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That no native of the said territories (lodial, nor any natural-born' subje~t of Hi~ Majesty · r~sident ' ' 
therein shall, by reason only of his religion, place of birth1 descent, colour, or· any of th<llll, be d1sabled 
frorn holding any place, office, or employment under the sa1d Government •• (Act. 3 and '\> ~m. lv,, c. 
ss, 8.87)· .· .. .. . ... 

. . . . . . '"" : " , . . . 

Jier ptajesty's Proda~atiof,) !t;l: 18-?~.· .. 
·' • • .~ O • • • ; -: <. , . I ' -, • ' • :. ~ '

0 
..- l • • ' • ). , , 

. We hold ourselves bound to tbe·natives of our Indian Territories ?Y t~e same . 
·.obligations of duty which bind us to all ou~ other Subjects ;,and)hos6l ubhgat.IOus, bY.·. 

the Blessiu"' of Almighty God, we shall f~J.lthfully and concientiOusly fultil. .. , ·"" 
b ' . . - . . * . ·"'' ;,.,. '. , .. •"". · . . . · * . *· ....... i''~ ... · .. 

. · • · And it is our furth~r will' that, sd Jaras may be, 'our S~bjects, 1 
of w}Jat~ver 

·· R.a~e or Creed, be fr~ely and impart~U~ fl~itte~ to offic~s, in our ~ervid~. the Duties 
of which they may be qua!ifi~d ~.bYl~en;.-e~catiOn, abhty, and mtegpty, d~ly ~ 
dischar(J'e · ' ~ .. · · ·., '.~· · \ • ;' . . · 1 •. ·· ·· · 

e . · · ~{~:~th~~~~~:Indian A~ai~s.~ .. · .. : ~ :. _' :~ ::, : , ·· 
-111{,,. ·~ •' ~ ..... :! • . '> \ .. t - I 

"There is one stll'lf5iti·~~~1':wlii~we · Aty apply' to all Indian questions; let 
us never forget that itJs ~~ !"gd¥e'J.:p ~n~a, not for our own pro¥ and advan-
tage, buL ~orth,e bene~t o!~ th~ ll~~~~:l,n~I.~ '· • ~ " · .. • ·. };• , .. , ' 

• • • • .\ II. ",· ~· •• ·.: -

. .. - • ... .· .· •' ,;,, ., ., .- ; ..... ;-l -; . - . 

Lord Lytton's Speech at tht= Delhi Assemblage on ·at januaryi' 1877;• 
. . ·, • • •· • . • -~ . - r . . . :, - .>. -,.'. ' . • .. ,. ~ ,. 

' "But you, the natives of India, whatever your race and whatever your treed, : ·' 
lmve a reeogn!sed claim to sha_re largetv .w~tb y~ur Engliahlellow-subje~ts1 a~cording .. , ·, 
tD your capactty for the task, m tlie adtlllmstration-of the country you mhab1t. Thik · .. ·•· 
claim is founded on the highest justice. It bas been repeatedly affirmed by British , < 
and Indian st.at.esmen,-1!.lld by the Legislation of the Imperial Parliament.. It is re· 
wgni.sed by .the G<;>Vernmeut of India as j:linding on its' honor and consistent '1'\ith al( 
the aims of Its pohcy." . ' · · . . , I! <· · · 

Lord Ripon in the Viceregal Legislat,ve Council. ' · . 
. . . . . . ' . . . i . . . . ' ., 
"The document (Her Majesty's Proclamation) is1not a treaty, it is nota dip- .. · 

lomatic instrument, it is a declaration of principles ofGovel:nment which, if it is obliga.- , · 
tory at all, is obligatory in respect to all to whom it is lid.d~'}lssed. · The doctrine, there
fore, to which Sir Fitzjames Stephen has given the sanction of his aut.hority, I feel. 
bmmd to repudiate to the utmost of my powers. It seems to me to be inconsistent with. · 
the character of my Sovereign and with the honour of my c<>untry, and if it w~re once · · 
to be received and acted upon by the Government of England, it would do more than 
anything else could possibly do to strike. at the root of our power and to destrt~y our· 
just influence. Because that power and that intluence rests upon the conviction of · 
our good f<tith .more. than. upon any other foundation, aye; md1·e than upmi the valour · 
nf our soldiers and the reputation of our arms." . , l ... , . . , _ 

. '· . 
Lord Dufferin's Speech on the Occasion of Her Majesty's Jubilee in 1887 . 

. "~lad and llappy shol!ld 1 be if, during my sojmirn among them (the people 
of ~mha), c_trcu mstan<?e_s permttted I!'e to extend,. and to place upon a wide and more 
logwal foutmg, the polttwal_status wlnch wa~ so Wisely given, a generation ago, b;y that. 
gr~a~ statesman, Lord Haltfax, to such Indtan gentlenwn as by their influence, their . 
. ;.J.crtUtrements, and the confidence they inspired in their fellow-countrymen were 
ma1·ked out as useful adjunets to our Legislative Councils." · : '· . . 

Lord Lansdowne in the Viceregal Legislative Coutlcil, gth' january, z8gt. 

. " . * " ''the Proelan1,ativn of 1858, which the Government of India regards 
as m ihc hrglwst dogTcc obligatory upon it. ·• * * * ·· ; 



·.· 

•• 

' .. ' .. 

.. 

.. 

Pc(Jr.s. 

i-xxvi 
xxvii-xx xiii 

'. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

. . 
"· 

.. 

1-109 

1-6 
6 

6 
6 
7 
7 
7 
9 

10 
10 
11 
13 
1lt 
14 
u 
1S 
19 
20 
20 
21 
21 

29 
30 

4l 
46 
47 
49 



( . ii . ) ,' 1\\ , : ; ' ' . ··•··. ,···=~-:~ ' '''_.'.\\'· 
'!'he Hon'ble Babu Baikauth~ ;at~\ '~u:;ll~ngal) • · : '. -' .'·'· 52 ) . 
l\lr. Patvardhan (Poona) · .• · ' ." . • .! • , ' ; • • • · 54-
Pundit Hari Ram Pan day (Almora) .

1 
·:-_ • • •. ';• / • • • liJ.!'. ·: •. 

Pundit Gyaneshwar Shast~i(L~c!n; w! :. •· ,1 ·, \ .• ;,:· \ 55 
Resolution IV (Tlte Indian Cul"''ent'Y Question)-.· : . :. ·. · ' . !. "( · , , . • • 

Speake>'B :-Mr. D. E. Wacha (Bombay) _. , . • / ·. : ;•,.., ·; > !i5 
Mr. Ramaswami (Madras) · ·. ·: ·· ·· ·-:; • :. : ~ · '>· . · .. · 61 

• - • ~ - ,..,_- ·; '",J 

Resolution V (Sepcwation ~~ Jlilita·;·y ana Civil.lled.ical Ser i~~7.:· :;, :, .. -. 
Speakers :-Dr. Nilratan Sarkar (Bengal)- "· · .' .. ·· · · , , ;_ ;.': ·-~ 

Dr. T. N. Nair (Madras) .. 

THIRD DAY. · .. ' 

62 
63 

-· ' . Resolution VI (P>';lss Messages Bil{)-- ;· : l · •· - . , , -, . ' ' 
,, ,_. '-'6-l' 

S)leakers :-Mr. S. V. Bhate (Bombay) , ·_J,· ~ . , .. ;_· 
Haji Riaz-ud-din Ahmad (Bareilly} : · · 6! 

t - • _'"I ,.. :· ~ . ·.· 

Resolution VII (Culcutta Municipal Act).,- i; ,, , .. · < ·• •, ',. : . , 

Speaker :-Hon'ble Babuf;>urrendra Nath Ba.nnerji_ ._ :· · .·- .. .,. , ~ _( • ''"' 66 
- • J • '• 

Resolution VIII (Prohibition fm· Teaclte1·s of Aided In.~titutiQn& ji·om ta1dJl{l pari i1~. 
Politics)-- . · ' / ~ : 1. _ -. · ., ' 

Speakers :-Mr. Kali C~a7an Bannerji (Bengal) 1·-t .~ ~ _ ... . .. , ... ·:. -~~: ~ 
Dr. T. N. Na1r (Madras) · ·'· . . · •. , · _, · '; · . • • o 
Mr. Ryru Nambyar (Madras) • .• : 1 "' -·T. -r: .:: •. ;; : 75 
Munshi Oudh Behari La! Samar (L cknow) -~· , · ,. •. 76 · · . . I . , Resolution IX (Abkm'iR_efo1·m)- ..... 

Speakeu !'-Mr. G. C .. Mittra (Cawnpore) ' . · •.. ' _, 
Mr. A. C. Parthasarthy Naidu (Madras) 
Miss Garland (England)· · -' .. . .=. 

Pandit Ratan Nath (Fyzabad) . -. ~ .r~ • ....... .·.-_:.•·:··.'·~'. >' · ... ,., . :·82 
___ ,. \..' - ... _, 

. -F0U!YlH DAY,; ' 2 ·" .. • r ., -' 
"\ . -- · .. . __ ...... _____ ,. 

.. 
- -------..-.:.___; ' . 

Resolution X (Constitutio-n of tlLe Congres8)- · • .. , . , · '!. ··. "• . ., , , ., •' 
Speake·r :-The President . . t , • . ! _-._ :., : ·: , .' .. l · , .• , : 85 
Rules and List of the Members of thelndlan Cong~oss Commit~e:.· .... " · 86 · 

Resolution XI (ConfidRrwei;~Brit&~h Committee)-. ' ' .: . " 
Speaker :-The President ~ · · -~ . .. 

Resolution XII (An additional Indian Me111ber in IIIP. R~ec~tiv,, 0>U1Wil-s •if Bomlir11·: > ~-- ... ·" 
and Mcub·as)- ·t • , , · .. , · ·' 

Speak"-'1' :-The President .... -I .. ·. · :.,; ; ~87 ,, 
Resolution XIII (Refo·rm to prevent Famines)- _,.. . :. .. ' : •.' · 

'i. \. • .•. .- ' 
Speakers :-Mr. R. N. Madholkar (Amraoti) : • 8S: .' 

Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya (Allahabad) · ·- . . . ~ 0c :· 90 .· . 
Mr. Chin tam ani (Madras) . . . . · ... · U3 • 
Mr. S. S. Dev (Bombay) . . · ·.· .. \)5 ' 

Resolution XIV (Omniblls)-

Speake1·s :-Rae Yut!ndra Nath Cbowdhri .. 
Mr. S. K. Nair (~ladras) .. 
Syed Ali Ausat (Lucknow) 

ResolutionJXV (Gagging the Pres.~ i/il. Native Staletlll)-

Speakers :-Mr. Ram Chandra Pillai (Hyderabad) 

M:r. Maheshwa1· Prasatla (Allahabad) 
Resolution XVI (Technical Erl•irxr/iun)- \ . 

Speoke1· :-Babu Traloky!t Xath Pal (Bengal) 

\ . 

'j . 

' f 
' ; 

. . 95 .· .. 

97 
98 

98 
98 

101 



.:. ! 

( lll _} 

'" .. :,. 
· Resul,utiun XVII (Leyi~!aUve Oowwil f'ul' t!w Pun).•u)--

i- /:i'peaker :-The President } • 

Resolution XVIII (Lu.ws for Jluo.r)--

; Bpooker :.-The President 
Re.:lolution XIX (Expewliture on Pla{f!te A!.llilin~>i•·••limt)-
· ... · ' speaker.:-. The President .. 
' ·-"- ; ' ' ., . 

. Resolution XX (Confidence in Mr. Dt1<l•tulu1i Nwm1ii)-

... •··· : · " 'hpeah'-er :-The President .. ... 
-'•. Resolutio~ XXI (Election ojGene·rat antl .Julnt tlt;nuu./ St·erelo rlt·.~)-

Speake:r :--The President 
.. Resolution· XXII (Ap1Jointment of m~ Engn,h .A!Jdi"Y)-

.• ~ Speakers :--Hon'ble Babu Surrendra Nath Bannerji 
· . The P.resident .. 
· :Mr. D. E. Wacha .. 

Miss, Garland ... 
Invitation for the next meeting of the Congress-
Rae Saheb Lala Murlidbar (Umbala) 
Vote of Thanks t.o the Chair
Pandit Bisban Narayan Dar (Lucknow) 

·Acknowledgment by th~·President 
List of Delegates · · .. 

.. 

.. 

. 0. 

liJ:\ 

E1:3 

ltl:J 

10:1 

# 

to;J 

104 
lOr, 

·1115 
Jnr. 

lOti 

10i 
1 t)A-l !)!1 

ii-xxx 



INTR.ODUCTION. 
a=: f*' =c 

The fifteenth session of the Indian National Congress, which was held at Lucknow 
. during the last Christmas week; was a remarkable event from many points of view, and 

marks a new epoch in the history of Indian political reform. It is impossible fully 
to realise its significance without taking note of the circumstances in which it was 

. held, the peculiar features of its proceedings which distinguish it from the previous 
·sessions, and the remarkably sympathetic, and even cordial recognition that was 
accorded to it both by th~ Indian and the Anglo· Indian section of our pre8s. A brief 
statement of some of the preliminaries of the last ses·sion will not be out of place 
here. · 

Oudh is the latest acquisition to the British Crown, excepting the annexation of 
Burman, and its capital Lucknowhas, for some of the solemn and immortal scenes 
it witnessed during the great crisis of 1857, found an enduring place in one of 
the most stirring chapters of Anglo-Indian history. Some forty years ago, when in 
Bengal people were travelling in railway trains and sending their messages by tele
graph, in Oudh runners aud 11arkams were seen running about with letter-bags on their 
backs, and bullock carts dragging their slow length ·along from place to place through 
all the perils of tra.ckless jungles. While the Royal Asi11tic Society of Bengal, which had. 
been founded at the time of Warren Hastings, was carrying on its learned researches~ 

• while hundreds of educated youths were issuing forth from the Calcutta, Madras and 
other educational institutions, while the Brahmo Samaj was propagating and dissem. 
inating its teachings in the English tongue, not a single public school existed in the 
whole province of Oudh; and the darkness of a most appaling ignorance rested uwn 
the land. In Bombay, as well as in Bengal, the spirit of change and enterprise had 
.been stirred py the touch of Western civilization, and shrewd observers perceived 

· . that the little leaven. which had been introduced was destined one day to leaven the 
·whole Indian community. . But in Oudh, luxury ll.lld profligacy, while they lent 
l!harm and brilliancy to the outer surface, were eating like a canker into the heart 
of the society; and people clung with blind obstinacy to the. rags and remnants of 
old and dying ideas and institutions, whose incongruity with the new order springing· 

. all around .them was every day bringing them nearer to their doom. The transform· 
at ion of Oudh, under the iqtluence of forces 11-t work in other parts of India, was inevit· 

.•.·• able; butit W.tS ¥ery much hastened by the change of Government in 1856, which was 
followed by a yet greater change in the spirit of the new Government on the morrow 

• of the great explosion of a year later. Even without the change of Government Oudh 
· could not hav.e .escaped modern influences; but it would have been, like some of our 
·:NatiYe States, ln all probability more prosperous than 'now, but in every other 
·respect behind the age. The establishment of Briti~h rule has ordered it otherwise. 

_ In a little more than forty years Oudh has undergone a complete change- social, 
political, • moral, intellectual. The old order has disappeared; the old nobility has 
fallen into decay; a complete redistribution of wealth and position has taken place; 
t~e~~s~~~~.~~.~du~~r~~~~e 

·who owe their power and influence to the new regime. Much that was impressive, 
attract:.ve, beautiful, and noble; milch that made the masses happy, in the midst of 
general insecurity, and the classes just and chivalrous, in au atmosphere of abject 
slavery~ has perished, or is fast perishing·; but in education, iree press, political 
liberty, in equality of opportunity, in U1e abolition of class-privileges, in the introduc
tion of equal and impartial laws, in the free play of the mind, in the slow fusion of the 
diyergent sections into an organic political society, we may discern the first stirrings 
of the new life which is destined to raise us on the stepping-stones of our dead selves 
to higher things. Oudh has been fairly launched upon its career of progress, and as 
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in other provinces so .here, the progressive spil'it is soon begi~niug to ~anif~st itself 
in an ardent eagerness for political reform, and. whe.n we ~ns1der the. h1stor1~ antece
dents of Oudh, the touching memories which _st1ll ~ling to 1ts interestmg cap!~, ~nd 
the strong conservatism which stili characterises 1ts ~ple, we cann?t h.elp thmking 
th t the meetin"' in Lucknow of an assembly of men of light and leadmg, drawn fro•n 
di;erent parts ~f India, with the object of deliberatit;-g up~n Imperial a~~ Natio~1~l 
questions, was the greatest and most significant ~arufestat10n of the politiCal Sptr!t 
to which British rule has given birth. 

The convocation of the leading politicians of the country, in a pre-eminently Mabome
dan city still bearing the faint reflections of an oriental court which only till the other day · 
shone in its gorgeous splendour, was an event which a generation ago would have seenJoed 
beyond the dreams of the wildest democrat, but which we now know to be the natural. 
and inevitable ou~ome of the sweep of deep-lying forces which have; ever since the 
dawn of the present century, been moulding and transformings_ilentlyand unobtrusively, 
but surely and irresistibly, the springs of our national life. Still, when the Congress
party of Oudh and theN.-W. P. invited the Congress to hold its session atLucknow, t.hey 
fully knew that their task would not be quite free from. certain risks and difficulties. 
Those risks and difficulties-some expected, some unexpected-came : but the niem_ 
bers of the Reception Committee, mider the wise, firm, and courageous guidance 
{)f their Chairman, Babu Bansi Lal Singh, met them like men, and' the successful 
ending of the session is the best reward of their endeavour that they could desire. 

It is a matter of repeated experience that, whenever the Congress has been invited 
to hold its session in ·these Provinces, its organisers have unfortunately met with 
11. certain amount of official opposition. When the first Allahabad Congt·ess was held, the 
()fficial opposition had passed the bounds of decency. Sir Auckland Colvin openly 
placed himself at the head of the Anti-Congress agitation, and published a. long and , 
elaborate indictment against the aims of the Congress and the conduct ·of its leaders 
When the second Allahabad Congress took place, in Sir (1harles CrOilthwaite 's time; 
official opposition re-~ppeared, though in a less lively form. When the third session 
of the Congress.in the United Provinces was proposed to be held at Lucknow, ~hispers · 
of displeasure and disapproval began to make themselves audible in official circles. 
In certain districts the official pressure was so strong· that none came forward to be elec
ted ag delegates from those places. ·This seems rather an ungracious prelude to what 
it is a pleasure to record here as regards the just, considerate, and sym1mthetic attitude · 
of Sir Antony MacDonnell's Government towards the Congress movement in. these· 
Provinces. ·But in an impartial review of the past, i~ would be falsifying the picture 
to suppress its snades in order to enhance the effect of its lights: . Thl'first collision. 
between. the offi.cials and the Congress Committee·occurred in the qnel!ition of selecting • 
some smtable Site for the Congress camp. It was proposed that the authorities should 
be asked to ~rant some site in the vicinity of the populated portion of the city to eusui•e 
th~ ~nvemence both of the .outsiders and of the residents of the place. The Com- . 
miSSlOUer w_as ~pproached lU the matter, and he, at the time, did. not seem to 
have an! ObJectiOns to the putting up of the Congress camp and the l'andal on the 
Shah-Mma grounds, which the Committee had applied for, and which thanks to s· 
Antony MacDonnell's interposition, they were ultimately able to secu;e. The matt;; 
was referred to the Municipal Board for opinion; but the Civil Suro-eon asH lth 
Officer, an~ the, Deput! C?mmissioner, as Chairman of the Board, st;ongiy op

1
!:ed 

the Comm1ttee s apphcat10n, on the ground that the hf'..alth of the city mi bt b 
endangered by the coming in of delegates from plague-infected areas and the. g · de 
th · · t d · · . • . Y carne e1r ~m unoppose , owmgto m1sapprehens10n on the part of those members h 

. were m favour of granting the application of the Cou.,.ress Commi"ttee 'dw .0 

all . . "' , cause m no sm measure by certam vague and shadowy assurances .,.;\·en It · th 
· 1 1 d .,. · was us , nnammous Y reso ve by·the Board thatthe site applied for sho ld ·t b 

to h Co Co . . . u no e granted 
t e ngress mm1ttee. The CommiSSioner accepted the decis

1
• u f th B . ·d 

. t d th ]" t" 0 0 e . oai reJe.c e e app 1ca IOn for the grant of Shah-Mina ground and k d tl C ' 
C , . . , · as e 1e ougress 

omm1ttee to suggest some site beyond the inhabited Jim1·ts of th · •ty h" 1 ." 
L kn . · · e C! , IV IC 1 lU uc ow means some three or four miles distant from the hau ts f d 

11 . _ n o men, an equa y 
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distant from the mail1 Railway Stations. · This was a serious difficulty thrown in the 
way of the Congress party by the local auth9rities; for the Committee knew that while 
it was impossible to. find a suitable site some three or four miles distant from the main 

· city, the site, if even found, could not afford comfort or convenience to the delegates 
without entailing an amount of expenditure which the Committee certainly could not 
afford to bear; ·The Committee, finding themselves utterly helpless in the matter, and 
believing that upon the selection of a good site depended in a large measure the success 
of the Congress Session, appealed to the local Government against the decision of the 
local authorities, expressing their perfect willingness t<J submit to any arrangements. 
the Government might think fit to make as regards the locating and segregatri.ng of 
delegates coming from plague-infected areas. His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor was 
pleased to accept the prayer of the Committee .for the grant of Shah-Mina ground for the 

· purpose of erecting the Panda4 and to direct the Commissioner to grant the Committee 
any suitable site which they might suggest for locating delegates coming from plague
infected places, and to afford them every possible !a.ci~ity in the matter of disinfection 
and segregation. Under any rules it is impossible to secure perfect convenience; 

. but the rules, framed for the purpose and in consultation with the members of the 
Committee, were generally considered to be the best and most reasonable that could 
be desired. The securing 1>f the .sruili-Mina ground was a piece of real good luck for 
the Comil).ittee, for without such a site as that, the last session of the Congress, 
neither on its useful nor on its ornamental side, would have been the success it was. 
At one time it seemed rather difficult to hope for this happy result, so discouraging 
was the attitude of the local authorities towards the Congress Committee, and so 
disheartening the conduct of some who ought to have known better. When the local 
authorities had decided against the Committee, there was an end of the matter. 'They 
were saved by Sir Antony MacDonnell, but in these Provinces his action was unprece· 
dented .. In 1888 the Honourable Pundit Ajodhya Nath, President of the Reception 
Committee, complained to the Congress thus:-. ' 

"We were first of all led to believe -I may say distinctly informed-that we should be permitted 
•• to occupy the Khusro Bag for our encampment. But a little later, to our great "disappointment, 
•• we were told that the requisite permission could not be accorded; and no satisfactory reason was 

· «assigned for the change of front." 

. . So!Ile twelve years later another Chairman of our Reception Committee, referring 
· to similar experience, spoke in the follo~g grateful terms: 

' .... But contend as we have had to wit"!J. so many ob~ta.cles, some of them quite unlooked fot•, 1 
"cannot allow ohls opportunity to pass without inviting your attention to the good-will and courtesy• 
"invariably shown by the ruler of_ this Province in reference to any and every representation made 
4 'by our Committee to His Honor. It is to his kindly intet·positlon, gentlemen, that we owe this 
''site-the very best in this city-upon which our Panda! stands. I hope, therefore, that I may be 
<~permitted,· on behalf ofthls whole assembly, .to offer to· Sir Antony MacDonnell our humble and 
"respectful thanks." , . , · 

The contrast between the state of things now and as it was some twelve years ago, 
· ,in these I'ro~ces, is one upon which we have every reason to congratulateour selves. 

· The Committee had to face another difficulty with which time has made us quite 
familiar, but of which our Anglo-Indian critics never forget to make use in order to 
.Wscredit the Congress movement. Anti-Congress demonstrations, whenever the Con· 
. gress is expected to visit these Provinces, seem to have become somewhat fashion
.. -able ; so when some Mahomedan patriots of Lucknow came out of their harems and 
memorialised the Government to prohibit the meeting of the Congress in this city, 
on the ground that it might import plague from the Dekkan, nobody•was surprised, 
for it was expected that those, whose occupation it is to regulate their earthly lives 

: ,by watching the signs in the official heaven, would not be slow to take advantage of an 
-occasion when so many official stars in their courses seemed "to be fighting for 
them. · There must have been some mistake in their calculations (for political 
astrology is as yet a very uncertain thing), as the wished-for event did not come 
to pass, because His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor desired "to place no unnecessary 
oi.mpediment in the way of the discussion of public questions in a temperate and loyal 
.spirit" The signatories to the memorial were not many and were all Mahomedans· 
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Thus foiled in their first attempt, our anti-Congress friends wet·e not going to 
be so easily beaten. They formed a Committee under the l.Jadership (}f· ~irza . 
Mohammad Abbas, a local magnate, who was also once a member of th~ Statutory 
Civil Service. This Committee tried hard to dissuade Mahomedans froq~. . jo4ling 
Lhe Congress, and in order to effect its purpose the _more easily, it introduced 
the element of religion-a. cry which is, as we all know, so apt to excite the Mahomedan 
mind. Lucknow has been singularly free from religious disputes between Hindus and 
Mahomedans and it must be attributed to the good sense of both'the commuuties. 

I ' 

th&t they refused to depart from the path of unity and amit.:}t which they, have 
·been treading for more than half a century. An !1-:0ti-Congress demonstration was, 
l1owever held on the Rifah·Aam ground, and some nine hundred Mahomedans a.tten-, . . 
ded. After some speeches, certain resolutions condemning the Congress and pray
ing the Government for more patronage in the public service and otherwise, for 
.members of the Mahomedan .nobility and gentry, were pas·sed in the name of the 
Lucknow public, by a meeting from which the Hindus as a body were absent, .and at 
which members of the royal family and the leaders of the Sunni denomination wer& 
nowhere visible. The two marked features t>f the last year's anti-Congress agitation 
were : first, beyond Lucknow nobody was aware of its existence; and second, not . one 
single Hindu joined it. In this respect it was·hardly worthy of its parent.of. green 
aud pious memory, that made so much noise in 1888. Then its voice was heard in 
every important town in the Province, and' Sir Syed Ahmed, who led the forlorn· 
hope, was able for a time at least to have among his lieutenants some leading Hindus. 
After twelve years the agitation again raises Us head, but 'this time its captain ·is a 
·Mirza Mohammad Abbas with. a nondescript following, while no Hindu-not even a 
llinduRai Bahadur...-shows any wlllillo"''less to rally round his flag. What a. falling off 
was here!· No enthusiasm, no energy, no earnestness, ·no resolution,- divided against · 
itself, united only in its hatred cof the rights of knowledge and intelligence, poor 
anti-Congress league, tricked out in the costumes of sham loyalty, performs its antics 
and disappears like "the pOOr player that frets and struts his hour upon the stage. 
and then is heard no more '' ! , . • . 

The Anti-Congress agitation was not only not successful In any way in injuring 
the Congress cause, but it helped to draw a far larger number. of Mahomedans to our 
side than we would otherwise have been able to secure, and this in spite of the defec
tion from our camp of tw? Mahomedan· gentlemen who had been among the prominent 
supporters of the Congress till the beginning of last year, but who-each for _separate-. 
reasons of his own, as they have been vc,.uchsafed to ns by the apologists of both 
-declined to continue their connection with the Congress Committee. It is not 
suggested that these gentlemen have turned hostile to the Congress itself • but then 
their public conduct does not seem consistent with their professed creed; ' However · 
regrettable t~e d~fection of the two Mahomedan gentlemen who, it is to be boped, 
have kept then· mmds open for such considerations as may enable them to recover 
the position they have once filled in the public mind, still it is a matter of no small con.. .. 
solation to find that the Congress movement has acquired such a force and ·momentum .···. 
~ow that even the co~ duct of important individuals does not. seem materially to· affect 
1ts course.- The Cha1rman of the Reception Committee, in his address of welcome ot · 
the delegates, alluded to this aspect of our difficulties, in words of sadness, earnest· · 
ness, sympathy, and gentle remonstrance, to which his calm Urdu statement lent an. 
additional force, and which we make no apology for quoting below: . 

. "You may probably have read in the papers that a knot of o.b~ut 50 Mo.homedan gentl~men~ 
gtven out a,• ln!luentlal Mahomedan :es~dents of the city, some time ago memorialized the 
Lteutenant-Governor, through the Commtsstoner of Lucknow to prohiblttheC f · 
here (voicll8-shamc, shl!me). The chief ground for this patriotic request was tb o~~elss romfmeetmhg 
Deccan would 1 d 1 h 1 a e agates rom t e 

. come a en w ' p ague-germs, and would thus seriously endanger the health of the· 
ctty. These gentlemen vet·y conveniently forgot their own attitude towards the pi t · tl 
when the:v fi t · d . ague res rtc ons 

• were rs tmpos~ ~pon thts province (hear, hear). The objection of these entlemen . 
bowevet•, did not seem convmcwg enough to His' Honor the Lieutena t G · : · 1 • 
lt'ejeoted the memorial, because he desired to place no unnecessary im:.,d·lmovetrnlor,thw o quftetthy 
<1 iscuss· r br t' . .. ... v en · n e way o e· wn o pu tc ques tons m a temperate and loyal spirit (cheers). · . · 
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" As if this rebut'f was not enough fm· out.' Anti-Congress lights, titey ar~swered it by holding on 
~he 3rd of this month what, we were info1•med with a. flourish of trumpets, was going to be a pur
tentious demonstration as they had succeeded in catching a K. C. I. E. from the ranks of the Oudb 
Ta.luqdars to. ·pre•! de at .their meeting (la!!!Jh!B>')• The great demonstration has come and gone 
·without doing any sensible damage to the Congress cause, while the presence of about 300 ~l ahome
dari deiJJgatee ft·om Lucknow alone (hear, hew· j clearly lndic&tes that for the Anti-Congress, in 
these provinces at least, the hour is not yet ripe and the men are not yet come~ 

. ·, .'' 1 have no inclination t-o take you into the depths and ma.zee of motives which now and a:raiu 
give rise to this sort of opposition. A more lucid explanation of the phenomenon cannot be foun.t 
than In the pre~nant words of Sir Charles Dilke: 'The otliclal class themselves admit that many 
of the natives who attack the Congress do so to Ingratiate themselves with their British rulers and 
to push their claims for decorations' (hear,jl.eat). 'rhat being the-case, I do not think we need take 
mucb. notice of the showy doings of our friends of the opposition. · 

·. •• In our province-and specially in this city-the relations existing between Hindus and ;\l abome
-dans are so cordial (hen•·, hear)-for generations past both have Jived together so peacefully and 
:tmicably that I am confident that no amount of the preaching of the gospel of division and discord 

· llan ever rutlie these happy l'elalions (chee•·s ). Our alli a nee is perhaps even stronge.l· to-day th,\n 
-ever;' for botb. of us-Hindus. and Mahomedans-have met to-day under the stress of common 
interests and determined to arrive at a common goal. 

· •• Gentlemen, Congress principles, based a_s they are uponthe ~olid foundations of loyalty and 
patriotism-upon a firm attachment to the British. Crown and an unshakahle•resolve to raise the 
social and political status of our country-are. safe from any opposition which may be offered to 

·them. The spirit of the age is with them; the genius of the Britiah Empire is on their side (hea•·, 
. Ilea>'}; they l'Gpreseut the forces which :!lave built up modern civilisation. No hostile f01·ces ca.n 
a~rest the march of tho Congress movement. .Jt has lighted its beacon on a high rock, against which 

-the waves of opposition will heat in vain •. 
' "But opposition, whatever may be its character or fot•ce, prm·es one thing if it Pl'Oves anything 

a.t all, namely, that the cause or the principle, against whicb. it is directed, is quietly ma.king head· 
way in some quarter, in spite of, or perhaps because of, the opposition. I need not therefore he at 

·the pains to expose the sham and hollow character of the meeting I have been speaking of; the 
pretension of its promoters to be the sole and only rep1•esentatives of the people of Lucknow, like 

·.the prove.-bial three Tailors of the Tooley St1•eet (!a>tghtel'), is falsified, as I have already remarked,' 
· by the very presence in thia Panda! of so many respectable Mahamedan friends, some of whom u.re 
·the descendants of the old royal and noble families of Oudh (rl•ea.<), not only from this city a~ one. 
but from different parts of India. 

"The opposition to the Congress in India, gentlemen, bas always been of a singularly shy o.nd 
bashful character, If 011" opponents object to any of our proposals, why don't they come in om· 
midst and state theh• differences? · We. welcome diversity of \'iews; we accept the sage's words, that 
a.mong many counsellors there is wisdom. Ft•ee discussion is the •~tis•m d.'et•·e of the Congres~ 
.movement. . Gentlemen, this is the only .reasonahie and sound platform on which we can all meet 

, on equal terms to discuss public measures, and help eacl> other. in al'l·iving at correct conclusions in 
. regat•d to them, and thus be in a position to place them before our rulers. Difference of OJ>inion 
·will exist so long as ·human society exists, but mutual tolerance and mutual confidence can do much 
·to elear up many· misunderstandings, and teach each of the contending parties the utility of look-
ing at things from bhE! standpoint of tb.e other. To hold conflicting views on public questions. gen
tlemen, is onl!l thi!'g, to takE! up an attitude of uncompromising hostility is quite another." 
~· ( . 

. , :. ,Another thing_whicb has to be admitted here is that the Congress Committee in 
·.their work found hardly any real and material sup}JOrt from the richer classes and 
-the .landed· aristocracy -of the· Province .. This Wll.S ·not because, as our critics are 
. constantly _l·eminding us, .these ·classes are hostile to our political movement, and 
are perfectly •. pleased with the existing administmtion; but because they are im
mersed in. hopeless. ignorance. and because they live- in constant dread. of an in-. . . 

· ··ftuisitional officialdom which is In .itself the result of theil· ignorance.* In Bom-
" bay and . Bengdl 1·ank and · wealth -lead every forward movem.ent, political or 
-other.: because there they are atlied with culture and enlightenment; while in this 
. Province the backwardness of education is the greatest hindrance to politk-al re
form .. -But in spite of popula1' ignorance, and the ahsomce _of agcncips that eall 
forth public spirit,_ the native wit both of the masses a.nd the rieher and uppt>r 

· · classes is keen enough· to }Jerceive certain glaring defects iu the existing sys
. tem, and- whenever you appeal to them-princes artd }Jea-sants alike- upon mat

··. ters which touch them in their most vital parts, such,. for instance, as bud-assessment, 
·or taxation, or police administration, or famine relief, you are sure to meet with a ready 
·response, for upon all these matters the Congress is the true exponent of their thoughts 
a1id sentiments, which the officials ·neither understanil, nor ca1'C to understand. 

. * 1'be evidence of a Deputy J nt:~pector·Uenerat of Police, in o. recent sensational case. of P\'li~e 
-extortion at Lucknow, throws an interesting light upon tbe sys!Pm of espioyage to wb1ch pu_llhc 
men in India e.re subjected, although the presence of a w:is:e and ~!.rt)n:? c;nveroor has, for the tlme, 
pa1•alyee<lits activity in these provinces. 
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'l'he landed and richer cla~ses do most certainly sympathise with the aims and objects 
of the Congress whenever they are ~ade known to them ; but they have not yet learnt 
to act in concert upon public question"S; and their unfamiliarity with the "?ew system· 
of education keeps them in perpetual awe of the po:wers that be. While acknow· 
!edging therefore- the help, pecuniary and other,. that was received from some . 
Talukdars and persons of rank and influence, the bulk of the upper classes, it must 
be admitted remained indifferent to the Congress cause, which had to depend for 
support entlrely upon the people of the middle class, and to their sympathetic help 
and co-operation must be attribu~ed whatever measlll"e of succe~s cro_wned i_ts work at 
Lucknow. The financial q11est1on, therefore, presented special difficulties to the._: 
Committee, for instead of expecting any large <Contributions, they had to raise funds 
by making small collections from the people at large. If _there be enough \"Orkers, the 
Congress would be well-advised in always adopting the latter alternative, that. of raising 
funds by small collections, for this is undoubtedly one of the best means of educating 
the populace and of interesting them in political matters. The Congress Committee
at Lucknow were forced to have recourse to it .under the pressure of necessity, for in 
these Provinces, as Babu Bansi Lal Singh had sorrowfully to observe, ''the rich in 
"spirit are generally poor in means, while from those who possess wealth and position, 
"the inscrutable wisdom of Providence seems to have withheld the luxury of doing
"good." Still, the experience of last year warrants us in holding that, in spite of the 
backwardness of these Provinces, no political worker of ordinary p~~.tience and deter
mination need feel despondent and discouraged here, for although little familiar with 
what is called political life, the people here are intelligent enough to distinguish 
between their friends and foes, and to throw the weight of their support and sympathy 
into the scale of what they once come to believe to be conducive to public welfare. 
The Committee, in consequence of paucity of workers, had to contend wlth many 
diffitulties in making collectipns, but they were more than sufficiently recompensed 
for their troubles by the measure of political interest which, by their door-to-door 
collection, they helped to awaken in the minds of the 11!-asses. No political event, in our 
generation, has probably made a deeper political impression upon the Lucknow public 
than the last session of the Congress. 'Congress' was on the lips of every_ body, . 
in every household, in every place of public resort, people talked of the great assembly. 
Ma:ny were, it is true, more attracted by its showy and ornamental aspects than by 
the important and weighty nature of its business .. But he must be a poor 
observer .of human na.ture who does not know that, in order to produce con•. 
siderable political effect u_pon large · masses of men, the decorative and digni
fied' parts of a political propagandism are as needful, if not· more needful, 
than its useful and efficient parts. The Pandal, the most beautiful in. which. the 
Con~ress has ever sat, served therefore a more serious purpose than that of pleasing 
the eye, for it caught the imagination of,thousands, who, impressed by its picturesque, 
charm and dazzling magnificence, went only to see the show, but who, when once there, 
could not help catching, in some degree, the contagion of the spirit that•animated the
assembly. To Babu Chandra· Mohan Roy, our publiq-spirited Engineer, to whose
genius we owe the Pandal, both in conception and in execution, our warmest thanks 
are due. At an enormous sacrifice to himself, he not only made a material saving 
in the expenditure, but undertOok and accomplished a work which won universal 
altmiration, and which must be counted as an important factor iri the success of th& 
Lucknow session. · 

Most of the work of the Committee was done during the last three m'onths of 
the year, the previous months having been taken up by the site question. Fol
delegates coming from non-infected places, big houses were engaged in the vicinity of 
the Congress-~rounds. Some ~ifficulty was felt in :finding a suitable place for locating· 
delegates commg from plague-lnfected places; but the Committee were at last able to
secure some la?d across_the river Gomti, s~me three miles distant from the Congress 
Pandal, and easily accessible from there. - It was diffic11lt to make the deleuates who 

• - b ' 
were located there m tents, as comfortable as the Con;tmittee wished; but special 
precautions were taken against the somewhat severe December cold of this Pro\ince· 



,, 
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. for delegates coming from the warmer l:mrts of the country; and as far as the limited 
resources, both 'in men and money, of the Committee permitted, no pains were spared 
in studying their eomforts and convenience. . · . · 

. · ~· ··By the 26th December most of the delegates had anived, and in the evening of the 
same date, when Mr. R. C. Dutt, the President-alec~, was expected to arrive from Cal
cutta, arraugementl'! were made to give him a public reception at the Railway Sta~ion. 

· Hundreds of men, including delegates, members of the Reception Committee, Raises, 
· and other notabilities of Lucknow, waited on the platform for the arrival of their 

<listinguished guest, while outside the station thousands had- assembled to accom
pany. the procession to the Kotld which had been fitted up for him. As the train 
arrivedat 6-30, aucl people caught sight of Mr. Dutt, one deafening volley of cheers 

·burst from all side::;, which lasted for several minutes, and as, under a shower of 
flowers, and through a crowd of enthusiastic men, .he was escorted to his carriage by a· 

. arge number of 'volunteers' holding candle-lights in their bands, we all felt that we 
· 'vere witnessing a scene the like of which had never occurred in Lucknow before. 
•rruly it was a beau~iful and im inspiring sight-the· streets from the station to the 
President's Kutlti, crowded with faces beaming with joy and pride; the procession of . 

·delegates, the volunteers, the young men of the province, carrying candles and torches 
in their bands, e'·en the shop-keepers vying with each other in their desire to show 
their mark of respect for their illustrious countryman by taking part in the general 
jubilation. -

The Congress met at 2 o'clock noon on the 27th December 1899. · But long before 
the appointed hour, crowds of delegates and visitors began to stream into the compound, 
and words of good ·cheer and friendly greetings were heard on every side. By 12 
o'clock· more than 4,000 men l:iad taken their seats in the Panda!. Members. 
of the Reception Committee sat on the platform~ The volunteers with their badges 
st~od at theil,' posts. More than 3,000 visitors crowded the galleries: · Some 700 
delegates were there, representing all that is good, accomplished, and patriotic in the · 
lancl. Of these, about 300 were Mahomedans to demonstrate the hollowness of the 
Anti-Congress league.. The representatives of martial races were there to refute the . 
calumnies of the Anglo-Indian press. Under the shadow of the grea~ mausoleum, 
which will· always remain associated with the memory of the most generous king 

·whom Ondh has known, met the members of a communion which is the grandest 
achievement of the rule of the noblest sovereign that has ever held the Indian Empire. 
Over the dust of a dead past, (m a spot where generations had lived and died in happy 
innocence and ignorance, unacquainted with the patriotic sentiment and strangers to 
national aims, had' al'isen an edifice in which sat together, bound by ties of comg10n 
hopes and common• aspirations, the representatives ··of numerous race-s, and the 

'.followers· of many creeds. · The Mahrattas and the Bengalis, the Sikhs and the 
~Iadrasis, Hindus, Mahomedans, Christians, Parsis-all races, religions, interests were 
represented there. '. Under the ample C{lnopy of the splendid pavilion, standing u'pon 

· the ruins of' cloud-ca.pped towers and gorgeous palaces,' now faded like the fabric of 
\a vision, was realised the poet's dream of "a golden race 'on earth of many-languaged 

\n1en. '' - ' -·.. ·. · ·: ·· · · · · · 
\ ; ~ . -~ . . 

.:_ \. At about 2 P. M., Mr. Romesh Chunder Dutt, accompanied by Members of the 
Rf\ception Committee, entered the Panda! amid loud and enthusiastic cheers of the 

. wl~'e audience, and after he had taken his seat on the platform, Babu Bansi Lal Singh, 
in a~few w. ell-chosen words, welcomed the delegates to the 15th .session of the National 
Con ress. The state of his health did not permit him to deliver himself. his written 

· addr ss, which was therefore read out on his behalf by Pandit Bishan Narayan Dar. 
: Refe~nce has already been made to some matters dealt with in the address, and a 

few i p. ortant passages quoted; but it contains other equally interesting matters. 
Babu nsi Lal Singh's words of gentle and !rie_ndly remonstrance to Anti-Congress 

· men hav already been quoted: his touching but convincing appeal to the Anglo
onents.of the Congress may fitly be quoted here: 

\ -
"You reforeigners in this country. You do not and, from yourexclusive•va~·. cannot know-the· 

mind of tbe eop~e,. and the people do not know your mind. But you have by your educational 
\ . ' . 
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policy, which has im.mortalized the names of Bentinck and Ma.caula.y, crea.ted a ~onsidorable cl~ts~ 
of men filled with ,our Ideas and aspira.tions, ~onvers&nt "ith your ruanners &nd eu•tome, at. 
t&clied 

1 
to yout• rulo) by every tie of duty &nd ·interest, who &I'll desirous. Of acting as lnterpre-' 

ters between you and the people placed under your care, a.nu.inordel' to carry out this object, adopt 
those methods of constitutional agitation which you yourself ha'9e ta.ught them •. What would bE> 
the good of their ed'ication if they did not desire that which it ha.s taught them to love and cherish~· 
But now that they t.ave organised themselves into a body and formulated their wants in the most 

·loyal and temperat> spirit, is it •vise, is It expedient, Is it worthy of the great ""adiUon of which 
you a.re the heh·, that theit· early efforts for self-improvement, which must be clumsy, should be 
treated with suspicion, mistruso, aod jealousy, th&t their free speech, encouraged by your own 
readiness to listen to all honest expressions of opinion, ahould be construed Into disalfeetion, and 
a reactionary policy should be adopted to send terror into the people's hearts, to silence and sup- · 
press public opinion, and thus to cJose the only safe and sure aven~e you ha,·e, through which 
you can get a.cces~ to ~the real mind of the country? Your most loyal subjects lament the change · 
which has come ovet• your policy. In matters of education, for example, you have adopted are
actionary course which must end in undesirable consequences. You are not on the right road. The~ 
time will come -and the sonnet• the better-when you will realise that the best friends of your rule 
a.re those who u11derstand its man if Did blessings, a.nd that the .foundations of the .Britislr Govern
ment will be strengthened, not by aliena.ting but by conciliating the feelings of the educated classe• 
(hem·, l1oor ), who here, as elsewhere, are .the natural leaders of the masses." .; · -

All this is reasonable enough when you look at the matter from the stand: 
point of justice and right reason; but when vested interests come in; and class-pri
vileges stand in danger of being disturbed, the considerations of justice are at once 
put out of Court; and even in the case of Anglo-Indian officials, Hobbs's saying, 
it is to be fea.red, will long remain true-~hat-when reason is against. a man, a man 
will be again~t reason • 

. In the concluding portion of his address .Babu Bansi Lal Singh touched 
upon the question of giving the Congress a settled constitution and of devisin". . e 
means for curtailing the expenditure of its· annual session. It must be a matter 
Qf no small gratification to ·him that the question to which he ga\·e the most. promi~ 
nent place in his address was subsequently taken . up by the Congress in 
right eamest, aml was decided on lines not very much different from those 1mggested 
by himself. . . 

The presidential address which Mr.' Dutt dellvered wa~ a most remarkabl~ 
p3rformance. From the presidential chair of the Congress Sessions speeches haY~ 
been delivered that, for the splendour of their diction and the charm of their elo• 
quenco, have won universal admiration, others that were combative, stirring, calcu
lated to excite tho most apathetic spirits like the trumpet's call on the field' of battle ·. 
others th~t were l~gical! critical, provocative of controversy .. ·But Mr; .. Dntt't~ speecl~ 
had'pecuhar merrts of rts own .. There was a note of urbanity io thali:· speech which 
must have ~oftened the hear~ of the most hostile critic .. · In matter it was the speech 

_of a practJCa~ man addressmg an assam bly of practical ·men. It was inspired . 
. throughout wrth that moral persuasiveness which waits up<m deep comiction, and i>i .. 
borne of vast experienc: illuminated with the light of uncommon common-sense. NoJ 

more reasonable, eff.~ctJve, a.nd persuasive appeal ha.s ever been made to l'lilol'S and/ 
.ruled than that w~r.ch Mr. Dutt made at Lucknow, and never · was one· of tho . 
deepest and most chfficult problems of Indian Government more tersely · 1 · d. 

- · 1 h _ . , s1mpy, an • 
convmcmg y state~ for t e enlightenment· of those wh(l are :responsible for the g ~ 
government of Indra than we find it stated in his memorable speech· It · · 01/' · . . · . IS a satiB-
factwn to know that It was highly eulogised even in or"'ans of pub!' · · 11 
h t .l to th c . "' JC opmwn usu y os I e e ongress. · 

. . . . 
The principal theme of Mr. Dutt's speech was undoubted] ·t·l ' , · 

I cl. · t , d . . Y 1e po\ ert . of 
u ta, r s. causes an remedies '-a theme which for its awful · t · 

1 - • J m por a nee an far 
reac 1mg consequences, has, ever since the da.wn of free political d1·8 

• • th" : 
t b th h. f b 1 CUSSIOUS I · Js ·coun. ·ry, . een · e c 1e att e-grouucl of Indian and Anglo Ind" l't" · B 

f . . - mn po 1 rc1an u t 
before ;re errmg to tha.t portron of his speech-and that is the m · t" · • • 

1 · h - aJor por ron of r her<> he dea s w1t Indian poverty as it manifests itself in ·our· e . · .• · · ' 
hi . . ver -recurrm"' xa mes m 

sown masterly way,1t may be well to notice his J'ust and su,..,.e t" b 0 
· 

.. t h" h · "'"' s ,Jve o serva ons upon une or wo matters w 1c , If of less over-shadowin"' impo"t d - · 
f th . "' • ance, oyefoss ssaslunt-·ocance o e1r own, and a clearer understanding of which to ·u .· "' 

_ . , o, WI n ha e a small 
. . 
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shari! in the bl·inging abrut of that harmonious co-operation between Indians and 
En~ishmen upon which the prosperity and the stability of the British Indian Empire 
ult1mateiy depend, Although Mr. Dutt very modestly asked his audience to listen • to 
~e. pla~n words of a plain man,' yet when he defined 'the creed of the Congress,' 

. ~mg lt up above th~ d~st a.nd smoke of party strife, clearing it from the aspersions 
of Jg:norance and preJUdtce, they all felt that they listened to words which had sunk 
deep into their minds, and which could not but win for them the sympathies of all 
right-minded Englishmen. . .. · · . . · 

' ' ' 

. ·The National Congress is still an object ·of suspicion to a certain class of English 
officials. Its aims are still considered bv them either mischievous or chimerical. Omat 's 
logic is still applied to it, and. we are often told that if the Congress means anything 
more than the declared principles of the British Government, it is mischievous, while 
if it wants to get what the Government has already promised to give in its own good 
time, it is useless; and that in either case, therefore, it has no reason for its existence.' 
'The wl;lole world has decided long since that Omar's logic was faulty; and Mr., I)u~t . 
ba.d no difficulty in showing that the logic of our Anglo-Indian critics is equally faulty: · 
To declare sound principles of administration is one thing ; to give practical effect/ 
to them another. · To do is not so easy as to say: our passioiui, prejuqices, habits of 
.thought, traditional sentiments, present interests, personal freaks, follies, vanities, 
jealousies, and a hundred other causes create round us an atmosphere in which we get 
very distorted views of the realities of life. Our way may be paved with the best in ten· 

. tions, but that ought not to delude us into the belief that it is the right way and 
1 eads to a desirable goal. Who has ever doubted the good intentions of the British 
Government? In fact, our abiding faith in its justice and uprightness is the rock upon' 

·which, we are parsuaded to think, it- firmly and securely rests. But in this age meh 
'walk by sight not by faith alone ; and if the sight. contradicts the faith, we may l,l~ 
sure--and this is. a. just warning to. all parties concerned-that the faith will in 

-course of time grow weak, and must, as a. necessary consequence, effect the· foundations 
·~f the great political fabric that has hitherto rested upon that faith. Well, we know 
·the declared principles of British policy ; the words of the Queen's Prodamation are 
:Sngrit.ved, fo~ ever upon the tablets of our hearts; but we see daily, almost hourly; 
.that the principles of British justice are not always observed by those placed to rula · 

. <>Ver· us ; the Queen's promises have not yet been fulfilled in their spirit, whatever may 
have happened to them jn the letter-which killeth-we know that after 150 years of Bri~ 
tish rule-a rule in so many respects nobler far than any which we have ever knovo."'l-th~ 
Englishman and the. Indian stand as far apart and a~ ignorant of each other as they did at 
the battle ofPlassey. The latest revelation of this unpleasant fact comes in the shape of 
serious plague riots which have recently occurred in different parts of. India, and which 
have shown-if they have shown anything~that the ruling class, after a long period of 
-comparatively established rule, like another famous line of rulers, has learnt nothing 
and forgotten nothing,. that it is.yet unable io see things as we see them, ,to enter in· 

. tQ our thoughts and feelings, an<Uo acquire even a moderate insight into the under-
-currents of our social life. Why does the slightest disturbance in India make our 
Governm~nt oscillate between po.nic and passion? Why, when two Englishmen are 

' murdered by some ruffians, is the cry of sedition and treason raised throughout th~. 
whole country, and the ramifications of some mysterious conspiracy are traced to 
:NepaiJ . Why, when the slightest ignition of mob fury occurs, are alarm-bells rung 
frolp. th!) watch-towerof every,Anglo·lndian press, and fire-engines are shunted, as if 
some great conflagration were at hand? The reason is plain enough. As with the 
savage, so with the civilised man, ignorance is the great source of fear. The English· 

. man·does not kno.w the Indian; the Indian does not know the Englishman. The one 
wonders why his good intentions are misunderstood by the Indian i the other why hi$ 
.simplest wants are.unintelligible to the really clever Englishman. An imperative 
need has therefore clearly arisen that in the interest of the Empire,, the dangers o.f 
this misunderstanding should be obviated. · On the side of the people this can 
~e done only. by men of light and leading, who know how to give utterance to the 
iuil.rticulate, wants of their less instructed countrymen, and to formulate them fn 
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words that may be intelligible to their rulers. I The rulers know what their culture-
and good int~ntions can enable them ~o know;. · But there· is another< . .Side·to every. 
Indian question, and that is the people's side. It is essential to know ~his side too, so, 
that measures, theoretically good, may·befruitful of good in practice also. To dis
char"'e this function-that of representing to Government what the people think 

. and feel, in order that it may be enabled to ado1Jt measures that may be in harmony and 
not in conflict with the moving forces of Indian society-is 'the creed of the National 
Congress.' Mr. Dutt has explained this creed with his usual directness and fullhess, · 
in a passage of his speech, at once simple and dignified, and which we quote here-: .. : · 

, 11 For remember, gentlemen, that. there are generally two aides .to every question which comes'np·. 
for discussion; and it is desirable and necessary that both sides should be properly represented 
and heard before the question is decided. It is no disrespect to the Civil Service of India to say, 
that it represents, ably and fairly, the official side only of Indian questions. I have had the honour 
of passing the best years of my life in the Indian Civil Service, and I shall be the 1 ast person on
earth to question either the ability or the honesty of purpose of those able and hard-working men 
who form that magnificent service.. I have pleasant recollections of the years which I have passed 
in complete accord and friendliness with my colleagues in that service, of the fair and handsome 
treatment which I received from my seniors, and of the loyal and zealous co-operation which J 
received from my juniors; and I will say this, that take the Indian Civil Service with all Its 
faults' and all its shortcomings-for hard work and honesty of purpose there is not a. finer 
body of administrators in the world •. Neverthless, it must be admitted, and it is no disrespect 
to the Indian Civil Service to say tha.t that service represents only the official view ol Indian 
questions, and does not and cannot represent the people's views. '!'here .are .two sides· to every . 
question, and it is absolutely necessary for the purposes of good government and •of just ad
ministration that not only the official view, but the people's view on every -question should be repre-· 
sented and heard. There are local bodies in different parts of India which give expression to
the people's views on local questions; but this National Congress is the only body In India which 
seeks to represent the views and aspirations of the people of Indi~ as a whole in the large and im
portant, and if I may use the word, Imperial questions of administration. Therefore, this Nationa.f 
Congress is doing a service to the Government, the value of which cannot be overestimated, and 
vrhich I feel Certain is appreciated by the Government itself. It is a gain to tbe administration to 
know what we feel, and what we think, and what we desire-though our demands cannot always be
conceded. It is a help to responsible administrators to know in what direction our wishes and our 
aspirations tend, though they. may not always agree with us. I honestly be!ie .. e, therefore, that 
you are helping the cause of good administration and of good government in India by your dsll. ' 
berations year after year, and I trust _and hope that you will continue to carry on .these cl.ilihera• 
tions in the future a.s you have done in the past, with good sense and· moderation, with loyalty to 
our rulers, -and with fidelity to the real interests of the people. We ocannot fall -in this endeavour • 
the future is with us ; and looking at the progress of natloll8 all Gver the British Empire in every 
part of the world, I, for one, feel confident that we, too, are destined to move onwards as a portion 
of that great Empire, and that we, too, shall, secure some mea.s~ of Pl'Qgress and eelt·goverament 
'll.nder the Imperial rule of England." · · ; - · . · , · · . . ' · ,. . . . · - .. , · ' . 

· · · n is this one-sidedmiss of the offici3.1 information, pointed out by :Mr. :Dntt 'which 18 . . . ' 
the cause of more t11an half of ou1· political ills.· The reactionary policy of 1897-the-
year of the Diamond Jubilee, of· the Queen's' reign..:..:was its most lamebtabi& ' 
fruit ; and there must be some pre'ternatqral element of vitality in it that. even. Lord ·, 
Curzon's Government, at a time when the loyalty of India to British Crown has won· 
universal recognition, has not thought fit to reverse it:· .. M:r. Dutt, while referring to·' 
"_the sad ~ccurrences ~f 1897, the saddest year in its accumulation of calamities 
$lnce the time that lnd1a: passed from the hands of the_East_India Company to the' 
.Crown," observed more m sorrow·tl1an in anger; re.,aarding the new sedition law ~ 
thus: · · . ·.· -. · . ' 

. . . . ~ . . - ' t ... . • .. .. : . 

· 
11 Gentlemen,_ the measure wa.~ based. on a blunder-the blunder of connecting sedition ~it~ the 

&pread of educat10n. The truth IS preCisely the reverse of this. English education h&d . 1 
produced sedition in the land, but it bas been the strongest weapon by ·whi'cb the a· · not ohn y d · . . · overnment ae 
ata~pe out real &edttion .I? th~s country within tbe last fifty yeai•s, In the dark· days of 1851 and 
earlier, tl;ere waa real seditiOn 1n the land- a real wish in some dark and obsc • t · • th' Em · T. . ute corners o over• uttrn IS great p1re. hat desire was bOI'n of ignorance and lurked a 'd t i c1 m1 s gnorant asses 
~ud the Government has successfully stamped out that feeling by- th d f d ' . . e s pre a o e ucatlon. There 
~ev~ ~~ha. gr~a~r I~:;eri~1st :~ong the Govern~rs-General of India than Lord Dalhousie and· 
d~r ._: ~~:0~ s redng en&de 

1 
an d ortl~ed the Empire by giving effeet to the famous educational 

1spa o , an spre ng e ucatwn through vernacular schools Th 
upholder of .Bri~ish Dominion-in its darkest days. than Lord Canni~ ere never was ~ stronger: 
liihed the Universities of C!!-lcutta, Bombay and Madras The sam g, a

1
?d LhordbCann1ng estab• · 

• e po 1cy as een pursued bv 
. . 
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successive Vioe1•oys ,dul'ing the last forty yea>·s with the same object and the same effect, and 
wherever euucation has •pread, sedition in India is dead. And if rea.l.sedition stil!Jin"'ers in any 
corner of India, it is in the darkness of ignorance, not in the sunlight of educa.tion a~d free di;. 
cuasion; If I were disposed to foment sedition in India, I would desire in the first place to suppress 
all free discussion, suppress all newspa.pers, and suppress all publ_ic meetings, as a burgla.r puts 
(ltl~ the lights of a room before he commits burglary. And J make bold to add, gentlemen, that 
if you had been Inspired by hostile feelings against British rule In India, you would have worked 

. in tbe dark, and not eome forward from all parts of India, year after year, to 'openly and loyally· 
place your views before the ruling power. Educated India has practically identified Itself with 
British rule, seeks to perpetuate British rule, is loyal to the llritish rule, as Lord Dufferin said 
not through sentiment, but through the stronger motive of self-interest; because it is l>y a con-

. tinuance of the British :rule that educated India seeks to secure that large measure of self·govern
m~nt, that position a.mong the modern nations of the earth, which it is our aim and endeavour 
to secure, 71 . 

!tis not to be expected that this wise and moderate counsel will have any immeui· 
ate effect upon the minds of our rulers; for upon most jmportant questions they seem 
to be under the thraldom of the Anglo-Indian Press, which as a body has"arrayed 
itself against Indian newspapers., and one of the favourite topics of which is the 'Vili
fying of Indian Journalists. When. the fire of racial animosity was, in consequence 
of an· unfortunate event,' kindled in 1897, it was the Anglo-Indian Journals, who 
did their worst to fan the flame. It was the Pioneer which published a series of articles 
by a number of Anglo-Indian writers, entitled the 'Signs of the Times, • in which Hindus 
and ~ohammedans were equally bla.ckguarded, branded with charges of sedit.ion and 
bespattered with all sorts of calumnies, in which the educated class was held up to the 

· scorn and detestation of the Government, and the Government was asked to stamp out 
the venomous breed of -Indian' Journalists; The Machiavellian cry prevailed, the 
generous policy of Bentinck and Metcalfe was reversed, and a course of dealing with 
the freedom of the Indian Press was adopted, which showed that the methods of Rus. 
sian administration·are not quite so distasteful to our rulers in practice, as they are 

. avowed to be in principle. Yet a really disloyal and ISeditigus-minded man could at the 
time have done nothing more to carry out his evil designs than to publish and circu:ta.te 

. broadcast a translation of th'e memorable articles on the 'Signs of the Times.' The 
public feeling, however, is that the Anglo-Indian Press reflects the opinion of· the 
governing class, and that if it denounces our aspirations and maligns our leaders, it 
simply carries out the decrees of 'the greater gods of Olympus'. This is not the way 
to govern an alien race,. and to remove the feelings of discontent and dissatisfaction 
which are gnawing at the heart of the Indian people. On the contrary " it is by somO' 
degree of sympathy," as Mr. Dutt remarked, " some degree of good feeling and neigh. 
bourly courtesy, and not by sedition laws, that t'he relations between the different 
sections of the Indian community can be improved." 

After referring verybriefly to the untoward fate which has overtaken the Calcutta 
Municipality, as another lamentable instance of the dark tide of reaction, which has 
set in in our Government. and which threatens to bear us on to unknown shores, Mr. 
Dutt made a very pregnant observation as regards the principal cause to which all this 
is due: · 

. ' 
" Bu~ our diflioul~y and our danger lie in this, tha.t great administrative questions a1•e discussed 

and settled in Executfve Councils where we are not represented and not heard. I do riot sar that 
the official view is necessarily wrong, and that our view is necessarily right; but I do say that 
both views should be fairly represen~ed before the tribunal which shapes our destinies. I do not 
&ay that we have more knowledge or more experience or more ability ~ha.n the high officials who 

·represent the official view of the question, but I do sa.y that we view questions from a different 
point of view, and that there should be a. constitutional channel for ~he representa~ion of our 
.-iewa in the Execu~i ve Councils of the Empire. For when the Executive Councils ha.-e decided a 
question, the thing is done-the Legislative Councils simply carry out the official mandate with 
unimportant ~Iterations, as the Bengal Council has done in the case of their Municipal Bill." 

In regard to political abuses, the simpler the remedy, the greater the difficulty in 
persuading the ruling .class to adopt it. Its very simplicity excites suspicion as 
to its soundness ; and even where its soundness is palpable and undeniable, pel'Sonal 
and class interests refuse to be superseded without a struggle. Who can deny that the 

·British Government cannot have too many sources·of information upon Indian ques-
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tions? From the very position which the Governmen~ have thought tit~ assume in thi~ 
country, thE!y have isolated themselves from the mam currents of Indmn thought and 
feelin"'. For let us mark the constitution under which we are placed.. In theory 
British Parliament is the final arbiter of our· destinies, • But in practice ili is the 
Secretary of State who . is the master· of the situation. He is as ·. a· rule a · 
member of the. party in power. In everything he does, he is sure of .the. 
support of his party, for· his defea~ upon an imP_Orta.nt. question ~a~ jeopar··. 
-dise the fate of his ministry. But hiS power, too, IS lim1ted, and his mfluence 
. hardly altogether his own, when we take · into account ·the fact that · as in:' 
the case of this high functionary, one of the chief qualifinations· for the. office is his. 
utter ignorance of the conditions of the country, the affairs of which he is called upon . 
to administer, he is assisted by a body of councillors, most of :whom are retired Anglo
Indian officials who meet in secret, to whom no legal or constitutional responsibility 
attaches for their opinions, whose advice the Secretary of State is not bound to follow, 
.and the Parliament has no right to know, who are expected to be the impartial JudgeS' 
-of their own past conduct, and to suggest reforms and rectify defects in an ·adminis
trative system in which; for the best part of their lives, they themselves have lived, 
moved and had their being. Although constitutionally thelr responsibility as advisers 
-of the Secretary of State is nil, yet it is only natural that the men, who are experts· in 
their respective departments, should exercise a strong, even an overwhelming moral · 
influence upon him, and thus while his decrees may apparently seem to come from 
.an independent source, yet in reality they bear the impress of the stereotyped Anglo . 
.Indian opinion. This is the whole of our security for good government in British 
Parliament. In India, the Viceroy is assisted by an Executive Council, the members· 
of. which are paid servants of the Government whom they are bound to support in 
~very emergency, and by a Legislative Council which can initiate no.thing, and in which 
the official members •are always in the majority. All important legislation-every 
thing connected with the Indian budget-is ·considered ·and decided upon in the 
Executive Council, which for its information depends almo~t entirely upon the reports 
of .the divisional and district officers.· ·These divisional and district officers are 
most accessible to those whose opinions are most to their tas~, whi!e our indepen~ .. 
-de1;1tpublic bodies have to make occasional and isolated representations to Govern .I 
ment for .such consideration as they may think fit to give them. The form of consult
ing the people is certainly gone through; but the people who are consulted are sel-; 
-dom the people who ought to be consulted, and the consequence is that measures are ., 
adopted in the name of_ the people w~ich they neither appreciate nor understand •. A 
well-disciplined bureaucracy sits tight on the neck of the Indian nation, and drives 
it in any direction it likes. Th!ngs are not so bad now as they were some time ago and 
the march of events has proved irresistible even for those who look upon the exi~ting 
despotic system as ,the perfection of hum~n wisdom. , :Jlut .the rear reform of the 
.system is a long way off yet,. still before it come~ some such measure, as that or . 
·introducing the. Indian element into the Executive Councils of the Supreme and Local . 
Governments, as advocated by Mr. Dutt, will have to be adopted, in order to ·soften 
the harsh, unpopular and unsympathetic features o.f a. Government, which for it · 

. benevolent intentions towar~s its s~bjects is~ as ~ill has observed, the best that· th: .. 
world has ever seen, but whiCh, fortts utter Ignorance of the wants and wishes f •t · 
people, and for its utter inability to learn and unlear11- under the stress of e.xper;

1
·
0 1 

s 
h d 't If b. . encl), as ma e 1 se an o Ject of wonder and fear to the masses, and a source .of pa· · . d 
humiliation to the educated classes. . IU an 

. I~ _ano_t~er portion of his speech Mr. Dutt. ex~Iains at some length'~ ... t~ h~w 
this· ev1l, wh1ch affects the very foundations of the Government is to be d' d . 
·Th · · t · b · h • reme 1e • e mam pom 1s to rmg t e Government in contact with as wide a , f f 
I d. bl' · · lSUr ace o n. Ian pu IC opm10n as possible. How is this to be done? Mr D tt ta t f 
th vill · · · · · u s r s rom 
. -~ • age commumt1es and suggests easy and: simple means by which villa e · 

umons may be formed, who ·may be· entrusted with the charg. e f ill adg ill d · ill d ·, . o v age ro s 
VI a_ge ramage, v . age·e ucat10n, village hospitals, etc .. besides beina e po J 
to d1spose of petty civil and criminal cases. Nothing tends to educate the ;op~lar w~~:d 
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o:o well .. as the . habit, of rising, if even occasionally, abo\·e purely selfio;;h con
. · ce~hs and taking interest in other people's affairs. The Indian villager, if gently 

and· prudently handled, can be taught to interest himself in his village affairs;. 
anu if in this way, he comes to repose some. confidence in the disti·ict authorities 

. tli.ese authorities will \find that in all emergencies' he is one of the indispensabl; 
sources of help and correct information. The same principle of inducing the people 
to .take part in. their own affairs should be encouraged in Municipal and District Boards. 

· which have already re<;eived a modicum of the elective principle. Nothing is easier 
than to cavil at the shortcomings of these local bodies-and there has been a good deal 
of this cavilling and earping lately-but the other alternative still remains untried, 
that of Clealing with these bodies with patience, sympathy and kindly advice, and then 
seeing whether, of all the ,peoples in the world,•the Indians are the one who, even under 

. kind, gentle and sympathetic masters, are incapable of learning•the elements of 
political education. In 'like ma~ner, the popular element should be increased and 
strengthened in the Imperial and Prminicial Legislative Councils, not only by extend
ing the suffrage and inare!J.sing the number of elected members, but by introducing 
one India!). member int<> each of. the Executive Councils of the_ country. Theoretically, 
the scheme is a counsel of perfection; and no arguments have yet been sociously 

· put forward by, any responsible authority .why it should not be equally efficient in 
_practice.·· But reforms are often delayed, not because the spirit of the ruling power 
· is unwilling, but because its flesh is weak. _ Vested interests and a long enjoyment 

of arbitrary power are apt to oppose barriers to every thing which seems to threaten 
their predominance; and in India, as elsewhere, nothing but the hopelessness of resist
ing public opinion will drive the. Government to yield to demands to which no consid- · 
erations of justice and right l'eason can induce them to make timely· and graceful 
concessions.· .Be that as .it may, the path of our political progress lies-along the line 
pointed out by Mr. Dutt, no less than the permanence and security of English rule 
itself, and altho~gh delay in giving effect to reforms, which are at once reasonable 
and seasonable, may- at times seem dangerous, and hope deferred may make our 
hearts sick, but we are on the. crest of the flowing tide, and the wished-for haven is 
looming in the distant horizon .. We shall one day gain the object of our dark and 

· perilous voyagings, and (as 'Mr. Dutt observed) "wise English statesmen will per· 
, ceive in the future, as they have perceived in the past, that England's duty and 
· Enaland 's interest are the same in.India:-to consolidate British rule by extending, not 

"' restricting, self-government, by conciliating, not alienating, a loyal and grateful, 
.'. nation.'' · · . · 

· 1 :·' Themostimporta~t theme discussed by Mr.· Dutt in his speech was without 
.' d~nbt the poverty question of India, and he put it to the most cru~ial test by examin· 
lug it in thelight of the disastrous famines with which. the conditions of recent years 
have made us so. familiar.· The awful magnitude of the question is apparent from the 

·.fact that it affects the bulk of the Indian population. According to the last Parliamen
ta.ry Blue-boolr, iour-fi.fths of the population look to the land for their livelihood. ''In 
tli.e British provinces, allowing 5 persons to each family, almost 24 millions of house
holds have an interest · ih the laud they ·live on, about 8 millions more live on the 
wage~ oflaboU:r~,.- So, in India, 'to use Mr. Dutt's words, the cultivator is the nation-· 
And what is the condition of the nation in point of material prosperity? Two contradic
tory answers are given. To the eye of official optimism all appears rose-colored. "My 

• point is,'' says Sir Henry Fowler; "that under :aritish rule, poverty has not increased, 
but diminished, and so far !rQm this poverty of India being attributable to British 
administration, the fatcsshow exactly the oppOsite.'' '·Whatever test you apply to 
Iridi!L as a whoie, ''says our present Secretary of State,"you will find that the commu
nity have prospered, and that the mass of the people are better off than was the case· 
twej!ty years ago." The views of Indian politicians, it is needless to say, are t,~uite 
the reverse of this. 'rhey cannot quite understand the material progress of a conn·· 
try in which 40 millions people live constantly on the verge of starvation. They look 
in· min for the hour of plenty .in tho ·midst of· ever-recurring famines, in which, in 
spite of the most generous external aid, men perish by ~lllndreds of thousands. They 
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find it hard to reconcile the,roseate a.ccounts of the ofticioloptimist with the observa
tion of an intelligent Anglo-Indian with rega.rdto India, ','that famine is the horizon 
and insufficient food the foreground of the cultivator and the day-labourer.'' _A 
happy a.nd contented India-its material resources increasing by leaps and bounds, . 
its cultivators paying less to the British Government than they ever did to any other 
Government, its people waxing and multiplying, each month bringing two hands, and 
~ach pair of hands assured of more than 'three acres and a cow'-surely it could not 
have been of this India-this Areadia pictured by the Anglo-Indian imagination
that Mr. Holderness, once a high official in these provinces, and now employed under 
the Government of India, wrote in the following strain: · "'rhe united earnings of a 
man, his wife, and two children could not be put at more than Rs. 3 pe1· month. 
When prices of food-grains are moderate, work regular, and the health of the household 
good, this mcome will enable the family lo have one good meal a day, to keep a thatch· 
ed roof over their head, to buy cheap cotton clothing, and occasionally a· thin blanket. 
The small cultivator is slightly better off, but he has not always enough to eat, or 
jlufficiently warm clothes." 

If, then, in a pre-eminently agricultural country, the agricultural community, 
which means the bulk of the population, is in such a miserable condition, the question 
-of Indian poverty ceases to be a matter of opinion ; it-becomes a matte~ of fact. The 

- question, then, naturally suggests itself, why is it so? Why is the mass-of the Indian 
population so hopelessly poor? Wh,1 .bas the best-intentioned Government failed in 
its primary duty of securing the first ·conditions of existen(Je to its subject-people?· 
What is the cause of this poverty? Here, too, the answers are contradictory and con
flicting. For our impoverishment, the official apologist holds responsible our national 
-character, our extravagances, our reproductive instincts, and. for the unexplained 
Tesidue of our miseries, he throws the blame upon Providence. Mr. Dutt's_ answer 
to the question, as to what is the real cause of the abject poverty of the agricultural 
-classes, embodies the sentiment of all India. 

·" Gentlemen, the reai cause of the poverty of our agrlcu ltural population is simple and even · 
-obvious, If we have the courage and the honesty to seek for it and to gras-p it. It is not over-· 
population, for the population does not increase faster than In European countries, does not 
incre~se faster than the area of cultivation. It Is not the•natural improvidence of the cultivator, 
fo~ those who know the Indian cultivator will tell you that with all his ignorance and supertition, 
he is as provident, as frugal, as shrewd in matters of his own interest as the cultivator in any part· 
of the globe. The real cause of his wretchedness and indebtedness is that, except in Bengal and a. 

· few other tra.cts, the land assessment is so heavy that the cult!va.tor is not able to sa.ve in good years 
enough to meet the fa.ilure of harvests in bad years. All our village industries, like spinning and 
,wea.vin~, have been killed by a free con.pet!Mon with the steam a.nd machinery of England. · Our· 
-cultivators and even our village industrial classes therefore virtually depend on the · soil as the 
'one remaining source of their_ subsistence.-- The la.nd assessments should ·therefore be· made in
-a liberal and even a generous spirit.· There is every desire In the high officials to make the as· . 
sessmente in a liberal spirit; but as the people have no -voice In controlling these assessments ,· 

.. t~ey are found in the actual working to be often ill!beral ·and harsh. They do not leave tbe eur: · 
~l')'&tors enough to be able to save, and cultivators therefore fall victims to famine whenever the · 
harvests fail." ' 

, · ;r'hese views are ~up~rted. by emine~t.-Government ex~rts: Writing about 
_the mcrease of populatiOn m Ind1a, the Census Commissioner observes : "But lar"'e 
.a~ this gr~wt~ seems in absolute numbers, if we take it with reference to the popu~~ 
:10n to whlCh 1t ha~ been superadded, it shrinks into very moderate pro})()rtions. ·. It 
l~_but an average mcrease, as is shown by the marginal tables, in which out of 28 
~untries Indi~ comes ·20th." "The increase :from 1881 to 1891," says Mr. A. Nundy 
rn his ~ble art1cle on 'Indian Politics,' ''was in British India at the rate of 9•76 per 
cent., m the French and Portuguese possessions at 12·75 per cent., whilst in the Feu: 
datory States it rose to 15 ·52 per cent." · . . ~ :· ./' 

~s. regards improvident and extravagant habits being one of the causes of the 
ryot .s mdebtedness, some remarks from the Deccan Ryots Commission are worth 
-quotmg: 

1 
l' -The ~esults of the Commission's enquiries show that undue pr<'mitenco has been given tn 

t~e expeqdJture in marriage and other festivals as a. C&!JSe of the ryot'~ fndcbtedr:cs•. The ex pee-
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dit~~~ on such oooasions m;~y undobt.edly be called extravagant wben compared with the ryot's 
. means, but the oec&sions occur seldom, and probably in a course of years the total sum spent this 
way by any ryot is not larger than a man in his position ia justified in spending on social and 
domestic pleasures." . 

. . .: 

· ·It is remarkable. tl1at the indebtedness of the agricultural classes is greater in 
British India than in the Native States. 

'' H is_a vet•y curious feature In the Census returns," as the Census Commissioner remarks, 
''that the proportion of money-lenders, who combine that occupation with the possession of land, 
is far g~eat.er in British territory than in the Native Stat.es." 

No temporising legislation about the indebtedness of the agricultural classes 
can cure the deep-seated evil. The Indian cultivator is sunk in debt, he succumbs 
to the slightest shock of famine, he is unable to get for himself more than one meal 

. a day, because he ~as no staying power; and he has no staying power because more 
is taken away from him than he can safely spare. He is industrious, frugal and sober, 
enjoying full security of person and property, but unable to withstand the bad seasons, 
and even in good seasons hardly able to go on without the help of the money-lender. 
There is only one cause to which his sufferings are mainly due. He is the victim of 
.an intolerably. heavy assessment. · 'rhe Anglo-Indian official .indignantly rejects this 
idea, '.' Therebas never, so far as our knowledge goes, been a Government in India," 
says .. Sir John Strachey, "that has taken so small a e.hare in the profits of the soil as 
that taken by ourselves. This is true of every province of British India. Under all 

· preceding Governments, and under Native Governments to tl;tis day, there has been, 
in the words of Mr. Thomason, • no other limit to the demand upon the land than the 
power of the Government £o enforce payment and the ability of the people to pay.' '' 

· If this is so, if the present land revenue is the lightest which India has ever paid to 
a~y Government, then how is it that the Indian masses succumb more easly to famines 
now than they did_ in former times; the cultivator is more prosperous in the Native 
State than in British territory, his indebtedness is 'increasing, and the question of 

. agrarian discontenn is overshadowing every oLher question in the councils of Govern-
ment?· 'Is it the money-lender who has made an insolvent ·peasantry? Or, is it an 
insolvent peasantry which is obliged to go to the money-lender? The Indian peasant 
wants money no doubt because he spends it on trifles; but he wants it, too, bliCause be 
must pay the Govetn ment demand whether the land yields him anything or not. In 

· the good old times he did not borrow much, because if he did not have anything, he 
simply refused to pay, and as in those day.s the payment in kind was the general prac
tice, bad seasons broughtahout their own remissions of Government demand. Und~r 
the present civilised Government, this punitive method of adjusting our resources 

· will not do; the Government does not care to be charitable; the· revenue authorities 
. are unrelenting, and any default in payment means practical eviction from the land. 

'The old order changeth, but not always for .the better . 
. . -It is no use telling us that the English take less than the Moguls. The question, in 

· the' :first place, is-'-were the Moguls ever able to realise in full the land-revenue? And 
in· the second place, if·the .English system. is so much more lenient than its pre· 
decessor, why bas not the condition of the Indiau ryot improved-why, indeed, has 

· it, on the contrary; deteriorated ? The answer of history to the first question is unmis-
ta.Jrable. Before the time of the Ain-i-Akba.ri, everything was done in a hap-hazard 

·manner" and the greater part of India. was but slightly affected by Mohamedan 
'guests. -From the time of Akbar up to the close of Aurungzeb's reign, in bloodshed 
and confusion, the Mogul Empire may be said to have enjoyed its highest measure 

· <>f J!!tability, yet even with regard to this period, we have -the testimony of contem
.porary observers which leaves no doubt as· to the financial resources of the Empire, 
and how they were gained .and maintained. Whatever else may •be doubtful, two 
things stand out clear and distinct. First, the Government demand was never 
-collected in full, and what was collected was generally collected in kind. Secondly, 
there was ne foreign drain upon the resources of the people; what was taken by the 
Government found its way back again into the pockets of the people. Under the pre
'f!ent regime the revenue laws work with the passionless force of the laws of nature, 
.and every pie of Government demand 1s realised, happen what it may. And a 
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considerable portion of wlmt is thus taken goes out to,Engla:qd, ~~ver t<l retur~ to
this country again. The other question, then,. as to why the conditiOn of th~ Ind1an 
ryot is getting. worse day by day, an~wers i~self; for, when you _take from h1.m more. 
than he can afford to give, and leave h1m to b1S fate when bard t1mes come, _1t needs. 
no prophet's eyes to forecast his future. One has only to travel.through an_y Native St~te , 
in order to realise ~he marked contrast in respect of matenal prospe:1ty between 1ts. 
peasantry and that in British territory. A perverse land zevenue poh.cy has.brought · 
the country to this pass. The condition of the Indian ryot h~s beco~e-~ntolerable and_ 
scandalous. He is the gentlest of creatures, and yet he 1s the. V1ct1m of the n10st 
serious. {)f political blunders. Even ·by the sweat of his brow h? • c~n~ot al~ays. 
eat his bread. His cloud has no silver hning. On the portals of h1s Ilfe IS wr1tten 
what Dante ~·ead on the gate of the Inferno. Of millions_ of Indian peasants it is. 
true to say, in the words of a French writer, that they a~e ·.like "'certain wild ani
mals , male and female scattered over ·the fields, black, hv1d, all burnt by the sun, 
boun'd to the earth that ~hey dig and!workwith unconquerable pertinacity; they have
a sort of articulate voice, and when they rise on their. feet, they show a human face 
and in fact are men." On behalf of these castaways, these neglected, almost ~isinher, 
ited children of our parental Government, and against the system of land assessment, 
which more than anything is responsible for fueir miseries and misfortunes, Mr. Dutt 
has made a noble appeal, with the closing ·words· of which we close here our review .. · 
of the memorable speech which is destined to have a permanent place in the political 
literature of ou1· country. _ 

• ; • . . 1 

After the conclusion of the Presidential address, wl!ich evoked rapturous ap· 
plause from the assembly, the Subjects Committee was formed, which held. its sitting-
half an hour after, the Congress having adjourned until 12 o'clock next day. . .. 
. · ·The first thing that was brought before the Congress the next day wasthe sub- · 

. ject · oi the constitution of the O>ngress. Mr. Madholkar laid before the meeting 
certain draft rules of the proposed constitution, but as the delegates wanted time to. 
consider them before discussing them, the consideration of them by the assembly ; 
was put off till a later stage of the session .. _ . · · 

. . - I . . 

The first resolution discussed and passed. by the Congress was that of the· 
separation of Judicial from Executive functions in the administrath·e system of th~ 
Coun~ry ~ ., ,'_ .. ,· ~ 

: That the Judge ·should be different from· the prosecutor may seem to be an • 
elementary principle of administration, but in this country, where a new idea is. ' 
taken up when it has become old everywhere else, it is only .now that' its soundness.·. 
is beginning to be ;.ppreciated by Government. It is beginning to be seen that it is .. 
not safe that a man Bho.uld be judged in his own· cause, that the District 'Magistrate .'' · 
who is also head of the Police and is responsible for the good and efficient· ad minis:.', 
tration of his District, should be allowed to try. the offender who"may have· been .. 
arrested u~der ~is o_wn orde~s, and ag~inst wh~m he may in his official capacity hav& ·· 
been _supphed w~th .1~format10n suffiCient to b1as his mind, but otherwise incapable·· 
of bemg put to JUdiCial test. The Congress Party saw this 15 years ago, and their· 
~roposal was so s~nsible. tha~ Lord Dufferin c~lled it "a counsel of per~ection. •• Bat.' 
hke many. a s~ns1ble tbmg It was long an obJect of senseless c;riticism and was left.·• 
unheeded m th1s country. Neverthl)less, our supporters in England were not. dishear-•c 
tened, b~t. ,set to work so as to persuade the.Englisli public ofthe expediency' and-~ 
the feasJbJ!tty of the pr~posal, Sir Richard Garth, a former Chief Justice of Bengal, .. 
advocattld the reform .m an able pamphlet. Sir William Hunter supported it. in . 
the columns of the . Twu~s, and when after sometime the question was·. formally . 
brought before Parliament, the reasonableness of .the administrative change asked 
tor by the Con~ress was admitted by the Government of the day, and it was declar· . 
ed by .respo~~Ible statesme~ that the reform should be given effect t~ SO SOOn as the· · 
finanmal position of the Indian Government pe~:mitted it M M ---h ·Gh · d M R . · r. . ano ... u an os& 
an r. . o~esh Chander Dutt drew up schemes in which they showed most clearly 
and convmmngly that t~e reform .":as capable of being adopted without costing the. 
Gover~ment any appremable ad1;htu>nal expense. The views of these gentlemen 
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have, ?ir:ce ga~ned considerable ground, so much so that several Judges of the Privy 
CounClt mclud~ng Lord Hobhouse, whose experience of our Judicial administration 
is exqeptionaJ, and several other politicians. and competent judges of the matter, 
~a\·e taken· up the question and are resolved to press it upon the attention of the. 
British •'Parliament. The question we may be sure will not be left unsolved much 
longer.:. Lord Curzon has issued a communication upon the subject, which promises 

. good results in the near fu.ture. The reform for which the Congress party has 
been crying so long is on the eve of success. The fate of the system under which 
the judge and the·prosecutor mean one and the same person, like John Bunyon's Pope 

. and Pagan rolled into one, is sealed .. · · · 

However, when Mt·. Ambika Charan Muzumdar, on moving the resolution about 
the separation of executive from judicial functions, spoke of it as "that oft repeat
.ed demand, that cry in the wilderness," he gave expression to the same sentiment 
whic\lle(J the Pionee,·, only the other day, to remark that after a discussion which 
commenced long before the Congress, and in spite of the weight of official opinion in 
its favour, the demand remains as yet an unreaJised ideal. So said Mr. Muzum· 

· dar:·" We have from year to year listened with eagerness and· credulity to the 
whispers of hope, Inspired by these official platitudes, but what are bushels of decla
rations and assurances worth, when there is not even a grain of performance within 
fifteen ~ears?" · · . • , 

'rhespeech was throughout full of vigorous criticisms of the· existing system 
whichhas fostered 'the unholy combination' of the two functions, and closed with a 
stirring appeal to the just instincts of the present Viceroy. As a sample of Mr . 

. Muzumdar's eloquence, vigour, and debating power, we quote the following passage 
from his speech : · . 

"Sir, there being absolutely no difference between official and non-official opinion as to the de
ijit-ability· of this pressing reform in the abstract, the proposal advanced by us was, at the first 
stage of our discussion, diseounted as being \'ague and impracticable, . Practical schemes were 
then submitted from various quarters, and notably there wae one submitted by you, Sir (clwe•·s), 
which conclusively proved that not only was our proposal not impracticable, but that it was a 
problem of the easiest solution' . The means and materials were all there, the line on which to work 
was distinct and clear, and, in fact, the whole question was rather one of re-adjustment and re-distri
bution·tha.n of any radical departure, or violent reorganization. Then, Sir, we were met with the ques-

. tion of exp~nse-always so formidable in case ofindian refo••ms (lauyhtel·, chcc1'S). Yes, we· !<now that 
in this country wars may be carried on, barren rocks may be conquered and retained, and enor

. mous subsidies may be annually granted to treacherous bugbears, all in pursuit of a fatuous policy, 
even with appalling d,eficits in the treasury. But no soonet' questions of internal reforms are 

· raised our Gover~ent at once ••ealizes a>at it is a bankrupt ( cl'ies of sha.mt). But, Sir, as 
-·to this .plea of expense, alsa, your remarkable scheme presented a complete answer; for it clear· 
.. lY pointed out that all the additional expense, which was so much talked abt.i~ on the other side, 
'could not possibly amount to more than only a few lakhs of rupees, all the provincial budgets put 
· tO'gethel'f. Then, Sir, if this question ot financial difficulty was any argument then, to·day to persist 
·. hi such argument. ·would seem to wear a ditl'erent aspect. There never was perhaps, since the day 
· of Lord Ripen, a more solvent Indian treasury than at present. The last budget estimate of our 

Finance Minister shows a cheerful surplus of over 4 millions sterling: and quite recently the Govern
. ment of. India ba.ve been able.. to restore to the Judges of the High Courts pretty nearly the whole 
· of their origlnal pay, which had been a.rbltrar!ly and injudiciously cut down as a. contribution to. 

the f1•ontier policy in 1891 •. Gentlemen,. Lord Cprzon has just :considerably modified that policy, 
·.and we may be permitted to express the hope, that the spirit of jingoism, which has been always so 

rarp.pant in Indian politics, will go to rest at least durfng his Viceroyalty (cheers). Wha~, then, 
are the Governent of India going to do with th.is large surplus? We know, Sir James Westland 
would indeed have them launched into a wild currency speculation. But would the country like
could you, gentlemen, approve of-such an Argonautic expedition being undertaken in the face of 
a dozen crying neeessities of the country·~ (laughter and ckee>·s ). Now, then, is the time to effect 

. this·lmportant reform-to wipe out the stain that has for years scanclalized the fair name of Bri· 
tish justice In this country.'', 

The resolution was seconded by Mr. Agasti, whose reference to "John Patil's ,.. 
·case was very apt and telling; and supported by Mr. S. Sinha, Mr. Nasir-ud-din 
Ahmed and Mr. A. Q. P. Naidu. The following passage from Mr. Sinha's speech 

. expresses with admirable force and directness, the sentiments of the educated classes 
upon the question : · 
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. "Gentlemen, I need hardiy tell you before resuming my seat that it ia ~Y l!rtil eon~iction that lt 
is not the question of expense or this or that; it Ia the question of false and supposed idea ,that 
Government prestige would be gone if the reform is carried out. That bugbear, as Manomo~an • 
~hose called it, Is at the.bottom of the whole thing. I am not going to waste your time by tell;ng 
you what a false notion that is. On the o.ther hand, by separating the two functions! the In~1an 
-Government would not Jose prestige at all, but in fact it will be quite the other way tf anythmg.· · 
The Government would be enhancing·its popularity by carrying out this reform,; they would be 
broad-basing their rule upon the sympathy and good-will of the people. Our President yestet•day 
said that the most important question of administration fa the question of _land settlement. That is 

.. certainly a very important question, and next to that the most Important question. is the question 
of giving to India justice, trut~ justice and ~ritish justice (cMe!'B), You have beeo told, gentlemen, 
by retired gentlemen, and sometimes ex-Viceroys of India, that India w.as conquered by the sword· 
&nd must be retained by the sword. I a.m not going to waste your time by saying .that Judi~ was . 
not conquered by the sword. Whatever that may be, if India Is to be retained by Government, it 
is not by sword or by brute-force but by conferring upon us the glory of the British justice of Eng- -
land." · . · 

The first resolution having been unanimously passed, the second resolution, relat· 
ing to the Punjab Land Alienation Bill, was moved by Rae Sabeb Lala Murli Dhar, 
~econded by Babu Kanahya. Lal of Amritsar, and supported by two speakers from . 
Bombay and Oudh. The general indebtedness of the agricultural classes was admit·_ 
-ted by the speakers, and the serious evils arising therefrom, but the Bill was disap
proved mainly upon two grounds. First, that it did not cure the existing evil and second
Iy, that it introduced a new one. Indebtedness is due to theresourcel~ss condition of the 
:agricultural class, the heavy assessments to which it is subjected, and the hard proce"' 
dure by which Government revenue is realised How could any restrictions upon aliena
tion save the ryot from the effects of the crushing system which barely leaves him 
ca.ny margin in his earnings to meet the exigencies of bad seasons? The Indian ryot 
-contracts debt because he has to meet certain inevitable demands. Indeed, so long · 
•as it remains true of the Indian masses that millions of them cannot get more than • 
-one meal a day· from year's end to yea.r's end, the phenomenon of indebtedness is . 
. sufficiently explained, while a heavy obligation rests upoa the Government to furnish 
a valid justification for a measure which, though intended to improve the condition 
-o1 the agricultural classes, completely ignores this state of things. No sale of land· 
for private debts. Good. But why allow it .for arrears of Government revenue!'. 
Neither. the logic nor _the morality of this policy is quite obvious to our unsophisticated 
minds. ··Mr. Murli Dhar put it very well thus: ·. .. . . • · . , · . . 

. . "The land wil!.cnn~inue to be cultiv~ted a~ now. · T~ere will be total prohibition of sale by the· 
proprietor in the PunJab to a non-agrtculturtst. · He wtll be allowed by the Collector on an a ,. 
-plication made, to sell his land to a member of his own brotherhood, and he cannot 

1
olaim it : 

a rl~ht, b_ut It will . be within the discretion of the Collector, or some I other officer who will be·. 
speCially Invested by the local Government, to exercise these f11nctlons to refuse or .,.r• • 1. • 

I. . f f f h I ' "' ~n•. llil app 1cat10n or trans er o t e and by sale. It would be perfectly open to the Collector to· f 
· h I f h' 1 d Tb re UsE¥ -or ea.nct10n t e sa eo 19 . an . en. you will, s.e~, •gentlemen, that the Government bas all 

along been-acting in the interests of the ag_ricult11rist to keep the. land with htm, and for the benelle·' 
-of hi~ heirs! by preventio~ from selling the land to a. stranger, but the same land will be aold b.f" 
pubhc auct10n when he fouls to pay the Government revenue in punctual time (cheers) • . Govern'-. 
ment takes very good care thatthe same law which decl.1res "Do nnto others as you · ld ll 
-done by ot~ers" does not apply to t~e action of G_overnemnt (!aughtel·). It does not'. b::use ~~ . 
harms the mterests of Government ; 1t acts very inJU~Iously on the interests of Government and 
therefore the Government has taken very good care abo11t it, and all the Jilonorable Members who 
have made speeches In the Legislative Council have been discreetly silent over this question.".,, ... 

Then, again, why-take away the freedom of contract from the people? Wh 'i -· 
:your zeal to p'l'otect the agriculturist from the consequences of his extrava~ y, . n · 
· · 'd ("t · th Go ., .. nee or tmprovi enc,e 1 . ts e vernment not we who charge him with these defects in his 
nature), pumsh the money-lender for his shrewdness in making the best · · t. · . . mves ment · 
-of h1s money 1' · Surely he, too, m equity is entitled to some protectio A B b · 
Kanahya Lal said : . . . . n. 8 a u 

"When for a debt a man is taken to Court they won't allow him to release hi.mol If b hi 
means, though the indebted ·man has the power to perform his duty •ometl h~ · Y Is down 

d t . hi 11 • . • mas IS mora uty an some tmes s re g1ous duty, to pay the debt. The Koran sa th t · •~ · ' 
<1 b •- ys a tt .,. the duty of the 

e tor "" pay. The Prophet would never read the blesainas on the dead bod f th h 
-died Indebted. Our Hindu Shastras would enjoin grands~ns to pay th d b Y 

0f bee man w 0 
e e ts o t lr grandfa· 
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'tiler •. Tha.t uiora.l and religious duty which the Indebted proprietor wou1d discha.rge by giving 
110me portion of the laud, the Government interferes with a.nd sa.ys-" Ta.ke lessons of morality 
from us.· ~o not go to Shas~ras ?r Koran. Take mora.lity from us and repudia.te all your debts, 
&nd there we help you by legtslattve enactments." Tha.t has virtua.lly come to that. They will 

. ~ot be permitted to pay their debts even if they wished to do their duty towards money-lenders." 

· • _ ,- And ~n~ certain result of this. measure will be to depreciate the value of land· 
. .Security. Anything, which diminishes the landlord's rights of absolute ownership 
-over his land, will tend to. diminish the value of his property. Thus, then, the dilem· 

. ma is that special protective legislation is proposed in the interest of the agric.ultural 
.class because of its impoverished condition on the one hand while on the other its 
. . - ' 
impoverishment inc1·eases in proportion to the fall in the value of his property. The 
.evil of the existing poverty of the land-owning classes is not cured, while a new 
.evil in the shape o~ discontent, increased resourcelessness, which must arise from the 
.curtailment of their proprietary rights in land, is introduced. The wisdom of the 
wiseacre. may approve of the measure; but to the people of this country it is a. lam· 
.entable instance o+ tinkering and t~;nporising legislation. 

· . .The next resolu~on, moved by Miss Alison Garland, referred to reduction of the 
Indian Military expenditure by transferring the cost of a portion of British troops 

. .located in India from the Indian to. the British exchequer. Miss Garland had no 
difficulty in Bhowing that if before the Mutiny, the proportion of British Indian 

o:troops-a.nd it was raised in the years following the Mutiny-a time of great unrest
"Was from 1 to 21or Bengal and from 1 to 3 for Madras and Bombay, there was good 
-warrant for reducing that proportion after so. many years of peace, especially when 
recent experience has made it apparent that a considerable portion of the British 
·.troops in India can, without any· risk to the security of the country, be spared for 

· .service in other parts of the empire. The reduction of the British Army in India was 
.not proposed, but the relieving of. the Indian tax-payer by asking England to contri· 
.bute towards expenditure of that proportion of the Indian Army which was over and 
·.above the need of the country. · The demand is not only just but urgent, for it has a 
most vital bearing upon the financial problem, which is the pivot upon which turns 
the whole administratiorl of the country. We say that India cannot bear the burden of 
-what are called Home charges or of an increased and increasing Military expenditure . 

.. "The financial burden of India has increased, because there is no body in the Legisla.· 
. >tiveCouncil to watch our interests, because there is no check whatever upon the expen· 
.ding propensities of the Indian Government, and because the Military element, which 

, is most eager to· undertake· costly adventures in pursuit of glories, 'fanned by con· 
-quest-'s crimson wings,' h11.s captured the Indian Government and makes it do its bid-
-ding.·. In this there is nothing extraordinary .. Here, as elsewhere, those who spend can 

· ... never meaJ.i those who pay. No virtue is so cheap as the generosity which men are apt 
· to show wheu dealing with other people's money. The exchange rises, and the Gciv· 
, .ernmeni. with characteristic generosity, grant their English servants compensation 

Allowance out· of our·. pockets.· An ·unjust arid unnecessary war is waged with the 
• .Frontier tribes, and .even when a proposal comes up before Parliament or contri 
· butirig a portion of the cost of that I!lilitary wild goose chase-the Tirah Campaign
. from the British exchequer, our Government, ashamed to confess their poverty, de-

.. .cline the offer. And so we have the satisfaction of having a bankrupt India bleeding to 
·· .death under the crushing burden of an over-grown Military expenditure (which by the 

bye Lord Curzon has declined to reduce), and groaning under the weight of a taxation 
-which would seem to have reached its last limits~and India, restored indeed to 
peace and civilization under the shadow of the Pax Britannica., whose innumerable 
blessings may be read- · ... .. . 

II In the march 'of mind, 
In the steamship, in the railway, in the. thoughts that shape mankind," 

-but, in spit&. of these blessings, unable to find· sufficient food for its people in 
times of famine.and scarcity; and even in normal seasons presenting to the world the 
so.rry spectacle of millions of men condemned to eat the bread of sorrow and to. drink 

.. the water_ of af!liction-a.n India., i'n which the development of indigeno~s mdus· 



trtes is at a st-andstill, educatjon halts on Paisied feet, aud a number of -necessary re.' 
forms, ~uch for instance as the separation ol Executive and' Judicial function,s, or th~ 
establishment upon an adequate and effective .l;cale of a system of technical_ iustruc. _ 
tion, are not attended to because the money, which is rung from the Indian peasant,. 
is spent in discharging, amid the bleak and barren hills of the NorU1-West, the sacred 
task which, as a high authority tells us,- Providence has placed !lpon the shoulders 
of the British race. · · c •• · · · •• , • 

The growth o{ the Indian Military expeudiLure has become so perilous ~l:iat even 
some AnO'lo-Indian statesmen have sounded the note of alarm. ·.Sir Auckland Colvin 

0 . . 

has in very strong language condemned the existing system, and as a former Finance 
Minister of India his opinions deserve considerable weight, · Sir David Barbour, 
another Finance Minister, has shown how utterly impossible it is for .the Indian 
Finance Minister, or even the Viceroy, to be able to hold•out long against the spending 
propensities of the military element. With the exception of the Viceroy and the Finance 
Minister, ever·y member of the Government of India is inte-rested in spending, and . 
each of them naturally looks upon his own department as the one upon which most 
should be spent. The· Secretary of State cannot oheck it, because he himself is . 
surrounded by some fifteen or sixteen wise men from the_ East, who, whatever they_ 
might have learnt in India, could not have learnt to be economical with other men's 
money, and whose official predilections disqualify them to look at our financial posi; 
tion f1·om our poiilt of view. As for the British Parliament, it can exercise no effect-- • 
ive control upon the Indian expenditure, so long as the Indian question does not de-. 
cide the fate of its ministries, whtch it will not do in the lifetime of the youngest of 
us. But even the-British Parliament is not always a dispassionate judge of Indian 
questions. There are commercial and financial interests which the British elector 
does not often hesitate to promote at th~ cost of India.; We saw_ the other, day how, 
in regard -to the cotton duties, at the threat of Lancashire, the'· mandate 'theory 
forced the hand of a weak-kneed Viceroy. And only yesterday, up6n the Sugal' Duty 
Act, ·what a storm was raised in England; and it would cm;tainly. have been disallowed, 
or perhaps would never have passed-as is apparent from the fact that only a short.· 
time ago the Government of India had declined to entertain the proposal-if there 
bad not come to the front certain matters, not in any way ·connecteQ. with -India, 
which induced the Home Government to support.the measure. In the debate which· 
took place in Parliament upon the subject, M1·. Chamberlain, in a. tone ofinte1·national 
sympathy not very usual with him, made certain observations which explain the-.. 
situation in which this country stands with regard to England, and which deserve 
being quoted here: , . ; _ , __ · i . , :· 

"My fear is that there is a tendency on the part of some hon'ble gentlemE>n to retuPn to that-. 
mercantile system which was the curse of our colonial empire. It was that syste~ which lost us the' 
United States of AmPrica and estranged from us many of our_ most promising colonies. . And what
was that mercantile system? It wa~ that the interests of our colonies should be subordinated and 
put on one side in favour of the interests of Britl~h consumers and producers •. It Is based on th&-" 
oubordiuatlon of .Colonial interests and opinions to. British interests and opinions,· and it seems" 
now that there are persons who hold that the interests of the East Indies, of the West Indies, or 
Mauritius and Queensland, are comparatively of no importance; that the .local ·opinion of these , 
places is to be sneered at; and when the planters say they are going to be ruined, they are to be told. 
they do not know what they are talk in~ about and are making fortunes as hard as they can go." . 

Every word of th_ese observations is true in the case of India. Her intersts a~e · 
subordinated to those of the ruling class. Any proj>osal that tends to the reduc: 
tion of our Military expenditure is looked upon as an attack upon the vested interests
of a powerful body of Englishmen, and it is therefore no wonder if, in spite of the. 
obvious justice and reasonableness of our demand, no heed is paid to it. ·And yet 
what Miss Ga~land said was nothing more nor less than what had been said by more· 
than one English statesman, and by none perhaps more forcibly than by Lord Salis
bur~ when, .as Lord Cranbourne, he was in charge of the Indian Department : "I do
not hke India to be looked upon as an English barrack in the oriental seas, from. 
which we may draw any number of troops without paying for thelll-. It is bad for 
Eng lao~ b~ause it is alw~ys bad for us not to have a check upon the temptation' to 
engage Ill little wars wh1eh can only be controlled by the necessity of paying for· 
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them. If this. garrison which we keep ln India is, as all authorities assure us neces-
.·_ sary .for m~in_ta.ining that country in security and peace, that garrison ought not to

be rashly d1m1mshed. If, on the other hand, it is too large and India can for any 
length of time conveniently spare these troops, then the Indian population ou<>'ht 
not to be so unnecessarily taxed." Thus fortified with the rule !aid down by r:rd 
Salisbury, Miss Garland observed:- · • · 

~· We ~imply say that it has been proved at such a tim~ as this that a number of troops can-
. safe1y be wtthdrawn from India, and if it can be done in safety when the British GoYet·nment is in 
; the state that it is at present, hO\V much safer can that loe when the whole Empire is in a state of 

peace. For the futm·e we can make a strong claim_ upoil the Government to permanently reduc& 
the Military stt•ength in this country, and by so doing they will save enough money to carry out 
some of those most necessary and pressing reforms that you have beeu speaking about this morn· · 

· lng (l'hllei'S). I und<;,rstand that &ven reducing the strength of the European army in India by 
11,000 inen, would be a saving of H crores of rupees." . . , 

She concluded her speech with a word of hope and good cheer: 
• "I have come here to s~e what you are doing in India for yourselves. Perhaps as a woman
for the first time you have allowed a woman to address you from the British .Committee-von will 
allow me to say that~ hope you .will educate your women In India,(clieers). If you were to· ask me 
what we~re the most enlightened and the happiest nations and most progressive nations in all the 
world,- I should say that they are those nations that allow' their women the greatest alJl.out of edu• 
c"ation and the greatest amount of liberty (checi'S). I· have only to mention to you that we take· 
a. ke~n interest in your welfare. We never forget to ask each o~her "how are the women in India 
11'ettiug on'' <cheers). I have one more ·word to say to you before I conclude. ' I assure you all of the 
sympathy .of many of us with _all your j11st aspirations here. Just one 1veek before I left' England 
I had an interview with Lord Ripon (clw:us). I was telling him about my visit to this country, and 
how I was to boa delegate from the British Committee to the National Congress, and I asked Lord 
Ripon 'cannot you give me a message.to the Congress.' I knew you would tal<e it well and be
did give me such a mess"g"e. He said #tell them or· my warm sympathy for the people of India 
(three chcfJI'S .foT Lori!. Ripon tven; cnr~·ie<! amid.<t loud ncclwnation) and of the deep and continued 
interest I take In their welfare.. Tell them of the very friendly recollection I have of the. kindly 

-feelings they entertained for me . )When I was there' (cheer.•'· I might also add bow verv kindly 
I.ady l'l.ipon spoke of the way in_ whi~h you gave them a. hearty farewell when they left this country. 
1 have to conclude and I will do so by telling you wl\at imrepssion this Congress bas made upon 
me personally. I have come out here to see this vast concourse of people that are assembled from 
·au part~ of India discussing questions of high political importance and all in one language for the 
most part and that in my own mother tongue (cllcc-rs'. We have a proud boast among ourselves 

·that wherever the Eogli•h language goes, it carries with it seeds of freedom and justice ( chee?·s). 
·we at least hope that wherever people speak our tongue they will ,lie people that will have the full 
• measure of freedom aod justice ((!/leer.•)· We have that froodom at the present trine and befot·e long, 
. jf you continue on the very moderate and. steady lines that you are continuing at present, I feel 
·_ sure that hope will be realized.:: · 

·· The resolution having been seconded in a very able speech by the Hon'ble Babu 
Baikuntha. Nath Sen, and supported b~ Mr. Phansalkar of Bombay, PanditHari Ram 

'Pandey of the N .• w .. p;~and Pa.ndit Gyneshwar Shastri of Oudb, was put ~o the vote 
. and paso;ed unanimously. . . 
.· , · 'l'he next ,resolution on the Indian Currency question was moved by Mr. D. E. 
Watcha ln a speech which must bet·ead in full by any one who wishes to appreciate 
and understand the closely reasoned arguments, couched in luminous and vigorous. 

·English, upon one of .the most abstruse branches of Indian economics:-
·~The currency ~meas~res of the Government," 'observed Mr. vy-atcha, ~"·have

from the very outset met with universal opposition from the people. As I have said 
over and over again the cry for a gold c~rrency is the cry of the official classes, who
wanted their exchange compensation allowance, and of a handful of interested foreign 
traders." 
" · Ite:ferring to the inipolicy of a ·gold currency for India, the speaker went on : 

•• Rightly understood, tbe problem means that the use of gold should be avioded, and the metal 
which Is most suitable, and which had greatly augment~d India's prosperity, should be extensively 
utilised. The Government from the very first committed two huge fallacies: (1) that the rupee had 
tal fen in value, and (2) that the currency was redundant. It fondly imagined that by licking 

. India's currency system with that of England It would stimulate the flow of gold> into tbis country 
That i.e the delusion and I regret to ha.,e to observe that the latest sharer in that delusion Is . our 

_ Viceroy. In winding up the deha_te bn tbe gold currency in September last, Lord Curzon, w1th " 
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t inf t tion Partly inspired no doubt •by. tbe surrounding bureaucracy, which fattens on . ..., range a ua , . • 1 'th th · 
exchange compensation allowance, and partly by hie own. too unperfec• acqua. ntance ~~ ••. 
most intricate subject (hear, hear), pictured to us In magnlloquen~ words, Of which he 18 such. a 

te the bright visions which his currency measure would enable the people to realise. · Induio 
masldrbe, · erich beyond the drea.m·s- of avarice (!augh.te•·) •. It bas only to establish a stable. 
wou com I . h t t' t f . r· -currency and gold willllow in millions from all gold•produoing oountr es w1t ou s tnt o ert1 ~~e 
this proverty-strickeo land and make every miyet in the country pro~perous, not to May aught of 
cth h piness of those semi-starved, numbering some fifty millions, who now ga yea1· in and yea•• i; 

ou~ w~!'hout one full meal a day (hea1·, h.eur). Let us· all entertain the hope that thie :sanguine ex
pectation of our golden-visioned Viceroy may be realised; and that before be lays d~~n his exalt:ed 

ffi ·e four years hence he may have the satisfaction to see this .)and of~perpetnal m1sery and .d•.g.. .. 
0C I d • Q tt ·· .content converted Into an El<lol'ailo, bringing contentment an ha.ppmess at every oor. , , . 

Cominoo to the second part of the resolution, the speaker dealt with some of the 
manifest e~ils which are certain to arise from the operation of the n.ew measure. ~ · 

"Apart from , the prodncers, there ie a large section of the poorer population whose small sav
ings consist of silver trinkets. When we take their aggregate value into consideration, no doubt 
it comes to millions of Rupees, But when we divi/le these millions by ~he number. 'of the popula.-. 
i.ion, the quotient is ihdeed yel!y small.· It comes to an insignilicanh sum of 5 '? :6 annas per head ! • 
'This is the saving in silver boarded over a period of fifty years! Now tho •Silver of these was . 
undoubtedly sold at any time in the ba~ar at the rate of a Rupee per tola. What is the price of 
silver now? It does not go beyond 10 or 11 annas per tola. So that pl!&ctica.lly thel!e is a loss of at 
least live ann as. A silver trinket, say, a bangle· worth 10 Rupees before the closure of the mints, 
is now worth only 6t Rupees. , in reality; by one cruel stroke of the pen of our :currency quacks, · 
the silver value of the hoardings of the masses bas been diminished by 40 to 50 per cent! Is th.at 
no injury to the poorest?" • · ' 

The resolution having been properly seconded, was carried. unanimonsly.~ Dr. 
Neel Ratan Sarkar of Bengal moved the fifth resolution, regarding the separation of 
Military and Civil Medical Services, which, having been seconded in a short speech by · 
Dr.·T. R. Nair of Madras, was pa.ssed Unanimously. · - · 

On the third day of the Congres!; session, Mr. S. B. Ebata of Bombay moved the 
resolution regarding the Foreign Telegraphic Press Messages Bill, eJ?ctering a strong 
protest against its impolicy and exposing the class character of the ·proposed legisla
tion. Kazi Rayazuddin Ahmed seconded the resolution in an Urdu speech, and it was. 
unanimously adopted by the Congress. Next rose the Hon'ble Babu Surendra Nath 
B~erji, whose fervid and copious eloquence have given him a unique 'position among 
Indian orators 6f our time, to move the resolution regarding the Calcutta Municipal 

, Act. 
The opening passage of his speech is magnificent eloql}ence, and we make no a pol, 

-ogy in quoting it here:- ' · 
"Sir, when last year we met in Congsess in the town of Madras, we ventured to express the hope 

that it might be our privilege t.o associate the name and fame of Lord Curzon with th!l.reversal of 
that policy of repression and reaction which is now in the ascendant in tb.e Councils of . the Empire. 
I cannot say that that hope has been realiserl. - ram bound to say that that hope ·has not been 
realised. For within the last twelve months we have had two notable illnstratione of this policy of 
repression in the enactment of the Calcutta Municipal Bill and iq the introduction into the Legis
lative Council of Bombay of a measure which will emasculate the principle or local self-govern· 
ment in Lhe towns of Westet•n India {hea•·, hear). But, Sir, I think I speak the sense of this great 
Congress, the sens~ of the representatives of educated India, when I say tha~ we distinctly declilit' 
·to associate Lord Cul'Zon with that policy which our conscience has disapproved an<l our judgment 
condemned (liear, hea•·). In free and constitutional conntries the sovereign stands isolated and 
apart from the conflict of parties and the bitterness of feelings whicb these conflicts awaken. The 
-sovweign belongs to no party, Is identified. with no class interest (lu;ar, lieru·), the ·sovereign stands 
high above all parties, the jarring. note of party-strife does not reach hls ears (chee1·s), F~om his 
exalted position, animated by that inspiration which such a position cannot fail to impart he 
holds the scales e~~nly and dis~enses impa•·:ia~ ju~tice between man and man and party and ;arty 
(cheers). The pos1t1on of the Vtoeroy of Ind1a IS d1fferent. As the representative of the •soverei · 
he Is the fountain of mercy, the repository of honour, the dispenser of justice (he<tl' hear) but thgn, 

h 'd h' h H . • , ere is al.so a not er s1 e to 1s c. arac;ter.. e ts t~e.fi•·•t, the most trn_sted, the highest, the most responsible 
?'ln1~ter of the crown {rheeis), d1rectmg, gmdmg an~ controlling the policy- of the ·State, infu•ing 
mto 1t a large-hearted benevolence, relaxing the rtgour of our cast·iron system accentu t' 

• d h I h f · 1 a mg, deepenuog an stre.ngt eo ng t ose orces wh1ch make for progress and which, though their caree•· 
might be ~mporarlly ar~ested, al!e bound to assert themselves in this world of God's provideqce, 
for a~l ~h'n.gs tend stead1ly, though ~lowly, towards the approximation of that perfection which Is 
the d!vme.Jdeai {cheers). We recog~1~e the dual character of the Viceroy as the representative of 
·the sovereign,_ and also as the first mlnJster of the crown. We are fully alive to the· peculiarity ofthe 
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~ituation.' All the same we decline, distinctly decline on your behalf, to associate him with that 
policy which this resolution condemns. For, as the representative of the sovereign, it wl.ll be our 
-duty later on .to approach him for the redress of that grievance of which we complain in this reso

. lution. We dissociate him from that polic7, we separate the man from the ruler (hear, hectl"), the 
statesman from the politician, for we cannot bring oilrselves to.believe that a ruler so sympathetic 
in his utt.erances, so generous, so large-hearted in his views, so keenly appreciative of the situa
tion, will countenance a policy opposed. to the best traditions of British ru Ie, repugnant to all that 

·· is highest, .noblest and truest in British statesmanship. For the echoes of his great speeeh are 
iltill ringing in our ears, that speech which he delivered to an assembly of the Taluqdars of Oudh. 
Read that speech, contrast that speech with the policy. The speech, how noble, how generous, 
how sympathetic; the policy, how·narrow, how illiberal, how un-English." 

After dwelling upon the reactionary spirit which for the present seems to have 
. ()Vertaken the Indian Government, Mr. Bannerji had no difficulty in showing that in 
. adopting an illiberal policy, regarding Local Self-government, the Indian Govern

ment had ignored the deep political instincts of the Indian people. 
'' Si~, local self-government is the gift of otr rulers, but it is in entire accot•d with those deep

ileated instincts which are fostered by theJPanchayet system and by our village communities: 
'The.e village communities, as you, Sir, reminded us the other day in your presidential speech, 1 
carry the mind back to the dawn of human civilisation, when the ancestors of the self-governing na
tions of the earth at the present moment were roaming in the primitive forests in a state of primitive 
simplicity. The antiquity of this institution cannot be called in question. To them was accorded 
a measure of self-government which the British Government has not thought fit to confer upon the 
Municipalities of Bt-itiah India: They not only looked after the sanitation and conservancy of 
the villages concerned, but they adrdnistered justice and controlled the police. Therefore thoie 
·village communities were complete self-governing units. My point is this-that we enjoyed in 
ancient India a much larger measure of self-government than what the British Government has 
.given. to us, and even what wa~ given to us is to be taken away froll! us." · 

4 ' • • 

" I am afraid," went on the speaker, " there is no renewal of confidence, no Interchange of opinion 
.between the rulers and the ruled. I a.m afraid both the rulers and tbe ruled .stand Isolated and 
-apart in grim and solemn silence. The gulf is. widening. That which ought to be regarded as the 
proudest memorial of British rule is considered to be a grievance; that educat.ed natives of India 
iihould claim equality in political rights with Englishmen can onli> be due to the education which 
the English have been instrumental in introducing into our midst, which constitutes the noblest 
achievement of British Rule in. India (cheers). Our rulers seem to think differently. There is 
.reaction in their policy, reaction In opinion, reaction along the entire line, reaction· is the order 
of the day. But those great and illustrious •men who founded the Anglo' Indian Empire, who pre
served and consolidated it, were anlmat.ed by different motives." 

Aftef a speech in. !Ji~dustani fr~m Mr. Nazil:uddin Kumruddin of Bombay, the 
resolution was paSsed.' 

Mr. Kali Charan Bannerji, in a speech of remarkable cogency, clearness and 
vigour, moved the resolution protesting against prohibition of Teachers of Aided 
Institutions .from taking part in politics, and among the many evils of the said 

•· Uleasure, ·be pointed out one in particular in these words of real .force and con-
.. ~ction_;~,· -< --. , ; ' •· · · 

., · . ''You will hav11 perceived from the rules that l read out to you, th&t they are to be disqualified, 
so to speak, for the service of their country through the Congress, unless they obtain a permit or · 
(lerti:licate from ~he Director of Public Inst•·uction. Ma.rk the position. The sons and, I may a.dd, 
the daughters· or India shall not be free to serve their country, unless they had a. permit from the 
·Director of Publk "Instruction (shame). • What is to be the effect of all this? There are these 
-teachers employed in-these private institutions. Just think "of the dilemma into which they shall 
be driven when these rules come to be enforced, as they are expected to be enforced a few months 

·hence. On the one hand they realize the duty, the paramount duty, that is incumbent upon them 
to serve the country through the Congress, because it is nearest to their heart. They have been 
labOt·ing for this cause hitherto imd now they are to be overtaken, so to spea.k, by an order which 
should either wrench -them from the Congress or wrench them from the youths •whose instruction 

•they have taken in ·hand. They cannot continue to teach the'!' in the institutions with which they 
a.re now connected and at the same time join us in our deliberations, when we meet together as the 
National Congress." · 

After several speeches from representative men from Madras, Allahabad and 
· Lucknow; the resolution was carried unanimously. · 

The next resolution was regarding the Abkari reform and was moved by G. C . 
. l.fitter of Cawnpore in a very able and elaborate speech. Referring to the steady in
crease in 1;he ,Abkari revenues, the speaker gave certain figures which are most 
.instructive, and we therefore quote the following passage from the speech:-
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II Allow me, gentlemen, to place befot-e yc;nl certa.In.ligu,res showing the gros~ E:>:cise _R_llvenue ()f' 

some part!l oflndia. . . ·. · ·· > • • . . ·'' • ' ·· · · · · . ; • · ·' 

. 1_ Take the figures for the 1\la.dra.s Presidency fo~ the last su: years. .12.
7

_
74 

lakhs., . 
, In 1893-18114 the gross revenue was . •'· ·• ..... '., . , ..• "' 136·30 ' " ., ',. '. 

, 1894-1895 .,.. • ''" 1 • ·'·'·" -····r 
142

.
89 , 1895-1896 . • .. .., •• , • . , .. •. ...... ..147·87. " 

,, 1896-}897 .. .._, ..-•••1..•. -, •:--.•~•• \.• .!--!•"'_'!';__ H!' .;# . 
.. 1897-1898 . "'.. • .. •. . , • .. • . 145•01 . " . . ' 

2• The Excise Hevenue of the Bomb.ay Presidency, even at the time when ~the_ country. w.a~ 
under tbe scourge of plague and famine, waa 102 lakhs.· : • ., • . :· · ·· · · . .·. . . · . · . ' · . 

3. Again, with regard to the financial results of ExClse ~dm~nlstrat~on in the ~unjab, as. a .. 
wbole, the avera.ga yearly net t•evenue during each of the trtenmal pertods _succ';6dtng 18_86 has. 
been as follows:- · ' · 

1s8fi-1889 . . . . . . . ·; • ; .. ·· · Rs.- ··IS,79,807 · 
18~9-1892 ... ' . . ..... . ..... - . • . •... .... • . .. . 16,35,879 
189~-1895 ,._... .... . .... .,._. -.~; 18,73,105 " 
1895-1898 ,. .. • . .. • , 21,20,882 . 

Tho remarks of His Eonor the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab on 'this gigantic increase in 
the Excise Revenue run thus :-His Eonor says, ·"In no department of Government has the 

t specialisation of administrative effort been attended with more ma:rked financial success than in 
the Excise Department, and the Lieutenant-Governor t~usts that all younger offieers will form th~ 
first endeavour to t'ake au interest in this branch of their duties, a_nd thus ensure a continuance of 
the progress so noticeable in re<;ent years." · It is therefore not a matter of astonishment to find . 
that the number of licensed shops for tha retail sale of Intoxicants and n11-rcotics In British Jndla ·· 
is a'>out 115,000; and that the net Excise and Customs Revenues on liquors and d_rugs consumed in 
India has considerably increased during the past '24 years, from 18~4 to 1898. In 1874, the pet 
amount was Rs. 26,33,000; and in 1898, it rose toRs. 60,91,000, and were you to estimate -the totar • 
amount spent by tbe peopll) of India during these years, It will oome up toRs. 444,40,000. Tbls " 
enormous expenditure has told considerably upon the well-being of the people at large, and has 
been a direct cause of their po,·erty.". 

Mr. Naidu of Madras, Miss Garland and Pandit Ratan Nath Kaul of Fyzabad 
made excellent speeches in support of .the resolution, and from the last speaker's. 
speech, which . was in Urdufand was. very tp.uch appreciated by the audience, we
quote the following passage which may be found interesting:- . 

"Gentlemen, good government and political reform cab make progress only when its people are· 
temperate In habits and moral in character a.nd' nothing like ' success ' in these matters can ever- · 
be attained unless our own habits and characters are moulded and· shaped In the manner aforesaid. 
Admitting that the Government derives some Income from a source which Is condemned as immoral 
almost by every religion and creed, it will not be impertinent on my part to say that it -i& better to
suffer the loss than sacrifice the peace of a country. ·Any Government having for its aim the good 
administration of its people and •the decrease of poverty among its subjects, is in duty bound to-

-stop and regulate the nefal'ious traffic of drink, and it is only those ·who want to uproot it i4at can 
. with justice be called the true well-wishers of Government and not a horde of thll anti-Congress··.
ists. And.I have the greatest pleasure in telling you,· gentlemen, 'that the Government itself· has
sided with uli In this matter. Consider their Excellencies the Viceroy and the Commander-In-Chief,.· 
and other great pillars of tbe Government of India, associating themselves In the work and organ~ 
izatton of the Army Temperance Associations scattered throughout the country, yea., aven en-
couraging them and presiding in temperance meetings (cheers). They exhort the soldiers to ab
stain from the bablt of drink, deliver speeches and distribute medals to the abstainers, It Is the 
English officials themselves who have proved beyond the shadow of 11 do~bt that in· compa.rlson 
with the abstemious, people addicated to drink commit twice, nay, even three or four times the· 
number of crlmes,1and it is due only to the exertions of the British Governmeut that at present out 
of 70,000 English soldiers loca.ted in India, 24,000 are • total abstainers ( chee1·s). But mark the dif
ference : on one side the Gospel of Temperance preached •to the English soldiery by their Ex-· 
cellencies the Vice. Regent of Her Gracious Majesty and the Commander-in·Chief of Her :armies
in India, from the Olympian heights of Simla ; on the other hand, the attempts of the District 
Officers to raise the Excise Revenue of the Government." 

An Urdu speech by Babu Ram Parshad of Allahabad bro~ght the dis~ussion to a. 
close and the resolution was passed unanimously. 

On the fourth and last day of the session the resolution regarding the constitu-
tion of the Congress was passed. The need of a constitution for the Congress had 
long bef'n felt, but for several years the committees appointed· to consider the matter 
and to suggest some solution_ of it did not seem to arrive at anypracti~al result. At 
the Lucknow session of the Cengress the delegates seemed to be determined to come
to some definite ?ecision _of the question. The rules adopt~d by the Congress, al
though characterised by no great originality and only of a tentative nature, are yet. 
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. detini..te orieughfor all practical purposes,.and are elastic enough :to be modified at 
the suggestion of futuro experience without giving rise to the necessity of being 
sul;>jected to any r'adical alteration. The chief feat1;1re of the measure that has been 

; adopted is that a. committee, styled the Indian Congress Committee, consisting of 
forty: five members elected, by the Con·gress, forty of whom have been elected upon 
the recomendations of the different provincial committees, has been formed to manage 
the a:tl'ai.cs of the Congress. for the current year, and has been furnished. with a paid 
·Assistant Secretary.·· This committee has to meet a certain number of times to trans· 
act b!lsiness before the next meeting of the Congress. 

· .. The question of famines and how to prevent them was very ably discusser! oy 
·Mr. R.N. Madholkar, whose simple, direct and practical oratory has its own charms, 

· a.nd by Pandit Madhan Mohan Malvaya, whose impassioned speeches,. delivered in 
melodious tone, the public of these Provinces have long ago learnt to admire. Re· 
garding the causes of Indian famines the following extract from Mr. Madholkar's 
speech is both instructive and interesting:-· 

''Gentlemen, our grateful acknowledgments are due to the Government for the most earnest 
· and sincere endeavours they an, malting for the protection of life. But that:is not everything. We 

do make our gra.teful acknowledgments for what has 0been done and for what the Government Is 
doing now. But on this occasi_on it is our imperative duty, duty to ourselve•, duty to the Govern. 
ment under wh.i~h we live, and duty to the country in1vhich we live, that on this occasion we should 
prominently draw their attention io the causes of such famines, and· ask them to set themselves 
earnestly to remove all thosacau!ll'ls. The cause of the· famine of course, some people say with 
more wit than truthfulness, is the failure of rainfall. Eve~ a. fool knows that. What we want tG 

· know h, why is it that on the slightest deficiency of rainfall, the people of this_gountry succ•1mb at 
· once and go down in thousands and hundreds of thousands ? · They are living under the most 
benign Government, and it is a most curious thing that even under that Government they have no 
~taying power which will enable them to hold on for one or two years. The reason for this I shall 
quote to you, not from the words of any Congress man or any blatent politician, but from the res
pons! ble deli veraoce of sucli a body as. th~ Famine Commission : · !It 

" At the roo\ of much of the poverty of the people of India anll of the risk which they are ex· 
posed to io seasons of scarcity lies the unfortunate circumstance,·. that agi'iculture forms almost 

_the sole ·occupation of the ma.ss of the population, and. that no remedy fot• present evih can be 
complete, which does 110t include the introduction of a diversity of occupations through which the 
surplus population may be drawn from agricultural pursuits and led to earn the means of subsis·· 
_tence in manuf~tures or some such employments.'' (Tile Report of the Famine Commillsion, Vol. 11,· 
paue 175,) : , : L \ . 

_,. · Further on it says :...- ' . 
:,,·A main cause of the disastrous oonse'luences of Indilltt Famines, and one of the greatesb 

· dimculties in the way of prom~ting relief in an effectual shape, is to be found in the fact that the 
great mass of .the popula ·.ton directly depends on agricultnre, and that there is oo other Industry 
from .which any cottsiderable part of the community derives its support. The failure of the usual 
rain thus deprives the labouring clase, as a'whole, not only of _the ordinary supplies of food ob• 
tainable at nricesiVitliin their reach, but also of the sole employment by which they ca.o earn the· 
mean& ofp;ocuring it." ·· · 

:· Following Mr. Ma.dholka~, Mr. Malvaya put the matter with equal clearness and 
force and we quote a few sentences from him too:--

., "What is it that prevents the Government of this country from driving out the .famine 
· ,practically Jrom India, as it has been driven practically from other civilized countries, which 
. have no't snoh lin excellent service there as we have the good fortune, to possess. There must be 

some reason, gentlemen •. It, is not the service which is to blame, but it is the system which is to 
'blame· (hear, hea>·). ·The pity, the great pity, the .deplorable pity of it is that notwithstanding 
th" ·matter has been so often brought before the Gove~nment, the true ·remedy has ne>er yet been 

· seriOllsly thought of being applied. Gentlemen, the question that you have before you to-day is 
tbat of famine occurring repeatedly; and the remedy that you point out briefly in this resolutiOii 
is that the condition of tile cultivating classes mu~t be improved. Gentlemen, remember it Is no 
use my repeating to you that 4/lj of the population of this country depends upon agriculture. 
Now; the condition of agriculture cannot be improved unless the Government take good care to 

· consider what is necessary to improve that condition. · .There are two aspects of the question: the 
Go•·ernment revenue demand, ·and then fixity oi·~nure to the cultivating. classes. With regard to 
the lirst, gentlemen, we have repeatedly expressed our conviction th.at permanent settlement should 
be tilxtendell to all those parts of India where it does not obtain (cheers). With regard to the 
second, we have also expressed our deep conviction that a fixity of tenure should be secured to 
the e'ulth·ating classes, so that they may be better able to bear the rigours of famine when it-
shoulll approach then..'; · 
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At the close of his speech he dwelt upon the introduction or revival of native 
arts and industries and effective system of technical instruction 1'or the people as 
among the principal remedies for the dire calamity from, which the country suffers 
from time to time. · · · ; ' · · ' · 

That long budget of many of our cries and grievances, known as the omnibus re
solution, was dealt with by Munshi Mohamed Sajjad Husain of Luckuow, Editor of the 
Oudll Punch, in a speech full of power, humour, wit and pathos, and he was followed 
by several speakers who dealt with the resolution .from different standpoints. There
solutions regarding certain measures of the Government of India gagging the Press 
in the Native States, aud the necessity of having a sound system of technical educa
tion for the people, were next discussed and passed. Iri connection with the subject
matter of the latter resolution, the whole Congress Assembly expressed with the 
greatest enthusiasm its grateful appreciation of the patriotic and munificent gift of 
Mr. Tata for the promotion of higher scientific education and research. As no as• 
sembly of men is without its funny men, in the Congress, too, we had a gentleman who. 
raised his voice of protest against that portion of the resolution regarding technical 
-education, in which Mr. Tata's name was gratefully mentioned, for the very excellent 
reason that "without giving any reason whatever I move this amendment;" and 
.consequently, when the resolution was put to the vote, only one disdainful hand was ., 
seen waving against it. 

The usual but impor.tant resolution dgarding the .;raising of. funds for the ex. 
penses of "India" and the En~ish Agency was passed oli the motion of Babu 
Surendra Nath Banerji, whose stirring appeal to the audience resulted in about Rs. 
3,000 being subscribed on the. spot, and the whole assembly marked with deep 
.appreciation and gratification the fact that one ·of the subscribers was the English 
lady who reported proceedings for the Pio~eer.. . . . , • . 

· Se~eral ~esolutions deaU,ng with local gdevances of different Pro\·inces were put 
from the chJtir and passed. The whole assembly expressed its warmest thanks to 
Mr. Hume, Mr. Nouroji and all the other members of the British Committee for the 
good work they have done and are doing for India, under Vilry trying circumstances 
and at a time when Lord George Hamilton represents the Indian' Government and 
Parliament is occupied in making bricks without straw for the purp~se of empire

. building ~1,1 other parts .. of the globe. But so long as we have bra\·e and patriotic 
workers ltke Mr .. NourOJl, and earnest and dauntless champions like Sir William Wed
derburn, _Mr. Caine, and that awakener and kindler in India of all that is progressive 
.and destmed to endure-Mr. Allan Hume-of whom we may say with truth that 

"He saw distant gates of Eden gleam, 
And did not dream it was a dream·" . . ' 

so long as the National Congress has the conscience and the intellect of some of the 
noblest sons of India and England on its side, our cause is secure and with it th 
future of a great Empire is also secure; for whenever the day of fr~ition dawns f ~ 
our hopes an~ aspirations, -t~e glory of it will belong to the justice, the benevolenc: 
and the presmence of the rulmg race. ' 

• 
A vote of thanks to the distinguished Chairman, carried with acclamation and a· 

graceful speech from him brought the proceedings of the fifteenth Sessio~ of the 
Congress to a close. · ·· . 

On the generous and ~atriotic inv~tation of Rai' Saheb Lala Murii Dhar of 
U mb~, made on. behalf. of h1m~elf and his Punjab friends, the Congress re;;olved to 
ilold Its next sessiOn durmg Christmas at Lahore. 
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HELD ON 

!'§HE :!71J1H, !81J1H, ~IIIJlH AND 301J1H DEGEMBEit 181111, 

RESOLUTION :1., 
. . Resolved-That this Congress notices with satisfaction the support of pub· 

lie opinion, both in England and in India, which the question of the separation of the 
judicial from the executive functions in the administration of justice has received ; 
. and this Congress, while thanking Lord Hobhouse, Sir Richard Garth, f?ir Richard 
Couch, Sir Charles Sergeant, Sir William Markby, Sir John Budd Phear, Sir John 
Scott, Sir Roland K. Wilson, Mr. Herbert J. Reynolds, and Sir William Wedderburn 
for presenting a petition to the Secretary of Sta.te in Council to effect the much· 
needed sepa.ra.tion, earnestly hopes the Government of India will give their earliest 

· oattention to the petition, which has been forwarded to them, and will take pra.ctical 
. oawps for speedily ca.rrying out this much-needed reform. 

· RESOLUtiON II. 

Separation 
ol Judicial 

from 
Executive 
Functions . 

Resolved_;_(a) That this Congress regrets _the introduction into the Supreme Punjab 
Legislative Council of a Bill to amend the Law relating to agricultural land in the ~!~~nAN~i. 
Punjab, with a view to restrict< alienation of land as proposed. in the Bill by sale or 
mortgage, which is calculated (1) to decrease the credit. ·of the agriculturists and 
landholders, (2) to make them more resourceless on account of their inability to meet 
the ever-increasirig State demands upon their land; ~nd.this Congress is of opinion 

'·that the provision to give retrospec~ive effect ,to the_ Bill is inequitable and unfair. 
. ' I. • c . I ~ . 

· (b) That this Congress recommends that real relief be afforded to 
the cultivating classes in the following 'way : that where the Government is the rent· 

. receiver · the rule proposed hi" 1882, · prohibiting any enhancement except on the 
I - . - • 

.. ground of rise in prices, be enforced, .and that where :pr1vate landlords are the rent-
. receivers, some provisionto prohibit undue enhancement ef rent be made. 

. , · ., . (c) This Congr~ss further resolves that a Committee consisting of 
· -thePresident, Mr. Jaishi Ra.m, Mr. N. Gupta., Mr. Wacha, Munshi Ma.dho Lal, Mr. 

· ; Madhulkar and· Mr. Ikba.l Shanker be appointed and empowered to submit a. re· 
presentation to the Govern.rilent, pointing out the unsuitable nature of many of the 
provisions of the BilL .. · · · ' , 

RESOLUtiON III. 
~ . .. ' . 

Resolved-That whereas it is considered safe a.nd prudent to withdraw large Transfer of 
bodies of British troops for service outside the statutory limits of India., this Con· the cost of a 
gress is of opinion that the time has· come when the Indian ta.x-pa.yer should be P~~f~i~~f 
granted some relief out of the British Exchequer towards the cost of mainta.ining in Troops. 
India. so large a. force of European soldiers. This Congress sees no objection to the 
loca.tion of British troops in India. as a reserve force for the whole of the British 
Empire, but is of opinion that tlie time has come for the transfer of the cost of 
20,000 British troops from the Indian to the British Exchequer. 

RESOLUtiON IV. 

Besolved-(a) Tba.t, having rega.rd to the fact that the principal cause of the The Indla11 · 
loss by Exchange is the steady growth of the demand on the Indian Exchequer for Qcurrency 
-expenditure in England, this Congress regrets the introduction of a gold standard in uestJon. 
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India on the recommendation of the Currency Committee foi· the purpose of prevent• 
ing loss by exchange, and is of opinion that the new measure is calculated to increase 
the gold obligations of India. · ' · · . ' I ~ .. ., ~- · • • · ' · ·_;· · · · : · ., • • '" • -~ ·-

I :: • t ~ ~ I t .. 

(1.>) That this· Congress is_ .further of._ opinion :.that the· decision 
accepted by the Government will in effect add to the indebtedness of the poorer 
classes in India, depreciate the value of their savings in the shape of silver orna-
ments, and virtually add to their rents and taxes. . .. . , · · 

. , (c) Tl1at this C~n~ress is further. ~f opini~n tb~t the decision ac
cepted by the Q-overnment is likely to be prejud~ial to the indigenous manufactures. 
~ilieoom~ · , 

RESOLUTION V. 

separation · Resolved-:-That this Congre~s is of opinion that the union of the Military and 
of Mili~a~y Civil Medical Services is extravagant, inconvenient and prejudicial to the interests of 
and Clvll ll h 1' d . 1 th . . 't f th Medical the Government as we as of t e peop e, an strong y urges e necess1 y o e sa-
Service. paration of the two services by the creation of a distinct Civil Medical Department-

recruited by open simultaneous competition in Engla~d and India._ , · 

- ·RESOLUTION VJ. .. . 

o.. M Resolved-That it 'is the opinion of this Congress that- the .principle em-
~. l-ess es- · 
sages Bill. bodied in the Foreign Telegraphic Press Messages Bill, now pending before the-

Supreme Legislative Council, is opposed to the policy followed by the British Govern-· 
mont in India as to the unrestricted dissemination of useful knowledge and informa~ 
tion, and that no adequate necessity is shown to exist for the passing of the· proposed 
measure in British India. " · · · • 

• - .RESOLUTION VU . .. 
' 

• Calcutta Resolved-'l'hat this Congress e,xpresses its disapproval of the reactionary . 
Municipal policy, subversive of local self-government, evidenced by the passing of the Calcutta 

Act. Municipill Act, and by the introduction into the Legislative Council of Bombay of a 
similar measure which will have the effect of seriously jeopardising the principles of' 

• local self-government. · 

RESOLUTION vm 
Prohibition . Resolved-Th~t thi~ Co~gr~ss is of opinio~ that th~ rule~ prohibiting manag-:- · .. 

for Tea- ers and teachers of atded mst1tutwns from taking part In poht<cal_ movements or · 
Afk:n~sfti- attending political meetings without the consent of the Direetor of Public Instruction, __ 
tutions for or other authorities are likely to interfere. with the practical ande:ffectllal exercise of' 
~~l<p~Efitf:;.t the rights of British subjects, to withdraw able and influential in en from the cause of 

education, and to restrict private enterprise and organization for the. spread of. edu, 
cation .in this country. And this! Congres~ hopes that the Madras and Bombay 
Governments will take steps. to remove from the educatlonalt•ules -~nd the grant-in-' 
aid code the provisions to the effect described above. · ·, .; · ·· · ' · ' · · · 

RESOLUTION IX. 

Abkari Re· Resolved-That this ?ongres~ is o_f opinion that st;ingent' measures: sb~uld'. 
form. be taken by the Government m grantmg hcenses to rlltail liquor shops, and that n 

!'uch sl!ops should be established anywhere in India without taking the sense of th~ 
inhabitants of the place .. 

. ~ ' 
RESOLUTION X. 

Constitn- _R-esolved-That_ this Congress_ adopts the following R~les ·regardfng the· 
lion of the Constitu-tion of tbe Congress :-
Congress. 1.-The object of the Indian National Congress shall be to pr~mote by con~ti--

tutional means the interests and the well-being of the people of the Indian Empire. 
'·· .. -· _· .. 2.-It shall ordinarily meet once a year at ~uch time and i.:U such place as shall 
··'; liave been resolved on by the last preceding Congress. Provided that tlia Indian Con:.

gress Committee, as hereinafter provided for, may in oase o:f necessity,· change the-
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' iJllace or ti~~ oi' the meeting of the Congress; provided ~so that in case of emergency 
, , the Indian Congress Committee may conveneanextr.tordinary sass ion of the Congress. 
, :.at such time and place as may be determined by them.· , 
, , · <: : , 3.,-~It shall consist of delegates el~cted by political associations or otl;er 
- bodies, and by public meetings •. -. 

· 4."-·Its affairs shall- be manage.l by a Committee, styled the Indian Congress 
Committee, consisting of 45 members elected by the· Congress, 40 of whom shall be 

· · ~lected upon the recommendations of the different Provincial Congress Committees, 
and, in the absence of such Committees, by the delegates of the respective Provinces 
in Congress assembled, in the manner hereinbelow laid down, tha.t is to say:-

'For Bengal including Assam 8 
For Bombay including Sind 8 
For Madras including Secunde1·abad .. 8 
For North-Western Provinces including Oudh ... 6 

. For Punjab .•• 4 
. For Berar · 3 
For Central Provinces 3 

. The term of office of the members of the Committ6e shall be the period inter-
vening between two ordinary meetings of the Congress. 

5.--The ~ndian Congress Committee shall meet at least three times a year, 
.once immediately after the Congress, once during the year between the months of 
.June and October, as may be determined upon by the Committee, and once immediate
ly before the Congress, at such place as the Committee may find convenient. 

6-~The Indian Congress Committee shall have an Honorary Secretary and a 
. paid Assistant Secretary, with suitable office staff, for which a sum of Rs. 5,000 shall 

. -be granted annually, one half of which shall be provided by the Reception Committee 
· .of the place where the last Congress is held, and the other half by the Reception Com

mittee of the place where the next succeeding Congress is to be held. 
The Secretary to the Indian National Congress shall be the Honorary Secre-

. tary of the Comm~ttee. . · 
'/.--Provincial Congress Committees shall be organized at the capitals of the 

.different Presidencies and Provinces of India. for the purpose of carrying on. the 
. work of political education, on lines of general appreciation of British rule and of con· 
.stitutional action for the removal of its defects, throughout the year, by -<lrganizing 
Standing .Congress Committees, holding Provincial Conferences, and by such other 

. means as they may deem proper, in consultation with the Indian Congress Committee, 
.. for :furthering the objects of the Congress. They shall be the responsible agents of 

1,_· the Indian Congress .Committee for their respective Provinces, and shall submit 
• .ani1ual reports of theit work to that Committee. -- - ~ 

· . · '~ ' .• _-_·- S.~The nomination oftlie President, the drafting of Resolutions, and all other 
·. busines~ in connection with the Congress, shall be Jione by the Indian Congress Com-

mittee .. It sha11 also, subject to the approval of the Congres5, frame rules for the 
.election of delegates, the election of speakers, and the conduct of the proceedings of 
the Congress. X>•- '· · 

- 9.-Rules and bye-law_s shall be framed by the Provincial-Congress Com
mittees for the election of members, tb:e conduct of their own proceedings, and other 
matters appertaining to their -business. ·All such rules and bye-laws shall be subject 
to the approval of the Indian Congress Committee. 

10.-A Committee, styled the Briti!lh Congress Committee, shall be maintained 
in England, which shall represent there the interests of the Indian Nat!onal Congress. 
_The amount requisite for the expenses of the said Committee shall be determined and 
voted by the Congress., and the amount so voted shall be raised by the Indian Con· 
_gress Committee in such manner as may be determined upon by that body from time 
to time. 

11.-'rhe India.n Congress Committee shall take such steps as they may 
deem fit to raise a permanent fund for carrying on the work of the Indian National 
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Ctmgress; and such fund shall be invested in the name of 7 trustees, one from- each 
Province in India, to be appointed by the Congress. · .• 

• • Members of the India~ Congress ·Committee· Appointed by the 
Congress under the above Resolution. · 

General Members-

Mr. W; C. Bonnerjee; · 
The Bon 'ble Surendra Nath Banerjee. 
,, 

" 
P. Ananda Charlu. 

'' . , P.M. Mehta. 
Mr. Madhulkar. 

Bengal-_ 

Mr. A. M. Bose. 
, Kali Cbaran Banerjee. 

· , Bhupendra :Wath Bose. 
The Hon'bh~ Baikunt Nath Sen. 
Mr. Ambica Charan Mozumdar. 

,-, J. Ghosal. 
, Aswini.Kumar Dutt. 
, - Di puarain Sinha. 

N.-W. P. & Oudh-

. The Hon'ble Pandit Bishambhar Nath. 
Babu Ganga Prasad Varma. 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya_. 
Mr. A. Nundy. 
, Bishan Naraiyan Dar. 
, Hafi:z Abdur Rabeeril. 

Bombay-· 

Mr. D. E. Wacha. 
The Hon'ble G. Chandra Varkar. 
Mr. W. A. Chambers. 

Panjab-

, R.. M. Sayani. . 
, Daji Abaji Khare. 
, Chi man H. Sitalwad. 
, R. P. Karandikar. 
, Tahilram Khem Chand .. 

Lala Kanihia Lal. 
Sirdar Jhenda Singh. 
Lala Har Kishaun Lal.. 
Mr.·Jaishiram. 

Central Provinces- . 

:Mr. Bapurao Dada. 

Berar- · 

,. Bhagirath Prasad. 
, H. V. Kelker. · 

:Nlr. Deorao Vinayek. 
, 1\I. V. Joshi. 
, G. S. Khaparde. 

Madras-

The Hou 'ble. C. Vijia Ragamchary. 
" " C. Jambulinga Mudaliar. 
" , G. Venkataratnam. 
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Mr. C. ·Sankara Nair. 
, P. Rangia Naidu. · 
,, P. Ram Chandra Pillai. 

" 
" 

G. Subramania. Iyer. 
V. Ryru Na.mbyar. 

RE~OLUTION XI. 

. Resolved- '!'hat this Cc>ngress recognises the valuable services of the British Confidence-
. Committee,in theca use of the people of India, and expresses its unabated confidence 

0
1n Br~ttltsh • _ . · omm1 ee. 

in Str Wil.J,tam Wedderburn and the other members of the Committee. t . 
. And that a sum of Rs. 54,000 be assigned "for the expenses of the British· 

Committee and the· cost of the Congress publication, India. • 
. . . . 

RESOLUTION XU. 

• . Resolved-That. having regard to the polieyof appointing to the Governor· An addl-
ships of.Madras and ~om bay statesmen from England to the e_xclusion of the services t~~~nM~~:;r 
in India, this Congress is of opinion that it is desirable that those Provinces should be in th~ Exe
administered with the help of Councils of three and not of two members as at present, c~~~~lis 
and that one of the three Councillors should be a Native of India. of Bombay and 

•RESOLUTION XIII. Madras. 

· · · R~solved-That this Congress, whil'3 gratefully recognizing the endeavours Reform. to 
made by the Indian .and Provincial Governments to save human life and relieve dis- preve.nt Fa· . . mtne. 
tress at the present fa min~, urges t.he adoption of the true remedy-to improve the 
eondition of the cultivating classes and prevent the occurrence of famine. This Con
gress recommends the curtailment of public expenditure, the devolopment of local 
and indigenous industries, and the moderating of land assessment. 

RESO!.UTION XIV. .. . 
Resolved-.:.(i) That this Congress concurswith previous Congresses in strong· Omnibus. 

ly advocating-· · · 
{a) . A·modificatiou of the rules under the Arms Act so as to make.them equally 

applicable to all residents in, :or visitors to, India, without distinction of creed, caste 
· or colour; to ensure tlie liberal concession of licenses wherever wild animals habitually 

destroy human life; cattle or crops; and to make all licenses granted under the revised 
rules, of life-long tenure revocable only on proof of misuse, and valid throughout the 
Provincial jutisdir.tion in which they are issued . 

. (b) The establishment of Military Colleges iq India, at which Natives of India, 
as defined by Statute, may be educated and trained for a military career as Commission
ed or Non-commissioned Officers, according to capacity and' qualifications·, in the In-

• dian Army. •, · · · 
· {c) The authorizing and stimulating of a widespread system of volunteering, 

• such as obtains in Great Britian, amongst the people of India. 
(d) The discontinuance of the grant of exchange compensation allowance to 

the non-domiciled European and Eurasian employees of Government. 
(e) The establishment of a High Court of Judicature in the Punjab. 
{ii) . That this Congress, concurring with previous Congresses, records 'its 

protest-
{ a)· Against the scheme of re-organization of the Educational Service which 

has.received the sanction of the Secretary of State, as being calculated to exclude 
Natives of India, including those who hM'e been educated in England, from the 
superior grade of the Educatio.nal Service to which they have hitherto been admitted, 
advocating that the scheme may _be so recast as to afford facilities for the admission 
of Iudian graduates to the superior grade of the Educational Service . 

. (!1), Against the present rate of the Salt Ta.x, which produces great hardship 
to the poorest classes of the country, a hardship which renders it incumbent upon the 
Government to ~akethe earliest opportunity .to restore the duty to its level ot'l88~. 
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(c) Against the retrograde policy of the Government of India. in nominating 
a gentleman for the Central Provinces to the. Supreme Oouncil without asking local 
bodieslo make recommendations for such nomination, entertaining the earnest hope 
that the Government will be pleased to take early s.teps to give to .the Oentral Pro· 
vinces the same kind of representation that it has already granted to Bengal, Madras, 
Bombay and the.North-Western Provinces., .. .,'~ · · · · 

. . · (d) Against the labour laws of Assam, viz., the Inland Emigration Act I of 
1882, .as amended by Act VII of 1893. · · ' ·· " :. · · · . ~ .·: · ·: ' ' .· ·· · · 

- -- . - ' . 
(iii) This Congress, concurring with previous .. Congresses, expresses it~ . 

conviction- · . • · · ·•. .' · · · " · 
(a) That, having regard to the opinion of the Jury Commission as. to the 

success of the system of trial by jury, and also the fact that with the progress of 
education a sufficient number of educated persons. is availab4J in all parts of the 
-country, the system of trial by jury should be extended to the districts' and offences. 
to which at present it does not apply, and that the verdicts of juries should. be :final. 
. (b) That this Congress is of opinion that it is desirable in the interests of the 
people of this country that the Criminal Procedure Code should be so amended as to 
confer upon accused persons, who are Natives 9f India, the t•ight of claiming, ii1 
trials by jury before the High Court, and in trials with the aid of assessors, that not . 
less than half the number of the jurors or of the assessors shall be Natives of India. 

(c) That the action of the FQt·est Department, under the t·ules framed by the 
different Provincial Governments, prejudicially affects the inhabitants of the rural 
.parts of the count:r;y by sul:Jjecting th~m to the annoyance and oppression of FOrest 
subordinates in various ways; and these rules should be amended in the interest of 
the people. - (d) '!'hat the minimum income ·assessable under the Income Tax Act be 
raised from five hundred to one thousand rupees. 

· (e) .· That no satisfl!-ctory solution of the question of the empl~yment of Natives 
of IndiR ia the Indian Civil Service is possible, unlesf> effect is given to the rcsoiution 
of the House of Commons of June 1893 in favour of holding the Competitive Examina-: · 
tion for the Indian Civil Service simultaneously in India and England,. . ; · 

i. 

RESOLUTION. XV. " r 
~ 

Ga.ggin~ Resolved-That this Congress is of opinion that the Gm·ernment of india 
the Pr_ess in Notification of 25th June 1891, in. the Foreign Devartment, gagging the Press in 

Native t 'to · d B 't' h d · · t t' ' N t' S · States. ern .r1es_ un e~ .. n IS a anms ra Ion m a 1ve tates, 1s retrograde, arbitrary 
and mischievous m1ts nature, and opposed to sound statesmanship and to the liberty 
·of the people, and ought to be cancelled. · · · · , 

;,_.: 
RESOLUTION XVI. . · · , ... 

":. ' . ;;. . 

Technical Resolved-'rhat this Congress pl!ices on record its QOmiction that the system of.· 
Education. technical education now in vogue is inadequate -and -unsatisfactory, and prnys that . 

having regard to t~e p.overty of the people and the decline of indigenous industries: 
the Government Will mtroduce a more elaborate and efficient scheme of te h · 1 . . c mea 
instruction, a~d set apart mo~e funds for a successful yvorking of the same. And this 
<A?ngress desires to express 1ts gr·atefnl appreciation of the patriotic and m 'fi · t 
gift of Mr. Tata for the promotion of higher scientific education and research.m cen 

RESOLUTION XVII. 

, . . Resolved-That this Congress, while thanking the. Go\•en1ment · fo 't' 
Legislative • th b f Le · 1 t' 0 .1 h . r gran -
·Council for mg e oon o a g1s a IVe ounc1 to t e PunJab, places 011 record· its re t th t 
the Punjab. they have not extended to the Councillors the right of interpellation . d t tigre a 

1 · h f d' C . , •lll o 1e people · t 1e n~ t o recommen Ill~ ounmllors for nomination, such as are en ·
0 

ed b 

Laws for 
llerar. 

Councillors and the people m the other Provinces. . J Y. Y the 

RESOLUTIO~ X.VIIJ. 

. Resolved-That this Congress is of opinion that so lono- as B · · d . · 
d h . . . o erar ts a mm1s· 

tere by t e Go\'ernor-Generalm Council, all laws and orders hav1'no tl f f 1 · o 1e orce o aw 
' 
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io.tended for Berar, should be enacted by the Supreme Legislati\'e Council in the same 
way as tbose for)3ritish India proper. 

·. · •·· '· , .•.. · '· • · RESOLUTION XIX .. 

·• ·. '· Res'3lved-'l'hat the adoption of measures against the Plague being a ~atter Exv~ndi 
. of Imperial concern and recognised as such, this Congress is of opinion that the expeo- PI ture 0~d 
'ditnJ•e incurred in connection therewith should be borne by the> Government and m~~;;,~ra- · 
not charged to the funds of the local bodies. tlno. 

RESOLUTION XX. · 

Resolved-That this Congress expresses its full and unabn.ted contideuee in 
- Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji as the representative of the people of India, and hopes that 

he will be> re-elected by his old .constit.uency of Central Fins bury or aoy other Liberal 
constitue>m'\'. ·· ' ' 

RESOLUTION XXI. 

Confid~uce 
lo Dada· 

bhai 
Naoroj1 

Resolved-That this Congress reappoints Mr. A. 0. Hume, C. B., to be Gen- t:Lectlou ut 

.era! Secretary, and Mr. D. E. Watcha to be Joint General Secretary for the ensuing GdenJe~"!'-1 
an o1nt 

year. General 

. RESOLUTION XXII. 
Secretary . 

Resolved-That au agency be appointed in England for the purpose of or- Avpolnt· 

ganizing, in concert. with the British Congress Committee, public meetings for the meet of au 

dissemination of information on Indian ma.tters, and that funds be raised for the !~~~~~'~ 
purpose. 

} ROMESH C. DUTI', .. LUCKNOW: 

· The Slst Det:emb~r 1899. · President, 1511• indian Naticmal Umgres•. 
. - ~- ' 



DETAILED 

~cport of the tarorctbingg 
OF THE. 

P.J:PTEENT:S:: 
• 

·{i Indian· ~atiOnal CoqgPe$$, 
' ·-~ -

HELD AT 

·on the_ 27th, 28th, 29th and 3oth December 1899· 
~ · .. •~'. I. c~ 

FIRST. DA-Y'S PROCEED/NOS. 

iiii!HE.· .FIRST. SI~ING OF. THE 'cONGRESS commenced at 2. P.M. on 
, ~·ednesday, t~e 2ith Dece)Ilber 1899. 

· ' · Babu Bansllal Si~gh, Chairman of the Reception Committee, in welcoming the 
~ delegates, said :- ' · 
; FELLOW-DELEGATES, LAJ?IES, AND GE~TLEMEN :- ' 

· _ .: .On .behalf of the Reception Committee and the citizens of the ·United Provinces, 
·.·I beg_ to offer. you a most cordial welcome to the Capital of Oudh. It is but right for 

'·.'US that. we shotild welcome SO maRy Of the distinguished representatives of. the 
:·various communities inhabiting this great Empire, and I feel very grateful to my 
. friends on the RecE-ption Committee for the honor they have done me in electing me 
·to :represent them on tHis important occasion. · At the same time, gentlemen, I regret 
·.very much that the feeble state ·of my health prevents me from enjoying the honor 
·.of discharging the duty of addressing such a. large assembly as this, and therefore, 
;-with your permission, I will hand over the address which I have prepared to my 
-\friend Pundit Bishun Narrain Dar, who will read .it in my behalf. 

. Pundit Bishun Narrain Dar read the following:
BROTHER-DELEGATEs, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN:--

Witl} sentiments ·of the' deepest respect and affection, I beg to offer you v.ll, on 
''behalf of the Reception Committee, most cordial greetings. 
; ·- . It is indeed au honor to me th'at my cnlleagues of the Reception Committee should 
. have q.eemed me worthy to be their representative on thi:s important occasion, to receive 
·and welcOJne.on their behalf so many distinguished representatives of the various· 
~ommuuities'inhabiting'tliis g1;eat Empire. · It was a cherished dream of my Ilfu, 

GLtai ,. 111,1, 

of 
Rec•·pli" 
Cow il! it 

t~e·s 

.\dd ,.,.,.,, 
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l'irs! Da;r. gentl!lmen, to be able at least once this side the grave- to offer you all who come. 
. here from your distant homes, for purposes of deliberating on questions of national -

Cba~~ru&n well-being, that earnest and enthusiastic welcome which I can hardly venture to
l!eception convey to you in words, for no words ,cal) adequately express what I feel on the 
Commit- presentoccasion. _ · ._ · .· -_, . . .· . - .. 

tee's Throue:hout" this year I have· been in such a precarious state of health, suf- . 
~\udress.. ~ · if fering from a malady which at times seemed serious, that I was not quite sure 

I should be spared to have the proud privilege of meeting you here to-day, but 1 ' 
thank God that the happy day which I have been looking forward to with so much 
eager joy and expectation has come, when in my own behalf an~ that of uiy . col-
leagues I am able to 'offer you a warm and eordia~ welcome.. . < \ • ·- · • -, 

But while welcoming you, gentlemen, to Lncknow, the' .Capital of Oudh-the 
witness of a glorious past and consecrated by immortal memories-! am painfully 
reminded of the backwardness of this province in education and material prosperity, 
which are the distinguishing features of some 'of the more fortunate provinces of 
this great country. Here unhappily you will find wealth and public spirit generally 
divorced from each other: the rich in spirit are as a rule poor in means. while from 
those who possess '\Vealth and position, the inscrutable wisdom of Providence seems to-
have withheld the luxury of doing good. The preparations, therefore, which we have 
been able to make for this Fifteenth Session of the ·National Congress, thpugb by no
means worthy of tpis grea.t occasi~n or of you, our· honoured guests, are- yet the out
come of the sincere support and sympathy of thousands of those men who, if they are 
not Darbaris and title-holders, possess at least, tbis indefeasible title to our regard, 
tha.t they are as true and patriotic suppoJ;ters .of the National cause (cheers) as any 

' that brea.the,in this ancient and historic land.· I should speak in a very apologetic, 
nay, a humiliating tone if I were referring only to the visible aspect of our arrange
ments; but when in its invisible aspect I find it to be the result of the help and co-opera
tion of those of whose weakness and helplessness I am not an inexact image, I .. cannot 
help feeling the consolation that if our arrangements are ~anting in pomp and show, we . 
are a.tleast in a position to sa.y that the Congress which has met hereto-day is emphatical· . 
ly ·the-People's Congress (cheers). And I am sure you too, Brother Delegates, will 
be gratified to find that quiet, and simple, a.nd humble as is the reception which on be-

. half of the teeming populations of the United Provinces I offer to you, it is the people's. 
reception. - · · . 

Gentlemen, if our arrangements are imperfect and quite inadequate to meet your· 
wants and comforts, as we are painfully conscious they are (voices, no, no), it is not due 
to any want of ca.re or exertion on our part. · Indet>d, gentlemen, it was not without 
some misgiving th~t we entered . upon the. work of preparing ourselves for . the' . 
most agreeable duty of :welcoming you hei·e. There were, we knew, obstacles to be· . 
surmounted, local. authorities to be conciliated and compromises to pe reluctantly 
a.ccepted before, gentlemen, we could secure sites for the Congress meeting or for.' · 
the accommodation of delega.tes. But these are now old stories, and I have. no incli
nation to dwell on them. Many of you, I am sure, have read all about the episode in 
the newspapers, and how eventually we were able to obtain the tract of land on which 
our pavilion stands. The unfortunate, though under the cireu~stances, unavoidable 

• part o.f the business has been that we have faUed to make arrangements for locating . 
you all together. Some in consequence baye bad to be accommodated in the Segrega- -
tion Camp, while the ·rest have . had to be scattered in different quarters and 
localities in the wide city to make the best of residences, good, bad and indifferent 

. .. 
that we ha.ve been able to provide for them. ·But contend as we have had to with 
so many obstacles, some of them quite unlooked for, I cannot allow this opportunity 
to pa.ss without inviting your attention to the good.-will and courtesy inv-d.riably shewn 
by the Ruler of this Province (cheers) in reference to any and every representation 
made by our Committee tci His Honor. It is to his kindly interposition gentlemen 
that we owe this site-the very best in this city-upon which our Pand~ stands. i 

_hope therefore that I may be permitted on behalf of this whole assembly to offer 
Sir Antony MacDonnell our humble and respectful thanks (laud cheers). • .. 



I s J 
Gentlemen, I have just had occasion toallude to our drawbacks. You may pro- First Da;-. 

• bably h~ve rea.~ in the papers tha~ a. kuot .of abo?t 50 Mah?meda.u gentlemeu, given Chairru:u 
out as mfl.uential Ma.homedan residents ,of the mty, some tLme.ago memorializ~d the of 
Lieutenant-Governor, through the Commissioner of Lucknow, to prohibit the Congress . Rt>L·eptioJ. 
from meeting here (voices, Bhame, shame). The cMef ground for this patriotic request Commit· 

· Was that delegates from the Deccan would come laden with plague-germs, and would tPe 's 
thus seriously endanger the health of the city. These gentlemen very conveniently 

. forgot their own attitude towards the plague restrictions when they were first imposed 
· upon this province (hear, hear). The ohjectioiJ. of thestgentlemen, however, did not 
·seem convincing enough to His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, who quietly rejected 
the memorial, because he desired to place·nu unnecessary impediment in the way of 

. the discussion of public questions in a temperate and loyal spirit (cheers). 

~- - As if this rebuff was not enough for our Anti-Congress lights, they answered it by 
holding on the 3rd of this month what, we were informed with a. flourish of trumpets. 
was going to be a portentous demonstration as they had succeed:ed in. catching a K. C. 
I. E. from the ranks of the Oudh Taluqdars to preside at their meeting (laughter). The 
great demonstration has come and gone without doing any sensible damage to the Con
gress cause, while the presence of about 300 Mahomedan delegates fr.om Lucknow 
alone (hear, hear) clearly indicates that for the Anti-Congress, in these provinces at 
least, the hour is not yet ripe and the men are not yet come ! 

I have no inclination to take you into the depths' and mazes of motives which now 
and again give rise to·tJ:J.is sort of opposition. A more lucid explanation of the phenom· 
enon·cannot be found th~n 1n the pregnant words of Sir Charles Dilke: "Theo officia~ 
class themselves admit that many of the 'Ilatives who attack the Congress do so to in: • 

. .gratiate themselves with their British rulers and to push their claims for decora. 
tions" (ltear, hear). That being the case, I do not think we need take much notice of 
the show'y doings of our friends of the opposition. 

' . 
In our province-and specially in this city-the relations existing between Hindus. 

and Mahomedans are so cordial (hear, hear) -for generations past both have lived to· 
gether so peacefully and amicably that I am confident that no amount of the preach
ing of the gospel uf division and discord can ever ruffie these happy relations (cheers). 
Our alliance is perhaps e-Ven stronger to-day than ever ; for both of us-Hindus and 
Mahomedans-have met to-day under the stress of common interests and ·determined 
to arrive at It common goal. • 

. Gentlemen, Congres"s principles, based as they are upon the solid foundations of 
· loyalty and patriotism-upon a :firm attachment to the British Crown and an unshak

able resolve to.raise the social and political status of our country-are safe from any 
oppositions which may be offered to them. The spirit of the age is with them ; the· 
genius of the British Empire is on their side Chear, hear); they represenHhe forces 
which have·fiuilt up modern civilisation. No hostile forces can arrest the march of the· 
·congress movement. It has lighted its beacon on a high rock, against which the waves. 
·of opposition will beat in vain. 

But opposition, whatevet ll).ay b~ its character or force, proves one thing if it proves 
anything at all. namely, that the cause or the principle against which it is directed, is
quietly making headway in some quarter, in spite of, or perhaps because of, the opposi-

. tion.. I need not therefore be at the pains to expose the sham and hollow character or 
the meeting I have been-speaking of, the pl·etension of its promoters to be the· 
sole and. only representatives of the people of Luckuow, like .the proverbial three· 

·Tailors of the Tool~y Street (laughter), is falsified as I hawe already remarked by the 
· very presence in this Panda! of so many respectable Mahomedan friends, some of whom 
are the descendants of the old royal and noble families of Oudh (chesrs), notoniy from 

·-this city alone but from different parts of Indiao . 
The opposition to the Congress in India, gentlemen, bas always been of a. 

singu,larly shy and ba1>hful character. If our opponents object to any of our proposals, 
:Why don't they come in our midst and state their differences? We welcome diversity 
of views; we at:cept the sage's words, that among many counse!Iors there is wisdom. 

:Free discussion is the raison d'etre of the Congress movement. Gentlemen, this is the. 

A<ldt"P". 
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, '19iily reasdnable and SOUnd"platform on Which WEi ean »Jlll'leet oll. eq uat tel' IllS lO, di~USS 
]JUblic mea.sures'a.ntl help each other in arriving' at correct conclusiOJlli -in, regard- to • 
them, and thus be ia a. position to .place them be! ore our rulers. Ditl'e:rences. ()f opinion 
'Will exist so long as h~man society exists, but mutual tolerance and mutual conlidenc;• 
'Can do much to clear up many misunderstandings, and teach ea<;h· of the .c~te'Qdiug 
·Parties the utility of looking "at thing&.. frGm the •standpoint of the other, . '1'9 ' 
hold conflicting views on public questions, gentlemen, Is one!thing, tQ take Up a.n 
ettitude Of Uncompromising hostility iS quite another~ ' • I, • ' • • . ·• .· ' • 

~- · - As a result of the same spirit of backwardness of our people in these provinces we · 
have another and a yet more numerous class of men, people who while in hea.rty sym• 
}lathy with our movernent,.which they are privately ready to help in every way, are yet 
afraid to join fr openly,-and I think I would be appropriately describing these by calJ... 
'ing them'our timid and nel'vous sympathisers who start at their own shadow and quite 
lose their balance of mind at the very prospect of being interrogate<! as to their political 
ereed by an over-inquisitive officialdom. "'. '' .. , 

The only quarter from which we have tG reckon with any very formidable opposi
tion is therefore in the ranks of the Anglo-Indian community. · But I for one cannot 
find fault with the attitude thus taken up by them. It is the old story of ,want of pre- . 
>eise knowledge on the one hand, and of the influence of vested interests at stake 
on the. other.· And I ·am convinced that their opposition ·will by and by disappear 
a.s ignorance gives way to knowledge, and in the light of better information and more 
-cordial understanding, our Anglo-Indian friendes come to realize their sacred duty 
towards the Empire which their forefathers strove so heroically to build up, and which. 

:British Justice alone can ma.intian (cheers). ~ • · · · 
.... ~ ' ~ 

It would be affectation to deny that in the official class there are some who do not 
-look upon the Congress· movement with favour, and who sometimes betray an unne· . 
cestary and unjustifiable distrust of. educated Indians. The moral influencE~ of these 
o()fficers upon a good many of us is very great. We feel it most in this province where . · 
ducational backwardness keeps the people in an undue awe of the powers that be • .And 
·it is natural that a. good many people should feel too timid to openly join the Congress ; 
.movement, ·when they find' some officials do not in season and out of ,seaso;1 '~01J.Ceal 
:their opiqion of those who take part in political moveme"Qts. And it is c,urious to ob
!serve that so long as our leading men serve the Government a~. Magist;r:ates, District 
.Judges, High Court Judges, Commissioners. and in other high capacities, tfieyare highly 
j;poken of by our Anglo-Indian officials. But as soon as they join the Congress movement 
.and strive for their country's well-being, every attempt is made to belittle their posi- · 
-pon as leading men, and no opportunity is lost to cover them with invective ~tnd abuse .. · · 
,l'he one certain consequence which this policy is capable of leading to is that; while good 
~d temperate men may be scared away from the Congress, their places will be taken· 
01-P by more violent and less responsible spirits. I am sure even the stronge~t official op· 
~ponents ~f Congress do not desire this. To this class of officials well-inte!ltioned no 
doubt, but wedded to what, I must say, is _a suicidal pol!cY., I may be permitted to ad
,dress one observation. You are foreigners in this country ... You do not and, from your 
.exclusive way, caimot !mow the mind of the people, and the people do not know your 
.mind., But you have by your .educational policy-whichh'as immortalized the names of 
· :J3entinck and Macaulay, created a considerable class of men, filled with your ideas and · · 
,a_spirations, co~ versant with your m~nners and customs, attached to your rule by every 
,tie of duty and mterest, w~o are desirous of acting as. interpreters between you and the 
,people plaeed under your care, and in order to carry out this object, adopt those methods 

. ,of constitutio~al agitation which you yourself have taught them.' What would. be· 
,t~e good of t~~ir 

9
edncation if they did not desire that which it has taught them to 

love and che:1sh . But ~ow that they have organised themselves into a body and fo),'· 
J.Fu~t.:d the.tr _wants m the most. loyal and . temperate spirit, is it wise, is it 
~expedie~t, IS It worthy of .the great tradition ot which you are the ·heir, 
, t~_at thetr :a~·ly effo~ts for self-Improve~ent, which must be clumsy, should be treated 
_wtth susptcw~, mistr~st, and jealousy, that their. free speech, encouraged by 
•.-!our o~n rea~mess to hsten to all honest expressions of opinion, shmild be :construed 
mto dtsal!ectwn, and a re<t'ctlonary policy should 'be adopted to ·send ··terror iu:to 
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the p~ople's hearts, to silence and sul>press public opinion, and thus to close the only FJrgt Day. 
safe and sure avenue, you have, through which you can get access to the real mind Ch~mau 
of the country? Your most loyal subjects lament the change which has come over of · 
your policy, In matters of education, for example, your hll.ve adopted a reactionary Recepti~m 
course which must end in undesirable consequences. You are not on the right road. Com~mt-. 
T~e time will come:-.and the sooner the better-when you W:ill realise that the best. ad~e:e:s. 
fr1endsof your rule are those who understand its manifold blessmgs, and that the foun-
dations of the British Government will be strengthened, not by alienating but by 
conciliatingthefeelingsofthe educated classes, (hear, hear), who'here, as elsewhere, are 

• • the natural leaders of the masses. Now, gentlemen, whatever may be the answer of 
· the official class to some such appeal as I am making, it is highly gratifying to find that 
many of them ha.ve already begun to see through the unwisdom of blindly setting 

• their faces against a movement, the working of which they have seldom cared to 
scrutinise or study, but which is the noblest produce of their own government and 
:!ivilisation. It can hardly be without reason, gentlemen, tha.t some of the most 
prominent leaders of the community, now retired and therefore far above all party or 
social prejudice, have thought fit to raise their voice in condemnation of the system 
which coolly permits the retention in one hand of two such functions as are associated 
with judicial and execfltive work in this country. You all know how some of the 
greatest names in the judicial annals. of the country.:....men of ripe experience and 
exceptional knowledge, such as Lord Hobhouse, Sir Richard Garth, Sir Richard Couch, 
Sir Charles Sergeant, Sir William Markby, Sir John BuddPhear, Sir John Scott, Sir 

' Roland K. Wilson-have pronounced in favour of the separation of the two functions. 
It is our humble conviction, gentlemen, toot if we go on pursuing our aims steadi

ly, but moderately, and stick to one. thing at a time, no Government in the wo!'ld, 
much less the just and enlightened Government under which we live, can long refuse 
to grant our prayers (cheers). But I need not dilate upon the advantages of persever
ance· and moderation, :for had you not made these the cardinal principles of our action 
all along, the Congress fabric could not possibly have. been kept together to this day, 
(hear, hear) nor could it have succeeded in wimi.ing the confidence of someof the the most 
9-istblguished· Indians and Englishmen ; nor, 1 may add, would it have commanded, as 
it does to-~ay, the respect ~ven of those who do not agree with all its views (cheers). 

Gentlemen, at your fourteenth session at Madras last year your were pleased to 
appoint a. committee to go into the important question of constitution of the 
Congress, I beg to suggest that if it could give some of its time to the consideration 
of what'! cannot help calling the present unsatisfactory system ofleaving the holding 
of the future sessions of the Congress to the obliging invitation of local committees 
distributed all over the country,-a great' step in advance will have been taken. The 
Congress movement, gentlemen, a.s·you all know, has acquired an 1.mperial impor 
tance, it no 'longer befits its iiightty to stake ·.its existence as it were on .such 
liaphazard support. We are all proud to belong to it: every one of us nat.urally feels 
sorry and disappointed if the part of the country· he hails from is passed over in 
favour of some more fortunate Province in the matter of the pleasure and honour 
of playing the agreeable role of hosts to the elite of the Indian .community, and in 
order to discharge this gratifying duty we delightfully incur all manner ·of expenses 

. to vie with previous receptions. But if you do· away with the existing system, 
although by so doing you may, I am afraid, be rather cruelly depriving one or other 
of the provinces of the chance of distinction in the field of generous hospitality, you 
would be knocking on the head a great and serious cause of strain in the long run 
<On the resources of all concerned. Hospitality costs money. and has a tendency 
to curtail, 'if not altogether cripple, the resources of all Standing Congress Committees. 
Why not rather devote the large sums of money thus expended, year after year, to the 
furtherance of the objects of the sacred cause in other ways, and thereby strengthen 
the foundations and ensure the stability of the movement. The labours of the 
proposed working or executive committees· mlght be greatly lightened if. they have 
a steady income from subscriptions. If you do not mind, I would suggest a register 
of members to be opened at each centre and subscriptions ip. small sums annually · 
collected. Even the poor would not object to pay small fees, while the drain on the 
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Firs.!_£1ar· purse of the well·to·do would ~e proportionately lessened. Delegates to the Congress 
Cllliirman in future might be appointed by the suffrages of the. re~stered .members from 

·of amongst their own body. A. change ·of system on some such lines. will not only 
Reception mean a fair distribution of the burdens on all supporters of the cause, but will alsC} 
Commit· enlarge the basis of the electorate-which Will be no· small advantage-by drawing 

tee's · · · · add in so many more adherents. The departure will also ensure the Congress Meetings 
ress. being held at any time or place with the maximum of facility and the minimum of 

~nconvenience and worry. , You will have of course to keep up a permanent establish• 
•ment under your able General Secretary. I for one no longer see any necessity for 
you to. lay out large sums of money for·the erection of Pandals. · A spacious Darbar 
tent, in my humble opinion, will be quite good enough for all purposes, and would 
moreov(!r be a permanent thing. You might even profitably invest in a. set of suitable 
furniture, with all necessary appertenances, and thus have a. moving camp in future to 
be fixed where it may beforehand be arranged. For a great movement like ours, it 
would always be less expensive, gentlemen, in the long run, to have .everything of a. 
permanent nature. The General Secretary, then, can always be .in better touch with 
the centres of activity and in consultation with the provincial or local committees 
settle the question of 13ite, accommodation. for delegates, &c. Wi.th all the requisite infor 
mation thus at his finger's ends, that energetic officer can, year after year, without the 
least botheration, notify to all concerned at what suitable centre the next sitting of 
the Congress is to take place.· This would save poor Reception Committees ·~he · 
trouble and expense that they have now to undergo for the execution of the work 
thrown on them. Time .tnd labour thus economised can be employed better in the 
work proper of the Congress, not only at 'the time it holds its sessions, but. through· 
out the year. · ' ·• 

Having thus attelllpted a rough and rapid sketch of what may be done in th 
direction of what I cannot help looking upon as a desirable change in the future 
progress of the movement, I leave the question of details to be determined by your 
distinguished Committee, should you care to approve my humble suggestions. , 

Election And now, gentlemen, before resuming my seat, I ·wish you one a~d all· once-
~f more a most hea.rty welcome on behalf of myself and the Recaption Committee, and 

Prestdent ask you to elect your President and proceed to the ~momentous business before 
you. (Loud and conti11 ued cheers.) · · · 

The Ho- . THE HONORABLE PONDIT BISHOMBHAR NATH ( A.llah2bad) sa.id :-LADIES .AND. 

noura~le GENTLEMEN,-The r6le of host having been played so heartily by our distinguished Ph! It Chairman of the Reception Committee, Babu Bansi Lal Singh, who has taken ·a deep-
~barm· interest in this moveme.nt, in this organisation, a wondrous fabric of union, the objects · · 
Natb. of which have been so well explained by his proxy, Pundit Bishan Narayan Dar, for 

whom also I equally entertain the greatest respect and who has evinced a great interets 
m our cause, it only remains for me to propose for your acceptance that our. worthy· 
President-elect be installed in his responsible office. Mr. R.C. Dutt(loud and continued 
applause), Companion of the Indian Empire, needs no introduction from myself. His 

• high reputation precedes him wherever he goes; He is respected not only in .every . 
part of India; but he is equally respected throughout England. · If I may be permitted 
to say witliout using any figure of speech, he is a personality in himself, a remarkable'· ·. 
pet·sonality I should say, he is a genius, he is a scholar, a profound scholar, I should 
alsd have said he is a statesman-he is a politician.. His knowledge of the economic 
condition of India, ofReve_nue .!Ai.ws, of Revenue questions, and of the Indian adfu.L 
nistration is very profound. With moderation and tact, be combines a rare soundness 
of judgment. I propose to a~Sk you to elect him and to throw the mantle of your choice 
upon his broad shoulders with universal acclamation. I hope you will all be glad to. 

Nawab join with me in this request (cheers). . · · • 

Baqar Ali NAWAB BAQAR ALr KHAN (Lucknow) seconded the proposition. 
Khan. MR. D. E. WACHA (Bombay) said :-GENTLEMEN, i beg to support this proposi~ 

Mr. D. E. tion which has been moved by the Hon. Pundit Bishum~a.r Nath;'-to elect. our 
Wacha. President-elect, Mr. R. C. Dutt (Oheers). With regard to his sterling qualities. 

'\1\'hether as a. scholar or as an administrator, or as a statesman, or as an eco~ 
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· n~mist, :and· with regard to his vast knowledge of the Indian Revenue statis• First Dliy, 
tics; and the economic condition of the country, all that can be said bas been, Election 
I cl'tnsider, very pithily said by our venerable proposer. To that I do not think, of Pre-
1 could add anything more. Ladies and gentlemen, I do not wish to stand be- sident. 
tween· you and your President and thus delay the proceedings of this evening, bu~; 
I will only doone thing. With your permission I would read to you some remarks 
about our President-elect, made by Mr. W. S. Caine, who has not been able to be present 
here. '·Be writes :-"! warmly congratulate you on your choice of Mr. Romesh C. Dutt 

· as President for the year. ·His long and honorable record in the Civil Service of his 
· country, his clear ·candid patriotism and his residence in this country for the"last 3 

years, where he bas won the confidence of ].eading politicians' of aU classes, eminently 
fit him for this distinguished position. I have not the slightest doubt.in my own mind, 
a.nd there could not be the slightest doubt in any man's mind, that the President's ad
drass will be worthy of the occasion, which will come up to the big address delivered by 
Mr. Yule at Allahabad." . . 

.RAI SAHm LALA MURLIDHAR ( Umballa) said :-LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,-' The Ra.i Sabil> 
people of the North-West Provinces have always been noted for the possession Lall~ 

' of practical wisdom. It seems to me that they have to-day given a most ~~rl~-
convihcing, a most thorough and singular proof of the possession ofhigh common ar. 
sense in choosing Mr. R.. 0. Dutt, c. 1. E, as President of this assembly. As the 
effulgence of the sun or the lustre of the moon canuot'be enhanced or diminished by 

, the praise or dispraise of anybody, so any words of pt:"aise coming from my lips or 
: cr-iticisms ·coming from the • opposite side cannot add to or detract from the shining 
·qualities of head and heart of Mr. R. C. Dutt (Cheers). Can there be any human being 
upon this earth w~o cannot see the shining virtues of our friend? If there is one, he is 
ltn unfortunate being (laughter). As you have already hailed with acclamation the 
choice of the Reception Committee, I need not say anything more (Cheers). 

MR. RYRUNAMBYAR (Madras):-GENTLEMEN AND BROTHER DELEGATES,-! can ~r, ~yr\ll 
well realise your impatience to hear our illustrious President. I therefore do not am yar. 
propose to make you more impatient by m'lking a speach. I heartily support the pro-
position for electing Mr. R. C. Dutt as the President of this Congress, the greatest 
honor that we the people of India. can confer on our great men. 

·The resolution, on being put to the vote by the Chairman of the Reception Com-
mittee, was carried 'by acclamation. · 
: ·MR. R. C. DUTl' c. 1. E, then took the President's chair amidst loud and entbusiatic The 

·cheers and addressed the assembly thus:- Presi-
B.Ai3u BANSILAL SINGH, NAWABS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,-! feel deeply den: 

honored by your action in electing me P1·esident at this Congress, but before we ·:he~~~~r. 
proceed to the busine.ss of this day, l should 'like, with your permission, to read 
one or. two,· out of many messages which I have received of congratulation to 
this Congress, .. In the first place, ladies and gentlemen, I should like to read a 
message of congratulation and good wishes from your beloved President who pre-
sided last year, Mr. A. . M. Bose (clteers.) 
· He telegraphs to me :-"Most keenly and deeply regret cannot attend from 
_illness. . God bless the Congress, the city of Lucknow, and our beloved mothe
rland, and bless our rulers and gracious Sovereign. May your labours be fruitful, 
may all India unite in loving, .loyal, ardent service to the ancient and glorious 
and that gave us birth, and rejoice in working and suffering for her sake" (cheers~ 

I also wis~ to read one or two passages from a letter from our old friend, Mr. 
W. S. Caine. · 

. _He writes : "I am not able this year to attend the meeting of the Indian 
National Congress in which my interest •is keener than ever and about which · 
my .convic~ions are stronger every year, that is the most vaiuable and power
ful factor m the ·development of the political future of India " • • I beg you to 
be kind enough to convey by the cold medium of this letter those warm and 
cordial good wishes for•the brilliant success of the Lucknow Congress, which I 
am unable to 'deliver by word of mouth" (hear, hear). "My love to the Indian 



:[ 8 ] 

. First Da.r.people, my belief in their· futnre as a great· self-governing. portion of. the · 
Th_;"_pre- British Empire, and my conviction of their natural-capacity for self-g<?vernment deep
•sident's ens and strengthens every year.· I trust that God may inspire and direct your 
address .. (lOU!lSels and bring them to early fruition." I have delivered to you one or two mes• . 

. sages from tile living, and it is but just that at the commencement of my speech, I shall 
, refer in one or two words to those who have departed from us, especially to that distin
guished countrymen, who was a personal friend of mine, I mean Dr. Romesh Chander 

. Mitter, who has been taken away from this world. You have not had amongst you a 
str<>nger friend of the Congress, a greater patriot and a more sincer(il and thoughtful 
son of India than Dr. Romesh Chander Mitter. The other great patriot was the late 
Maharaja of Darbhanga, .and I think a suitable expression of his good services to 

, the Congress. was already expressed at the last meeting by my friend, Mr. A. M .. 
. Bose. l don't wish to say many words with regard to. the senices ·of these gentle

men. We can only deplore their "loss, at· a time when we all li!Xpected great 
services from their talents, their reputation and their love to the country. 

~- ·- :<: Gentleman, whe"n in October last I receiv~d through my friend, Mr. Bonnerjee, 
your kind invitation to preside at this meeting of the Indian National Congress, I con

·fess, I received it with some degree of surprise and some degree of hesitation and mis
giving .. I happened to be then engaged in the pleasant task, to which I have cheer-

\ fully devoted most of my spare time during the last fifteen years, of trying to 
·interpret to my countrymen, and to modern readers generally, some of the literary hf!r
itage which has been left tons by our ancient forefathers; and I confess, the prospects 
of a sudden change from the desk to the platform somewhat alarmed me. . Nor was 
the alarm altogether groundless ; for when. I read the magnificent speeches made 
from this platform in past years by some of the ablest and most eloquent men that 
-our country has produced during this generation, I felt grave doubts whether you 
were altoe:ether wise in your choice in asking me to preside in the present year. How· 
ever, I f~lt the great honour you did me in imposing the task upon me ; I feel the 
high honour· which you have done me as I stand to-day among so many who are so 

. well qualified to perform this task; and for better or for worse, I have accepted your 
kind proposal and am amidst you to-day.· And if you will listen with some indul
gence to. the plain W?rds of a plain. >uan, I will try .to convey _to you in a few 

. words some remarks, and some practical suggestions, on the administrative 
questions of the day. · · ·· · · · · ·· · 

. I need hardly tell you•that these questions h~v~ received my.attentio~ and my 
.consideration for years past; I. have spoken and written on them during the last two 
,sears; and during the preceding twenty-six years I bad constantly to deal with many 
Qf them in official correspondence:· It is perhaps known to all of you that the Govern- . 

· ment of India and the Loca.LGover:iJ.ti:u~nts permit and encourage tbe utmost freedom 
:to all· officiaJs in the e;XIJression of their opinions in official" correspondence Oli.. ~he 
'.administrative questions which constantly come np for discussion. It is in the course 
:of such discussions that. the men in the Civ_il Sen-ice come to know and to respect each 
other's opinions, and are often brought in closer contact with each other. And as we 
are holding this present meeting of our Congress in the.North-West of Indi~ I recall 
• - < ' 

'to-day witl1 pride t.hat it was in course of a discussion of this nature over the Bengal 
·Tenancy Bill which was passed into law in 1885, that I had the pleasure and the priv
'ilege of first knowing that sympathetic ruler and that distinguished statesman whom 
·you now claim as Lieutenant-Governor of these provinces (A!Jplause, three cheers · wm·e 
called for) but whom we in Bengal are proud to claim a~ originally of the Bengal Civil 
·service. · . • · . 

, Gentlemen·, Iofte~ felt it my d~ty _in the course of these official discussions to suggest 
;reforms onthe bas1s of acceptmg m a larger degree the co-operation of ·the people 
:of India in the administration of the country. And, although I have ceased to be 
an offi~ial ·now, I still consider it my duty to do what lies in my humb~e power 
to adVlse and help the Government of the day in the great task of a aood and 
.s~ccessful_a~minist_ration based. on the co-operation of the. people (c71eers.) And it is 
oeca~seth!S IS premsely the ObJect of the Indian National Congress-it is because it 



is· jrour aim and endeavour to sustain and help British administration based on 
popular co-operation-that I find myself amongst you to-day and. in complete unison 
with _you in views and aspirations. 

THE CREED OF THE CONGRESS. 

' Gentlemen, I ha.ve perused a great portion of the Congress literature as pub-
-lished in a handy vqlume by the enterprising publisher Mr. Natesan; and to those 

who desire honestly to know the aims and aspirations of the educated men of India; 
I can honestly recommend a perusal of this valuable publication; An honest critic 
will find in this volume-from the first page to the iast--a sincere desire to sup: 
port -and sustain the Governinent by ~he co-operation of the people, to strengthen 
the hands of the Government by fair criticism', to help the Government by keeJF 
-ing it informed of the views and aspirations of the people. These are . ~ervices 
which would be useful and valuable to administrators in any country in the world, 
and these are services which are doubly valuable in India, where the people are not 
represented in any of_ the ~xecutive councils and secretariats where_ executive and 
legislative measures are first put into shape. For rememb~>r, gentlemen, that there 
are generally two sides to every question which comes up for discussion, and it 
is· desirable ~nd necessary that both sides should be properly represented and 
lieard before the question, is decided. It is no disrespect to the Civil Service ·of 
India to say that it represents, ably an4, fairly, the official side only of Indian ques. 
tions.. I have had the honour of passing the best years of my life in the Indian 
·Civil Service, and I shall be the last person on E>.arth to question either the ability 
-or the· honesty of purpose of those able· and hard-working men who fo1·m that 
magnificent service. I have pleasant recollections of the years which I have pass
ed in complete accord and friendliness with my colleagues in that service, of the 
fair and handsome treatment which I received from my seniors, and of the loyal 
.and zealous co-operation which I reoerve<! from my juniors ; and I will· say this, th-a.t 
take the Indian· Civil Service with all its faults and all its shortcomings-for hard 
work and· honesty of purpose there is not a finer body of ad m!nistrators in the 

'-world. Neverthele~s; it must be admitted, and it is no disrespect to the Indiah 
Civil Service to say that that service represents only the offi.cial view of Indian que-~
tions, and does not and cannot represent the people's views. There are two sides 
to every question, and it is ·absolutely necessary for the purposes of good go_vern
meiat. and of just administration that not only the official view, but the people's ··view 
on every_question_·should be represented and heard. There are local bodies in different 
par-ts of India which give expression to 'the people's views on local questions; bil.t 
this National Cangress is the only body in India which seeks to represent the 
views and aspirations of the people of India as a whole in the large and irnport
:ant, and if I may US!f the word, Imperial questions of administration. Therefore, 
this ~ational· Congress is doing a service to the Government the value of which 

;-cannot· be ·overestimated, . and which. I feel certain is appreciated by the Govern
ment itself. It is a gain to the administration to know what we feel, and what we 
think, and what we· desire~though our demands cannot always be conceded. 
It. is a help to responsible administra.tors . to know· in what. direction our 
wishes and _our' aspirations tend, though they may not always agree with us. 

· I honestly believe, therefore, that you are helping the cause of good ad minis. 
t1·ation and of good government in India by your deliberations year after year, and 
I trust and hope that you will continue to carry on these deliberations in the future 
.as you have done in the past, with good sense and moderation, with loyalty to our 
rulers, and with fidelity tO the real interests of the people. We cannot fa.il in this 
-endeavour_·; the future is with us ; and looking at the progress of nations all over the 
British Empire in every part of the world, I, for one, feel confident that we, too, are 
destined to move onwards as a po~tion of that great Empire, and that _we, too, shall 
secure some measure of progress and self-government under the imperial rule of Eng
Jand. This is the creed of the Congress, as it is mine, and it is therefore, gentlemen. 
that 1 feel it an honour to find myself amidst you to-day. And consistently with _this 
principle, my speech to-day will be not one of criticism but mainly a-nd essentially 

. ' 

First Day, -. 
The Presi

dent's 
addrCSii. 



First na,. 
l'hePresl, 

dent's 
addt•ess. 

[ 10 ] 

one of practical suggestions to which the Government will, I humbly hope, give . such. 
consideration as they may seem to deserve. _ · ' . ~· 

FAMINE OF 1897• 
Gentlemen, it is a little over two years ago you celebrated in India, ;with every 

demonstration of loyalty and good feeling, the sixtieth year of the reign of the Quee~
Empress (cheers). I happened to be in England on that day, and I witnessed with joy and 
gratification the august procession in London-Her Majesty, driving in state through· 
a circuit of six miles, preceded and followed by t'epresentatives•of every portion of 
the British Empire, and cheered by half a million of loyal Eriglishm~n who lined· the; 
circuit. Every contingent from every land was cheered as it accompanied the Queen, 
and I can tell yob that none was cheered · more loudly and more heartily than the 
Indian contingent (cltee,·s)-the Indian Princes and Rajas, distinguished by their" 
graceful dress and noble demeanour, their manly bearing and their soldierlike ap
pearance. It was a great and imposing and gratifying sight. but it was clouded. by 
one dark shadow. The British p11blic felt, British newspapers wrote, and British 
statesmen spoke, that while every self-governing colony represented in that pro . 
cession was prosperous and happy, Ind~ alone, with its vast population,. was even · 
then suffering from a famine which had spread over a 11\rger extent of country. than 
had ever been visited by famine in any single year. Questions were asked why theTe 
should be such famines in India when famines were unheard of in any other .well
governed country in the world, and doubts were expresssd'if Bri~ish, Rule ip.,. India 
bad been altogether a blessing for the poor c'ultivators and labourers of India. . 

.But, gentlemen, the famine of 1897 was not the only calamity of that year ; it w&s-. 
accompained by a war outsi:de our frontiers which cost us some millions and many 
brave lives, and it was accompanied by a plague, the ravages of which are not yet 
over. In the midst of those calamities the Government thought it necessary to adopt 
rigorous measures, and the Government thought it wide to restrict that liberty of 
the Press which we in India. had enjoyed for 01'er sixty years. It is not my intention ... 
to-day to dwell on the sad occurrences of 1897, the saddest year in its accumulation . · 
of calamities since the time that India. passed from the hands of the East India Com-· 
pany to the Crown. Nor is it my intention to revive to-day the. discussions which. 
were held in this country and in England when the unfort11nate Sedition Bills were .. 
passed into law. ' · ' 

SEDITION LAW OF x8g8. . '' . ' 

I recall with sadness ,the debates which took place in the Viceroy's Council and · 
in the House of Commons when these Bills were passed into law. It was my privi
lege to hear those debates in the House of Commons, and I think I only echo the gen
eral feeling of all educated men in this country when I acknowledge our deep debt of 
gratitude to those who so ably but so unsuccessfully fought for us both in the Vicery's 
Council and in the House of Commons. I do not desire .to renew these discussions,. 
but now that the fight is over, and the Bills have been passed b!to law, I often ask my, 
self if there is a single Englishman in this country with an intimate knowledge· of the 
country and its people who honestly thinks that the reactionary measure was needed. 
or that it is answering any useful purpose, or that it has strengthened the Govern:. 
ment and increased its reputation and credit in the eyes of Europe. Gentlemen, the· 
measure was based on a blunder-the blunder of COQ.necting sedition with the spread 
of education. _The truth is precisely the reverse of this. English education had not 
only not produced sedition in the land, but it has l!een the strongest weapon by 
which the Government has stamped out real sedition in this cou.ntry within the last 
fifty years. In the dark days of 1857 and earlier, there was real sedition in the land 
-a real "';shin some dark and obscure corners to overturn this great Empi.re. That 
desire was born of ignorance and lurked amidst ignorant classes, and the Govern
ment has successfully stamped out that feeling by .. the spread of education. Thera 
never w~s a greater Imperialist among the Governors-General of India than Lord. 
Dalhous1e, . and l.ord _Dalhou~ie strengthened and fortified the Empire by giving effect 
to the famous educattonal dispatch of 1854, and spreading education through vernac
ular achools. There never was a stronger upholder of British Dominion in its dark·' 
est days than Lord Canning, and Lord Canning established the Universities of.. 
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Calcutta,· Bombay, and Madras. The same policy has been pursued by successive First n..f, 
Viceroys during the last forty years with the same object and the same effect, and· The Presi
wherever education bas spread, sedition in India is dead. And if real sedition stilt dent's 
lingers in any corner of India, it is in the darkness of ignorance, not in the sunlight of address. 
education and free discussion. If I were disposed to foment sedition in India I would 
desire in the first place to suppress all .free discussion, suppress all newspapers, and 
suppress all public meetings, as a burglar puts out the lights of a room before he com· 
mits burglary. And I make bold to add, gentlemen, that if you had been inspired by· 
hostile feelings against British rule in India, you would have worked in the dark, and 
not come forward from all parts of India, year after year, to openly and loyally place 
your views before the ruling power. Educated India ha~ practically identified itself with 
British rule, seeks to perpetuate British rule, is loyal to the British rule, as Lord Dulferin · 
said, not through sentiment, but through the stronger motive of self-interest; because: 
it is by a continuance of the British rule that educated India seeks to secure that large 
mP.asure of self-government, that position among the modern nations of the earth, which 
it is our aim and endeavour to secure. Gentlemen, 'if you had a single representative in) 
-the Viceroy's Executive Council, if you had one Indian member to take a part in those 
deliberations in the Executive Council which resulted in the Sedition Law, you could have· 
explained these matters then and there .. But it is a penalty which all Governments-. 
constituted like the Executive cOuncils of India have to pay, that they have to decide: 
questions after hearing one side only, and not the other. Only one view is properlyi 
represented before them, and not the other; and the ablest, the most just, and the most 
conscientious of judges will make mistakes, if they base their decisions on evidence 
produced by one party,and not the other. . • . , 

Only one word more before I leave this subject. I regret as much and as sincerely , 
as any man in India the bitterness of tone which sometimes pervades journalism in 
tbis country. Five years ago, as Officiating Commissioner of Burd wan, I h.ad occasion 
to write on this subject, and if I allude. to my report now, 1t is because the report was 
printed and published in the Calcutta Gazette, and is therefore not an official secret. I 
said· on that occasion, and on many succeeding occasions, that differences in opinion 
must always exist between the English newspapers and Indian newspapers in this 
country. English newspapers hold that an absolute government is the besi and only 
possible government in India., and that any system of representation or self-govern
ment is a mistake. The Indian papers hold on the other hand that there can be no good 
government in a large and civilised country like India, and no satisf~~octory solution of 
those great evils like famines and the impoverishment of the humbler classes, withonfi 
some co-operation of the peeple themselves in the control of the administration (cheu8). 
It is possible, I said, to hold and maintain"these opposite views without studied con· 
tempt and sneer on the one side, and . bitterness of tone on, the other side. And those 
journals which introduce this element of contempt and hatred in the discussion of 

' administrative questions are creating difficulties for the British Government, and sow
ing seeds of evil iii. India. ' It is by some degree of sympathy, some de~ree of good 
feeling and neighbourly courtesy, and not by Sedition Laws, that the relations between 
the different sections of the Indian community can be improved. As one who bas 
passed the best years ofbis life in administrative work, I have· noticed that everyim 
provement in the tqneof the English press is warmly responded to by the Indian 
press, and that every want of kindliness and good feeling adds to the difficulties of 
administration and weakens British rule in India (cltee-rs.) 

CALCUTTA MUNICIPALITY. 

But I pass over this subject because it is not my object to-day to make my speech 
a criticism of the Sedition Law, or of other measures already passed. I wish also 

• . to pass over with very few remarks the controversies relating to recent municipal 
laws, and totbe Calcutta Municipality. These controversies are fresh in your minds, 
and the subject will, no doubt. receive ample justice from other speakers before we 
have closed our proceedings. To me one most consoling feature in the history of this 
unfortunate measure is the help •rendered to our cause by so high an authority as the 
Right Honourable Sir Henry Fowler. it was my privilege to be a listener in the Eonse 



' ' -·· 
.,; . 

I'JI'$tDa?. of Commons on the memorable night when.the late Secretary o:f State spoke boi:n' the 
Tb Pr · ·;' J;;.iberal front bench, supporting Mr. Herbert; Rober.ts and condemning the virtu~. 
J'ent~L ~thdrawal of that boon of self~governme,nt which it is the proud boast o~ England _to.· 

address. have conferred on th~ Metropolis of India. Gentlemen, even Sir Benry Fowler ho,s 
· .poken.in vain-at least, for the present-:-but we are none the less· grateful to. him, 
fOr his strong advocacy of a just and righteou.s ··cause, the cause of self-government . 
in India. Nor are we less grateful to those who have fought the same b~ttle in this coun- . 
try, foremost among whom stands Raja Binay Krishna. Deb,· a worthy_ scion_ of a . · 
worthy bouse which bas been loyal and friendly to British rule in India since the days 
of Clive and Hastings. To our friends who fought in the Legislative Council; and to 
others who were true to the ca~se of our progress; is due our warmest acknowledg
ment and our deepest gratitude. Gentlemen, their example, their endeavours and·. 
their sustained effort will live in the memory of our countrymen, and will find a place 
itt the history of our country. A c6nstitutional battle so fought is not fought in ·va'in, .. 
and our children, and our children's.children, to whom we shall hand down the h~ri-. 
~ of a loyal and constitutional agitation for self-government under. the itqperial 
and progressive rule of England, will look upon the closing of the nineteenth ce,ntury. 
as an epoch in the history of the land, and will draw new inspiration from the exam
pie of the men of ~his century who have lived and worked' and fought-not in vaino: 

-'There are defeats which are more glorious than victories~ and the defeat which we 
bave sustained will strengthen our hearts, freshen our hopes, ~nd nerve our bands 
for new endeavours. . ' .. · . . . ' '" . . 

· · With regard to the actual result of this b~ttle, i do ~~t know if there,i~:a~y 
class of men in Calcutta wl:ro in their. hearts like it much. . I have asked· myself if 
there is any Englishman familiar with the history o.,f the Calcutta Municipality wh() 
thiriks that the ne~ measure will improve administration, promote, sanitation, 
or secur!r the willing co-operation of all classes of citizens. I do riot know if. the 
officials of Calcutta who have done so much in the past to foster municipal self-govern,-. 
,ment, ·will contemplate with gratification the ruin of the noble 'edifice whicl!- they 
J>j!ilt u'P 'with the labour of a quarter of a century. I do not know if the Europea!l 
tiierchants of Calcutta, who are busy, practical men, and.have lived in amity and good, 
:teelfug"\v~th tb~ Indian population, will like the idea to spread over the c<)untry thll.t 
'\Vherever English trade prospers not only Indian manufactures, but Indian politiCI!-1, 
~tid m'riJ;Jicipel rights, too, must be sacrificed ... I do not know if tlw new City ,Fa.tho~s 
of Calcutta eon template with joy their prospects of J>erforming, without tl:ill co-oper,a.: 
~on ~·pf the people, their difficult and 'thankless task,· wit~ a JIOOr, inadequate, almo~;Jt . · 
beg:,tarly income. What the elected Commissioners have done in the way pf Sanitary 
Ref<?rms with this poor income is a mat-ter of historY,: Gentlemen, I :reinember Cal. 
eutta some forty years under the. administration of Government officials when 
we as schoolboys had to walk to school by open drains and reeking filth. .. I re~ember 
'Calcutta as it was under the Justices of the Peace, some thirty years ago', with itlt 
awkward tale on waste and jobbery. And I have seen year after year the improvements 
·effected, the sanitary reforms done, the wasteful expenditure cut down,: and ever..Jr, · 
department of the office brought to order by the elected Con:tmissioners within the 
last twenty-five years-by some of the best men whom ourcountry has produced, and.··. 
who have given years of their life to this patriotic work. Their work has been con
sistently recognized in past years. by successive rulers of the.land; but it is ne<.oessary 
to give a dog a bad name in order to hang it; and it was reserved for Sir, Alexander 
Mackenzie, who was a fr~end of self-government. undel' the administJ:ation of Mr. 
Gladstone and Lord Ripon, to end his career in India by giving the self-government 
system 1n Calcutta a bad name, and then effectually 'strangling it (shame, Bhame). . 
Gentlemen, I feel sad whenever I think over these matters, .and I feel sad when 1 
·recollect that this thing has come to pass in the first year of Lord Curzon's ad minis .. 
tra~ion. I honestly believe that no Viceroy ever came out to India with a more sincere 
destre to work for the _good of th~ people, a~d :With the help and co-operation of tha 
people. I honestly think that Hts Lordship m Council gave a most careful con.
·sideration to the question before he issued •his own proposals· and if that Council 
·had contained a single Indian member to represent the Indian ~iew of the que;;tioll 

• 
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. and tQ explain the true history of the municipality during the last forty years, I am 
persuaded Lord Curzon would hava taken the same view as Sir Henry Fowler has 

. taken, and would .have effected the needed reforms in the Calcutta Municipality and 
_ strengthened the executive, without virtually sacrificing self-government. But 
· our difficulty and our danger lie in this, that. great administrative questions are dis
.cussed and settled in Executive Councils where we are not represented and not heard. 
I do -not say that the official view is necessarily wrong, ·and that our view is necessarily 
-right; but I do say. that both views should be fairly represented before the tribunal 

.·which shapes our destinies. I do not say that we have more knowledge or more ex. 
· perience or more ability than the high officials who represent the official view of the 
·.question, but I do say that we view questions from a different point of view, and that 
there should be a consititutional channel for the representation of our views in th~ 

.Executive Councils oof the empire. For wheu the Executive Councils have decided a 

. .question, the thing is done-the Legislative Councils simply carry out the official 
mandate with unimportant alterations, as the Bengal Council has done in the case of 

·.their Municipal Bill. ·, .. 

' 
FAMINE OF 1899 ' 

But, gentlemen, I must extricate myself from this subject and pass on at once to 
the greatealamity which now sta:res us in the face, the bmine from which millions of 
.-our countrymen are suffering even now; and with your permission I will devote all my 

.' remaining time to this one great subject-which a.ppears to me to be one of para· 
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mount importance-the famines of India, and the conditi.Pn of our poorer classes. 
Gentlemen, you are aware of the prompt measures which have been already adopted 
by the Government of Lord Curzon for the relief of distress in British territory and 
for helping Indian Princes to relieve distress in Native States during this time of 
trouble a.nd anxiety. And those of you who have had expal'ience of relief operations in 
previous famines will feel confident that Englishmen when they have once put their ' 
hand to the plough, will not leave the work half done. It is with a pardonable pride 
that I .recall past days when I myself was employed along with my English colleagues 
i;n famine relief operations, or in providing against impending famines, in 1874, in 1876, 
.and in 1896, and judging from my past experience, and judging from the measures 
.adopted this year, I feel C!?nfident that no effort; no exwnditure, no means humanly 
possible, will be spared by a benevolent government to. save life and to relieve dis 
tress among the millions of our suffering countrymen. And in the face of this calamity 
it behoves us aU, it behoves this National Congress, to do all we can to strengthen 
the . hands ·of the Government, to offer .our help, according to our capacity and 

. power, and to place our suggestions before the Government, not in a spirit of criticism 
but in a spirit of loyalty and . co-operation, for the relief of the present distress and 

. for the pre\'ention of such distress in future . 

.. . ' ALLEGED CAUSES OF FAMINES 

- . 
It is in this spirit that I suggest that the time has come wheJ;l it is desirable to take 

·some .effective measures to improve the condition· of the agricultural population of 
· ,· In<lia. · Their poverty, .their distress, their indebtedness, all this is not their 

fault. Some times it is asserted that the poverty of the people and the famines which 
we witness in India, and in no other well-governed country oil earth, are due to the 
over-increase.in population, . Gentlemen, •this is not so.- (hear, hear). If Jyou go into 
figures you will find that the"population does not increase in India as fast as it does in 

· many European countries like Germany and England (hear, hea,~. And if you read 
the paper w:r:itten by Mr. Baines, the late Census Commissioner of India, in the first 
volume of the British Empire Sedes recently issued in London, you will find the 
Census Commissioner has distinctly. stated that the growth of: population in Iridia 

. is not !>O fast as that in Germany or in England. Sometimes, again, it is asserted 
that the poverty of the Indian agriculturist is due to his own improvidence, waste

. fulness, and folly. .Gentlemen, this is :qot so. Those who have passed .the best 
'portibn of their life among the Indian cultivators, as I have ·done, will tell you 
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that th~ · Indian cultivator is about the most frugal, the most provident the most 
thoughtful about his future,· among all races of cultiVIltors on earth (.A.pplau1e). 
If he !roes to the tnoney-lenderit is not because he is in love with the money-lender, but 
beca:se he has nothing to eat. If he pays 25 or 87 per cent. as interest on loans, jt 
is because he cannot get loans on lower interest on such security as he can offer. ·, 

;_.·. : . '• 

. PUNJAB LAND ALIENATION BILL,· 
; - •;- ·- ·~ ,._ '. • ••• ~ ' • -~\ - c "<; 

We are all aware that the ckJvernment of India. are at the present time endeavour
ing to safeguard the interests of the cultivators in tbe Punjab and elsewhere from 
the claims of money-lenders on their land. · I do not wish to speak on the merits of 
the Bill, because I never wish to say a word or to express an opinion on inadequate 
information, and the information I have been able to gather about the condition of the 
Punjab cultivators is not yet as full and complete as I could wish it to be. All that 
I can say is that this idea, that the condition of cultivators can be improved not by 
helping them to save, but by restricting their right of sale and· mortgage, iS an old 
idea which has been found utterly unsound In Bengal." The policy was advocated 
when the Bengal Tenancy Bill was under discussion fifteen years ago; I myself took 
my humble part in strongly resisting the policy; and if I remember correctly, the able 
Revenue Secretary of Bengal, who is now tlie Lieutenant-Governor of these . 
Provinces, took the same view. I allude to these views becaase they are no secret, 
and will be found published in the Calcutta Gazette of that year. ·The absurdity of 

• relieving the cultivators by virtually taking away from the market value of the one 
property they have on earth was strongly exposed, and the idea of placing any 
restrictions on mortgage and sale of lands was ultimately abandoned. 

Curiously enough, the question was mooted again in Beng!'l· only three yea.rs 
ago, showing what vast importance is att~ched to official views and ideas formed in 
close Council chambers. The fear was entertained that land was slipping away 
from the hands of the cultivating classes to the hands of the Aloney-lending classes 
and that to restrict the right of sale and mortgage was the only remedy. I happened · 
tQ be then acting as Commissioner of Ori~sa, a part. of Bengal which is not permanently 
settled, and where the condition of the cultivators 'is worse than in other parts of 
Bengal. If the free right of sale or mortgage has worked evil in any part of Bengal, 
it must have done so in Orissa. But I was able to show from the r.ecords pf 
half -a-century that, although the riglit of sale and of mortgage had been freely exercised, 
land bad not slipped out of the hands of the cultivating classes, and that to take away 
from the market value of the land was not the best way to help the cultivators. Fortu., 
nately the greatest revenue. authority of Bengal, Mr. Stevens, who afterwards acted 
as Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, took the same view, and the idea. of helping the· 
cultivators by decreasing the market value of their land was once more abandoned. I. 
do not wish, gentlemen, to generalise on these facts ; I do not wish to infer that· 
what would be needless and mischievous in Bengal and Orissa may not be needful 
and useful for the time being in some parts of India where matter's may have reached a. . 
more acute stage. But what I. do wish to emphasize is tba t such remedies· can-
not permanently improve the condition of the cultivators ; that in 'order to inlprovec 
their condition, we must make it possible for them-as it is possible in Bengal-to 
save in good years against failure of harvest in bad years~ ' ' 

. : ; ... 

REAL CAUSE OF FAMINES, AND THE REMEDY 
' . --~ 

Gentlemen, the real cause of the poverty of our agricultural population is simple 
and even obvious, if we have the courage and the honesty to seek for it and to grasp 
it. It is not over-population, for the population does not increase faster than in 
European countries, does not increase faster than. the area of cultivation, _ It is-not 
the natural improvidence of the cultivator, for those who know the Indian cultivator 

. will tell you that with all his ignorance and superstition, be is as provident, as frugal, 
as shrewd in matters of his own interest as the cultivator in any parf of the globe,. The-
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real cause of his wretchedness and indebtedness is that, except in Bengal and a few other 
tracts,. the la.nd assessment is .so hea,·y that the cultivator is not able to save in good 

. 'years enough to meet the failure of harvests in bad years. AU our village industries, 
· like' spinning and weaving, have been killed, by a free competition with the steam and 

, . machinery of England. Our cultivators and even our village industrial classes there· 
fore virtually depend on the soil as the one remaining source of their subsistence. 
The land assessments should therefore be made in a liberal and even a generous 
spirit. There is every desire in the high officials to make the assessments in a liberal 
spirit, but as the people have no voice in controlling these assessments, they are 

·.·found in the actual working to be often illiberal and harsh. They do not leave the culti· 
vators enough to be able to save, and cultivators therefore fall victims to famine 

. . whenever the harvests fail. • 

'BENGAL 

The old Hindu law, based on the actual experience. of thousands of years, sand
tione!l one,sixth the gross produce of the land as its proper rent. The. experience of 
modern times ·confirms the wisdom of this ancient rule. In Bengal, where the Per
manent Settlement and the land laws of.1859, 1668 and 1885 save the cultivators from 
undue enhancements, the average rent paid by .cultivators to landlords does not 
exceed one-sixth the gross produce in ail'y district, and falls far short of it in eastern 
districts. The result is that Permanently Settled Bengal, which suffered from the 

.·most terrible famine in· the last. century, has been generally free from destructive 
famines in recent times. ' The famines of Behar in 1874 and 1897 were comparatively 
mild, and there was no loss of life. · Extend the Bengal rule to other parts of India; 
make one-sixth the gross produce the maximum rent leviable from cultivators in 
other provinces, and the problem of preventing famines in India is solved. 

• • 1 ' 

· NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES 
: --~.. , .. ·. 

In the North-Western Provinces andOudh the cultivators are, general]y speaking 
not safeguarded by a Permanent Settlement. Each new assessment means an 

'increase in Government revenue. Let us find out in what position the actual cultiva· 
tor is left by such settlements. The system of settlements in the North-Western Prov
inces has often.been described, but !·have never seen a more lucid account ofit, within a. 
'brief compass, than in the evidence of Sir Antony MacDonnell before the Currency Com· 

. mittee which lately sat in London. Read His Honor's answer to questions No. 573i to 
5740,ahdyou have a clear account of the North-West settlements in a nutshell. There 
are two salient facts which 1 will place before you ~rom this accour..t. In the first place, 
the Government allows the landlords to make their own arrangements with theculti· 
vators," and then demands one-half of what the landlord actua1Iy gets, after making cer· 
tain reductions: ' In the second place, under these arrangements, the landlords are 
actually getting about 20 per cent. of the gross produce in money, and the Government 

·.·.share isone·balfof that. :. Gentlemen, these arrangements are better than those,in many 
·other parts of India, arid you may be sure the rules .are worked considerately, and 
even leniently, by a ruler who yields to none in India in his real sympathy for the 
&.ctual cultivator (ltea1·, hear). But nevertheless I should have been relieved to learn 
that the 20 per cent. of the gr&ss produce represented the maximum limit of rent, 

.and not the average rent. Without such a maximum limit the cultivator has no 
assurance against over-assessment and undue enhancement. And a landlord who 

. b.!Ls submitted to a.n increase of the Government demand at a. settlement bas the 
. temptation to reimburse himself by raising his rents -as a squeezed sponge fills 
. itself when thrown into the wa.ter-to be squeezed again at the next settlement, 
thirty years later. Adopt the ancient Hindu rule, which is virtually still the rule in 
Bengal; make one-sixth the actual produce-or even one-fifth the actual produce-the 
limit of rent under all circumstances, and you make the cultivators of these provinces 

· ,as prosperous as they are in Bengal, and the problem of disastrous and fatal famines 
. is virtually s~lved. 

l'lrst Day. 
-· 

The Presi, 
dent's 

Address. 
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The state of things is far worse in Madras. 'Some portions. of the Madras ·Prac · 

sidency are permanently settled, but in the greater por~ion of the Province the 
revenue is not permanently settled, there is no ciass of landlords; an<! tlie · Govern' 
ment demands as revenue one-half of the net produce of the land, i. e.;of ~be produce 
after ded~cting the cost of cultivation.' Folj a clear, and luminous, and bri~f aMount . 
of how th1s system has worked I would refer you to the speeches made m ·recent 
years by the Raja of Bobbili, by the Hon'ble Subba Rao, and by Mr. Vencataratnii.m, 
himself a large landholder, and President of the Godavari District Association. 'rhey 
point out that the rights of the Madras cultivators have not· been strengthened; as iii 
Bengal, by successive .Acts within this half-century, 'but have been weakened by 
successive measures of the Government. They point out that in 1857, the proprie
tary right of the cultivator with fixity of 3.SS assment was admitted by the Government; ' 
that in 1882; under Lord Ripon's administration, a virtual pledge was given that no 
enhancements would be allowed except on the equitable ground of a. rise in prices; 

. a.nd that at the present day these pledges are ignored, these safeguards are with
drawn, and enhancements are actually made on tbe ground of reclassification of soils 
a.s well as of rise in price'!!. More. tha.n this, I read a passage in the Ma.dra.s S ta.nding 

·Information of 18i9, quoted in the Hindu newspaper of Madra.s, that the land tax 
estimated at one half the net produce should not exceed 40 per cent. of gross produce 
where the la.nd is irrigated at Government <'ost, and should not exceed 33 per cent. 
of the gross produce in the ca.se of lands not so irrigated. . When I' read a 1·ule like 
this, I am filled with bewilderment and pain. Where is· the old Hindu rule fixing 
one-sixth of the produce as tbe proper rent~ rule which is virtua.lly observed in 
Bengal a.t the present day ~ith such happy results? Let me mention,·· gentlemen, 
that when the Tenancy Bill of l3engal was under discussion in 1884, I ha.d the honour 
to recommend tha.t 20 per cent. of the gross produce-which is a little over the old 
Hindu rate-should be fixed as the maximuJU of rent payable by a cultivator .. ·My 
proposal was accepted by the then Revenue Secreta.ry of Bengal who is now the. 
honoured ruler of these N.·W. Provinces. The proposal accordingly found a. place 
in the Tenancy Bill drafted by the Government of Bengal; but it wa.s not ultimately 
pa.ssed into law, because, in ma.ny parts of Benga.l, the zemindars were gettin~: much 
less than 20 per cent. of thE.' produce; and to frame a rule about ma.ximuiil rent might 
induce landlords in a.U parts of Bengal to screw up the renta.l totha.t maximum. The 
argument was good, and I was not sorry that my proposal was rejected. But it is 
somewha.t curious that while the Bengal Government declined to fix 20 per cent. of . 

·the produce as the maximum of rent, for fea.r ;that the zeminda.l:s might work u_p to 
that rate, the Madras Government had actually a rule in their Sta.nding Informa.tion 
Book fixing 33 and 40 per cent. of the gross produce as the maximum rent .. Are you · 
surprised that under the circumstances there should be such repea.ted and disastrous 
famines in Madras, and that as pointed out by Mr. A. R:>gers-late of the. Indian 
Civil Service and a high authority in revenue matters-a great deal of land is out of 
cultivation because cultivators cannot pay the rent that is dema.nded by the Sta.te-

. landlord? _The rule in Madras is, as I have said before, to demand one-half the net ' 
produce-i.. e., the value of the produce after deducting the cost of cultiva.tion. Gen~ 
tlemen, I state it from my experience that such calculations ca.nnot be accurately 
made, and that every mistake made is fil.tal to the cultivators. And I also sta.te {t from 
my experien<!e that one-half of the net produce-not of the assets. of the zemindars 
as in the North-West Provinces, but of the net produce of the land....:is a. ruinous rate·· 
of la.nd-tax which. is bound to bring the cultivating. cla.sses into wretchedness and 
poverty and to disastrous fa.mines in every yea.r of the failu:te ()f crops, Ado,Pt the . 
old Indian rule-the rule which is pra.ctica.lly observed in Benga.l with such ha,PPY 
results-and you relieve the cultiva.ting population of Madra.s, and virtually solve the 
problem of famines. · · • 

BOMBAY AND THE PUNJAB." ;. · 
. . ' . . 

Gentlemen, I have not time to-day to go over the land revenue arrangements in 
other parts of India-of the Bombay Presidency or of the Punjab. In Bombay. 
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we ba..ve generally· the same sy,stem as in Madras, the Government generally re- - T. 
ceiving rents direct. :from the cultivators. But the settlement officers in Bombay ThePresi
take into consideration what have been paid by cultivators in previous years with- :~t·s .. 

··-out .difliculty,.a.nd do not proceed merely on paper calculations; and in so far the a ress. 
Bombay method is better than the Madras methed. ln the Punjab the land system 
is some_what similar to rthat of the North-Western Provinces; but you will find on 
examination that neither in Bombay nor in the Punjab is the cultivator assured 
of. getting an adequate proportion of the produce of the land he cultivates ancJ 
without such assurance· his condition cannot be improved, and he cannot be saved 
from famines merely by tinkering with his relations with his money-lender. I am 
not discussing to-day the merits of the different systems prevailing in the different 

· Provinces of India-the Zamindari system of Bengal, the 7'alukdari system of Oudh 
the Mahalwa1·i system of the North-West, the Malguzari system of Central India, or the 

. · Ryotwari system of Southern India. Nor am I discussina: the desirability of extending 
the Permanent Settlement to all parts of India as was recommended by Lord. Canning 
in 1860, though 1 myself think that would be a wise and a generour measurE! to which 
t.he Government is pledged by· its many promises !n the past 1 am not entering 
into these subjects in order to avoid all discussion, all controversy; and I am laying 
down a proposal which must receive universal assent without any controversy-tliz., 
that the cultivator. should be assured in an adequate share of the produce of his lanll 
if he is to be saved from indebtedness and proverty, distress and famine. I have con
fined myself .to the actual condition of the cultivator and the incidence of the land-tax 
<In the cultivator, for in India the cultivator is the nation. Never mind under what 
system or under what settlement he lives, assure to him an adequate proportion· out 
-of the produce of his lanli-such a proportion as the old Hindu law assured him, and 
the custom 1n modern Bengal assures ~hn-a.nd he is saved, and the nation is saved .. 

" . 
' CENTRAL PROVINCES. .. " . ' .- ~ ' 

But before I leave 'this subje~t I must say one word about the Central Provinces of 
Iri:lia, which have suffered so ·disastrously in the famine of 1897, and which is suffering 

· -once more under the famine of 1899. .The Central Provinces have suffered more 
from recent famines than any other part of India because the land-revenue settlements 
have been more severe. and more· h.trsh, not in their .intention, but in their actual 

· -operation, than any othe~;part of India. I constantly heard in England, as I have no 
. doubt you constantly heard in this country, of the disastrous results of the recent 
· revenue· settlements in that Province, initiated by Sir Alexander Mackenzie and 

completed by his successors. B'ut 1 will not mention· here what I have heard, I w.ill 
limit my remarks entirely to the facts contained in official reports and stated in the 
House of Commons, by ~be Secretary of State for India in reply to questions put to 
him tn' March last. year, 'by one of the .. truest friends of the Indian cultivator, Mr. 

• • ' I I 

Samuel Smith. · · 
' Gentlemen. there is a healthy rule, generally .followed in the North-Western Pro

vinces, that settlements are made for thirty years, because it is undesirable to harass 
' the people -with frequent enhancements and frequent settlement operations. The 
·rulers of the Central Provinces lave departed from this rule and made the present 
settlerp.ent for twenty years, save in a few backward tracts, where I suppose still 
shorter settlements· have been made. There is another heathly rule, followed in the 
North-Western Provinces, that the land revenue is fixed at one-half the rental receiv
ed by. landlords.. Will you believe it that in the eastern and southern districts of the 
Central Provinces the Government revenue was fixed between 55 and 75 per cent. of 
the rent in the previous settlement, and between 50 and 60 per cent. in the recent set
tlement? ..¢\dd to this another 12 per cent. for certain local rates, and the Government 
demand on the Malguzars comes to about 72 per cent. of their supposed collections . 

. 1 ask every impartial man, every fair minded administrator, why settlements have· 
been made in the Central Provinces for twenty years or less when settlements are made 
in the North-West for thi'rty years? I ask every responsible ruler why tb.e Govern· 
ment should demand '6o per cent. as .rent, plus 12 per cent. as rates, from the Mal-
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First ,;.;.;. guzar of the Central Provinces when the Government recei~e~ only about 40 J?ar ~en • 
Th~i- in the North; West according to the evidence of 8\r_Antony MacDonnell? These diff~r

dent's . ·ences in figures may not mean mo;~~ to the theoretical statesman! but ~hey .mean life-
address. and death to the Indian cultivator (hear, hear). Every tampermg -wtth the settled 

rules in land settlements, every lowering of the period of settlements, every increase
in the proportion of the Government demand me~ns the further. impo~erishm?nt oft?& 
cultivators means increased wretchedness and mdebtedness m ordmary t1mes, ln• 

creased d~ths in famines. Why, gentlemen, this very experiment was tried in the_se· 
North· Western Provinces; the Government demand at first was not• half but two-thirds. 
of the assets of the landlords; and that rule .created a degree· of. suffering to the 
people greater than all the wars of the first half of this centul"y. ·That rule was ulti· 
mately abandoned in 1855, and the Government demand ·was fixed &t one-ha.l.f. the
rental of the landlords ; and is it fair that we should go hack in the Central Provinces 
to the old rule which our experience has taught us_ here to be harsh_a.nd cruel to the
cultivators? If the people had any control over the executive action in- the Central 

'Provinces, the tampering with the old established settlement rules would not_ have
been allowed .. If the people had been represented in the Viceroy's Ex(lcutive Council 
to press these matters, no Viceroy of India. would have permitted such depart1Jr& 
from the usual settlement rules, a. depa.rture which has been disastrous in its conse~ 
quences on the condition of the people, and increased the deaths from famines in the 
Central Provinces. 

Gentlemen, I ha.ve detained you longer on this subjec.t than I ha.d intended, but . 
the importance of the s~bject is my excuse.. I state my deliberate opinion, based 
on a careful study of the question for thirty yea.rs, tha.t the land revenue arrangement$ 
in India are responsible, not for bringing on famines, but :lor deepening the effects
of these famines; and secondly, that if the P''sition of the cultivator was assured-as. 
it is assured by the Hindu laws, and as it is assured in Bengal-loss of lives could 
be prevented on the occurrence of famines, as it has been prevented in Bengal. British 
administration has done much for us; it has given us internal peace, it has given us 
education, it bas brought us nearer to western civilisation. But British administration 
has not performed_all its duty so long as the;countryis desolated by famines, unheard 
of in any other civilised and well-governed country. My conviction is, and I lay it-: 
loyally before the Government, ,that these frequent and acute famines are mainly 
owing to the cause that our village industries are gone and our village lands are ~
assessed (hear, hea-r). My conviction is, a.Jid I lay it loyally before the Government, _ 
·that this enormous loss of lives is preventible, ·and could be avoided through in ore 
considerate land settlements, assuring to the cultivator in every pr~vince an adequate-
proportion of tbe food that he produces .... ·. ·, · . . . · .· · ' _. · · . ·· 

. ' _, ,._ -, ,.. ' ' "· ,- .•' ' ' .• . :-- ~ ,i" :-~-:. -. 

MILITARY EXPENDITURE, CURRENCY, NATIONAL' DEBT, INDUs~t 
TRIES AND SERVICES,' - · . - . :· : , -· , .. -' " · 

' 
Gentlemen, there are various other causes of the poverty o{ ·India under the-

. British .rule which I have not tou·ched upon to-day, and which I do not wish t1> 
touch. upon, because . they . hav~ been dis_cnssed ably,. eloquently, and repeatedly 
by yourselves at previous meetmg$ of this Congress, and some of them will b& · 
discussed again this year by other speakers. There is the question of th~ erwr 
mous Military ~"{penditure, and th.e maintenance . of a vast army out of th~ 
resources of Ind1a, not for the requrrements of India, but for the requirem t 
f h B 't" h E . . A . Af . en s o t . e ri Ls mpire m s1a, nca, and even iu Europe. · There is the questio~ 

of the National Debt, which, in Great Britain, has been reduced by ~<bout 175 millions 
since 1860, an4 which has gone up by over 100 millions in India within this p · d 

· · · d · er10 , '?ausmg .an .mcreasmg ra~ out of the revenues of India for the payment for 
• mterest m England. There IS t~e q~estion of the Currency which has been lately 
settled by the Currency Committee ln'a manner not conducive to the · te t r 
tl ·n· f It' h m res s o 1e mi tons o cu LVators w ose debts have been increased and saVI· d · t d . . · , ugs eprema. e . 
"!'here Is the questwn of encouraging and helping the Iudustr' 1 Cl · · d' 
1. f · • . . 1a asses rume . 
vy un air competitiOn, a question which has been ably and exhaustively dealt. 
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with by one of tM. most leamed. and thoughtful writers of this generation, the First DaJ', 
Hon'ble· Mr.,.Justice; Ranade of Bombay. And there is the question of the possible .ThePresi
saving of expenditure by the larger employment of the educated people of Indi&, • .dent's · 

. not only .. in the Indian Civil Service, but in the higher grades of all services, audress. 
· Educational and MediCd.l, Pollee and ~ngineering,Post Office and Telegraph. Three 

· · generations of ·Indians have been educated in English schools and colleges in 
··India·! they have proved their 1itness and capacity in every place they have held; 
. aud yet they are virtually Uitlanders in their own country, so far as a real control 
over administration is concerned. 

I . . -

·· · I pass over these and other cognate subje,cts because I have no time to deal 
.with them, and beca.use you have often dealt with them eloquently and exhaustively, 

· ·and .will deal with many of them · again. I will only repeat that it is perfectly 
possible to cut down ·expenditure, to moderate land assessments, to revive indus· 

. tries, and to prevent deaths from famines, if there is a. real and honest determil;l· 
ation to rule· India for 'the good of the people, and with the co-operation of the 

·people:. ., .. ·. .. . 1 

. ,. Gentlemen, .. .I desire.· with you·r permission to add a word or two on thiS 
. last subject, 1ii2., the desirability of enlisting the co-operation of the people in the 

work of administration; ~the desirability of' bringing. the administration in closer 
touch with the people, and \>ringing our rulers in closer touch with ourselves. This 
is desired by every enlightened and far-sighted ruler as well as by ourselves ; and 
this is calculated to improve the administration and to :r:nake British rule in India 
stronger and more. popular. ·A commencement has been made in this direction 

.·since th~ ·days of Munro and Elphinstone and Lord William Bentinck; and what 
I will suggest is not a new departure, but a progress in the lines already laid down. 
I do not myself believe in new departures and novel experiments ·in administration; 

· having passed the best years of ~y life .in administration I naturally have more faith 
. in gradual and cautious· progress in the lines· which have been already laid down. 

VILLAGE UNIONS. 

· Gentlemen, l will begin with villages-because, as I have already said, in. 
India thG villager represents the nation.. In village administration there is no touch 
between the l,'nlers and the people, the only link between the administrators and 

·the people in.-~ivil ~dministra.tion is the hated link of the police. It is a misfortune 
and an admin~stratjve mistake that our District officers should have so little ,direct 
touch with the villagers and their natural leaders, and should work so entirely through 

' t11e police ... ,U. there is di!Jtress in the land, the police IIIJ),kes enquiries ; if there 
is cholera epidemie. in the land, the police distributes cholera pills; if a village 

.. ta.nk has giYen way or the village water-supply dried up, tl!e police reports and organ· 
· . ises help ; if. a tree has been blown down BJ;1d obstructs a village path, (I have seen 

instances of this myself), _the villagers are powerless to help themselves until the 
police comes and .removes the obstruction.· It seems to be a mockery that the very 

, country which W!'S. the first to organise village communities, village Panchayets, 
and village self~govern_ment, and cherished these institutions for 3, 000 years, should 

· be rende1·ed so . abs9lutely helpless, and should be ruled through the undesirable 
agency of the police.·· Gentlemen, the mistake has been discovered' and Village 

. Unions have been formed or are in the course of formation in most Provinces in 
· India., Makl) these Vlllage Unions t•eal centres of village administration in so far 
· as is consiste~1t withgood government. Parcel out ea.ch Sub-division into twenty 

or thirty Village Unions, entrust the Union Committees with the charge of village 
roads, .village, tanks, ·village drainage, village education, and village hospitals, and 

. send, over. i<? them a,U petty civil and criminal cases, not for judicial desposal, h\lt 
for or amica\;lle .Rettlement. A great deal of expensive litigation and bad feeling into 

·villages can,. tbus .'Qe stopped, a great deal of useful work can. thus be done, and 
and what i!j;. ingre,. the. natural leaders of the village population will thus come iu 
touch with the Suh-llivisional and District administrators, and will form the agents 
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First DIJT, of. village administration in so far as they are fit . to take that position. An uo.

ThePrel!li.' aympathetic system of rule through the police will thus be replaced by a rule with 
dent's the co-operation of the people themselves •.. · • · ' 

address. · · 

MUNICIPAL TOWNS. •· 

' From the subject of Villages I come to the subject of Municipal Towns 
which are receiving a. ,grea.t deal of attention now. · Gentlemen, I consider it of 
primary ·importance that we should insist on efficient municipal administration, 
and that power should be given to the Government to ensure 81JCh efficient administra· 
tion if the Municipal Commissioners are slack. Such power. is retained by the Govern· 
lllent in England, and it is more necessary that such power should be ret'ained by the 
Government in India. But having provided for this, .I. am of. opinion that the 
work should be done through the elected Commissioners and not through officials 
or secretaries appointed by th1;1 Government. The latter syste.m ruins self-government, 
and is not needed. I have myself supervised the work of every municipality iil a District 
as a District Officer, and I have supervised the worij: of all the municipalities in a Division 
as a Divisional Commissioner. The Municipal Commissioners were sometimes zealou:5 
.and sometimes slack, sometimes they went the right way and sometimes the wrong 
:w_ay ; but I have never found them obstructive ; I have never found them averse to 
•a.nitary improvement or general 'progress ; I have never found them other than 
amenable to reason and advice: With some tact and patience and sympathy we can 
get all that we want to do through the men elected by the people themselves ; and it is 
unwise and undesirable, it is. a confession of our· own incompetency and want of 
.sympathy, to try to replace the elective system by men appointed by the Government 
to do municipal work in the srnall district to.vils of India. The aptitude of .self· -
government in towns and villages is, in India., a heritage of three hundred years, 
and _to seek to ignore it is an administrative blunder, and a coa.fessioq. of our own 
incompetency. 

. .... :, 

DISTRICT BOARDS • 
.. 

Coining next to the subject of Distl'ict Boards, the que~tion 'is often asked ·why 
.lion-official chairmen should not be appointed over the;;e B,>ards. The · reason, · 
:gentlemen, in the generality of cases, is that non-official gentlemen who know their own 
villagt>s and estates will have not the same knowledge of the district as a whole a.s the . · 
'District Officer. We must, above all, insist on efficient work being done-and generally · 
'the District Officer is the only man who can in the ordinary C·>Urse of his tonrs super. -
vise and secure efficient work throughout' his district:· At the same time I would not · 
'make al'ly hard and fast rule ; and where we have retired Government servants or 
private gentlemen who know their districts well, and whd ha-ve the capacity and the time 
·.or administrative work, it would be· a gain and not a loss to oar administration to see 
·.such gentlemen appointed chairmen of District Boards 'f ahd I sincerely hope to -see it. 
bei!'inning made by the Government in this direction.' Another question which is 
.Often discussed in connexion with District Boards is the poverty of their income. 
_This, gentlemen, is a real and a grave evil ; and it has become not only desirable but 
necessary that for large provincials cbemes or irrigation and drainage the resources 

· ~f the District Board should be supplemented by provincial grants. You are aware 
how much good is done in these Provinces by a system of irrigation wells ; and there 

_is no reason why the work of the maintenance of a sufficient number of. such wells 
and other wor)l;s for the prevention of ~amines sliould not be made over to the District 
Board on allotments made by the Provincial, Government. In Bengal the crying evil 
is bad _drainage, wh~ch causes that malaria which is the curse of one half of the pro· 
vince. There is no reason why a provincial grant should not be made to every Dis
trict Board for the proper drainage of the district. Gentlemen, I, have said it else
where that the money spent on one needless trans-frontier war, if spent in improving the 
drainageofBengal, would save millions of the people permanently from one of the dil:-

' 'i • 
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direst curses of the present age. My advice is: lllake t\J,e District Boards real agents of fllrst Da.r. 
beneficent administration with the co-operation of the people ; don't strangle them by Th -Pr -_ 

'-- ld f - · • e e~' thesw..c es o o:ffimaltsm :don t starve them by want of funds. dont's 
• >... , ·· ·.- ; , ., • .Address. 

PROVINCIAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCILS. 
,.. ' • 

.. ' And now, gentlemen, I com3 .tO the impo~t\!ont subject of Provincial Legislative 
Councils, and. on this subject also my suggestion will be to proceed on the lines already 
la.id. down, and not to take a new departure. The object uf allowing district and 
municipal bodies to elect members of these Councils was to allow the views of the 
people to be represented, and I think every :responsible administrator in India wil~ 
admit that this wise step has improved !l>nd strengthep.ed the legislative machinery of 

_the. Government.. Even when the views of the elected members are rejected-ami 
they are often rejected-even then the expression of their views is a gain to the cause 

. of admiliistration.. 'The time has now come when a fuller scope may be given to thhr 
~ressiol\ of our views and the repref;entation of our opinions. Half-a-dozon mem• 
hers, elected nnder somewhat complicated rules, can scarcely give expression to the 
views of the people of a province with a population of. thirty or forty millions or more., 
Is it too much to hope that in ths not remote fllture the Government will :find it pos•_. 
sible to permit every district to be represented by its own member ? I do not object to 
the numbel' of official-and nominated members being also increased ; I do not .object to
Councils sitting .five days or six days in the week instead of one day ; and I do not 

· ()bjecfi to the bead of the Government reserving the power of vetoing a measure, evea 
against tile views of the majority of the Council, in urgent cases, as the Queen of England 
has theoretically the power to refuse her consent to a measure passed by both Houses. 
With these safegua:uds, I would suggest an expansion of the Provincial Councils on the 
basis of each district being represented by its member, so that. there may be an· 
:adequate expression ofthe.people's opinions a11d views on every question. We do not 
-wish for the absolute eontrol of the administration of _the country, but we do dem!'nd 
an adequate means of placing our views before the Government before it decides oa 

· .questions affecting our welfare. • 

·- • 
PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE COt]NCILS. 

. But, g~ntlemen, the· L~gislative .COuncils dear with legislation only, •there· a.r'l 
.hi.r~ a.nd i~portant measures of administra(ioti which do not come within the scope' 

· -of thesq 'c(>uncils. · "'-l!l weakness of the present" system of government is that in the· 
.decision on' t_hese !!-dministrative 111easures the people have no voice·.andOare· not 

· bep,rd 'at l!lt ~ To· take one instance ·out ot hundreds which will no doubt suggest · 
·themi>elves 1i<> you; tl:u~ people ofth~ Centra1 Provinces of India.had: no cou,stitutional: 
meausof declal1ing.whflther the revenue settliHnent should be for ·twenty or tll.irty· 
.tears; ~hether'the Government demand should be 50 per cent. of the Malguzars" 
~Assets, ·ot 60 per cent, pliu1 12 per cent. as rates ; and the decision to which the· 
Government ariived without the constitutional advice of the pE>ople bas been· disas·· 

. trous. . Gentlemen, .-thiS (lefect can be rectified, this weakness may be removed. 
·'There are Executive Councils in Bombay and in Madras; similar Executive Councils 
·may be formed in tl1e >N'orth~West Provinces and the Punjab, in the Central· 

... P;rovinces and in Bengal, and at .least •one member of the Executive Council' 
. should .. be an Indian gentle mail with experience .in administrative work, 
.and representing the views of his countrymen (Apzllau.~e). It is usual for a 

. . 
. mllmber of an Executive Council to have a portfolio, i. e., to have one depart• 
ment of work assigned to him ; and the work which I would assi!,rn to the Indian 
member is. Land Revenue, Industries and Agriculture. .There is no department· 

.·ofwork in which an Indian member. can. make himself more useful, or make hill 
services more valuable to the voiceless millions of cultivators and artis~tns. The 

.addition of :one Indian in ember will not weaken Provincial administration ; It Will 
:~trengthen such administration, make·it more sympathetic, and bring it into some
-what closer touch with the people. 
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Fir.st JJ#.y. THE VICEROY'S EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, 
~ 

'I'hePresi: · · h' h h I h f · il · · .. f lnd' dent's • . And, gentlemen, am I aspmng too ~g ~ en ope or ~1m ar.s~a .. a or l&n 
Address ··members in the cloudy heights of Imperml Simla 1' Am I urgmg anythmg unreason-

. able when I propose that the Viceroy, who has the benefit of consulting experienced 
English ad~inistrators, in his Executive Council, should also have the advantage of 
hearing the views and opinions ofafew Indian ruembersin the same Co]lncil before he 
decides on questions affecting the interests of the people of India? Am I urging any·. 
thing unwise when I propose that the Viceroy, when he considers measures affecting 
the condition of the indebted cultivators, the operations of plague and famine relief, • 
the rules of land revenue settlements, the questions affecting Hindu and ,Mahomedan. 
customs and manners, should have by him, in his own Executive Council, a. few Indian. 
gentlemen who represent the views, the opinions and the feelings of the people 1' An: 
Executive Council cannot be much enlarged without loss of efficiency; but surely the· 
Viceroy's Council could make room for three Indian gentlemen, one to represent· 
Berigal and Assam, a11other to represent the North-West and the Punjab, and th& 
third to represent Bombay,·Madras and the Central Provinces .. The selection should 
!'eSt, of course, with the Viceroy himself, for anything like election into an Excutive · 
Colincil would be absurd ; and the three. Indian members should be entrusted with. 
the· departments of Agriculture, Industries and Land Revenue of their respective< 
provinces. The wise and magnanimous Akbar. entrusted his Land Revenue arrange• 
ments to a Todar Mall ; and the British Government may consider it wise and states·' 
manlike to avail itself of the experie)ice of Indian gentlemen in controlling Land 
Revenue settlements, and generally in improving the condition of the voiceless and·. 
impoverished cultivators and · manufacturers of India. I myself think that the 
administration of the country would be vastly improved by such representation of 
Indian opinions in our highest Councils, and that the Government of India and 
the Government of the Provinces would be brought in closer touch with the people. 
And, gentlemen, I am very much mistaken in Qllr present Viceroy if his Excellency 
does not himself sincerely desire to mark his administration by some measures which • 
will bring the rulers in closer touch with the peopl~. · 

• 
PROGRESS IN .THE F\,JTURE. 

·And now, gentlemen, it only. remains for me to thank you once more for the great: 
honor you have done me by electing me to preside on this occasion, and for the kind 
and patient hearing you have given me, , I have been somewhat of an optimist all my·· 
life, I have a belief in progress, I have faitb. in the British Government, I have lived • 
and .worked in that faith and I should like to die in that faith. The experiment of 
administ~ationfor the people, not by the penple, was tried in every country in Europe .. 
in the last century, by some of the best-intentioned sovereigns tha,t ever lived· wh<) 
are known in history as the Benevolent Despots of the 18th Century • .' · The experi· 
ment failed because it is an immutable law of nature that you cannot permanently 
Stll'.ur ~ the welfare Of a people if you . tie Up the hands of the people themselves 
(4pplause). Every country in Europe recognises this truth now, and England fore- · 
most of all. Every English colony has obtained a system of self-government, and from · 
being discontented and disaffected they are now the strongest supporters of the 
British empire. And a system of complete self-government in local affairs was. 
conceded to Ireland by the present Government less than two years ago, when Lord 
Curzon was a distinguished member of that Government. The conditio-ns of India 
a.re different, and I admit freely and fully that we. want a strong eentralised Govern- · 
ment here ; and if the moderate "scheme I have proposed tended in any .way to 
weakl'n the Indian Government, the proposal, gentlemen, would not have come from· 
me. But I have discussed the subject with ·many eminent English1n:en, now in 
England and possessing vast experience in Indian administration, and I have .asked ' 
them to reject my scheme if they thought it would weaken the Indian (}overnment . 
in.stead of greatly strengthening it. Gentlemen, I have never been told in reply tba~ : 
the scheme would weaken the Government It is isolation, it is exclusiveness,jt is :want.: 
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of tou'cll with -the people, which weakens British rule in India (Hear, Hear,) and my fllrst D•T-

des.ire 'is' to streng-th~n thatrule by bringing it in touch,_with the people, by enlisting TbePresi· 
theze~~;lous co-opera.t1on of a great a.nd loyal nation. , · · dent's 

- : : Permit' me, gentlemen, to refer for a. moment to my own experience as a District Address. 
Oftillel;; : You are aware that a District Officer is liable to frequent transfers ; and I -
was sometimes in charge of districts where 75 per cent. of the people were Hindus, 
and at other times of districts where 75 percent. were Mahomedans. I may remark 
in p~sing that everywhere I received the cordial co-operation of the people in my 
a.dinlnistrative work,. and the sympathy and support, which I received from Mahome-
dan zemindars and the Mahomedan population generally, enabled me to administer· 
with' soine degree of success such vast and difficult districts as Backergunj a.nd 
Myln:ensingh.· But what I wish specially to mention is that in these Mahomedan 
districts the Government always employed a number of able Mahomedan Deputy 
CQJletttors to advise and help the District Officer in his work; and in all questions' 
relatrng to· the ~ocial ·and economic conditions of the Mahomeda.n people, and to 
their public feelings and religious sentiments, ·~· received the most valuable help 
a.nd·ad:vice fro.m lllYMahoJI~edan colleagues in the rkofadministration. .Gentlemen, 
the duties and responsibilities of a District Offi r are humble compared to the 
manifold duties and high responsibilities of a Viceroy or the. Governor 'of~ Province;' 
a.nd I therefore often ask JllYSelf if those ~tates~Den do npt sometimes feel, as we 
humble District Officers always :f.elt,: that it would:· help ~d jmprove administration 
to have a few true representatives of the people by their side and in their executive 
Councils. And I cannot help replying to myself that the advice and help of some 
Indian colleagues would greatly strengthen the bands of wise and sympathetic 
statesmen iri. ·solving . tne .. great problems which lie before them; none of which is 
more momentous ;._nd more pressing than the condition. or the Indian agriculturist' 
a.nd the Indian manufacturer. · 

Gentlemen, from wha.tever point o,f view I examine the question, whether U: the
light of European history, or of the spirit of British institutions, or of the require· 
ments for good government for India, I feel convinced that. to.associate the people 
of India more largely in shaping the administration oUhe country is not only the 
wisest but the only possible path before us. It is true we have not been moving 
onwards in this path in recent years; we have actually stepped backwards in these 
years of misfortunes and calamities ·a.nd panic; we have even been deprived of those 
rights and privileges which we secured inyears of wise and sympathetic administra.· 
tion. .·. But s'ucll years ufretro~ade movement come to all nations from time to time. 
eveu to those who are most advanced. ·Remember England at the close of the last 
century, when to talk of political reforms was punished as sedition and crime, when 
coercive measure$ were passed to stop 'public meetings, when reactionary laws were 
enacted to restrict the liberties of English,men. The panic passed away after the 
Napoleonic wars were over, and the Reform came in 1832 •. The reactionary period 
through which we are passing will end before long, a.nd wise. English statesmen will 
pe1·ceivein the future, a.s they have perceived in the past, that England's duty· and; 
England's interests are the same in India, to consolidate British rule by extending, 
not restricting self-government, by conciliating, not alienating a loyal and a. grateful. 
nation. . 

·. Gentlemen, it ·is possible· to prevent distress and disasters and deaths from: 
famines, to spread prosperity and contentment, and to evoke the zealous and loyal. 
support of a grateful nation,. only by conceding to the people,-in so far a.s is safely 
possible,-the blessings ot' self-government. Gentlemen, iu is not possible, without· 
this concession, witl1.out admitting the people to a real share in the control of their 
own concerns, to save India from distress and discontent and deaths from famines.' 
'l'herefore, · as an old and faithful and retired servant of the Indian Government, I 
have thoughtit my duty to raise my voice to urge the adoption of the better and the 
wise:( course,-the only course which can.save my ·countrymen from preventible 
famines and deaths, and can consolidate .British rule in Indilll (lou,z and continued 
~~~ - ' ,. 



C" 21.: 1 
;;irs!:&,,· ·, I: C'rave your indulgence for one little i.natter. · I have been asked to annou~~e that. 

.<fhe-p;eai; at 5 P. M. the inaugural address of the Social Conferenc~ will he delivered by our res-.. 
den.t'lf . pected countryman, Mr. Justice Ranade. No doubt you will all make it a point 

address. · tAl. attend that. meeting. That meeting'will take l}lace in the Reading Room Library. 
. ' ~ ·- . . 

· · I wish also to announce the fact which I have na doubt you have heard •. an4 
· '\Vhich will no doubt be received with .universa.l satisfaction, that Natu brot-hers have · 
J;ieen released (loud and continued .Applause). · _ . 

. . . 
The next busines I have to do i& to call up:myou to appoint your Subj~cts Oom-

~~ - - . . 

. . 
. Tbe delegates representing each of. the Congress circles then ha-nded in slips 

l?earing the names of the delegates chosen by them to represent the 1~spootive cir.
~les on the Subjects Committee. 

' . . 
.•- .-THE PRESIDENT :-I will now call upon 1\lr. J. Ghosbal t.o read the names of-mem 
lJers of the Subjects Committee. 

MR. J. GHOSAL (CALCUTTA):-Gentlemen, the following are the names of thee de ... 
-egates pr~posed to serve on the Subjects Committee:- . ; 

CALCUTTA.-

" 
" , 
" 

' ,. 

' " 
" 
" c- ··n-.. .,. 

. " r 
' . 

¥. ).,,t-~· 

... !, t 

~. " • ,.., ; . 'l . 

' . ~ ·-~ ,, 
RRISHNAGAU.
~-4-PERGUNNAS,

CoMILLA.--
·~· .•. -. 

. .. , 
MIDNAPORE.-

" Bu"RDWAN.-

·" . 
TuMLGK.-

fAssAM.
:({HULNA.-
JF.SSORE.-

(1) CALCUTT-4. • 

1. The Honourable Babu Surend-ra Nath Banerji. 
2. Mr. J. Ghosal. 
3. Babu Bhupendra Nath Bose. 
4. ,. · Prithwis Chandra Rai. 
5. _. ,. Dwijendra. Nath Bose. 
6. " Akshoy Kumar Bose. 
7. , Yatindra Mohan Bose. 
8. , •. Krishna. Kumar )iitra. 
9. Mr, J. Barooba. , 

10 .. -Babu Joti Prosonno Mnkerji. _, 
11. , . Niroda Chandra. Uc.atterji 
12. Pandit Kali Prosonno Kabyabisharad:. 

·_ 13. . Mr. Tara. Prosonno Mitter. 
14. M.v,. Rannoo Lal Shaw .. 

1 r"', 

15. Dr. ,Nilratan Sircar •• 
16. Dr .. M. M. Bose. 
1 .. Mr. Nanda. Goi>Ell Bhaduri. 
1. Ra.i Ja.tindra Na.th Choudhul'y. 
1. • Mr. Ra.jani Nath Nundy;. 
2. · , Satyeudt-a Nath Bose . 
1. . ,. Troylokho Nath Pal. 
2. ., Peary Lal Ghose. 
1. , Amar Nath Datta. 
2. , Sarat Chandra Bose. 

, Baranasy Ba1-ierjee. · 

•.i 

., Ramani Mohan Choudhury. 
, Nogendra Nath Sen. 
, Debendra Prasad Ghose. 

· (2) MYMENSINGH. 

· 1. Mr. Surya Kumar Shoma. 
2. , Mono Mohan Neo,ai.. 

· 3. " Rebati Mohan Guho. 
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(3) l<'ARIDPORE, · First IJ•:r. 

1. Mr. Ambica Charan Mozumuar. Subj•'•·t~ 
Commit-., Gyan Chandra Banerjea . trw. -· " 3. Ali Uzzaman Choudhury. • 

" 4. 
" Nogendra. Nath Sen. 

(4) BARISAL. 

1. Mr. Aswini Kumar Dutt. 

(5) RANGPUR. 

1. Mr. Satish Chandra Chakerbatty. \\ 

(6) DINAJPUR. 

1. Mr. Ra.khal Dass Sen .. · 
2. .. Surendru. Na.th Roy; 

• (7) PUBNA • 

1. MJ;'. Tara.k Na.th Moitra. 
2. 

" 
Kunja. Lal Saba. 

(8) RAJSHAHI. 

1. Mr. Aksha.y Kumar MoitrR. 

(9) BERHAMPORE. 

1. The Honourable. Ba.ikunthu. NtLth Sen. 
2. Mr. Hemendra Nath Sen. 

• ~- Sudhanser Shekhal' Bngchi. 
" 

(10) BHAGALPORE. 

1. Mr. Rash Behar! Lal Mandai. 
2. 

" 
Jai Narain Manda.l. 

3. 
" 

Brij Behari La.l Mandai. 

(ll) PURNEAH. 

1. Mr .. Jagendra Nath Mukerji. 

(l2J N.-W. ·PROVINCES. 

AGlU.- 1. Babu Keoor Nath, 

" 2. Mr. Narayan Prashad Ashthara. 

ALIGAltH.- 1. Hafiz .\bdur Raheem. 
,_, . 2. Babu 4cbmi Narain. 

. ME11:11U'r.- 1. Babu Jagan 1:lttth. 

" 
., 
~. · Radha Charan GoswamL · 

SAHARAN PUN.- 1. Mr. MohanLal. 
2 . Babu· Nemi Dass. 

BA:U:ElLLY.-
. . 

1. Pundit Tulsi.Ra.m. 
, 2. Babu Jwa.la S~hai 

" 3. Haji Riazuddt>Pn. 
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. · -·· 
::-:uhj(>cts 
('<•ui n1if 

tPe. 

• --....... • 
SHAHJAH.o\XPOIU!. -. 

, 

.. 
JHANSI.- · 

1\IUTTRA.

A.LMORAH.--

1\IUZAFFARNAGAH.-

ALLAHABAD.-

., 
, 

" 
" .. 
" 
" 

MU!ZAPORE.-

" .. 
BEN ARES.-

" 
" 
" .. 
,, 

GORAKHPORE.-

" 
" 

AZAMGARH.-

C.\WNPORE.-

" 
•• 

. LUCKNOW.-.. 
,, 
" .. 
,, 
" .. 
•• 
" .. 
" 
" 
•• 

••• .. .. 

• 

. ·' ·. i ' .I: 
1. Ba bu Badri ,Pra"sa.d... . , . 

, Kalika Prasi!.<l ' 
' '· ~ I - • • ' 

,, 
~-

.. . -· , ' G~ll-~ Lal.. :: . ·. i 
Pandit Shew Prasim.. _.' 

• - • • -, ~ f • ---- • • -. - .1;. .. . 

1. Pundit Gopat"Das!l Sh~;~a .... :~-"--~---- .. ~ · 
1. Habu Jugmohan Prasad Bbargava. , · · 
1. Pandit Hari Ram. . l . . . . • ' 

1. , . I.nd.ra P):asad.. · ·., . 
. . - ~ . _, . . . - . . .... 

1. Tho Hon01p;able Pa.ndit Bishambhar Ns.th .. 
2. Paudit Sunder LaL · · •· · · 
3. Babu Durga Cha.rau Banerjee. 

· 4. Pa:n<lit· Jwa\it Dutt Joshi. · ·· 
5. , ~~u Mohan Malaviya. 
6. Babu Ra·iiiaNand Chatterjee. -
7. Mr. S. ~jnba. ,,., · ,_, '1 _, · 
R Pandit. 'r.lilj:;sahac\ur. Saprri." · · 

• •• .... ....... • • • • ' (f 

1. BabuSri~m •. ·., ,· 1 , 

'' , · Mabadeo Singh. .. . 
3. , . B~nU'ershad. ·: ·: · .. ~7 : .• 
1. Munshi Ma.dbo LaL :" ·:~ t ., 
2. . Rai Bulde6 Baksh. 
3. Mr. Naslruddeen Ahmed. 
4. · Choudhury Ram Pra~!ld. '. 
5. Bal:iu ~lata Prasad. · _;.' · · · : · 
6. , Jugal Kishore. . ; . c ·; 

· i Mr •. Alfred ~ uruiy. •. : .. 

3. 
Ba.bu Bhairon Prasad. < 
Munsbi Gorakh Prasad.· 

·· .. , 
1. Mr. Basudeo Saha.i., · 

L P-andit Prithi Nat;h. , .. 
Babu Triloki Nath. ', · " -

. . .. 

3. P.ai Dp~ P_ .. ~-asad., .• '-,: ~ . . 
' ., . ;t 

{13) OUDH. ,··, . . - ~ ~ . . ~ - ~ 

1 . Mi&s G\lorland. . , . ·,: 

. . 

., 
~-

3. 
4. 
5 . 

'Fandit Bisben Nara.in Dar~ ·: · 
Babu l(edar Natb. ·:: .' · , , 
Pandit Shiam Nara.in Masladan. 
Syed Ali OW!at.> • • • · , 

6. 
7. 
8 . 
!1 • 

10. 
11 . 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15 . 
16 . 
17. 

Babu Bipin· Behari Bose. · . 
. , Bhairon Pr!lsad. 

l\1 unsbi Saj}ad Hussai!i, · 
Dr. Nobin Chandra Mittra> · 
Babu Ram Chandra. 

, Ajit Prasa_d. .. > : :' '1 

1 , Krishna Buldeo Varnm~ · 
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(22) 'SHOLAPUR. ·. " 

•1. Mr. P. L. Nagpurka.r. 

(23) BlJ A.PUR. 
" ..... ,. 

1. Mr. R. M. Sane. , · .. ·, 

(24) lclLU.KARAN JI (So1tthern Marhatta Cuunt•'lf). 

1. Mr. G. B. Dev&l. 

(25) BELGAUM. 

1. Mr. S. B. Bhate. 

(26) DHARWAR. 

1. Mr. K. A. Guruji. 

(27) MADRAS . 
• 

1. Dr. T. M. Nair. 
2. Mr. Ra.m Chandra Pillai. 
3. , Paul Peter Pillai. 

' . . 

4. "· Ryru Nambiar. . 
5. , · Raja Gopala Charriar .. 
6. , Va.radacbari. 

' ' 
. . 
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7. .'' . V. Rama~wamy. · . 
8. ··., 0. V. Jagau Nath Shastri 

· 9. ., C. y, Chint11>mani. 
10. , D. Subramanyam. • 
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'rhe names of members of the Subjects Committe(~ ~m ;tppruved by the Con.,o-resg 
llmtnimonsly. · ' · · . ; : : . .I · . . , , · ~ 

~ .... ,• . . 

THI!: PI®>IDENT;-1 have only to announce that the Subjeuts Committee will JUetlt.. 
~ . . ~- . . . 

here in half an hour, while the Congress adjourns untill2 o'clnuk to· morrow. 
. : ' . ' ~ I ' ; . . . ;• ·: : ' . . , ~ 

.· .. . ::~ ~ .. ·-· - .. 

' .... ... . . . ; ' 
-·· . ' .·. ; 

" . 
I'- • 



Thursday, 28th December 1899. · 

t'l!'•~ ,.,.;MS re.,,.,m blod ot 12 .,;L 
. ·~ ' . 

' I• ~PRESIDENT :-I will first call upon Mr. Ghosal to read the rules for the 
' ' . ·. 

conduct of business, 

Mr: J. Ghosal read tho rules for the conduct of business with some observations. 
·, . 

Hafiz Abdul Rahim explained the .rules in Urdu. 
THE PRESIDENT:-! will now call upon Mr. Mudholkar to submit the report of 

the Committee appointed at the last Congress in regard to the constitution which it 
was proposed to frame. 

Mr. R.N. MuoHOLKAR (Amraotz):-Mr . . President, brother-delegates, ladies and 
gentlemen,-! b~g to present the report of the committee appointed by Resolution 
XXI at the ·Fourteenth indian National Congress to consider the draft constitution 
and to submiJ; a definite scheme. The Committee begs to submit the accompanying 
rules for the approval and acceptance ()f the <':longress. 

. . 
RULES REGARD!' 3-' .. 

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE CONGRESS. . . 

I. 'l'he obje<it of the Indian National Congress shall be to promote by constitu
tional means the interests and the well-being of the people of the Indian Empire. 
. . II. It shaH ordinarily meet once a year at such time and in such place as shall 

·ha.ve been resolved on by the last preceding Congress: Provided· that the Indian 
-Congress Committee may, in case of necessity, change the place or time of the meeting 
of the Congress: ' 

. Provided also that in case qf emergency the Indian Congress Committee may con
.-~vena an extraordinary Session of the COngress at such time and place as may be deter 
• mined by .them. · · · 

• ·· · · UL. It 'shall consist of delegates elected by political associations or other bodieA 
and ··by' piiblic meetings. . .. ' . . . 

. . : . 1v.·· ,'"Its affairs shall be managed. by a committee styled the Indiali co'n~~ss 
' Committee, consisting of SO · members elected by the Congress,· 26 of whom shall be 
. elected upon the i'ecommenda\ion of the delegates of the respective province!< in 

'Congress assembled in the manner herein below laid down, that is to say:-
.· For. Bengal including Assam 5 

For Bombay including Sind . . ... !i 
For Madras 5 

. For North-Western Provinces iiicluding Oudh 4 
For Panjab , 3 
For . Bera.r 2 
For Central Provinces :! 

; : _. The term of office of the members of the Committee shall be the"period inter
. yening between two ordinary meetings . of the Congreo;s. 
s· .. V. 'l'he Indian .Congress Committee shall meet at least thrice a year, once 
dlllmediately after the Congress, once during the year between the months of June 
;.and October, as may be determined upon by the Committe2, ancl onr~e immediately 

before the Congress, at the place where the Congress meets. 
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· VI. The Indian Congress C~mmittee shall ru;,~~ an Honorary Secretary and a paid 
Assistant Secretary, with suitable office staff, for which a sum of .Rs. 5,000 shall be 
granted annually, one hal! of which shall be provided by the Reception Committee of 
the place where .the last Congress is held, and the other half by the Reception Commit· 
tee of the place where the next succeeding Congress is to be held. 

The S1!cretary to the Indian National Congress ·shall be the Honorary Secretary 
of the Coll1mittee. ; . , . . . 

• j '/ '~ ' . ';.' • ~. 

The Committee shall make its own rules for the conduct of business. • : -
VII. Provincial Congress Committees shall be organized at the .capitals of the 

different Presidencies .and Provinces in India,· for the purpose of carrying on the 
work of political education throughout the year, by organizing District Committees, 
holding Provincial Conferences, and by such other means as . they may deem proper in 
consultation with the Indian Congress Committee for furthering the objects of the 
Congress. They shall be the responsible agents of the Indian Congress Committee 
for their respective provinces, and shall submit annual reports of their work to that 
Committee. · . ·· ... . ·. · . ·. · · . 

VIII. The nomination of the President, the drafting. of• Resolutions; and ~ll 
other business in connection with the Congress, shall be done by· th~ Indian Congress 
Committee. It shall also, subject to the approval of the Congress, frame rules for 
·the election of delegates and the conauct of the proceedings of the Congress. 

IX. Rules and bye-laws shall be framed by the Provincial Congress Commit
tees for the election of the members, the condu_tlt of their own proceedings and all 
other matters appertaining to their business. 'All such rules and bye-laws shall be 
subject to the approval of the Indian Congress Committee. . . 

. X. A Committee, styled the British Congress Committee, ~hall be maintained in 
England, which shall represent there the interest of the Indian National Congress. 
The amount requisite for the expenses of the said Committee, shall be determiued by 
the Congre'>s, and the amount so voted shall be. raised by the Indian Congress Com
mittee in such manner as may be determined upon by that body from time to ti.me. 

XI. The Indian Congress Committee shall take such steps, as they may deem fit, to · 
raise a permanent fund for carrying on the work of the Indian National Congress ; and 
such fund shall be invested in the name of 7 trustees, one from each province in India. 

NOTE:-We do not agree with the proposals contained in Rule VI as to the appar-
• tionment of funds for theoCommittee. · , • 

~ { (Sign
11

ed). M. M. MALVIY~ '. 
f6tlt December 1899. f . . .. . G. P. VARMA.. 
I shall only address you a few words in. laying these rules :before you for . yo~r 

approval and acceptance. One thing which may be considered as a. new feature intro
duced for the first time by these rules is the creation of a central body to control and 
carry on the affairs of the Congress throughout the year. · At present we .. have no 
such body. We have Circle Committees and Standing Congress Committees scattered · 
all over the country. But the only officer who is the officer of the Congress is the _ 
General Secretary who is in England,•or the Joint-General Secretary who is in India. 
Every other person is a member of a District Committee and there is no body which 
can during the year carry on the work of the Congr.ess and call upon District ·com- · 
mittees and Provincial. Committees to do their work. The necessity of such a general 
body was felt for a long time, but therP- were great difficulties experienced l,n finding 
out the way for creating,suchl!o body. For such a large country as.India, it was con
sidered that all the different parts of the country ought to be represented on the com· 
mittee, that is to say, the interests and opinions not: only of the cbief parts of the 
Presidencies but also of the chief Provinces ought be to represe!lted. But it was at the 
same time seen that to do that, would be to create a committee, the number of members 
of which would be too large for any executive work, and·that such a committee would 
haverequired at least one thousand members, and a committee of one thousanq mem· 
bers can not act efficiently. After considerable deliberation, it was resolved to create 
this body of 30 members. These members will be elected by the' representatives of the 
various Provinces and Presidencies. These Provine€& and Presidencies will elect 26. 
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while the ~~ma.inlng 4: will be elected by the Congress generally, without reference to 
what Provinc;:e or Presidency they come from. This last provision is intended for 

· the purpose of supplying any' execeptional mistake or oversight. It might happen 
that the delegates :from different Provinces, in electing members to represent their Pro
vinces, might omit very important persons whose presence on the committee would 

·appear. 'very desirable, and to provide for such a contingency this provision bas been 
introduced. .Another ·new provision that has been introduced is the creation of a 
paid Assistant Secretary •. In Mr. Wacha we have found· a. most indefatigable work· 
er, a gentleman· who never spares himself in devoting all the time he can to the 

.·' work of the Congress (Applause). Bu~ Mr Wacha bas to look after his own work, he 
;; bas also to look after the Presidency Association, he is the practica) edit· •r of a.n in· 

.. fiuential pa.per and he has to contribute to half-a-dozen papers. Such 8. man as that 
·cannot give his whole time to the work of the Congress, nor can he afford to go round 
' the country. As it is found by experience that we should have an officer who can go-

round the. country,_ this provision about the Assistant Secretary's pla.ce has been in
. troduced .. ',l'he .Secretary shall hlso ha.ve a pa.id staff.· The Assistant Secretary's busi
.· ness will be to see that the different' Congress Committees are doing their duties all the· 
. yeai.- round; ~ It will also be his duty to see that all the arrangements which are neces-

sary to be made before a.nd after the session of the Congress are carried out. In fact. 
he will be our real. Manager who will do everything which has to be done in connec
tionwith tbe Congress. The amount that is required for meeting these expenses has 
been estimated at Rs. 5,000, and thi~ amount is proposed to be raised from the differ-

.· ent Reception Committees. It may l:!e said that this year the expense will fall on the 
United Provinces, but the United P1·civinces will not ha.ve to give any portion of the ex
penditure for the next 6 or 7_years. Or it may fall on any other Province which may 
take the next year's Congress. Of course each Province will have to bear its' share
of the burden. 'The majority of the' Committee think that the plan is quite feasible. 
Two members of the Committee hold slightly different views. They are happily in a.g
reement with their collegues as to the necessity of having a paid Assistant Secretary, 
and of raising funds, but they only make slightly different proposals as to the mod<~· 
in which that fqnd is to be raised. When we come to details, it will be shown bow 

·.they propose to do it. .Another thing to which I would like to draw your attention is 
that till now we had no J:>rovincial Congress Committee as such. La.st year in Bebar
and in different Provinces of Bengal, committees were appointed. There were com. 
mittees at .Ori~?sa, Backergunge, etc. . If there is a regular gradation of responsible 
committees throughout the land, there should be a Central Committee responsible for 
the general work of the Congress throughout the whole country. · There are to be 
Provincial Committees responsible for the Centra! Committee, and there will be District. 
Committees responsible for the Provincial Committees. Thus, we shall have a. system· 
a.tic gradation• of-committees, who, if they only bestow ordinary attention to their 

·. duties, will be· able to effect considE)rable work. · In the discussion which &rose yes
terday, 'and which took place'previous to that, there were mentioned a ·few points to
which I shall ·make a pa.ssing reference. It was considered by some gentlemen that 
there is' rio.need at all for drawing up rules or having a constitution at all for this 

. Congress. ·.In regard to that objection, it is sufficient to mention that the question is. 
beyond the stage Of discussion, that it ha.s beep. definitely resolved upon, that it was, 
in fact, ·passed by the .Congress so far back as 189! at Madras, that the time has 
coine ·when rules shall be fram~d. The Madras Congress passed that resolution, 
and the Poona. Congress Committee was requested to prepare a draft of rules. That 
committee prepared a draft which was circulated to the different Congress Committees. 
The question was taken up for discussion year after year. It was settled th!tt rules 
shall have to be framed, but the difficulty has been to frame rules which would meet 
the· .requirements of the country and which would be least open to objection. We 
do not pretend to sa.y that these rules are satisfactol'y, we do not say tha.t these. 
rules are the best that could be devised by anybody. After due consideration, we 
have come to the conclusion that these are the-ruleS! to which lea.st objection could be 
taken,' and which will produce practically as good work as may be necessary. Oar 
laws a~e not the laws of the Medes and Persians. There is nothing immutable a.boot 
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them. If you find that these rules req uir~ a.ni~ndment, and if there is any · detlcieney 
in .this or in tha~ respeet iu them, you may malie additions aud a.l~erations wben!wer 
any deficiencies or defects Are noticed. Wlla.t the C,lmmittee beg you to consider .is 
that we have proposed tu you a workable set of rules; give effec~ to them, try them, 
honestly set yourselves to do whatever can b~ done under those rules, and if you find 
that with all that the work is not satisfactory, it would be time enough to consider 
whether another set of rules sl10uld not be framed.' Gentlemen, it is. not· the rules 
written on paper which produce real and efficient work. For work which would pro
duce best results, tangible results; the appeal has to be made not to paper but tn 
you, gentlemen. It depends entirely on you to say whether the. constitution which 
has been prepared shall produce good results or not. , With these words, I commend 
what has been done by colleagues to your kind acceptance a.nd approval. . · 

MR. GANGA PRAsAD VARMA eXj;lained these rules in Urdu.···· ... 
THE PRESIDENT:-These rules-are laid before you not for discussion to-day, but 

only for the information of the delegates. The subject is a most important one and 
it has been decided to give the delegates time to consider these rules before any dis
cussion takes place. It is therefore intended that the subject should be discussed 
and resolution passed at to-morrow's meeting of the Congress. I will now ask Mr •. 
AmbikaCharan Muzumdar to propose the First Resolution~ · · 

Mr. Ambih M~ A:r.miKA CHARN MuzuMDAR, (Bengul) :-Gentlemen and brother·delegates,-' 
M~z~:J:!r. The question which I h~ve the honor now to submit to the judgment of the 

delegates assembled, is too familiar to this C"ngress to require any particular 
RESOLU- introduction. It is that oft-repeated demand, that cry in the wilderness-for the TION I. 

complete separation of the Judicial from the Executive functions of the State, 
Separation 
of Judicial 

from 
Executive 
Fun tiona. 

which we have ever so long eagerly pursued like the· ntirage in our polititical strug
gle. It is our deepest regret, that we should-have still to move and discuss this 
question at this the fifteenth session of this great National Assembly (hear, hea1·). 
Times without number have we through the press, and in Congresses, and Conferen-
ces assembled, vividly pointed out the greatest failures· of justice which have from 
time to time resulted from this_ unholy combination, and our illustrations, drawn year 
after year from different parts of tj:le country, seem to hav!l long silenced even the 
·most abject apologists of this scandalous system. Judges from the highest tribuna.ls 

·in the land have repeatedly condemned that. system in no uncertain voice; while one 
Viceroy at least was plea.,ed openly to avow that our proposal on this head wa:il indeecl 
·u a counsel of perfection" (hear, hear). Our complaints were taken to the notice of 
the British Parliament; and two successive Ministers of State openly declared them
~elves in favor of the desired reform. We have from year to year listened with eager_ 
·ness and credulity to the whispers of hope inspired by these official pla~itutles : . but· 
what are bushels of declarations and assurances worth, when there is not even a grain 
of performance within fifteen years ? (h.ea1·, hea1·). Not a few of .. those among ns, who be
gan the agitation over this question, have long passed out of the stage: while many more 
balle nearly played out their parts !!nd stand only with the cur~ain about to ilrop.be
!ore them. We do not know wherein we have so _deeply offended the gods,oit 
Olympus and what more sacrifices are required of us to propitiate tbem (CM<'1W), · 

· Sir, there being absolutE-ly no difference between official and non-official opinio~ as 
to the desirability of this pressing reform in the abstract, the proposal advanced by us· 
was, at the first ~:;tage of our discussion, discoun;.ed as being vague and impracticable. 
Practical schemes were then submitted from va.rious quarters, and notably thoro wa.s 
one submitted by you Sir (clteers),. which conclusively proved that not only was our 
proposal. not_ impracticable, but that it was a problem of the easiest solution. The
means and materials were all there, the line on which to work was distinct and clear, · 
and, in fact, the wholequestion was rather one of re-adjustment and re,distribution tha,n 

· of any radical departure, or violent reorganization. Then, Sir, we were met with the 
question of expense-always· so formidable in case of . Indian reforms (lmtyhter, 

. cheCTR). Y cs, we know that in this c~untry wars may be carried on barreri rucks ma.y 
be.. conquered and. retained, aud· enormous subsidies may be annually grahted to 
treacherous bugbears; all in pursuit of a fatuous policy, even with appallin{C deficits in 
the treasury. But no sooner questions of internal reforms are raised our Govern-
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ment u;t once realizes that it is a bankrupt(hear, andcrks of shame). But, Sir, as to this 
·plea of expense, also, your remarkablE:, scheme presented a. complete answer; for it 
clearly pointed out that all the' additional expanse which was so much talked about on 

···the other side, could not possibly amount to more than only a few lakhs of rupees, all 
· the:provincial budgets put together. Then, Sir, if this question of financial difficulty 

was any argument then, to·day to persist in such argument would seem to wear a. 
different aspect. There never was perhaps since the days of Lord Ripon, a more sol

' "ent Indian treasury than at present. The last budget estimate of our Finance 
Minister shews a. cheerful surplus of over 4 millions sterling, and quite recently the 
Government o! India have been able to restore to the Judges of the High Courts 

_' pretty nearly the whole of their original pay, whichhad. been arbitrarily and injudicious
. ly cut down as a contribution to the frontier policy in 1891. Gentlemen, Lord Curzon 
has just considerably notified that policy, and we may be permitted to express the 
hope, that the spirit of jingoism, which has been always so rampant in Indian politics, 
will go to rest at least during his Viceroyalt.Y (cheers). What, then, arc the Govern
ment of India going to do with this large surplus? We know, Sir James Westland 
would indeed have them launched into a wild currency speculation. But would the conn· · 
·try like--eould you, gentlemen, approve of -'-Such an Argonautic expedition being un. 
dertaken in the face of a dozen crying necessities of the country? (Laught~ artd 
cAeers). Now, then, is the time to effect this important reform-to wipe out the stain 
that bas for years scandalized the fair name of British Justice in this country (hear, 
}«Jar). Gentlemen, one Dreyfus trial_ seems to have thrown entire civilized Europe into 
hysteric convulsions. But are there not scores of cases which have been as scan- . 

. dalously prosecuted and disposed of in this country, within the last five and ten 
years without a. whisper of civilized indignation being beard against them? I will not 
repeat the sickening tales that have been so often told in this as(>embly. Many of 
them have now become m'l.tters of history, and how devoutly we wish that their pain
ful remembrance had been blotted out from the tablet of your memory. But no, as. 
fate would have it, that memory must be kept fresh-the sore must be kept open--by 
fresh cases of injustice occurring every year. The system is rotten and must breed 
maggots. The late~t, • and Jlerhaps the ugliest possible development of such cases, 
has recently come to light in the District of Champaran. There the case of Nurs:ng 
Singb, Constable, bas presented a most thrilling story of official combination, from the 
Deputy Magistrate to the Divisional Commissioner. to thwart the course of ad minis· 
tration. of justice (loud cries of shame, shame, and cheers). Gentlemen, you are all 
aware of the facts of this scandalous case. As a typical illustration of the inevitable 
consequences of the union of the Judicial and the Executive functions in this country, 
the case of Nursingb Singh, Constable, seems to jlave be<~.ten all previous records, ~tnd. 
it bids fair to remain unique in all its details, as well" as in its deplorable sequel, in 
the hiswry of Judicial Administration in this country. The high-handedness of the 
Executive, the "flagrant servility" of the Subordinate Magistracy, the "natural. 
persuaionu of-the lower, and the "natural inllu~nce" of the higher ranks of the Police, 
the debasement of tho high office of a District Magistrate and the such unwarranted 
midd.lesomeness of even the Revenue Commissioner of a Division,-have all been un
masked and revealed in this disgraceful trial (m·ies of shame rlnd cheers). Thanks to 
Babu Jagunnatb Sahai and his worthy colleagues of the Chupra Bar (cheel·s) for the 
noble stand they made in the cause of suffering justice; the judgment of the learned Ses·· 
sions Judge. (cke!'Ts) in this case ought, I think, to be printed in bold letters, and 
presented to the British Parliament•and ·the British Public for a panoramic view of 
Parliament and the British huge injustice that is sometimes perpetratt>d in the name 

· of justice, under the unsound and rotten system which they have established and are 
maintaining in this country (he'ar, hear). But, gentlemen, the sequel of this thril
ling. case has yet to be told .. That high-souled English Judge, that true-born Briton, 
who alone has vindicated the honor and dignity of British justice in this case,-a.las!. 
what of him? Why, he has apparently been sacrificed for the extravagant prestige of 
an official bureaucracy and transferred, as an object-lesson, 11o a most unhealthy district 
in the remotest corner of the Lower Provinces (shame, Mhame). It is a terrible lesson 
indeed to other Judges, the ultimate effect of which, upon the general course of ad min· 
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istration of justice, may easily be conceived •. Even if this, arrangement haS; not really 
anything to· do with this case, coming as, it has come sO> close upon its .. disposal, its 
effect can only be the complete prostration of the crudicial fu;nctiot~< (louct chee1·s). 
Yet honor, all honour, to Alfred Pennell, whose independence and keen sense of justice 
prevailed over every other. consideration in this . matter. !l-nd who bas so nobly vindi
cated the honor and dignity of the bench. If Judges are to fall in this country,·may 
they so fall fighting for justice, and covered with imperishable glory (cl!eers), • .Sufficient 
unto the day has been the evil thereof. and in the interest of the Empire, as well as. 
of the many millions that inhabit this ancient country andobeyits sway, weouceagain 
beseech Government not to undermine the grand pillar which supports this collossal 
frame of a mighty Empire. It is the purity and sublime majesty of British justice, it is 

·· the ove-pervading confidence in the independence and integrity of British Judges, that . 
. bind this vast, heterogeneous population in loyalty and devotion to the British throne· 

(l1ear). But, countrymen, we need not despair. The voice of suffering humanity is the 
wice of God, and methinks ·that voice has at last found its distant echo in the con· 
science of England. Thanks to our British Committee, the repeated appeals of this 
Qongress, as voiced forth in England by such men as the late lamented Mr; Manamo
han Ghose (chec·rs) and our present distinguished President (cheers). have, through their 
lintidng zeal and energy, at last evoked a deep response of active sympathy in high Eng
lish quarters. · The memorial which has lately been submitted to the Secretary of · 

· State in Engiand, for the separation of these twq functions, is a weighty docum.ent,
weighty alike by reason of its cogent arguments. as well .as , for the very high 
authority and distinguished position of its signatories. They are neither disappointed 
place-seekers, nor irresponsible Congress agitators. They are veteran Judges and 
Statesmen who at one time ruled this country, and still occupy high position in Eng- · 
laml. They are the Right Hon'ble Lord Hobhouse, K. C. S. I., late member of the 
Viceroy's Council; and now a- Member of the Judicial Committee of Her Majesty's 
Privy Council; .the Right Bon 'ble Sir Richard Garth, late Chief ~ ustice of Bengal, · 
the Right Hon'ble Sir Richard Couch, late Chief Justice of Bengal, now a Member of 
the Judicial Committee of Her Majesty's Privy C.)ilncil; Sir Charles Sergeant, late 

'Chief Justice of Bombay; Sir William Markby, K. C. I. E:, late Judge of the High 
Court, Bengal, Sir John Budd Phear, late ,Judge of the Calcutta High. Court, and late 
Chief Justice of Ceylon; Sir John Scott, K. C. M.G., late Judge of the High Court 
of Bombay and late Legal Adviser to H. H .. the Khedive of Egypt; Sir Roland Wilson~ 
Bart., late Reader in Indian Law, University of Cambridge; Mr. • Herbert James 
Reynolds, 0. S. I., late Member of the Bengal Legislative Council, and last, but not 
least, that high-minded English Baronet, ~hat calm unftinching · indefatigable worker, . 
the devoted champion of India's cause--Sir ,William Wedderburn (lmtd cheers), ·Bre· 
thren, W\l owe an immense debt of endless ·gratitude to this galaxy of distinguished 
men for the beacon-light which they have held out to our drooping hopes and aspira
tions (ll.e.~r, · liear). '!'his i!fiportant document is now pending the, .~onsidera.tion of 
the Government of India, and it ought at last and at once to bring the question to a sa.' 
tisfactory conclusion. Here, Sir, is a golden opportunity for Lord C~rzon to perform 
an act of true beneficence to the millions of people committed to his care,' and to· ren .. 
d:er his viceroyalty memorable in the annals of British In<lia (llear llear) • . · · Lord 
Will~m B~ntinck signalized hi~ administration by his social reforms, Lord Cannirig · 
by his policy of love and sympat~y, and the noble Marquis. of ·Ripon (clteers) by 
tlle extension _of local self-government in this country. ·May. we. not ho,pe that 
Lord Curzon Will add yet another great name to. the distinguished roU of his illustrious 
predecessors by effecting the complete separation of the Judicial from the Execu· 
tive functions in the administration of criminal justice in_ this co~ntry (Loud Ap· 
plause) • . Brother-delegates, I have done, and I now ask your vote for my proposition,. 
which runs as follows:- · · · 

Resolution L-That this Congress notices with satisfaction the suppo~t of public 
opinion both in En~land and in Inclia, which the question of the separation of' the 
Judicial from Executive functions in the administration of justice has received.; and 
this .Congress, while thanking Lord liobhouse, SirRichard Garth, Sir Richard Couch, 
Sir Charles Sergeant, Sir William Mark by, Sir John Budd Phear, Sir John Scott,. 

. . ~ . . . 
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Sir Roland K. Wilson, ·Mr. Herbert J. Reynolds for taking a.. deep interest in this ques- ·Second 
t!oua.nd pres.en~i.ng a p':ltition t<> the Sacrat:~.ry of St:J.te in Council to effect the much- Da;r. 

needed separation,. earnestly hopes the Government of India will give their earliest .Mr. N. K • 
. attention to the petition that was fot·wa.rded to them and take practical steps for Agashe. 
· )Speedily carrying out this much-needed reform. RESOLU· 

l'ION. 
MR. AGASHE (Satara):-Mr. President, brother-delegates, ladies and gentlenten, 1. 

-·~have great pleasure in. seconding the proposition th·tt has .been se~ forth before you Sepa.ratioa 
so ably and so lucidly ·and so eloquently by my predecessor. The task I have before ,,f Judiejal· 

. me is very easy because I was preceded by a gentleman who has thorou!!hly mastered from Execu 
~ tive lunc-

.the subject, and who has discussed it in all its minor details. The task has become tiono. 

very easy because the subject has been before' you for many years past. You will 
remember, gentlemen, that our Congress has made it a point to either pass a resolu
tionon.thls subjactor re-affirm previous resolutions. Well, thus I say, gentlemen, that 
the task of seconding this proposition has become very easy. In sec~nding this reso· 
lution, I recall' to my mind with tleep gratitude the services that have been rendered 

. and most energetic efforts that were made by our esteemed friend who has departed 
from us .. 1 refer to _Mano Mohan Ghose of· Calcutta (cl!eer.9). _I think, gentlemen, I 
~o~cho the ~entiments of you all, when I say that thepotlm must be given to this gentle

. man in bringing this tmbject so prominently before both the Indian and English public. 
Mr. President, I cannot resist the temptation of offering you our thanks publicly for 
the energy you· have displayed' both in papers (cheers), in your writings and speeches, . 

. In bringing this fact prominently before the public in England, and I thinli: it is to 
your indefatigable efforts, backed up as they a,re by your many friends in many parts 
uf this conn try, that credit is due-the credit of having won over so m1.ny gentlemen 
in England whose names have been read out by my predecessor. Well,. gentlemen, 
you will admit that if there is any demand of the Con~ress more than another which 
deserves to 'be granted by our rulers without hesitation, it is this demand of separat
ing the two functions because, gentlemen, the dem<tnd that we m!l.ke is so just, so 
reasonable and so practical, as shown \>Your learned President himself but it is most 
unfortunate to find that the Government have not yet seen their way to give practical 

·effect to tbe proposal we have been making for so mat_1y years past. The Government 
and the Government officials do not say~they hrwe not the courage to sav--that our 
demand is extravagant. They do not say that our demand is absurd. They do not 

· say that our demand is most unreasonable. They admit that it is ·reasonable, that it 
i~ useful, but they bring in the usual plea that if these two functions·are separated it, 

· will entail moroexpimditure, and whence is the Government to bring more money. This 
plea. of theirs, t lea~e it to you to soty how far it is sound. But let me mention to you 
that this plea. that is urged by the Government is altogether unsound. It t'1ey will, gen· 
tlemen, -take into consideraion the expenses that are incurred in pushing these Frontier 

. Wars, if they take C!l.te to reduce those expenses, if they also reduce the big salaries o! 
some of tllehighofficials, ~fthey reduce the expenditure now incurred by Governors-Ge
fieral and Governors in going to hill stations, I have no doubt that considerable saving 

•. \night be effected and that money may be utilized in bringing about thili! reform. Now, 
gentlemen. you will also take into consideration the opposition, I me:tn opposition 
from the offich~Is: The officials are the most important persons that always oppose 
this proposaL It l>~ quite natural that Government officers who are in the enjoyment 
t>f powers, should come forward with their voices against this proposal. But you 
must not. p:ty much attnution to the opposition of these persons, interested as they are, 

· and you must !tll ad mit, as once resolved upon by this Congress, that this combination. 
of judicial and executive functions is a stigma· upon the British administration of jus
tice in India (hear, llenr). Gentlemen, ·if it is admitted by all men in India and many 
llE'rsons in England that this is a very .healthy reform, I ·cannot see why the Govern
ment ·bas not done anything to practically carry out this reform. Well, gentlemen, 

. there are some instances which will go.to illustrate the remarks that have been made 
by my predecessor in showing that the present system is fraught with many mis
chievous results calculated to do harm to ~~<IJ the public concerned ·around us, Sir, 
th.Jre are some instance!! in the district to which I have the honour to belong, namely, 
Rt1tara. distri<'.t, 'and from that district I can quote you instances in support. of the pro-
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·position,· that the present system, as it obtains in India, produces ma.ny mischievous: 
results. · I hold in my hand here the report of the working of the Standing Congre,;s 
Committee in Satara. and therein you will find ·a most typical case of this kind. You 
will see that there is one ma.n named "Ja.nu Pa.tel," whose case attracted much atten
tion in our part of the country, and it ha.s been made a. subject of discussion in all the 
leading papers of the Deccan. He was arrosted on 17th February and the case wa.'l 
concluded on the 15th August. There may be some difference in dates. The man wM 
in custody for 6 months. What was the ultimate result? He was acquitted on all other 
charges except one in which.be was sentenced to one day's simple imprisonment a.ml 
a. tine of Rs. 20. This mischievous result is due to the fact that the Magistrate 
who tried the case has not had sufficient time to devote to magisterial work. He is in 
charge of the treasury and has to look to so many other works .. He went a little out of 
the way in holding his court in the mornings. With all this he did not fi.nish the case 
in six months. Imagine the misery of•,tbeman who has not .been allowed to come out 
aix months •. I will. quote another instance, with your permission, which shows that it i~ 
most dangerous to make the Collector, the head of the Police, the head of the Magis-· 
terialadministration. You, gentlemen from Bombay, must have beard of the celebrated 
Pura.nic case on our side. The Police of Sata.ra thought it proper to haul up this man 
before the court, on a charge under section 121, that is, with having formed &n inten
tion to subvert British rule in India... No more ab~urd case can be brought up. Still the 
Police of Sa tara. had the courage to send up such a case before a Criminal Court. What 

· followed .is more startling than this. The Police, in· consultation with the . District 
Magistrate issued a search-warrantte against the person concerned, and the Dist;i("\ 
Magistrate issued a. warrant under section 121, i.e.: for having tried to subvert the 
British rule in India. Afterwards it happened-'-so the Police said-that tbe accused was 
willing to make a confession. Where was the man taken to have the confession 
recorded? To the Superintendent of. Police ! Can you imagine the absurdity of a. 
confession recorded in the bungalow of a District Police Officer with the District 
Magistrate sitting by him.. The District Magistrate was there. He was asking somH 
questions. He allowed the Superintendent to put some questions. ·.· Thia is the .most 
illegal step that he took in. his life. I presume· he knows that confessions that arH 
recorded in the presence of a Police Officer are not admissible in evidence at•all. Ca.n 
i s~y that the District Magistrate did not know law as it existed? Can I say that he 

·did not read the provisions of the E\·idence Act? • Of course he mu11t be taken to · 
have read all tha~. He. must· be taken.to have thoro!lghly mastered tbe law. Butll.ll 
he bad~ act in consultation with the Police, as he w;is.induced by theP.ollce to believe 
th.a.t there w~~ a. conspiracy .in the Deccan to sul;>vm·v the Britis!I)fmpire, he was_ , 
induce:! to adopt such au absurd course .. · W~th these two illustt:ations I shall hav ... 
~~ply co.~~ili~fli you; gentl~men, when I sa.y that tjle separation ~f: the judicial and 
executi1le fun,ctionsi~ most nrger.tly needed in India {cheers).: There are also many 
j{lgtances ~hich are tq . be observed in the De~can, especially in these days of faminH . 
an<l phgue. You_ know Bombay has been most unfortunate by being. visited by 
plague for t}le last three~ears, an.d .the plague administratio~ of epidemic diseases has 
create(l many plague officers, and those plague office.rs are most probably gentlemen 
from the Military Department or Medical Department, They have to see tlui.t the 
operation of the plague rules is carried out successfully, and the. GOvernment has: 
thought it fit to invest them with Magisterial powers. The wonder of it is that the,;e 
officers are authorized to try cases summarily. The power of trying cases summarily 
!s to be conf~rred upo~ ~agis.trates o~ e~perience, and tha~ too a.fter they have sp.1nt 
m;~.ny years m tl1e admmtstratwn of cnmmal work. If we look to thP- results {)f the 
cases tried and decided by these plague officers who exercised their po.wers summarL 
ly, I think I shall be able to show that such powers ought to be very. sparingly given 
to persons who have no experience at all. With these few remarks I beg~ second 
\be proposition "'which has been so ably moved by my predecessor; &nd.I hope that 
the efforts of the gentlemen. mentioned in the resolution will be crowned with success 
in, a short time to come :(clleers). . . . . 
_-·,. MR. . 8ATCHIDANAND SINHA (.V. W, P.) :-MR. PRESIDENT," b~oth~r-clelegates, 

ladtes and gentlemen,-After the masterly and exhaustive speeches that you ba 1-e 
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been listening to from the mover and the~econder of the resolution, I do not thi~k·l Secoail 
shall be justified in deta.ining you at considera.ble length on this subject. · Of all the · IJaT . 
. questions that we have been discussing which are very imp'>rtant, the most imp~r- Mr. 
tant question that you will. have to discuss and p!tss in this Congress, at least from S. Singha. 
my point of view, is the one which we ha.ve been discussing for the last 15 years in Allahabad. 
previous Congresses; and had it not been for a certain fact, I am quite sure that this . _ 
year we should have taken the s:J.me step as was taken last year, which was that RE~OLU· 
this question was put to the vote ot the Congress by the President ·himself without TION. 

· any speeches having been made at Madras. The only reason which has, so to say, I. 
necessitated an alteration in the course, and which•has imposed upon us the necessity 8

1epJarda.tion, 
-.. 0 U.lCl& 

of placmg the same resolution before you once more, has been the fact tbat men of from Exeoo· 

great position, men of. distinguished position in Eo.gland, men who have held mnst ti~~:::•· 
high ao.d responsible posts in this country, and men who are at the present moment 
holdi.Iig most important and judicial appointments in Her Majesty's Privy Council,· in 
the Io.dia Office and other departments in England, have been so much roused into 
sympathy for our grievances in this matter, on account of the' efforts of the late Mr. 

· Manomoban Ghose, and also of our honoured President. · They have thought it 
desirable~ to submit this yea.r a memorial to Lord George Hamilton, advocating im ·· 
early separation of the executive and judicial functions in this country. As you will 
see from the resolution 'tha.t ha.s been read out, a portioQ. coo.sists of the fact that 
you are asked to convey to them, as we should uo.doubtedly convey to them, our 
sincerest tha.nks for the task they imposed ·upon themselves in the advocacy of this 
great cause and reform in Englao.d. The mover of the resolution, Mr. Ambicu. Charan 
Mazumdar, has told you who these gentlemen are. You have heard their names, and . 
I need hardly say that when the reform has been taken up by gentlemen of the 
eminence and position of Sir John Budd Ph ear, Lord Hobhouse, Mr. Couch, Sir William 
Wedderburn and others, we m'loy· say we are within a measurable distanee of victory . 

. At the same time it is our duty to strengthen the hands of those gentlemen in England 
by passing this resolution, once more affirming it strongly and emph>ltically. And .of 

'all the reforms that the Government of I11dia has to ca.i'ry out for the better ad
ministration of justice in this c:Juntry, the sep.~.ratioo. of these two functions is· the 
one which· stands first and foremost. I shall not be justified in taking·up your 
time by citing to you instances of various cases tha.t ·are so frequently occurring 
in this country, in which gross miscarriage ·of justice takes phce on account of the 
combination. of the two functions in one official; and I may here put in a word 

· in behalf of officials, that I am honestly of opinion that it is not so much the 
fault of those officials u.s it is of the system under which· they have to work. Offi· 

. cials, • gentlemen, are after all human beings, and if they are placed in surround~ 
ings .(a·voice:--"which. they' s·•metirne&jorget"), no doubt they forget. At·the 

' same time I may here mention that although, in particular instaaces here a.nli ill 
· particular' instanoes -there, we find District Magistrates and ·Subordinate ·Magis;. 
· trates abusing their powers on account of the combination of the two functions whioh 

·they are -called upon td exercise, still we have not. so much fault to find with the 
officials themselves as with the system upheld by the British Government. I find on 
looking into certain papers, principally the memorial submitted to the Secretary of 
State for Indi~ by those eminent geo.tlemen, tho Government themseln.s have been 
recognising at least, if not trying to carry out, a reform for a century, that the combi· 
nation' of these two functions is undesirable and causes gross miscarriage of 
justice. So far back as l893, in regulation II of 1893, there appears one passage
it is a long passage-wh1ch says that the Government must divest itself of the .. 
power of infringing, in its executive capacity, on the rights and privileges which 
the legislative authority has conferred on the people. Now, we do not want any· 
thing more· than that .. All that we seek is the privileges and rights which the 
Government has conferred upon us in its executive capacity. The legisla.ture should 
divest itself in such a way that they may not be able to infringe themselves upon the 
executive capacity, and nothing more. Gentlemen, you may see that so far back as 1863 
a Police Commission was appointed, composed of eminent officials in the Indian Empire. 
and the report they submitted went into the whole root of the matter and recommend· 
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ed a complete severance of the two bnctions.. Thirty-seven years. have passed, 
gentlemeJ;L, and "·e are still in the same predicament, and the same position, as we 
were in. I need hardly tell you that the country has undergone manifold changes 
from the English education which we have'received. Improvements have tak~n place 
socially, politically and materially i_n'lndia, but in this particular respect theGoveru· 
ment of India have been st . .;mding exactly as they_were 40 years or a century ago. There
fore, it is incumbent upJn us th.~ot wa shnld this yeu e:nplatically declare that the 
Government of India must see their way to carry out this reform as early as possible. 
I am afraid, gentlemen, that my time is limited ... With your permission, I should like to 
say one or two words. So far as I have been able to disc,JVer, only three objections have 
been advanced against carrying out this reform. The first is that, although the system 
might be good enough for Ellropa:J.nc::~untries which, with a generally better a.11d more 
civilised administration, might bd in a position to enjoy the benefits of a complete sever
a.nce of the two functwns, still the whf,)le sys.tem does not work very happily, and that it 
\i,es upon us to show that there is miscarriage of justice on account of the combination 
Qf the two functions. Well, gentlemen, someof you might have seen the pamphlet 
brought out by Mr. Manqmohan Ghose, in which he collected altogether 50 cases, all 
from his own criminal practice, showing how the system works, in what unfair •nd harsh 
ways the system works upo11 the people of this C'lUntry. I. have no doubt. that each and 
all of you here who are legal practiti(lners on the criminal side, will be able tQ .compile
a pamphlet to show bow unfairly the systl.lm works. The .test of the pudding is in 
the eating of it. When we have instances tq show thu.t the system is working most un~ 
fairly, rigorously and harshly, it is not merely from a. sentimental or theoretical point . 
(If view that we want the severance,· not be()J.Use ~nat it is good .for England .or Fnnce, ' 
but we want the reform to be carried out in prac~ical spirit because we believe 
that the system is . working most harshly au.d unfairly. in this country. As for the 
question of expenses,· you have been told times out of number that our President, 
bas worked out .a system which is "nl•tt.ttis. mutandis·~ only a. re-distribution and 
"Without any revolutionary changes, that, the who~e thing could be .so carried out · 
withqut involving extra ·expenditure. But even if it is necessary to spend some more 
;Dloney for an object like this, and if it necessitates some further expenditure,· I say the 
Government should retrench expenditure in other departments to carry out this much
·needed reform (cheers.) I do not believe, gentlemen, there is one person here .who· 
r.Will think that the Government of India., have reached the.limit of retrenchment. 
There are various methods in which the Government of India can retrench .. · To take· 
,but one instance, The Governmilll;t ~f India spands crores "of rupees in exchange 
.compensation allowance to officials who. are alrerdy. highly p1.id. (c!IP.~"s). If these 
highly paid officials are not given exchange comJi?ansation allowance, that it.lin would 
,quite suffipe· to carry out this reform. ' (}eotlemen, l. need hardly .tell you before 
~esuming my seat that it is my firm 'llonviction that it is not the qqestion 
.of expense or this. or that; .it is the question of. false and supposed idea. that 
Govermqent prestige would be gOne if the reform is carried out. , That bugbear, as 
.Manomohan Gho!!e called it, is at the bottom of the whole thing. lam not going to· 
waste your . time by telling you wl;lat.a false .notion that is. On the other hand, by. 
'lleparating the two functions, the Indian Government would not lose prestige at all, 
.~ut in fact it will be quite the other W&Y. ·if anything, .The Government would be 
enhancing its popularity by carrying put this reform; they. would be broad-basing 
their rule upon the sympathy and good-will of the people .. Our President yesterday 
.said that the most important question of administration is the question of la.nd settle-. 
1.111ent. That is certainly a very importa.nt question, and nex:t to that the most impor
tant question is the question of giving to India justice, true justice and British justice 
{cheers.) .You. have been li!lld, gentlemen, by retired gentlemen, and sometimes ex
Viceroys of India., tha~ India. was conquer~d by the sword and JOUUst be retained by the 
sword.· I n.m not gomg to waste your t11n9 by saying that India waR not conquered 
~j~ the sword. Whatever that may. be, if India is to be retained by Government, 
~t ts.not by sword or by brute-force l;mtby conferring upon us the g)ory of the British,. 
JUStiCe of Engand (clte.tn'!l). 
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! 'c •Munshi Nasiruddln Ahmed (Benares) addressed in Uudu and saidl-

'-0: Gentlemen, I have· the pro?d prlvlleg!\ of addressing you in my mother-tongue 
:('Urdu} hi' a broken speech .. It is owing to the friendly relations existing between the 
• people' of·N.-W. P:roviuces a.nd, Oudb that I have been given the honor of speaking 
- before an assembly .of persons of extraordinary literary attainments, and who have 

no equal in: Urdu poets and prose-writers. If on this special occasion you and our 
popular· and distinguished. President permitm~>, I shall read out before you some 
verses on politics with the greitast symp.1.thy and earnestaess (cheers and loul 
M"W.ll of'' go on ''). .. 

VERSES. • 
l. ' In adversity we have borne ou~selves calmly, with sweet tongue. 
<• · We have lived like a tongue amidst the 32 teeth. . 

., '2. Most humbly I, in ac<JOrd with the Congress, offer. thee, 0 Nation, my thanks 
3. The condition of your nation is very delicate (helple-ss 1 for you are tongueless 

· '··' ·Take. care of your nation as One Nation and with one voice. 
'' - ''4. ·You ought to guard your nation like a watchman. • · 

• 
Being the gardener bow is iL that_ you have become rebellious against the 

· very wind that opens .the rose-buds . 
5. It is yourseli who had come to reside on earth from Paradise. It is you who 
' - · · being homeless, had lodge in these bous~s. 

· 6.' Sirs, being hosts, do not become "anti." The Congress, as a guest, is under, 
· youtpro'tection. ·. ' · · 

t·.•, 

7. How the dust of the earth has risen to greatness, come here and see. It doe!l 
·not befit you to offer insults, 0 people of E.~rth (this place), pretending to 
· be as high as sky. 

8. The foundation of the Congress was laid by Lord Dufferin himself. The 
' · , : . desire of general reform is in the hearts, which is expressed in words. 
· 9 .. The Congress is not the euemy of anybody and is no trespasser. 

- It ·considers you to ba sympathetic, being the pride of friends. 
·- • 10. · Do justice and please look to the tide of times. 

· · • Being suspicious do not make foes of our friends. 
11. ' Prove yourself faithful to Her Gracious Majesty. 

·• · · •· • · For God~s sake as one nation and with one voice. 
12. • 'Then your one single right shll.li not be extinguished. 

• ,. 'Being kind, She will call you as a mother by her side. 
· ' ·· 13. · 'All these efforts will one day become of use, 0 dear .. 
,, .. '' · 'You will flourish in the ga.rden like an eternal spring. 
· . j U. · This is the prayer of the Congress, 0 God ! ' ' 

~- ' .. · ' • · · That Her Gracious· Majesty Queen Victoria may remain for ever the Em 
·· ·•:' ··pressoflndia.· · ·· · 

·~.> 1 111. 'i The ·British Parliament,' the Goverament and all its officials 
• · May enliven the country like Jesus Christ. . \ . 

' . , 16. ·· Ma.y God keep alive Sir Antony MacDonnell for ever, 
. · · ·Who has so kindly allowed us this place to build our pavilion, 

17. On our success,· you "anti'' feel aggrieve<!, but our praye.c is,. • 
That you mll.y be happy, 0 dear, as the life of the world(?) 

ta It is the !'>rayei:: of the Beoa.res. people that the day may come when ·the 
Congress will be a guest in Benares. ·· 

. ' "-lQ. Thank God, ·0 Nasir, that the dil.wn of Be nares and the eve of Oudh have 
· :· · · · ' . ; conjoined together, diJ'fllsing a lovely beauty.· 

•• <, .. • • .• 

·;·,Gentlemen, this .is not a .Hindu Congress but that of Mohamedans. You may 
well consider that in' the tinie of our· constitutional Government this representative 
Congress is destined to become a·melllorable event (~heers). It is absurd to say that 
it is a Hindu.Congress or that it is a. warm supporter of the Gorakshini Sabha (Cow-

. protection Society) or that it sides with· any particular caste or creed. I believe yon 
probably· know that in the Congress held in Allahabad in 1888, the late lamented 
Ho'h'ble P. Ajodhia · Nath, the patriot of hi~ country, to remove the insinuations,' got 
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. a resolution rpa.ssed that no member of the Congress or any other person shall b~ 
·allowed to propose any such resolution to which Mohamodan delegates as a body 
object (cheers). Let me l!Sk you, gentlemen, whether even in this state of affairs 
any of you can believe the Congress to be partial to any particular. caste or creed. · 
No, gentlemen, never (cheers). · • 

~ ' U.eg .. ~ invite' your attention, gentlemsu, to the fact that the Congress bas con-
ainuously',lftlf 'the last 14 years, with gre<tt pers~irerance and magnanimity (?), by 
spending large sums of money for the benefit of all, without any distinction of caste m·. 
creed, of Hindu or Mohamodan, most clearly and faithfully laid before our Govern
ment the necessities ~the country and of the nation and more or less succeeded in · 
obtaining (1) the exp . sion of the Legislative Councils, (2) the extension of tria.l by 
Jury System, (3) the olice Reform, (-IJ the ;.estal:>lishment of I1,1dian Industrial and· 

·Agricultural Institutions, (5) closing of ·all.ando and Maddak Shops, (6) the House of 
Commons resolution on Simultaneous Examinations for the Civil Service, and so on. 
Do any of these reforms exclude the Mohamodans and benefit the Hindus alone? 
Have not all the communities inhabiting .India. benefitted by them equally and.been 
aff~cted alike ? 

Brother-delegates, I am afraid it would be. dilating too long, otherwise I would • have shown you in detail every question on which the Congress has been achieving . 
success every da.y. 1 have to support a proposition on the imp:>rtant question of the 
separation of the executive aud judicial functions. I am afraid that our popular Pre
sident may not separate me from you all by strilring the gong. Therefore, gentiemen, 
l would no longer waste your time but proceed to _read the resolution· which I have to 
support. . . . ' ' . ' . - . 

Gentlemen, the resolution is that in India-the executive a.nd judicial functions &r61 · 

~xeroised by the same official, or more clearly that executive and magisterial powers 
should not be exercised by the same local officia.l, for this generally causes miscarri
age of justice •. For instance, the duty of a.Daputy Commissioner or ·of the District 
Magistrate,. as a District Officer, is, always to keep his district fr(!e. fr6m badmash~s, 
but at tte same time he' tries their cases himself, he is generally the Chairman of the 
District and the Municipal Bo:t.rds, etc., and tries their cases himself or through his 
Subordinate Magistrates, who cannot go one step further agamst his wishes. In 
other words, he himself is the complainant and himself the judge. So it is_ possible. 
that. an officer who has these double powers, although he may act and perfor~q his 
duties with the best of intentions, greatest care and. attention, yet it may happen 

. that the two powers contained together may lead to a failure of, justice, as. has. ,been 
observed in innumerable cases.· Feeling the great necessity: of the reform1 a. memo
ria.!, signed by eminent retired judges of the several High Courts in India and b7. the 
Members of_ Her Majesty's .Privy .Council, )las been. prftsentE;Jd to: He~ Majesty's 
Secretary of State for India,• who has forwarded it to the. Government: of India for 
consideration ana_ report. I a.ss~re you, gentle~en, tha.t .this• questio11Is _destinpd to 
have a. successful termination. · ' . . ; ·-, ~ ,. · ,- _ : . . . . 

Gentlemen, the resolutimi is concerned _with a.·general. complaint against ·lpca.l 
officials upon which I cannot dwell more freely on account of my personal connection 
which i have with· local officials. But I think I have every ri~ht to say so much. that 
at present in towns and villages an ordinary Police Chowkidar has so much powers 
given to him. that it has become an inevitable necessity for us to fear him. In; the 
same manner what to speak of the Vil)age Patwaris. To keep aloof from these gentle
pleD, and not to go one step further: ·against their wishes, beco!lles a bounden duty of 
every human being living within their circle. If you look at ·a. me1·e Polio~ Chowkdar, 
God forbid, ·if he happens to be displeased with an unfortunate Raiy,,t: be, like an 
!lntimely death, brings upon him an unforeseen calamity which cannot be ave1;ted 
utherwise than by spending large sums of money, and it sometimes so happens that 
even money becomes of no avoil. ' . . · · · 

. Gentlemen, you know very well that the Village Chowkidar and the Villa.,.ePatwari 
are inst~uments in the hands of the Police and Tehsil offices, respectively,. ;hicbthey 
~n use m whatever manner they. like. A Police watchman, when he goes to. t~ 
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. Police Station at usual times, then be sometimes, instead of being asked whether every 
. t~ing is alright in his cl rcle, is asked why there are no cases from his villag_e. At every 

time you attend here you must bring one case, and it is also necessary that in every 
. -crop seas?n there should be a challan of an offence relating to crops. Getting this 
. hint from his superior, h!J; lik~ the executioner of heaven, plunges uS' into the depth 
of such a misery of 'Which there is no end. On certain occasions misfortune brings 
us into the sight of certain challans that all the hairs of one's body' stand on end 
with horror; For example, when the accused is a poor person in starvation. If in 
-order to ~reak his starvation, and not with any intention of committing theft, be takes 
two sugarcanes or some pease from a :field, he is at once challaq,ed for crop-theft. Now, 

. if that poor, indigent accused denies the fact, he feels the sting of his conscience within 
.and if he confesses, the external punishment of flogging is inflicted upon him. Now, 
according to section 95, I. P. C., an accused is excused for such slight harms of which a 
person of ordinary sense and temper would not complain. But, in this case, he is pun. 
ished for two reasons :firstly, that the Magistrate is the bead of the Police and there
fore he does not scrutinize the acts of his subordinates; secondly, sometimes he is 
-called on for an explanation for the large number of acquittals in the yearly statements 

' therefore, taking his·executive function into consideratiop., he is hindered from impar. 
tially doing justice. (cheers). · 
_ - Leaving aside these crop cases, 'the ordinary cases manufactured by a Chowkida~ 

are dangerous to the ro.-yat. If a Police'Officer or a Tahsil Official, in any matter con
-ceJ;"ning administration-for example, in any matter connected with collection of reve
nue, providing with rasad to the troops or their superior officers, or in complying with 
-ordinary requirements-if they happen to be least offended with any of the raiyats 
then, behind the curtain of administrative affairs, they beguile the District Officers, who 
are endowed with Magisterial powers, and thus-make them displeased with such persons. 
And if such a raiyat is accuse~ of any offence in any case, then it generally happens 
that the same officials with great stress and cajolery, with words like these: "Sir, he 
is the same person: who does not pay reven-qe in due time;" " Sir, he is the same man 
who refuses to supply rasad to the· troops;'' "Sir, he is the same person who comes 
forward as a witness for the defence in challan cases," induce their officers to be un
just towards him (cheets). 
' . ' . . 

Gentlemen, the:re is not the least doubt that evils resulting from the combination 
-of these two functions, and which are daily increasing, require no proof. . . . . . . . 

Of courf?e · in t-he places where village panchayets or headmen of the village 
have been granted. civil and .crimiJ!al powers, there it has been observed tha~ the 
raiyal had got rid of the unrestricted powers of- the Police and the disgraceful 
high-ha;nc;tedness. of Tehsil Offici'als, and the Government has received valuable assis
tance in the administrative affairs. from the panchayets a.nd hea.dmen. But look at 
-our unfortunate North-Western Province~ and Oudh, where 1lo 'consideration has 
yet -peen paid to the question, what to sil,y of their being brought into practice (clteers). 
I, from my personal knowledge, bring to your notice that the Legislature has, in 
·certain places, ad,mitting the justice of the principle advocated, excluded those cases 
from the· jurisdiction of the Magistrates who bad least interest in those cases. For 
instance, yon 'fill find in section 190 (c) of Criminal Procedure Code _(Act V of 1898), 
that in th6se cases in which a Magistrate takes cognizance on his own information or 

-knowledge; the accused can as of right have the case transferred from such Court. 
In the same manner, in cases in which a Magistrate gives sanction under section 195, 
·Criminal Procedure Code, to prosecute, or in cases in which he himself is a witness 
or has· auy personal knowledge, or when any offence of contempt of court or dis
-obedience of his order is committed, or when an offence is committed in his own pre-
-sence, he has no jurisdiction in the t:;ase (cl!eers). Thus it is evident that this broad 
principle has been recognized by the Indian Legislature·. 

The administrative duties' of the Collector or Commissioner are of such a nature that 
he is sometimes offended at certain raiyat through the instigation of his subordinates. 
It is thus probable tha-t in exercising his Magisterial powers he may make .some 

,-errors. !·must therefore say that in trying criminal cases the District Officers, being 
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executive officers, are prejudiced against a party. Under these circumstances, there 
appears n~reason why there should be no satisfactory reform of this important 
question. · • 

Now I assure y<.:u, gentlemen, that the Government of India shall give its best 
consideration on our these grievances, and I conclude my these arguments with this 
prayer:-

May this Congress live for a thousand years, and every ten thousand years be 
count~d as one year. 

· May it become the crown for the head of the nation, for eternity, or rather for 
• • countless years. · . . . " . . . 
Pandit Sham Narain supported the resolution in Urdu. 
Mr. A. C. PARTHASARATHINAIDU, (Mad1•as):-

MR. PRESIDENT, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN,-! am asked to suppori this Reso
lution, not that it has not been sufficiently moved arid seconded, but for the reason . 
that it had nota supporter fro~p. a distant Presidency like Madras, to which I have 
the honor to belong. The previous speakers have said thali the mover of the 
Resolution, Mr. A. C. Muzumdar, bas so fully and ably exhausted the subject, leaving 
nothing for them to dwell upon, and in consequence their task bas been very much 
lessened. Qulte-agreeing with them, I have but to request you!,". patience :for a 
few miD.utes: ' 

Brother-delegates, that of all the 'prayers, which this loyal assembly bas ever 
made, there is no prayer of ours, which the authorities could ungrudgingly grant us. 
It is a prayer anent a subject which affects the social happiness of the people. It is a. 
simple prayer touching a system, which, at present, creates room for miscarriage 
of justice in individual cases, although in· the earlier stages, the now condemned:, 
system bas bad its good effects. It is the separation of judicia,l from executive func
tions. Our prayer therefore for the separation of this incongruous blending, can be 
easily granted, since it does not necessitate any additional enormous expenditure, 
on that account. · 

We are not, ladies and gentlemen, suggesting to Government any measure with 
which they have no sympathy, nor are we asking them to confer on us one half of the 
appointments held by Civilians. We only say, and that with reason, that the combi~ 
nation of dual functions in one and the same individual is undesirable, since experience . 
bas amply evidenced the fact that, at present, owing to pressure of non-judicial busi-

. ness, judicial business i!! being conducted. in .11o .perfunctory and unsatisfactory 
manner, resulting in hardship and misery to people. · 

Fancy, ladies and gentlemen, a man charged 'with a minor offence has to be 
arraigned before a Tahsildaror a Deputy Collector, manned with Magisterial powers~ 
The said official happens to be then in a place far away from the village where the 
offence was committed. The unfortunate a!lcusEi)d person is dragged from village to 
;village, only to learn, on arrival at the destination, that the .Tahsildar-Magistrate had 
just then left the place to another Fi1~ka on Jamabundy bu_siness. Arriving, however, at 
the place, whither the Tahsildar had proceeded, pressure of non-judicial business pre
cludes him from taking up the case at once. The length of time, the long distance, and 
the inconvenience the accused, the complainant, and_the witnesses are subjected to, 
are simply imaginable. If it happens to be a village, where there are no messing 
houses, the keen effects of appetite and worry need hardly be mentioned. - At last, in 
the spare hours of a heavy Jamabundy work, the overworked Tahsildar-Magistrate 
takes up the case and finishes it up-hastily in as short a time as possible, as his spare 
time could permit, no matter in what way be deCides the case. Instances of this sort 
can be easily multiplied. W\thout, however, unnecessarily taking up your time by 
the narration of a long list, I shall only cite, in support of my-statement, that the· 
present system entails unnecessarily extraordinary length of time, the most glaring 
instance afforded by the Satara case tried by the Huzur Deputy Collector, for over 
six months, the punishment inflicted after all being twenty-four hours' imprisonment! 
No better instance therefore, ladies and gentlemen, can be adduced to prove con?lu •. 
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sfvely that the present pernicious system is fraught with mischief and injury to the 
public, The Indiari public, as well as eminent Judicial authorities, fully realizing the 
evil effecots of this objectionable system, have therefore from time to time so forcibly 
protested against its .continuance; and therefore we, in Congress assembled, I think, 
are not unjustified in urging for the separation of Judicial from Executive functions. 

Ladies and gentlemen, H. H. the Gaekwar of Baroda is said to have sE>parated 
the Judicial functions from the Executive officers, only the oth_er day, in order to 
~nable the thus relieved Revenue officers to move about freely f1>r the purpose of 
finding out where unhappinefjs, misery and distress exist. · Recognizing the fact that 

. ~avenue Officials, with· Magisterial functions, could hardly do justice or find time 
. for knowing wherein real distress exists. His Highness has thought it fit to relieve 

them from Judicial functions. Is it therefore, brother-delegates, unjust, too much, 
or improper for this loyal assembly to request the Government of India to separate 

. the Judicial functions from Executive Officers? What appeared to be a cogent neces· 
,, sity with an Indian Ruler should be otherwise is simply deplorable. 

·After all, ladies and gentlemen, what is the object with which these Revenue 
Officers are. invested with these powers? I am told that unless these ~fficials have 
attac.hed to them the sting of a scorpion-I mean the Magisterial power-rev,enue can
not be easily collected. ·. If it be so, let us take the case of the Zemindars of Bengal 
and other parts .. How do they have their taxes. collected ? Do they stand in need of 
the service of a. scorpion to collect their re.ue? I think not. H the object of the 
combination of these two powers is to give these officers the service of. a scorpion, as 
it were, for the purpose of collecting· Government kist., is it unwarranted on our part 
to view it as a shameful crying evil? It is therefore incumbent on our part brother· 
delegates, to protest against it. If there is any nation on the face of the earth that 

. is most law-abiding, even to the detriment of its interests, it is the Indian nation. It 
is in Indil!. that you :find taxes raised at the master's will without a. grumble or mur. 

' mur from the people. Therefore, gentlemen, to suppose that ,without the sting of 
Magisterial power, rev.enue cannot be collected is simply ridiculous. Sheer want and 

· penu-ry may .perhaps make a ryot to procrastinate payment .. To replenish the 
revenue exchequer no one is more ready .and willing than the Indian ryot, who '1\'ould 
even, if Law ~ows it, .offer. himself, his cliildren, or e:ffectll, to be sold towards all 
just; reasonable, and charitable demands. · In our Presidency some of the Executive 
Officers have been divested of Judicial functions (cries of Telugu, Telugu). To give .full 
effect to our prayer, additional expenditure would be very little, and could be incurred 
by Government,. is what the late lamented Mana.mohun Ghose said. Even if it should 
entail any enormous additional expenditure, there can be no difficulty in the face of 
the prosperous Budget (chee·rs), -. · · 

, Ladies and gentlemen, when I read in the. Madras papers, that, owing to the 
opposition of our Mahomeda.n brethren, Lucknow was not to hold the 15th Sessions of 
the Indian National Congress, like every other well-wisher of the Congress, I was 
rather· very sorry. I thought it must be a towr:. with "Luck-no" (no-luck, or unlucky 
town.) Now, standing as I do on this Congress platform, with a full house under an 

· admirably constructe~ Pavilion, l am induced to thi';!k rightly that this historical 
. town has "Ll<ck !Wtt"." Assembled as this 15th Indian N atbnal Congress is in this town 

which has shown ample proof that it has now luck, it is but meet and proper that we, 
who Laclc-ru; interest in loyalty, bent upon ameliorating the condition of our country 
by constitutional measures, while insisting upon the separation of Judicial from Exe
cutive fanctions, should unanimously tender our sincere thanks to that 'body of·dis
interested eminent gentlemen like L:Jrd Hobhouse, Sir Richard Garth, Sir William 
Wedderburn, &c., who have taken a deep interest in this question, presented a peti
tion to the Secretary of State in f'.ouncil, and which petition has since been forwarded 
to the Government of India.. The helm of the Government of India, ladies and gen
tlemen, as you are aware, is now in the hands of that eminent statesman, Lord Curzon. 
His Lordship has, by his recent utterances, expressed himself quite sympathetic 
with us.· Thanking therefore His Lordship for his sympathy, let us hope that he will 
show in deeds what he has said in words, (factum non ve1·ba), by taking practical 
steps for speedily . carrying out this much-needed reform. With these words, 
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brother delegates, I support the Resolution and . com mend it ~o • your unanimous ac-
ceptance (loud applause). · > . • • • •. , 

MR. ABDUL RAHIM (Aligarh) further supported the resolution in Urdu; • 
The Resolution was carried unaniW:ously. ·· • · ·- · 

' THE PRESIDENT :-I will now ask Mx< Murli Dhar to move the Second Resolution. 
RAISAHIBLALAMURLI DHAR(Punjab) :~Gentlemen,-_· lam afraid that there is some

thing quite comic in- my appearance as in my speech (lauyittm'). _ This _excites your 
lau.,.hter because you are men (laughle1'), · Rest assured that 1 will nut lessen in any 

b . 

way your happiness by refusing to act the part of a. fool on the platform of this Con• Umballa. 
gress. The presence of a fool in a drama is always indispensable. : So I think my pre~ 

·nESOLU-· sence as a fool on this platform will not be unpalatable to you, as tllere niight be big
- TION.· !!:er fools after me (cheers and laugltte1·).' Gentlemen, when I think of tha importance II. • ~ 

. of the subject which has been banded to me for discussion before you. I feel decimat-
PunJab ed at my own audacity, as well as feel surprised. Not being an agriculturist myself, 

Landt_ Alia- not owning an acre of land in this wide _world, I am the last person to be the mouth-no. lOU • • 
Bill: piece of the agncultural commumty or of the money-lender class, because I am not 

even a trader by profession. Therefore by being neither a money-lender nor an 
agriculturist, but a lawyer who is supposed to rob both parties (laugltter), I will act the 

· part of a monkey (laughte1·), which I shall gladly do, and the same sort of justice as wa.s -
given by the monkey in the fable of the monkey and the cat will be dealt out to. 
you. Now, gentlemen, the Governmenlt.o doubt feels very solicitous for the welfare 
of the agricultural population in the Punjab, as well as in other provinces. No doubt· 
the Government has been thinking seriously for years lfow to remedy the great evil 

_ of indebtedness of the agricultural classes which has sprung up tremendously in the 
Punjab, and I am speaking from my own personal. knowledge, my own lifelong experi
-ence when l say that the agricultural classes have no doubt suffered at the hands of 
money-lenders. What are the money-lenders? The money lender is a curious for
mation of man and beast (laughter). Those who believe in the doctrine of transmi
gration of souls and reincarnation will readily agree with me in· believing -that be has 
the claws of a lion, the brain of a fox; and the heart of a goat.· But the Government seems 
to be terrified by the roar of the money-lender as if he were a lion of the forest. 
Re is none of the sort. He is neither a brute, as· be is represented to be, nor a man in 
the proper sense of the word (latig!tte1~. He is a money-gra.bber, !t contemptible leech 
I will say, a man who sucks the blood ofthe poor agriculturist. · Dut is that the only·, 
evil?. ·I$ he the only brute that torments the agricultural classes/'· Are not the agri~ 
eultural classes robbe.d alike by so many ministerial officers,' by so' mltny lawyers;· by ·_ 
sd many 'patwaries, and by so many other people. who gloat' UJ)tm· these poor z€,min~ 
dars and who rob them of their milk and other delicious things 'whick they' produce._ 
from the earth? (chemos). · Then the poor Zemindar' in ''whose· sup])rJsed' iiiterests the · 
Govern_ment has introduced this Bill is ~ot to gain -anything,' for t-he Government ·is_. 
going to take away the boon which they had given some 50 years ago to these agricul
turists. They were the absolute proprietors. •· Tlley had the rigl1t 11f full-grown men-· 
and they could deal with the property as they lilJ:ed. 'Then their status was reduced_ 
to that of a Hindu widow. 'rhey could not alienate the land without some necessity. 
Just think, of the action of Government: The Government can convert a man into a 
woman (laughter), a wonderful feat wbteh has not been perform.ed by 'any human 
being! (laugltte'l·). Not content with making Hindu widow', what bas he been reduced 
to? He will be a landless proprietor. The land will not be his. The land will be 
that of the consumer. The producer will have no right in his own land .. He will 
be a stranger in his own land. _Why? The land will continue to be. cultivated as now. 
There will be total prohibition of sale by the proprietor in the Punjab to a non
agriculturist.. He will be allowed by the Collector, on an application l:nnde, to sell his 
la~d to a ~e~ber of ~is o~ brotherhood; and he cannot claim it as aright, but it 
will be w1tbm the d1scretwn of the Collector or some other officer who will 
be specially invested by the local Government, to exercise these functions to 
refuse or grant his application for transfer of the land ·by sale. 1 t would be 
perfectly open to the Collector to refuse or . sanction the sale of his land: · Then 



you will &be; gentiemen, that the Government has all along been acting in the !!~~ 
in~rests o.f the agriculturist to keep the land with -him, and for the benefit of Da?. 
his heirs, by prevention from selling the land to a stranger, but the same land Rai Sahilt 
will be sold by public auction when he fails to pay the Government revenue La.!a Mur· 
in· lJilnctual time (cheers). Government takes very good care that the same lidbar. 
la:vr which .declares "Do unto others as you would be done by others'' does uof RE!'IOLU· 
apply to the action of Government (laughter),_ · It does not' because it harms T~?.N. 
th.e, i,nterests.· of Government; .it acts very injuriously on the interests of Go· - 1 

. vernment and therefore the .Government has taken very good care about it, and all the La Punja~~ 
~onorable 1~embers who_ have m_ade speeches in the Legislative Council hav~ been :U,~i!~~~· 

. discreetly silent over th1s quest10n, None of them ha\'9 touched on the quest10n as Bill. · 
· to what will become of the agricultural land which is to be kept by the family of the 

Zemindar in case-he fails to pay the Government revenue. Where will be go to 
· find the money? ~ere will be no money-lender.· No money-lender will ever ad· 
. vance money to a Zemindar who cannot- part with an inch of land to him. Who will 

~ . ' . 
. advaD,ce the loan? . There are no AgriculturaJ Banks. Even if there were, there is 
. the Taklravi system by which the' Government gives money on certain conditions, Tile 

conditions are very onerous tqough Lhe Government considers they are very easy, But 
the Zeinindars are very loath to take ad vantage of these easy terms wh\ch are offered, 
by· Government. Except on rare. occasions, they hardly take advantage of toe 
Takkavi system, which· has been inf.roduced by the Government solely foJ," the 
benefi~ of the Zemindars, for buying cattle or seed or for some other pur pose. His 
difficulty , begins when he, goes for. making an application. He cannot get 
&nything ., without gre!!<sing. tbe palms of the T<~.kkavi officials. Where will he 
ge~ _ sufficient funds 7 Stop _by all means all unfair dealings. 'fhat will the 
c;lovernment ·replace in its stead~ Suppose a Zemindar. requires some money 
for ·sowing the ;lield or- buying cattle which have, been dead in famine or for 
supporting the family members, he can not get a pie from sahocars and there are 

· no other reso~rces to fall back 11pon, How will the land be tilled? How will the 
produce be augmented~ And wha~ advan.tage will he gain if the land has been 
declared to be inalienable? At least the Government must find some remedy 
for these straits to which the Zemindar will be actually driven to, if any such Bill 
as this proposed were passed into law. · The Government must foresee all ~hes~ 

. t-hings, but the Government thinks that by and by these money-lenders will not b~ 
•o heartless as not to advance loans, and the same transactions will continue between 

· .uoney-lenders and. Zemindars, but only they will be prohibited from taking any la~i 
. 1 do not thinlt llll)ney-lenders are sucb.· great fools that they will advance mone.r. 
~Hhout any security to the land classes .. 'rhen the Government will be comp<:!lled 
8ooner. or later to devise some means to allow these Zemindars to escapE! from 
the dilemma in wich they will be placed. Supposing, they say, they have a right 
to sell land~ to their own people, to the members of their own . brothe~;hood; 
~uppose even if· they have that .right, will it be any consolation to them if they 
parted with their land to their own_ brothers? . Will those brothers share with thell\ 
the produce of the land t · It you are sincerely desirous of securing the .well-being 
Qf the Zemindars, the Government, the public and other men living on the face 
of th.e earth .should be in sympat-hy with the producers upon whose toil _and. 
J.abour all. of us.live. Naturally,. I think our sympathies go out to them and we 
must 'devise. some sure means to make them prosperous and happy and to enable
them . .to reserve something in times of prosperity for themselves and ·allow 'the. 
land also to remain with "them if possible. Well, then, what· is the remedy? 'Has" 
the ·Government devised any remedy for that situation? I submit that, th~ 
Government had not thought of it. 'l'he Government will continue to enhance ~he rent.1 
The Government will shorten the period of settlement, as was done in ,the .~ase: 
of Jalandur, and although Sir Dennis FitzPatrick, the late Lieutinant-Gov:ernar Qf· tpe1 
Punjab, strong~y; recommended settlement for a period of 30 years io the JalaJ;Idhut, 
Division, yet his recommendation waljl not accepted by the Government of. India, 
·and they re~¥rned •. the recommendation to Sir Dennis FitzPatrick and asked .Qim
IQ.reconsid~r ,.an~ ~~comm~nd ~ shorter period of settlement in place of 30 years; 
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i. e., 20 y~rs in the ph!.ee of 3Q year~,, J;lut Sit: Dennis .F:i.ti Pa.tr\clt, who had 
the strength of.hi!! own convlqtions,"WIWI: not cowed. d.own l>y tl1is ·order. of -the· 
Government of. Indi;l.. and he said: "If you ~;are for tbe welfare . of the Zemindars, 
.then they sh01~ld be allowed an oppo1·tnnity tQ cultivate the land, and to improve it." 
Th!!_time of my dissolut.i<;ill hal! come, and unless you give me a fresh lease of life, 
which. I. think is not in your' power, then i,t is 11seless to fight with fate •. Leave me~ 
!JlY own. time, and now I disappear ,from your view (laughter and cheers) • . : · • . . . 

LAU KANNAIHIA LAL (Pzmjab).-Gentlemtm,,;_,Different state of things may pre· 
vail in different provinces of the British Empire, but as ·we are concerned with 
our province, I submit what has been the state of· things in our province' and'. 
&!<k whether in this state of things the Government is justified in restricting the 
alienation of property by the. persons supposed to be the proprietors.· That is the 
question: that is tb.e subject of the resolution. In the speeches m:i.de 'when this Bill 
was introduced, things are said. by respectable and honorable Members of Council 
iu which we do not agree. · Not only it is not a 'question whether· we agree, but 
they are not real facts. Our respected Lieutinarit-Governor says in . his reasons for 
it, which are unsound: "The object in which we all 'agree is to provide a. cor
rection for the results of our own action." Gentlemen, you wiU find what those 
acts are. He says: "In conferring or affirming an almost unlimited proprieta.r.r 
right in land''-mark the word "conferrng," as if the proprietary right to the 
land rests with the Government and it confers it on ns •. He says: "In conferring 
proprietary right in the land,· in se11arating the judicial machinery from the ex
cutive," these are the mist.>kes, he sayS, they committed in the beginning of the 
British rule. You see, gentlemen, what be says. ·They committed a mistake in 
separating th~ judicial ·from executive. functions. · Just now we have bet>n fighting 
for that for half-an.·hour, ., That is an unjust thing. " But our Lieutinant-Governor says 
they committed a mistake in separating the two, and. so they made a mistakea in 
conferring proprietary right ·upon us. The first -question I ask the' Members i• 
When did they confer the proprietary right, upon us? What do our Shastras osayf 
It is simply tha11 the king has a. right to 'take a certain portion of the produce from 
ils; and what we actually knew • from the facts was the case with the Lion of 
the Pan jab: What was he receiving? . He was alt.o receiving what was called revenue; 
and if the Government succeeded to anything; the Government 'bas succeeded t!J 
that right to ·which Maharajah Rimjit Singh was entitled~ :·wa, too, know tha.li 
It is called revenue. It has never been 'called rent. There is· the. whole mistake;· If 
~he Government or· the· mem hers of the Government can 1ind in their officialdocu· 
ments that· it ~~called ·rent,·jve would a'dmit thil.~'theywer6' thEt proprietors and. 
that they conierred the· il'roprietary .. right on us; 1They always called it reveiJhl!: 
What they can· rent we'all 'know." 'It is' that paynifint whichitenants pay to the •. 
proprietors. · So these ·are -the wrong premises : with Which 'they 'beg-,m when . • 
they said they conferred proprietary right on us,.·,. It is not 'so.· 'l'bey assume .. 
proprietary. rights which rest in the people. · · In .. sdyi:Dg so there is ·orie precedent. 
It is not quoting the ruling of any code,· It is quoting the ruling of the Government 
itself. It is in plain language. In the Settlement'of 1865, tbey appointed chief·hea.d
f!len, gave them a quantity of land as remuneration for their office,·· They cultivated ' 
the land and enjoyed the produce of that land. · ,t\fter 20 or 25 years, when the ques
tion was raised by the Government Officials, the Lieutinant-Governor said it w11s an ad 
of spoliation, an ·act of misappropriation, an act of usurpation t<>give land to Lambarc 
da.·s, who had Government duty to do, to take land to be given to a person who does 
Government duty. Certainly it is an act of spoliation. Cehalnly it was, because ii 
was upon that hypothesis that the land belonged to the proprietary· body ·and not to 
the Government. They found out the mistake and said "what we give is simple 
revenue of the land."· It is a 'clear admission that the Government was never pro
prietor· but: others were proprietors. It is true tlmt .they are going to destroy the 
proprietary right. I will show you how this will work. That the object of this lee 
gislation is to crush down the money-lender is very patient from everything mention.: 
ed in the speeches. ·The proposal to give retrospective effect to tho Bill shows that .. 
But where was the necessity· for such·a restriction? We have got so many restriction•· 



in 'i!nlr' pri>v.biees;·, The 'proprietor dares not· alienate property. When 'he does, he 
oomes .under.customary J.a.w, though a declaration that it is against custom woulcl not 
hold goed and that it be declared void after his death. This is one reason of the re; Lala Kan
strictioll.l .!TheJ'e is another. · In the execution of the decrees, lands are never sold or hiya. Lal 
alienated •. ; There is another restriction. The third restriction is the law of pre- RESOLU
emption. ·The land will never go to a. stranger: it goes first to the shareholders, then TJON. 
to Pata.dars and. then to·the whole vilhge. There. were so many i-esLrict[ons. The n. 
one thing that the Government i9 aiming at is that they are introducing something, Punjab 
a!l\1 ~tis this. Wben for a debt a man is taken to Court they won't allow him to Land .Alie
releaf!e himself by his own mea.ns, though the indebted man ha.s the power to per· n~ill.n 
fo:r:m his duty, sometimes· his ttura.l duty, and sometimes his religious duty, to pay the .-
de 'Qt. The Koran sa.ys that it is the duty of the debtor to pay. The Prophet would 
Bever ;read the blessings oli the dead body of the man who died indebted. Our HindtJ 
Shastras would enjoin gr<£ndsons to pay the debts of their grandfather. That moral 

·and religiouS! duty which the indebted proprietor would discharge by giving some 
portion of the land, the Government interferes with and says-" Talre lessons of mo~ 
rality from u11. Do not go to Shastras or Koran. Take morality from us and repu-
dia.te all your debts, a.nd there we help you by legislative enactments.'' That has · .. 
virtua.lly come to that. They will not be permitted to pay their debts even if they 
wished to do their duty towards money-lenders. An:>ther reason given in the Act 
is that it is. politically dangerous to a.llovr these aliena.tions. It is left in the same 
. vague way as all political things are done here~ No reason is given why aliena-
tion of land is politically injurious. It is rather a suicidal policy to pass the BilL 

. If stalwart people are proper people for the army, let them have no property but go 
to the Government service rather than have land (cheers). . · 

.' .. · MR. PHANSAL.KAR (Bombay):-Mr. President and gentlemen,-You will find that Mr Ph • _ 
this is altogether a new proposition in the sense that the previous Congresses have not s~lka:.n 
as yot had an opportunity to pass a resolution on this subject, and it is simply because' -
this is a new evil. ·We have all along discus'sed severa.l evils, and if new evils a.rise· R~jlgj-,0• 
we ha.ve to pass ~ew resolutions, a.nd this is one of such resolutions. In the first· II. 

· place it refers to the Panja'Q only. The attention of Lord Curzon, the present Viceroy, 
has been engaged in relieving d1stres.s in various parts of the country,· a.nd the first 
iteJl!. of businen he seems to hwe taken it upon himself to do, is the redressing of the: 
iudebtedness in the P<~.njab. · OI course this is on the ·lines of the Deccan Agricultu•' 
tists Relief. 4ct, -.We had on our part at one time indebtedness among agriculturist~ 
and the authorities br(:mgb~ 011t an Act, the' Deccan Act, and it was intended atone time 
that the p,roVi.sions of tP,is .l}ct should be e~tended t(} the various taluk11 and zillas, bu.t< 

. tb.-'l.thas no~ been done np tilln(}W •. We hf!,Ve found that the provisions have been no~ 
®Jy appliecl.~s they are.: but applied in an. a.dvanced fo:rm in a. distant part of the 
-cOuntry, namely, the Punjab.,· The principle of the Act is that it prohibits every kinct 
-ttf alienation of land from an agriculturist to a. non-agricultttrist. . If land has passed 
from one agriculturist to another it does not prohibit it, but if it passes from one 
agriculturist to & non-agriculturist it ab!!'llu~ly prohibits it. In the first place this 
is bad, because thi$ deprives the owner of the land from taking the whole advantage 

"of his property. The property in his hands, if it could riot be sold, cannot be worth as 
. ~ucb &!I it really would if he were able to part with it as be likes. Therefore, in the 
first place, itc.will a.ppear to you that this provision reduces the value of the land in 
the bands of the proprietor. That is one thing: and you will find that if such prin
ciples o.re a.llowed to exist. and also become Jaw .in one part, there is no knowing when 
they may be extended to other parts of the country. .It is therefore desirable to 
t~~oke the first opportunity to: enter a protest against an Act which emb:>dies a. prill· 
ciple tha.t is detrimenta.I to the interests both of landholder.s and money-lenders too
It is one of the objections or charges against this Congress that this Congress sug. 
gests remedies for which they have nothing to'pay, and I t.hink the Government is also 
oi>en·td this charge .. The Government wants to redress the grievances of agricultu
rists, not at·its'own cost. but at the cost of.the agriculturists. The Government is also 
o~r:i. to,th.e eh&rge that is o:ten levelled agahist this assembly. Apart from this, thia 

. i~t·not·t.lle way ~Tedress grieVtWces. You must find out proper means to remedy an 
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.eviL ;'i'he 'evil.is th11,t the agriculturists.. beco~e indebted and .the· question is, ''Why 
does he become indebted l' Is it because be is a profligate or an indolent man !'... To 
:my mind .it appe!!,I'S there is DO person in the WOrld Wbu WOrks most and gets leasttt.S. 
the agricul~urist.in India, and under these circumsta.nces it is desirable that he should 
J>e allowed to enjoy his property. to the fallesli advanta,e that he can. You will see · 
~the is not allowed to part with the land a.s he. likes.. He will be put in worse diffi
culties as we find i 1 the Daccan Act,· · In· the parts to which ihat Act has been extend. 
ed mortgages have been IJ,llowed, ·sales have not been. prohibited but allowed ·Be· 

;~ tore the Act was introduced.all transactions were made in the form o! ·:mortgages, but 
. lilofter ,the passing o.( .the Act money-lenders !"efusod to advance money on mortgages: 

Nawab 
Bash mat 
Husain. 

They want sales out-and-out. Formerly the object of the Act was to redress one evil, 
~ut 'the opera.tion of the Act has. introiJced another evil altogether. · I believe a 
similar. evil wlll ensue from :the opera.tion of this Act too.. ·It i.s therefore desirable 
~hat an Act w4ich embpdies a principle which reduces the value of land 'in the bands 
of its owner, should not be allowed to become l<~ow and I hope you· will lend youf ·sup-
pot·t to this resolution (cll.eers). .. . · · · • · - · '' · • '.· . ; ·-· · • • : · , · · · 

NAWAB HASMUT HussAIN (Oudh) in supporting the resolution' in Urdu said:_; 

GEN'I:L~M~N.-The r~solu.tion whl~b I l;av~ to ~u:{>port i~ to. tbi~ mre~~· :__.: .-· 
•• • '. • ' • ' • -.1 ' .. .. • 

. _ That this Congress expresses its dissent. from the Land Alienation· Bill which is · 
before the Viceroy's Legislative c,mnoil, th~;~ main object of which Bill is to take awa7· Lucknow · 
the power of alienating tbeir.land from the Z<~omindars. : • · .! •· · · .. • 
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Gentle moo, no· one doubts_. the good inteutions 'of 'the ''Go~~rnm·e~t' in: 
bringing forward the Bill, and I congratulate this., Congress· that by ' its 
fourteen years constant labours it has achieved an amount of· 'success· 'on 
this important question.· We have been saying all along that the cultivating class 
of I~dia is 5etting impoverished e¥ery day. Their poverty is daily increasing.· 
They have reached the- sta!:\'e of helplessness and misery, The Government, through· 
the igno.rance of their officials anll the servile :fta.tteries of the toadies; used to say 
that the cultivators are not becomin~ ·poorer but rathe~ · richer. · But what we 
'\Vere saying was due to our true kUowledge of the condition of the people and found•' 
ed on honest motives. you know, gentlemen, that truth prevails in the.l6ng run and 
now the Government admits that the cultivators are getting impoverished and 
their poverty has increased so far that the time has now come to help them by 
legislation (hea,., hear) .. We say to the Government "you m~~,y legislate by all means but' 
first inquire into the causes of the poverty.,. · We express our dissent li:oni the Bill, • 
aince we know that such legislation will prove fruitless. . T}le Government, instead of' 
taking any proper steJ,s to ameliorate the condition of the peasantry, will wait in va.in' 
for another 20 years to see the working of the· proposed legislation. when passed· 
(hear,,lwar). The ultimate_consequence of this legislation· will be that the Zemindar' 
will lose his credit, distJ.'ust will be created between ~he money-lender and the• 
Zamindar: the Govern merit will not be able on the. one hand t<1 rea.li:z;e the revenue· 
in due time, and on tne other hand the c•1ltivator will not be able to get seed to sow.· 
At the present time money can be borrowed even at the rate of 6 per cent. per • 
mensem ; after the new enactmE~nt the condition of our agriqulturist will becom•· 
like our poor lf'asika-holderR. The Zamindars will have right.· to lease their lands 
for 15 years and immediately after its termination another round.of·slavery shall 
begin. It is evident under the circumstances that the cultivator, insteadof deriving-· 
any benefit, shall suffer under the control of a Zamindar who biinself is poor,' 
wretched, and without any .credit.·. This Jaw is at pres•mt intended for ·the Punjab 
only, but according to the Government's 'OWn statement, it will hereafter be extended. 
to all other parts of India. ·' . .. . . . • . . : , : ., , ·' · 

• : f • • .• : • . • 1f 

Having dealt so far on the resolution itself, I would ask our Anti-Congress i)re~hren. 
who allege thems~lves to be friends of Mohamedans and who do not know ov do no~ 

. , . ,• . 
ea.re to know, whether such a resolution is for the benefit of Hindus alone or for the ' ' ' benefit of the whole nation to ponder over .·the situation. The Govern men~, .'after, 
long discussions, now .aiimits ,the indebtednesg of the peasantry ll.nd ·is deSirous ot · . . . . . . " . .. . 
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adopting measures for bettering their condition. Do you think that the Government 
will help the Hindu cultivators alone and the Mabomedans will be left to themselves? 
All the resolutions of the Congress are equally benefiaial Lo tbe Hindus and Mohame
dans l!like, !1J1d this· resulution alone is suffiaient to silence our critics who, professing 
themselves to be friends of Mohamedans, are. striking the axe at their own feet. The 

. Government officials say that the cultivator is baing ruined and impoverished by the 
. money-lender •.. , We Cong-re~smen a.ffir m their statement to this extent, that the money
lender, by charging a .high rate 'of interest, takes adva.ntage of thefr helplessness. 
But we ask, why is it that the cultiv<~otor gJes to the money-lender? He goes to him 
because•the Government revenue is much more th.tn wh~~ot ought to have been assessed, 
ha.virig regard to the pruduca of the la.nd. Tne share of the produce which the 
.Government takes p.ow as revenue, was never taken at any time by any previous 
Government in this country. Thus, instead of passing any law against the Zaminda.rs 
who have purchased properties to the value of crores of rupees, and instead of 

· ·depriving them of their rights of alienation, it is 'its duty to. find means for removing 
the poverty of the country. It ~hould revise assessnients and establish Agricultural 
lBanks which may lend money at 6 or even 12 per can~., and thus relieve the culti 
Tators of the· necessity of going to the muah-a.bused but necessary evil in the person 
of the money·lender (cheera). 

· \ · THE PRESIDENT :-I do not think that this resolution has been read and so before 
. putting it to the vote, I should like to read it especially as one or two verbal alterations 
have been made and a :final clause added.· The resolution as revised runs thus: 

· Besolu.tion IL (a).-That this Congress regrets the introduction into' the Supreme 
Legislative Council of a Bill to amend the L!!.W relating to agricultural land in the 
Punjab, with a. view· ,to restrict alienation of hnd, as proposed in· the Bill, by sale or 
mortgage, which is calculat~d (1) to decrease the credit of the agriculturists and land· 
holders, and. (2) to make them more resourceless on aacount of their inability 
to meetthe.ever-incB:~.sin.g State dem'l..nd51 upon their lands and the .. Congress is of 

. ()pinion that the provi.,ion to give retrospective effect to the Bill is iriequitable and 
· unfair. 

': • (1>).--That this Clngress recommends tliat real relief be afforded to the cultivat
ing classes in the fJlhwing w ~Y: that where the GJvarnma'lt is the rent roceiver, the 
rule laid down in 18:!2, prohibiting any enhancem:mt except on the ground' of rise i:tt 
prices-, be enforced, and that where private la.ndlords are the rent receivers some 
provisi~n to prohibit undue enha.ncE~ment of rent be made. 

· ;· :: · (r~.:....,.Tllis, Congress further resolves that a Committee consisting of the president, 
M.r •. Jaishi Ram, Mr~N. Gupta, Mr. Wa.cha, Munshi Madho La!, Mr. Madhullas and 
'Mr. Igbal Shanker be appointed and empowered to·submit a reprl!sentation to the 
8overn.rp.ent,poh,tt\n~ o.~t t.q.e· uns11itH.ble nat)lre of many of the provisions of the Bill. 
, ,., . The resolntion being put to vote was eatried unanimously. · · ·, 
I •· . . . . . . . 
,(. ;,THE.P~ESiDENT :-I will no·w ask Miss Ga.dand to· propose· the nllxt, resolution, 

· ·which is avery important one. · • · 1 · 

·, ., .. MISs· GARLAND: -:Mr. ·President, Ladies and Gentlemen,-The resolution that • 1 have tO propose to you is as follows:- · · ' · 
Be8oiution IlL-· That whereas it is coosidered safe and pr~dent to withdraw large 

liodies of British troops for service outside the statutory limits of India, tbis Congress 
- iS of opinion that the time has come: when the Indian tax-payer should be granted 

some relief out of the British exchequer towards the cost of maintaining in Ind!a. so 
large & force of European soldiers.. This Congress sees no objection to the location of 
British troops in India as a reserve force for the whole of the British' Empire, but is 
.Of opinion that· the time has come for the transfer of a share of the cost from the 
. Indian to the British Exchequer • 

. ' . This resolilton or the prinaiple which it involves is one of the hardy annuals 
. ~at spring up at evary c,mgress, ani indeed it is specially important that we should 
·. pring.it forward at this particular time, because we meet alter that modification· of 

r' the frontier· policy ot the. Government which will enable. them to carry out' this res(). 
·- . . 
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lution more easily than they have ever· been before (cheers). We know that, roughly 
speaking, about two months ag<> at any rate, there were in India 75,000 British troops 
and146,000 Native troops. RIUghly speaking, a proportion of 1 to 2. - Now. before the 
Mutiny, the proportion of British to Indian troops was about 1 to 5 or even less; aud 
it was in the years following the Mutiny that it; was decided to ruise that proportion. 
for Bengal from 1 to 2, and ·for M·~dras and Bombay from 1 to 3, . But. we must not 
forget that that was a. time of great unrest ; that was a time following panic, a time 
after the mutiny when the British r1;1le itself was threatened throughout the country, 
and it was most reasonable to suppose what-the requirements· were. · They should be 
considerably lessened after all these many many years of peace (hP.ar, hmr), Pro· 
fessor Gokhale, I see, about two years ago, gave these fillures. ·• He says: We have 
in India at the present time a proportion in the Beng-al Presidency of over the or• 
dinary proportion, of 4,0;2 European t1·oops, and in Bombay and Madras Presi.dencies 
of not le~s than 7,266. According to that we have over 11,000 men more than are 
necessary for the requir~ments laid down after the Mutiny, Very ;well, then, nowondel' 
India could well spare two months ago these 10,000 troops to be soot to another part of 
the Empire. She can spare them welL What we say ls when they come back, or if any 
others coine back in their stead, Jet theni come back to India by all means, if it is to 
be regarded as a most efficient base of operations for military purposes in other parts 
of the Empire. ·Let them come back at the cost of Eng4nd ~;~-nd not_ of. India (hear/ 

• hea?•). : - ' ' I ~ '' . , ; . ' ·, - I·. ' ~ ' •- • • _i ': • I - ,.· ',' .. ) : i, .. -' ·.: • • ,. 

This is a very important point, . I have only to quote the _highest authorities 
in England to sh0'11'. that it is not only the Congress that takes it up. A f.ew years 
ago,· when the matter of sending troops to Suakim pame up for discussion, Mr. 
John Morley made two quotations. I !Lm going to read them tO you verbatim 
because they are exceedingly. important statements on Which We bliSS OUr case and the 
whole of this resolution. Thi .. was the_ statement -of Lord Hartington in 1882. 
Lord Hartington, now Duke of Devonshire, said that there were two objects in 
section 55. It was the Act of .1858. that bi.id down the rules for the employmen~ 
of Indian troops outside the sa tutory limits of India." He said tl_le objects were 
these: " The first was to prevent such a contingency as that the Government should 
carry on military operations by means of troops -maintained on Indian establishment 
and without havir.g tu come to Parliament for its consent at all." · .But LOrd Harting, 
ton laid down the great constitutional doctrine that "it is going beyond the spirit of 
the 55th section to do as you did in Mombasa, 'to use Indian troops outside the fron.- · 
~ier and outside the cases excepted in the· Act without the consent of Parliament, 
whether you impose a charge on India or whether you do not." · · But I will go further 
back still a.nd quote words from Lord Salisbury when be was Lord_Cranborne in 1867. 
I think nothing that has been said or that could be said at the Congress could lay 
down this rule more than Lord Salisbury's words.· . He said: ••I do not like India to .. 
be looked upon as an English barrack in the oriental seas, from which we may draw 
any number of troops without paying for. them. It is bad for England because it 
is always bad for us llOt to have a check upon the .temptation to engage in little 
wars, which can only be controlled by the necessity of paying for them.,, •.• ·'·~~I! 
this garrison which we keep in India is, as all authorities assure us, necessary for 
maintaining that country in security and peace, that garrison ought not to be rashly 
diminished. If on the other hand it is too "large, and India can for· any length of 
time conveniently spare these troops, then the Indian population ought not to be so 
unnecessarily taxed." As I have said these are strong points .. We simply s~y that 
it has been proved at such a time as this that a number of tr~;>ops can safely be 
withdrawn from India, and if it can be done in safety when the British Government 
is in ~he state that it is at present, how much safer can that be when the whole Em, 
pire is in a state of peace. For the future we can make a strong claim upon th~ 
~vernment.to permanently reduce the Military strength in this country, and by so 
domg they will save enough money to carry out some of those most necessary and press, 
ing t•eforms that you have been speaking about this morning (cheers). I understand that 
even reducing the strength of the European army in India by 11,000 men would be q. 
saving o~ 1i crores of rupees. You all know how far that would go in helping you t~ 
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ca.rry.out your important andmuch-needed reforms. We know in this particular case 
European troops here ate not to be sent away at the expense of India. It is perfectly 
just and perfectly right, and therefore there is au improvement upon previous wars, 
So you see iniudia. we are getting on. If we go on pressing our case we will get other 
improvements later on. I have been asked by the British Committee to say, and it bas 
been allowed to nte by the President when I was speaking of this or au.\' ot~er resolution 
tha.t is placed in my hands that I might say, a few words to you from that Committee 

· uri the general sit~ation. You all knoiV that with ira the last few hours some of us heard; 
for the lirst time, one special request of the Congress has at last been g-ru.nted. We 
heard it with great delight of the release of the Natus (chee1·~). So far 110 good. The 
11ext thing that we can congratulate ourselves upon is ·that that frontier policy of the 

· Government against which we in E!lgland, at any rate the British Committee and 
their friends, have been waging war against is altered to such a degree that. we can 

. almost say that it_is altered, if not modified. We have been all along showing the Eng· 
}ish people the futility of tha.t policy that bas been· carried on for 30 6r ~0 years. We 
have. taken good care to tell. them that India possesses on the north-west three best 
natural defence!l-mountilns, deserts and rivers, that military autl.aorities themselves 
c.laim as ths best defe:U:ces against the invasion oh.ny foreign foe. We have also ~ld 
.them what crores of. rupees have been spent in bridging the I~dus, in laying rails 
across the desert and tunnelling moun1iafus, and in making roads in that previously 

· almost tractless district so that any wayfaring armies from Russia or elsewhere may 
seek their way into India.' ·We have shown them that so far from increasing the 
scientific frontier of. India they have been making a worse one on which a great 
amount of money bas been spent.· I· am not going to say one word against that policy 
for the future. ·We recognise it as ·altered and I shall not forget that old advice tl) 
historians because they violated the principle, ".Let bygones be bygones." We can 
only congru.tulate the Government on its return to common sense !hear, hear) and it 

.. is the freedom from panic in the Russian direction ; and we are heartily pleased t() 
do so,. There is another matter that I cannot yet congratulate ourselves upon •. You 
still have a cloud hanging over you-that Sedition Law. We in England who belong 

·to tliie Reform party live in free press. We live free in Johannes berg. We believe in 
. it everywhere, and we say that although the atrocious murders at the time of the 

Queen's Jubilee may naturally- have caused timidity among officials, although their 
unwise policy on the North-Western frontier might have made them think that it was 
u11wise that too much freedom should be allowed to the vernacular press to criticize 

• that policy-perhaps it did not like to see that made a subject of public criticism, and 
.. coil$cience makes cowards of us all. We say these times are passed. We see the 

Government facing this great famine with very great resources and with very 
g~.·eat ·energy, doing the very best it can, Surely there. is nothing, no act ~n the 
part of Government, that could not be effectively produced in the vernacular press. 

• . and that too for the safety and peace of India.. I only hope that before the Congress 
meets next year~ you will have one more to triumph over and that will be the Sedition 

. Law would be a thing of the p:~.st. • There is a. further ma.tter that we must refer to. 
· Which ma.tter· is the famine itself. I have been these four days in some of the affected 

Districts. I can never :forget to the erid of my life all that I have seen during 
. these four days ... We . know that everything that can be done will be .done by 

· ·Government to mitigate this distress and well ma.y you have aU these discussions in 
· Congress as to how in the future you c&n prevent or at any rate mitigate famines. 

Pt·evention is better than cure. While 'we do all that we can to relieve the present 
fearful distress, at the same time we hope that as years progress. we shall in 
India be able to say good-bye to famines as we have done in all the civilized quarters 
of the world !cheers). We must congratulate Lord Curzon on the part he has taken in 
famine. He de8cended from the Olympian heights and came down to the people and 
superintended the relief works himself. That is a step in the right direc~ion~ I can 
only say that the Viceroy at pres,ent bids fair to be an energetic, tactful and sympa· 
thetic ruler, and I hope when he comes to leave this country he will take with him the 

· blessings of an affectionate and grateful people (chee1'BI. In England, I can assure you, 
'\)'e are doing all that we can to advance ·the Indian reforms and enlighten the public 

' '. / . . . . . . . . ; 
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opinion ~n all your political questions, : W~ do not forget that in ~rhaps 12 IDOJ:lths. or 
less we shall have to face the general electio.ns, and we will take care that your questions 

'Miss are not ovel"looked when we think about out·' own domestic reforms (!~ea,. hert.?'), I have" 
Garland., come here to see wha£ you are doing in India f<!r yourselves. Perhaps as a woman-for 

.
1
\ . the first time you have allowed a. woman to address you from the British Committee--

you will allow me to say that I hope you will educate your women in. India. (chee?·s). 
If you were to ask me what were the most enlightened and the happiest nations and 
most progressive nations in all the y.'orld, I should say that they are those n.atio:hs 
that allow their women the gre.Ltest amount of educa.tion and the greatest amount of 
liberty (cl1em·s). I have only 'to mention to you that we take a keen interest in your wel· 
fare. We never forget to ask each other '!how are the women in Inqia getting 'On" (c(!eers). 
I have one more word to saytoy9u before I conclude. !'assure you all the sympathy 
of many of us with all your just aspirations here. Just one week before I left England 
1 had an interview with Lord Ripon (che~rs). I was telling him a.bout my visit to this 
country, and how I was to be a delegate from the British Committ~e to the National 
,Congress, and I asked Lord Ripon " cannot. you gi.ve me a message to the 
Congress. " I knew you would take it well and he did give me such a message. He 
said "tell them of my warm sympathy for the paople of India· (fh1·ee el1eers for Lo-nJ 
Bipon were carried. amidst loud acclamatoor.) and of the odeep and continued interest I 
"take in their welfare. Tell them' of the very friendly recollection I have of thll 

. kindly feelings they'enterta.ined for me wh~n I was there'' (cheers). I might also add 
bow very kindly Lady Ripon spoke of the way in which. you gave them a hearty fare
well when they left this country~ . i have to conclude and I will do so by telling you 
,hiLt impression this Congress has made upon me personally. I have come out here 
to see this vast concourse of people that are assembled from all parts of India dis· 
~ussing questions of high political impor~ance and all in one language for the most 
part and that in my own mother-tongue (cheers). ~ Wa have a proud boast among our· 
·$elves that wherever the English language goes, it carries with it Sj!eds of freedom and 
)ustice (cheers). We at lea.st hope that wherever peopl~ sp:a.k our tougue they will be 
,people that will have the full m.ea.sure of freedom aQd JUSttce (cheers) . . We have that 
freedom at the present time and before long, if you continue on the very moderat.e .and 
~teady lines that you are continuing at present, I feel sure that hope will be realized. 
) cannot help thinking of some words of Lord Macaulay which are so familiar to you 
that I' would not think of. repeating them to ,you; when we know that they haye a 
pooulia~ appropriateness on this special occasion .. I would rem,ind you of what he. said 
~that m'em.orable speech 1Vhich is probably .. committed to memory by every edu(!at
ed.IJJ~ia~. But let me pick ont a few .sentences .. Be sayiil: ."It may be that the public 
Jnindof India may ,expand under our system till it has outgrown that system ~ th:rt 
by ·good Government we ma:y educate our subjects into capacity for a better Goveru
;pent, that having become instructed in .European knowledge, they in some future 
6.ae demand European institntions. Whether such a day wiU.ever come I know not; 
,0 . • . , I 
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but never. will I attempt to avert OJ," to retard it ... Whenever .it COI;lles it will be. the 
pt·oud.est.day in English History." .•. ,'."The. sceptre may pass o.V:,~ay'from us, unfore~ 
seen accidents may derange our most profound 'scheme of policy. , Victory may b~ 
tncpnstant to our arms. But there are triumphs which are followed by no reversese 
':J.'bere is an empire ~xempt from all natural causes of decay .. · Those. triumphs. are 
the PaP.ific triumphs of reason over barbarism; that empire is' the imperishabie 
empire of our arts and our morals, our literature and our law" (loud che~u). ·. · · · 

. THE BONOURABLEBABU BAIKUNTA NA:J,'HSEN (Be,n.g~l) :-Mr. President, br~ther
delegates, ladies and gentlemen,-You ha¥e·heard.from "the Chair that this is a reso
lution, of vital importance to us. I have great pleasure in seconding.· this resolution. 
I deem,it an honour to second. this resolution,. which has been moyed by the la.dy
del~ate.representing our BritL'Sh C~.omittee in England (cheers). .·I, ~0 not ex~ct;, I 

Barham- catuwt ~xp~~t to supplement by add1t10nal arguments or·by, new facts the· arguments 
which have been so ably and skilfully put forward by the mover of t14i!i resoluti<;m.~ "At 
the ~me time I have only to make a few observations in connection witb. this res9 lu.tion· 
\Ht.Ving special reference to lndi.a~ matters. What politicians in.Englaud have .spoken 
of hi, Eng~nd in regard to ,the frontier policy yo~ hq.v~ heard.. I will. have to:.. m~ke a 
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• few remarks about the poverty of India and the heavy ·burden under which we bave 



beeh groaning, and how this frontier policy has been working in India.. ~ow tb.er~t can 111~1114 
··Qar. · be rio doubt that there bas been a very larga army consisting .,f European soldiers in. 

Iridia. a.nd that we have to pay a very large amount for these soldiers. The ·figure ha~ The 
been given.' This has been necessitat_ed by the policy known as the. forward policy~ IJon'l)le 

Babu . . since the ~ime of the G:o~ernme~t of Sir .John La.w~ence. . This policy is. not a policy. Baikuntu. 
_·. of expans10n of the Br1t1sh Emptre. It 1,. not a. pol:cy whiCh has been propounded or Nath Sen. 
·followed·· for • the annexa.tion of territory.. 'fbat is how it is put forward by men -

.. who follow· this policy. lt is a p()licy for the protection of India against Joreign R~~k_U-
;,'-atta.cks., The question is, "Is su51h a large army now necessary for the protection IlL 
· of India?'' ·No doubt after the Mutiny there was some justification for the 
· increase in the English portion of the army. Is it now necessary to maintain 

J that army? ll"he whole army takes away·one•third of the Indian revenue, one-third 
a.,aain.-bavirig regard to the gain we have made in excha.nge -for the home charges; 

.· and a bare one-third is left fo-r the civil admini~tration of the Empire. Can it then be 
·. denied that a. heavy burden has been placed upon us? That this army is not neces-' 
. sa.ry was, I may say, a ma.tter of controversy, but the _debateable character of it has 
~eenremoved by the withdrawal of about 10,000 so}diers beyond the statutory bound-
. aries of India for employment elsewhere .. I believe it is not possible for these 
advocates, I . mean politicia.ns, who contend that this army is necessary -that it is no 
longer possible for them to argue that it is so. This demonstrates that this with-

• drawal of 11,000 soldiers demonstrates that it is ·not necessary. When· these 11,000 
. troops could be removed at a time wh~n the fullest 'strength of the protective army 
-ought to be maintained here in times of pea.ce, a fortiori this army at least is no 
necessary. If India. had not been poor, if it had been thai the Indian exchequer had 
continued full, if it had been tha.t the Government of India would spenq larger sums 

· -{)f money for the improvement of the civil administration, for the improvement of the· 
material condition. of 350 ·millions of Her Majestys subjects, perhaps we might have 
said "keep on this army,'' we might not have grudged or grumbled. But this. 

· unnecessary expensive. appertenance of sovereignty is simply a burdensome affair 
· now. Time has come now whan there ought to be a. remedy, Time has come now· 
when India ought to he relieved of a portioJ:Jof the expenditure which is being incurred 

·for the· maintenance of this army. It is not the object of this resolution to reduce. 
· the number or· to remove tht~.t portion of 2D,OJJ from India. What the resolution 
aims at is the curtailment .of expenditure, relief to the tax-payers and relief to the 

'·Government of lndia from. the p:l.yment of a. certain amount, a.nd otherwise tp enable 
. the Government of India to make use of funds for the pur !lose of ameliorating the 
-condition. of IIer. Ma.jesty's subjects.', Let the army be kept here as a. reserve force 
·and let them be used elsewhere for tho entire British. Empire, whenever occasion may 
. require. . ·Il)dia. is poor and cannot bear this burden. Perhaps, this too may be con
:Sidered as a matter of controversy. , It is not an admitted f~ct. There a.re some 

. people who find prosperity in every creek and corner of India. We Indians, however, 
do not admit .it. • We have been crying and crying .and calling out that India is poor. 
At present there is no room for doubting the fact; even the Government has conceded 

· tO a cer.ta.in extent tha propJSition tbat India is poor. Agricultural indebtedness is 
'-adD).itted and what does that mean?. Seventy par cent represents the agricultural 
population of India (!tear, he:~r). .In that case .10 per cent. of the ~eople are poor and 
the Government of India. is now bent up~n improving the condition of these agricul
'ural people. The Government of India is undoubtedly seriously anxious to improve 

. the condition of these agric!Vtura.l people, and is also bent upon impi·oving works of 
in~ustrial a.rt. I may mention in passing- here that the Government of India, rather 

. His Excellency the Viceroy, is serious and . earnest in his expressions, and I may 
inform you, Sir, that, unasked, the GLJvernment of India has contributed Rs. 2,000 to 
-one industrial school in R"jshahi in Bengal (hear, hear). That shows that His Excel
lency is in earnest in this respect. We can therfore very fairly hope that His Excel
lency would also snpport us in this resolution of ·ours. We can fairly calculate u pan 
ihat. W~ ~ould not be indul.ging in dreams .. We ca.;, fairly reckon on the sympathy 
of the Br1t1sh Government m respect of the object of this resolution. With these 
:remarks, gentlemen, I ask you to accept this proposition. 
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s-d _ MR. PATVARD'IAN (Poona) :-MR, PRESIDENT,~ I have m~cb pleasureinsuppor~in~ 
~· the pToposition which bas been so eloquently moved and placed before you for you-
Mr. _ -acceptance by Miss Garland, and which has been so forcibly seconded py the_ Honour

P~~otva.r- able Babu Bai~ntana.th Sen.- After what these speakers. have said on the subject, 
dha.u very little is left for me to. say, but with your permission l will.make a few obsei-va

RESOLU·- tions. Miss Garland htts already told you that, judged by the standar.d r~commended 
TlON. by the Ro=l Commission in 1859, the stren.,.0 th of the. British troops in India. is at :UL - ,-

.,...__ presenio in excess of the standard by 11,000 troops, costing yearly 1t crore of ·rupee~ 
Tra~sfet" of Later on, when the Army Commission sat in 18i8-it was a commission of experts pf 
the cos~ of Indian officials-they declared their opinion that the then existing strength of the
!r "':~\~~:- Indian Army was sufficient ·to meet all the requirements, whether in connection Fit~ 
Troops. internal agitation or foreign aggr!lssion. They stated _their opinion. that the army 
r- then maintained was sufficient not only to meet any aggression. from Russia !!lone, but 

even with Russia and Afghanistan combined. Notwithstanding this expression of 
opinion, and notwi~hstanding the candid and clea.r opposition of its own Finance Min
ister. the G,overnment'of Lord Dufferin in 1885 decided to add to the strength of .the 
Indian Army by 30,000 men. And tbis addition, how was it utilized? As observed by Sir· 
Auckland Colvin, it raised a temptation in the minds of military officials to use th,is addi· 
tion on the frontier simply for the expansion of the British Empire. Recent events have 
also shown that la.rge contingents of .Indian troops could be'spared for service outside 
India, and if these troops could be withdrawn from India. they should be treated as r~-

. serve located in India for Imperial purposes. · Until bst year we demanded a reduction 
~the number of the Indian Army. This demand •Was opposed by our Anglo-Indian 
friends on the ground that it was impractical and inexpedient on political. grounds. 
Gentlemen, by the change in our position we disarmed this opposition. We now: no 
longer ask for a reduction in the number of troop~. We do not oppose the location of. 
troops in India if they are necessary for meeting emergencies in the eastern regions. 

'What. we ask is that the proportion of forces which -is in_ excess of the real require-
ments of the country be maintained as -an Imperial reserve. It is but just and 
fair that the Imperial Parliament should contribute towards its cost, that poor India 
should not be sa.ddled with this extra burden. . we urge this 'With all . earnest- . 
ness especially in view of the ever-increasing poverty of India, . the- devli.station 
made by the last famine and pestilence, and in ·view of the numerou~ reforms 
for which we have been crying.· year after year but crying in vain (hear, J1ear). 
In view of the fads -that have been detailed to you by the previous speakers, 
it would · not · be ' unreasonable to ask ".; that the cost of 20,000 British troops 
should be included in. the English estimate ·and be borne by the English ex" 
chequer. Do you know what .this cost comes to? It comes to '&bout 3 crores of 
rupees; and if this sum were set free and placed at our disposal, .what great 
gain it would be in .carrying out reforms . in connection -with the ·internal ad
ministration· for which we ha.ve pressed year after year, . H will mean .the 
immediate separation of .the executive and jud~cia.l functions. It will mean a. 
better manned and more efficient Police.' It will mean larger grants on educa.
tion, and other departments which have been more or less starved for want or 

·funds. With thest few observations 1 commend this proposition for your a.ccep-' 
· tance (chen·s). . ·. · , . , . . ,·, · . , 

1-"andit 
llari Ram 
l"a~day. 

BAru RAM PANDAY (Almora) in supporting the resolution said in Urdu:- . 
• The resolution which I rise to support ha.s been fully explained in English by the 

proposer and the seconder. 1 4ave only to e?'plain it in Urdu, and give one or two 
more reasons in support of it. The European army in India numbers 70,000 •. That this 
number is far too large is proved by the fact that the number was much less in times 
of greater danger to India. When we have peace reigniitg in this land we certainly do not 
need 20,000 more English soldiers to me~iut.J.in it. 'rhe only justification is that India 

· is a part of the vast British empire, and it must have always an ~xcess of European 
troops ready for service elsewhere. But we beg to say. that if that be the need, the 
additional soldiers should be mainta.ined ·at the cost of England, not of India.· When 
it comes to the question of ~ntributing towards t.IJe maintenance of the prestige of th~ 

' . 
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Brtitish empire, that part of it should pay for that maintenance which is best able to SeCGa~ D«r,. 
do-so, and not a famine-stricken dependency such as India is. 

The fact that the additional20,000 are not needed in India. is proved by· the fact ·.lt~~;~· 
that 11,000 ha.ve lately been sent to the TransVtL&L When the Hon'ble Mr. ChitnavHI Ill. 
asked of His Excellency the Viceroy, during the course of the deba.te in the Imperial 
Legislative Council in March 1899, whether His Excellency would be pleased to redut·e 
the English Army in India, the answer given was ra.ther curt, and it was remarked by 
His Excellency himself that during his Viceroyalty not.a single English soldier would 
be reduced.· By a strange irony of fa.te 11,000 English troops were withdrawn from 
India. not long after that remark from His Excellency: The peace of India. ha.s not 8. 
whit been affected by this withdra.wal and should even this number be permanently 
taken off from us, we shall be ~uch better off. The proposer of th,e resolution bas 
shown that the cost of maintaining this large body of troops' is about 11 crores, and 
what relief would the red11ction of this. burden be tops can well be imagined (clteers). 

. . PANmT GYANAESHAWAR SHASTRI (Lucknow), in. supporting the resolution, 
said in Hindi:-

MR. PREsiDENT .AND GENTLEMEN,-· The resolution I .am ca.lled on to support 
relates to a· question which concerns the well-being of our country a; a whole. 'l'he 

Pa.ndit 
Gya.nae· 
shawar 

Shastri. 
fact that it is proposed by Miss Garland (cheers) who·has come all the way fro in Eng- Lucknow. 
land to attend the present session of the Indian National Congress as a reprE\Senta.
tive of the British Committee adds to its importance: Gentlemen, the.resolution asks 
for reduction of milita.ry expenditure by transferring the cost of maintaining 20,000 
English soldiers from the Indian to the British treq,sury. Gentlemen, India is a very 
poor country, and for)t tb.e burden of maintaining such.a large body. of European 
troops is unbearable. We, of course, admit that the defence of a country depends very 

Tr&nsfer of 
tile coat of 
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much on its standing Army, and that a large body of British troops should be ready 
at hand for the security of this vast empire. But what we humbly urge is that, 
keeping in view the poverty of the people, there should only be as many troops here 
as are strictly necessary for its security and peace. When the Government despatch-

. ed 10,000 British soldiers out of India for active service in the Transvaal~ it must have 
eonsiderecJ. the remaining troops to be enough. for the security of the impire. This 
shows that the Army in India is more than is necessary for its requirements. Tber&
fore I say that; if it is thought necessary to maintain a force 'beyond the require· 
ments, let it be•mainta.ined by the British exchequer. No body would object to the 10. · 
cation of British troops in India to serve as a reserve force for the whole of the 
British empire, but we should not be burdened with the cost fo the extra army. 

Gentlemen, wa are fortunate' in being the subjects of Her Most Gracious 
Majesty, the Rqjai~hwari JJfaltarant Victoria (clte~s), under whose just and benign 
Government every man can freely: give expression to.his views and aspirations and 
may also·hope to attain theni, if they are just, honest and reasonable. An .. , gentl'!· 
men, it is this belief which emboldens us to represent our wants to the Government, 
for it is by ve)ltilating them that we can ever hope to realize them. We are to thank 

. God that we are not under the tyrannical rule of Russia (c~eers), under, whose admin
istration no one could dare utter even a single word on the political questions of 

· · the day. I· am certain that our anti-Congress brethren will have no objection to .this 
resolution, for the .money thus saved will not be given to the Congresswallas (laugh· 
f.er), but will be appiied for the good and benefit of the people of India. With these 
few remarks I beg to second this resolution, and hope that you will be good euough to 
. carry it unanimously (clte.ers). · 

· · The resolution was put to vote and carried unanimously. 
THE PRESIDENT:- We will now adjourn for half an hour. 
'fhe Congress re-assembled at 4-30 P. M . 

. ·THE PRESIDENT :-1 now call u'pon Mr. D. E. Wacha to move the next resolution. · 
D: E. WACHA (Bombay).-Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen :-I beg to propose 

the,follo~ng resolution:-
.. : llesolution IV.-( a) That haYing .regard to the fact that the principal cause of ·tlie 
loss by Excb~nge is the steady growth of demand on the Indian Exchequer for ex
penditure in England. this Congress regrets the introduction of a gold standa.rd in 
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.India. on the recommendations of the Currency Committee for the· purpose of preven
ting loss by exchange, an.d is of opinion tha.t .the new measure is ('.nlculated to increa.se 
thegoldobligationsoflndia. ·· , ,:.<;'. ,.· .. · ... ' !' 

· (b) That this Congress is further of QpiniOD tbat the decision accepted by thll 
Government will in: effect add to the indebtedness of the poorer classes .in India, 
depreciate the value of their savings in the shape of silver ornamen'ts, :and virtually 
add to their rents and taxes. · ·.. ' ,. · · . .. :~ · 1 · . < · ·. · · 

(c) That this Congress is further ~:1: opini~n that the decisidn ~ccepted . by th~ 
Government is likely to be prejudicial to the indigenous manufactures of the co1mtry. 

The subject of currency reform is not a new .one to you.:· This is the fourth 
time· that it is being discussed from the Congress ' plat.form .. It was in 1892 
that I first moved a resolution on the' closure of the mints, 'which was then 
unminently pending. Seven years· have rolled by · since 'tha( occasion at the 
Allahabad Congress. But that· period has witnessed most far-reaching changes 
in the commerce and industry of the country and the economic· condition of. 

· the poorest masses. The currency measures ·of the Government have from the 
very outset m~t with universal opposition from · the 'people. As I have· said 
over arid over again, the cry for a gold currency is the cry of the official classes 
who w~nted their exchange compensation allowance, and of ·a. handful of intet·. 
ested foreign traders. There was nothing the ma.tter with the silver currency, which 
was admitted ·on all hands to :be most suitable and convenient· for the masses . . . . . _, 
and, therefore, from the point of view of the· economist, a most sound one. But 
I need not detain you at this· late hour,· with a heavy agend·a. still to be disposed 
of during the two following days, with a. narration· of ·accomplished facts which are 
a history, though a most unsatisiactory history, in Indian finance and economics. 
It is. unsatisfactory because, from· the very outset,· the Government took· an un. 
statesmanlike ·a.nd unpopular view of the so-called. "low exchange.''' It erred 
in its policy of currency reform from the beginning, and it may be justly said to have 
erred to the end of th~ chapter.·· In short, it is a. chapter of a series of blunders which 
would never have been tolerated in any other part of the civilised world (7tear1 ·'1tea?·). 

What those errors were,-I pointed out last year. Since then the Currency Committee 
has made its report and the Secretary' of State has adopted· its recommendations. 
These, in' turn, have been ligQt-heartedlyaccepted by the Government llf India,'· and 
formed .the subject of legislation the other day at Simla. 'rhe Ia test nostrum is ··now 
the law of the land. 'The recommendations, however, were discounted long before the 
Currency Committee arew up its report .. A hilost the'entire banking and commercial 
-wm·ld of India, ·and the •most experienced bankers and merchants in London, had 
forecast with perfect II.Ccuracy what they would be soon· after the first session of 
'the sittings of -the Committee was conclu'ded: ··Just as Lord Herschell's Committee 
registered the foregone conclusion of the Government of India about the closure of the 
.in.i.nts, the iQommittee, the official· Committee almost, l may ··say,· of. which Sir 
Benry Fowler was the President, registered the previous'· determination o.l the 
·Indian Government and the Secretary of StR.te touching the introduction •of Gold 
Currency into India. It was· a. lucky incident · tha.t the severe famine' of 1896-97 
came to the help of the Government to improve exchange. But all the abnormal 

·elements which contributed to.;J. rise in exchange in 1897-98 had not disappeared by 
the time that the Committee reported. Thus, it enabled that body to indulge in 
the delusion that an exchange of six:teen pence per rupee would be a siable one and 
be maintained. While the Secretary of State was endorsing the opinion, the greatest 
fear was entertained of the monsoon· of 1899. Subsequent events confi1•med the 
fe:1r. Famine, of greater intensity than that of 1896-97, has again overtaken the 
land. In fact it was almost synchronous with the latest c~rrency legislation to 
which the resolution I have read to you refers .. Practically, then, the abnormal 
elements which for a time kept exchange steady at 16 pence have not disappeared. 
They will continue to be active factors for another year or two. But meanwhile it 
gives the Government providential opportunity to proclaim that sl:.J.bility which only 
the meritricious elements have brought into play in the mechanism of money and 



[ 57 ] 
exchange (hear, hea~;). Whether, .when the normal state of conditions has been re-estab
lished, this stability .will be maint>~.ined is a. moot question. It may or may not. The 
probabilities ar~ for an exchange nearer 15 than 16 pence. But it is just possible that 
the measures the Government of India are now taking, under the recent legislation, 
to bolster up its artificial currency', may have some effect during the process of 
return of foreign trade to normal conditions. In other words, all will depend on 
the future of Indian exports. It should, however, be remembered that .experienced 
merchants, connected with the Indian trade, on the board uf the Currency Commit· 
tee, have recorded a minute of dissent observing that a.n exchange of 15 pence would 
be nearer the naturalli~e than one of 16 pence. 

But to return to the recommendations of the Committee. Though it formulates 
the foregone conclusion that the effective establishmet:.t of a gold standard is "of 
paramount importance to ·the material interests of India,'' it adds an important 
proviso whic9 declares that the Government of India should take steps "to husband 
the resources at their command, and exercise a resolute economy and restrict the 
growth of gold obligations. ·• It will be thus perceived that the Fowler ComiDittee 
agrees with the Congress in thinking that a. limit to the country's growing liabilities 
in gold, to which I referred at the last Congress, is of paramount importance if stability 
to exchange is at all to be ensured. Otherwise, the whole expenditure and resources 
.Of the state ·on its new nostrum will be almost akin to the rolling of the stone of 
Isyphus (hear, kear). · 

Coming to wba.t they call "an effective gold standard," the law for the present 
says nothing as to what should constitute a legal tender for rupees. The rupee cur
rency, as you all know, is, technically, a huge token currency. It is officially declared 
that "existing conditions of India do not warrant the imposition of ali mit on the amount 
for which they should contribute a legal tender; indeed, for some time to come no such 
limitation can be contempla.ted." It is. clear from the extract just quoted that the 
·GovE!rnment realises at the very outset of its new enterprise in currency reform the 
.,Practical difficulties it has to overcome to gl:lt rid of the rupee token currency. The 
difficulties are many and may a appal the bolde~t and soundest currency reformer. 
How can the vast internal trade of the country be carried out without a silver currency 
which shall be an illimitable legal tender, is the problem-it is the pons asinorum which 
·~ur fina.ncial authorities at head-quarters will have to cross before they can with a clear 
~nscienceand courage proclaim that they have been able to establish an effective 
gold standard.' This is the most valuable part of the new'measure. It is its weakest 
point. In fact Mr. D.i.wkins, as a practical financier, was quick to perceive it. Hence 
that statement the other day in the Supreme Legislative Council at Simla, that the 
·Government was not "hostile" to rupees, which must remain the internal cunency 
for all intents and purp:>ses.. B11~ if so, may we not ask where was the good to intro
-duce a gold currency. Practically, the Government has here indirectly acknowledged 
that it is not possible to do without the silver currency, which has been the natural 
-currency for so many yea.rs p:Lst (hear, hear). It is meet that the Congress should 
t~ke note of this important fact. • 

L.'lstly, the State declares that though Government will receive gold and pay out 
rupees, it will not exchange gold for rupees. · Here again is another valuable point. To 
·declare that gold will be as easily excbangable as rupees would be to toll the death
knell of its favourite measure. The Government is conscious of its own feebleness in 
this particular matter. It bas not the strength to exchange gold for rupees. It 
may try to have a. gold reserve. It has already accumulated about 7 crores. And it 
may accumulate even double that sum. But that may not suffice. It would demand 
perhaps twice and thrice fifteen crores before it can command public confidence 
in its gold currency and put it on a sound and I'> table footing. And so long as it cannot 
inspire that confidence in the public, the present measure must be considered halting. 
Practically we have what may be called a limping currency. And I need not tarry to 
inform you of the opinions of bankers and merchants, let alone economists, as to the 
·e:f!'ects of such a currency. No strong Government which is desirous to be financialiy 
eound, can for any length of time have such a currency. But the Government deli b-.. ., - . 
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erately chose to introduce into the country a gold currency against popular. :wishes, 

and here is the result of its impolicy. · "' · · -· , ' , .-
Moreover, limping .and halting as this cun~ncy is, it remains to be seen, how 

even with its gold reserve the GO\·ernment is going to keep the yellow metal in the 
country .. The question asked everywhere, specially by' bankers apd .merchants, i~ 
firstly, whether gold wiil be retained in the eountry._ · Secondly, if retained, how 

1.'be Jndian 
Currency 
'l ut>Stion. 

much of it may go in circulation and how much of it may be .hoarded? .. India, accord. 
ing to all state officials, is said to have vast heaps of hoarded gold? Is it likely 
that such a country willt•efuse to hoard a larger quantity of gold, best in coins or in· 
other form, when gold flows in freely as is fondly expected? Is. it at all unlikely that no 
sooner it flows in than it will be hoarded 'i' Will not the people. exchange tl!e hoarded 
rupees for gold coins, and will they not go on continuing that process, while demand
ing more and mor!l of rupees for ordinary p~rposes, specially with increasing popu
lation? If even such a wealthy country as the United States, with all elements in 
its favour, and with no ceaseless drain on the annual national wealth, as is the case 
with India, is often unable to retain gold, is it possible that this country, which is a · 
debtor country, will be able to retain· gold!' ' ·. ; · _ · · .. 

Rightly understood, the problem means that the use of gold should . be. avoided,' 
and the metal which is most suitable, and which had greatly augmented India's pros: 

· pe:::ity, should be extensively utilised.· .. The Government from $he•very fi,rst commit,, 
ted two huge fallacies: (1) that the rupee had fallen in value, and (~) that the curren
cy .was redundant. It fondly imagined that by linking India's currency system with 
that of England it would stimulate the :ti.ow of gold into this country; ·That is the 
delusion and I regret to have to observe that the latest sharer in that delusion is our 
Viceroy. In winding up the debate on the gold currency in September last, Lurd Cur-. 
zon, with a strange infatuation, partly inspired no doubt by the surrounding bureau
cracy, which fattens on exchange compensation allowance, and partly by his own too 
imperfect acquaintance with this most intricate subject (!War, llea1·), pictured to us in 
magniloquent words, of which he is such a master, the bright visions which his cur
rency measure would enable the people to realise. India would become rich beyond._ 
the drean;~s of avarice (louglite1·). It bas only to establish a stable currency and gold 

. will flow in. millions from all gold-producing countries without stint to fertilise this 
poverty-stricken lanll and make every roiyet in. the country. prosperous, not to say 
aught of the bappin~ss of those semi-sta.rved, numbering some :fifty millions, who now 
go year in and year out without. one full meal a day' (hear,· hear}. Let us all entertain 
the hope that this sanguine expectation of our golden visioned Viceroy fDay be real
ised; and that before he lays down his exalted offi·ce four years hence, he may have the
satisfaction to see this land of perpetual misery. l,lnd discontent converte~ . into an 
Eldorado, bringing contentment and happiness at evety door (laughter). ' 

' . '· ·- \ i 

Meanwhile it may be asked whether it is true that a country's true property JUay 
be tested by the amount of the gold that may flow in it !' In that case India is already 
rich? For have not officials told. us, from Mr •. O'Conor and Mr. Harrison down. 
wards, that it possesses vast amounts of hoarded gold,,. That India. is an open 
seasame before which the mines of Witwaterstrand 'would pale their auriferous lustre? 
(langhte•·). This is a new economic theory we ha.ve learned from our rulers.· We have 
simply to import gold from foreign parts and we shall be rich. The gold will open up
the country still requi~ing development. It will enable new industries to rise in 
our midst.. It will afford bread to millions who are unoccupied now, ·but it will make· 
two blades of corn grow where there grows one now. Gentlemen, I entertainetl no· 
such delusion and I daresay you teo do not. For a country's wealth is not .mea
sured by such a fact. Is it measured by.the surplus of the annual produce raised, af
ter consuming what is necessary? '\Th<J,t is the pheno)llenoh in India? Tested by 
the fundamental axiom of the economists, is India raising a surplus? and if so, 
docs it retain it? I do not want for the answer, because we already know the· 
ceaseless drain of the little surplus that remains to parts whence it never returns! 
As I remarked last year, the root of all India's poverty is this ceaseless drain of the· 
national Wl'alth. It is this which demands ·the export of over 30 to 40 millions. 
of its produce which should properly rem~in in the country to fructify in the pockets. 
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Qf 'the people? . I daresay gold will flow in and that furJi.gn exploiters in large num
bers will locust-like lipread over the land and eat its fa.t and marrow. But how will 
the people be benefited?. The profits will be ~:~wept away elsewhere; and when the 
time oomos,·the capital itself will be withdrawn. Indigenous wealth alone can be 
fruitfuL 'That capital only will increase further capital. 'l'he process may be slow 

Mr. D. I<: 

. hutili will be sure. There will be no fear of such wealth being drained away. It will 

Wacha. 

RESOLU· 
'!'ION. 

IV. · · be the permt~nent wealth of the country. You have only to bear in mind our cotton 
and jute factories, our other !>mall ani!. large industries which have been fostered by 

. indigenous capital multiplied and developed to understand this problem of national 
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capital will do will be to g·iv:e employments. to an insignificant percentage of the 
vast papulation which hardly ear11s an u.nna per day. Beyond this I do not see what 
benefit Indians will derive. 

Again, it is a nioot question whether India offers, as many imagine, an unlimited 
and extensive field for investments by foreign capitaiists, be it in silver or gold. What 
these will first ask, before bringing that capital here, is, whether there is a large field 
for profitable investment?· In my opinion it is .t:t fallacious cry.- this whole question 
of exchange and reform of currency. I may inform you that there are countries 
wh~ere the existence of a. forced p:tper currency imd heavy indebtedness have not 
prevented the flow of gold, and there are countries where,' with almost all 
the economic conditions of India, prosperity prevails, in spite of foreign indebtend; 

· nes~. · Take Argentina ; who is una. ware of the ·depression ·of exchange there? 
Who Is unaware of' the.lnsolvency of that headlong state? But h8.ve their circum-

. stances', combined with a priced paper currency, seriously hindered the outflow 
of millions upon millions of British capital? Now take the case of Mexico. 'I 
will refer to an able letter from a. correspondent which appeared in. the Statist 
of 30th September last. In 1893 it was proposed to President Duz, a far-seeing 
statesman (and I wish · we had one like him at our finance helm), that Mexico 

. · should adopt a gold standard or effect some c?mposition in respect of gold liabilities. 
He had, however, the courage to refuse to entertain the proposal The correspondent 
thei·e observes : ··"The result bas more than justified his action, for the increase . 
in the trade and prosperityof Mexico, on a silver basis, has been since 1893 truly re
markable as the following figures will show, which figures are all the more extraordin-

. al.'y as they are stated not in Mexican currency but in true sterling." 
,. ' ,',. 1 ' • '' .;~ r" ' -·' •'t· ~ .·_ • ' ' , " .• ~. 

• .,. , ••.•. 1 ., • 1mport8:, Exports. 
• \ f. ; I 

··.r ,.,. • ,. . • £ £ , . 

. . 1894·· 
•1895 

·. 1896 ·. 
1897 
1898 

·.·.6043790' 
' ' . 7,249,009 

9,395,547 ' 
7,841,143 

· } 9,i21JS10 . 

.. 8 766 383 
' ' 

11,298,398 
. 11,746,999 

12,875,590 
13,871,513 

••. ·2, 722,591: 
4,049,389 
2,351,452 
5,034,447 
4,749,703 

. These figures are an eloquent testimony of what Mexico has been able to achieve 
during the very years in which, panic-stricken, the Government of India 1 closed thfl 
mints,' the year of unstable exchange. Had there been the same resolution which 
Presedent Duz displayed during a very trying tim~, India might have been saved all 
the mischief which has been witnesse(l since "that crime" of 26th June 1893 was 
enacted . 
. : · Coming to the second part of the resolution, it may be observed that the evils 
which are certain to arise from the operations of the new measure are manifest and 
need no exposition ft•om me. In my observations from the platform last year I had 
referred to them But it may be just as well to restate them in a different form. The 
evils are to the producers in the first instance. I will explain bow the Rupee works. 
I need hardly inform you that t.he true Rupee is a Rupee of 180 grains of standard . 
silver at its market ,·alue, with 4 grains for mintage. . The bullion value of the silv.er 
] 1as greu.tly fallen owing to the closure. of the mints. In other words, silver is now a. 
~ommodity and is sold many percentages cheaper than it uspd .to be.before that mea-' 
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sure was introduced into this country. The market value, therefore, of the 1~0 graiD.e~ 
of silver contained in the Rupee is considerably less.· Say, for instance, that if the 
silver in the Rupee was originally worth 14 annas, it is worth about 9 or 10 annas now. 
Therefore it is really a depreciated Rupee. It is the current coin. uf the realm:-the 
coin which the vast mass of the population require for daily use.;, But· the closure of 
mints has had this effect. TJ:iat owing to its divorce from bullion, for purposes of 
the State, it is artificially given a value which it. will not fetch in the market .. It is .made . 
to serve as an equivalent of sixteen pence in the Rupee, when it is really not worth ten 
or eleven peace. This therefore, so far as the public is concerned, is a dishonest 
Rupee. Or, speaking in a popular. way, we may say that one and half of the honest 
Rupee is equal to one of the dishonest. What is the significance of such a condition 
of the Rupee in thedomestic'economy of the people~ This only. That it is practically, 
an additional, though indirect, taxation levied by the State on the people. I need not 

·inform you that the majority of the population, say,. 70 per cent., L.re producers 
·These producers mostly have to meet the fixed demand of the state for land revenue 
·assessments. That demand bas now to be satisfied in the appreciated Rupee arti.fi
cially fixed upon by the State. To the extent that be pays his dues in that currency, 
he is overtaxed. The number of Rupees is the same, but he has to count. them at a 
higher value arbitrarily fixed. To that extent it is tantamount to an enhancement of 
his assessment, a.nd therefo1·e an additional taxation imposed upon him. While thi~ iJ1 · 
the state of affairs; what is his income? The result of the artificially-managed Rupee 
is a fall in the price of his produce. The same quantity of produce ·whicl;l gave him, 
say, a huftdred Rupees before, gives him now only sixty to seventy Rupees. 'rhus lhi:s 

. income is diminished. On the one b:md, he bas to pay indirect taxation by way of 
land rent; on the other, he bas to be content with diminished receipts for his produce .. 
'l'he producer accordingly suffers both ways. You have to conceive the injury 
done. It ·i~ mathematic~lly demonstrated that this arti1icial or dishonest RUi•ee 

. has practically .crippled his originally meagre resources. It means that ·in fu-

. ture be must llJ.Ore and more depend on his money-lender. But, as I am now re
ferring to the mon~y-lender, I may just as well say that just as the producer is 

,-cbliged to meet }:lis State obligations in the enhanced Rupee, so he has to meet his 
·iabilities to the money.Jender in the same coin. That involves another hardship . 
.Both re~t and d.ebts have to be paid in the enhanced Rupee. T~ that extent the 
1·iayat is poorer \_~a.n.before.. So great an authority !l.s Mr. ~tepl).ep ~i, whosp vast 
trade with Ind\an produce entitles him to' speak with ~onfidence on such a subjeCt 
observed in ltis evidence before the Currency Committee (Question, 6137) that .it i~ 
practically a tax on industry. It checks cultiv-.ttion. Other witnesses, s~ch as Mr. 
Steel, Sir Fotbes Adam and others, described at length, from their intimate ,acquaint
ance with the tJ111,de of India and the producers, the evils of this artificially-manaooed . 
Rupee. All were in favor of the re-opening of ~he mints and ::.verred that the pres~nt 
ccondition threatens to check India's prosperity. . . ·· · , . . · · .. : .: · 

. . ' 

Apart from the producers there isa large section of the poorer population whose 
small savings consist of silver trinkets. When we take their aggregate value into con
sideration, no doubt it comes to millions of Rupees. But· when we divide these millions 
by the number of the population, the quotient is indeed vary small. It comes to an in
significant sum of 5 to 6annas per head! This is the saving in silver hoarded 'over a 
period of fifty yelj.rs! Now the silver of these was undoubtedly sold at any time in the 
bazaar tberateofaRupeepertola. Whatisthe priceof silver now? It does not be-

. yond!O or 11 annas per tola. So that practically there is a loss of at least five annas 
A silver trinket, say, a bangle worth l(l Rupees before the closure of the mints is now 
wort~ only 6i Rupees. In reality, by one cruel stroke of the pen of ourcurrency ~uacks, 
the s1lve; value of t~e hoardings of the masses has bean diminished by 40 to !iO 
~r ce.nt. Is that n~ m.jury to the poorest? Tnese aLd other evils, as well as th~ 
mt~ch1ef render~d to mdtgenous industries, have been well brought out in the evidence 
whwh our Pre~1dent so ably gave before the Currency: Committee And I would 

, exhort ~ol~gates tQ study it, if they care to learn to the fullest the ~ischief which 
, the \ll'tlfictally.-ma.uaged State currency bas introduced 'into the country: I will only 
quote here whll.t the Lords of the British Treasury thought of the propo11al in 1879 

• • 
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. ·when the :GQverll.ment of India had approa.ohed them through j;he Secretary of State. 
· "The ·forc.e of .the argument urged by the Treasury bas not in any way been expended 

by the.la.pse of years.·.· On the contrary; it bas beeo. greatly emphasised. Said the 
. L.prd of thE> ~reasury: 1 •• Generally t~e object of such Governments (referring to 
Governments with depreciated currency) bas been to diminish the amount they have 

c",,i;() pay to theircreditors .. In the present case, the object of the Indian. Government ap
:. pears to, be to incyease the. amount they have to receive from. their tax-payers. My 
· t.Grds fail to ,see any rea.! .difference in the character of. the two transactions ; " and 
· .a.gain, "This relief will be given q.t the expense of the Indian ta.x-pa.yer, and with the 
. ·effect of increasing every debt or fixeQ. payment in India, including debts due by 

raiyats to money~lenders." I think I hav:e now sufficiently described to you the 
i ·-economic evils certain to arise 'from the new measure of currency. It is to be hoped 
·· ·that,·therefore, the Government will soon see its way to retrace its steps. In such a 
· . ·course o.lone lies the future prosperity of the country, already retarded and grievously 

injured. Speaking as I do in this place, I am confident that the operations of the Act 
must force tb.e Government.sooner or later .to revert to the old currency, which was 
:suited to the country, and :which, according to the testimony of almost all experts, 
had, despite the fa.ll in the ;val11e of silver .measured by gold, induced the greatest 
prosperi-tY in the land and stimulated and developed industries. There is a .ray of hope 

·. that the step may be taken ... It~ his speech in the Viceregal Legislative Council in Sep, 
tember last, Mr, Dawkins observed that the Government would not fail to consider at a 
future time any well-considered proposal which may have the effect of rehabilitating 
silver a,nd restoring the :R,upee. ,Let us o.ll hope thl_Lt such may be the case .. With these, 
.Observations I commend the resolution to your approval (applause). 
· · MR. RAMESWAMX (Nadras):-Ma. P:Ei.EsiDENT, BroTHER· DELEGATES, LADIES AND 

{l-ENTI.,EMEN,-. I beg to secpn.d the resolution which bas been ably put before you, and 
in doing so, I Wish to survey in. brief the preseitt ~ituation. 

. .. ' . . . . 
·Time was in the first part of the century .when one could purchase a sovereign 

for 8 Rupees. ·.But on account of various reasons, such as the adoption of a gold 
'instead of a silver standard by various countries as Franceand.Germany, and the over
prolhiction of silver in the world's mines, tlie value of silver fell in relatipn to gold and 
-other substances and the consequence was that the Rupee also fell in value. . This bas 
been for along time the exchange diJlj.culty of the Government of India and furnished 

• ca pretext. fo11 s.aying that. the budgets of· deficiency are due to the fall in exchange 
which was .beyond·, their control ... But it was conclusively shown by the Honoura.qle 

.1¥tr •. Pln,y~a.ir,,a)lq ;(>thar,,ll.ble ,writers on.the subject tha1l their real difiic11lty is not 
f.lX<;hange bufi !;he· .in!lrea.se ·in the gold debt!! of the Indian JJ-overnmeut, or :wha~ ari) 
~ll!lled _th~ Hp~~j}ha.rges. ,, .'.Mr, .,Montgomery Martin, WJ,'iting in 1838 .a.b1mt the ~en 
.jl.UJlUILI, d,ra.ip.'!"a.W'"f; a ~ntb.of, WbP.t it is .now.:.,..,said," .So COnlita.nt.and accumulative flu 

.,dxain;,~-q!l~J. i,U.Engla,nd;·~o!lld !>oon impoverish. her.",·,, · ., . .I,·, , , · 

~-5 '""';<The Governmenhoiight f@r ,ii reuiedyr The proposal of .closing the mints to silver 
C was first mhde,inl878 by the'Bengal,Chamber of Commerce, but was rejected when 

Sir John Sttachey said a sound system of cutrency- must be automatic and self-regul
·1;ing .. · A second :&ttempt by the Government was. ·rejected by the Lords of the Trea
sury at home.· The oil.ly ·attempt to arrive at an international agreement was made, at 

· tbe instance o:( America, at :the Brussels Confer~nce, which, however, failed on 
account of the monometallic inclination of England. Lord Her11chell's Committe~) was 
then appoi~ted and .the result was the coming legislation of 1893, the crime of June 26th. 
The rupee rose in value but the metal silver remained in value !LB. before. This artifi-

. ~ia.l divorce of the meto.l from the coin depreciated the savings of the Indians in silver, 
;which are now worth less in rupees, and the tax-payer has to part with more of his 
prodgce to obtain a certain nul!lber of rupees. The legislation of 1893 was only tenta
j;ive., ,The ]i'owler Committee was then appointed and it recommended the adoption 
-of a gold standard without mutual convertibility, and this emphasised and permanent. 
ly fixed the gold obligations of India. Our distinguished President brought this to 
the notice of the Committee, but was not answered, except perhaps in a feeble article 
~y the Earl of Northbrook in the National Review. Another conse.quence is that 
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Indian trade, especially the mill industry, has suffered' on account of tb? advantage
given to silver-using countries when the coin' maintained its natural value. · · What· we· 
advocate is to go to 'the root of the evil by lessening the Home• Charges themselves, - . · 

· In this connection, you Sir, Mr. President, who stand ·as a pillar of strength to-
the Indian nation; and whose valuable services in England,· iri the 'press and on the 
platform for our cause cannot be sufficiently praised, deign to accept the warm tribu~e 
of love, respect and admiration from one who, though an humble and unknown umt 
amid~t the teemin"' millions of India; had yet been for many years & silent worshipper· 

b . . .. . . 

of your unseen personality in the shrine of his heart. . ·, ' ,.. : -:,· ·· · .' · · · · ·) · <· · · 
. BABU SITARAM SETH (Sitap'ur) supported the resolution 'in tJrdu: 

- . . ' . - . . • . f '• ' ' . . ~ ~ ' ... 

The resolution was put to the vote and carried unanimously. . . . . .. . • .·· . . .· · 
, . .THE ~~ENT:-I will.now ask J)r. Ni,lratan Sarkarto mov~ the n~:x:'t ~esoluti~n •. 

Dr. .·DR.: NILRATA.."' SARKAR (Bengal) :-Mr.· PRESIDENT, The resolution runs as fo},. 
Nilratan -loWs·:--.~ t11 t·· ~ ~- .:. -I:!~:··~:·; ·') ~-- 1 -,, 

Sarkar. Resolutioo T': '-That this Congress is of opinion that 'the union of the' military and 
RESOLU- Civil medical services is extravagant, inconvenient arid prejudical to the interests o:l 

TION. the Government as well as of the people, ·and strongly uTges the nellessity for. the 
v. separation of the two services by the creation of a. distinct Civil Medical Department 

Sepa!"~tion · ~ecruited by open simultaneous coin petition in England andindia,. •· ' ·• ' : '·· .' . '· ' ' of M1htary . . . . . . . . , .. , .· . . . . . 
and Ch·il Our contention,. gentlemen, is" very humble and simple. ·We hold that in the 
8~~;~"';. Civil Department of medical education, of sanitatiort,. of' scientific 'research and 

ln.edica.l relief, ~uch more efficie~t' work ·than 'you. obt~tin at preseni may' be ex
pected at a lower 'cost, if the reforms advocated in this scheme be adopted •. Our· 
views ·have been endorsed by high medical authorities both in England -and India. 
·At the last annual meeting of the British Medical Association held. at Pot~dam; a 
similar resolution was about to be passed but lost by two' votes. We· expect b~tter 

.luck nex~ time. · Dr. Harvey, our Surgeon·General, who was present at· the liu~eting, 
denied that there was ·any monopoly, and that in a way supports our contention. 
Now, while denying th!Lt there was any monopoly, he said that the Government of 
India, while filling up vacancies in this,Department from the ranks of the military 
services, were always inclined to ·utilise the services of specialists ·when. an occasion 
presented itself. He supported his contention by referring to the appointment of Mr. . 
Hankin a.s Bacteriologist to the Government of India, who was n~t orily not a military 
man but even not a medicAl man, Now, gentlemen, his words are very re-assuring in" 
deed. A case in point is about to arise in the next two or three months.· In Calcutta. 
the chair of Physiology will become vacant. There are at the present monient two 
Indian gentlemen who are quite worthy to fill this appointment.·· One is Dr, Rama 

·Row who is holding a subordinate appointment in Bombay, and another is a· geritte:. 
man who is now holding a similar appointment in CardiJ! as professor of Physiology · 
and officiating for Dr. Baycrolt. I hope that Dr. Harvey will give anotb~ occasion 
to thank him when the occasion presents itself, · This, Sir, I must say :the interests 
of economy and the efficiency of service are often disregarded in the ·matter of this 
·appointment. I know in the Presidency. College of Calcutta there are two Chemists 
one drawing a pay of. Rs BOO,· a.nother Rs 400 a month. Both of these gentle me~ 
a.re experts whose re~~tation has reached outside. the limits· ofindia, in fact, .Europe . 
?nd England. . ~n a sisteP. college, I mean the Medical College, a similar appointment 
1s held by a mil1~ary medwal man whose researches in chemistry, I must say ·have 

·not yet seen the.hghtof day, .but whose researches in the field of Budbistic arch:Solo · 
. ( • .. J '') ll . th t . t . gy vowes s•tame .. , as we as m e mos m rwat~ question of the scientific debate of the 
Beng~l f_rontter,_ are v:ery much appreciated (laugltter). 'These are subjects far a 
commtssion to mvesttgate. Gentlemen, I do not wtnt to 'detain you 'any furthet~ 

_I am glad t~e Government also endorses our view to some extent. . The Govern; 
ment of Ind1a have, during the last two or three years thrown open six or seven 
higher appointments of Civil Surgeoncies to members ~f the Subordinate Service 
Fro~ the P?int of view of A:ssistan~ Surgeons we have to thank the Gover:pmel\fl of 
India heartily. From the p~mt of view of medical reforms, so far as the question of. 
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medical reforms is concerned, I must say it is only a. measure, it is only a. patch
work. It is only a total adoption of the scheme which is laid down in this resolution 

. that can prevent the interests of higher medical education, of scientific research, and 
of sanitatfon and medical relief from being sacrificed at the alter of service-prejudice 

Secontl 
Dq_. 

and _vested interests. . With these remarks I commend the resolution to you. 

DR. T. N. NAIR (Madars) :2-GENTLEM~~N,-At this• late hour of the day, I do not Dr: 
mean to advance any argument in support of this proposition. We have argued, and T.N. Nair, 

··argued successfully, for a number of years and even some of our most bitter · Madras. 
opponents have been partially converted ·to our. view. The defence of Surgeon- RESOLU· 

General Harvey at Portsmouth of the present system was not a real defence at alL TION. v. 
He made out that there was no monopoly by the Indian Medical Service people, and 
not only instanced Dr. Hankin, but he has also brought out two other instances which 
were equally ineffectual. One was the· instance of Dr. Haffkine, Plague Specialist, 
and the other curiously enough was.Dr. Bahadurji himself. We all know that Dr. 
Bahadurji never held an appointment whicb was reserved for· the Indian Medical 
people.· We all know that Professor Haffkine was brought in because there was no Indian 
Medical Officer who could do the work. He has been brought in out of sheer necessity: 
His' pay is def1;ayed out of plague' charges. We"cani10t say that Professor Haffkine 
·']s filling up a post which is reserved for tlie Indian Medical people. He is not on the 
regular medical establishment in· India. It is a significant fact that the British 

· Medical Association rejected the proposition at Portsmouth, which is a stronghold 
of military people, by. a. majority'; and I hope that before I· again bring this proposi
.tion at tho next Congress, I may be able to report to you that the British Medical 
Association has passed this resolution by a majority. With these remarks I second 
the proposition (cheel·s).- , · ·, · 

··.~The resolution was- carried unanimously. 

'fRE PRESIDENT ~-There is another resolution on the printed Jist, but we cheer· 
fully postpone this and very respectfully make room for the learned and patriotic 
gentleman who is going to address you this evening. The Hon'ble Mr Justice Ranad~ 
i(l go!ng to address you in this Hall in connection with the Indian Social Conference. 

·1 have no doubt you will give him a cordial" and enthusiastic reception, which his 
high talents, his high patriotism, have always secured from you (clteel·s). This Con. 
gress will meet here to-morrow at 12 o'clock. The Subjects .Committee will meet in 
half an hour in the Reading Room. 

Separation 
of Military 
and Civil 
Jotediool 
Services. 



Friday, the 29th December 1899. '. 

Tbird Day. T . . . 
. he Congress re-assembled at l~ o'clock noon. . 

BABU BANSILAL SINGH :-BROTIIER·DELEGAT~, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
Messr's. Friend & Co. of Muttra have sent this garland as a. present'to our illustrious 
President, which I have much pleasure in presenting to him on the.ir behalf.. ' 
· The President was garlanded amidst loud cheers. . . ... , · · . . .. , · - . 

THE PRESIDENT :-Before commencing the proceedings, I wish to intimate to you 
that I have just received another telegram from one :of the most illustrious workers 
among us, Raj Deena Krishna.Bhai, offering to us his warm sympathy with this' ,Con- · 
gress movement. I received for this Congress a donation, or rather a gift, from an 
Ahmedabad firm, Sorabji Ka.raka. & Co., and with yoqr permission I wo•Jld read their 
letter. They say: "We beg to forward to your address a Railway parcel containing 
seventy-seven pairs of dlwtiers, the value of which is Rs. 170, and we request that th13se 
dhotiers may be sold and the money credited to the permanent funds of the Congress 
(cheers)." I have placed this letter befere the leaders of the Congress•and they, in co.ll· 
veying their thanks to the Company, decided that instead of the dlwtiers being sold they 
should be distributed to the poor and the deserving. · · · · 

The first business on the list to-day is the constitution. Gentlemen, it lms been 
decided to give the delegates another period of 24 hours, and therefore after we have 
maturely considered •the -rules of the constitution and passed theni ·through the 
Business Committee, we shall have great pleasure in placing them before you tn
inorrow. I shall therefore ask Mr. S. V. Bhate to move the ~;;econd resolution. . · · 

MR .. s v. BHATE (Bombay) :-Th~ resolution which is placed for' acceptance' ru~s 
Mr. S. V. ao; follows:- . . : ' , ' '. 

Bhate. . ' .. . . I ,.~ , ... r ' .. :;, 'J ' . ~·· ~. -··~ 
RESOLU- Resolution VL-That it is the opinion o,f this Congres~ Ulat the principle. emb,.odiod 

TION. . in the Foreign Telegraphic Press Messages Bill now pending before the .Supreme 
VI. ( Legislative Council is opposed to the policy followed by the. British Government in 

Press India as to the unrestricted dissemination of useful k.nowledge and informat.ion., and 
Message that no adequate necessity is shown to exist for· the passing of the proposed •· measure 

Bill. in British India. . . . . ·. , ·. : . . .. . . .· · .· , 
The principle which this regulation involves is one the importance of which can· 

scarcely be overestimated. The mission of the British Government in· India is a 
very noble and a very exalting one ,and the specific declarations which have been made 

· from time to time have shown that that mission is to raise the fallen millions of India to 
'their own level and to fit them for self-government. The principle involved in th,. 
Bill which has been for some time past .on the legislative anvil is distinctly antagonistic 
to the principle which had been consistentlyfollowedandacted upon by the Government· 
of India in the exercise of its legitimate activities for nearly 50 years .. Now we find 
that for the first time a departure from that policy seems to. have found favour with 
our rulers. The question is why, at this junctute especially, that principle should 
have been departed from in a spirit of levity. You will find that this copyright Bill , 
is a Bill for which no necessity is shown to have existed at all. What is the view 
which seems to have influenced the authorities in the introduction of this measure 
into the Legislative Council of India at this particular juncture. The view seems to 
be no other than that which affects the interests, not of the Government of the country, 
but of the Anglo-Indian newspaper press of the c,ountry. 'What is the viewy The 
view is that in the event of the Vernacular newspaper press beng allowed the benefit 
of the t~l~grams _received by the A~glo-Indian press from the foreign parts, then the 
competttlon that ts supposed to extst between the Vernacular newspaper press and 
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thtt.~\uglo.·lnqian peel>!< would cease. Is there any ~~e tel,\st gt•ound. for .believing tLat 
sucll·acompetition exists between the two sections of the press? If you will go into 
t!}e matte1·, you will find that there is not the slightest foundation for the notion that 
~!tore is any such competition between these twu sections of the press. On the con· 
.tr3J;y1: !.find that the Ve1'hacular press has ito; own exclusive sphere of action whkh is 
no~.rea.cheg. by the Anglo-Indian press of the country; Why then is this view upller· 
mo~titJ. the thoughts of these people? if you look into the Statement of Objects and 
Roo.$ons which is generally appended to every Bill introduced into the Council, you will 

)ind; a, very significant statement: that this question has been before the Legis-lu.ti\•e 
·Department for more than a decade, and it is. for the first time that this question 
secms.to.have.beeuembodied In the shape of t.hi~ Bill which is now put on the legis· 
L1.tilre anvil. ·Now you see that this intervening ti one is a very siguificantfact,.-thu t 
tlu1re was that view which sec ins to have been urged. upon the responsible authorities 
of Government. In the beginning the V~ghdttture "eems to ha,ve given a cold shoulder 
to this view and,the question seems io have. been pigeon·holded for 10 years.. Now 
that question has been rescued from that phu:e and brought forward in the shap11 of 
this. Bill What strikes every man familiar with India is that kind fe~ling which 
seeins to be at the bottolll of class legislation. ·and the principle that governs the 
action of Government in its relations with all its subjects, of whate\·er race or creed, .. 
inhabiting this empire, is the prinCiple which: is <listinctly antagonistic to any such 
thing as the encouragement of racial animosity and sectional hatred.. And yet we find 

• that principle is deviated from. For what reason~ As I told you, for the supposed 
cumpetitimt between the two sections of. the press in India. The policy of the Govern• 

· ment has been to encourage the native vernacular press because it goes without say· 
ing that the vernacular press is the safety Yah"e (hear, llea1·). If it is proved that the 
native press is a safety Yah·e, why should such a: step as this be taken in· a deliberate 
and wanton way to destroy that safety vah·e? Is there anything in the vernacular 
l>ress of the country to justify the apprehension that such a thing as this class legis
lation is necessary. Therefore the word "carefully" in.troduced into the legislation is 
that this principle as tothe unres.tricted dissemination of useful knowledge is a. prin· 
dple which has found recognition at the bands of our Government. 'l'imes out of 
number it has been shown that there is nonecesRity_ whatever·for any departure from 
\hi$ p~:inciple. Thus you see that·the Bill is one which is distinctly antagonistic to the 

· principle which has beeiHecognised all along. This Bill seems to be a part and parcel 
oftbe policy wl1icb.is due to a change in the feeling of Government towards us. Whether 
tba.tis altogether justifiable Ol' not is not a question that 1 have to deal with. Th& 
fact remains that there is a change of feeling and this legislation owes its origin to. 
that change of feeling; .l would ask you. to consider whether this change is in any way 
ju!ltifiable,. and ifit is not so, it is our duty to place before Government our deliberate
coul(iction .that the principle as to the unrestrict-eel dissemination of knowledge which. 

· ha~ been acte!l upon and .followed in all its actions hitherto is a principle wbich may 
he nsefully followe4 fo~: ;;·ears to come, and that any such thing. as a departure from 
thl.\~ pl'iuciplc .. will.be fruitful,of results which will be anything but desirable. I 

-am_aJaymail.· I und~•1·stmd by copyrigbt"-this is the Bill relating tu copyright in 
teleg~;ams-to ,be something which protect~.; tlw production of inventive genius. 
Wqat is.. the originality or the iuveutive genius in these telegrams? Something takes 

· place in a pa;rtic.ular part of the globe and that thing on the haphazard chal).ce of being. 
fo~ll!l. acceptable or interesting is wired to us. '!'here can be no o;uch thing KS 

· eopyright in them. E\·en 1ihe vet•y name of it se!'mS to be a little open to criticism 
'\Yi~h, these . few observations I would ask yo a to pa$S this resolution in order: 
t)l!\li our rulers, in the exercise of their legislative powers, may be Induced to 
J,"!t:SUl'Ycy their position and after considering the whole situation, as r>laced before 

. them in. a dispa.o;sionate, unbiassed and calm spirit, cont~ign this Bill t.o. the pigeon· 
hole.from wh\ch it seems to have been unwisely rescued (clmws). 

, ·1 ~AJEE RIAZUDDIN AHMAD (Bard{ly) in Sf•<,ouding the resolution in an Urdu. 
spe~cb ~aid:- · . 
• . ,-_MR. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN1-The res:>lutiou, which I have bHell called upon 
tv support, refers to the Press Messages Bill, At the instance of a few.Anglo·Indiatl 

Tlllrtl l>a."'
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Papers a Bill has been introduce~ into thil f~gislative Council,· w_hi~h lloims ~t p1•even~· 
ing the newspRpers from publishing Reuters Press.Messages w1thm 24 bonl's of then· 
first publication in newspapers which subscribe foi' them. . :. · · .: : · '' · "•·· · ·. _ 
· · At a time when so much attention is paid totheencouragment of education it is a 
pity that such obstacles should be·created. The progress of the Indian Pross; ratl1eril.-s ', 
very existence, depends mt the English Press, Native papers are started with a smu.ll 
capital and if the Managers were not actuated 'with a desite to serve their · count~y, 
there would not have been so many papers as :we :fi.ild to-day. · Many incidents happen 
which deserve immediate notice •. How will it be possible to do so after this legislation. 

. If the Bill, as it stands at present, becomes· law it will injure, along with Anglo
Native papers, several purely Vernacular dailys. Government should either withdraw• 
the Bill or at least reduce the period of protection; · · . · · '··. . ' . ·· · · 

This Bill has been strenuously 'opposed ,by the Bombay Presidency Association. 
and stands condemned by all public bodies. As suggested by our-President, had there . 
:been Indians in the Executive Council, they would haYe prevented the introduction 
of such a. measure into the Legislative Council As soon as this lneasure becomes 
Law, it will further increase the bitterness l!Jld litigation. ·.I hope you will 
unanimously pass this resolution, as this is_ one of those resolutions which eql!allY 
effect the Hindus and the Mohomadans. ·In N.-W. P., Oudh and the Punjab, the ma
jority of Urdu papers are owned by Mohomadans whose interest will be nther morA 
injured, because they start papers without sufficient ·capital. . · ·· · ' . · · · . 

' , ,;. .' ' I ' 

Those who allege that the objects of the National Congress are opposed to the 
Mohomadan interest should, in the light of this resolution, see whether . the National' · 
Congress promotes the general interests of the whole. country or those of Hindus 
alone (cheers). ' ' . ' 0 • • .:. ' 

' The resolution . was put and .carried unanimously. . · .. . . , 
- THE HONORABLE BABOO SURE!'lDRA.NATH BAI!lNERJI (OalctAtltt}, who on rising 
'!"as received with loud cheers said : - . . .. 

MR.. PRESIDENT, BROTHER·DELEGATES,t LADIES AND GENTLE;IIEN,-.1 have .the 
honour to move _this resolution:-·.·. '. . ., ,, .. , · 1 . •. · 

• · Resolution VIL-That this Congress expresses its disapproval of the voctionary .. 
policy, subversive of locuJ self-government, as evidenced by the passing of l!he 
Calcutta Municipal Act, in the fu.ce of. the unanimous opposition of. the people of 
India, and by the introduction into the Legislative Council of Bombay of a. similar 

Calcutta. measure which will have the effect of seriously jeopardising the principle -of local 
Municipal self-government. · · · . · ·· · , ··· · · · · · 

Act. Sir, when last yea1• we metin Congress in the towtt of },[adras,'We-ventured 
to express •the hope that it might be our pl'ivileg'e to associate the name and fame 
of Lord Curzon wjth the reversal of that policy of repression and reaction which 
is now in the ascendant in the Councils of the Empire. I cannot say that that 
l1ope has been realised. I am bound -to say that that hope has not been. ~ealised. · 
For- within the last twelve months we have had two notable illustrations of this · 
policy of repression in the. enactment of the Calcutta Municipal· Bill and in the 
introduction into the • Legislative Council of Bombay of a measure which wm 
-emasculate the principle of local self-government in the towns of Western India 
{liear, liea1·). But, Sir, I thihk I speak the sense of this great Congress, the sense 
of the representatives of educated· India, when I say that we distinctly decline tu 
associate Lord Curzon with that policy which our conscience has disapproved and our 
judgment condemned (l«'ar,llear). In free and constitutional countries the sovereign 
-sta~ds isolated a~d apart from the confii~t of parties and the bitterness of. feelings 
wh1ch these conflicts awaken. The sovereign belongs to no party, is identified with no 
-class interest (lu-a;,Twm•),-tbe sovereign stands high above all parties, the jarring 
no~ of party st~·1fe . dn~s not ~each his ea,~s- (cltee1s). Fr~m ~lis ·exalted position 
:an1mated by that msptratlon which such a position cannot fall to 1m part, he holds the 
scales e\·enly and dispe_n~es imparti~l justice between man and man ·and pru:ty and 
y~rty {c/u:us). T~e postl·~•m of the Y1~~roy Of .India. is different. As the represent. 
~tlV.e of the sovermgn1 he 1s t-he fountam qf m~rcy, the repository of bonou r, the dis-
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]>euser of justl.ce (!tear,. llur), ·but there is also another 11ide to his chariiCter. lie is the 
·first,· the most trusted, the highest, the most responsible minister of the crown 

(<i1ceersJ, directing, guiding and controlling the policy of the State, infusing into it a 
large-hearted benevolence, relaxing the rigour of our cast-iron system, accentuating, 
deepening and strengthening those forces which make for progress and which, though 
their ._'$lfl.ree.r JD.igbt be temporarily arrested, are bound to assert themselves in this 
world of God's providence, for all things tend steadily, though slowly, towards the 
approximation of that perfection which is the divine ideal (clteers). We recognise the 

· dual character of the Viceroy as the representative of the sovereign, and also as the 
:first minister of the· crown. We are fully alive to the peculiarity of the situation. 
All the same we decline, distinctly decline on your behalf, to associate him with that 
policy which this resolution condemns. For, a.s.the representative of the sovereign, it 
will be our duty later on to approach him for the redress of that grievance of which we 
complain in this resolution. We dissociate him from that policy,• we separate the man 
from the ruleJ,"(hear, /«Jar), the statesman from the politician, for we cannot bring our
selves to believe that a ruler so sympathetic in his utterances, so generous, so large
hearted in his views, so keenly appreciative of the situation, will countenance a policy 
opposed to the best traditions of British rule, repugnant to all that is highest, noblest 
and truest in British statesmanship. for the echoes of his great speech are still ringing 
in our ears, ~bat speech which he delivered to an assembly of the Taluqda.rs of Oudb. 
Read that speech, contrast toot speech with the policy. 'l'he speech, how noble, how gen· 
erous, how sympathetic; thepolicy,how narrow, how illiberal, howun-English (hear,1tear). 
English veracity, said the Viceroy, in la.ngua.ge which I hope will be written upon the 
portals of Government House, upon the entrance to the Council Cham hers, (!<ear, 1tear), 
has done more to establish and preserve this Oriental Empire than English valour 
and discipline (cltUrs). Never were truer things said in more felicitous language and if 
English veracity has won this great Empire for India., might we not look confidently 
forward for a practical illustration of that principle in the policy of the Viceroy (r.heer~) ~ 
Might we not hope for a reconcilement between principle and policy, and between word 

. and action? Might. we not confidently look forward to that highest form of veriiCity . 
which is the crowning glory of statesmanship, which bas built, which has consolidated 
and which has extended this vast farbric of Imperial sway? Sir, if you will permit 
me for one· moment· as I am on this subject of the Viceroy, I will refer to a local 

· applic.ation of that speech which seems to have a. significant bearing upon the demon
:stration which seenis to have taken place in this city. The Viceroy dealt with special 
·emphasis, in that speech addressed to the Taluqda.rs of Oudh, upon the lesson, the great 
lesson of' reconcilation, between those who, on the occasion of the Mutiny, 1ought on 
behalf of th.e British Government and those who took another part. Now, Sir, in 
:this historic city, in this home of reconciliation, our hosts...,...for I conceive that we a.re 
the guests of the whole city, that Lucknow is treating to great act of hospitality, 
that is, Hindus, Mahomedans and even officials, Congressmen and anti-Congressmen, 
we are all the-guests of them,(cltl!e)'B)-our hosts have raised ·a discordant note.· They 
have ventured to record a protest against this movement. I am anxious and willing 
to speak of them in·terms of the utmost possible respect. I am. prepared to extend 
to them that courtesy and consideration which they have denied to uo;. But I will say 
this-that it is rather bite in the day to record a protest against the movement which 
bas now been fifteen years in existence (chee~·s), to which official recognition has been 
extended and whose undying achievements are written in characters of gold in the 
enduring pages of . modern Indian History ( ch.el':'l·.~ ). There never was a more 
striking personality among the Mahomedans . of this generation •than the late Sir 

· .Syed Ahmed. Of Sir Syed Ahmed I desire to speak in terms of the greatest 
admiration and praise. We wol'ship in opposite temples, we belong to opposing poli
tical systems. Whatever our differences might have been, they lie entombed in that 
,grave where remain the illustrious dead (ckem·a), Sir Syed Ahmed founded a Pat
riotic Association with a view to' oppose the Congress movement. He was supported 

. by official and retired Anglo-Indian gentlemen. He had his supporters in England. 
Despite all his inlluence; a.ll the official backing and all the Wflight of his striking per· 
:Sonality, what has become of the Patriotic Association l'. (lauuh.ler)· Tho ways of all 

J'ld"'Dq .. 

Baboo 
Su:rendra. 

Natb · 
Bannerji 

Calcutta. 

Bi'.SOLU
TlON. 
vu. 

Calcutta. 
Municipal 

Act. 



~ -' 

. ; ' . 
. - ~ .. _ 

TJ>iril ~1'. rt~ngs• o~ (lviJ, i~J a.ll s!la~. ~ij s.h9W•J aU. i~po~.it}.P!lS.,·~P.~\ii!:!U\ti~ .C!~ \1-Q.h.i~~~~J,l~.··~~ · 
---:. " \bel~; co~nterparts in the etet:nal ve~:ity~, tl!ingltl,~!;'l·;9ou~4 ~. d1s~p~ jn,. tllM'•• 

H!~~~ 1w.otld or Gqd's proVi<lence. (phecr11), ~ha,ft. i~ Wl'itt.;m; ~. ~~ h9C!\ l>t ~iD?-e;. ;witl,l. :.t~~'l 
. NaiJll\. ~~cil o~, the A,lmigltv•; ~w Qb~va~ollj l ~lklq t1> ll!~ke WJ~ J~fer~n,ce_ tp. ~ ~~t((: 1 • 
Ba.n:nerji:': ~ent whipb was published authol'itativeiy by the.llaja. ot.~~oodabaci,·; II~ is a per;;-: • 

..,-:o-- . , 1 sonalfl'iend of mine; . I have the honour of, bi11 acqu!lintlm()!l>; } lllav:~; not us~ th~ t · 
Calcutta:· ill 'de ill ...... d •. B 'd tb-+ "'·b 0 • ~ past tense. bec!'liSe I hopa.he w . ·. COD.$1. r.me·st .•a .. ..,.ren .,, •. e.Sll,l " ~ •. e . ong~r1 
m:sOLtJ• ", ress propagand6 was ':' pz;opaganda c:aJcglated; ~ spl'E!Ild cl,jsaffectiq~ ~mong out pe~pl,e ._ . · 

~~?,!·:· 1 
(lrwghtC!J')• .·Well Sil;, if that wa.s the cas.e, we s~oJ1ld ha.ve·betll) ~~~ undel'; Ule ~.ercif:Qt •, ' 

- · . protection of tbe Goverllmen~ long ago, specially -.fter "tpe :reyJston;ot tha.seditwYJ law;., . · 
~c:utta 1 (c/•ell'l'8~ I wi.~h to tell the Tal.uqda.rs of O!ldh.,and aUwbom it may OQIIQ~rn.:;l.wisl;l to .re·:O: . 
~L~1 lJl.inP. them of what .Sir. Antony MacDonnell,sai4 (ch~~s).:wit4 J'fi!ter~nce- 1:(1 tbismpy~l_!l~~fi; , 

in 1890. He was then Chief Commissiouer of the Central Pl·ovinces.• He was approaclj..,.. 
ed by the Chairman of ouF Reception Committee, and the .word,s o.f Sir .1\.t;~otooy ¥ac·..; 
Donnell were repeated by the Chairman of the Receptiou Com,mittlil~· in his speec~ Sir' 
Antony MacDonnell said, "1 will not think worse or. better of., anybody for, hl!.V:inlf 
attended the Congress "• . Sir, who are the men who are bittet·J;y , disloyal,;....PJe men.· · 
who say ditto tp every measure of Government,. who.iD. season and out of. _!Ieason 11ing: . 
the praise of Government, who suffet•and suffer in silence of bitten;~ess of unknown nnd,; 
unknowable sort·ow; or those. who, like myself, give .expression, frank e~pression, . :to • 
our ·grievances, raise the .danger 11ignal andetJJI t~ attentiol\ of Government an.d·, 
press fol' remedy?; Sir,. in, these. days.l am. perfectly sure, the gref!.tl!s.t. bulwar\ro.f,; 
all the ~'·ernments, be they indigenous·oJ:.bEL they,foreign, ie the em;ttentme~t,, :~lit' 
g;J;atltu!le an4 the. affectioB. of the .• people {t·hf.'er.~). , How ·is. t)JQ, afl;ection.·Qt t~• .. peopl~ .: 
to be won exce11t by the removal.of grievances. and how are .the peopli to z:emnv~ their.· ' 
grievances except by the adoption .of constitutional; means or• t}Je, adoption·~ ·revolu;::· . 
tionary measures. · We are the friendsvf Re.fon:t because WQ are elleii!ies.of.EevQ]u~; .· 
tion (churs)• We ha.ve made ont choice:, let pu:r: enemie• , make; theirs (laught~ and, 
ChW'B) • . Do they .wish to belong to our camp, or. do they. wish .til belong tQ tl!e eamp o{, 
r'lvolntionists. (llear, ltea1-}. There is no intermediiiJ'Y ·step between Reform &l).d" Re'. . ·· 
volution (c/wen) .. · Fot yQu .must enlistyoprselvea under the ban~erof~eform.oryou_: 
must take your place. behind the standard of:.Revolt and Rev9lntion,_. ((l!eet·s),· ; l am~ 
certain of this, tJ1at if the Congress existed In the ell;l'ly 1ijtie$ there. would ~ye been; ' 
no mutiny. · 1 am certain of this for the.t>ducated.India.wi.th, a1L tbeir1.ini\uence audj ·• 
with all their knowledge: would have. enlightened., the. Gove,.-nment, ·and, would a ;. 

have instr11cted and warned their counb·y'men and, thus ~hey would baye, $-ye:rted, the.; ; 
greatest dange·r ·of this century,. Siri' I, a1u afraid, I w.us~ beg yo~r, pardon .. for .• ; 
ma.ldng a digression (M'ies of" go on,'' "go 071:'). ' It is unavoidable.; The Resolutiqn con- ·· . 
demn.~ only the· system. ·The Resolutip~ condemue.tlle. MJAniQiMl ,Bill. of Calcutta and: .· 
also the &m?ay Municipal;Billas be~g OlJIJ~~d ,tp~ ;the. prin~ipfe1 .of, ;1~~ ,self,g~v;·f 
ernm.ent. · · Sn·l 1ocal self ,governmenO~,. :tlJe, glfh Qf, '.ou;~::,rulel·t;,,. qu~ lt,, Itt .. ~ en~rjl f , 
aooord w.ith those deep-seated instincts :whiehu-e fostered1bY: .tl}.~ ~bayet<.syst~:w, •. 
and by.our village communities. The.se.viJhtgoe eoi»munjtjes,, as}you, Sir~ ,reminded., u~~, 
the other<dli.y in your presidential speech, CUl'}'Y the;I!lin~ b"ck,to ~Iw:dawn o~ .hmnaJJ..: 
civilisation when the a.ncestors of' the self·gon>'!-'lling nations pf, the e!U'th, at. tha pre-. . 
senti moment were roaming ill the primitive iorf!stlj j~ !I> stat~ of.prim~tiye simplicit;Y;:::_ .. 
Tpe antiquity of this institution cannot he ealled. in,questio~ .•. To ... them was, accord()(; .. 
a measure of. self-government. which tlw ~dti>1b Governmellt, has .noJt thought fit to-- · 
confer upon the Municipalities o.f British India. :, They no~,only loo~ed !lfter. tb~; sanl-.i 
tation and -conser~ancy of the:. villages. etmCel'lwd, but they .administered, justice an(],: 
controlled the pohce. Therefore· those villug~;~. communities .were, complete self.aov:.:: .. 
erniug units. My point is this-that we enjoyed in, ancient India'~ m~cb ~rge~ ;e~< 
sure of self-Gm·ernment than what .the Bl'iti:o;h Government has given. to us and even.· 
what was given to us is to be taken away from us (shu11le)., In.188J, the b~.n, of local~ 
self-government was conferred upon the Municipal towns of India under the ooreat re- · 
solution of Lord Ripon (t"l1eers). In 18i6 t11e Corpqration of Calcutta was r~-co:stituted ~ 
upon a populm: ~a.sis .. It is a .remarkable fuct, expres$ive of theirony of.fate and th~; 

.. changes of op~mon wh1ch ar.~ oonsta.nt.ly tt~king pla.Ge, that· tb~ gr!}at, resolutio~ot:. 
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Lot:il Ripon ·appeared over the signl!oture of Mr. Alexander Mackenzie who, as Sir 
' Alexa.ndeJ:" Mackenzie, was the author, originator, framer, and inspirer of the Cal
. -cutta.,Mue-cf~al Bill which has destroyed the civic rights of my native town (shame). 

I think it. is a. matter for un,utterable shame: · Sir Alexander Mackenzie is a name 
· well·kn!)Wn .to my friends of the Central Provinces ... He is the author of the 
· enhancement .whlch they so bitterly complain of. He is a man of universal fame 
. (~ughtiw), ·.well'known in Bengal, well-known in the Central Provinces. His fame 
·spread even'to the other·sideof the waters. He is well'known in Burma.· Now he 
ha.S retired.· I am bound. to say that the blessings of the community do not follow 

. him' or. afford bioi any consolation in the days of his retirement (laughter.) It is 

. equally ;re::narkable that it was a Conservative Viceroy and a Conservative Secretary 
of State who conferred the boon of local self-government upon the people of'Culcutta.. 

· •. It ie u. (Jonservative Viceroy and a Conservative Secretary of State who withdraw that 
rigltt. , These are changes to wnich evEjn the best and the noblest of men are exposed. 
Th~refore, Sir, it comes to this-that we in Calcutta have been in possession of the 
boon of )ocal self-government for nearly a quarter of a. century. Why should it be. now 
withdrawn from us? Sir Dougla~ Straight, who is now the Editor of the Pall Mall 
.GaZette, said that ·a concession once made should never be withdrawn except under 
the stress of. paramount necessity. Whether 'such a. necessity exist iri this case is 

. the question, . But on the very threshold of the enquiry, I am confronted with a 
' difficulty, for we have it; on the authority of. no less distinguished a personage than 

Sir John Woodburn, that the Calcutta Municipal Bill is a perfectly inocuous mea
. sure, and tha~ all that it does is a re-adjustment, and not extinction of the prin
-ciplE! of local self-government. Well, Sir, if that is so, I have no ·grievance. I 

. :a.m prepared for· a readjustment 'provided that in the process of readjustment the 

.. whole thlng does not disappea.r (laughter). . Is that readjustment or extinction ? 
Let us exa.mine the ma.tter a little closely. What is local self-government such as the 

ordinary folks who do not breathe the pure atmosphere of officialism in the heights 
of. Olympus. 'conceive?.;. What. is local self-government? Local self-govern

. ment is the administration, of locaJ affairs by the representatives of the local 
·.· publ~c. · If all au~hority;: aU power, all patronage is withdrawn from the-local repre
.. !!et;ttatives; and, is ,ve~ted in •the representatives of official hierarchy and European 
. merchants. I conceive locaJ self-government is at an end. Is that the real state· of 
. ,thi~gs f What is the present constitution of Calcutta? What was the old constitu
, tion of Calcutta 1' ·· ~t ·us for a moment examine the matter. Under the old constitu· 
· tiori the Corporation of Calcutt!!,. consisted of 75 members, 2/3 of whom were elected-
• .mark2j3 .were elected. ·.Under th~ new "constitution, which is said to be a readjust
.. ment and not an extinction, no~ 2/3 but only 1/2 of the members are to be elected, 
and t;l:i.e:D. there is to be an official, Chairman who will have a vote and a casting vote 

:in · !)ase of equality of votes.; .• Therefore, Sir, we' are driven to thls position: There 
will be 26 members;· .Official members, against 5 popular members, under the best 

. o~ circumstances li.nd conditions. · In any case, the popular representatives will M 
in a minority, . They D;i"Ly. be in. a hopeless minority, because at the ward elections 
some members might. be. returnetJ. who are officials. Therefore, I am right in the . 
'<lontention that the effect ()t this ~ran'iformation is transferring the entire authority. 
from the hands of the representatives ·of rate-payers into the hands of officials of 
·Government and their friends,' ·Is that local self-government? (Ories of "no" "no.') ; 
. Of course not. But the Govern~ent stands convicted out of its own mouth. Mr. 
Ba.ker, the Municip:ll Secretarywho was in charge of the Bill in the Bengal Legis
lative Council, not once, not twice," not thrice, but repeatedly, a.s often as he opened 
his mouth, said that the main object of the Bill was to cut down the preponderance 
.of Hindus in the Corporation. What have the poor Hindus done to merit this 
treatment at the hands .bf the Government? Is this the reward for the devotion and 
faithful allegiance to the principle oflocal self-government in the capital of the Indian 
Empire ?But the very proposal involves the extinction ·of local self-government, for 
the Hindus constitute the bulk of the population. They own the bulk of the assessable 
property in Calcutta and they ploy the bulk of the taxes to the Municipal funds. There· 
fore, iu accordance with the l)lementa.ry principle of local self-government·; they 
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rhlnl D•T· · ought to have a. preponder~nt voice h1 the' deliberations of . the· Ccorporatio~ (c!wertJ) .. 

, Baboo For John Stuart Mill, as· the greatest . exponent of representative institutions. 
Surendra whom this century witnessed, has laid down this principle; ·that local representa-

Na.th. tion is to be proportionate to the payment of local taxes; and therefore the Hindus ar& 
_ Bann!lrji entitled to a preponderant majority in the Corporation .. But, Sir, we are. to be mad& 

. Uitlanders in the city. of our birth. · The Engl.ish people at the present moment 
. Calcutta. h A" • h are waging a war for the purpose of securing to the Uitlanders of Sout ..runca t & 

RESOLU- · inestimable boon of political franchise. We, citizens of Calcutta, had enjoyed that 
TION. franchise for a period of 25 years and now the British Government, with strange 
VII. inconsistency, is about to deprive us of that franchise (shame) for ·which they are 

Calcutta fighting at the point of the sword in South Africa .. · The Englishman newspaper, a 
Municipal great friend of the people of this country (laugliter), said the other day in speaking 

Act. of the Congress that it was like a band of Alricariders in South Alrica, with this. 
difference, that it is less mischievous than the band of Africanders.·. We distinctly. 
decline to be compared to the Alricanders. We are the loyaJ subjects of the Crown 

. (!tear, hear), wedded, . inexorably wedded, to the British connec~on, which is a pledge 
and guarantee of the attainment of justice and politicaJ freedom (cheers) . . We are no 

. Alricanders, but we are UitlRnders, and there is no Secretar;y; of State of the type 
of Joseph Chamberlain to enforce our claims. That is the true state of things. Now, 
Sir, let me ask what is. the justification for this change of the law .. :Were the Com
missioners tried and found wanting? Was it ever alleged that.the Municipal ad
ministration of Calcutta had failed? If that was so, the position would be unassail
able; but absolutely there. is no evidence of failure. On the contrary, then, whatever 
evidence there is, it. poiitts to a 'disti'nctly opposite conclusion. _'Compare CaJcutta 

. when it was under thedirectad:ninistrationofGovernment with what it now· is after. 
quarter· of a century of administration by ·elected Commissioners.·· My opinion' 
is of no consequence, I am urid&r· tJ.·iaL ;- 1· am & 'me'mber-1 was a member' or 
the Corporation. but I resigned my seat-1 ai:n under trial, and my opinion Js of nG 
consequence. Let me place before you the opinion. of an individual who attained 
the highest official position in. these p'l'ovinces, and. who might be sup:Posed to be 
rather partial than· otherwise to·· the' GoverJ!IDent"., ' Mr., afterwards ~ir .lohn; 
Strachey made a report on the sanitary condition of Calcutta when it was under 
the administrat.ion of Government.' And what did he say PIt was one of the
filthiest cities in Asia, a scandal and disgrace to ,civilised administration! That. was 
.the opinion of Sir John Strachey whenCalcutta. was not under,the direct administra• 
tion of the Commissioners •.. Now let me quote a.nother autho.rity pn my side .. · Sir 
Henry Fowler, speaking from his place in the House of Commons on the occasion or 
a recent debate, said he had failed to discover any evidence of failure .o'n the part. 
of the elected Commisaioner$ in the discharge' of tlleir ;duties (hear, hear). There
fore, Sir, I am entitled to hold that the Corporation ot Calcutta, the !n'eatest self
governing institution in .the Indian Empire, has been superseded with~ut a lilhadow _ 
or semblance of any .justification (shame); and if the Government thought that it had. 
a stro?g ~se, why ~id it not put it to th~ test of scrutiny by the appointment of a 
commission of enqu1ry? (ltear, hear). The greatest criminal, with his hands wreaki 

. w~th the blood of his murdered. victim, is · aJlowed a trial befoz:e a con~titu~~ 
tr1bunal of the land, but the most illustrious ·self-governing institution· · )h . 
Indian Empire, with a brilliant record of past achievements is to be cond :m de 

'th t - h bl . . emne 
WI ou even a s ow or sem ance of inquiry (sltame). Does that commend· 't. _,..,. t 
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<:overd·n mhent f?r '~he introduction of the Calcutta Municipal Bill w~s 
ma e m · une ' an t e Bill Itself was introduced in March 1898 · Th . 1 ti w d · . . . • . . ere was. 
atrmepatee.d me. . e pr~tYh. e toal~dai.n d~nd agam but prayed 'in vain .. The Government

our prayer WI s 1 m Ift'erence. 'l'he same prayer was repeated from the 
floor of the House of Commons by Mr. Herbert Roberts (lwa1• heal·) to 1 
not be sufficiently grateful. for his endeavours in this conuecti'on ( h• _ JW-lomd wtle can. 

1 · It h' h 1 h' c cee1B • an . 1en a. 
rep Y was gtv~ w. lC • t mk, affords an ·apt illustration of tbe saying that 
la.ngu~e was g1ven rather to C?nceal.than express one's thoughts in. ' What w'as the: 
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reply that· Lord George Hamilton gavel' I wish, Sir (Mr. President), you were a. 
member .of the H~use on that occasion, I wish Dadahbai Nowroji were there (tl11·ee 

. ch,ee>rtl for DadaiJltai Nowro:Ji wer~ gi·ven) to poi~t out the utter hollo'wness and in· 
• ~incerity· of that reply ... Tbe reply was this. It is no use instituting an inquiry 
.' htto the' Municipal administration of Calcutta; such a thing is being done by the 
:.'Select Committee of the Bengal Legislative Council, and that it would be highly im· 
•. proper on the part of the House of.Commons to take the matter out of the hands of a 
,: ·self-governing body like the Bengal Legi!!lative Council. The only drawb8,J:lk about 
·; r.hatt 'statement is, that· it is misleading and inaccurate from beginning , to end 
_·_.(laughter). In the first place, no inquiry was made by the Select Committee into the 
· ... Municipal administration of Calcutta. , I was a, member of that Select Committee 
· · (laugltter) and therfore I know perfectly well ·what we were _about. By the rules 
· of the' Council, the principle having been affirmed, all that the Select Committe had 
'·to do was to.consider details. It was beyond the legal competence of the Select Com
. ·_ mittee to enter into the broader question of efficiency or otherwise of the Municipal 
-. administration of Calcutta ; and I Ill&.Y say that Mr. Norendranath Sen and myself 

were the dissenting members on the ·calcutta Munici:Pal Bill and strongly protested 
against this' observation of Lord George Hamilton. We have received no reply to that 
part of our statement. I wish to draw the attention of the Congress to the other part 

.. of the statement that the Bengal Legislative Council is· a self-governing body. Against 
f- -- • 

. this statement I have the advantage of getting officials to fight with officials; and I am 
,_· saved the trouble of saying one word or other. I am an impartial, nnbiassed spectator 
. of the affray that goes on between officials, In this connection.we have again the state
. of' Mr. Baker, ~he Municipal Secretary in charge of the Bill. He said fro_m his 
''place ~n the Bengal Legislative Council that the Council was a subordinate legis· 
,' latur~ (my ;friend will bear me out); and that it was a part of the duty of that 

-Council to register the mandates of the Supreme GoveFnment ("shame ''). What be· 
' comes ·of this glorious fabric of a self-governing body, ·inquiring into the Municipal 
, . administration of dalcutta.? Well Sir, liherefore, there was no enquiry at all, and 
··we have been cond!llned unheard. We have _a grievance. Our civic i-ights have 
,. been taken away frolll us. The ·other· part of the resolution has referep.ce to 
'Bombay. I will not dwell on that part of the resolution, but I cannot help con· 
; t'rasting.ol!r fate with the fate of the people of the North-Western Provinces under 
·· the beneficent . administration· of Sh· Antony MacDonnell (cheers). Here, instead 
' of ·curtailment, there is to be an, enlargement, so far as I have been able to under· 
stand the principle of ·local_ self-government, in the greater powers which it is 

· proposed to confer upon the District Boards.· Mark the difference which is shown 
·to public opinion •· by Sir Antony MacDonnell in the matter of the Lan!l Bill and 
contrast it with the contemptuous treatment wi1ieh public opinion received in 

''Bengal. at the hands of the local authorities ; and yet, Sir, if there is any measure 
': more .·thaQ.. anothet which. needs the support of public; opinion· it is the Munici· 
' pal lneasures. ,_.Municipal measures deal with the question of sanitation, and 
' sanitary me~ures can ne~er be carried out except .with the 'aid· of the pubiic 
; .op!Jlion, and' p.ublic opinion 'unequivocally condem~ed the Bill. Lord Ripon said 
..,itf'{me 'of his ;speeches ll.s Chancellor of the University that public opinion in India 
· is destined 'soon to become ·the irresistible, .unresisted master of the Government. 
''Lord Curzon, in that 'admirable speech which he delivered to the Taluqdars of 
· Oudh, expressed himself in similar language. He said: " Indeed, to !lle, it seems 
that the f.times have passed by when the rulers can any-way live w;ith impunity 
amidst the clouds 'of Olympus. · They must descend from hill-tops, arid visit the 
haunts of men. · They must speak to the people in their own tongue, must be one 

• in 'purpose and heart with the people. Only then will they justify their high sta· 
•- tion. Only then wil\ -their authority be free from challenge, because it will be 
' founded upon trust.'' 'rhe rulers and the ruled must be one in purpose and one 
·in heart. I ask -is there solidarity o.f opinion and sentiment between the rulers 
and the ruled ? Have we not again and again prayed for the release of the Natu bro
thers ? 'And it was not until the other day that the Natu brothers were released. Have 

''we 'not again and a.gaiu' prayed for the withdrawal of the Calcutta Municipal 
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TbirdDay. BilfY And the Calcutta Municipal Bill'has been passed into law ("sha111e ''). 
. Baboo I am afraid there is no renewal of confidence, no interchange of opinion between 
Surendra. the rulers a.nd the ruled. I am afraid both 'the rulers and the ruled stand "isolat-

Nath ed and apart in grim and solemn silence. The gulf is widening.. That which 
Bannerji ought to be :regarded as the proudest memorial of British rule is considered to 

Calcutta. be a grievance ; that educated natl\·es of India should claim equality in politica.l 
rights with Englishmen can only be due 'to the education, which the English 
have been instrumental in introducing into our midst, which constitutes thf> 
noblest achievement of British Rule in India (cltce1·s). · Our rulers seem to think 
differently. There is reaction in their policy, reaction in opini,on, reaction along, 
the entire line, reaction is the order of the day. But those great and illustrious 
men who founded the Anglo-Indian Empire, who preserved and consolidated it, were 
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·apimated by different motives. '· 

Miss Garland, in that admirable speech to which we all listened with so much 
interest and with no little admiration, quoted an extract from the speech-the memor
able speech-of Lord Macaulay delivered 60 years ago in the House of Commons, when, 
with a gift of prophetic inspiration, be anticipated the advent of that day when the 
Indian subjects of the Crown, educated in Western learniag, would crave for Western 
institutions; and Macaulay went on to say that thatwould be the proudest day in the 
annals of England (cheerB). Our rulers at the present moment seem to take a different 
view of the situation. They would fain undo the past. They would fain roll back the 
tide of progress which. has set in with such irresistible force. Shall we let them,' shall 
We permit them to prove false to the noblest traditions of their OWD race? (cries OJ 
"No," "No"). No, §ervius Bomanus sum was the boast of the ancient world. Our boast is 
a greater one. We are British subjects. We are part and parcel of the greatest ern pire 
that the world has ever seen, an empire over which the sun never sets. May the 
glories of that· empire in the domain o:t: }luman freedom ~nd justice never fade! We 
are the subjects of this great empire, over which floats the high flag of freedom. We 
are the subjects of an empire where a bondsman can never breathe, and where the 
moment he sets his foot hls chains burst around him and he stands forth a regenerated 
and emancipated being (cheers). Citizens of this .great empire, an empire whose 
watchword is freedom, which has emanicipated the Negro slaves, which has taught 
.great lessons o~ constitutional liberty to the rest of the world-citizens of this great 
~mpire, ought we to submit to our rights being :filched away from us~ Ought we to 

· submit to our being reduced to the rank of hewers of wood and drawers of water in 
our own country (No; No)? Ought we tQ permit the brand of the helot to be pl!LCed 
upon us and leave an ignoble bruise (No, No) P · Standing in this historic city within 

- a measurable dist~nce of that p1ace which was the scene of the trials and sufferings, 
the ultimate triumph of the greatest hero of the Hindu_ legend and of his greater con
sort, let us resolve in our heart of hearts and do what lies ~ our power to check this 

.-current of reactjonary policy,- to win back our lost position, ;to, continue our glorious 
and patriotio work until it culminates in the attainment by us in full measure (cheers) 
of the inestimable blessings o~ British freedom and British justice. I am certain of 
this : t~at in this ho~y endeavour we shall claim and we shall receive in full m~e 
the. acttve co-operatwn of our own countrymen, and even of our political opponent. 

· We s_hall receiv~ the sympathies of civilised lmm~nity, ~nd above all the blessings of 
Almighty ProVldence·(Ttear, hear). I have an undym~ faith in the justice of our cau e a. 
burning ~onvictio~ that, th?ugh darkness may cloud our prospects, the day of del~v~r

. ance and enfranchisement IS near at hand (cheers). We may me~t with a temporary re
verse, a temporary check. 'fhe flag which we hold aloft the banner of •"-e c • . . , .u ongress. 
m1ght drop from our smkmg hands, but other$ will rise up who will take u tb t .. 

d 1 d · h · . p a ,..ag 
an ea us to trmmp antvwtory (l!eaJ•,Ttear andcl!ee1·s). I am sure patienc · h t" 

d d b . . e IS W a IS 
n~e e -not t e pat1ence o:·~espair _and despondency-but patience which is born of 
fa.1th consecrated by the hvmg genms of self-sacrifice. What are 30 yea , . 
half t · th l"f · rs, or e\ en 

·a cen ury m. ·. e 1 et1me of nations or communities? Read the histories of the 
~reat ~uropean hvmg nations, mark the patience, the marvellous patience, fortitude, 
mdom1ta.ble resolve to-serve their country to promote her h h 1 .h t · · • onour, er gory, er 
ruest mterest., Remember that we are confronted with one of the gravest crises in 
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our history .. If we succumb to that crisis, the political enfranchisement of our people 
willl.leindefinitely postponed, but if we rise above it, we shRll have done ·a service to 
India, to .England and to humanity, and shall have covered ourselves with undying 
renown. Act bravely and wisely before man and God, so that when you are dead and 
gone, and when yon are beyond reproach or praise, it may be said of you that you were 
tried in the balance and not found wanting, that you overcame grave crisis, that you 
surmounted all difficulties and that you planted the empire deep in the affections, 
love and gratitude of the people by securing to them the inestimable blessings of 
British rule, sanctified by the principles of constitutional liberty and constitutional 
justice and f~eedom, and then. you will have done your duty to the country and to the 
Congress (loud and continued cheers). 

Thlrtl Dq. 

MR. NAzmUDDIN KAMURUDDIN (Bombay) seconded the resolu.tion in a speech deli-
. . 

vered in Hindustani. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

MR. KALJ CHARAN BANNERJI (Bengal) :-Mr. PRESIDENT AND FELLOW·DELE· 

· ·GATES,-The resolution entrusted to me is in these words :-

Resolution VIII.-' That this Congress is of opinion that the rules prohibiting mana
gers and teachers of Aiaed Institutions from taking part in political movements or 
attending politica.l meetings without the consent of the Director of Public Instruc
tion, or other authorities are likely to interfere with the practical and effectual 

< 
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.exercise of the rights of British subjects, to withdraw able and iniluential men from Prohibition 
• • · h forTeoobere the cause of education, and to restriCt pnvate mterprise 'lnd organization for t e of Aided 

spread of education in this country. And this Congress hopes that the Madras Institutions 
and Bombay Governments will take steps to remove from the educational rules for taking part in 
.and the grant-in-aid· code the provisions to the effect described above. Poiit.ico. 

You will have percieved that this resolution relates to a question of vital im
portance to. the Congress and therefore to the country. We need men and means 
for working the national movement represented in this assembly. I say advised
ly men and means, rather than means and men, for without the men, the means 

· must remain idle and with men, means are bound to come (hea1·; hear). Therefore 
any measure wl;lich. is calculated to bring about a forced dissociation from us of 
can important contingent pf our living agency, must he fraught with alarm and is 
bound to provoke an emphatic protest from an assembly like the present. Before I 
proceed further 'fjnst wish to give you an idaa .of some of the rules that it is contem
plated to enforce in connection with ins~itutions ·which have .the privilege of enjoying 
grants-ill-aid from Government, One of these rules is to this effect, namely,'" that 
"Rny manager or teacher of~ instit~tion. that is an institution which enjoys a grant
in-aid from Government, will not take part· either directly or indirectly in political 
movements or agitations, arid will.:not a.ttend political .meetings without the previous 

-consent of the Director." •. In a note under the head of ,, Politics, II it is .explained 
that "no member of a staff or theestablishmen.tof an institution under public manage
ment will he permitted to take part, either directly or indirectly, in political move
ments or agitations,.or to attend a political meeting where the fact of his presence is . 
likely to ~e misconstrued or to impair his usefulness as a public servant. In case 
-of don bt a reference should be made to the Director." On the Born ba_y side I find 

• that a principle has been laid down that the instruction. of youth should be wholly 
~issociated from politics. ·And then in ·connection with life members of the Deccan . 
Educational Society, we :find ~hat it is expected of them to subscribe to the following 

.:pledges ~-(1) "No life member shall be owner or part-owner or have anything what
~v~r .to do with the management, conduct or publication of any political paper. (2) 
No hfe member shall bear office in any political association. (3) No life member 
'Shall take any part in movements or demonstrations from which the governing body 
may specifically desire him to bold aloof as it is undesirable that teachers should 
·mix themselves up and their pupils 'in demonstrations that are violent and 
that tend to set one section of the community against another, 11 • You are well 
.aware that· our fellow-countrymen in the service of Government, altogether in the 
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service of Government, have imposed upon them the· disability for. co-operation. 
with us in the cause of this great national movement. Is "it possible for any one' of. 
us to estimate the loss that we have sustained_ because of this forced dissociation 
from us of our fellow-countrymen in the Gover101ment service P Is it possible for any 
one of us orallofus taken together, for example, to estimate what we have lost because 
we had not the privilege of the wisdom and guid<J.nce of our President during the 
~ime that he was in the service of Government. We have never been afraid. of the, 
servants of Government associating themselves with us. . We have always invit
ed their co-operation. It bas been our deliberate convicti~n that both they and 
we should have been gainers rather. than losers if we had their co-operation (!tear, . 
l!cal"). Let them come to us and join our ranks in • as large numbers as they , 
please. We are not afraid of being out-voted by; them in any question that may come up·
before us (laughter). We have _faith enough in the justice and righteousness of our cause 
to believe that it is not possible for any one actually to come and see what we w:e doing in· 
this place and not to be converted to every principle that we have .taken upon our;
selves to enunciate from this-platform (cllecrs). It is to be regretted that the policy 
under which this disability was imposed upon our ·fellow-countrymen in the Govern
ment service-it is to ·)e regretted that there is to be an extension of that policy, so as· 
to include within its purview those who are connected with private institutions hav
ing the privilege of enjoying grants-in-aid from Government ... You will have perceiv-, 
ed from the rules that I read out· to you that they are to be disqualified, so to speaS. _ 
for the service of their country through the Congress, unless they obtain a permit or· 
certificate from the Director of Public Instruction. Mark • the position. ·The sons .. 
and, I may add, the daughters of India shall not be free to serv~ their countcy, 'unless 
they had a permit froni the Director of Public Instru(ltion (sl1ame) ... What is to-. 
be the effect of all this? There are these teachers employed in these private institu
tions. Just think of the dilemma into which they shall be driven when these rules._ 
come to be enforced, as they are expected to be enforced a few months hence. On 
the one hand they realize the duty, the paramount duty that is iitcum bent upon them 
to serve tbe country through the Congress because it is nearest to. their heart. They 
have been laboring for this cause hitherto and now tbey are to be overtaken, so to speak 
by an order which should either wrench them from the Congress or wrench them from 
the youths whose instruction they have<taken in hand. They cannot continue to teach 
them in the institution swith which they are now connected and at the same time join 
us in our deliberations when we meet together as the National Congress. That is a diffi~. 
cult dilemma. What are they to do? Not only that, if yooi read betw~en the lines you 
have there also th,is idea presented be(ore you in all prominence, that as far as the young-
men of the land are concerned they are not to be helped into anything like a political 
training so that when we pass away they may take upon: themselves the duty that we-... 
now discharge to our country and roll on this-chariot of this Indian National Congress--
(clteers). I have already said that we need men for workini ·our national movement · ' . and is this great national cause to be starved by dissociating from it the only men 
lll'hO can roll this char~ot on? And yet that is the effect of these i•nles as soon as they 
come to be enforced. And hence 'Ye are called upon as a national assembly to go up
to Government, and while protesting against these rules, beseech the Goverztment· 
not to deny to us the services of our own people. Indeed, it is a pathetic ap1)eal that 
goes to Government from our country. ·It goes to Government from Mother,India .. 
"Deny me not, ''says Mother-India to the Government which would be represented 
as a paternal Government. 'l'he appeal goes, "J>eny me twt the ser\'ices. of my own 
sons and of my own daughters (clteel·s). Drive them not into the dilemma eitl1er of 
abandoning my service or letting alone my young ones to shift for themselves so that 
they may not h~\'e the benefit of that instr~ction which alone can qiuili:fy them for 
effectually ser\'mg me and through- me the Go•ernment tbemseh'es. " That is the 
appeal· of our mother on our behalf, and we sons of India here assembled, and daugh
ters too. I see some of them here-let us join our voices in asking the Government to-
remove t_hese rules from the Go\'ernment Educational Code and at t b1 . - , any rate o ena e-
us to go ou wtth such men as we ha\·e to serve our country ~ d G . t 
( h ) 

.. n our O\ ern men . c e~rs. 
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Third Day. 

Dr. T. M. 

DR. T. M. _NAIR (Madras),-SIR, after the very eloquent speech of the mover of 
the resolution, the only justification 'for my coming on this platform to offer a few re
marks on the proposition is that I happen to come from that part of India where the 
Goyernment have thought fit to introduce this new measure of reaction. Even the 
cleverest and ~he most scrutinizing of our Anglo-Indian critics, who can see sedition 
where none can exist, have failed to see any in Madras, and under these circumstances 
we are at a loss to understand why this reactionary measure has been thrust upon us 
before any other part of India. The only explanation that we have been able to find 
so fm:"is that the Government thinks that M!tdrasee being a very quiet man, Madras 
is a fitand pr.oper place to incubate all their repressive 'measures before they are 
utililled. elsewhere (chee!'S.) Gentlemen, if the Government were really anxious to 
prevent the people of the province of Madras from attending political meeiings, we 
Madrasees should have preferred that they should pass an order prohibiting us from 
taking part in such meetings; but look at the way in which it is done. Mr. Kali Charan 
Bannerjee has already read to you the Madras rules, but there are one or two points 
which you may. not have understood. One of the rules is that, "No member of a sta.ff 
or e~tablishment of lin in11titution under public management shall be permitted to take 
part either directly or· indirectly in political movements or agitations where the fact 

·of his presence is likely to be misconstrued or to impair his usefulness as a public 
ser\·ant .. In case of doubt a reference should be made to the Director." The 
IQanager of an institution is defined in the rule. "Every institution on behalf of 
which aid is sought shall be under the ·management of one or more persons recognised 
by Go\·ernment, who are. in the capacity of proprietor;; or trustees or members 
of local boards, etc.'' That is a most important point. Most of the institutions 
in the presidei:wy of Madras are under the control of local boards, and these local, 
boards consist of elected members, men who co-operate with us in all our political 
movements, and by this rule if any one of these members takes part in a political 
mo,·ement, the sch~ol in which he is or the local board. of which he is a .member, 
and which is connected with the school, will be deprived of t!le grant which the 
Government. •gives .. It is an extraordinary and intricate way of telling people- that 
they should not' take part in political. meetings. Gentlemen, this is a question which in 
Madras has· created a great deal of interest and I am glad to say in this matter we do 
not stand alone. European teachers of great Missionary institutions which receive 
Government grants are placed under the same disabilities under this rule, and in this 
particular matter ·we have received their hearty co-operation. I am glad to tell you 
that the Teachers' Guild which contains European and Native teachers have already 
memorialised t-he Madras Government to reconsider .the question, but the Madras Gov
ernment has been .~xceedingly mysterious in its :replies to us. First of all it reminds 
me of an old song in which she said " she could not, ''then she said "she would not, " 
and then lastly "I will consider.·· To our first inquiry they gave an absolute denial. 
To our second inquiry they gave partial information, ansi in the third they said they 
would consider •. We have .left the question there, and we sincerely hope that after the 

··protests made by the inhabitants of Madras, the Teachers' Guild, and now by this great 
Congress, .the Govei"nment of Madras will see its way to cancel this obnoxiou!! noti
fication· (c/tt>im<). :. .. ·,, .. , , · 

... ·•'Mn: J:lyvu N.AMHIAR(Mud•·ttH):-GENTLEMEN,-'rhe subject has been so exhaustiv
ely treated by your 'respected countryman, Mr. Kali Chara.n Bannerjee, and by my 
iriend Dr. Nuir, that I need say very little. · I only stand before you to tell you that 
there is u, strong feeling in that part of the countvy from which I come-I mean the 

·presidency of Madras-against the introduction of these rule!!, which we consider 
disastrous tu the cause of education. Gentlemen, before a I"ule or a legislation is passed, 

·it is necessary to inquire whether there is necessity for such a measure. Now we, the 
· pt>ople of Madras, have failed to see the necessity for a change in the grant-in
Oode or the educational rules. There is no necessity whatever for the introduction of 
this obnoxious clause in the· grant-in-aid code or the education rules. About a 
fortnight after these rules were published in the J<wt 8t. George Gazette a great sensa
tion was caused throughout the presidency. ~'ifteen days after the publication of 
these rules a large public meeting was convened in Pachappa's Hall in Madras, and 
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Tblnl Dq. it was a· very crowded and enthusiasti~ meeting, and we received telegrams from 
Mr. Ryvu different parts of the presidency, sympathising with the movement; and not only tha.t, 
Nambia.r public meetings were held in every important centre in the mofussil and the teaching 

agency, both European and Native, took up the question, and sent in representations. 
Madras. Further, aJI the non-officiAl elected members in the local Legislative. Council asked 
RESOLU· questions e.s to the reason why the Government introduced this obnoxious clause in 

TION. the grant-in-aid code; and of course the answer, as. usual in such matters, was that 
VIII. they declined to give reasons why these rules were framed. You will find from 

Prohibition, what I have stated that there is a strong feeling against the measure and there is no 
Te~h~: of necessity for the introductjon of this rule, but it is consoling that in the answer given 
Aid:ed Inti· by His Excellency Sir Arthur Havelock, His Excellency said that i1 proper represen
::~~~:8pa~~ tations be made from proper. quarters, they would be listened to and effect given to 
in Pomics. them. This answer is somewhat encouraging, considering the rules come into force 

Munshi 
Oudh 
Behari 

La.llBama,. 

Lucknow. 

only in April next. Now, Gentlemen, there is one point to be considered in this. 
What the rule says is: "No manager or teacher of an institution is to take part in· 
political movements or political meetings." .What are these political movements or. 
political meetings? These are not defined. Our meetings are simply intended to 
represent our grievances to the Government. If the educated people are not to be . 
interpreters of the grievances of the people to the Government,'! fail to see whether· 
there could be any better class to do that work. Take, for instance the National 

. . . . 
Congress. What are we doing here year after year?·We are only passing a catalogue. 
of resolq.tions which is a catalogue of grievances for immediate redress· by Govern
ment, and therefore I fail to see the reason why the Governm.ent should prevent our 
people who are engaged in th!l cause of edueation from taking part in those meetings 
which are calculated only to represent the grievances of the people to the Government 
for their redress. I think that after a century and a half of settled peace in this 
comitry, it is not at all a wise policy. On the other hand, .it is a poticy of distrust that .· 
such an obnoxious clause should be introduced in the educational code. It is inconsis
tent with the policy of Government to encourage education. I think therefore that if 
in this Congress assembled we pass this resolution and make a represefltation to the' 
respective authorities, I am sure we will get a srtisfactory solution of this question. 
With these remarks I support the proposition (cheers). . . . · ·. . . 

PANDIT BALAKRISHNA BHUT ( A'lahabwl) addres~ed the meeting in U;du. 
MuNSHI OuoH BAHARI LAL (Lucknow) in supporting the resolution said in Urdu:- , 
GENTLEMEN,-It is not witho~t diffidence that I venture to say anythihg on the .: 

subject of this resolution, which has been so ably ·moved and seconded by the most 
worthy members of the meeting, but as I have been permitted by the President io
explain the purport of the resolution in Urdu, I beg to say that the learned educatinal. 
officers of Madras and Bombay have passed a rule that the teachers and the mana.,.ers 

. b 

BESOLU·. of the aided schools should not take part in political· meetings without the· consent. 
T~?r~: of the Director of Public Instruction. ·This is altogether contrary to·freedom that the 

educational authoritie~ should all.ow the teachers to take part only in those· politi~al 
meetings which they (the authorities) themselves ·favour~ · · I am afraid' that such · 

. proposals are made to weaken the Congress. Congress is a national assembly for· 
., · the improvement of which it is necessary that the educated public should, 'as far as 

possible, take part in it. And what is even more unfortunate is the possibility that 
if the same wind continues, then, though ·to-day only one province propose to isolate 
its educationalists, to-morrow others may take the same course and in course of time 
the contagion may spread elsewhere as well (cheers). This will cause a considerable 
reduction in our number and will tend to weaken us. As the Congress is a well-wisher, 
not only of the public but of the Government, any loss to the Congress must be 'a loss 
to the whole of India also. Gentle!llen, if you see the map of the Globe you wili find 
that the shape of India is like that of a man's heart, and truly it is the heart of the· 
whole world. The vital strength of the heart sends energy to all the members of the 

. body, and so the s~rength and improvement of India will be the improvemect of the 
whole world. So 1t behoves us to support any movement which tends to the improve-· 
ment of India, •and to remove any circumstance which is fraught with injury to it• · 
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~. - . . . . 
Gentlemen, ju!'t think how miserable will be those teachers and managers of Third ~Jar, 

the aided institutions in Madras who are energetic members of this national movement Munshi 
but who will in future be kept back by this new rule (cheers). Oudh 

·.: Gentle~en,' comparing these rules issued by· the Educational Depurtment of L~f~a~~r 
Madras with the state of the aided schools, I may be permitted to say that the Govern-
ment aid to the institutions amounts to a very small sum in comparision to the expen- Lucl."tlow. 
ses that areaequired by subscriptions and other means, and even when· au these are 
taken together, the funds f!,re so poor that the pay of the teachers is. scanty, and there 
is no-provision pension at all ; and, moreover, and above all this, they are required not to 
associate with their brethren and express their feelings in their national meetings . 

. On ~his oecasion all the teachers, professors, rather the Educational Department 
itself, ought to be proud.that •this session of the Indian National Congress is being 
he1d under the presidency of a distinguished professor. This is the most suitable 
. ti!lle for us to express these grievances (chem·s). 

Now, gentlemen, I don't want to take up your time and only request all of you 
' to pass this v-ery important resolution ·unanimously, and do a lrindne'ss to those who 
are made .helpless by the rule~;~ issued by the Educational Department of Madras 
(cfteers). · · · 

·The resolution w~~os carried unanimously. 

MR. G. C. MITRA (Outvnpore) :~MR. PRESIDENT, LADIES AND GEN'l.'LE~IEN,-The 
r~solution which I have the honour-to move runs thus: M~it~;a~· 

Resoluti!ln IX.-. The Congress is of opinion that stringent measures should be taken 
by the Government in granting licenses to retail liquor shops, and that no such shops Cawnpore. 
should be ~stablished in any village without taking the sense of the villagers. Abkari 

.. This is a very important resolution and I hope you will bear wi~h me with patience Reform. 
·for quarter of an hour while I make my observations. 

01 all the evils of the ll.esh, the lusts of the body, the gratification of all that is im-. 
· pure, all that is sinful, anli all that is ruinous to the moral and spiritual advancement 
and progress of the human race, the greatest is the evil of Intemperance. It has been 
the ruin of. fll.milies, tribes, and nations. It has destroyed states, kingdoms, snd 
empires; and its slippery tendepcy has often and again brouglit man to the level 
of the lower animals. It is acknowledged on all hands that intemperance is a prolific 
source of pauperism, disease, ~tnd crime.· It Is of no service in health, much less 

. therefore in disease. ' It is injurious both to the body and to the soul, and leads to 
tp.e formation of numerous evil habits. In short, it is i~morality in a liquid state 
easily l;aken iD. and assimilated into the human system, spreading ruin and devasta-

.• tion all round. ·Of all vices, says Sir Walter Scott, that of drinking, yea in temper· 
ance in gener&l, is the one most incompatible with real greatness. The evil is not 
-confined to one central•spot, or a:lfocts its victirns in a particular manner, but it is 
everywhere and of aU kinds,-indiyidual, local, national, secular, political, moral and 
religious. · It has such hold on the lower classes as to r~nder it hopeless to raise 
them without its extirpation :-bruta.lising .their tastes and habits. It thus falls with 
m1lch force upon those least able to withstand it, and who inevitably, and at once 
feel some of its worst results." The existence of such a class, and the hopelessness of 
their condition, cannot but be considered by all thoughtful men as a canker-worm 
amidst the manellous strides j.Which education is making in this country, en
gendering a mass of corruptio1i, which, unless choked, can only lead ultimately to
national destruction. Education and refinement are no certain checks against this evil. 
The most learned and talented members of our community are subject to it. Thus,· 
the .burdens of the nation are increased iu every variety of way by this evil
burdens which press with much hardship upon the honest and industrious. It 
is therefore that this gigantic evil has attracted the attention of the great ·and the 
good. You who want to do good to this· country, you who want to lift up your mother
land from the abyssmal pits of physical filth and moral feculence, yuu who ·are march· 
ing onwards in the path of intellectual culture and moral enlightenment, it is your 
duty as citizens of this noble land to join shoulder to shoulder and hunt this evil out 
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Tblrll Dq. from it. Chase it out of y~ur beloved India, and she will enjoy that peace and that 

M G C Prosperity for which she is longing for centuries, ·.· ancf your name . will desc.end to r. . . 
Mittra. future ages as benefactors of the huJ;llan ra.ce and the heroes of this iron age. 

Abkari But it is a matter of real joy that the temperance cause. is sldWly and steadily. 
Reform. . working its way into the life-work of the na.tion, There are a.ccording to the last quar

R.ESOLU· terlyreportof the Anglo-Indian Temperance Association of England 280 Temperance 
TION. Societies working in India. These are spread over the length and the breadth •of th& IX. 

country, and are tryirig to develop in the national mind a real interest in this noble · 
cause. With untiring energy the principles of these societies have- been pressed on 
the public attention; but withal, the evils of intemperance on the whole-have not been 
lessened, either owing to the fact that the dass much addicted to the use of intox
icants are de:td to the maral or econ:>mic'!.l appeals of the Temperance Reformers, or 
their feeble resolutions are read.il.Y .broken, in consequence of the intensity of the 

. inward craving, and the various outward temptations which. exist.. The force with 
which this gigantic evil holds the national mind is proved statistically by physicians 
and governors of. prisons,· yea by every me:~.ns known to us of gauging human misery 
and crime : for who is there among the children of men who can adjust the relative · 
proportions of sighs and tears-who can estimate the wretchedness, and mental 
and moral deterioration, which intemperance causes. None; we can only faintly 
imagine the truth-a truth, too true to be ,false. The evil. of intemperance must 
be dealt with great discretion, resolution, and bard labour. To sat that you 'will 
not lend a. hand to overcome it is altogether to ignore the obligations of y~Jur 
moral nature. To maintain that, intemperance cannot be checked, and thus to refuse 
to d'o anything for this pul'p:>se, is opposed to all religion-is an application of the •· 
doctrine of fatalism. . Those, then, who combine to overthrow intemperance are 
"etting themselves to a right work,. and are deserving of sympathy,. and should be · 
listened to with candour. , - , . 

The happiness of society as a whole is the cardinal principle of all good govern
ment, and is the bg,sis of modern British legislation. As jgnorance is to a large . · 
extent the cause of crime in general, the government has the right to provide ·such 
an education for the people as may not so uniformly or effectively be afforded by . 
themselves. · It ts therefore legitimate in _tbe Legislature· to lessen .or l'emove the 
outward temptations" which exist to crime. · And when sucl:t is not the case, when the . 
government of the country is totally indifferent to the maintf'na.nce of national peace 
.and prosperity, when it is de:tf to the repeated appeals of the people, the country has·· 
to pay dearly for the liberty of the publican;. and such is the case with b1dia. It is -
.to be regretted that the Abkari Revenue has been steadily growing from year to 
year in this ,country. Allow me,. gentlemen, t? place before you· certain figures 
showing the gross Ex:cise R9venue o.f some parts o! India.. , ._. · . , 

· 1. T<~.ke the figures for the Madras Presidency for the last six years. ·. 
In 1893-189! the gross revenue was · 127•74 Jakhs. · ...... 
" 189~·1895 •.• 136 •30 " 
, 189;j-1S96 , ... 142•89 . ,, 
" 1896-1897 .• "" 147•87 .: .. 
" ~~~7-1898 ... 145·01 , ,- _·_ 

2. The Ex:cise Revenue of the B"Jmb'!.y Presidency, even at the time when the 
country wa,s;under the scourge of plague and famine, was 102 lakhs. .. 

3. Again, with regard to. the financial results of Ex:cise Administration in the 
Punjab as a whole, the average yearly net revenue during each of the triennial ·periods 
succeeding 1886 has been as follows :-;-

1886-18•9 ... 
1889-1892 .. 
1~92-189.3 ... 

.... 
Rs. 13,79,807 

" 16,35,879 
, 18,73,105 

. 1895-1898 .... ... ;, 21,20,882 

'l'he remarks of His H'lnor the Lieutenant·G:>vernor of the Punjab on this gigantic 
·increase in . the Ex:cise Revenue run thus :-His Honor says, "In no department of 
GoYernment has the ·spacialisation of administrative effort been attended with ·more 



' 

. [ 79 ] 

marked. financial success than in the Excise Department, and the Lieutenant-Governor 
trust that all young officers will form the first endeavour to ta.ke an interest in this 

. branch of their duties, and thus ensure a continuance of the progress .so noticeable 
. in recent years.''· It is therefore not a matter of astonishment to find that the number 
of licensed shops for the retail sale of intoxicants and narcotics in British India is 
about 115,000; and that the net Excise and Customs ·Revenues on liquors and drugs 
consumed in India bas considerably increased during the past 24 years, from 1874 to 
1898. ·. Inl874, the net amount was Rs. 26,33,000; and in 1898, it rose toRs. 60,91,000 
and were you to estimate the total amount spent by the people of India during these 
years, it will come up toRs. 444,40,000. This enormous expenditure has told consid
erably upon the well-being of .the people at large, "b.nd has been a direct cause of 
their poverty. . . . 

National character has become deteriorated and crime has increased consider
ably. Society has no control on the immoral tendencies of the people: poverty and 
sin are making havoc in the country. The situation calls for immediate action and 

· earnest labour. .It is the duty of us all to stimulate the growth of public sentiment 
agaist this stupendous evil, and try our best to stop its current in the best way 
possible. The evils of intemperance in general-evils of mind and of body-are not 
imaginary ones. They are as true and living as your own individual existences: they 
have become the constant associates of your daily life and chB.racter, and are clog
ging .the wheels of your progress and advancement. Remember, gentlemen, that 
drink especially ministers to lust, and sensuality is a•much more common vice .among 

. persons addicted to alcoholic drinks than among total abstainers. It. gives artificial 
strength to the passions ; creates impure imaginations ; dulls the intellect ; weakens, 
or even for the time being annihilates the memory; renders the reason useless; and 
gives to the appetites a mastery over the entire person. Wherever intoxicating 
liquors become general, morality has always been 'seen to be on the decline. They 
·seem to act like the Simoo'm of the desert, and scatter destruction and misery around 
thei~; path. . The voice of History rises up and tells us that the ruin of Rome was 
owing to luxury, of which indulgence in v.ine was the principal ingredient. Hannibal's 
army fell less by the arms of Scipio than by the wines ot;Capua; and the inebriated 
hero of Macedon, after slaying his friend·Clitus and burning the palace of Persepolis, 
-expired at last of a :fit of intoxication in his 33rd year. Appearances may be against 
us now; but labours in the cause of humanity always result in success. Ours will 
also be successful were we to labour with "a heart within and God overhead,'' and a 

··· time will surely come when the Mighty Power who controls the growth and pros
perity of nations and empires will shower upon our, labours His choicest blessings, 
.and generations yet unborn will reap a hundredfold harvest. 

· · · ''There is, in every human heart, 
• . . ,, .. .. Some not completely barren part, 
: ,. , . , · Where seeds ~f love and truth might grow, 

· • . . . , And flowers of generous virtue blow ; 
: ·.To plant, to watch, to water there,. 
. . ' • .. , This be our duty, this our care," 

. ' 

Again, .with the increase of intemperance,. there has been a perceptible increase 
in poverty, giving rise to burglary and theft,-though there has been an increase in 

.the average monthly wages of the working-classes and day-labourers. Here is a. 
summary of the average monthly wages of the labourers in Bengal:-

• 
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Able-bodied aoric1tltural Syce or Commott IIUUJ01!1 Carpettler, . 

la&ottrer&. Horse-keeJ,er. or Blacksmith. 

Rs. Rs. Rs. 
1873. 5•16 5 9•28 
1896. 6·9 6·58 11·38 

Increase } in 1·74. 1·58 2'1 
'23 years. 33 p. c. .31 p. c. 22 p. c • 
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With this let us compare the statistics of theft and burgla~y :-

lJivisiolls. Cont>ictions .for Bllr!JltN:y. _. Coizvict.ions /(}'' Thejf.. · 
"'·[ , . "I .. 

Burdwan . . 372 _ . · . . 1,389 , , _. 
Presidency 391 1,309 
-Dacca _ 323 · · .. . • ... _ 822 . . /. 

Bihar { Patna .. 1,205 , . 3, 283 . 
Bhagulpore .. 40~' .. __ ··. ·.·.· .. 1~,717 .... 

This shews a striking difference i.D. the statistics of crime· between Bihar and those. 
parts of Bengal where outstills do not exist. If then intemperance is ruinous t.o 
individual life and character,-if it is the source of poverty and crime,-yea, 1f 
Intemprance fills our gaols,' our lunatic asylums, our workhouses .for the poor~ yea, 
if it is directly the cause of our·national misery-the greatest sin of the 19th century, 
it is morally incumbent on us all to-fight out the war against Beer-houses and Gin--
palaces with all our strength, -our moral 'and physical resources. · · _ 

Enter an:y of the grand cities of modern India, whose 'rising turrets and orna
mented domes bedeck the canopy of the heavens, whose busy marts and crowded 
tboroughfares bewilder the mind of a· f~reigner, and whose immense wealth is the· 
wonder of the civilized world, you will find what Helps calls " Tlte Great Sin of the Great 
Cities." The sins' oft~ flesh and the lusts thereof are amorlg the principal elements 
of individual daily life. Society proves the existence of this evil; the daily life of the 
nation proves it; and the Government statistics prove it. !tis a dissolution of the. spirit· 
of a man, making it loose, soft, and wandering; nay, it is an abuse to the spirit df a.. 
man, acting as a kind of fascination and witcbcraft, blinding the understanding and en·
slaving the will. -In short, the criminal commerce of the sexes corrupts and depraves 
the mind and moral character· more than any single species of \ice whatsoever ; it. 
incapatiates and indisposes the mind for all intellected, moral, and religious pleasures .. 
It is the moral duty of young minds to avoid every thing w)lich 'is likely to kindle the
:llame of passion in them, to avoid all places where sensuali._ty reigns supreme, and 
where temperance, soberness, and .chastity are treated with contempt. '!'here is no
slavery greater than those of intemperance and sensuality. Byron in his Pardana pal1.111' . 
thus refers to the slavery of sensuality :-

-· 

" Think'st thou there is no tyranny but that
Of blood and chains? The despotism of Vice---: 
The weakness and the wickedness of luxury~ · '' 
The negligence, the apathy, the evils . . .. • . • > 

·of sensual sloth-produce ten thousand tyrants · 
Whose delegated l!tuelty surpasses ' · · . ' ' · 
The worst acts of one energetic master,· ' · . 
However harsh and bard in his own bearing." 

' .. 

The object of the .Anglo-Indian ·Temperance Association of England amd its 280~·· 
branches working i)l this country, is to stimulate the growth of public interest in the;. 
educated and the morlll!y enlightened with regard to the temperance cause by' 
bringing to its knowledge, by facts and figures, the abnormal and ruinous growth of\ 
this gigantic ev11 which is devastating the country from one corner to the other,-to-

1 
unite the different creeds and nationalities into which the Indian society is at present · 
divided by the dissemination of the nobler principles of a. ·nobler national 'brother,. 
hood,-to bring to the knowledge of August England tl~e evils which are socially,. 
intellectually, and morally retarding tile advance of true civilization ix:. this country,._, 
and thus in every way possible to induce the Noble Mother to have compassion 
o.n her sons and daughters, so that she may bestir herself, and by Parliamentary Acts 
and Provincial L~ws, root out all the evils from this country. · "The only policy,'' as, 
Professor Franc1s Wayland said at the Philadelphia Convention of 1898, "which wm 
sec.ure. th~ adequate e~force men~ of any form of temperance legislation, is the policy 
wh1~h mVltes ~nd obtams the actiVe, cordial co-operation of law-abiding citizens. The-· 
ordmary maclunery of the courts will not, unaided, accomplisb the desired result. 
The rul~s and pract~ces which prevail. in the case of crime against person and 
property are not apphcable here. Official action must be suP-plement-ed, alwayi ani1 
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often stimnht~ed by un-ofticial energy. "\Vlwlesomo pnblie sr_n1t.inHent must be Third Da.v. 

o::ryst.:~liseJ, •;it:llisPd, uuJ utilised.'' Having in view thnrefore the c·xisc polic,v of 
the Oovernment enunciated in the despatch published in tlJe Ua-.•·llt' of lntlia of M~i;~;-aC. 
March 1st, lr>!lO, to the effpct "that etforts slwuld be made tua.scertain the exi~tt:nce 
of tlJc local publie :-;c•ntirnents, anc.l that a reasonable' amount of dl'ferenet• should be Ahkad 

}>aid to sn<'h opinion when a:<c.-rta.ined," it is t.he duty of all 'l'empl'ranee \Yorkers to I:t•fm- 11
1. 

join togetlwr in a unitP<l body and try with heart and soul to ClTate public seutinwnt 
in faTottr nf TernpP-raBce Reform in India. Ye, Tcmpera.nce ndornwrs,-1 ho~e of you 
in whose Jwa.rts a real desire for a noble ana pure manhood is re\·t;rbt•rating tln·ough 
all your thoughts, ideas, and sentinwnts, ~ho are 1·eady to spc•tHl all that Lll<: 
Almig!Jty has gifted you with, who haYe understood, nay pnwtise in your daily Jill', 
the real essen,,.,•5 of a noble eitizenship, I say, those of you who li1·e neithl'l' for thi:-
life nor tllP llc>sh-pots thereof, gird up ~7onr loins and take upon your shoultl.,rs tlw 
solPmn tai'k nf emancipating your motherland from t.lw boudagl' of iutl'llll'l'l·au<'e and 
Sf'nsua.lit,_y. 

'l'be atH'ient ~~~-etles definell the vice of dru11kenness Its 'the disgraen ol' llJan 
and the mother of misery,' and rightly so when you look at the haYoe it has made 
throughout the leng·th and brPadth of poor India, perYadiug the c-ountry a,; WPll as tlw 
town, the <tgTkult.ural distriets as well a.s tho commercial ones, sparing tho young as 
littlP a~ the olJ, aut! the woman seat·cely lt>ss than the man, filling enn·y hauu t of 
vke. en'r.v prisou for crime, every hospital for sic:kness and aceident, and m·<'ry 
us,dum fo1· maclue""· No foul epidemic ever raged in the eountry more periodically 
t\Jan thi~ ]Wrat:Llle!ltJy; no lll<tlignant plant e\-el' seeded and propagated itst•lf witJJ 
more fatal rapidity antl ahundanee. How very true then is the wise saying:-'; Show 
not thy vali:tntness in wine ; for wine lmth destroyed many." It is therefore your 
duty as 'r"mpermw,_, Reformers to blow the trnmpet of tornpPranc:e and purity through· 
out this <'tllmtry. R<Jlaem ber that y.n1 c-annot resist the influx of low dP~ires, antl 
tt·,•at bi-'ne:tth ynur ft•pt 

".\.li thoughts of ill, all e1·il deeds 
That have their root in thoughts of ill: 

Wllaten•r hinders or impedes 
'l'he action of the nobler will,,. 

witbottc lm1·iu,~· c:ontirnted and solidified your elmracter in all tl10se virtuous habit,. 
which ennoble and elen.te manhood. 'rrust in Him who C<LU guide you into 'rruth, 
and fill your immortal souls with joys whieh nl'itlwr this world can gil·e no1· this 
W<•rltl cun take away; and all those evils which are now distraeting the national 
mind will forthwith Yanish away in the glorious lhtwn of a virtuous and noble man· 
hood. Tile first obje"t of the first ~;; years of your existence should be the attain
ment of a character, that i~, of a will, fully formed, strenuous, magisterial, capable of 
•~xpcutin).! lutrd <\IHl ditlicult things. It is such a eharaeter-lt charaeter which feels 
that its destiny is not confined to the narro1vlimits of the pl'esent world but extends 
far into the depth;; of eternity-that can get into contact with, and thoroughly appre
ciate and enjoy, the ennobling and exalted sonrees of pleasure of which this life is 
capable. If you desire to be truly 1·irtnous <end happy, if you desire to do good to the 
society to which you belong, you must undergo. many a severe inward struggle, and 
above all h·arn to easil.r triumph over yourself. The success of your life-work and 
the eonsu mmatiou of your happiness in the next will always be in just proportion to 
t.he efforts which you make to attain a virtuou>< character during the eurly years of 
your lift-:. Dhwha.rge in all faithfulness the duties you owe to your motlwrland, to 
the Gm·entment in whl>se hands you ha1·e been placed by Providence, and to your God 
wlto is the Author and the Finisher of your cxistenee. Then shall pteacP, national 
peace. the pcaee of purity and manly innocence, reign in this land; and its dry 
harren acres shall produee au army of spotless knights, who will be the glory of 
lut.ure :·tgf~s. (cJ,,·erF<) 

:Mt(, A. C. PAHTH.-\,;.-\!L-\.THY NMDU ( ,1Jw],·a" ):-

Mr. Pl-u;;:-aDJ-:XT, LADJES.and GE~TLEMEN,- I am sure my friend has tre~ted the 
l'!uhject very cxli:tustively nud there is nothing left for me to speak on that subject. 

l! E"O L U
'1'101\. 

IX. 
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I have got only one or two words to say. · In this resolution we ask the Government 
not to establish, or rather not to give licenses fo:r the opening of the arrack and the 
toddy shops in villages. Villagers, you all know, are orthodox men, God-fearing men. 
I say that if there is religion, if there is constant faith in . God, and if there is a ··God
fearing spirit, it is among the villagers. When such God-fearing men are placed within 
the reach of temptation of a peg of arrack or a pot of toddy, what do you think about 
the changes that wopld be brought about in their moral character? A writer in the 
Madras Presidency wrote to say that a Brahmin. needed only a .couple of annas a. 
day for his living, and a non-Brahmin 1 anna and 3 pies •. · That was a remarkable 
statement. It might probably hold good in days whe:Q. Uqum· shops and toddy, bazaars 
were unknown. 

But now we find not only liquor shops, we find also aerated waters in every part 
of the country. Villagers have not been accustomed to drinks at all, and not had th& 
fortune to see a bottle itself. When they are placed within .the reach of temptation 
by waters of doubtful colours (laughter), then that temptation makes them unworthy 
citizens of India. How can you, under such circumstances, expect these people to 
live on 1 anna and 3 pies a day? ( chee~·., ). . • 

There were cries of Telugu, in response to which, Mr. Parthasarathy Naidu 
delivered a speech in a vigorous tl.ow of Telugu language. 

MISS GARLAND (England) who, on rising, was received With loud cheers said:
Mr. PRESIDENT, , LADIES and . GENTLEMEN,-After the' very humorous and 

sober speech that you have just heard, I am afraid a few words in the simple English 
language would fall very fiat indeed. I think there is no one single resolution on the 
agenda of the Congress pape~: that I am more interested in than this one, because 
I belong in our country ,to the great Temperance party. You a~e not afflicted in 
India with the curse of drink as we are.. Last' year · we spent no hiss "than · 
£ 154, 000, 000 fn strong drink, and so far from bringing. us any good it brought 
us the greatest possible amount of evil.. If you go to any village in the land, to any 
big town, if you visit, as I generally do, the work-houses in those different towns, if 
you go and talk to the people and their guardians to know ~hy they come there, you 
will find that in 7 cases out of 10 they have come there through strong drink. If you 
go to the local jails· or the large county jails ap.d ask what is the reason why so .many 
persons are there, once more t~e answer is in a large majority of cases it is through 
:Strong drink. One of our Governors at the Canterbury Jail f01; a great number of . 
_years said that he had come across 20,000 persons and that not a single one· of them 
was a tea-totaller. Besides that, our doctors tell us it is the greatest curse to health 
.and we find that it is the cause of more disease in England than people imagine. ·It_ is 
the over-drinking habit of our population that largely fills our hospitals. Some of 
-cur medical men in England said that "if .YQU take the ward patients, .7 out of 10 
ibeds are filled with people who would never have been there had it not been .for their 
intemperance." That is a great and grave statement to make. · We are doing what we 
·can to fight with the curse, but we have {n England vested interests, we have to fight 
with people who make large fortunes through the cursed traffic. We therefore look 
to you in India who have no vested interests, at any rat~ to such an extent ~s we 
have in our country, we hope that you will not get that .cruel curse, that evil; b~t I , 
-am sorry to have to say that wherever the Eoglish go, whether it be in India, An•ica, 
America or anywhere else, the coloured people tell us that they bring this horrible· 
Iiquor traffic along with them. That is a very great reproach te the English nation 
and I as au English woman am ashamed to make that statement. But it is only too 
true, I can assure you. There are thousands of men and women in Encrland who · 
-deplore this and want, -if possible, to make our ()Wn country more sober "and set a 
far better example than . many of us have hitherto done. when we go to forei~n 
-countries. I most heartily support this resolution ( clwers ). · . · .' · · 

PT. R..HAN NATH (Koul of Fuza~a.d), in seconding the resolution, said in Urdu:
MR: PRESIDENT, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,-Whatevllr the able and learned 

speakers have just said about the injurious effects of · iut.~mperance is neither 
-exaggerated nor fictitious, but in fact a man of even ordinary common sense cannot 
fail to grasp the truth about it. 
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. What am I or my poor abilities that, following a galaxy of fluent ·speakers, I may 
yenture to do justice to tbe•question before you, but with due deference I would crave 

:·the indulgence of the assembly for a few minutes. 

TbiNIO.y. 

The Resolution before us is no new thing to you-before this there have been 
· Resolutions on this .question in the previous Congresses. It is a matter in respect 
-of wbich, if you show your sympathies, you cannot be accused of going against the 
policy Qf the Government, and I may even affirm that morally and religiously every 
man has a right to save his friends, relations and countrymen from the evil habits of 

. which they may be a prey. Our benign Government, •too, can never be desiro.us that 

. the seed of evil deeds, mischief, disturbance of peace and •irreligiousness may be sown 
•·among its subjects. It is all because of this evil habit of drink that the various kinds of 
fatal diseases, murders, premature deaths, suicides, thefts, injustices, licentiousness, 

,-affrays, collision of trains, waste of money, disgrace, poverty and manifold other 
·ea.lamities have become the events of every-day occurrence, and but for drink 
"all these evils may be reduced by 95 pel' cent. This view is not held by me alone, 
·· but I can quote the words of the most eminent statesmen and the greatest physi
·cians of England to prove my assertion. I hold in my hand;at this moment a volume 
which contains the decisions and the opinions of judges of the highest courts of 
England who have most emphatically said that half the crimes committed in that 

-eountry, are committed because of the accursed habit of drink, and that England is 
:a country which has suffered the most from it. The late lamented Right Honourable 
!Lord Justice Leish has said:" In the great majority of cases in which I have had to · 
-pass the sentence of death, strong drink has played the leading part in causing the 
'o:ffence';. (shame, shame). It is not' the people of Indilt alone who are struggling 
to fight against. its baneful effects, 1>ut almost all the civilized countries of 
the world are trying to do away with the ·evil. I have seen the translation of a 
letter addressed to a native missionary by Malik\, the Emir of Nupe, requesting 
him to transmit his message to Bishop Crowther, the great apostle of Christianity, 

· which runs thus:- · 
· "Tell Crowther, the great Christian minister, that he is our father. We all 

beg that he should beg the great priests that they should beg the English Queen to 
prevent bringing Barasa (rum or jin) into this land. For .God arid the Prophet's 
-sake he must help us in this matter-that of Bamsa. We have confidence in him. 
He must not leave our, country to become spoiled by Barasa." There is an9ther 
instance: Khama, an African chief, called the· European liquor dealers of his country 

·'before him, and told them that he wished that no drink should be sold to his people. 
Fines, threats, and wo.rnings having failed, he as a last resort ordered those liquor 

:·dealers to be brought before him ap.d told them that .if they were not going to obey 
his orders they should better clear· off, and get out of his country, and never return 

:any morl!) for they were tempting his people to get into the bad habit of drinking . 
. · Gentlemen, good government and political reform can make progress only when its 

people are temperate in habits and moral in character and nothing like. 'success' 
'in these matters can ever. be attained unless our own habits and characters are 
m9ulded and shaped in the manner aforesaid. ·Admitting that the Government derives 
some income from a source which is condemned as immoral almost by every 
.religion and creed, ·it will not be impertinent on my part to say that it is better to 
.suffer the loss than sacrifice the 'peace of a eountry. Any Government having for its 
·aim the good administration of its people and the decrease of poverty among its sub

.. jects; is in duty bound to stop and regulate the nefarious traffic of drink, and it is only 
those who want to uproot it that cali with justice be called the true well-wishers of 

··Government and not a horde of the anti-Congressists. And I have the greatest plea
.su're in telling you, Gentlemen, that the Government itself has sided with us in this . 
·matter. Conside.r their Excellencies, the Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief and 
other great pillars of the Government of India, associating themselves in the work and 
•organization of the Army Temperance Associations scattered throughout the country, 
yea, even encouraging· them and presiding in temperance meetings {ch~ers). They 
exhort the soldiers to abstain from the habit of drink, deliver speeches ~md distribute 
medals to the abstainers: It is the English officials themselves who have .proved 
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b~yond the shadow of a doubt that iJI comparison with the abstemious, people .a~dicted 
to drillk commit twice, nay, even three or four times, the number of crimes a1l.d it is 
due. only to the exertions of the British GovernmEl.nt that at present· out of ?O, 000 
English soldiers located in India, 24, 000 are total abstainers ( clwe7'S ); .But m¥'k the 

· difference: on one side the Gospel of Temperance preached to the English sqldiery 
by their Excellencies, the Vice-Regent of Her Gracious Majesty, !Llid the' Commande.r
in-Chief of Her armies in India, from the Olympian heights ·of Simla, 1.on the other 
hand, the attempts of the District ·officers to ra.is~ th~ Ex~ise Reyenue of ~he , 
Government. · . · . - ·. .; .. c •• : .... \ •• ~·. ,\ •• i · t'. :; : 

Gentlemen, there was a time in India, under the Moslim rule,' when the income 
· from the sale of intoxicants was not even 20 lacs of Rupees -and ·,that whatever was 

collected from this source was levied as a fine and not as a· sourc~ of Revenue. In 
the year 1858, when the rule of the Honourable ;East India Company Was abolished and 
the reins of government were assumed direct by Her Gracious Majesty the Queen, 
the Excise Revenue was only 50 lacs-but it :: is most reluctantly that I have' tt.> 
announce that the present income from· that source is above 5 crores .of Rupe~s. 
What else could be the result of such a policy, if not the disturbance of public 
peace, the poverty of the masses, the utter demoralization of the people and tempt· 
p,tions to commit innumerable crimes. Those of my audience who have seen 
the Nawabi shall bear testimony to the fact that 40 years ago, in this city of Lucknow 
and its surroundings, within a.l:'adius of 10 miles, there was not one liquor shop, 
while now I am sorry to say there are 100 shops in the city alon~ (sl!ame; shame). You 
know already, Gentlemen, what was the attitude of the Moslim · kingl'! towards this · 
reform. Did the Emperor Akbar permit the use of wine under his rule? . Was 
drunkenness ever allowed to spread during the regime of Aurangzeb? Was there no· 
prohibition during the time of Jehangir? . Are not the stric~ laws even now. enforced. 
in some countries prohibiting its sale f I am told that· in' the Argentine Republic 
there are certain laws according to which men found drunk are obliged to sweep · 
tl1e refuse of the city for one whole week ( laugltte1· )-and no exception to the rule· 
is made even in favor of the rich, or man of rank, but the punishment falls on high 
and low alike. On the other hand what do we find here; no remedy whatever-and 
that is the reason why. the progeny of the ancient Risbis, the 'plants so'\\-n by their 
sacred bands, I mean our Rajas and Maharajas, the hopes of their country who ought 
to have been the saviours of their peOple, fall themselves a prey to the vampire of 
drink, !lnd succumb to death immersed in sin (hear; ltea1·) •. As my time is nearly over 
I shall add only a few words more before I resume my seat. · t· •. . ·• 

Gentlemen, yo~ are all the 1\ving memorials of those eminent' fotmders of arts 
and sciences whos~;~ fame as the orlginators thereof is still admireQ. by the greatest · 
of modern civilized nations of the earth-and if those lofty spirits are dead and gone. 
with all the attainments they were proud of, yet still you have the honor to call that· 
country your home which gave to ancient India her valiant sons, like Arjun and Bhima · 
6,000 years ago ( cl.ee~·s ), Even now the self-same Aryan blood· runs in the veins of 
their descendants. There is no ground whatever, why that seed of true heroism · 
and nobility of character should have wasteda way. Have the offsprings of those · 
ancient heroes who were ever ready to sacrifice their lives for the· good of others~ 
ao. much degenerated as to become blind to their own interests and· lose their 
discrimination of right and wrong-will they not even now try to better their con- ' 
dition ~nd reform the evils which have crept among their people. I say they will. 
and w1th that hope I beg to support the Resolution before you (cheers). 

BABU RAM PRASAD (Allahabad) supported the Resolution in an Urdu speech. 
The Resolution was caried unanimosly. · 

THE PRESIDENT:-! have to announce that the Congress will meet in this. haln 
at 12 o· clock to-morrow. The Subj~ts Committee will meet in half an hour in the
reading-room. 

I have the pleasing announcement to make that Babu Gokal Chand ~ai Rahadur,. 
of Fyzabad, undertakes to board all delegates who may be interested in paying a visit. 
$o Ajodbyia. · . · 
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THE Congress re-assembled ~t 12 noo~. 
· · . THE PRESIDENT:~! wish to put the first resolution from the Chair. We have 

·taken two days to consider the Rules of the Constitution which were framed by the. 
Committee appointed for that :purpose. We have consulted all the leading members 
of the Congress and carefully revised these_ Rules, and I wish with your permission 
to read them for your acceptance. 

Resol·t~tilm X.-That this Congress adopts the following R11 les regarding the 
Constitution of the Congress:- · 

• 1.-The object of the Indian National Co.ngress shall be to promote by constitu-, 
tional means the interest and the well-being of the people of the Indian Empire. 

2.-It shall ordinarily meet once a year at such time and in such place, as shall 
have bee:Q. resolved on, by the last preceding Congress. Provided that the Indian 
Congres\1 Committee, as hereinafter provided for, may in case of nec!_lssity, change 
the place or time of the meeting of the Congress ; provided also that in case of emer
gency the Indian Congress Committee ma;r convene an extraordinary Session of tho 
Congress at such-time and place as may be determined by them. 

3.-It shall consist of delegates elected by political associations or other bodies 
and by public meetings. 

4.-Its affairs shall be managed by a Committee styled the Indian Congress 
Committee consisting o£'45 members elected by the Congress, 40 of whom shall be 
elected upon the recommendations of the different Provincial Congress Committee!il 
and, in the absence of such Committees, by the delegate;; of the respective provinces 
in Congress assembled, in the manner here-in-below laid down that is to say :-

For Bengal including Assam • ., • • 8 
For Bombay including Sind •• , . ••. • • 8 

' For Madras including Secundrabad , ., • . 8 
For- North-Western Provinces including Oudh • • • • 6 

· For Punjab • • . • • • 4 
For Berar . . • • • 3 
For Central Provinces • • 3 

The term of office of the members of the Committee shall be the period inter· 
vening between two ordinary meetings of the Congress. 

5.-The Indian Congress Committee shall meet at least three times a year, once 
immediately after the Congress, once during the year between the months of June
and October as may be ·determined upon. by the Committee, and once immediately be· 
fore the Congress, at such place as 'the Committee may find convenient. 

G.-The Indian Congress Committee shall have an Honorary Secretary and a 
paid Assistant Secretary, with suitable office staff, for which a sum of Rs. 5,000 shall 
be grantt,Jd annually, one half of which shall be provided by the Reception Committee· 
of the place where the last Congress-is ·held, and the other half by the Reception 
Committee of the place where the next succeeding Congress is to be held. 

'rhe Secretary to the Indian National Congress shall be the Honorary Secretary 
of the Committee. 

i.-Pl'Ovincial Congress Committees shall be organized at the Capitals of the 
different Presidencies and Provinces of India for the purpose of carrying on the· 
work of political education, Ol). lines of general appreciation of British rule and of cou· 
stitutional action for the removal of its defects, throughout the year, by organizing 
Standing Congress Committees, holding Provincial Conferences, and by such other 
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means as they may deem proper, in ·consultation with the Indian Congress Commi\
tee, for furthering the objects of the Congress. · .They shall be responsible agents of 
the Indian Congress Committee for their respective provinces, and shall submit·. an-
nual reports of t~eir work to that Committee. .· ' ' ·. ' · ' .. ' ~· · 

8.-The nomination of the President, the drafting of Resolutions and all other 
business in connection with the Congress; shall be done by the Indian Congress Com
mittee. It shall also, subject to the approval of the Congress, frame rules for· the 
election of delegates, the election of speakers and the ooncl.uct of the })l·oceedings of 
the Congress. . , :. · · • · · ., 

9.-Rules and bye-laws shall be framed by ,the .Provincial Congress . Committee 
for the election of members, the conduct of their own p~·oceedings, and other matters · 
appertaining to their business. All such rules and bye-laws shall be subject to the 
approval of the Indian Congress Committee. .. · · 

10.-A committee styled the British Congress Committee shall be maint-ained in 
England, which shall represent there the interests of the Indian National Congress. 
The amount requisite for the expenses of. the said Committee shall be determined 
and "oted by the Congress, and the amount so voted shall be raised by the Indian 
Congress Committee in such manner as may be determined upon by that body from 
time to time.' 

11.-'fhe Indian Con~~:ress Committee shall take such steps as they"may deem tit 
to raise a permanent fund for carrying on the work of the Indian ~a tiona! C~•ngress ; 
and such fund shall be invested in the name of 7 trustees, one from each province in 
India, to be appointed by the·congress. · · · -

This, gentlemen, is the final result of our deliberations, which, I may. say, have 
gone on for several years past, because, for several years past en(leavours have been .. 
made to frame this Constitution. The very utmost care has been bestowed on the 
preparation of this constitution, and in its preparation it has been subjected to 1·epeat- ' 
ed revisions and a most careful elaboration. I have .the- honour to present to you 
the result of our labours, and I beg you will notify you1' ac.ceptanm~ _ nf these Rules 
by raising your hands. , (Voices "all", "all.") 

The resolution was carried unanimously. . . .. . 
THE PRESIDEN'l;:- It follows from theae rules that this Indian_Congress Commit

tee shall be formed at once. The names of the members of the Vommittee have 
been submitted and will be read out to you. 

MR. J. GHOSi.L then read the following names:-
"<, •. ~ 

Members of the Committee. Ap.pointed by the. Congress under the 
. . . . . 

above Resolution. , · .• . , '• , . , · i -,. · · 
On behalf of the Congress_: .. _. · .. ., , .. , , . . · .. r, 

Mr. W. 'c: Bannerjee. , " ... . •. 

Bengal-

· :N.-w. P. a: Oudh-

The Hon 'ble Surendra ,Nath ,Bannerjee. 
, · , · P. Anaudra Char ln. 
, , P. M. Mehta. 

Mr. A. M. Bose. 

Mr. :Kali Charan Bannerjee. 
, · Bbupendra Nath Bose. 

The Hon 'ble Mr. B3;ikuntha Nath Sen. 
Mr. Ambica Charan Mozumdar. 
, J. Ghoso.l. 
, Aswini Kumar Dutt. · 
, Dipnarain Singha. 

The Hon'ble Pandit Bisham.bar Nath. 
Babu Ganga Prasad Varma. 
Pandit Madan Mohan Malavya. 
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:Bombay-:-

,. 
•-· ~ . 

. 
"Panjab- • 
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Mr. A. Nundy. 
, Bishna Narayan Da.r • 
, Hafiz Abdur Raheem. 

Mr. D. E. Wacha. 
The Hon'ble G. Chandravarkar. 
Mr. W. A. Chambers. 
, R. M. Sayani. 
, Daji Abaji Khar6.' 
, Chiman H. Sitalwad. 
, R. P. Karandikar. 
, Tahilram Khem Chand . 

Lala Kanhiya LaL 
Sirdar Jhanda Singh. 
Lala Hut Kishsn Lal. 
Bakshi Jaishiram. 

'Central Provinces-
Mr. Bapurao Dada. 
, Bhagirath Prasad. 
, H. V. Kelker. 

:Berar- . 
Mr. Mudholker. 

• Mr. Deoraso Vinayek. 
, M. V .. J oshi. 
, G. S. Khaparde. 

··Madras 

i . 

. The Hon'ble C. Vijia Raghavacharior. 
, , C. Jnmbulinga Mudelior. 
, , G. Venkataratnam .. 

Mr. C; Sankara Nair. 
, P. Ra.ngia Naidu. 
, P, Ram Chandra Pillay 
,, · G. Subramania Ayer. 
, V. Ryru Nambyar. 

·The Congress unanimously approved of these names. 
· · THE PRESIDENT:-It. has fallen upon me to propose a second resolution also, 

-which runs in these terms: . 

: ;·.Resolution X/.,-That this Congress recognises the valuable services of the Bri· 
·tish Committee iu' the cause of the people of India, and expresses its unabated confi· 
·dance in Sir William Wedderburn and the other members of the Committee. 

· This is a resolution which in similar terms has been passed by you year after 
. year and therefore it is needless for me to go into any details . 

. The resolution ~as carried unanimously .. 
THE PRESIDENT:-It has also fallen upon me to move the third resolution which 

runs thus:-
Resolution XfL...;...That, having regard to the policy of appointing to the Governor· 

:ships of Madras and Boinbay statesmen from England to the exclusion of the 
:services in India, this Congress is of opinion that it is desirable that those Provinces 
should be administered with the help of Councils of three and not of two· members as 
at present, and that one of the three Councillors should be a. Native of India. ' 

This is practically the same Resolution as was passed at the previous ·congress 
::md so it is not necessary for me to make any remarks over and above the remarks 
that I have had the pleasure of making in my first day•s Presidential address .. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 
. THE PRESIDENT:-I will now call upon· Mr. Mudholkar to propose the foqrth 

~esolution, but before he· addresses you I wish to say one word-namely, that our 
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hands are full and it will be necessary for everyspeake1· to confine' himself to the
time limit which has been fixed. I hope tt will not ·be necesary for me ·to do what I 
reluctantly do to touch the gong: 'l'he time limit fixed is 10 minutes for the tllover · 
of the resolution and 5 minutes for every seconder and supporter. · · · ··. ·· · .·· · ' 

Mr. R. N. MR. R. N. · MADHOLKAR (Be~·a1·) :-Mr. President, Brother-delegates, Ladies and 
Ma.dhol-· Gentlemen -I hope to finish what I have to say within the time limit allowed to me 

kar. by the Pre~ident. The resolution which ls entrusted to me runs thus:- . ~-·· . 
Herorm to Besoltttjon XIIL-. That the C?ngress, while gratefully recogni~ing the end~avou.rs.-

prevent made by the Indian and Provincial Governments to save human hfe and .le1ve dis-
famines. - · h 

tress at the present famine, urges the adoption of the t:J;'UE! remedy to. tmprove t e· 
RESOLU- condition of the cultivating classes and prevent the occurrence of famine. This 
~~?~~: Congress recommends the courtailment of public expenditljre, the development of 

local and indigenous industries, and.tl1e moderating of land assessment. 
Gentlemen, we meet to-day as three years ago pnder the shadow of a dire

ct~lamity. · Through the greater part of the country a dreadful famine is ravaging
and is creating havoc both of men and of beast •. In the part of the country· from 
which I come we had no experience of famine for over 66 years. · ,This year, however, 
we see a sight such as no man alive in Berar says he has seen. That tract of the· 
country you know is one of the most fertile tracts in . India, and is so favourably 
situated that generally we succeed in ~aving sufficient r.tinfalL .· This year on account 
of the most scanty supply, instead of seeing that rich variety of green and golden 
yellow which greets one's eyes at this time of the year. what· you see everywhere· 
is nothing but unbroken arid, black and brown with not a sin!5le patch of green ·to
relieve your eyes: Man, you see almost sinking· .down in some places, and cattle 
haye already gone down by thousands, and I am afraid by the end of· this year you 
will find hundreds of thousands of cattle h!lve died from starvation. Thanks for 
the generous, sympathetic attitude of Lord Curzon ~tnd his Goyernment, this year's. 
famine policy is the most generous and most suitable that has been adopted by the 
British Government. In times past there ·were some mistakes. committed, and we: 
must say to the credit of Government that profiting by. those mistakes the, most 
suitable measures have been adopted from the very beginning. · Gentlemen, our. 
grateful acknowledgments are due to tl:e Government for the most earnest and 
sincere endeavours they are making for the protection of life .. Bu~ that is not every
thing. We do make our grateful acknowledgments for what has been done and for 
what the Government is do\ng now. But on this occasion it is our imperative duty, 
duty to ourselves, duty to the Government under which we live,. and duty ·to the. 
country in which we live, that on this occasion we· should prominently draw their· 
attention to the causes of such famines, and to ask them to set themselves earnestly : 
to remove all those causes. The cause Of the famine of course some people say with-

' more wit than truthfulness is the failure of rainfall. Even a fool knows that. What 
we want to know is why is it that on the slightest deficiency of· rainfall the· people· 
of this country succumb at once and go down in thousands and hundreds :of .tbou·. 
sands. They are living under the most benign Government and it.is a most curious. 
thing that even nnder·that Government they have no stayi11g power which will enable· 
them to hold on for one or two y_ears. The reason for this I shall quote. to you not 
from the words of any Congress man or any blat.ent politician but from the· 
responsible deliverance of such a body as the Famine Commission. , . , • 

"At the root of much of the poverty of the people ·of India and of -the. risk 
which they are exposed in seasons of scarcity lies the unfortunate circumstance
tlmtagriculture forms almost t~e sole occupation of the mass of the population, and 
that no remedy for present evtls can be complete, which does not include the intro· 
duction of a dive.rsity of occupations through which the surplus population may be 

·drawn from agrtcultural pursuits and led to earn the means of subsistence in 
manufactures or some such employments.'' (The RelJO'I·t of the FmniM Oommiuion,. 
Yol. II, 11age 175.) 

Further on it says :-

"A main cause of the distt§trous consequences of llllHan Famines, and one of' 
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the greatest difficulty in the way of promoting relief in an effectual shape, is tq 
-be found in the fact that the great mass of the population directly depends on 
agrieulture, and that there is, .no other industrv from which any considerable 
part of the (~om111unity derives its support. The failure of the usual rain thus 
deprives the labouring class, as a, whole, not only of the ordinary supplies of food 
.Qbta.im~ble at prices within their reach, but also of the sole employment by which 

Mr. R. N. 

. they can earn the means of procuring it." , , 

' , The people of India. are admittedly by all the authorities official and non-official 
to be one of the poorest in the whole world. We li\·e, it is true, in a country which 
is rich in material resourees but it is not given to us to enjoy all the fruits of that 
wealth. We are admittedly, as I told you, the poorest of nations because while in 
England the yearly inQome per head of the population-the average income I mean to 
say-is £41, whereas taking the whole of Great Britain and Ireland it is £36, whereas 
in that very poor country, vi%., Ireland it is £16, but in India it is stated by official 
authority in a note prepared by ~ir Da\id Barbour, to be £2. In 1870 Mr. Grant 
Duff, when he was Under-Secretary for India said that the income of the pe<,ple of 
India per head was at the most .£ 2. Mr Dadabhai NowrojPs calculation would show 
it to be less, but taking the official calculation thP income per head is £ 2. It is also 
found by official calculation that the amount necessary for maintaining even such a 
poor person as. a camp follower "is about Rs. 27 per bead. After making the neces-

. sary deduction there remains just barely .R!I. 4 per head to supply the man with 
clothing and other things. · This is the condition you must remember, then we take 
into account I'ich people also. There are, as everybody who has remained in India 
knows,• hundreds and thousands, I should say millions, who live on the bare verge of 
starvation. Sir William Hunter said that 40 millions passed through life on insuffi. 
cieut food. The testimony of Sir Charles Elliot is to thP. same effect. 

Our poorer population instead of decreasing is yearly increasing. W bat is this 
·due to? This is due to, as the Famine Commission ,of 1879 have pointed out, agricul
. ture being the sole industry on which the masses are dependent. According to the 
·calculation of that commissioD 90 per cent of the rural population is closely connect
ed with the land and 80 per cen~ of the total population is closely connected with the 
land. Our calculation, calculation made by a statistician of importance in the Bom: 
bay Presidency is that there are so many as 86 per cent of the general population 
who are closely connected with the land. But even t.'\king the official calculation to 
account fully 80 per cent of the population is dej>er..dent on land. Formerly the state 
of things was otherwise. You had your industries. Those industries have decayed 
and collapsed. Formerly well balanced industrial system has entirely gone down. 

· · 'l'bis is the state to which this country has been brought by the collapse of our in
duitrial system. The remedy for this is as suggested by the Famine Commission 
the revival of industries, and that brings in the important question of technical. 

·. in.struction -and the utilisation of what little capital you have. At the same timG 
"·it' throws- upon Government the duty· of showing themselves more alive to 
. this part" of their duties than has been found practicable hitherto. That is not the 
: only thing that could be done and that ought to be done. Another matter in which 
the shoe•pinches, and pinches very greatly, is increased expenditure. I will not go into 
very many figures. I shall mention one f11ct which more than another will completely 

· confirm what we have been asserting for years past. It is this. Taking the last 60 year's 
·· you will find that for our two yea,rs of surplus there are three years of deficit; and the 

total deficit in 60 years is something like 50 crores of rupees. Making allowance 
for the whole surplus the net deficit is something like 50 crores. This means .that 
there is so much addition to the public debt. · Public debt has increased from 26 to 
nearly to 270 crores. This shows plainly that the cost of our administration, though 
we are having a highly civilised form of administration, is more than what we can 
bear. We must cut our coat according to our cloth. If the cloth runs short we must 
"be content to go on with a. very short coat and not a long coat. That is the problem 
~hich has to be faced and we must again pray the Government to seriously consider 
and_curtail expenditure in every form, and wherever it is practicable. The thing11'hicb 
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h3.s contributed in the greatest degree to this increase of debt is, as you kno:w, tha 
·Military expenditure, and even the Military ~tuthot•ities baNe ad mit ted tliat the Mili

·Mr. R.N. tary expenditure can be curtailed without any loss of efficiency. That is therefore a. 
Ma.dhol- thing which we must again press on the attention of the Qovernme~t. · Another thing 

-
kar. which we must press on the attention of Government is, the land Rm·enue .Syst~onn. -Refo1'111 to 

·'t>revent 
famines. -RB!IOLU· 
·'l'ION. 

XIH. -

Pandit 
Madan 
Mohan 

Malivya. 

!RESOLU
TION. 
XIII. 

·. 

The land Revenue system is productive of ma.ny evils about which the cultivator com-
plains. I shall note only one authority and that is, I should consider, the conclusive 
authority. ·Sir Theodore Hope when be introduced the Deccan Agricultu.rists Relief's 
Act Into the Legislative Council admitted that to our Revenue system must, in no smaU 
measure, be attributed the present indebted condition of the t•yot. Lord J.ytton admit
ted the same thing, Sir Robert Gorden, who followed admitted the same thing .. · We 

· have therefore the highest official testimony that the. Revenue system is.~ a ,·ery 
great extent responsible for the present condition of the peas:~.nt .. If 80 per cent of 
the population is entirely dependent on land and if .that population is brought to a. 
very low state of poverty, and it that pove1·ty is due in some measure at least to. an 
unsuitable Revenue system, can we not fairly ask the Government to modify that. 
system. This was admitted in. 1879- a,nd after' that there .has been everywhere 
revision and enhancement of assessment. We can well ask the Government whether 
this would not lead to financial bankruptcy and ruin tG the whole. country. ·.We can 

· well ask the Government whether' under this benign British Government it is at all 
in consonance with the tradition of British rule that there should be an ev:er incrG&S· 
ing mass of indebtedness and poverty. With these few xemai:ks I commend this re~o-
lntion to your acceptance (cl!ee?'s). · . 

PANDIT MADAN MoHAN MALIVYA (Allaltabad) who on rising was. recei~ed with 
loud cheers said:-·· · ·, ,., ' ··.' , ,, ,. ·" • · ·· '·, 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen :-I have the pleasure to second this reso
lution, and I do not think I need say much in support of it., 'l'his is a question, gentle
men, which has not been brought befortS the Congress for the first time. Almost in an 
identical form this matter has been placed before the Congress in years past, and the 
Congress has expressed its opinion very emphatically as to the true remedy for 
famine., Gentlemen, the regret is that notwithstanding. this record expression of 

· opinion by the Congress, notwithstanding the expre~;~sion of similar opinion by English 
statesmen and politicians who have governed this country and, notwithstanding also 

· the convictton which has been expressed in writing by many officials of State, the re
medy with seems to be not denied, n!>t seriously disputed by anybody but admitted by . 
most, should not yet have been .most seriously adopted, at any rate .that no ser·ious· 

· effort should have been made to grapple with the question, as it slwuld have, been 
done. Now, gentlemen, in the .first part of the ·resolution you justly express your 
appreciation of the endeavours which are being made by Provincial Administration~'\ to 
relieve distress· and to mitigate suffering so far as they can, by administering 
relief in times. of famine .. l1i is undoubtedly a grand humanitarian sight to see 

· the Goverm;nent employing ·all its vast machinery. to relieve distress, 60, Jar as 
' it humanly can; when there is actual distress in the country. I do. not .thir.k 
there is a single man who has seen the grand famine operations or heard ,of 
them and yet will fail to express his deep. obligations t.o the. Government fm· 
that measure. But when these sights recur with an unforunate ·frequency ,as 
·they do, when you find famines coming one after another during .the course 
of a .short period of 3 or 4 .years, you begin to turn ILWay from the considera
tion of the humanitarian aspect of believing distress when it comes, and ym; 
begin almost to feel callous for the time being as to the fate of the few who art~ 
·suffering when you think of the fate of the many who may be overcome in time to 
-come by the same dire calamity. Yon ask where is the remedy? . Where is the 
guarantee? Where is the assurance, the hope, that this dire calamity will not 0\·er
take many more millions in the year to come? (Hea·r, Ttear.) I am sorry to say, gentle
~en, there does not seem tn me to be any response of a. hopeful nature to that q ues- · 

... hon_ at least for ~he present moment. It htts been long understood tha.t f&.min£>:f in 
Indm do occur Wtth greater ft•equency than they occur in more civilizecl ('<mntr~ir,s, 
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, ;lyhen :I say more civilized countries let me tell you, in one respect there is no coun- Fourth 
,try whtch is more civil.l:6ed than India., (cheers) namely in having the good fortune, · nq . 

. the" exceptionally good fortune of having what has been pronounc~d by severlll com- Pandi\ 
· 'petent men as was aJso expressed the other _day by our President, a magnificent Madan 
~ivil service 'for the country (Cheers). Now, gentlemen,- with such a. service to ·~~~a;:.._ 

,guide the ~airs of the country, with men of the highest culture, men of the broadest ...._ 
, ).lumanita,r.ian feelings~ men who come out with the ide~ o_f serving the country in the\!;~~:'~" 
1 best ;way they,can and aJso to a country not at all poor JU 1ts natural resources, what f:n.io•:!. . 
• ·.is it that brings famine to the doors of India so often and so repeatedly I' What is it ~~ 
.. th . . t th Go t . f th" t f d . • . t tb f . · RESI)LU-'"' _at preven s e vernmen _ o . •s coun ry rom rtvrng ou e amme pract1· TIO:-.t • 

. caJ.ly from India as it has been driven practically from other civilized countries which Xm. 
, have not such an excellent service there 'a.s we have the good fortune to possess. -. ,-
.,There must be some reason, gentlemen; It is not the service which is to blame · 
\: ~ut it is the system which is to blame (ltear,hear): The pity, the great pity, the deplor: 
, ~ble pity of it is that notwithstanding the matter has been so often brought before 
.. :·the Government, the true remedy has never yet been seriously thought of being 
_,,applied. Gentlemen,.the question that you have before you to-day is that of famine 
h.x:curring ;repeatedly; and the remedy j;ba.t you point out briefty in this resolution 
, ls that the condition of the cultivating classes must be improved. Gentlemen, re-

.. member it is no use my repeating to you that 4/5 ·of the population of this country 
,,dependsuponagriculture. Now, tb.e condition· of agriculture cannot be improved 
•. unless ,the Government take good care to consider what is necessary to improve .~ '• 
~at condition. There are two aspects of the question the Government revenue de- \; 
.• mand and ~hen fixity of tenure to the cultivating classes. With regard to the first, 2!,. . 
· gentlemen, we have repeatedly expressed our conviction that permanent settlement i , 

should be extended to all those parts of India where it does not obtain (Glteers). With · '-'! 1 
~o-a.rd to the second, we have also. expressed our deep conviction that a' fixity of ' 

tenure should be secured to ~he cultivating classes, so that they may be better able 
to bear the rigours ·of famine when it should approach them. With regard to the 
first, it seems to me that certain officials of Government think that it is an impracti-

·-~able scheme, that the days are long passed when Governors or statesmen, British 
' Ii..dian statesmen, wou.id think of extending the permanlmt settlement, that we must 
not hope that it would ever be extended, that huge mistake was committed in Btngal 
where a large portion of the revenue of Government was made over to the zemindars 

·of Bengal, to the detriment of the rest of the country. The Government, so say some 
"'f these statesmen, _isuot going to repeat that huge blunder. Well, gentlemen, if 
it were that only the zemindars of Bengal or any other part of ·India. that were to be 

,;..{aken into consideration; .. l should not be taking up your time and spending energy 
in speaking on this aspect of the question. • The zemindars are only a small body 
in the :country, compared to the great mass of the population in whose 'midst 
they live, and I am sure that nobody would desire that the measure should not .be 

'oadopted because while it will benefit &..large body of men in the country it would 
..!!_so: benefit .. the._ zemindars ... (Cheers.) · Gerrtlemen, the conviction has long been 
-e-ltpressed that permanent settlement is needed, a.nd I would only read to you some 
quotations .from high official authorities in support of that view. It is no doubt in 
.1793 that permanent settlement was introduced in Bengal The' Government l1ad not 
then all that info1·mation before them which they have now after a century. It is 
not that English statesmen have given up their idea until a very few years ago, · 
-of extending permanent settlement to other parts of the country. )n 1862 the 
.Secretary of State in a despatch pointed out that it was desirable to extena 
permanent settlement wherever a certain portion of ·the area has come under 
cultivation. Again in 1865 the same opinion was expressed. 1_\jow, gentlemen, the words 
-of the despatch are "o nuportant that I ask your permission to read some of them •. 
Writing in the d'espa.ch of 1862 Viscount Halifax said:- · 
' , . "After a. most careful review of these considerations, Her Majesty's Government 

.are of opinion that the advantages which may be reasonably expected to accrue not 
<lnly tO those immediately concerned with land, but to tbe community generally are 
.sufficiently great to justify them in incurring the. risk of some prospective Joss of 
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r'evenue in order to attain them,·and that settlement in perpetuity in the districts in 
. which the conditions require it or may he1·eafter require it, is a measure dictated by 

sound pOlicy and calculated to accelerate and develop the resources of India and the 
·ensure in the highest degree welfare and contentment of all classes·of Her Majesty's 

Malivya. 
subject." · 

1 

· Now, gentlemen, such an opinion as that coming so late as 1862 and being laid before · 
theGQvernment of India and the conviction of vast numbers of·educated Indians who 
live in India in the midst of ~he people a~d who are better acquainted· with ·the evils 
which are incidental to a tempOrary settlement of land revenue, should set the Govern
ment of India at least into a mood for serious enquiry whether that 'was not the. real 
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and true remedy for the state of things which we in common with the Government of 
India deplore. 'rhen, gentlemen, there is the question of the fixity of tenure to the 
cultivating classes. I am glad to. find, and I am sure we are all ·grateful to find, 
that not in one but in· several Rrovinces, the Government is a.nxious to OQtain fixity of 
tenure to the cultivating classes. In these provinces you are aware that efforts are · 
being made in that direction, and efforts have been made in other Provinces too. Now, 
gentlemen, we must remember one thing. There is a great deal of opposition shown at 
times, particularly by the Zamindars to the advantages of ryot only being lookE-d into 
in the propOsals of the GQvernment. I do not speak herefortheZamindar, but! speak 
in the interests of the ryot. The GQvernment ought to introduce such rules and 
make such arrangements as will not have to ~e given tip or gradually modified to 
prevent discontent among Zaminda~s or to pacify them; and one essential condition 
of success in that line is that while GQvernment wants 'to ·give fixty of tenure or 
certainity of long lease to the cultiv"ting classes, the Government ought also to 
restrain its hands and not repeatedly demand increased revenue for over 12 or 20 or 
33 years from the Zamindars (cheers). In the unusual excitement which the Land 
Revenue Act has produced in these Provinces I have had occasions to ·.meet and 
discuss the question with several Zamindars and I find, gentlemen, tht~.t. ·not one 
but many of them said to me :-

"We would be very glad and we are very willing that the Government should 
• extend to the '/"/Jot what they want, if the Government would give_ us also permanent 

settlement as to the revenue demand"·. ( clteet'B ). ' · 

,/( 'l'herefore, gentlemen, to that extent, I say the question of permanent settlement 
is one which conecrns the 7'1JOt also. · Place some restriction on your revenue demand 
and place a correspOnding restriction upon the demand of the Zamindar from the cul
tivator, so that the cultivator may be secured against undue enhancement and against 
capricious ejectment; and you will have secured the happiness and contentment of the 
very greatest portion of the pOpulation of India (cheers). Gentlemen,. there are just -two other matters that I want to touch UpOn. I am-very sorrylhave trespassed too 
long upOn your patience. Of the two other matters to which I will briefly.· refer, 
one is, amongst othm· recom.mendations we make, we say that GQvernment o)lght 
to foster native industries and native arts.. Time there was · when in this very city 
Qf Lucknow any number of persons were employed· in producing things of. native 
manufacture, and earning a very handsome living by that means. Unfortunately to
day if you go and inquire of the old citizens of Lnckriow, yon will find that_products of 
English and other foreign Mills have entirely killed Indian industries. Gentlemen, we
do aot blame the Government for it. That is a matter about which we make no com, 
plaint to the GQvernment. What we pray is that the Government would take meas
ures to give technical and industrial education to the people, so that they may be 
able to find out the means of producing those things which are required in India 
ht their own midst and not send away crores upon m·ores to foreign lands in lieu 
of things that exist ( cltem'8 ). It seems that. even if all our prayers regarding 
gr~ater. employment of India~'· in the public service were granted, that would 
brmg us only a very small•rehef, compared to the great relief which would come to 
the country~~ the int~oduction or revival of native arts and industries (lttar, hear). 
G~ntlemen, 1t 1s for tlus reason that we pray to (}overnment to take steps . to give-
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. •&Jo~etter tech!lic!lol inst~;uction to the peopl!l of this country than they have hitherto 
·been doing, · I~ F;o,gla.nd i~elf more is done than in India, while in countries like 

·· •Germany; in Asiatic. countries like little Japan, much ~ore attention is paid to 
·. impa.r~ng.~ohnicalinstruction, pre~ring the people t{) produce things that they 
. :t'equjre for their ordin~~:ry every-day use. . . . 

~ · · Therefore it is we say that in our opinion the Government ought to spend much 
mQre money on es~]llishing al)-d maintaining colleges for imparting technical education, 
than :it has hitherto done_. Gentlemen, if these prayers are considered. in a candid 

· manner, i~ these prayers are listened. to and a serious enquiry is instituted as to the 
• mea.n~ by wl;lich effect ca,n be given. to thi~ I ha.ve no doubt the condition of the people 

will greatly im~roye at no distant date, a.nd if famine l!hould even then come to the 
doors of our people they will be better able to protect themselves against that calamity 
and the Government will find. it not necessary to come to the rescue of the people to 

• ;the e:x;tent they do. at present (cheers) • · 
. . I . • 

. HAJI,SHA~ HussAIN (Bombay) supported the resolution i;nan Urdu speech. 

Ma. CWNTAMANI (1fatZra.s) said, :-Mr. P.t;esident, Brother-Delegates, Ladies and 
oGentlemen:-It is with a heazy heart that I rise to support the resolution so ably 
¥J.OVed by our distinguisl;led countryman, Mr .. R, N. Mudholkar, and so eloquent~ 
ly secpnded by Pandit, Madan Moha.rl Malaviya, and I say so because the deplor
able situation in which we find ourselves makes it impossible for us not to feel 
Jthe acutest pain for the .miserable and. calamitous poverty of this fabled land of 
weal~h (hear, hear). For, Sir, in spite of the protestations of Sir Charles Lyall, 

, we in Congress assembled deliberating upon questions vitally affecting the interestli 
.qf our dear and beloved motherland, cannot help expressing our firm conviction. 
that these famines are the direct, and I venture to add, the inevitable result o~ 
.fue costly, extravagant and unnatural system of administration that obtains in our 
-countr;Y (Ttea1·, hear ana cheers). Despite what men like Sir 'John Scott and Lord 
Hughdecil might assert, we have it on the unimpeachable authority of one of the 
greatest Englishmen of the nineteenth century that, if there is found a country 
~ssessing a most· fertile soil, natural advantages and a thrifty and industrial 
);lop)llation, and if yet the people are found to be poor and suffering from want and 
-O.estitution,. there is some fundamental error in the f!!YStem o~ administration 
preyaling_ ·in· that country (hear, hear). Sir, this remarkable observation of John 
.Bright's exactly· applies to our country. We should have thought that it was too 
.late in tlie day for the responsible rulers of this country to talk about the wealth 
'of Inuia. ··But we find this declaration coming not from any irresponsible quarter1 

but froniL?rd George Hamilton,· uttered within the hallowed balls of St. Stephens. 
We find .him declaring that India was suffering not from want and destitution, but 
:actliany .frrim a plethora. of wealth, and that the millions of India were engaged not 
~hi 11sking fot'· bread but in contemplating on hqw to dispose of their superfluous 
-'Wealth· (/(tlt[/h~fff', and el•iJers). It was not long after, however, that "the coolest, 
·shrewdtst and most distinguished'~ mem]:>er of the Indian Civil Service, one a more 
'typical· btlreaucrat tha.n whom there has not been, and. one who only in 1894 
reviled us as b{)ing engaged in the uop1rdonable task of advising her Majesty's 
Civil Service on how to govern the Empire, I allude to Sir James West_land, our 
late Finance Minister,. declared in what may be styled the confessions of a Finance 
·Minister, that the margin between prosperity and adversity in India was very 
·narrow indeed (hea'l", ltear). 

; . We ~re all awa:re, Sh~, of what Sir Evelyn Baring had to say on the poverty of 
.India.; we know that in a letter dated the ~6th June, 1886, the late Lord Randolph 
"ci,lUrchill, our then Secretary of State, declared that the poverty of India and the bur
<dens(ime taxation imposed on the people by the Government of India, "constituted a 
:political danger, the real magnitude of which, it is to be feared, is not at all !Lppreciat

·.ed by persons who have no knowledge of, or concern in the Government of India, but 
:which thos~ responsible for that Government have long regarded as of the most serious 
.()rder ':(hea1·,1wr:>.r ). And it was only last year ~bat the 'l'ime.~ of India, which is never 
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twrtll over friendly to our interests ha<J,, the following remar~ble para~raph on the P?verty; 
DIJT. . of India. Discussing the income:tax returns, the leadmg Asiatic Journal wntes as 

Mr. Chin· follows:- ' ' · '' 
tallll>ni. "The interests of the bulk of the people are bounded by' the limits of the

l':ESOLU· village in which they may happen to live .••••• 'l'he Revenue from the income-ta::rl" 
~f: last year 1897-98 was Rs. 1,855,816. No less than · 28! per cent of the whole 
_ collections were obtained in. the seven towns of Calcutta, Bombay. Madras, Rangoqn,. 

Reforms to Allahabad, Lucknow and Lahore. · Close upon 50 per cent of the· total sum collected: 
f:,e;,:~ in the Bombay Presidency is contributed by the residents in the city and Island of· 

Bombay and so in other Presidency towns also. ·: · In spite of the low margin of ·, 
exemption-every person with an annual income· of Rs. 500 and upwards bas t():
·pay income-tax.'' 

The ·Times of Inrlia c~ntinued-"The whole number of persons assessed to
. the tax last year was under half a million. No more vivid illustration of the· 
poverty of India. Mark the -words,· 'tT1ey are the wor_ds • of the Times oflndia, 
and not mine own "no more vivid illustration of the p6verty of Indi...'l. could 
be given " (llea1·, ltear and clteet~8). · · 

Ladies and gentlemen, what then are the remedies for this poverty? At' page .. 
210 of his book on India, Sir James Caird, one of the g1·eate11t authorities on Indian 
questions observed. , _ r 

• . "I believe it i>ossible to obtain such a. gradual increase.of.production in India as 
would meet the present rate of population for a. considerable time. One bushel of: 
increase gained gradually in a period of 10 years,. in addition to a, moderate reclama· · 
tion of cultivable land, would meet t)le demand of the present growth of population"", 

. !Jltar, llear ). This is undoubtedly one of the best remedies that ean be effected. 
y:sut, Sir, the best J!Olution of this problem of problems is undoubtedly a moderation. 

of those ruinously large land Revenue assessments •from which the people of Central 
Pro,·inces and the• United Provinces, the ,people of Bombay and of Madras, in fact 
.the people of all those parts of the country where the permanent settlement does. 
not obtain are grievously suffering (l!ear, hear). The resolution, on this subject,.. 

----;){Lord Canning, the despatch of the Secretary of State on that resolution whic)h 
has a few minutes ago been read by Pundit Madan Mohan Malaviya, and the reso--
lution of Lord Ripon recommending 8. modified form of Permanent Settlement have· 
been so often repeated from this platform and .. are so well known to you. brother· 
delegates, that I shall not waste your precious time by quoting them aga,in. But 
permit me, Sir, to quote here one sentence from a valuable prononncement of Col.: 
Baird Smit-h. The Colonel said:-

"The good which bas been done by- partial action on ·sound principles is both. 
encouragement to further advance, and entertaining the most eai·nest conviction that 
State interests and popular interest~> will alike be strengthened in an justification 
and increasing ratio by the stop, the first, and, as I believe, the ·most important 
measure I have respectfully to submit. is the ea:pcdienctt of .fixing fm·o·ver t11e public
demand Dn land an<l tlms con.ve,-ting the existing scttlemetzt into 11;' settlement in pln-petuity. •• 
But, Sir, these wise words of far-sighted statesmanship ·.fell flat on the ears of' 
Government, and they have remained unheeded with this day to the misfortune of' 
the three hundred millions inhabiting this vast Empire. ~ou, Sir,· told us in your· 
magnificent add~ess the other da~ that you were an optimist, ana that you anticipated 
a great and glorious future for this hopeleRs land of ours. I earnestly hope and trust, 
I fervently pray from the innermost recess of my heart that your words might turn 
out to be true and that this glorious land of Aryavm·ta might be raised to the high 
pedestal which she once occupied in the scale of nations and that where the darkness 
of piuch~ug poverty and discontent now holds unrighteous sway, that bright sun of' 
prosp(mty and contentment may reign supreme by the grace of the All Merciful 
Fatoor on ~igh and by t~e ~ustice ~nd generosity of that might, and glorious nation 
whoso Scriptures proclaim m sublime, and awe-inspiring Iangua"'e that "RiD'hteous
nesil exalteth a nation,:· and of. whose land "the thrice-plest l1~me or libe1':ty, lova--
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and happine!>S," tbe great Poet Lau.reu.te, he ~ho SUCCQeded him "that Uttered .no. 
thing base," sRng in bea11tiful verse as :-
; . '.' ' · · "A lund of settled Government, . 
·, '· -~' •. '' ,_. ·· ; A, land of just and old renown,' 
' , • ; '~• i' · 1\'lH~~ freedom slowly broadens down 
. . , l ' • · ,. ·' · ·· I•lrom precedent to precedent." (che.el's). 

1. • · .Mii: !;. S. DEv (Bou~i~ctl!) said :-There remains very little fo1• me to say on tho pro. 
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positiot~ which I btn-o the honor to support, but coming as I do from o, district in the Mr. s. s. 
Bombay Presidency which yields to no othm· District than Kathiawar, in tile intensity Dev. 
l>l f:tmiiib, I am entitJed to speak. As an agent of the Poona Sarvajanik Snbha 
(cllrers) J latd · an opportPnity of observing tho famine operations as carried on by 
the Bombay. Government in 1897, and I am in a position to say that the Bombay 
Governfuent has this ydar made a dis.tinct advance upon its old policy by opening 
t.;,lief works earlier (lwaf, !lear). For this act of realizing the situation, and for it~ 
having ,opened relief >~;oi:ks, we: ought to tp.ank the Bombay Government. But 
gentl~nten, withal]. the efforts of the Government, I apprehend that a heayY mortality • 
is sur~ j;o·ensue; for you' may have ou paper the most perfect relief code, but unless 
the authorities high and low take into their heads to administer the provisions of the 
Code to

1 
the \'ery letter, it heavy mortality is inevitable. Sir, the !<'amine Code, is not 

per.fect; It has defects but I will not dwell upon all tile defects in the Code •. I may be 
permitted to mention only that the proper procedure to be followed is in the first place· 
the yield of each field oug·ht to be· first ascertained and that a certain field has fail· 
ed to yi.eld 12 annas, remission or suspension ought to be granted; but in practice we 
lind th&t remission or suspension is never made to depend upon any such ascertained 
failure pf crops. As •fpr instance,' in the Bijapur District 620 htkhs of rupees have 
been collected in the la~tfamine when the crop yield was not more than 2 annas in the 
t·upee. ,, The second drawback I find in the famine relief code is that the ration is 
meagre and food insufficient. That the famine stricken people are willing to go 
rather to the jail where they get better food and more quantity than to the relief works, 
bears out my propositim:i. , ']'he third drawback is that proper provision is made, 
&s soon as famine sets.; When famine sets in, the first person to suffer are weavers 
md other artisans. Even in ordinary years they live from hand to mouth and a 
[amine like the presen~ does a work wh~ch 10 years of foreign competition cannot do 
in reducing artisans and \Veavers to a very ·miserable position. With these few re-
marks pointing out the:d~fects in the Famine Relief Code, I beg to retire. (cl•cers). · 

·,.:· The resolution was, carried unanimously.- . 
MUNSill MOHOMMAjD SU.TJAD HUSSAIN (L1tcknow) moved the omnibus Resolution 

in an Urdu speech. ! c · 

, , , THE E'RESIDt-:N1';,-lJefore I ask tl,ie seconder to speak I wish with your permis· · 
:~ion to read a telegram\which I have received, and which I have no doubt you will 
reooh'e wiU1 g1·eat sa tisln.citou. · . It is a telegram addressed to the President of the 
)iational Cong1~ss by t4o Nat1l brothers (cheel·s). The telegram runs thus : "Kindly 
muvey our heartythant!l to the Congress for shomng sympa.thy in our misfortune 
md extJressing feeling~ of joy at our release '' ((.ltcrl'H). 
· .· RAI YATDTDRANATHPHOUDHRI said :- ' 
'' MP~PRESIDENT, BnoTHKR-DELEGATES, LAoiEsANDGENTJ.EMEN, wlten I was asked to 

11'kond t'hisResolution, I~onsentcdsimply because I knew that the propositions group· 
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Rai Yatin· 
dra Nath 

Chondhri, 
1d un<ler this Omnibus Resolution are so familiar to you for their having been discussed Baranagar, 
;bread-baroin the previous sittingsoftheCongress, that it would be scarcely necessary 24 Perga-

. na~. 
'or me to speak much on this Resolution, to commend it to your unanimous acceptancfl. 
What I propose to do in seconding this Resolution is simply to make a few observations Omnibu~;. 
11 order _to remind you of your old acqaintance with the propositions now submitted to 
rou for your re·approval and re-acceptance.· First of all we ask the Government to 
·Olieve some of our burdens which we cannot bear, by way of 1·educing the present 
·ate of salt tax, wbic:h deprives to a great extent, many of our poor men of the great 
1ecessity of life, and by way of raising the minimum income assessable under the 
hl.cotlle Tax Act from Rs. 50 toRs. 1.000. We furthera"k t-hat tl1e Government should 
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"'~~ discontinue ihe g'tailt of the Eltcllange Compensi.tion Allowanc\l, t.Q. th!3 a.lre,t.d.J blgW;r 
Dq. paid European a.nd Eurasia.n employees for the simple reasou that. we C<lnnot a:t:ord t. · 

~~ fi"~- pay for this luxury, while we ca.n,nqt meet othet: Jmportant.and useful expenditures~ 
dra Nath We desire that the different provincial Governments !ihQuld mitigate the rigours of ~e 

Choudhri. rules framed for the guidance of the Forest l)ep!Ll"tmeJI,t, sp that tho rural population 
· ·- of India may not be subjected. to the a.nnoyan~ and. oppreslfion of the Forest sub
Omnibus. ordinates whom, l know at least in the pa.rt ¢ ,the country fro~ which I cat!le, . the, 

. iR~';g~~- . people dread more than they fear. the. tiger• a.I,ldotller ~il~ animals in Ot~e forest.· 
XIV.. The case of our most oppressed brothers-the Assam ,cooli~s IS well known. , Though 

l gratefullY admit that the present iegislatiou itt ~his .connection taken·. up , by Lord 
Curzon goes some way to remove their grievances, yet I sa bmit that nothing 11 hort 
of the total abrogation Of the Inland Emigration Act and leaving the whqle case to the 
simple law of demand and supply would satisfy the demq.nds of tb~ justice of· the. 
ease. The question of Temperance needs no support from me.; ·.It is time that English 
Government should do whatever lies in its power to :remove· the stigmq, 'which is ofteJJ 
thrown' at it tba.t the British Institutions, and Brandy go· hand in hand. ·. The question·.· 
of the wide~ employment of natives of India into the public service of thier ow8 
eountry is a case of simple justice to them. , T~ question has been fully de~t with · 
in a separate Resollttion. As a corollary to this proposition I. want you all to accept 
the proposition here laid down that Military Colleges ··should be established. where 
· :p.a.tives of this country may qualify themselves for }ligher appointments, in the lndiali 
Army. We alsQ pray that the present scheme for _the re-organization of. the Ednca,-. · 

· tional service should be modified in such a way that the qualified sons of India shmtld 
not be excluded from higher appointments in the Educational service, and that proper 
1acilities may be afforded to our graduates for their admission J;o the superior grades 
of the service. Above all we ask that for the proper expansion and ·development of 
Indian intellect the act of incorporation of the older Indian Universities should M so 
amended as to provide for the introduction of teaching function and for 11- wider· soope 
ofleq,rning in our Universities. Regarding the .System of TriaJ.by Jury, we ask that \ 
we should have the substance and .not the shac!ow of the thing. ·The verdict of the. • . 
Jury should be final, and the System should be extended to .those districts where .it 
.does not obtain now. There is a curious anomaly in the System of T.rial by ,Jury in 
,the Presidency Towns and in trials with the aid of assessors, 'bec8:use the unfortunate 
accused Indians have not the right tQ claim that half the number (lf the jury (whi~l! 
right they have in tho mqfussil) or half the number of the assessors shall ·b~ n'ativ-es 
Clf India.. We all know that the life of the population ~fa large number of the popula-; 
,tion of India is annually taken by wild animals,· so it is meet that we should have the • 
right to defend ourselves, with necessary· weapons· from tb~ depredations' of those · . 
wild animals, and tha.t as_Ioyal s•tbjects we shouldbavefurthe~ the right of defending 
'the intere&ts of our Sovereign in our'owneountry as well as :elsewhere:' !l'he Council 
·of the Secretary of State for 'India is mainly composed of <retired -Anglo-Inrlia.~s a.· .. 
state of things which means simply this: that the affairs of this country arecontrolled • · 
by the very men· whose actions and bunglings we· want to /be checked. ·I think this ·· 
'system is bound to fail so long as hum<tn na.ture c:>ntin,ues tr) be as it i:t.· We there!m:e 
legitimately pray that this solemn and costly farce should \be done away with ·«Uld a · 
bette.r form of control shoold be provided !or;' So far now/we have been·prayirig for, 
,what concerns, tnore or less, the whole of India. Now l would refel" to some questions· 
which though provincial in their char~ct-er, are neverth'eles~:~, less important. We 
protest against the policy that the Gov:ernment of .India having pursued ._in nomina,tin• 
<& ge~tle~an for r~pre~enting th_e interests of the Central Provin.ces to the Suprem: 
LegtslatlVe Counml, wtthout as !ring a.uy of the Local Bodies to make recommendatioll 
,for such nomina:ion. I want~ b"! distinctly understood that what :WE) ar.e g~ing to 
. protest here agamst, is the pohcy and not th9 man because we all of us know thl\t no 
. better man could have been found in the whole country than the eminent gentloinen 
who now 3dorns the Supreme C'.ouncil as the representative of the Central Provinces. 
·In t~e P?njab w~ want to raise the tltatus of the Chief Court to that of a Higl~ Court, 
• .()Qnstdermg the tmproveme?ti, Educational and otherwisa which these. cou.ntries 
have made. I hope you will all agree ,with. me. that .these are all very legiti•Jlatl> 
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·oe:lema.nds •. Now ow word rega.~·ding the proposition relating to that part of India., l'oul'tll 
· which is. beyond the stri~t litnits of British India. · In recent yea.rs we ha.ve all been ~ 
<l0nvu1slld. by the news of deposition of Indian Prince!! without any trial wha.tever. Rai Ya.tin~ 
The people of this country, through the press, cried hoarse for public enquiry, but dra. Na.th. 
the Go:v~rnment did (lot think fit to accede to the demand of the people. The public Ch~hrL 

.':at la.rg~ do not eve~ now know what were the grounds that led our Government to omnibus • 

. ta.ke such draeti<i steps. The prayer which we make will only strengthen the hands RESOLU· 
• -of Jihe GO-vernment when they want to dep:~se an oppressive ruler, in case of his mal· TION. 
' . .a,dministration or mi.sconduct, has been conclusively proved to the satisfaction of a. :xrv. 
: speci~~of public tribunal. Otherwise the act of deposition would give rise, amongst the 
~.peopl~ to many misgivings and consequent. alarm or discontent which would be de· 
·~ trimentat to the cause of good Government itt this country. : In recent years, I am 
··.aware of at least one case in which a condemned Prince applied over and pver again 
··.tO be heard. ·in his defence against the accusations which Political Officials have 
. b;Q,ught against him behind his back. But the unhappy prince did a.pply in va.in. Can 
:..a,rlythirig be. more preposterous than the fact that Indian Princes and Chiefs should 
'. b~ denied the right which is n.ot ~enied to.' the worst criminals in the l&nd (•ltame). 

,: Frqm what I have said before, it will appear that the omnibus Resolution in some · 
. :l!ens9, .sums up in t~e main, the. objects of the Indian National Congress, because it 
ref~rs, to and suggests remedies ·for the grievances of all classes of people in this 
countty from the prince to the peasant and from the educated to the ignorant. There· 

:.fore I hope you will accord your hearty support to this Resolution, as its supreme im· 
. portance demands. ,. With these words, gentlemen, J have much pleasure in seconding 
··the Resolution. ·, · .. · . • •· . ' : ' . . 

· ·.·MR. S. K. NAIR (Madras), supporting the resolution, said :- .,.. Mr. S. n.. 
. MR. PRESIDENT, BROTHER·DELEGATES, LADIESANDGENTLEMEN:-The omnibusre· Nair • 

. 1!1olution that has been moved, just now in an Urdu speech by 8. gentleman from Oudh 
.contains such a lot of important ma.tters that it will be. a matter of impossibility for 
my humble self to traverse over that vast region, but whatever may be the difficulty 

.· which one may experience with regard to that I cannot help bringing to your notice 
three important matters conta.u1ed in that resolution, namely with regard to the 
Educational Service, the necessity of establishing Military Colleges and. also equally 

. the necessity of admitting us, natives of India, to the Volunteer corps of India. With 
·.· ·regaFd to the first point, namely the Educational Services, I am going to bring to 
your notice a fact which I .am sure will legitimately rouse in your breast a national 

- enthusiasm, ~eca.use that if! one upon which the whole of India has been stirred with 
·,a, legitimate pride. I mean the success, wonderful success of Mr. Paranjpye as the 
. ,Senior Wrangler of the Cambridge University (cheers). In the face of this important 
' fact of which weare pleased to be proud is there any responsible administratfJr of this 

Empire'whci will deny the educated sons of this Empire places'and posts in the higher 
· ~educational service ~four motherland (hear, hear)? With regard to the second fact, 
. -~ominga.s 1 do from the most·hnporta.nt Southern Native Sta.te of Travancore and 
'·possessing a.s I do the legitimate pride for .the Indian princes, I have a right, Sir, 

·. to draw the attention of this National Congress and through it the attention of the 
·Government of Indi&, and the G()vernment of England with regard to the absolute 
necessity fot establishing colleges intended for the mnitary education of the children 

· of our :na.tive princes a.nd the representa.tives of our noble landed gentry (cheers) 
0 ':who are in fact, the pillar of eur country .(cheer&), Gentlemen, our loyalty has not 
'.:been questioned.'. Loyalty is a matter .of instinct with us. Hindus have ever been 
~known for loyalty, and I m3.y assure you, Sir, that of all the parts of the Empire of 
· Her Majesty the Queen if there is one p1ort which will be ready to render all services 

·.·,by sending all her persons with thier brea.sts forward to die in honor of Her ;Majesty's 
; · . prestige and glory it is the people o1 India and India alone ( clteeJ-s). Well, when such 
: is the fact, I want to know that peculiar process of logic by means of which we are 
. ·denied the priv1lege of being admitted to the Volunteer Corps. I want to know that. 

Mark' you, there is a funny thing about the story. If I go by the name of S. K. Nait<, 
which is my real name, on the ground of my being a poor nati\·i! of India I am kicked 

' -.' ... . ' 

Om11lbu•• -
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~wti oilt; but if I go by the hame o'f John or.Fernande:& arid•. :Put on a. bat and a. pair of' 
n.,;., Wellington boots, I am at once admitted into the Volunteer ·Corps (Laughter). Wonderful· 

.tHollaib~~L ' things t There is the lesson of natural history that I have learnt from ·stage to cater·' 
Jlr:-8. K. pillar, and from caterpillar to b~tterfl.y, In the same way I understand we have to pass ' 
· ,.air. through these stages-from Nair to John, John to Fernandez, and from· Fernandez to-. 
. : - D'Netto, in order that we may become Volunteers in the Indian Corps. This is the dis· 
B:~~?- . graceful part of the story. While such is the case I think •. this is an important. Reso· 

XIV. . lutionand taking ir.to consideration the mon.strous gong in front ()f the President, I 
think you will give this Resolution your unanimous vote and pass it unanimously and . 
consider it as one of the most important resolutions passed this year, '• , , ' · 

·SAYED ALI 0USAT (Oud/1) :-LADIES .A.ND. GENTLEMJI:N-I heartily supi?ort the·· 
omnibus Resolution put forward by the mover. .· . . . \ .' : · · . · ·. . .• · ', 

BABU K.RISHNA BALDE() VARMA. (011dh) .supported the Resolution in an Hindi: 
· speech. . · 1 . , 

THE PRESJDENT:-Before putting the Resolution- to the vote' I should like to l"ead.. 
the whole Resolution as it has bef>n amended, as I do not think it has been read before· 

. : - • . : .1 
tpe Congress. . · · . · • · . . · . . 

Resolution XIV. -(i) That this Congress concurs with previous Congresses in strong-, 
lyadvoeating- . , :. .· . , , ; ; 

(a) ·A modification of the rules under the Arms Act so as to make them equally 1 

applicable to all residents in, or visitors to, India, without distinction of creed, :caste·: 
• or colour; tc ensure the liberal concession of licenses wherever wild ttnimals .habit- ( 

ually destroy human life, cattle or crops; and to make all licenses granted under the:· 
revised rules of life-long tenure, revocable only on proof of misuse, and valid through-· · 
out the Provincial jurisdiction in which they are issued. . · · ', . 

' . • ·- '. , - . . • : ·-- .. 4' . 

(b) The establishment of Military College~ in India, at which natives of India, as 
. defined by Statute, may be educated and trained for a military career as Commis, 
ioned or non-Commissioned officers (according to capacity and qualifications) ill. th~ 
Indian Army. . · ;; 

(c) The authorizing and stimulating of a widespread system of volunteering;· such 
as obtains in Great Britain, amongst the people of India. 

(d) The discontinuance of tbe grant of exchange· compensation allowance to the· 
non~domiciled European and Eurasian employes of Government. . '/. . .,1 

.,, 

(e) ~he establishment of a High Court o:C Judicature in the Punjab. -•. 
(ii) That this Congress, concurring with previous Congresses, records its. 

protest-- · ·. ··• · , , 
(a)· Against the scheme of re-organisation of the Ed~catio~al Service which· has. 

received the sanctiou of the Secretary of State, as being calculated to exclude natives. 
of India; even those who have been educated in England, from the superior grade or· · 
the Educational Service to which they have hitherto been, admitted, advocating . that .: 
the scheme may be so recast as to afford fa<;ilities for the ~tdmission of Indian gradQ.-" 
a'tes to the superior grade of the Educational Service. · . \ • . . . ' , · · 

(IJ) Against the present rate of the Salt Tax, which produces grea.t hardship to 1 
the poorest classes of the country, a hardship which renders it incumbent upon the i 
Government to take the earliest opportunity to restore the duty to its level of 1888. \ 

(c) Against the retrograde policy of the Governmentof India in nominating al 
gentleman for the Central Provinces to the Supreme, Council without asking local' 
bodies to make recomm_endations for such nomination, entertaining the earnest hope; 
that the Government w1ll be pleased to take early steps to give to the Central Provin•l 
ces the same kind of representation that it bas already granted to. Bengal, Madras' 
Bombay and the North-Western Provinces . ' · f • . . - l 

· · · ' (d) Against the labour laws of Assam, t•iz., the Inland Emigration Act I of1882 as-
amended by Act VII of 1893. · ' · 

(iii) This Congress, conc~rring with previous Congresses, e;xpresses its
conviction-

\ 
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, (a} That1 ha.ving regard •to the opinion of the Jury Commission as to the sucl'ess 

of the system of trial by ~ury; and also the fact that with the progress of eduCiltion, a 
. sufficient number of educated persons is available in all parts of the country, the sys
tem of trial by jury should be extended to districts and offences to which at present it 
does not apply, and that the verdicts of the juries should be final. 

. . · (b) That this Congress is of opinion that it is desirable in the interests of the 
people of this country that the Criminal Procedure Code should be so amended as to 
confe:t upon accused persons, who are natives of India, the right of claiming, in trials 
by jury before the High Court, and in trials with the aid oi assessors, that not less 
than half the. number of the jury or of the assessors shall be natives of India. 

;., (c) -· That the action of the Forest Department, under the rules framed by the 
different Provincial Governtnen:ts, prejudicially affects the inhabitants of the rural 
parts of the country by subjecting them to the annoyance and oppression of Forest 
subordinates in various ways; and these rules should be amended in the interest of 
the people. . r · · 

(d)- That the minimum income assessable under the Income Tax Act be raised 
from five hundred to one thousand Rupees . 

. '' · (e} That_ no satisfactory solution of the question of the employment of natives of 
India. in the Indian Civil Seryices is possible, unless effect is given to the resolution of 
the Housa of Commons of .Tune 1893 in favour of boldini the Competitive examination 
foil the Indian Civil Services simultaneously in India and England. 

The Resolution was carried. unanimously. 

MR. RAMACHANDRA Pn.LAI (Madms) said:_:_ 

. MR. PRESIDENT, F~W-DELEGATES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,-In deference 
to the Presidential -mandate, I appea.:r: before you to move the Resolution No. 15 on 
the programme. Before so doing I have great pleasure to convey to you as President of 
this Congress and this Congress here assembled a message from a friend of the 
Congress, Mr. Seymour Keay, formerly Member of Parliament, in, which he regrets 
a.t being unable to attend :this ·Congress, but at the same time he wishes success to 
the Congress. The Resolution that I am asked to move runs thus:-

Resolttti.on XV.-'l'hat this Congress is of opinion that the Government of India 
Notification of 25th June 1891,in the Foreign Department, gagging the press in terri to· 
ries under British administration in Native States, is retrogade, arbitrary and mts

. cbievous in its nature; and opposed to sound statesmanship and to the liberty of the 
people, and ought to be cancelled. 

Gentlemen, I am sorry I am not able to read out to you the Government noti
fication herein referred to, because I have not got it. Besides I did not expect that 
I would be called upon to move this resolution. You will remember that this Resolu
tion was considered so important that it was moved from the Chair last time. But 
tlie President has a~ked me to move it, because he is not quite sure of the contents 
of the notification.· I may tell you, gentlemen, that the notification refe!"red to here 
was passed, I believe, on the recommendation of Sir Lapel Griffin, the then Political 
Agent at Indore in consequence of certain articles that appeared in a newspaper 
oonducted by a Bengali gentleman. Of course the public were quite satisfied that 
what was reported in tbat paper was quite ocorrect; but Sir Lepel Griffin thought 
otherwise and on his recommendation the Government of India to pM<S this notifica· 
tion by which the press in Native States was actually gagged. The Government 
thought that by reason of this solitary instance the Press in all Native States of 
India should be gagged.· This is certainly a most monstrous procedure. The result 
is that there is no respectable newspaper in any Native State which the people 
would care to read. Th!lre are 2nd & i:lrd rate papers issued weekly or bi-weekly 
a.nd printed in Madras, Bombay and elsewhere, and circulated in Native States, and also 
in Hyderabad (Deccan) of which tqe Nizam i; the ruler. It would be very necessary 
both in the interests· of the Nizam 's Government and the Imperial Government that 
there should .be a well conducted paper informing both the Government of India 
a._nd His Highness the Nizam of what is actually going on in the country. Gentlemen, 

Omnihua. 
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Fourtll this notificati~u affects not simply the Native States but the' British administration 
~ in those Native States. Now you know the British administration of Native States 

Gagging the 
l're•• in the 
•. Mativ• 

States, 
-~ 

is subject to the same regulation and laws as the other parts of India, and it is there
fore very anamolous that a Politic10l Agent there has the power to stop a paper at 
his whim a.nd pleasure, and to issue a.n order for the removal of the Editor bag and · 
baggage within 2! hours, and the Editor could not put his foot again without the 
Political Agent's special permission. Gentlemen, this is done without the unfortunate 
Editor being given a.n opportunity of being heard; and added to this, he is also liable 
to be prosecuted for libel; and practically the unfortunate mali is condemned twice 

• for the· same offence. I therefore think that this resolution is important enough 
to need no further remarks or preface from me, and I therefore ask that this 

Mr. Ma-. 
l1eshwar 
Prasad. 

rGagging the 
.Preso in the 

Native 
St;atea. 

p.roposition be carried unanimously (chet-'1"8.) , . . . , ' ; ' , 
MR. :MAHESHWAR PRASAD (Allahabad):- ' · · · · "., ,. ·. 

'\ ' . -., - ·, . 
Mr. PRESIDENT, .FELLOW-DELEGATES, LADIES AND GEN'l'LEMEN:-Theresolution 

which I have the honour to second asks the Government to cancel its notification which 
was passed on the 25th June 1891. That notiftca.tion runs as follows:-:-~'Whereas 
some misapprehension has hitherto existed as to the regulations in force in 'territory 
under the administration of the Governor-General in Council. but' beyond the limits 

RESOLU- of British India. with reference to newspapers published •within such ten-itory, the 
TJON. Governor-General in Council has been pleased to makS the following .order:-•No 

XV. . . 
newspaper or otherprinted.work whether periodical or other containing public news 
o~; comments on public news shall without the written permission for the time. being 
in force of the Political Agent be edited,· printed or published on or after the lst .. Au
gust 1891 in any local area administered by the Governor-General in Council but not 
forming part of the British India.. ·· 1f after the day aforesaid any person shall with
out such permission aforesaid edit, print or publish any such newspaper or other 
work as aforesaid, in any such local area as aforesaid; the Political Agent may by ~ .. 
order in writing require him to leave such local area. within seven days fro.tn the date 
of such order, a.ud prohibit ·him from entering sucli local area without a written·· 
permission of the Political Agent.· If after any such order as is mentioned in th~ last 
foregoing paragraph be disobeys, the offender shall be liable to forcible expulsion 
from such loCal area in pursuance of an order to be made in writing by the Political . ' 

Agent." 

' Gentlemen, it is a matter for regret that although we, bav~ been pas~ing thi~ 
resolution year after year in Congress assembled, the Government has not been· 
pleased to accept our recommendation and cancel thisN otification from it.s Order Book.· 
The only source of our information about the doings of Polit~cal Agents in Nativ• 

. States, Political Agents who generally play a.n important part in the administration 
of these States, who have not in certain cases, as you all know, very rightly used their · 
f,ower but have sometimes abused their power,· are· well-conducted newspapers in 
those SLates, but the existence of this Notification in the Government Order Book has 
led to the suppression of all public expression of incidents or public criticism of. 
matters that pass and happen in those Native States.·. Gentlemen, it is too late in. the 
day now to sing the praises of free speech in matters of good administration and good 
Go\·ernment of any country. The effect of this Notification bas been that it has given . 
authority to a. man to allow any newspaper or any periodical to be published or t<t 
stop it at his own whim and pleasure without assigning any cause or reason for it. 
If a. man who has been ordered to do away with or stop his writing any article· in a 
newspaper or edit and publish any newspaper or periodical does not carry out that 
order, the result is that he is ordered to be deported from the State and if he does 
not go away, then physical force is to be applied to shun him away 'from that State 

·, Gentlemen,. this is a shameful thin~, and the regret is that the tendency to suppressing 
and preventmg p~rsons from takmg part and giving expression to their opinions 
on 1~atters of pohcy and matters of administration not only in British India but in 
~at1v~ ~tates 1~ not to be found oilly in Native States but sometimes is gaining ground 
1,u Bnt1sh lnd1~. Some o~ you may remember the Press Committees as they are 
ca.lled, or Press censorship, that has beeu introduced iu the Bombay Presidency. 
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-think that the sooner this Notification is done away with and is cancelled from the Fourrlr 
•01·der Book of the Government, the bettedt is for the country. ·Da;r. 

• First of aU you find that this power is given to a man who may abuse this· 
power, and there is no check upon him. Gentlemen, political agents, however wise 
however shrewd, and however intelligent they· may be, are not one of the people• 
inhabiting the native states, and they are therefore not expected to undel"Stand the RE~OLU
feelings of the' people among whom they are _placed; and then, gentlemen, also . 'l'iov~· 
taking into consideration the intrigues and mal-practices that hold sway in many 

Gn~~ing tl1e p,.,... in Lhe 
Nath·e 
Btatee. 

Native States, it is certainly a matter of very great importance that newspapers 
.should be allowed to be published, and that the public should be allowed to freely 
criticize and express its views and sentiments on the questions of the day. One 

.other rea~on is that even taking for granted that these political agents will not and 

.do not abuse their powers, even then, ta~ng into consideration or supposing that 
the administration of a Native State is very good and is perfect, even then I say, 
the advantage which, will be derived from a free press is very great. Gentlemen, 
With these observations I beg to support the resolution that the Notification of the 

.25th June 1891 be cancelled from the Order Book of the Government.((cheers)) 
The resolution was carried unanimouslY. . . ' 
BABUTRALOKYA NATH PAL (Bengal).-Mr. President, Brother-delegates, Ladies Babu Tra-

,and Gentlemen, I have been asked to move a resolution which is of practical lokyaNath 
·. importance in this country. The resolution runs thus: · Pal. 

Resolution XVI.-Tbat this Congress places on record its deep conviction that the Tcohnical 
·system of technical education now in vogue is_ inadequate and unsatisfactory, and educa~iou. 
prays that, having regard to the poverty of the people and the decline of indigenous in- RESOLU· 

. dustries, the Government will introduce a more elaborate and efficient scheme of tech- ~~f.· 
nical instruction, and set apart more funds for a more seccessful working of the same. 
And this Congress desires to express its grateful appreciation of the patriotic and mu-
nificent gift of Mr. 'rata for the promotion of higher scientific education and research. 

(A vo!cef1"0m the Bengal Delegates "That i-~ not the resolution. We would not ltave the
. cddition now made.) That part has been recently added. (A. voice of "No, no, it was not 
.inserted. in the Su"bjects Ocmmittee.) With the permission of the distinguished President I 
shall rea.d over this portion. It is only a grateful appreciation of the magnificent 
gift made by Mr. Tata. It is not the scheme. (A voice from Bengal Delegates:
_.•we too•.tld. not ltave that.") Only it is his name and not his scheme (a voice:-" You 
w~ay say t!~at in your speech''). 

· (At this stage the President called the meeting to order and said:-) I 
think, gentlemen, you are quite right in saying that the last portion was not 
resolved upon in the Business Committee; but a great man)!" alterations are 
made verbally and otherwise before the resolutions are put before this Congress, 
and following that procedure arid following the spirit of the resolution passed last . 

. year, this alteration . has bt~en decided upon. (A. voice from Bengal delegcttes :
-"That -is not a procedu1·e wltich is in orde1·.'') This has been decided by those who 
.have been consulted, and placed before the Congress. The Congress has the power 
-either to accept it as placed before it or reject it (ltea1·, hear). I have only to explain, 
_as my friend Mr. P!ll has explained, that the latter clause is only an illustration 
.. of the principal which we ha'l"e all enthusiastically received every year and which 
we all enthusiastically recorded- every year. We ask for technical education, we 

.always pra.y for technical education, and facilities for research. We always pray for 
·facilities for higher education and industrial improvement. This is an instance in 
which one of our countrymen, a noble hearted country, a gentleman of the highest 

. reputation the highest rank and respectability and the highest patriotism (cheers) 
has come forward and given 30 lakbs of rupees for founding an institution which we 
ha,'e been praying the Government yeat· after year to found. Therefore, it has been 
~bought proper and desirable as a corrolary to this proposition to add ~h~t portion, 

,and I am perfectly convinced that I convey the sense not only of the ma]or1ty of the 
-deleo-ates but of every one here assembled (cl!ee1·s) that the resolution which has been 
mov:d,.as it has been altered, will be canied not only unanimously but with acclamation. 
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' ' .· . ' 

(Three cheers to Mr. Tats. were proposed ~~d carried "midst ayc~amation.) > ·; 
. 'I • ' ~ • . . .' 

Mr. Pal, continuing said:-This re11olution deals with a. subjecfhvhichil!l cf.pra.c,, 
tical importance to us all. It deals in fact with the bread question ot>f. th~ ·Indian 
masses. Technical educations is a. thing which '\Ve all ought to endeavour to intro
duce. into this country in a regular'and systematic manner, .. The Government as well 

;:~::::_ as the people of this country ought to combiti~ together to promote the interests of 
the technical education; Now, gentlemen; it haS '!Jeen my happy fortune to speak before x::g;:u· you on this important. subject, and I come from a· dis~ict in 'which. the technical 

XVI. education has been introduced in a very hnperfect manner. I mean the district of 
.. Midnapur where there is but one Technical Institution. ~nd thatis supportedby loca! 
.subscriptions, and only but partially by aid from .local bodies .. ' Now, as you. know, 

· this district has many· important industries, first of all th' industry {)f. muBlin . o~ 
fine mat.,, besides bell metal industry ot' Karar vUlage of MidniJ,pur and &ilk manufac3 
ture of Ghatal, a sub-division of tlmt. District. ·.Now, _'gentlemen,. in ·foriner tim!ls 
these industries were carried. on in ai; very satisfactory manner, but .no-w·a:days 
.they have fallen intQ disuse, and perhaps in a few years they may ~i!l out ... Such if! 
the condition, perhaps all over_Bengal, as m!J.y be illustrated l:y the. fact that the in· 
qustries of Dacca Muslin h'a.s in a manner been killed out.·. Sir, these are not the only· 

· instances in which local industries have been goingol!t but 8.11 over Indi& such is the 
fate of indigenous industries and arts. It is a satisfactory thing that_ the Congress has 

' 'emphaticall;y supported the resoiution on previous occasions regarding Technica.l Edu· . 
cation for the Indian people. I may here mention that in Bengal in Rajshahi a techni: 
cal institute called the Diamond Jubilee Technical School has been opened through the . 
cooperation of the local zemindars, and with t4e aid of able and ·energetic secretary · 
Babu Apkari Kumara Mobitra. . These art but indications on the part ot the, people : 
of Bengal that they have been endeavouring to promote this most important branch · .• 
of their education. · Now in the Province of the Pan jab 1· have come to. know that: 
. there is a. society 'for the promotion of the interests of indigenous products o:t the .. 
country. . In the same way there is one Institute iii Bombay called the Technical 

. Institute of Bombay and there is another in the Madras Presidency and alsJ. some 
sympathetic societyinPoona. ··These are but slight indications of the· people's desire 
that the Technical Education has become a desideratum in this Indian Empire., .Now, . 
along with these, we ought to have the co-opera tlon ·of the Government. Gentlemen, 
you know that in 1884 that illustrious Viceroy Lord Ripon expressed a strong desire i~. 
support of such a scheme, and then in 1888 the Secretary of State for India also advo. 
cated the cause of Technical Education in a despatch , and then lastly; at the present 
moment we have the Government of Lord .Curzon who has given a practical shape to 
the utt,er~ces of the previous authorities by making a donation of Rs. !lOOO~ to. the 
Rajshahi Techntcal Institute. Under a sympathetic Viceroy ,like Lord Curzon .we 
expect that this Resolution will be carded into effect by the Government .of India, 
and that we willlmve the co-operation and support of our countrymen. · It is indis- · 
pensably necessary in tl1ese days of poverty and famine. that such education should-, 
be taken up by our countrymen ~th the aitl. of Government. , With these words I beg to· · 
.place before you the Resoluti()nand I hope that it will becarriedunanimoJisly (che~rs.). 

MUNSHl BALDEO PERSHAD (Ba?·eilly) supported the proposition in an Urdu speech. · 
THE PRESIDENT-A little Slip has been-put in my hands written in pencif) in which 

over the signatures of K. Mitra and Rash Behari Lal these words are written w:,· 
"that the new addition be omitted". I suppose it is meant for' an amendment.!, As 
the addition was put in without'giving previous notice, I will, of .course hllow the· 
amendment to be moved.· The amendment as far as I see, is that the addition in 
reference to Mr. Tata be omitted. , · . 

.An Amen-· MR. K. MITRA in moving the amendment said :-MR. PREsiDENT AND GENTLE-
dment. MEN :-I have not the legal objection to vow a vote of thanks to MJ:,. Tata.for his ma!mi· 

ftcentgift, but my objection is to the scheme. Therefore without giving -~Y rea~on 
whatever I move this amendment, viz., "That the words newly added"' be omitted. 
'I'be ~o~ds are :-";t'h~s Con?'ress desires to express its grateful appreciation of the 
patnot!C and mumfiCJent g1ft of Mr. Tata for the promotion of higher scientific. 
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education and research." :I propose that this addition be omitted:from this resolu-
tio~' ,( wicet. o( .. no, "no). , 
. .·· ,Mi, ]:tAs~. BEHAIU, LAL:-I beg to second the amendment. Sir, my reason 
¥' that this matterwas not considered in the Subjects Committee and that there was 
no talk of \t whatever. {A voice, "there was"). At least I did not know there was a. 
talk. · Theref()re l beg to second Mr. Mitra's amendment. 
. THE PltESIDE~:r :-.1 do not think it necessary to dicuss this. Those who are in 
favour of tJ!,e original motion will raise their hands (Gries of "All" "All"). Those who 
are against will !LlSO raise up their hands (there was only one who raised his hand). 
· TPe'P:.:esident declared the Resolution ·carried. 

'fa:EPB.ESIDENT:-. It has befallen me to put the next Resolution from theChair. 
The Resolutioi!.. :runs thus:-

- '' • .-~- -~·-' )' '- -_.1 ' ' • ' 

Resolution. XVI~.-That this. Congress, while thanking the Government for grant· 
ing the boon of a Legislative Council to the Punjab, places on record its regret that 
they have not extended to the Councillors the right of interpellation, and to the people 
the right of recommending Councillors for nomination, such as are enjoyed by the 
Councillor~ .. and the people in the other· provinces. _ · 

. You.are already familiar with this question, familiar with the reasons which were 
"'rged .. at the. previous Congress. Therefore without taking more of your time, I 
will putit to the Vote. 

. , ~he Resolution was carried unanimously. 
PRESIDENT :-I move the next Resolution which runs as follows:-
Reso!utionXVJII.-' That this Congress is of opinioQ. that so long as Berar is ad

ministered by the Governor General in Council all laws and orders,. having the force 
of law, intended for Berar, should be enacted by the Supreme Legislative <;Jouncil 
in the same way as those for British India proper. 

· This also was before you on the last occasion, and it is therefore needless for me 
to go into'the.reasons for it. · · 

'fhe Resolu.tion ·was carried unanimously. . 

THE :PRESIDENT :-The ~esolution No. XIX is in these terms. 
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Resolution XIX~That the adoption of measures against the Plague being a Expenditure 

matter. of imperial concern and recognised as such, this Congre,;s is of opinion that a'd':..f~r,;r::. 
the expenditure incurred in connection therewith should be borne by the Govern- tion. 

· D!ent and not charged to the funds of the local bodies. ' RESOLU. 

· The .reasons for this Resolution are well known to you and I will therefore · ~gf.· 
j:nerely put it to the Vote~. · 

The Resolution was carried unan!mously. 
THE.PRESIDENT :-Then comes tlie next Resolution. 

' . 
Resolution XX._;_That ·this Congress again expresses its full and unabated 

confidence in Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji as the representative of the people of India, and 
hopes that he .will be're-electedby his old, constituency of Central.Finsbury or any 
other ,Liberal ,!JOnstituency. , .. 

I have no d~ub1fyou will pass this with acclamation. The Resolution was carried. 
by acclamation: • . , . ,· , · · . 

Three hearty cheers were given for Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji. 
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TJJE PRESIDENT:-The last Resolution which I have the honour to move is No. XX. Election of 
· b General and 

Resolution ,XXl-That this Congress re-appoints Mr. A. 0. Hume, C. B., to e Joint Geuer· 
General Secretary, .and Mr. D. E. ·watcha to be Joint General Secretary for the a! Secretary. 

ensuing year, ' · 
The inlmti:on of the names of Mr. Bume and Mr. Wacha evoked enthusiastic 

cheering.· · · ' 

THE PRESIDENT :-
.There is one more Resolution which was passed by the Subject's Committee last 

:night, but which I do not find on the Subjects paper, showing that in the hurry of 
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·business a good deal of mistakes is made in the printing of these papers, and a great 
deal of caution is necessary on our part to make the c<1rrections before the paper is 
put into your hands. The Resolution passed by the Subject's Committee somehow 
escaped our notice. That paper on•which it was written was lost. Fot the last tw<t 

. hours I ha.ve been searching for this, but I have not found it. Those who were pte
sent at the last night's meeting of the Subjects Committeo will say that such a Reso-
lution was passed. I now produce it from memory.: It is~ ae follows~--· · 

"That an Agency be appointed in England for the purpose of organising,· in con- · 
cert with the British Committee of the Congress, public meetings for the dissemina- · 

. tion of information on Indian Subjects a,nd that funds be raised for that purpose.'' ' .· 
I will ask my friend Mr. Surendranath Bannerji to move this Resolution (cheers). 
HoN'BLE BABU SURENDRANATH BANNERJI (Calcutta), who was received witb loud 

cheers, said:- . . . e :. . . . 

I have the honor to move the Resolution which has just been read· out by the 
President. I will not read it again. .It is unnecessary to do so; but; Sir, before I 
proceed with the Resolution it is necessary to clear my ground to. make a few obser
vations with a view to guard against any misconception which the circumstances o! 
the case might suggest. It ls not for one moment to be supposed that we desire to 
suppress or in any way interfere with or encroach ·upon the function& of the British 
Committee of the National Congress (hear, hear). Sir, our feelings towards that 
Committee and its respected head Sir William Wedderburn (cheers) are feelings of 
respect, gratitude and admiration for the manifold services which they have rendered 
to us for the last 12 years or more. We ru:e incapable, in Congress assembled,· of 
passing any Resolution which would in any way interefere with those responsible 
duties that we have entrusted them with. That is not the scope of this Resolution at all 
Sir, if it 'were the scope of the Resolution, l for my part would be no party to it ; and 
that that is not the scope of this Resolution will be further apparent from the fact .that 
our respected President, Mr. Dutt, has undertaken to supervise and control the work 
of the agency for the coming year (cheers). The 'British Committee of the National Con
gress will bring questions before Parliament and assist in the organistation work 
referred to in this Resolution. This agency will be supplemental to it, will help it, will be 
a sort of administering angel to the British Committee. Sir, it is a matter of the first 
importance, the work to which reference is made in this resohtion. It is a matter of the 
utmost necessity, that we should from year to year, if possible, send deputations to 
England with a view to address the electors. ·When I was in England in 1890 with 
my friend Mr. M11-dholkar, we were asked ia the different centres which we visited to 
come back again, and to repeat those deputations from year to year (cheers)'. We 
were not able to do it .. These deputations were given up •.. In 1897 I addressed some 
meetings. Mr. A. M. Bose (clteers) addressed some meeting11 in 1898. What is now 
proposed is to reduce this work to a system by the appointment of an agency like this · · 
and Sir, I cannot exaggerate the importance of this work .. You hold these meetings · 
here from year to year. You spend large sums of money, but your voice will be like 
that of one crying in the wilderness ; unles§ and until· the cry that you utter here is 
repeated from the platforms of the British meetings, through the columns of British 
newspapers, and ·from the floor of the House of Commons (cheers). Our agitation 
here JIIUSt be supplemented to the agitation in England. It is not enough for us to hold 
this demonstration once a year. It is necessary, if possible, to send deputations to Eng
land evflry year. Sir, speaking of the British public lwilL say this; vi2.1 that Indian 
Gentlemen addressing British audiences cannot find more sympathetic listeners to 
their grie•·ances a1iywhere in tbe world (l!etl1'1 lwa1·). I have studied the En.,.lish chara.o-, 

0 . 
ter such as that character in all its strength and in all its weakness, and I will say th3.t: if 
an appeal is made to their instinct of justice and freedom such an 1/.ppealis bound to meet 
with the warmest response (cheer.~). The greatest reforms of this century have all been 
brought a bout by direct appeals to the British people. What has brouo-ht the home rule 

"'· within the range of practical politics? I may say the Irish people held meetings in Dub~ 
lin and elsewhere, but it was not until the agitation was transferred from lrelan4 to 
Engla)ld a ud Scotland and me~tings on the question held allove:r the towns of the United 
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Kingdom and of England Scotland that the conscienc.e of England was rouse<l tu du that 
measures of justice toward the Irish people to which•they are entitled. We must follow 
the same methods, and Sir, if we are to follow the same methods money is needed for the 
purpose.· You must come out with your subscriptions. Sir, there is something 
peculiarly appropriate in my making this appeal for funds. I am a Brahman. By 
instinct, by tradition, by association, I am a beggar (lauglltel'). The hereditary 
oqualit;ies which are in me have been perfected by practice. (laugTttel'). I haYe been 
here upon this platform more than once appealing to you for funds, and now I extend 
my Hrahminical hand in order that you may come forward with money, bard ca~;h 
not the plaudits with which you greet my speeches, hard cash in ordet• that we may 
be able to s~art this agency at once. How many are you'here-two to three thousand? 
·('.1. voice of "more''. The more, the better. Well, is it difficult to raise ten or fifteen 
thousa.nd rupees amongst us just now at the present. moment? I made an appeal 
to B. great meeting of the Congress and a sum of Rs. 60,000 was subscribed· 
-on the spot.· Is it to be said now that our enthusiasm is on the wane, that the men 
of 1899 are not the men of 1889, that instead of our feelings of patriotism being 
;accentuated, being strengthened, and deepened these feelings are on the wane! 
I hope and trust not, I hope that the early fervour and the early enthusiasm which 
.:animated us in the early days of the Congress have not been spent, and that we are 
,ltnimated by that fervour and enthusiasm and that under its impulse-over whelm· 
· ing ·impulse we are capable of making .those sacrifices which the interests, the 
-supreme interests of the country, demand (cl!ee1'1). ·Come forward with your 
,aubscriptions.' Act like men before God and Mau. It is no use recording resolu· 
tions. You must reduce speech into action. The charge that you bring against 
the Government of this country is that it makes promises which it never redeems. 

"The charge that is. brought against you is that you talk big, but that your actions are 
inCommensurate with your profession. Disprove that charge; prove yourself 
worthy of this great National movement. There is no royal road to the attainment 
of political liberty. You· must pay the price. Fortunate you are that you are under 

'a. Government so benign that a heavy price of blood has not to be paid. Pay therefore 
the price of money and thank God that this is the only price which you are called 
upon to pay. Il you do not pay that price, then I will say this.-"Dissolve this 

··Congress, go back to your homes (c-ries of" no, no"). Don't talk of ~ational move· 
, miomt, be helots that you are, and that you will always be, unless and until you have 
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learnt the noble lesson of self-sacrifice. Come forward with your subscriptions .. 
· Let. each man subscribe what he can, and when you have set an example in that 
· -direction, then and only then you will have established your claim to that political 
I' -enfranchisement towards which out·. hopes and aspirations are directed. I have 
:. ·w announce that Mr. Mudolkar bas subscribed Rs. 50 (cheel·s). 
I · - More . subscriptions and promises of subscription poured in. About Rs. 
f. ·a;ooo-0-0 were subscribed on the spot. . · 
~ · ' THE PRESIDENT :-This Resolution requires no seconding. My friend's Bn~bmini
.c~l hand has already achieved the work for which it was stretched, but at the same 
time Mr. Wacha and Miss Garland want to say a few words on behalf of the British 
Committee, and I request you to give them a short hea1·ing . 

. MR. D. E. WACHA (Bmnbay) :-Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,-This Resolution 
requires no seconding.· It has already been carried by acclamation. Here is tha 
·eviden<lil ·of it (alluding to the subscription. being received). I simply second it 
formally, and I have the greatest pleasure in doing so. No good work can be bettar 
-don~ than this and it will repay a hundredfold (chcel's). 

, · Miss GARLAND, who was received with loud cheers, said:-
. , MR. CHAlRMAN,LADIES AND GE!:l! TLEMEN,! have the very greatest pleasure in sup
porting this Resolution. We all recognise that the British Committee bas done its very 

:best to spread enlightenment and knowledge about Indian affairs among the electors of 
•Great Britain and Ireland, but at the same time we have been ,-ery ·mueh limited. 
i,One thing is we are in want of funds and another thing is. we can only get English 
i:spealrei-s t~ address meetings. If we get sud1 speakers a,; I ha\·e heard at this Con-

21Ii8s 
Garhmd. 



Foull'tfl 
Da, ... .-Miss 

Qarla~d, 

Appoint
.. ent of an 

Englislh 
Agency •. --

RESOLU
TION. 
XXII. -·· 

gressand if we can get them confronted with large audiences in England, the ~esult; is, 
bound to be good, and in the highest degl'ee beneficial(cheers)., We all know that thi!J.' · 
is going to be a very important year for Inclia aswellas for England vrn the one that l<~.: 
to come. In aU probability we shall be saYing a general election within 12 or 18 months at' 
the most, and if during that election or befot·e that electiull we can have Indian affairs. -
brought prominently before the British constituencies, there is. sure to follow from 
that good results for India. I have another suggestion to :make and that is this ~· · · 
I have only to point out the great good that Mr. Nowroji (cl1ee•·s) has done when be· 
was member for Fins bury to show you how good it would be if you could get othet• · · 
Indian gentlemen to come forward and stand as liberal candidates for English Ol." 

Scotch constituencies (r/ieel's). We want to have some more members for India.,· I: 
think it was suggested last year that we ought to have 15 or so members directly for · 
India, but until that good time arrives I hope you will persuade your President Mr .. 
Dutt or Mr. Bannerji who has just been speaking to you or some others to come for .. 
ward and give a part of their time in our English House of C-ommons. ·Then I think. 
you will get such a bearing for Indian affairs that nobody can possibly resist you and, 
you will in return be bound to have reforms sooner than otherwise you. would. As: 
these gentlemen have told you, in order to get those results, you must subscribe: 
money as many of you are doing so liberally, and we look to the subscriptions and not .. 
the number to carry ·out these great reforms. As Mr. Bannerji has said, if you, 
want to be free you must show yourselves worthy of freedom. , We in England have, 
a great' deal to do to urge reforms that we are advocating for ourselves, and if yo~. · 
will show the same amount of activity that an ordinary elector does in England about; 
his own material prosperity you will in time get these reforms. I thank you-this.· 
is the last time that I shall address the Congress-for the hearty welcome you have
given me, and I can assure you that I shall earry away most delightful memories of· . 
this Congress to England. I shall try and induce other Englishmen and women tO' · 
come out from time to time (cheers) and I hope that at some future time I shall be.·' 
able once more to be a member of your Congress (loud cliel!1·s). " .. 

PANDITLAKSHMANPRJ.SAD, supported•this Resolution in an Urdu speech. · 

The Resolution was carried unanimously. • . , , 
Jovitatimo RAI SAHEB LALA .MURLIDHAR (Fmlia/Za) ;-MR. PREsiDENT, BROTHER· DELE-< .. 

for the next GATET, LADIF)s AND GENTLEMEN :-I can ·conceive of no greater happiness thalll , 
meeting of 
ill~ Cone- to bop about like a bird lrom one branch to another of the Congress tree, . to. 

ress. be fed and housed at. other people's expense as I· have been at: Lucknow,, I . 
Rai Saheb wish that the Congress, instead of being a roving Congress. will be . perma- . 
Lala Mur- nently located in Lucknow. · If it cannot be permanently located iu Lucknow .. ;· 

lidhar. and if it is to be a rO\ing Congress, . then : it should go to . Bombay, Madras~ 
Umballa. Amraoti or Poona., or any other town except the Punjab; ):mt if it. is to come·· 

to the Punjab which as my friends say it must go to the Punjab, and if I am asked ta .. ·· 
invite the Congress to the Punjab as I have been. doin:I now (cheers)· then I submit.-
gentlemen, that you ought to be. deterred from going to the Punjab from your for mel". 
experience of the Lahore Congress in 1893. You will not there find such a splendid. 
Panda!. You will not have such palatial residence to live in .. 'You will not be sump- . 
tuously fed and looked after as you have 'beeu in Lucknow, an4 'if you are to go there· 
and partake of the simple fare like Rama who. lived on wild plums at the hands of· 
wild women or li\re Krishna who accepted the hospitality of Sudhama and lived on 
unhusked rice and uncooked food, then you are welcome t-o go to the Punjab .. ····Instead 
of palatial residence, what will you find in the Punjab? Huts not niade of straw ·not 

' made of mud, but made of living tlesh. You will be impri~oned really in the hearts of 
the people of the Punjab and there is no way of escape. You will find it difficult to. 
return from there but if you do safely return from the Punjab, which I hope you will,. 
some of you lll!J.Y try to escape from us, we will follow you to your home!'! and bring 
you back if possible if not the year after the next, at le.ast after a few years hence. 
There is no doubt abont it, and you should not doubt it. I beg to inform you of our -
real position as it stands. v.·.e mustnothideanytbing from yon. We are an unsophls·,, 
ticated class of people. We are not deeply read in. the school of hypocrisy. There· , 
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fore we must tell you one~ more bow our position stands. Our most respected leader, 
and in fact, the head of the eduCIIted community of the Punjab is uufortunatoly now 
not iiJ. thic; land. of sorrow, not in this veil of tears.. Be has been gathered t() his fore
fAthers.,· l mean our late .lamented and respected head of the noble fa mil~·. Sir Dayal 
Singh (cheel·s) whose loso;; is not mourned only over the Punjab but mt•urned through
out India on account of his liberality, on account of his generosity and on account of 
the many loYing acts of whi<:h remembrances remain like the fragrance of flowers in 
theJ'learts of tl1e people of the Punjab, .and whose memory shall eYer be green so long 
as the watet:s of the five river!! How in the land of tho Punjab. Then, gentlemen, 
famine unfortunately stares abroad in the land, and it is hard for the people to rescue 
hundreds and thousands of strangers in the land who are of our own flesh and blood. 
Our ;(lwn co-religionisto if. not actually dying of hunger are living from hand to 
mouth and hardly manage to keep both body and soul togeth('r. We are to fin-\ money 
for saving these miserable creatures from the Clutches of death. The minus of the 
people of the ~11njah have also been unsettled of late on account of the "Punjab Laud 
Aliemition Bili. '' People know not what will be the consequence of such a measure 
which affects e\·ery homestead and·every human being that holds land in the Punjab 
or even does not hold .land in tl1e Punjab. These are the plain circumstances. Then 
what can we, a few petty-fogging, lawyers and petty t1·aders, hardly more than 25, here 
do 1 Although we expect to beg from door to door and raise some mof1ey for the 
hospitable purpose of c. serving our fellow citizens, I hope that whatewr we ~hall 
place before you, simple farR, sumptuous fare good or bad, as it is, you will accept in 
the sa.me spirit as that in which it will be offered to you. May God's blessings rest 
upon you for holding tl1is Congress here, and making it possible for the people of 
the Punjab to come and particiilRte in the hospitality which you have spread unsting
ingly before them and 1:he other people of India. Some may be rich and others may 
be poor and as brothers we are alike, If we happen to be poor it is not our fault. 
Now the Congress tries to raise us also in the scale of nations, and tries to make rich 
of us who are poor, and some day by the grace of God we shall become your equal8 
e:ven in pniut of wealth (cMtrs). • 

·· ·, The speaker then addressed the meeting in Urdu. 
THE PRESIDENT :-Gentlemen, I must announce to you a donation from a Lady 

whose name is Paravati. It is surely a sign that ladies hnve taken an interest in this 
Congress. 

PANDIT BISHAN NARA\"AAN DAR (Lud·nmv) :-

Gentleuien, I have been 'entl·usted ·with the plensant duty of offering on your 
b!)half, on behalf of this whole assembly, in fact on behalf of the millions of my fellow
countrymen whom this great gathering represents, our heartiest and warmest thanks 
to our distinguished President (clleers) for having presided over our deliberations with 
an amount of tact and judgment, ability, moderation and enrnestness rare even in the 
annals of the Indian National Congress (cheers). ~entlemen, I am deeply conseiou" 
of .the honour which my- friendsohave done me by selecting me to perform this rno"t 
pleasing cluty, for I believe that no prilvilegecan be greater than that of being allowed 
to express our sense· of gratitude to our benefactors. Gentlemen, our illustrious 
President is one of the shining band of patriots of whom this country has every reason 
to be proud. He is an ornament of his race and he is the pride of his country 
(!tear, h~ai) . 

. Gentlenwn, it would be superfluous if not impertinent on my part to say anything 
iLbouthis great and rar~ scholarship, his deep erudition or the great and inmluable ser. 
~ces he has rendered to this country or the high position which he occupies in the e~ti
ma.tion not only of his countrymen but also of Englishmen. But this, Sir, you will per
mit me to say, tha' so long as our motherland can produce men of hi"' intellectual 
eminence and moral elevation, her honour and position are secure among the nations 
of the world (c7tcmw). 

Gentlemen, the great function which Mr. R. C. Dutt has performed with such 
tact and ability, and at so much sacrifice of time, money and energy to himself, is the 
~reatest in my humble cpinion that any Indian may be called upon to perform ; and sir, 
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none can ap}lreciate better than those ofu~ WhO have sat on the Subject's Comlili,tl:ee th~ 
immense advantage of his leadership; we have seen with what taCt, with wbat. master· 
ly judgeinnt, with what irresistable charm of sweet'reasonableness he bas reconciled, 
the difference's of some of the most convinced men in our rank and secured upon some 
of tbe most difficult and intricate questions unanimity of opinion without in the least 
curtailing freedom of discussion (l'lieers) • . ,,, .· •,· . ·,.. , '., . '.. .. ,.,, ' ". ''• 

Gentlemen, let us hope and trust that his g~·eat talents and 'his high public spirit 
will find yet a wider field of usefulne$s, and our President of to-day will be a member 
for India to-morrow (clteel's). Sir, on behalf of the citizens of Lucknow, particulariy who 
are under a special obligation to you, and on behalf ofthis whole assembly let me ali!>ure 
you with all the sincerity of sentiment of which I am caj>able that in trying so nobly 
and so patriotically to build up the fabric of political regeneration of India you are 
without doubt building up for yourself .an everlasting monument of undying_gratitude 
in the hearts of the people. With these words I beg to mo\·e a hearty vote of thanks to 
our distinguished President and I trust you will carry. it with acclamation (loua antZ 
1n·olonged clteers). ' ' · · · ., · 

• 
The Resolution was carried amidst loud and enthusiastic chee1·ing and waving 

of handkerchiefs. , " , : ...... 
THE PRESIDENT:-:- • 

Gentlemen, I find it difficult to find words to express my seuse of the gt;eat kind
ness which you have bestowed upon me by passing a. vote with acclamation and by 
showing your good feelings towards me in a way which. cannot be mistaken. It is 
3 months ago, gentlemen; the announcement was first made to me that you had all 
over the country desired and expressed youi· wisl1 that I should on this occasion take 
that chair which has been filled before me by other eminent countrymen of mlll.e and 
other eminent Englishmen with so much ability and with so much success. I said to you 
on the O}>ening day that the first impression I recei\red when I got .this a.qnoilncement , 
was one more of alarm and hesitation than of pleasure, because as you know, gentlemen, 
it has not been exactly in my line to preside at great and magnif!cient gathel'ings 'like 
this. I may say that this is the first occasion that I have the proud privilege of address
ing such a magnificent gathering of my own countrymen. But although I felt a. great 
deal of hesitation and a. great deal of misgiving when the proposal was made to me, still I- -
felt I should not be doing my duty ( ltea1·, hem·) towards my own countrymen if I should -· 
refuse to accept the proposal which you have so kindly extended, to me. _I telt honoured 
that though I wa.s separated from you by thousands of miles, -yon had still tho.ught 
of me from this \·ast distance ~nd that you had selected me to preside on this OCcasion..
Therefore, gentlemen, without much deliberation, with only a slight consultation with 
my respected friend Mr, W. C. Bonuerji q,ud a slight consultation with my respected .. 
friend M:r. Hume, I q,t once permitted the British Committee to wire to yo11, that 
I should, at whatever sacrifice to m·yself, not fail in my· cluty iu· attending on this 
occasion (cheers.) I have tried, gentlemen, t<> pet'forrq, my duty to the best of my, 
ability and though that ability is very poor. ( c•·ies of "no" "no''}, you~: indulgence 
your kindness, your toleration' has .enabled me. to go tliro11gh this. process ,of 
this vast work for these four days. I ha\·e received from every one present here, 
every one who gathered round·me from morning till nine at ni.,.ht ·nothing but kind-
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ness, nothing J?ut kindly suggestions, nothing but help, nothing but loyiU co-opera-
tion, and if I have succeeded to some extent to perform my duty on tllis great, this 
momentous occasion, it is not a little owing to your kindness, to your tole1•ation and 
to yo11r co-operation. Gentlemen, it remains for me to express the sense of my 
obligations and the obligations of all the delegates to' the chairman and, members 
?f th~ Rec~ption Committee (~heer-~), who, have gh·en me a more than princely welcoma 
m th1s prmcely town (three clteel's we1·e given tQ tlte' Reception·. Co111mittee). Of the 
Chairman himself, I need say nothing. He is better known to many of you than to myself 
but I r.an say this. I am not speaking the words of ordinary con\'entionalism when I say 
that on the first evening of my arrival at Lucknow I found that elderly gentleman in a 
feeble state of health c~me to the stat·ion to receive me and when he accompanied me all 
the way from ~he station to the bungalow where I am staying, I must say·that be 
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did so at some risk to himself and I was filled with souwthing more than gratitmle
I was Jilled with affection for that- elderly gentleman. He has performed that duty 
since that time without almost any regard to his own health. He has been in&pired 
by nothing but a sense of duty. When I sometimes mildly reprmtched him for 
over working himself in this feebltJ !State of health, he has alway~; given me the same 
reply, n~mely "God has hlllped me in my duty" (cheers). Gentlemen, the mem bors 
of the Reception Committee have always been attending to us and have always done 

·their very best to make us comfortable. Although we.hllld this Congress iu a year 
· of .exceptional difficulty, in a year when Calcutta is supposed to be plague-stricken ami 
Bombay and Poona are 'supposed to be plague-stricken and delegates coming from 
Bombay, Poona and Calcutta ltre kept at a distance of four· miles from the city still 
the persevering industry of the members of the Reception Uommittee has o\·erridden 
every difficulty and has made us as comfortable . as it was possible for them to do 
( cTwe1·s). l'he Volunteers have betJn constantly in attendance on us ( th,ree cltt't'l'" 

Wln'e 11roposed and given to the JToluntee1·s). .They have been doing their duty at 
a degree of sacrifice which is known only to themselves. They are young men mo&tly 
in different professio!!-S or still pursuing their scholastic career. 'l'bey have thought 
this occasion quite fit when they could keep away from their duty, in order to perforn1 

their services to those men whom the educated people of India have sent to this 
country for the good of this country. In conneetion with this, gentlemen, I must 
not forget to-mention the untiring work of our talented and indefatigable Secretary of 
the Reception .Committee, Mr. Gauga Prasad Varma •( three clteers we;·e given tu 
Mt•, Ganga Pr!!Bu.d Vtn·11w;). Any attempt on my part to introduce him will be perfectly 

· useless. '.You have all .seen the persevering way in which he has worked from day to day, 
from morning till evening, and if all the ar1·angements have been successful, they have 
not been a little owing to the perlievering industry of Mr. Ganga Prasad Varma. 
Lastly, I must say one word in recognition of the artistic beauty of this Pavilion iu 
which we hold our meeting, the credit for which is due to the Engineer Mr. Chandra· 
molmn Roy. If you will allow me to say one or two words to express my own personal 
feelings, I think I must express my personal obligation, to the care and attention 

. shown to me by Mr. A. Nundi who was in charge of myself aud a few ftclegaLes 
.with me. Gentlemen, I shall only conclude by saying that although this is my fir:st 

. attendance at a Congress meeting, and although 1 have had no such experience 
before, still with the CO·Qperation which I have received from the delegates and with 
the kind attention which !.have received from the members, President and &ere· 
ta.ry of the Reception Committee, everything has gone on more smoothly than I 
ever expected· even in my buoyant moments; and for all these I offer my thanks 
ngai.I). tO the President, the Secretary, the members of the Reception Committee 
and the Volunteers. (Loud clteen<). 

It re~ains for me only to announce that this Congress dissolves ancl that the ucxt 
Congress will be held, as we· have learnt from our ldnd friend Mr. Murlidlmr, at 
Lahore. (Loud cheerB ), 

The Congress dissolved with three cheers to Her Majesty the Queen Empress, 
three cheers to the Viceroy, three cheers to Sir Antony MacDonnell, three cheers to 
Mr. A. · 0. Hume, and three cheers to the President of the loth Indian National 
Congress, Mr. R. C. Dutt, · 

~ourth 
/lny. 

Vote ut 
thuu ka lu 
tht;: Hecop· 
tiuu ('om· 

mitLcc. 
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Ze;,;;ndar; 82,. Seeta l!.am 
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titioner ; Harrison .Road. 

Editor, Sanfibani, Pro· 
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At a meet it g of N. M. E. 
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a meeting of Rate Pa.yer,s 
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Kayastha. 

. .. 
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Division held on the 18th 
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at a me~ting of Bengalee 
Christian Conference held 
on 21st December 1~99. 

!' Son them Mr. J. Mookerji 
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• M. E. Division held on 
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Sudgope. 

Bahu Sa.rat Chundra Bose, Hindu Vakil, Burdwan 
n. A., B. L., Member, Kayastha. 
District Board and Local • 
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IJitto . 

... At a publio meet.ing of 
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on the 5th December 
1899. 
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.. .. 
Bose.. 

Babn Baranasi Banerji,B. L., 
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it to. 
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Ditto ... t 

Landholder ; Pleader 

... At a public meeting held 
at Tamluck, on the 15th 
December 1899. 

... At a public meeting of the 
Public Associstiun, held 
on the luth December 
18~9. 

... At a public meeting of the 
Mymensingh Aeoooia
tion. held on the 16tb 
December 1899. 

••• At a public meeting of the 
Mymenaiogh Asaocia· 
tion held on the loth 
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at a public meeting 
held at Sakrail, on the 
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Ditto, 
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... At a public meeting of 
· Fnrreedpur People's As· 

soci•tion, held on the 9th 
December, (2) and also at a 
meeting of Snshid l;abha, 
(3) and also by the M •· 
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ha. 
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Rangpur Rangpur 
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' Babn Satiob Cbaudra 
Chakerbutty, Jt. L., liono
rary l!ecretary, Bo.T Lib· 
rary, Honorary Secre· 
tary, Uniou Club. · 

Hindu 
llrahmin 

Dinaj· 
pur. 

Dinajpur Kumar Saradindn Narayan Hindu 
Roy, n. A. Kayaotha. 

.. .. Habu RakhM Das Sen, B. L. Hindu. 
, Baidya. 

P.nbna Pubna ••• Babu Tarak Nath Moitra, 
B.L. 

Hindu 
Brahmin.· 

" " 
Rampur Rajshahi 

Beau· 
leah. 

Babu Kunj Lall Sho.h. Hindu 
Teli. 

Babu Akslioy KumaT Moit· Hindu 
r&, B. L. Br~hmin. 

• . ' . 

Berh&m· Murshida- Hnn'ble Babn Bai Kauth Hindu 
Ba.idya. pur. bad. .Natb Sen, n. L. 

" .. Babu Haruindra Nat.b Sen,. 
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" 

Ditto. • 
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.-
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_, "_.' 
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' Ditto 
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. 

l· 

. . 
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At a public meeting of the 
Standing C'ongrees Com
mittee, held on t be 15th 
December l S911 .. 

At a general meeting of 
Diuajpur Standing Con· 

. greos Committee, held on 
the 1°th December 1899. 

Ditto •. 

At a public meeting held 
on tue -19th December 
1899. ' 

Ditto. 

At a meeting of the Raj· 
shohi Association, held on 
2nd iustan~. 

At a r•uhlic meet.ing of the 
· Murshidabad Association 

held on the 26th .Novem: 
ber !899 . 

. Ditto. 
B. L., Municipal Commis·\ 
eioner, Joint Secretary, 
M nrshidabad Association. •. 1·-· • _.· 

" " Babn i'lndhangsen Seakber 
Bagchi, Municipal Com• 
missioner, Berhampur. · 

Rindt\ 
Brahmin. 

Zamindar and Silk Merchant 

Bhagal· Bhagal· , Babu Brij Behari Lall ... Hindu •.. Zamiodar, ·. Me.dhopura. · 
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. - . ·' 

. Babn HariDO.S Ghosh . ..-.... , Hindu . 
' . Pleader ·' 

n. r;.· · , · . · · · "";rastba. 
' . . 

Babu Jai Narain Mandai Rind a .... · Za;;,i,;da~: villa~ Ro.niput
ti, P. 0. Madhopura. 

Babu ltr\sh Behari !.all Hindn ... 
Mandai, Honorary Magi.:s· 
trate, Membtr, Di~t.tri.ct 
and Local Board•, · 

Babn Jogendro.Nath Muk· 
erji. 

Hindu 
Brahman. 

Babu Ranja.ni Nath Na.noly, llengalee 
B. L., .Member, District Brft.hmo 
Board, Municipal Com- K11ya.stha. 
missioner, ·r~ppero.. , 

Babn Satyendra 
Basu, M, A. 

Nath Bindn 
Kayastha 

. . 
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Pleader. 

' . 
\ 

Pleader 

' Principal. Viotoria CollPge 
Tippero., • . 

Patna ... Babn Brij Nandan Singh, 
B. L. 
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Kehatriya. 1 

:Ditto. 

At a public meetiog held 
ar. Bhagnlpore on the 
19th December l891l. 
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Ditto. 

Ditto. 

At a public meetin ~ lteld 
at Purnea. on 2nd Decem._ 
ber 1899. 

At a r.nblio meeting held 
at Tippera on the 21st 
December 1899, and. also 
at R meeting of the Jtn.r 
Asso('ia.tion held on the 
15th December 18119. 

Ditto. 

At a pnblio meeting heltl 
em the 6th IJC(Iem ber 
1899. . 
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" " .. " ,. 

" .. 

" " 

" .. 
" 

,, 

' 

.. 
". 

... 
" 

. ,, 

II 

" 
" .. 

~ !~. 
I 
I 

.1 0 

. . 

·' •• 

" 

.. 
" 

, .. 
" 

. 

Babn Anauda 
Dntt. 

Charan Bengali Pleader 
Kayaotha 

B•bn Nibsron Chandra 
Gupta, 11.- A., Lt.. a. 

RengRII 
Vaidya. 

Ditto 

Babu Patillh Cha.ndra Mo· Brahmin Ditto 
znmdar. 

Muushi Ma.dho Prasada, Kayast-ha Zamindar; Pleader 
M • .&., LL. B.. • 

Syed Nasiruddiu Ahmad Mohame. Pleader 
··· · · dau. 

Dr. Jaggan Nath Praoa.da Brahmin Medical Practitioner 
Mathur. 

Babu Mata Persbad, u. "· 
Janki Pershad 

Hindu )ferchant 

Hindu Mahajan 

' Paudit Rup Narayan , .. Brahmin Proprietor, Indian llppe!ll 

Babu Ram Pars had Chow. Hindu 
dlnrry. ' Agrawalla. 

Babu Nand KiSiiore Lall Hindu 

Babu Gopal Daas Chow. 
• dbry. 

Khatree • 

Ditto. 

Hindu 
Agra\Yalla 

Zamiudar and Banker ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

... 

Babn Badrl fershad Hindu Senice 

Babn Batak Persha.d 

Babu Baldeo Dao, 11, .&. • .. 

Khatree. 

Ditto. 

NRgor 
Brahmin. 

Zamiotlar and Uanker ... 

Zamindar 

Ditto. 

Dlt&o. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

llitto. 

Ilitr.o. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Diate. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Sheikh Khalil-uddin Mobamo· Mukhtar 
dan 

... At & plihlic meetin:;:r hel•l 
on ;!fll December IMP9. 

Paudit Badri Narayan 

Munsbi !I adbo Lall 

Pandit Gopal Sada Shiva 
Apte •. 

Haufi. 

Brahmin Zamindar 

Hindu ... Zamindar 

Bra.hmio 
Maha

raahtra. 

Landholder; Agent t.o the 
Uindu M&dho temple. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

At a m~eting of Ka.,hi 
Ma.harashtra Sahb& lu"l•l 
on 3rtl 1Jecember 189~. 
and al~o at a pnloli•'! 
meeting held on tbe lOth 
Deeemlier 1899. 

----~--~--~--------~--~--------~-- ------------
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711 

1<2 

87 

8Y 

!10 

Ill 

N ortb · Ben ~res. Benare11, 
West 

Pro,·in-
. cea. 

.. .. .. 
" .. " 

.. .. " 

... " ... 

... " .. 

.. .. . " 

.. .. .. 

.. .. " 

.. .. .. 

.. .. .. 

.. .. 

K.rishanrao P.hikaji, ~ecre
tary. Kasbi M aharash
tra Sabha. . 

Rrahruin 
Maharash• 

tra.. 

Proprietor, 
Press. · 

Shri .Balaji 

Lala Matbra Das, son of Gujrati 
Lall c.;obardhan Das. 

Zamindar and Banker 

l'andit N•rain Vaij Nath Rrahmin: Landholder 
Kallai. Maharash· , 

tra. 

Raghn Nath Hari Khadi· 
kar. Ditto. General Mert'bant and 

. Commission Agent,· 

Raja Ram Govind .Mehand-
hy. . Ditto. Jeweller 

Merchant . '., . Sad a Shiva Hari Sohni ... 

Pandit Vishnu Dixit Hal 
Dixit Ranadey Raj Gura 
to H. H. the Maharaja of 
.Mandi.' 

Ditto, 

Ditto, Landholde't ... 

Sbrimant R~o Sahib V asu-1 
deva Rao Vishwas R&o 
Chaodvedkar Kor, I' T s., 
Preoident, Kashi llaha· 
raohtra Sabha. 

Pandit Kesho R&gbu Nath 
Ayasthi. 

··'.!. • . .· 
Ditto, . Landholder 

Brahmin Landholder 
Kankabaj. 

Shrimant Ganeoh Ch'm
naji Tbatbe 'I" 

Rrahmin .. Ditto .. 
Maharash- .. 
tra. 

Raja R .. m Ganesh -· ' Ditto, 

r..ai Buldeo Bnksh. .•. Hindu 
' Kayaotha. 

Ditto 

Pensioner 

... 

... 

... 

.•. . 

·- 1 

' ' 

., I 

.. 

... 

... . 

Howandwbeu 
elected. 

.At &. meeting of Kasbi 
Maharashtra t:iab ha held 

· on 3rd December 1899 
and also at a public meet 
ing held 0:1 the loth 
December 1899. 

llitto . 

- Ditto,, 

' 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto.· 

Dibto • 

Ditto.· 

Ditto • 

•' 

. ·- ~ 

.. .. \lirzapur. Babu Aghor Natb Mooker· Bengalee Pleader 
ji, B. A, LL. B. limhmiu. _ . .•. ... -+t a public meeting held 

on the 21st December 
1899. .. 

" .. 
93 

" .. .. 
94 .. .. .. 
95 " .. 

" 

96 
" .. .. 

97 .. .. .. 
gg 

" ... .. 
91 , 

" •• 

B&bu Beni Praoarla, Muni- Hindu Zamindar, Merchant, Con- · 
cipal Commissioner, Bhargava. tractor~ 
Honorary Magistrate. 

Bnbu Siri Ram, Member, 
Diotrict and Municipal 
Board. 

Hindu 
Ksbatri, 

.. 
Zamindar, Pleader 

llabu Har Nam Singh ... Hln~u Zamindar, Gopigunj 
Khatri, 

llabu Mahadeva Sin~b, Ditto. 
n. A., J.r .. n., Municipo.l Zamindor and Pleader ... 
Commissioner. .. 

Babn Jadu Nath !lin~b,. ritto, 
Member, Di•trmt Board. Zamiudar, Derwa Bhadobi 

Babn Ram Din 

Bnbu Mabadeva Pernhad 
Smgb. 

Arya Merchant 
Vaisbya. 

... 
llinrlu Zamindar, Village Bojba 

Brabmin. 

Misra Sheochatan P•rohad, Ditto. Zamindar, Village Cbunoi 
Municipal l'ommir-sioner 

-----'-------=--------..:~_,__ ________ ----

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
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1\llJ ~~--;;;:;~. Ha.n~res. Mirzapm· .• , Pandit Mathura Prasada 
. We.U _ (;howdbari, n. A. 

· l'ruvm, 

llindu 
Brahmin. 

Zamindlll 1 Pleader ... At; a publio meeting l1el.l 
ou the !Hat. Docemher 
1899. 

'; 101 """ ,, ... , .. .. Dubi Sheo !'ampad Ram, 
Municipal Commiuioner. 

Ditto. Zamindar, 'fackapur Ditto. 

102 

104 

JU5 I· 

I 
I 

100 I 
I 
I 

107 i 
1081 

i 

" 

" 

.. 
... 

... 
.. 

l!J9 1 .. 
l~t,:j..:. .. 
lll 1 .. 
Ill!' 

. l .. 

" 

;If " 
Sheikh Taqi Haji 

• 

.. " 
'fewari lllakban Rom 

Mohame· .Merobant 
dan. 

Himlu 
Brahmin. 

Lamlholier, v. l'uchro.nea 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

. ., .. ll .. bu Badri Natb Seth ... Hindu Merchant and Contrao•or 
Khatri. 

Ditto. 

... 

'-~ 

.. 

.. 
. " 

.. 

.. 

.. 
.. I 

.. 

Gorakh· A. Nandy, Esq . 
pur, 

. 

" 

.. 

.. 

.. 
" .. 

:. I 

.. 

Babu Ganri Ram 

Babn Ajodhia Dasil, o .o. 

Bahu Gorakh Pershad ... 

Babn Bhah·oo Persbad ..• 

Rabu Jomna Pershad 

Babu Keari Na.rain Chand, 
.B. A. 

Babu Ram Rato.n 

Babu Lalji Lall 

Azamgarh. Munshi Basdeo Sahai .. 

Allaba· A ilah a h• d 
1 bad. 

C,brist.iau Barrister-at-Law 

Hindu Pleader 

Ditto • Barrister-at-Law 

Hindu Pleader 
Kaya.otha. 

Ditto. Vakil 

Ditto. Pleader 

.. ~t a public meeting hel•l 
•on tho 16th December 
1899, and &lao at a uwet
ing of Bengali Chri•tiuu 
l!unference, Calcutta., 
held on :list .Decernbe•· 
1899. 

•.• At a pablio meetiog)•el<l 
on the 16th Decen•oe1• 
JH99. 

Ditto, 

tltto • 

... 

Lan•lbolder and Rais ... 

Ditt<> • 

·Ditto, 

Ditto • 

Ditto. · 

Ditto • 

Pleader, Landholder, Di· 
rector of the Kayaatba 
Trading and l!aokiog 
Corporo tivn. 

Pleader 

Ditto, 

Dl.to. 

Hindu. Teacher 
Kayaotha 

..• At " publio meeting of 
Friends' A,sociatioo held 
on the !Utb Deoeruber 
1~99. 

Ka,hmiri 
Brahmin. 

1161 .. ·l " t 
. . 

" 

Bon'ble Pandit Bisham· 
bhar r-iath, F. A. 11., Mu
~icipal eommissioner . 

Pao<lit Madan 
Malaviya, B. A., 

Mohan 
LL. Jl.., 

A-rh·ocate, High Cour~, 
Meml er of Legislati\o·a 
Council. 

Brahmin Vakil, Bigh Court 

At a public meetiug hel<l 
at Kaynstha. Pa.tbt~ba.ll,l, 
on the ~nd December 
lij99 . 

Ditto. 

. i 
H7l. 
1181 
1191 
120 1 

12l 

.. ,-

,,. -_ 

. 
, 

" 

" .. , 

.. ,, 

" " 
" .. 
" .. 

• 
, 

" 
, 

" 

It. A. U • 

Mr. Sba.JDBhuddin ... . - . 
Mohamo- Barriater·at-Law. 

dan . 

Mr. S. Singha ••• Kayastha Advocate, High Cour~ ... 

Pandit Bhagwoodio Dube, 
M • .!., 1 LL. B. 

Pandit Lakshmi Chand 
It:. A., LL. D. ' 

J'aodit Baldeo Ram 

Psndit La.kshmi Nara.in 
Malviya. 

Brahmin 

llitto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Vakil, High Court 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

. ... 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

-·-- --.-.-
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12~ 

124 

125 

126 

127 

128 

129 

130 

131 

132 

133 

134 

138 

137 

138 

139 

148 

Ul 

i ' " '&'3 .. 0 ~ames in f111l ot Delegate~, ;.: ~! 

'" y 
~ 

"" !1 

Electorial . wit.h Hon'!rary Titles, "·- ::l . 
Division. · ~cholasttc Degrees, tr: § U • 

etc. - 13 lj'"d ;., 
"'A" o:: 

Occupati"o and Add res•. ,, now and wheli 
Elected. · 

~ .... 
-----~----~----~---r-~--~-------,_c;> __ ----

~nrth· 
Wes~ 

Pro \"in .. 
cea. 

.. 

.. 
" 

" 
. ,, 

" 

" 
.. 
... 
.. 

Alll\ha· 
bad. 

" 
. l .. 

.. 
" 

•• 

" 

.. 
" 
" 

.. 
..... 

•• tl .. , 

" n 

,,, , 

" .. 

.. . .. 

" " 
• 

" " 

•• .. 

~II aha· 
bad. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
.. 

... 

l'snrli t Sunder Lal, n. A. 
~·.A. U-

N ago? Advocate, High .Conrt , 
0 ., 

... At a publici meetiDI! llelol 
at Kayastha Patb•h&lll, Brahmin. , 1,. 1 

, on the 2nd December 
. .. 11:199. 

Panclit Tej Bahndnr 8aprn Brahmin Vakil, High Cour• 
M.A. LL, B • 

P.abn Durga. Charan 811ner- Bengali 
ji. llrahmin. 

i. 
Dittct •. 

l'rincipsl, Kn.ya.st.ha ·Path-llabu Ramananc1 Chatterji Brahmin 
II A, ohala. ' 

llabn Surrendra Nath Deb Kayastba Professor, Kayaatba 
ehala. 

Oabu llaheshwar Prasada, Ditto. 
B. -'• 

Pan•lit Balkrishana Bhatt Brahmin Ditto. 

ath-j • 

~ 

I 
Babn Ram Prasada Var

m&·· 
Ditto. Teaeber, Kayaotba Path-

shala, · · • ,. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. • 

l.ltto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

,. . Babu .Ram Dyal ... Kay¥tha 

. Hintlu 
Khatri. 

Ditto. Ditto. 

Ditto. .. 
•• 

.. 

.. 

.. 
Cawnpnr 

" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

Lala M&dho Praaada 

Lala Brij Mohan Lall 

Pandit llaj Natb 

Hindu 
Khattri . 

Brahmin 

Banker· 

Di'to. • 

llitto •. 

' 

Babu. Sha.,;;eshw&r Da"' .• ."I ·Hindu. 
Khattri. 

IJitto • 
. , 

'~-. ' 

Lala Ananth\'ershad 

Pahdit Pritbi Nath, Vi<:•· 
President, Bnr A~HJo~ia
tion, and Tempe,an•·e 
Union, Secretary, llhi
aiono.l Congress Commit
tee, (.;awopore. 

Pandit Hirday Ns.l'aiu 
Kaul, Joint Secretary 
Divisional CongreslJ 
Committee. 

llabu Badri N ath 

J1ai Debi Perahad, B. A., 
LL. B.,- F. T. s., Honor
ary M snager, Rasik 
Samaj. Presi~ent, Kayas
tha Vegetnru•n Society 
of India, and Kayastha 
Sabha and KayAstba 

1

. 
Temp_erance Society; 
Vice- President, Temper
ance Union, See1 etary. 
Bar Asaoci"tion, and 
Zamindari Association. 

Babu Pnrshotam Daa 

' 
Hindu ' mit.o. 

Ka.hmiri Pleader .... . .. 
Urabwin. . .i. l ;• . - . + .-

Ditto. Ditto. 

Hindn Vakil 
Kaya•tha . 

... 

Hindn 
lfayaotha. 

Chctra 
Gupta 

Vansbi. 

' 

llindn 
Khatri. 

·'. 
Vakil, Zamindar, 
Professor. 

Pleader 

Law 

j ' 

I 

nitto. 

At a l'llblic meeting l•etcl 
on' ~he Brd De<e~»l>er 
1~»1 • 

· · Ditto.· 

i 
Ditto. 

At, ... J•nblic meeting ~olol 
mi the lOth D•eem~er 
Js~9. ·. · 

Ditto. 

Ditto . 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 
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Elected. 

'Ni>r' h·. 
West 

Provin· 
ces. 

Aliaba- Cawnpur. 
· bad. . ' 

Bal>n Debi Pershad, Pr•· Kayastha 
sident. Arya Sa.maj, Vice~ Chitra 
l'resident, Y. M. Associ· Gupta 

Pleader, Zamindar . .. At A public meeting hel·l 
on the lOth December 
1899.. ' . 

UG 

144 

... 

.. 
.. " 
•• . , 

ation. V &nshi. 

Babll Ganga Dyal Ditto. Pleader 

Babn Jwala Persh•d, B. A., Ditto. Vakil, Zamindar 
LL. B., Vice- President, 
C. F. 0 Society. Presi· 
dent, Kayastha .L.iterary 
Club. 

HS 

146 

... . . . . u - Babn·Mntmll Lall Ditto~ Pleader 

" 
... 

147 .. " 

us .J ,, •i 

... .. 

149 

150 

151 

152 

153 

·~54 

)56 

157 

15S. 

1.59 

180 

161 

162 

.. 
" 

•• 

" 
. 

.. 

... 

... · 
" 
" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

" 

I. 

.. 

.. .. 
" " 

... •• 

.. .. 
- ,_ ,, 

, . 
" 

~;;' 

)t' "'. 
.. 

,, _.-·.-_ - ·' .,, 

,. 

" . 

.. 

.. 

" 

' .. 
.. 

" 

• • 

•• 

•• 

' 

Babn Nitya Gopal Bose ... Ditto. Proprietor and Editor, . 
Jndtan Standard (Eng· 
lish Weekly). 

Babu Nobin Cha:::d~a Bose. Bengali Pleader 
· . • Kayastha. 

Babn Ru.m Sanaihi Seth, Khottri Vakil 
B. &., I~L. B., Secretary, 
Gnr N arain Kba 'tri 
School. 

Babn Raj Ba!-tadnr ••• Kayastha Pleader .•. 
Babn Anoda Sarup, Se•re · · Ditto. Ditto. 
· tary, Arya Samaj, andY 
M. Associa,inn. 

Baba S&ri•h 
Gupta:' 

Chandra Bengali Merchant 
Vaidya 

Babn 'l'riloki Nath Rauerji, Brahmin Pleader 
M nnicipa.I Commissioner 

Mr. Cbhote Lal, f'hhagan 
Lll) Parekh, Vice-1-resi· 

I 
dent, Cu.wopore llPjrati 
tiyan ol.sbram Library. 

j 
Pandit Shiv& Prasada 

Tewari. • 

I 
Babu Shiva 10' arain, . M em. 

her, Muniolpallloard. · 

· · Bhai ,llarnam . Singh 
·. Varnia. 

Dr. A. c. Chatterjee 

Dr. 1'. 111, TewS..:i, L. M. s. 

Dr. S. N. Sen, L. 11. 1. 

Mr. G. L. "Maitra, Vi.;.. 
Preaident, C. F. D. So· 
oiety. 

Maharaj · Dnrga Per,had 
Bajpai. , 

Hi"dn Trader 
Vaishya. ' . 
Brahmin 
Kan Ku· 

baja. 

Pensioner, Superintendent, 
:Oanatan Dharam High 
School. 

Arya ... Banl<er 

Punjabi 
Kh~t'ri 
Sikh. 

Proprietor and Editor, 
Cawnpore Guzelte (Urdu 
Weekly) 

Bra~min Medical Practitioner 

Brahmin 
Kan Kn· 

baja. 

Contractor, Medioal Prac· 
titioner, Trader. 

Hindu Medical Practitioner 
Va.idya. 

Bengali Educationist 
Christian 

Brahmin Zamindar, Raia 
KanKn-
baja. 

Pandit Jai Narahi Pershad Ditto. 
Bajpai, Jnsorance and 
General Agent, Vice· 
Preaident; C F: D. So.

1 
ciety, Secretary,, Cawo
pur Temperance Union, 
ete. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto . 

• 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditt... 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

DitLO. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 



163 

164 

ldi 

169 

170 

171 

172 

173 

174 

175 

176 

177 

178 

179 

180 

181 

l&l 

185 

SG 

187 

188 

North· 
W~st 

Provio .. 
ceo. 

.. 
" 

" 
IJ • . 

" 

.. . 
" 

" 
" 

" .. 
" 

.. 
" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 
" 

" 

" ... 

" 

" 

( X 

Name• in fulf of Deleg~te•, 
Electorial with Honorary Titles, 
Dh·ieion. S chol.,tic Uegrees, 

ete. 

l' 
' ' 

',I' 7' ·~ 

Occupation and Addreso. 

. ' ·•· t 

Rowand when 
Elected, · 

• 

Allah&· Cawnpur. Babu Kanhia Lal 
bad. 

Hind11 
Kayeetha. 

\lerchant, Contra.ctor ... .. ' 

• 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
" 

Oudb. 

" 

" 

.. 
" 
.. 
" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
•• 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

... 
Babu Ram Cbaran Hindu. Proprietor, Ram Charan 

and Co • 

Lola Chandika Persbad ... Hindu Marc)laut 
Vsishya. 

Lola Golab Chand ' 

Lola Narain Das Chow
db•i. 

Hindu. 

Hin~u 
v.iehta. 

• 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Babu Ram Kieben Hindu 
Khattri. 

· Rais and Merchant 

H•ki"' Sheikh 
Hussain. 

Asgar Mohamed- Physician, Merchant. 
an. 

... 
Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Hahn Bishumbhar Natb... Khattri. Banker ... -· At a public meeting of 
Rit"b Am Aoaociation 
held on the 22nd Dec 
ember 1899. 

Lala Bankey Lal 
' Babu Brij Bhokan La! ... 

Ba.bu Gopal Doss 

Babu Ram Kishore 

M'r Tricnm Lal Naran· 
· bbai Modi. 

Mr.,Vassomji Persotam .. 

Hindu. 

Hindu 
Vaisbya. 

Jlindo. 

Khattri. 

Hindu 
Vaisbya. 

Do. 

Munshi Noor-ul Hasan •. Mobam .. 
edan •. . .. 

'· 
Ditto •. 

Trader " 

Banker ···~ 

Ditto. 

Assistant, "The National 
Hank of India, Lim!led," 
Uawnpore. 

Merchant ... 
Ditto. 

I 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Jhansi. Pandit Gopal])as Sharma Brahman \' •kil - ... Ditto. 
B • .&., L.L.B.. .. ,. 

Fyzabad. Babu Baldeo Prasada Hindu 
Kbattri. 

lllgb Court Vakil, Advo· ~t a public meeting held 
on the 6th December 

.. 
" 
.. 
" 

" 

" .. 
.. 
" 

Rai Gokul Chand llabo.dnr, • Do, 
Honorary Magistrate. · · 

Babu Gopal Lalla Mano· Hindu· 
cha, n.A. Arorbanai: 

Babu Brij Mohan Lall ... I, Kay .. tha 

Pandit Rattan Nath Kaul.l Kasbm.iri I Brahmin. 

B.abu Ra1bu Nath Sabai, •Kaye,tha. 
B.A. 

cate. • , , 

. ' 

Pleader a~d Zamindar ... 

Zamindar· , .. 

Pleader · ..... 
·' 

Acoouutaut, Ajodbia Bank 

\' akil ~· 

' . 
Babu Ram Kiehore ... Agrawalla. Zamfndar ... f- ,, , •• 

Muusbl Lalta Prasada ... Kayestha 
SJ·iva.stova 

Kbare. 

Govrmment PenaioDer and 
Zamindar. · 

Bhaya Kandbai Pras~da. Hindu Mahajan 
Khattri. 

. •» 

Pandit Bisbesbwar Natb Kasbmiri Pleader and Zamindar, 
Bengal. Brahmin, Akbarpore. , . 

1899,, .. 

Ditt•. 

'Ditto. 
L • .:. 

Ditto. 

Ditto •. 

+ 

. ' ; .Ditto. 

' ·Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto . 

Ditto. 
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190 

193 

195 

1!!6 

W7 

198 

199 

:: . .'Ol 

~(13 

:..'118 

~10 

llll 

21! 

North- ., Ondh. 
West 

Proviu-~1 
. oea~" 

' ·'• 

,, ,, 

.. 
,. 

.. 

.. 

,, 

.. 

.. 
., 

.. 

.. 

., 

•.. 
.. 
.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

... 
.. 
.. 

I
I 

.. 

., 

" 

" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
.. 
, 
.. 

•• 

.. 
•• 

.. 
' ' ,,, 

' I 

• 

:,, 

.. 
,. 

•• 
.. 
.. 
.. 

I 

l<'yzabad. P .nclit Gajraj Singh llrahmio. Photographer Akbarpore. 

Gonda, Munshi Ghaus Mohomad \!ohomed- Pleader, Judge's Com·t ... 
Khan. an. 

.. Munshi Mnnir Ahmad • • Ditto. . Ditto. 

.. 

.. 
Babu Kali Prasana Baner· 

ji. • 

Babu Krishna Prasada, 
B.A.·, L.L.B. 

Rengali Ditto, 
Brahmin. 

Hindu Vakil, High Court 
\ ayeotba. 

Bshraich Panrlit Badri 
Sukla. 

Narain ih•obmin, Pleader 

I Barabankl Panrlit . Sheo 
La II. 

Shanker Ditto. . Vakil 

... 
•• 
.. 
.. 
... 
.. 

Partab· 
garb. 

Munohi Mohomad Hn•· Mohomed· Pleader, lot grade, Jndro'o 
aain. .. au. Court. Luckoow. 

Babu Punna Lall Hindu. Vakil '" 
• 

Babn Ram Kishen Ditto. 

Babo BbagwaL Dyal, B. A., Kayes tha. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
L.L.Bo 

Bahn Bhadar Ch&ndra 
Ghosh, s .... , t.~.n. 

Lala Shanker Das 

Babn Shanker Dyal, B.A., 
L.L.Do 

neng•li \'akil, High Court 
Kayestha. 

Hindu. Banker and Zamin•lar , • 

Aryan 
Hindu 

Kayestba 

Vakil, High Court, Mao· 
Andrewganj. 

Lucknow. Nawab l'ayed Sultan ~lobomed· Zamindar 

,.. 
' .. 
•• 

.. 

... 

.. 
• • 

.. 
r .. 

" 
•• 

Mirza Saheb. an. 

riawab Sullan tli !'aha... Ditto •. 

Nawab Moboma<l Bahador Ditto. 
A It Khan Sabeb. 

Ditto. 

... J Wasiqadar 

Nall·ab Wajid 41i Saheb Ditto.' Wasiqadar, Oargah 

' . 
Nawab Syed Sultan "Ali 1 Ditto. 
Khan Saheb. 

Nawab Nab ban l!abeb Sah Ditto. 

.Nawab Pearay Saheb Ditto. 

Ditto. 

. Ditto, 

ritto. 

&lir Ali Hussain Ditto. · Service, Stable Haider Baig 
Khan, • 

Mirz. ~lahomad Kazim , .. 

Nawab Syed Hmain Sah,eb 

Ditto • 

Ditto, 

Nawab Nadir Mirza Ahmad. Ditto, 

Nawab Saheb Mirza Ditto. 

Trader, Saadatganj 

Wasiqadar, Mansumagar. 

Wniqada•, Rastamnagar. 

Wasiqadar, Top-Darwaza, 

---- -----.--. --·. 

How ana wben 
Elected . 

----------
At a public meeting l•el<l 

on the 6th -.D~llcmbl:".r 
18~9 . 

At a public meeting hehl 
on tho 14th Deeomber 
1809. 

Ditto . 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

At a public meeting belli 
on the :lld December 
1~99, 

At a public me•ting held 
on the J5th December 
1899. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Di~to . 

Ditto. 

At a public meeting held 
on tho 16th 1Deeember 
IS~9. . . .. ,,.~~~ 

At a public Ward meeting 
at Saadatganj, l•eld on 
6th December 11!911, and 
aloo at & meetin11 held at 
Cbauk on lith. . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

At a public meedo~ held 
at Soadatganj on the 8th 
December J899. . 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

1 itLo.· 
' 

Ditto .. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditte. 
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215 

l!UI 

~17 

218 

219 

221 

223 

2~5 

22d 

227 

22~ 

230 

231 

233. 

23! 

235 

237 

lt:U 

~~0 I 
. I 

.I 
i 

]'ilorth
Wes~ 

Provin
ces and 
Oudb. 

" .. 
.. 
" 

.. 

.. 

'" 

.. 
•• .. 
.. 
•• .. 
.. 
.. 

. ,., 

.. 

.. 

.. ' 

.. 

.. 

.. 

Q . J. .... • .. . .. - . f. ":'~: -<.~-- : < { 

-· ~ t NamesinfullofDele!ates, ~'i;,!,. __ .. />'~ · ... ·:.·:...-e-~,-.. •··-:·'·:\ ·, __ .... ~--
~ ·. Electorial w'tb Ho~oorary l'i~les1 . "il.!l :I ,,.:.; Oceupation'and.·:·::'·. ·i'; ',How and when· 
" D" · · S h I ,. 0 a; ao. '•' .:,•: AddreBB •. •. ·': · r' · Elected. . ~ lVJBlon, c oaa~:c. egree .. · ;=-:~ ,, <.:.··· ,.J. • .• ,, ·:_,. :•;.·,, , . 

8 . :;; = 9 ... Ill ., . : ,_ ''Ol-' ;._· ·. _:~:_;~-:~- .• 
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Oudh.· Luckoow. Mohomad Hadi Ali Khan. Mobomed- Zamindal\ Rustarunagar,~.: •At a public meeting heW 

at Saadatganj on the 6tl.t 

J 

... 
.. 

J ' 

... 

.. 

• 

" 

•• 
1"' , • 

• • .. ; 
.. 

• 
~- . .,, 

•• .. 
., 
ri •• ' . 

... 
" . 

·, .. 
.. 
.. . 
.. 

.. 

.. 

.. . 
"· 
.. 

' .. .. . 
. .. 
.. 

1- .... " 

-~- :: T :: 
? ., .. 
' n .. 
,_ ,. .. 

.. .. 
•• .. 

.. 

.. 

• MirjHadi Hussain · ·•· ' ·Ditto. 

Nawab S3>ed Ibrahim · ... , ·. Ditt"" . . " -' - ' 

lol,. WaainKhan · 

Mir SyeclAli_ 

Mir Syed Husain .. I . , . . , . . .....• , 

. ' ,. ·;:. 

·'-~-. .. 
.-._, 

Ditto, 
··., -

Ditto. 

Ditto. J Mirza .Fida Husain 

1 
Syed ~ohomad' ~, ••• ~MohalJl'o · 

edan,. . - ·.-..-'" ..... "'' 
·. ' 

. ·' 

M,,Kazim Husain Meltahar · J)itto. · 

... Baki~·Moho~ad Taqi;: .: · · 
., .-, } 

·, {_) ·, ' . ~-' 

Moulvi. Bnndsy ib.za . 
... ~- ""], ' v 

Mu'!llhi•MohabbM.-~ Hps.-.. ., Ditto. '•· 
(laiD... . :-. ~ '-"-~,- • p. 

. ' 

Mnnsbi Bunday :AP,, ...... · Ditto •. 
' ~ . ~ .. . . -~: 

Nawah Syed Sllhib ... , Dit~ •. 

\.--' ; 

. ·.~·- ~- :.'>· \ .-:~ 
.. ·,. '.·~·-:·;.·-: 

·, . i. -~ ~. '•· \ . ·: 1. •. • -~'-
i -,·";', ._;._-~-·~,iii"~"'~,.;. 

Service, Mabbubgaol·• 1:. 
'"" .... ~ . S•rvio"' Katr&' Khudayar 

Kbau. ' ,, ·· •· ·· · .·. 

Ditto. 

'"ervice, Xarballa · Dyanf; 
Daula." 

ZRmindar & M arsia Reader 
Katr11 Khnciayar Khan.• · 

S ·rvice. Karballa · ·Dyant 
Daula,; · . •. ; . · . 

1 ' ., -

Service -~ i · ,_ :-. _ 

., ·;;.· 

:. ... ,, "' k *' 

· December 18Y~"'' 

•· 
~j {~ :.).- ----~ ~ ., ' 
·. ' ' ··,.Ditto. 

DlttQ. 
- -~- _· --~- . 

Ditto: 

DittQ.· 

'' 
Dittor. . ' 

·.Ditto. 

At a 'pnblie meating held 
at .Chank 01: 9th Decem

. her, and alao at a mass 
meeting. held at- . Conll
ress Pan,dal on 24th De-

, comber 1899. · . :, · · ·· 

'lervioe, Galli shah chh .. rrar· . . . _ ·Ditto. ' · · 
! " • ' ~ 

Physician' ·- M ~ pnblio Wo.rd ~eeting 
" , " 1, of Chank held on tb6 

· • : ~.·· 11tb December l8B9. · 

Mcuili..ii ltnhi~j:, :. · ..• :. ' ' ' llitoo:' ' ': 
·' .... ·; ·--~ ·. ~~" • .. .- ::- ._-.· 'lj.-- -·;_ ·_,_, .- ' 

Di~r:. -. -· ~. ··:( -', ·i_:_ '\ ., -:~ .. ,.. , 
•.:, :· _ ""·: \ .. -· -·. " ~: -. Dttto.· .··.· ·"' 

., .. ~ '-"' 
Serrioe, . Tahoengllllj • ' ·•· 

" ~ . 
ServiCe; MaboubgiUij .••• 
' .... ,. . 

.• 
Ditto • 

·~ ... ..,. .. >. '~ 
.,, .OitOO;· 

fi'ervice, M<Lidan Elaoll , 
Khan. 00: , • 

Ditto.· 

' Ditt<L · S~rvice;. Saado.tgauf • ... : 
.. j" 

•. f>ttto:; 

·Ditto. .. · s.;..J;,.,.a~.~&i~al.~ · ... ~ 0.} • 

· ..• '·Ditto.·, •..• 
"' ;.: 

,, -· .- '· ' 

Nawab•. Sultan · Huasain 
Khan. 1 

Mirza Husain Ali ·, -~ .... Dittei ·;, . . ,~ 

Servioe,; Deo•lti: ~ga· MiL. 
. . I ";;, 

'_pa.ia,.. Dalrnan.U:· / ; ··' 

1\lir&a Ali A bbae ... Ditto, ' l!ervioe, Galli Shah Chharra . . 
'• ~ j ... Mir_ Mobomad Baqar ltna.. Ditto.·, Colltractor~

Balll. 

Hakim .Ahmsd Husain ... 

Hakim Monhi Ahdnl HDB· 
aain. 

I 
. Nawab UashmatHuaoain 

Khan •. 

Nawab Faraedin Mirza ... 

Nawab.,MohoJHd.; Sl!ah 
Mina, son of Nawab 

; Mulllllaa-uddaula. · 

. ' 

Ditto,. 

Ditto. 

Vitto, 

Ditto, 

Ditto •. 

. . ···· ·> ,·-~ •• ....... 

'i'rada, K ntr.: .Klt~,i~ ¥ ar · 
Khan, 

Zamindar . ... 
.. 

. Wasiqadar, Talab Gnngni 
Shnkal, : .. 

(W azirganj) 

Ditoo • 

. 

·D't·to. ·, .. , 
' 1 ' .; 

. ···. Ditto. 
, .... 

· Ditto • 

At. a public. Ward meeting 
of IJ•neshganj held on 
the 17tu Deoember 189:i. 

Ditto.· 

Ditto.· 

• 
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·" .. .. 
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Nawab Syed Ahmad HW!- Ditto. 
oaiu Khan. · 

Ne.wab Asif All Khan ·- Ditto. 

Syed R,..e. B nssain Ditto. 

Syed Mohammed Khan... . Ditto, 

Syed Sagir Hussain 

Hakim M irze. Haider B no
. .sa.in. 

on 

])it to. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Uccnpation and 
Addreh. 

Penoioller, Oaugni Slmkal 

Ditto. 
• 

Of ex-Royal Family 

Service, Gangni llhnkal 
Talab, 

1 Ditto._ 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Baroni Kbandak 

Merchant.- do. 

IJow and whoa 
, Elected. 

A* a.puhlio ward mootin~ 
h•ld at Oaoeah Ganj on 
the lith Deomber lti119 • 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

· Ditto. 

Dit ... 

!!48 

!!49 ·:· ,.. .. :~ _, - ,, .- .. 
Mir Anwar Ali 

Daroga Aga Ali Ditto. Servioe, Wazirganj 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

'1151 

263 

._i54 

2.'5 ' . c 
$6 

i57 

,_, ,. 

,. • !' 

" .. 
-~· •... 

.. 
·It' 

.. . '~ .-. 

••• . .. 

, .. .. 
·t't 

_, 
.- ... 

• • .. 
.. .. 

: ,, 
.. ' .. .. '·' 

Bved Mohamed Rua 
khan. 

Ditto. 

M.nnshi Absan-nllah Beg. Ditto. 

Muuihi M~ud Hu~aain .. 

Muuahi Ahmed Huuain ••. 

Hakim .&luzalfer Bnooil.in 

Bye.t.Aii Nakl . .. 
Sheikh Raaool Beg • ... 

Muushl Sajjad Hnosain ... 

· Mun~ld Makhool Rnoaain 
' ". 

Ditto.:· 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

. nit&o. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

' . ' . ' . 

. -· J 

-~61 

• 

/ 266 

266 

:267 

268 

•' 

I .. 
' ... 

~ -··· 
f't - ' 

:. u '· 

~ . - I .. 

" 

" 
. . .. 

.,, ! .... . ' 
~ :_ .. : . ~-

··; :~;~::~ /.· ~ '.1- ',, :>· 
~ '.) ' 

. ... 
,,, ,, 

" • 

.. .. 
• .. .. 

_,,. . .. 
•• .. 
" .. 

N!!owab . Ali Mcohomad 
Khan S•heb. 

Life-Preoideut, Anjman·i-
Mohomadi. · 

Naw&b ·. Mirza Mohomad 
Ali Khan Saheb, 

Na.wab Khadam Hussain 
Khan. 

Nawab All" Mohomad 
Hussain Khan Aim 
M,aoan saheb, , 

Mil- . Vida Hossain . .. • 

Ditto •. 

I 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Nawah Ahmad Mirza Ditto. 
tlaheb. 

Meer All Hasham Baheb Ditto. . 
Ameer M irz& a lim Bhwl· 
danSaheb. 

Umrao Mirza Sahib 

Ditto. 

.. .. • Sajjad Mirza Sahib 

Ditto, 

Ditto, 
. ....... ~ - -· -·" 

· Do. . Gangni llhukal 
Talab. 

n .. 
·no. 

Bag Kazi 

Yahiagaoj 

Ditto. 

Physician, Serat Ag~ Mir . 
Service, '1\"azirga.oj 

Ditto. 

Editor, .Oudh p,.,..,. 
'Service, W azirgallg ... . . 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Penoiooer Manournigar •. And aloo a~ a publie 
' • Jb&BI meetmg attended 

·- J.. 

Pbyoici&o, 

Servia~. 

Wa.siqa.dur,. 

Zarnindar, 

by 30,000 men, held at 
{;oogreRS Panda! on the 
24th December Jij09. 

Ditto. A• apnblic meeting of An-
. . juma.n·i· Mobomadi held OD 

the 17th December t•P~. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

ilitllio. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
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~1 

I 

!83 

~~ 

~!I! 

M.-W.P. 
and 

Owl h. 

•• 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
•• . 

.. 

.. .. 

... 

.. 

.. 

.. 

... 
.. 
•• 
'. 

•' -..•. 

' .. 
•• 

•• 

.. 

.. 

.. 
... 

', ~ ' - ' -- "" 

·, -- ~ ~ ••':, •:.~-~ ~--,- ,', -~-

Oadb. Laclmow. Nawalt 
beb, 

Ahmad Mirza Sa· Mohomad· Wulqadar, .MansiUIIagar •. · ·-- ·- .. , ·, . --. '-•- . ' .-. an. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. .. .. 

.. .. 

.. ... 
" •• 

•• .. 
.. .. . 
.. .. 
.. .. 
.. .. 
" " 

.. " 

.. i ,. 

.. .. 

.. •• 

.. •• .. .. 
.. .. 
,. .. 
•• .. 
.. • • .. .. 
.. .. 

,. ... 

Nawab MllZall'ar Husain-• Ui•to,.., . 
Sahvb. • 1 

Nawab. Mohomad Mirza 
Saheb alias Maojho Saheb. 

Nawah Sadiq HllllliaioSahelt 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

N awab Mirza ld ohomad Ditto, 
Ran Khan Saheb · , .. 

Nawab Abld Ali Khan ... Ditto • 
• 

Abbas Mirza Sahib ,• 
, Ditto, 

Hakim Syed , Baq8J Ditto,' 
Huaain. '' 

Nawab lmtyaz-ud-doola .. : ' Ditto. 

Nawab Asgar Ali Saheb 
alias Mana! Saheb. 

... 
'/.' ... 

. Ditto~ -~ ; _ 
.- ~.·' l, .J: '!- o;c· ., 

' ·,f.-. '<) <! 

/. .: Ditto:,, .• 
' --:-' 

'Ditto; ' .· 

Ditto,· • 
' . '· 

i,! 
·' 

• Ditto. . ' 

Serv.ice, ditto. · r 

Ditto. 

Wasiqadar,' Nakhu . ... 
-~,_.,.,¥_'DittO!- .t.;~~ 

- ! ~ 

f . ~ ~--.. / ' 

- l..t -·~ ... ~· "'' ·;._.::-, -~-' = 

·' · ·,. Ditto. 
mad Kban •·· •' 

::::; :::::::d:tl::i~l· ::::· 

_.,-~ ! •. ·-·'1 -'' ~- -, -.,. ::":i. 

Nawab Zahir-uddin Ab.mad 'Dit 0 , 

Khan. • . , t · 
' ~ ' ' Nawah A111eer-uddio Ah·· Ditto •. 

mad Khan. 
,v·· ,. 

1 N~.w~b ,Kborohaid Mir~, /.Ditto. 

llloulvi Abdul Gafor Saheb · 'Ditto, :. ·' . ~ 
Nawab Syed Ali Khati, , ' : p!tto. , 

., DittO. Nawab Aga War.ir Hu-· 
sain Kha11 Sabeb Vice· 
Preaident, Anjuman·i· _ ,, 
Moboruadi~, 

Nawab 
aliaa 

• 
Taki Ali Khan 
Nabban Sabeb. 

Ditto~· 

Mahomad Sadiq Ali h.'han Ditto •. 

N,.wah Ahmad Ali 
Khan Sabeb alial Cbbo
tey Snheb. 

Ditto . 

Nllwab lltohom&d Mi1·ia 
1

. IJitlo. 
Khan .. i -. 

Nawo.b Ba<tar Mirza Kh .. n ·· Ditto. 
~ ( 

·· NawabAbid Huseain Kluin Ditto. 

Nawah Ata Ali Khan .•. 

I Kawab Syed Abid Saheb 
alifu No.nhun Saheb. 

Uitto.· 

;.Ditto •. 

No.wo.b Chhote;v Miran Oitto. 
Saheb uliar Ali Wasi, 

.. 

I.·,,-; , .. ·. 

·' Ditto. 
I ' . 

.Ditto • 

' .. ~ ~-·· ~ '• - . " 
Ditto, • Kuhmiri ~~hal~ 

,.. ' ~ . l ~~ ·. _,'• 

:·- :.to: 1- '~ .-' 

' f .,-. '" ... ' ._,; 

' Ditto. -• -,[ 

,, 

Ditto.: 

_-;_Ditto.~ I 

. .• 

, .. 
Ditto, ' Ilnotamnngar .• , 

I ' . \o' ,,.· . ' 
' :< -· Ditto 

·. -·Ditto/ 

Ditto, 

Ditto • 

• 

--.. .. :.., ... 

. 
At ' a pnbli; meeting of 
Anjnman·i-Mohomadi held. 
on the 17th Decem 
ber 1899. · · 

• .. • Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

DittO. f 

. 
·- ·'' 

Ditto . 

Ditto. 

' . ' 

Ditt& . 

Ditto . 

Ditto • 
·. ' 

,· ,. Ditto . 
\ -i 

-'!:·. ,_---

Ditto. 

D"tt•' 

., 

:Ditto. 

.• . ::- ~-. ; 
. . ' 'Dit~. 

1 
Ditto. 

' llttto. 
.. -. - ·' 

., 

• 

~-: -<', 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

lritto . 

. . 

,. 

• 
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with Honorary 'l'itl~, 
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Ooc11pation and 
. .. Addreoa, 

:r~·.:w:i' {)ruJJr. L""ksow •. Meer Mobomad Akhar llohomed- Service, Rootanmagar. 
·-'and-·:-_--}~-, ~-

&lldd. 
an. ' Sabeb. 
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Jol L, , Jy 
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SOl . . 
I ~n., 

. , ;., .. ' .... · 
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I ,. ' 
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. . 36.' • . . • 

... 
319 ,.· .. -~ 

310 ... 
sn ... 

._, .• 4 . 

.. .. 

3&.~,: .- -~· ; 
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316 

. ... .... 
.. ' I 

.. 

Xltl I ' , 
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·. .. 
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' 0 ·I .. 
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•' ..• 
•• 

.. 
•• 

•• 

Syed N a•ir Saheb, 

NawRb Mehndi Ali Khan 
Sabeb aliao. Chhaju 
Sabeb. 

:SRwab Mohoma<l Rnza 
Ali Khan. 

Hakim Mir Ali Mobs&n 

~awat. N&nho:y Mirza, aori 
of Nawab Motwrnad 
lt•za Khan. 

AIHU&d Hussain Khan 
·. .1\'la~hzao-ud dowlaBaha

<lur. 

Chhot~ '&tina Saheb ... 

N""·ab lledi Ali Khan ... 

DiUo. 

Ditto. 

Ditte> • 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

IJitto • 

Ditto .. 

Na\Vab Furrnkh Mirza • Ditto. 
Ali llosaain Khan • 

NRwab 8A.idar· Hussain 
Khan Sahib. 

· Syed Zamiu 
1
Ho .... ain Sa· 

be b. 
•"j ~ ~ 

· So.wl\b Mehodi Ali: Khan 
tlaheb. 

Zakir 'u,..sain Saluib ... 

Nawab .Sultan Ali I\ han 
Sabeb' 

Nawab Mirz• Sabeb .•. 
Nawab Wilayat iluasain 

Khaa. 

Syed · 'Mohomatl alia& 
tlaida Saheb., 

Hafiz Mohomad H 111oain 
Sahib.· 

Syed· Ali Sabeb 

Ditto • 

Ditto . 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto._ 

Ditto • 

Dieto 

IJitto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto • .. 
.. :\lirz• . Abbao H11•sr.io 1' Ditto. 

tlaheb. 

Mirza Mohomad 1l11ssalo 
tiaheb. 

lilir A hun Ali SAheo 

\louh·i lJohomlltl latl1ail 
:iahet. ... 

Ditto. 

J)itto • 

" .. ,, .. . Ditto. 

... .. 

" .. 
J. 

.. 
I Mouh·i ~· urte.a H uaoam j Saheb. 

I 
Mir Ali 110asaiu S•beb ... 

lili• Sye.l H111aain Sebeb 

Ditto. 

I>itto. 

Ditto. 

1 

Ditto. 

Waoiqador, ditto. 

Ditto. 

ditto. 

Wuiqadar, ditto. 

Ditto. 

Dit•o. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Dltt.o. 

Zamiudar; De.rgah 

W&aiqade.r, ditto 

T•ader, ditto • 

\\~aaiqatlar1 Kaz1na.in 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Trllder, ditto 

Service, ditto 

I IJitLo. 

Ditto. 

Zamiodar, Katu Khuda
yRr Khan. 

IJitto. 

Service, Hiluchp:ara 

Ditto . 

Ditto .. 
• 

How and whea 
Eleoted . 

At a pnblio meeting of 
Aojman·i·Mobomedl held 
on the lith December 189t • 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditt<> .. 

Ditt<>. 

Ditt<t. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

DIUo. 

Ditto. • 

DiUo. 

Dlt"'. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

IJitl;n. 

Dit~. 

JJiuo. 

l!itto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto 
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Na~es in lull of. ~~lega..te.•,jiJ.fi ·j· · '.--~. '., ' :>, ', .1 ,,' •' '· .: ·• .. " '.:: .. 
wit.bllonorary fttlea, · C:· ... •.·'· \ .. , ~npahoa-a~d· .. ·l ,,-,!_-· Qowandwbea. 

Scllol..,t.io Degreeo, . I § ~ . ·.. .-"· · ,· .AdtlreBIIo · · :.;.. .'l<;lected. 
eto. - ··- ·~"'='·~_l: ~ · 

\ .. : ~~ ~.~ j:: -- - --- -·------. ~-----
NaWRb.M-ob~ma~· Hnaa&.in

1
MohoJ.:u•dJ W&3i'l..I~, Kaoo. ha·p. ai.'..,,J\.t "'''eebil!!{ oLo\njman-

Khan Saheb aloa.o ll&a•u f an. : . .· • '·, , ·• · . j.-Molootnadt helrl 011 
l:!abeb. 1 · ' · · · · . · .' . · · . 17thDeeernber l~llJ. . 

·':. . I . 
Nawab Baqar Mirza Sa- i Ditto•. ' Ditte. 
be~ • . I· 

Na~ab 'llirza Kazim H~.J~· IJitt~ •... 
.. in Khan l:!aheb. . . . . ,. 

Hakim Chhotey Sabeb f itt•. i Phyoiciaa, di to i t , 

• .. :• . ... ·. 

- .- .. Ditto. 
: ... -

.. 

Nawab Syed. Baqar Una· 
eaia Sabeb •. 

Ditto. Zamindar aod \\' ""iqadar 
Hyder Ganj. 

Nawab Budlran Saheb. 

Nawab Mohomad Qao•m 
Ali Saheb. 

Mirza Kazim HussaiD 
Salreb Akhtar-Sbikob. 

Ditto. Ditto. 
'· . .; . 

Ditto Ditt.,, Nanbatota; 

Ditto. Do·, Z.SilU&mnagnr.. · 

Nawab Thram-ullah Khan Ditto.. · 0..+ · lmanobara· a .. .., 
Sabeb.. • ; I , Kh~~· · · 

. I 
Nnmh Sye<l Mollomad 1 

Asgar Ali Khan Saheb.. 
Ditto. 

Nnwab Aga Sajjad Ali Ditto. 
Saheh. 

Naw•b Mehndl Ali ·Kh.an Ditto. 
Sabeb. 

Nawab Sardar Mirza Sa
heb. 

M•er Asgar· HaooaiD I 
Saheb. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ha.kim Ja.aiar .. Mir~~. llitto 
Saheb. · . . 1. : 

' ~ \_. • • I t • ', ,-) 
Y &aeen Shah. Sahelo ' 

j -~ 

Nawab Maosnr Ali Saheb 

,• .... 
flaldm Mirza A hid HusRain 

,Saheb, Vice-President. 
·,. 

Azim-uddin Saheb 

Haidar Haosan Saheb 

Ditto .. 

:-,. '· , 
Ditto. 

- ,, ' 
Ditto. 

!Jitto. . ~- . 
' 

Ditto. 

Mobom11d Raza · Khan I Ditto. 
:Saheb . ...: I 

Mir H e.me<l Hassan Kh&n Ditto. 
Saheb 

- ..... 

Service, 41 it to. 

Waoiqadar, Top Darwaa" 

llitto. 
' •.. :;' 

' tradee, 

Ditto • 
~ - ... ' 

dittm. ... 
·.. 

Sefvico&, . ditto 

ditto.i · ~ .-

'·~ "1 

... 

Wasi1afl,.,., ,. Katr&, -Abu. 
trab KhAn. 

.:.- >.· ., • •\(,· 

Ditto./ · • 
... 

.. •• J:., .- .... , --.· 

s~rviee,'. ditto. .. ,, .. 
Ditto. 

{, -' 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 
. ' 

Hakim HazitJ HuRJmin 
Saheb. 

Ditto. Zamindar Ao1l Phyt~i.,!ian, 
Katra A baualo Kit an. ·· 

Hakim HRidar Huyaio 
Saheb. 

Gnlam ·Ka.•im Sabeb 

Ahmad Mir10. ~abeb 

Ditto. Wasiqadar, ditto. 

Ditto. Service, •lit to. 

Ditto~ T.rader, Bilocbpar~<: 

,Oitto. 

Dino • 
. . -~ 

Uitw. 

' . 
Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto •. 

Ditto. 

' Ditto. 
' .._ •.' 

~- '·' 
Ditto.--. ., 

-.~ 'f ~ • 

Ditto, 

., 
Ditto. 

',,,_, • • 
Oitto. · 

\ 

' :, ' 

I 

'I 

·nitto. 

l>irto. 

, nino". 
'· 

Ditto • 

I itto . 

Ditto • 

Dttto . 

!;it*'>. 
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,.. Nnme in full of Delegates, 
Flectnrin.l "'ith Houorary Titles, 
l>h·biuu. 8cholaatie Degrees, 

etc. 

Occupation 
Address. 

ant\ How and when 
Elected. 

l.ucknuw: Jtnsaain Abm d &aheh ... Mobamad· Trader, 
an. 

Dilocbpnra u.l...o\.t 0. JUeeting ot Anjnman-

.. 

.. 
" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

,. 

.. 

" 

" 
" 

" 

.. 

.. 
•• 

•• .. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
" 

" 

.. 

.. 

{;bbotey 8aheb 

N au·~b All Sahb 

Nnwab Mirza Sahcb 

Sye<l Narul Hassan 
l!aheb. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Service 

Ditto, 

Trader 

Sen-ice 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Nawab Nannehai ~tim• 
Saheb . 

Ditto. . Wasikadar, Khirki Rahim 
Khan. 

Ahu•ad Ran Khau 
Saheb. 

Sye•l Mohammad Ahi<l 
~Hbeb, sou of Na.nhai 
Mirza 

Sye•l Mohammad Taqi 
i:lussain Kh&n l:!aheb.· 

Moulvt Sye.l lsti£a «lw 
Laddan Saheb, 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto • 

N .. wu.h Alohomad Sadiq Mobomad 
KRheb. I nn, 

Mirz" Nadir Hussain Ditto . 
l!aheb. 

Nawab Budhao Saheb ... I D'tto. 

Mir A•gar Mirza Snheb .. Ditto . 

Alir Syed Ali Ea.heb Ditto • 

Mir Murtza Hn•saio Khan !Jitto. 
Naheb. son of Mirza Fida. 
Hussain Khan. 

Acbbay !llirza Saheb 

Nnwab Uirz" Hasoan Ali 
mum Saheb alias Achhav 

· .\1 irza. .. 

' Alta 1iussaio Saheb 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. · 

Ditto, Ditto. 

Ditto. Ditto . 

Ditto. Ranikatra 

Ditto. Patanala ... 

:lamindar, 1\Jaidan Alach 
. Khan. 

Wasiqad.r, Maidan Alacb 
l{b&tr. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Mukhtari, lllaidan Alach 
Khan. 

Ditto. 

Service, ~Jaidan Alach 
Kbao. 

\Vasiqa, .Nawabganj 

Ditto. 

Munney Mirza Sal.eb Ditto. Trade, Ni wazg~nj 

Nawnh Umrao Mi·za ritto. 
l>aheb,_ 

:!;red Askari Mirza Sabeb. 

.IIi• \1ohomad Mehndi 
l:!aheb. 

Taqi Saheh ... 

Na,.ab Mobomad Hadi I 
Sat.eu. 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

NR\'. Rh Mubal'ak Hussain Ditto. 
hheb. 

\Vasiqadn.r, Niwn.zgn.nj 

Ditto. 

\\'asi<tadar, 1\lultiganj 

• 
Sen·ice, ~lnftiganj 

Ditto. 

W a&ir1atlar, uft igauj 

Mirza Jllohomatl Abbas Ditto. Editor, Cbaupatian 
l:!nheb Hovb. 

1

1

snwAI; Mil·ZA Ahmad Hue- Ditto. Wasiqo.•lal', Cho.upatian ... 
Bnin Khnn. 

: Xnu·Ab lllir Ara Ali Saheb, Ditt••. . Ditto . 

j. \1 ohoma<.li heJtl uu 
17th Deo:ewber IK~~-

!>it to. 

Ditt<>. 

Ditttt. 

Ditt<>. 

Ditto. 

llitto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Lit to. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

T>itto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

~--------------------
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I . 
Ondh. Lueknow, Zia·lld-dio Hn88&in Khan •Mohamed· 

l!aheb. an. 
Ditto, 

.. 
,, 

.. 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. .. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
" .. 

' . .. 
.. 
.. 
., 

.. 

.. 
" 
" .. 
.. 
.. 

" .. 

" 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. .. . 
.. 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
•• .. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

Mir Mohomad 
baheh. 

Raza Ditto. · Serviee, Cbaopa~ian 

Nawab Jhamman Saheb:.. Ditto, Waai1Jad&r, Ahata Mirza 
Ali •. 

Nawab Aga Hussain Ditto. 
Saheb, . 

Waoiqadar, Mnsahabganj 

llobomad Sajjad So.heb .. Ditto.. ' Ditto.. 

Nawab Aagar Ali Sabeb... Litto. Service, \Vazirbagh ... l 

Mir Jaafar- Ali Saheb 

Mirza Haidar Saheb 

I Hu .. ain Mirza Saheh · ... 

Gazo.nfar Hussain Sabeb ... 

Nawab Mirz" }'ida Hns
oain Saheb. 

Mirza Enayat Ali Baig 
Ssheh. 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto. 

Ditto.·· 

Sheikh Wazii Ali Saheb .. Ditto. 

! 
Service, A hata Sangibaig ' 

t Ditto. 

Trader, Baaanpore 

Ditto. 
I . ' 

Waaiqadar, Mabbubganj .. 

Service, lfa.bmud Nagar. .. 

Ditto • 

Haider Mirza Saheb Ditto. Wasiqadar, Mabmud Nagar 

H n.d i Rot~~l!ain 
Saheb. 

Kl•an 

A bid Hus• &in Kba.n Saheb 

Sve•l Mehodi 
'Khan Sabeb. 

lloiWlio 

Ditto • 

Ditto . 

Ditto • 

Syed .\hdnl Wahab Sabeb Ditto. 

Ahmad Raza Khan l'laheh Ditto • 

Na.w"h Mobnmad Hn .. P.in llitto . 
Khan S11heb. 

Rn.za Ali Khan Snheh .. pitto • 

Roz11 Mohomod Sah.eb 

~'""'· 
Mohomed Isbfaq Hnss&in 
Sabeb, . 

Ditto • 

Ditto • 

Ditto. . 

,s. . D h' 'd. I P.r,.·Jee, eor 1 nai Alrbaig 
Khan. 

Zamiodru-, Pnoj11bi Tola .. 

Zamimlar, Bnddi Kalan ... 

. Ditto, 

Wa.iq~tdar, Victoriaganj ... 

Servioe, Pul-i-Gularu tins· 
.. a in. 

Wo,.iq•ular, l'nl·i·Gnlam 
Husain. 

Sen·ice, Baza Khala 

' 
!>:yell Abdul Roq Soheb Ditto, Zaminola•, lwja.ki-Bn•a~ 

ulia.8 Cbhunan Saheh 

Nawab Ali Ahmad Saheb. 

Jaafar llirza Saheb 

Sad,iq Ill irza Sabeh 

Baqa Huosain Saheb 

Nnwa.b Syed 
As gar 

Mohomad 
Saheb, 

Nawah ~a.<lir Ali Khan 
ISaheb, 

No.wab Mobom&<l ITadi 
Saheb. 

Soheb 

Ditto, 

Ditto • 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Wasiqadar: Wozirganj 

Service. Golag&nj 

'Ditto. 

D!tto, 

W n• iqad11r, GolaganJ 

Ditto. 

Ditro. 

Howaod when 
Elected. 

At a aeeting of Anjuman 
i-~loltomadi held on 
17'h December 1~99, 

Oitto, 

Ditto. 

· · Ditto. 

. ' 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Jlitto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. -

Ditto. ' 

Ditto. 

Ditt.o. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

· Ditto. 

Ditto, 

l•itto. 

.. 
Ditto • 

Ililto. 

Ditto. 

Jlitlo, 

pirto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto . Nawab Nawazisb Ali Khan Ditto. Wa•iqadar, Seago•m. • .. I 
------~--~-----
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. 
408 N •• W.P. Ondb. Lnoknow. Syed Ali Ansat, Esq. .. Mohomad· Bwster-at.Jaw . .. At a mn&f!l m~ting ht>l• 

and an. at the ConJlreflla J•an•IRJ 
Ondh. on the :!4th Dere111lJ~ r 

1~99. 

409 .. " .. llirza Sami-nllah Beg B.A. Ditto. Val<il ... Ditto • 
L. L. B. 

410 .. .. .. Prince Ahdnl Fateh Ditto, Rais, a descendant of Ditto. 
Jallal-nddin Mirza Aopahan royal fami-
Hobomad Ismail. ly. 

~11 .. •• .. Mirz' Abnl Haasan . .. Ditto.~ Service, W a.zir Gauj .. Ditto, 
' 

412 " .. .. Syed Naqi .. Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. . 
(13 .. .. ., Nawab Babban Sabeb ... Ditto. Mnkbtar, ditto . . Ditto. 

• 
414 " .. .. Syed Ali Mehndi . . Ditto. Zamindar, Nakhao . .. Ditto. 

415 .. .. ., Syed Mohomad Hashim ... Ditto. Ditto, Ditto. 

416 " 
... .. Hakeem Syed Hussain ... Ditto. Phyaician and Merchant Ditto. 

417 .. .. " 
HaidarKban ... Ditto. Trader, Saadat Ganj .. Di~to. 

418 " .. .. Syed Altaf Hussain .. . Ditto. Service, Aminabad . .. Dit.to. 

• 
419 " ... .. Haji Mohomad Usaf ... Ditto. Merchant, Chank ... Ditto. 

' . 
• Syed Ali Bahadur . Ditto. Servic.-, Stable Haider Ditto • . .. 

420 .. .. .. llaig Khan. 

411 .. .. .. Syed Mebndi Bahadur ... Ditto. Ditto, Ditto. 

422 .. •• .. Mir Sardar Ali . .. Ditto, Zamindar, Bag·i·Fajju ... Ditto. 

423 
" ·- n 

I " 
Mir Ghulam Abbao ... Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. 

42~ .. .. Nawab 
" • Shafi. 

Syed Mohomad Ditto. Waeika•Jar. Garhi 
BRig . 

Anm Ditto. 

425 .. .. .. Sheikh Ahmad Ali ... Ditto. Service, ditto .. Ditto. 

' 426 .. ,; 
" 

Nawab Usaf Hussain , .. Ditto. Pensioner, , Tahsin Ganj ... Ditro. 

427 •• ... .. ,, Bachau Saheb ... Ditto . Zamindar, Top Darwa.za ... Ditto. 

428 .. ' .. .. Mebndi Hassan Ditto. Waoikadar, )louh•i Ganj ... Ditto. .. 
429 ... ,, .. !d11nshi Ali Hussain Ditto. Service, Moulv\ Ganj ... Ditto~ 

Kh•n. 

4:N .. .. .. Nawab Kaikaoa Mirza Sa· Ditto • Service, Mu.idan Elech l·i.t.to. 
heb, Khan. . . 

431 .. .. Mnnohl .. Sultan Hnooain DHto • Wasikadar, Dargah . .. IJitto. 

• 
43l .. .. .. M. Ehsan Hussain Ditto • Service Katra Abutarab Ditto. 

Khan. Khan. 

433 .. " .. N""•ab 
Saheb. 

Ali l!abadnr Ditto . Service, Galli Shah Chara Ditto. 

43, .. . ,, .. Bakeem Amir Hns•ain Ditto • Pbyoician, Cbanlr . .. Ditto. ... 
435 .. .. .. Sheikh Ahmad Ali Saheb Ditto, Poet .. . Diito. 

.Kamil. 

436 .. .. A Cbottan Sabeb ... Ditto, Service Ditto. 
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Luckllow. Mohomad Mustafa Saheb Mohomad· Service· '• 
'1m. '• 

. ' ·~· 

.. 
" 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
•• 

" 
• • .. .. 
.. 
.. 
.. . 

-.... 

.... -~ .>:: .; ... ' -~.--
; ) .·;". ~ 

Nawab Sher Afgao Shah 
aliM Ladley Saheb. 

Razaq Ali Khan alias 
Cbhaban Saheb. 

Jafar Hnaeain 

· Ditto.' 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

' :- " ' ,_,_ 
Aminabad. , ' ··~~' : ;· 

: ,:J ·. ·~~ >.: ,~ i 

,.. Ditto~.·, 

•• 

'··~ 
Kazim Hussain Ma/.,luJr Ditto. 

S~ice, Mufti Ganj · .• 

Galli Shah Chhara 

Mnnshi Akbar Khan ' , .. 

Nawab Syed Mohomad 
Bahadur. 

Ditto, . Service Mnfti Ga"j 

Ditto, Baujori Tola; . • • i 

·- }I .r-

Nawab -· Wazir Mirza 
Saheb. 

Ditto. Zamindar, Wazir Ganj ._ •. 

Munshi Wl'jid Hussain... Ditto. Zamindar, Parchawalli 
' · Galli. , .-

Syed Abol Hnseain · Ditto.. Zamindar, .Golaganj< ; , 

., Badahab Ali -- c ~- •• , Ditto. · Ditto, .,· ,, · 

1\lohomad A&kari 

Qazi Habih-nllah 
··~ 

. Ditto. 

Ditto. . 

., Shahamat Ha• san... . Ditto. 

Service. Golaganj. 

Ditto, 

Ditt~.- , 

Cbowdhry M.im~az Hu,s· 
aaio. · 

Ditto.~ ZemindiU', Golagan) 

Chowdhry lmtyaz, Rus-. Ditto:· Ditto. 
aaiu. -

. . 

' . 

'_ .... 

-.; 

: .. , i How and wlii!D 
Elected, . 

' -~-

At a ma•• tueeting held 
at the I ongress l'anda.l 
on the 2-lt!J DecemLe,·· 

' 1800. 

--. \,--
Ditto • 

Ditto. 

.Ditto. : 

Ditto. 

Ditto •. 

l>itto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

mtto. 

Ditto. · 

Ditto • 

Ditto, 

Ditto • 

Ditto • 

Ditto> 

. . 

.. MO>olvi ·.Mobomad Eunae Ditto. Ditto. . '

Ditto~ 

':.; ' . .-Ditt ·~ 

Di,to, ' .. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. .. 
.. 
, . 

.. 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

Sh•ikh Wazir Hussain 

Syed Aga Hns11in 

Moolvi Syed 
Husain. 

Mobomad 

Baqar Hussain Sabeb 

Syed Tasadduq Ali · 

Qui Asghar Hussain 

,. Fida Hnssain 

• 

. .. 

Ditte. · 

Ditto. 

Ditto.. 

·B~t·vice, ditto, 

Ditto.... Service · , ''f. ,. 

Ditto, ~emm"dar 

Ditto, 'Ditt~. 

~-

~!-'• ..... 

,. Khurshaiol. Hussain ' .Ditto.· 
';-._., ,. : - _-- -· $·. ~-

'• . Ditto. , 

Ali Mirza. Humaon 
l>hikoh. 

• 

Nazir Aga Saheb 

S) ed llohomad IVa hid 

Syed Mobomad Taqi 

Syed Moloumad Hadi 

M. Mo]taba Hussain 

Syed Mustafa Husuin,,. 

·Ditto. Penaioner,_Jauhad Mohalla 

·Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Di~to. 

Ditto. 

' 
Hadis Khaw~ (Preacher} 

1\' azir Ganj. . · ~ 

Serl-ice, Mufti Ganj · , • 

Ditto .. 

j · . Ditto. 

I 
Zerulndar 

Fenica-

-.~ 

• 

'Ditto. . 
. -, 

Ditto: 

Ditto • 

,DiUo,. ._, 

Ditto. . 

Ditto .. 

._. Ditto •. · 

DiUor . 

Ditto •. 

Ditto . 

'Ditto . 

Dit'o." 

' .. 
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Names in full of Delegates, 
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II ow and when 
Elected. 

469 N.-W.P. 
and 

Oudh, ~ 

Oddh. · L11oknow. Syed Mohomad Raza Mohomad· Service; K•tra Abu Turab I At a mao• meeting held ~~ 

' 
472 

476 

417 

H8 

479 

480 

481 

482 

4sa 
. 

•s• 
481; 

•. 488 

487 

488 
< 

489 

496 

.. 91 

492 

493 

495 

496 

497 

498 

499 

. 

' ~ .. 
~ .... 
" .. ', 

.. 
' 

" 

'• ' 

.. .. 
·' '' 

~ '''· .. . , - - ,, 
.. .. 
.. .. .. ,. 

• 
' .. 
" 

•• 
... .. . .. 

.. .. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
•• .. 
.. 
.. 

.. 
. .. 

•• 

" .. 
" ... 

• •• 
" 

~,. 

•' "' .. 

" 
n 

.. .. 
•• 

~" 

·" 

Saheb. an. Khan. the Cohgr••• Pantlal on 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
' .. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
" .. 

. ,, ~ 
,. 
tJ ~ • 

•• .. 

Hakeem Syed Talazul Huo· Ditto. 
aa.in. 

Sheikh Bunyad Hnssain Ditto. 

Khwaja Mohomad .Mir Na· Ditto. 
wah Saheb. 

Mohomad Wazir Saheb ... 

Syed Ahmad Shah 

Nawab Shama·nddin 

Hafiz M ukhtar Ahmad .. .' 

Ditto.' 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Munshi Raza Ahmad ... Ditto. 

Syed Mohomad Asgar • • Ditto. 

Syed Pearay Saheb 

Ali Nawab Saheb 

Ali Mirza •• 
. .. 

Mnnshi Yusaf Hussain.;. 
' 

,. Imflad Hussain ... 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

·Ditto.· 

Ditto. 

, Mohomad H~Uaan .. Ditto. 

' Mnaharaf Bnoaain Saheb 

Ahmad Russai"l ,, ... 

Jauhri Mohalla 

Chauk 

Service 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto • 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditt~ • 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto • 

Ditto . 

l>ittG. 

, , _ Sadiq Hussain •• •• 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Mustafa Booeain 

Abu Saheb 

.. . ' 
Mumtaz Hussain Sabeb... Ditto • 

•• Mir Ahmad AH 

., ' ( Babn Gauri Shanker 

Ditto •. 

Hindu • 

•• -· ~ Madan Mohan Lal -· Ditto. 

Zamiudar 

Pleader 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

.. ., Oodh~ Beliari Lall 
Samar. 

Kayaotha. Service, Po•t 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

• 
, Prithi Pat Rai 

Lala Ram Raghbir . 

Maharaj Sa~i Din 

Bahn Kishan Prasad 

" Fateh Bahadur 

Binda. Rais 

Ditto • Banker 

... Brahman. ;\lukhtar 

Khattri. Trader 

Hindu • Vakil 

• tho 2!th Decem bel' I ~~9. 

·Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditt I, 

Dioto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

I 

At a/ublic Ward meeting 
bel at 8aadat Ganj ou 
the 6th Decem'oer Jk!l!!. 

Ditto 

Public meeting helol Rt 
Ch,.uk on 9th December 
1>!99 • 

IJitto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Pnblie meeting heltl at 
t;aadat Oanj on dtlt lie· 
cember J89Y. 

• At a public Ward mectiug 
held at Chauk oo the 
9th December 18HH, aud 
also at a wasR meetioj! 
held at Congre,.~ Par11lal 
on the 2-Ith DeeemiJu 
18!19. 

----~~--~--------~--~--------~-------

. I 
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Names in full of Delegates, 
Electorial with Honorary Titles, 
Division. Scholastic Degrees, 

etc. 
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o·~ 

"Eil ~ 4) .. 

:::.s ~ 
"'e'" ""OQ 
a) g"CC ~ 
tJQ,lE:I:::I 

'"A'"" "" . 

Oeoupation and 
Address..· 

··If ow and when 
· J!leated., 

J •• ·' -;. 

~ ~~ 5 
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Ill N.-W.P. Ondh. Lucknow. Lnla Gopal Dass 
and 

Oudh. ' 

Hindu. Banker and Municipal 
Commissioner. 

At a public Ward meeting 
held at Cb,.nk on the 9tlL 
December 1899, and ,.)sa
at a mass meeting held 
n.t Congress Panda] on. 
tbe 24th December 1890, 

I 

I -

U:! 

l.a 
01 

05 
! 

•J6 
! 
IY; 
I 

I 

l•s 
I 

I 
(19 

10 

3 

" 
" 

" .. 
" .. 

... 

" .. 

" 

" 

" 
.. 
" 

" 

" 
" 
" 
., 

" 

" 

" 

I 
I 

I 

I 

" " .. .. 
.. .. 
.. .. 
.. . " \ 

.. " 

" " 

" .. 
.. • • 

.. ,; 

" •• 

.. ,, 

.. " 

.. .. 
.. .. 
" " 
" .. 
.. .. 
" " 
" " .. ,, 
.. " 

" " 

Babu Gauri Prasada Ditto. 

Ditto • Raia 

,., . 
~ -,- .. 

Lala Gauri Shanker 

Raja Ram Saheb 

Pandit Salig Ram 

Ditto, Vedanti' 

Ditto. 

Lala Sree Kishmi La! • • Ditto Banlcer 

Babu Bbairon Prasad ... Kayastha. Vakil and Zamindar 

Babn Salig J(am, B. A., 
LL, B.· .. 

Ditto. Ditto, --, - · 

; 

M edieal Practitioner 

· Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto.· 

... At a public .Ward meeting 
held at Y ahia Ganj on 
the 12th December 1899~ 
and also at a maos meet· 
ing held at. Congress. 
Panda! on the 24th De--. 
cember 1899. 

Ditto, 

Dibto. Babn pamodar Daso 

Munshi Bishen Lal. 

Hindu. 

Ditto, Proprietor, Oudh Press ... At a public Ward meeting 
held at Yahia Ganj on• 
the 12th Deoember 1899., 

Babn Raghubar Dyal •• Ditto. Zamindar · 

Babu Ramchandra, M. A. . Ditto. Vakil, High Court 

• • • • . . 
Ditto. Babu Isbwari Praoada, Kbattree. 

B. A., LL. B. 

.. 

... 
Ditto. 

At· a public Ward meeting· 
of Ganesh Ganj held on 
the 17th December 1899, 

· · and also at a mass meet-
ing held at CongreOB 
Panda! on tha 24• h De
cember 1899. 

I 

' Ditto.. 
' ' 

Pandit Laehhman Prasada Brahmin. Proprietor, Fakir's Poor 
Diopensary. 

DUto • 
.·., 

Babn Ajit Prasad, M. A •. Vaishya. Vakil, High Court 
L. L: .II. 

Pandit Ram Dularay llaj- Brahmin. ' Pen&ioner and Trader ... 
pai. 

Babn Jugal Kishore, B. A. Khattree. l:;ontractor, La! B~gh ... 

Pandit Makhan Lo.U 

Babu Ishree Dyal 

Babu Earju Dyal 

... Brahmin. 

.. Kayastha., Ad,·ocate 

Ditto. Pensioner 

Babu Bhuban Mohan Roy \"'aid. Merchant 

Pandit Sheo Behari Lall Bral•miu. Vakil 

Babu H ar Dyal •• Kayastha. 

• 
I'andit Beni Madbn ... Brahmin. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

• 

Ditto • 

• 
Ditto • 

Ditto. 

·Ditto •. · 

Ditta. · 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

• Ditto. 

At a public Ward meeting 
of Ganesh Gnnj held on. 
the ·17th December 1899 . 

Ditto. 
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Occupation and 
Addresa. 

How and whea 
Eleetetl. 

ii2ij N.-W.P. 0~1qh. Lucknow. Babn. Ban•i Lal Singh, 
& . Chaum&n, ReceptionCoru-

Oudh. . . mittee of the 15th 1. N. 
<?ongress. • 

Hindu 
Khattree. 

Advocate ... At a pnhlic maNs meet in~ 
attended hy some ~10.000 1 

men, held at l'ongre.Ha 
Pnndal on tho ~Uh lle· 
ocmber H-t9\t 

52S 

530 

532 i 

r I 
5:13 1 

{i.~. I 
535 j 

li36 

5:{7 

~3~ J 
;. 

5~9 II 

iiiO I 

i 
r.ll I 

' 
5-l2 i 
an.! 

5Hj 
~ 11> 1 

I 

~~~ l 
OJ l; i 

I 

fiHl 
=>19 i 

- I fie.~O 1 
' 

r.:n ! 

" ·. 

" 

" 

" 

.. 
" 
.. 

" 

" 

.. 

... 

.. 
" .. 

.. 
... 

" 
" 
" 
" 

.. 
'·' 

" 
" 

" .. 

.. 
" 

" ,. 

" 

•" " 

" " 

.. .. 
" .. 

•• .. 
.. " 

~ . ,., " 

" " 

" " .. 
" 

ni 

•• " 
... 

. " .. .. 
.. .. 
" " 

" " .. 
" 

" " 
" 

... 
., .. 
.. " 

" " 

Babu Ganga Pras~da. Yar· Khattree. 
ma 

Miss Garlanl\ 

Proprietor & Editor, Ad· 
1'0Cftte (bi·w•okly jour· 
nal), and Hindustani 
(Vrdu weekly). 

Pandit Bishuo Narayan Kashmiri Barrister-at-Law 
Dar. llrahmin. 

Ba.hu Bipin Behari Bose, Bramho. Advocate, J. C. Court ... 
M • .A. 

Dr. Nobio Cha~tlra Mittm, Kayastha 
L.M.S. 

Medical Practitioner, Vic- • 
toria Ganj. . 

Bn.hn Krishnn Prasada 
Bysak, B. A. 

Ditto. Joint Editor, Adrocatc ... 

Babn Krislmn Baldeo Var· Hindu. 
ma. 

·Pandit Iqbal Narain Ma· Kashmiri 
sa.lda.n. Brahmin. 

Pandit Sheyam Karain Ditto. 
Masaldan. 

Pandit Gokoran Nath }tis· Brahmin . 
. ra, M.A. 

·-

Proprietor of Vidya Vi· 
node and K. B. Varma 
Press. 

Zamindar 
• 

Zamindar 

Vakil, High Court 

Babu Sita Ram Varma, Hindu Vakil, Kheri 
B. A. K ayastha. 

j Babu Sham Lall , ... Hindu. Vakil 

l Pa~dit~ Sree Kishl\n ... 

\ 

r Babu Har Biio.s Bhargava, 
B. A. 

Kashmiri Pensioner 
llrahmin. 

Hiudn. Zamiod&r 

Pan<lit Gyanaesbawar Brahmin. Cbauk • 
Shastri. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

I Pandit Behari Lall Shastri 

I Paodit Kanabya Lall •. 

. Babu Raghuba.r Singh ... llindu. Pleader and Zamindar ... 
• 
1 Babu Ram Garib ... Kayastlia. Manager, Kaya.stha. TnJin~ 

I 
Company, Ld., Luclinow. 

I
I Pandit Raghuhar Dyal ... Br ,bmin. Zamindar ... 

Bo.bo Sekhfr Clundra .. Bin•ln. oBank•r 

.. Hari Klshan Dht;~:~e J 

" Bashashwar :Satb ... j 
' I ,. Din Dyol 

., Lalla Munno Lall 

. Balm Ghasee Ram 

I 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto . 

1z .. d 1 a.nnn ar ... I· ... Cloth }Jercbant 

Trader 

Ditto. 

Genet:al Merchant, Sutltlerl' I Bazar. 

Ditto . 

Ditto. 

Ditto: 

Ditto. 

Ditto . 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

JHtto. 

Ditto. 

Vitto 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Dit!O. 

flitto. 
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I 
~ames in full of Delegates, 

Electorial with Honorary Titles, 
Division. Scholastic Degrees, 

etc. 
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Oc<111p~tion o.nd Addreos • 

w2 N.·W.P. Oudb. Lacknow. Pandit llalbuji 
& 

... BrahmiD. Vaid 

Oudh. 

553 
" .. .. 
.. .. " 

" " " 
a.;s 

" " " 
6.57 

" .. .. 
" " .. 

551 .. " .. 
• 560 

" " .. 

l'andit Behtri Lalji 

Lnlla Mutsadi Lall 
' 

Pandit Mohendra Narain 

Babu Tej Kishun 

.. Chhedi Lall 

.. Dbaram Chand 

Ditto. 

Hindu. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto:' 

Ditto • 

,, Indra Prasad& Jag· Ditto, 
moban . 

Babn Jaggan N~th. Ditto. 

Ditto, 

~. •.•• 

Ditto. 

Pensioner and Trader, Ni.· 
zirabad. 

Banker ILnd Z~mindar .. 

Ditto. 

Banker 

. . . 
Howandwben 

· Elected . 

' . 
. · .... 

At a ptthlic mass meetin~ 
attended by some 30,0UC)· 
men, held at Congre•• 
l'andal on the 24th De
cember 1~~9. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto.· 

Ditto. .. . 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

561 
" " Ditto. Merchant, Hazratganj ... : . Ditto. J walla Sahoy .. .. 

li62 

&63 

665 

M7 

&68 

569 

570 . 

,Z>11 

1572 
I 

:~:I 
57t. 

5i7 

i ."jj8 

I 
1iii9 

. ;jMO 
I 

l.o;n 

" 

" 
,; 

" 

" . 

.. 
" 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" .. 
" 

.. 
" 

" " 

" " 
" 

,, 

" . .. 
" " 

" " .. 
" .. 
" " 

" " 
" " 
" 
" .. 
" 
" " 

" .. 
" .. 
" ... 

... " 

.. " 

.. I<;edar N atb 

I ala Kanahya Lall JouJw.ri 

Babu Kisha.n Prasada ... 
• 

Pandit K i•han Ch .. ndra ... 

Babu K und au L~>ll 

.. . Lachhman Prasada· 

" 
Madan Moh&'l Lall ... 

" 
Madhu Ram 

, Romesh' Chandra 
Ghosh. 

, P..nghubar Dyal 

,. RaiD Lal 

, Roja Ram 

,. lihiam Sunder. Lall .. 

, Shiam Lall Mittra..,. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto.· 

Hindu. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

. Ditto. 

' 

Ditto. 

mtto. 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

AdYocate, Chanlr 

Trader Chauk .•. 
Trader 

Banker 

Contractor 

Pleader 

Accountant, 
Banlt. · 

Allahabad 

Service · ... f 
. ' I 

Merchant 
.- ;--

Ditto.· 

· Ditto. " 

Tra•l•l•. 
1 

General ~lcrohant. Am ina··:. 
bad. .1 

. ' 
Ditto. , P.earler 

,, R. B. Bose, H. L. Brahmo. Medical Practitioner 
M.S. 

... l 

K•mwar Gobind Krislmn 1 Hindu. 
Narayan. 

Knnwar Kashi Kri~han Ditto. 
Narayan, B. A. 

Lala Lachhmi Narayan ... Ditto. 

Lala Gopal Daso Ditto, 
1\hattree. 

Lalla Uauri Shanker 

Zamindar 

Vakil and Zamiudar 

Ditto. 

Trader 

.. I 

... j 
! 
! 
I 

• •. t 

I 

Pit to, anrl also at a Cbauk 
n>Peting held on the 9r.h 
lleeember 1~99, 

Ditto. 

At. R lHlhlie mass meeting 
hehl at f ongresa Panrta.J. 
011 2Hil De~embet· 1899, 

Ditto. 

• IJitto. 

Ditto. 

· mtto • 

· Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Hit to. 

Ditto. 

lJitto. 

-Ditto; 

l>:tto. 

Jritto .. 

Ditto . 

Ditto. · 

· llitto . 

llitto . 

J it.:o. 

. 

" II iD<Io. Merchant Oi,to. 
!___..:., __ ____. _______ -:-_ -. -~-~----..:....· ----

. . . ~ 
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.5~2 

.583 

58' 

585 

5811 

587 

588 

589 

..6 90 

591 

.592 

.593 

.594 

.595 

..596 

.597 

598 

• 599 

600 

-~601 

,602 1 

..603 

<604 

·605 

606 

-607 I 

.608 

609 

.. 
0 • ·;; 
~a 
iil= 
.,~ 
·~ .. ::;o 
Q:;O• 

N.·W.P. 
& 

Oudh. 

Jf/ 

,. 
.. 
.. 

... 

... 
" 

.. 
.. 
.. 
" 
.. 
" 

" 

.. 
" 

.. 

.. 
"· 

.. 

.. 
•• 

" 
.. 
.. 
.. 

·.- :JI,-~ ..., .• -

.. ' <l .. 
-~ 
(.) 

"' "' " .. .., .. 
0 

0 

Oudh. 

' -.. 
.. 
" .. 
.. 
" 

" 
,, 

" 
.. 
" .. ·' 

" 
" 

.. 
.. 

.. 

.. 
" 
... 

.. 
" 
" 

.. 

., 

" 

I 
. . 

Electorial 
Divieion. 

Lucltnow. 

.. 
" 
" 
" .. 
" 
" 

" 

" 
Unao 

" 

" 

" .. 
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Munsbi Har Persbad B<M· Hindu ... Poet and Service 
tikar .. 

Munshi Bishambe~ N atb Ditto . Service ... 
Pandit Bani .\ladbo Trivedi D'tto. Commission Agent 

.. 
" 

Girdhari LU:ll 

Hor.i Ha.r Nath 

Babn Brahmanand Singhi, 
M.A. 

Babu Brij Mohan. Lall 

.. Bansidhar 

i 

" Che$'unji Lal 

Pandit J aggan N ath 

Pundit lq hal Shanker 
Kochak. 

Mr. M. L. Mittra 

Lalla Bachci Shah 

" 
Bal Gobind 

Ditto. Preacher 

Brahman. Service 

Hindu Principal, Ra.mpur lligh 
Bengali. School. 

Hiadu ... Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Brahmin 
Kashmiri 

Bengali 
Christian. 

Hindu ... 

Ditto. 

ZfLmindar and Coblmission 
Agent. 

Contractor 

Pleader 

Penaioner 

Merchant, Maha.jan, Za.
miodar . 

Ditto . 

,. Chhedi Lall Sahi~ .. Ditto. Merchant 

[Ra.i Bareli Babn. Banki Behari Lall... Kayastha Zamindar 

Sitapur ... Munshi Murli Dhar Ditto . Pleader 

" 

•• 
.. 
" 
.. 

... 
" 
" 

" .. 
Shahje-
han pur. 

Babu Chhal llehari Lall Ditto.· Vakil 
.ltlunicipal Commissioner 
and Member of District 
Board 

Mr. B.' C. Dutt, Bttrabhan Bengali. Barrister-at-Low 

Babu J ogesh Chandra 
Ghosh, LL'. B. 

Khwaja Zahir-u<l-din 

Bengali 
Kayastba. 

Mohoma· 
dan .. 

Vai<il 

0 0 •• 0 •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Lalla Shiva Dyal l'ah, · Hinun ... Banker Misrik 
Member, Local and Dis· 
trict Boards. 

Kunwar Pooran 8ingh Ditto . Zamindar ; Surjanpur 

.. Anrndh Singh ... Ditto. 
·~ 

V. Jairampur ... 

Thakur .laggan Nath Ditto. V. Biswan 
Singh. " 

Thakur Randhira Singh, Ditto. V. Kuchlagee ... 
" 

Pandit Ram Lotan Brahmin . ll aha jan and Zamindar .. 

Babu Kalka Prasada B A 
LL.B. ' ' ., Kayastha. Vakil, High Court 

Row and when 
Elel\te<l. 

At a /ublic mnsK meet it 
bel at ('ongn'88 Pa.nd 
on 24th Decemuer Ill~' 

Ditta. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Pit to. 

D>tto. 

At a public meeting hel,l on 
the 26th Ooeembur H99. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

})it to. 

Ditto. 

At a mass meeting held at 
Lucknow Co '"~!.{ress P~tn· 
do.l on the 2-lth Decl'm· 
her 1H~9. 

At a publio meeting held 
on 24th N o•·eon ber IH:/9. 

Ditto • 

• 
Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

At a public meeting of the 
several villageR on the 
27th (Misrik) lith (Sur
janpur). 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Ditto 

At a publie meeting hel~l 
on 7th December Hs~9. 
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Babn Bhairon Prasada, Kayastha. Vakil, 'mgb Court. 
B. A., LL.B. 

At a public meeting held· 
on 7th December 1899. 

·, 
. - •' . 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
1 

nl 
18 

~19 

i20 

i22 

. ., ... 
'·" 
12! 

125 

126 

133 

)29 

130 

131 

133 

135 t 

136 

.. 

.. 

.. 

" .. 

" 

.. 

. , 
.. . 
.. 
... 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

... 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

" 

" .. 
" 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
•• 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

Agra • 

.. 
.. 
.. 
•• 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

I .. Babn Bac!ri Prasada. 

Munshi Bakhtawllr Singh. 

I 

·., Ditto.-' .. .. Ditto. 

Dittn. .. 
.. Lala )(unj Beharl Lall, 

Municipal Commissioner 
and Member of District 
Board. 

Ary ... 
Vais •. 

Khattri. 

Propri~tor, Al'ya Darpaa 

B:::: and . Zami~~ar .:. \ . , .. 

. .. 
Ditto. 

.. Lala K~lln Mall 

Bareilly. I Pandit 'fulsi R· !Jl-Misra, 
!.1. A. 

r 

Ditto. 

Hindu 
Br•hmiu 

· Arya. 

Merchant 

Hcoorary Principal, Arya 
Samaj Institution. 

Ditto. 

Ditto.· 

.. Babu J" all a S&bai Var- Ka~·ostha. Zamiodar 
ma. 

.., At a public meeting held on• 
. the 22od :November 1~99 •. 

.. Haji · Riar.-nddio Ahmad. M!)homad· Service 
an 

Almora... Pandit Jwala Dntt Joshi· Bi-a~min. Pleader, Sigh Court 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

, Bhola Dutt Paode, · Ditto •. 
B. A., LL.B • 

Ditto. 

. 
Pandit Hari Ram Pand•, !Jiitto. Ditto. 

B. A. 

Pandit Sad a nand Saowlli Ditto. Editor, Almoro Akhbar -· 

!>heikh 111an-ulla Mohomad- Merchant 
an. 

Munshi Nazeer ·Ahmad J)itto • Ditto. 

Tit to. Hf.fiz Ahmad-ullah · Dittl) •. 

Lala Cbiraonji Lall Shah . . l!indu 
· Vais. 

Booker and · Proprietor, 
Tea and Fruit·Gardeo. 

Ditto • 

.At •a public ;neeting held 
on the 14th Decem-.. 
her 1899. 

·' 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto • 

. Ditto. 

Ditto • 

Ditto. 

Naioi Tal. Lala Hira La)l •• , Hlndn Holise~c·wOer ·'· At ll puhlic meeting held'• 
on tbe 27th Decem-· 
her 1899.' 

.. ,. Amar Nath ... Ditto. Ditto. 

~·urrnkha· Babu Sbambho Nath, Hindu Pleader and ·:Zamiodar ••• 
bad. M noicipal Commissioner K•yastba -" 

.. 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
•• 

.. 

Panuit Sbiva Prasada Brahmin. Pleader; Fatel1garh ' 
Mi!lta. 

Paodit Lalmun Bhott&· Ditto. 
cbarya, B. A. 

I 
Pan,dit Ram Rattan 

., Raghubar Dayal 

·'Ditto. 

Ditto. . 
fboubey llakbuu Lall Ditto. 

Paodit • Sundar Naraia Ditto. 
Mushrao 

Babn Gaurdhao Lall, B.A., 
LL. B., l\lem~er, Local· 
lloard. , 

Lala ISham Lall 

Hindu 
Kurmi. 

Hindu 
Vaio. 

Banker 

Banker and Landholder.; 

Merchant 

Pleader, 

Merchant 

Vakil, Bigb Court1 Zamio· 
d&r. 

Clot.b M erchaut 

Ditto • 

At a public meeting held
on 24th December 1899. 

Ditto.· 

liitto •. · 

Ditto • 

Ditto • 

Ditto • 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto • 
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637 

638 

639. 

--
610 

611 

642 

643 

615 

6~7 

6-lS 

619 

lli>O 

651 

652 

1153 

656 

. 657 

660 
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Agra.. • Furrub·•kha- Babu Balmukand ... llinolu I Mukhtar ..• At a public meeting held 

cw. Vais. on the 2-lth Decem Ll'l 
- 18U9. .. 
. , 
.. 
.. 

" 

c,;owawami Gobardban tall Bmhmi.n.: P1iest; Editor, Brij Bashi At a publin meeting hold 01 
' \ / Mantavey Paper (flindi), the 24th December 1899. 

Gowswami Radha Charan, Ditto. , Priest, Radharam Street... Ditto . 
Municipal Commissioner 1 

and Honorary Magistrate 

.. 
Mnttra. 

Brinda.ban 

" Bai>D Ja.gouath Prasa.da Hindu Vakil 
Uhargava. Ditt '· 

Agra ..• l;!abu Narain Prasada, 
B. A., LL.B. 

Koyastha Ditto. At a public meeting helil 
on · the 2lstJ lJecem· 
ber 1 ijU9. 

.. 
. ' 

B•bn Kidar .N"tb, B. A~, 
LL. B, Hony. Secretary, 

Standing Congress 

Vais Ditto Ditto. 

. . . ' 
Committee, Agra • 

n - •• .. Moulvi ltrat Hussain ... llohomad- Editor and Proprietor, Sur- Ditto. 

" 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. ··. 

... 

.. 
.. 
.. 
•• 

.. 

.. 

.. 
. .. 

.. 
•• 

" 

.. .. 

.. .. 

' an. ma-i-Razgar (Urdu). 

Babn ' Garish Chandra llen~ali Teacher, Victoria High 
Chowdbry, B. A. Brahmin. School. 

Lala Shyam Lall VIliS. Banker and Grain l\1 er
chant. 

Ditto. 

Tit to. 

Meerut. Aligarh... Mohomad Zafaryab Khan(ob~~~·t!: Pleader and Zamindar ... At a public meeting ~el 
on the 20th Decen' 
ber 189U. 

•• •• !IIohomaJ , Sarfraz Khan, Dir.to. Pleader Ditto. 

Ditto. .. 
.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

·" 

• •• 

.. 
.. 
.. 
•• 

.. 

.. 

.. Hafiz Mohoman Abdur- Ditto . Pleader and Zamindar ... 
rahim. 

. .. Babu Lachmi Narain, Kayaotha Pleader 
B. A. 

Ditto. 

" 
" 

Pandit Bhawani Shanker 

llabu Sohal! Lall, B. A. • .. 

., J Babn Uday Ram 

M~ernt ... l! Mr. Babu Lall, B. A. . .. 

Brahmin.! Ditto. 

Kayastha: Zamindar 

Brahmin. Service 

Hindu . Pleader, Hi11h Court 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

... At a public meeting bel 
on 8th November 1899. 

•• ll•bu Ram Saran Das, Kayastha Vakil 
B. A., LL. B. . •. 

Ditto. 

·- u -- ·Babu Pablad Eingb Hindu Zamindar and Vakil ... 
Vaish. 

Ditto. 

.. Lala Umrao Singh Ditto . Landholder Ditto. 

Muzafar. Pandit Indra Prasada ... Kashmiri Pleader 
nagar. lll'ahmin. 

... At a pu"lic m~etiog flel 
on ~1st December 1899. 

' 
Saharan· 

pur. 

.. 

.. 

.. Mohan Lall 

Babn Anand Sarup, B. A., 
LL B., 1<', T. S.~ · ... . . 

Babu Naimi Dass 

Drn.hmin 
Sa.rawat. 

Barrister-at-Law, Advo- At a public meeting he 
on the 9th December 18[ ca.te. 

Agarwal a.. Vakil, High Conrt Ditto. 

Jain. Ditto. Ditto. 

161 Panjab, 'Lahore. Delhi .•. Mr. Ragba Nath Gorge ... · Hindu 
Vo.ia. 

Barrlst.er·Bt· Lll w Ditto, 

.. 862 Lala Girdh1lri Lall .. •• Ditto: Pleader , .. Ditto. 
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'3 Punjab. Lahore. Delhi) ... Babn Sree Kishan Das .:.j Khattri. Contmiasion Agent 

4 

5 

6 

'7 

;g 

9 

I 

;o 

7l 

i2 

73 

75 

'j(j 

77 

78 

i79 

i80 

i82 

i83 

liR5 

098 

.. 

.. 

" 

.. 
.. 

" 
.. 

.. 
" 

" 

" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
" .. 
•• 

.. 

.. 

.. 

" .. 

" 

" 
.. 
.. 
" 

.. 

.. 

.. 

" 

.. 

., 

.. 

" 
., Indra Narain .... I Ditto. " 

··~ .......................... ~···· ................................ 
Umballa. Rae Sahib Lala ~lurlidbar, Bindn .•. 

Vice-President, Munici- .. 
pal Committee. 

Pleader, Chief Court •.. At a public meeting held 
on the 21th December 
1899, iu Umballa City. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

Bba.i Jhanda Singh, B.A.: I SiKh ,.. 
LL.B I 

Lala Baij Natb .•. Hindu 
Va.is. 

Lale. Jank; Pershad, Chair Hindu . 
me.n, Hindu Cotton Press Agarwala. 
t:o., Ld. · · 

Ditto • 

Director and Manager, Hln· 
dn Cotton Press Co., Ld. 

Proprietor, Upper India 
Steam Flour 1\lills. 

•• Be.hu Shama Chare.n 
Mukerjee,· 

Bengali Merchant. 
llrahruin. 

Gurgaon. Babu Dhani Ram, B. A , 
LL.B. 

.. Babu Lekh Raj, B. A. ... 

, Babu H•it. Ram, . ll. A:,. 
LL. B., Watson Medallist 

' 

'Hindn 
Khattti. 

Hindu 
,. Vais. 

Hindu 

Pleader, Chief Court, Pun
jab, and Vakil, High. 
Court, N •• w. P. · 

Pleader, Ch' ef Ccinrt ., .... 

Ditto • 

L&la M unshi Ham, Presi· 
dent, Arya Somaj, J allun· 
dba.r. . 

Arya ... J'leader 
~, I -_ ,. 

Amritsur. BabnKabaniya Imll, Muni· Hindn ... 
cipal Commissioner .. 

, 

" .. 
Lala Dina Nath 

Bhai Mabtab Singh 

,· Narain Singh 

Khattri. 

... · Sikh .... 

· .... ••• r 

Ditto. 

Mnkhtar 

Reis ; Landholder 

Ditto. 
.· 

Ditto. 

Ditto:· 

Ditto. 

])itto. 

At a public meeting held 
on the lith December 
1899, and a.lso by Bar 
Association. 

Ditto·. 

Ditto. 

Ata public meeting of In· 
dian Association held at 
Labore on 3rd December 
1899. 

At a public meeting held 
on the 20th December 
1899. 

,. 

Ditto.' 

Ditto. 

·Ditto. 

, . - lahore .... Bakshi Jaishi Ram, Serre
tary, Standing Congress 

Bindu •.. ·Pleader, Chief Court ' , •• Ditto 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 
•• ... 
.. .. 
.. j" •• 

" .. 

Committe • · 

· La! a Har Riohan Lnll, B. Ai., 
L'irector Punjab National 
Bank, Director, Bharat 
lns"uran<'e eompany, Di
rector Hindu Mntunl 
Fund, Director Punjab 
Spinning Co. 

Hindu 
:Arora. 

La Ia· Roshan La II ... Arya 

Barrister· at· Law· 

,. 

Ditto. 

, Sangam La.ll ... Kshattriya Pleader, Chief ('ourt 

Mr. ~agendro Nath Gupta · Hindn Landholder, ,Journalist ... 
· Vaidy&.· 

Lalla Jewan Dass. P•·esi· Arya ... Pensioner 
dent, Vachhawali Arya ' 
s~~- , 

Lala Devi Dyal, B. A., Hindu'... Pleade· 
LL.B. 

Lala Mohan Loll, B. A., 
LL. B, 

Ditto. Ditto • 

,. 
: 

... Arya ... Sub. Editor, ,A.rytiPatrika 
OV'-klyl . ... 

Lala Tnla Ram 

' ~Ditt<i. 

... 

Ditto.; 

Ditto. 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

~i:to . 

Ditt•>. ·' 
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1187 Bombay Sind ... 
r 

. I 
Shikarput. Mr. B. G. Pablajane, B.A., Hindu ... 

B. Sc. 
I 

Pleader ... 1 At 1!. public meeting helo 
on 'he 17th lJecerube 

Jsug, 

' • 118!!1" 

689 

li90 

691 

69'! 

ti93 

. 696 

I 

" 
" .. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

" 

.. 
.. 
.. 

. tiDH I- , 

• t)»>) 

100 

1111 

702 

iOl 

I 

iU7 i 

7P9 

.. 
.. 
.. 
" .. 
.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 
" 

,. t~. I Mr. Asamal Jethanand .. . 

1 , Lalchand Naoabhai .. . " " I , M urlidhar Jairam Dass .. " 
Ahmad·. Gujrat ... ,. 

ahad, 
Kesbava Lall, Ran· 
chhad Lall Desai. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Surat... Brocho ... Mamoblal W, Nanahari. .. Brahmin. 

Kh•n 
des b. 

Bhusa
wal. 

Pooua 

Dhulia ... Sh•nker l!ri Krishan Dev 
Esq., B. A., LL. 8.; 

i Secretary Khandesh J ana· 
I pad >Sabha. 
I . 

Jalgaon. jMadhorao Lakshman Kha
j nabate, Esq. 

NRBik ... j' Mr. M~<ngesh Balkrishna, 
. Kalaokar, 
f 

Ditto 

Hiodn ... 

Brahmin. 

Ditto. ·,. I ,, I ., Anant Raoji, Kavle ... 

Boruhoy
0

Bombay ... loinsltaw Edulji Waoha, Parsi ... 

.. .. 

.. .. 

.. .. 
" .. 
.. .. 
.. " 

Deecan. 

.. .. 
.. .. 

Congress CommiLtee. I 
Esq., General Seeretary, 

1M ani Shanker G. Bhot,Esq. Hindu ... 

' Hari 8it• Ram Dixit, Esq., Ditto. 
I B. A., LL. B. 

I Daji Abaji Khare, Esq., Paroi ... 
j B. A., LL.B. 
I 
I P. L. Nagpnrkar, Esq., 

I 

Heruchand Amarchand. 

Triluivan Das Pur•hotam 
Dass. 

Hon'ble Bal Gan~adbar 
Tilak, B .. \., LL.B., Mem· 
&er of the Sa.rvajanik 
!!abba (on"e .'merllher of 
Legislath·e Council. I 

~ Mr. Vasu,feva Ganeshi 
.Joshi, Member of Sarva· 
janik Sabha. 

Hindu 
Jain. 

Ditto . 

Hindu 
Brahmin. 

Ditto. 

Mr. Shiva R~m Mabadeva Ditto. 
Pal'anjpe. M. "·- Secre· 
tory liarvajaoik S&bha. 

Ditto. 

Pleader, LarkhanR 

Pleader 

Ditto. 

Ditto, 

Ditto. 

Headmaat•r, Aryan High At a public meeting of th~ 
School, Ahmadabad t.:i'Y· Gujra., Sahba held orl 

16th Docember 1~99. 1 

Pleade~ 

Ditto. 

Chief JA gent to the Life 
Assnraoee Company and 
J onrnalist. 

Mukhtar, Vakil Bimar ... 

Mill Aj~ent, member of the 
Municipal Corporation 
member of City Jmprove· 
meot Trust, 

Solicitor, High Court, Bom· 
bay Row ~-ort. 

Vakil H igb Court, Gagaim, 
Block Road. 

...... 
At a public meeting held 

on 20th December l89\t. 

At a public moetlng held 
at J olgaon on the :Wth 
December 1899. 

At a. public meeting held 
on 14th December 1~9U. 

Ditto . 

At a public meet'ng of Uta 
Bombay Pre·idency Ao· 

•ooiatioo held aL the place. 

Ditto • 

Ditto • 

Dittu 

Merchant ... A' a public meeting held 
OD 24th, 

Ditto. 

Proprietor of the Maraht< 
and Keeri :Sadashiti Peth 

Proprietor of Vhitrll8halla 

"' 
Ditto. 

At a public meeting held 
on the 17t._ December 
1M99 and alao at a meet~ 
ing of the M a.naging 
Committee of SarvajH.· 
nik Sabha held on 2lot 
December IM99. 

Ditto • 

Editor, Kal ... At a public nteetiog of Sar
,.R.janika Sabha J1eld oo 
the 21Bt December 1•99. 

" .. Munsbt Slunkh Huaaan aoo Mohomed· Islam Pre11cher Jomsar Dttto. 

.. ., 

.. .. 

.. .. 

of ;beikh Chand. an. Poona Disttrot. 

lh. P .• J. Swami 

.. L. R. Gokhale 

H iodn Medical Practitioner 
Arya 

Brahmin. 

Brahmio. Pleader 

Mr. S&dashiva B,1lkrishnal Ditto. Ditto . 
Rt.flt.i". 

At a public meeting heltJ on 
the 17th December J H9U. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 
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12 .. " .. 

13 .. " .. 
I. 

" .. .. 
15 .. .. .. 
16 .. ,. " 

Hon'ble Gopal Krishna Go· Br .. hmin 
khole, B. A., Member of 
Council of tbe Uove,n· 
ment of llombay, Life 
member D. E. Society •. 

Mr. Raghu Kath l)oji, Ditto. 
Nagarka.r, ~lembt>r_(•ouna. 
City Municipality, eec· 
ret.ary Ueccan Sahha. 

Mr. Vishnu Anant Patwar- Ditto. 
dhan, R. A. 

Mr. Dattatrnya B•hsant, 
Pa.rasnis, ~:na.md11r. 

Mr. Govind llalla.l Deval.~ 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Profe!iisor; Ferguson· Col· 
lege, Poono.. 

I , 

I Pleader. 

\ 
Ditto. 

Editor Sa tara 

Author 

t~ang&dbar, Ka.v~, Enam-. l 

Roo Sahib Ram Ch•n<lr&' ... I Conciliator 

dar, ~ecret.ary Pouna Ar· . . 
·bitratiou Conrth · ,., _ ~ . 

1 
· • - •. 

At a puhlic IJeccan Sa hba 
meeting of the ISth De· 
cembt>r 1~!\9 nnd also at 
tt puhlic m~et.i1;g of Bom
bay Presi,lenr.v AsRocia
doo hetd on ibe Decem· 
her si':\VU. .. 

At a. puhlie mt1e'in2 of 
J Deccan Sahha held on the 

. l8t.b December >8119, 

Ditto. 

mttr>. 

Dit~o. 

At a public meeti~g of the 
Pouna Zaminda.ri ConrL 

I As~oc!atiun held-on the 
20th. . 

17 .. Sat am .. Sa.tara. ... Ganeslt. Ballak " Phansal- '[Brahmin. Vakil, H igb Court · At a. p1ihlic meeting beld oa 
· the Wt.b December lt<fl9. ' 

718 
I 

.. .. 
~19 
I . " .. 
' '/20 .. 
7:!1 

" Sholapnr 

7.-'1-) 
~" .. f)harwar 

' 
7:!:i [Govern- Bera.r. 

1
rnent of 

1 Inrlia. 

.. .. 

., .. 

726 Central Raipur. 
Province:; • 

Madras. \Ganjam. 

7:;8 .. .. 
.. .. 

I 

kar, Efq. \ 

" 
·I 

Narayan Krishna Agashe, Ditto. Ditto. 
E.;q, B.A., LL B. 1 

., 
Ditto. 

.. ~h. Goviud -L~ksh~1an, j Ditto. Pl-eader Dit~o. 

Sholapnr. 

Dharwa.r. 

Amraoti. 

,. 

.. 

Desai 1. 
Mobamwad Najm-nd-din, [~loh•med· 
t..!nmar·U!1·di~, ~lunicipo.l~ . an. 

' 

i 

Commissioner. -~ -:. _ .· .. 

M r. 11. a m d h an d r e. :Brahmin. 
More~hwa Sane. t 

Krishnaji Aba.ji Gurnji,ll Ditt.o.' 
Esq. , · 

Roo Ba.had!lt Ranga Nath Hindu 
NarKinh MudholkaJ,R.A.,

1
Ma.barnsh

LL. B., Monicipal C.:om·jtrir. Brab· 
missioner, Secret:1ry Be· min . .., , 
t·ar Standing Congress 
Committee. 

Mr. Ma.ro- Vish\\a Nath, 
.Joshi, 1!. A., LL. B. 

Ditto, 

Mr .. Shivara.t.an8iogh, Var- Arya 
rna. Ksha~triya 

Raj put. 

Merchant 

District Court Pleader and 
Village Mull.:;iif £u.rbi 
Town. . ·' 

l'ditor of Kalidoa Patra ,. 

.: '. 
Righ Court Pleader, Lan•l· 

holrler. • · 

' .. 
,. 

.. 
Ditto. 

'--- . • 
J-·· : 

La•ulholder and Mel'f•hant 

Ditto. 

At a vuhlie m•etinr: held 
a.t Bat'Si Town on the 16r.h 
I:'ecember 1~99. 

At a . p•ihlt'a meeting held 
on the 3rd December 1899. 

t' - _. 1 

At" public n•eeting held a~ 
Amraoti on the ltlt b De
cem her 1~Y~ .. 

f>itto. · 

,\t a publin meeting held 
· of the Berar Sarvajanik" 

Sa.bha heltt ton the 10tb 
December J S99. 

I Mr. 'l'uka ltam, Vishnu ... . M.a.h11rasb- Ple:1dur " 
I tra llrah. 

At. o. }-lnl·li~ meeting held on 
the 3rol l>eoflDlber 1M'll9. 

Yiziana·l Mr. Y.:.jueshvara Chinta· 
gram. I ma.n1. 

Vizagapat- 1\lr. V. Ramesam. B. A-, 
tam. B. L. 

Parna.ti- Mr. A.\'. Jag1-,ran Natl•a., 
pur. Shastri Gnru. 

min. 

Hindu 
Brahmin 

Ditto . 

llitto. 

Pt·oprietor and Editor of At a pnltlic meeting belcl eo 
Indian Herald (Englio. b I :1>:<1 (Je.,emher 189!1. 
Weekly.) . , · . . 1 

V~kil, lligh Court· ,. .. !,\ (a public meeting held at 
the place. 

PIP,ader 1st Grade At a pub lie meetin~ of 
Mahnpia Sabha on lltb 
Decem ht>r l899, and also 
at a meeting held at Vi~ 
zagapu.tn.m on 17th. 
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• ~., 0 ~ames,in full of Dele~ates,t ·tn~ i 
. ..; 

1
1 i ~ m Electorial with Honorary Titlea, ~ ;:;! = 

j ~ t - :B Divi~ion. Scholastic Degrees. ~ ~ U 
a ,. ·: t ~ etc. » c~ >-

'l:l r" ~ Oll)!:lf=3 z &,:<;..·i 8 ~o,.., 

7~;1;:~:~;.:..jam. Gor1aari. Mr. D~~uhramanyam ~~J -Uind~-
f , ru, Secretary Govari OiA·l Brahmin. 
1
1 

trict Asso~ia.tion, Uoco· 
na.da. 

I· I 

.:: I :: lMa~: .... 

I .. 1·. '73Z ., 

. 

'7~t 

73rt 

" . 

'';36 

•• 

" 

" 
. 

•• 

j .. 
I 
1- .. 

.. 

·" -
" .- ., '.'! 

7J8,Nizam's Hyde'.a
lDomini- bad. _ 

7·~ 1 0:~- I .. 

" 
Madrao ... 

" 

., 

" 
" 

" 

" 

Seeundra-
bad. 

.. 

D. L. Devalraj" Guru 

V. Ryru Nambiar, Esq., 
8. A., B. I.. 

Ditto. 

Hindu 

Mr. S. Vnrararugava ·Brahmin. 
Cha.Tiar. 

N. C. Raj'> Gnplll ChMiar, Dit.,to. 
Esq. 

D. Madhodan Nair, M.D. Hindu 

Paul Peter Pilh1i, Esq. ... Chrutian 
ProteM tent.. 

Mr. ll. Varoda Chariar ... Brahmin . 

A. C. Partasaradhi Nai<lu, 
Esq. 

Ditto. 

Panrlit Ram C h a n d r a Ditto. 
Pillay. 

Kesava Row Santnkrao ..• llitto. 

Oeenpation and Address. 

Ploader 

l.o~l.ndholder 

High Oonrt Vakil F.gme re 

South Madras Street 

Te~~ocher l ~owmercial s~~hool 
~~jet_ reporter Madnn 
1tlR8$, 

Merlit~al Pra~titioner 

Ho• ami whuw 
lt~h:r:Lt·d. 

At a puhhe rnrw~ u• ~ ,-,f 1 ~ 
Oo.lav1lri Ui~t. ~·•· -"•"~1 
eia.l.ion ou the 17i.h P 
Ct'!lll her 1 t<Y9. 

Ilit.to. 
. I 

AI. fL pnhhc II•IP.m.,,.. j 
Ma.drMi Mu,ln\1fHt:t Kh~--~ 
held no t.hP 1:•\t• l'•l'r,•ll 
ber ~~~19. 

lh&.t.tl. 

lliUu. 

fHt.t.ft. 

Uuri~tter-at-Law. Agent At n. pnhli~ nw•,tm 1 ~ ft,-.l;_l 1 
Madms La'nrlholder's As- .Ma.rlmfi tJn tlu· l~li l1 J,,. 
sociation. Napier Park, ~emher IH~i~t 
Madra!'!. 

Suu-~:ditor ,Wt~ndao·d M'ld- I' i l.l.n. 

r<IJl, 

Etlitor. Anthru.prakashiea, ViU•. 

Hi~h Uourt Plea.tter At a pn'Liic llll't~1.1n J.!. \111 

at llydera.hnd "" II 
2:tnd Nol·t~• t..,r IH~"''· 

Plead-::r, High Court !Jiuo. 
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