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nES UTI“ passed aa the PL:3T Indiau Mabtional Cong: eu“,
_ comgosed of Regreszentatives from Calcutta, .azdyas
- BOnb3y, Poona, Allshabad, ighore, iLacsnow, Azca,
. Beneres, Qombaconua, laduwra, Timnevelly, Coibatore, .
.~ QCuddapah, Anzntapoor, Belldrj. and Uuballs, held in
o Bomoay, on the g&th, dth =nd Gvth LLCLQbul, 1EE5,.
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i SR Propoaed'b; I, G. Subravsnia sgiysr (sx=dras),
e seconded by lr. 2. M, Kehta (Baubay), and
- supported by lr. Norendra Nath Sen (2 alcutba)
‘*That this Congress earnestly recoumends bthat
- the proumised inguiry into the working cof the
lodian Administratiofn, here and in Ingland,
- ghould be entrusted Lo a LHoyal Qdmission, the
- People of India being sdequately represented
~ thereon,. e nd evidcnue taxen both in Iudia znd
’zin England."

IT. . Prooosed hy . 3. H Chiplonksr (Poonz;,
. secopded by ifr. P. A. Ananda Charlu (irdr=c),
and suyported by lr. J. Chosal {Allshzsbad):
“®Thet this Congress considers the abolition
- of the Council of the Jecretary of State for
- Inédia, as at present constituted, the necec-
sary prellminarr to &1l other reforis.”

,III; IToposed bj the Hon. K. T. ;eladw, C.l.h. (Bow-
_~ﬁ+»__,, 7 bay), seconded by the Hon. 5. Subraisuls

fAiJar (thias), and supported by the Hon.
Dabadhai Yaoroji - (Bumbay)' “That this Congre-
§8 considers the veiolw and expansica of
the Supreile and existing roczal iegislztive
Counc.lsg, by the ednlssion of s cinsideratls
"proportion of elected meuvers (znd the crea-
tion of similar Councils for the N, . «20-
vinces and Cudh, z2nd also o the Llzinjab)
essential; end holds that all Buldgess sanculd
be referred to these Counclils tor considers-
tion, their menbers being LOredver empoveied
~to interpellate the Executive in regard to
‘&ll branches of the aduinistration; znd that
& Standing Coumittee 0f the House ¢f (C..mdiis
shoild be constituted to receive and consider
any. formal protests that ray be rTecorded by
majorities of such Councils against the
exercise by the Executlve of the sovér, vhich
would be vested in 1itv, of overruling the

- Aeclsions of such msjorities.”

Iv, Progosed by the Hon. Tadabhai lizoroji (Bombay!
' : seconded by ix. Viraraghavsz Charizr: (aadlaa’

and supsorted by L. D. S. Thite Luu&lcu)
*That in the opinion oL this Cougress the
competitive exaninations now hesid in Znslsnd,
for first appointrents in various civil degzuois
ment of the publiec service, should hencerosi,
in =ocordance with the views of thie Indis-
Cifice Cormittee of 1660, 'be held siradtoneons-
ly, one in England and one in Indisz, octh
being a3 fa:s as practicable identis-l 1i. thelr
nature, z=nd thoss wiho commetes in both counteioz



—d—.

1n Indis should De sent vo .uublalld for
further study, and subjected there to such
-further exaninations as ray seem needful,
Further, that all other first appoinitrents
{excluding peonships and the like) should
‘be filled by competlitlve exzainst ons held
‘in Indiz, under conditions calculated to
-secure such intellectual, uorzl, and
physical qualifications, as may "be decided
by Governwent t0 be necessary.. Lastly, -
“that the maxlmun age of candidatbes fur
entrance into the Covenfanted Civil Service
be raised to not 1ess than twenty=-three
years," | .

?x.-oposed by -, ﬁangaja Najyudu (I.deas) , Second-
~ed by lir. Dinshaw Edaljl Wachs (Bowbtey), and
T supported by i. Dayarawn Jethuul (Ka.rachi}
~®Tat, in the opinion of this Congress, the
. proposed increase in the milltary ex)endi-
- ture of the enpire is unnecessary, and, re-
< gard belng had to the reveuues of tne eapire
.-and the exist.lng cifcumstances of the count:ry,
exc eas ive." .

Vs Proposed 'ny B, I Ue Ya.]anik (Bombzy), seconded
B by Mr. S. &, Swaminath Alyar {(Tanjore), sup-
ported by a0 3aheb “. Vanksta Subbarayudu
Pantulu (Masulipatanm}: *That, in the opinion
of this Congress, 1if the increased dexands
Tar military expenditure are not to be, as
“they ought to be, met Dy retrenchment, they
ought to be met, firstly, by the re-imposi-~
tion of the Customs dutles; and, seccndly, by
-the extenslon of the license-tax to those
classes of the community, officlal snd non=-
-official, at preseat exempted from it, care
‘being’ taken that, in the case of all classes,
a sufficlently high taxable minimua be vain-
“tained, 4And, further, that this Congress 1is
of-opinion that Great Britain should extend

-_‘.an 1mperial guarantee to the Indian debt.®

s - Pruposed by’ L, P. . Mehta (BOmbay), seconded

o by Rao Ba.hadoor Krishna.ji Laxuan kulkar
{Poona): *That this Congress deprecates the
annexation of Uoper Burmah, and conslider's \
that, if the Governuent unfortunately decided
on ennexation, the entire country of Buwush
should be separated frow the Indian Vice-
Royalty and constituted a Crown (olony, as
distinct in all matters from the Governuent
of thisg country as is Ceylon,*"

CVIIXLT Pro;gosed 'bj ¥r. ¥urlidhar (Thballa), seconded

a by Mr. H. H. Ihruvae (Surat): “That the reso-
lutions passed by this Congress be cormunl-
cated to the political associations in each
province, and that these assoclations be
requested, with the help of the similer ‘
"bodies and other zgencles within their ,
rezspective provinces, to adopt such mecsures
as they mey consider calculated to zdvance
the settlenment of the verious questions
deelt with 1n these resolutions.*®



-3 - .
L. E&OQand'bJ lr. A. 0. Huwe (3engal), secenged
.bj the Hon,., S, Subrawania Alyar Lmhdras)
~“Mat the Indian National Congress re-
‘_‘asseuble next year in Calcutta, and sit

on Tuesday, the 27th Deceuber, 1666, znd
. the next succeeding d Js."

o ~ (These Yesolutlons of the PIA37 OCZAESS were
jvery fully coqsidered and discussed duwing 'the year
f1886, and we;e unenimouslj approved and ratified by
'almoat ‘every Political Association {more than one
'hnndred in muber), in the Empire, andiby Publiic Leet-
ings at neﬁ"¢y every town in India, so that it is not
'unreasonable t0 assume now that they faithfully
;repreoent the views of the great bulk of the intelli-
igent ﬂlasues in British India.} |
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THE FIRST

iﬂlNDIHN NHTIONHD CONGRESS,
©.’ . HELD AT BOMBSY,
;;__”on tho. 28th, 20 and 30t Decomes, 1835,

‘-"ﬁm’—'

;: SUMMARY OF RESOL UTIONS passed at the Indian National Congress,
,": composed ‘of Representatives Sfrom Calcut:a, Madras, Bombay, Poona,
L ;'i_;-Allahabad Lahore, Lucknow, Agra, Benares, Ahmedabad, Kurrache,
= Surat,, Vggmmgam, Ganjam, Masulipatam, Chingleput, Tanjore, Combaco-
-_.:-s: : ham, M adura, Tmnevelli{, Ommbatore Cuddappah, Anantapur, Bellary, and
':;'L ba?la. held n Bambay on the 28ﬂz "Qﬂz and 80th December, 1885.
M ile g RESOL,UTIONS
I-——Proposed by Mr, G. Subraminia, Iyer (Madras), seconded by Mr.
X B. M ‘Mehta (Bombay); and supported by.Mr. Norendronath Sen (Calentts) :
;_;“ That this Congress earnestly recommends thatthe promised inquiry into the
“a¢. working of Indian Administration, here abd in England, should be entrusted

L to a Roy&l Commission, the people of India being adequately represented
Yy thereon, aud ewdence taken both in India a,nd in England. ”

II —-—Proposed by M. S H. Cthlonkar (Poona), seconded by Mr,'
s P;'Ana.naaCha.rlu (Madra.s), and suPported by Mr. J.Ghosal (Allababad) : « That
A th1s Congress considers the abolition of the Council of the Secretary of State
" u for Indla, a.s a.t present constltuted the necessary preliminary to all other
S reforms L
At -——Proposed by the Hon K.T. Tela.ng C.LE. (Bomba.y), seconded
« by the Hon. S. Subramania, Iyer (Madras), supported by the Hon. Dadabhaj
% Naoroji (Bomba.y) “ That this Congress considers the retorm and expansion of
e the Supremeand existing Loca! Legislative Councils by the admission of & con-
-+4 giderable proportionof elected members (and the creation of similar Councilsfor the
s N, 'W_ Provinces_and Oudh, and also tor the Punjab) essential; and holds that
' '_"alI Budgets should be referred to these Councils for consideration, their mem-
. % bers being moreover empowered to interpellate the Executive in regard to all
-;"’,“ branches of the administration ; and that & Standing Committee of the House
- ¢of Commons should be consmtuted to receivs and conmder any formal protests
. o that may’ be recorded by majorities.of such Councilsagainst the exercise by the
}“ Executive of the power, whmh would be vested in i, of ‘overruling the decision -
#of Buch ma.]ontles w0 '
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, Iv. -—PI'OPOde by the Hon Dada,bham Naorop (Bombey), seconded by

« My, Vira Raghavacharyar (Madras), and supported by Mr. D. 8. White
- (Madras) :“ Thatin the opinion of this Congress the compet'.ltlve examinations
« pow held in England, for first eppomtments in various civil departments of the
“ public service, should, henceforth, in accordance with the views of the India
« Office Committee of 1860, ¢ be held mmulta.neously, one in Fngland and one in
« Tndia, both being as far as practicable identical in their patare, and those who-
“ compete in both  countries being finally classified  in one hst _according. to
« merit, ’ and that the successful candidatesin India should be sent to England
« for further study, and subjected there to such further examinations as may
« geem ncedful. Further, that all other first eppomﬁmente (excluding peonshlps,
« snd the like) should be filled by competitive examinations beld in India,
«upder conditivns calculated to'secure such intellectual, moral,. and physical
# qualifications as may be decided by Government to be necessary, - Lastly,
«that the maximum age of candidates for entra.nce lnto the Covena,nte(l C1v11

« Rervice be raised to not less tham 23 years. ™ 3 R TTIATIS

/ ' - V. —-—-Prcposed by ofr. Ra.nge,ya Nayadua (Madres), seconded by Mr Dm-.
s gha Edaljee Wacha (Bombay), and supported by Mr. Dayaram : Jethmul
# (Karachi) : “ That in the orzmon of this Congress the proposed increase n the
“ military expenditure of the empire is unnecessary, and regard. being had to the
o revenues of the empire and the emsbma clrcumsta,nces of the country, exces- |

* sive.’ :

/ V]:__-—Prc’posed b_y 'M_r. J .U, 'Yejnik(Bomba.y), seco_nd‘gdberr; : S. A, SWa,-‘ .
« minath Iyer (Tanjore), supported by Rao Saheb 8. Venkata Suhbeza.yudu
« Pantulu (Masulipatam): “ That in the opinion of this Congress, if the increas--
t d demands for military expenditure are nob to be, as they ought to be, met by |
« retrenchment, they ought to be meb, firstly, by the re-imposition 'of ‘the Cus.
“ towns duties ; and, secondly by the extension of the license-tax to those " cla.sses
“ of the community, official and non-official, at present exémpted: from it, care
“ peing taken that in the case of ull classes a sufficiently hlgh faxable minimum -
*‘be maintained. And further, that this Congress is of epinion, tha.t Grea.t Bn—
“ tain should extend an lmpena.l gu.erentee to ﬁhe Indxa.n debt W -

VII. -—Proposed by Mr. P, M Mehta. (Bombey), seconded by Ra.e
# Rahadur Krishnaji Laxman Nulkar (Poona) ;i * That this Congreas deprecates
« the annexation of Upper-Burmah and considers that if the Government unfpr-
“ tunately decide on annexation, the entire country of Burmah should be. ‘sepa-
“rated from the Indian Viceroyalty and constituted - Crown Colony, ag dmtmct
«in all matters from the government: of this country a.s is. Geylon ” ;

) VII1.—Proposed by Mr. Murhdha.r(Umba,lla.),eeconded byMr H.H Dhru- _
“ va (Surat) : “That the resolutions passed by ‘this ° Congress be - communi-
“catedto thepolitical Associations in each province, and that these Associations be
“ requested with the help of similar bodies and other agonciss within thejr - Tos-

“ pective provinces to adopt such measures as they may consider calculated. to
« advance the settlement of the various: questlons dealt w:th in these resolutmns

- IX.—Proposed by Mr. A. 0. Hume. (Bengal), seconded by the' Hon,,
« 8. Subramania Iyer (Ma,dras) “ That the Indian National Congressre-assemble
“next year in Calcutta, and sit on Tuesday, the 28th of December 1886, a,nd the
* next succeeding days.”
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Origm and Composition of the Congress.

B March 188:) it was desided to hold s meeting of Representatives 'from
a.]l parts of India at the then coming Christmas. Poona was considered the most
: oeutra.l a,mi therefore suitable place . and the following circular was issued.
.+ - A Conference of the Indian National Union Wlll be held at Poona
ﬁ’om the 251'.11 to r.he 3lst December 1885, '

: “ The Gonfe?ence willbe composed- of Delegates—(l)leadm politicians
v.ell aoqualnbed with the Enhsh l&nguaoe_—flom all pa.rts of the Bengal Bombay
a,nd Madras, Presudenmes. L
LT e Tha direct ob]eo‘bs of i-.he Gonferenoe will be —-(1) to ena.blo a.ll the'

mosi; e&n;e st Jabourersin the cause of national progerss to become personally known |

to each other ; (2) to discuss aﬁd dec1de pon the pohtxcal opera,tlons to be undex-

ta.ken durmg the ‘ensuing; yesr., : o
: 5 Indlreotly this Confelence will form the germ ofa N atxve Parliament

and, if properly conducted, will constitute in a few years an unanswerable reply to

. the assertion that India i still wholly unfit for any . form of representative ins-

- titutions.; The first Conferenes will decide whether the next shall be again held

.8k Poona, or whether followmg the : precedent. of the British Association, the

Gon_t'ereuoes shaJI be held year by jyear at different important centres.

, o T}ns year the Conference bemmr in Poona, Mr. Chiplonkar and others
* of the. Sarva.;a.mk Sa,bha,, have: consontec'l to form & Receptlon Committee in
. whose hands - will rest the: whole of the local arrangements. The Peshwah’s
" Garden near, the Parba.tz Hill will be utilized both as a pla,oe of meeting (it
‘contains a fine Hall, like the garden, the property of the Sabah) and as a resi-
Qanae for.the delegates, each of whorn will be there provided with suitable quax-
. lers, * Much importance is attashed to this, since, when all thus reside - together
- for a week, far greater opportunities for friendly intercourse will be afforded than
- if. the dulegates-were (ds.at the time of the late Bombay demonstrations) -scatter-

“ed a.boub m dozena of pnva.te lodging houses all over the town.

{—,f -

T Delega.tes are expected to find their own way to and from Poona—
bm; form the time they reachthé Poona, Railway Station until ‘they againleave it,
everythmg“bha{r they can need oa;rrla, re, a.GGOIndatlon, food, &o., wﬂl be provided

for them gratrmtouslm ERE

W—ﬂmﬂl‘he ‘cost this involved Wlll be defrayed from ‘the Reception Fund
‘which the Poora“Association most liberally offers to prowde in the first instance,
buﬁ to which all delegatech whose means warrant their incurring ‘this further ex-
“pense, will be at liberty to contribate : any sum they please. Any unutlhzed balan-

. G8 oi suoh donatxons wxll be ca.rned forward us & nuoleus for noxt year's Reoet.blon

S It is belleved hat excluswe of ‘our Poona. fnends the Bombay Presi-

doncy,'inoluding Sindh and the Berars, will furnish abont 20 delegates, Madras
and Lower Rengal each about the same number, and the N. W Provinces,

_Oudh and the Punjab fogether about half this number,” -

i © A fow days, however, ‘before the time fized for the .assemblage, and
after the Barvajanik- Sabha ha.c"l complated all their preparations at Poona,"several
cases of cholera ocdtitred there. These casesmight or might not be the commence-
ment of & - severé outbreak, travéllers arriving tived st a sfation where there is
cholora are notonoubly proved to take the dlsease, and it was therefore consider-
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ed prudent, despite the difficulties attendant on any change at .50 'late_a. ) ﬁeriod,'h_; :
to hold the Conference, (which it had in the mesantime been decided to. 'ca.ll 'the‘}
Coxgress) at Bombay. JREL, o
Thanks to the exertions of the Bomba.y Pres1dency Assocmhon a.nd the
liberality of the Managers of the Goculdas Te;pa.l Sanskrit College a,ndr Boa,rdmg 3
Trust (who not only placed ‘the grand buildings above the Gowalia Tank . at -
the Association’s disposal, but also snpervised the furblshlng up, fulmshmg ‘and -
lighting of these large premises on behalf of the Association), everything - wag -
ready by the morning of the 27th when the REPRESENTATIVES (a8 it was determined
to designate them to distinguish them from the Delegates the title by which the .
Indian Representatwes sent to England had become ,popula.rly known) bega.n to
arrive. R ‘..,1
Durir g the whole day and far mto the mght of the ﬂh, 1nform3} dm‘_
cussions were carried on between the Representa,tlves and the orde1 of the pro-
ceedings for the next three days was thus settled. P o
_ It should, however, be noted that about two hours in the evenmg ’Wele .
devoted o receiving the Hon'ble Sir W. Wedderburn Bart, the Hon'ble Mr. Jus- -
tice Jardine, Colonel Phelps, Professor Wordsworth and a large number of the
. lea.dmg citizens of Bombay who 'most kindly came to the Goculdag Te; paI

College, to welcome" the Representatives and. express 'I:hen sympa.thy wlth
the work on which these were about fo enter,

The firsé meeting took place the. next da.y, on the "Bth December.
Very "close on one hundred gentlemen attended, but a. ‘considerable, number of -
these being Government sexrvants like Mr. D. S White, President: of the: EBura-"
gian Association, Dewan Bahadur Rubgands Rugonath Row, Collector of. Madras,
the Hon’ble Mahadeo G. ‘Ranade, Member of the Legislative Council ‘and Small
Cause Court Judge of Poona, Lalla Baljnath of Agra,; Professor Abap Vlﬁhnoo
Kattawatha of Ahmedabad, Professor Kadambi Sundararaman, M. A:of Arcot"‘ -
Mr. T. Narasemina Iyer of Tlruvellur Professor R. G. Bh&ndarhar Ef"’tﬁe Dec..
can College and many others, did not {withone BXGePtIOIl) take ¢ o any dll‘ect Pa'rt 111'
the discussions, but attended only as Amici curie, $o listen and advise, so thab the .
actual number of Representatives was, only so far as the records go,, (bhough ibis"
- feared some few names have been omitted from the Reg1ster) T2, 0iz tmatsi 5

£

" From Karrachi, 2; Vlramga.um, 1 ‘Surat; 6; Poona,, 8¢ C'a]cutta, d ‘
‘Agra, 2; Benares, 1; Simla, 1 ;Lucknow, 3 ; Alla.ha.bad 1; La.hore 1,A11.ball; 1:
Ahmedaba.d 3; Bombay, 18; Madras, 8; Berha,mpore, Masuhpatam .{_1 .
Chmgleput 2 ; Tanjore, 1; Kumba.konam, 1 ; Madura, '] ; Tmneve]}y, 13 C’ "li-ﬁ: .‘5
batore, .1 ; Salem; 1; Cuddapah Ananha.pore. 1 Bella,ry,

Co _: "',qaé“"'_ u‘ )
- The following is & nominal hst of these Representatlves 80 fa.r as t.hey )
entered their names in the Register, -

Karachi.—Messrs. Dayaram Jethmal and Ooderan Moolchund Pleaders R :
Viramgaum.—Mr. Harilal Mayaram Vakll and Mumclpal Commlssroner 3
and representative of the Loka Somgraha Sabha. - ~..7 . 2 S
, - Surat.—Messrs. H. H. Dhruva, B.A., LLB Plea.der and Munlclpal '
Commissioner, member, managing commitiee Praja Hltwa.rdha.k Sabha ; Man-
charshaw Pallanji Ka.ikoba,d Honorary Secretary, Praja Hitwardhak Sabha'
Gokuldas Bhaidass Vakil; Mumclpa.l Commissioner, Pleader ; Manchhashankar
Jiwanram, B. A.," L. L. B, ; Hosangji, Burjorji; B. A., L. L, B., Pleader ; Nara.n-
~ dass Pa.rshota.mdass, merchant and Vnce-Premdent, Pra;a. thwmdha.k Sa.bha,



C T ,;-_;;__Poona,*Ra,o Ba,hadoor Krishnaji Laxaman . Nullar, Chairman, Poona
Sarvaqa.mk Sabha ; Messrs ‘Gangaram Bhau Mashke, Pleader, District Court;
. Ramchandra Moreshwar . Same, Marathi editor, Dnyan Prakash; Sitaram
-‘Hari Chlplonk&r, ,Honordry “Secretary, Poona Sarvajanik Sabha a.nd editor

Cof theczuarterly Jnurmll of theP 8. Sabha ; Shivaram Hari Sathe, Secretary Poona
- Sarvajanik Sa,bha., Dr. Pa.ndumng Gopal, G. G, M. C.; Mr. Waman Shivaram

CApte, MUA, Prmmpa,l Eprgussou College, ind Superintendent, New English

" School ; Ra,mcha.ndra, Keshaw Limagi, Pleader, District Courti; Gopal Gra.nesh
i’Aaarka;r,)M _A Professor Ferﬂusqon College, and edltor of the Maratha and

f:-‘]iesar:. . Lo
o Calcutm—-——\lessrs Ww. C Bonnerji, Barrister-at-law, Standing Couasel ;
G- B Moakeq], editor of the Nababibhakar, Pleader, High Court; Norendranath
Sen onpnetm and edltor, Indian Airror.

Rt Al N Agra,.—*-—’\Iesbrs - Babu Jamandas, Plea.(ier Muanicipal Comumissioner,
a,nd adxtor of the Nassum ; Babu Prabhu Daya Chowdhry, Pleader.

T Benares -—-'\Ir ‘Ram Kali Cho“ dlj penstoned Sub~Judge.
,‘ btmla. ——-—Mr ‘A. O. Hume ' |
T Lacknow _Messrs, - Munshi Gangaprasad Varma, Proprletor of the

Hmdustha,m Pranauth Pandlt tea,cher, Lmd Cannmg College; Munshi Jawala
Praaa.d Pleader
s " Umballa. -—Babu Mnrhdhar, Pleader, representmo the Tribune.

‘-,.

‘v | Lahore -—-Satyana.nd Agmthorl Brahmo missionary.
S Allahaba.d “~Mr. J. Ghosal, Bditor of the Indian Union.

Ahmedabad ~—Messts. he:aha,wla,l Motilal, Vakil, Municipal Commxssoner
a.nd Manock;ee P. 1\rloély, Va.kll Secretary of the (:ujera,b Sabha.

Bombay —-—The Hon Dadabhai Naoroji, Member of the Lingislative Coun-
011 theHon Kashinath T. Telang, C. 1. F., Member of the Leuislative Council,
" Messrs Pherozeshaw Merwanji Mehta, Barrister-at-law, Chairman of the M ummpa,l
Corpora.tmn quha,w Edalji Wacha, Secretary, Bomba,y Presidency Association;

~Dinshaw Pestonjt 'Kanga, Solicitor; Ghanq.sham Nilkanth Nadkarni Vakil, High

“Gourt; Moolji Bhowanidas Barbhaya, Solicitor ; Tribhuwandas Mungaldas Na.thu-

: bhoy; Jeha.nger ‘Wacha, merchant; Rahimtula M. Sayani, Sohcltor Bal Mungesh
: W&ola, Ba,rrlatel-at I&W'& A. K. Sethna, Barrister-at law ; Behramji M. Malabari,

'__nropnetor and- &ditor - Indian Spectatar Gapesh Ramachandra Kirloskar, Vakil,

“High Court; Shamrao” Vithal, Vakil, High Court; Abdalla Mehrali Dharamsx

- Solicitor; Javerilal Umiashankar Yajnik, Merchant; N. G. Chandavarkar, editor

Q'of t,he Indu I’ralumh and Bomba,y Delegate to England :

Ma&ras —-——Mes sts. P Rungla,h Naidu, President of the Madras Maha-
5 Ja.nn, Sahha., Mauniecipal Commissioner, and Vakil, High Court, Madras ; the Hon’
“ble 8. Subramania Aiyar. B. L., Member of the Legislative Council and Vakil,
“High Court, Madras: P, Ananda Charlu, B. L., Vakil, High Court, and
Muaicipal Commlsaloner Madras; G. Subramannla Aiyar, B.A., Editor of the
_Hindu, Madras; M. Viraraghava Chariar, B. A., Sub-Editor of the Hindu, Madras
Cand Secretary, Madras Ma.ha;]a.na, Sabha ; C. Slngaravelloo Mudaliar, Municipa]
'Commissioner, Madras, Merchant and Truqtee of the Patchappa charity; M. E.
Shriranga Chariar, - B.A,; B.L, ngh Court, Madras, Dr. 8. V. Athalye, Medical
-Pra.ctlbloner. Ma,dra,s '
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Berhampore. ——Mr M. Vishwanath Aiyar, BA P'eadef Dlstmo&

Court, Ganjam, and Municipal Commissioner, Berhampore.” ;=" 7w 1 ﬁ.i‘_r*,-.{;._;
Masulipatam.—Mr. 8. Venkata Subba Royadu B. L Vakll of the ngh
Court apd Pleader, District Court, Masulipatam. Claog

Chipgleput.—Mr. M. Y. Ramanuja Cha.rna,r, Pleedel, Chlngleput. Bt

~ Tanjore.—Messrs. S. A. Swaminath Aiyar, Public Prosecutor and
President, People’s Association, Ta,njore, ‘N... Nar&ymswaml Al} ary; Landa
holder, Tanjore. - S LT

Kumbakonam.—Mur. K. Pattabirama. AJya,r Landholder Kumhakona,m '

Madura.—Mr. P. Subramania Aiyar, Madnm R
' Tinnevelly..—Mr. Peter Paul Pllla.y, La,ndholder a.nd schoolmaster,
Tinnevelly. ' _ ‘

Coimbatore.—Mr. § P Narasimhulu * Nsudu, Edltor Cresf_gnt a.nd
member of the Local Board, Cmmbatore

e . . . :‘_: e ot "

Selem.—Mr. Kristnaswammy Rout Sa,lem N .

Caddapab.—Mr. M. Nageswa.ra, Row, Plea,der Ca.dda.pa,h ._“ , 7'

Anantapore.—Mr, P. I&esam Pllle; , Plea.der a.nd member of the Loca,l
Board, Anantapar. - ‘ R

Bellary —Mr. A. Sa.ba.pauhy Moodehya,r Merchant iandholder and
chairman of the Municipality, Bel]ary

_ Not only were all parts of India thus represented but elso most ola.seee '
there were barristers, solicitors, pleaders, merchants, landownets, bankers, . medxi
cal men, newspaper editors-and proprietors ; principals and professors of inde-
pendent cclleges, headmasters of schools, religious- teachers - and: reformeys,
There were Hindus of many ca.stes, high and low, Mahomedans (though owin
to certain unfortunate accidents far fewer than were expected) - and (,hrletla,ns -
both Native, Eurasian and Europeau. - All the leading Native pOIlth&I ASeoeza-
tions and the principal Anglo-native newspapers were represented there -wer :-"
members of Legislative Councils, Presidents and members of Mumolpal Oome
mittees and Local Boards, and it is difficult to conceive any gathering of thi L
restricted number more thoroughly represenha.tlve of the enfire nation than Wa%:“..'
this Congress of which the. Bombay * (fazette had . the following- interestin
notice :—* A new era is marked in the political blstory of this . Plesldencv w]tg
the orga,msa,tlon of what is called a National Conference which held ‘on« Monday
its first sitting in Bombay. Poona was at first selected for this" meeting g,ng i
Delegates from all parts of India had already assembled theére ; but owing' to tha E
prevalence of cholera in the capital of the Deccan, the Delega,tes bad to bhe ™
brought down to this city, and here they have been accomunodated in thes
spacious building of the instituiion which is known as *“The Goculdas Tejpall |
Boarding-school, Sanskrit College, and Library,” situated at Gowalin T[Li)k
Before commencing the serious work for which the Conference - ‘is -
held, an opportunity was given at an 1nformal gathermg on - Sunda
afternoon to those who are strangers to this city to be mtroduoeg '
to some of the representative men belonging to the na.twe _community
of Bombay., And the spectacle which presented itself of men representmg
the various races and communities, castes and sub-divisions of caste
religions and sub- dmsmns of religions met together in one plaoe to form



T
> themselves, if possible, into one political whole, was most nniqne and interesting
“ For they had come not from the Presidency towns alone, but from all parts o

“India, and their presenceatforded a most interesting study of the heads and*head.
*‘dresses typical of the numerous variety of castes and communities inha.bitix; e this
“‘gountry. ~There were men from Madras, the blackness of whose Cﬂﬁlp]:*xion
seemed to be made blacker, by spotless white turbans which some of them*wore

" A few others hailing from that Presidency were bare-headcd and bare footed: a.nd‘
* otherwise lightly clad, their bodies from the wuist upwards being ouly 'P&r_
. tially ‘protected by muslin shawls. It may fairly be presurned that they are
' ‘the leading lights of the towns which they represent, and as such it may be sup-
" posed. that they are well educated. But they have preferred to retain their na-
" tional dress and manners,andin this respectthey presented a marked contrast to the
" Delegates from Bengal.- Some of these appeared in entirely European costume

- while others eould be easily recognised as Babus by the peculiar cap with a
_flap behind which.they donned.. None of thew wore the gold rings or diamond
" pendents which adorned the ears of some of the Madrasses ; nor had they their
 forebeads painted, like‘iﬁl:}eir more orthodox and more conservative brothren from
- the Scuthern Presidency. Then there were Hindustanis from such places as Delhi,
¢ Agra, Luckaow and Benares, some of whom, wore muslin skall-caps and dresses
- ¢hiefly made of the same fine cloth. On the other hand, there were Delegates
" from the North-West~—hearded, balky, and large limbed men in their coats and
_ Hlowing robesof differenthuesandin turbanslike those worn by Sikh soldiers. There
" were stalwart Sindhees from Kurrachee, wearing their own tall hat surmounted
by & broad brim st the top. In this strange group wereto be observed the familiar
figures of Banyas from Gujarat, of Marathas in their « oart-wheel”” turbans, and
- ‘of Parsees in their nof very elegant head-dress, waich they themselves have liken-
ed to s slaniing roof. - Some members of this community had, however, appeared
\+in their “ phenta.” which is now largely patronised by the younger generation of -

*

" Parsees, aud whick threatens in course of time to supersede the time-honoured
iy iiarba,n.f':ﬁ 1l these men, agsémbled in the same hall; presented such a variety of
- eostumes and complexions, that a similar scene can scarcely be witnessed any-
where except at a fancy -ball. - After the ‘ceremony of introduction had been
* concluded, the Delegates freely exchanged with one another their views uopn
 things in general and politics in particular. They included a large namber of
“'lawyers and cunductors of newspapers, and they all appeared to have agreed in
= the opinion that they had some political aspiration which could by no possibi-
" lity clash with opposing interests, and that for the promotion of their common
object there was a necessity for concerted action. It may be easily imagined
*~that there were some enthusiastsin their number, one of whom was profuse in
."the expression of his unbounded joy at seeing in flesh and blood good men and
.- true working for the public weal, whom he had formerly known only by name '
-+ Report of the Proceedings of the Congress. First day—28th
Tt e e December 1885. "
"' . The first formal meeting of the Congress took place at 12, noon, of the
| 98th of December, in the great Hall of the Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit College,
" All the Representatives &c., having assembled,

. ... Tt was proposed by Mr. A, O. Hume (Bengal), seconded by the Hon'ble

Subramania Iyer (Madras), supported by the Hon'ble K. T. Telang (Bombay),



.
and unanimously carried, that Mr. W. C. Bonerjee, Standing '?'C_Ounselé‘&y'B.Q[_lga‘l"lf.

be invited to assune the offiee of the President of yhe ‘J.I)'lé‘,'l'f?jg@lt‘!-_T SPIR

The President-elect, in rising to ackowledge the honour do.n o him;.r"sa,i i
he might well be proud of bei.ng thqs called on to preside over the first N a.t.u?na.l A‘
Assembly ever yeb convened in India, Liooking r-ound‘}le saw the _‘rgpresenta.t;ves _
of all the important centres of the Bombay Presidency, '.Ka.r;_achl, f&h'(amdgbu.d, )
Qur.t, Poona, Bombay itself, and other less _populous though stlll_ immportang .
towns: almost every district in the Madras Presidency was represented’.as W o'llas
{he towns of Madras, Salem, Coimbatore and others.. Of Bengal his friends .
and bimself might to a certain extent: be accepted - as. representatives, .
since although owing to a series of misfortunes, deaths, illness and . thé |
like, of which . the meeting were. alrsady aware, Bengal was very inade-
quately represented so far as the nuwbers actually present were noncern-
ed, though as the delegated exponents of educdted native: thought " in -
Bengal, they might claim a consideration to which their numerical stren gth
would hardly entitle them. Then there were = the representatives of : Lahore,
Lucknow, Agra, Allababad, Benares, each representing political .\ssociations
collectively of very widespread influence. Besidesthese representatives who would -
take an actual part in the pcocecdings, he rejoiced to see present, as it were as
amici curice; several of the most distinguished native officials of this country, whose
presence would materially enhance the weight and the dignity of the'broceedings; '
It was not merely provinces that were represented, almost all the political .
Associations in the Empire were represented by one or more of the gentlemen -
present, while as regards the Press, the proprietors, editors or delegates of the
Mirror, the Hindu, the Indian Spectator, the Tribune, and- others showcd,’
conclusively, the universality of the feelings which had culininated in this great
and memorable gathering.. Burely never had so important and - comprehensive
an assemblage occurred within historical times on the soil of India. He claim--
| ed for it an entirely representative character. [t was true that, judged from the
standard of the House of Commons, they were not representatives of the peonple
of India in the sense the members of the House wcere representatives of  the .
constituencies. But if community of sentiments, - community “of feelings, and.
community of wanis enabled any one to speak on behalf of others, then assuredly
they might justly claim o be the representatives of the "people of India. -It-
might be said that they were self-elected, but that was not so. The news that
this Congress would be held had been known throughout the year in the diffe-
rent provinces of Iudia, and they all knew that everywhere the news had been
received with great satisfaction by the people at large, and though no formal elecs
tions had been held, the representatives had been selected by all the different
Associations and bodies, and he only wished that all thus selected bad been able
to attend, instead of their having now to lament the absence of many valued co-.

adjutors, whose attendance had been unhappily barred by various unfortunate
circumstances. ' R T

_ and now it seemed a fifting occasion fox: answ.ering a question fha)t had
continually be.en asked in the world outside during ,the past few wdeks, viz.,
what the objects and aims of this great National Congress really were, He

would not pretend to reply to” this question exhaustively,

; " The ensuin
Proceedings would, he bplieved, do this more effectually than any :

single speaker
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" coulu hope to do ; but he might say brielly, that the objects of the Congress

~ould for the mosb part be classed usder the following heads :—
. (a) The promotxon of persona,l mtnnacy and friendship amongst all the
" more earnest woxk rs m our country 3 cause - in the (Sm various ?) parts of the
Lm plre R ; _ S
. (b‘}‘* a'era.éiwatlon by dlrect friendly personal intercourse of all possi-
ble race, tree Pl ovincial prejudices amongst all lovers of our country, and the

Iulier ﬂevelopmenﬁ and consolidation of those sentiments of national unity that
ey’ 'rlgln mn t.helr beIOVed Lord Rlpon § ever memorable reign.

‘ T

i

B .j‘"(dj The detern:nuahmn of the Imes upon ‘and methods by which durmu
tha nexh-twelve months it 1s desn'able for nmtwe politicians to labour in the pub- h
hc mtenests. A -

s Surely there was nothmo in these ob}ects to which any sensible and °
unpre;udlced man. could pOSﬂbly take excephlon and yet on more than one occa-
sion rew .srks had been made by gentlamen, who should have been wiser, condeinn-
Ing the proposed Congress, as if it were o nest of conspirators and disloyalista. ||
Let him say once for all, and in’ this he koew well after the' long informa] dis-
“cussions that they had and had amongst themselves on the previous day, that he
Was only eéxpressing the sentiments of every gentleman present, that there were no
‘more thoroughly loyal and consistent well-wishers of the British Government
-than -were : himself “and the friends around him. In meeting to discuss
1m an orderly and’ pea;eea.ble manner questions of vital importance affect-
ing: theu ‘'well " being, thity were following the oaly course by which thel
eoustltutiou of England enabled themn to represent their views to the ruling authoq:
nty “Much had been.done by Great Britain for the benefit of India, and the whole)
eountry was traly gla,beful to her for it. She had given them order, she had given
‘them*railways,  and .~ above all she had. given them. the inestimable -
blessmg “of - Western edugition. Bub a- great deal ‘still remained 4o
‘be’ done,”* The.’ “moie - progress ~the people 1nade in education and material
prosperlt_y, the ;greatef - Would be -the. Insight into political matters ang
the keener thexr desire for pohtmal advancement. He thought that their desjre
{0 be govemed aa,c@ordmg to. the ideas of Government prevalens in Furepe wa:s'
n-no way 1ncompat1ble with their thorough loyalty to the British Government. y
All that they desired was that the basis of the Governwent shohld be widened ||
a.nd that the people ‘should have their proper and legitimate share in it. The djs- !
eusmons that would take place in this Congress would, he beliey ed, be as advan-
’l':a.creous to the 1uhng authorities as he was sure it would be to the people at. large.

e 1‘elecra.ms of sy mpathy with the objects of the Congress were then

rea.d from the British Indian Assocmtzon from-the Provmcml Conference recent-

ly held at Calentta, from a Public \Ipetlng held in Assam under the presidency

of ﬁhe Hon. Mr. Ana.nda. ‘Mohun Bose, &e, &c.,

: The Chairman then having formally declared the Congress opea, Mr.

(Jr gubra,ma,ma. Iyer (Ma.tlra.s) rose and spoke to the Flrst Resolutmn as fo!lows —

G'EHTLEMEN,

‘The propomtlon Whlch I ha.ve been asked to move relates to a subject
of the utmost 1mporta,nce to the country ; it relates to a periodical enquiry into
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the material and moral progress of our people b} the .Imperi_a} Pgirliament, i t.he_'_f

final arbiters of our destiny. By a merviful . dlspensa.fflon-_ -of.. Providence, India, -

which was for centuries the victim of egbernal aggression and plundgr:,_ (?f.i'ltlterne‘-,‘;
cine wars and general confussion, has been l_)rought. under the qom.l_ﬂ‘l-(')n of the
great English power. - Gentlemen, T need not tell you hQ“f that eévent }n#méuc_e (.1

a great change in the destiny of her people, how the inestimable goo,d'- Itha't':h&s:

flown from it has been appreciated by them, and ho'\_y ‘profoundly. 'gra.teful‘{ they "

feel forit. The rule of Great Britain has given -India peace and security, and -
the whole, has - been better in its resulis. a:nd_.___ direction * than-

J.nyfor:ﬁer rule, Athome that rule is directed by forces .’whl_qh the whole hiﬁtffl‘y ;
of the world shows are the most cpnducive to -hlgl.n material and moral prosperity. -
It has for ages developed and tostered individual liberty and 3__0‘313’1 freedom: Whiﬁh;

" hgve made the English people what they are af prt?sent.ﬁthg‘ most prosperous,
the most pushing and the most enlightened ng.t{ox_l’ .in - the world, - enjoying .
sovereignty over nearly one-seventh of the globe mth_gqntnol;, over ‘millions of ..
diverse races and creeds. And how have we fared under & rule animated by the
spirit of such a nationality ? Without descanting at length upon the benefits of |
that rule, I can summarize them in one remarkable fact, namely, - that for-the -

on

first time in the history of the Indian populations there is “io . be  beheld ‘the

phenomenon of national pnity among them, ‘of a sense of “national existence,”
and of a common solicitude for the well being and honour of their common.
country. This large and influential meeting that 1 have the honour of address.
" ing to-day, this assemblage inr Bombay of my chosen countrymen from Ca.‘lcn_tit_a o
and Lahore, trom Madras and Sind, from places wide apart-and difficalt of inters. -
communication, indicates the Leginning of & national political life, destined .to -
produce a profound change in the immediate fubture.” From to-day forward - we*

e

can with greater propriety than heretofore spéak of an Indian‘na.tioh,’_of;' hational
opinion and national aspirations. Genflemen, to what do we owe thig matvellous

change over the people ? Do we notrowé it to that spirit of justicé; and generosi ty,";;"
to that spirit of progressiveness, so remarkable in the English political ch aracter 9
Well then, it is our duty to watch jealously, so that the contact of that influence
. with the Government of this country is regular and constant and does not - suffer

prolonged intermission. . It is a ‘matter of the deepest concern " to us “that affairs

of our country should be periodically,’if not continuously, brought to the notice of
the Parliament and people of Epgland, and be subjected to the healthy :i-nﬂ‘:léri.-v‘f._
ces of a free and open enquiry conducted by the'best of English politicians, ™ ~..

Such an inquiry was regularly made in :the days ‘of the East Tndis,
Company. In 1773, 1793,1813,1833. and 1853, which were the years when the""
Charter of that Company came up for renewal, searching andelaborats investiga<*
tions were mwade into the results of the administiation of ‘the COIDP&'IIY;&S
represented by the financial condifion of the Government and by i:hegen eral -
progress of the people. Each time that the investigation took place,: valnabla

inforiation was collected and  was -utilized in the- legislation ~thag followed. =
Parliament was jealous of the political power that a Company of merchants was.

permitted to exercise over the government of a country, which, in ares a5 well as -

~ in population, was a continent in itself, and which gaveearly promise of proving
to England a prolific source of moral and material advantages, While the domestic

and foreign policy of the Company was closely watchedand subjected to periodical

* criticism and reform, these inquiries furnished wholesome checks and feguards,

particularly in the administration of finance,

T



Smce the abohtlon of the East India Company those checks and sal:-

gu&rds ha.ve mostly dlsqppea.rud because a,lhhou0'h Parliament exercises in theory
" the ultimate and responaible control over the Indla,n (fovernment, it has practi-
- cally surrendered it to the India Council. This Council, you are aware, is only a
" resusoitation, in a slightly modified shape, of the body of mercantile, rulers which

Parliament, after deep and prOlonoed consideration, abolished as being inconsis-

e

¢ tent with the goofi government of a dependency like that of India. It is wonder-
“ful that the great statesmen of England should abolish the Company, vexed at its
}_mcompebency and its mala.dmmmtra.bmn and in the sama breath should bless it
wwith fresh Life in the sha,pe of an éven more incompetent and more despotic ru:ling
L,_body Be it as it may, it is'a fact that the power thatParliamentassumedin theory
&nd the direct responsibility it undertook havebeen seldom exercised, and on those
“rare occasmns when Parliament exercised them, it was not to save Indian interests,
'5"1 not to save hhem from the effects of a spirit of lrresponmble and ambitious enterprise
<o of reckless innovation but o sacrifice. them to the exigamncies of Euglish poli-
“ties, < In- many respects India has has been a loser by the transfer of the Govern-
. ment to the Crown instead of a gainer. - Since that time the condition of the .
pecple has undergone a most distressing deterioration. bave been sub;ect-
-edtoa tlghter and less sympathetlc despofism, and the experditure and indeb-

_tedness of their Government have increased i in a ratio uttelly disproporiionate

iso all 1mprovemenﬁ m lts ﬁna.ncla.l resources.

I s'ud tha,t since the abohblon of the East Indla. Oompa,ny the ultlmate

: control and reqponmblhty of the Indian Governmens that was t1 ansferred to the.
" Crown had been. seldom exercised ﬂlsmterestedly or for the benefit of the Indian

people‘ There is, ho“ ever, fair reason to believe that a change is coming over
Parhament and the English pubhc generally in this respect, and that if they be
“placed in possesgion of correct facts they will be better able to comprehend their
~ duty and responmblhty and their interference will result in substantial good. Well,
" Gentlemen,are Parhament and the people in Enland in possession of such correct
facts ?. Do they possess accurate evidence to convince them that the delegates
.of theu: power in India have properly discharged their trust hitherto ? Are they
. certain that the policy that they have deliberately laid down for the government
" of therr - depandency is carried out in a liberal and fair spirit ? Do they know
“that the just, the generous, and thenoble pledges of Her Majesty, pledges made
dehbera.tuly on a ‘most solemn occasmn have not been ignored, aye,
ha.ve often. been: a,ssumed to be mere mea.mngless protestations prompted
by 8 . eoremonial necessmy ? Yet the ' Proclamation of the Queen,

conta.1mng these p]edges, is_ cherished by _the Indian people as the great
-charter of their privileges and nghbs as their guaranteé ugainsi ibe vagasiag of irres.

ponnlble aliea admlmstra,t,mn, as the basis, in fact, of their future progress. About-
“the feelings and opinions of the populations of India as well as about the manner
ia which the declared policy of the Soverelgn, Parliament and Ministers of Eng-
land a,re practically carried out, the great Legislature of England is utterly ig-
“norant.” It cannot for obvious reasons attend to Indian matters as & portion of

_its regula.r business ; norhas it done anything during the past twenty-five years

to take stock of the results of the change madein }858. In future years the inter-
‘nal and external interests of the United Kingdom will demand, in view of their
growing dimensions and comphcatmns, even more exclusive attention, more
‘devotion -and talent than hitherto, while Indian problems themselves will
~assume increased gravity and require deliberate and cautious handling.
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At present, on almost every important Indian . qusetion, there is extreme .
difference of opiuion.. I do notkoow whether there is any oth_pr counbry in. 1.;heq—
world of which such contradictory " opinions - are held regarding .t.he"_.mos't_ ‘”tﬂl -
questions by men whose opinions are :egtitlfad-to resgectful atztent;on.; -Wh};e;_ one -
 set of very estimable men assert that India is growing 'happlel: and.- IN0Te - Pros- .
perous under the effects of British rule,; another - set hol_d just the ‘congrar o
opinion and state on very plausible evidence that India is sinking in. exhgng!;loﬂ,_;.;.t
and, unless prompt and radical +remedies -are adopted . by 'Pa,rlia,tpept;hg:-_‘i
complete ruin is only a matter of time. Again while officials and their_a.dy_ocaitgs_};
say that the system of the Indian Government is the most perfect. and the most. ",
benevolent systein in the world, almost the whole.body of non-official .eritics-
declare that under the alien and unsympathetio bureaucracy which holds itself ress "
ponsible to no higher authority, to no public opinion, and to no moral. prineiples ;-
in politiral. relations, it is impossible that the  regeneration:.of  -the -
_country can be accomplished. So too regarding other questiors, Such as- the true ..
~ financial condition of the country, the ‘system , of our 'land : administration,
the employment of Natives in the higher branches of the civil and . the -military ..
administration, the most divergent views are held.. How long-can such an wun-
certain state of things continne* How does England mean to do justice . to. her.
responsibility and the well being of 250 millions of human beings, if her best men
remain bewildered at the vont:a lictory views put forth on some of the first pro<
blems of good guverament in India anl otherwise ccntinue ignorant of the facts
relating to their most obvious duties and obligations.? I do.nob forget that inoffi<
cial reports and in the utterances of official apologistsfactsof acertain description
are placed before the Hnglish public. But I believe, gentlenten, there is comuson -
sense enough in England which refuses to accept as incontrovertible truths the
aceount given by the bureauszracy of its own conduct and doings. * The members
of the bureaucracy must be heaven-sent - inded, not - in .any. ironical ' sense,”
if they ever in public documents speak ill of themselves snd 'delibér&%élj ‘go
about to deprive themselves of their occupation. It ought “to strike _:_,éirery'_f’-

person possessing common sense that the one-sided and flattering - account given
by - the Civil Service of its . own = performances = should not i~ be -
accepted without extraneous corroborative evidence. ““The neéeSsity-: for:

this _éxtra,neous favi.dence would bs left all the more iu  the face of the per--
plexing contradictions with which Indian controversial literature abounds. - .7

Well, gentlemén, in  soliciting - an inqﬁiry ‘into the. affairs’
country, our object is nothing wmore than to see that correct and ,-‘fullxi-"évﬁéﬁc&’?‘:
felatmg to th(? rear.l_ wants - of the country and to the- requjf'eﬁ:i\érjiis:fbf?f-jfé-f .
fatote well being in' placed before the English  public, Thé : inquiry, -
uvie say fh(.’l)_e: will be entrusted %o men of the hiohest . ra.nka.mony‘
Einglish politicians, to men wharepresent what is best in 'thef'instiﬁclzltié"’é;r‘lg-?‘:
f:ha,ragter o_f the English nation, who uphold and cherish the ﬁi‘owressivé déﬁiéﬁt
in their political system, and to men whose princfples' of sta,i?esmaﬁéhip ha.va
ande Eogland fvhat she is among the modern countries of the Woi'ld;ifWé'..-ﬁ.’int'
in ;hlc_abbody, wl.au?h 'nay be entrusted with the inquiry, men of broad pnnclples "
311‘11‘ ec;i‘:alftramlﬁ:g rather than. men of local and special knowledge. Under the
oad ;s SimS}IIC men, _the Inquiry will be full and impartial,. and will
sisin:r o th:;r linqun:les . hz.a.ve led - in  the past, to " the . empha-
- nri 0 resh application in the government of this country of those great -

principles of political progress which it is the glory of England to have . digm




_-coverel. Gentlemen, all of us bave the _utmost confidence in the

;ustme and fairness of the English people, and .we have only to solicit an

- inquiry into facts, being content to leave the issua in the hands of their great

* political Ieaders be they of one pa.rhy or the other, of the Couservative or the

fffL1bera.l party. ST S

- Gentlemen, I ha.ve conﬁned myself to very geneml remarks, and have
refra.mpd from saying anythingabout the scope andconstitution of the Committes

~ of inquiry we pray for.” These are matters of detail and may be safely left for

- future consideration. ‘With these remarks I beg to recommend to your favourable
conslderasmn the proposwlou that has been placed in my hands, na.mely “ That
© this Congress earnestly approves of the promised Commlbtee to mqmre into
the workmg of the. Iudmn a.dm:mstra.tmn.”-.. - :

tht it was not needfuI to prova the desna.blhty or necesmty ofanenquiry
S mto Indla.n a.ﬂaars, gince the Iea.dmv men of both English parties - have joined
. _m a.dmlttmg it. But while It was satisfactory to find both parties of one ming
L om, ‘this point; that mrcumqta.nce itself reudered it extremely requlslﬁe to watch
_fcarafnlly the c0mp031t10n of the . body to whom such an enquiry would be
“enfrusted. The condltmﬁs under which thie old Pa,rlnmenta,ry Committees were
"appointed to - snquire “into: the admunstrmon of the . I. Company had
‘altered and it wa.s necessary” to &dopt ] mode of | enquiry suited to the altered
-state of things; " : Three ¢onsiderationy bd, therefore to be borde in mind, The
‘ body enﬁrusted wﬂ:h the enquu-y should be of & character that would enable
it o pursue its mvestzga,tmm in India itself. Secondly. it was essential that
" the natives of this country should be represented on it, and thIrd[y that the
- Comtiission oF Committee - should take: evidence in India. Me. Mehta was
;,...strongly of ‘opinion that unless the enquiry was granted in the manuer pointed
- out, it would be almost better to have noenquiryat all. Parliamentary Comm:ittees
: a,nd Boya.l Commlssmns were not to be had within short intervals and if would
_be dlsastrous 1o ha,ye»a”“boﬂy —Gomposed - mainly of Anglo-Indians sﬂ;tmg in
Jﬂafmm upon themselves. They could well imagine beforeha,n& the conclu-
“'sions to which such a body would amve—superﬁcmlly plansible, but essentially
I unsound... These concluﬂmns would be accepted ‘for guiding principles for at
- Jonst a.nohher twenty yeﬂ.rs, and the mischiéf thus ensuing would be incalculable,
- He trusted that the enquiry would be of such a eharacter as. to ensure confi-
~.dence on all sidess qurly conducted and properly constituted, such an en:uiry
*woul& ba of immense service to the future government of this country by allay-
mg many alarms, sorrecting many pI'EJHdIGeS exiposing many fallacies and
establ:shlnﬂ sound prmcaples m harmony with the healthy progress of time.

- Babu Norendronath Sen said:—It would be the height of absurdity
for a,ny“sane pérson, Europea.n or Native, at this hour of the day, to think of
denymg the importance of a Parliamentary enquiry into tndian affairs after the

« experienoe | that ‘we ha¥e had, for nearly twenty seven years, of the Workmg of the
systen:i of direct government of India by the Queen without any enquiry at all dur-
“ing that long penod "The negleet of such an enquiry which had been previously
* of - regular 'reeurrenca, ‘though at varying intervals of time, has been 1nost dis-
astrous in its uonaequences to the Indiam people, The transfer of the Govern-
“ment of India from the Company to the Crown has been almost, if not alto=
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o3t oe it carried with ity and still retaivs, the worst features of
fli:hs;(i S;Zﬁgai,f jg;ﬁnistratidn——thé presepb Iangiia.n, COun(Eil _gggrely taking the
place of the old Court of Directors, wi‘thjthl_sf - farther dzs:a.-drmnta,ge; tlmjs':;_t_he. ,
‘Board of Control which looked after, and supervised, the acthn t?f. the '00‘}?3 Of';;
Directors, was abolished, and that the -wholesome qheok of 3 liability - to the Iogs 3
of their charter—in case of proved misruleanGr ,which the Kash :Ind,la,';:
Company always governed thig cou itry, was J-f_dgshrgyed.:; - The remedy : has thus.
proved worse than the disease. hatever rt;layi_‘-‘;,ha.vq-‘lm?en the defec_tsrp_f 1.;he
cld Xiast India Company, this: much can be said’ .pg.érthgir_-fa.voqr; that  acting
under the restraints I have mentioned, they took -very.good ..care to see ttha.t
India was governed, so as not to cause grave discontent in the Native population.]

Their efforts were directed generally to the promotion: of meastres,. which -did:
not bear harshly on the people ; and the main ground on: which "they’ generally
claimed & renewal of their Chartor, on each expiry “of it3 term, ‘was that. they.
governed the country in the interests of its Native population. Whatever great
advantages we enjoy at the present day are due entirely to' the reforms which
were introduced during the Bast India Company’s rule oni each ‘renewal of ‘the:
charter, which they obtained. No particular reforms, worth. mentioning,. have
been introduced into the country since the direct assumption- of - its government
by the Queen-Empress, because of the abolition of the good old system of enquir-
ing into Indian affairs with the abolition: of the' East India’ Corapany them-’
selves, Twenby-seven years isa long fime ; and the changes fhose years have
wrought are almost marvellous, . But no corresponding change has been made in-
the administration of the country to keep pace with the progress of . the\'pr_eople,__‘
| Great reforms in the present administrative system are urgestly ; called fory - We.
want a Parliamentary enquiry into Indian affairs with the view that the urgent
necessity for such reforms may be made as clear as the sun at noon day. A close:
and constant Parliameatary control over Indian affairs is the one thingessentially
needed to satisfy the feelings of the people, and to improve the -_qonditi'on_“of"___uhe‘
country. If it had not been for even such occasional control, as the Parliament
does exercise, our lot would have been simply-iatolarable.. Butno such control
can be advantageously exercised by Parliament, = without a gedrching enquiry
“into Indian affairs. There is very much ignorance in-Parliamens in regard to
Indian questions. Not only is India "not” represented in; Parliament, - but - it
wants also a party that would identify itself with Indan interests. b T
The truth as regards this country hardly ever reaches .Parliament. - If

is certainly not the interest, though it is “undoubtedly ‘the.duty, -of the  Indiam
"Council to make it known to Parliament; for that body, undet its ‘present “cons-
titution, is the greatest obstruction to all Indian reforms. = As a- matter of fact,
there is no actual or evea approxiwmate ' representation of India in any of the
great Councils of the Btate, whether in [ndia or i England. - Our Legislative.
Councils in this country are merely shams.- The truth is always burked. 1% is
never allowed to rise to the surface; and good care is always taken by
the official classes to see that a true representation of ‘Indian  views and
feelings never goes to the British public  and the . British Parliaiueut..
The Anglo-Indian or official- . view '~ of every, . Indian, question’ iz al-
ways placed before the British public, whether through the Press er :the platform
or in Parliament. Thus India ig allowed to be governed from England in entire
ignorance of the wants and wishes of the Indian people. But ignorance is

L 3
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i fggcﬁsa,ble.'- What is even wo.se is that when Native - public upinion on any
* question of importance is known, it is completely ignored and disregarded. It is
*; this that we most bitterly complain of, and that almost breaks our hea.rl.s We,

_E;bherefore, want 4 searching and independent. Parliamentary enquiry intoIndian

i affairs, in order that the fruth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth may
" come out, as the result of suchenqulry, and that Indian reforms may be introduced

.. on the l'nes suggeated by such enguiry. And in order that the truth may be gob

~af, we w1ah to see a.,Palha.menta.ry Committee of enquiry come out to this

“__ﬂouniny and take the evidence of the best and most independent portion of the

" Indian commumty——I mean - the. Native community 'of India, who will bear

= testlmony ‘without fear or favour, and who will conceal nothing.. A Parlizmen-

* tary, enquiry, held and carried . out in ~England, will not- be as complete and

eﬁectua.l as it w111 be it it is directed to be held by a Royal Commission, sent to

‘-'Indxa. .Such an. enqulry will not only be most interesting, but most * useful as a
~ gort of stock-ta.kmg -after the trial that the eystem of direct Government of
- 1ndia by the Queen’ has pa,ssed through umnuerruptedly durmscr the long lapse
,;of twenty seveu yea.rs .

_‘ o Mt Da.} arap’; Jethmal * rose to propose an ameudment which was
--"_seconded by Mr OOdha,mm Mooloha.ua and was as follows :—

: Tha.ﬁ the follomng words be added to the pr0p031t10n as moved :(—* and
hopes tha,u such enquiry will be by a Royal Commission which should be fairly
gonstltuted and which should have instructions to take evidence bothin England
andin India. ™ Spea,kmg in supporli of his amendment Mr. Dayaram pointed out
', that the Besolutlon &8 pro;)osed was lame and would show that the Congress had
g arrlved at 8 Jame conoluswn 1t dld not express the national wish : it expressed a
* iperé approval-of the' ‘proposed enguirg and did not ask for any thing further. He
. reminded the. meeting thav the Resolution did not state what the constitution of
~ the Commission” “of Inquiry should be, and where evidence should be taken,
i Whlch were the pomts on which an expression of the national wish was very
necessari‘yg if the proposed onqu;z,.was to be of much practical good. He Iaid
etr"" pon-the-diffeTénce between an inquiry by a Parliamentary Committee and
;. i B,gyal Commlsswn and said tha.t whereas . the former would take evidence
-in Engﬁa.nd and would ‘be composed of .some members of Parliament, the
latter would ‘be ot a different character as it would be competent to ta,ke evi-
- ‘dence in India and cculd be . composed of well informed men ~ who understood
Indla,n affairs better than- members of Parliament. If the Resolution as pr .
posed was adopted India - ~would have no right to complain if the inquir y was
', ot sa.tlsf&ctorlly oarned on; whereas if his amendment - were embodied in the
Besolutlon and the proposed inquiry were - conducted by a P&rlxamentary Com-
mxtﬁee without evidence being taken in Indlar we should not be in a position to
say that we did not get what we wanted. - | :
‘Mr. P. M, Mehta observed t.hat he - ha.d no obJectlon to adopt
Mr : Dayamm 8 amendroent. -
_.,'Z, . i o Mry I U Yaqu said that the constltutlon of & Royal bommlsszon rest-
- od entirely with the Ministry in power ab the time of its appointment, It was by
" on means possible fo say whether a Liberal or a Conservative Ministry would be

" in office when the Committee came to be appointed. And therefore there would be
. mnch. chance of men bemg appointed who would not take impartial views of the

TRy Smca appomted a Member of the anba.sr Legislative Counell
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matters that would come before them. - He thought therefore, that e
tion should remain as it was, couckelin genera.l terms. i

Mr. K. T. Telang beheved that & Pa,rha.menta,ty Commlttee ‘oul
take evidence in India—a most 1mporh.nt'. cons1derat10n. S

Mr. K. L. Nulkar would support Mr.. Dayaram’ s sucgestmn, S {3 was g
absolutely necessary that evidence should be taken in India A Royal Commlsmon’-;
would do that, and would slso be mdependenb of Enghsh polltlcal pa.rtles

Mr. D. E. Watcha said that the CongreSb should ask for a Boya.l Com.,-,-
mission. The Parliamentary Committee on Indian Fma.noo broke off by dlssolu-"_-;;;;;:
tion of Parliameut without making any. final report thoucrh a ma.as of va.lua.hle
evidence waz collected. That mlght occur aga.m | 2 o -

Mr. V. Subra,ya.du was not in fa.vour of: the proposed a.mendmen Leh;._»-
the authorities consider the course proper bo be adopted. It might look like dicta b
tion to Parlaiment, if the Congress adopted the proposed amendment.’ Dehmls as -
to place of examining witnesses - &¢.,; mlght be consu:lered hereafter Sl

Mr. Sabapathy Mudaliar dlssented from the last spea.ker 8 wewﬁ'abouﬁ;_.f
the amendment looking like dictation. =~ 2. R S

Mr. J. Ghosal thougnt. that ewdence must he taken in Indm., bu’ﬁ per- ’
haps they might try a Select Commi itee, a.nd a,fterwa.rds a.sk for 8 Ro;.a.l Commls "
sion if that was fourd necessary. - = - 7o e i "f e e p

, Mr. A. O. ‘Hume su.qgested the omlssmn of the phra.se ‘f f:urly constltut-
ed,” and Dr. 8. V. Athaiye having supported the suggeshon. the proposer -and s
seconder of the Resolution agreed to its omlssmn 8

Mr. Sabapathy Mudaliar of Bella.ry sald .,he RoyaJ Com'ssmn hke the‘f;-.\
Famine Commission, should go about travelling in  the country and enquire’ mto':}_
the nature of the administration of the oountry and personally exa.n:une WItnesses

* Mr. P. Peter Pillai, from Tinnevelly Dzsmot ‘paid =<1 would support _
the ploposed amendwent to the resoluhmeh&,t\he Roynd Commmsmn or
Parliamentary Committee might bea great and real- suc \
some ,sood organisation or system of Workmg such Commissions and Comnuttei s;~—
they w1ll not be of much use, Mr, Sabapathy Muodaliar of Bella.ry a.]luded to the '
Famine Commission. I came in contact with ‘the Commission and"I olosely
studied its various questions and system of workm ‘Thad antmpated the failure
of the Commission and I published a review of the Workmg of it io-a; publm
Journal ‘When 1 met Mr William Digby, WhQ tooL grea.t mteres; m fa.mme mahﬁels,

country. My remmk _has been fully venﬁed Though the Commlssmnl{,,'a.d ) L'
great deal 10 do with questions affecting the general inferests’ of the country, we:
find the condition of the ryots growing worse than ‘before—in- certain’ respects -
worse than what it was at the time of the Comiission and .the’ famine—for *
 instance the forest laws, the salt laws,the re-organisation of the village estabhsh—
went &c., which are all very oppressive to the people. - La.te!y, there was the -
Education Commission, That is also a great failure. - 1 say this from persona.l
experience, being connected with the Educational Depa,rtment .We have now
s0me new dlﬁlcu]tles in addition to the difficulties which the Commlssmn profes—- :
sec to remove. I do not say any thing disparagingly of the gentiemen that were -
n these Commissions, They were all men of superior attainments and cha.ra.cter
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~But the defect lies in the working and organisation of these Commissions, which
- were not of a sufficiently representatlive character and in which the wants of the
people were not sufficiently represented. Unless the Committee or Commission to
“be asked for be thoroughly representative in chamoter, and unless & portion of
" the Commis. fon is composed of members chosen’ by the people, either among

Europeans ar Indians, 1. do not entertain great hopes of the success of the Com:-
mISSJOH. - So 1 ,etrongly supporﬁ the amendment proposed.

,. -F_Ml‘ Deda.bha.: I\aoro;r said :—T had no thought of spea,l\mg on this
'resolutlon'; but. I see I must say SOmethmg There is a notion ruoning
-under - Some remarks, that it & Conservative = Government appoints &
Commlttee, 14t will - nok be &' good one. I do not think there is
any ‘good Teason for tha.t assumption. The Conservatives are not so bad as that

hey will never do £ good thlng, nor are the Liberals so good - that they never
d.ld 8 baﬂ thmg “In fact we_owe good to both, and we have nothing to do with
“them yet a8 pa.rlues. 'We are thenkful to either party that does us good. The
?rocla,matlon is the gift of & ‘Conservative Government. I have some experience
of 4 Parha.mentary - Committee, and that Committee, a Liberal one; and yet
nnder the«Chairmanship of & gentleman like Mr, Ayrton, you cannot be sure of
a fair hea,rmg On the other hand, a fair minded Chairman and similar members,
I)e ‘they~, Oonserva.twee cor, Liberals, would make a good Committee, and
“give & falr mqulry " Much - depends upon the Secretary of State for India.
It bei.ds & “fair - minded i person. and " Dot bmssed in _any paticalar
“way, 3011 will have a fair Comnnttee If “we are asking for a Parliamentary
Comm1ttee, we need not be afraid of asking one from a Conservative Govern-
ment.. A Secretary ‘of-Btate like Sir Stafford Ncrthcote (Lord Iddesleigh) will
glve a faar Joné, and we should not assume that the present- Secretary will not
, give & good ne’“We should only desire that Anglo-Indians may not be put in
- it, or-only'a few such'i in whom Natives ha,ve confidence. In such an enquiry
Anglo-lndla.n officials are: on thexr trla.I and they should not be allowed to sit in
;udament upon, themselves N L

. :

“ -;;.'lfrom the rema,rks already ma.de, there appeers to be _an undecidedness,

Whether 5 ask for 4 Committee, or for a Royal Commission. "And there seems
_also a notion underneath, that if we were not satisfied with the one we could ask
 for the othef. Now we must bear in mind that iv is not un easy thing to get a
Paarha.mentmy Gommlttee or a Royal  Commission, and that you cannot have
exther whenevet. 30u Ilke ‘Do not suppose that if we have 8 Committee or a
* Cotimission and if we sa,y we are dissatisfied with its results, we would at once
get another for the asking.! "We must make up our minds definitively as to what
W8 v\a,ni; and what would be the best thing for us. “You should not leave it open
whether there should be a Committee or Commxssmn- “Whichever you want,
- gay it out once for all. "ln . dealing with Englishmen, make up your minds
dehbcra,tely, speak clearly, and work persaveringly. Then and then only can
-you hope to be listened to, and get your wishes. You must not show that
“you: - do 1ot know your own mind. Therefore, know your own mind,
“and’ say clea,rly whether you desire a Parliamentary Commlttee or
“a  Royal Commission. It is evidently the desire here, . that - full
a,nd impartial enquiry by fair and high minded English - statesmen, with
Tan adequa.te number of Natives on the enquiring body, should be carried
_on in India itself, If 80, then we must remember that a Parliamentary Committee
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can consitt o1ly of nembers of Parhament end can elt in the Perhement Houee
only. For our purpose to lay bare the actual ~onditions of India, an’ _inquiry
India, in all depariments and in the whole condition “of " Indle———meterml a.nd
moral—is absolutely necessary; No enquiry in “England, and - tha.h with the
evidence of Anglo-Indians chleﬁy——whd themselves are on trial,” a.nd who' would
not naturally condemn their own doings and work—c an’ ever bring oub the . truth
about India’s true condltxon and wants, and neeeesa.ry “reforms. - We, then,
irresistibly come to one conr-lusron, that an enqmry in Indmaltself i8. absolutely
pecessary, and that such an enquiry can be conducted bya Royal Comm‘xssmn.
Only let us clearly say- our mind that we- - ask for a Royel Lommxssmn
Do not let there be any: doubt. eboub what " we do” rea.lly ~wanfy “IE1am
right in uﬁserpreinnur your.. desn'e, then I say. let there ‘be. . no .vague
Jeneral resolution, but say clea.rly a,nd dlstmetly tha.t we requlre _a. "’Roya,l“
Commission, i R BT A e . e
' . After'some further dlecueelon in whleh Mr S Agnlhotr_, Mr. Ana.nda
Charln, Mr. Rangayya Naidu, and Mr. B. M. Malabari . took’ part, ?Mt P M,
Mehta explained that there was no msmua,t:en contained in - the- wo:-ds “ fa.lrly
constituted”. They were intended to emphasize the neeesslty for 4 Commls--.
sion about which n room should be left for dxssa.tlsf&ethn, a8 a seeond Commm--
sion would not be gmnted suon a.fter the first, . ",‘ By g e
: The President {n summing up the debate pomtei ouf. thet ewery s one
wanted an inquiry in India as well as in England, and that that re&llv woul@ Be
best secured by a,dopﬁmg a resoluﬁon-askmg for a Boya.l Commleelon- L :

- The Resolutmn was then una.mmously earne& in the followmg form Py
4 That this Congress earnestly recommends that the- promlsed inguiry “into’ bhe
working of the Indian adminjstration here and in .England, should be entrusted_
to 2 Royal Commission, the people of India being a,dequ&tely represented there-{
on, and evidence taken noth in Indla a.nd m Engla.nd »

The Congress was then a.d]ourned to 8 A u. of the followma ay.’




PROCEEDING

" OF THE -

an @a*g, 29\h ‘Bec.c.mbc.w 1885

The Congress ha.vmcr a.ssembled at 8 4 M. Mr. 8. H Chxplonka.r (of
Pooﬁa) rose to move the Qnd Resolutxon in the fullowmg speech :—

Mr Chalrma.n and Members of the National Congress :—The resolution
whleh I ha.va to propose for your acceptance relates to the India Council of the
Secreta,ry of State for India, This Council is a reronant, though in another
~shape, of the form of gavernmenb that prevailed in vhe days of the Bast India
Compa.ny ‘and, in my bumble opinion, the tie has arrived when the necessity
" Or oﬁharmse of the existence of such an institution as the Iadia Council should
i be conmdered ‘Tt was perhaps inevitable when the government of this country
- wag" vesbed m 'a commercial © corpoartion, - that that ocerporation should
ha.ve delegated its trust to a Managing Board; but it seemsto me to be very
strange that the same device should be perpetua.ted after the goverament of this
country has been transferred to the Crown. The practical result of this state of
‘things is that Lhough nomma.lly we are said to be directly governed by the Bri-
- tsh Crown a,nd Pa.rl:a.ment ‘we are still virtually uader the government of the
- Company ;. ‘nay more, for in some respects, Sir, we may be said to be worse off
_than before, Tnlike the old Court of Directors, the India Council is comgosed
almosb exeluslvely of retired Auolo—lndlan officiale who as a class are naturally
“‘prone, often from - force. of habzt ‘and sometimes from. force of conviction,
“t6 - ‘hand down i to thelr . suceessors the British Indian Empire
i pretty nearly the- “same condition in which they found it,
- and who from the: operaduon of the same causes are incapable of being struck by

:the'abuses of that system’which gave them birth, though such abuses might at
“first sight strike any superfiicial independent observer. Sir, even the authors of
_the Government of India Aet of 1858 did not contemplate such s consumination
thh ‘equapimity or without misgivings ; for we find the late Lord Beaconsfield
even then’ confessmg that * with such men (i. e. retired Anglo-Indian officials)
exerclsmd supreme a.uthouty you could not feel sure that you would be able to
~obtain, for the inhabitants of India that redress from the grievances under which
they suffere& tha,t Enghsh protectxon ought to secure.” The question, therefore,
- naturally arises what i is 1t that English protectlon ought to secure to the people
of India? I think you will all agree with me in boldmg that English protection
+ought- o ‘secure the gradual -and progresswe advance of this country
“in its pohtlcal status and indirecty also in its social status, for it may,
I trusb - afford -some  consolation to those of my brethren within these
wa.lls a8 well 4§ outside who have the cause of social reform in India at heart to
-know—and I may be permitted here 1o passingly observe that Einglish history
strikingly - empha,suzes ‘this - lesson—that political progress = 1ust bring
socx&l progress also in lts tra,ln ; for, I hold that a npation which



is pohtlcally forvs ard eannot Iong'&ﬁouito be socmlly b&ckwamd a,nd tha,t a natwn
which is politically backward can never hope to be" socially - forward, + It thus
" follows that the constitution of the Government of Tadi ia. in° Eng]a,nd must be
_framed primarily with & view to this ob;ec’r If is necessary to. draw & dis tine-
tion between the Government of India in England and the Gov emment of India
- in Tuodia. The former "should . be - constituted ' with ‘&  view . to " bring
to bear upon the ]atter the opinion of - the. . Parliament” - and " people
of England, - and- -make - the " latter ~ realise ~their - responsibility
~ to that opwion. To enchble the former to dlscharge these functions adequately
a knowledge of local details is not absolutely necessary ; nay, I would go further
“and say that such a knewledge of local details would desidedly constitute & posi-
tive dlsquallﬁcatlon in the oontrolhntr authorzty for the simpla- reason that mch
intimate knowledge of local details lea.ds its possessors to sacrifice genexa.l prin..
" ciplesof good government to lacal - prejudices, engendered by buresucratic
selfishness, and to rely almosb exclumvely upon those pre,]ualces in their oonduct
. of Indian affairs, * What we. should Jook for and have ‘a right to expect i any
- authority constltuted in Eng[a.nd and invested W;th the powei bf - controlling the
actions of the Government of India in India is an intimate acquamtarnee with the
general pnnclples of human nature and of good gowemmenﬂ “uncontaminated
by local and- bureaucratlc pre]udmes “In ! the'~India~ Council, constituted
as it now is, you ‘have nobhlng bat an - intimate’ kncw]edge of local " details ;-
and, conscquently, it is'no wonder that the Indm Cmmml aver sinceits est&b,hsh
ment in 1858 has been developmg an ever.increasing ' desire for mterferenoe in
- o]l manner of details. It pOSSesses no substanblve power W%hich ub’ ons-: $ime' ‘the
‘advocates of its continued existence believed it to possess, an& to iy " mind this
circuinstance accounts for its mcreasmﬂf desxre to interfere in all the details. of
local administration, being of course na,tma.lly anxious to justify the wisdom “of.
its orlgmal creation and of its continued maintenance.” Hére, - Sir,. with your
permission 1 wish to invite the attention of the Congrebs to the testimony of the
late John Stuart Mill, than whom none worked harder for av erting the fate which
at last overtook the Fast India Company and for esta,bhshmg ‘the India Couneil
exactly on the lines of the old Court of Directors; *: During the ‘course of the dis-
cussions on the Bill ot 1869, which amended the A('& of 1858 in’ a. few dv tails, }Tr
Mill, who was then s Member of Parliament, * said that it was™ xnost’ Jmponant
‘that India should be ‘governed in India and ‘confessed that of Yate-owing to the
increasing facilities of commupication there was a great’ tendenoy to- -oversinter:.
ference on the part of the Home Government “Mr. - Mill; held the - same’ views
in 1869, as he did in 158, as regards the nccessity 6f surrounding-thé’ Indian
Mlmster by a Council of experts, but he proceeded to add that “ if the* Council.
did not possess some substantive power, if they were made a consultative body
only, they would never have that degree of weight which they ought to possess ;
they would be a mere superfluous wheel in -the machinery ; if they had un]‘,
the power of giving their opinions.” they would never be o powerful with:the:
Secretary of State as his own subordinates in office.” It was, however, oonciu-‘
sively shown in 1850 by the Duke of Argyll and thée Law Officers of . tha. Crown,
that the Act of 1859 did not vest in the India Council any substantive power
whatever, In 1869 the Conservatives were in opposition and they thought for a
time that under the Act of 1853 the Indian Council possessed & substa.ntwe
power in reference to the financial - administration ; but . it ‘should be borne in
mind that the Conservative leaders Wlbhed even then to deprive the Indla,
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Councrl of that ,,ower of hna.nclal control It'. will be thus se en, &n’ that neither
leera.ls nor Conservatives wanted the TIndia Council to be anythmg more than
*'a mere consultative body.- Under _such circumstances, I beheve, Iam fully
* justified in citing the testimony of the late "John- Stuart Mill in favour of the
' Besolutlon I am submlttlng for your a.ccepta,nce

, At the very commencement of m y observations I ha,ve stated my be“ef
‘that though we are nommally under the direct government of the Crown and
. Parliament of Engla,nd yet we are still virbually under the government of the
- Bast India’ Company,na.y, { might go further and add that while the exjst-
.;'_mg constitution of the Engllsh portion of the Indian administration possesses to
“the fullest extent all the vicesor shortcommgs of its predecessor, it possesses none
of “its redeeming features. It is. ~unnecessary  to go into details, ang
it will be sufficient for the ; purposes of my argument if I notice here bl‘leﬂy the
-striking results of British administration in India and Ceylon which are, each of
" them, governed on sepa.rate principles, it being of course well-known that
Ceylon is governed on Colonial principles, . Flrstly, then, the race disqualifica-
" tion| which ‘was- ‘sought to be removed by the llbert Bill, does not exist in
‘-.:Ceylon, whera the Native and European Magistrates and J udges enjoy similar
‘powers as reva.rds their jurisdiction over European British-born subjects. Secend] [
‘48 regards the ma.xxmum Jlimit of age for “candidates competing for the Cjyi!
'r‘bervme Exa.mma.tmn of Cey lon it is even now fixed at 24, while for India the
roaximurm limjt is ﬁxed at 19, thus practlca.llv shutting -the door of public com-
“petition to’ the natives of India. ‘Thirdly, as regards the disestablishment of the
English Church, Ceylon has glready obtained what it- wanted, while we in India,
“can haadly be sa.ld to have entered upon even the first stazse of the question, And
fourthly and - lastly, the Ceylon Legislative Council has for several years past
been. repiesenta.tnve in its character, inasmuch as the 1ndependent or non-official
‘members . of that [ eglslature are elected by the respecbwe communities which
they represent, and not ‘nominated by Government as in India. In this connection
it has also to be borne in mind, that the independent. members of the Ceylon
'Leglbla.ture ha.ve ‘the privilege of interpellating the ofﬁcla.l members of the body
:on executlve “matters—a privilege which is entirely denied to us in India. But
by far the most important feature in connection with the powers and privileges
of the Ceylon Leg:sla.ture has yet to be noticed, That feature consists in the f&bt
‘that that Legislature possesses a complete control over the finanzes, in that the
annual budget must be . discassed and sanctioned by it. In India it is different,
The Indla.n 'Budoret is never presenbed t0 the Indian Legislature for approval and
.sanctmn ‘except npon those occasions when new taxation is contemplited. Thus
it comes to pass. that so long as the Indian Uovernment can manage to pull on
‘without addltlona.l taxabion, the lndian Legislature has no opportunity afforded
'to ﬂ: of exa.lmmng and criticizing the budget. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, you
will all, T dare’ say, agree with me in holding that the extreme importance of this
last mentxoned priv 1lege cannot be exa.mrera.ted for it cannot for a moment be
denied that thak privilege alone has enabled Ceylon to en]oy an immunity, which
n India mlg,ht well envy, from having to bear oppressive burdens which do
not rightly beleng to it- Ceylon has never had to bear, for instance, the cost of
the Abyssmlan Wa.r ‘of the Fgyptian Expedition, or of the entertaininent of the
Sultan of Turkey when in London. The- question, therefore, naturally arises,
what is the cause of this difference  in the treatment which India and Ceylon
recewe at the ha.nds 6f one common mistress ? It surely cannot be found in the
-6
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* character of the geople of the two countries ;  for as & ra.cer;_th? Qi’?shalesqpf the
natives of Ceylon are not only not superior to the Hindus, In -'mbel,hg_ef?c_f{,ﬁ. p()_lltl_ o
cal capscity, or civilization, but on . h: contrary: are_gdmlttedly their- mfgnqn?_ :
The late Sir Erskine Perry, who kncw both the countries ‘Yen‘rboire, ___su‘(_;h. 8 ﬁest‘l_'f';;";
mopy lo our ‘Tuperiority uver the natives of _Ceylpn:“'j In his speech. during the .
course-of the debate in the House of Commons on Lord Palmerston’s  motion for
leaveto utroduce his India Bill, Sir Erskine Perry said that :— “he knew the
island (Ceylon) well, and was able to say, that ~potwithstanding ‘the - inferiority
of the Cinghalese to the Hindus as a. race, the improvement, the progress and -
theScivilization, that bad taken place there, under the Queen’s Government, were -
inﬁﬁite]y greater than could be boasted of in India.”” "Bince 1-8,58’ India too, like
Ceylon, has been direct under the Queen’s Governmient for nearly.one whole -
generation, and yet it must be sorrowfully confessed that we have not "been able
to overtake our cousins of the neighbouring island in the race of progress and -
civilization. That island still maintains: its superiority over the main contineot
as"intact ag ever. ~ And this fact necessarily suggests the question, what is the
pr}me cause of this sad and sorry spectacle ?-To my mind -it ‘appears :th‘?_ﬁ ooly -

* one answer is possible to the question formulated above. Abolish. thé India.
Council, and let the Jndian Set;-retary' ‘of State “direct’ the G Ov.e.i'hmen ¢ of this
country on the same principles on which the Secretary of State for the Colonies
governs Ceylon and the other Colonies ; and you will soon” observe a change. for
the better coming over India. -The monstrous fiction that in ‘the India Council -
India would and did find an’ institution to represent her-and to'. jeilously and:
efficiently watch her interests did at no time, and does not even now, deceive any ™
one in India ;-and T am loth to believe that, though such a. fiction might have "
deceived the English nation in days long gone by, it can deceive that nation any
longer. It is this fiction whick is primarily and principally responsible for the .
great body of the evils this' country is labouring nnder; and unless it receives its
death-blow, which, T firmly believe, it will receive when “if is next put wpon its -
trail, JIndia can never hope to obtain that measure of justice which is her due.™-
With these observations I beg to move for your acceptance the Resoluﬁidnjwibh;,
which I have besn charged, namely, ¢ That this Congress con:iders the abolition
of the Council of the Secretary of State for India, as at present constituted, the.
necessary preliminary to all other reforms.”. - - - e

RSN

In seconding the Resolution Mz P. Ananda Charlu addressed the Cong-
ress as follows :— I rise to do a duty ‘that has an unpleasaat feature about it. -
It consists in proposing that we should turn undertakers. There is, however, one -
circuinstance that relieves. it of much of its disagreeablenees. = The proposal is
made under the call of our mether-country and in her best interests. Uader such
a call and in such interests T take it that we shall not hesitate to turn underta-.
kers, and even worse, within constitutional limits. WHhat, then, is the thing the
extinction of which we have to propose ? It is what is quaintly designated ¢ The
India Council”—not any Indian Council, or any Council doing duty -in ‘Tndial
How is it composed ? What 1s its history? In its _inception, it was little
better than a reliz of .the discredited John - Company; for when the whole
body of the Fast India Company was found to be inefficient, a part of that
~ very inefficient body was considered fitter to do what the eutire body was

inca[_)able of doing. This wethod of procedure is prinia facie, queer. But, perhaps,
nothgng_ be'tter was feasible under the circumstances, consistently with - the
clonﬂlctmg Interests that had thea {o be taken into account.’ Be that as it may,

a
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“;he institution at its formation was amere relic, kept alive, I must assume, as the
% be st makeshift then possible. ; In its next stage of deyelopment <t was no better,
fm .it'was mainly litle else than an oligarchy. of fossilised Lndian adwministrators,
“‘presided over by the Secretary of State—a member of the British Cabinet. Nearly
every vacancy, as it occurred, was filled by such as hud been declared superan-
~nuated for service ¥n India, and it is difficult to see how a body of such men could
-fulfil the funciions 7of a Council, which' is virtually the final arbiter of India's
- destinles and which has to grapple with far more weighty problems than call for
- solution 7 Andiai:/ I do rot forget that thereis a transit to a far more propitious
@11ma.ta,.*_Buﬁthat does not count for very much. The change might put off
- dissolution or might diminish the rate ot “decline; but it is inconcbivable that,
. after the ;meridian of life” had long been -passed, the change could restore the
~mental and physical energy of vigsrous manhood.. Then, again, the Indian
_experience of these men is not abreast of the times, as they have long baen remov-
- ed from, and ars,’ for all practical purposes, beyond the reach of the influences
‘and forces actually in operafion in._ India, . It is.not, in the nature of things.
possible for these and such as these to' do justice to growing Indian requiremeuts.
The evil effects of these manifestly infitmatory features in the members are ag-
~gravated By the-absolute supremacy which is reserved to the Secretary of State
“for: India,” as 'theé President of the Council. In practice, as well as by the
- letter of the law, ;_tﬁi__.jar,em_e_ridoua‘&uthority is reserved to the President, and
it does not require much effort of imagination to realize the utter helplessness of
the Council when its views are overridden by the dictator. No machinery exists-
~for an appeal 1o Parliament at the instance of the India Council as against the
“decision of the Secretary of State, and T think this is after all not a mattef of
“regret ; for, sup:ioss such x machiaery existed, the result would be no better, as
' the Becretary of Staie for India, possessing the ear of his fellow- Cabinet-minist-
“'ers,.enjoys by that gircumstance the command of a Parliamentary majority as
" matter of course..Without at all imputing to the British Cabinet a wanton desire
* to injure India, it may well be predicated that, when opposed to purely British
_ interssbs, Indian interests will always give way. Thus we find, by an examination
_of its constitntion and by calculation of probabilities, that the IndiaConcil contains
“no elements : of usefulness, but contains a great many elements. tending to do
“ harm; One of the previous speakers said that the British Parliament, conscious
“of its powerlessness to do justice to the claims of India, abdicated its right as a
‘- final Court of appeal in favour of the India Council, which was evidently institut-
““ed as an- experiment. The experiment has failed, according to the universal
;verdicb; and we wish that an institution which has luckily not existed for quite a
“generation yet, but which having been weighed in the balance has been found
“wanting, may cease to exist. What is proposed to take its place as a more effec-
“4ual body to dispose of Indian matters does not fall within my province. The
~‘proposition to be next moved will contain the provision for its substitute. The
_true scope of my duty is to indicate the inefficiency of the existing Council and the
; tiecessity of its abolition as & primary condition of all other reforms. Forthe pur-
* poses of the proposal which I am seconding, it is enough to say that no improve-
“ment is possible till ‘this Council is abolished, without -at all implying that,
by “itself, such a step will at onceright every thing. Toadopt the Rev. Sidney
Sraith’s bappy way of putting a like case, - “ the medical man does not tell
~you, you will be all right, when the bile is got rid of, but he tells you that you
~ will not be' right, £ill after. the bile is got rid of.” With theses.remarks I beg
o second the proposition before you. - |
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| \Lr. 3. Ghosal (of Allahabad) made the following speech in support of
the Resolution :—Mr. Chairman and gentlemen: The subject o_f the resolution
which T am called upon to support has for some tnge past occ_upled"s(.) ;nnt{h the
attention of thoughtful men, who take any interest 1n ﬂ_le. good aad_lmmstr.a.tmn of
the Indian government both hers and in England, and it pas been 80 lucidly _a.t!d
ably discussed by the two previous speakers, that I have little or nothing tq. say in
support of it o N A R
o Regarding the necessity of abolishing, or ab leash reconstituting, the
India Council, no two persons who have given the least thought fo the subject
have any difference of opinion. There exists such a 'ger_lera.l, agréement on the
subject that no arguments are necessary to convince those who care-to pay any
attention to the subject, that steps must be taken to effect a change in or toabolish
the Council altogether without further loss of time, -not only for the good of the
people of this country, but also for that of the Gover_nmgnb_ itself, bepause 1 counsi-
- der what is good for the one s also good for the other. . D
The India Council was no doubi instituted at first to serve a good and
useful purpose ; but practically it has proved otherwise, as is often foundto be the
ease with many administrative arrapgements 1dadein different countries ab
different times. Our best intended schemes are often found in practice o prove the
contrary. When the administration of this country was transferred from the East
Tndia Company to the Crown it was virtually trausfrred to the Secrelary of State
for India. Owing to the very constitution of the British Goverament and the
freq11ent changes of party government in En gla.qd f’t_,here_&_ was,” and still there is,
no knowing who might become ~ the Secretary of State forIndia and at what
moment, As a rule, persons having no previous connection wita this country
and poésessing no knowledge of its affairs are selected to fili the post. For snch
men to earry on properly the administration of this vast country, and that while
sitting in. England, was considered almost an impossibility unless helped with in-
formation and advice by men who had real knowledge of this country and its people.
Under the circumstances the English statesmen then in power thought it necessiry .
to provide the Secretary of State with a Council whose members -’ might not only
help him, but also to a certain extent serve asa check on his vagaries and high-
handedness. No one could at that time find fault with such un arrangement. Let
us see, however, what have been its practical results and why: For reasons already’
stated ro single individual holds the office of Secretary of State for.a long time,-
but the fifteen members of his Council are almost permanent fixtures there. It
is true that they are not now appointed to hold office during good behaviour, which
meant almost for life, still the ten vears for which they are now appointed is a
pretty long time, and they are all considered great authorities on all questions con-
cerning India. The Secretary of State having no such pretensious cannot but be
guided wnore or less by the views, opinions and advice of these. members ; canse-
guently, it is these members aho virtuaily control and guide the administrasion of
this country. I may say the Secretary of State is almost bound to act according:
to their views. - Fiven the general imzpression, that, in malters concerning the ex-
- penditure of public funds, the Secretary of State possesses the power of acting
without the concurrence of his Council, has no real foundation. -'1his is apparent
from what has just been so ably explained by my -friend, Mr.- Chiplonkar. In
fact, if the Secretary of State possessed the power, placed as heis, he would"
be most reluctant to use it except on rare occasions, when backed or guided by &
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;_j-_:inﬁch stronger force, the policy of his party in Parliament, or the decision of the
~ Cabinet, Ministers. - Knowing all these circumstances we look upto those fifteen
« members of the India Council as the most important personages in deciding the
* fate of our ‘country, This brings us to & ‘consideration of their qualifications for
exerc1s1ng such powers, . ‘Are they really fit to govern lndia or to control, give
~ shape to, supervise, and to find out the defects in the policy of those who carry on
_%he actual work of ruadmlmstratzon in this country? Almost all of them are
. retired Anglo-Indian officials. Owiug to the peculiar circumstances and sur-
roundmgs of their position while in this country, some of these Ano‘lo-Indmn
- officials have i in them less of an Englishman than of an Oriental despot. Consi-
~der’ a.lso, gentlemen, the value of their knowledge of this country and its people.
- India is now paseing through a rapid, very rapid, transition. Look at the changes
" ¢hat have faken place within the last twenty, or say: ten, years, The India of
to-day is very different even from the India of 1880. Five years ago who could
. have foreseen or. believed that all classes of people, Hindoos, Mahomedans, Pursis,
and others, in every part of this vast country—Madras, Bombay, Bengal, Punjab,
N orth West Provmces, Oudh, etec., would, withou§ any- pre-arrangement or inter-.
. communicaiion, simultaneously become: so enthusiastic in manifesting their
graheful feelings for & single indiyidual, as they did in their dewmonstrations to-
- wards our late beloved Viceroy, Lord Ripon, on the occasion of his retirement
from the country “Again, five years ago the very idea of buch & national gather-
. Ing as this of delega.tes from every part of India, belonging to different castes and
creeds, uniting for common ob;ects, and. travelllng long -distances almost ata
_ momect’s notlce—because itis nob yet a month since the time and "placeof this
. Congress were fixed and notified—the very idea of National Congress would have
been considered utopxa,n or impossible. The members of the India Council would
_be the very last ‘persons to believe that since their departure from India the
country has. undergone such a mighty .change. The knowledge possessed by.
- these members regarding India is of very little use at the present wonient, Their
* ideas and’ notzons of the India of their days and its people have become almosh
ancienh As men grow in age, their’ opinions and convictions as well as their pre-
judices are liable to become . fixed and stereotyped, and their capability to.under-
~ stand and realise the effects of the changes [daily taking place around them is
proportlonately diminished. Even when they understand them they feel disin-
“clined to adapt themselves to the altered  state of things. For this reason the
conolusmns arrived at by these members of the India Council are often formed
.on @ Wrong ba.ms, and, therefore sometimes they do us ‘harm even in. wishing to
“-do us good, "Itis & well known fact that the generality of Anglo-Indian officials
conduct the administration of this country in a manner which best ensures the
preserva.tmn of their lnterests and of the services to which they belong. Their
- policy is always opposed to our advancement. And as the IndiaCouncil is regu-
larily recruited from the very'sameclass of officials its members. are the peren-
- mial represent&tweq of Anglo-Indian pre]ud.lce, policy, and interest. Honourable
* exceptions are occasionally found among them,; but these only prove the rule.
' Members of the India Council are, however, not always fo be blamed for all the
. mischief that -is done to Indian interests. They are but human. In many cases
- they have to uphold the policy they themselves had been carrying on while in this
~ country, and sometimes they have to sit in judgment upon their own acts during
their official careers. At other timesthey bave to judge of the acte done by
‘$hose whom they personally know well, of whose abilities they have high opinion

-



26

and for whose judgment they hive "respe_ct-; It i"s‘ b‘{ﬁ naturé:l ,_tha‘t unfleF.’suchz :
circumstancesthey should do as they bave been doing, Ifwe had a ;,d]ﬁe;ent :
“class of men as members of the India Council, men free from local and party- pre-
+udices and having no real or imaginary interest in upholdmgr. this,* that or the-
i)ther policy, men who would understand agn‘d could take cognizance of the  real
state of aﬁ‘a,;rs as they are now, or"_ha,pp?n to be: from time to time, and had._—s?-m_
pathy with our just aspirations, su‘eh a FJounml would be a greaf - P“O?l._tﬂ;ql}r
couniry. As it is at present c_onstztt‘lted 1b.ha§' becowne an anachrf)msmermqre-a,'
source of mischief than good. The proceegﬁl:l?gs of thg India QOuncll_ are not. ma.de
public. Tho public can never kaow who is really " responsible for the' desition-
which a Secretary of State may have given ' on auy particular : question; “Ib is_
almost an open secret thab in the qUES;ﬁQIIQ_E-'Of raising Fhﬁ age of theIndlan CjW"’. "
Service candidates the late Secretary of:State arrived at the decision not" agcor..
ding to his own lights, but according $o those of the members of his Council ; but
no one can fix the respousibility on them., In fact, the mouthpieces of the Anglo~
Indian bureaucracy, the newspapers donducted in this country to represent. their.
views, have already done their best $q fix " the responsibility on' the Secretary of
State alone, becanse Lord Kimberley.| .‘{vho, was then holding that office, happen-,
ed to belong to the Liberal party. Divided responsibility by itself is & sure source
of mischief, but the members of the India Council, though the real arbiters of our
fate, are irresponsible, and the exercise i irresponsible powet is always most mig_
chievous and dangerous. Is it not, gentlemen, then hightime that these irrespon-:
sible dignitaries should cease to take such supreme part in the administration of
our country P Considering these, as well as & few other points which the " limited
time allowed to each speaker will not permit me fo fouch upon,; - 'we ‘éannot. help.
asking for the abolition of the India Council, : When we think of this’ quéstion.
another naturally occurs to us, that is, by what - other “agency or. agencies that-
useful purpose could be served for which the India Conncil was originally ereased
andhowthe work thatisnow donebythe body should be conducted.. The question
is so important and vast that I don’t think thisis the proper time and place to go
into its details. Much of the work could be easily performed by Under-Secreta-
ries asis the case with the office of the Secretary of Btate for the -Colanies. - But
there would still remain a'good portion which it is desirable, nay necessary, should,
be disposed of by a tribunal composed of men who are duly qualified to deal  with.
it. We have also to consider whether such a tribunal should be located in . Eng-
land or in India, or partly thereand partly here, Should the - much-wished for.
Rcyal Commission for enquiring inte the administration of India be s06n appoint-:
ed, much light will also be th own on this subject during the course -of “that.: en-
quiry.  ‘Whatever that enquiry may be lead to, one thing is certain. The ‘reconsti-’
tution or the abolitior of the India Council is particularly necessary s a.prelimi.
nary to all other much needed reforms in the administration of this country.. We'
no longer wish to be blessed with the so-called wisdom and - experience of .the"
Tndia Council, nor with the fruits of their brain and pen. At the ‘same- time’
we. want some other body to: take mot  -only . thejr- ! functions,’
but also . some additional once and "in the deliberations ‘ of - ‘that
body wish to have the views and. the wants of the® people of this country re-
presented by cur own couutrymen, and those selected not from the class favoured
by the Anglo-Indian bureaucracy, but from a different one. We want our interests
represented by such of oar countrymen as are more anxious to ‘do good. to our
country than to please the big ~ officials- and secure . titles for themselves and



lﬂeratlve appointments for their reletlons--—we want men who are in real sym-
pethy with the educated classss and the people. at large. 'Tospeak plaioly, we
. who. suﬂer most on account of the - ‘'shortcomings pf our adminstrators, wish to
ha.ve a real sharein the admmlstmfaon of our own a.ﬁ’elrs. We want to take the
Work of a,dmmlstra.t;on more aad more into our own hands sofarasit is compatible
« with the imperial. policy of the; British , Government. We cannoi, however,
" expect this reform and a chenge in the ﬁsca.l policy of the couutry, until the In-
dla. Council ,13 a.bohahed and the India Act of 1858 amended.

S W;hh {'.hese observa.tmne gentlemen I beg to recommend to your
favourable eonsuieratuon the Resolutzon Whlch Ihave been called upon to support.

_Mr Sa,ym ‘said he did not wish to onpose the Resolution, but rather to
ma.ke an mqmry “The India Council had existed for many years and we ought to
“he. ceutmus in peking | for ifs total abolition. . 'Would not the Secretary of State
~become & perfech. eutocra,t w1thout the Council ? And would it not be- better to
“wait for the result of the i mqmry that the ‘Congress were asking for, as that inquiry
“tnust neeessa.nly embrace thls questlon of the emstence and powers of the In-
! ﬂlan Counell LR Y :
Mr,V Subra.ya.du sa.ld tham fea,rs hed been expressed that 1f the Ind:a.
Councxl was abolished, the Secretary of State wouldbecome a perfect autocrat. He
bhoun‘hﬁ the Socretary of State was an autocrat now. The Councillors are worthy
: men of antxquated notzons and obsolete knowledge. They are not representative,
a.nd 113 13 -difficult to er'enge for a representatlve Councﬂ The sysuem we should
ha,ve 18 tha.t Whlch emste in the Colonies.” .~

7";Mr P. M Mehta. in reierence to Mr. Sa.ya.m 8 doubhs pomt,ed out that the
_ingmiry asked for was not 86 muach for the purposs of their making up their minds
1-’4 for testlng the conclus;ons .they had come to. The case as regards the India
Cuunell seemed to him complete. . The -other ~doubt - of Mrs Sayani had been
unswered by the late speaker. (Amember Buti ths Cnlonies have Parliament of
“$heirown. ) ‘That is true, but I don’t believe in secret irresponsible conclaves, We
must ‘havea govemment ‘carried  out in -open day-light. And here, continued
Mr PM. Mehte, I ‘would ask leave to make a remark about a matter on which
“there isa greeb deal of mlsa,pprehensmn. I wish all our countrymen to consider
_how far we can get on without the aid of what is called party governmeni. The
?-.system of English edmlnlstra,twn is based on t,a.rty and .our fortunes being bound
-i-‘-up ‘with England, we must resorh fo that system: forour wants also. 1n the English
_ systenm, truth cannot be brought out except -by the concussion of debate when
- pach cage I8 explained from both sides. Returning to the main subject of debate,
" Mr, P. M. Mehta said, Indian officers of Government were supposed to be unfit
“for work at the age of 55. Could if, then, be reasonably supposed that the effeta
‘Anglo-Indian-officials who are "appointed to the India Council are less -unfit p
- Purther 1t must be remembered that these bureaucrats must always be partial to
" what their brother bureaucrats do out here as the§ have themselves done similar
‘things in their time. They are, ,therefore, an excaedmﬂly unsati sfactory appellate
' .tnbuna.l over the loeal officers. * :
s Mr Sd.ba,pa,thl Muda,ha,r said that the abolition of the India Couacil ig
,,_;__necessa,ry not only for, the sake of the efficient adminisration of the country,
" but it is also .necessary in point of economy. 'The poverty of India is such ag
“not to be a.ble 150 afford to pay heavily for the double government when there is

+
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nothing to recommend it. By the a,bolltlon, of. the Councll we . sha.!l obtam a,

large saving to the public revenue, and we shall have the further advantage ofr :

making the government more local than now. :
‘The Resolutlon was then put to the vote and ca.rned unammously

* In proposing the next resolution, the Hon’ble X, T.- Telang observed :
Br. President, I confees I-feel a certam amouat of embarrassizent, - because I
happen just now to be a member of one’ of those bodies,: the reform. of -

which is insisted on in the Resolution’ that has been entrusted to me.

However, I will endeavour to do my best in placmo that Resolution beforeu you;_.-
It runs as follows :—* That this Congress considers the reform and expansion of

the Supreme and existing Legislative Councils, by the admission of a consider-
~ able proportion of elected mambers, (and the creation of similar Councils for ' the

North West Provinces and Oudh, and alsoforthe Punjab) essential ; and holdsthat

all Budgets should be referred to these Councils for consldera.blon, thelr members

being moreover empowered;’ to interpellate the Executive in regard to'all branches

of the administration ; and that & standing committee of the House of Commons .

should be constituted to receive and consider any formal protests that may be

recorded by majorities of such Councils against the exercise by the ‘Executive of

e

the power, which would be vested in it, of overrdiling the decisions of such ma- -

jorities.” f think it will be convenient if T say a few words on eachof the -

portant points embraced in the Resolutmn I have now read In the hrst place B
there -can be little doubt tha.t ‘the two great °. " divisions : the .-

Empire, viz, the Pun]aub a.nd " the ~ North' - West . __Provmces_‘ )

and Qudh, ouoht to- have Leglsla.tlve Councns of . tﬁelr - own, 1t -

unnecessary now to consider the question whether they: shopld have ha.d thexr -
own local Councils before. We have got now_to deal with the future, and’ T do -

not anticipate that there will beany difference of opinion among ourselves on this "~
point, that in future those Provinces should have Local Legislative Councils cons-
tituted like those which the other Provinces possess or may hereafter: possess, "
How should those Councils, then, be constituted ? At present they are almost en- -
tirely under the systemof nomination. I say almost entirely, because in the reign

-

of our late beloved Viceroy, Lord Rlpon, what may be called in some

sense a new departure was made in the mode -of nomination, - " when
our laie distinguished countryman, Babu XKristodas . Pal, was called into the .
Supreme Legislative Council. And thut mode has been foI]owed in the appoint- .

ment of the suceessor of Kristodas Pal-—my- friend Mr. Pyari Mohan : Mukarji.

Barring these ekceptlens, bowever, which’” may  be said to prove the rule, our -
Legislative Councils "have always ‘been recruited by nominations. Now. -

1 do not know whether I am estopped a8 we lawyers phra.se ity

from saying that the practical working of = this - system - has not alwayS* B
been satlsfactory But however that ma.y be, there can  be.no-doubt
that that system is now, aball events, unsatisfactory in principle. Under. the '
excellent scheme of Local Self-Government elaborated during the viceroyalty of - .
Lord Ripon we shall have a complete network of Municipal and Rural Boards,

which shall to a greater or less extent be manned by representatives of the - peo-

ple elected by the people themselves. And that being so, it seems quite manifest,

that as a keystone, so to say, to this arch of local elective bodies in each Presi- '

dency you must have elected Legislative Council at - the capital city of each

Presidency. This seems obviously so appropna.te that it is unnecessary to fln- -

ther labcur the point.



29

It will be noticed, that the phrase used i m the Reso ution is “a con-
slderable propertion of elected members.” This phrase has been used advisedly,
- a8 it does not seem to be desirable that we should now pledge ourselves to any
specific proportion to be observed throughout the " Empire. Local conditions, the
. laws enacted to eﬁectuate Iocal self-government in different Provinces, will have
~ o be locked toin fixing the proportion in each case. But it seems to me per-
“gonally, that in order to give the principle of election a fair scope, at least one

half of each Connoil should be elscted. In our Yocal Boards and Municipalities,
“Acts in tl:us Presidency, that is the proportion fixed,and it would not bea veryrevo-
lutlonary demand to ask forthat proportion in the highest Council in each Presi-
" dency. There is oneimportantquestion inconnection with this point as to election,
_which, as bnmg one of detail and depending to a very large extent on local condi-
. tlonB, ha.s pot been dealt with in the Resolution itself, But it is desirable that I
_should now refer to it. - We may be asked, what is your electoral constlt.uency ?
How are you gomg 1o get your members elected P Well, as Isay, I am not going
to ask the Congress to come o " ahy formal resolution .on these points, but I
_.think it is right that I should indicate some modes by which the thing can be
ol done; if it is determined t6 do it.. -For each Presidency Town, then, there are
‘ severa.l well orgamsed bodies to Whmh the right of election may be given. There °
“are, for instance, the Munlclpa.l Corporatlons of each of our Presidency Towns,
" .which can be a.ske& to return one or more members. Then'toere arethe Cham-
“bers of Commerce, and the Universities to which also such a right may properly
be gwen Agam well- esta.bhshed pOllth&l Associations—such as the one whose
"aid the Government of India recently resorfed to. on the  two occasions I have
just named—might fairly be asked to return some members. Thus we can get a
da.tzsfactory electoral body within ‘the Pres1dency Towns. But this is, of course
“very far from enouoh -The’ Mofussil Districts must also be represented. And
~ for this purpose, too, weil estabhshed political Associations in the Districts might
~be ntﬂlzed as well as the bodies whlch naturally present themselves as suitable
~for the purpose, namely, the ‘vatious rural and Municipal Boards established in
..:.‘ea.ch Province.. Tt will be understood that I am making these remarks, not as
;--showmg “what in my opinion should be done at once, but &s showing rather, that
f;—'while we Iea.ve open these questlons touching the working out of the details of
oar scheme, we huve bestowed some thought upon those questions, and can, when
+he tnne comes, _ uo‘gest some fea.mble modes for their so]utwn

i : So much “for the conshtutlon of the Councds Now ag to their funec.
i, tlons Aud the first additional function which this Resolution points out is one
‘j',_foonnected with finance. Under the existing law and practice, financial Budgets
--nave to be submitted to the Legislative Councils, whenever new measures of tax-
* ation harve to be passed.. But according to a ruling of Lord Northbrook’s, about
“'the cdrrectness of which it is not needful now to inquire, Budgets cannot be sub-
. mitted to the Legislative Councils when new measnres of taxation are notpropos-
“ed by the Exeoutwe Government. And we know, accordingly that such Bud-
gets have ouly been pubhshed for many years as part of Government Resolu=
. tions. . Well, we propose that the practice prevailing in cases where new tazation
“is ca,lled for should be made the universal practice and be prescribed by law. It
- will be noticed that at present we only ask for the Budget being brought forward
for consideration in the Councils. We do not propose what would probably be a
too radical measure ]usﬁ now———namely, that the Councils should have power to

. T T
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reject the Budgets of the Executive Government." 'Buﬁ.a‘fétl.l without - this _POW-BE .
which might conceivably hamper the work of Governraent, it must do some good,.
and can do no harm to allow non-official views of Go.vgmment IEFSUTES . t?;-'._.b.? .
publicly proclaimed by responsible persons, in recognized modes, and in snch a .
way that the constifuted authorities must necessarily be mfo"m?d_ abgnt ‘:\_themt
and feel themselves called upon, in some sense, to answer such VIEWS, - Ih soemns .
to me quite obvious, that as I have said before, our pr OPOS?"I- on th“% pomtma.y
fairly be expected to do some good and cannot poss__lb'l_y :c}q gny'l}ar;m_._,s- : (DR
. Well, ther, the next point is in reference %o the power of .interpellation. -
This, again, appears to me to be & very moderate _xl'lodlcllm'ﬁf__mfm?% the conces:..
sion of which cannot lead to any mischief. T had occasion - & few rmf)ﬂi?hs ‘ago to
speak on this subject to an eminent authority in this Presiq_ency_,‘?*_rvfho_" ‘_I‘I_’lll_sf-__fof"
the present be nameless, and an objection was ' then’ si?mgwh&t '- faa_ntly, Ima,_y
say suggested to this reform. "1t was suggested that this power. of interpellation
ay be abused, as it has been by Mr. Ashmead Bartlett in” the House .ofl_',iCom_-,.:
mons. I quite accepted then, as I accept now, the view that the power of_,i_.lanter'-;-l.
pellation is susceptible of being abused, like any cther power,. but _,IV‘;,Ye,r;t,ured o
point that there was no reason to anticipate any svch abuse of the " power hers,
atall events for many years after it" was firsh conceded..  And -when -_‘_ﬂ_}e‘ - time'
comes, it will be quite open to the authorities then to deal with the evil .as may
seem most fifting. But until that timeé comes, ¥ think wé..f.‘;may_f;:?éry?;f{_ fairly. and
reasonably consider the objection as beyond the pale of - practical - politics. . And. |
-now let us see whai will be the advantages of giving such & powerto odr Couneils. -
In the first place, we all know . that at :present’ the responsible authorities” of :
' Government have very few unexceptionable modes of quieting.~ discontent, by
explanations of the motives ‘and actions .of deernme_nis.‘ There is no official |
jeurnal, and therefore no way which the officials consider to be . conéisteqﬁg'_vgith’_‘
‘their dignity for offering any information that may dispel - ‘dissatisfaction A
power of interpellition vested in the. Council affords’ . -a_.;_-_.-_.e,;‘rnofs_ﬁ‘;;i_;_r‘x_:’l‘))jectif)__n-f'
able remedy for this state of things Again; matters. . arg. always . Bropp=’
ing up, which do not attract. attention. - at-’ headquaiteérs ~in’time”
to avert mischief. To these matters attention could be drawn in' Council
effactively and without much difficulty, and, at the same time, with the - best re~
sults. The whole adminstration will thus be popularised, and " friction’ between
the ruiers and the ruled minimised.” Inquestions like those which have arisen in
connection with the Forest, the Abkari,or the land Revenne. administration inthise
Presidency, the existence of a general power of interpellation must be peo lastiv: -
of great good, . | , L
Lastly, we come to the point how differences of opinion in Gounecil should
be dealt with. On unimpurtant points, of course, the Executive Government on
the spot mu s deside flaally—the responsibility for the administration being vest-
ed in thew. ~ But on important points, where also, o course the Government on’
the'spot must decide for the same reason, it need not be allowed to decide jinally.
It the point is important énough for g majority ol the Council, thus overruled by
the_Executive to record their protests, such protests ought to go up for final
decision to the great and Supreme Council of the British Empire—the House of
Commons, These protests would deal, almost necessatily one may say, with
great and fundamental questions of policy, and upon them, even under present
arrangements, the ultimate authority now rests with the House of Commons.
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On that point also, therefore, our proposa.ls cannot be fairly rerra,rded a8 either
1mpractlca.ble or revolutio vary..

*2 1 do not: know, Mr. . Premdent thut I need say more on the present
occa.s1on The eubject; is -one- which has" been frequently discussed by our
_countrymen; ~and. there is a general consensus of opinion amongst us.
The - remarks, - thcrefote,’ which- I have ventured to address you really
embody the main .reasons upon which we have generally arrived at
the - ‘conclusion’ that -the = reforms . mentioned in this Resolution ought
ncw to.be undertaken. ‘Those reforms I ‘venture to think are in themselves

- qmte rea°ona.ble they are thorouchly praticable and not in the least revolution-
“ary i “and they are :calculated, on the one hand, to facilitate the work of the Gov-

. elnment and, on the other, to afford a fair scope for the aspirations of the people
-in the dlrectlon of publw usefulness. 1 therefore conﬁdently commend thls Reso-
lutlon to the acceptance of the Ccnaress

; ‘The Hon’blp 8. Q!lbrama,ma. Iyer (Ma.dra.s) :— M. Chairman and Gen-
tlernen——I rise Wlth great pIea.sure to second the proposition - just proposed to
you by my +Ho n’ble friend Mr. Tela.ng, especla.lly as I see that there is no meed to

~make . & speech. in- support . of - . Genflemen, my friend has so
WelL “exhausted 'all that could be said *‘on the subject and has

completey a.ntlclp&ted me that I really have nothing to add
to -what:* he ‘has: already. told “you in. such elegant and -convineing
l'mgu 2ge,: ‘unless T 'tnean to parcphra,se to yon what he ha.s been saying and thus
“mar the effect of his speech. He has pointed out to you the defects in the pre-
senh ccnshﬁutmn of these Councils and has indicated to you the nature of the
remedy $o be applied and the lines on which reformation should proceed. He
~ has gketched out to you a ‘scheme which is perfect in its details so far as it goes
- and withal so feasible, that if we but succeed in getting Government to recognise
“it as practicable, we need not yet despair of a bright future. As he has himself
a.dml‘"t‘.ed the scheme ig not put forward as a j'anacea for all the evils, but [ have
S 1¢) hs-mta.t‘on whatever in saying that it would go very far indeed to minimise
“the evils to & considerable degree. " Having said this, I am almost tempted to sit
+down and make over the balance of my ten minutes to my friend Mr. Naoroji,
*whom T-am sure you will all be anxious to hear at some length. But before I

-git down, I think I may say a few words which will enable you to judge to wha

' opmmul ‘myself incline, Though my connection with the Madras Legislative
Council has not been qulte a8 long as Mr. Telavg’s in Bombay—-1 have been only

* g year in it—1 think I may fairly claim to have had sufficient experience of its

- working to enable me to form an opinion as to their utility. I should not fail to

-:.-a.dmls however, thaﬁ the actual working of these Councils is enveloped in some-

“what of a mystery. and o one outside it, itis a puzzle how if is that the .non-offi-

" cial members are so little able to do good of any kind. Naturallyenough they come

 in for & good round of abuses. I myself on many an occasion, whenbad laws enact-

:j;ed laid bhe wholc blame | on - their shoulders, and indulged in rather severe criti-

" gism * of their actions. It was not &ill 1 1myself became a wmember

“of ‘hhe Madras Council - that I saw how unjustly our friends in the Coun-

. cil were censured in the majority of instances and what little influence
they possessed in the Council either for good or for evil. With the
best intentions in the world, I may assure you gentlemen, they find themselves
“in the wrong “place, _a,nd 80 long as the present constitution of these Councils re-
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main unchanged it js idle to expees that these non-ofﬁcml members wﬂl prove
of any great use to “the country. . The misfortune  is tha.t these "non. official -,
. members are not allowed to feel apy . . responsibility, and, - even if gome - of them :

assume it, mo “opportunity is given them fo render themselves useful I do"

_not say this in any captious spirit -and I dlsclanm all intention of gmna ‘any-
offence. Somehow or - other,. these ‘local Councils have become ‘so- altered.,

“in their conpututlon that they have altogether lost their- »ergma.l chara.cter and

1 do not think that they now answer the purpose for Whlch they were originally

designed. Whatever may have - been ‘the intention . .with = which these:
Councils were gonstituted at fn'st and whatever doubts may bea - entertalned DOW .-
as to their present constitution, I do not’ BUpPOse, there oan ‘be" ‘any doubt: that "

they at no time possessed a representa.t've character. . For sometlme paat these

Councils have been so worked as to render them by no means ; efficient even . as

exponents of non- -official opinion. If one- carefully- noted  the: successive 1a.ws‘

BT

that are enacted by these Councils, ene would plainly see that the functlons of

these Councils are limited to registering the decrees of . the - Execut:ve Govern-"

ment and stamp them with legislative sanction.: T.ant Wﬂhng te agree with. Mr;.
. Telang that there is as element of nsefulness 1 m these Councils- which n:nght i

yet be utilized to.onr advantage. Admitting that, T am sceptlcal whether . any .
material good will result from.these Councils, solona a8 the; present{system of the

Executive setthng beforehand for all practical purposes in ag. irrevoeable Ianner 3
the principle of all measures that are introduced into ' these bounclls is main-.

tained. It appears to me that I might say- “withouok - any  breack of . conﬁdenee,
that during the short time that I have been in the Couneil; 1 havenot experienced
any difficulty in gefting my suggestxons adoplsed if iny they related to- details. -

_ Every suggestion that 1 made was received. with grea,t consideration so long as'it

did not trench on the principle already determmed upon by the Governme,nt So
far as that goes, I must do the Government. the ‘justice to say that they are not E
- only anxious to hear non-official opinion, but they a.Iso ﬁry 46 adopb it 'as far a.s

possible consistent with the principle of the measure. The drs,wba,ck ‘then: a.s T

just now pointed out, is that the principles of the measures ‘that; are: introduced
into the Councils are previotsly determined by the Government behmd the back .

of the Leglslajtave Councils as it were ‘and the dlﬂiculty of«the non-oﬁclal merm- "

bers consists in their not bemg able to modify them - in a.ny ‘manner;. The d]ﬁi‘_.:‘r-
culty lies in this and I am glad that Mr. ‘Telang has thrown ‘Tight o ﬂns “aspeot.”

of the question. I must concede thaf it may be’ dlfﬁculh to counsel Govemmert

‘of the real extent of this evil and whatever dlﬁimﬂttes there’ ma,y “be in ‘eonvin~ -
cing Government that the scheme that is now puﬁ forward i8 “ra.ctlca.ble, I do_;"‘:'
not think that there is any (hﬂiculty in bringing home to them the ‘necessity of .
reconstituting these Councils on a popular and a representative basis. Iram
afraid I have taken more of your time than I properly ought, especially as. my -

good friend Mr. Dada.bhaa Naorop whom I feel no doubt you are all. impatient

to hear, is to follow me.” I will not; therefore take any more of your sime. and I
do not believe that, before I sit down, it is mecessary that 1. should formd,lly :
commend the proposition moved by Mr. Telang for your accept&nce, as I do not '

think there can possibly be two opinions on the sx bject

The Hon’ble Dadabhai Naorji (Bombay) :— I am gla,d my frlends the -

Hon’ble Mr, Telang and theHon'ble Mr. 8. Iyer have relieved me of muchtrouble,

» ag they have antlcxpa.ted a deal of what T had to say, Whlch I need. not . repeat‘
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kS We ask fo: representa.tlon in the Lemslatwe Councils of India, It is
" not for 218 to teach the English people how necessary representation is for good
_government. We have learnt the lesson from them, and knowing from them how
- great a blessing it is to those nations who enjoy it, and how utterly unEnglish it is
for the Enghsh nation to withhold it ftom us, we can, with confidence and trust,
* ask them to giveus this. I do not want to complain of the past. It is past and gone-
- 1t cannot be said now that the time is not come to give us representation. Thanks
_tosout rulers. themselves, we have now sufficiently advanced to knowthe value of
representatmn and to understand the necessuty that representa,tlon muet go with
&taxa.tlon that the taxed must have & voice in the taxation thatisimposed onthem.
Weare British subjects, and I say we can demand what we are entitled to and ex»
pec’ﬁ a,t British hands. as. ‘their greatest and most noble institution and heri-
tage. It is ouf mherlta.nce also and we should not be kept out of it. . Why, if
_we are t0 be demed Britain's  best mshitﬁtions, what good is it to India to be
“under the British sway ? It “will ‘be simply another Asiatic despotistn. What
_inake s proud to be British sub ects, what attaches us to this foreign rule with
deeper loyalty than even our own past Nativerule, is the fact that Britain is the
“parent of free and represmtatwe Grovernment, and, that we, as her subjects and
uhlldren, ars entitled to.inherib the great blessing of freedom and representation.
We claim the mherlta,nce. If not, we are not the British subjects whizh the Pro-
clamation proclaams us to be-—equa,l in rights and privileges with the rest of her
Majesty’s sub]ects. ‘We are only British drudges or slaves. Leb us persevere.
Britain-would never be a-slave and could not, in her very nature and  instinct,
‘make & sla.ve  Her grea.tesb glory is freedom and representablon, atd, as hersub-
]ecfs we sha,ll ha.ve these blessed gifts,

Lommg to’ the inmediate ‘and pra.ct:cal part of our demand I may say
tha.t it wzll be to Government itself & great advantage and relief—advantage,
masmuch a8 it will -have the he]p of those who know the true wants of the Natives,
and in whom-the Na.tlves have confidence, and relief so far that the responmblhty
of leglqla,tlon will not be upon the head of Government only, butupon that of the
representa.tlveq of the peovle also. And the people will have to blame themselves
if they fail to send the right sort of men to represent themselves. I think Govern-

ment has now reason rather to thank than repel us for dema.ndmo this boon
“whieh, if granted, .will, on the. one hand . make government easier and more
eﬁ'ectwe, a,nd on the other, a.ttach the people to Bntxsh rule more deeply than
before

Our ﬁrst reform should be to have the power to tax ourselves With
tha.ﬁ a.nd another reform for which I shall move hereafter, India will advance in
‘matberial and moral prosperity, and bless and benefit ‘England. The proposal about
_the xight of interpellation is very important,~—as important and useful to Govern-
“ment itself as to the people. The very fact, that quest.lons will be put in the Coun-
oil, _wxll preventin a measure that evil which at present is beyond Gcevernment’s
'rea."ch toredress. (Government willbe relieved oftheodium and inconvience which it
ab present suffers from misunderstanding and want of opportunities of ngmg expla-
nation. The British Parliament and public, and the British Government in 4]
1bs departments, benefit largely by this power of putblng questions in Parliament
and the same will be.the result bere. There will be, in the circumstances of
Indxa., one essential difference between the British Parliament and the Indian

Leglsla.twe Councils, In Parliament, the Government, if defeated, resigns, and
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the Opgosition comes mto power. T'hat cannot bedone in' India. - Whether = de-
feated or not, Government will remain in power. Moreover, the Secretary  of
State for India will have the - power . to veto, and no harm ' can- «happen. If the
" Goveérnment, either Provincial or Supreme, disregard the vote against it,and if the
Secretary of State support the disregarding Governm ent, there will  be, asa. last
remedy, the standing Committee of Parliament as the ultimate eappellate body. to
decide on the point of disagreement ; and thus Parlisment will . truly, and Dot

merely nominally gs at present, Become the ﬁnal controlhng aubhorlby

We are British subjects, and sub_]ects ot the same gracious aoverelcrn
who has pledged her royal word that we are to her as all her other subjects, and )
we have a right to all British institutions, { If we are true to ourselves, and. per-
geveringly ask what we desite, the - British geople -are the veryjpeople on’ earth
who will give what is right and just. = From what has already beeu done in the’
past we have ample reason to indulge in this belief. - Let us for the future equally
rely on that character and instinct of the Brlismh Tlmy ha.ve taught us our Wa,nts

and they will supply them. |

Mr. Venkat ‘subarayadu in supportmg the Besolutlon poznted out that.
the Indian Councll’s Act was now nea.rly twenty ﬁve years old and; tha,t lt was
time 1t should be a.mended - L L | ‘, e ‘ | .

- ;J -‘r\“

.l‘ “ ,,.,-_.

~ Mr. Dayaram Jethmal said —Tha.t there W&S no representatlon of the;
country in these Councils in the proper. sense of ,the Word Although the Councﬂs,
contained some official members who could boast of past acquaintance with certa.m:
provmcesm the course of their official duties, these gentlemen were in no sense
representatives of those provinces. To spea.k of them as representatives would be
as correct as to speak of Mr. Maclean as a representative of the Presldency of
Bombay in the Brltlsh Parliament. He urged the meetmg t6 consider whether the
views and wishes of the people could be reprecented in any sense by the - official
members. There were several measures vitally a.ffectlng the' inhabitants of vast
tracts of country as to the passage of which through the Counoils those . inhabi-”
tants knew- absolutely nothing. And yet the speaker and every one could say’
that 1n respect of such measures the proceedings of the Councils showed that the
people affected by them-had made no objections, though the several Bills had been
duly published. As a matter of fict sufficient pubhclty wis never given to fhe
Bills and procecdings of the Leglsla,twe Councils.: The chref defeot™ layin the.
fact that these proceedings and Bills were ' not pubhshed in” the: languages or
" cbaracters or in papers which the people understood or read,: ~and’: . Weres=not:
accessible to all. Take the instance of the: Sind Encumbered . Esta;bes Act and”
- the Sind Village Cess Act which had not come to the knowledge of the’ people of
Sind until after they actually became law.” The few who heard or read about
the former were those who were least affected by them. These Acts had not the .
approval of the people and were being contmua.lly complained of in Sind, anga.
yet in thc Council i seemed to have been- assumed that the people wanted them. |
because, though duly published, no . obJectlous to them had been- received
by Government! Would this happen if the  provinces . were represented '
in the Councils? If nothing else * the representatlves would “at Ieast
inform their constituents of the introduction of measures into the Councils . eve
if they were unable to successfully oppose their passmg or brmg about thexr
passing in the form acceptable to the people. -

- .
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s Mr. X. L. Nulkar (Poone) said that this was the first constructive Reso-
lutwn, so to speak, that the Congress would be adopting, He therefore desired

to know what it was proposed to do in regard to this class of Resolutions after the
. Congress had passed them. He also thought that the Resolution might go fur-
ther and ask for the right of election to the Secretary of State’s Councll

- In’ reply to Mr. Nulkar’s question the President stated that it was intend-
el to bnng up before the Congress a formal resolution in regard to the point rais-
de, a.nd that the matter could then be most properly discussed.

- - Mri- Murhdher (Punjaub) said that previous speakere had spoken
of the exmtmg Legmlatwe Councils as * shams,” but in the N. W.
- Provinces ‘and .the Punjaub, even these ‘¢ shams” had no existence -
'There, it is supposed, that officials, not mixing yith the people, knowing little
“of their wants and wishés; were nevertheless representatives of the people. This
will not do.;© We miust have real direct representation and then we shall be able
to mlmmlse the mﬂuenoe of the men Who are not true representatlves of the
people b ' o :

SR The Hon'b]e M G Ra.na,de rema,rked tha.t the Congress ought to put
forward a scheme oomplete in itself. The provision in the proposed Resolution
about differences of opinion  was not enough, The Secretary of State alone
would - be almost . powerless before  the War  Department and the Treasury

- Department of the United Kingdom, and ~ it'was, therefore, . necessary to have
‘something instead of his Council; if that Council was to be abolished. He had
“hoped that such a substitute would be .proposed in this Resolution, but be did
_not see any such substitute. He pointed to the repeal of the Cotton Dauties, of the
“Vernacular Press Act, the introduction of a Permanent Settlement of the Laud
' Revenue into the whole emplre, and the expenditure in the Military Department
as instances of matters in which it was necessary to strengthen the hands of the
Secyetary of State by a. Council well constituted, After referring to Fox’s and
- Pitt’s India Bills; Mr, Ranade suggested for consideration the point whether it
was not dpsirable to ask that the Council of the Secretary of btale should be
com posed pa.rtly of eleoted and pa.rtly of nommatedgmembers

S My, Hume pomted out that a substltute for the Indiab sCouncil as re-
ga.rds extravagant expenditure was prowded in the scheme proposed by the
Resolutwn——xn the powersof mtel pella.tlon and the financial power.

: “Mr. G Subrehmenya Iyer said that it would never do to trust t0 o
Counml for escaping from the settled policy. of the Ministry aud of Parliament.
‘The question of the permanent settlement wasja vital one in Madras. Sir Louis
Malet helpe& Madras there, buf it was the Counoll of the Secretary of Sta.te
whmh was obstructlve in that matter.

: DJV&D Bahadur R. Raghunath. Rao thought that a Councils Would be
unﬂeoessary ‘only if the Secretary of State was like the Colonial Secretary, but
‘not otherwise. . He thought the reference to a Paliamentary Committee would
expose Tndia to the rlek of government by English political narties.

Mr. P, M.’ Mehta. thought that no doubt there were evils in both
courses, but, on'a choice of evils, he thought a substitute for the India Council
unnecesgary. That Council is a continuously existing evil; the other would be.
only an ocoas:onal one- As to a Pa.rha.menta.ry Committee landing us in pa.rty
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pohtlcq he thought the pubhclty of the d:scusmons of the Commlttee wnuld be a.::
. very great advantage. . o . 5 :

7. ‘Mr. Norendranath Sen thought that 3’ Sta.ndmg Commlttee of the
House of Commons would be good, if we had representatives of our own' in‘"'the’
House, Asan alternative proposal there might be a emall Parliament in: Indla
with many {ndian members. Indian political bodies should be asked to ‘name
such members and also ha.ve a voice in the forma.tmn of the exlstmg Exeeutwe

w

Councils. .o L T T
Messrs. Sundara Rama&nd Ana.nda. Cha.rlu ha.vmg spoken in support of :
.the Resolution, Me.’ Da.da.bha.x Naoroji said 3. T e

, Before the Hon'ble Mr. Tela.ng rephes I ma,y a.sk to be a.llowed 10 say ar'
fer words. I may just explain ‘what an important ‘thing - this St&ndmg
Comimittee will .be. During * the .. East Indla . Company’s” tlme, Parha-_
ment was entirely independent of - Parha.ment was ‘then - “truly
an effective appellate body. ' It took up lndlan questlons qpﬂ;e freeTy s.nd }udged
fairly, without the circumstance of parties ever interfering ~ with its deliberations..
If there wasa compl.mnt against the - Company, Parliament was ' free” to sit in -
judgment on it. 'What is the position since the transfer of _the gOVexnment. to the
Crown ? The Secretary of State for India is the Parliament. Every questlon in
‘which he is concerned becomes a Cabinet question.: . His wajority is at his_back..
This majority bas no concern in. Indian matters furiher than to back Governmenb
i.e. the Secretary of State for Indm. C Al appeals, therefore, to Parliament a.gmmsﬁ
the Secretary of Stale become a mers farce,” . M. P.’s are utterly d:scoumged from:.
their inability to do a.nythmg And the Secre*a.ry of State becomea the true Great- ,
Mogul of Tndia—a despotic monarch. -His will is bhis Jaw. ' 'Nor can the people of
India influence him,as their voice 1s not represented in Parliament.Thus,that tribu-
nal can scarcely exercise’ any effectual check over: his despotlsm The ptesent_\
legislative machinery, from the Local Councils upwards,. is slmply a devxce to .
legalise despotism and give it the false mask of constitutionalism.:* The tax-
payers have no yoice in the imposition of the taxes they rayand Parliarent ‘has -
not the ability o prevent the levy of unfair or oppressiva taxation.: Tne ultlma,f,e )
controlling authority seems kelpless to- control’ ~anything ! Now| if 'we’ have {
. complete repreaentatwe legislation here, and if we have s Sta.udma C'Omlmttee ,
in Pailiament, we] shall have both the voice of the taxed on the oné side’ and '
effectual control of Parliament on the ‘other. Such a’ St.andmg Commlttee w:ll
naturally be independent of all parties, Its decision will be no defeat of.: G'rovem-
ment. 1t will be siwply a final decision on the ‘pomt of difference that ‘may have‘j
arisen between the representatives of the people  in’ India on the one band, and

the Government on the other, cn-any part]cula.r cuestlon Indm wﬂ] thus ha,ve an
effuctual parliamentary conirol. S :

Tt is said we should 1r0pcs=somethmg as a 8% bstltute for the preeent
ludia Office Council. | The resolution now before the Congress .makes this un-
necessary. The Couneil, when it was established, was considered to be protective
of Indian interests. It has not proved so. When it suits the - Secretay of State.
he screens himself behind that Council. When it does not suit him, he flings the
Council aside. We have no meons of Inowing what good at all is - done Ly the
Council. Its irresponsibility and its secrecy are fatal objections to its continu-
ance. Suh a thingjin the government of an empire of 200 millions of people
and under the British is an utter and an inexplicable anachrorism. Moreover,
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_the majority of the Council consists of Anglo-Indians. These, sitting in
judgment on their own handiwork, naturally’ regard’it as perfect. Having left
India years ago they fail to realise the rapid changes that are taking place here
-in our circumstances, lose touch with ' us and offer resistance to all Progress.
" Times are now changed. The natives, I may say, have come of age, They can
represent; directly : their ‘wishes and views to the Government ‘here, and to the
Secretary of State. They do not require the aid of this: Council at the Indis
< Office for their so-called repressntation or protection. o
A ._V,J;f.‘m'a-y‘ ‘here _remar_k,.tha;th the chief work of this the first National
Congress of India isto enunciate clearly and boldly our highest and ultimate
wishes. Whether we get them or not immediately, let our rulers know what our
. highest aspirations are. ;And if we are true-to ourselves, -the work of each dele.
‘gate presént. heré will be to make the part of India where he. happens-to live
.devote itself earnestly to carrying out the objects resolved npon 2t this Congress
" with all due deliberation. " If, then, we lay down clearly that we desire to have ~
' the actual government of India transferred from England to India under the simiple |
" gontrolling power of the Secretary of State and of Parliament, through its Stand- ‘
* pg Committee, and that we further desire that a]’l.taxation and legislation shall
bs imposed here by _repjresenta,tive Gouncils, we sa.y_whab we areaiming at. And
" that under such an arapgement no Conncil to -advise the Secretary of State is
" pecessary. Neither is a Council needed to attend to the appellate executive
- work. There is & permanent Under-Secretary - of State who will be able to keep
e continuity of knowledge and transact all current business. There are, besides, -
' Secretarios “at the head of the different departments as experts. I do not deny
- that at times the India Office Council has done good service.. But this was owing
to the personality ‘and sympathy of individual—men like Sir E. Perry. The
" constitution of the body as a body is objectionable and anomalous. When the
' whole power of imposing taxation: and legislation is transferred here, the work
- of the Secretary of State will be largely diminished. It will only be confined to
* general supervision of imporfant matters. Whatever comes before him for disposal
‘will be set forth by the Government from here fully and fairly in all its bearings.
" No Council will be needed to aid him in forming his judgment. Thus no substitute
i required for the India Office Council. It is enough for vs to formulate the
scheme, now submitted for your consideration, asone which India needs and desires,
viz., Tepresentative Legislative Councils in India; with full financial control and
“interpellatory powers.-And we shall not nieed to trouble much the anthorities in
England - Lo o
f,i' 3 = . The President here observed that as it was arranged that the members
should visit the Elephanta caves in the course of the afterncon he would postpone

 the Congress till 10 4. u. of the following day.
-7, The Con gress accor dingly adjourned.
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. 3ud Day, 30t December, 1385, -

The Hon’bls K. T.‘Tela.ng':—%l_fshould like ﬁé'say:a, few words in ?ep]y to -
 oriticisms that have been made ‘n this debate. I'am glad that those criticisms |
the orl 76 ‘made because it enables me to offer some explanations which will
have {ﬁeege even more necessary for outsiders than for those who have assernbled
proba "{‘he first, and most important, noint t6 deal with is thas the'. Resolution -
here.béf re the ',Congress does not provide, as it was expected to- provide, soma -
no¥ i (t):e for the Tndia. Council-—which 1" should prefér' to call by an apter title, |

Subsél :ncil of the Secretary of Stafe for India. -1- dm afraid, T muat take some
t?:meoto nayself for not .- having ‘made - this point’ cle.a._l" infrpy’-;pp_'eni‘ngr rémarks.
And as I did not-do- this then,' I must dwell on- the poxnt'- now somewhat
. mare fully than T had thought’ would be *necessary. - Well,. in my view, then,
I?lorlceﬁtre of the —'_pmcticaul' work ~ of Indian administra.t'ion'_ should - be ‘shifted -
gr:m London to India. ~ That, it seems to me,is a most nrge‘_niily wanted reform. -
Tt ought not to be necessary -in - matters of practical a.dmmlatratlon' to _a‘.ppe:?l_
agairst well-informed local officers on the spot, t¢ what has been not inappr opri-
ately designste d a conclave of « effete .Qﬁiqers ** hundreds of mqu' away. . Thm
being my view I am not prepared to accept ene of the suggestions ‘!;hrown. out
by our friend Mr. Norendranath, that we should work for ;epresgptatmp. of Uy -
country in Parliament, Ido not _"‘(.t.hi.nk -that. that z:éughii._f'to.-’ -' b_e-- the“ goal
towsrds which we should work. ‘What I prefer 1is tha_,t we shol;lﬁ have & : pro-.
perly and liberally framed - constitution, _f_a,ffm-‘dlr}g—. due _scopej'fo‘r'- local
knowledge and ocapacity, under a general supervision in matters-involving impor- :
tant general prinCipies vested in the greab authox:it’y whi_ch governs the whole em- :
pire,'na.mely, the Imperia.I_Parlia.m_en_t. - This ob;eeh' appears fo ma fo be. served -
by the constitution proposed in this resolution for representative ‘Cmme‘ils‘ in the -
‘country, supplemented by the Standing Committee of the House of Commona, -
"Buch bodies will also serve the purpose which some of the speakers in the debate.
have in view. - If we want, a8 we do want, the hands of the Secretary of State
“to be strengthened against the unfair demands of _th_@_ - English .dapa’rtmentu"' of
War, &c., it seems to me obvious that such strength will be better and more
effectively supplied by suzh Councils as are here proposed than by any ‘substitute
that we could devise for the present constitution of the India Council, ; On the
one hand,these Councils, being representative, and presumably well informed in
consequence of the councillors being themselves able personally to examine the
matter to be adjudicated on, will necessarily have great weight attached to their
opinions. And, on the other hand, there will be great diffizulties in carrying out
the only proposed modification in the constitution of the India Council, namely,
making it & partly representative body, In the first place, we shall not always be
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: ._a.ble to secure the gervices of oux' best -men for workmg tipon & Council sitting in
“Yondon. = In the second place, if we did seoure them, - they would be very far- re-
‘moved fram the field of actual administrative work, and also frem - that influence
“of public opinion to which they inust dlways be open if they are to give the ful.
lest satisfaction in the performance of their high trusts. Thirdly, an individual
member, or.even_ maore than ane individual member,-of such 8 Council sitting in
London, will be quite ‘unable fo make his influence felt - in a]l departments
of administration, - For, I behave, in the Indis Council there is Spec]a,lua.
tion of . functions and work in  the’ same ‘way a8 we know there is.in the
Executive Councils ig- the country,’ Therefore, my scheme is that the India
Council should go and leave not a wrack behind, while the useful portion of work
which, iti is supposed to dlscharge ought ta be performed by the proposed Councils
‘in Indla. "Howill thus be seen that- our scheme’ is not a merely destructive one.
-'We propose a subsmute, and what I venture to think will be a very good substi-
tute, for that.which we recommened for abolition.

Ty ~And havmg said this, let me now ask whether thls India Councll ag 1t
‘has exxsted—-——thls Council the abolitipn of which ‘we are asked to be so cautious
in recommendmg—--whether it has'done any real good during the period for which
it has already existed. In the- first place, most of its deliberations and acts are
'-done in secret concla.ve——-—m itself, a.ccordmg to my humble Judgment a strong
‘reason for condemnetlon in" such a.case.as this.. The result is that its work,

T whether for good or for evil, is not easy to survey and Judge. But portions of it;
neeebt;a.nly see the light from time to time, and we may form some sort of provi.

‘sional opinion from these materials. My friends, Mr. Chiplonkar and Mr.
,ﬂ Subra,hma.nya, Iyer ha.ve told us of one or two itews of this work. That re-
‘ferred to by the, latter may be exa.mmed in the pages of the Fa.mme Commission’s
Report, " And there ¢an be ng doubt that in several of these matters, the India
Council has fa.lrly eerned the ep1thet which has recently been bestowed upon it,
gnd which has, if T may g0 sa.y, " become almosb classical in Bombay—-—namely,
s abomma.bly obstructlve ».” But then some specific masters have been brought
{forwa,rd in favour of the Councll As regards the permanent settlement of the
Tond | revenue. Whaﬁever the Council may or may not have done, it has certainly
failed to give ‘that ta those Provinces which have been asking for it. Asto the
‘cotton uties, again, what influence has the India Council had on actual adminis-
trative measures ! 2 The duties have been abolished, in supposed obedience to g
resolution of the ‘House of Commdns which was contingent on the fulfilment of
'cond.ltlons that we all know Were not satisied—and the Council has been impo-
tent to prevent the .abolition, .. - As to the Verna.cular Press Act the Act was

assed and not vetoed by the Secretary of State. It was the law of the land until,

not the lndla Coungil, but Lord Blpon g Council repealed it. There were doubt-
Jess some most vigorons and excellent protests by the late Sir Erskine Perry and
other membets of the India Couucll, against that precious piece of legislation.

But then those protests in . actual fact went for nothing, and furthermore. you
cannot count upon the presence of more than one Sir Erskine Perry in the Coun-
¢il, or even one Sir Erskine Perry always and continuously. Lastly, as to war
expenditure, if the India Council has said anything aboyt it, it has certainly not
succeeded in doing anything at all, Therefore, upon the whole, I must say that
in my opinion the matters brought forward in fa.vour of the India Council show
nothing more then thxs 1f they show 80 much, that in tha.t Council you have now

4 —



d members who have fought our - battles vahantly and well as va.lm,nt-
fni:g :l:; ?villml will add'if you like—as probably any elected representa.tlve of
Surs would.have done.  But this does not really afford any argument - in” favour
zf the system, which is vicious in itself, end which in a.ctua.l Workmg has fmled to

1nﬂuenee the administration for good. -

There is one other objection, which I must now a.dvert to It is sa.ld
tha,f, to trust to a Parliamentary Committee in the Iast resort - as 18 here . pro-
posed is to throw Indian affairs into the pa.rty poht:es of Englend I

"beg to say, in reference to this objection, . that in the first plece I am not
very much afraid of the result, at all events,. in this . particular matter—
because the points which will be. sent up ‘before the . Perha.mentary Com-
mittee must be points relating to general principles of Government. . But 1 go
further, and I say that the intervention of Parliament in our affairs asked for’ by
the present Recolution will not throw us more into English party strife than we
are already under present circumstances.’ Pa.rlzament isnow our final tribunal,
and now governs all our affairs in the last resort. * Anda Standing Committee of
Parliament, such as we propose, is really and truly the same tnbunel We are-
ot asking for any very serious innovation in this respect.’

Upon all these grounds, Sir, I recommend the Conguess to pa.es the Re-
solution as it now stands. It seems to me to be not open to the objections ma.de ;
to be free from the particular defects and -imperfections pointed out ' bo
constitute really a step afd an important step in the direction of progress, while
af the same time it is by no means revelutmpery, a.nd 1melves no risk whatever,’

The President in summing up the debate. said that it was not neeessary
for the Congress to frame a complete scheme. He thought their function was to
state and record what improvements were in their opinion desirable, and having
done that to leave to the authorities the duty -of formulating a schema, The
argument in favour of the Council seemed to him weak. It might as well be argued
that the whole of the Indian system of administration should be preserved intact
because such gentlemen as Wordsworth, Hume and Wedderburn held office under-
that system. The Council of India was from the beginning a sham. Passing on-
to another point the President said, it was not at all unreasonable to look forward
to a time when in the Government of India there should be Ministries and cha.nges j
of Ministries as in the Colonies, . This is.not, of course, provided for’just now
but it is not inconsistent with what is asked for As regards the Supreme Council,
that, the President said, ought to be representa.tlve ‘of the whole country and of
every greab provmce in ib. Every member will thus be able to understand wh&t
is going onin all the provinces of the Empire and they will be able to compere
notes with great advantage to themselves and to the whole country

The Resolution was then put and carried unammously

" The President introduced Mr, N. G. Chandavarkar, one of the Indlan
Delegates to England, who had on the preceding day returned to Bombay.

The Congress thereupon passed by acclamation a vote of thanks to
Mr. Chandavarkar and the other Delegates for the va.lua.b]e services they render~
ed to the country duriug their stay in Eng]a.nd |

Mr. Chandavarkar in acknow]edgmg gra.tefully on behelf of hnnself
and his colleagues the vote of thanks paased . by the Congress said, that while in
England he had taken the opportunity of calling on Lord and Lady Ripon, a.nd
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expla,mmg what the Delega.tee had done. Lord Ripon said, “tell your countrymen
" not to despair. If the friends of your country have been defeated at the elections,
_they have not been defeated on any Indlan questxon. but on the Church and Irish
queetlon ,

The resolutxon was then put to the vote end carrled unanimously,

“The Hon’ble Dadabhai Neorop in movmg the 4th Resolution said.——
The Resolutmn which T am proposing does not in any way involve the question
" whether the distinction between the covenanted and uncovenanted services should
- be abolished or not:. That'is a separate question altogether, and in fact, if my
resolution is adopted that questmn. will become unnecessary or very subordinate,
‘The resolution: which I propose to you is of the utmost possible 1mportance
to Indla. ‘Tvis the most important key to our material and moral advance.
‘ment.” All our other pohtlca.l reforms - will benefit us’ but very little indeed if
_this reform - of  all reforms' is not made. Tt is the .question of poverty or
- prosperity: *_It is the questxon of life and death to India. Itis the question of
queshone. -Fortunately, it is not necessary for me on this occasion to go into all
~ its merits ‘as1 hope you aré all already well aware of my views and their reasons,
ot it would have been very difficult for me to lay before you all I should have ha,d
to say without speaking for hours. There is an additional good fortunse for me
" that what 1 want to propose was already proposed a quarter of a century ago by-
no less an euthonty than a Committes of the India Office itself, The report of
 this Committee gives the whole matter in a nutshell from the point of view of juss,
tlce, rlght expediency and honesb fulfilment of promises. Ang the reasons gwen
' by it for the covenanted civil service apply equally to all the other services in the
' 01v11 clepartment 1 do not refer to the military service in this resolution, as that
‘is & inatter requiring spec:a.l consideration and treatment. ‘To make my remarks
. 8 brief as poss1b1e a8 we are much pressed for time, L shall first at once read to
you ‘the extract from the report of the Committee consistin r of Sir J.P, Willough-
by, Mr.’ ‘Mangles, Mr. Arbuthnot Mr. Ma.cnaughten and Sir Erskine Parry The
: report dated 20t‘.h ) anua.ry 1860, says —

s 2. We are, in the first p]a.ce, unanimously of opinion that it is not only
lust but expedlent that the natives of India shall be employed in the administra.
* tion of Indis to as large an extent as possible, consistently with the maintenance
. of British supremacy, and. ha.ve con81dered whether any increased facilities can be
_ be given: in fhis dlreetlon

wi 8, Itis true thab even ab present, no posﬂnve disqualification exists.
By Act 3 and 4 Wra. 4 C. 85 5. 87, it is enacted © that no Native of the said
: territories, nor aoy natural born subject of His Majesty resident therein, shall, by
. reason only of his religion, place of birth, descent, colour or any of them, be dis-
abled from holding any place, office or employment under the said Company.” It

* js obvious therefore that when the competitive system was adopted it could not
have been intended to. exclude Natives of India from the Civil Service of India.

& . % 4. - Practically, however, they are excluded, The law declares them
: ellglble but the difficulties opposed to a Native leaving India, and residing in
England for a time, are so great, that, as a general rule it is almost impossible for
& Nalive successfully to compete at the periodical examina.tions beld in England.
- Were this mequahty removed we should no longer be exposed to the chaa ge of

keeplng promlee to.the ear a.nd breaking it to the hope.
: 110 ,
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« 5. Two modes have been suﬂ'g%ted bl’ which' the ob,]ect n'- view

hi-; be attained. The first is by allotting a certain portlon of the tetal number of |
i ts declared in each year to be competed for in India by Natives and by
a,ppomtn:enal born subjects of Her Majesty’s residents in India. The second is, to.
other 2> 1ﬁ‘sa\.neoublj? two examinatiors, one in England 2nd onein Indis; both be- .
hold sm:;ur o5 practicable, identical in their nature and those who compete in - both
ing, B2 aJbempg finally classified i in one list according fo merit by the Civil Service
cm-nhle'::onem The Committee have no hesitation in giving the preference to the
ii?ﬁlzcheme as being the fairest, a.nd the most in a.ccorda.nce wﬁ.h the prlncl-v

ples of a general competition for a common object.” . .~ . EaTeRnER

: Now according to strict right’ and justice the examxnatxon for servnces :
in India ought to- take place in India alone. - The people  of Australia, . Cana.da‘
apnd the Cape do not go- to Engla.nd for their services. Why ‘should Indians b,e.
cowmpelled to go to England to compete for the services, unless it be England’s )
despotic will. But I am content to propose the Tesolution accordxug to - the views -
of the Comumittee for simultaneous examinations, . ‘both in Engla.nd and Indla.'
and the reasons that apply to the Civil Service apply equally  well to the other_-
gervices in the le Depa.rtment vig., Engmaenng, Medlcal Telegraph Forest :

.;.a..—.‘

§0 ON. ’
wnd I may here remmd you that in addmon to the Act of 1883 referred to by',.
the Committes we have the solenn promises contamed in the Proclamation of‘_
our gracious Sovereign. The fact is told to us in unmlsta.ka.ble language -~“We
hold: ourselves bound to the Natives of onr Indian" terrltorles by the same obhga.- :
tions of daty which bind us to all our other subjects, - and *hose obligations;” by
the blessing of Almlghty God, we shall faathfully and consmentmus}y fulﬁl n
And then they declared her gracious promise sgecifically on this very partof the

corvices :—* And it is our further will that, so far as may be, our subjects, of
whatever race or creed, be freely and impartially admitted to offices in our service, -
the duties of which they may be qualified, by their educatlon, ability and integrity,
duly to dischargze,” This gracious proclamation and the promises contalned nhere-_
in wero made known in 1858. And the India Office Committee shawed, in 186y, in,
what way thesa promises could be fulfilled, so as to relieve the Enghsh nation from
« the charge of keeping promise to the ear and breaking it to the hope.” With the”
Act of Parliament of 1833, the solemn promises  of 1858, of our. Soverezgn before
God and man, and the declaration by the Tndia Office of the mode of fulﬁllmg;
those promises in 1860, it .is hardly _necessary for me to say more. Quir - ‘case for}f
the resolution proposed bv me is complete: 4sa ma.tter of justice, seolemn prowmi-*
ses and even expediency I would have ended my speech here, but my object in
proposing this resolution rests upon a far higher and a most important considera--
tion. The question of the extreme poverty of India is now no more & controver-
sial point. Viceroys and Finance Ministers have admitted it. The last official
deela,ra.tmn by Sir K. Baring is complete and unequivocal. In his budget speech‘*
of 18tk March 1882 he said :—* It has been calculated that the ‘average income |
pet head of population in India ie not more than Rs.'27 a year ; and though I
am not prepared to pledge myself to the absolute accuracy ‘of & calculation of this -
sort, it is sufficiently accurate to justify the conclusion that the taxpa,ymg ‘com-
munity is exceedingly poor. To derive any. very large increase of revenue from'_“
80 poor a population as this is obvmusly impossible, and, if it were possible, would -
be unjustifiable.” Again, in the dlscussmn on the budget a.fter repeatlng the;
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| above sha.tement rega.rdmg the income of. Rs 27 er head r an —
"% Buf he thought it wds quite sufﬁclent to show Ehe extreriz povlel::;’olfl:ljzl:uass
of the peoule - In England the averaga income per head of population was £33
per héad ; in France it was £23 {in. Turkey, which was the- _poorest country in
Europe, it was £4 per head. - He would ask Honorable members to_ think gh&t
Rs. 27 per annum was to support & person and then he would ask whether a few
annas was nothing to such poor people.” . With this emphatic and clear opinion )
‘before you, I need not: 58" I0OFe. The questxon is what is the cause of this
‘poverty ?: I have shown in iny papers on the poverty of India, andin my cor-
'_reepondence -with . the Secretary of State for India, that the sole cause of this
-extreme poverty and wretchedness of the mass of the people 1is the inordinate
.employment of foreign agency in the government of the country and the conse-
.quent material, loss to'and drain from the country I request those who have not
‘already seen these papers to read them, for it is utterly impossible for me to go
‘through the whole a.rgument here. - Tt w1ll be, therefore, now clear toyou that
the eraployment of Native agency is not merely a matter of justice and expedi-
;_'ency, according to the views of the India Office Commlttee. but.a most absolute
“necessity for the poor, suffering, and straving millions of India. Itisa question
of life and death to the country, The present English rule is no doubt the great~
-esb bleeemg India- has ever had, but this one ewl of it nullifies completely all the
'good it has achieved.” Remove but this qne evil, and India will be blessed in
‘every way and will be & blessing to England alsoin every way. The commerce
between Englend and India will” mereese so thet’ England will then be able to
‘benefit . hereelf fen times- more -by Ihdia’s - prosperity than what she
_;does now. - ‘I'here Wlll be’ none of the constant struggle that is at present
to be. W;bnessed behween the ralers and the ruled—the one screwing out more
‘and more ta,xes, hke squeezmg a squeezed ora.tige-—mﬁlctmg suﬁfenng and distress,
___a.nd the other alw&ys erying. “itself hoaise about its inability to provide thenmr
owing to extreme poverty 'By the ‘removal of the evil—India will be able ‘not
.merely to suprly a revenue £70,000, 000, but £170,000,000, with ease and com-
fort. }bnbia.nd takes over 50 shillings a heaﬁ for her revenue, why may not India
;under the same rule be able to take even 20 a "head ? Indians would easily pay
-£300,000,00, 1 should stop now. I hope yjou will see that this resolution is of
‘the grentest posslble importance to 1ndia and I implore every one of you presenf
here to- da,y to strain every nerve and work pereevermgly in your respective loca-
lities to attain this obJect Wlth regard to the second part of the resolution,
‘the- uqcevena.nted services, the- same _teagoning - and necessity  apply.
A feir “rystemi-of £ competition, . testmg ‘all - necessary qualifications—
; menta.l moral and physxeal—-— will be the most suitable mode of supplying the ser-
*'vmee w1th the best and most eligible servants and relieve Government of all the
-pressure of ‘back door and pnva.te mﬂuences, and Jobbery
.+, 7.~ The sub]eet of the age of candidates for the Civil Service examination
needs no lengthened remarks from me. It has been only lately threshed out, and
it has been established beyond all doubt that the higher age will give a superior
class of men, whether Englich or ‘native. I conclude, therefore, with the earnest
exhortation that you will all apply youreelvea v1gorouely to free poor Indla. from
| the great evil of the drain on her resources. |
s If the British Wlll once understand our true condlt;pn. their conscien-
tious desire to rule India for India’s and humanity’s good, will never allow the evil
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to continue any longer, Lastly, I hope and trust that our rulers “will receive ‘our
representations in their proper spirit, “We sincerely ' believe ‘that the good
we propose for ourselves is also a good. for them. Whatever good: they. will
do to us cannot but in the very nature of things be good to them also. The better
we are in material and moral prosperity the more grateful, attached and loyal we
shall be ; the worse we are the less our gratitude and loyalty shall raturally be.
The more prosperous we are, the larger shall be their custom, the worse we are
the condition will be the reverse.: The question of our prosperity is as much. the
question ‘of the prosperity of England and - her working man. . Enpgland’s trade
would be enriched by £250,1 00,000, if with our prosperity each unit of the Indian
population is ever able to buy from England goods worth only £1 per annum.
_  What is wanted is the fructification in our own pocket of - our annual
produce. I repeat that it is my hope and trust that our rulers may receive our
.-prayers in their right spirit and do us all the good in their power, for it . will re-
dound to their good name, honour and everlasting glory. Let us have the Royal
. Proclamation fulfilled in its true spirit and integrity, and:both England . and
India will be benefitted and blessed. -~~~ . . 7. 0 o T T

With these observations I beg to propose the Fourth Resolution:— .

“That in the opinion of the Congress the competitive examinations now

held in England, for first appointments jn various Civil departments of the public

“service, should henceforth, in. accordance with the viewsof the India Office
Committee of 1860, ‘ba held simultaneously, one in Evgland and one mn India, both

being as far as practicable identical in their nature, and those wha compete in both

countries being finally classified in one list according to merit,’ and tha$ the suc-

cessful candidates in India should be sent to England for further study and subject-.

ed theré to snch further examinaticns as may seem needful. Further, that all other

first appointments (excluding peonships and the like) should:be filled by competi-

“tive examinations held in India, under conditions calculated to secure ‘such in-
tellectual, moral, and physical qualifications as may be decided by Government

to be necessary. [astly, that the maximum age of candidates for entrance into

the Covenanted Civil Service be raised to not less tham 23 B

- M. Vira Raghﬁvacharia.r (Madras) seconded the r‘esolutibﬁ"‘in thefoliovw
ing speech * : e e e T e

RO

- .Mr, President and géntleméﬁ;:-ﬁ-% T I

In rising to second the proposition so well explained by our ‘veteran
statesman, Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, I have to make a fewobservations. 1ndividually \
gentlemen, my opinion about this question is, that the distinction between® the
Covenanted Civil Bervice and Uncovenanted Civil Service must be done. 'éivs}ajr'i
with, and Native gentlemen, of approved ability and integrity, found . in the Un-
covenanted department, should be drawn into the ranks of the - former., . My rea.
sons for the abolition of that service are numerous.  Firstly, such a coveted ‘ger.
vice i8 no longer required. .Education has made considerable progress in" this
country and the charactor of educated Natives for integrity and honesty - of "pu'i-;
pose is established beyond all doubt. ~Secondly, you must all admit that the
members of thaf service are over-paid and over-rated. The scale of thejr pay was
fixed at & time when the patronage as regards those ‘appointments was in" the
hands of the Directors' of the East India Company and those gentlemen hud 1o
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P prowde for their suns, cousms, and dependents It was also the general impres-
~sion, of men in Engla,nd. then, that India was the land of pagodas and mohurs.’
“Circumstances have cha.nged now and we see no reason why we should continue
to get men for. thab service £rom England ab such anjenormous cost. Now,
again, let us see whether. they are not overrated, The work that they do is not of
a3 high order ; most cf it is trivial, and even this they perform negligently and
Vmeiﬁclently The Collectors are, in fact, respectable Head Clerks and the Assis.
tants are in training for that respectable pesition. Is it right, I ask, gentlemen
- that Collechors should be paid 2,500 Rupees a month for-uprooting prickly pear
. and for karkunlike criticism of subordinate Magistrates’ returns ? Again, I ask
, gentlemen, i it fair that Assistants should get about Rs. 1,000 for going about
-the country in tents 2°  You ‘%know, gentlemen, that that service, tomaintain
“which the, life-biood of the naticn'is sucked, has degenerated. Many Anglo-
Indians ha.ve a.duntted this fact. Who will venture to gainsay my statement
that’ the ‘Civil Service - has. degenerated when we see that the service
_which has prodiced a- Hume, a Wedderburn, snd s Cotton, now holds
a.mong its. ranks Maclea.ns, La.ldma,ns, and Atkinsons and - M achiavockes p
Gentlemen, the fact is that we are now  getting men of inferior order
“from -. Enoland The men we get are mere boys distinguished for their
“mental - Yawness and 1mma.tunty of character. They are generally minute-
-y mstruc‘bed mther than highly educated. The nobility of England does uot -
-eare ‘4o take officé in India. Bat, gentslemen Mr. Dadabhai has said thai that
sewme should be retained at-least for some time to come and we must all yield to
- his wiser connsels. _The proposltmn moved by my honourable friend, is so modest
and rea.sona.ble, that T am sure it will command the attention of the British pub-
fhc -By dama.ndmg these reforms, gentlemen we must all bear in- wmind that we
v are cla,mourmg for no speciul indulgence.” We condemn the existing rules that
are 50 framed as to secure all a.dvantages to English competitors and-to throw
" considerable 1mped1ments and difficulties in the way of competitors from India.
~'While professing to treat all 'c.ompehltors with impartiality, the rules are so
" framed as o practically shut out the children of the soil from competition. We
sa,y, let these. mequa.htles be removed, let Natives and Enghshmen be allowed ta
" gompete on equal terms. If it be remembered that our youths joinan English school
_and begiri the English a.lphabet when they are eight or nine years old, that on an
“average' they spend about six years in acquiring the English language, that it is
“about their fifteenth year that they begin to construe English books for themsel-
: ves snd that it is after that that they can devote their time to the study of Eng-
:j_fhsh literature, history, science, philosophy, will it be considered unreasonable,
.‘gent}emen, if we demand that our youths should be permitted to compete for the
;‘3iexa,1mna.t10n upho the age of 23 ? 1f, again, it be remembered, that under existing
“rules our youths are compelled to quit these shores at a very early age to go to
fﬂnanela.nd and put themselves under tuition of somebody for a year or two, will 1%
' be considered unreasonable if we demand that the examinations should be held in
“some Indian centres, simultaneously with the examinatioss in London? Again,
'gentlemen, as for numerous other appointments in the Salt, Forest, and other
- departments, supposed to be reserved exclusively for the Natives of this country,
X need not tell you that the relations of influential members of the Civil Service
“are put in. I hold in my band a list of such a.ppmntments in the Presidency of
f. Madra.s, and you Wﬂl see from it that only three Nat 1ves hold employments in
A




the Settlement Department. The truth of the whole matter is that at the cost of
Indian money English youths are fed, clothed, and patted, to the detrimsnt of t‘he _.
interests of the Natives. These facts have been repeated!y brough_; 1;0. the notice

of the Secretary of State and Parliament by several phlla,nthroplstsjm _Engla_m:i '
and Indis, and now the voice of the nation loudly Qemal.lds & reform. Tt remains
to be seen how long the authorities will choose to walk in the old way. Though -
our demands may be put off for a short time, they cannotbe indefinitely post.
poned. The progress of education throughout the different provinces of the In- .-
dian Empire is so greaf, and the facilities for intercommunication so various, tha.i_z .
* we, who were hitherto strangers to each other as the_.Sik_hs, the M'a.hratta,sl the -
Bengalees and the Madrasees, consider ourselves ag one people mth_ the same
orievances and with the same aspirations.. "We now begin fo percieve that not- .

twsz‘r.-'i‘ohsta,l:'néldnfe; the existence of differences in our mother tongue, social haibihs,j and
wnanners, we possess the true elements of a nationality about uvs, we possess the -
talent for organization, and we possess too many things in common fo permit - of *
our living apart for ever as strangers. Is it not - time for us . now to sink.

our minor differences and concentrate our forces for the attainment of -
orand national objects? With these observations, I heartily - second the
;roposition so ably moved by our illustriqus countryman Mr, Dadabhai Nacrojt. -

Mr. D. 8. White (Madras) :—I do not rise to oppose the Hon. Mr.
Dadabhai Naoroji’s Resolution, nor to propoée an amendment. I desire merely to
submit some observations which I think the members of this- Congress should -
hear and take intc serious consideration. The proposition contemplates an appli-
cation for raising the competitive age in England of candidates for the Civil Ser- -
vice, and for holding examinations simultaneously in India. On both points I
differ. 1 do not think the remedy is in raising age but in procuring the gradual
abolition of the Civil Service. What we need I think is that the future importai_l
tion of boys should be put a sbop to. The real education of these boys takes place -
in India and the State is put to emormous expense in’connection therewith, -

"while there is no need for the expenditure. The State now has at’ hand = indige-
nous talent, educated at ite own expense, either locally or in lingland,
and should take advantage of if, and.if it requires special talent  from
England it may import it just as men ready . made are imported for™
the Educational Department. For the Judicial Service, . the Bar in India offers
itself, and why boy Civilians should be paid for years to learn to become * Judges
is a matter not easily understood. I do not think that any one in. ndia would -
grudge paying for anything which would add to the stock of knowledge in it, and
therefore it seems to me that the competitive system should be abotished and thast -
men of eminence and skill alone, in any. profession, should be brought “out on
limited covenants. On the same or rather stronger grounds I do not approve of -
holding examinations in India. All that we will get will be boys again -
boys to be trained at the expense of the State, boys whose views of
lits will be limited to Tndian experience. = Either from England or India,
we want men of experience amd established reputation, and it is by such
mec that the New India will be moulded to higher and better things. I must
not be understood as desiring that existing appointments should be interfered
with, but only as enunciating the view that the present system should gradually .
die out and give place to a better one. I do not approve of the Resolution
for another reason. I have always maintained that the present law and the orders
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of the Secretary of Staie give us as much as we want; and I think it will be more
profitable if we try to secure what is ours instead of raising fresh issues, the deter-
mination of which none of us perhaps will live to see. The age’and loca:l examina-
tion. questions involve _fresy.legislation and the extinction of that which exists.
.thle therefore we are waiting for the fresh legislation we shall lose what we have.
Fifteen years have elapsed and the Statute of 33 Victoria Chapter IIIis still be-
ing violated ; that is fifteen years have not proved sufficient for the mere carrying
out of a well-detined piece of legislation,. What will be the tie needed for freslt;
legislation and for securing honest compliance with it ? In the recent Blue Book
~ Lord Kimberley, on the very points I am referring to, says that the Sta.t.utory’
- Civil Service was expressly designed to remedy any disadvantages arising out of
. the age rps_trictiop in England and that before Parliament is again resorted to
- the remedy Va.lrea.dy prescribed should be thoroughly exhausted. 1t is our prima.r;
" duty therefore tc press for the enforcement of the boons ralready granted to us.
- The Statute 33 Victoria Chapter III has never had a- chance, and it cannot be
~condemned as bad law when it has never been tried. I will go very lightly over
‘the gronnd to show how disappointment after disappointment was caused to the
" Natives of India. The Act distinctly said that. Natives of India of proved merit
and ability were to be selected as Statutory Civilians. This was an admirable
‘measure and a wiser one could not possibly have been provided. 1f carried
out it would have rewarded the best men, secured them for the higher
- administration of “the country, “and acted as the most powerful lever
- for - training subordinates into officials of the ‘highest character. But
. respect “for vested interests .and prejudices prevailed. The word « proved ” .
“ was thrust oubt for-*approved” in the rules framed, and any one
4 approved, though not of proved ‘merit and ability, was appointed. The
nominations of approved persons turned out most unfortunate as they were bound
to do, and on a protest to the Secretary of State, an examination of candidates
‘wag ordered. Ab last however, the Act bas some chance of being carried out
~ honestly, for a person of proved merit aud ability has been appointed in Madras.
~ But even in this casethe Statutory Civilian has been compelled to go into one of
* the lowest " grades, the object apparently being that no Statutory Civi-
lian _should bhave influence or power for the space of 15 or 20 years.
- If the Hon’ble gentleman’s proposition is carried I wish it to be understood
~‘that I do not object to it. I have merely taken the opportunity of expressing my
"views which have been arrived at after a very long and careful consideration,
..+~ = {During the progress of this Conference the necessity for union among
* all Natives of India for the purpose of securing their common rights and privi-
leges has been much pressed on our attention. My own belief is that withont
such union we will never accomplish what weé desire. I am willing to do my best,
. buf I trust this Congress will help me by giving some assurance that it is serious in
~ desiring unity. ~ I have just come from a Conference of the Eurasian and Anglo-
Indian Associations held at Jubbulpore. 1t was decided by the Delegates that a
“memorial be sent to the Viceroy, praying that oy the next occasion a Furasian or
‘Anglo-Indian Native of India be appointed to the Statutory Civil Service. I
- ghall be delighted to know that this Conference is prepared to ask the bodies it
- is associated with to support such a memorial. (Loud Appla,use').; ,
_ Mr. Girijabhusan Mookerjee (Bengal) in rising to support the Resolu-
tion said :—Itiwas unnecessary that he should speak at any length, even if he .
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were permitted to do so, upon & subject whio_l.x bad engaged the &,t"te__.mil?{l of.the
country for some years and with regard to which .the_ countyry _jh&_d.pl.t:%_,tty £10 pha,t,;.
cally expressed its opinion. They were asked simply to. record ‘th? ;gpaninous,,
opinion of the country on the subject. . The gqvemmer}t of t}?e.cogn ry was G;;rag-‘
tically in the hands of the Civil Service and the exclusion pf_ the.., N:alj.wes_,-r 1rom_;\._
that Service meant thair practical exclusion from the a.dmm;strafn_on__ of their own. .
country. Thep, again, from a long . employment - of the mo.nol?olvy of :
power, privilege and prestige, these Civilian 'rulars-l‘narg _hadrbecolge;; if his _BOI?-., :
bay friends would permit him to borrow an expression from them, .+ abominably-
obstructive”, in the way of national progress.. That being 80, if --.they. cqu_]@ 8-
cure for their countrymen additional facilities to - enter .t.he 2 se;vxce_,tlfley Fvould_“-;
not only succeed in obtaining a larger and fairer share in the - a,.d_mmlstra.tmni__pf
their own country, but would also sucoeed in materially - ye__a.kemng the force of -
that obstructive opposition which was so heavily felt now_.ra,,.;-_T_h}ey_WouI.d not on%y. .;_:
do this, they would do somethiog else, -They _wou]d: _.su_ccee_d. mn rerpov_ln‘g a_,_.gtz.x.lp.-;
from the honour of England.” For although the principle, thats :the_‘:. _Na,tlyeg like :
the Europeans were eligibla to all posts without distinction of race, greed or c_ol_our{ .
bhad been affirmed in successive Acts of Parliament since 1833, although this prin- .
ciple hud been reiterated in the Royal Proclamation, although for half & century -
the Crown as well as the people of England had been pledged “ to this  just and *
liberal policy, the position of their countrymen: with regard to the- :Giyil- Service -
had not materially altered.  The rule of holding examinations in England, . the -
reducticn of marks assigned to oriental classics and the red uction of the maxim um .
age for competition had practically put competition -out. ot” theif;;r@&(lh:}—'f: Lord -
Monteagle, in the debates in the House of Lords in 1858, when the renewal of
the Charter was under the consideration of Lord ‘Aberdeen’s Goveinment,” truly -
observed, that “if the only door of admission te the Civil-Service -of ‘1ndia«ig -
& competitive examination carried on in London, what chance or what possibility
is there of Natives of India acquiring that fair share in'‘the administration” of -
their own country which their education and abilities would enable them to “fnlfil,
and therefore entitle them to possess. *’ They all know how+ thé'i,-:i.ober@ﬁéh’s__-ﬁof
Lord Monteagle had been verified by subsequent experience.- It was ”uhnecéss‘arjr
that he should dilate upon . these almost insurmountable’ di Feulties,.

: etttk for "
they all felt therr. But he regretted with his countrymen that these diffic

had been created with the deliberate object of keeping thein out of the Civi -

Service. This was no doubt a serious charge against at enlightened Governmeny'
and an enlightened people and he would be the last "‘per'spn,_to bring ‘this " ehg}gefgf_
he were not armed with unimpeachable evidence fo suppors i, T - convict ap. .
accused person what better evidence eould the jury expect than the conilession of «
the culprit himself. Here they had the. confession of Government by -tha»"mouth"f' ?
of its executive head, one who was certainly notover friendly towards the Ngﬁjves -
of this country. Need he mention the name—TLord Lytton. The speaker ~thep
read the follewing extracts from a confidential minute of Liord Lytton’s - n
- “The Act of Parliament is so undefined and indefinite obligationg : On B

the part of the Government of India towards its Native subjects are 56 obviouslv. |
dangemus that no sooner was the Aot pa.s_s.ed" than the.Government began tjo?'- -
devise means for practically evading the fulfilment of it. -Under the terms of the -
Act,_ which are studied and laid to hearf by that incressing class of edﬁcé,te:d 3
. Natives whose development the Government; encourages, withont being - able to -
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~ satisfy the aspirations of its existing members, eyery such Native. ; . _
ed tq GoYemm_ent employment in posts previ;uslyyreserved tgeiﬁiogf,i adm;n-
S_erwce, is entitled to expect and claim appointment in the fair course Ofenan wd
tion to the highest posts in that service. -We all know that these claims ai?moa
- pectations never can, or will, be falfilled. We have bad to choose Letween ?‘
biting them and cheating them; and we have chosen the least strai htfogr? ld
course, The application to Natives of the competitive examinationgs st e
- conducted in ~England, 'and the recent reduction in the age ajt,; e’fﬂ.as
~candidates ‘can ' compete, are all so many deliberate and tirans ret
. subterfuges “for stultifying the Act, and reducing it to a dead El)a:f n.t
:- Since T am ‘writing confidentially, T do not hesitate to say that both the Goe o
- ments of England and of India appear to me, up to the present moment, uvglljll-
‘- to answer satisfactorily the charge of having taken every means In their ? . Ila.' e
- breaking to the heart the words of promise they had uttered to the ear " power of

#=-" - The \_ﬁpéa,k_e_r--~ then” went" on and said o language coul siner
" stronger than this. 'Would the English- people allow iucffx ugly (il]l):rgl‘::-]: u;zl 1?;
- brought against them, simply because the Civilian bureaucracy here as well as at
. the India Office had taken upon themselves to question the wisdom of the Imperial
- Legislature, and to think that the stability and maintenance of the
- -British.. rule” required - the ~exclusion - of " the Natives from the higher
J_:admi;n'istmt‘iveff posts. He would not waste time in exposing - the unsound-
~ - ness of these views.". They had yet {o learn that a generons and liberal policy of
“trust and confidence in a subject race .ever endangered the maintenance of a
- foreign rule. The teachings of history had always pointed to a different conclu-
/. sion.. The events which fook place in the different parts of this vast empire, on
the eve of Lord Ripon’s departure from India, amply showed how a liberal policy
. could evoke the loyalty of & conquered people. Amidst a conquered population
-~ alien in race and religion, and largely exceeding the nunber of their conquerorsr
- with education spreading fast and wide among them, with a public opinion ever
" growing stronger »nd with powers of organisation rapidly developing, if there was
~ any danger to a foreign rule it must proceed not from a liberal policy founded on
" patural justice and expediency, but from a policy of repression and exclusion
* founded on narrow prejudice and unmerited distrust. The speaker then pointed
. out that their claims to gxtended employment in the higher service, were not only
~ based upon the ground of national justice fo the people, but upon the ground of
. the plainest political expediency. Kconomy also repuired it. If goods were avail-
* able in their own market, - why should they, poor as they were,  go to & foreign
- country and pay & much highsr price for imported goods, Then again, the high
~ salaries and pensions enjoyed by their Civilian rulers were mostly spent out of the
- country. The experience bought at such a high price was not also retained in
. the couxitry_fprjbs:fqture use, but was shipped out of the country and pretty often
~ employed agaivst its interest. .
... "What justice the Jndians to the honour of the English peogle loudly demand-
 ed, what expediency plainly required, what economy distinctly sanctioned, should
> they not have that simply because Liord Kimberley, evidently under some
* evil influence, said no to the earnest prayers of the united people of India and to
the wise recommendation of the Government of India, No, they ought not to
despair, They had ample confidence in the justice of the English people. They
' must agitate and garnestly and perseveringly agitate till they got what they want-
13 T _ :
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ed. Lt them not sim ply pass this resolution, bub et them resolve fur!:her‘ isha{;
they should not rest satisfied till they. got all that +hey wanted :

The Hon’ble Dadabhai Na.orop —I am glad I have not much 10, "reply _;
- The appreciation of the importance. of the resolution 1s clear..: My remarks
w1ll be more as explanations of a few matters. I had much to do with “tha ;pas..
sing of the clause for granting | to us the Sta.tubur) Clvﬂ Service., .Itis an 1tnpor-
tant concession, and we have to be very grateful 1 for it. - I need not here’ go into .
ite history. The statesmer in Engla.nd who gave.us this were sincere and ‘exp i-
cit in the matter. . Whatever. comn]amt we ha.ve it is with the suthorities ~here. .
First of all, after the clause was passed, the Governmpent of India entlrely Jgnorqd‘_
it and did nothmv to,give it efiect for 6 yearsl It«was only when _pressure - wag -
applied to it from England, ;mto the details of whlch this is pot the time or place .
for me to enter, that the necessary rules were - af la.st prepa.red and pubhshed ;
These rules have been so dra.fte(ltha.t they may be carried out.in a way to bring
discredit ‘on the Servme And Whether this is done mtentmnally or not, whether -
the subsequent objec tionable a.cluon upon it was also intentional or not, I ca.nno!;
say.  But the most important element in. the - carrying - out of this. clause  was
partially or wholly ignored, and - that’ ha.s ‘been the 'real” ca.use of. its so- ca.llefi_
failure,—1I tnean educatwna.l competence, a.scertamed either by sulta.ble ‘com-:
petition,.or proved ablllty, was an absolutely m@xspenmble condltmn for admlttzﬁo‘:
candidates to this Service. It is just this essential condijtion’ that has been several
t:meq ignored or forgotten. Let therefore your. eﬁor!;s be devoted sbrenuously,
“not against the clause itself, but against the oh;ectlona,b]e mode in’ which the
nominations are made- The Bengal Government has’ moved in“g sa,tlsfa,ctory
direction, and its example should be followed by all the Governments, "It will be’
the height of folly on our part to wish for the abolition. of thls Statutory civil
service—excepting only when simalts neous examma.tlons :are heldm Engla,ntf
aud India giving a fair field to all, as proposed in the preseni: resolution,”. In’ this
fair competition, Burasians, or domiciled Engllshmen, in fact all sub,}ects of ] Her
Tinperial Majesty, will have equal justice. -1 understand that the Eurasians and*
doiiciled Anglo-Indians came under the - definition of what is called st;a.tuf.orv :
~ Natives.” [t is only right that those whose country is [iidia should be consi-
dered as Natives, and should enjoy all the rights and privileges of N a.tlves.,Umt-
ed aciion between the Natives and Eurasians and domiciled : Anglo-! ndians” will,
-be 2o d for all. "What is objectionable is, that Eurasians and domiciled" Anglo-.
Indians blow hot and cold at the same time. “ At one moment they - claim . to be
Natives, and at another they spurn the Natives 'and .clainy to be- “Englishmen
Common sense must tell them that this is an absuard pcsmon to take up and must
ul:imately do them more harm than good. "I desire that-thereé should be cordial
union betwoen all whose country i, or who make their country, India. ' One of
the speakers remarked that the employment of Natives will be economical. This
is a-point which I am afraid is not clearly understood. The fact is that the em-'
ployment of a Native is not only economy, but complete gain to the whole- extent.
of his salary. When a European is employed he d*spla.ces a Native whom-
* nature intended o fill the place. The Native:’coming in his place, is natural.:
Every pie he eats is therefore a gain to the country, a,nd every pie he saves isso.
much saved to the country forthe use of -all its children, * Every pie pald to a
foreigner is & complete material loss to the country. Every pie paid to a Native.
18 & complete material savm_q to the country, In fact, as I have a,lrea.dy eudeavour«
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“ed to 1mpress upon you 88 eameet]y ag possxble, 1!; is the ‘whola question , of the

“poverty or prosperity of the country. We should of conrse pay a reasonable price
“for Enghsh rule, 80 that we may have the highest power of control and supervi-
_sion in English. ha.nds but beyond that is simply ruin toIndia and not such a
‘benefit to England as she would otherwise have, were India a Frosperous country.
Qur friend there expressed some doubt about the necessity of going to. England,
Isay without the least hesitation that the candidate himself as well ag the ser-
vice will be vastly benefitted by a visit to England. The-: -atmosphere of freedom
-and hlgh cmhza.tlou whlch he w:ll breathe will make him-.an altered ‘'man—in
character, in mtelhgen.ce in experience, in self—reapect andiin appreciation of due
f::eepect for others. In short he will largely increase his- fitness and command
“Tnore respect in his responsnble -service I mean, of .course, in the resolution that
.the expenses of such visits to England by the candidates who have -successfully
‘passed the different exa.mma,txonq for the different services in India should be paid
from the. pubhc revenue Tt may be made c]eer in the reqolui-,lon by addicg « at

"'the pubhe expense

L I conclude thh my mést anxious a.ud ea.rnesh exhorta.txon to thls Con-‘
gree& a.nd to everv mc'hv1dual member of it, that they should perseveringly stra.m:
every o nerve to "secure _the - a,ll-dmportenb ob]ect .of this resolutlon'
s ear]v * ag “possible. - Onee this - “foreign ‘drain, this « .bleeding to
~death, - 13 stopped Indle ‘will© be capa.hle by reason - of its. .land,

“la.bour and its vast resources to become ag prosperous as Eugland, with benefis
10 Encfla.nd a,leo end to me.nkmd a,nd w1th eterna.l glory to the Enahsh 'neme’

‘:

and na,hlon.=. L s _ : _ o

Mf M P Mod: (Suret) mqulred w1th reference to the nroposntxon put by Mr.
'_Deda.bhel Na,orop rega.rdmo' the Ind’an Civil 'Servicé and other Services. Whether
that pnrt of the propomtlnn, which said that aftet passing the examinations in
‘India, the successful candidates should be made to spend two years in Xregland,
applied to all Services. He 'said all could see the desirableness of those who want-
‘ed to enter the Civil Service and return administrators of this country being
‘made to epend that time in England, ' But if that requirement was extended to
-other Services such as Medical snd Engmeenug, the epea.ker wished to know

:whet neees31ty there was for tha.t. _'

Mr D%da.hhm eaud thet the words were Intended to a.pply ‘to the “(mnl cjer-
"vme" only o : . .

_ Mr Gr Qubra.hmenya. asked Whether Lord Klmberley 8 lest Despetch should
'not be spemﬁee.lly referred to AR TR N N

The Presﬂdent pointed out that the leet elause of the proposéd Reqolutlon
was in truth a véply to that Despatch. ' In puttiog the proposition to the" VOtP
the Premdent gaid, that there was a little difficalty about’ reeemmendmtr a’ resi-
dence in England as a cdm pulsory measure. He thought it would not be eccept-
able to the country at large, but the-Congress m1ght perheps, eecept it a8 a.
-promswnel eompromlse for the present ‘ : o . ,

The Reeolutlo& was then' puf to the vote a.nd passéd.
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Mr. P. Runglah Naidu (M&dra.s) moved the 5th Resolutlon as follows — _'

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, = . Tk

You are aware that while the poverty of India_is da.zly mcreasmg the 2
limits of taxation have been reached and almost all resources of revenueexhaust- _'
ed. British Administration has unfortuna.tely not been econt rmcal ‘either from-
irnorance, inability, unwxlhngness OF some other cause or motlve unknown. Na.y,
it has been extremely extravagant, so extravagant thab lt is not able to make the
"two ends meet. Our rulers have often recourse to a.nother, and & very dlS&Stﬁl‘UhB,ﬁ,‘}'
expedient, of raising loans to’ maintain equlhbﬂum between 1ncome and expen- ’i-";
diture. This is generally a method to which spendthnfbs and reckless speoula,tors
resort, but fortunately for them, at the last stage, when they are no- longer- able--
to raise loans, they have a ready relief ab hand, viz., either the Ba.nkruptcy or
the Insolvent Court; but, I do not thmk ouFGovernment has snch a.n ms’mtutlon B
to give it relief. T SR T R P

That the above is not an overdra.v.n pmture but a rea.l representatlon )
of the enibarrassed condition of Indian finance, has been borne testimony to. by
several financiers of great and tried ability and by several humane, able and- far- 5
seeing Viceroys, the true representatives of -our: Queen-Empress and the’ true

scns of the land of liberty and phﬂanthropy,-—representa.tlves ‘who' have “unani-=
mously declared that India is not capable of enduring further taxatmn ‘and that
the only remedy is to.rigidly enforce retrenchment and economy in ail directions.
Moreover, experts in military affairs as well as the members of the Simla Arn‘.y
Commission have, after fair discussion and. ‘mabure dehbera.tmn. pronounceéL

their opinion that the military expenditure has grown very excesslve and tha.t;
there is absolute necessﬂsy to curta,ll 1!'

._;‘.

et LRI g

- In 1857 the Indla.n Mllltary ex[emilture was ~_ ;:,463,000"?‘-_;
* 6 < do .- da. 14,510.247_:%5'5 E
66 ~de. . “do - 16,748,270 <
70  de.  do 16,320,730 T 1
72 ~do. , . do e 15,678,318 ¢ L L
76 . - do. L do - o 15,308,460",";_""" SR
77 . 3 RS T3 )T R S R
. &0 . - do. - do. . .. 721,712.8'62:779_;__"5 I,_.
€4 odo o do 16,975,750}_‘5‘_‘* T

. Thus the military expendlture has mcrea,sed by five mllhons - Wlule
therefore.the cry is for reduction, to our surprise, disappointment and misfor tune’ :
the Ministry of the day have resolved ta.increase the expeuditure already unbeal-‘:
able by an additional charge of 2 millions for addmg 30.000 men to the ex:stm'r'
army without proving the necessity for such an increase, - - .

Gentlemen, let us,
increase. Peace and orde
of internal disquietude. I
recent action of the Russi
the bad feeling evinced
thing else that made th
them in subverting the
ceived when, on the gce

first of all, gee whether there is a,ny necessxty for this._
r have been restored to the counbry and there is no - fear
b is frue that the scare of formgn invasion, caused by the
lan Government, created some: apprehensmn. It is ‘more
by some of our Anglo-Indian fellow sub]ects than a,ny-; .
¢ Russians believe that the Natives were ready to assist
British Indian Empire. Was not Russia sufficiently unde-
asion of her threat, all the inhabitants of- India, from the



53

“prince dowan to the peasant, vied with one another in pla,clno' the entire resources
of their several States and their hard earned private fortunes, at the disposal of
- our Government ? 'Did not many native gentlemen also apply, on the same
oceasion, ta the Governer General to give them permission to enlist themselves
a8 Volunteers 30 that they might by action also, and not only by mere word of
‘mouth, digplay their loyalty by fighting for their country and for their Sover eign?
Did not the ‘whole body of Native Princes and the entire mass of the population
all over this country evince well and spontaneously similar loyalty to our Queen-
Fmpress on the occasion of the departure of our late and most beloved Viceroy,
Lord Rxpon? And if it were not quite superfluous, I should, once more, declare,
" and Tam -perfectly cerbain that all of you will join me in that decla.ratlon that no
‘Iatwe of India will ever be guilty of want of gratitude and loyalty to our Queen-
-Empress for the innumerable and inegtimable blessings conferred on us by British
rule Gentlemen, had it not been for E English eduoatlen and Western civilisation,
persons inbabiting different’ parts of thls vast country, speaking diverse ]a.ngua,neg_
“and professmg diverse religions, would not have this day met together in this Hall
to mterehan“e thoughts, give expression -to thoir common grievances and
' q,splratlons, and disouss in a most constitutional manner the means for redressing
those grievanees and fu]ﬁllmu those &splra,tlonq :

Under these clrcumstanceq it is to be hoped that our rulers will change
thelr present pohcy of susplclbn and dlstl ust for a generous and confiding one Let
“them mederabely encourage rather than rudely ‘damp. the martial spirit of our
" martial races, by improving the status of the Native army, treating it, not as a
inére Tnercenary force but, as part’of the'national army, accepting the offers of the
people to enrol themse.ves as Volunteers, systematically utilising the armies of the
Natlve States by gwlng them better.arms and better dleclplme and making them
“an mtegra.l and efficient part of the army of the Empire avd by admitting Native
“gentlemen s officers in the Indian army. A generous policy that will introduce
-these eha,nges will vastly stfengthen the military position of the British in thia
- country, backed as it will be by the whole moral force of the people. It will be
seen that we therefore do not require ote troops But if, in ,spite of these facts,

ore Europea.n soldiers be requ:red for the purposes of war, should it actua.lly
bleak out on auy future occasion, they could be called from England very easily,
“and atan exceeﬂmgly short notice, because of the'existence, at present, of greater
faclht:es of communication between the two countries, But 1 believe that there
“is no present necessity of increasing the military expendlture of this country by
qddmrr 80 000 mer, to its army. at a cost of 2 millions to overburdened India.

“ 1th these rema,lkq I propose the Flfth Resolution :—

SED e L That in the opmlon of the Conn'ress the proposed increase in the
;mhtary expendlture of the empire is unnecessary, and regard being had to the
Tevenue of the empire a.nd the exzisting circumstances of the country, excessive.’

" Mr. Dinsha Edulp Wecha, (Bombay) seconded the Resolution in the -
‘IOHOWI[I" speech e

o Genrirvey.—Our Madras friend, the mover of the Reeolutlon has just

pomted out to you in general terms the alarming growth of the nmilitary

expend1tule dnuno' the last few yearss And I would now endeavour to place
15 A
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B S L e e O o e apavingn you ko busdensn, .
bout to bring to your notice will, I am sure, 0ORVI 'y s LAETIS0ME, B
. artiali; unjust, is the present: expenditure of 17 miLiOnSf. sterling Pﬁf,
::1(:]51, and how grea:‘, is the necessity of reducing it “to the figure '{_0; - 143 to 1"
millions which was with little fluctuation maintained till- 1871-2. It 133»5_*}11?9‘?‘-3
fluous to say that the net increase during the last twenty years hag tl:een‘ Imf 1008
sterling or an annual average growth of £150,007, -COH*Y&Sf', gentlemen, ;rg
moment the 17 millions expended in 1584 on an army of 189,000 men, Bf'ltfs 21'111"
Native, with 11} millions in 1856 -on an’ army of 254,000 men. _ ‘Admlttmg-, all
that has been urged as to the organic . Ch&t{ge?‘-. tha:t ‘have beeq ;.ptroduced ,mtg.
the British arny for better efficiency, the rige in prices of food,f and fora.ge; a}.ln_ :
clothing, and the dearness of recruits—admitting all these facts, nore whow‘_: ag:
impartially studied the question and given some t}%ought tu the .coFt of the Va-n.Qli"‘._
. arries maintained by the great military monarchies on th_eACOIFF?'?_GQF bf Europe
can fail to acknowledge the extravagance of the army services as l‘.[}&ll:}talfled. “in -
India. No subject demands greater attention than the_cost of_the army - af ,thls_l-
juncture when the Indian revenues are th_g;'ea.tened \_v;_th.g fur-t.he_l"i; .charge of _2_.

. millions sterling per annum on account of the £0,000 more so]dlers._vf‘hq are now.
being rapidly enlisted. I trace the roof of the continuous growth in t!]g__;mhtairy.:
expenditure to the amalgamation scheme of 1859. Ifs‘hfls been the main, cause of.
financial embarrassment to the Government of India: Sir George Ba.lfput.regrveti.‘;,
ed that he took a part in that scheme. Sir Charles Trevelyan observed ."_"ft_]:_'a“.b-. it
was based on a rrinciple which has been found to _be‘ex_tra.,vaga'nt and grushxpg in.
practice. If is in the nature of a one-sided- partnership in_‘wh;gh _Ipdn}. | was n;qf;"
allowed freedow of contract. What the exact nature "of this partnersbxp-‘ 18 may
be best stated in the words of the late Mr. Fawcett :—* A few years .,_a.’iter_:_{:he
abolition of the East India Company -what is known as the. Army _gma_fgg;mam_on”
scheme was carried out. in direct opposition” to ~the " advice of the' most
experienced Indian statesmen. India was thus, . as it were, ',bo-und__ ha.nd
‘and foot, to our own costly system of army administration, “with-
ont any regard apparently - teing had ‘to: the . fact- = that - various
schemes of military organisation, which may be. perfectly suited.tp a country, so-
wealthy 1s England, may be altogether unsuited o a country so poor . as ;_Ig dia,
-. . . A partnership has been established between England and 1ndia, and as one
of these countries is extremely vich, and the other extremely pocr, ‘m__uc__h of the
samne incongruity and many of the same inconvenieuces arise. as if two individuals
were to join in house-keeping, one of whom had £20,00 a yearand the otber only
£1,000. An exrenditure which may be quite appropriate to the one whose income .
is £20,000 would bring nothing but embarrassment to. the one ﬁwhb_Se_ ‘Income  is;
only £1,000. .The woney which is expended -may - be judiciously” laid ~ out,.
but if the man with the smaller income " finds that he - is - gradually -
becoming embarrassed with debt becanse he has to live beyond his . means,
it is no compensalion to him to be told that he . is only called to
contribute his proper share of the expenses. His position would te the ‘mote into-
lerable if like India, atter having been compelled against his wish tojoin the part~
nership, he is forced to continue in whether he desires to do so or not.” This,
gentlermen, is the precise condition 4o which India has been reduced by the
amalgamation scheme. No doubt, it has certain advantages but these are greatly

overbalanced by the many disadvantages India has to put up with.



55

So far, I have dealt wvh wha.t I may call the cause of the present costli-
- ness of the Indmn army. I hope you will be good enough to give me a patient
hearing for a few minutes while I briefly dilate on the broad resuits of that one
- sided contrach to which I have referred. They are deduced from official facts
" and statements. Indeed, I shail try throughout tn support my observations
by placmg before you overwhelmmg official testimony to convinee you beyond
- the shadow of a doubt how excessive is this expenditure and how far is it incurred
- without dué regard to the interests of the country. In their report, the Simla
--Afmy Commissioners state (p. 1°5):—"“We think that the portion of the army
'employed in this country should be organised and administered with due regard
" to the interests of the people oflndm, and not for the purpose ofsnnplymgdefecus
: in the system of home- defence, and, above all, that it should not be made the
;Tmea.m of obta.mmg, at the cost of Imha, advantaoes for the army at home which
“do not entirely affect the interests of the country.” Ido not thinkthe justice of
* thisprinciplecan beimpugned. Butto give a fair idea ofhow the process of increas-
ing the charges on the huropea.n forces in India has been carried on, it 1s need-
" ful to" cite the testxmony of the Government of India itself. Ils should be
~remembered - that in-the .aggregate “these  charges have thrown an additicnal
' petmanent burden of £800,00* per anpum-—charges in levying which the Indian
. Government has *had . no -voice. In the &51;]:1 pa.ragr'mh of then' despatch of 21sb
;_November 188 , ibis stated :— R .
R 1) 18*){ Ga mcrm.sed ra.tes of pay were granted to medical officers of
' the Bntlsh service in India, amounting to £20,000 a year ; and a revised scale of
: clothmg a,nd compensat1on te t.he Brltush army Was 1ntroduced costing £20,000
ST : '; o In ]865-66 mcrea.sed ra.tes of [ay wele granfed to veterinary surgeons,
a.mountln" to £3, 000 @ yea.l : s : ,
e In 1866-67 g}mnashc mstructlon was miroduceﬂ for: mtlsh tloops
i-,j'"a,t & cosl‘. of £15,000 & year. - BRI
N e In 13(;7 68 an jncrease. of 2d a da.y was made to-the pay of Dritish
-.'Boldlers, a,nd a.n addmonal penny on 1e-=ngagement the cost bemg £250,000 a
ii‘yea.r ‘ S .
T s Iu the same yea.r slxeleton compa.mes of Ro; al Iingineers were formed
"m Indm,, a.h a co:b of £2 50) B year.,

. L “Iu 1 8 :8-69 mmea.sed pa,y was, gn en to paymasters, qua.rter-ma,sters and
i dlnd_m‘lsters of Br:blsh regiments, amounting to £15,%04 a year, |

S “ In 1870 70 ‘the maut of good- couducb pay, at eatlior periods,to British -
: soldlers mereaaed our Army esbnna.tes by £35,000.

IR _«In 1871- 7‘-3 lDStrUCthﬂ in army Slt'na.nmrr and telerrraph) was introduc-
. ed at an annual cost of £ 4,000,

IR 1 1871- ’Hga.rr:lson mstructlon was 1nt10duced at g cost of £ 27100
a. yea.r |
871 74 the appeintment of addltlonal subalterns o regiments:in

Indn to a,Ilow others to attend the course Of'"’tlrlbon mstmctmn formed o new
charge of £35, 000 B year. :
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: - | h leﬂflmunts :

5 {s in the Regimental- schools of Bntm
 Iu 1878-T4 .lmlp-g:f;l;egfs Home regulitions, increased the- estimates by
in India by the lapp :a,nt of band allowance to British regiments’ in India by
ii,007008= yemél 1-,‘};1 zeriadlustment of nnks of the Brltlsh Med:cal Serwce in India
£ 14 an _ ) e

" £48’GOO.I 1874-75 the, raised rates of pay of Bntxsh troops in Indla, a.dded to
{ n - L )

timates £64,000 a year.
the e «Tn 1873-76 the grant of pay of rank to ma,]ors of Ro;al Artlllery and
engineers in India created a new annual charge of £27,000.

«Tn 187C-77 the 1ncrea.sed pay of nou-commlssmned oﬁlcers and la,nce
ranks amounted to £40,0 0 a year. : :

«In the same year prospectwe charges for deferrgq pay uere mtlo-
duced, the maximum to be reached in 1890 being £165,000. -

« Tn 1876-77 also the promotion of British medical officers after 12 years '
service, and non-effective charges by changes .in the rules for compulsory
retirement, introduced a new itews of £ 29,000 .

« Tn 1879-8v the read;ustment of veterma.ry suraeons pay cosb £l 9:); a
year. o '

“Jn 1881-81 a.reorga.nlsatlon of the army ‘\Iedlcal Departmenb non-
 effective charges involved a new annual charge of £13 320.

In 1881 the Royal Pay Warrant of £5th June183I[ rzused 8 fresh charﬂe
for the pay of non-commissioned ofﬁcers and men of £30,000 a year

The Despatch goes onto say that“ these additional - (ha,r«es amount )
to more than £ 800,000 a year. Some . of them were necessary for _‘
improvements ; others were imposed with httle or no reference to Indian wants, ’
and in most cases without the Indian Government having any voice in the
- watter.”  [t.will be seen from the above facts and figures how costly and how .

ruinously one-sided is the partnership, which the Imperial Government has

obliged India to enter into, in the matter of military a,dmzmstra.hlon, Without :
giving her the sinallest voice in the conduet of that partnership.

I hope I have made it clear to you from the extract ]ust quo’sed the
fact that almost all the charges were fastened-on this country In consequence of
the exigencies of the organisation of the British armny in England  Home de-
mands for payments have been steady and persistent. _ Ln their Military Despatch
{No. 168, dated Simla, 2.nd May1879) the Govemment of India observed:—* A
large part of the Home expenditure is for pensxons, furloucrh a.llowa.nces,
the  overland  troop _transport .- service, - and  stores.  The - re-
maioder is for payments to the Iinperial Government on aceount ofImperla.l troops
which have Leen repeatedly mve%blga,ted but with results we have not been able
to accept as satisfactory..........Justice ta India requires the reduction of these

paymnents to a oonqohda.tecl yea.rly payment of £831,000.” Two . “years la,ter, the
Government of Lord Ripon remonstrated on the bulden of
maneer se¢ telling that I would best make
the paragraph onthesubject (44,
that whereas the British garriso
"respect of numbers and efiicien

these eharges in a
you nnderstand their gravity by quoting
DespatchNo 4710t 1881). * It has to be observed
nin India has practically remained unaltered in
cy for many years pabb its cost has been in course
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. of .constant increase from the various changes which have been made in the ot-
L gﬁnisati'oh of the British army, changes made entirely, it may be said, from imperial
" considerations in which Indian interests have not been consulted or advanced....It has to
' be remembered that charges which do not cause any very serious addition to the
- Tnglish estimates, and which are carried on without the least reference to India
involve very much larger charges on the Indian tevenues by reason of the much
_ ‘more liberal allowance enjoyed by officers in this country. The conversion for
 examplo of the first Captains of the Royal Artillery into Majors gives the officer so
’ promo_t.ﬁa an increase of only 5 shillings a da.y in England : in this country the
_ difference- between the pay of a Major and .a Captain of artilleryis Rs. 342 a
. month.”* ".Gentlémen, look at the immense difference in this one item of military
obarges alone, Fancy, a poor country like Tndiabeingscrewed by a wealthy
country like England to pay Rs. 292 more per month for the promaotion of officers
“in ane grade only of one branch of the army! But, the enormity of the heavy
- charges thrown upon this country in the matter (a) of homedepdts, (b) of recruits,
 (¢) ot non-effective services, (d) of transports, and (¢) of short service will be per-
 ceived at its full from the sequel. As to Howe Depots, the Westminster Review
- observed for as back as 1866 or 1867 :%*"England bears the expense of main-
' faining an army for the use of India whereas the truth is that India is maintain-
. ing a vast army which, though paid by India, is available at any moment for the
" gervice of England, ' Of these troops paid from the revenues of India, no less than
" 10,000 on the average are stationed in the Home Depots and form a part of the
- defences of England at all times.- Now, India is not merely required to pay for
" the transport of troops both to and from India, but is made to paya consalidated
“charge of £10 per annvm fo the Horse Guards for every British soldier serving
_ in the country upon the pretext that it is -necessary to keep these depots in
. England - to ~ ‘maintain- the - force. This charge of late years hag
. amounted to. nearly £700,000 a° year,” and must be held  to be a
- most unwarrantable ezaction when it is remembered that these depots form
- an - important = part of the garrison required for the defence of the United
: —'Kin'gdbm-;i ....At the very time the Colonels of the French army were threaten-
ing the nation with invasion (1859) on account of the Orsini plot, the Ministers
and publicists of England were congratulating themselves upon the presence in
" England of some 20,000 to 23,000 soldiers in depot thé cost of whom was being
"defrayed by the Indian taz-payer on the ground that the regiments to which the
“men belonged were serving . in  India. The pretext was true, but the exaition was
surely disgraceful...........Thus was the defence of the richest country inthe world
shabbily devolved apon the very poorest.” Gentlemen, this is the frue history of
the cost of home depots. After the vigorous manner in which ~the reviewer has
criticised the ‘gross injustice  of the burdensome charge, an injustice which, I
regret to say, they have done but little o repair even now, it is unnecessary for
me tofurther comment upon it. = - T )
: As to the extra,va.ga,nt'coat of recruits, 1 may mention that a continned
controversy has gone on during the last 25 years as to the mode of ‘calculating
" on a fair and equitable basis the charge for their enlistment and maintenance
prior to their embarkation for India. And though one method after another haa
~ been adopted and discarded, they have not yet come to any satisfactory arrange-
* ment so far as this country is concerned. Meanwhile, it would not be uninstrue-
s h ,
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tive to quote here the reports of General Ja.mxason and Mr. (nowr Slr Thomas)
Seccombe on the extraordinary dearness of a recruit, as supplied by. England to
India. * We feel it to be our duty again to refer to the fact that the East .India
Company were able to send efficient artillery and 1nfa,ntry ‘recruits  to India at
a.cost of £26-7-5 per man instead of 136-13-11 for cavalry and £ 63.8-5 for infan-
try recruits as now proposed. We are fully aware that the changes made in the
terms of enlistment, pay, clothing, would have ‘increased the cha.rge, %8 lnchred
by the East India Company, but the proposed “establisbments for; ‘and the
period of training whlch have formed the basis of this Thlrd Reporf; of the Com*
mittee, appear to us t8 be enormously in excess of what can p0531bly be required
for the purpose of properly recmltmg the British Army i in. India.” - Accordmg to
Colonel Sykes the maximnm jn one particular year was as much a8 £376! So
strongly impressed were General Janiieson and Mr.. Seccombe with the o enor~
mously * excessive charge of recruits per man that they raised the" serious ques-
tion why India should bear the whole burden of maintaining depots Whlch virtual-
ly form a part of England 5" home defences, and Why should that burden
be increased by the long periods of training enforced on- reurults for-- i service in
this country ? For further parliculars I would - refer. members to the, ev1dence
taken by the Parliamentary. Select Committee which ' sat from‘ 1871 to 1874.to
inquire into the questions relating to the finances of India: Suffice to say that
the experts who were examined and cross exa,mmed on the subject fa.lled to u,ve
any satisfac bory etplanatlon. , ; L L

Coming now to the burden of the non-effectwe serv:lces I Would a.sk
yau to refer to the blue-book ou the: sub]ect published by * order of the "House of .
Commons, on 17th August 188k It gives a succinct account of how:the - cha.rgeg
have grown year after year and how vigorously the - Gavernment of India has.
been fighting for years past to bring these .charges within a. reasona.ble limit, .
I would not, therefore, tax your patience further on this head beyond" inform.
ing you in a few words how alarming is the - growth « Prior to 1822 India
paid nothing for non-effective charges ; that'from 1832 fo 1861 the principle
which governed the division of non-effective ‘ charges between England and,
India was oue of a fixed payment by India to England of £6,000 & ‘year; “that
from 186! to 1870 this latter principle wag abandoned in favourof a- ca.plta.tlon
payment ; and finally, that.in 1870 the principle of capitation was a,ba.ndoned in -
favour of 2 system under which the capitalised value of the pensions -~ was Pmdr
by the Indian to the English Treasury. Thzs latter is the system, ‘which'is stil]
in force. Gentlemen, here are the. figures = of .. the enha.nced charges
between 1871 and - 1884, In the former ‘year they .amounted to ,{;1 775 ,133,-:
in the latter to £4,158, 780. - The increase: has a.mouuted 1o £9 383 647
in 14 years or 134 per. cent. Tn other . words, the charges on. account
of non-effective services have -steadily increased at, an. annual a.verarre ‘of .
£170,260 ! The iniquity of the charges however does not rest here. Whlle dis--
putes as to the fairness of the demand by the War Office for _ charges from year
to year have gone on, during which the Governmens of Indla. continued ‘o pay
-Jarge sums in part, a claim for arrears was made fora n’u]l]on sterhng a.nd more
which, as you all know, has had to be paid only last year by the Indian Trea-
sury. Nay; you will have some idea of the gross injustice of their demand When
1 tell you that £100,000 Wele clalmed for 1nteresh alone-—-mterest on a.rrea.rs
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whlch remamed una.d;unted on &ccount of the dela.y a,t the War Office alone
‘This is the treatment which India has to suffer from the military authorities ab
‘home. Morecver, the injustice of the charge is greatly enhanced when it is
consldered that the Crown Colames are never charged a sir-pence for non effective
_sermces. T will just: read - what the Government of India has said
_oti the pomﬁ L8 We: beheve also that we "are correct in saying that Crown
‘Colonies pay nothmg towards the non- effective charges.” Tt is  one of the
heamesf. 1tems of Army charges, and entaxls besndes a large loss by excharge. -

- - Coming to the overla.nd tla.nsport serwce, it may be mentioned that
| the East India Compa.ny incurred on an average £70,000 per anouum, net. Of
- course, the’ troops came via $he Cape in ships. But though the opening of the
Suez Canal ha.s revolutwmsed the whole tra.nmt trade behween Europe and Asia,
though frelg,hts have in consequence been lower than they were prior to 1870,
‘and thongh 1mmense- facilities of communication now exist, the charges are
1ndeed very extravagant. In 1864- €5 they came to £182,244 ; in 1883 to £365,000
or fully double ! Besides, it must be remembered that India has been saddled
with the cost of ﬁve tra.nsport vessels amounting to £1,200,700. Some years ago
i’pubhc feehng on tha sub;ect was very vigorously expressed in the columns of the
: Engllshman #“here is one item of military expendifure touched upon in General
“Norman’s excellent financial analysis of the Indian Army Bill for the past year
-Z‘whmh deserves inslant attention and correction. As a bit of senseless extrava-
: gance, it is solely chargeable against the home authorities who make India pay
! for the pa.trona,ﬂg.apsl political capital it affords to the Admiralty. We allude to
4 SpoL r{charge of £400,000 for'the carriage of, let us say at hazard, some
-4,0 .0 soldiers.......being at the rate of £100 per man...........Nor ig the exorbitant
:_na,ture of the charge its only objection. The ordma;ry carrying and other.trade

‘is injured by it. It is in the nature of competition without containing one of
“the elements -of . competlhlon . Another veteran jourcalist of great ex-

“perience - observed 1~ the  truth .- seems _' “be -that the Home
'Government ut.telly reckless . “what - l’n apends on - Indian ac-
..pounii “ That the bulldmg of this fleet was an act of extravagant folly when cir-
cumsta.nces of the country are remembered who can doubt ? India is notf the
“in circurstances to afford this wanton outlay of public: money. ?  Gentlemen, it is
again needful to remember that England never charges a siz-pence for the transport
_of her troops to her- foreign possessions in every part of the civilised world. 1na
minute on this subject, . Sir Charles Wingate recorded as far back as1859 as
follows :—* The cost of tranaportmcr British ttoops to India, is also charged upon
the British ship-owners, and as it is made for the maintenance of British authority
“in India it would olearly be reasonable and fair that the charge, as in the case of
troops sent to any of our foreign . dependencles should be borne by the British
Exchequer.’™ 1t may be fairly admitted that public criticism has had the effect of
getting the expenditure somewhat reduced of late under this head. Stillit is not
all that is desirable. The Simla. ‘Army Commission recommend in their report
(para. 210)“ that the system.whereby all reliefs and drafts of British troops’ are
sent by British troop-ships . to Bombay, should be revised......We advise that
steps be faken to ascertain at what rates the great - English Steam Companies
would. conve,y troops regularly to the several ports of Calcutta, Madras, Kurra-
ehee and Bangoon We beheve, tha,t 1f a contra.ct were ma.de fora conmdera.ble

® T b."!‘ - _w.‘;.A e e e
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number of troops, a.nd for 2 terni of years, pnva.te compa.nles wonld convey
troops regularly and comfortably to and frd from thé several ports riearest them
stations, ab oonmderebly below the cost of transport by the thOp-shlps % e

I now cometothe last of those cha.rgee fa.stened on. Indiaj in conseq\rem,e '
Of the cha,ncres in the orgenlsatlon of the Bntlsh Army nearly, the short ‘Bervice
system. It would be presumptuous for me ae a. la.yman to. pronounce on the
merit or demerit of the system, I would, therefore, content . mysélf’ by aw.un
quoting the testiinony of ‘experts. - The Simla " Army Commission” (pa.rogreph
« 9y state :—* Jt'has been -already - mentioned : that" the shorf, service . 8ystemn
reoently introduced intd ‘the British Army’ has increased the cost ;tnd *Has.
materially reduced the eﬂiolency of the British troops in fadia,” Ve’ (ammt ‘resist
the feeling that, in the introduction of this system, the znterest of ﬂtb [ndzan fd’c-Payga"
was entzrdy left out of considerations™ ** - = e 3

Gentlemen, 1 fear, I have a.lrea.dy trespa.esed too much on your fume by
referring to the several details of the army oha.rges whloh Imve morea.sec'i the total -
cost to 17 millions sterling., But I trust you: will bear with me & few minutes longer
before Isit down. I ask’yod, .to remember that the Home Mlhtary Charges
are divided into two parts—-the one includes the’ expenditure tinder the control of |
the Indian Government, and the other the" expemhture not under such control
and regulated by the War Office. While the former has been stea.dlly maintained -
at an average of £2, 500,000 since 1874-o, the ]a.tter,',' that is the expendlture
controlled by the War Ofﬁce, has risen sincg that year, from - £800,000 to a.bout

£1.400,000 and there i is no s&ymg how rapldly i may swelmm

: Vlew, then, thls expendlture of 17 rmlhom ste;'hng a3, you . may ﬁom‘
every pomt you ca.nnot help admitting its a.ppa.llmu enormity. It means 391 per
centof the net revenuve of 43 mﬂhons In .other. words the Army service cha.rges
absorb the whole of the pet Iand revenue save a million. While the ‘normal
growth of the latter is estimated at about £57,000 pei: annum,the growth ‘of
the forrer is more, £150,0 0—that is to say, one year’s:growth of m:h’ra,ry ox=.
penditure absorbs the growth of the net land revenueé for nearly 2§. years.: Consi- :
der the wéight of this burden on so poor & country "as. ours—a. country which
* has no true surplus of revenu z to fall back upon and has’ no- ordma.ry ‘means t0
provide for unforeseen contifigencies like war-or. famine. . Consider .thé burden
from anoth®r point also. Out of the total expendlture of 17 millios, 4 millions
on aon average are ennua.lly dlsburqed in England... The a.mount h.x.s to be paid
in gold. Bo that we have to pay nearly che crore of Bupees more to meet the
loss by exchange, under this one head only. .. L will not detain you with the eco-
nomic aspect of this fact. But I may mention that every million sterling that is-
expended in Engla.nd on account of India involves a loss by exchange of about
25 lakhs of Rupees at the present rate. The larger the amount annually of . the
bills drawn by the Secretary . of State on. the - Indian - treasury . for
Home Charges, - especially. military, the larger -the ~exports. ‘of - the
products of this country. . In other 'words, India has to grow. more and. pert
with more products in excha.nge for home remittances, - The mgmﬁcanoe of
this economic fact I leave it to you to realise. But while this military expenéh-
ture is growing apace, while all Indis to & man has been loud in denouncing its
crushing burden, the authorities have determined to. add 10,000 more British and
20,000 more Native troops at an estimated cost of 2 millions stelling per annum,
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«a.nd that toe, without any cogent reasons. How is this ~additional permanent.
expendlture to be provided for ? .- For months past the air has been rife with
“rumours of the imposition of an Income Tax. Indeed statements have lately been
- freely made on authentic sources that we may very soon expect a bill being intro.
duced into . the Vmerega.l Legislative Council for the purpose. As, however an-
“other member of this Congresm will speak to - the general queshxon of revenue and
ta.xa.tlon, 1 will refrain from dwelling on this sub]ect : :

.:.7_.;; ‘But I hope, gentlemen, I have made’it qdite clear to you how great is
‘the stra.m on Indian finance on account of the maintenance of a' small army
_of 1,89,000 men—an army which, L.unhesitatingly say, cosis twice as much and
: Ilttle over as any ermy in any part of the civilised world. In fact there is ‘no
para,llel to its extravagaat r-ost " The growmg charges on the army services are
‘& source of perpetual embarrassment to the Government ‘of India. Viceroy after
. Viceroyand Finance Ministerafter Finance Minister have remonstrat ed with succes.-
. give Becretariesof Statetor India on the urgent necessity of curtailing the expendi-
.‘ture but they seem to have remonstrated to little purpose hitherto. In fact, the
“evidence taken before the Select Committee on India Financé in 187923 ,conclu-
sxvely shows that the beoretary of State himself is almost powerless to prevent
. the War Office perpetually ‘making inroads ander one pretext or another on {he
. revenues. of . Indie.. That part of the expenditure which is not under the control
of “the Tndia. Ofﬁce, needs to- be brought under control by a Parliamentary

) statute, a.part from ,an honest retrenchment all round inthe various branches of
“the army admlmstra,tmn.. I cannot help believing that Mr. Laing was perfectly
eorrect when he said that “In_dm. is the wilchcow of England™ and that Indian
revenues are "encroached upon “ to suit the exigencies of English estimates.

o .- The Select Committee to which I have referred, stated in their Report -
tha.t the) “tgonld nob lay down too strongly, the pomtxon that the English estimates
oughb not to be relieved at the expenseof the Indian revenues, but that the Secre-
tary. of State for India in Council has the constitutional right of refusing to pay for
ob]ects in ‘which he considers tha.h Indm has no interest.”  In this respech it
“has been admitted that India. was “better situated during the administration

,.of thelate Ee.sb India Compeny, though it has been observed, that even then the
_authorities at the. Horss Gtuards did not fail in spite of the most formidable

fzéoppomtlon offered by the Court of Dlrectors, to saddle 10 willions sterhng of the

“eogt. of the first Afghan “War. on the revenues of this country. Mr. Fawcett

" observed:- a1 should, however, never he forgotten that when the East India

;__fcgmpa,ny was abofished, the English people became directly responsible for the

f'Government of India. "It ea.nnot,I think, be denied that this’ responsibility

“has been o imperfectly discharged that in many respects the new system ot

:"'Government compares unfavourably with the old:. . ..’ . 'I'here was af that

- tiwe an mdependent contrel of expenditure Whlch now seems 'to be .almost

‘entirely ‘wanting. "It was no doubt, -intended, ‘when the Government

- of India by the Ackof 1838 was tra.mferred from the Company to the Crown,

: that’ the: Council “of . the Secretary of State should * exercise, the same

_gontrol over. Indian. expendlture, ag-had for merly ‘been exercised by the Directors
‘of the Cowpany and by.the Court of proprietors. But gradually the influence
and control of the Council have been. so completely whittled away that it is now

.H-OPemY declare& by ﬁhe Secretary et State that he can spend the revenues of
18 S
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¢ . ontiers, without. obﬁa.mmg the consent, or even brmgmg the" ;
ﬁg;:’cf?xy;;ei léﬁfa trliotxce of’ his Council . ..., Nothing can be more unsa,txsfa.otor{t
than the present state of things., When the Secretary. of Btate - desires. to avoi t
responmblhty he can shelter himself behind his Gouncll when.; he desireg.;fo ‘a0 T
untrammelled by their control and unhamperéd by E}lelr advice, . he can ignor el
them as completely as if they. did_ not . exist?. The' oot of :-the. evi
lics here and active steps must sooner of later be taken, the sooner the: bottern
to bring ap md to it, hlghly mmnous as. it s to. the' material . mterehts
of the country and its people. It is to ~be: _earnestly . hoped, therefore,
- that the Resolution which . this Congress will naw be: asked to a.dopt will - be:
turned to practical account by the varicus political orga,nisa.txons. - For unless
_a vigorous remonstrance is sent up to the.authorities against ‘the - burdensome
character of the total charge, and the injustice of & portion of the charges; I amm,
humbly of conviction that this growth of the ‘military expenditure alarming,
and in certain matters uncontrolled as it has beeu in the - past,. will grow" Inors
purdensome and uncontrolled-and seriously embarass the finances of the country
in future - This contingency our united efforts myst at all hazards legitimately
attenipt to avert—relying on that stern sense of. justice which preemmontly
distivguishes the. Bntlsh among the great nations of theclwbsed world s

The resolution was supported 'bv Mr, Dya,ra.m Jethma.l (Kurrachee)
who began by suggesting an earnest and careful consideration of this “question.’
The pith of - the ‘matter he. said was --——-Had the’ Govemment ‘made out. the’
necessity for the proposed increase P If it was' justifiable there wag of - course
pothing to be said against if.° So far ag the people of India were a.wa,re the
veasons for it were totally wantmg ~'This " was- eortainly a fit case for enqmry
Had the people given cause for it ? No. = Surely no mutlnous spirit had been
exhibited by the N atives of India. Had the inhabitants i in the interior assumed

o warlike attitude towards the ruling power ?: Loya.lty was the ruling spirit that
mov ed the natlon from one end of the country to the obher.

The only exouse
Bussmn mvasmn. ‘Well,© with rega.rd to’ thls pla,umblé exouse, wha,t,ever
" the fears nght ‘be, there were facts- xmporta,nt and - pa.tenb 'which - should
‘be borne in mied. It .bad been aoknowledged by competent witthorities
that the existence of a neutral ‘zone ~on the North West “of .India
was a factor in the problem which ‘should ' alwa.ys be. oonmdered “by
the British Government,* With friendly. Afahamata.n, between In(’ha.n and Rus--
sain territory, there was no necessity of a very large Indian, army..”-And was not
Afghanistan friendly ?, What charce had a warlika - forelgn ‘power -~ like ‘Rissia
of doing harm to India in the immediate present or in the near - future 7' The
expenditure was quite unjustifiable. Even if the frontier required to be: stxeng-
thened with larger troops there was no need of increasing the Indian’ Army. Tt
could not be said that sufficient troops were not available in  the interior of the
country for frontier purposes. Regiment after regiment remained unemployed
from year's end to - year’s end ' and kept in cities and -provirices where
they, were not required, He instanced the regiments in Sind, in tha- cities of
Karachee and Hyderabad, the men of which found their time hang heavy on
their hands. They were absolutely idlei If: there wae any agreeable
occupatlon for them, they, or ra.ther some ot the members of tﬁ’ese reglments
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found it it} annoyi:?g.gha.-harmless civil'population and in insgltin g the modesty
of .;'e'specta.bl‘e Native women innocently walking in the streets. The ineeting also
‘knew well the enormous -rinmber of cases of running.amunck on the APa‘brtv of
Native sepoys which had ogoured and which were occurring almost everywhere
in India—-wherever, in fact; Native regiments were stationed. These occurrences,
‘'he thought, were inevitable and natural; as the causes were well known, as the
men had nothing to do.. Hardly any evidence #as required to prove what _tha
._‘Nafs.iya regin}ent’a_iq India wei'e' doing. If there was anything more than another
for “which. they "were required,” it"-was td ' guard ‘the fronticr, They
‘were ot required. to. guaxd the -population: There was enough police
in . the« - districts-.. and '?-_;:;__cxt_les; zof.  India - for the protection of the
people: and. far : preserving:” peace.- and. 'order,. The whole of the
present Native army was not. required for: ordinary garrison duty. Then it
might be said that sudden etn_ergenci_es might arise and to be prepared was half
the battle. But it was absurd to think that Jarge bodies of troops should be
scattered thickly in and about tlie country. For emergencies in towns we have
- Jargé bodies of volunteers.*: The volinteers cost the State something. There
“wag no reason why their services should hot be utilized in cases of emergoncy.
_'Thé volunteers, at least the Eurdpean-and Eurasian volunteers. were dispersed
fu all important centres..” Why should not volunteering become still more gene-
ral? It was a matber of extreme regret that the Native volunteer movement
" had not reseived encouragement. . The. representations of the people had not
been granted. ' The feelings of loyalty did not always meet with the response
. which they deserved.’ It was devoutly to be wished that Nabives shculd be
admitted as volunteers. .. There was no doubt that the movement would spread.
- Thers would then bé. ‘ho necessity  for : inereasing the army even if increased
'ﬁg};ting‘.shrqngth was required. Every.one understood that the foundation of the
3 British‘ Embire'restédbn‘-_the loya!lty'roi-the people, The people were remarkably
peaceful, The proposal to increase the army, instead of utilizing the available
-'--trébpé in British India and the troopsof the Native Princess and Chiefe and admilt-
"".ing'Nénﬁiires as volunteers, was caloulated to create an impression in the minds of
“the inhabitants of India that our rulers had no confidence in us. This policy ot
" distrust must cease. What did the recent Central Asian crisis prove P .‘!)id it not
.' ﬁroﬁe"ébmplert.ely the loyalty of the educated Natives ? That they rallied round
" their rulers was a truth now acknowledged far and wide. The example -of the
" educated Natives spread and spread till the whole country,resoum?ed with echoes
of loyalty snd enthusiasm.  The Gnvernment ‘would- be pursuing the safest
; policy in trusting to the education of the people. . Education must spread. If
" the reasons for the increase were of any value such reasons could be urged in
every country and in every age. Where wonld the British Government stop?
" Two millions would in ¢oarse of time be increased to four mx.lhons if the present
. policy and present apprehensions continued. After all the increased cost would
‘have to be met from he pockets of the people. .- It would be raised by grinding
“taxation.” This increased burden was a serious affair. The good-will of the people
" 'was the one thing which was all-important. Going back o history, the speaker
referred to the Mogul Emper.rs and reminded the hearers that the -befft allies,
the best friends, the best supporters of the Mogul rulers were the Hmdus., the
Rajpats. He strongly recommended the adoption of the proposad Resolution.

The Resolution was* then put to the vote and carried.
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. Mr. Javerilal Umiashankar Yajnik (Bombay) proposed the Sixth Reso-
lution as under :—Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the . Congress, the - propo-
sition o which I solicit your attention is : * That, in the opinion of this Congress,
if the increased demands for military expenditure are not to be,. as’ they ought .
to be, met by retrenchment, they ought to be met, firstly, by the re-imposition of
the Customs Duties ; and secondly, by the extension of the License-tax to those
classes of the community, official and - non-official, which are at present exempt-
ed from it, care being taken that in the case of all classes a sufficiently high tax-
able minimum be maintained.” So far, gentlemen, the topics which have engaged
‘your attention have had for their object the reform of the administrative and .
consultative departments of the State ; but the subject of the. Resolution : you -
have just passed, and that $o which I have now the honour of addressing you,
are of an eminently practical .character. They directly . touch your pockets.
Three months hence, you will have before you the Financial Statement of the
Government of India. That Statement will lay bare the matured proposals of
Government arising out of the balance sheet of the year. - Already. the air is
thick with rumours iu regard to fresh. taxation,. as to the probable
imposition of an Income Tax in place of the - existing License-tax.
The time 1is opporlune, therefore, for this - Congress - to . formulate
its own views as to the best means of raisings maximum of  revenue with 2
minimum of annoyance. For this purpose it is needful . to recall what Sir
Auckland Colvin said at the conclusion of the last - Financial Statement (for :
1885-86, para. 139) :—* If during the ensuing year (1886-87), we are not called -
upon to submit to any material increase of expenditure, the estimates,
based as they are on a very low rate of exchange and . a .very moderate calcula- -
tion, as to the revenue of our trade, 'may, T think, be trusted to
bear the test of trial. Should trade revive or exchange become more favourable,
we shall have resources ample enough to meet our estimated expenditure, On the
other hand, it is ipossible to say whether additional expenditure may not in the
course of the year have to be provided for, exceeding the limits_of any addition
which our revenues may reasonably hope to derive from .the-stré'ngthehing of ouy -
railway receipts or from the improvement in our exchangé.’ The worst forebod-
ings herein pointed out have been realised. - Oar expenditure on account of the
military operations during the year and on account of the proposal made in Lord
Randolph Churchill's statement to add a permanent burden of % millions a year - .'
for the cost of 81,000 troops to the Indian army. has. exceeded ‘ the' limits -
of any addition which our revenues may reasonably .hopé to. derive- from the -
railway receipts or from the improvement in our exchange. . No doubt there has
been an increase in railway receipts but it has been more than counter-balanced -
by other circumstances. There has been an incresse of expeoditure over snd
above the estimated amount.. Exchange has suffered a serious fall since the
date of the last budget. 1t has touched a limit below 1s, 6d. and may for &ilght .
we know, go down still further, Mr. Westland has calculated that for every
fall of & farthing in exchange, the 'Government of India ‘suffers a- loss
amounting to somewhere about a quarter of -a million sterling. On
this bagis we must be prepared for a loss of at.least a million sterling in exchange.
'To this add the two millions of permanent charge for additions to the army
of India. Agdinst this it is possible you may have a set-off in she shape of 2"
surplus over estimated revenue. In bad times lndian financiers ave apt to
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estlmata revenues :under - seweral heads ~at s much lower level tnan they
_do ordinarily. . This plan nodoubt strengthens thejr contention for ¢ elasticity ’
" of revenue, and enables them to claim credit for pruflent management of finances.
* "Prade, again, has been dull. -Perbaps this has been a year of the most depressed
trade in India during & very long period. Asa set-off sgainst these sdverse
. jnfluences, the Governient of India issued, some months back, a Circular letter
- directing ‘all optional expenditure, whether from provincial orlmperml Revenues
§o be suspended,” ‘all proposals for i increases -of - salaries, or of establishments
" or foradditional expenditure of any kiod should be narrowly scrulinized,’ Parti--
_eilar attention was directed to the Public Works Department as offering perhaps
- the readiest scope for the use of shears. 1% seems to me that considerable relief
would be given fo the finances, if retrenchments were carried out in a thorough
“and rigorous manner, without jmpairing the efficiency of the public service. But
_what 'has been - the fact? - A retrenchment Circular. fromm the Government
_of India is no new thing. In 1879 a' similar Resolution from the Government
“of Iudin was issued. ~But the relief afforded by it was hardly appreciuble,
- Generally the plan adopted by Heads of Departments for the purpose of showing
‘what reduction is or can be made by them is to dispense - with the services of a
" clerk here and & clerk’ there, to dismiss a pasiwala ot “water-bearer who supplies
water {0 the th1rsty members of a public establishment, or a C'happrass on perhaps .
g Rs. 8 or Bs, 10 a month . Until retrenchment, to be effectual, goes up higher,
- until it touches the pockets of those who receive very high salaries, any cheese-
;- paring policy of the kind at present pursued can surely impart no sensible relief.
- Retrenchment must begin at the top, with the salary of the Viceroy, with the
salanes of ‘the members of the Supreme Government, and of the highly paid
| Secretaries to the Government of 1ndia, Shears should ‘next be applied to the
- salaries of Presldency Governors and * to thosé of the Members of their Councils,
mcludmg the salaries of the Commanders-ia-Chief of the . different Presidencies.
‘I‘.hen there is the Civil Service—the nost highly paid service in the world, Time,
-was when thls service needed o be remuuerated on the present extravagant
3 sca,le Thlrty years ago the Covenianted Civil Servant was looked upon as living
a.s an excile in a foreign laad. . But circumstances - have immensely changed
The Civil Servant of the present da.y ¢an run bdack to his native land, meet his
, relasions and. fnends, and rejoin his post in India within a period of eight or ten
A s.seeks._ Aga.m some of the over-grown departments called into being to meet
) sgecia.l emexgencies inay very, well stand a clipping. Of this we have a notable
. instance in the revenue ‘Commissionership for the Cenfral Division of this
Preazdency. - The office was created to : meet a famine emergency. That emer-
g gency has Jong passed away, but the Commissionership still remains and is a
drag on the revenjes of this Presidency to the extent of about half a Iakh rupees
a year. . It is not, however, the salaries which.are slone to be considered.
Increase. of salaries carries mbh Afiem increase of pensions. It is not intended by
 these remarks to urge thet there-should be a sudden cutting down of all salaries.
‘The retrenchment poliey of Government, to be of any permanent benefit, should
‘aim ab reductions for the futare. The reduced scale must be made applic-
able 4o new incumbents, This will remove grouunds of ill-treatment * or in-
Justice in- the " case of  existing holdefs of appointments. The new comers

Wlll know what they are to expecb And thus the working of the retrenchment
- 17 . ‘
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policy will be sensibly felt not only in the a.mount of salaries, but in the amount:
of pensmns which are periodically’ pa.ya,ble. No doubt much courege and firm- -
ness are needed 5 carry out & policy of. rigorous - retrenchment much odium’ -
and unpopularity have to be ingurred. But 1f this s faced < in the  exigenocies: "
of Indian finance, and if the war policy of the Governmenb of Tndia i in the saored ,
name of the security of the country gives way, there can be noh doubt of a’ sub-

sta.ntm.l relief being imparted to the Indian bxchequer .‘-_1‘ SR e *4.:.:

Turning now to the proposals for obta.mmg increased reveque a,llow ne- _

in the first place, to point out that in the re-lmpomtlon of the Custorﬁsl)gtles the o
Government of India possess a source of revenue the burden’ of which" will_be. .
- least felt by the. people. .Its expedlency will be recognised  at & time of ° grea,t\*--
financial pressure, We have instances in the pa.st financial hlstory of this coun- -
try which show that as heavy a duty as 10 per cent. At one “time, and - 7} per .

cent. at another, was imposed on imports into this country by Mr.' J ames Wilson-

in the interests of revenue.” It has been urged that the abolition of jmPork dutles

was necessary in the interests of free’ tra.de’ but : lh musb be remembered - that <

import duties here were never laid; with a view ' to : proﬁectlon, that’ _3-_3

its levy 'has had. no - protective : effect, and.” tha.b even' in “the best:
free-trade  count try .in the’ wmld we have - it- on the hlghesﬁ ﬁnanclal "
~authority, - on the authority - of Mr. - Gladstone, : that -the' state of the:
revenue should be the guiding consideration i all such lmpomhons "The a.boh-
tion of customs duties means that while Indm 1s to be ma.da a -free port for the' .
benefit of the English and of the European’ manufactarer, Indla.n tea and Indian:
silver ware must continue to be hengmepyed by customs dut.'es in ‘the- Enghsh "
and Furopean markets. Is this fair ? - Is this just ? © Is'it beceuse India has no-
voice powerfull enough to :lnﬂuence the pohcy which governs the fiscal reletlona i
of India and England that she should be thas unfa.:rly’” treated - It shows ' that
the British manufacturer, or the British trader is to enjoy all the - benefit ~ arising
from the protection of the country,. frem the - construction: of strategic - ra.llweys
and from frontier fortifications, while the Yadian taxpayer is to bear the 'burden
of them, ~ The customs revenue can:be collected at the least expense -and - with™
the least annoyance to the people.” I trugt, therefore, ! that ia - eonszdermﬂ' the
: expedlency of the re-imposition of 1'n::tpc»ri; duties, the Governmenﬁ of - Tndia" will =
give a fresh proof of their solicitude for the welfare of the people. T now ‘come to -
the second expedient, na,mely, the re-a.d]ustmenh of the & Ligense-tax,” this re--
adjustment to consist ehleﬂy in its extension to classes who havé hltherto esceped
from its burdep, and in the maintenance of' - suﬁielently hlgh ‘taxable ‘minimum. :
Gentlemen, the unfair and unsatisfactory manner ifi which' the Lmense-tex has™
worked has a8 a rale, been admitted by successivé Finance ¢ Ministers. < It was.

- 4dmitted by Sir John Strachey and it was admitted by Bir Evelyn Baung And )

- do ‘not think that Sir- Aucklatd Colvin has “been a.n exeeptron o, the
rule. But Sir John * btra,ehey "did ‘noti:- Jike: - 10 “unpopular = 'Wlhh
the official and professional "classes : who - are ‘able - to ma.ke their voices
heard. It was the voiceless millions’ thereEore that he preferred to: opera,teﬂ'
upon. Sir Evelyan Baring fared no better in this respect. The . License-tax has -
worked unfairly in this way, Officials ’ from the- Viceroy with  his 2§ lakhs or
£35,000 2 year and Governors with their £ 12,000 a year, Lieut-Governors with
* their £ 8,001 a year, and successful lawyers like barristers, apd attorneys or
solicitors, and medical men, who, after a sueeessful pra.etlee of some - yearﬂ mz( |
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thzs country. retlre with forbunes to their native la.nd are left unta,xed while a
- poor, wretched trader, with his 43. a week, has to bear the brunt of it. The Act
- has worked uufairly in three ways- In the first place, it has left untouched, as I
" ’said just now, the richer and more influential clusses. Secondly, the incidence
' of the tax has varied in- dlﬁerent pleeee. In Benga', and the N. W. Provinces,
- the  limit- oﬁ. taxable. minimum has . ‘been. Res. 707 a year. In Madras
..t i8 Rez 500, . In'~Bombay it " is Bs.. ?.00 “And tmrdly, the limit of taxable -
'mmlmum put, is very low., Having regard to the condition of - the masses from
' ‘whom the tax is levied, it wou!d be a relief to most of those whose income is
below Rs, 1,000 a year. to be exempted from its operation. But with ‘the exten- .
‘;;,_f"‘ sion of the ta.xable limit a.nd the extensmu of the fax to Lhose classes who can .
- pay it more easily, nof only will - much of the inequality in its incidence and
* - much of the unfa.lmees inits levy be removed but  those classes will be brought
“under lts opera.tlon who can pa.y it without reminding oue of * much cry and little
. wool,? Besides these, there is of- course the Income Tax, but its general ansuit-
+* ableness tq thig country, coupled with the mqmeltomal character of the proceed-
. ings in whmh the pra.ctma.l workmg of the Act results, has . made it to be regard-
- ed, with distavour. “though it is just posmble to take away the sting from it. With
. thesa rema.rks'.I iﬁrust the“Resolutlou I hold in my . ha.nd will commend itself to
- your approval.
Mr. 8. A, Swa.mma.th Iver (Tan;ore\ seconded t.he proposwmn, He said :—
-*'MI‘- Cha.n:ma.n ‘and Gentlemnn. N
41wy In rising to second the proposition ; moved by my fuend Opp()alte I ma.y
fpo:nt out that the subJect of this Resolution is’ one that immediately concerns
* the well-bemg of the teemlng mllhons of this vast continent.- The very mention
_of the words “ fresh tazation” is enough to strike horror into the heurts of the
people It muet be clear to all who have the 1nterest of the dumb millions of -
“*'the poor of the cotntry, that additional taxation means their complete ruin. I
ha,s been admitted by successive: Vmero;s and Finance Mlmsters that all sources
of texnhlon ‘have been fully exha.usﬁed and theb Indla. poor as it is a.ckuowledged '
% 1) be,: caut il afford. to bear any | fresh burdens The present‘. _subject is one Whlch
. 3¢ immediately connected with the Resolution we have just now passed, viz., in-
. crease of military, expenditure. In discussing tha.tsub] ect our attention was chleﬂy
. directed to0. the proposed additional expendwure Buf-+in dea.lmc with the question
- new on ha.nd wehave to go further and consider whether the exlstmg military esta-
i blishments are requlred for the preservation of the Br1t1sh empirein India. Gentle-
-~ men, T may without much fear of contra.dlctlon sa.fe!y answer this questxon inthe
. negative. At present the mllltery strength of the country consists of (in round
. numbers). 64,000 Ruropean soldiers and 126,000 Native soldiers maintained at a
. cost of 17 millions sterling..I see, Gentlemen, you are surprised to find that the
" military expenditure of the country slmost covers the whole of the Laod Tax
*_raised in this purely. a.ancultura.l eountry Bat, let us pa.use and enquire how this
- extravagant expenditure has come to exist. It is the outcome of the policy of -
*distrust of Natives which of - late _years - characterises the administra-
~“tion: .of - this  country. . _Gentlemen, I must appeal to your feelings of
. loyalty and devotion to the British Crown and ask you if we, in any way, deserve.
" ‘thie treatment at our rulers’ hands. Who was it that conguered India for the
" British ?.. Who was it that fought the battles of Plassey, Assaye, and Sobraon ?
: Is it poss1b1e to forget that 1t was the N a.tzve soldiery and not & handful of
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" Europeans that won those brilliant wctorles by which the Bnt:sh Empu‘e in .
India was formed and consolidated. ‘Surely, ‘noshing . hag © _since ha.ppened bo™ =
change this policy of #rust into one of distrst. . 1 &sk you, Gent!emen, if,-.at-the
present moment, the one thousand and one races thaf inhabit this vast contxnen t
of India do not all join together ia praying forthe. ‘stability a.nd contmua.nce of :
the benign rule of Her Gracious Msjesty, our Queen-Empress “When,.a, few. %
months back, Russia threatened to invade Tndia, what was the conduct’ of ‘the -
Natives P - The Native States throughout this vast Empire and Native no‘blemen :
stood firmly by the British Supremacy and offered to place all their available for--"
ces and resources at the dlsposal, of the Government of India.Did not the Indians ;
of all creeds and colours join together and offer to form Volunteer'; Corpl? This-
superﬂuous to maultiply instances of Native ﬁdellty and’ a,tta,chment to .British -
rale. If, therefore, our ralers will only change theu' pohcy of dtstrus't mto one of!
eonfidence, it they will utilize the martial spirit of the country, - there - can’ be no,
doubt that a very considerable reduction in expendlture can - te affected.” Even :
if the bugbear of a Russian invasion should become 2 reahty, ‘the Impena.l army:
formed on the lines above indicated, assisted by the armies of Native ‘States will-
be able effectuslly mot only to repel *the -invaders but’ alsoto. m&lntaan ‘
peace and order in the country Consxstentl;, therefore, ,Wlth the efficienc
of our army, I would urge very . strongly upon’ the attention of thls Oon. .
gress the necessity of curtailing our present mlhta.ry expendlture by more —la.r O'e]y .
utilising the martial epirit of the country :*_ S

- 'The next quarter where the shea.rs may be a.pphed WIth a.:lva.ntage is
the favoured heaven-born Civil Service.” When a.ny ﬁna.ncla.l pressure is folt, the”s'
Governmens “of India . sends clrcula.rs to a.ll heads of Depa,rtmentg to:
miake retrenchments to meet the financial cnsm _ What do’ the. Departmenta.l
heads do? They forthwith proceed to dlsmlss ) Musaljl,, a peon and ong or {wo's
~ underpaid clerks and show a saving of a few thousands of Rupees "This " 'is not.:
what will satisfy the exigencies of the State. ~ The high salaries  paid to Civil -
Servants require closer attention. These high salaries were,ﬁted at a tlme, when
a voyage to India was a matter of six months and more, to mduce good men' t6
accept service in India. But- tn:nes are a,ltere& Steamers ~and telegraphs‘f
have placed England almost next door to India. A voyage o Indla. now ‘occupies -
of less than 3 weeks. Now, therefore in the changed cn‘cumstances of the .case, :
it cannot for & moment be seriously contended that those mducements in- the -
shape of princely salaries are any longer requlred There is'a geneml complamf,i’l
that the quality of the material we now get for the’ puce pald has deter:ora,ted"f'-_
very considerably. These officials are now too expenslve seeing tha.t all, they -
do could be accomplished by the Indiaits themselves., They have DowW. become N
luxury too costly for the means of the govemed Judged. by our means, there.
can be no difference of opinion "as to the necessity there is of reducmg the .
galaries of the highly-paid public scrvants.” The nuwmber of Civil Servants must .
be reduced. The Natives of the country should be more largely employed
in the different branches of the public service on less’ pay than is given to:
REuropeans. It is then and then alone that the cry of - financial ewbarrassment
will gradually cease to be heard. If additional expenditure be after. all . found
absolutely necessary, if by judicious retrenchment.and strict economy, it = should.
be found impossible to provide ways and means for. meetmg the addltlonal expen-
diturs then the only course left open is to have recourse to . taxation,. ‘We have

-



now to conmder whlch of the thre courses DOW Open to ws is to be
adopted*——-(l) inecrease of Sa.l‘h Duty, {2 relmpomtmn of the Customs Duties,
“(8)". and extension ‘of “the: ‘TAcense In: dealing “ with this part of

““the questmn, I may begm by stating th td:rect taxation is at present impossible,
the hlghest limits ha.vmg‘ ‘been alread ‘réached. - T

U “As regar&s the increase of S tDuty It would be unJust and unrighte-
“ous 1f tha,ﬁg_g_gg_sa_l_t,should be increaped. Tt is a necessary article both for human
vTas well as animal well-being. - It wad Eut recently that the tax on this articleof
"'uconsumptlon was reduced and equahzed _Since then there has been a steady
. ingreass in the mcome from salt and it WOuld be bad policy and a retrograde
- moyement $o raise the tax, especially abi ; atime when the poor millions of India
BT, a.nxxously mql:mg forward for a further ‘reduction: of the tax. It must be -
‘_'_concede& on all haqdﬁ that, in the mterests of the poor “of India, the price of
. salb oa,nnoi'- be tod much cheapened As any- mcrease ‘therefore, of this tax will
- fall heamiy aupon ‘the masses of the people of the land, © I would strongly
. urge upon the-attention of this Congress the necessity of its entermg its strong -
_pxotest aga.mst any attempﬁ on the part of Government to raise the tax on salt.

SRS : Next comes ¢ The Import Duties.” The Customs Duties, you will remem-
?:i"'ber, were partmlly abofished by Lord Lytton's Government in 1878, and the rest,
z_.-those on ﬁner cottons, by its successors—«—enta.lhng upon India the enormons loss
" in the aggregate of a little over a million pomids. This large sum was taken from
. the half-starved people ofIndla and given away to the millionaires of Great Britain
" to secure to the party in power the votes of Tiancashire. The duties on the coarser
nmwaohshed as the mover of the proposition stated, not at a time when
 the finances-of the country were in a ﬂoanshmg condltlon, but at a crisis when
- the: country eould ill-afford té lose such & tevemue, " It must be bornein mind
* that . of all. moﬂ’es*‘ of - taxation indirect . taxation is the least offensive and the
.least.oppressive. - The 1mporh‘Dut1es on Ootton goods have ‘scarcely been ever
. felt and much’ less have been complamed of, "It was an act of gross injustice to
© poor fndis that, under the ples. of extendmg Free Trade, English manufactures
.-should be exempted from Customs Duties,: when- imported into India, while
Indlan products imported into England are still held liable to the same duties.
“‘(rovernment would have acted fairly by India if it kad prepared India to com-
pete successfully in ‘thes market with the machine-made earticles of England,
< 'befora it proceeded to do' away with the above duties raised for revenue purposes
only “The re-lmposzt:on of the cotton dutles, therefore, would not only meet
m a. greab .measure the ‘additional expendlture thrown on the Government
- India,  but ‘repair the fiscal injustice ' inflicted on this - country.
Furthermore, it would not be - ‘oppressive .- to the . people and . could
"be collected . unseen and unfelt If the  amount thus 'raised be
_insufficient to ‘meet . the _cost thrown ~ upon the Governmenf, then, I
“would suggest the extreme desu:a,blhty of remodellmg the License Tax, soas to
brmg the official and professional classes within the scope of its operation. It is
. the official and professional classes that benefit by the peace and . security of the
Bntmh rule - in India’ and it is they that contribute the leastto the revenues
" of the country. ' If the License Tax were so extended as to reach the official and
professional classes and if a judicious gradation of the tax were adopted much of
 the odmm now attachmg to this tax would be removed. :
L . " 18 '; g e
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Genﬂemen, I have a,lrea.dy trespa,ssed upon your pa.t1enee and exoeeded
the time allotted to me. I shall now leave the vest in the hands of Mr. Venkata
Subbarayudu Garu; the supporter of this proposition,. wh_o, I beheve has devoted
much time and attention to the study of thlé questlon. T AU S I S

With these few- observations I have grea.t pleesure m se;cgndmg the

RBSOIIHtIOD. moved by my friend Mr. J. UL Ja.]mk e

Rao Szheb Smgeragee _Venketa. ubbarayudu Pa.ntulu Ga.ru (Mesuh- '
patam) supported the Resolutlon in the followmf' speech et 0L e

, The subject is one of pa.ra.moun’t lmporta.noe If there 19 one sub;eet ‘
which affects us most it is taxation.- We admib ‘that & government ca,nnot be
carried on without taxing 1ts sybjects. - This is bub a truism. Tt is equally trus
_that heavy taxation impoverishes the people and defeats “its’ obJeet Ta.xa.mon, :
therefore, cannot proceed keyond a,oerta.m point.” That we. have rea.ehed this .
point has been admitted - -on ~all ha.nds. o T he .yecent - expression -
of a strong opinion on. thls ma.tter by:. Lord Ra.ndolph Churchill
in ‘his budget - speech = obviates.: call necesmty for giving - reasons
for this view. According to Dr. Hunter,” a -great authority on Indian .
statistics, forty millions of our eountrymen go through life wpon msufﬁmen!‘. food.
This number is gradually increasing. Unquestionably India is onecf the poorest
‘countries on the face of the earth . We are - subject  to permdxea.l famines, and -
each famine carries away three or four mllhon souls ; while.. it; reduees foa state
of utter destitution fifty or sixty- mllhons. The -average income per head has been
'a,scertaaned to be Rs. 27 per annump. Thls will not give one'- wholesome meal %
day. Elahtyupel‘ cent. ‘of the populationlive by holding or bllhngl&ﬂ@_ﬁ_’.[};g._ﬁ_lgg&hae—r
mosb heavily taxed has been pi1oved to. demonatratlon by the miserable:  condition -
of the egrleultural classes who form the backhone of our - country. . Additional
taxation in this dlreetxon is out .of the questlon,_ But even. grentmg that thls
is an overdrawn pleture of the eountry, and that the country is fairly - prosperous
| and wealthy, i5 will oceur to one - when additional taxation is proposed - what is -
_the necessity for it ? The answer to this question is furnished by the present: .
Secretary of State for India and other Russophoblsts. Itis bhxs-—Russm ‘wants -
to invade India which must be defended. : The best wa.y to defend India is to
fortify the North-West frontler by bulldmg -8, cha.m of forts from Karachi to. -
Peshawar and by increasing the standing army, Is . ik likely that- Russia will,
invade India ? Is the proposed method of defence a.bsolutely mdmpenmble for
safegnarding India | against Russian, aggression 2. _Russia. ig far away - from. us,’
‘Strong natural barriers and mdependent klngdome lie. between us.”” Russia’ 8
tinances are not in a solvent condition.. These c*rcumstanoes “alone wﬂl Buﬂ’lce
to dispel from the minds of a.ll rea.soneble men all delusmns of Russlen a.dva,nce :
against 1ndia. A
~ As to the second qnestion, the proposed method of defendmg Indla, is. -
utterly uncalled for and useless. ~ 1t has’ its advantages. I do not ‘deny. them, -
It will provide employment for lerge numbers of Europea.ns and Indians. It wxll
crcate a large demand for materials of varions descriptions in English and Indian
markets. Apart from thes?, I see no advantages derivable from it. This step con.. .
vinces Russia that the British Governinent is Very nervous about its . . position in
‘1ndia and that that Government has begun to feel that it is not suﬁimently strong
to resist her at least with the existing means of defence:. We have about 1,000
Native States small and large. They ma.mta.m an a.rmed foree of 38! "‘00 men.. Tho



British Indian army js by n» means sma.lL We have 60,000 British soldiers in
~ qur service, and nearly double that number of sepoys We have, therefore, a total
¢ forge of 180,000. . Discipline, and train the Native armies, give them arms of
" precision.- “You can withdraw. from the Native States 250,000 out of their381,000
\ toen and utilise them You w1ll ha.ve then a united force of about 500 ,000men. The.

“ternal peace of the country can ‘very well be preserved by the Police and
- Volunteer Corps, -Opposa this united army to Russia nof in Afghanistan but on
our North-West frontier. You will be able to annihilate the Russians. If our
; petemal and benevolent Government will adopt the policy of ‘trust and fear not,”
“not & pie need be spens on defensive militdry preparations. Gentlemen, we are .
s grateful nation. We feel gra.teful o the British Government, for the immense
~ benefits it has conferred upori us. . We know that that Government -is the only
fﬁ.one in the World tha.t could do us o'ood We know that the British nation is the
“richest 7" pation” * in * the- world.: We - know that it is to our ad- |

vantage to eontmue to be ruled by a nation, which possesses at once the bust
" form of constitutional Government and the greatest wealth on' the face on the
'1' globe, and that Government has made us what we are and has given us all the

“best mstltutlons we have a$ present. Thevefore, there is no. motive to be dis-
- Toyal. - ‘Disloyalty is forelgn to our nature. The history of the country proves
it beyond all doubt. - We consxder a king as a god on earth, Have we ever as
‘g "nation . tned to oust the? estebllshed Government in this country?
 Have we not orushed those deluded people, who under - an erroneous conception
supposed that. their religion’ was intentionally attacked ‘by the -introduc-

'trmﬁ greased ca.rhnd«es ? Has it not been a.dtmtted by impartial and englighten-
ed Enghehmen ‘that’~ their *Government  in this. country is "one by

“sufferance ¥ “If this has been so for nearly & eentury. what is there thea to ma,ke
NS d1eloya.l nuw 2. Eyery Enghsh ‘knowing Indian is' & patriotic soldier in the
- British cause.’ There are some Anglo-Indxa,ns who say that English education

“has a.wa.kened in us wishes snd aspirations which are inconsistent with existing
4 Government "There cannot be & more malicious and “unfounded calumny tha.n
-+this, 161 1s ‘the interest.of some of them to say so while othere are led away by

“ignorance. The generous English nation knows that we are peaceful, loysl and

Jaw abiding. Gentlemen, our position is this : we are the children of our beloved

mother’ Empress. ‘We have been passing through a long minority. Some of us

Tab least heve arrwed at_ majority,. We  solicit that those may in -
" admniinistrative * metters be ooneulted by the servants .of our mother.
Qur. a.ﬂeelnonete ‘mother - has most graomus]v promised to grant our
"prayer, - but . oor' elder- brothers, to whose care that good mother has

“committed us, continue to mlsrepresent that we  are not fit to participate with

F;bhem in the management of our affairs. We say this ought .t be set right, For
| saymg this, we are called disloyal. In the speech of Lord R. Churchill, there
. is & ‘passage which we should protest againsb. "'In proposing to increase the

‘Indiat Army, he said he wonld requ:re 20,000 sepoys and 10,000 British soldiers,

to keep the sepoys down. Bearing in mind that it is the Indian . .8epoy, who

is the main-stay of British ‘power here, it is a serious slur on his loyalty, I say

‘to my English brethren, that utterance of Lord Randolph Churchill, You take
the Bepoy to. Egypt to Ma.lta,, Afghanistan and what not. He renders most

‘praise-worthy * services. ' He has placed his country at your feet and he has

-destroyed his countrymen under your orders. You say you cannot do withe

-out him: But you decla,re that he ouoht not to be trueted! Is this fair ?



1

1s this just 2 Can this be British, fair pla.y 8 | beheve England and India
would not approve of that rash observation. What pains an Indian most is to -
gee that this policy of distrust has been growing. In the early days of the Com-"
pany’s rule, we had five' sepoys to one British soldier.  J ust before the mufmy we-
had three sepoys to one British Soldier. 'We have now two sepoysto one British -
soldier. Gentlemen, this state of things is grievous o us and descreditable to our
rulers. In the maftter of volunteering, the most loyal, pmtrxotlc and most regpec 6
aple children of the soil have not been trasted.  There ig no cause for “alarm.
There is no real necessity for augmenting the strength “of our army: or: for forti-
fying the frontier- You know, and know it only tioo well, that ourviews sre not the °
views of our rulers. I would therefore, say a few words es to what should
be done if additional - expenditure is. una.vo.deble in - the - defence ; -of
the country. The first effort of a  wise a.nd " benevolent .. - Govern-
ment, such as the one we have, should be to see .if sa.vmgs ca.nnoh “be' -
effected by .curtailing current expenditure. .. The wisdom of thls is” admitted and -
pnnted circulars gre constanly issued by our rulere on the sub]ect A chaprasee’
here, and a sweeper there, and an attendant *or * 4’ dufter-hund in a thitd place
have been dispensed with. This is' not: satlefactorv- In - epn;e of these' ‘orders-
existing departments have been " overgrowmg ‘and new ones *are brought into "
being. . I would ask that expend;ture in certain branches’ of the’ a.dmlmstratlon
may be retrenched at once. 1 will enumerate them if you Wlﬂ permlﬁ e T

1.  Carxy out the recommenda.tlons of the Snnla Axmy Oommlsm(;n :
Abohsh the Preeldency military comma,nds and ca.rry out the other Q_gg_estmns ?
ma.dr by tha.t Commission, This Wlll eﬁ’ect a samng of Rs 1 qo 00 OOU e

2. Pufiastop to guberna.tonal m:gra.tlons to olymplan hezghts.

3. Don’t undertake unremunera.twe pubhe works unless f.hey a.re zn-.-‘ ,
tended as protection against famine. LR )
4. Abolish the system OE Purchaslng ﬂtOTeS requlred for Indla 1n Eng-**«,
'le.ﬁd, . :
. 5. Gut down the ea.lanes of the Clvﬂ Servme Employ Na.twes la,rgely
Deputy Collectors can fan-ly do the work of Hea.d Assmta.nt Cellectors and Sub-ff

Collectors. - . R P
6. Dleeontmue pa.yment of subsldy to A.fgha.msta.n &nd stog entertam-n.
. ments a.nd dutbars T PO : 'r i T j"."»z :""".;‘ w

1f extravagance of expenditure be put a et0p to, en0ugh tnoney “will be -
found for useful and necessary expenditare. Othermse, we shall'; never: be- free.
from wart. 1f+ways and means should be devised, I would 8ay Te- -impose "thé cote-
ton duties. The unwise, step of abolition ' was taken by - & Conserva- -
tive Viceroy and reluctantly : completed ~ by . his.. Liberal . successor.: >
The free-trade principle - urged in support - of that etep Was - threa.dba;re:?;
pretext. If more revenue is wa.nted—-I don’t think it will be-—I say, extend the, :
licence tax to the official and professional: clagses ‘and fo incomes derived- frum :
stocks or public debt irrespective of the fact whether the holder thereof 11Vea m

¥

England or India. ' o e i L
Additional taxation and extravagent expendlture proceedmg smeul ‘L

taneously would involve the British Indian Government in financial - emba‘rra,ss-;""
| ment from which the Government will ﬁnd 1L' d:lﬂficul+ to extrlca.te 1tee1f These;i
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- financial difficulties and additional taxes will create an enemy in the shape of a

:';":_‘-'ea.nker within the bosom: of our paternal Government, and you know what it will
" do. The country will be impoverished ; cultivators will abandon their lands and

~ Government will follow their example and relinquish India. May heaven - forbid
* thig dire calamity. This will be worse than an invasion.by Russia ; therefore, the
 remedy proposed i is worse than the disease.. As for relsmg the salt tax, it is out of
. the- question. Woe are paying Balt Tax at & rate varying from 500 to 2,500 per

. cent on’ the cost of production.. - Men a.m':l live stock cannot live without it. We

.,_vegeta,na.n Indians absolutely need salt. * The average income of an Indian ryot
-.is & half pence per diem.” Why not Lancashire and B;rmmgha,m and York and
" others; ‘who'_nre benefitted by India, contribute to our defence fund ? Why
,_'.-Voa.nnot thm be done by revwlng the 1mport duties ? .

_ "-I.'gmll w1th your permlesmn, quote from Ra,nsome s work on “India and

how we Leep it : P A

e Now suppose fora moment tha.t We  werd expelled from India - or

abandoned } 1t ; what WOUld happen ? Would things go on as they are ? Certainly

not.” In the first case, ‘& terrible blow to the purchasing power of India- would

" be stuck in the desperate struggle that would certainly ensue before we are
- defeated; . and after we were gone, Russia would certainly endeavour by hostil®
- tariffs; to eut ns and our colonies ot of all share of what trade might be left In
. the second case, our -abandonment - of [ndia would certainly be followed by an
a.narohy such as on a small scale followed the withdrawal of the Romans from
Bnta.m 1,400 years ago. - In it all the work we have done for the material pree-
penty of the country Would disappear ; capital, would fly before its attacks; the
;. commercia
éi_:';;"dreg.m "

ospenty oﬁ Indla. built up with so much toil, would perish like &

“I need not pleture to you the ternble resulte to Engla,nd of such a

'-"-j-__;-?ca,tastgophe - We know some-*hlng of bad times. No bad times that wehave ever
~ known would be even ‘a shadow of what would ensue. Lancashire wouldbe utter-
~"1y ruined ; Yorkshire would fesl & terrible blow, and T hope you will agree with
Tme uhet when. 3 we think of whaﬁ .valug Indig is to. us in the present, and whata
“ihine of wealth it will be to our children and grand-children, that any one who
" for & moment suggests indifference to its fate, or stints his hand in doing what is
"+ needful for its maintenance, is trﬂmg with the well bemg, not only of his fellow
% ;"citlzens ‘bub of millions yet unborn "o :

Gentlemen. the f*me alloted to me has been exceeded Tcannot detain

. you any Ionger .80 I will close with these words that T would cordm.lly support

; - the resolution moved by Mr, Javerilal.

L, -

‘Mr. 8. H, Chlp]onkar proposed tha.t a rlderm the followmg words should

.- be a,dded fo the ' resolution asking for an Impenel guarantee to the Indian

:____:de‘bt —*“and, further that the Congrecs is of opinion that Grea.t Britain should

, seconder

_extend an Im perial guarantee to the Tndian' debt, ™

The Hon'ble. K. T. ‘Telang seconded the proposal, obaemng that the

.,--o.rguments in support of this view have been collected together in one of the
: '_;“Indla;n Leaﬂets" 1ssued during the last English Elecfions.

St

The nder was aecepted a8 part of the Resolutlon by the proposer and

RIS .'_19
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Mr. Dayaram Jethmal proposed as an amienciment that the words
“gecondly by the extension of the License Tax to the official asd professional
classes &c ' be omitted. - He said the extension of the License Tax in the. pro-
posed manner meant virtually the imposition of an.lncome Tax which he said was
very unpopular and distasteful. Ile said he did not mean that the present -
License Tax should be retained as it is. He was no advocate of the License Tax.
He thought the License Tax which affected the mercantile classes 4t present -
wag equally bad. He objected on principle most strongly to any increase of taxa-.
tion. The Resolution as worded would have the effect of proving to Government
an unobjectionable way of raising a tax in his country. 1t could be understood
very well how advantage would be taken of the expression of such views by the =
Congress. The Government does not sometimes mind acting on the - principle,
“give an inch and take an ell,”” The * if” in the Resolution was not enough. The -
Resolution pointed out the ways and means to carry out the proposal for an in-
creased army expenditure, and was inconsistent with the Resolution on that ques.
tion. The Government would necessarily impose an" Income Tax and increase”
the army. That would be the effect of the Resolution. ~ ~ "~~~ "« -

The amendment was seconded by Mr. Oodharam but on being put to the
vote was lost, ' : SN T

The original Resolution then with the rider was put to the vote and
carried. ' , S e o
Mr. P. M. Mehta agked leave to bring in a motion about the Burman
question, and in doing so said that he would not go into the question of the an-"
nexation which he thought was unwise, unjust and immoral. But he would ':.'only'
look at the matter from the Indian point of view. Lord Dufferin has said thaf the
weakness of our North West Frontier disables him from giving a8 much atten- |
tion as he would like to give to home affairs. What will be the result, when we
have similar trouble on our North East Frontier slso? He would say that if T
annexation was decided upon, they should make Burmah a Crown Colony; and g
then with Ceylon in the South and Burmah in the East, they could ask with
greater strength and reason far more liberal institutions in India than .’ ghe"ho‘w-
possesses. S o Lo e

7 These remarks were received with so much applause that the Presi-
dent said he would take the applause as equivalent to a graunt of leave 'to n:ia,ke'.f?'.
the motion which was :—** That this Congress .deprecates tho annexation of. -
Uprer Burmah and considers that if the Government unfortunately decide:'(.m/ .
| az:}nexatxon, the entire country of Burmah should be separated from the Indjan
Viceroyalty and constituted a Crown Colony, as distinct in all matters from the -
Governmert of this e.ounl:ry3 as Ceylon.”? ' L . R

Rao Bahadur Krishnaji Luxman Nulkar (Poons) seconded the motion .
made by Mr. P M. Mehta. ¥e said he was glad( the angress. was t:ki;?#lgg )
this burnmg subject, as he thought it was the duty of the Congress " to do so.
The financial burdens under which India is groaning are duein a most serious;
tneasure to the First Afghan war. The annexations of Sindh ‘and the Pun-.
jaub  wcre the outcome of that war—aad the aggressions of Russia
might be said to be traceable to those early aggressions of our own British
G.rovernmbent. :We must, therefore, raise our yvoice against these aggres- '
sions which are in character precisely similar, The difficulties occasioned will be
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o such as will defy any remedy being applied. TLere will be increased taxation
... for the necessity of fortifications at the North East forntier will arise much earlier
than it did in the case of the N. W. frontier. The course of this Buirman busi-
~ ness show indifference in the first instance,and then all of a sudden a change,and

-a declaration of war for the interests of trade. If the annexation isin then ;nte-
_rests of trade, let the oountry be made a Colony, and add British Burmah to that
Colony, if that is thought. expedient.

[A member] Burmah is a paying provmce

- "I doubt that. If was similarly said that the Punjaub was a paying pro-
j:vmce, but the accounts show a very different result. For, it must be remembered
. thatin consequence of the annexation of the Punjaub the frontier military expen-
~ diture had to be increased. This sort of ‘ncreased expenditure is generally omitted
= from the oaloula.tlon when "the remuneratxve character of annexed provinces is
- talked of ' '
The Hon’ble s Subrahman_;a, Iyer nsked whether 1{: was desirable to
i retam tho earlier part of the resolution. ~ Might not the Congress merely content
itself with saying that if unfortunately the decision of che authorities is to be as
threatened, Indla. ouOht not tobe affected or disturbed by the effects of such a
decrsmn ? o
. Mr Swa.mma,th Iyer and professor Sundara Raman spoke in support
of th1s suggest.lon
' “ -~ Mr. P. M. Mehta pointed out that the adoption of this suggestion might
exhlblt the force of the opposition to the annexation policy-as being weaker than
.+ it really was. This view being then accepted by the Hon’ble Subrahmanya Iyer
._,a.nd others the Resolublon ‘wag passe] unanimously. '

M.r Murlidhar (Umba.lla.) then rose to propose the Eighth Resolution:—
'I ha.t the Resolutions proposed by this Congress be communicated to the political
o associations in each province, and that these associations be requested with the
* help of similar bodies and other- agencies within their respective provinces to
~abopt such measures as they may consider calculated to advance the settlement
of the various questions dealt with in these Resolutions”

o _ Mr. Murlidhar said that the Congress must take some steps to give effect
”_to the Resolutlons passed. . Their opponents were sure to mlsrepresenh and per-
_haps vilify them. And, therefore, it was necessary that the opinion of the intel=
- ligent classes among their countrymen should be brought out upon all thesubjects

- 'disoussedby the Congress. .
- Mr. H. H. Dhmva. (Sura.t) seconded this resolutlon and it was carried
unammously _

S . It was next proposed by Mr Hume and seconded by the Hon’ble
'S, Subramanya Iyer :—That the 1ndian National Congress reassemble next year
" in Calcutta a.nd sit on Tuesday, the 28th of December '8+6, and the succeeding
| 'da.ys "

: The Hon’b]e Subra,ma,nya Iyer in seconding thc Resolution said that
© Madras would be most ready to welcome the Congress, if they were pleased to fix
. Madras as their next place of meeting- But he thought Calcutta was the

appropriate place for the purpose.
.~ The Resolutlon was carried unammously
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- The President said he could say on beh&lf of - bis bre hren of Weng&L%
{hat though owing to various unfortunate and accidental gircomstances * Bengal
was nob largelv represented at this Congress as was to be demred ‘that the
Congress had the warm sympathy of thas Premdency wh:ch would gwe them a»
cordial welcome when they met there next year.. -~

Mr. G. Subramanya Iyer then proposed and Mr S A gmhotrl seconded
the propomtlon —_«That the thanks of the Congress be ‘offered fo the " Ma,mglng |
Committee and officers of the Gokuldas Tejpal Charltlese for their kmdness in
allowing the use of the - Gowalia Tank House tothe Congress, and in rendermg
other valuable assistance to the Members, as also to the Secretaries of the" Bom- -
bay Presidency Agsociation and those associated with them.” : Mr. Murlidhar in
supporting the proposition said he had one ‘cBmplaint to make agalnsthls Bombay

friepds. He charged them with theft. - They had robbed hlm of hlS hea.rt
The Resolution was carried by a.ccla.ma.tlon. o s

The Hon’eble K. T, 'lela,ng in respondmg se,ld tha.t 1b had been & great
disappointment to Poona that owing ot untowaa‘d circumstances the place of the -,
meeting had to be changed after their prepara.tl ons had made considerable progress.:

The Trustees of the Gokuldas Charities also deserved sPeclal +hanks for shelr help
in the maftter rendered ab excesswely short notice. .

A cordial vote of thanks to the President for his very able conduet
. the.chajr.was then-proposed by Mr.- P. M. Mehts and carried by acc]a.matlon ‘
Three cheers were next called for Mr. A. 0 Hume which ha.vmq been gwen H

. Mr. Hume, after al.chn(:)va;vledg;u:inr the honour doue hun, sald that as
the giviog of cheers had been éntered on he must be allowd to " propose, on the

principle of better late than never, the giving " of cheers, - a

- uha and that : not onlyj
three, but three times three, and if possible thrice that, for one: the

latchet of whose shoes he was unworthy to looee, one to whom they were all dear,

to whom they were all as chxldren—— need he sa.y Her Most Gra.cxous Malesty, the
Queen Empress. _' e L \

e

The rest of the speaker 8. remarks were lost in the storm of appla.use

that instantly bursé out and the asked for cheers were g:ven over and over nr*am
\\1th a vehemence and enthusiasu rarely equa]led

R * . The Conrmss was then dlssolved
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APPENDIX A

Bt Wt
Adoption of the foregoing Resolutions in all parts of the countnry.

The foregoing Resolutions were widely circulated in the larger towns in
all parts of the country and new public meetings or meetings of existing
associations were held for the purpose of considering them. In most places all
the Resoluiions were unapimously adopted; in one or two, there was a difference
of opinion as regards the total abolition of the “India Council” and as regards
the necessity of a stay in England on the part of selected candidates for the
Civil Service. Both these points were referred to in the debates of the Congress
(see pp. ©3, 69, 101, supra). And itis probable that with the explanations
afforded by the debates, which of course were not generally available at the time,
these differences of opinion may be found to be smaller than they are at present,

Communications have been received from the following places, showing
the acceptance of the Resolutions of the Congress.

Dengal—Berbampur, Bhagalpur, Balasore, Cuttack, Mymensing, Dacca, Rajsh-
aye, Bankipore.

Bombay.—Ahmadabad, Ahmadnagar, Alibag, Belgaum, Carwar, Dhulia, Hydva-
bad (Sindh), Karachi, Poona, Ratnagiri, Satara, Solapur, Surat, Thana,.

N. W, Provinces and Oudh.—Allahabad, Benares, Bulandshahar, Fyzabad, Luck-

DOW. ‘ | '

Madras.—Adoni, Anantapur, Ariyahir, Bapatla, Bezvada, Calicut, Chintalpudi,
Coconada, Coimbatore, Cuddalore, Cuddappah, Erode, Gooty, Guntur,
Kulitilai, Kuwnbakonam, Madras, Madura, Manargudi, Masulipatam,
Melar, Mettapollium, Mylapore, Negapatam, Palabur, Panruti, Rajahi-
mandry, Sattur, Srirangam, Sinckerrydoorz, Tanjore, Tinnevelly,
Tiruchangad, Trichinopolly, Triplicane, Trivellore, Vellore.

At Bapatla, the majority of the meeting resolved:—*Thut there ought
to be a Council with enlarged powers to check the action of the Secretary of
State, or, in case of this not being possible, the present Council should stand as it js.”

At Ahmedabad, Anantapur, Calicut, Guntar, and Masulipatam, there
wus & difference of opinion as to the necessity of selected candidates for the Civil
Service staying in England. At Anantapur, the following proposal was carried—
« That the successful candidates in India my be sent to Englaud, for further
study, and allowed there to appear {cr such further exawminations as may seem
needful, provided, however, that being sent to England should not be comnpulsory,
and those who prefer going to England should be entitled to full pay, and those
that do not only two-thirds pay of the post to which they are appointed.” At
Calicut, the following resolution was proposed but rejected by a majonty. < And
that the successful candidates in England should be sent to India for further
study, and subjected Lere to such further examinations as may seem needful.”

At Calicut, two members dissented from the Resolution about Military
Expenditure.

At Masulipatam, the resolution to extend the License Tax to the legal
profession was objected to by a wajority of the meeting on the ground that the
Government already levied an entrance fee from members of the Profession and
that there was a Manicipal Tax imposed upon them.

30
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APPENDIX.- B.
Political Progress fn India -
(FroM THB * Trues’s” Boxpsy f.Gomsmnnznff)j.j
Times’s Weekly Edition, Feb. 5th 1886, = .
P - " BOMBAY, Dec. 31
The people of Bombay claim as the motto for their city * Iirbe prima in
Indis,” and it is really not without reason.- - 'When the agifation over the Ilbert
Bill was at white heat, and in Caloutta not only race division, but even division
between English and English rendered social intercourse almost irrpossible, still
the natives in Bombay kept their heads cool and discussed the question great
representative meeting in the Town-hall with a discretion and moderation “that
left nothing to be desired. ‘At the tims of Lord Ripon’s departare - they showe
themselves capable of organizing an ovation which hot merely delighted the
sympathizers with the recent benignant rele, but'. still more ' startled the great
mass of Anglo-Indians as the first proof that the natfives of India are resally
capable of» national movement. =~ = - 0 { il :
This last weck the Bombay leaders have | again given * proof of their
organizing power. They brought together a National Congress composed of dele-
gates from every political society of any importance. throughout the country.
Seventy one members met together; 29 great districts sent spokesmen. The whole
of India was represented from Madras to Lahore, from Bombay to Calcutta.
or the first time, perhaps, since the world began India as a nation met together.
ts congeries of races, its deversity of castes, all seeméd to find common ground
in their political aspirations. Only one . great rase was ° conspicnous - by
its absence ; the Mahomedans of India were not there. They remained stead-
fast in their habitual separation. They certainly *do not yield to either
Hindu or Parsee in their capacity for development, but they persistently refuse
to act in common with the rest of the Indian subjects of the Queen-Empress..
Not only in their religion, but in their schools, and almost all their collegas, and
all their daily life they maintain an almost haughty reserve. The reason is not-
hard to find. They cannot forget that less than two centuries ago they were the
- dominant race, while their present rivals in progress.only counted as so many.
millions of tax paying units who contributed each his mite to- swell the glory of
Islam. : . LA

But, in spite of the absence of the followers of - the ..Prbbh;t, this was a
great representative meeting last week. - The delegates were” mostly lawyers,-
school-masters, and newspaper editors, but there were some notable exoeptions. "
Eiven supposing those three professions alone provided the delegates, the meeting
would fairly represent the education and intellectusl power of India. And now let -
us see What they did, what was the outcome of ' this important gathering, They
discussed_ politics alone ; not & word'was said of socia] reform. They evidently had
a‘ﬁrm belief that a nation could be made happy by Acts of Parliament, for a.ll“they
discussed and all they demanded was political power and politioal changes. A
tone of most absolute loyalty pervaded all the proceedings ; the Empress was rap-
tarously applauded, and many nice things were said of the beneficont efféot of
British rule, Education and material prosperity, order, seourity, and good
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. Government were all incidentally wentioned as causes of gratitude towards the
. present rulers. But such allusions were only by the way. Every desire was
~ <concentrated on political advancement and an immense increase of the share af,
present given to the natives of India ianthe Government of their own coun-
~try. The question of their ability to govern themselves was never even
touched by the iwisest of the speakers. 'The major premiss of all the
. arguments seemed to be * Every Hindoo is a born administrator. 1t is mere
Western folly to think that representative government is an act which only comes

by long political training in all the lower stages of 2 citizen life and the patient
-selection of the fittest.” Much stress was l2id on the need of & monster
N Commlssmn of Inquiry into the whole existing administrative fabric. The vials
of paﬁrmﬁlc wrath were opened on the Indian Council, and a standing Committee
- of the House of Commons was thought a panacen for all evils, But though there
‘was much crude talk, much of that haste which only makes delay, and uhat
- ignorance which demands premature concesssions, there was also much of most
noble asplrahon and a sense of patriotism and na,tlona.l unity which is a new

depa.rture in the races of the East
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Tho India.n Congress
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e

. Bombay has been making, a noteworﬁhy eﬁ‘Ort to substa.ntla.te 1ts clalm to
be the leading city of India. At the end of last year it wa.s the gethermg -place of
a National Congress, brought together from all pa.rts ~of the country for the
discussion of public affairs. If is atBombay, therefore, that Indla has for the
first time given proof of the existence of a national life and spirit.’" In, India, a8
elesewhere, there is abundant room for improvement, not altoge er; perhaps,
in the directions to which the Congress points, nor by the ‘methods. in_ which it .
chiefly trusts. The resolutions cover s wide ground.. Some. of them We very .
heartily approve. Others appear to us 'something more than questionable,  But-
from first to last there is one common idea running throggh them.: The Congress
is not satisfied with the slender political power Wh]ch the Natives of India possess.
Tt demands for them a larger share in the deleberative: and ‘executive’ functions '
of Government. The memory of Lord. Ripon’s ‘administration is stlll held in -’
honour at Bombay, and the Congress there met has glven utterance 10 aspirations
which Lord Ripon has had no small share in encouragmg On the representive .
character of the late Congress our information is not, precise.” Qur correspondent -
teils us who were . there and who were. not there.” Every imuportant . political
society in Indis sent itsdelegates to Bombay, but of whom these political societies
consist. and for whom they can claim righti to speak we are not told. One great sect-
ion of the native population was conspiciously not there.” No Mahomedan ook any .
part in the proceedings. The members present were drawn, " for ‘the most part,
from three orders—-native lawyers, native school-masters and native newspaper
editors. There were some notable exceptions, but the rule was as we have . said. .
1t is what-we might have expected before hand. The work of the 'Congrees ‘has
certainly been entrusted to the hands most likely to be found capable of perform-"
ing it and most forward in offering themselves for it," A more mixed assembly

would have been less com petent, perhaps but its- cla.lm to be representatwes all
round might have been admitted with less doubt, ' . S

The first resolution of the Congress was in favour of & Roya.l Commmsnon
of Inquiry into the working of the Indian’ Admm]stratlon “ There " is: good -
ground for the request. It is now nearly thirty years since the government of |
the country wasstransferred from the East India Company to the Crown, and for -
go long a time no such inquiry has been held. In former days it was of regular -
‘periodical recurrence as often as the time came fora renewal of the Company 8
charter. The need for it has been now recognized. The Commission for which.
the Congress asks was mentioned in the Queen’s speech, and, since Mr. Grladstone
has signified his strong approval of it, we may expech that it W111 be issued what-
ever political part may be in power.” It is a matter of course that the . people of
India will be represented ugon ib, and that all available evidence will be taken to-
guide the Commissioners to a judgment upon the whole case. How far the results
of the inquiry will correspond with the hopes of the Congress is a wholly different
question. The delegates have skefched in advance a scheme of reforms or changes.
which they wish to see carried into effect. First and foremost, and as a necessary
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preliminary to all other reforms, the Indian Council is to he abolished, - gnd:
-.its place to be taken by a Standing Committee of the House,of’com-f
mons. In India itself the Supreme Legislative Council and the severa] ﬁrovin!
cial Councils are to be expanded by the admission” of & .considerable number of
: elec.ted_members_. Thus reformed, they are to have a Decessary voice on alj
questions of finance, and a right to interpellate the executive on all points bf ad-

- ministration. If prdtesﬁs are raised and overruled, the'protesting members are to
have a right of appeal to the Standing Committee by which the present Indian
- Council is to be replaced. - Changes are next proposed in the rules for the exami-
* nations of candidates for the Indian Civil Service. The Congress asks, inter dlia,
thas these examinations should be held in England and in India simultaneously,
. andthatthe admi_ssible age of competing candidstes should be 23 at least. As regards
finance, the Congrese holds that the increased and, as it believes, the needless
. _demandé for more military expenditure are most properly to be met by retrench-
" ment in other branches. Buf if this is not done, and if more money must be:
~ raised, the Congress looks -in the first: place to a re-imposition of the customs
" duties, and secondly to extension of the licence tax. This second demuand: has.
~ been granted.. The Income Tax Bill was passed after a short debate, in the
~course of which the various restricting amendments proposed fo it were lost.
: The final demand of the Congress that Great Britain should extend a guarantee
to the Indian debt has not been granted in terms, and is not likely to be. But
- while the English rule exists in India, there is enough of a practical guaraotee to
- give absolute safety to the bond-holders,  The Congress is further prepared to
- offer advice on the Burmese question. Its objection to the annexation of Upper
.. Burmah comes a little too late Its claim that all Burmah should in any case be
. “separated from India and should be constituted a Crown colony includes matter on
- which it has an imperfect right to speak. The separation of Burmah and the conse-
_ quent loss of the Burmah surplus revenne it may very properly ask. But what is
. to be done with the country afterwards it is for FEngland rather than for India to
- determine. The approaching visit of the Indian Viceroy to Mandalay will put
him in a position to give advice on this'matter. ‘
" The first question which this geries of resnlutions will suggest is whether
- India is ripe for the transformation which they involve. If this can be answered
in the affirmative, the days of English rule are numbered. If India can govern
itgelf, our stay in the country is no longer called for. All we havefo dois to
_ preside over the construction of the new system and then to leaveit towork. The
lawyers and schoolmasters and newspaper editors will step into the vacant place
- and will conduct affairs with no help from us. Those who know India best will be
. the first - to recognize the absurd impracticability of such a change. But it isto
. nothing less than this that the resolutions of the Congress point. If they were
carried out, the result would soon be that very little would remain to England
_ except the liability which we should bave.assumed for the entire Indian debf.
Then, howaver, would be the time at which the representative character of the
late Congress would be subjected to a crucial fest. Our correspondent tells us
that the delegates fairly represent the education and intellectual power of India.
- That they can talk, and that theycan write, we are inno doubt atall. The
- whole business of their lives has been a training for such work as this, But that
they can govern wisely, or that they can enforce submission to their rule,
. wise or unwise, we are not equally sure. That the entire Mahomedan
21 . ’
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population of India has steadily - refuse& to ha.we a.nythmg fo do
with them is a sufficiently ominous fact. = Even if the" proposed changes
were to stop short of the goal:to which. they. obviously tend, - thiey would -
certainly serve to weaken the vigour of the Executive and: to. make the good
government of the country a more difficult business than it ‘has ever. beex.... . The .
Viceroy's Council already includes some nomma.te_d native members.. To throw it
open fo elected members, and to give minonties a statutable right to be heard
before a Parliamentary Committee, would be an mtro&uctzon of Howe RuIe for
India in about as troublesome a form as could be devised.. Do Wh&t we will the
goveroment of Iadia cannot be made "constitational.” Jdf i wmks well, ‘neither )
England nor India caa have sny reason to be dissatisfied with it.".The educa.ted
classes may find fault with their exclusion from full . political rights. . Political
privileges they canobtain in the degree in which they prove themselves desemng{
of them. But it was by'force that India was won, and it is by force that India
must be governed, in whatever hands the govemmenb of the .country may_ be
vested. If we were to mﬁhdraw, it would bé in- favour nok of the most finent -
tongue or of the most ready pen, but the strongest arm’ and. the sha.rpesb sword, -
It would perhaps, be well for the. members. of the late- Congress to reconsider -
' thelr posztlon from jshm practical pomt oﬁ vlew )

Lw
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APPENDIX D.

 The Hon ble K. T. Telang's Letter to “ The Times " dated Sth March 1886,
touching the remarks made in the foregoing correspondence about the
' Mahomedan commumty and Soocial Reform

' TO THE EDITOB. OF “ THE TIMES.'

: Su',-——The letter of your Bombay Correspondent dated 3lst December
last rega.rdmg the Indian National Congress, together with your editorial article
_based upon it, has been read here with much interest. The members of the Cong-
: ress have not much reason to complain of the account of their work given by your

orrespondent, and they must feel grateful to you for the amount of sympathy
_manifested in your remarks upon it.' At the same time it seems probable that
some of the conclusions arrived at in your article would bave been modified, if
. §OmMe further details of the proceedings of the Congress had been brought to your

, notme ' As one of the Secretaries-of the Congress, therefore, and with the approval
of the President, 1 beg to send you some pa.rtmula,rs regarding two important
pomts ma.de in your article. :

, The first pomt is in reference to your remark that the Mahomedans of
IndJa. were conspicuous by their absence at the Congress. Althoagh it must be
" admitted that the Mahomedan community was not adequately repersented at our
- meeting, your remark i8 not a,ltogther an accurate one. Two leading Mahomedan
" gentemen did attend the Congress, #iz., My, RM. Sayani and Mr. A.M. Dharasi.
-. Both ofthese gentlemen are graduates of the Umversﬂ:y and attorneys of standing
“at the High Covrt of Bombay. Mr. Sayani held the office of Sheriff of Bombay last
. year; was & member of the Khoja Law - Commission appointed by Government
. gome years ago;and has formany years pest been a memLerof the Municipal Corpora-
tlon and Town Council of Bombay. ' Mr. Dharamsi, also, is a member of the
Munmlp&l Corporamon of Bombay. Further the Hon. Mr. Badroodin Tyabji, a
“.member of the Legislative Council at. Bombay, and Mr. Cumroodin Tyabji would
" have attended the Congress, had they not been absent from Bombay at the time
- the Congress was sitting. Mr. Badroodinis Chairman of the Managing Committee
Jand Mr. Cumroodin one of the vice-presidents of the Bombay Presidency
~ Association, which," in . concert with the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha, convened
"the . Congress.; As regards the other - provinces, causes similar to the
above indicated must doubtless have operated with .greater force. Aud it
} ‘must be remembered that this Congress was the first of its kind, acd natur-
" ally, therefore, there were some shortcomings. But we feel confident tha.t next year,
when the assemblage will be at Calcutts, the Mahomedan community will be re-
presented"a,s it befits its numbers and importance. The second point relates to the
_ omission of social reform irom the proceedings of the Congress. Asregards this,
it 1s to be observed that the main object of the Congress was a political one. But
- when the programme of business was informally discussed by the members, they
- desided that after the subjects for which they had specially assembled were dispos-
ed of, questlons of social reform should be considered if there was time. As it-
happened there was no time to do this, becuuse several of our memberswere oblig-
ed to lea,ve for their respectlve homes on the third day of our meetmg But on that
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day a very ea.rnest social reformer, Divan Bahadur aR whmm.th an oE Ma.dra,s,
gave an eloquent address on social questlons and he - was - followed - by another
eminent reformer, the Hon. M. G. Ranade, of this Premdency You will probably
consider that the importance of+social reform is even more _powerfully- recognised
when it is eagerly discussed by persons avoweiﬂ y a.ssembled for another . burpose
than when it is taken up in ordinary cour e a8 parh of a. 'orma.l progra.mme I
hope you will give insertion to this in your ‘journal.”
- High Court, Bombay,.* } -

_ 1 am, &c., o
9th March.

KT TELANG.
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APPENDIX E.
_ . . . N -E' a@ A‘.s ﬁe- ) . -~ -
'I‘elegramg d_eép_atched byﬁtl_le Indian National Telegraph Union to London.
. -, . . (Tothe Daily News)
cad R T 1885,

No.- 1. On 15th April —The Association* duringthe present political
crisis has received from all parts of the country strong and universal assurances
of sympathy with England. - The feeling of the Indian Princes and people was
never more loyal. All the principal Indian Princes including Cashmere, Holkar
Mysrore;-Soindia.. Gaikawad, Nizam, have voluntarily offered their cordial co-’
operation. People everywhere showing enthusiasm with British rule against
Russian pggression... Native = volunteering advocated everywhere and. by the
.whole of the Native Press. Offers have been made to the Viceroy by 400 prin-
‘cipal Natives of 'the Bengal Presidency consisting of Zemindars, barristers
officials, graduates, to enlist. In the Madras Presidency enlistment hag al'rea,dy’
corcmenced. A similar feeling is manifested in- Bombay, Poona and elsewhere,
"This unprecedented manifestation is everywhere regarded as a striking justiﬁca.:
‘tion of the policy of the Royal Proclamation as carrisd out and brought home to
the people during TLord Ripon’s Administration. This Association gave Lord
'Reay an address of welcome which while pointing out the necessity of varigug
internal reforms unreservedly expressed~'confidence in and sttachment to the
_British Government, -~ = | '
e L 2. On. 7th May «—Creat satisfaction felt at determination of Govern-
‘ment to avoid war: if possible. Every confidence in the Gladstone Ministry on
“ this point. No danger of Native loyalty being impaired by peace with Rugsig
War would retard internal reforms happily commenced by Lord Ripon Whic];
bave evoked such marked good-will . throughout the country. The desire to
support Government by Volunteering becoming stronger and.more general,

8. On 30th July :—Native community view with great alarm rumoureg
establishment British Cantonment Kandahar, because it will paralyse peace
negotiations and suggest forward movement. on part of Russia, because eyep
though Amir may consent it will involve coraplications with Afghan people, be-
_cause it will entail sericus and useless exira expenditure. Country already
suffering from retrenchments necessitated by recent preparations for war, Many
~ useful and popular schemes checked for warts of funds. _ o
© Great satisfaction at Lord Churchill’s renewed declaration in favour of
inquiry into Government of India Act, 1858. Strong feeling in favour of reform
" or alterations of Indian Council. Fresh nominations to council deprecated.
_ (To NMn. John Slagg, 4. P,)

4. On 8th June :—Grealb satistaction here at your motion for iu(juiry |
into Government of India Act, 1858. Subject much discussed by Native Presg.
Steps being taken to hold meetings and petition Parliament thereon. Fawcett’s
opinion strongly upheld, namely, Parliamentry inquiry into Act extremely im-
portant work for new Parliament. . ' o '

* Thig telegmm rwa;s despatobed by the Bombay Presidency Association on bebalf of the
I. N, T. Uoion, - ’
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5. On 5th August +On Indla.n '.Budgei Beba.te Ple"'se bnng o motnon
for Parliamentary inquiry mto Government of ]nd1 2 Act.- Feeling a8 unst Indian

Councll una.mmOllS o e e T T e TR 31::5 ‘“ tne i.s«_-:_*;:l-.'._;"f-f

To thoDaily Newa SR R

6 On 27th August .—-—Teleg:ephxc s-ummary Lord B mdol ph's Budget

Sneech w1dely discussed by Native Press..Full text anxiously awaited  now
‘ recewed Attack on Ripon’s frontier and financial pohey unanimously condemao-
ed by Native public opinion. Bombay Gazette, . .influential . and: 1mpa.1t1ai
éxpouent  of Anglo- Indian - opinion, . ela.bomtely cxposes - exaggerations’
. 4nd misstatements of speech which it ¢alls thoroughly partisan. .Between
fronlier pollues adopted by Beaconsfield and Gladstone Governments, to-hesi-
taticn here.  Thoroughly understood that former policy . chimerical, dangerous,
designed rather to gratify army and portion of oﬁiclal blera.rchy than “safegard
interests of India. Situation not really changed by advance “of Russia long
foreseen on Merv. Leading sentlment of Afghans tear of losing mdeppndenee now..
threatened "of Russian advarce. “Phus their - present friendly. temper towards
English alliance furmshes rema.rkable eonﬁrma.tlon of wisdom  of resolutlon to
evacuate Kandahar and aba.ndon forward policy... Slmlla,rly, present dlspommon
of 1ndian people so radically different from what it was under Lytton undenlable
* fruit of Ripon's farsighted and liberal domestlc policy. - -Such policy- best “pre-
paration for -securing safety of -empire by. developlng resources, ‘conci-
listing affection of all  classes, and avoiding . costly aggressive” enterprises..
Additional perrna.nent military expendlture of two millions viewed with great
anxiety. Increased military stren ath should. be . sought in preperatlone within "
Indian frontier, utilising suppors of Nablve volunteers, and he] p eordmlly o&ered
by Na.fave Pnnces o Pt e e Fom gt b L e

B *A

‘ Promrsed inquiry into system of Indla.n Government and decla.red rea.dl— ;
ness to listen fo enlightened Indian opinion regarded with “satisfaction ; but” all
feel that promlsed boons but emyty shadows 'if disastrous policy - of Lytton
Strachey reglme adopted by present Government and forced on Indlan people

7. On 4th September —-—Large enthusiastic meetmg last Wednesday for
Fawcett Memorial, Lord Rea.y presided, all classes joined.. Great stress laid on _
Fawcett's advocacy of economy in Indian’ finance. = Gratitude expressed for his
disinterested and distinguished services to India. Influential representatlve
Comuittee appointed to collect funds and determine form of Memorial. Sympathy -
expressed and support  promised by Provineial - centres.” Nawab' of Junaghad -
subscribed £1: 0.  One speaker remarked amidst voc1fer0us a ppla.use tha.t 1f Indm,
and Inglaad united as Fawcett wished, they might defy 100 Russias, -

8. On 11th September-—Government proposal “to add 30 000 men_ to
peace effective Indian army, besides large expenses on frontier defences - and -
Railways, has created g-neral alarm. Necessity of: this expenditure disputed,
and generally felt that burden will be unendurable. Thoroughly understood that
domestic reform and developing country & Tesources ust be laid aside, Also,
general fear that present Government in permanent power may under military
nfluences be tempted or driven into wasteful perilous * foreign - policy -
from which Elections of 1880 delivered India. Lord ~Randolph's recent
speeches grieved and surprised people a8 nob- showing’ mdependence
expected from one having personal  experience of Indian - opuuon. _‘
He now appears as mouthpiece of small official clique hostile to Ripon.
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9. On 171k September :~~Active movement "in India to bring Indian
t{)plos before Electors of United Kingdom:- Delegates already left.

L

Dadabhai. Naoroji nominated - to Legislative Council. - Lord Reay’s
‘ nonimataon of him and Madhev Govind Ranade hlgh]v approved everywhere,

_ 10, On 17tk September —Brlt.lsh Indian Assocla.tlon, Indian Association

.of Calcutta, Mahajan Sabha of Madras, Poona’ _Sarvajanik Sabha, Sind Sabha
have joined this Association * in united movement to bring Indian topics before
British Electors. This Association held important meetlng and adopted General
Appeal to Electors urgmg fulﬁlment of Parliamentary and Royal p]edges with
Parhamentary inquiry how far a,lready redeemed. Confirmed appointment of
Delegates to London from Calcutta, Madras and Bombay. Gratitude expressed
to Bright and Hartington and goodwﬂl for candidature of Slagg, Ghose, Digby,
Phear and others Teinple and others not 1eoogn_1:.ed to represent ]ndla,n inte-

‘yests. . T S

Lo “11.°0n Tth October : :—Madras MahajAn Sabha held meeling, to
bring Indlan guestions before Br:h:sh Eisctors, adopted Rajah Sir Madhevrao's
instructions to Indian Delegates + to gratefully acknowledge benefits of British
Rule ; solicit greater attention to Indian affairs, synpathy for Indian feelings and

| &splra,tlons plead for moderate taxation necessaries of life, and security of land
tennre ; explain material benefits from connection of India and England placing

relmnce on British wisdom, justice and generosity.

-12, On 14th October :—Native Press intelligently dlSOUSbES and condemns
proposed increased Military expenditure. No evidence showing increase required
for necessary effective strength. . '

13, On 26th September :— Public warned against telegrams tending

‘promote war with Burmah. Alleged provocation disputed between Bombay

"Burmah Tra.dlng Company and Burmah Government about sale of timber, Indian

" tax payers’ mterest not sufficient Justlfy war. Shareholaers accepted risk to profit
by monopoly. . o '

. 14, On 5th November .—Times’s Calcutta Correspondent misinformed
in asonbmg partisan motives to Indian Deleo'a.tes Mission. Objects fully explain-
ed in this Association’s prooeedmns and reply to Sir Jamshed;i Jeejeebhoy’s
resignation. Printed copies nowin Delegates’ " hands for distribution. Native
Press condemns Sir Jamshedji’s action. : : '

.- Sir Charles Aitchison’s appointment of Native Judge, Punjaub Chief

Court, given great satisfaction in Punjaub and generally approved.

~ Public feeling against appointment of Resident at Kashmir. Late
Maharaja opposed it as aﬁectlng his posﬂuon New ’\Iaharajah assiduous af
a.dmmlstra,tlve reforms, :

, 15. On 20tk November —Indian pubhc expresses hearty gratitude at
sympathetic receptions Indian Delegates in England. Large audiences assem-
bled to hear them very gratifying as showing readiness of British people to hear
Tndxa s appeal even during election turmoils,

. Burmah War viewed. with disfavour by Indian opinion and annexation
protested against as causing complications, King Theebaw’s misconduct in-
sufficient ground for depriving Burmese people of independence.

' ' * Bombay Presidency Association.
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(To the Manager Press Assooiatldn.) .

]
.

16. 011: 31st December :—Indian National Congress, - eml.)racing nea,rly“_
hundred  distinguished representatives from all parts - of Emp“?' _concluded-
after three days’ continuous debate. Mr. W. .C.. Bonnerji, ‘Stfa'ndlng--j-_pounﬂe‘l,'.,{
Calcutta, presiding. Honourables S. Subramania Iyer, Dadabhai . Naoroji, Kashi-
path Trimbuk Telang, M. G. Ranade ; Messars. P. .M. Mehta, Bao R. nghuha?h_
rao, Satyanand Agnihotri, A, O. Hume, S. D,'W_h;te, present,  Passed Resol.utz.qp .
urging that promised inquiry into Indian a,Efa.l.rs should !)e by ,I.{Oyajl Com'tmssmn
on which Natives should be represented—--;eyldegce. bemg‘. tflke_n" in India an a
England ; proposing abolition of the India Council, mtrof:lucﬁwn of'.representa,tivg
clement into Supreme and Local Legislative Councils, ‘including additiona}
Councils for North West Provinces and Punjaub, with general right of interpella.
tion, and power to discuss financial questions, provision being made to refer to a
Standing Committee for the House of Commons any formal protests of such -
Councils ; opening of all civil departments to all Saturduy . natives with .
simultaneons examinations in = England and India, raising of maximum -
age of Civil ‘Service examination to 23 gObjegting o increased “military
expenditure ; demanding Imperial guarantee’ to Tndian Debt and extension -
License tax to professions and officials, and - reimposition - of ' Import
Duties, if additional taxation absolutely indispensable; deprecating . apnex--
tion Upper Burmah and suggesting, if annexation - deftermined, making -
whole Burmah Crown Colony entirely distinct . from Government of India. - Con. |
gress closed with enthusiastic cheers for Queen Empress. After congress, Dele-
gates and large Bombay ga.thir,ing discussed questions Hindu Sacial Reform, =

17, On 14th January:—Great public meeting held here,welcome Indian -
Delegates returned from England. Delegates  acknowledged gratefully interess
and sympathy evinced by British public,’ sjecially werking mer.  elegates’ -
work enthusiastically approved as wholy successful,. o T TR

18. On 22nd January ;—People of India appeal to i:éople of Eng]and‘t-'o
instruct representatives to support Hunter's ' intended nation condemning -
anuextion of Upper Burmah to India, and earnestly trust this question may. be
decided solely on prineiples of right and. justice. *Annexation under pretext of
opening new markets condemned as unworthy of England and deprecated as
strengthening Military and despotic tendencies in Government. ~ '~ =

19. On 28th January :—TInfluential crowded Meeting at Madras to wel- -
ceme Delegate returned from England. Rajas Nilambore, Calicut, Ramnad - preé""
sent and took part. Telegrams of sympathy received from public- meetings ab 21 -
provincial cenires. Delegate enlarged ou sympathy of British and - expressed ad-:
miration of English home-life, Thanks voted to all Delegates. Meeting separated
with cheers for Queen. . = S RN

20, On 4th February :(—Bombay  Association forwarded 'deté.i'léra-
Memorial to Indian Secretary against necessity two millions permanent addition-
al apnual military charge. For imperial defence England: should bear equitable
share. Each Indian Finance Minister - has vainly ~ protested againsg
unjust encroachments of War Office of Indias revenues. Laing, Balfour held.
fourteen millions army charge sufficient. Now seventeen millions without in-
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creased number of efliciency.  Salishury, Novthbrook, Argyll, Sandhurst Lytton
: . o > TEEEEL !
anoted. . Memorial re('-ommtluds provide addifional strength by reducing nonei'ff—‘(-.-’
tive military charges, and Native Volunteers $o keep internal order Shonld
avoid taxation on population with average yearly income forty shillings
, illings.

Chief _Jubtlce .(;t‘ut-h. proceedicg on leave. Rumoured English junior

supersedes Native Justice Mitter who acted, 1883,  Much indignation, Caleuti
. . ’ | N il

supposcd xeversal Ripon policy. : !

Pop‘alar demonstm_,tion Krishnaghur., Welcomed Muanmohan Ghose.
returned Indian delegate. Crowd gave cheers for Deptford Liberal Llectors

21..0n 12th 1"fflf??'ff7'}/ —Much satisfaction felt at Lord Rivon’s join-
ing Cabinet. Indian opinion had hoped ke would be Indian Secretmyf
General disapproval of haste passing Tncome Tax Bill. '

Fiaancial Committee appointed does not cominand confidende. Meniber
otficie? With one exception, §

22, On 22nd February:—Much disappointment and regret at the pro
posal of Ministry to throw Burman- War expenses on India. Adverse opinion
strong. Whole Burman question exciting keen criticism and much feeline

3.

' 23. On Gth March :-—-Repuisitiqn to Sheriff, Bombay, largely and jn.
fluentially signed by Europeans and Natives for Public Meeting to ask for Ro al
Commission on Indian aflairs. Liord Dufferin’s declaration of Ministry pl‘eferri}n
Parliamentary Committee over Royal Commission, not considered satisfactoryg
Old precedents relied on nct applicable as circumstances changed aund Indjm{
public opinion grown stronger. Local Meetings being held throughovt India
ratifying resolution of Indian National Congress regarding Royal Commission.

(To the Right Hon'ble W. E. Gladstone, Prima ldinister.)

24, On 23vd February :—TUnited Associations Bengal, Madras, Dombay
earnestly pray inquiry into Indian affairs should be by Royal Comnission con:
taiping Enpglish statesmen ard competent Indians. No Anglo-Tndian official as
already telegraphed by Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Commission would take
evidence here. This essential. . Parliamentary Committee of 1871 on Indinn
tinance rendered fruitless by dissolution.

25, On 26tk March :—General disappointment expressed at Parliamen-
tary Committee instead of Royal Comiuission, Little hope Indian ‘witnesses of
age, experience, position visiting Tingland. Peers nmomination ‘well received.
Commons’ nomination inspire no confidence as Anglo-Indian official element
strong. Independent Indian interest weak.

(To the Manager Press Association.)

26, On 9th April :—Monster meeting of agriculturists in Jessore district
of Bengal. Coufirmed resolutions of Nationat Congress. Other public affairs,
like administration of criminal law and taxation, discussed. Right of represen-
tation in covernment desired. Ilonourable Tyabji, Mahomedan Memnber of
('ouncil, publicly declared Indian Mahomedans cordiully symipathising with other
scctions of pations in Congress resolutions and political movements generally.

27. On 21st April:—Anglo-Indizn and Native Press condenms Grant
Duff’s Governmert for mode of disposing of charges brought by Crole, Collector
of Madura, against Thomas, Senior Member of Council. On ex-parce report

a3



twenty Native oﬂlcers recently dlsmlssed or deara.ded for. 1ecommendmg Yewis-
sion Land Revenue oo account of disastrous flvod. - No -opportunity. for expla-

nation afforded. Report kept conﬁdentlal Public . feeling~ mn(h excﬁ;ed -:
Numerous meetings to protest being held." S P T

28, On 25th June —Deep grlef felt a.t 1he dead:h of two Urea.t ’\Iara.tha. :
Princes, Holkar and Sindhia.: They were two of the most loyal friends of British
Power among Indian Princes. Holkar’s son adult and was invested ‘with powers
during father’s lifetime. Smdhxa. § SO0 Minor, Arra,ngement for Government nf .
the States believed satisfactorys =~ .- CvT L T e et T

"Fosuing elections watohed with ke mterest espeemlly candldature_a‘
of Hon'ble Dadabhai Naoroji and Lalmoha.n Ghose~Desire ke enly felt and uni. -
versally expressed for this success, Much gratitude felt6o_Holborn and Debtford =
for supporting Indian candidates, Pubhe meetmge to expr iconﬁden'ce"' will
soon be held. - : e Sdes

Much a.nxrety felt a.bout Thlbet. mission. - Mlsﬂ'lvlno‘s entel b&me
fresh developments of activity on frontier,. -+ " 7o o TR

No regret feltat collapse of Parhamentary Commrftee on Indla re. e;_, |

ence for Royal Commission conﬁrmed Proposed Indxa,n Civil Serwce Cﬂmmlbee
not reomded with satlsfa.ctlon. e : . ™

Correspondence touching Sulhva.n—mdrole case of Madras partmlly pub-
lished. Much adverse comment on ‘Grant Duﬁ a.nd his government Independpnt '
investigation insisted upon as mdlspenSa.ble o '

_ 29, On 30th June:—Crowded Publle Meetmg held} here, 2%11, All com-*
munities represented. Dinshaw Petit- presided; ‘opened proceedmgs enlogisin
worth Lal Mohun- Ghose and invaluable petnotle public services (;f Dadabhfl
Naoroji. Resolution - expressing confidence in Jboth,. and gratitude- to electors,
Holborn and Deptford, passed amid. ‘enthusiastic cheers ‘Sympathising telegra,m;
received from public meetmgs held at all prmcxpa.l sta.tlons in Pres1denoy

30, On 30th July —A very crowded influential Meetmg held at Ca,leuf,t,a,
last week, protesting against Simla Exodus.<. All tlasses of people, Europeanand
Native, fairly represented. Eloquent speeches made showing financial and poli-
tioal mischief consequent on migration of Government. . Practice ‘shown- to he
recent.  Meeting received telegrams of sympathy from all qua.rters R

31. On 13th August.—-—Regret wxdely expressed at+ Ilbert’s approa.ch-
ing departure from country. His sympathy with Indian people and support of
beneﬁcent measures of Lord Ripon's Viceroyalty and a.bsene& of marbld a.etuntv
of leglsla.twe Department under him generally apprec:a.fed. '

Aitchision’s approa.ehmg departure  from" Pun;ab Government also
viewed with regret in Pun]a.b Meetmgs held a.ekmg for extens;on of hig term of
office. S : '

.J“‘,’

Abandonment of intended Thibet mission- v1ewed w1th satlsfa,etlon asr
avoiding frontier complications, - _ S ST e

Continued disturbances in Burmah regarded as a.ugunng gra.ver dlfﬁ-

Fult;les. Fears entertaaned thd.t overgrown Mllltary expend:ture will grow stlll
urther



| a1
;O 28th August = - Much satisfaction felt at Sanel Smith’s proposed
o0 address regarding Burman War operations and expenses..
3s  On dth September :—Secretary of State’s decision in Crola case
songidered somewhat disappointing. '
"'/iumour at Madras that Sullivan retires forthwith. Thomas's appoint.
-t least questionable wisdom, His recent proceedings at Madura and
_most unpopular, .
. Vote on Samuel Smith’s-amendment and Hunter's received with regrel
strength of minority counsidered hopeful sign.
Groust’s reply 40 ‘Lethbri dge about exodus thought unsatisfactory. Pro-
1 exodus nptfsb important as supreme Government’'s Shnla wigration for
. month=-"
34, On 1st Ortober:—Tiord Haxris’s wferu:[(e to reimposition of Cotion
es C()Dbldeled here more practical than seewms to be supposed. Tncrease of Salt
sy clearly less defensible than iwposition of Cotton duties.
Ministerial declaralion regarding Parlinmentary Committee on Indian
Sairs not thoroughly satisfactory. Opinion respecting necessity of Royal Cowmn-
nission unchanged. Committee’s scope narrower than Lord Randolph Churcl;l)
had proposed in last Parliament, India Government Comimnittee on Civil Service
not loocked forward to with confidence.

Anpxiety felt about proposed Bonerwal Expedition and Badekshan affairs,
These Military movements considered objectionable financially and otherwise,

eI e —

Prinred' at tbe S‘wndesamifrsn Prus, M‘.ldru
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