nnt only. difficult but almost nnjnstifinble in the eyes of poor 
workers. You may defend this process whichever way vou like, but the e.."q)erieneed 

. world can on1y say that the exploitations of the Spirit of superst.ition and of 
ignorance amon~ tbe poor workers at the cost of human lives nnd their familes 
and for tho benefit of the bank aeconnts of the happy minoritv that rules the roost. 
I remember in London we all read the description of your royal· reception at JamshEd
pnr and your a~lance of an address in sl<el casket with a purse, and in that .Jam 
Edhpur nnder-feedfug, bad bousing. underclothing does nnt ItO on, as if dentho which 
are preventible under modern scientific principles are not daily taking place~ as if 
men were never driven to resort t.o strike, through unreasonable obstinacy of their 
employers, and as if even milita.ry operations lijtainst workers had never taken 
plaCe. I have confessed above that I hove looked at this picture of your perfor
mance with disapp<>intment from a long distance. Comrade, you have to take the 
world as it is and you hove to believe that all tho labour-world have looked upon 
that picture with a. similar disappointment. Even with all your p<::rsone.l power 
and 1!11ccesl! you will not be able to change the J!rORI law of wordly life that those 
who are not with us are ~st us, and in the name of the working classes, I want 
to call upon you to remember it. 

"MY CANDID THOUGHTS'' 

I hove put down my candid thoughts in the above pnrngmphs not with a view 
to disbnrdin ·my soul, of personal grievance ; I fully icalise that I am courting 
great unpopnlaiity in the eyes of my own fellow-oountrymen whose good wishes 
and ~rood opinion are as dear to me as to :ron. What I am really attempting t-0 do is 
to diSburden 'your mind' of a lot of confus1on and contradiction and to demand from 
:l"OU in tho name of all sufferers not merely that yon stop adding to their su1ferini(S but 
that you come forward and live with us ns a brother with brothera and work with 
us in a manner and form in which we all consider you to be most fitted and _your 
service to he most valuable. I have already rend to you m:y notes in whiCh I 
have mentioned what psychological, J>QliticiU and even revolutton~ value can be 
attached to tho khaddnr movement. I hove no prejudice against 1t and I would 
eveD. persevere and build upon whatever value it may have for a nation's liberty 
and life. I attach full copy of these notes Bl"'in which I am now submitting to 
the Working Committee of the Congress for a preliminary consideration. 

What I want of you is that you -be a good old Gandhi, l'ut an ordinary pair 
of khaddn.r trousers and coat and come out and work with us m the ordin~ way. 
Come and OJXaD:ise with us ( as you alone by yourself have failed) our workers, our 
peasants, and our youths, not with a metapliysical sentimentality but with a set 
purpose, a clear-cut nnd well-defined object and methods sneh as l:iy experiment are 
making: success for all human beini(S. 

I ·am not a believer in the slavishly obeying personst prestige or orl{fffii"Sations 
but I always believe all past efforts, and actions have thar elements of gG!ltt on which 
we, ?"'• if we wil~. build a stronger future. Instesd of developing the vanity of 
making under-clothmg or over.clothing a primary object of administration and 
starting' some ~aditions of a 58A'e o!- Sabannati, as an ordinary rough and 
tumble man lllllk\ng your-~ and clothmg secondary and nnimportant items that 
ohould no~ reqwre any Special thought of )'OU, you would stiU be able to undo 
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your ~t . mistake . of the past and to make for the damage done to India and 
other As1ahe countnes and be one of t.be successful worken for India ru; other 
successful leaders have nctually work43d for their own countries. Yes, when I have 
cnst my eyes 01,1 you, I run not going to take any point blank refusal from you. 
I know there will be usual popular cry n.gninst. me that 1 ought not to have used 
su~h ~angna~ .or 9t!ch words etc., etc., but I do bclieve that 'in an attempt to use 
nrttfiem1 poh~hmg m our langu3.ge. we hP<'Ome ns unfair to the addresses ns to 
o~rselves. and it is much better poliCy- to say things ns we think nnd as we talk among 
friends. Therefore, before I ~o~ I should like you to get up one morning as from n. 
dream and to say '~YeslJ and many of us can soon be put together in a good ten.rn 
and set about puttmg an end to so many deplorable canditions of life in India 
about whicb. none of us has any doubt. 

Mahatma Gandhi's Reply 

In reply to the 'above :1\Tahatma Gandhi wrote an article in "Young 
India" dated the 17th March under Caption "No and Yes!' The 
following is the text of the article:-

<!Comrade Sakla.tvala. is dreadfnlly in earnest. His sincerity is transparent. His 
sacrifices are gre:tt. His pa.s:oion for the poor is unquestione<L I have. therefore, 
given his fervent open appeal to me that close attention which that of a sincere 
r,.atri-ot and a humanitarian mu:.t command. But inspite of all my desire to say 
'yes" to his appeal, I must say "n!)", if I nm to fetum mere sincerity for sin<".erlty, 
or if I am to act aeoording to my fu.i.t.h. But I can say "yes11 to his appeal after 
my own fashion, for underneath his intense desire that I should c.o-operate with 
him on his terms, there is an emphatic · implied c-Ondition that I must say Hyes" 
only if his arpument satisfies my head and heart. .A uno" uttered from the depth 
of conviction ts better to please or what is worse, to avoid trouble. 

AGAINST A BLL~D WALL 

Inspite of all desire to offer hearty congratnJations 1 find myself against a blind 
wall. His facts and his deductions based upon fiction are necessarily baseless. And 
·where these facts are true n1y whole energy is concentrated upon nullifying their 
(to me} poisonous result. I am sorry but we do stand at opposite poles. There isl 
however, one ~t tb.ing in common between us. Both claim to have the good o 
the country and humnmty as our only goal. ThoughJ- therefore, we m.a.y for the 
moment seem to be going in the opposite directions .1 expect we shall meet some 
day. I promise to make ample amends when I discover my error. 

SATANIC CIVILISATION' 

Meanwhile, however, my error since I do not recognise it as such must be my 
shield and my solace for, until--e Comrade Sak1atvals. I do not believe that multiplica
tion of wan~ nnd machinery contri\'ed t-o supply them is taking the world a sinjZle 
step nearer its goal Comrade Sa.k:latvnln. swears by the modern rush. I whole
heartedly detest this mnd desire to- destroy distance and time to incrense animal 
appetites and go to the ends of the ea.rth in search of their satisfaction. H modern 
ClVtlisation stands for all this nnd I have understood it to do so, I call it Satanic 
and with it the present system of Government, ita best exponent. 
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I distrust its schemes of amelioration of the . lot of the po~r: . I ~st i~ 
Cunency reform I distrust its Army and Navy. In the name of cmlisation and m 
its own safety tin; Government hns continuously bled the masses. It hns enslaved, 
it hns bribed 'the powerful with distinctions and riches and it hns sought to crtu!h 
UDder the weight of its despotic regulations liberty-loving patriots who wanted not 
to be won over either by ftattery or riches. I would destroy that system to-day 
if I had the power. I woUld use most deadly weapons if I believed that they would 
destroy it. I refrain only because the use of such weapons would only perpetnste 
the system, though it ma)l' destroy its present adctinistrators. Those wb.o seek to 
destroy men rather than their manners adopt. the latter and become worse than 
those whom they destroy under the mistaken belief that manners will die with men. 
They do not knOw the root of the evil. 

MOVEMENT Oi' 1920 
The movement of 1920 was designed to show thet we could not reform a 

sonlless system by violent means and without becoming soulless ,ourselves. !'lnt 
we oould do so only by not becoming victims of the system by non..co-o~ation, 
by saying an emphatic 11no" to · every advance made to entrap us into the nets 
spread by Satan. The movement sulfered a cheek but it is not dead. lily promise 
w,as conditional. The conditions were simple and easy. But they proved to be 
difficult for those wbo took a leading part in the movement. What Comrade 
Saklatvala believes to be. my error and failure, I rwud to be expression '!f !"Y 
Btren~ and deep oonVJction. It may be an error Dut so long as my conviction 
~ 1t is truth abiaes with me the very error must, as it does, sustain me. Retrae
mg of my steps at Bardoli, I hold to be an aet of wisdom and supreme service to 
the country. GOvernment is weaker for that decision. It would have regained aU 
lost position, if I had persisted after Chauri Chaura in carrying out the terms of 
what was :regarded as an ultimatum to the Viceroy. 

B. AFRICAN MOVEMENT-A FAILURE 

.MY comrade is wrong in saying that the South African movement wns a fru1ure. 
If 1t '!BB, my whole life must be written down ns a failure and his invitation to me 
to enlist UDder bis eolours must be held to be meaningless. South Africa I!)>Ve a 
start to my life's miseion. Nor do I consider it to be wrong to have offered during 
the late. war serviC<S of my companions and myself, under my then conYiotions, 
as ambulance men. 

KHADI MOVEMENT NOT ON WANE 

him
Tbis great l\1. P. is in a hurry. He disdained to study facts. Let me inform 

that the Khruli movement is not on the wane. It did last year 
at least 2!) times as much work as during 1920. It is now serving not less than 
50.0CO spmners in 1500: vill.wres besides weavers, washermen1 printers, dyers and 
tailhaborsb: llfr. Sakl&tvala asks what khaddar stands for f W el~ it stands for simplicty not 
• ade ~ess. It sits well on the shou1ders of the poQr ana it can be made, as it was 
m m the days of yore, to adorn the bodies of the richest and most artistic men 
and '!Omen. It is reviving ancient art and crafts. It does not seek to destroy all 
machinery bot it does regulate its use and cheek its weedy growth. It uses nunilii
nery_ ~or ![le service of the poorest in their own cottage. The wheel is itself an · 
exqws1te p1eee of machinery. · 

Tim Poon AND KIL<DDAR 

The Khaddar delivers the poor from the bonds of the rich and creates a moral and 
spiritual bond between the classes and the masses. It restores to the poor somewhat 
of what the rich have taken from them. Khaddnr dose not displace " single eottago 
industry. On the contrary it is i{t;J. daily recognised that it is becoming the 
centre of otber vill&go industies. dnr brings " my of hops to tbe widows' 
broken-up home but it does not pret'ent her from earning more. if she can. It 
prevents no one from scein~ a better occupation. Khaddnr oftCrs honourable 
employment to those in need of some. It utilises the idle hours of the nation. My 
esteemed comrade quotes with prida the work of those wbo offer more lucrativo 
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emp1oyment. Let him know that Khaddn.r does that automatically. It cannot put 
annas into the pockets ?f the poor with~ut put;i~g rupees into the pockets of some 
whereas those who begin thctr work m the e1ties, though they are no doubt doing 
good work, touch. bUt a fringe of the question. Khadd::u' touches the very centre 
and therefore necessarily includes the rest. 

L"miAN CoNDITION IGNORED 

:But the whole of the impatient Communist's letter concentrates itself upon the 
cities and thus ignores India and Indian conditions which are to be found only in 
her 700.0C0 vil~es. The half a dozen mod~r!l cities .are excrescence and sen·e o.t 
!-fle persent moment t~e the evil purpose of dnunmg the hfe-blO<J:d of villages. Khatldar 
JS an attempt to rcvtsc and reverse the process nnd estabbsb better relationship 
between the cities and the villages. The cities with their insolent torts are 11 
oonst~n.t menace. ~ the life a:td libertr of the villngers. .Khaddnr hns the greatest 
orgams:_mg power m 1t, b~use 1t has Its~ to be orgruu~ and because it nffect.s 
all-India. If Khaddnr rruned from Heaven 1t would be calan;!~fj, but as it can only 
he manufactured by the willing eo-operation of the starving · 'ons and thousand-s 
of the middle dass men and women, its success means the best orgnnisntion conceive
able along peuceful lines. If cooking: had to be revived and reqnired the same 
organisation I should claim for it the same merit that I claim for Khiiddar. 

MY WoRK AMoNG LABoURERS. 
My communist comrade finds fault with my work among the labourers in 

Jamshedpur beeu.use I accepted the address in Jamshedpur not from the Tntas but 
from the employees. His disapprobation is due, I exped, to the fact that the late 
J.lr. Rntnn Tata was in the chuir-well I am not ashamed of the honour. Mr 
Tnta appeared to me to be a humane and considerate employer. He rcndily grnnted 
I think, all the prayers of the employees nnd I heard from the latter that th~ 
agreement was being honourably kept. I do n.sk and receive donations for my work: 
from the rich ns well as the poor. The former gladly give me their donations This 
is no personal triumph. It ill triumph of non-violence which I endeavour to rePresent 
be it ever so inadequately. ' 

A TRnrnPH OF NoN-VIOI.E..~CE 
It is to me a matt-er of perennial satisfaction that I retain generally the affection 

nnd trust o-f those principles and poiieies I op~se. The R Africans ~ve rue 
personally their confidence and extended their friendship. lnspite of my denunciation 
o-f British J'olicy and system I enjoy the affection of thousands of Englishmen n.nd 
women an inspite of the unqualified condemnation of modern materialistic civilisat-ion 
the circle of European and American friends is ever widening. It is again a triumph 
of non-violence. 

LAJlOUB IN CITIES. 
Lastly. about labour in the cities, let there be no misunderstanding. I am not 

opposed tO the organisation of labour, but as in everything else I wnnt its or~isa
tton along Indian Hnes or if you will, my lines. I am doing it.. The Indian labourer 
knows it mstinctively that I do not regard eapit.al to be the enemy of labour. I 
hold their {'Q·ordination to be a perfectly possib-le organisation of labour that I 
und'ertook in South Africa, Champaran or Ahmedabad was in no S_{)irit of hostility 
to the capitalists and the resistance in eneh case and to the estent 1t. was thought 
necessary was wholly successful. My ideal is equal distribution but so fur as I 
CilU see it is not to be realised. I work for equitable distribution. This I seck to 
attain through Khaddar-and since its attninment must sterilise the British 
e..~ploitation at the centre-it is calculated to purify British connection. Hence in that 
sense Klmddar leads to Swamj. 

CIIARGE OF "'MAHATM..!." 

Referring to the charge of u..Mahntma", Gandhi said :-"I must lcave it to its fate. 
Though a. non·co-operntor I shall gladly subscribe to the hiU to make it criminal for 
nnybody to call me .Mahatma am~ to. touc_h ,my_ feet. Where I can impose the lllw 
myself i. c. at Ashram the practice 18 enmmal. 



The Bengal De ten us. 
INTERPELLATIONS IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

On the 21ST FEBRUARY 1927 Mr. Thurtle asked the Under-Secretary of 
State for India if he is now in a position to indicate the result of the communicn~ 
tions of his Department with the Government of India regarding the prisoners 
in India wlto have been detained for over two yean without trial under 
the Dengal Criminal Ordinance Act 1 

Earl Winterton: The upshot of the very full examination which this ma.tter 
ha.s received in the last few months has been publicly announced recently in 
lndia by the Governor-General in his adclress to the Indian Legislature, on 24th 
January, and by the Home Member speaking on behalf of the Government of 
India and the Bengal Government in the Debate which took place in the Assem. 
hly a few days later. Put as shortly as possible, the policy agreed upon by the 
Government of India and the Government of Bengal is this: The sole object of 
the Government in using the special powers which this Act gives them is to 
prevent terrorist outrages, and 1hey desire to keep no one under restraint a day 
longer than is necessary to secure that object. Their policy is accordingly to 
relax- restrictions· and where possible to release as and when this becomes feasible 
with safety to the public.. But, since the conspiracy to commit these outrages 
has not been suppressed, before releases can be sanctioned the Government must 
be satisfied that those released would not employ their freedom to engage in 
terrorist outrages. This postulates an undertaking, which would not involve .:my 
humili:tting admission as reganls the past. Such an undertaking, if given, would 
be an important factor in the Governmentts decision, but could not of itself be 
acceoted as automatically ensuring release .. 

Mr. Thurtle: Do I understand that the Noble Lord is now invitinc: these 
detenus to give an undertaking that they will .not participate in any methoJ of 
violence in future 'l · 

Earl Winterton: I think the hOn. Gentleman can draw his own deductions 
from the answer. 

Mr. Thurtle: Is the Noble Lord aware· that at Ieast.one of these prisone1s 
is in a very dangerous state ofhealth-1 refer to Mr. S. C.. Bose-and JS it the 
intention of the Government to murder that man 'l 

Mr. Johnston: In the phrase used by the Noble Lord to the effect that he 
would not require from them any humiliating admission with regard to the past, 
does that mean that they are to make any statement of any kind that they have 
participated in terrorist ag•tation in the pastY 

Earl Winterton: No; what I intended to convey by those words was that 
the undertaking would be an undertaking wjth regard to the futur~ 

Mr. Johnston: Does 1he phrase used by the Noble Lord mean that any 
detcnu has to make any admission regarding participation in terrorist agitation 
in 1he past of any kind ? 

Earl \Vinterton: No i the exact opposite is what I intended to convey. 
\Vhat I intend to convey is that the undertaking which win be sought from the 
particular detenu will he an unJerta.king not to engage in terrorist organisation 
or activities in future. 

Colonel Wedgwocd: Is it not obvious that the Government, both in India 
and here, want to find a v."ay out of tbe difficully in which they are, and would 
it not be better for the Gove•nmcnt to take the first step, rather tha.n keep these 
people in prison simply because on a point of honour they will not say they will 
nol do it in future t 

Mr .. Speaker: That is in tlte nature of a speech. 

On the 7TH MARCH Sir Walter de Frece asked the Under-Secretary of 
State for India if he can make any statement as to the continuance of 

10 
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terrorism in Bengal; whether it is entailing any special precautio~ ~n the part 
of the authorities; whether be wiU give the nu!'lber of casualttes 10 ~he re~ent 
communal riots in Bengal; and whether these diSturbances are showmg Signs 
of increase? · . . • 

Eart Winterton: I fear that no staleJ!l~Dt on the two €J_Ut~e diStinct matters 
raised in the question could be brought Within the usual hmtts of au answer. 
It is clear that terrorist activities continue in llengal, and require constant 
vigilance ; for· example, a gang has recently been tried ~nd convicted ~or the 
unlawful possession of· bombs. As regards communal disturbances, wh1ch do 
not seem at present to be increasing, 1 cannot give complete figures. but t~e 
Hindu-Moslem riot in the Bakarganj district on the 2nd March resulted tn 
14 deaths and 8 cases of wounds. 

Mr_ Thurtle: Do I take it that the Noble Lord does not mean the House 
to understand that communal riots have anything at all to do with what is known 
as terrorism T . 

Earl Winterton : The answer was in exactly that sense, 1 think. I said 
it was difficult to discuss the two matters in one answer. 

On the 14TH MARCH Mr. Lansbury atked the Under-Secretary of State for 
India whether he is aware that Mr. Subhas Chandra Bose was. appointed chief 
executive ()fficer of the Corp:uation of Calcutta in April, 1924, and that his 
appointment received the sanction of the Governor o£ Bengal; and whetber, seeing 
that Mr .. Bose was interned by order of the Government of Bengal within six: 
months of bis appointment and that he has been re-elected to that post, his 
re-election has received the sanction of the Governor of Bengal1 in spite of his 
intemment'l 

Earl Winterton: I am aware that Mr. Bose was appointed to hold the 
post in question; that this appointment, like several others made by the Corpora
tion, is subject to the approval of tbe local Government, and that this approval 
was gil'en. I understand that the Corporation have regarded Mr. Bose since 
his internment as being technically on leave with a substitute acting for him and 
that no question of his re-appointment or of re-apptoval by the local Government 
has arisen. · · 

Mr. Lansbury: Is it not possible to expedite tbe release of tbis man, who 
apparently has tlie confidence of the Council still t : 

Earl Winterton: No, Sir~ That does not arise out of this. question, and I 
must point out to the bon. Member that if a person in prison has the confidence 
of this or that organisation it is not a reason for a remission of his sentence or 
for dea1ing with him in a different way from any other person. 

Mr. Lansbury: will tbe Noble Lord not agree that perhaps the municipal 
authorities know as much about this man and his actions as the people wbo put 
him in prison and kept him there without trials. 

On the 28TH MARCH Mr- Pethick-Lawrence asked tho Under-Secretary of 
Stale for India \Vhether the offer made by the Government of Bengal to allow 
:Mr. Subhas Bose to go to Switz:erland is subject to any and, if so, to what condi· 
tions; and whether such conditions have been accepted by Mr. Hose? 

Earl Winterton: The offer of releasing Mr. Bose made by the Government 
of Bengal i~ subject to the conditions that be will give Ws word of honour to 
proceed from Rangoon to Europe by a ship which does not touch at any port 
Jn l~dia, and that he ~il~ thereafter not attempt to enter India, Burma or Ceylon 
un!d the Ben.ga~ Cnmtnal . La~ (A'!'endment) Act bas e<pired. My Noble 
Fnend, who ts m commuDicatiOD WJth the Government of India on the subject, 
has not yet beard whether the olfer has been accepted by Mr. Bose. This offer 
has been made consequent on medical advice that Mr. Bose should take a sea. 
voyage and make a prolonged stay in a sanatorium in Switzerland. 

Mr. Pethick.Lawrence: By the phrase "until the Bengal Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Act has expired," does the Government of India mean untU the 
date when it would normally expire, or until the time when it will be brought to 
an end if it should be extended T 

Earl Winterton: I do not quite know what the hon- Member means by his 
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Supplementary Question. My answer was quite p1ain. This undertaking is not 
!O enter India until the Bengal Criminal Law (Amendment) Act has expired, that 
15r has come to an end. 

Mr. Pethick~Lawrence: Docs that mean until the present law comes to a11. 
end, or until it finally comes to an end if it sh'luld be e:ttended? 

Earl Winterton! Obviously, it means when it comes to an end. 

On the 2ND MAY Mr. Thurtte asked the Under-Secretary of State for India 
i£ he is yet in a position to state whether or not Mr .. Subhas Bose has accepted 
the offer of the Government to allow him to take up residence in Switzerland ? 

Earl Winterton: I understand that be bas n.Jt accepted. 
Mr. Thurtle: Can the Noble Lord say whether the Government of India 

propose to make any other offer to Mr. Bose? 
Earl \Vinterton: My Noble Friend is in communication with the Govern

ment of india, and I have no further statement to make at this moment, 
Mr .. Thurtle: Is the Noble Lord aware that the Indian correspondent of 

the "Times" said the other day that Mr. Bose was in a most dangerous state 
of health? · 

Earl Winterton: 1 have already said that my Noble Friend is in commu~ 
nication with the Government ofindia and I have no further statement to make 
on the matter. 

On the 9TH 1\IA Y Mr. Lansbury asked the Undcr.Secretary of State for 
India whether he will give the House the latest information as to the condition of 
health of Mr. Bc.se. one of the prisoners detained under the Bombay Ordinance; 
what steps the Government is taking to preserve the health of Mr. Bose; and 
whether it is proposed to take any further steps to arrange for his liberation 
.and for that of other prisoners who have been so long detained without trial? 

Earl \Vinterton: I have no very recent detailed information, except that, 
since his examination in February by two doctors disclosed the possibility of 
early tubercle, Mrs Bose1s bealtlt bas unfortunately not imprO\•ed. In conse. 
quence it has been decided to transfer him from Burma to Almora-the best 
climate in India for tubercular patients-and he was to }cave Rangoon last 
Saturday. The Governor of Bengal is arranging for .a special medical examina
tion by his own surgeon and a physician of the medical coUege when Mr. Bose 
passes through Calcutta. I can make no s!atement about the possibility of 
releasing Mr. Dose or of any other of the persons detained in Bengal beyond 
saying that as was made dear by the announcement made by the Government of 
India on 21st March last, the text of which l circulated in the 11 Official Report" 
on 2Sth March, the question of each man's detention is continually being ex
amined and re.exammed. 

Mr. Lansbury: In view of that answer, Mr. Speaker, I propose, with your 
leave, to raise this question to-morrow on the adjournment. 

Mr. T. Williams: Can the Noble Lord say whether the prisoners in Bengal 
have been charged with any definite specific crime? 

Earl \Vinterton: That does not arise out or the question. 

On the 23RD MAY Mr. Lansbury asked the Under.Secretary of State for 
India if he will make an inquiry as to whether the medical examination by four 
doctors which led to the decision of the Gm··ernor.Genera.l to order Mr. Bose's 
release resulted in a formal report; and, if so, whether he will lay the report upon 
the Tabie of the House? 

Earl Winterton : As I inforn1ed the b .. Jn. Member on Thursday fast, I have 
not as yet an7 information on the first point. And even if a formal report has 
been made. tt is obviously a confidential document, and I am not prepared to 
lay it on the Table of this House. 

Mr. Lansbury: Does the Noble Lord not think that it would be in the inter~ 
ests cf public ?!der in India that tl\e people of l~dia sho.u1d be officially acquainted 
with the condttlon of Mr .. Bose's health at the time of hts release? 

Mr. Hannon : May l ask whether it would not be in the interests of public 
order if a great many of these questions were kept otrtbe.Qrder Paper. 



'76 THE BENGAL DE'IENUS 
Earl Winterton~ 1 am a(raict 1 do not follow the bon. Member for Bo~ ~nd 

Bromley (Mr. Lansbury). As far as I know there is no precedent for pubhshmg 
the report of a me,hcal examination, the res~ It _of which has been to allow .a 
·person to be released •. I do not think the pttbhc .Interest would be served m 
any way by publishing what is obvicously a conftd~ttal report. • ~ 

Mr. Lansbury: Is it not the fact that th1s man has bee.n 1n pr1son for 
13 months, and that very circumstantial re~rts have been. P':bhsh~d as ~o t'!_e 
dangerous condition of his health; and is not the pubhc m Indra and JD th!s 
country entitled to ask what this man's health was when the Government of Indta 
ordered his release? • • • 

Earl Winterton: NOt Sir. I do not think they are entitle.d to m_qutre •!! the 
least. The Government of India, in the exercise of thetr executive dut1es, dect?ed 
that the state of his health was such that be should be released. 'I11ere, I tbmk, 
the roa tter should rest. · ~ 

Mr. Thurt1e next asked the Under·Secretary of State for. Ind1a the reasons 
\\·hkh included the Government to change its policy in regard to the detention 
of Mr~ Subhas nose, one of 1be Bengal political prisoners recently released T 

Earl Winterton: Mr. Dose was re'eased -on gr-ounds of health. 
Mr. Thurtle : Is the Noble Lord aware that some time a~o be said it would 

be ine-,.;pedient in the interests of public safety t? t:elca~ Mr .. ~ose, and can llc 
say what change of circumstances has resulted ID Jt bemg exped1ent DO\V 'l 

Earl Winterton : His health. 
· Mr. ThurtJe: Has his health been tbe only circumstance that has entered 
into the consideration of the matter? 

Earl \Vinterton: Y~ Sir. The sole circumstance that caused the Govern
ment of India and my Noble Friend tbe Secretary of State to take tbe action 
they did was the state of Mr. Bose's bealtb. 

INTERPELLATIONS IN ASSEMBLY. 

The following is the statement made in the Legislative AssenlbJy on the 
21st March 1927 by Sir Alexander Muddiman on behalf of the Government of 
India regarding the decisions which have been taken on the subject of the release 
of detenus ~-

u The policy of the Government regarding those detained under Regula~ 
tic-n Ill or the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act in conne.;tion with Bengal 
revolutionary conspiracy has been and still is that the detention of no man 
should Jast longer than 1s essential in tlle interests of public safety. The Govern
ment are convinced that terrorist conspiracy is still in ~active exis.tence and that 
consequently it is not possible to take steps in the direction of release o1 thLse 
about whom there is no reasonable doubt that they would utilise their Uberty to 
resume their previous activities. They are, however, an~us to pursue as 
quickly as possible the gradual rel-ease of individuals whose conduct gives reasun 
for bopjng tbat the~ wiU not abuse their Jiberty. The Bengal Criminal Law 

- Amendment Act provJdes for a considerable degree of elasticity in the treatment 
of those who are dealt with under it and enables the Government to transfer 
from jail to less strict forms of supervision persons whose past record and present 
conduct would .not justify their unconditional release. Individuals of this class 
may be directed to reside in a particular viUage or in their homes. The practi
ca1 results of transferring men in this manner to village or home domicile are 
fully watched, and the Government are enabled to observe whether action taktn 
is justified by events a.nd thus to determine the pcssibility of further extension o£ 
such action. In order to show what bas been done in· this direCtion of discri· 
minating treatment of detenus, I may mention that out of 171 persons dealt 
with under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act from the beginning. 75 
}lave been placed in viUage domicile and thirteen in home domicile, while 26 
bal'e been released. The number pow remaining in jail is 54- Of those arrested 
under Regulation lll, 31 we.re subsequently transferred to );engal Criminal Law 
Amendment Act and are included in the figures given above. 16 at present 
remain in. jail under Regulaticn Ill. ln. the last two aPd half months, the 
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Gov~rnment of Bcog~t _have issued orders for the transfer of 19 detenus from jail 
to v1lla~e or home domtcrSe under the Act and have re1eased 7· The Government 
of lndta have also bad under review the cases of those who are still detained 
under Regulation 111. They are considerin~ one of these State prisoner,s on 
medical grounds. In respect of·4 others. they are satisfied that detention in jail 
is no longer necessary and they an.•, therefore. cancelling warrants under Regu~ 
lation 1 II so tlt."tt action may be taken to bring them under Ben~a1 Criminal · 
L'l.w Amendment Act with a. view to their transfer to village domicile. It must 
be understoll(l that practical result of this action as e~hibited in the conduct 
of men thus p1aced in village or home domicile requires constant attention of the 
Government. If it is ascerlained 1hat such men arc reverting to the Government 
will not hesitate to deal with them again under their powersu. 

Pt. Motilal's Reply. 
Commenting on· the above statement Pt. Motilal said :-u Sir Alexander 

1\tuddiman's statement is intende.i to be the last word on thesubject for sometime 
to come so far as the Go-.--ernment are concerned. Are we going to accept it? No, 
not for a moment. It comes to this, that there is not the least change of heart in 
the Government, that lnrd Irwin has finally committed itself to the policy of 
Lord Lytton and has allowed his own better judgment to be do·uinated by con
siderations of false pres·ige and differences among Indians. They may for • 
moment aff~rd to treat the res'llu-!.ion of lhc Assembly and unanimous public 
opinion on the question with sc nn, but I confess ( expected a more far-seeing 
statesmanship from Lord Irwin. Howevcrt we know where we are now and the 
suspense of the ]ast two mnn· bs is over. Not one man has been uncondttionaUy 
released since the Assembly passed th: resolution. Not a word has been said 
as to whether the offer made by Lord Lytton to the Bengal leaders summoned 
by him and repeated on behalf of the Government of India in the Assembly was 
ever put to any oft he detenus and, if S;>, with what result? The offer itseJ£ did 
not come to mucb as it cnly amountctl to a promise to take an assurance of a 
detenu that he would take n-o part in any violent activity against tbe Government 
in future as an element in tlte consitleration of his case; hut such as it was, it 
does not appear to have been put to any detenu and, if put, has not been acted 
upon. The net result b th.'1.t the men are to continue to suffer imprisonment and 
internment alternatively, witlnut being allowed an opportunity to prove their 
innocence. Our plain duty is to show to the Government in an unmistakable 
manner that we cannot antl will not tolerate this atrocity. I am sure the whole 
country will most strongly co-ndemn this action; but strong language alone can 
serve no useful purpose. What is required is action and there is no more effcc~ 
tive action that we can take than sinking our differences and presenting a 
united front to the self-willccl bureaucracy. Let us make this an occasion for a 
general rally. Let us be prepared to give more and tal..-e less than we have so far 
been insisting on. There is no other way to maintain our self.respect." 

Supplementary Questions. 
The following supplementary questions were then put:- · 
Pandit Motilal Nehru: May I ask Sir, if it is I he considered decision of the 

Government not lo release any mnre? • 
Sir Alexander Muddim.-m: My hope, Sir, is that if these gradual release are 

successful, we may pursue this policy as rapidly as is compatible with public safety. 
Pandit Nehru : Have any releases been made since the resolution passed by 

the Assembly Y 
Sir Alexander Muddiman: Four men will be released. 
Pandit Nehru: Unconditionally? 
Sir Alexander Mttddiman : No, not uncon..-litionally .. 
Pandit Nehru: Arc they Regulation men 'l 
Sir Alexander Muddiman: Yes Sir. . 
Sir Hari Singh (.our: May 1 beg to inquire whether rhese releases are ID 

consequence of the rcs·Jh~tion passed by 1his Asse~b1y or i_ndependent of it.. • 
Sir Alexander Mudd1man: The Government m conSJdenng these questiOnS, 

.considers public opinion as-e.'l(prtssed in this House and in other places. 
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Mr. A. Rangaswami Iyengar: May I know, Sir, whether any pris_')ners h1ve 

been specially released since the date the House passed the resolution on the 
release or prisoners! 

Sir Alexander Muddiman: I have told the Hon. Member that there arc 
-4 men who will be released ; that is since the resolution was passed about 7 men 
have been re1eased. I am not sure on what dates they were released, but they 
have been released in the last 2J' months. Probably some were released before 
and some after the resolution. 

Sir Harisingh Gour: Can the Hon'ble the Home Member give tbe names of 
prisoners released 't -

Sir Alexander Muddiman: No it is not in the public interest that I should do 
so till the arrangements for their full release have been carried out. 

Mr. A~ Rangaswami Iyengar: Have these four been released uncondition
. ally or conditionallyT 
· Sir Alexander Muddiman: If the Hon'ble Member bad heard my statement, 
he would have understood that they are released from jail and put mto vil!'age 
domicile. 

An Hon'ble Member: Is there any objection to giving the names of those 
who have already been released 1 

Sir Alexander Muddiman: I have not got the names, bull sh?uld think there 
will be no objection. 

Maul vi Mahommed Shafee: 1\fay I know Sir, if the Member who has been 
. elected to this House has been released? 

Sir Alexander Muddiman: To I he best of my knowledge be is not among the 7• 
Mr. K. Ahmed: Sir, if my friend Mr~ Mitra, who was elected to tbis Assem

bly as a member says " I shall be a good citizen and come here and become a 
good co-operator,,, wm there be any objection on the part of the Government to 
allow Mr~ Mitra to come here and take the oath f 

Sir Alexander Muddiman: I should suggest to my honourable friend to 
advise Mr. Mitra to go in the first instance to the Bengal Go\·ernment by whose 
orderS be is held. 

Mr. K. Ahmed : H. E. Lon\ Lytton said that his Government had no objec
tion to Mr. Mitra coming here and taking the oath provided he conducts himself 
rightly and swears that he will be loyal to the King and the Royal Family and the 
Royal house. Will the Government of India interfere? {No answer wa~ given.) 

The Patuakhali Satyagraha. 
The Government of Bengal issued the following communique under date 

19th January:-
u Conflicting accounts of the situation at Patuakhali having appeared in the 

. public press, the Governor in Council has decided to issue a statement of the 
facts of the case and the orders issued in connection therewith. 

11 Patuakhali is in a locality in which there is a preponderance of Muham. 
madans over the Hind us, the proportion being about s to 1 in the sub-division 
and the revenue thana, and about 4 to 1 in the headquarters police station. In 
Municipality, however, the communities are a1most equal in number~ In the 
past I here are no records of any disputes on the subject of music before mosques 
a~d the Governor in Council is satisfied that in the area affected by the present 
dtspute there was a long-standing and well-recognised practice under which 
Hindu processions out of regard for the feelings of the Muhammadans, when 
passing along the District Board road on the south side of which there is a 
mosque, stopped music for a distance of about 8o yards between the west end of 
the Civil Court compound and a culvert. 

"Originally there was only one mosque in the locality, a building situated on 
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the south of the District Board road and some 7 yards from it. Subsequently, 
however, about the year 1911 the Muhammadans erected a new mosque on the 
north of the Municipal Jane running from the District Board road along tlie 
edge of the Civil Court compound and about 30 ~rds from the junction of the 
J~ne and the District Board road. The ne! mosque is now used for congrega. 
ttonal prayers and the old mosque for pnvate prayer. After the erection of the 
new mosque the- Muhammadans tried to get the area within which Hin~lu 
processions stopped all music extended 45· yanls towards the east to the point 
where the ma1n approach to the Civil Court takes oft" from the District Board 

.road. and there seem to have been some negotiations between the two com
munities on the subject but there is oo evidence that the practice of stopping 
music in this extended area was ever generally recognised. 

"Latterly, as the result of the forces operating in the lndian Moslem world, 
the local Muhammadans began, amon~ other things, to object to attending the 
festiVities connected with certain Hmdu festivals and to oppose the performance 
by Hindus of certain ceremonies in certain places of which tbe Swaraswati Puja 
in schools was probably the most prominent. This led to trouble at the Latif 
Seminary and elsewhere but no serious ebullition -occurred until after the riots 
in Calcutta in April 1C}26. The e-xcitement which these engendered increased 
the irritation which this attitude of the Muhammadans had caused among the 
Hindus and the prominence given in Calcutta to the question of music before 
mosque led the Hindus on the 13th of May 1926 deliberately to organise a 
procession with music along the District Board road near the mosques in defence 
of the recognised prac1ise. 1here was no religious festival at the time and the 
object was merely to annoy the Muhammadans in which object they succeeded._ 
The Sub-divisional Officer, however, formed a Conciliation Committee and further 
trouble was avoided. 

"A month later at t11e time of the Bakr-ld fresh trouble occurred owing to 
the Muhammadans performing their sacrifice in the open without making any 
attempt to :screen the ceremony from the Hindus in the neighbourhood. In 
retaliation aRd in defiance of the recognised practice the Hindus took a pro
cession along the District Board road near the mosques at the time of evening 
prayer and a serious riot was only averted by the efforts of the local officials 
and certain Hindu leaders. The situation was so serious that the District 
ft1agistrate had to go to Patuakhali and issue an order under section 144, Criminal 
Procedure Code, forbidding all public meetings and processions for fifteen days 
and to post an additional force of armed police 1n the locality. It was about 
this time that Bahu Satindra Nath Sen arrived trom Barisal with a party of 
Hindu volunteers to tal""e charge of the Hindu activities. He and other Hindu 
Jeade•s approached the District Magistrate to have the order under section 144, 
Criminal Procedure Code withdrawn, and each side havjng after some discussion, 
agreed to refrain from any action that was likely to annoy the other for at least 
a fortnight the District MagiStrate withdrew his order uDder section 144, Crimi
nal Procedure Code, and removed the additional police. 

u At this time it was not denied by the Hindus that there was a long standing 
and weU recognised practice of stopping mns;ic on the District Board road near 
the mosques; the only point in. dispute was the eastern limit of the area within 
which. music was not played. 

"'For the next two months conrerences we1 e held between the two parties 
and the Moharram passed without trouble but no settlement was arrived at as 
Babu Satindra Nath Sen now raised tbe general question of right and would 
concede nothing further than that non-religious processions as marriage proces
sions should stop music before the principal mosque.. Ultimalely this leader 
announced that if no agreement was reached by a certain date he would lead 
a procession over the disputed ·area. As such action, if allowed, would inc vita
bly have bad very serious consequences orders were issued unded section so (2) 
of the Police Act (V of 1861) requirjng aU persons directing or promoting pto
cessions in Patuakhati town to apply for a license. In addition extra. police were 
sent down to Patunkbali and every eff"ort was made by the local officers to procure 
an agreement. 
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"Finally on the 30th August 1926 Babu Satindra Nat~ Sen too~ oni ~-prd

cession under license but violated the terms of the license which prov1ded 1nter 
alia' that following the tines of the previous arrangeme~~ between the two 
communities no music should be played between the Mumclpal la~e at the ~t 
end of the Civil Court compound and the culvert& As result of th1s processton 
some arrests were made .and some stone throwing took place whereupon t~e 
Assistant Superintendent of Police who was in cha:rge exte!lded the area,.ln 
which according to the terms of the license issued under section 30 (2) Poltce 
Act (V of 1861), music. was prohibited, to the path leading to the Civil Court~ 
as to remove the place of arrest from the proximity of the new mosque. Thts 
was done solely in the interests of public peace and not with the ide01. of support
ing the Muhammadan claim over the additional area.. Stnce then. ~here have 
been daily processions under license, daily breaches of the cond.lhons of the 
license and daily arrests and prosecutions under section 32, Pohce Act. In 
every case the sentence has been one of fine, imprisonment being ordered only 
in default of payment of the fin~. 

"From time to time there have been v:trious attempts at a settlement. One 
proposal made by some Hindu leaders that order similar. to t~e in force. in 
Calcutta should be passed by Government for Patuakh.-'lh was reJected as be1ng 
contrary to the declared po1icy of Government to maintain existing practice in 
the mufassil. Another by some of the moderate local Hindus which slightly 
modified the original understanding and would allow four religious processions arul 
all fune1al processions to pass. the mosque with music save at prayer time only, 
all other processions being forbidden to play music at any time before the mosquet 
was rejected by the Hirdu extremists. On the 19th November the District 
Magistrate persuaded bo!h parties to refer the matter in dispute to a board of 
at'hitration o;nsisting of two Hindus from the Hindu Maha Sabba and two 
Muh:.mmadans from the Jaiyat-e-Ulema with power to co-opt a fifth member as 
Chairman. but the same day Babu Satindra Na1.h Sen was himself arrested for 
taking part in a procession which broke the terms of the license~ As the result 
of this, the District Magistrate was approached at Barisal by some Hindu leaders 
and asked, in the interest of the proposed settlement, to perfonn an" act of 
clemency" and withdraw the case ag:ainst Babu Satiudra Nath Sen, and those 
arrested with him, which be finally agreed to do. Now the District Magistrate 
awaits the outcome of the proposal to submit the maUers in dispute to a board of 
arbitration. 

"The Governor in Council again in,·ites attention to the policy announced 
in his communique, dated the ~th Ja"ne 19:ID, viz, '"In the musassal Magistrates 
anU Police officers will conhnue to regulate which prevails in the locality con
cerned., He is satisfied that there is :t long es::ahhshed and well recognised 
practice in Patuakhali that music was stopped in deference to Muhammadan 
sentiments hy aU processions between the. limits specified in paragraph 2 above 
and he has therefore issued instructions to the local officers to regulate proces
sions under the Police Act in accordance with that practice. The Governor-in· 
Council would welcome any a~reement freely and voluntarily anived at between 
the leaders of the communttics which wou~d render unnecessary the present 
measures for maintaining the public peace. He reJ.:ards with ahlloirence tbe 
present state of affairs in wh1ch so m!lny boys and you·hs under a mistaken 
sense of loyalty to their religion persist in breaking the Jaw and in going to jailt 
and he has already issued orders for the release of all who are willing to apologise 
for their conduct and give their word of honour not to repeat it if released or 
whose parents or guardians are willing to J.:ive an undertaking on their behalf. 
Up to date 45 persons have been released under these orders. But he is not 
p~epa1~ as a concession to such m!sdircc.ted loyalty and self-sacrifice to modify 
hts pobcy already announced for dealmg \VHh such disputes in the mufassal and 
he trusts t~at the leaders of the Hindu community will recognise this and per~ 
sua<le theu followers to cease from defying the law and if they desire to depart 
from the previous practice wilt have recourse to negotiation or arbitration or if all 
else fails to the Civil Courts:,. · 



-The Hindu-Moslem Riots. 
The Ponabalia Riot. 

A disturbance between Hindus and Mah~medans occurred on the 2nd 
Mar~h 1927 !lt the Shi\'aratri Mel a at the village of Ponabalia in Barisal. The 
M~g1strate ~nter.vencd. T~e sit~ation becoming grave, he was forced to order 
firmg- !esulung m twelve bemg k1lled and seven wounded. The Superintendent 
of Pohcc was spea!ed by a Mah3med.an and as the :tVIagistrate c:JulJ not per
suade the mob to d1sperse he was compelled to order firinff, 

The riot originated out of a Shiva temple where ti~ousands of people 
m~et an~uaHy at the Sivaratri festival and proceed along the thoroughfares 
WJth mustc. This year a mosque had been raised by the side of the road leading 
to the temple. Fearing the possibility of trouble, the District Magistrate of 
Hackergunj, the District Superintendent of Police and a force of armed police 
w~rc present near the mosque. The Mahomedans took exception to a party of 
Hmdus passing the mosque, but the District Magistrate persuaded them to 
allow it to proceed and that the Malnmcdans withdrew only to be sent back by 
a MouJvi who reproached them far being cowards. The Mahomedans returned 
and attacked the District Mag-istrate. The situation became desperate and 
the police were ordered to fire. first with blank cartridge and afterwards 
with ball. Twelve Mahomedans were kiiied and seven wounded. The crowd 
then dispersed. The following communique was issued hy the Government of 
llengal on the 5th March:-

The Official Version. 

•' The facts regarding the firing at Kulkati so far as at present ascertained 
are as follows :-A mel a is held every year at Ponabalia, :Police s~ation Jhalakati 
on the occasion of the Shiva Ratri festival which attracts a considerable number 
of Hindu pilgrims, largely women, from all over the country. About a mile from 
the mela ground at Jagannathpur {Kulkathi) on the side of the road from jalaka\i 
to Na1chiti by whtch pilgrims pass to the mela ground there is a smaU mosque 
which is said to have been erected not more than 7 years ago. Previously there 
was a mosque on the other side of the road but at some distance from it. As 
the Hindus were appreh.e:nding disturbances on the occasion of this festival th~ 
District Magistrate inspected the meia ground on the 17th ·February to ascerlain 
what arrangements were required. As far as he was able to ascertain there had 
never been any opposition to pr<'cessions with music or to the 'Uludha.ni' or 
similar religious e:-.ctamations wh:ch pilgrims are accustomed to make on such 
occasions ; but as a precaution against possible trouble this year he arranged 
with the Superintendent of Police to have a picket of z Jamadars and. to armed 
Police at this point during the mela. A party of 1 Jamadar and 30. rtfies of the 
Eastern Frontier Rifles was also sent to Ponaba~ia for emergenctes. On the 
tst March the Sub-divjsional Officer was sent to be present at the mela and was 
.warned that the mosque might be a danger spot. He was instructed to ma.ke 
further enquiries as to the local custom and to altow the parties to pass Wlth 
music unless he was satisfied that there was any practice to th.e contrary. In 
the early morning of the 2nt1 March a Hin;lu Sankirtan processton. formed up 
and started for the meia ground playing music along the road whtch pass tl~e 
mosque.. A crowd of armed Mahomedans began to collect. ~t. the mosque JD 
preparation to oppose the p1·ocession. Seeing this the S_-:.JbdtviSional Officer who 
is an Indian Christian, stopped the procession at S'Jme dtstance from. the moSCJUe 
and endeavomed to persuade the MahJmedans to allow the process1on to pass 
peacefully. They resolutely refused to do this and the crowd ~egan ~o swell and 
to adopt a threatening attitude. Jo rifles of the Eastern I<~ronu~r Rrfl'!"S. a:ml. a 
few civil police were stationed near the Kulkati mosque, but seemg the sttuauon 
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becoming more serious the Sub-divisional Officer sent for four more rifle men. 
This reinforcement arrived simultaneously with the District Magistrate a.nd the 
Superintendent of Police who had -come to supervise the arrangements. Tht:5 was 
at about 2 A.M. 

u Men while, the attitude of the Mahomedans had become more threatening 
uDder the excitement of one Mahammad Sahadaduddin and they were prepared 
violently to resist any attempt on the part of the Hindus to pass tbe.mosque 
with music. The Sub-divisional Officer had satisfied himself after enqmry that 
Hindu processions had previously passed by the mosque without any prc;ttest from 
the Mahomedans. In these circumstances the District Magistrate dectded that 
the existing custom should be maintained and with the assistance of the Super· 
intendent of Police and the Sub-divisional Officer repeatedly requested the ·~~aha. 
medans to disperse but they continued in their truculent attitude and brandished 
their weapons defiantly to emphasise their resolve to resist the procession. 

"The District Magistrate then declared them to be an unlawful assembly 
aDd warned them that they should be dispersed by rille lire unle~ they . went 
away peacefully but desptte these warnings Muhammad Shahadaduddm continued 
to incite the crowd saying that they would submit to beinJ killed rather than give 
in.. There were then about soo armed Mahomedans JO the~open space round 
the mosque and they were only separated from the road by a ditch about '2 yards 
in width.. Others estimated at another 500 were assembled in the jungle behind. 

"As the cmwd refused to disperSe the District Magistrate ordered the Super
intendent of Police to march up the contingent of the Eastern Frontier Rifles.. 
This was done and the Magistrate again ordered the crowd to disperse but 
was again disobeyedt the Mahomedans waving their spears and thrusting them 
in the din:ction of the officers and the sepoys~ Tbe District Magistrate then 
ordered the arrest of Muhammad Sbahadaduddin who was taken away in custody. 
Thereafter further attempts were made by all the officers present and two 
leading Mabomedans to induce the crowd to disperse but without avail~ On the 
contrary some of the crowd began to cross the road at a little distance and 
collect in groups with spears on the other side of the road thus surrounding the 
police paTty. As the crowd became still more threatening and was then within 
three ~rds of the police and was armed with deadly weapons the District Magis
trate then gave orders to fire and with his approval the Superintendent of Police 
ordered one round to be fired by each man. This order was communicated by 
the Havildar to his men and fire was opened by fourteen men. It seems, h-.Jwever, 
that in the tremendous din which the Mabomedans were making tbe order was 
not properly beard and that actually 37 rounds were fired before firing was 
s~pped. The Mahomedans did not diSperse when fire was D.rst opened and the 
finng was stopped as soon as it was found to be effective. 14 Mahomedans were 
killed and 7 wounded. Necessary arrangements were made to attend the 
wouuded al!d to send them to Jlialakati for medical treatmeut, the dead being 
sent to Bartsal for- post mortem examination". 

Interpellat-ion io Parliament. 
On the 24th March in the House of Commons Mr. LANSBURY asked the 

Under- Secretary of State for India whether he is aware that on the occasion of the 
disturbances which took place at Kulakati on 2nd March the Magistrate ordered 
firing to take place at si~feet range on an unarmed crowd, csusing 19 deaths 
~nd Sf:riously injurnig many others, of whom IZ are not elCpected to recover; 
ts he aware that no injury was inflicted by firearms on either Magistrate or police; 
when he will be- in a position to put before the House the official report on 
these events; and is it proposed to hold a special inquiry into the matter? 

Earl WINTERTON : I circulate the three telegrams received from the 
Government of India, which constitute all the information I have at present on 
this lamentable occurrence. I~ will be clear from the terms of these reports 
that I cannot accept as entuely accurate aU the implications in the bon. 
Member's question. As the reports show, a special inqmry is being, or has been, 
conducted by the Commissioner of the Division, and I am taking steps to obtain 
the substance of his findings without delay. 



THE PONABALIA RIOT ., 
Tsl£gramjram the GevJrnment o/Jndut dated 3Yd Mar'h) 1927. 

FoUowing fwm Oovt'nunrnt or Bl"nJ!al, 2nd March, i& I\'p'!tlta:1 tor your information. 
l!egi'ns~ Di~trict Mngistmk, Balmrga.ni, wires that he was forced to order )1,ront.ier Rit1o.:t 
1Hc on hl.ri;!C Mohnmrm·dan mnb who violenlly op{l:uscrl Hio•ln music by mosque at 
l{uJkatbi, Casual liN> number 12 killed and wounded 7

5 
Fu.rlher deuuls will be tet~.o-. 

graphed when received. 

T1legrom from Jh«"'Gowmment o/lndia dated 5th Marclt., 1921. 
,ln continuation of our tel• grn.m rlatrd M~~.rch 3rd, 239, Fo11Gwing tclegnun bas ~en 

rrcet,-rd rrom the Government of H('ngal anti i':! rf'peat'l'\l for your information. 81gms. 
b~oUowing m;·ss;;~e was rl'ceivl!d yesterdny frorn the District Magistnt.lt", Barisal. B•glns* 
On arrivtll nt Mo!lqne we foun·i strong nrn•.e.l Mohamm~dan mob occnpyin-g the mosque 
1)n:cineta, nnd rdn~ug to al!ow Jl:tk's:;g~ to emnll Hindu procession with music on Diatdet 
Hoard road adjoining the mnl'quc~ Nn reason why this procrsslon ahouhl not tm~ 
particnlnrly ns time: not prayt>r hnar. Mohammedans informed aceortlinglyt but fCP"I\t.cd 
l:ter&nasion proveJ n~lell's 1 o~ying to incitt>mcnt by Mt\ulvi Sbadaduddio. Mob proclaimed 
un!Bwful assembly nnd or{.h-rrtl to die}Y-:'rse~ but vebt-mentfy refu&Xt. erying would kiH 
n!!d be killed. Attitude very thrt":\lming, Lotlg spears brandishetl at us. Warning 
repPatedly woultl h(> fire..t on U did not dispP.rs~. Military Police brouj!ht np aml 1llanht 
anestcd, whilst furt.lt<!r uselr!ls p..rsu'lsion and ~von prnyl!r& by officers and two local 
&lohammrdans {1 wen·) br-ing (1 aftt>mplcdl, arm~l crouvs bf'gan gat.ltf'rln-g at opposite 
sltks of the rontl enclosing lhc force. S~dng further pntlcying uselrBi and situation 
growivg momt·ntarily more dangcruu:11, l ordei-Nt the Sopt!rintendcnt of Police firo. Bonn.ta 
lire<l 33; H kilh·d, 8 woon,k•d, all Mohnmm<>dn.ns. Enat. l<'ull u:port exprcW to-day, 
on rccdpt of which it will be telegraphed, Commissioner of Dacea Division has pro
ceeded to U3.tifal for inquiry. 

T•legYQm from the Gwmrmt111 of lmli<l dattd 6th Mardi, 1927. 
In coni inuati•m of our tclt'grnm dnted 6th March, 850. Following teif'gram l1ae been 

r{'et:-ived from the Oovcrnrof!nt of Ben~nl, and is rt-p:-akd for your information. B~gins, 
Fuels l't'gn.nhug the firing nt Kulka! hi, so far·as at pre~ut nseert3ined1 Rre as !ollvw•: 
A meta is hdd evr:.ry ye-ar Ponabalia 1 Polhn Station Jbalakati, on tho occasion of tim 
Sbrvamtri (t•tMt"al whie.h nttrncts coosidera.ble numbcut of Hindu pilgrims, lu:rsoly women, 
from all over the C'~nntry. Abont a mile from the me.la ground at Jngan-atbpu.r (Kulko.thi}, 
on tbe Side of tho road from Jbaln.knti to Nalchiti by which the pilgrims paBS to the m#111 
gJound, there is a small mol'qu~ wh1ob is: said to have bten erected not more than 7 yean 
agd. Pccvionsly there was mosqno -on the oth.er side of tbe road, but at aome diBt.ance 
from it. A11: Hindus were apprehen11ing dislurl'.a.DCA'& on the occasion of this ftatlvat. 
Mal!ist-rate of the District inspcc~.t mela gronn1l on 1 7t.h February to ascertain what 
nrraugemcnls were r-eql1iretl, As far as bu wns able to a~>Curtaio 1 thcra had 01~'1er been 
any opposition to the procession with mu:;ie or to Uludhant or sach rdigious esclamntiona 
whicb pHgrime arc accustomed to mnk~ on similar occa-.ions 1 bot. as precaution agalnat 
pmu>ibl•t trouble this year, be arr:mged witb tho Supcrintend--nt of Police to have pickets 
of one Jcnta1lnr nnd ten a.rm.•d po!ic;! at this place during t.lu! mela. Party of one J.:::madar 
an,l 30 rttlM~ of Eastern Frontier Riilo::s was also sent to l'onabslia for emergency on 1st 
March. Su~divi~:~ional Officer was !Hmt to be pt(:&~nt at the mela, nn4 was warned tbat 
mmquc might be rlnnger spat. He wns iustrueteot to make further inquirit'S as to h•cal 
custom, and to nil ow patties to pa:-s:s with music unless he was sn.lisfied that there was 
any practiiH to t.he cont.rn.ry. In the early morning on 2nd March a Hindu SMk~on 
pweesf.ion fornu-tl up and s!arted for tbe mela ground pla.yiup; mnsic along t.bc rood wbt~b 
pas.~·a the mosque. Crowds of armed btohawmro:ms bc.~an to collect. at tbc mosque m 
J!tt\p3mtion to oppose the proe<·ssion. Seeing tllh.t Sub-divisional Officer, ':'fbO is au 
lndiau Christian, stopp('1! the prOCf'ssion at. somo tHatancc from tho m'*qll('. and en· 
tleavoured to persuade the Moluunm~lnns to allow tbe i•roceseion t.o pasa pcac.:fully~ They 
rCJo;olutely refused to do tbli11 and the ero\vd ~gan lo ewell and to arlopt threat-ening 
attitutle. 8i,.teeu rHlea of the Easl ern ll~rontier ltlfiee and a few civil poHCIIi wero 
stn!iuncd ncnr Kulk~thi mosqnt>_, but sN'ing the ~ituation becoming more eeriOUt\. Sub· 
diviHional Officer sent for 4- more rifirmcn. Thit n-arcuard arrived simultaneoualy with 
Ditilrict Magistrate nud SupNiotendt'Dt of PoHet>, who bad coooo to &D.pt!tviliO arraDge• 
mente. TUie was at about 9 a.m. Mt'amvhilt>, Bltltttdc of Mobammedsne bad become 
mote threatening under iucilement Qt ono Aluba.mmad Sbadaduddin, &D!l they wero pre· 
pared violrniJy to resist any atkmpts on the part of Hintlue to pau mosque wftb mthoio. 
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Rub-divisional Officer bad P&tisfird himself nfter inquirira that Hindu proeusiona had 
previously pn•d by mosque wU.hont an~ protest& from Mohammedans. to tbete oircu?»· 
stances, Dlslrfct Vagitttrate decidt'd that exteUng custom sbonJd be maintained, and, w1tb 
aeaistanee of Superiu~ndent of Police and Sub&(\ivlsiona.l Offi~r, repeatedly rtqnMttM 
Mobammtdan& to dfeperSP, but they" continnt'd in thrir trtlculent attitodA and brandiebt'd 
their wrapons dtfiantJy to tmpbasise their r('solve to nsil't procc66lon. DJstriet Magistrate 
then declared them to be an anJawful aucmbly, and warned them that they 9hould be 
dfspE'rscd by rlfta fire unless they went awny praeefully; bot- drepite these warnings, 
Mnhammnd ShndadnddiD continued to incite the c:rowd r&yin~ that they Vl.'ottld enbmit 
to bring killed rather than give ln. There wore then about POO armed M:obammcdans fn 
the open trace round moEq_u.-, and they wne only SC>parah·d rrom the road by a ditch 
about 2 ynrda in width •. Others tsUmatM at anotbl!r 600. were asef'mhlrd tn the jungle 
behind. As the erO'\\*d rerusrd t.o. dif:pen~, t.be Di•trfet Magistrate ordacd the Superin
tendent of PoHee march up contin~~:ent Easte'rn Frontf1·J' BiOes. Tbia wns clPnr, and 
the Magistrate agnfn ordered the crowd dlFp~rEt>, but WtUJ a~ain dlttcbeyPd, Mohammedans 
waving their apr art and throaticg thrm In the din;etlon of the offietrs and repoyp. 
District Magistrate· then ordtred the arust of Mohommnd Sbedlldudrlin who wall taken 
away in enstody. Thenafter further altf'mpta w~re made by all the ameers ptt>Eent and 
2 luding :MC~bamtt.erlans to induce the crowd to disp('rte, but wit boat avail. On tbe 
contrary, anme of the erowd began to cross t.be rrad at litt:Jo distance and coUcctcd in 
groups with &pt"Bll on the other &ide of the road, tbuslinrroonding poliee party~ As the 
crowd brcame sUI more thteat£ni;~g and wna tben witbio S yards of the poiice, and 
wa11o atm£d with drailly wea.pon.P, District Magistrato tbtn gave crdPr& to fino, and with 
his approval Saprrintf'ndent of Police ordt'red one round to bo firci bJ ~ach man. 
This order was commonicattd by the Havildat' to his men and fin opened by H men. 
It srtmP, however in the tremeJJdoua din which the Mobammrdana wera mskillg. tba 
mder W38 not properly l1r-&rd, and that actua11y 87 1oands fired before I he firing was 
stopped. Mobammtdang did not diept"rse when fire fin:t ope11ed, and fiting stopped ae 
aooo 118 it was found to he efi'fCtil'~ Fourteen 'Mobsmmcdans kilJed 111'1 'I woondetL 
Necct=rary arrangements were made to attend the wounded, and to aond them to Jbalaknti 
for medical trt>atment, dt'ad being stnt to Barisal pO$t mortmt tnmination. Full inquiry 
into I he matttr js now being made by the Ctlmmissicnrr, and in view vf lhie blquiry tho 
Governmtut do not propose to make any comments at tbta atage-Ends. 

The La%kana Riot. 
A Hindu-Muslim fracas cccurred at Larkana (Upper Sind) on the 291h 

March 1927 as the result of a dispute bet\\•een Hindus and Mahomedans over_ 
the possession of a woman and three chi!dren~ 1'he District Magistrate visited 
tlte !cene of disturbance at noon and by 2 otclock the riot was suptessed. 

"l'he following ;s 1he suiDmary cf a joint statem£nt reviewing at length the 
cause of the disturbance and the facts re1ating thereto issued under the signa
tUTes of Khan Eahadur Bbauto Noor Mahomed. Pleader, and Gu1amMahcmed 
Jsran, members of the Bcmbay Council, and Sirdar Wahid Bux and Seth Haji 
Abdullah Har~cn, members of the Assembly:-

The Moslem Version • 

• The signatories state that about twenty years ago a Hindu woman with three 
chtldren, two sons and a dauf;:hter, embraced Islam. The woman manied a. 
Mus~1rnan _in 1~e vi:Uage of Garrelo in Larkana District. She got her son 
marned to lhe ntece of her Muss.aiman husband and also married her daughter in 
a MussaJman family. The woman lived a happy life with her Mussalman husband 
to whom sbe bore three more sons, at present aged 14 u and 9 year respec. 
th:ely: After: a lapse of all 1his time, of a sudden an app1ica'tion was made to the 
D1stnct MagJstrate, Larkanat for the release of the former daughter of 1his woman 
on the ground that sbe was wrongfu1Jy ccnfined. Curiously enough all the 
membeTs of the a~.ove family were ]nought to Larkana by Hindu Sabhawalas 
and. Arya ~amaJ!S1S and Jcdged m a house, whe-nce the chief member of the 
famJ!Y was Jmmedlate)y dTiv~n a~ay .. _This man appJ!ed to the Sub·divisional 
~ag1strate fer returnmg to hrm. bts three Mussalman chddren and his Mussalman 
n1ece wron~.fully confined by Hmdus~ They were produced before the Magistrate 
en the even1ng of the 28th March. 'Ihe children. made pitious appeals to the 
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~agistrite to be handed over to their father, wept bitterly in the open Court 
m the -presence of all assembled and recited verses from the Koran to convince 
the. Magist!ate of their being Mussalmans but the Magistrate ordered the 
pohce to gtve ,them back to the Hindus. Hearing this order the children, three 
sons and the g1rl, clinged round the neck of their father and when forcibly 
separ.ated caug~1t hold. '?f chairs and tables and ke'lt on crying a.nd weeping aU 
the time. In 1h1s condthon they were handed over to the Hindus as ordered by 
th7 ~rt. T.his scene created a sensation throughout the town. To move the 
D1stnct MagiStrate about I,ooo Mussalmans including several hundred bo15t 
assembled on the following morning in hi; bun~atow and appealed for his 
intervention. The District Magistrate promised legal help and asked the crowd 
to repair to Khan Bah.'ldur Amir Ali's garden where negotiations were in pro. 
gress between the Hindu and Muslim leaders for the nstoration of children to 
their father. Half of the gathering went away to their homes and the rest went 
to the garden where the District Magistrate also soon arrived. These negotia.. 
tions were going on for the previous three or four days and the restoration of 
the children was being put off by the Hindus from morning to evening and 
evening to morning in order to gain time to win over the children 10 make a 
statement about their future custody in their favour. The leading Mussalmans 
then present and the District Magistrate persuaded the men to remain calm 
and await the restoration of the children. Meanwhile, in another part of the 
town, a Hindu started teasing and assaulting Mussalman passersby in the bazaar 
and severely injured one Mussa1man whose injuries bled. This news reached the 
crowd at the garden with the exa~geration that the injured person was a Syed 
and was killed. Upon this the gathermg got instantaneously out of control and 
though every effort was made to pacify them they rushed through the main 
bazaar hitting more Hindus who came across their path and damaged anything 
that caught their eye. The District Magistrate closely followed the crowd and 
the wave of disturbance subsided in about twenty minutes. The disturbance 
over, the crop of arrests began to be gathered. Mr. Ramuath. Sub·lnspectorJ 
accompanied by Hindu Sangathanists, went about the town arresting any 
MussaJman they met till late in the.evening and though it was understood that the 
Resident Magistrate would go to the police station and release those innocently 
arrested everyone was put in the 1ock~up. . -

News propagated that there was panic among Larkana Hindus is baseless. 
Even on the JISt March, the day on which a telegram was sent to the Com
missioner and the Government about the prevalence of uneasiness among the 
Hindus, there was not the slightest panic or any kind of alarm among them and 
this has been admitted by several very responsible Hindu gentlemen. In fact there 
was no cause of alarm even immediately after the brief wave of disturbance had 
passed over the town. The continuation of hartal in a modified form, as it 
prevails now, is not now b.."'\Sed any longer on any apprehension or fea.r of Mussat.. 
man aggression. -It is rather said to be due: to preachings of some men .who 
make Hindus feel that the fullest pound of Mushm flesh would not be obtained 
without the use of hartal. If these persistent reports be true and if the shops 
that opened have been closed again owing to such instructions, we can only 
pity the province where the feelings of people can be worked up in this manner. 
We cannot close this without condemning unreservedly the spirit of lawlessness 
sllown bY. our co-religionists at Larka~a, after they. got .out ofcontr<;1. They 
have spotled the fair name of our commum~ and by tbetr m1serabJe actton have 
brought discredit on it. They must reabse once for all that it never pays to 
create any disturbance, whatever the nature or extent of provocation offered.. 
We beg to extend our fuUest sympathy to the injured persons and to the rela
tions of the diseased Hindu who was a resident of quite a different taluk. 
We are glad that Mussalmans in rhe villages and other towns keJ;lt their heads 
cool and continued to show brotherly feelings to ~ Hindus !n spite of the 
wildest rumours to the contrary. We may be excused 1£ we appea1 m the end to 
the patriotic and bro::--d~minded Jeading men a.J!long the Hi~dus ~o take a note ?f 
the doings and preachmgs of the Arya SamaJIStS and thetr Hmdu helpers 10 
Sind. Connivance at their actions as is unfortunately happening is not a happy 



86 THE HINDU-MOSLEM RIOTS 
sign of the times and cannot absolve the leading Hindus still from ~ommunal 
bias and from the duty they owe tO the p!Ovince as a whole. We .are compelled 
to say that there bas been too much connivance at, and ~~s~ belp g1v~n. _by s·)me 
of the Hindu leading men to, som~ of the ~t obJ~CttonaUic acti\"JtlcS of the 
Arya Samajisls in the to~"DS and the vallages of Smd wh1ch need to be checked. 
We l1ope our appeal will not go in vain..n 

The HindU; Veraion .. 
The Hindu version of che circumstances that led to the rio~s is given 

in a lengthy statement made by MessrS.. Bhojsingh Paga1anaji, Jairamd.as Do~lat
ramt and Rijhumal K. Lahiri as a reply to the above statement. The Hmdu 
vers10n alleges !hat tbe rio~s were the result of premeditation on the ~art of 
the .Muslims who,. while negotiations were in progress over the questton of 
the custody of three minor children of Lakbmibai, a Hindu woman, who had 
been living with a Muslim} held a mass meeting without lights and without 
admitting even c I D reporterS at whkh highly exciting speeches were made. 
Subsequent closing of Muslim shops is a1so said to have been determined upon 
at I bat meeting. On the morning of the 29th March Muslims gathered in l~rge 
numbers in different parts of the town. The District Magistrate, it is stated, 
in the courSe of his morning walk met one parly of about three or four hundred 
e."\:cited Muslims and reprimanded them. Muslims from the outlying parts began 
to swell the crowd of wltom about 2,000, armed with latbis, marched to the District 
Magistrate's bunralow and demanded the return of the three children who, 
by order of the Su~Divisional Magistrate, had been banded over to their mother 
whose shuddhi ceremony had been performed three days previously. The District 
Magistrate directed the mob to a place where conversations jn the same connec
tion -were going on between Hindu and Muslim leaders. On the way and 
elsewhere the Muslim crowds began to raid Hindu shops. It was then about 
II-JO. Rioting continued till about 3 in the evening. The statement finally 
protests against attempts made by signatories to the Muslim statement to mini
mise the seriousness of the situation and denies that the riot was provoked by 
Hindus. 

The Lahore Riot. 
A Sikh-Muslim riot took place in Kablimulls Haveli in Dabbi Bazar, Lahore 

on the 3rd May 1927 in the night as a result of which two l',fabomedans were 
killed and four Mahomedans were injured, of whom two received serious 
injuries. The riot originated in some muslims irritating and insulting a Sikh 
woman wereupon a number of Sikhs of the neighbourhood belaboured some 
Muslims. This eventually developed into a riot with the result above statet:t 
As soon as the Police received the news of the riot, the Superintendent and 
Depucy Superintendent with a strong police force hastened to the spot and 
restored order and removed the dead and the wounded to the hospital. 

Enquiries made on the 4th May showed that some days ago a Maho
medan bad insulted a Sikh girl inside the city bazaar whereupon a case 
was filed against him by the Sikhs and he was challaned yesterday. The 
case came up before the ~urt of the City~ Magistrate where a compromise 
wa~ effected and th~ parties agreed to w1thdraw the case but the pruse
cuttng Inspector dechned. The case was then proceeded with. A large 
number of Hindus, Sikhs and Mussalmans crowded the court to watch the case. 
Towards the evening there was considerable excitement amongst the Sikhs 
who decid~d to hold ~ Dewan ~Confer~ce) at n!ght to discuss the question 
of cases of Insults to Hmdu and S1kh ladies by c.ertam Mahomed.nnst and a Sikh 
drum.beater went in different Mohalla announcing the Dewan. When the Dewan 
was in progress at about 9 p. m., a quarrel arose near KablimuUs Haveli in 
Dabbibazaar between a Sikh and a Muslim. News of this quarrel was: at once 
b~ught to the notice of the Dewan from where it was aUeged about 20 Sikhs with 
kirpans came to the scene of quarrel and a free fight ensued between the Sikhs 
andMuslims with the result above stated. 
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More Rioting. 
. On this day (4th March) another fracas took place in Anarkali bazaar where 
Jt w~ stated, a crowd of Mussalmans, while they were passing through the balaa: 
shoutmg "Alla-a-Akbar" and asking Mahnmedans to close their shl.)ps. attacketl 
several ~assers-by incluJing one Sikh1 causing injuries to a num!>er of pers:>ns. 
The poltce at once rushe~ ~o the scene from the Anark?-li Thana and dispc.rset.l 
the crowd. There wa~ pamc m the bazaars and all shops m the Anarkali Street 
were closed and police pickets were posted in different quarters. 

After the iult of a few hours serious riots broke out again in the evening an.t 
rioting c.-;ntinued in several parts of the city_ A strong contin~ent of British. 
and Indian troops had been requisitioned and they were guarding the dan .. er 
spots. Several armoured cars with machine guns were patrolling the city. 
Detachments ~f. Hodson1s ~orse were posted outsi~c the _city !;ates. A tar~e 
number of Bnt1sh and Indtan troops were kept m readmess m the city m 
Kotwali to meet emergencies. The evening's severe rioting stancd on th~ 
return of thousands of Musalmans who accompanied the funeral procession of 
three Mahomedans who were kined in the last night's fracas . 

. The ev:_ening riot continued till midnight in di~ere~t paris of the city after 
whtch hour Jt began to abate and by I p. rn. the Situatton was comparati\'el)r 
quieter although stray cases of assaults were continuing in the alleys anJ. by
lanes of the city~ Mr. Ogilvie, District Magistratet who was on leave, was 
recalled Ly urgent wire and he arrived at about midnight and immediately 
proceeded to the various scenes of disturbances to cvntrol the situation. 
From the various reporls it was gathered d1at about ro died and .more than 
50 were more or less seriousJy injured. Brickbats and lathics were freely 
used during the riots in the evening by the rioters of aJl the three Cam. 
munities; but most of the deaths were caused by lathi blows and oth.er weapons. 
Reports of some cases of arson were received in the Kotwa1i but prompt measures 
were taken by the authorities and not many houses were burnt except one inside 
Moshi Gate. Mahomedans mercilessly assaulted thl! Hindus and the Sikhs 
severely dealt with the Mahomedans wherever they could get hold of them. The 
evening's riots produced terror in the minds of law-abiding and peaceful citizens. 

Magisterial Orders. 

On the 5th March two orders were promnlgated by h~r •. Em~rson, Additional 
District Ma,.istrate. The first order lays down that the VJCtlmS killed dur!DO the 
rioting shaif not be taken out. in precession unless_ two hours' pr~vious n'~cice 
has been given to the officer m charge of K~twah, Lah·ne. Th1s order ts to 
remain in force unless previously cancelled untll the 2oth May. The second 
orUer says: \Vhcreas ri<?ts having occurred in La~'Jre city and damage t_o life and 
property has been occastoned and whereas there tS ~ ... ·cry reason to ~clteve that, 
if the public are allowed to frequent the streets ttll8 p.m. there will~ ~urther 
damage to life and property, it is directed that every good person wtthm the 
walls of the city of Lahore at 3 p.m •. on the 5 May and on every subsequent 
date until further orders shall not leave h1s house between the hours of 8 p. m.. 
and Sa~ m~ 

Effect of the Curfew Ordera 
The above curfew order bad a most desirable effect. Everything was quiet the 

whole night and not a soul stirred out of the houses after 8 p.m. except officers 
on duty and those who had permits. _Patro~ parties c~ntinued to move abr:ut 
in different streets and lanes of the cuy whtle armed p1ckets guarded the cny 
gates On the 6th the situation continued to be quiet and no cases of assault 
were· reoorteda The city and the principal thoroughfares wen: more or l~ss 
deserted~ and the majority of shops were closed. Pers~ns w~lktng o: passm~ 
with lathis were challenged by pickets on duty .and thea·Iath1s a.nJ. St1cks wcr.; 
deposited in Kotwali. 

Official Vereion of the Riot. 
The foltowing official communique was issued by the Punjab Government 

regarding the riots on the sth May:-
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n As ~aggerated and mialeading accounts have been published of the 

recent rioting in Lahore, it is desirable to make known the actual facts so 
far as these have been ascertained by the Government. The first disorder 
occurred at about 9 p. m., on ·the evening of the 3rd May when some Sikhs 
are alleged to have attacked Mahomedans in the nefghbourhood of Haveli 
Kabli Mal. The police were quickly on the spot in considerable streqgth and 
restored order. They found that eight persons had been injured, all of whom, 
with the exception of a Hindu boy, were Mahomedans. Of these three were 
dead and five, of whom one subsequently died, were wounded. Four Sikhs 
were arrested on the spot by the police. Investigation into this affray is being 
personally conducted by a European Superintendent of Police specially detailed 
for duty~ On the forenoon of the 4th May, although great excitement prevailed 
in the ctty and a large number of shops were closed, only one instance of actual 
disorder took place. This occurred in Anarkali when a party of Muslims were 
endeavouring to persuade the shop-keepers to close their sh:tps and a man, 
who is alleged to have had the appearance of a Muslim, suddenly attacked and 
stabbed five or six shop-keepers with a knife. This individual managed to 
evade arrest. In view of the grave state of tension in the city and possibility of 
the disorder occurring during or after funeral of victims, it was decided to 
take special precautions including sending of troops and armoured cars. The 
first detachment of troops reached the city SO':ln aftet midday. On the afternoon 
of the 4th May a very large procession fol1owed the funerals of the victims of 
rioting of the previous mgbt. As the tail of the processions which was accom
panied by the Magistrates and the Police passed a Hindu temple some stones 
were thrown at it hut no serious fracas occurred and no one appears to have 
been seriously injured. Some arrests of persons alleged to have thrown stones 
were made.. On conclusion of the fureral ceremonies which were very largely 
attended, at about 6 p.m. adequate arrangements were made by the troops and 
the Police to ensure that no disorder accompanied the return of the large crowds 
from the burial ground to the city. Special precautions taken with this object 
worked effectively and this stage regarding whtch some anxiety had been felt 
was not marked by any serious disorder. Crowds passed through the long 
linarkali Ba~:aar without excitement or disturbance but after they had reached 
the city and dispersed to their MohaUa isolated cases of assaults on indivi. 
duals were reported to the Police from different. quarters of the city. Later in 
the evening two cases occurred on the crowds assembling. One of these was at 
Lobari Gate and one at the Mochi Gate. At both places Magistrates were 
present. A threatening crowd of the Lohari Gate was dispersed by a detach. 
ment of Hodson's Horse under the Magistrate's order. Tite other crowd was 
similarly dispersed on the arrival of a detachment of cavalry on the spot; but a 
few casualties had occurred before the cavalry arrived. . 

Police and MiHtary Arrangements. 
"Isolated attacks on individuals continued to be reported to the police from 

various parts of the city until about 1 I p. m. on the 4th. Meanwhile a careful 
system of patrols had been organised in aU the st~ts insicte the walled city 
radiating from a common centre. This proved very effective and continued in 
operation throughout the night. The Colonel Commandant of the Lahore Brigade 
area pers~naHy supervised the disposition of the troops in consultation with the 
civil authorities. Orders were.issued by the Additional Magistrate under Sec. 
tion 144ofthe Code of Criminal Procedure prohibiting a Muslim meeting which 
was announced to be held on the return of the funeral party from the burial 
ground. No meeting actually took place. Orders were subsequently issued 
prohibiting the carrying of lathis or the assembling of persons in bodies of more 
tban four. Owing to rumours that at son on a large scale was contemplated 
during the night,. the Municipal and the railway fire brigades were mobilised and 
special orders were issued to the Magistrates, troops and the police makin~ it 
clear that they were to open fire on any one attempting incendiansm or indulgmg 
in rioting, such firing being, of course kept within the limits necessary to ensure 
control of the immediate situation. Seven incendiary fires actually occurred 
during the fight but all were extinguished by the fire brigade within a few 
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' ~runu.tes except one in which a Hindu temple outside the Bhati Gate was gutted 

Jn sp1te of the strenuous work by the fire brigade.. The troops who had a hard 
day on the 4th May were reinforced by fresh troops early on the mornin~t of the 
~th May and an adequate force of cavalry, infantry, and armoured' cars IS now 
tn the city capable o£ dealing with any contingencies. In addition to the regular 
~taff o£ Magistrates four special European Magistr-ates have been placed on duty 
m the city. Police reserves are being called in from other centres. 

Assaults on Individuals. 
" On the morning of the 5th May one case of assault on individuals was re ... 

ported from the neighbourhood of Tavali Gate. A marked feature of the dis· 
turbance up to the present moment (mid-day of the 5th May) has been that there 
have been no clashes of large bodies of men but numerous assaults on indivi
duals by single persons or small bodies. Such assaults have been scattered 
over a very wide area. They constitute a form of lawlessness, the most difficult 
to deal with, and may necessitate the continuance for some days to come of a 
system of intensive patrols over the net work of streets inside the city walls. 
A curfew order is to be promulgated to-day directing all persons residing within 
the city to be indooJS by I p. m. The number according to the hospitals' 
returns hitherto ascertained is 14 killed and 103 wounded. The number is fairly 
equally distributed among Mabomedans, Hindus and Sikhs. 

" The funerals of victims took place during the afternoon of the day~ Proceg.. 
sions to the burial ground were limited in numbers and were accompanied by 
strong escorts of police and troops which prevented any disorder. A few iso
lated attacks on individuals were reported during the early part of the afternoonf 
but none after 3 p.m. In these attacks two men were killed and twenty woun
ded. Both men killed were Hindus.. A fracas on a slightly larger scale in 
range was quickly suppressed by troops without firing or casulties~ The night 
was absolutely quiet owmg to the effective enforcement of the Curfew Order at 
8 p. m#, the streets being wholly deserted except for patrols of troops and police. 
Up till 3 p. m. on the 6th only two isolated assaults on individuals have been 
reported. A ·Sikh was stabbed near Sberanwala gate at about 1 t·JO <h m and 
a Hindu was very severely wounded in Changar Moballa about 1~25. The con
gregations that assembled in the various mosques for Jumma prayers about the 
mid-day dispersed quietly1 the authorities having taken full precautions to pre
vent disorder. The casualties roll has now been carefuHy verified. The total 
number of deaths is xS, ol whom 8 are Hindus 6 Muslims, 4 Sikhsr wouaded 178 
of whom 95 are Hindas1 41 Muslims, 41 Sikhs and I Christian. 

Canards. 
"A rumour to which currency has been given in certain newspapers that 

the Sikhs are pouring into the city in large numbers from the surrounding area 
is false. One small band of seventeen Sikhs was stopped by the Magistrate on 
the 6th of May inside the Bhati gate. Eleven of the seventeen were arrested 
and the other six ran away. This is the only incident of the kind that has 
occurred.. Another wholly false rumour is to the effect that women have been 
insulted and injured by badmashes of both communities. This is untrue. No 
women are among those killed or wounded.. No disturbance or disorder has been 
reported form any neighbouring district.11 



The Rangila Rasul Case. 
On the 4th May 1927 at the Lnhol'& High Court Mr. Justice Knnwar 

Dalip Singh pronounced judgment in the ' Rangila R.~sul ' case accepting the 
revision and acquitting the accused Raj pal, the publisher of the pamphlet 
of that name. The accused-petitioner had been convicted by Mr. Phailbus. 
magistrate, under section 1113-A, I. P, 0., and sentenced to 10 montha' rigorous 
imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 1,000. The conviction waa maintained by . 
CoL Nicolae, sessions judge, on appeal but the sentenoo waa reduced to 
six montl!e' rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 1,000. 

Mr. Justice Dalip Singh held that the intention to create ill-feeling 
between classes could not be necesanrily inferred though snch a feeling might 
be the result of such a publication. The learned judge found section 163-A 
not applicable to the case and added that the Govemment Ad vocate could 
not suggest any other section that could apply. His lordship, therefore, 
acqnittad tbe accused. Tbe following is " short history ol the case 1111 con
tributed by Pundit A. S. Sharma in the " Amrita Bazar Patrika'' :-

HiatorJ of the Caae .. 
'' Bangtla Rasui cue whtch baa apparently reached ita final stage io the Punjab 

Blah Court doenes more than a paning notice. The ease was tuatitutM by tho oo .. ern-. 
ment under Section l&S·A I.P .o. some three yran ago and the accused Aiabashe Bajpal, 
who fa a weU.klJown f'abltaher of Teltgioue books, was hauled up for exciting hatred 
between the Hlntlos and the Mahom~dans. The book "Rangila Ra.sal" wbteh is tho 
anbjeet of the caae is a emaU bJOChure written by some anonymous but well-informed: 
author, who has tried to draw instanCHI from the Ufe of the Prophet. against the evils of 
of polygamy ete. Those who ha.e read the book know that there is no attempt at ridicu
ling and t.he facta put forth in vimple and innocent language are entirely basec:l on the 
writings of standard autbon on Islam, both European and Mohammadan, There fa 
nothing in the book which baa not some authority behind it. Bocb was tbc simple and 
logical baaia of the book ; ba.t the Go'm'nment saw great excitement to batr~d among the 
&wo communities and drew up proceedings. It is interesting to poiut out that the aetion 
against the publisher wu tnkeo. long after the actual pub1ieatJon of the book and the 
Govemment did not think it necessary to do anything in the ml:ltta ontll a clue was got 
from a eectton of the Mobammatlana who held a meetfng of protest anti a note was 
published by Mahatma G!'ndbi in" You.ng India u cond!'mning tbe literature of this natot'e. 

'' The boo-k :In question was written at a time when literature of this type waa being 
pablished ~m both the sides and the Muhammadans bad made a beginning b1 publishing 
a "fery Ob)'!ctionable book entitled u UD.eeBveeu Sat.!i ka Maharishi» (Maharishi of the 
nineteenth century) againBt the venerable f9onder of the Arya. Samaj. Mabat.ma Gandhi 
had penned dowo. a nnte against the tone and nature of thia book aJ&O ; but look to the 
discretion of the Punjab Government that it dtoided to prosecute the publisher o( 
Ra»gila Baal alone aDd not the publisher of the latter publication. 

" Tbe Ponjah Goftro.ment made a terioUB mistake in I&Dttionfng tho prosecntfon In 
u: BangUa Baaul n cue and a still greater mistake in continuing the case ev-eo. when the 
accused had upnBSed regret and bad of hia own accord offered net to sell and publish 
the book any more. The delays of law are well known and In this part1calar instance tho 
case was dragged through three weary years. tn any other province such 11 minor case 
would have eDded In a couple or montbe, but tbe Punjab Government went on with It for 
not one or two but three years. During this Ume oo.e or two Magistrates changed bands 
And on points of Jaw the caae was referred to the High Ooart not less than three times.. 
The Maciatrate 1D. the lower court who convicted tbc accused. nised an interesting 
point that the witnesses Clltllcd by the accused in his defence ahould be only thoae pel'80ns 
who ba.ve a peraonal knowledgd about the lite of Mohammad. This point of exceptional 
SeJllDB had not oecarrcd to biB pred~r and the reaQ.lt was that the ace~ waa not 



THE A. B. PATRIKA'S COMMENIS 91 
a~lc to produea defen.oo in his favour. Tho aco[lS(>d was not •• Omnt-DoLent" to infuse 
hfe into the deatl bodtes of Mohamro:vl's tim-e and to call them from their gravES aa hl:a 
witneB!es and the court would not nllow snob persons to appenr ~foro It who bad au 
indirect kuawlcrlgo of thn times 1 

"Notwit.hstnnd!ng the ho!lo..v nature of the case and Inability of tho aeeuaetl to 
produce:. defenoe w1tn~scoa on account. of the curious: plea of tho eourt, U is etrange that 
th.e puntshm•.mt ghcm 10 tbia c."\se wa'! very sevC'te i.e., 18 months' rigorous impriaonment 
Wtth a fine of rupees on"" thousand. The muimum imprisonment allow&bte ond~r t,he 
s,.ctlon is two yconrs and the Magistrato was kind enough to a1lot three-fourth of the 
ma..,;:imom to Mf\basbe Rajpal. As regards fine "fnU mensnre" waa used and no eoJlli. 
deration wM shown for tbe ract that the accu&l!d had not eamed even one·tenth ot the 
amount of fine imposed from. hia unlucky book and then be hnd to spend a good rleal ill 
course of tbe6o three years on h111 al\Se. Such a harsh punishment under Section 163-A ia 
abioloteJy unknown in nny other province except the a.nfortuna.te province of tho Panjl\b 
wbiab is a ne.'t door neighbour to N. W. F. fa mona fo-r har6b scutelle"..a. If [ remember 
arigb~ in Beng!ll &oeh a halSb sentence wae n~ver pronounced under Section lOB-A in 
these years, attbough Cnlcnttn. passed through terrible commanat dots. It waa pleuing 
however to find tbat the Sessions Judge o.f Labore on appeal has reduced the aeutence ot 
imprisonment to six: months although he did not eeo hill way to make any reduction in the 
huge amount of fine, 

''On a further appeal in tho Punjab High Court. the strcetuto of the whole ease 
cnme to tho ground with a cmlJh and Justice Kanwar Dalip Singh who is by tbo WllJ' •n 
Indian ChriGtian, aeqnitted Mahnahe Rajpal and held that Sf1ltion 15S..A. is not applicable 
in the case and remark<!d that tbc Governmen~ Advocato could not &oggcst any ot.ber 
sootion that could bo applied. A casa which went through threo long ycara and involYed 
a gr~at expense on both sides has at last ended In such a dramatic way that ona can 
easily understand how recklessly the provincial Governments oft:.en inatituto ca&e~ onder 
Section liS· A-a secliou the uso of which hat bccomo so very common iD all province&. u 

The A. B. Patrika'• Commenta. 
"The reply of His Exeellcncy GQveruor of tho Pnnjab to a deputation or leading 

Mnhammattnns which \\-aited on him at Labore to present tbeit views on tho judgment 
of tho above easo ie likely torn~ mi$givings in the minds of all who have the canso of
freedom in literary nnd journalistic criticism at heart. But what, is likely to cause the 
grentee:t surprise in tbe minds of the public is the way in which His Excellen<:J dealt 
with the judgment of the High Court in the "Rangib. lt'\snt11 case. We quite agree with 
Hie Excellency that " it i& always neeteary for the Executive Government to eshlblt • 
due reserve in dealing with judicial pronouncements espeeiaUy when they procood from 
the highest courts" but we eonff-68 we did not. quite follow how the bend of tbe Es:ecnLivo 
in the ~ame breath could publicly hold tbat tbe judgment seemed u to break new gronnd 
ns ngard8 the interprctaLion of the lnw.11 It is not for us to aogge..t whether the Exeon· 
tive should resort to a proC£SS by which it could obtain either from the High Court iLBell 
or (rom the Privy Council "a reconsideration of Lhe point oi law taken in the judgment, 
in tho hope that the final decision might be more in accord with the view we had taken 
wh~n we initiateri and supported tbe proBI'Cotion•t bat we consider it to be our duty to 
tmint out that His Excellc:ocy should have been more reaerved in :referring to _the .matter 
of t.he R1sala Vartman which is ''now coming bcforethecourts.n WeconBtderlttobe 
our duty to protest emphD.ticaUy against a. declaration from t.be hrnd of tb& Execut~ve at 
this etage. tbat tbe- mnltet' of tbe Resala Varlman represents •1 for us an opP?r.tun~t.y f~r 
test-ing tho interpretation which ta to be placed on the ln\Vn-and that" t.be dectatoa 1n l.htt 
case wilt decide whether we can rest eonlent wit.h the lf'gislatnre for aome modification 
of its terms.» It would have been well for nli concor~ it His Excellency ba~l seen bit 
way to avoid any refere-nce to a matter whiob hu yet to bo placed before a court fot 
decision. 

"But the main subj~et of interest in the reply of His Excellency is tbo extent of 
liberty to be allowed in cnttoism of any religion or rdigioas leader. !iia.. lordship of. the 
Punjab High Cmut in dealing witb the Rug~la Rasul case found that 1t· dtd not taU Wltbia 
the purviow of section 153A of the 1. I>. o. as many strong crlLichnna ~00 bean made 
before about tht~ Prophet by other writers of whom many wer-e Eng lis~ Without attrac~~ 
fog any notice or inciting b:lt.rt"d bc~ween the classes and commuotUcs amongst Ktl 
}Iajt>sty*a subjects. Hie ExceUency himseU remarks "one must be clear that t.he legbia.Utlfl 
can nevor be expected to place nn entire ernbllrgo on snob attacke; it will no~ aeek to 
prevent a acrioui treatment of qu~ations of reUgioua history thoagh stated 111 critical 
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term& If we have obligations for the preservation of poblio tranquility, we arc also 
bound to rupect the cbi.im for that frttdom of di60uaaion wbicb: ia oeeesaary for tho 
ascertainment or truth1 historical or religious. A &erious and critical treatment doea not 
entirdy exclude tbc use ot satire; hut it would certainly atop short at deliberat-e ridi· 
cole_" Dot to seek to lighten the la'"' or to influence the intorpretntion tn a manner to 
s-uit tbe COllventenee of tho executive or to put aueb a wido interpretation aa to bring 
within ita purview aU writings which may be CC~nsidercd to be objectionable by eoma 
members of any particular community are to fetter that very "freedom of dieeusdon '' 
!or which Hia Excellency expressed 60 much soUcitude. 

"It is not necessary to prove ODr point to deny that the prnent communal tension baa 
given impetue to much hack·writing on botb sides much of whieb makes up by venom 
the .absence of any intrin&ic literary quality. But wba' tbe leader& of both \ho com· 
munitiea should serioosly consider is tba.t. whether by approaching t.be Govemmen\ to taka 
measures against these Utert~ry mu&hroome we shall not only be aupplyi11g tbe burt."8ucracy 
witb a pretc'xt to impose fra;b fetter& on tbe little frudom of opinion that \\<e have and 
whether hy advocating a;trong musurf'.B against these otherwi86 obscure writers we do not 
l!!ive thEm a notoriety which always will make it ('nsy (or them to earn a cheap martyrdom. 
Thcao writings do t.he least iDjury if the1 are taken little notice of and tr-eated wil.b the 
contempt they dcscrte~" 

Moulana Mahomed Ali's Viewa. 
On the 28th Jane 1927 tiaulana Mahomed AH published two leading articles ln his 

Urdu daily newspaper "Hamda.rd" on tho Rnngila Rasu! case in the first of wbieh ho 
aoswcrs the quetstion whctht>r the fault is tbat of '' Kadi" or of canon Jaw and comes to tho 
latter conclusion. ln tbe next article he ansJys<'B the offence nnd Blak's that it ;s a synth«ia 
of six diftercnt o1fcncca but Mr. Kanwar Dalip Singh is the that Judgo of tbe High Court 
who bas brought it home to M.~eaJmana tbn.t, not one of thtae eerious ofr~no.:a is An 
oflcnce according to Indian kp;al code. H~ enumerates theEe ofiencra as (1) insulting 
tbl'i fonndf!r of Islam, (2) insnlting the! religion of Mmn;almnns, (3} nltE'm\lting to bring 
tho foundet of 16hun inlo hatred, (4} attempting to bring the nligion of Muualman11 into 
hatred, (S) wounding the feeling of Musmlmana and (6) allemllling to bring Muualmans 
into contempt. 

Defective Law. 
He etatea that under s~ction lGS-A only promoLing or at.kmpting to promoto 

hatred again&t MuSBalmana is punishable and not attempting to bring tht'm into con .. 
tx-mpt:~ Abo thnt:, aUthougb promoting or altemptlng to promote hatred againet Mnnal
mans is punishable, promoting or atrempting to promote hatred against that august and 
e.xalled pcrsonaJity which nery Musselman <>ta)oes I or more tban hie own Hfr and far u:.oro 
than all Mussalmans pot together is not punieba.bl~. Ne-vertheless, tha Mauhma puinta 
out that Mr. Kanwnr Dalip Slngb, who holds that the Jaw ia ddccUve and desires that it. 
should bo &O am~ndOO as to cover offences of insulting tha religion of any person or 
wounding bia religious feelings, baa condemned tho pamphlet as malicious in tono and 
likely to wound the religious fteiinga of the Muet=-alman community and only tcluctanUy 
Beeei'ltd the revieion aod acquitted tho peUtioner .. 

It may be that hi& inUrpretat.lon of tbe fxisting law fs wrong but the MauJana 
Jut& come to the conclusion thf\t neitbu ''The Muslim Outlook n nor any other newspaper 
11as ebown that Mr. Kanwar Dalip Singh intenlionally mieinterpreted the law and acquittftl 
tbe aecuacd Lbrough bigotry or diahuneety. Unl!!Bilhe Judge int.entionally mJstntcrprrla 
Jaw and ia bigoted or disbonfst be cannot be asked to ll'B'gu. If this was not the ensto~ 
mary procedure tbe Maufana thinks that nowhere in the world wouid a second 1udgo 
have bf'en fon!ld after ~e first bad bcfn made to reFign ror an error of judgment. l'ho 
:Mau~an&, while dtclartng tho law to. be extremely dtfcct.ive, clnrly 1ctatt>a tbat it was 
not mtenUouaHy Jdt dl.'{cctive by the Government either, for it ia equaJly belpleea to-day 
in dealing with tbo!e who insult the religion of British officials and woond tbelr tellgioue 
fuhng&o Bad Government known that the Jaw was delcct.ive it would 11ot bave knocked 
at. the dour& of tho Dielrict Magbtrate, the Seuiona Judgo and the High Court itself in 
thlicaso. 

No Case Against Judge. 
The Maulana. explains th.at he was tbe first MuuaJman t-o point out in tho course of 

his wcckl1 speech m Juma lttatilid on the (it.b of Ma1 that vcty t~criou.s conacqo_t•ncea were 
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likely to follow the acqu!Ltal of najpal. Tbla jurlg ..... ~ bad opened ~be fiood!l"l<oO! 
milcbtd, much greater than Hiudu.MuaHm quarrela over C01NIIaugbtu and mule be(om 
mo&qoea, He waa eurprieed that uobody el~~e had iJealt with o.r revi£wcd tbe judgmcnl 
before. '' The :Moalim Oa.tlouk," and other bt uallm papcn bad done ao no leu Lhau Ui:tw 
weeke aftu it bad been dt~livend. Wben he returned to J)elbi after a muntht• abaenee 
he found \bat &Ome leatJing Ponj'lb Muaalma.na had already done what wu ncedcJ. b7 
going in a dtoputation to the Gov~rnor ol the Puuiab and eo he .emafDed aUent. Tha 
Maolana gives full meed of praise to the repl7 _of tilt Malcolm Hail~3 \0 t.ho dcput.uliOD~ 
A!tt:r"tbta there waa nothing left for llusalmana but to walt and teo. 

However, "The M.ualim. Outlook n which had been dealing wltb tho maUer a£nce 
the 25th May an of auddcn asked the Jtulge '"ho had dollvered t.be- judgmeut to naig~~a 
Tho Jlaulana cannot understand this curloua and belated demand. Ho &a)'& that he ioz 
1:1mu.1 Jeara never bad any respect for Brltiah Jaw eoorts in lndia but ha fears the law of 
God aud that l&w nquhed tba.t bcroro we condemn a penon we mDit iD.VCBtigate aud 
establish bia go.Ut, . ., Tho Mualtm Outlook ·u had not published any proofa of )lr. Kaawar 
Dnlip Singh1s bigotry or dishonesty and it was contended on ita behl\lf that the expreniona 
it had uaed did not unequhoca.lly esprcaa contempt ot court. 

Wanted AU Ordinance. 
The Haulaua dem-ands .from the Govcrnmtnt the "Proroulgat!on of au onJJuanoo 

makln& tho oifence ot Joauitin~ a peraonta n:ligtou by iDJDlting propbeta, aainta and other 
penon& held ucred by f.bOBB follo•·tng that religion aud of wounding their religious 
leelioga &eYe-rely pu.oisbabJe and pointa out that lleWipapers lib u. Pt"atap n of Labore 
are talttog advau~ge of the interregnum CJ"eated by Mr. Kanwar DaUp Singh'll jndgmen~ 

Tbe Ma.ulaua conahtdea that the dcma.ad or the Lahore meeting t-hat Lbe SeorelarJ 
of State should compel the judge t.o resfg;n i8 not iuatified. ' 1 Lord Birkenbead demanding 
resignation from Hr •. Kanwur ~lip Singh ia tho best 1UU¥tratiou of Paoj&b humour.l• 
If Mr. Kanwar Dalip Siogb deacrud ditminal tben '"l'be Muslim Outlook tt.-and other 
Muslim -pnpera and -meet-ings of llonjab M.u~salmans should bavo asked more emphalicaUr 
for 1.be reiigoaflion of Justioe Zdar Ali. 'Tbo M.a.nlaoa bopea that Gonnmcnt would 
:relcase·tbo prieoners and remit tbu fine. 1f Lbry have etred tbeJ ht.ve dODo ao tbrougb 
lorrlble ucitemeo' wbtch Js .only .uatlual when t.bc Prophet ta eo foul~ tevUOO. and the 
Jaw dcolares itself beJplea& to pnni&b t.he guiit7~ That Ba.jpal •bould be at. 1arge IUld 
M.essre. I!ukbari ·aud Narul .liaq &bould rot iu a priiWll ia a molt pniolal ptae\ictllJiarado• 
o! llritloh jutioo, · 

The Delhi Mualim'a Protest Meeting. 
. On tho SO•h Juue Delhi prcsent<d a gloomy appcorauoe when Mllllllm ehop-kcepcra 

observed a complete hartal and a monster meeting of M u&lima was held in the maidan 
opposite Joma M&l)td co protellt agaiuat lbo •' BRngiJa Raaul" jadg.meot. Multi K!ifaya. 
tullah preaidcd, who in optming S.ho prcx:eedin~&. uid that t.he meeting had been convened. 
to proLeot the honoar of tbcfr Prophet. No Mo5Jim could rar.t in peace it dirty r- fi~Lions 
wt-re cast on tho Founder of Islam whom t.he Muallma lovt:d more than their parente1 

children or even their own JUe. M.osllme could at and aU bodtly torturo bot to lbtm 
thoir P.rophet waa above oriUciim. According to lllaraic law death waa tho onJ:r po.nilh
mcnt for one who reviled their Prophet but nnfortonately the Government aud the 
law of tbe country were not in Muslim hBDtls. They, f.beJefore, wore patiently waiting 
to sec what the OonmrMnt of the land, whloh proltucd to eafcoguard the honour of aU 
:reUgloua eaints. would do. lt was true tbat Government did proceed agaioat tho •uthot' 
of " Bangila RuoJ n but the final judgment of Ju&t{eo Dulip Singh had givm tblD a 
rude shock. JosUce Dulip Singh bad decided that it was no crime t.o revUe the lito of 
the founder of a religion. Thcy, tbereforf!, had gathered there to tell the Govunmeot 
what tbt7 proposed to do nest.. Tbia will bo dono b7 a :molut.ion which the epcaker 
upeoted tbey would pus unanlmoustr. 

MauJana. M.abomf!d ALI, in moTing Lhe resoJoUou, B&ld that dadng and after the Great 
War the Mnilim activity was directed t.o protect-ing the KbUarat but tooday they A!lemblcd 
there to aafeguard the honoar P.Dd fair name of the Founder of Ielam himee1f. The Hfadue 
ahoold kuow that all WOTldJ7 relatione ~tween MosUmr, on tbe one band and Khliarat 
Oommlttee, CoDgreE, Mahatma Gandhi and even tbe Government OD the other band 
Wmioated when t-bc lUe and aoul of Islam wn11 reviled. l.l'or lfuMalmana all their earthly 
aclivitiea and nlatione depend on tbeJr faith in Hahom~d. U what ~uatioe Dalip Siogb 
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Faid waa. ttu.e there was no law lett in tho land tor Muuatman~ Tho pTOper thing woold 
haw been to give a urrlble sbaking to Raj pat, author of "Ban~iJa Rasuttt Ha advo. 
cmted the addition of a new clauso to section UiSA.-1. P. 0 making inao:lting a propltrt 
peual. Pending tbi• amendment of the orlmioal law of t;be land, tho Vfecroy shnn!d 
nso bit extraOTdinary powers and promulgate an or~inauce, thereby mncting the urgent 
Med of tho bour. Tbis will prevent further misebif!f being dono. Tho spett.ker concln-!ed 
with an apptal to Government to rele~tte tba editor and printe-r and publisher of u Tho 
Muslim Outlook" who acted under A great pro~tlou. A Muslim eeated to be ra
tional if his Prophet was lnsultN or hi& Hfe reviled and he (Muslim) therefore, was not 
reapon11ible for his action.. Tbe 8lUI1C was the case of tbe editor and printer and publisher 
of "Muslim Outlook." 

The JMAH of Juma lfasjtd, ttconding tbe rt'aolutlon, said that Justl~ DuUp Singh 
wu either dishonest or a lunatic when he paSBed the orders tn tbe 41 Rnugila &eul" case. 
The speaker knew that Jastioe DuUp Singb was not dishonest and a lnnatia should not 
oeoupy the chair in a High Oourt. He aboald either :rt!ign at once or the Booretary ot 
St.'lte sbouJd ask for bis Tesignation forthwith. . 

Kbwaj!l. Hanan Nizami teJt it strange that 110 sections of the criminal law could 
be found to convict the reviler of tho Prophet's life wbtle a section could bo traced to 
senteue& tho insulter uf Justice DoUp Singh. 

Tha reaolntion wat further supported by M.aulana Sa.td Pirzada. lfabomed Hussain, 
B~ It AbduUah Hafiz Mahomtd Sadiqu!! and several others and adopted nnanimooaly ~ 

TbG Pne:ldeot, m coaehurion. advised the andleucc to bo non·vlolent and should do 
nothiDR to n:otte t.hemMlves or others. The following ia tho text of tho resoluUon the.t was 
lll01td by Monlana Mahomed .Ali and passed :-· 

• 
RESOLUTioN; 

"The meeting expresses its deep resentment over the judgments which bad 
outraged Muslim feelings throughout the country and requests the Government 
to issue a communique explaining their future policy in matters like the one 
under discussion but, JD the opinion of the organisers of the meeting, Government 
should either file a revision in the Privy Council against the judgment of Mr. 
Justice Dalip Singh or show intention of amending the criminal law of the country 
with a view to bring offenders like the author of the "Rangila Rasul" to book.· 
In the meanwhile the Government should issue an ordinance there-by remedying 
the defects like the one in issue in the Indian penal Code. Failing all these 
alternatives, the meeting warns the Government that the Mussalmans would 
be compelled, though very reluctantly, to. take the law into their own hands." 

"Riaala Vartman" Case. 
On the 1st July the Punjab Government applied to the Lahore High 

Court through the Government Advocate for an order transferring tho 
"Risala Y artmon" ease from the court of the District Magistrate, Amritsar, 
to the file of tho High Court. 

The "Risala Yartman" was prosecuted for an artiolo .alleged to conbio 
abuse of the Prophet Muhammad and the Punjab Government announced its 
iutontion to treat this pros•cution a• a test coso on the intorpretotion of 
section lli3-A, of the Indian Penal Cooe. The application was successful 
and the writor was convicted. 



fhe Kako ri Conspiracy Case. 
On the 6th April 192'1 Judgment was deli'tered in the Kalmrl Conspiracy cnse by Mr · 

A. H, De B. Hamilt-on, '8peelal Judge, Lnclmow. 0[ the 22 aeoated bero~tbo Court Lb~ 
wne sentenced to bl! hanged, one was tmn&ported for lif~. 01lft got H yeara' R. 1., fivo got 
10 years each. two 1 1ears taeh, ai:E sen~ced to 5 Jf'&f8.1 R.I. two were acquitted and 
two, '!bo bad turned approvers, were pardoned. Tbls case was one of the biggeat;; cooapltAey 
cases tn India. 09er 250 wltnerees were produced on behalf of the proseont.lon berore 
tbe Court of tho Seasions, and the exhibits both material and docomentacy numbered 
nearJy eJeven hundred. 

Bilto!'J' of the. Oaae. 
It may bt recalled that on the 9th August 1926 a Jmstenger trnin WIUI stoppt"d 

by .eome p~rsona aru:l looted within tCD miles of Lucknow Junction. Enquiry into Ude 
darmg daco1ty revealed to the police tho exiatenca of a wide·sprrad revoluLionary org..., 
nisation in the United Provinces with au oft-ahaot- in the Central Provinces nntt working 
in concert with the main organ!eatioa in. BengaL Armed with thia knowled~ tho 
O. I, D. kept atrict watch on tbe mOYcmenta ot the revolutionary nspecta 1n the Uolted 
Provinces and also intercepted their corrf'spondcnce. EventnaUy on the 26th Septem
ber 1925 Mr. R. A. Hortor of the 0. I. D. isaued a number of warranta for the arrests 
and houre-teatcbes !a different citie1- of tho provin~ The llar.rants were executed 
the next day and over SO persona wertt apprehended. 8eare1u!a also led to the Tecovery 
of several firearms and a mass of docamf'ntl ao:l rcvo1o.tionary literature, -The 'doeu .. 
menta aefz :d threw moro Jigbt on the affairs of the organization, aome more arrests 
were made and there waa further recovery of arms and llmmnnitiou. Some oE the 
persons wanlt!d by lhe police e-vaded arreet.. Of t.bem on~, namely, ltajendra Xtuur 
Lahiri, was arrested on November 1925 ia Dakshlucswa.l' In wbat waa called a 
bomb factory. Towards tho end o! the year 1920 the poUco dropped tbB ease againat 
10me of the arusted persona but sent up belore Mr, Syed Ainuddin. Special Magbtrate-• 
26 persona on a charge of COD!pimey to waga w.at against Lbc Kiny·Etopcror, a couSo
piracy t-a commit dacoity with murder. Of ~bee 2G persons, three remoiined a~nding 
and two Ulruffi approvers. The Special Magiltrate committed all the remaining 21 
persona to the Sessions. During tbtt trial iu the Seesiona Court one accuscd1 Damodar 
Swo.rap Seth, became terioosly ill and biB trtal baa been pos-tponed. 

The J ndgmcnt. 
The Jsdge found that t.bere was widespread conspiracy in the UDiied. Province:i the 

object of which wae to effect armed revolution for the overthrow of tho present Gover-n.. 
meat., The headquarters of the conspiracy waa In Bengal from where tho_ aecuacd Jogesh 
Chandra Cbatterjee came as aD emisary.. to orgtmise the U. P<s branch. Jogesh was 
aeaisted by the aecmed ~ 0. Kar but ideas emauatrd principally lrom the accused 
Saebindranatb Sanyal. The firat seeds wore planted in thla provineo In 1925 f but the 
plant was well nourished by the &ccW!led Bamprasad and B. N. La1dd. Ram l"r&sarl wat 
the chief of the staif in the United Province&; but Lahirl, too, was a very important 
member aad was the go.between for the beadquarten in Be-ngal and U. P. branch. 
Dakbinesvvar and Shombua.ar were port and pared of this conspiracy, tha duty of tbo 
Bengal sectiOB being to keep the Upper India organisation supplied with anna and 
ammunition. The Jw:fge further found that the mt.ubers or. the conspiracy committed 
the foJlowing dacoitie& to collect funds for the organieatton :-(l) Bamcanli daooi~y com• 
mitted on the 20~b December, 1924:. (2) Blcbpuri dacoity eomndtted. on the ~lh Marcb1 

1928 {3) Dwarkapnr daeolty on tbe 24-tb May .. 1920_, (4) The train daooity on ~he 9th 
August, 1920. i'be Judge further found that in the first two dacoities common cnmioala 
were enrolled to swell the number ot daeoits.. ~ 

In awo.rding entences to the different accused the Judge_remarked :-"I have baeD 
asked by the Public Prosecutor blm&elf to temper justice with mercy -in the cue of tboee 
who are JODDg and who have pJayed but a se-condary put in tbia conspiracy.. ln certain 
CDSeli the Counsel baa asked for mercy to be &hown to a particular client and at the cud 
the accaaed Saohindra- Nat.b Sanyal made a similar reqoelt iD. geneml. I t.b.ere[ore think 
it .rlgbt to. EaY somethiug on the subject. . . • 

•• 1 do. beUeve ZD18Clf that- tbe great majority of the accd!ccl did JOin lhla eonsplracy 
for no p&.ona1 gsin or advantage aud t-bat what they did •• member& of th.s coaepfracy 
tbt>J did not do for tbo above par~ Bauw.ni Ll\1 has made certain accDifltiO?JI ol 
di1boDeatJ against Bam Prasad and the abiconder Aaad aud Buarai also had • IG&plcioa 



!)6 THE KAKORI CONSPIRACY CASE 
against Ram Prasad. \l heLher I hey are jnst.ffied or not l en.nnot ten. Oo. the other 
hand it waa the object of thia conspiracy to ffi<!Ct nrmed revolution. The members of 
the conspiracy had arma anti mndc bombs nnd this. mMne murder. A revolution aJ 
realir:ed. by tbe writ.er of the whit4 leaflet bimaeif meane chaos. Chaos is an opportunity 
whieb profess-ional criminal& ahvaya tal..e advant.ag.s- of ns local riots abow and I do no~ 
for a moment believe that the member& of this conspiracy could have stopped th!s. The 
property and life of the persona who cltber bavu nothing to do with the Government or 
poJit.ica or who work for India m a manner \t'bich they consider better for the country 
than tha~ choS<•n by the membera of tbi& conapiro.cy muwt be safegaarded. Then thero 
ore t.be dacoit.iea from the evidenee for t.bc p1osreation. It appear& that persons joined 
this conspiracy k:no\ving full well that dacolt.ies \VOttid he committed. In two of th~ 
dacoitie& the conspirators joined (orces wltb professioOJ\1 orhnina:s. In each of tho four 
daeoitiea a man wae murdered. ln BamrnuU, Ualdt!O Persbad received a bullet in tbe Deck 
and Cbandik.a one tbrougb the bee anti it is a mercy th.'\t tbey were DOt killed. lu 
Bichpuri, Toti was tortured by a burning cloth being put betw<!eD. hi& legs. In Dwarka· 
pur, four persons received ballet- wounds which can&Cll grievous lnjn·ies. Their bl001:l 
Jh's not onl,- on tbe heads of those who shot them, bot on every member of this conspnaey. 
1 can ouJy ho~ that as the commissiun of the•o daeoltice was usually not disclosed to 
the eoo11pirntors who did not take part in them wbst was done was unknown to most o1 
the memben of thit conspiracy and that now it bas awakened in their heart& a fee1ing 
of rt!pugnance as in the h~rt of Banarri. In consi(lcring the Bichpori da~ity [ taka 
note of the fact tbs.t only m(D on the roof shot at persons. In considering the train 
dacoity, I take noW of the fact tb: tit ta i"Tlprobnble that Abmn.d Alit who wn.a shot, was 
dcli~rateJy aimed at. Dot nevertheless tho shooting along the aitles of the train showed 
n rlisrri!:rnd of human lif!". I most also consiller tbe fact Lhat t.bht conspiracy was a very 
impottnnt one extending beyond the U. P~ Wllen an nppcal is mn.de for reeroy tt is usual 
to atlt"mpt to satisfy the cont that the penon who bas eommittql tbe offence has repented 
anti will not offend again and therefore a Hgbt.er sentence will be a soffichmt deterrent~ Tho 
onJy accaserl from whose action I can in(er sncb a seo!e of repentance is Ban war\ who baa 
cunfesBf'd. Whether there be others who have repented but who have t;&id not-hing either 
throl)gh fear of their companions Ol' not wit~hing to suy anything agatnst their eompa.n[ona 
Jam unable to sa.y, 1 bope tha.t there are an!!, tr t~o, I recommend that. the Government 
may considrr that as I have done in the caso of Dnnwnri. Not knowing myself whether the 
aeccsed on whose behalf application for m~rey baa been made do really repent, I 
cannot preaume that tbPJ do.,. 

The Jndge finds Ram Pr88Ail (a.geU 28. of Shal,iehnnpcr) the most important member 
of: the conspiracy and guilty o:f part.ieipathm in the Bicbpur dReoity and al5o tho tra;n 
daeoity and sentences him to be hanged. Rnj .. n L$biri (aged 2-1, of Bcnares) i11 al&O found 
tn be a laruliug member of the coli Bpi racy nnd (tuiJt.y of p:uticipation in the train daeoity. 
He is aiso sentenced to be hange.t. The Ju,fge finds the case proved again11t Rauehn.o 
Singh (33 ytRrt, of Shahiebanpu.r) in r~g.ard to the conspiracy and the Ramrauli dacoity. 
He too ia tentenced to be bangro. Snchin•lmnath Sanyat is proved not onJy to be a 
rnembcr of the conspiracy, but au imporftmt mP.mbe-r not merrly in U. P ., but at the head· 
qumteJII which were in BengBt Manmatba. Nnlb Gupta of Benaree ta found guilty of 
the conspiracy of the Biohpnrl daeoity and the train dacoity. He iB 8t'Dtencat to U 
yean' l'lgOToos. Govinrlcbaran Kar of Dacca, MultandiJal of Etawah and Rajkumar 
Sinha of Cn.wnporo aTe all found I(Uilty of et>nspiracy and the train dacoity and are 
sentenced to ten yean* rigorous. R:imkis.ben Khattri of Chanda (C. P.) is found gu.Uty bf 
conspiracy and the Biebpur dacoity and ia eentencW. to ten yean' rfgoroot. J:)geeb 
Chandra Chatterjee of DI\Ce& ie found to be the- prime factor in the eatabllshment of the 
revolutionary aoctety in U. P. and is sentenced to ten ytara' tigorons.. Vitnnsarau DobUs 
of Meerut an:l Suresbcbandra Bhattacharya of Cawnpore am found goUty of conspiracy 
and aro &enteneed to uven y~n.rto1 rigorous. Bhupen :tsanyat of AlJababnd, Ptanabesb 
Komar Cbattcrjfo.e of JobbuJpt)re, Premkiaben Khanna of Sbnhmnpur, RamdnJarey of 
Cawnpore and Ramoatb Pandey or Bennrcs nre all found to be members of the conapiracy 
and are aenteDced to five years~ R. t &nwarilai ia found guilty of conspimoy and of the 
train dacoitJ but because he baa eonfentd his goHt he is tenteneed to only five yean• 
rigorooe. Bachindranatb Biswaa of Luc\:uow anti Hargovind of Shabjeb:anpnr are Jound 
not guilty aud are acquitted, The approvers, Bauatsilal and [nt.lobbuahau Hitt.ra, both 
of Shabjehanpur, are pardoned~ In concluding his judgment. tbe Judge paya a tribute 
to the akiJl with which b1r. Horton and hie subordlnatee carried out lhct invEst.iga.Uoa 
and pn:·pnred the ease. The honesty of Mr. Horton, the Judge remarks, waa generaHy 
NCOgnised by tho defence. 



The European Associations. 
The Calcutta European• on the Reforms. 

The following is the full text of the ama-zing speech which Mr. Langford 
James, President of the Calcutta European Associationt delivered on the oc:ca!iion 
of the dinner given by the Assaciation to the Viceroy on Tuesday, the 14th 
December 1926 :- · · · 

u I have always admired the technique of those speakerS who are able tO 
make with an apparent wealth of feeling speeches touched in irreproachable 
language which tn fact means nothing, but may subsequently be construed to · 
mean anything. I admire, I say, their technique : their mentality always reminds 
me of the member of this Club who signed a chit for one hal( peg and over his 
signature wrote those magic letters E. & 0. E. No one could ever discover 
against which eventuality he was protecting himse1t Possessing neither the 
technique nor the mentality necess:uy for such oratorlca1 efforts you will forgive 
me if my remarks to-night are cast in a more homely mould. 

There is one of the representations which the European Association found 
its duty to make this year which has excited a ce·rtain amount o£ comment ·and, 
as I think that our action has been imperfectly understood, I pro~se to say 
a few words with regard to it. I refer to our representation w1th regard 
to the case of Mr .. Wilson and Mr& Spence. as you will remember, Mr. Wilson 
was tried in Sylhet by a jury for culpable homicide and assult, and he was 
acquitted on the first charge but fined Rs. 200 for assault. Against the acquittal 
for manslaughter the Government of Assam appealed. In Mr. Spence's case 
he was accused before a Magistrate of culpable homicide but after a lengthy 
hearing he was discharged~ The District Magistrate saw fit to have him 
rea nested and called upon htm to show cause why the charge should not proceed 
against him.. . 

Now, in India1 unlike England, the Government is entit1ed to appeal against 
an acquittal by limiting the rigltt of appeals against ·acquittals to the local 
Government. The taw obviously intended that such interference should take 
place only in cases where there had been a miscarriage of justice so grave as 
would induce the Local Government to move in the matter. It is no good reason 
for taking that very serious step that tbere has been an irregularity in the trial. 
The Government must be convinced that there has been a grave miscarriage 
of justice. In the case of the Magistrate exactly analogous considerations -apply 
and it is no good rea:g,n to state that in taking such a step he has examtned 
the record and is following the ordinary procedure directed by the Code. It 
was represented to your Council that in both these cases it looked as though 
other considerations than those I have mentioned had weighed with the authori
ties concerned, and after due deliberation and a most careful consideration of 
all 1he factSt your Council made representations to the Governments concerned 
and to the Government of India. 

Government Assurances 
Whatever can be saia as to the particular merits of the case I rea~ t~ 

~cpty of the Government oflndia as containing an expf759 assurance .th:at It ts 
its tntention that in such cases the test I have mentioned shall be rtgtd1y and 
impartially applied and I think the same assurance can be implied from answers 
of the other two Governments, and we. dor as we must accept that assurance 
unreservedly. But I desire to say that if in the future, at any ti.me, we should. 
be of opinion that our rights as citi~ens in this country arr: be1ng endange~ed 
we sbaU consider it our plain duty to make similar representatiOns to that whtch 
we have made on this occasion.. · . 

1 wish to add one word with regard to 1he answer given us by the Assam 
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-GovemmenL Thev have seen fit to accuse us or ignorance and callousness.. 
With regard to the char~e of ignorance, I can only say that we were ai fuHy 
acquainted with all the facts as the Government of Assam were or, shall I say 
as the Government of Assam ought to have been. And with regard to tlte 
charge of callousness the fact that an unfortunate coolie harl died was in no 
way relevent to tbe point which w:: were raisin~~ Had it been s'?, !t would have 
been equally relevant to_ raise the potnt of the refined cruelty to hvtng. I mean 
the subjecting of a man to a double trial. It is needless to say that our com
munity does not in any way countenance assaults on Indians. 

Europeans and Politics 
Now, I have stated that the ·advent of the Reforms Scheme enlarged the 

seope of the activities of this Association. It bad another effect. It encouraged 
the growth of various political organisations in this country who change their 

• Dames with disconcerting rapidity. A very intimate friend of ,mine once sug
gested to me that it might be possible to stereotype these parties under names 
terSe simple and easily understood. He suggested non-Sycophantic non-Respon
sivists and Pro--anti-automatic anti-Tergiversationists: such homely appellations 
he thought would cover a multitude of principles-even fluctuatin~ prindples. 
Be that as it may, these gentlemen show a growing tendency to challenge the 
right of the unofficial Europeans to be in India at aU, or to suggest that we are here· 
merely on sufferance. 

I confess that I for one discount the ebuUitions of the po1itioo in this 
country as I do in most, but this assertion f!ives us food for thoo~ht. Thlso 
would appear to be a simple answer to this chaUenge. nut apart from these 
tmismSt I think we have a right to be in India on moral, but ~uaBy strong, 
grounds. The British people have very largely made India. Their continuance 
in the country is in my opinion necessary to the future welfare of the country, 
and I venture to think that most thinking Indians realise that truth. Our fore. 
fathers when they came to India brought with them a particular stock.in-trade 
which may perhaps be summarised in the three words Stamina, Honesty and 
Initiative, and I believe that those are still the qualities which are needed, and 
valued, in India. 

A Viceroy's Qualities 
In this connection it is pleasant ·m reflect that our principal guest this 

evening embodies these qualities, which are in truth the qualities of an English 
gentleman, to a remarkable extent.. It wilt surprise nobody to hear that in his 
undergraduate days at Oxford His Excellency was one of the most popular- and 
most respected man at the House. I can speak to that fact of my own know. 
ledge.. From hearsay I can speak to the fact that the same is true of that other 
House at Westminster. I shall be surprised if a similar fate does no await His 
Excellency in India.. But if these are the qualities upon which in moments of 
auto-analysis we pride ourselves, we must be careful to put them into practice 
in dealing with the problems which confront us. The stamina and initiative 
which we claim as our birthright must be pinced at the disposal of the body 
politic to the fullest extent. 

In the past when the indi~enous JJOpulalions have got into a tight comer 
the first thing they have cried for is the Sahib.. The need is still there and we 
must continue to respond to it.. Perhaps the most important of all we must make 
up our minds to say quite honestly and sincerely what we think to be the truth. 
There is no need to be offensive but there is every need to be frank. 

.t.ord Lytton's Record 
We have amongst us to-night another distinguished guest. I venture to 

think that when time passes its verdict upon Lord Lytton's term of office in 
Bengal, the point upon whlch most stress will be laid is His Exceltencfs con. 
sistentf transparent and, I would say, courageous sincerity in thought, word and 
deed. That is a verdict which I for one should very much prize. The true value 
of a living example of sincerity is difficult to appraise. 



MR. LANGFORD JAMES' SPEECH 

Communal Troubles 
I now propo~e to say a few words upon some problems whic~ in my opinion1 

~front us. F1rst ard foremost, is the communal question.. This divides itself 
mto lwo branches: the question of whether representation throughout India. 
w~a~ever forf!l it may take, should proce~ upon a communal basis. In my 
opmton there JS no other reasonable or practical alternative, and that for one 
Simple. reason. In a continent sociaUy so backward as India~ and where political 
sense, tf born, is not yet weaned from communal sense, it is the only methOO. of 
ensuring audience for the views ot the different communities. 

There is the other side of this question. viz:., the unfortunate communal dis. 
turbances which have rent this country in the past ani may do so in the future. 
In this matter we as a community are intensely anxious to render any assistance 
which we can, but it would be unwise for us to give even the appearance of 
interference. During the recent disturbances in Calcutta we were freely accused 
of backing the Mahomedan community against the Hindu community. This 
Association was accused of advancing the Mahomedan community the sum of 
Rs~ so,ooo (a sum which it did not possess in cash). I personally was accused 
of·advanciog a sum of Rs. IO,()(X) {a sum which I have never in my life had to 
spare), and the- wildest possible rumours were circulated.. The truth is that 
we did not help either community with one anna nor were we able, unfortunately, 
to help either community with any advice.. · ' . 

The next question is1 I feel, hardly a new one but none-~lessofvitat 
importance.. I mean the question of the Services. It is absolutely essential, 
as I see it, not only that the British connection should be maintained in the 
Services, but that the very best men which Britain can produce should be 
attracted to them. This cannot be done on sentiment.. It is only possible to 
attain this object if you can "\)Ut before a young man a. definite and attractive 
proposition. How tn practice this is to be done in the case of th.e Civil Service 
it is not for me to dictate, but I think it might possibly be accomplished by the 
creation of a British Imperial Service with definite provincial posts reserved for 
it, and the creation of provincial services recruited in India. 

Lastly I come to the question of our attitude before the Royal Commission. 
Time does not permit of my dealing with this at any great length. but it is well 
to bear in mind what are the functions of this Committee. Those functions .are 
imposed upon them by the statute. Shortly put they are bound to examine the 
whole position and report whether, in their opinion, responsible government is 
pcssible in this country, and if so, to what exten~ It does not follow that they 
are bound to make the same recommendations for every part of India. 

Secondly, it is well tc remember that responsible government is not synony
mous with Democracy. The British Empire was not built u~n Democracy. 
That is a system of Government which has grown gradually after political 
education, and is now on its trial in Great Bntain. This system is, as far as I 
know, repugnant to the ideas of most of the peoples of India and they are in no 
wise ripe for it. lf in another Ioo yearS they have reached politically the position 
which England had reached 100 years ago, they will have made very good going. 

Fundamental Fallacies 
I think it is particularly necessary to bear this latter fact in mind in con

sidcrin~ this problem, because in my opinion one of the fundamental fallacies 
underlymg the Reforms Scheme was the fact that it promulgated a system of 
Government !or wbich an electorate was essenti~ and then went out to look 
for the electorate. That is a political 'husteron proteron' which it is difficult 
to justify and no one can say that the practical results are encouraging. 

The second fundamental fallacy underlying the Reforms Scheme, in my 
opinion, is the method, no doubt well~iutentioned, by which it was proposed 
to engender a. sense of responsibility in tlte Legislative bodies. It seems to me, 
as at present advised, that if you wtsb to engender political responsibility in 
the Councils it is necessary materially to extend thetr responsibilities. At the 
same time you must realise the vital importance of ensuring that men of the 
right stamp are elected or nominated to these <;:ounc:Hs .. 
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Only Practical Basis 
I perscnaBy have a feeling that the only l'racticall:asis to proceed '!POD as 

a start is that of mutual self-inter"tst, using nomn~ations to protect. tl1e rtt=!tt of 
the uneducated classes. 'I his is a problem wh1ch I should e.sse~hally de.s1re to 
approach neither from a defeatist point of view nor from the pomt of v1ew of 
sentimental optimism. I confess tbat the instances which present themselves 
to us of the efforts of Indians to manage tbcir own affairs do not insp!re one 
with an .. immense amount of confidence. Jn Calcutta we a! ways have 1n front 
of our eyes the Corporation, which claims to be a national l:ody and certainly 
is dominated by the Swarajists. Passing over their distressin~ fai1ure to functi<n 
or try to do so at the ttme of the recent riots and the ch1ldb.h ineJevancy o£ 
their debates, (at any rate as reported in the newspapers) I think they have 
firmly imbued everybody with a sense of their inefficiency. 

Reasons Against Delaying the Commission 
I have spoken as though this question of our attitude before the Stalutory 

Commission is an immediate one, and you tell me that this Assfciation bas con~ 
sistently held that the Commission should not be appointed till 1929 and that the 
experiment should be given the full lease of life prescribed. 'Ihat is no doubt 
true, but ()D that point, speaking for myself, I have 1aTgely changed my view. 
It seems to me that there is liule, if anything, to be gained by delay. 

We have had three elections.. As a result of the last election the S\\arajist 
Party has been returned in various places as. the party which cc-mmands tlle 
largest number of votes. In Madras they have already refused to make the 
attempt to work the Reforms Scheme5 If they are cc.nsistent-and they scme
times are-they will refuse everywhere else. Now, if you have a s:ate of affairs 
whe.re the most important Indian political party Yoholtheartedly ccndemns the 
system, the British community from the start, while enthely willing to work 
it, bas condemned it,-the other political parcies have been, shall I sayt lukewarm 
and the people who really matter are either ignorant or indifferent-! cannot 
altogether sec the argument for delay .. 

Commission's Personnel 
As to the personnel of this Committee, "'hen it is appointed, in my studied 

opinion-and it is also the opinion of the De1egat£.s at the recent C(nference 
at Cawnpore-the best form of Commission would be a small bcdy appomted by, 
and possibly from, these uho have ultimately to decide this matter~ I mean the 
Houses of Parliament at Westminster. 'I he duideratum is an impartial and 
unanimous report and I 1hink it can best be achieved by such a body.. But if 
it is prop<)Sed to appoint a bcdy comprising any shades of op1nion in this country 
we shall press, as 1 think it is our right, to te represented on the Ccmmittee. 

Gentlemen. J have kept you too lcng, and I must apologise for cnce more 
referring to the Calcutta Corporaticn •ho I am $lad to say represtnt nobody 
except themselves.. There may be scmething tole sa1d for not welccming your 
R:Uest on his arrival. It may be wjse to pcstptne this functi<ln until he has left. 
You then have the advantage of knowing that he has not stolen the cigars and 
that he has subscribed to the lccal charities. 'That is not the view of this Ass.g
~iation: It took the earliest op~rtunity of welccming His Excellency on anhal 
1n Ind1a, and ~e have b~t'D fortunate encugh to stcure his perstnal presence 
amongst us to.nJgh... I destre to repeat the welcome. · 

We take the view that His Excellency's term of tffice willl:e am< ng the mc.st 
cru<;:ial that we, at any rate, will witness in India, and I desire to assure him that 
dunng that t~rm not. only will he have our sincere good wishu for himself, perscn~ 
:Uly, ~ut that rn all h1s ~fforts towards stablet evtn-handcd and dficicnt gove1 nmcnt 
1n t~1s country and In all attacks on such r:ffons, he will have the s~aunch and 
conSIStent :support of the European Association .. 



MR. JAMES' SPEECH CRITICISED IOI 

Mr. James' Speech Criticised~ 
)1:R. RANGACHAR.IAR'S VIEW .. 

".Irr.itant :opeeches like that of Mr. Langford James at the EurorJcan 
Assoctatton Dmner should not obscure ·our judgment. We have to face the 
practi~alities of the situ~t!on in a manly way, and I earnestly hope that under 
the gUtdance of Mr. S. Snn1vasa. Iye_ngar, the Gauhati .Cong~s wi!l lay down 
no h:ud and fast rules for adoptmn by popular representat1ves tn the Legis.. 
la turcs.11 In this .stra.in Dewan Babadur Rangachariar, who was Deputy Presi· 
dent of the Legislative Assembly, t.nade a statement to the Associated Press, 
while discussing the present political situation. 

J.Ir. Langford James's speech, said Mr. RangachariaT, did not represent 
the yiews of the {'-ssC'Ciation or of the community to which lte belonged.. In fact, 
Mr. Rangachar!ar had heard from r~liable s?urce:s 1hat many of the Europeans, 
present at the dtnner, felt uncomfortable over hts speech. But if those views did 
r!!present the vie~s or the Ass~ciation or the European community, then it was 
hme that those Indrans wh.!J had hnherto extended thetr hand of co..opcration to 
the Euro.,ean community should reconsider their position. 

He ·had been particularly gratified during the last si:< years of his experi~ 
ence in the Assembly at the way in which the European representatives from 
~eng-al, in the Central Legislature, gave the lead to other non-official Europeans 
m taking a resonab1e vlew of the demand of Indians for their advancement. He 
could not forget the part played by Sir Alexander Murray, Sir Campbell Rhodes, 
Sir \Vatter \Vilson and Sir Darcy Ltndsay in easing the situation whenever acute 
controversial topics arose in the legislature. During his tours as Secretary of 
the European Association, Co1one1 Crawford often asked {or a fair understanding 
with the European Community and they "On their part were always inciincd to 
appreciate their points of view. Nobody desired that the European community 
should have had a large stake in India and there was no qu6tion, as he had 
often stated in the Assembly of their being turned out or dealt with unjustly, or 
unfairly. But if those interests were to be used to deter early realisation of the 
goa1 of responsible Government by India then those who took the view of Mr. 
Langford Jam~s would have to thank themselves if the indigenous populati:;n 
took a definitely hostile attitude.. 

He hoped there would be an early repudiaHon by responsible Europeans 
and the European Press in India of the sendmenls contained in his speech, but so 
far he had not noticed any such disapproval. It was speeches like this which 
gave accessivn of strength to the Swarajists in their obstructive programme 
and produced bitterness of feeling throughout the country. 

Referring to the position resulting from the eJections and pros~cts of 
deliberations of the Gauhati Congress, Mr .. Rangachariar said that under the ' 
presidency of his able and distinguished friend, Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar, he hoped 
the door would be opened for a union of all the nationalist forces. ContinumJ(1 

be said that Madras had in a large measure declared itself Swarajist, chiefly 
because the people there had to get rid of a t urely communal ministr}'• 

The first opportunity should be taken by the CvngteSS to revise its pro
gramme so as to give provincial autonomy in such. yital ma:ters as acce.ptance 
of offic~ or resort to obstruction because cond1t1ons vaned from provmce to 
province. In Bengal, for instance, so long as the Ordinance was there and the 
detention without trial of prisoners continued one could understand a resort to 
the policy or obstruction in that presidency, futile though obstruction was. ¥ut 
the opportunities of doing considerable good to the country through workmg 
the Reforms was possible in Madras and if the Reforms had not been a thorough 
success in this pmvince it was because the c:ommunal mini~try was enthroned in 
power. The new ministry had the moral support of Mr. Srmtvasa lyengar !lnd 
his Party, but it could not effectually wo!k t? the g~. of the: provmce or, lJ? a 
bold and independent manner, proceed With 1ts obJective wnhout the acuve 
support of the Congress Party. 
. Mr. Rangachariar regarded the next three _years as an important state in 
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the political development of Ind~a,. because the period came Ju.s~ be(~re the 
enquiry by the Statutory CommiSSLOn, and he deplored the dtvsstons m the 
Nationalist forces.. Continuing, he said that the policy of obstruction was not 
an end in itselt.. No politician would hesitate to resort to obstruction if circum. 
stances demanded it, but what he objected to was the determination of the 
policy of obstruction beforehand. His opinion was that the repres'!ntatives in 
the Legislatures should be given full freedom to decide for themselves what 
course of action was best suited as occasion demanded and if they erred there 
were always the electorate and public opinion to corre-ct them. He applied to 
aU Congressmen attending the Gauhati Sessim to seize the opportunuftes fur 
united action. 

The experience of the last six years in the Legislatures in which they bad to 
often change their programme and policy of action was sufficient to show the 
Jack of wisdom in laying r'own any hard and fast rules by the Congress for 
adoption by the popular representatives in the Legisfaturt'S. It wa.s somewhat 
disappointing for him to read Pandit Motilal's statement in whkh he spoke o£ 
the maxima and. minima of their demand. If Mr. Gandhi wa.s going to be a 
"silent spectator, as he threatened to be, and if Pandit Motilal Nehru was 
going to take an unflinching attitude then the prospects of union, fur which 
efforts we~ being made by Mrs. Naidu and others, appeared to be gloomy. 

Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta•• Threat. 
In an interview to a Press representative Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, leader 

of tl\e Congress Party in the Bengal Council, said that it was his opinioR that 
having regard to the strength of his own party and the return of a number of 
members who did not beJong to his party but were oppo!ed to the revival of 
Dyarchy it would be most difficult in Bengal to fotm a ministry when the Council 
met. Asked whether there was any likelihood of a change of policy at Gauhati, 
Mr. Sen Gupta said; '' \Ve are bound by the pledge on which we snught election 
and until the Congress at Gauhati alters in any respect the resolution adopted 
at Cawnpore last year will bind us and will be strictly followed by us in Bengal,. 
Personally, to me, it seems impOSbible to even entertain the proposal of the 
acceptance of ministry anJ the consequent revival of Dyarchy in Bengal, having 
regard to the continued detention for over two yearS without tnal a large number 
of public men. Moreovert there has been no respopse of any kind on the part of 
the Government in the direction of a change of the constitution. Not only ha-s 
there been no indication of any relaxatton of policy pursued Qy the Government 
with· reference to the two matters mentioned, but on the contrary we have the 
European Association through its president expressing their views which clearly 
make it impossible fur any honourable Indian to think of any change of ~licya 

The people of India do not differentiate, and in my opinion qutte rightly, 
between official and non--official Europeans in India. Lord Lytton pleaded, only 
the olher nil.'ht, for mutual trust between the people of India and England. The 
answer, flat No* has now been given by the President of the European Association 
in the presence 'and without any protest of Their ExceUencies the Governor of 
Bengal and· the Viceroy of India. The European Association d~-eires a free 
fight lo the finish.. ls it any wonder that the Indian regards all this talk of co
operation as a huge farce? I would have taken no notice of Mr. Langford 
James's speech or the sentiment underlying it, but for the fact tha.t be spoke as 
the President of the European Association in Bengal. I feel, it is my duty as 
a member of the Indian National Congress, as leader of the Swaraj Party in 
Bengal and also as the Mayor of the City of Calcutta to s~und a note of warning .. 

I say with aU the emphasis that 1 can command and wilh a full sense of 
responsibility tha.t if Mr. Langford James or bis compatriots continue making 
speeches of the style of which we had a specimen last Tuesday night, it would not 
he long before the challenge of the European community was taken np by the 
people of India. The elementary fact which should not be overlooked by the 
Europeans in India is that they· total at the; outside two and a half or three 
Jakhs. Half a million men, suffi.Clently desperate, would be more than enough 
to gi\·c them such trouble as to make them realise their singuJarJy precarious 
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position in thi~ country. Tlle Congress is pl~lged to non~violence and its 
members are srncerely an:<ious that the struggle for Swaraj should be canied on, 
on non-violent lines. It pains me to think that our eff'orts sh::mld be frustrated 
by gentleme~ of .the ilk of.Mr-. Langford James. Once more. I warn Mr. Langford 
J3:mes and hts. fnends agamst such outl>ursts as we bave witnessed lately. The 
~dis ~f Provtdence grind slowly, but they grind, exceeding small. The events 
1n Chtna ought to be an eye-opener to the more sanouinary section of tbe 
European Community. a. 

The European Association and the Y. M. C. A. 
The adoption of 3 new eonstitution for the Council of the Association and 

a heated debate on the resolution on- Y M C A and politics were the features 
of the annual m~ting of the European Association in Calcutta~ on the 19th 
February 1927. 

Mr. C. B. Chartres, incoming-President, in moving thanks or the Associa
tion to the branches for their work during the past year eulogised the record 
amount of work done by the branches and said that the one special feature h:ts 
-been that all branches- h~ld successful dinners at which Governors of their 
respective provinces were gues!s and took the opportunity· of making public 
utterances. 

Sir Hubert Carr then moved the adoption of alterations in rules and 
.branch regulations and said that the prop~ed alterations were aimed at giving 
the council an all-India. character. Election to the council must not be by a 
small meeting but by referendum. It was hoped by securing members of the 
Council fron different provinces to secure tlle very best experience that 
the community could offer. Members of tbe Council being in different provin
ces could not be any handicap as most of the important business transacted 
by the Council was done by circulation and that there was plenty of time for 
consulting all member of the council. The meeting then adopted the new 
constitution. 

Y. M. C. A. And Politics 
Mr. Hobbs then moved his resolution :-"That the European Associati"n in 

India view with gravest disapproval the increasingly _active part ta.ken in 
politics in India by the secFetaries employed by Y M C A and urge English 
National Council immediately to take steps to reca11 British Secretaries who 
persist in taking active part in political work and in future to ensure that any 
men sent from Eng.land shall be pledged to religious, physical, educational 
and recreational work, aiso that they shall be pledged not to engage in political 
work of any kind nor permit political propaganda to be carried on in their 
haUs or to assist those who tour India· with political missbns." The resolution, 
after a heated debate in which speeches were made both for and against the 
motion was adopted after omitting the words "increasingly active" in the first 
sentence of the motion. Mr .. Hobbs said :-

u To-night it is my object to rouse· sufficient interest to see what can be 
done to check paid servants of the Y M C A from seUing their time to promo
ters of anti-British political movements, to let the public know that to-day the 
Y M C A in India is as far from religion as modem science has left Moses. 
In 1917 or 1918 the European control of the Y M C A .in India came to an end. 
Dr .. Dutta and Mr. K.. T. Paul assumed charge and incidents in regard to litera
ture distributed among Drilish troops in Mesopotamia came to my ~rs. With 
many friends in the Army I soon heard what was going. on in the Unned States 
where 1 spent some time in 1919- I found they spoke badly .of the Y M C A and 
being slightly interested I collected notes. In 1920, the Ind1an press commented 
on 1.3 resolutions passed by the Convention dealing with the YMCA, one of 
which was certainly the declaration of an intention to take up. politics. Theu 
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its organ "The Young Men .of India" attracted notice.. Articles violently · 
anti~Briti~h and some in eulogistic terms about Russian revolutionaries began 
to appear. Cr~ticism forced the cdito~ and otbe~s. to point out that 'writers of 
contributed arhcles were alone respoDS:tble for op1mons they expressed unless 
it is otherwise stated.-' The result of deviation from relig1on to politics was 
soon noticeable. In Calcutta in 1921, when the Prince of Wales came to Indiat 
the Branch in the College Street was reported by the Police to be the nest of stone
throwers. Then at the Rotary Ctub, theY M C A and at other meeting places in 
CalcuUa disturberS appeared evidently trained in one scbool who spoke in such 
a way that when they left off, it was easy to see their mission was to create 
uneasiness, arouse suspicion and gradually work up the finale of bitter hatred 
of everything Eng !ish." 

After referring to the visit to Calcutta of one Dr. Sherwood Eddy, Professor 
K. L. Saunders and Prof. H. E. \V'ard w~ he said, made anti-British propo-. 
gandist speeches, Mr. Hobbs asked: "Why did Eddy and Saunders conceal 
the fact that they were on the staff of theY M C A tn My next question would 
be "Was Vv~ard one of their men ai:!'O?" 

Proceeding, Mr. Hobbs said: "On page 13 of the ·y M C A Calcutta 
Drauch Report for 1925, I read that educational work maintained its standard, 
for amcng these who lectured to the boys was Mahatma Gandhi. They evidently 
had not the nerve to try him on the older members, but on boys. No doubt 
these youngsters had an opportunity such as nauseated some of us at the Euro. 
pcan Association and the Rotary Club when the Chairman and others fawned 
over and smirked the man wh!J told the millions to insult that messenger of 
peace and goodwill, the Prince of Wales, and whose political career has been 
marked by unspeakable horrors and milestones of murdered peoplee 

u Perhaps from that you will begin to undersland that theY M C A has no
thing at all to do with politics. As Mr .. D. F. Maclelland, Secretary of the 
Uurma Y M C A, recently informed hls members that the country possessed 
a real leader and servant in Mr. Gandhi and rea 'ers were able to gather that 
in Mr. Maclelland they had a man who talked disloral tosh. Even Mr. F. E. 
Jam'C:s in his Chapter on the life of Mahatma Gandht, where he says that weak
minded illusionist and legal mediocrity is second Jesus Christ, would probably 
deny that he indulged in politics although on the 9th February 1926, when Mr. 
J A Spender was lecturing to the Rotary Ctub, Mr. F E James in the passage. 
at-arms proudly asserted that Turks had asked the Y .M ¥ (\ t~ run Turkey. 
Of c lUtse, the Y M C A could not have been meddhng w1th International 
politics for that proposal to be made or a fable to be inventede All one can say 
is, "God save Turkey." I believe there are men on the staff of the Y M C A, 
wlt? agree with met who resent deviation into the dangerous paths and corruption 
of Indian politics and wh3 in secret welcome my attack on a decadent institution~ 
The fact that they have not come out into the light of day speaks for itseJf. AU 
are n~t political agitators.. Many among them live up to the principles of the 
founder of the Association. The Red Triangle stands for soul, mind and body. 
The colour of the triangle is not the tint of their political creed., 

Opposing Mr Hobbs, motion, Mr. F E WiJmill denied that their work had 
anything whatever to do with theY M CA. As regards Mr FE James he was too 
well known to them for the speaker to defend him. Mr James had done valuable 
work c;m the Cou~cil. of the Association as also as a member of the Legislative 
C.lUttc1l. Mr. Wdm1U asserted that there was no ground whatever for the associa
tion to act on the lines indicated in the resolution. 

Sir Hubert Carr, an ex· President, suggested that now that they bad drawn 
the attention to the stale of affairs they should drop the motion. Eventually the 
motion was put to vote and declared carried amidst e:heers. 

General Secretary'• Spirited Reply. 
Dr. S. K. Datta, the General Secretary of the National Council of the 

Young Men's Christian Association, India, Burma. anj Ceylcn, addressed to 
the General Secretary of the European Association> Central Administration> 
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Calcutta, a reply to the resolution passed at the annual general meeting or the 
European Association held on the I8th February. In the course of the letter 
Dr. Datta states:- · 

"I note that you have failed to forward the evidence on which this resolu
tion was based, but.u~ ••. I take it that the materiais on which the resolution was 
pa-ssed are to be found in the rcp0rts of the two speeches which were delivered 
on that occasion". 

u A Baseless Charge " 
The letter refers to Mr. Hobbs having moved the resolution in a speech 

lasting forty minutes and goes on :-
Mr. Hobbs opened his attack by stating that in the recent history of the 

Y M C A :'there had been a dangerous and mischievous perversion of a move~ 
ment". He further added that in England it haci become closely associated 
with the Labour Party and that it was a tragedy "that so admirable a movement 
should take the broad road which leads to anarchy." -Such a charge is, I believe, 
absolutely baseless. and can easily be refuted by anyone who will consult the 
list of members of the English National Council of Y M C A •s. He spoke of the 
Y M C A being essentially " Briti10h in principte•t. I regret I am una hie to 
follow the speaker in this, for white it \\'as true that the founder of the Y M C A 
was British, its principles have been Christian, and Chris!ianity is greater than 
nationalism. The speaker then stated that the Y M C A (apparently in 
England) had been severely hanjled by an English journal for ventures in trade. 
I may point out that the English National Council appointed a Committee of 
Enquiry consistinl! of Lord Askwith, Sir R. V~ Vassr-Smith and Mr~ F. Gore~ 
Brownet K. C. The conclusions of this Committee stated that " there is no 
ground for the sugg-estion !hat the Y M C A has Leen guilty of unfair or 
unjus:.ified competitioon. 

European Control 
The next charge affirms that in 1917-18, European control of theY M C A 

came to an end.' ••• The control of the Indian Federation of Y M C A 1S is 
vested in a National Council consisting of 30 members. Turning to the list 
I find that IS of these are British, two Anglo Indians, one American and 1~ 
Indians. I would also take the opportunity to refer to the fact that the Presidents 
of almost every important local Association in Indiat Burma and Ceylon are 
Englishmen, and I pay a tribute to their devotion and to the serious interest 
they take in their work. Not one of them has even raised the objection that 
the movement is becoming more Indian. Indeed they rejoice in the fact that 
this is the case. 

"Unpleasant Literture" 
Another reckless statement made by Mr. Hobbs (and apparen!ly accepted 

by your Association) was the one which suggested "unpleasant hterature" 
was distributed by the Y M C A to the troops in Mesopotamia. I (>resume 
that this is supposed to have occurred during the War as our connectwn with 
Mesnpotamia ceased almost immediately after. Again we are prepared em
phatically to deny this charge and I would point out that the head of our work 
in Mesopotamia, the Rev. L. A. Dixon, was men!ioned in Sir Percy Lake's 
despatch and also in General Marshall's final despatch on Mesopotamian 
opera lions. 

Among those who publicly recorded their appreciation of the work done by 
the Y M C A in War- areas were the Secretary of State (or India and General 
Bingley. Again we have two letters1 written to Mr. Paul by Sir Charles Munro~ 
then Commander-in-Chief in lndia. In one of these letters be says, "I desire 
to convey to the Indian National Council of the Y M C A and its personnel 
my grateful appreciation, as well as that of the Army in India, of the magnificent 
service Tendered by them, for the comfort and welfare of the British and 
Indian Army. u 

AUeged Change of Policy 
The ne~t series of char~es refers to the alleged cltange of po1icy in the 

activities of theY M C A C0nvention in 192o ...... Now this resolution as it stant!S 
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was drafted by a Committee, a prominent membe~ of whic~ was .Mr. W. R• 
Gourlayt Private Secretary to the Governor. He reahsed that 1f lnd1a was to 
be prepared for self-govemmen!, as determined upon by Parliament, it was 
necessary for us to give young men this help far them to become good citi~ens • 

...... We have resolutely refused to become the agents of any kind of poli
tical propaganda; but we are convinced that the discussion and study of matters 
of public importance is a necessary outlet for young men in order that they may 
form opinions that are not one--sided ....... 

We repudiate any suggestion that we have ever permitted our Associations 
to be used for purposes of political propaganda or ·by political parties. In 1923 
we felt that our resolution might be misunderstood, and so we presented to the 
Convention a resolution, which is possibly clearer in its wording and was not 
open to misconception. 

"Young Men of India " 
Reference was made by Mr. Hobbs to the Journal of the National Council 

ofY M C A's called the "Young Men of India u; and we are informed that 
"articles violently anti-British, some in eulogistic terms of Russian revolutionaries, 
began to appear." ...... On the whole it was held that these (four) articles might 
have the effect of causing mistrust and bad feeling ; and the Executive took 
certain practical steps including the appointment of a committee, to scrutinise 
articles contributed to the "Young Men of India," in case they were con
troversial in tone.. Since then no complaint has come to us regardin~ our 
IDagazine. I may add further that the statement regarding the publication tn the 
''Young Men of Indian of articles eulogising '"Russian revolutionaries" has 
no foundation whatsoever .. 

Alleged Stone-Throwing 
During this period of stress (1921·22) Mr. Hobbs tells us tbat the College 

Street Branch in Calcutta was reported by the Police to be a u nest of stone
throwers." This is the first time that 1 have heard the charge mentioned, and 
I naturally investigated the matter. I bave before me a statement made by Mr. 
C. 5. Paterson, who has lived in the building for many years and still a resident 
there. He says that during the Prince of Wales's visit to Calcutta the building 
was decorated with 11.ags, and was the only one so decorated in the immediate 
vicinity. As far as Mr. Paterson knows, no stones were ever thrown from the 
building. As a matter of fact the Police were given the courtesies of the buil- • 
ding and made free use of our telephone for their business. I may add that the 
Prince of Wales never passed by 86 College Street during any time of his visit. 

Speecbes at the Rotary Club 
I pass now to the statements made regarding the speeches of Dr. Eddy 

and Dr. Saunders at the Calcutta Rotary Club, an institution with which I may 
say .the Y M C A is not even remotely connected. Dr. Eddy was a member 
for nearly twenty years of the staff of the Indian Y M CA. He left India in 
1911. He is most certainly not a revolutionary he has been represented to be, 
but in any case he is not on the Y M C A strength in India. 

Next comes the case of Prof. K. J. Saunders. lfMr. Hobbs will only turn 
up the proceedings of the Rotary Club, he win see that the statement made by 
b1m that. Dr. Saunders had described himself as a Canadian educated in California, 
was a mtS-statement. 

As a matter of fact, Dr. Saunders was educated at Clifton and Emmanuel 
Colle~ e. Cambridge. He holds the degree of "Doctor of Literature" con'erred 
on htm by his University. At present be is Professor in the" Pacific School 
of Religions,'' 13erkley, California. Dr. Saunders came to India under the 
Church MissiOI)a~ Society on the staff of Tdnity Coliege, Kandy.. Before the 
War he was appointed to the staff of the Indian National Council as the Literary 
Secretary. He was sent by the Y M C A to France with the first contingent to 
the Indian Army in 1914--

Tbe reason he resig:ned his .P?Sition in 1921 was the fact that two of his 
brothers, one an officer m the Br1trsh Army and the other an officer in the Navy, 
had emerged from the War with their constitutions shattered. Dr. Saunders 
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wrole to me definitely saying that he felt it was necessary for him to obtain a 
more lucrative appointment in order to help these two brothers. \Vas it decent 
of Mr. Hobbs to refer to Mr. Saunders as a "funk hole Christian of the Y M 
C A"? ...••• 

"' A Barefaced Lie n 

Rev. E. C. Dewick~ a member of our staff, also an Englishman, was also 
bitterly assailed by Mr. Hobbs .••••• 

There is one statement to which I feel a special rejoinder is necessary. 
Apparently the European Association accepted as proved Mr. Hobbs's statement 
that the Y M C A Boy Scouts are prevented from singing H God Save the King." 
The Y M C t\ is connected with the Boy Scout Movement in the following 
provinces :-The Punjab. the C. P.J Madras Presidency and Burma. \Ve have 
made enquiries at the official head-quarters of the Boy Scouts Organisations. 
Th.e replies indignantly repudiate Mr. Hobbs1s statement, the Provincial Secre. 
tary of the Boy Scouts Association1 telegraphing from Nagpur that it was a 
"barefaced lie" so far as Central Provinces are concerned. 

Both Mr. Hobbs and his seconder Mr. J. N. Becker spoke of Bolshevik 
influence in theY M CAin China. Unfortunately we are not in a position to 
make a statement regarding China as the YMCA of India has no organic 
connection with the Y M C A of China~ ..... 

On the other hand, we have in our records statements made by a promi
nent Russian revolutionary, and by the anti-Christian Society in China, regard
ing- theY M CA. The leader of the Russian "Picneers." (The Russian Youth 
Movement) says definitely! "The Boy Scouts and theY M C A develop loyalties 
to God, country and the King. That is why we consider them our enemies}' 
Indeed, before the World Conference of theY M C A's recently held at Helsing
fors, a determined and virulent campaig-n was carried on by the anti~re1igious 
organs of the Russian Press, and within the last few months theY M C A move. 
mentt which was seeking to relieve the needs of students in Ru-s-sian Universities, 
was e-.:pe'led by the Bolshevik Government. In China a similar situation has arisen. 

The resolution, as it stands, is a direct censure on one of our British Secre~ 
taries, Mr. F. E. James. Let there be no quibbling about this. If Mr. James 
has been a member of the Legislative Council, it was at the invitation of the 
leaders of the European community in Calcutta. To say the least, it ":'as 
ungracious of the European Association to pass this vote of censure, wbtch 
involved Mr~ James. 

Annual Meeting of the Calcutta Y. M. C. A. 
An important pronouncement on the question raised by the European 

Association regarding the alleged political activities by theY M C A was made 
hy the Bishop of Calcutta speaking at the annual meeting of the Calcutta 
Y M C A. on the 9th March 1927. He said he did not want to say any
thing about the particular charges which had been brought against the Y M 
C A for the sufficient reason th.'lt he did not think things could stay where 
they were at present. Specific charges had been made by a responsible body 
against another highly responsible body, and either on one side the evidence 
must be adduced which would substantiate the charges or else the charg~ 
should be withdrawn. He felt that the European Association was every whit 
as much upon its trial as the YMCA. Its reputation was at stake no l~ss 
than that of the Y 1\I C A, because a highly responsible bodyt representative 
of much of the business :-bility, intellect and influence of the Europ~n 
population. not only in Calcutta, but aU over India, had sent up a resolution 
which embodi~ certain principles, and that resolution was formulate~ ?e~ 
cause of certatn charges made against the Y M CA. The European AssoctatJon 
must substantiate those cha;ges or else it would lose its reputation in the eyes 
of fair-tlllnking and right minded men and women. 

Proceeding, the Bishop said he would not say anything about the specific 
charges, because they ought to be investigatedt and one ought not to speak on 
things un-der investtgation and upon which judgment had not yet been passed. 
In the first place, it had been held that no secretary of the Y M C A should take 
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an active part in politics. If it wet; in England he would .. agree, because there, 
to take part in the counsels of the nahon, a man was requtred !o devote ·prac
tically tbe whole of his time to the work, and he was also a patd servan! of !he 
Crown. In India the pC'sition was entirely different. Here, the. LeJ:nsla.ttve 
Councils met for short re,.iods two or three ti~es a ye-ar. In Ind1a, toot there: 
was communal representati('ln~ 'They had, for mstance, t~e rep:esent~tlon of 
the European communitv. There were no Europeans of Jetsure 10 Ind1a and, 
therefore. they had to Obtain somebody who was emploved by others to represent 
them in the Bengal Council and in the Legis~ative Assembly. 

The Indian Christian commul'lity needed representation at Simta. Were 
they ~oinsr to say that they would nryt employ any man who was employed by 
others T Surely they could not say that in the case of 1he Indian Christian com
munity. It was rerhars pC"s~iMc tn nhtain a more leisureO man. but they 
wanted the best ma:n in such an infl.ucntia.1 and representative body as the 
Assembly, anrl ir be ltappened to be a: Y M C A Secretary. it shoutrl not be im
possible fur him to give so much of his time as attcnd~nce in Assemb~y demanded~ 
He had hoped that this )'ear they would have St>cn Dr. Dutta aRain represent
ing- the Indian· Christian community in tlte Assembly. Dr. Dutta was a man 
of ability and independent judgment. and artel' all. if a man was to represent 
a community. he should be ab1e to think and speak what was in his ~ind, and 
not necessarily merely endorse whatever !hose in authority might say. 

In the next place they were toJd that the concerns or the AssN:iation should 
he religion, education and recreation. He had always been brought up to 
llefieve that religion covered aH life and meant a paYticular attitude towards 
life in its several departments. In the same way he was Jed to believe that 
educatiC\1l was not limited to any particular subject. but c-o ... -ered the whole 
range of suhjects that men had to deal with. So, though ltc believed and whoJiy 
endorsed the cpinion that the Asscciati(>n brut to deal with rcligicnt education 
and recreation he certainly did not hold that this should rule out any depart 
ment nf Jife in whie:h men needed educatic.n :tnd the Christi:tn point of view. 
TheY M C A was out to help young men to take a Christian point of view en 
every subject. 

Annual Meeting of the Bombay Y. M. C. A. 
A spirited refutaticn of the Europf'an A~scdaticn's charges arainst theY M 

C A was made in the speeches delivered at the annual meeting of the Dombay 
branch of theY M C A on the 31st March 1927. Mr. H. W. Nelsen, who presided, 
entirely endorsed the able slatemei!t made by Dr. Dutla. He added the Asso
ciation had nothing to fear from critidsm. He must say it carne as a surprise to 
him that such a bitter attack should be made apparently without foundation by 
a political body on a Christian organisation. The pcsiticn, he declared, could 
not be left as it was and unless the resolution passed by the European Asscciation 
was withdrawn a fuU enquiry into the char~:es should be made and he was con
fident a full refutation would ensure, thereby leaving theY M C.& in a stronger 
positicn to carry on the work which it had so ably dcne for so many years. 

The Governor's Speech~ 
H. E~ the Governor of Bombay. Sir Leslie Wilson, Patrcn of the Association, 

made a VJgo?"«?US defence of theY :M !=A. He entirely agreed with the Chairman 
that the pc.Sitlcn could not be left as It was. H It would be falal if on the cne hand 
the imprenion_ is st~ngtbe~~d.that t!te European Associalion of Calcutta is need
lessly prcsecut1Dg an Orf'!antsatton wh1ch dces so much work in India or on the 
other. hand that the Y M C A is an institution in active sympathy with the 
enem1es of the Slale. Now I can only speak so far as India is concerned with 
a kn~w1ed~e nf Bombay and I say without any hesilation whatever that l know 
of no mstance here where the Y M C A bas taken any part in politics. It is un
d~btedly true that membets do ~iscuss politics and it is only ri~ht they should." 
Hts E)iceUency ~u~ted the resoJutJo~ rass~d by the v M c A cowention in 1920 
that the Asscoatton should aUy llself m no sense with party politics and pro
c ee-ded," Let us rememl:er first of all that it wculd te as impcssibJe as it would 



ANNUAl. MEETING AT BOMBAY & KARACHI 109 
in my opinion be undesirable for members of the v M c A to refrain (rom taking 
an inteUigtnt interest in political questions of the day; more particutarly so fur 
as they affect the country in which they live, although it is really equallv im
portant that they should take a tlvely interest in these days in international 
politics as wen. To say that they should not do so would be exactly the same 
as suggesting that the unions at Oxford and Cambridge and 'other universities 
should be suppressed and as is welt-known there is always very free discussion 
on political matters in these uniors. Such discussions among the members of 
the v M c A are to my mind most useful and any attempt to suppress them would 
not only be useless1 but would do much harm. It appears also that it is thought 
by some that the Association was becoming too much indianised. A~ain I can 
only speak with knowledge of Bombay, but I should regret very much ifit were 
not a fact that lnrlians took a keen interest in the work of the Association, and 
held positions of trust and responsibility in it. The y M c A is a Christian 
movement and even as I here is at the moment a Bill bef0re the Imperial Parlia. 
ment known as the Indian Church measure which has for its object ~iving to 
India and tb,:,se who reside in India a greater control of Church matters in India, 
so we onght to be glad if in a movement such as the v M c A there are many 
Indians coming forward, proud and willing to help in the many activities of the 
Association." Prcceeding, His ExceUency deprecated "these discussions an<l 
differences of opinion with regard to a movement which is a christian movement 
and which has for its sole object the prosperity of the younger generation of all 
nationalities." He then paid a warm tribute to the Association's vrork in war, 
in many theatres of operations whether in peace or in war. He said: "I know 
of no other institution which has_ so unselfishly and so whole-heartedly worked 
for the benefit of young men of whatever nation they may be~ No one can 
deny these facts and while it is true that memories are short and that war 
memories are getting distant I frankly ccnfess I find it difficult myself to believe 
that a movement such as yourS, based as it is on the experience of years of trial 
and anxiety, with a record of proved utility to hundreds of thousands of young 
men, can think of taking an active part in politics, more particularly as that 
part, whtch it is suggested it may play, is one which might prove detrimental to 
the best interes(S of the Empue. Personally, so far as Bombay branch of the 
yMcA is concerned, I can only ask you to go on as ycu are doing, helping by 
your religious work, by your physical education, by your enthusiasm in promot
mg sport, by your educational and sccial activities and give to young men of 
Bombay and the Presidency that help which I believe you and you above all 
others can give. 

Annual Meeting of the Karachi Y. M. C. A. 
The twetity.second annual general meeting of the Karachi Young Men's 

Christian Association was he!d on the 30th May 1927~ Mr. W. F. Hudson~ Com
missioner in Sind, presiding. The President of the Association, Mr. F. Clayton, 
in the course of a lengthy address said :-11 A question on which I desire to 
make some comment is the vexed one of the Y M c A and politics. In this 
there appear to be two issues, firstly, the development of a political atmos. 
phere w1thin the Assosiation and, secondly, the advisability of its sa1ar~cd 
leaders entering the Assembly, or the councils. My main reason for dealmg 
with the question is that my position as the President of the Karachi Asso-. 
dation may be made quite c!ear to our citizenst without whose generous support 
given ungrudgingly in either money, time or work, this branch could ~ot 
continue to exist. When soliciting assistance, we have met with se.arch.ng 
enquiries on this question; but fortunately have been .able to reply w1th com
plete satisfaction. lt was during my absence from Karachi in the_ latter part 
of 192.3 that the tendency to develop .a political atmosphere wlthm the. Y M 
c A in India first attracted my attentton. After my return to Karacbt lhe 
question continued to give me deep concern until early in 1924. I felt it my 
duty to discuss the subtect with the Board of Directors. The carefully c~n.sJ
dered decision of those dtscussions was that there should not be any poll t~cs 
wbatever within this Association. Wherever a religious, charitable or SQcral 
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organisatioU: has become dominated by politics. disaster has followed. Karachi 
saw the trend of events. Some other associations realised the danger ahead as 
also did a number of individuals interested in upho1ding the real functions of 
y "' c A work, amongst whom was H. E. the Commander-in-Chief of the Army in 
this country. • ~ 

In this conn~ction I would draw your attention to a resolutton whtcb H. E.. 
tl>e Commander-in-Chief of the Army in India submitted to the National Con
vention of Secretaries of the Y M c A in India which re~d :--

"The Convention agree that the Association should ally itself in no sense 
with party politics and discussion on political questions or on questions which 
are likely to assume a political aspect should be rigidly excluded. It believes 
that the Association should exert its influence in every Christian way possible 
towards the complete app1ication of the teaching or Jesus Christ to commercial, 
industrial and s'lcial questions and should stand for justice and fair play in both 
public and private life." 

At this stage may I mention that in March this year a conference of the 
General Secretary of the Chief branches in India and Ceylon was held in Calcutta 
but while Karachi distinctly comes within the category of a chief branch our 
General Secretary was not invited to be present. The views of this Association 
are weU~known in the Indian National Council and I can only assume it was 
desired to eliminate opposition. If our General Secretary had gone to express 
the opinion of this Association the views put forward would undoubtedly have 
been different from those approved. 

I must, however, pass on to the other issue, that of the advisability of 
salaried officials of the Association in India entering the Le;islative Assembly 
or the Legislative Councils. The persons to whom I refer either come to India 
or are selected in this country for fining positions in the P.ssocia.tion because 
they are men trained to develop the ideals far which the Y M c A stands the world 
over. Instead of this part of their time and the money subscribed to pay for 
their services are being alienated to a political object. Perhaps I had better 
make quite clear what I mean by alienation of time and funds. The salaries of 
such men, whether paid by subscriptions raised in England, America or India 
are provided from money given to Association work and its objects and I should 
doubt if any one of such subscribers would be satisfied to know that a part of 
the time of some officials is or has been spent in work other than fot the Associa
tion. To the extent that time is given to the legislatures, so far are the funds 
provided for Association work being alienated to other objectives. In proof 
that the diversion of Y M c A officials' attention to politics does affect their 
Association t may here mention that no senior official of the National Council 
has been able to find time during several years past to visit Kat'achi. Unless this 
political work is stopped friends of theY M c A will undoubtedly withdraw their 
support and the work of the Association will suffer accordingly. I know of one 
definite instance not in Karachi, where a very valuable co~~;tribuU\::n was withheld 
for some time and the Association would have felt the loss seriously if the subs
criber's general feelings had not guided the final decision. The Eoghsh National 
Council has expressed its disapproval of any member of their staff entering the 
Legislature. 

In conclusion I desire to make it clear (t} that not a pie of the money 
su~~ribed by ou~ g~nerous supporters in ~arachi ~s. used for any other than 
lcgtttmate Assoctatton work (2) that there JS no pohtlcal atmosphere in our work 
here and the sustained success of our literary section is ample proof that without 
politics increasing audiences can be interested and (3) that no subscriber in 
Karachi has so far withheld support to us on account of this vexed question and 
none need do so, for we will not have any politics in this branch. 
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!he Indian Sandhurst Committee. 
Tho Iudian Sandhnrst Committee. or otherwise as tho Skeen Com· 

mittee, was appointed in June, 1925, Tho official communique announcing 
its constitution was ns follows :-

"In the Legislative Aaaembly on tho 14th Ma1·ch last, in the course 
of the general discussion on the budget the Hon'ble Sir Alexander Mnddimnn 
gave an uo,dertsking that the Government ol India would consider the 
"ppointment of a Committee to examine the mesne of "ttrncting the best 
qualified lbdinn youths to a militsry career and of 11iving them R suitsble 
military education. With the concurrence of the Secretary ol Stste, the 

· Goventment of India have now definitely decided to appoint such a Com· 
mitteo. The Chairman will be Lieutenant-General Sir Andrew Skeen, 
K.C.B., K.C. I.E., C. M.G., Chief of the General Stair in India. The Govern· 
m•nt of India are not yet in a position to announce further details, but 
tho Committee will iucludo nou-offioinl members reprnsonting beth the 
military classes of the PO!'ulation and Indian political opinion." 

2. Tmno of Reference.-The terms of relerouoo to the Committee, os 
finally frnmed by tho Government. of India, are,.. follows:-

" To enquire and report :-{a) By whot meai!S it may be possible to 
improve upon the preaent supply ol Indian candidates for the King's Com· 
mission both in regard to number and quality. (b) Whether it is dtsimble 
nnd praeticahle to •stablish a Militsry College in India to train Indians 
for the oommiasioned ranks of the Indian Army. (o) If the •mower t<S {b) 
is in the affirmative, how soon should tho scheme be initiated nnd what 
steps should be taken to carry it out. {d) Whether, if a Military College 
is eatshlished in Indi.., it should supersede or be supplemented by 
Saudhurst and Woolwich so far as tho training of Indiaoe for the com· 
miasioncd ranks of the Indian Army is ooncornoa." 

S. Composition of the Commitloe,-Tbo Cummittee, as finally constituted, 
was composed ao follows :-

CnAffill!AN :-Lieut.-General Sir Andrew Skeen. 
MEMBERS :-Pa•dit Motilnl Nehru; Mr. M. A. Jinnab ; The Honble 

Sardar Jogotdra SinJ<b; The Hon'ble Sir Phiroz• Setbna, DiRan Babndur 
Ramachandra Rao; Nawab Sir Sabibzada Abdul Q•iyum; Honoray Capt.~in 
Hira Sin~h ; Dr. Ziand-din Ahmad; Captain J. N. Banerjee; M11.iDr Thnkur 
Zorawar Sio:gb ; (representing the Indian States); Honorary Captain Haji 
Gul Mnwnz Khan; M•jor Bala Sahib Oallo; Mr. E. Burdon. 

Pandit Motilal Nehrn tendered bis resignotion ns a member of the 
Committoo on March lltb, 1926. 

Summary of Recommencl.ationa, 
Far-r•aehing and fnudamoutal changes wore recommended by the 

Committee, their central feature being tho abondonmeut or the s·Unit 
Scheme and its replacement by a sobeme proposing that bali of the total 
cadre of Kings Commio•ioncd Gllioera in the Iudian Army be Indians in 
1962, the estsblisbment of an Indian Sandbnrst in 1933, and the opening 
of all wings of the Army to Indiana. Tho Committee recognised tho need 



SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS us 
for the highest efficiency, for the maintenance of the proportion of British 
recruitment and the possibility that the ll<lhomo might require to be modi· 
fi•d in the light of experience. The report is praotioo11ly unanimou•. The 
following are the main recommendations :-

(i) The scope ol the employment of Indians in tho higher ranks ol 
the Army in India should he greatly extended, and facilities ahould bo 
provided in India to train them lor King' a CJmmissionod rank. A sub
stantial and progreSBive IJ<lheme of Indianisation ahould be adopted, and, 
subject; to the presant standard ol effioienoy being maintained, should be 
faithfully carried out. 

Such a scheme should provide for the following measures :-
(a) In 1928, the number of vacanoies, at present ten, allotted to Indiana 

at Sandhurst should be doubled, an~ thorMfter ahould be increased pro· 
grossively until a military college on tho lines of S•ndhuNt is established 
in India. 

(b) Indians should be m>de eligible to be employed as King' a Com
miaaioned oflicera in the Artillery, Engineer, Si~nal, Tank and Air arms 
of the Army in India. For this purpose they should ha admitted to the 
Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, and the Roy•l Air Foroa College, 
Cranwell, provided they qualify by tho aame tests as British boys, until 
the occasion arises to oreata corresponding faoilitiea for their training in 
India. From 1928 eight vacancies should be allotted to Indians at Wool
wich and two at Cranwell, and those numbers should he increased pro-
gressively, in due proportion, · 

(c) In 1933, i.e., aa aoon as the improvements recommended in matters 
of suboidiary importance, connected with the securing of suitable candidates 
for the Army, have bed time to take effect, a military college, with an 
eatablishment at the start of 100 cadets doing a three years' course, should 
be created in India on the model of Sandhurs~ The establishment of the 
college should he inoreaaed pragressively. 

Suooessful cadets from the college should bo granted the King's Com· 
miaaion in His Majesty's Land Forces. 

(d) In order to secure the m•inteoonce of the Imperial connection in 
military matters, 20 vacancies should continue to be reserved for Indians 
at Sandhnrst after the opening of the Indian military college. 

Under the scheme propnsed half the total cadre of offioers in the Indian 
Army would be Indians in 19~2. 

(ii) Steps should he taken to maintain the proportion of British reoruit
m&nt required. 

(ii) Indian King's Commissioned officors trained at the Indian military 
oollege should complete their initial in England. 

(iv) Within reason questions of finance should not be allowed te stand 
in the way of giving effect; to these proposals. 

( v) The Prince of Wales' Royal Indian Military College, Debra Dun, 
should he gradually expanded up to the limit most suitable lor an educa· 
tional institution of this character. Tile control of the college should 
remain in the hands of the military authoritiea, and ita ma.in object should 
oontinue to be the production of boyo for the Army and Navy. Its ourri· 
culum and atandard of teaching should, however, he carefully adju•ted with 
s view to securing also that the oourse of education at it confers a qu•linoa· 
tion recognised by the University authoritieo, 

1!1 
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When the expaneion of the e:.:isting college is complete, a second eollege 
011 the some linea should, if oiroumatanoea demand it, he opened in some 
other part of India. 

(vi) The Governmen~ of India should impress upon eduoational autho
rities the paramount national importance of ref!lrming the ayallem of 
education In Indi~> With a view to devel'oping in the pupils of the ordin&I'f 
&ehoola and eollegoa thoee charaolleristios, so easential io an Army ollioer, to 
which little or no attention is lit present l"'id by them, and should appeal 
to them to reol'ganiae the institutions under their control to this end. 

(vii) The upper age limit for entrance to the Army should for the 
prose!~!; remain unchanged. The ultimate aim should be to reduce it so 
that Indian boys shall enter tho Arm,. on an equnlity as regards age with 
British boys. 

(viii) The e:.:istillg methnds of publicity should be continued, but sbonld 
be supplemented by enliating the aid of the U niveraity anthoriliiea and 
Provincial informa.tion bureau:.:. 

(b:) Entrance to · the Indian militat'f college in the oaae of osodidlltee 
from the Debra Don Colleg~ and $118 ordina.ey schools and colleges should 
be by open competitive onmin•tion. 

{:z:) The basis of selection should be wide, -and the methnd of appl,iog 
Ql s~ for the entranoe e:z:amm..tion aa simple as possible. No pre!erenoe 
ahnuld he given to any l"'rtioutar class or community. 

(:.:!) The Arm:r entrance en.mination abould be conduetsd b:v a 
single central authority at the headquarters of the Gonrnment of India, 
to which any bay, provided be poetesses oertain prescribed qualifioationr, 
should he eli~t~ole to apply direct for permiaion to attend it. 

This authority alone should have the power alter due enquiry aa to 
his qualifications and antecedents to refuse· a caudidllte permiuion to sit at 
the examination. All oandidetee whose applioa.tions are approved by this 
authority and who satisfy a militar7 medical board 1111 to their pbysionl fitneaa, 
should be allowed to attend the oential entrance e:z:amination, 

(:.:ii) Advisot'f boards should be constituted in conYenient centres for 
the purpose of advising candidates as to their chanoas of 1!1l00888 in the 
entrance e:z:amioation. Soch boards should have uo power to rejaet a 
candidate, and a candidate should oot be bonud to &bide by their verdiot. 

(:z:ili) Candidates ebonld be required to pay all e:z:pensea iDCDrred by 
them in proceeding either to attend the medical board or to sit at tbe 
eotranre eumination. · 

(:.:iv) To· be eligible to sit lor the competitive entrance e:z:aminatioll 
a boy educated at one of· the ordinary acboola should be •equired to be 
between the ages of 161- and 18! and to have passed the Matrioult.tion or 
equivalent ateudard. 

(:z:v). Boys from the Debra Dun College should enter the milit&I'f 
oollege at appro:.:imately the same age as b<!ys from the ordinal'f sohoola. 
As it is deaireble thlit boys should spend at least aix :rears at the Debra Dun 
College in order to get the mmmum benefit from it, the ag;s Iimita for 
adminion. to th& College ·Should be ·Teduoed from the preaent 111 yeara to 
U years to 10 to 11 i years. 

(:z:vi) Indian boys ednoatad in England lvho wioh to .-ive their 
militat'f . training at the Indien .militat'f callege should be required .to <Jnalif7 
b;r the sallie testa as are applieq to bofa ed1!01l~ in ~Millo · 
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(xvii) British boya w b<> wish to enter the Indian Army should, if they 

are willing, be permittrd to receive their military training at the Indian 
military college on the Mme conditione as Indian boys. 

(xviii) 'Jbe ent.rance examination sbould consist of a written exam ina· 
tion and an interview test. 'fbo final nomination should be made by II. E. 
the Viceroy on the combined rcsnlts of these two tests. The majority 
should be chosen from arn<>ng those who stand highest in the order of merit, 
bot H. E. the C<>mmander-in·Cbief should h•va the power to recommend 
the nomination of a certain percentage of candidates from among those 
who qualify, but do not stand sufficiently high to obtain nomination in the 
ordinary course. 

(lrix) Indian beys, whether educated in England or in India, who desire 
to enter Sandhurst; should be required to qualify for admission by the same 
tast us British beys. Arrangements should be made to allow them to 
compete for entrance either in England or in India. Urdu should bo 
included as an optional subject in the entrance exnmination. 

Bnye studying at tho Dobra Dun College who wish to entor Sandhurst 
abould be permitted to remaio at the college for an extra year in order to 
complete their preparation for the entrance examinntion. 

(xx) No pains should be _spared to plaeo tho machinery of the Indian 
Military College on the highest phne of efficiency which India can attain. 
Tbe instructors ahould be mainly British officers and should be picked men. 
If necessary, specially attractive terms of remuneration should be offered in 
order to secure teachers of the highest ol>p&eity and reputation. 

(xlri) The course at the Indian Military Collego ohould. in addition to 
military snbj~ts, include a peri<>d of academic study as well. It should 
last for three years, of which the first; should be mainly devoted to academic 
atndy and the last two mainly _to 11\ilitary training.-The academic standard 
attainable at the end of the C!)Ur3e should be so framed aa -to aecure apecilio 
recognition from the educational authorities. The scope of the military 
training should be the 1ume as that of the preoent Sandhnrst course, but 
it may be desirable later to oonvort the college into a combined institution 
providing also the facilities of Woolwich. . 

(:uii) The establishment of the college at the start should bo 100 
cadets. It should be inaugurated with an intake of 33 cadets a.year for the 
first three years, so that it may reach its full initial establishment in the 
year in which the first bat.ch of entrants oommonce .the .last year of their 
training. In ·the fourth ySAr of ihl Ol<iatencc, and sub!equently at intervals 
of _three years, the annual intake ohould be .increased by 12. 

(:uiii) The expensea of ·maintaining the Indian Military College should 
be reduced to tho lowest level compatible .with ellioienoy, and, in order to 
bring the college within the reaoh of Indian parents of the classes w hioh 
will provide the Dllliority of cadets, the fees charged should be bed at an 
amount w bich can be paid without hardship by parents of these classes. 

(niv) Scholarships should be provided by the Government of India 
lor 20 per cent of the beyo who .pass into the oollege annll!llly, beth to 
·enconrnge ·talent and .to ~>Uist the sops of soldiers who would ctherwiao be 
.unable ior financial reasons to ent!lr the college. 

Some of these oohol,.rsbipa should be fixed -at an amount wbioh will 
cover part ol the .expenditure on .tho bey'a education at Debra Duo, if he 
lllll been -educated !there. Apart ·from thia there ahould be no m<>dification 
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of the e:r:isMng official arrangements regulating the incidence of the cos 
of the education at the Debra Dun College, 

In addiMon the endowment of scbolarlhips through private generooity 
for boys of particular Provin-. communities and Indian Statas at Debra 
Dun and the Indian military college would be welcomed, 

(xxv) Boys who elect to receive their education at Sandhurst altar 
the military college has been established in I1.dia , should received no 
grestar 11eouniary BSBistance than that which is given at present to lodian 
boys proceeding to Sandhurst. · 

(xxvi) The arrangements for the guardianship of the Indian cadets at 
Sand hurst should be placed on a satisfaatory footing. Parents who are in 
a position to do so should be encouraged to aelect their own guardians for 
their boys, For those boys whose parents are unable to secure tbe services 
of a pereonal guardian an official guardian should be appointed. He 
should be very carefully chosen and bis duties should be precisely defined. 
In view of the boavy responsibilities which will devolve upon him, he should 
be sranted eome substantial remuneration. 

(xxvii) Viceroy's Commissioned officers who estisfy certain conditions 
sbonld be admitted to the Indian military college in limited numbers for 
ths purpose of qnolifying for the King's Commission. Candidotes should 
be selected by a board similar to that wbiob interviews candidates for 
Sandhurst. Those admitted to the college should only be requ'red to 
undergo the last two years, or the military portion, of the course. 

(=viii) Special edncational facilities should be afForded to the children 
of the classes from which Viooroy'e Commissioned officers are drawn, so that 
the best of them may have a practical chance in futnre of rising through 

- Viceroy's to King's Commissioned rank. 
(=ix) Suitable Indian students of British Universities should be granted 

direot commissions in the Army, To make this proposal effectual, the Officen' 
Training Crops at British Uninrsities should again he thrown open to 
Indian&, any expense incurred in such a step being borne, if necessary, by 
the Government of India. · 

(xxz) The time is not ripe at present for the grant of direct oommis· 
sions on aimilar lines to students of Indian Universities, 

(xz:d) Indian oadets who are oommissioned from the Indian military 
college should he attached to a cavalry or infantry unit in the United 
Kingdom for a period of one year. , 

(:nxii) Indian cadets who qualify at Woolwich, and, later, those who 
qualify in India by the course corresponding to that of Wool wicb, should 
ot,mplete lileir initial training in eXBCtly tbe same way as the British cadet 
does at present, l.•·• by attE-nding oonrses at Chatham and Cambridge in the 
case of Engineer officers and at Larkbiil in the case of Artillery officers. 

(xxxili) The " eight units scheme" should be absndoned, and Indian 
King's Commiseioned officers should be eligible to be posted to any Indian 
unit of the Indian Army. 

(:o:niv) There should be no change in the present rates of pay and 
allowaJUlee, including marriage allowances, Incidentally, married students 
abonld nat be allowed at the Debra Dun Colleg•, or married oadeta at 
Sendhnrst or the Indian military college, , 

. (nxv) A certain number of vacancies at the Indian military college 
over and abovo the Dumber of vacancies .availahlo for candidatss seeking 
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commissions in the regular Indian Army should be reserved for Indian Stat.. 
which wish to avail themselves of the benefits of the traioing available at the 
college for the purpose of giving higher training to some of the officers of 
their State Forces. 

The details of the suggested scheme of Indianisation of the Indian 
Army are shown in tabular form in the statament appended. The lolloiVing 
notes are explanatory of the statement.-

}. The normal strength of the cadre of officers of the Indi~n Army (Caval
ry and Infantry nnits) hll8 been taken 118 S,200. The annual wastage in that 
cadre bas, it is understood, never been actuarially calculatod, and it has been 
nssumed to be 160, the only figure of authority aupplied to the Committeo. 

2. It is propoaed that an increaso of 10 vacancies at S.>ndhurst should 
be aanctioned immediately. An interval must be allowed in which tn 
advertise the extra vacancies, etc. To permit of an increase in May, 1928 
the additional cadets would have to be ready to pass the examination held 
io September, 1927, and would have tn commence th•ir spacial preparation 
for the examinati<:>n at least six montbs before that. It is therefore postu
lated that tbere wowld be no increaso of actus! entrants until the September 
term of 1928, when 10 cadets iost&Bd of 5 shonld be admitted to s.ndburot, 
the axamination lor admission having been held in May, 1928. 

3· lo 1929 and io snooessive years, up to and including th., yoa.r in 
which the proposed Indian military college is opened (Wk note i following) 
it is proposed that there should be an increase ol 4 each ye.r, as a temporary 
measure, in the number of vacancies allotted to Indians at Sandhu rat. 

4. In 193:1, a millitary college on the lines of S.odhurst should bo 
opened in India. The capacity of tho college should in the firat instance be 
100 cadet., and the course of training three years. A batch of 33 cadets 
ahould join the college in 1933 and in each of the two sncoeeding yoara. 

6. Alter the opening of the Indian Military College, the number ol 
vacancies allotted annually to Indians at Sandhurst can be reduced to the 
former :figure of 20. Any vacancies at Sandhnrst not aotu>lly tak•n up by 
Indiana should be added to the establishment of the Indian Military College. 

6. In 1936, the first cadets trained at the Iudiau Military College 
receive their commissions. 

7. In 1936, the annual int.•k& at the Indian Military College is in
creased by 12, this making a total of 411 Indian cadots sent for training, 
exclusive of the 20 Injian cadets sent to S.udhurst. 

S. In 1939 and at intervale of 3 years thereafter, the annual intake 
at the Indian Military College is further increased, on eaoh OCCII8icn by 12. 
In 1942, the intake rises to 69, giving, with the 20 Indian oadeta sent for 
training at S.ndhurst, a total of 89 Indian cedets to be commissioned. 

9. In 1944, the senior Indian King'a Commissioned offioera now in 
the Army will be due to be considered for oommand of regiments. After 
this stage is passed and, it is 118sumed, pasaed suoeeaalnlly, the number of 
commissions granted to Indians rises abcve 110 per cent. ol the total annual 
roornitment to the Indian Army. 

10. In 19~2. more than liO per cent. of tbe total officer cadre of the 
Indian Army consists of Indians. 

11. The abcve ligures are eubject to a peroentage correction on account 
of inevitable W118tage and failure. This cannot be calculated precisely and 

· for the present purpose it is not neoesaary to attempt to do so, 
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may b& opened in some other pi~·~· The Government ~~ In~ia should 
impress on tho educational anthontzos the paramount natwnal Importance 
of refonnlng the system ol education to devolop the essential nh~raoteristica 
of an anny officer. The present age limit is not to be ohanged. tho ultimato 
aim being to reduce it to the British standard. Publicity sbnnld bo pushed 
with the aid of the University authorities and tho Provincial information 
bureaus. Tho method of selection should be through competitive tests, 
conducted by a single neutral authority at the Headquartars of the Govern
ment of India. No preference should hs given to any particular class or 
community, but the Commander-in-Chief ehould have the same powers aa 
tb e Army Council has of nominating candidatas not exceeding 20 per cent 
from among those who qualily bnt do not stand sufficiently high in order 
of merit. Viceroy's ComrniBBioned Officers, satisfying certain conditions. shall 
bs admitted to the Sandhurst in limited numbel's for two years. Military 
trnining and special educational facilities shall he provided to the children 
of Viceroy'• Commissioned Officers to have practical chanoe through the 
Viceroy'• Commissions of rising to King's CommiBBions. The Committeo do 
not think that the time is ripe for gnu.t of direct commissions to studenta 
of Jndion nnivenitice; but officers' training corps at British universities 
and suitable atndents among them shall bs granted direct commissions in 
the Anny. The fees to be charged at Sandhnrst should he within the 
means of upper and middle class parents. Twenty per cent Government 
86bol&rsbips and endowment of scholarships by private generosity are re· 
commended. The Committee further propose tbs.t there should he no chango 
in the present rstas of pay and allowances, including marri11ge allowances, 
and that married students and cadets b& barre.d from enteling Debra Dun 
College or either of the two &ndbursts. 

Dealing "ith the ease of Indian Ststos the Committ<>e recommend that 
a certain number of vacancies at the Itdian &ndhnrst should he reserved 
for Indian States wishing at their own expense to send for higher training 
officers of their State forces. This would hs to the advantage of India as a 
whole, tanding to increase the efficiency of the Indian State Force. 

The Committee lay particular emphasis on the qualification of guardians 
of Indian cadets at British Sandhurst. 

Of four appendices to the report one ombodiee the scheme of India
nisation in a t<>bular form and the other reproduces extracts from a lecture 
at Sandhnrst, which the Committee are definitaly of opinion contains cortsin 
pmeages open to the interpretation that the eight-unit soheme was devised 
so that no British boy would bo liablo to serve nuder the command of an 
Indian. The Committee do not believe this to be the intention of the 
Gove~11ment. _The Committae. finally refer to the personal know ledge and 
prsc~zcal expenence of moat of zts. membe:S, which have been of great and 
aptc!ol value, and express special,. cordial and respectful appreciation of the 
senzc~ of Genez"BI Ske~n, whose npe expe~e'!oe, breadth of mind, sym
patbotzc outlook nod patietc•, courtesy and skzllm oondunting the proceedinliS 
made ~hair task pleasant and facilitated its accomplishment. Tribute is 
also prud to tho work of Mr. Burdon, tho only other offioinial member of the 
Committee and of their Secretary, Major Lumby, 



Currency Commission's Recommendations 
The Tnree Government Bills. 

On the 16th January the Governm•nt of India pnblishad in a 
"Ga .. th> Extraordinary" the text of the three important bills embodying tho 
Currency Commi•sion's recommendation•. Tbe•e are (1) a bill to establish 
a gold standard onrrency for British India and oonatitnte a Reserve 
Bank of India, (2) a bill further to amend the Imnerial Bank Aot 1920 for 
certain purposes and (S) a bill to amend the Coinage Aot 1906 and the 

• Paper Currenoy Act .1925 fn.r oertain purposes and to lay upon the 
Government oertain obligations in regard to the purchase of gold and the sale 
of gold exchange. 

The Currency and Coinage Act Amendment.-The last bill aims 
at the immediate stabilisation of the rupee in relation to gold purposes 
at the rate of Is. 6d. that is tbe rate of one rupee for 8.47512 grains gold, 
and at the same time removes tho legal tender qu•lity of the eovereign 
and balf·sovereiga in accordance with the Commission's reoommendationa for 
their demonetisation in orde~ to enable a real gold bnllion standard to 
be established. In order, however, to enable small holders of these 
coins to oonvert them into legal tender money, it is proposed to provide 
for receipt of these ooins, in any quantities at their bullion value at the 
proposed rate the Commission reoommended. The Reserve Bank takes 
over the note issne and there ohould be a atatutory obligation on the 
Government to bny and sell gold on gold ·exchange at its option at the 
gold points of accepted gold parity of the rupee; bot as during the 
transitory period the Government wonld he engaged in building up gold 
holding io reserve they would not exercise the option to give gold. Clou>es 
4 and ll of this bill are designed to give effect to the recommendation os 
modified above. In other respects the bill is enbetantial!y the same in ita 
pu~poses as the hill introduoad in August last. 

The Reserve Bank.-The bill to eatablish a gold standard currenoy and 
to constitute a Reserve B~nk oooupies Ill pages of printed foolscap. It is 
proposed to give the Reserve Bank the eole right of note iseue lor 211 years 
in the firat instance subject to renewal. The capitol of the Bank should be five 
croree fully paid-up and Imperial Bank's ohareholdera wonld bo given the 
first opportonity of subscribing therefor, but as it is undesirable to give share
holder. ol the Imperial Bank. a prepondorating voioe in deciding the 
ourreucy policy ol the Reserve Bank, i~ is proposed by C!anso 4 to give the 
Imperial. Bank as an institution, and not to its individual ehoreholders, ~he 
option of subscribing 30 per cent of the capital. The Central B >ard of the 
Imperial Bank bas expressed willingness in principle in view of the other 
terma propoaed to be given te the Bank, to recommend tbis propoaal for 
the ocoeptance of shareholders. The Head Office of the Reasrve Bank will 
be in Bombay. The proposal of its having local boards in Bombay, Madras 
and Calcutta in order to .. nd representatives wbo would conetitute the Centro! 
Board is held undeairable and ao ah!lrabo)dera as a body would elect 9 

lfJ 
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Director• who are not appointed by the Government. Otbere who will oompoee 
the :Board will be a Governor and a Deputy Governor appointed by the 
Government for I! years and three Directors nominated by the Government to 
represent Commerce, Industry and Agriculture, boaidea an Officer appointed 
by the Government. The Bill empowers the Reserve Bank to receive depoait 
from private persons provided no interest is paid. It also authorisas the Bank 
for II years to advance money against Promis!Ory notss of scheduled Banks 
and thereby help in financing industry and movement of crops. The Bank is 
allowed to issue notoa of Government lor a year from the data on which it 
tnkea over the control of ourreucy and freedom Is retained to postpone the 
issue of one rupee notes !.Jr a time, ii such postponement &ppeara desirable. 

With referenoe to the size of holding of ail ver rupees in reserve, the bill 
provides lor transfer to tbe Bank of assets of such a nature as to enable the 
Bank to constitute a resarve in aecordance with the requirement& of the 
Act, and in order to give the new Bank necessary margin over the minimum 
requirements, it ia propoaed to include in &SBots transferred gold, and gold• 
securities eqnal to one half of the liabilities of the issue department. 
Clause 3~ of the Bill gives ellect to the recommendation regarding the aale 
of gold by tbe Bank and this obligation will t.'ke effect from snch date 
not later than lat Janllt\ry 1931 as Government may appoint. The Bank 
sbell not he placed in voluntnry or compulsory liquidation without the 
sanction of the Government and in such manner as the Government might 
direct. In ancb an ·event the Reserve Fund and surplus aSBet, if any, of 
the Bank will be divided between the Government and abareholdors in the 
proportion of 60 and 40 per cent respectively. The obligations imposed 
on the Government by the Currency Bill to receive sovereigns and hall
sovereigns from public at their bullion value, will be taken over by the 
R ... rve Bank oimultnneously with the transfer of conduct ol note issue to it, 

Clear cut division of functions between the Reserve Bank and the 
Imperial Bank ia the essence of the proposal creating the Reserve Bank. 
The bill embodies several other recommendations of the Commission in this 
respect. The Imperial Bank would be the sole Agent of the Reserve 
Bank at all places where there ia a br&noh of the Imperial Bank and no 
Branch of the Reserve Pank. The proposed tsrms between the two Banka 
will involve no fresh obargo on the taxp•yer. They sre designed to 
remunerate the Imperial Bank for agency work done for tho Reserve Bank 
and loas in respect of non·paying branches and to enoourege further exten
sion ol honking in India. 

lmperuli Bank Act Amendment.-The Bill amending the Imperial 
Bank Aot 1920 is brief. It is rendered necessary by the transfer to the 
Rea~e Ba?k to faoe tbe Imperial Bank from restrictions which on account 
?f 1ta h~hnd nature a;e at present imposed on it. The Imperial Bank 
IS nuthortsed by the bdl to entsr into agreement with the Reserve Bank to 
~onduct Government businees as the agent of tbe Reserve Bank. It 
IS proposed to remove the limitation now impoaed on business which the 
Imperial Bank may transact at its London Office and to give specilio 
po~er to the Bank tn op~n branches outside India in London and elsew bore. 
!t 1a also P.ropoaed to g1ve the Bank extsnded powers in regard to ita 
mt!n•al busmesa and to re-move restlictions on foreign exchange busin688 
which t~e Bank may transeot. Several minor oonaequential amendments lire 
alao notijied.! · 
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Statement of Objects and 
i23 

Reasons. 
1.-TBE RESERVB BANK. 

The following is the statement of the objeots and reasons far the bill 
to establish gnld sta11dard currency far British India and oonstitnte a Reserve 
Bank of India. 'l'he otatement runs : The objeot of thio Bill ia to give elteot 
to the recommendations of the &yal Commiesian on Indian Currency and 
Finance for the estnblisbment of a gnld standard lor India and lor con
atitnting a. Reserve Bank of India to control the working of that standard, 

The various clauses of the Bill are brielly explained below :-
Clause 1 :-It is proposed to give the bank sole right of note issue 

for a period of twenty-five years in the first instance subject to renewal as 
recommended in paragraph 141 of the Commission's report. The provision 
that the Act ahall come into force not lator than lst JIUlnary 1929 is based 

. upon time table recommended by tbe Commission in. 161i of the report. 
· · Clause 3 :-The name "The Reserve Bank of India' is that suggested 

in paragraph 92 of the report. 
· Clause 4 :-The Commi&Sion recommended that the capital of the 

Bank should be rupee• five cr•re• fully paid up and that the Imperial B~nk 
ahareholders should be given the first opportlluity of sub>aribing for eapitel 
stook of the bank as consideration for foregoing important privileges which 
the Imperial Bank now enjoys. A clear·ont division of functions between 
the Reserve Bank of India and the Imperial Bank of India is the essenee 
of the propoeal creating a Reaerve Bank and. if avoidable, it ia uudeairable 
to give the shareholders of the Imperial Bank of India a. preponderant voice 
in deciding the enrrency policy ol the Rossrn Bank. It ia, therefore, 
proposed in this ola\116 to give the Imperial Bank of India as an inatitlltion 
and not to ita individual shareholders, the option of sub3oribing thirty per 
cent. of the capital. It will be open to the lmpsrial Bank of India to 
distribute the allotmen~ among it11 shareholdors ii it so desires. The 
Central Board of Imperial Bank of India has expressed ita willingnosa in 
principle in view of the othsr terms proposed to be given to tho Imperio! 
Bank to recommend this propos•l for the aoceptanoo of sh,.reholders. It 
is neoessary that the Govet•nment should be propared to tak• up any un· 
allotted ahares, but it is not desirable that theso should continue to be 
held permanently h:v them. It is. therefore, proposed that the GoTernor
Genoral in. Council should dhpose of any unallotted shares taken up by 
him within three years. 

Clause li :-This ia based on paragraph 101 of the Commission's roport. 
It is neoe&Sary to make provision for tho contingency of a redaction of tho 
share eapital in regard to which the Commiaaion have modo no reoommonda· 
tion. Clause 6 :-The bead offioo of the book wiU be located in Bombay sa 
reoommended by the Commission iu para 97 of tho report. Clause 6 :~This 
gives e!teot to the recommendstions in paragraph 9li and 96 of tho report. 
Clause 9 :-This is based on paragraph 94 of tho Cnmmiaaion's report. 
The Commission recommended therein that tbe Reserve &nk should have 
local board in Borubey, Madras and C..lcu&ta and that representatives 
from these hoards ahould constitute a majority on the Central Board. It 
is considered undesirable for various reasons to baso the oonstitntion of 
the Central Board on a ayatem of local boards. If Ioeal boards are dispensed 
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with, ih ia necessary hbat ahare·holders aa a body should eloot hh~se dire<:rora 
who are not appointed by the Government. As regards nommated dueo
tors, it is considered desirable in order that all intereats may be represented, 
that tho three directors nominated by tb-e Government abould repreaent 
Commeroe, Industry end Agricultnre respeetively, The term of office of 
nominated directors is P'"posed by the Commission ro be fixed at one year 
whieh is teo short to con( uoe to efficient work. It is, therefore, proposed 
to extend ih to three yeara, 

Clause 10 :-It is provided in this clause that hhe Governor, DeputY 
Governor or any nominated direotcr may be removed by Governor-General 
in Council if a rosolution to that effect is passeci by a major· ty of t-he board 
eonoieting of not less than nine dirootcre, that is by a suhstential majority ol 
the Board. Provision for the removal of elected direetore follows the lines of 
a similar provision in the Imperial Baok of India Aot. It seems undesirable 
that elected directors should he removable by a bare majority at a general 
meeting. Clause 11 :- As there may be no local board at Calcntte, it is 
deeirable to provide that the Central Board shall moet in Calcutta at least once 
in every lour months. Clause 12 :-This gives effect to the recommendations 
in paregraph 98 of the Commissior.'s Report. Clause 13 :-This is based 
npon a similar provision in section 30 of the Imperial Bank of India Act. It 
is ncee.sary to make special provision for the formation of the first board. 

Clause 14 and 16 :-These embody proposal in schedule ll to the report 
deliniog the funotions and capacities of the bonk. The Commission have 
not provided for the Reserve Bllllk receiving non·interost be&riog deposits 
from private persons. lt is considered that like most other central b~oka 
in the world, the Reserve Bank of India should also be allowed to receive 
del'osits from private persons provided no interest is paid. Financing of 
induatry and movement of crops in India is earried on by oaah credits and 
u the provision recommended by, the Commission stands, it will be difficult 
for the Reserve Bank to sssiat other banks in providing the necessary credit 
11"ithout aome considerable chonges in banking methods. It is, therefore, 
propose'd in sub-olauae 4 (e) that for a l'eriod of live years, the bank should 
be authorised to advance money against promissory notes of scheduled 
bonka under certein eonditions. It is considered undesirable to limit the 
amount of s£Curities held at any time in the banking department to so low 
a figure as 211 per cent of the liabilities as reoommetded by the Commission 
in clause 3 (d) of schedule 2 of their report ns in view of the very fiuotna
ting uture of deposits, limitation might Ioree the aale of securitioa merely 
to bring the bank 11"ith the provisions ol its character for a few days. The 
Comm~ESion re~ommended in clan•• 1 (a) of &ohedule 2 of the report that 
the p111d·up capital and reserve may ba seourities of the Government of 
India. haTing not more than live years to run in view of the laot that the 
Government of the India are now fu:ding their short term loans Into long 
long. term loans. The limitation of maturity to live yoare might unduly 
res~nct the power of the hank ro invest in such securities alter a few yeara. 
lt 18 therefore proposed to modify the provision so as to permit of invest
ment in Govewment of India seouritita of any matnrity. 

Clause 11>.-This gives effect to the recommendations in paragraph 1 Oll 
of the report regarding operations in the open market. · · . 

Clause 17 and 18,-These give efl'eot to the recommendations in para• 
sraph 140 of the report regarding the relations of the bank with the Govt. 
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Clause 19 :- This gives effect to the recommendations in parngrnph 
141 of the report. The Commission recommend that tho right of note 
issue should be transferred to the bank as soon as the bank was in a po· 
sition to issue its own notes. It is not d~sirable to postpone oarly functioning 
of the hnnk till it is able to arrange for mauu£acfure nnd issue of its own 
notes and it is, therefore, proposed to allow the bank to issue notes of tho 
Government of India for a year from the date on which the baok takes 
over the control of the currency. 

Clause 20.-This gives efleat to recommend•tions in. 143 of the report 
regarding the separation of the banking and issue departments of the bank. 

Clause 21.-This gives effect to the recommendations in paragraph 142 
of the report. Freedom is retained to postpone tho iosue of one-rupee notes 
for a time if such poatponemeut appears desirable with reference to size of 
the holding of silver rupees in the reserve. 

Clause 22.-Tbia ~ives effeat to the recommendlltions in paragraph 
166 of the report regarding the form and material of bank notes. 

Clause 23.-This is based upon the recommendation• is paragraph 149 
of the report. The notes of the hank shall be legal tender for payment of 
any amount aml shall be guuanteed by tho Government of I ndi•. The 
Commission recommend in paragraph 141 of the report that not Inter than 
6 years from tho date of tho bank charter becoming oporative the Govern· 
mont of India notes still outst.,nding should cease to be legal tender except 
at Government Treasuries. By the end of 6 yours very few Government of 
India notes will remain outstanding and it is uLdesimblc to take tnvay tho 
legal touder character of the note in the absence of any vory do!finittf 
advantsgo to be gained by so doing. It is however, proposed to take power 
from the Governor-General in Council and the hank to call in notes of 
particular series if necessity arises. 

Clause 24.- This is based on pnragrapb 165 of tho Commission's report 
regardiug re-issue of bank nvte&. Cl:mse. 25.-This is based upon a similar 
provision in tho Indian Paper Currency Act and is necessary to protect the 
Bank against civil netion in respect of notos lost, stolen, mutilated or 
imporfec~ Clause 26 and 27.-These are based upon a similar provision 
in the Indian Paper Currency Act. 

Clause 28.-This gives effect to the recommendations in para 145 of 
the Commission's report regardiug the constitution of reserve. 

Clause 29.-'This gives etrcot to the recommendations in para. 146 of 
tho Commission's report defining liabilities of the issue department. Pro
vision in sub-clause (2) of this clause is similar to that in proviso to 
sub-section ( 6) of section 18 of the Indian Paper Currency Act although 
it diff•r• in detsil. Unde1· the Indian Paper Currency Act notes of 
denominational value exceeding rupees one hundred cannot bo deemed to 
be not in circulation until 100 years after the da.te of issue, whereas notes 
of lower denominations nre so deemed after 40 yean. This distinction 
between the hjgher and low-er denominations of notes is undesirable. In 
practice notes ol higher denominations are much lo .. likely to bo outstand· 
ing for a very long period than notes of lower denomination and the 
practice at the Ba.nk of England is to treat all notes aa not in circulation 
after 40 years. It is oonsidered that the Reserve Bank might "ith 
advantsge follow the practioe of the Bank of England. 
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Clause SO.-This is baaed upon pam IU of tho report. The Com· 
mission recommend that coin and bullion and securities to be transferred 
to the issue department should be opcoified in a acb.edule. The amo~nt of 
notes in circulation at the time of the inaugurat1on o! tbe bank wll! not 
be known. When the Bill is introduced and paased "nd also between the 
dates of the introduction of the Bill and itA> Jl&ssing into law and the 
inauguration of the bank, there· will bo changes in the constitution _of tho 
rsserve held against note iasue. It is, therefore, proposed to prov1de for 
tmnslor to tho bank of assets of •ncb a nature as to entlble the bank to 
constitute the reserve in accordauce with the requirements laid down in 
the Act. In order to give the new bank the nell6s'"'ry margin over 
minimum requirements, it is proposed to include in the asseta tmosferred 
gold and l!Oid securities equ·al to one·bnll of the liabilities of the issue 
department as suFgested in clauso 3 {a) of schedule 3 to the report. 

Clause 31.-This gives effect to the recommendations in po.ra 147 of 
the report re~arding the disposal of surplus rupees by the bank. 

Clause :12.-This gives effect to the recommendations in paragraph H 7 
'of the repo1t. As it would be oneoooomioal to coio new rupees until the 
stock of silver rnp•es in the reserve is reduced to the minimum of 25 
crores or one-tenth ol the total amount of the reserve whichever is greater. 
it is proposed to limit the right of the bank to demand delivery of rupee 
coin from the Government. · 

Clause 33.-'l'bis gives effect to the recommendations in para"grapb 148 · 
of the repor& regarding mutual obligations of the Government and the bank 
in regard to rupee coin .. 

Clause 84.-Tbis gives offeot to recommendations in, 152of the report. 
Clause 31!.-This gives effect to the recommendations in paragraph 150 

of the report regarding the sale of gold by the bank. 
Claus& 36.-Provision in sub-clau•e (1) regarding the latest date on 

which obligation to oell gold should oome into foroe is ba•ed upon the 
recommendation of the Commisaion in paragraph 165 of the report. 

Clause 36.-This gives effect to the recommendation in. 166 of the 
repo1t. The Commis•ion recomme,,d that during the transition pel'iod, 
the Reserve Bank shall be under an obligation to sell gold or gold exobange 
at its option es the Bank will be engag•d in building up its gold holding 
in order to be in u. position to undertake the definite obligation to sell gold 
later. It is proposed to omit option to sell gold during the interim period. 

Clause 37.-Tbis gives e1leot to the recommendations in par.1grapb l!ll 
and 166 of the Commi .. ion's report. Clause 86.-Tbis gives ell'eot to the 
recomme<dations in paragraph 153 of tho report regarding the suspension of 
reserve requirements. Clause 39.-This gives effect to tho recommendations 
in paragraph 154 ol the report ragording the e:r&mption of the bank from 
the payment of any tax or duty npon ita note issue. · 
- Clause 4 0.-Provisions in this clause are in aocordanll6 with the 
recommendations in para 149 of tho report. Tbe Commission recommend 
that the Governor·Genersl in Council should have the right to take over 
the asaets ol the issue department so f•r 88 they are required to meet the 
liability of note or of rupee redemption. It ia proposed to give the 
Govarnor·General iu Council the right to- take over asset not only of the 
issue department but of the banking department as well, as in theory snob 
a necessity might arise if the bank failed to keep euflioient BBI!ota in the 
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iuue department. A provision ia also made for carrying on of note iaaue 
in snob circumstances by some other agency determined b:v the Governor
General in Conneil. 

Clause 41.-This gives etl'eot to the recommendations in para 161 of 
the Commission's report with slight modifications. The percentages for 
minimum reserve balanoas recommended by tho Commission app&ar 
somewhat high now in India· It is, therefore, propose~ to reduce these 
percentages to 7 and a ball and 2 and a ball per oont of demand and time 
liabilities reopootively. The definition of bank or bankor suggested in 
para 167 of the Commission's report io imperfect but it is difficult to arrive 
nt any ontiofactory definition. It ie thereupon propcaed to exhibit in a 
schedule attached to the Bill the banka to which the provisions in this 
clause should apply in the first instance and to give the Governor-General 
in Council the power to make alterations in the schedule later. As the 
monthly 1-eturn will show only the position at the closo of the mouth to 
which it relate•, it is necessary to. provide for the receipt of the informa
tion mentioned in enb-olause {3) of the clause. It is also necoesary that 
the provision should be made to enable tho Government to take action not 
only on the monthly return submitted by the Bank but also on any report 
received from the Board of Reserve Brink. 

Clause 42: -This follows the intention of para 87 of the r.port • 
. Clause 43 :-This is based upon the «commendations io Jl'lr& 100 of 

the Commission's report. It is considered unnecessary to build up the 
reserved fund es quickly as the Commission auggest and a lower rate of 
accumulation bas, therefore, been propcaad. Clause 44 :-This gives elfect 
to the recommendations in para 158 of the Commisaion's report. Clause 411 
to 47 :-These give etl'eet to the recommendation in para 157 of the report. 
Clause 49 :-It is necessary to make provision for the contingency of the 
liquidation of the bank and the distribution of the reserve lund and surplns 
assets, if nny, of the bank. 

Clause 60 :-This is based upon the recommendations in pam 16l of 
the report. The Commission proposed that the Governor-General in Council 
should b& given absolute power to make regulati<>ns. It is thought prefer
able that the regulations should be made by the Board with the previou• 
approval of the Governor-General in Council, local hoardo are not to b& 
oonstitn(ed on the creation of the Reserve Bank. It is proposed in sub· 
clause (2) (E) to give powor to the Reserve Bank to establish such local 
boards, if considered neeessary, loter on and to delegate to them such powers 
and functions as may b& dsairable. 

Clause Ill :-The obligations proposed to be imposed on the Govern
ment by the Cnrrency Bill to recoive soveroigns and half sovereigns from 
the public their bullion value will ba taken over by the Bank simultaneously 
with the transfer of the conduct of the note issue to it. 

The second schedule.-The provisions contained in this schedule l1ave 
b&en accepted by the Cer,tral Board of the Imperial Bank of India and will 
be plaoed before the abareholders of the Imperial Bank. Tho proposed 
terms will involve no fresh charge on the tarpayer. They are designed 
to remunerate the Imperial Bank of Indi& for the agency work done for the 
Reserve Bank and the loss in respect of non·paying branches and to en
courage the further extension ol Banking in India. 
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2. Amendment to the Imperial Bank Act. 
The following. is the statement of ob.ieots and reasons for the bill to 

amend the Imperial Bank Act. The statement runs : The Royal Commiaoion 
on Indian Currency and Finance have recommended that with the 
transfer to the Reserve Bank of India of the puraly central banking 
fnnetiono which are at present performed by the Imperial Bank of 
India the latter should be fraed from tho restriction• whiob, on aooouut 
of its hybrid nature, are at present imposed upon that bank. This Bill 
intended to remove some of those reatrictions and t<> modify the control 
of Government over the opemtions of • the bank. The amendments to 
Imporial Bank of India Aet proposed in this Bill hava been accepted by 
the Central Board of the Bank subject to any further modifications deemed 
neceaaary later on in tha light of further consideration. The more important 
provisions olthe Bill are as follows : 

It is proposed to "'place oeotion 10 of the Imperial Bank of India 
Act by nnother authorising the bank to enter into an agreement with 
Reserve Bank of India to condnot Government business as the agent of the 
Reoerve Bank. It is proposed to remove the limitation imposed by section 
9 on the business which the Bank may transact at its London offioo and to 
give specific powers tn the Bank to opsn branches outside India in London 
and elsewhere. n is nlso proposed to give the bank extended powers in 
regard to its internal business and to remove the restrictions on foreign 
exchange busine•s whioh the Bank may transact. At present the Controller 
of Currency is an ex-officio member of the Central Board of the Bank and 
the GoveruorGeneral in-Council nominates 4 other membet•a to the Board 
under section 28 of the Imperial Bank of India Act. Although the Imperial 
Bank of India will transact Government business as the agent of the Reserve 
Bank, it will have no direct connection with the Government and it seems 
unueoessa.ry for tbe Government to retain any measure of control over the 
operations of the Bank by the appointment of members tn the Board. It 
is, therefore, proposed tn remove the right of the Governor-General in 
Council to appoint auch members. Tho GovernPr-GeneraHn·Counoil is 
now entitled under regulation li4 of Imperial Bank of India Act to 
require of the Central Board of the Bank any information touching the 
affairs Qf the Bar.k and the production of any documents of the Bank and 
he may also require the publication of such statements of its assets and 
liabilities in ouch form and at snch intervals aa ho thinks fit. It is proposed 
to remove this power from the Governor-General-in-Council but in order that 
he may be in a position tn examine the &ff&irs of the Bank in case of necessity 
the p~vision by which he may appoint auditors under regulation 59 U: 
examme and report upon the aeoounta of the Bank ia proposed to be retained. 

A number of minor amendments incidental to the above are &lao made 
and _oppo~uuity !'•• been tekon to i~trodnoe some amall changes in the 
Act 10 sectiOns wh1ch have been found dtfficult to work in practice. 

3. Amendment of Currency and Coinage Acta. 
Tho following is the ton of tho statement of olljects and reasons for 

the] Bill to amend the Currency and Coinage Acts. The olljeot of this 
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:Bm ill to give effect to those recommendations of the Royal Commit" 
sion on Indian Currency and Finance which relate to the immediate 
stabilisation of the Rupee in relation to gold and to interm measorea 
required during the transition period pending the bringing into ope1'3tion 
of their proposals for the transfer to a Reserve :Bank of India ol 
control of note issue and other functions at. present performed by the 
Secretary of State and by the Government of India. The Commiaaion 
recommend in paragraph 1?5 of their report that the mpea should be 
stabilised in relation to gold at a rate corresponding to an exchange rate 
of 1s. 6d. f!Oid for the rupee, that is, at the rate of one rupee of 8.47512 graino 
of gold. Clause 2 and all but the last portion of sub-olnuse(e) (I) of 
douse 3 are designed to give efFect to this recommendation and at the 
same time to remove legal tender quality of the sovereign and the half· 
sovereign which are at the present legt\1. tender at the rate of 2a. for the 
rupee in accordance with the Commission's recommendation in paragraph 
66 of their report that these gold ooine moot be demonatiaed in order to 
enable a real gold bullion standard to be eet.blished. In order, however, 
to enable the small holders of thtse ooina to eonve1t them into legal tender 
money, it is proposed to provide lor receipt of these coins in any quantiti .. 
at their bullion value at the rate of 8.471112 grains of gold per rupee. 
The Commis•ion recommend in paragraph 166 of their report that until 
the Reserve :Bank of India. takes over the oontrol of note isene, the Govern
ment of India. must he onder a statutory obligation to buy gold and to iell 
gold or gold ezcha.nge at its option at gold points of a.coeptod gold parity of 
the rupee during the tra.neitory period, the Government of India would 
be engaged in building up gold holding in the reserve and would not, 
tberofore, exercise its option to give gold. Clauses ~ and II are designed 
to give effect to this recommendation aa modified above. 

Opportunity baa been taken to amplify the explanation to sub-section 
(3) of section 19 of the Indian Paper Currency Act 192S, which oontaios 
the temporary provioions so as to provide for the valoation of gold bullion 
held in the Paper Currency Reserve on the lines ol dause (n) of sub-section 
(b) of soctioo 18 which refers to the permar.ent provisions which have 
not yet come into force. For it was announced in a pross communique 
detad August 4th 1926 wbiob accompanied the i1eue of the Commiaaion's 
report that pending legislation, the Government would take snob steps aa 
may be neoessary to oonfioe the movements of exchange within the approxi· 
mate upper aud lower gold pointe sa oaloulatod on tho basis of a Is. 6d. 
rupee, namely ls. 6·3/6d. and h. 5-3/6d. respectively and the Government 
undertook in the same oommunique to lay the propOSille before the legislature 
during the next eeesion in order to give the legislature the earlieat poaoible 
opportunity of oonsidering tho matter. The Bill deaigned to give elfeot 
to that undertaking was aeoordin,dy placed before the legiolature in Auguat 
]aat. Further consideration of the :Bill was postponed and the :Bill auto
matieally lap~ed on the dissolution of the last AB80mbly. The proaent Bill 
is substantially the same in ita purposes as the llill introduced in Auguat 
last, but opportunity has been taken to effect certain improvements in the 
drafting. 

!7 



The l3ackbay Redamation Report. 
'.rhe &mba:; Jlaek Jlay Reclamation rept>rl w!li! issued on the 1 nll 

Januarj 19!17. It at>'(lOrtiona blame ill teapeo!i of the diffieoltiea iu whloh 
tile scheme ia involved and makes teeom!Dendationa regarding future opera· 
tiona. Thil repoit is unanimous aud Is sigliad by Sir Grimwood Meara. 
Chaii:'ma!i, Sir M. 'Visvesvarayya, Sit F. Hopkinson a.nd Mr. S. B. Billinioria. 

Relioona for Faillll'll. 
Tile Commiike say:~" Tile objeet of bhe Back Bay Reolsma.tion Scheme 

W88 to reclaim from the aea an area of 1,145 acres at an eetimatod outlay 
-of about Ra. 367 lokbs. The Gdvernment wete prepared to apend on tbe 
aohetne up to Rs. ~00 Jakbs, if tJeceaaary. A revjsed eatimate for Rs. 702 
!Akha was approved within two years of original aanction and if the aoheme 
li 1u be completed, a sc<>md t!lltimate will be neoeaaary. Tbe total ooet will 
approzitttate to about Ri. 900 lakha gros1 exclusive of interest obargea. -
This total sum will be reduoad by Rs. 2fi6 lakbs to be ro!caived from Military 
autborltiet and any other subsequent receipts from aalee of Janel. Tbe 
prngraillma of reciAma.tiori which was to bs•e been completed by 1926-27 
baa completely broken dowd, II It ia continued under- present conditions, 
it eannot he finished for man:t y&Sra to come. I• io believed that land 
riolaimed cannot ih the near fnlnre he onld at remunerative prices and oore 
abou!d be enrcieed not tc reclaim land in advance of demand. The work 
Ia being oonath1oted from publio loans on which inter<lat and oinking fund 
charges have to be met and Govomment are faoad with a growing debt. 
Tbe difficulties in which the scheme is at pmeut iuvol ved briBe from (1) 
Un'latiafactcrj character of the eotimates, (2) defective organisation, {3) failure 
of dredging operations and { 4) fall in land valuea. Defects in variouo 
estimatos would have been avoided if there bad been &uJiioient aod oareful 
preliminary investigation. If an alternati•e comparative eatimate for dry 
filling had boon prepared at the outset and the cost of adeq1111t-e dredging 
plant provotly invt!lltigated the Government might have b88itated to oommU; 
themselvea to th6 uoe of auetion -dredgers for tbis scheme. A dredging 
scheme oooting R$. 400 lakba was an attrscti•e financial propoaition but it 
JiHgbt very well be conaidered to he.ve ohollg•d ito ob&rsotor when the 00111 
....,nt np tc Ra. fO~ lakbs. Reclamation h:v dry filling, if then Pmctioable, 
milht hve prom ebsepel\ 

As regards organisation ·and 41rrangemet•te made for the oonduo!i of tbe 
ehi>me; theae in themaelvet wera almost unworkable. A ruding of olaase 
S of the agnemeat between the Secretary of State in Council and the firm 
of Meik ar.d Buchanan shows that responsibility was not -clearly definad 
between tbe ~ngineara and the Direetot of D6velopment, M ucb of the 
technical work 'lrse lefl; to ail. overworked Chief Engineer or was not done 
at all. there was !'o oosting ayatem witlwut which it was imposoible properly 
to control expen~•ture. Beoanee no body believed himself responsible for 
the duo e-xecut1on of the work, UDWis& decisions wero taken and mistakes 
made ouch> for iustance, as commencing the construction of tbe aea wall from 
bet!! eads, dela1 in aealinF rubble mound, underta~iog dredging operations 
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in Back Bay without consideration of the cost. absence oi praeoucorted 
programmes to regulote operntior.s, .eta. All tbia militoted again•t tbo 
sucotss of tho echeme and ,dded to ita .,.t, Inability of the dredger to 
give the required output has been the cbiel cause of failure and lias. 'b•d a 
.dioastrous ellect on tbe financial prospeota pf the ..,bema. T.he pr!nolpal 
reason for thJ! present ·""rio.us position of tho scheme was the ordering of. 
~he dredger .on O!!timates and speciliootions put forward by Mrasrs. ,Simons 
end {)qmpeny and acceptsnce of a quotation for a .dr.edgil'g plant without 
any real effort to -aeoure comp&~itiv,e ~andera. 'J'he ~ork having bee~ .un .. 
<lertaken in antioipotion of r.aliaiug large profit&, the sohem,o was aubjeoted 
to very grest criticism when & period of a.cute trsde depression set jn "'itjl 
.a consequent fall in land valurs. Trade depression wos not a ,ro,ttor which 
could have been foreseen although ,ca.ution was noceBI!ary in undert~>king l" 
acheme of this magnitude .at a .time .when wol'ld conditions wer9 ull8lable. 
With the disappearance ol t~e &>rospect nl profits, ,~>nblio oritioi•'!' 
,concentrated on the .defocta of the scheme." 

Lord Lloyd's and Sir George Buchanan. 
The {)qmmittee, discussing the present a•pect ol the aase, pass strictures 

on the part played by persons in authority. Dealing tiret with Lord Lloyd, 
the Committee observe: "Lord Llo)'d lalt England rbarged by Mr. Montagu 
to take urgent steps to improve the housing conditions of Bombay. Whilst 
that did necessarily imply the undertaking of a reolamation soheme, reclama· 
tion had nevertheless been considered for many years to be an iotegral part 
of any comprehensive eo heme for the bottetment ol conditions. We are 
satiefied from tho evidence that Mr. Montagu was deeply interoeted in 
reclomation ·and wished it to be carried through. We think that Lord 
Lloyd and the Government of Bombay were justified in aooepting Sir 
George Buchanan as an expert to roport on Mr. Kidd's scheme and that, 
having tskoo the man recommended by the Government of India, the proper 
and prudent conroe was to treat his opinion .aa tina! and authoritative. 
Lord Lloyd's letter of 21lth s1ny 1·919 shows couolueively that be hod DO 
predilection for a reolamation scheme and that be was prepared to abandon 
it at once hod Sir George Buchanan reported adversely DD it. rhongh we 
are &ware that a Governor must necessarily rely upou bia adrifers for the 
details of any particular soheme, yet having regard to the personal inter .. t 
displayed by Lord Lloyd as di•closed by his evidence ,and th••t of .Sir,GeQrge 
Jluohanao, we are surptised :that bU. aoute intelligence overlook"'i ·the 
.apporeot ioadequaoy of Sir George Bllohaoan's liguroa even Jhough ,be held 
.the belief .that the ~912 .figures of Mr. Kidd were to.some extent inll.ted. 
[n his report, SinGeorge Buchauan him•elf g,.va Rs. 2U.90 lakbs 88 the 
figure which be .would \have .estimated in 191iland, on that basi•. the work 
could not .have been done .by him in 1919 fodeBI! that Rs. ~OG la'-hs. To a 
a0811er extent we are surpriaed tb~t Lord .Lloyd, when rending Sir .George 
llucbaoan's report. did not ootioe that Sir George Buohanau described tho 
clay Bl hard whilst Messrs. Simons and ,Cqropaoy .wore putting .forward an 
-oller lor a soft olay.dred~er. We do not agree .with Lord Lloyd -that this 
.was .a ·technical .point. Tho explanation may be .a technical one, but dis· 
·<>Overy oUhe apparent oontrarliotion ,between.ths obarncter ofolay as desc~i
bed by Sir -George Buchanan and M0811rs. Simons aud Cq1Jlpa8f nooded no 
technical knowledge. It stood .out .on .the document .aud .waa. nul ... 
•EBtislaotorily .explained, a .oontrsdiction in .terms. .We are satiatied th!'t 
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Lord Lloyd acted throu:;;ilout with the highest motivee, a~xioua only to m&ke 
good hia undertaking to "Mr. Mont,.gu and to benefit the 01ty of Bomb~y. 

"Sir George Curtis who is living at Dinard was too ill to attend. Ho has, 
however, furniahed answers to oert-ain quostiona which warB sent to him. 
Although be was the Member in charge during the inception of the I!Cheme, 
be has not been able at this distance of time to give us any information of 
value and be cannot .,,lighten \18 nt all as to the reason why no one in the 
Government of Bombay queried the varying deso1·iptiona of olny or compared 
the estimates of Mr. Kidd and Sir George Buchanan with reference to· 1912 
and 1919 priceo." The Committee next dealt at length with Sir George 
Buchanan and state: "We cannot understand bow Sir George Buchanan's 
:figures found acceptance in Bombay and Delhi even with the addition of 
aomo 10 per oent. It wns common knowledge that prices of plant, material 
and labour, when taken collectively, had gone np at least 2/i times in the 
period between 1912and 1919. The 1912 figure of Mr. Kidd, Rs. 323'23 
!altho, had been accepted both by the Government of Bombay and the 
Government of India as a fair ligure. II that was their belief, then Rs. 366 
lakha was a manifest nndor-estimato and proper scrutiny would infallibly 
have demonstrated it. When Sir George Buchanan was being questioned 
on these t"·o set• of figures by the Committee ond the rise in prices and the 
inevit..ble inferences erising from them, he preferrtd not to answ•r the 
question. Failure of the Govornment of Bombay and the Government of 
India. and, in particular, failure of Sir Sydney Crookshank to notice tbe 
varying desaription of clay contained in (o) Mr. Kidd's report, (b) Sir George 
Buchanan's report, (c) llfessre. Simons and Co's letter of 12th September 
1919 and general conditions tnolosed with that letter are regrettable. 1 he 
reporte of Mr. Kidd and of Sir Georgo Buchanan were not studied with due 
and proper care by the Bombay Government and the Government of India 
respeotively. The Government of .Bombay ought to have approaohed tbe 
port Tru.at aod the Royal Indian Morine for permiosion to dredge in the 
hartour before deciding 011 dt·edgiog as the mode of reclamation. We 
consider that Sir George Buchanan ought to have made far more extended 
and careful local investigations. These oocupied him for lesa than a fort
night in May 1919." 

The Committee then make observations at length to justify their con
clusion that "with regard to the order lor dredger, Sir George Buchanan 
committed grave enors of judgment. l he principal cause of failure of the 
dredging operations arose, in our opinion, from tho fact that Sir George 
Buoba~>nn did not take trouble to ascertain the working records of • Kalu' 
at d 'Jiogn' Bl d believing that they had done extraordinarily good work, 
was of opinion that vessel a of a slightly inareoaed horse power of tha aame 
l)pe would be ndequate lor the work. A most serious mistake in connection 
'll'ith the ?rder of the dr~dger was the assumption that a machine oapable 
nf dredgwg 2,~00 cub1c ,ards on a abort teet would be capable of aver,.ging 
that quantity during a whole eeason, . 

l he hoildir.g of the sea wall at both e•ds eimulteneousl:v waa diaastrous. 
!!.hough the eusgestion emanated from the Government of Bnmhay who 
m.nat, therefore, take greater part of responeibility, we are of opinion that 
Su ~eorge Buchanan should have advised it and resisted it and ohould, in 
the ououmetances o~ t~e oale of blook 8 to the military, have prepared a 
.rrosramme lor buddmg of the wall and the commencement of reclamation 
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from Colaba or.d only. Moreover, the building of sea wall from both ends 
aimultan•oualy prevented continuanoo of original and sen•ible plan which 
was to shut an area as roan as poS>ible and pomp into it with the loaat 
possible delay.'' · 

Examining the defective organization, the Committee MY that from 
the outsot, noither Sir George Buchanan nor Sir L~>wless Hepper seemed to 
h~>vo any very clearly defined idea ol their reopective duties. Later, when 
the disoster wna threatening the enterprise, each relied upon his interprote
tion of the agreement. Sir Lawless Hepper, when giving evidenoe, i11aisted 
before us that Sir George Bnohnnau waa entirely responsible for the due 
execution of the works ae if he were in fact a contractor who had undertaken 
th•m. On the other band, Sir George Buchanan contended that reaponai
bility lay with Sir Lawless Hepper, pointing out tbQt he it was who had con
trol of tbe resident engineer and that his 6rm has no power of dismissal ove~ 
any of the staff. On a strict construction of tbe agreement, wo incline to 
the opinion that Sir George Buchanan is right although there are stetementll 
of his to be found in bis correspondence which would bear tbe interpretation 
that be did regard his firm •s responsible for the actual carrying out of tho 
works. '!'he reports ol the Development Directorate drafted by Sir Lawless 
Hepper oannot be justified. They did not prosout a true pietUI·e o! tho 
progress of work aud concealed material circumstances. \V' e are of opinion 
that Sir Lawless H•pper had eo muoh work in connection with other develop
ment eehemes that even if he had appreciated his reaponsibility for the 
execution of the works, he could only have onrried out that dnt:r as regards 
reclamation by neglecting other duties relating to the other eehemes. Mr. 
Lewis was not a apecinlist in sea works and dredging. Sir George Buchanan 
ought to have nominat<>d him. It is most regrettsble tbat he was allowed, 
contrary to Sir George Buchanan's advice, to remnin at bis post till July 
1924. We are of opinion that Mr. Elgee, Mr. Ororke and Mr. Speira have 
done their best on nil occasions to promote the interests of reclamation and 
that the quan-y constrnotio11al and dredging otall bavo done their duty." 

Fi11ally, tho Committee s•Y: "It has been put forward that reelama
tion of back bay would, by providing more land in business and residenMal 
area, in some way relieve housing conditions of poor cJ .. see. That, in 
our opinion, ia too remote for aorione consideration, but bad haok bay 
proved to be a fiu..noial •ucceBB which was anticipated, the edvantoge to all 
oleases of persona in the city and throughout tbo preoidoncy would have 
been that there would have been available immense aunts of money to be 
used for any purpose pleasing to tho Legislative Council. Confident anti
cipation of profits had no doubt considerable weight in cauoing reclamation 
of baok bay to be aooepted as an integral and nec...,.ry port of any 
comprehensive plan of development;." · 

DiscuBBing charges of diahonesty, the Committee observe : On three oooa
aions in Bombay we annnnnoed publicly our willingeo to receive evidence from 
any ene who could give us assistance upon any mattera ooming within our 
terms of reference. One of these matters undoubtedly was· tbe oonduot 
of officials of the Development Direetorate in relation to the Reolamatioo 
&heme. In Maroh of 1925, Mr. Nariman stated in the Legisletivo Council 
that there wero ugly rumours in the city thet higher atatra of offioero in the 
Development Directorate had boon receiving seorot oommi .. iona from manu
facturers. It may be true that there were ugly rumoura, but as far as our 
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enquiries into the affairs of the Back Bay Scheme have gone, thor~ bas not 
been 'VI!!7 slightest eridenoe brought forward that these ugly rumours had 
any foundation. In faet, no one has brought any ch&rge against any 
manufacturer of baring given, or IU')' official, hi«h or low, of the Development 
Direotorote <>f b&ving accepted a commission. When Mr. Nariman g&ve 
evidence before !he Committee, he did not disclo&e any f&Ot ,. hicb, in the 
leaat deg...-, implicated any one of wrong·doing ol thia charetllr. There 
has not bean thronghout ·lhe whole 1>f the enquiry the least suggestion that 
illlY one .intereotad in suppbing or ordering goods for reolamation or 
aniating in the .. ork of t:eclamation has been guilty of any dishonesty pi 
Blly kind whatever· 

Th.e Rec:ommendationa. 
After this criticiam. the Committee lay down lhe following l"eccm· 

mandationa for fntore <>perations :-(I) For fioancial reasons, the completion 
ei block 8 is a most org<lnt work. (2) Foreshore portion along b!ooke, 3, 4, 
.II and 6 should he .filled in to an average 'Width of 300 feet seaward of the 
.preaent shore line aui brought up to th~ ground lev<~l of the reclamation 
strip and .ahonld curve at beth ends eo .as to join on with block 2 at tho 
northern and blook 7 .at tbe sontb'fn end. Thia should ba done as apeedily 
aa poasible. (3) Foreshore strip should be reclaimed with mool')lm filling, 
H) A ·complete lay-out ef tho area to he reclaimed .should be prepared. 
2'he foreshore strip sbonld be dov<~loped .as soon as completed •nd blooke, 
! 2, &d 7, gradually aelBDd is tsked up. 'fhe lay out already prepared 
lor the complete eoheme (1,145 acres) should be re·ezamined with tho help 
<>f a Committee and !ay·out of the area no• recommended for reclamation 
ehonld fit in with the la,-out approved for complete reclamation, if nlti
metely undertaken. The Corporation of Bombay shonld share tho 006t of 
development .and .the Government ehculd arri~e at an understeoding with 
.the Corporation on thia point. .(6) Resnlts of the work .of •:sir. George 
Lloyd" a11d ·~Colaba" durin!! the .current aea•on shnuld be verified. ll U... 
<lOSt of filling by dredging approzimaf.es to that .of mo.or~;~m ;and the quality 
of the reclaimed land io satisfactory., they .might he used for blocksl and 2 
.after ;block 7 ia completed. if not the;v .shonld .ba .disposed .of. Notice 
Ahonld .110t he given to the :atelf until this roint is dooided. ,( 7) .Reclamation 
•should ,be .r.emoved from U.e control .of the DeYelopment ~rectou.te 
and aarrled ·.OUt .in .accordance wit.h ana or other of the plane ,suggested 
in the .repor.t. A omall Committee including one ,.,. .J;wo J.'Xporieneed 
·engiDO<Il'll shonld he .OOllllt.itutad to ad\'ice U.e 0o¥ernment on matters refen:ed 
.to them. .(8) Work should, in .iutur.e, aa far as ,poasible 1ho l>ln:ied.o.\lt .by 
aontraot.aaen()jl. (.9) Altotnal.ive .estimates of ,the .cost Qf the Joheme now 
Pf!!posed are submitted. Extension of SOO feot foreshore at,l'ip by .additional 
.Atnpa .of tOO -feet .and 300 .feat aa ne.ed ariolll!, ia oont&ll\plated. .Blocks 1 
.and 2 as.being.tbe mll8t valuable in the whole .proieot ahould .be •oonu>leted 
.aa 11100 aa posasible. No ,~rt .Qf tb11m .shonld .l>e aaeigned Jor .re-t.ion 
.J>DrpoJies. (1.0) Dotai'<:d reviaed estimatca shculd be ,pte,.&l'~d at .QUo&. 
Tb~ Jonn of tender ~u.ed .by .the Development DireoterB.te Abo.llld )le 
DVI&od. ~11~ .E'Ilery ,endeavour ~ould be ,made .to .oom_plete tho ,scbe111e 
,propo&ed JD t":<e or fouryeara. ~hen a deme11d,ari&ea lor CQII\Piot.iug.the 
-who!e,.reclamatiDn .work ms,y ba.carned.out b,y moorum fiUing eaoluaively. 



The Cotton Textile Tariff Board• s Report. 
The Cotton Textile Tarilf Board' a report and the Government of India' a 

deoi•ion thereon were published on the 6th Jnna 1927. The Board conaisted 
of Mr. Noyce, President, Raj~ Herkishna Ks.ul and Mr. Snbba R.••· 'l'he 
reP.,rt is unanimous except for a point of importaMo reg>rding the n'tnre 
and the extant of protootion. The Government of India hava in this re•Paot 
rejected both the majority and minority views. 

The Government of India's Resolution. 
The Government ol India' a resolution fir•t surveys the Boord's findings 

ar.d then enunciates ita decision. It states: "On the application of the Bombay 
Millowners' Association the Government of India appointed a special Tarill 
Board in June 1926 to investigate the condition of cotton textile industry, 
to examine the causes of depression and in partieular to consider whether 
the depression is due to the competition of other countries. The Board wae 
instructed to rsport whether the industry was is need of protection and if 
so in what form and lor what (l8riod pruteotion ehonld bo given. The Board 
was further instruotod to m~ke any other recommendations germane to 
the subject. 

Japnnose Competition. 
The Board h111 found thnt the pre...nt depression is largely dne to 

causes which are uot peculiar to India but are world-wide in their opsrstion. 
In India itself, depreesion has been more acntoly felt in Bombay than ia 
other parts and the Board attributes this stata of all'airs partly to causes lor• 
which the mill·o~ners themselves are responsible, partly due to competition 
of milia in other parts of lr.dia aud partly to competition from Japan. Urodor 
the first be•d litre'" is laid on tbo nudue conservatism and insufficient 
diversification of production while the relative prooperity of miUa in 
the other parts ol India is asoribrd mainly to uatu1"a! advant.tgea they 
possess, porticularly in a lower rate of wageo &nd alao in their proximity 
to their markets and to areas from which they obtain their raw material. 
Tho B.:ard has emphBBised the importance of the increasing competition 
of mills in other parts of India as a menace to the industry in Bombay 
and considers that it constitutes a problem not leSB urgeot than that whicb 
arises from competition from abroad. The Board has founcl that com(l8ti
tion from .. broad from which tho Bombay mill industry is aull'ering is from 
one country only. It was not co•tauded by the Bombay Millownera' 
Association that either tho volume of imports from tho United Kingdom or 
the prices at which they were aGld had in any way been a contributing ••
ol tho present depression. In regard to imports [I'Om aU oountriea other 
than Japan. tho Board bas found tba$ there has been no ohange to the 
disadvantage of India aa oompa1·ed with tho pwwar position. 

On tho other ·hand Japaneae competition is severely affecting tho 
induatry in respect buth of yarn and pieeegooda end iD ao lar u thia aom• 
petition io facilitated by inferior oonditiolla of labour in Japan the induotry 
bas in the :poord'a vieiV eatablislled ita ulsim to "roteotio11 against it. Xh, 
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inferior conditione, )!M'tioularly referred to, arise from the provision. ol 
Japaneae Factory Law which permits the employment of women by mght 
and thereby enables Japanese mills to work double shifts.. The advanta~ 
to Japanese mills in the actual coso ol mauulaeture acoordmg to the Boards 
eatimats ia about -. per cent on botb yarn and cloth ; hut il a reasonable 
return on the capital is included in the cost ·of protection the advantage 
incr0ll8es to 10 per cent on yarn &nd 12 and a ball per cent on clot b. 
'ins Japanese mills will, the Beard thinks, retain their advantages until a 
date "hen the amended Fnctory Low com68 into full operation which is 
expected to be the let ol July 1929 and in that case nny iutln9nco on the 
market of the stocks accumulated beforo that dato should have disappeared 
by the ond of the official year 1929·80. 

All tho findings of the Board which have been mentioned are unani
mous, except as reg•rds the estimated advantage to a Japanese mill wot·king 
double sbilta if a lair return on the capital is included in the cost ol 
production. 

Beard's Recommendationa. 
In addition to a number of detailed recommendations directed towards 

the improvement of the in\ernal organisation of the industry tbe Board has 
made two imports11t recommendations designed to assiat the industry in 
stouring " greater diversification- of production and to stimulate a larger 
output of good• of higher quality. The tlrat ia the establishment with tloanci~ 
assistance from the Government of combined bleaching, dyeing 11ud printing 
work• at Bombay. The recommendation is unanimous. 

The second which is put forward by a m!\iority of the Board is for 
payment for period of lour years of a bounty of one e.nna per pound or ito 
equivalent on the production of yam of 32a and higher counts. B!ISed on 
_tho output ol an average of 111 p. c. of the total working spindleage in a 
mill, the cost of this bounty is estimated to be about 30 lakhs of rupees 
per annum. The President of the Beard, Mr. Noyce, dissents from th;a 
recom>nendstion. A mujority of the Board bas prop.>Sod that import duty 
on cotton piocegoods should be increased from 17 to 15 per cent for a 
period of three :fMrs. The primary object of this inorenoo i• to provide 
funds to m .. t the cost of the proposed bounty of •pinning of finer oouots 
and oortain other proposals mada by tho Board but it will also serve to 
reduce the rigour of competition from Japan from which the induatry sulfere. 
No inoreaso in duty on yarn ia recommended by the majority in view of 
the ell'eet that such a moosure mi~ht have on the handloom industry. The 
President of the Beard, Mr. Noyce, does not consider th:ot au all·rou ·d 
inorense iu import dnty on pieoegoods can bo .iustified but has r<commended 
thnt an additional duty of 4 yer cent. sbould be imposed on all cotton 
manufactureo iocludiog yarn imported from Japan for a period of three years. 

. Government's Decisions. 
The Beard bas proposed several other measures for "the 88Bistnnce of 

the industry by the Government. Most of these are under separate con 
aiderntion and only one can be mentioned here. The Beard has unanimously 
recommended the remission of import duty on cotton textile. machinery and 
on oerta_in !"ill stores f01; a_ pariod of three years after whioh the question 
Cl_l continumg • t~e rem!SSIOD -would be considered in the light of the condi· 
!lions then ell!stmg, The loss of customs rovenno from tbis romiasion 
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aceording to the Board's estimate is about 50 l•khs of rupooa per anmtm. 
Finally, the Board emphasises its view that State aid and ch•nges io tho 
Tariff which it has proposed oan in themselves p!'Ove no more than p>lliatives 
and would indeed fail in their purposo if thoy did not succeed in stimulat
ing and encouraging the indu~try to uudcrta.ke reorganisation and etfeot 
economies on linea auggested. The Government of India are unable to 
accept the recommendation of the majority of tbe Board that spinning of 
higher counts of yarn •hould be stimulated by the grant of a bounty. They 
are satisfied that the administrative diffioultios in tho working ol 
a echome ol the kind proposed are i11superahle and they agree with the 
view expressed by the President ol the Board (Mr. Noyce) that a long 
established industry such ns the cotton textile industry in Bombay should 
need no stimulus at the cost ol generul tax-payers nor that such a develop
ment is in its own interest. 

As rogarde the proposal lhnt the Government ehould contribute towards 
the cost establishing combined bleaching, dyeing and printing works in 
Bombay the Government of India are unable to expreas any opinion until 
they have nscertcincd the views of the Local Government and of the 
cotton mill iodustry in Bombay and elsewhere. Rejection of the proposed 
bounty on spinning of finer counts removes the principal reason advanced 
by the majority of tho Turilf Board for genom! increase in impurt duty of 
cotton piecegoods. The Government of India aro also satisfied that on the 
facta as found by the Board no C3Se h!loS been eetablished lor a generul 
increase in duty as a measure of protection. 

The Government of India acoept the finding of the Board that the 
advantage to J•pan 1·esulting from labour condition• in that country until an 
amended factory law comes into full operation in actual oost of manufacture 
would not bo ntsisted at about 4 per eeut on both ynrn and cloth. In 
making this calculation the Board bas allowed lor the fact that double shift& 
are universal in spinning mills in Japan bnt not in woaving mi11s in which 
average hours worked are only 14·15 hours, but the majority ol the Board 
omitted to make a OurrespoJ>ding allowance when calculating the advantage 
il a reasonable return on the capital is included. Hence the advantage to 
Japan whtn calculated on this basis should be 10 per oent on cloth and not 
12 and a half per cent as stated by the majority ol the Board. It follow& 
that the advantage to Japan oven if a reasonable return on the capital is 
included is already sufficiently covered by the existing revenue duty ol 11 
por oont on cotton piocegoode. No additional duty on this account can, 
therefore, be juetified. The exioting revenue duty on yarn is only 5 per 
cent end in this ease il this calculation of the majority is accepted the 
advantage to Japanese mills is not fully covered but an additional duty on 
yarn only would affect prejudicially tho bacdloom industry and for this 
roason should not he imposed. 

Removal of import duty on machino1y nnd on materiols ol the industry 
was recommended by the Fiscal Commission and is in accordance with the 
principle of the resolution adopted by the J,egislativo Assembly on the I Oth 
Febru•ry. 1923, that tho fisa.tl policy of the Government of India may led· 
timately be directed towards fostering tho development of indue~rieo in 
Indio. 

In giving etlect to this principle as revenue considerations permit~ the 
Government ol India are preparod to give precedence to articles Q8ed ohie~v 
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Con.cl•ua.itone, and. Re.co.mmon-dat~0-1111· 
'l'ha following ia a summary of the eonolusions and recommendations 

of· the Boa~:-

C.llAP-TBR II, 
fl) The moat striking feature in the history o£ the eotton textile 

industry in India from 1899- to 1912 in the expension in every-direction 
especially in weaving (para 7.). 

(~) Other important features in the history of this period aro the. losa 
of the· export trad& in yarn, the gradually-deoreBBing-dominaneeof Bombay 
and the increasing share- of J&pan in the import trade (para 7.) -

CHAPTER Ill. 

(3)' The. present depresaion in. tho cotto11 textile industry, bad heen and 
iS '!'Doli acutely felt in, Bombay than in othllr centres (para lL) -

('4) . The mills which have apinni••g departmeuta only have been affeo
ted to a_ greater extent than mills which have both apinning and weavillg dn
partmenta (para 12). 

{Iii. The demand for l'rotection hss not bean as earnestly pressed. from 
otbe~ centres as from Bombay and Ahmedabad (para 13), · · 

Cn A ETBR IV· 
(6). The, 11ltered relation, between.agrarian.~nd general. prices. since 1920 

P.u po.nmlipted t9 t!>e. depression in t!!e indust? (para 14); · · 
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(7} The boom and the depression in India b&ve presented all the 

features whioh chat'llcterisea a trade.cycle (pat'll IIi}. 
(8) The ooorae of American cotton pricea has contributed to the dopres

sion in the industry (para 16). 

0RAPTBB. V, 
(9) The competiRon of Japanese yarn 1>xercis .. a dopressing•effoot on 

the price of Indian yarn (para 20 ), 
·(10) Japanase yarn of S2s. is being s~ld at·a .prioe which is pt'liCtioaJiy 

equal to the cost of ma.nulaoture alone of yarn of ·thia count in India without 
any allowance for profit or depreciation (para 20). 

{U) In cloth of the lower counts, that is, in drills and "he~tings, 
Indian mills are able to hold their own and it is, therefore, doubtful 'Wbotber 
the Japanese imports in these lines 'control plica• in India (pam 26). 

(Ill) In oloth of counts of 30a. and above, th~ cost of manulacturo 
alone in Indian mills is either prootioally equal to or higher than the Japanese 
sale price and Japanese OOmlJetition, therefore, exercisea a ·depressing ·elfe<Jt 
on the prices of Indian mill production (para 26). . 

(13) The depreciation of the J ~>pan•se eJroh•nge, whilo it lasted, stimu· 
lated eX{h)rte from Japan to ludia but Japan now enjoys no &peciol advantage 
in regard to exchange (para 30 ). • 

(14) Double shift working in Japan gives the Japanese induatr;v ·flll 
advantage of 4 1Jel' oent on tho ootoal cost of manufacture both 'Of yarn 
and cloth. This advantage is oousiderably increased· if 11. reasonable return 
on oapito.I is included in the cost of production (para 32). 

Ut!) It does not appear thet mills in Japan can, as a rule, obtain 
higher prices in the home m&rket than they can from exports and a oharge 
ef dumping in the uaual sanae of the word cannot, therefore, be snbatan· 
tiated (para n). . 

'(16) 'Conditions ol labour in Jllpan are Inferior to those In lndla in 
respect of hours and t'be employment of women and juvenilea at night; 
1para 311). 

(17} It m\lat, therefore, be held that there is unfair competition between 
Japan and India, and that this competition is an imr.rtant 08086 of the 
present depreasion.in the cotton textile industry (para. 31i • 

CHAPTER VI. 
{18) The stabilisation of the rnpoe at ls. 6d. coming ..a it does at 

a time of falling prioas, has rendorod·the 1Jroblem .prc~ented by the disparity 
between prices and wages in the ind'll!try somewhat more pronounced 
{para ss). 

( 19) Over-capitalisation baa contributed to accentuate the deproaaion 
in Bombay (para. 39.) 

(20) The dividends paid by the Bombay indnst.ry 'during 'the 'bootll 
lJeriod were unduly high (pam 40.) 

(21) Except to the eJ<tent that defeote in the managing llgefiey l;yatem 
anch 118 undue conservatism and lack of initiative have contributed to the 
present depreasion that aystem cannot be hold to bo mponsible for the existing 
conditions (para 41.) . · 

(22) 'l'he UBe of inefficient macbinet,y cannot be held to have alfected 
\he indnatr;v to any appreciable extent (para 42). 
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(23) Difficulties in arranging finance both by mills and deolera in 

piecegoods have contributed to accentuate the depression {para 43). 

GRAPTBR VII. 
(24) The loss of the China trade in yarn is an important c:~use of the 

preaent depression in Bombay (para u). 
(2~) The loss of the export trade in yarn bOll not heon compensated 

appreciably by an increase in the export of piecegoods (para 45.) 
(26) The increasing competition of mills in Ahmedabad and other 

oentrtll is also an imporb>nt cause of the present depression in Bombay 
(para 46.) 

· (27) Greater attention to diversification of production, more direot 
contract with consuming centres and greater alertness on the part of conr 
miasion agsnts would to some extent have mitigated the eeverity of the 
depression in Bombay (para 47.) 

(28) 'Ihe depression in bdia has not been accompanied by any decrease 
in production but over-production cannot be held to be a cause of the 
depresaion {pora 48.) · 

(29) Labour costs in Bombay are markedly hi~her than those in other 
centrts (para 4 9.) 

(30) High labour eoats in Bombay canno~ bo held to have caused tho 
depre .. ion but they have undoubtedly aooeutua~ed it {para 49.) 

(31) High loco! taxation bas added to the difficulties coused by tho 
depression in Bombay (para 60.) 

0BAPTIIR VIII. 
(32) Examination of the. figures of cost of production in the various 

·centres shows tha~ by far the greatest disability in costs of manulllotnre 
from which Bombay auffem in comparison with Ahmedobad and other up
country centres is in its high cost of labour (para 52.) ' 

(33) Bomba)' is onder substential disnd•antegea as compared witli 
oth81' centree in regard to cost of fuel end power, cost of water and higher 
local texation, but these appear to be rather more than offset by advanteges 
in regard to cost of stores, of insurance and of office exponse (para fill.) 

(34) In regard to supplies· of raw material the b&lance of advnn~ 
tage as compared with other centres is on the whole, against Bomba:r 
(para ll2), · 

(35) Proximit:r to local markets is a factor which operates appreiriahly 
to the benefit of the mills in upconntry centres. (para 52). · 

CBAl'TBR IX, 
(36i To the extent that the depression in the cotton textile" industry 

in India is the outcome ·of the eyolical charact81' of trade, it is not of a 
permanent nature (para 53), 

.(37) It io impo58ible to express a definite opinion as to bow far foreign 
competition can be regarded as a permanent cause of doprassion (para 1!3 ). . 

{38) The loss of the China trade in yarn must he regarded as a cause 
of depression which is of a permanent character (para liS), 

(39) When the inoreaaing competition with the Bombay induatr:v of 
.Abmedabed and other upaountry centres is a tempon:r:v or. permanen~ 
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cause of depressbn must depend on the steps mkon by the Bombay induotry 
to meet it {para 53). 

( 40) In regard to the purchase of raw material in Bombay, a single 
hedge contract is the id•al to he aimed at but, in the meantime, proposrus 
on the Jines of the scheme put forward by Messrs. Forbes, Forbes, Campbell 
and Company for reducing tho number ol the existinll hedge oontrnots and 
widening their eoope should again ba placed before the Representative 
Committee of the E•st India Cotton Association (para lili), 

(U) Managing agents would be well adviaed to employ brokera who 
do not operata on their own account and who a1-e not thomsolves in notual 
possession of cotton (para 53). · 

(43) No economies in the cost of fuel and powor appear possible' in 
Bombay (para 56). 

(43) A further reduction in the charge for water in Bombay is desira-
ble (pam 57). . 

( 44) Managing agents should exercise the closest supervision over all 
purchases of etoros (para. ilS). ·. 

(45) The only alternative to a reduction in wages in the B!'mbay mill 
industry is increased labour efficiency and it is in this direction that the 
truo lines of advance lies (pars. 69 ). 

(46) Tbe general adoption in Bombay of the system of maintaining a 
labour reserve to provide against absenteeism is desirable (para 60 ). 

(47) The piecework system should be extended to spinnere in Bombay 
and should be accompanied by an increase in the number cf spindles allottsd 
to each spinner (para 61). 

(48) The disparity between the wages nf spinners and weavers is a 
matter which demande the attention of the industry (pars 61). . 

(49).An inorsaae in tbe number of looms attended by a weaver would 
tend to economy and give increased oarnings to the weaver even when 
accompanied by" slight reduction in rate (porn 61). 

{50) Economiea oimilar to those euggestsd in the spinning and weaving 
departments can be effected in the preparatory departments (pora 61). . 

(51) If the efficiency of operativea is to be improved, it is essential 
that there should be an improvement in the standard of efficiency of jobbers 
(para 61). . 

(l52) Innrsased efficiency cannot be expeotsd from oporativea unless 
they are provided with suitable raw material, The existing tendency to epia 
higher counte of yarn than the quality of the cotton warrants oeusos brea
ksgee and increaeos the work of the spinner and the weaver (para 61). 

(l53) The fixation of a definite period of rest to enable operatives to 
taka their morning meal ia desirable (para 62). 

(54) Labour should be recruited directly by the offioere in charge of 
the department of the mill which requires it or by a responsible aseiatent 
and not by the jobber (para 63), 

(lUi) The practice of compelling weavere to toke oTer cloth apoilt by 
defsctive workmanship at its foil value should ba abolished (pam 64). 

(li6) Fines levied should be need for the benefit of the operativea as a 
body (para 64). 

(li7) The otsndardimtion of wagea throughout the Bombay mill indoatey 
would undoubtedly etrengthen the p011i~on of the industey, A suiteblt 
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achemo could only he drawn up in consultation ·with the representatives of 
labour (para 65). 

(58) :Blocks of the ohawls hn~lt by the ·:Bomhey Dovel~pment Depart
ment might be tukoo ove: and adminutered by groups of mills or by the 
Bombay Millowners' Association as a body (para 66). 

(69) The town duty of one rnpee per bole should be reduced to eight 
annas per bale on all ootton ·consumed by the Bombay mills (para 66). 

(60) More attention to wellare work ·on tho part of the Bombay mill 
indnatry io desirable when linanoial conditions ·permit (para 67). . 

( 61) Certain alterations in the ooureoa in cotton textiles in the Viotaria 
Jubilee Teobnioal Inatitnto are desirable (para 68). 

· (62) Tho I>rovision of more facilities for teohoical adueation ·of mill
operatives especially jobbers is essential to any improvement in efficiency. 
The .early establishment of Trade Schools in Bombey is, therefore, desirable 
(para 68). 

(6S) The preparation and distribntion of technical handbooks, in the 
vernaenlar, plentifully illustrated and drawn up on suitable lines, for the use 
of jobbars and operatives should be undertaken (para 68). 

(64) The high labour 0011ts in Bombay cannot be raduced by the intro· 
duction of the Northrop looms hut the experiments with tbe W'hittakor 
attachment should be continued {para 69). 

(6li) Bombay is not a ·suitable. centro for the adoption of thll double 
shift a:ystem aince the city it already very congested and the ·l'roaence of 
the additional labour iorca -which ·would he required would increase this 
Mngeetion (pam '10}. 

( 66) The desirability of imposing additional1ll!Bessment on 'tob' lands 
in graduated stages ·when the I>resent assessment ·expires should be cou
oiderad (para '12). 
. ·(6'1) 'I he Bombay Mill owners' 'Asaooiation ·should consider the possibility 
d undertaking fire insurance for its members '(para '13), 

(68) No economies under the bead of technical and supervising staft' 
mn he auggeated but the proper training of snob stall should ba insisted on 
in all oases (pam 74}. 

·(119) Depreciation including 11ny amount 'Which may be in arrears, 
ahould .innriably ba regarded as a. first ·obarge on profits (p&-ra 'lo). · 

(70) Mill steaks should in all cases be oheoked at audit (para 76). 
(71} The practice of employing an auditor who is Teletad to the 

managing agent is·ol'OD to objeotion and should he diseontinned (para 76). 

'CRAP T IIR X, 
(72) The Bombay Millowners' Association 'should take immediate stspa 

to obtain a full nmge of samples and to maiotain a full reoord of prices of 
Ail imported 'COtton manufactures which compete with ·Indian goods·(para 77). 

(73) The Bombay Millowners' Association should constitute 'liulroom
mittees to deal with questions relating to export •nd bome 'lllarkets, 
fiDance, labour, registration of labels and ·numbers, supply ·of raw lllaterial 
and woollen mills (para 77 ), 

(74} Combined action should be taken by the Millownera' Assooiationa 
lllld other bcdies interested to ensure that the quality of cloth 'Bold under 
•t~articular number is maintained ('para 78). 
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(711)· At. least; one, member of each firm of managing agenta ehould. ha.ve 
ileoeived. technical training (para 79). 

('1.6) The praotioe of inveeting t.he surplus lnnds of mills with firms 
of ahroffs is undeairable and should he diso·>ntinued ae ebc>uld thah of lending 
thJI lunda of on11 conG&m tc>. another. under tbe same managing ageno:v 
(par& 79). 

(77) Writing down of capital in the Bomb&:r mill industr;v is a matter 
which oslls for further attention. (para 80). 

(78) Bomb&:!' ahonld ntilis& to the full ita natoral ndVI\!ltages in a.e 
matter of climate and situation. for a.e production of goods. ol highar oounlll 
than it has done in the pa•t (para 81). 

{79) The dillienltiea in regard to suitable raw material are. not insllr' 
mountable, ar.d can bo overcome temporaril:r h;r greater 1lB8 of AmericGD 
and African cotton (para Rl ). 
. (SO) The charges levied for fnmingation. are a handicap to. the: use of 

Amorioan aottvn.{para 81). 
(81) In a great expansion iu. the Bombe;r mill production of bleached 

eoloured, dyed and printed ~ocde lies one. remedY. for the depresaion in the 
indoetr;v in Bomba;r (para 82). 

(8~) There ia no rrason why a.~ printing industry should, noh be 
anccessfull:r establiabed in India, prol'ided a.e.oparationa are on a autliciently. 
large scale, and the latest developmenta in technique, are ntilis&d to th~ 
full. II; is necessar;v, therefore, that a.e. matter should h<l token OJ! b:r a 
eombination of mills (para 82). 

(83) A large factor:v· for combined. printing, bleaching. and. dyeing 
should be established in or near Bomba:r and there would aeem to be great 
advantages for placing it at Ambernath {para 83). 

(84.) Greater attention to the quality of prodnetion is desirable (para 83), 
(S5) Tho praetice.of selling Jaro under double. numbers is undesirable.. 

ll'!d •hould be diaoontioned (para 83). 
(86) Both the system of aelea on commission and that of· selling through 

the milla' own shopoc bave advanteges and it is not possible, therefore, to 
aa:v which is prcfereble (para 84). 

(87) Representatives of mills ehould vioit the consuming centres from 
time to time in order to acquaint themselves closely. with the character of. 
demand (para 84). . 

(88) The Bombny Millownera' Association should &rrnuge. ior trade, 
aorreepondents. in a.e principal consuming centres. (para 84 ). 

(89) Managing agents ehould not act 011 guarantee brokers fot tho. 
mills they control(para 84), 

(90) It is desirablA that the finance of the cotton indnatry sbnnld h<l. 
inveatig~ted and that an enquiry into a.e possibility of introducing the 
wa~ehonoe eystem into India should. form part of this invostigation (para 85). 

{91) The development of the export trnde of Bombay would be a 
valuable means of relieving tho depre .. ion (para 86). 

(92) Coloured and dyed goods form_ the largest part of the exporlll of 
piece goode and further expansion of this side of tho Bombay industry; would, 
thereforo. strengthen its position in the fo!'Oign market (para 86). 

(93} It ia esaential to the development of the export traM of Bombay, 
that ade<tnate information regarding foreign markets should be available 
!!nd that tile induatr;f should be in a poaitiO!! to utillse it (para 86), 
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- {94) The industry should examine the feasibility of a comhi?ation of 
the mills intcnetcd in the txport trade for tho purposo of arrangmg snob 
details as manufacture of lines requirod, allocation of qu~ntities nmotig the 
members ned pr<•v••tion of imitation of marks and numbers (p•rs 86). 
- (96) Tho at..•tistiaal information regarding the industry should be 

improved in certain rospects (para 81). 

0RAPTBR XI 
- - (96) High protective duties on the scale edvooatod by the B-lmbay and 

Ahmedabad Millowners' Association cannot be justified (p3ra 90) -
(97) The claim for a protective duty of 41 per cent to enable the Indian 

mill industry t<> make provision for depreciation of plant and machinery 
cannot be admitted {para 91 ). 

(98) No justifi..,tion exists for a differential duty against Japan on the 
ground of depreciated exchange (para 91). 

(99) The CIISI! for a small all round inorell!!& in the import duty on 
cotton manufactures other than yarn is strengthened by tb~ undoubted tem· 
parary hlllldicap i'!roposed on tho industry by the o!;abilisation of the l'Dpee 
at Is. 6d. {para 91 }. 

(100) A mtdcrato measure of protection both for yarn and oloth can be 
justified lor •uoh period "" labour conditions in Japan continue inferior to 
those in India (para 92}. 

(101) An edditional duty on· yarn is tmdesirable in view of its elfed 
on the handloom industry (para 92). 

(102) A differential duty against Japan is undesirable (para 92). 
(103) Tho proposal to give protection against unfair compatition from 

Japan in the form of apeoific duties levied on the olass of goods which ara 
in the main imported from that country is open to seveml objection and 
cannot he Eupported. Protection to tho industry ahould therefore, be given 
in the form of an ruldition to the present duty on all cotton manufactures 
other than yarn (para 92). 
- {104) No justification for an expert duty on cotton can be established 
(para 93). ' . 

(I 0~) The conco•sion of free entry enjoyed by ooUon mill machinery 
aud mill stores prior to 1921 should again be granted (p•ra 94). 

(106) The moat satisfactory meLhod of working the co•cession so fur 
as atores are oenceroed would be to grout total exemption from stores whieb 
can only be need in the mill or bandloom induatl'ies and to exempt other 
atores from duty if imported dir.ct by a mill or t<> grant a refund on them 
when they are purobascd from "stockist.'' Two lists have been drawn up 
accordingly (para 94). . 

0 R A P T B R X I I. 
_ (107) A stimulus to the production of goods of higher quality esn best 

lie ginn in the form of a bounty on tho spinning of higher counts of yarn 
instead of by an ndditional import duty on yarn {para 96). 
- (108} A bounty of one anna per poULd, or its cqoivalent on yarn of 
828 and higher counts, based on the production of an average of 15 per 
cent of the tats! working spindleage in a mill in Dritiah lt.dia would meet 
the situation (paga 97). 

(109) The operation of thil bonnt1 should be limited to four ;vearo 
(pam 97). · 
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(110) The bounty should be limited to the prodootion of Ill per oeot. 
of the spindleage in any mill and would not be given nnloss the total spin
dleage employed on higher counts e""""ded 1 and a half par eent. and the 
average count spun was not below 84• {pera 97). 

{Ul) One great advantage of this 1<>hemo is that the pesition of the 
bandloom industry will not be alfeeted {para 97). 

(112) As tho m&jority of Indian mills have both spinning and weaving 
departmento, the absence of protection for the lower counts oi 79r11 ia 
compensated by the additional all round duty on oloth. Contingenoioo ID"J 
arise in which an additional duty on yarn would bo justified (po.ra 98). . 

(113) If a ••tiafaetory scheme lor a combined bleaching, dyeing and 
printing plant can bo put forward by the Bombay mill industry, aaeistanoe 
from Government ahould be given (para 99). 

(114) No juotifieation can be eatablishad for the grant of export bountieo 
(para 100). 

(115) Two Trade Commisaione!'B should be appointed, one at Basra aed 
one at Mombasa {para 101). 

{116) Before Trade Commissioners are appointed for other countries, 
8 rapid survey of the potentialities of tho market• in those countries should 
be undertaken by 8 small mission {para 101 ). 

(117) It is mast important in the interests of tho Bomb!lJI' mill induatry 
that it sbould have its own representatives in the principal expert markets. 
Expenditure by the Bombay Millownera' Association in this roapeol ahould 
be snpplemeoted for four yearo by the grllllt of an equal amount from 
Government up to a maximum of Rs. 211,000 annually (pera 101}. 

{118) The queation of onbeiding ehipping iroighto abould be invoatigated 
by the Trade Commissioner and by the oommercial misaion suggosti!d in 
(116). Combination on the part of the Bombay Millownera' Association 
would place it in a much stronger position to negotiate with shipping 
eom panies ( pera I 02 ). 

{119) The difficnlties in applying a policy ol discrimination in regard 
to ruilway freights to the oottoo textile indnatry are insuperable (para 103). 

(120) Spoci6c compbinto in regard to inoqualities ol railway freights 
are " matter for investigation by the Railway Rates Adviaory Committee 
(para 103). 

(121) Tbo existing facilities in tho D!lltter of railway aidlngs in Ahmoda· 
bod are sufficient (para 10i). 

{122) Tbo oharges for the fumigation of American eotton entering India 
.are leviad in tho intar•sts of the eultivatora of ootton should be borne by 
general revenue {para 105). ' 

{123) No case bas been made out for the abolition of company eoportax 
(pera 106). 

(124) Tbe coat of those proposals which involve expenditure should 
be met by an additional import duty of four per cont. on aU eotton manufao
turos other than yarn (para 107). 

{126) This duty should be imposed for 8 period of throe yeora (para 107). 

0R.&PTIIR XIII. 
(126) No justification has been eatsblil!hed for tbo special treatment of 

~be hosiery industry (para l 09). 
{127) Tbe abolition of tba duty on ;yarn of oounllll!bove 4.011. or tho 

111 
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IO'&Ilt of a rebate of the daty:to mills using such yam cannot be supported 
(para 110). · · · . 

In conclusion, the majority of ns wish to expl'l!SS our deep regret that 
we have been unable to obtain tbe President! a lll!pport for our aobeme of a 
'bounty on the spinning of yarn of higher counts. We wish to emphllllise that 
this is the only point of importanee on which there is any dillerenoe of 
opinion between the Members of the Board and that in every other respect. 
apart from one or two matters of analysis or calculation, there baa been 
complete unanimity which baa found expre .. ion in the presentation of a 
single Roport. We would also like to express nnr souse of obligation to the 
President fOT helpful discussion in the dreft;;ng of thot part of the Report 
with which he Iinde himsell in disagreement. 

Changes in Tarill. 
The changes in the taril! which were suggested to us were three in 

number : additional import duties on yarn, piecegoods and other cotton 
manufactures, an export duty on rnw cotton, and the abolition of the duty 
on mill machinery and mill stores. We procead to examine these llllggestions, 

We received much evidence in favour of the imposition of additional 
. import duties on cotton manufactures but, apart from those which were put 
forward on· behs.lf of the hosiery industry whioh we deal with elsewhere, 

. tbe only dolinito suggestions which we deem it neceessry to discusa oame 
'from the representatives. of the industry in B~mh&y and Ahmedabad. Tho 
·proposals · put lorward by tho two Millowners' Aseociationa were not, 
. however, in close agreement nor were they adv&need on the samo grounds. 
:In their original representation, the Bombey Millowners' Association asksd 
·for "a aoientifio taril! so that the goods which Indian mills can manufacture 
and supply to India shall not be open to unfair com petition from foreign 
compotitors." They went on to state that the industry required, "in order 
to place it in an equal position with foreign countries in respect of the oost 
of manufacture, additional protection equivalent to 13 per oont and further 
additional protection to enable the mills to make the necessary allowances 
for depreciation· to plant and m110hinory." This 13 per oent was hlllled on 
tho 8 per cent advantage which 'it was held th..t Japan possessed on the 
l!l'ound of depreciated exchange aud on II per cent advantage due to inferior 
labour conditions. The additional protection a•ked for to enable provision 

_to be made for depreciation was subsequently placed at 4 and half per 
cent eo that the total demand was for 17 and ball per cent. In their 
reply to our qtlestionnaire, the Aseocl~tion explained that by "scientific tariff'' 
they meont a fixed duty per pound on the different classes of cotton goods 
imported into India and that they had in mind a tarill somewhat similar to 
that in force in Japan. Tbey considered "that a heaV)' duty ohould be 
~levied on coarse goods and lower counts of yarn, a moderate duty on medium 
olaasu of goods and a low duty or the present rate on big•r connta and on 

. special types of goods which cannot be manufactured in Indio. economically." 
In the course of their oral examination, the :representatives of tho Aaaocia
tion elaborated their position and explained that the increased "ad valorem" 

. duty of 17 and a ball per cent and the soientilic tariff were altarnativa 
· suggest;ions and that i£ the ocientific tariff were adopted in preference to tho 
! 7 and a. half per cent "ad valorem" duty the specific duties imposed under 
tt on certam classes of goods would require to be much heavier. 
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The ooneero of the Bombay Millowners' Association was with proteotion 

against what they regarded as ·unfair oompetitioo. The Ahmedabad Mill· 
owners' Association went further. In their reply to our questionnaire, they 
asked for a substantial increase in the import duty on oloth and yarn up to 
40s oouots, a moderate increase lor counts up to 60s a1od littlo or no inorooso 
on oonnts above 60s. In their oral examination, they explained thnt they 
asked for incraased duti8S on all imported yarn, both and other manufaotured 
goods and ju.tified tho extension of their demand bayond that put forward 
by the Bomba;v MiUowners' Asaooiatioo oo the ground that the edditional 
duties proposed would enable the Indian mill industry to establish itself 
firmly.io the spinning of higher oounts of yarn and the manuf110tnre of cloth 
therefrom. In the course of their oral examination, their repreeentativ~~a 
also changed the character of their demand slightly and asked that the higher 
dut;v ebould be imposed at a uniform rate on nll counts of ;yarn up to 60s 
and on oloth manutaeturad therefrom, the duty on yarn and cloth above 
60s. to be auoh dut;v as was required for revenue purposes. 

We ha.ve before us, tbereloro, three dilferent porposala, two ema.nating 
from the Bomba;v Millowners' Association and one from the Ahmedabad 
Millowners' Association. These are :-

(1) Additional duties to the extent of 17 and a half per eent on cott~n 
manufactures imported from countries from which there is "unfair" oom· 
petition. 

(2) Speoitio duties of amounts not specified on all imported goods of 
low, medium and higher oounts respectively but which woold work out on 
oertsin clasa .. of goods at a higher rate that the ad·valorem dnt;v. 

{S) Additional duties to the extent of 12 and a half per cent on all 
cotton manufactured goods of counts up to 60s. from whatever country 
imported and lower duties on thoeo of counts above 60s. 

Before we proceed to examine in detail the grounds on which the 
Bombay Millownera' Aaaociatioo have sought to justify the impoaition of the 
additional duties the;v suggest, it is neoossar:v that we should consider, in 
their broader aspects, the problems involved in the lev;v of duti11a at the rate• 
lllll!geated by the two Associations, in other words, the general effect of 
high .additional duties on the future oourso of prio611 and the development 
of the industry. 

Effect of High Additional Duties. 
The first of the three proposals eet forth above is that an edditional 

dut;v of 17 and half per oeut should be levied on all imports from foreign 
oountries from which there ia "unfair competition." The duty would thus 
he a differential dut:v on a comparatively small portion of the imrorta even 
if it were decided, in order to avoid tbe difficulties arieing from the exis
tence of·. the Anglo·Japaneee Convention of 1905, to extend it to a1 
countries outside the British Empire. It is unneoeaaary to enter in an1 
detail into analysis of the working of snob a dut;v and it will Bllffioe to state 
the conolusfon that a differential duty on a relatively mall portion of the 
80pply do611 not bring shout an increase in price over the whole ouppl;v 
unless. 'and the reservation is of the greatest importance in the present 
conoe:rlon, prices before the lev:v ol the duty have not been ouch aa to yield 
an adequate return to the industry. If, on the other hand, as i1 claimed, 
prices llavo be~n foroed btlow the coat of production of efficient mill• h1 
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the pressure of unfair foreign competition, the .l~vy of a. dilferent!al ducy 
againat the conntriea from which snob oompetition comes ahould rotse them 
to a level which is, at 8D1 rata, aufficiently high to meet the expenses of 
production. The extent of the rise will depend on tho extent to which it 
oorreota the unfair advantsgea enjoyed by foreign competitors. To tb.> extent 
of thst rise, it involves a burden on the consumer but it cannot be oonai
derod an undue burden since no industry oen be expected to ouiler continu
ous looaea in bis interesta. Damping and depreciated exchange were bold 
by the Indian Fiscal Commission to constitute unfair competition againat 
which Indian induatry waa justified in aeeking protection beyond that 
al!orded by any existing revenue duties. Tbe case of unfair labour oondi· • 
tion was not apecifioally considered by the Indian Fiscal Commission but it 
appoara to us to fall within the same oatogory. We hold that an induatry 
may legitimately ask the Stete to assist it to revort to what may be regarded 
aa normal conditions of buainess and that the consideration ol deoiaive 
importance is, therefore, the correctness of the analysia of the situatiou and 
the aconrooy of the estimates of the disadvantages to which the in,dustry is 
subjected by unfair competition. It ohould be pointed out that, even il no 
counter-vailing ducy is levied a. rise in price is ir.evitable oince, unless Japon 
is able to eupply all tho requirements of India at the low prices at which she 
is 11ble to supply part of them, it h to her interest, once she has esteblishod 
herself in the Indian market, to allow pricos to rise to the level at which 
other competitors can sell without loss but which would yield her larger 
prt~fit& A rise of prices in 'his way would, however, be far more gradual 
than thet which follow the imposition of a differential ducy and in the 
meantime oerioue and perhaps lasting damage might have been infiieted on 
the home induatry. From the point of view of the consumer therefore the 
imposition of a differentiel ducy against unfair competition merely hastens 
the rise in prices which would, in any event, be brought about by the.:;pla.y 
of normal economie forces. -,. 

Tbe proposed specific duties stend on a different footing. They are 
Intended to secure in an indirect way what a ducy on all classes of goods 
imported !rom Japan ·would eeonre in a direct way. We shall deal subse
quent!,. with the administrative and technical difficulties which militste 
against the resort to such duties, whether for revenu.> or protective purposes, 
but would here draw attention to some considarations which we regard aa 
of very grtat importence. While the objective of duties imposed on the 
basis edvooeted by the Bombay Millownera' Association might be the imports 
:frum. one country only, the duties would affect the import• from all countries 
·alike. HeaV)' dutieo on co .. rae cloth and lower o~unts of yarn and moderate 
duties on medium classes of goods would cause a rioe in prices of all such 

· ,good a entering !Ddia. Tho rise in prices wonld thua be both more immedi· 
1ate 41Dd higher than would be effected by duties levied against the import. 
"!rom a particular country only. Tbe onl:v safeguard to the consumer would 
lie jn ·the operation ol internal competition and the operation of this factor 
"'oold -be impeded by the virtual monopoly in the coarser and medium goods 
!BSCured by the heavy duties on them. Tbe burden on the consumer would 
·t.!ma be ·heavy and of considerable duration and the only juatification for it 
'would lie "in the educative influence which my be brought to bear on the 
itdustrial cl&~sea of a nation to devote their energies to teska ·for which they 
!have adeqnate ruonroeo and opportunities but in which they nevertheless las 
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ehind the best practice that can be found elsewhere (Dr. Marshall)." There 
is, unfortunately, no reason to bolieve that any development in this direction 
would foUow. We have stated elsewbore our view thnt it is essential to the· 
recovery of the Bombay industry that there should be greater diveraifi0:1tion of 
production and a development ol the spinning ol higher counts of yarn. B.th 
the form and magnitude of the specific duties suggested would retard rathor 
promota aoch a development as they would place a premium on the spiouing 
of the lower counts and the ma&ufaclure ol cloth from them. They. would. 
therofore, in no case, benefit tbe Bomboy industry which stands in the 
P'flntest need oiiiSI!istance, for they would not help it in its 01mpetition with 
the upeountry mills. Tho result of such duties would be to imposo a burden 
on the consumer of the coarsor goods who is obviously lollSt able to bear it 
in order to enable the industry to persist in unprogressive lines of produc
tion and that too at a time when it is the· oontantiou, even of thJSe who 
advocate the duties, that hia purchasing power has been reduced. 

The proposals put forward by the Ahmedabad Millownors' Associa· 
tion differ from those e::rnmined immediately above in that they do not bvour 
the production of coarsrr goods to the dissdva!ltago of those of medium 
connt5 and are ind•ed put forward in the expectation that the change to 
medium com.ts would be stimuU.ted by the imposition of the duties they 
propose. The difference is, however, one of degree rather than one of 
principle. If there ia no differentiation in the treatment of coarse and. 
medium goods, it is not to be expected that a development in th• produc
tion 'of tbe latter which has been gnder diseut'sion for a long time past. 
without any appreciable results will come about. Tbo objeotions to apeoific 
duties 'llpply equally to these proposals. 

Exception may be taken to the presentation of the """e whioh hOJ! been 
put forward above on the ground tbet, while the specific dutiea have boon 
proposed either solrly or mainly to protaot the industry against unfair 
foreign oompstition we have applied a test which is irrelevant in this con· 
nexion, that ol the greatar diversification of the industry. So far as the 
Ahmedabud Millowners' Association are concerned, however, the view was 
distinctly put forward that the additional duties wero required even more 
for the promotion of greater diversifieation than for protection against 
unfair foreign competition. There is a further answer that, in view oi the 
heayy burden likely to be imposed on the consumor, protection on the soale 
IISked for can only be lOJ!itimately demanded by an infant induetry. 

It may further be urged tbet we have exaggerated the extent and 
duration of the burden to tho consumer as internal oompstition wonld 
operate to prevent any rise in prices beyond the level of normal expanse of 
prodnction including a reasonable return on capital. This view was placed 
before us both by the representatives of the indosrty and by other witoessea. 
It ia a view which Is widely held and io not without theoretical justification 
if long period results alone are considered. It is a vulid argom&nt that. 
given immunity from foreign competition, the home producer will at firat 
.reap the benefit of prices raised almost to the extent of the additional duty 
but tbat the prospsct of_mleh prices will induce increased production both 
by those already in t.u .. --old and by those attracted to the industry by the 
e:rpeetation of high profito. In coneequenoo, prices will again be lowerod 
by competition among the prodneers to the level at which they only oover 
coeta of production ineluding the reaaonable return on capital which it it lho 
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presumption tha.t at the earlier level of lowe~ prices h_rought .about by unfair 
foreign competition they did not do. But while the hu:h duttes are proposed 
avowedly on the ground tba.t only then will conditione be equ~liaed, the 
argument implies that the lower level ol pdcea brought about by ioternal 
competition will still be sufficiently high to compensate producers. In other 
words, either it ie sought to plaee on the consumer at the outset a l":r~er 
burden than ia justified or tho indusry will. as soon ns internal oompetttl?n 
I owere the level of prices, be no better off than it waa before the duties 
were imposed. 

A further objection to protection on the scale proposed by the re· 
presentative• of the industry is that whilst, on the one hnnd it would 
encourage additional production, on tne other, it would resttict consumption. 
The problem before the Indian mill inilustr:v and especially the .Bombay 
section of it ia to secure incronsed consumption and nob merely to make 
higher profits on restricted sales. The Bombay Millowners' Association in 
their original representation have expressed the view that enhanced import 
duties would not raise the prices to the consumer as internal competition 
betweet the mills in India would establish • equitable' pricos. We have 
examined this BSpect of the question above. They furbher msintain that 
the enhancemeot ol the import duties on cotton manufactures other than 
;vern to 11 per cent in 19111 did net raise the price of cloth or check its 
consumption. It is impossible to disentangle the elleot of an increased duty 
on prices or on consumption espeoielly where, as in the case of cotton 
textiles, so much depends on other factors such "" the coat of raw material 
in respect of prices or the preaenco or absence of :1 good monsoon in 
respect of consumption. But it is axiomatic that, other things being equal, 
the effect of au increessd duty must h• to enhanoo prices and that the effect 
of increased prices ia to restrict consumption. The figures of consumption per 
head of oloth which we give in Appendix IV throw some light on this 
as they bring out v•r:v clearly the extent to w bioh high prices restricted 
consumption, from 1917 to 1923, and espocically in 1919-20. It is difficult 
to draw a defiuito conclusion from the figures for the last four yeors but 
it is noteworthy that the consumption of oloth per bend in 19114·25, 15'01 
yards, was higher than in any year .since 1923·14 and that allowing for 
the alight corrected required owing to the absence of figures for exports 
h:v land for 19211-26 it is higher in 19215·26 than in any pre-war year, with 
the exception of 1912-13 and 1913·14 when imports were unusually high 
owing to the abundance and low prices of American cotton. Although 
prices in 1924·25 were slightly higher than in 1923-24, the average prices 
longcloth being 11'16 annos per pcubd in the former year against 21'52 annu 
in t!'e latte;- tbe consu~ption per bead in the latter year WIIB 15'01 yards 
egemst 12 12 yards In the former. This can be accounted for by the fact 
that 1924·25 followed a long aeries of years in wbioh prices had been high· 
and consumption below normal and also that the decline in prices which 
hat continued ever since set in Auguat of that year. The figures appear to 
ahow that the recent deeline in prices has otimnlated oonsumption a move
ment which an increase in impart duties would undoubtadly cheek. 

Our Preaident desire to make it clear that, while he is in entire 
agreement . with ~e views expresssd above, be wisher this part of the chapter 
)p be read In tho lisht of the remarks in his minute of dissent. · 
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The grounds urged in favour of high Additional Duties. 
We now prooeed to examine the grounds on which the Bombay Mill· 

owners' Aesooiation have pot forward a cla.im lor 17 and hall per cent 
protection againat foreign countries, the imports from which compete nnfairly 
with Indian manulaotor••· Tho ola.im for a ~ and half per cent duty to 
enabla Indian mills to make tbe """'""MY allowance for depreoiation of plant 
and maohinery can be di>miS!ed very briefty, D~preoiation ch&rgea &re 
obviously ae. mooh a coat of production in t.he oonnty against whioh proteo
tion is sought ae they are in this country anP an enhancement of protootion 
to enable provision to ba made for tbom ,. woll a• on the ground that costa 
of production, owin~ to \\nlair compotitiou, are lower elsewhesre than they 
are in Indi& would obviou,)y mean tbt they would be allowed lor twice 
over. No cluim for protection to enable this proviaion to be mado can, 
therefore, he admitted. · 

The Bombay Millowners' AS!ooiatioo claimed a protactive dnty of 
8 per cent on the ground of depreciAted exchange. It is unneoes•ary to 
examine the basia of the ealou!ations on whiob tbia claim waa made 
ainoe, as we have pointed out in paragraph SO any advantege which Jap~n 
l'OSS&esed owing to a depreciated exchange haa disappesrod with the res
toration of the yen to its gold parity and any disadvantegea to which the 
indoatry may be suhjooted from tbe stebilisation of the rupee at Ia. 6<!. are 
therefore not oonfioed to imports from Japan. In paragraph SS, we have 
disonesed the oxtent of tbMe disadvantoges and have st&ted our aonolusion 
that the atabilieatioo of the rupee at ls· 6d. coming as it hal done at a 
time of falling prices, bas rendered ·the problem preaented by the diaparity 
between prices and wages in the cotton textile industry more pronounced. 
That foreign competition may he iotensifiod in snob circumst&noea until 
pricea and wages adjust themselves to the altered ratio ia an economic trniam. 
A numb~r of countries hue enacted tarill legislation to safeguard home 
industries against unfair competition ariaiug from the depreciated currenciea 
of competin~t coontriea. The validity of the principle underlying such )egia
lation wae admitted by the Indian Fiscal Commission who auggested the 
insertion in the loRislation &gllinst dumping, which they propo .. d, of a clauae 
on the lines of the provisioo in the Australian Aot which would in their 
opinion prove an ample safeguard agaiust any dangera that might be anti
cipated from exports from a country with a depreciated exoh&nge. 

It was held by many witoos.ses before us that if the validity of the 
argument for proteotioo nKainst countries with a depreciated exchange is 
·admitted a similar argument muet be held to npply to a rise in exchange to 

· which interns) pric•s and wogas have not been ndjusled. We hava pointed 
out elsewhere that the direct diaodvantogos to the cotton industry have been 
estimated at between four and six per cent, according to the price of cotton 
but that, in our view it is impossible eatisfnctorily to asseaa either tbe exact 
measure of the disadvantage or the period for which it will laat. In theae 
ciroumstanoes and in view of the oomple:lity of the considerationa involved 
we should have had consider-able hasita.tion io proposing an increase io the 
import duty on this ground alone but the ml\i<>rity of us consider tbnt the 
reaaons we advance elsewhere for a smali all-round increase in tho import 
duty on cotton manulactur.a other than yarn are strengthened by the un
doubted temporary haadioap imposed on the industry by the stabilisation 
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of the rupe<~ at Is. 6d •. Our President dissents fom this view for r~nsona 
recorded in hia separate minute. 

We now come to tho examination of the claim of the Bombay Mill· 
owners' Association that tho Indian cotton textile industry requirt~a protection 
8~ainst Japan owing to tho oompetitioo which results from the unfair con· 
diticms in that country in regard to houra of labour and tho employmont of 
womrn ann children at night. In paragraph 35 above we have stated onr 
conclusion that to the extent that conditions of labour in Japan are ir.forior 
to thoso in India in these respects. it most be held that there is unfair com· 
petition between India and Japan. We have further pointed ont that 
Japanese oompetitioo is severely all'eoting the Indi•n industry in respect both 
"of yam and pieeagoods and our contlusiou is that, to the extent that this 
competition is facilitated by the inferior conditions of Ia be~• iu Japan the 
industrY has established ita clam to protection against it. The Bombay 
Millownera' Assooiation estimate the advantage which aoornes to the J 1panese 

·;nduatrY from- ita labour .conditions at live per cent. We have prefetTed to 
make our own det11iled ealculat:ons under this bead, and h>ve assessed the 
advantage in aotno.l oost of m•nnfaotnre at about 4 per cent. in both yarn 
and cloth. If, as the majority of us conoid••• the advantage the Japanese 
industrY obtains should be worked out on the basis of the inclusion of a 
rratonable return on capital in the coot of production, as io the praetioe of 
the United States Tarill' Commission with regard to thoir oaloulations of 
oomparntive costa of production, it is very much greater and may he placed 
in the neighbourhood of 12/i per cent. ou cloth and 10 per oent. on yarn. 
We are agreed that, in addition to the protection all'orded by the present 
import duty of 5 per cent. on yam and 11 per oent. on cloth a moderate 
measure of protection can bo justified for snob period as the labour ooudi· 
tiiona in Japan continue inferior to those in India. 

Conclusions and Recommendations. 
The mnj01ity of us consider, however, that tho imposition of any addi • 

tiona! duty on yarn is nndcsirniJle in view of the ell'ect tbnt this would have 
·an the handloom industry which in 1925-26, uccording to tha 6guraa given 
in Appe11dix lV supplied about 26 per cent. of the total consumption of 

cloth in India. It was represented to us by m1111y witnesses, including some 
Directors of Industries, that the imposition of an additional duty on yarn 
would not all'ect that industry unlavonmbly as the greatest part of its output 
is of cloth woven from yarn of the finer counts and nmy, therefore, be ra· 
garded aa a lnzury product, any increase in the price of which due to nn 
enhanced duty could oasily be passed on to the consumer. We are not 
convinced by this agrument. The figures we have given in prec•ding 
chapters show that n large proportion of the output of the Bombay mille in 
the coarser counts is placod on the Indian market and any inor•ase in the 
prieo of this must react unfavournbly on tbe handloom industry. It will 
also reaot unlavourably on the position of those mills which have weaving 
sheds only and are depeodent on yarn either locally manniaotured or 
imported. For these reosons the majority of us nre of opinion that ""Y 
a.sistancc given to the spinuing industry is, lor reasona stated else
where, beat givon in tho form of a bounty. In regard to protection for 
cotton manufactures other than yarn in order to enable them to meet 

.Japaneoe competition, there llre four 111ethods by which sqoh a dutr 

.could be levied. 
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~htia wquld.,neoeuitato tho abrogation of t;J>e Anglo·Japonaao ,{flo~veo,~ip~ 
ol, . 906, .under , which, .Japanese .. importa into. Indi" al'6 ontillad .to ",in.>~ 
f!'VOUred nati,qn treatlll&llt" ,.nd might lel.d .. to retaliation ag>in•~ e~p ;,~ 
from, Irdia which largely,exoeod in valu> the importa into ihia oonntry.fro111 
J~pan,,the figures in ~925·1926 heiog Re. 118 crorea ,for. exporto,a&'!'i!l~ 
RS. ,18 ,oro~ . for impnrta. In theaa oircuinstanoas, the m•inrity. of us a~ 

·pf '!Piljlion tb,at the im~ositi?n- of. a .dilf>rentht.d!'ty .agaiJI•t;,..;J'apo.n ii nn-: 
deanabl'! whel) tho ObJ&C;t atmnd at ~U bo,aecnred In othor, ways. ,, 1 .. 

1 
.. 

0 
•.. _ I_t. sh\}uldi be . pointed out that a. fnrtheroolllplic~ti:l1nar_l•e• jr.>~ th~ 
fac~ ,that, il a l)ifl'erontl&l duty is imp;>aod, against J~pan on the ground,, p 
inferio.r .labour oopditione, it would appsar L1gio~n, to. follow t~ It abO~( 
~ ha imposed against <?hina where ~hour condition~ are . infet;i9~ j;o , .~b~"' 
!11. J.apan and alsp agamst tba Umted States, whiCh alBO hM not.ratili~ 
the W,ashington Convention and where, as will be .se~n trom A,(,po,ndi:o: ,l.t 
f.n ,some ,oL the Sootbern . .States, there is _no limitatio_n ol the oumbOJi Oj 
houJ:S and prohibition of the employment of fe!I!ali> labour .. .Bt nighL,,In ~ 
,report of .. !\ spacial ,investlgetion. into oonditiona in, tho.toxtlle lndustrr.ln 
~usetts and the Southern States of tb&. U nitod. S~tes and A.Uei-ica 
pre~ented to tlie _!Jo;«<¥"nor and Cqun!lil of. Mllll•aoh!lllitta io l~2~ it 18 aiata4 
that in-practice most of the_ ope!'lltives in tho mills io,_ the s_ oll~ber_· n,..Stst.Oa 
'l"ork _ tilt;y-fi,ve ,Jtouro per week during the ~:r: f;im~ ten lio11~ pr ~!'A day& 
l"'d. five houro on Saturday and that . then, !f. neoe'!""ry•,. a l''f!:ht, shift, (i~r, 
eluding women) may be employed for ten houro each mgh~ except SatUrdaj 
and Sunday. . , j _ . , . , . . . .• , 
•. _ A specific duty might be evied oub.o claaa of ~oOlls wbiCii.a~ itdlie 
malo imporleil from Japan •. We haye ~ealt with, the gonara1 aapeot gf ~nOb 
a duty but there are further ,objeotious. to 1t. . Tbe first of these, whicli 
rules it out in eiiatiog oonditiotia,, &part from. any _()thor .ootisidemtiiW.,.~ 
that, except of course, in regard to yarn, to machinery at present exiati 
for working, SuCh 'j duty. The. MC6rtaiu,ment of the exact ~l)unla Of ya~· " 
fro"\ ... wbioh ,it. ,P•rticular cloth js monulactured ia a highly te~~n.i 
procesi lor car..Ying out , w hicb an export stall would .. be require · 
W 8 examined, the COlleotoro of Customs at Bomkiy, Mailm and _Cal~uttli. 
on this polilii and, while they .. ~.; agreeii thati the substitutio~ .~f. ·~poi& 
&<!valorem. d!Jtiea ,;would ho welcomed, by the Cnstom~ l)opiutm~n~, for,~~ 
nun_· istrative reasons'!" it would o_b"!at~ the ?illioultiea w!rlOii at i>':'ae.,m,,a~~~ 
iii regard to valnattons.. more eap8C!ally m Calcutta, 1t ,~!<!>uld_ .~ en~em~li 
diffiOult oo evolve a satisfactory aoheme even for grey goode owm~. to, ~hA 
m,>mense !'loge ot cloth which entera, India. Varicue attaii!Pf!l hay;~ bean 
mlide to .frame such a aeheme but no progress haa so. far, lieen -aoliieved. 
Even iii regard tO grey goods' which, it was agreed, represented .a lii.rioh. !iaiie,r 
problem than bl<iaohed or coloured. printed "nd. dynd_ g'oocio, the vecy ilit
'(iortent ola9s of bordered db~ presents great oomp}ieatioo~ , , . , . ·' ., . 

. A tarilf oil qottoo textilee on theae line~ . .is, p.lre~y i11; , !q;o~ ~!' 1 (lther 
oountries. of which ,Austria may be meotioned as an exam~le, .~ut .. satia~ 
faCtory &cneme _co11ld. in our view, on!y )>e wo~ked IIU~ bf _an . e:rpgrt . w;ith. I" 
veri close . kuo.wledge both . of Indmn !lnd IDlportea p•ocegood8 .1'1 oonsll\t&·, 
tioo With t'be trade and,tho work would_ teke aeveral 1monthe, ;No. ljOII'-~09-
of the present probloin can therefor& b• found in thili direction e-.;eq if th~re. 
ware not objectioo8 from other points of view to the pro!"""L Tbera iS iJiti 

~~~ 
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consideration, the foroa of whloh the representatives of the Millowners 
Aesoeiation thelll!elvee admitted, that the imposition of a duty by oonnts 
would lead to l•gitimate sub•titution. The imposition of a heavy duty on 
counts of yarn below 80s or on oloth made therefrom, would, for example, 
lead to the incteesad import of counts of yarn just above 80s or of oloth !!lade 
therefrom, aod the ol!ject for which the heavier protecT;ion againat the lower 
connta was grantad would be frustrated. The only solution for this difficulty 
which waa otrered to na was the raising of the dividing line; for example, 
if the obiact was protection against oloth manufactured from oonnts of YarD 
onder 80s, it waa held that it would be neoessory to impose a duty on all 
oloth mode from counts of yarn under 40s. II that proved insufficient the 
line would then have to be placed at OOs. It will be ohviona that this does 
not furnish a satisfactory solution of the problem. There ia the further 
objection that, while the ol!ject of a speei6c dnty based on counts might be 
simply protaction against Japan, it would also street a very large proportion 
of the imports from other countries, more especially thoae from the United 
Kingdom since, as we have pointed out, between 40 and 411 per cent. of the 
imports from that country coneiot of cloth of counts between 30• and 40s, ao 
that the limited purpose for which the duty might be imposed would not he 
attained. In these circumstances, we are unanimously of opinion that 
proteetion to the industry oa.nnot he given in the form of a ditrerential duty 
hosed on counts of yarn. 

The third method by which the Iadian industry might be protected 
against unfair competition is by the imposition of an ad valorem duty on 
ootton manufactnrea from all eonntries other then those within tbe British 
Empire. The adoption of this course would obviate any difficultiila orisiog 
from the e:risteoce of the Anglo-Japanese Convention which ooly secures for 
Japanese goods imported into India the lowest custom• duties applicable to 
similar prodneta of any other foreign origin, that is, imports from countries 
outside tho British Empire. The majority of us do not consider it necessary 
to discnes the advisability of auch a duty lor three reasons. In the 6rat place, 
it would, in etrect, amount to Imperial Preference and thus raise broader 
qneations of commercial policy than run he dealt with by such a Board as 
ours with limited terms of reference. A second and even more important 
oonsideration is that the propoaala w& subsequently put forward will involve 
a. very much larger expenditure than would he provided by the imposition 
of a duty which would only atlect a comparatively smoll proportion of the 
imports into India. The third ol!jection is that goods of foreign origin might 
be import-ed into India through ports within the Empire such as Hongkong 
or Singapore. 

The fourth method which the majority of us favour ia, therefore, that 
of an addition to the present advalorem duty of 11 per eent. on all cotton 
manuf&Ctures other than yarn. Snob a duty has, in our view, four great 
advantages. In the fust place, it gives pretention against unfair competition. 
In t~e second, it. avoids complio~ti~ arising from discrimination against 
parti~ular. countr~es. In the thtrd, 1t enables funds to be found to give a 
de6n1te aUmulus to the development of the industry on the linea we have 
oonsi~e!"d d~sirable Rnd lastly, it obviates the oeooosity for oerti6oates 
of OrlglD which would be nacoarary to ensnre that goods of foreign origin 
are not passed otr as goods from any part of the Empire. We diaolllls in 
chapter XII the ~ner jn w~ich t~is otim~II!S should be ~ivan. 
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The President's Minute of Dissent. 
The following ia the minute of dissent submitted b:y Mr. No,Y<>O, the 

President af the Board. 
I am compelled to dijl'er from m:r colleaguoa in regard to the proposal 

for the grant of a bounty on the production of yarn of eounts S2s and over. 
I do so with regret as I agree with them that a development in thia direc
tion wanld be to the advantage af the Bombay industry, The disagreement 
on thia point ia au Hlnstratioo af the difficulties of the problems with which 
we have been oonfronted. 

I am not oonvinced that the artificial stimulus to the development of the 
spinning of higher counta is either neeeasar:v or desirable and I, therefore, 
object to the proposed bounty on principle and beoauae I oooaider that the 
administrative difficulties in working ~he scheme aati.faotorily are so graat 
as to be insuperable. My colleagues have explained that the maio juatifioa· 
tion for the bounty lies in the special needs of Bombay. I hold that a long 
established industry in Bombay should need no stimulus at the expense of the 
general taxpayer to a development which is in ita own intereats. II the 
Bombay mH1 industry is convinced by oor analysis of the preaent position in 
the report and by the argomenta we have thoro adduced in favour of 
diversification of production I cannot but believe th~t it hos the energy and 
initiative to embark on snob a development without the stimulus of a bounty. 
II it is not so convinced, the sm.ill bounty proposed will be without effect. 

My colleagues have explained the reasons which prevented evidence 
being taken as to the practicability of their proposals or tha efficaoy of the 
aafeguards they suggest but l regard it ae most unfortunate that it hae not 
been poosible to dieouas tho probabie effeota of their scheme with those 
best qualified to express an opinion on them. That the scheme might have 
undesirable effects is implicitly admitted by the proposal that the bounty 
ahould be lilllited to the production of lli per cent of the spindles in a 
mHI, in order not to overweight the production of the higher oonnta. If 
the prndootion of higher connte ia a deoirable o!Ueot in itself, it appears to 
me illogical to impose this limitetioo. 

Some Objections to the ProposaL 
I atteeb more importance than do my oolleaguoa to the objeoUon that 

the bounty would do little or nothing to assist the mill! wbieb have spinning 
department& only. There are fifty of these in l11dia and as we have pointed 
out, they are in a worse position than those whieb have both spinning and 
weaving departments. If, as we bave held, the price of Japanese yarn 
exercises a depreseing effect on the price of Indian yarn, a bonnty on the 
production of yarn of higher counts will do nothing to rectify matters in this 
respect. The depressing effect on the price of all yarn as the result of 
foreign competition will continue to be felt. All that will happen will be that 
the mH1s whieb have spinning departments only will receive a bounty or 
at the utmost. fifteen per cent. of their production and will be in no stronger 
position to withstanding foreign competition on the remaining eighty-five 
per cent. The bounty, therefore, will in effect;, he no more than a grant in 
aid to reduce losses or to increase profits. Tbe position of the spinning 
lnills in respect of foreign oompetition will in no way be strengthened thereby, 

The greatest problem before the Bombay mill industry, in my view, 
is that presented by the increasing competition of mH!s in Ahmedabad and 
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other up-country· eentres. Of the 25'~ million pounds of yarn ovet· ~(ls · 
BPlln·in-Jndian mills in°1921l-26, only 8;4. million pou~ds or· less' than·'o.ne
third wer9 produced in Bombay. ';fhe corresponding figures fort\>~ fnst 
six monthS:of1926·2'i werel9'39 million 'pounds and 6'?' million PO\lnd,s 
respectively. It would, thus aeem that th~ up-country mills; as a ·w~ole, 
are at least ae well equipped as Bombay to taka advant<>ga o{ ~he bonn~. 
and· 'tliat ·it 'will"not improVe the 'position ofthe Bombay mil\s relative to t.liat clf thoa. e it!. other oentr. ea: . . .. . . . ' . . ., . . ' " . . ' . 
"'T . ~ Jt•·o t' ·• • ·c)··· • 

.. ¥Y eoljeeguea have, in my view, dealt too oursorily with the di~oultias 
presented by the inaufficieuey of raw material in ·India itself auitsble for 
spin.nill8 conn~ of over 30a. We have stated in ·ou; Re~ort the exte'!t tn 
which cotton· suitable for such counts is available m India and have po1nteq 
oht that tlie· Bombay industry, for •who•e benefit the subsi~ is mainly 
proposed, is at no special advantage in. respect of it. It is; on the other 
hand; at some dil!ad;vlliitage ·as ·compared with Ahmedabad in respect ol 
the E.rooch crop · and. at a distinct 'dil!advantsge as compared with the 
iDilla ill Southern India in rospeet of the · Cambodia crop. Any develop· 
metit ill tlie direction of. spinning higher oonnts in 'Bombay mus~. therefore, 
mean an increaoed use of Amrican and African cotton.· However desirable' 
tqia may be in tht1 interest of the Bombay mill industry; I consider it 
questionable whether it is desirable that it should be encouraged by thtf grant 
of a bounty which would be mot, in part, by the cultivator of l11dian cotton 
in the (orm o~ an increase in dutr on such imported cloth aa he may use. 

I attach considerable importance ·tO the objection' that th~ proposed 
bountY· would deprive the millowner, who h"" alreny embarked on the ·splnn" 
illg ·of higher oonuts, of much ·of the advantage he baa derived or may derive 
froni 'so ! doing• ~here· are already· a ·few mills 'which are .Pinning higher 
counts lin "'much larger aosle than· is contemplatsd by the proposed schetiie; 
ne 'Proportion ·~n"one ·&nocessful upcountry mill of ·spindles iimployed'on'· 
counts•abave 80s is aa higb aa· four-sevenths.· While the managing agentS' of' 
inch 1nills ~ill ba in a 'position to obtain a bounty of fifteeil per oimt; \lf their' 
:PfOductiOD they Will in fOgard to the ·reminder of it find' 'themselVeS ' in I CODr. 
petition with the eubsidised product of their own and· other mills. ' " ·" " ''' · 

The street of the subsidY would be very unequal ... Certain centres snob 
~sl!ombay; · ~hmed~qad, l!(!adraa and Madura would be in a poeitinn to 
tske grea~.r advantage of it tban others such as Cawnpnre and Delhi.' It 
would. ~lso -w;ork unequally as between mill~ in the aame centre. 'Manoging 
agenf!! who control l_arga mills or groups of mills would. he able to tska 
greater a_dvantsg~ of it that those who control smaller mills as tluiy would 
be in a ~tter position· to elreot the changes which would ba nece!sitated 
li;,: tli. ~nsitio'! If higher ooonta and to work the full' percentage of spindles 
Jieoenary ~. ear11 the bounty. My ooUeagnes consider that inequalitlf of 
ad,vant;age 1a mseparafd~ from any scheme ot protection, whether in the form 
ef. an intport ·dnt;y or of a bounty. Even if that is admitted, "I am still ot 
opinipn th~t diraot State aid_ whieh w~rb to the ad.vanlllge of a section of: an 
it,ld);ll~~ onl:t, i~ nn<!esirable. · ·. · · · -

The grant of the proposed bounty would accentuate the tcndeney on tpe 
pan oN~dian· miUs to spin higher counts of yarn' than· tho'qua1ity of tlie' 
ootton·warranta, atsudency which was the subject ·\lf nilfavouiable'''COlritiienl;' 
iii evide!!ce we, received, The result . is inferior yarn' and cloth anil die· 
l•' fl:: > ,,.. 11 , r·, 1 l : '!;. !; ; 1 , ; 
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T~~ P~~~IJ~Nt'~ ~qnJT¥ ~f D!~.~~:~ ''f 
c~n,t~.!!I"~ labou.~. ftiill.~ ~t Pl'l\""nt spinnin,g 30s. wef~ ynru '!I'OU\clllo ~.mP~~
t~ ~ptn ~2a.·Ot' ~V~!l. S4.s. yain '\j'i.thout altering their ~pi;ilig;· · · ·· · 

u11it ;hz ~~.~~n~1"!:!n ~n.f:t!~n;.:::~n~ ~:· .~~i:!~ :~:i~~t 
su!Jictent to, (le~ · wtt~ th~ ~.utpl_l~ o~ t1!,1a whe,re t).Ie plant conal8ts o,f 3/)t'i09 
•\'iit.dles ~~ less.· 'lj'h.a re.,.l~ woul~.,; ~erefore, 11• · th~t the &lJ!aU~r mllli 
w~t!l~ rDII a · propo~on on.l:v ' of a prep~ratio!l on. tb~ ~tton r~q'?!irec!, Co~ 
t~.~ spin,J!ins, of, ~lsll.~.t '!DUD~ Wid ~~' · bal~n!l<l,' bet)Ve•n ~'!!~ ~wq p~~'ia 
'!l'onld be u~ot. · · - · · · · · 
;.: 'lf''tli.e' 'bouut:v la Bra'Olte(l f?D tll•lil'"i~ o.l tQ9 outpu~ of li.f\e.on per !lOU\ 

apindJ.es 1:1s•d. for apillDin~ eotints o~ 32s. and. ov~r, the result '\'IOU!d, bo to 
encotlrage, t'he spiii'Olin~ ot count,. of Ot'. very n~r S.2s. l!oll it would be qn t~es~ 
that · the maximn111 amoun~ of the bounty eould b• tinrne<l at thq ininimnliJ. 
oo~ti 'l~ p~odubtio~ Ii !\t•. b_ounf:v is ir~n~ed, On. t~··. average nu,~l)~·· 0~ 
B\'!lldJd.Jf!S, .. t,\l~r,. IS \10 li)C~.'!~'f,~. to ~e~l!11,DI!, t~,e m~X.l'/1'.'!'/' prod,'/o~IO~ W~ 
spm e. 

Administrative Difficulties. 
A,a I have stated, th~ difficult\~. in ' ~.~ ~~1 of adD1i9i*ring ~0. 

subs\dy appear to l;>e insupcrob\s, A grave objection to th.o ~nbsidy, in my 
view, is the inquisitoriel inspections whioh would be necesaary to ensure 
l.hat the' prod_uotioo and counts of yarn were as atatcd. M,y ool~aguea !lave 
r.~le~red.· to t~e laOt that a similar ~ eY~9 lOCi~. ela~rate ••~•.nil\ is ip · foro& 
in. Qn~ensla!!.d. '!'hie~) ill so fF as l am &'\YIIl'<l• tl1e only C'!Untcy in which &I) 
att.~m:~~~ h~ been ~ to. l!)lbsidi!!e the cotton textile indj!atcy in the. 
ma11n'!'" proposed. The cotton textUo. indnetcy in Q~enalO)l!J ia. an. ooti~l:v 
new. industq an,d the. nu~p.b<!~ o~ mi.\ls ~ v~ry · ·~ in~ad, I!G. -l!l!ll~ tbef[ 
the number of· spindlee in thsm is not shown se_pamte)¥ in an:y return ol 
t]i~ worl!i'a i.pinilles 'rJiiC4 ~ bev•i bee~. a'blo tO p~re;· · 'fl!6t.:e. is· fu~~her 
a!f im,P<!rl;an~ dj1fe):~Dco l!e.tw00n. thq ••l!•lll!!. wl!icl!. ~ in fol:Jl& in Queellr 
ljlnd, and, that proposed, for India. The bountr in. Que~l"'l4 is. siven on 
aj g.ni!Jpa,ted, a~. 1~111. the low~t. oonpts · up.yar,ds. Tl!ere is. l;hu.s no 
in<l,~~l!t t9 & '!'ill tp ~~Uri) bigb.,er OOI,lDt,li \1!1!\1. ~b,o~ BQ.tua11J. JUl.UI) i11 

o~r tp ~.!(he l!l>notr• . 
In~ease. of Import Dnt% Oil Co~n Mannfacturea. . 

My coli~~~· ·have '-propose~ · the ·imPosition 'of 'an adili~io.nal {'!ur ~·• 
cent dnt:v on all tmports of ootton manufactures, ol(her than yarn, maml:i' in 
order , to' p~vi,ile' the funds require.d to stimulate the produofioo oJ YllrD of 
higher oou~ts .. As, r 'do . 'not agree. that· "m.•h ·a. stimulus '~ n~ces~ry . q*' 
desirable, tt. foJlo,ws· that f am Uni>b\8 to agree tl!at an a!J·r,ound lDOre~ 
iii 'illti pteseltt hleven pe; cent ·duty . can be ju,tili.ect· The objeotion& tO'' .. 
mtantitil '·llll-rorind increase in thi>t duty which beve been etetocj, at' l~ngtl! 
m oitr·roi,iort appear to' me' ti) ·apply whatever' the amount of. the prop.,.ecf 
addition;· ''It is, ~erefore, nnnocessa'7 tp discns,a' at apy ltingt~ the ae~nd~~o~ 
ar&iqn'ent adv!"!Ced; m: ~vonr ~f "· geneial, in~~ .... iii, the d)>tl'J.Ij8~p!;t,' 
tM,\'it . would. a!l'!rd, •!lief agem.st the· mal~nstme!l~ b\'t,weon "l'~Fa. % 
pro.<l!>etion and falbng pnces.1 . M .. y CJlllc~es co~~1der tba~. th,~ '1tb~~ ~·~na 
tl!liJ: ~d~anO& for a amall. alh~un~ IDO~I!oiiBe. ''!.the dUty, !":8 stre!'~~ne~ 
by the' 'undoubted teml!o~ar:v liand1cap ImJ10sed o~ the, ·~duatcy by, t~~ 
ati.bilisation of tb~:rnpee at 1~,. 'sdr which bas r,endorod the 'problem pr&,!Q!'ted 
by ' t}!~ di!l~~~ b~t':',o,en ~~ic~ and, ~ag~ mo~ ~nttt I. W€1Jild ljlerell 
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point out that it has not been establis_hed that the problem p:esentcd by 
the disparity between prices and wages '" pronounced except 10 Bombay 
our examination of the coot of production statements aa well ea mnoll 
nidence adduced befor<> us bea shown that there is no respect in which 
the dil!advantages of Bombay as compared with other centres are more 
apparent than in ita high labour costs and it has not boen shown that the 
present level of wages is an undue burden on the industry in any centre 
other than Bombay. Even if the estimate of the direct disadvantage to 
the industry, due to the stablilisation of the rupee at ls. 6d. es from 4 to 
6 per cent aooording to the price of cotton is accepted, it must, I con
Bider, ha held that the greater pert of this hes been rectifiad by the abolition 
of the exoisa duty. It is unneaessary to labour thia point. The oon
nextion between the level of wages i11 Bombay and the abolition of the 
excise duty is sufficiently obvious from ·the fact tbat the attempt to 
reduce wages in Bombay at the end of 1925 wes abandoned ·when the excise 
duty was abolished. ' 

No all round increase in the duty aflords auy solution to the main 
problem before the Bombay industry, that of meeting the increasing compe· 
tition of milia in other centres. The complexity of the problems with 
which we have been confronted baa bzen very greatly enhanoad by the 
disparity botween the conditions in Bombay and other centres. We have 
pointed out, in Chapter lll, that the demand for protection has not been ao 
earneatly pressed from other centrea as it baa been from Bombay. 
It is, I think, unquestionable that there wcnld bave been no demand for 
protection at all had it not boen for the depreBSion in Bombay. If the 
demand for protection in any form ia edmittad, as we have admitted it 
in the case of unfair inreign competition, the problem is therefore to 
devise a meaanre of protection which will assist the Bombay industry, 
will impose the minimum burden on the consumer and will no~, at the 
aame time, give the industry in oilier centres assiatance of whicb it 
doea not really stand in need. The problem is· an insoluble one, but the 
nearest approach to ita. solution is providad by protection against unfair 
foreign competition, the eft'eat of which on prices is felt by the whole industry 
though the direct effect ia mueh more severely felt in ·Bombay than it is 
elsewhere, We are agreed that an industry may legitimately eak for protec
tion against unfair foreign competition beyond what is accorded to it by any 
existing revenue duty. The unfair competition in the present instances 
arisea from inferior labour conditions and the measure of protection should, 
therefore, ha that which is required to oflset the advantages derived f•·om 
these. We have estimated the advantages derived by the Japanese industry 
from double-shift working at 4 per cent on the actual cost of manufoctnre 
of yarn and cloth. We have further given figures which show that, if a 
reaaonabls re.torn on eapitel is included in the cost of production, this 
advantage, owing to the fact that the economiea seaurrd by double-shift 
working are obtained on twice the output, is increased to about 10 per cent for 
yam and Ill per cent for cloth. I do not attach the same importance to thei!O 
ligures as do m:v oolleaaues. It appears to me impossible to assess quantitative
ly the advantages derived by the Japanese industry in thia respeat. Further, 
the addition of a reasonable return on capital to actual manufacturing costa 
introducea problema of the utmost complexity in regard to the correct 
lnulis which should he adopted for the capitalisation of an industry wbioll 
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baa been so long eats.bliebed as the cotton textile induetry. The haeia ol 
the calculations, the results of which are given above, is present replace
ment valnee, but it appears to me thet there is insuftioieet .iu•tifiMtion for 
adopting this b .. is for tbe industry in Bombay where, owing tu municipal 
restril>t.ions, no new mills can be erected. Whatever view may he token 
In regard to this, I hold that the lllliXimum dnty which can he jultilied is 
one which will offset the actual advantage per pound of yarn or '\)Or ponad 
of cloth mannlaotnred. derived from double shift working in J&'\)Sn. This, 
it ia moat important to nota, is aU that w.. asked for in this respect by 
the Bombay mill induotry. 

Differential Duty Suggested. 
I, therefore, reoommend the imposition of a dilferentiol duty ol 4 per 

cont on all cotton mannlaoturea imported into India from Japan, to be 
imposed at the earliest date from which anoh a dnty c~n bl imp>sad with 
reference to the tarma of the Anglo-Japanese Convention of 1906. For 
the reasons given by my colleagnea, I further recommend that this ahonld 
be imposed until the end of the period for which ·they havo recommended 
the additional general duty, tbet is until the end ot the financial year 
1929-SO. I realise, as fnlly ... they do, the objections to imposing an en· 
hanced duty on yarn. even though it ia a differential duty against olD& 

country only, but I can see no logical ground lor distinction between varn 
and cloth and would point out that the argument they have advanced in 
support of their proposol for an all round increaee in the duty on cloth, 
namely that the recant heavy WI in the price of ootton should render ita 
eft'eot on the consumer imperceptible, applies enqnally to yarn. It may be 
held that a dilferential duty of four per cent ia so small that it wiU give the 
industry no material easistanoe in meoting unfair competition. It must be 
remembered th•t it is in addition to an existing duty of live per cent. on 
yarn and of eleven per cent on cloth. Tha history of the Indian cotton 
toxtile indnstry, moreover, fnrniahos convincing proof that a duty of lour 
par cent hoe never boon regarded as inappreciable. 

My colleagues bavo pointed out that their proposal obviates the 
disadvantage which would arise from th8 foot that the imposition of a 
differential duty against Japanese imports would Reoessitsta the abrogation 
of the Anglo-Japanese Convention of 1905 and that this might lead to 
retaliation against exports from India to Japan. It hes also been pointed out 
in the report that the difficulties. arriving from the existence of the Aoglo
Japanneae Convention could bo obviatad, a•d the 'industry could at th8 
the aam8 time he proteotad against unfair competition, without the impo• 
oition of a general duty, if an additional duty were imposed on cotton 
manufactures from all countries outside the British Empire, th8 imports of 
which from countrios other than Japm are very small. My colleagues bold 
that thia would, in elfect, amount to Imperial Preference and thus raise 
broader questions of commercial policy than can be dealt with by such a Board 
as onre, I am in entire agreement with them on this point. Our concern 
is with the facta of the industry before na. On those foots it has been 
established tbet tb8 indnatry is sutrering from unfair competition but that the 
extant of that competition do .. notjnstily an inoreaee in the present level 
of duty beyond four por oent. We are agreed in holding that a duty of 
this amount would give the indu•try an appreciable m>asnre of protection. 
I am at. one with "'1 colle&o"ll•• in holding that it is not for nato exprese 
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in b\liliioll ~hether tlio ilisad vantage~ Ui tlill couiiii \.iitliJ~ ~nd~~tl:Y.i ~~(~inc 
fmin unfair foreign competition, outweigh . the. &;dvantageil which. iioorne 
from. the exietenoo of th!l , 4-ni:!<i;J&i>amlsa, _(13nyentio~, es~ecially in ~ie.w !)f 
~he fact th•t, as silt months not••• has to be g1ven of. m\ention .. to. term!llate 
it, b)ore thah ai:i; ln<intbs, of the pari(ld . of . two aitd a. ha1f-y~ars dori,l!~t 
\VH!c1i oonilitions olllibour In Japan wm, 80 far as. can at p~s~n~ .. bo fol'jlsee'l, 
~einliin sufficiently inion or .. to .tho8e iii India. tO justify a dilierentlaJ. dul>f 
rims~ naeessaH!y elapse liefii~ snrih a ddif o~n be impos~,. Nor Ji u _Ior 
.ti8 tO e:~<Prasil all opinion whether the oujeot aimed a~, ,which i8 the proteli:
tion of tbe industry a~inst nnfair foreign competition, could better be 
secured by the imposition of .ul add!tiolitil dntY on cotton ,manufactoras 
from oount.ries outside the .British Empire. It most, however, b& pilinted 
out ihat the latter course would have the advantage. thnt onl:; a {.ory sinall 
additional proportion of the import would be sJliioted. · The imports of 
yar!l from oouut.ries outside tho British Fmpire and Japan in 1925·26 
nmoontad to 2'1 million pounds or 4 per cent of 'the total, and thos& of 
piece-goods to 1>6 million yards or S"ll per oent of the total. It _would. further 
enablll immediate assistance to be given to the induetry whereaa, in anj 
event, no dillorential duty oould bo imposed against Japan for a p&ncd of 
fix months and possibly considerably longer. It would alan aVoid th6 
oo.mp1irotion whioh arises from the faot that there are othoi- Countries aUOii a9 
China and the U nitad States of America in which conditions of lab<iilr iii 
reopect 0f .the empi<>Yment .. of. female labour at night are interior tCI thilie 
in India and which sbonld, therefo1.., logically be inCluded in any sohem& of 
dilierential duties impoeed on thiS ground. The competition of th~e 
oonntries is not seve ra bot the ligures we liave given in paragraph H a bow 
that, when etehle. conditions are restored in China, competition from thati 
country l!l&Y easily, become so. In this ooliileotioii, it cannot be overlooked 
that there are 45 mills in China which ai'& owned by Japaneee, io that i 
dilierential duty against Japan might well lead to inoreascd imports from 
China, .• 

, The proposal submitted by my OollMgues hnve tho advant.ige over that 
oubmitted above than they. more that provide the funds rcqnir.Jd for ~he 
expenditure involved by reoommondstions. other thad thnt for. the grant of 
the .bounty, which have tny entire inpporl;. An addition&l duty of tour 
p~r cent on ootton mannfaotnros from Japan ivould yield ebont Be. GO Jakli8 
on tl\e basis oi the figures for 1925-26. An additional duty lll:&iilet Japaii 
would uodoubtodly lead to a ran in. this figore; and; ... the estimated tioot 
of, the ~mission of _th!l duty on machinery and mill stores alone is Rs. 511 
I,.khs, there would thos be somd loss of meoue under this head lis well i!f 
e:~<panditure on carrying out the other proposalS enumerated in pal'tigrap•1 107 
of tire Report which would hnve to be met from other sonroas, 
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Indian Deh~te • 1n the Lords 
HOUS/fi OF LORDS-30TH MARCH 1927. 

In tlte House of Lords on March 30 Lord OLIVIER asked the Secretary of 
State for India to give tlte House information witlt regard to matters of immedtate 
interest in pub}ie: affairs in India, and in partic.ular with. regard to tlte pros;pects 
of any stepi hetDJ taken at an early date in preparation for th.e consideration oF 
further constitu tiona! change; also as to the agreement rei:ent\y arrived at bet. 
ween the Government of the Union of S-ou tit Afri~ and the Government of In
dia with regard to the position of Indians in tb.e UnionJ as to th.e continued 
d~tention of persons arrested under tke Bengal Ordinance of 19i4t and as: to the 
policy of tlte Government of India in regard to the rating of the rupee; and 
moved for papers. 

He noticed that in a recent speeclt th.e noble earl had said it was yet too early 
{or him to pronounce on tkc success; or failure of the present Constitution. He 
(Lord Olivier} did not know that it would ever be early enouglt for tlte noble Earl 
to express an opinion on th.e success. or failure of the present Constitution in India, 
but he had no doubt that lte had formed in Dis own mind an opinion on tlte 
succeu or failure of the very well-intentioned and sincerely con«tved constitu .. 
tiona! experiment in tltat Dependency. Although tltat Constitution was good 
enough. as a stop-gap, it was one which tlte longer it worked the less satisfaction 
it gave, and, seeing that they ltad now arrived at the tltird electoral period of the 
probationary period of tlte Constitution, it behoved the Government to consider 
wltat was to be tlte next step in tlte diro;tion of possible modification of tlte 
Constitution. • . 

Tho noble earl in-tlte same speeCh &.ad gone on to say tltat if the con stitu
tional experiment was not in every respect ltappily conceived, it did equip 
Indians to sltow tlla.t in concert wi tl1 ourselvei they could frame a better Constitu
tion, and we could contribute our part to tlte framing of tllat better Constitution. 
It was. extremely difficult to understand what exactly was -in tke noble Earls mind. 
Had 'he in view any project affJrding Indians by invitation or otherwise an 
opportunity of sl\owing tlta.t they could frame, in concert, a better C')nstitution T 
If that was tlte right interpretation of the noble lord's observations it was: a matter 
of very great importance. 

T!te Earl of Birken&.ead, Secretary of State for India.-! said in concert with. 
ourselves. 

Alternative To A Statutory Commission. 
'Lord Olivier said that tke working of the present Constitution in India ~ave· 

no opportunity except by tlte appointment of a S~ial Committee Of tlte Leg1sla. 
tare to indulge in Constitution-making* That duty was by statute entrusted to 
tlle 1mperial Parliament after the appointment of a Statutory Commission: What 
'he wislted to elicit from the noble Earl was whetlter there was any alternative to a 
Statutory Commis:s:ion. Th.e noble Earl ltad said further in his speec11 that tlte 
events of tlte la$l two months provided some encouragement tltat the .saner 
sections of opinion in India were reati~ing tltat we were asking for nothing better 
than to continue a sympathetic and friendly partnersltip. He entirety agreed 
that a muclt sanet' and much more promising method was being pursued as far 
as one could judge· at present botlt in tlle Legislative Assembly and elsewltere 
towards tlte possibility of working representative institutions in India. It could 
not be said tltat any sort of fa.ctioUi or reasonable opposition or abuse of tlte 
fonn of the House !tad been indulged in by any party during the recent Seuions 
of th.e Legislative Assembly, m far a'i he had been able to follow them. But tlte 
expt'ession-.: of the noble earl were likely to be interpreted in India as offering 
ratb.er leis titan Indians thought was their due.. In tile memorandum whi~Ja the 

21 
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Government had issued on Cltina tkey stated tka.t tke time ka.d come for Ike 
powers to recognize that Chinese nationalism preferred to manage. its own. affairs 
and not to ltave them managed under tlle tutelage, however wisely devised, of 
tke European powers. That was very much. on the lines of wka.t Ike Indian 
Nationalist Party were striving for. It would be a mistake to suppose that tlte 
amootb.ness with which. things ka.d gone in the Legislative Council or Assembly 
was to be taken as any adumbration of moderation of the unanimous demand of 
all parties wh.etlter Mos\em, Hindu, or Swarajist, for a progre5j;ive advance 
towards tk~ establishment of a self-governing Dominion under Ike Crown. 

Desire for a Concordat. 
The leaders and more intelligent spokesmen of botll the Moslem and Hindu 

Parties desired to come to some concordat in order that constitutional progress 
might be made on a firm basis. In t1te last few days a real and genuine move
ment had been seen in th.e direetion of establish.ing a basis for settling the.vexed 
question how the rights of minorities were to be dealt with. He asked whether 
there was any prospect of any steps: being taken in preparation for the consider
ation of further constitutional cltangea Time w~ running out and an enormous 
amount of preliminary preparation would be neededa The agreement recently 
arrived at between the South African Government and the Government of India 
with regard to the position of Indians in the Union seemed to hlm reasonable 
and fair to both ~rties, and he considered it an Imperial event of the greatest 
promiie. The continued detention of persons arrested under the Bengal Ordinance 
of~~ was a sou«e of continual trouble in India. Did the Secretary for India 
think it wao; possible to go on very muclt longer with: some of these cases, exerci. 
sin~ a continuous preventive detention, or was there any hope tltat within a short 
period tlle present operations of Ike Ordinance would practically expire by 
exh.austion f 

There had been a vote in the Legislative Assembly on Ike proposal to stabilize 
tlte rupee at n. 6d. wh.en tke Government 1la.d obtained a small majority. The 
eft"ect of a ratio of l!h 6d. as distinct: from one of n. 4da was always to favour tlte 
Importer of goods from England into India and to penali<e tlte producer in India 
of goods tka.t had to be sold in that country or sent to England. There was an 
lmmenie amount of feeling in India that the general interests of the Indian 
producer ka.d been sacriiked to Ike financial interests of Ike Government. 

The SECRETARY OF STATE for India (the Earl of BIRKENHEAD): My Lords, 
I am grateful to the noble Lord for affording me this OpPOrtunity of attempting to 
give your LordshipS a survey of the present situation in India. Some nine months 
have elapsed since I last reviewed in general Indian affairs and, although. I am 
well aware that many of your Lordships follow witlt. attentive and instructed 
interest such accounts-and they are not inconsiderable nowadays-as the Press 
provided of day to day happenings in India, { think tkat it may be of advantage, 
even to tD.<ne of your Lordships wlto have had personal experience of tlte problems 
of Indian politics and administration and are con-.equently well qualified to assign 
their relative values to the tendencies indi~ted by events, if I attempt to place 
the component elements of the somewhat bewildering panorama of tltis large 
fraction of the Empire in tlte perspective wltich, from my reading of con.. 
temporary history and from the large volume of information whicb. it is my daily 
duty to receive, appears to me to be just. 

The noble Lord b.as asked me to deal specifitally wit'&. a number of somewhat 
diverse po~nf!, alii admit of. importance ; an~ I propose endeavour to include 
tftem aU Witlun my surveyt 1f not necessary m tlte order whick he adopted. Let 
me begin by reminding your Lordships that, since I last addressed you, India 
has passed tlarough the tkird General Election of tke 1919 Con•titution. No 
very detailed information has yet reached me of the number of voters wlto went 
to tlJ.e polls but I can at least say that tJ1ere was no dearth of candidates of 
ability1- that the polls were conducted without disorder, and that the electors 
sltowed, on the whole, a distinc:tly greater interest in the exercise of tl1eir 
sufFrages than on th.e two previous O«asions. How far this increased interest 
was due to otker canses tkan a realisation of tke"issneo 'It stqke a!ld of tke 
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political philosophy underlying the use of a vote, I cannot even guess. But it 
would be foolisll to pretend that electoral politics in India have yet emerged in 
general be}rond th.e individual and personal appeal, or tltat Party politics, as we 
conceive them, are not still a conception oi the future. It is true tltat Party 
labels arc tltere, and that witltin the Legislaturu groups ltavc formed and 
reformed, named and renamed themselves, coalesced and disintegrated, in 
almost Kaleidoscopic complexity. I can, however, discern no sharp line of 
principle dividing and distmguishlng th.em, nor perhaps can tlt.is will be other
wise at th.e present stage of constitutional development. 

One Broad Issue. 
Bnt witk due regard to tkese limitations, it is none tl•e leu true to say that 

there was on the occasion of tltese last Elections one broad issue whiclt confronted 
the electors-namely, wkether their choke should fall upon a candidate who 
professed, or upon one wko repudiated, the main prin<:iple associated with tlte 
Party until recently known as Swarajists~ As Your Lordsllip5 are aware, 
the Election of ICJZ3 brought into tlte forefront of Indian politics a conception 
of statesmanship, tlte appeal of wlticlt to intelligent men l have more than one:e 
e«pressed my inability to understa.Ttd.. The noble Lord, my predecessor, has 
several times in speech and writing claimed that the posinon attained by the 
followers of the Swarajist creed in most of the Councils as tile result of tlte 
Elections of 1923 entitle tkem to be regarded and treated as th.e Constitutional 
Opposition. Events have in my judgment proved this claim to be misconceived. 

This is not the o~casion for a philosopl,ic examination of the theoretic 
bases of Party government. But I imagine that none of your Lordships would 
dissent from the position that, although., no doubt, the main function of an 
Opposition is to oppose, the very conception of Government and Opposition 
pre-supposes acceptance by both. alike of tile framework of Constitution witllin 
which they function and ltave tkeir being. Without this postulate th.e forms of 
Parliamentary government are empty and meaningless, and it was the denial of 
this postulate whick, as I understand it, formed the bcdroc:k of the Swarajist creeds.. 
Titeir policy was to endeavour "by uniform continuous and consistent obstruction 
within the Counci1s"-this is not my phrase but the 'ipsissima verba, of the Pants 
manifesto of 1923-"to make government tluough tl\e Councili impossible." And 
why? Because Parliament decided in 1919 that the bold step forward then to be 
taken towards responsible government couJd not for the time being be more than 
a stage in the advance and should not consummate a tO:omplete abdication of 
authority on tlt.e part of this country. I am not so rash as to attempt to predict 
from the present composition of the Councils the probable course of tkeir actions 
during the next tlt.ree years1 but I think it is not unduly optimisti~ to discern 
grounds for hope that the steri~ and reactionary character of the creed of the 
rigid Swarajist bas become apparent to Indian intelligence generally, and indeed 
to not a few of its former exponents. 

A Change of Name. 
l do riot deny that the last Session of the Indian National Congress decid

ed by a majority to affirm the past policy of the Swarajist Party, but it is 
instructive to observe that the Swarajist Party has now discarded its title in 
favour of th.e title of" Congress patty." thereby perhaps advertising (what had 
become during the last few ~ars tnc:reasingly obvious} that the Congress, w!Uch 
in the past has numbered witlun its fold practically every Indian of character 
and enlightenment, is no longer entitled to arrogate to itself tlte description 
"National,U for it is an open secret that th.e decision to decline the responsibility 
of Ministerial office in tlte Provinces where tlte S\Varajists were in sufficient 
strength to warrant an invitation to assume it, or to supp rt the Ministry formed 
from other Parties where this was not tlte c:ase, was rec:eived in more that one 
Province with great searching of lteart by the Party's local adherents: ; while it 
is no secret at all, but a plain fact, that those who profess and caH·themselves 
Swaraiists have been returned in diminished number:& to nearly every Council, and 
!hat moot of the so-called Responsiviits and independents who arc DOW to be 
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found in appreciable numbers in aU the Cound~s are persons who, D;aving hitherto 
marched under the SwarajU:ts banner, have declined any longer to bmd themselves 
to a programme of barren and naked obstruction. 

One tangible effect of tltis situation ~ that in two Provine:~-Bengal and 
the Central Provin~wherc, after the Elcdions of 1923, _tltc Swara;Jt~ts had been 
returned in sufficient strengtll to put a stop to the madrinery proVIded by tl~e Ac.t 
of 1919 for transfering to the ~~Ol '!:f Ministers responsible to the Cop;nc1ls. an 
important secti~n ot the ~rmrustrauon, tlte Govemo~s ~ave ~0'! fol:nd Jt pos51ble 
to appoint a M.inlitry, and 1n both l?~ces th~re .are dtstlnct mdu:abons that ~e 
Mimstry can count on the requ1s.1te Parliamentary suppo~ Your Lordships 
have no doubt observed that about ten days ago a formal vote of " No confidence, 
in the Bengal Mini•try was rejected by a decisive !Dajority. 

Hindu-Muslim Tension. 
Here, my Lords, the peculiar difficulties whicll have beoet the Governor or 

Bengal in finding Hindu and Moslem leaders willing to ~to-operate,. bring me 1? 
a topi' with which, at the noble Lord's esp«ial request, 1 dealt 1n some detail 
on Ute last occasion I answered a similar question-the rivalry and antagonis-:n 
of Hindu and Moslem. I wish that I could report to your Lordships that this 
matter gi.ves ground for less anxiety, and for less: constant watchlulness on tb.e 
part of the auth.orities responsible for the preservation of peace and order; than 
was the case when I spoke here nine months ago;> Unfortunately I can make no 
suc::lt report, though. I am glad to think that tlte iituaticn is in some places less 
ac:ute tllan it was last summer. Only tltree weeks ago bigoted intoleranc:e-and 
1 characterise impartially in tlto5e terms the attitude of those who rigidly insist 
on the playing of music at times and in places wl\iclt give ground for dfence, 
and ot those who no less rigidly object to it in circumstances wlten obj~tion 
has not in the past been made-bigoted intolerance,. i say, led to a clash 
between large parties of Hindus and Moslems at a remote village in Bengal, 
which. the pollee were forced, with no small loss of life, to end by the use of 
firearms. ~-hough there have not been of late disorders on a s~le comparable 

_-with those which disgraced the streets of Cakutta in the spring and summer of 
last year, the instance I ltave cited is only one of four serious collisions which 
have occurred at various places within the last six mont4s. 

Almost more disquieting to my mind than these crude manifestations of mob 
intolerance are the jealousies and suspicions of Hindu and of Moslem leaders in 
the field of politia, for if the leadeu are incapable, or not desirous, of subordi
nating sectarianism to nationalism, tl\e prospects of growth among ·their less 
enlightened followers of Uta.t spirit of reasonable accommodation which. is tl\e life
blood of political progreso, can hardly be regarded as encouraging. I have no 
desire to dilate again upon this problem-a problem the solution of wltkh can be 
found by no one but Indians themselves-but I must be permitted to observe that 
until those wlto contend that India is at this moment the rightful and competent 
arbiter of her own destiny can lay tke spectre of sectarian violence, their conten
tion must necessarily tail to appeal with conviction to unprejudked minds. 
Whether the discussions to whiclt the noble Lord referred, which were reported a 
few days ago fr~n;t _DelW as having ~een initiated by certain Maltomedan Leaders, 
as to the feasibility !>f surrendermg the separate Moslem electorates wlUch form 
wrt of the present pohucal structure, and as to tlte conditions upon which this 
chaDge might be gmsidered, will mme to fruition and prove, as tltey well might, 
~ ~ve in them the seeds of a solvent for tb:is " malaise,'~ I have little means of 
Judgmg-no more tltan any one of your Lordslups-but I skall watch with. atten
tion the development of. thi• most intereoting indication of the moment of Indian 
political thougb.t. 

A Promising Situation. 
I should, ll.oweve~, he giving a false impression if my observations hitherto 

have led your .Lordships to suppose .that I see only shadows on the picture. 1 say, 
though n~t wt~out some hesitation, that the political outlook as tile result of tke 
last clecuons aided by the fortunate outcome, to whic.lt the noble Lord .very gene
rou•ly r~ferred, of the recent negotiations between representatives or the South 
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Afrjcan and Indian Governments, on wlUclt I shall have sometlting to say in a 
moment, is: one of no small promise. I shall not go furth.er titan that somewhat 
guarded utterance takes me. Indeed) I am conscious tltat some not inexperienced 
observer would view with: unbelief even tltat degree of optimism. I have foHowed~ 
with the close attention I was bound to give to it, tlte Se!ision of the newly~ 
elected Legislative Assembly which. has just closed, and in specially mentioning 
the Assembly I must not be taken to have overlooked the pro~eedings of the 
otl1er,. and not less important Chamber of the Indian Legislature: it is, lwwever, 
inevitable that one's attention at tltis juncture should be chiefly directed to that 
body whiclt represents tlle more recent choice of its constituents, and wltidt by 
the nature of its constitution, should indicate more directly the trend of the 
general mass of political opinion. . 

The impreS5ions I have gained from this scrutiny I should find it difficult to 
indicate fuUy within the time I am entitled to expect your Lords1Ups' attention .. 
But let me generalise by saying that, while I admit tltat the tone of the debatu. 
has been:, on the wltole, free from bitterness ; that relations between members of 
the Government of India and the Opposition kave been friendly both inside and 
out5ide the House ; and wlUie, finally, the Government of India has been able to 
find, sometimes by extremely narrow majorities, sufficient support for their con .. 
sidered policies to sttUre tlte defeat of tlteir opponents upon issues of first.dass 
importance , yet I cannot but feel tlt.at the position, even to-day, lacks stability. 
I have said before, and I say it again now, that by ·tke co.operation wiUdt I have 
before requested I do not mean servile acceptance of any and every propm;ition 
that tile Government think fit to submit to tlte s;crutiny of tlte debate and to tlte 
verdict of tlte Division List. As the noble Viscountt Lord ·Cltelmsford, found 
occasion truly to observe on a memorable (KCaiion to tb.e Indian Legislature : 
" The day of autoe:racy is past" in,India. 

Responsive Co-Gperation. 
Nor am I so foolisll as to waste endeavour to find a point of approaCh to 

those wh.o have sua:eeded in persuading themselves that they still continue to 
serve the interests of their country by putting into practice tlte orthOdox Con. 
gress creed. My doubts arise from the difficulty tlte past Session has pres:ented 
of distinguishing by tlte test of speech and vote between tlte kide-bound adherents 
of that creed and t11ose late professors of it wlto claim to ltave been returned to 
the present Assembly as followers of their own individual cons:ciences.. I !lave 
already observed that Indian politics in the mass are still largely, perhaps 
inevitably, an affair of personalities, but I am loath to believe that those men wlto 
have been judged worthy by their fellow countrymen to represent tlteir views in 
the Central Legislature can carry inde~ndence of judgment and action only 
to the extent olrepudiating tke colours ot a partkular Leader wh.ile echoing Ins 
sentiments and following him on every important o~sion into the Division 
Lobby~ Still, despite suclt discouragementst I majntain that I do see clearer 
signs, and from a wider area2 of that 4'responsive co-operation" (to borrow the 
phraseology of Indian politic1ans themselves) between British. and Indian which 
ts indispensably needed to enable the best mind of both races to think out 
without prejudtce, the testing problems confronting them, and failing which I 
myself can see no oolid hope of progress. 

The Bengal Detenues. 
I tum now to the second of the topics upon which the noble Lord invited 

my observations-tke continued detention in goal, or under restraint of various 
degrees, of a number of persons in the Bengal Presidency. I do not intend on 
t1te present occasion to examine tlte grounds upon wh.iclt the Government of whiclt 
the noble Lord was: a member deeided to authorise tlte noble Marqu~ the late 
Viceroy, to enact tlte Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Ordinance of· October 
1924. On an earlier occasion I have dealt fully witlt tl1at matter in your Lord
sltip's House, and have made it plain-as was, indeed, apparent from my own 
decision a few mont:ks Jater to support the certifi~tion of tile Act of 1925-tha.t 
whatever my "prima facie" preJudice against legislation of thi• <l!aracter (aad l 
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have never either disguised or dissembled it,) I consider-:d ~hat the ~tion of 
His Majesty'5late Government and of tile Government.of _lndta ID assunung and 
laing these unusual and drasic powers was completely JUStltieda 

1 shall assume therefore for my present purpose a general a(;ceptan~ of 
the decisive fact that in 1924 'there was existing, and ltad existed. for some. yean 
in Bengal, an organised conspiracy for the commission of revolut1o~~y en me : I 
shall assume a further general ac:«ptance of ~he fact that the au~ofltle5 respon-:
sible for th.e preservation of life and tl\e mamtenanc.e. ?f order tn tlte .Bengal 
Presidency found themselves unable to ac:c:ept respons1b1hty for ~e. performance 
of tb.eir task unless they weri:: enabled by process of law to depnve the kno~ 
leaders and organisers of this: conspiracy of tile freedom to pursue thetr 
criminal activities, by segregating tkem alike from ~heir fellows and ~m 
their potential victims. The noble Lord does not, Jndeed lte cannot, wtth 
due regard to his per50Dal responsibility in thi5 matter, tJUestion these 
premises. He has put his case with great moderation and it IS my duty to 
give him as far as I can an answer alike full and candid. 

1 am asked, and reasonably asked, what is to be the end of this policy_ of 
detention? Are we, with. our high judicial traditions, to contemplate tl\e indefinite 
detention in gaol, or even under less irksome forms of restraint, of a large number 
of tlte educated youth of Bengal'/ Let me assure your Lordships that, pursuantly 
to the pledge w!U<h I gave to the best part of that }'!Oar I have been putting the>e 
que5tions insistently to myself and for .several montl\s I have been in c:om~nt 
consultation witb. the Government of India as.to the answer we are to give, havtng 
regard to our responsibilities and tltose of tlte Bengal Government· for the pro
tec:tion of the life and property of the inhabitants of tl\e Province. 

Your Lordships will not expert me to dis<lo>e to you tl1e details of these 
dii~;ussions, but, in view of the admitted conditions at the time when these powers 
of detention were last' assumed, tile question at issue really resolves itself into 
tltis : Is the situation w:aic:B. admittedly nec;essitated the arrest of a number of 
persons in the autumn of 1924 in order to prevent the commission of terrorist 
outrages, now, in the spring ot 1927, sucb. tl.t.at the release of all tltase persons 
<an be contemplate<! with equanimity or allowed wit11 safety Y In my judgment, 
after the most careful examination of whiclt 1 am capable, even of individual cases, 
the release at this moment of all tkese persons from the restraint under wltich 
many of tlt.em have lain for a. long period would be attended by a risk of the 
~rudescence of murderous outrages for wh.iclt I will not as:sume. responsi4 
bility. And in making tkis assertion I claim tltat I am not easily deterred from 
a course ollierwise proper beaiuse tl\at course is attended by risks. But 
this does not mean that I contemplate a polky of indefinite detention and that 
I retum a blank non pos>umus to the noble Lord's appeal. 

T11e New Poli<y. 
Let me state in some detail and in tlte plainest terms I QD the poli~ at 

which, in consultatioa with. myielf,. the Bengal Government and the Government 
of l;ndia ~ave now arrived and w.b.idt is now guiding and will continue to guide 
tlteu act1ons. In order to do so I propose to read to your Lordships a statement 
not long, which was made publicly, with. my declared conc;:urrence, on behalf of 
the Government of India last week. It is as follows : 

" The policy of the Government regarding tltose who have been detained 
under Regulation 3t or tlte Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act in connection 
with. the .Hengal revolutionary conspiraq-, has been and still i~ that the deten~ 
tion of no man sl\ould last longer than iS essential in the interests of the public 
saf~ty.. ~he Government are e:onvina:d -~at a terrorist conspiracy is still in 
a~tve. existence, and that consequently 1t, is not possible to take steps in the 
due~tton of th.c release of those about whom there is no reasonable doubt that 
they would ?tilise th.eir liberty. to resume their previous activities~ Th.ey a~ 
however, anxtous to purs~e as qw.ddy as possible tl\e gradual release of indivi~ 
4ua1s whose conduct ~~~ reason for hoping that they wiU not abuse their 
liberty. The B~nj:al ~nm•nal Law Amendment A<t provides for a considerable 
degree of ela.sh<Jt)' 1n the l!eatment of those who are dealt with under it an4 
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enable the Government to transfer f'rcm gaol to less strict forms of supervision 
~rsons whose past record and present conduct would not justify their uniOOJldi .. 
tional release. Individuals of this class may be directed to reside in a partie:ulal" 
village or in tlte:ir own ltome.. Tke practical results; of transferring men in this 
manner to village or home domicile au carefully watched, and the Government 
are enabled to obseTVe: whether action taken is justified by events, and this to 
determine tl\e possibility of the furtlter exten-sion of suck a.ction.u 

The noble Lord asked me upon this point a particular question. He said, 
when you are releasing an individual upon the giving of an assurance, what is 
the use of examining his past record ? 

Lord Olivier : I put it the other way round. If you are only going to release 
a person wlleu you are satisfied by tl\e past record that lte is not dangeroust 
what js the use of asking for a promise ? 

The Earl of Birken'head : You form your judgment upon a combination of 
both considerations~ Tlte assurance for the future may possess a value quite 
different in the case of a man wltos:e past record ho good. Suppo!ling for four
teen years a man's record Bas been one of revolutionary "iviolence, it would 
naturally be tlte duty of the authorities to· examine in a very ditTerent spirit any 
assurance that he might give for the future.. I cannot really see anv incon .. 
sistency in the double test whic:h has occasioned the anxiety of tke noble Lord. 
However, it is proper t'hat I should show wltat has been done in the direction or 
discriminating tlte treatment of detenues. 1 may mention tltat out of 171 penons 
dealt with. under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act from the be~nning 
75 have been placed in village domicile and 13 in home domicile, while 26 have 
been released. The number- now remaining in gaol of this c:las5 is 54· Of tltose 
an-ested under Regulation _3, 31 were subsequently transferred to the Hen~ 
Criminal Law Amendment Act and aT"e induded in the figures juJt given. Sixteea 
at present remain in gaol under the Regulation. · 

" Village and Home Domitile." 
In tlte last two and a half months the Government of Bengal have issued 

orders for the transfer of 19 detenues from goal to village or home domicile under 
the Art and have released seven. The Government of India have also had 
under review th.e ca.~ of those who are still detained under Regulation 3· They 
are ~onsidering tlte case of one of these State prisoners on medical ground. In 
resped of four others they are satisfied that detention in gaol is no longer neces
sary and tRey are, therefore. cancelling the warrants under Re~uiation 3 'SO that 
action may be made to bring them under the Beneal Criminal L:t.w Amendment 
Ac:t witlt a view to their tran5fer to viUa~e domicile. It must be understood 
that the practical re'iults of this action~ ao; exhibited in the conduct of the men 
tAus placed in village or home domicile. require the con'itant attention of tlte 
Government. Ifit is: ascertained tlta:t s:uc:k men are reverting to terrorist con
spiracy the Government will not kesit~te to deal with tltose men under their 
powers.. That is our policy at wbiclt, ai I have said. we have arrived after the 
fuUest and most careful consideration of tlte matter in aU its aspects, and that 
is mv answer to the noble Lord's Question on the poHcy involved .. 

I have reminded your Lordships that the e'l(erci'ie of powers of thls kind is 
not, unhappily, a new feature in Indian administration. It was neceHary, fot 
precisely the same reasons as tltove now operating. to intern a number of persons 
during the War. Let me also remind your Lonhhips tltat in 1920 a general 
amnesty of all suclt penons was ordered in the hope that it would result in the 
abandonment by t'hem of t1teir dangerous activities. The hope proved fa1iacious; 
tlte conspiracy was revived and a series of outrafZe'l followed wltick was not 
~Reeked until resort wao; made to tJte present 1ellislation.. Even now-apart 
altogether from tlte information in the possession of the Bengal Government
it must be "Sufficiently apparent even to the uninstructed that conspiracy is sti11 
at work. No longer ago than in Tanuary of this year two men Wet'e arrested in 
the course of house-searches in Calcutta in a room whlch contained revolvers, am. 
munition and thirteen cases of bombs .. white within the previous thirteen montlul 
two other discoveries of a similar but more elaborate nature had been made. J 
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tell your Lordships plainly that so long as the Bengal Government and tlte 
Government of India continue to advise me t1t.at the relea-se frt?m restraint of 
any given individual is likely on reasonable !frounds of probab•hty to lead to 
further outrage, I shall not attempt to set as1de their judgment. I shall, on tho 
contrary, support tltem. 

Indians in S. Africa. 
1 turn now to a wkolly unrelated subject-the ontcome of the recent negoti

ations on t&e subject of Indians in Soutk Africa. The noble Lord has referred . 
to the Agreement recently reached between the Union Government and tlte 
Gavernment of India regarding tlt.e position of ~n:lians in Soutlt Africa. I am 
placing in the library Two Papers, one contatmng an announcement made by 
tke Government of lndta last month. regarding tlte results of_ tlte Conrerence, and 
tlte other: a more detailed summary of -the conclusions reached, which was I aid 
before tlt~ Indian Legislature •. I do not propose to review in detail the contents 
of tlte latter document, b·ut merely to describe in the broadest outline tlte results 
attained. The two Governments have agreed to co-operate in a sclteme of 
assisted emigration from South. Afria ; tlte restrictive legidation introduced 
}ait year will not be proceeded with, and an agent of the Government of India 
will be appointed in South Africa, I am not able to give the noble Lord witll 
exactitude the information Ite asked for as to the stage wlticlt tlte arrangements 
have reached, but the matter is now the subject of discussion. Furtker, wltile 
the rigltt of South Africa to maintain western standards of life has been recog .. 
nised, the principle has been affirmed that Indians in S:>utlt Africa wko are 
prepared to conform to such standards should be enabled to do so. 

l have described the results of tlte Conference in the most general termJ 
;ind with. a deliberate economy of language, for I am above all things anxious 
to give no colour to the belief that one side or tlte other ltas gained an advantage.. 
There is no question of this. The settlement, wlticlt a year ago seemed impossi
ble, is an ltonourable one whlch does credit to botlt Governments, and was only 
brought· about by the spirit of mutual forbearance and goodwill with. whick the 
two Del~ations approaclted this most difficult question and by the resourceful. 
ness applied to the discovery of its: solution. Great credit is due to Sir Maltomed 
Habibulla and to the ot&er members of the Indian Delegation, and I would like, 
if I may, to pay a sincere tribute to the wisdom and the higlt statesmanship of 
General HerUog and his. colleagues in very difficult cir~umstances. But apart 
from th:e many concrete difficulties tllat have been solved by these negotiations, 
the Agreement has a higher value in tllat it marks in my judgment the beginning 
of a period of cordial co-operation and of more intimate and friendly relations 
between the two Governments. Each Government ltas come to appreciate the 
difficulties of the otker ; mistrust and suspicion have been replaced by under
standing and goodwill,and the complete cltange of atmosphere that has been 
brought about is tlte best au~ry for the ltarmonious working of the Agreement 
and the adjustment of any ddlkulties tltat may arise in future .. 

The Rating of t&e Rupee. 
Another matter on whjch t&e noble Lord seeks information is the policy of the 

Govt. of India in rela~ion to th.e rating. oft~e rupee. I should n~ h.ave thoug1t.t.that 
there could he any mtsconceptlon on tlus pomt. A Royal Commtsston, of wlti~h the 
majority of the members were representative of lnd1an interests, finding tltat the 
de facto rate of exchange had been IS. 6d. for some time and that a substantial ad .. 
justment of prices to this ratio had been attained, recommended, with one dissen. 
tient, tltat in the best interests of India tlte rupee should he stabilised in relation to 
go1d at tltat rate. This recommendation was accepted by Government in advance 
of the ot1ter recommendations and a Bill designed to effect tke change was intro
duced into the As:s:embly in August )a$t. in deference, however to the not 
unreasonable desire that tlte recommendations of the Commission sh~uld be dealt 
with. as a whole, consideration of tkis measure was postponed until the present 
seSSlOU. 

ln the interva~ ~ ~rtker ~justn:ent of prices to the !S· 6da rate ~as strengtll
~ the ease for stabilisation at this rauo, but at the ~e ttme an agttation arose 



! R. 127] LORD DIRKENHEAD'S SPEECH ~~ 
n India. in favOur or a reversion to the old rate of rst. 4<1. Doubt! have been 

expressed as to the reality of this agitation. I cannot give a definite opinion. 
Ic bas been suggested that the movement was largely political. \Ve need not, 
however, happily engage upon these speculations. for the Legislative Assembly, 
by a narrow majority no doubt, has accepted the C'3mmission's: recommenda
tion.. That this decision was wise there can be no doubt in instructed opinion, 
a.nd I am convinced tha.t any other decision would have been in the worst 
interes~.s of India, invo!vin~ as it \VOt.dd have <lone, the long and painful process 
of readiustment of prices and wages to an entirely new !evet As it is, stability 
of e:-tchange bas been attained and this cannot fail to benefit Indian finance and 
Indian commerce. 

Of the other recommendations of the Cammission-n1ta'J,ly th~e relating 
to the es'ablishment of a gold bullion standard and the creation of a Reserve' 
Bank, I need only sa.y that following the announcement which I made to your 
Lordships last autumn a Bill has been introduced whlch will, after reference to 
a Select Committee, be c:'>nsiderecl 1ater in the year. -This Bill is a comp1icated 
one and will require more carefu1 consideration but pending its examination by 
the Indian Legislature your Lordships will hardly expect me to review it& pro. 
visions. 

The Indian Budget. , 
1 cannot pass from this branch or my subject without making a brief-rerer

enee to the budjlet. I do not propose to mflict upon the House a weari'!ome 
review of the Revenue and E"~penditure of the present and the coming yeat'. 
I content myself rather with stating the gratifying fact that for the fourth year 
in succession the revised estimates disclose a substantial surplus. This surplus 
amounts to nearly three crores. In the coming year, on the existing basis of' 
taxation and allowing for Provincial contributions. a surplus of more 3" crores 
is anticipated. But although these successive surpluses. earned as they have 
been by the most rigid economy, afford evidence of the s~undness oflndian 
finance, they aTe particularly welcome as they make it possible to give eft'ect to 
the po,licy of progressively extinguishing Provincial oontributions. Few realise
how 1njurtous to the chances of the Constitution has been the burden of PtOvin
cial contributions, chilling, depressing and rendering almost impossible the 
adequate discharge of those social services that might have done so much to 
recommend the novel ani difficult Constitution. 

Noble Lords are aware that when the RefOrms were introduced, an adjust .. 
ment of Revenue between the Central and the Provincial Governments was 
required and that to secure equilibrium between Revenue and Expenditure the 
Provinces were requil'ed to contribute in the agwegate 983 lakhs of rupees each 
year to the Central Governmen'". The arran'{ement unler which the Provinces 
contributed to Central Revenue, though in the circumstances inevitabt~ had very 
evident drawbacks.. The Joint Parliamentary Committee, indeed. placed it on 
record that Government should so direct its financia1 policy as to extinguish these 
contributions at the earliest possible moment, and this p:>licy the Government of 
India have persistent1y pursued. 

Remission or Provincial Contributions. 
In 1922-23 Bengal was relieved of its contribution of 63 Iakh!, and three 

years 1ater contributions amounting- to 2§0 1akhs were permanently remitted, 
apart from the temporary relief of so lakhs given for one year to those provinces 
which had not benefitted by the permanent relief then given. In the fOllowing 
year a further permanent remission of 125 lakhs was made. and, as matter now 
stand, the original figure of 988lakhi has been reduced to S4S lakhs. This year's 
surplus will, as an excepttonal measure, not be used fur the reduction or avoi .. 
dance of debt but will be carried forward and, together with the anticipated 
surplus for the comin~ year, wiU enable the Government to remit permanently 
another 350 lakbs of' these contributions and to remit temporarily~ for 1927.S 
only, the balance of 195 lakhs.. The remainder of the surplus will be set as1de 
to be used to meet initial expenditure il)vo1ved in the iJ;lauguration or tbe new 

;~ 



t o INDIAN DEBATE IN LORDS [H, 011 t I!! 
currency system and the setting up of the new Reserve Bank with the result·that 
the Revenue and Expenditure of the coming year will, unless we are unfortunate, 
balanoe. Noble Lords will thus see that next year the Provinces will be entirely 
relieved of the obligation to contribute to Centra\ Revenues, a notable achieve.. 
ment due to the COUTageous sklll with which Sir Basil Blackett bas administered 
the fu>ances of India. In the past India has enjoyed the services of a long line 
of Rifted Ministers of Finance, and Sir Basil Blackett has. worthily upheld the 
traditions of his predecessors. He has indeed deserved well of India. 

1 have dealt at some length on this question of Provincial contributions, 
because of ita reactions on the political situation. I believe that in the past the 
~atest of all impediments to the successful working of the reforms has been 
the want of money. When we remember that since the Government of India Act 
was ~sed, new burdens· have in many cases necessitated retrenchment1 one 
cannot help sympathising with provincial Ministers. Even to tried admintstra
tors retrenchment is always painful and difficult. How much more difficult and 
how' discouraging the process must have been to those new to administration who 
undertook the responsibility of the Transferred Departments in the hope that 
they would thus be enabled to advance the well-being of their fellow countrymen I 
Instead of being able to launch out on new schemes of public works, of educaticm, 
of public healtb anti sanitation, Ministers in many cases were forced to retrench 
in every direction. Thus, one of the elements necessary to the success of the 
reforms has been wanting, and I am confident that ynur Lordships will share 
my 1atisfaction that, by the freeing of the Provinces from the incubus of these 
contributions, wider opportunities will be given to Indian Ministers to administer 
more liberally the Departments entrtlllted to their charge. 

Army Estimates. 
. There is one other part of the India!! Budget npon which I must say a few 
words.· \'our Lordships may have observed that tho Legislative Assembly has 
rejected the Estimat~ for the Army Department as a ~~thod of protesting against 
certain features in Army administration; and in the di~charge of my re.. 
sponsibility to· Parliament it is right that I should offer some observatinns on the 
points against which £he Assembly has directed criticism. One grouad, and 
perhaps the principal ground, of objection is the standard of military expenditure 
ID India.. It may not be out of p1ace at the outset to attempt to remove a mis-. 
conception which appeaTS to prevail not onl~ in India but in some ~uarters in 
this country. A common line of criticism JS that the Jndian Retrendiment Com~ 
mittee of 1922 recommended that military expenditure shou1d not exceed so crores 
of rupees (let us say £37,ooo,ooo) a year, and that Government had failed to 
gi.e effect to tbis recommendation. But wbat did my noble friend Lord lnchcape 
and his co!legues in fact say,? They said:- · 
· u Should a further fall in prices take place we consider that it may be 
possible after a {ew years to reduce the military budget to a sum not e..'(ceedini 
so crores of rupees. although the Commander-in-Chief (I should explain that this 
was the late Lord Rawlinson) does not sut·s:ribe to this opinion." That was 
a very guarded expression of opinicn-is was not a recommendation-and whai 
ha.e. Government done to give effect to it1 They have reduced military ex
penditure from 65 and one-fo~rth crores, that is abont · £49,000,000, to less than 55 
crores or- about Z41~ooo ID the last fi.ve ~rs. 

The strengili of the Army. in India has .been reduced, wisely or unwisely, 
by 38,000 men or .14 per cent SJ.nce 1914. It JS true that its cost has nearly 
doubled, but lnd1a can no more expect to escap_e the financial consequences 
of !~• wor!<! upheaval tJ,lan anotb~r part of tbe Empire. In the same period 
llnbsh mll1tary expe~chture has mcreased by fifty per cent although its strength 
J:a~ been reduced by Sixteen per cent. It must be remembered that owing to the 
f!gid economy of pre-war years, the Indian Army was actually below the efii.. 
Clency lev"! when War broke out. The fruits of that policy were borne in 
Mesopotamia and I can assure ynur Lordships that neither the India office nor the 
Government of India n~r I myself will forget the lesson that was taught there. 
however short CJI ~ens ma;y be the memory of the Le~slative Assembly •. 
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I have referred to the reduction of the s~rengh of the Army in India since 

the War; but I must add that the progressive reduction was acquiesced in by 
the Commander~in~Chief, Lord Rawlinson, and approved by the noble Viscount, 
my predecessor ; not as in itself a sound military measure-it was never so 
claimed, never so defended-but solely because the financial condition of India 
at that time made retrenchment necessary) and the improvement in the external 
and internal situation of India made it ~sible to take a certain amount of risk. 
I must emphasise this because behind the general complaint against the size of 
military ex~nditure lies the suspicion that the Army in India, even on the 
present footing, far exceeds the actual requireme:cts of the country and thus 
contains, at Indian expense, a potential reserve which can be, and is intended 
to be, used for Imperial purposes alone. That suspicion is absolutely withoot 
·foundation. 

The primary pur~ of the Army in India has been defined, in a Resolu. 
ti011 passed by the Leg1slative Assombly 1n 1921 and endorsed by His Majesty's 
Government, as " the defence of India against external aggression and the 
maintenance of internal order." So far from its being true that the Home 
Government keeps troopa in India which are not needed by 'India and can at 
will be drawn u_pon for reinforcements elsewheret almost the exact opposite is 
the case. It lS true that wh~n for the moment conditions in India are 
peaceful-and this is I think the answer to the specific- question which the 
noble Lord asked me--tro:ps can be tempo;arHy spared from India, as they 
are being temporarily spared at the present time, to assis. in emergencies 
elsewhere. But neither the Governmen~ of India nor I would be likely to 
conceal from ourselves that by lending trcops (rom the Indtan garrison at 
this moment we are facing a certain risk. It is! we believ~ a reasonable 
risk, or we should not have been justified in taking it, but it is reasonable 
only so long as the occasic-n is tempoTary. Further than that we dare not go. 

'Ihe strength of an army must be measured, not in relation to which I may 
term lccal day-to-day contingencies, a border scuflle one day, a disturbance of 
the public peace the next, but in re!ation to wider contingencies which I need 
not farther specify. It is recognised by both His Majes~ys Government and the 
·Government of India that in certain contingencies the Army hi India wiU not 
·suffice for'' the defence of India against external aggression and the maintenance 
of internal order," but 1hat we sha.U have to obtatn, should these contingencies 
unhappily arise, reinforcements from the Imperial Army in order to defend India 
successfully against a combinaticn of menaces. That is the cardinal fact in the 
question of the military requirements of India and the military commitments of 
Great Britain. In face of tt, it is surely futile to say that the strength of the 
Army in India exceeds its requirements as defined by the Indian Legislature itself 
and to demand that it be· reduced still further. 

An Imperial Concern. 
Throughout all these criticisms upon Army administration in India, I detect 

a belief that these matters are primarily of concern to India alone, that there is 
no call on His Majesty's Government to take part in themt and that action by 
His Majesty's Government in this sphere is a kind of bureaucratic interference 
from Whitehall. If only for the reason which I have already indicated, this is a 
mistaken view. AU these questicns, whether they relate to the spread of military 
training in India, or to the lndianisation of the Indian Army, can only be handled 
with the necessary degree of success if they are brought under comprehensive 
survey by an authority competent to examine them from the broadest Impe:rial 
point of view. It is not enough to approach lhem parcchially.o I had, in fact, 
last year formed the ccnclusion that the time had now come to invite the Com
mittee of Im~rial Defence. to ccnsider the problem of Indian defence as a whole 

. an:d to take the opportunity of examining certain incidental questions, of which I 
will refer to two because they have been mentioned in the Le~islative Assembly. 

· 'Ihe first is the Report of the Indian Auxiliary and TerntorialForces Com· 
mittee, which requires a broader survey than eilher the Government of India or 

. lhe India Oili~:c are able to Ulldertake, in so far as it relates to lhe potentilol 
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fighting strength of India which C"!J be placed un~er m~li~ry training. The 
other is the Indian Sa:ndhurst Comm1ttee Report, wh1ch w1ll .tn a fe,v days be 
Inllde available to )'OUr LordshifS. I shall not be expected to d1scuss that Report 
this afternoon, because I have no! at this s~age r~ceived the Government of Ind~.a's 
recommendations on it~ But I will say thts. It ts a document of first rate Im
portance not only in what it contains but even more perhaps in the lines of 
1nquiry ;hich it is bound to in~tiate ; and it presents the pr~blem in a. war. which 
necessarily compels us to conSlder where we now stand and JD what dnec un we 
may mcst safely and readily advance. So far as I am concerned, I shall welcome 
the opportunity and use it to the full. . . . 

Quite obviously the problem, so stated, ts one of Impertal scope, en whtch 
neither the G~ment of India nor the Secretary of State is qualified to speak 
wilh final authority. I felt bound to consider whether we in India might not be 
well advised not to publish the Report until both the Government of India and 
His Majesty's Government had had time to examine it and to review the whole 
problem, including aspects of it which were beyond the ran~e of the signatories. 
It appeared that this woa1d involve too lcn3" delay, in publica non and, after con
sWung the Viceroy and those of my colleague~ who are primarily concerned, I 
decided to publish the R~rt at once with some preliminary indication of the 
scope of the further inquiries to which it points the way. That will very shortJy 
be done and the next step will be for the Committee of Imperial Defence, after 
receiving the Government of India's views, to examine the Report as a whole in 
its relation to those wider aspects of military policy which they alone are com.
petent to appraise. 

Trades Union Act. 
Lahour difficulties bulk so largely iu India that noble Lords will perhaps 

expect me to say a word on this subject. The Indian Trade Urtions Act, which 
was passed last year, provides for the voluntary registration of unions, an:i to 
registered unions various privile~s will be given. The object of the Act, which 
wiU come into effective operatton as soon as the Local Govern men !s have pro-
mulgated regulations, is to encourage the growth of a healthy trade union 
movement in India, and to assist in the development of responsible associations 
of workmen, which can be recognised by employer~. This cannot, of Coursey be 
brought about by legislation, and the future of this movement must depend 
entirely upon the workers themselves and their leaders. I would he the last to 
underrate the difficulties which stand in the way. These are encrmous, but the 
passage of this Act should serve to make easiest the creation of stable and res. 
ponsible unions, and so help towards industrial peace. 

Further Constitutional Change. 
The noble Lord finally asked me to inform him of the prcspects of any stCfS 

being taken at an early date in preparation for the consideration of further consti. 
tutional change. 1 would ask him in turn, dces he feel quite certain that the 

. advancement of that magic dat~) 19'26, which has occupied S? much attention in 
India during the last six years, is now in fact the desire of these who have hither
to urged it with such untiring per!istence: Y I have thought myself that l have 
seen oflate signs among the leaderS of Indian opinion of a certain relucsance to 
rush this fence, if I may be permitted the image, now that the march of time has 
brought it so unescapably close. But I do not dwell unduly upon that point. 
Unless Parliament were to decide otherwise) and to -amend the Jaw accordm~ly, 
a Commission must be ins.titut~ not l~t7r than the end of the year 1926.. HaVJng 
regard to the known chmauc condtt1onst any advancement of· this date must 
mean that the Commission would be constituted in time to commence its labours 
in the )ate autumn of either this year or next. The issue has thus become a some
what narrow one.~ narrow in fact t~t I hazard the suggestion that ten or even 
five years hence 1t wtU have become difficult to recognise that a choice between 
1927, 1928, or 1929 as the date for the initiation of this inquiry should have been 
one to arouse grave controversy. . 

However that may be, I decline, as [ have stated once before in this House, 
to make myself the slave of a date, and the decision of this questioD still lies witb 
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India hers;u: If the results follow which might reasonably be expected from th~ 
fairly favourable auguries disclosed by the ~st four m"lntbs, if, that is, it becomes 
apparent that the present Constitutmn, mth aU its fau!rs, ts being accepted as 
the ins~rument for a serious and sus~ined eft'>rt to C":)Uaborate in securing lhe 
" better government of India "-to quote the description app:ied in th~ Act of 
1857-then I see no reas~n to anticipate lhat His Majesty•s G:wernment an:i 
Parliament, if so advised by the Govem-1r-General, will be found over-an.Jous to 
insist upon waiting until the ten years perbd has run its fuU c~urse. My appeal 
is still, as it was two years ago, for commc.n sense and reas:mableness. Th.! 
pursuit of political will...c>the-wisps has DJt S) far proved very profitable. Nor 
will it hereafter. An inteUigent discharge of existing powers is a powerful argu-. 
ment for their extension ; an irratjonal obstructicn a powerful argument against. 
The critical months which we await will determine tbe decision, and I earnes~ly 
hope that at long last we shalt meet a sanlty and sobriety of action wb!dl will 
encourage and fortify those who established the pres:nt Constitution in the h1pe of 
witnessing its evolunonary extensiou. 

Constitution Not A Failur~. 
The Marquess of READING said he dissen!ed from the s•a•.cment of Lord 

Olivier that the prtsent Constitution must be regarded as a failure. He {Lord 
Reading) was surprised to hear the nJble Jord take that view. He refused to 
regard the Constitution as a faliure; he would rather regard it as a mc.nument 
erected by the generosity of the British Parliament for rhe purpcse of giving l:fi'ect 
to the principles which this country held dear, and to enable lnJia in the iuture, 
when she was ready for it, and when she had shown the wit;in~ness of spirit.wbich 
they all desired, to govern herself as I_Jatt of the British Emprre and maintain her 
paSttion, they hoped for all time, assoctated with us in the British C.Jmmonwealth 
of Nations~ Looking back on the six: or seven years which had passed since 
this Constitution was put into operation he asked how anyone who had studied 
constitutional history could have expected more io have veen accomplished in 
India during that shOrt period than hail actually been achieved. He thought that 
Lord Birkenhead's speCch was a complete answer to the statement tbat the 
Constitution was a failure. They all remembered the unfortunate and tragic 
evencs of 1919, as a consequence of which the reforms were ·started under the most 
unfavourable auspices. As the years progressed be became more confirmed in 
the opinion that the British Parliament acted \\iS~ly in 1919t anJ that if we had 
not taken the course we did then we might have been in much greater difficulties 
at this moment. Everything seemed to pcint to the peaceful development of 
constitutional government. He was not suggesting that he took the view that 
we were ready to make the jump forward which some Indian p::Jiticians desired, 
or had desired in the past-he was not so certain of the prc.sent position. If they 
toolc the last Session as an example he doubted very much whether it would be 
just to say that there had been any lfffort of dellbcrate obstruction in the sense of 
attempting to prevent the constitution from functioning~ Everything apparently 
of importance that had been desired had been obtained in the Assembly. 

Financial Position. 
Speaking of the financial position, he said that during the five years from 1919 

onwards there was a deficit of 75 millions sterling. It was determined to initia,e 
a new policy and to make the Budget balance if possible.. With the assistance 
of Lord Inchcape's Committee retrenchments were made in C."Cpenditure. When 
he. had read articles and listened to debates on economy in this country he had 
sometimes thought a useful lesson might be learned from the study of the affairs 
of India.. The finance of India emerged from their parlous condition as the result 
of a poiicy of retrenchment and economy. There would not be a surplus at this 
moment if it had not been for the drastiC reductions made in expenditure. The 
result of the administration of financial affairs had been that tke provincial 
contributions to the Central Government bad now been abolished-a notable 
achievement. It had been expected that it would take many years to dispense 
with these contributions. The financial conditions of India were aucb that ho 
!bought India might be compared very favourably perbaps wilh aoy couotry 
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other .than the United States .. In the direc~icn of finance· he woulc! ask their 
lordsh1ps to come to the ~chlstonJ not that the . <Ans!itution had been a failure:, 
but that, viewed by the hght of events, really tts achievement was s?me\vhat 
remarkable. 

·A Qualified Approval. 
Viscount HAL~ AN~ : My Lorcs, whatever my noble friend Lord Olivier may 

not have succeeded tn domg, at leas~ he has brought out tne two very interesting 
speec~es ~o which :ve have just listened. The noble Marquess has defended the 
Constttutt~n estabhshed. by the Monfagu-Chelmsford Reforms in 1919 powerfully. 
He ~s Sald that he demes that that Constitution was a failure and he has given 
~~ tn t:uth, S?Ille ~ord of very valuable things which have taken place under 
tt.. I think be JS entitled to congratula!e himself completely upon the outcome as 
regards finance. I do not think he e"aggerated in the Jeast in that regard and 
I was very glad that so cordial a tribute was paid, bo:h by the Secretary or' State 
and by him, to the 'York of that dis·inguished administrator Sir Basil Blackett, 
w~ worked und~r h!m and to wh~m is due ~ great deal of credit in connection 
wtth the reor~a.Iusauon of the finance of India. If the only question were whether 
the Constitutlon had been a comp1ete failure, 1 sh~uld aaree with the noble 
Marquess that it had not been d.::ne under it. But finance is 

0
not the wh~le ques.. 

tion, and alii think that my noble friend Lord Olivier intended to convey was 
that at least it is a Constitution which has not been as fully and generously 
accepted as we cculd have hoped, with the result that there has been a good deal 
of eviL 

I shall presently have something to say about what I believe to be the cause 
of that, but before l do so ; I wish to advert to the speech which the Secretary of 
State has made. It was a very full speech, it was a very candid speech and I 
think it was a very useful speech, in as much as he answered nearly every question 
which bad been put I<> liim. It covered so much ground that I cannot hope to 
traverse it en this occasicn when, indeed, I only wish to say a few words on 
certain specific points. But there were two or three lhings with which I was glad 
the noble and learned Earl dealt. He spoke of the Act of 1925 for dealing with 
disturbances in Bengal. I took an active part in the drafting of that Act. It 
was settled reallf between India, in clcse consultation with the Viceroy, and 
London. It was limited 1?}' general assent to one principle, which was to deal, 
not wi.h political agitation, not with new political crimes, but with crime under 
the actually existing law and to take steps to put that down. Anybody who re
members the s:ate of things, in Calcutta in particular, in that year, knows that 
it was a very dreadful state of things, a state of things in which human life was 
DOt safe in the City and the Act was passed to enable the auth'Jtities to deal 
with that state of things drastically9 It was done, and now the question has 
been raised in India and by SJrne people here whether the time has not come 
when you might release the wh~!e of the cffenders in prisJn under that Act. 

Release of Detenues.. 
Speaking for myself I think it would be inconsistent with the very principle 

of the Act to release them wholesale. You must deal with their cases individual
ly. They are being dealt with·. individualJy. A. considerable ~um~ are out on 

rrobation. I hoJ?e that that JS a process which may be earned shU further1 and 
do not quarrelm the least wi1h. the principle that the noble and learn~ Earl 

laid downt that you must go cautiously •• B~;~t.you must to some ~x~ent ~ew the 
decisions- come to on the spot about mdtvtdual cases. I know tt 1s very dJfficult, 
and I am ~ much against interfering with local people in ordinary ma~ters 
but when it come-s to life and liberty then· you have a very serious state of thmgs, 
particularly when there is a powerful public opinion olserving you. Accordingly 
1 hope that the noble and learned Earl, while adhering to the principle t~t the 
cases must be dealt with individually and each on its merits, will see !O tt that 
they are all dispcsed of, not in tha:t somewhat happy-go-lucky way which often 
bapp<:na when things are left only to the local police. 
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The Anny In India. 
Another matter on which the noble and learned Earl touched was·-the 

Army~ It is true that there has been a very powerful movement in India for ... the 
reduction of the Indian Anny and its cost, and no doubt there is a great force in 
the contention tha1 the Army is probably kept up on a scale for the resistance 
of foreign aggression which would not be necessary if India was a perferctly 
peaceful country left to itself and not apt to become involved in quarrels which 
proceed between Great Britain and other countries.. That is true, but of -course 
we cannot do without an Army in India of at leas: sufticien~ size to preserve 
Jaw and order and to ensure security from some form of attack.. But 1 have 
often raised a question in my mind which I commend to the consideration of the 
noble and learned EarL 

It is a question which, as far as I am aware, has never been considered. 
We maintain two great Armies, one in India and the other the Imperial Army, 
the Home Army. The Home Army is generally exclusively in this country, 
When it goes abroad it goes abroad temporarily. 1 have S>metimes th'lught
and I have discussed this with some of the most eminent mili~ary auth?rilies in 
India-that in these days of rapid traosport it would be possible to keep at 
least some part of our own Home Anny, some part of our Expeditionary Force. 
generally in India. It need not be a large part. A comparatively small part of 
of it would be s;..~cient to relieve the necessity of keeping up quite as great 
a military force in India. A short time azo it was obvious that it woul:l have 
been a good plan because the theatre of probable disturbance was in the Near 
East, in Iraq and in coun!ries in that vicinity. Then it wouJd have been a con... 
venience to us to have had that part of the Expeditiona:y Force which we might 
require clos: at h>nd. But that is not so now. I do not think that invasion from 
the north is a very practiea.l proposition. 

It may be that circumstances may change and. you may require a !at,er 
force, and then the consideration of this new aourc& of addition to the Indian _ 
Army, which may be considered on the analogy of the Territorial Force, may 
become important. I do n'lt think it is possible to come to a decision about so 
large a ques~on s~raight off, but I do. say that I think we should do wen to 
consider the question whether the Expeditionary Army of this country and tbe 
Indian Army should not be in closer relation than they are at the~~~ time. 
At the present time th~ duplicate their work to some extent, and It is one of 
th?se th;ngs whick OU):.!ht to be considered in the <Ammittee of Imperial defence 
on a lat'l!e scale-whether the views of those wh l thin~<: th1t s:>me part of our 
'"orces might remain general:y in India (as I say n?t too large a part), is not a 
view which ought to be taken into accaun"'. I myself discuss:d th:s largely in 
1924 and 1925 with those wh~ are engaged in considering strategical questions.. 
It is purely a s~rategical ques~ion. It is a question which deserves more con
sideration than it has ever bad~ 1 think it is one that is new so far as the War 
Office is concerned.. 

Reason for Failure of Reforms. 
Then I come to the question why· it is that the Constitution es•ablished in 

1919 and the reforms of whiCh the noble and learned Earl has spoken and of 
which the late Viceroy has spoken-why it is that those reforms have DOt pro
duced as much fruit as we could have hoped for.. There is a reaS'!m for it. 
Between India and this country there is a very great difference in spirit and I 
think that difference in spirit is a difference which is too much overlooked. I do 
not often take part in the discussion of Indian affairs in this House, but for 
all tl1at 1 see a great many distinguished Indians, men of learning who come over 
here and who discuss things in a modcra!e spirit. I see them very often in my 
h~use and I read a great deal of literature with which they furnish me. I wish 
we had in- the library for ins~nce, such a magazine as the review which is 
published in the University of Calcutta and which contains articles by some of 
the most able men in India discussing all those questions on which we have been 
tou~hinlf to-ni~ht, Jfit ~r~ rO!!d1 then I thi11k it would become ai'JI"renl tl!al 
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,;,ucb or the difficulty about constitutional questions an:l mucb ofthe difficulty 
about domestic questions in ln.:lia. is due to the: difference of outlook~ 

At the bottom of a1mos! everything in India is the qucstbn of religion. I do 
not mean a:Oy conflict between Hinduism. in the popular idea of it here, and 
Christianity. They have got beyo'\1 that •.. I mean ~hat t!'e I;>; ian _is esse;>~ial. 
ly a reJi..,tous person and he brmgs religtous cons1derattons mto h1s C-?nscJence 
at every t~m. The result of tha~ is apparent in his at,i:u le towards your ques~ 
tions and I tkink you very often dG nO:t take account of the fact that you are 
dealing with pers~ns of a ditre:en! S)il"it from your ~pirit. I take ~e ca~:. T~e 
question of elementary educauon 1S a profoundly senous pro!)tem tn Jndta at this 
momenta Very_ little has been done.' The amount of ign"Jrance is stupendous. 
It interferes wtth everything: not only with the people ~h~m it lc!lv~ open to those 
influences operate S'O read1ly on an un~uarded mmi. but with the supply of 
administrators and of people to be employed in skilled businesses. As a conse
quence the education question is being more and more recognised. by th:--s~ wh'l 
think in India-and they are many-as lylng at the root of neaTly the wh'lle of 
the s~cial problem~ Practically no~hing has been done about it. Now that 1hese 
financial reforms of which we have been hearing to-night win place the Provinces 
in a better ~osition it is possible that the education question may be dealt with 
by them to some extent ' There is another quest ion in which the n~ble Marquess 
took a great in:erest when he was Viceroy and to some extent assisted~ and that 
is the ques~ion of agriculture. Th:! development of th,e study of agricul~Dre in 
India is a rrmtter of the first importance, and I hope an I believe that the deve
lopment of that study will procb1ce a new class of pecp~e in Indial more intenigent 
and able to get a great deal more for you out of the soil. 

Need to Understand Spirit or People. 
All these thin~s show, as writers like Lord Ronaldshay have been impres

sing upon us in their books, that we have to understand the spirit of the people 
more than we have done if we want to get rid of the reproach that our measures 
do not get home to them. I think it is quite reasonable to take time over the 
fashioning of the ConS\itution, if only for the reason that was given both by tbe 
noble Earl himself and by the noble Marquess. People's minds are very slowly 
settling down on that ques•ion out of a good deal of chaos and controversy. That 
is not a reason for feeling hopeless~ If you turn to the state of Canada as it was 
even after Lord Durham's time, you will find its Constitution in a condition as 
difficult as tbat of India to-day. We shall get out of these difficulties if we 
maintain an attitude of moderattcn, and at the same time of definite pul"p{se. I 
think that the speeches to which we have listened to·night are speecht-s that give 
us ccnsiderable h:~pe that, with' pe1sis:ence and by seeking to maintain the vast 
gap that now se:rarates the spirit of tht..se who administer India from those who 
administered it before the Mutiny in a very narrow fashion, there is at any ra!e 
a likelihood that India will by degrees eme'le into that ideal which was pres
cribed fur it at the time when the reforms were Instituted. 

LoRD OLIVIER THANKED THE EARl._ OF BIRKENHEAD FOR HIS STATEMENT 
AND WITHDREW HIS MOTION FOR PAPERS. . 



The Indian Debate • In Commons 
On the 2ND JUNE 1927 in the House of Commons on a motion fur 

adjournment, Mr. LANSBURY (Labourite) initiated the Indian debate and 
complained of the discrimination a~inst Indians on the Indian railways and 
also of the'' colour bar" in Britam. He asked for the establishment of an 
impartial tribunal to enquire into the KuUcati disturbances and demanded the 
publication of the medical report on which Mr. Bose was re-lused. He said 
that this was one of the cases that would be remembered in India etei'RaUy as the 
"persecution of a good nationalist" and he urged that the Government should 
appoint a committee to survey the situation and lead up to the appointment or 
the Statutory Commission. He was confi:ient that he was voicing the opinion of 
the Labour Party when be said that it was as anxious as anyone to maintain the 
British connecuon with India, but was convinced that it was only maintainable 
by giving people the right to be masters in their own country. . 

Earl WINTERTON, respondin~;, said that be did not complain of Mr, 
Lansbury raising these Indian questions "as Indian debates were only too rare.11 

As regards the ban at Edinburg~ he very much regretted the circumstan«S,- but 
they were not within the control o£ the Secretary o£ State for India nor the Sec
retary for Scotland. He was glad to hear deprecatory expressions from both 
sides of the House on June tst and personally agreed w1th the other Labourites 
rather than with Mr. Shiels. 

_ Revolutionary Crime and Mr. Bose. 
As regards the Bengal detenus, the Secretary or State never attempted to 

disguise the fact that exceptional powers were necessaty. Earl Winterton de
clared that the necessity for them was abundantly proved when they were put 
into operation in 192~ There had been an orga.n1sed conspiracy in Bengal to 
commtt revolutionary crimes. Nothing could be mare incorrect than Mr. Laus-
bury"s description or Mr. Bose's ofi'ence as a " political otience." Mt .. Bose 
broke the ]a w as regards revolutionary crimes under the Indian Penal Code. 

Earl Winterton continued that it was impossible for the Bengal Government 
to guarantee the maintenance ofiaw and order ani prevent widespread assassin. 
ation unless they were empowered to segregate persons resp:>nsible for organising 
and instigating the conspiracy. M:>reover, the Bengal Government were 
convinced that the ordinary trial by jury would endanger the lives or witnesses. 
Hence powers were taken to arrest th~se pers:>ns. Lord Olivier sanctioned this 
p:>licy. Earl Winterton had al\Vays thought that the Socialist Party accepted 
what Lord Olivier did. . . · 

Earl Winterton pointed out that 46 persons were in jail under the Act, as 
compared with 70 three m'>nths ago and 11 were in jail un:Ier the Res;u1ation II( 
as compared with t6, while 9S were detained in villages or homes. He re.stated 
Sir Muddiman's statement in the Legislative 1\Ssembly on March 21St and added 
that Mr~ Lansbury would be surprised to learn that there were certain or Mr. 
Lansbury's general observation with which he (Earl Winterton) and most members 
a}!reed. Nobody liked any form of extra~ judicial power if it could be avoided.. 
Neither he n'Jr the Government of lndta were anxious to exercise the powers a 
day Jonoer than was necessary. He. emphasised that these men were there 
because .o they were guilty up to the hilt of participating in the operations, which 
nobody e:<cept a few lunatics could condone. 

Earl Winterton said that revolutionary crime in Ben~al was confined to a 
small area and had ~lmost disappeare:J from the ;est orin.:J.ia. .lt alternately b:>ited 
up and died down m Bengal. It mtght be satd that tt bruled up m:>St when 
coercive. measures were taken an:l that it was leas~ active wh!n pe:>p!e treated it 
in Mr. Lansbury's way, but the very op~sit~ was the cas~ men!ionei h'~ 
concerning the number of th:>se wh'l" had been gtven a~n9ty by Mr* M">ntagu Ill: 
J920. 
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Regarding Mr. Bose Earl Winterton argued that the fact that the man 

occupied an important position in no way determined his guilt or innocence, what
ever the ,con&dence the Calcutta Corporation might have, in Mr. Bose. The 
Corporation was not quite the reasonable and moderate body that Mr. Lansbury 
contended it was, but anyway their confi:lence in Mr. Bose had nothing to do 
with the matter. · 

, Earl Winterte>n recapitulated the devel<>pments leading to ,Mr. Bose's .-elease 
and added that the Government would have done the same thing in the case o( 
any othet' :pelS':>n but would not make any special arrangements on account of 
his position in private-life.. On the matter of publishing the doctor's report, Earl 
Winterton said that ,he did not see the <"eason tor altering the usual procedure. , 

The Kulkati Affair. 
He was sorry to assume an uncompromising position over the Kulkati afFair 1 

but.be-must refuse m agree to an independent enquiry as it was wholly unneeeg... 
sary. Lord Birkenhead did not see the reason to doubt the rightness of the 
course taken by the authorities. -

Earl Winterton r.ecited the fac!S and asked the House to visualise the situa
tions with which the police have always to deal. They did not get thanks tor 
their action, but be was proud to stand up foT" the body of a most lon~..suff'ering 
men in the British Empire. The Indian Police often showed as much coura~e, 
tact and discretion as could be shown by the Metropolitan police in similar 
circumstances. .He was not going to comment on the proceedings which were 
being- considered and judicial proceedings might -follow~ but " prima facie" there 
was little doubt that the District Magistrate had to take drastic action or much 
greater loss o(Jife would have been probable if the crowd got into a contlict. · 

'The Royal Commission. 
As reEards the :Royal Commission. Earl -winterton was unable to add to 

what he and Lord Birkenhead had previously said. It was impossible to 
announce the date of appointment ot" the Ct\nditions governing the accelet"ation 
o( date. As regards the composition o( the Commission which Lord Birkenhead 
llctd naturally to consider, any view expressed in the.Commons and Lords he 
wontd -tonsider those views when the time came to make a submission to His 
Maj~sty with reg~rd to its composition and until then it was impossible. un
usual and possibly improper to state the definite names of the gentlemen to be 
submitted as members. 

Mr. ,S 11 b h a e Bose's R e f uta t ion • 
On the sthJune ·1927• in a communication to the Associated Press, Mr~ 

Subbas Chandra Bose now released from the Mandalay Jail refutes (he state
ment .mad~ hy ·Earl Winter.ton in the House of Commons that the detenus 
incloding Mr. Bose ,under the Regulation and Ordinance were tried before 
two judges. 

None .of the de~enus bas, says Mr. Bose. solar as l_am aware, ever been 
tried before a judge .or judges. There has not .been .even a mock tiial. I was 
never produced :before any magist~te or ·indge nOr was I ever told by whom the 
J)aper.& in c;onnec,tion wi.th my cas~, which had been prepa~ed or fabricated, had 
heen examrned -e11her pnor to my arrest or would be examtned subsequent to it. 
Some time af~r my arrest a police officer visited me at the Alinore Central Jail 
i~ Calcutta and read out to '!lea number of aUegations which were miscalled 
cbaTv~s. As ~T as ft!Y recollectt<m ~oes, I ~as accused of being a member of a 
cnnsptncv fur tmportrne- -aTms. manufactunng explosives and murderin~ police 
~c.ers. When I was a~ked if I had anythin2' to ·say in reply to the u charges. n 
I_ sau'l that I was who11y mnocent and I demanded trial before a court of Jaw. 

In January 1921!: I was trans,.erred from the Berhampore~JaU to the Mandalay 
Jail. Uniler the Benf!al Ordinance some time in February the sa~e charges 
~represented a, ~d, ti~. When I was asked if I would reply to the allega
bons, I stated this time •n wr~tmg that~ reaffirmed my inno~ence, I then rai~;.j 
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the question myself as to why I should have got into the bad books of the police. 
1 proved or at least attempted to prove that any predicament was the result of 
personal malice against me on the part of a high pollee official. I venture to 
think that my explanation was, to put it very mildy, certainly as plausible as 
the case concoted against me by thi.! police. It is not, theretore, true, as Earl 
\Vinterton said on a former occasion, that when l was confronted with the 
charges I declined to repJy. Neither is it true as the Home Member of the 
Government of India said on cne tccasit.n, that detenus were made acquainted 
with the general scope of evidence against them~ 

In October 1926 a police c.fficlal interviewed me in Mandalay and in the 
course of conversation with me he attempted to say that there was documentary 
evidence against me. I chaUenged him to produce it and asserted that there 
could not possibly be any such evidence against me and that it he would s.iU 
persist in saying there was I could not help saying that that evidence must have 
been forged. The cffi.cial in questicn therefore observed discreet silence, pt.ossiOly 
because he felt the game was up. 

Referri_ng to tht? statemen~ of Earl _Wi~terton that the dett:nus were guilty 
up to the h1lt of takmg part JD assassmattcn, Mr. Bose Sa)S that during the 
last five or six years, in a province the population of which is about fifty millions, 
there has been one single case of political assassination, namely, the murder of 
Mr. Day. There is no one who did not or does not condemn the murder and if 
this and its sequel prove anything they prove that lhe ordinary law of the land 
was sufficient to cope with any form of v1oJence whatever its motive might lJe.. 

Mr. Bose next refers to the murder of the Sankaritola Pcstmaster, Mr. Santi 
Chakravarti, and Rai Bahadur llhupendra Nalh Chatterjee, in aU of which 
cases he holds the ordinary law of the land wOuld suffice to bring to book those 
who were responsible for the outrages and adds that it would not be fair for the 
authorities to make use of these murders as arguments for justifying the Ordi
nance or Kegulation. 

Regardmg the assassination and intimidation of witnesses in politlcai case~ 
the apprehenstons of .l!.arl Winterton, he says, are entireJy wnh..>ut tounuauun. 
A large number of recent cases whlch the police regard as pulmcal ana. which 
have been tried in open court have disapproved th1s contenuun and one iS sur
prised that the Under Secretary ot State tor lndia should. suH cvn .. mue to trot 
out such worthless and repeatedly e>:ploded argumenls tor bOJS\enng up a 
thoroughly discredited policy. 

Mr. J>ose agreed wnh Earl Winterton that the fact that a man occupies 
an important position in no way determines his guilt or innocence.. "l have 
never claimed any immunity from the operation of law by vinue of any posmon 
in private or public life. We are ail equal in the eye of the law and we desue to 
remain so. lt we break the law as we did in lJecember 1911 we shaH do so 
openly and we shall carefully accept the consequencei as· we dtd then. In the 
present case we have not broken the law and we have not \·io!ated any section 
of the Indian Penal Code. It is theretore but natural that we silauld teet that we 
are being persecuted not for complicity in revolutionary conspiracy but tor 
setting up a strong political organisation by means which are open and above 
board/' 

Mr. Bose concludes :-uExcept that some obliging gentlemen have occa~ 
sionally come forward with a broken revolver or picked up a bomb sheU and 
offered themselves for arrest, whenever there has L>ccn talk of releasmg detenus, 
there has been no crime in the province wh1ch may be ca.J.led revulurionary 
during the last few years and cenamly not durmg 1he last twelve months. A 
perusal of Earl Winterton's speech gives one the imprc:ssioo that either he is 
deliberately indulging in an erroneous statement and nau:.uutb or has been 
completely misinformed by men on the spot about the exact postuon ot affatrs 
in this unhappy province. Either alternauve aff~Jrd5 us poor consolation and 
little solace." 



fhe I'ndia Office Estimates 
HOUSE OF COMMONS-17TH JUNE 1927. 

The India Office Estimates were discused in the Commons on the 1 th 
June. Contrary to Jhe usual practice, tJu: !'ebate did not open with the EstimJes 
speech by Earl Winterton. The OppoSlllOn had selected the subject of India 
for to-day at short notice. Consequently, it was arranged that Earl \Vinterton 
sho~ formally move the . Estimates and then there should be a general dis. 
cuss!on, to which Earl WJDterton would reply, and the Estimates should be 
re-chscussed at a later session, when Earl "\\'interton would make the Estimates 
speech. Mr. Patel and Lord Sinha were present in the Distinguished Strangers' 
Gallery. . 

Mr. LANSBURY opened the debate by enquiring with regard to the Reforms 
and the estabbsJ:unent of Reforms Commission, etc. Referring to Mr. Patel's 
presence, he po1~ted out that there was a vital difference tctween tbe Com. 
DIOIIS and th~ Assembly in India, because the Commons, when it passed a Jaw 
or a resoluuon, bad the power to see that it was carried into· effect but that did 
not happen in India. . 

Re<erring to Mr. Bcse Mr. Lansbury read a telegram from Mr. Bose 
d~clanng that no detenus had ever been tried before any judge and that he 
himsel.t bad n~·er been produced before a Magistate or a Judge. He was never 
acquamted wuh the nature of the evidtnce against him. He had challenged 
the pollee to produce dccumentary evidence, but they were silent .. 

Mr. Lansbury declared that the Trade Unkns Act lor India was a step ~ 
wards the tight duecticn, although it was a very halting step. The labourities 
would bave liked to see a v~ry mu-ch broader measure. He concluded by 
MOVING THE llEDtiCflON OF ,C1oo FROM THE ESTIMATES. 

Mr. Warlaw-Milne expressed appreciation of the tone of Mr. Lansbury's 
speech. Discussing what would happen in 1929 when the Reforms would be con
Sidered, he epn:ssed the opinion that it was impcssible to do anything more 
than extend the progress already made. 

Mr. Saklatvala repudiated the idea that gradual reform would remedy the 
grievances of the Indian people.. There was no middle course between slavery 
andfre~~ · 

Earl WlN'IERTON, replying to the debate, said he could make no announce
mtnt with tegard to the date ot the Statutory Cc.mmiSSton, except to s~y .lhat the 
interval l'ftt.aining befote the time, v. hent under the act, the CommlSSICD m1:1st 
be appointed was now so rapidly diminishing that the qutsti~ n of the: prec_Ise 
date of the assembling ot the Ccn.mJssicn was fast bccon.mg .cne m w~ch 
matte.Js of practical anve:nif.nce bulked aJmcst as largely as qufstlo~s of pohcy. 
It l\a~ an open secret that the .G'?vernmc~t of lndta .w~re collecung dat~ to· 
&utn.lt bdote the Ro}al Cc.rrm1SS1tn. li the Cc.rnnussu:.n was brought Into 
operati(n before the e>;act time prucrlbed by the act, Government v.-ould have 
to seek the approval of Parliamtnt and it \Vculd do S? wi1hout hfSitaticn~ Under 
the Govetnmcnt ot lndia Act, it would be nta:ssary, JD due cou•set .q~Jte apa~t 
frcm the qutstkn ot <.ale, to cbtain Pariiau.en~'s. apfroval to subm1SS1on to H1s 
l\lajuty vi the ptoposea Ferscnnd of the CommiSSIOn. . . 

ReFlying to Mr. lansbury·s ttmatks wuh regard to the AssembJy In lndJ_a, 
Earl ~ JDt~l1(D, .tn:.t-basised that the del:atf.S in the Assembly and CounoJs 
had inilutnced 1he cou1se of Gc,·ernmtnt xr.ore stnngJy than \\as cc.ntemplated 
l\h<n 1he act was passed. l'iothing cou1d be fur~her item the truth than the 
&tattmtnl that the na.nstets ol. 1he A~cmbly and then elc:ctt:.lS we:re power~~ss. 
lie 1\'C\lld be n:cst su1~tiscd if the Rc.)al Ccn:.missicn, l\h~~ it came to c~nSJd~ 
the ll'.auer did not ccnfizm his view. lie expnssed the opmscn, that ~ cc.~u~ 
tutknal n.~chine in 1ndia apFtand to be working with lus jolting and vlbrah~ns 
•hall a ,ear 11go and with tcwcr atlempts to paral)&e it and there was a srow•ng 
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appre~iation ofits.meritsand the merits or the Reforms. Probably, the improve
ment ID the finanetal situation, the growing scepticism of the value of pretensions 
of the more extreme ·critics of the Government ot India, and the feeling, that 
energies should be husbanded for Lhe ne:!l.t stage when the Statutory Omunission 
appeared on the scene, were aU factors, which led to the improved situation • 

. Referring to the Hindu MosLem agnement regarding joint electorates, Earl 
Wmterton expressed regret that tbe statemtnts and speeches of representatives 
of the two communities did not give great hope that the soo-called agreement 
would be recognised by private people. 

Referring to the koyal Commissi{ln on Agriculture, Earl Winterton empha 
sised that the evidence of witnesses did not nccessarity represent the view of the 
Government. He petsonaUy was of opinion that the Commission would find not 
all the complaints against Indian agriculture to be justified. He cited the opinion 
of the Director, Government Dtml.>nstration Farm in Bengal} that the Commission 
might find that the ancient implements such as wooden plough were the best 

· instruments for cultivauon of small plots of land in Bengal. 
Earl Winterton concluded with a strong de(ence oi the action of the Govern .. 

ment with regard to the Bengal detenus •. 
MR. LANSBURY'S MOTION WAS REJECTED BY 173 VOTES TO 4S• THE DEBATE 

WAS THEN ADJOURNED~ 

HOUSE OF COMMONS-8TH jULY 192?. 
Mr. Patel and other distinguised Indians were present in the gallery, when 

Earl Winterton opened the conanuation of the debate on India Office Estimatu 
in the House of Commons on the Hthjuly. 

Earl WINTERTON .reiterated that, save in very exceptional cases, where 
the action proposed would raise nauvnat and imperial diffi.culues, His Majesty's 
Government dtd not regard themselves at liberty to intere1ere when agreement 
had been reached between the Government ot India and the legislature. From 
pezsonal knowledge Earl Wtntertun knew Uiat lvlr. ~aklal\'ala did. not represent 
onepba.if of one per cent of the views and stnuments ol the community which 
he posed as representing. indeed, he had betn approached by more than one 
distinguished Jndian in puolic lite, asklng how to get tnto touch with represent& 
tives ot Liberal and Conservauve partit:s wuh a v1ew to stanatng ior election to 
counteract the idea that Mr. Saktatvala in any way represt:nted the majonty. 

Earl Winterton contrasted the c ... nfbcung schools of opmion. Firstly, 
those who, whtlst they grudg;ngly admiued ce.rtrun benefits ot the Hri~ish con .. 
nection wilh India, ccntendea that the bulk ot populauon was as mt&erable, 
poor, diseased, ignorant and under-ted as previously ana all would be changed_ 
with Swarap. Se:concUy, those who, wlule aamitting the Jnadequate mar,g:m ot 
subSistence of lruuan worke1S1 ctatmed that, since \he l:Sriush came, there had 
been a grtat improvement, "h'ch would have been greater but 1or the Jack of 
eo-ope.rauon and the obsuuctive attitude due to the l~ebrited customs of Indians 
themselves. 'lhe latter also held that the growth of the lndianJsallon of services 
and the devolution ot power rtsulted in the detenoration o.t aamtUIStration •. Earl 
Winterton rejected the first thtsts ancl was unable to accept the second wttJ:lout 
qualification. He pointed out that much ol the heal\h and wel1are of lnd1ana 
aepended on the dhciency of the munic1paiities ana. dtStrJCt lccal board~1 whose 
activities could not be surveyed in the Commcns. Probably, the dtarcbtcal 
system provided an inaaequate financ:al Slimulus to the transferred subJc~ts, 
because, while wa}'S and. means of finance were generally not matters for which 
the miniSters were tesponstble and as Jc..Di: as the _reserved ~epartments coul~ be 
:rep1escnted as having •he first call on the provmcJal tunas, It was ahyays po!stble 
for a Minister and hls followers to pc1Suad.e then.selves that the prmc1pJe, that 
socialism was unattamable without pay1ng tor it, o.id not apply to them and to 
actuat power in their hands. . . . . . • . 

Earl Winterton drew au.enuon to the cootlicts of op1ntOD and cntlcl&m as, 
for example, Mr, GaDdhi's eonteDtion, that roads, railwa75 aDd mills dicl DOt 
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appeal to the soul of India, while other critics .accused us of utter indi~erence 
for the prosperity of the pe<:ple. It was patheuc to see real sorrow filhng the 
heart and soul ot the man who had spent his life in the admin!stration of India 
having t~ leave and hand _over the wo~k to ~n~ther. Earl Wmterton expr~ssed 
the opintODt that the (:Hfficulty lay m the mdlffercnce of the people, espectaUy, 
due to the inherited views ot this li1e and the next.~ Ooviously, religious observa
nce and custom in a matter like caste, with the accompaniment of child
marriages, the deprt.ssed classes and the prohibition of the slaughter of animals 
must affect the health and vitality of individuals. 

Earl Winterton tnumerated at leng1h what had been accomplish-ed through 
the co-operation of Indians and Europeans in v_arious direction_s a.nd anal}:sed 
the Indian budget, dweUmg on the gradual reducuon of the prov1ncral contnbu. 
tion excluding the Bengal contributton, and the decision to use the anticipated 
ncurring surplus tor the remiSSion of three and a half crores of contribution 
permanently. While the teastbitity of making a remission of the residue of 
contributi(Jns permanent would depend on the tuture, nobody was more anxious 
than the Sc:cretary ot State and the Government of India to see the last of the 
feature of the Indian Re;orms financea Earl Winterton dre¥1 attention to the 
improvement oi labour coruiitions. v,hich synchronlsed with India's whole.hearted 
participation in the international )abour organtsation,. and pointed out that 
1ndia was one of the few countries which had raufied the Washington Labour 
Convention~ (LoUd Labour cheers.) lic.r output ot social legislation during the 
past five years was a remarkable achievement of an oriental country. He paid 
trtbutt.S to Lord Lloyd, SU' Les!ie WdsL.n, and their rcspeclive Governments for 
carrying out great and tar-teaching schemes of social bettermenta He doubted 
whether the people realised the amaz:mg progress ot agricultural co-operation. 

l!;ad \\'mterton said that recruHihg of Europeans for the services was 
steadily rising, but they were not geuing enough of young Indian Civil Service 
officers. 'I be Govetnment ot lndia and Lord lillk(;nhead were carefuUy watch· 
ing \he position and all necessary steps would be taKtn to ensure the recruitment 
ot snffictent !Sriush officets. '1 he apprthtnSiODS tegardmg the effect of lndian
isatic.n must be mt..st. caretuHy Ct..DSitten:a, v.-ht.n the Government dealt wnh the 
lrulian SanahuJst Commnteets l<.eport. As lt..ng as we t.:ffered, as we mnst, 
aaequate guarantee as regaJClS- ct..nd.itic..ns ana. ptt.speclS ot service, he was 
conbdent the 1ntuan Army wo-uld. conunue to be one ot \he finest careet s. 

Conciuttmg, he sa1a, he was pelS_naUy acquaintt:d wnh more numerous 
Indians of aU IJarm.s lD pub11c hie than any ot llls prede:cessvrs could say. He 
hoped, without ~howmg t..ffusivent.ss or a patrt.nJSIDg spuit that in culture and 
education, the leaain~ men anong them were not bebmd. the public men of any 
other country.· "lhat, howevert was not t.nough. He bad shown the extent to 
Vthtch power to improve the masses reSted in their hands, not merely in future 
but at present under the- existing constiumc.n. As far as any custom and tradi
tion barred the way to progress, they could do infinitely more than any Govern
ment to infiuence a change. 

Other speakets. 
Several Conservatives and Labourites followed Earl Winterton. Co1. Wedg-

. wood asked the Guvemm(;.nt to D:t a date for the grant of Home Rule when 
lndians could manage themselves their m1inary and C1\'il affairs and urged the 
immedlate appom\n,ent -ot · a Royal CommiSSlt.n. He adaed that he would 
like to see Mr. Ganuhl t.D it. Ow1ng to l'artiamentary time, Earl Wmterton was 
1..nable to deal wnh the matters raised by the various speakers, but picked out 
the instances menuoned by Mr. Shaw, namely, tbc: alleged beatmg of a man by a 
lSritish officer SIX. mt.J'!ths ago, which Mr. Shaw said he and a German friend 
witnessed. Earl \Vmlertvn saiatt was difficult to take acncn now as Mr. Shaw 
had not Teportc:d the mauer to the pollee \\b.tch it wash1s plain duty to do. Earl 

· Winterton \heretore described. it as a cvck anu bull SLory. . 
A stormy scene then ensued, Earl Vvmteru.:n charging Mr. Shaw with 

breach of duty as a citiven in not reponing the matter.. The sttting automatically 
ended at {our o'clock and the DEBA'I'E ON THE INDIA 0HlCE VOTE WAS AI). 

~0\IP.NED 1
'- SINE :PIE:.V 



The Indian Navy Bill 
Second Reading Passed, 

The Indian Navy Bin was intro:luced in the House of Commons by Earl 
Winterton in February 1927· The Second Reading of the Bill was moved in 
the Commons on •he 9TH M ~ RCH 192?· In moving it Earl Winterton related the 
history of the Naval Forces in India and incidentally referred to the Royal 
Indian Marine as a u non-combatant force." 

Commander Ken,vorthy protested against this. 
Earl WINTER TON replied that the term had heen usually applied to the 

Royal Indian Marine ~hich for the greater part of its service was a non-com
batant force and emphasised that its duties were verv important~ He paid a 
tribute to the very valuable seTVice of the Royal Indian Marine during the War 
and declared that it·ha.d durin~ its se,.vice good men and true, British and Indian 
and tb~new force would inhe,.it with i!s Ue\V pers"nnel the traditions of a great 
service. (Cheers). r~ was in enied to name the new force as the Royal Indian 
Navy. l's functions durin_z peace time woulrt b6 the traJning of personnel for 
war and the maintenance of services required at all times by the Government 
of India. S!.!Ch as S1nvev ani transo"'~rt wo~k. Eventua'Iy the force mi~ht under
take the pa•rolline of the Persian Gulf which would involve a very smaU addition 
to the Cot-ce. hut ~uM relit.ve the Rf)ya1 Navy of a very arduous and difficult 
service for Eurnpeans. 0hvinus1y mnst or the provision~ of the Bill took the Corm 
oflegislation by reference. He admitted the general disadvantage of that course, 
but it was quite iml"'nssihle to avoid it in the case of the Government of India 
Bill. India was the only l)art in the Empire which had a written constitution of 
that kintl and it was imrmssi'1.le tn create such a force or even take any important 
step with ref{atd to In:iian le~islation wi·h-,ut an amen:tment of the Government 
of India Act. But amendments, mainly full substitution amendments1 were 

·· therefore far less cumbeTStJme than amendments of mere words and phrases. 
Ead Winterton said the bill did n?t alter the existin~ Jaw that Indians 

'Shd-uld be elidhle for Commissions in the R,yal Indian Marine. It had been 
found in practice rhat the c1ass of educated Indians willing and capable ofser
vinR as o_fficers of ships was alm.,st n,.,n-e~istent, but full opportunity would be 
given to any young Intlian wh'> was prepared to be trained as a Naval Officer. 
The n~w service would have sman numbers and therefore the number of vacancies 
for new office.s. British or Indians. would be very limited, but Indian candidates 
would be eligible for vacancies when they passed the necessary examinations 
and had the requisite training. As regards the objection that this was an 
addition to that naval force of the Empire, he emphasised that the Bill onty 
provided for the service to carry out duties which must always be carried out 
even if the ideal of univeral disarmament of combatant ships materialised. It was 
not intended that this navy would need any modern combatant ships. 

As re~ards the objection that the Indian Assembly bad not been properly 
consulted, he said theTe was n-vbing in th'! constitutions to the effect that Parlia
mentary leeisJarion affectin~ India required. the previous approval of the Assembly, 
nor was there any precedent for it. He pointed out that the Lahourites' Com
monwealth of India Bin prop,..s!ne- most fun..:ramental changes in the Government 
of In<iia Act was never discusser=! in the Assembly. Earl Winterton emphasised 
that the bill could n<"~t Cf'lme in'"O effe-ctive o.,eration in India without consequen
tial le£is1ation hy th'! Ass~m~lv anti. presumably when the Assembly discussed 
the bil1 there would he run opn'"~rtunity to discnss the wh,le ques'iOD of the Indian 
Navx. M '"lre.,ver. th~ n~\v In--Han Navy Wf)tlld be exactly in the same po~ition and 
relahon to the Assembly as the lnjian ATmy. He commenied the b1ll to the 
House, because to the best of Lord Birkenhead's helicf, it was desired by the 
j?COj1!e of !J;di'l• 
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M< AMMON MOVED FOR. THE REJECTION OF THE BILL. He contended that 

the Indian Marine C'luld have done everythin~ intended !n the bill. and ~e c<!uld 
not accept EaT! Winterton's statement as wholly covermg the ultimate tntentton. 
He declared it was absurd to ta1k of this being an Indian Navy. It was simply 
an endeavour to supplement the British Navy and impose the- cost on the Indian 
people. 

Commander Kenworthy urged that suitable youn~ Indians should be picked 
who afttt some vears of training would be well a?Ie to. take their place on board 
sbip. (Earl Winterton : Hear, Hear) The btg thing to do would have t:een to 
provide that in a wave emerj!'ency these fo.-ces could be placed at the dtsposal 
of the Admiralty with the consent of the legislature.. 

Mr~ Pilcher (Conservative) emphasised that the British ta'l.;:payer would bear 
a larfle capital expenditure on two additional sloops on Indian waters and dec~ar:e<~ 
that the bill gave 'the Assembly complete control over the personnel and dJSCtp. 
line until emerqency arose. 

Colonel Weclgwood sugv~ed that ~reat steamship lines might be persu
aded to take Indian cade's. Inrtians should be encouraged to become officers 
in the Air Force, Navy and ArtiUery. . 

Mr. Headlam emphasised that as far as the Admiralty was concerned every 
effort would be made to train Indians who were suitable for officers. The... Admi
ralty intended to treat the Indian would-be officer similarly to the English. 

Com. Kenworthy suggested' that Indian cadets should be allowed to go to 
Dartmouth. 

Mr.. Headlam replied that Indian parents could not be expected to send 
young boys to En~tland to be trained, but they c~uld be e•pected to let them 
come to Ent:land when they were older to be trained as officers. That was the 
intention as far as the naval authorities in England were concerned~ 

A Labnur Motion Defeated. 
After tbe bill had been read a second time the Labourites moved that the 

biD be committed to a committee of the whi'Jie House. This motion was defeated 
by 244 votes to 120. This Labour motion was appaT'entJy intended to enable 
further discussinn by the w~le House instead of by a limited number of members 
in the Stand in~ Committee. _ 

The Labour motion fur rejection of the Bill was defeated by 245 votes to 117, 

Report of the Stan:ling Committee. 
On the 22ND MARCH the S•andin~r Committee of the House of Commons 

ordered the Indian Navy Bill to be repOTted to the House for the third readinK. 
Com. Kenworthy submitted two amendments requirin~ the consent of both 

the Houses of the Indian legislatur-e similarly to British Parliaments as regards 
the revenues of India and also placing at the disposal of the Admiralty Indian 
Forces or vessels. 

Earl Wint~rton resisted both the amendments which were finally negatived 
by 12 vottos to 9 and 13 votes tc 8 nspectively. 

Earl Winterton moved a new clause that " any law of the Indian legislatUre 
under provisions of sub-sections 111 and IV and Section I of the Government of 
India Act may provide for the repeal of any Jaw of the Indian letrislature in 
force at the commencement of this Act r~ulating Royal Indian Marines but 
until such repeal the Covernment of India ACt shaH in relation to the Indian 
Marine-. have effect as if substitutions effected by the above-mentioned sub
secti_ons had not been made _and a:; if men or ships belonging to the Indian 
~al"!ne were na~al forces or s~~ps ratsed by the Governor-General in Council 
Wlthm the m:anm~ of the pyov1swns of sub-sections I and II of Section X!' 

Earl .. \Vtnterton e'ICplatnetf that the clause made a transitory provision for 
the contmuance .of the. e'(is•in~ disciplinary measures. When the Bill was 
ena-cted• the ~nr1.1a~ le··Jslature would be emJ)')wered to legislate and similarly to 
regulat~the dtsctphne and control of the new force. 

The clause was passed without discussiQtJ. 



THIRD READING PASSED 

Third Reading Paaaed. 
On the sTH APRIL 1927 the House of Commons, during the report stage 

of the Indian Navy Bill, rejected by 254 votes to tx3, Mr. Pethick Lawrence's 
amendment to delete Clause I of Sub-section I. Mr .. LAWRENCE said 
that the Labour Party had substantially agreed to the main object of the Bill, 
namely the creation of an Indian Navy for the protection of the shores or 
India, but it proposed to get rid altogether of the provisions enabling the 
Indian Navy to be used for other purposes such as the despatch to anywhere 
abroad of a part of the Indian Navy. 

Earl WINTERTON said that what was proposed under the Bill was exactly 
the same as had already been in operation as regards tbe Indian Army and 
it would be most inconvenient from the administrative viewpoint, if the Navy was 
put on a different basis. Earl Winterton placed a great deal of reliance on Indian 
P:Ublic o:pinion. He had paid a lot of attention to the opinions e!<pressed, but 
the opinton advocated in the amendment had not been expressed by any respon
sible person. The amendment would preclude the use of the Indian Navy for 
lmpenal purposes. No such restrictive covenant applied to the Dominion navies. 
Indian opinion would saytbat the new force was placed in a humiliating position 
co~h:~ed with the Dommion navies, if it was only used in Indian waters. He 
em ised that in the Great War, India had as much defended the North Sea 
as the Indian Ocean. 

Earl Winterton objected to a fundamental alteration in the Bill, firStly, on 
account of the great administrative inconvenience; secondly1 it was unreason .. 
able to create an anomaly1 which would be created if the Indian Army was 
subject to one set of legislative enactments and the Indian Navy to another; and. 
thirdly, no such limits need be placed to the patriotism of the people who 
were likely to join the Indian.Navy. It was most unlikely that the Indian 
Navy would be widely used outside Indian waters in war, but possibly in 
a big naval war these ships might be used for other purposes.. He challenged 
Mr. Lawrence to find any Indian amongst the types accustomed to defend 
their country in the past, who would not say it was a reflection on their 
patriotism to suggest that they were willing to fight in Indian waters and. 
not elsewhere. 

Mr. Kenworthy's Amendment. 
After declarinJ th::1t he would have liked to ameni the Government of India 

Act so that Indian troops might not he used outside India, without the consent 
of the Indian Legislature, Commander KENWORTHY m<>ved an amenjment to 
Clause r Sub-Section z providing for the omission of the words u without the 
consent of both Houses of Parliament"· He said that the safeguard inserted in 
the Bill with regard to the consent of Parliament when the Indian Navy would. be 
used by the Admiralty took over the force fo-r services elsewhere tllan India 
that we sh<>uld pay. 

Earl WINTERTON, replying said that he did not think that these words in 
the clause would offend the susceptibilities of Indians, because it was exactly the 
same FQvision as applied to the Army, which could not be used outside India 
and paid for out of Indian revenues without the consent of both Houses. This 
procedure had been adopted in the ~ase of the Army for years past and had 
been found to be satisfactory. It was extremely unlikely that Parhament would 
ever be asked to vote the revenues of Iniia for this purp::>ses and the power was 
only conferred as it was considered th~ most convement and m:>st proper meth'ld 
of procedure, sh~utd an emergency arise. Indeed it w.as most unlikely that the 

• Sub-Section would be put into operation at all. 
Earl Winterton said that the effect of the amen.:lment, if carried, wouli be 

that India under no circumstances would be asked to provide Cor mon:y to 
defray the expenses of any vessel used outside the Iniian territorial waters. He 
did not believe that the House was anxious to impose that SJrt of restrictive 

· covenant upon the Indian people. He refused to believe that Indian patriotism 
was of such restrictive character. This amendment was tantamount to saying 
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that at no time, hGwever much it might be desired by Indian .public opinion and 
despite what bad been saUl by some members he believed it would be desired. 
Under no circumstances wo1,1ld they give mo_ney, if they wanted to, fo1 g011eral 
naw,l defence. -

Col. WEDGWQOD raised the question of the payment of Indian Troops in 
the -Great War. 

Earl Winterton replied that they were paid for by the ·Imperial Government 
and India gave a large sum towards the- expenses of the war. He thought the 
effect of the amendment would be to prevent India from doing the Sl!me in case 
ofhernavy. . · 

Tbe amendment was rejected by~ vOles to t:z6. 
Mr. Kenworthy's Amendment. 

Com. KENWORTHY moved another amendment requiring the consent of 
hGth Houses of Indian Legislature to .the payment of expense of vessels not em
ployed outside Indian naval defence. He declared that he moved the amend
ment not to wreck the Bill but because he wanted to see this Q.avy becom~ a 
symbol of freedQID. · 

Earl Wmterton said that most people would largly agree to considerations 
mentioned by Com. Kenworthy but ihe adoption of the amendment would not be 
regarded in India as a gesture of goodwill and equally, if it was not adbpted 
there was nothing· in the sub-clause to offend Indian susceptibilities.. He was ~ 
villced that tbe very important question of principle which Com. Kenworthy had 
raised was not affected by 1he .clause. Moreover. i~ was never pretended that 
in the P!esent transition stage cf Indian Constitution India,. through the Assemb.. 
lv, had full control over her r.evenues. It bad been asked that there should be a 
Commission of enquiry· into the relation between the House of Commons and 
India and until the Commission was appoint~ and the whole question inv.estiga
ted any Government bringing a bill like this would apply to the Indian navy the 
:same provisions and form of procedure as applied to the army.. The point was not 
a ~h one and be hGped the House would come to an early decision. 

The a;t~Olldment was rejected by 272 votes to t:z6. · 
Speaking on the motion for the third reading of tbe Bill, Mr. HEAD LAM ex

plained that the whole point of the Bill was to carry out the acknowledged policy 
of the British Government by degrees to give Indian people mOre and more 
interest in their own defence.. At present India's naval defence laY. with the 
Admiralty and the Bill aimed at gradually transferring the responsibility fur 
looking after India's naval defence. This and the gradual granting of Self
Government could not be done in \he twinkling of an eye.. This Bill was one 
furth:~ stage in tbe policy of bringing India to the o;ame position as the other 
Dom.m1ons of the Crown. 

The BiH was then read the third time and passed by 256 votes to IZ%. 

Th~ N"v:v !3ill ip the Lqqh. 
On the z8TH APRIL 1927 the House of Lords passed the second reading 

of the Indian Navy BilL In moving it Lord BIRKENHEAD said that the Bill 
aimed at the development of Indian Navy from the existing nucleus of Royal 
Indian Marine into an instr_ument which, though primarily designed for India.J;l 
local naval defence a)one, would also be fitted to form one of the ~.roups 
of overseas navies, co-ordinated by conu;non tradition and common policy of 
Imperial naval . interest. Simultan;o'!"lY the ~ill woul~ ~ring the Indian 
naval defence mto proper place wtthin the lnd1an Constitution. India would 
thus have ~ opp~rtUJ!tty of taking ~er place among the ~ve~s members • 
of .the Emp1re matntamrng local J;taV1es capable of 9>-QperatiDg 1n a combined 
pohcy of naval defence. The ~eneral pol1cy of development now contem
plated bad more than once rece1ved the assent of the Imperial Conference 
but naval defence was at present outside the ~bit or the Government of India 
Act and '!>• _ <i?vemment . of India bad no . voice in it. · There was no option 
such as ex1sted 10 tbe lndllUl Army for lll<h;.J;s l4~~~ve~ t9 l>e !railled "ll 
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combat:mt naval ~fficers in the !ndiart naval force. The Bill would rectify these 
anomalies. The BtU, therefore, dtd not alter the framework of the Indian Cons.. 
titution, but there was room within the framework for the introduction of a 
sphere of administration, snch as naval defence, and th~ Bill purported to etfeet 
its introduction without disturbing the main structure. Lord Birkenhead paid 
a tribute to the fine record and unsparing services of the Royal Indian Marine 
in the long and critical period of its history and said, h If it is now to pass, 
I ho~ its members will find more pleasure than regret in the occasioR of its 
passtng and foliow with pride the career of the Indian Navy, which the indian 
Marine alone has made it possible to create." 

L?rd HALDANE: s_upporting the. Bill on behalf of the Labour party said that 
the Blll would be cntlc!sed, because tt empowered the Government of India to 
create an Indian Navy in addition to the Indian Army1 thus enabling further 
expenditure of Indian revenues to be incurred on defence. 

Lord Haldane however pointed out that India, for military purposes, was 
a~ Island an~ couid not be succoured from the North, while the British navy 
mt~ht sometu~es be. unable to be there to ~rotect th~ country from the sea, in 
which connect10n he Jnstanced the case of " Emden n m warttme, when India 
was without a navy of her own. He a1s~ suggested that a portion of ibe 
military forces of the crown, which were kept in .Britain, might be located in 
india, and thus save Britain's sending out battalions to India and save India 
somewhat from the duty of maintaining as large an Indian army as she at present 
deemed desirable. 

The Bill was then read and committed to a Committee o~ the Whole House~ 

Text of the Indian Navy Bill. 
The follwoing is the text of the provisions of the Indian Navy Bill, presented 

to the House of Commons on the 25th February 1927, to amend the Government 
of Indian Act with a view to facilitating the provision of an Indian Navy and 
to make consequential amendmen!s in the Naval Discipline Act: 

Be it enacted by the King's Most E,:cellent MaJeSty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Comroons, in this present 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the sam~ as follows:-

l.. \Vith a view to facilitating the provision of an Indian navy, the following 
amendments shall be made in the Government of lndia Act:-

(t) At the end of section twenty-two the following new sub-section shall be 
inserted :-1

'" (2) Where any naval forces and vessels raised and provided by the 
Governor-General in Council are in accordance wi!h the prov1sions of this Act 
placed at the disposal of the Admiralty, the revenues of 1ndia shaH not, without 
the consent of both Houses of Parliament, be applicable to defraying the expenses 
of any such vessels or forces if and so long as they are not employed on lndian 
naval defenc~" 

(2} After section forty-four, the following section shan be inserted :-'' 44-A~ 
Any naval forces and vessels which may from time to time be raised and pro
VIded by the Gmremor-General in Council shaU be employed for the purposes 
of the Government of India·alonc; except that if the Governor-General declares 
that a state of emergency exists which justifies such action, the Governor-General 
in Council may place at the disposal of the Admiralty all or any of such forces 
and vessels, and thereupon it shall be lawful for the Admiralty to accept such 
offer .. " 

(3) For paragraph (e) of sub-section (II of section sixty-fivet the following 
paragraph shall be substituted:-" (e) For all persons employed or serving in 
or belonging to any naval forces raised by the Govetnor-General in Council, 
wherc..,·er they are serving, in so far as they are not ~ubject to the Naval Discip
line Act : and" 

(4) For section sixty-six, the following sub-section shall be substituted :-u 66* 
Subject to the provisions of this Act, provision may be made by the lndian 
Legislature for the application to the naval forces raised by the Governor-General 
in Council of the Naval Discipline Act, and that Act, if so .applied, shall have 
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effect as ~f references therein. to Hi.s :Majesty's ~avy and His Majesty's shi~s 
included the forces and shtps ratsed and provided by the Governor-General m 
Council, subject, howevcr-(a} in the application of the s~id Act t? the forces 
and ships raised and prov1ded by the Governor-General m Counctl, and the 
trial by court-martial of officers and men belonging to those forces, to such 
modifications and adaptations {if any) as may be made by the Indian Legislature 
to adapt the Act to the circumstances of India, including such adaptations as 
may be so made for the purpose of authorising or requiring anythmg, which 
under the said Act is to be done by or to the Admiralty or the Secretary of the 
Admiralty to be done by or to the Governor-General in Council or by or to 
such P.erson as may be vested with the authority by the Governor-General in 
Connell; and (b) in the application of the said Act to the forces and ships of 
His Majesty's Navy not raised and provided by the Governor-General in Council, 
to such modifications and adaptations as may be made by His Majes~y in Council 
for the purpose of regula~ing the relations of the last-mentioned forces and ships 
raised and provided by the Governor-General in Council: Provided thatt where 
any forces and ships so raised and provided by the Governor-General in 
Council ha .. ·e been placed at the disposal of the Admiralty, the said Act- shall 
apply without any such modifications or adaptations as aforesaid4 

2. In sub--section (1) of section ninety-B of the Naval Discipline Act, after 
the words" self-governing dcminion, wherever they occur, there shall be inserted 
the words u or of India4" 

3· (1) This Act may be cited as the Government of India {Indian Navy) 
Act 1927. 

(2) Sub-section {2) of sectir:n forty-five of the Government of India Act, 1919 
(which relates to tite effect of amendrr:ents and the printing of the Government 
of India Act}, shall have effect as: if herein re-enacted and in terms made appli
cable to the amendments of the Government of India Act effected by this Act. 

The Royal Assent to the Indian Navy Bill was given on the 29th June 1927. 
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Indians • In Africa 
The Round Table Conference. 

It wns an~ounccd in ~pril 1926 that the Govormnent of India and 
the Government oi the Union of South Africa bavo ngreod to hold a 
RouP.d Table Conferenco to explore nil possible methods of settling the 
Indian qucst,ion in the Union in a. manner which would safegu~rd the 
maintenauce of \V estern st:1ndards of life: in South Afric3 by jnst and 
legitimato means. 'Tho Conference assembled at Capo Town on tbe 17th . 
December 1926 and its scseion finished on tho 12th January 1927. There was 
in these mcotbg-s a full and frank exchange of views whioh reeulted in a 
truer appreciation of mutu·tl difficulties and a uuitct1 understanding to 
eo~opern.to in the solution of a common problem in a spirit of frtendlin~s. and 
geod1vill. . 

In both tho Houses of tho J,egislsturo, tho Govt. comrnuni<!Ue embodying 
the main points of a_grerment arrived at between the Union Government and 
the Government of J, dia we•·• rend on the 21st Februnry 19:!7 and the 
annexure giving in gre'ater detail the terms of agreement were ]aid on the 
table. Mr. Bhore, in a short speech, made brief commonts to help tho members 
of the Assembly to follow the agreement more easily. The following are 
the terms of the agreement:-

Terms of Agreement, 
(1) Both Governments reaffirm their recognition of the right of South Africa to 

use all just and legitimate means for the maintenance of Western standards of life~ 
(z} The Union Government recognises that Indians domiciled in the Union 

who are prepared to conform to Western standards of life should be enabled to 
do so. 

(3) For those Indians in the Union who may desire to avail themselves of 
it the Union Government will organise a scheme of assisted emigration to lndia 
or other countries where Western standards are not required. The UniOn 
domicile will Le lost after three yearS continuous absence from the Union. In 
agreement with the proposed revision of the Jaw relating to domicile which will 
be of general applicationt emigran~s under the assisted emigration scheme who 
desire to return to the Union within three years will only be allowed to do so on 
a refund to the Union Government of the cost of assistance received by them.. 

(4) The Government of India recognise their obligation to look after such 
emigrants on their arri\'al in Indiaa 

(S) Admissivn into the Union of wives and minor children of Indians per
manent1y domiciled in the Union wiU be regulated by paragraph 3 of resolution 
XAI of the Imperial Conference of 1918. 

(6) In the expectation that the difficulties with which the Union has been 
confronted will be materially Jessened by the agreement now happily reached 
bet"'·een the two Governments and in order that the agreement may come into 
operation under the mcst favourable auspices and have a fair trial, the Govern· 
ment of the Union of South Africa ·have decided not to proceed funher with 
the Areas Reservation and Immigration and Registration (further provision} BilL 

(7) The two Governments have agreed to watch the workiDg of the agree
ment now reached and to exchange views from time to time as to any c;hancq 
!hat e><perience may suggest. 
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(8) The Government of the Union of South Africa have re'luested the Govern. 

ment of India to appoint an Agent in order to secure contmuous and effective 
co-operation between the two Govenments. 

Details of the Agreement. 
The following is tile annexure containing 11 summary of the conclusions 

reached by the Round Table Conference on the Indian que•tion in South 
Africa:-

1.-The Scheme of Assisted Emigration~ 
(t) Any Indian of 16 ~~rs or over may av~il ~imself o~ the sch:rne. ~n the 

case of a family, the declSJon of the father wtll bmd the wtfe and mmor chtldren 
under 16 yearS. 

(2) Each person of 16 year~ of age or ovet~ will receive a ~onus of £20. No 
maximum shall be fixed for a famtly. A decrepit adult, who 1s unable to eatn 
his living by reason of ,Physical disability may, at the discretion of the Un~on 
authorities, receive a pens1on in lieu of or in addition to the bonus. The pens1on 
will be paid through sc,.me convenient official agency in India out of a fund 
provided by the -Union Government to such amount as they may determine. It is 
expected that the amount required will not exceed £soo per annum in all. ln 
every case the bonus will be payable in India on arrival at the destination or 
afterwards through some banking institution of repute. 

(3) Free passage including railway fares to the port of embarkation in South 
Africa and from the port of landing in lndia to the destination inland wiU also 
be provided. 

(4) Emigrants will travel to India'' via" Bombay as well as" via" Madras. 
Emigrants landing at Bombay will be sent direct from the ship to their destina
tion at the expense of the Union Government. The survey and certification of 
ships shall be strictly supervised and conditions on y·oyage especially in respect 
of sanitary arrangements, feeding and medical attendance improved. 

(S) Before a batch of emigrants leaves the Union, information will be sent 
to some designed authority in India at least month in ad\·ance giving (a) a Jist 
of intending emigrants and their families; (b) their occupation in South Africa 
and occupation or employment which they ¥~ould require in India and {c) the 
amount of cash and other resources which each possesses on arrival in India. 
Emigrants will be (i) advised and so far as possible protected against squander
ing their cash or lcsing it to adventurers and (ii) helped as far as possible to 
settle in cccupaticns for which they are best suited by their aptitude or their 
resources. Any emigrant wishing to participate in emigration schemes authorised 
by the Government of India will be giVen the same facilities in India as Indian 
NatiooaJs. 

(6) An atsisted emigrant wishfng to return to the Union will be allowed to 
do so within three years trom the date of departure from South Africa. As a 
condition prttedent to re-entry, an emigrant shall refund in full to some 
recognised authority in India the bonus and cost of I>assage including railway 
fares received on his own behalf and if he has a fam1ty on ~half of h1s family, 
a pro-rata reduction will, however, be made {1) in respect of a member of the 
family who dies in the interim, a daughter who- marries in India and does not 
return and {ii) in other cases of unforeseen hardship at the discretion of the 
Minister. 

(7) After d1e expiry of three years, the Union domicile will be lest in agtee~ 
me.nt with the proposed revision of the law relating to domicile which wiU be of 
general applicat~<in. The. period of. three years will run from the date of depar
ture from a port m the Unton and exptre on the last day of the third year, bUt 
to prevent abuse of the bonus and free passage by persons who wish to pay 
temporary visits to India or elsewhere, no person availing himsetf of the benefits 
of the scheme will be ali<rn"ed to come back to the Union within less than one 
)'eaf from the date of his departure, For purposes of re-entry within the time 
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liml t orthree years, the unity of the family group shall be recognised, though in 
cases of unfOreseen hardship the Minister o£ the Interior may allow one: or more 
members of the fumily to s!ay behind. A son who goes with a family as a 
minor, attains major1ty outside the Union, maries there and has issue, will be 
allowed to return to South Africa but only if he comes with the rest of his fathers 
family. In such cases he will be allowed to bring his wife and child or children 
with him. But a daughter who marries .outside the Union will acquire t1te 
domicile of her husband and will not be admitt~d into the Union unless her 
husband is himself domiciled in the Union.. · 

!I.-Entry of Wives and Minor Cbiidren. 
To give effect to paragraph 3 of the Reciprocity Resolution of the Imperial 

Conference of 1918 which intended that an Indian sh:lufd be enabled to bve a 
happy family l1fe in the country in which he is domiciled, entry of wives and 
children shall be governed by tbe following principles:-

(a) The Government of India should certi?. that each individual Cor whom 
a right of entry is claimed is the lawful wife or child as tbe case may be or tbe 
person who makes the claim. 

(b) Minor ~hiJdren should not be permitted to enter the Union unless ac:com. 
panied by the mother, if alive, provided that (i) the mother is not already 
resident in the Union and (ii) the Minist&r may in special cases permit entry Of 
such children unacc.Jmpanie..i by their mother. 

(c) In the event of divorce no other wife should he permitted to enter the 
UJ;lion .unless proof of such divon;::e to the satisfactbn of the Minister has been 
submitted. 

(d) Delinition of a wife and ~ as given in the Indian Relief Act (No. 
22 of 1914) shall remain in force. 

Ill. Upliftment of the Indian community. 
~1) The Union Government firmly believe in and adhere to the principle that 

it is the duty of every civilized Government to devise ways and means and to 
take all possible steps for the uplifting of every section of their permanent popu
lation to the full extent of their capacity and op~rtunities and accept the view 
that in the provision of educational and other facilities a considerable number 
of Indians who remain part of the permanent population sh.3uld n~t be allowed 
to lag behind other sections of the people. 

{2) It is difficult for the Union Government to take action which is consider
ably in advance of public opinion or to ignore the difficulties arising out of the 
constitutional system of the union under which functions of the Government are 
distributed between the central executive and provincial and minor Jocal 
authorities ; but the Union Government are willing (a) in view of the admittedly 
grave situation in respect of Indian education in Natal to advise provincial 
administration to appoint a provincial commission of inquiry and to obtain the 
assistance of an educational expert from the Government of India for lhe purpose 
of such inquiry; (b) to consider sympathetically the question of improving 
facilities for hi~her education by providing suitable hostel accommodariOJl at 
the Sauth AfrJcan Native CoJlege at Fort Hare and otherwise improving the 
attractiveness of the institution for Indians; (c) to take special s~eps under the 
Public Health Act for an investigation into the sanitary and housing conditions 
in and around Durban which will include the question of (I) appointment of 
Advisory Committees of representative Indians ilud (ii) Jimitatwn of the sale o( 
municipal land subject to restrictive condi:ions. 

(3) The principle underlying the industrial Conciliation Act (No. 11 of 1924) 
and the Wages Act (No. 27 of 1925) which enables all employees mciuding lndtans 
to take their places on the basis oi equal pay for equal work will be adhered EO. 

(4) \Vhen the time of the revision of existing trade licensing Jaws anives 
the Union Government will give all due consideration to the suggestions made 
by the Government of India Delegation that discretionary powers of local author. 
iues might reasonably be limited in the following ways :-

(I) The grounds on wbicf! a licence ma)' be refused ~ould be J4id down by 
~tatute,. 
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' · (2) The reasons for which a licence is re~used should be recordc;d. . 

(~) There should be a right of appeal m cases of first appllcat!ons "!'d 
transfers as weU as in cases of renewals to the courts or to some other tmpartial 
tribunal. · _ 

(4) The appointment of an Agent of the Government of the U~10n of South 
Africa to make representations to the Government of India to appmnt an Agent 
in the Union or in ordet to secure continuous and effective co-operation between 
the two Governments. The Government of India will be wining to consider such 
a request. 

Mr. Bhore'a Speech. 
Mr. BHORE, in commenting on the agreement. said :-Tho first point in the 

declaration by the Union Government that they firmly believe in and adhere to 
the principle that it is the duty of every civilised Government to devise ways and 
means and to take all possible steps for the uplifting of every section of their 
permanent population to the full extent of their capacity and opp')rtunities and 
accept the view that in the provision of educational and other facilities consider
able number of Indians who remain part of the permanent population should not 
be allowed to lag behind other sections of the people. This should dispel any 
apprehension that the maintenance of Western stan'rlards of life does D?t include 
upliftment of the Indian community to those standards. 

As an earnest of their goodwill the Union Government propose: (1) To 
advise the Government of Natal to appoint a commission on Indian education; 
(2) to frive attention to the provision of suitable hostsl aceommodntioo for Indians 
at the College at Fort Hare and to considet' sympathetically other proposals to 
increase the altemativeness of that institution for them and ; (3) to investigate
the position in res •ect of sanitation and housing in Peri Durban area. where the 
problem is understood to be acute and possibly elsewhere, and to consider in 
consultation with local authorities the most appropriate means oi dealing with 
the situation including (i) formation of Advisory Committees of representative 
Indians and (ii} limitation of available municipal land sold with restrtction under 
Durban Land Alienation Ordinance No. 14 of 1922, and Natal Boroughs and 
Township land Ordinance No. 5 of 1923· These ordinances enable Municipal
ities in Natal to transfer with the consent of the administrator land belonging 
to them under res!rictive conditions of a racial character as to occupation or 
ownership. It is hoped that as a result of this investigation the pnnciple of 
consultation Ce-:.ween the Indian community and local bodies in matters of 
Municipal administration affecting the former may be established and more 
Municipal land of a suitable nature be made available for Indians for housing pur
pose. Indus:triallaws like the Industrial Conciliation Act of 1924. and Wages 
Ac.t: of 192.St will be administered so as to enable Indian employees in IIidustry 
to take tbe1r place on the principle of eqaal pay for equal work. 

The new emigation scheme. 
The second point is the new scheme of assisted emigration which tee Union 

Government l;lropose to organise for those Indians who may desire to avail 
themselves of It. The hon'ble members-are doubtless aware that secti-on 6 of the 
Union Act No. 22 of 1924 known as the Indians Relief Act provides for the grant 
of a free passag«: from any port in the Union to any port in Indian to any Indian . 
who makes a wntten request for such ~ssage and signs as a condition of the 
grant of such re9uest a statement that he abandons on behalf of himself and JUs 
wife ~nd. aU mmor children (if any) aU rights possessed by him or them to enter 
or t:es1de 1~ .any par~ of the .U!lion, togethe~ with all rights incidental to his or 
the1r domtctle th.er~n.. Thts 1s an essential feature of the existing scheme of 
voluntary repatr1ahon. Under the new scheme the Union domicile will not be 
lest except by ~~ree years con.tinuo~s absence from the !JDion in conformity .with 
a proposed rev1saon of law whtch wtll be of general aJ?pllcation, and an aSSISted 
emigrant wishing to return to the union within a per1od of three years, will be 
aJl?wed to do so .on repayment of the be nus and the cost of passage including 
ratlway fare which he may have received on his own behalf, and if he ball a 
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family on bebalfofhis family. Any objection that there might be to the e<i.,ing 
scheme of voluntary repatriation on the ground that it requires of Indians wishing 
to avail themselves of it an irrevocable surreDder of their union domicile is thus 
removed. 

Another feature of the new arrangement is that eaeh rers'"ln of t6 years or 
over win be free to cbo:>se for himself whether he will or wit not avail himself of 
the scheme of assisted emigration. At present for the purposes of voluntary 
repatriation from South Africa 21 years is treated as the age of majority, and the 
union domicile of a person Under that age has to be signed a\vay by the fu.tberl 
if the latter wishes to avail himself of the free passage to lnjia. It will be 
observed that the agreement provides for scheme of assisted emigration to be 
organised n To lndia and other countdes.n The phrase is inten:ied to cover 
emigration to Indians who may return to India from S:mth Africa to Federated 
Malay State and Ceylon under scheme of emigration from India to those countries 
which are now operative. 

Wives and Minor Children of lndian Residents. 
The third point is that in regard to entry into the Union of wives and minor 

children of Indians resident in tbe Union, the principle underlying the reciprocity 
resolution of 1918 will be maintained and that prohibition of entry of this dass 
of persons after the ISt August 193) which was contemplated m the Areas 
Reservation an1 Immigration and Reg:tstration (further provisions) hilt is no longer 
envisaged. 

Indian Representative in South Africa. 
The fourth point is that in order to ensure effective and continuous co-opera .. 

tion between the two Governments, the Government of the Union of South Africa 
have requested the Government of India to appoint their agent in the Union. 
Direct relations between the two Governments will be permanently established if 
the GoveTnment of India accept the proposal, which is now Teceiving their earnest 
consideration. 

Lastly, to inaugurate under the most favourable auspices the: agreement 
which has now happyly been reached between the Government of India and the 
Government of the Union, the latter have decided not to proceed further with 
the Areas Reservation and Immigration and Re~istration (further provisions) bill. 

The Hon'ble Members will appreciate w1th what relief this decision will be 
received by the Indian community in South Africa. It is unnecessary to attempt 
an elaborate appreciation of the results of the Conference of which a brief 
summary has been given4 The Hon,ble Members muH judge for themselves. 
In doing so, it is hoped they would bear fully in mind the pooirion as it was a 
year ago. The Government of India are of opinion that the agreement reached 
1S eminently satisfactory and they have decided to ratify it. They are confident 
that the considered judgment of the Indian Legislature win be in favour of the 
action they have taken. The terms of the agreement reflect the utmost credit 
in our Delegation which negotiated it. The Government and the penple of India 
owe a great debt of gratitude to the Delegation for the sagacity, skill, and ex~ 
pedition with which they accomplished a difficult and delicate mission. Nor 
must we forget the services of the Paddison Deputation whose admirable preli-. 
minary work made a Round Table Conference possible: but it wiU be readily 
admiHed that these satisfactory results CQuld not have been secured unless the 
Government of South Africa had entered the Conference in a spirit of friendliness 
and goodwil1. In the reception which they gave to our delegates to the Confer .. 
ence and in the courageous and sympathetic statesmanship which their represen.. 
tatives brought to bear on the solution of the Indian problem in Sautb Africa. 
we have received unmistakable proof of the earnest desire of the Government 
and people of the Union. The agreement which has to-day been announced to the 
house is a convincing proof of their goodwilJ. Let us treat it as such and 
endeavour to make it the basis of a lasting friendship between India and South 
Africa. , It is not suggested that all outstanding questions between the two 
countries have been s:>lved; but the Government of lnctia are confident that i( 
the spirit that prevailed at the recent Conference at Cape Town endures, the 
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ultimate solution of the Indian problem in South Africa in a manner tbat wiU be 
satisfactory and honourable to both countries is assured. . 

Dr. Malan's Speech. 
On the same day, the 21st February, Dr. MALAN also made a statement 

iu the Union Assembly on the South African Agreement. He emphasised that the 
agreement had been reached in the entire absence of spirit of bargaining and 
it had been a whole-hearted settlement. The results were not a diplomatic 
victory for either side, but there had been reached an honourable and friendly 
understanding. Naturally, South Alrica had made reservations' as to the just ad
miaistration in the Union and Indians on their side had their own ide~ Both, 
however, had agreed to what, if not the ideal solution1 was a practical and peace
able one and they had decided to give it a fair and reasonable trial. The Minister 
urged that the most important feature of all was that no stigma of racial infe
riority was implied. South Africa could take all just· and legitimate measures 
as to her western standard of civilisation and Indians conforming to those 
standards were enabled to do so. Indeed, the agreement indicated a lasting 
friendship and good-will between the great nations concerned. 

Doctor Malan paid a tribute to the Members ol Parliament, the Indian 
Press and the people of South Alrica iu creating an atmosphere which ensured 
the Conference being successful and this atmosphere had been so remarkable 
a feature of negotiations. The Minister concluded that now that the agreemen.t 
had been published the expression of view could be expected, but he knew 
that once again he could rely on the good sease not only ol Parliament but of 
the JIRSS and the people of tbe Union. 

He paid a sincere tribute to the leader and members of the Indian 
deputation whose sincerity and desire for satisfactory solution had been the 
essence of statesmanship._ Parliament and country hoped that ·success 
would crown their eft'"orts for a new era both from the view-point of this country 
and the coutry which they served. 
- General SMUTS then asked that in view of the importance of the questiun 
the; Government should give an opportunlly for discussion. The Prime Minister 
'willingly assented. 

Debate in the Union Assembly, 
The Assembly debate at Cape Town held from the ISth to 19th March was 

bitterly hostile to the Agreement, especially Natal. Mr. Patrick Duncan 
favourably supported it. But the ordinary members of all parties in the Assem
bly were hostile, though responsible leaders were sympathetiC. 
. Mr. COIJNS, Transvaal, opening the debate, stated that the whole white 
South Africa was ~rievously diSaJ?POinted. The Union had been hetr~, 
surrendering eyerything and gaintng nothing. The Agreement was entirely 
~-sided. No provision under it would effective1y encourage Indian repatria. 
·tlon. The agreed statement between the two Governments upon this issue was 
use~ extravagant, and foolish from the Union viewpoint. The promise of 
·trade licence denoted a tremendous concession. Indeed, it was a complete 
reversal of the current Transvaal policy. Mr. Tielman Roos had pledged the 
Na.tionalists Party to turn out the Indians. This Agreement kept them in the 
UntoJL · 

Mr. N!'=I, Natal, followed, saying that Indian delegates had cleverly jockeyed 
Dr. Malan mto a funk hole. u.we shall fight to the bitter end and win. We 
shan't run into the funk hole like the Minister of the Interior. -

Dr. MA~N said tba,t the clauses of the immigration scheme depended on 
the co-operation of t!>e I!'d•a ~emment. fie hoped that nothing would be said to 
mak~ that co-operation tmposstble. He pa1d a tribute to all sections of the com
muntty •for keeping the ":_hole question outside the party politics, but deprecated 
tl>e speeches ,of Mr. Collins aud Mr. Nel, He .declared emphatically that 
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hothing had been given away and asserted that if the present arrangements were 
u_nworkable or unsatisfactory the Union would have the right at any future 
.lime to pass legislation dealing with the Indian question. What he said verbatim 
IS as follows :-

" It will be obvious that the agreement which has been reached is more in 
the nature of an honourable and friendly understanding than of a rigid and 
binding treaty. By their decision not to proceed with the particular legislation 
which was contemplated last year, the Union Government ha:s. not in any respect 
or to any extent surrendered their freedom to deal legislatively with the Indian 
problem whenever and in whatever way they may deem necessary and jnst!' 

The New Asiatic Bill. 
The points in the Agreement was embodied in a Bi11 styled the Immigation 

and India Relief (further Provision) Bill. This was laid on the table of the 
Assembly by Dr. Malan on the 12th April and inmxluced on the gth May. On the 
latter day, Dr. MALAN, introducing the measure, stated that lhe Hin mainly 
implemented the Round Table Agreement with the Government of India. He 
detailed the provisions of the Bill and P9inted out that 6oo minor children were 
sriU entering the Union annually through the loophole left in the Indian Relief Bin, 
which allowed these children to enter unaccompanied by their mothers.. Under 
the reciprocity agreement of the Imperial Conference of 191~ however, it 
was agreed between Dominion Governments and India that the children should 
be accompanied by their mo1hers. This was embodied in the new bill. A 
further anomaly was that owing to the decision of the Supreme Court regis.. 
tration certificates, even if fraudulently obtained, couid not be cancelled. This 
would be abolished. 

Mr. DUNCAN criticising the Bill suggested that the registration certificates 
already issued should not be disturbed by any raking up of the past, but a 
general amnesty should he called conducing to a favourable reception of the 
new immigration clauses. 

Mr. ALEXANDER strongly supported the suggestion of amnesty saying that 
it would be a graceful act synchronising with the arnval of Mr. Sastri as Agent· 
General and leading to effective good.·will between the two Governmen1s and the 
people. 

The Minister of the Interior Dr. Malan, noted the suggestion. 

The Bill Pa .. ed. 
On the 23RD JUNE there was a remarkable change of tone in the resum~ 

debate on the lndian BiU. 'I'he second reading was passed practicaJly unopposed, 
everyone being worn out. 

Dr. :Malan cffered Transvaal amnesty in 1he matter of fraudulent entrants. 
letting byegones be byegones provided an assurance was gh·en that such fraud 
would be prevented hereafter .. 

Mr .. Marwick openly challenged Dr. Malan that, if the Indian Agreement 
was fully carried out, it would involve complete Indian citizenship. 

Dr. Malan refused to take up the challenge, thereby implying that it was 
unanswerable. Dr6 Malan paid the highesr tribute to Mr. Sastn caUing him the 
most honest, straightforward man he had ever met. 

On the 25TH JUNE the bill passed the final stages (third reading) without 
amendments. The Ministers promised amnesty regarding the past fraudulent 
entrZllliS into the Transvaal, provided the community guaranteed to do their 
best to stop illicit entry in future. 

The Text of the Asiatic Bill. 
The followin~ is the text of the Bill u to amend the law relating to immi. 

gratiOD and Asiatics n as drafted in accordan-ce with the terms agreed 
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upon by the Rourid Table Conference between the Union and Indian Govern-
ments:- . 

.Be it enacted by the King's Mcst E~:cellent Majesty, the Senate and the 
House of Assembly of the Union of South Africa, as follows:-

CHAPTER I. 
1. Section two of the Immigrants Regulation Act, 1913 (hereinafter in this 

chapter called the principal Act), is hereby amended ?Y th~ deletion :. . 
(a) from sub.section {7) of the words "suffic1ent tn the op1n1on of the 

Minister 11 and the substituticn therefor of the following words: '"fixed by the 
immigratic.n cfficer, not exceeding one hundred pounds", and 

(b) from sub-section (n) of the words "such a~ount as the Minister may 
determine" and the sul:;stitution therefor of the followmg words: "an amount 
fixed by 1he lmmigraticn cfficer, not e:~ceeding one hundred pounds." 

2. Stcticn three of the principal Act is hereby amended-
(a) by the addition of the following at the ~nd of sub--section (a):-
From the opinicD of such Sltperior court there shall be a right of appeal by 

the appeJiate or the immigraticn officer to the Appellate Division of the Supreme 
Court. 

(b) by the deleticn frcm sub-section (4) of the wcrds 11 if he is a person seek· 
ing to enter the Union for the first time n and by the addition of the following 
at the end thereof:-

Jn the event of an appeal under sub-section {2} to the Appellate Divisicn 
the appellant shaH lodge with the registrar such further amount a~ the registrar 
may determine for any cos!s that the Appellate Division may award against him. 

3· Section four of the principal Act is hereby amended by the insertion -in 
paragraph (f) of sub.section (t) after the word" rape" of the following words: 
"incest sodomy." 

4- 'section five of the principal Act as amended by section three of the 
Indians Relief Act, 1914, is hereby further amended-

(a) by the addition at the end of paragraph (e) of the words "yrovided that 
such person, if born outside the Union, enters or is brought mto the Union 
within three years from the date of his birth."; 

(b) by the addition at the end of paragraph (g) of the words " and provided 
furl her that no child "ho is not accompanied by its mother shall be admitted 
unless its mother is already resident in the Union or is deceased, or the Minister 
in any special case authonses the admission of such child." 

S· Sectitn ten of the principal Act is hereby amended by the addition at 
the end thereof of the following new sub.section {2), the existing section becom-
ing sub-section ( 1) :- · 

(2) J\ny such prohibited immigrant shall be dealt with in terms of 
secticn nineteen. It he is in possession of a registration certificate or a 
certificate of domicile, or any other dccument authorising him to enter, reside 
or re!Jlain in the Unit.~ ?r ~ny province, it shall be competent for any Board 
to which he may app~:al, tf tt ts proved to the Board that such certificate or 
o\her document was obtained by fraudulent representations made by him or 
on his behalf, in order that such certificate or other document be cancelled 
.and that he be dealt with in terms of this Act. Provided that if he does not 
appeal to a board, the principal immigration c.fficer concerned shall cancel 
such certificate or other dccument." 

6. Se:ctio_n thirteen of the :principal Act is hereby amended by the deletion 
from sub-sectiOns (3) and (5) of the the word ''Minister!' and the substitution 
thereof of th~ words ••immigration officer.?' 

7.· Secuon fourteen <?f. the, principal Act is hereby amended by the 
d_eleu_on ~f the word "Mm1ster' and the substitution therefor of the words 
"ummgratmn officer." 

8. Section nineteen of the principal Act is hereby amended by the 
addition of the following new sub.section ~-

\3) Any penon who-



THE NEW ASIA TIC Bil,.L 
{a) illegally enters the Union; _or 
(b) being a person dlfemed by tbe Minister in terms of paragraph (a) of 

sub-section (I) of section four to be unsuited either individually or as a mem
ber of a class of eersons, llegally_ enters any provincel and fails to appear 
before or notify an liDmigration ofiicer of such entry within eight days shall 
he guilty of an cffence under this Act. 

(4) If any person who was not born or is not domiciled in the Union-
(a) fails to declare on lhe prescribed form that he is suffering f1om 

tuberculosis; or 
(b) is- reported on arrival by the master or surgeon of tbe ship which 

conveyed him to the Union to be suffering from tuberculosis; and 
(c) is found, vdthin six months from the date of his landing at any _port 

in the Union, ·to be suffering from tuberculosis, the master~ O\\'ner or agent 
of such ship shall be respc.nsible for his removal from the Union with,ut 
expense to the Government, and shall be liable for the cost of his maintenance in 
the Union and for such other expenditure incurred by the Government .in respect 
of such person, to an amount to be fb:ed by an immigraticn dlicer, in .ail not 
exceeding one hundred pounds, to be paid vn demand of the said cfficer. 

'). St.ction twenty-two of the principal Act is hereby am~ed · by the 
insertion of the word "or" at the end of paragraph (c) and by the addition 
of the following new paragraph after paragraph (c):-

(d) for any offence under section twenty. . 
10. Section thirty of the priociP.al Act is hereby amended by the deletion 

of the definiticn of the term "dcmicJle,n and the substitution therefor of the 
following definition!-' domicile' shall mean the pia.ce in which a person bois his 
present permanent home or present permanent residence, or to whiCh he returns 
as his present permanent abode, and not for a mere special or temporary 
purpose ; and a person shall not be- deemed to have a domicile within the Union 
or .. ny province (as the case may he) for the purposes of this Act unless be bas 
lawfully resided therein for a continuous period of three years, otherwise than 
under terms o£ conditional or temporary residence permitted by this Act or any 
other Jaw1 or as a person under detention m pri~ goal, reformatory or mental 
hospital, and a ,person shall be deemed for the purposes of this Act to ba ve 
lost his domicile within the Union if he absents himself lrom lhe Union and does 
not re·enter the Union within three years from the date ,o£ departure therefrom, 
whether or not he is in possession of a registration certificate or a certificate .oi 
domicile or any other document issued under any {lrior law permitting his 
entrance to or residence in or recognising his donncile in the Umon or any 
province thereof: Provided tbat In cases where a person proceeds abrnad for 
a .special or temporary purpose the Minister may authorize the issue of a certi. 
ficate of identity under tile provisions o£ sub-sect.Jon (2) of section twentr-five 
allowing the person concerned to retum to and resume his residence in 1he 
province named within the period specified iu such certificate or any extension 
thereof, not exceeding ten years in all. Domicile in the Union shall be lost by 
any w9man whose marriage has been dissolved during her .absence from the 
Union. 

CHAPTER II. 

Jr. Section six of the Indians Relief Act, 1914, is hereby deleted and ilie 
following substituted therefor:-

" 6. (1) The Minister may in his discretion cause to be provided 9ut o£ 
moneys appr~ated by Parliament for the purpose of financial assistance and a 
free passage from any place in the Union to any place outside-the Union for 
any adult Indian {other tlian an Indian who is or may become entitled UDder 
Law No. 25 of 1Sgr_, Natal, or any amendment thereof1 to a free passage to 
lndia) in respect of himself and his family (if any), provided that such 'Indian 
makes a written request on the form prescribed by regulation for such financial 
assistance and free passage and agrees in writing to tbe following conditions:-

(a) Such Indian shall, if married, be accompanied by his family (if any) ·Upon 
departure flllll! the Union; • 
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(b) such Indian shall furnish to an officer desig":"ted by t.he Minister such 

means of identification as may be prescribed by regulation of htmself and each 
member of bis family; 

(c) such Indian and his family (if any) •hall not re-enter the Union wi!hin 
one -year from date of departure frum the Umon, but may Te-enter the ProVJnce 
of the Union in which he is domiciled after the expiry of one year from the 
date of departure, but not later than the date of expiry of three years from the 
date of departure from tbe Union. Provided that-

(i) all mOney paid in terms of this section to or on behalf of such Indian 
in respect of himself and his family (!f any) are repaid in full to an agent of 
the Union Government duly appomted thereto, befOre departure from the 
coun!Ty to which such Indian euugrated, and proof of such payment in such 
form as may be prescribed is produced on a-rrival at a Union port ; 

(ii) such Indian and his family (if any) excluding any member thereof 
who may have died in the interim and excludin' any daughter who since 
the date of departure from the Uniont bas marned a person not entitled to 
enter 01' to remain in the Union, shall re-enter the Union simultaneously. 
Proof of any such death or marriage to the satisfactic.n of -the Minister must 
be produced. ln case of unforeseen hardship the Minister may in his discre
tion exempt the Indian or any member of the family from re-entering the 
Union. In such cases, or in the event of the death of the Indian or a membet 
of the family, the repa~ent in respect of the person ccncemed as provided 
in sub-paragraph (i) of this paragraph may be remitted; 

(d) unless such Indian accompanied by his family (if any) or in !he event 
ofthe death of such Indjan, his family re..entets the Union as prescribed in 
paragraph (c) of this sub-section, he and all the members of his filmily (if any) 
shall be deemed to have voluntarily and finally abandoned all rights possessed 
by him or them to enter or reside· in any part of the Union, together with all 
nghts incidental to his or their domicile therein, and the fact that re.entry 
did not take place within the time specified in paragraph {c) of this sub-section 
shall be conclusive evidence of such abandonment. 

(2) For the purposes of this section-"· adult Indian'' shalt mean an Indian 
of either sex of sixteen years of age or over and an Indian women who is or has 
beeJJ married ; 

"family" shall include tbe wife of an emigrant Indian and all children of 
any emigrant Indian who were not adult Indians at the date of departure from 
the Union; 

"date of departure from the Union" shaU mean the date of departure from 
a port; 

u port', shall have the same meaning as defined in section " thirty u (Act 
No. ""of 19>3). 

CHAPTER Ill. 
J2. A registration certificate issued under the provisions of the Asiatic Law 

Am~ndm~nt Act, 1907, of the Transvaal (Act No. z of 1907), or the Asiatics 
Reg1~t1on Am~ndm~'\t Act, t9QS, of the Transvaal (Act No. 36 of 1908,) may 
by _an.Instrument tn wntJng be surrendered by the holder to the Reglstrar of 
As1aucs,. and such surrender shall be conclusive evidence that such bolder has 
abandoned any right of or incidental to entry, residence or domicile in the 
Transvaal Province. _ · 

13- If ~ Asiati~ wh?. has failed to make application for registration in 
.acc~rdan~e wtth the proviSlons of paragraph (2) or section five of the Asiatics 
Regtstr~tton Amendment Actt 1908 of the Transvaal satisfies the Minister that 
s~ch. fatlu~e was du7 to some. good and S!Jfiicient cause, the .Minister may, in 
h1a dtscretlon, .au!honze the Regtst~r ~o n.ce1ve an application for registration 
!r<?m such ASJ.at1c,. and the apph~uon shall. f?e q.ealt with in all respects a& 
if at had ~~en made 1n accordance wtth the provunona of the said section and all 
the. Pr<MSIODS of Act No. 36 of 1908 of the Transvaal as amended by this Act 
whicb .would have applied tf the application had been so made shall apply 
I'"OrdtDily, . ' . 
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14- Section seven of the Asiatic Registration Amendment Act, 1908, of the 
Tranvaal, is hereby amended by the deletion of the words " save as in the next 
suceeeding section is provided." _ 

15. Section nine of the Asiatics Registration Amendment Act, 19081 o( the 
Transvaal, is hereby amended by the deletion of the last sentence thereot 

16. Section thirty-four of the Chinese Exclusion Act No. 37 or 1904 (Cape 
of Good Hope), is hereby amended by the deletion of the words • shall be 
deported u and the substitution therefor of the words "may, in the discretion of 
the Minis~er, be deported.u 

CHAPTER IV, 
17. Tbe Governor-General may make regulations, not inconsistent with this 

Act, for the better carrying out of the objects and purposes of this Act. 
IS. The laws mentioned in the schedule to this Act are hereby repealed 

to the extent set out in the fourth column of that schedule. 
tcp Tkis Act may be cited aS THE lMMIGRATION AND INDIAN RELIEF 

(FURTHER PROVISION} Acr1 I9Z7• 

Mr. V. S. Se Saatri*a AppointmenL 
The following Government of India communique was issued on the 7th May 

1927 :-"In the announcement made on the 21st February 1927 in the two Houses 
of the Indian Legislature regarding the Attt"eement reached behveen the Govern
ment of India and the GoveTnment of the Union of South Africa it was stated 
that the Government of the Union had requested the Government of India to 
appoint au Agent in S:>uth Africa in order to secure continuous and effective 
co-operation between the two Governments. The Government of India have 
decided to appoint the Right Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, P. C., as their firat 
Agent in South A(rica". . 

Mahatma Gandhi's Views. 
Mahatma Gandhi wrote the followin\l" article beaded " Honourable Com. 

promise" on the South African Settlement m the « Young India u :-

The Assisted Emigration Scheme. 
. Sir Mahomed HabibuHah and his colleagues are to be congratulated upon 
having secured a settlement that is honllurable to both parties. It is not the best 
that oould be conceived. but it is the best that was possible. I doubt if any 
other deputation could have done more. The Class Areas Bill whicb brought 
about the Conference and round which the battle raged is dead and gone. The 
Right Hon1ble Srinivasa Sastri who. when the deputation sailed for. South Africa. 
was of all members the most communicative and had warned us not to expect 
much, did not conceal at the end of the labours of the Conference his satisfaction 
at the result~ A perusal of the settlement warrants satisfaction ; but like aU 
compomi':les this one is not without its danger points. The dropping of the Class 
Areas Bill is balanced by repatriation re-emergin~ as reo-emigration.. tf the 
name is more dignified. it is also more dangerous. Repatriation could only be 
to India, re-emigration can be to any countrya The following sentence in the 
settlement clearly points to that interpretation:-" The Union Government, there
fore! will orgamse a scheme of assisted emigration to India or other countries 
where Western standards are not requir~t'' This assis!ed emigration to other 
Countries, I hold to be dangerous; for there is no knowing what may happen to 
poor ignorant men going to an unknown land where thev would be utter 
strangers. Such countries as would take them would only be either Fiji or British 
Guiana.. Neither has a good name in India. It is decidedly a disadvantage to 
have been a party to assist-ed emigration to any other part of the world. The 
good point about this assisted emigration is that whereas before the settlement 
repatnates lost their domicile, re.emigrants now retain it and lose it only i£ they 
absent themselves so long as to warra~ t the inference that there is no inte~ation 
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to return to South Africa. How many assisted emigrants can hope to refund the 
assistance money they might have received or how many can hope to return' 
with their families is a different question. The non-forfeiture clause is clearly 
designed not so much to guarantee a substantial right as not to hurt national 
self-respect. 

Indians in Durban. 
The annexure containing a summary of the conclusions reached bv the 

Round Table Conference on the Indian question in S:>uth Africa is a remarkable 
document betraying in every paragraph a heroic: attempt to reconcile conflict
ing interes!s and sentiment-s. An industrious reader will have no difficulty 
discovering the hopeful paragraphs. I shall, therefore, content myself with 
draw-ing attenticn to a para that is fraught with grave dan3:er~ The Union 
Government is to take special steps under the Public Hea1th Act for an investi
~ation into sanitary and housing conditions in and around Durban which will 
mclude the question of limitation of sale of municipal lands subject to restrictive 
conditions. I do not know what is aimed at in this paragraph but my suspecting 
mind (and my suspicicn is based upon previous bitter experience of interpreta
tions1 \\'arranted and unwarranted, that a strong party places upon agreements 
wi!h a weak party to the latter disadvantage) conjures up all kinds of frightful 
consequences ansing from this proposed committee and limitation. Already, 
th~ Durban Corp.:tration bas been mvested with pJwers which it has utilised for 
the suppression of its Indian citizens. So far as I know, a committee can bring 
to light nothing that is not known to the Corporation or Government. The 
apJni:ntment of an Advisory Committee of Indians may be a simple padding. 
The Health Committee may bring in a historical report as a previous committee 
to my knowledge has done and limitation may be put upon the purcltas~ of 
Municipal lands by Indians which may cramp the Indian community residing 
jn Durban. Nor do I like the paragraph which seems to imply that provincial 
governments are at liberty to take any action they might against Indian 
settlers without reference to the Central Government. But the compromise 
is acceptable in spite of the dangers referred to by me, n'Jt so much for 
what has been actually achieved as for almost sudden transformation of the 
atmosphere in South Africa from one of remorseless hostility towards Indians 
to that of a generous toleration,- from complete social ostracism to that of 
admission of Indians to social function~ 

In.lian Representative~ in S::>uth Africa. 
Mr. Andrews sends me glowing accounts of the u!most cordiality with 

which Indian members of the Deputatbn were received :llike l>y the Govern
ment and the people1 how Jccal Indians were able to gain cn~ry to the most 
fashionable hotel in Cape Town without any let or hin:lrance anJ h._,w 
Europeans in S')uth Africa were flocking to him to know all about rhe Indian 
Deput!l~ion. and the Indian question. If this atmosphere of goo.:l wilt and 
scc!abdlty 1s kept up and encouraged, the settlement can be us.!d as a s~Hd 
foundaticn for erecting a beautiful temple of freedom for Indian settlers in 
South· Africa. But the success of the settlement very largely depen.:ls upcn 
the selection of a ~nsul or Commissioner who will be se-lected to represent 
tbe Government of lndJa. H~ must be .a _perS')n of eminence, great ability, and 
streng1h <?f ch.'!racter, and. m ~y op1~ton, he ~ust be an Indian. The very 
fact ofF hJs l::emg _an Indian .will stnke t.he Imagination of the European 
popuiatlon and ra1se the Ind1an settlers m Euror:ean estima'ion and will 
reach the heart of I~ians in a way no Englishman, not even perhaps Mr. 
Andrews,_ can and tf a man can be selected who will command equal esteem 
of the Untc~ pove_Jnment, u:e ~need not fear the future. Such a man, in my 
humble opm1on, JS ~1r. Snntv~sa Sastn. I cannot condude this has;y survey 
of the settlement wnhout placmg on record my deepest conviction that the 
happy result is predominantly due to the ceaseless and prayerfull:1bours of 
that gcdly, self.effacing Englislunan, Charlie Andrews. I 
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Early in January •9•7 the Government of India published papers relating to 

the position of ~be Indian community in Fiji which formed the subject of represen.. 
tations made to the Secretary of State for Colonies by the Colonies Committee of 
the Government of India. It will be remembered that this Colonies Committee 
under the Chairmanship of Sir Hope Simpson was sent in 19>4 chaTged. 
primarily with its Kenya Emigration Bill which was afterwards dropped. 
(See Register 19%3 Vol. II, p. 353i 19>4 Vol. I, pp. 297-372: 19%4 Vol. II, J?· 328). 
The Committee was charged at tne same time with making representatlOnS to 
the Colonial Office regarding the position of Indians in Fiji. The following is the 
correspondence between the Government of India, the India Office and the 
Colonial Office all ending with the despatch of the Government of India dated the 
27th May •926-

The position as it presents itself after a pe-rusal of the whole correspondence 
is this: that three out of twelve non.afficiat seats in the Fiji Council are given to 
Indians who have now only one seat. Secondly, the question of municipal 
franchise would be examined by the Local Committee in Fiji on which Indians 
would be represented and a representative of the Government of India would 
be allowed to occasionally viSit Fiji and make report upon specific 9uestions 
under certain conditions. The correspondence started with the subrmsslon of 
a memorandum by the Colonies Committee setting forth the grievences of ,Fiji 
Indians. · -

Colonie's Committee'• Repreaentalion,, 
The Committee <m the question o£ Indian political statos1 submitted that 

under the deed of cession Fiji was ceded as a possession and dependency of 
the British Crown subJect to a condition amoAg others that the rights and in
terests of the high .ch1efs shoald be recognised so far as is consistent with 
British sovereignty and colonial form of Government~ Tbe Colonies Committee 
appreciate that this implies that these interests must be maintained and hava 
no desire to question this. But elective representation on the Legislative 
Council at present enjo~ by the European community is presumably regarded 
as not jnconsistent with the terms of the deed of the cession and it can hardly 
be arped that the grant or a similar status to their Indian fellow-subjects 
would infringe those terms. Communal franchise as applied ·in the colonies 
where ·Indians do not form a minority community is regarded in -India as a 
system which is intended to assign an Jnfer:iilr status to Indians as compared 
with their British fellow-subjects and to limit the growth of their political 
influence in the colonies. As the chief labour force Indians in the islands are 
playing ,a. part essential to the prosperity of the colony. In the circumstances 
the proposal of the Indian deputation to Fiji that if communal franchise is 
adopted equal representation should be accorded to the European and Indian 
communities appears to the Committee to be fuUy justified._ The Colonies 
Committee submit that the importance of the Indian -community is oot adequately 
represented by the number of seats which it is praposed to allot to them 
and that no measure which does not accord to the Indian community on a 
communal basis representation in the ~islative Council at least numerically 
equal to that already accorded to the non.official European community can be 
regarded as consistent with the P'rinciple of equality of status. . 

Reg~rding municipal franchise the Committee said that tbe Ordinance o£ 
1915 which was a measure which resulted iD the virtual extinction of lDc;lian 
representation on municipal coWlcil fur the last nine years required modili-

2~ 
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cation. The Committee then oh!ected to poll tax at one pound per head as a 
tax which would fall with seventy on Indians and suggested modifications. 
Lastly, the Committee wanted apP_Ointment of an agent of the Indian Govern
ment in Fiji to keep them supplied w1th correct information and thereby dispel 
misunderstandings. _ 

Reply from the Colonial Office. 
The Colonial Office replied in March 1925 emphasising the position created 

by the deed of cession and emphasised that Indian representation could be 
provided only on communal basis. The Secretary of State for Colonies added : 
"It is proposed that the Fijian representation should be similarly increased to 
three. The Secretary of State further proposes that the nu~ber of Europ"!"' 

·unofficial members should be reduced by one so that they will not have a maJo
rity over the Indian and Fijian representatives. It is understood that the 
members of tbe Commitee were agreed that the official majority must be retained 
and the number of official members will be increased accordingly to preserve · 
tbe necessary majority. 

"In connection with the question of Indian representation a further special 
consideration and one to which the Secretary of State is inclined to think that 
no -sufficient weight has been given, arises from the fact that a very lar~e 
proportion or the Indian residents in Fiji are entitled to repatriation to Iruha 
at the cost of the Fiji Government. Of the total Indian population in the 
colony estimated a~ a!><'ut 65.000. it is reckoned that '!P.proximately 49,500 ar.e 
entitled to repatnatlon to India at the cost of the FIJI Government. ln addi
tion there are upwards of g,ooo Indians introduced during 1915 and 1916 who 
will, in course of time, become entitled to this privilege." 

On the question of appointing an agent, the Colonial Office said that 
"when oral representation of Indians in Fiji have been reasonably met1 Indians 
wiU have ample means of securing the adequate considera1ion and d1scussion 
of their views and interests without the Intervention of the Government of 
India and that it is to their own represeotatives and not to the agent of another 
Government that they should look to express their point of view and to defend 
their interes~ The Colonial Government will, however, invite the Legislative 
Council to provide the funds necessary for the appointment of a senior officer 
to take charge of Indian affairS with a seat on the Legislative Council and 
further in order that reliable information as to the present economic condition 
of Indians may be available, it is proposed that a committee should be imme
diately appointed on which tbe Indian community should be represented to 
enquire into the· &cts and report their findings to the Coloni2ll Government 
who would publish the report and furnish copies to the Government of India." 

The Government of India's Decision, 
The Government of India renewed the request that Indians should be 

given the right to elect representatives equal to the number of Europeans. On 
the question of appointment of the agent, the Government of lnd1a said that 
they ~uld be satisfied if a repre~':ntative ~s allowed to visit the colcny 
penod1cally and report the condltJOD of Ind1ans. But the Colonial Office 
found no reason "«! modify its views. The India Office therel!-pon informed the 
Government of lnd1a: uThe prese~t correspondence regardtng franchise and 
other mat!ers relative to the pcs!tion of ~ndians in Fiji arises from the 
representations made by the Colo~Jes Comm1ttee to the Colonial Office in 19:24. 
The ~roposals m~e ~y the Colon1al Office as~ result of representations of ~he 
Co:nmit!ees are !i~te ID~ependent of the questton of the resumption of Indzan 
enugratton to FIJI and IS undeTstood that the latter question has at any rate 
f?T the time being lapsed. ~is b~ing the case, the Secretary of State con.. 
~tders that a welcome oppc;n'tUDtty o~ 1mpr_ovini the position .of Indians in Fiji 
lS offered by the Colonial Office s pohcy ID regard to the franchise the 
reception of occasional visits of a representative of the Government of 1Jndia 
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and other important matters affecting their welfare which were dealt with in 
tbe Colonial Office letter of 2oth March 1925- This policy, apart from ita 
another aspects, would effect a material improvement tn the political status 
of Indians by giving them three out of twelve non-official seats in the Legisla ... 
tive Council in which only one Indian seat is at present provided for. The 
Earl of Birkenhead regards these results of the action taken by the Colonies 
Committee in 1925 as a matter for congratulation and he hopes that the 
Government of liuiia will now agree that the offers made should be accepted. 
He feels strongly that it would be undesirable by pressing again for additional 
conc~ona to cause further delay in giving effect to the policr and incur a 
risk of its not being adopted. In his viewt the concessions now afi'ord a 
reasonable basis of settlement and he would not feel justified in supporting a 
demand for further concessions., 

The Government of India finally replied that they adhere to their opinion 
that "the representation proposed for Indians is inadequate.. But as the Colo. 
nial Office are at present unable to move further in the direction advocated 
by them, they are prepared to acquiesce in the proposals made and would be 
glad if the Letters Patent can be amended as proposed in time to enable 
Indians to elect their repreientatives at the next election~n 

Indians • In Australia. 
That the position of Indians in Australia had considerably im.Proved and 

their interests were well looked after is evident from a eommuntque issued 
by the Government of India early in January 1927. It says :-

"By Acts which have recently been passed by tbe CoiiUll<inwealth o£ Parlia
ment, the British Indians in Australia have been admitted to benefi!s of invaHd 
and old age pensions and maternity allowances. Old age pension is ttayable 
to men above 65 yeays of age or above 6o years if they are permanently 10capa
citated for work and to women above 6o rea:rs provided such persons are of 
good character and have resided continuously 1n Australia for at least 20 years. 
Invalid pension is obtainable by pers"Ons who, being above 16 years of age and 
not in receipt of an old age pension, have whilst in Australia become permanently 
incapacitated for work by reason of an accident or by reasan of being an invalid 
or bhnd provided they have resided continuously in Australia for at least five 
years.. Maternity allowance, which bas been extended to the Asiatic mothers 
m Australia. who are British subjectsJ amoants to lS and is given t? a. woman for 
every child to which she gives birth in Australia provided the chdd tS bom a}tve 
and the woman is an inhabitant of the Commonwealth or intends to settle then1n." 



The Anti-Colonial Congress. 
The tnternationai Anti.Colonial Congress which commenced its sittings at 

the Palais D'Egmont, Brussels on the 1oTH OF FEBRUARY 1927 ind closed its 
sessions after six days of almost continuous sitting, marks a new chapter in the 
lbstorr of the world. It was the most representative gathering that had met in any 
town m Asia, America or Europe. It was international not only in spirit 9ut 
alSO' in ~epresentation. Unlike the other International Congresses held at 
Geneva, Washington and other European towns, it did not consist of delegates 
from only a few European Imperial powers, assembled to devise be~ter and subtler 
means to maintain and promote separate nat~onal a~d class i~terests .. Delegates 
from all parts of the world, from lnd1a, ChiDa, Syna, Arab1a:, Korea, 
Indonesia, lndo-China, Annam, Japan, South and Norlh Africa, North and Latin 
America and almost every European State, turned np at Brussels, in spite of 
the short notice and insufficient p~ess propaganda. No less than 175 manrlatory 
delegates and 300 visitorS were present. It was an impressive sight to see the 
black and the white, the brown and tb& yellow, delegates from Imperialist 
countries, from colonial and semi-colonial lands, representatives ofnatiooal and 
labour organisations assembled in the large hall of Pa1ais D'Egmont in the 
ancient and historic town of Brussels. 

Mr. Nehru's Statement on Behalf of India. 
On the day p~evious to the formal opening of the Congress the delegates 

Of the important countries met the representatives of the Press and made separate 
Statements. The following is the full text of Mr. Jawahar Lal Nehru's statement 
to the press. Mr. Nehru was the delegate' of the Indian National Congress to the 
<Brnssels Congress~- · 

"1 am glad to have the opportunity to associate myself on behalf of the 
Indian National Congress and the people of India whom it represents, with the 
aimS> and objects of this lnternattonal Congress.. The Indian National Congress 
stands for the freedom of India; freedom fur the poor and the oppressed from 
an exllloitation. We welcome- this International Congress because, as we under
stand u, it has been called together to funher these aims and objects in the 
international spheu. We realise that there is much in common in the snuggle 
which various subject and semi-subject and oppressed peoples are carrying on 
to-day. 'Their opponents are often the same, although they sometime appear in 
different guises and the means employed for their subjection are often similar. 
O:mtact between the various peoples will lead to a better underStanding of each 
other's problems a-nd difficulties and is bound to result in closer co-operation which 
must bring success nearer to aU. 'Ihe fabric of Imperialism looks imposing and 
appeats to hold togethert but any rent in it will automatically lead to its total 
destruction • 

. " 'I h~ lndian National Congress js necessarily nationa1 and has nationalism 
as tts baSJS, but as our great leader Mahatma Gandhi bad said our nationalism 

· ~s based o~ the mcst intense int~rnationalism. The problem' of Indian freedom 
ts f-or us a vt~al and urgently ess_eJl~lal one1 but at the same time it is not merely 
a purely natrona! problem. lnd1a lS a world problem and as in the past so in 
thO future other countries and peoples will be vitally affected by the condition of 
India • 

. ". 'fo.day th.e. str-cngts~ ~nd the mcs~ far. reaching Imperialism is that of 
Enta1n anL Brtttsh 1mFenahsm and pclicy alwa}S have had India as their 
cor-ner sto~t;~ Both _E$ypt and other parts of Africa have suffered domination 
pecause Brmsh Impenabsm wanted to strengthen its hold on India aDd to protect 
lt~ sea rout~s to that COl!,ntry,. The importance of India and her future for 
this lnteiDatlonal Congress IS thus obvious, 
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"The Indian National movement bas welcomed with the liveliest sympathy 

and hope the successes of the Nationalists in Chiaa. lt has been a mauer of 
shame and sorrow to us that the British Government should venture to send 
1ndian troops to China in an attempt to coerce the Chinese. You are r.robably 
aware that the Indian National Congress has protested in the strongest auguage 
ag~inst t.his andw tke. Nationali~t in~mbers of the Indian Le.gista~ure wanted to 
1!"5e th1s quesuon 1n the LegtslatlVe Assemb'[, but the Enghsb V tceroy exercised 
his veto on the ground that it raised matters o foreign policy. Mahatma Gan..1hi 
and 1he Indian leaders have emphatically on behalf of the people of India 
expressed their ardent hope lhat the Chinese Nadonalists will bring about the 
final ~nancipation of China. The Indian press have condemned the Governmem's 
action and mass meetings have been held in various parts of d1e C.Janrry for 
the purpose. India to~ay is wilh China, not only because she has every syrn. 
palhy for her but Lecause she feels that China~s succe-ssful fight is the most 
hopeful sign of the future downfall of imperialism. As of old imperialism ic 
f.lytng to utilise one subject country to coerce another t but in spite of her 
Weakn~s l~ia is !tO~ so weak to-day as to permit herself to be employed as a 
pawn: tn the tmpenahst game.. 

"The attrmpts to use India against China make it aU the more neass:try 
for [he forces of nationalism in the subject nations to co-operate together for their 
common good. And I trust that this Congress will help us to nring about this 
co-operation and will thus bring nearer the freedom of oppressed nationatities". 

Opening of the Congreaa. 
The Congress opened l'ormally on the roth evening, .Mr. S. 0. DAVIS of. the 

British Miners'" Association presiding. The Presidept, in his iorroductory 
temarks1 explained the close connection between capitalism and imperialism. 
He proved that the fitst al~ays led to the second~ This meant th..·u, at an 
early date-, earlier than the imperialists expect! the entire laliour organ~Ulion ID 
the imperialist countries is bound to lend its fullest support to the national 
movements in the Colonial and semi-colonial countries. The principal speakers 
of the evening were MessrS. Lian, represenrative of the executive of the 
Kuo Min Tang, Henri Barbuse, the well-known Frencb author, Jawaha:r Led 
Nehru, Katayama, the veteran Japanese social worker, Vasconcehast ex
Mmistet of Education in Mexico and Fenner Brockway, the Secretary uf 
the Independent Labour Party of England. Speaking on uehalf of the JnJfan 
National Congress, Mr9 Nehru gave a short but very clear exposition of the 
a.irr.s, melhods and resulu of ..Hrttish imperialism in India. He pointed out 
.that the Indian question was an international one, that neighbouring coun
tries like Atgha.Distan, Burma, Persia, Mesopotamia were deprived of their 
independence by the English 10 safeguard their most prized possession-Jn'dia. 
He also drew the attention of the Congress to the tact that !ndian men and 
money were be1ng used to fight the wars of a foreign imperialism,. and to oppreas 
other nations.. Concluding, Mt. Nehru demanded the Withdrawal of ali toreign 
troops of occ.upation from his country and the immediate recognition of lndran 
independence. Mr. Katayama urged the leaders of the national movementS' jn the 
colonial counhies and of the laoour organisations in the oppressing countries 
to be uncompromising in their demands. He pointed out tbe- efticteney of 
economic bolcott for gaining nitional liberty. The ex·Minister of Ed~tion in 

· :Mexico, gave a lengthy account of that most terrjble of aft impe~iahsms, the 
imperialism of til& Uui:ted Statu, with its subtle methods1 somettmes termed 
"policy of peaceful penetration 11 and at other times "DoJlar Diplamacy.u The 
United States, said the Spc"aker, had been built shrough cruelty,. aDd. money, 
and this modem miraele was to-day 1hreatening the wbole humaultya The last 
speaker of the eveniJlg was Mr. Fenner Brockway of the 1.ndc::pefi:dent _Labour 
Party. Mr. DrGckway denounced the British Jule of c,.ploitau~n mlndta, WD
demDed the policy of sending troops to China and assured the lnd•an and Cwoeao 
deltgation1 the .tuUest sympathy of his party iD dwr strug_gle .to c~~tpate 
their countries from the clutcbea of a foreign and oppruatve Jmpertaham. 
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The Proceodinl'l. 
During the busy days that followed the re.Presentatives of various countries 

spoke exposing 1he methods and aims of imperiahsm in the different countries. It 
was a curious fact, as Mr. Nehru pointed out in his statement to the press, 
that in all the oppressed countries, whoever the oppress'JrS be, their aims and 
methods were similar. In other words, there was nothing to choose between the 
British Imperialism in India, the Japanese Imperialism in K?rea, the Dutch rule 
in Indonesia and the French administration in their different colonies. 

On the SECOND DAY of the Congress Mr. Lecloburg, member of the German 
Parliament, made a long speech urging the nations to maintain an united front and 
exposing the ways of the liritish Parliamentary Labour 11arty. He recalled another 
International Congress, the Stuttgart Congress. The S!uttgart Congress passed 
a resolution condemning the colonial administration of the Imperial powers and 
advocating the rights of every country for complete indepep.dence and self deter
mination. Mr. MacD(;nald was one of these who had voted for the resolution. 
He then referred to the later development in Mr. MacDonald and how the 
Radical Socialist of 1907 became the Minister for Foreign .nft'.ai.rs in the first 
:Labour Gove1nmenL Another well-known man who was present at Stuttgart 
in 1907 and who bad also voted on behalf of the resolution was Mr. Vanderwe1d 
who to-day is the Minis:er of Fo1eign /> ffairs in Belgium and who also refused 
the organisets o( the Brussels anti-Colonial Congress to make a public demon
stration through the streets of Brussels. The speaker asked the leaders of the 
Labour organisaticns in the impeTialist countries, not to lose confidence, but to 
unite their torces with the Daticnal movements in the Colonial and oppressed 
countries in their fisht against imperialism and class ~pression. . 

Mr. Harry Poll1t, speaking on behalf of !he Left W>ng of the Labour movement 
in EngJand, made a spirited speech in which be exp1ained that the w-orking 
classes in England were coming to realise at 1ast tbat the llritish occupation of 
lnaia and other Asiatic and African countries and the transference Of British 
capital tram the Home coun~ to India and China, meant unemployment and 
lowering of the .standard of li~e for the Brstish worker. The· fact alone was 
driving the Labour movement JD England 1n01e and more to the Left. The 
desire to support India in her movement for independence was therefore not a 
matter of mere sentiment to the British worker. To him it was a question of 
his life and existence. In other words, to the lar~;e ma~scs of working classes in 
England, the occul;atkn ot Ind:a by England meant only unemployment and 
misery;> To \hem India was a losmg concern and therefore they were ready to 
adopt every stt:p to educate the public opinion in England to demand the 
recognition of Indian independence. He aiso explained that the revolutionary 
movement among the working classes was gaining strength every day. As an 
example he tokl. the audience tbat1 v.hile the troo1=s whv were being shipped to 
Clnna were ~arading through the s~reets of L<.ndcn, the members of his or~ani. 
sation distututed pamph.i.e;.s calhng on the soldiers not to shoot their Chinese 
!ellow-wurkets i:n the.~vent oi a ~ar. He ~urth~r informed them that every soldier 
Jn the troopship sathng to China had JU h1S band a pamphlet explaining the 
nature of the struggle m China. The military authorities were aware of lhese 
activities of the british Labour organisation: but they recognised the strength 
of the working class movement and wisely refrained from taking any action. 
Referring to the sending of Indian troops to China, he said that the step was 
tak-en, more whha view to measure the strength of the national movement in India. 

On the THlRD DAY of tbe Congress there were enthusiastic scenes when the 
President announced that the leader- of the recent Syrian "revolt u c;n whom the 
Frtndl Govet nment bad passed a death sentence, and two generals from the 
Cantonese army had a.rrh·ed~ 1.he '9!hole auditnce StQod on its feet for full 
five minutes and gave a tremendous reception to these distinguished arrivals. 
'I bey explained tJ:le nat1;1re of the, movements in Syria and China1 showing how 
the ~-ements ID t~e1r coun~11e~ were cnly part of the world-wide movement 
for nat1onal an~ SOCial eman<;!pallo~ Mr. George Lansbury who arrived on the 
fourth <lar, hav1ng bcCJ> detained ll1 London on acxount of the Chinese debate 
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ln the House of Commons, in his &ghtin~t speeclr fully maintained his upntation 
both as an orator and a social worker. He pointed out the international 
significance or the Chinese movement, how it represented an essential step 
towards social progress of the whole world. This fact atone, iti his opiniont 
made it the duty of every country to lend active support to the efforts of the Can.. 
tonese to free themselves from the bounds of fonign imperialism. Mr. Lansbury 
also pointed out that at the present stage a policy of pacifism was likely to 
prove of belp only to the imperial powers.. Finally. he drew the attention of the 
delegates of the countries to the dan£erous and deliberate propat!;t.nda canied 
on in aU the countries by the imperialist powers in order to mobilise the opinion 
of the world against Russta. At the end of his speech. delivel'ed with mach 
feeling, Mr. Lansbuty warmly embraced the General of the Cantonese army. 
The whole audience felt the sincerity of that act, and spon~aneously stood on 
its feet. Dr. Helene Stocker, the weU.known German doctor editot' of "The New 
Generation", who also maintains a nursing home in Berlin for unmarried 
mothers, in a short speech, explained the merits of Gandhi's doctrine of non
co-operation and passive resistance. She als~ classified women among the 
oppressed classes of the world and emphasised the need of emancipating the 
women in any scheme of social reR"enerntion. 

Almost the last to speak was M. Eilo Fennen, Secretary of the International 
Transport Workers» Association. which is the most important and influential 
of all the labour organisatif'nS in the aid of statistics drawn from official sources 
how the employment of Eurooean capital in India and China was leading to 
unemployment and misery in Europe. In the tSth and tQth centurv. the colonies 
were a. paying concern# But to-day thinjlS have chan2'etl. Capital being 
international, it was bein~ quiclc:ly tra.ns~~"erred to countries with cheaper labour. 
As an example, be mention-ed the fact that more than half of the Chinese textile 
industry was in the bands of fol"eign capitalist~ This industry alone employed 
more than three million hands. The hours of work in most cases extended to 
to hours per day~ Sundays not e~cluded. Nearly 26 per cent of the workers 
were drawn from children. It was easy to understand the eft'ects of these deve
lopments on the international labour market. The working classes in Europe 
were awakening to these facts and this explained why they were prepared to 
make common cause with the nation~l movements in the oppressed countries. 
He als J informed the audience that in Shan~hai and other industrial towns of 
China, Chinese capitalis~s weTe less e"(p\oitin~ than the capitalis•s from the SO• 
called "civilis!d coun~ries., s~e:t.kin~ on behalf or an association which had 
the power of bringing th"! wh'Jie machine of modern in:Justrial civilisation to a 
standstill, M. Fennen expressed his hope that a welt-organised strike would 
bring them aU to their final goal at an early date. 

Reaolutiona. 

1. CHINA AND INDIA. 

The last day or the Congress was devoted mainly to the passing of resolu
tions. Very nearly 40 resolutions were passed~ Three of them are of special 
im ,ortance to In1ia.. The first was the resolution of the Indian delegation, 
moved by the Congress delegate, Mr. Nehru:-

n This Congress accords its wann support to the Indian National m~ement 
for complete freedom of India and is of opinion that liberation of Ind~ from 
f.:Jreign domination and all kinds of exploitation is an essential s~ep 10 full 
emancipation of the peoples of the wo-rld. Thi~ ~gress trusts ~hat pe~ples 
and workers of olher- countries will fully C')..()pera'e tn t~1S task and will# spectally 
take df<=ctive steps to prevent the despa~ch of foretp troops to lndta and the 
retentkn of an army of occupation in that country. Th1s C'Jngress further trus~ 
that the India-n National movment will base its programme on the full emanct
pation of peasants and workers • of India without whic~ t!tere. caq be DO real 
freedom and wiU co-operate With movements for emanCJpa non 1n the other partl 
of the world». 
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2. TASK OF THE WoRKING CLASS FORCES. 

'The delegations of British, Indian and Chinese nationalities made the 
following statement as to the task of working class forces :-

. "We British, Indian and Chinese delegations .consider that the task ~ all 
working class forces in Imperialist countries is (a) to fight for full emancipation side 
by side with national forces in oppressed countries in order to secure complete in .. 
dependence wherever such national forces so desire, {b) to oppose aU fOrms of 
coerdon against colonial peoples, (c) to vote against aU credits, naval military 
and air, for maintenance of armed force to be used against oppressed nations, (d) 
to ex~ the horrors of imperialism-to civil and military populations, and {e) to 
expose imperialistic policy tD the light of the working class struggle for freedom,'. 

3• THE CHINESE SITUATiON • 

... , In relation to the immediate situation in China (1) we demand the imme. 
diate withdrawal of a11 armed forces from Chinese territory- and waters; .(2) we 
urge the need of direct action including strikes and imposition of embargo to 
prevent movements of munitions and troops either in India or China and from 
India to China; (~) estimates relating either to waTlike preparations or to war 
shall be voted aJtamst ; (4) in the event of armed intervention or open wart 
everY. effort shall be made within the labour movement to use every w-ea~n 
poss1ble in working class struggle to 'Prevent hestilities • (S) we demand the 
unconditional recognition of the Na.tionabst Government, the abolition of unequal 
treaties and of extra-territorial rights and surrender of foreign concessions; 
and (6) finally, in the interests of trade union and labour movements in Britain, 
India and China, we pledge ourselves to work for their immediate close and active 
Q>operation" .. 

4• INDO-CHINESE RELATIONS,. 

A jeint declaration was made· by the Indian and Chinese delegates on the 
relations between India and China in the following tenns :-

'' For more than three thousand yeaTS the people of India and China ·were 
unit-ed by the most intimate cultural ties. From the days of Buddha, to the end 
of the Moghul period and the beginning of British domination in India, this 
friendly intercourse continued uninterruped.. · 

u After the East India Company had secured its firm h()]d on :he greater part 
of India, the En~ lisb began looking for new resources of revenue and new 
~arkets. They not on1y introduced poppy cultivation into areas where food 
had previously been grown, but also thrust Indian opium on the unwilling Chinese 
people by force of arms. Since that infamous opium war of t840-t844, Indian 
mercenary troops have been sent again and again to China in support o£ British 
capitalist brigandage in that country. For 87 years Indian troops have been 
permanently stationed as policemen in Hongkong, Shanghai, etc. Time and 
again. thev have been used to shoot down Chinese workers and have thus created 
ill-will in China against the .people of India. Even as we make 1his declaration, 
lndian. troops are again on their way to.China in an attempt to crash the Chinese 
revolut1on. 

"With the strengthening of British imperialism, India was cut ofF more and 
more from intercourse with,China. and in their cultural aud intellectual isolation 
the 1 ndian p~le have now become completely ignorant of the condition of China J 

• u lt is this extreme !gnoran:~ that makes 1t difficult to-day to ,organise ,eft'~ 
t1v.e means of preve~tmg Indta s money .and. man-power from being used for the 
enslavement of the Chmese people. We think It urgent and -essential that active 
propaganda should be carried to in India to educate the people regarding .China 
and arouse them to the necessity of immediate action. We must now resume 
the ancient, petsonal. cultural and political relations between the two peoples. 
:S~tish i:nperialism which in the past has kept us apart and done us so much 
·~Juryt IS .now the very force that is .uniting us in a common el).deavour to 
oyertbrow 1 t, · · 



PT. NEHRU'S SPEECH: 
· "We trust that the leaders of the Indian movement wilt do all in iheir power 

to co-ordinate their struggle with that of the Chinese pe<!ple so that by simul
taneously engaing British imperialism on two of its most VItal fronts China may 

1'eceive active support in her present struggle and the final victory of both people 
bla.y be secured". 

S• AGAINST EXPLOlT~TlON. 
Perhaps the most important resolution of the whole Congress was the one 

moved by Mr. Beckett, M.P., on behalf of the Indian, Chinese and British 
delegation. This resolution runs as follows: 

"We, the undersigned, British, lDdian and Chinese delegations consider that 
the task of all working clas~ forces in imperialist countries is: 

(t) To light for full emancipation side by side with the national forces in 
oppressed countries, in order to secure complete independence wherever such 
national forces so ·desire. (2) 'I'o oppose aU forms of coercion against colonial 
peoples. (3) To vote against all credits, naval military and aerial, for tbe main
tenance of armed forces. to be used against oppressed nations. (4) To expose 
the horrorS of imperialism to the civil and mil!tary population. (S) To expose 
imperialistic policy in the light of working·class struggle for freedom. · 

· In relation to the immediate situation in China-
{I) We demand the immediate withdrawal of aU armed forces from Chinese 

tenitory and waters. (2) We urge the need of direct action, including strikes 
and-the imposition of the embargo to prevent movements of munitions and troops 
either to India or China and from India to China. (3) -That estimates relating 
either to warlike preparations or to war shall be voted against& {4) That in the 
event of armed intervention or open war every effort shall be made with tho 
Labour movement to use every weapon possible to workinJ<lass struggle to 
prevent hostilities. (5) We demand the unconditional recognition of tbe Nation
alist Government tlie abolition of unequal treaties and of ~tra territorial rights 
and surrender of foreign concessions.. {6) Finally, in the interests of Trade 
Union Labour movements in Britain, India and China, we pledge oulSelves to 
work for their immediate close and active co-operation". 
· The Congress also decided to open a _permanent world organisatiOQ with its 
head office in Paris and branches in the vanous countries and Jheq dispersed. . , 

. Full Text of Pt. Nehru' a ·speech. 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. delegate of the Indian National Congress, rising 

to describe the etTects of the British Wotld Imperialism was greeted with 
stormy ovation by the Assembly. He said:-

With the greatest pleasure I bring the warm and hearty greetings of tbe 
Indian National Congress which has commissioned me to 1ink our national 
movement with this lo ternational united eff'~rt to fight Imperialism. We in 
India have experienced the full strenth of Imperialism5 We know accurately 
what' it means and we are naturally interested in every movement which is 
directed against Imperialism. In fact, if you want a typical example that 
will heJp you to understand the nature and cons~uence of Imperialism,· I think 
you -will find nothing better than India. From the internal conditioa of 
India, as our President has said, it may be understood in what manner the 
English Imperialism represses and exploits the workers. In India you will 
find a wonderful instance of every phase o£ Imperialism that you may wiah to 
study. Our problems touch us naturally very deeply but r may say to you 
an; whether you come from China, Egypt and other distant Jands, that your 
interests are bound up with ours.. And the Indian problem too is of interest and 
importance for you. 

British Misdeeds in fndia. 
I- cannot t-ell you here the wh:>le history of Indian exploitation-lnw .ln:lia 

is maltrea'ted, repressed and ttlundered. It is a long and very sad story. And 
aU that I can do is to bnnJ to you: notice ?De O! two of the. most imponant 
factorS which we have 19 cons1der particularly •11 tillS lnternatiOI!al Ccnrr~. 

;1 . 
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Yon have heard of various disturbances, massacres, and random butcheries 
and most of ~u have heard of the Amritsar incidents. Do not believe that 
because this affair has given rise to greater uproar than many others, it is in. 
!"]'way the singular and the worst episode in tbe history of India since the 
Bntisbers came to us. They came to us, as you doubtless know, by pitting one 
J>rovince against another until they finally established themselves firmly. During 
tbe whole period of tbeir stay, they have followed tbe old J>Olicy of" Divide and 
Rule." I regret to have to say that they still follow this policy. The early 
history of their occupation is one of the most wildest and most shameless ex· 
amples we have ever seen in the history of the world. Even the British His
tonans who are certainly not quite 1mpartial admit that tbe early History of 
India under British Rule represents an epoch of predatory war,-a period in 
which free-booters prowled about and committed plunders and robberies in the 
land in an unbridled manner. You know perhaps also of the event which is 
known as the " Sepoy Mutiny» and which took place 10 years ago. It is called 
so but if fate bad willed otherWISe and the so-called rebels bad been crowned with 
success, then to-day it would have been called the Indian War of Indepeudence. 
What we have to say, in all this, is that Amritsar was absolutely nothing ·in com .. 
j>arison with what took place during the Sepoy Mutiny. But since tben, such 
things have been constantly taking place; even to-day random firinJ is not 
inf-r:equen:t. Numberless comrades and friends of ours are detained m prison 
withOut any accusation and without any trial. Many of our best comrades in 

. India have made prison their real home, or they are in exile and ca11n0t come 
back to their fatherland. 

Exploitation in India. 
This gives rise often to a little sensation but the real injuries committed 

by the Britishers in India-the real exploitation is much more severe than the 
shootings and hangings, which occasionally give rise to some disturbance, the 
systematic method in which the workers, labourers and farmers are being 
exploited and has made India what it is to-day. We read in history, not onJy 
of the ancient times, but also of the modern period of the riches of India. 
India bas allured by her riches the most different peoples from different ex
tremities of the wodd, but if now one goes to India, the most horrible poyerty 
stares him in the face. There be sees most of the population do not know 
where they will get their next meal and frequently they do not get it at all. 
Everywhere one meets these hungry people or these half-fed people. This is 
the India of to-day. No statisticst facts or numbers are wanted to convinc-e 
~u of this that India bas suffered terrible economic decline and that if definite 
steps are not taken to prevent this process India will altogether cease to exist 
as a nation. You know perhaps bow years ago (immediately after their advent) 
the Britishers applied the most r.uthless methods to tender their industries 
profitable for themselves. In those days, the new doctrine of guardianship over 
the . Jndian people was not menticned, our repression was Dot less severe, but 
it ":as fi:ank, w~ had a ruthless and open exploitation and suppres&ion of aU 
Ind1an tndustr1es. It was bad euougli, but worse followed gradually inasmuch 
as our ancient system of education was destroyed and we were disarmed. In 
~e most multifarious ways, the spirit of the Indian people was destroyed and 
1t was attempted to take away fiom them, every capacity Cor active and cons. 
tructive work." The conscious policy of the Britisher in India was to attempt 
to divide us. After they have disanned us, now they say that we are not fit to 
protect our country.. After introducing a system of education which has 
d.e~troyed our ancient educati?D- and has s~t in its place something which is 
ndu:ulously meagre and which teaches us false history and tries to educate us 
in the hatred of our own country and in the glorification of England-after all 
these, !hey tell ~snow tha~ we !Jave not su.fticient culture to be a free nation. 

It 11 now be1ng advert1sed 1n the Engbsh Press that the Indians fight among 
one another. It ~?uld also be. noted in this connection, that it is extremely 
exaggerated, that It 1S also the pehcy of the British to bring about these dis
turbances and to sharpen them where they are i~ cxi~tence "'!d to cjo everything 
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to keep them alive. This is the policy of Britain, however much she may now 
deny tt. Now, what is the condition of India to-dayf We are speaking of 
exploitation Y We experience it very fully~ Not a single exploitation but Often 
a double and a treble exploitation. We have a part of lndia-the so-called 
'Indian Statest where under the protection of Britain the Feudal system obtains.. 
Often the English point them out to us and other countries as well and say
look at these parts of lndia where a kind of Self~Govemment is in existence. 
Other parts of India are much more advanced, but the British forget to tell 
one thing. They forget to tell us that these States are under their care and 
that they themselves have hindered progress in !hem. lt is the British who 
first enslaved them and now do not allow them to develop. Consider the case 
of the great land-owners. You have here again the land-tenure system which 
in a great part of India is a feudal system and has been brought to us and keF 
up by the British. It is altogether difficult to change it so long as the British 
Government is not willing to do it. In the policy or the British liovernment in 
India we must reckon even the Indian princes and great land-owners as their 
confederates, because a free India would lead to the lrberation of the farmers 
from exploitation. Then again we often see a harmful agreement between lho 
British Capitalists and Indian Capitalists. 

British World Politics. 
A study of the past history and accounts of !he last few years will prove 

that the British world politics is in a great measure influenced by their Indian 
possession. Who can be deceived for a moment as to what wm happen to Great 
Britain if she does not possess India 1 There would then be no liritish wodd
Empire.. What will take (>lace in future when India is once free? I cannot say, 
but it is certain that the Bntish world-Emt»re will cease to exisL From thetr 
capitalistic and imperialistic points of VJew, the British try to do everything in 
their power to retain their possession of India. Their whole foreign policy is 
to a ~t l"art influenced by this aim; therefore they· must butld up a firm 
overlordship m Jndia. The result is that ludia baa suffered and atilt suffers.. 
But that is not all. On account of india other lands have suffered an:d suffer stilL 
You have heard of the last instance of the activity of Hritish Imperialism in lndia 
-the sending of Indian troops to China. They were sent inspite of the sharpeat 
opposition olfered by !he Indian National Congress. 1 must remind you ot !he 
fact-even to my Shame. 1 must mention-that Indian troops were often used 
to repress other people.. I read to you the names of the number of countries 
in which Indian troops have been sent by the English for their purpose. In 
the year 1840, tbey went to China for !he first time, and in the year 1927, !hey 
are still going there and during this time, they have been used three times 
without number. They were in Egypt. Abyssinia1 in the Persian Gulf, in 
Mesopotamia, Arabia, Syria, Georgia, Tibbet, Afgnanisthan and llurma. It 
ia a hOrrifying lis~ 

A World Problem. 
I would like Y\?U to understand that the Indian problem is not only a nation

al problem, but it directly affects a great number of other countries aDd it is 
of world interest, because, it ditectly applies to the greatest and tlte most influen
tial imperialism of our time. lt is clear that such a state of things is insupportable 
for India. We can't tolerate it any longer, not only because Freedom ia 
good and slavery is bad, but because it is a question of life az::sd death !or ,ua 
and our country.· Y-ou too who have come here from tbe ddferent._c:ountnea 
ot the world cannot tolerate these dreadful chains which are also a great huut
rance to your own freedom. For us in lDdia, Freedom is a pressing necessity. 
But it is not less important for you if we win our freedom. The noble examples 
of the Chinese nationalists have :filled us with hope aDd as soon as possible we 
wish to follow iD their foot-steps. We want the fullest freedom Cor our country; 
naturally (of courSe) not only the internal but freedom also of making connections 
with our neighboUIS and other ia.Dda as we wish. Because we bebeve lhat thia 
our International Congress alfords a possibility of this combined work, ~ 
_we!_ it and pet it, 
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International Economic Conference. 
The following statement was submitted by Mr. N. N. Wadia, Sir Campbell 

Rhodes and Mr. L K. Hydar, Members from India to the International Econo. 
mic Conference, held at Geneva in May 1927 ~ 

"The economic condition of India and her relations with the outside world 
may be very briefly stated. She is a debtor country in the sense that British 
and other foreign capital is invested in her railways and irrigation wor~s an? 
in some of her industries in excess of her own investments abroad. On this capt• 
tal large sums have to be remitted annually by way of intere~t, :he official .re.· 
mittances, which are known as the uH~me Charges" and wh1ch mclude Pc:n~ron 
and other sterling disbursements, amountmg to between £30 and .£35 mllhons 
annually. 

u In order to find the credits-necessary for the liquidation of these claims, both 
official and non-cfficial, it is necessary for India to export every year $0~5 of 
a higher value than the value of her imports; in other words, to matntam a 
favourable balance of her visible trade. This result is secured by the natural 
surplus of production over consumption within her own border~ Covering a 
vast area, the size of Europe less Russia. with a population ,,·bich numbers one· 
fifth of the whple human racet the wants of her own people are simple and to a 
large extent satisfied by her own productions; indeed, local requirements are 
met chiefly from resources available within reasonably close proximity to the 
individual consumers. 

lndian Exports. 
· "It will be apparent from this brief summary that the productive effort of India 
is centred far more on internal than on external markets. Agricultural exports 
of India, which in one form or another constitute nine-tenths of her total exports, 
represent at the same time only one-eleventh of her total production~ In this 
respect, in her re~iance chiefly on internal markets no less than in the volume 
aDd value of her lcca~ resources and the extent of her population and areal un
hampered by inter-provincial trade barriers, India presents a picture more closely 
anatogous to that of the United States of America than to that of European 
States. It is true that in India, as in Europe, the coal, steel and cotton textile 
industries endure their· share of the prevailing depression. The depression is 
no less keenly felt because in aU three industries productive capacity is greater 
than it was. Other industries also have developed in the absente of foreign com

. petition and under the stimulus of high prices during the war. 

Fiscal Policy. 
u India has adopted a fiscal policy which seeks to foster and develop the start 

which was thus made under pressure of war conditions. Nascent mdustries, 
built up with local labour and capital from local materials to meet local needs, 
cannot be allowed to die under the competition of foreign goods, over-produced 

-abroad and sold i~ Indian mark~ts at cut rates. The advantage which might 
accrue to the lruhan consumer from these low prices weigh but littie in compari

·SOD with the necessity of building up local industries on a sure foundation. The 
prot~cth·e policy of lndia aims at the development of such manufactures only, 
as will one day be able to meet world competition unaided, and protection, 
~he.ther it takes the form of import duties, bounties or other forms of State aid, 
ta granted only for a limited number of years to individual industries. 

"Par~ly as a result .of war ~nd .P~St-~ar conditions, and partly as a result !Jf 
the adopuon of a po1Jcy of d1scnmmaung protection, a change has occurred tn 
the character of India's foreign trade. Manufactures. accou~t for a slightly 
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lower proportion of her imports and a slightly higher proportion of her exports. 
While, thanks to a succession of good harvests, agricultural production has 
increased, local consumption has in the main increased m::>re rapidly than c~ports. 

u As might be expected in a country where the p:.>pulation largely subsis:s 
on agriculturet Government revenues since the war have been raised chiefly 
through indirect taxation. Thus Customs and exercise receipts account res. 
pectiveJy for 24 per cent. and z:z per cent. of the total official revenues of lndia, 
to which income tax contributes only n per cent. 

Period of Deficits. 
"During the years 1918-I9 to 1922-23, revenue failed to balance expenditure 

and the aggregate of the annual defici~s amounted to nearly 1,000 millions of 
rupees. Severe retrenchments and additional taxation have since restarted the 
financial equilibt ium of the Government of India. The national debt bas incresed 
since 1913-J4 from 1,797 millions of rupee debt and £1.47 minions of sterling debt 
to 5,2JI, millions and £339 millions. 

" The sterling value of the rupee, which during the earlier years of the current 
century had been stabilised as IS. 4d. increased during the c:mcluding years of 
the war and again during the trade boom which follOwed, until in tlle spring of 
1920 it reached its maximum of 2s. IO·I-zd. Thereafter, as trade depression 
developed, exchange fell to approximately IS1 J.d. in 1921. S~bsequent1y, as a 
result of successive good harvests and favourable trade balances, the value of 
the rupee appreciated. By legislation of March r927 the ratio was fi.,.ed at IS. 6d~ 

Rise in Prices. 
India suffered no less than other markets of the world frvm th~ rise of prices 

which occurred during the trade boom of 19t9-20 and from the subsequent 
slump. The economic life of India was affected in many ways: 

(a) Although there is not the sa.me problem of industrial unemployment in 
India as in European countries, yet the usual lag occurred by which !he: rise of 
wages followed instead of accompanying the rise of prices. When a subsequent 
fall of prices occurred and trade became depressed, a general reduction of wages 
was not found possible. . 

(b) For several years after the war a serious gap occurretl between the 
prices of raw materials and the prices of manufactured goods. Alth'lugh both 
sets of prices were higher than pre.war levels, manufactured goods had appre
ciated to a greater extent than raw materials. This tendency has had an 
important bearing on India's trade. Roughly three-quarters of her exports consist 
of raw materials, while the same proportion of her imports consist of manufac
tured goods. In other words, a greater productive effort was necessary to enable 
India to purchase the same volume of imports as prewar. In actual fact a 
compromise was evolved whereby exports increased {by comparison with per.war) 
during 1924 and 1925, while imports were relatively less. 

(c} Fluctuations of price have been no Jess serious in India than in other 
markets. One result has been that stocks of staple goods are no longer 
maintained in the world's markets to the same extent as pre·war, for the risk of 
carrying stocks is enhanced through the uncertainty of pnces levels. Producer 
and- consumer are thus in closer relations with each other than they were in 
pre-war days, and the effects on prices of over and under.prod.uction are more 
quickly felt. To this cause may be attributed the growing tendency on the part 
of producers of tea, jute and similar products to organise the marketing of their 
goods in order to counteract those abnormal fluctuations of price which must 
inevitably occur when the absence of stocks permits the unrestrained impact of 
varying demand on varying suppty. 

And their Repercussions. 
u From the point of view of India-a point of view doubtless shared by other 

great countries producing raw materials in common demand in the world's 
markets- the vicious circle from which she seeks to esc-ape is one whereby fluct 
tuaticns of price prevent the growth of confidence, thus militating in the cons-u. 
ming markets against purchases of her raw materials for stock. The absence of 
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such stocks makes itself felt in tendencies which exaygerate fluctuations of price 
and so further discourage the growth of confidence. 

" Fac-ed with not dissimilar difficulties, the manufacturing ind ustrjes of Europe 
have been forced into conditions of closer and closer organisation. They have 
learnt that, in the present state of the world's markets, there is little hope of 
expanding sales unless and until costs are reduced. Reductions of cost are 
possible in any one or more of the following directions:-

(a) In the orlfanisation of financial and industrial methods, affecting over 
bead and distribullng charges; 

(b) In the removal of impediments resulting from Government action ; 
(c) By economics in labour charges; 
(d) By reductions in the cost of raw materials. 

Organisation and Efficiency. 
"Organisation will undoubtedly play its part in the reduction of overhead 

charges. Tbe manufa-cturer must look to Govetnments to realise the importance 
of removing all unnecessary impediments to trade. ln regard to labour charge, 
while no actual reduction of wages appears in present circumstances to be 
either ~ible or desirable, the contribution of labour woold take the form of 
the elimination of waste and of increased production as a result of increased 
elliciency. 

Indian and World Prosperity. 
"The fourth beading is that with which India as primarily a producer of 

raw materials and other countries similarly situated are chiefly concerned. Her 
contribution towards world economic prosperity can only take the form of pro
grusivc effort towards a reduction of agricultural costs, an improvement in the 
quality and quantity of the crops, and finally, the encouragement of orderly 
marketing. The effects of this policy will be ben•licial not merely to the producer 
himself in "financing him until his crop is finally disposed of and in securing 
him an increased profit by co-operative sales wisely supervised, but also to the 
world in general in more efficient methods of cultivation and, therefore, in 
greater productivity at equal or reduced cost. 

The Co-operative Movement. 
"The co-operative movement is a means towards this end, and its progress 

in India during the past twenty years bas been striking. Only last year, a 
Royal CommiSSion was appointed to investigate agricultural conditions in India. 
The commission has been instructed to explore possible extensions of existing 
activities in the fie1d ofreseatcb. and deroonstrati<;o, the introduction of improved 
methods of agriculture and the extension of rural credit facilities.. It is at 
present engaged in prosecuting its enquiries, and its report is awaited with 
mterest. 

" 1t must be remembered, however1 that, if real progress is to be made, the 
manufacturer must share with the pnmary producer the advantages of the 
cheaper and better production of raw matenals. Tbe demand for manufactured 
goods can only deve!OJ? !"'turally and st~dily, as it did in. P.•w-war days, when 
Wf?Tld pr1ces are. stabdtsed, confidence 11 restored and equ1hbrium is again main
talned De~'!e~ the COS!S and pr-ofits of ~roducers and manufacturerL Failing 
such equih~num, lnd1a ~ the countnes . at pr-esent concerned primarily with 
the producuon. of raw mater1als are forced euher to curtail their purchases of 
manufactured goods, at the expense of their general standard of life or alter
natively, to provide more and more for themselves tbose commodities whiCh they 
have hitherto found it convenient to draw from abroad',. 
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International Labour Conference. 
The International Labour Conference which commenced its session. in 

'3enev:a on the 31st May took a bold and significant step in asking a rep~ 
sentat1ve of an extra-European country to tal..""e the chair at this session. This 
honour was conrerred on Sir Atul Chatterjee, the High Commission for India. 

An important item on the agenda was the question of Compulsory Sicknesa 
Insurance which it was proposed to deal with in the draft convention. The 
session was the most lively. About 45 States were represented and some 
dele~ations were singularly large as, for instance, the Ja~uese Delegation which 
conststed. or about 30 members. There was all.round satisfaction at the fact that 
tho Employers' Delegate from India was an Indian of Mr. Birla's typo. Different 
committees were fairly active and a good deal of spade work was accom .. 
plished. Indian emple>yers' view-point was expressed by Mr. Birla in an able 
speech which wen him congratulatie>ns from the different sections of the 
Conference. 

Mr .. Bitla•e Speech. 
SJ?03.king on Compulsory Sickness Insurance, Mr. Birla said that although 

India ts not hostile to the pnnclple of such an insurance for labour it found 
itself in a positidn whlch rendered the adoption of the scheme embodied in tho 
draft convention impossible. The present scheme was formulated with reference 
to European .conditions and could not suit India whose industries were not in 
the same sta~e of development and could not consequently bear the same 
burden or straiD. 'l'hen again. Indian labour whose wages were comparatively 
low would hardly favour the scheme which contemplated a <::Otltribution of part 
of their income to the insurance fund, established thereunder in India. This 
gue.stion had not even been discussed and time was needed to bring India into 
lme with other countries, which had built up their present position, characterised 
by the individual strength given un:ier protection afforded by the tariffwall 
over long periods, in some cases over forty years. He should do his best to 
bring the matter. to the notice of the Indian Parliament wh:cb he hoped would 
take such steps in this direction as might appear justified in view of the country'& 
special positton, but for the present he must with due deference to the authors 
of the scheme say it did not suit India and was therefore unacceptable to them. 

Speaking JD a general discussion of the Director's Report Mr. Biria 
touched upon many important points, particularly, that of the establishment of 
a national conespond.ent of working hours by Japan.. 

Discussing the proposed appointment of a national correspondent at Delhi, 
Mr. BirJa remarked that1 while it was very essential to have sudi a correspondent 
in India, he doubted whether Delhi was the suitable place for that purpose. 
Ca~cutta and Bombay being more important business centres in India, Mr. Birla 
thought a national correspondent sh'luld be stationed at either of these places. 
He also maintained that, if they wanted to have the trust of Indian Labour, 
they ought to have a correspondent of Indian nationality, and to see that the 
literature issued from his office was not confined to the foreign language. Hindi 
was the most prevalent Janguago in India, being spoken by one·third of ita 
population and easily understood by the remaininJr population, He suggested 
that all literature should be issued primarily in Hindt. 

Mr. Birla was glad that notice bad been taken of the abolition ofslavery 
in NepaL He would draw the Directors attention to a slight mistake in giving 
its description. N~l was not an JndiaD State as was generally understood 
from that descriptive title. Its statu• was higher, the ruler being ~rmed Hie 
Majesty the Kinlr of Nepal. He hoped the mistake would be dul7 rectified, . 
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Mr Birla very much deplored that the Japanese Government had been put. 

ting off under one excuse or other the ratification of the Washington WorKing 
Hours Convention. He said that it was amazing to find in these days when 
there had been such a remarkable. advance in other. civilised countries in regard 
to Labour legislation that the Japanese factories were still working iq many cases 
more than twelve ·hours a day. He thoug~t at 1E;ast for the sa!'e of hum ani~, 
the Government of Japan should take un!fled•ate steps to g~ve ejfect to the 
Washington Convention about the hours of work. 

Concluding Mr. Birla said that he regretted that in the past In:lian emplo
. yerS bad taken little in teres fin t~eir representation at the Inter~tional LaJ:lour 
:Conference. He very much apprecJted the r~mark of the Credennals Co~1ttee 
last year that they desired to see countnes represented by. men of the1r own 
nationality. Indian employers were no less keen upon that pomt now., and he 
hoped that in future they would find them always ready to meet the desire of the 
Credentials Committee in this direction. -

Mr. Giri 1 1 Speech. 
Mr. V. V. Giri, iii. the course of his speech, expressed grateful thanks 

to Suzuki; the Japanese workers, delegate, for the noble fraternal sentimen~s 
he -had expressed, especiallyt his reference to workers in India. He said 
Sir A. Chatterjee1s chairmanship was an honour not only to India but to the 
·East. He congratulated the Director of Labour Office and his colleagues 
on their wonderful work on behalf of the workers of the wotld though be 
declared the Labour Office had not devoted its time and energy to the investi~ 
gation into and amelioration of conditions in Mandated Territories and 
eountries like India. The living wages for workers was unheard of in .ndia 
and the system of payment was most unjust to poorer workers. The hours of 
work in railways were from 12 to 14 and even 16 daily, With regard to the 
sickness insurance, it was in a sorry state. The Indian Government considered 
that any practical measure with regard to that question was at present impossible. 
Speakin~ on the freedom of association, Mr .. Giri declared that even organised 
associations in India were particu1arly suppressed and gagged when the real 
issue between employers and employees arose~ 
· Mr. Giri asked from the Conference for a clear statement as to what action 
the lnternaticnal Labour Office had taken in the matter of recommending to the 
countries like Kenya the aboliticnofforced labour9 He wanted these countries 
to.be informed to step it if they had not yet done so. 

Paying tribute to Japan for having retrieved the lost name of the East, Mr. 
Giri appealed to that country to improve the conditions of their workmen and 
"Show to the West that it would be second to none in ameliorating the hard lot 
-of her teeming working classes that built the forture of the nation. 

Mr9 Girl congratulated the Director and his collea~ues of the International 
Labour Office for the great work so far accomplished tn the name and on behalf 
of the workers of the world. But while so appreciating, he said, he would not 
be true to himself or just to th?Se whom he represented if he did not tender his 
humble but constructive criticism with a sincere desire to further the objects of 
the gr-eat international organisation~ He brought to the notice of the Cm~
"fere:oce that, perhaps for rease;ns beyond control, the International Labour Office 
_could not _devote. that att~ntion_ and en~rgy to t~e investigation of conditions, 
of workeiS m speCial countr1es whu:b are glven vanous names such as colonies 
protectorates, dependencies and spheres of influence etc., who have the mis
fortune to be ruled by European nations and where the workers have to fiabt 
the capitalists who are more often than not supported by their Governm:-n~ 
_The Conference, Mr. Giri submitted, should look to these problems more than 
to the emancipation of the European workers, as they were able to contend 
with their masters on equal terms and get their reasonable grievances redressed 
whether by honourable treaties or by means of legislation, without requiring 
any help trom the Labour office. · 
_ Mr. Girl. continued : ':I appeal to my fellow delegates from these countries 
nQt to 5oost~er for a \V~t1e that I have been making these stateme"PtS in a spirit . . . . . . 
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of' rault-finding bttt only to remind the lnternatiooal Labour Office that a good 
deal has yet to be done in the interests of the poor workers wh:> have n3 national 
Government of their own. Failure to take great care of their interests will 
rob this -organisation of its weight and prestige and. will deprive it of its 
charactern. 

Real Representation. 
Mr. Giri then drew the attention of the Conference that subject nations 

were not properly represented at the Conference by their own men. For in
stance the DutCht the French and the BelJV:an delegations had only one coloured 
representative as delegate or as adviser. The assumption that these delegations 
represented the colonies was based on a fiction. The Conference, he submitted, 
shOuld insist on proper representation. Then the Conference could get a clear 
idea of the conditions prevailing in those special countries. 

The International Labour Conference should insist on Governments such 
as the Union of South Africa to send from time to time a workerS' delegate. 
The workers there are the natjves of the soil and they outnumber the foreigners 
by at least five or six times. The representation of Mr. Ciement Cadalli, the 
General Secretary of one of the biggest unions in South Africa should have been 
accepted. He should have been allowed to be a workers' delegate from South 
Africa. 

The best way to solve these difficult questions was, said Mr. Girl, to appoint 
a small committee of enquiry to go to these countries and make a stuily of the 
conditions there with the help of the Government and workers of these countries. 
The organisation would then be in a position to judge for itself. 

"Living" Wages in India. 
Speaking on behalf of the workers of his country, be referred to the • Jiving 

wages' paid by the Railways in India to their employees which amounted front 
8sh. to 14sh. pet month on which they had to maintain a family of four to five 
persons. On the great economic principle of supply and demand the Govern
ment, as agent of the Railways, supported this scale. 

In conclusion, Mr~ Gir• emphasised on the need for direct representation or 
labour in the Legislatures o£ the country and pleaded fur an investigation into 
the condition of workers in jute, textile and other industries and for the providing 
of rudimental amenities of labour in those industries. 

Dr. Paranj,pe'a Speech. 
Dr. Paranjype in the course of his speech expressed the gratification of the 

Government and the people of India at the high honour done to India by the 
selection of the Ind1an delegate to preside over the Conference. He hoped that 
this was only an indication of the great interest taken aU over the world in the 

'conditions of labour in India. He was glad to learn of the decision to appoint 
a correspoodent of the Labour Office in India and he also strongly supported 
the suggestion of Mr. Birla, that the appeal of Indian workers should be made 
through the vernaculars of India.. 

He referred to the Asiatic enquiry, whicb was being conducted by the 
Labour Office, and said that it would he most useful if high officials, such as the 
Director, were to visit India personally. 

Dealing with the internal organisation of Labottr Office, rJr. Paran)ype 
observed that the number of people from eastern countries were comparatively 
small and hoped that it would be possible to engage a few more people from India, 
China, Japan and other countries, with the object of increasing the usefuiness 
of the Labour Office. 

Replying to the criticisms of Mr. Giri with rellard to the hours of work on 
railways, etc~ Dr. Paranjype declared that no complaont had been made by the 
Legislative Assembly, that the Government of india was not observing to the 
letter and spirit the Hours Convention. The Government of India could hardly 
be blamed for non..observance of the conventions and recommep.dations of tQe 
!l)temational Labour Organisation by the Native States, 
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South African Indian· Congress. 
The South African Indian Congress opened at Johannesburg on the 12th 

:!6arch 1927• The full number of delegate& were present, including those from 
places as distant as tifteen hundred miles. Great enthusiasm prevailed. 

Opening the session Mr. Andrews bore personal testimqny 10 the spirit of . 
goodwin and good faith, wbicb pervaded the Round Table Conference at Cape 
Town fur wbicb Gen. Hertzog and Dr. Malan were principally responsible. In 
conclusion he asked that not a single word should be spoken which might weaken 
the mutual trust already established. 

The speecbea of the President and the Chairman of the Reception Committee 
indicated hearty acceptance of the agreement as a thoroughly honest attemgt at 
a friendly settlement. The Chairman of the Reception Committee said : . We 
meet in a more peaceful atmosphere to give a verdict on the Round-table Agree
ment. It is the privilege of the South African Indians to gratefully record the 
honest effi>rts of the Habibullah Deputation to accomplish a settlement. It is also 
our privilege to record the co-<>peration and sympathy of Gen. Hertzog and Dr. 
Malan, whose admirable attempts to understand the Indian viewpoint have 
equally contributed to bring about a happy cba~e and friendly spirit.'' 

P•eoideotial Addreoo. 
Mr. GODFREY, President of the Congress, emphasised that the lndiaJI com

munity in South Africa approved th~ Agreement as a whole and accepted it in the 
opirit •n wbicb it was made. He felt the success of the Agreement would mainly 
depend on themselves. He stated that many l"'ints were still left undecided and 
much work of criticism would remain to be earned through. But, whatever was 
done, should be accomplished in the friendly spirit which pervaded the Con
ference itself. - · 

Continuing, the President said ''India sent us her most eminent mea, sober 
with age, ripe in .wisdom and experience. -It is my duty. to record the work of 
the Executive, MessrS. Kajee, Pathar, Nursoo, Naidu and Ismail who rendered 
admirable service at Capetown with other chosen delegateS- Generally speak. 
ing, we approve of the settlement though certain parts we must oppose, especiaUy 
restrictions on the municipal land sales and the tacit refusal to restore our lost 
muvicipal franchise. We insist on 'no ta~ation without representation,' as our 
inalienable right. There are also many things undecided needing examination .. 
To-day we are more concerned with the inteDtion of the Bill than the actual 
wording_ We recognise the change of heart and warmly welcome it. It is, as 
Dr. Malan says, an agreement in the nature of a11 honourable, friendly uDder. 
standing. Therefore we,. lndi_a~, must reg.ard it even more binding, forfoif we 
depart from tlte honour, we are refusing · to act as gentlemen, which is r us 
impossible. · · 

"We believe that this agreement is an indication of South ACrica'sdesire 10 do 
~ight by u&. . I am c:ert~in ~~t, if ~ur re~olutions and criticisms are practical and 
useful,. they WJll rocetve proper constdera ttoa fi om the Union Ministers. There 
ia mncb, in the agreeme~t w~ch commends itself, reflecting patience and courage 
of both the Govemmen s. · · · 

"We wisl!, h.?weve~, 10 empbati;<e t~e fact tha; i~ Cnture, as in the past, we 
tball be ~ober 1n ~ur c;lema~s, 'U:St tn our asptrattons, persistent in our eJI'orts 
aDd repud~~te alllegJslahon preJUdtetal to our honour. We are determined, as 
Soulll Afracans, to shoulder !be burdens of our adopted country as well as claim 
~be privit~es. We want a definite political status and demand it 

# ·"During the COI!ling ye~r, our E~ecutiye must supply th; Agent-General 
Wlth the necessary JDformatJO'I enabhn"" bil!l to secure full implementina of ... ..: 
a~reeme~t,'• ~ · . · · ~ utV 
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The Aonual Report. 
Mr. Kajee, Con$'ress Secretary, then read his annual report, sh~wing remark

able ability and untiring energy. He mentioned the South Africa prayer.day as the 
found~ti~n of t~e success a~biev7d •. "Apart from the efficacy of tbe prayer t?efore 
the Dtvme Betng, the qutelenmg miluence of such a great peace(ul gather1ng is 
au:premely important. lf causes be looked for regarding the change in European 
opJDion, prayer-day is the chief. Wben the Delegation came. we were privih:ged 
to obtain, on innumerable occasion~r interviews and consultations of the hi~hest 
importance. We could not have been treated better, and we would desue to 
record our gratitude, to Messrs. Nur500t Camay and Rasul, who represented 
Transvaal t Messrs. Ismail, Khangool and. Mahomed Khan, the Cape Province; 
Mr. Naidu, Natal; l\lr. Pathet, the Treasurer of the Congress; Mr. Hawa, Vice
President; and aiso th:lSe present, and Mr. Godfrey~ We had joint sub-com· 
mitees with the delegates, entering into the minutest details. We, therefore, 
duly express our full satisfaction thanking specially the Hon. lead~r for his 
courtesy and kindness. It is a matter for pride to our community that the Rt. 
Hon. V. S. a Sastri and Sir Pberoze Sethna were the guests of our esteemed 
colleague, Mr. Sorabjee Rustomjee.."' 

Mr. Kaje& then thanked the Indian National Congress, paying a special 
tribute to Mahatmaji and Mrs. Sarojini Naidu. Tho Co~ress then adjourned, 

Next day, the 13TH MARCH, when the Congress met, there was remark
able unanimity regarding the acceptance of tbe Kound Table Conference agree
ment and grateful appreciation of tb~ work of the delegation with an earnest 

·petition to the Viceroy to make Mr. Sastri the 6rst A$ent Gen~ral. 
Division of opinion only came concerning local ISSues, but a wise decision 

was taken to retain the- Durban headquarterS of the Con~ress and reappoint 
en bloc for the ensuing year all the Congress officers retinng. Johannesburg 
desired to be the headquarters, but Mr. Kaj<e. (Durban) bad done such splended 
work that preferably the oftice remained there. 

Reiollitiolia~ 

. The main resolution was foltom: "The Congress accepts the Romid Table. 
Agreement as an honest attempt to find a solution and is prepared to work it 
aa such, while reserving the right to protest against confiscation of th-: municipal 
franchise, the restriction on municipal sates of land and the penaUsing clauaes 
of the Colour Bar Act. The Congress reserves the right critically to examine 
any new draft bill imvlementing the Agreement. 

A second resolution recorded the heartfelt thanks and dee!' appreciation of 
the unparalleled services of the Delegation, creating a new frteadiy atmosphere 
aDd reaching a settlement honourable to both sides,. which opened avennues of 
further development to the Indian community in South Africa. 

A third resolution condemned the unautborised and misleading cables from 
Durban CODcerning South African Indian settlement. The strongest language 
was used concerning this. 'Ihe so-caUed Natal Vigilance Association, whicb was 
bitterly anti-Congress and ludicrously unrepteaentive, was also condemned5 

Allother resolution earnestly asked Mr. Saatri to become the Agent General. 
All these resolutions were passed unanimously, and c:ordiaUy, with the stroag 

support of each provin~. 



lnterpelJations in Assembly 
On Indians Abroad. 

Poll-tax on Indians in K<nya. 
On the 27TH JANUARY, the Hon. Mr. Bhore, replying to Mr. N.C. Kelkar's 

question regarding poll-tax on Indian~ in .~en~ .said tha~ ~e Government had 
received a representation from the Impenal <;1t1zenship Ass~ctatton on Ken_Ya PoU
T ax and said: nyes, I may, howt:vertmentton that an ordJDance on prectsely the 
same lines as the Asiatic Poll-Tax Ordinance has been passed by the Kenya 
Legislative Council in respect of Europeans, but under it Europeans wlll pay a ~x 
of 30 shillings while Indians pay 20 shillings only. The Government are tn 
communication with the Colonial Government. · 

Grant of Permit to Dr. Sudhindra Bose to Visit India.· 
On the 31ST JANUARY Mr. Gaya Prosad Singh and Mr. Belvi asked 

with reference to the grant of permit or emergency certificate to Dr. Sudhindr:a 
lk.se to . visit India.-" Has the attention of the Government been drawn to his 
letter published in ""Ihe Amrita Bazar Patrikan dated the 15th December 19%6, 
in which he complains that he has not yet succeeded in getting a permit to 
visit India in spite of the assurance given by Mr. H .. S. Amery in the House of 
Commons in February last that Dr. Bose could, at any time, obtain a certificate? 
(b) Win the Government be pleased to state definitely whether they have any 
objection to allow Dr. Bcse to visit India t If they have none, what faciliues 
have they c.ffered or are willing to cffer to Dr .. Bose in this direction 'l 

Sir Alexander Muddiman repli•d : 'Ihe newspaper article referred to d
not accurately state the position since his renunciation of British Indian na
ticuality. On becoming an American citizen shortly after the outbreak of the 
war, Dr. Sudhindra Bose has on two or three cccasion-s applied for facilities 
to visit India. I have previously stated in this House that it was considered 
inadvisable to grant him a "British passport as a passport constitutes a proof 
ot natic..Dal status and since the judgment of the Supreme Court of the U.S. A. in 
the case oi U.S. A. versus llbagat S1ngh Thind, the national status of Indians 
naturalized in the U. S. A. bas betn a matter of doubt. Dr .. Dose was, however, 
informed that the Government ot India bad no objection to tbe issue to him of 
an emergency certificate for a direct journey to Ind1a. I am not aware when 
Dr. Bcse first applied for an emergency certificate. Our failure to issue one to 
him immediately was due to a misunderstanding by the British representatives 
in America. '!.his was corrected and Dr. Bc.se was informed by the Briti~h 
Embassy e-arly in 1926. that he could have an emergency certificate on application 
to the prc.per authoritit:s.. If, as is alleged, he is stm not in possession of the 
cer~iiicate, lt is to be presumed that he has not applied for it. Dr. Btse did, 
as a matter of fact, conespond with the British embassy en the subject in the 
beginning of 1929 1\hen he sought for an assurance that he would be granted 
a safe et.nduct and facilities for his return to the United States.. This unusual 
assurance the Government of India were not prepared to give. No conditions 
were laid down for the issue of a certificate. 

Indians in Kenya. 
On the 31ST JANUARY the pcsiticn ol Indians in Kenya was raised by 

:Mr. G-a}a Frasad S1n6h 1\ho asked; (a) Has the attention of •he Government 
tctn ttla\~n to the 1cllGl\ing ttsolutu.n passed by the Indian National Ccngress 
at Ca\..hatt c.~ 1he :a,-th, D.(cur.bf::.r 1~6 that u in the opinicn of the Q.ngreS& 
!he. p1ognssrvely ttSlnct~\'e leg1slatttn asainst the ln<tian settlets of Kenya as 
JDdiCatcd l..y th~ l:att.st ac:ucn of the Ktnya Governmt:nt in increasing the original 
J.011-tax of 20 :ihdlJDbS "hith by cuncncy manipulation, was raised to 30 shilling• 
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and which has now been raised to so shillings by legislation, is calculated to 
demonstrate afresh that British imperialism means the conversion of interests 
at the cost of lndian interests, liberty and aspiration f» {b) Js it a fact that in 
Kenya a aum of .lJZ.poo is requ1red for the education of about ,00 European 
children only and £20,000 for tbe education of about 2,318 lnd1an children f 
(c) Will the Government kindly state why Indians alone have been subjected 
to the payment of poll-tax and what steps. if any, have they taken or {J'ro.
posed to take in this matter T Is it a fact that in 1920 a deputation of East 
A!ricaa Indians waited upon His Excellency the Viceroy for the redress of 
this wrong? 

Mr. Bhore, in reply1 said that answer to (a) was in·the affirmative. As 
regards (b) the Government had not yet received official information on this 
point but understood that t~e position was as stated. As regards (c) the Hon. 
Member was mistaken in supposing that indians alone had been subjected to 
poll~tax. There was also a poU~tax at a higher rate on Europeans. The Govern.. 
ment or lndia had made representation regarding the system of financing 
communal education in Kenya. 'The answer to the second part of this question 
was in the negative. 

Supplemenl2ry enquiries by Messrs K. C. Roy and Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar 
elicited that the Government of India is in correspondence with the Colonial 
Office on tbe subject. 

Tbe Fiji Deputation's Report. 
On the 1ST FEBRUARY, replying to a ques.ion of!lfr. Gayaprasad Singh 

•nd the supplementary enquiries of Pandit Hridaynath Kunz.ru, Mr. Bhore 
declared that the Fiji Deputation•s report was highly contentious. lcs publi
cation would only provoke a rejoinder from Fiji authorities as diametrjca](y 
opposed views were held on the subject and would destroy the present atmoa
phere of helpful negotiations promising proper settlement. 

Kenya Affaira. 
On the 9TH FEBRUARY, replying to Pandit Hirdayanath Kunzru, Mr. 

llhore said tbat tbe Government of India were aware tbat the proposal demanding 
an elected European majority in the Kenya Legislature bail been mooted by 
leaders of the European noiH){ficial community and the matter was receivtng the 
attention of the Government of India who were alive to the issue involved. 
- Replying to Pandit Hirdayanath Kunuu's supplementary question, Mr. 
Bhore admitted tbat tbe Kenya White Paper laid down tbat the colony would 
not get self-government but Mr. Bhore wanted regular notice to answer the 
query whether Sir B. N .. Sarma had given an undertaking to publisb the Fiji 
Report and as to when tbe Fiji Government urged tbe non-publication of this 
report. 

Position of Indians in Fiji. 
On tbe 15TH FEBRUARY, replying to Gaya Prasad Singh, Mr. J, W. Bhore, 

(Education Secretary) admitted tbat as condition precedent to the appointment 
of the Indian Deputaticn, the Fiji Government, in the Fiji Royal Gazette in 
June 1921 bad guaranteed tbat tbe position of Indiana in Fiji would in aU 
respects be ~ual to that of any other class of His Majesty's subjectL It w.as 
true that on the Fiji Advisory Executive Council there was not a single Indian. It 
was equally true that restrictions bad been placed on Indians in Fiji in the 
matter of loitering in towns between 11 p. m. and 5 p.m., while no such res
triction existed in the case of Europeans. Mr. bhore said that applications 
for lands by Indians were generally limited to 10 acres of agricultural land 
with 20 acres of grazing land, but J( an applicant showed he bad means to work 
a large area, the application was seldom refused. 1\1 regards any steps on 
the part of the Government of India in this directioo, they were still io corres. 
pondence and were unable to ~e a sta.~ement. . . 

Replying to .a further queouon ol ~-aya Prasad S1n~b, !If.!• Bhore !!aid tbat 
representations 1n regard to the abolmon o( poll-tax 1n Fl)\ and enlarg1nr 
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municipal franchise in certain localities made by the Colonies Committee of the 
Government of India and the decisions arrived at by the Colonial Office were 
recorded in the correspondence on the position of Indians in Fiji which had 
been published in the resolution of the Government of India No. 24 Overseas 
dated the 1zth January 1927. These were matters on which the elected Indian 
representatives in the local councU would be in a position to press the views of 
the Indian community on the Colonial Government and the Goveniment of India 
did not propose to take any further steps at present. It was understood that 
restrictions were in force regarding gun licences and purchase of arms by 
Indians but the Govetnment of India have no infotmation as to wbat precisely 
these restricticns were~ No fi~ures were available from which incidence of 
taxation of different communiues· in Fiji might be compared. Indians were at 
present represented by one nominated member of the Fi/"i Legislative Council and 
under the decision recently arrived at by the Colonia Office will be temporarily 
represented by three nominated members until necessary changes can- be made 
in the Letters Patent to enable the Indian community to return ~elected mem
bers to the CounciL "Ihe question of their representation in muntcipal councils 
has been referred for the consideration of the Colonial Government and would, 
it is understood, be examined in the first instance by a local committee on which 
the Indian community would be absolutely represented. 

To a further question by the same member, Mr. Bhore replied : " The Inter
Departmental Cc.nference heid in London in 1917 published certain proposals 
for a new assisted S)·steui of emigration to Fiji among other colonies for public 
information and criticism.. Assisted emigration to Fiji had not been opened and 
no questicn of enforcing the recommendations of that conference therefore arises'• • 



Proceedings of the 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

AND 

COUNCIL OF STATE. 

Jan.-June 1927. 



The Council of State. 
Tile CoUncil afStaie colinnem:ed its winter sesaioa on the 8TH FEBRUARY, 

in the new Council Chamber, New Del!il next to the Legislative Asserablt• Ther6 
was a fair attendance of members. 

Ollieial Business. 
The Secn!taiy l'ead a message from the latt Assembly lignifyiag its·~....,. 

ment to the amendment• made by the Council to tbe indian Bar Council Bill. 
:I"birteeJi Bills passed by the Ceatral Legislature in the last seo!ioa and -eated 
td by the G:ivetilor-General were meotiontd, These included· the Workmen'• 
C.:.mpensation Act, the Cantonment Amendment Act, the Criminal Procedure 
Code third amendment Act, the Indian Bar Councilo Act and the Indiall 
Evidence Act. . · 

Piiviletea EnqiJifY Comfllittee'• Report. 
Afier abOut fOrtY. questiolls !lad been answm!d, the President ks cbaitrltlltl 

pr,!senttd !he tti>?'t bt the Conl'!'ittee otl the ptiVileges of the HoUSe. . The Com
mthee was apJ?OIDtl!d >.\ the !nstan:e of Mr. K. C. Roy, but be baVJng gone to 
tilt lts!!embly, Stt Henry Moncrtef Sm1lh presented til! report. He added that 
if the memberS desired. to pursue the matter, thei! the prol'!'r course for them 
wa~ Jo mave resolutio~ !Or tlie ret:onuJ;>tudations _of, the. Ciniunittee being givell 
eft'ect to. . The resolution Should be subJect to admtl!Ston and ballot process. 

The Committee consisted of Sir Mabomed Hablbullab, Messrs. S. R. bas, 
t. Crerar, Ramdas Pantulu, Sir Arthur Froom, Sir Umar Hayat Khan and Sir 
binsbalv Wacha. 

Scnpe of the Enquiry. 
The. first question considered wa5 the scope nf the Commit!ee's deliberationa 

Wilh speCial reference to_ the following two _suggestions bf the Hon. Mr. Ramdaa 
Pan~!'!•: (t) _Th•t ,vhere a member· of tl!• Council o S!:tte has commltt~ an 
elechon cffeiice,,he thould be treated as havzng commuted a breach of prlvtlege 
and bis case shoUld be dealt with by ibe Connell and not by ordinal)' crlmi!lal 
Courts; {z) that tbe priVilege~ and Immunities ot members Of the legislature 
should be incorporated in .the Gnvernlllent of India Act wltell tbe Acl is nekt 
amended. It was dtcided by a majority that qtiestiolls of general powers, 
privileges an<! iinmuniti!!ll should b~t be disctissed but tba_t tbe Comtnitlee, by Irs 
terms of reference-, was ctttly authoriSed tO cOnsider the- guestioD of the privileges 
enjoycit by memUers of the Council as distinct fioin tlie privileges of tbe COuncil 
as a body. The above twb suggesiiODS wete, thetelbre, not considered. 

Members' Allowancea. 
The Hbtl. Mt, Rani!Was Pantuhl sUggested that inenlbers should only be 

permitted to dtalv dally allo1vance fot 3 daJI' rellidence befOre aDd after tbe 
meetings nf the Coullci! lbstead nf fOr 7 ua.,. as •t p-ent. The Coinnilttoe 
decided unailimoua1y to sug,est te ~. Cbuncil tu recommend to the Government 
~to redtice tbe exiStlllg .period of 7 di\'1 to 3 daya provided tbat a majority of 
DoD-official mentbera of tite Goundl a~ of that opinfon~ 

'IIii: Committee Utlan!Ril)usly decided to IU!<I!'!St to tbe COI!m:il to "'oomml!lld 
to tit!: Goverllmel\1 tbat hi 1M oase of """'nllicial members; a daily allowandl 
at half the daily rate admissible during a session should be paid fot dayl cttupied. 
in travelliag to and from the place of aitting of the Council provided• (a) that 
the samf privilege is extended to the membel'S of the AssemMy and (b) that the 
J!roposal meets with ib!: approval nr a majority or the ilon-<>fficial membett nf 

·ihe Council. . . _ 
21) 
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Titles. 
The Committee decided by a majority that there were no gn>unds for the 

alteration of the rule by which a member can reserve a wh'lle compartment. The 
Committee, with the exception of the Han. Mr. Ramdas Pantulu, w.as unani. 
mously of opinion that memflers of the Council ought to retain the title of 'Hon'ble.' 
The majonty were further of opinion that io any caseJ the Cnmmittee ought nttt 
to make any recommendation on the subject of titles for the reason that confer
ment of honours is a prerogative of the Crown which in India is delegated to 
His Excellency the Viceroy and not to the Governor-General in Council 

Allowances to Resident Members. 
The Hon. Sir Arthur Froom proposed that a member who is a resident of 

the place in which tbe Council is sitting should be entitled to receive daily 
allowance. The Committee decided to suggest to the Council to recommend to 
the Government that in such cases, a member should be made eligible for daily 
allowance for the days on which he attends a sitting of the House or of a 
Committee of which be is a member. · 

Position in the Warrant of Precedence. 
The Hon. Mr. Ramadas pantulu proposed that members of beth houses should 

be given a definite position in the warrant of precedence.. The Committee 
unanimously decided to place on record that it has been brought to its notice 
that owing to the absence of a place in the warrant of precedence for members 
of the legislature. such members do not al\\·ays receive on public official occasions 
in the provinces the recognition to which 1heir position entitles them. A majority 
of the Committee were of opinion that they should not make any recommendation 
for the assignment of a place in the warrant to members of the Council of State 
as they understand that the warrant is designed to regulate precedence, S3lely 
of officials amongst themselves. They think, however. that tbe attention of tho 
Government should be drawn to the necessitf of taking steps to secure that 
members of the Council should have a recognised position at public functions of 
tbe nature referred to. • 
. EXemption from Arms Act. 
· The Hon. Mr. Ramadas Pantulu proposed that the privilege of exemption 
from tbe operation of the Arms Act should exteod to ex-members of the Council 
of State for life. The Committee decided by a majority that since tbe Council 
on 26th February 1923 expressly negatived the lesser proposal that ex-members 
should be entitled to obtain licences, they were not competent to consider this 
question in the absence of a reference u ad hoc.." 

The Hon. Mr. Ramdas Pantulu proposed that it should be suggested to the 
Council of State to recommend to the Government that the local Governments 
should be forbidden to take punitive or preventive action against members of 
the central legislature who were touring in the discharge of their public duties 
without informing the Government of India. The Committee decided to make no 
recommendation. 

The Committee considered tbe following three questions which were raised 
in tbe debate on tbe Hon. Rao Sahib Dr. Rama Rao's resolution moved on 
15th February 1926 viz., equal representation of the Council and tbe Assembly 
on the Standing Advisory Committee and like iutroduction of a larger number 
of important bills in the Council with the corollary of preference of a larger 
number of bills to a Select Committee of tbe Cooncil and the establishment of a 
convention that voting by the Assembly of grants of the Council of State allowance 
etc., should not be made tbe occasion for attacks upon the Council. Tbe 
Committee decided that these questions ·appointing it as it bad been decided to 
ao interpret that resolution. 

Official Bills. 
The Hoo. Sir Mabomed HabibuBah, the introduced a Bill to ameod the Provi

dent Funds Act of 1925 extending the privileges of providing for old age to all 
c:I!IS""' of educational atld admiJiistratlve bodies, 
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The Hon'ble Mr. S. R. Das introduced the Bengal Tenancy Act of t88S 

Amendment Bill altering pecuniary limits in rent suits as recommended by lhio 
Civil Justice Committee. 

Lastly, Mr. Brayne: introduced the Madras Salt Act Amendment BiU sou 
to fix the minimum charge tbat could he levied to meet the cost of preventive 
establisbment whicb bad recently increased while there bad heen lowering of 
salt duty from Rs. 2-8 per maund to Rs. 1 ·4 a maund. Tke House then adjourned. 

· Prohibition of Alcoholic Liquors. 
On the 9TH FEBRUARY, the Hon. Ramadas Pantulu moved for the 

adoption of a policy of prohibition of the use of alcoholic liquoi'S in local 
administrations under the direct control or the Government Of India. He 
confined his motion to these local administrations in order to raise the whJle 
question of the policy of prohibition as otherwise he could not do sot excise 
being a transferred subjecl in the provinces. The $.:iovernment's pobcy had 
been one of regulation as opposed to prevention or prohibition. This policy 
had1 however, been one of mt:re negation~ The Hon. Mr. Ramadas traced 
the excise policy from the time of Lord Crew and emphasised that Mr. 
Brayne?s amendment for a policy of moderation was exactly what was 
laid down in t898t but which had tailed to reduce consumption. There were 
reliable statistics available to show that reductions in the consumption of 
alcoholic liquors had not resulted in a corresponding decrease in the consumption 
of other cbea,P. drink. Thus the popular belief that drink evil bad grown was 
absolutely juatdied. Prohibition was the need of the b>ur in the interests of the 
poor people of India. That this was possible was his firm conviction from 
his study of what was going in the lt-Iadras Proviuce. He need not, 'hcrerefMe 
allude to the experience of Ameri~ Alcohol was next to poison and stunted 
. the growth of the population both in quality and number. 

Mr. Brayne's AmenJment. 
Mr. Brayne moved an amendment that a policy designed to promote and 

ensure moderation in the use of alcoholic liquors be adopted in local administra
tions under the direct control of the Government of India. This fOrmula he 1aid1 
•J>itomised the Government of India's policy desi~ed to check consumption by 
limiting the sale of liquor and consulting local opin•on wherever possible. Pro
hibition, on the other band, was not moral inasmuch as it interfered with the 
liberty of the subject. The State bad no right to inlerfere wilh the domestic 
concerns ot' individual~ unless there was evidence of such serious abuse aa to 
prove a menace to the safety and well-being of the ~pulation. Moreover, pr0a 
bibition would result in illicit buying and consumption of liquor. Indeed, this 
had happened and was happening in America. In areas covered by the 
resolution, there was no evidence ot any great drink evil. Since 188.3 there had 
betn a decrease of so per cent in the quanti~ of imported liquor and Correa. 
pODding decrease in the consumption. This poltcy would be pui'Sued so that 
mrther progress might be achieved in the reducuon of consumption. Tbia was 
the only aafe and sure policy. . 

The amendment of Mr. Brayne was put and carried by 21 against 14 votes. 
The resolution as amended was then carried, non-officiall not cballenging a 
diviaioa. . 

Central Road Fund Scheme. 
Mr. Suhrawardy moved a resolution recommending tbat the prccetdl o( 

taxation on motor transport be earmarked in a aeparate account for road 
development and that a Centrnl Road Development Fund under the Government 
of India be formed, out of wbicb a yearly grant be made to each local Govern
ment according to its needs aDd necesaiues for the development of quicker 
transport in rural areas for the benefit of the agriculturists in lndiL Mr. 
S uhrawardy pointed out that his resolution was intended to improve the ~~al 
and ecollOmic condition of the agriculturiltL J t would secure sufficieDt mobd1ty 
ot labour aud would alao help to equalise the prices in agricu1!ural produ!=C aud 
~heapen imported goodl. The &peaker sugsested tbat heavy unport dulles oa 
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mat<>r vehicles aTe to be <:OnSiderabl)' Teduced as recomm.ende~ ~ th.e T.axation 
Enquiry Committee-. A heavy taxation might bring in a large ~ev,en.ue to the: 
Govefl)ment cofl"ers but jt wou_1d ac.t as ;L restraint on quicker and ~nvenient 
transport In rural areas. He_ gathered _from their report t_hat the ,Pr~sent dnty 

.1¥3.5 a-boat 30 per cent. ·ReducttoQ Of th1s 1mport duty was sur~ to Jive ampl_f? 
facilit'ies !or the increase of ~ade in rural parts and the Government .would not 
have to incur any loss in matters of revenue. He, therefore., suggested that 
the Government should reduce the impart duty .on motor vehicles to an appre
ciable ~xtent a.ud obol'\d -IDark .the r.evenu~ derWed fro1n ~s ~llfCO ""'cl,l,lsjvely 
for tbe.deyelopme»t of reads a~ l!I'Pr<>VOme't of r¥ral tran!ljWrt, . • 

Sir Artb\Ir Froom, "i>ile ,supporting !Jte motion, did ,Mt ,agre~ -wn,h •ts 
WPwi.tig,. lj.., ~)le,refore, m<>Ved au am~dme>,~t !or a C,..mmi.ttu.. iru;l)ldtpg 
members ofboth Houses .of the Central Legtsl;lture .ro examine the l]es>rabj.bty l>i 
de>Jeloping rt>a,ds and tO ~er the formation of .a Ccntr.al ;Road Boa<d 
for the purpcse of advisiug in regard to and co-ordinati.Rg !be policy in .r,eljl>e<:t 
of road development. Sir A~tbur ezn!>hal;ised that hi$ ~meJ>t ,1Ni\S ~o,t 
antagot>is:ic lO .the maw resolution. 1l"he presem ~tion was .that l,itt.le P.F 
110 advantage lt;od ;been -takeu .of motor ~a.ro and motO¥ lorr.ies ,an\1 .DIQtor 
trans~rt; ·but withou.t .g90d roads there was ao ~.in im~r~ing I:Ju$;C.moder~ 
metllOds.o! trat>Sport. The proposal was !' pro¢uc·ive one, fo.r ,any d,e,ek>pment 
of roads wOIJid .co,... ~ack Jn the shape of in~ed agriculwr,al pwspe.--i!J!. • 

Mr • .Suhr.awardy, thereupon, .accepted the amepdme.!lt wbi~ !1'3• c,ar,t;ted 
without ;u~y dissenti~ voice. 

<Official and Non-Official Bills. 
"Mr. ~. C. D. 'Chari moved that instructicns •be lssued to official membets 

of the Centra'! Legislature~o re!rai!l from voting on non-cfficial biUs and resolu
tions in the Indian legislature.. -He .said ·there was no diffic~, ·legal OT con
stitutional, in the way of acce,pting the motion. Tl,le only question was whether 
it was necessary or ex,Pedie_nt. Tlj.e _s_peaker quoted ela,borately from the Montagu~ 
Chelmsford ·report <to show ·how die present practice vitiated fhe very object 
which 1he framers of .the constitution b.ad in view. It shou]4 be the ol;>ject of 
..,e dlicial .members to·give eft<ct to the comtitution and the Government should 
accede•to1'he View exptessed ·in the motion. The control of the Secretary of 
State ilad 'been ·retaxed 'solely to give full expression to the vieW.. of.non,cfficial 
memben and his motion was quite in accordance with t~t pclicy, It was never 
fhe intention ·of 'Parliament that lhe cfficial block should be uSed in m:der to 
'indit ect!y defeat fhe popnlar view which must be given ·full ,sccpe .unde.r the A, ct. 

The resoJutiml was rejected witbou.t division. · . 
$eparation ,of P0s;s and ;l:e!e~ral!~ 

Dr. 'Rama Rao m<>Ved othat othe Posts and 11'-elegrapb.depar-tment-a.nd their 
accoUDtaobe separated. He -said ~hat the 'l:elegr"ph (\ep;lr~mi!Dt was wol'king 
at "'ccnsidexable.Wss·a.ud wai .cousequentlya hea"Y .cbag on the Postaldcpal't
ment. 'Ibis .onjust .and ·unequal combination went •to .dep<ive.tbe masses•who 
availed themselves of the Pesta! service in a much larger me3me ¢han ~eg~apb 
of the tbODefits of clleap pcB!ajje. jrh .... -wasnoecouomy.oilber4n~be...,.king 
ofthe~·.two,departmeniSiOil"ther,ofar in spite of jt some .old superior .&<aft' 81ill 
continued. Nor was any valid ground adduced by the Government for .a com
bined system except that teleg"'J'b charges was paid for in postage stamps 
and there would l>e difficulty in apportioning revenues in each department. 
ILbis·heostated•as ... fii~ ·gronnd. No ·SUCh difficulty existed ·in ~be C8$e or· 
unified •receipt .atamps Jn-v.hich-<Vatious-provinc;ial G:wemments had a -share and 
aone<Should exist in-this case.wbeJe .appol'tionl!lent<ould·be more -easily- dfected. 
kl•the,iftte18SIS~·the-masses, be· urged the oeparation<>f tbese·two departments. 
• U'he R&alutionwaslost'Witbout-1!ivisioo. The Conncil1ben adjourned. 

Ollicial Bills . 
. on the :Hil'H FEBRUAR¥, six £fficial bills .were placed 011 ,the .order 

paper. Three, of tbeae had been tlllmducod at its ntat ~itting -and .two .alread' 
pa6sed b.y the.A-bi1. 
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On the motion of the Hon'ble Mr. Corbett, the Council al[reed to tl)e in

troduction of the Bin amendinJt the law re1atin~ to provisions m_amtenance and 
control of light housts by the Government in Brolish India. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Das moved for _consideration o( the Bill amending the 
Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885. 'fbe <:ouncil passed the Bill without discussion. 

Sir Mabomed 'HabibuUab's Bill amendinl( the Provident Fund Act ·1925 
was taken into consideration. Me ·emphasised that it was to aft"ord relief to the 
desei"Yiog class of public servants in educahonal institutions. 

The Hon'b1e S. R. Pas, Law Member, then moved the House for considera
tion Of tl)e Bill amending· the Limita.tion Act 1908, Secticn 20 and 21 as passed 
by tJ,le As~bly. ;He said t~t the alteration~ made !n the 1aw were th~ :results 
of su~rgesuons made by the ·~ower chamber .\0 the Btll passed by t~e Counc.il 
last August. ~ · · 

Pn- .the moti'l" of the Law Member, the Coyncil )l;lssed th~ ReJiiStq>tion 
').~of 1go8 AmeDdm<:ut Bi1,1 ;ts p~sed )>y the ~mb,ly. · · 

J.\.lleu Ule :Madras Salt Act Amendment l!iU w.as .~~k~ into consid.eralion 
1\fo".l<aroadas Panl<llu .e-essed his diJiiculty ill according support to a measure 
which left taxation 'to the Executive.. It was a lare.e!m;le.r to ask the Couo.cit 
t<> .entr.ust ,the Cenlr.ll .Soard ,or Revenue with this pow.er. Asly cess kvied would 
ultimat~ fall on the COW!umer. He ..,anted statistic•! ,4,et;oils re!atilljl ,to lial>ility 
be.fi>rehe~ to pasaing the Bill. Tbe Rouse tllenadjatlrl'ed· 

Valdis as ~bief ]ustices. 
On ·tile ,14T,ll FEBRUARY another -bat,ch of §ix non..official resAuti:as 

w,;~s ,pla,ced,fo~ conside<ation by the Ca~ncll.of State- · 
'Ihe Hon'ble Mr. V. Ramadas ·Pantulu ·moved a -resolution for the amend

ment of the Government of India Act so as to permit the appointment of H~h 
· Court Vakils .as permanent .chief Justices of High .COurto of Judicature in Jnd1a. 

He pointed out that lbe &isting disability arose {rom ohe construction of the 
ambiguously worded Section 101. The difficulty really lay in the interpretation 
of words in an obscure proviso to the Section, the words being'' including the 
()hjef Justices and ~luding Addhional Judges!' -Tbe matter tame to " head 
when 6ir -K. SriDivasa -Iyengar ·was proposed to ·he appointed as the Chief 
Justioe of·the Madras High Court and at that time ·His Majesty's Government 
was advised not -to depart from the existing J)Tacti~. The la~e Mr. M®tn.gu 
was r.eady·to recogtiise that ·Vakils were 11s able as Barristers and therefore 
should "'ot ·he ·11revented from being raised to .the rank of permanent Chief 
Justice. ·¥ et in ·the year of grace of 1927 the provision -was ihere 110t O!!ily at 
an anomaly, .but as a barbarous anachronism. The Law Membership of't·he 
Govemment·of India was tbrown·open to -VakHs atld two --appointments' on I he 
Judicial-Committee of the ·Privy O:tuncilwerealso-thrownopen·to.YakiJs. But 
while a .Vakil could act as a Chief Justice, he was 11ot allowed to ·bold the post 
permanently. With few notable exceptions, Barrister Chief Justices--had been 
lOund sadly .wanting in eesential qualities fl:lr the post. 

~be motion-was-withdrawn. · 

'l'-fe,r of~ Head-Qua-
Sir Ebrahim Jaffer mOYed that ·orders for the 1ransfer of Poona district 

head-quarters from Poona to Secunderabad he immediately cancelled. He 
wished to _make it clear tbat he bad absolutely no intention of interfering with 
anY military strategy. As soan ;~s ·the move was mooted, citirena and ·public 
bodies of Pciona expressed their disapproval of the change. lllany meetings qf 
protest bad heen held in an endeavour to peiSuade the Army Department to 
CODI!Iider their dc.cisicn. ·-He ~posed this move on bchaJC Of the Poona cl~i~ens, 
bousO'holders, shop-keepers and merchants wbo feared C911Siderable ,loss at a 
time when trade depression was beginning to pick 11p. He opposed tbe transfer 
on economical grounds as well as a Jatge sum of money would bave to be·sa~t 
on ereelion of a new bungalow and head-quarters office at Secunderabad. · 

The reaolution waJ defeated. • 



. THE cob.NctL oF STATE 
. The National Demand. 

The next resolution of Kumar Sanl..~r Roy' Cha.udhuri for effect being given 
to the National Demand was not moved following the example of members in 
the Assembly. 

Amendment of Income-Tax Act. 
Mr. P. C. Desikacbari moved the followin~ resolution:-" This Council 

recommends to the Govemor.General in Council to introduce a Bill in the 
Central Legislature to amend the Indian Income-tax Act by the introduction of 
(a) a proviS1cn <.n English lints for allowances in respect of wives, children and 
dependants of aSStssee, (b) a provisjon on English lines for objections and 
appeals against aSStssment, (c) a provisit..n for differentiation for income-tax 
purpcses between eamed and unearned incomes and {d) a provision for giving 
efitoct to the recommendaticn of the Taxatkn Enquiry Committee for setting 
c.jf the loss sustained in one year against prcfits earned in a subsequent year". 

Mr .. Chari, in a long speech, referred in detail to the English practice under 
each head and quoted a!so the vie\\S of Dr. Paranjpye of die Taxation En.;. 
quiry Committee on the subje:ct. 'lhe ptinciplt"s embodied in the resoluticn 
1\-ere an admitttdly sound and he saw no insurmountable objection to their being 
iDcorpotated in lndian law.. · 

Sir Maneckjee Dadabhoy, supporting the resolution, said most of the. 
amendments urged in the Jaw were of the right character. His opinion was 
that these must be adoptea immediate:y but for unfortunate reasc.ns, neither 
the Council nor the Assemlly had discussed the Taxation Committee1s report 
llbich dealt with several questicns concerning taxaticn. He, therefore, endorsed 
the view generally exprc.sscd and in order to give it a practical touch he moved 
an amendment for a committee of memberS of both Houses of the Central Legis-
lature to consider the desirability of amending the Income-tax Act on the lines 
suggested by the mover. 

Mr. Desikachari agreed to the amendment for a Committee aDd 1he resolu· · 
tion as amended was carried, the Government not challenging a division. 

Inter..Oass Accommodation in S. I. R. 
Mr. Rama Rao moved for provision of inter-class accommodation in the 

South Indian Railway, both metre and broad gauges, and fixing of the fare for 
tbat class at five pies per mile, the same as that charged by the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway Company. The mover criticised the South indian 
Railway Administratitn aDd said that the kadway Company had been defying 
public opinkn in the matter of providing and improvmg inter-class accommoda-
tion in their tlains. 1.·hey had even suppressed the fact of provision of inter-class 
accommodation in up and dol\"n Ceylcn Hoat Mails from tlieir budget submitted 
to the Govetnment last year .. The Guvernnu:nt had also made a misleading 
and incorrect statemwt in the proceedings of the Standing Finance Commitee 
for railways that there. was no inter-class in S. L R..1 though actually there waa 
inter-class provided in two trains at last, albeit experimentally.. A maximum 
rate of 7 J' pies per mile was collected from pa~ers. lie quoted tacls 
and figures to show that the inter-..c1ass was popular 1n ~ l R. and urged on 
the Government to 1ake immediate steps to have inter.class accommodation 
provided in all mail and passenger t1ains of the S. I. Railway, both metre and 
broad gauges, and to fix the tare at five pies per mile. 

The Light-Hotll!eS Bill. 
On the 15TH FEBRUARY, the Council of State agreed to the motion of 

Mr. Corbett tbit "1 his Council do rocomrr.tnd to the Legislative Assembly tbat 
the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to the provision, maint~nance 
and ccntrol of light houses by the Govetnmtnt in .British India be referred to a 
Joint Cummiuee of tbis Co"ncil and of the Legislative Assembly and tbat the 
Joint Committee do ccnsist of 12 members.n . · 

The Law Member then moved that the bi11 relating to forests, transit of 
forett p~uce_and duty leviable LD timber and other fo1est produce bo takell 
JDto coDaideratJon,. 
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The bill was then taken into consideration and on tho motion o£ tbe La• 

Member, after certain verbal alterations the bill as amended was passed. 
Separate Province for tbe Andbras. 

On the t6TH FEBRUARY, fout< ·non~fticiat resolutions appeared on the 
order paper when the Council met. Mr. R'lma.d.as Pan tutu mwed :-

"This Council recommends to the Governar~Genera\ in Council to .advise 
His Maiesty's Government to take such steps as may be required to constitute 
the Audhra Telugu districts into a separate province with a full measure of 
responsible Government!' 

- Mr. Ramadas Pantulu traced tbe history of this question a.t great length. 
In particular .. he referred to the conditions laid down by Mr. CreraT, Home 
Secretary, when a propJSition for the separation of provinces on a 1inguiatic 
basis was brought forward last year. At that time, the conditions mentioned 
were that the community concerned must express tbem'lelves first in the matter, 
secondly, !hat there must be a stron"{ expres<Jion of public opinion and thirdly, 
public ~inion must in the firSt instance be expressed through the primary and 
constitutional channel, i.e., Legislative Council. AU these conditions had been 
fulfilled ·in !be case of ADdhra districts.. Successive conferences of the Andhl'd 
held under distinguished person'S like Sir B. N. Sarma, Raja of Panagal and 
Dewan Bahadur Ramachaodra Rao bad. e:tpressed themselves in favour of a 
separate province. The Andhras were po\itically·minded, progressive people. 
There was practically unanimity of opinion among the Andbra. members of the 
-Mad-ras Legislative Council in favour of a separate province. The claim of tho 
Andhras for a separate province; was recently conceded bv the establishment of 
a separate university. In pleading for a separate province, Mr. Ramadas Pantulu 
said he had in his mind the constitutional future of India as a federal form of 
Government. In outlining the scheme of Government for the Andhra districts, 
Mr. Ramadas Pantulu said: (1) The province is to he a unit of a congeries of 
self-governing Indian provinces assoeiate.t for certain purposes under a respon· 
sible Government of India on a truly federal &ad 9uasi-federal basis. (2) The 
Govemor of the province must be strictly a consututional Governor. (3) The 
provinces should have a unicameral, not a bicameral legislature entirely elected 
on the basis of universal adult franchise and on a system o£ proportional 
representation by a single tTansferab1e vote. A second chamber in a local 1egis-
1a•ure contemplated .by Section 84-A, Government of India Ac", is a grave danger 
wbich is to be guarded against. (41 The Executive sh"1uld be undivided and 
diarchy should completely disappear.. The Executive sh3ul.l be fully responslble 
to the legislature. (S) The province should enjoy as complete a measure of 
fiscal autonomy as is compatible wlth its relations to the Central Government 
and any_ agreed scheme of financial adjustments between the two. (6) Civil 
service should be organised and recruited on a provincial basis e"<Cept such aU
India .ervices as may be agreed upon between the Provincial ani the Central 
Governments. Covenanted Indian Civil Service should he abolished. (7) The 
Government of India should also be a Govetnment responsible to the legislature.. 
The defences of the country will he the exclusive province of the Central Govem· 
ment. 

The resolution was put and lost, 28 voting against and 11 for. 

Road and Railway Brldge at Mangalore. _ 
Dr .. Rama Rao moved his resolution asking that Netravati Bridge near 

Mangatore on the S. l. Railway line be made available also for cart traffic 
between Mangalore and neighbouring vtllages ofUUal, Permaoo>r, Kotekar etc. 
He said that owing to congestion in Mangalore and consequent unhealthiness 
of the town this extension was decided upon by Mr .. Vi bert, a rormer Collector 
of South Kanara and the village of U1Ial is now growing into a splendid. 
garden city through private enterpri-se resembling Malabar Hill of Bombay in 
all respects. The Netravati river between Maagalore and UlJal is not fordable 
except by boats and during the floods, passa~e is rendered almost impossible. 
'He requested the Government to make some provision for cart traffic along the 
railwa7 bridge wbicb he said ~auld he convenie11tly done "' tile bridge w.-
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already mean.t and suit,.bly ><:>nstructe4. f'!r the P'!rl'\l&e and thus give some relief 
to suffering Mangaloreans. The resolutton was wttlidrawn. 

Utilioing Interest on Muslims' Despasits 
S!t Elmthim Jaffer maved tll:it steps be tak~ll W tllllke a'nlilall!e tor the 

improvement and e~:pansion of Muslidt education aU illterest accruing from 
dtposits in postal savings banks and Government Sec:nrities belongillg to Mussa!
rnans \t·ho dd bot; owing to religious scrdplesi receive interest therefrom atrd 
ibat tbis lu·riuigement be given immediate effect .in the provinces itt which 
Muslim public opinion is agreeable to the scheme. The :mover pointed out that • 
snmm:lry of the opinions of prOvincial a!Jd dther minor Governments as forwarded 
to tile Government of India en the subject showed that the majority of Musli3 
consulted ate in favour of the fOrmation of a fund for the purpooe he ha 
Suggested and the majdrity oonsider that no serious religious susceptibilities.o 
the community will be offended• The majority of local Governments. also did 
not raise any objection in the scheme. There was a slight opposition to the 
ptopeoal on tile part bf a minority and tor this reasoll he had moved itt bia 
resolutiori that the: scheme be put 1nto immediate c>peration only in pro'9incel 
.,here there was no special opposition. .. 

The motion wa& declared tarried, th~ Govtrnment n?t challenging a division. 

Revision ot Court Fees. 
. On tile 22ND FEBRUARY, Mr. P. C. Deiskachari moved for ihe appointment 

oi atl expert committee. with a non.offi.cial majority to ~se the Court Fees Act 
aud the schedule thereto in such a manner as to pi~ch the seal~ of court fees as 
low as possible consistently with the production of revenue juSt suflicieilt to coVer 
all sana of admini.sttation of civil justice. He said tlia.t c:lpital expenditure 
sbtiuld be borne by the general taxpayer while the cost of maintenai>c:e alone 
would be borne by litigants. He was not for increasing litigation but honest 
litigation should not be checked. The existing schedule was very defective inas-
11\nt:h as there was no scie~~;tific adjustment in ratet 

1 
His purpose iii asking 

for an enquiry was to see that there was a more equitaole and rational basis of 
levying fees. He suggested levying of initial fees and theit ittereasiilg. the 
rate so that tllerc should be no element of taxation but only of penalty. The 
resolution was lost. 

Restrictions on Medical Practitioltcrs. 
Dr. U. Rama Rao moved that reStticticns rtb\V irilpcScd Oh registered btedi· 

cat practitioners who did theii· own dispensing irt ~aptct of such matters as 
trut-inteilance of detailed accounts for opium ffeparatiotts prescribed Or tUsptnsed 
by them as medicines for their patiellts be relaxed. 

Dr. Rama Rno said that the Excise De~ilttment was taihet harsh lln t~ 
medical pu:ifcss!oi>. when it demanded or them ttl mahl111.ill detailed accounts 
for e~ery little bit of o ium they pr~cribed and dispenSed! especially wheh 
Qm:h small doses ill combinalion with other ijrU~~ coufd !tot ibduce !he drug
habit in a patient or ptodtlce intoxication. While a litent:ed ol:llum vendor 
could sell one tola of opium at a time to ally indivillual IVho asked lbr it :aild 
when that individual could dexterously manage to get as much opium .ill he 
wanted provided he did not possess more than bne tolo. \vith him at a time. 
He failed to see why a medical man alone could not be trusted more than the 
licensed vendor and should. be _harassed and treaied a~ it he were a suspect. 
He wanted the Govemntent 10 be lllore generdus lo the pn:ifdtion and asked 
them to rt:lax those e,.cise rules so as to _givt. them less worrY and more rre~dom 
Of action jn_ regard to opium prescriptions. 

Mr. llrayne, on behalf cf the Gvtienllr.ent, pointed out that it wts a provin
cial subject. The Govenlrnellt -or India had, in pursuance of tlleir inter~~:~tional 
Obligatiolls, gi-ven certain •oJemn undertakings ln respect of poisoiloits drugs 
which they could not break. 

Dr. Ratfu. Ral> suggested IM~ i:oples cr ihis debate might b"e foi\>r.lrdtd 
to loci! Governments. Mr. Brayne agreed lo tbis course. Thereupon Dr. Rama 
kao witbdr'ew tile ""'olutioi!. 
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l• _, . Sodeti~' lUgii!~iki Act.Ain:en tniint., 

··- ~r._'!{~par4e.ne)\t si.Qod JlP. io. Sp<>nS?r ihe Bill 0~ Mr. ,Kelker. io. amend 
tlie Soc1et1es' Regastration Act m order to alJow political associalio_~;~s to. be 
reg. is.tcred._ Mr~ Haig; ~.ome. Secr~tary., support~ Jh~ nm but, Stttfg~t~ two 
v~rbal a!Den~m~~ ~~·ch ~were. agreed . to. . T~~ BiU, as amended, was then 
passed wtthout dtscusston. The House then adjourned. 

Diseu'S$!06 bn soiir!i A:frlcaii A-gueinein: 
,-. •' - • n • ;• ,,.,. J J: "' ·~ •• • , I 1,._ . , • .·._ ... ~- -.1 •. .., • •~ •" 

'·. On lite ~3RQ. l'"EBRt!All.)r the. .terms. of ~he South African seillement wer~ 
d1scuSsed .in_ the Council on-the m0tiot~ of.Si~. Vinslta Wacha .. ""'I""Yillg to ... the 
Gov~m<re-Genercd..in Cgun<:i1 th~. ~pp~iariOJ! .9f. the, .. Qou~c~l ,of. t_\lo_, reflllts. 
:rchu,,ed by ;t)le _Gpv.erlllll!'llt .o( Indta. Del ,ega !IQD .to .the ,rec~nt . Ro~ncl Table 
Conf~rence on _the I~dian _ques_tion~~u.:l_ ~~pressi,p.g tfl.e 1J\?pe _that.d:u~ direct 
relat~ons: that .have_p_ow Peen _estabti#hed l)lay,event_Uitote .in Jastmg_ ,ami.lJ· ~tw~l\ 
IJ.l_dia; a~ S~u~\1~.-~(rica by a sa-tisfactory settlement of any questions that might 
stdl requtte adJUS_tment, .. --·· __ , . ~ .. , 1_ ••• • .. 1 ) •.• , - _ ,... 1 •• ..... , 

. ~it, Djnsha Wacha jn fll.Oving the resolution sa1d, 11, )VaS. ;her.echo of .tbe 
g~ne_ral . 'ifish .expressed. by .the .members ofJhis H.ous~ ;tfter" Sit Mahmned· 
HabJpultah.b_a.d made his !Statement the .P\her day ••. He Jraced the $outb 1\frican 
P~~~le_m ~~~ pointed put. how. at .9n.e ~time ~he ex.as_pe.ra,Jion 9fthe Indian c.om
mu~ity .hall reached '!' eijJlla~ threatenmg .. ;>. ~etaltation ll.il! .• in. the ,Central 

_ l,egtsl~ture., Jfortupately the s~te>maoship or .the Indian .fillers. and tlte .. com
rnol!se~slf ,of .th~ _ people . wi rhst9:Qd all Siuch .. a tt_empts J a~ .. -~ow_ they wer~ in a 
pos1tion to cong;.otql.ate .each .other P'l the happy . !l<'tt)ement. .ft;a~hed., ,It .was 
~~~ s_treptl9US !=ti'orts _of. ;Lord _.Reading whi.cJi_ very_ nea~Jy fotJn~ a vi~ otedia 
an.d: tbeJ!.in ~rc\ lf'!'iD they l!ad.another Viceroy. wh9 was equally. patient .an<f. 
str~p.upus in fighting .. tl\e _Indian .. ~u!$e .. ~irc~~tanc;es ~.1S9,_ f~vpJ.Jr~,. fort~ 
attttuqe of.General.Hertzog had eonsidera91y_ change!! for. t!ie. better a.nd. not 
only .G~nera} l!O!!Wg .h,ut ,also South~frican.Stat.esmen .. uru\eratQ!lll.tl!e. feeliog 
a1_1d sen~iments.oJ_the IQQiaa. ~pl~-. '};hesc; ci-r~umstancca. were y~ry ,fo.~;:tunat.e 
and created· a favourab)e atmosphere for the Round Table Conferc)1ce. \Combined 
wi't~ tbis .~Jteie .. ~a~- -~h.e:.best. ielect~Qi of rePieSenta·~~ frqm'IDUta_made.b~ 
L9rd ln"?i~~~ Goyern~en~. Everybody,. exp~cted, ~ lavoufe\ble se~Ue~eJtt. and 
t9~-~d Jil.llw _been _achteved. 1.'he __ de1eg~tiO:n from India , ~nt . to .work somer 
thin.g at\er ~he ~pirit of Locamo .... Th.e spi,ri_t .. oi .~arno. was t!>"rf'.in South 
Afr~ea. ~n_d.: Sir ,Pms!la ,.W~cha. hop~. tb,a~. )hts ~plrtt. wpul!l continue so that 
otlier points wh1ch requ1red adjustment' m1ght also be aChieved. : #., l •• '·-·-

Sir Mahomed Habibulla_h, .• replying, .f~lt ~e .embarrassed to:.lay .than 
w!le~ h~ .~n~.9nce<t ~!le ~ettl_ement, ~-c,;;tuse ~nco~qms. ~re grac~fullr,./av,\shf:d 
upon: !lim' .!'Uti ot~et _m~_mlle~ 9f ~the· .. Delegauon; • Jl•tt. ,fur .tb« eJI.tJiustasuc: 
C<l'O~rati.oi!' M,hts' c~llellgue~ they would not)lave:.been ab.Je, ro:ichteve'p\uc!l 
gOO<!: l~ee!l the w~ole deleg~tilln. work~ .~s ;• team ailll til~ .~esults ac:c"ofuJ>\••?.•'!: 
were .. really pOte;>\tal' iJ( th.-.. gaOd whtcli' )VaS' )'Ot ~ comt. •. ~r •• GattdHt bad 
descnbed· the pt>Sition n·a·chang•ror attitud.- on tile Po.~ Qf the Un1on Govern
meiit froiD' one~ of reinotS~le$s- hostilitY to' genet-Otfs_ tOleratioii. ,This c:mDbted' 
a ditlil(e,of~~\'1 '!Dll''!'ben".!his .ta>(acbi<fved th•Y .. «!tild: c~fide~lly hlipe tlta.t 
thll: problems ll'" ~dth, All't"'f. wou)d· g<l. otl. Solvmg tb~m~e!Ve~ JD.(clture.·, ~he, 
fiisi' change ,t,,. elfected· by tho marvellouS' wOtk of tile l'alldtSod J)epul:lttoJI, 
ariil·. t~' ti!slraint.t!x!'r~sed' by party )eadm' !tr •.he C'<nir;ol_legislature ap~ th~ 
ln<Jian presS- and tlie- public. Indeed; last year the atmosphere" baiJ· reached t)ie, 
bo_il_i_~g- jlo_irtt _. w~e!l• ~.-c?id lte:«<inJr. Wi~h his Usual .sagacity _and ~!D.tt~-~ans~iJ! 
sutnmonl:d· a cinlferen~e- o( party le:rders not ta llrn!g' any motio!l wh1cH woul<f, 
reiUii in~fut1her eMbitteriDt iliff iebttiorl!l th:it' _existed at that tirrlt behveert 
India and South Africa. The advi,ce was' atcq>ted and nO\\' they w-.e.r'c aJI ill' a: 
pdSiti~n·t:O'~~ th~: ~sdotb'of. thtf ~dtse .. ,;t tliC_ sable ~imt ~e· wis~~ .t~ pay 
a h.a:ndsome, tribute· tb the wisdoin_tsttgacJtya,nd s•ates.~anslup of die MiJ?-ISter.s. 
in'Sobth ~friCa:, ~vtb·were-qdit:e ait-cidus t!J'exploi'e an· JJC?SSibl~ mb\is ~t:_ s~tVi~g 
a prdhlem which~ Ior. d~des, had ag1laled . th~ public. m.•i!d both b~re and :n 
Sottlli ft,fl-it•. ,I_ii: particular ~ir Mahoii:>ed'. rererred. to General. !l•rtto.g who dtS· 
played· brolid·mtndedncss· alid· Dr. Malan who displayed· ttie godltncss of a 

so 
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clergyman, the acute intetleet of;a journalist and the diplomacy of an adminis .. 
trator. He also ackn<>wledged the large-hearted hospitalit)' extended to the 
delegation ever since their arrival in South Africa and till the moment of their 
departure. 

Referring to Mr. Ramadas Pantulu's complaint that the legislature was not 
consulted before ratifying the agreement~ Sir Mahomed referred to the usual 
practice of the Government of India which, in the case of treaties and agree
ment's never consulted the 1egis1ature before ratification. This was the case 
in the mother of Parliament as well. Why, Dr.. Malan, the Minister of the 
Interior of a democratic Government himself. announced the terms in the South 
african Parliament by saying that the settlement had. been ratified and that 
the Parliament could discuss it lat-er? Admitting for the sake of ar~ument that 
the legislature had a ri~tht·to he consulted before ratification, then Sir Mahomed 
felt sure that the Council would have given whole-hearted support to it and 
there would have been nothing like acrimonius discussion thereon. However, 
he noted Mr. Ramadas Pau.tulu7s. ~nt that political and municipal franc!tise_ 

-was not conferred on Indaans JD S'lulh Afnca. He felt sure that as feehngs 
between the two countries would grow and the atmosphere gained accession of 

• strength on the side of Indians the grant of these rights would adjust themselves 
to the prevailing conditions. The settlement now arrived at might be regarded 
as a prelude to the possibility of such a condition. Mr. Pantulu had remarked 
that South African Indian opinion must be consulted on this settlement. 
According to a Reuter's telegram received to-day, it appeared that all shades 
of opinion in the Cape Province applauded the Indian agreement (Swarajist 
Benches : Hear, hear). S~ there. need be no misgivings on that score. 

Proceeding, Sir Mahomed acknowledged the services to India oCMr. C. F. 
Andrews who acted as a valuable link between the delegation and the Indian 
community in South Africa.. Concluding be said:-" If I may borrow a simile 
our deputation was like a body of medical practitioners. who were summoned 
to South Africa to examine a patient whose conditions had been pronounced to 
be critical and who was suffering from a chronic disease.. We went there, we 
examined the patient, diagonised the disease and applied a certain remedy. 
While leavlng the patient, we returned with the satisfaction that he had turned 
the corner. That does not mean that he does not need further nursing and 
looking after. He will continue to be nursed and treated. We hope that fro!n 
day to-day he will make progress until he is himself again.· 

The resolution was adopted unanimously amidst general cheers.. The Council 
then adjourned. 

Agricultural indebtedness. 
On the 24TH FEBRUARY, Mr. V. Ramadas Pantulu moved his resolution 

recommending the adoption of measures for the reduction of agricultural indeb-. 
tedness in India and to establish land mortgage banks to provide the agriculturists 
with long term and easy and productive credit. Mr. Ramadas described "the 
position of the agriculturists as one of chronic poverty leading to Jow agricultural 
production. There had been no organised attempt in India to consider the 
question as a whole. The fact, however, was known that agricultural indebtedness 
amounted to 6oo crores and there was general agreement that this indebtedness 
was increasing. Low economic efficiency of the ryot led to deterioration of soil and 
impaired the productivity of land. Land beinjl" a national asset, the State was 
bound to J-reserve its economic state. Moreover, tt was the State which derived 
most of 1ts income from land. Mra Ramadas ·quoted theviewsofSirEdward 
Maclagan in support of his agrument and opined that the best method of solving 
t~ problem was to establish !and m?rtgage banks to provide agriculturists 
wtth long term easy and produchve crecht. . · 

Continuing Mr5 Ramadas Pantulu said that these banks•coutd not be started 
without. State aid. This Srate aid should take. the form of Government institut
ing assessment value of lands. Secondly, the interest of debentures should be 
11uaranteed by State tin they become popular.· Then the S'ate should also 
~~vest in mortgage banks moneys lying in deposit with it at little or no interest .. 
Lastly, the Trust Act should be so amended as to permit of investment in banks •. · 



STEEL PROTECTIO)I DILL 
The Council divided and the resolution was carried. The Counclt the.D, 

adjourned till the 28th when the general budget waspresented, The Steel Pro
tection Bill was discussed on 1 March. 

STEEL PROTECTION BtLt,; 

On the tST MARCH Sir George Rainey, in moving that the Indian Steel 
Industry Protection Bill as passed by the Le~s1ative Assembly be taken into con
sideration, sp:>ke for a little over one hour. After briefly referring to the history 
of protective movement of steel industry in this country, he pointed out that three 
classes of steel in Jamsbedpur required no fresh protection and they were fish 
plates, ~leepers and tin bar. Heavy and medium rails and gatvanised sheet 
required not only 12}{ per cent protection, but Cor other classes or steel revenue 
duty would give inadequate protection and substantial addition to it wat. there
fore, nttessary. After C:lmparing· the difference in duties as ensted now and as 
proposed~ Sir George Rainey explained that heavy as the drop had been in the 
prices of imported steel, the C)St of production had come down even more 
substantially, while the output o£ finished steel at Jamsbedpur promised to be 
half as large again as the output which was believed to represent the full capacity 
of the works in 1914. Continuing, Sir George said th'lt the Tata Steel Company 
was hoping now to reduce the CIJSt of production in Jamshedpur and by April 1934 
they would be able to dispense with any scheme of protection from the Govern. 
ment. After explaining to the House th' method adopted by the Tariit Board 
in fixing the c'JSt of production of steel in Jamshedpur, the speaker went on to 
say that the measure of protection now s:>ught to be given .was tb.e ditTerenco 
between the fair selling price for Indian manufactures and the estimated price 
at which imp::rrted steel entered Iniia. Explaining why nurchasers were wi11ing 
to pay extra to get British steelt Sir George said that British steel was made. to 
what was known as the British standard of specification laid down by the Britislt 
Engineerin~ Association in crmsultation with the ~rs and manufac:turen. If 
neither Briush nor continental steel could be used to determine the meaiUre 
of protection, it was natural to ask why the 1924 plan should not be adopted. 
If it was1 the price of standard steel would become unmanage.ablf hlgiL Apart 
from thist it was impossible to fix the amount of duty unless tt cou1d 6:rst be 
ascertained what proportion of his output the Indian manufacturer woutd sell 
to the purchasers wh~ would pay British price and what pro~rtion to those 
who would only pay continental price. Continuing, Sir George maintained tbat 
in view of Ind1a's treaty obligations it was impracticable to impose a basic 
duty on British steel and anti.clumping duties on steel imported from particul.at" 
countries. On tbe scheme to combine protective duties with bounties, the speaker 
said that in proportion as protective duties achieved their object the payment of 
bounties became financially impossible. On the proposal to differentiate between 
expensive standard steel and cheap standard steel, he said each class supplied 
a. different demand. and, therefore, differentiation was impossible. 

After examining at length the alternative schemes brought forward bef~ 
the Assembly Sir George answered the criticism in nspect of alleged impenat 
preference in the Bill. The Government, he said, were actuated by no motiv.e 
other than that India should benefi~. After explaining the reasons why -conti· 
nental steel was cheaper because of certain methods adopted in tbe coutinent 
for production -of such steel, Sir George said that the proposed scheme was the 
woriC of an entirely impartial body and had a strong claim to the endonemeut of 
the council of States 

Mr. Ramadas's Amendment. 
Mr. V. Ramadas Pautulu then moved bis amendmer>t laying down that it 

was open. to the Governor-General in Council if satisfied that arudes und~r Daft 
seven of the schedule were being imported at such a price a~ !'as hke!y to 
render ineffective the protection intended to be afforded to 11mtlar articles 
produced in India to increase s~ch duty by noti6cation as he th'lught fit. . • 

Mr. Ramadas Pantulu satd the combined eft"ect of ~he acheme of 4•~rential 
duties and the oliicial scheme was open to grave objections of a polrt•cal and 
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ecpnomic cbaract~r. Tbe Bnu~h press ~114 t'!e 4~g~o:-Iqd•o.n pres~ were glp'f!mg 
dvelc' t'he 'co!lltnittal of the AllS<!Dhly to !his pr~ncrple as l' goc>d augulY for tl!!l 
ftiftiie ·of Biitisb trade:: Econ(uilic objection~ Wet:~ ~q~ally' 5e;riou~ if not ~: 
'l'he scheme impo.sed unnecessary burden on the consumer of at least Rs. 40 lakhs 
per annum computed on a cautious basis without benefit to the Indian industry. 
This additional burq~ operated to afford a generous measure of preference to 
t!t• Briti~h l'!al'ufacturers a!'d put illegitimat~; P,~Oifcti~c dutic;s illtp lh~ 11<\Cket 
oi"'Jfu!':!"~ve!'itm,ejtt.' TI,~ co,nsumers o_f steel. ''~ j11•£~ ~ik~ jl:l;o.d~as,ll0111bay. 
l<araco• •'!ld Burma \Yere,.;om~ll~<l: to paY. ht.gher pnce~ {or conh'\ent?:l ste~l 
wiih' which' the Tatas ihd not compet~ Theq ther~ was a r~l danget tf 
in~~H?r'~i~el :,;as p~<;ed dn the Indian ~~rk~t at ·a hi~'l\ co~t •. • H[s' schein~ .yas 
~~~~ :putte~ to be uilp~d were ,d'lt1•". propos_eq ll' !h• ptJie>al ~ch_eml' fot 
Bntisll m~nufactures and callecl,\>astc dulles: Thos· duty was to be u~uforn:> o;n 
SteC!Y 'Cdmtng' into 'Indii\' froid- any squrC~ in 'it~ ~f1 

additiOnal dutie~ 'O'V prp
~':4·~ T~ P,ro,teC't Tat~s ag~.n~t to.~ti~eotal"comp~~ili~ an· ~m~~t ~q. !f.11 t~ 
add1honal duty ~hoold ~ gtven by, way of b.ou!lt1es •. ~ amount p th!'SI> 
60~t1~"wo~ld· apJ>;roxi!"'ll~ly _bell-S. z$~ l.akljs, \' f'ln,d' fro_II\· which. could be P;<icf 
~y .~x~ss o._f ~!t~ ·a~o-~~t rea.~ IS~ ~y · p_ro:e~uon duhes qyer O[~Inary:. r.eYeD;U~_ 
aUl••s. "f!l•• ~·c~ss ":-'~ e~hmated a~ R~. ~.S ~ lakhs. The Ill"'' Is 9f !!>•~- sch-'l"e. 
werl! thaqt WQUld ~1im1nate the ·mcst obJ~C:Itonabl~ {eatur<: of ¥«;rmg Bpttsh 
pfe'ference: J>i'.s\d~s re"iov)bg · u\'ri;,cessary:burdel' · f~1>iri 91f t~qhoplders oftlll' 
edns'umiir.-. It W'oul<l ·not at any tate h~ghten ·tt. It would also prevent flle 
GOvetnmeilt Qef\ving ~dditioruil megitihlat~ 're~nue:· frOm prot~ctive duties ~nd 
~~if/a'!~~~~!>;:~~. Pl'()le<fti~ 19 Ij!llia.';' indu~try. :~s lh,! ofljci'l_l ~cheme' wii\iout 

..... ~ 'Hqtl~ ~hen divid,ed .an,li rejected M_r. Pal'tulu'~ .am~D;ifm.~nt hy ;p 
~!f~•n-~ ~~ ~t«:~:. Sf!n.s! t'!9. Lv~~ tben ~~se·~ w~thou~ o~p~Iti~ 

.. Sir Sankaran's Amendment. 
Si_r Sankaran Nair theU W~v:ed · ihe insertiQi · 9r a n~;w clause aftq- ~lausc 

tw:> to' the 'elfee!' that if was shown lbat' thete ·was 'nil iiilf~ieJ;>c~ ·i>;l ql\3,1it}l 
b.e~~een ~r .. ticT~S. · ~ ~ritis~ ·a~d .11o~~Dritish. ·r;na~ufiictuie, nq pr.ot~ctiv~ <\t~:~Y ~t 
spect~l or dtfei'enttal ~hould be tm)l?Sed. Sq l!ankal"an Natr sa1d that Enl!
I~-~~ '!¥- a~xi,O~.s:'"~o- ... exCJ_U<lc;:' 't~~- -L~x';i!pbe~g ~te_erCO;mbin.e ~n~ pr~t cc;ptt.· 
nental steel from competing· w1tll her. l.n t.!).e 1''~-senf sta,te oi. !ndta''l, IIIIDd, 
tlie'vbvem!ll'en!Shotild not ·ao anything 'tb,at's'l.'acked o( tb,is. · · · · • " · · 
... ~ 'COlitiJitJiqg~ Sir· Sa,"i)ka~~n ~aid that if contin_enta.l s'e.el was satisfactorily, 
sl\oW\1' fo' be ofthe 'Sam~· quality as British ~tandan,l st~el,. n,0 1\ilf~nti.al d~ti~ 
s~_Oul_d 'be levi~." I~' ~t!J.el'~'wOr~s, hi~ am~t;t.d":leJtf W~J.lttJ;\ ~ dis,tinctip~ to b~_ 
$t~~arif~t~~"!·;~ B.':'~.~ ~':~ ~.~';1\lnental. ~\~<<;J bu~ ~tw 't"'!: s~d ¥'II ~on-. 
v. ''Sir 'Sanka'ra!J.'s am~ndment "(aS tbr9w~ out llv 39 ag;o.i11~1 ~"' .,..... Hop:te, 
the.~after, ji;is'scd all ~lauses ofih~ bill. .. · " · · ,., · .... ·- ... ....... · · ··• r .......... ,'"" . . , .. ~--~ ~ ..... ~ ... ·· 

. · · Bill. l?a~d. 
lfr. Pantulq did not move his other two amendments a'l they were il}ter-. 

~l;lt"!lto kis first "'!• which bad already been rej~t.ed ?1 the House. · ' • · 
. S1r George Ramey then moved that the b!l~ ·as 1t stood be ·passed. Seth 

Govin<tas, in "<'posing the. motion on l;ebal£ o£ ihe Congress· Party, ·said, they 
!len~ 1)0~ ~gan)S_t the protection of indigenous industry. but the"y were Strongly 
Qg~ed tp 1mpenat preferevce introduced ·iii t&C bilh Sir George Rain_ey' Dot 
~~ply1_ng (he mptio!l was ·pu.t to vote and carri.ed witllout division; '{he House 
then adjourned. ·- · · ·- · · · "-

0~ the 3RD MARCH. tl>e youncil· ba<j. a bri~f sitting with non-official 
rt:S?l~t"?1l~· On. t!Je 5th March •. t~~F. l:!ou~e_ bel"- a gen~ral <,!iscussjon.o~ the 
Y?~r~~~~!'?!r~~-~~~s B.Yti~c:~: ? - · ·'· , L ·-···-

1 --~ .. • .. 

Malpe-Mangalore_ Line. 
. On t~o 7TH MARCH, Dr. U, Rama Rao moved for construction of '! D!''!" 

radway hne bet.ween Mangalore and the nearest British terrqory and '!]/at qr,ov•
•.ion ~"!:>de for the purpus~ in.the Railway Budget ... · '· •· · "· ••· 

- • '1. ' ' -- -· • • .J ~-. .. ~ •. 
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Dr .. Ra:!'D~ RaQ tr~~ed theJUstor.y !'r allitation for railway facililies in So\t'b 

and Nortb Cana~ D!st<icts and Sllld tb:>t ,.n propqaals barl been rejocted by 
~emment under var1ous prete~t~~ In vLe\V of Mangalore~Ma1pe line survey 
mtght be e.ttended anj the gap made un. The Stlllgested line. sa\d the mover, 
~ld Dring bappinw to penple; 'l'be f!lOiiQl! was ultill!ately witlldiawit: " 

. c,mpu~s:n'f Military Training For StudentL 
Mr. Rama.das Pantulu thea ur~ the adoption ·or me:.sures of provision o£ • 

compulsory military training for college- students in Indian Universitiea.. Mr. 
P.antulu condemned the educational system which was maklDR weaklings of 
youngmen. Physical educatioa. was as uecessafV as inte11e.ctual education. He 
quoted the Esher Gommittee1s Report to prove that students corps were likely to 
fumish best material on which to build nalion.-..1 armv.. U ho was asked for a 
parallel to his move in other countries he would ask the. counter question whether 
any other co.uury emasculated the nat.ion by law as ia lnd~ Jn tha Madras 
University they had a.\ ready been moving tn favour of compulsory militaTY training. 
Continuing, Mr. R~niadas t:ond.cmned the excuse. that dtirin_s vac"'ltiQJlS it was 
nofJ)OSSibtC to loOk af~er the anns of the UniverSity Cotpa. H~ would ask_ 
wqat had" b.ecome of p$)1ice s~tion~ :tnd other Government cflices. Although 
Universities like Benares and Aligarh were dem~nding compulsory training. 
Government were 'taking an indefensible attitud~. He d~lored the tack o{ 
tAciJities ·for miiitaiy trai~ing oi IndianS either i,n Jndi3 or in England. There. 
·Wa_$, ~o. ~a~ger · ~ther~ to th:. ~mp~ or to the p~rmanencc; of {lritish ru1~ il;l 
or§: aJ~us,tn.? "!- ~ou,u:i »;1t1o~l ~thtsa. ~ 3t secon~ ~~-~e qf d~eJ1.C~ 

Mr. Desikaeh?ti'• Amendmeo~ .. 
Mr. Desikachari opined that the rt.s'Jiution did not 1'C'a1ise the. difficulties in. 

the way of its acceptance~ lf th' mo.vers objecl was pl'Ovisi0\1 ro~ mili ta.ry ctriM
and training in ar.ms lO that effect the word"compulsory!A ought to give way to 
the words ~l.further facilities.u · 

She House without divisic:n carried Mr.. Ramada& Pantulu's nsolutioD as. 
amended by. Mr. Cb<lri. 

~mb~tin4 Tuberculosis.. 
Sit Ebr.alUm_ laffu ~en moved his Jesolution foJ. immtd~t• steps to 'be 

tq.en to call 41r C0J1.e.r:euCe to discuss the queslioD o£ a provision fi4 tuherc.ulosis 
hOsp~ sanator~ and iD~itutions for trainin& practitioner& ia tubelculosia. 
tTeatuient thrOuJ{l\OUt lo_dia.. Sir. Eb.rabim said the Government ccmld statCi 
o~ i~. ~ ve~ ~fiDlta -~<!1-Y. to combat the scou.rgo ~We they. kaOl! it . existed. 
Dunng the past twenty years there had been a noticeable progresSive lDcrcasa 
in the extent of infection by about fif\y percent over the previous figure. He 
admitted that a certain amount of relief' work had durinR" the years been under
~ke.n. ~ the proviacial and central Govet.umen:s. Bat in view. of the vastness 
o~ th#: task,. pn.viou& effof-ts had been a bar-e tinkering at the problem. . 

'fbe resolution was a.c:cepted by the Government and passed by abo Coullcl~ 
'I!)Uc~ ~ adjourued. · • · 

Ccntrol over Medicinal Drugs. 
On the 9TH MARCH, Sir Ebrahim Jaffer moved his res~lu.tioo urging all pro

vincial Governmen!s to take immediate measures to control the crare for, medicinal 
drugs by legisla· tion for sta ndardizatiori o( prep3Tatit'll and sate of such drugs.. 
SJ~ Ebral;U.m quo~ ti;om Q1scussions at the last Science Congreu that there was 
a ~y ~mong. practitjouer~ to overdose. their. patie~t~ with dru~l whi~h. DJCa!U 
tba.t au.t;normoiJS, ~ount o£ money wa.s wasted on medtCUJes. HedJd"not 1ntand 1n 
this i-esot\nion tO interfere.di~<::IJy witb provincial control· over ordinary narcotic 
drugs such as opi~fP..: because he realised it wa$ a mattew connected w.1th e:occise 
~veupe.~!-~nd ~Tso i:hat excis~~;~ PQiicy. ;-·as ~ il'ansfcrred subject. There sho.uld., 
bOwevert be ab!olutely no dtfficulty JD seemg that drugs aDd dr.ug preparatJoDS 
mMJP.factur~ in this eountrx were. subject -to CoverQmcl)l coolrol to. seo. that 
thf: ciuBlity. 0( j?repaJi.3do~- w~S at ICOJs~ up. tp the standard lpid down. in lhe 
Phar~i~Opoeia. AU round t}Jc worl~ there was lor.g trial of human misery and 
sull'ering due ··lo indi~s:_riJ!liDatc us.~ ~£drugs ostensjb)7 as. J!lellicJ'I•S.. but ~ually, 



238 THE COUNCIL OF STATE 

as narcotics and intoxicants. He, therefore, decla.~ that the 
waged against threatened dangers to the people of this country. 

An Amendment. 

[NEW nBLHI 
fight· must he 

Sir M. Dada bhoy moved an amendment callin~r upon all provincial Govern. 
ments to control medicinal drug traffic. The resolution as amended was carried~ 

Amendment of Forests Act. 
Mr. Anugraha Narain Sinha then urged the appointment :or a committee 

to suggest the amendment of Fores•s Act and said that, since the passin~ of 
the measure in 1878t conditions had chane-ed with the result that provisions 
were now proving a hardship to the people. With a view, therefore, to. so an:'end 
the Act as to meet modem requiremen·s. he would .urge acceptance of h1s mohona 

Sir Maneckji Dadab~ moved an amendment to refer the matter to local· 
Governments for opinion. The resolution as amended was agreed to. 

Indian Delegation to League Assembly 
Sir Phiroze Setbna, moving his res'llotion "in favour of the appointment of 

an Indian to lead India's delegation to the Assembly or the Leai(Ue of Nations, 
at the next and subsequent sessions, recalled his previous reso-lutions on the 
subject. He also recalled Mr. Das•s reply last year that the Government hoped 
to appoint an Indian to be the leader. The speaker who was in England at the 
time when the leader was chosen from among BritisherS last year wrote a 
letter to "The Times n of London and had asked whether eminent Indians !ike 
Lcrd Sinha and the Right Hon'ble V. S. Srinivasa Sastri and Sir Ali !man 
were not considered qualified to lead the Indian deputation. Sir Mahomed Sbafi 
and Mr. Das bad said on previous occasions that under the existing constitu~ 
tion, the Secretary of State> was ultimately responsible for the matter. To the 
allegation that the que.tions befOre the Leai(Ue of Nations al10 involved those 
of international or foreign relations, Sir Phiroze Sethna replied that the Govern
ment of India had also foreign relations to deal with and asked whether 
Indians in the Govemmeut of India were not fOund qualified for the purpose. 
To choose, not necessarily a member of the British cabinet but always from 
among the Britisherst the leader of the deputation was unwarranted and 
unjustified and constituted a slur that there was no competent Indian to lead 
the delega~ion; but the Government of India themselves ought to tell the 
Secretary of State to choose an Indian like Sir Mabomed Habibullah who led 
the [ndian deputation to South Africa with remarkable success • 

. Tbe resolution was carried 25 voting for and t8 against ito The House 
adJurned. · 

Official Bills. 
On the roTH MARCH, on the motion of Mr. s. R. Das, the Council agreed 

to pass the Bill amending certain enactments and repealing certain other enact
ments.. The BiD to amend the Sea Customs Act for certain purpose having been 
agreed to on the motion of Mr. Brayne. Mr. S. R. Das moved for certain verbal 
amendments in the Bill for amending Indian Limitation Act as pas'ied b~ the 
Assembly. The amendment was agreed to without discussion and the Bill as 
amended was passed unanimously. 

Members' Privileges. 
M:. V. Ramadas Pantulu Iben moved the following resolution: This 

Counc}l recommends to the Governor-Geneml in Council to give effect to the 
fol.I~w1ng recommendations of the Committee appointed to enquire into the 
pnv1leges and status of members of the Council of State:- · 

(1) that members should be permitted to draw daily allowance for a. period 
of three days'" residence before and after the meeting of the Council instead of 
the existing P.eriod of 7 days ; " -

(2) tba.t m the case of non-official members a daily allowance at half the 
daily r,:tte admissible during a session should be paid for days occupied in 
travelh'!g. to ~nd from the place of sitting or the Council provided that the 
same pnv!lege II extended to members of the Assembly; and 



• • (J) that a member who is a resident of the place in which the Council is 
SJthng should be made e1igible for daily allowance for the. days on which he 
attended a sitting of the House or of a committee of which he is a member. 

Mr .. Ramadas Pantulu traced the history o£ the question and said that the 
committee had been a~ted at the instance of Ml". K. C. Roy who, as a 
~ember of the Houset bad suggested taking up this question in committee 
mstead of Dr. Rama Rao-,s motion in favour of discussinsr it in open House. 
The Committee had already made certain recommendations which it was for tbe 
Government now to carry into effect. 

The House divided on the first clause which was rejected by fifteen aRainst 
seven. After the first clause had been rejectedt the second and third as amended· 
by Mr. Das were carried. The Council then adjourned. 

·The Hindu·Muslim Problem. 
On the 16TH MARCH, after a week's recess, the Council of State held an 

important sitting with a non-official resolution and amendments of a contentious 
character. 

Sir Sankaran Nair moved a resolution recommending to the Government 
that the number of members of Legislative Councils in India be not increased, that 
no additional powers be conferred on them expressly or by implication and 
that no further step towards responsible Government be taken until Hindus and 
Mahomedans agree to dispense with the election of members to those Councils 
by separate electorates composed only of Hindus or Mahomedans. 

Sir Alexander Muddiman. speaking on behalf of the Government, paid a 
tt"ibute to the remarkable manner in which Sir Sankaran Nair had moved his 
resolution. He had no hesitation in saying tbat it was a remarkabfe resolution of 
a remarkable perSOnality and not a backbencher. In the opinion of some, it 
would mean that if effect were given to Sir Sankaran Nair's motion the Reforms 
should be put eft" indefinitely until and unless the differences referred to were 

. composed. Continuing. the Home Member said that the authors of the Montagu 
Chelmsford report clearly recognised that separate representation would per-
petuate class division and stereotype the exlSting relations, but they were 
convinced that the present system must be maintained until conditionli altered 
even at the price of slower progress towards the realisation of ccmmon citi
zenship.. 'Ihe same was the view of the Franchise Committee. After mentioning 
the names of the Councils where separate representation was given to minorities 
like Mahomedans, Christians, Anglo--Indians, Non.. Brahmins and Europeans, I be 
Home Member referred to the evidence given by Sir Sankaran Nair before 
the Southboroui[h Committee where he wa.s in favour of separate representation 
for Non-Braturims because he coatd not help giving it.. Sir Sankaran'slater 
evidence showed that he proposed 1he method of reservation of seats and not 
communal electorate. He (the Home Member) knew what it was to suffer 
from the ttranny of the majority. He was undergoing that tyranny for the Jast 
three years m the Assembly. He was not surprised at the feeling of appreben~ 
sion among minority communities in a country where universal conception of 
relations between majority and minority as existing in England and advanced 
countries had not been fully attained. He knew the short-lived Bengal pact, 
but there were also resolutions of the Muslim Lea.gae which were not helpfuL 
The ma,i<?rity of the Muddiman Committee was not prepared to recommend the 
substitution of reservation of seats for separate electorates. The views of the 
minority on the committee were in direct opposition to Sir Sankaran Nair's 
resolution. The Government of lndi~ therefore, had not and could not change 
its attitude in regard to this question as the demand for separate representation 
of minorities instead of diminishing had continually been on the increase. The 
reforms were in some measure responsible for this position. Power had been 
graualty handed over to representatives of the people and the exercise o( that 
power had become a source of strife between the two grea ~communities in this 
countty~ Mr. Jinnah had ~id that natioua~ism ~ld 11?' be created. by having 
mixed electorates, but Su Sankaran Nour sa1d that It was n:>t poss1ble- to have 
nationalism with separate electorates. As Lord Irwin said at Poona communal 



t4.; tan MbNcit. ot sutnJ rrii..w nii>'H 
repre!iel!tat!Ob jrroliiote.d dlo!siofi. . The' .situatioll liemandM a wide. masii!e of 
mutual toleralioll and untol thaf Stage W..s reached any tnbs!anto:ll mtodlifcii, 
tion of the existing. sy51e)'ll would larj!el.Y depentl. 'irpbri t~e genera!. cil~rit .ol 
aft cO'tmntJ'ttities. The Govl!tnment1 sa1d the Home .Memb!:r; were, prnnardy 
co:dvlnced tlfat the re1ations between HinduS aild Mahotned3n)t Would bvC beert 
more bitt~r t1oan what tliev were iiow if tltey bad allemp~ed to foree oii tilE 
peojolo! itl i!)t<~ tefo'i'm'S with.ou.t some f&J"d of coo:iim!orla! 'tl!~~11tatiori, ur 
course, so long afi !lte Britosli Government was. m lndm; tliiy would see tlli! 
!be two communities did not break their heads' but ~~ the westerii cmrcej>iiOYr 
of rela'!io~>s b'etween naiority and tnirioritY be develt>i>e<l< Whatever the result 
of the debate, M hoped tha'! if w<mld proceed ill such: 11 in2tiner iis to l!iave 
some room for further progress on the path of refOin\0. · 

Mr: Soln'awardy's Amlinam.liiit 
Mti Sufiiawamy, iii" m6viirg ms amelldtn:eilt, f.iv'6tirmgl llie. ilist!6ltion 

of ~epllil'ate' elector:rte!<Withotit reduell\g the majO'rlty irito a mlnorift oY tviif 
to equality. deplored that Sir Sankaran Nair with his quarter of a eentu:ry'S 
distinguished public life be!Jind him should have brought forward the resolu
tioll.r Mussal~ were in a minority and th-eir educational facilities were not 
many.- Si1- Sankaran· was mistaken if. he th~ught. tha~ muslims were opposed 
to further e>lensioa of eonstitut1onal reforms; On behalf of Bengal; he would 
ask Parliament· tn grant- re!'o~msr but .he was bound to say that consisteot witlr 
their position in the country' they could not agree to Sir Sankaran'$ motion. 
Ta bJS mtnd· the- joint electorate was the ideal end in view: (Cheers), but in the 
meanwhile maSS' psychology had to be changed. It migli! be argued that seats 
might be reserved fOr Mussalmans. He did mt call it· alt011ether .a bitter 
pillt but he would- say that Sir Sankaran· Nair instead of telling Mus;salmaas to 
give up whllt little they had should tell the Hindus to observe the spirit ot _the 
adage "Live and let live" • · 

Sard'ai Jaidev· Singb"il Ameiidmcrii. 
SirdM Ja!dev Sill'gll· Uberor explained that· Sir Sa'!lkar:m's· motive was llbt 

t<> retard> progress 10\tardS' Swarar but to apply indiTect mea'DS' of bringing< 
about the much desiu:d' unity Mtween, the communities;- To the extent;· therefore; 
his· resolutiblf deserved welcome; lnrt aE the same time they should not fotge't 
tha~ t~ authl>ritia of the Montford> scheme had distinctly recognised· tM 
~essity for communal· representation' He' would !lay that i'he commlm:rl' 
e1ectorat~ \¥351 eerraintY ali Impediment. H~· therefore, removed what He ca1led
aomedia;amendment favouring separate represen~ion: of important- minorities;
but bO' was· suro! tb~t joint electorate$ would serve th .. very purpose of el>mm~nat 
el•ctorates, As a· Sikh; be would be only too· glad· 1<1 find· bis community in' a
join! eleCI'oom<!'. 

Tlle position' of th~ Con~tress' Parl'y' in the Cenfral· 'Legislat.'!Te' on 611nmli' 
naf rep~enmtjoll' wa'!l explained· by Mr. Ramaaas• Pantulu~ He observed'r The' 
Cengress st'ands· for !l'ntionrit unity on' a filotin;r of int'er-tommilnal h:ri'il\ony: 
1!• schem~ .of. l'espot!!ribl!' Government is broa~-hased·on· whiit may ce>mpi'eheli':_ 
S!Vely be descnbed· as national aS'Oj!posed to secllotial or communal idea~:· We 
belieye: tba~ o~_r· .1~al\ration lies· i~ _clea_~ C<?Dcepti~tf and practiealreidi~tibri. _of 
a un'!"'! ln\h'\"natioJ!<. The Cong~s.~ never accepted'. the political'.hei'C!Sf. tl~ 
7~~~~~tertce 1ii f_lidJa' of commulht1esr eul!tf~e~ castes and· 13rtguajteS iS•a n.:at· 
omred1moint to' tlte attan~llltnt of full: ';'altonhoi>d_- and freedoojl ey tht!" people of 
1his c:ounrrf, but we are a.lt\--e· to the fact that natJOnh.,od• and fn!edom1 cannot 
b .. attai ... ~d . Without _our <!ev•.loP.ing a fulf ~ild practical· seris'e of justice to all' 
communtt'ld- and creetiS wlitch 1S" m· no' '"fay tnc:onsistent with· tia:ti0rla1ism~ and· 
whic_h alb_ne ca~ sa.il!gua'rd• ~!! lc~iti!'i~t'e rifl'ltt\1. <>fminorilies in'a'!iy sclletbes-df 
p<lll_li.tal reeonstrottlon. of lndta.-. I~ •• an1 ontV!table- featurtfat pt<!!lellt.· ThiS_ 
p<lsitton was·.made perfet!tty clea~ on· the National· Denland placed befOre the· 
cen~tra\' le-gisHttbte in- September- 192.S 'vher:ein· we_ insisted upori' GovemrilEriJ' 
taking steps tb coti~~it~ue a'. s~ita~le a-genCY. adequatelY representative _or all· 
I dlllati; Ituropl!all an-l· Anl:lo-mtban ntlerests to· frame= mth dili!- regard' tb' tM 
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Interests of minorities a detailed scheme of Self.Government based on the prin
ciples enumerated in that demand. Representation of communhies in India in 
just and adequate proportions in various spheres of national life and activity 
with safeguards to automatica ly ensure in time full nationalism and compfete 
obliteration of communalism IS but a corollary to the practical applicaticn of 
these principles to the solution of the communal problem. The Congress 
undoubtedly stands for securing such just representation through the medium of 
joint electorates and joint action on the part of all communities. Undoubtedly, 
all patriotic -and intelligent Hindus and Mahomedans recognise the value of 
joint electorates as great unifying factors in national upbuilding. They are also 
alive to disputing and disintegrating tendencies of separate electorates and 

· are conscious of their being serious obstacles to the attainment of Self:.Govem
- ment. There is, therefore, a desir~ on their pad to arrive at an honourable 

understanding in the matter which will be for the lasting benefit of their common 
motherland. It is true that in the attempt to effect a satisfactory settlement, 
some· Moslems_ and Hindus advocate -retention of separate electorates for some 
time longer, but they confess they do so merely with a view to help to obliterate 
all trac-es of mutual distrust which unfortunately mars the relations of the two 
communities at present. They concede that separate electorates are a necessary 
evil and are temporary expedients to tide over the difficulties of the present 
situation which is hoped to be a passing phase of our national struggle for 
freedcm. This sentiment -in itself is an ample vindication of the policy and 
principles of the Indian National Congress. The Congress is doing aU it can 
to remove distrust and to bring the two communities together* Tbe question 
is ilow engaging the serious attention of all right-thinking Hindus and Mostem 

· leadens and no avenue likely to lead to a settlement wiU be left unexplored,. 
The report of the Working Committee of the Congress will be presented very 
soon to the A. I. C. C. 

I believe that Sir Sankaran Nair worded his resolution in the extreme form 
he did in ordeT to draw pointed attention of the Council to the manifest. danger 
Of communalism and he could not have expected either community to accept 
his proposal to stop all further constitutional advance even in the contingency 
contemplated by him. The matter is essentially one for negotiation and settle-
ment between the two communities. It is, therefore, impossible Cor Congressmen 
to agree to any commitments in anticipation of such a settlement. While we 
hold fast to our ideals of nationalism and have an abiding faith in their ultimate 
realisation, we ·re~nise -that there au no short cut1 to that goal such as the 
one suggdted in the resolution. That way lies unwisdom, for we shall play 

. thereby into the hands of vested inter~ts .whose one aim is to delay progress 
and perpetuate their domination. 

There is also another reason for our inability to support the resolution. 
Sir Sankar.an Nair overlooked an important consideration JD -seeking to apply 

·his deterrent remedy to the wboJe of India. In many p-rovinces the Hindu. 
Moslem problem does not exist for all practical purposes. If simultaneous and 
uniform profress is uot practicable or attainable in aU provinces in India owing· 
to communa disharmony in some provinces, that is no conceivable. reason for 
denying further advance to provinces in which Hindus and Mal;lomedan.s are 
able to co-operate in putting their shoulders to the wheel of progress.. Such 
provinces may perhaps serve as object lessons and demonstrate ~to othez: p~o
vinces the benefits of mutual trust and communal harmony as ~ead1ng to speedier 
progress. 

Mr~ Suhrawardy's amendment which seeks to instal separate commun:i.l 
electorates as the basic and fundamental principle of the Jndia.n constitution is 
undoubtedly a most retrograde proposal. J beg of the advocates of separate 
electorates be they Hindus or Moslems-there are such advocates in both the 
communi_ti~-to pause and give a calm thought to the implications of their 
demand. If the atm of my Hon'ble friend who moved the amendment is to 
secure the retum of strong Moslem representatives through separate electorates, 
is it not likely that Hindus who are in a majority in many provinces wiU also 

-return aggresstvely communal Hindus to ,the elected bodies} How will this 

30{a) 
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·proceSs help-the Moslem minorities to secure their rights? If representatives 
·or both communities come throufh the same electorates, are -there -not· more 
·chartges·ror larger manifestation o good feeling and co--operation among ·them 7 
Again, my ·Hon'ble friend speaks of effective representation. -May I know how 
a·minority can ·ever be· effectively represented even on a communal basis in a 
province ·_like Madras where the Moslems form about 7 per cent of the popuJa ... 

•tiOn 'f If they are given 15 per cent of the elected seats, can they have effective 
'Tepresentation? How can 15 Moslems enforce their views against Ss -non
moslems? No ·minority can become effective unless it is converted Jnto -a 
majority <lr an ··equality. ·It is through the compelling forces of nationalism and 
patriousm that the good -sense of the majority is developed not to override the 
·rights of 1ninorities. It is this conviction that led Indian, Christian -and Parsi 

· CommUnities to favour aU along joint electorates. 
_ If, ho":ever, ~extraneous safeguar~s ~~e desired for freventing majorities 

··rrom tread1ng upon the corns of m10onhes, then we sbal have to resort to one 
-or two·eJC:pedlents. We must either invest the executive with large residuary 
-_powets of interference to protect minorities or secure statutory safeguards by 
~enacting- suitable provisions in the fundamental laws of the constitution against 
•infringement by majority communities of religious and social rights of minorities.. 
"My Moslem ·brethren will not-stand to gain anything by vesting in the executive 
larg~ residuary powers~ _ If the ~xecu~ve Government func~ions .as .a responsible 

· Government, 1t must necessarily yield to the popular wtll whach ss synonymous 
-w;th the-will of the Non--Moslem majority and Will be impotent to protect the 
-~interests of Moslem minorities. If the executive on the other hand, continues 
to be irresponsible to the legislatures, neither the Moslems nor the Hindus will 

-~ever get self.government. The alternative which is the·proper course, therefore, 
·for all minorities is to ask for enacting safeguards in fundamental Jaws of the 
_constitution.. This was already recognised and expressly provided for in the 
National Demand in which representatives of all parues in the central legislature 
have joined. Let Us not, ·therefore, commit political suicide ·by perpetuating 

· conimunal ·electorates. ·N-otwithstanding most extreme forms imagtnabJe in 
\which the honourable movers cf the original resolution and tbe -amendment 
~clothed their ·respective ·proposals, I trust that this debate will not add to the 
... existing --tension but will tm the other hand, serve as as opportunity for frank 
~·and free discussion of a vital problem with a view to its satisfactory solution. 
-x ·hope at an·events that it will bring home to the minds of the people the truth 
·that 1flndia is. privileged to have even ~a distant vision of the promised land, 
•it should see with both its tyes, and if India. is to breathe the air offreedom 
-eventualiy it should also do so with both its lungs, the Hindu -and Moslem 
communities.. 

Sir Sankaran Nair's Reply to the Debate. · 
.:Mr. ·c. ·s.. ~Khaparde baviDg reserved his amendment limiting communal 

... representation to the ·terms ·of -the Lucknow pact, Sir Sankaran Nair replied to 
... the debate. 'He-said his idea of the word minority had been much misunder
l:!tood. Mabomedans in Bengal ·were not a minority community. Similarly 
'Madras Non-Brabmins Were ·in a majority and still aU these claimed communal 
·reptesentation. Was it being contested,. asked Sir Sankaran Nair, that e.ven 
·if ·there ·should 'be- only five persons of a particular community in any one ' 
-provincet as for instance Sikhs in Madras, they should have a separate elec
'tonite? Continlling he instanced the. -ease of Europeans who, though returned 
to ~he Council in small numbers,. stated their case wen and briefiy and trusted 
to the COmmon sen_se of the house.. !f the decision was perverse, they looked to 

!the ·executive Government to override the council's decision in their favour .. 
· !fhat ought to be, in his opinion, the attitude of the minority communities. 

Resolution Withdrawn. 
:AU-amendments -having been lost without division, Sir Sankaran Nair 

·withdrew· tbe· resolution. 
. _ Constitution of· Advisory Committees. 
'Mr. bmadas ·l>a11tulu 'then moved lOr modification. of rules relating to 
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constitution of departmental advisory committees to provide-for election. of a,U of
their membe-rs instead of electing panels from which members were selec.ted at 
present. The mover said that self-respect demanded that all members. Cor 
these committees should be elected. - · 1 

The. resolution was rejected} the mover not challenging"' divisjon.. 
Presidentship of the Ceuncil. 

On the 21ST MARCH Sir Sankaran Nair moved his resolution favouring 
the amendment of the Government o£ India Act so as to provide for the Governor
General being the President of the Council and said he desired to restore the old 
practice obtaining in the Im~riat Legislative Council. The Presidentt.he said, 
ought to be impartial and a paid permanent Government Officer could not be 
above suspicion in the present transition stage. Moreover, it was not a civilian 
that should preside over th-e destinies of the House, but one who was nurtured in 
traditions of democracy. He thought a parliamentarian was better likely than a 
civilian to relay and favourably interpret the rules and regulations. From his 
own experience in the pastt he would say the Viceroy as President or the House 
was a living reality. 

Continuing, Sir Sankaran Nair said that, when tbe Viceroy could n.ot find 
time, a member of the Executive Council could preside. 

Mr .. Desikachari's Amendment. 
Mr. P. C. Desikachari moved an amendment providing fot the, appointment 

or an elected non..official member as President of the House. The object of. the 
Government of India Act being to vest more power in elttted representatives of 
the people, it was but fair that they should be given opportunities or guiding tho 
proceedings of the HDuse. · 

The amendment was lost without a divison. 
Mr. Ramadas's AmeDdment. 

Mr. Ramadas Pantulu moved another amendment for the election o( the 
President by the Council of State from among the elected members subject to 
the Governor-General's approval. He declared that bicameral system ollegi&
Jature in the Central Government in India had come to &tay and tbe reform 
would certainly go to improve the upper chamber. If the Assembly was eutrusted· 
with the task of electing its own President, there was notrung against thia 
House being entrusted with the same right. 

The amendment, on being put to division, was rejected by 32 votes against to. 
Mr. Pantulut speaking on Sir Sankaran's resolution, opposed the appoint

ment of the Governor-General to the Presidentsbir of the Council of State. Ho said 
it would undesirable for the Governor-Genera to preside over,the House not 
only on account of the perSOnal difficulties of His Excellencl' but also because. it 
tended to go against the progressive nature of the constituuon • 

. Sir Sankaran Nalr, replying, said that if an executive official should preside 
over the deliberations of the House, it was much better to have th~ Viceroy Cot 
the purpose.. The. motion was rejected. 

Warrant of Precedence. 
Lata Ramsarandas then moved a resolution favouring steps to secure 

assignment of a suitable place in tbe Warrant of Precedence to Members of tha 
Council of State, Assembly and Provincial Councils. Sir Umar Ha~t Khan- and 
Major Akbar Khan sup.ported the motion, the later with some reservation-. 

Sir Arthur Froom moved an amendment restricting the scope of the motion· 
only to members of the CouncH of State. Mr. Chari supported the ameudmcmt 
which was accepted by Lata Ramsarandas. The motion as amended was agroed to. 

Debate on Currency Bill. 
On the 24TH MARCH the Currency bill was taken. up lOr considerati<>J~ in 

the Council on the motion of Mr. Braync. 
Mr. Bra ,;me said that the amendments made in another place did not 

affect the maJll principles of the biU, which had· been widely discussed. Adjust
ment in prices bad taken place ·more on the side of 11. 6d. ratio lh;m Qn.the 
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side ofts. 4<1. The charge that the. GoverJlm~t had dl"ected manipulation in:: 
order to maintain exchange at IL· 6d. was unfair and unfounded.· If ts. 6d.o 
ratio was adop!ed, then it would mea~. definite r~mission of pr .. ~ncia! contri':ruoo: 
tions. Otherwtse, there would be addllaonal taxatton or no 'tetnJSSJOD. Re,·crsJcn- · 
to lS. 4d. ratio combined with reduction- of salt duty would mean deficit of 
abou.t R~ 5 crores in 1927 28, a.nd larger deficits in future years. '!he effect 
ofth1s action on the credtt of letha and on her powers ·to borrow. won!d be 
appalling.. He, therefore, asked the House to look at~ one picture which was one-. 
of continuing anU. abiding prosperity and another which- was one -.of gloom and 
disappointments · -

_ Sir Maneckjee Dadabhoyt Member o( the Currency Commission, was the 
first to speak-on the motion. He warmly protested against the attacks made by 
irresponsible members in the Assembly on the members of the Commission who 
were not tbere to defend themselves. A• for himself, he did not resent the 
accusations. But it was his duty to defend Sir Henry Strakoch who had been 
described as ha\·ing muddled the currency in South Africa and also muddled 
the currency in India. It was regrettable that Sir Purushottan:das Thakurdas, 
himself a member. had not the ga11antry enough ·to protest against· this charge, 
especially when Sir Purushottamdas bad, in his own speech, showered encomiums 
on both the Right Hon'ble Hilton Young and Sir Henry Strakoch.. His attitude 
was of great significance at the same time. He repudiated Sir Purushottamdas's 
charge that ts. 6d. ratio was a broad day loot. This charge meant that the 
Commission had made up its mind for ·xs. 6d. which was not the case.. If any 
one on the O,mmissjon had made up his mind on the ratio, it was Sir Purushot
tamdas Thakurdas whoin the Government should not have selected for tbat · 
reason. For bad not that member made himself responsible for the two. bills 
asking the Government to fix the ratio at IS. 4d.? 'The selection of Sir Purushot
tamdas was not fair to the Government or to Sir Purushottamdas himself. 

Amendment to Ratio Clause. 
On Sir Arthur Froom's suggestion the qu~stion was· put -aDd the bill was 

taken into consideration. · . 
Seth· Govindas1 moving his amendment favouring xs. 4d~ averred that India 

was not bound down by the Commission's recommendatkns, for the Comnrisskn 
itself was prejudiced in··favour of foreign capitalists and the Govetnment €fficials. 
As agriculturist and businessman himself, he claimed to know the real interests 
of -the agricultural population. He did not sulscrH:e to the propcshicn that the 
ratio· was less important than gold standard or go~d CUJ rency. He ccntended 
that' prices_ bad by no means come down as alleged. 'I he Indian agricultuJiS!S 
consumed only 7 per cent of the imports. "!hey would certainly lese by 1s. 6d. 
ratio,· The Government's ··action was like' robbing Indian Peter to pay English 
Paul and that Sir Basil was hke Nero fiddling \\hen Rcme was burning. Was 1he 
Council going to··vote for a ratio which would result in the shutting do\\D of miUs 
and other· industrial concerns and result in leek-outs and Jal;our disturbanc(.S 1 

The Council divided on Seth GovindasJs amendment> for JS~ 4(1. ratio and:. 
rejected it by 31 against 10 votes.. The House then adjourned. 

·' · On the 25TH MARCH the Council re-assembled to discuss the amendments 
iD respect of. clauses other than clause four of tbe Currency Bill. . , 

Seth ·Govind..as and. Mr. P. C.- Desikachari respectively moved theii amend-: 
rnents recommending the institut~on of an iDdependent. -gold mohur .in India. _ 
Seth. ~ovi~as averred t~t the policy adopted since .• 18og was !}~cuJcating moJ"e 
suspaciOns •ln popul~ 'mind t~at:: the Gc.ve~rnment mste~d ~glVJitg lnd.ia.a go14; 
currency and gold ootn accor4·1ng to her desue were. takJJ.]g.,~l\'o!l'Y':~ll ~vaila~e. 1 
gold to England wh~ lnd1a wanted gold. She was forced to a token currency 
which sbe djd not like. · · · 

· ~ra~·Desikacbari made- a p~fssioDate·:appeaJ~·jn 'support of hiS·amendment 
for nunting of gold mohurs. He chaUeged -ally ·member to deny that th~te was'· 
-a demaDd for gold coins. '· · ._ - !·· 1 ' , •• • -· 

Both. th~.·amendments of Seth Govindas and Mr. Desikachari were dercate(l~ 
by·27 agatnst.to_votes.· •· · · !l- ;U:JHI 



25 liAR, '27] GOLD SfANDARD AND RE~ERVE DANK BILLS 24e(e) 
Lala Ramasaradas' amendment opposing demonetisation of sovereign was 

ruled out of order and Mr. K. S. Roy Chowdhry unsuccessfuly moved two amend
ments on purchase of gold at Currency Office. 

All clauses of the BiU having been passed, Mr. Brayne moved the third 
reading of the BilL . 

·The Bill was passed withOut division, Swarajistii and few others crying " Noau 
· Gold Standard and Reserve Bank Bills. · 

On the motion of Mr. Brayne, the Council agreed to the As..cembly's re
commendation to refer the gold standard and Reserve Bank and Imperial Bank 
Bills to a joint Committee of both the Houses consisting of zS members. 

Finance Bin Passed.· 
On the 26TH MARCH the Finance Bill which was passed by ·the Assembly 

was discussed in the Council. · 
Mr. Brayne pointed out tbat the ·Assembly's reductioa of salt duty to 

AL to meant a little over 3 crores of Joss in the revenue and corresponding 
eft'ects on 1he Government programme of remission of provincial contributions. 

Sir Omar Hayat Khan moving the restoration of the salt tax toRe. J/4 
characterised the agitation for the reduction of the duty as a bogus war cry and 
also criticised the late Mr. Gokhale in this connection. 

The House divided and carried Sir Omar Hayat Khan's amendment by 
z8 against 9· · · 

·Reduction -or Postal Rates, 
Seth Covindas then · inoved his amendment for the reduction of postal rates 

making post cards available at quarter of an anna. He said the loss would be · 
only 86 lakhs and hoped the Government would manage to face the loss or this 
small sum. 

The a.mendment was rejected by 26 against 14 votes. 
Amendment on Super-TaY. 

La1a Ramsarandas moved an amendment to the super-tax schedule of tbe 
Finance Bill reducing the company super-ta."C to one anna per rupee in eJ;Ccss 
of the total of Rs. so,ooo of the total income and seeking to absolve the joint
Hindu family income of the first Rs. 25looo over the excess. The amendment 
dealt wjth aU forms of super-tax. The-mover said that monied people rendered 
Joyal service to the Government, during war time. Appealing to the Finance 
Member to agree to the amendment he urged tbat the income aught to he 
detennined by actual amount of savings. . 

The-amendment was rejected witllout a divi!ion.. 
. Clause of. the Finance Bill having been separately passed, Mr. Brayne 

moved tbat the Bin as amended be passed •. 
After the Finance Members reply the Finance Bill. was. passed .wilhout 

division. The only change made to the Bill was that the .Salt Tax was restored 
to Rs. I/4 mound. The House then. adjourned to the 29th March when after 
transactions.of purely formal business, the Council adjourned" Sine die". 



The Legislative Assembly. 
Budget.: Cu.ta i.n. 1.925:.2_~. 

On the 3RD FEBRUARY 1927 the following statement was. laid on the la\>1• 
of.the Assembly bySir. Basil Blackett, in. reply to Mr. Doraiswam•lyeogar's enqa•ry 
regarding the a-ction taken by the Government on the token of censure cuts made 
in budget demands by the Assembly during the years 1924, 1925 and tg>(j. The 
statement runs: In the budget for 1924-2-S t~erew.as only one. token cu!, tha~of. 
Rs. too un 'er the demand for forest. The. potnts brdught up ID the dtscusstOJl 
related to: (a) the delay· in_ the decision· about the training of Indian Forest 
Service probationers at the Forest. Research institute and College, Debra Dun 
and (b) the rate of Indianisation in the Indian Forest Service. The training: of 
Indian Forest Service probationer commenced at the Forest College, Dehra Dun 
from November 19%6.. As regards lndianisation, out- of 19 vacancies filled by 
direct recruitment during 19%5 and 1927, 9 were filled by Indianst 2 by Bunnans 
and 7 by Europeans, while- of the- 7 vacancies which are anticipated in 1927 
and IQ28 henceforward reeruitment of Indians and Europeans will be in propor
tioa of 75 to 25. 

In tbe, budget for rgzs-16 there were- token cuts of Rs. too each under. 
the demands for (a) taxes on income; (b) salt and (c) opium. As regards 
(a) the question of amending devolutioa-rulo IS was discussed-at. the conference 
of financial representatives in *ovember, la$~- in. the light of recommendations 
of the Taxation Committee~. It is DO\V under the consideration of th~ Govern
ment. As regards the cut undei (b) the question of making India self-supporting_ 
in the matter of salt raised by Mr .. Venkatapathiraju in moving the token cut 
has been under cpnsideration but no final decision has yet been reached. As 
regards the cut under (c) reference is invited to the press communique dated 
tzth Jane 1926 announcing gradual abolition of the export trade in opium in the 
course of ten years as well as to the resoJution of the Finance Department 
(Central Revenues) dated 17th June regarding the consumption of opium in 
lndia. The internal policy of the Government of India in regard to opium has 
not undergone any modification. The resoluti9n <)DOted simpJy reaffirmed the 
policy previously in existence.. Their external ~hey had been under considera .. 
tion independently for. some time and· the decision mentioned was a direct 
consequence of their international obligations. - -

On the railway budget, there had been.the following: token cuts :-(r) One 
of Rs. r,ooo on a motion by Mr. Joshi ill_ tg26-:i7i_!o call attention to the neces
sity of reducing third class railway fares. The Government have actually 
effected reductions on many railwa,x~ .... (~ One of Rs. 100 on a motion by 
Sa.rdar V. N. Mutalik in t92S·z6 and one or· Rs. too in the same year on a 
motion by Mr. M. K. Acharya and one of Rs. t,ooo by Mr. Joshi in 1925-26 and 
one of Rs. too on a similar motion by Mr. Ghaznafar Ali Khan's amendment, 
Mr. Gaya Prasad Singh and Mr. S<:hamnad Sahib Bahadur in 1926·27 to draw 
attention to Indianisation either of the Railway Board or the railway services. 
The Government have accepted and so have railway companies the recommen~ 
dations of tne Lee Commission in this respect. (3) One of Rs. 1,000 in 1926-27 
on a motion by Mr. M. K. Acharya to draw attention to alleged failure to 
redress the grievances of railway subordinate employees. The grievances alleged 
are not a<lmi tted and no special action has been taken. 



t5 lnl!. 'z7j BILLS CER1fiFIED IN 1924-t& 

Bills Certified in 1924-26. 
On the 15TH FEBRUARY in the Assembly Mr. Graham replying to the 

question of Diwan Chamanlal regarding the number of BiUs certified by the • 
Governor-General during 1924-26, said : These are two, nameJy, the Indian 
Finance Act 1924 and the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Supplementary 
Act I-PS. The Indian Finance Act 1924 was presented to the Parliament on 
19th May 1924, two months after certification of the date of presentation. The 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment {Supplementary) Act 1925 was not com
municated to the Government of India but presentation presumably took place 
after approximately the same interval from certification as in the case of 
the Finance Act 1924. Certification took place in the case of the Indian 
Finance Act on 19th March 1924 and in the case of the Bengal Criminal 
Law Amendment (Supplementary) Act 1925 on 24th March 1925• As the 
Governor~General made the direction referred to in proviso to sut>::sec-tion {2) 
of section lry--B, in case of both these acts, 'the assent of His Majesty was not 
required. The various sections of the Indian Finance Act 1924 became opera
tive on the date appointed in each sectiona The Bengal Crimtna.l Law Amend· 
ment (Supplementary) Act 1925 became operative on the date of the Governor
General's direction under proviso to sub-sectton (2} of section 67-B of the Gover:Q 
ment of India Act, namely 30th March 19,5· 

Mr .. Rangaswami Iyengar : Has there been any bill which has been reserved 
for the assent of His Majesty before becoming law t 

Mr. Graham: Princes Protection Act only. 



The Legislative Asse~mbly 
OPENING DAY-lfJTH JANUARY lfJ:Z'J'. 

Tho Third Legislative Assembly under the reformed oonatitntion met 
et eleven in the morning on the 19th Jannery- in the Connoil House, New 
Delhi. It was a fairly full houae with over 100 member& attending. Mr. 
Ratnaawami, or-President of the Madrae Legialative Council, waa in the 
chair. Tho bnsinosa on this day was confined to only swearing in of 
members. 

After the oath-taking oeremony waa over, the Assembly agreed on the 
motion of Sir Baail Blackett to elect member& not uoeeding fourteen to 
the Standing Finance Committee and on a similar motion by Sir Charlea 
Innes to elect member& not exoeeding eleven to the Standing Finance 
Committee for railways. Finally, the Honse agreed to elect eight member& 
for tho Pnblio Accounts Committee. 

Next dey, tho 20TH JANUARY, the Honse l'II'Suombled to elect 
Mr. Patel to the chair. There wae a ohoer!ul atmosphere about tho House 
as all sections were nnanimoua in favour of Mr. Petal's election. After oon
gratnlator:v speeches from both the official and non"'fficial bonchOI! Hia 
Excellonoy the V'ICOro:v's approval was announced. Mr. Patel then took tbe 
chair amidst aoclamation from all aides of the Honse. 

Mr. S. C. Mitra's Detention Denoonoed. 
On the 21ST JANUARY the House met in an atmosphere of oome 

excitement when the motion of adjournment of Pandit Motilal to raise the 
queation of Mr. S. C. Mitra, & detonne, was diseu.ned. This was held in 
order by the President and as no objection was taken, leave was granted 
and diacosaion took place immediately alter tho oonolosion of the normal 
business of the Honse. 

Pandit Motilal Nebrn, in moving tho adjournment of the Honea, oaid 
tho motion did not relate to the larger question of release ol political 
prisoners or the repeal or tho amendment of tho IO'O&IIed law nuder which 
they were deblinad, but it related only to the detention of an elected mom· 
bor of the Hoose oonatitnting a very sarioua encroachment on tho privileget 
of t~:o House and tho rights not only of the momber hut of tho oonstitneney 
which unanimonsly eleotod him. In explaining the facts of the case, the 
Pandit remarked that in arresting and detaining Mr. Mitra under tho 
Ordinance, the encutive wu gnilt;y of a double wrong, a wrong to the 
member and a wrong to hia constituency. The latter wrong was attempted 
by tho Governor of Bengal to be rodreaaed in a buroanoratio manner by 
issuing a notification that a particolar seet in the Bengal Oooncil had become 
vacant. Tbe constituency re-elected Mr. Mitra bnt the Government did 
not allow him to attend to hie duties. In course of time when the general 
election came, Mr. Mitra otood for the Auombly and he waa returned nn· 
opposed. He recoived summons from the Governor-General to attend the 

31 
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Assembly and hear his ins.ugural addresa on the 24th. Thereupon he 
applied to his custodiana to give him the opportunity of accepting the very 
generone invitation ext<>nded to him. But that was refused. So the Viceroy 
had duly invited Mr. Mitra but there were others who prevented him from 
coming here. Of course, Pandit Motilal &nticipated the Home Member 
would stand up and show his fist (Sir Alexander Muddiman : Nothing of 
the kind) and s&y that Mr. Mitra wao detained under the existiDg law ol 
the land and by competent authority. But Mr. Mitra, argued Pandit 
Motilal, bad not been tried, convicted and sentenced by any court and there
fore be has every right to attend to his duties as a member ol this House. 
By preventing Mr. Mitra from coming here, the Government were imposing 
a disqualifioeticn which did not exist under the law. If a similar case had 
arisen in England, then .,bat would have happened! P&ndit Motilal showed 
by quoting authorities tb&t no member of Parliament could be imprisoned 
or restrained except lor a criminal offence. A member oould not be arrested 
for & period ol forty days before or after the meeting ol the Parliament 
and any member who was in custody at the time of election was liberated 
in virtue ol bia privilege unless ho was undergoing imprisonment for an 
indict&b!e offence. That wae the common law in England and for· any 
breach of privilege conferred on members of Parliament, tho persons who 
were instrumental for the commission of the breach would be answerable. 
So if what happoned in the C&Se of Mr. Mitra bed happened in England, 
the Governor of Bengal would bave found himself in a very uncomfortable 
position at the Bar of the Honse of Commons. But India was not England 
and this Assembly was not the Parliament. The Pandit believed that there 
was no analogy between the Honse of Commons and tho Assembly. But 
il it bad even tho pretence of what it was alleged to be, then he maintained 
that it waa the inherent right of every member of a representative inotitu· 
tion to be present at its meetings and to represent his constituency. That 
right was inseparable from the nature ol the institution. True, the privileges 
ol the House of Commons bed been built up by long conventions. 

As regards the privileges of the Hou.e tbsre could be either long 
established conventions or certain privileges sanetioned by statute and it was 
np to this Assembly to lay the foundation to-day that it was the inherent 
right of every institution that its members should be protected. In the 
present instance, the right was fully recognised heoouse the summons of tho 
Governor·General were sent to him. Under section 11 oi the Aot under 
which Mr. Mitra was in dstention, it w,.. clear that he was 'not treated as 
a oriminsl. That being so it was not a esse of criminal character. The 
Viceroy, in opening tho Council House, had read the King's messago whiob 
expressed the hope tbet this Houso would prove to be one in which wisdom 
and juetice might find & dwelling plaee. Pandit Motilal put it to the Treasury 
benches and non-official European culleeguea w bother they would declare to 
the world the impotence of protecting themselves and the honour of this 
House. The best. judges .. ere the electorates who bsd &lresdy given the 
verdict. This House should not neglect its primary duty and trample under 
foot that verdict which was the very foundation ol their right to be here. 

Sis Alexander MUDDIMAN congratulated Pandit Motilal for the 
manner in which he bad dealt with the case and instead of showing him 
fight, be would cordially meet his argument as the Pandit got eminently 
reaoonable on points of constitutions! law, however defective in other matters. 
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The Pandit had done a great serviee by raising this question. II there 
was a privilege, then only the question of breach would atise. Tho matter 
was examined by a sub-committee of the Muddiman Committee oonsising 
of Sir T. B. Saprn, Sir Mabomed Shafi, Sir Henry Moncriei·Smitb and Mr. 
Jinnsh and they laid down to what extent priVIlege& existed. There was 
no doubt that the privilege claimed by Pandit Motilal did not exist. He 
went further and said that although there was no analogy between the 
Assembly and tho House of Commons (Congreae benches : Hear, hear), even if 
such a case h&d alison in tho House of Commons it would not have caused 
a breach of tho privileges of the Commons as the question of tho protection 
of penon and property was of vital importance. Ho deolared emphatically 
that if this House had tho same privileges as tho House of Commons, no 
breach of privileges would arise. As lor tho constituency of Mr. Mitra, 
there might have been some Ioree in the argument if it had been the queetion 
of detention of a member after eleetion. Tho constituency of Mr. Mitra 
was given a chance by the Bengal Government to elect another ropresontative ; 
but by re-electing him, his oonstitnoney sacrificed thoir intoroste for the aake 
of their sentiments, 

Motion Carried. 
After a few more speeches, the division bell was rung and the adjourn· 

mont motion censuring tho Government was carried by 64 against 46, The 
annommement was greeted with applauee by the non-olfioial benches. The 
House then adjourned. 

Viceroyta Inaugural Addre••· 
The next mooting of tho Assembly was held on the 24TH JANUARY 

when H. E. the Viooroy' a inaugural address in opening the ABSembly was 
read. The speech of His Excellency, particularly the political portion of it, 
was listened to with a rapt attention. In the course of his spoeoh referring 
to tho situation in China His .Excellency said :-

,,As regards external affairs, there 1a only one matter to wbioh It: ia neeeuary for 
me to refer. As Hon1 ble members are aware, tbe situation in Obina baa been the 11objeet 
of grave an:s.iety. Attacks have uceotJy been made ou lives and prope-rtylu. tbe "Tarloul 
treaty ports of tbe mercantile communities wbiob lnohrde many Iodiane as wt~U u 
British subject!. Certain settlements have already been evacuated a.nder preuure and 
the property of the residents extensively plundtred. Olher and even more important 
areas arc &imilarJy threatened and His Maje11ty'a Government have relaetanUy decided 
that it is tbeir duty to send reinforcements t.o China to protect the lives of those for whose 
aafety they are reaponsible. Haviug regard to tbe fact that India ia the neareat part 
of the Empire in which forces- &NI avadable !or immediate despatch, l.be Government of 
India have agreed to co-operate in thia purely defensive action by contributing a coati~ 
gen~ inollldillg lndi&n troops. 

Abollllon of Slavery. 
· " Po.blic opinion throughout tbe world bas Jatel;r witnessed the enlightened aeUou that 

has been taken to bring to an end the condition of slnery pu:vioaBlJ uiating In NepaL 
Tbe Hon1 ble membeo will have welcomed more recent examples of tbe same humane 
movement provided by tbe action of the Khan of Ka!at witbfu hfa territory and by the 

' measures taken only last month by tbe Government to atamp oot aJavery in aome ot tbe 
outlying terdtoriCB situated dose to the Burm~ frontier, A few montbs ago, 1 bad the 
opportunity of 'risiting another of lodia*a frontier& on tbe north·WNt and or teeing lot 
myself evidence of the improv.ed oonditlona which tbereprevaily 

u I trust that the policy which my Go•emment bu been paraaing for tbe Jut four 
yean in Wasiristan will continue to prove of benefit both to the independent trlbel and kJ 
She lldjaoent parte o1 Brilieh India, 
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lDdian Deputation To South Ariea 
u When I addressed the Indian legislature on the 17th August Ja.at, 1 stated that th.e 

Union Government had agreed tu hold a confuence at Cape Town with representatives of 
the GovUDme»t of lndia :In the hope of reaching a satisfactory settlement on the India.n 
pJOblem in South Afriea. The Delegation appointed by· my Government and generaUy 
acoepted by Indian opinion u representative aailed for South Africa on tbe 24.tb November 
and on aniva11 received a moat cordial welcome from botb the Government and the people 
of tbe Union. Tbe Conference was opened by the Prime Minister of tbe- Union on Decem· 
bel' 17th and oloaed on January 18th. At Bon. Membera -have seen from telegrams that 
have appeared In the press, a provisional agreement baa been arrived at between tho 
delegations of the Indian and tho Union Governments wbioh will require ratification by 
the ft:Bpective Government. Bon.. Member& will abare the aatiafaction of my Government 
that Sir Mahomed. Ha.blbollab and bia colleagues, again happily aaaiated by the devoted 
and unaelfiab. laboura of :Mr Andrews, should have succeeded in .reaching an understanding 
which aa we may hope, will lead to a settlement of this long&tanding problem. 7hose who 
recall the di11leulty that tbia question presented a few months ago will feel that the new 
aapeot which it baa a.asomed reflects high oredit. on those who have represented the two 
eouutrita in these diaetwioue. Our delegation have already left South Africa and are due 
to arrive in Delhi on February 6th. PendiDg their return aud the receipt of their .report. 
I am not in a position to make any announcement regarding the pro¥i6ional settlement 
that has been reached. It ia :bltended to pu.bUah the :roolt of the work of the Conference 
elmultaneoualy in both countries and in regard to the date of such publication, we are 
bound to conault the wishes of the Union Government. My Government will not fail to 
give the Chamber of the Indian Legilllature an opportunity of discuaaing the matter at 
She earllelt ~ble opport...Uty. 

The Royal Ind!au Marino 
"I now tum to tha announcement made by my predeceuor on the 9th February 1926 

fn the Council of State conveying the decision of Bia Majesty's Government to reconatitate 
the Royal Indian MariDe aa a combatant force, thus enabling India to enter upon the first 
stag-e of her naval development and ultimately to undertake her own naval defence, Lord 
Beading JOin~ out that much conatruotive work bad to be done before the Royatlndian 
Navy eould be iDauguratrd. I am glad to be able to n.y that collSiduable progress baa 
aJrtady been recorded. Tbe Bombay dockyard has b~ busiJy enga~red in the equipment 
of the depot ehip and only one eloop remain to be acquired in order to complete the initial 
atrengtb iD. abips. Detail• of recruitment. organisation and finance ha¥e been worked oat 
and the moat important of the propo~ale of my Government under these heads are already 
in the hands of the Secretary of State. The neces&af7 legislation in Parliament will be 
carried through, 1 hope, early thla year. My Government will then be in a position to 
introdnce Jegialation to provide for the di&oipline or the new force and when ~hat legiala
tion fa passed, the Bo_Jallndian Na¥J will eome into existence. 

Sir S. Hoare's Arzhal 
'' A ucent event of oatstaudiDg intertat hu been tbe arrival in India of the Secreta17 

of State for Air in the fi.:ret of the grot ail' Jtners sent out to this coontry by the Imperial 
Airway& Company. ln 10 far aa india is concerned, this development of aviation mBt'kl 
the inUodoctiou into the CODDtf1 of a new form of civil trauaport. India is a country of 
'tht dittance8t but aviation aunibiJat_es diatance. M it baa hitherto been reckoned, the 
increased speed of air transport, coupled witb the faeUittea whiob it offera for aurmounting 
geographical obataoles, will bo a potent factor in abortening the communicatio-n of India 
with other countrtea aDd al&o in liDkiDg up her own wide-apread p:o¥inces_ tbua drawiDg 
tbe.m more clote11 togethe~ u memberl of a single nation. 

BoaliWia Before The House 
''As the Uooee knows, there are several financial and commercial matter with which 

we are at pnent concerned. Alter a aeries of balanced budgett, the Government of India 
may jutly claim to ba¥e reached a atrong financial pt1altlon with their credit t1rml7 
e&tabUahed both within aod ou.t1ide India. While eecurjug &:biB re•nlt for which India 
own anal debt of p:ratttode to the Hon. the FiDance :Member, Str Ba&il Bl&ekett, tbe 
GOTeJnment have been able to aboliab the cotton exotee dnty, to reduce the salt ta1: and 
to extingui&b a eona!derable proportion of the provincial contributions. Dor!Dg the 
preaent. aenion in add1tion to the annnal Finance Bill, legialative meaanre1 will be laid 
before JOll to give dect to the principal re:commendation• of the Oo:r:rency Oomminlon. 
AllW will •lao be placed before 7ou boKd ou the m:ommendationt 0: tbo TariJ! lloard 11 
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regarda protection to the steel htdoatry. The declared object of our protective palter it 
that ultimately the proteoted indultriel ehoaJd be able to stand slone and faoe wotld 
competition unaided and it is by tbis criterion that tbe &ucceea or failure of the policy will 
be judged. The remarkable progres1 made at Jam1bedpur atuce 1924: a.ftorde rcaaonabte 
grounds for the hope that before many yeaJS have paued, steel will be made a1 cheaply iu 
India as in any country in the world a.ud that the need for prom:tion will diaappear. 
BoUt is necesaary, if capital ia to be attracted to tba iudnstry, that manufacturers ahouJd 
be aaured for a reaaonablylong period of the cont.tnuaue of the baaio duUea appHcable to 
imports from all countries. The Board. however, ant, I think, right tn fon~oasting that 
ulter aeven yeara the time will have come to renew the poaitiou afresh and ascertain ln 
the light of the clronmst.ances theD existing whether or not the induatry deserve~~ pl'Otectlon. 
The Textile Enquiry Cemmittee i¥, I understand, about to eubmit itt report and my 
Government will seek to arrive at a prompt decilion on the imlea involved. 

The Duty of the Govwuor..Geueral 
~~I turn now to topics of a more general obaraotar which moat ncoeuarny occapJ 

a prominent p1ace in all our thought& This Auembly it of part!coJar importau~ 
inasmuch aa within Ita life.time must be undertaken the statutory enquiry pre8Crlbed by 
tbe Government of India Act. 'fbta fa® is my esouse,. U euob be needed. for speaking 
frankly on some aapectl of the general situation. Bu~ before doing ao, I deaire to make 
my own poettion and tbat of any Governor-General plain. A5 long aa the ftoRol eootrot of 
Indian policy ia constitutionally vet~ted in the Scerctary of State on behalf of ParUament, 
it ia the duty of the Govemor~General, while be holds hit oHlee, to guide bia conduct in 
oonformfty with the general poliOf approved by the [mperlal Government. Jott aa in 
Parliament, however, lndi&u affairs arc with foreign policy rightly held to be outside 
ordinaty party eoatrov8J'8ies, so a Oovernor.(Jeneral u aueb hu no concern wit.h Brlti•h 
party politics. It is hit duty with btt Government to seek faltbfull:r to repreeent to the 

·Imperial Government what be conceives to be lndfan~s interelte and be muat count on the 
help ottbe legislature to enable bfm to do tbia fairly. On the other hand, it 11 pouible 
that he may be able to help India by telling those who repnaent her in her Councils 
from his own knowledge of the manner in which and tbe angle from which the judgment 
of Parliameut fa likely to be formed. 1 dO not ignore tbe fact t.hat there il a sec'lon of 
opinion in India whtcb reject tho rlgbt of ParUameat to be the arbite-r of tbe faabfoo or 
the time ol India•• political development. I can underatand that opinlco. I can 
acknowledge the :einoerlty of some of those who bold it; but I can devlle uo meana of 
reconciling such a position with the undoubted. facts of the •tta.a.tiGn. But there 11 
anothel' &t!ction. of opinion which, while hesttatlng to prefer 10 fundamental an objec
tion to any right of Parliament to be the Judge of the&o matten, would yet IAJ fn 
e1f-ect, that it was indefensible for Parliameut to enrolle its judgment in any sense but 
that of (!r&nttng to India. forthwith a wide, If not a complete, extension of rcspon•lbte 
power. Distinction between these two Unea of crlticiam is narrowt for Parliament woold 
be no real judge if ita title were held to depend for sanction upon the jadgmeot tbat it 
deUvera and it is eca~ly poeaib!e to impugn ita right to deliver a free Yt'rdict without 
challenging Us titl~~t to sit in judgment on the case. J have DOt infrequently been told 
that the problem fa psychological and that many, 1f not mostly, of oar prrsent di.Hioultiet 
in. regard to the pace and manner of advances would disappear tf it wu once poulble to 
eonvlnce India that the British people were sincere in their profeaeed intention of giYing 
India reaponaible Government, It Is dJftleult to know in wbat way one may hope to c&rry 
oonviotion to quarters wbfoh remain unconvinoed. I have already atat.ed my beltef that 
whether what tbe British people hu IIOUght and fJ seeking to do In India will be apprORd 
or condemned by bi1tory, their own luherlted qualif.iea lett them no alternatlft bot to 
open to India the path in which they bad tbemtelvea been pJoueenand along which thq 
have led and aro leading the peoples wherever the British flag is ftown. M.oreover1 ill 
the sucoeS& or the attempt to lead a friendlJ India toward• aelf.governmeo-t, the aeJf .. 
tntereat and the credit of Great Britain before the world are alike engaged and forbit bu 
to contemplate with equanimity the failure to achieve a purpose wblch baa been eo pobllcJy 
proolaimed. EY-ery 'British party in a enecesaion of P&rhamenq elected on ~ho wtdrat fran. 
ohiae and, therefore, npreaenting, in the wldett poatfble mauuer, the Bnt.ith peop!~ baa 
pledged it.lelf to the terms of the 1927 declaration, 'l'bey bave Implemented tboae term• 
bJ ltgislatton and thus given practical proof of aincerit7 by introducing wfde far·reaoblng 
obanpe into the atraet.ure of the Indian· Government. FroiD tbote uodertakinp, no 
British party can or will withdraw aud altbougb the Britt•h race m&ylack many esoeHent 
qualltieo, lhey caDDOt a1f0ld 10 remain Ullmond b)' oborpo ol bid fa!lb wblch lbelr 
wbolollltlof7 ~~m~.., 
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Detention of Pdsoners without Trial 

"But it ia said t.OO alleged sincerity of Parliament r~C?ivca praeti~l eont~ietion, ~n 
the one hand by arbitary encu.tive aets such as the rletent1on of Certain men Without trial 
in Bengal o~ tbe other by the nluetance of Parliament to give a. firm time-table for the 
oomplctio~ of ita loudlY prof~sed purpo3e of making lndia heraelf rcaponaible within the 
Empire for her own Govt. The first question conceJ:ns tbe exercute of that executive res
pomibility wh1oh mn&t rest upon an~ admin~st.ration, ~owe~ constituted, and .thongh. 1 
am well aw&re of iti political reacuons, it 18 a qneshon V.:hteh muat be- d~lt Wtth on ttl 
merits and baa no direct relation with the general question of constitutlOnal advance. 
For consti~ntional forms may vary widely, bat the mamtenance of law and order is the 
inalienable duty of aU those on whom falls the task of Gonrument and, indeed, the 
action of whieh complaint is made is eoteiy due to the fact. that the Government has 
had good reason to believe that those now detained have rejected the way of COD• 
stituUonal agitation fol' that of 'Violent conspiracy and that to put a term to their 
dangerous activities was essential. I sllare with an honourable members the desire 
to see an end to the neet'88ity fol' the continuance of these meamre, bot the guiding 
principle in this matter must and ca.n only be the interest of the pablio tiafety, 
Nor i& the matter one that nate wholly or mainly in the banda of the Government~ 
Before :release can be sanctioned, tbo Govemment mast be satisfied either that the 
conspiracy has been so far sappnsscd that thoae set at lii~rty, even if tbey so 
doired, would be unable to revive it in a dangerous form or if the organisation for 
conspiracy still exiate, that these releaaed would no loDger wish to employ their 
freedom to :resume their dangerous activities. The Government have always made it 
clear and I ~p9t it to.day that their sole object in keeping any man under restraint is to 
prevent terroriat outrages and that they are prepared to release them the moment they 
are satisfied that their release would not defeat this object. 

l'arl!&men~ will not be Coerced. 
•1 The other main ground for challenging the Biuecrity of Parliament is based, asl 

have aaid1 on the general method of approach that Parliament bas adopted towards the 
problem of Indian eonBtitntional development and, as nogarda this, 1 wiab to apeak moze 
fuJiy. Those wbo are an:ioua to see constitutional advance must either coerce .Parliament 
or convince it. I cannot empbaeise too atrongJy that in this matter they are not likely 
to succeed in coercing Parliament and that Parliament will resent any attempt to do 80 
onder whatever shape the attempt ia made. Moreover, 15 must inevitably bo gravely 
diaquleted by 1enguage which appear& to be inspired b7 hoatility not only to legitimate 
British interests but aiso to the British connection., Nor is this feeling on the pan of 
Parliament tbe mere selfish desire to retain power that is is eometimes represented to be. 
Parliament believee, and in my judgment.rigbtly. that as it bas been placed by history 1n 
a position to gnide and as&il!t India, it would be definttely defaulting on these obligations 
if it reduced ita eharge before it was &atisfied that it could be safely entrasted to other 
hande. Parliament therefore, will be rather inclined to examine the practtcal snccess or 
Dtherwiae that has attended the attempt it has made to solve the problm~, It will bo 
quite ready to believe that there are featuie& in the prtsent line of arrangc!meuta which 
can be improvtd, and it will be rtady to imJ:rove them. What it will not understand 
is the line of argument wbicb snys that, beeause tbo present foundations for future m
pon!Db!e Government are allt'ged to be at fault, this is neee811arily to be remedied by 
immediately asking those foundations to bear the entire weight of the whole edifice we 
desire to build. When Parlia.ment invites India to co.operate in the working of the 
reformed constitution, it d06 not invite any Indian party, as it was authoritatively stated. 
the. other day, to -l&y a11ide _for_ ~be time being its demand for Swaraj. It da5 not 
d~~re that any pa~y. or 1Dd1vidn~l should forego tbe freest and fuJleat rigbt. of 
cnticism and con&titUtiODal opposit1ou to any action that the Government may 
take. :Bot it doea invite Indian polit-ical parties to ehow whether or not the ultimate 
mncture which Parliament 11 :seeking to enct ia one auitable to Indian conditions 
and Indian neede. lf it sees any large s~ction of Indian opinion however vocal ia. 
~desire to further tb~ cauae of Indian self·Govemment, steadily adhering to. the deter .. 
mmat.ion to do noth~llg but .~b&t.ruct the machinery wis.h whieb India baa been 
entrused, Par.liau:"ent 18 more hkdy_ to see in tbia evidence that the application of 
western COD!itltUtlonal practice: to lnd1a may be mistaken than proof of the wiadom of 
imt;nedia~ surrender t~ India of all its own rtaponstb1Uty. It ia, therefore, a matter of 
aattafac:!tOn that a contiderable part of the pol1tical thougbt of india baa Dot allowed 
itMU. to be dinuaded by '7iticiem or oppositiun from tndeavourlng to work the new 
eo»&tltuUon With. a conetructlVe purpose. 'lboae who 10 guide their action are,. in zq 
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itld~ent, proving themse1vea the true frienda of tll.dflln oonatltutfonal if"velopmen~ 
~rliament is likely to jnrfRe t-hese mJtttera a& a ptaln qnPBtion of puotle.flol ~mo~ney. It 
Wlll be leu fn~l'f'Att>d in the e-xact lf'g&l an<\ oonstituti"'nat l'i!Z'bt• llr&ntf"d by tha 
reforms to the Indian lf'1rialatoTt'B than in the ntent to whicb thHo lPJrhdatoree ha.-e 
realfsM their rt'8ponsibilitiee and dntiPB. It will M qnite wllllnll' to rt'CnQ'tliM fntd m~~ob 
allowance for the Jimlt.ations plaoOO. upon l~'>gitlA.t.u~ by tbf! ext•ling eon&tltotlon. Bnt 
ft will be gennin~ly puzzlerl and di:sappGiUtNi if it ftnlit: tbat tL ~01{ pllrt of t'"D Jf'IU'I 
has ~n wasted lD. a refosal t.o play the g11.me hf'CSlU81'1 some of thP. phtyf"nl dfd 1\0t Hke 
the rules. Propagllnda fn fuour of altering the TUlf'!! in the early sta~l ftf tbfl Rtlm" will 
have little efff'Ct on the mind of Parliament. But, on the otb~r bo.nd, it wm oNtainly hG 
inftuenctd if It finds the Indian le~lslatorea exercising th~tr respnn1llbntttcs, albclt 
Ilmited, in a spirit of setvloe to ln<'Ua and tacitly M!lumia.~ always that. thair tf'&l TEtponst. 
b!liLy ia greater than tb&t which 1s exprec88•i in any statute, for Parliament hu 1pent 
hnndted of years to perfecting its own constitot1ont and knows very well that It has 
only Rrown into what it ie to.day by the atea.rly use and extension ot the poWf-r, at ftrR 
llmited bot. by ouat.om and pnced@nt oonstaut1y ezp,ndinJZ. The-re was a tim~ In Canada 
wl en the relil'{lons differeneea bntwe~n ProteRtant.a antt Rom-.n Oathollca wf'r& anppok"d 
to eo.nstUute an absolute bu to fo.Jl self-Government; bnt:, after a few YPfti'R nwing to 
the good sense of the Canaifian J~jlla!ahtl'P, t,hn VPry rmt poWPr& of tl111 Britieb Parlhnrumt 
to intervm.e wore sil~ntty allowed first to fall into deAUt!'tntltt ant! th~m to dJtttt.PP81'a 
Parliament knows too that it is by this mf"flns that everyone of the Domfnfnna hils nbhtinM 
fo111'6poneiblea~lf-Govf>mment:, finfllly 1e&dinJt, aR we have llf't!'D at the ht.st tmpPrial 
Conference, to a wirle revision of thfl l"tt"'r of constitutional n1atlona previourly prevailing 
between the several Governments of the Kmpi~a 

An A pptal for Co-operatlona 
"Tbat then fa the posiUnn tf we eonctd~ u t Aflk Wfl may. to BritfAh and Jndfan 

peoples' sincerity of pal'~ We a~ in &i:l'f'f!mnt on th!! fondatnPntal ma.tle'r nf tbe end 
we df'!dre to r.eac.b. Tbent may be 1md ia df!la1l.Ttemrmt ovflr the ways and mnna of 
rachtng it: but it Ia surely a stra.nsre distortion of Pf\I"SP'OUvf', if we allow our conduct 
to be unduly influenoed by dli'feynoes nn luut'& whtch aT#' afW all nnJy fnatdf'nt&l to 
tbe main issue on which we are ~a Hel'f', as In other human aft'ain nolat!on•l"J' 
prOK1'E'U can be realised In two diff11rent ways between whteb we haVII constantly to make 
our obofce. Either we oan Bf!A.rcb ont; points of a(l1'et'MPDt. In the final l)arp~ wblah 
inilptn~ thought and action, or re-j~UnR th~ tteaef'fnl eoonat>lS, we can follow tbe way 
of conftiet where a~ent is fo!'R'Otton, where disagl'Hlmf'nts are ex&.!;!~e.raterl and where 
tbe fatr flowers of mntnalnndentandinR and trust a~ OVt'~own by tans!'IM wuds o! 
suspicion and resentment. In many rlirectiona and throup;bf"n.t many centtrrfea, the world 
baa made trial or the )a&t and, in sore disapprtint.ment nt the nsn!ts, is eomina- fl1linfu1Jy 
to learn that tbe v;ay of friendship may be at: once the more nobte and the more powerfo.l 
Jnstnment of proiZrees. 

u I ban thouJht it rfS!'bt tn sA.y m moeb, bt'<:an~ [ am rfuplv im"Jm"Fvd with the 
gravfty of the aitoA.tion and with tbe nPCnSity that lif't upnn ns a1l of fAefnJZ fact~t.. I am 
conscinna that !J"DCh that I bave s~~oM may M'Ok!" cTittef.-m and e%cftf" opnntfHon. bot I 
hope that I may have ueeM"ded in sayinll it in worrls tbat will not wnnnd thA lt'Jrltfma~ 
&nscPptibiJiUes of any. If in this: r~pPet., I bne anywhPTe -.roue &tltrAy and f'mpfoved 
lanpap wb!cb has falsifit!'d my hOlM!Il, 1 wonld ht!'re nn'l"rttS mv Rf'nnlne rPtzrflt, llnt1 

bl'tlieving as I do that wbat 1 have u.fd ia truP. I ~hnnld tbtnlt myflf'!:Jf to- havft been 
lacking in my duty if I bad ~n detl~~ from teiUn!l tbfs As.YmNy frankly what l 
conceive to be the truth from the fAAr that it might. Mntld nnpleasantly upon thmr 
ear& ft were bf!tter to be blamed for Myin~~t unulf!asant thlu:n ff they are trnf' fn tfme 
than to be eondemnert fo~ savlnl{ t:ht>m too ht.t.f!. r think it ie i!811'"Dtfal thRt India 
should clearly appr~iate som-e Of tbe faotora whicb will be pBwt>rful to fnRnenCf!l the mind 
of Parliament. I haTe BOa!lht, so f,n as m, own PKflP.rfPDcf! and knr~wlf'figft on thMWJ 
matte-n; is of any worth, to pJRee India tn nossrs-ion of tbl"m and I t"a1'nl'tlfJy hnfll! that, 
in the time which will PlnnRe- bf!fnrP the tda.tntory enqutry. f'Vf'ntl' may fn11rnv lOeb " 
coursP. u may convince both India and GrPnt Brit:A.in that it fa J)t'lflfiih1e for them harmoni
ously t.o work togeth .. r for th,. ennaomm•Hnn nf tbelr Ctmimnn hoJK'll.'t 

Next day, the 25TH JANUARY. on the Honse re·n•••mblin2. Mr. 
Srinivasa Iyengar moved an nrl.iournmont motion to raiso the qnestion of 
the Government of India sendin2 troops to China. This was at firat ruled 
by the Preaident as in order, but before adjourning the eitting for luneh, the 
President read the Governor-General's message disallowing the motion on 
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the ground that it could not he moved without detriment to public interests, 
The President added that as a result of disallowance by the Governor
Gsneral no discussion on the motion would toke plaoe. 

Introduction of Official Bills. 
Sir Basil Blackett introduced two Bills; one amending the Negotiable 

Instruments Aot to provide that negotiable instruments including cheques and 
Bills of exchange which are expressed on the faoe of them as drawn to 
bearer sh.all not in any circumstances lose their character as hearer instru
ments on account of their having been endorsed ; the second amending the 
Securities Act to limit the liability of Government in respect of discharged 
loans and prevent recourse to the Iodian Sueeeasion Aot 19211 to evade the 
safeguards attached by the Securities Act to tbe issue of duplicate notes. 

The Home Member. next introduced three Bills, one amending section lUi 
of the Civil Procedure Code giving effect to the recommendations of the 
Civil Justice Committee's report on the subject with some modifications and 
the second amending the Limitation Act on the lines of the Bill which was 
pa>sed by the Council of State and was before the 1st. seasion of the last 
Assembly. The Bill as now introduced narrows certain objections raised 
in the last Assembly. The third Bill is lor amending the Regiatration 
Act removing doubts created by the PriVY Council with reference to con
tracts lor sale of land where esrnest money is paid. 

Sir Basil Blsckett then introduced his three Currency Bills. 
Sir Charles Innes then movec! the two Steel Bills which were allowed to 

be introduced· 

DillCUSsion on Reserve Bank Bill. 
Sir Basil BLACKETT was cheered ae he rose to move the circulation of 

the Bill to establish a gold currency and to constitute a reserve bank. This 
·Bill he said gave effect to a comprehensive scheme of ourrenoy proposed by 
the Hilton-Young Commission and it was right that it should he placed 
before the public for criticism. The prep>ration of the Bill was difficult and 
he paid a tribute to the Finance Dep•rtment, Mr. Dar king, Controller of 
Currency and Mr. Wright of' the Legislative Department. 

The Finance Member also announced tbat alter consultation with variollS 
quarters of the Honse, the Government bad decided that effective discussion 
of the Exchange Ratio Bill shonld not take place till the budget was presentad. 
He hoped that· the currency controversy would be over and would not cloud 
their vision when the Bill he was proposing to cironlate came up for discussion. 
The Bill was comprehensive and put proposals for a gold bullion standard 
and a reserve hank together as the two were mutually inter-dependent. 

Sir Basil Blackett then •xplained the currency propossls. He emphasised 
that the silver rupee would now become the unit of aocount and gold the 
at...,dard of value. India to·day was taking a material step forward. India 
was going further and adopting a gold bullion standard which measured the 
inter-convertibllity of a legal tender and gold. In fact, India would stand 
exactly where the United Kiogdom stood under its Gold Standard Aot ol 
19211 subject to special arrangements in regard to the rates at which gold was 
to he given. He assured the House that Iudia would be joining the ranks of 
the countries with an absolute gold standard. Those who wanted a gald. 
currency must also support the Bill as it provided an indi.pensablo stsge for 
moving to that goaL It was ~mposaible to tie their Sllcoesaors b7 fixing the 
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dat& on which gold currency would bo introducod. Moreover, tho &xing of 
the date would only retard the date rather than hasten it. He anticipated 
~at in 10 t.> 111 years .gold currency might be adopted. Tho very firtt 
ddlioulty now was the emstenoe of the exceaa of a large ooinod aUver. For a 
gold currency they would require sufficient sold aaaote ; but to-day the paten· 
tlal gold asseta in reserve were not enough. No less than GO oror .. were 

'looked up in silver rupseo. In the paper Currency Reaervo, 100 croroa of 
·silver rupee wore in reaervo. He held that their reserve wao euflioient to 
maintain stability of exchange at the prosent tl• facw rate if they were willing 
to use their reserve. For the pnrpooe ol the gold bullion standard, they 
moot strengthen the gold position of their noerve. They could not ignore tho 
exiotence of a large snrpluo of rupees either in their r .. erve or in hoards, lor 
when rupees came out ol hoards thoy went into reserve !saving effective 
rupoos in ciroulatlon very much the same. 

Aa for the new notes, be emphaaiaod that they must get rid of tho 
obligation tu get silver rupee which obligation caused the breakdown of tho 
pre"War gold currency syetam during the war. Notea in India would, aa 
in England, meom the equivalent of the face value with the rnpao eneured 
by automatic provioions of the currency law aad tho working of the onrranoy 
machinery and of the reserve bank. 

Sir Basil Blackett finally touched on the broader aspect of the iBBUo. He 
opined that not only his proposal would ensure a higher st•ndard of life 
but also lead to the consolidation of national unity. He quoted tho instan"" 
of the United Statea of America whose unit wao efficiently brought into 
existence by the genius of Sir Alexander Hamilton devoting attention to the 
currency and banking system wbich led to the conatitntion of a Fodera! 
Reserve l!anlr. In laet I regard the Reserve Bank Bill as liberaliam Ia 
finance that has ever been offered to India a!!d it is a fitting meaonre 
to take the &ret step in this new Oounoil Hol180. It is in accordance 
with the spirit of the declaration of 1917 and will add enormoualy to 
the importance and infiuenoe of India's position in the 6nanoial councils of 
the world when the Reserve Bank of India takes ito pl.., side by aide 
with other sister institutions of the world." Sir Baeil Blackett, while 
admitting the difficnlties and trials of floating a now institution, ampbaeiood 
that there was no other option, for the Imperial Bank must be kept to 
contioue the great commercial and bonking services it W88 rendering to the 
country. He could not too strongly loy stroee on the potential value of the 
two strong institutiooa lunetioning aide by side, one by continuing with 
greater freedom to expand ite · businB88 facilities and tho other taking 

~ over all Government bnsinesa in mattera easentially of a bankiog character. 
The Secretary of State had agreed to promote parliamentary legislation to 
transfer his powera in London to the Reaerve Bonk in India. He anticipa
ted that hank! in Jodie would come to treat the Reserve B•nk aa their 
friend and coonsellor which would, by discount facilities, give the bank! 
greater liquidity in respect of tboir 888eto than waa availablo at presont. In 
tboir propooals compensating the lmparial Bank, the Government had 
ouoceoded in do>iug even-handed juatice aD round, aafeguarding the intereeto 
of tho taxpayer enouring that it did not damoge other bauke ~nd at tbe lama 
time diaoharging their r01ponsibility to the lmparial Bank whtch tbey brought 
into niatence and the extenaion of whoae banking laoiliti11 Will of deep 
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concern to tho Government. He conoluded : " This is the greatest measure 
of financial liberalism and as such I recommend it to the publio.'' 

Sir Purshottamdas THAKURDAS deolared that Sir Basil IDaokett bed 
teken the opportunity of traversing even the ground not covered by the Bill. 
The speaker wanted a categorical anawer to the question whether the 
Government accepted the unanimous recommendation of the Currency Com· 
mission that when India had an adequate gold reaerve, the Assembly could, 
on demand, have a gold currency. The speaker had his apprehension in the 
matter of the introduction of a pure and unalloyed reserve bank in India of 
the type in Western countries. This was building from the top. Canada 
which had four thousand banking branches wM still thinking of a Central 
Bank• The Finance Member bad not told them of the number of banking 
branches in India. The Imperial Bank alone had branches rnnning into 
three figures; it had 164 branches. The question really WM what was to he 
done to develop banking in India and tho starting of a Reserve hank would 
hardly meet the question. There were in India only 26 respectable banks of 
etanding, out of which 21 were non·Indian banks and only five Indian banks. 
His eupport of a Reserve Bank was due to his anlriety to do whatever he could 
to teke out the present control of 'Indian currency from the bands of White
hall and transfer it to the Government of India, however imperfect and res
ponsive at times the latter was (Congress benches : "unresponsive at all 
times"}. He would rather wish that the Reserve Bank need not necesaarily 
be difl'erent from the Imperial Bank of India. He did not want a pure aed 
unalloyed Reserve Bank which the U. S. A. wanted with its 35,000 
banking branches and wbieh Canada did not have even with <l,OOO branches 
and whioh might not, therefore, be at all suitable to India. 

Finslly, Sir Pnrshottemdas strongly protested against the Government's 
decision to defer consideration of the Exchange Ratio Bill till altar the 
Budget. This strengthened the suspicion that the Government did not want 
the Bill to be discussed on its merits and that the Assembly would be deprived 
of disllUISing the Bill impartially. The Assembly should have been given an 
opportunity of discussing the Bill at the earliest opportunity. The Finanoe 
Member would now present the House again with a jail acoompli by framing 
the budget on la. 6d. and declaring that it could not be changed to ls. 4d. 
baais as the Finance Bill must be paesed hy the lllst March. Sir Purshot
temdas warned that the longer the delay in the imperial consideration 
of the que)!tion the mora wouid the Finance Member·handicap those holding 
contrscy views. 

Mr. G. D. lliBLA thought the Bill wM oalculated neither to give a gold 
atendard nor a gold currency to India. In order to have a gold currency 
India must have a gold standard. The difference between the selling and 
buying rate was eight annas in India, whereas in England it was half anna 
per tola. That itaeU would show that it was not possible to establish a gold 
standard as proposed in the Bill. Under the scheme proposed in the Bill 
India could not lor even 40 years have a gold currency. As regards the 
pootpoben..ent oi the consideration of tbe ratio he welcomed i~. if for 
110 o•her reason than at least to see that an expert like Sir .l:lasil Blackett 
d1d nut commit mistakes which were committed by Sir Malcolm 
Hailey. Mr. Bir.a said there waa no guarantee th•t the Reserve Bank would 
be domi11ated by particular aroups of finanoiera. When the time came' 
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they could oonsider how beat to provide for proper ropreaontation and control 
of banking. He alscf urged th:lt more banks should be entered in the 
sohednle &ttaohed to the Bill. 

Mr. Shunmukam CHETTI, Chief Whip of the Congresa party, asid 
his party had not been oousulted by the Finance Member who bed deo!&red 
that the majority view in the House was that discussion on the ratio qneltion 
might be postponod till alter tho budget. Regarding ourrenoy he emphasised 
that there must be a statutory obligation on the Government or tho Reserve 
Bank to build up ito gold resource within " oertain fixed time in order to 
enable the introduction of a gold currency soon after that. Without snob a 
provision, there would be no currency at aiL He oould not, therefore, undel" 
stand how snob a provision would retard the realisation of the objeot they had 
in view, namely the eyeutual establiahmont of a gold ourrenoy. Proceeding, 
Mr. Chettiar asked whother it was not a faot that during the lest one year 
there bad been a steady fa11 in tho ~rold prioos in the world. (Sir Basil denied 
it &nd quoted figures). Mr. Chetti quoted some otbe~ statistics &nd 
maintained his point of view. It was well·koown that the Finsnoe Member, 
ever since be oame to India, bad been singing that internal prices bed been 
maintained and went on deflating the currency in order to keep up bia pat 
theory and thereby dislooating prioes. Concluding, Mr. Cbetti empbaoised 
the necessity of providing ample safeguards in . regard to the p<llitioo 
and location of the Reserve which he affirmed should not he in foreign 
oonntries ; for that would only be exposing their reserve to aorious risks in 
times ot national crisis and reducing the already slender resonroea of India. 

After sovoralmembars bed spoken the motion for oireulation of tho 
BiU was agreed to unanimously and the House then adjourned. 

Steel Protection Bill, 
The Legislative Assembly re-assembed on the 26TH JANUARY with 

a brief agenda, obief among them being the discussion of the Steel Bill on 
tho Commerce Membor's motion for its reference to a select committee, 
This raised a lively debate on tho principles of the Bill with particuler 
reference te tho propooala for imperial preference advocated by the Tarill 
Boord and embodied in the Bill. 

Sir Obarles INNES moved reference of lhe Steel Bill to a Select Oommttt.ee 
coneieting of Str Bbopeodranath Mitra, Mr. M. B.. Jayakar, Lala Lajpat Bat, M:r~ M:. A. 
Jinnab, M.oolvt Mabomed Yakub. Mr. G. Sarvottlama .Bao, Sir Walter Wiltoa. Mr.•H. 
Ba!.naswami, Mr. N. M.. Joshi and Sir Cbarles Jnnea. 

At the outlet, the Comm~rce Member reviewed the blttory of protection granted to 
the indaatry during the JaaC; three years and said although there were certain ditadvantaget 
·of tbe industry being in the bandt of a tingle firm. there wu thtt advantas:e, namel7 
t.hat t.be resultl achieved compared favourably with tbe prtce paid. The protec!tfon 
gralited to the indn1try was not ungeneroQI bu.~ at tbe same time there wu no amall 
borden on t.he consamera. He did not wish to imply that the borden on the oonau.mer · 
had been unduly be&"Y and tbia fact was proved by the ease with wbfch th& hardea 
wu borne and aa further testUled by the tocrase In the oon1umption of tteel. The 
fnorease represented thirty per cent during the last three yeart. Sir Obarlea Inn~ 
after quoting figCll'e& to prove this iDClUBe, emphamed that the policy ot protectton wu 
not unduly oppressive to tbe oonsu.wer. 

Bat there was tbe other aide of tbe case, th&t wu the Steel Oompanr. Are we gettin~r 
the value for their money and wu our policy becom:lngeftectinf Sir Oharlet Inoea 
contended that th-e anawar to these queatiou la7 In t;be Tariff Board'a report and t.be btU 
now be(ore t.be House. The proteot:ion proposed wu leu than that whtoh es.ilted at prew 
ellt AIJ i that In iPelf waa a nr1 u.tilfactor7 ~are. lQ tbil coonection,. it wollld -,., 
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pertinent to learn that the Engl!•h works were andergolng a P"""" .. of reconotruatlon 
and there were only two of the firma which made profits in England. Compared to· thiiJ 
the position of the Tataa in India was bright. Indeed, after the last three yearBt the 
Tatu had emerged a ttronger, better and healthier company a Added to tbtst the Tatat 
were abollt to try the new and difBctdt duple-x pro~• which was an American fnvflntion 
and bad not yet bfoen fntrodoced Men in the United Kingdom. He could not say any· 
thing definitely ngarding the finances of the Tata O~pany. It waa a delicate matter1. 
but be was not letting out any seerat in mentioning that the Company was in TeTf much 
etronger position to-day when compated to what it was in Octobe-r 1924 and at a result 
of the Tari:ff Boe:rd'a report, ita position should be stronger atill. On ita technical side, 
~USt uBOuteea bad been made, with the result tba~ tbe works' cost bad been reduced to 
eomewhat near 100 rupees -per ton and here the Commerce Member congratulated Mr. 
Alennder, the General Manager at Jamebedpur Works for the progress made i~ steel 
manufacture and uid that the one thinJ which animated Hr. Alexander was hia d~elre 
to make the ateel company independent of es.traneoos help from Govunment and capable 
of m .. tlng competition entirely unaided, c 

Ba...t an all tb... figal'ell and faotoro, the Tariff Board had given Ita coneldered 
opinion that their policy of discriminating protection had been ]uatifled and pccessful. 
!'be As&m~bly waa not now .diacuaing the question of principle or policy. This. waa 
appreved iu paning the Act of 192' whm th('ly guarantetd protective Tates only for three 
JUTS. Be &f!'reed that the Alsembly was quite entitled to go back upon the policy of itl 
predecenor. Protection might be a good or had thiDg, but the Assembly would agree 
that once having embarked on a policy of protectfont it would do no good to diaplay 
'Y&Ci1Jation and it waa better to Jet the policy of protection to continue as long aa it waa felt 
necessary in the interests of Indian produce. 

Pl'OCI!Edlng, Sir Cherlea Inn.. complimented tbe 'l'arfJf Board OD Ita utremely able1 
busineasJik-e report. It was au impartial report baaed on au impartial study ot 
faeto. The Board bad made a earolal estimate 9f the fair eelllng price and eq .. lly 
careful estimate of the prices at which eteel wae likely to sell :In future.. Be wae told that 
eatlmates of' tb- kind were not of va]o@', but he contented that they were an essential 
feature of the polto.y Of protect1ou. When the Steel .Act was being diicaued in tbe 
Auem.bly in 19241 nothing bnpret~Eed him more than the fact that m.embera Instated that 
whatever mMsure of protection was given most be with doe regard to the well•beiDg of 
the community as a whole and, indeed. it- wu due to tbfa insistence that the preamble 
of the BiU was altered to that e1fecl Whatever was done must now be done after care· 
folly adjusting the :lntfteflt& of the coaaomer and the producer. The Hoose most not in 
any way be prepared to countenance on the part of any industry the Glaim that beaause 
proteetiOD waa once given it should be given jn the same form and to the same extent. Con· 
dittona varied according to the circumatanct'B of the steel industry. The object of protec
tion bein2 that it must help the indue try eventually to maintain itself without the help 
of protection~ it was necessary to find to what period and in what form protection must 
be granttd. The Tariff Board bad recommended decrease in protection but recommended 
continoance of It for seven years. These were ba&td on the Oompany~a scheme of 
Improvement and the consequent incrtue in output a11 also the future crourae of seUfng 
'J)ricea of forel~ Btee.l.. The output of the Tatas wa9 expected at the end of seven yeats 
to be 600,000 tout. Hence it was advisable to estend protection to eeveu yeare when it 
wu hoped that the company wou1d be able to dispense wltb protection and stand unaided.. 
In 11.1'rlving at thi111 recommendations the 'I'adff. BflbTd had to take into aecoun.t several 
faotol'l including the economie111 in overhead charges and the inCI'e&se in output as a 
result of es:tenskma and Improvement. Of coun~e, they sboold net expect the con11nmer 
to pay for miscalcnlatlons of the Steel Company, but. the Tarift Board1S l'eport wonld 
•how that overhead charges would be Ndneed from Btl .. 58 per ton. to Ra, S9 per ton. 

Prooeeding the Commerce Member rderred to Import figures and pointed out that 
there were diflieu1tiea in f'f!timat-iug the average price at which &tel was likely to be 
import!d for ~ a JW~riod of &f'ven years. The situation waa complicated by certain 
factors Uke the imports from both thP United Kingdom and the continent. the different 
quality and the gap in pricMI. The Tariff Boaod conaidered the prices at which 'British 
lteel was likely to com•5 As regarded the former, there was no diflieulty because the 
prices were. stAbilised at the prices of the fiTBt four months of 1926 whereas as 
l'f'g&rdPd continental &f:.f>Pl there WPte 110 many factora which were likely to come into 
play for intltabiUty. Therefol'f', the Tariff Board had obaerved that it would be unsafe to 
frame a seale of rates on the assumption that an:i level o! prices which t.hey might now 
ldojll woald c:outiJlUO without • 111het•ntlal ehan~e throu~hotltlhe J>Briod of protection, 
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Proceeding, the Commerce Member ezplalned In great d•tall the oyot.m ol dflfel'elltial 

rates. sug~ated and the need for auob a dift'lll'E'ntiaUon. Wblle referring to phaniaed 
aheets 81r Obarle&- congratulated Bengal and partionfarly Mr. Neogy tor ba1'b:lg been able 
to see the duty on speltE-r taken off and the duty on galnnised sheets reduced from Bt., ' ' 
to Rs. SO. British atecl waa more reliable in qca.Ht7 and aoo-urAey of tolling etrengtb:· 
It was used when a high factor of safety wu required by engin&ering flrmt for fabriaa
t!on_. but continental steel and inferior ateeJt by t:he Vel'J' nature of ita prioea tended to 
diaplaoe Brltith steel Hence the problem. Bot the Tariff Board, after &be e~amlnatloa. 
of all pouible factors bad uoommended the ayatem or differential dnUea, lt wa• ditBaolt 
to dlicriminate between etandard iteel and nona&tandard tta-1 an.t the Board bad recout• 
mended a basic and an additional duty. British steel wat partloularJyaynonymoot with 
etsndani steel and eontJnental &teel witb. nontstandard at.et"l, On. account or lrt.dia'a 
poaiticm in the British Empire, tbey oould dtseriminate In f&t'oor of Brittab 1teel withoul 
infri~ging the mo"t favourf!d nation'& agreementa. If on the other band1 the prioe of 
eontillental &teet obanged, tbe Government waa given tbe r1Rbt to alt!!!r acoordlng to the 
needs of protection. Tbe problem was looked at by the Tariff Board from an economlo 
point of view and from no other coneld~ration. The only obj\'Otlon to the propoal waa 
that it tnvolYt!d provision of machinery to ensure tbat oonsignmt!'Dt& of Britteb ateel we.re 
covered by oerttfieates tbat steel waa act.oaUy made in the United Ktngdom but i' wu 
not tmpoasible to frame simple and satisfactocy rules.. Tba Government aocepted the ro.. 
commendations of tbe Tariff Board at a whole. 

Conoloding, tbe Commmoce Member empba8ised that be had no dftlre to raah the BUL 
bot the Hoose should by agr~ing to ref1tr the motion to a HE!eat Committ.ee-1 accept t:he 
principle of further proteetioo, Tbe Government waa quite prepared to dlaoua the 
detail& calmly in the Select Committee and be f~Jt eure that tbe iUsembly had 1eeu that 
the scheme proposed by the Board waa the best ln the circumstances. 

lfr. B. DAS said tbat the Tariff Board had, by propnsiniZ fmperlal prt!ferenot1 trfoll 
to kill the very goose {Aasembly) that lafd the golden egg (Tarltr Boal'd). He declared: 
" I will rath~ set the indastzy go down and dowu. than agree to tbe bumUiatftm of' 
imperial preference. Ntlt untU we become equal membm in tbt. Bmpire will we agree 
to tbla polioy in any form!' He blamed exchange manipulation for tbe uncertaintla of 
Import pricos ol ~tooL He blamed lbe Ball way Boord lor perallting Ill buying the!< 
ateel reqnire-meBts abroad.. 

Pandlt JULA.VIYA gratefully acknowledged Sir Obar! .. llll1ell'a abareln gl•lng pro
tection. The Steel BUl introdoeed a very important principle ol imperial preferenoe.. 11 It 
the Hot118 prepared to accept tht& principle tn It waa not augge&ted tbat conttneot.al 
tteel was too bad. He accepted the plea tbat Brit.iab steel wae stronger ; bat why force the 
consumer to buy EogJish steel instead of cheaper eontinen.ta.lateel f Tbe Houae would 110t 
aee~pt tbe poHoy of preference and tbe Se-l«~t Committt.-e Jbould be lnatracted to keep 
thia in view in altering tbe Bill. The system of uniForm dalles sopplemeoted by bounttee 
waa not entirely condt•mnab!e. The Select Commit~ ahould eonaider an alt.ernatiM 
method of protection. It seemed to him that probabJy the postponement of consideratiou 
mf~bt be usefo.J. 

Pandft lfOTILAL atked whether by voUog for the motion they would be aocepUng 
tbe principle merely of continuance of protection or also of imperial preference and 
whether 1t would be open. to the Select Commltke to delete- the clausa propotlng preference 
for Brltlsb goodt. · 

Sir Charles Innes replied that the Hollie would be accepting onl)' the principle of 
need fDl' farther protection. (Hear, hear.) 

Bir Pursbottamdu THAKURDAS saJd bta only purpoee to-day wu u Dfreator of 
the Tata Company to congratulate the Government for the scheme or contiooiog proteo. 
tioD. Tbe seheme &tart-ed tbrre y•ara ago bad not been a faUnrP that tt wu apprehended 
it might be, Be patd bia tribn~ to Sir Charles lnnea and aaid teYeD years henoo~ if need 
for protection did no exist and Sir Cbarlea Innet was in the Tltitorat gallery of the 
House be would be tbe proudest man for having given I ndla a bA11fo Industry. Tbe 
Taritl Board had produced a s-plendid report whlob undertook scfsntifie 1tudy and looked 
at the problem from a purely ecoaomio point of view>, 11 I uy~ Jet 1lA preserve thft poll
tical aspect of qoe&tiooa: to the Government of lorlla and to tbia Hanas and let not 
committees and board& give poliHeal biaa to their atu,Jtes '\ He wu lUre the 
Select Committee would meet the ease put forwa.rd by Paodtt M.alaviya and others, He 
acknowledged tbat Sir Obarles Innes did things in time tn smart eontraat to Sir BuU. 
iiut thJ Goverq:mct wn f.>UltiDJ a trap before the Route bJ not brlDJ'DJ meiiQret 111 
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the natural equence. The Ratio Bill must oome fin(;, lor !I the ratio were altered to one 
and four, the Steel BUl would have again to be altered. 

M.r JOSHI obj~d to the protection of Jnduetrfee by ratting a tariff wall; for it 
invariably threw the borden on the people wbo we-re not able to bear it. When import 
duties were impoeed, it was difficult to discl'itntnate as to which claea could or could 
not bear tt. Moreover, the Protection of an indU&try by bounty waa not helpful 
to the growth or that industry. AU the bneic and k~ lndustrle& should be controlled by 
tbe nation and If prot-eot.ion was necessary for steel, he would have it, In the form of 
bounty iu. the case of steel wbicb was the batio indas.try. They should adopt a policy 
of seeing that the whole nation moat control it. He knew that aa at present oonstit.uted 
the Anembly would not enpport this view of hie. (Hear, hear}. Be, therefore, aoggeated 
that the fint condition of protection muat be that it mu!t be not only in the interests of 
those who pnt money in the indmtry ~ but also in the Interests of human Jabo.ur employed 
in it. It was ~ce~~&&ry that there abould be protection of human laboul' tn-,.ested in the 
iudu.atry~ The 'BtCOnd condition he would impote was tbat iD. the cue of protected indue
trt~a, the limit of dividends to be given to the shareholders must be fised, Thirdly, he 
aogge&ted that the- industry for the proteatton of wbiob the nation was sacrificing should 
not be transferred to foreigners. Lutl;y, he orged rapid lndianiaattou of the induatry. 

Mr. JAYAKAB congratulated the Government ou the wonderful despatch with whioh 
they had embodied the recommendations of the Board in thit Bill and ·bo.ped tbat the 
Government would be equally prompt .in the case of other important measures as wells u 
tome uncharitable critics, more esptcially in Bombay, had said that the Government of 
India were in the habit o1 placing the Aaeembl;y on the born of a dilemma. -It had 
been mid in ·regard to the currency question that there were two alternatives, either 
the li. 6d. ratio or a deficit budget. There were also uncbaritabl e critics in Bomba7 
who aaid that the Government were presenting this Bill in wbie}l they were asked to 
eboose between supporting the key industry or accept the alternative of giving preference 

· to British articles. Speakin~: as a po1itician1 he empbaeJaed that he would be the first 
penon to give preference to British made arbo1ea ; bot he complained that in tbia Bill 
they were asked to give a very amaU price for a big concenion of imperial prefereDce 
introduced thzough the backdoor. Great Britain should pay an adequate price if it wankd. 
t.hit couoeaslon. He' maintained that the danger of allowing continental goods into India 
bad been es:agg.erated and that the Tari:l! Board bad merely put. In a caae- of special 
pleading 1n saying that there was dange-r to publlo safety in using continental &teel for 
bridges etc. He wamted to know whether there _was any embargo in England placed on 
the import of continental steel~ He further wanted to know what guarantee there wu in 
case Brttiab steel deteriorated in quality and if continental 6teel was sent to India through 
England. 

Sir Charles INNES_, io '\\-inding up tbedeba.t.P, expressed satisfaction that there wat 
general support to the principle of the Bill. As for M.r. Jayakar's pertinent question, he 
fSir Charles) bad an&wers; but it was better to diseuaa tbem in tbe Select Committee 
rather t.ban on tbe ftoor of this HonSe. As far as the Gov~rnment were concerned, tbe case 
was so strong that tbey would be onJy too wJIIing to have it probed ao1t explored. 
Mr. Jayakar bad said there was imperial preference. Sir Charles Innes emphasised there 
wu none. The facta concerning tbe £teel problem were esamined by a Board consisting 
o! two eminent Indian~ and they bad ncommended that on. pu~ly eeonomio grounds 
there should be difterential Tak& and becau.&e tbe Government bad accepted their report 
it ebould not be asanmed tbat there was tho introduction of imperial preferenoe by the 
baekdoor. 

The motion for a Be-l~ Committee to which were also added the n&tue of Mr~ Lamp 
and Mr. G. D. Birla was earned Wltbout a divistoo and the Committee waa asked to aubmit 
Jta report by the 8th February. The House then adJourned. 

0. P. C. Amendment Bill. 
The next two days -viz. the 27th and 31 at January were the days 

for official business in the Assembly. On the _ 27th, Sir Alexander 
Muddiman, in introducing the Bill further to amend the Code of Civil 
Procedure 1908, said that it was to give effect to the recommendations made 
in their report by the Civt1 Jrutice Committee for the amendment of part 
two and order 21 of the lint schedule to the Code of Civil Procedure 
1901!. The remaininer reoomt~~endation~ Qf the Committee for -the amenlfmen$ 
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of that order are, it wae pointed out, under 89parato consideration. Clauae 
18 (2) provides that when a. judgment-debtor appeals agaimt an order under 
t,hat section where decree is for the payment of money only, he must give 
security for tho decretal amount. The Committee's proposala for the 
restriction of first appeal from the orders under that ssotion are being 
eoparately provided for as these cannot euitably be ellocted by an amendmont 
of the Code. Clause ton extends but not with retrospective elJeot the scope 
of Section 66 to defendant opponent or objector who io not in posaeHion of 
property purohaeed. Clause 14, section 145 is revised so·ns to give the Court 
power to realise property or interest comprised in security by exooution in the 
suit or proceeding itself without a fresh suit. Pow<Jr is, however. reserved 
to relegate creditor to a fresh suit as a precaution to meet CMOS of spsoial 
complieation. In clan808 16 and 18 (I) pleaders are required to siga a decree 
when they are aatisfied that it is in conformity with a judgment aod an 
appeal is based on the ground that a decree baa been improperly drawn up 
ia barred except by special leovo. U nleas an objection hoe been . taken at 
proper time in tbia manner in the court passing & decree in olause 11, the 
new rule (a) prohibits tho entertainment by the executing court of a plea 
advanced by a judgment-debtor that decroe-holdcr had agreed that the 
decree should not be executed. 

Income-Tax Amendment BilL 
Sir Ba8ll Bl&okett then moved formally for reference to a Select Com· 

mittee the Bill to amend the Income-tax Act 192 2 which was introduced on the 
!15th Jan. After explaining the statement of objects and reaoona, the Finance 
Member, alluding to Sir Victor Sassocn'a .motion for circulating the Bill to 
elicit public opinion, said although on almost every el&use of the Bill the Board 
of Revenue had at one time or another di!Cussed the propooala with the 
Chambers of the Commerce, yet in view of the fa.ot that the Bill ao a whole 
had not been circulated, he wao prepared to agree to re"Ciroulation. The 
House agreed to the circulation of the hill and then adj onroed till 

Limitation Act Amending Bill. 
The 31ST JANUARY when Sir Alexander Mnddiman introduced 

the Bill amending the Limitation Act of 1908. In doing oo he said :-The 
Civil Justice Committee recommended that section 48 of the Cede of 
Civil Procedure 1908 and article 182 of the first aohadule to the Indian 
Limitation Act 1908 be amended eo ao to reduce the limit of time for 
execution in the case of money decrees !roll' 12 to 6 years and to raise the 
period of limitation from 8 to 6 but to permit a decree-holder even 
after the expiry of six years to apply for exeontion if ho can ebow that 
the judgment-debtor bas come iuto some property or that he has recently 
diecovered that the judgment debtor has property. If, however, it ia decided 
to retain article 182 in its preeent form, tbe Ccmmitteo recommend that it 
•hould be amended so as to provide that the period of three years ohould 
begin not from the date of the last application for execution but from the 
date of the last order on eucb a previous applioatton. The first propoeal ie not 
considered to bo satisfatory and the Bill gives effect to th& alternative proposaL 

Amendment of Merchant Shipping Act. 
Mr. Bhore then moved for reference to tbe S.leot Committee the BiD 

amending tho Merchant Shipping Act baaed on the prom.ae of S1r Mabomed 
Habibullah to impiOYe thalot ol piijrim• 
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The Bill was referred to a S.leot Committee consisting of Mr. 

Bhore, Mr. Fazal Rahimtullab, Raja Ghaznafar Ali Khan, Mr. Allison, Sir 
Walter Wilson, Sir Abdnl Qayum, Mr. Haji, Mr. Jinnah, Mr. Yakub, Mr. 
Shali, Mr. !email Khan, Mr. Natique, Dr. Suhrawardy and Mr. Kaeim. , 

Negotiable Instruments Aot Amendment. 
Sir Basil Blackett next moved the oonsideration of the Bill amending tbe 

Negotiable Instruments Act with a view to provide that bearer Inatrumenta 
should not lose their bearer c)laracter on aocount of their having been 
endorsed. 'Ihe Bill was, in Sir Basil's opinion, of oonsiderable importance 
from the point of view of development of banking in India, 

Sir Pnrnshothamdss Thakurdas felt that in this matter the Government 
had acted on the views of the Associated Chambers and ignored those of 
the Indian Merchants Chamber. He could move for the appointment ol a 

· Select Committee provided they did not oommit the House to ll8C6ptaoee 
of the principle beyond its application to oertein inetruments. 

Sir Basil agreed with Sir Purnshothamdas 'in respect ~f reetriotion regard· 
ing the principle underlying the Bill and Sir Purushothamdsa's motion for 
Select Committee was agreed upon. 

The follOwing were appointed to the committee. The Finance Member, 
Dr. Macphail, Mr. Graham, Mr. Chetti, Mr. Aney, Mr. Fazal Rabimtullab, 

. Mr. Anwarul Azim, Mr. Birla, Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar, Mr. Mehta, Mr • 
. Pandya, Sir Walter Wilson, Mr. A. Iyengar, Pundit ·Motilal Nehru, Mr • 
. Srinivasa Iyengar, Mr. T. B. Roy, Mr. Kirkabhai Premcband, Mr. Nirmal 
, Chundsr Chunder, Mr. Harohandrai Vishindsa and Sir Pnrshothamdss 
. Tbakurdaa. 

Amendment of the Securities Aot. 
Sir Basil Blackett, also moved for consideration of the Bill amending the 

Securities Aot of 1920.· In doing so, he explained the provisions in graet 
detail and concluded by emphasising that tho House was asked to revise the 
law so that it might reetore to tho tarpayer the same amount of protectieo 
as he enjoyed before the passage of the Indian Suooession Aot la•t year. 

Mr. M. S. Aney pointed out that under the Bill if the demand lor par 
ment be not mode within six years after the date of maturity, then not only 

· interest but the principal sum would not he paid. Thus the liability of 
the Government w hicb under the Securities Act stood so long ae the security 
wae not pllid might be absolved. Moreover, under tho Bill a suCJession 
certificate would be declared null and void. Mr. Aney's motion waa aocepted. 

The Indian Limitation Act Amendment. 
Sir Alexander Muddiman then moved that the Bill ·further to amend 

the Indian Limitation Act of 1908 he taken into conaideration. 'Ihe Bill 
is the result of certain recommendations of the Civil Justice Committee. 
The Committee had recommended: (1} that sub-section 1 of Section 20 
ehnuld he amended so as to maka payment of interest also aubject to tho 
condition that the faot of payment should appear in the hand-writing of 
the person making the same; (2} tha~ a limited owner under the Hindu 
Law and manager of a joiot Hindu family should be enabled to make &0' 
kuowledgment.s and payments under Seotiono 19 and 20; (3} that article 
132 should he amended so to make it clear that a suit to recover the vain• 
of paddy and such produce charged on immoveable property comes within 
thil article ; and ( 4) that article 166 llbould he amended 10 u to make it 
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clear that it applies to a petition by a judgment-debtor under Section t'l 
of the Civil Procedure Code. 

Sir Alexander Muddiman, in making the motion, remarked that obj..,. 
tiona to various aspeots of the Bill had been met ou an earlier oooasioo .. 
He, therefore, only formally moved the Bill. Sir Alexaoder alao explained 
that the Bill was brought forward in the light of criticisms made by the last 
Assembly on a similar measure.. 
. Mr. Belvi opposed Clause 2 of the am. He said there was no Inch 
proviaion either in English or American Law. English Law did not require 
that payment of interest ehould be evidenced by writing. There was no 
etatistics to prove the allegation of the Civil Justice Committee that there 
was a orop of frivolous suits . in the absence of snob a provision. In con· 
sidering this subject, the difficulties of the people in rnral areas should be 
·given due attention. Any law which required that every payment made 
by a debtor either by way of principal or interest should he evidenced 
by writing would create unnecessary complications in the doily economic 
life of villagers. 

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar bad another difficulty. The words "acknow
ledgment of payment " in the Bill wouid, he said, add to the difficulties. 
especially in regard to mortgages. 

Mr. Nirmal Chunder Chunder reiterated the objection adVll!loed b:r 
the previous speakers. On the other hand, Mr. Amarnatb Dntt, opoaking 
from bio experience as a practiaiog lawyer in the mofuBBil courts, dissgreed 
with the learned lawyers who preceded him. In hia opinion, thi1 waa a 
very desirable change which wouid prevent nniiCropuloua mone;rlendm 
cheating the borrowers. 

Sir Alexander Muddiman brielly replied and the Bill waa then pasaed 
with one or two dissentients. The Aesembly then adjouroed. 

Non-official Billa. 
On the 1ST FEBRUARY the Assembly had a very short oitting with 

non-official Bills. Mr. N. C. Kelkar introduced this Bill to amend the Land 
Acquisition Act. He said his me ... ure while not impairing the uaefulnen of 
the Act in any material parti<nlar would help to make its operation Ie .. 

. unpopular becanse more equitable. First of ell, bis Bill provided for a 
judicio! enquiry where alleged public usefulness of work for which land """ 
to be acquired could be challenged by any person. Secondf:r, where compe!l" 
sation of land was required under the Act, the present arbitrary powm 
should be replaced by arbitration. 

12 other 1lills were introduced formally without speeebea. Their intro
duction was not opposed. These were Mr. Doraisami Iyengar's Bill amending 
tho Registration Act and Civil Procedure Code section 80; Dr. Gonr'a Bill 
amending I. P. C. Section 141; Mr. Yakub's Bill amending the Saooesoion 
Act, section 372 and the Bill to reguiate and improve law report., Mr. 
Neo~'•' Bill amending Steam V easels Act and Iodian Merchandise Marb 
Act and Mr. Harhilas Sarda's Bill to abolish child-marriages among Hindus. 
The Home Meinher told tho Honse that he would oppose this Bill at all 
future stages. Mr. Yakub introduced the Bill to limit interest charged on 
Joana of various kinds in British India and bring tbe law into conformity 
with tbo needs of the people and Mr. Kelkar a Bill amending the Societies 
Regiotration Act Section 20. 

33 
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Dr. Gonr wss not In his seat when called on to introduce his Bill to 
amend the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Aot 1908, and the Code of 
Criminal Procedure Section 491. When he came in the President said he 
could only make a second reading motion of the Bill. Dr. Gour did thia 
and the Home Member objected as the Bill had not been yet introduced. 
Dr. Gour appealed to tbe chair for indulgence as Sir Frederick Whyte had 
on a similar occsaion shown to the Home Member. 

Sir Alexander Muddiman said he did not want to be harsh on Dr. 
Gour, but if the convention of not opposing introduction· of a Bill was to 
be observed then its corresponding obligation that in case of such Bills no 
second motion be mnde on the day of introduction should also be observed, 
This the Preoident upheld and Dr. Gour agreed and was allowed to intro· 
duce his Bill which be hoped would, ns altered, be acceptable to the Govern· 
ment as his previous Bill on the subject, though passed by the Assembly, 
was rejected by the Council of State. This Bill proposed to introduce safe
guards of Habeas Corpus and would repeal and amend Part II of the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act whose repeal was recommended by the 
Repressive Laws Committee. 

Next day, the 2ND FEBRUARY, alter queetion time, Pandit Hridaya· 
nath Kunzru moved lor the adjournment of the House to discusa the Govern· 
ment decision not to publish the report of the deputation to Fiji which 
was headrd by Mr. V enkatapathi Raju. The President ruled that the chair 
was satisfied that the matter was not one of urgency and that the interest 
shown by the Home Member, meant that a resolution on the subject could 
be easily balloted, He, therefore, ruled it out of order. 

Execution Decrees and Orders. 
The Home Member then moved reference to the select committee of his 

bill amending the Civil Procedure Code relating to execution decrees 
and orders ~iving effect to the Civil Justice Committee's recommendation•· 

The Home Member soid that although it was true that High Courts had 
been oonaulted with regard to the subetance of the changes they bad not 
seen tbe actual legal form in wbicb they were em bodied. He admitted 
the subject was complicated and therefore if Mr. Cooke who had tabled 
an amendment for reference to elicit opinion moved it, he would raiae 
no objection to it. 

Mr. Cooke moved lor the circulation of the Bill for opinion and the 
Home Member agreed to thia amendment. He said the High Courts 
had already protested in connection with eome of the Bills arising out 
of the Rankin Report. The Bill was then ordered to be oirculated. 

C. P. C. Amendment Bill. 
The Home Member next moved for tbe consideration of the Bill to 

amend Section 116 of the Civil Procedure Code mainly as recommended 
by the Civil Justice CommittM limiting revi•ionary powers to Section llfi 
of the Code except in cases where special statutory provision was made 
to the contrary. 

Mr. Jaynkar opposed the llill wholesale and held it to be, in the. 
opinion of a coneiderable part of the legal profession, a retrograde Bill. 
It would cut down the wide revisional powers of the High Courts wbioh 
was valued in India in respect of occasional blemisheo in J ndicial adminis· 
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tration. The Rankin Committee's sole reason seemed to be to avoid 
delay, but very large opinion in the legal profession was to have delay 
rather than injustice (hear bear). Mr. Jayakar wont further and asserted 
that the Indian Legislature hc~.d no powe1· to take away tho inherent 
jurisdieti<m of the High Court given by a Statute oi the British Parlia· 
ment. Even leaving this asirie, he asked the Home Member whether 
politically it was advisable at such a time when, instead of strengthening 
the poaition oi the High Court, they should be deliberatoly limiting 
those powers. As one coming from the middle cbss1 as a la.wyor aud 
as a politician, he held the measure to be retrograde and was opposed to it. 

Mr. Srinivasa Iyengar. speaking with hie legal experience which was 
not a limited one, held that the gravity of the proposal before the House 
was that it proposed to take away from the High Court's revisionary 
powers in just thoso cases wbero jurisdiction was Jnost needed. The 
pioue opinion of the Rankin Committee that delay would be avoided would 
not materialise. On the other hand, greater delay, greoter trouble and 
greater expense to the litigant publio would result in that the whole 
issue would have to he delayed till an appeal was filed n~ainst the decree 
of the lower court. He wished the Government would bring forward 
a more comprehensive Bill on the Rankin report than this piecemeal 
legislation. (Official beocbes : No.) 

Mr. Harohandrai Viahindas joined in the opposition. 
Mr. Nirmal Chander quoted from the Committee's report to sho"' 

that while the committee diagnosed the diseaso all right, they suggeated 
a wrong remedy, for which no case had been made out. 

Mr. S. R. Das, Law Member, was not surprised at the opposition 
from lawyers. As a matter of fact as a lawyor his first interest was 
to oppose the measure ; but if the Bill was ex,;mined carefully tboy 
would see that in respect of decrees no change waa made in the law. 
Tho change was proposed in respect only of interlocutory ordel'll. The 
Government felt that in this t•espect, no i~>iustice would be dono by the 
chang& proposed. He had known numerous instances where the case 
had been held np for months by the application made under Section 115. 
There would be no injustice, beeause if one order was made it could bo 
set right on appeal. 

Mr. Jayakar : It may be too late. 
Mr. Das replied that in some cases it miJbt. Ho continued that tho 

High Conrta still bad power oi interferenco where the lower court was 
aoting beyond its jurisdiction, Ho held that the power of superintendence 
of a High Court was not affected by tho Bill. He told Mr. Jayakar 
that the delay in juotice sometime amounted to injustice. 

Mr. Jinnah characterised as poor the defence put up by the Law 
Member. Mr. Jinnah mentioned that the Bombay High Court had 
rightly held that urgent cases involving grave consequences might arise 
where although the order might be appealable, tho High Court extended 
ito revisionary power. The only ground urged lor this dl'lllltic change 
was delay. The attitude taken up by Labore and Alhhabad High 
Courta io interpreting the term 'cases' was moat estraordinary. Delay
could occur only in respect of pendency of bearing of a rule. ll it was 
sranted that thoro waa a judge who knew his bueineao, tbio delay 1hould 
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and Calcutta not occur and he was confident about Bombay, Madras 
High Courts' judgment. 

Pandit Motilal Nehru found no . justification w by one class of caaes, 
namely~ deoreea, should be treated in one manner and the other class 
of cases, namely, interlocutory orders, in another. The Law Member 
had giv•n away his whole oase against del•lYS by conceding that oases 
might he remitted. He found that the Allahabad High ·court had in 
one day rejected 45 applications for revisionary interference. Moreover the 
power was disct·etionary and the High . Courts could be trusted to exercise 
them properly. The Bill, inatead of clarifying the law, would hs 
mystifying it. 

The Home Member then replied to the debate. Alluding to the argu
ment that the Bill purported to take away the power conferred under 
Section 101 of the Government of India Act, be pointed out that the power 
given to the High Courts and those ~tiven to the Government were not co
extensive. The debato had convir,oed him of the merits of the Bill more 
than ever hslore. He assured Mr. Jayakar that there was no machiavellian 
intention in the Government in bringing tho Bill. The Bill was entirely in 
correct legal form and sought to give effect to the recommendation which 
had the support of Sir Norman Macleod, Chief Justice of the Bombay High 
Court snd of a Committee whose President and members were, he 
emphasiaed, very competent to deal with the task. 

The Home member quoted figures to show that in the Bombay High 
Court the average time taken to dispose of revision cases was over a 
year. It wsa no good throwing stone on the eompctence of persons, 
because they put forward proposals whioh some lawyer members did 
not like. The House was entitled to suggest amendments during the 
consideration stage, but not oppose the consideration itself. II the Bill 
was opposed now, the only oonclnsion was that the Aasembly was in 
favour of delaying jnatioe w hioh meant denying justice. 

The motion for consideration was presaed to a division and lost 
by 42 against li8 votes. 

Registration Act Amendment, 
The Assembly without discussion passed the Bill amending the 

Registration Act and then adjourned till next day, tho 3RD FEBRUARY, 
when the resolution of :Mr, Jogiab for the relaase of political prisoners waa 
taken up. 

Release of Bengal Detenues. 
Mr~ JOGlAH was cheered by the Congrrss benches as be rose to move bis r<'solution 

r:eom~ending (a) the rept>al of the BeD gal U~gnlation Ill of 1818 and ~imilar reguLa· 
t1one tn fo~ce ~ other provinet>s ~ India and urging upon the Govcrnor-Gencral-in.Couucil 
the bare l06tJee .of an immcdJ.atc relE-ase of aU poHtieal detcnuts or of giving them at 
least the opportonuy of excuJpatmg themselves and proving themilelvcs altogdher innocent 
of .t~e cha_rge., if any, leveU~d ~gain~t them and (b) the grant of an amnesty to all 
pohtlcal pr1so.ners now andergo1ng 1wpnsonment. Mr. Jogiah intimated that be would 
not pres.a part (b) of his resolution nor sp~ak on it. Mr. Jogiab d~darcd tbnt the BeDgal 
Regnlat~on and other similar enactments were pali'sed when Napo!ean east h1a eagle eye 
on lndta and when eeboee of the Mabratta war had not ditd. ~ but while civilization bad 
advanced, these ugnJations continued to be on the statute boo~ Dt>portations in lrel~ 
had no analogy as tbe former coo.ntry was aetuaHy at war with England whHelndiA 
wu DOt, He oballenged th•t the Beogal RegolatioD bad not been appropriately applied, 
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There .wall no question of disturb:mcc of the relations with forf'ign powers. The chi~fs 
of lndum Statt's bad proved the1r loyalty on aH ee-,....monisl oeCI\sionA on the pll'ltform 
and tbrougb the pres~. There was a:so no internal comruoti<Hl. The d('pllrtatlons o[ 
tbt&e men was tltue not justified even by the tPrms of Moe R~~o:ulat!on. And who wt>rc 
drported f All of them wt>re good men and true., 'l'hey were all patnols men of purity 
of life and o[ noble purpose. • 

Pand1t Nehru's Amendment, 

Pandit Motilal NEHRU mGved that for the resolution of Mr. Jogiab the following be 
subst-ituted ~- • 

"Tbia Assembly recommC"nds to the Governor-Gen<'ral~in4Counctl that he be fll('MI'ti 
to itnmedfately release or bring to trial all ddenucs under the oid regulations and the 
Bengal Criminal Law Amendment A-ct of 1!125." 

Pandlt Motilal said : The amendment, though given at a hart notic... was Rlr<'nlly on 
the order paper. The original rPsolntion cloudl'd tha main it~P:Ut', His am~n~imrnt pro. 
posed to focus interest on -one issue. This did not mt·o.n that the otb1>r part11 were ginn 
up, These bad already bN>n dealt with by tbis Honse and would again comfl np~ 

The Pres\dt'Dt p('rmltt£d the ame-ndment of l'andit Motilai provided the mover& of 
other amendments withdrew in his favour. 

Pandit Motilrd eaid his re•olution did not require any &rf!ament to convince tltf! nona 
official section of the House of I be justice and 1110undnros uf tht• prn.ltion. AB fnr the 
Government, it was so impervious to th~ir demands that they would [w, wasHn;:: time and 
breath in discussing the resolution. Pandit Motilal rceaUed the words of Lord Lytton 
justifying the arrests carried out in October 1923 that there was f':xidt'nce of tNrorism. 
The speskt>r also reealled his stntnnt>nt in the l~t Afs.~mbly showing that not a single 
case had occurred since 1919 which jnsti!J.ed Lord Lytton and which incriminatt-d tho 
detcnnes. "I then asked • give me one ease in wi.Jicb tbe eondit ions mentioned by Lytton 
have operated;~ The answer ia yd to come. I agnln chaHcn~e my fri!>nd though two 
years more hnva t'lapsM to give tbe main facts to prove the charge," The spenkt"r, eon .. 
tinning. read to the Bouse the V!C{'roy's spetocb on the Z4th on the ~ubjt>ct. How on 
earth waa Government to be aati~fitd that. the release of those men woutd not disturb the 
peace of the land f The Viceroy bad put the cart before the horee. l!nk~ the Oonrn· 
ment told tb<'m the grounds for their furs. bow was be to satisfy that. tbeae f~ra W('nt 

groundless 1 H the Gov~rnment was morally convinced tba.t. wa11 right, tho eountry was 
mora.Jly convinced of the innocence of tbese mt'n. 

Continuing, Pandit Motilal said if he was told tba.t the bombs bad even recently been 
disco-vered, his reply was tbat the It'al eulprite were then still at large and innocent 
persons bad beim detained. The ease of Mr Mitra, a metnber of the .Ati&embly, was di6Cu101ifii 
by the HonSI!. He did not e.xpect an EngJisbman1 least of an the Home M.cmbeTt to say 
that any constituency's right to elect its membt'r should be fdteted by sa)ing tbar ltr, 
Mitra's conetitut"ncy was giwn an opportunity to eltet another ~prt'l!entativl", Mr. Bote 
was- st11fering serioneJy and thfre was sospiclon of tubercuJosis, boL it wa.a not on medical 
grounds that be urged for J"t"!ease. He mentionrd this to show the inhumanity and 
callousness of the Government in kt>eping tbl"se men without trb.l. u Let me say empbati· 
cally that we are not in a mood t.o Jisten to constitutional advance or enU>rtain .any 
proposal for- co. operation until tbese men are releaSt>d or brought ro tria!. Tbis is tbe Jaat 
opportunity for the Government t.o abak'f! off norvommPsll and Lord Irwin to afgnaliee the 
first year of his Viceroyalty and tbe first st'seion of this Assembly by an aot. of broada 
minded atatesmanship and to mark the opening of this new Houae by a real ebangs ot 
heart and not Jet it go down to history as merel7 a landmark of haughty British Imperia .. 
lilm and enforced enslavement of India." 

Sir Alexander MUDDIMA«. in tlpposing tbe motion, made a long spet'Cb. He gan a 
catalogue of crimes of violence which necessitat.M the passing of the Ordinance. T~• 
chief events were the da.::o1ty near Howrab, the raid on Ultadingi, the •Tm>'d robbery 10. 
Qoalpara lane, the robbery with the nee of firroarm~ the-armed hold up at Cbittagong of 
the mail van ail in 1923, then tbe murder of Mr. Dayt the nplosion of bnmb in Farfdpnr1 

the discovery of a bomb factory in Calcutta, the bomb oatrage In Mirnpur Street and 
tb-e munier of Santilal Chakravarth!, one of tbe aecu&OO in llirzapur Street bomb outrage, 
all thee:e in 1924. Thul!, throughout tbeae. peri!Yls there wu continuing a series of plota 
directed againsttbeJiVC'B of police officers and tbr"re was one which .aimed at killing 
the life of the Oov.eTnor of Bl•ngal~ The Gonrnmcnt bad, in their poabCS!Iion, materialt 
establishing in all essential particutara the reality of 8t'Veral of tbl!ae attemptt.. Thfl 
Het of criml!ll would have been far longer bad not the Government u!t'd from time to time 
llul powen 1llldor lleB•l•Uon Ill to detaiD tbeleadicJ braiD• ol tlul Terror lot Pany ODd 
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Mr. 0~ B. Das himself admitted t.hat the movement was more aerions than the authorities 
realised. To meet ancb a situation, the Bengal Ordinance was pused bec&n&e the te· 
aonroes of ordinary law bad proved powerless more tban once. High judicial omcers 
bad been taken into confidence and their conclusion had in every case coincided with 
thoae oi the Eueative Government. U . is indillpttta.ble that all &Utharities, the Govern. 
ment, high judicial officer~, adminie.traton aud the Police had nentoally been driven to 
the unanimous eonclnaion that it was impossible to fight the revolutionary conspiracy or 
deal with revolutionary crime onder the ordinar7law or through tbe machinery of coQrta 
aud that special powers o£ extra-judicial ebaracter we:e necessary. "Heaven knows the 
experience in wgard to revolutionary con:spiraoiee has been dearly enough bought. It 
would have been nothing short of criminal if they bad di&re~arded that aperience wbtn 
they were again confronted by au encUy similar sit-uation." 

Continuillg, the HoiDe Member said -from the introduction of the Ordi1l&nce 
down to tbe present time, there bad not bfoen one single outrage of the type he had 
just given except of course the Alipur jail morde~ but the conspiracy had not. been killed.. 
For example, tbete was a wideapread revolutionary leaflet in Bt>ngal, in the U. P. and 
the Punjab 1n November 1925. There was the arrt1it of a part.y of nine in Dakshlneswar 
in posscBaion of live bomb etc. Then there was tbe Sova Bazar arreat in which two 
peDOIUI- were found with revolver and some ammunition.' Such waB the history of re
volutionary crime. Since epeoial lf'gislation became operative neither the movement bad 
collapsed, nor bad ita violently criminal tendena.iea abated, but in an post-ordiuance 
cases there was one nassuring feature namely, that in almost ev.e;ry single caee tbe 
initiative had Jain not with revolutionaries bot with the police. The latter ba.d heeD abte 
to aot iu time by virtue of special powers to prevent murderous designs from coming to 
ahead. 

Mr. Ranga Aiyar interrupting suggested that it waa all the work of the agents 
provocateur. 

The Home MembeT seom-ed any auch suggeatlon or charge and maintained that there 
waa tbe undeDiable connection between revolutionary pamphlets and acts by men who 
were tryitig to Qrry out their programme which they did not deny. He further ma.iu~ 
taiuc:e-tbat the Ordinance had been more than justified by the praotJQl results. The 
Government had checked tbe outward manifestations of tbe movement to a very considerable 
extent, but the batiiC conditions remained unchanged. The conditions of release were set out 
by Lord. Irwin in bia inaugural address. Sir Alexander Muddiman quoted tbi1 portion of 
lL E. the Viceroy'& speech in full to show that their sole object in keeping the men under 
tcatmint was to prevent tenoriat outrages and that they were prepared. to release them the 
moment they were aattafied that their release would not defeat the object. Regarding the tint 
couditiOD, he. had shown that the activities of the revolutionaries still continaed1 though 
check~ and reattained~ As to the second condition wbicb raised the question of individual 
release. the matter must be decided on tho past record of a detenae and the pruent 
attitude.. He said : 11 Bot the Government are not demanding aa is aometimes alleged 
any humiliating confessions from those d~tenues. A declaration tba.&: a detenue woald on 
rel~ae tab no part in revolutionary activitjea would be au element to be taken into 
consideration by the Government ; bat tbia on the one bllD.d would not amoout to a con· 
fession that he had taken part in aueh actiflties in the pa'Bt and Oil the other baud tach a 
deol.aration could not and would not be accepted by tbe Government ae a ground for 
relcaae without an examination of the whole circamatancea of the case and past record of 
the detenoe, If the Government are ml&lsd into releasing priaonera who prove subseqnently 
by their aotiona that they are not keeping to the statement they made and bave resumed 
their deplorable activities then the remedy Ia in the banda of the Government. 

" AB for tbe Bengal Regulation detenuee the Government of India are prlmarlJr 
rcspon&ib1e. Ae for the Ordinance prisoners, e&tlee of individual prisoner& an primarilJ a 
matter for tbe eonaideration of tba Bengal Government. The Government of india are 
responsible to the extent of the general policy and aotfon taken nnder tbat Act (Ordinance). 
They are not and they cannot be reaponaible for cases of individual priaoners, 

"The general policy has been laid down in the VicerOJ'e apeech. Application J?f 
that poltcy in the case of Regulation Ill pri'BoDera is a matter for the Government of lndla 
and in tbe caac of the Bengal CJ'iminal Law Amendment A® ptiaonora for tho Government 
of llengal.n 

Mr4 14. K. ACHABYA did not deny the Government eharge that there waa a. revoln• 
tionary movement. In a land so badly and tyrannically governed as India. bie surprise was 
that there had not been mote erlme (Coogress haok bencbes ; Bear, hear) i but be aakm 
what count~ction wa1 there between thete CO!llpiractea and the detenuea. Bad Mr. Subas.b 
llballdt& 1!010 Peel> foand to be lbe leader of lllio B""B I Whe<e waa lba evldeD<O to fiOYO 
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tt. He said "Why not create an era of tx'5oe, goodwill and eonftdenee by re1~ufng theae 
men t There will always be found some bombt in India.. Will tbeee men for that Tea'!IOD. 
be always kept in jail1 If you don't believe us, take hostges from us and rel~&Bo them,11 

La1a LAJPAT R.U sald the whole of lnrfia thenght on tbls question wlth 
one opinion and the resolution w-ould bfl brought up yea:r •rter year unut thi! 
fundamental grievance was redre~;st>d. There were con11piracit>8 in aU conntrlN. 
The United States of America bas the Kin Klux Klan movement. There wat 
lynching going on tber;o; bot tbe Government. of tbe U. S, A. bad not taken 
&~eial measures to. soppret~s them. In a big country like lndl&•. aoch crime 
coald never be e!imtnated. "We want to show tbe bollowne&& of the olaim th&t 
India is beintt governed by a civiUsffl Gov"rnment with the cn~nt of the 
peoplt!. You cannot be defenders of Uberty. You hRve snatched it from us and 
are k<'eping 1t back to e:l\)loit ns.n (App1n.n~.) The Lala wanted tbe official 
mem~ra to put themselves in the position of the detennes who hlld been d(lprlved 
of thelr liberty and comfort& of life without trial. "I don't &OOf!pt for a momfnt 
that official benches are greater frienrla of India than we on thrse benches a.M. 
You are absolutely loyal and faithful to your country, Great Britain, and we 
here are greater friends of our own conntry. (Applause,) {appeal to the GGvernment 
to revoke this law for witbont that, tbere wiH be no reconciliation in the eountrytu 

Mr. GOSWAMI aaids when he eame into tbe HflD!e be expPcted a more lrtates
maulike pronouncement from the Home Member. l'lr-. Goswamf divnlgNI publicly 
under the cover of privilege two statemrnh made by Lor-d Lytton cat~orlcally to a 
conference in which Mr. Goswami took part. Firstly, Lord Lytton said be wu 
prepared to- release t.he detcnoes providrd tbry gave an undt>rtaking that they 
woulrl not in future eommit any vlolt>nt crime or be eon~rne.i in the oommiatllon 
of vfolent Grimea. Secondly, and it was an arlmili$Ion, Lord Lytton aald that th• 
people who had bet-n proeeedrd againet were neopJe wbo bad commUted no crimf", 
but were prevented from committing crime. Now which country in the world had 
l.&wa which prevented crim" by snob indefinite detention f 

The Home Member!-What wae your ttply to Lord Lytton f 
Mr. Goewami Pid be bad told Lord Lytton tbat all depend-ed on the form ot 

the undertaking asked fo-r. He wanted the Home Member to find a so1ntlon 
honourable to both sides. Mr. Keane bad called the revolutionarll"& aa the uniH!en 
wing of the Swanj Party. Tbe speaker therefore challenged the Home M•mber to 
disprove the Etatement that arrest& were made on tbe ~6tb October J92t and 
warrants were an signed on the 28th .Angust 1924, the day following tbe deft!at: 
of diarohy in Bengal~ (Applaase) Finally, he emphasised the aeriousnus ot tbe 
situation caused by the ht>alth of Mr. Bose and other ddennrt\, He tmcior~ Lo.J& 
Lajpat Bai's statement that the country, though weak to.day, bad potential 
resource~. 

Mr. Srinivaea IYE!.ijGAR declared emphatical1y that it would be impot~slbJe for 
the Government to convince tbe Cong;css wfthoat thl'! relea~~e of *hese prleooera• 
The Home Member's. &pet'Ch was a thrice told tale. The "Pf'aker's opinion was 
that terrorism was on the other side. (Here, bert>), The Govern1oent wanted to 
re~erve to itself the political l~ad of the country,. If the Government were put 
into jail, terrorislD would atop. (I~augbtcr). Politics of the country could Df'ver 
be controlled by this policy of r1•presaion. "I agree witb ltr. AchRrya that I 
will be doing duty to my country it I were In the ()lnce of Mr. Bnse. 
(European benches :No-.} If the judgment of the Indian people can not change 
tbe Government, then God's condign punishment will fall npon this Government!' 

Mr. Abdut Matin CHOWDHURY said that tbe Government was onJ1 adding fuel 
to the revoluttonary fire. Ev~n Lord Lytton stf!mt!d to bave an nnt>.uy c:on8clenoe 
over the matter. Otbere who had been relfflsed in tbe past had not df>~&ppolnW 
the Government. Sufiering of detennes on mere enspicion wa.s more than even 
th~t of convicted person!!'. lllJtigbty Empires will not be ebnk<'tl If thrae mPn are 
l'f'leased. IntempPrat-e spe~CllP!l can «WI be made at St. Andrews Dinner~ The C?ngnu 
offici!! will not .shift on to Writers• Buildings_ Clive Str<'Pt can go on dmng ita 
buaineea merrily, while Calcutta will become a cleaner aad healthier city to live ln." 

Mr. TONKINSON taid that only comp!!Iling circnmltancea bRd rendered 1t lm
pnsaible to bold an open trial. Tbe experience of the Hfe of Lord Lytton, Lord 
Reading Lord Olivier and Lord Birkenhead wae anffieient guarantee that tbf' special 
meanrr~ w~.re absolutely forced on them. Tbia revolutionary campaign took form 
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In fntlmidal!on daco!tlea and robberle&. What could be more desp!oable than that 
aome of the tevolutionaries should ba.ve taken to teaching _to pervert tbe minds on 
boys committed to their chargf'. Conld any one deny that there wu. definite 
ncrodr&Ol'nca: of the same movement wbicb practically brouli{ht Bengal to a state 
of terror in the Yfllr& before the Dl'lfence of India A.et eamo i.D.to opuation f 
Material& in the ptl&&es~inn of the Government were convincing. 

Mr. Jinnab : Why not try them t 
Mr. Tonkinson r~phed tltat no Government worthy of ita name wonld expose 

the witneBt~~ to peril. The Government could continue these meaanies until the 
situation improved. 

Mrs Goswami : Unt.tl it Js broken 1 
Mr. Tonkinson ollined that if in England a similar aituation arose the good 

enae of tbe British people wou1d a~ to tbeee laws though Parliament W(lu)d 
hesita~, aa the Government of India. hesitated ia. taking in hand these special 
power&. (Laughter.) 

Pandit MALAVlYA warmly repudiated ldr. Tonkinson'a assertion that the Engliah 
Parliament would not hesitate to enaot a law like the B~nga.l Criminal Law 
.A~endtnf'nt Ac~ On the otber band, he thooght that the members would not be 
aJ)owed by the people to· approach Parliament House unlesa exceptional circa:rstanees 
had arisen, Sueb ctrcamstancea had not ariseD in India. Pnsonera bad not been 
given fair play. Nothing but official •!zzat' {pl'e8lige) prevl'nted the Government 
from owning tbeir mistakes. ln not a single case bad tbe reasons mentioned by 
Lord Lytton ·been proved. Every ('IDe in tbe discharge of bis duties must bear 
all riaks that were attendant on bim. Indiana and Eu.ropeaoa alike had to fsce 
such riskP. Had not Lord HBrdinjle1 wben a bomb was thrown at blm, say "Let 
tbeie be no change in policy." Tbe Panrlit acoertm tbat there was a conspiracy. 
But the way to deal with it waa to bring the ci!endera to trial ln an o~u 
manner •. Lord Lytton who waa a gentleman lo many waya was wrong in the · 
continued detention o! the prisoners.. Let not cowardfy fear &tand In the way of 
releasing the prisonera. The Government would earu the gratitude of the entire 
Indian community by releasing these men w bo bad been under detention for 21 montht. 

Sir Alexander I!UDDIMAN, tbe Home Member, then replied to the debate. Hl1 
apeecb wat~ of spee:l&l significance in indicating the offiotal miDd on the subjeot of the 
releaae of Bengal detenuea. He aal9 :-

"Sir. I will not detain the Boose very long, at least, 1 trust, not at this late atage in 
the procwUngs. This debate haa- la-sted the whole of the long day.. It has evoked a 
great deal of interest in all quarters of tbe Honse. It is on1y natural that it should do 
so. It ia a matter in which I will, for the moment, endeavour to do what one of the 
apeakera askl'd me to do, that is, pat myself in the position of those speaking on the other 
aide and I detire to make it quite clear that I realise tbat they f~l &trong in this matter. 
That ia pE>rfectly cl~r from the df'bate. It Is perftct1y olear from previous debate& and 
it is also we 11-known to' me. Apart from that, it is a matter, and must n~arHy be a 
manu whicb, as I have told the House. the l~slature will naturally press on the eJl'CU• 
tiYet namely, discontinuing the es:tmordioary measures unless they can jaetify their 
continuance. I make no cnmplaint of the manner in which tbia Honse frequently retuma 
to that point. I !boo1d think 1ess of them if they did not do eo. But as in all matters 
of this kind, it mnat be approached not in a spirit of antagoniem 1 nor in a spirit of 
unhelpfnlntsP, but in a desire to place a ease before the Government wbioh the Govern• 
ment can possibly deal with and wbicb dOt's not conftiet witb any of our primary dutie\. 
It has been l!ai:d by one hono'Ol'able ~ntleman that this was a matter that should not be 
made a qui'Btion of puty~ In rl'prd to administration of law and order, there is no 
party. Tbe interests of t-hP. Government and the interests of the citisena ought to be one 
and I ean assure this Honse that as the Home Member I have n('ver discharged any of 
my doti9 with the s1ightf'Bt rPgard to party or commoDity. You donbtteu do think 
often that the GovernmPnt are wrong.beaded. You ofttn think-you often say whetber 
"10U rrally think it or not:, fol' I doubt it-that we act from motivt-s which w~ do not 
disclose-* Bat. I do bt'g the Boure to believe that as far a& I am concerned and as far as 
the Gnvernment of lndia is concerned, there is no qaPstion of party or act-tng with &ny 
commanal or political obj~ In our aet.ion in this matter our 50le buBinePS is to deal 
a plain iss1le of law and order. I know the Honse dislikes the 'Very mention of law and 
order wbt·n It- e<:~mes from my lipa though it comeA very freely from the lips of those who 
&it opposite, Law and order does not mean that the Government Is protecting itaeU. It 
means that the Government Is protecting the bulk of ita citisens. 
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Now I have heard a good deal In this debAUI about tbe- growtng eowardloe of BrtUah 

officials and Indian officials. Sir, tbat ia not so. I don't think that is the traa opinion of' 
tMs Houae, I have filled a position of aomc importance in tbia oountry for many YMrt. 
I have bad to disc~arge duties of some importance which ~ve broagbt me into contact 
with forces of d110rd~r. I have never in my li£e had a gQ&rd of any sor-t. I do not 
pretend to be a man of any courage, for I know I am not, It may be true that having 
for a Jong time lived in Bengal I am tainted with thl!l supposed vices of that province. 
{Laeg~terj_. I ask the Boase to bdieve that there is nothing in these mtaSurea of oa.ra 
that lB bemg done to protect any supposed Jncres.Biog timidity on the part of high officials. 
It is hard. I think it is very hard, that I tbould be told thllt that it the reason of onr 
action. Sir,. it is not a fear that police oflleials of both nationa1itiea or ofBeen of the 
Government may be shot; tt is a stern fnet. This is not a qaeatton of apprehension. 
They have been &hot and shot frequently. That, Sir. disposa of the argument that tbeae 
precautionary measures are the ahildren of unreaHona.bie apprehension. 

Then, Sir, there is a further point that these outrages (unfortunately peihapa iu 
the minds of &Ome) do not afteot merely a handfal of Go.ernment officials. They afteot a 
numbe-r of perfectly innocent men wbo bave nothing whatever to do with the Govern. 
ment ; men who were daooiood were not offi.mals of the Government; men whose money 
is taken are not officials of the Government·; men who are injured are not of tEla. ofD.ola)t 
of the Government~ The unfortunate Mr. Day who was abot in the Park Street waa not a 
snvant of the Government. Aa far as I know he ba.d no connectfon whatsoever wltb the 
Government. It is true many Government servants have suJferod and died bravely tn 
the disebarge -of their duties but they are not the sum total of viotimt of the outrage&. It 
was said, 'you have all kinds of arrangements to protect the great land'. Sir_, the hand of 
the assassin may render all precautions nsele88, 

Mr. Ran~aswami IyenR&r: Even with the Ordinanee f 
Sir A. Mnddiman : Yet, Sir, even witb the Ordinance. I cannot guarantee myself 

or the honoarable member• opposite from tbe hand ot the aiSUiln. Yoa have eeu that 
their hand falls on many who are innocent. 

Mr. T. Prakasam : Continued detention will make it worse. 
Sir Maddiman : It may be so. 
Mr. T. Prakasa.m : It {a &D, 
Sir A. M.uddlm&U : lf by that my honourable friend means :bat tbe tplrtt of tbete 

men is so filled with animosity that their release- will lncreue revolut1onar7 crime, then, 
Sir, be is uslng rather a poor argament tn support of his own case. 

Mr. T. Pra"kasam : That is not the point. 
Sir. A. Mnddimau: Now, Sir, my honourable friend oppos.lte said the eaase of I&" 

and ord~r was at dear to him a11 it was to me. Sir, d~s be agree witb the view of one 
of bitt back-brocbers who 11aid 'if it wa" in my power, I would stir up every young man 
in India to bfoeome a revolutionary conspirator and encourage revolutionary crime in 
India... [a thllt the me&eat!:~ of his party to me or not r (An honourable m~mber: 
Surely not,) (Another honourable member: He waa right iD. saying 10.) That, Sir, 1 
should lilt-a to have bf'&rd repudiated, because it would have made my t&Bk easier. 

Now. I desire to deal with one issue that waa raised-rafsed in a very mode-r&~ way 
"by a gentlf'lman who does not always speak so moderately-but on this occasion he referred 
to the ao:lferings of some of these misguided men ae a ueolt of their eonfi.nement. 1 may 
at once, on behalf of the Government. say that if he can justify any real case for release 
or if anybody eJse ean justify any case for release or if we ounelves can find that any 
ease for release has been made out on medical groondt that release will be made. 

Pandit Motilal Nehro: 1 did not put my amendment on that gronnd. 
Sir Ale:mnder Mnddiman ~ No, Sir. BDt I desire to make it plain that we have a 

certain sense o£ humanity. We do not desire to detain men wbose health bu been 10 
ser!onsly impaired that tbeJr powers or harm ba.ve gone. 

Mr. Rangas,'rami Iyengar ; ErnascnJate them be[ore you release them. 
Sir Alexander M.oddimau : We have not as yet adopted tha.t system. (Laughter). 

Sir, my bon. friend said that the tale tbat I have told the HoWle ie a tbriee-t-old 
tale. Well, it is a thrice.told tale. You wilt remember the remark In Allee when 
''if yf'n say it three timet, it is rif!ht..*' Therefore-, Done the Is tt is. because tt 
is thriee--told. My hon'ble frit>nd Lala Lajpn.t Rai1 In a very interMting apeecb. 
eatd that no n.rgoments be oould adduce wonld move me and tbat no arguments 
of mine would move him. For, to deal with hie epeeeh te osele:M for me to 
attempt to do so and I am sorry that this should be the cue. for I tboold have 
endeavoDred to address some remarks to him. Some other member aaid that 
preventive meesurta were unknown to IJldian. law, Well, Sir, it aeemed to me wbeu 

34 
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I was a magistrate for aome time tb&t there were Cflrtain aeotloua such at aeattons 101, 
108 109 and 110 which were ·of a preventive obaraot.et and wbioh. may l'e&Dlt in 
the' incarceration of those wbo do uot comply with their provisions. (An bou,. member: 
Uae them.} I was merely retening to tho argument that there wore preventive 
measnrea in our law. 

Now, Sir, an argument wu used that · the Government does not do theie 
tbings bonafide, that we do it becaose it pleases us to do so caprlcioUBly. There 
it some peculiar feeling that I sleep or my honoumble colleagues lleep 100re comfortably 
because they know that other people aM sleeping uncomfortably. That is not eo, 
1 aBBure the Hoose that that ia not the case. Put it on the lowest ground, these 
men are a sot~rpe of great political annoyance. To me they are a very good stick to 
beat the Govemment with. Their ease i1 brought before me frequently and they 
give me and my oftlcera a great deal of trouble and so putting it on lowest groande1 
we do not keep them Ia because we enjoy doing it. I want to make that point 
perfeotly clear. We have not put those men in jail either for political tea801lB ol' 
for the sake of gratifying some perverse &enee of delight iD oppreesion which it 
perfectly foreign to me or to the Government and would be a very uil!atisfactory 
form of amnsement. Bir1 I nottced with satisfaction that my honourable friend 
the Pandit expressed biB intention of supporting \he Government in any me&SilNI 
Rqoired for law and order other than the one before the House. If he wtll pardo~a 
me, I bave heard him say thts before on another occasion (A vofce : Any re&BOnable 
measure) where differenoe will probably come, and amiable aa tbia House is in many 
ways it has no~ alwaya shown ita readiness to support rmsonable mea-aarea or at 
any rate me&~area which thta aide of file Hous.e thinks Teasonable. (A voioe: 
Wh!oh oldo I) The Ho... generally iB uuwtll!ng, aa all leg!lllatUiell are apt lo be, 
to support strong measures. 

Now, Sir, a portion of my speech did not attract as muoh attention u I 
thonght It might heve dono. It I! possible becau.. I opoko at ootlllldorablo length 
foreign lo m:r natural tendeno!.., I did Dt>t perhaps make It ao clear lo tho Houoo 
"" I thought I did. I oal<l. and I will repeat It and I would .. k tho Hoose lo IIBtell 
carefully. I had read out Bls Ea:cellenay'a statement wben he first addressed tb.tl 
HooB& dealing with this question ot the release ol Bengal detenues. I may emphasise 
it that there were two conditione which were mentioned in that statement. The 
lint oondltion, I held and I think the Hoose genually will hold, Ia not !uii!Ued. 
AI regards the second oond!l!on I made the lollow!ng remark!. I !Bid : 'As to the 
second condition whiab raises the que~tion of indtvidual release the matter must 
be decided in the last light of the reoord of the deteuue and hie present attitudEh 
The Government are not demanding aa is sometimes alleged any humiliating con· 
feRsiona from these deteuuee. They are more intereat.ed lu the future than in tbe 
put. A declaration that a detenue would on release take no part in rnvolotionaey 
activities would be an element to be taken into consideration by the Government. 
Bat this on the one band would not amount to a confession that he had taken 
part in such activities in the past and on tbe other band sucb a dealaratton could 
not and would not be accepted by tbe Government a1 a ground for release without an 
examination of th~ whole oircumatancea of the eaae and the past record of the detenue.11 

That, Sir, if I may aay so, was rather an important portion in my speech which I 
thought the House abould have taken more notice of~ The ouly Bp!Bker who did refer to 
it was my honourable frieDd, Mr. Goswami, He referred to tt aa being something different 
from au offer or a statement whl_ch he understood, no doubt in hia own judgment correct-
ly, to have been made by Hts E:r.ccllPncy Lord LJtton at a meeting or Conference he 
held sometime before the &e:Bsion began. Well, Sir1 v.ben we were disoosaing the motion 
for adjournment the other day, tbia point was ra.Jsed by a speaker who sits behind me 
and it was also raised by the honourable friend and I oonfesa 1 wa! somewhat &Orprlied 
at the statements that were made and accordingly communicated with the Government 
of Bengal and ascertained wbat had bapp.>nrd. The etatement made by His Jh:eellency 
Lord Lytton, I am &&BUlt'd, did not differ in terms from the statement I made to the 
Bou&e to.day. That the-re was undoohtedl:y rome differmee of opinion a• to what WBI 
actually eaid seems clear, but 1 think it right to all parties concerned to a&y that the 
Govemment of India and the Government of Bengal are at one on this and although 
there mar han been bona~ miaeon.ceptioo, there is no difference in fact. 

Mr. Goswamt: Will the honourable the Home Member permit me to say jOBt one 
word t I anppose human memGl')' cannot alway• be relied upon bot I think 1 took the 
vrecautlon ol ~·~tin!! Hla E:<C811e""1 Lold L1t1on to ""l'""t th!J etote!llent. 1 oald1 " 1 
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ak.e it from Your Ette1Ienoy etc.." I t-hought I bad mad.e it quite clear that I unduetOQd 
him very clearly a.nd very categoricaUy. Tbat is aU I can say~ 

Sir Alexander M uddiman : 1 do not mean to challenge the accuracy of the honour.. 
able member's impression of what bapp~ned. Tbat is not my point. It ia quite tovlden~ 
that there was some genuine misapprehension of what Bia ExceHency Lord Lytton aaid 
and I think it was right to clear it up at the earJieet opportunuy as when the mattu ?<a& 

mentioned in this Bouse, I was not in a po~ition to deal with it. ' 
Mr. Jinnah: Do I understand the honourable member to aay that this statement 

would not involve a confession of guilt r 
Sir Alexander Muddiman : 1 read out tb~ words Tery c1rariy and will read them 

out again because on this point there must be no ground for doubt wbarever. What 1 said 
was a declaration that a detenue wonJd on release take no part in re't'olutionaty aotlvi
tiea would be an element to be taken into eonsideration, but this on the one band would 
not amount to a confession that be bad taken part in I!DCh acUvitiee in the past and on 
tbe otbe:r hand such a declaration could not and would not be accepted by the Govern• 
ment as a ground for release without an ~umination ol the whole cireom&tancea of tbo 
eaao and the past record o1 the def.('Ilue. Now these worda are car~fuity thought out 
word& and 1 bave read them out to tbe House on three occaaions and hope the Honl8 will 
give due attention. 

Nowt Sir, let. me develop the point I was about to make. It is said tbat lbf&e 
men are not revolutionaries and that they do not desire to commit violent nett. U that 
11 tbe case, what 1 put before the Reuse would seem to me to give them an opportunity 
at any rate of informing the Government if that is reaUy their view. What vtew would 
the House take whert~ a man says: c. Yes, I am a revolutionary. You lock me op. 1 
do not care in the least. I desire to overthrow your GGvernment by every m~ans in my 
power. If you let me out, I will use a J'evolver if I can get it to overtbrow you.n Does 
the House wish me to release a man who says that 1 {An honourable member : Pot blm 
on bia trial}. Does the House really det~ire me to release a man who says open'y t.b&t if 
he ill- released he will do that f 

Pundit Motilal Nehru: Put him on bia tri&l aud evidence from the admiatlon of 
that man would secure a conviction r:lgbt enough. 

Sir A. M.uddiman : No man will be eo foolish atl to make that statement In olr .. 
cumstances where 1 can use it in evidence againet him. Tbat is a point 1 deaire to briog 
before tbe Honse and on that l tbink the Government is entitled to ask whet the view of 
the House tn a caae of that kind i&, namely, where a man B&J9 frankly, 1' 1 am a revolu· 
tionary ; l deaire to overtbrow yont: Government. l dealre to nse any mer.nt in my power 
to do that. If I can get a revolver, I will &boot the first police office-r 1 eome aero&~ .. 

Pandit Madan Mohan :Malaviya: You have got Sections lOS, 109 and 110 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code. 

Sir Alexander Muddiman: I have put before th~ Roue& a question of some 1m pot• 
tance. I will ask the Hoase to think over that qu-estion very seriously. I have defended. 

Mr. Jinnah : Is there any detennc, .Sir1 wbo bae made that stat~eot 1 
Mr. Preaident: Does the honourable member with to gift way 1 
Sir Alexander Muddiman: No, Sir, when I was interrupted I wu &'lying 1 have 

done my bet$ to meet this resolution. It baa bern 11poken to with ability In Dl-1\ny parts 
of the House, ba.t no speech has befn of greater ability tban tb&.t of Mr. Tonkinaon 
whose intimate connection with the Home Department.t 1 desire to acknowledge to.day, bad 
been of tbe greatest value and to wbom I tender my congratolatione. Sir, ( aball not 
detain the House from proceeding to Its judgment by vote. 

Pandit Nehru's Amendment Carried. 
Dfvielou took place at 6 p.m. and Pandit Motilal'• amendment wa1 canied by 

63 votes againlt 50 after wbich tbe House adjourned. 

Official Bills. 
The Hou•e ..,.assembled next on the 7TH FEBRUARY with an agenda 

oi official legislative business. At the ont.Bet, on the motion of Mr. M. S. 
Aney, the Assembly selected a number oi members to sit on the Select 
Committee to the Bill to amend the Indian Securities Act, 1921). 

Sir Alexander Muddiman then introduced the Bill amending the Preei· 
doncy Towns Insolvenoy Act 1909 and the i'ruvincial Insolvency Act 1920, 
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Limitation Act Amendment. 

( NRW DJ!tilt 

The Home Member next moved for consideration of the Bill amending 
the Limitation Act 1908 (amendment of article 182). He eaid that the High 
Courts bed e:rpresaed themselves in favour of the changes proposed. 

Mr. Doraiswami Iyengar, in opposing the consideration of the motion, 
&aid he did so because be bed failed in his honest attempt with the Home 
Member earlier in the day to have the Bill referred to the Seleot Committee. 
He said the Government were merely paying lip homage to the recommends· 
tious of the Civil Justice Committee. The difficulties of litigants were not 
so much in getting decrees but after getting them. Mr. Iyengar read the 
·~commendation of the Committee in this particular and emphasised that 
the Government bed taken advantage of a small conditional clause to bring 
before the Assembly this bo.'penny ta'penny measure. Opinion was 
for deletion of article 182 and not for this vezy minor cbnnge which be 
feared would reault in increasing frivolous applications by compelling the 
decree-holder to be court· burnt, looking after. e:recution of applioatione. Tbia 
was not the waY to reduce law's delays but to increase them. 

The Bill was then considered clause by clause. Discussion centrad 
round the motion of Mr. Doraiswami Iyengar for the addition to clause 
live of the said article the. following words : " or the date of any linai decree 
passed in a suit directing refund of any amount realised by a decree-holder 
in e:recutinn of the decree. " 

Mr. S. R. Das agreed with the principal of the amendment suggeated 
and promised to bring before the Council of State the necessazy amendment. 
Thereupon Mr. Doraiswami Iyengar withdrew the amendment. The Bill 
with a verbal alteration auggested b:v Moulvi Mohamed Yakub was then 
passed. 

The Cuuency Bill .. 
The Home Membsr then announced the Government's conaidered 

decision to move for consideration of the Currency Bill relating to the 
e"change ratio on March ?tb. 

The Home Member announced that "Government have given very 
careful ccnsideration to the question of further procedure on the Currency 
Bill and have taken fully in~ account the views e"pressed by various 
speakers in the course of the debate on Januazy 25th, In order that their 
position in this matter may he clear to the Bonae, the Government desire 
to ezplain shortly the reason for the conclusion they have reached. 

"As many hon'ble members are aware, the main features of the budget 
bnve to bs settled by the Government by the micdle of January each year 
and it is only under considerable pressure tbat the preparation of tbn detailed 
estimates and demand& for grants can be completed in time for the introdWl" 
tion of the budget on Februazy 28th. The decision of the Assembly to 
postpone consideration of the Currency· Bill last August, therefore, mede it 
imJ?Ossible for the budget ol 1927-28 to be prepared on the basis ol "'!Y 
ratio other than h. 6d. The effect on the budget of a reduction of ratio 
to ls. 4d. would, of course, be vezy considerable, but it does not in any way 
depend on the question whether final decision regarding ratio iil taken 
before or _afte~ tbe introduction of the budget. Clearly the efl'ect ~ust bs 
the ssme tn e1ther case and as stated by the Currency Commiaaion Jn para 
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207 of their report, the effect though · it is not deeisive, cannot be ignored 
in considering what the ratio should be if the House is ec•llcd upon to come 
to a decision on the ratio before the bud~et ia iutroduc<'d. The dcci:tion will 
take place in the absence of facts and filo!ures whicb aro known to the 
Government and are very material to tbe deci!ion and should obviously be 
weigbed by the House in coming to their conclus10n, but cannot be disclosed 
without a premature disclosure of the contents of tho budget. If, on tho 
other hand, the budget is opened before the discussion takes plaoo, the 
House will have lull knowledge of bearing upon tho finances oi tho country 
on the decision they are called on to taka and will be able to come to their 
conclusions both on the budget and on the ratio with a. lull understanding 
of all relevant facts. No more and no less difficulty would be involved in 
readjusting the bndgot figures and the proposnls to Is. 4d. if a. decision 
in favour of that ratio were taken after 28th February than if it wore 
taken earlier. In view of these considerations: the Government bo.ve 
decided to pull down the motion that the Currency Bill be taken into 
consideration on Monday the 7th Maroh ". 

Before the Assembly edjourned til! next day (for consideration of 
non·official resolutions), the Select Committee's report on the Steel Protcc· 
tion Bill was prosented amidst oheers. The following is the text of the 
Report:-

Select Comm. Report on Steel Protection BiD •. 
The Majority Report. 

"We have considered the Bill and have now the honour to 1:1ubmtt tbie our report 
with the Bill a& amended by us anne:::ttd thereto. At the: outset or our proceedings, we 
considered six dtfferent methods of conferring prouctlon on the 11teel industry enumerated 
in paragraph 94 of the report of the Indian 'l'ari1f Board regardi11g conUnuuce: of proteQ. 
tion to tbe Indian ateel industry. As a result of our dieaossions, a great majority of ue 
were 8&tisfled that only two methods were practicable in the present circumstances. Firat 
of these is that embodied in the Bill by which duti~ are imposed on steel of Bri!ieh 
manufacture against competition from the United Kingdom and higher duties on steel 
imported from olher countrie&. The sec-ond is a ~;ys:tcm by wbich uniform doti~e wonld 
be imposed on s:tt'el imported from any source, these du.tiea beJng ~d on the diff.erence 
between fair felling prices for Indian 11teel and weighted average prices of Imported steel. 
In order that the difference be-tween tbe two metbods might be clearly hrougbt out, tbe 
Commerce Department of the Government of India supplied us wUh amendments which 
would be necessary in the Bill and its tiChedule, if it were decided to adopt weighted 
average sy1tem without increasing or diminishing the degr~ of protection given. Tbe 
Department also supplied amendments embodying a modification of tbht system by which 
certain classes of steel wotdd become sob~t to (a) nniform batic duties and (b} uniform 
additional dnties and the Governor-General in Council would be empower~ u, modify 
the additional duties (bot not the basio duties) whether by way of increase or or reduction. 
This modification of the weighted average system·removes one of the objections to which 
it t& open1 ,.iz., that it provide~ no mtans by which wltbnut ll"gislatlon tbe amount of 
protection could be reduced if a Sllhltantial increase In prices bad rendered it altogether 
ace~~eive. 

''We discna11ed at ltngth the advantsges t e •• (a) differential dutiea wUb a lower rate 
on tt-eel of British manufacture and a bilber rate on ateel not of British manataeture and 
(b) weighted average &ystem opened by the divislon of the dut7 on :aucb clan of ateel 
afteeted into a basic and an additional duty. A majority of ue are of opinion l:bat the 
ftnt of these alternatives which is the 'SCbem~ adoptM in tbe Bill is- preferable and abcnld 
be adopted. In arriving at tbis concluainn we have attached great weJght to the principle 
embodied in the prtamble t-0 tbe But that a echeme of protection must bne due reg&rd to 
tbe well·bdns of the community. We are eatlafied that tbe ewnomic iDtereK of bulla 
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will be better served by the system-of difierential rates of duty on Britiab and non-British 
atee1 thaD by a system which aubjeeta all eteel to uniform rates of duty based on weighted 
average prices of imported steel. A weighted average system of duties must be unsuitable 
·because ebaoge in tbe re.lative level of prices of Britiab and continental t!lt.eel wontd ltad 
to change in proportions in which steel made in India Is sold in competition with atee1 
from either source. A more eerioua ob}eCtionls that tbe price both of &tand&rd eteeland 
of fabricated steel would be raised unneeessarU7 owing to the higher duty on British steeL 
A& a result the coat of inportant public works involving the uee of large quantities of 
steel would be increased. The manufacture of maobin~ry in India wonJd be rendered 
more dlflicult and industrial development ol the country would be retarded. It- has been 
urg.ed that the weighted average system at any rate diminishes the burden lmpotiCd on 
UEmB of steels We do not con&ider that that claim ie well founded. Of the claese. of 
steel to which the Bill app1ies differential ratee of duty, tbe moat Important ia steel hara 
and in tbiB caae the di1fereDce between the duty on continental ba:ra proposed in tbe Bill 
and the duty required under w.eigbted averacte &)'stem 1a no more than Bs5 2 a ton.. To 
that utent1 prtce of 'Bteel bars would be higher under tbe differential ayatem in Calcutta 
and in any other area where Indian steel can compete effectively with imported ateeJ. But 
in areae which are nearer to other- great ports· of India than they are to Jamahedpar and 
where CODaeqaently Indian steel is at a disadvantage, tt ia po118-ible for importera to raiae 
the price of continent-al steel b&rs to a point a little below the price at which British atft! 
bars could be imported under the weighted anrage &yetem. This point 11 higher by 
Rs.. 9 a ton than it ia under the difterentia.l syatem.. We believe that if the difterenttal 
system iB adopted the consumer of non-standard ateel in any area in whi-ch Indian steel 
eazmot efteotive.ly compete will not in fact pay A bigber price than he would under the 
weighted. average system bat a lower one owing to tbe reduction on the British steel. 

"We COD8klered but were unable to accept a suggestion for securing the welfa-re of 
fabour for the limitation of dividends and for preveDtiDg indus.tri&l coneema which enJOy 
the benefit of protection from paaaing oat of Indian into foreign bands. We think that 
difllcnlttes in the way of illCOiporating provisions of tbiB kfud in the Bill are insuperable. 

" .HaviDg approved by a majority tbe principle of ditferentiatlon in certain classet of 
ateel between ateel of British manufacture and steel not ot Brlti&h manufaoture, we 
proceeded to a conBidetation of the detailo of the BilL 

"Clause 2 : We considered a suggestion that the Bill contained no provision fol' 
the conaequmcea which unght follow a subetant.ial decreae in the price of British ateel 
and.we have amended Olaoae 2 (1) o1 the Bill in order to provide for this contingency. 
lt ie propo&ed by the amendment to insert in section s of the Indian TarUf Act ]89! a 
new aulrlectlon empowering the Governor-General in Council. to increase but not to reduce 
the duty chargeable on articles of British manufacture if changes in prices al'fl libly to 
render ineffect:ive l.be protection given to the Indian steel industry. 

"Clause 3: We have made au amendment in Lhis c1aase omitting words, Mt aeoord· 
fng to the clau-se, before tbe amendmentt it would be impossible for tha Governor·General 
in Oouncll withoa' legislation to order a jreueral enquiry into the condition of steel 
industry before the tat of April 193S. We think this restriction is undesirable since 
clrouma;ancea might be aacb as to :render an enquiry imperative at an earlier date.. 

u In tbe schedule we have made an amendment in item 62 in Part IV in Schedule Il 
to the Indian Tariif Act 1924 as amended by tbe BUJ. Under this item as it stood, certain 
kinds of steel bars which the Tarift Board considered ehonld be enb}rct only to a revenue 
duty, became aubjfct to a protective duty. The dfect of tbe amendment madeisto 
exclude auch hare t:rom the ecupe of protective duty. 

Miautea of Diaaeat~ 
Minutes of dissent signed to the report of the Se1£ot Committee on the Steel Proteea 

tion Bill are two. The one is signed by Mr. Jayakar, Lala La.jpat RBI, Mr. Shunmakham 
Ohetti and Hr. Amarnatb Do.tt, while the other is signed by M.r. Jamnadas Mehta, M.r. 
ll. N. Joebl and ld:r. M. 1I. Acbarya., The former minute says :-
. "We regret we have not been able to agree with the scheme of proteet!on aa embod•ed 
in the Bill approyed by our colleagues. Though certain amcndmeDta have been ~&de to 
the Bili a-s originallJ intioduced by the. Government1 yet tbe general scheme rema1~s tbe 
eame. The main acheme of the Bill iB to difierentiate between ateel of Britiab orig1n sud 
DOD.· British origin.. The scheme bas been critioieed as A 60heme of i01perial preference. 
but we were a&8ured. that thl& ia not really imperial preference. but difi"erentiation based 
llpDll dillorOllceo inlhe ql!&lity of steel imported, Even though wo might be prepared to 
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accept the usuranae tbat Imperial preference Ia not eought to be introduced through tbte 
Bill1 yet the fact. remaint1 that the dlfrereuce lo duty whtab II aoagbt to be impoHd II 
not based merely on the quality of goode but on the ba&il ol the coantr;r of oria:tn. We 
think it "ferJ undesirable to .accept any aabeme of protective duUea baaed upon the 
eoun.try of origin of commodities imported& The acceptance of such a principle in anf 
form Ja not merely Uilllound but it may lelld to complication~ in future. 

"Though a greater proportion of continental steel that ia imported tnto India doe:t 
not conform to Briti&b atandard apecificationa, it bas not been dented that standard atee.1 
Ia manafactared In tbe continent alsth By Jmposing a higher duty on all continental 
ateel, irreepectift of the li\Ot whether It hJ &tauda.rd attel or not. coutinental manufacture 
of etandani atee:lia placed at a disadvantage in the Indian marbt aa oompared with the 
poaitfon of British manufacture. Such a diacriminat!on, in -our opinion, -oanuot be 
)Ditifled 11nle1& India is prepared deliberately to adopt a policy of Brl:Uab: .prefcrenae. 

u Though we are assured that all steel manufaotnred in the United Kloljdom conform& 
to Britiab ataudard speoitlcationt yet it is not unlikely that tbe Bt'ltiab manufacturer 
taking advantage of the asaured protection giveu to him in the lndlau market for a 
period of Be'Vtn :years ma;r lower the ataudard of Britiab ateel imported into this country. 
Thit result can be brought about either by deliberatel7 lowering the ltandanl 0% b7 a 
greater use of aemi·ftniahed oontJngutal ateel. 01ar appreheneio1l8 in this -reapeot are 
coutlrmed by the remark of the Tariff Board in paragraph 10-i ot the report in wbioh tbi!!J 
ob&erved, ' tbe preaeot prices of imported British atee1 on wbiab our proposrJa are baled 
reftec~ to a very large extent, economtea rendered pouible by the nee of aemi·tlniahed 
oontioent.l matert&l.• In any cuo there Is a likelihood that ujeotlona of Britiah manu. 
facture may be sent to India in Jarger quantitiea. 

u These are some of our main objt'Otiona againlt tbe seheTe proposed by tbt~ Gotem .. 
ment and for these reason•, we regret we oanaot agree to that scheme, After carefnU7 
oontldering the various alternative sobeme& e.uggeated by the Tariff Board, we have to 
come to the c011olosiou that a uniform duty based on weighted averago tyltem with a 
baala duty which will not be altered for seven Jear& woa.ld be the best ID the circum• 
ttanoea. Under the sobeme that we propoae1 tbvs would be a baalc duty calculated apou 
the preaent aelllug prioe of British Nndard ataJ together with an additional duty to 
protect Indian eteel agatnat conttneotal steel whtoh sella at a lower pr:lee5 If price& of 
Brmah or continental ateel iu.oreuee or dec~ the Govemor.Qeueral lD CounoU 11 
given powu to decreue or ia~reue additional duty u the oaae may be. 'I'bla modl8ed 
BOheme lhat we propose wm meet the main objeottona urged agaloatc the average weighted 
oystem ao propoood by the Tarll! Board. Our ocbemo dil!era from tbat ooggeoted by •h• 
Tartft Board in that we have proposed the levy of a baaJc and an actditional duty in the 
place of one uniform duty aaggested by them and the additional duty thl\t we pro~ 
would be levied upon all steel irreapectin of the country of ongtu. By fixing a baaf\ 
duty for a period o[ seven yeara., the at.eel Industry is aaaarro. a minimum protectiOI\ 
dnrlng this period and this would achieve the object of at-tracting fresb capital into tb( 
steel industry. Power to alter the additional duty wbieh we propose to Vtit iD tbo Oovera 
nor~General in CounoU wm be an effective safeguard against. any exeesalvo or ineffectiv 
protection. 'd 

•I We are conaaioua of tho fact that onder our acbemtt, the price of Brtttfb atand~ 
steel will be a little higher than the coru&pondtng price under the Government ~· 
Though th1a may be cocsidered to be a defect inherent tn the ecbeme that we pro~;te~ 
we may urge that the additional ateel burden on fbe user of BdUab ate~~lll 00111 :ile& 
balanced by the lower price of continental steel. None of the alternative lclst the 
suggested by the Tarift Board can be said to be entirely fiawJHB and* in our oplniob1rbnd 
acbeme that we have propoaed mms to be the best under tbe circnmstanet.'L We •P\ 
herewith a drait o[ the Bill embodying tbe scheme suggested by ua." I 

• •• Mr. Mehta's Disaentlng Minute. 'vi 81 
The other written by Mr. Jamnadas Mehta ts oppOied to Imperia! preferenO€ ~ of 

the other 1ectton oJ diaaentientl, bat they point out that the overwbelmfng majorttjC\~ 
people will nfuse to countenan<:e" imperial pr-eference in auy abape or form not becae ~ 
of any hostility towards the Britieh people bat becante of deep·a~ed aonvfotlon ba~ • 
on the painfoJ uperienoe of oarly tw-o eentul'iea that Brltlab imperiah11ta and capit:aHttl. 
are a.t the bottom of all India~• trouble. U the fnU multi of the Board'• proposal• of 
differential duties which arc moat in tbe nature ot apeculationa materialiac, thfoy wUl 
give to the indnatry in the first four years tbe leut protection when it uqolres mOlt. 
Moreo,.er, it imposes an intol«able and wholly nnneoe6Sili'J' burden of fort1 Jakbl of 
rupees a year 011 the consumer of certain continental producta iD BDnll&, Eutern Bengal, 
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Assam, Madru Presidency. Contra! Provlncea, etc., without oanlmlng lheloeet bone5l 
on the Indian lndo&tf7. Mr. Jamn&du aaya that the scheme evolved by his friends in 
the minute of dissent was untried and if it did not sacceed1 the reepooaibility would be 
placed on the shoulders of the Ass!mbly. Mr. Ja.mnadas Mehta and Xr. Achal'J& 
favour tbe imposition of protective duties and payment of, booutles aa the only method of 
protecting the industry without unduly tWog the taxpayer. After a oalcolatton of 
different statiatiet" Hr. Jamnadas recommends that the preaeut eyatem of oombi!led 
duties and bounties fs the beat. 

M.r. Joshi agrees with thla minute so far BB it developa the syatem of duties and 
bounties combined, while Hr. Acharya agreed in entirety. They recommend that uniform 
boaDtles should represent the di:fference between a. fair selling price and the higher scale 
of foreign prices. The bounty shonld be fixed from the amount recoverable from pro. 
Wctive du.ties" Finally, Mr. Jamnadaa reoommenda that the Bill ahould bo referred. to 
tbo Smot Committee far the adoption of tho above proposale. 

The Tariff Boa.rd'• Recommendatioue. 
Early in January 1927 tbe Government of India. in a communique flubllahed tbe 

Teport of the Tari1! BoaTd announcing that they propose to introduce in tbe Delhi Sestfoa 
of the At~aembly a bUI oarrying out tbe main recommendations contained iu the Report, 
The Board recommended that Protection granted to the Indian ateel indus~ ainae 1924: 
to be cOD tinned in a modilied form for seven years till March 1928. The report of 
the Board which coudocted a statutory enquiry into the condh.fon of the industry 
embodied proposals for the imposition of differential duties and abolition of the 
system of bouutiea. Protection given to the Industry in India bad subatantfa.Uy 
improved fh1 position and the output of finiabed steel at the end of seven y,..r• 
would be 00~000 tons while the CO&t of manufacture is expected to bA rednced especially 
after the reeent and contemplated extemfona aud improvement& tu Jamahedpu workl, 
Bat the prices of imported ateel bad fallen aubltantially and unless protection wu 
continued it would not be ponlble to manufacture and sell Indian tteel In oompetitioD. 
w!tb Imported product. 

The Board'condemna the ayatem of bounties under whtcb the steel fndutry would 
have obtained from Indian revenues about 209 laths of rnpeea till the end of March 1921 
as being leas dective in preventing unfair competition. It does not a~t the adoption 
of uniform dutiee because under it manufacture calculated to discourage the :Britilh 
standard of steel which Ia more reliable tban Continental ateel would be clearly undeatra· 
bll!. It is regarded S8 probable that the prioeo of British steel in future would ho fairly 

\ratable but the eoafBtl of Continental prices cannot be foreseen as nnmeroua factort llka 
z, combinea and unfair damping aided by a depreciating e::s::cbange might eome toto piay. 
t Therefore the Board aoggtat8 the imposition of a basic duty on all steel imported from 

fi whatever country while additional duty ia recommended on ateel of non·Britiah orlglo. 
W 'l'be board reduces the prest>nt import duty on rolled ateel u follows :-
i:D ln the case of rails from Rs. 14 per ton plus bounties to Be. IS baltc duty and no 
CiJ'ddltloaal dnty. 

; Flobplates from Ba. 14 plaa bounties to Be. 6 minimum hallie dnty and no additional 
aut7. 

~ ', Straetnralsecttono from Be. SO per tan to Be. 19 baste and 11 additional. 
~"'"'. Bars from lla. 40 per ton to Be. 26 heslo and 11 oddlt!Gnal. 
dut;y,. Galvenised sbeote from Ro, 45 to Bo, 88 hesio and no additional dut7 while the duty 
BZC!lll>p!ates !s raised from Be. SO per ton to B., 20 heslo and 18 additional and black obeell 

.J. & S() per ton to Bs SO baa.le and 24 additional~ 
! As rega~s fabricated &teet the Board recommends fn p1ace of a 215 per cent. txfwlorl"' 
..,.. a bu1o duty of 17 per oent.., and an additional duty of Bs. 19 per ton. By tbe enll 

!feveu ]'ear& the Board believed the industry shonld be able to meet the Brititb com• 
tion litton without the assistance of any protective or revenue duty. If the Oontioental 
O~ces remain at their present lnel some measure of protection might atfll be reqnired. 
».lie proposed basic dotfes abould be fn force unaltered for seven 7ears when there~ muat 
· !4 another statutory enquiry but additional duties might be Jedoced or raised by tbe 
tu..iovernment wltboot reference to the Legistatnre daring tbe period of protection if the 
•· pt'J~ea or non-Brit.iah steel justify the cbange. The proposed dutie& though tbey involve 

a d1stinct rt'duotion in the existing duties sboald enable in the long ron to reduce tbe 
prleea of steel to a level lower than at any period since the war. At the aame time the 
Board potnta out tbat tbe 11ow level of duty ou raila would be justifiable only If tbe 
Government anange to pnrohue the whole of their requiremeats of rails In India act far 
u tboy ean bo produoed in India. 
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While ¢ring thio wamlng the Board lo CODIIr&lned to wannly,.!ote tbe alleptlooa 

of tbe Tata. Ca.mpany that the Indian raihnya avoided the purobase of Indian. material 
becaoee tlm:o allerzatioos were not IDbstan.tilted by evidence. The Board hu 1&\tefted 
it&elf that differential du.tfee are not impraotlcable from the admiolstratiftll potnt of "lew 
aud these are recommended aa leading to an eqnita.ble dlatrlbution or burden over tba 
different olat'Bel of consomera and bated an plll'el.r economic ground& without regard. to 
political considerations. 

• 

The Board after enquiring into the condition of lba lln·plate ·illdootry a!mllarly 
ftCOmmendt for eeven yean a nduoed protective duty from. Bt. 85 to Itt. (8 per tou and 
it has roled ont tbe soqested ditorlminattOD of duty in fawur of Walea 1inae ll ll with 
the Welab t{o.pJate that the Indian pl'Oduot baa mainly to oompete. 

The Board's reeommendationa are aU unanimoua and the repott Ia algned bJ lb. 
Gin walt. and Jle&Bra. Matthat and A. E. Mathias. membeH. 

Govt. Actioa oa the Board'a Recommelldaticms. 
Ou or about the l'i'tb January the Government of India publlthed a Bill pro-riding 

for eontSnuauee of lJlOb!etion to the steel iud08tl'J In Britieh India and formally ~pealing 
the192i Aot. Tbfslml gtvee efteet to t.he main reeommendationa of t.he TarUI Board 
recently pabliabed after a statutory enquiry. The protection It by meau of inatu.aed 
dnttes outmport181ld not by grant of bounties on production aDd It will baTe efre® 
for seven yean: from the tat April, 19Z7. to the Slit Muoh, t93l. It Ia lllllde olear, bow
ever, in the preamb1o and 1n olaute 2 of the Bill that the limitation to teven JMTI 
Is applicable ouly to tho& ratea of duty and not to pallor of diterim.inating ptOUctlolll 
itself. The Bill provides for a ttatutory enquiry in 192S.24: In order to aaoertaln what 
ameaut of protection may stUl be neoeasa-ry aud the manner fa whlob tt woald be oonf.erred. 

Following tbe Board's :recommend&tious the BiU provldea for the lmpotlttou of 
dU1'ertntfal rates of duty on certain iron and steel utlolet, with a ba1lo datr in can of 
art.iolea of British manufacture and an addJticmal. dttty in cue of thou of non-Brttf1h 
orlgtn. The Bill also gives eftect to two reoommendatlou of the Board made ID earlier 
reporta. Both am closely connected with continuance of proteotlon to the eteel lndutry. 
The firlt ta removal of the duty on unwroucht slno.. The main object o! tbil change ts 
to reduco tbe coat of manufa.ot.uriug galvauiz!d sheet aud COUICQ.UDtl:r the amount of 
proteottou it requires. The seaond propanl il reduettou or d11ty on. block tiD froe ll 
pel' cent. tzd vatorm to Ra. 250 per ton, whtch has alread7 been apprGVed of by the ludlau -
Legfll&ture by resolut.iou patsed m E'ebtuary, 1926. B~>th thee obaugel, namely/ 
removal of dutJ on unwrooght sluo and reduction of duty 011 block Uo, will not bll 
nbjent to the seven ;reara' limf~ \1, 

The ulstfntt prot«tive dntlea on wfre and wire uane are continued, but the Go•ern" 1 

ment annonnced tbetr Intention of bringing before the Legiilature in the Shnla ~e~~tou 1 ._ 

proposal~ for a continuance or modidoation of then dntlea.. j: 
Adjournment Motion on Currency BilL u .. 

il 
Next day, the 8TH FEBRUARY, soon alter the Ho1111e ra·at~&~ d 

bled, the President announced that he had received an adJonrnmfr,ffil. 
motion from Mr. S. Srinivasa Iyangar raising the question of putting .,.":'! 
the Currency Bill till after the Railway Budget had been disposed of a ~·:0 
the general budget bad been pr&Bented. The Preaidont aaid that the dot the 
aion w .. announced only tho day before and it WBS prima facie in order, brood 
he would like to hear objection•. ' 

The Home Member submitted that tho chair ohould watch very joalousl> 
whether the business of the Hoaae should bo allowed to be disturbed voP< 81 

frequently. The Government had a right to determine its own baaineu ant\:! 
if it did not follow tbe wishes of tho Honse, it would prejudice its own 0888 f1 
with the Hmuie. He submitted that the matter waa not urjlent and waa • 
barred by rules sa it would be anticipating the debate on tbo Bill. 

Sir Puruahottemdaa said that the motion of adjournm!IDt had the 
etrongeat caoe over made out and was a matter of urgent puhlia impnr
tanoe, p•rtioularly as tho Railway Badjlet was eomlng in the tbird week of 
this month and the ratio womd make a <litrerence of a crore in expenditure. 

Sl) 
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The President said that the chair was unwilling to accept an adjourn• 
ment motion until a clear oase had boon made out. It did not lie in the 
mouth of the Government to say that the matter was not of urgent impor. 
tann& os he thought ita importanoe and urgenoy had been admitted by the 
Governmen' in ooneidering this question at the meeting of the Executive 
Committee. He accordingly held the motion in order (appla.use from oppoo 
eition benches) and fixed 4 p. m. for ita diaonssion. 

Amalgamation of Oriya Tracts. 
Mr. Nilakanta DAS then moved for the taking of immediate atepa for 

putting or publishing ll<lhemes of putting all Oriya·speaking tracts under 
one local administration. • 

Pandit Nilakantadas said that an amalgamated one administration weald 
be conducive to the interests of the people. He gave a short history of 
the agitation to bring the Oriya·speaking people nuder one administration 
and also bow Orissa· oe.me to be attaohed first to Bengal and then to Biber. 
He reoslled that under the Hindu Rfli and alec the Moghnl Rnle, the Oriyai 
identity wss reoogniaed, but it woa under the British Rnle that thoir 
Zamindars were sold away for paltry sums to the people in Calcutta who 
were absentae landlords. If Asaa.m with praotically the same popnlation 
and without a High Conrt and without a. University oould be constituted 
into a Province, why not tho Oriyas have an exclusive province I However, 
as long as tho Oriyoa were not brought under one administration, be would 
keep an open mind on the qnestion of the· province they should be part of, 
He would prefer to be part of Bengal rather than wssb tho fields of Bihar. 
But even)i Government in the !sst resort asked them to agree to all the 

110riyae being put nndor Bihar, they would 1100ept it, but with a hope in the 
:aii>ture of trying their lnok for an exclusive province for the Oriyss. 
~~~~ Mr, Gaya Prasad Singh wantad the issue to be clear and moved an 
.~mendment urging the amalgamation of the Ofiyas with the present Oriasa 
b;division of the Province of Biber and Oriua and quoted from Mesm. 
'J'hillip Duff's report in support of his proposaL Orissa wss backward and 

ld'\'lf~rsd from chronic starvation and would do well to remain with Bihar, 
~~y_tt 1f the Oriyas wanted to go out of Bihar, the Biharia would bid them 
. sf:<etlul but cordial farewell. 
1, Bli, Mr. Ranga Aiyar's amendment urging tho redistribution of the pro
'• Gaioes on a linguistic basis was ruled out by the Preaident as msteriaUy 
"'P~)!ening the scops of the original resolution. Mr. Ranga Aiyar quoted 
'! tJf· Lionel CUitis, the lore·rnnner of the Montford Reforms, that the aim 
:. J\OUld be the constitution of small provinces and all oonditions laid down ¥"vi Mr. Curtis were fnllilled by the Oriyas. They would not have a fedora! 

·.:rdia ~n w_hicb Sir Frederick Whyte wrote at the request of the Government 
e Pf Ind1a w1tbout a redistribution on linguistic basis. 
•• In winding up the debate, Sir Alexander Muddiman said: ·u it WtiB 

""nten_ded to group Oriya·speaking tracts into a separate province, then it 
r'!'equued_ far greatar enquiry and closer sorutiuy than bad been "" far made. 

He ~~ ID great symp•thy with Oriya-speaking tracte maintaining their own 
~'t:~ona and civilisation. With regard to the suggestion that Ganjam 
D~st:'ct should be transferred from Madras Province to Bihar and Orissa, 
th~s. mvolved referring the matter to the Bihar Council not as to the deair
abdio/ of the transfer, because it waa to be decided bJ the Government of 
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India, but of the financial and adminiatrative aspects of the queation, He 
admitted that the present arrangement& were not altogether aatiafaotory, 
Personally, he thought that if after financial inveati~ation, it waa found that 
the tracts oould be conveniently transferred to Bihar and Orissa, he would 
transfer them. Concluding, he oaid that the etllcienoy and eonvenionoo of 
administration would be the determining factor and if it was found that those 
two faotoro did not come in the way, the matter would be oympathatically 
oonsidered. He, therefore, asked the mover to withdraw the resolution 
which along with the amendment waa withdrawn. 

Adminis~ration of Santhal Perganas. 
Kumar Ganganand Sinha then moved withdrawal of Santhal Perganaa 

• Distriet in the Province of Bihar and Orissa from the operation of Section 
li2·A and '11 of the Government of Indi& Act of 1919 and the amendment of 
the Sohedule Diatriots Acts of I 874 •o as to omit from it Saotbal ParganBI 
occurring iu part 3 under the heed " Scheduled Districts, Bengal, of the first 
aehedule of the Act." 

Mr. Ramnarayan Singh moved au amendment auggeating the exclusion 
of the Districts of Samhalpur and Santha.l Pargan.. from the operation of 
Section 52·A !Uld 71 of the Government of India Act. He drew attention 
to the fact that either the Governor-General or the Governor of the province 
had very little or knew very little of what was going on in these Districts. 
It was the Collector who was really a ruler and gave examples of what tho 
speaker call ad petty tyranni01 of local administration. · 

Mr. B. Daa suggested an amendment to the above amendment urging 
the inclusion of the District of Anguland withdrawal of Section 71 of bhe 
Government 'of India Act. Messrs. Nilkantadoa, Gaya Prasd ·Singh and 
Sidh01war Sinha spok& in turn up till four o'clock in aupport of the motion. 

'·' l The Adjournment Motion on Currency BilL 

Mr. Srinivasa IYENGAR moved his adjournment motion at ' p. Dli • 
Mr. Iyengar found no reason why the Finance Member did not keef: 
to his promise. Last Augoet the Gevernment wanted to take the countr!- 1 
by sul'jlrise and rush the Bill, hut when the Assembly postponed it morii · 
currency experts than Sir Basil imagined sprang up. Sir Basil droppod tbr'O 
Bill as something hot. As the ratio would affect the expenditure if 
determining the snpplementry eatimates, the Government must CO"ffit 
forward with the Currency Bill at once. The main purpose of tho d~' 
seemed to him to force the Asaembly to accept the Finance Memb"'ter! 
ratio. He, however, submitted that the ratio ohould be datermined 1>et 
the permanent interests of the country and that Budget consideratio:!: 
obould not be brought in. 

Mr. JAYAKAR supportad the motion. He accused the Govornme1 
of tlagmnt breach of the promise of Aoguot loot. The Finance Membt .. 
bed told them that the members would have an opportunity of diBCUssir1ot 
the Bill in e. calm and cool manner and on ita merits. 10 

Sir Baeil Blackett:-Will the Hoo'blo Member actually quete n me "fo 
Mr. Jayakar eaid this proposition was put forward by Mr. Ransacbariar 

and practically endoraad by the Finance Member. A omall bird wbiopered 
into hia ear that Sir Basil wanted to follow the policy of divide and rule 
and pllloe the members on the borna of a dilemma b7 seetting up the 



provinces favourably treated in respeot of the remission of contribution 
against provinces not so treated. 

Sir B .. il BLACKETT was pleaoed that the motion passed through 
narrow meshes and was allowed by the chair as be was thereby enabled to 
dispel tbe prejudice. The Government were entitled to bring, in the 
interest of India, the exact bearing of the ratio on the budget figures. The 
policy ol remission of provincial contributions was laid down by the Honse 
and whatever the Government would do in this matter, it would not be 
influenced by what the House did to·day. He he&rd the charge of trickery 
and he asked what all this excitement -meant, whether it foretold that the 
House was being looked into expressing a final decision in blissful ignorance 
of some important oonaequenoes that the advocates of la. 4d. were so deaper
ately afraid of discussing , the ratio in the light of relevant faota and figures. 
(Official cheers). He admitted the need for early discussion hut there would 
be no aerions damage done in the interval to the country by justifying the 
adjournment motion, It was not challenged that the adoption of Is, 4d. 
would have disastrous consequences on the budget, (Voice : No. no}. 

Sir Purshothamdaa THAKURDAS said: Ever since the 25th ultimo 
when the Honse came to know that the Finance Member. wanted to take 
advantage of something in tha budget, tho Honse did not want that the 
artificial snpport to that ratio ohould be mads available to the Fioance 
Member. (Sir Basil Blackett and Official Mambera : " Why f') 

Sir Pnrehothamdae Thaknrdae : " Because the ratio is not to be for 
one budget bot for 50 budgets. (Applause). Are you prepared to guarantee 
that undar ls. 6d. there will be nn more deficits after you leave India or 
are yon an:odoua to balance the budget in your period of office irrespeative of 

Uhe delilg& that may follow when yon have left! What the country wants 
J,lll a correct ratio, (Applause). 1 aay the Finaace Member having wasted 

.. r ,6 million of gold raeonrcea of India, he (Finance Member) ie afraid of coming 
\ eb&fore the Aasembly without an extra present, however, short and tem· 

l (\>orary it my be." Was it not & fact that nevar in the history of the Indian 
, )legislature bad any other bill been allowad to intervene till the Honse had 
~ '~cnoaed and disposed of the Finance Bill I By putting tha bill on the 7th 
..naroh the Government waa atempeding the Assembly. l T~e Finance Member : " No •• Sir,~ . • 
to,ul;, S.r Pnrehothamdaa : What Ill the gond of saymg "No,". That ie 
l<tr.hat yon are doing. Sir Purshothamdaa further asked whether a oommer· 
dut~ budget like railways could be treatad properly when the ratio would 
OZ<\ake !' diJference of a orore and a half in the railway revenue and capital 

)Penditure. . 

/ Mr. :Jamnadaa MEHTA eaid that the Government was blowing hot 
t!,.nd cold_ 1n the ,:"'me brsath. 1~, Augnet !Bat Sir. ~sil wanted the Bill to 
moe oon01derad now and here • To-day he aa1d, there is no berm in 
~considering the Bill altar a month. " Thio waa an insult to the intelligence 
.j of the ABBembly, If you regard tbe Bill as a metter of permanent import-

ance, then you should allow na to discuBB it now. 
Sir Basil Biaokott -aaar. haat. 
Mr. Jamnadae Mehta : You my "hear, hear," but all the BBme yon 

are deaf, (Langhtar.) Yon want ua to aettle the ratio question iD the 
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light of the ligures of a single budget. This is an unnatural method of 
deciding the ratio problem. . 

Mr. Srinivasa IYENGAR, replying. said he wsa thoroughly unoonvinoed 
by the arguments of the Finance Member. Tho plea of budget figuroo 
was unreal for, irrespective of tho budget, the Government bed accepted 
le. 6d. and once the Government pronounced ita deoisioo it nover obanged 
it even if it knew it was wrong. (Laughter). The Home Memb<>r'a etato
ment promising consideration was ambiguous. 

Tho Homo Member: If tho Bon'blo Member suggests tbet when I made 
that statement 1 bed made up my mind, he is saying what is not true. 

Mr. Srinivaa lyenger acoepted the oontradiotion. Be challenged tho 
Government's right to determine the oourae of huaineaa altogether indopon· 
dently of the wishes of the Bonae. 

Sir Baall Blackett was glad to hear on tho anthori~ of the Congreos 
President that his Party would vote on the rotio on its merits and that tho 
press announcements that the Party had already decided to vote lor Ia. 4d. 
on politieal grounds was untrue. Tho Finance Member admitted that tho 
House must vote on the permanent ratio, but its elfect on the budget oould 
not be slurred over and a clear idea of its elleot on the next budget and 
anoceeding budgets oould not be had till the budget wa• presented. 

At ~-30 division was oalled and the motion was carried by 52 against 
45 votes amidst lond cheers from non-official benches. The Houae then 
adjourned. 

Next-day, the 9TH FEBRUARY, the Aaaembly devoted its sitting to vote 
1!3 anpplementacy demands for grants. Reforenoes were made during ths 
disonasion to the diffioul~ canaed by the ratio eontrovorey and there was 
an interesting debate on a token cut raising the question ol aviation. 

Domanda for Excess Grant. ·. · . 1 

Sir Basil Biaokett first moved the demand for the excen grant of ove; 
Ra. 14 lokhs under Posta and Telegraphs for the year 1924·2~. Be di<' 
not think it desirable to go into teohnioal detaila and explain to the Houu 
tho reaeon for bringing forward this demand. i'ho position waa lull~ 
examined by tho Public Accounts Committee. 

Altor a short diseuasion demanda for exceos grants for 1924·192! 
charged to revenue undor the heads Posts and Telegraphs, Survey .t 
India, Arohaeology, Education, Civil Veterin•cy Services, Census, J<~ss 
Stock Companies. Superannnation Allowances and Pension Refunds were ,. 
agreed to. The Congress members cried " No " on all theae demand 
bnt did not press their opposition to a division. ,! 

The Houao then proceeded to vote aupplomentacy demands for grants. • 

Aviation Expenditure. • 
About eight enpplementary grants were voted. When a supplomenta~ 

demand lor Ra. 9,96.000, in respect of aviation for the year ending 3ht Marol 
1927 was put, Pandit H. N. Kunzru moved ita reduction by Rs. 100 to elioiL 
certain information from tbo Government. Fintly, he asked whether civil 
aviation in India was to be developed through private enterpriae or by tho 
Government "" waa being dono in the oaae of rsil way a, telephonos and 
telegrapbe ; aeoondly, whether the Government proposed to put a clause in 
~he agreement which the;r would come to with a privet& oompao;r whiob 
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would carry on civil aviation that after a certain period it would be taken 
over by the Government; and thirdly, whether the Government would accept 
tbe principle of giving employment to India_ns in air ser':ice. T~ese matters 
were not c1ear in the memorandum whiCh was supphed to hJm. He was 
anxious to see that thi! demaud which involved a question of policy .should 
be thoroughly discussed by tho Assembly. He, therefore, suggested that 
this demand should be brought up along with the budget, 

Sir Purshottamdas Tbakurdas as a member of the Standing Finance 
Committee that recommended the matter being put before the Assembly 
urged the vostponement of the debate on this demand, firstly, because the 
issues involve-d were very serious, and secondly, some members were not 
in possession of the ml"momndum and they must weigh all f11cts fully because 
expenditure would in future very likely go up to Rs. 25 l<l Rs. 30 lakhs. 

Mr. Chetti ••ked whether discussion could be conducted without the 
House being supplied with a II!(mor:mdum. 

The President said this was not a point of order. The remedy lay in 
the membersJ hanO.s by postponing discussiop. 

Sir B. N. Mitra assured he had not ths slightest objection tn adjourn· 
ment and could, if the House wished, reply to the poiuts raised by Pt. 
Kunzru. 'Ihe discussion wns, thereupon, adjourned mmnimously and the 
House agreed to all the remaining demands for grants. Only in respect of 
stationary, Mr. Jamnadas wanted to criticise the Calcutta Printing branch 
for not supplying books but the President ruled it out ol order. The House 
then adjourned. 

Administration of S.nthal Perganas. 
·, On the lOTH FF.BRUARY, the House reoesembling, discussion was 

resumed on Kumar Ganganand Sinha's resolution urging the withdrawal of 
- Sa.ntbal Parganas Districts in Bihar and Orissa from the operation of seC'" 

tiona ll2(a) and 71 ol the Government of India Act 1919. 
Sir Alexander ~luddiman said that under section 62(a) eub·section 2 of 

the Government of India Act, powers of the Legislature were Jimited with 
regard to putting into effect any law. Ho wanted a ruling from the Chair 
whether tbe Assembly could dis.uss the amendment of M1·. B. Dass which 
wanted exclusion from the operation of Section 52 of the Act and not 71 
·:~ereof. 
•., The President ruled that the Assembly could discuss the amendment 
~iich was perfectly in order. 

The Home Member referred to Santbal Parganns and paid a handsome 
'ribute to the services of Augustus Cleveland who at the age of 29 turned 
.1e dangerous border into a district with peace and prosperity sa was 
.esoribed on his memorial. Cleveland w"" one who, without bloodshed or 
?n:or of aut~ority, employed only means of conciliation and conquered the 

.'ntire pop~l~~lOn of Santhal Parganas and brought them to appreciate the 
arts of elVlhsed Me. Alter the death of Cleveland, the administration 

/there was conducted much on the lines laid down by him. What struck one 
...- most waa how greatly the administration in this part depended on p&rtioular 

officers atatiotled there. 
• • The Home Member, continuing, said that the Santhals have very strong 
1n~1geno~s system of vil!age organisation and headmen were still powerful. 
High middle class Hindus were only lfi per cent of the population, the rest 
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being low class Hioduo. While Santhala were quite happy, it seemed to 
him that this resolution h81 been. brought up in the interest of emiili'Bnta 
who would or could not get lands In these Pargan.. ao they did in other 
administered districts. Sir Alexander Muddiman •dded that tho fact 
wa• historically proved that whenever U wao attempted to intrndnco 
ordinary law, there was unrest among Santbale. It wM oo in 1855 and in 
1871 and there would be unrest agsin to-morrow if they affected the landlord 
of the Parganas to the detriment of original inhabitants. 

Mr. Srinivoaa Iyengar, aupporting the motion, exprasoed his ourpriao 
that even alter three quarters of a century of British rule, the peoplo wora 
bold iu Arcadian oimplioity. II it was a backward tract, then it was 
monstron• to suggest after the lapse of oo many decades that people ehould 
continue to remain what they were. To ima!rine that by bringing any area 
under the regulation) disturbances would nriae was a very s!ld commentary 
on the system of l!ritiah rule. Did the British Government w&nt to keop 
these riobly endowed tracts deliberately as backward tracts, in order to 
show that India. wao a land of different levels! " Egregious failure" would 
be writ large on the forehead ol the existing system by imperial posterity. 

Dr. Moonji, supporting the motion, explained the defeats in criminal 
law and asked whether these laws contributed to the gond nl the people and 
what harm there would he if they w•re changed on the lines of the law 
in the rast of India. Much had 'been said of the administration by good 
offioert. If the whole of India had 'been governed by good officers like, for 
instance, Sir Alexander Muddiman who WBB a very good man (loud laughter), 
there would perhaps have been no need lor tho Assembly and Counoi!a. 
The people ~f Bengal have 'been so mnoh acouotomed to terroriem that they 
would not in the least mind terroritm for Santhaleae il thera was introduced 
I u their administration. 

Sir Purushottamdas Tha1mrdas oaid the days of securing peaceful, 
permanent domination of British rule were past and the ideal of offioars 
of Government should be to prn~re•s towards making soU-respected and 
contended oitizene. The Horue Member's speech was a o~nfession of failure 
of the British Government. He would a•k whether the policy of keeping 
out Indians from S&nthalo was the same policy that wos being adopted 
against Europeans. He told Mr. Shamnarayan Singh that he would rather 
not develop coal mines thon deprive the S&ntbalose of the chance or progress 
lor that reason. It wss the cloar duty ol the House to vote for the re· 
solution. 

Mr. Donovan wes cheered as he rose to intervene. He oaid that 
personal experience of the Parg~nas. was on the official b~nobes. He.for one 
knew the people in the western d1str1cts of Bengal Pres•den~y dunng ~be 
)81t twelve years. They were & bard-working, oturdy race d01ng hanestmg 
for zamindars and l&ndlords in Bengal distr;ots but the Santbaleee bad never 
been &ble to hold themoelvee against these people. The mover of the 
resolution, it appeared1 wanted reform in admini!trntion ~ot ao ~uch for 
the Ssnthalese- but for another race of pleaders; for. who ~1d not dtacera the 
anguish in his mind and in his face when Mr. Ganganaud& Smba deplored the 
paucity of pleadere I 

Mr. Gangananda Sinha: What I said w~s. tba~ i~ waa because ol tho 
defects in the Ia \VII that the people were not obtammg JUStice, 
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Mr. Donovan : What is the good of having pleaders or ~ngaging plea· 
dero when the average annual produce per_ head wno nine maunds I . 

Mr. Rangaswami Iyengar: What 1s the good of the Anglo·lnd•an 
Nawabl • • 

Mr. Amarnath Dntt : Save him from the spleen bomg ruptured. 
Mr. Rangaswami : What good is justice to the poor man I 
Mr. DonoYan : Only the man who could engage a pleader could get 

justiCe aa against a man who could not. 
Mr. Rangaawami: Hardly a compliment to yon, gontl?men. 
Mr. Donovan: In my view there ahould be more spemallaws. 
Mr. Rangaswami: Martial Law and no damned nonsense,. . 
Mr. Donovan: The people in Santhal Parganas are gmleless mnocents 

onder the mercies of money-lenders. The only way you can help the 
Santhalese is by Co-operotive Credit Society movement. The mover will 
have an opportunity to show his practical sympathy lor Santhal•se on the 
?th March when the Corrency Bill comes up. 

Dewan Cbamanlnl IBid as he heard Mr. Donovan, he felt tempted to 
collect all handkerchiefs on Swnrkiist benches and rnn to wash the tears 
flowing on his che•k• from the feolinl! for tbe Santhalese. (Laughter). A 
pleader could enter the Parganas even now to argue cases of value of over 
Rs. J.ooo. 

Mr. Donovan : · How many of the Santhalese posseas Rs. 1,000 ! 
Mr. Chamanlal : If they don't, it is because of your damnable 

system of administration. As for the system of olavery which you 
complain exists there. what have you been doing aU these yea.ra of paternal 
Government I Mr. Chamanlal next quoted a case where the Magistrate 
remarked that the son who inherited father's property should also he 
pnniohed for the offence committed by the father. 

Lala Lajpat Rai did not mind Mr. Donovan's speech, but was surprised 
to hear ar~tUments from a seasoned atatesman like tho Home Member, If 
the British system of administration conld not be extended to Santhala, then 
the British could clear out of the Parganas bag and baggage and leave those 
people to their own system of Government. 

The Lala asked why one policy was applied to Indians taking lands in 
Parganas while tracts were cleared for plantation and other purposes when the 
European wauted them, and the native of the land was turned out l (Hear, 
hear.) II the Home Member believed in bio arguments, why did he not 
extend to the frontier Council Government 1 People of the frontier were 
also backward, brave, simple and dreaded money-lenders, hut in thio case 
it was imperial purp!ll!e that was to be served. Indeed, the official benches, 
arguments appeared to him nonsensical. If the Santbalese had not the right 
of occupancy, then the remedy was change of law in Bengal but not keeping 
the Santhalese backward. The arguments used were those that appealed to 
all despots. 

Mr. J!ll!hi said thst he was neither a lawyer nor a money-lender. 
Thorofare his desire for the Santbalese being given civilised form ·of Govern· 
ment wa-s nnt influenced by a.ny professional considerations. It was said 
that the Santhalese were kept under special regulations because the majority 
of them were uneducated, that it was intended to keep them sway from 
the elutehes of money-lenders, that outsiders wonld dispossess them of their 
land and that they were addicted to the use of liquor. He asked whether 
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the Gov~rnmont bad taken any stops to remedy any of theoe otate of all•in. 
Why d1d not the Government eduo•to them, bring epeaiallawa to eradicate 

·tho drink evil or pass laws to save the peoplo from money-lendora and stop 
enoroaohments on their land t What waos the good of uaing these argument. 
wh&n the object was suppression t Under the present oiroumstanoes, it waa 
only fair that th& Santhalese be given the ordinary form of Gov&rnment. 

Mr. ANEY pleaded for tho inclusion of Ssmbalpur under civilised lawa. 
He could not find any justification for the exolu•ion of this district when 
Mandla which stood on a par with Sambalpur w ... included in the C. P. 

Kumar Gangenand SINHA. replying to the debate, quoted from the 
speech of the Hindu Minister, Bihar and Orissa Government. who 
said that the pecnliarity of the position lay in that the law applied not to 
men but to land. The unanimous feeling in Bihar oould be judged from 
the fact that the entire non·official elemont of the Bihar Council including 
the ministers solidly had voted for the proposition he had advocated. 

The House thou divided and by ~0 to 40 votes passed tbe resolution u 
amended by Mr. B. Das for bringing about the withdrawal of speciallawe from 
Chota Nagpur Division, Districts of Angul, S>mbalpur and S>nt.I Parganaa. 

Enquiry into Indian Banking. 
Mr. S. N. HAJI next moved lor a oommiBBion consiating of a majority of 

Indian memben witb an Indian chairman to examine the position of Banking 
institntiona, facilities and conditions in India and make recommendation& lor 
their improvement and expansion with particular reforenoa to pro-viaion in 
adequste appropriate form of capital or fioanoe necessary lor the devolopmont 
of industries and agriculture in Indio. Mr. Haji, at the outsot, explained 
that his resolution was more or !eBB in identical terms with that pa .. ed by tho 
Indian Industrial and Commercial Congress in Christmas l...t at Calcntto. 
Hia idea was not to rostrict the scope of the Commission to industrial and 
commoroial spheres only. He was prepared to includo co·operative b•nk u 
woll. Want -of communication betweer1 oa.pitlll and industries of the country 
bad been so remarkablo that it was drawn attention to ot almo.t e•ery 
Industrial Conference. Resolutions moved by Sir B. N. Mitra in 1919 in 
the Imperial . Council nod Prof. Kale in 1923 in the Council of St>te were 
practioally agreed to by the Government. bnt no committee was appointed. 
The matter WllS, however, raised by the External Capital Committe• whieh 
bnd now strongly plended for an aiHndia survey into the banking oonditiono 
after ascertaining the opinions of the local Government and publicists. These 
opinions having been reoeived and published a lew days ago, now wa!l tba 
time for ioetitnting au inquiry. II further proof waa needed lor thia onquiry, 
there was the report of Hilton Young CommiBBion which bad said that 
recommendation regarding Reserve Bonk would be fruitful and tho euper
atructnre of the scheme l .. ting only if thare was propor foundation laid lor 
banking throughout India. But what w>s tho position I India could bo .. t 
of only 315 banks, while Anstralia bad 2,000, Canada 4,000, Japan 6.000 
and United Kingdom 9,000 and the United States 35,000. The number of 
exchange banks in India bnd inereat~ed duriog tbe hst ten years from 
ll to 18 dealing no':? with 1l crores of rupees while joint stock oom!"'nies 
handled deposits of only ~2 croreo. Moreover, there was hardly ~ny tndu .. 
trial hank worth the name. The indigenous bankers bed been 1gnored by 
the Government and the indigenous banker was tho on• banking asset in this 

39 
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country to quote the language .>I the External Capital Committee. Some 
aoheme'shonld be devised to oo-ordinat& the aoti.-ities of indigenous b&nkers. 

Conclnding, Mr. Haji reiterated the language of th~ resolu~ion for. a 
Commiuion ooneisting of an Indian majority with an Indta.n cbauma.n In 
order that the out-look of the commission might be national, although the 
Government could appoint experts from England or any other oountry to 
help them.· 

Mr. V. K. A. IYENGAR. an official of tbe Finance department, who 
was the Joint Seoret&ry to the Currency Commission, quoted from the opinion 
of an expert witness before the Committee, that a Central bank was the 
best meana of establishing a money market and without it a money market 
could not be properly developed. This was his reply to those who wanted 
bankiag facilities to precede the Reserve Bank. The Ameriean crisis ofl908 
in thia respect waa an eye-opener. When he was gazing from the corridors 
of the train at the lovely fields of Fraooe, the President of the Commiesion, 
on being asked what he waa thinking of, replied that if India would have 
what his Commission was giving them, thoir lahoura would be a better land 
to Jive in. The Reserve Bank Bill introduced recently was the fight of 
the CommiBOion. This bank would get into touoh with banking and co
ordinate polioy in regard to control. The Government of India were· also 
collecting atatistiOB of variona indigenona banks in India. The Imperial 
Bank had had to ba given inducement to continue banking leoilities. It 
would ·like to know where it stood in relation to the Resorve Bank and the 
Indian tarpeyer. The Government had already taken the bast course in the 
fntoreat of India by moving lor the establishment of the Reserve Bank which 
would help to develop Indian banking faoilities. The resolution of the 
mover was thuo, to borrow Sir Purahotbamdaa' s phrase, suggesting a most 
unnatural course. 

Mr. Vidyasagar PANDYA wanted not a packed commission like tba 
Hilton Young Commission which bad to be boycotted by Southern India
a commission which was concerned more with how Europe would be benefitted, 
He wanted firat of all that the Government should oh&nge its heart in the 
matter of appointing commissions heoause invariably those have baen very 
nuaatiefaotory. Concluding Mr. Pandya bitterly eomplained against the 
Madras Government in giving reply to the request of 'the Indian Bank for 
baing included among the list of approved banks for investment of funds by 
looal hodios. 

Sir Bsail BLACKETT admitted the importance of the 81lbject of banking, 
but there was already the_ Agrie~lturol Commisoion oovering a portion of t)le 
ground of survey. It was lmpomble for the Government to create banking 
habit in the people but it waa growing and if the bobit could grow further 
the.n. :be Government could hope ~ some extent in improving banking 
facdlti.ea : ~t the Government of lnd10 during the last few years hod not 
baen 1dle m the matter. They had given an immense fillip hy war loans to 
inoreaae the habit of investment and after the war there bed boen loans 
raised whi~h wore su_bs?ri~ by the people, all for produetive purposes 
suoh as radwaya and trngat1on. Moreover, the Government had inoreaaed 
the populnrity of Poatal Savings banks and cash oortifieatea with the 
result that there had been a quiet inor"'""' in ban king habit among the 
people. The reserve bank would oomj>lete th~ 9h~n of !)Onneotion betwee11 
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·local bankers and the apex bank. If anything cnuld be done in the way 
of giving additional liquidity to the resources of these bankers and in· 
creasing through them the habit of depositing, then very considerable advaooe 
might be made. 

On the question of banking education the proposal lor an Indian 
institute of bankera which had been before the country for two years was 

· .very nearly an accomplished !set. The British Institute of Bankers had 
been giving advice and nssistttnce in the matter. The Government were 
following the recommendation of the External Capital Committee in the 
matter of changes in the Negotiable Instruments Act. He agreed with the 
mover that there mll8t be an enquiry hnt the question ..,... whether it ohould 
be by experts or by a small expert committee· or by non·experta. It waa 
too early at this moment to appoint an enquiry oommittee lor the Agricul· 
tural Commission was already engeged in the investigation of facilities for 
agrieultnral bankin~t and suoh like mattera. It ..,... hopsd that the Reserve 
Bank would, through Co-operative Banks, nae ita in6uonoe lor advancing 
agriculturists. 

Sir Basil Blackett, concluding, d.fined the Government's position by 
remarking that when the Reserve Bank bad been brought into exiatenoe aud 
the Linlithgow report was available, the Government would establiah a 
searching enquiry into the banking facilities of India and the best means of 
improving them. He rather doubted whether the House would like to 
commit itself to tho demand for a Royal Commission at this partiouler 
moment. 

Sir Pnrahotbamdas THAKURDAS eongretnlated Mr. bongar on hia 
maiden speech but remarked that if Sir Buil charged Mr. Pandya of adver
tising his Indian Bank. Mr. Iyengar had given a little publicity to what wllB 
near to the heart of the Finance Member (Laughter). Mr. Iyengar had 
innocently misquoted the Governor's strong evidence about the development 
of money market. The reference was for creating a bill market lor the 
Reserve Bank. He wished the Government hod done eomething to bring 
India into line with other countries. Tho present banking faoilitieo did not 
touch the fringe of the meases of India who were aerved by great banking 
oommunitiee of Marwaris of Rojputana, Shikaria of Sind nod Cbettieo of 
South India. He regretted Dr. Hyder's wish to sea these indigenooo bankoro 
diminish. Rather would the speaker advoeate that indigenous banking ba 
recognised and healthy check provided over it by giving these bankera 
facilities so that they charged 7 per oent. The Finance Momher need not 
wait for either tho report of the Linlithgow Commission or the Reaorve Bank 
Scheme to initiate enquiry lor tbia purpoaa. 

Further disoueaion was then adjourned and the Hoi!Se rose. 

The Steel Pr.oteetion Bill. 
On the 14TH FEBRUARY Sir Charles INNES formally moved the eon· 

aideratiou of the Steel llin aa amended by tho Select Committee, Ho had 
kept his promise of letting the Seleot Committee diSCWI8 the whole Bill in ita 
broadest aspect. 

The Commerce Member repeated the IIBSUmnoe on the l!oor of the 
House which he had given to Mr. Jinnah in the Select Committee regarding 
the points mentioned in Mr. Jinnah'a minute attached to the report regarding 
W8BODI and be&'fJ raiJI, 
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Mr. Jamnadas MEHTA moved rMommittal of the Bill to !' Select Com• 
mittee. He said that the majority report of the SeiMt Comm1ttee was really 
8 minority report, (Voice' Question) because the speaker w~ held up_ at 
the Railway Standing Finance Committee. The Select Comm1~tee h>;d fat!~ 
to take notice of the emphstic opinion of· thia house agamat. 1mper1al 
preference. It was true that there waa imperial preference all T?und. Occu· 
pante of tho honcbes opposite would not ho there but for thts P,"eference 
(laughter} and India was being used as a tool to enslave all ~ountr1es of the 
world. This preference was without the coneeut of the. leg~slature. They 
eould not willingly ho a party to this prelet·once. The. ~anff Board:• p~po~al, 
he mainto.ined, was not a sound eoonomio pro{)ostttoo nor dtd 1t giV& 
adequate protection to the industry. The recommendation, moreov.er, 
according to his readiog of the report, waa based on most speoulat1ve 
plans and would lor the first lour yeara be a precarious one. The Tata 
Company would not ho a peying proposition. Thio policy of just keeping 
above water was against tbe policy of generous handling which would bring 
about internal competition. 

Mr. Jamnadas Mehta's third and oonelnsive objection was that the Tariff 
Board had gone outside its scope in suggesting duty on continental steal 

-which two·thirds of India used and which Tataa did not at all compete with. 
Thus without the Tatas benefitting by a tnpee users of continental steel "·ould 
pay .forty lakhs of extra eost merely to benefit- British steel. The Bill wae, 
therefore, snspioious enough to be sent back to the Select Committee. He 
advocated the adoption of a aoheme of bssio duty and bounty which 
would equally be effective but cheaper and less burdensome. They 
would under his proposal save the eonsomer 40 lakbs of rupees by paying 
25 lakhs in respect of bounties. Tbia principle of supplementary bountias 
was proposed delibsrately by the Tariff Board tbemselveo. Foreign import 
of steel was seven lakhs of tons a year, the Tats's produce hoing live 
lakbs of tons a year, The Government would get 65 lakhs extra-revenue 
from imported steel out of wbieb 24 lakba bountieo oould he peid easily. 
On the other hand, merely to benefit British steel al!d raise additional 
revenue, the Government would impose 40 lakba burden on the oonsumer 
and ,&lao pocket 65 lakhs return from the proposed duty. Why increase 
by 10~ lakhs the Government revenue when production to the Tataa 
oould ho more eheaply given by the ayotem of bounty. He read tele
grams and resolutions from some parts of the country and from inde
pendent sources contesting the Tariff Board's contention against the 
reliability of continental steel and affirming that exclusion of continental steel 
would adversely affect the eonsumer and petty trade and partionlarly referred 
to the opinion of Mr. Dogrej that eontinental steel was reliable and cheaper, 

Mr. Shanmnkham CHETTI acknowledged the help of the Commerce 
Member in supplying material facta and figures. He said the policy hitherto 
puraned bad been justified by results. No lese than 200 lakha had been 
pai~ in the form of bounty alone. Time had eome to take a eomprohensive 
reVIew of the situation. He maintained thst all the six alternatives dis
cussed by !he Tari!l ~nard a .. urtd adequate protection and the difference 
lay only m the lDOidenoe of borden proposed by various whemes. If the 
:&ard'a scheme wee not Imperial preference, why did the Board gn out of 
Its !"l' to rebnt it. His knowledge of feeling expressed at the Empire 
l:'arbamentary Conference in Auetralia convinced him that the fiscal polioy 
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o~ neither Australia. nor any other domini~n was based on Empire. Tho 
difference between h1s scheme and the Government'• was that while tho 
former would protect Indian steel against aU for•ign competitors. the lattor 
gave protection a lao to Britioh steel against continental steel, It was no 
us~ trying to tel~ the HoW!e ~t Imperial preference waa not proposod 
as It bad been deliberately provided that under no oiroumatancea for tho 
!'ext seven yeara wos duty on British st<>el to be greater than tho duty 
Imposed on continental steel. Supposing the position reversed and the con
tinental stool became costly, then this would leave no alternative to cover 
that development. This was definitely Britiah preference policy. Mr. Cnetti 
finally declared that thongh he bed held that the policy of weighted avernge 
proposed by the minority was tho beat, Mr. Jamnodna Mehta had made 
out a splendid casa for reconeideration by tho Select Committoe. He had 
no doubt that tho oteel induatry would develop into a great national 88Set. 

Mr. Arthur MOORE aupportod the motion for recommittal of tho 
Bill to a Steel Committoe. He regarded the Tatas as an inourenoe 
against war and must be protected. It wa.• oignificant tbot in South 
Africa the Steel Bill was in charge of the Dafence Minister. Tbey 
wanted to protect but also wantod to know the cost of protection. He 
was surprised that every time the Taritf Board reported it recommended a 
now ocbeme. In 1924, they proposed a oystem of woigbted average and in 
1921} a bounty oobeme. The apeeker favoured keeping on to the bounty 
scheme or going back to 1924 oyatem of weighted average. He was surprised 
that the Taritf Board should have argued that conoide,...tions of publio safety 
required the exclusion of soft steel~ This was the busineea of engineera and 
custom ere and not of the Tarili Board or of the Government. Such argu· 
ment" should not be uaed in a scientific exemination ol the aubjeot. If tho 
Tarilf Board consisting of Indian peraonnel had recommended imperial 
preference, be would have welcomed it : but they were told that it was a 
qneotion of cold economics. Had any coneideration been paid to tho 
growing stability of the mark and the franc and other continental currenoieo i 
When the customa authority impoaed duty on the b.sis of the country of 
origin, it was preference, not protection. (Hear; hear). "W s cannot 
surreptitioualy do this. I am convinced that India and Great Britain, 
at any rate India and LanCBShire, oan ultimately come to an agreement against 
unfair foreign competition. For the oako of this puny and equivcoal proposal, 
lef ua not interfere with tbot proopect. I would aek the Government to be 
mindful of the future and think of the imle before us to-day in that ligbt." 

Mr. G. D. BIRLA congratulated Sir Charleo Inneo in being able to 
capture tho leader of the Independent Party in tbia matter. England alao 
manufactured non-otandard steel and yet that product, beoaW!e it was British, 
WBS recommended for a lower duty. On continental non·standard ateel. 
the nonsumer was compelled to pay a Jarger price. Thus, even on economic 
grounds, the BiU was very unsatiafaotory. Semi-finished continental artioleo 
bed already to be used by Britishera and Sir Charles Innes, in a note 
supplied to the Select Committee, had ~itted the dsnger ~ tb~t roj..,. 
tiona had found an outlet in preferential merkota of the U mtod KIDgdom. · 
By meking India one of snob markets, they would make Britishe111 dump. 

Sir Charles INNES was applauded by official benchea sa he ro•• to 
reply. Ho aaid that the ioeno really waa whether the BiU ahonld bo •ont hack 
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to a Select Committee. Mr. Chetti' a minute was temperate, but that of 
Jilr. Jamnadas' uuberant. The reason wee that t~e latter wa~ not present 
at the Committee's m•eting. Both Mr. Chett1 and Mr. B_;rla were not 
enthnaiastio about Mr. Jamnadas's proposal. When Mr. ~hot;tts ame:'dment 
oame before the House, they could discuss it on menta m the hght of 
criterion laid down by the House that a scheme of protection should be 
'consistent with the well-being of India. Touching Mr. Jamnadas's argu
ments, the Commoree Member admitted that the Board'• aoheme wee specu
lative; but it bad to be so in view of the faot that it bad to tske a l:ong 
eeven yead view of the oituation so that fresh capital may be attract.? mto 
the indostry. The Tarilf Board was a highly espert body and the estimates 
produoad by its eight month•' enquiry were the best that could be had and 
Mr. Jamoadss, even though he calls them speculative, had used them. Aa 
for the precarious position of the Tates, the Board had made a greater 
examination than Mr. Jamnad,... 

Proceeding, Sir Charles Innes explained that when bounty was given 
to the Tates for· two years, it was to save that company. It was given to 
only one company now. However, they were trying to work out not for 
two years, but for seven years and therefore iJOunti08 would be an unknown 
liability w bile the source of income t<> pay for bounty would certainly go ou 
drying . up. Secondly, there would be definite discouragement to fresh 
capital coming into the industry onder the scheme of bounties. Then again 
Mr. Jamnadas proposed excessive protection of five rupees per ton while, 
under the Taritl' Board's scheme, the Tates could vary their production 
aoootding to the requirements of the market. 

Concluding, Sir Charles Innes put it to the Bouse whether it wee not 
impossible for fourteen to fifteen amateurs now to sit down and try to work 
out details ofthe bounty scheme. They would have to refer the matter back 
to the Tarill Board who would raise numerous objections and if the Govern· 
ment proceeded with Mr. Jamoadas's scheme it would have no expert autho
rity behind it. Then again, the state of business was eongested and there 
would be confusion if they were found on the Slat March to be without 
legislation to follow that already on the Statute Book. " We have as the 
B?"!e is aware done our best to make etl'eotive tbe policy of protection of 
thiS mduetry. I would urge the HoUBe to be most careful to voting for a 
proposal which gravely imperils the future of the industry." 

Further discUSBion was then adjournad till Wednesday the 16th Febroary. 

Indian Registration Act Amendment. 
Next-day, the !liTH FEBRUARY, the Bonae met to transact non• 

official_buainees. After questions Mr. C. Duraiswami Iyengar moved that 
the Btl! further to amend the Indian Registration Aot; 1908 be referred 
to a Select Committse with inetroctiooa to report on or before the let 
March 1927. 

Mr. Dunnett pointed out certain legal and administrative difficulties 
which _will ~· ~~ the principle of the Bill was accepted. 
~ Han Stagh Gour movad the circulation of the Bill to elicit opinion 

to whtch the Hooae agreed. 

Ind'an Sueoeesion Act Amendment. 
Maulvi Mahomed Yakub next moved that the Indian Succession Act 

Amendment Bill be referred to a Select Committee. Tho object of the 
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Bill ia .to provjde whether certificate oan he applied for or granted in reapaof! 
portion of a debt. It is intended to give effect to the Calcutta High Court' a 
view. 

Sir Alexander Muddiman, in moving for oiroahtion of the Bilf to elici' 
opinion, said this was not an urge-nt matter. Thera wera con Rioting decisions 
.,. bioh must he given further time for consideration by the public. 

Mr. Yaquh agreed to the circulation which was agreed by the Home. 

Societies Ragiatretiou Act. 
Mr. Kelkar moved for the aeoond reeding of the Bill amending the Sooie

ties Registration Aot with s. view to include politics.! bodies and s.saooiationa. 
Mr. Kelkar paid a compliment to the usefulness of the Act and instanoed 

ito ua.rrow operation by pointing out that the Servants of India Society was 
refused registration not in one but in two provinces. If Mr. Gokhale hod 
started a sooiety of domestic servanto and training for governoases, the society 
would have been odmieeible for re~istrstion, bnt because Gokhale wanted the 
oooiety to train a future governor (laughter) it could not be registered. 

Dr. Gonr, while agreeing with the object of the Bill, found some technical 
ftaw oaused by the ambiguity of the expression " public utility " and moved 
for a Seleot Committee, 

The Home Member Msured he was vary anxious for dissemination of 
politiael education and desired to help the societies to do that. The 
object of the BiD, however, he thought, WIIS to help missionary badiao 
like the Servants of India . and others to have a oorporata existence to hold 
property and have other advantages of incorporation. This, he thought, 
eould be secured even now nuder the Indian Companies Aot 1913. Bed thio 
been tried ! he aaked. 

Pandit Birdaynath Kunzru aaid they had not registered the Sel'VIlnta of 
India Soeiety under the Companies Acli, but it wao registered under the 
Charitable Societies Act. The Home Member agreed to the principle of the 
Bill. Mr. Kelkar expreeeed his in11obility to dispel Dr. Gour's dense ignorsnoe. 

· No self·respeoting political body would get itself registerod under the Com
panies Aot. 

The Homo Member, replying, said that he waa surprised that any slur 
ahould be held to attach to registration under the Companies Aot;. The 
European Aeeooiation and the Religious Catholic Aeeooiation of South India 
were, for instance, registered under the Companies Aot and they ware 
respectable bodies. Mr. Kelkar's speech had only confirmed his view 
that instead of looking to the antiquated Societies Registration Act, 
the better alternative Will! to register under the Companiea Aot. He wonld 
not, however, oppose the Bill but if he ws.s told by legal advisers that the 
provisions of the Bill were unnecesaary he would take np a different attitude 
in the revising chamber. 

Dr. Gour'a motion for a Select Committee was defeated and the motion 
for second reading wss agreed to. When clause 2 was put to vote, Mr. 
Srinivass Iyengar expressed his opinion that political associations and 
aooietiea could not be registered under the Companies Act, that they 
would prefer a compendious provi&ion of the Societie& Act to the elaborate 
machinerY of tbe Companies Act. A limited company must have a share 
capital which these a&SOCiations could not be expected to have. Moreover, 
thoro would hi! comfliO&tiOIJ in their having to submit 11000unts and &,.vins 
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them supervised. Perionally, the speaker was opposed to any politioal 
association bejng registered under the preeent system of Government but 
thoee who wanted to be registered should be permitted by law. 

Mr. Kelkar's Bill was then passed without amendment. This ~s the 
first non-official Bill to be passed by the third Auembly and that Without 
dissent. 

Land Aequieition Act Amendment. 
Mr. Kelkar alae moved for the circulation of the Bill amending Land 

Aequieition Act 1894. It WSB intended, he _said, to minimise iniqui~. ~nd 
consequent discontent whioh mn.rked the operation of the Land Aeqms1t1on 
Aot. He wanted the A&Sembly merely to bleBB the meaeure so that opiniona 
of int.,..sted persons and publio bodies might be asoorteined. 

The motion for oiroulation was oarried. 

Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
Sir Hari Sin~h Gour moved the consideration of his bill to amend 

and repeal the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908. He recalled the 
history ol the caee. I& WDB Mr. Patel now in the chair who first nn• 
ancceufnlly moved the old Imperial ConnoiJ·and was followed by Mr. Sastri 
in the Counoil ol State in 1921. Sir William Vincent, then in accepting the 
motion, stated that by that Government prestige would enh&noe and not go 

· down. Tbia, Sir William added, was the effective reply to the oritics that 
, the Reforms were sham. He hoped that the present Home Member 
· would reoiprocate those feelings, The Represeive Laws Committee's 

report waa then aooepted by the Government en bloo but effect wae 
not given to them fuUy. Both Mr. Patel and the mover brought forward 
motions repealing the Bille which, though PSBsed by this House, were re
jected by the U ppor Chamber but they were not daunted and he had oome 
to the new Assembly to make it express ita view on the subject. Any local 
Government could declare any association unlawful and there was no judicial 
check and a person who was a member of that association would bo simply 
handcuffed and sontenced, " What country, I ask, subordinates ita judiciary 
t<> the Executive in the manner it is d"ne by part 2 of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act of l908t" His bill was a diluted measure, It did not 
propoeed tote! repeal acd met ail reBSOnable objections of tho Govornment. 
It gave the ri~ht of appeal to persona convicted under this special law. It did 
not modify the executive powers relating to non-Britiah subjects and merely 
extended protection ol the Habeas Corpus Act to British subjects. 

After a few members had spoken the House adjourned. 

The Steel Protection BilL 
Nes.t-day. the 16TH FEBRUARY) after interpeUatlont, the sdioumed debate on 

tbe Steel Blll was runmed. Mr. JtNNAH who spoke first referred to Mr Birl&'s 
n>marke on Monday and 1a!d he would not tako notice of them. The queetfon befOre them 
was if r~aJly1 &R alltoged by Mr. Ja.mnadaa M:f!,bta and Sbanmuk.bam Cbett.l the Bit! 
was iml>erlal preference§ If it was and if it was against the interests of India. the speaker 
~oold. be tbe first to uppose it.; bvt it was not imperial preferen~. To bia mind, 
lmpen&l r~~fereo~e was imp?Bition of_ unfairly .lower dutiee on Britiab steel 80 a& to 
nduce Bnt•ah prtees in lnd1a. Here it was not.bing of the kind. Mr. Jinuah tben 
nad the report of the Joint Committee of ParHament on the Government of Judi& lUH 
and the conditione laid down for the fi&cal policy of India bj' that body which had 
!lllld lhat up llehemo ol Imperial pre!ereuoe 011$hl to bo adopted whioh ha& u~ beblud It 
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the eanotlon ol the leglalature. Thlo, tho opeekor tboaoht, ought ta he modo clearer 
by the Government. Coot.inn1Dgt Itt. Jinueb. referred tO Hr. llebta'l criticism that the 
meaure wu speoalatlva in tta tendener and r-emarked tha\ ner.r bJpotbedcal pro• 
poalttou waa an.ob. Wu not Hr. Jamuadaa Mehta's amendment aa.&rgeating bonntiet &D. 
eqaaUy apeouiative propollltiOD r The truth W'U tba.t th8J' are 81Dba1'raued .. U; tmacbd 
of Briti&h imperial pMferenoe. He would prove that the so..caUed preference &o Bridtlt 
eteel waa in the inter-eats of tbe Indian ooaaumu.. Britiah eteel waa uo• &fttl&ble 
in India at Bs. 120 a ton as again•t Bs. 111, the price of coatlneutal ateet. Tbe 
latter was due to fi:o.ctaation• in exchange and severe damping In India. That wu 
unfair. It they did not Impose additional da.~J' on Britiah ateel it waa uoli tor fa~ 
iDg Briti&h manofaetun~ but intended to save India,. If they lmpoeed hs'fler dat1el 
oo. British steel, British ateol prices in India would be &Old at higher l)rlcea whfeb 
_tbe Indian eonenmer bact to p&y. That woold mean Be. 4:8 lakbL M.oreov.er, the 
Tataa themselves who wanted protection only to ateel at 12 would farther r&iH their pfiol 
to the detriment of India, hat aa soon ae coatltental dilladvalllageodieappeorecl additl~ 
duUes on continental manufactures would be Wlthdrawo. If this i1 the intereet or 
1udfa., said Mr. Jinuah1 are you going to oppose tt merely beoaUB8 thil fl-preferenoe for 
the Britiab f 

Pandlt Hot!lal : Yes. It Ia the tbln ead of the wedge. 
Mr. Jionab: I will have even the thin end of the wedge if It Is in my iuterelt. 

If it ia to oppoae even when in the economic interftt of lndi&1 thm I atand he!e &lou. 
to aupport the ecbeme aud you go into the other lobby. 

Contfouiug1 Mr. Jinnah said his 1lret point was tbat 90 per cent of t.be oonttnental 
steel that eame into Iorlfa wae noD·Itandard and he quoted figures to proTO lt. Tbu 
on the principle of different qualities they woold be jutifled in impoatDI' diflereuti&l 
datie& Secondly, would they not fmpo&e dut1 if it wu the case of domping aDd 
unfair competition f Tbe figmee showed that continental 1teel wbich wu damping 
had doubled within the Wt four yea.ra. Contln'liing1 Mr. Jinnab taid the bcDtJ' 
BIObeme wu condemned beoauae with the growth ot lndutby fmporta would deoreue 
and with it protective re\"8Jlue would decnase while boantiet woatd inctaMt.- (At lhtl 
otoge Mr •• T!nnab wao reminded by the Ohair that ho had alreadJiakon"" hoar and 
a half and at thia rate if dozen other memben apoke there wu DO chanoe of the 
Steel Bill heiag passed by tbe Slat March,) Hr. Jlnnah explalned the peoallor pool. 
tlon In wh!ab be wao, for he had to defend the pooltiou taken by him ogollllt a 
majority of nou-oftloial opiDton expreaeed against the TarUf Board'• proponl~ A grea' 
deal ol miaapprebonelon an the oabjeot bed to he removed, He agreed that Sir Obarlee 
Iunea should make it c!rar that there waa no question of imoerial preference at all aud 
that tha dlftereneea between tha two seale& were due to dlfterenoee in qaalit7 aud a 
desire to ecure minimum protection with the minimum bo.t'df.'D. 011- the Cil!18Umer. EYer)' 
protection must bring additional 1'89enue aud it moat go into the Government pocket& 
Where etae would Jt. go 1 He did not want t.o impute motives but Mr. BirJa'a objeotfo111 
showed to the epeakn that tbe cry wu for t.be middleman'• proftt which woal4 be 
ctronmscrtbed under the T&rl1f Board'• ~mbeme. Bf'committal would prodooe no result •• 
the GO'lernroent could never act without refel'rlng the matter back to the Tarlfl Board 
if any other scheme waa to be adopted. Iu any caw, the HoU&fl was to decide and tnatead 
of waating t-ime let them d~oide between the three sobemo before them becauae eftD it 
the Select Committee made Mr. Cbettt aome with a majorlt7t Sir Obulea Inaee would oome 
up with bis amendmentl. 

Pandit Motilal NEHRU sa.fd that be woold confine his remark• to that part of Hr. 
Jlnnah's11peech wbicb related to the qatatfon of imperial preff"fftee. He •id: «If tt it 

' true that the scheme of the bill 1nvol'f1'8 the principle of Imperia] preferenee or of the 
principle of conceding preference to Britain. then 1 may aay here and at onoe- tb&t 
whatever the developments of the blll, wbateveT the boon to the Tatae, I hue abloiDleiJ' 
110 sympathy witb the bill. So long u Britain ill favoured a(lafnat any other country of' 
the worJd, I 117 It is pref~rence. Now It il onJy a aueetton of Brttafu being entitled 
to better terms ou account of supply of better goods, bot what would happen when 1he 
aen.ds out cheaper goods r By thia proeeea the woald e:rclude othn oountrta~ from Tnrtiaa 
markets. 18 not thfa the thin end of the wed~e r• He had no faith fn the Govemment 
etatement that the btU did not amount to imperial preference.. Be wu •• • rule a 
great disbelt~ver of aa&urancea from official lmlcbea~ He agreed tbat addltlnual dotlel 
were impo8ed with a view to proteet the Tatas, but tbe bill also imposed a dtscrlmlnattnc 
duty on. contineutat goods in tbe interest. of Great Brltaln alnae. B-e instanced tbe cue1 
of Hadru and Rangoon where the Tat&&' gooda bad not reaobed and w011ld not reeck 
lor a long time to come wbe:e andor lhio bill Brlllah PJCI• oiODI were to blllellt. fhere· 
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foro !lie bnt woald opnate at lent In ..,.. great porto of India u protection to Brlt!ab 
10oJ1 aud would baTe" nothing to do with the protection of ~be Tataa. If once the 
principle of imperial prefaenae or of puference to Britain waa reoctguised, it would be 
lm,.,..,ble to ,... rid ollt. Be, therefore, auggatod that the bill he recommitted to the 
Select Committee for consideration. 

Sir B. N. MITRA ..,.pbatlcally declared that tho Honae waa not being ukod 
to vote on imperial preferenM. They had auftla!ent data before them to come to 
a dP.ftnlte dtcieton, Hla reply to Pandit MoUlal Nehru waa that t~ Tatas would have, 
JfMosJ aectse to the partl where now they did not compete with contmental &teel· Sir 
ChariPI JunH bad not uttered a threat t but ha,ing a apteial interest in the iD.dultry1 
the Commerce Member bM apobn tho )angaage of a plaint. The speaker- had Vi&ited 
.J~m•hl'dpor and bad not found laboarera BO well looked after in any other industrial 
eentri'S a« at Jamllohedpar. He warned the Boase againat any action which would break 
np thlo happy eolooy. . 

'Hr JOSHI .. ld 'Hr. Jlonah had tbondered for loog. There waa in It moro aoood 
ed rur). than a-rJOm@Uta antt tbe duat raised bad clouded the i1aue. Be oppoaed the Bill 
u he d!d not want the Go1'ernment of India to have any financial benefit out of the 
tcbeme or prott>etinn. He urged the nationaJfsatJon of the industry or faUtng that 
payment of a bonntr from inCll'aaMJ. income.-tas ; but the House wat not democratic enough 
to ton~rtafu them. Be would ]rat of aU have preferred a sobeme of combination of 
dutf•s and ~nntttoe.. Labour at Jamsbedpnr was ¥ot as happy as Sir B. N. Mitra had 
painted it. Houafng conrlitiona were ltill backwa.trl. He was for recommittal. 

Mr. M. R.. JAYAKAR eonftfUI"d that the Bm waa not imperial preference in 
tbo tP.DM that the nme qoanty of Brlti•b steel aa the continental was preferred; bot 
tMrft wf"NN two or tbtffl element& whfah gav~ away llr~ Jinnah'a caee. For feltance, the 
Ta:rHt Roard bM takPn ft fnr j!rantf"d that British ateel priee1 were unalterabJe1 while 
aontfn-ntal nrfCPI wne alwaya alterable. By what prool"ll of aiitfng of evidence, thil 
eonola,lttD was arrf'fltd at be eonld not aay~ Then there wae oh•ap mild steel whfah was 
nnt taopHNI by tbP. TatRa and 1tU1 enn that commodity wu subjected to thta lmpoaition. 
ln nthfll' wnrda, t:b,.y Mid t:o the consumer :-•· If yon want continental Btefll you &hall 
flaY" htebP1'prlee." Contlnufn,, llr.Jayakar a .. erred that thtsdJctum was nol only pmaU1• 
fllR tbeludlAn eon•umf'l', but was alto 1trangllng many an Infant industry depending for 
lta mw material on the eontinMlt.. Proceeding, Mr. Jayakar refened to Mr. Perin'a 
fnt.o?.U.• to a Bombay p&nf!l' where he made no secret of the fact that tbislUU was 
nothlllff tbon of Imperial preferen~ Mr. P~>rinJ uid Hr. Jayabr, waa a g-reat engineer 
of' undoabt.ed· ability and experience and his ezpert view oov.ld not be rebutted even by 
the onnoeitfnn ~ncbt>~. 

P~dinll, Mr. JayAkllT uid that he con1d andentand the people asking for 
Jm'Pf'r!al prPfen>nce in Empire lntnest ; bnt then It was a Catle of u Heads you wiD 
all~! tRi1t we 1081'." Thfl Emflire borrl~ns were ehowd on lndf&'l hf'6d, bnt privileges were 
dPnfM. 1t wu for TePp~tfol Mf'mbl"rt of the Empire to put forward this plea and not 
TOT' lndfa. Mr. Jayab,. oonolorJM with a reference to the namerons telegram& and 
f.-pr~.-utatfnns from •fr .. etfod mProbanta and coneomera to the Commerce Deparmeot of 
th,. Oo..-mm,.nt of fnrUa prot..at.fng ag&IDBt tbi1 unfair preferen.oe ahown to Britilh goode 
to tbe detriment of I-ndian coneomere. 

Motion For Recommittal Lost. 
.. !t wao now 4 o'clook and the House accepted closure of the debate and 

dmdmg on Mr. J•mnadaa Mehta's motion to recommit the Bill to a Seloot 
Committee rejected tho motion by 61 votes against ~0 amidst official applause. 

Bill Taken ipto Consideration. 
The I_Jonse then took the Bill aa reported by th~ Select Committee into 

aonafdentton. · 

lrfr. Rhanmull:ham OHRTTI now moUd his amendment and replied very briefly to the 
taliP.~t l)Miltl bylrt-r, Jtnnah. He safd tbe taheme propounded lu tho minority report was a 
modi I'd •yatPm of protection and whatever disadvantage there wat in it, it- was more than 
:J:~~ .. hala:oed by the lower quality of coaUuentaJ eteel. Tbey mast arrange their 
alaori"' tu~ a W&J aa not to penallae the conaumer of continental ateel. Under the 

.. , • eme coDJamers of coo..tfuentat lttsl would be auder • dittinct advantage. Tbo 



THE RAILWAY BUDGET 
Government Bill was s~king to. give pro~tion not to Indian ateel but to Brltilh manu .. 
faotured 'BteeJ. 

. Sir Charlet INNES, in replying on behalf of the Gonmment, nid be wu not ukint: 
the House to accept a general scheme of imperial prerernee nOT anytb10g whlab W'&l 

against the eeonomte intt'rnt of India; bot be was only asldng the Houae to accept t.be 
:recommendation of the Tartl! Board, wbieb the Go-terntnent wu convinced wu In the 
beat interests of India. He u.w tbe force of the argoment that tbfa would he di~eriminate 
protection; but there would be no aeriooa difficulty in making discriminati011. Tbie would 
give Indian steel adequate protec:tion and help the economic well-befog of Inrli&. Proceed
ing, Bi-r Oharlea Innes said the A.u.embl1 would unneoesaa.rlly hamper the development of 
lnduatries if they nnneceasarily raised the value of •tandard eteel. lnd1a dtd not infringe 
in any way the moat favoured nations treatment it abe showed preference to Brititb ateel 
but continental steel was non-standard atetl and waa not t~afe to be uaed on bridges. So. 
ez.cepting the fact that the Government tch-eme made diftf!tentfatfon as ugarda the origin 
of produce, there was no other objection. He pointed out that by lowering the dut7 on 
British eteel, they woa.ld not bring one single ton of Briti&b atetol more than at prtHD.t. 
On tbe other hand, tbt'y would be iudireotly encouraging continental ateel to come tn at 
a lower rate. The Governmf"nt &Cbl!!me was more favourable to encoora,nog tbe T&t&l' 
industry and more favourable to the consumer than the eob~me propoeed by Mr. Ohettf. 

Further dlacaaaion was adioumed till Flida7 tbe 18th Febroa11. 

The Railway Budget-18th February 1927. 
On this day Sir Charles Inneo presented the third Railway bud11et under 

the soheme of separation of Railway budget. This wao also hie laat bud~efl. 
He had the ear of the House for half ao bour as he summed up his tale ending 
with a feeling of sober optimism that estimates for the next :vear may not 
be again belied b:y oircomstancea beyond hum&n control and that the coorae 
of events may be more even. He waa applauded by all aides when he 
reonmed his oaat. 

The following is the ~poech of Sir Charles Innes, the Railway Momber, in 
introducing the Railway Budget of the Government of India for 1927·28 :-, 

I rise to present tbe Railway Budget for 1927~28 and I confeBI that I do eo wltb. 
a certain RllSe of embarrassment. For, alter havJng marla one farewell speech on t~ 
Ban way Bud~t, it is awkward to have to make another. I can only pll!!&d that m1 
pudicament is not one of my own eeeking. and for that reuon I feel that 1 can claim 
the sympatb:f of the Hoo .... 

2, As uaoal, the Budg.et which I am pnsenttng fa not merely a df'partmental 
compilation. In preparing It we have bad the assistance of the Standing Finance Com• 
mittee for Railways, we were handicapped this y~r by the fact that the Standfng 
Finance Committee for Rallways naturally went out of e:r.1stenoe when the last AssembJ7 
waa df880hed, and that this Hoose waa not able to eleot a new one anut January 26th 
latt, Thaa, we were not able to spnad the uamination or the figurea over a period of 
several week& as was the ea.&e la.t y~r. But when the Commfttee wu conaUtuted1 Mr. 
Parsonslo8t no time in placing the Budget btfore it, and I unclt>ratand tbat at cootfder· 
able aacrifice of peraonal convenien-ce and b7 dJnt of much hard work. for which we owe 
them grateflll thanks. the Committee Wa& able to make a ver7 thorough e:mmination of 
the Budget. In the BodgH papers which will Bbortly b~ efrcolated, Hoo~ Member• wJU 
find some obangea which I hope t-hey will appreciate. In tbe first plact, we have pre
pared the etatement of railway l'eV8DU8 and expenditure In fooiaeap in.tead of octaw 
form. We have made this change because in the Badgl!!t di!!b&tes of latL year thne waa 
aome complaint that the figures could not be etadfed without an undue atrain on the 
eyes. Secondly 1 a feature of the. Bad get papers this yeaT l& the provltfl)ll of maps and 
diagram!\, We have appmdP.d to the explaoatoJy memorandum a Railway map of India 
wh1eh wiU enable the Hon. Member& to see at a glance what ne.w llnee we propoee to 
construot. and what new noes we propose! to survey. Then in the pink booke will be 
found a sketch map of each RaUway 17Btem 1howing tnctl:r how we are dneloping and 
how we hope to dnelop tbe ayttem. ID addition, one book eoatalna a diagram 
which gives full information u to the gnage o[ each extenaton, it. lengt.h and COlt aDd 
the P"'S""' we bopo to make Ia oaoh or tho nm 11oa"' ODl objeo\ ol ....., ta to 
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oaltle Ron.. Hem ben teac:filJ to. graap what oui programme fa for the extension and 
dnelopment of the In•ilau Ral)way Q'eteiD !'nd to see whether we have made provision 
for particular n~w linea fn which they may be Jntereated., 

As tbil ANembly f1 a new Atsembly tome Hon. Members may not be a ware of the 
ottoe we h&vo establillbed in tba lattt two yea~ It is the custom now for- Bon. ~emC when they give notioe ot motions for reduction•, ta add a few words to ind1cate 

the :W:Ilftl of the aobieet they wlah to bring up for discussion. This proc~ore is of 

1rut auiatanoe to tbe Hoose geueral17 and to Goternment Members in partionlar, and 
1 abould be -..ry gralel111 il It could be repeated th!o year, 

a. Fall aplanationa of the figures in the Badget are given in the Budget Memo· 
mndam m t.he es:planatioos attached to each of the demands for grants aud In the pink 
books fo-r iodividna• nilwa)'l. Following my usual cust.om, therefore, I propose to 
eoufine myaelf to· a brief review of the more important figure&, and to eome account of 
the more important activities of the BaihTAJ Board and the Bail way AdmiDistratiooa. 

Financial ReiUlta ol 1926·26, 
·'· I need not spend time over the actuafa of 1925·26. It wu a good year for Rau. 

,.11 though not as pod u 1924·26. In mJ Bodget epeecb Jut year, I told the Bouse 
that we expected to bave a ne~ 1iDrpJua (that is, t.he gain from commercial Unes minoa 
tbe Joea on ltlategfc linea) of 8771akbs1 and that we expteted tbat we Bhould transfer 
sa:~ latba to Geoeral Re"enuea and 846 lakha to Railway ReserveL ActualiJ, we did a 
little beUer thaD we antJoipated. I will not go into the figures in detan, for they aTe 
given ill Administration Report for 1926·26. Bot in the .reault we·transferred 649lakha 
to General BeveDaee aDd ow Reserves benefitted to the extent of 879 lakhs. Tbe return 
on Budget Unea in 192fi.26 wu &•.Sl per cent., and if tbi& figure ia not quite eo good aa 
in the ezcrptionally prosperous Jear of 1924-26, when the return wae aa higb as i'85 
per oent.1 it il better than any of the other post· war yeare and better tban It was iD 
1918·11. 

Reviled Estimate for 1926·27. 
6. I am IOlrJ lo •11hat I 08JU!Ot give u favourable an account of the probable 

fizwlaial renlta of the ou.nent 7car. We budgeted on comme.rciallinee for groes receipts 
amoantlng to 102•68 crorea and grou e::s:pen:diture1 including interest charges, of 92·13 
motea. That 11, we counted on a gain from commerci&lli~ of J0•45 crone and deduct.· 
log IIJl anticipated lott on IUategio linea of l?i Jakhe, on a net autplos of Rs. S'il Jakbs. 
On the baalt of thee figtli'Ut we e::s:peated not merelf to be able to pay 0111' net contrt. 
but!on of 601 la\:ha to General Revenues bot alro to transfer 270 lakha to oor own 
Betenea. But we now know that our budget figurea are not likely to be realised. We 
now eetimate that our gro11 receipt& will be 98'31 crorea or 4 aud oue-foorth crorea leu 
than our blldget eatlmate, and that oul' total chargee wlll be 90o06 erom, or 167 Jakbs 
leu tbn our eatima.te aud that the gatn from commerCial Jtnea will be 77& takbe instead 
of J6-!& OfON8,. The Joea on &tategfc Uue1 fs now pot at 181 lakbs instead of 1'14Jakhs, 
and· the ftnalresuJt is that we now e::s:pect a net 111lplue of 634Iakbs Instead of 811 lakba. 
Tbe net eontl'ibat.ion payable under the Convention to Genetal Revenues is, aa 1 have 
nid1 601 Jakbs. We espeet, therefore, to have to draw on our Reaenes to the uteut of 
'I Ju:bs to enable us to pa;r duea to Genual Revenue.. As CJauae 4 of the Co nvention 
abowt, that Ia the primary pnrpoae for wh!oh tba Beaer ... W.t. 1 

6. Tbeae figores are disappointing, but I confeea that I take a pbUoaopbcal view 
of tbeJL It eeems at fint light a lefioue matter that we should have to cut 4 and OD&o 
fourth crorea oft oar budget eeUmate of grosa reeeipta1 but railway earnings depend 80 
luply 011 factors outalde railway, or rather 1 &boold aay human coutrol that we can 
nt'ftl' be nre ibat our budgtt eatimatea ol grosa reeetpta will not be f&laifted by tbo 
eoarae of the le8IOD ud the etate of trade. .and this is w!lat hae happened m the 
current :ear~ Up to the end of JaJy, in 1pite of reductions in pauenger farea and coal 
f~Jabtt, we were ahead of the earnings of Jast yfAr. Tbe monsoon ~emed promteing and 
we had hopes of a really goodyear. Tbe prospect. took a tarn for the wone and 1 now 
we upeot oa.r eaminga from goods t-raffic to be woree tban. our uti mate b; 2 and half 
crortl and oar eamlnp from puaenger traftio to be woree by nearly 1 and half Cl'Oretl. 
Two RaUwa18J the Eatteru l!eDgal and ABfam Ben1al Ballwayat have done better thaa 
we e:apeoted. The ezplanation 11 tbat tbey eerve areas whieh ban been favoured by aa 
acepLionallr abundant jate crop ud a good tea crop. For the rut, the faUura of gr011 
earnlnp to acme to our ezpeetationa is eommon to aU BaUwaye. As u1ua~ we haft 
~=Ia m;:b from llooda, They af!<cted the Rengai-Nagpnrllailway the Great Indian 

. . llwa7 Olld lba BombaJ BaiOdund C...tral lndia lla!lwa7, but lbq wore· 



particularly diaastrons in Burma. The main Uue of the BtmDa. Railway~ wu 10 badly 
breaobed tbat communications could not be restored for aneral weeKi with the resu1t 
that eaminge on thta RaUway ·are half a crore below oar estimate. Again, _the aeaeoo 
prmoed unfa't'ourable for the cotton crop. The fi.aal estimate for the year 11 nearly a 
million balea below last y~:r'a figuTe, and in addition the crop was abnt:lrm1ll1Jlate. 
Our .earnings from raw cotton were leas by60 lal.:ba in the firet 8 months of tbia :rear 
than in the corresponding peri<ld of laat y.,ar. Oott-On is now movin~ freely to BOtnbay, 
but tbe effect of the bad start fs clearly 8ee11 in the 1ignmt o! tht~ two Bomba.y RaUwaya, 
while the earnings ot the NOTth Western Bail way have \teen atmilarl7 aftected by a 
comparative failure of the crop in the Poojab. Between 1st Septomber ao.d tbe 29t.h 
January 19ll7, only 861000 tona of cotton were exported fTDtD Karacht oom.pa.red wtth 
61,000 tona last year. I have thought it worth wbUe to take tbla one tnetanee ot cotton 
by way of U1ostratiOD but the drop in our gro151 eamtnga ttpeelaUy in ltOOds traffic re. 
ftecta iust the fact that trade baa not been as good ae we expected. Slacknen of trade 
too bae no doubt aifected passenger earnings, bot it is possible that we we~re a bit: too 
optimistic in our estimate of the e~f'ct of the rerluctions of f&l'f'S brought into foro& l& t 
year. We t!Xpect.ed the immediate effect to be dt·trimental to our NTDiaga. and for that 
na10n pitched our estimate of gross receipt& 2 orores lower than otherwise we woa!d have 
doae. But now we have to rednee ouT estimate by a farther 187 Jakbs._ It is not that · 
there baa been 110 increaee of paarenger trnffio, but it has fallen short of- our eat.imate and 
iD iipite of the fncrea~e in mftic we e:&(lfilt to earn 57 Jakhs len from pusen~ra tbia 
;rear than we did in 1926-!6.. It fs too early to BBSeFa tbe rif.ect of the J'f'daet.lone we 
gave l&lt year in long distance coal freigbta.. Owing to the coal atrike in England, the 
oircomatances of the year have been qufte abnonnal In tbe mat-ter of onal. At any ratfo, 
wo have canted more eoal and t do not think that we have loat mon~ by the reduetfon. 

7. The drop in MrDinga iB partially eounterbahmced by eonaiderab!e redoetiona fn. 
our WOTking expenses.. On commercial lines oar revised estimate of working apeoaea H 
1 and three-fonTth crorea below the budget estimate. · On thlf amoont, nearly 1 and b&lf 
crcres fa fD the cost of operation. Oar coal bill In particular should be about half crore 
leas than our eet-imate, part-17 of cootie because of coat at wbicb we cau now buy, but 
alto u the remit of 1fgoroua me~U~ores taken by tbe Ratlway Board to secure gnat 
economy. The &tBtiBtfCI given 1n Volume n of the Administration Beport for l~Z6·26 
&how bow eotm:~mptlou has decnased re1atively to the work done and bear teatimODJ" 
to the ~ffeetiveneas of the meaaores taken by the Hallway Board. · • • 

8. I have aid that 1 take a philosophic view of tba disparity between our reYiBed 
and budget estimate. I go fodber. I think that tbe reaaltl of tbe current year Ulutrate 
the at.rengtb of tbe poaitton Bailwaye are now io.. We have had a comparatively poor 
:rear marked by esoeption&l flood!~, partfal crop failure amounting to scarcity In parta of 
tbe country and alaekneu of trade evideneM by the fact that up to the end ot Deoember 
last oar total forehrn tTade wae n~arly fiO crone len: than iD 1926--26 and 60 orotea lea 
than in 1924::-26. Nevertbeleea, we hope to earn this yea.t' a net .return of •·77 per cent 
on tbe capital at chaYge enabling u11 to pay ocr iu~mt charges and to pay all bat 1 
lakht of our contribution to General: Revenues.. · It haa also to be remembered tbat the 
contribution payable this y~ar Is based on an esoeptioaal prospllfOU& year' aud amouuta 
(leaving strategic railways out of aceoont) to ~ big nm of 760 Jakha. In m7 view 
having ugard t-0 tbe fueritable fluctuation in BaUway rtcefpte from. one year to another 
tltete remltl go far to juatify the wiidom of the polfoy to which we are working. 

Budget Estimate for 1927·!8. 
9. For the year 1927·28• we have adopted a more cautfottl eatimate than Jut year. 

We are budgeting for -gr088 receipt• from commercial Unet amoantfng to 100•40 crores 
and for a total npenditnre of 91•4-7 crores. If onr upectatioaa are re:alfaed. the pia 
from commercial line~ witl amount to 8•9!1 crorea and the ~~et gafu, after dedttetiug tho 
lou on strategic line&, will be 7•1 0 oro~ Oat of this anm, we ebaU have to pay &48 
lakbs to General Bl!ftnoea that being tha net contribution payable ou the teanlt• ol1925· 
1&, and we hope to atrengtben oar reservea by 163 Iakbs.. 

10.. I do not propose to oommeot on these estlmatel at. length. Tbe main f~ture 
of them Js that we pat our groes t:raftlo recelptl on commercia! linea at 99.24- orore. or 
2 crorta more than the revised extfmate of the current ;yea;r, and that we npect to earn 
these teeeipta at a working COlt of oul7 8 lakhl or so in exce. ot tbe workiag e:sp:~ntet 
of thlopar. 

On tho whole 1 ·obould d•l<lribe tbeoe .. tlmateo ao framed fn a op!rlt ol 10bor 
optlmilm1-in the hope that we ahall ou the wbole be free from the milfortuoe~ wbioh 
lo&ft- 1111bll ;r.r, IDd !bat trldtiiDd traJIIo will pun .. • m.,.. ...,. 0011f10JIDd 



also In the hope that our OODlinoed efforts wm result Jn furth~r ec:onomiea In our eharge~. 
For e:amplr the Bouu will notiett that thoagh we aboufd ordtnanJy hne to- Upt'Ot an 
Increase of 'about 16 lakha In the eoet of admint~tl'ation OD aeconnt ot inoumt!'ote to 
l&larlea we are actually badgetiog for • ftduotlou of 10 Jakb1 in th~ coat. Thia fe becaun 
we bope tbat Agent& will be ab~e by tmpi'Ovll!ments in their admtniatraUve machinery, to 
cut down the uiatiag acale of their ezpenditnre by perhaps. a qua~er of a orore.. We 
cannot of conne be cer.tain that we shaU be ablt!i to ~t tbJB reduotton In full Df>Xt year, 
part of wbicb muat be oeouried in iu.veettgatfng tbe extJting methods and proeedure and 
eedug how they can be improved. Bnt at lL'S&t we- shall do our beat to do i'O. Wo have 
also been able to place our oon.traots for coal at ohf'aper rates in the current year, and to 
lhia and farthu economies in eoowmptlon, we look forward to a reduction of 881akh8 in 
our coal bill. 

Capital Erpenditure. 
11. The Houee wm remember that the approved progra"l'me for capital upetuhture 

m the current year authorised a total capital expenditure of 34:•68 crores. Tbie waa the 
atimate given bJ the railway admtnietration of the amov.nt which they hoped to &pend 
dming the oo.rrent year on approved works. I explaiaM !88t year our pnnotp1PI with 
ngard to fb:lng the capital budret. We do nut wish to J'f'Btrict the ezf!ontion of eanct.lou
ed works nor to hamper in any way th& Ag~nt&' etforte to oarr1 to completion &Reb work& 
as rapidly aa pouible, and we &ccontingly autborlaerf tbem to tpend up to the full· amount 
they tboagbt they conid spend during tbe year. We knew, howtver. from pa11t. experience 
that their actual upe.nd:itn.re would be vPry mach lown, and we a'!lked tbe Auembly to 
provide a aum of oa1y 22 crorestD addltlon to tbe t; erores required f.rom the purchase of 
the Delbi.Umballa.-KaJka Railway. Tbe actual expenditure during the current y~ar il 
now expected to be 27 Ofona more than was provided for, and we sl.taU place a wpple
meatary demand before thfs Bouse in dae coune for the additional fundt r£qaired to the 
laat few yean, as indeed the Hou&e has noted on 1lWie. than one occa11on in the Budget 
debate&t there have ~ considerable JapWi in the amonnt. provided for capital e.zpendj. 
ta.re, and tbil il the fillt year in which actual espenditure is likely to approximate cloae1y 
to our estimate. We mast, I think congratulate thft RnUway Board on tbe sueeeaa of 
ita efforts to attain gr~ater ac~racy in ettiZP&tea and to expW.ile the e-xecntfon o1 aane
tioued works~ One of the method& adopted desenet a paeeing mentum, for It npresentt 
a new nd Important departure. We are uow bf's;inning to make use of private cootrao
tora fol" important railway worke. A number of important raHway bridges are now being 
boUt for us by firms of contractors, tbe lat-est example being tbe rebuilding of the bridge 
over the Netbudda ou tbe Great Indian Penin•nla Ball way main line whiob., was washed 
away_l~lt ~nmmer. ADotber important work which baa~ entru!t~d to contractors ia 
the ehmmatton of the Bbore Gbat ltfoaentng alation on the Gll.'at Indian fen1oaola Rail
way, and 'We hope that we may tbortlr be able to devise a syattm which wUl allow us to 
hand over to contracting firma tbe entire constroetion of some new linea. Of the total 
expenditure of 27 erorn, just o-ver 4 erores upre~nts the purebase prlee of the Delhi
Umballa.Ka.lka Railway. Twenty-ene Jakhs roughly ie the expenrtiture iueurr-t:d in taking. 
up new iBSDt'B of share capital of certain brancb line companies in which Go'Yernment 
are ~nancially iuteree~d fn order to npJace Joan capital bJ share capital. Tbia method 
fa dt.~ remunerative to as in that ft adds to our ebare of surplus profits or reduces 
oa.r lJability to pay Tebates. As ugarda the balance, the ex:penditurs on new lines is 
espected to be 6•4-'T ororee, and on. open linea 16-82 croua. Tbe former figure represents 
a lapse of Oldy 9 Jakh& OD the bodge:t estimate. Progress on some proje:eta baa unfor
umately been tetarded by a variety of caasea sucb as late receipt of imported material 
and unexpected delays In the ac_quiaitfon of laudt t;ut · on otbua it bas ·been pouible to 
accelerate tbe tate of .P::r:pendlture., The principal soBerer baa bet-n tbe Balpor·Panatt
puram line where we now ez.peet to &pend leas than a fiftJ of the 126 Jakba provided for 
the CantDt l'e&r • On open linftl, expenditure hu proceeded at: a. more upid pa.ee than 
we e:s:~1 when the Budget was framed and ODr Jatut anticipation H tbat tbe budget 
estimate W1 be Ucetoded by a Jittle over a crore. i"bla however is partly coanter-baJaneed 
bJ . a redoctiou of 60 Jakba In our eetim.ate of apenditure from the Depreciation Food 
which Ia a ooa.nterpart of tbe programme of open line works. 

tton Ub :u~~ihe year 1U27~28 the total amount of funds uked for by railway adminiatra· 
• crorea. As osaal we propoee to autbcri~ them to spend up to the foll 

amount ~ey bave iuolud.eci in their Htimate, but we are atking the A.uembly onl7 to vote 
:::,:U~oa= •:r a whn~e,. which we believe la at prHeDt about the limit of the admi• 

r- 1 tpelld•na. Of tbltlolal of 16orom, we PIOfOH 1o diltnbute 7'61 
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a!otratloua' e&paa!tr af tpend!ng. 0! tb!o total af 26 c..,.., we pro- lo dlalribllle 7•61 
crorea to new linea (&a agal.nat nearly 15 erores asked for by Ageutl) and to open Uae 
works the balance of 11•98 croree aa againat roagbly 2 and three.-fonrth crores demanded. 

18. The~ full det&Ua of open liu works are, aa unal, ginn in the bndget memo-
randum and in the variou• piuk boob dYliug with the eatlmatee of new taiiWAyt and I 
think it unneceasary for me at prnent to deal with any of the detaUa of tb.ee eetlma~ 
I need only tay that of the total amount of 2ol"17 croree, which It ia pr.opoted to diat:ribnte 
among Agent& as desired by themt 19··U orores are tor improving open Una fao11itfe&. 
Sa.ma amounting rougbly to 3 crorea each are provided for improvement of tracE, for 
temodeUing of etatloo yards and for the electrifi.aation of lines aud atati-ona. The provlaion 
for doubltog and qnadrapJing traeke,. strengthening of bridges, workshops and atot'el aud 
1tation buildings, and atafl quarter• amounts to about 8 oro~ I would apeoially 8!11• 
pbaaiae tho large abuc that electrification of linea and stations baa of the total expenditure. 
Tbe total proviaiou made ia over 8 one-half crores. Tbe Great Indian Penlnnla RaHway 
aloue accounts for nearly 2 orores of this. The projects tncladed the electritlcatlon of 
the ma-in line from Bombay to [gatpnri and Poona (CO&t.ing altoge&:her 15 one-half orom) 
for whiob a crore is provided in the following ynr, •nd the cnnstroatioa of the power 
house •t Xalyan ooueiating altogether 97 one-half lakbs, for which fO lakhale plOYided in 
1921-28. In thil connection, [ think that It would in~reat the Boolift if I gin them 
certain figures which 1 have extracted from a recent report on the Harbour Rranoh 
Bailway of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway ay.tem. Thf! &POtion bttween VlctoTta 
Terminus and Kurla, a distance of 9 one-half miles. wa.e eleetrltlf'd wt:tb eifeot from 6th 
February 1926a On 2rd Febraary 1926 the el~otrificatiou or the M:ah1m Chord. an addltfoa 
of I one-balf milet~1 was completed and the whole of tbe Harbour Branch Railway wa1 
operated by eleclrio ae"ice. A oomparisnJi lretwet>U the stAUstloa of JllDUaT')' 1926 with 
those ot October 1926 shows that the train mil(l8 baVP. tncl'f'AaM four tim~ that pallf'n~r 
tratBo has rloubled and that earnloga have trebJm. I may also Nll attention to the 
provision of about 2 one~fourth croru made for amenittes apecially intended for lower 
clan paaaeng"ra as teparate from nob general improvements aa remod.alliog and eleotrf• 
ficatto.n of atatfona and yard& and improved tl'&fn se"fcu from which alio tbey de:rlva 
beDedt in common with ot-heu. Tbe apeo1al amf'D.ttles !nolnde arranRf!mentl for water• 
auppty, the increased provliion ot waiUog-roome and balls and refresbmt~nt rooms and 
the improvement of booking facHitiel and unitary arrangemeute, but the main item on 
whtob expenditude Ia to be incarred is nearly 1 and thtee-foutth Cf0183 nuder additlot11 
and Improvements to- tower eJau caniagea. Under additiont, the programme for 193'1 .. 28 
eontemplatea 686 coaobing vehicle& and 652 of theae are lower olait oardagea.. 

New Oonatruett~ 
tt. ODe of the molt interesting parte of the ·Ra.Uway Bodget fs of eourte the 

programme of new construction. Oor programme· for nest yll'&r will involve a total 
expenditure ot 1 f2JS erorea in the case of commerai&l line!, bat we have tbon~bt lt 
Bet"e~BIU7 to provide only 1·( 1 ·oro~ Tbe programme ror both commercial and 
atratt>gio line• ia eet. out in full in tbe Budget memorandum. It Jnclndea 48 linea 
eovering 1,818 mltee wbiob are already in propsa and S 1 nt~w Uuea ntencUng 
to 2.827 mllea. Th11P1 our immediate programme o \YeJ"a 4,6-10 miles. Only 820 mUeti 
of new line will be opened in the current yea.r, but nez:t year I hope tbat we 
eball &ee a more aabatantial return no. the money we have apPnt on new conetrnctiou 
in the. Jut two or three yean. For we hope to open tn 1927·28 nearly 900 mUea 
oi new Una. And m;y auceenor ts likely to be more fo-rtunate tban I bflve ~n :En the 
JeCOTd of mUeaga added to the lndi&n Railway ayatem. I am confident that the floaae 
wtU welcome tbta d~'vtdopment. and will ae:ree that WA should pfft& on w1tb t:be eonl• 
truorion ot new Uo~s.. This ia oar policy. Each Railway Adminiatrat1ou Ia obar!lecl 
witb the duty of exploring every avenue that atf~.>rda t~oope for tbe oonstroctJoq of remu-
1lPJ'&tive lines of a standard aoitable to t-he traffic that may be expected and of keening 
in close toncb with Local Governments In this important matter. In order to aifol'd 
evuy facllit7 for tbe achievement et tbia object., we do not propoae to adbere to one 
rigid at.audard of conatraction. Obviously a standard t-b&t is enltabla for a mafu Une 
e&1'1'ying beavy traftlc may be needle&11Jy HpMIIIive for a feeder Jlne aentng a oompaTa
tivel:r amaH agrloultaral trnct, and the Railway Bnard baq now Jakl down varying 
etandards of conatra:ction in or-rler that branch lines and esteneions may be built to wbat
eur standard aeems moat suitable to the area to be served. 

Rates and Fares. 
15. I am IOl'l'7 that. 1 am not iD tbe hapP7 position of anuoanein"lt anr farther 

redRctlozl of raloll and !&reo, but afler wbat I be•• ee!d earllel In mJ epeec:b tbe BCCIO · 
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..,nol ha.e ID7 upectal!on of boon& of tftla kind. But It mutt not bo lbought lbot 
we have made merely tbe rcdootiona tn paBl!engen' fares anno-unced last year. One· 
the oontrary

1 
at the beginning of the curreDt year we expretaly invited Agenta 

carefully to review their paBsenger lara in the light of atatistfce and we told them 
that we abauJd be prepared favourably to COD6idn further reduction&. Ae the ttatdt of 
tbts letter, tbe Agents of the East Indian, North Wettern and Soo.tb Indian Railways 
felt jaatUled iD proposing these forlhel' reductions and they have already been broogbt 
into JoJce in one caae from lat Jannar,- laBt and in the other two cues from ht Fedrua.rye · 
Tbe rf'dnctfona on the two State~managed linea are substantial, and third clasa pusenger 
f&n'l for ordinary trains are now down to 2 pies per mile for distance& over 800 miles. Tbe 
Bonte may think that we have been unduly bold in tanctiontng theae rerluctfona in view 
of the faol that the redootions previoll8Jy sanctioned bave not yet glveD any material 
atimolua to traffic. Bot. the reeommendationa of the Agents were baRd on their conatde-r· 
ed opinion that ultimately it would pay them to brin~ down faro to the level auggeat· 
ed and we decided tn take the r!sk. 1 wouJd here empbuiae the fact that it is only the 
ubtence for oor Bailway ~nee that enables na to make experiments of this ktnd. 
For we have to remember that every year we are adding a aum of upward& of twenty 
Cltm'l to our C&1Jital at charge. Every 20 crores added to our capital means that we 
ought lo obtain an increue in oar net earnings of about a crore and 20 lakba. ~or not 
onJy have we to pay our- interest eha.rgea bot in a.ddltion we have to pay one per- cent to 
Gener.I Revenues on our capital at charge. On the other hand, much or oar new monfoJ 
goet into works which t.ake time to become :remunerative, and there ie also the fact tbat 
we mtl&t expect ]aTge variations from year to year In BaUwny earnings in BC"'OTdanoe with 
hant>at multa and trade 11octuattou. All these considerations J)f'iot to tbe need for 
prumot management, for unceasing atrlvinas after economy and t'fficieney, and fut a 
wiae policy of botlding up uaenes. But provided that we keep theee eneutlalt iu mind• 
1 think that we can face the future with conftd9.ce and that we need not hetitate to 
male ncb welJ~ntfdered ezperimentl in the udaotioll of rates and fal'H aa on the 
advioe ol our Agmte we have eo far embarhd apon.. Bot 1 have -no doubt that the Houe 
will agree tbat the d.eot of aoob e:zperim~nta moat closely be watched and that H after 
a fatr trial exteuded over a reuonable period they are fonnd merely to involve aa fn a 
loea of revenue without bringing any eompen~~atiag advantage in the abape of tnoreated 
trafll.o, the matter may rEqnire reconaideratiou. But 1 hope that there is no lear of th1a 
reault and that we shall not merely be able to carey on the redoct.tona that have beell 
modo but o!Jo to try furtber experiment., part.tcularly In tho way of reducing frelghtl. 

16. 1 have jolt referred to the need for unceasing atri1'ing after ellcienoy and 
econ.omr, and I have done so quite deliberately. For I thiilk tbat I may claim that 
howe~er far Wf" may have fallen short of our ideal, that b-aa been our policy during the 
l&tt five Jeare.. Some members of the House, 1 know, think that we are too rigid fa. our 
adbeumce to this policy &nd tbey regard it mrrelyas a rather toulJen bureaucratio trait. 
But, beliue me, it ia not tbat. Af~r all the Government of Indi& and the Railway Board 
are mpOlJ-atble for what fs, l auppua~, one of the bfggeat commercial unde-rtakings in the 
world. 1t ia. a businf'fl with a capital of aometblng like 600 crore&-~&y 4&0 m1Jlion 8ter. 
lJDg.. If we nm it soece&erolJy, we provirte India with a cheap and efficient syatem of 
ttanspnrt. If we fail, the Bailwaye become a burden on the geJlBJal l'e'Venuec of the 
CODllh7. In tome rea~t• I think that we can claim already to have made" 11BtitfaatoJ7 
progreu. I do not Wllh to Rpeat what f aaid last year, bat every one will agree 1 think 
tbat our financial arrangements are on a mueb fOunder basis than ever before and that 
we have made some progreaa Ia carrying ont the fC!CGmmPndatione of the Acworth and 
lnchcape Committee. Bot the Indian Railway aystem is a vaet organi&ation, and recent17 
in almost every Y"ar aome new brat~ch of our work baa been brought under e:r.pert 
examtnati~Zl and review. Thhl year it baa been the tu1 n of the workshops, and we have 
jaat pnbltsbN the report of the Bawn Committee. Some people 1 am told call it an 
indictment of the Ba.Uway Workshops. !t" may be 60.. 1 am not Pa,rucalar ~bout the 
word. Bot .the plr.ln .fact J1 tbat the Railway Board thought that. State Railway work· 
lhopt l'l'qo1ffii ourhanhnJ in the Jigbt of moat modern workshop practice, We entru&ted 
tbe taBk to two of the best expetta we could find, and we bave obtained from them what 
we wa.nt«J, namer,., • frank out&po~u report containing many valuable BDggee:ttona for 
impruvemen.t of ~or methods and Olll' equipment. The publication of the report ma7 
~ae Ut to ~titto1Bm, but from oar point of "Yiew the important thing fa that we now 
J 11 the :trtet!ona in wbfob to work for tcODomy and ~ftioieney and we propose to 
.:;• Cll ~ e •o"eation& which have been lnld@'. Sim1Jar1y, an enqu.trj 11 now going on 

P1l . etboda of railwa7 aocountiDJ and iJlto oar worlt5hop accounti1 ancl auether 
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enqatry has jo:at been made Into the medical and sanitary arrangemeuta of ·Olle of oU 
meat importaut railways. I do not propttse to enter into greater detail into the manr 
other dtreotiona in which ecouomiea are being eft'eoted in the &dmtni&tratton of oar raHway 
property as th ... at'e dealt witb In Sir Clement Hindley' a speeob In preeent!ng the bndget 
in the Connell of State. ..... 

91. And uow. Sir, I propose to bring to &D end this tbe last. aooount I ab&U give of 
wy stewardship of Indian Bl\ilwaya. I am coneeioua of ita dUB.oultles, and there are 
many other things that 1 should like to myt but I am afraid of wea:rying the Boase. I 
am &OnJ' that I end with a leu prosperoua year than some of lts predecetiOl'l. but at any 
rate it is a muob More aatfsfaotory budget than the one I had to defend. in tbts Bon!tl 5 
yean ago. No one Olluld bave had mofe loyal and de.voted usiatauce than I have had 
from Sir Clement Hindleyt Hr. Sim, Hr. Parsoua and 1rom Railway OIJI.oere geuerau,. 
and aa for this Houte, Sir, though I have bad mueh CTitioism, I lik· .. to thtnk that it wu 
kinrtly criticism and there is not one of us on tbeae Government ~nobee who does uot 
ftalite the valne of the oloae scrutiny to whlob our budgets are subjected b;r the Legf~· 
lallve Assembly, 

The Steel Bill; 
After the Railway Member's speech wae over di&Gasa!on WM procoecled with tht 

Steel ProteoMon Bill. 
Lala Lajpat Rai spoke fitst in support of Mr. Chetti'l amtndment for avarage 

weighted duty. He did not quation tbe motiva aud intention ot' 'Mr~ JJuuah, who dfd 
not aee any imperial ptefenmoe in tbe Governmeut proposal• bat only dtsorfmlnatlon ta. 
favour of Btitlsb steel. But Lslaji fea.TOd that one dJsortminatiou would lead to farther 
dlecrfmlnatlou. Politico and econnmioo were Inter-twined and In thla bill the ..tclou 
prJnoiole of iml)erla.t preference existed. · 

Tbe Pretrident; This question. of tmperl&l preference wa1 dttcaued tbb!adbarethe 
other da.y. I request the mem.beH uot to make apera.bea on that bat merely touoh ou. i\. . 

Lata Lajpat Bai averred that even economfcaUy the principle of diaorimtuattou wu 
U1180und and urged the Hone to consider the advantage of welp:hted avera.ce duty whlc1t 
outweighed th088 proposed under the Govel'nmeut scheme. B1t contended ag&itllt the 
ylew that there was dumping of coutinf'tlltaleteel and pleaded agal111t penaltatn~ a l&rRe 
mau of consumera who used continental s~l. Continuing, be Mid thll-t by penaltalng the 
use of contlnent.al stal th~y would be tbrowfn2 out of employment thotJ&IUldB o! J)OQ!' 
lndfans who WP.te enp~P.d in the mannfactura of &mall artiel"" out of eoattnftntJl1 steel. 
1 {'1 Official Benches cried : No not where al'e they"} He lnstan®d tbe lm&ll manu .. 
factures in Bomb&yt Poona., Gujrauwala, Slalkot and other "Place.. Oonoludinl, be 
eomplained against the Jadian studenta not being ~ti<ren a-tequate facllltilu by En2U1b edu.. 
el\tional and ~hnfcal inetfta!:fons, whHe continental eonntriee wboae steel the Governml'nlt: 
wished to exclude from I.nr1!a were sbowing contideration in thi1 te1oeet. Thil 
treatrunt of England dfd not deserve conoeftiou! ae was p.ropoeed by the Bill. He 
accepted that the steel fndat~try sb.oaltt be giveu adpquate J)-roteotlon lor &even yea.-ra, To 
that extent he favoured the Tarlft Board's report., but he differed •• regards- the form of 
protPet:ion. 

Vr. Jinna.b, replying to LaTa Lajpat Ral, aald that the tele«raohto renreeentation 
which tbe latter claimed were pouring tn were aU from tbe tmn merchants (H~r, heart. 
Noue of them were. however~ from tradera or aTtiaas for whom. the Lala had ~lMded. 
Bow ever, tbe Tariff Board bad taken into consideration the eoneumeT's point of -vJew. but 
MT. Cbettl's &lllCUdment; If put into efteet;. would give exCM&ive "f)l'ot.eotlon lo Tatas and 
would profit the middlemen. Figures &bowed tbat. under "Mr. Cbetttts scheme there would 
be unneceSF>aty burden of .f. ororea on the consumer. in the coum of 7 years, bat at the 
same time be wan~ the ~emment to see that amall traders and arUsalll did get the 
noqaistte proteetiou. 

At thts. stage, several members on the oMola! benohel applied for Closare bat the 
Preatr\eut called upon Hr lUrla to apeak. . 

Hr. Birla quoted figures to show tbat there wu no profiteerinll! on tbe part of 
middlemen. Figul'el related f,n b•ms, a~)ea, etc.. M.r. Blrla av\:ed tbe Ho111111t n4lt. to be 
]ed Away by the argument of Mr. Jiunah and Sir- Ohadea Ina.;>~ &boa~ proO.teeriDg wbeu 
iJ1 some oaaea theae mtddlemen actually IOBt. • 

IIr. B, Das Did lhel Sir B, N. Mitra did not relleot Indian op!niOilllllbollseontln 

38 
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eoo ... n. 8!f Cbarleo In .... bad blm .. ll i•ld Glt • ptevloaa occulon that whether It W& 
imP'"rlal ttreff"fetJce 01' P1'P.feuntial rate&, there wu poUttoe bebfn4 it~ Now, howenr 
Sir B. N, llitr&, the Indian ,..,ber, poobp""h '<I the olnw advanced by the uon-olllclall. 

Wbea Mr. B.. D.a ftnfahed bil apeeoh it waa a qaa.rter to foul' aud there were 
renewed oriel fJ'OID ofticfal aud other benobes for ctoaure. Tbe Rouse di?lded ou tbe oloaare . 
mot!co when the Hoa. Mr; Patel ""me back ond oooupled the ehelr. 67 voted for oloaure 
and 60 li"illlt it. 

The Hoaae agalo dlolded with the ntUlt thet 60 toted egal!lllt the ameodment and 
•9 lor and, thertloft', the amendmeot woa luat, 

The Khiiragpur Strike. 
After the amendment nf Mr. Cbetti had been defeated, the adjourn

ment motion on the Kharagpur strike was taken up. Mr. V. V. Jogiah 
wanted the Houae to disou11 the oonduot of the B. N. Railway adm!nietra·· 
tion in not enquiring into the repeated representations of the subordinate 
employees nf tho B. N. Railway whioh ooooaioned the etrike causing in
convenience to the people ; seoondly, the conduct nf the Government in 
.,.1!ing nut the Railway• !n%11iary Forno to shoot indiscriminately not only 
the workmen hut some mam hers of the public and in not giving warning or 
persuading the crowd to disporse, and lastly, in cenaoring despatches of 
tel6llrama sent from thl! Labour Union to a large number of the members of 
the AIB6mhly. He reminded the Honse of the repreaentationa of the lebout" 
era which was promiaed to he oonaidered but which was repeatedly post
poned on very ftimsy grcunda. The ehief grlev&nces of the laboursrs were 
inseourlt:v of aervice, dismissal without propor r.otion, fnwffioiency nr 
wsgea and Ill-treatment of subordinate officials. The' Labour Union 
advlsad men against going on atrike and hut for the attitude of Mr. Lewis, 
Aotiog Chief Enginear, the aitnation would have heon easily solved. 

Mr. 0. 8. Rauga Aiyar who spoke next regretted that Mr. Jogiah had no 
time to develop the main theme of grievances, namely that there was in• 
di10riminate uae of baronets and thie wss done by using CoL Gidney'a 
An;tlo-lndian race against Mr. Jogiah's labourers (hear, hMr), If they wanted 
to aboot Indiana, why did th"Y not bring Enropeans! Why should Anglo
Indians have been hroughtt Was this another proof of the policy of divi<U 
fi .,.pga t From a pemsal of tbe account of tbe events, it appeared as if 
the men were instigated to use viclenoo ac that suparior forcea of violenne 
might he brought into being. Let Sir Charlea Inn9 mark hie departure 
from India by conducting an impartial enquiry. 

Colonel Gidney r&gTetted the tone of Mr. RI\Dga Aiyar'a apeeoh which 
itself wua for di.UU sl •mpgm. It was the Railway Union and political 
infusion in if; that were at the bottom ol the riot. Why should this Honse 
of le!riolaton accept what all the Railway Union said in their statement and 
in efleot send a messaga for other Railways to follow snit t By carrying 
t~e motion they would disorganise Rail way as they disorganised the Police 
in Calnntta riot. Let ns not be guided by telegrams sent by the riotel'S. 
Concluding Col. Gidney asked the Government to see that there was 
no diamissal, :removal or reduction in accordance with role fourteen ·of the 
Home Department. 

Mr. N. M. Joahi · drew the attention of the Houae to the fact 
that the Au1:iliary foroea were composed of railway oftlcars. The 
apeaker a~ked if it was fair that the very officera under whom these men 
1<•~ workin!l sh0J114 turn o11t to bp t)ie mi!itarr when tl!e '!'•n str11•1!: wor1!: 1 
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This was not the first time in which the military waa used for firing in the 
name of law and order. The Government of oth or countries did not use 
military for such purposes. Mr. Joohi wanted an enquiry not only into 
the incidents of shooting but also into the grievancOI of the workers. If tho 
Agent had failed in his duty, let not the Government of India fail in ita duty. 

Referring to the grievances of the men Sir Charles Innes said that he 
had never known s case in which the Agent of a Railway e:r.tended so mnch 
sympathy to railway men. As Eoon as the grievances of men over tho 
transfer of Mr. Naidu was brought to hia notice, the Agent himaelf took 
the trouble to explain the actual position. The men came back to work, 
but all of a sudden due to the inlluence of politicians s pnblio meeting wss 
called attended by a large number of persona and resolutions passed. '!hen 
there was a crowd marnhing to the station yard and preventing tho running 
of trains etc., and if at that stage the Diotrict Magistrate ordered the use of 
not fire but bayonets, then Mr. Ranga Aiyar wanted him to he diamiaaed. 
'Ibe District Magiatrata had to aot on the spur of the moment, His taak was 
difficult and uo more than the necessary violence was used. So long aa he (Sir 
Charles) was a member of tho Government, no district officer would be pnniah· 
ed or penalised for trying to do hie duty iu oircnmstanoea of this kind. The 
versions aa received by him from the officials and as given out by men did not 
of course tally in all respect. Indeed, the Bouse was not in poaaeasion ol the 
facta. What then was the use of our enquiry at this stage I The danger 
of psasing this motion at this stage was that they would prolong atarvation ol 
these men who were on strike. 

Diwan Chamanlol said he waa yet to hoar tho word of regret lor 
bayonetting, Could it be denied that the head ol the Auxiliary Force, 
Colonel Henderson himsell, was a railway offioi..rt 

The Commerce Member inte!jeoted that he said the Au:riliary Force was 
called out by the Diatriet Magistrate. 

Mr. Chamanlal condemned the law being taken into their hands to the 
danger and detriment of tho life of the people. A judicial enquiry must ba 
hold into the firing and bayonetting and an impartial enquiry into the 
grievances of tho atrikers. If a promiae of this enquiry was given, the motion 
would be withdrawn but not otherwise. 

Pandit Malaviya who followed prefaced his speech with a deolaration 
that he was generally agsinst strikes, He said that it had been suggeated 
that strikers had done injury to tho railway property. He was sorry that 
officials on the spot acted unl\isely, for strikers had gone to the platform to 
advise their fellow·strikers also to stop work. '!'hey had perfect right to do 
so. If the speaker was oonvruced that violence had been resorted to by the 
atrikers, his attitude would be different. Tbo speaker regretted the want 
ol patience and restraint on both sides. The authorities should have oxeroiaed: 
greater restraint. It was not necessary to have called out the Auxiliary Force 
and asked them to reaort to the use ol b&yoneta and firo·arms. II Sir Charles 
Innes had only expressed regret for the aetion taken there would not have 
need for this heated debate, 

Mr. Neogy dealt at the outeet with the constitutional aapaet reg$rding 
which he aaid he was between the devil and the deep sea for a while. Sir 
Alexander Muddiman aaid that this question was to be discussed only in the 
local Council. The Preaident of tho Bengal Council had diaallowed adjourn
Jilent JDotioDi on tho sround that thia was a central subject. Frooeedins 
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he referred amid oriea o! " shame" to the censorship on telegram& sent ~' 
the Labour Union to 18 me~~ra of the. Aeaembly. Not only were theu 
reports suppressed by the anthont1es but theu own accounts were oooked up.· 

It woo 6 when the President declared the motion talked out. The 
Assembly then adjourned. 

The South African Agreement. 
On the 21ST FEBRUARY Mr. :Shore made a statement of the 

agreement reached between the Union Government and the Government:of 
India and he was applauded at the conclusion. (For the text of the 
statement aee Section " India Abroad.") 

The Preaident remil:ded Mr. 1l. Das of a reference made by Mr. llbore 
that ao far aa the Government of India were concerned. they had ratified 
the agreement. 

.~-.-::. ~ 

X...=.& 

T h e S t;e e I B i I 1 P a s s e d • 
ldr. Jamnadaa MEHTA tht~ ;ond bia amendmtnt fUtUog fcrw~rd his alttrDathe 

tchrme in ItJPf.Ct o1 duty cllm plottcUn». He d£e!arca thar. the BJU did tmbal_ylm~ 
puial plefettnee and that il "ould be toll.tu.tnl inch by inch and atep by atr:p. He 
1ht.'\\t11 t1a.t aa a lttiuU, &f tliHe )ttl&' fJ(IUtti<ll £ehEme the Govtinm~nt bad bet~t:filted 
ill ruenue bJli1'~ ~CO Jaliht~, tLe Cttdttor br Bt>. 100 Jakbs and the wage--ran:r.er, by 
llt. 426 Jakb whit~ the Ol'litl of the Clll!J:&DJ had lJl thne 'tan btncfiltt4 in the sbapa 
of dividu:d cnly to the uttnt ol Be. 4 and halt Jakba, v.hich did Dot- yield ntn half 
per cult. Bc.w C(.Uid this te- t~pt.cted to tene as au f&ducement to the :illvntor. Tho 
people o1 bdia lad made beavy taCIJfice in tl:ese ,eue to htlp Tala Steel to 1tand :tina. 
~banka to the u.thDgco, capital had to be written down.. 

Ccll:tiDuiDg, Mr. Mehta ann~d I hat the prot~tctiou extended wa• eo ~mall that it 
Wttrld .tult a\itact tapital. lie coutnttd tbe Titw of Mr. Jinnah that it wu the middle
lr.tn Jil;g iu Ecn:la' ~ho would bnufit by his tchEme-. He ehowed that according to 
Gcduj, 1:ata bad qut;Ud Br.128 per ton fer attel w.bich could come hom Oeun&Dy f~ 
liB. lU or a\ 170 with addllioual duty. Then under no cbcumetaneea could TatatJ 
amptte '9t'ltb thie. Tbe tOil11Dmn in (.;aleutta luditrd hlcauee of the tGtnpetit-if1n 
with Brltisb Steel and tecause of the b.eana:ea of Calcutta. He maintai.D£d that hie 
tebemealone would give ptotectwn to t.he inda.aUy1 impm.e the Jeaat burdt-n on the con ... 
same: and tuiuld pot the lust ponible &um ill the hand& of Lhe Government. 

lb. JJN:NAH, replying. nmaikrd tbat he never1aid that the Bm waa perfect but 
U,at of the S u:btmta heJo:re the Boue the one embodied in the Bill zepment-ed the lt'ut 
evil. Mr. Jamndaa had OD-I:J prond the speakers contention that because Tata Sttd 
did not reaeh the pozta of Bomba,.. Karachi analdadras a-a easily aa Calcutta it waa the 
middltmo who nally bentfit~d.. Did Mr. JamDae'aa UDdenitand that if he gave bounties 
to Tataa the HtuJt would be that Tataa would cotlf::cntJate on production ot llonnty fed 
material and stve up product.ien for in111anee uf galvaniaed sheets.? This would mean 
tllat the rennue derived. iro:m import duty under ptotection whieb amounted to halt from 
thtee aheet• would aa a result ol withdtawal of pJOtPct.ion be loU. Be u.w uo rca&On 
why :new eompaniee &hould not CODte into the field. Mr. Jamnadaa Mehta bad. charged tbe 
t~aker ol ~iug either hi air or !It tea bat it apptaud to Mr. Jinnah that Mr. Jamu&dal 
~eeU waa e:ither in the lap of pre)udice or bad lx~n mialtd by middlemeu. He exa
mined the amatlur amendment. ot .Mr. Jamnada1 auti 6howed bow il. would Jand the 
Govunment. in dtfficulties and unknown liabtlitk&.- For int~taneto, all)' firm could without 
much outlay undertake to manufa-cture ban out of tcrap itou and scrap tt~el. i'o ~1 
bount,. for l'J'OteCtioa of such b&Ia would invohe all unknown liabUity Speaking With 
all anthorit7 at biB comlllA!Id of the wmking of three ;,~ara protection he de&cribed 
J4r, Jamnadaa•a amatnr propoBala aa ridiculous and abaurd and that to work the scheme 
propoletl b;y the Bomba' member woald1llnot. lmpolBlble, bu mob\ dlmeuJtt. utt expCllllV8 
Bn4 very:lnconvenieull. He hoped. that the B.ouae wuukl reali&e 1te neponaibihtiea in tbe 
matter. 

ldr. ll. R. ACHABYA. r.gretted that Sir Cbazles Jnna had not m<t the O!f!llmen' 
of t\o nou·ol!loiall that un<!erlht!r acht!IIO he (Sir Cbor19 ) waa tr.king muoh mOio 11'0111 
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the consumer. They all agreed that adequate protection shouJd be given to Tatu. but not 
in the way the Government suggested. He would have no objection if tbe cot ire ttchemo 
was withdrawn and another Bill which would be more aeeeptablo to tile House. was 
brought forward. &, however, would ae<:~pt Mr. M.ehta'a amendment a& the leb.Ber of the 
two evile. 

Pandit MALAVIYA emphasised that on a mat~r of this kind Government sboold 
carry the House with them. To snatch a vote tbis way or that was not. the proper 
method of pushing through such lcghdation. H& did not question the earneetucaa 
ot the TarUf Board and of the Government to act in tbe very best int~rest of lndta 
aceording: to their light. The opposition wa.s net wanted, but because there wBS honest 
dHiere.nco of opinion be expected that, instead of cryi:ug shame aud tellit1g the members 
that they did not know their busin€!6 the Government and their Eupporters should sbow 
sympathy and consideration to the views of the oppcsit.ion. Thdr view was b!\l!ed on 
some regard for the consumer to sre that the contumcr was n<ot p~nali!.ed in 
p)a~a where. Tataa did not operate. He suggested tl!o.t th~ Government w1th all itA! 
Stcretariat machinery should co-ope1at.e with the Houf!e in rcmovmg th(S defect of Mr. 
Jamnadas's e-cbeme~ The speaker l1ad w01ked with Mr, Jinnah lor yen1a but h~,t t)uo.t 
llr. Jinnah's special pleading on tllfa. cceuion bad dit-appointrd many mc-mbw~. He 
rejected the piea tbat Tatae won1d play !alEe to the A::sembJy and to the ce>untry by 
changing their pJana for production. If tbey did, the Assembly wou:d nut help tlicm. 
again, He did not wi11h to burt EngJi&bruen, but mu6t first have ngart.l for lho mteretil-8 
of hia own countrymen. Why rush tbtough tbis Bill l 'l'be mun11er in which the Bl!l 
waa being handled bad can&d him great pain and be end~ by ivggnting tbe aojo-uru
ment of tbe discussion. 

At this stage tbc ciosnre was mon-d by the official bt nch<s and ~as carritd wlt.hc.ut 
division. Tbe Honae tb~·n vottd on Mr. Jawnada& lh:ht&.1~ amt"lldtnettt and njccted it. 
by 66 votes against 56. thus, while whipping on both sides bad brought in the sl;s:entet~ 
members, the maJOrity for the. B.iH practicaHy1 nwaina the eame as it was wben tho 
the motion for ucommittal and for approving Mr. Cheth'a tcbtme was rejected. 

DiacD&Sion on other .Amendments, 
Mr. Mnktbar SINGH then moved nn amendment prO'Vitling for ttbnle o.f: duty 

fn respect of impor~d ~otee) n&td by bona~fide lndinn manufaetutt'IB o1 6maU 
articles auch as boite1 toys, utensil11, euUery etc. Sir Cbarlu lnnei'1 intervening nid. 
tbat this question was undi!r consideration of the Tanft Boa1d and he hopro thiJ 
information might short(n diEcussion. Mr, Mukhtar t:Hngb s&ld he was not cat.ilitied. 
wttb tbe assurance given by tbe Commetee Member aDd prn.-e..:d his amend went, l'he 
Sp6k.er explained how the rebate syt~tcm could. be ealculah.-d .a.ud worked~ 

S1r Charles Jones, in oppos:ing the motion.~ 63id the amendment was v&gue and 
unworkable. The ame-ndment was tt-jected. 

Purchase ~f Steel by Government D<"partm('n~ 
Sir Chnrles Innes pointed out that the ll('.Xt amendment in tbe name o[ Mr. B. Daa 

which ask-ed for declaration of the Gove.rnmtnt by nutUicatloD in the ""Gazette 11 th&t 
the purchase of steel o.f Indian origin should be given prderence by the Government 
departments, monicipalilies and local boatd.& etc., was put out ol order on tbe grounds 
tbat it raisrd the question of increase of impDrt. duty which was O\ltside the tiCOpe of 
the Bill. 'lbe Preaidcnt agreed that the motion aas out of order on tbe grouud tbat i; 
relat(d to provincial sobjt"cts whicb could n<.t be diseu:;!Kd in the Holl&! ueept by per• 
mission of tbe Governor~General. He would1 however, ad.mit tbe amendment 1f tho 
mover omitted moDicipal and distrjet boards from tbe operation oi the amendment, Mr. 
Das agreed to this and tbe amendment. was formall;r moved. ldr. Dae, in moving bis 
amelldmtnt., said tbat evt>n tbe Tariff Board bad rt.commendtd tbo ur.e of Indian &tee! by 
RaUwaya a-s it was tbe object of protection to create a market in India far Indian manu~ 
factured steel. He plt-adt'd for acceptance of his amendment and complained o£ the 
circular issued by the Railway Member who rceommendt"d that Indian Railways might 
go in for Indian products. Hie objecttoo waa tLat it was not made obligatory. He 
wanted a stalnto.ry provision to be maoe with regarc to the purchase ot lDdian at.eel and 
the mere assurance of tbe Commtrce Member wae not enough. 

Mr. Da••a amendment was pre66Cd to division and lost b.Y 4.5 to 83 votes. 

Approprlation of Protective Dati~ 

Mr~ N. H. Joe:bi rose to move tbe amendment laying .do-wn tha~ tbe amount uite4 
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by protective dutifa should ba applied for ttcbDieal training in &teel indualrJ and welfare 
of worker& 6ucb as prottmion agalDISt.tta·Bickntf~ ontmp~oyment, and old age. 

Sir Cbarles Innes on a point of orde-r, Rid the mot1on contravened t:iection 67 of 
the Ool'ernment of In'dia Aet which elt!a1'tylaid down that no motion for appropriation of 
revenues sbould be made except with l.h$ permi~ion of the Governor-General. T~ 
President uphetd the objection and ruled the mollon out of order. Clause 2 of the B1ll 
was then adopted. 

Lala Bong Bebarila.1 nnsuccestfuily moved an ame~dment ~ Ola~ae S of the Bill 
demanding that in 192S, the &teel industry's rtpre:scntatton of 1Dsufftou:nf7 of prottction 
ahould be a precedent ot ~urther protection. 

Depreciation Fond for Steel C~mpaniel. 
Dewan Chamanlal mo'ftd his amendment laying down that the Go'\'ernor-General in. 

Council should have power to frame rulea directing &tecl eo~~uic& to Bet a&ldo for a 
dtpreeiatioD fond a certain amount from the profit.& and al-so proV1d1ng for housing, mater• 
n1tJ and otber beutfi.ts to workere. The mover atd that the Aaeemb!y .. -aa ent,1"ro to 
diuct the companies to ~ epend their profits as to enaure p10per wotkiug. Be 
complained or the bad lot of tbe workers who, notwitbeta.ndin.g the TarUf Board, were 
not well treated and b&d to aufftl.r IJ:rtat bardBhlpe. 

Sir Cbarlea Innee, repl)'iDg, a&ked what could be done if the steel eompanfd dig. 
obeyed the rule for deprtclation funds r, Hie opinion, is that it must be left to the good 
eenec of the companti' dirteiOJS. Claaae 8 was adopted after two moro amendmente 
wete withdrawn. 

Motion for pMaing the Bill. 
Sir Cbarlee Innea thf:n moved that the Bill as amended be passed. 
Yr. S. Stioiva.sa IYENGABt oppoalDg the molion that tho Bill be pu&Od, obserftd 

that the methods adopted in giTing proteoUon ., ere 10 bopel~&ely at varia11ce tbat be 
could not agree to i~ Sir Charles himself had agrell!d that the BiU provided for Bdtitlh 
preference. It was .aid that no schf:me of imperial preference should be undertaken uoleBs 
both the Go'Vernment and the Lt:giaiatne agreed. Be would, therefore, ask the Hou&e 
to be eaRful in 'View o1 the fact that prtference was botb political and economical iu. 
ehtnacter. The speaker ol:;~eted to the Bill on another ground, !lamely, that it enabled 
the Government to raise more revenue than was needed for administtatioJl. It wu bad 
and viciou in principle to encourage ovedlow of money Into tbe exchequer.. Conolading, 
Mr. l,engar- rtminded the Commezee Member that on t.be last occa&ion when t-he LimUA· 
tiou lUll was before the Bo~ be bad dismiucd the Tariff Boatd'a recommendaiiona 1M 
impon dutiea aa e. burden on the conaumu. Was the Tarifl Board then an apm 
body or bad It SUddenlJ beeome exp..:tt k.cavse it suited the Commerce Member f 

Mr. Rangaswami IYENGAR, in opposing the Bil1, rdtrted to the Imperial Economie 
Oonfuence whtn the Briti1h npr~BeUt&tlve bad agreed that Britiab good• were eojoying 
a 1~ge ehare of lruha's market eV<:u without prcferenet>. Now Sir CbarlealnnH sought 
ut~uty to exte~d the prderence at tbe cost of India. He rderred to tho potlition of tho 
Indtan wago» 1ndu1trz in -relat;on to the Bill under dit:ctlfl&ion. Tbo wagon industry 
had a&kai lor pratect.ion. Obviousl7 tbat-indoatry oooid manufacture all t.he Indian needB·; 
but strangeiJ enough, tbt:_ Commerce M.t'mber I.! ad placred orden in England iD re&peot 
only ol current wagon.r~quuem.euts b~t al~o af anticipatory nqoinmtnt.& for the IlGt 
iiTe Jmrt. :Xbe po81tl0n was- that 1n &plte of Indian tileel plOteotion tbe wagon induatrf 
would not; enJOY any prlvU~e.. When the question of protection by bounty to wagon 
indu~try onrme op, tbe Government would liaJ th~re wa8 uo neccs11ty a• tb~y did not 
u.quue any further 1upply ot wagon&~ Tbe result. would be tbat while the Jooal w~ogon 
lnd.ur.tf7 waaau1fering Br1ti!b. wagon would come lnto the country at a rldioalo1111J cheap 
nteof duLy. 

Bill paned by a Majority. 
A~r lfr. Jinnah bad s~oken i~ au~pcrt of tho Bill closure wu applied and agr~d 

to. Sll Charles lDil~ hav1ng reltnqo1shed bis right to reply the ABBembly divided w1th 
the reaalt that the Bill wu pau.ecl by 52 votca qoinst 40. ' 

Civil Aviation Grant. 
The Houae next proceeded to dia!l11aa the motion that a supplemontal'1 

mm llC!t oXIltleding Rs. 996,000 be granted tn delra:v the e:xpenaea that will 
oomo Ill the couno of pa)'me_nt during tho :vear ending Slat M.aroh_1927 iu 
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respect of aviation. On Diwan Chamonlal strongly objecting to a penny being 
spent on civil aviation, Sir Alexand>r ltuddiman replied th•t the question was 
of great importance and at tho fag end ol tbe d•y tho House was not in a 
tnood to disouss it a.t l&nRth. He, therefor~, formally moved that further dia~ 
eussion on tbe supplementary grant ba postponed to which tho House agreed 
and then adjourned. 

Disc.uaaion of Railway Budget. 
On tbe 22ND FEBRUARY the Hoose pTooeeded to the general discu&aion of the 

railway budget which was iniUat~ by Sir Parnsbola.mdaa Thakurdns. 
Sir Parushothamtlns THAE:URDAS acknawledg~l tho mamier in wbieh tho Railway 

authotiti;os took mEmbf'J1! of the Advisory Council and tbe Finance CommiLtee into tht ir 
eonfldPnce but it Bt'etned to him tb~~ot mO&tly it was a case of looking tbe doors after the 
hol'8f's. had lf!tt. Fort even with the said experienoo of Railway surplu11 stores after the 
war, there was to~ay considerable snrplos of wngons. L9comott~es aJso- ceased to be 
in f':z:eeaa. These ~normoas purehast'& were made at a t-ime of high price• and had 
Jnvnlvtd the taxpayer in au annual Joss of the best part of one cro~re. He was plensed 
at the lower 6gure cf compensation pBid, bat sugge-sted that foUol'.•ing the exnmpie of the 
B. B. and 0. I. Railway who took I be Advi:~nry Council into confidence the Railway 
Mf'mber should elsn tt-U thl"m of the number of o:n.ima received for o.1mpensation. Sir 
Purnshothamdns thrn e:pokq particularly nn t-he rf'marka of Mr. Parsons, Finnncial Com .. 
mh>sioot>t, In bis memornndum on the ttf.ct. of e:tehange on the Uailway budget. H~ 
l1e.rl tb&t in the whole railway t.alo told to the Hon~;e tbe Pficct of maintaining tbe arUfi. 
clal ratio was visible onmistak:ably. Wnile Sir Daa.iJ Blackett ba,l told them tbat prfoes 
had ar1Jnst.M t-bemse!vee. to t•, ad, Mr. Parsons wsa oonnting on the effi'ct of sterling 
transaction• for the next tbree to five years. Ho then examined in detail Mr. Pareons• 
obt~ervatfons. 

Ae for the wages of the raUway emplO)'eftl be was the first to stand, for not only 
~eauate payment bot for one that would enure comfott. He neaUed tbat three ye&ra 
ago Sir Charles. Innes held the wages of railway employees to be very generous 
and those wagee to-day were more favourabte because of further fall in prices. To 
raise this inoe to prejudice dtscuS&IOD on the ratio wa-s not fair to the country. Sir 
Pnrosbotbamdas addOO that the Government bad been art.ificially propping up exchange. 

Sir Basil Blackett: Yon want artiriein.l dcpre86ion. 
Sir Paros:hotbnmdaa : It doa not lie ln the mouth of the Hon. M't'mbar to intcnupt 

me when the time is. so limited and when he knows well that h~ h11.d not the courage to let 
the -ratio ill'ae- be rliseus~ earU<>r. 

He continued : n As for the st.ore!l1 here ago. in, Mr. Pnreons hnd shown that the 
Government bad by l!s currency poliey hit the Inclian fntlostri.>s. Sir Pornshotbarudas 
farther showed that the mileage of 38103~ iu 1923·2-l hrui earned on tbe a.Tcrngo Rs. 26,901 
per mile. rhe tot.aJ mill"age of 39,811 in 1927 to 1928 was estimated to ear.o practically 
the BB.me, namely Rs. 24,923. 

Sir Purosbothamrhl:R cnntinuing drew attention to the- remark in the railway ndmf .. 
nistration n!port of 1922·23 that the tail way earnings dcpendeJ on the general prosperity 
of tbe country which in the case of India was most ~asily roP&sart'd by the agricultural 
poaition and returns of foreign trade. Tbe f\(iministration rt'port. of Hl'lS-26 lla.d referred 
to the heavy drop in the export of grains through Kt\raehi. The R3.Hway Memher had in 
his speech on Friday admitted tlmt tho total foreign trade was nearly 50 crorc-sleas in 
the current yPar than in the previous year. The whole question then wns that whenever 
they manipulated curr~ncy and especin.lly tbe ratio in a mRnncr that it eitber bnmpered 
exports and conSf'qncntly also impor!.11, tne railways we·re boand to suffer. Sir Cllarlea 
Innes wa&, th('reff)rPJ not right:. in thinking thRt the barlget wbich he presented with a 
heavy hellrt wfla dependent only on factora outside bia bum~n c tntrol bat might very 
well bear in mind and Pxnmine tbt< fact£\nJ onder the control of the Government of India.. 
He felt that unlt>SS the Railway department mrtkl": the Finance n.~partment straighten. facts 
and r~tne~:ly them, the Rtt.ilway Budgets of India. not only for the n<'!xt year bur. foe liome 
years to ·come would have not-bing but a sad tale to put b,·fore the House. It was a very 
sad commentary on the Currency policy of the Government and the first rctl~ctioo or it 
had been found in the Ra.Uw&ys. of india. 

After aevera.t members had. apolten Sir Cbarlts INNES replied to tbe debate. The 
Ba.ilw&y Member said that for the last few year~ the railwayt had got aec:uetomed to 
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·11. 6d ratio and there would be complfcation if that rate \V88 a.1t.ered. Much had been 
satd of.thto qu,etfon of ~paration·of ratlwav finance and both M:r .. Jamnadu Mehta and 
Mr Ne~ bad pleaded for revision. . The terms of the present eonvenUon were to last 
for.tbrn: yara only and then the position should be N•<':r.amlna:l: but if there was a 
general desire that the quretion ahoold Oo reviewed ea.rlfer, th~ the Ra.Uway Board 
would be quit-e prcpaffd even to undertake a puliminary examination of the subject. 
But fbs whole scheme was in an experimental stage and fol' that reason he 
himself would prefer postponement so that tho experiment would work lttelf out. But
It mllst be remembered that whenever examination waa undertaken, therfl muat be one . 
condition, namely, that the profits of.R&tlwaya meat go toward• improving the railway& 
and chupening the rates and fret~bta and not for the general revenaf'IJ of t.be eoontry. 
Mr. SMJba Iyengar bad eontldeud that in the railway programme they WeM going too 
far. but most of the other members who bad spoken had urged that the right policy for 
the hovernmtont to adopt was to pulllb on their programmes eapecially in agricultunt 
tracts, and tbiB tht!y were doing. He warmly conrended agatast the charge~ tbat tbs 
poJiey in nganl to rai1way programme was in the interest of England and pointed 
out that tbe Jowf'st utisfaetory tender was accepted by the High Commlsaioner and there 
waa no preference for Britain In :respect of the stores purchased. 

Proceeding, Sir Cha-rles referred to the crUicfsm levelled a~afnst the Bail way Board 
aft~r the report of the RavPn Committee on worbhops and mid : "We eoua:ht tba.t enquiry 
at the IDst.anCR or Mr. WreDch and we shall tt~ve effect to the -recommendations.. He 
informed Colonel G1dney tllat reduction in fATes bad t.aken place not only in State BaUwaya 
bot on all Compnny.mana~ railway&.- If Mr. Jogiah's an~~eeeion for a uniform rate 
of 2 plea per mile on aU railway11 for tbird.clasa passengers were adopW then there would 
h a lou of R11. 11 ororMI. Mr. Bat~ga AiyAr was not rt"bt In bta figures tbat 2,000 men 
had ~en transfPned tn Calcotta from Lucknow on the E. I. Ra.ilway having tabu 
over the 0. and R. Railway. Tb& figures were not U\01'8 than BOO.. He assut'ed Mr. 
RatJUlllwamf that If tbne wu rtmiunesa on the part of tbe Gonrnment of India In giving 
attention to South India fn the matter of railwaya1n the pARt:, that wa"B more than made 
up by the projected extensions in tbe coming year. Conclndlng, S1r Obarlea Inne& 
amidst applanae said t-hat if tbe poliey adopted by the BaUwa7 BoaTd waa- pursued, 
ths his aoeoeuor after five years would be abla to show a very remsrbble record. 

The Aooembly then adjourned, 

Votinl on Railway Demanda. 
On the 2SRD FEBRUARY diFcusdon on raflway dPmands for granta commenoei 

with a fall drtss dtbate on thP aifain~ on thA Railway Board on the motion for omiBIIiOll 
of the whole grant, on "hicQ all thfl three non-official partif!& 8temed agrf'ed. About 
125 motions for ents, snmP tolten and eo me substantial, were on the order p&per. but by 
mntoal &greemeut dlseossion was concentrated on selected motigna of both oharaeten. 

Mr. Srinivapa IYENGAR rose to move A rednet:foo of the dmtand by Rs. 9 42 000 
"!"hJcb ~ould vfr!ually amount to omi&Sion in fftPet, Mr. lyenear complained th~ ~riu• 
hng nustake in the mnt ion on the paper wbic:b stated that demand be teduced to 
Bs. 9~Ut900and not by Rs, 9,491000. 

Mr. G-raham prolt'&tPd that this was tbe mififa'lre of the mover as orif!lnal documents 
showed. ~r. Brlntvua lyMJpr- e:z:pl"fllsed ngret aud the P.rcBldeut permitted him to move 
the norloot.,on by Rs_ 9.42,000. 

Mr. lyPDjlar, in moving tbe motinnJ sn.id that the Railway &atd was ae aopreme as 
the Gowrnment of Jndia find bad its revenue and e"ZpMlliUure io the ,arne trropotttons 
as the fltllt'ral budget. There was no sanctit.y att.nobed to th9 Railway budget. They 
wantnt that ra.Uways Phonld be a ttan&fp.rr('(f sabjeet in charge of an Indian Ministet. 
The Railway ~M.rd WM an 1Tri'BpOD111hle body. Flt'i't olass appointmentaltk~ those of 
~:e Chief Commsn1o.ncr an•l HtmbPra of the Railway Boatd were appointed without Tefer. 
::_.to ~be AFsembly. He- ncalled it waa an inUoe:rnl part of the cnnl'ention that Indl&• 

11 hon 8 ooltJ bA PTO~df't1 apace and Indians s-hould be Appointed to tbo Railway Board 
tb Mr. Srlniva.ea _Iyengar maintaiut'd that tbia qtllf'Jtion wu ab:o a recommendation~~ 
f'! e ram~ ll'soluUon JU&t as the Cnnvention wae, anil though Jt was made atmrt from the 
H~n~~= h~tt ~~~~ aB fn;:te: cr;nvention, Why takP shelter andPf ~cMnca1 evuion• r 
India a e os 111 00 d not bn a technical borly bnt a bnsinf'8S body and 
of tt!~ wne avana:le to man it to-day, Tflf'te wu ma1·1l1imlnistratlon and «rosa bTeach 
neceeait.y -:n i!9

1
1 ~ ~-tbllaP. scandal. Sir Charlf'a Innes bA.d made virto.e out of 

.. e com10g ... ua veu Commit ee's etricture. He finally charged the 
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Government that the Indian point of vie'v bad not Wn kept in eonne:etion wJtb the 
Railway administration eit-her in the matter of constitution or power of the Board or 
power of tbe IPgislat.ore. The Indian pl)int of view Will not kept in view as was abGI\'U 
by the sorry tale of f'Xtnvaganoe in reRpeet of Wl'lt!nnB anri atons. It was still an alien 
administration out of toueb with the lnrHan rf'qUin!mente. 

Sir Chrules Innes, replyhtR, wi.;h,..rl: th~ attack h'l<i b~an dir!"(;t.f!d to him an<t not t.o bt• 
railway officers; for, h-1'1 m:\intl~oinOO, the Railway Board was a ~ohnie&l bMy n.nrl dirl not 
control the policy. All for In<iiailillation, be rl"ealled his wnrofs three 'JP&l'R "2''1 which 
did not hold out the bop~'~ of the early &.pnointro .. nt of an Indian to the Rit.ilway Bal\rd. 
An En~tiehman or a Sootcbmn.n dh!liktd nothing more than that bt~ he ehllnrl'!fl with 
br('aob of faith. The Railway Board wn.s a technical borly and its anpr~intrn .. nts w .. re 
prlzA pOiits for ra.Uwa.y service and must go to men who hnd rarnPd th<>nl by excf"llent 
work. It wonid be deu1ietinn of duty on his part t-o reeommend sup~>rsPsaion to arspolnt 
an Indian. He rerllised the point of view of Indians that the Railway Bnard waa a 
clofle corporation from wbieb Indians were df'finitely excluded {bear. b~r} but th"Y mnat 
realise his pnint of view also that Indin.nis-ation was purely a question of titni!!. He 
admitted that the Indianisation policy was belated ; but it was ba.vlng full efft'ot and 
Indians were coming to the top. There was au Indian Chief Engineer and an lndiau 
Superintendent. 

Reduction 'Mof.ion Oarrted. 
The motion of Mr. Srinivaa& Iyengar for a cnt amounting virtaa11y to the total 

rl'jection of tbt'l' demand was then pat to vot::l and carried by 59 votes against G2. Tbe 
House then adj.oorned. 

Capital Programme. 

On the 24TH FEBRU ~RY,. Pan:lit Kunz-ru mov~n a cut of Re. t and wanted to know 
what their commitm'?Dts wonld be in reap~t. of ttlbabilita.tion an·i MUit&t pro~:rtunrn'l. A<l 
for new construction he wis~ett they went at a less raptd rate thlln they were doing at 
present. Let there bs no unduo bnrdcn on th~ir reeo11rc~ in res~ot. ollnterest charges. 

The motion was put and negatived. 

Railway Storts: Policy. 
Pand{t K.nozm nez:t moved a cnt. ou df!ttnncl uucler the Rliiwa.y "Bond h prntest 

~inst the purebase of stores direct without &Sl.li'Jtane'J nn.-1 consttlh,t.tfll'l .,f th., Stnr.,g 
Departm~nt. · Th~ existin~t policy of the Gaverurn~nt in g~Mrll-1 and R'l.ilWl\-"VI in putt
cniar for buying storo!S was highly o-hj~otiln:thifl. U st,r<!t w"'r~ not blng!J.t tht'Gt:gh 
the Bt.orcs De!<p:utmant why was tbat rl~pa:rtm"nt at all ml\intainl><i! 

Tne Oba.ir p:tt the tok"n ent to vnt"' 1\fl J •hchrto,i it. e~rri-l!ri. TltiAl)'!in'! Clnte~-t.e:l, 
division was called and ~r. Kunuu's motion was c:lrrried by66 ag.1.l:nst H votes. 

Separation o-f Railway from General Finance. 

Mr~ Kanzra. next rais'3,i the question of sep~~oration of railw~~oy financl'l from g~nent 
flnauca and made &aggestlons in respr!~t of chan~I!S ei\Ued for in the convmtion on. the 
subject. After dittOilS-3ion, Paai£t Kunzra withdre.v the ameudrnant on reo~iving tho 
a.ssnra.noi that the H:Jnie wotd.t b1 given an opportanity of discussing the matter. 

Enquiry into RaHway Employees1 Grievances. 
Yr. M. K. Acharya rats'!i the qa!!Btfon of Government not aoeeptlniit tha A•s9rnbly1s 

ruoloUou in 1925 reoomrnm•Ung inquiry Into the gril!va.nees of the subor fin~t.tj} rAihvay 
employees. He described the at-titu.-fe of th~ Government as one or ~reat l!lek: or sympathy 
a.nd said that reso1utious ba.d sinea bl'l~n pa;;'IPd by t.b~ oonf~renc! of l!rnntoya~a ani All 
India RaHway Fe-feration earn~stly praying for a Cllrnraia~hn of inquiry. lf:t·. \f. K. 
Aobarya gnve a detailed list of ~ri"!va.ne~;; n.<~ r""c·~ivM lJy him frmu emplove•B ruvtiealuly 
in regard to low wa.ge:1. The"olight of f!mpl,y~~ W!\" in-'lca-llik"'' th't of a t}ro1vnin~ m·m~ 
Would not Sir Cbarles [un"s with weight of hi:J authority aud intlnenc5 com' to their 
rescue by at least agreeing to appoint a committee of enquiry f 

The motfnn was un1er discuasfon whJO,n the A'!ls~mbly alij'lnrn~ tfll nut di\V, th~ 
25TH FEBRUARY, when tha motion of Mr~ Acharya was pr~s11ed to division o.ne earriad 
by 54. against t1 votes.. 

Extension of Assam Railway. 

Sir Darcy Lindsay tb!!in move,i a ont of R~. l for draw[ng attention to tba fail are of 
the Railway Boud to consider the possibility of raHway com.aurnication between G~t.abat! 

Sll 
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and 8hillong. This was withdrawn on Si.r 0. Hindley assuring 
served better than Railways in the Assnm Hill roads. 

Decentralisation of R~oilway Board'd Work. 

[NEW DELIU 

that Moi;o! t!&UilpOit 

Mr. K~lkar next moved a cut to eHeit inform!ltion whether t~e Railway Board had anr 
eoheme of decentralisation of board's work and power of supervtsion anct control laying 
a~eisl stress on want of close touch of offioia.ls with public opinion. He urged that the 
wtvis_,r,. committee &bnuld no-t be confined to metropoman cities, bat should also be 
formed in mofu!ail. He suggest.M that commlt.Le-es be formed on the Hnes of those which 
existM. in Prnssi& to wh\oh ref~ren ~e bad b~n ma·ie by the Acworth Committee. 

On reeeivintt the assatance that aU suggestions made in the debate would be fully 
considered, Mr. Kelk!U' withdrew his motion. 

Conec6llion Rates to Indian Manufaet.urera. 
11r, Kelkar next. raised a gtievance against railway ntes of trade in relation ·to 

Jndit.n manufacturers. He traoed the history of this demand since 1915 when it wat 
made tn the Imperial Lel{islative C11unciJ and sa.ir\ the R.1oil ~ay DJplU'tment never con .. 
dueted proper investigations into the applications made by Indian manufacturers, He 
inatanceJ 1nter alia the cas' of Kirlo11tar Brothers who mllnufaetured agr-icultural 
implements. Such implements manufactnt"ell in England were imported at preferential 
rates by the Ocstomg D.!partment but the R3.ilway D.!putment took another view and 
would not allow eonoi!Saiou even wh~n this iniquity wo.s drawn attention to by Dr,. Harold 
Mann endorsing thil application of Kirloskar Brothers. Tbis was ultimately withdrawn 
by tb.a movar~ 

Regulation of Expenditure. 

Pandit Nilkttntba Das then nrgtd that expenditure should be ngu1atM. He com
plained that expenditure was growing more and more bec!luse they were all raising .\he 
etandatd of living nnnecenarUy by imitating Europeans. This morning there wa.a a 
view expressd that the salary of Indiang 11bonld be raisei to the level ot Anglo-Indiana. 
Wby abould this b~ done f On tbe other bs.ud the tendeneyebould be to make Anglo· 
Indians ·adopt a lower standard. At any rate lndiau mUBt not u.nneeessarily raie 
their o~ The motioil was finally lost. 

Redaction of Petrol Bates. 
Col. Crawford by a token cut pressed on tbe attention of the Government the 

neeessity for reduction of petrol rates and providing fneilitles for carriage of petrol in 
tank wagon~. Sir Clement H~ntiley promised to look Jnto thfs question of petrol rates 
after cons.ultiDg the Agents and mrozmed that they were watching the question of ca-rriage 
of petrolm waROnl!, 

Otlln cuts en tfl1 agenda wu1 not moved and fina1ly t1t1 /frst hied, th1 &'1UM'J Board, 
W<ls pasud by granting for It tlu red!ic<d sum of Rs. 98. 

Inspection Demand. 
~he secon~ bead related to inspection. Mr. Dura.isami Iyengar objected to tbe 

salartes of certa1n officers being put as non-votable while they should have been pat u 
TOtable. He based his objections under provisions of the Act which rt!qUired that Inspe:c· 
lor£ abould be appointed by tbe Go.vernor..General to. Council ancl aa such their salarias 
most bo made votable. The Assembly then adjourned. 

Higher Ap~intment.s in S, L Railway. 
On tbe 26TH FEBRUARY, Mr. Rangnswami lyengar moved a cnt of over R!. 2 Jakbe 

t? p~ot-est ago.inst tho p~posal of S# I, Railway to add to higher appointments white con
hmn:'g to pay starvation wagea t.o lower empioyeeg. He added tbnt thiB railway was 

mott tneffiolent and that there was nepotism. Tbe motion was rejeeted. 

PiigTims' Gri~vancre. 

P.andlt Knn~ by another token cut raise!d the grievances of pilgrim! who are 
~hDM>:: taken m wagons:, He brought this matter particularly in view of tbe forth· 
~mg tnnbha Mela at Hardwar. If it was felt &bs?lutely necessary to carry pilgrims 
~th~:.tben tt atood to ron that the;' mast get some rebate iZ) fares,. ~his wae 
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Reduction of Srd Class Fares. 

Mr~ Acharya mo-ved a cUt to o.rge reduction o[ Srd clft89 fare¥. Reduction cftect.e:d 
in respect of long journey helped only a very small proportion of pa!Uiengers_ 

Bir Obal'les Innes, in opposing tbc motiton1 conknded t.bn.t the rctluct.ion of fa.res on
East Indian, North Western and Moutb Indian Hnllwnya bad given a ton of Hs. 61 lakba 
in eight months in spite of increased traffic. Tbe lta.ihvBys bad gone aa far as possibltJ in 
the direction of rcdueing the fares. He empbadsed that tUird class travelling in lndia 
was the cheapest in the world. The motion wae lol:it. 

Administration-Working Expenaes. 

Sir Charles Innes ~then moved for Ita. 1,230 lakbs in respect o[ \VOrkiog cxpcnaee 
under adminiitratio!4 

Mr. Prakasam moved a cut of Ri. 2 crorea. He said the budget showed that no 
leu than Bs. 60 were being spent in working upenses for every hundred rupee& groat 
:receipt. .He elaborately mentioned to LLe Houao the rNnllt. ot bia examination of Japaneau 
figures and their comparison with corresponding expenses ineurrt!d in India. l'butt, 
wbi.le. in india, between Rs. 2,500 to Ra. 4,000 we.ro paid month!)' to tbe Ageut and 
Bs. 6,000 to t.hc Chief Commiesioner for Railway&, tbc ti&!n.ry in Japan of the Chief 
Commi&Bioner for Railways did not exceed Ra. 1,0~0 per meusern. ln India itself! the 
House must be aware that men l1ke the Right Hon'ble &otri worked patdotieally for tho 
sake ot the eountr1 on mere pittanejj received frcm the Servants of ludia ~ooiety.. If 
onJy the Government had fur 60 1~art1 Lried Lo open op these rank11 to Indians, it would. 
havo wabled them to ron ra1hvays at. half tbe cost. '!'be motion was put aud lo:st. 

Mr. Aney next. moved a- cut to protest againat the violation of tbe Lee reoommenda· 
tion for giving 13 per cent o[ vacancicll to Indians. During the :year 223 appointment• 
were made, oi whom 13.a went to .Europeans, whHe only 86 to lndians h..~clnding statutory 
natilcs of india. 

Sir Charles Innes replied that on the Slate RaHway betw~n April to FehTU&l'J" 
35 pc!I cent appointments had gone to Europeans and 65 per cent lo lndians and Ul~ 
rea60n wby 75 per C[!Jlto waa not reach\!d was the paucity of mechanical engineers in 
lndia1 but the Gove1nment, [o.Uy mindful. of working up to 76 pe~r cent at tbo earliest 
posaiblc date, were~ making arrangement for mccl.laoical tra.ining and were employing 
European8 tempurarily on short contracts iO that theae appo1ntmenbi did not aUeot pei6 

manent pzopoction ot the tservtcCI. 
Mr. Aney pressed the mol.ioo to division and it was lost by 45 agains.t 434 
The- demand under head "Working Expensee-Adminietrat.ion n wal5 tberefo.ro canied. 

witbou~ any reduction. 

Repairs. and Maintenance. 

The next bead related to the working e:xpcn8C9, repairt and maintenance and operation. 
Mr. Sbunmugbam Cbetti moved a. reuuct10n o! .Ha.. 60 lakhs in the. amount of 10 crorea 
ad-apart for repairs and maintenance charges of Jolting stock. His autbodty for movmg 
thta cnt; was tbe llav.en CowmitU.~1B nport •. Thill ~xuport l.lad cleari:y remarked tllat. the 
upaire were not beiDg carried out ae cconomicaUy as they should be tind t.bat with betlcr 
organisation and better method& of production. lt ihould be p05tible to reduee tbe 
expenses to the level of expcntielt in Eugland. The costa in regard to tocomoth'es were as 
per ceDt higher than in Eoglaud, 100 per ecn-t-lligher in the cue of coaching vebictes and 
another 100 per cent in Ca5e of good& vehicles.- l'lt~se: worked out four and a haU ororet 
higherJ bat he pleaded that the Uovernment should give au earnest ol their intentions to 
adopt the reeommendationa of thiP Committee by agm:1og to at ieaat half a croro. l'he 
motion waa pressed to division and lost. amid&t official applause. 

Tbe total demand under this head namely Bs.. 391G7,00,0JO was t.b.-en carried wltbont 
reda.ctioa. 

Other demands. 
At thi& et-age {D p.m.) guillt line was applied snd other ten htade of the budget 

w.c:te [B5E(d. l.he Cor>gite&l'art)' and in some caEca lllfO tbe Nationalist party cr)'lbl 
h No-n t.ut Dot cba.lltDging a dlVi&i(in. 'It. us a[ter 4: day&' 'VOting lXCtpt that- tho tust 
hud the Bailway Boau.i \\ hich wall ginn a Jedv:ccd ~um ol Rt. 98 out. t~f Hs. V1481000 
tho EaihUJ Budgd, was eanct,Joned in e.ut.irety. The aucmblJ then ad~ouzned.-
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'The Financial Statement for 1927-28. 
The Hnuse re·assembled on the J ST MARCH 1927 to hear thi! spteeb of Sir Basil 

BLAC.:KE'IT on tbe Budget for Ul27-28. No apptt:ciablt: n."duction in taxation Is proposed1 
but the duty on motor car and bides, uport duly on u.a and stamp duty on cheques are 
all to be afftcted. Some of them reduced n~d others abolished. Permanent r~m!tsioo of 
provincia) contributions by 3 and half erores 1e made and Bombay gets the hc.n a share 
wbUe Bengal is re1ieved to the e:tlent of 9 lakhs 1en.vmg 54 lak~s. The actuals of e:z:pen
diture nnd-er military for 1926-27 are exvcctrd to tX~lcd tbe estimates. by 63 lakhs. 

In the course of hie spuch Sir Basil Blackett SfUd :-

Customs n:ceipte are expected to exceed tho edimate by lSO crores, as a rrsult o[ the 
buoyancy of the yield fr(lm sugar and proteetrve duties. 'I' be Proceeds in~ 1925·!lG of the 
sugar dut.y were 71 Jakhs more than for 1924·25 and nearly . doub!e those o~ ltl2S-24, a~d 
were thought to have been inflated owing to the heavy fall m the- world pr1ce of ~ugar 111 
that Jtl\r. But our cautious e~timate of 670 erores for 1926-27 baa now to be rat&ed by 
1.2.5 croree. Pzotective duties on steel in spite of their succus in giving protection have 
proved unupectt:dly tfficacious in bringing in revenue and are now ex peered to prodoefl 
2.85 crores as against an e:&timate of 2.35 cror~s... This represen!s of conr-11e the total 
ptoceedt of tb~e dutieP, not simply the uce&s over what the ordinary revenue dntica 
would have brought Jn. 

Tax~ on Income are now estimatl!d to bring in 29 lak.hs lcra than the Budget e!tircate 
of 16.16 erores, but this is due almost. entirely to- an increase in refunds in connection with 
donble income-tax relief consequent on tbe reduction in the standard rate of income-tax_ 
in Great. Brilaln. 

Our receipts fmm Salt were fully tlp to anticipations up to tbe end of December, but 
the bove, however sfendt>rly bultree&:d, that the new Budget migUt bring a reduction of 
d\lty se£ms to spring tternal in tbe breast of the £alt meiCIJant and the most recent figures 
Mlggest tbat eJearanccs have been :retarded prnding the op~::ning of the Budget., If Eo, the 
ibucb figurta may sh,rw a. eubtitantia1 ttcoveryt but I have telt it prudent to place the 
Jevilll'd ~t.timate at 6.70 croreP) a reduction of 20 Jakhs on the original rst.imate. 

The net rtcdpta from Optom are now estimAtt>d at B.l2 crores, an improvement of 
86 lakhs on the Budget figure. We were nnduiJ' cautious m our forecast of the immediate 
ditct. of our new pohey of re~;trict.lng nports,. while a roor crop sncCieding three aueces
lin b11mper )'tan led to a &&"Ving of 48 lakbs in our payments to cultivators, ete. 

I here Ja no change in the figure of 6,01 crorc:a for Ute Railway contribution, and 
among ether revtnne hods 1 need onJy mention a special JEctipt of iJl lakhs on account 
of German repatation wb!ch npre&ents a payment in resp£ct. of tbe period before l&t. Ap1U 
1926 and does not therefore go direct to reduction or avoidance of debt uDder the proTt• 
!ione of the Finance Act of 1926, 

Expenditure, 1926-27. 
On the Ezpenditure side the most impt~rtant nriations art an excess of 67 lakba in 

the net M.iHtary upenditure. an~ a fa-ving t.f 82 Jekbs on interut on dead-weight debt, 
Tbe latter I& due t.o. the reduction .tn the rate ot inttrest paid on new borrowings. Tbo 
neue on the llhhtary Budget an~~~ main.ly from the uccEs&Hy of increasrd c-xplnditure 
on ponbase ~n~ manufacture of ordinanl!fl and other storl!s &m1Jnntlng to 70 Jakhs. Un~ 
fortunately tht& Ul not a non-rtcnnent but a ncurrrnt increntie f3plainab!e by tile f&et 
that we bo.ve ccme to the end of our rowu to draw c::n the Eo: plus storeell::tt over after 
the War. 

Tbe revb:cd ~t.limate of n.TtLue ccn:<11 lo 130·25 erorts and tbe revf£cd ntimate of 
t~frtditne to 127.16 ctorea as C'cmrand with the oJiginal estlmatt of JS0,4S crores. and 
losO.B8 ~f()na. Tbol! ior the fGUJib J'tnr in tllctn:Eitn we a1e left with a realised surplus. 
ibe ll'VlStd Budgtt of l 9a-27 ~l:ows a bala!lce en the rigbt r;idc of S.,lO crores. 

Thne fign1~s a1e dJawn up on the baia which l:es bttn eu~tcmary lor the purpose 
of !be pttttntatlcn ol tbe Indian Durls~t for many yurs. but, as J;Ointed out by the Publio 
Acconntt lotmithe In lhtlr Rt fOlt t-n I he Aeccunts of the J(Rf 11124·25 tbey do not 
ttrictl' f}:fliklDf, !rpH£rnt ritber the!" QtOfs or the ntt nvenue acd nptuditPre of tb: 
Gonnn:rllt of lncha. A brutk of co-nthnlity is alwa:rs to be CtpHtated. I ban not 
t~cv~bt lt dulrable to d1 pan i~cm tb~ mtthcd of pnennatic,n eanctionrd by ptut pracLiee, 
'rceu: .are_ indttd drawl;acks m tny fotm that might be adophd. Dut that lhe pruent 
1o1m .tP, l~ itme ~&JP, inconvtblt'llt. at:d msy tnn be m.i£JtadiDg ta iJJu!tratcd by our 
!:lftlln;ce l1ll~"26·27. ~n spite oi eo~:sidernble improvtm~nta in the main Itevr-nue brads, 
lt i1ttr7zurprlling to dJICOUr that the rnised ulimate of reve»uc for li.l26-27 eu;:tua.U1 
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llhows & decline of 18 lakbs as compaRd with the origlnai estimate. The explanation haa 
to be found in tbe way In wb1ch Railway figures are brought Into the tigure11 of tlle 
General Budget. Both the rt-ceipts and t·xptonditur~t on Un.ilwas Account, which appear 
as items in the General Budget, arc sublitlintiu.lly lower io. tbe tcviscd 8udget.tllau in the 
original. Yl't the Ra.ilwAy cont-ribution ia e:z:&ct.!y as origimdlt relimatcd twd hall nuder
gone no eban~~::c whatever. 'l'be rcvi&l!d hUrplus t~f 3.10 crol'i-a for 1~:!6-27 iii accnuuted 
for to the extent of rather over 2 cror~B by a Tt!al improvement in our revenue i yet tho 
revised figure for revenue is less tban the origmal. 'l'he figures of net revenue and 
expendit-ure refernd to below give a truer picture in tbia respeet.. On tbe otber band, the 
net figures knd to obscure the magnitude o[ the Gowernm~:nt of lndi11'11 activitie~~ and of 
the ex~nditnre which they and the Auembly control. We muat tnru to the grot& figures 
to get an adequate conception of what tbese are. 

The gross expenditure of tbe Government of India Jnclutling tbe working es:pensee 
,_ o[ the Railways and of tho Posts and Tclt'grapba and Irrigation Dcpartmenb; aggrega.tes 

well over 200 crores. Tbe uact. figure ia 204:.72 crore&. Even thl!l figurt e•cturtea 
certain small items of expt.-nditure wbich are ~hown net-not gto:.a-in our accounts. I 
have not imp08€d on t.he F1nance Depai"tment, 10 wbose loyal aud exacting laboura during 
the Bodget season tbe Government and the assembly and in a apeciaJ d.rg1ee tbe b'mn11ce 
Member are deeply indebkd, the task of arriving at euc~ figurt>a in tbil· counectio~ b'or 
l.be purpose of preaentation of I he facts to the Huuse and tbe couu~ry, tbe gross expendi· 
ture figure of ~04-. 72 crores conveys a su.ffici.fU~IY true picture~ 

The task of working out accurate figurn of our net revenue and expenditure uquirc& 
preliminary decisions on many problematical pomts. for ex.ample, the question ariaca 
whether upendituro on tbe collection of taxes abould &p(Jtar as c;t~enditUrd or as a 
deduction from the rennue raiSl'd by means of tbose taxes; or again, \Vhttuer t.bo interest 
rt:ceived on our advanCf:'s to the Proviuelal Loans Account ethould be treated ne a deduc
tion from our intere~t charge-s or as reventt{"~ Slatcment D of the Budget ecta out the 
fi.gUTes of net revenue and I!'Xpenditure on the eame basis as Jnst year. Accorlling to that 
Statement our net expenditure amounts to 84.07 crores. One fact whicb the tigu.rcs ol 
net revenue and expenditure bring out. with some.vho.t startling Qtearnesa is tbe- exlt::!nt to 
which under the rtfonned constitution tbe activities of the Uovernment of lnttia. have 
been t.raneferred to the Provincial Governmeut.e. the functions of t.he Central Governmtl:Dt 
being limited in t.bc main to the defenco of India, her relations with the c:xterior and 
with tbe Indian Princee, major communicatlonil, t.be Public Debt and the- Currency, somd 
miscellaneous duties in. CQDD~:Ct.ion witb subjoota sucb as sorveyt'1 archaeology and reaearcb. 1 

and the responsibility for general superintendence, direction and control ot the Provincia 
Government a.. 

Debt position. 
In tho :7ear 1926-27, wbile our total debt will have lncreat~ed from 969.04: to 976.Ml 

crores., out sterling debt wiH have decreased from 456.55 to 4.62.40 crorea. Ou.r prodoe· 
tive debt ltiU have inereaaed from 737 98 crores to i73.63 eiOtes1 and our unproductive 
debt will have decrt>ased from 234.06 to 201~71 cron:a~ Satil!ia.ctory as these figures are 
in themselves, they are still more pleating in t.h~ir reaction on our Budget. expenditure 
and on the rate of interest at which we borrow in ludia whether for new capital outlay 
for productive purposes or .for repAyment of maturing debt~ Thanke mainly to our puHcy 
of making rrgolar prov-ision for reduction or avoidance of debt, we borrowed in t.be market 
in India at t.be rate of 4.69 per cent. subject to income·tax in 1926 aa compared wltb 6 
per ce-nt ta:z:~free in 1!122, and tbe chn.rge on t.he Budget of H+:n.28 for interest on dead
weight debt ia about 5 and half crores Jess than it wu in 192S·2.J:, a aaving conaiderablt 
larger than the total amount of our present provision for reduction or avoidance ot debt. 

Budgt-t eatimatea for 1921·28-Revcnue.. 
The ground is now cleared for t-he presentation of the figures of revenue and expendi• 

tnre of 19:27-284 1 put the net revenue from Customs at 49.15 crorca1 an tncreau of 
2.7!5 croree over the original estimate and of 1.46 croret over tbc revfaed estimate for 192G .. 
27. Allowance has be~n made for a teduction of about tO Jakba in tbe teVE'nne ftom 
protective duty on alcel owing to tbe e11ect of the new Steellodo.stry Protection Bill. It 
is wise to anticipate some ret.!uction 1n the imports of sugar a-a compared witb the Yef7 
high figures: of the past two ;y~rs. The reductions under tbe50 two beada ahould1 how.
ever, be eompensateo for by the normal growth of revenue under other beads. 

Under t.be head of 'Taxes en Jncoml!',• 1 pat our net receipts at 16.b0 crorea wblcb it 
85 lakbs more than the Budget figure: lor the current year and 66 lakba more t.ban tbe 
revieed ea~imate. :I'he imptovement under this head Ja d.no 111 part t-o tUghtl7 mort 



THE LEGlSLAllVE ASSEMBLY 
profitable trade g<llOially ami !n part to tho substitution of tex-eobjee~ for ta&-hoo 
Uovernment of India secorltie8. · -

The original estimate of revenue from nlt duty for 1926·21 was 6.90 crorea and I put 
t.he figure fol·-1927-2:8 ato 7 crom, the increase being iuetllied on the Oasis-of the noJmal-
growr.n in coosumptiou. • 

Under the bead •Opium' we have to allow for a reduction of tO per .:en~ m our exporta· 
in aeooldanco with the policy anuoonced last year. On the other hand, the oonaiderable
nduct.ion which bas been elleeted in the area· of cultivation ourtails our outgoings. 1 put 
tbe figure tor gross revenue from Opium. at s.ss crores, which ia 3D Jakh111 lesa tban·the
reviHd. figure for the current yEar, and tho expenditure at 91 lakhl whiCh 1a 16· la_khB
leae than the figure in tbo :revl!ed estimate. for l\126-27. The net rcve.nue will accord:mg• 
lJ be 2~92 arona as compared with 5,12 orores In the current year~ 

tbe n-et 1eoeipte from Ba.Hways for 1926·26 wen eonaiderably below tboiCf- tor 
1924..26 and in tpite of the inenued value of 1 per cent on tbe capital charge, the 
contribution falls from 6,01 ermea in 1926-27 to 6.48 crorea in 1927·28~ 

Our receipts under other head'S of revenue are estimated at 16.70 oror!S, being; a. 
reduction of L'l4 crores from thQ original eat.imate for 1926-27. Thill estimate as&Ume&· 
tbe OODtinuaDce, peodlng the inauguration of the Reserve Bank1 of tbe present praot.ioe• 
ef crediting to Jevsua the excesa over £4.0 aiiHion in the Gold tiitandard B~wve and.- tbe 
iDcome from investments of the Paper Curreno;r Reserve. The amount of these reoeipLB 
hal, of cou.m; been dimi.Diahed. aa t.be result of the reduc~ion botb of tbo sterling and of. 
the Government of Innis rupee securities in the latter Ree:ene. 

Our total estimate of re-venue fol' 1927·28 comca to 128.96 crores as collli- &red with 
an original estimate of U0.4S croret for l~26p,7 and a reViled estimate of 180.26 crone. 

Expenditure. 
I eaLim"te our net military expenditure for 1927-28 at 5i..9J crorea, or almost t.be · 

aame figure u the ongioal military eat.imate for 1926-27, but S5 lakba leas than the revised' 
Jiguro tor that ytar. The dieappearauoe of poa-twar charges for demobiliaed oflicera 
ac::connta for a saving of 6l lakbs, bnt this is counterbalanced b7 the extra provldon· 
nt:ceeaaq for the expansion of the Air For~ by incruaed expendttnre on improving the·· 
bantu:k accommodation for both British and lndian tioopa, a-nd by tho necessity 1or an~ 
additional Olltt&y of 90 lakha o.n ordnance and other at.orea to 1fhich 1 hava already aUodect; 

Civil upendit.are. 

The moa\ &igni£caut varfatiOB 1n oar civil expeuditurc from the figures of tlie current"' 
year oocura under the head 'lntett'tt- on deadweight dobt,' which 1 pat a\ 10,6S crores aa-:
compared wit.h 12.63- crou!a iu tbe Budget lor the cqrrent rear. 1 ba1e already drawn·· 
attention to the wa1 In which oar 1tead3 adhetenee to t.be poliey of making regular 
provision for zeduotion and avoidance of df:bt and confining new borrowiage to produot,ive 
pu.rpOBeB in briDgiDg in au annual dividend to tbe tax-payer in the shape· of a progres
lively inmt&iiug tavtng in tbe charge tor interest· OD dead-weight debt. ~b&aaving ill• 
grou interest Chargea J8 not less atrikiug aod tbe people of Indta are aecuring year by-. year,. 
m addition to the tax·payf:ra• HviDg on int.cru~ on dead-weight debt, all tba advanr.agea• 
of lower iotereat cbatg(B- on lbe capital which is being newly ln'Vt&ttd in pJodacUv&> 
WOJ ka of development. 'Ibis ben-t: fit. ia leU, alike by the ltaUways,- the lrrlgat.ion and- th~ 
Foren departmt.nts, and lhe hol'incJal Gouromcnt& aa. a whole to wbom au tmpronmen\-
iD. the c_rtLht of the Goummeut ot India brings a much· valued boon in bringing .down~the-; 
rate ofmteze~t they have-to pa.;y ou the eum• boriOwed·by ~from the Pzovinoiai·LoaiNr 
b~Dild or dirc.ot from the market. 

Beneficial aenicea,. 
For the last two yean, the Government of India ha.-ve been seeking sradvall;y to 

rt8t0l'o tome of the cuta made on the advice of tho Retl'encbment Committee in the 
G-ovel'llment of India's expendittuo on benefieial Eerviete. It ia- no !"~flection on tb& 
Betn~ebment Committee to fRJ t.bat tome of tbe cots were lhort·Bigbted. TemporatJ. 
apedtenta had to be adupttd in t.be nexiitlcg financial· altuat.ion, 1t was- ab&oJutel-;y~ 
ctaenti&! tha'- upenditure eh-culd be r~duCld and it 1B to the Jaboura Of that Committee 
that we owe our prueot abiiit.y to take a tomewhat longer view, Among tho new it.eml 
otc~ptndaure, which have bu-n approved by tho Standing .Finance Committe.-, 1 would 
dn.w tpeotal au~:ntlon t.o the tin-year p1ograrume tor tbe c1pansion ot education: in the 
Fr~ntier ho~incea ana (li.hrr tcrtlturics dneot17 admini&LCJ'ed b1- tbC Governme-nt ollndia, 
Tbia progt":Jllmc wu Grawn up by tbe- Dt:cpattlk&t of Educat.io.o, litaith ana Landaoa 
t)lo ou81"""" o1 til& !fiJIAn .. Department ami 1.,. wo hopa1 <>Dl;r tho -of a..,.;,. ·OI-
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.-rqmmmee retating'to the other &Ctivfnea or that D"p&rtmeut wbfob largely moDopoU
i&el the privilege, eo far aa the Government of India tt oouaerued, of watahing ovet' tboae 
oomparatively- few aervtoea which have not been traoahrrred to tbe Provincial Gonru· 
ments, where upenditme ia directly and ob'Yioualy related tG the Adv&noement of the 
aoolal welJ·being of tho masses o! t.be people.. The p-rogram:uea for a-id1tional expenditure 
on sanitation &nd. other services are not yet rudy. though tndiflio.al ltama of new 
expenditure on their servicea are ino1nrlafl in the cstimatet for 1927·'28. Tbe educational 
·programme whicb extcnda up to 1991~32 involve&, doring the dve y~an, an a.ct.liito11al 
-uou.recorrlng upenditore of 2'9 and three fourth la.kb.B and a reearrine exp .. nfliture, 
rising gmdually from i lakbs In 1927-28 to 10 oud b&ll lakbalo 1931-Si. Tha total 
amount of additional expenditure for the year J927-2S ia just undf:r 12 1a.kht. 

Post &ud Telegraphs, 
Tbe .Jndtan ·Postal and Telegraph Department is_ at the Rouse it awaM, trated not 

.ua-ptOtit-earntng inatitntiou but aa an orgauisatiou whoae energies are directed to euppl7• 
lug postal and telegraph fal)ilitics to the general public in sa full a m.8sure at t1 
compatible with the foodament.al prinoiple that the D,}partment abonld not be a burden 
nn the gt':'nt·ral taxpayer. Under normal oondittona, the .working nf)f"n~ llUd in.tereat 
ebargea sboald ~ as nearly at poeeib1e_ the same aa the gro ~• revenUe of the Dttpartmeut. 
With the gradual improvement lD trtum, it is permf&sible to hops thllt the revenuee will 
grow to .an extent &ufBcbo:nt to show a sabstantfal enrplos over working f!XJ)e:Dte and 
jnterett obarga. 1But that happy state of aftalra ia not- yet actnlly in sight. It it 
.cleat, therefore, tbat any important redaction in tbe present postal and tel~graph n.tea 
canuot be stoured wU.hout saddling the general taxpayer with the necculty of paJiDg a 
bea.,. 8Ub!lidy. 

_In tbe ease of the Ind~Ecropean Tel~>grapb D~tmrtment, tbe e~tlmated net ntu1t:l 
Qf workinJ in ·1927·'28 sbo"W a smaUloe of S 1akha \'V'bfeh is aHghtly mnre than the figure 
in the current year. 

Our 1!18tlmate of the aggregate expenditure of the Goyemment for 1927·'18 come• to 
12546 oroTes. Otu' estimate of reveuae on thtL Wla of exiating taxation U, 11 -Already 
ttated, 128~96 croree, fftnltlng fn a aarplua of 8.70 arona. 

fhe eorplua of 5,'70 crore• for 192?-1!8 fa arrlvM at OD the &1Jaamptton that the!'e will 
1Je no departnfe -durlng the yeaT from the established rate of ezch&uge of 1 a. 6d. per 
npee. The Honse wtU1 1 know, de.lre to be informed wbat effect a redaetion of the rate 
of exchange from le. 6d. to 1a. 4d. would have on the Budget figures which I have pre
,.ented. It Is by no means _easy to ar.rhe a\ an aeou.rate estimate. In • statement wbtob 
il being otrculated to-day, tbe many and various oonafderattfln& wbiob h'•e to be taken 
into account fn order to show the e«eot or a t&inotion to ls. 4d, on tha Budget for 1927· 
28 are set out in some detail. The t'!ffcct on the Borlf!:etl for the foHo\Yinll y~&ra fa alao 
COtt&irlered fn the same ata.temflnt. The couelusion arrived at i• tbM Oo the a•sumpUon 
that durtag the year 1921·28 It will be unnec:essary to ·compensate any Government 
employees in any way for the lou of approximately ll JM"T nent. in the value or their 
wages. the reduction ot tho ratio to 111. id. wonld result in 1927·281n A total worsening 

· ot oor polltfon by 5.26 crordJ,. I do not feel that tt Ia my duty ~..fay on behalf of the 
Coverumcot to make -suggestions how the resulting dedoit of LlHS crorea abould be 
p>m!ded for. 

Cb&oges In tuatlon. 
The surplus of 8.'10 orores is arrived at on tbe basis of the exiatfnl! level of taxUon. 

With 6.45 orores of Provincial coutrlbotiou apart from BengaJ'a contr1butlon of 6! lakbs) 
ttiJI unliquidated, it is obvions that we cmnnot afr,-,l'd to give away any lmpol'l-ant portion 
iJf the sarplot in tedaet.ion of Uxation if we are tc Hve up to o11r dee!aud inf.fmtlon of 
directing our financial polfoy t.o tb~ nduetfoo and euntoat exUnotion of tha Provincial 
contributions as soon &I may be. We are, thP:retore. nllt yet In ft. JJ"~&itfon to make tall 
vee of the valuable report of the Tnation Enquiry Committf'e wbo~~e n>eommendaUont 
tbe Government and the coantry have bPPQ etodyiniZ daring the plltt ynr, I t~l:all, [ 
bope, have tbe approval of the Hooae in aaying that oar IZenflm.l pnlfoy ll8 rP~r'luvh taxa .. 
tlon ought to be rlirtoted firat toward• a more equitable distriba.tJon of ita iooid.u~. eG 
far u that may be attainable with doe tt"aard to the ot.ht!r CAnons of tasat.inn~ and tbo 
abolitloo of thoae impoata which are obnoxious in principle. sac.lt •• some or the nittlng 
uport dotiee. and that, wbm oar finances permit,. we ehaald aim at a Rr&dord ndaetlon 
of taxation to a level wblob will givP some ·N>li~f to the ta'lt~pa.~r nnff fi"Ava a larger 
margin avatlab1e for the Provluoial Gov<"mmenta' ne+ms. Once the Provincial contribtl• 
·itona have been exttngniebed, wo •haU ftnd ounelves in a freer atmcnophere fn whlob -we 
.\lAD <ODBidat the q ... tton of taxation enttr•l7 or almoot ent!rel7 from the atandpotm ql 
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the Central Adminlatratinn. With a surplus of 9.10 ororea, t.be Hoas& wUJ, I think, not 
desire 118 to propos9 additional taxstlon for tho paroase of increasing the surplus~ In 
1927-28 therefore, we eJearly canu"lt do more thau eif•}Ct minor changes, the net reatllt& 
of which will uot be aerioasJy to modify the surplus of revenue over expenditure. 

Export dat7 on hide«. 
The ftrat propoMis which I haft to -pot befoN thA House in regard to tautfon aifedt 

two of our rxiating nport duties, tba oxpm-t; duty on hirt"s and the exp.,rt dnty on tea. 
The P.Xport dot,y on htd~s has been ooorlemnt!d by tbq .Fito'll CommiSAfoo and the Taxation 
Enquiry Committee as wrong in prlncip1e and dang~rous in eft'ee~. Tbe traQe Ia at present 
fn a depn'&Sed conrtitiou and the Government have for 180111& years &P.tm. no jutifieation for 
tba retention of the duty except on purely revenue grounds~ Tile ez:port duty on Skins, 
which fa o;te:u tn aome of tbe same obj,.ctions, Ia both more productive and leP posttivelJ' 
harmfo) tban tbe export duty oo bidE'S, and we do not feel that we are In a position this 
ynr to propose ita rf>duetioo or abolition. We do. however, propose the Immediate aboli· 
tion of the export daty on bides involving a loas of 9 lakbs of revenue~ 

Export duty on ts. 
The export da~y ou tea bri~ in anpro::dmately 00 lakba a year. Onr finances 

cleatly do not permit of its abolition anl~ we oau find some means of compensating oar .. 
eelv.es tor tha- J6'8 iDvolved. Fortunately, we are 1n a position to make a proposal which 
will seenr<s tbe disappmro.nce of tbe IPXDort daty on tea with no ultimate lou to the 
TeVf'nne and at the same time other definite advantages to the producers of tea. The tea 
companies &1'8 now aneued to tncome~tax on 25 per oent. only of their total profits, the 
halaoee bPing TPJrn;rded. at &ll:tlealtural Income and therefore not liable to income--tax. 
The prnport.foo of 25 per cent. was bu&i on iroperf.ect data. and !Rter enquiries show that 
the nnn·Ael'i<wltural profits of the tea cnnrp&niqg am.oant to at least 60 per cent:. of the 
whole". Tb~ GovernmPnt, therefo~ proposq tbat the export duty oo tea abould be abolish
ed and that t.be tM compaaiii'!S shoulrf in future be as'U!Sied to fneome.taz: at 60 per cent.. 
of their totalnM; fncnm'\, snblP.Ot to the proviso that w~re there ia a .. market for green tea 
and the non·a~rlooltoral profits can be enetJ:r ucertained, income-tax ahou.ld be assesnd 
on thfl totAl of soeh n-on-agrieoltnml proflt.. Tbe ah·'llltlon of that export duty on tea. 
eost1 'OR 60 lakhs. We PX'Pf"Ct to get an addit.iotml 45 fakhl from income·ta.x on the noa· 
agrleoltural profits in 1927-28 rising to 60 lakhs In 1928-29. 

Import duty ou motor can, etc. 
The un:t propnsal which the G3.amment have to make ia one which wUI1 I hope, be 

univl'n:ally popular. Wa propose that the fmoort doty on motor cara abonld be reduced 
frnm SO pu ~nt. tn '20 'P"'I' Ot>nt:. "Rtl vA.10l'f"m~ and t.he import daty on tyree from SO to 
16 f~Pr C4'Dt.. Aftf!r making allowa.nct'! for the atimolua to imports which tbte reduction of 
dot., b1 f'XPI'O'"Prl to ~iv,.1 I f"llt.ima~I'J the cntt of thia pt'opnai.l at 10 lakha only. The 
rM"nctlnn iA in acenrdanel'!: will the vi!'!wa or· the Tnxa.t.fon Enqotry Committee which 
ri~ht.ly rll'l'w at.tf>lltinn tnt~ impnrtanee of II'IDMumging thftdevelopm.eut of motor trans .. 
port in lnrlia. N"Pit.bP.r t.hA Government nor, I think, the Hou~e would feel perturbed H 
thf> Provincial G<-lvPrnmAnts seizBd the opportunity of thia redu~tfon ot the import duly 
to fmpop "Provincial taxation on the usPrs of motor cars for the improvement and develoP"" 
ment of thetr systems of road commnnlcattoa. 

. Import duty on robber seeds. 
There wm be fonud included In the Ffnano'! Bill a proriaion for l'emoving to the list 

of arUcles whfcb can be tmportert frea of duty rubber BeMa and robber stamps. which are 
at J)l'f't1ffit snhj~ to a duty ot US ~r coot. uad valorem.n The proceeds of this duty aM 
fncom.fderable but it fa hampering au important adolesctmt induatry in Bttrma whose 
pmriuetton promi•@& to become &n increalringly valuable ttero fn nor export trad~. The 
OovPrnment of Burma hllve m•de a ~p~cbd represent&tion to the Govarnment of India In 
iupport of tbia concenion. We are very glad to be in a po:sition to meet their wishes. 

Stamp Daty on Obeques. 
I have one more pro-posal to make for rettoet.ioo, The Go•emment have decidfd 

to M(!(Opt thfl! "ffirommendatlon made lnrtApendenUy in se.vera1 quarters aud endorsed bv the 
C~neney Onmminton tbat the &tamp do.ty on. oheqnfl& should be abolished. With a 
vtew lo tht'l dnelnpment of the bRnking hflbft in rnrlia, we propose at the same time 
to abnli"h the do.ty ou other "BH1a of Exchange pavable on dP.mand~ For the mollle'D8t 
we do not nropose tM abolition or the stamp duty on Bme of E:rohange not payable on 
demand wbfnb. requires farther consfderatfon and wtll involve a. ton of about 26 lakht 
of revenue. It will be desirable that the abolition of the atamp duty on oheqo,. an4 
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other BUJa ot Exobange payable on demand 1hoald not oome [uto toMe uuttl the lit of 
Ja.ly nez:t in order to give the b.anks time to mak>J the n~uary preparations. Ttte coR 
of the abolition of the da.ty on cheques tn a fo.U year will be 7 lakba bat It utlmated. 
to amount for the nine mouth& in 1927·28 to a lak.hs only. Thie lou falls 011 the 
Provincial Governments but does not make any very m&terlal dlffnenoe even to tbon 
Goftrnm-eota mab as Benpt and Bombay. wb,.l'a the bulk of the duty le collected. In 
theve oiroamata:D.oe&, the Government do not think it ueoeaaaey to oompeolllte the Ptovlu· 
oial Governments for the temporary lou of revenue involved1 part.l7 1u. view of the 
relfef which wltl be given ·to those Government in other directions. u the Roue wilt 
pusently observe1 and pa-rtly because we hop& to be in a poattlon a year hea.eo to bring 
forwanl proposals for • division of tbe Stamps Hu.d into OeDtral and Provincial, ooupJal 
wtth a revision of tba Devolution Btdea wbioh wlll fully make good to the ProYlaeee 
what they will give up undtu the head ' 1 Stamps." The: OOBt of abolishing the doty ou 
other Billa of Exchange payable on d~mllnd will fall on Central Revenues, but wiU nol 
be conaiduable, and 1 have fdt it unnecessary to make any apeolal provision for ft. 

Import Da~1 OD Tobaooo, 
Apatt from the lou of & Jakbs owing to tho aboUtion of etamp duty on ohequet 

which wtU not affect the Central Government.ll Budget, the propoettd redact1ou1 and 
changes in tautton involves n diminution of our re'fenue by 24 Jakh1. In order partially 
to cover tbia lou, the Government propose to increase ths import duty on unmanuraotot'ed 
\obaeco from Re. 1 to BB. l..S per lb, an inartase which te folly justified on ltat1atio&l 
grounds and white giving some nddiUonat production to Indian grown tobaaeo, will-not 
materially affect the Indian- cigarette industry which il now in a strong poaitton. I e:r:peat 
to obtain 18lakba from tbia ao~ . \ 

The net efteet of these measure& on our eatimat.ea for 1927·28 will be • reduotiOD. 
of 15llakba under the head Oostomst and an lnora11e or 45 Jaltb1 from Tama ou Iuooma, 
with the reanlt that our aurploa will then atand at S•&i ororea. 

ProvlnGial Oontrtbutiona. 
The natural use of a. recurring surplua ts to reduce Provtualal oouttibutlona. I pro

poae,-and I am anre tl1at the Bouse will uuntmou&ly agree-that our aarplat should be 
devoted to a permani!nt reduction by 8 and half erorea of the Provincial conttibutlou 
dfltributed in atriot accordance With t.he proviBiona ot the exiat1ug Devolo.tiou "Rolet. 
This will leave only 1·95 ororea of the contributiona uuumltted, m:oludiug the Bengal 
contribution. Bengal is entitled to a ab&re tn tho reounin(t remiaalon of S aud half orore~ 
to the extent of 91akbs, so that her contnbution of 6! laK:ba will be Tedueed to 10 1&.\ht. 
Aa, however, Bengal will not be paying any oontrlbution du.1'ing 1927·281 the actual colt 
to tbe Government of India of the permanent remission of 8 aud llAlt orora ~f the 
Ptoviooial contributions will amount Ollly to S-41 orora in 19Ua28. 

Unfortunately the amount of our surpllll it not auftlcieo.li to enable ua to ma.bt a 
clean sweDp of all the Provincial contributions. It falls abort of the amount reqo!l'ed by 
1•81 crorea. It is au fntere&Ung -coincidence that the deft.olency Is approx1mately t"qoat 
to tbe amount of ravenna. sacridol!d a year ago wben the Cotton Exci8fl Daty wa11 remfttfd# 
Even more unfortunate ta the f&ot that the- perrn&unt Nmission of I and ba1f crorea1 

while bringing weloome relief to every Provia~. luva 87 lak.ba out of 8ornbay't OOU• 
tribution of 66 laths atill unliquidated. The Bombay Gonrnment'a Budget 111 I am 
aorry to aay, in a very ans&ti8factory state. Bombay la faced wit:h a oomld11rable reaHIAd 
defioi~ on the working of 1926a27 aud ia under the -shadow of a farther eatimatM dafioil 
o( 61 lakha in 19.27a28 on other than Development transaction~, whtob will be 1'edaoed 
to 82 Iakha by the remiaaiou ol 19lakha of her contribution, tbia being Bombay'a share 
of the 8 aud balf crorea. Tbe Bombay Government han made a very strong appeal 
for help to the Government of India. U il needlttaa for -oa to embsrk upon a orftto.l 
examination of tbe cauaea ot Bombay'• dfffieultlea. Even tboa&h we might bt tnolined 
not to acquit Bombay altogether ol reapoolibilfty in thtt matter, we moat tn fatroeu 
recogniae that the existing D!Volntion Rule 15 regarding the grant to tb~ Protinca, of 
an intereat to the proceed11 ot Tax~ ou Incom'\ whfoh waa dtafgned for the benefit of 
Bombay and Bengal in partfcoJar, ha1 altojte:tber failed in It• t)Drpoae. Any apaaht 
claima Bengal might have urgM in this connection have bl'ft Uqui:fat.ed by the re}l~f 
already accorded j she bas boon R~llefed. (rom t922a29 onwards of the paym~t of any 
part of her annual contribution of 63 Jakbs, a gift of the ag~l'P.gatG vain" of S·t6 ororet 
up to Slat March 1927. The only correaponding gift ma--le to Bnra:hll}' wat aapeolal 
noo~recarrJng rednet.ion of her contribution of 22 lakha for the year 19U.2& only. 

In these olrcDmatancee, the Government ot India have been convinced that a ~elJ 
•fOOlal el!ort ought to II< madellll937·28 on Bomh•1'• behalf, We are -,uUJoonvillce4 

tO 
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. o1 tho tnnpe<!ltnoy o1 altering &be oxtatlng Davolotlon Bola lot the dletrlbullon o! relief 

among the Provincea in a way which would belp Bombay at the expen10 of other Provin
ces. Some other solation must be found and the Government of India. propose to find it 
by having recourse w the realised eurplu of 1926-a?. This amounts, aa 1 bave already 
:atated to !NO orores.. Aftt!r eareflll consideration, we have decided that the beat way 
cut or' our difficulty wUI be to use a part or this aorplu for the porpoBe of :remitting the 
whole of tbe remainder onbe Provincia) oontnbuttoll& for the year 1921·28. Thla proce-

. dme will permit ua to meet Bombay'~: needs in fall menme and enable her to balance her 
Budget for J927·i8 without in any way infringing the righta or arouaing tbe resentment of 
any of the other Proviueea. Oa the contrary, it will bring them additional and welcome 
wief It will carry wltb It tellef to all the Provineta from anyliabll!tJ to pay ••1 
contribution to the Central Govemment in 1927~28. I may add in order to make the · 
atory completf:, that we propose also to relieve OoOJg of her contribution of 1\8. 12,000. 

These measures will esbaust the snrptus in the Central Oovemmmt'e Budget for 
-192'1·28 and reduce to 1.29 ororee the estimated surplua in the revised Bodgtrto of 1926-27. 
The p.ropoaala ao far made ng&rding the Provincial contrlbutiona. wbile fuUJ meeting 
:Bombay's needs for 1927-28, do Dot.hing to make up to her fot tho diaappolntmmt of ber 
expectations :regarding a share in tbe proceeds of ta:r.ee of Inoeme under Devolution Rule 
16 in the paat. year. l.D order that the Bombay Gonmment m&J not feel that we are deaf 
to her elatma on this accaunt, we propose fnttber that a &am ol 28 lakba out of tbe sttil 
rtmalning surpltu~ for 1926-27 -should be dnoted to relieving Bombay of oue-baif of her 
contrtbotton of 66lakba for the a.orrent year. We propose to couple tbli special con06-
aion with \he conditiOn that her lJudgt>t for 1927 .. 28 &ball ahow a balanoe on the right. 
side. I am glad to know from the ftgores of the Bombay Budget presented in the Bombay 
Legislative OounoU lui week, lhat thm> Ia every prospect o! thle condition belDg 

.&ll.iafled. 

. _ TPete mnaioa a sam of toOl ororea atiU left unallocated out of the realised aurplu 
oi192S.27. I have already obBerved that tbo luangnration ol lha lleaetve Bank In 
1928-29 may oa.uM some temporary dimlnotion of the Central GovemmentYa revenue. 
It would be undesirable, ff we can avoid it to make any apectal call on the taz·pa,er for 

·the pQfPO&e of tiding over temporary Budget dimcultiea connected with the financing 
·of the new· Gold Bolliou Standard and Reserve Bnk. Tbo Gourn1nont acoordingJy 
propose to· utilise the remainder of the noatieed &Dtf)lua of 1926.27 aa a nest egg either 
for tbe pnrpoBO of relieving the Bndgete of lil28-29 and 1939-80 of temporary cbargea 
inoJde.nt to the inauguration of the n~w currency ayati!:m or for the purpose of increasing 

·the atungtb of the roervea to be handed onr to the Reserve Bank as cover for the nott
ilau.e or for both purpoaeat aOOCirdlng as circumataucea dictate. 

Revenuo Reserve~ 
Tbe procedure which we propose ia to Open a apeeial Deposit .Account and pay fnto 

·it the whole of the realised surplus for 1926--27.. In the estimated receipts for 1927~28, 
there would he iDcluded a payment from thla Account to ravenue of the aum required to 
balance revenue and expend~ture in 1927~28, on pl'eaent figures 1•81 ororea~ The amount 
finally credited to reveuae m 19.2.'1·28 would, however, be not this exact amount but such 
tom u mmy ultimately prove Dteea&ary in order to bridge whatever the final gap may be 
between the ezpenditure for the yeaT and thil ordinnry reTenue, apart from this assistance 
from the special r-eserve. In order that thia may be done the GoTernment propose to tbe 
H-oose, at 'be tJme wbm the Finance Bi11 ia taken into CODsideratioo a special IDpple-
•nt.ary estimate covering the tranafer to the surp1ue of 1926-2'1. • 

I desire to emphasise olearly the fact that tbe non~recurrent remiS&fOD of the Provin· 
oial COlltributlon• must be regarded u definitely tempo:raty, so tbat if a. ncorriDg 
turploa :Ia not available a year hence sufficient to enable ua to make tbia rem:lsaion per· 
maneut, it will be necessary either to resto-re the temporarily remitted contributions 
wholly or in part or else to propoBS fre&h ta:r.atiou. 

The House will recognise tbat even thongb the Govemmen.t are formally eaf~gaarded 
against the accusation of coontiDg unhatched chickens by the provtaton that tbe final 
portion of tbe Provincial contrlbotions fa remitted for one year only they are clearly 
taking tbe rl&k tbBt if the mon11000 of 1927 ta apecinUy unfavourablt", b~tb the Govern .. 
ment and the Boo~, RDtl in a Bpeolal degree tbe Finance Member will be faced nuc 
Jt&r with difBcultiea which wtll in a measure he aelf.impo&ed. 1 

mi .olU' propo~ala are alto opt-n to aDother objection which J should be the laat to 
nnnHe. They inTOlve a divemon of the realisrd surplus of 1926~27 lrom :Ita proper 

!'PP.~ie&tiou to tbe nd.aotion or a 'fOidance of de~ The Bouae wm, 1 am eure, do me the 
~utice of recogub!lnj! that i have not ~Q bockwald In IDafatinl! on tho v!It~es ot 



z . .W.. ·~11 THE FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR r927-28 sts 
l~otneaB and purism in the matter of debt redemption. My defenoa for thfe Japse from 
'VtrLu_e ~ust be that complete liquidation of our ~iabiliUta to the Province~ in lei~ of 
ProvmeJal cou.trJbudona is a VerJ big prize1 JU&t.ify~ug a ve11 tpealaJ dfort, &Dtl tba~ a 
tuceealion of reaU!red 11utplG8ea baa ena.bll:d ue to outdletanco our own fiz.td programme of 
debt udempfJo:El in the laat few yean, aDd that tbc fixed programme rematl18 uumOOified 
ud lnvohea ua lD any 0888 in a charge of &•12 crorea lor reduction or avoidance of deb' 
in 1927-~ We can, 1 think• jut~tifiably make this coneuaion without deoying ocr 
principles, in order to secure \be advantagt~ for India, economic and aoolal and the stimu .. 
lua to the 6uccessfut working of the reform&, which will ~ow from the reli!!.:ae of 5•4& crone 
of revenue tu tbe Provincea for npeoditore on tboae nation~buUding aenicea which all 
true friends of India and of the &forma have ao deeply at beart. 

- Fi:Dally, we should not be unmindful ot the fac~ that so long u Provincial eontrlbu• 
tfona remained unliquidated, the oaco.rence of a bad momoon, w hiob would a11eet Pro-
vincial finances more directl7 and more se-verely t.hau Central finances, would make tho 
position of the Central Government an une&SJ onc in the face of demands from the Pro· · 
"finces for aseiatanee from the Central Budgetw-a stattl of a1fatre wbicb wiil be fundamental .. 
ly changed once we have eta11ed to exaat any contribution~. From tbe standpoint of oa.r 
Ways and M.e&DII Budget, the complete release o1 thtt Provincial coutributioua make leu 
difference than might at fuat eight be expected. It 1a improbabJe that the Provinen 
wUlfind It expedient to embark immediately on. heavy additloual upenditDftlt aa time wtU 
be nquired for working out plans and ptogrftmmta.. Indeed, to far as tbe year 19:11-28 ie 
coneerued1 I anticipate that the mrploa of 1926·.27 will, in eft-=ct. remain In our ba.aooet 
and be available temporarily for the avoidance of debt, ao that tbe amount. of new money 
wbioh wo ahaU a5k for from the market, when we ilaue our Rupee Loan in tbe: summer, 
wm not be mcreaeed as a .result o1 these propoalB. 

Let mo IUDl up ,tbe Government'& plADs for dealing with the aurpiUI of 1926-'1 and 
192'1 .. 28.. The current year's sarplus of 8•10 erorea wm be red aced to 2'8:1 croru by tbe 
epeolal reminion of: 28- Jakhs of the Bombay Goveromeut'a contrtbutloa for U:J:l&-21.. 
Tbia aum of 2·82. mores will he tranarerred in its entirety to a special reaerve eo tbat tbe 
tevi&ed estimate for the eurnnt. year wiU not exblblt either a revenue aurplu.e o.r a aefiott. 
Tbe next year's BUlplaa of. 8•6!: crorea will be npplemented by euoh a'llm1 at preent 
estimated at. 1.81 crorea, u may be requirfd to be uanererred from tbtt iipecilllinene In 
ozde:r that the ou~turn ot the year lif27·28 ma1 ali!O show nettber a deficit nor a eurpJae. 
Tho oredit balance in the epeeist :re&erM at tho oloae of 1927·28• at preeent ~•ttmated M 
J1Jl croree, wW be kept iD. band as a neat qg for use bto connection with tbeiuaugua• 
tton of the new Gold BuUion Standard and Reserve Bank. 

Couolod!Dg tbel!'iu"""" Member oaid :-
Eaob of the tbzee I!Ddgeta laid before tbe Becood A11embly WBI not ouly balanced at 

the Ume of ita introduction bat hae presented lndJa wttb an appreciable realiled aorplue 
1d reve»ue over upmciiture. The neceuiL-7 of reducinrc the salt tax rrom Re. 2t8 t.o Ra. 
14 per maund in tho Bodget of 1924.·25 poatpDDed the beginning of the :remtsaion of tne 
Provisalal oontributioaa. The Budgets for 192li·26 and 1926~211 relieved finally of the 
uncertaiDtiea of BaUway FJnance bl' the eeparat-ton of the RaUwa7 Budge~ from the 
Genua! Budget, dkcted a nductiOD in the Provincial conU1buUona amounting to 8..16 
worea or, it tbe Budget contribution be incladtd, a reduction from 9.81 crorea by 4.88 
CJOI'et to &.46 croru. In addition, the Budget for 19lll6·21elgnalised the demin at the 
lllllameuted Cotton Exciae Daty. ln the fi.m; Budget, thil :Jew AsRmbJy bu before 1C 
propoeals for the complete u.teDtion, at an7 rate iO tar u the 1ear 192:7·28 il concerned, 
of the Ptovinaial contributions. 

1 aecoont it a great at.roke of good fortune for myself and a happy augury for the 
financial work of the new .Aasembly that itl 6~ Bud&$ abou1d he the firat elnco the 
&forme in which our reveuuea are independent of auiacanoe from tho protburial ta:r:• 
payer. Enr tillce the Beformt were iDaogurated the PrOYinclal oouttibut.iooa havo ~A 
a mlllltone round the DeOk both of the Central Government and of: tbe Provincial Govern• 
meDta of India poisoltiDg their mutual rcJationa and hampering their onrJ aottou. 
The-ir q,ualit.y even mom than their amou.ot, has atraintd tho rcsourcea of: t:be giver 
and the patitnce. of tba n:alpien$. They have brous:ht canes, Dot blen1ngt, bot.b to him 
who has giveD and to him who hae taken. 7he yeat' 192-7·28 tete lodta tree from. 
&bil moabu. 

It I& troe that final and complete freedom hu atiU to be won and that we are &till 
relJiDI OD the Budget 01 1928-29 to COD&OHdate the grouDd DOW oocupied. Tba Je&l 
betole aa must be dcvoted to a further and final efrort. to thla end. But meanwhile the 
l'roviDcial GOTemmeote wUl bave at t~1r immediace dtapoea! Jug. additional te&Otttefl 
aud thq CAll '""' conllden~l7 to the work ollfamiUJ proj<:oll foz the adDucemeu\ ot lilt 
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well-being of their citizens. Govemmenhl aud, in particular, Finance. Department-, a~ 
nen Fi~~:ance lttmben, are often taunted with being heanJeea and 1nbuman, and ft lB 
doubtleas dtffiCillt and occaatonall;r dangeroo&, to wax tenUmental over figurea. There ta 
nothing to capture &be imagination or atir the emotiona in the figure of 6.~6 cr?I'ea. Bnt 
what. l"Omoce lite bthmd. tbia figure when it ie- tran&lated into epcndiDg capactt.)' fa. the 
haDda of tbe llinistera in the Provinctal It i'l always wisfo, when discuseing fisnrea and 
acoountf, to remember that money reyusenta notbing mora thaD a power to commaud 
goods and services. Tbo programme ol educational e:rpenditure m t.he territories diuat:ly 
admini&teKd b)' the Gonrlllllf'nt of bdia1 to which l refened earlier in my sptecb, 
involvea ner a puiod of 6 yora a total expenditure recmrlng and non·r~arring, of 68 
la'kba, Jn addition to improved aeoommodation and a higher standard of teaching for 
buadrfda of n:iat.ing 6Choo1e and thoueande of exiatiag scholars, then 68 lak.ba repment 
aometbing like 600 ntw BChoola and SO,OOO e~hildren brought within nach, tor the fir!t 
tlmt of the vrivilegca of education yt-ar by year, What will 6·4:5 crores a year, tranS<> 
fig~ed iato goods and aerviees, available ytar b3 year in the banda of the Provincial 
&o'Vemmente, mtau JD the promotion of human happlnt88, in the preuntion of pre?enta• 
ble diataut aDd ignore~, in the widening of the opportunities for a good Ute for many 
crorea o! tbe pteple ot lndia 1 It ia in tbe belief tbat b)' the a®eptanoe of this .Budget;. 
Hem ben of this Ho111e have it in their power to promote the health and bappineu of 
mUHoDe of tbe ma&Ka of India tbat 1 commend \he Goveroment•a proposals to the House 
and t() Lhe eoont.IJ "• ..__,. \.. 

Civil Aviation Grant Passed. 
There was a fair attendauce on tbe next day the 2ND MARCH, when the Honse met 

with an important motion, being a Supplementary deuumd t4 llapeea ten lakbs for Ci'fil 
A~iation. t:;i.r B. N. Milia made a long 11pctcb ill commelldiDg the moticn. He said &bat tbs 
mDDey now aii.cd. fo.r was naUy for acquilitlon of laud for a future air hal' hour. The Htand· 
:ing lfiDanee Committee bad agreed to tbia subj.:et to tbe queation of polio;y beiug aooepted. 
hJ the AUtllll»J. The ee~>see of the pohcy waa to ens.uze that India eball have an 
.t:Dt.cthe 'YOictt tn the conditiooe ou which conlaeta are ginn for aervtcea touching hu 
6ho1et and \bat OpJIOHDDi&in were aftorded tor the invutment of Indian capital and for 
trAining and tmplo3mmt ollndtaD pilotaand personnel. F1om lhe queetiona put lD t.hia 
li011tt, it waa t'91Utnt that mr-mbt:ra went taktDg great Uatert&t in tbc quution of avia
tiov. 'Ihe .61!Bt:mbiJ itieli enr ei.nco ita e&tabuehwent in 11121 baa been votiDg money 
;,ear alter )'tar lor upc.:nditure on meaaures wblcb received the approval ot tbe t)tanding 
Mtnance Colllmittee. Auoplu"C t.la»tpon aervu:ea W~:"re etarted in '9ariona pam of tbo 
world me~tl;y in UJ20 and aince tbeu Europe b&d abont eighteen thousand miles of air linea 
in place of aix thouw.ud milea, Ame~tca about eight Lbouund miles in place of 2.soo, 
Ahica 816.00 in pJace ol 900 aad Auatralia and A8ia where there were no air linea tn 
1920 had S,B<.O and J,SOO milea reapeotinJy. An important advant-age of aerial over 
nrfaoe trans-port was epeed. To the basineaaman, t.ime was money and eoonomy of Ume 
wu o1 gr~a' advantage in regard to gooda trafiie. Aerial t.ransport had olber advantages 
our auftace tranapott.. · Carriage ol gooda by air had annal important advanta~s, 
particoJarJ;y in lbo case of transit. between di4:~rent COUJlttiu. .after explaining the 
powLh in au eenicea in Great Britain Ulldt!l wbieb ttM, num.be1 of pauengera and quantity 
D1 ~OOda caniud had inorfilaett, Sir B. N. M.it.ta &aid that in Australia the air ervtcea 
wue DOW a useful and important f~ature of rt:gular transport syetem. Japan too had 
taken up an elaborate programme of denlopmen~ of eivU avfatioo which wonJd take 20 
;reara t.o complete. AcroplaneB bad been aaed in certain countriea for admillist.rative 
purp0$t8 IDch as forest fire protection, aurvey of t.racte, anti-malarial operationJ, ambu· 
lall.ce aDd medical dutie& eLo. It wae, therefore, undesirable that India ahould lag behind 
other couat.tte... Imbued with a epirit of progreaa India which wae a continent even 
more largely benefitted than most other countrlea by the development ot her atr transport. 
A8 a matter of fact Bnrma Government was already milking ose of air tiel"Vice for the 
aoney ot a boo~ J,tOO miles of fOttat and Cruk eouutf'J' iu the lrawadi df>lta. With tbs 
de'ftlopmt:nt ol air &enices bttween EngJand and India.. the uansit between the two 
CODllLiiea would takt onJy iive or &i.z. day .. , lllat bet wan Bombay and Calcutta Je81 tbau 
, 12 boura, o1 Delbl l.atculta and Bomba7 within nine buurs, M.adma tn a etraigbt. route 
'Woula ba • Uute more than 12 boure• JourntJy aUQ Lt lligbl fl:tng aevctopa .Bao&OOil woa14 
llo 1eaohed wllhln IIi houro. 
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Proceeding, Sir BhoJWndranatb Mitra said that ho"WeYtl' poor Jndtn might be. abe 
could not whouy over1ouk the D•t:d for tbe dc-Vt"lopment of bar aerial traot~po:rt. Unlfotl 
India took an act.fve fntenat. in tbie mauer, t.betto was tlu• real onngt-r of tbia traoeporl 
~s-.iDg into tile banda of fort·1gn CAJ ita,j,.f.ti t.o wb m lnttia could not rtofuee the- righl of. 
fbgbt ovu bar territory ond.-.r t~rms of Sntt-ruatiotud Air Convent.tuu. H<e corr..ott!tl ~lt11 
imprtaaioll created b7 Dewan Cbsma111a1 that. tbe policy wRs to help England'• nppoeed 
military adventurea in the Far East. · tn the Bodgt·t of 1927-28 tht~y bad pro•ldod {or 
the expenditure of about &. 4 lakha uf which on!1 R&. TO,uOO waa recurring and the 
balance was nou.-reonrrlng+ · 

Concluding Sir B. N. Mitra explained the details of the scheme a& a.lnoady pnbllahed 
and aaid tbe air barbour at .Ka:racbl was being constructed with finanoia.l ati81&tanoa from 
British Government and it was only prover tbat the Government of bld1a thould l~r 
on t·&ke over tbe harbour by paying back to the Brnish Government the money tbe7 are 
apendiog on it. Apart from foa.r main atr bnrboura at Karachi, &mba7, Ualoutta and 
BaDgoon, it wUl be necreuuy gradua.U:y to provide a obain of aerodromes actod the 

.main air routes. Wttb the ap-proval of the S. F ~ o. A. a aum of Bs. 1 and a hAlf lakba 
hu been eul.ered in the bud~t for 1927·28 to m~t expenditure on the acqultitfou ef land 
for iDterm.ediate aerodromee on the main rout.t!l from Karachi to Oalcu"t& and RAngoon. 
An additional reason for incurring thit.expenditore at an early date was to enable t.be 
Government of lndta to es.ercu~e some control on tbe route adopted by fo1etgn ajroraft 
in their flights aorosa India. Tbl& foreign aircraft baa -nothing to do wtth tb~ Imperial 
Airways Oompauy nor ia it engaged on commerolal ftighta. there being 017et no oam.w 
mercialair roate tmverelng India,. It is engaged on what ia known u experimental, 
world filgbta. 

After some dlso..,lou lbo Assembly paSBed tho d11111aDd ol Bs. 10 lakbs aud adjourned 
till the next da7 wben the Bndgel waa diBiliiiSed. · 

General Discussion of the Budget. 
On the SRD MARCH, the Ho ... .......,oembling, Mr. Rangaowam\ lY.IiiNGAR, Genoral 

Seoreta1'71 Oongreaa Part.7 initiated the general disouuloo 01l the budget,. Hr. 
IJengar eald Lba.t the budget had left him in a depreeeed atate lD tptte ol lho 
Finanoe Member1s eound ftaa.ncial methode. Tbe Bouae bad l'f'pe&tedl7 faUed in lte 
att.tmpt to eserclae ita power on account of certlftcatloDL Tho Government. lottead 
of eabanoiDg their powers, waa curtailing them. He complained epeciaUJ of a large 
number of votable itema which the Government bad made uon·votable nob u pauaga 
money, travelling allowanoea and pensione of ome1a1e. Wby ehould tbo Anembly 
be couaidered incompetenl to deal witb queatlooe of tbe carpet. in tbe Governmen\ Hou• 
in Calcutta and &tate cauiagea aod motora of the Goveruor.Gf:oeral f It waa qlllte 
clear sbat tbo Government did not trut: tbia Hou• The Government had that beell 
going on crippling the poweza of tbe Iqielatare both here and iu tbe proYiaoea. I& 
waa a travesty of troth to say that this Assembl7 had the powu co conduoe co- the 
happ!neoo of the......._ . 

a for the main bud2et, he aafd the tale ol realised nrplUBe& wu that of over
eatimating of upeDditure and under·eadmatfog of rennue, a tale whioh llr,. Gokbate 1 
wu tho 11nt to raise in tbo lmpe:rlal Legislative OounaU, the defect of wbiab bad DOYer 
been rectided. Tho Finance Member ehould haTe,: instead ol atartlog hfe proTiootat 
loaUB fund and debt redemptfOll BOheme, given relief to the tu-payer. Then again he 
protested. againat the proposed abolistou of export dat7 oil bidet. Hit pl'Ol'inoe bad the 
indnltJ1 of bides and skiaa atone to boast of and the preaent protection wu tbua propoeed 
to be withdrawn. He had received a proteat from tbe. Hldca and Skiat Jderahlata' 
AHOoiatioo. · 

Mt. G. D. Blll.LA said :-''The Fiuance Kember, wben p....,llng lhe Badgot, alt-
1l011Dced with no little jubilation amidet cheer& from trtuDtf benobea that he wat f:ra a 
poattton to place before this Ho01e a earplaa budget for the foartb ytar tn euooenioo. 
I wl!b, Sir, 1 alio bad lelt as joyful u my friend& oppoeite on tbil oocufoo and bad 
been iB a position to swell tbe choru of oongratulatfou to the Finance Member,. Bat 
JIJ1 diftioult7 Ia t.ba' 1 cannot help feeling that aU:boogb we han bad the log,rtb aorplu 
:Budgel lu euooe&liou we ofd not hal!e It wit-hout l'l'&Ortlng to a large tDorease In laxation 
which the Finance Member bu been able to conceal tbroogb b1a mauJpulatlon of 
u.obange. Taking 1igurea tor 1924·25 we find tbe neCi expenditure in tbe year wall 
Jls, 1112 orono which ·~ the gold rate of la. 2-9·J6d, rn!lug ou lJt Marob of tbe 7eor 
~mounled lo" ao milliOlll, ~he expeudl~ure budgeled for 1927·28 lo 1111 - "' 
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'I crorea Je&s tban in 1924·20, ao fat aa npee figures go, but expre&!ed fn terms of gold 
tMa 126croreaat.tbeucbangorata.of ]IJ. 6d. comes to :£\t8 millions which meana we, 
ahall be ependtng in 1927·ll8 £18 mhUona more than we spent Jn 1924-26. Sir, to 
quote the Floance Member himself, money tcpreaenta nothing more than power ~o 
eommand goode and aerTicea and that baiog 20 he (lllDDot deny tbat he has &lteady 111 
the J'ear& 11126·26 and 1926·21 exaelrd trom tbe ta,;:payer abOut. » 30 mUUooe more t~u 
wbali he got m 1924·25 and by the end of 1927·2~ be_ will bave added. another £ 13 mll· 
Jkm• to thia nact-ion. In otbet wOrd!', in the ttrenmum ln&·26 to 1921-18 he will 
have taken ffom the eoantry about 48 milUOD'I or Rt. 64 and bali crons more than he took 
in lhe ,ur 192-l-259 the zeal Butplua iD. 19'.17·28, if expenditure wore kept at the 
lnel o1 19U--26 ahould have ~n about £13 milliont or about Rs.. 20 croru, whicb to 
the Budget preented to the l:louee is only Ba. B-64 erore~. It did not nqaire any 
great UUl lo pre&ent a iourth nccessive aurplua budget with eno.rmooil.J co_ncealed 
mcreaaed taution aud 1 do not bow wbetber the Finance lti:mber thouid cla1m any 
artdit tor it. It &peaks volumea for the present unaatidaetorr s.tate of things tba.&. by 
meana of manipulat1ona the Fi1la11ce Member Du been able to exact nch huge. amounts 
aa tuaUon wil.hout &.he knowledge aud conaent ot the Aseembly .. 

Sir Victol' SASOON'S tpe:tcb on the budget di8Cll61rio-n waa important aa it dealt 
with a. statement on the dlecte ot lsb. 4d, .rupee aa be dtd in \be Railway budget 
and wu reatricted to that nbjfct dutiug the shott time at hfa diaposal.. Eetore 
domg eo. he Jeferred to the nmark of tba FiDaace Member in refereDee to Ule amount 
ot rennue he baa torrg011c by remiaaion ol tha cotron uciae dut-y. &lr ViCLOt 
'l&id :-"1 teDeed a note of disappointment In that the mill indoatry haa not uprused, 
ahal1 1 say eumcieut, livel)' apirit of gratitude for tbo relief a4orded to ~ aDd 1 do feel 
tbat aome. u:p.iaDat.ion ia doe to 'Lhe house 1oz any such lapse. It may be thflt any lack 
of warmth Ia due to t.bc fact t.bat though the remiasion of duty relieved as ot 8 and ,. 
halt per (:tlli of &be coet;; of our prod oct, lbe txcbange policy of the Oovemmmt;; baa 
pt"D&Jil«l ae to-day by over 6 and batf per cent. In other words we have been given 
what. ie known aa au ltilbman'a riee. 1 wondu wbelher if to-day Jt were announced 
that the ·leader of llle houee were to be gil'en an inoreaee o1 ealary ot Ba. 600 
p. m, provided \hat he patd- .B.a. 1,000 a month more for a comfortable residence leased 
to htm OJ a b~eficeat Government, 1 wonder whether we shoD.Id aee teare o1 joy eo\UeiDg 
down 1m ohuka! 1 doobl it and that muat be my e::r.eueo for uylack of warmth in 
the e::r.pte8Jion ol gratitude on t.be part of mill industry. 

Now, let; me t-urn to the atatement. At to para 21 I will content myaell with 
lll1iDg that u fall in the eo~t of living bae been negligible during riae from lab.. 4d. gold 
to bb. tid. go.ld 1 aea no naaon to anticipate teaojoatmeut ot an adjustmaut. to a rat-io 
which baa uever taken place. In pam 8 (a) 1 accept. the atateDmlt tbat tbere wiU be 
au ez.ua upenailure of tupeea neceuaq for 1terllng ohUgat.ions, bot 1 C&DllOt accept 
the estimate iD 2, (b) of a 1 and a halt pet etnt inenaae tn the ooata of local proouce. 
Experience baa ahown th~m: that pricea have not adjusted tbemaelvea in the aggregate 
execpt to a &-:rifling degree to the t·6zatio and ao l would auggeat dividing tbe eatil!lflte 
1>7 about 4 and allowiDg .. y 11.. BO loi.ho II!et<aa of fu. 112 Jakh.. I now p ... to 
4:: (o). Bete. the •athor ot the &tattm.ent tlot.a out the bogey ot general dh!IGC&t.ion of 
Uado whose parent• are the t.wo bogtye calltd eudden rise Jn price-a and iiuaucial dl'eete 
of .a audden drop iD tsohanp or the Sir ~U Blackett bogey. 1 have previously ahown 
the b~uaa bow l:IUlu tho eoat ot living baa dropped UuODgb rise iu exchange and hoW 
liatle 1t, thetefore, it li"kely. to llae tbtough propoaea exchange nadjoannent, That dis
poaee ot the tx.ge7 of bigh prieta aa tar aa tbe counter Ia COilcemed., Now tor the 
bogt'J' tb•t. a IUd.oC!D dfop of 2d. to lab. 4d1 would eause au acute crMe, 1 aik how f 
i'o-d&J' importua ba-ve, l have b«n onditab1y a111ured covered all their [orward com• 
mitmente.. ;~·be,. hale lcamt tbe lceeon ot 1101 tlUtiti.Dg 

1 
GoveJDment aeau.raucea •Dd are 

now net gambHDg in ezcbange~ A dtop tn ucbange therefor£' would on the oo:nllat11 
~ngenou confidence. in a body of metcbants who h•v~ been h~ving e. verJ thin time 
dtu:i»g the lalt few J'tal'8 aDd h1 titimulal.iDg bulinua offer an oppottu!ty to t.b.e lttrgo 
clan olvintmploycd clerka ot fi.odJDg new lituationa and thaa bema poaltlon to eatu 
t.belr daily bre:ad once again. 1 tbe:refore ete no naeon for estimating a deticlt ol crore 
m ret.1Ul11 dno to dWocat.iou of trade. On Menrs. Hard,- and Touenbam a minute, one 
nt.eQ llOl waate lime. ll we take Mr • .McWauen1 note to tbe Cur.renc, Oommluiou, we 
bd \he eslimated gain to cu&tome t.htough a nturn to hb. ~. rupee as btlng R&. ~6S 
lakba. He hSo.me• admlttediJ no dlminution of tmpo1tL Tbe authora ot t-he "joiut 
Jntmorandum, J4.cnn • .Hard' aDd Tonenbam sivo wba"t dim:luut.ion they coneider will 
t~sue and by tble meant tum M.r • .f4oWat.tere' prctlt ot ll .. 262 Jakbl into a 1011, a 
jiji<ICII\10 oJ lit, BSi !Ubt, 1 wUI ODlJPJ tha' It ibo elfeot ct a 11 per ..,., rle lJi 
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·il. I. J!, prlceo of Imports Ia going to h&•e all th&t lntlaonoo on ooll!lompUon, a d"'!' all 
"Taa.nd ill import dattea under lab. 8d. rupee should iooreue tho net return to the Qovera. 
ment appreoiab!J, 

Nest da7, tho 4TH MABOH, resuming tho Budgol dil,...len, Mr, Sbanmnkh&m 
OHETTl cont.eudert that the form to whioh the budget waa pre.ented wu grosalr mi ... 
leading and the oonfaaion would be removed it the net eontrlbotiou from the Rail· 
ways wu included in the bu1tget. Farther, he wanted that a RaUw&J loau fund bt 
inttituted oo the Unes of Pr:,-viuoi•l Loaoa fo.n'\, 

Continuing. Mr. Cbcttl asked if the Government hu taken an1 .tepa to reoefve from .. 
the Peratau Government Ra. 8 and a half aroree givea them aa loan. Tllil wu giveu 
in a year when the Viceroy dooMed the aalt t&L Doring the l&et three",-eart, the 
reallled eurplusea bad amounted to Ra. 1i ororea and utUiaed for teduetlon or avotd•noe 
of debt. Tbe taking away of tbta boge aom from tho revenues ot t.be oount-!'1 tettlng 
aparl for reduction of Mbt in addition to permanent- remlufuna made IM alni:tag fund 
was- a matter on whtcb this Houa"' aoutd not- oongraLulate the Finance Member, but he 
unreservedly congraLulated the Finance Memb!l' on t.be clever manner in which he 
managed the ways and means budget during the last few Ye&I'Bw especially tb& reductioll 
of cub O&lancea in England which latter alone b&d been brought down from 16 orom. 
But the Government had been &pending more money tbau they ought to and they had 
been enabled to do this b;r artUleial appreoJation of the ca.rrenoy because the es:pendit.nre ,. 
bad iocrea~ed in terma or gold from '18 million poondt to 98. Though he wu kecnll' 
alive to t.be much needed reUer to tbe Madraa province, yet if the remfN!on of coutrlbu. 
tiona was to be pnrcb!U!d at the cost of permanent injury to India's monetar7 IJitem. · 
then,,be for one would rclDII! to be a parlJ to such an.IW"&ngoment. 

Sir l'oroahottamdaa THA!l:UBDAS l•lt It bia duty to bla conotltuenta oud bl1 
coantry to orltioiae the budget on a few polnta. Aa regarrla the aboUtioD of export 
duty on hides, hfe nbjectlou now wca of course greater than when the Government onoe 
attempted to reduce tbe duty. He would. however, bring In an amendment to the 
F!Dauoe BU~ Aa regard• tho abol!tion ol export doly on tea, be did not objrot tolt provided 
the Ftnance Member waa able to CODvlnee him that tbe 1ucome-tu Government propoaed 
to raise on p-rotita e! t~ industry would not meau any injcsties to th& inda.ttry,. 

Au ugarda remJutou of the provincial contrlbUtione be would not Congratulate blat 
because the money now proposed to be diatributed wu taken from poor agrloult11rl1t1 
twenty times more under a poJioy wblch GltuHtone once deiCrlbed as law of force. Any 
province which thought it: was a gift from the Centra) Government wu labou.riog under 
a Yery wrong impression. Ho would not be surpriled 1f those wbo undentood. the 
problem shou)d show the ingratitude of refusing tbe gilt. Ocntld Sir Baall Blaelultt give ..... 
the Aseembly an llPSorance that the whole of thla remitted portion of contribution& would 
be utUiaed by Ministers in Transferred departm~uta and not be taken awa7 b7 Beterved 
departments in the provJueea f 

Alluding to the e:lftct of one and four ratio, Str Po't'aahottamdaa aafd that Ui 
was admitted by the Government that they gaJned Rs. 6"2'7 orom if they bad lBb. 6d, 
ratio. Tbu!• as Sir David Barber once poiuted ou.~ jm aa much u the Gonrnmeat of 
Iodta galnP.d by the appreciattou of rupee there wu BD much that D'"Ople Jolt. Yet 
Sir Basil Brackett bad talked of the romance of 600 seboola and 80.000 children aU<l 
asked the House to multiply them proportionate to the figare of the reaalaeion of COD• 
trtbotloa.. But behind this romanoe la7 the tragedy for the Finance Member'• polley 
which was diBgracefuL What wu the UJe of education when people were hangry aud in 
a condition of semi-nudity 1 (Hear, bear}.. He wocdered If thtl HollBe could be a party to 
a poliey of matu.taining a sarp!ns budget on. the m.aintenanee of a ra.th.t of lab. 6d. on1y. 
For t.be BRke of prcatige, ol coune officials aa well as a few non·oftlcials had been con
gratulating the Ftnance Member but be had to do hia duty to hit mot.herlaad.. 

Pandtt MALA VIYA urged the Govornment serlou•ly to oon•lde:r redootfon tn military 
espeuditore eo aa to bring it down in a few years to fifty Ol"of'el. He ltlggm;ed eeonomy 
·ey plactng British by Indian troops aud that all British troope lene India. He did not 
agree with thoso who held that Brltiah troops were ueoeBsary for mtet:ing commanai 
trouble&. His belief W&6 that the only IOintinD or theee problem• wu for tho Govern .. 
ment with t:be help ot the Jeadera of tbe people to bring about a &ettlemenc:. Paodlt 
Uala.viya next impreued on the membel"8 tbe desirability of tbetr tolemnly reaUtlng t:be 
Importance of the ratio controvttrllJ' on which. moab actlve CAnvauing was going on. 
He wanted both sidet to consider the whole issue witb a clean BJate and adopt whatever 
conrae wu in tbe best Interest of the country.. F.om whatever at11dy he bad made of 
$he aobjeot he believed that 1·6 would plOYe diiUtrona to the ooontry, Ho quoted fro111 
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tbe tpei!Ch of Mr. D&dabho:r Naorojl at tbe Allahabad .Oo•gresa ;n 19_01 when be •poke 
in t otoatug down of the mint and also from Str Da<bba Dalal a m1uority report in 

· ~~9 ' .. bleb pot the oa10 lor Is. 4d. m06t IOUDdly and lbe Pandlt acoeptod tbe view of 
Sit Dadibba. 

In nmmfng up t.be dlseu88iou, Sir Basil BLACKETT eafd mauy m,.mbore bad urlled 
that more mone1 1bonld be epent on snob nbjecta lUI sugarcane and dairy .. farmiug. The 
conat.itotion debarred the Government of India frorn ra1sing money from the ~eral 
taxpayer in orda to enable i& to encroach even for beneficent purposes on the sphere o! 
provincial Gommnente. It migbt ba tJ:~at the_ line waa ~rigidly draw~ and more power 
mighl be llUded for u~nding ita acttvitiee 1nto borderline cues. Th11 waa a matter ~ 
t.he Statutocy Commleaion. For the present the relief in provincial contributions waa to 
promote the well·being ot the inhabitants of the provinots.. He waa glad Mr. Vishand88 
agreed with the Government in thinkiog that reduction of motor dut7 would be 
beneficial to the. whole of India b7 enabling them to develop and improvo tho ro&dt. 
Suoh. development. and improvement might alao help in the reduct.lon of military 
expenditore becauae in tbat case there could be a less number o! lorries in JelerTe for 
the t.rmy. 'Be empbaiUed that on the preacnt strength flf lbe army the expenditure · 
coald not be l'Cduocd wttbout Impairing efficiency.. He could net hold out the hope that 
there woald be redaction in this upenditure in :f$r& to come if the army was to b& 
kept at. ita present level.. He did not want to bo told that the Finance Member wu 
standing in the way or keeping the army emoient. Proceeding, Sir Ba•il Blackett 
rdercd to the plea for ndocttou In poatal rates and aid hia petsoual view wa& that 
with the geDusl incnase Jn the alit of Uv1ng and kgitimate demand for a higher 
ataudard o1 the comfort of the postal employees, a revcra.ion to very low ratea prevailing 
btfOJe the war waa not practical politics.. It could not be secured without a heavy and 
increased and unjustifiable sUbsidy fzom the general uu:payu largely for the benefit 
not of the &giioalturists but of the commercial and iodoattial customers of tbe Poat 
O.fliee.. At any tate the redaetion of postal raU& and aalt duty could not be taken up 
until provincial contribattons were TelPa&ed finally. Since 192-t.ti the :remisaicn of 
taxation and contributtcns amouuted to 1& czorea which waa by no mea118 inconsiderable. 
'-( Proceeding, tbe Finance Kember referred to tbe argument that though the rnpee 

fi.gure of tbe Government ol hldfa upew:Uture mfght have come doWll in rceaut yeara 
the gold valoe of the rupee demanded from the taapayer had not diminished.. It .wu 
true that a great rise in price~J, tbat is a guat fan in the commodity value ol gold 
btfore ed after the war, was a major factor i.n bringing abca.t the inoreaso and that 
the natoraUon ol the equilibrium in the Budget had betn materially a&sistcd by a fall 
In world prices, not by exchange. Even now tbe pricea were fifty per cent higher than 
in 1_924· and t~is Jaet togtttber wit~ t.bQ coat of inteftlt in stoking lund and war de~ 
prOTlded tbe m111n t::a:planation for the u1crease of Government expenditure. Tho! rise lD. 
escha.Dge bad supplemented the dfect of the fall in world pticea In helping to restore 
the Budget tqnilibrhaot ~ 

• AU~ding to the charge t-llat the Government had manipo1aled. uchange the Finance 
lfnnber said tbat at Pl'eaent the Government were the authority to m&n~ currenoy or 
nuuupnlate currency &a unofficial& ll'ould put it. Up to the time of the appointment 
of the Ctttreney Commission. biB chief contribution to the management of currency waa 
to pr.event the rupee ftom bemg driven up and far ~yond l~ 6d and in order to do 
thta he had to t-esort to vigorous method" of maDagement. Neither fn preve:nUng 
the rise above <me and six nor in retaining the rupee at one and sis: were budget 
considemt.tona mainly in hia mind ; but i\ waa to the stabUlty achieved that they owed 

· tbe balanced bUdget; and a~ility to remit provincial oontrlbutione. A sudden drop to 
1s. 4d. ~auld play havoc Wlth t-be budge~ 14r. Birla'a theor7 that a sudden increase ill 

·the pnce of imported articl" ltod to an 1noreaae in the q oantity of imports bad only to 
be 11ated tu be te)ected aa contrary to all npe:rience. The Central Board .of Revenue 
\\·~re rigbt in anticipating a. considerable fall in tmport1 if tbe exchange was toweled 
to b • ._, Mr.; Brayne'1J estimate wat parpoe.ely au underestimate. Ria own view wa1 
that both the Msumption that the. wages wou1d not ban to be imu~ased immediately 
~the aYnmptiou that they ehould not have to pny a. much higher l'Bte for new money 
owmg to a cheek to their oredit were entirely untenable and tba effect of ts. fd. on the 

IB11~~get. fot the next year would be not le68 tbau. acven nnd a half crorea and something 
~ten otorea ill 1927-28. 

(FuRTHER. PROCEEDINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY WILL BE" GIVEN IN THE 2ND 
VOLUME.) 
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The Bengal Legislative Council. 
OPENING DAY-lOTH JANUARY 1927. 

The fint m~eling of the Third Reformed Be-ngJ\1 Legislative Coonan wu held on 
tb"O lOth January 1927 in the afternoon in the Ooa.nctl Ohamher, Caleott1. Thl only 
business traua.oted was a formal one, namely, tho taking -of oaths of allegiance hy 
the membera of the ConnciJ. With the exception of only a few. almOit all the one 
buodn'd and forty· membeTS attendttd the Council. Tho Hoose then M.jonrned tom~ 
on the ne:~:t day, the 11th Jannnry to bear tbo openlnK addren of H. E. the Govert~or. 
In the course of biaepeccb dwelling on the revival of Dyarcby Ria Escell~noJ said:-

The Goveznor'• Speech. 
" Ita laboun~ would oonstltnte the latest: material upon which the Parllamenta17 

Ocm.mtuioo would base ita recommendations for the future. Doring the next two moatht, 
tho Connon woold take droiaions which would lar~ly dPterm.in& the tnO.tteuoo of Benl.ft\1 
lJJIOD the future developmmt of the lndian· OoostitoUon. RevocaUou. of the tra111fer of 
sub]ect.e by tho Secretary of State duriog tho lffe-time o! tho last OounoU would oome 
to an end on the 21st; JanD&I)' aud they ebould deofdo wbP.ther they wiaherl that revoea. 
tion to oontinue or whethor they wishM to resume t'ODtrol of the tranafflrred nbjfCtl 
through tha mOOium of Minister. lt would be. for him to Interpret the aaUon till thoy 
might takfta In order to give the Connon the earttest opportunity of expreulntr ita 
wlabee on this m•tter, .a demand for a snpplementafy grant for the Balary of two Hlnistenl. 
would be anbmitted on tbs 11th Januaf'Y, which would enable the Council to indicate 
whether or not it wanted any Ministers to be appointed, aud 1 U so,. wbat rate of sala1"7 
tt was p~pared to vote for their remonuatioo. If the demand was rejected, he wou.ld. 
accept that decision as indicating the deaitG of the CO'IIooU to ~e the revooat!oa of the 
transfer- continued and he would inform the Secretary o! State acoordiugly. If tha 
demand waa accepted, be would interpret this as an Indication of the desire or the Cooaon 
to bavo a Ministry appoin~d and be would, thereupon, do his best to se1eot auoh peraoua 
as appeared to have toe aonfideDC$ of tho§e who recorded tnch a decision. 

Aftu reealliug the appointment of three !aliniatt!n after the laat t..·o general e!totlolll 
and rejectlou of Ministera' aa1ariea during the lut Coanoil, Hil KxcellilllCJ' Mid : «If the 
preocd€'nt of the previous Ji"flt"a were to be followed1 RppointmMJt of three Min!Ateft woald. 
necessitate au Utlt>qnal diatribntion of t·ffiee& betw~n Hindu and M.abomadaa. oom
munitiea.. Jn vlt:w of tbe regrettable riots which h&d recently taken place betwecu thece 
two communities, whiob for the time bein~ bad eo embittered tbe re1atfona between th~m. 
ncb & course appeared undeafmble. In the present •tate of communal feeling In tbe 
proviaco, be- was relaotant to apJlf'ar- to favour either community at the expense of the 
ot.ber in uercialng the prerogative of appointing a Eoropean u a third Miniater. Inorcaa.
ing the nomber of Ministers to four or rtduciog It t:n two, of these alternative~, fn the 
abBenoe of aoy Indication of the wishes of the CounoU, be bad cbo.a the last n the 
demand was accepted, two Ministera would be appointed but It would be o~n. to the 
Council to indicate ita preference for any of the o~ber alteraatbes be- bad meotfonfd~ 

Turning to tho opportunity which would be afforded to the OooneU to expreaa itl 
confidence or want of confidt>ne6ID the Mini&ten, H. E. the Governor said: Whea the 
OounoJl resumed for the eoaeideration of: the BadRet Jn order that the Council might 
uprus ita opinion cl mcb Minister tndlvidoally, the Government would •bow separately 
the- aaJary of eaob Minister and any member would have the. opportunity of ezpreulng 
hia want of confidence in either of the Ministers by moving a token reduotton of one 
rupee tn the salary demanded. If euob a motion was carriedt the Mfni1kr woold resign.. 
It would, howenr, be open to the Ministers themselwt to decide whether or not they 
would staod or fall together. At preaent. the tradition of j'llnt minlaterft.l reapon&ibUity 
had not bten eatabliahed, bot Miniat.:rs could elect to establish U: if tbey so destred. If 
auch a. motion waa carried and the Miniat.era resigned, the Governor would select othere 
and further opportunity would be a1rorded to lhe CouooU of expressing tta acceptance or 
otherwise of them WbfD demanda for grants for tran&ferred aobj~eta were reaohed. If a 
to1w.n redaetton of one rupee in the demand for tho ftnt grant asked for by the new 
Minister for the dcpart~uut of wbicb he was in ebarge wu 1J10Ved .,nd carried~ that woalq .1 
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-ln 'bo lnterputed as a vote of no eontldenoe and would 'bo followed by the reslgnatlon 

of the Minister, 1 ~-· th •--~ f th c eluding Hil Excell!ney said tba~ Parliament OO~U:U to em ae uua~ o e 
ti:nt.fon. for 'p1actlcal demout~traUon of tba working of the representative system ot 

:'~rn~ent in thfs country and their countrymen would ba ve reaeon to thank them. if 
tn addiUou t.o dt&wtng attenttou to the defects oft~~ preeeut couetitntion, they ooulj g1vo 

raotlaal prOGf of the adaptabllity to lndfan condlttOilB of the ayatcm or GovemfQeOt. 
~bicb fn tbt>Ory, bF~ belicvP.d, they all desired to establish. nIna few weeks' time I shall 
bs turning to England and my countrymen wtll be sure to aat me how far my five 
~:; .-zperienae baa atren~thened o-r diminiahPd- my faith In the applicability to !nd(an 
~ditions of the ayetem of J't'SflOutible representative Government which they! equally 
with yourselves, desire to aee eatabliabed bP.re as eoon anrl aa completely aa poutb!e• Of 
the deftct& or the present constitution, .f have been provided with plenty of evidence. 
Of the linea on whtoh i~ can b"t improved, opinion ts far leu unanimous and of the weceu 
of tbe experiment already mAde the evitlenca is more difftoult to produce. I trust that 
fn tbtt lifetime ot tbi& Coucll of wbicb you are membftn you will anbordlnate all 
personal and eommunal conaideJationa to the DfCetll!ity of proving beyond any doubt 
that Parliamentary Go.emment can bo made to bring to the people of India. tbf'l88me 
Jld'faDiage wblob It boa brought to tho p!Ople who llvtl In other parll or tho King'• 
Domfnionll/' • 

After H. E. the Governor left, t'bo Connoil elected tho Baja of Bantoab aslte Prosidont. 
11Dd adjoomod. 

MOiioD for Min;itera' Salal'ies. 
On tho 17TH JANUABY, the bnalneB8 of the Connon was tho election of a Deputy 

Preeideot and the demand of Bs~ 24,776 on account ot salarlea ot two lliniatere from 
22nd Janoary tl!l the end of tho 6Mnolal year. 

'l'he Hon'ble Mr. MOBERLEY ln movlag that a 11D1D or Rl. 94,776 'bo granted under 
the "general ad_minia.tr&tion•t on account of the aalarlea of two Jlinia.t.ers with e1feot from 
stud January 1927 &&id that as tbe OoancU were awate no provision for the 
utafiea o!lliniaten wa-s m&de In tbil yearle budget aud iu tbe abtence of funds for 
this pnrpoar, no M'!nistera could be appointed to take oba.rge of t.he Transferred Sub. 
jii"Cta when tbe period of revocalion came to an end on J'anuRry 2L His Excelle-ncy 
n:plained ill ·his apeeoh on Jaunary 11 that if the demand wbiah he waa now moving 
waa -rejreted, BIB Euelleney would regard tba~ fact u indicating the desire of the 
Coonan to aee the 1'6Voeation continued, U the demand was paned, His ExoeU~ney 
would interpret. thAt u an. indication of t.he deeire of the Ccmnotl to have a Ministry 
appointed. The iuae WlUJ therefo~ perffi3Lly clftlr. Aeceptanoe of the demand m-eant 
there wou!d again bo HtnistetB; its ff'ject-iou meant Lbat there would be none. 

'Mr. Nalini Banjan SARKAB, who- mov.rd tbe Bwaniist motion for refual, said that 
during tbP. laat term of the Council th~ Ganrnmcnt attempted thrice to fotat upon tbem rC:• 
1mpant dtarcby and thrice they failt'!d. Th~ 11ame que&tlon had been put before them a.nd 
they have been aak~ if thPy were prt>par~d to allow Government to exht~me the carcue of 
tlyaTch:r budrd two yean ago and to glva it a fresh li!ate ol ure. It was not a rcqueat 
tndicfttial! a change of heal"t 01' Invitation to co-operate on honotlrable Wma, but a 
dfmand for uneondit.ional euhserrienee to Government in their umeasonable insistence 
that their own idea or value of this COllititnllon mult be anyhow upheld irreept'Otive 
or the real intereet. of the "people as thf'Y nnderstood tt. It was a teat u to whether 
t.be Government· has a~eeded in bll'aking the apirtt o! reaJ&ta.noe that bad grown 
tn ttn·m .and eontd compel tb-Pm to their third dlctatton~ The regime of organi&ed 
ifsialnnett in the ll>Jrl~tlato.res initiatffl by Desbbandba Du bad unnerved the bureaucmoy 
and the British public and they aonld know llO ~of m!nd until they bad <;rushed it# 
After nengnting tbe l"e88Cina for the Swa~ajiit attitud~ Mr. Sl\-rkaT said that 10018 of their 
frltonda who under the tbm clrenmsta.netll acoompanted them to the same lobby had 
now become a~able tn WOJ'k tbc Reform• under the present oifcnmttanoes and he 
wantt'd to lroow what 'Chtmge bad btPn brought about. Not only bad no obange been 
effectcrl to P&~ the tdtuatiou bat the Go-vernm~mt had in the meanwhile hraped on 
t.hem frtoab in)Drlt'80 &8 for in&t&POO the imprisonment Of Ovel" 8 buDdrf'd of their young 
men wltbout t.rtal and refusal 1o trpeal the noprtBBive lawe. Mr. Obittaranjan Das 
In btl la1t days lu•ld out Rtl olive branch and auggeated bonoursble terma for Fettle. 
mfllt but the proferffll banrt of fplJowabip was not accepted~ M lght tbe t~peaker aak 
llr. Cb&kra'V'artl, leader of tbe Reaponstvtst11. whether be had recei-ved any response 
~be 'Wl'J' llmple and elementa.rr condlttons wblab he originally laid down as a 

. 1 l~r I$ .... ptauoe of Milliet'1· Mr. Barl<ar deol'rod tb~t 111 the atmosphere 



whinh the Government had deliberately brought about bJ their reet'Dt. eerie& of outrage 
against public conscience and the epidt in wbicb tbe Transferred Dep .rtmouta had 
been worked.durlog the first term or the Reformed Council wb~n tbe Swarajiate wore 
out of i~ this consUtution could not be workt.'Cl at all to auy porposo. Jt bad been 
auggeeted tbat CoDRrt~uaen WCM lbirkiog re&pt'DdbUity. He did not know wbat 
rupoosibnity could aLtach to a llinistcr who o.,utd not move au tncb. withoat tho 
conaent of ~be Governor, the Finance D .. partmeut or- the SeorP.tary ol bia D .. partment. 
Lord Birkenhead would not condeaeend. to tell the-n1 bow far he coald ~Met their ldea 
of tefpousible G-overn~nt until tbey pctformed the impoeib!e feat or working of the 
unworkable constitation. They know and t.bn Sea~tary of St.ste knew that dyara.hy 
had failed.· St-iU at the point of bayonet1 ho would compel them to wo1k. As 
representatives of a 9elf·reepecting people they could not bu~ protest atz.ailllt and 
oppoae thia attitude. RefllS&l to accept odlce migbt or might not ln.d to an7 definite 
:rceult in the immediate future., but at tho puaen\: atsge of tbeit national ahuggle, 
that mcntalit7 waa far more lmportan~ than any 1Mmlive reult to be upooW. To 
the Government be woold say that ev~n it by takipg advantage of their diiiUniW 
front they anccecded in gaitUng their obj~t tbia time, tho vpirlt ot resi&tance in the 
country could not aud woul(l not b~ bruken and would go sathcrlng etrength under 
the etimu.lus of their &tabbo-rnneaa till ·sooner or 'later it co~o~Id ·compel jullt.toe and 
fairplay to the people. · · 

Sir Provu Ohunder MITTE~ ez·Miniater, safd that be had not ellangcd hit view• 
that dyarchy was extrcmeiJ unworkablt>1 but dy1ucby waa •n ezl&ting oonatitutiou 
and they should work it for the benefit of the people. W~ be wa11 a Miulat.er1 ho had 
dilllca1ties· not only in the Golernment but also outside. If tho Minit~tera had tb« 
backing of the country, tbey would have achieved more good to tbe country in 11-pit.e 

· of tho defeCts ot d;rarohy, 

M.r. J~ M.. SEN GUPTA, B-warajiat leader, said tbat the Gournor was illogical b1 aakfog 
tbem to &apport dyarchy before making a betttt conatitu.ttOD. Nowhere the Ml&ry 
of t.be MinLn.era was brought out wit.hout letting the people know wbo the lliailterl 
would be. The object of tbe. Government wee to kill oppoaidoo and organisaUon 
ol the Swaraj Party. Whatever might ~ tha result ot *he ~otlon, t)la aptd~ of 
oppoaltiop_ aru1 orpntAtion would not be killed even if ,J7arcb7 was resuacltated. 

The Swaraj Party•a motion refusing tbe entire aum on account ot M.intaten' Jalaries 
waa lost by 9i ,.otea t.o SS. TM Ron. Hr. Moberlcy'l d~and for ~ 24-1775 on acco~ 
of two ~inistml' ealarlea was thna carried. Toe Couo.cp. "f&l ~~ prorog~ li~a di~ 

The Budaet lor 1927-28. 
The Budget Bea8!ou of the Bengal Council commenced ou the 21ST FEBIIURY 

In lntd'Oduatng tb:e budget, the Finance Member aatd tbat witb the dtn.ppramnce of tbe 
diaturbing factor& and better insight ioto the working of tile department~, we bne now 
got down to a DIOre normal basis and as the rttnlt of t.h&l we bne found oaraeh'ea In a 
beUer poaitioD. to determine more aecarately our true financial condition and ~ awu~ot. 
available for eobemea involving" new "expenditure~ 

After stating the figures for receipt.:& and c&pendltal"f', tbe Finance Member tDnched 
brtcfly on the main items of expenditure. He said : We oontinllO tbe aptelal grant for 
Improvements in our Government eatatee ae well aa the e:s:penditure on the ootonieatioa 
sobema: in SunderbaDJ. Excise upendlture abowe. Uulo uriation. Ths alim&te i1 in 
fact below the budget proviaion for the current year. We trne had a good lnoreue iu 
revenue from our foreata. Proviaioa hru bee-n made tor cbargea on &CCOUB1 of Lbe DamOtJar 
Canal pro}ect, flothing of Bbaluab lnaeerpur sab-divuJion of Nu.ha, impronmen.t of 
the Oobra NaJa in Harahidabad, measure• of protection in Qbatal anbodivisoD and opora
tioDI in Madarlpar BhU route. Tbe only new proposal of any maguitado II the Bakrctwar 
irrigation proje-ct in tbe district of Birbbam. 7bta will Irrigate about 1~000 acra of 
land. Tbe moat important new ltem in the Jail Budget i8 the ICbeme for • Borltai 
inat.it-atioD. The idea is to convert tbe Jail at. Bankura iDt.o a Bcmt&l institution and to 
provide a Sub-Jail at tbia pJa.co for ordiD&rJ ja.H adrubli&tratlon~ UaU1 tbo Bomal 
Act. is btougbt into torero, it fe intended to coocent.rate aU persona betw~n. tbe &gea: ot 
JG aDd 21 with comparatinJ7 long aenten.;:u In tbia iuatitu.tlOD. fbe po,Hoo b¥t!S:et il 
IOUle what higher t-han tbe revJted at-imal.e (or t.he current. year. 

The main new item• of e:a:ptmdltare centre rooud better equipment of the foroe. 
Jnoluaive of betler aDd. more adequate hoo1ling conditioaa. Tbere ia alto a ptopoul to 
atn:ssthen lho otrlldns Blmlllth of tho Ca!eatta Pollee Ioree b7 tho cuatloD ot aD addltloaal 
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compt\D.J of armed police. We intend also to commence work on COI18truction of our 
own but1dinga to boulill married oftiecrs and ~runt! whom wo now ha.vo to accommoda_te 
tn hirett buirdinga at considerable cx.pendttore to the Govorn~_Dent, Education came m
for a very sub6lat.tial sbare on mone1 allocated for n~ expends tore. The chief item is 
furt.h r illstalm~nt of subvent.iona \owards jmprovlng tbo remuneration of primary school 
Lfach:re. A Jarge ar:nounlii bas also been tet apart for tbe introduction of a solJem~ of 
&gricultural education in midt.llc English and Blgb. Englfsb schools., We have prov1ded 
for the appotntm~nt of a professor of hJamic 6tudies and culture in the post gradoato 
department ot tbe Calcutta University autl havo agr~ to provid~ funds neetsl>aTY for 
tbe eonstruclion of a Muslim Ball at the Daeca University. In the Medical Depattrnent, 
tho proposed expenditure is about a lakh J~ss tbau that estimated ae chargt.s of tbe 
dtpa1 tm~nt for the current year. Public Bea1Lb wbioh we increased Ja.rg~l;y last J"e&r 
alw !bows a lower expenditure in IS21·28. In agrienlr.ure, we propose to add au 
llddittl)nal expert officer to the department in the ahape of an Agricultural Engineer and 
certain expendituro will be "Deee&&tn;y under thia head in connection with t~ scheme for 
sgricoltoral cdu<:aHon in middle English and high echooJs. 

In the de:pattmcnt of Indoetrk$, it ia intended to add new buildings to tbe fWrampore 
Wtavi:og ScbooJ. n is now proposed to ere:ct new buildings for the school and to 
augment. p1ogwsiveJy in the nes' three yrars the grant placed at tbc diFpoeal of the 
Duector of Indoatriea for grants-in-aid iD EUCb institoUooe. 

Grant f\lr new Council Chamber. 
After tho pruenlatfon of the budget-. Mr. B. ChakravarU1 Minister, moved that tho 

prop11tt:d .n~w Ltgisla.tive C<Jqncil buikliDg &hoold be enUreiy ston~·faced at the <:Oat ol 
Ba. a:s.n,too inst-ead of a brick building at the estimated co.tt of Ra. 25,60,000. 

l be PJ(Ition was opp:oatd by Lhe mt mbf'l& o£ aH pertiu. The ~'inanec Membt'r &a.id 
tLnL they bad alteady ea.nct-iontd wr this purpose Rs. 26 lakbs and they wanted Rs. 8 
Jakh& more. Mr~ B. 0. Bot~, in oppoetng, 68.ld that tbry wantM a stone buUding to m~t 
the anows of conscience. Sir A bdur Babim was aurpriu:d how the Minister could bting 
IDch a propou1. In Delhi the amount of money they were wneting in atone was 
limply tDormons. lkngal was too poor to bave that luxury. Mr. J. L. Banetjee said 
that; tbc Council Chamber with atone onteide and brick witbin \VOUld be lfkc the Reform 
teheme so· etately outaide and Eo hollow and rotten within.. This Council was 
uahertd into ui&tence with much pomp but under preuore of tho rules and the 
I>ruident's ruliDga. it waa going to be ~ohom praeticaJl:y of all ita gloq~ .. 

The molioD was negati1'ed by an O'Verwh"lming majorlty. The Council then adjourned. 
Next day, the 22ND FEBRUARY, the I rat ruolutJon that waa moved ur~ the 

mt.k1ng of provieton for the third Minister who was.to be a ldallomedan and tt waa mga
tivtd, ~V nt.1ng for and '72 ~gaiuat- it.. 

Release of Bengal Det.ennee. 
Tbe nezt Te6olutlon nrgtd the immediate :release of Bengal detenuea rcatrained either 

under Bt-gulation Ill or onder the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act. lt was moved 
by Mr. K. Chatterjee {Swarajist).. fh$ mover bad not concladfli his speech when 
tbe Ume tind for di&e\U&iDg the adjournment motion Ngardlng the abooling at Kbaragpur 
arrived and the Council at once proceeded to disco sa the adioumment. motion. 

Adjournment Motion on Rbaragpur Strik-e. 
Dr. B. C. liOY moved au adjournment motion to discuaa the firl11g on the Eengal

Nagpu! Railway ~mplol'et8 and ilt:ikera at Kharagpor on the 11th February. Be said 
his obJeCt in brmglng the mottou was to make two pointe clear: The fust was the 
st&ttoment made by t)iJ' Cba:lea Jnnee in the AE6emb!y that no more 'fiol;nee waa used than 
wa.a neoenary. Tbe pobhe would not be satisfied with that statement, unJeaa it was 
tutt'd by a mixed oommiuns of enqWry. It waa not denied that violence was uud alltl 
the qontion wna whether the Magistrate waa ju.11tified in calling out the Auxiliary Foroe 
the members of which were men with whom wOikers and strikers had aJready been at 
urJance. · 

Babu Akhil Cbundc-r DUTTA laid that thia was a dispute between black labotU" and 
wbite capital and tbe- Government threw ita weight on the aide of capitalism. This fight 
1u1 part of a higher figbt for tbe freedom of tho country. 

~he B(ln'ble Mr. MO'BEBLY, in repiJiDg) mid that they had been told that: workmen 
got t~UrelJ out_of eontrul of their leaden un tbe nfght of 11th Febnuuy. '!'here was a 
mt~ttng that IU:Jlh$ at 7 p.m. and at about 9-SO p.m. a lal'ge number of men varlonsly 
ettnoated at b<twe•n &00 and 11000 ruobed to tb< otation. Tht1 auacked the oignal cabiDI 
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at ea.ch end . and the -people there ran away and were in posaeafou of the 1tn.tlon. The 
D1Btnct Magl8trate who waa at Kharagplll' immediately li!Dt for armed police and went to 
the station with the Police Superintendent and some railway officers and tried to olear the 
platform. They gQt, the crowd to move down. The men then commenced to stone the 
ofllcfala and pultoe ofBeem .retreated to the ata.tfon. Realising tbat tbe situation wRB 
beyond the power of SO or 40 &Tmod poliet", the Dt.auict Magistrate called out tb" 
Auxiliary ll'otce which arrivtd at abont IO.SO p. m. Oonttnuing1 he 18.kl that after tho 
arrival of tbe Auxiliary Force they Wt're asked to clear that pal't of the platform where the 
Pari ExpN65 was held up. According to regulation, the AuxiUary Force fixed bayonets 
to their :rifies_ The Auxitia:ry Force was red6ived with a abuwer of brickbat. and the 
people lay down in front of the Purl Expftlil ani conaiderable difficulty was experienced 
in getting them. to mo~~ 

The best m<lthod of dealing with a crowd which was stoning waa to get aa close to 
it as pmJBible and that wu what they did. The easol~~otiea round In the hotpltal numbered 
ten, aeven aligbtl7 and thr-ee or four serionsly injured. Apparently what happened wae 
that at the Auxiliary Force were moviog the crowd, they pricked them with their baJOilets. 
Tb.ue was a "dip-£nd" and apparently some of the crowd and membcra ol the Au~liary 
i'oroo fell over, which might acCOtLDt for some of the injuiee,. There was no propez 
bayonet charge. 

Dr~ Boy :-So the Hon'blo Membe? fa prepared to deny that AuxiliAIY Force bad 
anything to do with shooting 1 

Mr. Moberly :-1 absoJntely and emphatically deny that.. Oontfnnlng, bo Mid the 
Auxiliary Force waa armed with baU cartridges. Tbl!re WI\& one eaee ot gunabot caoatd 
by buckshot with whiob the anne:i Police w~re armed. He bad a letter from the 
Colonel Commanding the B. N. Railway Rt>gim~nt to. the efrect that Ol1 the night. of 11th 
February tbe Regiment did not tire any shot aud tbat ammunilion and rilles ware obPcked 
and wete all found to b9 correct. ContiDuing, Mr. Mobor11 said tbe Alefatant Police 
Superintendent came back with a section of tbe armed police.. He found a number of 
men stoning a Hllall picket of ai:l: or seven oonstablea-. · 

He tried to move the crowd back to boar. The crowd feU back as far ns the 
entrance to·tbe bazar and from thero they stoned tho police. A number of policemen •• 
also the District Police Superintendent --and the Aelfetant Police Superintendent were 
Injured. Mr. Cook, Assistant Polfce Superint.ecde-nt.,. repeatedly warned tho crowd that 
if ttu:>y eontiuued to advance he would have to fire-. Tbe men did not obey and M.r, Cook 
inned order to two constable& to fire a round. each which theJ did. that time there wu 
no Auxiliary Force m the neighbourhood. 

Subsequently, a section of the Auxlliar)' Force came up and reinforced the pollee 
and a little !ater tbe Diatriet Magistrate came there. After the firing took ptace, tho 
crowd retreated behind a ~orneT and again threw stom.& 

Tbe matter waa talked oat for two and a half hour&, the time allotted tOl' diaousaiOn 
of the motiDD, after which the Council roae for the day. 

Rele••• of Benl'al Detenaea. 
Nest day1 the 2SRD FEBRUARY, after interpellation, Rai Harcndranath Challd.bud 

moved A moUon for adjotttnJDent of tbe HoOle for tho purpose of diaouuing a matter of 
nrs:ent public importance, namely, the recent htmgt!r atriko ot the Bengal dtt.e-nuu at the 
InseinJail, Burma. The Pmident fixed 6 o'clok in t.he afternoon for tbe diseuaaion of the 
motion.. B11t aubsequently Bai Harendranath Ohaudhorl wltbdre.w We motion in order 
to allow the discunion of the resolution for their .releaso to continue. 

There was a long debate in teply to wbtob Mr. MOBE8LY1 Home Mtomber, 
:referred to tbe recent ~~:pteeb of the Vlccrny in wbiob His E:r.celleooy stattd that the 
Government were prepared to release them the moman' they were aatialied that 
their Jelease would not defeat the prevention of terrorfat outrage& and taid that altbougb 
it wu obvious that information about Roret organisation coutd be obtained only from 
persons wbo. were or had been mcmbera of tbat organisation, whd.ber they were detenoes 
01' at la.rgr'1 he moat emphatically denied tl.tat any age-nts proY&Cateort bad ever been 
employed by the Police In Bengal. Apart from the immorality of t.he COilfi!'1 the terrorttt 
conspiracy wa-s far too aerions. a matter to be trilied wtt-b and the object of tbe Gonr-n .. 
ment- waa ta reclaim th(l&e who bad leanings In that direction, not to add to tbelr number. 
The Government never at.Umpted to take action against every one wbom they kuew to 
be conneetfd with the conspiracy. Nor did they claim co know everyone wbo wa1 con
nected with it;, They did deal with those wbom they lulew to be Jeadm and with tbe 
IIIO&t daogetOTII of membozl arul thO)' did claim lo llavo diiorganioed tl!o OOotpltac710 
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~very gnat went, Evidence of lbia fact was fomisbcd by the lull whtcb follow1>d 
the ac\ion taken lmmecl.lateJy on tbe promulgatiun of tbe Ordinance M compared with 
the soceercton ot outrages during the pncrding 18 months. Some of those who were not 

ted however soon lKgan to organise again and the Tf'BDlt of their acttvlt'iea wtu 
:~~gbt.'tolighti~ tho finds of anna and esvlosivea at Dn.k&hinnwar and fn Ca1catta. 
Th penona who were convicted in t.be Dakahioeswar e&!e mro resy.maible for the brutal 
mq,~der o! Rai R\hador Bbupendranath Chatterj~e In the AlipoH! Jail •. Tbe find of 
~eaterials for thu manufacture of explosives in Domjcr and Howrab JaM July, the find 
pf load((~ bombs in Chittagong last August and tbe find of Ievolver& and bomba ready 
for loading in Caicuttta last month were ontw&Td signa that a conspirtiey at;n e:siateq 
and waa &t.iJl wideepre.ad. 

Mr. M.oberly read extract& from the following among other docu~eata which ~ad 
beeJt recently aeiZt'd showing tho mentaiU.y of tbe members of t.be lerron&t org:.n-tsatum. 
7be ti.nt waa from a Jetter which waa found in a house search in JanurJ and reads:
«Non-co-operation will not ptoduee any good result now·a-days. The present condition 
ot the count.ry ia Dot tit for that mnvements The era that is coming is an em of b!ood&hed. 
~h."lt eta ia the moat terrible aDd 1011 are the heroes of tha~ ag~. Perhaps, yoo oon 
nmain idle at the prueot moment ; but a time will come wMn no one would be able to 
.remain 111active. 'fherefore, I eay, prtpare yourselves £or that time., The day is near at 
hand. Acquire &trtngtb in .JOOr body, rid your mind ol fear and awak~ enough foioe 
-wttbln you. If freedom it enr achieved in lodia1 it will come tbrnugb bJoodebed alone. 
India can never ba independent without bloodshed. Why lndi& alone, aU dcpendntt 
n.Uona and countries have become independent tbrougb tbe path of blood. Terror 
must be instilled Into ihe mtDda of the people. Tbe:y v.·m have to be shown t-hat th 
Beogalla know how to die for their country and to shed blood for it, When this fact; 
can bo driven Into t.hc bollCS of the pcoplc1 the eountr1 wm blaz' up in: flame8, sueh 8amtt 
aa~one can extiogulah9" 

TbJ atcond ex&.ract was from a statement made by a ~non aneatt:d under the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act within the last .few weeks. '' It ia absolutelr ntC*' 
11t.r7 that • rebcllio01 . apirlt' abonld be fo&tered in youngmcn and they should be 
en~oragtd to lah part in "Violence. The Goveromcnt would take dra&tic Bt.e()l, 
),}u10 Lhey sbonJd court extreme meuurta of the Govorument to create anarchy and obaoa 
in -&he. countrJ. We thought of murdering a few informera and active c. I. D. officers.; 
._,.t. that wall Dot our ultimate aim, We were preparing the revolutionaries to take part. 
JU a Bentral rtsing by gouilla warfare. We conspired for a aimuUeueoua rlaing in atl 
dl!\riot.a -when the tevolut.iouarlea would attack ~be police line& captallt tlJcir guns, burn 
aome police t.hanaa and jailt. We lmow that the Government ;.ould poat the JDilitary, 
oppreu 'he innocent, aud hang mmy mea and e"Ventually oruab tbe movement, but etlU 
we -vtntored to bring it upon the country as the people would get aolne preoedent to tAke 
pan ill tbia h1 future. Men become mora bold b71'al!nrea and oppRSBions and we wauteq 
to create our atmoeph~re when ~oplc would be killed by hunduds, We wanted to see 
~e blood of ou~ countrymen fiowlug by torrents.. Secret organisations have bi!C'n formed 
m. every diatrJet., in ~any IDb·diviaioDs and in the 1Ulages. T.bere ia a Central Com
mmce m Caleuu.& vrh1ch gu.idee thnc district organiBRtioua aad aoppliea them with 
booka aud &nnJ. All ~e re:volationariea are taught these blood-thirsty idoa their utter 
h_elpltuntU, the lu.tibty of opeu orga;nieatiou and about. theJr extinct-ion if they do not 
Jlle up immed1ately. n 

Tbc lbird ~ttaot -waa taken from the ~port by a Eulflpea.n. Police Ofti.eer of a 
::::'ertation wttb auotber tnroriat who waa armt.et~ at about tbe S&me time laet montb. 

1
1- tole rtgret wa1 that. he bad not had an opportunity of killing eome police ofticer 

so that ~e migb~ ha"Ve laelitic.ed hia own life for the good of the country. Ho would 
have 001;11Jdend it au hoDCllr to go to the 1ca1f9ld. He rtali!fd tba~ it was impoaaihle 
t.p drive the _BriUih ~ut of the country ; nor was he anxloua that they ebould be 
~rhen out ~tillhe country wae nady to role itself and life ctnld be put into the 
lifeit~e bod~~ of tbe Jndiat!e. This metRmorpbo&a could onl;y bo brought abont b)' 
aeatmg a zebtiliou• apirlt in the etontry, and thla rellelhous aplrit oou1d only be 
eulti!ated by .martynlom: aucb u that of Kanai Lal and Gopi Shahs.. Their dcatb¥, 
he Mid, in each Ctie ree.~Jted. in an amazing impct111 to the revolutionary movam1..11t-. 
~ he h~ had • bomb Jn his poar~mion in the jall be would quite obcfdUUJ have 
mro-~n 1t at ~"• not Ad au Englisbmau wi'-b wbom be b&d no quarrel but; $B an 

:P ~~0 !:~ka,::!~C: ~m::.le=~~ned me that there were numbera of ~t.bwa J.O \ake 

»r. M9bul7 would a&k. tbe members of the Connon if they conatdered that the 
~~· wht~ lie had ~ fl>.rth ~~· ·~·~ .. wolll~ juoiU;r ~he !,HIJprpmonl I!' Cl)lll!us 
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!~ tba aonolus!on that the cooapilaoy bad b... so far auppreaed, that II ...,u!d be 
im~osaible for the former leaden to revive it In a daugeNila form eYeD If they 10 
df'Stred. He thought there could only be one answer. The ooutphey wu there J 
t~e materials were ~ere and thoogb it bad still 11ot fully recovend from ite 
dtsorganlsation, reonntment an..i OJ]Cani1at.lou ware ate&<tily gotog on, Wftb the old 
leaders bAek again it could, if tb"J wlshaJ, spoedHy be ravlv~ In its mos~ dangt!roaa rorm. 

Hr. Moberly next came to tbe aecond pnt4t tn th1S Viceroy'd epeeoh whiob rostate.t 
nactly what has a1wa11 been the policy ol the Goveromf!nt, na-nely, that th.9 Jatt r did 
not drsirn to keep any perton cmder restraint a moment longer than they could Jutlp a 

but b:!fOTe they telPAaed him, they must be saUa1ied that there was uo louger any daoge; 
that he would employ his freedom tn taking part in the terrortat movement alld It waa 
hue tb_at be would appeal to the mern.bort of the OouneU to h~lp the Gonrnment to move 
rapidly iu t.he direction of releatring politieal prisoners than bad httbl!rto been poaaibls 
by CI'C'.attna an atmosphere In which tt woutd be sate to rt"lesse them, Wba.t he urg&t 
was tbat leaders of public opinion and the press should unreservedly oonlicro.o the metbodt 
of terrorism, the ca1t -of the revolver and bomb murder and daeoity e.en thoagb the 
object be political. He did not ask that the patrlGtfsm and entbuaia&m ol theeo men 
&bould be belittled ; but he did ask th1ae whole couviction.s wuuld permit them to do IJG 
to atr(S the fact that tn employing methorie of torrorlam theae men we!re miegolde..i and 
were miaapplyiDg their tal8llts, that far from artvauoing the cause of their oountr.r they 
were retarding n. 

Be knew that there were soma who believed that the pronooncement Of ad van~ 
which W&'S m:u1a in 1917 waa extorted by the aucceaa of & former turorlat oonsplraoy. 
This was .abundantly clear from the writings of old revolutionaries. Such per1out may 
believe that no further nd vance would b9 secured except by atmila;r methods ; but b€! df,t 
not think thRt tbf')' can complain if the Gov rnment take mKsurea to eounter the methode 
whfcb the1 advocated. AU Government& ware bound to aoeept and m'!et the ohaltenge 
of vio1~nt coerciou. · 

Referring to the obargea whfcb bad been made fn the press that. the treatment of 
tbaae man In jail bad led to general deterioration ot tbelr healtb, Mr. Moberly said 
that although the Govamtllf'llt -regretted the necesatty for deta.tntng penoua in jail and 
fo.Uy real1aed Chat ea.ch det&ntiou was not au ideal condition for be&ltb, it me auxiou&lJ 
wat-ehf!d by medical omcera and eyerytbing poaaible wat dona to treat them -tf they ff'll Ill, 

Mr. Moberly concluded :-"The situation in Bengal is not yet Juoh that lead~ra can 
be Yeleaaed again to take their placea at the h-ead of the terrorist aDnsptrany wbiah II fat 
from extinct. 'l'be prospects of expediting relas~t!on of restraint will ~ vur greatly 
improved U young m~n who orgn.ni&e and join the terrorist groups call b' ml\dc to [egt thl\t 
the poblio c"ndemu their polio,v aud that they nre biod~rlog rather than beJplog Atlvaaoo· 
ment of thelr country and I would once- more appeal mos~ earnett.i1 to leaders of publio 
opinion to create au atmosphere hostile to terrorism &O that; re-ICMrl can bo madu mote 
r:s.pidly and aateJy." 

Deta!la o! tho Deboto. 
One noUcubla feature in tt.e dlwuuion of the nsolation on the rele'ate of detenoes 

was that except Mr. Moberly no one opposed it. AU non.ofliofat lndin.nt soppotf..o!d tbe 
motion. The- two Ministers did not vote. Supporting the mot.ion, t.be Swaraji&ts said that 
the arrest of Jloliticallet.cte-n was a move against tbc Swaraj Party. Hr .. AkbU Datta 
ohallenvrt Mr. MoberJy'a statement t.hllt the revo-lutionary party •till ext&tod anrl nld 
tbat the Govtlmment brought them int.o e:rlsteo~. NatlonaU&t h•arlera, Maharaja- Nat~re 
and Raj" or Nnsbipurs !upported the motion. as they- did not belit,n in tho esiateuce o~ aa 
organised revolutionary party. 

Sir Abdur nahlm, leader ot the &iosfem Pll;rty, while admitting tbe neorNUy or a 
special remed:r in Jpeotat circumstance~, was oppo&ed to indefinite dt>~ution wlthont trilll 
and »ked hft followeu to obey the l't'SOJotion paned by thtt All~tnLiia Millllem L1nsue 
at D~Jht. 

Mr. J, rtf. Sen Gupta dt"Bcribed the: plea taktln that. wftnmurea would ba in dang~r tn 
esse of a pablio trial as false and etted aeveral ea.u wh·~re IntifBn wftnHSeB d~pOBL>d 
agninst pnlltfcal soonsert. It tt•rroriam stflt f!-s.isted ns -a"fd by Mr. MoOOrly, then tbe 
pM&OUB nlllf~r detention bRd nothing to do with it. A• l't'Q;n.rtis Ur. Mobl"rly~a IO!lgf>ltlon 
to crente pub-He opinion against terroriam. ll.r. St>U Gupta uld thRt the National O .. mgrra 
was pledgmt again&t vJOienoe and the Jato )fr. C. Ra Du ioaoed a. mantfeato asking all 
~o 1hu.n violenc~ 

Mr. S. o. 809ft a&[d that Hr. Moberly's speech wa.a UbeUou. R·!C!.kleRB obarges h&d been 
JQ&de on tho ~Ia o! police lnfortqerl of a ClDesttonablc obaraoter wltboqt •UowinJ the 



·s•S THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL [CALClltf.l. 

detenua to ref111e those cbargea. To ask the Council to believe those vague charges 011 
auch flimsy basla waa ao imol~ to the intelliganoe of the Houao.. He referud to the 

. petition mnde by ~wo detenllB to tbe Scomary of State brlngi~g serious cbarR;e& againt 
the autboritiet in India. and praying for an impartial enqutry. The Government bad 
not tbe boldnes& to meet tbose cbal'~ nor the conn.ge to appoint a committee of cmqoirJ. 
He oharaoterised the letters .relird on by Moberly as forged and tainted IJke those pro
duced in the Pa:rnel case. 

Cloture being moved, the usolotion waa put to 'VOte without aJto,ying llr. ltoberl7 
.and t.be mover of the resolution the right to reply. Aftt'r the President declarrd the 
motion carried, Mr. Sen Oopta who voted for it &liked fur division. 

Preetdent : Did you ••Y u Aye "f 
Mr. Sen Gupta : I am not bound to a118wer that. 
President : I rule it that as you. have olt~imed di'yiaion after my declsion waa given 

In yonr ta.vour and u I understand yoa aaid 11 Aye", yon will not be entitled to neord. 
JOUr vote Oll the traolutiou.. The t..vo r.tiniaten and Mr. Sen Gopta did not record their 
vat ... 

The retolut!on for the releaao of poUUcal prisoners waa carried by 71 againat 26, The 
Council then adjourned.. . 

Budaet Diacuatioo. 
Gtneral discussion of the budget commenced on the 28th FE BBUARY. A eom· 

paratiftly thin bao.se bore teatimony to the scant att!n1 ion paU by the members to 
the discussion. Bndg-et was deteribed by some members u a masterpiece of Ulusioa 
and full of financial joggling, Several membeN comp.la.iued that enough time wu 
not ~l'ttn to them to study the budget and make suggeatlons. Tbey regret.ted tbat in 
the bndgtt tbt-re was uo mention of anJ schemPJ or d~finU.o policy. Tne Council 
thi'n sdjoorntd to m~t on the next day, the lS'f MARCR1 when after three boura' 
mRnucript eloqu«!"nee the House had to be adjourned till the Uth March for want 
of a quorum. Some thirteen mtmbera 'poke ou the Email a! iolmcut-a made in the 
Transferred D,.parlments. 

Mr. J. CampbeU.Forre&t-er regretted that no allotment b&tl ~eo made foT tho 
1tidnapore Labour Colony and for solving the beggar problellb. COncluding ho sn.fd it 
waa time th~t the Government woke ap to the fact that Kurope.un bad actually made 
up. their mmds that they were going to take au active part io polillCP, tbat thoy were 
gotnp: to put forward prop01ltions nnd tlee them eat'rii!d oat. 

• Dr~ Promothouath Bannerji nfened to the fixation or currency aud ·sat'l if the 
Ft~&nce Member looked ;o th& wealth and pt06perity of the oountq tbe apea.ker bad no 
Ob}ectlou to Jiaten to blm on the controvental cnrrenoy quaation. . 

Mr. K. C. Ray Chowd~-ory, Labnut' MembeT, said they most resis~ the preposterous 
demand or the Bombay financtfra ard iudnf-trio.1W.s 10 1b: the ratio At aistet>n pence per 
snpee.. .. ln enpport of his eontentioo, he quotM estracla from tl)e h:tter written by a 

:w•rall&t leader Mr. Satyendra Mitra now confined in Mandalay Jail who said u My 
;ws about tbe coming eorrency legislation arc not tn agreement with Bombay eapitalistl. 

8 l'f&l lnterrsts of the r,ot& will &oJler at tlle lOWt!r rate of exchange. The interest 
of the eapitaU&t and tbe general pub1ic is at variance in tbta pt\tticol&r aaee. Tbe whole 

of
proBpaganda of demanding the sixtten pence per rupeo ts engineezed by Bombay capitalists 

omky cotton mills." 

0 
Sir Abdul' Rahim aid tlun1 tn order to 1olve Important problems, all provincial 

overnmente tho11td meet the Governmt-nt of India to dllcun wlmt should be done and 
al&o auggeat£d to 6tlitt a modeTD loan p1liq for Bt>ngal alone. The Hoose then adiourned.. 

On the liTH MARCH tho Bon'bl II D d bad opportunity to repl to d. 881 e r~ anal , Finance Membert who no 
to some of the ari~cltm ~0 011 ~n. t

1
he lnat occaa1'Dn made a sta.wment. Be plying 

able to bal • 8 • non.o eJa members, he said although thoy bad beeB 
position.. T:ce JM•r ffCtJpta 

1
and expen-ses he wae not satl&fied w1th their fipauofal 

r r nances were nad~quate for their ~a. The Ho~ Jzlr Donald tben 
te Nmi to the pnbiio health department and said tha.t tbe late M 0 • B Daa had 
::n:~ onr to him a scheme for poblie health organisation He p~~aed it' on to hill 
Taib~~=:t.tobD~ ~er;t l~d tten no Haaminatfon ot t.bU &.ehe~e for some time willch was 

reaenttd • ~ ey 8 8 &enoo. . e had much to eay upon tt wben budget waa 
fnto budg~t ::t':::;:l:~~h nl~btcb prnenteri ~he Finance Department from putting 
tell tha c0un H ~1 not Be(ID or exb.mmed and as a result of that he coutd 
Dr Bentle b

1 
to.day that they had accepted the prJuoipte of the scheme prepared by 

When the .J a:he cb he said was Ur. Dae's 6Cbeme for pnblto health organisation in Bengal. 
Ple ~as carried Ollt in full, very conaideiable: eam of money, 11ay betweeu 
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B1. II and lis. 12 l•kha would be required. Tbey were going 1o m•b a beginning nezt 
year with 8 la.kba of rapeea In the budget.. It waa of eourae not poaaible to have .aneb 
a big organisation all at once. He left it to the Hon. Miniater to explain when be pre-. 
seoted hil demand. lt woald be in fuU working order at a very eatly da&e, He tbought 
he made a good ease In aDIWer to thosa who ariticlaed Mr. Du'e &eheme. 

Votill8 on Demanda for Graata .. 
The demand fOl' grants was then initiated by tbe Bon'ble Mr. MOBERLY who 

made a demand for grant of Bt. 94:,881000 for upenditure under General &dminiatra .. 
tion.. A number of amendment& were moved some making outs and oLbera refuaiog 
grants for particu1al' departments. There were 106 nob motiona on tbia demand 
nine of wbicb were moved on this day and in the oue of one only the Swaraiiate' 
witb the help of some of tbe followers of Str Abdar B&bim, were suace&lfal. Elated 
with this small succesa the Swanjiata and atahomedan members oalled for dtvtstOD OD 
every motion they moved and in all of them they were defeated1 though not; h7 a 
large majority and fn ono can there was a tie. Tbe :first motion in whJob the 
Swarajieta de[eated the Government was the demand of Rs. 8,000 onder the head 
'Staff and Household of the Governor1

• Other items in which oats were.no~accepttd 
related to the paJ of the Private Secretary Bs. 24-,000, travelling allowances of the 
Military B~retary Ba. '7,000, Governor's Baud Establishment Ra.. 70,000, Governor'a 
Bodyguard Batablishment R& l,lS,OOO. The Council then &di~nmed.. 

Miniat.er's Salatiea Voted. 
On the 12TH MABOH tbe Oou.noi1 rejected b7 65 votes to 18 the mo~ion or Dr~ P. 

1Janerjef', 'Swarajlst, totalJy mnaing Rs.. 19,000 under the head u Executive OounoU11 and 
thereby :rataing a conatttotiooal iuue. 

Then after 8 houra• dlso'i186ion the three Swarajiat motions againa~ the HI~ 
were defeated by au OTerwhelming majority. The first motion moved by Mr, J~ L. 
Bauerjee (BwaraiiH) was againit the total demand -of Bs.. 1,4&-.000; the second motion 
wat for the nfusal of the a)ary of Ra. 1,20,000 of both the Htniaters aud the tut 
one for the refusal of the salary of one M:ini&ter, R'!. 6~000, AU the three motions 
wero negatived, 69 voting fo~ and 78 against. Amo.ng B1nda members onl)" Swara .. 
jiBta and amone 1tahomeda1ll Sir Abdur Babim ~nd his followers eapporkd tho 
motions for refusal. 

Hr. J. k Bannerjee said that tbe Mintsters lost confidence by not voting for the reaoln· 
Uon demanding tbe releaM of the deWnuea and in not going to the scenes of oommnnat
riota. llr. B. Chakravarti before election said that so long as the de.teDus w.ere not 
released., no one ehouid aeeept M:ioiater&hip. Tbe deten118 were tttll in jail~ yet Hr. 
Chakravarti aoccpted a Ministership. · 

Mr. Ohakravartf, M.intster, said that the Mlolstel'l had bad joint reepontlbUity and 
the1r duty would be to terve both tho commollitlea. He detaHect the polio7 that would 
be followed by him. 

Kr. s. C. Bose said that the present Ministers uetther enJoyed the confidence or the 
Hoose nor were capable to Jead tU Houae. They were enthroned on. the votes of 44: 
Government nominated members. By not fOtiog for tho release of the detenot tho 
Mlniaters bad aontribnted to the el&fll'y of the Ho1118 and the &lavery of tbe country .. 
The Ministera had not made any Rggestion for a forward march for the freedom of the 
country. 

Sfr Abdor Babim, atter refering to the ctrcomatancea ln which the present M.inbtry 
was formed, said that eo far at Mr. Gbosuavi was aonceraed the eotire Hahomedrm public 
was opposed to him for tha ignomlniooa part pla)'OO by him. 

Tbe Hon. Mr. Moberly said that U the resolution was carried, thete would be no Hints.. 
ters. The motion wae not against partf:oolar lllniatera bu.t agalnat d.f6roby and tho 
present conttitutiOD. 

Mr~ H. s. Sahrawardy protested agatnat tho insult hurled ou the sapporters ol 
M.re Ghorooavi as hired votml and aJao against the method o% intimidation emplo1ed b7 
oerta.ln eeetions. 

The moJotion9 were put one by one and declared l01t.. Hr. Moberl7ta motion that 
1\a, MsSS,OOO for expenditure aDder General Administration as amended ~y the Co110cU 
he granted waa carried 88 voting for and 86 against it.. Tbe OouncU then adJOUrned.. 

Land Revenue l><mand. 
On the 15TH MARCH five more motlou for reduction or grant under land renoue 

w,ro D<gathed, Bwarajfata and Natlo1111!lata advemel7 orilioloed the anne7 and .. ltlemell$ 
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operatiOlll whlob tOO, aald was the r<IOl ca~so of the IU·feellpg between l"!ldiprdlll04 
lenaJ>IB; fh• !l!a~l& of Nadia, on behalf ol .tho Government, gave an """"""'0!1 t~at · 
h8 · would epq~ Into the grie-ce.• Jl. brought to ~ notice, ~h9 prig41al ~1ljl 
WI& agreocl.to. 

Government.'& Forest Policy. 
Tho polioy ol the Government regarding administration of the ll'o,..t Doparlroonl 

- crlnci,.d when Ba. 11,(8,000 ,. .. demlUded for tbat dcpartmept. In propoe!Dg token 
~~ ~~ ~!V:&TV>iiatl!: ~rged Jndianisalion i~ the ~orest Senjce ~nd aaked for tbe atepe 
t)lkeu bJ the Goverl)ment to accelerate ludianlsatlon. Replying on behalf of tbe Govero· 
me~t, Na'\"ab Naw•b AU Cbap.dhuri saki ~ha~ ainco 1923 tber~ was eteadJ indlanJsatio~ 
~ ~~ Joreit senice. Out of 6 appointments in the superior aervjce there are four Indiana 
~q oplJ one European aiUl ill subordinate service all ~dD.cers wer~ lndiAUL ~he de~ud.. 
"11!!1 B!~U~ without a !>Ill •. ;fh~ Poupcll lldjoorncd. 

Other Rodgot Demand& 
On ~be 16TH li~RP.R tho deba~ In the Council on budgel demanda was Vff1 tame. 

Att,end~ce JV&a poor. Owing to the eleotion oJ the Calcutta Corporation Councillors, 
C,.l~ntta membere COl!J~ not attend. · 

~awab Nawahali ObaudhurJ p>oved tht Ra. 61,88,000 be grant<d for upooditure 
~nder ~rlgation. There wue on the agenda 20 moti!lD! for r!!duction but only tour, aU 
token cuts for one iupee, were movt'd and negatlwd. 

The Hon. Mr. Moberley moved that Re. 85,02,000 ~granted for administration of 
Justice. Moalvi Sadique moved that tbe demand for tbe Original Bide of the High Court 
be refuled. He mid that the Original Side of the High Coort waa JDaint.aiued at the upense 
of tbe poor villagers for tba benefit of the people of Calcutta. It waS a monumont of Ill 
iniquitous a,stem of taxation. · · · - -

Hr; Mobcrley xeplled that !~ waa a matter for tbe Gover!l!D~n~ of lodla. Tho 
motfon was negatived. - · · · · · ·· 

Mr. J. ~· Bapnerjae - moved that the demand of Jla. 82,000 for tbe appellate 
atda of tha H1gb Ootut be redoeed by Rs, 26,1Bl. He aaid that bls ol>joot Wl'll to refuse the 
demand for-t;he paper book department. · 
!I'•· Mpr. •obtrleJ pointed ont.tbat the Govetnor mads tbieltem for -p4perbook non-votable. 

liD reafd~t uid that any censure Oil the paperbook department was a censure on tba 
Government and be would not allow that. At tho same time he would allow Mr. Bannerjee 
\o move a cot out ot tbe whole demand withont refereuoe t.o the pape:rbopk department.. 
Allu """"' dlacusJ!onlha -~011 wa~ negaUved. The OouooU adjoorne;l. · · 

Di&eusaion ou Jan Expeniiture9 

aud ~~!:1 ~~et ~~~~,!~ !he de~_and of Rs. 84116,000 for txpenditute under Jai~ 
~u~. · In Plakiag the dema':l 8 ~:" ;::a&e~ and e~t.naU:y granted without a lingle 
epeeial P~~qniriee had bten m'ari \ araJ& of Nad1a Ajd that during recent yeall 
ment. had i!iven effect to !Om of ~connection with this department and the (loveJ1\" 
h!Ld been ·taken to im 111 · be 8 0 . 8 ~rc?'endaUoua of the Jail CO~mi~* Steps 
~~. steps also bad ~llv;.i condi~ton of pnwuer~ that of jad atatf and also jail bo,Uq, 
foo11 1M!: tptrod-qoe4 tor thct eb!;:r·~~~·~uH~ frotD juvenUo prieon~. A Ptll WQAl~ 

. ~ Ptopo&ing a token ~ P o escent off"'ndera. 
for be.luul. been au inmate oi i:1 fo:~issor Jb L. Ban!rje~ ~arrated his p&rsonal experl~ncet 
de•erlbed OJ BOUle. l'1l 1 b mont 8• lndum J&da he said were not aa ba" p 
prhl®ef:11 wen ~® hati;~e~~=ere not bar~wua and diet w• aufllcient. The bulk 0! 
o:lfendef~t nezt the proTbion oJ · ::i~ ~h; ti~~ necessity was at>gregati9n Of ba.bit~' 
P'it•P•!11 •ud aboUtloq o.I()JIUvjo_l war~e~~ot l•g, '~PPIY of tQ~CCQ llll<! ~moaemenlo! 19 
· Othe( membe"! ~q llorraled lb•lr · 11 • 
aua&samnce of conducting an enqu· f'to U:(¥'rl0acea. The Maharaja ofNadiagt.~ 
Na~ll Ba~ntJ'lee enggqttd tbe ~~S:'of :ete the prisoner~ grievauc~ :pr. Promoth,q 
~J!IIIanltJ llud e<oii!I!DJ, · - ·· .!1~• to ledDC~~J•II <>:peudit~r~ on ll'••uda of 

. Dlacualon on PoUco Demand. 
Tha pobce ~ematld &lllounUog II> R. 172 

token cnt nnu.official' 1;11e~ht-rt took· • .• .~&,000 was next. discussed. In moving 1r 
Anot.her loember snggeeted tl~at' the C f>XfJf'llt\~, t.o the lticu&P![! of European aergeantt. 
Oaleutta Pollee and not the general rate.'i!ac;~: Mt:anieip~lit.y ahould pay the coat of the 

Ut Moberly ~emfnded tba Houso ot ut0 
llergeouta d•r!J!8 tho Oalcntta dots, Tbe H exh oel~t oen!eeo rendo!ed b7ll:oropeu 

. O,Q.Be l Og. tv.l~OOIJled, 



2i itU:. 'i1J . . v6t1N'G 6Iii bEll'& .iNns ssi 
.. ~ on· ~be i9i'IJ liABL'l~l further discussion of motion foi red'uottoD Of P~H~ ~aDd 

was teaumcd. Tba HoUM wae as tbin as on the laat two prnioua da)'8. Only Lbree 
reduetton motions were discuased, two relating to the demand for the PnsideuOJ . Polioe 
and'. t~ _other in connection with the District Exeout.ive Force. All tbete mottona wen~ 

:aega~~~joumment motion to dfsouas tho aciion of the Diatr!ot ,;iaglat~~- of Mard~b 
in interfering. with the worBbip of Kali was not alloWed for want of tupPort ot the Houae. 
The firlt cut ou the Police Demand waa tbe motion to. redooe tbe demand under tbe 
Presidency Police by Be. 2 hl.kba,. Thero was also another motion em the. ~ma demand 
of a token. qu~ ..of one rupeoe. The mover aud his aupporien~ apo'ke of tbe, bopeleu iJI .. 
elliciency of the Caloutta. loiice throUJZbout the Jaat 3'if&r and said that they did not deaene 
&nJ increment. ,Duri»g communal riots t.he Police. failed to preserve pta.OG.- "' ,_ .• 

. One tpeaker said. that it was not impo88ible for Mr. Mobetl;y to dtsoover the rlDgle.ader: 
'!f commuual riots. After tbe whole- mischief was done, tbe ao.tbori&in extel'lli'Jd \:he 
Goondaa to their native villages tQ spread trouble thera and rewarded Oile ot tbe Sea!Sel'!ll 
bJ giv!ug him high appo!utmenf. Auothum.mb<r auggeotcd draat!o' ..._,uia\lon of 

t~ ';~~e No~810M:i. ~berly, r!p1;rhig1 Mid' tbat lad ,m· tbe.oommmial nOta tO O.!~Ut.A 
were better managed. Al!J. to 1he &UE"ged inefficiency of tbe Caleu.tta Pollee,. Mr •. Mobe'rly 
qD:oted figures showing dectnse of the oases of theft and piDk:Poek.eting. !l'he oocaUle 
amuggltng buiom bad be~n considerab1)' cbt>oked. Ae ftogarda commauat troublea Mr~ 
~oberly aatd :-"The attitude of Europu.nl throughout oommonal riota had been to I.e\ 
t~ .~wo eommuniUea eet_t~e their diaptlffl between _tbf"m8elne and whatever we do ca»~-' 
have any fillality~ Until we get the It:adera Oil both sides to find a modlll viJ~ndi, I.am 
afraid commuDal trouble would not be stopped. What we do is to try to malntata 
peace. We dltUke to be dragg~ into a di6pute wbicb bas d·relfgioua baai& AB ngarda 
procession.. we have to mak& speofal arrangemeots wbeB rfotB are goinst on." A prooculou 
ahould be allowt'd ta take a particular oou-rae.- Steps &re' to be taken to eee that no 
distarbancea al"iae as far as posatble. Wet are perfectly willing,· and the Oommi&aionar of 
Poliea ta prepaud,. to maintain the rights of the· Hfndos, but I think the House 1Fill 
agree with me tbat when a proccaetou comes atong ft'D.d·we have reaBOU to belle?& that·- it 
is to annoy Mabomedl\0!1, tbo Oommiasjoner of Pollco it pcrfeotJy zlght 1a aug8~attug 
another route In order tbat the t~o eommtmlties may not come jnto contUat..11 

Another motion to Jtdtroe the- dentantt Ullde't tlle-heatt-•1 Dlatriot Eucutlve Foroe" 
l;y Be; IT lak!JI>waa ~ Tba Couno!t adjoul'llO<t,; 

_ • . o;.ndilionai- B.!.. .... of ~. · s. o: li;,.., 
- On- tho lllST MARCH;• replying· to ,. reduction dlt Ot!minal lnvestfgaUob DopartmmiC 

ReWatda to private.pereons, the H~ HY.. Moberly,· referrln~ to the condition. of Mr. 
8-ubasb:· Obundn BosS,- a det~· said·: n l would· lik& tO' tak&- thd OOunoU- Into m~ 
confidence &Bn!gude the· ea• -or Mr~ 8. 0. ·Bose. l tbln:t memben wiU agree that· tb8 
incarceration· of Mr. Bose baa exposed the OOvernment to even., criticisED and tb&t it 
follows that If the Government· have not reteased" him or at AnJ rate· rela-ft\1· the deg'tee 
ot restraint to· which be hU ~n subjecUd;· ito i1 Wcamte the)- bone.au,..- belfet-e tb&t it: 
would ndC be aaftr ta' do ao." Tbe prennl:" Sitmstioll" i1' that botb tbC Gowrnmsnt and 
:Mr. Bofle.IUils& that th~J CAD detain bb!i' alttfl the e:plratioU of .tbei Orimlnal Law" 
Amendment Aoi. UnfortunStel,_ tbe'" Government have rtcefved unf.vourable aecou'lltt" 
of Mr. Bole's heattb:- He- was aaminod· jointi,.- Iut month by' Ids broth&l'1 Dr. Sanu· 
01nmdel"" .BCJR,f and L~'OoL · KelsaUJ• Senior Medical Omce-r fo: Bimna. t·do not ptOpoee 
to-read•the·whole'repOrt n'thc time at-my di&pol&\ is very' ehort· But the general con! 
oluatou· is'- u folloWs: "Altbotrgb' on~ of ua ha1l only seen· him reeenly forth& tint tllll&i 
wt5 agree· that- hfa- genent! applearance· ia' not' indicative of' good bealtb5· TakiUg late· 
COI181deration hts loa& of weight, hie slight but perailtent· .rise of temperature we· are 
IDcliBM- to· the• 'flews that \benr u If posa!b!lfly ofearly·toWro!O, attboogb tbi!re !1 Dot 
enough evidence on: whicb·to han· a· dia"gUOSi&.' We agree• Jf he were a private' pat: lent
of. ~tther _of us;~ ~r _advice to. him .would be ~ :regard himseJf u • sasplcJoua qr,se of 
ear}J' tubercle aud to put bimrilf undm; ~~ best _condi~iou. _ •• te~llrdt cllmato,t .Co<HI,. teat. 
etc., to combat tb-Js df:stture. We do- not regard ~e condition Ullder which be moat 
-necessarlly be daring confinement· iif·jtu· ae·coJidUOivls to re1toratfon of hla bealtb.n 
llubeequom!y Dr. lluDU. Obunder Booe wrote a furtber opioton: "lD'regard to dlagooaia 
aud tr<atment of l!!r. Sa bub Ohandeio- Booe'a Uhi...,. I am prepared 10 gil oflll lliep 
further,.- After carefully _ weigbiog· tbe- evtdezioe buore me.· I aboold, rea&rd bia cue u. 
definite ODe oftuboleU!OB!I of tho laDga. !ir advice regardiug ueatmeot.I<IO!veo itself. 
Into fl) au !mmodiale oea voyage and (l!) pro!Dugod atoJ In a I&D!tor!aat In Swlter!aud 
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of which I have just recently intimate peliODal knowledge and experience." Thia notO 
wu IUD by Lt.·Col. Kelsall who remarked "1 han uotbiDg to add to our )oint 110te 
which I think, expre&iCI the oact eondis.ion of affairs.» 

It wUl be seen that at the moment Mr. Subaah Chunder Bose ia not 88fioualy ill 
and ecrt-alnly not inoapaoitated bu~ he has been advised to go for a sea voyage and to 
stay in Switzerland, Now. the. Criminal Law Amendment Act d-oea not run outside 
Beogal uoept u regard& detention iu jail in ot.her parta of India, All that we ead do 
under· the act conaiatent with safet.7 ia to arrange for his transfer to a jaU In a bet.tet 
climate: and Ulat is not what i8 recommended. The Uovarnment are not prepared to bring 
him to- Bengal and in any event theJ are advised that Bengal would be aa bad as or 
worae-than BUima for his hc:altb. Effec\ can only be given to the auggut.ton that be 
ahould go to Switzerland if he were released and if he was oDoe released there would in 
the ordinary course be nothing to pu"Rnt biB nturn to Bengal, at any rate a contin
geuos wbioh the Go'?ern.ment. are not prepared to face. We are willing1 bowever1 that 
ld.r. Boae eb.ould. baTe auob opportuuitiet as we can aft'onl him of recruiting hia health. 
We are, therefore, p~pared to releue him if he will give ua hia word of honour that he 
will proceed hom Uangoon t.o Europe by a sbtp whiCh does not touch at any port in 
Iudia and that he will, thereafter, not. at.te111pt to enter lndia1 Burma or Ceylon until 

· the Bengal CriminW Lf.w Amendment Ant baa ~::tpind. It will--be obserVed t.bat we 
shall not demand any admission u rcgarda hia pa.at or any promise as regards hit future 
OOlldoot. We are mereJy asking t;bat. we be kept in the same pOBition as regards cont.roJ 
O'?er his moTe~Wmt in lnd1a u we are at present. ThiB proposnl, concluded Mr. Moberly, 
has not been made to Mr. Bose as I do not wlah him to tbiDk that we want to force ic 
upon him. But I put thla forwatd publicly ln order that if he think& fit be may avail 
01 it. He will know iD. ad'l£U1~ that we are prepared to accept. it." 

Government's Ezciso Pulley Attaeked. 
On tho 22llD I!.AllOR tho demand ol llo. 22,98,000 lor Exclao waa farther 

discua&ed. 'l'.be tiwua}iats and Mahomedana condemned the policy of tbe Govemment 
acheme leading to total prohibition in a abort time.. The demand wa& carried without 
any cut. 'lbc delll&lld of B.a. 22,981000 under ngistration was also granted without 
cut. The neu demand of &t. 13,.861000 lor expenditure undel' education tra11Bfe.rn.'ti 
was taken up. DiacunWn had not cono!uded when r.be Council adjourned. 

Government's Edueatlou 'Policy Criticised. 
On the 23RD ldABCH, afte:r a heated debate Jaet.iDg for full two hours, in which 

th~ edu<:ation WOlicJ ol \he Govemment. with reference to the appoiDtment o( r.he 
V Joe· Chancellor of. the Calcutt& Univeuity wa• aeverely ortUciaed t.be Houae pused 
~ total demand ot Be. _1,1S,S51000 provided for education by 61 v~ to 2:. Bwarajiflls 
did not. nte. 'l'h aurptl~b ot t.be e:veniug was tho speech of Mr. J. L •. Bannc:jell 
wbo defended the Vice-Cbaneel.lor and twietW tile Swe.rajists that they were e)amourlng 
because the moaopoly of a partiCular patty in the University WB'B now broken. · 

.Mrs Oate», Dirtet.or of Pablio lllfit.lllction, made a etateme:nt denying the charge 
that there bad been any attempt on hitt part to oificialiae the Univen~ity .. 

The Swarajiate. headed by Mr. Bata.t Ob9 Boae and Dr. B. o. Bay; maintained that 
~ attempt to vftio~albe the Univertiity had been going on aince tbe year 1V23 whea 
SU' Aahu~osb Muket}ee, in a letter t.o His Excellen~ Lord Lytton poiuted out tbat 
the Government did not want an independent man as Vice-Ohan~Uor but one who 
eould auTJ ~t the mand&te of _tOO GoYemmellt and act aa the epy of tbe Qonmment. 

The fdmi&ter for E~ocat1on '1\o&B not taken to tatk by the Houu 88 the membe:H all 
:fi:,d \.ba~ _all tbeJC tbmp happened btfore he ueRmed oflice but they warned him 

cau 1~ aa graYe dangu was ahead. Inoiden~y tb; House m one voice 
uked t.bed M.m11ter to inttoduee a bill to reform the Univera~n. on the linea of the 
zteommen att0Il8 of the Sadler Commission •J 

7he Hon'bie Mr. B. Chakravarti in • re 1 -A~ h · '-•-.:-
wa-s to iDtrod1oee a proper bill whieh , ld P 7, Bl!iiu,~ t e Rouse that bia u.~~'""' ... 

woa meet rtqairements of tM situation. 
The Ommell then adjumed >o meet CD tho b 1• 

diacuu.ed demands for gtanta undu tho head ''-ld.edica~ day the 24:TH HABCH w en " 

The Governor'• Speech. 

wh~ B.~ a E;~~e!~Bi!dth~ s:araiistain a body abstained from attending the Council 
~ J on prorogued tbe Council and bado farewell to the 

&:~e:c;n!::~gh them to the people the;y repreBODted, In tho courae ot his spt.ech Bia 



26 lu:R. '27] GOVERNOR'S SPEECH ~33 
"The period in which we have been brought together and worktod either tn 

agreement or in opposition to each other haa been a transitiOnal pertod In which 
aome hau tried to prove the ulue aDd the ot.bere the tutiltt7 of the pr4!:aeD.t conatitut.foO:. 
1 recognise that both have been sincere. It will be my endE:avour, when l return 
to England, to be equaUy sincere and to interpl'C!t as fairly aa 1 oan to my own 
countrytpen both t.he merits and defects of the sy~tcm of Oovetnmeut wbicb, after 
full eDqulrJ in this oonntry they hoped, would bo found aut~ to tbe exietfng 
condl~ione. I trust you wUl agree that 1 have rightly interpreted the f•u:~ta of the 
eituatton, if I tell them that, while all parties in India dHire the main principle ol 
the British constitution to be applifd in this countr7 as nearly aa poulble1 no 
constitution is likely t-O be acceptable which proceeds on tbe ataumption that 
political conditions in lodia are similar to thou wbioh t>xiat tn Great Britain. Equally 
no 80118titutton ie likely to work well which ia baaell more upon an abatra® poli-lical 
than ou a study of t.be actual conditione ot tbe country. The existence o! au Ex~CD• 
tin, which cannot be removed by the !Hgielature and of a Lcgislal.are wbir.h cannot 
be rtmOTed by the Executive. is not ealculattd to produce harmony between tbc two, 
and without harmony between the Legislat.urc and the Executive dllotent government 
ia impo8Bib~ To ensure harmony aD elu~ted Lr>gislaturo r.quirea an .Escoutin 
re11ponaible to it and removable by it and an irremovable E.r:caotive requires a nomina· 
ted Legft~latore. A system whicb aecares the aaptemaay of the Execa.t.ive, not by tbe 
nppoJt of the Legta.lattne but by e:xercise of an over.rfdlng authority, Ia not, I tblnk1 
proving tbe beat preparation for fuU respondble government. 

Pioviaeial Contribution. 
«I& will be agreed, I think, by all that we have had a difficult machine to wot-k 

and the machine has been more difficult to work in Bnlgal than eluswherey becant.e 
of the infquitable financial ba•ia on wbicb the new Governmenc was t'lltabHslted in 
thia province.. The Mescon Seltlemeut baa been a mill-atone round the necks of 
tucceuive Governmeuu, rendered all the heavier by tbe period of trade depression 
which foUowed the. inauguration or the Befotma. 1'he reminion of aJl provincial 
cootributfon11, which we are promitied in the near futu~ wiU not help, but onl7 
accentuate the handicap which baa been pJa'Ced upon Bengal; fort the in~quity 
conslated not tn the amount of our contribution to tbe Government of tndi~ but in 
the inadequacy of the sources of revenue, made available to tbe province. Tllose who 
crltloin the failure of tbe Reforms in Bengal, must not, therefore, asoribe It to an7 
special penenity in the Bengali .race, bat should recognise that, apart from the 
de.cta ot tbe con11titution itself, wbioh 'Bengal bu &bAred tu common with other parta 
of lad!a, tblo proviDCO bas been plaeed aDder a band!cap peculiar to !taell. · 

Plea for Poliiical Edacatloo. 
a The :Reaezved Departments of the Go.vernment have 9Uffen'd becalll8 the7 are 

JHened and therefore &ttractive targets for CJ1Uciem and the Transferred Department. 
have &Uif~red beoanae there was no moner for their devt'lupmeut. There baa been 
little attraotJou to the political parties to undertake responaibUity for administering 
the department.& that "Could not be adequately developed &ud party unUy baa bt>en 
impab<.>d b7 the ri-valry ot individual ambitfone. Sucb condition& bavo facUitated 
polltieal blackmail and led to chaTgea of oorrt1ptlon, evil& whlch must.be attributed 
not to the oounuy but to the aystem. In Great Britain during tbe evolution of the 
conal.itotion, in the 17th and 18th centuries, when powerful families contended tor 
power, aimila.r -ev:ila were prevalent to a far greater 'f.r:tent. The nmedy wu found 
111 the u.ten&ion of t.be lraoobise and In the gtowth of organised polUical partio. 
The same remedy wUl :no doubt, be found in India, b'llt an ex~ntlon of education 
it an tudispeDJ&b!e preliminarJ to thiS first and adequate reaonrce:s for tbe development 
of Joc:al netdl are neceatalJ for the second. Daring the life·t.ime of thi1 001moU1 a 
new Parliamentat7 Commtsaion will anive iu. India to stod7 tho a::perienoct of 
the elgbt or nine yean and to hear optniona from all sectio-ns of the popolatlou 
regarding the alteration!, if any, which are desirable in the contUtation of 1919. 
DOl'iDg that enquiry you will have an oprortuoity ot explaining the pall and of 
recommendiDg cbaagee m the future. May 1 suggest to you, in the capacity whioh 
I have asked JOU to allow me to to asmme to-day, that the larger the meaeure of 
agreement. 3'0U can aeoure, the greater wtll be the nloe of the cvtdenoe )'Oa. can give 
on both tbeae points t lt 18 for \bl& reason tbat 1 have nutored to espreu an oplnii)D 
"" ..... ef the larJer !loa.. lllvolud ill tbo Imming or a conatltatlon In order tbat 
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i'n the time tllat ttmains, you maf be considt\iing t~eat tnue& &Ji"d 
opinion upon themu~ 

Hindu-ld06lem Unliy. 

(cAteuttA. 
oryBtalliaing 

Coneiuding'j His ExoeUrncy rcftrrt•d to the problem' of Hinda-iloalem outtj and 
iald that the two eommuDitita were eqnnlly dll'itlt'd hr tbo province j lnit to: ffl1 thiR 
tba rhahy waa an insuperable_ obstacle to nny constttoUonal· min'nC"'- WOU'!d hi 
abaord tot to ignore alll'lgetber auch a· fnndamentai facD- Wdntd b6' cQuaHy fooltall'. 
He weicoJMd the r~Uc;WIIhip Movement. Tbe only raad to pea<M"',· said' Lotd: l.]l't.Mn, 
whioh often an7 hope or liOCCfEP, i& the one which tho· tate' Mr*- 0. ~ Datrttied to 
folJow and which J have equally tried to frtllow in· the formaiion of ehe· Mini!trit!IJ, 
11amely, t.be orgaDieatioli of pa1tiee on political rather than on co.mmunat !in~ How 
beet to frame a dtmooratia. consl.itution, ,·bieb- "'ill' fa'Ctlitate tbi& ohjtct, and,·wht1tt 
ea~ardiDg the doe. reprtat•ntaUon of aU, make tho: npreaentatiVP.a aniwerable to & 
mixed ~ather than to a communal tlcototate i8, then Core,. anothet laue whiolr 1 
commend to your special con~oldl>Jation. If the leRding men Of aU partiNf and an 
commuuitie.!i in Btn,al wiU eoneentrate their aumtion upon· t1la problt-m• with wb1cb 
tbq are so HpcoiaUy quaJitkd to deal, itislead of waiting fot outeid""' -&uggesttomr, 
whioh each can criticif& from t.beir ruptot1ve points· or vtctrt I feel sore that a eo!uUon 
will be found nen b<:>fore the ParUelUflltal)' Commission arrivff,• and· in- that case 
Bengal wiJl joitify tbe: claim ·it ill prood• to mRke of ltroiing the polttic9l tboogbt Of 
India. The eugge£Uon tbat . t-he' British Pnlii\'I"DPnt m'Gst dt!Oirle the rhrl1 and form of 
each ancetmve i;tage in tbe developrent of the lndi:..n oonatitution is often resented 
in this eountry and ie or.e Bl'DH wry naturaUJ l't'l!!nttd. Bot, genllrmen, there is 
n~ need to wait fflr Parliament if you ean :soor~('llvts find a &oJution of the admitted 
dtfllcuutrs which hrset tho path of c~nshlattona.l dfflh1pment. The ratification bJ 
~uUamc.Dt of au agrteutf'nt T~ached in tbia coa:atry would be an eaay matter and 
~volva no humiliation. Jt is only atb'mpta to force prematnreiJ a oar·sidf'd eolutioa 
h7 violence and Jntimidation that bring tttrife and humiliation. In oonolnaion, 1 
dettre to 8811\lre you that nothing which' baa bappentd. during my term of omce· ID 
this -pro"!lnce bu ~t aU aba"ktn my failb in the Deon&lty for developing tba Indian 
~1t1tut1on as rap d.y aa posaible ou linea wbJeh will 'provide for nationtU e:z:pressio~ 
..~.-. hcve found the difllcultit'l to be greater than 1 knew be[ore I oame here, bol 
dtfficaltt. are. made to be overcome.. lt is the test ol statamanship to rcoognilm 
lhem and, wilh nuwellrylng pallence and andlmlnbhcd laitli to-overcome them. 



The Bombay Legislative Council 
~e Third Bombay Leglalattvo Council nuder Lbe Be-forma Act met at Bombay ~ 

tbe 18TH FEBRUARY 1927. The baainesa. of the Booie on tbit da.y cooailted of 
swearing in of Memben and the elrotion uf Hr. ~blavl aa President~ Next day1 
the t9tb t:natant the baaine&B of tbe Hoose included an. a'!ijoarmeuli motion which 
waa _diaaUowed ~the election of Bao Bahadu.r Kambll na Vice-Prt:lident. -

Tho Governor'• Openina Sp••-=b. 
Ou tbe 21$1' FEBRUARY addrenlog the memb..ra of the Ooonoll Rlt E•oelleooy 

the Governor noted with aatfsfaotiou the mnoh greater Interest taken by tbe eJecton 
during the last elect.fou ~ on the prevla.ua ocoauon 81 was clear from. the D'llDI• 
ber of votea caae. 
· Referring to Dr. Paranjpye'a new omCf", be felt eure tbat the memben would 

congratulato- him and would 'reaU118 tbat not otily woo.M India banefit by tbe abHitr 
and aperienoe whiob be won hi bring to the [ ndla CoonotJ, bot that, Bomb&J would 
ha-vo on it a repre&entative tully ac:qualnted wltb the ~Pdt or tho Preeidt·nay. Bta 
Gonrnment had • eWferm a great autl untoxprot.t•d loss; but while Dr. Paranjpye*a 
d~parture was a loa to tbem hie earv:Ct'a in Lont!on woold be a gr~at gain to IDdfa 
in general and to Bomba7 iD ~~tfco)ar darlog tbe nut five year& wbfcb were fraught 
with 10 much importance. 

Oom!Dg to the budget Rill B ... llenoy ..., .. w that a deftcll of B~ SO lakbaln · 
Rombay1a budget for 1927-28 was appro:limate!y equal to the amount of provinolal 
contribution to the Government of lndta, so that bot for wbat they had to pay away 
to a&ai&t tbe 1luanoea of tbe Central Goven1ment, they had !n faot a budget whiob Walt 
balanced. Hi! ExceUt.nC}" reiterated that tha Mettou Award bad a very tnjuriouaand1 
to bts mind~ unfair eft'rot on Bomhyta finances. It was imponible, he oon.Uootcl 
without aerlout detriment to e&Nnttal aerfiaes anJ. Irreparable damage to \be seoo.rity of 
law ~~ond order and to the nation }J,~itding eunloea, to reduce upenditore further tb&u 
bad alreAdy been done.. 

''My Government doe& not feel joatdlcd In ukiog the ConucU to vote any fort.bef 
taxaliou in ordt'l' to enable ua to meet onr liability 10 the Government of India and 
we are fortunate in bt>ing able for the Um.J V.iog to m!l!t tba emcSB front tb& eninge., 
We do ~ot do tbis wit bout. a mlsglvlni!, but with thtt caofideuoe tbar. a rnl1lon of tho 
JHUlf'trleUt coupled with ao~e return of trade protperity will enable~ 01 to oonttnae to 
provlde for tbe inhabitant& of thla Pt'f'tlideD-'1 those nnlcwa to wldoh they are 
aocn&tomt'd and to wbiob they have a rfstht.•• 
' ~rdtng the agricoltora:l Sltoa.tio~ Hie ExceJl~ncy usurod tbe. membert1 It was 
unlikely a situation of • 'Vny SP.:fous cbaract~r would arise., D2aJiug wttb the roads, lt 
would appear to him d~&lrahle that before any Centro.l Road Board for India waa tet op 
full enquiry ~bould bo mado into the qlll"stion as to whether ali any rate for a few JMnt 
to Come, development of road• should ntot be solely a qnf"stioo for loosl Governments auq 
Oefo1e any deolefou wae arrived at, evecy pruldonoy and provlnoe tnoludlng lodlau 
Statu ahoold be eonsuUed. 

Concladlnv, Hi& Excellmo.y said that no one at pURmt conltl for¥caR tbe conatftutiou 
of the Dext elected Coo neil, for daring t be life of the preto:mt Council the Stat a tory 
Qomminton would 'Viett India and tt mtgbt be tbat t.be rcoommendalloot ol that 
Commis&ion ~ould have received Statntory aanot.ioo.. Sn1 tbe uest Council mfgbt be 
a vef1 different ODe. He did not mention thla with any ldtS of sogge•ting that lt 
should In any way inftuenoe tbe aotfoa of the membert. On the oonU.r.r, be would 
urge tlwm to do as tbt'y bad dane in the past, namely, 1.0 voice their views freelr 
and bonretly and oon•llt#-ntiJ carry out their obHgatiOll to their oonttlta~nte aod 
their ~uuy~ Jo.dgillg by the pa¥ aix. Jeara it might t.ruly be eatd that the mem
Dera ot the Bomba7 Conooll bad end£a~oufed- to work the rcfomu1 however limlt.ed. 
ia th• ac.ope and dlfllanlt tu their appiicat.ioo in m.ny reapeota the at.atnte migbC 
appeaf &o tome ol them.. That wu the rigbl spirit aad tbe prealdeoo7 bad, ever7 
JoaiOD to be proud of Ita elected reprosentatlvet. 
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Budset lor 1927·28. 
After the Governor's epeeoh, Sir 0. V. Mehta, the Finauee Member, presented the 

Bad~et for 1927-28. In the oooroe of hla speech be said :-
Tbc opening balanca of the year 19i6-27 W&B estimated at Rs. 664 lakha which. 

wu e:s:prct;ed to b& rOOuoed at the end of the year to Rs .. 41'-l la'kha doe to revenue 
deficit of Ba. '16 lakbs and deficit of 11& lakbs onder capital _and debta seot.ion. 
The revenue onder the former bead was Rs. 1,532 lakha and expenditure 1,607 and 
under the latter btad receipt& weu Rs. B 17 lakba and diabursr.meo.ta Ba.. 4:32 lakht. 
For the next year the revenue unde-r retenue aceoont is est.imatert at B&. 11608 
Jakba and u:pendidure Rs. 1,!.68 lakba leaving a deficit of Ra. 50 lakha, while 
under debt deptnlit&- and ad-vances receipts are Ba. 969 lakhs and dia~buraementa 
Rs. 428 l•kba with deficit ol Es: o~ l•khs. Tho d•ficit of Rs. 16 Jakbt, continoad the 
Finance Mf!mber, was principally mn.:ie up of decrease in revenue under three bt>st 
revtnne.eatning beads, Land Revenue, Excise and Stamps. The decrease under the 
irat head was doe to unfavourable su6onal condltiona and even larger sospen&tona 
and remiaaiDna would have to be given than had been estimated whe.n the budget . 
waa made. Undor Excise tbe fall was uplainrd by tbe experimeat of trying a system 
of Bimtdtaneoua act.iona wbiob, however, had not yielded the expected usults though 
the «let to the State was cerkinly uorbitant. Tha third head, Stampe, bad saBered 
OWinJZ to depremon in trade. 

Coming to the Development Department transactions whiob were not included 
In tbe fi~area given abo'Vf', Sir Obunilal said that an additional aubsidy of 7 and a half 
lakha had been prcnided for in the budget for 11cxt year to meet eatimated lou on 
anburban rcbeme.. The aetivities of the department bad been cortail~d but it wat 
utrtmely difficult to make ~my reliable estim.a.te at tho loss. The department had put 
down what It considered liquidation nla.e. Tbis lOBe amounting to Ra. 111 lakba 
was proposed to be covP.red by a subsidy of Ra. '1 and a balf Jakba from general 
rtvennea to meet both interest and tinking fnud obargea on a 60 years basta~ 

ProoeediDg~ tbe Finance Member referred to eoonomy in public expenditure and 
taid that in every coontry the Viotorian ideal of letting the people do everything for 
tbem.selvea wu being abandoued and the aotivities of the Governmf:nt were exten•Ung 
in direcUona which were not only not contemplated before but wbcre Interference or 
Gove~ent wu resented aa objectionable.. That the process of retrenchment coold 
he carrk>d on 1nflefinitely aud tbat it was po111ible to pot limit on public expenditure 
would, ~ tbougbt:, be belied b3' the experience o! e"Very member who had tabn part 
in Muntcipal or Local Board administration. Sir Ohonilal quoted figureS to rcfote 
the atamnent. Ulat reserved depattmeuts wore allowed to obtain major part of the 
rnenntc~ while the tranlferred depattment& wcr:re ataning. 

While the exp9ditDI8 on the latter bad inoreased by over B.s.. 40 lakbs, expendla 
tu.re on tbe fozmer had aotMily gone down by Rs. 15 lakha. .. 

Tunrl.ng nezt to. the criticism that per capita rev-enue aud expenditure tu Bombay 7
1
8 the hJgbeet, the Finance Hember justified high per capita taxation oo the ground 

0 Al]'entoss of the area administered together with the comparative apar.eness of tbe 
popul~tion a~ the high incidence of salary owing to Bombay being more urbauiaed' 
•;d ~oatrfahattd than aDY other provinoe in lndi" The :ueoeniliy of a higher ooet :i tS.C:ntm!straUon Ju thla presidency wat conclU'Bively demonstrated. by the fact that 

1
8 l'l~t monicipaUt.ies, which wero ent.irely oontrolled by eiec.t.ed representatives had 

~= la:b spend more per head of tbe population tn Bombay than other p1ovioces. rbe 
that thee prcnvlld~ in the budget for expenditure on roads, said Sir Cbunilal, waa all 
w . pro ncea' attenoat~ resources cou.ld afford until the Central Government 
in":r :u~s•dp~itobn to r.eleaae a portion of the motor and petrol taxation to be shared 

B v 3 e provmce. 
the ri~cfncluded W:ith an appeal to tbo Bouse to approach their work info:med by 
WI P . ple of decldmg each question on its merits inasmuch u tbo policy of penis .. 
evi::' nf~ onrenso

1
ned and continuoua opposhinn moat indirte\ly tend to bring in the 

mmuna ism and time·sening expediellcy. -

Dia-cuasion of the Budget. 

Tere~na t~~o==~~~EB~~A~Y led by ~r. Lal~i NARAINJt tba opposition groups den .. 
the Budget was tab on eSi! ovenu:.;umt.• finano1al poitoy when the gen~ral discuaaion of 
debts expcuditure on °thupl3 k:_re 01~~~~m was directed to the policy of ino.urriug big 
~~~e~~ e ao 1 acu~J,QO and tho development p~ramme and M.eelO~ 
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Mr, Laljl referred at the outeet to tho Soalb Alrloan -mont aud nprueod 

aatiaf.aetlon at the amicable undentanding arrived at. He thanked the Union Gov:em .. 
ment for the asslatano~ rend.ered to tbe lurlian Delf'.gation in arriving at tho agreement. 

Proceeding to di8C1li8 the bndget lh·. Lalji said tbat. he wu pti6.ed at the appoint. 
ment of an Indian Finance Member, but waa aarpriaed at the remark marJe by bim ta 
presenting t-be budget tbat the debts of tho Bombay Government were lei' tban two yeara• 
ordinary revenue and bad been incurred for productive pnrposea. He aonaidered such a 
af-ate'ment an apology for tbe nnteuabte fina.uoial poJ!ey of the G!We!'nment. He appelded 
to tbe Honso to prevent the Government from spending the prts!dency'a revenue to. the 
Backbay scheme.. Ho suggested tltat tho defi.olt ~ wiped ol! by redno1ng top heavy 
expenditure. Why shoold not the Government for inttanoe reduce one Euoot.ln Coaua 
cillonhtp and one Miniatershtp f 

Hr. B. T. DESAI, Swarajt&t, said that be luul been pained to read In the Flnance 
Mt!mbef's speeob prea.enLing the Bndget wbo eogget1ted that the poliOJ' ot the 8warajiat1 
encouraged commonaHem. Tb~re was no oceasion for making auch a crtttoltm of a -p&rt.J 
whose programme the Finance Member'' had not the sense to un,ierat&nd.n 

Sir Josep KEY sald. that mnch or tb<t criticism that bad been heatd wu due to the fact 
that members apl)4!ared to have forgotten that Bombay bad been p&lliDg tbrongb a period 
of dept'E'aaton. Tbe only criticism. whieb wl\tl r'm)nable was that I here bad not been 
euongb retrf'ncbm~nt. In this particntar~ the Finane& Member •hoa.td eude&1'0Dr to do 
his beet. After a few more speeches the HollSa adjoorned. 

Ned day, the 251tD FEBRUARY, when the general dlacoeaion on the Budllet wu 
resumed, Mr. B. V. JADHAV, P.X·\SiniaterJ took exception to the remarks of the ll'iiWlOI!I 
Member fn his badget &peeeh about communalism and eaid tbat oommanallam waa not ot 
r"cent growth. 

Hr. K. F. Narfman: Whom are you lecturing to f 
Mr. PahaJaja.ni: Is the anbject ot communalism before the House, Slt f 
President: Where remarks relating to oommonatlsm are ooneeraod I have to be 

parttoularly earefnL Tbe Hon1ble member- it replying to certain rt'marka of tbe Fluauce 
Member about .communalism.. He lain order. 

Mr. Jadha.v resuming bl1 addrt!SS said that the essence of the flnauctal probleta na 
the lot or the agrfeulturlst aud all tho attention and usources of the Government ehoold be 
devoted. to its betterment. 

Mr. CHATFIELD tr!e<l to dlsab ... tho membere' mlnda o! the lmprollllou thq 
seemed to entertain that, the whole Presidency waa in the grip ot famine~ Whatever 
dh;tress there waa Vt8.8 only in some parta o! the Presidena.y wbere there had beenacarelty 
of water due to putiat failure or the rai:M. Tbat waa notblnc u.nuanat. Tha Government 
were 1uite alive to the serlooancss or the trituation nnd preps.-ed to do all to relle.Ye dlatrcu. 

Mr ANGADI PUgW"fii:M that the G'l1'ernment ought to ba able to carry au with IHI 
nambP.r o[ Minister• and Bxecntfve CouncUiors. 

Mr. J. L. RIEU. Re,-enne Member, explained in det:.aU tbe a~ps the Go1'etnment bad 
taken in tackling tbe agriouJtarai aitaation. Revenne coiJectioua were being mad.e wfth 
v~ty great care and conelderatln-n. 

M.oulvi Raftuddfu AHMED maintained tbat ro far as M.asJtflll of the Ptfllideney 
were concerned there was no com111onalfam about them. It was DOt right to u.y that 
communalism was the result of tieparate electoratts. Formerly the GOft!'Dment. used to 
nominate Muslims to reprf'&ent Maallm int:erest~ Now the community electP.d fta own 
repreaentattvea whieb waa an :lmprovemt'llt. 

Mr. WINTERBOTHAM, Chamber of Commerce, appealed to the Haaae to develop 
provincial patriotism and stand by the Government in. their fight against tbe Heaton 
Settlement. The House then adjourned~ 

Esctse Minister's Statement. 
On tho 24TH FEBRUARY Mr. G. B. PRADHAN, tho Ezoloe !lllnllllor, explained 

the Government's esclse policy. SinM 1920.21, be sald1 as a re~alt of tbe polfc7 ;I 
rationing, consumption bad come down so far sa country liquor waa concerned~ In 
reg8rd to foreign Uqaor, provincial Govommenta did not enjoy •ofHctent conlrol. He 
declared tbat nery eft'ort waa btolng made to enforce a poltcy of prohibition. Tbe 
Govetmue:ut were determfn~ to-go forward wit-h the policy at ae rap-td • paoe u poatlble. 
Neverthelesil, t~o members ape&king on prohibition oritloited the Government•• pollOJ 
aud deplored that very litt-le Ud. been <Jono towards onroroeOJ;ent of complete prolllbltlop, 

t~ 
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The Go_,ment'a eduoatlooal polioy wa& alao stroogly orltloiaed by Kban Saheb 

Abdul LATIF KHAN who aald that tho portfolio bad been ontraated to Mlnlatera wba 
were aumindfd of Mo11llm educational intereata and ~d only for Brahmin education. 
Hatatbi education or Gojar&ti education. 

Esp1afning the Gowrnment•• poaition reR&rding the need for retrenchment on which 
many m...,boro had apoken, the ROHE MEMBII:Il. deola«>d tbat oata In the Poliae Depart
ment alone bad been carried oa.t to the exten~ of o,er Bs. J 2 lakha recutrlDs ezpendtture. 
After BUob sweeping reductfnn, a 1trong demand oame from the public and the pren 
for Increase tn polfoe Htabliabment, particularly tn the north of the city, where develop.. 
mont ,.. being retarded bylnaol!!olent polloe fon>e. In the race of aaob " altnatlon, It 
waa dtiRcalt to make any further retrenchment~ 

Replying to the debate Sir Ohanilal UEHTA, tbe Finance Member, uked the bceoe 
to remember In criticising htm th&t the 'Finance Member of a provincial Government 
which Ia a sobordinate attminfat.ratlon with many statutory obUgationa, waa not free 
to do anything be liked. He wa1 subject to many lhnitatlona of tbe syatem be had to deal 
with. Bererrinc to hla remarks on the Swara)1a Party, which bad been criticised at grtat 
length, Sir CbunUal said bis iatention wat only to invite the attention of tho Houae 
to the dirF?Ctkms along whicb the pa.rty•a program.mo led the people. Be bad, however, 
no heaitation to concede that he owed his pnscnt position as tbe Finance Member to the 
fact that he was a member ol tho public and alao Lo the fact: that the public demand 
for participation In the actual administration had ita dlect on autbo~ties,. OomiDg to 
-tilf.l budget, he repudiated the char-ge of bimsalf being Nforred to as a Baniya. He 
aeceptrd tbe dt'Blgua.tion and uid that he would do bls best to bring to bear the Indian 
point of view with all the skill attributed to a Baniya on tbo administration of the 
fi.uances of tbe presidency. 

The Budge~ dlaonaa!on thon termlnoted and the Rouse a<ljonmed. 

Stamp Act Amendmant Bill, 
On the SI>Til FEBBUABY the Gorernment and the oppOi!tlon came to gr!ps and 

ultimately the Govenunent woo. A. btu futther to ameud the In"iian Stamp (Bombay 
,Amandment) AM 1922 wu before the Honsa. Movina; the Bill, tho! Finance Member 
:ex:plained that the object of the Biil was to mak t tbe Aet permanent. Tbe Aot 
was paned for the purpose ol inoreaaing the revenue of the Government, and was to 
ttmalll iD operation for foar ye&t!J' and if, at the end of tbat period, the financial position 
atUl made it DeeeBSilry, its life was to bo exU,nde.i. A B;U to malta the Aot permanent 
was 1ntrodueE>d last year, but the OooncU agreed to tho extensiou of the Aot only by one 
1S"· The result (11 fi•e ynua' ezperlcnc~ ha.l proved the neoe:~aity or retention of the 
re'ris_'2d seal~ of fees enanted in tho mtature. The rejeetlon of tbe BUJ by the HollBt't 
oouttnooc,l Stt CbunnaJ, would mean a loss to the Uovctl'nment of abnnt Bt. 10 lakbt, 
By making the Act ll6rmaneut,. Bombay would only be coming tnt.o line with other 
provinces where the at.amp duty was. rcvia.ad .1t ab'>at the &allle time as in Bomb•7 but was 
made permanent at the enbanc?d rate. · 

Opposition to the BU~ waa mainly buM on two condition• that no mere monq 
should be given to the G-overnment inasmaelt as it hall not epent ita resources in the pad 
!Dd ~t ::e ~ubty proposed to b1!1 made p~rmanent would fall heavily on the poor pfople 
of. ore an eno ereJaases. Tb:e house rejected tbo Swarajist motion for postponement 
Th oonaid~iou of the Bill till the next sesllou and pase'3d its first reading by62 to 17. 

• seoo and third readinga wore alao p .. sed. The Bonae then adioarned, 

Demand for Bopplementary Granta. 
pa -~~ -~~ :;H FEBRUARY a nomher of supplementary granta were dlacussed and 

818 n e . non.. One or them was a dem!Uld. ror Rt. 10,000 ezcese expenditure iD. 
cotrn:~ion 

1 
wtth eleotlon1, The Home Member exp!ained that the ina.rease of Ba. 10,000 

:ver eat ma~ was neceuttated by larger number or el«~tora who poUed aud larger 
umber of pollang booth&.. In the oourse of diB01USion members drew attention to 

~any defects and •hortcomlogs ol the voters' liat. Tbv Hou~ thou agreed to tho grant. 
Aden Civil and Criminal Jaatica Aot. 

!lrl 'rbe Rome Member then mo..,d that til<> Bill fnrtber to amend the Aden Olvlland iud:: :!~!i:tA.':. ~bread ~'::' the fiut. time. The object of tbe Bill wu to appoint • 
to bhn all ~ f8Sl ent• at Arlen who would be able to esorctae in oasea i-eferred 
part of his ~~re. ~ tbe resident wi~b a view to relievo the latter of at least a greater 
&:J:te-meatul'f.l The }udtclal work. The first reading waa pauod, BwaraJStta supportlnf 

. • . BUl waa then prop11sed to be read a aeoond ti~er 



VOTING ON BUOOET DEMANDS 
~r. Amrltalal Sheth moved an amendment that tha Bill be ~ to a ooleot 

oomm1ttee of nine. The amendment waa earried and the boaae adjourn«!. 

Oity llluDlcipalltea Act Amend...,.t BUL 
0~ the 28TH FEBRUAR.Y ~~ Bonee paS&td a Bill further to amend the Bombay Cit7 

ltlunimpal:ltiea Act 19ili.. The ob1ect of t.b.e Bill waa to gin power w the Government 
to extend beyond the period prt5Cl1bed by Section lit' O( tbe Act. and up to dato not later 
than Blat December ltJ271 t.he hfe of an expiring Municipality-or of a moniatpaUt.y whose 
term had expired validating all &ala aud ptOCeedtnga dona by the latter mauiclpallt7 aa 
~m date of its orlgioa~ term of oftloe. When t.be Kction referred to wu inaer~ in the 
Act, it _wu expec~ted that tim~ given to newly conetilu.t.td boroogb municipalitiet would 
be aoftiCJellt to enable them to dt~t ruJea fo:r holding of "new eleotiona. Bat &:biB U• 
pectatioD. bad not been realised and lbe pzesent munre waa found D£CeU&I')'. 

The next motioll the Council eonBi.tert.'tl waa: the acquisition of tbe saUora home and 
plana for proposed new Council Hall ba approved and 8 lakhs and tbirty4boonnd be 
apent on w01k of building propoaltiou wbich waa moved b7 the Finance Member and tt 
evoked coDSlderablo hoatile criticism capooially from .Mr. J~ 0 .. Swamluat.han who, aa 
represent& the ot the calt.i vatora, '' would much raf.bet sit undeJ a ban:au tree a ad ll'gtalate 
than aquander as much aa 8 and a bau :akha OD acqnh!itiou ot new ha.U,., The proposition 
was eventuallJ" paBBed., 7be CoiUlOil tbC"D adjoamed. 

Voting oa Budaet Demand•~ 
Demand Under Land Bevonue. 

Voting on demands for granta in the Council commenced on tbe lat. M.areh.I928. 
The first demand. taks was llut.lttr tUe head Land Revtnue. Tb.c debate on t.bil d~mand. 
coUtinued till the 8Jt-D M..:\.BOH when Rao Saheb D. 1'. Deal moved that tbe provlaiou. 
of Rs. &1.86,000 for reftnue -collection be reduced b7 ~even lakh&. He appealed to tho 
Cionmmcnt IlOfi to eufurco collection wherner famiJW conditions prevaUed. 

Supporting the motton, Mr. W. S.ltubdaD, whip of the Co.ngrtU part7t said &hat the 
aituation was ts0 ierfuns tt-11\S. Eontts agrtcuttun.ts wens borrowing at tbe rate of foUl' 
anuaa per rapee per montb. lie t.VCD. knew of an imtance tn which a !azmer·wae obliged 
to go to tho bumUiattng extent of pledging his womenfolk. Thougll she last wall an 
estreme esampje1 tt nevenhole&B iudicat.ed the utent ot tho eVll. . 

After f13:rUler diacusaion. the wor.ton waa thrown out aud the OODDcil adjoa.rued. 
On tbo iTH MABCH, the Council pai!ICd tbe domalld of uoarly Be. 52 lakha omdl!f 

tho bead Land Beveuue aller ail t~l tho nearly 60 motiona for either .n:ductiou o:r omtlll1011 
of p:rovilloDB were withdrawn or loet in the conrse of JeetcrdAJ and to--day .. 

Demand under lrdgatfon. 
On the auggootlou of Sir J ... pb ll:oy (Cbamber or Oommerce)tbo Bo ... agreed to 

poatpODe tUl 'lt.b. March cooeideration or t.bu motions tor cute in grants for development. 
eehemee. Demands for aouatruation and. irrigation w-ort& wen tbco taken up. .Hr. 
(.lowa8Ji Jebangir1 General M.cmbq, at the outset- ma.de a statement on tbo progceaa made 
in Sukku:r !i.rrage worka.. l'he Iln& motion for a oat in the demand wu moved by tit. 
G. L Patel who wanted tbat provf6iOD uf 1Ce. :84: 1aSbll for 1pecial too1l and plan.ta abouhl 
be reduoed b.J Ba. 10 lakbo. 

Mr. B. T. DeBBi, Hwarajiat, demanded an inquiry Jato the eomplaint so that the 
preaidency mtgbc; be saved from • repetition ot the bietor7 ot tho Backba7 Rectamat,iou 
t;chem' Xhe Obief Engineer in obarge of t.ha Sukkor Barrage uplaintd t-hat daring 
the three and a half 7eara of hit rt"gime 11111.1 three engin.u oosting about Be. 61000 were 
found inefBcfen.t and thrown into the atore room. :fhoJ WCJe working agato" time and 
had1 tbelel~ to emplOJ .labonr.~~avi.ng and time.savtng maobtDeey ae much u poa.eible. 

.Aher fanher diJOUI&ion the motion wu pat and Jo& and tbe bOne adjoDrned: 

The Sukkur Barrage Sobema. 
OD the 6TH MARCH diaousaion waa reawned on oats under coutruction · and lrriga 

tion work& Mr • .PahaJajanlmoved. tbat: We total amoun~ ot Be. 1A88,000 ba miaced by 
Bl. .68,831000. Tbta pzovided an opport.unit7 for the general criclclwn of the Suk.lr.ur &rrago 
C0118truction work• m. whlcb ail. aecl.ions of U..o Hoole joined. Snerat members gu~ 
es:presaion of apprehonaiODB that there were many defeeta i.n the car.,.,.tng oat ol work. 
Aueaations o1 waate and uregul&rif.J were made aDd a IUODg plea wae pat forward for 
ibo appointmeut ol"" ex pen Committee to lnmtigaiO tbe _, llfte <>I ol!alll and 
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lay before the puhlio the e:nct. eondition in which the scheme was. Orit.iciem wu 
panicu.lar)y directed to what voas described an extravagant scale on wbiob bungalows h&d 
been b11ilt for the connnlence of omcera engaged on the worklf. The Sukk.ur Barrage 
&eheme it. wat Qt;ntended would, if euceessfoJ, be not only to the benefit of tbe GOYtliD· 
mcnt ~~ Bomb&y bu.t ~160 to t.bat o! the Government of lndia. It \Vas only proper 
therefore tba~o~the Gi>vemment of lulli& ahould bear a p:ut of t.be exve·n~1itunt ou it, 

Mr. Wiles, Finance Secretary, Hr. Harrison an1i the Cbit:f Engineer replied on 
behalf of the Government and &88Urtd member& that atriate~~t control was being ez:erctaed 
on every item of espenditure and the position of the eoheme wa.s very Mlhtinctory1 Tile 
t.:hiel Engineer denied t.bat bungalows were in any &ense luxurious and said that even 
aft.er completion of works, these would be lD aae aa usidenoe of oftloera in charge ol Lbe 
acheme. • 

Further dlECU18ton was adjourned till lbe 7TH MARCH w ben Mr. Pahalaj&.ni, uply· 
tug to the debate~, re-iterated t.he demand for a commit~ of enquiry ini.O the Sakkut 
Barrage Workt. 

Tbe General Member, on behalf of the Government. admitted that the work bad b8e:D 
18 months bebllld. &ebfdo.led time, bu.t in big achemes lite the So.kkur Barrage aomo 
delay was possible. The conatro.ottou o[ oanala was progrening at a very utiataotory 
speed aud irrigation could be commenced in t.be bot wt-ather of 19Sl. Tbe dredger~, it 
was me, bad not done what. wu u.pteted of them but that had not impeded tbe progreo. 
The Goftr:D.mtllt had no objt:ct1o11 to r. committee being appointed u suggested to 
t~CIDtiuifle the wotb and the oOicera in charge wou.ld give it all help tbo7 coutd. The 
motion was pot and lott. 

Demand onder Exoav 
The Governmtnt's 1b.e!se policy then came und~:r tUtc:ussiou whr:n 11 number of cuta 

were propooed 1n tbe d\.mand ior abouc. lb. 5:.! lakhs wade by tbe Escisc Miolster. The 
debate ewked dt:olaration from t.he B'inanoe Mt!mber thM several dishU\.rietJ bad been 
eloaed and every effort wats being made to enforcec Ulo declared policy of probiUttion. A.l 
motions for out• were lost and finally the booae took up di&elliBion ou -a cot of one Jakh ill 
t~ whole d~mand wbicb raised the quaU011 of policy.: After a few speecbea t.bc dlscu .. 
11011 waa ad)OUlntd. 

Bombaz Development Scheme&. 
On the 8TH HARCR an important etatement ou the aotivtties ol t.be Dne1opment. 

Dtpattment was Dlado by Hr. Oowa'flii Jebangir, General Member, in Dtovlug the 
demaud for 11&. 66 lakbt for de'9'e1opment acbemea in BombaJ. With ~ard to tho 
lttclamaticn ho Mt.1d tbat tho Govemment had accepted l.tlo Mears Ooaunit.tee's 
te~ommuu.laUona t~, complete Blocks· l, 2, a and 7, bot the Government. wouJd fuU7 
ab1de bJ \be Cooncu a opi~iou rtgatdiug the wo1 k on block lh Dt:a.ling witb the reeent 
~cident to the dn:dger, S~r George Lloyd, be aaid that the commit teo which bad lnqwrtd 
inlo !thad tcrond. that nu ind1vidual was responaible for it. Tbe dredger · v.as covered 
by w~, but. tbe CO~JKUII witb whom tho insunmoe wu placed had not. 7et 
:cre~d llabllity~ lfcanwhllr, \\OJk on Block 11 which waa interrupted by the aecfdcnt, 

u m continued wtt.b the heip of the Klllo. Ae for pbor-bau 6cht>mH about .B8. 1 "::;! o:e halliakhs would have to be pl0'9'idcd ior meet.ing loasea on t.bem.. 1 In conclR• ! e ~nouuced that; the Gover11ment. of ludia had .ngreed to reduce tho intereSt 
lbbarg~d 10b 1921 ti of Be. l&S and one ball lakbs from 6 and one fourth to !l and 

;:eh o;r\ ~ c:.ue. and to deduot the 1oan from ~e COlt of Block 8 of Back ~y 
De!~o~~I!Dot. Dire.::= h=~ to the military autboritiee. He also aouoonced that tho 

8. J en taken under direct control by tbu Government. 
prtr~fd~ o;:;'hi!:l ~ved :;at of about Ra. 21 and one half takhs in the Bt.. 4S lakbi 
motion was widely &up/or~. pleaded for abandonment of tho work. on Blook 6. The 

The dfscu&ion was oontioed on the next day tho 9TR MARCH wben aU speaker• 
~re~ ltirongkoppos•tlon to lilltog Block VI on the ground ohiefiy tbat tt would not. 
&a~ up. Y mar ut when reclaimed, seeing that aU tbe land al:eady there had not. bed 

pte;!: ~:!~t:O:t ::eOber :~l;r~ng. reiterated tbe aa&nrance tbat. the Government wOte 
Sir J , 1 e ouu a ro1aioo u to the work on Block VI 
The :sepb athm~on waa preased to a dhlsion and carried by 68 ag~luet 28 

propoatd b onse en .considet:d the reduction Re. 1 tu tbe totaJ demand for development 
m:mt Depa~l~~al~ba~an~. Mr. Lalji-crtt.iclsed the policy and wo1kiog of r.ne Develop-

'w e araoter1Bed aa a "fraad on tao Qo\ltlOU BUd tbe pabUo," 
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which had bad tbo effect of mortgaging the progreaa of the Prealdcnc7 for abou~ two 
decades.. The motion was deleated by a largo majorl;.y. 

Tbe Adminiatntion of Aden, 
On the lOl'R DABCR surprise was ezprused by tba Home Memba at. tho ectt.leme:ut 

anuonnccd. in the Asaembly regarding tho t1U.ure administration of Aden. 1'bo Uovero.* 
mcnt. of Bombay, be satd, dld not1 in "View of tba' tetlh::men", prupow to pro~ with 
the Eeeobd mldiug of Lbo lhtl further to amend tbo Aden OivU llJld Olimtnat Ju11t.ioo Act 
ul 188!. Durtug tbc finn. reading of We Bill a ft:w d&J'& ago tw: and the Uhiet ~eoretar;y 
had DO reason lO tiDppose that thil d~teiua was immineu~ :fbG tact. tluu the Uover.u· 
ment -of 111dia baa permitted the Bombay Govctnment lO proc=.t witb r.ho BtU silo~~ 
tbat this deehtiou wae not expeekxi. As t.o what the nature ot the tuture adminiatratioo 
of Adeu was going to be was not known to tba tiOVtltDmant ot lJombtay beyoud what 
bad appeared in DeA&pnpere and it waa obvious that mt~.DJ ot tlJe Qer.alia Ul nli(&rd 10 
lbat admb..~iau.tioa llad noli b«!:n set-tled, l'tu:s Hom~ Aiembl!l Bddeti tbal t.be IJ:ove:u
ment lit HowbaJ wOuld preet~ their claims Ul regard to tbu cs.peudituro recunt!J lncurred 
b7 <hem. 

Demand ullller Exclt~e. 

The Houe then proeet:ded to diacuu the nohic po1tc1 of the Uonrnment nud ha.J no' 
cooclilde-J wtwn tbe Uouncil adjonr».ed. . 

011 the 11TH MARCH, rep1J'iDg to the debate, tbe Hon. .Mr. G. B. Pradlmn, 
Exoiee Minitt~r, .reitetatcd tbat. ttle Government thd JUft. propo11e to go- bauk uu 
their deolatcd. policy. Several of the l'ccommcndatio.lu!l of the Exoittl OOIIlmitk.oo bad 
been ginn efL:o; to. Sttopa which t.he Govetll.nl(:D.£ bau I!G tar taken were rar.tontng, 
rtdnm.una ill the -numba of &bops, bttugtug tl~.;wu Ll1o ltlrcngl.h of liquor, iuoreatt\ll.l 
tbe still-head doty liD hemp orug6 aud opuuu, TUcJ hat! alSO curt&UeJ tblS buu1• 
ol eaie. Clubs se.UiDg foreign liquor had been br~.~ugut nod~ c\lutrol bJ' tho impoai· 
tioll oi vend fee. The Government we1e anxloua tbat people Uould note go in Jor 
cheap foreign liquor Jn the pJaee of country Jiquor. The main ditliculty waa bringing 
t.he Native ldtatea in Jille with the probibltiou poilC)' adopted by t.he Guvernmen'
.Aa a re&olc of the fall 1D. revenue, many of thr~Je titates \YCl'e O~te.tnou.uug aud \he Uuvcro• 
ment were uying to aecure tbeit' ltsciae tigb.ts bJ paying more cumpcllbation, TUe moa!i 
e:fiective me\hOO by furtheriug tbe poltoy of probiblt.lOD waa to make t.he; tax Oil liquor 
aa bigh aa possible without stimulating illtcit proouetioo to & <kgrt.-e wl.iiah would tueri!AOO 
tnatc.ad ol dimiDitbing tbc total cousumptivn and wuhout d1~wing peop1o w aubat.it.u~ 
drugs aud other barmtullofm of 1iq uor. 'The Government were not. anxious to continue 
tbia form of taiaing reveoue it otllcr wa,ye and weau.s coul.U bu toulld. wluob would. f.hruw 
the bwdea on broau ttbGuldm and uut on the IJbouhlera o[ tho poor. 

Mr4 Pate1'11 motton to reduco tho demand uuuer .l'xoJ~~oo uum R:t, 5 L lakha W·ill 
then put and .lotit and the total demand wat carr!at. 

Demand under Educattoo. 
'Ihe HoUle l.ben took up the demand Wlder th~ btad Education aDd pr~alcd to 

di1t.U&& the policy o! t.he Govemmen; with .relerencc to the Euwpean cdoct~otJu.n. 
Alter antmat.ed dbcuEon t.he Council thltW uut Mr. Cilnvdau1aui~a tok\lD motfun 

for a OUt o1 OIW rupee in tbe demand lor le.s. 7 Ht.kba for European (:dUCBUOU 111 
tbe presidency. Tbe movet sald tbat.b1a inotion waa iill~llded t-o nconl tue p1otdt. of tuu 
Jiow,e ag&IJlJii U.o syatem by Which the aubj~t. of J!;uro~au edueatlon waa kept bt:,yollLl 
the pale of popular controJ. :t'he H.ouae then AOJOttrned~ 

On the UTH MARCH tbe diaaoaaion on grants for education wat ooutinucd. Rao 
Sabl•b Dr. l'atU moved a cot of Rt. one lakh !rom Rs, 7 Jakha provided for UovcrDmout 
Arta CoJlege.a and complained tbat the GgvrrnmcnL waa spending more Ju higher eduCA .. 
. t1ou and starving prlmaq N11Catlon4 On the Educat.iou !:lmiaklr'll t:xplanatloo. tbat 
Jooa.l bodie1 had been bked t.o submit aohemea tor t.he progreea of primary education 
aud tlmle tho Government would oouldor- and aana~ton. c.no Bt'O 8aheb Withdrew the 
mot.ion. 

a molion for a cut of Rt a ltOOO lor io.ter~scieu~ olaeaet at the Deccan CoJIJ;!ge, Poona, 
evoked oonaiderable diiCui&iOD, :Juppor~era ot tbe mothJD argued that it waa nut fair tu 
gtve artitioia1 !:Opport to auy inatir.uc.iuu aud eomplajned that the alaima (I{ Dbarwllr 
Uolltge bad ll.~fo been COOBidcred. lt was alao maintained that Ute rerguaon Co;lega had 
6Cience aiUBeaJ aJrtadl' aud theJe was no urgent need lor opeutng aimilar c1aa&e8 to. l.bu 
Dcce&ll College. O~Jpo&ition to 'be mution ran on eommSUl&l Jluet. Ooe huaUm member 
dtOJami that t.bere wu grea~ demand fol' int.er·eoienco clakckl in t.b.e DeccAn OoUege ~ 
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Mahomedan atudcnts were hpt away from t.ha FergU80D Collfge, eincu the intention of 
the Brahmins who controlled the la.tter wu to ke~p M.a.homedane unedooattd so that tbe1 
might JWd compete with them. The motion was eventually wlthdra.wn. 

The House then proceedtd to dbeue the total grant ot about Rs. 2 crorrs for Edaea
tion-T1au6rerred. The Gavanment WlUJ subjected to severe eritioi~m on the eeoro of 
having uan"Sferrtd the rriponiibility for primary education to loca.l bod_iea wbo we!C hardly 
mpabJu either financially or otherwise to bear the bnrdcll. The dl8CUS81on was adJourned. 

Administration of Aden. 
On tho HTB Ma.ROH Mr. A. Sheth moved au adjournment of tho Honse to con

sider tha uane1er of Aden to the Imperial Government and votced the resentment felt by 
the membt-J& at tho fail\ll'e of the Qovcrnmtnt of India to consult the Bombay Government 
or t.he ObUDctl before na.ehillg a decteion. Tbe motion called forth a atatt"ment on behalf 
ot t.be G~emmeut of Bombay fr-tm Sir Cbuuilal Mehta wbo put the Hnuse in poiSeE&icm 
of wtain information on Ute tubject which had been commonict~.ted to tbe Govt:.rnment:. 
Fintly

1 
the tran6fer related purely to military and political matters. The eivtl actmiaistra

tion would eontiDue to be in. the bands ot tbe GovcrniMUt of India and it wae tiJUit'rBtood 
that. Aden would continue to be as at present part. of British _India. Military and po11Ucal 
adminhtt.tation of the uttlement, continued Sir (lbanilal, were never tbo concem of ~e 
:Bomba7 Gunrum~nt- u relations with neighbouring powers or authorities and wit-h 
Ellloptan powera who bad interest to that rtg_ion were not in their c.barge or of ooncxrn 
to tbe Bombay Qo"emment- in whose poaitiou therefore the decilrion announced made no 
change. In view of the- e~planation, the motion was withdrawn. 

Demand under Education. 
The 11iniatcr for Education then annoauced tbat. he was considering the appointment 

ahorl..lJ ol 11 Ct.mmittee to go into the aorrjcuJa of primary, secondary and higher eduea· 
Uou with a dew to ca.ordinate these (:ODr&eB and to give them a v-oontional bias. In 
tt>ga1d to the woJ king of the primary Educati~n Act., he bad Issued instruct-tons to 
otticeJS- in bis deparlmtut not to work the act in a h-arsh manner, but eo as to giva the 
l\lCal bodit.a aa mucb Itudom of action as- poasible in all domestic matteJS. Tbe demand. 
i6f edueatiou waa then unantmonalJ pa!lleQ. 

Dtmand uder Agricnlture. 
'Ihe Boua& then took up dilcuuiou of the demand for 25 lakht for agrlcoltore and 

Tote tor the day before concluding it. 
On tho 16TH IIIABOH Sir Obonilalll!obta, opealtillg on lbe demand under the bead 

ag:rieuttru-e ot lie. 25 lakbs, admiU:td. that there was- a big gap tu the requirements of the 
agnculturi~l• .wblle there \UB 110 agency to auppl:y tbt1 co-operative movt'ment conttl· 
lnll.ing ab<:ut 11x CIOrt& out ot IKa&OllaJ. nttda of agriculturista amounting to 2& croree. 
Tha:t~. wat, thereforP, aome tJuth lo. lbe complaint& from t.btt eu.U.ivaton that large areas 
of land~ wuc iymg uncultiVated f~r lack o[ funds and when this was brt.ught to bis 
not~ce m Kb~t.~adttih) the complamt was Investigated by a committee and the maxilrium 
lim1t o1 the bonowillg of the cuUJvatora m there parts waa raised from -800 to 600 l'Pp~s. 
Thero were several t.racta in the preaklene-y where 1he cultivators could safeJr be given 
more Joana lban •t prmnt and provincial co·operattve bank& had large sums of money 
which et.u.d he utilnted lor the purposo. 

Mr. G •. B. Pradban, Minister for Agriculture, said that the whole qucstlon of fragmenta
tion of holdlD-BI was u.ndn tnveatiploion by the Government The total demand was 
then made. • 

Dem&Dd Under Pobllo Heallh. 
The ~emand for na. 21 .lakha under pabUo health was diECo.asad at length, Mr. 

Sblvdaaanl complained t.hllt Gu)&rat did not rect.'lve a latr treatment in the matter o1 
&IaDt~ for wotka re.)atlng t~ public bealtb. After further dt&C-tllaion the demau.:l was 
made 1n loU and the Roo&e ad)oarned~ ' 

Non-olllcial Bills Inlrodnced. 
On the 16TH 11ARCR a. number of non.-omctal bnts were introduced Oat of eight 

billa lotmall,- introduced t.wo related. to the Preatdeut'e salaf7 000 ot th~m. seeking to 
ff!du~ it h(im BP. S,OOO to lla. 2.000 and tbe o~her allowtn'g him a eatary only eo long 
urhc duottd the whole time to.the buainesa of the. CouucU~ Tbe tbird bill movtd by r d· JT A:ti~BlBD had tbe ObJect of enabling the Government to aothoriae the Wl'ltem 
.» 18 ut UJub to permit the pre&eDce.- on the race-course in roona a»d Bombay of a 

limtled n~mber o1 bookmalw., 11 bad been lonDd bJ npezlenoe, ho said, to be IJD• 
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pooa!ble lo ouppreaa uolleODJed bookmak<n from tbe premf101 of the Tori Olob and 
dupJte tbe effort.& of the police it was known that the bookmakers ulsted oatalde theM 
premisea. It was obvtoatly better that snob gambling aa did nf11t ahnnld be onder 
proper control anJ it- was 'bdlieved that, under strict coudit1ou wbtcb it wnu!tt 1M poatble 
to enforce, much of unlic.en"BP.d gambling ooaJd be auppretaed. Tbe fourth bill was fu .. 
tended, as tba mover explained, to remove tneqo"Uty b11t.ween the rloh aod th~ pOOl' 
can-didates in au election. under tbe law aa It existed. hiring of vehiol<'& waa Included in 
corrupt praeti~ b'llt a rich and inftuential e:\ndidato evadtd It by borro~lng vebioles 
from (riends, whilu lbe poor rhal waa at. a disadvantage in that hla only r...-coafle wu 
to biro vehicle& which was prohibited by roles. 

Election to Advleory Commtt~~ 
Tbe Honse then d~d oVer two bonra to the qoutlon of t'leot.lng membert to the 

Advisory Committees of the three raflways in the olty but final!7 p :titponed tho election 
tiU tbe m·xt d&J. 

'Land Revenue Aaacssment Committee's Repo-rt9 
The fint non..ofBolal resolution standing in the name of RM B&hadar Kale and 

rtcommending that immediate effect be given to the auggeationa oontamrd In the report 
of tbe LA.ad itevE"oue Asle&sment Committee r~onUy pubHshcd waa then takiJU up and 
Wti stm on(ler dlsoll!Stoa when the House rose for the day. 

On the 17tH MARCH only one non-official resolution coa.ld be dr1posed of by tbtt 
&easton of lhe Bombay ~i&lative Council before it \\'n.s prorogued. With the 
exCE'pUon of an hour for qut!Stiona the day Willi oecapicd with tlfi!Custtoo. oa Rso Babada'f 
Xa!~'s l'f'l301ntlon fo'f giving eff~ct to the recommendation of 'land n-venlltl aucsamenli of 
which two were speoiaUy etreurd by non-official mP.mbfors at most urg~"nt an•l important.. 
!'bey were, first, that in revlilog asseesmcnt. of land revenue rea;ard should bo bnd to the 
-profit& of oaJUvation. The Settlement officer should take into aeeonnt tho following 
factors: (a) The state of oommanicatfon during the previous settlement; (b) Pl0.1:imity 
of markets; {c) Trend of prices; (d) General economic condltiona and history or tract;: 
(e) Result of crop espPrlmenta and (fJ Rental value. In order t.o ascertain the rental va•uo 
the real Jt!Dts paid in opr-n competition by tenants to landlords do.ring tho five )'Mrs 
immedlatc1y preceding the revf-aion -aettlemt'nt a41acllng years of abnormal prl•e• abould 
be taken into consideration. ~ 

&condly, t.hat tbe ttandlng to namine all revision settlement propoial&. The non~ 
official srotlon of the Ho11:e maintained that permanent settJ.ement should be !ntroduoed 
after equ-a.lieiug a&Bt"&8mcnt by tbiog it. AS B pet' cent. of the prolits of ouiUvatfoo. 
FatUng ~bis no revision of tbe settlement should be made without tbe approval or the 
Council. They condt•mned tbe Gonrnment's action ln. prO«eding wl~h tbe rcvialoas 
whilo the wboJe question was t.till under-coasideratlou of the Council. Omof1d8 pointed. 
to t.he delay tbat hnd already taken p:aoe in arriving at. a dealaioo on tho queetion au.d 
conte.Dded I hat several lakha of rupees would have been loat to tbiJ Stata Jf reviaion of 
eettlement bad .not befn carrlerl ont by t.he Government. 

Finally
9 

the resolution was carrfed by 63 to 29 wilh tbe adUIUo.a that pending 
legielatioo. along tbe lines of the recommendation• of tbe commitke, ordea ahouid be 
Wued to the revenue aut!Joritiea eoncernt'd not to collcot aesesament ahanged fn revision 
after the 16th March• 1924.. 

1M CosurcilltiiZS t/tln prorog•r<L 



The Madras Legislative Council. 
On the 24TH JANUARY His Exeell~ney the Governor, aacomJtanie.l hy Vl600ant~ 

GoEebl"ll drove in State to tbc Council ObBmber and opened the third Reformed Madra• 
Conncl1t which be adtlreEsed. Mr. C. V. S~ NarasJmba Raja, the- President, was in tbe 
ebair~ There was full &ttendane6 or members and nine new a.:.embers took the oath oi 
allt•giance. 

The most important bllflin~:"ss aftd' the Governor's addren was the eleoUou or tbe 
Dtpul.y President, for which the Indep~ndent Patty nomtnated Mrs. Ma.thulakahmi Ammal, 
tbe lady member of the CounciL Olb~r candidates having withdrawn froiO the field, 
she was eltcted uuovposed as Deputy President. 

Governor'& Address. 
H. E. the OoVtttnor, in addmaing the Council, obsened ainco the lut session there 

hu Wn conPidt>rabJe cbange in the position of parties, but there hat been change in 
the netde nnd nqnirement&., in the bopes and aspirations of the people of this Pre8ideuoy 
and of India as a whole as to the meaeare of tlme in which these <Un be folfi.Ued and t.he 
ultimate eztent to which th.ey can bo satisfied. Thero may be difiereoce of opiniou, 
but I would venlore to hopa tbnt at least on the road towarda those idealt we can all 
much together in a spirit of j'lint endeavour and rietermtnation, that no action of 
ours shall ob&tmct. the forward march1 although different paths ma.y be chosen all 
1nding in the same direction. 

lt is for os here in Madras, in the Presidency In which so strong effort haa been 
made to work the Btforms to demon•trate at this psychologieal moment in the history 
of the 'Reforms oor fitnus for farther responsibilities. 

In conclusion, the Governor uferred to tbe Statutory Commission provided for 
by the Government of India Act1 wbiob wiJl begin to function at the latut jo. 1929• 
and in any case in the lile·tim~ on the present Oonnoll. H-1! waa convtnood that the 
mtmbers of the HoU&e were cogni&Rnt of the paramount need of demoustratiDg to that 
Commission tba\ the education of the eleetorate and the eoontrr at lal'g& and tbe 
development of team· spirit, which abou1d underlie and was the neemmry oonoomittant of 
all dt"mooratio institution&, had proceeded on right Hnes towards further aonetitotional 
d( velopmtont and reorganiaation of the machinery of the Govornment ao aa to conduce 
to the ~et advantage of the Preaidency. 

B. E. hoprcl upecia.Uy that with ungrudging co.opcration or the Council a strcnu-•us 
campaign win be initiatrct for educatiotu\l advnnotau:nt and goneml amelioration ol 
tbo dt'preud and backward classei1 whose progress would witbout doubt facilitate &11 
further 1teps. 

Adjournment Motion on Meuure Projec~ 
. On tbe 24TH JANUAR~, after fnterpe~latfonP1 a motion for the adjournment of the 

bu!lnfii of the house to d1scnaa tho unsattPfaetory nature of the irrigation department 
and the . necessity for modirying witb a view to grant irrigation fnoiUU~a to the district 
or Trtcbmopoly wna moved by a upretentative of that district. Tbe President allowed 
the motion which was set down for dtecussion on the next day aubject to the approval 
of the Governor. The bouu then proceeded to transact. nan-oftlcial bn•ineu. 

The firat item was a nsoJulion rt"COmmending that famine relief works ihoold at; 
once be started by the Government. in non~eltato tracts of Nellore district. A nomber 
of amendmtnfs ~:~tending the &eope ol relie[ worb to other area-a were also tabled~ 

The Bouie nr~t ptrmitttd Mr. Saldanha to introduce an amending bfll to the 
Elementary Education Aet. The Amending Bill to the Andbra Univeraitv Act was not 
moved. 1 

After lunch the adjournment motion brought by the member from Ooimbatore to 
discus& tbe DnEatisfactory 11atore of Government order on irrigation and the urgent 
nt-cnaily to modU~ it, speciaJ~y with a view to granting some irrigation faoilfties under 
ldettur t.chrme lo dl!trlcU of Co1mba!ore and S&lflll was dleeuued 

Mr. Naraynnawamy Pi11ai moved ttn amt'ndment to includ~ Triobioopoly also but it 
was ruled Ollt ~f order, Representatives from Salem, Coimbatore and Triahinopo'y anp. 
ported the motlon, The monr poiDted out that the M.ettur proJect bad depopulated 156 
square mile& of land for fDrpose of stagnation water and bad relldered hOQleleBI about teo 
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hulldred tboaoalld, Tho opeaket urged that tho a. .. rnment &boald provfda for Irrigation 
by way of compensaUon of about IG,OOO acrea of 1and below Mettur dam for wldab. U1a 
people ol Salem and Coimbatore were prepared to pay even at maxhnum rata. 
. Sir G. P. Bamu~l lyer, replying on behalf of tho Government, J&ld tba~ tbt 

tcnpe of the Mettur ProJeCt wu snah that the extenaion of the sobame to OoimbatnN aud 
Salem woo l<npraoLicablo while tho dl&trict of Trlobiaopoly wu well oanod •· Katl&lt.l 
~~~ ~ . 

The member for Tanjore was speaking on the motton when the President. amlOD.Doed 
tbat ll wu live and tho dl1101111!oa automaLically &topped, 

On the 20TH JANUARY an adjournment. motion brought by a member from Oolm· 
hatore to dliiGD&i tho "uu-.ti~ctoey nature of the Oonnuneut order ou irrigation and the 
urgent nect88ity to modify Itt speei&Uy witb a vJew (o grant lome irrigation faailitiea 
onder the Mettor .cheme to the districts of Oohn\Htore &DJl Salem1

11 wae talka! oot. ' 
Tbe mover pointed out that tbe M.ettnr prlljeot bad -depopulated 66 eqnare m11ea ot 

land and ·bad rendered homeless about 200,000 people. Be urged that. Government ehoald 
provide for tbe irrigation of about 26,000 &area of land below the M.ettut D&m, for which 
the people of Salem and Coimbatore were prepared to pay even maximum rata. Bir 
·Rammswaml fyer, replying ou bebaU of Govefllment. aafd that the 100pe ot the Met.tur 
proj•!Ct waa such that an rxtenBion of tbe tcbeme to Coimbatore and Salem wu jmp,.otJoa .. 
ble, while the dfetrlot of TtiobinopolJ' '!U wellaoned by the !tat.talai ayalem. 

On Lhe 2GTH JANUARY. a resolution urging the Government to atart relief work!'! 
Including re.minioa. of rennue for the next three montba In the uon-deltafo tracta Or 
Ncllore ud in anaa affected by the fatlure of the monsoon in the diatrfcta o1 Ganjam, 
G()davery1 Qo.ntur, Ko.mooJ. North Aroot, Trfobloopoly1 Tinnev~Uy, Bellary, Auautapur, 
eto..1 was pa&Rd atrer a prolonged discouion. The Revenue ).{ember explained the Govern. 
mcnt policy and aid that rclief meaao.ree eo.._td not be dlrect.!d to compt"naating farmen: fot' 
any 1088 thef may have auatained daring a bad seuon. The Go~rnment directed the:l"r 
atteat!oa primarily to takillll otepo to a..,t lbe leBO of homoa life, aad to aupport thole 
who might heoome deltitato. H~ however, promiaed to take aoob ...,..., .. as wore poalb!e 
tbroogh tho agency of dlatrlot om.-, 

Ou the 27TH JANUARY, M.r. Hatyamartbl moved the adjournment of bas!neu for the 
purpo18 of diiCossiog a matter of urgent pubUo importance. umely1 the need lor tho 
Government of Madfal to reptl'lent to the Govemment of ladia the opinion. of the Coo nell 
tbat It wboll:r diaapprovod o1 the aot!on ol the Govemment ol lad!& In aeadill!l ladiaa 
troopa to Ohioa, tak.eD as it was withoutrefereuee to the Ltgillatlve AltemblJ .. 

Tbe President aakOO the mover whether the motion wu in order. 
Mr. Salyamartbi statM tbat the motion merely tooght to commooleate tbe opinion 

of tbe bouse, as a tf'pr~nlative popular body, to the Cenual Goverom.eni, and bad no 
intention of interfering with the foreign relations of tbe Central Government.. Beelll~ 
matters a.Becting tho Cmtral Government bad on. prevloua occasion• been disoo.as.ed AD 
the floor of the House. He pointed out Lbat the matter was al10 of local tmportanoa at 
troopo, espteiaUy Sapporo aod Mlam, were reported to bo deapatched frQm U>o Uadral 
Pzeeldeney. 

tiir Bamaswamt AI:J8F, the Ltoader of the Bouae, objected to the motfou ult afteoted 
the .rclationa of the Government of india wlth a foreign Government. 

Tbe Prtaident aatiafted bimseif that t-b& motion waa In order, and allowed Jtl dta
CU88ion being find for the afternoon, anbjeot to the Goveraorta approval. 

Before the CoODCU rose for lanch the Pn:sldent ailllOUBO&d that the Oovernar had 
dliallowed Mr. Batyamarlbi'• Jldjoarnmont motion. 

lloplah Co!onliallon of tha Aadamouo. 
There were abont 45 ffl!Oioltons on the agenda, of whloh only three were dllca•ed 

and paaed. The most important of t.beee wu one on the Moplah caloniaatlon .of the Aoda
mans wbicb recommmdl!d to the Government tbat immediate eteps be taken to cancel t~ 
&ehtme and to trantfer all M.a1abar rebellion prilonen from the Uland to Indian jaila.. 

Khan Babadar Mahomed. Osman, Home Member, stated on behalf o1- the Govern
.mtuL that the Governmmt of India was respolllibte fur the eobeme. that at preeent there 
wu no aach tblop u Mopiab colonfa.tiou, lrinca the ecbeme bad been made AD all-lodfa 
one, and that. the ot.jectlona raised against it wcre purely sentimental. Several members 
epoke condemning the acbeme aud. .ukiug for itJ immediate canoellaUoo. Tho reaoiutioJ) 
waa pBBBed by 66 vote& to 28. 

Another resolution passed on thil day recommended to the Government to amend t~ 
l!'llmllle Coda In order to facilitate lamioo rei let worka bJ nm!Ddars aDd !aodownen, 

•• 
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Rlndll Bellgloua Endowments Act, 
11e 1 lug 1o tnterpellat!ona regardlllg the Hindu llellg!oDI Endowments Aot, the 

La.w M.:.:ber Slid tbat lu 'liew of the cltoamstance& it WM the intention of tbe Govern .. 
ment with the help,- if possibiPt of members of aU the int4ereata CODC8f.ned, to uplore ~be 
nbjecta about wbiob a oontioventy had taken place, and to bring foTward au amendtng 
lUU at tbe earliest opportonilJ to improve the Act, wherever DCClel&aQ', and make it 
aeoeptable to the f)eople for whosa benefit lu was intended. 

Tbe fint Beuion of the Madra& Counoil oloaed oa this dar after a four daya 
o!tting to meet agalll on tho let Uarob for tho lladgot ,...!on. 

Financial Statement lor 1927·28, 
On tho 1ST liAI!CH, In p,...nt~ug Lbo tlnanc!alotatement for tboyoor 1921·28, ltr, T. 

E.. Moir the Jlaance Membfr, ltlmmatised the poai-t.ion thos :-
"Aia.lnat a revenue of 1654,·80 lakhB we anticipate an expenditure of 172413 lakht 

Ill 1921·1928. E•pendltnre on that BCOie Ia Rndered poialblo only by tho fact that wo 
have aecomolated revenue balancea amouoting to 1S4:''ll lUlu~.. These balances once spent 
do nol J'I!C1lr nd npretent in pait ar.anticlpated windfalls, ln part expenditure in pre. 
no'Da years leaa than what provided for tn tht-ir budgets. We are also labouring under tba 
din.dvantagee of an unfavourable ~eason which will affect tbe revenue& of the coming as 
well u of the cunent year. Even under normal clrcomstancea theso nvenues increase 
but alowly and our exiat.ing commitments will for several yeaH cont-inuo to abaorb the 
major share of -such additions to our resourcea. We have also large commitments under 
achemes of a uoo-reeurrtng nature while schemes of capital er;pendttare are for the 
pnsent making increaied dem&lldl on our revenues in connection with the payment ol 
iDtereBt and tbe re-payment of capital. 

"It might under these circumstances be urged that there fa an element of recklessness 
Su the budge& now placed before the Council. 1 do not deny that all these coDBideration 
gin food for thovgbt bot in the flm place we ma1 reasonably hope tbat the nest moDIOOn 
will not follow the txample &et by ita predeeeuor. Our commitments &Te nat so out of 
0111' control that we cannot adjust future expenditure to ou uiatlug re1ources, should 
that, 1 einoerely hope it will uot, proYe neoeuary. , Atid I am ao tmpreeaed by the 
immense amoDt of gr.oond yet to be covered in aU administrative dlreet.lona that 1 am 
unwUUng to give the signal for reduced &peed until convinced that it i1 essentiaL 

"And here it Ia well to remnnbtr that our potential re&Ourees are not exbausted1 
though when and to wb&t extent they will be 1eleased reata ultimately in other bauds 
tho ours. Although lt ia a matter in which a bravy responstbiHty uata opon out 
repYeeentaLivea elec.where. we etill pay a oontributfon of 166 Iakbs from our provincial 
l'eVf'UUt'& to tho Central Government.. With tbl\t 1um at our disposal we would have 
aumci .. ut reeoun:cs to meet all1eaeonable 01' p018ible admiuistraLhe developments for the 
1 11 tt three years · 

"ll ia tbe peculiu misfortune of our Preaideno1 that in ita Pllgrfm'a Progress toward& 
pouenion of ita own estatE>, It hu encountend and ahll encoontere formfdable obstacles 
and that at each stage fresh and fierce lions roar against it. But ao far aa the Govern· 
mt'llt of India ar.e concem!d tho long fight is Gver. In the budget which was produced 
lu the Legi&Jattve Auembly J'e&terday the Hon'ble Sir Basil BJackett anuoUDced that if 
the Bovernlllf'nt of lndia'a proposals for 1927-)928 are adopted they ensure a total 
recuning mnisslo-u io. rupect of tbe provincial oonlrlbutiona of 850 Jakbs aud a non" 
ueurrlng rtmtu.ion of 258 lakhs~ Tbe share of thit Prt>eide.ncy te 116 Jakba recurring 
and 4.9. lakba Don-recorrinr, that is to say our pro"Yince will a~ last etand in full 
poste~8101l of itt proper revenues. 

11 
lt would be rank ingr~Utade ·on my paTt lf1 knt:twing aa 1 well do how colossal the 

t~k baa been, I fail to P8J' a tnbute to the sincerity and lhe determinat!OD with which 
B.tl' Basil Blackett has laboured to remove what l1e has tetmed ''a mllJstone round tbe 
ntek both of the Central Government a.nd of tbe Provincial Governments poisoning their 
mutual relations od bam~ring every acUon..1• I do not ig~~ore their lion& still fn the 
path nor am 1 prone to count m7 ehick~na before the-y aro hatched but 1 fervently truat 
that hia eftorta will be crowned with aueceu and that that eneo@ll which will mean BO • 
much to tbfa Presidency WiU be ROUted uot meteJy by Lbe good i1l f tb Gonrnmeut 
f:w~dia bDt by the active co-optration ol our own representat::.ea ~ the ~entral ~~ .. 
~ave already stated that given 081' re'Vellutl we can contemplate a noteworthy and = Wilh a devdopment of our ameliorative pror;crammea during the leaat three year• that 

. out any additiODlll taxation : anoh Ia lbo prosl""'t OjlOnod beloTe onr •7•8. It 
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exoeeds -our moat sanguine antfoip&tloaa lllld n fa one which I venture to think thft 
Ooanei~ and the people of tbi& Presidency wiU not readiiJfOl\'go, n 

Wtth the expenditure put at an advanced figur~ with Jargo oommJtmenta UDder 
eahemes of a non·reonrrtng nature wlth schcmts of capital npeDditnre making la.orea"'ed 
demands oonctded, il might be urged that there waa an element of .reekleaanf'JI In tho 
budget. Bat he hoped for bttter monsoon nest year and Govt'a. commitments we-re not 
so out of control that they could not adjust. future ea.penditure to tbetr ezilting reaourera 
Still, their potentilll reB01ltctB were not exban1ted, Enn the present tohemea were m&d; 
poaaible b7 ICIUIOD. of accumulated revenue balance~ which to-day amounted to 184: Jakhl. 

D11CU581on on Important Bille. 
After the Finance M8mbet'a speech tbe OGunoil granted a tUm of Bt. 601000 to the 

Government tor the po.rcbae o( Rra and vaccLDn :rtqalred. for the inoeuhuiou -of cattle. A 
heated disco.salon next ensued ou tbe Finance Member'• reaolotton uklng for approYal of 
the boUle for continuation of unfinished JnJgation and chU work•. 'lbe oppo~Uion ebarao.. 
terlaed the motion u illegal. After oon~derable d!scaaaioa lhe motion waa pat and loat 
w!tboul div!&ion. 

Small Cause& Courts Act. 
Sir Bamuwami Iyer then introduced a Bill to amend the Madrat PrtsidenCJ SmaU 

Oauaee Oourta Act giving jurisdiction to the city civil court now 'felted :In High Court to try 
caaes relating to the title of property of small value. The Bill waa rautd into law. Two 
other oiliolal biUa were thea. tntrodace.f and re[erred to tbe Select Committee&. Tbe tirat 
was a Bill to amea.d the Madraa Preveution of Adulteration Act proViding efttctlve 
remedies against sale of watered milk. adulterated ortem, batter autl the second But to 
repeal the .JIIadraa Planter& Act. The OouncU adjourned. 

The Budget Diacuaaion. 
That dyarolly Ia unworkable in practfee was the nm and tobatanoo of tba aperchu 

made .in the Council on the SRD FEBRUARY in coure of the general discaaafou o:o""' 
budget. WbUe the Congmsmen mid n directly, ~Mmben of other partln gave out 
enough material to enn.blc any impartial observer t-o como to that deciaton. Tbo 8nt; 
speaker was a Swarajist, Mr. P4 0~ Veukatapathi Rajut wbo drew at.tent.lon to the laok of 
irrigation facilities and :atarving of natton.buUdlng department&. 

Sir A. P. Patro, U·mlnist:er, cougratolat~d the Fioanoe Member and •id tbat fioanc-fal 
independence waa a coadltion precedent of provinnilil autonom.J. He- preue;d for relief :Ia 
tuation notably in court fees and atamp duties.. · 

Mr. G. Harl-sarvothama Reo aobjootcd the badge~ atatf!ment 1o a odtlcal analytll from 
the democratic point of view • and prov~ bow it bopeleuly failed tc atand that teH. The 
cause of the ryot wu advocated b;r ever,-one of the epcakera aud the encouragement of 
cottage industries and hand.apin:oing was alao advocated. M.t. Krlaboa Nair aoonded a 
note of waming agai111t proceeding with further work ~n eounection wit.h the g•gant.io 
CaoV8J')" mettar project which fe estfmated to coat more tban six crore~ wltboat ptaolug 
on the statute book an 1rrfgation law which tbe irrigaUon member binuelf had ury often 
emphasised as etJsentfal bef'orQ launohing upon any b;g proj ct. Tbe wa7 in whieb aeleo
tiODB are made to the Hfgh Court Dt..oneb came :In also bandy for oritiolem wbUe a 
Chri1tlan &!3d two Mohamadau members pressed for communal juatict. l'ho dlacuntoJJ 
was CD the whole on a hfgb lev-el compared wJtb the previoat zeare. 

On the 4TH M.AROH, in ooum of the general dlsc11Uion on the budget, attention waa 
drawn among other things to tho need for promotion of rural unitatlon, lndiaollatloo of 
l!igber poltl, notably in the p31ice department and the improvemeat of the maobluer.r ol 
administration of oivll justice Ia mofossil. 

Dootor lllothulakhoml Ammal pleaded lor the eatabliehmeot of children boepltal for 
Madras and opening u.p of new aecondaey &ohoola for women. Opposition membele ale 
lll'ged retr-Enchment and reorganisation of the dt>partmenta of agdcaltare and indo.etrlel. 

Mr. 0. Wood, Yadraa Chamber of Commezor, welcomed the budget u a luckl and 
business like one and e:rpreaaed appreciation of the proviaton tor agrioalttual and Jndan. 
rial devslopme.ut but regretted a Jack of proviafou for combating social eYU. Tho OounoU 
lbell adjourned, 

Voting on Budget Demanclo. 
Vot!Dg on Bodgol demando oommenced OJl tbe HTH li!ABCH. Token motion on 

cemand under SurveJ and S~tlement, uudor tbe bead Laud Revenue aftorded oppotlaDity 
foz oppoei~ton momberl ~• ctltlcl,. the Laud Beven•• PoliCJ of lbe Uodru Oonrnmans, 
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Sp<'akeu emphasised tbe need for tho Introduction of a aat!slactory Land llnenue Bcttt.. 
men(Bill gi,ing tbe Legislative Council power to ftx rates, 

Mr. Marjoribanks, Revenue Membar, replying said that tho Council ba~ no m~n.datcry 
vofca m the matter aud that the proper coarse would be for the reepona1blo lftmBtu to 
·bring in a 111otioD, The token cat was carded.. 'I'he Counoil next Ut'gatived by 57 votes 
to 38 tho Swatajiat motion for total omiislon of Ra. 24,78 .. 300 allol!Oent for Survey and 
SCttleiUilt. 

Demand Under Excise. 
on the 16TH MARCH dlsC111111on oeutrod ronnd the Swaraj!st motion for a tokrn out 

iD the sa1aty of 1be Excise CommiBBiooer. 
Daring question time the Home member stated in ariawer to interpellation _tb&t_the 

D:llmber ol women and chUdrtn taken to Andamans under oolonisatlon sobeme was 836 
and 610 reapectlvelr~ 

Swami Venkatacbalam Cbett.y, opposition ·leader, wanted the Hii:J.tstry that Do 
country would tolerate a Government wbtoh did not qaiok~n up the psoe to total pro· 
hibition. Mt

5 
Knshnan Nair in calHog on tbe Independent Ministry to carry oo.t the 

rolta.y of prohibition too:k oecarion to d.oola.te that the" Justice" party had decided not 
to accept oftlce fu the present Council. The President asked htm to confine himself to 
the Excise polJcy. Mr. Krishna Nair drew attention to the fallacy of the Swarajiatl con
dtmniog d;yarchy aud at the eame time supporting Ministry. Several epeakm eJPphasised 
the need for forward &tep toWJ\rds total prohibition. 

Replying to the debate Mr. B. N. ATOgyaawamt Mudali&l't Es.clse Minister, -c1eclued 
that tbe M1niBtr;r hRd. accepted tho ~leal of • dry Madras and would work Up to it 
by definite and progreaaive stages. .His polfa.y would be a further rtdccUon in eon· 
sumptioD by t!::e extmaiou of prohibition areas, extension of duty on &pirita and such 
othtr met.hods as wrre suitable. The financial aPpect of tho matter was under coo· 
lideration aud the Finance o~mmitroe had not J"Ct reported. Subject to the lim.ltalfona 
of diarcby be would woz k up to t.be goal. 

Mr. Satyamart.i declared that Congressmen Wftte there to kiU diarchj. The policy 
of lhe preJeDt Mllllatty waa an advance on the -record of the '' Juatieen Ministry. He 
added: that if the Baja of l'&nagal as the l!ader of the« Jastloon Party stated from hia 
~ace~. t~ ~ounoll t~t dlarchy waa unworkable, t-he Swarajlata would readUJ jaln tho 

Jo.stW!Le& m defeahng any Min.i-atry. But tboy would not break tbe present Ministry 
tm the it.rtDgth of w~ t.be ·~• Ju&tteitea" bad been sayblg with a view ·to coming to 
power again. 

_ Alter further dllco"loa tbe token cut was canted by 59 aga!il!t "&0 wtee. Nest lh• 
'ft'hole demand under Escise wae -put and carried without a division. 

. Ou a token cut nuder tlic brad dSt&m~an the opposilion member& urged a redu6t.iOU ill 
Court Ftell.. Tbe Council thtn adjourned. 

. Demand 'lor Provincial Autonomy, 
On tbo 18TH MABCH the grant of further con,titut.ional ref6rD1£t, .particu]arlj pro· 

Ylnclal autonomy for Madras wu ltrougiJurged by the op1l08ition membera in tho debate 
over a token motion under "AJiotment for the Gonrnor's HonBCbold". " 

Mr. 8. 8a1yamuru. Dero~y Leader o! the Congrt!a Party dtc1ared that be would 
not ~ise the larger question of Swaraj for India, hut would dea't witb the qoestion o1 
abolishing dl&rchy by ~ranting autonomy to &he province. He added that diarchy eou.ld 
:n~ ~ i:'obkedbr The Gov~ment ebould always be whole ·and indivisible. He uked thoBO 
,.. 0 e _t !ott '1 could nau;t the advancing wave of modetn democracy whethtr they were 
going to dnve all to delpair and make of India a greater ll'eland ' 
by !!:uaf:!~~ll~ ~here bt:tue be belfeved that. the p~liti~ question would be tolml 
enbmltted to tb M dd: quot C the v1ewa111 the lla}& -of Pa-uagal and Str A. P. P'!tro 

. . e 11 man ommittee in eapport of the contentfon regardJng ·the 
!:;{:!e"bjr~ -o:, diarchy. He contended that when the party whose membete were the •<pot 

n ° t e ttrtaucraeyn had Btatt-d that diarehy was nworkabJe .and 'Butonomy was 
:c;saryt there was 11o case lor the Government. Slr·MaicoJm ·Bai1e,-'e assurance -that 
Mi . (mnen\dO:ld do all that coold be done waa empt7 ·ae waa-sare·tbat :the pf'fftD.t 

0~ en wou nd very aoou that they wae tbere t';, carry out the·behtata Of 11naeeD C 11 and tba~ under'disrei.Jy they had no rt'al power, rtaponstbillty or initiatln. It 
Jilent m;~ld ~hat the British~ waa oat to clvilite and tfftin the Oriental in aelf·gOVCl'D" 

1~ . ipca cr urged t~t Mad1aa should get subatanttal poUUcal tefonne •• ber r.;rbi ;.~o tbe oh!eot papl)S, ~he debate had Dot OOilO)Dded When ~he 'QoiiDo!J"IOIII 



VOTING ON BUDGET DE~ANDS 
Next day, ·tho 19TH !lARCH, the d!10umon G! the conet!tutional lmlo ou a token 

motion nuder the Governor'• Household wu mtnmed. 
Mr. Krilbna Nair ebaraoterised the dfaraby aa an unsucet~~ful experiment and 

t~rrued the 1lffll for a forwar-d step in ConatUutiooal Beforau, like the tramfor of -all 
subj~f.s to the transferred half. 

Dr. Muthalakshmy Am:mal paid a tribute to tho British for tnonlaattng rupect for 
law and order and fm the maintenance of peace. She safd that llldia'cyeamiug ror·freedom 
was a natural and lfgitimate cn.~ing and her national conso1oumeea""' the result o1 
'contact wi1.h tho freedom.tOTing nattoua of tba world. It wu: time for the Indiana to 
lbi:Jatder more reaponsibility. She appealed for the spirit of brotherhood and for the 
throwing open of the temples aud acho;))s to :tU dasSH wttbout diatluctfon and adrlf:ld that 
when unity waa acbiel'ed no power on earth aocld atifl.e lntli&'s a11pirationa. 

The representative of the dflpu:aaed classc& spoke oa t.be nlne of the British conuec. 
tlon and empha!!iaed the need for the -protection of miuorit.y intereats. 

The H011. Mr. Marjorlhenko, Revenue Mtmber, repl;rin~, •td that the Mad,.. 
Govenment: WRB & subordinate Government and ·ae sa® it bad no power to alter the 
comUtuti~ Their daty was to work it iD the bat interests of the pcopte. Jt waa 
probable that at no dfstant·date the Govemmeat would be called upon to nport on manJ' 
aspects of the dlarcby, .ad when the time came the Gov~rnme:Dt would aommanieate tho 
welgbt of reseotmeut given ezpr~ion to iu. the House. He wanted t.he Hoaae nol to 
imagine that any section or tbe Gonrnment was boetiJe to their clalmt. 

Swami Venkataohcllam Chett.J1 lNder of the oppoaitton, enumerated the defects 
o( diarcb;y and urged the grant of provlccial autonomy. 

Mr. Briniva&an, deopreH!ed o1wu representative, declartd tbat -the r~al ot 
untouchability ahould be·tbe fii'Bt step towards Swaraj. He Invited the Royal Com:miaalon 
on Reforma to Tfsit the villages •nd de viae means for tbe amelioration of lbo lot of milieu 
of tbe massee-. 

The motion wu p'llt to the Bo111e and carried, 6i votlag for aad 26 apfo1t it. The 
Mlniat.rs remained. neuuaJ. 

Other Demand•. 
The :reduction of tho number ot Ex-ecutive COUlloiUora to two wu 1l1"ged by tho 

Opposition members tbla afternoon on tho motion for a token out in the allotment for 
the Eucutlve Counan on·ler the head '' Becretary.n .The cut wu eflected1 51 voting 
fer 'and 81 against. 

The Council paned the demands under the heads "Legltlative ·Bodlei" aud 11Ptovinae~• 
of Rs. 2170,000 and Rs. 6194,000, :retpect.ively. The token motion etJiing for a. change 
in the hours of the sitting of the Cou.uoil wu negar.iYOd. AUentioa. was drawa. to 
farther Indianiaation in tbe Secretariat and e1Jectlng re.trenchmant by tbe Bwarait.t• 
mem~n on the motion for a nominal cut in the demand for the·Cbiet Secretariat. 

A 8Juatice" party member broogbt forward a cut motion to n.lle tb" q(l{ltion of 
aUoting seat8 for ex·Atillfatera in she front oppodtioa benches. .The President ruled lt 
-out of order at that stage, stating that one of the party leadera had informal bfm of hit 
intention to :raise the qaeation ou the Jloor of tho HnDte and tha~ he (tha President) 
would fts a da7 convenient to the mtmbcr concuned. Tbe OoancU thea. adjllaroed. 

DemAnd for !llinlltera' Salarlee. 
The demand for Minlm!ni' ealariee waa laktn up on tho liST MARCH. Mr. B. 

Muntswami Naidu, o1 the Jaatlce Party, moved a token out l.o upre~~.no ooafi4enoo Ja 
the Ministry. 

819"ami Venkatacbelam Chatty, leader of the Ooogrcu party, esplainhtg that Jd1 
party woutd not vote on the question, eafd that they woold alwa1e be readJ to aee thefr 
"VOte against lhe Mfni1tey whrn tbf7 were satl8fied that each a coorae would &Chine .the 
objective of the Coucreas, namely, preventing any llin15tf7 tmder D,yarob7. 

Dewan Babadnr Kriehaa.n Nair (Jmttce) and the patty in power wu drawn .lrollt a 
·u!iluority and the llin1etera did not have the con8denee of tbs people. 

Dr. 8nbbarayan, Obfef Hlnlater, replying, said that he aooepted omoe bfeaoae -he ft:lt 
ft hta duty to undertake the respons1bilty of constitatlonaJ government of the pr.ovlnc&. l'8o 
tong u be had tbe confidence of the Roue tbrongh th& :neutrality of hit ~friend& oppolite 

-(swarajist benches) be bad tbe right to be In the miniHerial oftlee. He umred .Lhe HOllie 
that he wouJd not tour at the e:s:peuse of the State darina tfs montb1 before the electiont. 
Be added that the token on~ OD the Excise demand waa one of no coafid.enoe.in lhe polioJ" 
of the previout Minisuy &han on the policy of .the present Mlnfltert. 

Jlembefl ot the 'Independent Party emphufled. tba\ tbt!if pa.r1.7 programme wu one 
....,.ptablelo tho s-ajlole and lhe Jolll!ce l'trlf, To..U7Ibo Sworjlo~ pollcf,... onder• 
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Sptakera emphasised the need for the introduction of a satiBfactoey Laud Rnenuo 8Cttle
men(Bil1 giving the Legislative Council power to fix rates. 

Mr. Marjoribankt, Revenue llember, replying aaid that the Council had no maud&tofJ 
voice in the matter and that t.he proper co11rse wonJd be for the refponaiblo Min{ater to 
bring in a motion. The token cat was carried. Tbe Council next negatived by 07 votea 
to ss the Bwara.jiat motion for totnl omfsslon of Rs. 24.178,300 allotment fo.r Baney and 
Settlem•nt. 

Demalld Under E"J:cfu. 
On the 16TH MARCH dfsoa .. !on aeutred round the Swarajls~ motion lor a. token oat 

:In the salary of the Exoiae Commissioner. 
Daring question time the Home member stated in anSwer to interpellation that_the 

nUmber of women and cbilc:hen taken to A.Ddamana tmder ooloaisation scheme was SSG 
and 510 respeetlve!J. . . . 
. Swami Venkataohalam Cheu.y, oppoaitJon ·leader, ·warned the U:tnistlj' tbat no 
countq would tolerate a Government which did not quicken up the p·aoe to total pro.o 
hibttion. Mr5 Knvhnan Nair in calling on the lndeplndent Ministry to carry out the 
policy of prohibition took occasion to decl&m that the" Justioo" party had decided not 
tO accept office in the present Counoit. The Prestden\ asked him to confine himself to 
the Excise policy. Mr. Krishna Nair drew attention to tbe ·tauacy ol the Swarajlsts con~ 
dtmning dyaroby and at the same time npportlng :Ministry~ Several apeakere ell'phaai&ed. 
lhe need for forward step tOWllrd& total prohibition. 

BepJ7ing to the debate Mr. B. N. Arogyaawami :MudaHar, Excise Minister, declared 
that the Ministry had accepted tho ijlt'&l of a dry Madrae and would work Op to It 
by definite and progrenive ttages. .His policy would be a further l't'dccUon in con~ 
sumption by U::e exWnsion of prohibition. areas, l'xtenslon or doty on splrit• and such 
othfor methods as wE're nitable. The financial uprct of tho matter was under con· 
&ideration and tho Finance o~mmittoe had not yet reported. Subject to the limitations 
of diArcby he would work up to the (::Oal. . . · 

Mr. Satyamurt.t declared that, Congrt!Ssmen Wftre there to kill diaroby. The polley 
of S.be present M.ioi8tfJ" wu au advance on the ttoord or the •• Justice~' Ministry. B"G 
added• that if the Baja of Panagal as the !Neier or the u J0.8tloo" Party stated from his 
place in the ConueU that diarcby wu unworkable, the S""arajists would readily join the 
u Justieitu' in defeating an1 Miniatry. But thcJ would not break the present Ministry 
on the atrength of wht.t the.,, JustieitCll" had been eaying with a view to coming to 
power agaiD. · _ . _ . . _ 

_ After farther d!ecu.,lon the token oat ws.s carried 1>1 59 aga!not oO · ~oloo!, Nei<~ the 
whole demand under Excise was pot and carried without a division. 

. On a token cut nuder tlie h~ad ••sta.mp1 ' the opposit.ion members urged A reductiOn in 
Coutt Ftes. The Council thm adjoutned. 

Demsod lor Provincial Autonomy. 
On tho 18TH MARCH the grant of farther eonPlitutional refOrmt1 .partfcalulj pro. 

vfneial autonom1 for Madras was etrongJy 'Urged by the oppoeition memben in tho debate 
over a token motion onder "AJJotment for the Gon.rnor's HoosehoJdn.. ~ 

Mr. S. SatyamurU, Deputy Leader ol the Congre~a Party, declared that he would 
not raise the larger c{uestton. of Swaraj for India, but would deal with the qoeation of 
abo1iebing dtarehy by granting autonomy to the province. Be added that diarohy could 
not be WOlked. The Government ahould always be whole ·and indivisible. Be aaked thoso 
who felt that they could retiet tbe achanelng wave of modern democracy, whether they were 
going to drive all to despair and make of India a gnoater Ireland. 

The !peaker waa there bPcame be believed that the politleaJ que~tion would be sol•ed 
by mutual goodwm. He qootet.l the vtewe'of the Baja '01 Panagal and Btr A. P. Patro 
aohmltted to the lhddiman Committee iu support or the contention regarding "the 
nworkabilityuf diareby. Be cont-ended that when the party wboae mem~1'8 were tbe '<pet 
children Of the burtaUcr&CJ'" had ataU>d that diarehy was unworKable -and 'autonomy was 
necessary, there wae -no cue for the Government. Slr·M.a!colm ·HtUie)''e assurance that 
hfa Govnnnent would do all tbat could be done was empty. 'He was·1nue.tbat 'the prttent 
ltioieten would fimt nry eooo that they were tbere to carry uut the·behtst&Of11nteen 
powen and that nnder·dtarehy they had no mil power, ~t_sponBibiJity or initiatfvo, It 
h!'d hem said that the Brit is~ was out to civ1liae and traiu the Oriental Jn aelf·gOYCfll~ 
mmt. :rbe speaker urged th'!'t )fachaa abcnld get aub&tanttal poiiUcal teforms as her 
prople .wora the oldest pup•ls. tho dehs.to hs.d Dot ooDclnded 'whtn tho Counoil'rote 
tonho da7. . 



VOTING ON BUDGET DEli.\NDS 
Next day, the 19TH MARCH. the rlfscusion of tho canatituUonal iMue on a token 

motion unrler the Governor'& Household was resumed. 
Mr. Krishna Nair characterised the diarcby u an unsncci"S5[Ul experiment and 

etrc~sed the netd for a forward step in Constitutional Bt~formll, Hko tbe transfer of aU 
eub)ecta to tbe traneferri!Jd half. 

Dr. Matbnlakahmy Ammal paid e. tribute to tho Brltisb for lnouleating ret~pf!Ot for 
law and order and for the maintenance of peace. Sbc Aid tbat lndta•tt yearning lor freedoM 
was a Dat.ural and ltgit.imate craving and her national eonaolo.nanesa waa tbe Tfttllt of 
contact wi~h tho freedom-letting nat!oue of the world. It w~ time for the Indians to 
shoulder more responsibility. 8be appealed for the spirit ot brotherhood and for tbe 
throwing open of the temples and echo3l& to aU ela!M!s wltbout distinction aud adrfOO tb&t 
when unity was achievffi no power on earth could stifle India's ru;pirations. 

The reprettent&tiVf: of the df"pte.ssed cl&BSes spoke on tho nine of the Brltlab connee· 
tionand ~mpha"!ised the need for the protection of minority int'frests. 

The Hon. Mr. Marjoribanka, Revenue Mt"Dlbcr1 replyintr, aid that the Madras 
Government was & subordinate Government and as sucb: it bRd 0() power to alter tbe 
conttitution. Their duty was to work ft In the best tntereale of the people. lt wu 
probable that at no distant date the Government would be caUed upon to report on many 
aspeete of the diarcby, .md when the time eame the Govunment would commnnicate tbe 
weight ol Jtscutment given nprsrion to in tbo Hoose. He want<:d tho H<lUBO not to 
imagine that any secti<ln of the Government. was bostiJe to their cta.lms. 

Swami Venkat.&chdlam Cbetty, Jrader of tho opposition, enumeCI\ted the dclecta 
of diarcby aud urged the grant of provincial autonomy. 

Mr. Srinivasan. depmsed claEses representative, dfclnrtd that tho removal of 
untouc:hsbility tihould be the first step toward& Swarsj. He. invited tho Uoyal Commlisiou 
on Reforms to Tisit the villagts and devise mtana for t.be amelioration of 1bo lot of milione 
of the maBSCS. 

The motion wu put to the Hoose and c:mied, 6i voting for and !6 agafus:tU. The 
Minieten remained neutral. 

Other Demand!. 
The reduction of tha number of Enentlve Connolllon: to two wu urged by the 

o'ppoeit.tou members thfs afternoan on tho motion for a token cut in the allotaumt for 
the Executive Couneil un·ler the head u Seeretal)':' The cut waa eticcted, 51 voting 
for 1lud 3lllgainst. 

The Council passed the demands under the heads ctLt>gislaUTe BodieEo" and "PtnTinara' 
of R8. 2

1
701000 -and Rs. 6,94,000, reapteUvely~ The token motion calling tor a ebange 

in tho hours of t.he sitting of the Connoil waa negaUTcd~ Attention Wa! drawn to 
further Indianisation in the Secretariat ant) effecting retrenchment by the Swaraji·le 
members on the motion for a nominal cut in the demand for the Obief Secretariat~ 

A "Justice" party member brought forward a cut m<ltion to raise: tba qutalion of 
aHotJng seat& for ex·ltinisters in the front oppotition benches. The Presklen~ ruled tt 
out of order at that etage, stating that one of the party Jeadera bad informed bim of bit 
intention to raise the question on the floor of tho Honse and that be {the Praldcnt) 
would fix a da7 .convenient to tho ml'mbcr concerned. Tbe Council then adj?urned§ 

Demand for Miniaten' Salaries_ 
The demand lor M.infsten' a&Jariea was taken np on the 21ST MARCIL Mr. n. 

Muniewami Naida, of the Juatice Party, moved a token cut LO expreu no confidenca to. 
the Ministry. 

Swami Venkatachelam Chetty, leader of the Cougrrse party. e1:plaintng that hie 
party would not vote on the queation, taid that t.bey would alwa,.a be ready to Die their 
vole against the Mlni&try whm tbey were an.tl&fied that eocb a con rea would achine tbe 
objective of the Congres&t namely, preventiug any Ministry under Dyaroby. 

Dewan Babadnr KTiebnan Nair (JaEti~) and the party in powal' was drawn from a 
minority and th-e Ministers dM not have the confidence of the people.. 

Dr. Subbarayant Obief Utnlater, replying, said tbat he accepted o.IHe& btcauao he f~lt 
it h1s duty to undertake tbe nspons1bilty of conetitot.ionaJ government of the prolinee. ·So 
long u be bad tbe confidence of tbe House tbrongb the. ntolrality of hia .friends Oppotite 
(Sw&rajist benches) he bad tbe right ro be in the miniitt!rial omce. He usored t.he Bonae 
that be would not tour at the expense of tbe State during at~ m<lntbe before the elections. 
He added tbat the token cot on the E:re!se demand was one of no confidence in the polio1 
of Lbe previous Ministry than on the policy of the preeent Ministers~ 

Membere of tbe Independent Party empbaa-iled tbat their part.7 programme. was one 
acceptable to tho Swarojl118 and lbe Juetioe Part7, Xo<la;rlbo Sworjiot policy ,.., UQdU• 
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going a welcome~ change from boycott to honourable co·operation and the Jutfce Part)" 
had no rea&OU to look down upon anoh a oha.nge. 

Hr. o. E. Wood, lladraa Chamber of Commerce, desired to know if the to-ken eut waa 
a minor matter intended to draw attention to certatn poUctes. He meant that the 
llinietere ehould rf!aign if the latter was the idea.~ bnt he strt>ngly deprecated the attempt 
to oensnre the llini"atry llt so early a stage in ita life. 

By 68 voteB to 12 the Connon negatived the mot.ion of no confidence, 16 members 
remainiDg neutral of whom 11 were of the Congreaa Party. 

The Council also voted doW11 aootbel' Jnattce Party motton for a &Ubatantfal Rdua· 
tton 1n the demand nuder the head "lihUsters.,u The whole demand of Rs. 4,82.000 was 
then put to the HoU&e and carried without !' division. 

The practice of appointing temporacy JUdges to the Bench of the Madras Hfgb Court 
waa condemned by 11everal members who spoke on a 8-warajlat motioa for a reducUOD in 
the allotment under the head of "admio:l&t.ratton of justice". 

Tho cu~ wao elf<cted, 56 vot!Dg for and SO against. The Co!Ulc!i adjourned. 
Madras Police Budget. 

On the ISBD MARCH tha Govem:m~nt sustained a defeat on a Bwara,jist mot ton 
for a reduction by Rs.lii lakbs of the allotment of Bs. 161.86 Jakbs under the bead "Police.•' 
Opposition speakers urged the need for retteo.ohment and draat.io IncUanisation ot tho 
Pollee Dl!'partmene. · 

Sir Bamaswami Iyu, rrp1ying, stated that during the !ast tbne yean a reduetion of 
Ba, 12 lakhs bad been efft.ated in e:Ependiture onder the "Police Department," and be 
wo-uld do all in bfa power to farther ludianisat.lon. The motion was put and canied by 
4.6 vote• to 44. Tbe whole demand wu next put and agreed tOt subject to the above cut:1 
by 56 votes to 28. 

Anti-Drink Propaganda in Madras. 
On the 26TH If ARCH the need for rHCindlng lbo Government order prohibiting 

officials of the Public Health DPparUnent from doing any propaganda work against tho 
drink evil was emphasised. by several speakers in the debate on. a motion to tednce bJ' 
a token cut the allotment under the head "Public H~allb." -

Dr. MutbuJak1hmi Ammal tafd tbat Publio Htalth offioiaJa should ]lo allowed to 
carr,.- out. anti~riDk propaganda as par:t of their dutiee. 

Swami V enkatachelJam Chetty, ltader ot \be OppoaiUon, undtmucd the prt'sent 
ptohibltory order and called on the Health Minister t.o make the position of the Hiniatry 
clear. Members of tbe Justice Party also supported the motlon.. 

The l4iniater, r-epl,.mg, mid that he waa glad that there was unanimity of opinion on 
thie qutstiOD, WW.t nrprised him wae that even members below the gangway (Justice 
party) ahould have ebanged their 'Views in the mattu. Tbose members were showing a 
change of heart m wuoas other matters and :it was all to the good. The Government had 
decided tc umove the Mtriction and an order to tbis effect would be bsued shortly. 

In view of the Government's decltion. tbe motion was withdrawn an l tbe grant 
puoed. 

The voting of the Budget: demands concluded on thle day* It i8 noteworthy that 
dariJlg the ten_ days' 'TOting only one substantial cnt was etrect.ed1 that of Rs.. 6 Jakha in 
the police grant, aU otbCl' cuts being token ones. The Oooncll then adlonmed. 

Debate Over the Suppl;y o1 Kbadl. 

On tho 28TH MARCH, after '!""'lion time, Mr. B. S. IIaUana, Swarajlot, moved 
for au adjournment of the Honre to consider a matter ot urgeut public importance, 
namely, rtconatructton and remodelling of the Madras <hnerai Hospital~ 

Sir 0. P. Bamaswami lyer, the leader of the Hou1e1 pointed out that the moUOD 
could not be :iu order as it sought to revive disaull&1on o-n a matter already dlscuased 
He added that the matter involved was not of recent oecnrence, • 
Ffitalhe Pmident taid that there waa a precedent during the time of :Mr. Swatnikannu 

Sir 0. 1'. Ramuwam! Iyer queot!oned tba~ ruling with dl!fS rupect to tho former 
l'l<a!dento 

Swami Venka1aohalam Chtttl, the leader of the oppcaitlon observed that the 
qut~tiou of remodelling the h01pital wu dealt wU.h in the budget and 1 

It was proper that 
d.iRuuiou should be raised on tbat provieion onr adjustment motioa. 

The pmident finallJ' ruled that the mot1on was in order. 
A etron~ plea in faTOor of ltlpp!yiDg Khadi for uniforms aDd other auppliea was pot 

Ill bJBWaraJiot •p•akuo In Lho debate over a l<>kon cut in the 1Upple11lentar1 demand of 
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lla. 15,000 fM otauona.,. and printing (tralllfemd). 'Dr. Bubhorayao. Cblol Hln!otor 
Jelterated his faith in bandapinnlng alld weaving lndutry a& a welcome nblidlai'J' ocan! 
patlon to India's millions and ea.id that he conld uot do anything in tba maHer aa cJ.otht 
coming 'nuder the. demand were made iD. iaila with Indian mm yarn. &veral membert 
atresaed 'be eeonomtc ulu.e of Kh&dder to tile vast :raral popalattou lo. these 4&1& ot 
famine. 

Replying to tbe debate Mr. T. E. llolr1 Fioanca llembert tnade it clear that: they 
had no prejudice againat band-spun yarn aDd haud·wo.veuolotbes. Posaibilitfeaof enoonrag. 
tng aoch cloth would be explored if quaiU.y was _found to be the at.me u that produced 
iu jallt. Ha~spfnntng was tnt.rodaced even ia. J&illl io. or.ier to help tho: GOUviot to 
eam a honest bvellhooa after thdr r~lea.ae. 

The Motion waa by leave withdrawn aud the ao.ppleme:ntary grant was agreed to. The 
Council also voted tho aupph:mentary demand ol Rs. u.ooo tot lltuistmi' trueUiDg 
allowaneea. 

Madrao University Aot Amendment Bill. 
On the 2DTH MARCH, Mr. S. Sa~yamurtbf, member for the Uaiteraity moved. 

for permfuiou to introdoce a BiU to amend the Madras UoiYenity aot. 19234 The 
ammdillg bill proposed the unmber t.o ba elected byregfster&:l gmdaa.tes to tbe Senate 
to be tai&ed from SO to tO and the upeal of tho principle of proporttonat.o repreamtaUou 
so as to allow DOrmal voting to be tho :rule. lt provides for the abolition of the councll 
ot aftlllated oollegea and doing away witb the re-p:reaentGt.fon of Diatrlot Board& oa 
the Senate, 

Before Ur." Sa.tyamurthi ro~1 Mr. H. Kri&huan Nair 11Jnstie(te" molved for the poat
pouem,.nt of the BfU on tba ground of want of time to atufly proytalona. Auotber 
"J uaticiteu member ohar&eteriaed. the am!ndlng BiU &!' a pic:ea of mtacblc:voua and 
vindictive Jegi&Jat!o.o. #' • 

_ 'Dr. Subbarayyau1 · Xdu~tlon Minbte.r, said that he felt that au amendment of the 
Madras :Univmiity A® was urgently called for. bot he did not agree with all the 
proviaiona of the amending Bill. ,Re )-eft that questlou of potit.pCJneatent entlrel7 In the 
bAuds of tho House. . . 

Several Swaro)iBta proteated agatnat the. motion for poatponement and aatd that It was 
au attempt to etraugle the Bill, The motion for postponement waa then. pat and nept.ived.. 

On the 80TH MARCH a Swaraiist motion for the adj'lurnment of the House 
to dtecusa t.he qo.estion of the aequiaU.tou of a farm belonging to the Andhta. Ayonertto 
Pharmacy at Avadi to:r the purpoaea of bouaiug the Malaya EmiQ:r.a.Uon D.!pot waa with· 
drawn on an assurance being gi\'en by the Revenue Member that L.he Ma.dru Oonrument 
v.ould withdraw tb& acqniaition proocediogs. 

lnttOt!ucing hia Dill to ameud the Madras Untnnlty Aet of 1923. llr. Satyama.rtbf1 
mmnbar for the University, repudiated the eoggot.ion tb&t the 8111 was the ueolt or a 
consp~rncy between himself and the Cbief )Uniatet. It waa not a Government Bill 
mesqueradJDg uuder the naml'l of a private Bill. It waa not hia intention to Brahminite 
the Setmte. The amending Bllleougbt toe:s:ponge t·be elements or confiict. 

While. Mr. Setyam.nrthi was apraking Sir A. P. Patro, e:z.-Edaeatlcn Mlulster, referring 
to the Bill1 ~a.imM "such tras~ ' · 

Hr. Bat.yamort.bi aoaght the prolt!ctlcn of the Chair and 4 tho Deputy Prtttdeut ruled 
tba.t the word was not in order, upon which thea-Minister witbdrew tbe offending lflmatk. 

Dew.a.D Bahador Kri&hnan Nair, Justice Party, nppo&ed Lbe rending of tho But on the 
grotmd that itt. provi!ionB were not ealonlate~l to [urtber communal jattloc. 

Soveml·Swarajiets and lndepe»deot membtr8 gave their nu.lt.tnttd support to the BUt 
Dr. Sa.bbarayao, Obie-f ltinia~r, denied bavtog had to do anything wtth the dratung 

of the Bm. He satd tbat communal joatice ooght to be tbe watehwonl or tho Connell. Tbe 
~yetem of proportionate :representation abourd be the nle and the reductfon of gradual 
repruentation on t.be Senate waa undesirable. He propoaed to mtrodaea the amending 
Bill in Anguatt in wbieWeome of the desirable amendments of the preaen~ Bill might be 
e.mboditd. 

The debate bad not eoueluded whP.n the Connell roae fof the day to meet o:a the nat 
day, the Slat March when, a!ler aome diseUHion of the Unlvertlty Bill, tbe:CooucU 
prorogued. 



The U. P. Legislative Council. 
The Third l\pformed United Pro·vtnoea U>gtslative Counctl met at Locknow on 

the lOTH JANUARY 1927. Oat of a total of 12S member& as many as US took 
the Mth {!!' allt>R;iance to the Crown. The Nmaining ten members were abvnt. 

· The only item uf but:iness on this day's Rg_t"nda "'"1LB tbe election of the Council Presl .. 
dt>nt. Rai Bahador La.! a. Sitaram who held this c•ftiee in the previous Council was unanl
mont~ly re.elected and afttr he had been congratulated on bis tc·eltotion by a. number o[ 
&peakers belonging to every party, the Council adjourned tHl the 24th Janoary . 

. Discussion on Prohibition Resolution. 
On the 25TH JANUARY there was a prolongt!d. debate with considerable ueitement 

on ~he l'f'.Olotlon moved 1n tbe Council by a Swa1a hot ml"mber orging on t.he Government 
to apredU7 bring about a totat prt)hibition of liquor anti adopt locaJ optiona 

An amendment was mov.P.d t.o this 1\~solntion recommending to the Government to 
btfn~ abont total abstinence (inste&t of prohibition) asspeNtily aa possible and cJrcnlate 
the Bill t>mbC'Irlying: the principle of local option for pubtic opinion. The brat of the 
debate W11.& due to the fuet that wberns the mover of the resolution awt bfs supporters, 
mostly Swarajists nnd Nathnalie:f&r woald hBVo n-othina abort o[ prohibition, the mover 
of the amendment., his •nppnrt-ers nnd officials expreese.l the view that prohibition was 
not within the scope or practical poHtics. l'cople could not be [oteed to give up liquor; 
but thry cooM be educated to dread its use. The Oovernm{'llt were doing their lva:t to 
promote the cause of tea1pctanee. Tbey bad restricted hours of sal,., teduced tbe nomber 
of abops by 42 pe:r cent during tbe last five years and bad Pxtendl!d the !ealed bottle 
sye:tem. Reguding consumption of country liquor, tho Brctse Minister pointed out that 
tt had fallen down hv nearly 60 per cent einca 192.0a Government~& Excise revcmoe bad 
fallen down by nearly 50 lakha In the course of these few y~ra; bot the Government 
only felt gratified at this fali of revenue since it clearly showed th&t their E:~cise policy 
was hfartng its frnitila Tben eould be no better proof of stncerity of the Government's 
profession than that total abstinence wna thf:ir goal. 

ltra C. Y. Cbiutamani questioned the Government if they had any means abort or 
prohibit-ion tbe adO\ltiOn of which could bring total abstinenet'.. To this the offietal 
rt'!ply was thR.t the Gavernment hop~ that the m..a~urea they bad adopled since 19201 in 
otl1f-r word~. prohibitive ncise duty, nduetion in the number of &bops, r~ttiction in 
lhc bou~ of aalt•, were likt"ly to lead to totn) abshn~nCE>. 

After a prolot>tred dist::nSl'ion~ the Council carried the amendment by 67 votes against 
29. Thus the Swa.rajist resolution was defeatld. 

Abolition of Commissioner's Poats. 
On the 27TH JANUARY the Council by a msjority passed a l"Holution recommending 

abolition of five out of ten eommilsionerahips in the Uniti!d ProvinCf'S. Snppor.ters of tho 
l'tSOinUon inoiudtng ){r. Obintamani argued that tu..payen should not pay for the bart 
se!er:tion of Distrlct Officer&t whieh wu tbe main ground atatetl for the appointment ot 
Commipionere in thfl Province. 

Sir Samuel O'Donnel pointed out that the appointments w~re n~cesnry for tffieient 
control OVC!r dietrfet administration which in the ucent yean bad grown botb in difficulty 
and complexity. Furtber, the Oovernmmt of India nad rlefinit~ly rulrd out the quea.tion 
of abolition of &11 CommiS&lonershipa or of exact hatf. Tbe Go'lernment wa~t, however 
prEpR-n>d to oonsidf'l If any particular post e"uld be udnced as It was boped that tb~ 
n:oent tenancy legislation would reduce substantially lhe number of revenue appeals. 

Government Cantrtbut.tou to the Renarea Hindu University. 
The Council then &.l]opted wHboot division a recommendation to contribute to the 

Bt'narea Hindu University a eobttanLial graut.in-atd. The Education Becretarv pointed 
ODt that it WAS AD All-India Jnstitntiou. ~ 

Rntal Development Behemo, 
On the 2STII JANUARY, a[ter the ekction or the rflpreseutaUV6 to ·three commit~ 

Mr. Go:rind Dallabh Pant, Swarajist, moved lbe flrat resolution. It waa a recom! 
JneDdabou t9 the Oonrument to ~repare a scheme for promoting primar1 And voeatiorud 
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educatiollt *itation. agliealto.r~ cottage industries, co-operation, maut of comma.ulaa· 
tion and medical relief In the rural aYeat aud to allot a definite amount annually tor 
the above purposes for the next th1't8 years aud to gra1U therefrom aubatantial additlo.ul 
aid to District Boards. 

The debate took au interesting tum when member after member from tho Gotem• 
ment benches enlightened the Council witb tbe &"Ctivtttea of their departments. Nearl7 
au beads of departments in tbe Tnmt~fened lide spoke Oll the retGlutlon. 

Sir Sam 0 1 DcumeU, the Finance Member, oba1nad that their reveuuea ta.o.reuGCf -
Yel')' slowly. They were not suftering from lack of {ltogramme. He empba&tied th&t 
co-ordination was necessary among tbe various nation·bulldiug departments. Tiley wBl'e 
doing everything the7 could within their limited meana. Unlesa and until the local 
bodies increased their nsonreea, the Government would be able to do little. 

After a full day's diloo.aatou the original :resolution was carried. The Gi)'fetnm.ent 
d!d not chAllenge o division. 

Sir o. Wa!Bh'a Attack on the Jodlolary. 
On the 29TH .JANUARY there was au unapeoted development da.rtng queatlon time 

fu the CounciL Mr. C. Y. Oblntamaol drew the attention of the GOYernment to the 
following sentence in tho pre.faoe wri~ by Sir Oecll Walabt Acting Ohlef Julfoe ot 
tho Rigb Court to a. law book pobllsbed from Allababad :-"I hAve been llhocked b7 the 
number of oases of deliberate raaeality both in tbe provincial jodtcisl servloe and. at the 
bar." M:r. Chintamani wanted to know if the Government had taken aoy1teps to protect 
the officers of the ervtce and memben of tbe bar from that vili6.oa.tion.. 

The N&wab of Ohattarft the Home Member, replied that the quotation ehou.ld be 
read in ita context. It was foUowed by thll following Mntenoe : "There are blaok abeep 
in every fold and there ate rogues tu overy profeuion. The.F do not represent the bulk 
nor does their condnet ,discredit any ont~ but themselves." That. the Home Member 
pointed out., made it clear that Sir Oeeil'a atta.!k was not or a general nature. The pte
face to the book wa.s not written In his olllclal cap..,itr. The Govonuaent, there!~ 
saw no neoesaity to take any action. 

There was a volley of auppleunntary ques&na. SeYe.ral membem wauted to kllOW' 
if the Government would ask Sir Oectl to expunge the aeutenoe lrom the nut edition 
ot the book aud, fa1ling tbatw U tba Govemmmt wollld lorward to-da7'e qo.eattou and 
auawers to Sir Cecil. · . 

Tbe Nawab of Oba.ltarl, In reply, aa!d tllat the Govemmeut waa nol agroeable lo adopt 
either procednre, beeante in their opinion, there wu no occaalou for the Governmeut 
to take any notice of the matter. 

An Adjournment :Motion, 
This -reply wu follnwed by a fresh erop of supplementary questtona w-Ith the realllt 

that e...entually Mr. Ohintamaui gave notice of a matron for adjournment or the Boue 
to di&ellB8 the unsatisfactory nature of the Government's reply. 

Lala. Bitaram ruled the motion In ord&- and it was taken up for dlscaufon at i Jn the 
afternoon. 

In moving the adjournm(lllt, Mr. Obinmmant remarked that the Home m•ber•a 
repUce were deliberately provooaUve. What harm trU there in Government agl'elltng to 
uk the author to upuDge the sentence or at the wor&e to aend tht~ day's proceeding& to 
Sir Cecil Walsh. -Was he to understand that Government ebared Sir Cecil's vlewa fa 
regard to the provincial judicial service. Deliberate rascality was a Beri0111 charge 
against Government servant• and those officers oertt.inly looked up to Government to 
prote:ot them from ncb ugenerous attacks. There were 26-l oftioers In the provfncl&! 
Judicial service and daring the last sis yeara not more- than lis oftloers were com. 
palaorily made to reetgu. on &Uipiclou of having aold justice. Was that number tbooklag 
or did the author imply that there were more sueh corrupt men still in eervice, 
The sentence was a deliberate affront to the enUre service.. 

Mr. Ohintamanl was aopported by several Swanjiat and Natfonallat memben who 
wanted to know tf the Government would have been eqaally im.pasrive had euob ao attack 
been made against tbe lndfan Ohil Service. · 

Opposition lo the :Motion. 
Mesatt. Habiballab, Masadal Haun and some other landholder membem oppowd &he 

motton for adjournment and nid that the iuue before the House wu Dot the oondact of 
Str OeoU Walsh lo. wrltio.g the preface, but tbe attitude of tbe- Home member in replying 
to certain qaeat.ton•. Tbare was notblng to malte- a grievanoe of the Home member'• 
replies and thoro was not mooh to lind Ia olt with ~lr Oecil elt1!oJ'. Sir Oec!l'e IAIIJOI8" 

·~ 
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might havo been 1trong, but he bad oondemned the black sheep alone and not the entlr~~ 
judicial eenie& It was the duty of tba Government and also of the CouucU to protect 
and shield good honest and upright men and not aU and enndrr including blaok. sheep. 

KanwaT Ja'gdlsb Prasad, the E:lucatlon S;!Cret&ry, said that the inner import of the 
reutenca could not b0: judgad without refereno:t to the conte:d.. In another pasmge of the 
mme preface Sir Cecil had praised the Indian ayatem of promotion of jo.dicial oftloera 
from the lo~eat rank to the highest. That clearly indicated that be did not hold 
an ugly view of the entire subordinate judicial service. Hai he shared that view, he 
would never advocate the system ot promotion or anah. omo,ra tl) highest o!B.cea of reJ.oo 
1'0118ibllity. Memben wbo were londly clamouring against the Government to-day for 
not sbieJding their subor3ioate omcus h&d, on previous occasions, themselves stated in 
Council that corruption was rampant among the sabordiuato official& of the Government. 
The Education Secretary quoted the speeches of several memben In previou.a debAtes to 
.. ppert thla ata-ent, Tho Connoil then adjourned, 

Bad11et Eatimateo for 1927·28. 
On the !TH MARCH after dlaposal of aome min?r basine•e, th' Hon'ble Sir Sam. 

()'.Donnell, the Finance Member1 presented the provinai~l bn.dget tor the year 1921-28. 
AcconUng to the Finance Member'll statement revenue and receipts inolualte of the 

opening balance fn the budget year are espeoted to ••nount to Bs~ t.528 lakbs, whilst 
disbanementa are estimated at Bs. 1,551 lakh!l. Tbarc Is, tbo.t, after al1owlng for balanc! 
of Ba. IS lakba in famine it18D.tauce funds, a defioit of "&. 89 lakbt.. Thia estimate is of 
course independent of any remissions which the Govcmment of .India may m-ake in 
provi.notal contribution.. As,. however, the Government of India ha.s proposed to make 
a J'flCurrfDg remission of Rs. 99lakhs and non~reonrring remiurion of Bs. &Z lakhs, then! 
is every hope that the defioit: o1 B&. 89 lakhs wiJl not on17 bs wiped out altogether, but 
tbere will be a aloslog balance of Rs. 112 Lt.kbs. If1 however. the Assembly turna down 
the proposal for remlsrion. this Government wonld have to borrow a sa.m auflicient to 
~ deficit and to provide the olooing balance. . 

Revised Elt!matea for 11126-27, 
The hndget ol1926-27 u originally presented to the Council pTovid<d for revenue 

amounting to B.a. 11290 lakhe and receipts under debt heads amounting to Bs. 206 Iakbt 
makiDg with the opening balauca M then estimated total rc:oeipts amounting to "Rs. 1,575 
lakhs. In expenditure Bide there was pr01'iaton for expendito.re amounting to Rs. 1,288 
Jakhs under revenue heads and Re.. 256 l&kbs. Tbe revised figures of 1926-27, however, 
differ ma.terlaUy from budget figures. In the first place, tbe opening balanOQ of 1926--.27 
is 26 and tbree.foartb lakhs leas tha.u was anticipated when tbe budget for 1926·27 was 
prepared. Secondly, receipts during 1926-2:7 are better by Rs. 5 .and batt lakba than 
the estlm&tc and thirdly, di&btusementa during 1926-27 are 28 and haJf lakba more than 
the est.imates and in comequence the closing bBJance of 1926·97 originall1 estimated at 
Ra. 65 and half lakbs. has been reduced to B6. 16 and three-fourth lakhs. 

The revenue for the year 1927 ·28 is estimated at Bs.. 1,291 lakhs and receipts under 
debt head• at Bs. 220 and three-fourth lakhs. 'I'ogeth~r with the opening balance ot 
Rs. 16 and three-fourth lakhs and tutal revenue and receipts for 191-7·28 amount to nearly 
Rs. 1,628 lakb&. On t~xpenditore side, provtslou has be@n ml\de fo~ expenditure of 
Rs. l,'l94 and half 1akbs u!ldel' revenue beads and Ra. 2621akbs under debt beads. In 
other wOlds, the budget for 1927-28 as presented to-day :is a tleftoit budget; but in case 
the Government of India's proposal for :remission of provincial contribution is given effect 
to there: will not only be no defteit but a substantial closing ba.lauoe aud the Government 
wJU present in Aptll eupplemeutary cst.tmatea aggregating Be. 61 and half Jakhs, of wbiob 
10 l&khs will be on account of reserved depa:tments and Bs. 41 and. balf lakhs for 
transferred department&. 

Pzovincl.&l Debt Oba.rgea. 
~be F'inauee Member next made a d«;ailed reference to tho debt position of the 

ptov1n.ce. Ptovinclal debt. charges were now nearly one-eight of the total provincial 
expenditure. At tbe Reforms the Government took over two large debta • first,. the old 
provincial l~an account which amounted to 296 and two-third Jakbs and the eecond the 
pre-r.:form urigatton debt of Bs. 1,219 ~nd half Jakbs. The latter debt represented 
capttal cos.t ot all canal systems in tha provlnoe and !a a type usaally described aa 
~uent, that ia to B&J1 repayable entirely at the option of the borrower. The province 
l ... lo!>k over wit~ tho reforms a lotlll debt of 1\l!, J.,516lakbe. Vp to the year 19:!7·2~ 
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fnoiDBive It bad lncorred further debt to tho extent of Ba, 1100 lakbs malting a tot&f 
~ Bs. 2,?16 lakba. The total interest and other chargee C:n these debts in 19U·I8 are 
.-.166 Jakho, 

In aloaing bi1 statement Sir Sam whose term of office will conclude in the budget 
year, made some observatit>D& by way of retrospect and forecast. Dttrtng tiM laat 4 yeara, 
be said, the financial position of the province waa never free from anziety: Nenr. 
lhe1esa the period bad not been one of stagnation. Since U23 enrolment Ia • primary 
echools had risen by about 20 per cent. [n veroacalar midd!o. schools from u QOO to 
6&,000, in secondary English sehoola [rom 621000 to 62,000, in lnterm.tdlate c'olll'get 
from 2,100 to 8,400 whilst the number of post-intermediate atudenta bad increased 
from 2,200 to 3,800. The-re were now 98 ~bnical institur.iont onder lndutrlca Depart.. 
ment as against 87 In 1923 and ttie number of atodenta waa higher by nearly 8S per cent. 
In the Agricaltural Department notable progreea had been mad>~5 to. production and di .. 
tribot.ion of seeds, dem0Il8tratiou proceucs and extension of private farms, A health 
scheme had been Introduced in 17 districts. Co.operattve move~nts had receivtd apeolal 
attention of late and a number of mtas.uru for improvement woo.ld thortly be oatried 
out,. ProYincial roads were being neoostituted on modem linea and liberal grants bad 
been made to the local bodies for improvemeut of sanitation and water. work& 

Voting on Budget Dem&nde. 
Minlstera' Salades Vote-d. 

On tho 11TH MARCH ·tho first of the bndget' d•mands, tho one under tho bead 
"G~neral Administration,, amounting toRs. 1,07,39~448, was prtaent.ed In the Oounoil. 
Aa DoUce had been given of as many as uino mor.ions for reducUou of M:inist.era' ~~alariea 1 
there was a large attendance of membtra and the tisitora' gallery waa packed. . Debate 
on the motion for oml&aion of the demand in rc&pecc or Miniatera' nlariee lacked loterm 
B11d as was obened in tbe course of the ruling from the chair it contained a.n eloment of 
nnreal!l:y, 

Pandit Qovind Ballabh PANT, Swarajtet leader and mover1 made ft abuudautly 
clear that hie motion had no din:ct concern with the pcrBOll&IUy or policy of the preacnt 
llinistem. Hta protcet was agatmt the present conatftutioual dcftct•. He wanted to 
end dyarchJ in thla pTOV!nce. He 8incerel1 hellmd that hio countrY would he oerved 
heat b:y getting rid of alll!liniatoro, Hr. Pant was supported by oneral Bwarajista, 

Bai Bajeawarl BALl, Education l!l!nioter, In reply, expressed bit gratitnda 1"" 
Mr. Pant's attack was con&titntional and not personal. To bave Miniatcta or no\ to bave 
thtm had become a historical problem •in Indian politics. It bad been diJaullled 
threadbare and was respomible for the origin ol diiicren~ political partiea. The wbole 
country was divided on it.. It would serve no uadal purp080 to reiterate the argu
ment& either in favour o1 or againtt dyarcby in tbla Council. He for one would 
be glad to see the end of dyarcby. He and his colleague a1 loog as tbree yean ago 
had expr-eBSed the BRme vfcw in their minute bef.,-re the Moddiman Committee.. 
Indian opinion was all tu favour of provincial autoD(Imy.. The nason tbat be and hia 
co.lieaguea continued to keep dyarcby living was that tbe7 did not believe fn loeing haJt 
the loaf 1n searoh of the whole one. Whatever defects dyarchy might havil't it bad to 
be admitted tbat ainco the reforms came into being there bad lxm considerable advanoo 
in the department& under the control of the M inistera in this province at leaat. Tho 
Council had couorete proofa before them in the abape of reorganised 1JD1wrsitles, popula· 
ziRd district boards and In the progress made by the Departments of lndattrtea and 
Agrleultnre, He would like to know wbat Bengal and Oentnol Pronoe<~ bad gained b)' 
getting tid of their Ministers. Not much appa-rentJ7, etnco they had now retraced lbelr 
steps and recotJsidered their dtoi&-Ion. 

After eome further del:ate the motion for omiuion of the provision for Mildttera• 
olarleo was loot w!lhont a dhlolon. The Hoose then adjoamed. 

Bedaotlou of Commtsaionera• P01ts, 
On the 12Til1!AROH the Government aoataiued ~everal defeats when the Coaucfi 

mumed and couclud!d voting of the demand under tbe head n Gener.al Administratton.11 

The biggest cot effected wae fn teJpoot: of provision for the Commi!lionera' eatablfsbment. 
Jfr. G. B. Pant, Sw&raiist Leader, wbo propoied a reduction of Be. I Jakbs nnde:r tbta 
headt urged the abolttion of all comm!asiotlf!l'lblpt or If tbat was not pouible at leaat a 
considerable reduction in their number-. The motion waa cppoaed b7 two .lawyer 
JDODlbonr, Hr. ObowdhDlJ Niamatullab and Mr. !laaudul Haau, oD tho 11round lhet Jt 
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wu imposaiblo to do without the Oommi&aloners who had a number of funct.iona to 
perform ta :regard to rent and re;YeDue euite, and a1ao in regard to municipalities and 
diettict board& adminiatratiun. 

Sir sam O'Donnell, in opposing the motion, pointed ollt that a considerable reduc. 
tion in number would rteolt in tho iuril!diction of the remaining Commissioners becoming 
too large and too DDwieldy, Tho motion for muc~lon waa adopted b)' 42 votes agal118t SO. 

Seeretarial Establishment. 
Another substantial cut of B&. BB,OOO waa a1ao ado.pted by SO votes againat. 4S 

on \he motion of Mr. 0 1 Y. Cbintamani in .respect of the item concerning Secretariat 
atabliabme.nt. 'I'be mover and biB sttpporters urged the abolition of appoinmenta in the 
Department. of the General Secn>tariat.. 

Alo-ng with Mr. Hafiz Hida.;rat Huesain1 Mr. Ohintamant wae also responsible for 
a token cut in respect of tho Secretariat demand. Tbia cut waa dected in order to 
brlng t.o tbe nol1oe of the Government the desirabllity ol having more Indiana as 
Becretorles and Do~ut1 S.cretaries and also of tho abolillon of the post of ths Ohlef 
i!<CI<tarJ. 

Meet!Dg Placs of tho Oounell. 
llr. Pant, Sw&Jajist ltader1 moved for a nominal cut to expreSII the desire of the 

House to have the CoucU meetiDg at Nainital. This motion waa adopted without any 
~ttiooa opposition from any quarter. The total reduction effected by the Council in 
ttspect. of \be demand llllder che bead 11 Geueial Administration n amounts to Ba. 2,581131. 
7be rut of the demand was voted. 

Discussion en Police Demand. .. 
On the 14TH MARCH, the buaintsa before the Council wa1 voting on Police demand. 

One of &.he pasaages to which objection was taken by the Council in tbe 1bape of a token 
mtmoo for :reduction upreased the grievance that the High CoUI'l seldom awarded tbe 
utrane penau.y of law to pemms found gullt7 of murder. In the. course of the debate 
the Jna{ltCtOl'.titneral -eaid that he had no intention to attack the judiciary. He had 
only exprent:d his hones~ opinion. He admitted t.bat the e::spreu-ion wae UDhappy and 
zqreLted having used it • .irlr. Dodd expressed bis regret tor anoLbez paasage in the 
annual report wbioh nn. aa iollowa :--" Aud wild aseertlona of lees responsible pohticiana 
JtgatdiDg 0~ 1. D. Faetoey of revolution-a!}' otime was aa baseleu aa they wero stapicL'' 
!lr, DOdd dented that the pU88ge bad any beariug on the Council discosetona. He wu 
aony that it was liable to be 10 intupret.ed. Both thee token oota were withdrawn by the 
:retpc.c,ne moure at. the auggeaUon of the, Prmdent who hoped tbat in view of lt1'. 
llod<1'a upliee, lhc m"""r aboul<1 bo allowed to clrop, 

lleduelion o! D. I, G 's Posts, 
A token eu~ waa adopted in spite of the Governmen~ op\ osition with a ~ew to 

ro:luce one ot the tour posta of Deputy lnspectora.-Gen-eral in the United Provinces. A 
mO\Ion for r<dlle\lon of tho o. I, D. demiUld b;ylls. 26,000 waa rejected by 48 vor.ea to SO. 

Protection tc the Maharaja of Nabha, 
Reference was then made eupportiag the mOUon for • t(!ktn cu~ omder the head 

C. 1. D. b;y i'bakvr Mnllii~ _biagh LLat ~be MabaJaja. Sahcb of Nabha, DOW a citizc:D 
of Lt:LJ& DUD1 Rllt. a tttUlltn to the d11hict autl01itiEa of Debm Dun tbut be wae 
btilll n1l iteh.d \o a fblEtnh.u auntUianee by certain unknown penone au!ptctcd 
to be. the •gt.nt& o! hi1 (Dttn11 a \tthkDo'\\n p1ince ot the I'on)ab, it ii raid PaUala. 

"!he liou'ble t~e l'lnlCUl\ :-DOEe the B.on'ble M{mber -eoggut who the pertoDB 
thatewillg B~ Bi~~ne!l aetil&ll) are f Ale JOU.rtftniDg to PatiaJa f 

Mr. Jdan)tt I:SlD&b :-1 only want to u;r that the penona are en&pecttd to be the 
. aguus of hit encmy5 I cannot., however, say who they .actualiy are. They may even be 

t.:. l. D. mt:n of the Govtrnme:nt Ioz aught 1 •now. 
Thakur Maniit S11l&h thea went in to 117 that the life and hoo01U' of Bls 

B.ighuus, bia wife, and cbildieu were iu da~~:ger. He s11ktd the district authorities to 
&ilord him. 1lt:«&&atJ protu:tton iD hia prefll'nt c011dit.ion of enforced belplm~neea bot no 
ae\ion has w far 'betn taken on the pe.t1tiou which bas caued a 11ensattou throughout the 
CO\lD.tl]'. T~akor Manjit Singh old that It waa the dot7 of the head· of the Police 
Department m tbe province to make adequate alld, anltable provision for the protection of 
lUo and. honour ollita Riglmen. The .Bouae then adjourned. 

Ou· tho lO'IR l\IA!\CR d!rc .. a!on of the pollee demand In the badget for 1927-28 
'WlJIUllmtd and ton~lo~oo. T~ C, t D. camo in lor a conskh:rable amount of oriticis~ 
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on a token motion for reduet~ Several Swatajiat membert advJsed the Go'fel'D.meut 
to uk tbe 0, I. D. to dlnct ita a~tentlon to detection of orlmea instead of wastlna Ita 
energtea ou shadowing poUtieal workere and Swarajist member& ol the CounoU. 

P11Ddit G. B. Pant, Swaraji&t leader, referred to tba arrest ot a number of Congreu-
mcn in eoDilf.'otioo wU.h the Kakori conspiracy oa&& and their eobRquent releaae with
out trial. The Pandit wanted to know what atepa tbo Goverument had taken agatnat: 
0~ I. D. OmcenJ who were- reaponaible for those useleu arrest~. Another SwarajiR mem
ber wanted. to lmow what stepa the 0. I. D. b&d taken to aprt.·beud pe-rsons who were 
said to be a menace to the life ol the ex· Maharaja ol Na.bba and his famUJ and about: 
whom the Idabataja bad made an appUcatiou. to tho_Di!trlot Ma~Jetraw of Debra Dun. 

Mr. B. J, Dodd, Inspector-General of Police, opposing tbc moUon1 awned the mem
ber. tb~ nobody waa being thadowed by the 0~ I. D. beeaneo ol his pobtieal vtewa or 
activitiel. He challenged the member to bring sproifio iuatanca of such activity on tho 
put of tho 0, L D. to bia notice. In regard to the es.·Maharaja. of Nabba, there were. no 
reaaona to balieve that there was any dan~ whataoevu to hia llte. The motion for Mduedon 
of O. 1. D. demand was rejected by ~2 votes to 89. All the mottona for reduct-ion of 
Police d~and escept two minor ones wbieb were aooepted. b,- the Council were one 
after another rejected by the House by a large majority and moat olten witbout 
uy divhlion.. Tbere was an incident towalda the close of to-dayte meettug when there 
was a walk-out and nbaequent walk-in by several members belonging to the National~ 
l'art;r. 

~he Wali:.out Eplaodo, 
Mr. 0. Y~ Chfntamanl1 1ende: of the Natfonalfat Party, moved a token nduction. and 

npresaed. hia doubt if the province gbt 16 anuas for every rupee spent on the Polioo 
Force. A cariona oharact.eriattu. of tho U. P. Police be said waa t.o retu~e investigation 
in a Jarge number of cues. In 1924: they refused tnveitigation In 22,9!0 caiN and In 
1926 In 28,401 cases. The percentage of refusal waa 20·6 and 20·2 mpecttvely. Tbe 
eorreapond.iug figures for 19.24 WBB Madras 2-t, Bombay 1·8, Pouja.b 8'4-, Barma i·Sj 
:Behar 4-6 Assam 6 IIDd o. P. 85•7. AgalD, in ngan! to reoov..17 of atolon proper•r u. P. 
had an average or 11·1 while All·ludia average was 14: In the 7tar 192'., 

Mr .. M.ukandilal, DeputJ President, whe wu in the chair at tbta atage, remarked 
that tho Bouse baa enough figures and U; was time the speaker etated the lacta. Hr. 
Ohtntamaoi nplied he would onlr dW with tbe figures for ouco and Jtaye the facta 
to other members aud he proc<eded to deal with further at.Uotlco. Mr. ldO!<alldllal ln
vened again and l'emarked that t.he apeaker had been quoting ligarea for tbe 1aat 16 
mJnutea and he would be allowed oul7 I minutES to conclude h11 apeecb. i'hero waa a 
presidential l1lliDg fW.ng the time limit o( 15 minute& for e1ery apeec:h. llr. ()b1Dta. 
mani retorted thet undu no nolea the Pr<8ldent had any light to fix the time limit for 
thtt diJCOeaioD, 

~he Deput;r Pres!dem again ruled that be would allow onlrlmluutes more. 
Mr. Chiutamani aaid:-Aa a prokat agatnat this Dll&Dthorlied ruling of 10WS. I •hall 

atop my epeeoh. 
With theM remarks Mr. Obintamani sat down and tbortly afterward• left the Chamber 

foUowed. b1 all Nationalist membera. Later in tbe aftomoou when Lala Sitaram, PM!
dent came baok to the ohalr, the matter was brough to his notice. He .regretted that 
hi! DeputJ.had mitauderstood a ruling of his and bad under a miaapprebea•fon 1ti!lcd 
the debate. Tba Obair1 however, mult be given aome prbilege and indulgence aud mUI~ 
teeeive hearty co.operation from membels. He boped the onbappy epiaod.e would naw 
end, Mr .. ChiDtamani and lrla followem thereupon retumed to the Bouse but took DO 
part In the dobato. 

~.he CoUI!oU then adjourned until tho '2nd March. 
Voting on Irrigation Demand. 

After one week'o reeplte the U. P. Council naBStmbkd on tho 22ND lURCH to oo!e 
tho budget demaDda. AUelld&nce was poor BDd debates lacked both h<at and Inter..., 
Towardl the cloae of the da111 meetiDg1 Mr. Mukandilal, DepotJ PnlideDt, who at that 
hour occupied the chair, made a Nference to t.he epifade of the Nation&Uata exodus from 
the CounoU on Toeeday Jaat u a protest against his (Deputy PJHident.'a) ruling abouc 
Mr. Chintamani'a -speech and the &!me limit.. Hr. H.ukalldilal made tt clear that bll 
ruUng was based ou a milollderatandiDg for which he WAI lort'J and be aaaured tbo 

, Rouse that be had not the slightest intention to 1tl1le debate when he .reminded Hr. 
Chintamant of the tJme limit. 

The demand under diacUIIion on thit day was tulder the bead expenditure of ltrJg1tiOD 
worlia charied ."' r .. cnae which amOUDt.ed to Bo. 6{,451000, B7 81 - to liD the 
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-ioD for sobllantial reduot!ou of the demand 1>7 Bs. 1 Jakb was adopted 1>7 the Connoll 
in respect of the item eoncerniug eatabltshment olt1n'gC8.. 

Discussion of the demand was yet In progresa when tbe Council adjourned for the d&y. 

Coo&UtuUonal l~aue Raised.. . . 
On the 2SR'D MARCH the Council concluded the diroosaiOD of the irrigation demand. 

Attendance of nOD·oftlcial members was poor, but there was 601D8 hee.t in to-da,.•a debs~, 
more particolarlJ once when Mr. Cbintamani raised a COnEiitntional ieauc wheLber or 
not irrigation lhould be a tnuslerred subject. and plaetrl under the control of the M.lniater 
o1 Agrieulture in order to facilitate co-ordination of work. 

Sir Sam O'Donnent Finance Member, espreutd the view that the ProviDcial Connell 
was uot tbe protJE!r fo.mm for the dlaCWi&ion of a large eonatitutional illau~, namely dis. 
Uibotton of varioo'l nbjccta between the resened and tramferred Bidn of the Government. 
The Indian conltitution was neitbez made nor amended by the Local Government but by 
Farliament. The beat place for eucb discussions was the Auembl7 in India and t.ba 
Roue of OC"mmona el6twhere.. Sir tlam'e 'tatement ltd Pandit N. OllitU to raiso a 
point of Older. 

Rai Babadn! LaJa Sitaram, Pns1dent, doubted whether a CODBtitotionnl matter of 
grave importance could be miaed in connection with the budget demand in such a baaty 
manner aud be 'l'Oled upon without atdlicicnt di6coaston. It was a matter ot common 
knowledge tbat India as a whole demanded provblcial autonom7, in other words, tranefer 
or all department& to the control of M.intaters. He would not my that a grave oonstitu· 
itoual mnu.er eoo!d not be di&cuaeed at all in connection with a partJcular demand ; but 
n.ch diecunlo-n must be particularly restricted or else it would give rise to aide..tracking 
and coutitutional di6eUnlon would recur with intolerable frequency in connection with 
each and ency budget demand. 

ldr~ Chlntamani'a motion for a token reduction waa carried without diviaion. 

Administration of Jaila. 
On the 24TH IIAllCH the Jail demand eamo up lor di&ouiiBion. Tbo Nawab of Cbattar11 

Home Member, fn mo'fiDg for a gram of Rs.. 84.1181040- under the head" Jails and Convio~ 
ettlemema• brleD.y :reviewed tha admilliatration of t.ha department during tbe cnrteDt 
JE&r. At the out-set, he admitted that COD.6truct1ve eritioisma in tbe Oooncn on various 
occuiona wea :reaponatble for a number of reforma in jail admiaiatrat-ion. He wa£11 there
fotto, grateful to non-official mcmbere and welcomed their attaeks. Bevi.Joa. of the Jail 
Mauoal 'Whioh bad been ulldertaken during the tenure of oOlee of the Maharaja of 
Jdabomedabad waa 'ftf1 nearly complete and> would· BOOD be publtshedt Bund&J'B were 
uow com:pld.e holiday& 1n jail& ~xeept for esamtial enice-a and ten daye holidays were 
gtuu for im{o:rtan' retigiooa Hativala during Ute yeat'. In 192& arrangements were made 
to purcball6 gmi.n on wnoleaale basil with the reault that the qunluy of grain had 
gRatly improved. On mills of- l!Pproved type had not been aupphed and prlsont:re were 
DOt made to work for more tbau 14 days at a aliretcb OD oil mUle nltBB they w~uute.ered 
to do eo. Rules bad been fra.mcd to prov1de special diet for priso»era to·whom ordinary 
diet was found unauitable. Arrangements had been made for better egrc:gation of female 
·pl'iao~ in selected jails ud for Jncreaud number of female warders. The Government 
bad alao dfCided to open l'CICAtiODal !Chool in jails to impart training in carpentry 
blacbmilbJ, wea'ring and dieing~ Then waa also a propotal to buUd a new Oentrat Jali 
at ~t. ~th of pzi&on population was ueeneut) mortality rate being almost the 
lowe&\ m IDd.a. . 

Nearl;r M per oent. o! prieonor& had gained ln wdght in 1926 whereae only aheut 
8 per een.t. had l01t in we1ght. The Government bad a tcbeme for electrih.ing Agra and 
Nalnl JaU. ., 

NearlJ hundred moUOlli for reduction of jaU demand bad been tabled bat molt of 
the reductlona propoed were of a token nature and were Do~ pr~saed' There was a &:"ged debate on the quea\lon o! tmn6p<>rtat!on of Bhanto& (erlmlnal irlhe of llohil· 

d diatriot) to Andam~e. A namber of DOD·tfficial members prolested against the 
prnent poliCJ of tr&D!portaUOn Of :Bbaulus, but fn the tDd motions for omit:aion of the 
item eoneen:Ung transf-er of Bhautus to Andamans was npgat1ved. by 4:8 votea to an~ 

Be!onniog Criminal Tl:ibe&. 
TbeJe wu another intereatiog debate on the motion for token reduction where the 

Jeaue tnv.olvtd waa that the ta11k of Ieformi»g criminal tribes mosUy oompo&ed of depreucd :•::e ~n:.~kmah~~ be rrot.~tru1~ to Al)ra Samaj. and other Hindu organh:ations aod no~ 
, • • ... mo ~ waa adopted Wllhout ditlslou, 



VOTING ON BUDGET DEMANDS 

Dlsou"lon on Jail Demand, 
On the 26TH MARCH tbe Connail conclnded dltco91!on o! tbe Jall d<ID&n-1 and 

al10 voted the demand under the head Publto Wo~ks and Olvil Works. T~o tokm t&.!RG
tiona we~e adopted to-day by. tlJ.e Om.oncll. in nspeo:. of tho Jail demand. On oo.~e motlo!l 
the iSEine mvolved was the appo1ntment of a 1a.H com minion to enq a. ire into the oomplainta 
regiU'ding diet and dresa in priso08.. Tbe motion was &doped witrout division. M.r. Z~~obo.t 
Ahmed, .proposer of t~e other token rcd.uetioo, wanted the Governm~t to fame teJeg..apbtc 
iustructiona to all )&!Ia in the province to the effect that M.oslim. prisonera obaerving 
fast abould not be given. hard l&bolll' during the mnaining twelve days ot tbe Ramuu. 
Tba Government reply was sympathetic but the Government reltmd to iaauo telegraphio 
iustruotiona~ The reduction motion was adopted by &S ntea agatna~ 25, 

Publlo Works Demand, 
The Publlo Worl<s demAnd waa ..,ted In Ita entirety. Tbs Natiouallst m..,bers 

mned for reduction of the provision in respect of artdiliont alld alterat!on• to the three 
Governm~t houses at Lueknow, AUababad and Nainital, but their reduction mottou waa 
ntgatived by a large majority of votes aDd the demand voted m toto. In prese-nting the 
demand for Public WorD. Nawab Yuuf, Minilter in charge, atatcd that In view of the 
comptaitJ' and urgency of the problem of communicatiou and transpDtt In the provtuoa. 
the local Government bad deaided to continue their poUo1 of road recouatrllCitoa on a 
wvide scale at a total cost of about one arou and a half. 

Education Minister's Speeob. 
On the 26TH MARCH Sir S&mnsl O'Dounsll, Finance Member, Informed the bo ... 

~t the current meeting of the Council would terminate with the disposal of npplement&fJ' 
estimates on tba 2nd April and that the Council woald meet next at Nalnital. 

Sir Samuel waa unable to give the euot date m daratlon of the Nalnltal meetlng5 

Tbe principal bUsiGelll bef01'8 the Cou.nafi tCH.iay wu votillg of the education demand. 
amoantlng I<> Bs. 17,S,O!,tU. Notlos bad been given o!.-liOO motions for lobo and 
nbatantlve Jednotlona agailllt the d£mo.ud ; b1U ol them hare-114.0 were di100111ld too<ta7, 
the eonaideration of tha ft'Jlt being poatponed till Monday. Blt.her&o not a slagle redo• 
tion motion was accepted by the House5 

Bat Ra)elwar Ball, Minister of Education, fn \)ftlenUng the demand reviewed the 
progress o1 edaeation in the province da.ring the anrren\ year. At tbe outlet he :regretted 
that this }'st11 demand under education did not eomp&re very fa"Joorably with tb.t of 
the previous year. j'he budget was framed In January when thia Gflernment wu faoe 
to face with a huge deficit. Allotment for new iUmll of espendlture h:1 the bodget fot 
aU Trana_(crred departments amounted In the aggffgfite to live lakbs of which half a 
lakh was carmarkt"d for the Education department, llalf a lalth Wilt a disllppolnttng 
figure, but if tbe r-emmion of ilo-Dtribution promieed h1 the O.ovcrnmcnt ol India 
materialised Rs. 20 lakhs more would be allotted tv tbe BdaeaUO!l department on 2nd April 
when sapplcmentary eatlmatea would be presented. FigurtS of edo.<".ational espendlture 
in the U. P. since the reforms presented interesting reading~ ln 1920 it stood at one 
crore and nine lakhs. In 1921 it went np to one orore and 54: Jakba. In 19n it 
dropped to one crorc S2 lakhs. In 1928 lt went up again to one erore tli2 Jakha aDd one 
crore 54 lakha in 1921. Besides these amounts spent flom the pro-.inclal exohequet' 
there were alao private endowments and donation& aggregatioa- Oftl' one orore. That 
figuref, the ltlfnlst.et pointed out, showed that since tba telorma there bad beeD some 
expansion in regard to education at least. 

Uolven;lty Edncailon. 
Referring 'to tbe criticism that there waa growing expenditure on Uniqnfty OOacatJon 

to the detriDWlt of primary eduoatfon, tbe Minister agreed that primary education wu 
of first lmport.tmM, but at the same tfme it oould DOt be ignored that University educa.Uon 
playrd & great part :In the development of the natfoo. n W&l said that Univeuitlea jn . 
the U 6 P. had failed to grow into centres or oreathe thought. To ncb orltics the 
Minister would point out the recent aeleotWn of Dr. M'. N. Sbaha of Allahabad as a 
Fellow of the Royal Society. An important event of' the oarreut 7ear, the Mlnlater 
proceeded, was the CfH,tion of the Agra University. This 6tb Unlventt:y fn tbe pravl:uos 
waa bound to open new spheres of educational act:l'fity. Mr. 1L P. KJcbla, Deput.y Diteotor 
of Education, hat be:eu appointed s~oial officer to bring tbe Uoh'ertlty into esiJtenoe ao 
tba.t the first examinations could be held In t92a Referring to the policy of high 
sobool and interm.xliattl edut-.ation inaugurated in19U, the Hin1tter said that tt ht.d oome 
jn lor aenre ¢tlclsm, bu~ the Gil'Ofnmenl wu decided npon glvln~ It a flllt ~ bslon! 
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maldcg acy radical alt.rat!oca. ln hil opinion all 'Ministers bad to balld np ooand 
tradition& o1 administration in Transferred departments and tbey aboold work against: 
mpid. changta ot poliey from one Minister by his suocessor and against aoeaatve indi· 
vidoalism. Bt-ga.rding the need of imparting phyaical training to the students, the 
Governmt'Dt were tackling the qu.cstion In two way", one of wbfeb wu the introduction 
of a new scheme of medical inspection as an experimental mea'SUrO in cities. 

l'rlmary Edacatlcm. 
Oumiog to primary PdaCAtlon, tbe Mtalstet' Blltd that It had been made compulsory 

In altogether 20 mnnicipaliti<>B. The committe which had been appointed to enquire 
into tbe pt(lgress of primary education among M.ualims and other backward communitfea 
bad lately submitted ita rc>port which was under tho conslcteration of tho Government.. In 
concluding his t~eech, the MiniJ.ter referred to the Marris College of Hindaataui music 
whieh haa made good progress since It w.aa. atarted last year. Tbe college filled an 
obvious blank in the present education system. The idea of a picture galleey at·Luckuow 
atlll nmained to be translated Into aaUon, 

Voting of Education Demand, 
On the 28TH 'MARCH the .. lueallon demand of Bs. 1,79,01,464, leas Be. I for which 

amount a reduction motion was ndopted was voted by the Council. The issue involved 
in the token reduotion was the qneatiou of grant to Benal'CS aud Alfgrab nntvenlt:tea 
from the proviucial exchequer. Non-oflietal opinion was solidly in favour of e-ubatantfal 
Jtr8Dt to those two iuatitutione hut Sir Samuel O'Donnell on behalf of the Government 
etated that tbe two all .. tndia universities were prtmartly the couoarn of the Govem .. 
ment of India snd not of the provincial Government. This Government eould pt'ovfd1! 
for grants to them only -after it bad discharged its finanoJal responaibUtiea to all provtu. 
cialaubje.cts. After a prolonged:debate the token motiOB was adopted without division. 

A Heated Debate. 
Thera wat a heated debate on Pand!t G. R. l'ant•o motion for substantial rl'duetlon In 

the prD'Oision for Roor"kee College of llllglneering. Among other things, Pandlt l'ant 
urg.ed reduction in aud lndianisatiou of the personnel of the college stair. 

Mr. 0. Y. Cbintamani, ex~TtUniater, supported the motion. This aupport was &be 
fmmMiate cause of heat in the debate. 

Knnwar Jagdiab P.ratad, Education Secretaey, quoted e-ome facta and figures and uid 
that Mr~ Chintamant while in oHi-oe did litle either to !educe the ataff: or to lodianiae 
it:. Onee out of office he was crlticlsioR his suooessor for not doing what he himself when 
ln power Dever cartd to do. Tbe Edoeatlon Secretary in hlr tum was aubjeoted to a 
violent. attack by Pandit. Iqbal Narayan Ourtu for having taken up that particular Jlue 
of arp:o.meut:. Mr. Gurto blamed the Edoeatlon Saeretary of fool play. lack of dfscJpUne 
and juds;tment for hts attack on his former ehfef1 Mr. Cbintamani1 who oon!d not poe. 
Bib1y t•kfl any forthel' part In the debate and was therelote debarred from the right of 
reply.. Mr. Go.rto fD connection wanted to know whether the Mfnieters after they 
vacated th8 office Bhould not be immune from criticisms of tbs S cretarlea who had 
work~ under them. 

Bat Bajfawar Balf, Minister of Ednctfont was sorry that owing to some mfaunder .. 
standing- between Mr. Cbiutamani and tbe Edu.cation &cretary some unpleauntneu 
had bem crested. Heat in the debate waa not dae to &Dy difference of opinion in regard 
to the question of policy, but solely due t.o regrettable personal misunderatandlng. He 
earneatJy hoped that tho personal a11air would be allowed to reet where it was and not 
pu:raoed futher. 

Ths motion was rejeot<d by 52 votes against 42, 
Euzopmu Education. 

Pandit G. B. Pantaloo crit!oll!ed ths grant to Earopean ahoolo. He oaid that on 
tho baafs of population Govt'rnment apent nearJ;ylOO times more OD. Eoropean educatiOlJ 
tbu on the education of the peop1e of the Jaud. 

'Mr. A.. H. 'Mackenzie polnt<d oat that lbera waa not a alngle Earopcan aohool main
tained solely hy the Gnvenment. All European schools in the province were aided 
iaatitutions and tbe baefa of' aid waa tho nme aa tn the eaae of Iudian aahoole.. The. 
amount of grant was equal to and iu the ca1Je of Europtan schools was leu than tbe 
'"bo~nt raised from private sources. The endeavour of the European community aa a 
w 1° 8 Oil behalf of education was great. There were generoUB donations and aJao 
vo un~ry work from miatonariee. If the proportioDAte expenditu-re per beatl was 
l<eat it waa hs<aaso "' tho ama)lueaa 111 t~e IU>ntber ~f ooholare In l>aropean !IC)hools, 
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The Government neur showed any partiality to European schooJa tu the matt:Gr of granta
ln~~td. The motion WM not voted upou when the guillotine wu applied and the Oounall 
adJOUrned, 

Dlacuaaton on Land Bevena.e. 
On the 29TH MARCH the Council reassembled to dlscQII the Land ReTeJtue dem'\ud 

amounting to Be. ss.ss.ns., The agenda coutalnftl nearly a hundrtd motiou lot 
redacUou of the demand but only eavcn of tbc.m oould be dlapo.ted at to-dar Th~ Houn 
divJded three times in the coarse of the day aud on evei'J' occuton the Government 
auatalned defeat. TOe wol'it defeat was in conneotlon with the Swara)tst moUon for 
omfaaion. or tbe item of Ra. 9.23,142 ooncerniog survey and settlement. Ttlcre waaa 
ptolonged and animated debate on the motion, the l:isae boling the- withdr&wal bJ 
the Government of the Land Revenue Bill dnrto.g ita ~Dd readlog at Nainital. 
IJ:he Go~nmeut ~icy was severely criticised by a large uo.m~r of nou-oftlcial memb~re., 
The motion for om1asion of the it.om was eventu&lly adopted by 6{. votes 'a 21~ 

AU DolllADde Agte<d To. 
On the 80TH BARCH t.be Connell concluded the voting on the buclpt demauda. In 

the course of twelve days that were allotbsl for conaidetation ot budg.et provla!oo 
the Cooocil managed to d1scuu demt.nds under eeven out or tbitty.two mR~ 
heads. 01 them, fiw, namely, general admioistrationt land revenue, lrrigRtlon1 poUce 
and ja.ila were iu the reserved groap and only two, namely, edueatlon and poblio work~ 
in the transferred group or eubjecl8. All the undl5Ctlased demands ba1 nnt however au 
easy paeaage. When after the guillotine had been applied at 5 p.m. to-day they wP.re 
put. from the chair there were vigorous attempts to vote aome of them out altogether. 
The first item that the Co~moil woold not readiJy agree to vote amounted to B.s. 18.26.800 
and reprea~nted charges agaioat the famine insurance fond. Daring the general dis. 
C1118lon on tbe bu.dpt several membera bad proteet.ed against uploitatlon of the famine 
intarance fond for payment of irrlgatiou interea~ ApparentlJ to reoord thAt prote&t 
very empbatical1y the Na.tion&llat aud Swarajiet membert shouted out u Non when the 
question was pot In regard to this demand. ~be House divided on the quea&ton and the 
demand was eventually granted by 4:7 agaiDSt 80 ~a. Tbe nen &Uempt at total 
refusal waa directed against provision for pubUo works and other oat1ay not charged 
to Nvenu.,.. The grievance of the Opposition aa voiced durtos the general diSCUSiiou 
was that Government tbould not utlli-ae borrowed. money either for couatraetton ol police 
buildings or for rcconatruetion of roads., The Houte divided when the queeUon wu 
put and 1'0tni the de:mand by {{ votes agalnat Sl. Jatr. B. G. Pant, Bwa.raftst leader. 
cballeng.rd. the provision for e~peDditure tn England and once again the Hoaae diTlded. 
Tbe demand was vottd by42 againat 92. There wu yet another division when the di!maad 
uurler the bead or account interest on debt wu pat before tho House. In this in&tanCP1 
too, the Council agreed to grant provision, bot voting waa slightly different,, ftgurra 
being <12 for and SS again&t. Tbe Oounail tben adjourned to meet again on tha 2nd Apzlf., 

Voting on Supplementary Grants. · 
On the SND APRIL the Council assembled to contrukr the demanda for aapplementary 

grants for the year 1927·28. The bnrlget aa originally pnaented provided for a deloit 
of nearly Bs. to Iakh& bat because of the remiBBiou o1 the provincial contribution nat 
only baa the deficit been eampletely wiped o1f bat there Ia fn fact a urpltuJ of over one 
crore and t.weJve iakbs. Partially to utmae that nrplua tbe Govemmeut presented 
to-day aupplementar, estimates aggrtgatloR: nearly Ra. 52 Jakba of wblch ne&rly !S 
lakba are for tran11fnrcd services and about Ba. tO Jakhs for reaened aervloes. Oo the 
trauaferred section education alone claima nearly Bi. 18 Jakbat aarioulture aboat &. '1 
lakha,. and Industries a little over Ra. 2 !akha. Notice bad been reoeived for u many u 
516 motiOlll to omit or reduce the amount« ol demand• for aopplementarr grauta. 

The Flllauae Momber'o Blatomont. 
Immediately after qamion time Sir Samuel O'Donnell, Floaucelofomber ood Loader 

of the Hoaae, made the follwing statement: 
11 We bad hoped that sapplem:entalJ eetlmatet would be dlspoted of in a alngle day~ 

Judgtng from our past upertenoe that was a J'flUlOD&ble antiaipaUoo. Yaterday we 
ttceivo:d motion• for redoctton and they total over five hooded. n it cl.eart lberdore. 
that oor aotictpatione were miataken. Further we have reason to believe that It wm 
be "'""Y inconvenient to many members to :return afttr the ld bo1ldaya. Therefore, it 
has bt.YU dtoided that any anpplementary eitfmatee that we abaU not ftullb to-day wtU 
Btaotl ovtr till tbe nest meetiDg ol the counoll w.blch wUJ be held in the month of Jane 
tn Naioital. 

4!1 
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The Preo!dent next md out tho following mmago from H. B. Sir William Marrll 
to tbo L<g'slotl .. Oounoll :-

" Tbe ·Governor withes to congratulate the member& of the Legislative Councn upo11 
the termination o~ the preeent budget sesslou for the oo-nefdcratton whioh il h•• gtvea 
to the public baainess of the province doriug a session which, owing to the iucOD.venlent 
OOCDrreJIOB of holidays, bu ievolved greater demand! than usoa1 a pon the time of the 
member!.. He is indebted to the Council for having provided the fonda ~oeuary t.o MUJ 
011 the adminitLration for the ensuing ytar a'ld. to place the provincial ftnanoes Dpcr.l& 
aa.tiafootory b&aie. For ft>ft!()118 stated hy the Hou!ble the Finance Member it bas been 
decided that any npplementary e&ttmatea which tue not diepoed of to-da1 shall stand 
over till the nut meeting of tbe c~oncll which it is the Governor's intention to BUmmon 
ill Nainital In Jane.. The Governor hopes that by tbe nut budget ~e~~Bion it may be 
posaible tor th~ Coo noll to meet in compamtive o tmfon in tbe new Ooouoll Obamber. 
'fbo Go .. rnor decl&rel thot th• Leg!elatl .. Oon•olllo hereby prorogued with elfeot from 
tbe termination of this day'• aeBBioa autn such further date aa lDJ in due eoune be 
aunouncedn. 

Deputy-Pmldent'• Bolary, 
Not much bualne&B could be tronliiiCted In to·day'a meofoing of the Oonnoll owing to 

uanroeeurily prolong«\ dehatea- on motiooa of mluor importance. Thia waa due to a 
srievanee amorg the Sw&J&:l1&t and NatSonaliet memb\'ra at the allotment of a lingle 
day for the coo&idtmtion of tho suppJ~mentary tiKi mates totalling over half a crore. 
An addition~) came of grievance was tbat unlike. aa in previou l'e&l'l no daya had 
been bed for non-oftlcial but~inel8 dnrlng tbe budget &eBBion. After H. 11:. the Governor's 
meaaage to the Council had bem con~yed by the Prtaldeut., Sir Samuel 0tDonnel11 
tbo FillAlloo Member, preaouted the Bill to amend the U, P. Deputy-Puoident'a Salary 
Aot. 'fhe object of tho Bill was to obtoiu tbe ~&nation of the Oonnoll for oortala 
ooacesaiona wbioh might be made to him ia. retpfot of tranlliug allowanoea for joumeya 
11adertaken by him with the previous approval of the IAoal Government~ Mr. Obiutamant 
moved au amendment aubstitutiug the word "Preaident** for "Local Govtlnmcnt.-" 
7be ameudmeut waa adop\od. and the BtU as amended was paued. 

Bplnll!»g In Jollo. 
The Council nut proceeded to dlec ... supplementary eotlmates. The demand under 

tbe bead 'Jails' waa first taken o.p. There were eeveral attf'mptalrom Swarajiat and 
Nationalist benoht9 to poetpone. the co-nttderatiou of the auppl~tatf eatimates alto
gether bat the P~sldent. rolcd aU neh motions. oo.t and the House proceeded to discua 
the )&il demand. The supplementary estimate -undt>r tbta bead was brought to make 
t~roviaion for t.be establisbmeet of 'Vocational seboola in central jaUa for instruction in 
handicraft& to s.aitable prisonet'B. A Swarajiat Member moved a token cut and wanted 
to know what kind of vocational training was goiUCf to be given to prisoners More than 
twenty apeeobea followed in wbrob various augg!atiom wete made bot· the speakers 
mostly supported the &ebeme of the GoYemment. The oloso.re was at last applied by 
14: votta against 42. Tbe Home Member replying aald t.bat tbe aubjeote to be taagbt to 
the prieonert were weaving, dyeing, carpcutry and blacbmithy. 'I'he Swarajteta wanted 
to add 11pfanlug to the Hat of aubj~ta. The Hone divided on tbla question with the 
result that Swarojiats ga~ their point by 6U votoo to 41. 

Special Pa7 for Medica! OJI!cer, 
Atiother ~otfon for reda.otion of the jail demand was dismiaaed :in the courl8 of 

the day. Tbe 1tf>m concerned in the motiou related to provision for special pay fer a 
medical omeer who bad 8pecialize..t in the tr.eatment of tubereuloaia to be plaoed iD 
charge or tl:,!~lt&n~ Jan where tnberco.lar pi'i1011era 11rerct aU segregated.. Tbe mover of 
the redoctJOn obJectfd to tubercular prttonen ~lng kept at Sultanpur JaU and arged 
that they should be BeDI: to Bbowali or Almora.b. NU'ID!rO!lf 8pee0hea tu npport foUowed 
the ~e Uno. The Hon. the Nawab of Chattal'f, Rome M.embel', potntP.d oat tbat the 
pro-vision in the budget waa not for the estab1tahmeut or a new prt1011 for tubercular 
Pfleoners but t.o. specially remunerate any medical ofB.cer who would be plaoed in abargtt 
o the existing Jail. U funds 'ftre available tlle Government would readily colllider ::t '!vueatfon or erecUng a prillon ror IUCb convicts in 10me healthy apot tn the hUla; bat; 

"!"not the brae btfore the Hoose. The motion for ft'ductJon waa eventually pot 
aud :l::_!ed by 61 'Votrs to M and the Council waa pl'OJ'OKned. The rematDblg demauda 
wore -up at Nalnllalln Jane oe:.t, (For Proceedings Bee Vol. II,) 
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at the Council Chamber,. .Lahort-,. for aweariog iu of new elected and nominated memberf 
Of 98 members more than 90 took .O&t.b onrt dtn the other aud it took thNu thJ"OO.Q.un~~ 
of an hour to do so. No other buat:ous was transacted and tbe Council adjonrord uu 
the Dttt: day when the election of tbc Prnideut took place. Khan Bah~tdo.r Choudburi · 
Bababuddtn wae declared daly el~cttd PrnidtDt of the Council and S.lrdar Buta Singh 
&Bits Depot7 l'Yesldent. The Cooocll thea adjourned o!no die. 

Three Miutaten Appointed. 
H. E. the Governor of the Punjab appointed the following aa Mtniaten to ad· 

miniater the Trantferred Departm~nts in t.he Punjab :-Agrlealtore, Exeiae and PnbUc 
Worb-Budar Jogendra Singh ; Education and lndoltrlt!e-Mr. ManoharJal; liocal BeJf. 
Government., M'edioine aud Saottatloo-Mr. Malik Ferosekban Nun. 

In the Jut two CoUBeila there were OtJiy two Miniaten. but tbtJ &hu the GoVt"l'DOt 
appointed a third idtni&te.r. fbue all the three communtt.les were represented in 
the Mini-stry, ·the Sikh, the Hindu and the M.uaHm. Sardar Jogrndra Singh was te• 
appointed, and Mr~ Mauobarlal was appointed in place ot Bal &bib Cbaudhrt 
Cbboturam. Education Minister-, wbo was nnt re-appointed. The thlfd portfoUo was 
created for a Moalim Mintlt!r and Malik FcrozekbaD Non wu appointed 10 hold tbe 
charge of this porlfolfo. • 

There waa a 6trong agitation amongst the Panj"b llussa1mans and In the local Moallm 
presa during the laat two Wt't"kB for t.be appointment of a Muslim M:tnbtu and thia sentt. 
meut was voiced by tho Muslim Ltngue at ita recent ltSiiion iD Ddbl. Hr. Malik 
Ferozekban is a roong Barri&tcr practising in tho Labore High Court and had been 
tbrfoe elected to the Reformed PtmJa.b Council Mr. Manobatlal was a membur of tho Jint 
Reformed Ptmjab OouncU wht'D he was Ita Deputy President. 

The GoTen>Of'• Opoolng Addrt88. 
The uut meeting of the Cooncn took placo oo the 28TH FEBRUARY wbeu Hie 

Excellency the Go'JUDor of !.he Punjab addft88ed the members of the Council. Hfl, 
Excellency,. after welcoming the members, referred to the changes in the people111 mlndl 
brought about by the RefOl'lll& scheme and t.be inOoeuce that tbe new CouncUa had uerted 
ou the public and the general COOrt3 of administration. 

ExplaiDillg his motive in appointing a third Minister, he said that he bad round fn 
the history of tbe PDDjab Council manl' of the beginning& of genuine party spirit, but 
definite formation on patty Jines bad con&lantly been ob$Cared by the influence of other 
llaaea, at ODe time by the arter reeulta of tho non.co.operatloa or the Kb.ilafat moYeo
ment, at another by agitation nmong the Sikhs and so lt'lrtb. 

OontinuiDg His Excellency said : "It waa because I felt that though there were 
beginninga of party life in the Council, the diYiaions bad, nnertbelcu. not c:ystnliard 
fioally on party linea that I took Jaet ~mber the covree of adding a third Minister to 
t.he Plliijab. 1 believed that iD t.be plt'IMlt st.ate of thinga when the Panjab waaaUU 
feelfng Us way to definite partJ system it would be • rtal advantage to have aa earl1 aa 
posaible all the main eltmcnta reprrsenkd iD the G01'trnment.'' Proceeding, the Governor 
taid .-"My hope was to secure for the Punjab at so intemUng and actin a period of 
of ita developmeut a Hinfstry con&titnted on auoh b&61s that no important aeetion could 
complain that ita interests ,.,we likely to be disregarded and laatly I hoped that; b7 
widening eomewhat the basil or adminitjtratfon I aboakl make some contribution towards 
tbe atilling of communal difference, at all nenta in the po1it.!calsphere. '!'be pment 
aeeaton wfU tbow bow far I have correctJ7 aaeumed that t.be1e a:lets ill tbt• Counon a 
genuine desire to unite in promoting ordend and harmonious progre11 in the pro?incr, 
a deeire strong enough to induce variou 1ecUona to abate IOIDOtbing ot &heir ma&aal 
di1ferenoea iD. order to aecare the greater good of tbe whole. lt fl no mean ideal, 7~ it 
Je -not one whlcb in troth ukl of any man to make an unreasonable snari6oe. 

Beterriug to othu problema of admlnlBtl'a!.ion, the Gonmor A-id in mpect of 
·crime the prorince waa retnming to the normal, but communal diJfezencea were atUl 
beiDg delibemtelJ exploited and fomented. There llel"med 1.0 be one olear feature o! ihe 
~ llt .. lloD. Comm11D&l ftdln& nowhere ....,hod a real otate of teDoloD ADd DO!I'hore 
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manileakd ltodf ln an7 dangerooo form DD1e01 there bad been .ben aotlvlty l.u the oem. 

1 158 or on thoae dilreputable platforms where t.hm form of umtcmeut wu 
m:;:,.ef:o the publio. '' It ia a dittreaaing feature of a1IairB to_-day" &aid the ~vernor, 
R that ordinary men of eaoh communit} were not allowed to live at peace and find t-bclt 
own adjoet.ment& Mllohlef eomea from abOve _and uot from. below. 1 cannot judge ot 
the iruth of the rebuke sometimes brought agalnat the PunJab that it eupporca the wom 
commo.ual prees in India· but 1 ahould pity any other proviDe& which could ahow ao 
many eamplts of ind~t vir11lence. Of all infernos wbioh the imagination of maukiud 
baa painted aurelJ the deepeat and t.be moat dnadful hell must be reserved for t.boee 
whoso oulj claim to ooiWdetatlon on the day or jt\dgment will lie In the plea tbat they
have damned We faith of or.hert. We ban warned aud we have prosecuted; wo h&Vi! 
mado dittet att~mpta at cooclliatton; but tbia is a matter in which 0118 well direoled 
monment of publio opi'nton would far outwclgb any eftort which the Governme.t can 
make or any dftct which it can pmduae. In all ai~K~erlty, 1 uk foT t.he &Aiatance htra 
of memben of \his CoDDcil and for tbe exercise of the iotlGCDce which ther comma:.at. 
outside ita walla ". 

ln oenclaslon Hla Ezeellency hopod the ·memben! of the CouncU wUI ...Uioe tbot 
the life of tho Oounoil htl.d reached oue of those critical stages wbioh in ancient medicioe 
would have bet n called cllm~oterio ; for it ia the work of this Council which would como 
uder the dire~ ob&ervatiou and 'View of the Statutory Commiuion. 

No-confideuoo HotioD. 
Dr. Mahomed A1am, Leader of tbc Nationalist Party, then mowd a reaohltion ezpreu

tng want. of confidence in tbe three Miniatera in charge of tbe Trau"ened department& 
of \he Pnnjn.b Govemau:nt. Before \be monr had made his tpeeoh and the motion waa 
di&Cultld in the ll<nm"1 the Prtsidt>nt rtqGeattd the memb~T& who we1e in favour of 1l-&ve 
being grantai tto atand in their p1acea. Aa Jna than SO members etood up in favour 
of "tbe motiou, leave wa11 uot gtant.ei to di9caaa the resolution. OoJy 24 members eupported. 
the diiCutsion 'Of the motion and the announcement bJ the Preaident that kave had 
not been granttdbylho Council wao received amldol cheers of Minioterlali•to. 

Tho BQd&et lor 1927·28, 
Sir Gcoifrty DeMant.morenoy. Finance M.em:ber, then preaeDted the budget ealimalel 

of I he Pa•i•b lor the ;rear 1927 ·28, When lllr QeoJirey ooncluded hit opeecb ho wu 
greeted with cheer& from &U aides of the Boase. 

According to budget atimatea the balanoe of all accouut.a a\ the olose of 1927 .. 28 is 
up<ctod to he llo. iS lakho. ll .. 1,178 lakbo ol ordinary revenue up<lldlture and Ba. 263 
lakba ot capital expenditure will be met during tbe ,-ear. Ordln&l'J' revenue account and 
ln&urauet~ 1und aceounte will abow plue balanCt!l of Ra. 21 and 41lakha rtepectiveEy at 
the oloae ol the yn.r. Latter baJauce includes the appropriation of Re. 11 lakba out of 
TC'fenue to the rnenue reaene itmd which will stand at Bs. 261akb& on ltt Aprill1l2.7, 

lleoelpto. 
In ordiDUJ l'e'ti!DUe accotmt rtcflpt.a are estimated at ~ J1118lakhe or 36 lakhl 

""B th&n the orlgioal eat-imatu of 1926·27. Decna&e i& due to the remisliou of Ba. 17 
lakl:a in laxation annoanord in JUDe laet1 an increaae of Bs. U. and half lakh& in irrlga· 
tio11, working chargee aod a [all under excise o1 Bs. 4 and half takh& AJ1owauce bu 
.J.ao bctn made lot u:peetcd contraction m tbe ana audf'r cotton on account. or fall in 
1-rieel. Ordinal)' rn~uoe n:penditure ia ntimated to be Ba. 1,178 Jakha or Be. tO lakba 
in n:eets of modUitd grant o! the pre1e11t yeal' Chid inoreatee are B-a,. & and balf lakha 
'IIDdu Civil adminiatJatton, B.a. 'l lakba in lteneJi~nt. depart mEnta and 12 lakba tn P. W. D. 
Sub~antial portion of inanue ia to be devoted to improlemente in the admi.D.la,ratioD 
of Jail&! agricultuu. edacatioD, illdustdta, pro'Jincialilation of hoapitala and com• 
manieatiODB. 

Expenditure. 
SU: ad:J pro~1 en in the development of n&tton-buildinr acti,ities generally is provided 

for nnder eapJtal e:J.ptnditurll!". The main objects of e•timat-ed upenditure of BL i6S 
Jakha are Bydro·eJectdo Bobeme, Sa\lt'j vaUty irtigation project and comnumicat.ioDB ill 
Nut BaJ. lt is hoped to finance the Jeat'a programme mainl-J from the proceed& of tba 
palt and iuture eaks of Government Janda though ordiDary reunuo account ahowa a 
bala11ce at the cloae of the year. 'J'be 1ate. of increase in ezpenditure haB recentl7 boeD 
greater than the rate of increaeo in income. . 

In preaentlng tbe hudgetr the Finance Me-mber pointed out that though irrigaUoD 
Jtbtme ,promited &ure addit-io111 to the permanent zevenae witbin a few 7ean

1 
7et DltaD.• 
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wh~le prudence demanded_ that. the growth of apendiDg activity ebaU not out.ran the 
limlla Itt by the .-ate at wbtob l'eiOUfoel espand., No remiuiOill of ta.ut.ton are propoeed 
for the purpose of fiDB1loing the capittJ projectr. A tmaU loan of about Ra. 30 lakbt 
may have to be taken fro.m the G~meot of IDdia tow4l'd1 tho clOIC of the year 1927·28. · 

Tbe Co~cil then &dlOUl'Ded tiU tho 6th Karch • 

• 
Votiag o:a Bud1e1 Demanda. 

Provloioa For Boggan. 
On the 5th and 6th March tbe CounoU d .. ot<d Ita whole time to tho dlooutolon 

of the Blldget. Voting on Budget demauda co:rmeoced on the 8TR M.A.RCB wbeu tho 
GovtrnmPnt.'a dem1mds for grants came up for dJaCUIBion and the Hnt thirteen dtrinanda 
from rlf>Dland No. 83 to demand No.. 20 were 'I'Otcd witbout an;r diiCIWIIloD Demand 
No. 19 moved by the Fiuan~e Member inreapect of miscellaneous. departmeoc,; (reterved) 
Jaised a abort dtseussion owing to amendment mO'fed by Mr. Ohaudhrl Aful Haq 
for a cut of oue rupee with rcapect to item of Ra. 610001 the tot-al donatioo: lor charit
able pnrpoaa to diiCUBI the policy of Government regarding provleioo made for beggars, 
puor vagrants. indigmt aud old penona. The ameudmeot. waa eopported. b7 a large 
number ol non·oiftcial membertt, all of whom urged tbe Governmeac. 1o-·opea pc:m boutet 
and make eome provision for Indian bt>ggan, ngrauta and old l)fnous and Introduce 
aome lOri of legidat.fon to atop begga17 in pubtfc ttreet:e. i'be Fmaace Member wbo 
espressed sympathy witb- tbe mover of tbe amendmeut eaid that tho matter waa primarily 
for local bodiee to deal wiLb: and Government did not. like to force Oll local bodh!e 
measam~ which tlx!:y were not prepared to andt:rtake~ Tb.e movert however prnaed hie 
ameadmenL to vote wbioh was carried and wblch amounted to a TOte 'ot canaure 08 
Gtn"eroment. The demand was tben passed wftb tbfa nomiu.,l cu~. 

Development of Indoru!er. 
Tbe nest demand No. 18 moved by Mr. Manuh&rlal, EJilll&t.ion and IndUJtrl<O 

Minister, fur a grant of B& 1,00,81,000 iD mpect of indu1triee (tetenue and capital) 
uoked a likcl7 and auimated debAte and afte a m1nor amendment had bee.D mo.-oo bJ' 
Jdr* Chaudhurl Afzal Haq and wUbdraWD, diBCUaaiGtl cont.Inued for more tban one hoar 
on the motion Jn .,. hich members froiD all a idee ol the Bocae took pare. AU DOU-o.lllciat 
memberl strongly criticised the emall amount provided. for lndutrlet and attacked 
Government for thelr apathy towarda prom<Kion and development of iaduatrka lo the 
Ptmjab. Lal& Dbanpatral (todamiee eonatltuenq -nta!.lve) obaraetertoed tbe aou011 
ol the Oovemment m appointiDg a Development Board wi\boQt ntlicient. proviston ol 
mont'J aa a faTce_ Sheikh M.ahomed Sadiq and Sardar Ujjl\t Singb e.oggt.'Hed to t.he 
Oov~trnment to atart fact.oriea wb:lcb 'YouJd provide work for the unemployed* Lala 
BodhJaj (tiwarajiet) wged for total njee.t.ion ol the demand so that the Finano:t Dcpart.
meot might ptovide ml.l're mon~~:.r for the development of industries next tim~ Raja 
Natendranath and Dr. Gokalchand Harang whUe deprte~Uag the amall am:ollllt provided 
for iDduatriee by the Fioaaee Member asked the House uot to 'brow ou\ tho :femand but 
flCCfpt whatever tbeJ had got, and flgbt for more.. Dr. Gokaleband aald tbat- J:ltnfttera bad 
DO bud iii framing the bndget and, l.hl!re!ort, they ehoold not be ponilbed for the fault 
of tbe Finance Department. He urgm the houaa to r~ C.ba dL'mands in. rupect of 
land ~evenueo1 atampe and general admiDlBtri.UOJl tta., wbtla thote dcm;•oQa would come 
up for vote- eo that the Government mJgbt note lheir feding io the mar.r.er, but be atked 
the HOUle nut to rej<ot totally the indllWlea deiD&IIII. The mot!oo being pot to .... 
wu deoJar'ed by tbe. President, but oppoait.Joniata claiming divllioo votet were taken and 
tbe total demand wae pueed b7 l7 ••tea aga!oat n am!dat obeerl of ltllnlaterlallota. Tbe 
Council then odjoumed. 

Go...rnment'o C<K>perat!fl! Pollc1 Oritlolaed. 
On the 9TH MABCB· the Coancll de .. ted lull four houn to the d!ooulllon and 

votlog on Government demand• for gnonte and after prolonged debotea patoed oul7 
two moze dtmanda No. 11 and 18 in re1pt0t of agrioaltare and medical aud pobUo 
b1·r.ltb without any cot, t.boagb aome mem.befl. ttrongly crltidaed tho worklog of the 
co-.uperative societies in the Paojab and pointed. out &o &be Mtmater of Agriculture tbat thla 
ezceJlent monment was uufortaaately manned by one ala~~ of people alone aod ,.,.. 
confined onJJ to agriaultariltl. .Medicalaud .PobUc HcaUb department alao came lu for 
a good deal of oritioi1m at tba banda ol the membere who urged for more ac:kqaate 
provleion lor dealing with epidemle~ and maluia, f111ther promoUou of vedio aud ullalli 

1otemo of medle!oe and creation of more hoepltale for •!llagea. .Lalli Bodhraj dZow the 
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attention of the Government to corrtlpttou In the Medical department ant suggested tbe 
appointment of a committee to enquire into the matter. Cb&udburt Dulichaud urged for 
bet.ter protection of rarallutereatl and suggested that only agrtculturiat docton 1hould 
be appc»nted Jn rural hospital and disp~nt~arl('8. Tbtt aaggHtion evoked etrong Tesent.. 
mmt trom urban mem~rt who said no question or rural and urban should arise in the 
IHtter of medical treatment. Dr. Gopioband, speaking at a medical pnctitioner, reqa~ated 
the Miuf&ter of Public Hoalth not to bring in the question of agricolturiet or-non
agrlcultnriflt In the Medical OollfRe and medical treatment and condemned tbe spirit of 
commoualfam which rural members were trying to introduce neo in tbe medical profeeaiou. 

Tbe debate having taken a communal torn, the Prclident had to intervene. He 
Jfgl'tt.ted that on ev~ry subject the Indian members brought fn the queatfn of rural and 
urban intueat• which be tbooght. waa very unfortunate and he informed the Honse that 
m fat111'8 be would not allow auoh di&CUI!IIion and hoped the members wouJd not compel 
him to ~urolae hie light fn diaa.UowiDg commUD&l disaU!Biona unleas they were meant for 
a partloular aDd opecdlc parpooo. 

JCducatiGD Grantt 
The demand No. J5 for a grant of Ba. 1,44105,000 in l't!Speot. of edacaUou. (transferred) 

waa mOTfd. by llr. Mauobarlalt Minister of Education. CbaudhaTl Arz,l had moved an 
amendment for a oat of one rupee with respect to t..he item of Rs. 69,9l,S70 for primarr 
education to diaetlse the Govemment.'s pol1CJ reg:udtog compulsory primary education 
and Ute mover had not ounclud~ bia speech when t.be Council &djoo.rned. 

Bepmentation in the Setvicea. 
On the 11TH MARCH Mr. Obaudburl Afzal Baq resumed his speech on thn amrnd· 

ment JDOT-ed by M.r. CbaodbuTi JafaroUah Khan ycaterday propoatng a cot of &. 1 
from the total grant of P.oliee to diEoWia tbe Provincial Police Commlt.tee'.t report.. 
The apeaker was qaoUng extracts from 1he rrport. when the Prnident Bfoked mrmbefl 
wbelher aJl of them hau been auppUed with a COPJ of the report.. A• all members 
did not poo8"" a copy of the report, the l'r<oLlent aak<d the Finance Member whether 
the Govem:men' could tupply copies to meml-ete and aa c.tpics were not. available at 
lhe amou~t1 the Preaid~ 1topped dhCUMion ou the ameudmt<nt. aud he put. the demand 
under Pol1oe to vote wh1cb was dEclared Jost. The Finance Kember tlatming division, 
lho motion waa declared carried by 88 to 10 ••tea. 

'l'h& JLeXt demand under iaili and convict ae\t:ements wa1 then voted withou\: much 
diecuseiou alter the ammdD::lGUt movel b)' Kr. AfHl H&q to suggest improvement& lD the 
department bed been lost. 

General Admini1\ration Demand. 
The Finance Member then moved the ,h:mand onder admioi!tr&Uon of joaUett. Bai 

Saheb Cbaudhuti Ohotu Bam moved two amenrlmt"nta for a cut of one rupee to draW' 
~tten~1on to paucity of agrtoulturiets in tba ranks. of puQlic proeecutora and in oivll 
lodiCJal service. BoLh amendments were withdrawn after a Jengthy and Jhely debate 
whlcb again took a comm~na.l t\ll'D and the-re were several nqoeata to the President by 
Dr. Oo:loba.nd Naraog to dl68Uow aU communal dfscussfons in the Bouse according to 
=e::!cegth~V::rt:f~f ~be ~.mover of the amendment made it a matteT of grtat 
aDd who contrlbu • JOb !'bo !ormtd o!gbty i>'' ecnt of the population 
lives for the aake of~ 'KmGover:ment ma1or portion of tbc revenue and who gave tbrrir 

er share in . ~an COODtry during the War dtd not receive their due and 
::fe by tlle Bigb ~~t ~u:c:~ Rnlce and bopat that, w~~n tbe future appointments are 
to tbe claims ol agrlculturitt&. er subordinate courta, apeo1al ptelereo.OP would be given 

Hindu DODoOIIIclal .,...bera, wbo ~... th 
cultmilts aa aoc:h without opt-"....,.. c amendment, poiDted out that agri-
mviort, and the mont of~:~. qu:JificaUODa eould not claim preference in public 
agriculturists. was really advocatio ': ment, in tbe goiso of demanding prderence for 
lormed a majority o1 the popolatl~ 0 oauao o! MUSia!maDa of the provnlCe who also 

Tba olllolal point of •lew wu u lam d b 
the ool7 member ol the Boase who w P :e 1 Mr. Cratk, Secretary, who satd be wu 
raoluUOn of 19l9 referro:t to by ~b a mem r of tbe COmmittee Wbicb Jed up ~ the 
could aocuse bin of Jaok of e mover of the. amendment. He thought no mtmber 
House that It waa alwa

1
e :.m~f1 wl: ~amlndars (agr!caltarlsts), H aoaared the 

THloa.a branches ol public aervJce to 0 :i 1 ~Government when leleeting recruits to 
*ion• with mott anxtoua care and ;r 0 88 t ir records• tbtir educational qualifica· 
ola11<1 JOC1Iflld ldeqaate rep,.tenlat'· w

1
u tbe desire of the Government to eee that lauded 

. "'" n P•bllc oervlocs aDd ID "Bard to ~~earl7 all 
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7 ..mo... Del!nl~ proportlono ..... boon lald doW11 b7 the Go••mmenl and lboj were 

getting Je&~ by year lnoreaslng the numbor of reorutta to- Tattoos branohea of PllbUo 
&ervico from Zamindat'tl. They should uot ignore that there were other alasaea who u 
ptesent led tbe way tn edoet\tion aurl intelJeotn!U attainmentl. 

ProceetUng, Mr~ Oraik aatd lt wu unt fair to keep oat men of oatat.andfng oducMiou&} 
merits merely because t.hey did not belong to certain tribs &lld in. tbesA daJI of higher 
standard of quallft.catioatt for po.bUo se"lcea, it was not fair trl ta.k9 a Ztmiodar with 
inferior eda.catton mt>rrly b~>ea.uae btl waa a Zlraln!laf. Bab,jeat to tb.e reserntlons_ 
the Govero'l1lfl'ut was faithfully endeavouring to follow anrl give IPffect to the poUay laid 
down in 1919.. The Govemm.ent admitted that progrca made to the Jut few yean bad 
not bam 110 rapid aa they 118 well 11 the mover of the amendment would haq Uked but 
tbe Ffoauoo Membar bad ginn au undertaking that the mAtter would be tak.:U u 
fn consultation with the High Oourt and in vie• o( tbe undertaking, he hoped the move'! 
would not pn~ the amendment. 

Shaikh Fafs Hahomed Jf'.!erred to the P'-uotty of Kahomedau J adgea fn the High 
Court atnce 1919 and was d!BCUaing tbe question of the retlgoatlou or Sbeikh Abdlll 
Qnadlr, an a..Jud,a nf tbtt Labore High Oourt, and Wtul mentioning thllt tt waa due to 
di1ft>rence bettRen tUr SbMilal Lal. Obtef Jastfce and Sheftb AMul Qu~ir that the 
latwr was foreert to J?Bfgn hfs jadS[~bfp Wh@D Sir Geoffre1 de Mont-morency IOie to a polot 
of ordet" and asked the Prestdent.'t raltng wh~ther the member could diaoaaa tbe aoutblot or 
a Judge of the High Coo.rt In the Coanon~ Arter short dtlall&liou on t.ba atandfng order 
nn the po!nt, tbe Frealdent aaid if the Member referrai to any Ja·tp e'ft'll fo hfl admln• 
tstratlva ea-paclLy al)d meant to reflect npon him he ought to wttbdraw hl1 ftmark,. 
QnoUng Parliamentary pract.ioa on the aubj~, be utd no re6P$ion!' or dlnopeetflll 
mf'DttOD. of BDY kind should be m'l.tle fn JtSt>t'Ot or any Jtldge or AUJ Hfgh Court and no 
lDf"mber flhontd introduce the peraonalit.v of any Jadge of any Bigb Ooart OJ' even of 
subordinate oourta in dfsonssfon on the floor of the House. On1y &dmfnlatratin actlont of 
Cllllleative body or the High Court., If absolutely MOf'll&ry, mlllbt be lntr00ncedan11f 
polllilble references to tb&t al•o mi~ht be anltlflll. Sheik Fais ll 'homed withdrew btl 
romaTks and refe,...,... to Slr Shodll&l and Jndgea ot tb9 Hlab Ooart and apoloa!ood to 
the Houe fo:r making any auob reference. 

The Demand under 'ldmio.fatration ot Justice waa then pat tm:l carrted. 
Tran&l•md Department Demand, 

Sard&l' Jogendra Singh thm moved'demand onder General AdmiDiattattoo. (\raurer
red). There were trn amendments lor cot• by non.oftlolal memlMra under tbft demaud 
to r~aoe sa.lar7 or Ministers, to di1101111 the arbttra.ry manner of aupointm .. nt of Mtniat.en 
and to dl..eusa ancont~titatiooal acceptance of M.inlstertbip. Tbe Pl'f'Stdent ruled. oat 
f:tOl' of these amrndmente rema.rkinlf that ondflr ParllamPnlaty practtee the mf'mbeft 
could not-dfJ:Oasa the aotfon or t.hq Gowrnnl' abnnt the aet~Uon of a Mfntsl~r. Bero:re 
othAr amrndmeuts 11rglog reduction of Minister's ~&!ary oould he mov001 the CooocU 
a~joilmed, 

Debate on Miniater•' Salariea. 
On the HTH MARCH thn poblio ga11eriee were erowdf!d when tbe OoanciJ rmaaem• 

bled and rteumcd dii(!U~afon on the Govemment'a demaod for grant rel&tlng to General 
Admlnistrntion (trsnsferrert~ 

Dr. Sbaik Hahomed Alam moved that the grant ba r&tuetd b7 R& 791000 wltB 
resprot to thel~m of Ra. 1,80,000, the ental l)&J of offioert urging a reductfou to the 
salary of the Hfutstera from Rt.. 6,000 toRe. 8.000 eaob pet men•m. In tba oourae or 
a ltngthy apeeeb fn Urdu, Dr. Alam salrl if the MJniP.t.ers agreed to take a tedDMd 11alary 
tbey would be moro bonourM bv ~he elected eiP.mf!nt of the Hoose than woubt be tbe 
ca11e If tht"y cooUnaed to draw Rt. S,OOO a month. The 6nancfa1 oondltJon or the provtuoe 
did not allow the provilion or such a big I11ID for tbe salary or the Minletert. Oat af 
the redaction propoaed, a conafderable amount could be spent on obaritl• and other 
needs or the proYtnoe. Ho~t could not understand wb7 a ltll'Jl of Ra. 15,000 llltt.e&d of 
Rs. 10,000 wat being asbd from the Hoose wbeo notblng estraordiDArJ hat happened to 
the province and no new departmentt have ~n oreated for the MintttGra. Jf the Boue 
tanct.ton~ an additional sam of Ra,. 5,000 to-day for the Tbfrd Yinitter, thn7 woultl be 
uk:Pd some tlmo J•ter to prf'Yide for foul', five aud ten more Minfttert~ On prluc1ple he 
obi"cted tbat the beat of their membersahonld be tal::!!tt away from the treasury beuabet 
on fllt salarfea from eleeted aeata where they could be of uae and aenloe to the country 
and the people. . 

Ratsr.da. Hansraj aupp.,Tted the amendment and emlnded the Hoose that WileD 
dlaQaulng lhe bndJ!OI be bad &fpealed to toe J,Jlnlatert to 'fO!OD!arlllyl&ks • 1<u ala'7 
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tba Ro. 5 000 u hu been dcnie by tba late Sir Barendranath B•nerj.. and aom• other 
mt:tstert in othPr prtmncea in India ; but he was IOUJ to tino:t that It bad produced no 
eBect on their Ministert.. He cou.ld not underataud wby the Mint.tere aboold take 1 
higher oaJary tbm tbo High Court Judges who waro drawing Bs. t,OOO per 1118!1Sem and 
bopf'd tht>7 would not-care more for money than for aenloe of the oonntry. 

Sir Geo:llrey DJ M.ontmoreoey, Finance Member, explalulog: t.be rea11ona ~~ the 
provision of talariea of the ministen a.a it atood in the budget, sattl In tbft Pan}'b the 
ma"J:lmum aalarJ had been fised by the Jtatute at~ 6,000 and that once the Legislative 
CooncU bad wted a ama.ller aala17 for \he Miniitet that salary c1uld not. be raised. 
Moreover he thought It would be very unde&irable and invidious that a Mlniater ehoaJd 
receive ~ IDl&llei salary than a member of the Exeanttve Council. It would at on~ 
give riae to the impre&Bion that tbe charge of the trauaferred departmeDts wat leta 
important than the nserved department& In the Punjab, a greater part of the new 
mouey went to tbe tra.Daferred departments wbicb were rapidly extanding. It was ou 
thefe dtpartmenta tbt.t intereated crlticlam and auggesttons, · both inside and outside the 
Counon, took p!ae&. It wouJd tlterefon-, seem unde1irable to take any &tep whloh ahould 
beUttle the grave importance of t~ benefiaent and oattou .. bailding depart.mont8. 

Continuing, the Finance Member said if a emallcr alary was -voted for tbe Mfniatera 
...., or good stamp would heal!.,. to ....,.pt tho posts and he thought ""'f1body rBOOg• 
niled that ml"u of god etamp wne r.eqolred to take charge of theee very important 
departments. Looking baek at tbe hif.tory of the Connell. they found that tbe ela1&ea 
or penons from which their Minlatera had beeo drawn were penon11 intereated tn COTDI'Dl>ree 
and industry owning and managing large estates anti engaged in the kgal proftuton. 
To aU t.hete three cla&SM of penon•. the Ministry in'Volved 18-vert og of personal touob and 
dirration and Joaa for three yean In ~hose souroea wbioh they would bave been otherwise 
penonall;r managing. P«>ple of good otamp m a good many """" JD!\Y be patriots. 
Newrtbeless, they bad datiea toward& their dependents and families and they C:Jald not. 
seriously aftord to ieopaTdtae those intere&ta bf neglecting their bosineoas and oocupying 
themeelvea tn public duties unless a fitting -remuneration was paid for th08R public duties. 
'l'he n&ultollowerlog tho 8al&r;y might be &hat for A-1 Clua o! men they would get 
O.·S Class of men. Moreover, even In daya of ftnanclal stringency they did not aaggtst 
ndoclion of ~~a1ary at the Mtuiatem and the Finanoe U'Cmber thougbt tbat m tbeBS da7a of 
compuatlve e.iB.aeu~, there seemed far less teMODI, indeed hardly any reasout, to take 
\be lt•'P of redociog the a.lariei of the M.tni!tera. 

Aft.>r 8 boon• animated debate the amendment was put to the Hoose arul rejectM, 
tbe linpporltra not claiming a divlaion,. The demand under General Adm.iniatration (traD&
ferred) wu then put and carried. The CotmcU then adjourned. 

Bsemptton of Sword from Arms Ae~ 
· On. the 16TH MARCH lb..., more demando were ••ted m the Council without 
much dl!Cae&ton and ptoceedinga weff.l more or lees dull eompaffd to yf"tterrlay•e animated 
debate. Tbe dnaa.nd under G"neral Adminial ration (ff'lerved) was voted with a IWDlinal 
cut of one ropee wbtoh was propelled by Cbaudbari Arzal Haq to raise a dfseuaslou for 
the . rnmpllun ol tbe rword from· the operation or the Arms Act and carried lao pile ol 
omcnal oppoBitlOD. 

Str Fazli Bas5ain, apP&klng on the motion on behalf of the Govemm~nt, informed 
the Roose that the aword. had been exempted from the operation& of the Arms Act for 
certain clau of p!I'IQns in the Ponjab1 namely thoao who paid tncometax or certain 
amount of land revenue and t.itlt::-holdera etc.. an~\ tbat: the Government of India bad 
been pltutd to accept the teoommendatlons'of tbe Puniab Government on tho resolution 
moved and adopted by the Hoose IOm9 Jean ago ; but the Government could not exempt 
the sword for aU persona on acconlll of unfortunate communal tension 1n the province 
and riots that broke out after the reJOlation on the subject was adopted in the Houo 
In l92i. . 

The Bhakta Dano Boheme. 
.Fbe motions for outs were moved by 'V&tloua uon-oillcial members to rcdu$18 the 

grant under Irrigation two of which were wlthdrawu two ruled out of order by the 
~::~~D.:SO one ;AH ~d by 27 to 24. votea arid the «.tal demand was voted after 

ro in ° 0.. peaking oo tbe amendment moved by M.r~ Cbaudbri Obhotu Ram 
!:h::'e g • token . oa.t to protest against the delay- iu pnahing forward the Bbakra Dam 
the B-~ud that prO}f'Ot. Mr~ Smith, Obief Engineer. infotmed the Hoa.ee the teason why 
lite for~ »;_m aeheme waa delayed. He 1atd that to. the opto.ton of experts uo suitable 
where diet e m ~as a;nUable which could beneftt the diatrtota of Rohtak and Htuar 

rest ow 08 to acat01t7 of water wu acuto and th&J conhl not bUild the 
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DEBATE ON EXCISE POLICY ~t§ 
~ht'me on wmething that. would eventually taU and b'3 a 100.r~ of great dnngtr to the 
dutl'lets and before spendmg the t4xpayere' money they wanted to be aul'e tbat they 
were going to hut!d on aomething certain •nd wbicb woold ba a benefit to Lbe agriou1. 
turiflta. or tho cUtt.rtcta, Sp~king about the projl'Ct Str Full Huua{n Revenue 
H~mbert ;oforrned tho House that thc7 wete waitlntr for t.ba declston of the G~vemmcnt 
of Jndt~ and the 111nction or th11 Secretary ot State on the scheme nbrattted h)' 
them ~nd that the. Government:. did not show any lack. or sympal.by in the matter whioh 
was ttdl being ~xamlnetl by np3tta. 

The CoUilCil waa di'tCUS!Iiog the demand under regiatration whm it adioutued. 

Dabate on Ez:cise PoUcr. 
On the t6TB MARCH farther demands for grants were dlacoued and 'Voted.. The 

dematlds_ under regietrations forest&, and tt&napa were vo~ witbDUt aoy cute a.nd 
much dl60naaion but the dt'ma.nd onder excise created couaiderablo excltcmnt and 
'Wnlt -nnt carried until divi10ion wa'l ea.Hed., Tbe token out pl'tl"poaed by Rat Sahib 
Chau1lbrl Ohoturnm to denounce tbe present syetem of reornitment In th~ Exalae 
Department wbicb, according t·t him, resulted in ~ry poor reprtatut.atJon of Zamindars, 
ll&rticntarly Hindu Zamlndars, was eventually withdrawn by t.be mover after an asauraoca 
hacl been givan by tbe Miuist~r- for A~eulturo that oveeytbing poeaible ia bJing done 
for proper representat-ion of Zamlndara in the department. 

Sardar Naraio Singh then mov(!d another token cut to disaun the excise policy of 
the Goveromt'nt and,. iu his ppercb, aaked the Gonmment to rueh the goal o! their 
polfcy, UB.mPJy, total prohibition witbottt delay eve.u a' the aacrilice of revenue. Tbe 
amendment was warm1y aopported by a large number of.non.o8lctal membe-TJ all of whom 
urged the minimum eouao.mptlon of liquor to be brought to sero and u.ve the pP:opie 
from the drink evil. Those who opposed the amendment 1afd it wu e1Cl>ISiVft drinking 
wblcb was a viee ·and total prohibition would never be a enoced and woo.ld nnlt to 
increase of illicit dist.iilation. 

Sardnr Jllgl'ndra Singh, MlnittP.r for Agrlcultan, e:.:presaed hit Blneere aympatby 
wlt-b \he objeet ot the mover and welcomed aU suggestloutl wbfob would pre.ent drlnlt!ng 
Jn the provlo~s. High duUes an liquora, be told, had been propolt'd bJ the Gov
ernment to prevent e:ceaaiva l"lrinking and not to get high Income, Ho pleadt'd t r 
eo.opera.tlon folly w1t.h the Governme-nt in eradicating the drink nU an<t Ulioit d!atlUa• 
tion. After auurances I rom tbll Minir.te:r, tbe monr wanted to withdraw hi& amendment 
bot le.aTe to wtthJra.w waa rc fase.t by the Council and the motion rMoclog ths demand 
under nciae by one ropee: wae put to tbe Houae and was eanled by 87 to H vatet., 

The Council was diacu!ling the demand under land rCTenu.e when It ad~lllltned. 

Bemiaalou 01 Tax On Welt.i"rrlgated Lands. 
On tho 11TH MARCH discussion and ~ot:lng on the Government's demands for 

grants were conside-red fn tbe Ot:une!l. Of 32 demaru:ls Sl bad ~n disposed of np to 
yesterdAy cv.ming and onry the last demand under land revenue was discosst>d to.day 
.n.n't voted after tho amendment moved bJ Bai Sabfb Cbaudbri Ohhotaram proposing a 
cut of one rapee urging the Guvem1Zl6nt to r-emit taxes on weJl-frripted Jaud.a had been 
carried by StJ to 26 votes. Altogether sfz: amendmenti proposing ou.rs under tbls de• 
mklld were moved Lhrce of which were withdr~wn, one ruled o11t of order and ono was not 
m-oved at the request of the Revenue Member and the last one wu carried reducing r.he 
grant to rupee one despite Gov.crnment.oppoAitioo. 

On the total Govemment.1s demands for grants only lo'llf euu tn tbe form ol to'k~n 
cu1s were aarrifd by the Coao.oU and tbe rest of tbe demand-a were voted in fuU. Four 
token cute that were effected relalal to the demand under Brlucatton {Traurerrn:t) 
Oenoral AdmioistraUon (Reserved,) E.s:alae ani Land Rnenae. The Honse then adjourned., 

Release of Sikh P.rlaone11. 
On the 21Sr llAROH o.fter t hour&' linly debmte tbe Connell ca:rrll)l a non

ofBcial resolution moved by Bardar Kondan Singh recommending to tbe Government to 
forthwith releaie Sardar .Kbarak Singh, Prefiideot, Central Board and all other GordwaT& 
prisoners. The Government dirl not claim a dlvlston. Tbo retolotion wu warmly aup. 
ported by tbe non·offiols1s of all part!f'l and appeall wefO m& le to the Gov-ernment to 
eloee the chaptat of lhe Sikh &trogg!e for Gotdwan. reform by lbowing magnanimity and 
releasing the Gordwara prisoners especially when tbe Gordw•ra Act wu paNed and the 
Gurdwa.ra disputes were being diaposed of by the Ganlwara tribonaJ, tbu ahowlng tbat 
the Sikha bad given op direct. action and had taken recourse to comtltutional m.ctbodl 
and ordino.ry law of t.he land. 

~'( 



The Finance Hember'a Statement. 
Speaking on the rtsolatJon regarding the releMe of the Sikh Guardwara prironen, 

Sir Geoffrey de Montmorency, Finance Member, tafd: tbat he was foUy aware bow 
genuJnely the symplltbin~ of the Sikhs wero engaged In th-. l'e&olntion and the Government 
knew fall well tb& importance tht>y attached to it. Wbile sympathising wUb individuAl 
oasee, no one could ut aside the fact that the nets of these peraona indivldOl\lly and tn 
mus bad certain more tcrious &BJ)eQttl. They WPre all apoatles of direct acUon.. 01feneea 
under tbt! Civil law which governed the rights of their fellow citizens have been com. 
mitttd by them, ih addit.iou to causing grave df&turb&uces to publio tranquillity. Tbey 
have actuaUy committed offences against persons and property in"Volvlng iu &Ome caR& 
violttnce m qryiog d~es. It waa the .eamest dcaire of tho Government to ensure the 
working of the Gardwara Ael) to compose troublt'll and take aU such m!'asures aa would 
remove rancour5 The offer ot the coudUion by the Government to tbe priaonera waa 
made in a.fair and just spirit and did not involve exprt>S.Bion of t(>gtet by the priaonert: 
for what bad been done. It meuly constituted a fair and just invitation to thoae who 
had been convicted to abandon direet action in future and to adopt those provJsiona ot 
the law which had been paned by the Sikh community approved by other communities 
and even passed into law by this legislature. These who did not elect to take advantage_ 
of the oif~ indicated thRt thry had elected to punue the old and bad way of direct 
act.fon. They would no doubt Uke to emerge aa mart1nt in a cause aud aa persons of 
diiruent calibre to those who bad accepted the ofier. Experience bad shown them that 
general amneatira did not always h-ave beneficial retnl'Ls as was supposed they would 
have. Tbia wu specially the case with the Sikhs. The nttase or Sikh ptieonera in 
li.l22 did not bring peace. SlmUat action fn l92S after the Gnru.'Jta..bagh aB'atr did 
not bring imtmdiate imptoved nlations. Be ad.mtt~d that the prestige of the Gov .. 
f!fnment would lo no way 101f~r. Nenrtbelesa, the question was whether this act of 
kindne&a ia the gereral internta of the pobJio waa going to be an act of wjFe admfnta. 
tratioa. In the present can they were dealing with m~n who still were unrepentant 
and who had a ptMilection for applying the dootrine or direct aeUou and force as the 
sole aoluti11n ot qn~sti.ons of civil rights. No Government would be justifird in taking 
an ea&y·going view of eilch predilt:etion'll or any glossing over snob predlleetfona by 
amneattes,. The Government could not afiord to be thought aa ready Ujlbtly to condone 
braobea of the hlw which blob the civil rights of citiena. Ev-en I! the Oovf'f11ment, 
:In spite ot theee weighty eontideratious1 bad been inclined at the bt>ginning of thla 
Jear to eouatder this aa a very apecial case, did they ncrive any encouragement In any 
Sikh quarter. to do so r a&ked the Finanee Membf>:r. Reeent 1lllbtldled e~chea and 
formation ot p.thas were vigna tbat those DDT9pentant persons in favour of direct acUon 
would, if thq ~erged. from jaUt unfortunately atill find elemeuta amon.r the Sikhs 
l>fepared to·faU.In with their 'VIew&. For thie reason, said the Finanoe M,p.mbflr the 
Government mDt.t oppose the IJ'Iain object of the ruolotion.. Bnt 10 far as s~nter 
Kharak SJngb pe:nonaHy wu concerned, he &aid he had finished aenJnrz: out his at'!D~nce 
of sobslantlve Jmpdsonment of 4: yean in April Jaat and was now lel'VIDJ! se-nttonces in 
eontinnatlon of the sentencn under the Priaoua Act which wm expire aboat 'Df.cember 
next. Be was lenteneed three times for oifences under the Prisona Act And baa now 
~ oat tho first of these Rntences and wee serving the IE'cond Tbe Governor Jn 

• nncU has decided to Telea&e him ou the espJry of his second sont~nce and to n.mit 
h11 third aeutenct". He wlll aocordingJ;y be ro~eaaed a boat tho btginning of Jane DU;t., 

Non-official Besolu.tiona. . 
On the 22ND MARCH fou.r non-official resolnUous were diaousted In tba CounoiJ 

two of which were withdrawn, one was carried RDd tbe lad waa talked oat. Wh~ 
the Council teR!Iemblfd, discussion cont-inued nn Cbaodhri Afsal Baq'a resolution 
ucommeuding to the ~overument to take ne-celi&ary ttepa to stop the int~.Utution <"f 
Hon_oraf)' .Magistrates w1tbln the period ot the next tbreo )'f'art. The resolution did not 
tecetve t~ fuJI 1op:port: of .tbe Houae and though auoported by a number of nm:obe~ 
wa• strongly oppoaed by a ID&]ortty who de!'8llcled the JnaUtutiou of Honorary .. M_agtstratu 
and 5~afd &.hat they were doing a good deal of pubHo servlec-and abould not be abolished. 

i!' Geoffrey De MoDtm&rency, SpC'&kiog on behalf of tbe Government lt\id that 
!':ll~~n of tbiar ~onorary agency w~ich f:isted in the moat democratic oon~trtea and 
and one.f:Dr~hl:kh:or;bea~lally JUt &mall 

1
townt, woa!d eoat tbe Province abeut Rt. 9 

u ed d • urnmen waa o opinion that the agenoy should be con ... • ;;:,lo.t:~uttne1r ~~l~~,•r:t!,&t[.nctiotns would be &trictly enforced in futtu1t wbUe making 
• , 1me s rong, impartial, aud honest Pancha1a.t1 came into 
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beinll, the Government would re~mlne the matter aud might diapeoe with aome of 
the Honorary Magietratea. The reaolnt.iou wu wlthd.rawu. 

The 111es:t resolution wbiob W88 also m-oved by Chaudhd Afaal Baq teCOmmeu.ded 
to the GO'Vtmment lo takG DCC6Bary,atepa to ~modate ~ the Punjab }~toils atJ poHtiaal 
priaouen ol this provtoce including marttal law priaont:ra who are ~erving lbeir terma 
of impffsanment In t~e jaUa of o!ber provin~s. The roolaUou which waa aupo 
ported by a number of S1kb members d1d not excite any lhely debate and 1be Fiuauae 
Member made an tmporlaut ap~cb aplaln\ng the Governurentta poeition In the matter 

Tho Finance Hembu said 10 faT aa he bad been able to dieCOYer uo marttal .. Jaw 
prisonera ~ere confinl!d in jatls in. other provinces. Some time a~, 9 m:arUal law 
prisoners were confined in the penal tettlemeut ot the Andaman& Be waa qaite 
willing to end for the rolls af tbeae priaonen anrt to see how the cue atood as l'fgardl 
these pri801lera. Tbne we~ however. S& convicts confined In )&ill in other pronDOH 
who were not martial law prfeonera, but persona convicted ot aeriona criminal cou .. 
piraclt.>s against the State and of oftenc:ea against the Arms and the NaVJ. WUb. one 
nctpt.fon, three prisouen were convicted during the war and between the J'e&tl 1915 
and 1917. There wat proof that the leaders of these conspiracies in &O'D:Ie caaet received 
assistance from eoo.rces outefde India and were instigated in the looltsb acta which they 
committed by thoae souroe-. M.ott of them were sentenced to tranaportatlou for life or 
tm.usportation to 20 or to yeat'l. In the ordtoary cou~ aU of them would ban boMl 
transported to the Andamana ; but at tbnt time the Government of India oentfden!d 
that in Tiew of insecurity ol tbe RBI and the prtsaing Dri of the troopa n would 
be umafe to transport a number of snch dangeroua con~pirnton at that time to the 
Andamaua. It waa oouside-red at the same time. dangerou• aud undesirahle to oonfine 
tb!le dangeroua coaapl~tora In the Panjab jaUa. After discaali011 with tbe Pauiab 
Government .. therefow, tt 1\'U fina1ly d-ecided that tbe gang ehoold be &pUt up and be 
incaTcerated in ]aile in o&ber provinces. Tbia waa accordingly done and the wisdom 
of tbfa ttfp ~me almost immediately apparent because of the very d&ngeroaa 
mutiny organf&od by a few of these prisonera in Hssaribngb jail. At present there 
were S5 of t.heee convfots, of whom St- were convicted 1n the clraomataneet above men
tioned. They were cooftncd jn jails iu other provinces in the following: manuer : U lu 
Central Provlnoes, tt in Bombay, 1 in Bibar, ? in Madru aud lin Bnrmt.. After 
giving tbe moat careful consideration to tbcJe pointt, the Government ha'\'e ooml!l to 
the oonelaston that it would he highly undesirable to bring back at ouoe the. whole of 
these prtaoners to the Panjt.b ja.Ua; but the Government have dteided that owtng to the 
change in the atmospbeno, it may now be possible to consider tho return to tbe Panjab 
j'&Ua of aome of the convicts tf carefully selected. The Te&oluUon be!ng preued by the 
mover wav put and e&nied amidtt uon.official a.pplause. 'rhe Council then adjourned. 

Agriculture Hillister's Statemen~ 
On the l!S'RD MARCH the 1 .. 1 sitting of the Connon wao held and alter a nambor 

of demands for auppl~mentary granta were 'toted and Sir Full Hu~B~~oin bad inuodnced 
the Ponjab Land Revenue (Amendment) Bill tho Council adjoarned sill• •· 

Sirdar Jogendra Singh, Hlnlater of Agrioalture, mnda a lengthy statement to-da.,. 
explaining the programme of work to be carritd out dar:lng the coming J('an and the 
pol'loJ to be punned by his department.. Tbe Minister wu constan.tly interrupted alld 
eeveral poluta of ordet were raised by members while be waa rt'ArllnK hit tp«ab. 
Membett who raiatd tbe point• of order wanted to know from the Pretident whether a 
Minister could make a statement of tbe policy without aUowing the Council t.o d!tcGII it. 
rba Frealdent informed the Hoose that tbe 'Minister waa uadln!Z a statement with the 
permiaaion of the chair. &rdat Jogendra Singh de~erlbing hie five yean• pro~tramme 
said they would be opening in the present year 'I farms and 26 veterina'7 ha~pUall and 
bad a lao been able to ttou re the aenices of a fruit rxpert.. They were al10 ttud7lng the 
problem of Jift. irrigation end hoped as the retult of in'ttaUaallona, they would be able 
to aftord dry areas of the Punjab some facUitiea of organised Irrigation. In bta Ol)loion, 
laeat ot mlik was essential for proper nourishment aud. b.c waa making aurmgement.l 
for iaorea.sing milk supply and wu trying- to q uickeu up tht~ pace of ~eleo~d breed tag 
of cows. He hoped to open two thousand more co-operative &ocletle. in the new year 
and thongbt there was grtat. scope for capitalists to join together and to make moMJ 
available both for Rj!1ionlt.-ure and todoatry. R~ding the ncfse policy, be could not He 
the poaalbUity of enforcing llfOhibition but for the next fpw fear& If they could ma'ka use 
of Jocal opt.IOD. in cities and could organise temperance socletlst in viUR((et aud olote down 
abopo where condlt!oDI permitted, \hey would ha •• done a good deal 10 pave the W&1 

for prohibition. 



The C. P. Legislative Council. 
Tb fi t. ii;lfng of tim TMrO lhfoJmtri :V!!:it»athe CouDcil was ht'!d on the S'l'H 

JANUARY ~928 in the noon in the Council Ha1J1 Nagpur vz:der the prceid~ncy of 
M 0 u W'lls. The bneint!B on the rlay wu the tln:tJC'n of fin mtmC.t>Jf' to the Court 
otrf.he ·uaiven:t b non-rffioial mtmben of the Council. The t1cction of tho President 
was held on t~e 1unbt when Sir S, M. CbUna"fia was dee1artd f'lectrd pretidm~ by 4.7 
votu ag&ii!.at 20 votn sr-cured b1 his rhal )fr, G. 8, Gop!a. The house thtn adJODlntd 
after eome minor transactions. 

OOTernox'a Addnss to lhmbe~ 
On the 11TH JANUARY Hla Excellency the Governor tntered fhe Council Cbnmber 

in procession and congratulated !tir Chit navis brariHy on hte drcUon aa tbe Prnidl'nt 
and the CooncJl on having got him a& their PuPidtJlt, He !&id lhat Sir Chitnnt&'B 
family bad pJayf'd a notable part in the hfatNy of 1 hfs city B.nd provlnee and -ol I hfa 
Cou:nciJ. He said that it wat a l'fmarkahle thfDtz 1bat one b1othe~ rhfloul~ lt:CCffli arot~er 
in I be high office to whieh Sir e:ankaJa Fao had been ca11E:d and WlEhtd h1m EUCCNll dnnng 
h'a tenure. k 

He: tben addrtDing the CoanciJ. £Xprteeed satflfaclfc,n for filling up the bhm 
lt>ft in the llllta for wot1dng t.he Jiew. constituUon by the jnst mode of e!eclion~ Be was 
anxious to have it Eettlrd aa soon as possible whether fh<Y wiPhed him to lake .RClion 
to rntore the wotklnJt of the constitution to the form inlet::ded by Parliament and Jn 
'V(1~e in m<~&:t of the other provlnCFB.. eo long as the tan plat'M by their pTedtceteora 
iu this Council on the fotmation of a Ministry exiited. he fatd be was not a fr~e Rf!:t>Dt. 
Be eouJd not as in the provfnet'B fn wh!eh no ban niitt'd proettd to give tfttet to w~at 
w<mt:d to be tfu! verdict of the eonatitu~ncin witbovt eal1ing tb~l!e togt-th~r and takiDg 
their formal deelafon. He sympathiaed with the omucceuful old membere and eon
l!ratulat~ the eueeefiful old and new members. As many ae 21 old mcmbtra hATe bem 
re.dtcted and Si are new on@a. 

He said that be had-Dominated the full numb~r of ef~bt C'fficlals pt>tminible tmdt>r 
the A~. Thia bu bten done part1y to gain time to lcok arcond and tee wbtthrr tht>re 
are other 1nternts dtffning ot rtprest:nlatlon or mere nprtse-ntatiC~n in the Council, Lut 
:mainly bfcauae be wantm. t.o make moro opportunitks ff bringing into touch with raeh 
otber cfiieial and t'ltettd repl't'EentatiTt>IJ of the ptoplt>. Many of the mistmderstandinp 
which now occur are due to that Jack of frt-e intercourse on an equal footintt whJeb 
wor~sln thfl JrgisJatorea. Be e:afd that he 1ta1'Ded EO mueh from n:lixing in the Jobbfl'"& e( 
the Lt-gie!atfq At£tmbl7 and the Council of State with tbcte •bo would J!Dide- public 
opiaion that be attached special importance to tbia trainfJJg for as n:any officers of tho 
GOTernment at pOI='fibll". Be thought that there were few pablio men who will C<ny 
Uat thy jn the tnrn bad derived hr:odit from tlmUar fDtnconrtc with tfficfa1a, 

While addreF&ing the ConneU in last March, he called npon them to sink nciaJJ 
communal and M"C:UGDa) difi'ertners and join forces with bfe Gov~rnment !n the battle 
•S!aine:t ignorancr, dir~aae nd povuty. Their Exeelknclra the Vier-roy and Lady trwin'a 
"Viait to this prO'YinC!' gave a :nmarkabJe atimnhze to the dntlopmcnt of thfa &pirft. He 
ffmarked that where the atmo11pl:ere wlfl wreng, no menurc.-, however pttfcct in form 
11nd eoneepUon, would do much good. Where the atmm:phere is right1 nen bult7 
mraEures are efkcttn~ He thtn uferred to nveral impJovrmrnta rattfcnJarl7 for medical 
lrtatment of W(lmm aM chUdrtn. Bfs Oovnnu:ent· has also ht'tD redewing Us jail 
rolicy and tackling the prob1t'm of releau'd prisoner& His Gowrnnwnt hat at .-olk 
th~ ttram taclle lor ploughing autborfred by tbe last Cooncil and ia pteparing" BiU to 
facilllate the consolidation of 1cattered holdiDp for tbe eniiderattcn of the Cooncll. 
Rfs Govemmrnt has prepartd materfa1a for the l( organ111Uon of tbe flO"Vineialvl!'rvictr, 
but has postponed any dec!~ion until thf')' thall bavo !l•own wheth~r lhry wie:hrd tho 
Oovtrnor in C01JneU or their owD Ministers to take the tiDal lttJ:oDtibiUiy with nspc-ct 
to what sbonld be t·ransferrtd dtopartmcnt~J. 

ConohuHng hia addrrn1 be Eaid that the tfme had como to lra1'e t.bem to the dfs .. 
ttsafon of the eoast.itutional questfe ther had been eaJJrd together to dtcfdeo. He &aid 
tba~; on public and peorsonaJ gronndP, he wantrd them to take p81t. in the gnnt t=cbtmo 
iDanguratcd by Parlfamtnt of dcTeloplDg self-go-verning iJJat:ituttone with a 'View to tha 
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pragreni•~ tcaHAAtlon of m~pomible Govemtntnt in. BriUah India 81 aulDh!'Rral part 
of the empu~~ He aawred hit help towaTds tbe :realization of that great conception. He 
had no 'PTfl)nd~ ae by Dow th('y must have N"ali~ about any ~l'MD or any party tu 
thft Council. Hilltde-desire b to act conatitntlonally t.o the be&t of bfa ability. Hft 
always held that tn have Any pnmanent "Valuf', the deofs!on to haw \1ln1t:tt'Yil molt be 
theirs and not bia. It Is for them to take or to rduse the opfJortuuttlea off>!red. to them. 

M.otion for Minister&' Sala17 Passed. 
After tho Governor had at!rlrened the membe~ the Hon'ble Mr. Marten mowcl far 

tb~ .aopplementary dtmand amounting to R!'. 9,000 on account of plarlea of two 
M1ntstets ror ono month and Bt. 1,000 for travelling allowan~ 

Mr. Go~e opposetl tho motion RDd pTOJ'If18t'd a cnt of Rt.. 8 996 tbua 8-x.fng the aalarlrt 
of the Minister& at Rs. 4- only. Rno Babador N~ K. KelkaT su.pn~rted Mir. Golo. 

Mr. Ragba.vtndra Rna-. on behalf of the Nat.lonaliRt. Party, aupp!'ltt.ed the auprM
mt'Diaf1 d«!m&nd &fating that bla: constituency hat atnn the 'Verdiot for working tho 
reform-. Mr. Dick supported the mot.!on fof the npp:ementaf)' demand. 

Dr9 Kbare oppamng the motion aasetted that there were many incnnsi&tfmelll'l f:a the 
utterances of tho mf'm:bert who were fn favour of supporting tho Mloi&tf'n1 MtariPS a.nd 
working tbe reforms. Be further eaM that the beanns would not fail If they waited for 
a month and a half. 

Khan Bahado.r Oulam Mohid~n severely ,.ritteised the Reapona!ve Co-opemLion 
Party and tho Dt•wly fonoetl Nntional:lat Party. H-e Rid that they wt-re for wnrldn~r t.he 
reform& and woalri vote for I be tupplementacy demand ; bot they did not approve of the 
personnel for the omcea of lfinisters. 

Mr. Oh&nsbyam Gupta, on behalf of tM Congress Farly, opp.1BP.tl the mntt~ tinting 
that the piMgea of the RtafiODe've Cel-oOperation Party or the lndept'ndr.ut Pllrt.)' did. not 
allow them to accept. office!. Be then appealed to all Congrttsmen to protect the prc~~ttgo 
of tbn: Con11:nes. 

Mr. Umuh Datt Phatak Pald th the wu for oppDsttioo, bot on hearing tbe aperchea 
of the ConJfreU Party be came to the rlPei~;iou t.o support the snppleml'ntRry demRrul 

Mr* K~ar said that the Miniateret posts wou not Jn the gift of the Government. 
If baeked by the maj.ority party, tht>7 will ba.ve the priYllrg~ of fUQelltlng Jlt!r&ODI for 
m1nlatertbipa.. 

Mr. Mal;omed Sharif Bosn.in raid that the formntioo ol the mtni&try at thlt tlago. 
was a mere at.ow and th•t it could not be a. stable miuhtry. 

The mot.iou for the ntpplementary demand wat carded, M yotlng for tbn demand 
nn,J 16 agalnat tt, 

Voting on other Demands. 
The lt'COnd supplementary demand amounting to Ba.. S,ts.ooo for advance~ to auJn .. 

Yators under the Agricaltorists Loan Act and the third demand amountlng toRs. 76,000 
for advau.oe to eulUvators under the Land lmp"'flD.tnt Loana Act were a~pted by the 
CounoU without any debate and the Coan:cU tben arijoamtd. 

On the I2'I'B JANUARY tho Hoo1ble1rl.r. :Marts read a slatemtnt on bc'halr of t11e 
GoveJ'Jlmeut announcing the appointmtnt of Ur. R11ghwndra Rao d ~Haspur and Mr. 
Ramr&o Dtshmnkb of Amraoti as Ministenl. Mr. Kbaparde, RuponaiVJst, was d(Oiared. 
as Deputy P:esldent and the CouncU then adjourned. 

Budeet Estimate& for 1927·28. 
The Council next met for ita Bod get SessiOD on the 3BD HABCH wftlllhe Hon•ble Sir 

Sbanketa Rao Cbltnavls in the chair. The vieitors' -galterlea were tpam:ly attended, 
For the ftnt tlmn during the last threo and lalf 1-eau, the two Mlnlattora, Hf'Ufl. 1$, 
Baghauudra Rao and B. ~t. Drahmukh eat tn t.be 'l'Jrafuty bencb. Tbe Honfblc Mr .. 
&gbavendra Rao waa drrncd in wbita kbaddar aud woro a Gandhi cap. 

The Hon. 'Mr. J. T. Matten, FiDanee Membert in preaentiDft the Budget for 1927·281 

aaid that last, year be ended his epetob on Dote of hope preceded by ll note of warning. 
Tba cfrcu.mstances of tho ymr had shown that tbl) warning waa uecusary though the 
yea.t' had proved less favourable thea tOOy hoped. Tbcre was DO caoso for alarm but
with a right understanding of the situation they had en~tantlal groumfa for guarded 
optlmilm. owfng to unfavournb1e conditions of the ynr whfcb retolt('d fn tho fall in 
pricet of cottou and the eilcc t on the money ma1ket of that fall, land revenu~ had to ba 
suapendfd in Berur and Nagpnr Division~. The decrtaae in the spc:ndJn~ eapamty of tbe 

le. bad reacted on other btatl:s of rneDne.. Jnatcad o-f a dt'ficit of about Bt. 26 la .. bt 
:O.!rfginallr eatim&ted, the reviatd tetimates showed a ddicit of over Rt. 60 lakbt and 
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the batauce JuuJ,. tbtufort", b~ nduoed by that much. 'fbe [roo opening balance 
wbicb atood at Re,. 78lakba in tilt- lrgiuning of the current year waa now down to under 
Ro. 6 lakbo. 

l!&timateo for 1927-28. • 
'Tomfng to tbe Budget for 1997-28, Hon. Hr. Ma.dPn saM that tht>y had budgeUed 

for reVt'nue of about Rtt. 563 Iakhs &nd apendituro of 593 Jakba wbicb resulted in a. 
deficit in revenue aceonnt ot Rt. SO lakbs. A 11om ollls. 05 Iakba would be borrowed 
from I he Governmen1i of IndiA to mret Oert.iD itema of capital expenditure which had 
brm mtt in lhe paR from the provincial balance and tbn&- add a corresponding amount 
lo the hafa1u:es. This will ghe a free closfng balanca of Bs. IS and half lakhs. The 
aetu.al balance in Famine lneoranae Fond at the end of the mxt yNr fa esttmatec1 at 
over B1. 2 cror<B. For the co~iog yrar Rs. 83 and bnU iakbs bave been allotted for 
new n:pmditnre, bulk bein~r non·Jectlirrtng of wbtch ab~ut. R1. 6 and hlllf iakhs will be 
on tbo reserved atde and abont Ra. 27 !akbs on the transferred aide. 

After pointing out that the propOTUon of -Pxpenditura on trRnlftrftd aide bad 
&k>ndily increa&rd1 Hou. Mr. Marten aaid that the rxcen of flnid U&'!!ll o'Vf'r liabilities 
which wae ntimated at Ra. U6 lakha at. tbo end of the Budget yr ar to Rt. 51 Jakbs. Tbo 
Finance M('mber nferred to the welcome news of the annoo.net'meut in tha Aucmb1y 
Jf'S!1Lrding the remission of provincial contributions in part permanently and couc1uded : 
"We &ball have txhauBird our previously accumulated balances In usefnJ expmdltnre 
moatly in the tra::derrtd and naUon-building departments while at tbe atune Umu 
st~adn::r building up our Famine Insurance Bnrene. Pte&'I:Jtnlng that the receipta from 
land revenues, excise, stamps and forests ktep at.ady, we can hope for a Blight eseesa of 
income over ordlnety es:penditnre.. But onr hopes of U'l•&naion in t-he ne&r future lie 
chiefly in the ttro~t of the abolition of tbe pi'0'9inc1al contribution anrl. tbe completion 
of FaminelnBarance Fund. Meanwhil&, our prospoctll bave been brightened io tbe last 
few. ~aye: by the hope of an immediate reliet from the provincial contribution. An 
ackhhnn of Rt, 22 Iakbs to our reeourcca will ena.ble neat soon as we have recovered from 
our te~porary emburumenta to prooe«< wltb o11r na.tion.building~b 1Dfli and the pro. 
vinco wdl 'ntch with tbe greatest, interest the [ate of tbe proposals tn tbc Government 
~~~ia'a Bndget which are ot stu~b trem~ndous importaneo to onr prngreu add devc)op~ 

Official BnlL 
After the budget waa pmen~, Government l~lslat.he bosinPBB waa taken cp. 

The Ron. Hr. Tambe moved a bill to amend the CEntral Prov1ncca Courts Aet UH7 
in ord~ to inmaae the Small Cause Court. joriedfction u auggeEted b• tbo Civil Juatieo 
Comont.tee., J 

h 
Mr. D. K. Mehta. moved that tbe bill he circulated for eliciting opinion thereon and 

t c n otion was carried, . 
to The Hon. Ur, B~~avend'ri. Bao moftd a biU to amend the 0. P~ Excise Act tn order 

idez~erul tbe prohtbitifln ttl' eu1Uvatlon o[ Cocoa plant in aU ite nriet.iee. The mOYer 
~ 1 at !he bill was being fntroduc~d at the inttance of tho Government of India. 

l ave"'"& given for COII.sldero.tion of the bill at ODee • but the Bon Mr Bao promised 
o ~ve ita passage ~t d&y

5 
' • • 

DabRd: Bon. Hr. !farttn moved a bill to amend the C. P. Tennney Act:, but BAo 
waa Moptc~. K, Kelkar proposed that It ehould be clrcv.latcd. The motion for circulation 

obj.-~~ ~:iu~rSa~t~~~l:notedT: b
0
iU to amend the Public Gambling Act with the 

The H ng. e ounoU granted leave. 
the b' on. Mr. ~0 mo~ a bill to amend the 0. P. Primary Education Act with 
sbal~ !;~!:J P:~r.ibmg thebperod during which a child liable to compulsory educs.tton 
pul6ion gradna11y ~=~ e~eab~ e::;: tot r.mder it pouible for local bodlt>a to arpJy com· 

Ra.o Bahadur K }lr: ren ° enta u~on a cr.urse of lntlraotion. 
to sre whathr:r the d;rt :!u;:o~m~~~:e bill be tderrtd to a aelcct committee in order 

Mr. R, H. Beckett Dirrotor of PabHo 1 tr u ~ 
prnioua speaker and Pc,intm out. that th, bH~~ uc on, answered the ObJections of the 
tca!Onab!e D[!:e. Be a-sked tbe Bouse to tn&t C:tTodoeed compulsion b;y atag6 and fixf'd a 

Tbe Boa. 11 Ba ueat.ional matters aa noo.part.y question-. 
the House agJUCl r. 0 accrptcd the motion to refer the bill to a Select Commtttee ud 

The Bon. Mr. Deabmultb moved a bill t d ho . • • 
D"panment Ac:t. wltb a l'lew to aUo b 0 a.men t village MDttatfon and Publ1a 
hOU&eB and to iusiat on tbeir kina ':ecin~h,.yba~llto charge fe<!S for tbf!l nse of slaughter 

v u • o t waa ~ferred to a Select Committee. 



B. N. B. Strike. 
Tho Cou~oil then ~k up tbe motion for adjonro.ment mo-.eJ by Mr. B. G. Kha~rde tn 

couueeU:ou Wtth the fallure of the B. N4 RsHway to maintain an efflelent goods aud 
pauc-nger tratJic &ervfce, thUI e&U11DK great incoovenien~ to the ~pie of the province, 
llr. ~aparde said that owing to the a~rlke tbe .Railway tratlio was being work.ad by in· 
expen~noed men whlcb led to tbP. tr&ina eomtng ~veral hours ln.te and wbicb may lra{t 
to accidents aod loss of life. Mr. Kbapt.rde hoped that the atrikc would aooa end ia. 
fal'our of the worker& and th~ publio ineonveuiancll would bs etoi'P"I. 

Mr. W. Fulay, nominated labour repreaentattvr, aupported the motion. · 
Hr~ B. G. Pratthau, nid that it wat high time for the Government or tudla to 

&ee that they faJfilJed their dnt1 to the penple of tbil proYiDOO by ID~rf.ering tn llDtl 
settling the atrikc tn fn.vour of· the 1trikert. He a&kcd tbo 0. P .. Goterument to move 
the Gov~rnment of India to end tho ttrik~ 

lfr. Bartlett oppo&f'.d tbe di&ani!Blou. of the qneation aa be thought that It would not 
heJp matters but would o-nly rafae hopea to the atriken aud oaute grtat dtaappolnt.mt'nt, 

Some members eharacterl&ed u a great horror tbat ontinary gooda cletb of t.be 
B. N. Railway were allowed to work as guard• of the Railway trains And tbry polnled 
out that pR.ssenger tratna abould not be entrasted to aocb untta10ed banda.. 

llr;. H. 0, Gowan fn :n•ply to the above charge, a.ld that h" wu pmtnt in 
England daring the general &trike and tbougb untrained men worked the eueutial 
senicu tho numbPr of aoofdente waa ez.traordtnarily small. 

Dr. Kbare ne.bd that when an acute eondltlon ol dfstrtll prevailed iu the province 
wbat bad tbe Governmeut done, wbM bad tbe Hlniater of induatriea done to amellol'3te 
the condition of the atrtkeu and to rtmo'f'e- public lnconveoienoe t Several non.olllcial 
m!Dlbera a1sa spo"ke in support of tbe motion, 

The Hon. M.r, Marten, Finance Member, said that the Railways wn a centra) suhjcct 
and it waa not potstble fo.r tbe local Govorument to do anything in the matter. 'l'ney 
all felt the annoyance -caused by the strib, bnt the local Goveramen:r.'e tnoattoue were 
limiled. The Government waa Ia sympathy with tbOBe who wete aflll!oted by t.be ttrike 
troablesi but it bad no powera to inletfere tn the atrike.. Attllough a tUbate in the 
Council wu OOyand Us puniew, the Government ailowed il; with a view not to atlfl~ 
diaauuion. The Bon. Mr~ Marten ptomiaed to forward the proceed,nge of the debate to 
the Government of India. 

The mover of t.be motiont Mr. KhaparM, Bc<5e"pttd the foree of the a~u~n&. o[ t.he 
Finance Member that it did not lie lu the hands ol the local Government to end the 
strike. Hr. Khaparde said that tf the motion waa ptesaed lo Oltfaion !t would hue 
been carried 8.8 &apport came from all tides of the Hou&r; ba:t Bering t.he attitude of tbe 
Government he dut not wish tO preu the motion. Tho motion wu withdrawn •ntl the 
CoaneU adjourned for the dar. ~ 

Tral188ction.ot omoial Buaineaa. 
On the 4TH MARCH lhe Hen, Mr. Ragavendra B.., mOV>'d that lhe C. P. E•o! .. 

A.mrndment- Bill be pt.B&ed Into law. Tbo o.no.nctl agreed DD&nil:acrullly. 
Tbe Bon.. Mr. Ragba.vendra Rao moved that the 0. P. Weigbll and Meuares of 

Capacity Bill be referred to a Select Committee. Tbe Coancil unanim"ualy agrted. 
The Hon. !ifr. Rao further moved tb&t a bill to amend the C. P. Prevention of Ad at· 

teration Act be elreolated for eliciting opinions thereon. The CooncU agreed. 
Tbe Ron. Mr. S. B. Tambe moved that t.be Central Protinces Boretall But be referrt>d 

to a ~leot Commitk'e. The ob~ot of the bill is to make pro-vision for the detent.fon and 
training of adole.scent o1faudera. fte Cou.neil agreed to tbia unanimOIUIIJ' .. 

Budget Dileussfon. · 
Gencrai dliounton o.f the budget was held from the 6th to 7th March. Tbe DOD• 

oftlcial memben empbatiaed tbat more money had Dot bren provld~ for expenditure on 
nation·buUding dtpsr~ment6. Berar membera criticised that rcmtujona and tos~Difons 
of land revenue &ranted to agricultariata had not b«n ad«"qoate. Some mt>mbera pointed 
out that more mont>y abould have been spent on primarr and 1oee0ndar1 education. 
Criticism was a lao made a.gain11t pa,mmt of extravagant talariH to omcera of tbe Imperial 
Servlete. Replying to tbe various ol'lt.lcfsms the H.oD, J.fr. Raghan~ndra Rao definf"d l.be 
policy of the Minlater. After a brief repJ1 from the Boa. Br. HarttD, Finance member, 
the CounoU roao for t.he day. 

Votint' on Budeet· Demand1. 
On the- 8TH MARCH the Coaucil took up vOling of demands for grant&. TbP.re 

were over 550.motloua t~ reduce or omlt•r•nta In the budgt..>t- for the year 19i7·28. T~ 



demand nuder Land RevenlH!I was taken up first and there wtre over 100 cote nuder this 
Ja.ad of which notices bad been gtven. Moat of the cota relate to the expenditure on 
Snrvry and Settl~ent opent-iona to. varloua p.tts of the province .. 

Clua Under Laud Revenue Pasaed. 
on tbe 9TH MARCH the Ooanci1 Hacuued the aoveralltema nllt'lf'r the land rcvuue, 

(reaernd}. Oats under ditl:rent heads amounted to Rs. 29,42:,700~ Tbe Nat-fonaliat Party 
nntl the CongNH Party jointly voted for outt~. WhUe demands under Es.ciae {Trans
fared) were unJer diseuulo.n, the Counctl nd]oarn~. 

Debate ou Es:oise Polley. 
On the lOTH MARCH demand uruler ezciso t:rana[erred Bs. 15,68,950 wu tabu 

up. Dr. Khare moved a cat of B". 13,200 becing the pay of distillery upert of Govt. 
Tbe llDn'ble Mr. Raghanndra Bat', Minister for E:ciiM', eahl that the present lncam

bent wag due to retire in a rew years and a[ter biB retirement the Government will OODaider 
lbe questions: whether tbe post should bl! retaine.i or no~~ 

Dr. Kbare passm hi& mot.lou whtob wu loat by 18 votes against 4.0. There ware 
scnral other cots under t'SCist"_, bu&; diteU&Ilon develo~d into a debate on the excise 
policy of Gownment. Several Swarajiata attacked the ~linistar and Dr-~ K.bare caJkd 
him Minister fol' comumption. They also pointed out that the credit for whatever fall 
there was in the eomnmp.tion of Uqnor "aa dno to Congress movement and not to tbo 
Gtlvel'llmt'ut and-wbm the Coogrcn mavemont btgan to wane, couaumption of liquor waa 
•howing a tendency to rise. 

Mr. B. N. De, Ruenuo Seert·tary, pointed out that the Goven1m~nt acknowledged 
in their rep<Kt8 that Nou·Coaoperatiou gave an impetua to the monment towards pro. 
hibiLion, but i\8 beneftc.tal eff,lots dld not last loDg. Mr. De narrated the efforts ot tbe 
Government to redt.ce consumption.. 

Mr. D. G~ Kbaparde nld that the l11nhter for Excise had taken office recently 
but if the Council laid down a_ definite policy, he w·u Slue the Bon. H:r~ Baa would 
carr7 it out. 

~he Hon•b1o Mr~ Rsghavendra_ R.'\~ explained bfa excise pol ley [arther, Mr. Bao said 
that 1n 1921 t.be Legi&Jaliva Counetl dtetated a policy and that polfoy be waa prepared to 
pursue. It th9 Council .wanted any chango, it was for it to expr~ an opinioa. As 
n~a~ds propaganda wo: k 1f the Couuon togge&ted any mrt-hods, the Government would 
cona1der them, but llr, Rao was against pick-tt.ting. 

After Mr. Rao'a tepiy, a moloion for a cut of Rs. SO 000 under District Esecutiore 
fltabHsbment wbicb gave rt&e to the whole diSCtltl&ioa W39 withdrawn 

After f11rther discul&iou the Council voted the entire d e~and onder excfsc, 
• Other Demands, 

The dfmand under &lamps wu l'Ottd without- any dftou&&ion. Discussion of the 
demand under l~e&ts v.-aa not yet over- when the OoullCU rose for t.he day • 

. on t-he liT~ ~ARCH diacnniou of the dedand under foreat.. waa taken np. Non· 
o1Bculf members cntiels!d the forest policy ol the Government, Out of a total demaud 
for Rs.lsdsl,68,460 under ~ores~' tbe Council carried cuts amount-ing toRs 1 06 261 onder 
genera rceUou and oonttugencies. ~ 1 ) · 

.Btgbtr&llon, 
When fbe demand nuder Registration was ta'k:~n up Hr a s Gupta (Swarajiat) 

&r-o~ a :ut of Ba. 100 under 'Superintendence.• rbe m.o~r U:id ihai the ftt'oRfstrattou 
&P hv~':n ;;,a. ouo of tbe most corrupt d~partmenta. Mr. Gordon and Bon. Mr. 
h g bt i 1 on bebalt of the Govcrnrne:nt, gave an nssurauce that if the movf'r 
td.~. T~eltl~ of corr~pli-on to the noUce of the Government anitable action would be 6. motlon was ~It.hdrawn~ Tbe total demand of Ra. 22 500 Qlldcr R-lttrtfon 
WaJ 10ted Without fedUCLIOU. · ' ~o 

General Adminittra.tfoo 
Prall~:nnd under 'General Admtniatration' (Reaen~) waa then taken up. Mr. G. B. 
M:r p moved & token cut of Be. 1 undel' General AdtniD:fatratton-Beads ol Provluen. 
and ('·=~~~ =j~~ ~~cried the ;ut as. be .... diasl\t!efied with the whole administration 
e!etkt. He also 

1 1 OYernment s illdd!l!renee to the problem of providing houses for 
Tte Bon M:r u::p 8 0 c;f df.hat more daya w,-re not &Hottetl fot' nonaemctal badnNB. 
sufficient" as the me n rep c that t-hree days proridcd fGI' non.offioial busineu we:re 
or Lhe budget dla:be:: had;n opportunity of diaeusetog various quc1tton1 at tbe time 

• "ay ind.ifierent to tbe ssw 0 jf e ~repbudialed the charge that the Government was In any 
. • e are o..._ t e (}:lerks. Mr, Pradhnn prcteed bta cut which wu 



sri 
l!ftrried by 25 votea againat 18 .. 
\11hen the Coancll rose for the day. 

Diaeuasion under 0t"ncral Admlntatrfttlon waa not otor 

· · Oritvancet of Agrieult.uriatr. 
On the 12TH MAnoa the CouuctJ dlseuued R"o Saheb Kordfl'• oot. for n.., 1 ooo 

under the b~ of General Admtniatrat ton (llesuve.t) aa a protest agninat the bad condttlou 
af a~ricultorm:a tn Benr. 

The Ron. Mr. J. I. Marten IUI811red the honse that the diBelllaiOU on Lhe anbj~t 
would reeei'l'e tfue contlderathn and the Government would took at tha ngriculLurilta' 
grievan~ with sympathy"' Tbe motioa waa canted. 

Abolition of Oommisalonerai l'O!te. 
Arter .loncb t~ Counctl d:icco111ed a cut amounting to na. lll-2,700 for abotiahlng 

the Comm1uionera posts and 1t wat ckelllrtd Cllrried by a ma.jorlt.,. of tbrco votf>.&. 
27 members voted fot' the cot and ti a~iut. Independents r.ud a few member& or the 
Nationa1bt Party vot&.t with the Congress Party. 

Ga.vemment•a lrr!gn.dou Polloy .. 
On t.he HTH MARCH diseuaton of the demA.rul und u frrf2ation waa taken up The 

H-on'ble Mr. !Iuten moved for a grant of Be. 6144-,000 both under irrigation worb chargc;.l 
to revcnnl) and prOOoctlve hrignflon works.. Mr. 0. R, Pradlnm moved a t.oken cot or 
n lllpce under working e.s:pmaes. Ho corupla.ioed ag:dnst the enormous working expcnea: 
or the Irrigation Department:. "''hl\k.Dr Chcdilat point.ed out tha.t the t~nsnts did not gt>t 
much btne.fit. Huge amouota Wf!rG wasted by tho dep:utment in tpite of the fact thnt 
tl1cre: were aevcral experla tn chaf'Re of· it. The people, aaid the tpt'Aktr, was afrafrl of 
the department and it W!18 the daty of the G!lvernment to 10 alter Ita method of worldng 
as to conTince the peollle tba.t the d~pGTtment wu for tbalr good1 Mr. G. 8. Go pta 
auppo1rted the cot and, on doing so, asked whether the Government was wUUng to appoint 
a ~prcial lrriRation Committee. 

The Hon'b!e Mr. Mart.ea. replied t\Jat the Government would be willing to appoint 
a Comml\.t.{'e. He also explained tbe irrigatton. policy of the Gov~rnmont:. Th& GovND· 
ment Wfluld appoint a Oommittu and take it int.o coolidcnct-1 in regard to the whole 
Irrigation polic1 so that the future work mfgbt be eo.rrted on under JavoarabJ~ eondUloaa. 

Mr.. GuptA thanked the 'Finance Member tor his apurance and aatd be waa satlalied 
that there WAll no ne:cessit.y for preaalng the cots. Mr. Pradhs.u conaid-cte~l the &S&Uta'llce 
&atiaro.olory and the motion for cut was withdrawn. 

Several otlrer tokl'ln catt were a!so wlthdram. Dlsouaskln procce led fot tom-et.ima 
mote under oLher cuta and the Council· Rduced th1 demand bJ fu.. t.so,ooo and voled 
tbe Rat. 

M.ini&tt'%8' &laries Voted. 
The demand under General Adminf&tration (tran•reri'M) lffnfat.ere' aaJarlea was thm 

taken up. H.r. Baiendra Sinha, Swarajiat~ moved a cot of B&. 98,996 cat of lb.. 99,000 
ptovhted, tbaa reduc!ug the figore to Rl. 4. Mr. D. K. lfebtm, Dr. Khare, 0. G. Mtera, 
Mr. Gole and severn] ot.ht'r Swo.rrj!ata •upportcd the amendment and eriUcil:ed the 
Minister& for accept. lug omoe and esplained that they had no faitb in the reformt, The 
&pr,alcen also edUoiard the attitude of the MinbLerlaltat Party and quoted the worda at 
Hr. Ja7ftkal' fn the Aulmbly to prove that the Government bad done ncthfng to rapond 
to t.he wisbet of tbe people.. The Swnra.jista hoped that the two Y.iniatcra would r-edeem 
their taU pramfaea which tlu>y bad giveu to the electorat.t!& though they lbemaelwa bad 
no l~tith fn tbn abilily t·f the Uiniatera ro achieve anything under tbe pr~&eDt coottttotfon. 

The Bon'b)e Mr. Ra.ghaveodra RAo told that be did not question the rfgbt of tbP.: 
awaraj Parry to criticise them, bot be asserltd th"t tbe verdict of the eltotoratel waa 
Sn favour of working the n:[onos. He and hi& oolleagut, Mr. Dubmukh, accepted oftlee 
because they were &i&arad of anfficient powert ioltiatlte and USpontibUily by lbo 
Governor : but the moml'ot they f~lt that they \\ere not getting tbeso tbiop they would 
have no hesitation in giving up officP. Salary was no consideraHon for them and tbey 
were ptepartd to abide 1>7 the dreittion of tho Council on this matter. Mr. &o taid he 
alwa)'& held the vieW tbat tt.ose wbo- worked for tbe country uetd not Ute on t.ba coaor.r, 
and be had always acted up to that ideal and thore wu DO Je&BOU for him to devlate 
from that. • 

Mr. B. G. Khapa.rde defeuded the 1Jona /lfJIJ or the NatJonaltat Party amt pointed 
out that tbie party dictated the persnunel of the Mlniltly. Members of t.btt partJ 
riiMgrHd wil.h the Congrets Party and fouJe:llt; t.bu elecUon on t.he iuue ol working the 
Re!orme and the7 had wtered the COI!Iloll in a majorl•1· The!"''~ prove.J that lhe 
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ll!!nloleJ!Jh!ps were in tbe gift of tbe people. lolr. Kbaparde. annonn~"'! th":t the. Nallono· 
list Pany had come to a unanimous diteonion on the quntton of Mm11tera salan01~ 

Mr. Gupta. Swarajiats l~~r, uid that wbatevor support the. Minist.e;s mny be ~V· 
in mow wae doe to tbe agitation and tho preaanre of the Swara]tsta durtng ~ho ~aat thrre 
,..!nand not due to the Responsiviate. After tome more speeab!'B the Swara}IBt.a amend
ment to reduce the salaries of Ministers1o Rs. 4 was pat to voto and loat:, Ui vottng for 
and 46 agaiDK.. Both tho Ministers remaint'd n;utral. . • , • 

After the Swarajist." amendment regardmg the M1D11tera sa1ar1es was thrown out. 
the Connon fart.her diacuaard the nlnry qoesl.ion. There wu a propoul to fis. tbe 
Minitte'rts ealaries at Ra. 2.000 per mensem eaeh. .Mr. Dick! nominated member, aup· 
ported the proposal Tbia was re-jeeU>d by tbe Counetl, 18 votmg for and 41 agaioat. 
Eventnal1J " motion :fixing Lbe aaJnfJ of the M.inistcrs at Rs. S,OOO per mensmt eAcb waa 
carried by tbo Connell. 

Censure Motions on tho Government. 
On the 16TH MARCH the Hou!e cut down a demand for admintatrntfon of justice by 

lla. 16,000 on the ground of economy. · 
The Bouse then eenaured the Government on ita policy reganling the appoint~ot 

of BODorary Magi1trat.es and the Govetnment'e negligence in giving ~fleet to the Wl&bel 
of tho Hoose regarding aepautiou of the E.s:ccutivo from the Jruhclary by earr1ing a 
cut of Rs,. 1,000. 

The Government waa furthel' Cl"nsured on its administration oi Pollee Dttpartment, 
the HoUIU having carritd a cot of Us. 40,000. 

The Honse further record<'d their protest for bavin~t kept Ruropt'Gn Education 
(1\tl{lnt"d) by carrying one rupee aut in the demand fo-r Education (Resernd.) 

The Hoose ah;o -ventilated ita many grienneca regarding edoeationn.l poliey with 
regard to the tnm1lerred stde of the department and carrlro. a cut of Rs. 1,000. 

Tbe Bonae also censured tbe University Law Coll~e author it ic8 for unjustly ruslimt.· 
ing a student, by refllsing to incren.ao the grant. Vottng was Sl nga.in6t 19. Many 
Swarajista did not TOte. 

Tbe Hoose alto nfased to 6ftncUon R1. 6,276 fof' the Penonnl Auislant to the 
Din:ctOl' of Public lJl8t.rnct.ton 1\nd. censured tho Hlgb. School Etluetttion Board for ita 
poltc;, towards vernacular mediom and carried a cut of Bs. 100. 

Voting on Jludget Demnud Oonoluded. 
After lunch the Council proceeded with the cooaideratfon of tho remaining demands. 

As. the da:rs anoued lot the dJ&couion rmd nt.tng on demand• -were overt the Presidfnt 
put the demands to the 'S'Ote. Out of l\ dmnand of Rs. l,BS~OGO unrlf!r tbe lu>n.rl '• Eduea· 
lion (Reicne)" RP..l,S2,999 wn.a -voted. Out of tho total demand Rs. &1,21,771 undrr 
tbe bead u Education tTransferred) 11 Rs.. 61,161403 wu voted. lfbe total demand of 
Rt. lS.Stl,OOtl undu the he.d "Medical (Traneferred) n was voll'd. Out of the totnl 
demand ol .Rs. 3,231600 under the bead."Poblic He-1\ltb (Transferred) •• Ra. S,lSt-600 (f) 
wna "Votc'd. Tho total demauda under Agncaltuw, Industries, Hiaccllaneona Civil Works 
SopctaDnoation AUowaucee and Pensions, Stntionery and Printing expendit-ure tn Eng .. 
Ja.nd, CaptiJSl outlay on forest workst productive irrigation work~,- famtne insurance fond 
amounting loBs. 26;JO,Ot-o, loans and advances and refunds of re'fennr amounting to 
Rs; 2,2~191 were put to vote nod currricd1 all outs being wtthdn\wn. Tt10 Couuctl th<-n 
adlODrued. 

Tranmctton of Oftlcial Bnalueu_ 
On tho 16TH MARCH tho Council voted htne aupfllementary demnndfl 
~he P~bltc Gambling {Central Provincca Amendment.) DIU was int,.;.hlCC!l without 

any dt~~tnt111g "Joice. 
lfbe Ct>nt.ral Provinces Primary Educs.tion (Amendment) Bill introduced by tho 

Bon. Mr. RRgbavendra Rn.o wae passetl. 
'!'be Hoo. Hr. Martt:n introduc~l a bill to provide ror tbe consolidation of D.¥rieul· 

toral holdings and ~oved thRt ft ahouhl be referred to a SI!Ject Committee. Tho BonN 
was di"VidM in glv1ng enpport to the Bill immediately and it was. decided that the BUI 
ahonld be publisbe(1 and circulated to Meertain public opinion., 

The Council wu then adjournrd. 

Bcbemo for Mats EdBeatlona . 
-'--On t.he 21ST VAROH M:r. K. P .. Vaidya. moved a resolution that the Oov~mment 
.-uld allot R.. 16,000 towards a scheme of ma1a education.. 

Bntral DOU·rffi.cfal members supported t.he resoJnt.lon. Mr. Jaiawal moved an amend· 



GOVI'S, EXODUS TO HILLS OPPOSED 579• 
- m~nt. tba.t tho &ebeme sbon!d be ref~rrtd to a committee to bo appointed b-y lhc &location 

)lanieter. 
Hr. B~tt._ Director of Pabtio lnatroetlon, pointed out that he waa not agalnat 

adult cducauon. Instead of l.be Council agreeing to grant money for a padloular aobem~ 
Mr. ~ekctt svggret.cd that tbo whole sebeme of adnlt ednea.Uon should be uaminod h7 a 
commtttet>. Somo non·officlal m~mbera supported Mr. Beckdt'a proposal. 

The Hon. Mr~ Ragbavendra Rao, lliniater for Education, nid that the beat waJ 
woutd be t.o get any I!CbMne for maas education enmined by a committee. U the Bonte 
passed tbe resolu.tion, ~ponsibilit.y for the &ucceas or failure of the particular achcm.e 
placPd btforo the Council wouJ.,J rest with the Conuoil .. 

EventURU)' the Ooancil deolded to refer tho question to a Committee. 

Govcrnment•e Exodu to Hills Oppoaed. 
On the 22ND MARCH non..offic.ial buliness was reattmed in the Council. M.r. K, P. 

Pandn ttaolutton t.hat the Headquarters or the Government be not. moved to the Btu 
Statione durinq summer and the months of St-ptember and October waa earr1od by a largo 
majority in•pite of the opposition of tba Hon .. J. T. M.uton. 

A Medical College for the Provln.,., 
·Dr. N. B. Kbaro moved a rCEolution recommending to the Government that atepa 

a11ould be taken to establish a medical eoJ!ege in t.heae provinct1 aa e&l'IJ aa ponlb!o.: 
Tho mover l~toid that tbo Province should be made self-contained in every reapeot. 

Mr. G. S. Gupta* t5warajiat, moved an amendment that tbe propoaed medical college 
ehoutd al80 incJude an ayurvedltl nct.ion. 

There waa another amendment from Hr. Thakur Cht'dUal to lbe effect that & com
mittee ahould be appointed to formulate a seheme for eatabliebing a medical eollega ou 
modern Jinrs. 

Co1. K. V. Ka\dty1 Iusptetor .. General of Civil IIoapitalst while no~ oppoaed to tbo 
l'C60luUon, drew attention to the various esaeatia1a of a medical college. 

Tho Uon. Mr. Ragha'i'eDdra Rao, Minister, said that the Government wu prep.rcd to 
accept the rtiolutiou P8 amended b1 Mr~ Thakur CbedilaL Tho Miol&t.er also added thft~ 
he will inveaUgato into tho po&&ibUit iea. of ~be ayurvPdio &)'&l~m a leo. 

EvcntnaUy the amended ntolution :rccommt!nding &M appoiu.tmeot of a committee 
to formulate a scheme for the ut.ablishment or a collq;e incluai.Yu of au &J'Uncdio aceUon 
was. carried. 

Removal of Sex Bar. 
Mr. Cbardc moVed a rcrolotion reeommendlng to the Government tbat the ae:r. cUt

qualification for t.bn Trgietrat.ion as voters in the elecloral roUa ol tho ~natituenciea 
Bflnding r~preeentativea to the Council and al&O for t~lrction or nomination to t.ho sa.id 
Council bo temoved in rrt~pect of women genera1ly in the Central Province» and Berar~ 

Senro.l aperahea were made in support of the reaoJntioo. 
Mr_ c. N. TrhaU opposed the resolution and pointf'd out that women abould engage~ 

themselvea in maternit.yiUJd cbild wetraro and social reform. 
Tho Bon. Mr. S. B. Tamlx>, Home Member, said that tho Oovcrnmen& wpo1d take 

uo part io tbo debate. Tho decision eoti«ly rtated with the Oouooll. But at tbo aamo 
time the Hou. Mr. Tambe placed certain difticulUes such aB brlngiD:g women to tho poUt 
for the coosidoration of the House. . 

After EOmc more dfecuuion the re&olution was put to vote and declared ca-rried. 

Honorary Magietratea' Appointment. 
On the 2SRD MARCH the non-official f(!IOlt~Uon moved by Mr. GoJe- recommendfag t.o 

tbo Govrrnment I be appointment of a district advisnr7 eommiUeo foraelecti~ of bonorar7 
magiat.Jate:a was taken up for di!cu&Sion. It waa opposed by t.be of!imal member11 on 
the ground that- the politieal partie:a in power holding &trong dews tbould not be fnTutcd 
witb the power of rteoounWatinna.. 

Tho mot.IOJl was: pat t.o vote and declared carried, Sl for and 25 againat. 

The Settlement Bill. 
Mr Mehta ·mo'fcd a re.solution recommending: •to the Oovew.mcnt for p1aclng t.ho 

St't:tlem~nt Bill before tho Council antl pending final cooaidera.Uoo, no new 1tttlement 
be undertaken and all settlement& DOW in progreaa be au&pcnded. 

Tile resolution was declared carried, 21 against Ui. 
some mi~eellaoeous resolutions, relating to tho fmprovcmenta of road I, etc., were 

under dilcomion when tbe Oo11ncU adjouroed for luoab. 
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Abolition of Dlvlafonnl Commfuloni'T&hipl'. 
After lunch the CouucU prcccede<l wlt.b tho non-omeial resolution rroommmc.iing to 

the Government to take proper l'ftps to aboheh tbe posts of Divi&ional Commte&ioneJ'I ia 
t.bia provinct The Hon1ble Sir J. T. Marten, tn opposing the reaolution, &aid thnt wboJe
mle aboHUo~ of the poBIB ol the CommiPionera was incon~~vable; but the Gonrnm~t 
would considu t.be reduction ~f oDe post, if eo desired. The resolution wae put to 'VOte 
and declared oorried 85 •gain&t 15. 

Amendment of Local Sdf·Govemmmt Act:. 
Leave ":as grant~d to tntrCidace Thakur Chbtdi!al's Cf'nl ral Provincte Local BtU· 

Oovf'rnmtnt (Amtndment) Fill wbfch, after a hmgtby debate, waa decided to be circulated 
for ueertaining public opinion. 

S•lo of Countcy Liquor. 
Mr. Ooknlcband Sing:ai ll:cn n:ovrd a molu.tiOD fftommendfng to tha OOTcmmenl 

to stop t-he sale of toontry liquor in the rural art>a or Damob District from January ntxt.. 
Mr. De Clppt'Srd the reroluUon on the grcund that the coneomplion of forei~tn liquor 

would he inorrat~d if the mle of eoootT)' liquor was Elopprd and people would lake to 
Ulieit disJillBI ion. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Raghavtodra Rao, lfini&ter in charge of the Excise Dt>partmmt, 
MEUrtd the Hove t.hat be wculd perwnaUy ion&tigate into tho mr~ttcr, aa the mowr 
raised a qotatiou aftecti11g GovnnmeDt'a t:nite policy. The rf"f&Jotion was put to TOte 
aud declared curird by 29 again8t 11 votet. The Bouse tbcn adjourned. 

.Governor's Certification. 
Out ol a total f.Dm of B& 15.84,897 under various b£adanfosed by the C. P. Council 

H. E. the Onv~rnor certified amounts tota.Ulnfl RP. 8tt7,859 aa m~ential to the di!
ebarge of bis rtspoDF-ibitilita for adminia:tration, Tho det'Riis are as follow : Bll'. 6,60,000 
ondt!r the head Land lkvrnue (Rrur"VI'd); R& 19,2&0 under the ht"Sd For('&t. (Rfsei't£d)i 
RB. 1,42,699 und.er the bt"&d Gtneral Adrotnittrntion (Rc&ctwd}; and Bt~. 6,!11 0 ur.der tho 
head Police (RtEenrd). The GMetD111rnt r~.eoJvt.ion rnys that the rtmaining J't'ducliona 
mnde were in the nature of t(lk('n cuts which wm be constdertd by the GovernmrDt in 
due count". The rt>duc~ion under the Urad Land Rnl'nue would be throwing cnt ol 
employment 4.4.6 0f!Tc:Jnment «-nantt, (ltnr:an('nt or turpnraly It is a leo obvious tbat 
if tho trained fctthttn:t tta:l wne dilla.nt!td it wcu!d Lc: difficult to nf£<mblc U. again 
later on.. 



B. & Q. Legislative Council. 
'lbo flm mceUng or the Third 1.\donned Bihar anti Orrista Ltgtslatlvo Counon wu 

he1d at Patna on th& lSrb JANUARY lU.U~ After swearing in of mcmben tho Chairman 
announced that His E:zCf"Uency tho Goveinor bas approvt'd or the oleotiou of Ktu..n 
llabadnr Khwaja Mahomr!d Noor as. t be Presidmt of tho Coune\1. Tho new Ptttklcnt 
then took t~e chai! and :nr~ooa 11f:Ctions ?I the Houae and ~riJlndeta joined in con. 
gratuJRUng h1m on bli eJectum. The Counc1l then adjnomrd till ntxt day when M.r: 
8. !II, Mabonly waa ol<C)od the D<puty Proildont of the Oonnoll. ' .. 

, The Govemorla Speccb. 
. On the HTH JANUARY, addre,.lng the new C.une!l, His ll=>flonoy Sir Hon17 

Wheeler said t:bat ft bad ~ his good fortune to havP. been asaooiated With two Legilln.tive 
Oouucila daring his term of office and bertjofoed to believe thAt working together, 'bey 
bad been able to do ~thing for the benctlt -of lbe prop1fl of tho province., He O?Uitt oniJ' 
hope that that record might. contiuoe to bo maintained. The anle wi&h of the wboto Govern· 
mtlnt, addt!d His EzeeUeocy, was to furLher tbe progreu of Bibllr and Oritm and they 
asked their wbo1c-heartcd .help in their eJfort.a towarda that end. Penonall7, he wonld 
only aeo the start of t.heir ootter bat the btoginning not infr~n,ntly defined character of 
the whole aud ao long as he remained bert", be wouJd follow t,hcir pr()CC(dln~ wiLb 
deepeat Interest and with the e:arnt"st hope that they mfgbt proto to be wile, ftoitCulr.ud 
bt>neficlal. 

Congrat.ulatlng Khan Babadur Khwaja M.ahomed NoGr on tbe ekclion aa tho Prt'al· 
dent of the OouueU, Ria Escelleney expreuet.l t.bo hop:t lhRt his t-enure of office mis:ht be 
smooth and &nccessl'nl. The Khan Bahndor, u.td Hf a E~llencyt bad airea,ly given 
practical evidence in tha paat Coaneils of bit fitneu for tbe p01t to wblcb, thcrdor..•, be 
did not como untried., It moat be gratifying to him ,., feel that he contiuul"d to 911}'l1 
tbe oonfideuao of his fellow members., Suftleient experience of tlJe new Council• hrul now 
been had to .demonstrate to aU tho impottnnoe of the prealrling olftocr. To him wq 
mtruatcd lhe duty of ensurin~ that tho proceedingt of tho Councfl wcro conducted. in a 
dignified and or..!erly fashion and ho bad a right to exptct fullest co-operaUou o[ aU 
members irrcapcc~i.J'e ol party in diseha.rgtug this usponstbUtty. 

Voting on Supplementary Demand. 
On lbe 17TH JANUARY public gal!erl .. were fully pocked In •lew of thelntcreat 

aroused in the eonatitutfonal ft:sue raised by the 8warajiata over what they tbOUJbt waa 
a vio!atiou. of tho constitutional eonvent1on b7 the Mlnfstetsln aeet"pling oftlco wJthout 
commn.nding a majority of cJceted mmabert of the Council and not advising t bo Oovemor 
to eaU upon the leader of tho Swarai Party (wbicb according to tbem wae tbe largl"lt 
part.y) to [orm a Ministry. · 

Opportunity WM tabu b7 the Swarajfata to discu&ll thfa queetlon onrter a mollou 
for eupptomentary demand for providing Ra. U,OOO for teaching accommodation for •be 
Jamabcdpur Ttohnical School. The debate Jailed lot t.ho wbolo day. itfr. Srl Krishna 
Singb, leader of tho Swaraj Part.y, stated that eormitoUonally tbe Ministt:ra bad no 
businc&i to continuo fn offico when t.ht>J did not have behind them tho aupport of a 
maJority of eJected memben. They could not exist mCRJy on the anp(!Orlt of omoiAl and 
uominated mt>mbers.. 

Tho Hon'b1e Sir Fakbruddin (Miuistcr o! Ettucation) rrplitd tbat ho knew no 
instance in lbe British consUtotion in which a k'ador bad refutt'd to form a M.lnlatry whrcn 
caned upon b7 tho King to do to. Thottgh be belined that d;prohy wu not. perfrct, 
they tbouJd at any rate work it. to point out the defceta thert•in io. order to r~cUfy t~ru. 
and gain more pown1. PenonaHy he waa pnparrd to rea.igu tt1 pro,Wctlthe Swar&Jlatt 
were a1to prepared f.o accept office and 11houlder tho responaibHttJ. 

On diYiafou being oaUt'd the motion for supplementary demand wu canied by fS 
votceagainat 33 of the Swarajista. Tbc Collllcll then adjourned t.Ul the ltLh Fe\.JJPary. 

Buclgot for 19Z7·Z8. 
On tho HTH FEBRUARY tho Hou. Mabaraj& Bahadu Kcsba• Pra1a<l Siogh of 

_l>nDII&OU, Fiuauee M.<mber, mode hlo first budget opctth !u I be Counell while prcunling lbe 
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budget csUmatea for 1927·28. At. tbe outset tho Finance Member rmphaatEed the fact t.bat 
the syftcm of pablio fiuanee should Dol ODIJ be weU-designcd bot WfJl .. ondcfltOOd and 
jea1onsly maintnioed and it was in ovuy way to be deaiffd that people's repreaentath'ea. Jn 
the CouDell ahcoJd rraii&e their lt'JPOD&ibiliUea with regard to it and tho cloao oounect10n 
bdwttn the fhiancial propoeala of tho Government aa aet forth in the budget and the 
praQtical wtll·being o.f filcnt mitlions whom the represented .. 

Becelpt ond E:pendlture. 
Coming to tho budget proper and finanafal position of tbe. province, th'! Finance 

Mtmber stated that tht-y anhcipated starting tbe canent year wi\b " balance of ]nat over 
S croru bot when tho final aceoonta were made out tb{'J provetl to have a balance of 
some Re. 20 lakha more tbau thc7 e:zpeetrd, the figure being Rs. 2124,87,000 tnctudiug 
theordinatJ balanceanUableforgeneral purpose~ of Re.. 1.68,18,000 o.nd Ba. 6~24,000 
in t.he Famine lne:nrauce Fund. Tho dUiereneo waa principally duo to tho revenue nf 
the lae~ yt'ar beiDg Bt. 11 Iakbs above and expenditure debi'tablo to rnenae Ba. ~ .lakha 
below t.bc revised nUma.to of tbat year. Doting the earrent year th~7 now ant.icJpated 
that revenue would amount toRs. 6.12,01,000 or about Rt. 9 lakh1 more than t1~c budget. 
trd figuro of Be. 6 65,83

1
0001 while on tho other side of the: accoaut they anticipated tbat 

u:penditure d~bltablO to re-venue would smount to Be. 6,13,15JOOO or about 1 and t.brec
fomtb Jakbe more than the figure of Rs. 6,11,59,006 originally anticipated &nd provided 
in the current yea1'11 budget. Whereas their total revenue wa111 expected to amount to 
1lB. 6,67.42,000, thdr total npcndituro debitable to rennue omitting provi&ion for neW' 
rebtmea was expected to amount toRs. 51861"21 1000 or abont 18 Jakbs more tban their 
revennl:". Tba. corll('-r atone or thelr financial erUtice waa t.he relation bet,vtea. tbetr 
ennue &Dd rntooe ezptnditoro &nd it woultl therefore be at once recognised that tbero 
was groond for ~eriotus tbongbt wlwn they would have to enter opoo.tbe now 7ear with 
their eziadng liabilities well ahrad of their revenue~ H~, howncr. maiutained that the 
ootloo_k was not 10 gloomy as it might at fint aigbt appmr and ao would sum up the 
vituatton by eaying that failing a breakdown of excise revenue the1r pror;pecta sbooJd 
improve during the Dt'Xt three year& but OWing rat.ber lo feductfon or UpcnditUtc thaD. 
to incnaae of revenue. In their prneot po$iUoo, it wBB not considered aafe to incur 
new expenditure to tho ntent of moro tban 17 and tbree-foorth lakba. or !.he monoy 
avai!ablo for new &ehemca 0 lakhs and 19 thooaande had been allooat.ed to the Reserved 
and 12 Jakhs and 67 thousands or more than twice &!I much to the traneft'rre.i5 Taking all 
tbeee I!TOpoeRis their total revenue expcnditoro would amount to Be.. 6J147t000 and total 
n:~ndttore to Ra. 6,84:.01,000. They would dum cJose the ytu with tho balance of 
Re.. 1,44.25,000 or which Rs. 8~ 16,000 would be in Famine In&ura.nco Fond whilo their 
ordinary balacee wotdd amount to oulylts. GS laldu!. 

Oonolud~ng, tho Finance Member eaid that tbey batl a aerfP.S of good yean and 
Go"Ye:rnment Ul their wisdom had taKen toll advantage oJ' them. What were viaiona in 
1912. Wffll now aolid :rtaiitiel, They bad a Univer&ity, a Medical College and an Engi
nettmg Collf'ge. ScbooJs and hoe:pttala bad been increased and improvtd beyond all 
knowledge. Nearly hn.lf a crore of ttcurring expenditure on tbe trantfeued na.Uon· 
building department& had been lncurud during tbe last four )'('af8. Bat n W&'8 ohvious that 
the JlOOrt.at provinoo in India eoulrl not go on Sndeftnlt.ely adding to Us permanent 
burd~na at this rate. Be hoptd that thia timo next year: the outlook would , be brighter 
than 1t wM to.daz. 

1 

SeU-Go'm"llment In Chota Nagpur. 
. On lhe 18TH FEBRUARY' a long diacuulon centred on tbe fil'llt non omcial rtBoJu .. 

tlOD on the agenda paper demanding tbat the privilege of electint: uon·oftlcial chairmen 
abould be extt>ndP.d to district boa-rds in Chota Nagpur. 

Rahu Sri Kri&bo~ Singh (leader of the Svuuaj PartJ) moving thia reaolutfoo mid that 
Chota Nagpur was ODJil&tly depri'ftd er· an important political right Tho Loca.t Self
Government Act was intt-ndrd to train pt>Opie in the art of -&eli·go~ernmr.nt and it bntl 
a great direc~ in'fiafnee on pnblio lift", aa people in villages were dirtcUy connected with 
aff~hs ~ dlst.tJct boards and tbc>y properl7 ond~retood them. lie traced Lord Ripon's 
po11c.! Wtlb ugard to Jccal kJ.f.government in lndl& and pointed out that it waa hia 
~o•ne draire to see lbat the canso of local ae1f.gowrnment advanced in thta COtnltlJ' 
He hoprd that tho Connell W(IUJd re5!h.tu ita verdict in favour or the resolution. • 

Bai Dahadur S.nat Cbnndra Ray moved an amendment that the hoard abould be 
em~owered to elect chairmen from among thtmselv.., o8lcia.l or non·officiaJ or from 
on11nde.. • 
be t ~thbu :lidbar Samal (Deprtm"d Clan-tl!} opposing the leiOlotlon sa.td that it would 

0 e a nnlege ot tho ptopJc of Cbola Nagpar that the Government were the Cll8tG-



diana of their iotereata. Wben the proper time came tbe Gove-rnment would give them 
that privilege. He complained ot the di~abiUUea lmpoaed upon tbcru bJ the higher 
eaatea and potnted oat that no regard wat paid by them to their intereara Only Govern· 
men\. and tbe Chl'i!lti&n misslonsriea lr&d done &OtQntblog tor theJr a.ivaa.ce~etU;. 

llr._ SUton (Cbiet Secretary) on behalf of tho Government stlt.ted tb.at he waanrprli!d 
at thta demand being put forward by Bibarl and Orlya. members who btt.d their own 
preeaing questions to cona1der. Hla ob!ervatJooa were b:~t&l on personal knowiOOga antl 
not ou abstract theories. He bad worlwd iu Chota Nagpur in bit o!llcfal oapaeU.y for 
10 JmiS and be bad therefore come into cloee aonnectiou with tbe peoplo l.hcre. lt ... or 
lbe backward arena the Government waa a pemm1 ami aa l.hetr motions did not extend. 
beyond the limits of tbe dfstrt~ and their 'l'iaioo waa reatrietC'd tbe Government wu de 
facto the Dlatriot Oftloer. Oo aecou.nt of their baokwatduus tho Govetoment wu bound 
to take care of tboae classes.. M.r. Hammond pointed out that they b•d oftloial chairmen 
to pror.e.n eolbery interret.a and to aee that jaetice wu done to ®lliery ownen. 

The. ammdment was lost and the main rt10luUon was carried, 52 voting for and 39 
agaluat ~~ rbe Council then adjoum<d. 

Committee to Eoqoirc Into Coal Depression. 
On the 21ST FEBRUARY tbe eoal indoatr7 and the BAnthal P;trgaau diattlet 

figured in tho deb!\ta in tbe Cooooil, whea. tWI) non·offioial mwlutiuns were mo'fed 
demandlug a committee of eJJqniry into tho C&.uiCi of the heavy deprfE.Bion Jn tbtt coal 
indaatey 111 tbe Ptovlnco and extention of the (lperatiOD of lbe Loeal Self·Got'ernment 
(Amendment) Act (1923) to the district of the Ssnthlll Parganst, 

Babo Jagat Narnio Lal, pleader, of tho independent Congress PArty, movc.la tesolu. 
tiun urging the appointment of a committee of enquiry into l.ba cau!tB or the hl'avy 
depressi~n in tho coat iudoatry with a view to aug.gt"SLing meaus to remove them. 
Within the year 192j-25, 156 companies hnd c10tll!d down.. Tba Jndoitry had been 
greatly handicapped owing to enhaUC>~ raHway and shipping rater. 

Babu Go:r Bahay LA! moved au ame-ndment. that enquiry be made wlth speciAl 
l'efereuee to the fostering of the by-products retntfog to coaL 

Mr. Devakl Prubad Sinha pointed out that aocb a oommlttee would 00 futUt, a.a tlto 
remwr or the anuKB lay witlt the Gowernmenl of lndia, and &bo Local Govcromcnb had 
11otblng to do with the qaestion involvetL 

Mr. Lewis (Revenue Secrel.ary) explaining the atlltade of the Gove-rnment. aaJd that 
the resolution raised an all-India tuue with whicb. tho Local Oovemmen\ wu not con• 
cerned. The deprenion was not doe to local facts. On tbt~ aaauranca gl,ea by Mr. 
Ba.mmond, leader of the Honit"1 that a &mall commiLtee would be acceptable t.o the Govern· 
mcntt under certain 1imito.tlons, t.be reaoJatiou wa-a ultimately withdrawn. 

BaLn Ram Dayaln Sinha, Swarajlst, moved that operation ot tbe Local ::ieJf.Qovern-.. 
mmt Act be extended to the Santhal Parganae. 

Mr. Hammond, on behalf of the Government, ~ppoaed the motion and obscrvetl that the 
Sanlbals we-re a aimple and eredalolUI peoplo, and tbey need€d protection, fttttly, from the 
preB!lore or JandlordP, secondly from mont'ylcnders, and LbirdJ7 from the evil ollitfga.r.roa. 

The resolntlon was carrit.'d by 41 votel to 88,. 
Adminiatratfon of Sona Canalt .. 

On tho 22ND FEBRUARY1 Kumar llajiva Banj~ton Prasbnd SinhA moved 4 resolution 
demanding a commil.tee of enquirJ into t.bo grict'&Dctl of enltivatora Jn regArd Lo the 
admini~ttration of l.be Bone Canals and to ntgge&t. meaaurea for aaording rend'. The 
grit!vanet!s were matnl7 enbanced water ratu, intufftcleaey of water aupplf&.:l, frrrgu· 
larity of 1upply and reJasaUon ot aupcnfsion over tbe lubordloate atnif or the canal-. 
R'A.i Bshrulur Dishon 8wantp, Chief Engineer, replying on bcbalt of the Government, 
stAted that. dnrlng tbe Jf'&H 192-S. 192,, and 192& tbe Government convened three con .. 
ferencea of ofHctala and DOil·OfficJala to auggoat n.IJ poatible improvementt with f~ga.rd to 
the admiuitt.ratlon. Constant e.fforts were made to enquire Into Lbe compJalnta ttl31:te 
alld tbe Govunment bad done eveeytbing that eonJd reasonably be dono to meet them. 
Under the aircumatancta there wu no :oeeeaslty tor a committee. 

Tbe reaolotion was ultim:atei,T carried without a d1vhfon.. 
AnoLher n-aolotion wbicb a«upted much timP, w11a noga1'ding tl1e Improvement. in 

the pay and prospect& of members of tho nborrlinate cd11C$Uoual 1'31TiCE'1 eevcral members 
repretOiltiDg tbat tbtJe men were poorly paUL The rtSOioLioo waa carried by 36 vote& to S~ 

The Budget Diacnuion. 
a~neral discn'lllion of the Bndget eommenecd on the 24-TH FEBRUARY and con· 

tinned till the next day. On tbe last day in eumming up tbe diaeoslion ~be Hon'bfe 
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Mabani& Bahadtn' of DaJmraon, the F'nanc3 MP.mber, claimed tho'lt the naUon-buflcUng 
depar&mMJta bad hem mort' generooaty treated fn Bihar than In any other province In 
India. He srated that 1inca the int-roduction of reforms, the totiiLl f'xOAndilnre tltat bu 
bern inetUTPcl ou now cchPmca on the resened elcle was Rls 4,17,000 n-cnrrlng aud 
Ra. 4:7,66.000 non-ncurrlnJ!. On tbe tmnaferrod oide correa-pontting fiROfe! wea 
Ra. 1,4!1,SO,OOO neu.rring and R~r. 1,28,R1,000 no.n-ncnrring. A~ain comparing tbe ez~n· 
diture of 1921-92 with th01e of 1927·28 e:a:clndtng non-eff,.a.tJ.ve cl1ar~, they found 
that there had been an iucrease of only 11 per cent nuder Rea.1ned tide, wbU~t under 
Trtr.naferral the tncrt"&ae wu one or 65 per cent. They had fncurred neafly half orore 
of new recu~ring ap&runtore on the tmusferred departments. Be did not believe thll1i 
there wat an;r otber provincet in India that could sh~w sa.eh a record. 

Voting on Budget Demando. 
On the &TH MARCH tl"' Connell vet d three budget demnnda of Bo. 21,66,508, 

Rtl.. 19.69,118 ~nd Ra.. S,ot,69S tn rupect ot laud reveno«-, txcise aod stamps respectively. 
A tobn cat of Rs. 100 was moved en the netse demanr1 to urge the prohibition by the 
Qo9gntllPnt, but wu ultimately ,,.iected. The Govforument pointed nut that the po)icy of 
total prohibttlon Was not f't'Mible from a p-n~tteal point of view althongb tba Govern
ment bad alwaya aimed at a policy of muJmum rerenae and minimum consumption. 

AequlalUon of Private Foresta in Chol& Nagpur. 
On t.be 'lTH "liARCH by 66 votes to 33 the Cnuncil l't"fosed provision ot 

Rs. 1 .. 00,600 ror acquisition. of pdvatn fort"Sts of Chota NB~!!po.r. Non.omchd member~ 
wbo moved omtniou of this ilcni urged tbnt acqutaition of these forest& mrant eucroaoh· 
meut upon I he r4tht1!1 of Jand-Jorda ~nd tenants and the Government should oot follow 
this poiicy of aeqoisition. The Government ftplied tl1at rnpi1l denudation ol private 
forests ot CbOin Nngput bad bt>oome a mattl"r of serioos pubJic coneern nnd the onlJ 
fiJt>ctiYe s.'\!Yatlon of these foresls lay In acqultrition. The Government was, thereto~, 
a.iming at conaerva.tlnn of the forests which would in courae of time prove to be remu
nerative as wellaa of grea~ utUi.ty in removing ouo or the caoaea o[ flood.a in Orhsea. 

Censure Motion on M:inist.era· Def.,.ated. 
On tbe STR MARCH the Swatajfst members in the ConncU mised once again 

a eonstU.nUonal debate 1n moving a token cut of Rs .. 100 ou the demand for M.Jniatets' 
mlo.ri~ 

Bnbu Nina. Narny~n Singh (Sw:najist) who moved the cut mid tha~ the motffln was 
Intended at':. vote of c~sure against the pre&t.Ut Minist.e ra tnd ll~atost the Minf~ttry. 
Hts ~rat. gnevanco :~..ga.lnst ibP.- Ministers was tbnt thty vioJated the vuy spirit of the 
const.ttutlon in acce-pimg the of!loe without enjoying tho eonfidenee of a maj:nrlty of ;:::ed ~r=~ncl ~"::oo.in not adviatog Hie Exet>llrncy tbe Gnvernor to in-.tte tbe Swauj 
tb T Y w c 1\ wae tbe majority J'&rt..y. Tbe constit..otion meant that Mini•tera 

nuld d~Pf-Dd on a majority nf eJect.ffl: membtn. No instauCP contiun-l"d. the spe!lkM", 
:::~~~0~:~ w:bre H~tnls~a had violated the conttitution ~~ such a manner. H~t 
oftieP: It · e mfsten! bad not enunciated any definite -policy tn their term of 
theseP Mf =a gn;!t slur on the Province that no caprtble men could b:t {:'i11Dd to replace 
b h ~ 1 "· w had bft!n appointed. for the third tim~ Th11s thf'l member& otbt'r 

t ant e Swata)lat& w~re refu10ed tlm opportunity or shouldering ibe mponslbilily. 
had !:thabee~~bmfdhu Maha:tbl (Onata}, supporting the motion, complainffi t.bat Otiua 
the claim of 0 },..'nlaoproperlh' 1

1 
!~elln the administration ol the province aDd pitt (orward 

Dab ~ • r a 1tt w.l1l ater. 
w1lo btul ~n!!':::t!oskra: ~~po&td tba motion as he thought that. the prescn~ lr!illiatert 

The Hon'ble~ Mr. r HI ou not bo cen.tnretl like that. 
enjoy the- confidence 

0
f tb "Hmondt speaking on the motion, &at.id that tbe Mioieters tbould 

to the saUafactlon of e nuse as a whole.. The Minfatera hnd dftcbarged their dof.it'a 
the tbtrd Minister far 

0 
tre e~atod mtmbers of the Council. Ae re1!3rda the to~eatinn for 

Miniltel' from 
0 

teaa r asa1 Mid that. in the first; Rdormed Government they had a 
the ba•ia of olai~a ~~ 1 He uf~intt>d Ollt tbat the representation on the MiniLttr1 on 
a true lk'nsc of nationar ~t and communities was destmotiYe of the tlevttlnpm('ut of 
received due conaid~ratlon lBIDH tb was wrong to my that the o1alms of Oria&A bad not 
members to raise this. .. e ou~bt that It was not tbo proper time lor the Orlisa 
of t.ludr abtlity and enjoya::~J!saut".fi The Mtniaten had df~cbaTg<"d their duties to the best 

Khan "Babadur 11 1 con deuce of the Council ae conAt.itu~l. 
of the Swaraliata waa to a'= t~aim, npposlng the motion. enfd that the who1e lt14!a of 

w o eonat.itutlon and ma.k.e the Government lmpoasiBle aa 
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they had come with a definite pled-Ee n4t t,o accept offie!. tt WAit thererore, tha dut7 ot 
those mom~rs who 1~n-rl come to work the Reforms to support the Minisb!rt wbo had dono 
('S.oelle.nt work and enJoyed the [aUest confidence or membeta or the Bouaa barring the 
Swara]i&ta. 

Bab~ ~jaudhari Sfn~b1 oppn&i~ the motion, tatd tl1at the M.inlatera bad not vhla.ted 
the eonstttnt-10it aa tbey knetlf t-hey enioyed the eonfidcnet~ ot the people. • 

The Hou'blo lb. Gallft1h Dutt Siog:h (Minla\et' for Local Self.Qovornm~t} rap lying 
eald be knew that aaa \liniater, he was not a pP,:rmaneot fis:t.ure n"'r would 

1
thoso w~ 

nooeeded him. The Oriasa mcmbera wanted & third Miuiater and tb&t wu why l.b~ 
had jnined in the motion for cet110.re. Rut that wae for t.be- Government and Hll 
lh:eelleney to decide. He knew that the Swarajlstt had t.heit block in UJfll Connan but 
barring them, be claimed that he and his eo1ltaJEue-, Sir Syed Mahomed F~kroddio' had 
a larger following than any otber members in the CooneU. • 

Tbe Hon'ble Sir Syed Mabomed Faltrllddtu, 'Minister ot Education, nplytng o.id 
tbat after Bix yan of strenaou.s wo-rk to adnoee the educational progrea of the 
Province, he fot~nrl that ~preiiS.iona and ~staru were used against him which went highly 
disappointing. It waamid that miniateuhip wns swfft and tempting to him. He would 
tell them that it wa• not swtet bot sour. (A. voice: Wby not reslglt it 1) He had a high 
position in the Ba.r wi~h no minillterlal l't'&ponsibility and worries. The Oriya memberw 
said that they bad nothing personally against the Minister, If so, why tbonld th1')' jilin 
Sn tbia motion of centore which chaUcnged the cbaracter and honour of Hinistera r It 
was wrong to say that M.inlstera bad violated the const.ttutlonal convention. 

Motion Lost. 
On a di-vieion the motton was ultimately rej'!Ct.ed by 4t votes to 87. Members from 

Orissa kep~ ueatral. 

Government House Garden Part.iea. 
By a majority or Sf votes to !S, the Council rejected and dipociattd itself from tho 

motion for a token cut of R1~ 100 for proviaion for staff and boascbold of H. E. tho 
Governor. 

Mr. Devald Prasad Sinha (lndapendeo~ Congress Party) who was the author of thls 
1\\0tion criticised the managr-ment at gardrn part-ie. or the Government Houae and 
888erted that a dia.t.inctton was drawn behveen indian and European go.eete. A number 
of membera made speeches diuociatiog tbemae1vea from the motion. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Hammond (leader of the House), Jt"plying, said that Hit Euellency 
tbe Govunor accept:~ fnll respJosibility for the man~t.gement of bJa partica and be dht 
not desin that any o~ioial mem~ sboo1d defened tho bon.aehold management on the fioor 
of the Hqase. He cnut.inofii that in discnuiog this they~ could not separate the hoat 
from hospft.atity. He pointed oat that there were two kinds of goet~ one wbo &coopted 
tbc hospitality nod the other who) on political coneideratioD&s did not accept it. But the 
mover wanted to create a tbircl kind of gucats to which tndl& was unacc.aatomed and tho 
Houge wented u they enjoy the hospitality and would at the same time etitictse and 
cavil at lt. Tho Council then a.-tjourocd. 

MlnlsteB' Salaries Voted. 
On the 9TH MARCH bJ a. majority of 6S votes to 35- the Connell rejected another 

SW'a.ra.jist motion for the total omission of th& proviafon -of Ba. 1,15,91l for the !ltnisterl! 
Swarajiata tabled thi! motion agai111~ the dyarchioal ayat.em of Government. 

Mr. Kriahna Ba11ab Sabay, Swatajiat, who ml)ved for the omiuion of thla provL!Ion 
pointed out tbat the D,fVOiotion Rote 6 ~nt.ttled the Govemor.Gonera1 to snapend or revoke 
the transferred department. Role tO made the services not subordinate to t.bo M.inistera 
but to tbe Gov.ernnr. Section 53 (3) tDilde the Hiniatera mere a~vitert. Seotioo 82 
entitl«!d t.be Governor to withhold his aaaent from any act or the Council and &ctfoa. '11 
directed tbat. no appropriation of revenues could be mfl.de except wilh tho oonaent of the 
Governor. How could a Minister ba said to havo any powers1 Wbile other count.rle~ 
eontinued the Bpeakert bave complet«od the progreu of literacy, [odfs bM progreaed from 
S·l in 1891, to &·1 in 1921 and to 6 6 in 1925. At this rate Hteracy wooJd be oompJete in 
oo yeau. Bihar made ~~- progren thAn Judia a• a wbo1e. T-echnical edoeat.ion bad 
been started long belore the Reforms~ lf the Reformed Government could boast of 
engiaeerfug and mOOical co1ltgea the pre-Reform Government could boast of the Go•t. of 
India Act whiCh bad given more powel'8 to t.bo Governor anrl mado MJn:laten povverlen. 

Mr. Sridhar Samal (Depressed classta) opposJng the motion uid that tbe queation of 
Hindo·HaaliD:\, Brabmin·Nou-Brabmin dUicrence s had to be settled before the, de:nand 

{9 
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Swaraj~ lt was wrOJlg to say that tho Rc~orms had not given them anything, He tboogbt 
that. the con'BlitnUonal advance 'BbGuld bo tn stages. 

Mr. Sri Krishna Siugb (leader of the ~warai PartyJ supporting the moUon aa:d that 
h bAd t the higbeat r•:spect for the Mlm&ters;: but. be condemned the. system of d!arcby. 
Bee con~ded. that the Government or India. Act had giv<!D the Gavernor gTeater p~wera 
with rrga.rd td' tbe t.ransft!ned depattmenttt. The G~vernor dealt with the Mam~ 
H ratcJy and onru1ed them when he b&:ppeucd to ddfer from. them. Then he urged 
th~ the M.initt.era be givt:n a I~ band Wtth rrganl to lbe Rdmmiatration of the trana
ferrtd depart menta. He then pomted out that they bad not ~e power of the ~u"Ae. By 
\be Rcfmms tbere was no chango 1n the &y~ of ndmlnitlratton .a~l the. atlml~iatrntiou 
hnd become more e:r.pentoive. Tbia was adm1ltl!d even by tl~o M10;1stors 1n tbetr m~mo
nndum to the Reforms Enquiry CommlU.ce.. By not aHowmg thts ayatem to con~mue 
thf'J would show tbat. this Government waa not carried on by the const!ot ol the people. 
He aaktd t.b~ bow they eould 'f&nction a system of Gonrnment which hnd no real 
powers~ Some mtmbera sa.w the band o1 t~e wn;:eker in tbJs motion, but posterity woold 
judge it their &ction was not guided by natwna.l1mpolse. 

Mr Cha~bwar Prasad Narayan Sinha opposing tho motion said that there wns 
no u~ wby a section of the JWOple ba.vin.g faith in working the Reforms should bo 
obstructed by another section which ha1l no faith in it. 

'Rat Sbtraj Kri&bna (SwarajhJI) supporting the motion B$kt'd if 6 years of working 
the Reforms bad nut revealed to them that it had nothing in it. 

The Bon. Sir SJed. Mahomed Fn.kbruddin, Minister of Edu.eation, rep1ylng, saitl tbat 
hisviewaaboutdiarchy were well·known. He admitftd that there wnc defeeta in It 
and that M.ioiate111 bad to work under various rtsttictions. He bimaelt wanted that tbo 
ll)'ate:n should be cbangrd. Tb~y bad on their part inspitc o[ these ut~trictions and Jimf· 
lations dono t.bclr but. He then rderred to the educational progre11s made in the 
provin~ - . 

Tho motion was ultimately J'ejroted by 6S '\'OU8 to S6. Then the whole demand uf 
Rs. 60,99,515 under general admtnistration was put to vote and agTCt•tlto. The demand 
under Administration of Juetioo wu being discosaed. when the Council acljoumed. 

Dllma.nd under Justice and Jails. 
On the lOth MARCH the Councn voted demands of Ra. 29,15,69! an1l Rs. 17,06/{~8 

fOI' r.dministra\ion o-f justice and iRUI and contict aet.tlement respectively. Tbere was 
a discussion on a to\en cut of Bs. 100 propo&M on the ndmintatraUon of justice :ln tbe 
cou11e of wbieh the member& ealled attention to the delay in giving effect to the proposal 
of M!JlMation of the iodieial and executive fnncLiona and urged the appointment of a 
Muslim Judge on the bet~ch of the Pn.tna Higb Conn. 1t waa repli&l on behalf of the 
Gonrnment t.bat the recommeDdationa of tbe locn.l Governm~nt with regard to tho pro• 
posal of ~epa ration of iudiclal and executive hmoliooa were nnder consMeration of the 
Government of lndi& and the Government would in fut.u.re moat ca.reful1y consider tho 
proJ?riety and ~rsirabllitY, of appointing a Yua~alman as a Hfgb Court Judge. The 
monon waa ultunately w1thdrawn.. The demand under ''Police" was being discuiSt'd 
when tho ConncU adjourned. 

On tbe 11TH MARCH the Connell voted a number of badg~t deml\ods for grants 
fncladlng Ra. '18)8~,181 for l)olieo and Rs. l,S9,791 for Education {lteservt:d) respectively .. 
Hll Ez.cellency Su Henry Wheeler and '!Lady Wheeler were pruent lo the Distinguished 
Visitors Galtery. • . 

PrimMJ Education in Bih&-r. 
On the HTH MA.RCR the Council discussed the Swarajfst motion for a token out of 

Bs. 100 in the demand for education (transferred). A numbl!l' of memb!!ra including 
Kr. Ra~aJaLU Sinh&, mover, Mr. Nirsu Narayan Singh and M.r. Mabarak AH took the 
oppotl.llDlty to disc~ the edoen.tion policy and caU attention to spe!cific questions 
()Onntcted with i_t. The. mover antl Mr. Ninu Narayan Singh cent-red t-heir criticism on 
primary ~educat10n wb1~b tbe-y ~nsld~red hn.d no~ sufficiently advanced and urged that 
local bodtee should be g1w.n free- d18Ctet1on to work out the education policy rvga.rding 
primary education. Mr. Nirsu Narayan eharneterised tho policy as detrimental to tho 
intf!reata of the people and anerted thllt, during the J~ 6 Je&r& M.inlstera of Etlncation 
had not laid down any definite policy witb. regs.rd to primary ,education which wnt most 
e&teUt.ial for educating the manta. 

M.r~ Mubarak Ali drew attention to Moslem education in the province and demn.nded 
that fair· treatment tbonld be accorded to it. 

B~n. Si~ Fakbtoddtn, M.tnieter of Education, replying, assured the memben that it was 
not h1a poh07 to impose an;y rcatrie\iont upon local bod.lee wir.h uga.rd to any pro-
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gramme of primary edocatton. He would be the last penon to interfere with tho 
diactetion of tbe local borifea In working onl a programme_ If any .reatdcHona had been 
put, they bad been put from bona ftil motives. It waa tbe d~!re of tbe Go'A!rnm.en~t- to 
see that primary eduCI\tion. waa spr .. a:l aa quickly as poseible. But the whole qneatiou 
was nbout [nuda. 'rhe Bon. 'M.iniltter bad not. eouclud~d hi& apeceh when the CounoU 
adjourned. 

Mr~ Hammond Con.srslo'atcd. 
On the 15TH MAI\CB, t.ho Council rtassembUng, mt'mbera from aU aectioos and 

party groups took opportunity to oongrafolate the Hon'blo Mr, Hammond (leader of tho 
Boos(") on his new ap-pointment as Governor o[ Auam .. 

Mr. Sri Krishna liingb, leftdcr of the Swarajya Party, llcllrt Ma.barak AU,. DeTald 
..Prand Sinha and Sri Krishna Matmpa.tra and otben participating in chorna of cougratu4 
lations wished Mre Hammond &neceas in his new ualted office. 

The Hon'ble; Mr. Hammond thanked them in teply and said t.ha.t he was. very BOttJ 
to leave Bihar with which he had old aBSOeiaUons.. 

Voting on Budge~ Gtanta Concluded. 
To~day was the last day for voting on Government Bnd&at demands for grantt. At 

five in the evening the guillotine wns applied and all tbe remaining Oov&nmeat demondt 
were put to vote and canied~ The Council adjourned tiU nut dAy wben aupplemezU.arJ 
de111ands "ere taken up~ 

Sir H. Whcellll'• F....,well Address. 
On the 16TH MAROH, in bls farewell addreu to the Dlhllr aud Orissa. Lt>gltllltive 

ConooiJ, His E:rcelleney SJr Henry Wheeler said that he did not leave tho protlnce 
in a vtatc of finanoisl despondency in which be found it and he :rep:arded it wit.h 
sntfafaetion that they, under the consHtnUon aa it Blood, wbatenr might be t.heir 1'iewa 
r('ga.rding it, ba1l been able to do aome work of value. Relating the 'parabio ot the 
Stranded wayfarer, His Excellency exhorted them to face facta, shoulder londs, weJoomo 
the heJp of aU who offered it;, trust to a wise leader and disregard fatse guides and l8t 
forth along the winding road ju good heart and with single-minded aiocerlty of purp010 
and tbe dawn woahl sec thiml home. Ho a!i!Dred them t.bat lhey bad many official weU· 
wishets on their }oorney. Soma of them perchance were apt to regard them u lho 
hosta of the maidan prowling round and round, ot.bcn to resent ft. when they depre:catOO 
short. cuts or poiute.l out fa1ae trials. But offioia.la, ho contioued, had already eharu<l 
the [atigue of many a hott long and duaty march and they oilered them their help oa 
th9 remaind~r of tho way. 

Concludtng, His Excellcney taid that tbey had come to a &Lage together and ~Is 
good·will went with them on thereat of th3 roate. '.l'o all who bad helped in acoompHI!biDg 
wbatover during the last five yen.re b&d been acbievtd, be oft'ered bia siooereast personal 
acknewlcdgmenf.s and his parting wiahea were for the welfare of them all and of Lho 
province which be had endeavoured to serve. 

· Yoling on SuppJemcntary Grants.. 
After going through the l~Bf. day's programme nn~ voting Q n.um'bllr o~ 8UJ?plemcnlary 

dema.ods (or grants whieb. occap1ed tbe wholo day tbc Bthar and Ona Legtllauvo Coaaelt 
adjournal to.da.y "aiue die. n 



The Burma Le'gislative Council. 
Tbe Budget. Srt~sion or thP Bnrma Leg J&JaUva Couneil . was opent'd by B. E., tbe 

Governor on the 24TH JANUARY 1927. There was a. large nttt'ndance of mm1bers. The 
vi8itora' pllery was also full~ 'There waa a large crowd in &he vicinif1 of t.he CouncU to 
greet Bia lbcelleucy. 

lu addm;sing the Council His lb:.eeltenoy spoke on the advancem.rnt of Burma and 
Rangoon.. Aft.er :referring to the visits of the Commander-in-Chief, Sir lluil BJachtt 
and Sir Botmlrt Roe!~ he made a gcn .. ral aurvty of the condiUon of the province which 
he f&id wu satiafactotY.. In the course of the l'Of'f~Y he toucbni: on agricoltul:"J expan .. 
•ion of matitime trade and ~refS made by the development -tro&t, pobllc hraltb, 
breaches on railway line, crime potition eommnnicntion•, onivenit.y and rtetnt dHpatch 
of e-xpedition to. the Triangle to aboli&h ;lavery. As rf'8t'Tdll sgrienHnre, the Governor 
ea:d there was· a :record rice crop and although barvuta in Upper Burma had nfft>red. 
the lleneral oatlonk wns M.tisfaelory. ln madtime trade there bad been gnat exransion 
in the year 1925·26. The number .of ships which f'D~red into the port& waa 1676t u 
compared with 189-l of Bombfty and 1194: of Calcutta, Tbe net nglstend tonnage was 
{ millions tona in Rangnon u compartd with 4 end half mUions in Boml:ay aM about 
S and teven-elgbt milliom in Calcut.ta. .RRngoon was now the &fCOnd port in tbe lndian 
Empire. Public hea\t.h on the whole had bren eatiefaetory andJ in tbis conrecti~ Hia 
Excellency ueferred to the prm:enoo of the Bdti11h Sacial Bygirne Ocuncll Delegat1on in 
Rangoon and enquirifa now being conducted by the }f(alth CrtnmUlro appointed by 
the 1oeal Government. Rt"(!&tding railway brraebes, he rfmarkd that the Govetnm('nt 
reaUn:d that the que11tion of floodin, was a very terio11s ODC" and tbat no unneceeeary delay 
wou1d tab place In taking action on the nrorts of tbe Commit-tee whieh wos.ld be 
pubUe-bed 1horLiy. Tbe )at.eat returns of ClimP, the Gtvernor ol:aerved, WPte 'Vf ry tneo.nr
agtng, thotl12:h the crime ieiUIOU was not yet in full fWi»g aDd be wu not die~d to 
prophesy. He thought they were proterding on the J'iebt linn to bring orimo back 
to f'f&Onabte dimension!. Murder, be 11nid, bad not JCt 11hown an appreciable tendency 
to decrtare; but the Committee appointW to tackle this difficult qnHtion would 11bortJy 
lnbmit its nport. Hero be teaU6ed to the- t:~celltnt l:ard work of the District Oflicen 
and llolice force. in the eupprenton of erimt'.. Ct·mmunication, His Ex.etllt>ney pointed 
out\ were steadily impro'Ving. Be expc.e«:d to gt:t rcmo retnJ n for lbe. htavy outlay on 
tho Miga1don Cantonm.ent. which should be rrady for accupa.Uon In the next October* 
The UDivcnity. he obier~ "'"1\8 emerging from difficulti.:s which lv'ret itt! biJth and 
everything waa iD lbe train for rapid ad1aoce. He gave the niinranee tbat tblf Oo,ern• 
ment would do aU in its power to &fiist tbc Univcnity to an e-arly completion or ita 
baildilig. ~c11emes. His ExceUeoncy epoke on the- ~ent Dorba.t held at )Jyitk}ina nnd on 
tho Fdtlng eut of Mr4 B&rDatd and bia auistaDt& on the detailed wo1k of the En:a~:c:pa
Uon of slavn in the triangle~ He tnH!kd that •his would be carried 011t pi(Imptly and 
~Uecesaf.olly ~nd the blot on ·the fnir name of the Provh:u:e would be rtmoved.. In this 
conoc?tion ~,B Excellency acknowledged the great ataitrtanco received from Lord Irwin 
aud S1r :&1ill Blackett. 

Con_eludi~g he tefe.rrtd to tho fttat impottance of tbc Scnion, thia bE:i:cg tho lut 
ever whtch 81r Robelt Gllea pnstdr:d. He thankrd Sir Robert for the teniceJt rendered to 
the Provihcc and felt tt.at it would be hard to ftud sncctesor to him. 

1'he Budget for 1927·28. 
Aft~ the Governor had left- the Ccuncil, there was a abort jntenal whn the CounoU 

resumed ttl ~esston, New membtra including Mr. U. Mg. O)'rf', u-Edncation lliDiiter 
were sworn JD. The Finance. Kember thfn prnented the 1::a.dget. 

Tbe budget ia.nctioned by the LegiaJative CouDeil in March 1926 a6~umed the 
~=ening balance of Ba. 2,82,&0,000 feQ('ipt.s amounting to Bs. 10,67,SS,OOO and an cxpt-ndl· 

r; of na.. ~l,SJJ 86,000 (of which Ra. 2,03,S~00() was cl:antd a& capital UPf'»dituu) 
~u R a clo&lllg balance of Rs. 68,28,000. '1 he opening balaD« f~ll ,;hort of tbe estimate tla 8.~9.21,000, The )'ear 1926-26 was conaid~rably lees iavourable to the agricolturist 
r.atin e previous 1tar aud althongh nceipta excr:cdt:d ezpcndituN, it. fell short of the 

mates e.dopttd in March 1926. ~he lUrplua wae below anticipaUoua during the currect 
JeAl". So far as can be ecc:11 at pruent and dttpitc the raet! tLal railu1 lune b~n J&OJmal, 
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the estimAtes both. of.recelpta and ~pcnditure which were adoptf'fl Jaat }larch wiU be 
worked 'D'P to Wlthtn tho exCt'pt10n. Provision was made nnder di"bt lleada for a loan of 
Be. 65lakha. to the B'an(it:OOU rort TrWit. Tbe Commisatoners have dl'.cidl!d to raieo a loan 
In the open mar~t and provi&iun for the loan will uot be requirtd. On infornmlion at 
Jn:e•eut: avai1•ble, tt. bas Wn rstimated that the olosiog bnlanco on tl1c Sht March 19:!? 
Will be Be. 90 Jakba Of Ra. 21,12.,000, more than the r&tlmate. 'l'hla amount. of Rs 90 lokbs 
has been adopted as th" opening balance iu the. budget for 1928. 

EeUmares for 19-28.. 
For the tn~.r~ of the budg~t for tbe coming Jt'ft-f, continuance of tho cxtstint,t laXt'B 

fa IU!Bnmed, It 11 estimated the onilnary revenue receipts will amount to Rs. 10,56,24,000 
nru.l nrdinar~ expenditu_re charged to revenue to Its, JO,OS,84

1
0UO. U is propo&t-tl tn 

incur a capttal expenditure. nmou.nting to Ra. 2,58,61,0001 or which one na. l,t:9, 11t000 
:rep~~enta espenditu.re [or wlncb loans are no~ admtuible unrJt>r Dtbt Hratl&, Rretipt.a 
anttctpated are RF. SO,'l6,0CO (rxcluding the loan o[ Re., J,S6~QO.OOO which it Is pmpo!<'d to 
bk~ from provinatalloaus. fund) and expenditure B~ 28,«\000. Towanta this lbere is 
ava1labJe from the anticipaw.d opening balnuc~ (excluding the amount to the cre-dit ot 
Provinoial Fsmine Insurance Fund B.s. 1,2G.OOO which cannot be uted fot ortlinary 
expenditure) only Rs. 8S,'H,OOO. lt ia proposed to bridge the gap by borrowing one 
Re, 1196,000 from Provincial Loal18 Fond of the Central Governw·nt len any remlninn o! 
Provincial eontribotion wb!ob the Orntral Government may grant. This amount le h>fa 
by Rt. 88,47,000 tbao tbe balance which fa especf.ed to be at the credit of the local 
Government on the 1st. April 1927 on accoont of ite lonna and advaDCfl to loeal bodies. 
ngrieulturists and otbera and it wUl not he nectseary to borrow for any aptcifio purpote 
or to transfer from revenue to capital account any capital upendiluro incurred in tbe 
past Oll the object& for wbicb loans were arimbtible. 

The finaoofal pm1Uion of the Province- cu tbe Slat March 1928 il tho :-It fa 
estimated on the Slat March 1928 provincial balance will be reduced to R8. 2,10,00U. 
Dalauce at the andit or the Province on account of loans and arlvaoo~ by th('o local 
<kJvcrnment will be Bs 1.72,88,000 and tho P10vince wJU owe Re. 1,!6,00.000 to rr.ovlneial 
Loana Fund of the Central GoveromCDt. The Provin~ wilt be committrd a laTgo pro. 
gmm.me of exp~nditnro on l'ublie works. It will be impoSBibh!! t.o carry theae to Ct'!Dplttion 
without bo:rro-4'ing some two and b&lf crorca annuslly. Cbargt"S on Jtmna nret~s&nr1 to 
carry the programme through to completion coald be met by the margin betwe-en ordinary 
receipts and ordinary expenditure supplemented by the entire remiulon of tho provincial 
contribution; but it will be nect:aeary to avoid furtbet beavy eommitmrnta on 110~
prodoct.ive. echemea and ro curb teverely the pre&ent tendt'ncy to incteaae recurring Uabl• 
lities. 

The Finance Mcmblll' poinwt. out that on the reserv-e side, inereafC!: tn expendiluro 
haa helm comparatively much less than on the lran&(~Icd &nbjtcta and in aupport quoted 
figures. He paid a tribute Lo Mr. Booth Gravely, Secretary. Mr. Gilliatt, AtkUUonal 
Secretary, Rai Sahib Ashutosh Bun, Auiat-ant Stcretary and other& of tl.e Finance Depart .. 
mcnt for their unaUntal co-operation iD the laborious. tatk of the preparatJon of the budget.. 

Otbor BosiD.e&ll. 
The offi.eial business tmnsacted af~r the prt'&entation or tM budget waa the Intro

duction of a Bill to det-ermine the salary of the President of the Barma Lc-gl6lntive VoancU 
(Bs. 4,000}. The Council then adjourned till tho l&t Fubrn&f)'. 

. Foreignerat Marriage with Burmese Wom.cu. . 
On the 1ST FEBRUARY, diocussinn wa11 reaumed on the resolution for application 

vf Buddhist kws co marriages contracted betweeD Barman BudJhlat women an~ foreigners. 
Mr. A. Eggar, GoverDment Advoca.t-e, explained wbnt the law on the ·~bJO"Ct WDI nt 
present He pointed out the object.iOD& which came in tbc wny of carryJng out auch a 
motion.• Ho thought 'be matter wns of aH-IDdfa importance and could have been bettar 
diatll68ed in the Legislative Assembly though ba. doubted it ever wo~Jd bave met with 
much eocoe&S there. If the intention of the mover was to prokct tgnoraot Burmae 
women the best means would be to start propaganda 1howing the da..ngcra adslng nut. of 
snob m~rriage~ He st.nted that codification of BuddbiJt Jawa waa commg up beforo the 
Cooueil and the mover would have then a better opp9rton.itt of moving an amendment 
to the main Bill to carry ont bis de11iro. • 1 be 

The Home Member aafd tbat the committee. wu now .Uscomng tbe BU and t 
mover could give his views to one or the three members of the ConncU ou tho Committee. 
He es:pected the Bill would be before the Council 1D tbe September eeaeion. 

Tho resolution was then withdrawn. 
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State Management of Burm.eso Railways. 
Tbo qo.tation of State mo.na.gem~nt versus ~ompany management was tbe eobji"Ct• 

matter of nnotht-r resolution di8eD11eed 1n the Oonoc11. M.r.l!• Pu, leader of the Home RaJa 
Party, muvcd tbat thi& Council oonsidera that the belt toteresta of the province .arc lB 
lbe ptc&ent oircomstances likely to he &crved by Stato management of Burma rsulwaya 
on tho. termination of the pte&t'lnt contract and re9. oeste the local Government to tAke the 
oftportunity of r~omrucndiug this view to the India Government and the Scowta.ry of 
State, Tile mover, in urging tho uaaonP, said t.bat P.racticaUy they had no vo~e; iu t~ 
management and I bat Burmans wue not giveu sufiiorent encouragement to tom rad· 
way srnfue. . s 

A number of mrmbers took part; in the di&euEsion, meR of them supporting tate 
manag~me-nt. 

The Fina~>cc Member informed tbe Bouse tha~ Government knobea would not vo~ 
on the motion. In rxplaining this at.t-ttude$ he uid that a aimilat motion was di~Uoweoi 
laat year by tbe Governor, the subject matter being eentra~. This ye r the mot1on has 
~n allowed as the India. Government want<d to know tbo optnion of tbe local Govern .. 
mt'nt and tbG latter would liko to ~ guid~d in t.bia matter by non-omc:al opinion in this 
House. According to the ptrtent arrangnnent, tbe contract wit~ the Bar?l-11 Railway 
would terminate on a year's. notice. He a~ ked the House to eou.aid~ the dtatld.Y&n~gea 
t-hat may result from Stn.t.e managem~nt 10 long as Barma rematne part of the lruhan 
Empire. He also qnoted inslanora of iCve~l countries where- Stat.e management had not 
proved to be a anccn&. t 

M.r. Crosthwait!', Officiating Agent of Barma Railwayit S\IOko reru~lng the motel I! 
wuon rt'garding flnptoyment of Burmaoa and tile Railway Advisory Commit~. 

The re&olution was tben carried without division. The Councit then ad}OUrncd. 

lkmoul of SeE Disqualification. 
On tho SRD FEBRUARY Mr. ThPiD Maung1 the NaUonalbt Party1

& chief whip, 
introduced a Bill for eneonraging the national sports of Burma. It want.ed. to provide 
a pe-rmanent institution to be caU«i national aport& Institution and usociatiou for Bu.rma 
ae a body corporated with a common t1enl wU.h the head office in Rangoon. The DiU 
slated that the aaiociation abou)d han the power lo tnke alt Ja.wiul steps in any part af 
Burma for promoting field and aquatic sports and games ur tz.bibit-ions of ~kill iu wbieb 
competition or disptay depends upon humau endeavour without t.bc aid of bol'BC or other 
anitn.:dl'. Tho mover propo&ed referring lbe BtU to a Select Committee. 

The Home Member, in opposing, said that. tbe BtU would clash with the vUlnga and 
poll~ acts and such asaoeiations coukl brtter be formtd with private ent.crpriao. The 
mauon was put lo vote and lost by 21 againat n. 

Removal o[ Sex Disqualification. 
Tb.e n~xt item ou the agenda which e1oked much interest was Mr. A Maung Oyee'8 

J~lutton recommending to the Govrrnment the rcmovnl of BfX diEqualification clause& 
from the Burma eJect oral ruin. Tbo movtr described tbo important position ocoupie:l by 
women in Bnrnm and tbe amount of freedom enjoyed by them both in tho pas~ and tho 
Jm'SI'!n.~ times. In maoy utpect•, he opinE'd they were far ahl!ad of the women in India. 
He pruntC"d out lo tho advancement made by Indian women in the direction of political 
emancipation of tho country and he could find no reason why Burmese women &bould 
hav_e any ba: on t~trm~ He thought their pnsmcc in the C~noil would be vcr1 uactul 
dunng the dtsenes1on or such anbjecta as public health and samtation. 

After the tt"IOlution bad been diacusaed for 110met.ime by the non-omcial mcmhars, 
the Home ~('l]l~'- opposing tho rc•olntion, said Burma was neV(lr known to have n 
«'P!fsentattv_o l~stttottuu on wc!Jtern linea and women not being versed in weatem instl· 
lnho:ns of ~h1s kmd, tho resoluUon was, in hia opinion, prEmature. He thought they 
would .wa1t _for ~he Statutory Commiuion and then place their viewa for the removnl of 
6Ucb._d,!qua-hfical10n ~foro the CommiBSion. Tboogh t.heNJ were numoroua women's 
a%0clatlona aJl over the province, no representation baa been recoivcd from them. He 
mired the qnPstion wbetber PC~ngyis would at all like to be legis1&tcd by wom"n and 
uprc&St!d strongdoubt. Tho rcwiution was preas('d to a division and !oat. b: 4:6 ag-ainat 31. 

Closure of Rice Liquor Shopa. 
The. only other item of bus-iness dispueed of at tho Conneil meeting on thia day waa a 

non·o~el.a.l resolution neomm:-nding to t-he GO-vernment to ciose all Hla.wza (rice liquor) 
ahopa .1n Burm~ on tba cxptry ot their current licences. The resolution was loot. Tho 
Co~tne1l then adJOUrned., 



GENERAL IHSCUSS!ON OF THE BUDGEt 
General Diacua•iou of the Budaet. 

On the _4TH FEBRUARY, the whole dny WM devoted t.o a gcnttral discussion of tbo 
budget. Ntne- non.ometal membe-rs participated. 

~r. U. PU,lt'~der of the Nationaliat P11.rty, and ex-!liniater
1 

o.pcuN the debate b 
~nkl~g Lb~ l'rt:Btdent for unfailing co-urle$J to his party auQ lor his fairness and juat~ 
In dtah~g Wlt.h the whole. boose ou all oeJa&iona. He crltiei~ tbe budgcl: a 11 a whole 
and potnt.ed out how ex~ntllive retrenchment could~ cnrricd out firlt of all by Mluol 
the n~mber of OfficiaJs. He saW, thl\t Ynnzamin water.~mpp1y scilemo wAS t.h_, gigan~~~ 
and dul not •?prove ot money being apent on it. The. Government having paM no hl't·(l 
to tho warmug a.staiust· squnndenng money, t.hc renllt wns the parlous atatc ol finau0~111 
of tho uroviuce., He regrelted no-~h~n_g bu. been donll 110 far n:garding th-.1 auggt·sted 80t.cmo 
of land mortgage bank. He entlct~~ed lD.O~Med expenditure iu police utimates.. Tbo 
burden of taxation, he ea.W, was growing beuier aud t.bo Governm~nt. "-"88- apc111.1ing 
money lavishly ins:tead of trying to r«iuce -expenditure and t.o decreaaa taxation. 

Mr. T_YABJ~ (Swnmjit~t) felt that the .financial position of Burma wa'B deplorable. 
Tbe prov1nce did not posse&~~ a balanct". If tbe Go9ernment intended t.o borrow t.lll•y 
would not be abto to pay. the. loan ne;ct year wbUst t.bp e:~penditure was luon>~aing. 
There WM no correapondmg mcreasc t.n tbe revenue. Unproductive projt-cta of civtl 
wotks swalloVIed up large &nm_s of muney. H"'Dpiued tbat.agreat.dealo!mom·ycou:d 
be saved by economy and e.;:pen<hturc. 

Mr. NarayatUl RA.O (nomioa.t.cd labour member) ugardffl it aa the cJeareat.btl:t1gl"t 
He had not the same horror for borro<Niug all' 01her apeakuv &'l long u t.hc finaoora of 
the province were aon111l. Dllriog the p!lit few yl!tl.ris he mkl, Burma brul mndo m 11td 
strides speeiaUy in education. 'I'hc budget bad alw made g:cnt-roua ~nttihotiona to t.ha 
building of hospitals etc. He aalwtl the Government to enqoire why excia'l liecneea were 
going op and to find out mdlD9 lo stop ilHclt traftic c,{ liquor if it waa a fact. 

Mr. U. PU, leader of the!' Home Rule Putty, aiso paid a tribute to the Prt.'lltd~:nt.
He agreed witb the leader of the Nationalist. Party iu the erltlcl&m& madtt by him. H11 
con•idered the working of tho various depart.mente ansalidaetory and urg~tllifltcmatlc 
and rigid sobeme of retrenchment. Tbe country, be opined, wlls (lroaning und<.lr Uro 
taxation.. H<: wunted the dcvelopmant of the cocnt.ry to be ea.niOO along Unes beneficial 
to Burmnns

1 
web as. incruse in tho number of CO·opcrat.ive eooieUes and banlu!, fortht!r 

expansion of education etc., and nut a)ong the linta which facilitated outaidert to eurleh 
tbemselvea. He remarked that if the Government only took trouble to make pc:ople oon. 
tented and happy there woahl bo lcts crime and cooaequently leBa expenditure on the 
police force. 

Mr~ D&GLANVILLEGB1 lea<ltr of tbe ludepenl!eot Party, reminded the Hou&o tbat 
most of the clvU work• projects were started by NatlonnHats when they were iu olll~ 
and he left it to them to insist that these schemes btl ptoceeJ1!tl wltb. Ho &'I.W t.bat )tr. 
Tyabji wanted to cut down the expenditoro tu communiea~ona and dev~te mOUl'f to 
eottuge lndO!lt.riea and agriculture. What eoutd th<')' do with tbeu prod nee wllbou~ com. 
municationa t He ~arded t.bo criticisms mado by opposite bencbe. (NationaHJtt, J:lomo 
llo:le nnd Swaraj Parties) were destruct-ive.. With nogard to tbo deficit of two crore~ in 
bull get, be Wd iu favour of issotog pr~mium bonds. 

Ol!lolal Reply to Orlllciema. 
On the 5TH FEBRUARY, members of the Cabinet ttplied to crlticismaof the budget. 

Dr lU. YIN Miniater in charge of Education, local Sc1f..Governmcnt, Public Health 
and E~oise... staled that tho Government waa doing itl beat. to edocate children of tho 
country He tlenied tbe allegation that the Univcn;:ity of Rangoon wall tbc monopoly 
of tbo ;ioh aa des:eribed by one member4 With regard to public beaJth, t.be Govdnment 
wna alao doing ita best both for urban BUd ro.r&l popul&Uon. He instanc.!d some meaaurcs 
adopted to show that rwal popuJat.ion'ti interests were not. overlooked. He in[ornll."ll tbe 
Hoo&O tbut tbe Government was collecting information tor &- tcbeme ?[ beo~ftt both to 
meclical pract.itfoners in indigenous system and to the country. 1 be cxc1r.c poJioy he 
:remarked was not infiueneed Uy rcvenuo eoostdcrat.ion. So long there wu the dcomaud1 

tbe Government; could not cut &opply as &ucb a policy would !ead to illicit tra~c. He 
quoted figures to abow tbat there bad been steady gradual e:Epa.wuon ia. t.bs upendtt.ure on 

trauslured.&nb)ect& 
M-r~ L • .AB.YAIN, ~Iinj&ter in charge of Forest: t.ud Agricultare, referring to cri~i· 

cism& about t.he land mortgage banks taid that detailed steps wue taken to draft. t.OO bdl 
for t.be porpoao and be ezpectcd. that he woold prf'!ent It to .ibc HoOIB next Anguat. 
Deforestation scbeme was being tried at P£ome, deloJeated arena be1ng gi9eu t.o the pooz 
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for culdvfttion~ HG was surprised at the st-atemfmt that cammunicaUona and civil wor~ 

roduetive. As regards roarlP, he remarked t.hry were important for t.mde-, wlnle 
::irn~otks campriaed bniltlinge fnr hospitRJ, for the cducr.tion of childft'n and for 
judicial and I)Ub!lc t~ffi:eers:t nil necessary for tbe better Gov-ernment of the country. 
Jtrnarding the 8uggc~tbn made t.hat Bnrma should be raised. to Japanese staudard in 
industries, be pointed out that Burma was principally an agr1oult.nral country and there 
could be no comparison. There were ample cottage industrtee for the present needa of 
Burma and they were encouragin~ them. 

Sir J. A. ){A.UNG GYl, Homo. Member, couaidered himsclf fortun•~ that few 
criticisms had been levcUtd against him, perhapa doe to tbe faot that the opposltion benches 
n>nlised that he bad ~n in office for only a few· months. Replying to crltfcisms made 
by a member about cutting down tbe cxpntchtnra in housing the pollee, ho enid the police 
were badly hou&ed and considering the im·porl.ant work they ware doing tbey should \)e 
made comfortable. About increased police f'Xpcnditare, he taLl tbat as soon as crirue 
d~renli<!d, expenditure would aleo decreae. 

Sir Willinm KEITH, Finance Member, np1yiug said that very few arfticlsms had 
been made at the estimate& for.l927-28. Hitherto, Burma bad found money for capital 
expt>nditore from rice control profits. but towards the end nf the year, they would bave. 
tu borrow not a very large sum anri they would bave 10 continue .doing 10.. Bat 10 Jong 
u incmno waa steady, the posttion wu not serious as some membet'& tried to make out~ 
What tb('y would have to be careful about in future w&a to seo tbat recurring l'::tpenditnra 
did not rite as fast as it had. Tbe matter reeted with the Finance Committee who 
would bave to soratiniee carefully fresh proposals in future to see money SIWDt on capital 
txptnditore ao as not to involve recurring liabilities. R .. garding the outcry againtt. new 
police coorta, he mid that from a commercial stantlpoint the boildulg waa a good propo
sition n.a it would hooso many courta anti ofticea wbiob were now in rented bnilttings. 
Y anzalin tcbeme to augment water-supply was already in progrt:u and the Council woold 
have an opportunity of discoaaing the whole &cbeme when demand waa made for grant&. 
He pointed out the importance of civil works. The Finanoe Member admitted the return 
from inig:l\tion was much quicker than road!t, but he pointed ou~ t-hat roads, tbaugb 
they did not bring any revenue directly, were of grent importance to the development- of 
tradfl and agriculture. Tarniog to e::tclse, be emphasised that the policy was not guided 
by financial considerations. So far. Burma wa1 t-he only province in India which ba11. 
not imposed fresh taxation nud he did not think the people bad much cause for grievance1 
even ln case fruh taxation waa imposed. 

The total increase in upenditure on education was much gtf'ater than that ou. 
police. He reminded the House that the expenditure on poll.ce depended on the slate of the 
eountry. ln ngard to tbe nggesUon of raising money by premium bondtl the Finance 
Member was in favoUl' of it and U tome suitable acbemes were put forw'nrd and the 
Government of India were indueed to sanction it, then Burma would be able to have aucb 
a scheme within. ita borders:. 

Official Bolrincao, 
Four official bills including tbe President'li Salary BIU fixing the salary of the 

elect«~ ?ffsident at Rs.. (,000 per month were_ passed wlthoo.t diacuasion. The Councll 
then ad}oumed. 

Voting on Demands. 

On the ?TH FEBRUARY the Fnmnce Member anbmitted certain revised figure of 
the bndgt:t. He then moved the demand for Rs. 2167,31)600 on behalf of his department~. 
Several cuts were proposed but aU of them were either lost. or withdrawn 

Mr. U. Put. Leader of the Home Rule Party, moved a cot of [our Jakbs of l'UpP.f!ll to be 
paid as commiFStOD on tmpita7iou tn:::t eolleetion under land revenue. The movor said that 
the Government had. promised the abolition of capitation and tbatha.meda toxes within 
u y~r. He was ~orprised to aee the two ta.:r:ea included tu the budg-et eeUmate tor the 
commg year. Whenever demantl was mad~ for the abolition of tbe ta:rea the Government 
opposed it by aSking what substitutes the opposition proposed to· introduce. His reply 
1l&1 if the Government pracUsed t"Conomy1 there woold bo no necessity of aubatitutea. 
Be oppott'd the collection o[ tb~se lwo taxes.. 

• The Finance m~mber uid that a 81~ilar ame.ndment was ma<te last JIP.ar. but the House 
dtd not accept it. VIllage headmen had to be remanerated fn some way for thn collecUon 
of the ta-us. The Government was awaiting the ~port or the OapH.atlon and Tbatbameda 
"rue• Enquiry Committee appointed to enquire iut.o substitutes for tbe tasce and until 
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·that topott and the Seorelarr o1 8tot<>•s auont to· the oobltltot .. proposed were Melfed 
It woald be futile 10 uk lw abol!t!oa ol the l&xeo. The mot!oo wae loot. · ' 

Dl8cuuloo on tbe Working of lle!orma. 
On the 8TH FEBRUARY the'FiDanoa Hember'tl 'demand for 81. i167Sl,S00wu 

po& to the H01188 and carrtro. - · -· - , • 
The Home Member tbBil aaked for Ba. S,M,n,Goo for hiJ departmenta. 
Hr. J. K.. ·M.UN8HI1 Independent. ·proposed • cut of BL 100 la. connee:Uon with· 

tbe dm1and under 11 Provincial Ugitlati?e Council ". Heated debate extending almO't 
over tbe whole day took plsce ovv tblt amendment and lt'Rral nou-o8lclal me-mbe~ bolh 
nomiuated. aud -elected,_ repreamting different pntlee •nd Jnten>ltf: as well as 1tvnal 
officlaJr, .participated In it. M.r. liall&bi aaid the object& of bit .:.Ouon wu to ralte a 
dtacu.ssion OD &he working or tbP Beforms and to glve the oouneil au opportunity of u. 
pre118ing tb8lr1 opinion therron. At the outset, be detlftd to know whether nomtnaU>d. 
members were sent to the House .to vote for tbe Gonnnneut. ltrfttlecthe of penonat 
views. -Oontlno.tng, ba. said that daring the adler petod of the Rfllormt1 the Oo.e:n .. 
ment gan an the fD!ormattou tho Hone desired bot now with an .. ared majorlty 
the altitude of the Government wu changed. · That waa 110t the wa7 to work the lie
forms wcceaafoHy. There were occasioua on which o flioial memhera mfght have refral· 
ned from voting ; but tb6y did not da 110. He instanced the motion for tbe removal uf 
aa..dltqaalUication which wu loat.. He orlticlaed the Independent arul Golden VaUey 
part!ea for alwaya ~oting with .the Government In spite of the ahortoomluga of th11 
Govl!rnmeot benches.. He thought that Burma bad no reason to be dtsCOoraged and 
be hoped there would be a mom to a spirit of CCM)ptfltlon which marked tlie working 
o1 the Coonallln tbe 1inlt three ;rears. 

The NatlouaJJtt leader, Hr .. U. PU, said the attitude of the Gowmment !n the pru~nt 
eounctlabo~d that they had no· daire to do .tbiaga the people wanted. The prt86lt 
Oove:mment was ln reality bareaucralio though apparently repnacntatlve in form. 

Hr. U. PU, Home Ru1e leader, accn&ed the Government or luring the m~mbers or the 
NaUouaUat, Swarajist and Home Role parties to the Government aide. Ho optned If 
tbe Go'fem.mmt would adopt a aplrlt of frlendly oooperation. man7 existing grlevanect 
would disappear,. 

M'r. ltaboused AUZAIII, member of tbo Independent Party, oppl!llug Aid he bed 
heard opposition membeTB aying that they are going into the aouneU to oppoao tho 
Go-fernmeut but be had not heard a lingle mcmbeT saying that he waa going to oppose what • 
wao wrong. He WM ready for eo-operation If be focud tbe propooalo put forward were 
COIIBtuetlve. 

Mr. Narayaua BAO, nominated labour member aaid be bad ao other aim than to 
do some thing goo:l for tha labooren.. . Be repudiated the aritioltme ma.de about hit 
abange of attitude since be became a nominated member. He thought oftlolala in 
Burma were more demooratjo .than thole in India and Barma had made nbatantial 
progr.... ' . . 

Mr~ 13RANDBB, Chief ~etary, said the reatOD why the Government w11 ansble 
at timet to give tbe deelred information W&l due to delay in obtaining each Information. 
He aaauted the Boue that the nominated membut were f:-ee to wte a tb&J Uked. 

M.r. Booth G&AVELY1 Beeret:ary, Ftuanee Department, &aid that the pretcmt Boase 
was more parliamentary in character, there being a Minist.erial party in tbe ~ou1e to 
'rOte with tbe MIDiatera. · 

Afl<>r ftttber dloco"lan, tho FINA.NOE ldEIIIBEB aald that the Government bad 
been acco.sed of uon.·eo·opt"r&tion1 bat if the proot~inga of tbe council were coolidered, 
it would seem that the Government aei.z-"d every opportunitr not only to co-operate but 
to wotk the Beforme auccesafully. He :referred to tho fonllatton of mauy Staadtag 
Committees to 11hotr bow the Government was deeirolia of co-operating.. Wben the 
Government oppo&l'd the molatioll it dfd tiO 1n the beet laternt of tho country. Tbe 
GovelJlOUIInt had given way in many inataocea agaimt. bet.ter judgment elmpl~_% ";! 
the wisbee of the people. OompariDg the ht.st coanoU to tbe pretent one, be

1 1 laat council wu tUlreal. For example, one of tho lUni.IWI had been the -'Sder o a 
party whiob wu playing the role of oppoaittoa, while in the pR:Ien:t l!otb u:r;nialera 
bed their reoogalaed following and ....., anpport<d bJ them. Cootlnnlllg, Ina..,. 
Mem~r said that the nominated m~berl ,.otect with t.be oppolitlou on many put 

1 The nfl'ltr came into the cooDcll wJth a mmtalilJ amsable to l'fP01ll 
::i:;".~,.:''\1 t4 ao..rnmeot, Be aonclllded by oaylng that tbe go.......,t had bien 
doing Its best 10 10ne lbe !Jltmota of tbe eoonl:f. Tbe Home Member .... red thai 

GO 
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eVeTI consideration wODld be.given to the~r grletances.. He also uplained the at.tf .. 
tude of the Government. • 

)lr, Munsbllhen withdrew hla motion, Tho Council adiourned llllnexl daJ. 

Home Memhor'a Beferen .. ~to Bevd. Ottama. 
On the 9TH FEBRUARY the Council dispo11ed c! aomo o! the cots propolled I!' 

the Home Member's demand, At about -l p. .m. mc~bera of the Home Rule, $wara11 
and Nationati":.t parties walkl!d out u a protest. against whnt they n>garded to be tbe aU~h .. 
tmg reference made by tbetiome Memberagainat. U. OLtama in t.be-coarsoofa dkuwon 
over a cut moved by U. Pu, leader of the Home Bule Par~y. 

1n moving the amendm~nt Mr. Ua J-U Batd be asked two qutat.ions abont U. Ottama 
now in jail. 'l'he fint one wanUd to e)iclt information nbont the Umo of hia release and the 
second to ucertaiu whether he waa in R.ugoon jail or elaewhere. The Oovernmtnt repJy 

- wat t.bat tl1ey were not, 'Prepared to make any ttatement on the subject. He could unr\er
ataDd tbat t.he reaaon of the Government [or not replying to the first one wae to avoid 

_ detwnatration b3 tbe public bat he condoDUU!d rcticenoo of the Government ff'g&tding 
the whereabout of U. OUamL · 

The Home. Menber, in the course of his reply, remarked that Otlama was one of 
aboat 20 to BO thousand -criminals in Jail and it waa not possible to keep information of 
each and Ot.tama was not aueh a prominent man as Lord Birkt>nhead or Lloyd George. 
This ~emark about Onama prol'Okcd strong crit-icisms by several members wbo 'Bpoke 
highly about OUama'a eeniet:a and strougly criticised the attitude of the Home Member 
in hia reference to U. Ott.ama. 

Hr. u. Po, winding up the debate on the cut, tAfd he would leave the Council if the 
Homo Member did not withdraw hie nmatks. The Home M'l1Dber, repl7ing, said that 
the re£t>rtnce be bad made abcut Ottama \\a& nothing extraordinaty. H-e; deacrJbed Otta.ma 
aa one ot the many ordinary prisoners. The mover of tho cut said tllft.t the Home Member 
must withdraw his remarks about OU.ama. The Hnme M.('mber could not change his 
auitude and be did not eouider he had done nn1thing wroug or anything for wbich he 

. c:ould bo lalren to task. 
At tbie ala~, the mover left the Chambt>r and members of the three parLice walked 

out o! the Oou.LCU. 
ConLinuing the· Home Member uld it was a matter of opinion whether OUama was 

the idol of tbe eountry u described by some members. Ottama was convicted for sed.ltinn 
and under 11 Vinantt roles any monk dabbling in • politics was pacudo~mCJnk. The 
mover had not waited to heat' what the Home Member bad to say. 

As the three parl.iet left. the Council, only lhrco tnEmbers, Mte:sra. Campn.gnae, Ra.fi. 
and Munsbi voted fot t.be cot, while mto:mbere of the lndeperulent and Goldrn Valley 
partice bmdea ofilciaJa 'Vottd agaloat it. The motion for cut waa thus I oat by an over· 
whelmins majorit:J. The CouucU then adjourned .. 

A hople'a Party Formed. 
After the walk.oot tbe members of Natfon!llist, Swaraj and Home Rule Parties and some 

Don-party members of tbe Burma Lcg!a1ativu Council assembled and pancd"'a resolution 
that In v!ew of the peculiar defeotaln the dyarchicol Py&tem of IWform8 in Burma and 
nndoe ad'V•ntage thereol by official member& as demonstrated by their indiffert'!nt and uu .. 

. compromtaing attitude in the Connell towards the pt'OpJe's repreaeot&tivea and ahm because 
of the discoorte.oaa temarks made by the Home M.ember.in reference to Rev. U. Ottama, 
1t il btcoming tmpern.Uve that the people's party compoae.d of Nattonal1sl&: Homo Bulofl 
and Bwarajlsta and some of the non .. parl.y Independents be conetitutfrl forihwitb. It Wt\1 
further •:-tolftd that the fundamental principle of tbia party be the refnml of acceptanoo 

• of_ any office in the gift of the Govunment until the revision of reforms When t.be position 
WlJl be .tteonaldered. An Eucutin Committee. was formed and the leader depntyleadera 
aDd whips were elected. . , 

Dl•oul!8!cn of Police Expenditure. 
On the lOTH FEBRUARY, d!scuaa!on maloly centred~ round tho dtmoml for llt, 

1,27,58,000 under the head "PoH~.u The motion for out was eventually lost by a 
.majority of SO votes. Membeu wbo walked out yesterday attended the CouncU tn-day. 

M.r"' U. Ba Pe, NatlonaUet, in moving the cot said that the total police expenditure 
waa the btgheat so far. The Oovernment point was Lbat ~he incr-ease wa11 due to their 

· dealre to suppress crime, but he waa of opinton that more increase tn police force woalJ not 
ftrluce crime and if t.be Government looked after tbe eeoDomio conditions of the peopJet 

r there wu no ntoetl&\ty for ao.eb high expenditure andu this head lnateM of apendiDg 
• JnODf'J ou polic& atatioua.etc.1 it would be better to spend money on" tho poor, to give them 
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eduoat.iou, to mcourage Jnduatlles, to ,aufst tho cuiUvatora finanotaUy and to improYo 
pu_bli~ healtl4 Th~ tmprovt'm®ta would considerably help reduction of crime. He 
ontlcJ&ed. new appo1ntmenta of two Daputy Iuspe:ctom.Gcnera1 of PoJice.. He referred to 
tbe lack of co.operation between people and police and at.t.ributed the f&u.lt to t;bo latter 

Mr. Brande-r, Obiel Secretary. io oppo.tu.g the mO\ion, said that the inoruae io upe~dl
tnro was ~t to heavy aa deaor1bed by the mover. He quoted p:nrrlous yeara' figurea in 
support of hl& at&ltment. He added that t.b.e increase In tho estimate~ tor t9U·28 waa 
partly for ~he purpose of pUtting loto operation schemee already approved. Some lnoreau 
111 expcndu.ure waa also cauaa:l by incrementa in salary. New appointments of Deputy 
Inspectors-Genera) wero created to aolve tho crime problem and tbe JKIIit.lon in thia 
:rM;peet would ~e revie-wed in future.. He opined tbat these appotutmenta would help better 
detection of cnme. 

VOTING ON DEMANDS 

Af~r a. number or members had spoken in npport of and aga.last theent1 Hr. U. Ba 
.Pe replied argiog better village organisation to red.ace crime. 

The Home Member quottd figures to abow that inoreue tu pollee fore<> baa taken place 
and \bia be said was Dtet!asitatcd by the increase in crime in tbe recent paat. Aa regard• 
t'conomia conditions of the popl~, be said B'llflll&ua themselns were reBp3D.Iible for tbr.t • 
for he bimsoJf ns a Burman knew tbat Bu.rmall8 were "the lazieat under the IUD.'' Jfu
regretted tbo absenco of constructive crlticil!l4 The motion AI Alread7 nated wu loa& • 
Tbe Cooncil then adjourned. • 

Fouot Mlnlste:'B Dcmaudo. 
Ou lba liTH FEBRUARY the total demand for R~ S,BI,7f,600 made by the HolM 

Member was ea.rried, all cuts pro-posed having been Joat.. Tbc Forest Uiuiater tbeu mom 
a demand for Ra. 2)26,46,4:00 for his departments. The o-nly oat propcmd. to-day on the 
Forest Miui&Let's demand was tbat by U. Pu1 formerly leader of the Ho-me Role Part.y 
and DOW deputy leader of the newly formed People'• Part7 refusing the Foreet Mini:at.er•~ 
salary of Be. 60,000. Tbe: motion was debated ibe wholo day and eventually lost. 

U. Pn in moving the out said that he wanted to kill dyarch1 by tefusiog the Hfnla~r·e 
salary, bL•cauee dyarcby was unworkable. Tbe opositioo. had arrived at tbla conolalion 
from the expcrimce gaJued by the N.ationalista aft.er they had. worked the reform• for 
three ycar11. _ Another intention was to up ret:& no confidenoe in the Miofiky btc:auae tbc7 
were puppets in. the banda. of -glorified Under-Secretaries an,I guided t.y what the Bee .. 
relaries thought. He criticised the appointment of the Hon'blc L. A.h Yain oo the ground 
that hu was a member of the Chinese community. 

U~ Obn Po. in aupport.lng, "Complained of the fact. that only· a few Bormans had been 
recruited for the Jndiau Forest Service and beeo. given promoUona from Ptul'lnciat to the 
Imperial Soniee. . 

Both Mr. Auzam and Mr. Honehi oppos!d the motion and crltlolaed the raeial lsaoe 
ra.ised by tbe mover. ldr. Munshi also said that nothing would be gained by Don-co
operation. 

The Forest Sooretary, Hr. Ooopn, in explaining the principle of reoraUID9llt for the 
Imperial Service, &aid it bad ceased since t.bc Lee Report bad been publtahed. Promotfons 
from ProvmoJal to Imperial S.,rvico were rutrioted by the authorities higher tban tbo 
Minister ol ForeBt&. 

Tha Hon,ble MiDiater, in oppO!ing tbo motion. eafd that the mover bad state f that 
hie Idea was- to kill dyatoby and to tlmt end be moved a cat on &bo dem:tud for 
M.ioisler'a salary • but a similar attempt made in Bonga11 he pointed oat. rcsoltd In lho 
transforred aubjecia becoming reserved. Tbe Fureat Minilif.clr waa u good a Burman u 
any wit-h Borml'&e- namea were in the opposition benelu~s. Section 96 of th.e Gontromeut 
of India Act lrtnted :-''No native of Brit.itb India nor auysnb)eot of His Sla]e&tJ reafdent 
therein shaU by reason only of hi& rcHglo~ p1o.ce of birth, descent, colour, or an7 of 
them be diiabled from bo-lding any office unttar lhe Crown in India." After giTlag hia 
expe:ienco as t.be former Fon>st Minf&ter, be said th-e present Minister w .. al10 aa 
desirous of doing good to Barmana 88 he was. He aeked wherefrom the mover sot the 
information that'" the Ministers wero poppets in the banda of tbe Sectctarlet.- They ahoald 
nat uraJiy look to &be Seeretarfce for neeeesary help ·aa thpY were trained men.. If U1e 
preseot Miniateu Wfft poppets. then the leader of the people"• Par-t.y (U. Pa) mull himeeU 
have boon a puppet .u he was a M:iotater. He oonoluded bJP.Jlng that there Wal no 
eabstflnoe in the argument adduced by the mover., 

The motion was pressed to divif1on aod lost, tht.-re being H TOtes in f&Yoar of tho 
Qonmment against nil aa the other aide did not go to t-ht lobby. • 

Tho President in oriUeJeing the membel'l who preucd for d1vilion bot did not go to 
the lobby said tiM!y bad abused. tho privilege and had tbowa di~esy &o the Ooanoll. 

Tbe Cooooilthou adjournod. · · · 



THE BURMA LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL {RANGOON 

Deportation of Ohlnamon. 
At uestion time to-dar tbc Home Member replying to • qneatl011 aid tbat. H7 

Ohluam.! were deported during 1926 and 16S In 1926 under the .Forolgn•ra Aot frOIIl 
Burma. 

Fomt Mlnleter'a Demand. 
On tho 12TH FEBRUARY, U, Pu (es-M!nlster),loader of the People'& !'arty, relemd 

to'the charge of dlecourtesy made aga.tn'Bt the members who refullt'd to go to the lobby 
esterday and said Jda party waa uode7 the impression 'hat the matter wu left to their 

~iscretion coneequent on what the Government bencbea did tn September laAt •• Tbe 
Preaident' accPpted the-uplanatioo and eaJd it waa not juitifiable to force & ~U••Iio~ 
aulees there was some nason&ble doubt as to tbe :reeaJ~ Cuta undtt the Forrat ~bniat:& a 
demand were then taken and dispoc ·d of, majority being withdrawu after dlSCUJilon. 
The rotal demand tor Ra.. 2:1261461400 made b7 the Forest Minister for hie departma:t:a 
was tbtu put to oote and palllitd. 

Educatton Ulniater'a Demand. 
Tho Hon'ble Dr. Bo Yin, Educat.fon Minister, then mo~td for de!Dand for 

Ba. 2,60)69,300 for department under his ebargt~ Two important cute onder thts de~, 
01111 refusiug :&8;60,000 for salary to the BdueaUon Minister and the other refusmg 
R&. o,oo.OOO for M:ergoi SMwan and nclamatfOD works were put to vote and lost without 
divi1ion. • 

Hr. u. Pu, Leader of the people's Psrly, moving to.day the refol!al of the Education 
Minister's aatar;r, urged tbe same grounds as he did )'eelerday in refaetng the Fornt 
M.iDist~n &alary. His further point was that Ministers were unable to act up to the.. 
people'& wishes as exprened hy peopl<s~a representatives iu the Council, So he wan~d to 
kill dyareby by rcluaing the nbuy"' · 

Mr. Narayan !lao spola> &trongly on the racial queat!ou helrg raised and oppoeocl the 
amendment. 

Tbe Home Member, in O'Ppo.aiDg the motion, mid If they could not wor1t ncb aimplo 
form of Goumment u they bad they could not u~ct. aDJlblng better. It was mcmbt-ra 
of tbo G. 0, B.. A. and Y. M. B. A.. who formed- tho oppotition In t.he Oouncll and brought 
In tbia dyarohy and it was 01111 the jealousy of India that bad led them to have dyaroby 
which 110 one claimed to he perfeet, but they muet pro .. their ablll•:r to goV<tD before 
they could t"x.pect self.Goverument~ The mot.ton wu pot to vote aDd Jost. All cut• 
u~t the Edocatlon M.infarer'& demand haviDg been disposed of. the total demand for 
Be. 2160,69,300 was carried aDd the Couucil adioomed. 

Burma Spinning and Weaving Company. 
On the UT!l FEBRUARY, tho Connon disposed of tho three non-<molal reoolnt!olll, 

one of wbiob was Clll'ried, the uu.t withdrawn and tbe thud oae loat. 
Tho :first resolution moved by U. Kyaw Don rtcommendtd to the Government to 

take ovez the whole of Burma Spinning and Wta'Ying Compan-y's propertiu both move
able a.nd immoveable which were under mortgage to the GovernmCDt. in fn

1
11 saU~faction 

of the Joan of Ra. 1& Jakba and the intereat due thereon. The IJ'ornt Minister, after 
giving the hiitory of this pioneer induatr7 a& a public Jimittd com~amy, pointed out t.hat 
tbe company ou the l&t NovembeJ 1926 una.nimouel7 paned a :rt"&&lutioo. which was almost 
the same •• was now before the Boute. Be blfoJ'Ir.lcd Lhe Bouse that t.be fate of the mo· 
Jntion would be decided entirely bJ non-official voting1 the Government umaining neutral~ 

Mr. E.. Wroughtoo, repreBe:Dtative of the Burma Chambct of Commerce, n:pruetd 
disapproval of the ttotion aud as100iated. himself wit.b the remarks madG by the Aceoun• 
tllut-General who Jtatcd that the motion offended against the eanoUB o1 fi.11ancial propriety. 

The: resolu~ion was put to 'ote and carlied without dhlaion. . 

· rnstitatlou of Laud Mortgage Bank& 
The iccond resolution mored by u. Po, !uder of the People'& part7 ncommendlng 

expedition of the institution of land mortgage banka was withdrawn ou tho Fortlt 
lbniater baving rctn&Jked that he had been informed that a 13Hl was in the hands of tho 
Governm@:nt Adno)ate who wae rccaating it in the light of the criUdtm received alld 1be 
Government was o.nz:ious to upedile the matttr. 

Abellllon of Booi:-Makoro •t Reee lleet!ag._ 
The last item of boBiDetl was a· reaoloUon by Mr. N. M~ Raft recommt'nding the 

~boli~ion of book-makerlil at race meetings throoghout Burmaa The sabfect waa debated at; 
eugt ' Bl:r. •mbcr& aop~tiog and ecveD opposing it. 4n amex.dmen& waa mond b7 
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:r· J5 K. Muuabi reoommouding to tho Government. to uocrtaio whether the beet interest• 

. the public would be acrv~ by retention or aboUUoo of book·ma~ On tM: mflet 
obJcc:liog that the amendm~nt would ncgatift lhu ~e~o1u1.ioo. tbo Pustdont disallowed it. 
Ih~argomeute adduced- 1n faygur of tbe 1t10l.o.t.ion mainly wen t.bat tu racing a aleau. 
ra wa& practlsed ou acoouut of <book·maltera who were sometime bought ol b7 Jarge 

owoera ~ the <lltbonea~7 pe:rpetra~ u race meeti&g~ btoogbt about priYat.loa to man.r 
A poor man e- home. The. moTer empbUI&ed. tbM ~ia JetWlution wu directed agaioat tbia 
part-Icular BJstem.of bett.mg. · . 

Mr •• Bnmd.~r. Chief 8ccret&f7, Mr. "Booth Gravel,., Finanoo Secretar,., aud ftft OLhtt 
non-oftiolBia opposed lb!f molatiou. and geneta!IJ urpt t.bat aboliUou uf book·maken 
woo.ld. lead to the apllnging up of a number or buout Bhopt all over tbe town and 
gnmbtiug would go ou no 1eaa vlgOroualJ' and aude~ much worM oondiitou. M.eur~a 
Brander and Wrougbton who are atews:da of the Raogoou. Tort Olab witb \belT fs:ped .. 
encea of t.bc iouer working of the clu.b said t.bat the al!egaf.l0%J.I agatnat. book·makera wo:e 
zwt true. 

· The Foreat lflnfBI.er, bl oppO.tog tbo reeolutioa aaid that n. atmUat reao1uLton waa 
talked out In tbo lut CotmcU and to-dayta di&aUJBiou did not dlloloae fur&llCI' nrgumenta in 
favour of the aboliUoo. He said lhat the GovernmeDt "w&a wJillng to uoorta1u the cletir· 
ability of retention or aboHUon oi book-makera in the beat latertat of tho people. Tbc 
motion _was preeac4 to dfvieloo aud lost., votiDg betni SO for and 4:6 ag1llllt. The Council 
wae &dJODl'ned. ' 

Dlsou,.ion Oll No...Olllolal ll<lololl0111. 
On tbe 16TH FEBRUARY five nou .. lllolal 1080lotlona "'"" dl&pooed of, loor of 

which were of purely provincial interest. Tbe 1Mt reeolution moTfd by M.r. u. M •. Bafi 
rcoommended the appointment of a 11011-offi.cfal committee to enqoiro and repon on \he 
drink &lld drug traffic in Barma. tn all ita atpectl Including total probibiUon. The reJO• 
l11tion was .loat by a majorit7 ol three vote1. · 

On the 16TH FEBRUARY two non-official molutlon& were carried without dl•ialou 
in both oaaes tha Government efrailling from voting. The reeolutlon mond bJ Mr. 
8. A. 8. i)abji recommended to the GOTemment tbat: the ecsiou of tho Coanc:U at wblch 
the budget. wu prmnted aud dieeasaed tbould be rtatricttd to buinea dirtGtly connt'Ctcd 
with the budget. and baslne•·that waa eitbar formal or of nal tmergcncy and Lbat to 
enable the Connell to deal with oLbu buainei6el two other aealionaabuald be held iD eaeh 
Jt"&t.. The object of the mover wu to have three aessioUJ. inlttad of \wo at aL pn~ent. 
The reason urgd by him wat that tha budget 8t81ion waa htld at a time of Lhe Jt&r which 
was the bnaitat aeaaou for members most or wh'om are inUtreated In paddJ t.rado. eoo.. 
~equeutly, it was dift>ulti for them to remain throughout lbe aetaion long aa it wu. lor 
buaineaa other tbau bu,· get waa diJpostd. of at the eenion. ADotber reaaon of bia wu 
that members bad ebort time to study the budget. Tbe. Finance Member said tibe Govern
ment had always been aoxioPB to meet the wilhta of tbc Council in tbla mat.ter, bat u. 
\\'81 diflic.ult to pima& all. It was a matter ror the COUllCil to dtcldc and he wtebed to 
hear the viewt of nou·oftlotai member& on tLc eubject. The rctolution, ltad 111pport from 
ecvcral members of the di1ferellt parties. while oal7 two uon-oJiicia! membera opposed Jt .• 

Tho Finance Member tbeD euggetted that tbe beat way to aettle fJ1C matter wa1 t.o 
~lmaU informal committee to &Dggeat to the Oo~nor what moutb would bo IUltable 

for Coullll~ meetings. .The moUon waa oar.ried.-

DailJ Allowa.uce to Rangoon llembort. 
The othct teBCluUon moved bJ Mr. u. Po :£bin reprtJIClltlog Rather recemmended 

that Ill Uaily allowance of Ra. 20 be alto giY8Il to members of tbe Cooncll :residing Jn 
Rangoon aa thoao wbo re&Jde out of Rangoon. Tbo motion wat alao carded. The Coua.oJl 
then adjourned. 

On obo 17TH FEBRUARY whloh waa tho last li()D.()Jllolal do1 In tho p!'CICllt -!on ol 
the Burma Leglslattvo Coan.cil, Mr. U. Pu1 D1:1p11ty Loader of tbe People'• Partr, mo1cd a 
resolu.ttou reqtteating the local Government to withdraw Its moluUon appoiDI.ing a Oom· 
mlt.tee to coneider ibe questiOn of modU7IDg the ezflt.log order• regarding the mao net ol 
detention of the person• arrated and confined bJ a headman with special refflorcn ce to lbe 
u 110 cf atocb and make reecmmendatlone thereon. The reaolottoo afao recommcn ded to tho 
Go1'emor·in·Coaoofl to abandon· the idea or renewal of tbe ate o.l stockl for the purpoao ol 
ooofinement of the arrested. periODL Tbe moTer't objeol wu to bring to the not icc of tbe 
Government tbe Ulld«irabllity of tbe uac of atooU. He aald. It wu IUt"gal, barb ar-oa1 and 
a·Brlttab Of course, ttoob were uted bJ BGJ'mest: Kinp, but thq- were Dot CODIIJteoli 
with a pro8reuin Govcr~ent. like tho Btltieh Gonm.meos. The late Sir Haung KiD 
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condemned the: uae· of stocks._ Be had Do objection to tbe Government suggesting aome 
other means-or detentiou. He cbaraeteriead tba Committee appointed as fnrctcal, lor lba 
only opinion U would bold would be Governmental. -

Mr. B. L. Nichol&, Deputy8eeretary, Home Department, said that the Gove-rnment ba~J 
not como to any dC'Ciaion on t.he ma.tter of Lhc uao of .tocka and bad appointed a eomm lt.k.tl 
to obtnin ad viae with a view .to coming to a decision. Tbe Government. bad no intention 
of using ittlcka as a means of po.ulahmcnt ; bat purely ae a mcana of detention of violent 
drunkards and dangeroua oriminals. The Committee would carefnUy oonatdcr the views 
placed before i_t... It had nothing to do with the question ot the Jega.IUy of tbo 010 of stocks. 
It was a matter for the local Oovornment to decide. The mover•a arguments were purely 
aent.imental. 

After a long discunlon in which aeveral non-oftioial mcmben participated either in 
favour or agalntt th·e molion, the Homo Member said that on the representation of tc"Veral 
headmen who had found great dimcult.y iu cbecltiDg 'flolent cn-iminals in detention he 
ap\llllnttd a committee to enquire into the question of the ue of atocke. He Juatauced 
cues to show how 10111e criminals thoogb handcuffed could cauae injuries t.o otbcra. Ho 
&&id t.be criticism letelled against tbe use of atock& wete inopportv.ue1 f'lr no dccilion. had 
:Jd been arri'ffii at. There was· nothing to show that lhe uae of stocka wu111egal. The 
Stock Committee were compoMd of men wlth adminietmtive expcrieuee. He pointed out 
that as Homo ~em bet ho waa respousibll!l for law and order. 

The resolution wnalost b7 28 agaloat il. 
Burmo CottOn Weaving lndutJy. 

Mr. S. A. Tyabji movtd that tbla Council vtewa with great coneem the rapid 
dccllne of the cotton we&"ViDg indv.atry or Burma. and urgently recommends to the Govern .. 
ment to aup~rt tbe industry by making it incumbent on all departments or the Govern
tmnt to utJltse cloth only auoh u ma7 bl!l manafacturtd in Burma (exceptJoua to•be 
epteinlly ~nclloned by &he GoY-ernment}. Mr. Tyabjt taid t.hat aa lnduatriea waa a t.rans
lened sub1~;ct. the Ministry should apand more time and energy in their development. Ht 
q~o~ed figures .to pron that cotton lndaetry was on the decliuo In Burm:t, but the Foreat 
MrDl&tcr and tha Development Commissioner produecd othar sets of figures to ditpute 
the mover's &tatoroent. Mr* 'l'yabjt cblllllenged tho acoutaoy ol theeo figures, atating they 
were not fig_area for cotton weavlng indWitfJ alone..-
i The Fmanco Member, leader ol the Roun, explained the p 3Ucy of tho GoYcrnment 
n rtsprct _of the purchase of ttorea which wa• that they would give ptefetence to locally 

manufactured gO?d•• provided tho, were good in qaali&y and pricea were re&onllble. 
. h" Thho l('~~luhon waa lost without divialon. Tbtl Council then adjourned till nut dtly 
w Jc was t.- last da7 of t.be pre&eut awion. .. 

TranB&cUon ot Official Buetnc~ 
ing <f: ri:e ~S'!'~JEBRt_JARY moliona !or additional and eupplt'mcntary granta amount· 
Education ·M·'~..,. requned by tbo Ftnance Member, lho Home Member and the 
Oilfield& Ame~~e~ w;l~ canted. There were- two official billa on tho agcndn, tho Burma 
tbe laUe!' Jefcn*-~eto Seland tbe Burma ltunicipal BiU. The' former was paut'd and 

vu a cot Committee. 

Th Tho Ollfiolds Bill. . 
mainte:.:;!~ 1:,

1 thO OUfields ~ill. the Finance Member sa itt, waa to lacilitatc the 
by oonfenin on rt t':d ordt>r in ollfiehiB during tbe etrikea ~nd other penods ot emergency 
doing acta w:Seh COD&tl7rden probibit017 powera lt'gatdtng carrying o( weapons and 
ol the prace 8 

1 0 8 pn parationa for or incik'menie to the commi&&ion or a breach 
Bill rt.ic~farl 0~ non.offiolal ~fmbel's, mostly from the Peopi(.•a Partj oppolk!d tho corPE: or .6gJ"C:r:o1a~gi tbe provJaion prohibiting publio e:~bibit.lon of persons or of 
umarka was that th·e ~ g ea Rnd &inging ot 10t1ga or playing of music. The trend or tbe 
labourers stm enjoy~ f!~of t~?islation waa a direet challenge to whatenr Uberty the 

Tho Fin& M o old.. . . 
attain proviai:: of e~berkrtpl)'ing, taid that tho provisions of the Bill were Identical with 
powera exerciaed by t: angoon Town Police Act. No voice was rai&t:d againllt qoh 
J!rohibition of car 1 e CommfuloneT ot Police in Rangoon. There wu no geneml 
iu t.hu Bill t.hat pro~:tfn of pocorpeea 8~:! tinging of aonga. It ba6 ~en dtatinctJy atated 
arose. Tbe BIU wu carrt~ ~eradwloiuid exerciEed by the warden only when ncee&&ity 

a er v 1 OD1-t.he re&ult of voting being 45 ng~toint~t 28. 
Tho H 'bl D Tho Burma Municipal :sm. 

telatiJJg to ~~!ll~ipa~itt~,aluY~n nu~~odb Deed thl!l Bill to coneoUdatc and amend the law 
urma uv'" L an Rangoon.. He said tbo Burma Mauiolpal 



·The New Coaacil. 
d On Ltbo 19TH FEBRUARY, Sir Robert Gllea preddlng, the election of tbo nrw Preal· 

ent too. piGCe in the new Council wbieh met on thia day. 
There were two nominations for the preaide~uhtbipa1 Ur. Oaear De GlanviiJt>, L~>adn 

of tb~ Independent Party and Lient.-Col. U. Ba Ket (RangOOR Univerahy). The }'reaklent. 
exphuned the procedure to be adopted and the Counctl proceeded wttb the eleottoa \'Vhlab. 
J't'SDited as follows_:-Mr .. O&car De GlanyUle 67 nt.ea. Lieu~ Col. Da Ket; ss yotes. 

Mr. De GJauvdle wu elected President. · 

Governor111 App~tion ot Sir R. Gllea,a SonScea. 
Hfa Excellency aent the following Jneliage of appreciation :-
"I take tbls opportunity of expresaing my high appreciation of the services tendeud 

· by the Boa. Sir Robtrt Gl!et aa Pmtfdeot ol tbe OonooH. He baa long occupied a unique 
~iLion 1n tho public life or tho province and l believe tbat l am upreuing tLe general 
optnion wh,·n I sn.y tbat be has presided over tbe LegisJaUve Council witb raro ability 
and imparUaJU.y and that M baa ze.Joualy maiataiW!d t.be prJvileg("a of tba Ocnnoll 
It Is very great regnst to me that Sir RobertO ilea ill soon to leave Burma."' • 

The Finance Member, in reading ont the above meaaage, paid an eJoqn.ent tribute 
to Bir Robert Giles who looked mach moved at tbt'se tokona of appreciation. 

The Finance Member aatd : "I venture to think tbat, in the meaaagc Bia Jbcellency 
· bu expressed tbe sentiments uf all the memben of the CouncU. 

•' When the presidential cbAir feU vacant on the death or your dlltiDgofahetl pt"eeto· 
eessor, Sir Frank MeOart.by, you were cleaT11 marked out for hf• nceesaor. You hav4 
fully malnt.ninCI:l the high atandard which he set and ban more than jnatified tbe hot• 
which were entertained on 1our appointment. You have preaidcd over oar meeting• with 
dignU.,y._ You bB.YO guided our deba.lee wtt.h tirmneH and Ialrneu. You have abown 
indulgence where indulgence wa1 appropriate aud yoo have rt:proved wlteo reprrof waa 
"doe. Under your aopervi•ion the reforms and procedure of the Council ,bad been est.ab
lithed on aoond linea and the iutrodoetiou on your lDiLiatlve of tbe Maoe hal &dded 
authority to ita proc<'edings~ We shall mtu youl (amllfar figure within t.beso wali1. Wa 
ventore to express tbe hope that wbm you are asked bow the infant Council eomported 
itself under your guidance you will feel able to say that it made good progre11 and that 
in respect of decorum ot Jtl proceedinge and behaviour ot Ita membert withJn tbit 
Chamber· tbe Counen hns nothing to Jearn-at least nothing that 11 deairablc for it to 
Jearn from oth~r lt>giltattve bodiel of which ,YOU have knowledge or t:vcu from Lhe mother 
of parliaments henelt" 

Eo1ogistfc trlbutea were then paid to the retiring Pualdent, Sir Gnu, by dill'erent 
parties and ot.her member1. Mr. U~ Po. ex-AUniater and lnder of tbe I•eop!e'• Patty aatd 
he waa 'VOicing the feeling• of hi& party wben he beggaR him&eff to be utiOCfatoo: wflb tile 
entiment& expreased by the l'lnance .Member._ Be aid that tb~ !(lund I he Plfaldmt 
firm. and fair and bit judgment iu deciding qoeltlODI of proeeduro at tho spar of the 
moment bnd given the Council entire aatiafaotton.. 

Hr De GlanvU1e1 Prestdeot.elect, aaid It waa with regret, they would •Y goodb1e 
_to bim. Henetd not enlarge on t.be aent.iment.t alread1 espreased, but be wooid Jiko to 
uy that tho members of the HoDJe and people outside ll:'lt that to loalug tUr Gnu they 
were Joalng a man whoae lou would be felt b1 the Rangoon Unhenity &110, \\'ilh wblcb 

. he baa so long been assooJated. The country wonld aJao lCBe Lady Gllet wbo had done 
a great amount of good &o tbe coontf7 in conueoLiou with man7 cbariL&bte wo:kl. He 
extended good wiehel on their departuro and boptd tbq would Dot forget thtm. 

Me11n. Campsgnac, Baft and Parekh :having epokeo1 Sir Robert GHft thAnked t.be 
members fo:r the kiadJy aenttmenta exprened by :representative~ of varJoaa partlfa !o the 
Connell towards himself and hia wife. Be ll&id :-Hy term of ofBCC! as Pretident bad 
been a time of nbaorbing Interest for ft has gi'fell me opportunlt..7 of uaistfng in moulding 
tbe procedure of the Council daring earlier yeara of lA Ji!o. I &bank you &ineerely for 1our 
unraUing support and pk you to continue It with my ~UCCe~aor whom JOD have jOlt 
eJected 1 welcome t.he new atage of tbe Coot~cU•a IIU.ing tbat begins with the t'lcctton 
of Mr. De Glanville a• your President. lahall wat.cb the fotore life of the Council from 
a diatauce with intense tnt.ereat In tho confident hope that whatever tuncuon and whatever 
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- may from tfme to tlmo be ontrumd to tho ('onncll It will contfnae to nercl,. 
~;;,!th tb&t orderlin.., and dignity which haw hitherto prominently cbaracl~rlaed it. 

Tbo mtmhm then ahcok banda with Sit B. Gllea .and tba Connell tdJourned fo a 
lhort while. 

Oongratalatlona to tba l!Tew l'te~!dent. , 
When the Oonncll reaumed fta litllng, Mr. O&e&r Do Glan.U!o, the newly elected 

President took tba chair. 
Tho .Finance Member n&d out Hie Excellency the Govemo-r'J menage conveying 

his approval of Mr. De GlanYllle'a eleaUon to tbe presldenttal chair. 
Tba F!nanue Member oald : " As tba letdl!l' of the Honse, It Ia my pr!vll<ge and 

p1easate to tender the: eincere oongratolattona of the official members on tbe signal dil
tinetion which bas~ conferred on yon.. To-daJ fa a 1_andmark in the btstury of -reforms 
in Burma. a landmark atao iu our tucces:aful career. The probationary alage of the Council 
it at au end. For the first tiow, it bu exercised the right to select itl own Prealdeut 
and }OD ha-ve tcaton to be proud that ita choice hu falleu on JOG. It·i• a good onml for 
the continuance of Burma within ths Bri-tish Empire tha\ t.be first elected Prealdent of 
her JAgfslatiYe Council ia an elf'cted MpMeDtative of the European conatituency. · 1t fa 
a happy aonry for Burma'• ead7 attainment o[ Home Bale wit bin \he Empire that the 
first elected Pr~eut ta a SOD of lrelaud,. But. if 70u. owe allegiance to Ireland aa the 
oountry of yoar birth you owe highe allE'giaace to Burma as the country of yoar career. 
We welcoma ,on to JOU' bigb office aa a Barman. In the faJTeat: and trar&t aenae of the 
word. You b&ve identified )'ooreelt wU.b the intereatc of JOUr adopted country. You 
ba~ taken an outataudlng position In her aflalra political and from the fint you- h&ve 
been recogni~ed aa tho leader of moderate viewv in tbta Council.. No member of the 
community baa done more than yon to work the rtforma ill tbe aplrit in which lho18 who 
framed them intended tbat they aboo ld be 'forked~ .If Burma oaoapies a high ptace, 
perhaps the hli!heat among the provlnoes of India which have made a aucoeaefol 1tart on 
the joarne.1 to Home Role wltbin the Empir-e, it Ia dae in 110 sman measure to yoo.J 
wile oonnaelt, to your obvl0111 sincerity and to your no.wearled efforts to secure the worktnc 
klgetb•r of ""J)N&tntatlvr-a of diverging fntemta. · 

1' Tbe Enropean constituency was fortunate Ia ita choice of a representative and 
a1thonRh by JOUr elevatio-n to the pl'C!sidentlal chair tht.t constituency l01ea an active 
apokesmau tn the Council. It will have the prond watiafacUoa of knowing that oout.itu• 
enc:y'a loss itJ the Counell'a pta. Henceforth you belong to no party.. You belong to the 
ConncU aud we are confident tbat your tenure o1 high office will be marked by the tame 
tact, nme latr-mindedneu. and -aame courtesy aa JOD have shown in youl' oapacitJ 81 
party )eadaT ; that JOG. wt.n protect the inteu&ta of m.lnorltlea and that you will auHer 
no encroachment on or diminution of rlgbta &nd privilrg9 of the Council.." 

Concluding, on a personal uotfo, t.be FinAnce Member said : " 1 am deeply grateful 
to )'OD aDd I know that my bumble ooUeaguea in the Govemment share my t:ntitUtle for 
the devoted tenlce which JOD ba..-e rendered on nrioue aommittees of the CoaneU alnca 
tbe :inau~:uration of the reforms. Our beat wisbea go out to you for 7ou-r eaecrsa in 7our 
high office and I for one venture to expre11 tho hopo that when tbe JUe of the present 
Council comet to an end ita succenors wlll follow the eumpJe of mothPT of Pal'liamE'ntl, 
ol the Indian L<giilatlve A"embly and of other Oonnc!l& In India and re-elect 7nn with
out opposition as itt Prelident."" 

Several apeakera then followed fn welcoming bim and congratalaUug him on hta 
el«:Uon to tbe chair making eulogistic referencea. to ble abUity and ae"kft· 

Mr. U. Pa, l•ader of the PeopW. Party In wel...,.lng him on b&balf of hlo pcrty .. id 
he agreed with the Finance Member with all be eatd ezcept tho eoueLitutlonal point on 
which he dilagreed. He hoped be would uphold the dignity and tradttton of t.he Home. 

Mr. Obampagnae congratulated the Preaident remarking that be had risen bJgb by 
his own penonal merits and uprelled the hope tbat be would hold the- scales even and 
that tbe bou-se by common content: would re--elect bim. in future. ---, 

Mr •• Bad, ita congratulating htm, aid the bonoa.l' was belghtened ey the fnct that 
the Puttdent wa• placed on the chair by suffrages ot the majority of the Routf'!. He 
mn&rbd t.hnt the bar- would be POONJ' b:y hfs e-lection but it wae a gala for the Councils 
and wiabed him evelJ auc~ Mr~ NaraJ&na Rao alfiO spoke eongratuJating tba P.re~ideut.. 

Mr. De G1anvilla then thanked the membe-rs for the blgh honour aonferud in meting 
him aa the ftm Pree1dent and for kind teDUmcnta eJ:prt'ased by members. He asaured 
the Booae tbat ~ wwld llJ' to dilflharge hia dutiea to the beat of hie abtutiet. 

Tho Council waa then prorc-d, 
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The Kerala Provincial Conference 
The Third Kerala Provincial Coni&rlllloe assembled at Caliout on the 

16th April 1927 in the afternoon in a very apaoious and elegantly decorated 
pandol ereotad for the oooasion. There was • very large and representative 
gathering and great enthn•iasm prevailed. The proceedings commenced with 
some national songa by a choir of girls. 

Welc:ome Address. 
The following &re extracts from the Weloome Addreaa of Mr. K. 

Madhavan Nair, Chairman of the Reception Committee. After weloomiog 
the distinguished delegates and visitors Mr. Nair dwelt at length of the oom· 
munal problem and soid :-

. "If Kera!& waa the Provinoa which gave the first impetus to the non-co
operation movement by dispelling, under the lead of Mr. Yakub Huaoain, 
the lear of the terrors of jail from the minds of our workers, it was also the 
first to deal a. deadly blow to it by renewing, ao a reoult of the rebellion, 
in a new but bitter and dangerous form, the Hindu·Muilim feud which 
appeared to have been almost crushed oot of exiatenoe by the Khllafat move· 
mont inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi. This fact is my excuse a.nd justi• 
fioation for referring to a ~topic which of all the problema oonneoted with 
our light for Swaraij is the moat vital and bafiling and which, the oolleotive 
restraint of all our leaders, more than their collective iotalligenoe will alone 
ultimately solve. I do not ignore or minimise the gra.vity of the auapioioua 
and distrnatful attitude of the generality of the Hindus towards tbo M•ho
meda.ns and the desire for the spre.d of Islam and the establishment of a 
Mabomedao sopremeey which the more ignorant and fanatic among the 
Mabomedana batray at times. These are facta which some of ua have learned 
from our bitter experience of the Rebellion, bnt we oan safely auert tb.et 
this mentality, however deplorable it is, does not a•aume dangero1111 form 
except in & state of a.narehy or under other exceptional oiroumstanoea. 

"In normal condition, the re!&tionship between the masses of both the 
communities ia peaceful and cordial and it is parhapo only once in a century 
that • general collision takes place between the two oommunities aa a result 
of the dormant feelinga of distrust born of religious hostility. The real 
danger whicb makes life intolerable and impedes the marob to freedom 
does not proceed from the masses but from a section of the laa.ders of both 
the communities whoae intelligence and imagination impart to the moat 
trivial incidents and di!fereneea an importanoe and magnitude which suob 
incidents or dift'erences neither possesa nor deserve. In no part of Indi., 
ever ainoe the dawn of British Rule in the country have tbe Hindus and 
Mabomedana come into auch horrid oonOict and on ouoh large aoale as they 
did during the period of the Malabar RebeUion and yet none who kno,va 
Malabar after 1922 coold bolieve thai; the two oommuoiti .. , whoso mutual 
relationship at.! present diecloses nothinJI but abaolute peace and oordialit)' 

!11 
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behaved more like brntea than men, &!l)linet each other within IDcb a abort 
·distance of time. The communal feud ended as suddenly ao it began, 
bBCBuae it was not abetted and blessed by cultured leaders or perpetuated 
by them through controversies on the platform and the preas. Tbe two 
organisations one Bindn and the other Mahomedan, whose ..-orkers belonged 
to the Punj~h, the nursery ground of oomm~nal fend in India (l~r whoae 
relief work, Malabar will ever feel grateful) earned the seeds of b1tternesa 
and dissensions from Malabar into the congenial eoil of Northam India where 
lt was taken np by communal landers and made to grow into snob proportions 
that we in Malabar, who have long ago forgotten our feud, are amazed 
to aee the wild and luxuriant growths of communal animosity thet have 
sprung out of them. In Malabar such quarrels began to rear their heads, 
afte~ the Rebellion ended, between people living outside the rebel area, hut 
they were nipped in the bud by an amount of restraint, patience and toler
ance, which have brought home to us the truth that hatred is never eon
quered by hatred but only by love and forgiveneos, How much one kind 
word, one expression of sympathy. one aet of liberality, touohee and softens 
the mentality of the opposite aide is illustrated by the happenings during 
the Assembly Sessions at Delhi this year and if only that section of the leaders 
who believe and perhaps believe hona·ftde that their duty to their oommu· 
nity is greater than their duty to the country follow up the e:mmple of Lala 
Lajpatrai and Mohd. Yakuh as manifested in their speeches in the Assembly, I 
am sure we shall enjoy life more peacefully and reach our goal of Swarej more 
epeedily than we evor dreamed of. The agreement to a joint electorate is 
tho flrat step in the right direction towards the eonanmm,.tion of our fond 
hopes of political unity, and I implore both the Hindus and the Mabomedans 
of our Province not to say or do anything, however unwillingly, which may 
be ••lenlsted to frustrate the noble attempts at rapprochment made by our 
leaders at Delhi. 

No Progremme of Work before the Country. 

"With re~ard to the other qneations of All-Indi& importance, I ahallleave 
them alone sa I do not think they fall legitimately within the province of a 
s!'"eeh of the Chairman of the Reoeptioo Committee. I may he permitted 
stmply to say that the lull and inaction in political aotivities ia not eonflned 
to Kerals alone but is an unfortunate fe~ture of the other Provinces as welL 
though perhaps it is not so etrikiug there ao in Kerala. There is no pro
gram~e of work before t_he countrr. new into whioh people of a political turn 
of mmd ca~ plunge w1th enthus1aam because the constructive programme 
of MabatmsJI appeals only to those who have absolute faith in the doctrine 
that khadder will bring Swaraj and the Council programme is at best only 
of negative value and gives work only to those that enter them. It is a 
matte:. for c~n~olation that a unanimity is being reaohed among all sections 
of '!'D!1~10al opmton, that kbaddar is an indispensable adjunct of nstionalistio 
&otiVlties, hut this does not signify that people are prepared to aooept khadder 
as the only outlet lor the politioal fire and spirit thnt burn within them. Tho 
no-changer may quarrel with the mentality which refuses to appreciate and 
follow the • tesohings of Mahatmaji hut the fact is there and no exhibition 
:' spleon will or can und.o it. People dilforing from the no·changera' view 
hoped to find some satiofaetion in their work iu the Council but any one who 

as been there will testif;r to the fact that of all the deviosa that a foreign 
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na~on'a ingenuity has "diaeovered to divert tho energies of a rooaloitrant 
aubje~ race through tho fntileat of channels thio is tho moat wonderful and 
effic~oious. 01. course. by your entry there you exoludo those whom you 
cons~dcr onemtea of progress. But at the same tim-e you not only achieve 
nothing there bu~ run tho rU.k of falling that porvadea tho atmosphere making 
you fo':got at times oven the elementary idea w by you are there for. Of 
course, lD the absen06 of any better plan, we have to abide by and follow 
tho Congr!l"s polioy of Counoil·entry and try to make tho very beat of a vory 
had hargam. 

The Tenancy Question, 
. " n of all the Indian problems, the Hindu-Muslim rolationship is the most 

VItal, the one problem that oxoroi .. s tho mind of tho people of Malabar most 
relatee to the question of the relationship between tho landlord and tho 
tenant. In Coohin and Travanoore where the rulers and the ruled have 
greater affinity with e&Oh other than in British Malabar, this question baa 
been to some extent aatisi&Otorily settled. For 50 years now, the Govern
ment baa been 'considering' tho question, issuing Commisoiona, collecting 
evidence, receiving reports, preparing bills and throwing them all into tho 
waste paper basket and still we are told that tho Government wants another 
Committeo, to consider the question again. 

" I am not ono who ad vacates rsdical or revolutionary nhange in land 
reform and I don't think the generality of the tenant population fn Malabar 
do want snob changes. Oooupancy right to the cultivating tenants and pl'O" 
taction from arbitrary eviotion and Melcbarth as regards other cl88801 of 
tenants is the demand made by tho moderate seotion ol it. A legislation 
that regulates tho relatiombip between the jenmia and tenants will be a 
boon to a very large section of tho J enmiea "" well. In many part& of 
Malabar, the impecunious Jenmi is at ·the merny ot the reosleitrsnt tenant 
against such of whom as have effected improvements of largo value, he ia 
quite powerless to anforoe his legitimate claim for renewal foes without costly 
and protracted eviction snits. A legislation which eoonrse a aummary metbnd 
of realising rent and renewal fees to tho Jonmi and protection from arbitrary 
eviction and Melcharth to the tenant and regulates the rate of snob rent and 
renewal fee will he productive of happiness to the Jenmi and the tenant and 
permanent good to the land., 

" Before I conclude, I must refer to one matter which oompolo the 
people of Korala hide their head in shame on account of tbe inhuman and 
disgr...,oful treatment they aeoord to their brethren known an " Theendal" 
castes. The sanctity of tho higher castes including Nair is maasnred in 
this land of Kerala by the distances which their unfortunate brethren have 
to keep from them and whinh in different cases vary from 111 ft. to 1100 ft. 
This is a land whore not only touoh and proximity pollutes but even sight. 

"Another question which is peonliar to Kerala and whioh deserve• our 
oarnsat and urgent attention is the reform of the Marumakkathyam syatem 
of law that prevails hero. lhe Naira, Thiyyas, Moplahs and other com· 
munities that follow the Law labour under various diaabilitiea and are 
bound down by onatcms quite out of joint with modern ideaa , and conditions. 
A change baa become highly necoasary and it ia for the Conferenoo ~ give 
a lead to the country in thia matter. The problem baa been aolved ID the 
116ishbonrills State• of Coohin and Travancore and an aooidootal and 
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unfortunate divioion of Kerala inta thne different politioa) bn~ts bao heen 
in this osse too responsible for the continuance of snob evtls tn Malabar. 
Though the question will have to be solved by us se'l!arate]y, ther! ?'re 
various other matters which only a consolidation of Kerala to~ ~he polttteal 
unit can ·solve· and though it is not possible to prophesy what te tn the womb 
of future' fur Kerala, attempt& must be made early enough, whenever 
practicable, to unite in all possible ways and for all common purpo~es. ~t 
is some consolation to the Congressmen of Kerala that they have striven m 
however humble a way to light against the abominable evt1 and well may 
they oongratn!ate themselves for the successful termi~&tion of the V:ykom 
Saty8graha. Time has wrought 1'6mark&ble changes m_ the mentehty of 
the orthod<>J< section but the evil is there and we reqmn many more stal· 
warts to light against the demon and root out the evil from our province. 
Let us hope that a time will soon come when sa a result of earnest en· 
deavours and spread of liberal ideas, we ehall be able to hold our he~. aloft 
and proclaim to the world tbet in this beautiful country .of ours, tt IS not 
only nature that is kind and charitable but also man''. 

The Preaidential•Addreaa. 
The Presidential Address of Mr. B. G. HORNU1AN \Vl08 delivered 

ext<mpore. After thanking Mr. Madhavan Nair aud the delegates of the 
Kerala Conference for the honour they had conferred upon him by electing 
him as President of that Conference Mr. Horniman said:-

" I just want to rafer briefly here in this connection to another matter 
which is closely related to it and that is the outrageous plan of oolonising 
tho Andamans with Moplahs and the questionable method (to use a mild 
expreesion) which have been used to force snob an nnpopular and repellant 
proposal on an unwilling people. I deoire to eay nothing as to the motives 
of those, who are responsible for this hut I earnestly hope that not only the 
members of the MoPiah commnofty hut the members of all communities in 
Malabar will do all they osn to resist this monstrous proposal from being 
carried further into effeot.n 

Referring to the Malabar Tenancy Bm, Mr. Horniman said that there 
could not be a more scandaloua in•tance of the unrepresentative character 
of the Government in this country, its lack of eympathy with popular grie
vances and demands and its indifference tn the economic needs of the people. 
" Here we have a system of land tenore and tenancy which is prima facie 
wron~ in princ!ple, differs fro~ tbet prevailing in other parts of the country, 
notononaly cansmg great hardship to those real prodnoera of the nation's 
wealth, the tillers of the soil, by placing them at the mercy of hereditary 
'owne"' ~ho like the lillies of the field toil not neither ·do 1hey spin. More· 
over, this ayatem has been condemned again and again by committees of 
enquiry appointed by Government itself." He then traced the hiotory of the 
.'various enqui!'e• conducted. b;v oflicers and oommitteea appointe~ by the 
Government otnoe IB81 whteh bad all reported recommending occopano:v 
'right to tlte 'oultivating tenanta and oaid, "Tbna we come to the year 19211 
~wben a m·easnre dealing with the question in a very moderate way was 

1 

introduced in the Legielative Council by a non·offioial member and went 
'through all ito stages and was finally pasB!'d. Lord Goschen saw fit to veto 
tbe· niea•nre on the advice I ouppose of the Law Member, Sir C. P. Rama• 
ewami Ai7ar. How the Governor of Madras can reconcile thi1 with hi1 
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conscience. and the responsibility he bears to tho people over whom be hu 
been a_ppoJnted to govern passes my comprehension. What ever else may 
be satd a~ut the Reforms Scheme it is not mitigated ,.. we see day after 
day by suoh tnstancea of the irresponsibility of Governon and bureaucrat& 
who, are still teaching the people the value ol responsible Government an<l 
the urgent need ol it not by giving by inotalments but by the example of irres
ponsible Government which they themselves are continually practi•ing." 

The nell:t Congress. 
"I think Madru is to be oongretulatad on having the hononr of being 

the venue of the nut Congress. A Madraa mali is the President of the 
Congress and ws are looking to him to give the country a strong lead, 
a programme of UDCompromiaing resistance to foreign role in whatevsr form 
it is offered that will be consolidated and unanimously sponsored by tho 
representative of tbe nation when the Congress assembles in the city of 
Madras next December. The national movement has receded lamentably 
during the last two years and there is much ground to be recovered. Indeed 
a fresh start must be made. There is only one way to auooeed in politioa 

. especially in a great atrnl!!'le lor national freedom. Oneo you have adopted 
a policy and programme, stick to it. stand by it in fair weather and in foul. 
II we allow ourselves to be turned aside into other patha by every obstacle 
we meet or by the specious invitation• of our opponents to consider the 
attractivenesa of some weakening compromise, we can never ell:peot to attain 
suocees. It seems to me that no sooner do we get stsrtod along a atraight 
path than all sorts of so-called leaders to whom we have trusted begin to 
fall out on the way, discovering various kinds of reasona why tbey do so 
and why they should give up the programme that hat been laid do111'!1. 
The reault of the abandonment, or to be strictly accurata, the suapension 
of the non-co-operation programme, was the demoralisation of its followers. 
But I want to say this for myself because I have been aoouaed of having 
parsonul antipathies. I want to say that I have no personal feeling in regard 
to any of the leaders of the Indian national movement to-4>y ; but I do feal 
atrongly when I see men who have been trusted by the rank and Ills with 
the mandate of the Congresa which carried the considered decision of the 
national voioe of India when I see them instead of performing that duty 
turning aside into other paths doing something against the policy and pro
gramme which has been authorised by the National Congrau. 

Dangers of Council· Entry Programme. 
Adverting to the dangers of the Counoil·entry programme, the Preaident 

mid "We see now that those dangers are very real dangers indeed and 
have actually produced the result that we feared they would produce. We 
find the Swarajiat party in the Indian Legislative Ase~mbly, instead of 
carrying on a strict policy of unoompro':"iain.g non-co·operat1on and o?stfllC' 
tion, carrying on a policy of followmg a mode o~ con~uet wh1ch to 
my mind frienda, is nothing less than actual ~-opera~on mth the system 
of Government which they wantad to obol1ah. It IS the most deplorable 
thing that while the mandate of the Indian National Congreas very o~earl7 
laid upon the Swarajiat party, that is to say, the Congress party ID the 
Indian Legislative Assembly the duty of obstruction and espscial!y the dn.ty 
of throwing out the finance bill, we find the Congress party 10 the Leg!O" 
lative Aaaombl;v actually, or at any rato tho loaders of tho Congreu pariJ 



· KERALA PROVllictAL CONFERENCE (c.t.ucni! 
'406 

in the A8sembly, giving orders to their follo.~·ers th~t ~h~ .reading of th.• 
Finance Bill is to be allowed to be passed wtthout a dlVlaton. I say 1t 
reflects very great credit on those younger members of the Congress party 
in tho Assembly whu were more loyal to the Congress man~·~· refused to 
eccept that ·order to disobey the Con~ess mand.ato, a?d mststed upon the 
division against the third reading of the Fmance Btl! bemg taken. I . want 
to say here from this platform that what has happened reosntly m the 
.Ass&mbly and in some of tho Councils is a greatest betrayal of ths Congress 
mandate. . 

"In ths Madras Legislative Council where the hopes of the. country 
had been so highly raised by their wonderful sueo&ss at the elections we 
find thor& again the mandate of the Congress being defied and betra~ed by 
actions which, whether directly or indirectly, at any rate, result tn the 
support of the Ministry, a thing which they were definitely instruated by 
the Congress that they must not do. I have been reading in some papers 
this morning reasons put forward for na on behalf of the Congress Party 
in the Madras Legislative Council for the action that they pursued and I 
am told that they were faced with the prospect of either the Justice Party 
being pnt into office or of a diosolution aod they thought that it was not to 
run the risk of either. My friends, it does not matter what they were 
faced with, it does not; matter what; danger they thought was before them, 
what would he the results of the consequences of &heir action. 

"II they have had any misgivings at all about it, there is the way open 
to them and to all of us when we cannot carry out a mandate and that 
is to resign their seats and to soy that &bey are unable to carry out the 
mandata that has been confided to them." 

"Now I want to draw your attention to this. We have arrived at a 
stage when it seems to me that we are going to be laced with the question 
of whether we are going to oootinue to stand for the principle and practica 
of non-oo·operation or whether we are going to admit failnr& and abendon 
the policy and progl'amme that W& pursued during the last seven or eight 
years, and agree to a policy of co-operation. Because there is no alter
native between the two, there can be no compromise between co-operation 
and non·oo-operation, no matter what adjectives yon may use becaus& they 
are two absolutely contredictory and different principles. Now wby did 
the country ~opt a policy of non-co-operation, why after striving for years 
and years m the path of co-operation with the fo~eign rulers did the w bole 
country as by the stroke of a magio wand suddenly com& to the conoloaion, 
an~ the. ~ht conclusion, that so long as they co-operated and compromised 
thetr political serfdom, so long as they acquiesced in political slavery, so long 
could,there ~ no hope that the country would ever be free.'' 

If India wants to he free, no matter whether in the immediate futore 
or no matter how long it may take to achieve freedom, if India want• to 
he fre&-a free and sell-respecting nation among the peoples of the world
li!'at can only be by the steadfast pursuit of the uncompromising determina· 
tum not to oo-operate with the foreign Government in the imposition of 
foreign rule on the country." · 

~ " I ask ,ou_ :whether there is to he aeon any encouragement in the 
attitude of the. Bntish Government at this moment to justify us in departing 
in an~ way m the smallest degree from the rigid programme of non-oo· 
operation that we had hitherto pursued. Ia Lord llir kenhead offering an;r 
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BOT!' of gene;ous geature that would enoourage us to believe that he means 
aenously !"' give the country anything that ia worth having if he geta the 
co-operation for which he is alwaya asking! He quotes Lord Chelmtford 
as saying that autocracy in India. is dead. But it is dead neither in India 
nor in Whitehall. This twentieth century ex-Lord Chancellor will continue 
to intlict on India. the wio1tod methods of the Chamber rule of the 17th 
century _in England, methods which led to the dethronemont and exoontion 
of a king when thoy were practised on Englishmen in the•• days. He 
refusos tc release tho Bengal detenus. Indian trool" are sent to China 
without reference tc the opinion of the Indian legislature which io refuaed 
permission even to discuss the question. Ia autocracy deed I India.' 1 
elected representatives by an overwhelming majority rejected the one 
ahilling six pence ratio but it is forced oo the country by tho official blco1t 
voting to the order of the Government. Is autocracy dead I Indio' 8 elected 
representatives r~eot the army vote as a protost against the monstrous 
burden of military expenditure for imporial purposes. It is restored by 
tho certificate of the Govornor-General. Again, we ask. ia autocracy dead I 
Indis.'s elected representatives reduced tho salt tax, the most bated burden 
of the Indian people. It is restored by a second chamber which cannot 
ol&im tc be in any W""J represontative and the Viooroy was ready with pen 
in hand to .restore it a~ain if tho ASBembly again rejected it. ao he hed the 
power to do ao. Again, I as1t, is autoorscy dead I Suoh instances could be 
multiplied indefinitely. The tslk of autocracy being dead is a cruel moo1tery 
and cruel jibe at the helplessness of the Indian people. Lord Birkenheed 
knows that autocracy is not dead. The centrsl feature of the Montagu 
reform scheme was to ensure ita survival. I ask yon, are we going to give 
up the policy of non-co-operation 1 I have no doubt that eo far as thio 
oonference is cnnoerued the answer which Lord Birkenhend will get will 
be unoompromiaing adherence to the policy of refluing tc co-operate with 
him and his Government until they come to their aenses. 

"Overhaul Congress Machinery.• 

"Now there are two thiogs that I want tc put before you for your 
consideration to-day. One is a consideration in view of the matten that 
I have diseuBBed, the consideration of the programme and policy which the 
country is to pursue in the near future. Tbe other matter wbiob 1 want 
tc put bofore you is the urgent need !or making. the ·maeh~nery .nf the 
Congress constitution a really demoorat10 and natiOnal maobmery wstead 
of the unsa.tiofaotory machinery that it is at tho pres&nt moment. • 

Alter describing certain alleged irregularities in the proooduro of the 
loot Congreas at Gauhn.ti Mr. Horniman pleaded for a thorough overhauling 
of the maohinery of the Congress for the purpose of ensuring_tbe election 
of all its bodies tc Prcvineial Congress Committees to the All·Iodia Congreao 
Committee and the Working Committee of people who rea!ly rep,resent the 
voice of tbe nation, the rank and file of the Cong~ss. He sa~d: It would 
ta1te a very long time. ladies and geutlomn, tc go mto the.whole of that _matter 
in detsil at present. All I am going to suggest to you th111 a!ter?oon. •• that 
you ehould give your support to the pro~osal for an enqu•q> m order 
thoroughly tc overhaul tho elective macb~nery and co~stitut•o,~ of the 
Congress in order that it maY be made a gennmely d~mocratjc body. 

Tho Conference then adjourned [to meet agam on tbe next day the 



408 KERALA PROVINCIAL CONFERENCE [C4LICU11 

I'lth Apn1 when the resolutions as drafted by the Sul!1eots Committee on the 
previous night was disanssed and passed. The followJDg are the text :-

Resolutions. 
(!) Thla Confere~~ce fervently praye tc God thai; Mahatma Gandhi may 10011 bo 

restored to health and be enabled to continue his work. 
(2) This Conference while appreatating tbe enthusiasm evinced by all oJasses of people 

in subscribin« toward• the Kb&ddar Fa.nd a~peala to them all to help the national move
m~t.forther by taking to spinning and ha.b1tnal wearlna of Kbaddar~ 

(S) Tbta Conference places on record ita sense of profound 10&1 the country baa ao.a. 
tained tn the death of Swami Sbradbananda and ealla upon the people to carry On•the great 
natioual work he wa1 doing as the fittest tribute to his services and u.crifioea for the 
co•ntry. 

(4) This Conference congratulate& the Haharant.Regent of Travanoore on her libeu.l 
and-eourageou action in stopping the barbarous practice of sacrifice of animals and -alnging 
nf obscene song canted on in the name of reUgion and urges upon the Maharaja of 
Cocbin arut the """"" and trusteeo ot temple& and tho pchi!c generally tc follow the 
lead of the MahaTanf.Rrgr-:ot. 

(6) This Conferf'nee condtmnt the action of the Governmmt in perBiating In the 
Andamana scheme in eaUooa disre-gard of the dictate& of humanity and jasttce and in utter 
d~fiance or public opinion and calla upon tbe people to continue the agitation against the 
uid scbl'me tin the Government finds Itself compeUed to give np the same.. 

(6} Tbia Conference bP&rtiJy sympatblata with the pt>opJe of China in their struggle 
fOT frudnm and places on ft"COrd the aense of hotni1iation and resentment o-f the people of 
thfa country at tb action of the British Government in compelling India to be a party 
to their unworthy imperial adventure in China. 

(7} This Conference reqoHts tbe A. I. S. A.. to do its btat to improve band-aplnnfng aud 
khadi-wP&rlDg in Taliparamba, N. MalabaT, which ia a cotton-growing lOCfJity and also 
the M.L.C.'a of Cocbin to move tbe State to do the nef'dfal in the matter of hand-apinnlng 
in the eott.on-growing loeaHtbot of the Chit-tnT taluk where the art of apiunin« has 
gone o-ut of fashion only a decade OT two ago. 

(8) Thia Conference fa of opinion that atrenuoua. attempts ebould be made to organite 
pesaant laboaroro and depreeaed olaa&ea aU o .. r the province and tc hrl•i about their aoc!al 
and eooncmio p!'Oiperlty, 

(9) Untcnchabllity and llll&pproachahillty. 
"This Conference earoest.ly appeala to the people of Kerala entirely to do away with 

the cuBtom o! unapp-roaoha'biUty •nd untouchability 11 nd appeals to all H1ndus not to 
es.clude any Hillilo from any temple, tank, well or road on account of hie caato o.r eltr.!S.." 

(10) ldr, M. P. Narsyena Menon't Case, 
11 

Thfa Conference solemnly declares ita emphatic faith In the n.baolnte fn noeenca of 
Brfman M. P~ Narayana Menon and recorda Its deliberate opinion that In oonr:fnuing to 
be, him in jail, the Government is guilty of an act of gross injustice. Tbia Couferenoe 
b fortber of opinion that the terms recently Offot!-red' to bim by the Govmnment 1ne an 
innlt to the public and merely a rue to avoid aa.tiafying their demand for bla roleue..' 

(11) Amnesty tc Rebellion Priacnera. 
tJ Tbia Conference eonwid,.ra It easentfal in the ioteTCats of juatlee: aa well aa econom 

that tzeneral amnesty of rebeUfon prtsooen should be d~lared or at least of those wh~ 
have not been found guilty of acta of violence." 

(12) Ncn-Co·Operatlon agalnat Oppreulve JeDmit 
tl Thia Conference is of O?inion that legislation giving fixity of ienure to the tenants 

of Ha.labaT is enential in the interests of the economic, 100ial and poUtlcal advancement 
of tbe district and condemns stronRlY· the aetfon of the Qovernar of Mad rna in vetoing 
the Malabar Tenancy BilL Tbfs Conference ia fu.rtber of opinion that tbe Committee of 
.ED~uiry contemplatal: by the Govemmeut iB su}'&rilnoo• and a device to delny ltgislat.ion ~ 
nT if pouible to &b~lve it altof(ft.~er and Utg5 upon the Provincial Oon:gren Committee to · 
organf&e a campa1gn of non .. vJolent non·co--opeution aga.fnat opprenive Jenmis ontU a 
properl7 framed blll removing the grievances of the tenanta baa been paased Into law." 

(13) Oongreu PaftJ in the Madras Council. 
" Thll COllf .. ence ltr0llsl1 0011damns the aolion ot the majority ot the OongreBI 
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~%a~ft~e :::~:a ~;:atb in retasblg to vote dow!l th9 salaria& of eha Hlnttl:er .:r: 
prevent a repetition o1 auob :Ou'::•r;- and urges apo!l the A. L o. o. to ta\e_ ~teps to 

" _ {H) CongNea and Native 8taleo. 
Tbfa Oouferenoe recommends to the· All·India Congrees that tho Indian Natlooat 

Oongreu do henceforth actively partletpate In the Internal affAirs of Native Statu and 
that the Congreu constitution be alteTed if necessary to thts and u 

. (16) Commercial Distress and Jealoasi~ 
''This Conference calls upon the Hindus and Masa.lmaua alike to make a determined 

eftort. to 'J)nt an end to commu.ual di&tresa and jealousies by adopting the auggestlont to g!" 
up communal e1ectoratea.11 

(16) Congress to Capture Looal bodlea. 
"Iu as much as the work of the Municipa.litiea and 1~1 boaTds thtoURb.out Kerala 

ie nn&atisfactorlly carried out, this Conference resolves that all munictpalitles aud locat 
boards be captored by the. Congress and that C9ngressmen be pot"up for eleotlonl<lthen 
wherever possible. 11 ~ _ • • ' 

(17) Fotore Pol!oy of the Cong""'" 
(cr) u This CoufRrronce Teamrma the principle of non-co-operation u tb~ bule of the 

polioy of the Indian National Conguas and urges that there aboold ho no departure from 
the strict principle of non.eo.operation ia any wa.y wb&tsllt!ver. 

(b) '' This conference regrets that the Congress reprueutattvea tn the Indian Legia. 
lattve Ataembly and some of tho Councils have betrayed the mandate of the Oongresa and 
oalla upon tbe A. L 0. c. to df!mand from suob representatives an up1an~ioD ol the 
Congreu: and to take eteps to ensure that, In fo.tu~ the mandate of the Oongren &hould 
he oarrled out both In tbe Assembly and In lbe Connolt., 

(e) " Th!o Confomlee Ia o! opinion that tho time bae eome for lhe relnotltot!oa of 
an active programme of non-oo.operation in the country and urges the a.ppolotmmt of a 
Committee of the A. L 0. 0. to consider and report wlthiD. three months a110h a pro
gt'amme of non-oo-openltlon as win lead the oouutry by stages to the calmlaatiDg lt&ge of 
mua civil ditObedienca. . 

(~ " ThiB Oonferanoe is of opinion that recent eventa have ahown the oonttltutlan . 
and the maobtu.ery of the Indian National Congress to be defective and ta. 10me mpeotl 
uudemocratiu. especially ht n~ard. to the machinery for carrying out. the e1eotfona of 
various committee! and urges that in all auoh eleatiout the principle of aeeret ballot 
should prevail and that a regular and unanimous procedure in tb{t principle be tnatltut«t 
for all ncb eleotiona and It calla upon the Working Committee of the A. L 0. 0. to tab 
neoessary steps to pJaoe an amendment and tt:r.pn.mrion of the preSent constitution and 
rules before the next tesaion of the Congre&a for these purposes. 

((•) " Thit Conference is stronp;iy of opinion that the better orgtultatlon of the 
~at1ant and wotkera is esaentfal for their doe r~reaentation in the Congren and to enable 
them to play their pa.tt fully in the national movement tor the attainment or Snraf u 
well aa the ameltorat.iou of their own condition& For the proteetiou of tbefr rJghtl and tbe 
unrance to them of tbefr rightful share in the wea1tb of the coontry of which they are 
the produeer(\ thia Conference calla upon tho Working Committee of the A. I. 0. 0. 
immediately to take the necessary atepa by appointing woTkert and peasant organil&tlou 
Committees to carry on without det.y the work of such orgauf&atf.on." 

(18) " Completo [ndependen .. for ll!dla." 
,. In the opln\nu of this Conference, thlll time. bu come to deftne the creed or the_ 

Congress ae complete independence and tbil Conference recommend• to tbe Iodi!Ul 
National CongTeaa that necessary al~rationa to thil elite~ be made in the Oongrea• creed." 

President Thanked. 
Mr.· U. Gopala Menon then in a short apeeob expre.osed their deep 

debt of gratitude to tho President for oomiog ~own from the d10tant Bomh•y 
and pMSiding over the Conlerenoo. He wtshed a day wonld come wh~n 
they would have more men like their worthy president to work for thotr 
pomioat salvation. • 

After a short thanks-giving apeeoh by the President the Conferenot 
t(lrminated, 
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The Bengal Provincial Conference. 
The little village Main about 20 miloa from Ho~. Wll8 aatir on 

Somttds.:r the 16th Apnl 1927 when th~ Bengal Pron~mal Conference 
commenced ita aitting at Deshabandhu Pall!. The prooeedmga oommenoed 
with the singing of the national aong ' Banda Mataram ', the whole 
ho11111 standing. 

Dr. Nandi's Welcome Addreee. 
Thil over, Dr. P. Nandi, Chai~n .. of the Reoeption Committse read hit 

weloomo addreaa. · 
In welcoming the delegatoa. Dr. Nandi aaid that what tho:r wanted more 

than anything else at the preaent moment was to restore India to the 
poeitlon abe had lost. In order to seoure independence for her it ~ 
enential that nationalism ahould be remodelled. Every Iadian shonld thmk 
that, although their manners and cnatomo might be different, they all 
belonged to one and the same great nation. The greeter the number of 
oommunitiea the len waa the chance of aalva.tion. An insult to one 
ought to he rsgarded a.a an inaolt in all the others; and nationalism 
would onl:r be built up when every Indian would respond equally to all 
endeavour• for the welfare of the nation. The present Conference waa an 
inetanoe in point. There might, however, be those who did nnt sympa· 
tbieod with auch movement ; and it wu only whon thoy would he able to 
ap\)ly tbemoelvea heart aod sool to endeavour of this kind that 
nationaliam. and independence would be regarded aa ha.ving been established. 
Tho goal woold be reached only when the country wonld learn to volne 
public opinion, et lea.st the opinion of the majority. This, in fact, waa the 
foundation atone on which the edifice of nationality could be built. 
. Dr. Nandi dwelt at length on the two most importa.nt politicnl questions 
of tho day,. namely, the split in the Congress camp and the existing Hindu· 
Mosie'!> telat!Onll. a.nd emphasised the need of physieal culture and female 
eduootion. He regretted the action of some of his oonntrymen, who were 
well· known for their patriotism, in standing aloof from the affairs of the nation 
and ~nolnd"!l t~at :th• time bad come when they should come forward 
and guide the~r m~~gntded brethren in the work of national reconetrnction, 

President's Speech. 
' The Preaident than rose amid prolonged cheers and shouts of " Banda 

M~tsram " and delivered his Presidential address. 
"Unite, carry the message of ch~Lrka to every cottage, ta.ke to the 

boycott !"ovement. This will be the right challenge to the bureaucracy who 
are ke•pmg onr youngmen in prison without trial," said Sj. Jogindra. Cbander 
OHAK~A ~ERTY -in course of hia lengthy presidental a.ddresa. Deploring 
the achl8m m the Congreso camp in :Bengal and the communal quarrel be 
appealed to the Jood eenae and va.triotianl 9! all to oin\ their c!ill'erenqe, 



PRESIDENT's SPEECH 4il 
and to gi>:e a united fight. to t~e hnreauorao:r who might be reJoioing 
at their ~l800mfitnre to gam the~r own end!. B:r their quarrel the:r are 
loaing thetr hold on the people and the congrM& its preotige, Be ez. 
preoeed the hope that membero of both partiee would attend the MB,ju 
conference and !'" ~ reoult. of their joint deliberation would evolve a new 
~ogrees orgam.sa~on to take to tho work of tho Dation with j.'ellewed 
VIgour and enthUBiaam. 

"About tau .days ~o" &Qid Sj. Cbakravody, "a request waa made to me 
~ ""!'''Pt the presidentsh!P· I was at firat unwilling to undertake the taak 
~n new of the prenilmg atmoaphere bot I felt that every humble worker 
1n the cause of the country ought to make his utmost endeavour to aoe that 
da_e to di~no_es tho work of the conference might not be frustrated. With 
thJS end m vtew I uudertool< the responsiln1it:r whioh Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta 
has not ventured to aooept. I loel it bas been an aot of great buord ior 
m~ hut it would. have h&en unjnet to see the etrorts of the Reoeptioa Com
mtU;ee so for nothtng. I have fnll confidence that with the bleesing of the 
Almight;r and help and oo-operation of friends I shall he able to discharge 
my dnt;r under a moal; diflionlt situation with eatislsetion to alL · 

Bengal's Woes. 
Referring to the woes nnd worriee that are atllioting Bengal and the 

P.roblems that confronted her at the present moment the Preaident said:.
' The commnnal queotion whioh bas assumed auoh serious proportiona and 

which is oppressirnl men and women of Bengel attronts our ioremoet attention. 
. Tho ngly and uneeemly aoenee that were enaoted on tho atreets of Calcntt.a 
abont this time .Iaat year bad their repuronseion io the mof111oi~ have ooD" 
verted the whole Bengal into a veritable pandemonium. Hindus and 
MosleDJS had lived together for the .Iaat aoo 1ears in villages in bond! of 
fellow-feeling and brotherhood with no question of nmeio t.o dilturh the 
aerene tranqnilit:r of the villages and to-day mutual batwi. intole.raooo and 
suspicion .ia driving the nation headlong into min. From the exoenes oonr 
mittad it appears that the dream of the Bindn·Moalem unity baa vanished 
like a phantom. Is there no hope of reunion between these two communi· 
tiee 1 I beg of you, brother Hindu and brother MOtlem, do not abat.ter our 
dresm of establishing Swara,i in the land through .the united e&rt.s of 
Hindus and Moslems. Hindus and Moelema might be obaoued with a uiPt
mare for the time being, but I have fnll faiLb that they wiU eoma t.o realise 
their follies very aooa and the f&Ot t.bal; for their aell•p1'8B8fVatiOO they will 
have tO make up their diiFerenCI&B tbemselv& 

Moslems and >Congress. 
"1 have to note with great regret that the M.oslema 1111 .'' ra~t and ~ 

of the Indian nation have practically cut otr the1r oollJleotion w1tb the Indian 
National Congress. The organisation wbiob. bas been r~ up at a l'IOB1llt 
of 40 years' eincere ellorts of the best mmd! and brs!ne of the COft!!tl'T oao 
alone direct ua the wa:y toward! freedom. When a nation otea~. 11! wo'!" 
of _.long olavery feels tho stirring of a new life of freedom '!lthm ttlelf ~ 
cannot be expected that everyone will . take the same route ''! tho m~b 
toward! freedom. Bnt if the Moslems think that t~ey are .to st;ive ?or tbe!r 
own freedom independently of Hiodne and the Hindus tb_tnk ltkewne, this 
mentalit:r should be knonked on the bead ,.. soon aa ~ble •• Sov.en :rean 

. ago, at tllf oa11 of Mahat~ Gandhi, .Hindus and MoaloDIUied wttb nob oliltt 
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in furthering the work of the Congress but things have changed. sinos then. 
It is natnral that our trnstees-the hureauoraoy w_ho are keepmg ?• un~er 
subjugation at great pains-cannot look up~n the Hmdu-Moslem l!n.tty wtth 
favour. Theae differences are strengthemng our trustees and glvlDg. the~ 
dolight. I besoech you, brother Hindu and other Moslom, forsake thts snt· 
oidal policy, come under the banner of the nation h.?'nd in hand and take up 
the proposals made by the All-India Cong~·ess Commtttae and the atmosphere 
of suspicion and distrust will v..nish in no time ", 

Wrongful Detention of Patriotic Youths. 
The President then strongly criticised the Government policy regarding 

detention of youths of Bengal without trial. Snob detention, he said, was 
possible only because we were weak. The statement Lord Birkenhend made 
in Parliament the other day was an insult to India and it waa possible only 
in a conntry like India. The Secretary of State for India in defending the 
policy of indefinite detention in jail declared that these youngmen would be 
confined in jail so long as the present political atmosphere of Bengal had not 
ohanged and even the semblance of revolutionary movement waa not remem· 
bered. But what hope was there when it depended on the report of the 
C. I. D. police who would never say that danger was over. The aeoret of 
it all is that nnle.s these !lowers of the notion was shut out from public 
BOtivities there waa no ch•noe of throttling the Swaraj movement which the • 
bureanorsoy was always seeking to do by all means. With brute force at 
their bsek the bureaucracy can pass any legislation they chose to curtail the 
birthright of the people. The Indians they say can bark but cannot bite. 
Had Indiana bsen strong all these would have been a thing of the past. 

Stand againsli Exploitation. 
"We have accepted Mahatma. Gandhi as onr political Gnrn but we have 

failed to take up in ril!ht earnest the mea.ne suggested by him for the attain
~ent oi our gosl-means which he has sug~ested as a result of long serviue 
m the cause of the country: Foreign domination is baaed on exploitation, 
·J'Ure and simple. It is possible to stand against this policy. Remedy lies 
1n the spread of Chorka and Khaddar but unfortnnately we have not as 
yet baen able to fully appreciate this invaluable message of Mabatmaji. 
Had we beon able to work out this message even partially Britieh merchants 
would have realised that Bengalis have strength". 

In the mem?rable words of Deshbandhu Daa the President said : "The 
gr"":t answer whtoh_ I '!""nt to give to the bureaucracy to-day ia boycott of 
foretgn cloth. Thts 1e the ans11er which I want to give to the bureaucracy. tt no~ only demolishes their ole.ims but at the same time builds your national 

fe 1n a manner which nothing else can do. Those who do not spin must 
look to the_ o~ganisation of spinning. Those who do not weave must look 
~the organisation of weaving. And if we all work hard and do oar little, 

e least that anybody oan do, I feel sure that within a short time yon will 
anoompsss the boycott of .foreign oloth. And that day is the beginning of 
~hnr freedom •. That day w1ll be the foundation of our ealv..tion. That ia 
• e gospel whtoh I alwaya· preach." · 

Utility of Char ka. 
"Aslo'!g "!' the B~ngaless will live they will carry this massage. Where 

is that orgamsatton wh1oh Deshbandho urged so repeatedly 1 Han the Con· 
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Jr'Ju.d oommtUees tn Bengel made any sincere elfor~ liowards the spread ol 

dar~ Hav~ they been able to do even one hundredth part of what 
tb." !bad•J:"ttatban and A bhoy Aeram have done t Let uo then rectify our 
h_18 e. et us take to the boycott movement in right earnest and ~arry 
t e ~ ... age ol the C~arlm into the cot~ of the poor. I feel the problema 
~!llmdu-Moslem ~mty, reconciliation among Congro1s workers, of untouob&· 
btttt ~nd othe~ ttema ol the Congress programme con be profitably solved 

Y t e mtrodu~tton. of C:harka and Khaddor ". The President then made 
aeveral suggsatione m whtcb village reconstruction work can be conducted 
liD~ heal_th, prosperity and bounty can once more he brought book to the 
rumed VIllages of Bengal. 

Peasants &nd Laboures. 
" We have to explore wherein lies the woes and agonies of the peasant 

and the labourer. Congress will become powerful only when the peasant 
and the coolie will themselves be &ble to oorry tbe flag of the Congress. 
Tho story of the woes of the Hindus &nd the Mnsalm~ns is the same and 
village work must form the meeting ground of the Hindus and MoolemL 
M&ny think that the establishment of Hindu Sabhas and Tanoim Com· 
mittees in the land will cause berm to the country .. baing communal 
institutions. Communal interest has no quarrel with the larger interest in 
the country. We have been unable to make up our dillerencea because we 
were not able to lead our respective communities on proper channels", , 

The Counoil Programme. 
Referring to the Counoil progremme the President said that be did not 

think th&t the Connoil was the only programme ol the Congress. The President 
continued : " When we .find that Government ride roughshod over the feelings 
of the Counoil members by diaregarding their opinions, that members &re allow
ed only to expreas their opinion on the budget without b&ving any power to fiJ: 
the amount for any item and that resolntio!lB supposed to be in the interest 
of the country which are accepted by the Council alter diocnosion are not 
binding on the Government, we cannot but oonolnde that it is u.el ... to 
rem&in in the Councils. Bot there is another aspect of the question which can 
not be ignored. The Government want that any act before it ia pasaed into 
law must be accepted by the Council where some members represent Govern· 
ment whose duty it is always to vote lor Government. Legislation accepted by 
the Councils can be paraded before the world by Government u h&ving been 
aooepted by the representatives ol the people. We ahould not JOIIow Govern
ment to do this. It is to foil this trick on the port of the Government that 
Congress w&nted to capture tho Council!. In the words of D~hbandho, ~he 
President said, "I have oaid over and over again that the Coumlil does not gtve 
:ron Swara.i bnt the Connoil is at tho oame tirue an iostitutio~ whi?h wor!<' 
against you. You must remove that obstruction in order to ge! ~war&) from 1t. 
But ;ron must get Swaraj by your own activity." The Counoil11 n~t the only 
programme of the Congress. Nor do we hope to do any substantial good to 
the country by leaving the Council•. Doring the first three years of the 
Reforms when the Councils were boycotted by the Congress, men could be 
hnnd to enter them with the reault tbet Council proceedings wont on nn· 

· hampered. Our leaving the Connoila oon be 1upported ool;r when mea IJ:!' 
110t forthoornlog to 0011teat the eleotioo", 
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Concluding, the President made a fervent appeal for unity and in the 
name of Sj. Snbhaah Chandra Bose and other unfortunate ~onngmen of Be~~ 
who were rotting in jail he implored the le&ders of all. parties an~ commuDitJes 
te unite on a common platform of service te the nat1_on .forgettmg all petty 
diflerenees and teke up the true work of tbe country lD ngbt earnest. 

Resolutions. 
The following are the full text• o£ the resolutions paseed at the 

Bengal Provincial Conference held at Main on April 16 and 17 :-
(1) This Conference places on record its sense of the irreparable I~ 

the nation baa sustained by the tragic death of the breve and noted patnot 
Swami Shraddhananda, who dedicated his life to the service of his country 
and espoWied with fearless devotion the cause of the lowly, the f&llen and 
the weak. 

(2) This Conference reonrds its sense of deep sorrow at the untimely 
death of Krlahnajihan Sanyal and sympathises with tbe hareaved family. 

(3) That as a meaonre of eft'ective protest against the continued 
detention without charge and trial of a large number of our countrymen 
(under the Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Act and Regulation Ill of 1818) 
this Conference urges tho adoption and vigorous pursuit of a programme 
of intensive boycott of all British cloth and alao uf all snob British goods 
the like of which are produced in India or obtainable in any other country 
other thao Britain. 

(4) This Conference regards bandspinning aud handweaving as an 
b!lential programme for constructive work and requests all Congressmen 
and publio te spin and wear Khadi. It further l'ecommenda 'the Bengal 
Provincial Congreas Committee to form a Kbadi Board for helping the pro
vinoiol work and carry out the Gaubati resolution. 

(5) (a) 'Ibis Conference, while deploring the virulence of communal 
outbreak in various parts of Ben~al maker, a solemn and earnest appeal to 
all Congresa membero and Congress workers to hold before their vision 
the ideal of Hindu-Muslim unity, te work il;cessantly and strenuously 
f'?r. the promotion ~f better understanding between the two groat commu
ntties as far aa pomhle, te keep aloof from all sectional and communal 
movemsnts which tend te keep olive the present tension and always and 
evecywb~re te act as messengers of peace, good-will and a spirit of humble 
comproiUIBe. 

(!) This Conference deplores the serious loss of life that took place 
at the village Kulkati on the 22nd of M~rrch last as the :result of an order 
te opsn fire .upon Ml>bomedan crowd given by Mr. Blandy, the District Magia
trste o~ Barlaal ":"~ while reserving final judgment upon the necesaity or 
otbenme for f!IVlng such order, this Conferer.ce emphatically urges that a 
fnll, open and impartial enquiry ahould be held into the matter, and this 
~nlerence would request the B. P. C. C. te appoint a non-official commiosion 
•or that purpoee. 

n· ~ ~:d ~<mferenoe urges on the B. P. C. C. the appointment of oon-
"0 Ill o equal number of membe11 from both the communities 

' 
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o!- IDndaa an~ Moalema ~ aet~e communal qtl&rreJ. and look to the re.eata'b
li~bment o~ friendly re!ationabtp between tho two aommunitioa. Tho Board 
wdl . ~u.r tn the locahtiea where trouble ia apprehended and eatablisb a 
oonailtation boa.rd there. 

(7) This oonler~nce a!;rongly condemns the culpable delayed negligence 
of the Govern_ment m tbe matter of re-introducing their Benge\ Tenancy 
Amendment B!ll and urgea that a Bill &hould be introduc&d at the ue:r;f; 
Seaaion of the Bengal Legislative Council when among other things will make 
provi&ion for the following :-

(a) Transferability ol oaonpa.ney holdings upon payment of a minimum 
amount of aelomi by way of Lendlorda' fee. . 

(b) Recognition of the tenants' right to out trees, big tonka and erect 
puoea a!;ructnres upon the Zeminder' a land. 

(o) Maintenanae of the statua quo aa r•garde bargadara bbag tenanta 
and Korfa of uoder eyota. 

(8) This conferenae declares. that the oonntcy will not consider &nJ 
10heme of taxation for &dncation until and nuleas the prooe&da of auah ta= 
tion &nd the policy of Primary Education is completely veated in the popular 
oontrol. · 

(9) The oonferenae requests the B. P. C. C. to ar.range pnblioatioo for 
the infonnation of the publio of reports at leaat evecy three months regerd· · 
lng the grievances, health and whereabout. of the political priaonera In 
&ogal. 

(10) (a) The conferenoe urges appointment of an enquiry aommittae 
and organisation of relief for halp of thoae needy families who bad ani!ered 
or are eui!ering in the hand• of the Government in their atrnggle for 
the oountris fre&dom and (b) urges atarting of relief fuod lor help of aooh 
aui!erers. 

(11) In view of the fact that an honourable aeltlament between the 
two disputing Congr•aa parties eannot further be delay&d without aariona 
harm to the cause of the oonotcy, this aonferellce resolves that the Isadora 
of both parties in consultation amongst the!DB81voa should li:o: a date within 
the 30th of April to meet once again to distlllS8 and settle tho lin as of an 
effective oompromise batween them and requests Sj. Jogendra Chandra 
Chakrsvarty, the President of the Provincial Coofenmce at Maju, to take all 
necesaacy ateps in the behalf. 

' (12) This .Onlerenae urges upon the Bengol Pro!iocial Co!'grou. Com· 
mittee imm&diately to appoint a strollil and reprosentat1 ve oomm1_t~ee tn or 
der to enquire into the origin, administrstion and t~o present pont1on o~ ~be 
Village Reconstruction Fund whioh was Dashbandhu a las~ and moat striking 
legaoy to his oountcymen. • 

(13) This conference while it disaooistea itseU from and d!SIIpprovea of 
the military poliny of Britiah Government to send troops from Ind1o to _fight 
against the Chinese people, cougrstul.tes the young Cbma and tho Chme~ 
nation on the recent auooess and assure• them of the sympathy and good-will 
of the Indian people in t.heir hour of peril. 



The All-India Hindu Mahasabha. 
The tenth session of the All-India Hindu Mahasahha opened at Patna 

oli the 16th April 1927 and continued for the next two days under the 
Presidentsbip of Dr. Moonjee. Three hundred delegates and about 1,800 
to l. 400 visitors attended. Madras and Bombay were unrepresented. Thoaa 
present on the platform beaides the President and the Chairman of the 
Reception Committee included Raja Nareodranath, Lala Lojp~t Rai, Mr. 
Rajendra Prasad, Mr. Gouri Shanker Misra, Hon'ble Mahendra Prasad, 
Mr. S. Sinha, Mr. Davipraand Sinha, Mr. Sheopat Gupta, Mr. Jagatnaraio La!, 
Sri Gurumukrai Swami, Sws.mi Ss.tyadev and Pandit Mndan Mohan Malaviya. 
Mr. P. Ray Chaudbnri, Seeretary, Hindu Sabba, Glas1ow, o•bled sym
pathy and a donation of £3-l Os. for tho Shradbanand Memorial Fund. 
Raja Rampal Singh, Mr. Bbagwandas, Mr. C. VijiaragbGvacharis.r, Sir J. C. 
Bose end tbe Hon'ble Mr. B. Chakravarthi also sent messages of sympathy. 

A dozen Akalis holding swords went about tho psodal shouting Jai 
Jai and Sri Sat Aka!. 

At 4-80 p.m. tha President-elect accompanied by the Hon'blo Mr. 
Ganesh Dott Sin~h. Kumar Ganganand Sinha, Maulvi Abdul Bari, 
Messrs. Jairamdas Daulatram and others entered the pandal~md was warmly 
applauded, · A V edio chorus was then Jed followed by Hindu music. 
Kumar Ganganand Sinha. Chairman of the Reception Committee, then 
delivered hia welool!lll address, 

The Welcome Addreaa. 
In lhe oonrae of his address the Chairman pointed out in brief some 

of the n~ent problems that moot engage the serious attention of the Hindu 
Sabhs. He first of all dealt with the importance of Sangathan, Sbudbi andre· 
moval of untouchability and referred to the PHtuakbali Satyagrnba movement 
and urged the Hindu Mahaaabha to take up that question in ita own banda. 
For, if it.waa n"!' taken up by that body, there was the danger of that move-, 
mont bemg ultimately crushed, but before doing so the Hindu Mahuabba 
should enquire into and judge of the situation from all points of view. 

Proceeding he deprecated and condemned the communal riots that bed 
taken place in the oountry in recent times. 

Regarding the question of joint electorates the speaker pointed out 
that tho Hindu Sabba had to oonaider that question serioualy with oon
oide'!'~le far-aig~ted~esa. He was glad that the M119salmans prompted by 
a epmt of national1sm bad agreed to the joint electorates but the Hindu 
Sabba. had to c;>nsider the various conditions from the larger interest of 
the Bmdn pubbc. There could be no greater achievement if real unity would 
bo effected between Hindus and Mnssalmana. 
Sab:• also refer~ed to. t~e oase of _ Kbarg Bahednr and urged the Hindu 

th• bloto express. Its. opmton on that oase as also to devise moana to atop 
IS t of traffic 10 111rls, 
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The Presidential Addreaa·. 
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B •• S •• MOONJEE then delivered his apeooh extempol'<! in Hindi. 
e o owmg 1s a summlll1' of his address :- . 

He referred at lenld;h to the Mahomodon conqu .. t of Hinduatan and 
to the meth~ds adopt~ by the Mah'!modsns in converting people whom they 
oonquer~d m Afghamstan, Kaahmu and Bengal. By their slow proceu of 
~nvemo'?, !'fahom~~ns had ~een able. to make np their minority in Bengal 
mto a distinct mi!Jonty reacting on Hmdu oonserv&tiam. He pleaded, there· 
fore, for a more liberal outlook on the p&rt of the Hindus in mattera such as 
re·"';lmittance of those Hindus who had been oonverted to Islam nuder com· 
pnla10n, better treatment of women r&v&ged &geinst their will and a more 
loumane and considerate treatment of nntoucb&ble clan... The treatment 
meted out tn them by the so-called higher cl&ssea of Hindus was helping to 
swell the rauka of Muslim population in India. He had no doubt in hia mind 
as to the unfitness of Hindus, in their present helplese plight, against a sister 
communit,'s aggl'<!ssion, to wreck British rule and earn aed maintain Swafl\i. 
Continuing, he referred to the Mahomedan organiaation to conve!'t tho 
Hindus by instilling the idea into every Mahomodan's bead thet it was a 
virtue tn get at least one kaffir converted to Islam and asked wb&t atopa the 
Hindus proposed to take to prevent depletion in their numbera. Dr. Moonje 
then proceeded to discuso at length tho question of the Mmoval of untonch· 
ability and dill'erentiated between what be termed tempor&ry untouchability 
from a hygienie viow·point and permanent untouchability handad down from 
father to son. He oondemned in strong terma the latter disability which was 
welcomed by Mahomadans for purposes of getting these dissbled men into 
their own fold. He then quotsd a number of Sanskrit texts from the Db&rma 
ssstras and other · Hindu eoriptnres to provo that there was no meaning in 
the perpetuation of caste differences and in pormanently dissbling a. certain 
section of the ecciety by tho institution of untoucb&bility. Pleading for an 
effective Moonstruction of Hindu society, tho President urged the withdrawal 
of many a social custom such as tho ban on sea voyages, the ben on inter
marriage and inter-dining, etc. He would remind his heal'<lra ol the ancient 
rule, namely, that by the process of education and learning the low01t could 
ria& to the higbeat. Ho then appealed to tho Hindus to mppcrt tho Suddbi 
and Sangathan movements in wbioh alone their aalvation lay if they desired 
to save themselves from diaintegr&tion. 

Joint Eloctnr&tes. 
Continuing, Dr. Moonji referred to the Hied a· Mosle_m relations of to-day 

as a perpetual civil wer and said that the oommunahsm of l.fabomedane 
was very much enoouraged by uttoran?es of Hind~ Con~en. Analysing 
the causes of communal relations, he aa1d that, while the Hindu~, although 
fired by great ambi~iona, were weak in pbysiq>:•. the Mus~mons .'"'th a better 
physique had shown a bettor instinct for pohti_os ~ed higher !•?ep!ndenoe 
of thought. He charged the Moslems with haVIng Imported rebg~on mtd the 
purely political movement of non-co-operatiOn thus leading to a wave of pan
Islamism. To this meutelio/ he attributed Raja Ghasnafar. Ab"s propos~ 
amendment to Mr. B. Dai resolution reiterating the Nat!o~ Demand ID 
the Assembly. Tb&t showed that the M!lhomadano were umnll~ng for the er 
tension of Refonns without separate electorate!. • For t~11 re"""'? t~ 
speaker paid an eloquent tribute to Sir Sanl<aran Jia~r. for 1!11 resollltlon Ill 

. P.' 
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the Council of ·State reoommending the tuepension of any extenaion of 
Reforms until the Hindu• and Mahomedans agreed to work in a join' elec
torate. This opened the Mabomed•n ?Yes with tbe ':eault that Mr. Jinnah 
formula.ted his Delhi otJer of a settlement. The Prestdent then analysed Mr. 
Jinnah's Bombay intetvielf' in wbioh he bad. said that the settlement must be 
aooapted or re.ieoted wholraale and n vorred that, taking those conditions 
critically, the implioationa tb&t aroad from Mussalman condition& were (1) that 
responsible Governtnent would be to the benefit of the Hindus; (2} that, if 
the advent of Swaraj jra.B del•yed hy the folly of Wndus or Moslems, the la.tter 
did not mind if the preoent aystem benefitted Britisbers at the expensa of both 
Hindus and Mahomedans ; { 3) that the aystem of ioint electorates generally 
aooepted to contribute to the growth of nationaliam and dissipation of com· 
munalism wll8 regarded by the Muslims u something bed which, however, 
they were prepared to accept if a sullioient price was paid by the Hindus; 
(4) that a Hindu wbo ia more eager for Swaraj must pay the price demanded. 
Calling this t1 retelistory competion Dr. Mooojee shuddered to think what 
would happen to India If ever tho Jiindus were to be infected with this virus. 

Neoeaaity of Sangatban and Suddbi. 

'rbe President then dwelt at length on the disoll88ion of the Hindu· 
Mwdim unit;y. Be observed that ~e moment the Hindus said Swaro,j oould 
not be attained without Hindu• Muslim unity, that unity became a market· 
able artiole and all laws of eoonomioa concerning demand and aupply 
jmmediately aame into operation on i~ This unity was to hi• mind a 
volstt1e oommodit;y appearing very real an<J worth having till the prioo waa 
paid when it aeaumed the form of jmpalpabiHty and intractability. Moslems 
pared llOt wbethe~ there was Of was not unity. Examining from another 
point of view be aai4 that the Hindus numbered twenty-three orores and 
~oalema aeven oro res and both bad to live under the rule of a race hardly 
jive ororea in atrongtb llnQ biWing ita home more than 6,000 miles away. 
Y at tbst race hod eetabliabed an empire. Still the Hindus were assidnoualy 
taug~t that until t~o other seven orores in India joined them it was im· 
pos~·~le to eo_tabhah Swara.j. Pbyaioally, intellectnelly and commercially an 
mdmdual Indian compared· favourably with a Britisher but the difference 
jaY io that tba l~tter. was more highly organiaed while Hindus ware dis· 
mtegrat<d. SwaraJ attamed through internal organisation was everlasting 
and be wonld therefore nrge thdt lor a Hindu situated as he was Swarl\i 
w~ enoon:paoa•d io his S.ngethan and Suddhi and the more he concentrated 
h11 energ~e.. and resources on aooomplishing these appreciably, the nearer 
would ho bnng the advent of that Swaraj which should be a 'pride to possess. 
It oo~Jd be looked at from still another point of view. The struggle lor 
SwaraJ dated •• far back as tho defeat of Ptithiraj alter many suooeosive 
war~, ~hen the Hindus tried to rogain and roaliBe their Swarsj they were 
advlBed e1tber to adopb Sangathan and warfare or ease and comfort. Snob of 
them 88 adopted tho latter became Mn11almans beginniog to trace lineage 
from Maalbomot Paigambcr himself and proving tbat ull religions led to the 
••me ~0 •.nd embr~oe~ Islam, while others more manly and more self· 
respecting n•ked tbe1r ltie and prestige hy their assertion. To the latter 
oategory belon~ed Bana Protap, Guru Govinde, Shivnji. In regard to the 
:;::~hnt o:·~ Swarej wa~ impo .. iblo without Hindu-Muslim Unity he sold 

0 r unit;? meanmg Swa~ hifllf9ate ioto b;va-lanea
1 

one 91 e&f& 
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and comfort and ~he ~ther ol •trus&!e ~~ond worry. By travelling along the 
by~!anes and n;erg1ng mto the Islamic COD!munity radiQ~~.l and J!Orm•nent 
unit~ was attamable, l>nt If one must foUow the traditional and thorny path 
of h1s forefathers .he must whole-~rtedl;y ~o-tr,te .on Sbu<l<llli and San
gatban: • Rela~tion of ort~odoxy aud tearing of sentiliiOJlta~m .;ere the 
two eiJXIrs tonmg UJl the Hindu muscles. 

Lucknow Pact-A Blonder. 

As to tlle Hindu reply to the Musllm .offer b.e would say that ·he & .. t 
never beel! a baliever in Jl&Ota and co.noosaiona il) bringing ~bout Hmdu· 
Mnelim unity. Be believed in str~ght an<l fair law0.of tbs ~lm lor the 
ailministra.tion of the country 1\nd open cow petition lor. G.ivorn.w.® l.oaveo 
and fishes. Those, wbo haYing survived t.h• prescri\>ed te0t, w•r•ljllt\lifi.ed 
ought to get loaves, wh~ otbor,s Jnightstep asi4e until tbsir preJlllration was 
oompletie. Hia whole natore revolted against the introduol;ioo oi tnY kind 
of communal representotion in the elective bodiee of the conptry. 'rb•re bad 
never been any experience of any eommunity in India; however Blllilll, not 
having got its due d01orring share in the administration of the eonotrr and 
the patronage of. tho Government oomJllltible with ito oompetanoy. Mter 
instancing the oases of Christians and Parsis in this respect, be asked why 
Mahomedane should not follow their example. The Hindu history never showed 
&n instance oi the tyranny of majorities ; on the other hand tbo bebavi~Jlr of 
Moslems towarda Hindus in Malabar, Koha!i, East Bong•! and Lsrkaoa wa8 
proof o.f their tyranny, Tile Hindu waa steeped in the polioy of " live and 
let livs ", He Wl'8 therefore decidedly <Jf the opinion that Hind01 abonld 
nenr accept that oommunal mstinot. They Bhonld leave Moslems alone in 
their present mentality to think and 6Ct ao they {ll.....,d b1!t they must giv• 
them a solemn asouranoe that there ought to be no (ear .Ill .anr pnellibillty of 
the Billdns exercising tyranny of the majority ill ~ny 11ha~ or D~attll.Or. Ji the 
Moalems were un~~&tisfied aod deelined to ioin hal)ds witll the llin\11!5 to put 
forw~rd a united demand before the S~ntory Commission,libe Hindua !11.1181 do 
eo of t)leir own aoeord ~ving Moslems b-ee to try t!l-eir ~tend ,.t what 
they wanted .from the Goyernment. •; Lot the Hindu~ ~ tlr111 . an~ lltern~a 
their opooition", deel•red Dr. Maonje, ' and let us be wtse over the bt~r eX'. 
perie!l!"' of t!te blunder, th•n~ll 90mmitt~d i11 good f!>itl! twli wi~ ~eat 
intentions, of the Luokuow Pact. Despite .~he J•~r. ~b~ .even_ that. might 
prove another blnndor be would agr~ in a sprit of, ~lllPfltll!j•! ll'!th •h.• 
Bindn le~slatore' decision s.t Delhi reeently u~!lor ?.ano1~ ,M,.IaVIy!le P~W 
dentohip. After quoting the resolution pl9aed J>t the m•e~n~~ ~r. f4(l(lll,lae 
went on to say that the Hindus ahOllld never ~oept tl>e res•rv!ltiOn .¢ ~oate 
lor the Muelims in excess of the proportion and should remembor t~e Jo .. on 
that the Muslim bloo in the Assembly taught in respect of the Rat.iO Bill and 
Imperial Preferenoe. As for redistribution of ProviMea, be waute~ f.<? m~ke 
it abeolutely olear that the Hind~• wore ntiafled "~th.tbe preaent dtatrib;'tioo 
and·oould never agree to redistn"bution on the pnnotple of miWuf..W.nJ,lg a 
m~ority in population' for one community or another. . . 

Concluding, Dr. Moonje ·remarked that if they left the Mu~IIml oeverel~. 
alone tba Muslims tbemeelves would realiae the f.,Ur of ""peratjou ,j,n~ "0::d 
munaliam and might .eventoally come to feel thatt~ ohould _bo to . ell' a 
Indiana' intareet if they veered round and merged toto Indtal). nationallem 
for tho common jiOOd of India 9bidh oonnoted· oommunal prospenty al.o. 



Resolutions. 
Following are the full ten of the resolutions adopted at the lOth sea· 

aion of the All· India Hindu Mahseabba held at Pstna. 'l.'bey have been 
rendored into English from the original Hindi :-

(1) Thil Mabasahha places on record its sense of indignan~ reg~•! _at 
the murder of Swami Srsdbanand. The Mabasabh• looks upon h11 actiVIties 
with honour and respect and plaoes on record its sense of profound grate· 
fuloen for tbe same and feels that a8 his every day life was a life of eacrifice 
in the cause of the uplift of the Hindu raoe his death likewise may be a 

· sonroe of great impetos and strength to the sacred cause for which be has 
saorificed himself: This Mabasabha earnestly impresses upon the Hindus that 
they sbnuld push on the work of shudhi and s!\ngathan and removal of 
nntouobability, for which Swamiji lived and died with snob vigour and 
strength that nona may dare again commit an atrooiom crime like the 
mur der of Swamiji. · 

(The resolution was put from the chair). 
(2) This Msbashaba appreciates the heroic spirit of self·saoriftoe dis

played by that brave Nepalese youth Kbarag Bahadur on the cause of keeping 
inviolated the sanctity of our womanhood and urges upon the Governor of 
Bengal to exercise his prerogative of mercy on him. 
. (Proposed by Bsbu Padamraj Jaid end seconded by Swami Viohara· 
nanda.) . 

(3) This Hindu Mabasabba urges upon the Hindus in general to fittinglY 
celebrate the tri·oentenary of Shiv&jee which falls on the 3td of Baisakh and 
opeoial erran~tements should be made te stody and remember his heroic 
deeds on that day throughout the country, 

(Pnt from the Ohair). 
· (4) In order to infuse fresh life aod energy into the Hindu race, this 
M~hBB&bb& urges upon all branch sabhea and other Hindu organisations to 
fittingly celebrate every year the festivals canseorated to their national heroes 
like. (l) .the.birtb a~niversary of Lord Budh, (2) Rana Pratab {3) Guru 
Gnbmd Smgh {4) Bir Benda Vairagi (ll) Shivajee and (6) Swami Shra· 
dhanand. 

{Proposed by Mr. Srihari Bsjpai and secionded by Baba Gurnditt Singh). 
• (5) This. Mahasabha heartily appreciatsa the work of Hindu Mieaiona 
m Bengal and !mpreasea up~n every Hindu the neoesoity of their being ever 
ready to help 1n every possible manner the work of the propagation aod 
advanoement of the Hindu religion. 

(Proposed by Pandit Nekiram Sharma and seconded by Swami Satyanand). 

{6) :r&is Mah~abha expreasaa its appreciation of the judgment of the 
!.,edraa H~gh COt!rt 10 the cas! relating to the free use of publio ronda by all 
these~ of PB?ple m Kalapahari, wherein they (the High Court) neolared that 
the §m(• high wayo are op~n to all •• The_ Mah..,.bha further impresses upon 

ra mans of South llldiB, that 10 VIew of the present oiroumstauoes 
'::":td them they not only concede the right of free use of ronda to all but 
8 0 treat the nntouebablee in a humane manner so that they tll8y not be 
:m r~·d ~ b&ome eon:verts~? other religions. The ••bba further urgea 

o . era nth Indl8 to. dilcharge their duties in this eonueotion, . _ 
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{Proposed by Babu Anand Priya). 
(7). This MabB.Ba.bbalooks upon the Chinese liS their brothers for they 

{the Chme~e) ~re the !ollowers of Budhism which formed but an integral 
paTt ?f. Hmdmsm. Tb1~ Mahasahha therefore wished early termination of 
the olvtl war tb~t th!' Ch~nese people are engaged in at the t~rosent moment 
and expresses d•seat!sfaot10n. '!t th~ attempt of the foreigners in that land to 
crush. th~ new CbJDese spmt of mdependence and aseortion and prot.eotion 
of theu r~gbts, . 

(Put from the Chair). . 
• (8) Thi~ Mahasabha. regrets that the .ij,stem of Bogar ia still in er 
lstence an.d IB ever on the increaEII every day. The Governmont should 
therefore draw attention of their officers to this aud atop thom taking Begori. 

. (9) The ~hasias, Bhils, Kols and othor tribea formed hut part of tho 
H10du commumty both from the point of religion and civilisation. But all the 
.,.me they have been claued as Animists in the last CSDIUB reports and thua 
they have been excluded from the Hindn community, This Mabaeabha 
therefore urges upon the Government that in the next censua they should 
be c! ... ed aa Hindus. 

(Put !rom the Chair). 
(10) Thi• Mahosabha strongly protests against the impoaition of 

Punitive Police tax upon the Hindua of Pabna aa also against the imposition 
of tex for giving compensation to the Hindus who hove been looted by and 
suffered at the hands of the Muaulmans in the villages and urgea upon the 
Government to withdraw the same, 
• (Propoaed by Babu Madan Mohan Burman and aeconded by Babu Ananga 

Mohan Dam), 
(II) In view of the fact that participation in conducting musical pro

cessions along the King's bigbwa:va and public 'tborongblarOB which are the 
inherent right of every citizen generally and the religious rights of Hindus 
particularly and that right baa been recognised by the Privy Council, the 
bigheat court of Justice in the British Empire, this Mabasabha is pffine~ 
at and emphatically condemns all attempm that are made by the executive 
authorities curteiling and circnmscribing this right of tho. Hindua by improper 
use of powera given under the Police Act and the Code of Criminal Proeednre 
for meeting temporary exigencies of situotion. U oder the ciroumstancea the 
Hindu Mahaeabha oalls upon the Hindus to insist npon freo and unmolested 
enjoyment of this right and conoiders it ju•tifi_ed. (a) This !'lahaaab~ 
therefore congratulates the Hindus and Sat:yagreh•s of Patuokhali on their 
teking a bold atend in the. matter of inaiating on . free a~ unmole~ted 
eujo:vmant of their religious and civil rights of conducting muSical pro~1ons 
along public tborollJlhfares and mainteining tbe ~~rn~gle praotu:llii:V smglo
handed so long and with such commendable dot.ermtnat10n and calla upon a~ 
tho Hindu Sabhas particularly ol Bengal to render to the ~ovement every _legt· 
timate support. (b) That in view.of the faot_that the Hmdu Sat:yagreb1~ o~ 
Patuakboli have been and are oarryJDg on thrur Sat:rOBruba for tho preset va 
tion ol their well·establiabed rights in a manner tborou~bly peaceful 8 •·d 
ooustitutional and that disturbances of public peace sreth cau~ b:r1 ~:• membera of other community, thia Mabesabh.". conde~ns • actton '! 0 

llonsal Government io deciding to realise punttive palioo tax from the Hu.d!lli 
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(Proposed by Sj. Hariah Chandra Vajpay and eeconded by Sj. Satindra 
Nath Sen). • H" 

(I 2} This Mahaaabha strongly condemns the kidnappmg of mdu 
women and boys by Mwalman Goondas in this country, particularly in 
Jlangal. It bas been inoreasiog every day partioularly in North llangal. The 
MabBBabba therefore urges upon the Hindu leadera of the Hindu Maha· 
sabba in Bongs! the necessity of their eollocting particulars about theee atro
cities and submit t)!o same to the Hindu Mahasabha. They should alan 
take stopa to stop thee• atrocities in an orgenieod manner by forming 
BBBOCiations of their young men for that purpose, ao also they should take 
every stop that these Goondas received due oontence whenever there was a 
caeo bofore a court of law. This Mahasabha impresses npon the Hindus in 
general to organise bonds of volunteers in every town and villages to protect 
the Hindu women and children and save the Hindu community on other 
OCCBBions as well. This Mahasabha urges upon the Government also the 
necossity of making auffioiont arrangements in East and North Bengal and 
where these atrocities have become so common as also the desirability of not 
having Mueaalman Police officors in thoee areas as far as possible. 

{Proposed by Mr. Deehbondhu and seconded by Prof. Gopi Chand). 
{13) The next resolution 81lked the high 081lte Hindne to allow free 

access to the untouchables to schools, temples and wells and declared that 
in the opinion of the Hindu Mah81labha a Hir:dn of llny rank was bettor 
than a non-Hindu under all circumstances from both religioue and social 
l!tandpoint. The reeolution was proposed by Paodit Neki Ram, and duly 
l!Oconded. 

(14) This Mahasabha looks upon the condition of the Hindu widows 
with concern and resolves that (a) such arrangements should be made for 
the education of widows in their homes or in Aohrams as may en&ble them 
to appreciate the ideals of ' Sati Dharma' and live the reet of their lives 
in an honourable manner. (b) That the disrespectful treatment on cere· 
monial occaeions in Hindu honsehold metod out to the widows should be 
done away with.· {o} That suitable steps should be taken to eave them 
from going astray and from the clutchee of the followore of other religions. 

(Proposed by Pt. Nekiram Sharma}. 
· (15) Another resolution moved by Pandit Ramchandra Dwivedi ex
preseed its disapproval of the proposal to make Hindi and Ut"du botli 
compulsory at certain stage in schools in Behar. 

(16) lhe n;>oot important resolution moved h,7 Mr. Jai Ram Das on 
behalf of the Chair ran 88 follows :-

. (l} While ro~rming the resolution paesed in the sees ion of the 9th 
B1odu Mahaoabha In regard to the principle of communal representation the 
~ahiSabba ie prepared to ~onsider any proposal for the ae~Iement of poiitio&! 
difrere'!oee between the Hiodne and Muslims with regard to repreeentotion in 
the ls!!lllotnrea. 

(2} {a) In view of tho facta that the Muslim community as snoh hao not 
~r".h'd ~he proposals made by oertai? Muslim leadore a .. embltd at Delhi in 
mont· (t)t and has. on the.oont,.ary, m s~v<>ral places expreesed its disa~ree· 
tho '·d that even """?rdmg to the m&nifesto issued by the Muslim leaders, 

1 ""
1 proposals .•re l1able to be r.jeoted by the Muelim organisations 

1:0 mod to tharsiD and (o) that Mr. Jinnah boa otatod that ·the taid 
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propOBa!s can only be accepted or rejected in toto without modification. • the 
M~h!'""bha ~eels that it will serve no useful purpose to express any d:finite 
op1mon at th1s stage on the oropoaala 88 a whole. 

(~) The Mah .. abha deprecatas any attempt to constitute new provinces 
or leg~sl~tures for the pu:t>?•• of giving ,. maJority therein to any particular 
oommumty. In the opm1on of the Mabaaabba the question of the creation 
of new-pr<>vinces should be ocnsidered, if neoes<ary, independently of any 
proposals and exolnsively on their merit. 

( 4) In view of the fact mentioned above, the Hindu Mabaaabba ia of 
opinion that the matter is not ripe for discussion and consideration by the 
All-India Congress Committee. In Lhe opinion of the Mab&aabha any dia
onssion.on the port of the All-Indi& Congress Committee at this stage will be 
premature and harmful. 

(ll) In view of .the foot mentioned above the Hindu Mabaaabba. 
however, suggeats the following priooiples as the basis for disoussioo :-

(a) Mixed elaotorate for all legislatures ; (b) Reservation of seats for 
a definite period of time to be agreed upon by parties in all legielatorea on 
a uniform b .. ie of representation, snob 88 population, votinp; strongtn or 
taxation ; (o) Uniformity of franobiee in each province. (d) Coustitn· 
tiona) safeguards for reli1<ioue or quasi-religions rigbta and customs. 

The Mabas&bho oalls llPOD the Working Committee to sound various 
sactions of the Hindu community in dilf'erent provinces on tho question and_ 
formulate definite proposals and disouss them with Muslim leruiers and report 
its oonolueions to the AU-India Hindu Mlbasabba lor ratification. 

(Put from the Chair and paesed unanimously without any discnseion), 
Alter poesing three other 10inor resolutions t)!e prooeedings of the 

Mabasabba came to a cloee. 

The All.lndia Khilafat Conference 
The annual aeesion of the All-India Khilalat Confererios commenced 

at 11 a.m. in Kil&h-i-Am full, Luoknow on tbe 2Gth Fobruary 1927. Con· 
sidering the All-India character of tbo mooting att-ondanco was meagre ae 
thero wero hardly more than 600 people in tho ball. Moat of tbe prominent 
Kbilafatiste were, however, present. · Proceedings oommonoed with rooita· 
tiona from the "Quran" fol!owed by the '' gbasol,. specially composed for 
the occaaion. • • 

Maulana Abdul Majid Der:vabadi, Chairman, Rooept10n Committee, 
read a very interostinp; and instructive address welcomioJ tbe delogateo to 
the historical place where tbe Kbilafat or~anisotion '!aa. 6ret started. Dis
cussing whether the e:ristenca of the Khdafat orgauuot1on •ae new needed, 
be very ably defended ita existence. from religi~a and otbor aspect&: Ho 
described the post activities of tbe orga~ieat10n .&nd remarked that It wae 
willing to co-operate with all other Mnshm bod1es for the .wel!a"! and 
progress of Muslims. He exhorted Mu .. slmaus to be up and domg umtedly 
with full vigour. 

TRB PBBSIDBNTIAL ADDRESS. 

After the reception address, Maulana Sbaukat .Ali informed that t~e 
P;esident-9Jeot bein~ unwell, Maulana Shafi Dand1 would temporarily 
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preside Maulana Abdul Mlt.iid Badaynni sooonded. Maulana Shall. brie8y 
asked the dele~ates to enforce tho reaolntions with full vigour., ~r •• ~aji 
Hnroon's printed eddreBB was then rend by Mr. Abdul Rahm,.n, Ed1tor, AI· 
Wahe•d ". The addrese dealt with pau·Islamio and Indian activities, 
appealed to the Musealmans to be. united in ~he policy about ~edjaz and 
submit to the correct policy of the Kbllaf&t Committee. About Indu•, the oon· 
atrnctive pro~mme greatly atreseed economic and sooi.t Muslim betterment, 
and urged Hindu·Muslim unity. While regretting Swami Shraddhanand's 
murder the address asked Hindus not to blame the whole oommnnity for an 
individ~als's irresponsible sot and appealed to the Hi••dus to respect the just 
claims of the Mualims and not to view their efforts to better their condition 
as antagonistic to non· Muslim interest. Finally, the address asked the Hindus 
to re•pect the Indian Mualim States iri the so.me way as the Muslims "respect 
the integrity and honour of the non·Muslim Indian State. When the Muslims 
fully sympathise with Nabha and Indore, they e:~:pcct similar treatment 
from the Hindus and S•khs. . 

Aftor the presidential address was over, the meeting dispersed h meet 
again on the next day, the 27th February when the Conlerence was con· 
verted into "The World Muslim Conferel>ce, Indian Branch," 

Maulana Sbaukat Ali snnounoed that the president·elect, Hakim Ajmal 
Khan could not come on account of the illl!ess of the Nawab of Rampnr and 
proposed Dr. Ansari of Delhi to occupy the chair. He dwelt at length on 
the services of Dr. Ansari in this cause and said that be was the most 
suitable man for preaiding over their deliberations. 

Dr. Ansari on aseoming the ch&ir delivered an· extempore speech. 
llef&rring to the World Mnslim Conference just constituted he said that 
naturally it might he asked that such an organisation was likely to clash 
with the Kbilafat Committee but a onraory perusal of ite aims and objects 
would asoure everyone that it was neither antagonistic nor parallel to 
Kbilaf&t. The aims and objects of the organisation were to have a oommon 
public platform for the Indian Muslims of all ahados ol opinion and it would 
·have nothing to do with tbe Indian aft'uira and would deal with Pan· 
I.t•mic m&tters and try to make a common oause with the Muslims of- the 
whole world. The Kbilalst Committee on the other hood was a political 
or~a~isotion o~ ~eople of . de~nite ideals and snob Moslime aa were unwilling 
to )OlD the poht1oal orgamsation·ehonld not hesitate to join the "Motamar". 

Continuing the President &aid that no doubt tboy were Muslims hot 
they should not forget that they were Indians first and last and always and 
as ancb they should give up eommnnal mentality and bear in mind that 
com?'unnlle~dera, be they Messrs. Lajpat Rai and Malaviyl> or Sir Abdur 
Bah1m ~r Jmnah, were not friends of India. This communal mentality wae 
resrons1bl~ for all the bloodshed ood riots that had greatly perturbed the 
DB~lOnal hie . of the country. He, therefore, appoaled to them to have no· 
thmg to do Wl~h oommnnalism but try their utmost to liberate their oountry. 
. :the ~ee1dent tb,en ~k•.d Mr. Shwaib Qureobi to read the draft cona· 

btution of Motamar' wh1eh 10 tbe Urdu equivalent of the organiaation • 
. The Conference then eft'ected some minor alterations in the constitution 

w h1ch wae read. 
d r The Conference w~_then adjourned in the afternoon when speeches were 
. • 1Vere4 and the remamtng work of the Kbilalat Conference comjlleted. 
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Alf'~l'nd.ht.Wo~en•s Conference:· 
Th~· Firat· AJJ.India Conlerenoe of w~en waa opened at ~~•na ;~ 

tb~ altemoon of the liTH• JANUARY 1927; It ,.. .. the olimas of a 
aortae oi 'woman'a IIOllio!&IIOM held in various parts of India dnrin~ tbe 
paoli few montba a~d,.waa the· outcome. of tho. effort to CIO'Ordinata tboir 
work and formnl&te linea of ad~oo on all front., eapeoi•lly eduaationaL 
Delt;tratea · fronr all · pa~ al! lnd~&_ attendad. Tbe . Raoi &hob of Saogli, 
Chau·"!an af the Reoepti011 Committee, io her addre .. , aaid tbat womoola 
~~nation had. ~· tbmug~ all. stagee of toto! apathy and iodilferen.., 
ni~eule and.cnmounn and·tbe t1me waa, therefore, ripo lor further advanoe 
wherem women might help in formulating the b .. io principles of aduoational 
poliq and progr&llttne•· · It wa11ld help the· Government; if women themaelvaa 
declarod what they·. should have their children taught. They would b& able to 
oleorl;r oa;r what wao -wanted h;r women and she believed that the Govornment 
would welcllme: e:neb 4ort on• the pallt of the women of India. Whatever 
the poliQ1 and plan• of female .education laid down by the Coolerenoe as a 
result of the diae1111siona, aha waa emphatio that Indian culture, Indian tradi· 
lion aod .all. &hall ,... beat in the paet of Indian womanhood 'lfOuld ha.n to ba 
preaerncla •-.ad! ia -future aoheme. 

l't.o M·llh .. raDi.of Baroda'·• A<idrau. 

~ · p~ential . .diiress of the r.fabarant of Baro,f& ~ I! ,tr..i;~ call 
to aofi,)n. ".A law lf.eaadeJ _..w the curse Q! 'ent~e', l"'lliOVe<l fr,o1n onr ill pd. 
With a like detenainatioo th .... sooial evils can all he overcome/ ,be deolared 
after a brief J!G•ie.,. af .tho many oooial praotioea rekrding women's advanc~ 
" Women of Tnrko;r broke from these honda.; eo can we." . It waa ple~•IR•· 
the Maharani continnad, to watoh the signa of general awakening in tbe 
publia mind throughput tho oountry in the ca1111e . of ad:ranoemont and oman" 
oipation of women. . A noteworthy feature of rapid progress the Wftmon had 
made recontly had baen the sincere OO"operation ~I the sterner au in contrast 
to the elqlerienoe ~ .other countries. ' 

Referring to :physical training ohe said that it waa • simple thing to oay 
that girls should Teceive it, If; waa nothing ao simple to decide on tho aolnal 
forms it Jhonld j;ake. P.byaical culture shonld bring noC only lhmneu of 
body but Vigour and freedom and Joyfu!neas of spirit. • 

Turning to-the subjeat of oo·eduoat1on, the Ma~a:"DI o~ thst thou~&, 
it must be admitted that eeparation of sexes waa 10 1tself artdloial, separation 
was e1eo yeqnired in order .that a peculiar type of mind, o~ penonalit;r an(l 
of onlture whiob oonatit.nted the attraotion of womanhood might ba developed. 
There was thllll il definite need for " separate schools and collegea for girls 
and women iu Wbiob ·life and not merely oouraee of a~dhytsball1~a= r,:f•a:oe 
to the nature of pupils and character of women we WI.• • o en IV e. ro 
a diflionltl' of no small dimension waa tho~ the mSJonty • of wom~n were 

• d "tb roblemo Qf· female eduoation and bad their edncat1on along 
oooop1e WI P . · · d'tli 1 tb · ! e ;was to Itkin 
Hoes laid· down by U>Oo. Tho _great 1 0~ 17• h. ork~ 0J 'r ed c·' h d 
sufficient tretl(lom of judgment from bias wb1oh t 11 • m o · u~a 1on • 

· Sh · ed thelll to free tbomaelvoo of the h111 and obtetn a really 

~i::cti~e ~~~ of ~~ew •. 'V~w"1 ~ .tbabo:n::t~:~. d;::::n!b:Jd•:! 
c~araoter w1noh "'bot~~~ crll~tu: which predomi!IIW ,on tile _01\& ,.ai!ill 
dlff"-renoaa .e~n,1n .... ~ . , . . . . 
and on the bther. · · II. 



.¢ ALL-INDIA WOMEN'S CONFERENCE [P00114 

On ccimpuleory pTimary education wbat the Conference h~ to • oonai~er 
was not the necaaeity of such a meaenre hnt the ways of removmg dlflicultiea. 
in the application of an educational policy whic~ they desired: What was 
needed for the auooess of the me&&ure was active and persJetent propa• 
ganda among women and •¥ felt that· looal organisations nn~er the 
guidance of a Central Women a League could do a great deal · m .that . 
direotion.. · · · 
. Coming next to the economic value of education the Maharani aaid tbat 

there waa a tendency to retard, even to oppose, urgaot reforms in women's 
education because it was believed that for women's education to have economic 
value it must be on the eame line ae thet of men. The Conference moat 
ahow it to be false. " If our girla' education ie to be on other linea, education 
of those who are to teaoh them moat he ou other linea. I can conceive no 
way in which Lady Irwin could aeeiat in the prngreas and advance of Indian· 
womanhood more than in naing her oapaoitiea to obtain the establishment 
of a really efficient training college for women teaehers which wiD train 
women for the teak of re-birth and regeneration of Indian education for 
women and girla." · 

The whole qnoetion of the legal status of women in marriage with regard 
to property, divorce, oontrol of children and man:r other matters should be 
ay~temstically enquired into- and proposals disoueeed. Thinking as the:r 
•hould . do of Indian women in generaL they would not he able to devota 
their attention specially to any particular groups. There. wa!, however, one 
group of women, small perhaps in number, who, once emanoipatad and 
soundly educated, could do much for tho women of India. She spoke of the 
Indian princeesea, "The Conference should state in no unoert:Un terms . its 
views on the reforms needed in' this direction. ' ' 
t 'I ' 

Diecuaaion oa Reaolutioa•. -

· There was foil attendance of delegates when the Confere~oe reasaembled 
on t~e next.day, the 6TH JANUARY 1927. The strong appeal of the 
President, m hor eddresa, to cultivate women'a distinctive outlook free 
~rom bias induced by tbe man·mede system of education was embodied 
m ~ J?reamble to tho resolution. The present IJStom of education, it 
msmtained, was thought out primarily in. the interest of the boys and 
was {ormulats~ by men. The time has now oome for women to review 
and reform' th1~ syatem and resolutions hereinafter to be adopted would 
offe_r a oonstrnctive programme to those who had already shown a sincere 
dOBtre to Ptol_llote advancement of education.· The first reaolntion was 
~0.P:Od definmg. ed1101tion ... training which would enable a ohild or 
tndmdn~l to develoP. bia or her latent capacitiea to their lulleat extent for 
tbe •~rnce of .hnmamty and should include elelilents lor pbyaioal mental 
emotional, civil and spiritual development. ' '· 

' • · ·. · . (2) Compulsory moral training. 
. Slate! ~nbbalnnn then proposed the next reaoluiion demanding that 

m~rallstrammg based on spiritual ideals should be made oompnlaory for all 
•c 00 and oolleges. -Mr. ~ndale, seconding, expresaed the opinion tbat 
tho fnn~en\als of all re.hg~ons should be taught in eohoola so that the :::::!ct and ~h ~rs~dmg among the race and iodividuale might be 

. e na on • progress be ~ns'!retj. · ~. :fiaoa ~ehta J"fl. ~~~· 



7 JAN, '27} DISCUSSION ON RESOLUTIONS 4z
7 

l!'~sition with the slogan ·"Morality and religion can grow from· within. 
res~futi~oannot be e~edgrafbtsd ~m. outside." After eome more discussion the 

n waa cam y a. m&Jonty. ' · 

(3) Compultory physical training, 
The third resolution that a. complete course of physical training ahould 

be made oompulsnry in boys a.nd girla' schools was adopted, 

- ( 4) Education of women.' · 

- 'P'e. ~t resclution of the day was that in education of, girls and women, 
teachmg 1n 1deala of motherhood, beautifying of home as well as training in 
the methode of eocial service ehould be kept nppermoat. Mrs. Menon on 
behalf of the unmarried professional womon, nrgod that the Conier~noe 
should not lay too much streSB on motherhood. Mra. Kamala Chattcpadhaya 
made out a strong plea for teaehi~g the art of beautifying home which 
was the best placs lor them to develop mentally and spiritually. Tha reso
lution was oarried and the Conference ross for the day, · · 

Some more resclutions were adopted by lhe Conference in ita sitting 
on the Srd day, the 7TH JANUARY. The first read: " Tbia Conference 
deplores the eft'eot of early. marriage on education and urges the Govern
ment to pass legislation to make marriage below the age of 16 a penal 
oft'enoe. Itdemande.thet the age of ooneent he raised to sixteen. It whole 
heartedly aupporte Sir Hari Singh Gonr' s Bill wbioh is to oome before the 
Legislative Assembly this month aa a etep towarde raising the age of consent 
to sixteen and sends a deputation to convey to the Legislative ASBBmbly 
the demand of this Conference on this vit•l subject." Mrs. Cousino moved 
and La!Jy Sadeaiva Aiyar aeoonded the resolution. Mrs. Hana Mehta pleaded 
for legislation to deolare marriage below the age of 16 iUegal, ,This evoked 
a strong opposition from Poona :delegates who resented the idea of declaring 
marriages iUegal after they. had been onoe' performed. They, however, 
favoured the propoeal to penalise the partiea oonoerne4, After ~rther 
speeohea, the reoolntion waa unanimously adopted. 
. Two more resolutions were oleo paS&ed on tbis day. The lin~t demanded 
that primary education for boys and girls be made oompulsory, that the 
preeent vernacular text-books be revised and aupplemented by hooks suitable 
for children and that women ehould be on all attendanoe committeeo. Tbe 
other. urged inclusion of preparatory manual training in the cnrrioulnm 
suited to the child's need aed daily experience. . , 

The All-India Women's Conference oonolnded on the 8TH JANUARY, 
· after adopting aeveral resolutions urging additio.n of line arts •. advanced 

domeatio science, jounalism, eocial service and arcb!tecture as opttoual sub
, jeota to the college onrrioula and that ooholarshtpa be ollered to women 
atndenta to attraot them to take up law, medioine, social soienoe and 
tine arts. Other reaolutions favoured the eetablishmant of re_aiden~ college 
for women and appointment of a lady profeseor as adv .. er m colle~ea 

. where there were women atndenta and requested the Government to provtde 
m ietresaea for teaohing women in their homes. ~be Conference reo om: 
mended that Government recognition should be 8_1Ven to auooeasful ednca 
tiona! institutions which bad adoptad the cnrnonla su~ted by. the 
Conferenoa, like the Indian Women' a University. A stsndwl! comm•tte~ 
waa appointed oonsiiting of the Maherani of Baroda as . Pres1dent, Bau1 
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of &ngli, Mro. Naidu, Lady ;r. 0: Bot!& alld Ralii of l _Yfiisnagai'imlat· 
Viee·Paesidentl!; Mrs. Coueinil at Cha1rmau and Jtamaladen Chattopsd:r-
Seoretary with 14 other members with powers to-oo-epto · : . 

) 

' ' ' 

A. I. Youth Coafeience. 
The foll~w'ing iodd~es• wao delivered by •M'r.'T. L:'V'!Ii.wani.' th6. 'Presi· 

\lent at the A. i. Youth Conference held atGumkui; Ha'rdwar'dunng the 
Jubilee oelebrations of the National Univerai~ bit ,Frida:; t1l'e iBth Mateh 
'f927. -

'•' Friends, If 1 'had my own option in t'be maW.r '1: ·woula J!6t i!pe&'k. l 
wonld rather eit amidst you in silence ; for in ailePee is' strength. , MA!I1- Oilll'" 
tories ago there appeared in ancient China a :Rishi . Oal~d Cou'f!l<ious. Al.ltl 
he ssid "Heaven ia ailent ; tba 88880DB ohange and j,ll tninga multip)y,
Helinn · is ailent." lf Heaven ia oilent. tirilat \'lot '!Hil, ~-1- ·to be 
iilent t And I have felt again' and again that !miia -~ ·i'Mi>ift.tiO'tl ·i)f 
what ~ 'more than words-~h. inapiratioo >Of 81'1eot S'eniile,''tba inil'piN"<>'D 
of a mighty deed of saorilice. And even 81 i 'speak 1io ·'filu, :l'im'ilg --friends, 
I breathe ont an &apiration that our aotion .. may 86 lil!i!.oh fui'ther dum all 
'iiiir worde. 

"Yon ilave'obolen' for thie 'chair a. \)OOr·nnwo'l'tliymtin,-a. '&mob' ·di 
'the 'desert;·. Yon have summoned 'meirom 'm:y-lleelueio'Diaod-lli1oneat& gt've 
''lo'n 'a ine!llage. · 'fbe Lord has linked my 'heart with -the >yonng -fl'&'m 'bhe 
'begin'n'ing of tny · ilaya. l ·-· to 'yon 'not 118 '& eeholat"tir ieaden 1-oome 
'as 'a l!ervant of the 'yottng. · '1 'come to liave :;our bte.Bingo. t ! 'lldme 'With 
'1ove ill. m'J ben'rt. -I ooms' with 'SO!rie tiling -els&•'tllso .... wib'h !faith fit ,.ou. 
'thil)'onth o'f th'e Natiiou; 'With fatth in -lndia -alld ber deitiiiy• • il •belie've ·'PM' 
lotnld'Jy 'that :ro~·who are yo~ng -oan 'build "'· 'na.timl'Of.,ei~~~'&'llllt>ion 
.ol the free. I gtve you the 'tnbute of 'my -bolruij!e · and ·'alfeotlon. • ')lou · 1ire 
'tbe '-path·tittden of to-morrow. You are t'he ·'blilldm •'df adi'•lniter India. 
'Niariy bave toll! ril•, m•n:r have ssut mil ·]etten te· ;,,.y; .. ~·'foan'l! -~~ ·'lll'il 
_going •,..tray. Some think 'the young are 'tm!tiiog'itibo'I'Ui'D. •M&ro7'Gf'1Dy 
countrymen ·are pes&imistio about tho youth. '[ OO!Dil 'to ·~a· 'Willh 'i'mlnllllae 
ilptimiom 'in my heart. In my •quiet 'rotteat, away·'fl-0111 'llhe 'lrig'h:uOin •llf 
the day, I have command with the atars <of --tht> "'lt!ar· it&'r"1it -'*tea m IJD7 
-ila'tive !"nil. A·nd I ·he.ve •eeid ·>to •mJlldlf:..._"n;he 'lllnne·J&fiohlooked npon 
'the Inlha of the long•ago. India then ·was initihtr• aa -,ebe•· ia -dallea. ~. 
-india then 'W1I8 strong, -rich and •prooperona· ae·oibatie .poor.to-d..,.. -India 
'!'h•n W81 tho leader·of the nations, ·a 1gnru' of .,hmnaniby, .... olndi-. .alao I 
!is 'trellted 1o-day almost '81_ •an ·untonobatile among .. the •lll8tiona·. of· -earth:' 
'!'hen·· have 'I shad ·tears ''"d cried •in tbs• darkbei!B !Gf-.l!he;night: ",IJlh 
~ot~. the-ancient moth••• ·Mother lind a I why -hast,thou •iliddeu.,thr 1-
-Gf-. beau~ ··and ·strengtb •from Jtby children '""'d"" 4''' ..a\nd ,, ... e heatd a 
-·~•••• ~rng :~Be 'DOt diam&yed,=m:r ,Y,ung """'" ....-na., <foulig -'41aughtere 
_"lll''''!>U•ld '!' · n~w nation on nobler •linea -dn -llhe •!ooaiibg:.daya." ::Yes. 
~e ,·Y<?utb wtll •burld ·a greater ·India. 1 come •te yd1>1oith.thetmeeeaga of ~pe 
_ 8lld htitb •.• To-da:v the conntr:r ·is oivided. II!lrdoiy rthenuia a; depoeeoioo, io 
IIIIIIDJ • ._rt.a, 1 oam ian linmhle •servant of'the<J®.lig,. ---.1·11Cime®'f91l.with 



.a • .a. •,1i , .. ,., •·· ¥9Ut-a coNli'EREN~s , ·•"~~ 
ft.ith immema in India and her O.otioy, Young man of India ll"'•}IJ'nrl< 
wonders. ; B!'t th~y moat be united in one bnd:r in a oommo0; BBrvioe... Tbey 
moat .be .unJ~od m ,?'• lltrangth of faith in India and the. J,odi~ .I<J~. 
Tcrday we atert the . .Bharat Yuvak Sangha,n an Order of. Young Jll!!ia. 

" T~avel1' first artiol! of the Order's faith muot bo faith ia ::~ 
DhaJ'I!'L. Iadia haa ~t lil'lld,for hereeU. .India liv.ea to giye ~bo-ngo of 
~aclU.bia.,...tba meBBage of the .Ancient Wiedom...,.,to tb& world •. ~. lfpung 
~ be filled· with th~ ina~?D oi Iadian ~aala, II. they plljoh1 ~~f ~ 

. P&l'l&h the pope of India. One Important oldeot of tho Oldllr of 1.Yolljlg Ip 
should be to study and apraod Bh~ra' Dharma. I aak you tha!; are s~nr t.p 
WfD yonr ~oghtea'f&y from the diatraotiona and depreuion ol to·da.ytp ~ 
mtghty destiny rtbat awaits India. An U paniehod baa well d~ :.,.,." A 
!D"" ~ . wl>at be thinketh upon." Think, than. ,of lll'h&t. Jodi a ~J be 
fn ·th• ·oomiog.~ys. .Thinltc! th•.might:r potant.ialita withi'lro~.l!l? JPA~rp 
nor fullil her mJa&Ion to humam~y. . , : , , , 1 , , , . , . l , l 

Bha!"'~ Y nrak ,Saogha. · 
. "Til• Bha}'&t Yuvak Sangha .eboul,J have "aabramaa." 1b,ere m'-oJ..gradu· 

&tty, ba built & Jl8t'Work of "as.b,ramaa" throu~hout the len~ pn<J ~r~tb ~f 
'India. 'I have in .,mY mind a picture cf.;&n ,ideal .. "l!Shra!J1. ~ J&ava.Dot ~ 
~me to desoribe the pioture to yon in ita several aspect&· to-day.· .I, .~.~.•II' ~ 
~ntant with an imperleot etotament of three or four aspects Qf ~bo picture. 
'fhe "aabrama" as I think of it, should, among ether .tbi~. teach :f'\J.i• oe,n~l 
'truth of national advanco :-Be strong. 1 went Jndia'a youth' to be sons 
of 'Sbakti.'. I WliOt .every you·og man to develop strengt~ ·anc! :(b~efore '.to 
:&lvelnp 6n~ hii ,body and tr&in it to be .a .. rvaot o1 too ideal. 'To-day young 
;men .are weak. M~y years ago ;ari EnglishfllAn o!lme tq,Sind: ;ae aeson~ed 
1;ho Sindhia as atrong in physique. To-day SiD;dhl yonnr men .• re l".eak 'in 

· "bodj. · · 'CclJli~g to tho , Punjab, · rjch in uo~le ~a~~· aiid rpem'Otiee D~ ~ 
martial spirit,' what llo I seat 'The Pmdabi young men, 'too, are lieoibntng 
physically. And my eetaamed iriend, · the Chairman of the Reoeptio11 
Committee, Mr. P. K. Ghosh will agrao with me thot tbo Bengeija, too, 
have deolined phyaically. I want the young to be strong. India naeda lltrength. 
-all possible strength to-day, ,strength ,of body, e~gtb of piiJI.lh ~r9/'gth of 
tho Atm.m. · No ·weak nation may hope to be free. Look not 'for 'freedom to 
.Council debet8a, look not for freedom £!> parohmente of .P.a,rliamant- ,., .v..eadom 
1will ,gt'OW Ot\t of 'jS~s.kti", Be atreng-. W~":kn"'a iB a ~ill. A1Jd ,~Jil!,v,e:¥\"• 
.tho body .ia tho:templo of God •. Bow true ,,.. tho 4110lont &umlu;it .80\11'!1> 
"Sbariraui Brabmamandi~" J ~ lirat ~n, .I would . .1\&v.e ,tha .JIIIljlg 
~ in tho ~,aibram~ ill-" be atrcng ·~ ;th~.aeoon\1 ia." ,hf. ait!>,Ple.~: ~~, :m ,true. oiimplioit:r Ja strength. A ~bora friand.told,mo tJ!at:XO\li'JI !~ 
.are .running .after . .tashioDB. Fashion IB folly. Study the u ..... .¢.1!1\\l&>JS!!!'"•t 
..meD., .7'hay 

1
JJave. boell oimple. ;llbe ',.riob~ •. ;Of ,Acy~arta~ ~Jpl,Ple 

.:thay.were,l .lr~·h~q>ae.and .tef!qhmo qf. ilndr-.-,i>;o!" ,t~ ·ml&hlf .~1. >!If 
;Sbri .Ram .t1hr.ndra. Q!'wn ~.our;Owo~~.,da:k day~.,..,.i!Pn84,J>r.~·J~ ~qd --PI· of ~hal;nla .Gandl!i,...!Jav.o been.s'!"pJe; . . . . . . . . J 
· · · '.'.Io.. the • Sahrafllll,' ,sa I ,think ,of ,it. rl. w>nl(i l'ioo ~IOI!'W Jll\lljg 

.,man.cbseiw.e.tliisll!ule,tbot he ~4<> ~ ;laaet.one aot 10( .l!'r;a!""· l"'!.llrj' ,~. 
".Sbo.w..,• ~aervioe .of ,the ,Jl!lOr, it o'l"!l,ol; eo~l'lOa.t!ld e~!l!>llfl . .liitt.. ~Dl'JPO 
.. of.tbe poqr,ia the.on!l.cfJmowl~dge. . · • • · ·' · .... > 

· "
1
:Wo.flt!llld on itbs .tbr~~~hold ,of. !l .ll&'l" _.,e •.. ,Sb~ ~ iDa~. 1' :11!1"' 

'India,-& libomed India! Who will.l!11.jil.e.,~~!IJOi,fi!M'~QI!I 
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.jg~ PUNJAB PROVINCIAL -MUSLIM' LltAGUE • - {r.ABou 

In every province are needed yoongmen, who would be sons .of strength ~nd 
oourage, • ahakti' worshippers. Snob youn~m~n, fll!od w1tb the Ind1an 
ideal and rich in wealth of renunciation and aacnfice wJII open a new chapter 
in our history. Youngmen, who would be -" Bhikkhua" in spirit united 
together in tho se"ioe ollov~, ean work miracles.. • _ 

"Believe me, they walt lor you-the mnltJtod•o tn the country. They 
wait for you. They wait for the menage in towns and viii~ ea. There is a 
beantilnl story in an ancient book. A hoy Bl>YB to hill mother:-" Mother I 
:ron have spoken oft to me of Sbri Krishna. Is Krishna alive f' "Yes," 
the mother ..,.,.., "the Lord is not dead, he lives." " I see bim not." says 
the boy. And the mother says, " Ir you would see him, my child, :ron must 
practise one Sadhan." And he says, "I am ready, teach me." And tbe 
mother oays, " My hoy, if yon would meet Krishna, tby Lord, oiFer every 
day, this little simple prayer, with faith and love in thy heart, " May I, 
0 Lotna-eyed I be a aaorifioe to thee." 

Mesoage of India. 
"Youngman I olfer this ancient prayer. Purify and strengthen yon~ 

life with this ancient aspiration : " May I, O, Lotus-eyed, be a eaorifioe to' 
Tbse r· Then go out to the mnltitndea that wait with hDnKry bearto lor tho 
meuage ol India,-the message of "Bharat Dbarma. Go, and tall· them 
that India lives lor a mighty mission. Carthage and Babylonia are gone, 
India lives on. Rome that dreamt tho dream of dominion and conquest, 
Rome is gone,-India lives on. Greece, the cradle of enlture, the ahrlne 
of art and phlloaophy, Greaoo is gone,-lndia lives on. Not without a pur
pose. hdia lives to give a mighty message to tho natioua; and wh4t 
gl'ellter privilege than this.-to do and die in the service of India! Go and 
spread this mesoage in town alter town, vlllage after village. And with the 
beauty of tho ancient ideal, hypnotise the whole .oi Hinduathan l " 

Punjab Provincial Muslim League. 
At a general meeting of the Pnnjab Provincial Muslim League held at 

Labore on the IBT MAY 1927, Sir Mabomed Sha8, President, delivered 
· a long opening addr... in the course of wbicb be refer!'<d to Mr. K•lkar's 
presiaential address at the Hindu Maba Sabha held at Ce.wnpore in Decem· 
ber 19211 and the offers made by him to the Mulllim community aud said 
aU that the Delhi Conference did in March laat was to aceept the olfer 
th01 made only lli montba previouoly ; hnt be e:~~presaed great diaappoint
mellt that the Hi!'du ~bba politician• have now toroed a oomplete 
IOID&r~anlt, almost •mmad~ately alter tho publication 11f the statement ioaued 
by Mr. Jinnah. T~e Punjab Hindu Sabha passed a resolution that the 
'!oo~ had no ':l!ht to repreoent the Hindu community in any negotia· 
t1ono w1th the Mualimo and further ·that any kind of settl•ment arrived at 
between leadore of the Muslim ~gne and those ol the Congrel!ll among 
whom ~ahomedan leaders are moluded, would ·in no way be -binding 
on ~~ Hindu oom~nnity and this in apite of the fact that an overwhelming 
1111\)onty ol Moall!llo present at the Delhi Conference bad nothing whatever 

· to do with the Congrase organization. . . 
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Sir Mahomed then ·referred tO . the resolotions adopted at Patna by the 
Hindu !VIab~bha a~d the opiniona of the Hindu press, and aaid that there 
was not a smgle Hmd!' newspaper whether conduated in English or in any 
vernacul•r languages wb1oh had accepted tb& proposition, adopted at the Delbi 
Muslim Conference. In spite of Mrs. Naida's effort to draw him ont, Mr 
Gandhi bad refrained from expreiBing any opinion on the apeoifto propoaitio~ 
adopted at Delhi. indulging m•rely in vague general platitodea not oalonlated 
to give any definite load to Binda poblio opinion. Neither Pandit Nehru nor 
Mr. Sen Gupta bas come out with any daolaration one way or the other 
Coneluding his addrosa, Sir Mabomed Shaft said that until the mentality of th; 
Hindu Mabaoabha undergoea the ueooasary ohonge and that body cornea to 
realise that without Hindu-Muslim unity the attainment of Swarai for our 
common motheri&nd is absolute impouibility, and linally untU an elfeotive 
guarantee of tho protaotion of its vital interosts ia forthcoming, the Moalim 
community will continue to insist on the retention of separate communal elooto
rateo as an integral part of the Indian Constitution. In tho mating 
unfortunate conditione obteinin,! in this country, the introduction of the joint 
electorates is oertein to provo a periodically reonrring oauae of friction 
between tho two greRt communities, fatal to the oanae of Indian nationaliam 
and oreative ol difficult and complicated administrative problems for the 
Government. 

R aaola.tJo ~· .. , 

. After ·the presidential addrau wao over the Leogo~ hold e three 
houra' diBOUBBion and unauimouoly adopted f lengthy roaolutions. The ftnot 
reoolution was moved by Sheik Abdul Khader, noting with regret the toant 
courteoy ehown by the Hindu press and tho Hindu Mahaaabh~> towards tho 
Delbi Muslim Conference propoaitiona, exhorting Mualima to ofoae up the 
rauko, and oupport tho valuable guarantee of their legitimate intaresta far-

. nished by the right of communal repreaontetiou in tho conutry's l~gi"'!'tu":a 
which they have enjoyed for the laat seventeen years and oonatdonng tt 
uaeleN for the Muslim minority in tbie oountry to formulate an1 propoaala 
particulorly in. tho face ol tho irraooncilable attitude adopted by the Hindu 
Mahasabha. 
,. The sooond reaolution moved by Sir Mahomad Iqbal reiterated the 

Lengue'e conviction that in tho existing politicsl condition in the country 
aeparate oommunal olector•tes provided the '?nly me&llS ?f m•king the central 
and provincial lo•iBlaturoa troly repreaontatt vo ol Ind10n paoplea and om• 
pbatically opined that, eo long as an ·~ually olfeo~ive guarantee of M~lim 
intot·eeta was not forthcoming, the Mnabm commumty could no~ but cnnttnae 
to inaiat on the retention of communal •laotoratea as an eaaentJal part of tho 
lndiaD constitution. · • 

· . The third reaolution repudiated the alleg&tton t~at separate communal 
eleotorates we!O responaibl& for Hiudu Muahm dJason8lcDB and &BBorted that 
they were the oatoom& of the Snddbi and Sangathan ·movementa started by 

the Hindu Mabsiabba. · 
Tho fourth and laot reaolutiou proteated agalnat tho pronounoom_onto 

mode by Dr. Moonje at tho Hindu Sab_b., Calcutta, and at tho Ht~u 
Mnh&oabba 8 t Patna, re~arding them aa betng fatal to th~, ca~ ~! Indian 
nationalism an4 Wllflled tho Mabaaabba to stop Dr. Moon)e a actinttolo 
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;•' .'''f t:e Ben s: a 1M us I i m ConE ere nee· 
: .,' 'th~ :Bi.'ng,J Provineial . Mu•lim Conferenoe: held at Barieal ~~the 8th 
l.i&~ Jii21. C<l!lcluded abruptly on acoonnt ~~ a ram ato~. The Ch1>1rman ol 
tbe Reooptioli . Committee, Khan Bahadur Hemayatuddm A~ mad, had re~ 
\1\lty a portion of his ape•oh welcoming the delegates when !t be~an to raiD. 
'the rest of the Khan Bahadur'a apeech aa well aa the prea1~e~tial addreal 
;t~ 'delivered on the n•:rt day, the 9th May, the Conference s1tt1ng at 8 a. m. 
Instead · of in t'he afternoon. . 

. Sir Abdnr RAHIM, presidinQ', began · with the Kulkati incident in 
~bleb several Mahomedana were shot dead by the police. He upreaaed 
absolute dillll'pPointment at the attitude which the Bangal Government bad 
81!8U111ed in, this caae, bot bop•d th•t when the new Governor found time to 
lltndJ' the facto rel•ting to tbe Knlkati oecurrence be might try to accept the 
Mnallm view of· it, notwitbstandmg what his Muslim and Hindu Miniatera 
bnvo advioed . him. He e:xprea•ed aimilar disappointment at tbe attitnde 
taken np by many Hindu politicians, ohiefiy among the aupportera of the 
Govornment. In BDI!g•oting remedies, Sir A. Rahim said :-"We have failed 
tO· BeCllre an independent enqniry in tbia important caao. The onl:r other 
m<aos left to ue ia to seek snob remedy aa peraiatent oonetitntional opposition 
in the Legislature affords. For that purpose 1 have sought a olear mandate 
from my communit-y in North Celcotta conotitnenoy whom 1 more 'PIIrtioularl:v 
repres•nt lrmd tlrrown ·out a oh..tlenge to tb& &nwortoro of the Government to 
defeat 111e if they ean and tbua prove 'that tbe Mualim 'Pilblio opinion does DOl! 
mppollt lbe. II thia ·conatirnenoy gives a v•rdint in m:r favour there .. m he 
no Telllml&lfle fteuse lett to ally<ffle for doubting wbat our oommunit:v walltlf 
lllid if •anr Muslim member of the Couneil still heoi~s to respeot the deci
oinn of tbe Muasalmana of North Celoutte his duty "ill he to relligo his aoat 
and 'lea\ Ire-election. Otherwise, <I should he entitled 'to eaH up011 avery 
Mualiin l!iletnber ·of the Council to olier eonatitutional oppoaition to the 
ptea8111; •Gonrumeoit uutiludreso io obteinad. 
1 lUter eaild•mning communal prop~anda, he refened to ·muaic before 
mosque, stating the general propositions re~arding this qneation, He referred 
to 'the local preotioe and aaid: If these prinoipleo are acted upon by both 
~munitiel. it is P':"'~ible tbat even 1n the present tenaion of :ieelinga ther9 
'f?ll ·b~ very •few oohaloltB; but wMti!ver we may lay down the key of the 
muatum 'lnust·ahrays remain in ·tlie 'banda of the •Executive authoritieo. .Jf 
the!r'COnsult leading·mon ol the t•o I!Ommunities ·whenever ·they'&pprehenll 
lillY trouble•and O<lm:e to a bonaftde decision 'lin reaoonable 'll!an ebonld objeot 
tollba•enfor<:e!neut of their ordere ~n acourd&n!!e with -the la.w and in ·Bhe 
manner. required by the tme needs of the aituation. The 111o&t 'latiafaotory 
tlnd laatin~ ~lotion how6var lllln · nuly •he l'eaohed ·if infiuential ·leaders of both 
oamliinllltl!a'&pproacb·tbe·qu~•tlotdl! ·a ilpii·lt m '!iilie •and ta:ke and •then 
reBo!utely ·exort all 'their infinetrce'to•ree thlit Gbe ,_,grlfad 'decioiou be opropeJ.'I¥ 
oemed out. 

•Ra~nrding the Sbnddhi lbo""'ln'Oo,t, •Sir ·"Abdur !.old·: Under tlte Jaw 
eVl!r~ belid!"t. in ~ partionlar religloit io lmtliled •to 'Pretlelb ita doctrines •and 
to lirittll· ·~ntb10 1ts told auy one 'lrllo 'lrigbes 'to llome tin. No Muslim that II 
know.ufhlaenrqueatloned sucb·right·;·butl•do nut ·undereta:nd •whyllluoh 
great seal and energy abould be de,v!>~d. to proving that with the e:xooption 
ol a handful tbe reet ol the Musaa\man• in lndie were originally Hioduo. J 
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believe a fair body of opinion is growing in Borisal which demands that thnse 
disputes and oollieione, which aro so entirely &lien to the traditions and spirit 
of the people of this province, should not be allowed to continue to m•r the 
peace and harmony of social life. 

Referring to the elections, be di•oussed both commnoal and joint electo
rates. "On an important qu<ll!tion of this character and msgnitude no dop•r
ture should be ll!llde from the existing practioo except with the approvdl 
of both tbe parties concerned. That is why Lord Lytton in his fare1vell 
address the other day said tb.t this was a mattor for arrangement between 
the two communities. WbRt is very significant is that while Hindn opinion 
is stron~ly in support of joint electorates, Muslim opinion, except perhaps of 
a few individnals, eoems to be equally set in the opposite direction. It is my 
own personal belief that, but for the pronounced anti-Muslim prop•g•nda of 
a certain cl ... of politicians h&ving oonsid9r&ble position and intluence in their 
community and the unfortunate collisions that are t·•kin~ pl••• almost d,Uly 
'Muslim opinion would not have bean so decided against joint electoral;e,, 
When mutual trust and confidence have been so largly destroyed, the founds· 
tion for co-operation in an electorate is necess•rily we&kened. The feelinp: 
has grown strong among the Mu .. &lmans thrcn~hout the length nod 
breadth of the country that if we yield to the demands and threats of 
those Hindu politicians, who stsrted the movement for a change, Mu•lim 
interests will be seriously end~ngered. 

Conclnding, Sir Abdur Rahim aaid that the desire for communal or class 
or caste nomination most be replaoed by a spirit of co-operation and goodwill 
in advancing the interests of the general population. This is tho pivot of the 
entire policy which I placed before the country in the manileato of the Bmgal 
Muslim Party. I venture to state on behalf of my community th•t it is not 
within the scope of it<! ambition to domin&te other oommnnities. They are 
sincerely anxious to work in friendly co-operation with the Hindu communi
ty in a soli·gcvcrning India. It is not my belief that it is the desire of the 
general community to dominate over us ; hut we cannot ignore the faot tbat 
there are distinguished and accredited leaders of a lar~e school of politieal 
thought who from time to time express sentiments which add to the anxiety 
of Mussalmans as to how a Hindu majority may exercise its powera. We llr& 
so anxious to advance the political status of our oonntry tbot we are prep•red 
to settle differences in a friendly conferenco with the leaders of the othor 
community, however provocative may be the attitude of some of them. 

Sind Hindu Provincial Conference. 
The session of the Sind Hindn :Provincial Conference opened a~ 

Sukknr en t.be 1ST MAY 1927 under the presidency of Lala Lajpat Rai. The 
Chairmnn Mr. Virumal Begraj, in a bold and fearleas bnt restrnined speech, 
after condemning the atrocious murder of Swami Shrsddbaoand, deplored 
that 'Sind which was the birth place of Snfi•m (union of religions) had now 
become the hotbed of communal disseosions as a result ol fanatical pro· 
paganda in Muslim quarters, both from within and without. And tbe 
result was the La.rkb~>na riots followed by the byeplot at Begraji. If 
Mahomedans cl&imed the right of c~nversion why were Hindus boing deprived 
of the right of Shndhi and recl•mation. Witb regard to sep1ration ~~ Sind, 

~6 
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434 . -·"' • "-h d be declared that apart from political and eoonomto ex.,.,...eno•es 1WI o:ne ~us 
had forfeited the trnst of the Hind"'! and . completely ahak!n their fa;th 
and aroused nomerou• doubts and fears m the1r mm~ ~y the1r ~onceptton 
1 M homedanising everything. He urged roorgamsatiOU of Hmdu pan· . 
\. ~ d aangethan so 88 ta make them a living force and through them 
c 1 ~rtl:g of separate educational and other institutions for Hindu~ H • 
~!so stressed on the slud.v of Hi':di, p~ysi~l developme~t, refor:nation ~f 
temples, and eradication of soc1al cv1ls bke !"rly marr!sge. .W•th regn d 
to music before mosques he cited the recent mstances m whteh a Maho· 
medan Jiving in the neighbourhood of his press kept ~eating drums, 
trumpets and musical instruments for a number •! days oontin':oual~ on the 
occasion of a marriago, and when he asked h•s othe~ Mnsl!ID neighbours 
to stop him they all laughed and had to admit t~at the1r des~r~ to enforce 
tbis demand against the Hindus waa extremely arbitrary and unfatr. 

THB PRBSIDBNTIAL ADDRBSSo 

Lala Lajpst RAI then delivered hie address extempore for over two honra 
in whioh he ssked tbe Hindus to give up mildness aud develop sternness of 
character, mind and bedy so as to offer sncoossfnl resilltsnce against any 
encroachment on their rights. 

He regretted thst a fitter person .tban him was not appointed Preai· 
dent beosuse temperamentally he felt he was not the fittest for this 
work and he was not so well acquainted with tbe Sind problema. Expres
sing Togret at Pandit Malaviya'o abaenoo owing to illness, he paid a 
glowing tribute to his piety, learning and unllinching and ardent love for 
Hinduism. Referring to oommunal tension, ha said he was ps.ined to see 
thst the two groat oommunit.ies, who formed the nation and who were 
destined for ever to live in this land, oouid not pull on peooo!ully 
together. His one consolation was that in their national evolution this 
•tsge was not only incvit•ble but also neceossry. He hoped that when they 
emerged from this ordeal they would be purer and stronger. Witbou~ 
Ibis real strongth Swara.j, oven if got as a girt, oou!d not long bo retaiued. 
He exhorted the Hindus to !nco this lire manfully and coma out of it purer 
like gold. 

Referring to local problems, Lala Lnjpat Rai said that although he wse not 
iutimately conversant with them be realised that the position of Hindus as an 
extinct minority was very delicate but be assured them thst they were not 
alone io their battle. Hindus in other provinces would always be ready to 
help an~ sn~P?rt th!~·. He exhorted the Hindus of Sind to participate in the 
All-India Hmau activities. To the wealthy men of Sind be reminded that 
~heir wealth was uselo•e and might dieappear in the wink of an eye ss it did 

- m Kohat "!;d _Sahora.opur and all their paid keepers snd watobmen would be 
of no ay .. I 1f they do no~ use it in opening institutions for the development 
of the mmd and body of their young men and training them up as a defence 
fo~e. ~· ;:egretted to lind the physical condition of Hindus and Hindu 
cbll~ren m ~m~ •o POOl". Early man-iages were rampant in Sind and the 
hab1t of dnnkmg appeared to be common. T11e oondition of womou too 
wss very ~ac~ward. He, therefore, exhorted them to etrive to remedy 
these delic•e~c•es. He appealed to the young men to develop sternness Ill 
·~barscter1 mm<i and bod;y. 
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• Referring to the ensuing All-India Congro .. Committee meating, .he 

s~Id that al~ough he was a devotee of the Conl'l'ess whose prestige waa 
hig~~r to him than of any other body, ho was of opinion th•t the Congress 
d~clilOD on. communal questions should be arrived at after due consultation 
WJth the Hm~u Maba ~bba and some recognised Muslim body. 

Conoludmg Lala}.aJpat Rai .•aid that the problem before the Hindus was 
twofold, firstly, Sam&JIO reformation and, secondly, relations with Mnssalmana 
and Governme~:~t. If the Hindus woro to set their house in order no force on 
earth could re~1st th~m •• The lack. of organisation which bad brougM the 
d?wnfall .of Hmdos 10 Smd at the t.lme of the invasion of Sind by Mahomed 
BID Kass1m was also responsible for the present helpless pligM of Hindus in 
the. whole country. The community bad taken to ext&rnalsup.rfioialities 
which were undermining Hindu Samaj. Hindus bad forgotten their Dhnrm., 
the Dharma taught to them by the gospel of the Gita. He exhorted the Hindus 
to give up their mildness and develop sternness of mind, body and ohamcter 
and rise to oooasions to do their Dharma. To Mussalmnns who yearned 
for the emancipation of Muslim countries outside India, L•laji would say 
that it would be impoasible Without the emancipation of India. 

Re•olutions. 
The resolutions that were possed in tho Conference relates to:-
(1) Expressing satiafaotion at the efforts of several jmnohayate in 

ameliorating tbe condition of the depressed chsses and earnestly requesting 
••II Hindus to allow them the uae of public wells, schools, mandirs and 
cremation grounds. (2) Protesting a~ainst tbe restrictions of mnaio halore 
mosques, and sy_·pathy with Patuakbali Satyngrabis; {3) Reformntion of 
temples; (4) Condemnation of child marriages and of uneven marriages 
of elderly men with child brides ; (5) Propagation of Shuddhi and 
appeal to Hindu panohayats to t"ke book within their fold reclaimed 
Hiadns; (6) Condemnation of Swami Shraddhanandll's murder and appeal 
for the Sbraddhanand Fund ; {7) Ratification of tho Patna Maha Sabha's 
resolution on Hindu-Muslim relations, provincial redistribution and re
constitution of provincial legislotores, recording opinions against sep•ra· 
tion of Sind from Bombay as injurious to economic, political and educational 
iatnrests of the province and especially of the Hin:·u community in Sind 
and stating that Hindus will not ha bound by any decision oftho All-India 
Congress Committee or any other bcdy unless ratifi<d by. tho Hindu l'l!aha 
Sabba. An amendment lor lihe appointment of " •,?mmitl~e. til consider 
the above question was negatived by an ovorwbelmm!f ID'<lOrity. 

Other resolutions passed condemned the IArkhana riOts and the conduct 
of the Muasalmau Police officers at BagaJji as failing !n the!r duti"" .~nd inspir
ed by religious animosity causing panic among the Hmdua m .Bagaqt and the 
neighbouring places and .iU·tre•tment of resp<ctable HIDdlll who were 
arrested, handoulfed and roped. 



SEVENTH SESSION OF 

The Trade Union Congress. 
The seventh session of tho Trade Union Congress opened on the 12TH 

MARCH 1927 in the Hindu ·College Hall, Delhi. Prominent amo~g thos." 
present were Messrs. S. Srini vas~> Iyengar, Clow, Ssklatwala, La]pat Rl>1, 
Pnudit Madan Mohan M&laviya, Mcssra. G. D. Birla, D. Chnmanlnl, Rnnga
awami lyeognr and B>rneha. 

The Executive Council Meeting. 
Before the Congress met, tlle Executive Council of the Congress, 

disoussed at considerable length aome of the resolutions. About a dozon 
applications for affiliation presented before tho Executive Council by Mr. 
AI tab Ali were rejected at the it;stanoe. of Mr. Mrinal Kanti Bose who 
protested against tbe practice of affiliation of unions without making any 
enquiry as to their honatides. Mr. Bose aaid that he bad already given 
notice of moving important changes iu tho rules relating to affili.•tion •. 

Mr. Thengdi's resolution to declare the willingness of the Congress 
to bring about tho greatest possible solidarity nud co-ordinated activity on 

. the part of the Trade Unions throughout the Britiah Empire in order to 
co!lDteraot the ruthless uploitaticn carried on under tho aegis of Britiah 
Imperialism provoked considerable discussion, some of tho delegates 
expresaing the opinion that the Trade Union Congress aa such should not 
conoider the ;ubjeoll. Mr. Chamanlal in ao elcqnent apeech said that politica 
oould not be divorced from 'l'rade Unionism and the Trade Union Con
greSB should emphatically declare from its platform that it would fight 
imperiali•m as it would tight cqpitalism. 'Ihe resolution wns carried by 
an overwhelming majority, 

Constitutional Changes. 
Mr. Mrin&l Kanti BOSE, in moving his resolution for the modification 

of the Congress constitution, said that. some of the glariug defects in the 
constitution have otood in the way of t.lie Congress developing to the lull 
height of ita power and nsefulnesa. By payment of the prescribed affiliation 
Ieos any person could oreate aa many paper unions as the length of his 
purse permitted. 

Mr. SAKLA1 V ALA at this stage expresS<d his desire to offer a few 
sugg .. tions on the defects of the constitution. Permission being given he 
spoke f_or ab?ut an honr. Labour in India, be said,. was oxperienoing the 
ssme dlllicultles ae Labour did in England. But llldian Labour was not 
required to start In m the very beginning. It has inherited the tredi· 
tions and e:r.perience of the .Briti•h Labour movement. Tho Trade 
Unionists in !udia were to forge ahead and keep themselves abreast of 
the La~our mov<mellt in the "otld. He said that the Congress should have 
a atand!bg committee for iJ:.ten;ational negotiationo. lt sbould have a 
labour re•earcb bur~n and district organisers to oettle loo&l disputes. 
As to the constitutiOn ~~ the Congrees be suggested that affiliation l'Ules 
should he more rigid so ae to secure tbat nou but bonafide trade unions 
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might get. affiliation. Once this wu done the forces of intrigue would get 
a set hack If not destroyed. He su~gested that there should be a pormaneut 
office of the ~ngres'! so that the Trade Union world might know whom 
to apply for mformatiOn eto. He suggested also the institution of a 
central fund to meet the travelling expen•es of delegatss to and from the 
Congress. 

On the conclusion of Mr. &klatvala's speech, the H~uso adjourned 
for halE an hour a~d when it met. Mr. Mrinal Kanti Bose continued his 
speech. 'Ihe most 1mporte.nt amendment of the constitution bo propos•d 
relates to rules regarding affiliation of unions to the Trade Union Coil' 
gress and is as follows :-

"That applications for affiliation of Unions should he forwarded 
through the provincial committees to the General Secretary. (A rider was 
P':Oposed by Mr. .Joshi and aceepted by Mr. Bosa thot no provinoial com• 
mxttse would be entitled to withhold any appliostion for affiliation). 

"That no Union should be affiliated to the Coogreaa without boing first 
affiliated to tho Pruvincidl Committee. 

"That no Union should be affiliated which has not been in existonoa 
for at loast one year and has not it" account and statemont of momber 
ship auditrd by " qualified accountant or an authorised represent•tiva of 
tbe A. LT. U. Congress." 

Other modificatione included the substituti~n of the Provincial Com
mittee for the Provincial Scoretary in matters relating to the formation 
of Reception Committee for the purposes of holding the Congross. The 
constituents of the Congress were to ba, over and above the offioe·beorcrs 
mentioned in the rules, other office-bearers whom the Congress migbb 
eloct from time to time. (This WBB suggasted by Mr. Saklatvala aad accepted 
by Mr. Bose.) 

R eaolutiona. 
Resolutions wore then passed regarding the emphatic prot .. st ol lhe 

Congreao against the system ol " Lioonsed Coolie Contract" ali Howrah 
station and urging the High Commiaaioner ol Railwnys for its abolition 
and appointment of a whole time officer for the supervision of the luggage 
portera' work at Howrnb Station and for npprsoiabls reductiou of tho 
license foe of Rupoes seven por month Je,·ied by the contmotor and urging 
upon the Agoot of the East Iodian Railways to publish the report of the 
Railway officer deputed by Mr. Legg, the late Agent of theE_. I. R. to 
investigate tho grievanooa of the licensed porters and to place It before 
the East Indian Railways Loon! Advisory Committe& urging the abolit!on 
of the pitce system of work in Governmen~. Prsssss and regretting 
the steps that are being token by the authontxes of the .E. L R. Proaa 
to convert a large number of the salaried ~ands into piece. worke~s, urgi~g 
upon the .Jute Mills' Association to • acqnxr~ the bust~e m ths Jute mdl 
area aad urging on the owners of the JUte mdls to rev1se the soandalo~sly 
low wages averaging Rupees Fifteen per month to the worker of the JUte 
industries which hBB been paying an average dividand ~~ 90 por cent for 
the laat ten years, urging upon the Gove'!'ment of Ind1a to te.ke ~ a ~ra~ 
atep towards combating unemploymant m the country to eatabbsh '!" 
modiatdy public •mployment bureaus in all industrial. and commsr_Cial 
towns, expressing tbe opillion thot ths ao·called. menial! emplo.yed by 
Goverllment, Munioipalitiea and other local bodies sbould be SIV811 tbo 
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same privileges aa are enjoyed by the ministerial staff with regard to 
leave, pension and Provident Fund eta. • • . 

The Congress passed also a comprehensive resoluttoo dealmg wli:h 
the J!rievanoca of Railwaymen, and urged upon ~he .Government of .Indta 
to carry out the resolution passed by the LegtslatJve ABBembly wtthout 
division on the lith February 1925 for an er.quir:v into the griev~nces '!f the 
Railway subordinate empoyees aud lor the amendment of the Indum Railways 
Act by inserting provisions for the constitutions of a C6ntral "\Vag?" Board •. 

The Congress also pased a resolution about ~eamsns. gnevances dts
approving of the failure of the, Gover~ment of ln~ta to g1ve effeo~ to the 
recommendations of the Seamens Rocrmtment Committee. 

The President's Address. 
Rai Sahib Cbandrika PRASAD, then delivered his presidential address. 

In the eourse of l1is address he said that the workers in India were ex
ploited both by the well·to-do olasses of the oountry as well as by 
foreigners in varioua ways. They mostly based their attitude on the tboo'?' 
of supply and demand and did not concern themsolvea whether thetr 
employeea got a living woFea. The responsibility for low wagrs rested 
with both employers and omployeca and the Iotter were forced by circums
tances to accept what was olfered to them. If hbour in India was 
properly organised, it would be at an advantage to bargain nnd things 
would improve. To-day a small fraction of persons engaged in industry, 
transport and mines were ottly organised, while agriculturists were totally 
-unorganised, Government ta.king land revenue, Government servants taking 
their illegal tolls, money-lenders and speeulators buying the fanners' produce 
at low rates and selling it to the consumers at market mtes, left the agricrd
toriats in a state of chronic proverty. Were the agricrdtnrists in India 
properly organised in uniono; they would jointly sell their produce under 
intelligent joint management ao was done in Denmark. The speaker 
thought that the co-operative movoment in India waa not likely to make a 
substantial improvemont in the lot of Indian Kisans unless it was brought 
under the people's own control and worked on Danish lines. Be suggested 
the formation of village panohayats. Trade Union in India wae still in 
infancy and was gro,.iPg as it po8Sibly could. Illiteracy of workers and 
opposition of exploiters were the chief difficulties in the way of its progress. 
Among Government aervants they had a fairly good organisation of men 
employed in the posts and tele~raph departments but the snme could not 
be oaid of the employees on State Railways. The speaker attributed this 
te the oapitaliat tendencies of British eompanios whioh, be snid, had usurped 
the management and working of State railwaJs. Cases of victimi:mtion 
bad o~rred on several railways, while in some plaoes men had been thre"
tened With summary diomisaal in case they talked of forming a Union. 
Men who were kept down under such restraint needed their assistanee 
and encouragement.. He hoped that snob intimidated railwey employee• would 
soon come forward In the open and form their Unions. 

Railway Employees' Grievances. 
The speaker _t~en ref~r~ed to the g1·ievancsa of railway employees such as 

the .ahsenoe of mtmmum bvmg wages, low rates of salaries aud wages of 
Indiana genemlly aa compared to Europeans and Anglo-Indians. State 
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Railwa? rules for leave, fl'ee passet, warranto for rsdtlllod fare tiok = 
educatto!'al grants in aid, r~sidential quarters and eupply of uniform sho:ld 
be. "J!Phed to all. Appomtmeots should be mado by open competitive em· 
mtnations conducted by mdopendont commission• instead of by patronage. 
Th~ form of !'~•mont . executed by railway servants should bs revi•ed on 
equttsble oondttlons :>pphoablo to Government sorvants. Hour! of work 
should be properly. regulated_ a~ the system of fining should be abolished. 
The sp~aker oompl~med of raol'\l diScrimination on Iodian railw•y• and said 
~hat w_tt~ no?·Ind1ans at the top of the services in the R1ihvay Board and 
ID.admtmstrattve departments, lndw.os oould hov• no justiee. Apart from 
thts t~e prese_nt salaries of superior officials of roihvays we:-e inordinately 
excesstve. Thia was to bs out down and the Government should lay down 
f_or the future scales of sola;y for all cl .... s of rail way serv mts on tho 
lmes of the J•panese State Roolwaya. Ro~arding Indiaoisation, he uid it 
should bogin from the top rather that from the bottom. 

B. N. R. Strike. 
'f!'e President next mode a relerenoe to the B. N. &ilway strike 

and Bald that though the torms ofl'ered by the Agents were not satiofaotory, 
the strike hnd been called of!' in the intorest of publio oonvenienoe. They, 
aa a rule, did not edvocate strikes as & weapon to secure redr... of their 
wrongs. Their policy was to settlo ull difl'eronoos b>tween employees and 
employers by negotiation, arbitration or oonciliation boards. . 

The Trade Union Act. 
The speaker referred to the inorellS!og unemployment among the people 

in the country specially among educsted ol .. seo and suggested that an enquiry 
be conducted for suggasting ed•quate measures of remedy. Referring to the 
Trade Union Act of 1926, tho speaker said that it had several d•loots like 
the application of Section l20·B of !.he Iodian Peool Code to unregistered 
Trade Uniona aed joint action by worbrs without forming a Union, whioh 
should be removed. Immunity from civil liability of membera ond oftioors 
·should be extended to all Unions in India. Objeeto of registered Trade 
Unions should bs aa in England. Restrictions placed upon tho powers of 
the Unions in opending their funds in helping tbe working ol ... •s eonerally 
should be removed. The Indian Railway Aot was to be rovised and thay 
should particularly urge that proviaions for the constitution of tbe Central 
Wages Board and National Wages Board for settling disputes concerning 
wages and conditions of service and for making it obligatory on ratlway 
administrations to establish councils on the lines of the English Railway Aot 
should bs embodied in the oontemplated Railway BilL 

Labour Representation on tbe Legielatnres• 
The question of forming an independent labour party was noedless eo 

long aa the majority of work era in India had no vote for sending mom bora 
to the legislatures. He regretted that their tontstive ochome for labour 
representation in the legislaturos hod not bsen responded to by the Govern· 
mont. He suggested 12 selected seate in the Assembly, 12 in Bengol, 
Bombey and Madras, 8 for Bihar and OriBsa, the United Province• and 
Burma nod 6 for Central Province• and Assam. 

Referring to the South African SettJ~ment, the Presi~ont h~ld it to bs 
)!onourable to both parties ·ani! hoped that 1~ aotual wor)ring tlll8ht prove 
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d f t ngat the different utisf~etory. ln conclusion, be appsale or um Y amo 

sections of labour, irrospaetivo of caste and creed. 
RBViiiW 01!' Tllll WORK OF TRII CONGRBSS. 

After-the President's spsech Mr. Joshi, reviewed the work ~~ .the 
Congress for the year 1926. In doing so he said that there '!'ere ~7 Un!ons 
affiliated to tho Congress. Tho seheme for labour representation tn l•gtsl&· 

. tive bodies as approvea by the Congress at Madras was not adopted h¥ the 
Government though two additional seats in Bom~ay and one """~ m ~he 
P&llj"b and Central Provinces wore created. Referrm'! to labour logtsla~on 
in India, Mr. Joshi welcomed the Indian Trade Umon Act and the Indtan 
.Factoriu Amendment Act, but regretted that the Gov?rnment sbon!d have 
permitted the Coorg Legislative Council to pass legislatiOn on the hoes of 
the Workmen's Breach of Contract Act. . • 

Reviewing the work of India's representative to tbe lnternat!onal 
Labour Conference, the speaker welcomed the appointment of a n~t1o~al 
correspondent in India by the International lAbour Office from the begmmng 
of 1928. 

SECOND DA·Y-THB 13TH MARCH 1927. 

Next day, the 13th March, alter a protracted meeting ]!\Sting for about 
live hours the EJ<ecutive Cnuncil of the Trade Union Congress converted 
itull into an open Congress and adopted resolutions mo•t of w hioh had 
already bcen passed in previous years. Attendance was mostly confined to 
doleg.tes. About thirty rosnlutinns were p08sed. 

Mr. Sbapnt:ii SAKLATWALA, addreosing the Congress, declared tht 
freedom was a mockery unless the workers oould nnt become their masters. 
Trade Unionism was devised to eeoure that object. It was established 
with the oet purposes of overthrowing Capitalism and Imperialiem and 
ita substitution by a wm·kers' state and their control. -It was no use s~>y· 
ing that they should wait until every body was educat.d. As a matter 
of fact trade unionism in gre.•t Britain started in 1Sii8 and compulsory 
education alter it. The speaker averred that in all western countries the 
trade onion movement was beginning to toke possession of powers and 
the movement bed reached a higher importance than five or seven years 
ago •• Their task had been made easier by the ready-made reputation and 
preat1~e o~ movement in other countries and they must arrive to come 
mto line wtth advanced trade nniona of the world. 

• ~eeding, Mr. &klatvals suggested certain improvements in the 
exiSting management of the trade onion movement in India and advised 
t~em to call a meeting of every branch at least once a month, exchs.nge 
literature and systematiae their accounts. They should a!.o maintain a 
rese_arch d~pa~tment to collect data regarding the ramifications of oom
pames and mstttnte au economic enquiry into the condition of the workers. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

~be following resolutions were carried on tbia day :-
. 'Iho CongreBB prst adopted the annual report ""d expressed its confidence 
m Mr. N. M. Josht, Oenernl Secretary of the Union Congress. 

'Ihe Congress extended its cordial welcome and greetings of the Indian 
worJ<ors to Mr. S..klatwala, expressed its protest ngaillllt the action of the 
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n .""n • o!ernment for sending Indian troope to Chi to f rth • 

of lmpermbsm and called upon the Government to ~~ n er the ••.ms 
tr<X?pa, The advanoe made by the people of China towa U book ~U lndtan 
na~onal freedom was approved and work of the Kuomin~~ t~ attamme_nt of 
whteh leads the trade uniona and peasant organiaationa in Chi! "" appreotatad 

The Congress thanked the Union Congresa of South '!f · f • • 
:h hearing to Mr. C. F. Andrew a and for agreeing to have a 00~~!~e::. 81::~ 
• e .representatives of :he AU· India Trnda Union Congress, but felt that 
m v1ew of the Sonth Afncan settlement such a conferencs wsa no 
~~! .however, urged np>u ~he South African Union Congress to au::::~ 
1mt~ate measures for the uphft and organisation of Indian L\bour • s th 
Afnca. In on 

. A ~eso~ution was &dopted opining that the tima bas come for imme
dmte legtslat10n. for all w~rkers engaged in faotories, mines, tea. oolfee, and 
rub~>?': plantations and m all. other organised trndes and industries and 
provt~ng f<;r. (I) adult franclus.e, (2) an eight hours' day, (3) machinory 
for fiXIng mtmmum wag&s, ( {} Btcknesa and unemploymont insurance (~) old 
age pensions and pensions for wido11·s and orphans, (6) maternit/benofits 
and, (7) wee!dy payment of wages. 

The Congrs.., doolared its willingness to bring about the graatest possi
ble solidarity and co-ordinated activity on the part of the trade unione 
throu~hout the British Empire in order to oountoraot the ruthless oxploita.
tions carried on under tho aegis of British Imperialism. 

Another string of resolutions passad urged upon the managements of 
mills and .factoriee to revise the low wages, ohservanoe of Sundays as full 
holiday• in minoa with full pay, prohibition of employment of women working 
underground and requsating the Government to take immediata steps to 
reach the goal of prohibition at an early date as liquor traffic had oonsiderably 
alfeotsd tbe general welfare of the working classes in Iodia. Tho Congress 
expressed its protest ag>inst the Government of Indi& for not accopting 
tbe modest Congress demand for hbonr ropraaentatioos on Iudian iegialaturse 
and also urged upon the Government to grant to menials· all privilege• as 
given to the ministerial staff in matters of leave, pensions, provident fund, 
gratuity etc. Tho Congress approved the efforts of tho Anglo-Russian Unity 
Committe& to bring about unity between trade unions and the Red later
national of labour unions and expressed the hope that international unity 
would soon bo aohieved. It. howevs1; regrettsd its inability to join the 
international movement till such unity was aobieved. lliep regret was 
expresssd for the unwillingnesa of the Government to set up an enquiry into 
the railwaymen's grievances and the Government was called upon to ame&d 
the Indian Railway Act setting up a centre! wages board for settling disputes 
concerning wages and conditions of service on railway• and making obligatory 
on tho railways to establiob joint induetrial oonocilo on the lines of tho 
English Rail w&y Aot. 

The Congress concluded its session at 8 P• m. Mr. Cham_!lnlel was 
eleo~ed Chairman of the Executive Council and Mr. N. M. J""!'i was re
elected General Secretary for the next yell!". The next seaBton of tho 
Congress was deoid•d to ba held at Cawnpore. 



Madras Chamber of Commerce~ 
Tbe l'lth Annual General Meeting of the Southern India Chamber of 

Commerce, Madras. wllll held on March 19th, Sir M. C. 'I_'· Muthiab Chettiar 
presiding. '.fhe meeting wllll very largely attendad, prommen~ among thoee · 
present being, Dewan Bahadurs Govindoss. Cbathurhnjndoss, G. Naraya!'a~ 
swami Chetti, and M. Balasundaram Nnidu, Messra. C. Abdul Hakim, 
Narayandoss Girdbardoss, M. Kothan, C. V. Venk&taramana Iyengar, A. 
R. Doraiswami Iyengar, Khan Babadnrs Valji Lalji Snit, Jammal Mabomed, 
·and Mahomed Abdul Aziz Sahib Bahadur, Rao Bahadur V. Shanmnga 
Mudaliar, Rao Sabibe P. Ramchandra Chetti and G. Venkatapathi Naidu. 
'.fbe Secretary presented the annual report and accounts of the Association 
lor the year 1926 and the same was taken as read. 

Chairman's Speech. 
The Chairman, Sir Mntbiab CbettiBr in moving the edoption ol the 

·report, spoke at length noout the condition of the money market, th~ 
present position of trade and industries and the various diaabiiities of Indian 
merebants. He began by aaying that the finances. of the Chambor were 
rapidly improving, the Chamber bed praetically emerged from the dead· 
Weight of the building loan which bad ~n rather unduly restricting its 
actjvities right from its ipfa!ley, He :was sure the Chamber would maintain 

·its rightful place in the U.rgor sphere of an all Indian 'organisation afforded 
· b:y tb~ establishment of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commeroe. 

· Proceeding, Sir Muthiah Cbettiar S..id : " '.fhe lhdian money market 
·bas been presenting a taxing problem in the period under review.. As usual 
the Government was the Agent Ptovooateur in the market. 

"'.fbe progress ol the Currenoy Commission through the country raised 
great hopes and great fears. As usual the hopes have diasppsared and the 
fears have remained. More than anything else the position of silver and 
of the Imperial Bank oansad no little anxiety. At the close of the export 
season the rupee excllange seemed to find its mooringa round about 18d. 
but, when it began to show signa of weakness soon after, the Government 
promptly osme to ita rescue with their magic wand and misled the unsor 
pecting Commission. I do not propose to go into tho ratio controversy but 

·it remains to be soen whether the rupee will"chooee to remain where it was 
'kept by heroic eft'orts for a brief periud of two years or whether it will 

· seek its old comfortsbla resting place. In any oase, while it is clea-r that 
an abrupt return under present oironmstanoes to the 16d. ratio ia ridiculous 
it sh~uld be admitted th.at the higher ratio both in regard to its practicability 
and 1ts consequences Is not tbe proper ona for immediate stabiliaation. 
The stopendous fall in exports in 192!) and the upward tsndenoy of imports 
at o~·~ re~ects th~ fact that trade ia becoming shy of the eJ<Ohange and · 
that !~ IS gomg to bnng it to a severe triol in the oil-season. 
• What baa made the m~rket more nervous ia the steady loll in prices 
m several ol the staple articles like cotton, sugar and steeL That is a 
second bo~tb~ to our farmer and our industrialist. The alight 
raoovery of mdlll!tries after the post·war alump has received no enooura11e-
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ment. ~rom h the panio-striken investors. The result waa that ind tri 1 
seonnttes. .ave been continoe.Uy in disfavour and Banks have 

08
baea 

f~r:u1'i1~ ~~.~~;:~~~ !~~· &~U:.~s ~!~~~~11inte~:!:~~~~~~r:'o:.;~ 
m nee a CODS!derable volume of remitt.nce of Iondo. The Governmen 
too ~ave not been slow to ajl'gravate the sitnation by their penistent .. ,1! 
ste:lmg and de!latioo of currency in order to work the ropee to the IBd. 
rat1o. The Government have for the moment attained their end at the r''t of the o:onntry's best ioterrats and have succeeded in allaying the 
ears of the 1mporten and safeguarded the position of European capital 
~nd _European ~ervice men out in tbis country. .But the exchange trouble 
Is go:ng to re'!"am the crnx of the Indian currency problem notwithotanding 
:J:e mtrodnotum of what is oalled the Gold JluUion Standard in which 

e rupee is going to remaio the standard of value and the standard ooin 
nnsuppo:ted by any lege) tender gold coin. We are oonfidently assured 
that tt IS our next advance towards the eventual eatsblishment of the 
Gold Standard with gold currency. We may however congratulate tho 
Government on their attempt to eentmlise the control ol Currency and 
Credit in the bands of tho Reserve Bank and thus wash their hands 
oloan leaving the Imperial .Bank !roo lo pursno its commercial bank. 
We shall then have an id•al organieation ready to assist in tho expansion 
of banking facilities with the solo purpose of promoting tho interests of 
the country. In doing so tho banks in tho country will fiud much use 
for an AD· India Inatitnte of Bankers functioning aa a common recrnitiog 
ground and as a representative authority on the science and art of banking. 

Trade and Industries. · 
''The recent steady decline in pricea coupled with the inflated exchange 

has been serioualy alleeting the internal purchasing power of large 
sections of the community and the producers of raw cotton, and oottou 
yam and piece-goode have had an anxious time and will have to exereiso 
a· great deal of caution in the current year oleo. Tbe Madna milia 
however have atood the troubles with greater firmness than those in 
Bombay acd Ahmedabad. 'Jhe inroads of Japanese gocda into our 
market are being elowly repaired and I do hope that any reliof that the 
Textile Tariff Board nan recommend wiU be most welcome to set tho 
industry on its feet again. In this oonneotion I cannot omit to mention 
that the operations of the Cotton Transport Act in tbia Presideno:r have 
brought about unnecessary interns! restrictions on tlte movement of 
.Otton, although the object of preventing adulteration . is none ro be 
despised. Tho Aot as it ster.ds is not only inelfectiva· in •? far as the 
road treffio is unrestricted, but extremely harmful to tho oult1vators and 
ilia merchal!ta • it would howeyer be worth trying whether the Act een 
'be sayed. by ~rilarging the Tirnppur, cambodia area eo. as to include the 
districts from l'inneveUy to Coimbatore. In fact,. _havto& rega:<f ~ t~e 
variety of eoils, and the peonliar neodo and o?nd!ti~ni • of onltivatlDn to 
each locality, it would appear that sneb terrttonaltsation of grades of 
cotton is the last thing to be attempted. 

Need for Protection. 
. "The· oiroumstanoo of prosperit:r. budgets that are passing. th~gh 

the LegislatureellOW is a eurious comment on the povert)' of the mdnatneo. 
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There are ··~e~eml industries that rems.in in a ner_vous and ~nstable 
condition under the quasi-protection oi · revenue· dut1es, ns for mstauee 
augar; match, oil- product&, fruit-canning, paints and colours, a'!d tobacco 
all of which deserve to be Ollre!ully investigated by the Tar11f Boa~ •• 
I~ abould be temembored, however, that· while asking for n protective 
-wall,- an industry bas a groat deal to do for itseli by y<BY of intet;'al 
impro-.oment. It is hard to Jive down a bsd reputation. IE .IndJan 
produce is to maintain its reputation in foreign markets the dtlfer~nt 
trades ought to have independent organieations and ought to excro1se 
strict internal control as in the case of t""' lsc, cotton, ooal, and wheat. 
It is high time tbst •imilsr internal control wore exercised in the case of 
tanned hides and •kins, hemp, tobacco and indigo. In all t.hese cases 
there is a great deal to be said against Government intervention and !'Bob • 
trade has got to set ite bouse so as to retain its poaiti?o in the international 
market. In respeo~ of bides and skins a serious situation has arisen by 
persistent adulteration in tanneries for weight purposes. Whatever 
immediate profit. thoro may be in tranEactiono with nodiseriminting 
countries like Japan it would not he long before the foreign markets make 
common cause and raise a revolt against all Indian skins and bides, to the 
prtjndieo of all tam•ere, honest and dishonest alike. Hide tanners have 
just paa~ed through a bnd year and on the top of it comes the abolition of 
the export duty. lt is an untruth to say that the export duty bas foiled 
in its purpose of encouroging tbe tanning industry. The export of raw 
hides aod skins in 1919·20, the yenr of tho imposition of the 11) per cent 
duty, otood at 90,97'1 tons and in J 926 it stood at fi0,226 tone, vio., a 
decrease of 41i percsnt; the exports of tanned hides and ski no have 
during the same period risen from 6,724 tons in 192G-21 to 18,034 tons 
in 1926, viz., an increase of about 270 p.r cent. These are facts which 
!'o Gove~ment whi~h p1-ofessea to patronise the indigenous industries Olln 
'!ll!ore 19_1tbout d~wmg open themselves considerable public distrust, and 
th1s Preot~eney bs.vmg a share of about ?0 por cent in the exports of 
t~mned h!des and 90 per cent in the export~ of tanned skins can hardly 
reconcile 1tseli to the free expert of raw skins or hides without sGrioua 
detrimen' to our tanning industry. 

Taxation. 
The subject of the burden of taxation on trade and industriee has all 

but esesped the att-ention of the Government. During and after the war 
the country gave its ready response to the Government's appeal for extra 
taxes to get over the deficit Budgets. Now the season of surplnses bas 
begon but the Gov~rnment refuses to let go any of its revenues. The 
Government oi India have. been accumulating surpluoee all these four 
years and. hope to do so ID the years to oome. In the oiroumstances the 
trade aod mdustry of the country should be· substantially relieved. Above 
~!· the c?mpeny super-tax, and the etamp duty not only on cheques and 
""ma~d b~ls of exchange as proposed in the Finance Bill but on all 
neg~tiable motrumenu, should be abolished, and the court-fees and regis· 
trat1on fees_ ehonld be ~rongbt down to the level of 1921-112. 
th ~ senoua h_andtcap bas _been repeatedly brought to the notice of 
:. overnment_ m the administration of the Income-tax Act, for the 

P dpoae of e_nabhng a~sessees to cover their losses in lean years by lumping 
!Ill averagtng tho _Income• of, soy three years, for JWeesroeot, It i1 a 



i9 liAR, •27j CHAIRMAN'$ SPEECH • - -

. ~eth;t I~ng Ind~optedhe in several other countries. and the~e is DO daub::: 
J u t 11 _m I& w ro the conditions· of currency,. trsde nnd . monsoon ::id pecuharly uncert•in. With reference to the Finanoe Bill J wish to 
f that the proposal to rais• tba import duty on unmonufactn;ed toh• 
~om Re. .1·8 'Jl!r 1?. is calculated to check the iargoloe.il manufacture":; 

Cigarettes m whtch 18 used & considerable .proportion of imported tobaoco 
It ~hould be ~be dull: of the legislature• and the public bodie• to set 
the~r face definttely agaJnsl any further incro••• of duties in th,se i!lllidiou, 
ways. n!'d urge Government to proceed with legislation in • rogord to tho 
rematmng re~mmenda~iono of tho ·Indian Taxation Enquiry Committee, 
several !'f _wh1ch reqntre to be carefully examined by tho Commerci•l 
co~m~ntty '!' order to place tho oystem of taxation of tbio country on 11 8Cteutifia bnsta. 

RAILWAY AND ROAD •COMIIUl!IIOATIOl!IS. 

Mr. Govir.doss Chathurbu.iadoss seconded the motion. In doing so 
the speaker made a few remarks on the transport facilities of the country, 
Hardly anything, he said, was mora important to tho morchant ond the 
manufacturer than his access to -the ohoap snd rapid means of tm11spart. 
While they thanked the Government for tho present proooul in the 
Finance BiH to reduae the import duty on motor oars and cycles from 30 
to 20 per cent, on tyros and tubes to 16 per cent, he would much like the 
Government to toke a corollary step for the purpose of improving and 
extending road communications by oentralisinl( tho control and policy of 
their maintenance and extension in the bonds of tho Provincial Road 
Board on which all the district boards and important public bodies may 
be edeqnntely represented. ''In regard to railway extension" the spaakor 
88id, "I am glad to ••Y that the Railway llo&rd hss a reasonably extensivo 
programme lor thiB Presidency and I onlr wish that tho ••me rata of 
progre01 be maintained lor at lesst a decade in ardor to fill in the wah of 
trunk lines. Msanwbile, the railways will be well-advised to reduoo tho 
freiJ;bt subatontially if India should enjoy ohanp transport os io foreign 
ooun~ri88, though it be at same aast to the annual contribution to the 
general revenues, in aase the working expenses do not admit of a subatan· 
tial aut. In regard to passenger tmffia it must be expected that tho 
reaent small reductions in fares will stimulate traffic to same extent 
though not immediately, bot it is a IDattar far regret that the South Indian 
Rnilway and tba Madrss nod Southern Mahratto Railway nro far bahind 
the other linea. It would he a great relief to second-rate mercantile firmo 
if the coupon system ia extended to ascend clsss tmvelling alaa. An· 
other matter which requires the ooriouo attention of the Railway Boord 
is the praatios of obarging minima rates in the firat stage of t':"velling !• 
each line passed through in long distance travel. Another d•fficnlty tn 
long distance travel is the want of connecting trains, as for example, the 
want of " Madrss expreu direct to Manmsd or at leaot of a f!w .through 
carriages obliges one to proceed to and bait at Bomba~, prolong h•a 1om:_ney, 
and pay initial minimum fare to tho G. L P. Rallway once aga1n to a 
journey to Delhi. It would be much u88 to buaio88smon if thOle small 
mattero will alao oacupy the attention of the Railway Boa:<! when. t~ey 
are not absorbed in oonatruotions and replaoemento, snd IIlli way oolhne~o 

The report was then unanimo01ly adopted. 



Bombay Mill-owners' Conference. 
PRRSIDBNT'S SPBEO!L 

What is intended to 'be a country-wide campaign against the Govern· 
ment of India's refusal. to grant protection to the mill industry was
inaugurated on the 20th June at a Conference in Bombay of millowners all 
over India. About 25 centres of Indian Chambers of Commerce, who, owing 
to the shortness of notice, could not send their represeatotivos, telegraphed 
messagea .of sympathy with the purposes of the ~nf~nce. Mr. I_I. P. 
Medy, President of the Bombay Mtllowners AssooJatiOn, who prestded, 
referred to "the inexonsable delay" in the publication of the Government's 
decisions and raid that when they were published at last they were typical 
of the way in which millowners had been treated all along in this bnsiness. 
A more casual and indifferent treatment of a gr&ve problem had never 
been known. H there were any reasons for decisions so contrary to the 
assurances given to millowners and so greatly at variance with all cano~>s 
of fairplay they did not Bllpear in the Government's communique. All tbot 
the communique did was to misrend the important findings, to set up 
minority sgsinst majority report and to dismiss the whole subjoct in a 
few casual sentences mnch as if the Government were disposing of the 
question of a grant for a vl11age well. . 

It was a matter Of keen dis.•ppointment that so high-minded a 
Vicaroy as Lord Irwin should have been a party to such decisions but 
they trnsted that when Hia Excellency realised the strength of their case and 
the seriousness . of the situation be would not sllow falae notion• of prestige 
to deter him from doing the right thing. The romedy before the milt
owners was to bring together all their reaources and educate public opinion 
8o that a united demand might go forth for the righting of this wrong 
auch as would compel the Government to reconsider their position. Mr. 
"!ody appealed to the presa and the publio to lay sside their petty 
dtfferences atd lend their whole-hearted snpport to the millownera Dll 
anything, that hit the mill industry, hit the vital interests of ·the country. 

He concluded with a note of watning to the Government thnti the 
eonvietiou was growing that the Department of Commerce and Industries 
existed for every other pnrpo•es than that of serving the oommercw and 
industliea of India. Did the Government realise that they were nlionating 
the sympathy ar.d support of all those elements which stood for progreos 
and good government and formrd the strongest> hnlwark of a constitution~! 
government1.If theyrealised these things be hoped· they would identify 
themselves w1th the trne interests of . the mill industry and the country 
at large. 

Rep·reaen·tation to the Government. 
In their representation to the Government the Millowners' Conference 

oon~nea- the ob~ervations ·to the decisions of the Government on the 
Tanir. Board's mam recommendations as in their views it is most easontiai 
to pomt out how nntenable is the case set uv h:y the Government to 
aupport those decisions, The Conference refers to the statemente made 
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b:r and on behalf of ·the Gove_rnment from time to time which were in.the 
nata~ of an assurance to the mdnstry that. if a CIIBe for protection wu 
established before the Tarill Board, the Government would be prep red 
to. act on, the ~rd'a finding•· The Board has definitoly endoraad "tho 
m!llowoers case 10 resp•ot of the uo!airnoso of Japanese competition and 
the _Confer_ence. ia ~stonisbed that the Government should now attempt to 
avo1d the 1mphoations of their statements. - ' 

'fhe Conference proo~ds to argue that the attitode takan by the 
G.overnment that the 10 per cent haedicap on Indian industry is more t~an 
covered bf the 11 per cent duty already existing is ab$0hrtoly u11tonable 
l!nd quotes the Board's findinge in th•ir support. · 

The Conference maintains that the Government with its resources abonld 
·be able tq envolve a scheme of bounty on tho production of yarn of counti 
above 3211- · · 
- The Conference holds that the destruction of the spinning section of 

the indigenous cotton textile ind,.try, which is threstened by the doeiaioo 
arrived at by the Government of India, will utimately l!o _to the dissdvan
tage of the handloom induatry for which the Government evioc<l so muoh 
solicitude. It also bolda· that the h•ndloom industry could bo far more 
elfeotively assisted by the adoption of the policy whioh would enable it to 
realise better prices for its fioal produot than tho polioy which m•y give the 
handloom weaver an immediate advantage of allowing him to purchaso his 
ysrn at a. figure below the cost of production et pres~n~; but whi<ili. wilj 
evel!tn&llyload to his exploitation and ultimate disadvantage. 

The Conference I!Sks whether the Government realia~ that bf rojecti~ 
both the minority and majority recommendations they are porsiating in '! 
policy which giyes to Japan a 10 per oent preference agaiusll every ot-her 
importing country in the world. Tho Conloreooe also dra\fS attention to 
the drop in the exchange vaJue of the Yon si11011 the rejlort was written, thus 
rendering the position. more difficult for the industry. 
- Conoluding, the Conforenoo declares th~t in their decision tho economic 
interests of the country did not weigh with the Government and urge that 
they should reconsider their decision. 

Principal Resolution. 
Mr. MODY moved the following princip~l resolution: -"This Conference 

pi the representatives of tbo cotton epi(ming an!l w~av~ng mills f~m ev~ry 
part of India, while recognising th~ pati~n~ and oonSCien:ton~ way. m wht<ili. 
tbe Turifl Hoard conducted tbeJr enquu-y, e.rpr.,..ea tts dta.lppoJntmeot at 
the meagre character ol their ;ocom!"endations. w~~·~ fail to ta~e into 
sufficient account tbo variooa dtffioulttOI and dtsabtittte& frOIJ! Whtcb the 
industry bas been sulferin~ and which oclled for a more adequate mecsu~e 
of protection than the Tariff Board hav.~ ~bought fit to recommend; tbta 
Conference considers that the true eoono~tc mtereats. of • the country hare 
been sacrificed and the welfare ol tho cotton textt!o m~ustry a_n~ thoao 
dependant on it have been seriously joopardia:d by tho UIIJD.st daotetons. of 
the Government of India which enti;elr. fat! to protect the mdustcy agatust 

nlsir competition • this Confereooe mamtaina that the roasons ad vaooed by 
:he Government for withholding prote~ion !'re absolat?'Y un_tenable an? 
str.1ngly urses on the Government the desJrabiht:v of the tmmedtate reconlll-
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deration of theil• decisions nnd n gr~nt of adequate protection to the textile : 
industry ol the country; . · ' . · · 

Mr. A. GEDDIS' of the Bomh~y Asoociatinn in supporting t~e prinoit>;>l 
>•solution said: Hero we have what ia really t~e only _large mdu~try m 
India which hns bed·n built up by Indian oapttal, 1ndmn enterpnse and 
Indian labour f•cin!}roln. It ii fncing ruin not through its own fnult but 
gradually it is .brought there by unfair means. . Here, on the other hand, 
we hav& a Governlnent intendod like all other Governm~nt" to. rule fo,. the 
good of the eouotty which sets up ita own tribun~~ to decided wheth~r the 
industry is or is not reined by unfair means and whtch wh'n that tnbuoal 
decides that tbo industry is being ·ruined by . unfair means makes a reply. 
which amounts. to " then let it be rnincd.~' · :Have we Ill! industrialists· to 
accept this verdict as the last .. word' f Slirely not. .Do· not let the mill· 
owners be misled by the talk .of di11iculty boing · got ovor if the millowuera 
"put thei~ housSB in oroer" which· is an overworked· and stupid pbras" 
or that those difficulties can be got over by the adoptioll ol the &uggestions 
of the Tariff Board which, nevertheless, are welcome. Do · not let them 
be misled into the belief that the mill industry o>n work out its own salvation 
1ty overcoming unfair handicaps thrust upon it. boe&use the bard fact hes 
to be that it cannot do so. The ruin of the mill iudustry means the ruin 
of Bombay City and, therefore, 1 ""Y• are the eitizena going to aooopt tbit 
verdict of Government without a struggle I To the country ns n whole the 
mill indn•try is appealing to realise that not only the existence of the mill 
industry of which Indiana have eve•·y right to be proud but tbe future of 
Bombay City also is in jeopardy, I cannot but think that the country will 
take every atep in its power to prevont auoh n ealamity. 

The resolution was sseonded and supported and nnanimously passed. 

\ 0THBB. RBSOLUTIONS. 

By the second resolution the Conference approved nod adopted the 
draft representation to the Government of India pl1lsonted for its oJnsidora· 
tion. · 

1!'e tbird resolutio~ urs?d on tit~ mem:bora of tho Assembly and the 
Connell o~ State to do allm thotr power to secure lor the industry a measure 
of protection adequate to the needs of the situation. . 

M_r. N. B. Saklstvala, moving the resolution, referred to the view· 
nrged !n some quarters that any bill designed to carry out the intentions of 
th~ . mllhnvners would be a money bill and could not under the rules 
Ol'lgmato except from the .Government benches; bnt be was informed tba.t 
the Government could, If desired, allow such a bill if brought by a private 
mem~sr •• , H~ hoped the Government would not tske protecfiion under 
tecbmcshttes m a matter ol such g1•s.ve imp~rtanoo. 

T}>e Conl~rence unanimously adopted the resolution. 
'I ~e Chanmen W88 authorised to send copies of the representation and 

resol':'ti~ns to the Secretary of State, tu the Government of India, and to the 
Provmctal Govornments. The conference then terminated, 


