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INTRODUCTION. . .· 

The first session of the Indian National Oongr~ss to be held in Bankipur, th& 
Civil Station of Patna, the Capital of Beha~ and Orissa was the twenty-seventh. The 
honour came rather late in the da:y, but,it cpu!~ not. ~ave come unde~ happier auspices. 
:Before the great Delhi changes were anno~nced in· 1911, :Bengal was privileged to take 
the lead in matters affecting both interprovincial imd intraprovincilll interests. Bengal 
with its great press and manifold socilll and political activities .~oncentrated in Calcutta 
had the ~emmandi~g voice ill the then.' provi~cial _life,, and if_ Behar agreed to play 
second fiddle, well and. good,-if not it had· 'had to '!llake up its mind to be ignored. 
Not that the sense of local individuality, was the les~ keen on that account. Ori the 
other hand, as the progress· of' th~ P~ovln~ial 'Co~ference . and kindred movements. 
amply shows,• there··. were .l·continuous strivings· for ·obtaining means of self-expression.· 
In a sense in· which the same· canMt be said of any other part. of the country, Behar· 
had ear1y· d&Veloped a high degree of cohesioli. in .itS public life, and no better prepara-. 
tion could have been 1nade for the greatchange which took effect in ·April 1912 than 
the practical recognition of .the coriununity of interests which binds Hindus and Moslems. 
in this Province in unbroken and unbreakable. bonds · of social . amity and common 
service. It is not neces~ry here to dwell upon. 'th~ immense benefits accruing to .. , ' -· 
:Behar by its separate constitution under the Royal command : it will be more germane 
to the matter in hand to note that it was devolved 'to celebra~~ on~ entry into. the larger 
life of the country by inviting the Indian ~;ttional ¢.ongres~ to hold its t~~nty-seventh 

.. -. ! ' • 

session at :Bankipur. The cost in money . and .the sacrifices in personal service were· 
calculated to a nicety. Looking back, it may truly. be claimed for Behar that the .. , 
arrangements made for the comfort of the deiegates and the conduct of the proceedings-
of the session reflected the highest credit on tho~e responsible. ' 

It was at the Calcutta Session of the Congress in 191! that Mr. (now Justice) 
Hassan Imam, 01i behalf of the' Province; · extended· a format invitation · to the great 
convention· of the Empi~e_''~ 'hold itS session at 'Bankipur ·; and the invitation was 
accepted. Shortly afterwards, Mr. Hassan· Imam's elevation to the bench of the 
Calcutta High Court dAprived this Province of 'one of its foremost workers in the public 
cause, and ·the Co~gress Committee of one who would have been a tower of strength 
The regret at the withdrawal of his virile' 'person'a!ity from provincial life was how; 

. ever quenched 1n the rejoicing that an eminent Beharee, admirably fitted by qualities 
of head and heart to administer even handed' Justice, had been oall.ed to higher field 
of labour in the cause· of ·the motherland. The Reception Committee was formed 
and immediately i set 'to 'work' with characteri~tic energy. The c~mposition of that 
body-iS, in itself, typical of that Hindu Maslen 'entente which is so striking a feature 
of public· life in :Behar. The Chairman . of the Eeception Committee • was that 
self.oiess patriot,," Mr. Mazharul Haque, whose tenure of office as member of the 
Imperial'· Legisl~tive ·CoUilcil (1910-12) had been rendered mem~rable, both in 1\n . - . ' . . . 
individual and a political sense, by his fearless advocacy of the common interests of 
Hi~dus and Mqslems.: :rhe .number of ·.Vice-Chairmen was twenty, and included 
v~terl!n ,~>ublic workers and representative zemindars. The following is the full list : 

Maharaj Kumar Gopal Saran· Narayan Sinha (Gaya). 
Rai Harihar Prasad Singh Bahadur (Sl!ahabad.) • 
.Babu. U gramohan Thakur (Bloagatpore). 
Rai Krishna Sahai Bahadur (Eankipo'l'e} . 

. R. A. Baxter Esqr (Bankip01·e). 
Chaudhry Karamat Hussain (Sltahabad). 
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Molvi Syed Wazir Hussain (Cltapra). • 
Babu Jugeshwar Prasad Singh (Moza.f!erpore) 
M. S. Dass Esqr. C. I. E. (Cut tack). 
W. M. Dass Esqr; (Ba~lcip'ore). 
Keshari Prasad Singh Esqr .• ,. 
Rai Narayan Prasad Sahab (Patna).' 

· .Babu Brijanandan Sing (Banlcipore ). · 

J.' . 

Hon'ble .Babu Brijo.kishore Prasad (Darbhanga). 
Babu Nandkishore Lall (Ga!Ja) • .. 

Babu Kalipada Ghosh (Ranchi). 
Doctor Ramkali Gupta , (Banlcipore). 

Rai Gajadhur Prasad Bahadur ,; 
Babu ·Durga Prasad ( Chapra}. · 
Khan Bahadur Doctor Asdar All Khan (Banlcipore). 

• • J ' • 

Mr. Sachchidanda Sinha was General Secretary and Mr. Kuar .Nandan, Sahay, · 
.Joint General Secretary, while Mr. Krishna Ballabh Sahay was .Treasurer. There· 
were ten Assistant Secretaries headed by Mr. Parameshwar Lal (who was also Captain 
of the Congress Volunteers). The_ full list of Assistant Secretaries is as follows: 

· Prameshwar Lall Esqr (Banlcipore). 

A. Ho.keem Esqr., Do. 
. . ' 

M~ Yusuf Esqr., Do.· · 
M. Yunus Esqr., Do •. · 
G. N. Bose Esqr (Motiha~). 
Babu Sri Krishna Prasad' ( Bhagalpore ). 

· Babu Mathura Nath Sinha (Banlcipore} •. 
.·• ., 

Babu Nalini Ranjan Sinha Do.' ' . · 

Babu Bhawani Sahay . . ·Do. 
Zo.karia Gauhar Ali Esqr., ' ·Do. · .. 

. • i . . ~ ' • ~ . 

A more representative . Reception Committee in. a popular sense, and one more 
·efficient, could not possibly have been ,constituted •. The Committee set to .. work with 
characteristic energy and it was not long before an organisation was, evolved perfect 
in every detail and fully capable .~f making th~ Twenty-seventh Session;. of the. 
Congress .the unalloyed success it, proved to be.; It would be. invidious to mention 
the names of individual work~rs, but it may confidently be asserted that there was no,• 
l;ggard il! the camp. As already indicatlld, the generous co-operation of Hindu and~ 
Moslems smoothed the way when little difficultills had had to be encountered, especially_, 
in the matter of. the selection . of sites for the delegates Camp~. . The Congress 
pavilion itself was located in the spacious compound owned by. Mr. Mazhar-ul-Haque ~' 
-on F!88er Road. ·The camps were pitched on suitable (and practically all avl\ilable) 
'lites on Fraser Road and Exhibition ·Road, which· enabled th11 Committee to concen- . 
trate the .entire Congress c~mP, 1)'ithin a .few mitmtes' :walk of . the. Congress pavilion,

1 
thus rendering possible familiar intercourse and exchange of thoughts between the 
.delegates from ·all parts of India and Bu~ma. 

Here it may be useful to give a description of the Congress pavilion,' which t 
was designed on somewhat unique lines and which has been considered worthy of repro-· 
duction (vide Appendix B.). It will be readily admitted that the design of the pavilion 
suffers in no way by comparison with that of any previous Congress. The compound 
was beautifully laid out and illuminated with rows of 'Kitson lamps, and the entire 
.arrangements were remarkably satisfactory. The pavilion itself was a thing of beauty, 
Capable of accommodating five thousand persons, it. was tastefully deco~ated and 
was draped, within and without .. The ~nique feature of the pavilion was the twent..C-
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.. eight gateways opening into it each named ·after some great personality or event 
~n the ancient or more recent history of Maghada. · 

The gateways were mimed and numberedas under : 

I. The Pataliputra Gate. 
· II. ·The Chandragnpta Gate. 
III. The B)lddha Gate. 
IV. The Vaisali Gate. 
v. The Shershah Gate. 

'VI. The Bindasara Gate. 
VII. The Vikarmasila Gate. 

VIII. The Udaya Gate. 
lX. The N alanda Gate: 

X. The Sita Gate. 
XI. The Parasnath Gate. 

XII. The Jarasandha Gate.· 
XII!. The 'Kapila Gate. 

. XIV. The Kalitiga Gate: 
XV. The Magadha Gate. 

XVI. The Gautama Gate. 
XVII. The Rajagriha Gate. 

XVIII. The .Bimbassra Gate. 
XIX. The Samudragupta Gate'. 
XX. The U dantapuri Gq.te. 

XXI. The U daigiri gate. 
XXII. The Vidyapati Gate. 

XXIII. The Azim Shah Gate. · 
. XXIV. The Guru Govind Gate. 

XXV. The Mahavira Gate. 
XXVI. The Chanakya Gate. 

XXVII. The Asoka G:1te. 

• 

· ·One gate, reserved for the · President, was u~numbered, and designated the . 
-:Mahendra Gate. 

, The seating arr~ngements within the pavilion were perfect of their kind. 
"The delegates' blocks were in the centre, the first and • second class visitors' blocks · 
. being o~ either side,, while the third class . visitors' block· was placed behind the 

delegates'. Two separate gateways were reserved for ladies, and similarly the 
other gateways were reserved for delegates, . distinguished visitors, &c. Close to 

-~he pavilion were placed the Congress office, the Post and Telegraph offices, &c. 

• J • 'The· laying out of the ·delegates' · camps entailed consid~rable labour not to 
. speak of the expense, and as will appear from the sequel, the arrangemenil! in this 
regard gave the greatest satisfaction to the delegates. A brief description of the Pro
vincial camps may not be out of place here. · Of these . were four, tlie Bengal and 

· Burma Camp to the · north-east of the pavilion ; the Bombay, Madras and Central 
. Provinces camp to· the south-east; the Upper .India camp to the south ; 'and the 
· General Camp ( intended for the accommodati ~n of delegates living in the European 
style) far off to the east. Some idea of the labour entailed in the laying out of these 

, severa,l camps may be gathered from the fact that nearly 320 tents had had to be 
pitched, besides accommodation provided for delegates in _the private residences, 011 

Fraser Road a~d Exhibition Road, of Messrs. Sinha, Krishna Sahay, Parmeshwar 
Lall, M. Yunus, K. P. Singh, and Behari Lall Bhattacharya. Thus,. the President 

•and party were put up at Mr. Krishna Sahay's, Messrs. D. E. Wacha and D. A. 
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Khare, the General, Secretaries at the Behar Club, both oti Fraser Road, while Mr.,. 
Surendrauath Banerjea stayed at Mr. Bhattacharya's palatial mansion on Exhibition 
Road. The Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale was Mr: S. Sinha's guest. . . 

Here it seem appropriate to refer to the recorded opinion of that exp!)rienced 
Congressman and veteran critic, Mr. Dinshaw E. Wacha,, .as to the. efficacy ' and 
excellence of the arrangements made for the cotnfort of the delegates. This . Con-. . - . -
gress veteran wrote : . 

The first thing that impressed me when I had gone round the panda!. .and the delegates: 
camps, beautifully and systematically laid out amidst sylvan . scenery and . under. mango topes, 
was tltat some one with a master mind for method and manner had a v:ery clear conception of 
what was wanted. He had conceived how the ground shoul<l be laid out, ho,w harmony and 
order, as in nature, should be evolved, how utility must be attained at any cost and how beauty 
might be made a handmaid to that utility, without tieing subordinated. · 

Mr. Wacha goes on to describe the Congress pavilion in enthusiastic but not . 
undeserved terms, " the mind which concl!ived it and gave it body and form 

. was certainly a methodical mind chastened by experience, refined by native . talent. ,. 
Elsewhere he says : " That kind of conceFtion ( of harmonious blending of beauty 
and utility ) and method has been rarely seen at other Congre.ss . camps which· I have 
visited these many years, All through, I repeat, there ·was order and harmony, utility 
and simple beauty combined. ~gain I could well take a mental note thai the same 
mind had also an economic eye. . So that if there was harmony and order outside, it 
was evolved at the least expense which was .in striking ·contrast with the oostly and 
fantastic surroundings I have marked elsewhere. " . No apology is needed for the 
following further qnctation. After referring to the excellent arrangements made for 
creature comforts, Mr. Wacha concludes. · · 

So far all these features we are bound to .give out uoatinted pr8.ise ic; the chief organisers 
and the workers. So I say, " Wah I Wah II Sabash Bankipore where the Congr8as waa on 
virgin field. But was not there the veteran, though young, who bwws what Cotigreas orga
nisation means. There was the genial Beharee who rejoices in the name of Sachchidsnanda 
Sinha.. Let the Congress give him and that stately and majestic Grand· Master of Cel"'monies 
Mr. Haque, our own Congress side, K. M. C. 0., our Knights of the Meritoriuns Order of 
Congress Organisers. Yon . have Asoka's pillsr near Bankipn•. · Why not have a Minor 
o~ the ve~y site where the panda! is, to commemorate the first Congress . ever held in the 
ancient capital of the Great Chandrsgupta and Asoka Empire 1 I say Floreat Behar ! 
Attribute as generous on the part of the give!! as deserved by its recepients. 

The limit set to this' Introduction precludes any reference to the proceedings . 
of .the Congress,-the brilliant address delivered by Mr. Mazhar-nl-Haque which, 
among other things, contains a forcible statement of the case for Rindu-Muslem ·· 
entente ;. the encyclopredic survey of Indian politics by . the President, Sao Bahadur · 
R. N. Mndholkar, C. I. E.; the masterly review of the South African question by 
~r. G. K. Gokhale ; . and the. skilful handling of the difficult questions bearing on 
lpdian adJ;'Iinistrative problems by the speakers on the resolutions passed by . the ('Jong- . 
n,ss, and notably on Antonoti1y for Jndia, by.Mr. Snrendrath .Banerjea; on the Public 
Service Commission by Mr. N. Subba Row Pantnlu Garu, on the the Swadeshi move-. 
ment by Mr. Ambica Charan M&zumdar, an~ last, not least, on the constitution of tht~ 
Legislative Councils by Mr. S. Sinha. A pathetic personal touch WRI! added by the 
heartfelt tributes paid to the memqry of the Congress Bndda Allan Ootavian 
Home---' · 

One who never turned his back but marched breast forward 
Never doubted clouds would break . 
Never dreamed though right were worsted wrong would triumph 
Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better, 
Sleep to wake. 
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.. : ::- :Th~appalling ir?:II!rof,,tlje Pelpi.,outrag~ .:}V.~s:, _a, poignant memory when 
,the Pongres11 met, and : jt will, n_ot c. be . c~nsi~er!ld an -impertinence if the deliberate 
-opi11ion :be r~cord~d here ~hat the greatest. vf Indian orato~s .touched. the loftiest level, 
~y_e~, l)f;,~i~,;el9qu~nce_, iWh~~·:pe; gave expression to the universal sentiment of horror 
an~,il)pil!na~i'!ll.c~t the_Q~.i~e ~11<! 9f sym~at~y with the ,illustrious s~fferers. 
•.fi '·• This>bnefre.fttme iwiiL'not.be. !)'!nsidered adequate ,if it _does not incorporate 
<thQinotaole mesilage'.sent to. the Congress by. that Grand Old -,MauDadabhai Naoroji. 
-~hfll·follomng :is ·the :text of the Message-~- · .. :. . . 

: 'MiHE 8AND8'VEV08V.A.;· AUDHERL. . . . 

. ' 

To : ,:• ' i' 

m .:--.::) ,:THE:'HON'BLE'MR.'M."HA'QUE, '· 

kr ft "'' :-' • ' •. ' ' • ' ' I r ci.;,j~~ ~I~~ Re~ryti~. c~;,ittee 'of the' . . 
• ' "'! ~ .... ;_ • • 1: .. ' . ; • ; ... , ; . ' . ) 

Bankipore Congre11. 
t'~ .. 'H' :-.; .i. J .7 ~-'; :';T 

My dear ~~r, _ ,. •''!:n} ~.sH·'"7· 
.I~e~O'.!!t:I ~11ch-obliged fm.:-.yonr kind letter, inviting me to attend the Banki

pore Congress, bnt I am sorry I shall not be able to take any part in the work of the 
Congress. 

The Congress has done much good work in the past. But it has to do far 
greater work in the future. It says so in its constitution. The objects of the Indian 
National Congress are the attainment by the people of India of a system of government 
similar to that enjoyed by the self-governing members of the British Empire and 
a participation by them in . the rights and responsibility of the Empire on equal 
terms with those members. These objects are to be achieved by constitutional means 
by bringing about a stendy reform of the existing system of administrations. 

These are great objects and will need most earliest and devoted efforts. All 
I can say is that I wish from the bottom of my heart, equal success in the future as 
has been achieved in the past. The Bankipore Congress has to commence this very 
work. You refer, in your letter, to the Public Service Commission as the most im
portant Indian question.' It is the sole and whole remedy for the prosperity of Indian. 
Even to-day in the year 1912 our able and sympathetic Finance Minister says : "lt 

• was also a striking lesson of how narrow is the line in India between plenty and 
: want." What is it that the Indians ask P In the blessed year 1833, . th~ British 
people and Parliament achieved most glorious deeds. 'No nation on earth ancient 
and modern have -achieved this glory. It is peculiarly and essentially British glory. 
The two great glorious deeds were the emancipation of the slave and the emancipation 
of the people of India from an unnatural anti-British and unfair system of Public 
Service-the system of remote foreign dominion with inseparable evils. The slave 
obtained his emancipation at once and became a free man. But the unfortunate 
British Indians are struggling for nearly the past 80 years ; for the enftmcipation 
and the right which they obtained by the highest of all British rights, the right of a 
deliberate act of Parliament--tliis act of Parliament was not the result of any efforts, 
agitation or claims by the Indians themselves. It was the spontaneous result of the 
sense of the justice, of humanity and righteousness of the British people themselves 

. and a deliberate decision after a spontaneous careful enquiry. This result was that 
famous claus-as Lord Macaulay called it---that wise, that benev~lent, that noble 
clause. 

The Indians are not asking any new reform, They had their reform of the 
public service granted to them by a deliberate act of Parliament long ago. They 
~ave been kept out of the right they already possessed for nearly 80 years. They 
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are asking'only the right of an aot of Parliament~ His Majesty• the King Emperor 
has bestowed upon us the precious gift of hope ' and with that hope I trud that the 
present British statesmen and people will . unreservedly and fully give DB with every 
grace and good-will,· and according to the report of 11!60 of the Committee of the 
India Office Council what we have already possessed by rightfor past 80 years,' but 
what has .been withheld from us all this' long time; · ·The Court of . directors at the 
time the clause was passed in 1833 interpreted. ' the · clause. "that there · ahall be ao 
governing caste in British India &o. &o." -In short we . are asking what hu already 
been our right and propedy for . mor11 than lhree quvtera AA a century. · 

I express my hopes agaia that we will not be again disappointed and that we 
shall be granted now what has been our own right for all this long time. · - , . 

I sincerely wish every successt to. ~e. Bankipur ·Congress till their objects are 
attained, to the glory. of . the British nation all their own and to the satisfaction and 

I • , . • ·' ·I . '', • 

devotedJoyalty of Indians, to British supremacy and Empire • 
. . ~ '•, ' j " • '' I I 

With best wishes, 
·Yours truly, ,o'' '· .:. ·:tl 

(Sd.) ·· DADABHAI:NAOROJI. 

.. 
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HELD ·AT 

. 'BANKIPORE 
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' I 

en th~e 26th, 27~h and 28th December, 1912. . . . 
---:o::---

fiRST DAY'S PROCEEDINGS, . 
The proceedings of _the_ Twenty-S_eventh Session of the Indian N a!ional Congress 

commenced at 1-30 f!. M, on Thursday, the 26th December, 1912, in tQ.e Congress 
pavili~n at Bankipore. Punctually · at the appointed time, the President-elect entered· 
the pavilion in a procession, under an escort of Volunteers, preceded by the Chairman 
and Officers of the Reception Committee and followed by the ex-Presidents of the
Congress ; and the whole audience were on their feet as the procession wended itS 
way through the Hail, 'and on to the dais where the President-elect and other Congress 
leaders· took their seats. 

'ADDRESS OF· WELCOME. 
The· Chairman of- the Reception Committee, the Hon'ble :Mr: Mazhar-ul-Hnque. 

· . then rose to delivet his address of welcome to the delegates and was enthusiastically . 
cheered. The following is the full text of the Speech, which he delivered in a highly 

. impressive style :- · 

BaoraEn-DELEGATEI, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

. It is my proud privilege to-day to offer yon, on behalf of the people of Behar and 
Orissa, a · most hearty and cordial welcome. . Believe me, it is not merely a formal and con
ventional welcome that I am offering you, but a welcome which is sincere and heartfelt. 
It is for the first time in its history of over a quarter of a century that the Indian National 
Congress meets at Pntna-tbe famons Pataliputra. once the great capital of the classic land 
of Magadba. The fact that this great national assembly was never invited to bold its 
sittings in 'our proYince, was a blot which we have at last been able . to remove. At Allaha-
bad we had the intention of inviting the Congress' to hold its ,session at Bankipore in 1911, 
but pwing to Moharram cl~sbing with the dates of its sittinga we had to forego the pleasure
of seeing you in our midst. Last year at Calcutta, w~ took our courage in both our hands. 
and through the- mouth of that eminent and patriotic Beharee, the Hon'ble Mr. Hassan 
Imam (Cheers), whom we are glad to see on this platform, invited you to come to Bankipore-, 
and partake of our- humble hospitality. I say that we took our courage in both our hands, 
because, to tell you the truth, it was a tremendous responsibility that we were taking upon 
OUl' shoulders and those of us who have worked in arranging for your reception, know that. 
the anxiety tl1en felt was not in the least exaggerated, However, we undertook the res
ponsibility, but soon after that, our friend, Mr. Hassan Iniam, was elevated to tbfl Bench 
of th~ Calcutta High Court (Cheers). You all know how well be bas made his mark on the
Bench (Cheers), and bow forcibly he has' impressed his personality upon the administration 
~f justice (Hear, Hear). We, in Behar, are prond of him (Cheers),. and wish him a long
tenure of service, so that he may continue to dispense uncompromising and stern justice 
tempered ..;,ith mercy. - We wi~b him a longer life so that after his term on the.. Bench is 
over, be may come back to•. ns and work fur the good of his motherland (Hear, Hear). But. 
his absence the Congressmen of Behar could illspare at this critical moment. What was 
certain gain to the Calcutta High Court, was dead loss to the Congress cause in Behar. 
W ~ "'ere ieft without his able gu!Uance. Well, we submitted to the decree of Providence and 
tried our best to reconcile ourselves to the new situation. Our·. inexp,rience, numerous 
difficulties, political and .social, and many other obstacles, which other provinces must have 
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similarly experienced in holding Congress sittings, came in our way, and we bad to meet 
aWddlress of them. Trusting in the mercy of God and in the righteousness of the cause, we worked on, 

ecome, 
1

. · N · 
. with stout heart and grim determination, and the resu t IS before you. o one IS more 

conscious of the unsatisfactory natm·e of our arrangements than we are. We know full well ' 
that many of yon will be put to great inconvenience and discomfort. Many of the little 
comforts of daily life will be missed by you. Perhaps you will disapprove of some of the 
arrangements that we,. in ignoranre of your requirements, haYe made (Voices of "oo,"' "no"). 
Some of you unacctL•tomed to. the cold weather of this part of India,-I don't think we have 
l1ad much of cold weather-would have liked to live in houses, but owing to the creation of tl•e 
new provi'i'ce, there has been an influx of people into Bankipore, and houses are not available. 
Of all this we are folly conscious, but we hope that you in your generosity will forgil·e ua all 
our shortcomings. Yon will accept the . will for the deed. No effort baa been spared by us 
to make you comfortable and we have tl"ied to do our best. Next time yon come to u~, and. 
I hope it will be soon, we will be better prepared ·and in a position to receive yo11 according 
to your individual standards of comf<>rt. .· 

The Delhi t!>qtrage •. · 

. Ladies and gentlemen, · it is with & heavy and skd heart that I refer to the 
dastardly outrage ·committed ·the other day at Delhi. · The deed was most oacrilegious, 
in as much as it was an attempt npon the · lifo of · the representative of our Sovereign. 
And of all men to piok out for this blaclj: deed of' contemplated murder, a 'Viceroy so po
pular, so sincerely attached to the interests of India and Indian people, a Viceroy who 
has dared to brave the hostility of his own_ countrymen in enacting measures that he 
honestly believed and rightly believed td be. for the good of our country ! Oh ! it is too 
distressing, too horrible ! Imagination shudders at the enormity of the terrible crime. 
A thrill of horror and indignation has convu'l!<ed the land and casts· a miserable gloom 
' . . 
over our proceedings k!-day. But, brothers and sisters, God is just, and He in His infinite 
mercy has saved the lives of onr beloved Viceroy and l1is gracious consort. (Cheers). 
'Ve fervently pray that bur Lord Hardinge may soon become convalescent and be restor
ed to us so that he may contimui to rule over us, ivith that large-hear~d aympathy and 

I . . 

n~bility of purpose which lms so fnr characterised his administration (Cheers). As to the 
miscreant who planned this fool and wicked deed, I will not say much. I will only say 
this, that he may be caught and be gi<en the punisln~lCnt which he so richly d•serres. My 
!teart is too fn\1 and I will not distress you and make you miserable any further by ex
pressing my gloomy thoughts. 

' 
Messrs, Hume and Krishnaswami Jyer, 

Brother-delegates, durivg the present· year we have lost two really great men who 
devoted tl1eir lives to the Congress ca)tse. Allan Octavian Hume was rightly called the 
father of the Indian National Congres• ( Cheers ). His anxious solicitude for the advance
ment of the Indian people, !tis absolute sincerity of purpose, and his 1intiring imselfis!1 
demtion to the cause of our progre"" have given him a place in the history of modern 
India, which none can sttrpass· and few may equal. His life was dedicatod to a n<>ble 
.cause and when the history of the Indian National Congress comes to be written his will 
be the first and foremost name among its friends and well-)vishers. Jl.h. Krishnaswami Iyer 
was another great leader who passed away in J;he very prime of life. He was a giant among 
men. A man of irresistible persrinality,- of in~omitable will and of unblemished reputa
tion, he had no peer in the land. He made h!s mark equally in tl1e fields of laiV, scholst~ 
ship and statemansbip. The gap made 'in oni' ranks by the death of such notable men 
can never be filled. 

Behar. 

Ladies a'ld gentlemen, yo~t· are meeting ·to-day on a ground which is hallowed by some 
of the most sacred traditions and associated with some of the most otirring events in the 
history of India. The whole province is studded with rich orchaoologicol treasures.. re
miniscent of the glory and splendour of a bygone era. The city of Patua, under which 
lies buried the lncient Pataliputra, wit~ the magnificent halls and palaceo , of Asoka the 
Great, bas during the last !,500 years .played a part which no other city in India has ever 
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played. Its numerous rises and falls have no parallelin Indian histm-y, perhaps not even 
that· of Imperial Delhi itself. Leaving aside what the historians nrc please<! to describe 
as the mythological period, we hal"e authentic records reaching into the distant past of 
the Gth centmy B. C., giving us an account of the kingdoms of 1\{aga<lha, A nga, and 
Vaisnli, which . may be identified with the Patna, Bhagalpore and Tidmt divisions of 
modern Behar. Later. on rose the mighty empire of Mngndhn. Bimbisara may fairly 
claim to have laid the foundation of this Empire.· ·His ambitions son, Ajatasatrn, extemled 
it by· conquest and built the fortress of Patoli which subsequently in the reign of his son . . ' 
Udaya, became Patali!mt].'8, the capital city of the Indian }~mpiL·e, where mighty Chand•·•l-
gupta reigned and from where the wol'ld-wide edicts of the g•·ent Asoka were promulgated. 
It wns dm·ing tho reigns of Bimbisara and Ajatasatrn that two of the greatest religious 
teacher; preached their doctrines of humanity to the world. The great founder of J ainism, 
·Vardhnmnna Mahavira Wl\8 born at V nisali in 'firhut and died. at the village of Pawn in 
the district of Patna. Gnutama Buddda; the great teacher of unirersnl b•·othcrhood, preached 
his mission of love nud attnincd l•is Duddhahood at the sacred. city of Gnya, a city only a 
couple of hours'· journey from here, which perhaps some of you would like to see befm'e you 
lenve our province. I may mention here that the famous Nalan<ia Univet•sity, the ruins of 
which can still be seen and wherein the Chinese pilgl'im, Hiuen Tsiang, saw more tlum 

I 

10,000 Buddhist monks and scholars receiving their education in the sacred lm·c, wns 
situated in the modet·n village of Bamgaon, a few miles north of the Rajngrilm hills and is 
also within easy reach~ ' 

' . The city of Pataliputt·a was the capital of such powerful dynnstic:S as the Sai<nnngas 
' the NandRs, the Mauryl\8, the Snngas and thel, Gnptas. 'fhe highest zenith to which the 

city reache<l · was in the time . of · Asoka, one of tlta greatest monn•·~hs of the wo•·ld, His 
empire included not only the whole 61 India, excepting perhap• a )!mall portion to the 
extreme · south, but also whab is now kno)Vn 1\S Afghanistan. Chandraguptn, Bindusa1:a ami 
Asoka. will ever remain in the history of the world as the three g•·eat lleha•· Emperors who 
ruled India with wisdom and bt}ritanity. (Cbem·s). These·ll{aitrya Emperors were not only 
great in arts of war and conquest In1'\' also In those of cil·il government. 'fhe ci<il insti
tutions show to. wl;;;t · a high- ~ttqh of civilization India had reached during those ancient 
times. , The municipal., sanitary and fiscal institutions ·were based on liberal principles 
and were marvels of efficiency and good management. 

In the sixth century A. ·D., '• period of 'decay set in and we <lo 'not hear much of 
Pl\tna until another · Beharee Emperor,-this time a Musalman~Sher Slu\h, realizing the 
stmtegic value of the p!RCe, .t•ebuilt the city, whiclt . through the greater · portion of the_ 
Mughal period remained the seat of · !\ gm•ct·no•; who was gene•·ally a prince of Royal 
blood. Prince Azimushsbait, the grandson of Emperor Aurangazeb, improved am! ron:tmed 
it Azimabad, by which name it is still known throughout Muslim 'India. It became the 
.prineipal eentre of trade and ~ommerce and one of the most populous and largest towns of 
India, · 

Address of 
Welcome. 

Dnl'ing British rule thet city and the province played a conspicuous part, Mt the 
,prosperity. of. the former commenced ·to decline steadily, and it would probably ha.·e 
become a second-rate town had not· our King-Emperot• by his. announcement at. Delhi, 
restored the individ•tality of our people and pro1•ince and made· Patna once more the ctpitai 1 

of a Pt·ovincial. Gm·ernment (Cheers). It was witlt fellings of deep gratitude and"unbounded 
joy that w.e heard the amtouncement. · 'fhe thanks of our people are nlso due to his 
Excellency Lord Hardinge, who, with rare insight' and the cournge of a statesman, ad1•ised his 
Majesty to announce the change. Om; gratification is the more tlutt when these momentons 
changes were on the tapis an eminent son of Behar was a member of the Government of 

' India (Cheers), who ns one of the signatories of the famous despatch must have had his full 
share in shaping the new policy. We are proud that in his high position he did not forget 
that he was a native of Behar •. (Cheers). 

Ladies and gentlemen, we ba1·e entered upon a new life and embarked upon a new 
career, and no one k!_lows what the future bas in store for us. But I am bound to say 
that we ltave had a very fair start. We have started with, the fn!J machinery of a modern 
civilized Government. 'V e have a Legislath·e Council and an Executive Council with an 
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Indian member, and our first Lieutenant-Go>ernor, Sir Chnrles Bayley (Cheers), recognizing 
Address of · the new spirit of tJ1e times, hns publicly asked and is anxious for the co-operation of the 
Welcome. 

people, 'nnd I bn>·e no doubt tbnt if the administration be conducted on liberal lines and 
the people be tnken into confidence and treated with sympathy and consideration, thoy will 
henrhly respond to the call of his Honour nod will cordially co-operate with his Govern
ment. But after all the future of a people lies in their own l1ands. Character and capacity 
• 

. are the chief attributes which lend to success. (Hear, Hear). Sobriety, moderation, foresight 
and determination carry a • people to progress and ci>ilizntion, while rashness, impatience, 
opportunism nod sycophancy mnr tl1eir advance. The ambition ·of the people of Behar 
and Orissa is to improve their condition, eome in line with their more advanced brethren 
of <>ther pro,·inces and subscribe their humble quota to the building up of an Indian nation. 
This is our ideal and we hope to work for it, and with the help of the Almighty, 8achieve 
it. Much leeway l1as to be made np, many obstacles have to be overcome, ·a long and 
weary road has to be tra>ersed, but we believe that a •tout heart and ·a strong will can 
triumph orer all difficulties. We dern:e inspiration from our past history, a few incidents 
of which you will find inscribed "n the twenty-<~e>en gates of this Panda! and believe that a 
people who have produced mighty rulers like Aaoka, Cbandragupta and Sher Shah and 
ireat religious teachers like Buddha, Mahavira and Govind Singh can atill make 
history (Cheers). An:l nothing is more opportune, · more befitting than that in thia the very 
first year of our new life, you tl1e real leaders of thQ Indian people should come to help 111 

with your welcome presence and wise' advice and · bid ua God-speed in our new career. 
\ 

w·e do certainly require your advice and sympathy, and. we have no dottbt that in the 
achievement of our object all Congressmen throughol)t India will extend a helping hand to 
us (Hear, (Hear). Sowetimes people charge ns with parochial. patriotiam. Well, we do 
not only plead guilty to the charge but "e are proud of our love for Behar. However, if 
the charge is meant to convey the idea that we ha>e no love for India or Indian nationality. 
th~n I must . say that there is, not a particle of truth in it. We yield to none in our love for 
mother India and we share with the Congreosmen of the whole country the Congreaa ideal. 
the ideal which is throbbing in the heart of the Indian people. 

Hindus and .Mahomedans. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we in Behar claim for ourselvea the unique poaition of a 

people who are not troubled with the Hindu-Muaalman qneation ( Hear, hear and Cheers ). 
By this it is not meant that every single indi>idual is free from it. In this mundane world 
such an utopian conditio11 ia impossible. As iong as human nature ia human nature, there 
will always be people who for selfish ends or temporary advantagea or under aome mistaken 
nation, will be rea~y to jeopardise national interesta. But what we do claim is that tlut 
heart of the people is sound to the core and any unfortunata difference which may crop up. 
as it occasionally does, passes away and leaves no permanent mark on tl1e general good • 
relations of the two gre~t communities. Both are imbued with the same ideal, both work 
on the same platform and both try for the good of their motherland. As I have often said 
before, the solution of this qtte,.tion will prove the sah·ation of India. This ia the question 
of questions which every true patriotic Indian should try to attack and solve. To me it baa 
been a cause of deep and abiding regret that my own co-religionists have not seen their way 
to join this national assembly. It is an undeniable ract that Mohamedans as a community 
hare kept 'themselves aloof and those who have joined have joined in their own individual 
capaci~y. Although in spite of this regrettable defection the Congress has got on very well, 

, the Congress ideals have triumphed .and most of the items in the Congress propaganda have 
been accepted by the Gorernment, (Cheers), yet. I believe that wo would have got on better 
if our Mitslim brethren had joined, and made common cause with us in the great and noble 
task of building up a nation. Then we would have moved on with quicker pace. A people 
counting among themselves seventy millions of souls and some of the very finest intellects 
and S!Jecimens of mnnhond, is a factor and a force which cannot and ought not to be lightly 
ignored. Often have I dreamed of a picture in my mind of three hundred .and fifteen· 
millions or' human beings with one ideal, one aim,-full of deter~ination and enth~siasm 
marching on the road of peaceful progress to the ultimate' realization of their destiny. Sue~ 
a force would be irresistible anywhere in the world. Perhaps the picture is too ideallsti~ 
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for its ever coming to be true. However, its reverse side where seventy millions of people 
detach themselves from the main group and march in the opposite direction is too gloomy 
to be contemplated with equanimit/.' 

Europe and Islam. 
I 

.I had despaired of ever seeing in my life the two communities joining hands, but the 
ways of Proriuence 11re inscrutable and I never dreamt that the •·eapp•·ochment will be 
brought about so .soon and in such a tragic. manner. The recent treatment of Islam by 
Europe has turned the scales. The sacrilege committed by the .:Russian troops on the 
sacred mausoleum of Imam Moosi Raza- at Meshed in Persi'\ exasperated the religious feel
ings of Muslims throughout the world. Sir Edward Grey, the· author of the Anglo-Russian 
Convent.iQn, never raised his little finger to pNvent the outrage. Then Italy invaded Tripoli, 
a country peopled wholely by Muslims of Arab descent and living peacefully under . Turkish 
rule. It 1vas a shameless act of brigandage attended by most inhuman atrocities, but thi" 
time Sir Edward Grey, with what I can only call indecent h~>Ste, recognized the sovereignty 
of Italy over 41 country which still remained to be conq nered. Then came the greatest blow 
to the prestige of Islam, the inv~>Sion of the seat of its Khalilate by the Balkan States. While 

' . Turkey WM still fighting Italy, she was .treacherously attacked on all sides. If 'the belligerents 
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had fought purely for· territ.,ry, the· war would not have produced any visible effect upon the ~ 

Musalmans of India. But these Christian. States openly preached a crusade against Islam. 
It W!>S not a war against the Turks but a war to torn Muslims out of Europe, a war between 
the Asiatics imcl the Europeans, a war between the Cross and the Crescent. · Then the feeling" 
of the Muslim world rose in indignation againit the perpetrators of this outrage upon humanity 
and their religion. It is to be regretted that most of .the responsible Ministers of the 
British Government, including tl1e Prime Minister of England himself, gave vent· to their feel
ings which clearly showed their intolerance of Islam. Mr. A~quith in his Guildhall speech 

. referred to · Salonica as the gate through which Christianity had spread in Europe and· 
• expre•sed his ple~>Sure that it was pnce more in the hand of a Christian Power. There was 

not a word of regret at. the humiliation of England's old ally, Tur~ey, not a word of sym
pathy with the :Muslim world, but a hope that Constantinople itself might fall and be cleared 
of the presence of the 'hated Turk (Cries of "sl;ame"). Read the speeehes of Mr. Lloyd 
George, Mr. Churchill, Mr. Masterman and· Mr. Acland, and you will find the same exultant 
tone at the expulsion of the . followers of Islam from Europe. This attitude of the British 
Ministers dePply offended the ·sentiments and wounded- the religious- feelings of ·seventy 
millions o~ Musalman s\ibjects of his Imperial Majesty in India. Luckily at .this critical 
juncture two factors came in, which soothed the ruffied susceptibilities of· the Muslim com-

1 
. 

munity. "\Ve ha1•e now at the helm of the ~ndian· Government a Viceroy who grasped the 
· danger and at once handled the situation with tact and sympathy. His subscription towards 
the fund ~f the Red Crescent Society greatly .conciliated public opinion. He was nobly 

' ' assisted in his great task by men like Lords Carmichael and. Pentland, Sir Charles Bayley 
. . 

Sir James Meston _ and many other high European officials. These great statesmen have 
saved the situation. The latest instance of this. sympathy . is the opening of a subscription 
list by l1e1' Excellency Lady Hardinge to enable the Indian ladies to subscribe. Th .. 
Muslim of India can never forget all this kindness. 

'Hindu Sympathy, 

But more, much more than this official sympathy, what moved the Muslim communitl 
. . 

most was the universal sympathy shown by their Hindu. brethren (Loud cheers) in 
their dire affiiction. It clearly demonstrated the. fact that in times of danger and distress 
the tlfo sister communities of India could otill unite (Cheers). The moral and material 
s~pport. that we have rec~ived from them has gone straight to our hearts and conquered us. 
And in this respect no on~ has done nobler work than our veteran leader, Mr. Surendranath 
Banerjea (Loud cheers). You, Sir, <lay after day, in your paper, have soothed the lacerated 
feelings of your Muslim bretl~ren, expressed- your sincere sympathy with their outraged • 
sentiments and vigorously pleaded their cause. .I personally know that the daily comments 

• in the Bengalee on the progress of the war, were read by the Muslims of Behar' with eagerness 
and gratitude. Yon, Sir, have made a place for yourself in the hearts of yonr Muslim 
brethren, a place, permanent, abiding, which can never be shaken by any adverse wind of 
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political controversy (Loud cl>eers). You and my Hindu brethern have done great work. 
yon have brought the Hindus and Mnsalmans of India appreciably' nearer to each other. 
It is only a question of time when the two will stand side by side on this our national 
platform and work shoulder to sl10ulder for the regeneration of our common motherland . 
(Cheers): I do not know whether yon are aware of the fact, that already a great and 
powerful party of liberal Mussahnnns l1as arisen, whose aims and ideals are the aims and 
ideals of the Indian National Congress (Hear, hear and cheers): It is their firm deter
mination to work with their Hindu ·brethren. Your .sympathy in their hour of adversitw 
has accelera~ the work and. strengthened the hands of this party. And this is the party 
which is bound to load in future the Muslims of India (Hear, hear). But I must raise a 
note of warning... Remember that this grand work of building up a great and powerful 
nation may be entirely a11d ~rretrievably ruined by one single thoughtless word or heedless 
expression uttered on the public platform or written in the press. The gentlemen of the 
press, I ilnplore and entreat to be exceedingly careful how they l>andle any question which 
has the slightest bearing upon the Hindu-Muslim problem (Hear, Hear). It is no use to 
have a' battle royal over insignificant matters snch as the post of n depnty magistrate or 8 

aub-inspector of ~olice (Laughter). The press has great powPr in doing imme~se good to 
the country. It has also the power of doing immense harm. Let its pow<'!' be utilized for 
doing good. Some people have the notion that by writing vigoronsly and strongly on !' 
few appointments or a few nmpinations of mnnicipa!' commissioners they are championing 
the cause of justice. Nothing can bo further from the truth. They are simply creotin~ 

dissension where there should be harmony, they are beeeding ill-will where there should be 
feeling of brotherhood and affection. Let these petty things be left to smaller minds who 
cannot rise above their level. Let us have highest ideale and try to achieve them (Hear, 

hear). 
To my Hindu brethr~n I say, treat your Muslim brethren with sympathy nnd please 

do not run away with the idea that all Muslims are hopelessly reprobate and there is no 
hope for their regeneration. Nothing of the kind. Try to understand them by pntting . . 
yourselves in their position (Hear, hear). I have read of criticisms that the Musolmans of 
India think more of Turkey and Arabia than they do of India. It is quite true. · But have 
these critics ever tried to understand why this is so ? The . fact of the matter is that religion 
is still, as it has ever ' been .. in this . world, the chief determining factor' of tho conduct of a 
man and a nation. And the religion of the Muslims is outside India. TI;eir holy 1•laces• 
Mecca and Medina, the Mausoleums . of all ·their Imams, Sahabas and saints, are outJide 
India. It is one of the cardinal tenets of Islam thot all Muslims, no matter to what nation
ality, race· or rank of life they may belong, are brothers. In· their honse of God, there are 

, no reserved pews or any places 'uf distinction, and the humblest :Muslim .will not gh·e way 
to the proudest monarch of the world (Hear, hear). This doctrine is observed ·not only , 
in theory but in aetna.! practice. So there should be no. cavilling at Mnsalmans looking 
outside India. As long as one is a MllSa.lman one must look and cannot help looking out
side India for one's religious salavation. What I want to impr•ss npon my Hindu brethren 
is to have a wid~r outlook, accept facts as facts, And handle the situation with d•licacy and 
toleration. Indeed, .I believe that if they thoroughly and sympathetically understood the 
position, it would be a source of strength rather than of weakness to the calJse of Indian' 
nationality. 

To my own co-religionists 'I say, as yon are Musalmans you cannot but look bevond 
India, 'but do not forget your motherland. India has great claims O\'er all her son; and 
your neglect of her interestS i.J almost sinful. I invite you, nay I call upo;, you in. the 
sacred .name of your motherland to join this national assembly, which know• no distinction 
of class or creed, no distinction of Hindu or :Musalman (Cheers): I have heard some 
friends •ay that the Indian National C~ngreos is a Hindu organization. I deny the charge 
altogether. I repudiate it entirely. It may be worked by the Hindus; but why 1 Simply 
because .Musalmans will not come, forward and tske their proper share (Hear, hear). Its 
ideals have always been national and never sectarian. If the Muslim community baYe any 
griemnces againsb the Congress, I invite them to come here and ventilate them on this our 
common platform. I prophesy that they will find all their grievances chimerical and ima
ginary and will go away absolutely converted to the Congress cause. But perchance, if I 
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prove to be ,; false prophet, then we have a .••feguard in our constitution to the effect that 
ifa majority of iths i\Iuslim delegates ohject to a certain resolution being passed, it shall 

be dropped. Can there be anything fairer than this' safegnnrd in onr constitution? I know 

and I am confident that this appeal of mine will not go unheard and unnnswered. It hn.• 

already. been heard in my own province. Look:r.nroun<l you in this Pnmlnl mHl you will 
find .many Musalmans of light and leading taking part in onr proceeding•. Those who are 

not- in the seats reserved for . the delegate, are there in the seats 11llotted to the visitors. 

Perhaps thinking of the p•st, they have felt a little delicacy in openly joining us tl1is year 

(Laughter), but they a•e now as tr11e Congressm1in, as any of us. Only their body is in the 

gallery there, their heart is with us on the,clais here. (Chem·s). I hM·• <hve1t a litt.le ·too long 

on this Hindu-Mnsalman qnestion and .I have no doubt that I have tired you, (Cries of No, 
no), but I could n~t help myself. :fhis 'is my life-work. r wish the two •ister communities 

to understand ench other, have tolerance for each othor's wcakncsse.s, join hamls and work 
together., ,To my mind this ls one of tl1e greatest works to . which an Indian could de rote 

his life. l have spoken freely and fearlessly. If I have offended any one in this Panda! or' 

, outside it, I beg' his pardon and seck his forgiveness. I could not keep back my honest 

thoughts from this great gathering of my countrymen. I may ha\·e mtule n mistnke, lmt I 
felt a call to speak out. -

Jl'rovinclal ~utonomy. 

Brother-delegates, I have already taken much of your minable time, but with your 
permiSsion I should like to say a few words about some questions which are nt present 

exercising ·the minds of the Indian .people. The foremost of these questions is that Of 
.autonomous · provincial .. Govern!J1ents as foreshadowed in the • famous despatch of the 

Governrueut of India: · Alth.mgh the plain meaning of the simple words of the despatcl1 has 

been repudiated by Lord Crewe, the peopie will not alloiv the Gor~rnment of India to go 

" behind their own. written words (Hear, hear); Secretarie~ of State will come and go, but the, 

' despatch will remain for ever (Cheers), as a montiment to the liberal spirit of its framers ·and 

.as a sac1·ed pledge which the Government of India will always be reminde~ to fulfil. The 
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, :recognition of the principle of autonomous provincial Gorernment is a great triumph for 

the ideal of self-government on colonial lines, which has been put forward by the Congress ' 

before the country. No . doubt it is a distant ideal and at present the mind refuses to tra,·el 

the long and . weary distance, but a dny must come when India as a partner and a prcdomi

.ant · pa~tner of the great British Empire will be called upon to' manage her own afft>irs. 

Eve!1ts are quickly marching t01vards this consummation. Of .conrse, we shall hare to 

prepare oursel~es for tile day by tin~elfish, strenuous and devoted work. Much of what now 
passes for patriotism will hiwe to be swept nwt>y, the,ideas of narrow seetnl'ianism now 

rampant · will hare to be eradicated,' character and, capacity for the due discharge of the 

great trust Will hare to be acquired, the vast mllSS of depressed llllllll\nity Will }mre to be 

l'tlised to a higher level (Hear, hear), before we can aspire to the high aud p1·oud position of 

a self-gorerning nation.. E\·olntion.· is always·~ slow p1:ocess. lt is s]o)ver in the case of a 

people who are backward in,the 1tays of modern civilisation. My own ideal of the final 

constitution of the Go1·ernmcnt of tl111 country is small Prorincial States with complete 

. .autonomy and freedom from control' from outside in prO\·incial affail·s, with an Indian 

Parliament controlling the general relation of these states and . managing the affairs of the 
~ . . t - . .... 

whole. country, the . entire macl,linery. worked under the' guidance and snpre1ftncy of the 

British Parliament. I mny shortly put it in the phrase, fedemtcd states of India under the 
.aegis of British rule. 

· Legislative eouneils. 

But descending from the giddy l1eights of ideals to e1·ery-day prnctical politics, we 

mllSt endea.vour to perfect the machinery of,our present reformed Go,·eruuieut whicl; .in my 

.opinion ls anything but satisfactory. The reforms that I would suggest nrc, a non-official 

majo~ty for the Imperial Council, rigl;t of allowing members ~thor than the questioner to 

, put supplementary questions, and greater control !Jy the representati\'es of the people ore1· 

the lmpe;ial and · Provincial budgets. · T)le Hon'ble members of the lmperinl Council will · 

.bear me out that on, severn! occasions, such as the debates on the cotton excise duty aud 
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the gnld stand.ard reser,·e, ulRliy official membors were in ag1·eement with the views of the 
nun-official members,- but an attitude hostile to tlu! popular demand wns taken up by the 
Go,·ernmeut and the official member. had to vote ogainst their own conscience, This 
spectacle of high officials he{ng compelled to vote against tl;eir moral convictions is hardly 
edifying. If we had . a non-official majority, such a thing wonld be impossible. The 

Gol'ernment need not llM'e any lear of its being voted down on el'ery. occasion. It has a 
..,feguard in the rt>presentation of different classes and divergent interests, who are not 
expected to combine on ·any measure which' will injnre the interests nf either the Governnent or 
the people. But if they el·er ,·ote unanimously for any measure, then in my opinion it is proof 
1msitive of the fact that that particular measure is just and is absolutely indispensable. Then 
again a new safeguard will be added, .and that is the sense of responsibility that this reform will 
breNl in the members. Members will he more careful <>f their resolutions and questions than 
they are now. Of course the power of finally vetoing the measure will always remain as now 
with the Viceroy. In respect of the right of putting supplementary questions, it is at presen~ 
confined only to tlu;se members who put the original questions. l'his procedure is highly 
unsatisfactor~·. If the right was extende<l to other members; much useful information could be 
extracted and sometimes the effect of a mischievous question counteracted. As regards budget 
discussions, I must confess that to me they have an air of unreality about them. A cut-and-dry 
financial statement is presented by the ~'inauce Member and resolutions are moved. But there 
is no room for improl·ement. Already the assent of the Secretary of State has been obtain•d 
and any attempt to alter it is like knocking one's head against a stone wall. The final Budge~ 
may be debated u1•on and muclt valuable time lost in useless talk, but the Council cannot vote. 

' The whole procedure i• utterly absurd. :What is required is that the. representatives of the 
people should have a hand,iq framing the budget and .not only in discusseng it, 'and that the 
interference of the Secretary of State for India should be as little as possible. In short, there 
should be complete fiscal autonomy for India. . 

Another reform that is urgently needed is the revision of the Council regulations~ 
It i• a pity that the Goven1ment did not get hold of the opportunity this year of re
moving some of the objectionable features which disfigure them and have caused much 
legitimate dissatisfaction. My views on' the subjec~ are well known and I need not repeat 
them, but what I would urge upon you is not to gil'e up your efforts. until these regula
tions are modified, Without ent•ring into controversial points, I must say that I have 
always felt the injustice done to the Hindn community in the matter of franchise (Hear, 1 

hear). While the lnndholders and Mnsalll}ans ba,·e a franchise which is fiberal and extensive, 
'the general' electorates have merely an apology for a' franchise. I look upon · these elections , 

more it1 the light of a means for the political education of the people, than that of anything 
else a11d it is unjust that the large.st number should have no chance of receiving this educa_ 
tion. This inequality has given rise to a hitter.eontroversy which is distriiCting the country, 
and it is high time tl!at the matter should be put uo a satisfactory basis. .As regards special 
electorates I have often .;.id, do not try to disturb the present arrangements, but oppos& 
the extension · of tl!e principle to local bodies. The whole question iR a very complicated 
one and full of <\ifficulties, but in the interest of the country it must be solved. I would, 
therefore, propose a joint conference of Hind11 and. Musalman leaders at an early date. I 
belie>·e that at the present moment both communities are in a' better frame of mind to dis
cnss the question fairly and amicably. After coming to .. fnll understanding, let liS jointly 

·approach th• Government of India· to revise the regulations on the terms agreed upon 
· (Cheers). And then, I beliel·e, we shall succeed, 

South 1lfrlea, 

The next question which demands immediate solution is the Sontb African question. 
Our people ip the TrniiSI'aal and Natal ·are treated with unheard of cruelty, and we cannot 
be expected to sit•·quietly as long as their status is not impro•·ed. 'Ve claim, as subjects o! 
his Imrerial Majesty ami as citizens of the British Empire, the rights of free citizen•hip 
(Hear, hear). If the South African Go\'ernment are not willing or are not in e position t<> 
settle the question, then we must press our own Government to adopt measures of retaliation 
which will bring them to their senses (Hear, bear and ehoers). I am sure there are numerous. 
weapons in the hands of the Go1·ernment of India, which, if vigorously employed, will open 
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the eyes of the colonists and make them see the utter ,.untenability of their present position. 
If India is to remain contented, her people must .be treated with fairness add justice and 
not like slaves in his Majesty's dominions. It is not .r question of the treatment of a few 
thousand Indian colonists in South Africa, .but it' is a question'of principle involving the 
dignity and self-respect of Sla miJ!ions of his Majesty's subjects. Our friend and leader, 
the Hon'ble Mr. Gokha!e ·(Loud cheers), the ~dol • and hero of Behar, went to South Africa 
to see for himoelf the condition of our people· there, and I l1ave no doubt that you will 
hear from his own . lips th~ result of his mission. Let ·us, under his leadership, agitate for 
the rodress of the grievances of our brethren and vindicate our own dignity and.- self
respect. 

"Tbe :Vabllc Service eommlsslon, 

Brother-4elegates, the last point that I should like to toncb upon, and that very shortly, 
is the Pnblic. Service Commisoion.. The . perBOnnel of the Commisssion has given great dis-' 
satisfaction to Indians. Not that they object to the members appointed, but that the non-offi
cial ele~ent in it is represented by only one mljlllber. Undoubtedly, Mr.. Gokhale is the 
most representath·e Indian that we conld possibly have and ·a host in himself, but the addi

. tion of a !Jlw mo1·e non-official Indians would have m)lde the Commission more representative 
and given weight and. force to its findings. However, :W~ must press npon the Commission 
four reforms which, to my mind, are absolutely essentiJ>l for the good government of the 
country and the protection of our ·rights. They are the se~lBration of the judicial and 
executh-e services, the holding -of the Civil Service examination simul~aneously in England 
and India, the recruitment of judicial officers fro'•n the membe1"S of the bar, and the larger 
employment of our countrymen in the higher grades of the public service. These reforms 
have been so often urged from the Congress platform and the reasons for them are so 
obvious, that I need not detain yon by entering into details which, I am snre, will be fully 
and more. ably dealt with by other speaker~. 

eoncluslon. 

• Ladies and gentlemen, I would have liked to say something about a question which I 
consider as important as any that I have referred to, and that is the question of the intro
duction of free and compulsory education' (Hear, hear and cheers), but I have already ex
ceeded the proper limit and I must abstain.. I ence more apologize for any flaw that yon 
may have -noti~ed in our arrangements, and welcome . you with hearty good-will to the new 
capital of the new province of .Behar and Orissa. 

I 

.Brother delegates, now I invite yon to proceed with the formal election of_ our 
President-elect, the Hon'ble Rao Bahadur Mndholkar (Loud cheers). His life-long services 
in the cause of his motherland are well known to all Congressmen throughout the length 
and breadth of the country. · His .work in the Imperial Council has been of such a character 
that any patriotic son of India moy well be proud of (Cheers). Though nominated by the 
Government he ever.raised his voice on tile popular side and compelled the. admiration of 
the <!_fficials and non-officials alike. (Hear, Hear)_. We in Behar fee1 honoured by his presence 
amongst us, and we are sure that 1\Dder his able guidance the deliberations of the Twenty
seventh Indian National Congress will be a . complete success (Cheers, loud and con
tinued). 

. ELECTION OF THE . PRESIDENT. • 
. ' . 

BAnu SunENDRA NATH .BANERJEE ~Calcutta), who in rising to propose that the Hon'ble 
Rao Bahadur R. N. Mudholkar be elcted as the President of the l::Jongress, was received with 

.ovation, said :-

Mr. C!1alrman of the Reception Committee, Ladies ·and Gentlemen, before I proceed 
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to dischorge the duty which has been. assigned to me by ,the Reception Committee, I Mr. S. N. 
desire, with yonr permission, to discharge a personal obligation. With your permission, Sir, Banerjee, 
I desire to thank you, M~. Mazharul Haque; for the very kind w~rds which you have spoken 
of me and of the great Hindu community to which I have the honour to belong (Cheers). 
Let m~ assure you tl1at the troubles and the tribulations of Islam have awakened a deep 
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and responsive echo iu the heart of the great Hindu com~unity in India ( cheel'll). We 
deeply sympathise with Turkey iu her misfortunes, witlt Persia in her troubles .and tribnla
tions, with yon, 1ny Mahomedan fellow-countrymen, in your sorrow for the misfortunes of 
Islam: May this feeling of solidarity· and growing sympathy between Hiltdns and Maho
medans increBSe and deepen to ti1e mutual advantage of both the communities and to the 
abiding, lBSting and permanent benefit · of the motherland to 1vhich we all ~clung. That' 
is the hope, the ideal,-the aspiration of every Indian, be . he a Hindu or a ty:ahomedan, 
Gentlemen, now that I have discharged my personal obligation, I desire to lay beft•re yon, 
at the request of the Reception Committee, a proposition, which, I am sure, will be 
unanimously and enthusiastically, supported. I beg to propose that the Hou'ble Rao 
Bahadur R. N. Mudholkar be elected Pl't'sident of this Congress (Cheers). The cheers 
which .have greeted this motion are an index that the motion has been accepted· by you 
with alacrity and enthnsiBSm, They prove something more. They demonstrate that the 
feelings which had been evoked by a recent contro1·ersy, to whicb I will not more specifi
eally allnd~ has llltogetber pBSSed away and that the controversy itself hilS faded away into 
the domain of ancient history, and that, ltere BSSembled in this Congress, we, are all 
prepared, according. to the measure of our capacity, according .to the meaaure of our 
opportunities, to accord to . Mr •. M<ylholkar our whole-hearted _support (Loud ani! con
tinued Cheers) in the discharge of his arduous duties, so that his occupation of the P•·esi
dential chair may redound to the credit of our great national organisation and ensure 
the success of tltis year's sitting. · Mr. Mudholkar does not come to us as a stranger, 
he is not an article' imported from abroad (Laughter) and perched. over our heads. 
He is one of us, he may · not be one of the greatest, but still he is the first among eq nals, 
prim!UI inter paru. Mr. · Mndholkar is a vetemn Congress leader, be belongs to that· 
distinguished and patriotic band who, by their devotion and .self......,rificing labours, have 
built up this 

1 
noble institution, which, it is no exaggeration to say, 'embudies all that is best 

and noblest in the public life of India (Cheera). If you go througb the proceedings of tbe 
Congress meetings that have been belil xear after year and go.'tbrongb tbe lung and ,·ulu
ntinous records, yon will lind bim always present, always helping us in our deliberatious and 
always leavening the acerbity of our debate& widt. that element of sobriety and moJeratio~ 
which constitntes s~ conspicuous a featnre of his own pnblic life (Cheers). Sir, it has often 
<>ccurred to me that som~ one amongst us ought to write the history of this Cougl'Cli8 mol·e
ment which covers so wide an expanse of contemporary history; and if any one nf ns were to 
do so, aa I hope ~orne younger member will, I am sure be would. 88!1ign a conspil:tlOilll place 
to the distinguished gentleman whom we~ about to inrito to fill the Presidential chair. The 
Indian National Congress has produ~ed many notable men and Mr. Mudholkar is not the 
least notable among them. · Sober, moderate, hard-headed, he is a Mahratta, never losing 
Jtiil balance of mind and the even serenity of his temper, not ruffied by the excitement of 
debate ; and it is a pleBSure to be associated witb him in our deliberations whether as a 
friend or, as a foe (Cheers). I For more' than 20 years, I !tope I am not undcr-sta.ting the 
.situation, for more than a quarter of a century, Mr. Mndholkar has given all that is bes~ 
in him to the BCfvicc of the ·congress and of the motherland. His has been iu one sense 
a life of self-consecration and of self-dedication to the highest purposes of Indian ad vance
ment. And his activities have been of tbe mos~ compt·ehensive order. They have not 

• been confined to politi<!s. He is a keen .social reformer and an ardent worker in the field 
<>f Industrial activity. ·In the year 1890 be and I, associated with the late Mr. Allan Hnme 

< • 
whose ileath we deplore, went on a deputation to England to agitate for a wider expansion 
and a r<Hlonstitntion of the Councils. We

1 
were fortunate enongb to secure the s~pport and 

sympathy of Mr. Gladstone. The mission was successful ; and in 1892 by a Pnrliamentary 
Statute of that · year the Councils were reformed and expanded, I can bear testimony to the 
splendid work which my friend Mr. Mudholkar did on that occasion (Cheers). Since then 
many years have elapsed. He is no longer young. I am afraid most of us ore not, but I 
am sure he bas not grown old (Laughter). The ardour, the patriotic ardour, which 'dis
tinguished him in his youth still re.mains unabated ; age has brought its legacy of mature 
judgment and ripeness of experience. l'hese are the qualities which we need in our 
leaders, especially in the President of the Congre•s in the new era wbicb has dawned since 
the Royal visit, an era which, I hope and trust, will be signalised by our co-operati~n with 
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which my friend possesses in full abundance. \Ve have invite<! him to· fill the Presidential Mr. S. N. 
'<lhnir, because we believe he is fully qualified fo~ that great office ; we ha.·e invite<! him Banerjee. 

· because we want to mark om· sense of npp•·cciation of his great and distinguished pnblie 
•$ervice by conferring on hirn the highest reward which it is in Olll' power to , bestow and 
finally because we feel that in the new conditions which hn•e been developed in this country 
we ·need the wise gnidance of a lcade•· .,f his great nhility, of his unflinching pat•·iotis•u, of 
his moderate views and of his genial personality. \Vith these words, gllntlcmeu, I heg to 
p•·opose thnt the Hon'ble Rao Bah,tdnr R. N. Mndtwlkar be elected the Pr.,si<lcnt of the 
Congress : . (Loud and continued Cheers). · 

Tns HoN'nLB Mn. G. K. GoKHALE, (Poona), who wns · t·ecci<ed with nn ovation 
.and lo~d cri?" of Bantle ,Jlatamm seconded th~ pt•oposition and in doing so he said :-

Mr. G. K. 
Gokhale • 

Brother-delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, I· heg to second this }ll'opnsotl. After 
what has fallen from onr friend Babu Surendra Nath B<merjee, I do not think it is necessary 
for me to say anything more to commend this pro1•osition to yonr ileceptance. However 
·with your permis~ion, I will make one or two observ.•tions. Ln<lics· an<! · Gentlemen, it has 

. been my privilege nmv for many years to be Oil terms of warm and affectionnt.e fJ'ieru\ship 
with Mr. Mudholknl' 'nud I have had therefore special opportunities ,of a<lmiriug the ~··oat 

·qualities which we nil associate IVitlt IIim-lfid ardeut patriotism, his wi<le kuowl<l<lge of 
public questions, his sound jndgmeut and his great zeal and industry in the public interest ; 
but it is not of tl1ese that I want to speak on this occa.<ion. I would rather refer to one or 
two sides or his public life which, I confess, appeal to me even more iu some re.<peets than 

' these qualities. Fil·st is llis extra6dinary· de1·otiou to t!tis great Nationnl lnstitn~ion of 
. "'urs-the Indian Nationnl Congress. No tnnn among;<t us-1 state the phtin tr.nth whon I 

"'ay this-no man amongst us bas done more in his Province for the Cong•·ess than what Mr . 
.Mndholkar has <lone in the Provin'ce of Berar. He has kept the flag of the Cor.gress, 
-tbrouglt good. t·eport and throngh e.-il report, flying in that province such a. no b"'ly else 
has done in his Province ; he has freely placed his talents, l1is energy, his enthusiasm and his 
purse at .the dispo~al of the Congress during quarter of a century and he has stoml in this 
matter a test to which I should not ordinarily have referi'e<l, but to .whieh T think I can Tery 
well refer this yoor. 'La<lies an4 gentlemen, I rejoice personally and I am sure we all 
rejoice that the honom· of presiding over this Congress, the highest honour in the gift of this 
-country has at !liSt e<•me to our friend, Mr. · Mndholkat•. Many of us feel that this 
honour .has long been · overdue to him ( Hear, Hear ) ; . many of ns feel that this shoul<l 
have come to him much earlier than now and many of us know how strenuon~t, how actil·e 
litiS been his work for the Congress ever since. tl1e Cong•·ess came into exist~nce. Often
times in the past, ah any rate several times in tho 1rast, his name has been before the coun
try in· connection with the PI'Ilsidentship of the Congress ; and yet he has been passed Cll·er,. 

"sometimes passed .over so markedly as to lun·t even a man smaller than M1:. i\It;<llwlkar, 
..,ome one less dev.oted to tl1e Cong•·ess than Mr. Mnuholktir. I am sure that we all admire 
the dignity with whiclt he ·has borne himself when such occasions arose. He ne•·e•· sai<l any
thing about this matter ; and these occasions made no <liffcrence in his demtion to the Con

,g:·ess. . He bas always been at his post, at his duty ; he has always been in his seat in the 
Congress ; h' has always done everything he could to fnrthet· the cause of ·the Congress 

·( Cheers ). . The secoll!! fe'ature to which I \Vant to refer is his genel'otts attitude of appreciation 
.and encouragement to all junior workers in imblie life. And here, gentlemen, ·1 speak from 

· '· f h'' k N I ·' k pel'sonal expertcnce, becau,se I am one o sue }UlliOl' wor ~ors. . ever 1ave Jltntot• wm· pers 

·turned to Mr. Mudholknt• fot· sympathy, advice or guidance in vain. He has freely given 
what was in him ; be has freely giveri what was best in him, in 01·der that these men might be 

-encouraged and in or<ler that they might acquit themselves well in theh· se1·vice to the cause 
of the country.. I think we need leaders like Mt·. · i\Imlhollmr in om· public life, and I rejoice 

·Onee more that at last we have an opportunity of offering him the Presidential chair and of 
.. showing the regard In which we hold hhp. .With these words, gentlemen, I second the 

proposal' that. has been made. 

THR HoN'DLR PANDIT MADAN MoHAN M.~AVIYA ( guahabad ), who rose ami<lst loud 
-cheers. to support th~ Resolution, said:-Ladies and gentlcm~n, it is with sincere pleasure 
that I support ~he Resolution, which has been so ably moved by my friend Babu 'Surendra 

Mr. M. M. 
Malaviya, 
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N nth Banerjee and seconded by my friend the Hon 'ble 11-Ir. Gokhnle. I do not think I 
should stnml any more between you and the President. I mo~t whole-heartedly support the* 
proposition n••<l I have no doubt you will carry it with acdamation. 

Tna HoN'nL&.:Mn. N .. Suuu RAo, (Madras) :..:...On behalf of Madras I heartily support 
the Resolution which bas been placed before you, 

L.ILA HAnKISHEN LAL, (Lahore) :-I have also Yery great pleasure in supporting this. 
propdtion. 

Mr. A. C.. . BAnu A>nnoA CnAnAN MAZUlllDAn, ( Bengnl ), who was r_eceired with cheers, ~urtb~r
Mazomdar. supported the Resolution and in doing so said :-Gentlemen, there IS scnrerly nny resolutiOn lD 

the Congress programme which does not a~ almost e\·ery session and at the outset go a-beg
ging for a moYer, n ·seconder and a sUJ>porter ; an~ although all our fl'.solutions by a myste
rious process ultimately find the strongest and the most· powerful exponents for their advo
c~cy, yet even th<t stalwarts in the camp seldom shoulder their guns without an amount of 
preliminary ,coquetry. llut, gentlemen, the resolution which has been so ably moved by 
our esteemed leaders, Babu Suremh'R Nath Banerjee; and tl1e Hon'ble, Mr. Gokhale ill an 
exception to the general rule. It is a resolution on which every one of this ,·ast aasembly 
at. the slightest bidding from our esteemed Cl1airman of the Reception Committee would at 
once rush in crying "Y ab, Yah, I mo>e, I second, I support." Strictly speaking, gentle-
men, it is not a resolution of tbe Congrei!S. · Yon have onder the constitution already elected 
your President and this resolution is only a formal announcement to introduce to you and 
to this assembly the man of your choice, although in the case of OIU' esteemed and familiar 

Maharaj
Komar of 
Tekari. 

. friend such introduction is perferctly unnecessary.· The name of the Hon'ble Ran Bahadur 
R. N. Mudholkar is familiar to the educated, the half-educated and the quarter-educated' 
( Laughter) community of this country. Simple and unostentatious in his habits of life, lofty 
and majestic in his thoughts and ideas, steadfastand eminently practical in the execution of" 
his work; Mr. Mudholkar is one of those few men in this country, who are perpetually pushed· 
to the front by force of circumstances. S!1preme in the command of the political situation 
of hi• own Pro\·i~ce. Mr. Mudbolkar bas long been charged with the industrial e~peditions... 
into the -country where his patriotic labo11nr have served to give a strong and· healthi. 

. impetus to the industrial and economical movement ln every Province. The Victoria 
Technical Institute at Amraoti is a monument of his labours, while not a few of the mills. 
and facto1ies in the Berars bear eloquent testimony to his patriotic services towards tlui deve
lopment of that Province. 'Like his own Province, Mr. Mudholkar bas seldom known where
to stnud still and his lliBny-sided acthitic$ have perpetually driYen him from pillar to post, 
Gentlemen, in 1890 he went to England as your delegate to the British public, along with 
my esteemed friend and chief Babu Surendra . N ath Bannerjee,. and you know what 
eminent services he then rendered to the country. His labours' in the Supreme Legislative
Council since 1910 are well-known to the country ; and I as a man of Eastern Bengal-as a 
Beugalee--cau never forget the helping ··band which he always stretched out to us in the days 
of. our trials and tribulations (Cheers). Such is the mao that bas been cl•oseo as the 
Speaker of~ this House at its Twenty-Seventh Session. Brother-delegates, you may well b.,.. 
afraid of his ·gong ; bnt I can assure you, if such au S:surance were needed, that you have 
nothing to fear from his judgment and decision. With these words I support the proposal 
that the Hon'ble Rao B~hadur'R. N. Mudholkar do take the chair of this Congress, and I 
hope you will carry this proposal with acclamation (Cheers) .. . . . 

. Ta& HoN'BLE MAHAnu-KupAn GoPAL SoiiAN NARAIN S1NGB or T&KARI, (Behar), further
oupported the election and said :-After the eloquent speech of Mr. Surendra N atlt Banorjee not 
much remains for me to say regarding our President-elect. He has been a prominent figure 
in the public life of our country e>er since the Congress \Vas started .. and. we all know 
how manfully ,he has worked for the national cause. · When he went to England 

118 
one ~f" . 

our delegates in 1890 he did more than one man's work on that occasion .. He is a monu-· 
ment of perseverance on public questions and his activities have been many-sided. At a 
time when very few of our prominent men took interest in industrial matters Rao Bahadur 
Mudholkar brought the industrial question to the front by his eloquence .. The Victoria 
Technical ~chool, Amraoti, ow,es its foundation largely to his untiring eJortw, Several mills 
and factories in Berar owe their inception to him. He has aJI his life been an advocate of in--
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' , 
dustrial and technological .education, and has been the General. Secretary of the · Industrial 
Conference e1·er since the institution was started. I11 1908 he was elected President of the 
All-India Industrial Conference at Madras and his speech on that occasion has given a 
masterly survey of the imJustrial situation of our country. His efforte as a political worker 
have been appreciated by the Government and our. late Viceroy Lord Mintoj nominated 
him to the Council in recognition thereof. In the · Council as well as outside 'it our 
Hon'ble friend has advocated the cause of .his Province in the ,hatter of its recognition a~ a 
unit of Provincial Government and the Legislative Council recently instituted for the Central 
Provinces and · Berar has crowned his efforts with success in that direction. On behalf of our 
own Province I offer him my sincere congratulations upon the inauguration· of the Council. With 
svch a man as this to conduct om deliberations here our Congress is bonnd to be a sucpess. 
and I commend to you his election as President 9f the first session of the Behar Congress. 

THE HoN'B.LE Mn. MAZHAR-DL-HAQDE :-I take it that you elect the Hon'ble Rao 
Bahadur R.,N. Mudholkar a8 our President (cries of" Yes," "Yes," and cheers). ' 

The Hon'ble Rao Bahadur R. N. Mudholkar was then inducted into the Presidential 
chair and garlanded by the Chairman of the Reception Committee who also garlanded at; 
the same time the Hon'ble Babn fi!urendra Nath Banerjee, the Hon'ble Mr. G. K. Gokhale, and! 
Mr. D. E. Wacha. , 

THE HoN'BLE RAo BAHADUR R. N. MADHGLKAR then rose to deliver his inaugural ad
dress ~nd was received with a tremendo,us ovation, cries of Band• Mataram,, and loud and 
continued cheers with the waving of handkerchiefs. When the. ·cheers had subsided, the • 
President delivered the following inaugural adch:ess :-

BnoTHER-DELEGATES~ LADIES AND GENTLEHBN :-

I · an\ very grateful to you for . the .. signal honour you have ~nferred upon me 
by electin~ me President of this year's . session of 'the Indian •Nat~onal Congress.· 
The words in which my respected leader, Mr. Surendra Nath Banerjee and ·my brother, 
the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale, and· !"Y other brothers have spoken of me have moved me 
deeply and all I qan say is that I cannot better acknowledge what they have sai~ • 
than by saying that I feel highly honoured by what they have said. Gentleme'!, the Presi
dentship Gf the Indlan National Congres,s is the highest dignity which an Indian can aspire 
to obtafn at the hands of his countrymen. Deeply indebted as I am to yon for the con
fidence and trust reposed in me I' depend upon yow:_ kind cO-operation and indulgence 
to discha.rge satisfactorily the r~sponsible work entrusted tp me. , '. 

The attempt on the Life of His Excellency the VIceroy, 
' . 

Brother-delegates, we had expected to meet under very happy and cheerful circums- P ld t' I 
tances with a full measure of that buoyant hopefulness which has come so_ markedly over r:~dr~~s:a 
the country since His Imperial Majesty's gracious announcements and declarations , of twelve 
months ago. The sky was clear and serene. There was not a speck of cloud, but now 
when every one was congratulating the country upon the prevalence of general goodwill 
a thunderbolt has •fallen from the blue firmament and a peculiarly atrocious and heinous 

• ' ·t I 

outrage committed by some miscreant upon. one who, by- his genuine sympathy for the 
people of this c9tmtey and solicitude for their advancement, has won the regard, respect 
and admiration of all sections of the Indian community, has come as a shock to all, · pro
ducing deep sorrow, anxiety . and ·dejection. Every true Indian heart feels the most pro
found sympathy for His Excellency and phe noble companion of ·hi~ life, an':! while 
thankful tl!at H,is Excellency has a Providential escape with his 'life, is plunged in' real 
anxiety and is offering devoted prayers to the -Almighty for his speedy recovery and restora

tion to health. 

For the perpetrator of that foul deed nothing but· the most intense illdignatipn and 
detestation are 'felt. We · fervently . hope that he and his associates will be. discovered and 
will receive the condign p~nishment which . he and they so richly deserve. Such persons 

' are the. enemies of their race, their country, of the whole humankind. Acts like these will 
not-can· never-secur~ or promote the . well-being and progress .of any people. The 
spirit. out of which has sprung anarchical misdeeds must he exorcised. Every body must 
jom in stamping it out. 
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' 
Brother-dele~tes, the sons of India have before them a high and mighty task which 

Presidential is as noble as it is arduous. Born and placed in a country on which nature has showered 
Address. 

her rich gifts bountifully and the inheritors of great civilizations, lofty ideals and stirring 
traditions, the Hi~dus, the Mahomedans, the Parsis, · the Christians of this land ltave a 
mission as inspiring and as glorious as any that has . moved ancient and modern nationali
ties t.O achieve feats of renown and conquests over mind. To create a nqtion by the 
fusion of -what .. is, jeeringly • called a jumble 'of races, castes and creeds, to we!~ together 

communities whkh haye often stood in sharp antagonism to one aaother, to wipe oft the 
memorieS · of. rivalry .. nd hostility continued for centuries and reconcile conflicting aims and 
ideals, to develop-unity and solidarity amongst them, to raise their intellectual power to 

the . highest atl!aiilable· point, to secure for them a position of eqnality and respect among' 
the nations of the world : this and nothing Ieos is tbe work before tbem. And this and 

none other h~s been the object set before itself by the Congress. 

The basic principles of the Congress, on (he lines of which our work has been carried • 
on these 27 years and which are embodied in the Congreas Creed,_ constitute a goal which, 
while it is the only one possible, and attainable, is also elevating and inspiring to a high-
' souled people. . The British rule is recognised by all rational and thoughtful persons to be 
a Providential dispensation, destined to contribute to the material, moral and political 
elevation of this land. It has brought about conditions which made 11 united India and 
an Indian natio~ possible. It has supplied the gaps and the deficiencies which existed in the 
Hindu and Mahomedan politics and in their political conceptions, It is affording the train
ing, the trial and the probation necessary for the establishment of the representative form of 
government, the only form onder which a aelf-respecting nation can consent to live. Sub-

. jecta of the same Sovereign, governed by the same laws, living nuder .the same administra-
tion, common interests, common disabilities and common responsibilities have generated a 
Sense ?f unity and a feeling of brotherho~d such as never existed before. Their mi11ds expand-' 
ed -and their intellectual horizon widened by the study of the literature, history and political 
philosophy of the West, Indians have come to appreciate the higher political fife deve-

o 
loped iu Great Britain and other western countries and to long for ita introduction in India, 
British subjects, they claim the full rights of British ~itizenship. Members of a world-wide 
empire, they want to be placed on a footing of equality with the people of the most advanced 
parts of it. · 

This is our goal, and we aim at attaining !t. by constitutional procedure and by peaceful 
methods. 

' . elar Ideal. 

This goal is set up for the purpose of attaining a great ideal. A political organisation 
though t!!e Congress is, we do not regard politics as everything, as the be-aU and end-all . ' " 
()f life. Political rights and privileges, political institutions, political power itaelf are only 
means to an end. They are useful only in that they facilitate the establishment of that 
higher, more harmonious, more perfected life in which men dedicate and consecrate themselves 
to the service of their fellow-creatures and the glory of God. 

Brethren, the people' of India have a great mission to fulfil, a great part to play in 
the ..progress of the world. The reconciliation of jarring. creeds,- the harmonising of all 
religions, the unification oi all faiths, the spiritnalisatioo of life in which, in the language of 
the ~oly oBhagavadgita, every thought, every word, ·every deed ought to be consecrated 

to· God, is the task assigned to ns. And it is 'to enable us to effectually perform this sacred 
duty that we are striving for the establishment of a social organization fn which peace and 
order reign, which enjoys immunity . from external trouble and aggression, in which know
ledge and devotion flourish and in which love for one another and for the whole human race, aye, 
for all senUent things, is the basis of life. 

Behar. 

There is a peculiar appropriateness i~ directing our thoughts . for a moment to tl .. 1 . te 
spmtua . bas1s of our political work, the inner spring of our acth·ities on this o~asion when 
in completing the fourth Saptaka (cycle of seven years) of its ·existence 'the Congress h t 
the invitation of the leaders of Behar come to' Pataliputra, the reno~n•d capital of Mag:h:. 

• 
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A powerful kingdom·· from the Mahabharat times when the redoubtable :Jarasandha reigned p "d t" I · res• en I& 
<>ver it, and a mightier empire in the times of the Mlmrya Chandragupta, Bimhasara and Address, 
Asoka, Behar's an~ient eminence is placed on a still higher pedestal by . its being the country 
which gave birth to Gautama Buddha and Mahavira, the land which sent to distan~ climes 
light and !''essage of peace, of universal love, of universal compassion. And though · the 
turn of the wheel of fortune brought centuries of humbler condition, the constitution this 
year of Behar along with Orissa and Chota N agpnr into a pro;ince is 1\n augury of the 
return of your former greatness and the forer~mner of a highe~ fortune.'. "~emost among 
those who have been devoting themselves .. to unite in brotherly relations the Mahomedans 
and Hindus, you, tnen of Behar, have before . you not only that great task, but the. higher . .. . . 
<>ne of resuming the work of your forefathers to carry to all parts of this great continent a 
:rejuvenated faith of universal fraternity and Jove. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Rume. 

· · It is the belief in the loftiness of the mission of the Congress and faith in the great 
future of India which attracted to it the services. and devotion of high-souled Englishmen 
~ike Sir William Wedderburn, the late Mr." Bradlaugh, ·Sir Henry Cotton, and of that great, 
.good man Allan OcttWia~ Hume. Brother-delegates, when we met last year this season, 
in Calcutta, we congratulated ourselves upon Mr. · Hume being still left to us; and felicitated 
him upon the partial consummation of )•is · desires and the accomplishment of the most 

important item of the Congress progamme formulated in the year of its birth. He is now 
no more I The father, the founder of the Cong•·ess, he who worked for it day and night, 
winter and summer, through good repnte and ill, to tend, to nourish the child of his 
affection, . he .;..Ito in the most critical and difficult period of its . existence labunred for it as 

no other man did, has gone, and we all mourn his loss as that of a parent. It was my 
·privilege to come into c~ose and personal contact with him at the time when · his energies 
were still vigorous. · I witnessed not only the intense assiduity and applicatiol\ which he 
brought to bear upon his, self-imposed task but saw every moment· manifestations o! the 
depth, the profundity of his love and afl'ection for India. To our work he applied his 
.great faculties, his clear and plmctrating vision and l1is literary talents with the whole-hearted
ness of a devotee. For us he incnrred ·t~e anger and ·hatred of men of his race, suffered 
()bloquy and contumely and ungrudgingly bore even pers.;.ution. Abandoning all thoughts 
()f enjoying his well-earned repose after years of hard, conscientious official work· and giving 
up his favourite scientific pursuits which had secured him a recognition from emine(\t 
savants, he devoted his disciplined mi~d ·and his energies unstintedly to the rearing of his 
<:hild, even when he was visited with . one of the greatest .domestic 9alamities · which can 
befall a man and his heart was bleeding with a great sorrow. Ladies and gentlemen, it 

- is very doubtful if the Congress plant would have been the hardy tree that it now is, if 
there had not been Mr. Hume to water and tend it ih the years of its infancy ana to proc 
teet it against the furious blasts of attacks and persecution. The progress of tl;e reform 
movement in India and the victory it a\)hieved within seven years of. the founding of the 
Congress, were mainly due to the net-work of organisations ]lrought into existence in this 
<:ountry under his guidance and the vigorous newspaper and platform~ campaign carried on 
in England by his' efforts and those of his coadjutors, _Sir William Wedderburn, Mr. 
Dadadhai Naoroji and the late Mr. William Digby. When adrancing years, persistent 
illness and domestic sorrows r~ndered him incapable of continuing his former work, his 
heart was still in India ; and oft from his sick-bed did he. send st!rring, warming, lnlivening 
appeals and exhortations to cheer our drooping energies in the days of reaction and to rouse us 
into acti~ty when we .. were slackening in our efforts. 
Brethren, he was, 

~On~ who never turned his back but marched breast forward 
Never doubted clouds would break, 

Never dreamed _though right were woroted ,nong would triumph, 
Held we fall to rise, are baffled to fight better, 

Sleep to wake. 

• 

Men like him and Sir William. belong to all climes and to all countries. His 
was a pure, loving,. saintly life, devoid of selfishness and pettiness. We owe him" gratitude, . 
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~ 1 ". •y ]11's soul atta1'n that higher plane uf elevation for it WaS' affect10n, ove, rererence. ..:.no 

Presidential qualifled by a life of meritorious deeds ! 
Address. . . 

True Dame Memorial. 
• • 

Brother-delegates, the question of a suitable memorial to our departed great lea~er 
is engaging the attention of prominent Congressll;len, and 'there is no doubt that Indians • 
will not fail to testify their reTerence and affection for him. His most permanent memorial, 
far more I118ting than any work of bronze or mar~le or any architectural structure, will be
the sl1rine erected in the tab~rnacle .of the heart of -a grateful and luTing peopl8! who will 
for eTer cherish hls memory, with or without a visible token, just as .the memory of Moses 
or Aarcn continues dear to the Israelites even unto this du, thousands of years after their 
entry into the Promised Land. Gentlemen, in no better way can Congressmen nod · 
Indians ol all shades of political opinion demonstrate' their admiration and esteem for on& 
who made such sacrifices· for their good than by continuing the work of.national unification . 
. of mental, moral and economic regeyeration, and of the promotion of British and Indian 

unity. ' 
In one respect Mr. · Hume was indeed more fortunate than Moses; for it was permitted 

to him not · only to haTe 1 a sight of th«1 Promised Land bot to see his people make their 
entry therein and to witness that they bad ecme tsste of the ntilk and honey of political life. 
It is true we are still far away from the Holy City and cannot. say when oor ~ation will be
vouchsafed the blessed priv,lege of the sight of the Holiest of the Holy, But sore as dar 
follows ·night shall we attain this consommation of oor highest desires, il we are but faithfui 
to.the great men who joined to found the ·congress. adhere to the_ principles laid down br 
Hume, W edMrburo, Dadabhai, Baonerjee, and follow the. path marked out by them, 

Recent Troubles. 
Like the Israelites of old we too had our wanderings in the desert, oor trials, our 

• 
temptations, 01111 douqts of the goodness of the Lord, ·the revolt of some of oor countrymen 
against His authority, their worship of the golden calf. But all that has passed away 
like a hideous nightmare, never to return we devoutly trost. It was indeed a dark 
period of storm and stress, when the distrust and resentment produced · by the smo
thering of just and l~mg-cherished aspirations, · by the open flouting by the bead of 
the Indian Gov~rnment of legitimate ideals, and the undisguised attempt to nullify Royal 
pledges and Parlimentary rights, · while they lllled the true friends of English and 
Indiaa union with ·grief. and sorrow produced deplorable aberrations among some unthink .. -
ing persons and impatient &pirits. To the deep gloom and uneasiness of .that ~tgiJM of reac
tion and the ascendan~y of autocratic methodo, when even hopeful and sanguine tempera
menta bad fallen into dejection and despondency, succeeded an interval of suspense, when 
the mind trembled between alternate hopes and fears, 'anxious .to find out whether the· 
Liberal p:>rty would prove true tO its traditions, and whether the grat philosopher-states
man whose words of wisdom had carried instruction anti consolation to thousands would· 

• give practical effect to the principles expounded by him. These times of tribulation, of · 
anxiety, of suspense, have been foiioW'ed by a happier period, when a substantial portion 
of our most important demand having been granted, winter has turned into spring nuder 
the beneficent rays of the sun of reform and ·conciliation. · 

' 
The New Era, ' . 

Gentlemen, in the development of this policy of conciliation and reform, the year 1912 
waa aa nfemorable as the year 1911. In continuance of that noble and wise policy wbich 
has woo fo~ His Majesty the abiding affection, gratitude, attachment and loyalty of the 
Indian people, and which found· a fitting expression in the moment~os 'BDDouncements 
made' at Delhi, His Majesty made, in the course of the functions and ceremonials held 
at Calcutta, declarations which not' only created unbounded enthusiasm and rejoicing in. the 

_ country at th~t time, hut have planted hope eternal in the Indian breast. Replying to the 
'llddress from the University of Cal~utta, His Majesty said : "Six years ago I sent from 
England to India a messllge of sympathy. To-day in India I give to Indi• the watchword . 
of hope. On every side I trace the signs and stirrings of new life. Education has given 
you hope, and through better and higher education you wiii build up !Jigher and better 
hopes." 
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. Every utt"[ance of His Majesty, his replies to public bodies, his valedictory speeches, 
h. t th E I' h t' . . st: • . h I . h f h I f I d' Presidential IS messages o e ng IS na 10n, are m me. w1t ovmg sympat y or t e poop e o n 1a, Address, 
deep solicitude for their welfare and generous desire to- promote th~ir advancement in every 
sphere of life. He has bid us HoPE, EnucATB, UNITE., .A more gracious, b'eneficent, loving' 
advice could hardly be given. 

It is a matter of grateful satisfaction to us that His Excellency Lord Hardinge is actuated 
by a. similar spirit of genuine sympathy and generous desire ·for the welfare of the people 
under his charge and that the policy of confidenee ~nd trust in the pe~ple is receiving . . 
greater and greater attention from the heads of the Provincial Governments. 

Troubles of Turkey, ,. 
Brother-delegates, before I proceed to ?>ncb upon those questions which demand our 

immediate consideration, I have, on y_our behalf and of my humble self, , to give expression to 
the profound sorrow and sympathy whfch the Hindus and all non-Moslem Indians feel for 
our. Moslem brethren in the great misfortupe which has ov~rtaken the Khalifate, and the 
struggle for existence· which the Turkish Empire has to carry on against a powerful combina
tion. When the political sky is ov~rcast .with dark J>nd threa~ening clouds, it fs not desirable 
for us, the subjects of a. Powe:f· which is striving to preserve the strictest neutrality, to enter 
into the merits of the quarrel between the various belligerant Powers, nor are. we in a posi
tion to discuss them with adequate knowledge. But as staunch believers in the supremacy of 
the moral l~w and upholders of the principle of . peaceful evolution, this much I believe iB 
permissible to us to say, that it is possible to satisfy the just and legitimate aspirations of the 
Christian provinces of the Turkish Empire .without destroying the ·existence or the importance 
of Turkey or subjecting her to the humiliating condition of powerlessness. 

' The li'rogress Achieved. , 

Brother-delegates, I now' request your attention to the work .which.lies before us. The 
chief plank in the Congress platform has been and must continue to be the securing of a steadily 
increasing association of the people in the work of administration. In the interests of India and 
England alike, our great aim is to make the British Government a N ationf\l Government of the 
British Indian people composed of the Indian communitiep and the domiciled and resident 
Britons. The .first stage of this great work has been achieved. In both the legislative and higher' 
executive . functions of Government, Indians have, by the constitutional reforms, inaugurated 
in 1909, been accorded considerably g":eater participation and a higher position than before. 
The old Legislative Council haye been expanded, the number of additional members has 

. been largely increased, ,the principle of election . recognised . and applied in no illiberal spirit, 
their· powers· and functions enlarged, their capacity to serve popular interestS enhanced by 
extension of the right of interpellation, of moving of resolutions on subjects of public import
ance, of discussing · the Financial·· Statements. . Two new Provincial Legislative Councils 
with lik& powers have been created, 

In the sphere of higher executive function,, our demand about the appointment of 
lndian in the ·Council of · the • Secretary of State and in the Executive Councils of the 
Governor-General and Of 'Governors has been granted : and so has been that other claim of 
Tital importance, the creation of Council Governments in other provinces. Bengal has got . . 

• its Executive Council with· an Indian· member and so has the newly constituted province of 
Behar and Orissa. There seems every prospect· of the United Provinces obflllining their 

. . . . 
desire soon. 

I 
In- one respect the admission of Indians into the Executive Governments is even a 

more momentous step than the expansion and reform of the Legislative Councils. In the ~ase 
of these latter bodies what Lords Morley and Minto did was the extension and development 
of institutions '!hich has been. called into being more than forty years ago. · The association 
o'f Indians in the discharge of · the highest executive function~ was essentially a new thing, 
and after the studied limitations sought to be imposed by · Lord Curzon upon Indian aspira
tions, it was very much like the introduction of a new principle. The strenuous attempts 
made to throw obstacles in the creation· of Executive Councils and of the admission of 
Indians therein testify to the importance rightly attached to them by the statesmen and 
administrators of the Tory party. 
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It is true that' there are some serious defects and imperfections in the new constitn-
Presldentlal. • d c f" 1 d '--k h ~. · d ·• bl ,Address, t10nal reforms as earned ont an oome o . t tese rMrvm; s ave cause consmera e 

irritation and nneasiilesB. But it would be nngr~eful to deny for a moment the beneficent 
character ~f these reforms as a wjole, the po~nt power for good which they possess, their 
magical effect,in restoring confi~ence and trust in British . statesmanship and in placing on a 

solid foundation the people's hopes '?r. tl)e future. 
1 

• 

Yon, gentlemen,.' who know what the real thoughts and sentiments of the people are, 
are fully aware of the effect they produced in 'reViving tbe drooping spirits of the constitu
tional · p~rty; in checking the unwise utterances of impracticable dreamers, in bringing about 
a cessotion of the rev~lntionary propogonda and anarchical misdeeds.-

. : C!hange l_n Spirit • . 

Over and above· the actual refo~ms accompliohed is tbe change-amounting almost to 
the birth of a new spirit-in tba attitude of tba official mind . towarda ~ndians and their 
aspirations. There is. greater insistence by responsible statesman and administrators on 
trust and confiden<ljl in the people and · on tba necaasity of consulting their opinion& 
and wishes, of drawing them and the Government into closer bonds of co-operation and 
mntuol esteem. Two significant facta call lor special notice., Lord Minto'a aehema of 1908 
proposed non-official moj~rities in the Imperio! and Provin~~al Connoila ; a':'d though Lord 
Morley dis&llowed the proposal so far aa it affected tbe Imperial' Legislative Council, and· 

' ' the Regulations under the . Conncile. Act of 1909 explicitly ley down that the number ol 
non-official members elected and nominated in the Governor-General'• Council 1hall . not 
exceed the total number officials in. the Council, the facta. tbet non-official majorities are 
allowed in the Provincial Councils, ancl. that it was a U nioniat Viceroy who recommended a 
non-official majority in the Imperial Legislative Council, go . to strengthen our demand that 
the Legislative Council& should, in the main, consist of representatives of popular interest. and 
views. 

_Jiorovlnclal Autonomy, 1 

Even ~ore significant is the stateomsnlike position taken np by the Government of 
India in the celebrated para. S of the Despateh of the Government of India of 21itb · Angnat 
1911. The important document says: •: It is certain that in the • coiU&e of time, the just 
demands of Indians for a la~ge ehare in the G~lemment of the country will have to be 
satisfied, and the question- rill be how this devolution of power can be conceded without 
impairing the supreme authority ofthe Governor-General in Council. . The only po8Sible 
solction of the difficulty would appear to be, gradnally to give the provinces a larger measure 
of Sf.'!f-government, until at leet India would consist of a number of administration• auto-. . . 
nomous in all pro•incial affairs, with the Government of India .above them all and. llosses-
sing power to interfere in case of misgovernment, ordinarily restricting their function to . . 
matters of Imperial concern." 1 

Now, gentlemen, there is • close family resemblance between this goal and that 
advocated · from this platform. It is true that Lord Crewe bas tried to explain away the 
statement in the Government of . India's Despatch and. to minimise its • value. But hie 
lieutenant, Mr. Mootagn, one of the coming men 'of lbe Liberal party, tb · whom on his visit 
to India we accord a cordial greeting of welcome, baa. taken np a stand in bil speech at 
Cambridfe at the end of February last, which is a distinct affirmation of the principle 
clearly 11.11'\mciated in that noble document (Cheers). After t&nnting Lord Curzon with 

. having no policy at all, he said: " WJ>,ere the d,ifference liea is in this : that we have 
endeavoured to look ahead, to co-ordinate our changea in Bengal with the general lines of 
our future policy, which ia stated now for the · first time in the Government of India's D ea- · 
patch that has been published aa a Parliamentary Paper. That statement. shows, the goal 
the aim towards which we propose to work-:-not immediately, not in a hurry, but gradually 

1 
• • • At last and not too soon a Viceroy bas bad the courage to' state the trend of 
British policy in India and the linea on which we intend to advance." 

Say whot over-cautions statesmen may, the profound significance of such a statement in 
an important State document_ cannot be gainsaid. We have every reason , to feel i.mmensely 
atrengt~ened and fortified by that declaration. It affords conclusive testimony that in 

' 
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.. sking for self-go~ernmen~ under the Britjsh supremacy we are not "asking fo~ the moon,' Presidential· 
And that even ourj>resent demanl!s •are not . unpractical, our programme is not impracticable, Address. 
our goal not illusory. + 

While on this subject, let us pay our tribute to _the dlemory of dne . who is kno'!n to 
have taken a prominent part in the preparation of that · ,despateh-on~ whom, in spite 
of a momentary misunderstanding, his Indian non-Official' colleagnes in the Legislative 
Council had come to like and respect as.a fraqk and good· man, of large sympathies, liberal 
views and a wide outlook. Sir John Jenkins' sodden death under tragic eircnmstance• • 
deeply mourned in this country, has deprived ·the cause of ·Indian constitutional reform of a 
sincere and staunch friend. We offer our sympathies to Lady Jenkins and her children. 

The people of the Central Provinces and Berar owe a special debt 'of gratitude to 
him, for, · it was mainly owing to the stand taken by him that that .territo~y is about to get a 
Provincial Legislative Council, · · 

Leaving aside an unprofitable, exegetical controversy and placing upon the words used 
their ordinary meaning, the correctness of the principle embodied in the paragraph and the 
necessity of giving gradual, eff~et" to that principle, are unquestionable. The great need of 
decentralisation has been pressed upon the Government of India from aU sides, and by none 

; more forcibly t)lan by the members of the official hierarchy. The Decentralisation Com-
mission was specially appointed to advise what devohition was to be effected. Surely, such 

I • . 

devolution is not to be carried out for concentrating . the devolved powers in the hands of 
nncontrolled individuals. If delegation is to ·be real and substantial greater powers and ' a 
large measure of independence' ·are tci. be given to Provincial Governmen.ts, it would not 
.only be anomalous but hazardous and out of tune with.. the spirit of the new constitution 
that these authorities should be absolute and nn~hecked. Not only will !t be 11eeessary 
to have E~eeutive Councils with Indian c:embers established for each prorinee, but the 
Legislative ·Councils will have to be ~ranted larger powers, the number of .non-official 
members therein increased, the composition~ pf these bodies· made more fully repre1entative. . . 

. ' eouncll Regulations, 

And this brings me to a COJ,ISideration of what must be done to obtain the full benefit 
which the Indian Councils Act of 1909 and the Government of India Act of 1912, are eap
.able of }lrodncing. The first thing we ~ave to addr~ss ourselves ·tv is the removal of the 
.anomalies, the inequalities and the defects in the Council Regulation. ' These fall nuder the 

following heads:-. • 

·(a) Wrong methods adopted in th~ ~pplication of the principle of com:Ounal 
representation ; 

' 
(6) discriminating treatment and unequal privileges. 

(c) omission to . extend the principle of representation to S•>me important tracts ; . -
(d) faulty method of election adopted in certain eases. · 

' . As regards communal representation, the Congress has in view of existing circumstances 

recognised the oe>;pediency of adopting it ; but ~· contend· that the principle on which it is· 
.allowable being the desirability of. granting representation to important minorities, effect has 
to be given to it as much in the 'ease of the Hindus where they are in a minority, as has 
been done in tlie case of the Mahamedans .. It is indeed urged with no little cog~ncy and 
justice that, strictly speaking there is no justification for granting special representation to 
Mahomedans in provinces where they are in a majority. But personally I am not disposed - ., ' ~ . 
to press this point and do not wish to raise an objection to my Mahomedan countrymen getting 
two or three members more than ·they would have under the principle of the representation 
.()f minorities, What is of greater moment is thW'' representation has not been given, as 
it ought to have been given to the Hindu minority in the .Punjab and ·in Si~d. This anomaly 
should be removed. It is also worthy ·of consideration tliat the great Sikh community is 

-entitled to have a meinber to represent it. ' 

A highly objectionable feature of the present regulations in the matter of comm'unal 
zepresentation is the constitution of separate Mahomedan electorates. Gentlemen, in my opinion 
.nothing is more calculated to retard the concord and harmony between MahomedaDB and 

• 
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Hindus to obstruct tlte intellectual and political advancement of the Mahomedans themselves, 
Presidential ' h f h 1• bl' · · d l'f t th' tJ th t t' 1 t 

Add and the growt o a sturdy cat o 1c pu IC spmt an 1 e nmongs em tan ese wa er- 1g 1 
ress. , . 

1 
· 

compartments of separate electorates. The undesirability of these separate e ectorates Is 

. acknowledged by several of the leaders qf the Mahomedan ·community, by some of those very 
·persons who were elected to repre;ent its i?_terest in the Vicejegal . and Provincial Conncils. 

More objectiouable than eren separate electorates are the inequalities in the franchise. 
While the franchise is in a wise and liberal spirit conferred upon the middle class Moslem 
landholders, traders, merchants, graduates and professional men, no similar right is extended· 
fo the corresponding classes of the non-Moslem communities. Under the revised regulations ' 
issued this year a very ·slight concession is made in Madras, but it is utterly inadequattt 
as it does not go beyond the ex-members of local bodies and title-holders above the class of 
R.ao Saheb. ln. this matter we do not seek to. bring down the Mahomedan community to 
our level. We want the non-Moslem communities to be •raised to theirs. · 

... 4 • -· 

Another inequality and hardship which has to be rectified is about the rep~llllntetion of 
thnse parts of British' India like the North Western Frontier Provinces, Coorg and Ajmere 
Merwara which a..; under the direct administration of the Governor-General. These latter 
should be made into 'one constituency and · one "llOn-official member ehould be allotted to 

'them. 

Then there is the hard case of those tracts and districts which do not form part of 
British India technically as not being possessed of full sovereignty, but yet being held on a 
permanent tenure with exclusive and plenary powers of administration vasted in the British 
Go~ernment, or for practical puposes in no way distinguishable hom territories held in fee
simple. These are also entitled to be represented in the Council of the conntrf. 

The removal of th~se ineqnalities and anomalies would necessitate a certain incrcastt 
in the number-about 5 or 6-'-0f non-official members and a corresponding addition to 
official members. This is not II. very radical change and does not. involve any deviation 
.from accepted priciples. It can oy no mean's be called an organic change .. Of course 

Parliamentary legislati~n is necessary, b~t it wonld only be in regard to the schedules. 

Another matter is the substitution of direct election in place of· indirect wherever the 
latter system still exists. The abolition of the machinary of electoral colleges, which is a 
clumsy and unsatisfactory device, is necessary for securing the fnll benefit of the prinicipltt 
of election to the extent that it. has been granted. There is absolutely no reaoion why the
persons or. bodies on whom the fl'l!nchise is conferred should not themselves record their 
votes tn favour of the candidate they prefer. The procese of double distillation results on 
no rare occasion~ in the selection of a candidate put forward by a minority. This again is 

' ' ' not •n organic change. It does not even reqnire a resort to Parliament. A change has to 
be inad~ only in the Regulations and this is within the compeu;nce of the Government of 
India and the Secretary of State. · 

. With these few changes and ,the removal of these defec~ our Legislative Councils 
will be placed on • a more satisfactory basis and the existing an?malies and inequalities 
will be removed. It is much to be regretted that in revising the regulativns, these draw
backs and shortcomings were not removed or at any rate minililised. We 'must apply 
~urselves to free the new constitution from the anomalies and defects which disfigure it. 

Responalbl(lty of Indiana. 

But after all the success of the .reformed Legislative Councils and the new type of 
Executive Councils depends more upon ourselves than upon any thing else. It can btt 
achieved only by insisting upon" a high tone, solid output .and real efficiency. Institution 
in themselves can do little good if the spirit which should animate them is absent, Genuintt 
interest in public affairs, burning zeal f* the welfare of all classes, a high standard of work 
based on a thorough study of all the questions that call for consideration, freedom from. 
bias, class prejudices and predilections 11re demanded more than ever. The work with 
which these Councils have to deal is by no means light, and as every day passes its volume 
and itS! complexity must increase. Members of the Legislative Gouncils must be prepared 
to devote their whole time to it during the seSsion and no inconsiderable portion all: · 
through the year. Yo11 want a Parliamenta17 form of Governuie~t; your Legislative Coun- · 
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cils are 
growth. 

Parliaments in embryo. It rests with yom representatives to secure their full . 
Presidential • • 

On the Indian members of the Executive Councils even a greater and 8 heavier respon~ 
sibility rests. They have to bring to bear upon their task, not only great study, application, 
thorough knowledge of facts, so!fd and calm judgment and scrupulous conscientiounses, 
but they must develope the quality of statesmanship, must cultivate a habitual wide outlook, 
the future as well, not only the ii?mediate consequences but the ultimate ones also. 

It is for you,. gentlemen of the Congress, to keep your countrymen up to 'the mark 
both in the Executive and Legislative Councils, and this you can do only by yourselves study
ing minutely all public questions, examining them with knowledge in the Congress and in the 
mee.tings of Provincial Conferences, by keeping a watchful eye on the doings of the exe-
cutive and t~e deliberations of the Legislatmes. · ' 

Extension· of eounejl 'Government, 

Along with the removal of the defects in the Legislative machinery we have to work 
for the establishment o~ the Council type of Government in all the major provinces. There 
is reason to believe that the United Provinces will have an Exeeutivd Council with an . 
Indian mem!>er within a short time. ' The tmn of the Punjab and the, Central Provinces 
must come next. The last taken in conjunction with Berar is as important a territory as 
the Punjab, and its administration . should · be vested in a Lieutenant-Governor with a 

Council. ' 
.. 

Governors. 

Indeed . some years hence Parliament will have to consider whether as in . Madras, 
Bombay and Bengal, it is not desirable to pla~e the administration of all · these territories 
under Governors in Council. This is not a qu.estion of tpe immediate ' present, however. 
But it is desirablr to keep it in view, and to .draw the attention of· the Government and 
of the people to it. · John Bright pointed out so far back as 1858 that that was the form 
of Government which woul<l have ultimately to b~ adopted. Larger powers and f~Iler 
independence to Provincial Governments necessitate . If . higher type· of ·administration. A 
freshnese of mind, 11 position of detachment, a freedom from prejudices . or predilections due 
to long 'residence or long connection with the services are considered necessary. fot the 
Viceroy and the . Governors of Presidencies. The same principle applies to the heads of 

the other provinces. ·. . . 
Indian Representatives in i'arliamen~ 

t 
But there is another reform of a more fundamental character to which I would !nvit& . 

• the attention of the Congress, the country and the Government; and thtt is the r,epresenta
tion of India in the House of Gammons. This is ·no novel idea. · After the decisi~ll ibat 
the Crown 'sho'uld take . over the direct Government of India was arrived at, and \\.iien the 
Government of India Bill No. 1 of 1858 was under consideration, the objection was taken by 
Mr. Disraeli, the then leader of the Conservative party in the Honse of Commons, to the 
acheme of Lord Palmerston's Government, that no provision was made · for the representa
tion of the . people of India in the Councils which were to be investe~ with the chief power. 
Later on in the year, when after the defeat of the Palmerston Ministry· and the accession to . • 
power of the Derby-Disraeli Ministry_, a new Bill, India Bill, No. 11, was brought in, Mr .. Disraeli · 
dwelt upon the desirability of having the representative principle applied to the Government 

• • • 
of the country. He regretted th11t the unsettled state of the country. did not admit of repre-
scntaiou of the people in India itself, and all that could be done in the meantime was to 
approach as near to that form of Government as the circumstances would permit. Indirect 
representation was proposed by giving the right of elcting 4 members to the Indian Civil 
· ~nd Military Services and certain residents, and 5 mereantile members to the Parliamentary 
constituencies of L~ndou', Belfast, Liverpool, Manchester and Glasgow. Though the under
lying ,principle was . admitted to be good by all, the. method devised was seen to be 
wrong and unsuitable. And in laughing out an ill-devised scheme the important principle it
self was adandoned. In a strain of impractical altruism it w~ said that every member of 
the House of · Cop1mons would regard himself as a member for India. How unreal in fact 
this assumption was has been demonstr.ated by . the emptiness of the benches when the 

.,Address. 
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· tl1e ,:b· le of. ·•],:& House of Commons or any Indian question ia 
Indian Budget is laid on "" t 

Presidential . . • 
Address, under cons1derat10n. 

With the supreme power in regard to the Government of India vested in Parliament, 
the. necessity of representation of . r;dian i~teri'Sts in the House of Com~ons h~ been per
ceived by many thoughtful people .. In I878, when one of the largest ~~bhc m~etmgs kno~n 
in India was held in Bombay .to protest against the License tax, a pet1t10n for presentatiOn 
to Parliament w..,; adopted which among other thinga pray~ that snch representation might 
be granted, and that as a first step the privilege he conferred upon such important · cities and 
centres of commerce as Calcutta, . Bombay, Madraa, &c., to elect a few members to the 
House of Commons. Seversl non-official European~ took a promine?t part in the proceedings 
of the day, and, one of the lesding spirits of the meeting waa that redoubtable champion of 
British · ascendancy, the ·late Mr. James Mackenzie Maclesn, who later on sat for a number 

of yesrs in the House of Commons on the Conservative sitle. 

Pondicherry elects a member to the French Chamber and Goa to the Protngaese Par
liament. With infinitely vaster interests to be protected, the claim of India for a represen
tation in the House of Commons cannot be called unreasonable. With Parliament · as not 
merely the ultimate and final authority, bnt the actnal dir.Cting and ordaining power, the 
demand for the small representation advocated in 1878 cannot be called untenable or 

chimerical. \ 
Oppositio;, is to be 'expected, but what reform' has not been opposed and attacked 1 

With the ever 'increasing number of Indian questionsi.ronght before Parliament the justice 
of voicing the Indian. view in the Honse of Commons cannot be gainsaid. All honour and 
grateful thanks to those generollS souls, who have during all theae years championed the 
cause of India. But there can be no genuine, adeqnata and fully informed represenftltion 
~f the Indian view until India is given the chance of sending Indians howsoever few to the 
Supreme Council of the Empire. Nothing is better calcnlated to, bind this country and 

Enf:land together in close union. 

Decentralisation and Lo.cal Bodies, 

V alnable as are the ino.titutioos which Mal witl1 matters of· Imperial and Provincial 
oncer~, and grest as is the n&Ces~oSity of placing them on a aatisfactory basis and increasing 
their efficiency and scope, equally great is the'need for properly developing those •institutions 
which deal with local and district concerns, of establishing a system which will give adequate 
effectiveness to the popular voice in meaaurea affecting such concerns, of ·associating the 
people. more and more with the agents of the Government in the every day matters of their 
oommunal life. The ·rise of India depends as much npon the proper working of local bodies 
as upon. the Legislative and Executive Councils , or. represeutation in Parliament. The 
greatness of the mother of Parlimeuta bad its origin in the Parish councils. The municioos 
pslities, the district board•, tho aub-distriot boards, the village Panchayata are the foundation 
npon which alone the grest superstructure of Representative Government which we long to 
rear can be bi.acd. These obvious truths and rudimentary political principlea are at times 
Qverlooked and in a manner even denied by some of Ollr own people, who ponr ridicule and 
scorn npon these bumbler institutions. We have to secure the widening of the powers and 

,.hinctions of these bodies and the preponderance of the elective element in them. 

The Provincial Governments ba¥e, as ~ rule, not shown themselves very responsive to 
the demands of the Indiana for a higher political status, "and not only did some of the 
Provincial Acts fail to give full effect to the principles laid down in' Lord Ripon's resolution 
on Local Self-Government, bli11 even· anch provisions oa were embodied in those Acts were 
hedged with restrietiona wbicb grestly cw:tailed the powers of local hodies; while in the 

. decade of reaction which followed the resignation of the Roaehery Ministry, the constitution 
and the composition of such an important body as the Corporation of Calcutta were altered for 
the worse. We ·have now to work for the rec01•ery for lost ground and for further advance 
In tlfe direction of the effective popularisation of local. bodies. Real decentralisation and 
devolution have to be secured. The proportion of elcct~d members should be three-fou~tha 
in district and sub-district boards ·and in .the municipalities of all large and progressive 
towns and not less than two-thirds anywhere: Their powers and f~mctions should be increased, 
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' greater independence and greater freedom fropl_ petty interference secured to them ; sub- P 'd 
1
. I 

d···tb d 11 · . res1en1a •s,ne oar s s wu d be gn•e:n real powers and not merely be the agents of the distr1ct Address. 
boards. . Every town should have- its municipality ; village .Panchayats should he ~.stablished 
in the larger villages and the smaller· ones formed •h•to. unions. The association of the · 
representatives of the people should be carried out · ri~t only irr regat·d to sanitation, 
education, the construction of village, town and district roads ancl buildings, and_ in the 
maintenance of markets, •erai• and ponds, but in the preservation of law and order and in 
the performance of simple judicf~l functions. The -reproach is often Je,·elled against Indians 

- that they are litigious and flood the courts with trivial disputes, civil and criminal. The 
most effective way of checking this is to esil\blish con.ciliation 'boards and arbitration com
mittees of the local bodies and to invest them with powers to try small civil and criminal 
<laSes. If the Government earn.Stly address themselves to, the task, they ·can without impairing 
the efficiency of the administration, relieve highly paid officers of a vast amount of petty . ' . 
wm·k which absorb,s so much of the time of magistrates and civil judges. Such a devolution • 
would also be a valuable training for the exercise of l1igher political privileges. 

• 
Divisional and District advisory Boards. 

The devolution of important powers to Commissioners and heads of districts recommended 
. by the Decentralisation Commission, necessarily brings in its train ths creation of divisional 
and district advisory boards, l1alf the members at least of wllich should be elected; 
The Decentralisation Commission while re<Jommending the holding·- . o[ district conferences 
do not perceive the uece.Sity of divisional or district advisory boards. U phil! though the 
task may be, we have toJ convince the Government of the necessity of such bodies, in view 
of the larger powers proposed to be vested in Commissioners and heads of districts. The . 

' need for such boards arises out of the ~me considerations which justify the creatio'n of 
Legislative and Executive Councils, viz, t~ give help to the divisional and· district officers 
of Government with a<lvice, with information of' local needs and sentiments, by conveying to 
tl~Pm in a responsible inanner the people's wishes, views and opinions. I for one am unable 
to understand the opposition to this demand. It is said that every dist_rict officer worth his 
place does consult and wilf continue to consult the men deserving to be consulted in 
his district, that it is undesirabfe · that his discretion should be fettered as to whom 
to consult and when, and that be should not be restricted to seek· the ~pinion and 
advice of Qn)y a. selected few. There is evidently a misapprehension of tl1e scope and 
purposes of ~he district• and divisional advisory boards advocated. Nobody wishes 
to lay down restrictions on a Commissioner's or Collector's f~eedom to consult as 
many persons as l1e may be inclined to and as often as he might like. There is also 
no denial that a large majority of these officers at .times do seek the opinion of representa
tive men from amongst the people on important executive matters. But even men .U pro
minence i~:dividually consulted may · not fully see all the aspects of a question, and 
discussion with otl1er representatives of . different in!<Jrests will afford greater matelial 
for judgment and a more responsible considemtion. In a large number of cases, the 

. ' -people's selection would no doubt coincide with that of a well-informed and liberal-
minded district officer, but even such an officer is not all-knowing. And even district officers 
.and other high officers are ~Iter all human. They have not only their peculiar views and,, 
idiosyncracies, their likes and theh· dislikes ; but the viewf or standards of no two meB'~'· 
agree and whe1·e one officer would deem it a duty to consult the leading men of the place, 
another might co~sider tbat·llis own unassisted knowledge or intuition was 8 more •infallible 
guide. What we seek is the establishment of a regular and certain system working with 
fair evenness at all times and securing due representation of all hnportaut interests in place of ' . 
a fitlful, varying, capricious practice. 

Indians In· Soutb arriea and other eolonies, 

Passing from. the constitutional progr8me to a subject which though it is afle<Jts a 
-comparatively small body of individuals, numbering about 8 couple of lakhs, is none the 
less of immense national importan9-e and bas roused deep feelio1 in this country, I would 
·draw your attention to the unsatisfactory position of Indians in the self-governing British 
colonies. It is a dismal . tale of harshness, of 'unfairness, -of injustice. The situation is 
most acute and pitiable in South Africa. In tl;at regi~u, there i~ first the deplorable con-
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dition of the indentured labourers, who, 'beguiled by tl•o specious representations of 
Presidential unscrupulous recruiters have been enticed thousands of mil~ away from home into a 

Address. service hardly distinguisha,Ule from slavery. 0>1 this platform and . elsewhere h~ve been 
recounted harrowing stories of their miserable condition and deg:radmg surroundm~s, Ir 
I do not treat this subj•ct with anyJ•ing more tl1an a passing notice, it is not from any 
want o.f sympathy for those unfortunate men, women and children, bu.t b~cause th~ r~
cruitment. of inclei1tured labour is. now· prohibited and .the system will disappear Witlnn 

a few years. , • 
At present it is the. status of free Indians and the treatment accorded to them m 

the colonies of Natal, the Transvaal and Orangia which are greatly exercising the minds 
of · the Government and the people. In Orangia no Indian is allowed to enter except as a 
domestic servant ; he cannot trade, he cannot hold a farm. In N ntal, they are subjected to a 
special hea>·y impost of• £3 per am1um for every male. above 16 ·and every female above 13, 

\ !1 ave been deprived of the political franchise they possessed at one time and are threatened 
with the loss of the municipal 'franchise 118 well. In the Transvaal, they are subjected 
t.> serious disabilities and . are not treated )ikq civilized beings. The most elementary 
civil rights are denied to them. They cannot walk on foot-paths, they cannot ride 
on the tramcars except on the outside, they cannot travel in railway carriages used 
by the lowest . of the 1 European pcpnlation, they are subjected to inonmerable diffi
culties in carrying on peaceful trades, they are confined to dirty locations, the!r children 
cannot attend public schools, they are not allowed to 'bold landed property, they are 
treated worse than even criminals. And it is not for any crimP., for any defects of character 
or deficiency of morals, for any want of loyalty or for unwillingness to conform to lawa 
that the British Indian is harassed and persecuted. When· the British Government went 
to war with the Trans>·aal, one of the reasons assigned in jnstification of the step WIIS the 
ill-treatment of the Indians. And now the plight of the Indians is even wllrse tl1an 
what it was onder the •·egime of President Kroger. Harsh laws, made harsher by the 
manner of their execution, ha~e been enacted against them despite solemn promises. 
Even crooked devices have been adopted for sending out of the country persons already 
there, and entitled to be there. Our countrymen there under the •leadership of that 
selfless patriot, and philanthropist, Mr. 'Gandhi, have been carrying' on a heroio struggle 
of passive resistance, against cruel laws which are a negation of justice, and t,he persecu
~on to which theSe men and women have been subjected has \ntensified the deep resent
ment roused by the laws. In tlus · matter, the Government of India are at one with ns. 
and have been putting forth all the eliorta they can. ' In fairness, it hilS also to be noticed 
that there is a considerable number of the respectable portion of the colonista who' dill-. . 
approve of the treatment accorded to Indians and sympathise with their demands for j~t 
and fair treatment. But neither they nor the British Government l1ave yet succeeded in 
obtaining from the South African Union Government even the small modicum of human& 
and equitable consideration the Indians ask for. 

It deserves to be borne in mind that onr countrymen in that. land who know how 
things stand there and are in the best position to judge wfiat is practicable have come to
the conviction that it will not do to take an 1mpracticable stand. The principle, that u 
~itizens of the empire, Indians should not be 'subjected to discriminating treatment, if 
.pushed to the extent of insisting upon free and unrestrict~d immigration, bas no chance of 
lieing acc~ted by . the Government or the people of the Sooth Afri~an Union. They feel 
that they mll8t recognise 118 practical politicians the desire of tbe.colonista . to keep that 
sub-continent essential1y a white mao's country. It is unprofitable to discuss whether the
attitude of the colonists is in consonance with justice or duty to the empire. They · possess. 
the fullest righta of self-government. No British Ministry will. venture to coerce them 
No Union Government can do anytping against the wishes of the majority of the electors: 
Ou~ countrymen in the sub-continent feel tbat if they stand np for an academic principle 
the position of Indians, already most serious, will become absolutely intolerable, and they 
might be practically driven out of the ~ountry. It · js .90 the recognition of this that their' 
leaders-the· men who have fought their battles and suffered all manner of persecution
have been forced to the conclusion that a J>Olicy of compromise alone can prevent the-
_disaster. What they therefore ask is-- ' 



( 25 ) 

· Fi•·st, tllat those already in that sub-continent sllould receive just, fair and · humone 1 

ti.·eatmen,t and be .accorded the ordinary civil rights ; Becondly, in regard to future immigra- Presidential 
t h Address,· 
. Ion: t ere sh~ul~ be no . special restrictions, n? degrading requirements, devised solely for 
Ind>~ns or As>at>Cs and hosed on colour, race or creed ; thirdly, thot due facilities be given 
for the admission of the . teachers and religious instr~ctors required by the resider.t Indian 
community ; and fourthly, that Indian travellers visiting the country should not be subject-
ed to .special or humiliating restriptions. · . · 

.. Gentlemen, we can not with any chance of being listened to ask for free immigration. 
But the Indians who are· there are ·entitled to protection and . just consideration. The 
system of indentured labour was called -ointo existence for the good of the qolonists of ' 
Natal. For the benefit of these same colonists inducements . were. given for over a 

generation to the person .. whose indentures . has expired to remaln as free labourers. 
In the wake , of the indentured labourers followed the traders and shopkeepers who sup-

. plied their Wants. These persons were allowed to settle in the sub-continent and to mak~ 
it their home. A new· population has come into existence, born and bred up there 
and knowing no other country. It would be cruel to turn them away bag and baggage, 
as some whites urge, or , to .treat .. them a,s . helots. The prejudice against th~m is due a• 

.much to race exclusiveness and pride of colour as to trade jealousy. The situation is no doubt 
a complex, difficult and delicate one. Our illustrious countryman, the Hon'ble Mr. G. K. 
Gokhale, whose devotion to the country's cause is equalled by 1ew and surpassed by none, 

. has . just returned from a visit. to the sub-continent. His mission w..;. to study the problem 
on the spot al]d to put forth his best efforts to bring about a bette.. understanding and a 
better feeling between the different. races. · The reception ·that was accorded to him by the 

. Union Gov~rnment 11n~ by a l..;ge body of Europeans of position in the sub-continent holds 
N • o • 

out the promise of a fair consideration. . We muft remember, however, that the great diffi-
. cult:f in arriving at a solution honourable, equitable and just to both sides, has no,t beim the 

disinclinatiop of colonisl statesmen to take a broad view of things or absence of sympathy 
from men .of refinement and culture. It is the selfishness and the prejudice of the masses' 
which have to 'be overcome. The • present good results achieved by . our distinguished 
countryman will pte~~ a. most powerful factor in gradually mitigating that selfishness and 
prejudice.. But the ·task of.· the .• Imperial Government, of the Government of India and of 
the Indian~ here and in South Africa is by . no means finished. Our countrymen in South 
Africa- have still to continue their struggle ~nd we standing shoulder to shoulder with th~m, 
have to give help and succour to them and to cheer them in . their ·'difficult work. In that 
struggle they and we have tO show .pe~severance, tenacity of purpose, judgment arid tact. 
We have truth and justice on our side. We take our stand on humanity. And God willing 

we shall succeed. 

· l'he question is a most vital one to· us: For it is not only in South Africa that the 
bar sinister of colour is put against us, in distant Vancouver and in Australia the . same 

·policy of keeping us out on the ground of colour is followed. l'hese methods have 

• naturally roused great feeling in India. It behoves the British Government to ·put forth 
all its persuasiveness, its moral influence, nay, . even such legal powers as it possesses, to 
bring about a change in the attitude . Q.f these col,onies. The colonies are self-governing 

. and ·no one dreams . of suggesting coer<:ion which, by the way, isimpossible. But the 
resources of British statesmanship ~annot have become so, exhausted . a8 to supply n<> 
moral force which shall open the eyes of the colonis1!' and make them perceive • that the 
contentment of India is a most importsnt element in- the maintenance, of that Empire t<> 

which they themselves attach so much value. 

Jl'osltion of Indians In the Higher Services. 

· Gentlemen, the position of Indians in the Empire and the treatment accorded t<> 
them ·in the self-governing colonies ot elsewhere, will in no small degree be. determined by 
their political status here arid their power to influence the affairs . of Government. The 
scant consideration which is shown to ·our people by outsiders is only a reflex of the 

:,position tl;at we hold. in . the country. ·Improvement in our p,olitical ststus· among the 
· nations of the world can only come when we have 'a potent voice in our legislatures and 
' · a co;.urianding position. in the executive machin~ry. l'his is one of the reasons why such 
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immens~ importance bas been attached by the Congress and -by the· political BBsociations 
Tresiclential · h I d · 1 I I t f I d' 1 

Add 
of pre-Congress days t.o t e arger an ever increasmg y arger emp oymen o n Ian n 

ress. d · · the higher grades of the public se~vices of the country. An 1t IS not our a~our 

pi'Oprs and our dignity that are affected, but our very existence as a civilized community 
is involved in this question. 'It is not a mere matter of a few scores of hundreds of high 
appointments for the scions of the educsted middle clliSSes as the apologists of the European_ 
monopoly and some of our own men say, but is one of the most vital thing• determining 
the present well-being and the future welfare of all the Indian communitiea-Hindua, Mahome- , 
dans, Parsees, and Christians. Financial and economic considerations, the interests of good 
government and the necessity ()f securing the attachment of the people to the .British rule, 

all support this demand. · 

The subject cslls for special consideration and practicsl treatment at the present 
juncture, as within a few days from now the Royal Commission appointed t.o enquire 
into and report upon the enlistment for the civil services in India· will com
mence its work. In March, 1911, a r.;.olution was mo~d in the Imperial Legisla
tive Council by the Hononrabl.r Mr.' N. Subba Rao, for the appointment o1 a com
mission to enquire into the working . of the existing system and to cooaider the deficiencies 
and defeets therein. He presented his 'facts and. his arguments with great cogency, skill 
and fairness, and he was supported by the majority of the non-official members of the 
Council. ~hey relied on Parliamentary statutes, royal pledgee and promi- and declara
tions of responsible:Sta~eamen t.o , show what the Indians were eotiled to have, and quoted 
f;..ts and figures from officials publicstions t.o establish how inadequate waa the effect ginn 
t.o those solemn assnrsncea and tl1e expectations which ·they raised. The repreaentatives 
of the Government of India in the various departments in their repliea did. "not oolltrovert. 
the facts, which they well could not ; and the Hon'ble Mr! Earle ( now Sir Arc!.dale Earle ) 
who wound up the debate on 'behalf of Government, admitted tl1at there wu a: prim~ faci• · 
case made out for an enquiry, but that the Government · would make such. an enquiry 
itself and opposed the appointment of the commisSion proposed~ •->i ·In view of the 
position taken np by Government, our Honourble friend 'lb. 'Subru..::,nacl recognised the 
inadvisability of pressing for a· division and with ~hi, conse~flo 'of his supporters 
withdrew his motion. G•ritlemen, though Mr. Subba .n..o ' ... ~d-i hls colleague& who . . . 
wer~ working with him felt greatly 'disappointed at the time, they and the conntr,y 

. J 
have now every reason t.o feel aatisfaction for what has happened ; for, Jnstead Of a com-
, mission appointed by the_:·Government of 'India aa then asked, we 'have a Royal Com
mission whose scope· is wider · and . powers are larger. Here is a singularly valuable 
opportunity given to the advocstes of Indian claims to subataotiate their ease, t.o prove 
their complaints about the defects and dcficienciea of the existing system, and to angge•t 
a praciicable way for getting rid of thrm .. The problem i• no doubt.a CQIIlplex and 
difficult one 'like all. great ·problems .. 'fltere are conflicting . claims and various consider&-. 
tions to 'b.e ·taken into· acconnt. •Bnt· ita solution is not beyond. the . resources ·of stateman• 
ship, if certain well established principles are keptin view. .we .ourseves have ·t.o treat it in a 

. responsible and practieahoanner. • •., • 

Now; gentlemen,· there are some unquestionable 'facts ·and principles which are t.o be 
borne in mind. ·so 'far back as 1838, the principle on ··which the· Government ·of India 
was to !le carried on ·by ·the British people and ·the place ·~hat "Wa& t.o be acoorde'd t.o 
Indians in the administration of their ·country were laid down by ·Parliament. ·That , .fir•t 
Charter of the Indian people affirmed ·the eligibility of Indiana for • the highest ·offices 
under the Government. It laid ·down that there was· t.o be "DO ·dominant caste or claa1 

in India. Twenty yeara .• \at ... , when .the o.Coq>pa0y'a o.Charter .was , to be renewed, it 'was 
fonnd · that the Act had remained .a dead. letter under the system of . patronage which then 
existed. ·T-he Jystem of recruiting the • Civil Service by nomination was abolished and the 

·method· of competitive examination~ aubatituted for . it. It was~ perceived even then by the 
friends • ·of ·India-and !ly "al\ who took an .iq~partial. view that, on account of the great diffi
oulties, • pecuniary ;,and social, the ppening. for the ent!Y of Indians , was exceedingly smal\. 
There "Was, 'howe1er, the consolation tha~ a~ end. was, put to a 4'icious system and a smkll 
move: niade •in the ~ight direction. ·In .1858 came . that great Charte.r, the me~oro.ble 
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of Queen Victoria in_ which Her Majesty gave the most 
to the people of India. That -noble document says :-

solema ass11ranees 
· Presidentllll 

·, Address. 
"We i)nld ourselves bound to the natives of 0ur In,lian territories _by the same 

-obligations of duty which bind ns to all our other subjects and those obligations, 
by the ' blessing· of the Almighty G~d, we shall faithfully and conscientiously fulfil. 

"And it is our further will tl1at, so far as may be, our subjects, of whatever race 
-or creed,·be freely !'Dd impartially admitted to offices in our service, the duties of which 
they may be qualified by their education, ability and' integrity, duly to discharge." 

It was a now loright hope, but is yet to be duly fulfilled. In 1860 a committee of the 
India Council was appointed to consider how effect was' to be given to the Statute of 1888-

• 
-which -for 25 years had remained untranslated- into practice. It unanimously _recommended 
the holding of the competitive examina!ion for the Civil Service simultaneously in England 

and in India. Gentlemen1 it- deserves to be for ever born~ in mind that the . generous 
principles of Government laid down, the noble promises solemnly given, came voluntarily, 
-out of a conviction of what was j•ut and righteon•, out of a state•manlike recognition of what 
was necessary for the permanence of the British rule and for securing _the attachment of the 

people of India to it. 

The elvll Service Question. · 

The rcco~mendati•m of the Committe~ of the India Council was not accepted by 
either the Liberal or 'the Conservative Government, but what was done for the purpose of 
giving effect in so1;,.~ measure to the Statute 1\n~ .the _Queen's Proclamation, was first the 
institution o(Jnine scholarships to enable natives of India to go to England, and- then iater 
on, In 1870, the etnbodying of a provision in a Parliamentary_ statute enabling the' Governor
General in Council to appoint natives of India of proved merit and ability to places reserv
ed for the · 9,ivil Seryjce by the Stat1tte of 18611 without their being req 11ired to pass the 
-competitive exa•nJJ!a-tion, ": 'Neither-• the Statnte ,of 1838 -nor the Proclamation of 1858 was .. ' ) . ,. '•" . -
<lver _approved ~y ~t~t.e ·protag,o!'islis of race ascendaney and the upholders of monopoly, 
. The Statnte of 1870 'l"l.lik-ed. i!ven lass by them. Every effort was made first to thwart 
the Act an!l.thent&. lpin'iljlisot-ila 'operation; and it took nine years· before the rnles required 
for giving ·el'l•~t t~ it. co1lid" '!,a · prom11lgated. -They Ranctioned the creation of what wao 
~ailed the Statutory Qivil Servi~e, reduced ·the number r'l,rruited by competitive examina-

' tion in England- by one-sixth, · and directed them to be filled by appointments made in 
India of statut~ry. natives of-India. It was a partial and, ii,!lder the circumstances as then 

existed, not 11 very inadequate recogni~ion Qf the claims of Indians. Bnt unfortunately 
, the mode of _appointment )aid down 'ca~ed with __ it_ the seeds of the downfall of that 

Sorvice. lt did not· provide for _the possession of any high , educational qualifications, or 
_great intellectual c.apacity and :worth as requisite for _appointment. An.d many of the 
first selections were unfortmiate: Not many · of the nominees could stand comparison with 

, the picked . body _ ~~~cruited by ,th~ process of competition. Those who dislik~d the admis-
. 18ion of Indians to high offices began,;to-cl&mour that the exp~riment_had failed .. Our own 

people seeing how their future prospects were imperilled, called for the abolition of the 
Statutory Civil -Service instead of askin!f for its being placed op. a sounder basis a_s they 

, should have done. Petitions were sent J:mying for the institution of simultaneous examina
tions. -As might 11BVe been foreseen, the.Statntory Civil Service· was abolished~ bnt our 
prayer for sim_ultaneons examinations in England .and in ,India was not granted. 

In 1886, was appointed the Public Service Commission with the object, it was stated 
in a grandiloquent style, to devise a scheme which might reasonably be hoped to possess the 
necessary elements of finality and to do full justice to the claims of the natives of India to
nigher a11d more extensive employment in the public service.· It raised high expectations 
but the resu)ts were disappointing. In regard to the examination for the Covenanted Civil 
Service, the only thing d~~e was to raise the age limit-from 19 to 28, whic~ was- bound to 

_"be <lone in the interest of English boys, but the main demand of representative .Indians 
fQr .,a ,im_nltaneous examination. was rejected. Not only this, but in regard, to the rights 
:given. by the rules under the Statute of 1870, were a disti 1ct set-back. 

\ 
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The great merit of the system inaugurated by these rul~s was that the members ap
Presidential poillte<l thereunder were members of the Ch·il Service. Their salary may be 2/:lrds and they 

Address. ' · h kd 'JthiOS Bh t• f d. · • may be_ call~d S. C. S. hut t ey ran ·e Wit 1 e • . • ot sec. 1ons orme one serv1ce. 
Secondly the rules provided for the appointment theremider, ordinarily of one man to every . . 
five recn1ited by open competition. The total number of appointments · reserved for mem-
bers of the Co>enanted Civil Service is now 998, and out of these 165 would bnve been held 
by Indians appointed under the rules. In both matters we have lost ground. In 1878, Lord 
Lyton's (}overument proposed to meet the requirements of the St_a~ute of 1870 .by th& 
creation o! "a close native civil service," but Lord Cranbrook put his foot down and the 
proposal was n~gatived because it would have created an inferior . service, and would not 
have carried out the intentions of the Statuto, But this is precisely what has been dono 
by tl1e Public Service Commission whoso awointment was heralded with such a flourish of 
trumpets. The Statutory Civil Service was abolished. The right grantsd by the Statute 
of 18i0 is sought to be given effect to by coostitu.tiog an inferior .service-the Pto,·incial 
Civil Service, to be composed main/!/ of Indians. 

To this service were thrown opm some of the scheduled appointments ollmb.riog 93 
when the rules were sanctioned and now standing at 102 only. Under the rules of 1879, the 
Statutory Civilians held an equal status with the members of the Covenanted .Civil Service
recuited in England, ·and the highest appointm~nts were open to them. Under the new 
system the Provincial eervice men cannot rise to higher posts than those of Pistrict and . 
Sessions judges or District Magistrates and Collector. . The recommendation& of the 
Commission were illiberal enough. Under the scheme as sanctioned, 15 of the appointments. 
proposed by them to be open to the Provincial Service, were taken away. 

Slmultaneoua Examlnatlona. 
. . . 

The position created by tl1e recommendations of the Public Service Commission 
caused immense dissatisfaction. The Secretary of State's final orders on those recommend-· 
ations were passed in 1892. In 1898, the friende. of India in Parliament took up the 
matter and a resolution moved by Mr. Herbert Paul. was passed ily ·a majority of th Bonae
of Commons in favour of simulataueous examinations, though the Government of the day
a Liberal Government-took a definite stand against it'! The resolution Jnoa thus:-

"Resolved-that all Competitive Examinations heretofore held in' England alone for 
appointments to the Civil Services of. India shall henceforth be held simulaneonsly both in 
India and England, such examinations in both countries being identical in their oatnre and. 
all who compete being finally classified in one list according to merit." 

In regard to this r•solutioo Mr. Russel, the Vnder-Secretary of State for India, 
stated later on in the· Session that, though in his official capacity he had to oppose the resolu
tion, the House of CommQns having thought differently from the Government; "there was. 
no disposition on the part of the Secretary of State for India 'or bimself to thwart or 
defeat the effect of tbe vote of the House · of · Commons on that resolution." He 
then went on to say that they had asked the Government of India as to the way in which 
the resolution of the House of Commons could best be carried out, · The Prime Maoiater, 
Mr. 'Gladstone, said: "The qnestion is a very important. one, and baa received the careful 
consideration of Government. They have determined that the resolution of the House 
should be referred to the Government of India withont delay and that there should be a . ' 
prompt and careful examination of the subject by that Government who are instructed to say 
in what mode the re~olution could be carried into effect." • 

On the other hand, as~was to be expected, the Secretary of States Council was up in 
arms against the resolution '\nd ~he redonbtaLle Sir John Strachey, who had taken the most 
prominent part in devising Lord Lytton's scheme of 1878 of an inferior "close native civil 
service," entered a vigorous protest against even the sending of the resolution to the Govern-· 
ment of India for their views. Lord Kimberley, who was himself opposed }o simultaneous. 
examinations, sent a characteristic de•patcb. The first paragraph of the despatch asked 
the Government of India to inform the Secretary of State "in what mode in yonr opinion 
and under what conditions and limitations this resolution could be carried out into efliect.'~ 
The second paragraph of the Despatch s~id that the Government of ln'dia had full dis-· 
cretioo as to the observations they might think fit to make on the resolution, . and · ft was. 
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also stated in the third paragt•aph "that it was indispensable that an adequate number of 
.the members of the Civil Service shall always be~ Europeans, and that no sdwme "''uhl Presidential 

Address! 
be admissible which does not .fulfil that essential condition." the Despatch thus dis. 
plays the aatino of opposing forces-of Mr. Gladstone's and Mr. ,Russell's desire to give 

loyal cl;'fcct to the resolution and of the India Council'; determination to thwart it. The 
inevitable result Foll•JWcd. The Local Governments 'in India, with the single, notable and 

creditable eJ«:eption o£ the· Government of Madras (am! even there, ,there wa• a dissenting 
voice), emphatically pronounced against the resolution,- said it was impossible to have 
simultaneous examinations, and ·boldly took up ·the stand that nothing ·mot·e could be 
grnnted to Indian aspirations than what had been already given to them bj Lord Crossls 

orders on the recommendations of the Public Service Commission. The Government of 
India took up the same position, and eventually the Secretary of State consigned the resoln-

• 
tiou .of the Honse of Commons to tlte waste paper basket. ·with the retirement of Mr. 
Gladstone ft·om public life there remained little chance of a more favourable issne. This is 
how matters st11.nd at present. 

Ge&tlemen; the sitnation is this : Parli11mentary Statutes, and the great Royal Procla
mation, whicl• authoritatively. lay down the principles of Guvernment, explicitly give to 
Indians the right to be "freely and impartially. admitted .to offices. in the public service the 
duties of which they may be qualified by their ed11co.tion, ability and integrity duly t.o dis
charge." On the other hand, severo!. Ministers and administrators, alarmed by these generous 

declarations, have. been steadily seeking to minimise · their application. Smne of them 
• hR\'e gone the length of calling the glorious Pro.clamation of 1858 " an impossible Charter" 

, and h11ve tried to treat it .. t\8 a diplomatic document by playing upon the words ~'so far as 
may be;" the· European Civil Sm·vice hM been openly opposing its fullapplic11tion. • Th& 
attitude of some at least of the •responsible parties is well represented by th11t oft-quot~d 
though indU.~reet confession of Lord Lytton : "We all know that these claims. 
and exportations never can or will be fnlfiled. We had to cl10!)Se between prohitiiting them 
and cheating. nlem~nd ·we. have chosen the least straightfot·ward course." I would here 
parenthetically .. re~ark th~t tlte w~rds "deliberate and trauspat'ent subterfuges" Lord Lytton 

nse11, cannot be applijld lo her 1~1• Ma ~sty or such real statesmen as the authors of the Acts of. 
1833 and ~8i0, whose sin~erity and that of some Viceroys also cannot be. disputed. But even 
where /Viceroys -..~nd. Govemors have in alL sincerity,,. expressed their sJ'l1lpathies with the 
demands of the Indian people fo~ a larger share in the higher appointments, they have as yet 
failed to do anything substantial against the powerful influence of the Services • 

. Gentlemen, .so far as we Indians ~re conc.erned, our case 'is simple. Equal laws for all, 
eqnamy of opporttmities to all and favour to 'none, is all we ask. Over and above the inherent 

justice to our claim, we take our stand on the great principles of wise statesmanship and the 
duty which lies on the Btij.ish nation of loyally giving effect to the-solemn pledges 11nd promi!les 
of the Sovereign . and of the Parliament, It woul~ be a political b!tmder of the gravest kind te> 
. disnppoint expectations wh!ch have been deliberately raised, when the conditions under which they 

can be satisfied hant come into 'existence. We are wi!Ji.!tg to be weighed and judged by the 
same standat·d of mental and moral cnp~city,' of physical endlll'~nce and high character, that 

may he lolld down for Europeans. 

Let us see what the case against simultaneous examinations is. The objections urged in 

1893 were that- • 

(1) 'l'here ar~ pmctical difficulties .of a serious character in introducing a system of 

simultaneous <'Xnminations. 

(2) It would be unfair to the people of the colonies like 'Canada, Australia, New 

Zenlnnd, &c., to institute n simultaneous examination only in India. 

(3) Op~n competition is not the best 'way Qf selecting Indians for the higher ranks 

of the serdce. It may be necessary in Elll'ope in ot·dcr to check nepotism, but in this case 
nepotism is impossihl<f. . Probation by actual employment forms ~ competitive examination of 
the bust killCL Competitive examinations in India would certainly have the effect of admitting a 

large umul•<'l' oJ romp<•titors deficient in .. the qualifications necessary for tbe higher rnnks of the 
SPrvice- and who~e birth and antecedents would not be such as to command the confidence or 

• 
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1 the good will of the classes for whose welfare they would be responsible ; on the other band, i~ · 
PrM~~~~~l would exclude the most valuable and capable assis~nce which the British Government could 

ob~in from the nativee of India, • i. e., the Sikhs, Mahomed,ans and other racee accustomed 
to rule and possessing exceptional strength of character, but deficient in literllry education, 

( 4) In order to ensure the efficient government of the country, a minimum of European 

officials is indispensable. Such a minimum could not be main~ined in the event of aimnl~?eous 

examinations being held in this country. 

(II) It would be 
1
entirely out of the queetion ·to reduce the existing minimum of 

European·s at the preeent time. · 

I shall deal with these objections seriatim. 

The first objection has ceased to have any force now. The difficulty of which ao much 

was made was about the. viva ooce examination. Tf1ere is no vi"a ooce, examination now except 
. the conversation test in French, German and I~lian.. The practical testa in regard to 

science can easily be carried out in Calcn~ or Bo,;.bay, Madras or Allahabad. ' 

The second argument cannot possibly be treated as serious, and the Government of 

Bombay of the day which laid great emphasis on it cannot be congratulated on the position 

it advanced. The self-governing colonies recruit their civil services witbin their own dominion, 
Not only is an lndian-nd for the matter of that an Anglo-lndian-inadmi88ible there, bu• 

there are obs~cles interposed to the very entry of Indiana in these colonlee. . The Indian 
Civil S~rvice is recruited for the benefit of India. .Indiana have a right of entry therein. 

The residents of the central portion of the empire have also claims as the reSponsibility for the 
' Government liea on the centre of the imperial authority. Indiana are eligible for the Home 

Civil Service. The colonie& which exclude Indiana do not participate in the admi.nistratio~ 
of India. It is strange that •ncb an objection was deemed proper. 

' 
As regards the third . objection, it is not a little surprising . that after the deliberate 

abolition of the system of nepotism and patronage in regard to the Indian Civil Service, the . ' 
old untenable arguments should he urged in the case of Indians. Nearly sixty years ago, 

Macaulay dealt with them in his inimi~ble style ; and not only have we his complete exposure 

of the case of upholders of monopoly and favouritism, • but the experienos of IDIIra than half 11 

eentury has vindicated the wisdom of the principle of competition. · As Lord Macaulay baa 

shown with a lucidity of exposition and wealth of imagery · pecnjiarly his own, · men who have 

.. xbibited high literary or scientific talents have also made a 111ark in the domain of . politics 
and administration. Those picked bodiea-the Covenanted Civil Service and the .Royal 

Engineer&-<m~ standing witnessea to this. It is to be deplored that men belonging to 
these distinguished Servicea should have' . descended to use language reepecting educated men, 

which ae Lord Macaulay points out would have better become the lips of Ensign Northerton 
or the cap~in in Swift's' poem :- · . 

~· A scholard when first from his college broke loose 
Can hardly tell how to cry boh to a goose. 
Your Noveds. and Bluturchs, and Omurs,.and stuff 
By George, they don't signify this pinch of snuff. 

To give a young gentleman right education 
The army's the only good school in the nation 

, My schoolmaster called me a dunce and a. fool • 
' But at cuffs I was always the cock of the school." 

1~ ~oea happen at times that men of high natural capacities, who have neglected their 
opportumt1~ at school or college, at~in to high eminence in life. These exceptions only 
pro~~ that m youth and middle age can be rectified the mistakes of boyhood and lost oppor

tn~ltl~s made. np. Another fallaay which , underlies the 'argument is that high literary or 
SCientific attamments are no proof of moral qualities. I .emphatically deny the correctness 
of this proposition. No man can pass such a stiff and testing examination as the Civil Service 

Co~petitiv,e Examinati~n unlees he possesses tbe moral qn'\lities of industry, patience, self
demo!, self-control, sobnety and perseverance. Nor is there any J'ustification for the a 
" tb • SHUm p

tion at tests ~bout the posseSBion of cbaracter are to be dispensed with. . It might b~ 
respectfnlly enqmred, what tests as to possession of character have been applied in the case 
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of those favoured persons who have been honoured by Local Governments with nomination 
to the Statutory or the Provincial Civil Service and other high first appointmeuta.' The Presidential 

· · Address. 
eonduct tO school and' college 'will be a fair guide. As to physical fitness, the same standard 
and the same gnarantees as are lai{l down {or those appealing for the examination in England 
c:an be insisted upon \p the case of those app"l'ring for the examination in lndia. 

· As. to the plea about social positio~ and rank and about justice to the so-called 
. martial' races, . it might b~ respectfully enquired ' whether those high anthorities who pnt 

it forward mean to as•ert that the standard of the test of education, ability and integrity 
laid down in Queen Victoria's Proclamation is to )>e abandoned, and a new test based on 
high descent, as it is called, influential connections and race consideratio~s to be substituted 
for it, How long are statesmen and the Imperial ·Government to sanction the peculiar view 
of some Anglo"lndiao: administratOrs that indifferent education nod assiduous attention 
towards persons of officia' eminence, combin~d witlt connection with some historic or rich 
family are 'the guarantees of fitness for important Government. posts 1 The excuse about 
possible injustice towards the Mahomedan·s can have no ba.•is in fact when we see the 
immense strides made by that community in edncation and public life. With highly 
1lultured' Mahomedans adorning the learned professions, the High Court Benches and the 
Legislative 11nd Executive Councils, the Secretary· of ·State's 001mcil , and the Prh-y 
Council, .it would be wrong tQ call ·the Mahomedan community a backward community. 
Assuming for the sake of argument that any important co;umnnity does not find entry by 
the door of open competition and there are qualified individnals in that community of "prov-ed 
merit an~ ability", the deficiency can be remedied by nppointments under the Act of 1870. 

Another wrong"assumption on which the opposition .to simultaneous examinations is 
based is that the persons who would in the majority of cases compete for the Civil Service 
would come from classes who in past times held· no high political or official position and 
possess no great social status. This assumption is in direct variance with facts. Snch a 
thmg cannot be said of the Brahmins of the Deccan, nor can it be soid of the Brahmins, 
Kayasthas or Bai<lyas of Bengal (the classes regarded with· peculiar disfavonr ), for the 
majority of the Mahorajas and Rojos, hereditary or otherwise, come from these classes. 

• ' • ! 

After alP, it is an utterly no-British position to take up. it is the dignity of th~ 
Government which is inj1ued by the employment of such arguments. 

The· only arguments to which great w.eight is attached which deserves serious 
eonsideration is ab011t the unimjl'aired maintenance of the ascendancy of the British principles of 
goverhment, and preserving the high standard of efficiency and pnrity of administration, 

' . --.. hicll is tho d.istinctive featllre of that Government. ·I would, with due deference, submit 
tbat this is raising an lssu .. which does not at all a;ise. Nobody has even drea1rit qf q lles
tioning the supremacy of the British P~rlianient or the auth~rity of tile Government of 
'India or the 'lecessity of .Faintaining in full force the principles laid dQwn by them. No 
good p1irpose is served by drawing a herring across the trail. The principles of government 
are determined by Parliament ~nd the methods of administration by the British Ministry, 
-or by . the Government of India with the sanction of the Secretary of State, in accordance 
"With those principles. It .is impossible to conceive how tho,se ·principles ,and those methods 
would be affected by the proportion of Natives of India in the Civil Service being 50 per 
eent, instead .of about 18 as at present. One fact which is always impressed upon us ia 
that the majority of judicial and exec11tive officers, commencing with sub-district. officers 

. and magistrates, are Indians. Now. if with one . milliotl and and a quarter of Indians in 
Government service, the essentially British character ·of the · administration has .not b~en · 
.affected, what basis is there for saying that danger would orise if out of 1,200 of the listed 
posts, even 600 are held by Indians instead of about 200 or 250, as under the present system 1 No 

· district officer, not even a Commissioner, can make any change' in the principle of government 
-or .the methods of administration. • The Mahomedan snp1·emacy under Akbar was not 
affected by his appointing a Hindu u.s the !JOI'ernor of a Province, another as a General in 

' his army and a third · as his .Finance Minister. The State of Hydcrabad makes no distinction 
between • Mahomedans Hindus Porsees and Christians. ·And neither in the stormy days 

. ' ' ,. 
<>f the 18tli ~entury, nor .in the more peaceful times of the 19th century was the· position 
-of the. Nizam touched in the least by this equality of treatment. 
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Presidential In the de!ulfe ·which took p!nce in the Imperial Legi,Jntire Council on the 17,tb, of 
Address. March, 1911, on the hon. J.l.lr. Sn~bnrao's motion,. the t.•ar Wl\8 expre..sc<l by U1e lion •. 

J.I.Ir •. Earle, speaking on behalf of ~he Government of India, that thG institn~ion of sinml· 

bmcons examinations might lend to a lowering of edncntimial q11ali6cntiou~ as the educational 

i'ntitutions in this country were not of the same high type ns those 'in GrenL Britoin, and 

Indians and E'uropenns who were not in a,positiml to send _their young relations to the. English 

or Scotch Uni\'ersities, would put them in the low kind of cramming establishments which 

w~uld be sure to he opened. This f.,.;r again does not take account of the fnct that .high 

educatioual qualifications and il)tellectnal attainments nre secured by imposing exacting 

standards and ha,·ing searching examinations. The resort to cramming or ita discouragement 

entirely depends upon the nature ~f the standard and the chlll'acter of the examination. Further 

all ·chances of the rise of crammi~g establishments call be obviated hJ laying . down attendance 

at recognised British and Indian Unil·ersities and Colleges M a condition of permission 

to compete. _ . .. . . . . 
• 

Another araument to 'which the greatest weigh~ is attached, anll which is indeed 
0 • 

·regarded as·an axiomatic truth, "is that to n1ain~in the essentially. British charader of_ tJte 

admi~istration and to keep Dritish principles unimpaired, there must be a minimum of Europeans 

in the CiV'!I Service.. 1'he number of appointments open to Indians cannot eafcly, it is said, be _ 

allowed to exceed a certain proportion ;that the scheme snnctinned by Lord Cross in 18931 permits 

only a miniumm of Em·opeans, and tlmt the number of places open to IndiBilS in India cannot now 

be incre..Sed without endangering tl1e character of tl1e administration.· To. thi~ position also 

a cogent and, I believe, a conclusive answer can be given. ·Taking .first the lnst point, that 

the proportion of one-<!ixth which is proposed to be worked up to cannot be _ allowed to he 

increased, it has to be observed that this proportion of one-sixth was what. was laid down in _ 

1879. It was one which was evidently consid'ere<t sufficient in the state of things as it 
\ . . . 

then existed. The Government of India's representative admitted in the debate of 1911 that 

the Government was in full. sympathy :with the aspirations of the Indians. to a larger share 

in the administration. Doring the 33 years which have elapsed since 18i9, e<lucation has 

made tremendous admnce. The• number of capable men has immensely 'increased. 1'he . . ' . . 
proportion which held good at that time can obdonsl,Y not hold good now. · With the vastly 

laoger null}ber of men of real ed~1cation and culture, a greatet scopv is nece88ary. The 

Go>er~ment of Madras very properly pointed out in 1898 that one.third of ·.the listed 

appointment could • even then be thrown npen to Indians, and ttis waa a view which the bon. 

Mr. Garstin also-the dissenting member of· Conncil-Rireed to.-. • Tbnt Go>ernment. 

further stated that the limit of 'one.third would 'in course of time have to be raised. The 

argument therefg~~ that the limit of one.sixth cannot be exceeded will not stand: · 
I 

But to go to the main point, we haye to consider how far the theory can bear 

close examin~tion that th..:e must be an irreducible minimum of Enropean officers in ,the 

Civil Serv~e, if the essentally British character of the administration has to be maintained. 

that such irreducible minimum has already been reached and that if simultaneous examinations 

are held in India and in England, such a large body of Indians and especially of Bengalees 
will be let in, that the very character of tbe administration will be seriously affected. 

Now, gentlemen, I must point ont that what is insisted upon for the ~reservation · 
of the hil;h English tone of the_ Govemment is the presence not ' of Englishmen but of 

Europeans. The entry of Frenchmen, Germans, Dutch, will not,matte•·· They are foreigners. 

Their political traditions are different. At times the relations between the nations to which 

they belong and the British nation may be strained But they can be depended upon to
maintain the character of the administration all the same. There is even now intense bitterness 

between Irishmen and .,. large ,body of Englishmen. Irishmen are considered by these as 

unfi~ for ~orne Rule. But they are deemed quite fitlto maintain the British principleS' in 
India. Ind1ans on the other hand, who feel and believe that their very · existence is 

entwined ·with the maintenance of the British rule, who nre saturated with nothing but the 

. doctrines of E~gl.ish political philosophy, they cann9t be sufficiently trusted and relied ~pon to· 

work the pnucoples they believe in ! I have no fault to find with, riot the least insinuati"n to 

make again,st the members of the non-English European communities in the service· -of the 
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Gctvernmerft ·of India. All .I am concerned in showing is the curious nature of the logic' n id I I 
·· cres ent a • 

• employed by the opponents of •imultaneous exami~ations. • · .Address. 

Does not the very statement- of this case, .the insistence merely. on the presence of 
Europeans, mean·· that what is of the real essence is· the unimpai~ed preservation of the British 

, principles of Government, of British metho~. of administration. The individuals who have 
to do· it is a . matter of secondary impOTtance, proVided they have full:y grasped those principles, 
caught their spirit, thoroughly unde1'Stand.aud appreciate those methods. It is not disputed 
that this essential condition is fulfilled ·by those· Indians who entered the Civil Service 

. through the competitive . examination . heid 'in England. · ;fhe high . education which they 
~ receive and the personal knowledge which they obtain py residence in England are deemed 

to achieve this result .• I:< ow, what is there to prevent the acquisition of the same high educa
tio~! the same. personai 'knowledge of ·~nglish political and socini life, by men appearing for 
the snme examination held simultaneously in India, if these men. after selection spend two 
years at an approved University or institution in th'e British Isles 1 What is required is that 
the superior agency in the administration posse.sses' certain ment~l and moral qualfications and 
lias come into contact with British institutions and society. , ~he nationality of the individual 

.'is a matter of minor importance, so far as' this aspect of, the case goes. Then agai~, what is 
the justification for the asserti~n that if the competitive' examination is held in India, along 
with the examination in Engi!md, the Indians. would extensively oust the Britishers ? . The 
E nglishmen who say so do grave injustice to the capacity of their countrymen. The Indians 
who succeeded in obtaining . entry into the Civi~ Service through the English 
examination have been for the most part men of exceptional calibre, and these men 
constitute a. bape 5 per cent. of the successful candidates. If simultaneous 
examinations are instituted, another 5 m· '! per cent. from among ·. tlie superior youths 
of India would probably be all that would succeed . in getting in. Of the .. · men who 
would get in by the Indian door some at least would be of European ex-traction pure 
or mixed. W ;·can thus realise what is the real exient . of the danger of which oo much 
is made. Let us assume that the proportion of 5 India'!s to 95 Britishers shown by the 
present method is so largely exceeded that as many as 8 Indians get in by the Indian door 
in addition to the one by the English door. That would only mean that by the method of 

· simultaneous examinations there would·be 20 Indians who would find entry in the. Civil 
Service to 80 Blitishera. Add to these ·20 the 16 per cent., the maxim•Jm enlistment allowed 
by the rules under the Statutu of 1870, there would be only 86 Indians as ~gainst 64 Brltishers, 
and of the 86 .Indians some at least would be Statutory Indians of European descent. That. 
would not be suc'h an· alarming proportion of Indians of pure descent as to seriously affect the 
fundamental character of the administati~n. The' Government of Madra.f 20 years ago, 
regarded on~-third Indians in the Civil Service as not an objectionable number. 

The great thing to be jealously looked after is the. purity and ~fficiency of, the adminis
tratiOn. Nc,w, hav~ not these essentials been kept . unimpaired by Indian Magistrates, 
Collectors and District and Sessions Judges ? l'here have been instances of districts where 
the Collector, and Dist1·ict Mag'istrate was· an India~, the District and Sessions Judge was an 
Indian the Superintendent of Police was an Indian, the · Civil Surgeon and the Superintendent. . ' 
of the Central Jail was au Indian and nobody had any ground for doub¥ng the-
purity of the Judicial administration and the efficiency and strength of the ~xecutiv& 

administration. 

I ask O\lr Government, I ask every liberal-minded and impartial Englishman, to consider· 
the fucts I have mentioned and then to say whether the system of simultaneous examinations is 
attended with the dangers attributed to it. It may' result, and probably it wilj result, in some 
individual loss on a small scale to one class-and a corresponding individu.~>l gain. to the other. 
But, as Sir Dennis' FitzPatrick frad'kly admitted, the interests of a couple of hundred families 
are not the matters to be taken into account. If the assurances lately given, of· satisfying· 
more fu(ly the legitimate aspirations of India~s for larger employment in· the higher branches. 
of Public Service, are to be translated into practice, and they are to be fully and impartially 
admitted under the test of "education, ability and integrity", then the only safe way of doing· 
so is by the method of competition. No other procedure can be adopted without serious dis
ad,•antages.: Szlection ·· means more ~r less of favour and a lowering of standard. It brings 
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in ita train administmtive inefficiency and deterioration of character--of both the dispenser of 
. Presidential patronage and of its recipient. The Government and the people have to guard against this .. 

•Address. 
What we should urge .before the Royal Commisston is :-

I. That recruitment to what is called the Indian or Imperial Civil Service should 
be only by Competitive Examination held simultaneously in England and in l.ndia, those who 
compete being claasified in one list and appointments given by strict order of mer~t. t 

11. That the candidates who a.:e selected should be required to pass a period of 
probation and tmining of two yea:}.at one of the British U niversitiea or approved educational 

· .institutions. 
III. That the . Statutory Ch·il Service as laid down • by the rules of 1879 

be revived; that half the appointment therein should be given to deserving members of 
the Subordinate Service, and half by first recruitments filled by Competitive Examination. The 
competitive ~st should be applied as much to first appointments under the Statute of 1870 as it 

is to t'he appointments under the Statute of 1861. 

Scheduled ·Kppolntmenta, ' . 

I have dealt with only the question of principle, and have ·not gone into details, 
important though these are, aa the time at my disposal does not allow this to be ~one, and I 
cannot make too great a demand upon your. patience. But thero is one head of this Ch·il Ser
vice question to which I sholl make a very brief reference. . And that is, what are the branches, 
of the public administration for which the Convenanted Service should be recruited. My view 
clearly is that it should be recruited only for the requirementa of the Executive branch of 
the gen~rsl administration. The time hll8, loug since come for taking jufticial appointments 
out of what are .;..lied the · seheduled appointments. The Civil Service is, taken all in all, 
a fine body of capable persons. But it was not recruited specially for judicial work. · In 

' fact executive administration is its special province. The system of seeking for judge~ amongst 
its ranks had its origin in times, when outside that Service there were few men available 
qualified for the discharge of judicial functions. Things are otherwise now. We may even 
~ay that now there i• far more legal knowledge and judicial capacity oot..ide the Civil Service 
than within it, of course .. .,c•pti• u:cipiendis. Apart from the question of legal knowledge 
and judicial training, the executive frame of mind is not the one suitable for the. diseharge of 
judicial functions. Promptness of action and quickness of despatch, so often required in 

' . . 
executive work, are not exactly calculated to produce that habit of close examination and patient 
ioves~igatioo without which a judge's work cannot be efficiently performed. 

· C!ltber' Departments, 

It was not only in the Civil Service that we lost ground by the action of the Public 
. , . I 

Service Commission. The differentiation into two distinct services-a superior and mainly 
European service uod an inferior and mainly Indian service-which has been carried out in a 
manner similar to that in the Civil Service 'in almost all the other departments--Education, 
Public Works.,Forest, Survey, Telegraphs, &c.-is a loss which l1a• resulted to Indians from 
that Commission. Refore the Commission the Europeans and the Indian~ in these departments, 
holding similar posts, worked side by side on the same pay as comrades and with-at any rate 
theoretically--equal prospects of promotion.. We now have a superior and favoured "European 
pen " as 6ir Valentine Chirol aptly call it, and an inferior and. ill-paid "Indiap pen." The 
distinction is not based on th~ possession of any real higl1er merits, but merely on race. And 
you have the spectacle of a man of science whose eminence is acknowledged in Europe and 
America, Dr. P. C. Ray, languishing for years in the Pro•·incinl Service with absolutely no 
hope of entry into the superior service, manned by lnen not one of whom can bear e\'en a remote 
comparison with him,· . 

In the Public Works Department also, Indians l1ave a similar gl'ievance, intensified 
by the fact of its being brought about by breaches of distinct promises. The infet·ior status 
created in 1892, was aggravated in 1908, and though the rules of 1912 have mitigated some of 
the,'~ore ~erious hardships, the objectionable principle re,mains intact. 1n one respect the 
pos1t10n IS even worse in this department than in the Government Civil Service. In the 
lmpelial branch of the Public Works Department re~ruited in England by exa1;1ination, only 
10 per cent. of Indians are permitted. 
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Similarly, unsatisfactory is the s~te of things lin the Forest Department. The . . 
-treatment of Indians in the Civil • Department amounts almost t d 1 It . . t' PresJdenhal 

. . o " scan a . s Ill JUS tee Address, 
,~as been • pubhcly exposed fer years and •though Lord Morley's instructions for remeclying 
1t were Issued years ago, it remains 'practically unredr•ssed. In 'the Tel•graph Department 
the distinction of Europeans, Eurasians and " natit·es", is carried into the grades of 
masters and telegraphists even, 

Want of time prevents me from quoting figure.• to sliow ~w few ore the places 
held by lndians in the superior grades of the Public Service. They are startling, but you 
whn are well aware of the facts around you know how , seriO\.t is the exclusion of Indians 
from l1igher appointments in all departments, and alm,•st tot&! exchiSion in some, snell as 
the Customs, the Cmnpa,ny-managed Railways, &c. 

Gentlemen, Indians .. cannot, will not snbmit to this. I~ the case of these other 
departments, even the. specious plea urged in reg&rd to the Indian Civil Servbe, that the 
majority of higher appointments in the Execntive branch of the general. administration mnst 

• l:Ie held by Europeans to maintain the British ' .ideals of govern'ment, has no appl:cation, 
Race and col9nr have nothing to(· do iii Education, in tlie construction of Puulie Works, 

in Medical Relief, ·in Sanitation, in Lhe conservatioll and working of Forests, in realising 
Customs ~ues' and preventing smuggling, in making Surveys; in const1·ucting and working 
Railways, in maintaining Telegraph, lin•• or sending or receiving messages. "re of the 
Congress have not asked, will never ask for high appointments being conferred 011 Indians 
merely because th'ey !'re Indians. ~ll we ask ·is th~t tliese places should . go lly desert and 

• desert alone ; and . '!"e protest, most emphatically against the exclusion of Indian of even 
proved merit and ability: . The competitive test is after all the only one available to us for 

Ji•·•t appointment. It is not ideally the best, it is not free . from objections. But the system 
•of selection loas in every country, and in India it.elf, not only proved far more unsatisfactory, 
but bas produced positively ·demoralising effects. Let the Government lay down as high a 

\ 
.standard as if desires, impose the most searching test, insist upon the possession <If physic.• I 
mental and moral capacity. We have no objootion. We welcome tlHlm. But the · door of 

• 
. race or class privileges and individual favouritism must be closed. ; · · 

I. devoutly trust that. the eniightened' members of the clMses and communities who 
took up in 1886, and on subsequent occasion a hostile position against the competWve test, 
~ill. now that the conditions of the progress of all Indian communities are better -understood 
*nd appreciated, abandon the former undignified reliance on preference and fai'OUr and take 
••p that more manly and· dignified stand· on justice, wltich alone will secure to Hindus and 
Mahomedans _a due share in the · higher .Services of the country. 

eommlssloned l'osts In the army. 

Gentlemen-The Royal Commission is empowered to. deal o.nly with the Civil 
;Services. The question of· adminission of Indians to the commissioned ranks in the 
Army still remains · where it was. · The propriety-I would say the -justice-of the step 
lhas often' been . admitted . by responsible statesmen,· And when some yeao·s ago the 
Imperial Cadet Corps. was called into existence in . Lord Ourzon's regime, great expec
iations were entertained. that the scions of high families wh~ were enrolled as Cadets 
would eventually be appointed as captains, majors and colonels. That bope /•~ ~ot been 
realised. There is a wide-spread belief that LOL·d Kitclienet• of Khartoum,. when he was 
Comma~der-in-Chief in. India favoured 1 an advance in this di'rection, and that his 
views are also shared by his Excellency the present Commander-in-Chief. Independently 
-of the vi~ws of these great authorities, it is very necessary that the claims of Indians 
to higher positions in 'the at·my should receive. recognition and that a begin~ing should 
be made in appointing' selected and qualified Indians as Commissioned ~fficors. 'fwenty

"'e1•en years have elapsed since his Royal Highness the Duke of Connanght &S Commander
in-Chief ,of the B~mbay Army recommended tlte formation of an Indi11n Sandlnu·st, but • , 

no movement in that direction has yet been made. · 

ether Questions. 

Brother:delegates, I have treated in my address some only of the questions which are 
-exereising tl)e mindo of the people. I selected those only which intimately concern the status 
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of Indians and their position in the Administration. These constitute matters of prlnciplot 
Presidential · • "b"l" • f f h d ' t" Th Address. on the due settlement of winch depends the poss1 1 1ty o our urt er a vance as a na IOD.. . ey- 1 

• 

are the foundations and walls of the great edifice which has to be raised. There are several 
other matters of very great importance. vitally affecting the material and morAl progreso of 
In<Ha, which demand you~ attention. Education in all its aspects and all its grades, commPnc
ing from mass education, the impro,-ement of the system of judiciAl administration by. -the· 
separation of judicial and executive functions and in other ways, the purification of tl1e· 
machinery for preserving law and order, the development of the materlAI resourcee of the· 
country by the improvement or agriculture, and encouragement of industries, trade and 
comn•erce, reform of land laws, public health, wise administration of the national finances, 
are matters of the deepest import. If I ha¥e not dealt with them on this occasion, it is not 
because I do not realise their inti~ate bearlng on individual and national well-being. They. 
h'aye reciwd and must continue to receive close attention from the Congress. For dealing
specifically with some of them, the sister organiaation of the Indian Industrial Conference 

'bas been called into being. During my quarter of a century's service in tho C~ngress I have
had oppo•tunities of contributing my quo~ a to their discussion according to my lights and 

• mpaci~ies. 'It is not possible to discuss them within the limits of a single address, and even 
the most cnl'tlory· obsermtions on ·them will try the physical endnrance and patience of the· 
most sympathetic audience .. On many of these questions the Government and the popular 

. side are in agreement as to the object. There is difference of opnion as' to the means, methods. 
and pace of advance. Free excb&nge of views and a spirit of !"utnal accommodation will 
bring abotit ~ventual agreement. Our refonoed conncils now supply a machinery the ofticiency 
of which will become more and more manifest~ time goes on. The generating power, however, 
is in the people, and this the Congress and other cognate public bodiaa must develop. 

Necessity ol the eongreas. 

To rouse popular interes~ to keep it steady when roused, to give articulate expreasio11o 
to it, a net-work of organisations baa to be esteblisbed. Workers posseaaed of knowledge, 
ready to study facts, willing to make personol sacrifices Bl"e required. The leaders of tho
Congress have to devote. greater attention to this matter than hitherto. It is aaid in soma
quarters that with the .;.tablisbment 'of the Legislative Councils on a partially popnlBl" basis,. 
the r·ai80fl d'etre of tlte Congreaa bas gone. This is a mistake. With the n~w Councils the· 
necessity of a generAl Association for the country with" subordinate provinciAl, district,. 
sub-district, town and village committees is all the greater. The people's repre-· 
sentative in the Legislative .Council. £can rely for their c~dential~ only npon the 
pronouncements made by the country. Their usefulness and power depend upon the exis-· 
tence of a well-informed, -Sober and vigilant public opinion.. It is the f~nction of the· 
Congr~ss and of its subordinate associations to evoke such public opinion. 

In connection with this, I ltave a suggestion to 'put forth. Till very recently, it was. 
incumbent upon us to ·concentrate our main effort on the recognition of what might be called 
the basal principles and rudimentary rlgbts of even a partially representative system of Govern
ment. With tl1e expansion of the Legislative Councils, the introduction of the" elective 
system therein, the awakening of the consciousness in Government that pro,incial autonomy 
bas to be kept in view, the fuller admissions 'and greater desire manifested to accord larger 
scope to ~ndians in the higher branches of the public services, and the acknowledgement of 
the claim of Indians to.~equal and fair treatment as citizens of the empire, much of tho· 
discussion of •imple political truths which hitherto was unavoidable bas become unnecessary. 
It is now the application and suitable extension as time goes on, of those principles and 
truths-the detailed treatment of administratiYe problems-that we have to address ourselves
to. And for this a change in our methods and procednre is desirabJe. The Congress must 
now direct greater attention and more time to the practical treatment of such ,questions as 
imperial and provincial finances, the system of t.axation, · economy in expenditure; greater 
11ctivity in matte•·s of education, sanitation, medical relief, work of public utility, etc,; the 
remodelling of the judicial machinery in consonance, with the varying circumstances of each 
province, the ,correction of the defecti've working and the wrong system of recruitment 
complained of in the different departments, the removal of the grievances of landholders in. 
temporarily-settled tmcts due to pet·iodical revisions and short-term settlementa, the adjust-

• 

• 
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ment of the relations between the various tenure-holders the m~aanres devised to prevent the 
expropriati n f th It' t' 1 b h · . ' . . Presidentla• o o e en 1va mg c asses y t e non-cult1vatmg ones, ra1lway finance, public Address. 
debt, management of treasury balances and reserve, the currency system, and so on. Most 

·of these have more, or less come before the Congress • at one time or another. But under 
0~ rules discussion and tlje numerous claitns upon the one dozen or one dozen and half 
hours. av)'ilable for discussion. it '!'aB not possible to do 1mything than to state a fe~ general 
propositions and me~ely approach the frings of practical examination. The time has strived 
when fuller treatment and detailed consideration should be given by alltotting at !east. two 
days for informed and practical discuasion of three Clr four subjects each year by men who 
have studied them. The main speakers should be chosen beforehand and the time-limit might 

. well be that laid down in the Imperial Legislative Conooil Regulations. I would ask the 
Co~gre~ to consider this mntter: in my opinion tlu\ change is · one which will ' enhance the 
value of our great institntiori . 

• • • - Brother delegates and gentlemen, the Congress has not to dissolve but to become 
more active, to put forth more steady energy to pursti~ more vigorously its · efforts to briog 
withi!' 'its fold more and more pe.,ple.·· National in its aims, objects and aspirations, the 
Congresa rnliSt strive to bring on its rolls a larger number from the various races and 
communities whose home is India, aye, even of those who are sojourners here. Your faithful 
adherence to its gre&t principles is already· bearing fruit. Communities which _eith~r kept • 
aloof or inaintsined · an · attitude · ' of critical. opposition are coming round. 
The All-India Moslem . League promis.,; to·· become an ally and a loyal supporter. Mr. 
Rowlandson, sometime President of · the Eurasian and Anglo-Indian · Association· of 
South India, speaking to an Anglo-Indian: gathering at Ootacamntid some two months. ago, 
while ·acknowledging the •great work of the Congress, · suggeoted a •federation of · aU 
the different communitieS of India. And. only 'the other ·day, the chief exponent of 

sober-European opinion in this c?untry said ;_,., 

"A long timt~ must elapse before the Empire completely .assimilates all the heterogeneon10 ' . . 
elements of which it ,is composed, but no one who .. keeps his eyes open ~o the tendencie• dis-

cernible on 11ll sides can. doubt that the process is already in operation." 

A homogeneous Indian .nation has not yet become a fact, but we are on·the high road 
to it. Those who find • comfort in dogmatically denying the possibility of such an . accom~ 

. . . 
plishment, evidently do not knbw what is· going on in the country. When they talk-of class 
and caste differences, of racial and ·-religions antagonisms, <>r .. long-standing feuds, they forget-·· 
ihe wars' of the Saxons and the Danes, the gulf which existed 'for centuries between the Saxons 
and the Normans, the bitter feuds which were carri~d on by th~ English .and the Scotch, the • · 
long-standing hostility between the Irish .l\nd the English and the .. intense hatred an~ irrecon
cilable differences • which . characterised· the relati~ns between the Roman .. Catholics and the 
Protestants.. I do .not ignore. the very special and great difficulties which exist in the case 
of India. But we know what a tremendous change has come over the Hindu community, 
ane how that -~ost difficult p~oblem of caste prejudice~ and social obs~rvances is being quietly 
and gradually solved. Our critics are our grel\t friends and they do us a' positive service when 

· they remind us of the immense difficulty of our task. 
•· - . ' 

Brother-delegates and countrymen, let liS constantly bear in mind that there can be no 
. real or solid political advance. withou~ social ad~ance and moral and spiritual regeneration. 
( Cheers) So long as the masses remain steeped in ignorance and the depressed classes are 
regarded as untouchable, so long as the mothers of fa"'i'ilies and the. mistresses of laonseholds 
are kept without knowledge in. the secl11Sion of the Zenana; not \J,apable of participating in 
intellectual pursuits or public matters, so long as class . is divided against class, caste against 
caste, race against race, and clannishness and 

1 
sectional .. selfishness sway the actions of the 

members of the different communities, so lana; as true brotherly feeling and devotion to duty 
do not become· the main guiding principles . of our. life, so long_ shall our aspirations remain 
mere dreams. ( Cheers ) It is only when Indians become a virile nation whose intellectnal 
powers and practical capacities are expande!l by knowledge and training, amongst whom the 
moral virtues of truthfulness, courage, J faithfulness, industry and perseverance have been full& 
developed and whose whole life is dominated by patriotism and duty, it is only then that our 

beloved motherland will becom&-
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Presidential 
Address. 

· • ;, • • the land that :&...men till, 

That sober-suited freedom chose, 
The fand where girt with friends or foea, 
A man may speak the thing he will. 

A land of settled governnrent, 
A land l'f just and old renown, 
Where freedom broaden& olowly down, 
From precedent-to preoedent." 
( Loud and continued oheere ). 

Tba Delhi eutrage, 

The President :-Our friend the Hon'ble B~bn Surendranath Bannerji wili now place 

before you a very important ·resolution .;,hich it wae considered ne~essary to bring before the 

Congress just now. I • 

Tas HoN'BLI' Ma. Bun SnBBNDBalfATH BANNBRJI (Calcutta) who waa received with an 

ovation, said :-Mr: President, brother delegatee an~ gentlemen, I have .t.f? place before yon a 
.Mr. S. N. U · d t to Banerji. very important resolution which· my friend. the Hon'ble Mr. Sinha wi JUst rea on you. 

~ But before I pro..;ed to lay thia resolution_ before you, it ia neceaaary to point out a alight 
• ~ irregularity which, I am &lll8; you will excosa, having regard to the urgency of the matter and 

... 
the terms of the resolution itself. All our resolutions, before they are placed before the 

Congress, ha'nl to be onbmitted to the Subjects Committee and l1ave to be adopted by them. 

Thi& resolution represents ~o urgent matter and it could not be submitted to the Subjecta 

Committee for their approval. But, brother delegates, yon are here, membera of the Subjects 
Committee, and yon are in a position to accord your approval to a resolution without it being 

~ecessary to aubmit it to the opinion of the Subject&' Committee. 

I am sore yon will exercise your discretion and excuse the informality when yon hoar the 
terms of the .resolution read by my friend. 

Tas· HoN'BLB Ma. S. S.ocacaiDAifalfnA SurRA (Behar) then read the following -
Mr. S, I t" Sinha, ·· reso u wn:-

·Mr. S. N. 
Banerji., 

.. That this Congress desires to place on recOrd its aense of ho,.,..;r and detestation at tho 
dsstsrdly attempt made on the life of. Ilill Excellency tha Viceroy, , who hae by hia wiaa and 
concilliatory policy and earnest solicitude to promote tbe well-being of the millione of Hia Majesty'• aub
jects entrusted to his care, won the esteem, the confidenoe the affection and the gratitndo of the people 
of India. The Congreq offere its respectful oympathy to Their Excellencioa Lord and lady Ilardinge 
and fervently prays that His Excellency may have a speedy recovery and reatoration to health. . 

Tas HoN'BLB B.osu BuPBNnR.llf .ora BABu-( Calcutta ) suggested the inoertion 
. of the words " the affection " after the word " confidence " \ 

.. 
Tna HoH'oLB · Buu SnaBNDRAHATR 'BANifBBJI:-That will be attended to. Brother 

delegates, this resolution is a re-affirmation of · the judgment of the country, ita 

sense of horror and detestation at the terrible crime which was perpetnBted at Delhi the 

other day. When I contemplate tluit crime and when I feftect· npon the illnstriouo 
. su!I<'!'er to whom we are bound by ties of affectionate gratitude, my feeling is and I am sure ~hat 

feeling is shared by yourselves and the entire country, our feeling is one of shame, humiliation and 
indignation, that such a crime should. have been ·perpetrated . on Indian soil, in the capital 

of the great M~ghala and within a few miles of a still more ancient city hallowed by the 
memories 'Of one who, in the Hindu traditions, is known as Dharm~raj Yndhishtar (Lood cheers) .. 
Gentlemen, we in Bengal"" are specially beholden to His Excellency -the Viceroy for the · 
modification of the partition ("hear, hear" and cheers)•; yon in Behar owe him a deep debt 
for constituting 10ur Provin'lle into a separate administration ("hoar, hear, and cheers) ; and 
all India is grateful to him for bringing the blessings of peace, contentmeni, · happiness and 
pro•l'erity to the millions of our countrymen. (cheers) Think of 1908 and contrast it with 
1912 ; think. of the. unrest, the excitement, the troubles of 1908 and contrast them with the 
peacefulness, the contentment. the happiness that prevail over India in 1912. To whom are 
we indebted for this great and marvellous transformation of the popular mind 1 It was as 

if a magician had waved his ·wand and brought rest, peace and tranquility throughou~ the 
length and breadth of this great country (cheers). Lord Hardinge will stand forth in the 

' 
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'page• of his¥>ry as tho pacificator of Bengal. ("hear, hear") The Hon;blo Mr. Gokhale said 

in one or his eloquent speeches which we have all read with admiration, " My Lord, MB~n~;ji~· 
pacify Bengal and all. India. will be pacified'' (cheers). Our' grieva1we was 
a parocl1ial one, a provincial one: But your sympathies, the sympathies of all India, 
raised it to the . proportions of a great , national problem .. Here we. begged and prayed 
and entreated and protested, b~t all in vain. Ours was a voice crying in . the wilderness. We 
were met with the doctrine of " settled fact." Lord I;Iardinge came, unsettled the "settled 
fact", righted the wrong (cheers), t•emedied the grievances and assetted' ·the do10inance of 
popular opinion in the ·councils of the Government (cheers). Is it possible to conceive of 8 
greater service done to _the cause of Indian public opinion and of Indian Nationalism than th~ 
modification ·of the ·partition, (hear, hear) Then read the Govennment depatch of. the 26th of 

' August; 1911. Both the chairman of the Reception Committee a.nd our honored president have 
referred to the terms of that despateh. Mr. Montagn •peaking of that despateh-and that r 

>pbsage l•as been quoted by Mr. Mudholkar--said here was a :y'iceroy wh/'l;ad the courage and 
the statesmanship • to lay down the broa4 lines oi policy which English politicians were to 
follow in regard to the !'dministration of India. · There is the despatch, uur greatest charter. 
our column of smoke by day and our pillar of fire by night, leading us onwards ~nd upwards 
in that. grand march of progress which ,is to be ponsmnmated by the establishment of self-govern" 
ment in tl1is country. • • .. 

This is the · ideal, the grend ides!, the ·stimulating ideal, the ideal ·which will 
encourage us, inspire us and guide ~s in . momenta of darkness; despair and gloom. To, 

. . . 
whom are we indebted for that i!lea 1 'l'o that illustrious ruler who was strncK. dawn by the 
the hand of an assassin. I can scacely conceive the sense of horror, the sense of indignation,· 
the sense or detestation, that I feel in my heart of hearts when I contemplate the crime 
of this woeful c::agnitude ' le;elled ag~inst . the versonality of him who has be.en one of the •. 
truest benefactors of ·our country .. l h~ve no. desire to anticipate t\•e judgment of history ; 
bot this I will say that , Lord Hardinge will .ga down. to posterity as one· of the most illus
trious of Indian Viceroys. ·His name is inseparably linke;l with 'those of a Bentinck, a 
Canning and a Ripon. Suqh is the ruler who was struck down 'by an . anarchist.. We here 
detest and execrate from our hearts anarchism and all the principles of anarchism. Anarchism, 
Sir is not of the East. Wear~ proud·to say that it .is a· foreign excresence which has been· . ' . 
unfortunately grafted on this country (cheers). 1t is opposed' to our deepest religions 
convictions, to our most cherished traditions. We abhor anarchism. Anarchism has 
done nobody any good. Anarchism has wrecked the· prospects of Rnssian freedom ; 
an emasculated Duma was the reply 'of the Czar to Russian anarchism. We can 
have no patience witl1 anarchism. . I ,only hope and trust that ·,the even tenor of 
that benevolent policy which· has been followed by Lord. Hardinge will not be inter
rupted by the mad act of a htnatic who wanted perhaps to create a • sensation. Be that 
as it may, we deplore the act. 'l n _your name we deplore it. All India is watching hy the 
bedside ~f the illustrious patient. ·we are all present in spirit, ther' and from every loyal and 
gMtcful heart tliere goes forth the prayer to the footsteps of the thrpl'e of the Suprelll'l! 
that Lord Hardinge may soon recover and resume those· exalted duties in the performance of 

. of which he bas won in an unstinted meas~e the esteem, the confidence, the gratitude and. the 
.admiration of the teeming millions whom Providence has . committed to his care . and keeping. 
With these woi·ds, I move the resolution. (Loud cheers), 

Ma. D. E. W AOHA ( Bombay) who on rising was received with cheers, sai.!:-Mr. 
President, Ladies and gentlemen-At tl1is late hour of tile day I do not want to detain you long 
but I share with my Honorable friend Mr. Surendranath Banerjee the feelings of 

• 
detestation end iudignatiou he has expressed in reference to this most pathetic tragedy 
which has staggered alt'Indian humanity, tragedy that has pever before- happened in India 
save in one instance as for as a Viceroy is concerned. On behalf of the Bombay Presidency in 
the first place and next on· behalf of the Parsi Community of which I am the only representative 
here, 1 also share that indignation and I say tlmt we detest the assassin and the assassinatton that 
was attempted to' be committed on tl1e Viceroy. Mr. Surendranath Banerjee has rightly said that 
this anarchisll\lS an importation. It is a foreign importation. We have kno.)Vn that very 
many able statesmen in the past have been assassinated. Abraham Lincoln was assassinated 

' ' 

., 

Mr. D. E. 
Wacha. 



( 40 ) 

and lator on, ten years ago in the very country of freedom, the United Stat"'! McKinle:r 
wos assassinated · and lately only the other day. we have heard tlmt the Spanish Statesman. • J . 
dear to his country and dear to his people, Signor Canajilas, shared the same fate. We 
are all thankful to Providence that aa far aa .India is concerned, our beloved Vicaroy bas 
escaped 'that fate which might otl;erwise have oyertakeo him. It aeems, Sir, aa the poet 
says, " There is a divinity that hedges kings.'' • There is a Divinity tba~ baa hedged our 
belo;·ed Viceroy.• ' And we are all grateful that .Providence bad saved him for our Indian 
purposes. Lord Hardinge, as w~ all know, ia the grandson· of that great Hardioge who 
flourished here as onr Governor-General from 1844 to 1848. · You moat have all read hia 

life by · Sir William·. · Hnnt~r in , the Ruler& • of. lodia_ Series. He . baa 
described what services he rendered to the country · and to the Indian people, bow . he 
raised nathes of India, how l1e tried to· appoint Indiana to bigher appointments, well, the 
grandson of aucl1 a Viceroy-we expected from him ·tl1at he will alwAys be in sympathy 
with the aspirations of our Indian people and cherished tha tmditiona inherited from hia 
great ancestor. ·What has he donef We have seen that in the last two years he has traoqnilliaed 
India,-not · only' traoquilised bu' brougM l'eaca, contentment and· prosperity.· with,. all hia 

many acts of atatesmaoahip. Therefore, Sir~ we think that it ia only due that from this 
platform of the Congress we ought to express our a uoqnalifiad indignation and detW!tation 
of the cri!"e and we hope that the perpetrator of the crime may . ba brought to justice. 
With these few words, I beg to second the resolution (cheers}.. • · 

• 
Mr. Lajput . Mr. LAJPUT. R.u (Punjab) who,'. on rising' waa received with en ovation and 

Rai. crie,s of Vamle Matat'<lm, s~id in support of the resolution:-

Ladies a~d gentlemen. for myself and for the province to which I have the ho~or to belong, 
I associate myself fully and . unreservedly with the aeotimeo~ expressed in thia reaohJtioo and 
with the remarks made by the two pravioUB apeakers ; aoci with your permission, I wish only to 
add to' them one Of two· 'obServations of mine.·. Just~~ Mr. Surendm 1 Nath Banerjee 'pointed 
out, I want to emphasise that once more shall we in this land. ~~ tbQ Bodha, in this land of 
the v edas, in this land of mercy to animals, ahall we blacken our paat by taking to thia cult 
of bomb ? It is not only wicked and pernicious b~t it is absolutely futile for any progreR& 
be it social, moml, material or political: I know that the heart of thi1 country is entirely against 
this cult of bomb acd if there are any people in this ·country who believe that by propagating
this cult of bomb .they ·can advance the future p~litical progreu of the country, they 
are not· only mistak~n but they are doing a great wrong ,.not only ·to the past 
of this country but to the future . of this country because they are ' placing obataclea. 
untold in the way of thoae who are trying their level best to raise the aocial 
moral and political status of their couo~ry. and work in the 'public life becomes. 
almost impossible in this state of things when bomb after bomb ia in this way thrown at 
persons who are doing their level best f-? redress our grievances, to make us hopeful, and to 
put us on a platform of . confidence. I don't want • to detain you very long: but. 
J want to empl1asise this fact that whoeyer they may be,. Hindus or oon-Hindos, whoever 
they may be wbo llelieve in this cult and who think that by having recourse to bomb 
they are advancing in the least possible way the interests of the country, they are· doing the 
greatest possible harm to the cause of Indian progrees.. A warm eulogy and a deserving 
eulogy h~s been paid to .the Vicerpy's administration by the two previous speakera and I ]Jave 
only to Jldd one word on . behalf of the Punjab. I may say that the Puojabees endorse 
every word of what has fallen from the previour. speakers on the question of the administration 
of the Viceroy. Just now after a period of· unrest we have begun to witness a period of 
tranquility; just now the clouds have dispersed and enabled us to come in public and start ~ubli~ 
life again ; but just now we find this most unfortunate and most atrocious deed committed 
in order to put back the hand of the clock again. We cannot command all the fo!lles that 
we could command. We are bound to express .our detestation of and abhorrence at such . 
deeds ~nd do all that lies· in our power to counteract those influences which may be tending'· 
towards that direction, though I don't believe those influences are very many, very . great, or 
very serious. As was . pointed out by my illustrious leader Babu Sureodarnath 
Bannerji thia act may be • the act of a lunatic but whoever he ' may ·be-· 
of course we can rely upon . the good sense of this country-all of us will do . every-

• 
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thing in • our power to undo the mischi.t that is being done by such atrocious deeds. 
We cannot · sufficiently lay otress npon the horrible nature of this crime and upon the great 
injustice which it involves tO· the nation . a~idst which it is committed and also to the 
future of that nation. With these words, I beg to support this resol~tion. 

Tn HOJ!I'BL& ifANDIT MADAI< MoHAN MA~AVIYA (Allahabad) who on rising was 
received with cheers said in support of the resolution:-Mr. Chairman, Ladies ~nd gentlemen, . 
it is not at all necessary for me to add any words of mine to what bas been said by the previouo 
spealt:ers to commend _the resolution to your .acceptance. I am sure you all share one· feeling 
of deep •bhorrence at the crime, of deep detestation .of the attempt made upon the life of 
the Viceroy. I am, sure we all share one feeling and that feeling is that nothing good 
bas ever been done and that_ none shall ever be done, by such atrocious attempts, by such 
wicked and foul attempts to take the life of innocent persons. As for His Excellency ~be 

· ·Viceroy, what . more. could I say. to add. to what bas been said by my previous frie~ds. 
Every one knows how wise and concilatory policy Lord Hardinge has. been pursuing. Every 
one k9ows how anxiously how earnestly solicitous he has been to promote the well-being of . 
the people in matters of education, sanitation, industrial progress ·and of general political 
advancement. Many of you must have read_· the speech which. be was going to deliver in 
answer to _the address which was to be presented to' him on behalf ~f the members of the 
Imperial Legislative CounciL l wish yo'u 1<! recall tbo;e·words wherein be spoke of his 
great solicitude . to do all that lay in his power to promote the ·well being of the people 
of India. 'That such a friend of the people, that a man who, since be assumed the r~ino of 
office 88 Viceroy of this country, bas bee~ lahourinll' so_ earnestly and so honestly to promote 
the well-being of the people, should . at such .a moment when be was .. going to make 
public the feelings of his heart. and unlose "is mind,-that he should be struck by " 
villainous band in the way be was struck is ,certainly a matter of the deepest 

' national sorrow, a matter which ,has rightly to;tcbed the be~rts . 0~ millions of people 
all ovei the land. Gentlemen, it is not in the · powe~' or' us to prevent such outrage• 
per'haps. We . don't know whence this evil come•, how it disappears for· a time, and how 
lilt:e ·a serpent, · it springs upon us when no body ·ever dreamt that it was still lurking or in 
existence .. But_ there is one thing which ve can 'do and that · the whole country is doing. 
While Lord Hardin!!'• h~s suffered and Lady Hardinll'e has undergone a great trial, l am 
sure Their Excellencie~ will find · a great deal of relief . and consolation in the know ledge that . 
tens of millions of people, tens of million's of hearts have "been sorry, have been grieved to 
hear of tl•is attack made on the Viceroy (cheers) and that tens of millions of men, women,- and. 
children ln this country have sent up honest . and earnest prayers to 'the Almighty at the 
providential escape .wbicll · His Lordship had (cheers); I am sure Their Excellencies will find 
some satisfaction in the knowledge of the fact. that millions of tongues have prayed these mliny 
days and will contin.ue to pray for the speedy recovery of the Viceroy _so that be may continue 
to discharge the duties which have been ·. entrusted to his care. I am sure yon will all pass 
this resolution with one united voice and l am sur~ that the millions of _Prayers which have 
been sent up ·to the Almighty will beu fruit and that Lord Hardinge will soon_ be restored 
to health (cheers).. . . . . ' ' · ' 

• The Hon'bla Mr. N. SuBJIA Row P!\NTULU (Madras):-l ba~e come nere on behalf 

Pandlt 
Madan 
Mohan 

Malvlya. 

.. 

of Madras to express our feelings in this matter . and I entirely associate with all that bao ' 
fallen on the subject from the previous speakers. It is hardly necessary to add any more Mr. N, 
on the subject. but 1 may venture ~ say that all the eloquence of my friend Mr~ Surendra~ ~~~~:~~W' 
oath Banerjee did not adequately express our feelings of indignation. and detestation at 
this dastardly act aimed at our beloved Viceroy. The previous speaker,. Mr. Pandit Madan · 
Mohon Malaviya has alluded to .. the loving message which His Excellency sent. in reply 
to the address of the non-official members. of the Imperial Legislative Council. In those 
words His · Exceiiency said "I have faith in India, I have falth in her people, I have 
faith • in her aestiny." It is during His Excellency's Viceroyalty that India bas foun~ 
a new stimulus, a new hope and a new .inspiration for marching onward in her career of 
progress. When. the Government and the people are reconciled together, when peace 
.reigns over the land and everywhere there is tranquility, when there is no breath of 
discontent or sti~ anywhere, that such an act should be done in the broad day light at_ 



1 k I h H. E 11 woa making his state entry, was ind..,d Delhi on on occasion i e t 1at w en 11 xce ency 
an inexpressibly a~d, and the most. horrifying circumstance which has sent a thrill through

out the len.-th ond breadth of the land. Gentlemen, it bOB deeply moved our hearts and 
there is o~ly on~ feeling throughout the country. that His Excellency may be ftstored lio 

perfect health and vouchsafe? to prolong 'hia , beneficent Viceroyalty during hie lull term. 

• (cheers). 
The Hon'ble Mr •• KaiBHNA SAKAl' (Behar):-Mr. President' nod Brother delegotes, 

I think I voice the feelinga of the entire people of my province-the province of Bel1ar 
Mr. Krishna and Orisaa, • when I rmy that the newa of the dOBtardly attempt made on 

Sahay, the life of His Excellency the. Viceroy bOB filled every heart with grief and can•cd the 

strongest indignation tl•roughout this province~ Eloquent testimony hu !men borne, sir, 
to. 'the big!• statesmanship, to the foresight of Hia Excellency in the government of this 
country. We in Behar associata onrselvea with everything which l1aa fallen from the previous 
speakers in regard to this point, but we in Behar have particular reaso!'l to be gr .. teful to His 
Excellency Lord Hardin~ for the inestimable boon which be hu conferred, upon us. • The 
constitution of ·Behar and Orissa into a eparate province ia the olf•priog of the policy of 
conciliatio!' adopted by His Excellency in the adminiatration of thio oonntry ( hear, hear } 

Mr. Syed 
Mahomed 

IsmaiL 

. it is calculated to promote the growth of prosperity and' contentment of. our people ; and we 
have further reason to be grateful to His Exeellency for listening with aympathetio attention 
to the prayers which we have put before him in order to make our .. province a self-contained 
prorince. You can well imagine, therefore, the feelings of horror witl1 wliich we received 

the news of the attempt on the life of Hia Excellency. I mlly add that no Viceroy in thio 
cou~try has endeared himself to the people of Behar in the manner that Lord Hardinge baa 
do~e and we can only ~xp ..... our doop sympathy to His ExeellenCJ and Lad1 Hardinge in 
this, their hour of distress. Gentlemen, I support the resolution. ' 

. ' . •. ' •· . . . ' 

Ma; SYBn MAHOHBD Is HAIL ( Behar ):-Mr. President and Brother Delegata :-
After the 'burning eloquence of our veteran leader Babu Surend.,;natb Banerji yon will not 
expect me to make any speech. Besides I don't happen to possesa the ~ratory of the previoua 
speakers wh~ spoke on this resolntio~. However on behalf of the people of Behar and on 
behalf of the M:ahomedan community, I fully endor•e the feelings and sentiment& expres•ed 
in the resolution ~hich bOB been prop~sed by my learned friend .Babu Surendranath, Banerji 
and which has been placed before you. With th..., few wordo, I have the honour to anpport 

. " ' . the resolution. 

The President then put the . propoaition to the vote with the addition of the words 
•· the a~tion " after the words "the confidence" and it wu carried Unanimoualy. 

Ma. D. E. WACHA (Bombay) :-The President must be authorised 'to oend thio 
Mr. D. E. I ( . f , 

Wacha. te egram at ?nee. cnea o "yea,' "yea"). 

TaR HoN'BLB lin.· MA.ZHARUL HAQUR :-Brother delegates, we on ·behalf of the 
, Reception Committee had sent a wire to the Privote Secretary to His Excellency showing 

.MHoMn blhe ~ our detestation of thia horrible deed and 'expressing our sympathy with the Viceroy. I think r. az ar . . . 
u1 Haque. 1t 1s only r1ght and proper that I should read the reply received from His Excellency'• Private 

Secretary. It runs thll8 :-"Many thanks for the message of sympathy and indignation 
from the Reception Committee. It shall be shown to His Excellency 81 soon 81 be recorers 
from his wounds." 
' < 

H 
'bl . THE HoN'BLB Mr. D. A. KRAIIII (Bombay) then read the namea of the membero of the 

on e S b" ts C . . D. A. Khare. u Jec omm•ttefo appomted by the delegates of the various provinces. · , . 
The following is the list of members :~ . 

Members or the SubJects' eommlttee,. 

(1) Mr. V. Madahjit. 
(2) Mr. Mehaoi. 

BURMA •. 

MADRAS, 

Ea:-Ojficio. 
1. Hon'ble Nawab Syed Mohamod Bahadur (1<Iudras.) 
2. Hoo'ble Mr. N. Subba Roo (Rnjhomundry). . 

' ' 
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:S. Mr. C. P. Ramoswami Aiyar (Madr~). 
4. 

. Ji. 
J.fr, V, V. Jogiah (Berhampore, Gnnjnm). 
Mr. S. Venkatanarsimha-Aiyer (Kurnool) • 

G. Mr. A. P. Patro (Barhampore, Ganjam). 
· 7. Mr. S. S. Krishna Aiynr (Veliore). 

Elected. II , 

1. Mr. S. Somasun'dara Pillai (M~dras). 
2. ., G. C. Logantham Modaliar (Madr~s). 
8.. , A .. Doraswami Aiyar (Madras). 
4. Hon'ble Mr. C. Venkat Narsimha Aiyer (Vizagapatam). 
6. Mr. S. Harahara Aiyar (Madras). 

6. " C. Samb~murthi Rao (Ellore ), • 
7. ,. D. V. Prakasa Rao (Coconada). 
8. , L. Subba Rao (Coconada); . ' . ' . 

I 
~ ., N. Srinivasa ~aghavacllariar (Chittoor), 
10. , G. K. Harikan (Guntakul). ~ .. 
11. ,. N. Rama Clrander .Rao (Nello~e}, 
12. " Mangala Vljdikar (Madras), 

BENGAL, 

'' 

Members ol the all India eongreaa eommlttee. 
1. Mr. Snrendra N nth Banerjee, 
2. , Mr. Blmpendra N nth Basu. 
S •. Mr. Baikuntha Natb Sen. 
4. Dr. Nilratna Sircnr. 
li. Mr. Ambica Ch. Mnzumdar. 
6. Principal Herambo Chandra Maitra. 

7 Mr. Krishna Kumar Mitra . •• 
8.. Mr. Sntyanand Bose. 
9. Mr. Prithwis Chandra Roy;· 

.10. Mr. Pramatha Natb Banerjea. 
erd)nary lllembera.· 

1. Rai Bahadur Dabendra Cbandra Ghose (Calcutta.) 

2. Mr. Surendrapatb Mullick , 
S. , D. C. Gbosb, ., ,. 
4. , Lalit 'M.oban Das ,. 
6. ., · Sasanka Jiban Roy , 
6, ., Mathuranatb Maitra (Faridpnr) 
7. , Krisbna Dass Roy • ,. \ 

•8. , Sacbindra Prosnd Bose (Jessore) 
9, ., Abinasb Chandra Sen(Dinajpur),'· 

· '10. ,. Amulyadeva Patbak ,. 
11. , Barendra Chandra Sasmal (Midnapur ). 

12. ., Girischandra Das (Dacca). 
18. ,. Ramani Mohan Dass (Sylhat). 
14. Kaviraj Raj Moban Roy (Khoolua), 
15. Mr. Surendra Natb Maitra (Rajsltabi). 
16. ,. Monomoban Neogi (Mymensingh),' 

17, , Snrjnkumar Shome ., 
18. ,. Sitanath Adhikari (Pabna). 
19. , Janada Govinda Chakerburty (Pubna). 

· .20. ·" Kisori l:lohan Ray (Rungpur). ' · 
, BoMBAY.· 

\ 1. Mr. D. E, Wacha: 
1.2. Tbe Hon'ble Mr. G. K. Parekh • 

. 8, Mr. D. A. Khare. 
4, ,, Ramanbhai M. Nilkanth. 
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51 Mr, D. G, Dalri. 
6, ,, Devdhar, -

1, , Vaze. 
8. Hon'ble ?rir. Gokhale • 

. 9. Mf, Blutjekor. 
Rao Viahundasa. 10: Hon. Mr. Horchnnd 

• PUNJAB. 

1. , La Ia }'a jput Rai. 
2. Mr. •Harkishun Lall, 
3. , Pandit Ramblmj -Dutt Chondhry. 

4. Mr. Rajpal. 
5 Mr. Fakirchand. 

. ' 
CENTRAL PROVINCES, 

• 
1. V. -M. Jakatdar, Bhandara. 

,. .. 
BEHAR. 

l_. · The Hon. 'Maharaja Kumar Tekari; 
'> ,, Mr.- Han ne. -· , -~ 

·s~ ., " Mr. Sinha. 
4. ,.. , · ' Babu · Brajkishore P.rilaad. 
5. - Mr. Parmeshwar Lall. 
6. · Mr. Y nuns, 
7. Babn Mahesh war· Prasad. · 
8 .. , Bh~wani Sal•ay. 
9. ., Srikrishna Sabay. 
10. ,; _ Knar Nandan Sahay. 
11 Pt. BhnYaneshwar MiBSir, 
12. B. Girwardhar: . 
13. B. Sri Krishna Singh. 
14. B. Jugeahwar Prasad Singh. 
15. Hon'ble Babu Dwarkanath. · v ' 

16. B. Raahbehari Mandai. 
17. Dr. Ram Kali Gupta. 
18. B. Ram Prasad. ' 19. Hon'ble Babu Bishnn Prasad. 
2{), B. Kedarnath, 
21. B. Ganesb Dntt Singh. 
22. Mr. _ R. P._ Singh. 

' 23. Hon. B. Krishna 'Sabay. 
24. Syed Mohamad Ismail (Patna.) 
25. B. Sant Prasad. 

· 26. B. Mangal Charan. 
27.. B. Raghnbir Sara1i. 

UNITED PROVINCES •. 

!. S. Mushran Esq (Allahabad). ' • 
2. · Babu Narainprasad Astbaoa (Agra), 
S. Dr. Ranjit Singh (Allahabad), 
4. Hon'ble Rai Gokhnl Prasad (Allahabad), 
6. · Babu Chhail Beharilal (Sitapur). 
6. · Hon'ble Babu Mahadevil Prasad (Benares). 
7, Babu Raghnnandan 'Prasad (Basti). 
8. N. C. Kakkar E"'l (Barially). 
9, Babn Gawri Shanker Prasad (Benarea), 
10. Rai Brijnandan Prasod Gurtu (Allahabad). 
11. Pt. Beharilal N e~ru (Rai Barelli). 
12, Babn Munnilal (Hardoi). 
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18, Thakur Mahadeva Singh (Fyzabad). 
U. P. Benimadho (Unao). 
16. P. Su\-ajnarain Dikshit of Kheri. '. 
The President :'-The subjects' committee will meet at 6 p,m. It is now half past fi'le.. 

The Congniss will meet to-morrow at 12 noon. · 
I .• 

The Congress was then adJ'ourned to 12 noon, the 27th, t· . 
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SECOND DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 
' 

The Congress reassembled on Friday, the 27th December 1912 at 12 noon., 

The President :-Brother Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, we shall begin our 

proceedings to-day 'With the recital of a poem composed by Mr. Ismail in regard to the Hindu-
. . . 

and Mahomedan unity (Heart hear). 

Mn. IsMAIL then ;.,cited a poem in Hindustani with a few introductory remarks in the 

same language. l'he following is a ,translation of his speech and the poem :-

Mn. PnEBIDEN,T, LADIEs, AND GENTLBHBN, 

I am neither a.; orator nor a great politician, I do pot take my stand here to display 
the fiight of my wit and to entertain you with questions' of the day which are exercising 
the public mind of the country; I leave these, to be done full justice to, by the distinguished 

, leaders who are arrayed here on this panda!. My sole purpose is to give vent to the pent,.up 
feelings that ere aching my heart at the sight of the wretched condition of my coootry. 
The discord between the Hindus and the Mohamedans, that crops up ever and anon is 

. .doing · an incalculable mischief . and occasioning unspeakable loas to the country, Our 
Con&reas baa been championing the cause of both. But the Mohamedans have stood aloof 
up till now by which the aims and objects . of the Congress have not been furthered as they 

.ahould have been. Hence by my feeble voice I have tried to rouse them np through the medium 
of this sho!1 poem thinking that the effect . produced by verse is naturally greater than that 
by proso. Pray to • God Almightly that my services to the cause of the prosperity of India may 
.be acceptable to Him ! · · ' 

ConPLBT, 

Hafiz, your duty is to pray and nothing more, 
Don't pauso to reflect whether any one listens to you ~r not. 

1.. "0, rosy colour~d cup bearer, fill up the cup of joy, 
So that I may display the flight of my lofty thought. . 

2. The C~ngressmeo are assembled here in all pomp and splendour, 
The. sight of whose loftiness is an object of envy to heaven itseiL 

3. Every one of them is Bagrat (an Athenian aage) of !;is time, 
Such as the Grecians may wonder at. 

4. They ere the Badulehshao (best type of) rubies of the mines of Iodu. ; 
They are. renowned tllfonghout Europe and America, , • 

li. They are the well-wishers of the nation and the country, 
They are neither de&rous of pomp nor of grandeur. 

6. Their only aim is that the nation may prosper, 

This country m~y be respected throughout the four ·corners of the world, 

7. It is long since that this nation is lying in ~ pit. 
The heartfelt desire now is that its wretchedness may be removed. · 

8. All the leaders of this nation who a~e present here, 
Cannot be su~ciently eulogised by me . 

.9. These are' the personages who have dedicated their lives 
• And their wealth to the cause of the nation. . 

10. 

11. 

• • 
They. are so much engrossed in the service of their country .and nation, 
That they ha1•e neither rest nor comfort. 

They ha1•e bid ggodbye to theil bodily comforts as well, 

They are in meditation· day and night that the conditions of tha country msy 
change. · . " · 

'12 T · 
1 

· · · he Congress in the outcome of th8t!e very things 
That it may place before the Government its wau:s. 

The aims and object~ of this assembly are such, 
That the treasures of both the worlds may verily be obtained, 

13. 
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'14. In India whether one be a 'Hindu, a Muslem or a Christian 
• • 

It _ts the ·advocate of the rights and privileges_ of every one of these, with love. 

15. ·When the aims and objects of it be such, 

It is lamentable if any of the creeds ~~ this country be aloof ft·om it. 
' -

16. . The two co'!'munities of Hindus and-M:alunnedans that exist here.' 
Should have done well if they had joined it gladly. 

17 •. There ought to have been love between them lik~ tirothers, 
Their strength would have increased by their being of one heart. 

18. Both of them being friends with eaclt other in every thing, 
_ Should have placed their needs before the Government. 

19. It was impossible for the Government not to listen to ·them • 
It was imp_o~sible that the door of acceptance might not have been thrown open . 

.20. In place of it here, there are enmity and discord, 
Somewhere is the question o( polluting touch 

- disputes. 
nud somewhere the cowkil!ing 

- ' • 
21, These .are the results of ignorance and the outcome of foolishness, 

·'It is the irony of fate and our own misfortune, ,, 
' 22. · We instead ,of doing good to the nation and the country, 

Bring forth every day a fresh calamity over it. 

2~. We don't pet'Ceive with our defective eyesights, 
Whether the strength of the country increases or decreases. 

24. Just•see, 0 followers of the founder of Islam_, 

Don't disgrtrce India with ~out· own !JRnds" 

25. You are also no~ the plants of India, : · 

26. 

'.27. 

28. 

.29. 

Try that the greemtess -of its garden may sm·pass that of any other 'garden •. 

For many cellturies-she•eated yo~ on Iter eyes (held yon very dear), 
She entertained yon with an open heart. • 

She herself became a maid servant and fuade yoti her own master, . ' ' 
• She served you for ag•.s witho11t any -recompenfe. . ' 

Though ym1 were strangers she made yo11 her , own, 
Sire made a gift of all the wealth she possessed. 

-She wresting . the Government. of the country, boo;, her own kith and kin, made it 
~ - ·~ i - ;,._ ·: ~ • ' '. • • . . ... l • ' 

over to yon, · · -
Yon ,must repay it if yo11 have an iota of shame. 

30. ,Just see, Osons of India, be you a Hindu or a Mnhomedan, 
1 

· 

Such things may not be done tltat the condition of I,{dia may become worse. 

.31 •. What mean' 'thiS. daily discord btttl~e~n tbe t,;.o - brotiters, 
Giv~ np cow~killi11g and pronoun~e a curse ,;pon the polluting ~otich. · 

• 32. - Take the path .of the wished fo~· goal riding nlll'cast of each other, 

' Regain the lost treasures by joint efforts. 

SS. · Just reflect; the sons of wl;ich fathers Lo.th of yo;t are, . • 
-(They were those) ~ho acquired fame in ill'ery country and every nation. 

' - . 

~4. The pages of history will testify to it, • , 
· Either jon s~e the history oflndia or history of Arabia. 

' . . -
S5, · Both of them had shaken the four .corners ol tlte world, 

It ~as \their fame a!o1\e extended from east to wes~. 

86. Snob · was the progress made by your forefathers, 
t And you are such "' are beset on all sides with a<h·ersity. 

~7. Yon have got'niethcr wealth, nor honour nor authority, 
' You don't know at all what are arts and industry, 
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38. 

39. 
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41. 
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Yon have fallen down from the sky of loftiness, 

Don't 1on percieve at all your ignominy. 

However, let bygones be bygones, but for ~o~'s sake, 
E>·en now rise to the occasion so that your cond1tlon may change. 

Disunion is a bad thing, giv.i it up, · . 
In whatever way it may be possible mutual love and good will must prevail. 

The Hindus should cooperate with Muslims and vice versa, 

Both should join hands together in every undertaking. 

If this be accomplisl1ed, I swear by God, that in a few days, 

yon may regain . all your lost treasures. 

Everywhe~ there will be your exaltation alone, 

India will acquire fame anew in the world. 

Whatever you wi~l ask from the Government jointly, 

Believe me that all your needs will be satisfied. 

Yon may even get selr-goveroment of India, 
And rejoice under the aegis is 'of the (Britisl1) Government. 

O,'Nat'q, hOw long will yon give .vent to your pent np feeling&, 

Now pray that 0' Almighty Father, 

As a charity of your Godliness make this country now, 
The envy of the garden of paradise on the face of the earth. 

48. God grant the resident& of this soil an inclination, 

That they may seue th~ir country in unison, 

. 49; Every art and science may so flourish, 
And industry may so shine forth in all directions, 

.50. By the sight of which every co_untry ·~ay be dnmb-fonndsd, 
.It may be on the lips of every one, "See the hand of God I 

51. What it waa yesterday and what it baa become today,· 
,Ho,; in a twinkling of the eyes the fortune of India has changsd. 

52. Only yesterday ;he was lying low, but today she, , 

baa reachsd the Zenith 

This is the resnlt of the Congress and the bounty of God, 
1 

· Telegram• .or Sympathy. 

The President :-Gentlemen, we have received · several letters of congratulation, First 

and foremost of all we have received one from our-greatest leader, the veteran Statesman and 

Benefactor of the country Mr. Dadhabai Nowroji (cheers) "Many sincere thanks to Behar 

• for the very kind invitation to Bankipore Congress. Very sorry connot attend. Best 

wishes for success"_. 

We have another telegram from Mr. Andinarayana lyah ~f Madrss. Mr. Jinnah baa 

also telegraphed his inability to attend and wishing yon succesa. There is a telegram from 
Dhnlia Kandesh Provincial·' Congresa' Cpmmittee, wishing all success to the Congress and 

expressilJg inability on the part of any of the Kha'ndesh Delegates to attend on account of 
peculiar circumstances. Then there is one from Pandit Sundara La!, and another telegram 

from the Hon'ble.Mr. B. N. Sarma; There is a telegram from our (riend Mr. Govindaraghava 
lyer. Then· there is 'a telegram from the Hon'ble Mr. V. K. ltamanlija Chariar. .A · 

. similar telegram "sudden unavoidable causes preventing attendance ; wish you success" from 
the Hon'ble Mr. Hafix Abdnr Rahim. Mr. Parthasarathy · Naidn of Madras is known to yon 

very well. He also wishes " success to the Cungresa''. Then there ia our friend Raj 
Prithvipas of Siodh ; he also says " feeling feverish, excuse unavoidable inabilitv to attend ; 
wi•h. CongreBB all succesa". Then Mr. Satis Chancier Bannerji baa also expresse,. similar 
sentiments. Mr. Kis.hori Mohun Chondri also expresses regret at inability to attend and 
wishes greatest success. There is another from Mr; Ambilal Desai. These are the telegram& • 
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we have received and we are glad that our friends in the country who are unable to attend 
have wished success to the Congress. . 

·'• -
I now cap upon the H~n'ble Babu Bupendra Nath Basu to move the resolution. 

Death of ' Mr. a; 4!1. Hume. 

TaB HoN'BLB BABU. BanPBNDRA NATB BAsn (CALCUTTA):-Mr. President, Brother dele
gates, Ladies and gentlemen, I have the honour to be called upo~ to move a resolution 
I which must find an echo in every heart present here to-day-; for it is a resolution to 

record onr sense of the loss at the death of Mr. · Allan Octavian Hnme and our appreciation of 
the great services which he has rendered to our country. The resolution runs as f~llows :-

"(a) This Congress places on record its sense of profound sorrow for the death of 
Mr. Allan Octavian Hume C. B., the father and founder of the Indian National Congress, for 
whose life-long services rendered at rare self-sacrifice India feels deep and lasting gratitude, and 
in whose death the cause of Indian progress and reform has sustained an irreparable loss." 

.Gentlemen, strange though it ~ay seem, tire fact remains that young Englishmen who 
oome out to this country to adminster the affairs of our cotmtry somehow or other are not 

often permeated by that deep sympathy for the people which may be expected of them. Whether 
it be the pride of power, '!l'hether it be the pride of race, whether it be the natural differences 
that exist between the rulers p.nd the ruled, whether it be the antagonism of colour or of creed, 
the fact remains and it is a matter of deep regret that it should be so. But a fe~ there 'are, . 

. a few there have been, a few only, who have not allowed these considerations to which I have 

· very briefly alluded to stand in the way of their dealing with the people of this country. Of the 
type of men of thit class, that illustrious statesman who is to-day at the head of affairs in 
India and on whose life a cowardly attempt was only made the othe;r day is the best and the 
most pre-eminent example. It is because he has disregarded the barriers which ceremony and 

.circumstances have placed around him ; it is because ·he disregarded what is of ·much greater 

force, viz., those: subtle entangiements which social customs impose npod the ruling community. 
in India, it is because he went outside them and it-. is because he knew .and appreciated .thai; 
his duty was to serve the people whom he had come out to rule, that, to-day, in the hour of 

, his danger, there. had been a universal prayer from one end of India to the other for his 

speedy recovery and a deep and indigna¥t sense of horror and detestation at the dastardly 
crime that has been committed. Gentlemen, there have been others also who have cherished 
the same feelings towards us as our Viceroy to-day. Of these others,· Mr.' Allan Octavian 
Home (cheers) has been one of the noblest and the best types. He inherited from his great 

. father the high and noble principles of liberalism. He 'came out to this country animated 
with the sole desire of giving his .best to the people among whom he came ; and he throughout 

his long and strenuous life,-a life which for us happily,w~s;longer than of ordinary · duration
throughout his long strenuous life he tried earnestly and sincerely to. carry out the great 
principles among ;hich he was born ·and brought up. Gentlemen, I shall not refer lon this. 

occasion and from this platform to the earlier services ofMr. Hume to us and to our country .• 
Those of ns who have read, and who are here who have not read ?-of the. thrilling story 

• of the dark days :of 1857 will remember with gratitude and pleasure the part he 
played in the saving of his. favourite district of · Eta wah. Which of ns _ will not re-:· 

· member with gratitude that after thGse 'dark days .were over, when with the natural 
sequence of the great tension being removed_ for the moment, repressive legislation was. 

anticipated and feared, he stood out against the operation of these repressive laws i• his own 
district (cheers) and; saved the people a. great amount of misery (cheers) and tr?nble. Well, such 
is the man in whose honour, to whose memory, we are now pa7,ing a tribute. These things 
which no doubt are of great moment as shewing the real character of the man in Mr. Home

things like these his subsequent brilliant official career in which he rose step by step nearly to 

the highest ladder, the fea~ure in his official career which always showed a deep and earnest. 
appreciation of the prob)ems of· administration in India, these are features no doubt 'which 

his biographer in future will dwell ·upon ; but to us men of the Congress, to ns the people of 
India, •ll these pale into i!,lsignificance when we pass on to another feature in his life, · 
to another feature, to another trait which to-day has shown · us the path 

.of salvation. Gentlemen, the controvers;y has been raised-where is the man round whom 

Mr. B. N. 
Bose, 

' 
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controversy will not gather in this little world of ours ?-the cont':'versy h_as been raised 
as to the persons from whom emanated this great ideal of the Indtan N attonal Congress. 
There have been claimants here and there, the annual assemblage of the Theosophical society, 
the Bengal National Conference which met in 1888-these and ofners may have ~een .the pre
cursors ot the great movQment in whi<:_h we are gathered to-day. But Gentlemen, there 
have been -there may have been-the unseen influences of the coming future in the atmos
phere 0 ; the early eighties, the future being the huge struggl~ in which . · the whole 
India was engaged during the troubled ~hues of the Dbart BtlL These and others, 
the contempt and contumely to which all Indian races were unfortunately 
exposed, the common grillvances, the common ideas, the common aspirationa,-theee were 
probably sending their unseen influences through the waves of the atmosphere from 
the Himalayas to Cape Camorin ; but to Mr. Hume alone ' belongs the glory, to him the credit 
of conceiving the great idea of gathering the raCes of India, her dillerent nationalities, her 
different communities, into one great temple, the temple wherein they were to worship their 
mother in simplicity of mind and in puri~y of heart. To him balonga ·the glory, to 
hlm the credit. My friend the chairman of the Reception Committee referred in most eloquent 
terms to the great past of Magadha. The Viceroy in his notable speech the other day which· 
was intended to be delivered at Deihl referred to the glori.S of Yndishtra. Th~e were 
indeed in India great Empires in the past; the house of Raghu reigned for a considerable 
number Of years over Northern India and its most. illustrious repreeentative Ramachandra 
(cheers) performed a sacrificial "ceremony the effects of which were felt all over India. Him 
followed the powerful! clan of the Kurus, and Yudishtre whose seat of Empire is again 
sought to be revived also performed the. sacrifice. He was followed · at a long disttnce by 
the Royal House of Magadha. The pillars of Asoka in the aandy . plains of Central Asia 
and on the fertile banks of , Indian rivers still ·testify to a great and mighty rule, the centre 
of which was in this humble city of ours. But where has been the aovereign in the past, 

' whether belonging to ti!e ·Solar or the Lunar race, whether, belonging to the Hindu or 
Buddhist period, who conceived the idea of binding the Indian nationalities, the Indian King~ 
doms, the Indian peoples of the South and the North, the Dravidian aud the Aryan, into 
one organic whole, into one common nation, having the aame ideals, the aame aspirations, the 
same hopes and swayed by the same fears. There was indeed one who conceived that noble ideal, • 
one whom all India, Hindu and Mo•lem alike, respoot and whose memory is alike cherished with 
feelings of gratitude by all the communities iu India. Akbar came ; but he came much too early 
for the realisation of his great dream of a united India and a United Iodian nationality. Well, 
Hindus came and Buddhists and Mussalmans came and they went; but they were followed 
by an · humble English official whose heart was . in the work add who dared to 
~nccive and carry out ·what great. Emperors aud E~pirea in the past had failed to do. He' 
.:onceived the great idea of binding togethllll the different peoples and nationalities and com
munities and preeds of India into one common nation. That is the title of Allan Octa
viau Hume to our gratitude and our reverence, ' He saw that India had ·lost much indeed 
and Hindus and Mussalmans had lost much of their ancient glory, · and of their ancient 
prestige, much of what ·was high in their ancient religions, in their ancient traditions, in their 
ideals. But he realised ,what is a common fact that at! may be lost, but the title deeds ·of 
:humanity are never lost (cheers),. that if we h~ve got the perseverance, the patience, the 
-energy and the tact, if W!l have got tha devotion-those title deeds may be recovered and 
may be restored to prove that '!hatever may be our differences, whatever may be the external 
surroundill'gs which divijle us, they may-and God ll(illing they must-disappear 
(Cheers). That is Mr.· Allsn Octavian Hume. I speak as one who knew 
him. not by repntatinn qnly, for, ·gentlemen, I was associated from my early 
days in the ·work of · the · Congress with Mr. Hume and I knew what h& 
did. Who . do yon think had the powe~ in the early days of the eighties, to bring together 
men nnknown to each. other from Bombay, from Madras, from the Punjab, from Bengsl 
from the United Provinces 1 Who ,of all the men that were then in India could show to 
them that the only way of.making their influence felt, tho only way of achieving what he a~d 
they felb was absolutely necessary· for the salvation of the country, was to combine 1 It was 
Mr. Al~an Hu~. Of these, around these there can be, there has, never been ~ny · controversy, · 
and thts resolution that 1i am entrusted with ia to expres our aorrow at his loss, There are 
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,. few here whom I see on this platform and some probably in the seats of the delegates who 
have known Mr. Allan Hume personally ; but there are many others here to-day who .MBo~~~· 
did not know him and I• hope I shall be pardoned by the President of our assembly · to-day 
if I 'trespass the limits of the time allowed to me by refering to a few personal reminiscenc.,;. 
e{. this great and good man, reminiscences which ar~ only as if of yesterday, reminiscences 
which tell you of the kind of man that Mr. Hume was. In 1911, I was commissioned by my 
friends !n Bengal to proceed to 'England in ~uticipation of the Royal vi• it to . agitate for the 

·.reconsideration of the question of the partition oi Bengal. Mr. Allan Hnme was then in his 
·eighty fifth year. He was suffering from very very, bad health. For neady 20 years he 
.and 1 had not met ;' bnt he travelled all the way ft·om his home to meet me in London. In 
the Committee room of the British Committee of the Congress he had caused to be assembled 
a large and distinguished gathet•ing of memb6rs of Pllrliarnent. ! 1vent there unknown 
to them. · There after 20 years I saw Mr. Hunie a~d · 1vith the impulse and 

1
the instinct 

-of an Oriental I bowed my head to 'the ground and took the dust· of his feet (cheers). Well I 
saw tears rolling down his cheeks; be stretched his arms forward and embraced me on his bosom. 
Even no.!' I feel that warm llreath on my forehead and I feel the warm touch on my breast, 
.and the members of the House of Commons who had not witnessed a scene like that stood 
.surprised and moved at the bond of affection and reverence that . bound· me and Mr. Allan 
Hume. )V ell time passes and time presses to-day. I will not g? into gt·eater details. When I 
was corning away, I went to pay iny last respects to him at his house in N orwicb. 

1
1'here also· 

in th'! gathering gloom of the evening as I bade him good-bye I knew that we had no reasonable 
·expectation .. of meeting on this side of life. I ,bade him· good-bye in the simple 
style of an Indian and I asked for his b!essing. He said '"Dhupendl"B Nath, who am I and what,. 
that I can give yon a blessing? "All that I can do is to ask Him· who sees all hearts to 
"give yon His blessi11g and not mine. I am old; you also are getting old. We may never 
.. , meet" ; and he said "Dhupendranath good-bye. If for ever, then for " e~er ·• Those are the 
last words ' that I beard from Mt·. Hume before I "left England. Gentlemen, I shall not 
detain you longer for we, who have been brought up nnP.er his feet, know so much of him that 
I could go ·on much longer if I had the time and the opportunity; but that need not concern 
J'OU at the present moment. · What I say is that we have met here to-day to pass a l'OSolution 
¥ record our sense of sorrow and of loss. ' Is that to be the only thing that we shall all do on 
.this occasion? Is it enough; I ask you Brother delegates, to express onr sense ·of sorrow and 
-of· loss? We Hindus do not beii~ve in death. Life to ns is only but a temporary stage, a very 
temporary stage indeed in all etsrnity .. I believe and I am quite sure the many eager faces that 
turn towards me do believe that to-day, now, at this mnment from those regions to which Mr. 
Hume lias gone he is watching over us, he is inspiring our deliberations. I feel his persona] 
presence in this tabernacle of . the country (cheers). May I ask in his presence, may 1. ask 
ln this Holy of Holies of our coimtry, may I ask at this holy spot sanctified by th• memories of 
a thousan·d yea~s, may I ask that the great blessings which Mr. Allan Hume sought to teach 
us, the great wot·k which he began should be cantim;ted and completed. ·I appeal to my Hindu 
bretbern to rise above tite barriers of caste, of communities and of creeds, to forget in the pre- • 
~,nee of 0: brighter dawn the blinding mists of those sharp divisions which have retarded our 
,Progress in the past? May I ask them to forge~ aU these., to purify themselves in the light of 
the coming day to render themselves worthy of t)te fnture that is before them? I know being a 
Hindu myself, I feel t)lat it is a task of no easy accolmt to the Hindus; but whether easy or 

• difficult and all the greater reason if it is difficult the task must be accomplished; otherwise we 
are not fit to meet here to-day, not fit to take the name of Allan Octa1•ian Hume, not • fit to 
recored . a resolution of loss and of srrow. ·But if there is even a lingering doubt in my mind 
when I appeal,to members of my own community, I feel no sort of doubt or hesitation when I 

.appeal to my Musalman brethren, ·who I am assured have gathered 'in large numbers in this 
hall to-day. For let them remember that .on the plains of Arabia their great Prophet whom we 
honour as much as they do (cheers), their great Prophet taught the great lesson of equality 
.amongst men.Let them remember that his mission is a mission which they ought to carry ant 
in. India on the fertile soil of India. Let them remember that they are missionaries in a great 
'and noble cause. Let them remember that in the evolution of time what is equality within the 
.creed m\ISt be stretched, must be extended to equality outside the creed (Hear, hear). If they 
-do remember the lesson of their great Prophet, if they convert themselves into missionaries of 
.his creed, we shall be content to follow humbly. We shall be content ~o see that the great 
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Mr. B. N. work whiclt Mr. Hume inaugurated has been compl~ted by them, my Musalman brethrell' 
in India (cheers) Let them realise wh~t Akbar dreamed, and then wlmt no memorials, what 
no stDne or bronze may accomplish, what nothing material may. acl1ieve, they and we shaiP 

)1ave raised a memorial tu lllr. Hume which he will appreciate !rom where l1e · now• is and' 
t11en only shall we succeed in· placing his nnme in the highest pantheon of our mother-land. 
With tJ1ese few words, gentlemen, I conm1end the resolution to your acc~ptance (Lond Cheers) 

Bose. 

Mr. M. 
Nehru. · 

· ~ friend the President reminds me that I have not read the second part of the resolu

tion to )'<>It; with his leave and yours I will read it. 

"(a) The President be requested to cable this resolution to Sir William Wedderburn 
Baronet, Chairman of the British Commitee of the Indian National Congress, with the request 
that )1e may eomey to Mrs. Ross Scott, Mr.. Hume's daughter, the sympatl1y of the Con-

gress in her great bereavement." . 

. TBB: HoNn'LB Mn. PANDIT MoTI LAL Nsunu (Alahabad):-

Mr. President, brother delegates ladies and gentlemen: I beg to second the propo-· 

sition which bas just bl¥!n so ably moved by. the Hon'ble Babo Bhupendra Nath Dasu. 
Gentlemen, there are few Indians o£ any education who are not . very familiar with the life 
work of lllr. Hume ; and specially after the. long .and eloquent and interesting address 

• .which has been made by the learned mover of this motion, it is not necessary for me to 
say many words to commend the resolution to your unanimous acceptance. Bot gantlemen. 
it is in the fitness of things that the United Provinces where Mr. Home spent the greater 
portion of his life in India should on this occasion offer their humble tribnta to the memory 
of the illustrioUs dead ; and it is for this reason that I stand before yon to .• say few words. 
Few and incoherent my words may be r but I can assure yon that the feeling which prompts 

them is as deep, it is as genuine as the feeling which found expression in the eloquent speech 
ot my. learned predecessor. Gentlemen, there is one feature of Mr. Home's life which, in· 
my humbe judgment, stands tout as prominently as any other. Yon all know-nd the 
learned mover has referred to ii--that Mr. Hume found himself in some dark comers in , 
the dark days of 1857. He was a witness to the many atrocities at which even to this day 
the minds of tl1e Indians as well as Englishmen recoil with "orror. Gentlemen there are
some Englishmen even now who cannot contemplate with equanimity the events of that . 
period. The expiring year of· grsce 1912 ha8 . witnessed an unseemly spectacle of a high 
cfficial r.ferring to these unfortunate incidents in · '! spirit of retaliation. On the occasion. 
of tl1e recent outrage on the life of our beloved Viceroy a high official asked ns to re
member what happened fifty years ago.. Now, gentlemen, I leave that high official to himself 
to reconsider the fitness ·and the.good taste of this reference. But I ask yon here to. 

contrast that with the attitude, the conduct and the whole life work of Mr. Home (Hear, hear) 
He himself passed through the stress and storm ol those eventful days but his broad mind, his 

cool head and his generons heart found no place for retaliation or retribution. Sagaciously he 
spotte<\ the evil and courageously he stroze to pui it down and to ameliorate. Gentlemen, the
evil was the ignorance of the masses and the remedy the uplifting of the masses. To this Mr. 
Hnme applied himself, whether he was in official harness or whether he was free from the
trammels of officialdom. He taught us how to acqnfre political privileges ; he taught ns how 
to fight bloodless battles of constitntional reform. He took us by the hand ; he ad~pted us. 
if I may say so, as his children, and he taught us the right way to take. Afte~ years of 
strenuous service during which he served his Government with loyalty and the people of this. 
country 'lvith affectionate sympathy, when he laid down the reins of office in the year 1884, 
he did not allow the grass to grow onder his feet, but soon after in the year 1885 he gave
birth to and founded this great organisation the result of which yon see here to-day. 
Then, gentlemen, they were the infant days of the Congress. He guided the frail bark of 
the Indian National Congress through the shoals of ·official opposition. We all remember. 
most of ~on at least da, the great speech of Lord Dulierin at St. Andrew's dinner and ym• 
all know the cmshiog reply which Mr. Home gave to that speech. In fact we are all indebted 
to that speeeh for the ciJ>ssical phrase "microscopic minority." Then, gentlemen, I still• 
·remember the day !n 1887 whim the Government of Sir Auckland Colvin had pledged itself in 
a manner to a crusade against the Congress,-how in April 1887 Mr. Home made a remarkable
speech in Allahabad, meeting all the objections and practically silencing all opposition. Thenr 
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gentlemen, you all know the work he did in active service, in active Congress service in India. 
itself for a .considerable · Dl\mber of · ye~rs · npto .1892; and. when failing health and 
advancing age compelleq him to seek ;est which he 110 well deserved and bad so well' earned 

' . 
and the time came to ;retire from India, even in his retirement.he-lost no occasion, no opportuni-
ty, no time, and he spared no time or ~oney in s~rving the cause ~f this country: What can be 
more touching, · gentlemen than the affectionate admonition he administered to' us from 
England in these words? , He said "I have no. fla~tering. message to conv~y, no o);ltimistic 
"views of the future to. propolllld ; nay, I c.annot honestly blame the Government for more
'! than a portion of the grievous disabilities under which you lie. I can, I feel, say little that 
"will please, 'lnucb, if I speak, asl must,_ frank.ly that will pain, and pain the ;very people I 
" have tried so hard, for so man;r years, to serve-the people that I have )oved, and de•pite
•• all their faults do still so dearly love", . Then- again gentlemen, what can equal the patho•. 
tho heartfelt desire of Mr. Hume in the very evening of his life ? This is what be said "l cannot 
"now hope as I did eighteen years ago, to witness and share in your success : but if before-

. I go he?ce, I could be sure that you were at last on the rlght path,.' at last in real earnest, 
at last determined (let the cost to each of you personally be what it may) that the just demandB
of India's people shall, prevail, 1 could pass away contended, not only sending to all who are 
true to their country's c~use as I now d~, my most earnest sympathy and blessing, but in the- • 
sure and certain hopes that in youi case at least, the triumph of the right could not mncb 
longer be deferred". Such, gentlemen, is the man in . whose memory this resolution is pro
posed. Well may we, our children and our cnildrens' children remember the name of Mr. 
Allan Hume through succeeding generations with gratitude and reverence, and well may we 
lay to heart the last words of advice . that he gave . us which are contained in these few worda. 
" Once more I s~y, the issnes are in your own hand-he united-be brave-be uuselfish, and ' . 
"no ·earthly power can long withhold from earnest single minded and persistent effort& 

. " the objects of y~ur honourable ·-ambition". With these- words, genfllemen, I second the 

'resolution. ·• 

The President :-Gentlemen, I call upon yod all to pass the resolution by standing· 

in yOllr places· in solemn silenc~. · ' · 

The ·proposition was put to the vote and carried una'limously, the whole audience

standing from their seats in solemn ;.;leqce. 

B.o.nu S!'nENnRANATB BANERJI :-l have been . asked by gentlemen to make an 
announcement in connection with Mr. Hume and it is this that Sir William .Wedderburn 
is engaged in writing the life of Ml": Hume and the proceeds of this work will be devoted to· 
the Congress work and the Congress funds. .(Cheer~). I am sure this work will ,be greatly 
appreciated by my countrymen .and will be read by every Indian. be heal Hindu pr a 

:Muhamedan (cheers). 

The Viceroy's Reply, c_ 
' , • . ·'> I 

. The President :-Gentlemen the resolution which you passed yesterday evening ex-
pr~ssing your horror and indignation at· the out~ag~' com,mitt~d upon . His Excellency the 
Viceroy and your sympathy with him and Lady Hardinge was ·telegraphed to His Excellency's 
'Private Seoretary ; and just now I have received. the following reply to that resolution of yours. 
f• His Excellency sends his warmest thanks to the ;Indian Natipnal. Congress for their kind 
"message of sympathy and for their expression of regard. He is progressing fa:ourably" 
(Loud and continue~ cheers). I now call upon the Hon'ble. Mr. Gokhale to move the third 

resolution. 

Indians In the eolonies. 

Tus: HoN'BLlll Mn. G.K. Giloli.BALIII ( Poona) who, on rising was received with lord 
Mr. G. K.. 

cheerning, said:- Gokhale. 
Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, .I beg to move the .following Resolution for 

your adoption,.;. 
(a) This Congress, anticipating the· forthcoming legislation·of the previsional settlement 

recently arrived at, cordially congratulates Mr. Gandhi and the ·Trausvaal Indian Community 
upon the repeal of the anti-Asiatic legislation of the Province regarding registration and 



( 54 } I 

Mr. G.IL 
Gokhale. 

· · t' nd expresses its high admiration of the ·intense patriotism, coura~te and self- 1 tmmtgra ton, a . . d Ch . t' have suffered 
aacrificlt with which they-Mahomedan and Hindu, Zoroastrian an rts tan- f 

ti. · · the interests of their countrymen during their peacef>Jl and selfless straggle or 
persecn on In . ~ . 
elementary civil rights against overwhelmtng odds. • r . • 

· · ' d f t' t time to secure · {~/ Whilst appreciating the endeavours thai h~ve been ma e rom ~~~ o • . 
the redrOSII of the grievances of the Indians of South Africa and other Brtttsh Colomes, thta 

C ' es that 1'n view 0(the avowed inability of His Majesty's Government to adopt ongresa urg , - . I' 
a firm and decisive attitude in this matter, the Government of India should take sue? reta ~ator;r 
measures as may be calcalated to protect Indian self-respect and the interests of lndtan restdenta 
in those parts of the empire, ana thus remove a grest source of discontent among the people 

of this country. · • • 
c( c) · This Congress furthsr protests against. the declarations of responsibl_e statesmen in 

favour of allowing the self-governing colonies in the British Empire to monbpolise vast unde
veloped territories for exclusive white settlements and deems it its. duty to . point out that . t.he 

olicy of ·shutting the do6r in these territories against, and denytng the rtghts of full Brtttsh 
!itizenahip, to all Asiatic subjects . of the British Crown, while , preaching and enforcing -the 
()pposite policy of the open door in Asia, is fraught with grave_ mischief to the empire and 
ia as unwise as it is unrighteous. · 

(d) Whilst thanking th~ Governme~t of India . for the prohibition of . the recruitment 
9f indentured indian·labour for South Africa, this Congress is strongly of opinion that in 
the highest national interests, the system of indentured labour is undesirable and should he. aboli

' abed, and respectfully urges the Government to prohibit the further recruitment of Indian labour 
under contraCt of indenture, whether for service at home or abroad." ,-

• • , I 

Ladies and , g:entlemen, This res~lntion is the eeme • as the on~ that this Congresa 
Adopted last year, aDd though it· covers the case of all the colonies and in additiol! makes aome 
recommendations about, the abolition of the system of ·indentured labour il! general I propose 
in my rema'rks to confine myself to the case,of South Africa; and I· hope that the speakers 
who will follow me will deal with the other 8spectS of the question. I ask you to iepcat the 
resclutions of last year this year . because the position in South Africa continues . t<Hiay 
to be what it was last yesr. This Resolution, I may state, Wasc drafted jointly .by Mr. Polak 
al!d myself, Mr. ,Polak supplying the standpoint· of the Indian community in South 
Afric:a. Yon· are aware that I have just returned .from- South Africa and while 
thsre my work was done entirely on the linea of · this ~.Jolution ; and I therefore 
submit this 'resolution for your · 1\QCeptance with· the utmost · confidence, Ladies and 
gentlemen, before I describe to ·yon the sitastion in South Africa as it is to-day,· I should 
like, in fact I deem it my duty, to correct one or two misapprehensions under which alfew frie~ds 

_and co-workers of mice appear to labour in connection with my work in South Africa. It is 
said that I have made, I have given certain assurances to thp Union Govsrn~ent and to the 
Europ~an com~unity of South Africa in• the name of India which I hsd no business to give. 
And it is further said that· Mr. Gandhi and myself ·have practically surrendered India's 

. rights. in the matter ()f immigration. Now, ladies and gentlemen, if there were even a particle 
of truth in either of thea~ two statements, I should not cease to regret my visit to South Africa 
till. my d'ying day. ..As a matter' of. fact; however, I sta~ at once, state, categorically, I · 
state with all the emphasis at tny 'command that there is not a word · of truth in these two 

. statements. '(Cheers). ' First as regards tho question of assurances, ·neither I nor Mr •• 
Gandhi nor anybody else has given any assurance to anybody in' South Africa; neither to the 
Government of South Africa nor to the E11ropean community of South Africa. Much less 
has anybody given any assurance in the name of India. For myself I took care on • every 
possible occasion to point out the capacity in which I wss working there; and the very first 
thing that I said to General Botha and the other Ministers, when I met them in an interview 
which tbey were pleased to grant me, was that I wss there ~ithout any official credentials from 
India and that I had n~t even been deputed by the people of India to go and help. my c~untry-

' me~ there. I w~s there stmply ands.olely as a private individual from India. invited by the 
lndt~n commumty of South Afrtca to go over and help them and my only purpose at that 
time was to represent the views and the grievances of the Indian community of South Africa 
to the authorities of South Africa. · There coald be, there were, no negotiations between the 
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lloer Government and myself .. There can be no negotiations between the Government of a ·• 

- _-gre~~ country ~nd a private .individual such as .I was. I had neither the authority no' the ~~J~~~: 
• position to enter mto any neg?tiat10ns wit\1 the South African Government. So fill" about the 
"'lueotion of assurances. 

' 
. . 

The!! it is said that Mr. Gandhi and myself ha~e. surrendered India's rights 1n ~e nd-
1er of Immigration. Let me assure You again, fellow-delegates, that there .-' in not 
.a particle, not ~ tittle, not an · iota of au;· right enjoyed bv- t11e- people 

· ·of, India, whether in theory or in practice that has bee d d._ 'tl b . . _ . . ' n snrren ere et ter y 
Mr. ?and~•· err. ~y ~1yself m anything that we have done (cheers). I will 'proceed to 

. -explam th1s pos1t10n. more clearly to you when I describe the passive resistance struggle 
<(lOnducted by Mr. Gandhi and the oliject with which it was conducted. Because the South 
African_ Government tried to take ·away, not from the Indians in South Afrioa, but from tho 
people of India here ta ~ight which they have all along enjoyed in them'Y, therefore, M1•• 

Gandhi and the 
1
brave band of. passive' resisters working with him underwent ali manner df 

auffering . a~d made all manner of sacrifices in order that· that- right should not be so taken 
.. way; and ultimately tliey succeeded in preyenting _that right from being so taken away from 

· the people' o_f India. But then it is said that in the ~rovisiooal settlement which l:Yir; 

Gandhi had .arrived at with Gene~al Smuts the principle of the free immigration of Indians 
into South Africa has been surrendered. I will eome to examine . that and when you -hear 
, what I have to say, I am sure you will aee that Mr. Gandhi has done no st;ch thing. - After 
.]OU hear the statement I have to make on this subject then it .will be for yon to judge 
between_ Mr. Gandhi and those who say he has. made any saclifi~e of any plinciple in · this· 
matter. What was the :eositioo, ladies and gentlemen, before t)1e passive resistance struggle 
vas started? At tl1e end of t_he Boer War, taking the Immig1•ation question only, the Immigr~>
tion law was the sameln Cape Colony an(i Natal for Etuopeaos and Indians alike.· That is, every
body could get in by passing an education· test. Now, of course; that was·on paper. In 

.aetna! practice .the l&w · was worked differen£!y ~or Europeans and Indians; but at any rate 

.in actual ·law, 'in nctlll}l theory, there was no difference -between Europeans and Indians 
In the Transvall the <Indians bad to r~gister themselves and'to pay tluee pounds for registr..: 
tion. There was no registration required on the part of .European. In the ()~a~ge Free· 
.States the Indiana were expressly prohibited by a statute from· entering that colony. That 
'll'a• in the time of the Boer Go.vernment and therefore t~t was the position at the end of 
.the. Boer war, Therefore, there was no tbe~retical equality for om; people in two of the 
Boer Provinces, leave alone p1·actical equality. We bad a sort of theoretical equality but no 

_practical equality in Cape Calony and Nat&!. Th~s was bad enough. But about five yem·s ago the 
Go~Jerrimeot of the Transvaal attempted to take· away from us such theoretical equality as we 
,possessed and imp~;. upon ns harsh and humiliating conditions, and two laws were passed 1!ne in 
1907 and one in 1908-and,'miod you, passed witli the-sanction and the assent of the Impel'ial 

. - ~ ~ ' . . . . 
·Government-laws which in the first place expressly prohibited us from entering·, the Transvaal 
.by name .as British Indians, and secondly which required all ·resident Indians to undergo 
registration and submit to;most degrading conditions ;n thU. registering themselves. These 
were the two laws that we~.·e t)•en passed and this legislation was only the forei'Ilnner of simil&r 
legislation for the rest of South Africa. It_ was well known that, if this legislation bad been 
accepted by the Indian Community, the same legislation would oattualiy nave been extended to 
.Natal and Cape Colony. ·Mr. Gandhi and those whom he led therefore made-up their minds 
'tQ sacrifice all, if that was necessary,· but not to put up with this legislation, and ~hey started 
·what is known as the Passive Resistance movement. The struggle. was hard and bitter, as hru·d 
.and bitter as any struggle of which we read in history. It lasted for nearly two years. Untold 
.suffering was borne in the struggle, and sacrifices beyond your conception or mine were cheerfally 
.undergone by our countrymen in Soutli Africa in that struggle. W auld_ you believe it, tha~ 
2, 700s eoteoces of imprisonment were borne ~y tl1e lndinns in order that this degrading 
legislation should not be passed against our country there? The legislation was only so far 
.. s the newcomer~ were concerned. The legisl&tion did not affect the ln.dia~s who were already 
there. They were there already. The legislation only affected those who wanted to go there 
Jrom here ; but in order to maintain our theoretical equality with other parts of the Empire 
.these brave men and women also (for they suffered greatly) underwent all this suffering rather 
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than put up with this degradation. 2,700 sentences of imprisonment. were· borne ; ~nd 
. b h 9 N t b educated, men. There are no educated Indians ih South Afnca~ borne ywom. o Y r ' ·· n 1 

I fr tl t eet pedlars J1awke111 working men nnd so forth. ..,ut t 1ey Theyweremostymen om 1e sr , ' ' r h 
· M G' db'' 'rit and as 1 said .in Bombay, that had wrought t a were touched by r. an 1 s sp1 . , . 

transformation : and they cheerfully underwent all that sacrifice. When men. C!'Uid not act 

f I · 1 wl n most of the men were in J'ail-the women and clnldren of tender· or t temse ves any more- 1e . . 
' · d tl t 1 (cheers)· It was a struggle which will ever constitute a memorable years cnrr1e on 1e s rngg e . · 

chnpt<>r in the history of our people : and all this strupggle w~s . gon~ through by O~!f· 
countrym~n, because they wanted to prevent this theoretical equahLy winch ~'n~r p~ople fill 
then possessed from being taken away from them, Well, but it is said~" Well, that IS all r~g~t ; so. 

·far as the struggle i• concerned it was all right ; but then ~r. Gandhi afterwards entered mto a . 
compromi,;;, with General Smutts, "-what is known as the provisional settlement to which the first· 
clause refers-" and by that settlement, in accordance with that settlem~Qt, hf practically sm·rend- ·: 
ered the principle of the free· immigration of Indians into South Africa.'~ Ladies and 
gomtlemen, consider wha.t that settlement was. Mr. Gandhi· knew, as well as anybody else • 
in that country could know, that there can be no free immig111tion for our people, in the , 
present circumstances,· into tbat country. it was no~ a question of practical politics.; it was . 

. not 11 question of practical politics any more than the appointment ~f an I~di~n Viceroy 
1 to-day is a question of practical politics. Yon may keep that as a goal m the distance. · Yon 

may steadily ad•·ance towards it, bnt then you cannot bring that up as a qnestion of practical 
politics. In South An·ica to-day, Mr. Gandhi did not want a racial bar against na 'in the 

1egislation of that country and in order that that racial bar should not be thei'e he brought.. 
forward this passive resistance movement; and he and those who were associated with him 
underwent all that sacrifice aM all that suffering. From the beginning l1e had been contend-:· 
ng. that there should be no ~acial bar in. the l•gislaiion. After that of conrse eveything must. 

depend upon · the discretion· of the executive.· Now here again there is a mi11-aprreh&nsion. 
t -

There is no doubt whatever that Mr. Gandhi has agreed to suspend the Passive Resistance· 
movement on. condition .that a certain minimnll! number of Indians are admitted into the . 
·conntry under the tenns of this, agreement . every year. Bnt why theri did he enter into this , 
compromise 1 .Just consider what the position would otherwise be ·without a stipulation of · 
this character. · The Union · Government found itself driven by the Passive Resistance move~ 
·ment to have somewhat tl1e same la:w for Europeans and Indians. Bnt any law of this character· 
must , necessarily vest a large amount of discretion in the executive. In Anstralia and in 
Canada it is so and it ia \>onnd t~ ~e so in ·South JUrica.. In Anstralia though nominally 
the law is the same for Europeans and Indians,' not a single Indian IS ·allowed to enter 
Australia in practice. The executive exercise their discretion in' such a way as to prevent the 
Indians from entering. The Canadians are also going to adopt the same policy. They have 
made np their minds to allow no more Indians,to go there and tl1ey are going to exercise 
their executive .\iiscretion in keeping ont anybody who is an Indian. Mr. Gandhi was afraid 
that the same ·may be done in South Africa. The. law· may be the same for Europeans 
and Indians ; but they would _in the exercise or' . executive discretion say . " We will , 
not ha•·e any more Indians". There is no appeal and no relief. The Im
perial Government won't come to your assistance. The Government of India 
would not come to your assistance. What ~as to be done 1 Taking the average of the
last . few years it was fo,nnd that at least forty free Indians used to go into South Africa every 
year. There used to be two to three hundr~d laboures going in as indentured labourers. Of. • 
coUI'lle the system of indentured labour has been stopped and I am glad, and I· rejoice that. the 
sytem of indentnred labour hae been stopped· in South Africa. But taking the number of 
free Indions who immigrated into South Africa the- average for the last few years wa&r about 
40 a year. That was what we actually ~njoyed in practice. In theory there was a · ~ort ·or 
equality , but in practice only 40 people we~e going into the colonies. Mr. Gandhi was 
afraid that though, we ~ay geb the right of equality in theory in practice even the forty might 
be lost. Therefore he insisted that this minimum of forty Indians should be admitted 
into the colonies in the exercise of executive discretion. If they admitted more so much 
the better ; .but it should not be less than 'forty. That is what he bad insisted upon-six 

' for t~e Transval and the rest for the other colonies. He insisted npon this as part of the 
bargnm. Thereby he thought that the position of Indians would not become. 

anyway wors" 
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than what it ·was. If yon look t 't · th' • . • . · · a 1 m IS way, yon will understand that it is not a 
hm1tatmn of the Indian right to immigrate freely int S th Af · b · · · ·. . . o \ on nca, ut 1t was a bmttatton 
of th~ d~sc~tl~n of the executive, a ~scretion that otherwise might not admit anybody. 
lf tins hmitstmn were not to be there, if this stipulation had not been. made the· executive 

· would be free not to admit any Indian and there would be no immigratio~.. Would you 
prefe~ that 7 I. am s~r~ if you look at that question in that way you will see that even in . 
agre~mg to th1e 'l.mmm11m number _as Mr. Gandhi has done he has ·only watched ·over the 
tr~e mterests of the Indian Community in South Africa. Then again you must remember 

·tins ••. It ~· been" said "Well, alter this, ~e gives up the struggle in connection with the 
Passive R~1stance. The struggle is susp1mded if the Go,;ernment hav; the same law for 

· all and admtt at least forty Indians every yesr for the whole of South Africa, six in the Transvaal 
and so many others in the other colonies. All that Mr. Gandhi has done is ihat the 
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· recent etrnggle 1 this matter is over. There are so many other q11estions in regard to 
which the ·Indian community has to ,;ork, of which I• wilt' tell you presently. But so far. 
as the particular question of immigration , is concerned, having removed from the mother 
country this bar which was attempted to be placed on her path at¥i having ensured that ·our 
position tllere . does not become worse . than what it i!l, Mr. Gandhi thinks that 
it is ~ise, it is politic, it is statesmanly to · leave "the questian at that. 
That does not mean that other Indians are n~t at li!Jerty to agitate that question, if 
they flease. That does .not certainly mean that we in this country should not agitate that 
question if we like. Nothing ever has been said or done by him, or by me or by anybody else 
that could in any way •fettsr your discretion in this matter or in any other matter ·in 
regard to what yon do in your 'own way. If there is any desire in this country to immi
grate to S011th Africa and if more than 40 go there and are turned back, it becomes • 
legitimate grievance for you and by all means agitate in that matter and no man will wish · 
ynn 'Success in the matter. more than Mr. Gandhi himself. He does no~ want that, you 
should sit with folded hand; but so far as he is concerned·, and the others ·associated with 
him are concerned, they feel that in this question of· ;.;,migration nothing more ;s possible 
for them at present and such energy as they have, and such capacity as they have, and such · 
resources as they have, they want to direct to' other purposeS. . They want to' direct them to . · 
the removal of other grievanc~s far "more pressing and ·far more intolerable than this reS..: . - . ~ 

triction of immigrat:on. ' 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, this briefly is the position so .far as the provisional settle
ment is concerned. I will now proceed to state what tbose oiher griehnces are to which I 
have just now briefly referred. But I hope you are quite clear now that no sort of guarantee 
bas been given oy anybody, no sort of guarantee was asked of us by anybody .and we never 
dreamt of giving any guarantee to ·anybody. One expression was used both by Mr. Gandhi and 
111yself, which I find has been misapprehended in this country. There is no question whatever that 
anybody who goes will see that the European mind in that country is dominated by the fe.ar that 
the people of India will gradually swamp them and tur~ their country into another ~ndia. Now 
the· position,of .the Enropean there is extremely difficult. You may talk with an average 
European and you will find that he talks as if he were sitting on a volcano. He is surrounded 
by 8 large indigenous population and somehow there is a ~eling-a vague · feeling on both 
aides that 'thing~ are drifting towards a conflict, though they may not end actually in a 

.. conflict. It is the hope of the best men on the European, on the EnglisH side that here wo~ld be no 

"ponflict, but the average European !eels that things are drifting towards ~ codfiict. He 
. naturally does not want the position to become still more complicated by the • 
· t d · • t "t f th' d lement •uch as the entry of the Indian would constitute. tnrouct10n mo 1 o a u e , !;J • 

At b,.; pre~ent moment the m\mber of Indians is ,150,POO sgainst I' million and 

a quarter or 1 ~)lakhs E'!ropeans. That itself! appears to him to be a ~eriou~ number ; but 
he thinks and he feels con'stantly that there are SOO millions of people m Ind•a and he feel• 

· · fr h t tl he always tslks of India in million~ · 
that jf only 8 few m1lhons went over om ere o tore-- . . . . 
he feels that if. only a few millions went over there from India, tt will be di~cult for t~e 

· · · · · th t' 1 It may be that the feehng of fear IS 
European to maintain h1s pos1t1on tn a co ony. . 

k b th is no' desire in this country to em1grste 
absolutely unjustifiable,· as we now, ecause ere .. 
to SOlith Africa. What is there for us to do 7 There is no career there for educated men. 
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fl 
· h tl d they are subjected to the utmost indignity possible, 

Only small traders can otms !ere an I • b 
'" 1 G t undel' indentnres and the popu at10n as gone on 

The people are tak~n by t ~ed tovernm: has, been stopped the Indian population of South 
increasing. Now that the m en ure sys m • . . . 
'f · 1 b tte t ted ' is bound to dwindle down gradually t1ll at last tt disappears . 
.a rtca, un ess e r rea • . . 

Tl ef there is no question •o far as we are-concerned, there IS no dcs1re on our part to 
ler ore, ' h I d" "t · 

go and flood that country as each one can think for himself: But t e . n •an eommum y 
. d f d · b the European commumty'-the Indums were suspected there 1s however suspecte o a es1gn y 

of a design- to import from India Indisns in large numbers so as to swamp that country an~ so as 

tl · tl at is worth occupying by Indiana themselvea. Mr. Gandlu and 
to occupy every nog l • .. · · • 1 • 

h h · ted w"1th b"1m see· that as long as this fear dominates the European mmd, t ose w o are assoCia ~. 

so long there is no chance of the' other grievances of free Indians being r~res~ed ; and the 
ather grievances you will understand are far more . intolerable than. even tlus.gnevan~e about 

the restriction • of ·immigration. What however matters to them1nd th.l\ 1s a pomt npon 
which people have not been clear in this country-:-what m~tters ~o them 1s out.., wha~ w~ dO 
here. The South Africans do. not care for what we do 1n, thts country. ~ They ask for no 
guarantee as to what we do in this eouutry. - you may start any number of ~itatious ; ~nd -
they do not care. They only gare for any agitation that may be started there, hke the p~1ve 
resi•tence movement started by Mr. Gandhi.· If there is · an agitation in that country, by the 
Indian community resident in South Africa on the oubject of Immigration, then of course 
the fear becomes intensified. If there is no -Biic]lagitation there by the lodian community, 
that fear is allayed. Mr. Gandlti and others who are working with him recognise that having 
effected so much on the subject of immigration, the question of immigration _ might be left 
aside ; and later on when the community grows otrong and when India supports that 
community better than she has done in the past and Indian themselves count more in 
the Government, then that question may be reopend, or perhaps another generation may 

.,,, take np this question and press it still further ; b11t for the moment at any rate nothing 
more under this head is possible: And therefore Mr. Gandhi is content to . leave that question 
at that. It is like our own selves in /this Congress, taking at one time .on!' _reform and 
pressing it in the forefront- leaving others in the background, .at another time taking, up 
another question and pr"''Sing it, 'leaving tl1e rest hi the background. They therefore. took, 
up this question and after fighting it up to a certain point left it at that without 
sacrificing or surrendering an iota of any ones rights, the rights either of the Indians there 
or the Indians in this country. 

Now if yon will consider what the other grievance8 are that they suffer from, yon 
will yourselves see that it is not possible for them, the Indian community, harassed beggared 
and exhausted as it is to-day, to fight for free immigration when -they are surlieing intolerable 
wrongs in 'other respects. We- have been talking of equal citizenship in the empiroo, and it 
is said if there- is no free immigration, there_ is no equal citizenship. Well, my friends 
there is no equal citizenship iu several matters even in this country ( cheers) : oo that if 
there is no equal citizenship in regard to immigration that will not be your only grievance, 
But the question of equal or free citizen•hip is involved more in other questions than in 
this question of immigration. Roughly you nlay say this ; that if w~ _were absolutely equal 
subject of the King, we should io the first place be able to go to South. Africa 00 the same 

terms as the Europeans and secondly when we are there, we should be a:ble to live in· tha\ 
.:ountry on the same terms as the' Europeans. That also involves the question of free and 

. equal British Citizenship. Now this second equality, _if I may call it so, may be analysed .. 
/. under eight or nine beads, It means that if we were equal' subjects of the King in Snuth Africa 

when we go there and settle, there we should be able first of all to leavt the country· temporarily 
when we want to leave it and go back to it when we want without -hindrance ·or · trouble or 
d~fficulty. An Indian w~o wants to go to Indl"t and come back· should experience oo 'mote 
d1fficulty than. an Enghslnnan experiences every time be goes to "England and CQtnes back. 

' Secondly, no lndi~n '*•o is in South Africa sl~onld, have any difficulty in n;oving about_ 
. from one provmce to another, for instance from the Cape to Transvaal 
and from Tansvaal to Orangia without trouble.• Thirdly an Indian should be at 

libe~y to resi~e ~here he likes in whatever quarter of the town he please~~<o Provided 
:be 18 able to hve ~~ the style which is the common style of that quarter. Fourthly, I'D Indian 
ohould be able to acqmre and own land and other pfrmaoent property:- Fifthly, au Indian should 
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\le able to trade and .follow e.ny other avocation such as any European does-trade on equal 
terms, Sixthly, an Indian' should be able to provide for his children the same sort of education Mr. G.IK •. 
that Europeans e.re enabled by the State to provide for theil" children. Seventhly, an Indian 
.'should be free from those special disabilities and burdens which the rest of the community has 
not got to bear. Eighthly, Government service should· be open to Indians just as it is to 
Europeans. And ninthly and lastly, the franchise should be available to Indians ; and public 
-careers, careers in public. lifo, in Parliament, in Municipalities and in all these places should be 
available to the Indians;· U the Indians were t4e eq11al subjects of. the King, if the Indians 

, who-· have gone there and settled were the equal subjects of the King, they should be the equals 
of Europeans in these matters. I have left out of account those disabilities which I might 
-call social disabilities-people not being allowed to attend theatres nud to stay 'in hotels, . 
their not , being allowed to .. sit on banc\{es in parks, their not being allowed_ to walk 
in the footpaths, etc. .Some of these have a public aspect, because where tlte Jll:operty is 
municip~l prop•~!J· odt people have 11legit~ate grievance inasmuch as they pay taxes to tite 
Municipalit)' r but these are more o~ less social disabilities and f'lr the moment I leave them 

, aside; but really speaking they should have· not existed if we were the equal subjects of 
the King and if we were _treated on terms of equality wit~ Europeans in that sub-continent. 
l1 each one of these. nine respects, our people have been suffqring not only hardships but 
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. . ,. 
intolerable hardships for the last twenty years and more in one part or another; The Indian - • 
-community of South Africa has been _carrying on sometimes. a hopeless and sometimes a mo.re . 
hopeful struggle but a fierce struggle all along under the leadership of Mr. Gandhi in order 
to get rid of these disabilities. Where people are labouring .under ,these diip.culties, where they 
have to pay taxes to· one of which only I refer, a tax absolutel.f monstro11s, where j.f they 

• :C..nnot pay the tax. they must reside at distances of three, four or five miles from the tmvn, 
where they cannot ·'trade without a license-a license ·may he withdrawn for any reason-

. and where they cannot move from one province to a~oth~r and where they ca1;·not . 
have education for their children, do yon except a community . sitffering all 
these • fntolearbl9 • hardships to put up , with ~ll these hardships and direct 

''What little · energy . it has to get the doors of South Africa thrown open to the people of 
this country for !reo immigration 7 Tltey do not obfect to more Indians coming there. 
It is aU the better for them, becaiiSe they will feel "'tronger in the struggle they are makil1g. 
It is a disability · resting upon yon if you 11re not allowed -to go ·.there. Start a dig
nified agitntion if yon have the stuff. in you _; go about the country, make the kind of 
>Sacrifice that Mr. Gandhi and others have made and then insist upon free immigration 
into South Africa. It. is all very well to. sit at home an4 criticise men like Mr. Gandhi, 
God ' )mows. that most of us are poor enOugh clay, and when once in a "ay a ma11 rises 
.amongst us, here . we.· are sitting quiet at home 1\Dd criticising him and tearing him to pieces 
in the manner tl~at some of us are doing. Ladies and gentlemen, therefore yo,u will 

tl t " G•ndhi and those who are acting with him are absolutely right in the line see 1a .ru.r. .. , 
that they have adopted and that those who criticise them. here, if they were thet4 wi~l not 
-do anything else. The energies of the South Africa Indian community are therefore dtrected 
to-day towards s~curing, the redress ol these , nin~ grievances. I will j!tst say a word or two 

'With regard to each one of them. 

First is the permissi~n to leave the country and go back when they want. This is what 
is known as the working of the Immigration Law. The Immigration ·Law ,itself applies only to · 

those who go there for tho first time, QOt those wlto are alrea~y there. If they wa~t t~ ~ave the 

d b k ·n because they are settlers m the country, the thmg ought to -be 
-country an come ac agat , . . . 

t d / f tl m 
8 

possible · Yet things are to-day made m So nth Afr1ca Jl.S hard, as ma e as easy or 1e a · . 
~-difficult; and. as monstrously- difficult as possible for these people. _I have g1ven one .or ~wo 

· · 1 1 tl t I ~ade in Bombay but I thmk I bad tetter mentlop Instances 1n t 1e speec 1 1a ,.... - ' - . . 

I h b tl will give yon an idea of what things nre happemng there to 
t tem to yo11 ore ecause tey - .., . . 

· I C C 1 this is the most liberal colony in tl• four provmces-the 
_yottr countrymen. n ape 0 on.y · · · h h" 1 • It "fi · 

· · t t f the country must take ont a perm1t wtt 1m w uc spect es 
Ind1an who wants to ge ou • o . _ . , 

' . . . h" h h 1 uld return He takes out the l'ermtt and goes away. He 
the pertod w1thm \" tc e s tO . • _ 

. . . . f that permit according the law. But the law vests R 

miiSt come i\ack Wtthm the time 0 
· · • ffi ,Ju•t about the time 

great deal of discretion in the executive officer, the ImmigratiOn. o cer. ' 
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I arrived there, a case occurred wlrlch· drew pointed attention to this law. It is only typical 
· A I d come back to India,, because his of the many cases that have been happemng. man ta • 

brothers or sisters were ill and he too_k a year's permit •nd dtlme . to I~dta. He himselr 
fell ill. He had left his wife and children there to lo~k after Ius busmess. He ata~ed 

f I d. · t• • t go back to South Africa and tf the steamer had run accordmg-bnck rom n JB Ill tm.:. ·O . 

1 · 1 d 1 d t• 1 e wnttld have gone there three day.before the time. But the steamer to t1e scte ue nne t 

was unfortunately held ·up by a storm for four days, and the man returne~ . one day ~ate and 
the immigration officer exercising the letter of. the law and not the spmt turned hlDl back 

(cries of shame,) t11ough ererytl1ing was dear that the. rna~ was n~t ~ blame. What doea 
this mean~ It means absolute ruin to the man; Ius wtfe au~ h•s clnldren mnst come back 
and the shop had to be closed as no body else could conduct it, no. new licenses being

granted to Indians. Another man . could not be put in charge of it and all the goods had 

to be· sold at second-hand rat<lS and the man must come back to India after so many years• 
stay ·there. It is these things that are driving the Indian communi~ there to madness 
and · not. the restriction .on · the free immigration of lndians into South . Africa. Or 

course that is felt as hardship ·but it is like many other hardships with which we havot 

tQ put up in this country~ such as. the Anns Act and the denial of careers.in the army and many 
others nndor which we jj,·e. SO> also they qccept the restriction of immlgmtion up to a cortain 

• point as unantidable .. In Natal and Cape Colony another thing has heen happening. That 
"is not the law there. These are the tiVo forward Provinces-Natal and Cape Colony. Thot 

Traus¥aol and Orangia are admittedly ·most anti-Asiatic and most bigoted. ' In Nato! a 

domicile certificates are g•"Bnted to those who have been there for a certain time. It is under-
. I 

stood thnt the domicile certificate gires you a right to go out of the country and come back 
to it whenever you choose ; but only in order to prevent fraud and in order to see to it tha~ 

one man <lues not go out and another man come back the immigration, officer has the power 

to cross-examine the holder of the· certificate. Well, thjngs ha1·e gone on without much 
trouble till very recently. But now .the immigration officer, in order ·to exercise his 
discretion as harshly .S possible, cro.S-examined a •man as to the minutest particulars in 

his life, as to when he went to the Colony first. · Every man's name· ia regist~ed ; every 

man's address is registered; his movements are registered.· The man who has been there for 

15 or 16. years goes back with his certificate with him, feeling confident that .there will bot· 
110 trouble. But he is suddenly asked when he went. 'to the Colony first, in what street he 
lived, what busineas he .did, how much bnsineos he did in the first year and ao on sud if therot 

is the smalle&t discrepancy between the answer he gives and what is recorded, the man is 
told t that the certificate is a fraud and he will not be admitted. I ask you, how many of you 

can answer if yon are suddenly asked where you were this day, iast . .;eek 1 What will you 
do if you ·are su~denly asked this question (laughter )7 If such questions are put after 

an interva! of 15 or 16 years, how are these poor innocent people to answer these questions? 
This it is which is driving the Indian community in Natal, just as the operation of a similar 
law in Cap' C'!Jony is driving them to despair. · · 

W' ell thi.s is the fir•~· The sec~nd is the permission to move about in the count~y itself. 
Gent.lemen, you know ~onth Africa is a united country ; and in u;at United country a man 

, cannot ~ross the .border from. T~ansmal to Orangia, R man cannot go '.from Cape Colony to· 
Natal Without pnssmg an exammatton. Under no circumstances can a man go from Orangia 
to the Transvaal without passing an examination -A man may have ht's · • 1· b · · · pnnctpa usmess m 
Durban..,nd a banch in J9hannesburg. He cannot go to t~e branch without a permi~. All 
th.ese resttictions are most harrassing. The mal<e the ]ife of the Indt'an · 
torture. commumty perpetual . .. 

The third is residing where 1h,ey like. In Transvaal there js a law which condemns. 
all Indians to locations,· but our men h • r 1 . . . ave ueen success.u ly avoding this law, because the· 
autho.rttles l1ave no ;;other course and there is. no penalty provided for this and 

110 
sandton. Theref9re they have been defying the law A tl ·1 h · . . . no 1er aw as been amce· 
enacted, the gold .law. l! gold is found . jn any area it is proclaimed as a gold 
area and the Ind•ans must then 'd · 1 · . rest e 1n ocat1ons ; otherwise speCial penalties are 
provtded. The whole of the Transmal is full ~f .aold d th f • 1 . ., , an ere ore t 1e whole of the· 
Transvaal has been declared to be a gold area and as soon as it is declared a 'gold area the best 

\ 
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of yon mast give up your l1onses and go ~nd lire in locations 3 4 · 5 'I fr 1 
dd b

. • . , , or m1es om t1e town 
an o your nsmess from there if you care for it or 'f t t t f W I Mr. G. K. 
• h h • I no ge on o the cGuntry. el , this Gokhale. 
ts anot er ards!tip which naturally the higher class of eo 1 f 1 
I
. l"k h · P P e. ce most--to be condemned to 
lve 1 e t at. · . , 

Then ·again there is the. question of acquiling land and other 
Transvaal. yon cannot acquire I d . properties ln the 

. . an • you cannot acqm~e houses; you cannot build houses 
because you can acqmre ~and only on less than 10 year's lease and no bony would build a 
house on a land the lease of which might be over in 10 · 1 0 · • years. n rang1a you cannot 
do even that. . 1' on cannot be a tenant or a farmer, leave alone the owning of !anti. 

. . . . well, ~he~ again~~ regards trade and other 'avoc~tions the situation, has become so 
c:ntJCal that tt IS the tssne on whic\1 . the. greatest fight will have to be waged and unless we 

. help the Jndian community solidly from here I fear the Indian community there will go to 
tlte wall. This is. really a question which affects the , more substantial Indians in that 
country .and involves propetty worth lakhs and lal;hs of rupees. Both i,n Cape Colony and 
Natal hcenses for trade ha\·e to be renewed every year. Now these license are granted 
by the local authorities. These local bodies are· manned by men ";.Ito are the rivals of the 
Indian traders, they are . the small European tJ:aders.: 'Most of them have a seat 
in the Municipality and .. theit interest is to extinguish the Indians because 
hey cannot stand Indian competition. The scale of expenditure of an Indian is 
less; and he . easily beats his European competitor in the market. Therefore the European 

do~s not want the Indian there. Under one .pretext or another, the licenses of respectable 
peo1'le are being extinguished. The new policy is not to grant any new licenses. . What 

are the children of the community t? do if no new licenses are to be granted ? The liaenses 
are steadily withdrawn. If in _parts of the country they cannot have Jand, cannot enter 
Government service, if' they cannot trade or follow otlier avocations, •what are the people to 
do? The policy of the Colonies is to harass the people in such a ·way that they would of 

their o~n accord leave the country. That i~ the position. 
' . ' . ' Then there is no· pt•ovision for the education of the children anywher~. Titer~ is 

jmt a little provision made by the missionaries and there are a few schools, primary schools 1 

started by onr own community. Throughout South Africa there is not a single Secondary 
school, and not a single school for technical instruction, leave alone any institution for higher 
education.. These children are growing up in ignorance .and darkness and the moral help
lesness which comes out of ignorance and darkness. I may mention that one reason why 
the Government is not inclined to give education to the childten is ·that if they are educated 
they , ~ill demand the franchisel later on; I said to the mi~isters when I met them that the 
Indian Community did not raise the question of franchise, but tbat did not mean that they, 
gave it np. They do not raise it now to-day, just as tm;y ll.o not raise the question' of: 
Government service, because it .is hopeless, -and just as they left. the question of immigration 
at a particular stage because anything further is, hopeless. ·They .11.ut it on a level with .tile 
admission of the Indians into the Government service or with Indians being allowed the 
franchis~. But because the Government thinks that if the children "of the Indians are. 
educated they will demand the franchise, therefore they are withhol'!-lng educational facilities 
from them. Therefore · our people must . agitate.· , The Indian South African community 
must agitate there, and we mU.t back them from here in order that they may be able to 
provide educational facilities for their children. If the State do'es not do its dut,y in the 
.matter, we tnnst help them; they are .our own 'kin, we most supply them with funds so as to 

enable them to do their duty by tl1eir children. · . , 

Well this is the sixth. Then there is the freedom from special disabilities and burdens. 
' ' ' ' 

If we were the equals of Europeans we should be free, as free as they sre from these speCial 
disabilities and burdens. I have spoken of social disabilities and burdens. I will mention one 
burden which in some respects is the most monstrous burden anywhere imposed by any Govern
ment on any people. That is what :is kno_;.n as the ~ree poun~s license or three pounds tax. 
Ladies and gentlemen, I ,have seen some comments in this , hall on the three pounds license 
which show that those who pass such comments do not realise what miseries are caused by this , 
three pounds )lcense tax. to many of onr countrymen in that land. Well, the three pounds 
license tax is a tax •by which every Indian who ~oes there as &." indentured labourer or his 



... 
· · · to live in. that Colony. The tax · has descendants must pay every year for mere perm•ss:on 

M G K d f 1 above· 18. And the man of 17 or the ' r. • • to be paid for every male above 17 an every ema e . . 
Gokhale. ' .. 1 f 18 . 1. ble to be sentenced to hard labour if he or she does not pay the 

womanorg•ro IS 18 - · b 1 ·1• 
t th St t (Cries of shame). This has to be pa1d not Y t •• rir •er three pounds every year o e a e. 

·1 th three pounds but by the labouring classes. Take an average clsses who can _eas• y pay e • . . . 
. · · · f r tl d a mother with two girls of 18 and 15, an Iilustrnt•~n family cons1stmg o a a ••r an .. . 

which l have taken because I have actually seen a case like this. A father,. & moth~r w1th 
two daughters, IS and 15 and smaller children for whom nothing has •to be paid. For tlwse_ 
four pe~ous, at the rate of S pounds for each, they have t.o pay 12 pounds & year or £ 1 ".mouth 
The average wage of a man in that country is 25 shillings 8 month. A woman With two 

- daughters can add 1,5 shillings more to it by doing work after the household work. Altogether 
~t comes up to 4 pounds a month. Out of the total income per month, one pound .• every month 
~ust be given for mere ;ermission to live in the Colony,-and this is after~ years' work in the 
Colony as indentured laboure~1; by the father and the mother,-for the prosperity of the Colony 
Two pounds is Rs. SO. Just fancy an income tax of eight annas in the rupee on all persons who 

"get an income of Rs. SO a month ! That is what it means. If yon can realise that, then yon 
will see bow strongly the grievances are felt. At the present monent there are :!0,000 Indians 
in South Africa-that is the estimate which Mr. Gandhi makes--who are liable to pay tl;is 
tax of three- pounds. Not. more than 5,000 or 6,000, are able to pay it with the utmost 
difficulty. It is extremely difficult for these poor people to pay. One' leading member of the 
N ato.l legislature who at _one time acted as a Primo Minister stated two years ago 
in the Natal legislature that the tax was a monstrous tax and broke up families and 
drove the men into paths of •crime and the women to a life of shame. 
( cries of shame ). · That is what . bas been happening to your 
~wn people there. There ,;,.. 20,000 people who are liable to pay this tax. Only. about 
5,000 or 6,000 pay it with the_ otmost difficnlty. That is bad enough ; bnt the condition of 
the remaining 14,000 or 15,000 is worse. They live in mortal dread of the Police. They 
do not know when they will be arrested and placed before the Magistrate for non-payment of 
the tax. Whatever they can .scr~pe up they pay to the Police, or are in l1iding. Jnst imagine 
what this means. 'rhe whole community consists or' HiO,OOO, of whom 120,000 are in Natal. 
20,000 of them are in this state· and 40,000 more are serving onder indentures ; and when 
'their indentures are completed they wil! have tO be in the same state .. Is this a small matter
.a matter for you to consider small ? I remember that one ,of the most pathetic and heart
rending . sights at which . I was present was at a meeting of the three pounds tax-payers. 
Five ~ousand persons attended that meeting. One man whose heart had been broken, and 
who had lost everything, had grown craz.y. He merely wri&s verses about the three pounds 

. tax, ~oea to the jail when the Police catCh him and when be · is out of it he . goes abont 
the country and merely writes verses about the three pounds tax, or sings them. He has grown 
<{Uite crazy, A woman-! was told she was from this Province, from Arrah, she wns about 
65 years of age, I remember the sight and I cannot recall that s•ght without emotion e•·eo 
now--came and told ns that she had been six times in jail-a woman al 65 (cries of shame). 
You will rO(IIly see how grave the misery is that these people are suffering from this 
a pounds tax. 

Then the next question is Government 'service This Go"er11m ·t · · 1 1 
~ · ... en servtce 1s c osel 

to ns Indians, all over the • country. In no Colony can Indians enter G · t · 
• overnwen sernce. 

One or two Parsees in some way ·or other , entered the Postal departr e11t Tl t 1 b . . · .. . 1ey oo- 1ave ceo 

• 

chucked out. No Indian can now enter Government service J 11 t r h. t 1 ld. 
. · s ancy w a t 1st wou 1 

mean here ; and then yon will see whether the immigration ·quest· · ; 
. . . 1011 1s more Important or the 

qneatwn of entermg Government •erVlce. But there the people d t f 1 I · 
o no ae t us so much 

because there are so few educated people _there The people d · d _, . 
· are ente euncat1on and the 

few educated people that are there do not care much fOI' Go . t . 
munity, every member of which iS 
depressed s~ate . 

vemmen sei'VICe. B11t the com-
excluded from. the 'Government service, must remain in a 

. L~tly, the. franchise. l.n. Gape-Colony our peopU! have a little franchise. Political 
franchise they enJOY and MuniCipal franchise they u· I I • 

e ]OJ. Ia.·e stated that there are few· 
educated people and they · not care for the p rr ~ f 1 · · 

0 1 ICa ranc nse. They do not come and 
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a·egister. In Natal they · en1'o• Mu · · 1 f 1 · ' · 
• J lliCIVa ranc use ; but they do not enjoy politicnl £r1\nchise, 

thongh 1t appears they en1'oyed it b f • 18"3- I • · . . . e m:e -"' . - · n the Transvaal and Omngiu. there i::; no 
pohtwal lranchtse not only now b t tl d · · .f • . . . 11 te eternunat10n of the anthot·ities is not to grant the 
ranch1se as long as they can So h 1· · 1 · · we ave no po tttca francluse there and of com·sc Indians 

<:annot have any cat·oers in public life. · 

These are the hardships wh' h t · It ' . . lC our coun r_ymen 1ll t t\t country are enc.lurlnp ; these at·e 
the hards1nps agamst which they are t "r Tl s rugo mg. tey do not expect that these hat·dships 
would be . removed at once M h 1 · · · · . . • en w o tave sacrtficed thetr allm the cause of the passive 
reststance stt~tggle-.,_propct•ty worth 40 ancL 50 laldts has been sacrificed by our people-men 
wh~ had once been wealthy lnve bee . . d 1 · - • · ' ome paupers , an or a ~nne they used to go abont wtth 
bundles of cloths on their heads selling them and earning their liveli110od like that. These 
people wboJmve made these ~acrifices a~e under no delusion .. Mr. Qandhi is nuder no d<'lnsiou 
and the others are nnde1· nO: delusion Tl k ] ]' · . . • tey now, t tey rea tse, th&t the struggle before them·. 
•• a long and weat·y strn~gle · •but they t 1 · 1 '~d T · · · o ' are no amt- 1ear~ . hey are gomg on wtth their 
struggle. · · ' ' 

A question has been asked iu thi$ countrY, " Mr. Gokhale has been there. \Vhat lms he • 
been able to do 1 " My friends, we have been • in the habit of sending deputations 
to Euglnud. Oo yon expect a single deputation · to · England to achieve e•erything 

· at once 1 This agitation cannot be regarded in that way. You must knock and knock till it 
is opened-Even if it is not op~ned it . is your duty to· go on. -kno~kiug till it is 

opened. (Cbeet•s). It is only those Jri~uds who are extremely simple in pubiic life who Cl\n 
expect snch results. Wlmt . is the visit of one man or even of a hundred men, whe!l you 
considor the c.atalogne of the grievances of our Indian brethr~n in South Afl'ica ? They 
themselves ore going on with the struggle and_ I want· the people in this country to help 
them in the struggle they are carrying on. I 1tave t·cfet•t-ed to the criticism aml I leave 
it to the Congress to judge of Mr. Gandhi and those working with him. i only worke<l under 

his gnidance. He has horne the br~nt of the sufferings and made ~11 ·sacrifices. My privil:t.ge 
has been to stand by his side for a little while because he invited me to come there and to 
give a little liSsistauce in his woJ:k because he asked me for it, and my highcs( reward is that 
he is satisfied ·with· my visit so .far: (cheers) But Mr. Gandhi is under no delusion. and . 
I want you to consider and to judge now whether he can still fight this question- of immigration 
<lr whether he is wise in directing all his energies towar<ls these other grievances that· I ha~•e 

spoken of. I am sure your' judgment will be right and ram sm·e that those who have ··criticised 
· us, friends and workers as they are, they themoelves will see the nec~ssity of revising their 

judgment and they wilj even regret, t am sure, that th•y did not wait ·till my returll before 

expressing their judgment emphatically. • ' - • 

. Now, ladies and gentlemen, one word more....:.and :my last word, is this: th; strttggle •is, 
as I , have said, a long and weary struggle. 'T]lo nten who are engaged 1n it know how l•ing, 
we".vy and bitter i~ i.s to be ; but as I have ,said, they are determined· to go on with. ·it. 
Only remembet· that the community. there is an' exhausood commtinity ; it has already made 
tremendous sacrifices. The other day Lhappened, to say in Bombay that we in this country 

· have not done our duty in this matter. A friend of mine for whom I h~ve great respect said 
be could not understand this' statement because he s~id " we held several meetings." That 

-shows how inadequate . i• our conception of the needs of the people and of what we ha\'e to do 
in this m~tter. ·You may hold ever so many meetings. .It does not matter t~· the»'· 

Mr. G. K. 
Gokhale. 

If you hold meeting• aud send them your symp&tlties ?f course tha.t is something. That is 
better than doing n~thing. But what they want is financial nssistance first and foremost ; 
secondly steady . and continuous pi·essure on yottr own Government !rom year te year, from 
month' to mont!; from week to week and ft·om day· to day. The Goverament must 
be given no r~st till the grievances of .yottr ·countrymen in .south ·Africa are 
remedied. By holding 'occasional meetings our duty in· this mattet· is not dischargM. And 
,after . all how much money. has been spent? As I have said, a small community hilS lost about' 
forty or fifty lakhs in the course oE the struggle: That is the lowest estimate ; some plaee 
;t even higher. But how much haYe y~u 'sent .altogether from this countl'y? Altogether 

about . it lalths during the last three ye~rs and out of this ,1 ~ Ial<hs about . 
Rs. 75,000 .was given by one man, lllr. Ratan Tate [Cheers]. Tke whole country 

J 
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. ed . 'd. of th.is struggle only Rs. 75,000 while .40 or 5(} 
. '~ : oonsisting of 800 millions coutnbut m ftl t • d't·iduals ' struggling ngainst these ov~r-

6 K b 1 t b these unfortuna e 1n I · 
Mr. • • lakhs haYe een °8 Y I 't t 011 to consider whether there is or 
Gokha)e, whelming dionhilitie.<; and I therefore eave 11 oi y tly hop~ yon will do yoitr 

t d more for these peop e. earnes 
is . not room for you 0 0 

• • I earnestly hope that we shall do our 
best. However remiss we may haYe been m the past, h f ncerns only South African 

duty batter jn the fntnr;, becau;, ~ter. al~~~g~v~;~n: 
10

t~ti:strnggle i and if we care for 

!~i:~:;u:•:::~.::·~:s80~
0dl;h:ehi::: ~ndinn brethren in South Afri;a i elae ~et1sha~!~::: 

nothing better than what is befalling them there. With these words common te 

to your acceptan~e (Loud and continued cheers). · 

• 

Three cbe~rs .for .the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhalo we~ called for and heartily responded to. 

Hon'ble The HoN'DL£ · PANDtT' MADAN MoHAN M.t.LAVIYA, Allahabad, s~onded. the r~olution 
Pandit • and in doing 

80 
delivered a powerful speech ~~~ Hindi which was .;recetved wtth constderalM 

Madan 
Mohan 

· Malaviva. 

Bon'ble 
Mr. 

Mazabarul 
Haque. 

enthusiasm. 

Tus HoN'nLE Ma. MazHARUL HAQUE (Bankipore) :-

Mr. Presi<lent,. Ladies and Gentlemen; after the able and lucid exposition o~ the c~e · 

of our brethren in South Africa by my esteemed friend Mr. Gokbale, · I do not thmk I will 

be justified in inflicting a speech upon yon. l 'Till content myself by whole-heartedly sup-

porting this resolution. · , 
· h · • • ed wt'th cheera and ct'ies of LALA LAJPAT RAt of Lahore w o on nsmg was recetv 

• Lala Lajpat Bandt liJataram supported tl•e resolution in a vigoronll' Urdu s}ieech, which elicited frequent 

R.ai. rounds of applause and ro!'Sed the entb~iasm of the audience to a very high pitch. 

Tu11: HoN'DLE Mn. H.t.ncH~NDR~l Btsu~NDABS. (Karachi):-Mr. President, Brother 
HHon'bble Mdr' delegates Ladies and Gentemen , after the' exhaustive speeches that have been delivered by 

nrc an • 
R.ai Bisban the brilliant congress leaders on this !(Object who ba1·e covered the whole gro110d, I do not 

Dl!Ss• propose to detain · yon long. Only two or three considerations I . will put before you. In 
·. this· year events .of history have been unfolding themselves in one quartW" of the globe

. which offer a very strange oommcnt upon the consistency of the white man. That quar
ter of the globe is Persia. Now every where else in Asiatic countries just aa in Pe~sia 
the white man . not only claims the, rlght of free entry, but also, if the manangement of the 

country is not to his satisfaction, be claims the right to take the management into his own 
hands ; whilst in South Africa and other .countries whrch be calla hie own conntries, not 
only does be not allow any question of management hut be would considW" . is a sheer 

piece of impertiuance 'on the part of any brown or black-man to think of sharing the
franchise with him. He does not permit him even a right of free entry. In the first place 

_he.: says you have got no wright of entering my country. In the next place, if aome how 

or other tb~ brown or black. man forces himself into this conn try, he tries to impose such 
degrading conditions on his existence that he thinks life is not worth living in that 

, country and tries to get away from that country. But that does not redound 
to the credit of the white man who ie near weary of dinning into our ears 

and of bragging of his love of righteousness, fair play and justice. The second considers-• 
tion I will put before you is that you must rememb~r that we congressmen have made it 

an essential part of our creed-we have put in the· foremost plank in 'our platform tbe 
at!ainm<;_nt of the right of self Government on colonial lines. Now that being so, brother 

delegates, yon must remember that _you must ,first of all try to show to the world that you 
do consider yourselves in qualifications, in merit and in ability equal to t11ese colonials who 
are enjoying the right of self-government, in which case we cannot possibly allow these de
grading restrictions that are being placed without protest on our part .. We know our help

lessness : we know that it it not in our power to remove these restrictions. At the sam& 

time it is. i~ your ~ower to place ~n .record our violent protest a~ainst the imposition or 
these restnct1ons. Therefore as thts has been already dealt with by previous speakers, I 
need not repeat what they have said and take np your time on this point. We owe a debt . of 
great gratitude to. Mr. Gandhi and those gr"'!t leaders who have undergone 80 many 

sacrifices in order to keep up the prestige of our country .and in ·order· to keep .the flag

of the honor of the country flying. for ever ·and for ever. That is all we can do-to 
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place on record the · ~ense of our e l't 'th h · qua 1 Y WI t ese colonials like whom we wish to · clai~ . 
the right of sell-government 

Th th' d · . . e :r . pomt that I shall place before you is that I consider that after the 
mark of appreclOtiOn that you showed to the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale at the conclusion of his 
speech, ~ may take it that I may convey to him from you, my brother.delegates that we 
~tlly reahs~ that so ~·~ from his having dollf any dis-service to his country during the 
time of hJ.S,. r~ent VISit to South Africa he has done a great deal of service (cheers), that 
he was the VIctim of great misunderstanding which has been completel:y cleared up and that 
the words he has used before you show that so far from the question of the right ofimmigra
tion being in any way surrendered by us as a matter of fact by the . terms of compromise that 
tl18t has been arrived at by him and Mr. Gandhi-as a matter of fact a limitation bas 
rather been put upon tho restriction that the white men there '\"ere imposing upon us. I 
&hall conclude here and I shall not take i'lP your time. 1 wish only to assure Mr. Gokhale that we 
are all at; one with him ood that we · are highly oblige<J · to him for the great trouble he 
took in visiting' South Africa and that<- he has done a great service to ~ur country and to his 
fellow-count~ymen in Africa; (cheers). 

SniJUT PnAHATBA NATB BANERJI (Calcutta) :-Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
In supporting this resolution I have only to offer our tribute of gratitude to Mr. 
Gandhi for the truly heroic manner in which he has carried on the struggle in South Africa 

and al•o to the Hon'ble Mr. Gokbale who undertook a tour to Solttb Airj_ca in a state of very 
bad health and at great personal sacrifice, I need not. say anything more.'tcheers.) 

:Mn, l\UDANJIT (Rangoon) :--Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, after the- brilliant 
speeches yon have heard from our Congress leaders, it is not possible and it i• not for me to 
t'ell you anything further. I will confine mysell to the question of emigratio~ to other p~rts 
of the British territory as well as to other COIIDtries, as also to indentured\ labour. i~ India as' 
well as outaide. The question of the Indians in South Africa is"not a small question barrassing 
150,000 Indians in South Africa alone. If the low class of South African white men 
trouble so many Indians in that country, there are high-cl~ss white men in East Africa as 
well as in other parta of the British colonies who trouble OUr brethern in those parte and 
harrass th~m in the same way as the South African white men do in South Africa. If we 
cannot do anything else for o~ South African brethren, we can do this much: we can help 
them to the ·utmost of our power and capacity, in order that our position might improve here 
as well as there. Gentlemen, so much bas been .said about these questions that I need not dilate 
upon them ; but the question of indentured labour is so grave and so great that if we are to assert 
our right as human beings we must not allow this indentured labour question to lie in abeyance. 
The Government of India are at present consider'ing the question of indentured labour in Assam ; 
and indentured labour in Assam is as bad and /'S disgraceful as it is anywhere else; There are 
indentured Indians not less than 50,000 in num.ber in the Fiji IslandS and my friend Mr. :Mani 
La! of :Mauritius who. has recently gone to Fiji has sent me a letter asking me if we can be 
moved to ask the Government of India to stop indentured 'labour because that system in itself is 
most degrading to our self-respe~t. 'There ar~ indentured Indians in Trinidad, West Indies, 

t and British Guiana and all suffer from the sa me. disabilities ; and, gentlemen, it is our bounden 
duty here in the Congress as well as outside the pongress, w~etber we are rich men or poor men, 
wl1ether we are educated men or middle class men, to go amongst the· people and ask them 

· not to sign the indenture. and if possible press the Gover~ment here never to allow the IJYStem to . 

continue even for a moment (cheers.) · 

No. C. Y. CBINTAM~NI (Allahabad) :-Mr. President, Brother Delegates, Ladies 

Srijnt 
Pramath· 

Nath 
Banerji. 

Mr. 
Madanjit 

and Gentlemen : It is somewhat embarrassing for a junior in the rariks of Congressmen to Mr. t. Y. 
have to follow so many Generals and Lieutenant-Generals of the Congress army. At the Chintamani 
same time the task of such a junior is lightened considerably by the fact that his duty is done 
if he faithfully dots the l's and crosses the T's of wha\ the previous speakers have said. I find 
myself in that position. After the speech of t the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale it is absolutely 

s\'perfluous for me or for any other apeaker to take up the time of this Consress with an 
attempt .at a recital of the various grievances from which our countrymen in South Africa are 
suffering, or ,an exposition of the case of· these countrymen of ours or the methods which 
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. · d '" · to better their condition. The problem is a two-fold one. One shonld be adopte wm> II v>ew . . . 
Mr. C. Y. . . f 1 1 d · South Africa . ami the other ts whether those wl>o a1·e not 

Chlntaminl is the condtt!On o t tose a rea Y tn • • • 
there but who are still in this country and might wislt to emtgrate to. South Afrtca are t~ he 

·-

permitted to go there or .not. But the question whetb~r we here destre to go there or not 18 a 
· N 1 t M Gandhi has done is not only to fight for the bettennent of the different one. ow "' l& r. . . • 

condition of those who are al~ady there, but also to . secure the permtssto~ •.n the eye of the 
law for those who are not there to go tbere whenever they choose. · Eqnahty ~D the eye of the 

I · tl · · 1 f wl>ich :Mr Gandhi started the passive resistenoe campatgn and onltered a" u; 1e prmetp e or . ,.. 
hardships for 80 long a time as Mr. Gokhale has. explained to us. 

1 
But if the . right of un-

._restricted immigration of Indians into South AfriCa, even as a matte~ of ftult It were pltul
ticable, is to be insisted upon, the difficult arises· that the South African Government have 
neither the willingness no~ tbe ability to talie any steps with a view to redress the grievances of 
those who are already there. The South African Goveriunent is a co.nstitutional one, re.•ponsi

ble to the people of South Africa and no Government has a chance of living for :2-l hottrs unless 
the feeling of the whites in South Africa is respected. And the feeling ~f the whites in South 
A£rica may be imagined rrom this single fact in reg~rd to Mr. GokhaJ.,'s vi•it which has been 

· .,.;elcomed by the Government. A. correspondent o[ a Earopesn journal wrote that those 
Europeans who had taken part in the reception to Mr. Gokhale were a disgrace to the white riUlO 
(cries of shame). That simple fact indicates the feeling among the whites in South Africa 
and there is another circumstance which yon must bear in mind, Even those few Englishmen or 
Dutchmen in South Africa who are prepared to render 881listance'to the Indian cause and the 
members of Parliament, in England interested in the South African question headed by Lord 
Ampthill who has done great service on behalf of Indians (cheers) are prepared to work only on 
tlus footing, that there will not be unrestricted emigration from India to South Africa • 
Just as we in India are content with slow prog~, are content with equality in the eye of the 

. . 
law and gradually hope to attaining greater freedom by gradual administrative tn"""llres, in the 
same ·way the Indian in Soutlt _ Arrica must also be content with slow progress, with the 
redress of their ·grievances, with the assertion. of the · right of their countrymen to go tl>ere 
so far as the legal right is concerned. That has been secured by Mr. Gandhi. As a result uf 
Mr. Gandhi's labours as well as of :Mr. Goklt~te's visit atld interviews with the Suuth African 

· Ministe~, valuable consessions are going to be offered, 80 far-as we "'!e able to junge from 
what we have been told, , and the condition , of the Indians there will be, appreciably better 
than what it 'is to-day. The position taken up by Mr. Gokl18le and Mr. Gandhi ia 
absolutely correct. It is made clear by the fact that in . the most recent' public meeting 
held in Bombay convened by the Sheriff with Sir Pherozeshah Mehta on the platform, when 
Mr. Polak took np the SS1pe position. ·The memorial submitted-by that meeting at Bombay 
to the Government of India asked for•the s&me· 'concessions as those for which Mr. Gandhi 
in South Africa and Mr. Gokhale have asked for ; 80 that until a few days ago we did not kljiiW 

t~at there was any difference between tho position taken up by Mr. Gandhi, and the posi
tion, taken u~ by the leaders in Bombay. We in this Congr ... are reaffirming our lB>!t 
yea_r_s resolu~ton ; and we are reaffirming our right o[ immigration into all parts of the 
Bntish E_mplfe and protesting against the assertion of the whites in South Africa and 
other ~laces · that Indians ought not to go there and at the same time insisting upon the redress of ' 
th~ gnevances of those of onr • countrymen who ar~' already there. In this · we are simply 
domg >1vhat the leaders ·in I d' d · · S h ' • n 1a an ID out Afrtca have all along ever since the agitation 
was started, been contending for Tl. · th f · b 1 ' . · · >ere ts ere ore a so utely no controversy upon this 
matter and there ought not to h b · · 

. . ave een any controversy among any section of the community 
· at any time on this matter (cheers). 

Mr. Kedar M K -
Nath. R. EDARNATH, (GAYA) :-

' Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen; 

It is almost with a heart full of sorr . . 
resolution It is our 

10
• ·f t 

1 
- . ow, a heart bleedmg, that I rise to oupport this 

· Isorunet>atatattmead' 
proclaimed throughout tl ld h • n 18 a season when peace and goodwill should be 

. te wor ' t ere comes to th -·' d h . man who has ~isited th · us e s .... an eart-rendmg news from a 
the wi.shes of the p: copl:'ttrly and ~~rsonally made. hintself acquainted with 't. he wants and 

tere, tuat our countr 1 . 
treated there as helots and as 1 G ymen, a arge sect10n of them are being 

s aves. entlemen, Christian Europe has laughed at our cast~ 
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• 
11ystem has been fierce in 't d · t' · f 1 · · • I s euuncta ton. o t tat system, because according to it it perpetuates 
the distinction between man and man Doe• not tlte Cltr'tst'tan · r Cl · t' 

• • , l3 ' consmence o uts tan 

Europe • awak~n (t this sight of these pedple to whom it owes tile prosperity of its land being 
treated hke ammals and e1•en worse titan animals? Ladies and gentlemen, I was told, we 

ltave all been told that the underlying cause of all this trouble is that the British settlers 

there are dominated by the thought that if they relaxed the law they would be simply swamped 

by Indian immigrants. Let them be told once for all that the Indian here hos no ambition 

to go ont of his country, He is too ho;,.e-loriug for that. If he is taken to S011th Africa 

.or to any other country, it is by the alhtrcments offered by tho recruiters, But. gentlemen, 
the clouds will. clear np, a bright future is before our countrymen· in South Africa. All credit 

to Mr. Gandhi and his self sacrificing compatriots that they lu>ve shown us the way to work ; 

we will achieve success in the end and trinmph. . Onr cause is just. n is founded, it is based 

.on righteoliSness and it is bound' to triumph. Ladies and gentlemen,· after the experi~nc: we 

have had of these recruitet'S anJ theh• methods and the doom .to which onr Cotllltt•ymen have 

been lead by them . in Sotttlt Africa, is it too much to expect "that these people, tltese very 

recruiters will bring about tr~ubles nearer home in other ways also and has not the ~ime come 

when these recruiters should be told that they have absolutely nothing to do witl1 this country 

.and that otlr conntrymeu shall have nothing to do with any foreiglt land 1 (cheers.) 

Mr. Kedar 
Nath. 

Tus Hmr'BLB Mn. GOKHALB::._l want to add one more· clause.' I propose that Hon'ble 
this additional clause be added to the resolution, "that the President do despatch the Mr. Gokhale 

following message to Mr. Gandhi:-" The Congress reaffinns la.•t year's resolution; expres-

8e8 its .warmest, appreciatiod of your efforts and o~sm·es yon and your fellow-workers of the 

·COUntry's whole hearted support," 
' The original proposition with this addition· was put to the meeting and unanimously 

~rried. 

Tus PnssiDENT-Gentlemen, before I ftome to the foqrth resolution there is one thing 

which it is . necessary far me to impress upon the gentlemen ,who have so 'kindly undertaken 

to speak on the various resolutions. Y<>U have got only two days befot•e yon. It is now 10 

minutes to S and you have practically done what •we might call one-t•ntlt or one-eigth of 

your work; So fat as I am concerned, · I am willing to .. siay for even. 8 or 4 days if our 

Behar friends will have the Con!l'ress for four days ; but your loaders cannot afford to stay 

and therefore to snit their convenienc~ we have to restrict the right of the speakers. I 

know that gentlemen who are called upon to speak have much to instruct us about ; but 

I beg all of them to kindly observe the time limit laid down from. the year 1887 1·iz. 10 

minutes for the proposer and 5 minutes for the seconder and the supporters. It is a 'very 

painful thing for me to pull up any of my friends ; jt is a most unpleasant duty forced . 

upon me and I ha\·e to carry it out however unpleasant it . may be. I now call upon the 

Hon'ble Mr. Subba Rao to move the fo11rth resolution. I 

The 11'ublla Service eommlsslon. 

THE· HoN'DLB Mn. SunnA RAo Pantulu, Madras, \vho, on rising~ was 

~beers said:-The resolution which i have tlte honour to move·r1ms thus: . 

I·~ceived with Hon'ble Mr. 
. Subba l{ao. 

"(a) This Congress records its sense of satisfa~tioo at the appointment of tho Royal 

Commission on Indian Publlc Service and while expressing its regret at the inadequacy of the 

non-official Indian element thereon, .trusts that the deliberations of the Commiss~n will 

1 
. · 't' of Indian claims to appointment in the various departments 

reau t m the JUSt recogm 1011 , 

of the Public Service. 

Th
. c' ' • tlte introduction of the reforms outlined . below :-(b) IS ongress urge · . 

(
1

) The holding of the open competitive eJ<aminatio~ for the Indian. Civil~ervice 

(2) 

(3) 

d P bl
, S · · es now recruited in England sunultaneously m lndta and 

an n 10 erv1c · 

in England; 
. t f tl 

8 
public ser;ices as a rule by means of competitive 

The recrmtmen o 1 

examinations and not by a system of nomination ; ' 

Of the d·
1
v'tsion ~f services into Imperial and Pr.ovincial as now 

The abolition 
a
' nd tlte equalisa. ti<m of the conditions of service as between 

constituted, 



· Hon'ble Mr. 
Subba Rao (!) 

(5) 

(6) 

'(7) 

(8) 
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Europeans and Indians ; . . 
· f 11 les o~ders not.ifications and circulars wh1ch expressly 

The abrogatiOn o a ru , ' . 
·n effect debar Indians as such from any appointment ill any department ; 

or 
1 

,. 1 f t . t" ns against the appointment of persons other than 
'l'he remo~a o res ric 10 

members "';,r the Indian Civil Service in certain high and miscellaneous 

Offices; 

t. of tl e Executive and Judicial functions and services. 
The complete sepnra 100 • . 

The creation of a distinct judicial service to be recrmted from among membe~ of 
the legal profession, and a proportionate curtailment of the cadre oHhe lnd1an 

Civil Service ; 
The constitution of a distinct India~ · Civil Medical Service for Civil Medical 

appoiutuients and the restriction of members of the Indian Medical Service to 
military posts only, the designation of the Indian Medical Service to be changed 

to Indian Military Medical Service ; -

The closing of'all Indian Servic'!S to the natives of tho.se British Col~nies where 

Indians are not eligible for service." 

Gentlemen, this is indeed a very long r"'!olution, covering a nuUJber of important points 
affecting us and asking for reforms.in the constitution of the public service in various directions. 
The )Ion'ble Mr. Gokhale has pointed to you that we should secure our status in the Empire ; 
but before we can secure our status in the Empire, it is our duty to secure our fslatus at Home. 
in our own country and the tale with regard to our statM is one which he who runs may read. 
No doubt the statute of 1833 and the Proclamation of Her Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria 
have secured to us privileges and rlghts similar to those' ·of our British si1bjects. She has . 
declared by that proclamation that, "so far as may be, our subjects , of whatever· race or. 
creed be freely and impavtially admitted to office: in' our service, the duties of which they ma1 
be qualified by their educatimi, ability and integrity duly to discharge"-not by virtue of colour 
or creed but by virtue of ability, integrity they are able to discharge. So far sa theory is 
concerned, our position is perfectly clear; but as I have said when we come t .. 
the ·present circumstances, the tale is, as I have said, one . which 
he who runs may read . and the position ia perfectly clear. It is 
by various rules and regulations, by the recommendations . of the" last Public Service Com
mission that there have bee~ constituted two services,· one called the Imperial, recruited 
in England and composed mainly of Europeans, and the other called tl1e Provincial 
recruited in India and composed mainly of Indians, the higher appointments being 
reserved to Europeans of the Imperial Service and the lower appointment& to Indiana of. 
the Provincial Senice. That is the broad line of distinction that characteri•es the two ser
vices. The second characterisation of these two services is that the number of higher 
appointments in the Imperial service aa compardd with the l1igher appointments ic the 
Provincial service is anything between 9 to 1 and 6 to 1. If you look at the general out
line of ~he way in which these· services are recruited in England where tlte examinations are 
held, yon will find that with regard .to -some departments the door is practically closed t .. , 
Indians, For instance, the Police department. Those who ·have to compete at the 
examination have to be< British born subjects of His Majesty. Indians are not 
admitted 'at all to these examinotions. In fact, yon may be surprised to hear that parents 
are warn:d that, i!' order to prevent disappointment, in cases of doubt, where there is some 
admixture of non-European blood, an application should be made to the Secretary of 
State-in-Council for a decision ao. to the candidate's eligibility to compete for the exami- · 
nation. In the case of Public Works, 10 per cent of the appointments are allowed to 

, Indians, the remaining 90 per cent being reserved to British born subjects of His Majesty. 
Then there are some examinations in which all the natural born subjects of His Majesty 
are allowed to compete Indians, Europeans, colonists and all kinds of people are allowed to 
compete, but unfortun~tely the examination is held in England and not in India. The 
result of that is that very few Indians are eligible, very few natives are able to come out of that 
examination. In fact, since that examinati?n has been instituted from the year 1868 up
to-date we have got at present only 64 ont of something over , 1,200 and odd Europeans 
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in the service, that i• to say, 5 per cent of those who h ld h' h' · · · . o 1g appomtments m Ind1a are 
Nat1ves, the other 9~ per cent being t!:uropeans. I shall read to you briefly a sho;t extract Hon'ble Mr. 
fropt the recommendatwns of the committee appointed b.y tl S ta f S . N. Subba . . , 1e ecre ry o tate m 1860. Rao, · 
As regards the u!'w1sdom of holding these examinations in Englabd, the_ Committee said:-

" P~actica~ly, however they (I?dians) a;c exclude\~. The law declares thorn eligible, 
but the difficulties opposed to a native leaving India and 'd' · E 1 d f · . , res1 mg m l ng an or a time, 
are so gr~t, _that, as ~ g~neral rule, it is almost impossible for a native s11ccessfully to compete 
at the penod1cal eJ;ammatiOns held in England: . 

Were this inequality removed we should no longer be exposed to the charge of keeping 
the pr~mis~ to _the e~r and breaking it to the hope. Two modes have been suggested by which 
the Object 1D VIew m1ght be attained. The first is by allotting a certain portion of the total 
DUD)ber of appointments declared in. each year to be competed for in India by Natives and by 
all other natural born subjects of Her Majesty· resident • in ,India. The second is to hold 
simultaneously two examinations one in England and one in India, · both being as far as 
practicable, identical in their nature, and those who' compete iO: both the countries being finally 
classified in one list, according to merit by the Civil Service Commissioners. The Committee 
have no hesitation . in giving the preference to the second scheme as being the fairest and the 

, . most in accordance with the principles of a general competition for a common object". 

Thus, so far· back as 1860, simultaneous examinations were recommended by 
a Committee appointed by the Secretary · of Sate whose members were members . . 

• 

of the Secretary of State's Cquncil. Thus, gentlemen,- you see how Indians have 
been handicapped _by the I. C. S. examinations being held in England. So also 
is the case in regard to the Indian Medical Service. The examination is held in 
England. Apart from these two modes of recrnitment there is a. third mode and 
that is i)y nomination by the Secretary of State. He recruits, he nominates people to the 
educational, to. the survey, to the telegraph, to the veterinary, to the forest and. other 
departments, and in all these the n1les lay down distinctly that preference should be given 
to 'gradutes of the Universi~ies of the United Kingnom. In the Forest Department, for 
instance, it is pnt down that a fair knowledge of English and Eleme!'tary Mathematics· 
and either French oi German is ne~essary~ thus practically excluding Indians from being 
appointed to the forest department .. You find in the Survey _department,' for intance, . that 
the qualification laid dow~ is a University degree,. .and a knowledge of· French or ·German 
will be regarded as wiportant. As regards the Telegraph department, it is stated in the 
rules that it is chiefly recruited from the United Kingdom. In the Veterinary department, 
it is stated that candidates .!1'-ust possess a diploma from the' Royal College of V eterinnry 
Surgeons in England. Thus; gentlemen, whether the examination is open. to the natural 

· born subjects of His Majesty or whether it is open only ,to the British born subjects of Hi8 

Majesty or whether it is confined exclusively. to nomination yon find practically_ it is Europeans 
. that get into these' services and thus it is that the Imperial service has come to be mainly 
recruited from Europeans. The position was well recognised by Mr. Montagu, the Under 
Secretaty of State, who said that the result of the present system was that in almost all services, 
Indians were shut out from the more important and highly paid posts. At present, Indian hold some_ 
thing like 8·6 posts in all appointme~ts carrying a salary of over Rs. 1,000 a month.o This ques
tion is like an ugly boil on the face. It stares every o~e in the face ; and therefore it has become 
necessary to appoint a R~yal . Commission and that Royal Commission has arrived in India 
and begins its sittings in,Madras on the 8th of January. The terms of reference to the 
Commission are indeed very wide, very much, wider than those of the last Public Service 
Commission. This Royal Commission is presided over by one from England, Lord IslingtoD 1 
whereas the previous commission was presided over by a member of ~he Indian Civil Service, 
Sir Charles Aitchison, Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab. Whereas the previous commiss~n 
entirely excluded from its purview the manner of recruitment and the conditions of service 
attaching to those who pass out _in England, the present tenns of reference ask the commission 
to examine the whole question of the recruitment for the public services and to recommend 
Bllch changes as they may deem expedient. They have to examine the methods of recruitment, 
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. d"t" f salary pension a~d l..;.ve and also 
d motion ~he con 1 10ns o • 

•he systems of training an pro ' f Europeans working under tl1e existing 
H 'ble Mr · · th ploymen t o non- • 
N
ODS bb • snch limitations as still ex1st 11! e em. . 

1 
. d . "al Therefore two very important 

• u a. . . . . . ·nto 1mperta an provmct . • • 
Rao. system of the dmSIOD of · sernces 1 

• • • Th fi. stand the most important quell-
. f . d tion for this commlsston. e r t 

questions arise or consl era . t" · England and in India. Tha 
. h ld be simultaneous examma lOllS ID 

tion is whether there s on . . but its verdict was against India. 
hi h idered by the last commtsston, 

is a question w c was cons . t" 8 should be held in India as 
. d . bl that simultaneous exammn ton 

They said that it was ma VIsa 6 t" h" h has to be considered in this con-
. E I d N one important ques Jon w tc ' 

it is done m ng an · ow I f any particular clase of people among those 
nection is whether there should be any monopo y 

0 
• b of places should be 

f the examination, whether a certam num er 
who pass out o . 

1 
f H" MaJ"esty's subjects among the number that 

reserved to a particular c ass o ts • I h 
"nation . in other words so far as the Europeans are cuncerned w let er 

pass out of the examt . . ' . . t eans in the service. That is an important 
. th r< should be an irreductble mmtmnm o Europ . . ·. "d 

~ . · · "d d. 1 t time by the Public Service Commission and they sn1 
question whtch was const ere as . I I d" ' 

h ld b 
· --• ible minimum and that was also followed 11p by t te n 1a 

that there s on e an Jr ..... nc . . • • 

G t d h n "r Herbert Paul moved htS resolntton on &lmnltsneoos examt-
overnmen ; an w e .w. • • • 

nations, as the President pointed out, tho reference ~ the Government of lndta was to examtne 

that resolutioll with reference to this one condition, vtz., to provide for an adequate nllmber 
of Europeans in the Bervice of 'tbe c~nntry.. Now once that condition is attach~d . to that,.

reference the result was a forgone conclusion. So long as there should he a atmnltaneoos 

examination, it is impossible to pro~ide for an adequate number of any cl888 o~ His· Majesty's 

subjects. It may be that in the examination the required number may not come. np. It _ma~ be 

possibl-hypothetically we may assnm&-that iiny one.clase ma! not succeed in t~at ~xammatto~. 
Tberefore so long as that condition existed, there cannot be Slmnltaneoua exammatton held ID 

England and in India. Therefore, we must take "it that this condition of an irreducible mi11imum 

· , or an adequate number of any class of !Jis Majesty's lnbjects should go ; and unleaa that 

condition goes we can have no simultaneous examination. I lay emphasis on this fact 

because, before the last comissision, evidence "as tendered by som~ Mabomedan gentlemen 

in which 'they urged that they would not have simultaneous examinatio.ns becaose if sucb 

an exami11ation were held they would have no place in that examination and therefore they would 

rather prefer to have nominatipn. The majority of witnesses coming from the Mahomedan 

eommunity gave evidence in that way ; and on the strength of that evidence the Public Service 
1 

Commission (a voice:-" That is not the only ground")-of conroe that is one of the ground• put 

forward-and also npon other reasons they negatived this proposal. Therefore, gentlemen, this 
I 

is an important point, which has to be borne in mind by all commnnitiea • inbabiting the 

eountry whether they are Hindus, whether they are Mahomedans, or Sikhs or whether they belong 

to any other class of His Majesty's subjects, vi:., so long as yon want representation in the 

public service, so long yon cannot have an open competitive examination. If yon want rerresenta

tion, you must have recourse to'nomination only. Nomination means favouritism, whereas open 

eompetitive examination means the high road-the most bononrable way as Lord Macaulay 

said, to enter the public service. The question ia whetber you would elect the most honourable 

way to enter the public service or whether you would enter the service by the back door of 

.nomination. Evidence will be forthcoming before the Commission from :Mahomedans, Sikhs, 

Jains, and members of tbe other classes; and I wisb they will remember this omi fact that if 

they wa~ representation they mll8t be content with nomination and favonr. Therefore, gentle

men, we must streni10118ly oppose all representation of classes iq the public service whether they 
are Europeans, whether they are Indians . or whether they are of any other nationality, It 
follows from thiil, gentlemen, that the present division of Imperial and Provincial Services as now 

constituted must go and we also ask that, as ~ general rule, all entries ,to the public aervica 

should be by competitive examinations. You may remember that at the last public service 

commission one of the. recommendations made was that the Provincial Service· should be 

·recruited partly by competitive examinations and partly by nomitiation or by promotion from 

the lower ranks. Well, the competitive system was ' introduced in various provinces ; but 

gradually the Government found it more convenient to select people and later on tbey found it 
more convenient to promote people from the lower ranks.~ At present the matter stands tbus. It. 
is only in the Punjab that you have a limited competition for two or three posts ; but with regard 

to all other provinces except Madras, .the recruitment is by selection, ~ot by competition,-and . . 
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according to favour and there yonngmen will have t -t. 1 • . 
" f I h . . T o en er t te servtces accordmg to the favour . • 
o t te aut ortttes. o Madras alone is reserved tl h . Hon'ble Mr 

. . . ;e onour of domg away with both the • 
competttwn and selection and the recruitment is co 6 d t' 1 . . N. Subba 

I 
_ n ne en Ire y to what ts called promotwn Rao 

'from the ower ranks, so much so that the result i tl t 1 • • . . . , . s 1a a person w 10 •• promoted from the 
ranks can ne.ver hope to me, not to speak of topping tl )' t · 1e IS , even up to the middle rung 

. of the ladder, Therefore, gentlemen, we must moke it a •condition that it must be obligatory 

on tl~e part of the Government that for the recruitment for appointments of over Rs. 200, 

that IS ~ say, for the Provincial service, as it is now constituted, the recruitment . must be by 

. compettt!On and not by selection ot· by promotion· from the lower ranks. No. doubt sl>me 

portion of the appointments will be left. for promotion from the lower ranks and then we ask 

that. there should be an .. open door to ~11 His Majesty's subjects in· all departments of the public 

serVIce and to all appomtments. Then we come ,to the judicial service. The resolution asks 

that there should be a distinct judicial service and that it should be recruited frnm the legal 

profession, that there should be a separation of the judicial and .executive functions. So also 

it asks fof the recreation of a civil niedical service and lastly it asks .that the door should be 

closed to Natives of Bl'itish colonies while Indians ore not eligible forl!ervice in the colonies 

(The President sounded his gong). Therefore, gentlemen, I don't wish to detain you further ; 

my voice is not sufficiently strong to speak at length on this subject ; but the questions coming 

up before the commission are of the highest importance, affecting our self-respect, affecting our sta

tus, and affecting our very eJ<istence in tltis country. Therefore, gentlemen, we have to concentrate 

our eiiortll and see that we are all, more or less, practically ·unanimous in the evidence which we 

give before the Commission. No doubt the comminssion is not adequately represented by Indians 

as the sole representative of the non-official ele.:Oent on ~he commission, leaving out Mr,. Madge 

who represents the Anglo-Indian Community is Mr. Gokhale. He is a host in, himself. We lu•ve got 

one peculiarity in the const\tntion of this Commission and it is that half the number of inembers 

are Englishmen, that is to say, practically those who have not had very mnch to do with the 

actual administration of. tit~ country. I mean the que~tion is .practically a question between 

the Civil Sefrice and the Indians, and, therefore, the resolutio}l says that we trust that the delibera-_ 

tiona of the eommission will result in the just recognition of the Indian claims to appointments 

to the various departments of the public service. With these words, gentlemen, I place the 

feaolution before yon fof your acceptance. (cheers) 

Taa HoN'nLB Ru BAHAnua BAIKUNTH NATa SRN BENGAL, in seconding the Hon'ble Rai 

resolution, said :-Mr. President, Brother-Delegates, Ladies and Gent!emen,-I have been Bahadur 
en~rliSted with the duty of seconding this fesolution. This is a resolution by which the Baikonth 

. . h R I C . . I d" P bl' S . Nath Sen. Congress expresses its opmion es regards t e oya ommtsston on n tan u tc ernces 

which has been appointed and which is to commence its work very soon. We are all law

abiding men, we Congress men. Our self-made laws enjoin upon me obedience to the' chair. 

I have been allotted five minutes or at the most seven. And within these five minutes or seven 

given as a grace, I must finish my remarks in as condensed a way as I can. Now, Gentlemen; 

in tb~ first place with regard to the ,constitution· of the comntission itself this Congress 

while expressing its satisfaction, .that a Commission bas been appointed, it expresses its . 

regret at the inadequacy of· the representation of the non-official elemellt in 'it. If 1 have to 

go into details, it will take some time which I bave not got any my disposal. We have got only 

two non-official gentlemen on tl)e commission. Then, notwithstanding ,that, we still eutettain 

8 hope and ..;e trust that the commission after its deliberations will come to COQClusions. 

which will Ie~d to . the just recognition of . Indian claims to
1 

appointments in .the. various 

depaTtments of the Public · Ser~ice.' From 1858 when Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen 

Victoria was pleased to issue the proclamation, which we always clahn as ot~r Magna . ~har~
from thoit• time we bad been entertaining hopes of having a larger share m the adnuntstratwn 

and of getting and ~ecuring higher appointments . in the different branches. of the 
• 1 d' th t' a commission was oppointed, m 1886 

administration an4 notwtt tstan mg a 
· h 't a resolution was passed in the House of 

I believe, and notwithstandmg t a 
Commons for simultaneous examinations for the Civil Service in India and in Englond 

h 
have not been .fulfilled. Notwithstanding thot, we 

enme years ago, our opes . • 
· · 'Ug• e u• · satisfoction. Now 

still entertoin a hope . that . the present conuutsswn WI . v 
· th C urges the introduction o.f the 

you have got eigh,t beads in, •the Resolution t.e., e ongress 
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refonns out.lined in tliese eight clauses. It is not for us to dictate ; it is merely our expreP. 
Hon'ble . f . 

1 
Tl re all w1Iat we desire I condense them further and I urge that the 

B N 81on o a wtst~ tese a · 
Babn • • main things which we covet at, which we aim at, and which we wish to have, .• are first, 

Sen. simultaneous Civil Service examinations in England and in India, and. op~n competi.tJOn next, 

Next we wRut that preference should be given tb competitive exammat10ns. ~ervicea sh~uld 
not be mRde dependent 00 nomination. Nomination, as a. rnl.e, Ehould be dispensed With, 
By that I do not me•n to say-and the wording of our resolution IS also to that effec~that, as a 

1 
· t t cruitments should be made exclliSively by competitive examinations because 

Dr. D. 

ru e, app'nn men s or re . . . . . 
we c•n't expect tluit the Government would deprive Itself altogether of the nght of nommat~on, 
Some appointments should be .kept at the. disposal of the Government ; bt~t, aa a rule, appomt.
ments should be made on the basis of competition. Then what we want IS that there should be 
separ8tion of judicial and executive functions altogether. We l1ave been urging for this, year 

after ye•r and for a long series of years. It has been admitted by Government that it is 
absolutely necessary;-that it.is a· counsel of perfection ; but still for some reason or otl1er, the 

messure hos not been given effect to. Now we urge upon the_ Royal Commission to give effect 
to that.' Then what we wish is that the recruitment for the judicial service should be made from 

th.-Iegal professioJI. The tecruitmentS to be made from the open competitive simultaneous 

Civil Senice examination~ should be confined to fill the executive branch. Those who p8SB· in 
these examinations should -~ndergo a further training. With regard to those who pass the 

simultaneous Civil Service examination in India, I would urge that the view which waa taken 

-by the minority of the Commission in 1886 should be adopted that those who pSSB in India 
should go to England and receive training there at least for a couple of years. Similarly, I 
would urge that those who pass in England should also come to India and get training here 

for a couple of yesrs and then receive their appointments (Hear, Hear and Cheers). Then in 

other branches what we suggest is that a larger number of appointments should be given to 
Indians. Gentlemen,. and brother delegates, you know tl1at the Government baa 
~njomed by varioliS ·resolutions a certain irreducible minimum of Europeans in the se.Vice, • 

Well, that irreduc!ble mmtmum is a gr•.at block in the • way of appointment 
- of Indians. Time has OJTived when my countrymen, my Indian brethren, have by theil" 

acquisitions, by their qualifications, by their ability, fitness, integrity and honesty, made 

themselves fit for filling up a larger number of higher appointments. Formerly, of comse, 
it might be said . in 1833 or in 1858 that there was a paucity· of fit men fol" filling up these 
high posts ; but those days are gone. I claim on behalf of the Congress to assert that now 

a sufficiently largo number of persocs can be bad who would fill np these higher appointinenta 
with equal, if not greater, ability than those gentlemen who have been filling up these posts. 

_ These are the different matters to which the attention of the members of the commission should 
be drawn and evidence should be placed before them. Material should be p1aced before them 

to justify them in fulfilling our expectations. There is one branch_ of this resolution which i& 
number seven in the items, and should be dealt with by better bands, by medical men who would 
be in a better position to explain the subject i and aa I find my- esteemed friend Dr. Nilratan 
Sircar is one of the speakers, I dare say, I might safely leave that part of the resolution to his • 

c•re. With these t'emarks; gentlemen, I ask yon to accept this Resolutio~ (cheers.), 

:Qn. DEVAPRABAD SnnYADHIKARI (Bengal), in ~upporting the resolution, said:-Mr. 

Sarvadhl
kari. 

~re•illent, b~ther-delegates, ladies and gentlemen,-The resolution which has been just proposed 
and seconded bas been described to you by the mover as too long. - To me it appeared to b& 

fkr too short, considering the :,large number of questions t~.J.at bas been already circulated by 
the Commission for being answered liy those interested in the vital questions raised in. that 
series of · questiona. It is not possible, however, to go into the whole of these details, and the 
subjects' commitee has rightly centred its attention on the salient features affecting the vital 
issues now before the country. People used to tell themselves and one another that whenever 
there was a desire to she! ve any particular ques~i'?n which was far too ripe ' to delay solution. 
a commission has only to be appointed and the question was shelved; and not aolved, indefinitely. 
I do not know whether this is another such commission; and whether the questions that have 
long been before - ns are still further to be indefinitely shelved or whether their solution is to
be expedited_ remains to be seen, that is to 1ay, at the end of two years which this commission 
will certainly take. The resolution before us calls upon us to • rejoice that a , commission bas 
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been appointed apd I snppose it is sound and dutiful to do so in the hope that ultimately 
thare may be something tangible to rejoice abont In the meantime, a variety of . questions 

, regarding the schemet ;which had long ago been prepared and matured will. have to, hang fire 

and to be shelved~uestionR like the improvememt of the subordinate judicial and executive 
services, the improvement of the subordinate educati~nal, and police services which had been 
threshed threadbare in the Legislative Councils, lmper1~1 and Provincial, in. the last five years, 

which were said to be near solution. We were told that we were ·near the solution 

of the question of the s~paration of the jndicial am! executive services; . and .that ·was 
inevitable after · the recommendations of the Decentralisation Commission; and now ·we 

have another commission which will still fnrther !lela~ . the matter. It reminds 
me, gentlemen, of the troubles of a iitigant with which lawyers are familiar. It is not diffi- · 
cult at times to get a decree, but it is diffi.?nlt to fine! a sheriff strong enough, capable enough 

and willing enough to. execute that .decree. We have, decrees by successive ·commisoioners 
in our favour. We have decrees from the· time of Her: Gracious Majesty's Proclamation 

of 1858 onwards; but where is the executioq ? is what the sickened heart asks. · Well, I 
suppose we must wait. Jn the meantime, it is our duty to place aU the evidence we can, 
unitedly before ·the commission, so that there might be no differenciated issues_ raised and it 

m~y be possible for them to hold their hands. with regard to _those matters and almos~ 
commonplace qu;_tions regarding which we are obliged to ask them for indulgence. That. 

' ,' . ' . 
there should be eimultaneous examinations, that no appointment should be given ·except by 
competitive examination'l are matters regarding which collection of materials is unnecessary ; · 

it is only decision. and execution that is necessary. While I was coming here, i .was reminded· 

by the President tl•at the previous speakers had not dealt with subclause (8) Qf the resolution. 

That refers to the request regarding the closing of the ~ndian service to the natives of those 
Britieh Colonies where Indians are· not eligible for service. That, I suppose, ·has to follow 

after all that is happening abroad. Where Indian interests are concerned it may be harmless 
enough, a pinwick, which possibly has its uses if not in active and effective administration at 

least by way of protest 'from representatives of the people of India gathered together for 
· considerations of ·these vital questions. There are other matters that have been referred 

to regarding which there might. ll,. a field for·diflerence of opinion. For example whether 

following simultaneous examination; there ought or ought not to be compulsory training in 
England. Public· opinion is evenly ranged on either side of the question and evidence 

with regard to these matters will have to be carefully gone thro11gh. But there . is one matter 
which is not referred to in·· all the items now before us and that is the age question.. We 

thought when the age under the Civil Service ,Regulations was raised; the country was going 
to benefit, but, judgi~g by rssults-I do not know what the reason may be-our expectation• 
have been realized by oill' admirable system · of examination and training. We so happen 
to cniBn out all there is in. our 'young men that by the . time they attain the mature age 

of 21 there !a vary little left in them. Probably what is every whare good at 19 is not good 
for us at 'l!l, · whereas the 'English bo:y: in the meantime scores. I just throw this by way 

of incidental observation for the consideration of those who have this question to consider and 
finally to decide. 'With these observations, I have groat pleasure in supporting the resolution 

entrusted to my care ( che•.rs ). - ' 

Dr. Deva 
Prasad' 

Sa"adhl
kari. 

P
. · G N NA~R .M1onl. (United Provinces) in 1upporting the resolution, said:- ' 

. ANDIT OHARA • '. J • • Poodit· 
Mr. President, brother-delegates, ladies and gentlemen.. The re~olutwn which ! have the Gokarao 

· h · rt h already been dwelt at length bf the preVIous speakers. I wllf only Misra. onor to suppo as . , 

k 
· hr · ts "ich are contained in that resolutiOn and deal w1th them so far as ta e two or t ee pom f.1 . , · , . . · 

· th U' ·ted Provinces is concerned. The first questiOn wh1ch affects us 
my own proVInce e . m • . .. . . 

, 1 ld 1 ~afore the Public Service CommJs&Jon IB the question of the 
most and wh1ch we s lOU ay •• . ; . . . 

; le by means of competitive exammohons and not by means 
recmitment of public serv1ce as a ru . · . . . . 

. . G 
1 

w1·n all remember that m the year 1894, dunng the admmJs-
of nommat10n. ent omen,. you . , 

C th •t for the first time a system was mtroduced· by which the 
tration of Sir Charles ross wa1 e, • . 

. II ·· th United Provinces Wfre asked to nommate the names of the 
heads of the various co eges m 0 • . . • • 

. d th Government used to select the candidates out of the nomJ-
graduntes m these colleges an e . 'I 

· ' it D ty Collectorships. ThiS system preva1 ed for about 
nated candidates, for the posts 0 epll · G f 

h S. A tony MacDonnell came as the Lieutenant- overnor o 
three or four years. Then w en Jr n 
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( a ) 

the United Provincee he introdnced the ~ompetitive syetem; The 'competitive, system waa 

heiled 
88 

a great pri~lege . by the educatedlmiddle classes in my province and all br.illiant gra

duates offered themselvee for competition and the re&ult wae that ·very good recrmtment waa 

effected 
80

. far as the executive service was ;concerned. I remember it was four years after 

that w~en Lord Curzon proclaimed his famoiiS resolution by which the ·competitive bamina

ti~n~ in all other provinces of India were to be ab?lished, th,e ~m~etitive ~~amination in ~he 
united Provinces was also abolished and the system of nommat1on wns mtroduced wh1ch 

system had this defect that it was impossible for any middle cl888 ,graduate to get into the 

encntive public service. Only those gradnates were given appointments who were the sons of 

·big landlords, or who belonged to the aristocratic: cl888es ; but to the educated middle classes 

the door of recruitment was absolutely closed. With a sligqt modification that rule has con

tinued up to the present time. We all from the United Provincee should protest when the 

Puhlic Service Co~misslon comes to our province, that the recruitment by means of competi

tive examination must be introdnced. This is the first point, . gentlemen, I- beg to lay before 

· JOU. 

The second point which l also wish· to lay before )OU out of these varioDB pointi 

is that at present you must have he&rd that in the various Head-Assistants of Commissioner'& 

office and the offices of the Sanitary Commissioner and Inspector General-ship of Police, all theae 

posts are held by Europeans ,oro Eurasians and not a single Indian ia appointed tc these 

posis. I had personally a talk .. ith almoot all tl1e clerks of these officea and they have got 

a great grievance that, however hard they might work, their work ia ' neve~ rewarded and 

they can never rise to the highest post" in their offices ( crieo of shame) , We moot now make 

it 'a point that that mark of- inefficiency should be removed. These clerkll are ten times 

more efficient than those European or Eur.Siao head-aesistaots (cheers;) and thoogh these 

head-assistants always rely upon them, yet it is impossible for theae clerks to be appointed 

l<> . these posts. Therefore , we must, as is stated in t11is · resolution, ask for '. "the 

abrogation of all rules, orders, notifications and circulars which expressly or io effect debar 
Indians as such from any appointment in any department." 

The "third point to which i should also invite your attention ·is the point' that there 

aro various offices about which there ia no restriction as to the appointment 'of the CivU 

Servants; but of late there has been a tendency on the part of the Government to appoint 

only Civil Servants to these posts. I put before you only one example, . that· is, 1 the 

Registrar of the J udical Commissioner's Court ~I Oudh you may remember that only abou' 

.. ix or seven years ago a member from' the provincial service was taken and wa1 

appointed to . that pos~ither a Sub-Judge· or a Depot; Coll~ctor-bot now that 

post )las been given only· to a member of the Indian Civil Service. · ' Now 

we must ~rotest .. against the inclusion of ·the post aa one r~rved ezolosively 
for the Ind1ao Cml Servants and one to which the members of the ex t" • d" · 1 • · • • • , OCU IV8 Or JU ICI& 
serVIce cannot be appomted. Now the th1rd thmg of which we are all aware is that in thia 

Pub~ic Service Commission we muot all inaiot that. the system of recruitment of the judiciai 
eerv1ce must be changed. · We are all aware at least the person h b 1 t h , . .. . •, • wo eong ote 
legal professiOn are aware that. the District Judges in whose hands. the a' d · · t · t" f · · .. , , · miDIS ra 100 0 JU8tiC8 
has been placed are quite incompetent to discharge their duties (cheers.) It · d "I 

. thtth """d l&our aly 
expenence ,a ey. s1t.m JU gment over the decisions of capable subordinate jodgea ot 2 5 
and 30 y~rs standmg, and often it heppena, it is in onr experience that th d "t 1 

· · 
1 

· • ey a m1 appea a 
agamst t •e JUdgments of these subordinate ]"lldJ"es • and th b t f 1 . • . ' e eau y o t 1e land 11 that 
there 18 no second. appeal on a point of fact to the High C t • . 
. . . , . . . . our .you can well 1mngme the 
Jmqmty of a proV1o1on hke that. I would- very well take th fi t 11 . 

fi I 
. . . . . · e rs appe ate ~ourt'a Judg-

ment as na , proVIded 1t IS the Judgment of an officer wh · 11 . 
• 0 18 a rea Y experienced officer 

upon whose JUdgment we can rely as the 1"ndgment of te t ' 
• ")!" • a compe n court, but not one of a 

boy-ciVl 1an who JB , only of five years standing (cheer ) h 1 "' . . . . 
\·u · f · · ' 8 w 0 was on Y OmCiatmg as JOIDt 
.w.agu;trate .or a few months and who was then sudden! t 1 ted. h 
J d li h 

. . . Y rans a to t e chair of a District 
u ge, overru ng t e deciSlona of subordinate Judg s S . . 

J d 
.. I . . e · 0 we, must now ms1st that if the 

u 1c1a serVIce 18 to be recruited on given princi 1 · 
ol the members of the legal profession introdp esd, w~ mt ust have II fair proportio.n 

nee m o that ser · 0 tl 
the last point that I would like to .deal with is th e' • VIce. en omen, 

· · 8 qu shon marked .number eight 
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in the resolutions, which is with regard to the placing of re t · t' th 1 f tl · . s nc 1on upon e peop e o tose 
colome• who do not allow Indian -British subJ'ecte to go there to b 11 d bl' t ~ _ e enro e. as pu lC servan a 
in those colonies, We have already seen the disabilities onder which the B~itish Indians la\wur 

·in these colonies. Can we·not retaliate, can we )lot tell them-that certainly lies in our hands 

we can go to the Government and say-that if these colonists will not have British Indians as 
public servants in those colonies, •. then we will also not have the colonists lLB public servants 

rnling over ns (Cheers)? ,Let us' say this with all the .emphasis that we possess, and I am 
perfectly sure ,that somethi~g will be done in order to remedy this grievance. With these few 

• Pandit 
Gokaran 

Misra. 

. words, I have most pl8811ure in commending the resolution to your acceptance (Cheers). 

• Mn. D. G. DALVI (Bombay) :-Mr. President, Brother-delegates, .Ladies and ·gentlemen, 
tl1e discussion of this important question has been so threndbare that I do not feel myself justified 
in taking anything like a long time to discuss the various and complicated issues in<oh-ed 

in this control'ersy of _the Publie Service Commission. I shall, ·however, deal with one or two 
points' which I think need. to be ~eiterated before this Congress. First and foremost, then, 
is about the person. of the C?mmission, The resolution expresses our regret at the inadequacy 

of the non-official element. Coming as I :o from Bombay,, we are certainly well off in this. 
respect, because, out of the tl1ree ·non-offiCial members in the Commission, as many as two come 
from.Bombay; and though it may he a matter of pride and satisfaction to us in Bombay still 

therein lies 11 feeling of disappointment and sympathy with the_ other provinces, especially with the 
major province of Bepgal, that it finds none of its representatives on the Commission. The 

I . • 

aubject was brought to the notice of the Secrela,.Y of State by questions in Parliament ; but so 
far no heed was 'given to it. The press also gave expression . to the desire that, as the 
Commission !JOe& to every province, s member or two may be coopted on it~ but so far that 

suggestion has fallen on d011f-ears, Therefore, we have to make the best of the situation and 
try and see that som~ tangible res~lts are derived f~om the labors of this_ 'commission, constituted 

~uch as it' is. The next point to which, ladies add gentlemen, I shall 1·efer concerns various 
reforms which tl1is. Cong~ess authorises . us to sugge~t to , the Public Service Commission. 
And i!l this respec~ , the questlon of _simultane(\~B Civil Service Examinations must receh·e o~ 
iirst attention. It is ·the·. crux of the problem, it is the sheet-anchor of the whole question, 
and on thfa subje~t I believe that we , may proceed upon the piincil'le ~~- equal opportunity 

'· for eqnal capacities. That is the definition of "lilierty" . given in one of the books by an' 
eminent writer. If we proceed upon that definition, we certainly cannot fail to see that at· 

this day our Indian brethren have Shown eqnal capacity with Englishmen in all departtnents 

of public 11dmlnistration ; and therefore it is right to argue that if we have shown equal 
capacity, we must he given eqaal opportunity for ent.oring the various departments~ And now 
w bile I am on 'this subject, 1 ', may be allowed to express my view upon ·a certain fear 

-expressed in some quarters, · in Bombay. i am told-it is believed" at any rate 
in Bombay-that the · Government may take us at our word and and say 

· • • t · tJ we· want it but . in the way 
« 1fe give Civil, Service examinatiOns, ~o m 1e way 
we do not want it. It is beli~ved that they might hold the simultaneou& examination• in 

India and in Englan\1, but limit the examinations in England to Englishmen and limit the 

:examination in India to Indians, at the same·_thne reserving a. certain fraction of appointments 

in India every year. .Snppose tlie nmn:ber of appointments is fifty. They may say that 
-one-tenth may be kept in India for Indians and the remainder for Englishmen i~ E.ngland. 
But 'that is a sqlution which makes the remedy worse tl~&n the diseas~. I am 10chned to 
beli~vt! this for this reason, because this solution may also solve another question, l'!z., the 

-question ·of Indian students in England. You well. remember, ladies a~d gentle~en, that 
the ·largest number ·of students that go to England is for the Civil Semc~. And If ~y one 
stroke of the pen, Indians could be confined to . this country, this que~tlOn,_ you will see, 

I b t t. 11 1 d Therefore lLSsuming that that quest. 1. on w11l .come to the 'lllay a SO 8 an oma lC& y 80 ve • t r • . . • • 

Mr. D.-G. 
Dalvi. 

t t 
. f t r· humbly submit that we must express our dissent on tins questiOn for tins reason. 

ron 10 u ure, . c· ., s . 
What is the situation tbday ? Out of about a thousand appointments 111 the lVI • ernce, . 

' · · · t • .:. b ut 150 Out of that, about s1xty or 
·one-sixth are open to Ind1ans at presen , 1. e. a o · . . . 

t I 
d fill d and if the results of the Civil Sernce Exammahon were as good 

· seven y are · a rea Y e i . . 1 tl B t 'f 11 
'as last year...,-we passed about eight-we may expect to reach the bmlt. very s wr y. . u I a 

h
. · d I' •t · t be placed to the number of Ind1ans to be adm1tted into 

t IS IS to go away, an a 11)!1 1s o . . . 
'the Civil Service, I submit it will be an ill remedy, a remedy worse1 than the d1sesse. 



Mr. D. G, 
Dalvl. 

• 

Dr. 
Nllratan 
Slrcar, 
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. - • 1 • h I wish to lay before yon. That will be _in 
There I pa!<S on to the next point w uc . . . . 

• • . • 1 ·, into Imperial and Provmc1al. These aerv1oea l1ave 
conhection mth the dmsJOn of t le s8J'Vlce • f n b 

- • 1 t tments for some time ; and speakmg o ..,om ay, we 
existed in these two water-t1g I compnr . . . . I 'II · · 

I. tl h dship of th1s hard and fast dma10n. · WI g1ve one 
have el·ery day come to reo ISO le ar • . • h d I I 

· · · ·• 1 Ed t' 1 Service We l1ave in Bombay a d1stmgms e ac 10 ar, 
instance from ProvmCJR j uca tona a ' • • I T 

· . b u · 't Professor Dnstnrl 'on the. verge of retirement. hose 
Reg1strnr of the Bom ay mversl y, - ' 

' d h' f t know what a comJlflhmt man he is and what an excellent of ns who have learnt 1m er, IB ee . . . . 
· t 1 · · al d yet t)lat gentleman cannot rise to the same level m salary as the young 

reg1s rar 1e JS..; I ' • lik 
• • 1 fr Oxford or Cambridge five years ago. We l1ave got Instances e. stnphng w 10 came om . . .., . . . 

h
; 1 · th J d' · 1 Ser"'ce and my friend who preceded me bas dealt lflth the o~ndlclal 11eli'IC8 t 1s a so 10 e u ICIR ,. 1 • ~ 

and 1 wi!lnottonch upon that question anymore except to saythia-that within my limited upene~oe 
of practice hefo~e mofssil courts in the presidency, ~e hav~ .c_ome to reali~~ that t~oae few ~~~~~n 
gentlemen who have been drafted from the Provincial Sei'VIce mto the Cml SerTJc~ as D1smct 

Judges have invariably been better than the young Civilian ~embers ~ho act 88 ~istrict Judg~ 
in our Presidency. Then take the -Re<enue Service. There 11 a !"le 1n each provmce that out of 

tho Provincial Seniet', as many as four appointments may be raised to a par with that of the 
J1igher ser<lce. SG f:!r, . there is only .one insta~ce at present and Heaven only knows why 

the other three places yet remai~ unfilled. Therefore, this division into Imperial and Provincial 
Service works to the detriment of tho con~try in this way, Tiz., that the Provincial Service do 

not offer sufficient prospects for the best talent of the country to go into that; and the result 
is thai; while the higher departments of administration are ' .manned by people who are 

admittedly incompetent, ~omparatively •peaking, the best talent is not available becanae tho 
prospects of tho lower service are not 'so bright. Thus the cowitry suffers by its indigenous 

talent hot being made available for its purpose.. 

Ladies and gentlemen, one word • more and I shall have done ; and that shall be in 
connection with clause marked number 8, dealing with colonial aervice, l'iz., "the closing of all 
Indian Services to tl111 natives of those British colonies where· Indians are not eligible for 
service." •My friend Mr. Misra has threshed the question; and I ehall only content myself with 

referring to one or two instances which came specially to my notice two years ago in thil
connection. Yon may remember, gentlemen, that in the year 1906, when this trouble about 

Transvaal and other colonies aroae, a rule was made restricting ~ndians from being appointed 
in the colonial service. Lists are ·made ·for entering the Home Service, the Indian Service 

and the Colonial Service : arld in the 1ear of which I am mentioning, two Indian gentlemen 
. wlio were q1!ite on. the border were passed over and Englishmen about twent:JI places. below 
them were sent to Hongk~ng and Straits Settlements. When our Indian gentlemen ·,.... 

denied the right ·of- going to the colonies, it is bnt just and proper that we should -demapd 
that India should be made a close preserve· for Indians 'and Englishmen and that the members

of the ~olonies should . ·not allowed to have a linger in the pie. Ladies and gentlemen, 1 think 
I need not labor this question because, as I have said, the question of the Pnblic Service is II· 

vast ocean and all !bat_ we can do is to pick up a few pebbles from the seashore ; and more-· 
it is impossible for m• to do, witllin- the limited time af my Jlisposal. · With these wordto,. 
I support the proposition most heartily. (Loud cheers). · . ~. -

, Dr. NILRATAll SIRoAR (Bengal) then rose and aaid:-Mr. President, L;dies and 
Gentlemen, the question of the Indian Medical Service is a little too intricate · -nd th t' . . . a e 1me 
at m_ y 0 disposal is too short to- go through the whole of that critically . At th. t' . . e same une, 
permit me to remind you, gentlemen, that there are two _ medical services in India-the 

A~~y l>Iedical Service and the Indian Medical Service._ The. Army Medici!! Service is 8 purely 

military. type, man.ned by ~u~opeans an~ European officers and we J,18ve got not.bing whatever 
to do w1th that semce. But 1t Is tl1e Ind1an. Medical Service that has dominated over the
civil appointments and has practically ansted the Indian from the superior Medical Service
of this country. Gentlemen, at a time when there was no independent" profession in -the-

-land, there was )lome justification for .foJming' the service • for the convenience of the· 
Government. There was no question of right . in it, there -was nor< \lUestion of' 
reserve in it, it was a mere ·matter of convenienc~ that these appointments. 
were made for the military department but such as 't • 't h · all d • • 1 IS 1 as pract1c y onste 
all Indians from that service~ At the present m_ oment we h t . h · h , ave o see sue _ sorry a1g ts ••' 

• 
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Fellows of the Roysl College of Surgeons members of the R 1 c 11 f h · · f . . _ , ...,... oya o ege o p ys1c1ans, o Dr. 
England servmg as ass1stant surgeons on Rs 175 whereas men w'th · h 1 -''fi t' . . · , 1 muc ower qnw1 ca. ton 
serve as thell' snpenors in the Indian Medical Service. The se · 't · t t • . rVJce, as 1 ex1s s a present, 

Nllratan 
Slrkar. 

the system as 1t preva1ls at presen1>. is neither convenient n · 't · 1 d . . . ' _ or 1s 1 econoro1ca ; an as you 
all know, 1t 1s . ~nJl~st. and ~t .the same. time quite iniquitous. It has been repeatedly 
condemned by cntJCs ms1de and outside Government and let me re · d th t tl G , :· ' mm you a 1e overn.., 
ment is also convinced of the weakness of their position ; and since the last fe~ years they 
h b . ' ' ave een trymg to remedy the evil in some way. For instancil, · th~y have just increased 
the .Pay and prospects of the Civil Assistant Snrgeons to. some extent and have thrown open 
some appointments to them, hitherto· enjoyed by members of the Indian Medical Service. 
Then again, the Government have recently. o;ganised a. superior Sanitary Service, the recruit
ment for which will be from the open profession· in India and in England. These are good 
measures for which we are much grateful to the Govemment. At the same time, they are 
mere patchworks in comparison with the magnitude of the mischief that prevails in the higher 
Medical Service : and so long as the main service remains a purely Military Service, we should 
try and agitate for the removal of this state of things with all o1ir energy. Now, why shq_uld ~ 
these servicea be ·allowed to remain a purely Military Service ? Tl;tere is th; q~•stion, the 
old question of reserve. It. has been disposed of from this · platfol'ID and also from the· press ; 
and it has been repeatedly shown that the question of reserve is after all a mytt, and there 
is no reserve at all. So far 'as ·the character of the service is concerned, it is .a purely Civil 
Service.· Then again, we know that• though there is no reserve, it is ,. close preserve of some 
members of the military· department, I me8n, of the Indian ll{edic,.l Setvice. But it is 
preserved against Indian talent, against Indian aspiration and against Indian merit. Gentle
men,· the opportunity has come now when Y,OU ought to · combine and when you ought to try ' 
and remove this state of things. ;rwenty years ago, under the leadership, of the late lamented 
Dr. Bahadurjee we had thought of solving the question in a somewhat different way. A~ 

that time, we approached Parliament with a petitjon to bring about a combination of the . 
army medical service and the Indian D!.edical service, . somehow or other, our prayers went 
unheeded ; our efforts were . not successful. After that the Government has changed its 
opinion to some extent in this matter. They are now convinced of the injustice' that is being 
done to the Indian grad11Btes and to the open profession in this country and they are trying 
to conciliate Indian opinion in many ways. . At' this time, I think, if we press for the entire 
separation of the !~dian medical service from the civil Department, if we pre•s for a total 

·separation of the civil medical department, i: think our efforts may .. be successfnl. No:w, that 
would mea~ the creation of a civil medical service. And'. that can easily be done _!)y op~n 
competitive examination both in India and in England. A civil medical service may. be fol'IDed 
~nd they may do all the work in the departments of sanitatjon, of medical education of resea~h 
and of medical relief. And the present. subordinate medical service which actually occu~1es 
the position of the Provincial Se1·vice in this department may also. fol'ID a part of that sernce. 
There is nothing impractical in the suggestion. The suggestion is quite clear. We sho~d 
h • "I d' 1 · ·' Ind1·~ recruited by open competitive examination both _In ave a ClVl me tea servtce JD ...., • 

India and 'in England. The~ the civil depart_ment may be placed in charge of such a semct 

Tl · di. 't' tta h' to the Resolution that has been moved and been so ab Y tere IS a con ton a c mg . • 
seconded and supported by 80 many of our friends, . that ~fter ~"':mtment, tbe successful 
candidates may have to go to England to pass a' couple of years lD trammg. Well, th:t woul~ . 
hold very good in the case of the members of the higher service ;. but in the case ~f the 
subordin~te · branch .. of this service, I mean, the position now occup1eP by the asSlst~nt 
surgeons, I think it will go a little hard to compel them to go to England or to any ~ore~gn 
country, for the matter of that, for medical studies, after passing a successful e;<ammatwn 
· 'th' t A h • ·solution may be arri~ed at later on. It may_ be later on settled, 
lD IS conn ry. ny ow, ~ h uld d 't If 
but, on ~he wholet the ' scheme is practicable ·.and is, I believe, . sue as wo commen 1 se 

to your acceptance. (Cheers). • 
. ' \ . 

. · (United Provinces ):-Mr. President, brother-delegates lad1es 
Dr •. .R. RANJ1T 81NOJI. . • h · bee t ted 

. 1 I h great pleasure arid feel honored 1D aVJng n en rus 
~d gent emen, ave very I 1 'dl d 1 tl t . } f Wh'ch has been 80 ab y, UCI y an e oqueD y, pn. 
to support the part of. the . reso 11 10

,
0 

· 
1 

. of Calcutta has been doing an eminent 
befo1e you by my 11lustnons ~emor. Dr. Sucar. 

Dr • 
R.anjit 
Singh~ 



Dr. 
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. · t h' h I and he have the honor to belong, in advooating lhe oause 
service to the profession o w 10 B t tl f 
of the rofession on this sacred platfo~m for the last twenty years. • u ' gen emen, . nn or-

p h t bee lead d with the same earnestness durmg late years w1th the 
tunately onr cause as no 0 P e . · ts 
result that w~ are where we were abeut twenty years ago. In f~ct, tn some .pom ·we . are 

. 't' were about a hundred years ago. Dr. S1rcar has g1ven exactly 1n the same pos1 10n as we · b . 
· > ld t 'te te them I would J'nst make a few o serv:at10ns on all the facts and I wou no rei ra · . . 

. · • h 1 t' t •·d to me Practicallv it means that the lnd1an Med1cal th1s portwo of t e reso u 10!' en rus.., · • • . . . . 

S · th . Indian Medical Service should be changed mto lnd1an M1htsry SerVIce,.. 
ervxce,- e name , ~ . . . . S · Th 

and tluit thoy should create another service called .the lnd1an ClVll Med1cal . ef\'\ce. • e 
. rDdian Medical Service, if you trace its history, was really created for the w~nts of the 

G . t arits · It dates back to the time of the Hon'ble Easboo lnd1a Company overnmen se1·v . . . . 

Th t • th time when there was no one practising the Western system of med1cme •• 
awas e .. d II' 

this country and it was therefo\'(1 necessary for the employers Ito import . a octor o t 1e1r 
own and to trest their own men. Gentlemen, things have ehanged and I hear from 

various ·Jeadern that a new era bas dawned, and' new hopes are visible. But I 
"conf..,; thst, to· my profession; ·which is, by the way, called and acknowledged to be 

the ~0~\ honorable of professions, all these things seem a dream. W If are called guardians • 
of health, aQd I think it is a shame that the guardians of health of the country should have 

·been treated in the way they have been. The men of the Indian Medical Service are supposed 
to be capable of anything, from the post In the battlefield, with one stroke of the pen, they 
can be transferred to the professional chair of a Medi"" College. Now, gentlemen, there is 
a saying "Do unto others 8s you would like them to do unto yon." '¥'on can imagine that 
the teaching of any subject·· really r<;quires a whole-iime mao, a man who devotes all his life and 

all his time~ the subject which be is supposed to teach. Bnt here we find young captains ·who 
perhaps spend more time at the billiard table and more time over. the polo tournament, are sod- · 
denlyturned on to the Medical College, while meritorius and. capable men who po88ess much better 

. qualifications than they, who possess a very large practice which pointa out to their meritf 
are supposed to Jle · incapable of filling these posts. There has been a cry that the Indian 
Medical Service is required for war and must serve as a reserve for the war. Now, gentle
me~, I fail to _understand why when the militsry people can arrange every thing without 
falling back on the civil department, they cannot have their own doctors. My predecessor 
b'as just mentioned that there is a Royal medical corps already and if the regiments and military 
departm~nt depended entirely on the Royal medics! corps, leaving Civil Surgeons 
aside, I think they could g~t on just ..; well •. Now, the creation nf a separate 
Civil'< Medical Servic~ _is another very · important portion of this resolutio~. The 
Assistant Surgeons have suffered very long.• Time has come when Indiana have 
r~n high in other branches. You find they· have even gone to the India Couacil in 

f _ . ' I 

England, ~-the Executive Council oi the Viceroy. Councils have expanded ; but the poor 
Assistant Surgeon besides a little · increase ip salary which Dr. Sircar has mentioned-that 
baa occurred only during the iaat three or four years-is where he was. An Indi~o Medical 

· ~ervice man, once be passes his examination in England, is suppoeed te be competent for the 
rest of his life ; whereas the Assistant ·Surgeons most of whom psas . if not a more difficult 
examination, at least jnst as still an "'lxamination, they are examined ·twice again and still are 
not supposed to have the same melits a:s the Indian Medical Service people have. To crown 
all tbis,J;here is another class of people who are placed lit the heads of immensely qualified 
Indians. And this is called ~he Subordinate Medical Service. I just want to give you a few
hints or ideas of the Subordinate Medical Servi.,.;. In the first place, it is a service entirely 
1llosed to the Indians. It is maimed i>y Europeans a~d Eurasians alone. youngsters, fifteen 
or sixteen years old, who are just , able to read 'and ~rite, are: taken into the college. Whjle · . 
in the case of Indians, they must be gradua~st or at least nuder graduates; before they can 
join the college, those people, as long as ·they can read and write English, are taken. Then 
another dilference comes in. The Indian . Subordinate Medical Service men are su{lposed to 
.read only for four years, do not undergo any .. Universjty. examination, are examined by the 
professors who teach_ them and are at once given posts. They · stsrt fr!)m Rs. 1.00 a month 

, and their chances are that they rise to Rs. 800. a month. They are mostly placed as heads 

.<>! Indian Assistant Sur~eons, who are B.A.'s ~d M • .B. and C.M's. Now, gentlemen, this is 
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simply preposterous. Time has come when you • · h 1 h . . • . mus. e p t e so-called guardtans of ltealUt 
There IS a fear m some quarters I m E ' . . . ean nropeaa qnarters, that if the Civil Medieal Service 
18 thrown open to the lndtans, there would be a lt' tt 1 d 1 • • • . e tar sup 10 some of the towns where 
there are Europeans and no European doctors to attend th · N 1 . · em. . ow, gent emen, I may tell 
yon that people who are entttled to the service of the C'tv'tl s G · . ... urgeons are overnment sernmt.s 
gettm~ 8 ~ay of Rs. 200, or above. ;~a~, if you take the example of a third class or a fom-th 
cl~ distnct and compare, you will find that the Indian officers under. the employ of the 
Bnttsh Government who are getting 'more than Rs 200 •u · b · · 1 • 1 

~ . . , 1e1r no.m er 1s more t um t 1at Of 
the European officers lD that district-' and if the Europeans g bl • • · d 1 .. rum e n.LI ge"tmg a actor w 10 

does not belong to their own kith and kin Why should not the Ind' 1 bl. • 1 • 
~ · uurs a so grnm e Rll 1anng 

a doctor who is notUteir own. With the.•e words, I support the resolution (cheers): 
/ • 't 

Dr. 
lanjit 
Singh. 
• 

PANDIT Hn!DAY ~-~TH KANZRU (United Provinces)-Mr. President, ladies and 
gentlemen.-If the Congt·ess ideal, is· to be realised we must press not only for 11n increasing 
participation in deliberative functions, but also in. the work of administration. It is for this 

Pandit 
Hriday N, 
Kanzru. 

' ' ' . 
reason that the. question of the more extensive employment of Indians in the Indian Civil 
Service which includes the most important judicial and adntinistrative appointme~ts' f,~· ~een 

'one of the main items in the Congress programme. The refonns of 1909 have given 11s a 
greater share in the deliberations of the Cotmcil and the various provincial Governments. And 
advance is also expected in the administration of local bodies. But similar justise to om· claims 
remains to be done in the case fl! the . employment of Indians in the higher branches of the 
public service. An act was passed in 1870 to do justic~ to our claims and though it was 
extremely unsatisfactory, still it practically entitled us to one sixth of the appointments recrnited 

. I ' 
annually in England; but the Public Service Commission in 1889 put us hack by recommending 
the division of the serviee into Imperial and_Provincia~ and by substituting a fixed numbei· of 
appointment& in plBCe of the proportion of one s:xtb, hithet·to prevailing ; and all these 
appointmenta,-when held by an Indian, even then, he was not· to be considered a member of 
the Indian Civil Service,-were amalgamated wltb a certain· numbet· of subordinate judicial 
appointment&, the two together to be known as Provincial Service. At presimt. t·oughly speak
ing, the proportion .is, out of 1,000 appointments reserved for membel'l! of the Indian Civil 
Service, about 92 are occupied by Indians. Thus although a quarter of a century has elapsed 
since the Public Service Commission made its recommendations, this nuinber of appointments is 
ten 1esa than the number of appointme.;ta listed in 'the nineties ; and, if pruit experience is to 
be relied on, onr position will continue to be unsatisfactory '\ntil the open competitive, 
examination takes place simultaneously in !odie, and in England. Experience of the l~st.£orty •. 
years shows 08 conclusively that mere repressi¥e legislation will not meet the requirements of 
tlte situation and that nomination is a highly objectionable method of selection. Competition may 
not be the ideal and the best means of .seleetion, but it is the best available· But in orde'r ,. . . 

to be real, it must' be carried out both in India nod in E_ngland. The present system, although 
theoreticallY. equal both to Englishmen and to Indians, pt'llctically debnt·s Indians from· 
<:ompeting for the Indian Civil Service:- For, as the Hon'ble Mr. Subba Row has p~inted out,, 
,since 1881! to 1910, only eighty Indians have entered th\• service as against 2,600 Eurapeana, 
()ur position in other branches of the service remains·eqnall[ unsatisfootory. In the Edncntiona1 .. , 
Department, for instance, there are two divisions known as tile Imperial and. the Provincial, 
the indigenous talent being confined to the Provincial· service i . similarly in the police, p~blic 
works, customs and other imp01·tant departments, as was pomted out by Mr. Snbba 'hO'II', we 

. suffet under stmilar disabilities. In reality, ··.onr position ha. ~ven deteriorated during the 
last-twentyfive ~ears; not only ha~e no ~ew appointm~nts been ~isted bnt during the last forty 
or fifty years, the increase in the nnmber of ap!lointm~nts Arrymg a salary of Rs, 500 and m~re, 
h b t. 11 s 900 and of this roughly soeakmg, only about 800 has gone to lndtnns as een prac tea y ,... , . • ._ 
· 1 

25 
t B t gentlemen the question of appointment ·to the higher posts of the 

1. e. on y per cen . u , , . . _ , . 

bli 
. . · t ly of the loaves and fishes of office. There are vat·wns other con-·pu c serVlce IS no one mere . . . _ 

'd · · 
6 

tl t f my which is no mean constderatwn m the cnse of a poor conn try s1 erat10ns rst1 10. o econo , , , 

lik I d
. . dl 't · question 'of character, the supremest defect in the present system e n ta;' secon y 1 IS a 

b · h · · k th h are affected by it to believe that they really deserve the inferior emg tat 1t ma·es ose w o . 
't' · d 't tl m For these reasons I support the resolutton ( cheers). post 100 asstgne o te . • 
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· · N . ( B 1 r ) ._:_Gentlemen I have the misfortnne to 
T Hox'nLB B•Bu DwAnKA - ATH e •• • • I 

HB • f b 'II' ant speakers and I suffer consequent y 
aJ•pear. on this platform arter a long array 0 ~· I f ·- You bav~. alrt'ady heard 

I d tl I dy being the paucity o argnmen ... 
from one great ma a y, •e ma a 1 · b · t 8 d I believe 
all the arguments which can possibly have been advanced on t ns so le~ n .• 

tl n that if I were only to. repeat those orgmuenls, it will be simply tmng your 
ge~ eme ' . . · 1 n I believe you wou!d . like tO know what is 
patience and wastmg t•me. But, gent erne • . : :th rd to th 

• ed · of Behar and Or~ssa, WI rega e the position in the newly const1tut provmce . I 
oppolntments in the 'higher branchea of the civil service and other departme~ts, h walntdito 

· 1 8 · t ts held by the members of t e n an tell you ge•1tlemen, that out of near y 10 appom men . . . 
chil se~vice, only four 11,.e held by Indian. Ont ()f the heads of the.department .•n ~e V~IO\IS 

f I · .· · Bellar th• Inspector General of Exmse anq Registration 18 an branches o t 1e serHce m , • . . 
G -' f p · ons is an Indian v.nd the Legal Remembrancer IS ,an Indian, . the Inspeet9r enerw o TIS . • • 

Indian. Excopting these three high appointments, oil the other hpp.mntments are held by 

Europeans, Gentlemen, it is certainly not a satisfactory state of affairs an~ we are by no 

t . fied ~·1th ·1t We ore very grateful to Lord Hardinge for bavmg separated our meams ea IS " & • ' • 

prorince, for' Iuiring given· us a distinct individuality of our o~n ; but we ,must a:'~ With the 

utmost respect for our authorities that we are not satisfied w1tb the present p<>m,tlOn of the. 

higherl public services , in Behor. Gentlemen, I believe some of_ yon are ovel'joyed at the 

prospect of the Royal Commission ; , but we were told by Lord Cnrzo'! that there are 

commissions · to soh·e and . commissions to shelve. We do not know, gentlemen, 

what would be the fortunes of this Commission whether the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale will 

hove to end his labors, just .as has been snggested, by ":riting a very able and brilliant note 

of dissent, or whether he will be able~ wring out some concessions for us from the members 

of the Commission or not, remains still to be seen. I very well remember the debats at the 

fourth Indian National Congress at Allahabad where I was a volunteer, when Mr. Eardley 

Norton delirered his 
1 
fnmous oration on the then Public Serl'ice Commission ~&ying that 

t)1e mountain was· in labour and brought forth only a mouse. I do not know, gentlemen, 

wl1at would be the labors of thia Commission, 'but certainly it is the duty of every Indian to 

do his utmost to' b1·ing the labors pf this Commission to a successful issue, and for that, 

I would respeetfully ask all those who are intelligent enough, who . are patriotic enough, 

to give their time an!l attention to study the problem in all its aspects and to send the 

ablest, the most intelligent, the most pabiotic members of their community to give evidence 

before the Commission, because that is the work before ns and much depends on the number 

of persons sent anil on the manner and the method of study which is brought to bear 

on '\l•is question; and the quality of evidence which is laid before the Commission for the 

proper' solution of the question. Gentlemen, speaking of the judicial service, as I belong 

to that profession, the bar, 1 feel bo1md to .tell you, that it is a matter of the deepest regret 

to us that our District Judges are selected not from the members of the,legal profession. 

I told· an eminent European barris!er, ·that even if he wanted to insist that some District 

Judges must be- Em·opeans, I said select them from among the European members of the 

, bar, I mean, the practising members of the European bar, because the District Judge 

.in most cases is called upon to decide questions and hear appeals from the decisions of 

rsub01·dinate judges wbo entef the judi~al service before the District Judge, was, at t11e time 

.I should say, jn his ·cradle ~and what, can you possibly expect from a District Judge wh<> 

l•as only· been recently called upon to administer justice 7 I very well remember the case 

of a Di!trict Judge wl10 asked me, "well, you have been arguing so long. I have beard your 

argnm~nts, will you kindly tell me what is meant by equity of redell]ption 7" (Laughter). 
That wss a case under the Transfers of Property Act, .and so, when he asked me ·what waa 

meant by equity of' redemption, t had to explain the whole thing. Gentlemen, if real 

justice is to be done to us, we mtist have Europeans who are trained at the bar and even if 

they insist on having members of the Indian Civil Service as District and Sessions Judges we; 

must insist that they mtist undergo same training that our munsif's and sub-judges 
1 

undergo· 

before· they are appointed Distric~ and Sessions Judges. There will be no doubt that the Govern
ment will accept a proposition like that. If they oay we will bave members of ti1e Indian Civil 

Service only, we say " By all means have them, if you insist upon it ; but under the circum
stances, give them the same judicial training, exactly that which our Munsifs and Subordinate 

Judge~ receive." 
1 
And the Government is honnd to listen to our advice. For Behar,, we have 
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been agitating that our Subordinate Judges should be recnt'ted f th b • 1 rom e mem ers of the legal 
profession ; and the question was put in the Bengal Le.,.; 1 t' ·C ·1 th t 1 d , • 0 -S a 1ve ounc1 1 a p ea ers 
of ten years standmg should be made Subordinate J d · t h · · . . . . . u ges Jlls ,as t ey have been 
made m tl1e Umted, Pronnces under the Gov.ornment 0· f s· .A to M d 11 1r n ny ac onne • and 
this i~ a Puggestion which I respectfully submit for the consideration of the Gover~ment 
of S1r Charles Bayley because it is impossible to ·1'mprov'e th · • B h 1-e servxce tn e ar no ess 
we have Subordinate Judges from among the practising members of the profession. Well, 
gentlemen, I am not going to tire your patience now; ( Cheers. ) 

The resolution w~s then put to the vote and carried unanimously. 

The Swadeahl Movement. 

. THB PREBIDENT:-We will now take the resolution about" the Swadeshi movement" 
leaving tho .resolution about local self-government, to be taken up to-morrow. 1 will now call npon 
Babu Ambtca Charan Muzamdsr who, I hope, will. be called. honorable very soon, to m•ve 
this Resolution. 

Hon'ble 
Babn 

Dwarka 
Nath. 

. . 

BADu AHIUOA . CIIARAN MAzu>IDAB ( Bengal ), who, on rising was tecel~ed with !ond : Babu 
cheers and cries of Band, Mataram, said:-Mr. President, Brother-delegates Ladies . and Amblka 
G tl th 't' 'th hi h 1. · ' Charau en emen, . e propos1 100 WI w c have been entrusted runs as follows·- M d . · , azum ar 

" 'rh~ Congreso accords its most cordial support to tho swadeshi movement and calls • 
upon the people of India to labor for its suceess oy making earnest and sustained efforts to 
promote the growth of indigenous industries by giving preferenc~ wherever practicable, to 
Indian products over imported commodities, even at a sacrifice.' · ' ·· 

Gentlemen, this is a ree~lution np~n which so much has aiready been said jthat there is 
very little to be said without repetition. I shall, however,,ideal with two aspects of the 
question. upon which I think something might yet be said. W.e in Bengal are free to confess 
that the movement there bad its Qrigin in a feeling of gross outrage and a ·11trong sense of 
retaliation (cheers }. · That feeling· has hsppily gone, the wrong has been redressed and the 
the feeling has _!leen conciliated. It is five years toiay that a pathetic and prophetic voice 
was heard on the heights of Shula " My Lord, conciliate Bengal '1 

( cheers . .) That voice 
fell on deaf ears, for five long yeors, until a strong viceroy and a true statesman came t<> 
unsettle the settled fact, and consign .this monstrous measure to its grave. Oh I black 
ingratitude 1 that such a Viceroy, and such a statesman should, suffer ·at the hands 
of an asoassin on Indian eoill While I am speaking of the Viceroy my heart goes 
forth . to that poor brave Jamedar who, like Oasabianca, on the burning deck, fell dead 
in the discharge o_f his duty behind }he Viceroy (cheers). Friends and country men, 
forgive me this short . digression to whicli 'I have been drawn by my ·own impulse. But 
though the wrong has been redreased, though the feelings have' been conciliated, SwadeshL 
refusso to go, for it hBB come to stay. People are not wanting among the lovers of true' 

• Swadeehi whG say-" Well, the partition has · been ·modified ; there is peace and 1tranquility 
throughout the country, why do yon again cry for Swadeshi ?" My answer to that irthis ; that 
although Swadeshi was at first planted on the sandy surface of the soil of revenge and retsliatioll, 

. ito roots have gone deeper and struck on the firm ground of love and patriotism (cheers). 
Gentlemen, two grounds are urged ~gainst us--first, that th~ cheapest and the best article 

must be p~tronised and secondly, that the principles of Swades~ :~ro opposed_ to the principles 
of Free Trade. · Now, I shall briefly deal with these two objecttoqs. The cheape .. and the 

b t t
. 1 t b t on1'sed Indeed ! Bnt this is a question between the buyer and the es ar 1c e mns e pa r . . 

seller. If the buyer can reduce the price, he can have an advantage over the seller ; tf the 

11 
· h · f h' c mmodity he gets an advantage over the buyer. But what 

se er can rmse t e pnce o ts o • 
when both the buyer and the seller are one and the same individual? ~ou ought. to judge 
't f · 1 • t · f ·1ew The buyer is an Indian ; the seller 10 an Indian ; and 
1 rom a nat10na · pom o v · 

h th h 
· b hi h lower the money goes to the Indian ·(Hear, Hear anJl Cheers). 

we ertepnce e geror • .. 
Look to the wage strikes now going on in England. ,Doos ~ngland become poorer by gtvmg 

1 h km 
· ' h come richer by giving them lessor wages? Because after 

arger wages to t e wor en, or e 1 ' 11 · • · th unt y • he laborer and the employer, the buyer and the se !er 
a money rematns tn et co r , . . 

b 1 d t natl·onality so that the questiOn of the cheapest article 
e ong to one country an o one • • . . • 

• 1 T'-• t · t 18• that-it 18 opposed to the prmctplee of Free Trade. 
does not anse at a 1. ..., nex pom 
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h F Trade is another name for Protection, Free Trade indeed ! But we cannot. forget t at ree 
· Protection to another. England is the greatest manuWhat is Free Trade to one country IS 

d · th Jd and the whole world is her market and she will 

Mazumdar. 
facturer the greatest pro ncer ID e wor - F 

' d tl h t the world Why cannot England go to ranee nnd of course like free tra e IrOlig on · , I 
d h th t "Free TradP is the be•! thillg, why shou d yon not 

Mr. V. V. 
.Joglah 

Pautulu. 

Germany and educate an preac a . . 
. ?" ( 1 ) F ee Trade indeed! An exc1se duty has been Imposed open your doors to us c 1eers . r • . 

1 

I · F T d 1 Hall marking onr silver-that IS Free Trade mdeed .I! on cotton goods~t tat IS ree ra • . • . . 
What is Free Trade? The· other day. Mr. Chamberlain waa ad•ocahng retaha~1o~, prefer-

d f th Th•oe are words withont a meaning. Wbat you call retahat10n, what ' ence an so or . ...-. . 

I f 't · tl t which we ea. II Protection and it is that winch we want. you ca I pre erence, 1 IS l& . • • 

What is the good of telling us " we, Englishmen, have got the entire market m our 

hands and therefore you must slso open your door to us." ro fact it is a fallacy. a 
. political jngglery. Now, friends and countrymen, if you really lo~e your ·country, love . 

yourselves, if yon. want to ameliorate the condition of the masses, 1f • yon want to tack!~ 
the problem not in mere theory but in solid practical work, I say st1ck to ~he Swadesh1 
vow; ~bserve it (cheer), Remember that every pie that you· spend 011 a fore1gn article ia 

a robbery of \!'e limited resources of .the country (cheers). 

Remember what Mr. Ranade said to a Bengalee when he asked him ' why do you wear 

the ~oarse dhoty of Bombay ? • He said. • Because Bombay does not produce better'. Let us 
be men, let us be Indians. ··Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof ( cheera ). What is 
the use of masquerading in the garb of jackdaws and borrowed feathera ( Laughter) 7 Let us 
try i., be m~n, let ns try to elevate the masses from the depths of their misery and atliictioo, 

Your motherland cries for your help, criea 'for her ,salvation. Great Nature cries, Deny not. . . 
With theae words, I commend the. resolution to your liooeptance ( Lond and continned cheers). 

Mr. V. V. J oou.a P AliTULU (_Berhampore, Madru ), in seconding the • Resolution 
11id:-Mr. President, brother delegates, ladies and gentlemen, many worda of mine are not ne

cessary to commend this proposition to your nnanimous acceptance, eapecially after the able 
and eloquent speech with which we have been treated by my distinguished chief, the grand old 

man of Fsridpur. I will therefore sp11k a few words on this propoaition. What is Swadeshi? 

The Swadeshi movement is one by which we endeavour to .foste~ and encourage oW: home in
dustriea and to promote and stimulate cur indigenous manufactures. It deserves hearty aytn• 

pathy, support and co-operation. There is nothing sinful or hurtfal about it. On the other 

-hand, there io every thing that is .laudable and praiseworthy. about it. . The Govel'oment 

of India professea to favor it; our leaders induce us to abjure foreign artir.les 
in favor of Swadeshi ones. It is a movement adopted by almost all the nations of the 
world, when they are confronted with unfavourable situations. England. naed it aa a 

weapon of offence ~gainst Ireland and America. In the year 1882 when there 'waa a de-
. pression .of trade in England you may remember Lord Devonport from his seat in the 

House of Lord's raised a debate and advocated Swadeshi or Protection. At the time, you 
may also ofemember our friend, the Pionur of Allahabad-who ia not known to be a 

special friend of the Swadeshi~vocated in effect the Swadeshi vow for all Englishmen. 
Mr. Chamberlain hu advocated the system of Swadeahi by his policy of Protection. Mr. 
Balfour• did the same thing by his scheme of retaliation ; and several countriea, such as 

Fr~nce, Germany, Australia and the British Colonies, have advocated the same thing by 

tariffs. Jl11t I am sorry to stete that India cannot do that which other countries did 
because it hu no control over its own fiscal legislation, nor. can it persuade the Govern~ 
ment of India to ad0pt tbe policy of .Protection, for lj:nglaod at present ia a Free Trader. 
And however· much the Governmett of India desires to help 118 1't • t ·' b , canno uo so ecause 
England is afraid of offending· Manchester and other commercial countries Therefore 
the duty is plain before ns. We must help ourselveo, and I am sure if' we do that', 

God will help us. ·we must do by voluntary protection what. the State might have done 
by tariffs and bounties .. Gentle!"en, you are all aware that we send out a large amonnt 

of. raw ma~rial to foreign countries and get in. return finished goods at horribly high 
• prices. Agam, you are aware tltat every year we export articles to the tune of about 

120 crores and import articles to the value of onlv 85 
, crores. That means India 

hilS every year been suffering . a loss of about 85 crores, Th' 
1s is really too great an 
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<!couomic drain on this. conntry. But what is this dne to 1. It i~ due to want of co

operation, want -of capital, and w~nt of skill in our workmen. I beg to submit that all these can 

be had if we have a little more of self-sacrifice than we_ now possess. If we are prepared to 

.spend a little more on our Swadeshi goods, which are of co11rse coarser and dearer, than the 

Videshi goods, we will be able not onlz to improve our home industries but we will a!so be able 

to_pnt a little money into the pockets of our poorer brethren to whom we can supply more • ·food 

and more clothes.- Gentlemen, with these words, I appeal to you to do all that you can for 

.Swadeshi and help it in ~ll possible ways ( Cheers.) 
' The Resolution was then put to the vote and c_arried unanimously. 

Tam PRESIDENT :-The Congress wiil now' adjourin to 11-80 A· M. to-morrow and .the 

.Subjects Committee will meet exactly at 5-15 P. M• in the tent over ther~. 

The.Congress accordingly a<ljourned to 11-SO. A.M., the 28th of December. . . 

Mr. V. V. 
Joglah. 

Pantulu. 
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THIRD DAY'S PROCEEDINGS. 
· 28tl• D~cember 1912. 

The Congress re-assembled to-day at 11-SO A, H. 

Local Self•Governl~~Jlnt, 

Tu . .E PRESIDENT :-Gentlemen, we shall now take np the resolution on :Local Self

Gpvernme~t and I. call npon Rao Bahadur '8, V. Narasimha Rao of Madras to move it. 

RAo BAHADUR S. V. NARASUIHA RAo (Madras):-' 

Mr. President, Brother Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen, The Resolution on Local 

Self-Government which I have to move for your adoption rnos as foflowa :- • . 

"This Congress expresses its regret that the recommendations of the Decentralizaeon 

Commission wlth regard to the further develoJ!ment of Local Self-Government hav.e not yet. 
been given effect to and nrges that the 'Government of India may be pleased to take steps. 

without delay. to increase the powers and resources of local bodies." 

Gentlemen, as you are aware, thee scheme of Local Self-Government as inaugurated 

by that illustrious. Viceroy Lord Ripon was mainly devised as a means of political and popular 
education. · After about 25 ye81'8 of working it was left to that flll"-llighted statesman, Lord 

Morley to discover that the authorities in India bad not given that ac:heme a fair trial and he

tlterefore urged in his memorable Reform Despatch of 1908 that the Governmeilt of India. 

should affirm and actively shape their policy upon the principle authoritatively aet forth by 
Lord Ripon's Government in the famous resolution of 1882. With yom .permission; I will 

read just two s•nteoces from that resolution. The principle there alluded to is in these terms :

"It would he hopele.ss to expect any real development of Self-Government if the loco! bodies. 
were subject to check and interference in matters of detail: and the respective power of Govern
ment and of th~ various local bodies should be clearly and distinctly defined by , statute, so 
that there may be as little risk of friction and misunderstanding as possible within the limits 

to 'be laid down in each case. However, the Governor-General in Council is anxious 
. . . 

that the fullest possible · liberty . of action should be given to local bodies.' 

Shortly after the issue of tllis memorable Reform Despatch, the Royal Commisaion 
on Decentralization made some valuable recommendations with respect to the
further development of Local Self-Government, which· if given effect to by the Government. 

would go far to strengthen the basis of a popular system of Local Self-Government in the 

country. Their recommendations relate to t]•e constitution, functions and r~sonrces of Local 
Bodies, urban as well as rural. With respect to urban bodies, that ia to aay, Municipal 
Councils they recommenjl that they should have a substantial elective majority and. that they 
usually have elected non-official chairman ; and they also recommend that they should be freed 

from the undue and excessil·e interference exercised by the Government or their officers with 
regard to the framing of their budgets to expenditure generally. As things stand at present. 

Municipal Councils h~ve no independent power with respect to the perparatioo of their 
budgets. In all Provinces, except Bombay, Municipal Budgets require the previona sanc
tion of an ·outside authority. Then with respect to expenditure and several · other petty 

things . the Government · ~xercise undue !control and interference. , With respect to the
expendtture on works costmg beyond a certain amount the estimates have to be sanctioned 
by an 0 outside authority, that is, the Government. Yon will see under such circum

stances it is impossible to expect any real advance in the direction of Local Self"Govern

ment, , so much so that the Royal Commission on Decentralization said that Municipal · 
Counctls could not make real progress if constantly kept · ·n f" "al 1 d" t · d 

• • , 1 manm ea mg s nngs; an 
stmtlar recomme~da~10ns were even with respect to rural councils, that is to say, Taluq 
Boards· and D1stnct Boards, in the direction of extendt"ng th · 1 t" b · d r . eJr e ec 1ve as1s an o 
enla~gtng the powers an.d reso~es of these bodies, though with respect to non-official 
pres1de~ts ~or these bodtes thetr recommendation is against the spirit ..of Lord Ripon's 
resQlutton of 1882. But generally their recommendations with respect to the further 
development of Local-Self G .. vernment are very liberal in spirit and will if given effect. 
to, fend to improve the efficiency of these Self-Governing Institutions. . ' • 

But the :nost important r_ecommendation for the further dev elopm_~nt· of Local 
Self-Government m th C t 

e oun ry IS the constitution of village paochayats. As Lord. 
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~or ley has very . well put it in his memorable Reform Despal<:h, "the village in· India 
has been the fundamental ·and indestructible unit of the social system surviving the 
downfall of dynasty after dynasty." 

Under present conditions those living in·, rural areas have hardly any share in the 
management of Local Self-governing lnstitutions. Therefore the Royal Commission on 
Decentralization. righ~ly urged that . Village Panchyets should ·be constituted throughout the. 
country. Gentlemen, these recommendations of the Decentralization CommiSBion were submit-. 
ted to· the Imperial Gove~nment nearly St years ago and they have -been under the 
consideration of our Imperial Government and th~ Provincial Government& for the last St years •. 
Even with r~spect to some interpellation• put in the Imperial Legislative Council the 
Government said that · they were considering this recommendation. This resolution urges 
that the Government will be pleased to take early steps to give effect to it ; and if they do 
sp, a substantinl impetus will be given to Local Self-Government in this country. I will 
not take more time in placing this resolutio& before you. 

Rao Baha
dur S. V, 
Narslnha 
.Rao, 

Mn. }IT. A. DnAVID ( Berar):~Mr. ·President, ladies and gentlemen, The proposition 
that I have come here to aecond reiteratea in substance th_e. resolution which we unanimously 

··adopted last year. . It is. a pity that the resolution should have to be repeated here again, 
that is to say if the Government had in the meantime given effect to our prayers and 
the recollUDendations made by the Decentralization Commission three years ago, there would 
have been no necessity for our taking up this resolution again. It is a pity it is so; but we 
!lave to meet the situation and it is this. · The question of local bodiea and their efficient 
working has to be considered from three standpoint&. First, we might consider from the point of 
view of their pt~·aonnel; secondly, we might consider it from the point of view of their powers and 
functions, and thirdly, w~ might consider it from 

1 
the point 'of ·view of the. adequacy of their 

r~sources for the work that they have to do. In point of personnel, I will repeat what I 1said 
here last year that in the Central Provinces we have got a two thirds ,majority of elective 
element in all our rural boards. The major Provinces. cannot. be so lacking in public spirit 
that they should not have an elective majority. of. half in their rural councils. It stands to 
reason that the major provinces should have an elective majority. · 

Then liS to their powers and functions. With reference to this point, I will make 
only one or two references. Our present Home Member, Sir Reginld Craddock, was once the 
Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces and in reviewing the administration reports of 
local bodiea he haa expressed it as bis.view over and over again that in the present condition of the 
pitifully small powers of local bodie;, the wonder is not that so very few people have taken 
interest in them but that as many educated .Indians as have taken interest should continue 
to do so under the present circumstance&. With regard to these two pointa, there is not 
very much. to complain '!f; and if the Government will, only give effect to the recommendations 
made by the Decentralization Commission our grievances would be redressed •. 

Then the third question is with regard to resource& of these bodies ; and this to my 
mind is the most important of the three pointa from which we have to approach this question. 
With regard to this, there has been something attempted in the Imperial Council this year. 
You know that tb Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale n.oved a resolution with regard to this question, 
viz. the inadequacy of the resources. placed at the' disposal of these bodiea. You may 
improve their personnel and give them larger powers ; but if there were no funds to earry on 
the work, the improvement in the other direction will be of no avail. The most important, 
at. ·any rate, one of the important, pointa that emerged from the discussion in the . Imperial 
Council is this : that g~nerally it appears to be the -official view that these.· Local Bodies having 

. be~n thrown back on their own resources they must develop their own resources, and to · see that 
these bodies are adequately financed was not the concern of either the Imperial Government 
or the Local Government&. But this view is utterly mistaken and. many of us thought so ; 

., but this view bas been prominently brought forward as a result of the discussion that took 
place in . the Imperial Council. I was one . of _those. who wa\:]l.ed the.· discussion from the 
gallery !n the Imperial Council ; and to my mmd tt a~peared. that the -vte.w put forth tb~re 
by Mr Gokhale ;seemed to have made considerable ~mpresston on the mt~ds ?f the offict~l 
m~mbers there. One point •of view be urged was this. We are not laekmg m our contn~ 
butions taken· together to the Imperial and the Provincial Government&. Our contributions 

Mr. N. A. 
Dravid, 
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' -· other countriea. We contribute to the Imperial and the 
Mr. N. A. 
·Dravid, 

are not I.Ss per ·head than. they are In • 
Local Administratio~s taken together the same proportiOn of our ' Income per 

. · of tl e tw: things there i~ no equitable distribution-

. 

' 

Babn 
Arikshan 

Sinha. 

bead, and, m sptte 108 ' • 1 · 
' b th 1 1 L-·•ies 'and the general administratiOn. That .fault IS not ours, of the resources etween e ooa """ . . 

• 11 til I of rural boards Outside Municipal limit., the chief property You take espec1a y e examp e • . . . 
· f 1 d • d st of the revenues from lands are appropr1!'tod to the lmpellal consists . o an . an mo . . . . . 

· accounts. If all this is taken away by tho Government, 1t 1s not our fault that there t~ not very 

much left for us. ·If your contribution gives the same percentage of our annual.mcome, ~be 
fault is not o~rs if there is no equitable distribution. Now they have adopto~ a bb~ral pobcy 
with regard· to the resources of the local bodies ; they are giving us doles for tbta, purpose and 

h t - ' Tl t is not what we want In adjusting their provincial Budgete, the t a .purpose. ta • . . . .• 
Provincial Governments have been incessantly complammg of the pobcy of gmng doles. From 
the point of view of local bodies we have the same complaint to make. Instead of th~se doles, 
we must have regular substantial contributions, so that we may take up large questtona and 
large schemes of improvement in addition to ordinary things. ·If we got, our fair and legitimate 
share of the contributions to the Imperial . and . Provincial Exchequer there should be no 
complaint on this ground. We· are contributing the same proportion of inoome per head ; 
and so from that point .of view . it cannot be said, that we are lagging behihd all . the other 
countries where they do everything to secure the efficient working -of their local bodies, 
What we mean to say is this that· with regard to the question of resources, the Government 
most place us also on the same footing as local bodies in other oonntriea are placed. Provided 
these things are given-and in 11ll these three things the Decentralization Commission hllvo 
tnade favourable recommendations-and if effect is given to these reoommendations we. should ' 
have no complaint. We pray in this resolution that. speedy effect _might be given to this 
recommendation. 

BABU AntKSHA!I Snm• (BBHAn) :~ e . 

Mr. President. brother delegates, ladies and gentlemen, 1 have great pleasnre in support• 
ing the resolution that has ''been ·so ably moved by my friend Mr. Venkatanarasinha Row 
and seco~ded by Mr. Dravid. , I come from Behar and especially from that part of Behar 
which h~or been described bJ His Honour Sir Charles Bayley, tl1e Lieutenant-Governor of Behar, 
es the land of the Hudsons, the Lloyd&, the Elliots and the Lowises. · It ia tha~· place wherein 

origidated for the first time the ·~ My-dear-Konstam " theory. The representation of the 
Indian C•>mmunity on District Boar~ and Locai Boards ie, merely a fa;ce. · The European plant
ing comrinmity preponderates in the local and District Boards. Besides this, there are Union pan
chayats and a large number of these Union panchayats have Europeans as pre~identa 

• having the chowkidars and the dulladars under them. ' The situation is so very deplorable that an 
Indian can hardly be returned to the Local Council without seeking the suffrage of the plan
ters and seeking their· protection. It so happened, gentlemen, that this year when a candidate 
had to stand for the L'ocal Council from the District Board of Tirhoot Division, he had to 

, anly to the Planters' Association for help and support and it will be surprising .to yon, gentle-
men, to learn that the Planters' Association p1188ed a resolution surporting the candidature of 
that particul.a~ candidate and he has been returned unopposed to the Behar Legislative 
Council. I . was amused to .read today the editorial in the Statesman 'which notices the 
speech .,( our President and says that Mr. Mudholka~ insisted that India should be 
adequately represented on the Honse of Commons, .. The journal goes · on to say that the 
representation of Indians ie not so necessary in the House of Commons as they are taking a· 
larger share in the f.ocal SoU-Government. The journal further says "Mt·, Mudholkar• 
wisely insists on tbe importance of developing Local Self-government. Local 
institutio~s gave · the p~ople of Eng~and their training in the management of publiu 
affairs. And all genmne representative government as you see it to-day bas had its founda~ 
tions well laid in bodies corresponding to the Municipalities, District Board and Village -
panchayats of this country". Gentleme?, we want tbe same· thing and bathing else. . The 
District Board and the Municipalities are the only channels open tn the educated'. middle 

c~a~~ to s"':k their fpasa-p~rts to the ~ro~incial Legislative Council.: :rhe people of Tirhoot 
dtvtston are obhged to the Hon ble Bahn. B~ra1 Kishore Prasad for b · · f d 

. . - rmgmg o.rwar a. reso-
lution tn th"' old defunct Bengal Council to the effect that an ele t" t · th D" t · t . c 1ve sys em m e 1s r1c 
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and Local Boards of Tirhoot division shonld be intr~duced." We have' read th t u- K' h · 
L 1 G 

• 
1 

a "''-'· IS ore 
a osam1, t 1e member in charge of Local Self Government · tl ., 1 c 'I d ., ' In 1e neoga ounc1 . an 

the Hon'ble Mr. Filgate, representing the planting community, said that the Zemindars of Shoo-
, bar and N arhan and other places are not willing t\) . serve on the District and Local Boards 
Brother· delegates. and gentlemen, I have asked .t~em and they are willing to serve on thes; 
Boards; bnt how are the people to know when the nominations will be made and when to · 
pot forth their candidatnre. The nominations are made 'witho11t giving any notice ·to the 
people actually paying th~ road-cess tax. The result of ~11 tl;is has been that the 
Zemindars and the ryots who pay ~e road cess tax have .been excluded fr~m 
taking any part in the District and Local Boards. • One ·result of this non
representation of · the mofussil Landholders ·and ·the ryots on the Local • and Municipal 
Boards is tliat the roads are maintained by the District Boards but used by the planters. 
The Zemindars' and the ryots' carts are not allowed to pass on the District Board roads. 
Unles& and nntil th.e elective system .is introduced in the l)istrict and Local Boards 
of Tirhoot Divisio~:~, the Indian community of Tirhoot will be nowhere and they will have always 
to be dancing attendance on the District officers for being nomina~ed either to the District .· 
Boards or to the Local Boards and they will have to go to the planting community for .sup
porting their candidature to the Local Legislative Council. I hope that in the next Provincial 
Council the Hon'ble Baba Kishore :Prasad with his usual zeal and energy will press this point 
and urge upon the Governmen~ the introduction of the elective system in the District and 
Local Boards of Tirhoot Division a.s early as possible. · · . · 

: 
Brother-delegates and gentlemen, I now pass on to Municipalities. In the Municipalities 

of 'Behar we have ·not got a. single non-official chairman. . There was a non-official chairman 
in Bbagalpur before Behar was- separated. from Beng.il and at the time of separation Lord 
Hardinge, our· sympathetic Viceroy, made his memorable speech in the Calcutta Council hall 
Addressing the Behar members he said, " I have separated yon· from Bengal. May you go. 
and live happy and in peace and prosperity".. But gentlemen, the mom~nt Beh~r was separated 
from 'Bengal the Chairman of Bhagalpur Municipality had been officiaUsed and the District Magis-. 
trata put in as the Chairman of the Bhagalpur Muaicipality. I must congratulate my friends 
in Bengal and oth~r provinces where .. they have non-official chair!"en controlling their own 
local affairs. But Behar is most unfortunate in this matter. There are scheduled Districts . . 

11
uch as Patna, Gya, :Mozaltnrpur and Bhagalpnr and other places wherein the Municipal 

Commissioners are entitled to elect their 'own . non-officiai chairman, but no encouragement 
has 'been given them, and often the District officers are pressed upon them as their phairman. 
And 80 these Municipalities in, Behar. haTe lJecome more or less official and the. Municipal 
Commissioners are mere statues. In my own "District in 19"09 the Municipal Commissioners 
dared to elect a. non-official chairman. In the meeting of the Municipal Commissioners an 
-official, member is said to have addressed the. candidate for Chairmanshil' " are you -prepared 
to stand as a rival candidate with the District Magistrate . in matterM of Chairmanship of the 
Municipality?" Anyhow that gentlem~n had courage. enough to stand as a candidate and he 
was elected as Chairman ~f the :Municipality, but on !lis case being referred to the Government 
of Bengal, the 'Chairmanship of the. non-official member was vetoed and set asid~ by the 
Government of Sir. Edward Baker, the. then Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. One result 
of the official control over the Municipalities has been· that l1arsh and stringent privy rules 
have been imposed upon the rate-payers of Mozafferpur Municipality. The rate-pa.y:.rs wept 
and cried but it was of no avam Ultim!'tely, they submitted a long memorial to the, Government 
of Behar. signed by over 8000 rate-payers protesting against the privy rules, but in spite of 

the protestations and lamentations of the poo~ rate-payers of :Mozalterpur the. privy rules have 
-at last been sanctioned by the Government, The Hon'ble Maharaja Bahadur of Datbhanga 
who is in charge of the port-folio of Local Self-Government was · apprpached by the rate-payers 
-and he actually went to Moza!terpur and saw everything with his own eyes, but he could not 
help the poor rate-payers of :Muzafferpur;. and at last when the rules were passed it was stated on 
behalf of the :Maharaja of Darbhanga that the rules ')'/ere passed without consult!ng him. It 
·;

8 
a pity that' the Hon'ble the :Maharaja o.f Darbanga could not come to the rescue of the poor 

rate-payers of :Mozafl'erpnr. Brother-delegates and gentl<;men, unless 'a~d until t~e principal 
towns of Behar are given non-official Chairmen, local Sell"Government m Behar mil be a farce 

Babu 
Ariksbau. 
Sinha. 
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· 'II fall to the gronnd: With these . few words 
and the suggestions made by the StateMnafl WI 
I heartily support this resolution. ( cheers ). 

The resolution wss put to the vote and carried unanimously. 

vrovlnclal autonomY• • 
Babu BABU SunENDRANATH BANERJEA who, on rising, was received with enthusiastic cheers . 

S. N. Bauer- 'd M 'p 'd · t Brothocr Delegatos Ladies and Gentlemen. Jea. sat :- r. rest en , - . , . . 
I have .the honour to mo>e the followmg resolutiOn:-

"This Congress records ito satisfaction at the recognition by .the Govccrnment of India 

in their despatch to tho Secretary of State for L1dia, dated \be 25 August 1911l of the 
necessity of introducing autonomous forni of administration . in the different provinces of this 
country, and. begs to record its respectful protest against the interpretation 'sought to b~ put 

upon the despatch which is contra"Y to its lettccr and spirit." , 
Brother-delegates, whatevccr differences of opinion there may exist with regard to the 

Congress and its methods of work, there is absolutely none as regards its status and its 
position as a f~ctor, a potent factor, in the pnjjlia life of India. . Our movement &tands .forth 
before the eyes of civilised world as the one recognised political organisation of tl1e peoples 
of India (hear, hear). Tennyson, in his own inimitable fashion, has described Milton as the 
organ voice of England. Tnily, may we say that the India National ConE'feBS ia the resonant 
tn~mpet voice of educated India (cheers). ' It is the mouthpiece, it is the organ, voicing its 
deepest convictions, its most cherished ideals. A pronouncement made by the Co~eas baa 
thus a significance all its own. A resolution passed by the Congress means that it ha8 become 
a part of the political. programme of the nation. . When the Congress has definitely made up 
its mind about any political reform half the battle is WOII (hear, hear). You have referred, 
I think, both of yon, Sirs, the President of the Cong~ess and the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee, to the Royal visit as inaugurating a new era in the history of this country, an era 
of peace, of concord and conciliation, an era in which criticism ia to be supplemented by 
~o-operation, culminating, as I hope and tn~st it will culminate, in enduring and beneficient 
results. The Public Service Commission, the one <bat has been newly appointed opens up a 
prospect of a wider eniploymen£ of our. countrymen in the Public Service, of fuller justice 

· being done to their claims. This prospect is bright.,-ned by a new and a 
brighter hope, which, when · fulfilled, will confer an unsp.;.kable boon upon Olp' 

people; constituting a most enduring monument ·. of British role (Cheers)

! mean the hope derived from the pledge and· the promise of autonomous 
governments in India (cheers). Ladies and gentlem~n, Self-Government ia the ordinance of 
nature, a olispensatiou of divine Providence. Self-Government baa been the principal plank in 
tbe Congress platform from the earliest dayo of the Congress movement. We welcome the 
Reform Scheme, because it marks a stage, Bl!lall otage, none the leso a definite otage in the 
direction· of the expansion of self-Government. _l,v e want Self-Gevernment as it prevails in the
colonies. We know we. canu~t get it in a day. The journey to it will be long and wearisome; 
but we have learnt patience 10 the hard school of disappointment and of consititutional agitation 
(hear, hear). If we. have to arrive at that goal it must be through a proceos of evolution not of 
revolution, through many stages of. development which will call forth all that ia best and nob-

. leot in us. : Provincial autonomy io .one of those stsges, a half-way house towards Colonial Sell-
Government (hear hear). We value it ao oiuch we welcome it as such L d' d 1 " .. , . a 1es an gent emen, 
I daresay some of you, at any rate, have read the third pa•agraph of th D h f G ,' . , e espatc o the overn-
ment of India. • Yon are aware that a good deal of controversy h d , . , aa rage round that Despatch. 
Our feeling towards Lord Crewe--and I think I echo th f h · . . . e sense o t e Ind1an commu-
mty at large-our feehngs towards Lord Crewe are those f t't d f h · . . . . . . , o gra 1 u e or t e general hbera-
hty of his policy, but at. the same time we cannot congratul te h' h' · · • . a 1m upon IB expos1t1on of thtt 
thud paragraph of the Despatch. Be says it does not f 1 t h · · 

S I G 
. . ormu a e a sc eme for the expansiOn 

of e f- oven~ment; 1t merely enunciates a scheme of d t I' · 
h 

. ecen ra 1sat1on and devolution of power 
from t e supenor to the subordinate authorities Th' · · • d · · . . . . . . . · Is View IS 10a miss1ble, and before I have 
done I w11l show that 1t IS madmiSBible, first on the d f . 

. groun o presumptiOn, and secondly on a 
reference to the actual text of the Despatch . Does 't-I "II d 1 · 
d 

. . . · I WI ea w1th the gro1;1nd of presumption-
oes 1t stand to reason that, 10 a 'l'omentous d t f · . . • · 

h. . . . ocumen o thiS k10d, 1ssued on a great· 
!Stone OCC&sJOn, OSSOC!ated With the honoured p J"t f H' E 

, ersona I Y o · IS xcellenoy the Viceroy-does it 
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stand to reason that in a document of this kind so ~uch promi.nence should be given to a mere 

.
scheme of decent. ralis~tion and under conditions which might give rise to mwapprehension and S NBaBbu 

tf!h N"· •• aner crea e a se opes? or ts tlus all. ·The document bears the ·date 25th Augnst 1911. I am not jea. 
makiug much use of tlte date like a lawyer because I am not a lawyer at ail ( La~ghter ) . 

• It was issued on the occasion of the Royal Visit. .Therefore behind it stands the towering per
sonality" of His August Majesty; and I ask does it stand to reason that the Government of 
India would allow the •acred name of His Majesty and the glorious reminiscence . of the 

. Royal Visit to be 'associated with a despatch which, in one' of its most memorable passages, 
while professing to confer a boon, does nothing of the :l>ind 1' The Despatch:_! have got it 
here-the Despatch is a reoord of boons. Read paragraph after paragraph ; it is a noble and 

· iilustrious record of Royal boons proceecling from the fountains of Royal mercy and bene
ficence. The partition is modified. That is one of the paragraphs of the Despatch. Bengal 
is raised to the status of a Presidency ; and how fortunate we are in having a Governor 
like · Lord Carmichael! ( Cheers ). Behar is raised to the status of' a Presidency ; and 
last hut not leaSt, and here I pause for a moment, the capital has been ·transferred to 
Delhi ( Laughter). I am afraid my feelings towards this act of Royal grace are of a mixed 
order ( Laughter). We in Bengal do not approve of it.' We do not sympathise with that 
part of the boon. But still so far. as' the rest ~f India is concerned, it is a boon : and 
standing upon this Congress platform and speaking on behalf of the Congress and in the · 
name of the Congress, it· must· be declared to be a boon ( Cheers ). Therefore, we have it' 
that this Despatch is a Despatch pregnant with boons ; and now when we come to the third 

· paragraph, no boon of any kind! ( Laughter ). Is that consistent with the spirit of the 
DespatQh 1 Is 

1 
any interpretation reasonable .. which· nullifies the graciousness of the third 

·paragraph of the Despatch 1 Why talk of a boon 1 Why, if Lord Crewe's interpl"etation 
were accepted, instead of1a b~on we ehould have an nnqnalified curse ( heart, hear). It would 
mean, assnmlng Lord Crewe's interpretation to have been correct,-it would mean that .the 
Government of India by the terms of the third paragraph of the Despatch deliberately 
reso,lved to create a· number of · Provinces .free from its con~rol, bnt without providing any 

· eontrol as a sitbstitute. .It would mean the ' installation in each Provine~ of an absolute, 
unqualified, no tempered bureaucracy,' responsibl~ to none, save and except to the phantom of 
authority which might sit on the heights of Simla or might deliberate on the· floor of the 
Honse of Commons. ( Cheers). ·Do yon call that a boon 1 From the eccentricities of Provincial 
Govern menta. we appeal to the impartial justi~e of the Supreme Government. Relieved of this 
control, the Provincial.Government would be left to themselves, answerable to no authority 
save and except that of their 'conscience and their God. . Well, ·Sir, 1 am therefore driven 
by a consideration of these presumptive grounds to hold that Lord". Crewe's interpretation is 
incompatib'e with the obvious sentiments of the third· para!lfaph of this Despatch. 

But let ps look a little clos~r, and .I . hope, Mr. President, I am not tiring your 
patience (cries of no, no ). Las~ night you threatened me with the gong ( Laughter). Let 
us look into the matter a little closer. Let us look at the terms of the Despatch. I will 
not trust to· my memory though it is good enough for ail purposes. . · This is what the 
Despatch sa!s,. "It is certain," that is the third paragraph, "that in the course of time 
the just demands of Indians for a larger share in. the government of the country will have to 
be. satisfied." The just demands of the. Inclians for a l~rger share in the· Government. of tha 
country will have to be satisfied. That . is. the .proqlem which the - Government ,of 
India sets before itself, the gratification of the legitimate ambitions of the people of Inclia to be 
associated in an increasing measure in the · government of their own country-ttat is the 
problem, th&t is the question, .which the Government. set itself to, solve.' Ho)V does it solve 
it here 1 What is the answer of. the ~overnment? The, problem is-that is the crux of 
the whole . question~the satisfaction of those ambitions which have been awakened in our 
breasts largely through English influence and English culture for .a share, an increasing share, 
Jn 'the Government of the country: How does the Government solve that problerit 1 ,Thia 

' is the answer of Government :-"The only possible solution of the difficulty would '!ppear to 
be graduaily to give the Provinces a larger measure of Self-Government"- to give the 
Provinces a larger measure of Self-Government, it does not stop here-"nntil at last Inclia 
w auld consist of a number of administrations autonomons in all '"Provincial affairs with the . ' . : 
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sup~intending control over them." The problem is the 
B b Government of India exercising a I d" f I h re in thS government of the 

· a 0 satisfaction of the demands of the people of n Ia or a arger 8 a _ . , 
S,N, Baner- . . . tl p inces a larger measure of Self-Government by makmg 

iea country. The so!ut10n IS: g1ve 1e rov 
' · 11 • · 1 tters And mind you, this measure of Self-Government 

' 

them autonomous lD a provmcta ma . - n . " d 
· 1 • • easure. We have got the word until there; an I is to be a progressive y mcreasmg m 

think my lawyer friends will support me, that means that a larger m~ure. of Se~-Go~ernment., 
is to be given and it is ,to grow, to increase, until at las~ ~e cul~1?at1n~ pomt. IS reached 

h 
· to b · troduced into the various provmc1al admm1strat10ns. I ask, could w en autonomy IS e m . 

anything be clearer or more ~onvincing than these words 7 Is it possible to put upon them 

any other interpretation than that which we have put up.on the t~r~s ~f this Des~a_w~ 7 No 

f · t• no amount of shuf!ling or spec1ous soph1st1cat1on can mmuwse the amount o eqwvoca mn, . , . . 
significance of this grand pronouncement. And it so bppen& that we .h~ve h1gh . and dls
tipguished authority on our side on this matter. Mr. Montsgu whose VISI~ to lnd1a we all 
most heartily welcome. (cheers), Mr. Montsgu, , the lieutenant and the nght-hand man of 
Lord Crewe has given this interpretation of this paragraph. _Speaking at a Liberal Club in 
Cambridge he claimed, and with justifiable pride, that the policy laid down in the third para
graph of the Despatch was a triumph of Liberal statesmanshjp. Mr. Moo~gue . was not 
satisfied with giving that explanation. He has given us a reason for the msert10n of that 
paragraph in the Despatch of the Government of Jodie. He aaid-" Here were the revolu
tionists," because the Despatch . was issued at a time when the country was full of unrest and 
excitement-" Here were the revolutionists conspiring against the Government. Here were 
the millions of loyal people, the constitutional party. The latter had to be reconciled. The 
latter had to be reassured, and it was necessary to lay down the broad lines of Liberal policy, 
the broad lines of policy which it would be the duty of English statesman to work up to for 
the rea!i811tion, of the high purpose of . British rule." Well, gentlemen, I do not know that 
I need discuss at any great length the history of this document. . I ani reminded in this con
nection of the memorable controversy which happily is now over, in connection with the Queen's 
Proclamation. Yon remember that Queen Victoria on the eve of the iaaue of tltia .Proclama-

' -
tion, wrote to Lord Derby that he was to write that Proclamation in his own elegant language, 
in such ·a way as would be worthy of a female sovereign addressing a distant and multitndiooua 
people. Lord Derby faithfully and loyally carried out the Royal behests. But what about the 
aervants of fue Crown who in this country tried to belittle this Proclamation and to frustrate the·· 
beneficent intentions of the Sovereign? Happily that controversy is now at an end. For Lord 
:Morley has declared from his place in Parliament that the Proclamation of the Queen is not to 
be interpreted in a pettifogging spirit, but that a large and generous construction is to be put 
on it. History has the knack of repeating itself; and here we are launched in a fresh contro
versy in regard to a matter of this solemn importance. Sir, you were pleased to say, (turing 
to Mr. Haque) in that admirable address -to which we all listened with so much interest and I may 
say with great admiration, in that address you were pleased to aay, I am quoting your \fOrds, 
because they have been impresed upon my'memory-"Ministers ma• come ood Ministers may 

< ' J 

go; but the solemn words of the Despatch will remain" (cheers). Yes here they will remain; but 
I am prepared to' go a step further. Let theoe words be blotted out, if any Minister should 
so wish. But what about the, hearts of the people 7 (hear hear). There they are ~ngraveo in a 
deep and ineffaceable manner, never to be obliterated (cheers). God grant that these words may 
!Je borne unto the souls of our children, our children's children, so that they may be to them a 
source of ever-living inspiration (cheers). The Israelite• of old when on their journey to Cannan 
were led llY the pillar of smoke and the column of fire. To us these words will be the column 
of smoke and the pillar of ~e illuminating our path in that grand march to the promised land 
(cheers) where awaits the blessing of Self-Government (cheers). 

Sir, I have been told that this ideal of Colonial Self-Government is a dream. • May be 
so. I am old enough to remember that some of the dreams that we have' dreamed in the early 
_years of the Cong""'s have all been .fulfilled (cheers) ; and that the dreams-and here history 
proclaims the truth-t~at the dreams of one age are the realities of the next. The greatest 
benefactors of maokmd fired , with a living faith end lofty enthusiasm for the success of their 
Divine-sent mission, have all been dreamers, worthy · dreamero if you like. · Mahomed,-if I 
may without irrevere~ce for a moment refer ,to the divinely iJ.tspired Prophet of · Islam-Mahomed 
dreamt great dreams m the caves of Mount Hira when h"18 t- t h d d h" · •t vugue was one e an IS sptrl 
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~llumine~ by celestial i?spiration from on high. Buddha and Jesus Christ dreamt great .dreams 
m the Wilderness of the1r fastnesses then in their communion with th · · "bl f h Babu 

II 
• e IUVISI e powers o eaven S N Bauer-

they re ected upon the solemn problems of life and salvation. Columbus was a dreamer when 
1 

'jea. 
he went f1·o~ one European court to•another soliciting aid 1'or the discovery of America. So 
were Mazzmi and Garibaldi 7 Let us dream,-a little dreamipg does good if it be of the right 
sort (cl~:ers). A nation without \deals is a dead inanim~te thing, without life for the present, 
and Without hope for t}je future.. Col?nial Self-Government is our ideal. Colonial Self-
Government is that for which we must work, for nations by themselves are made. We have 
blazo~ed, we have. unfurled the banner on which is inscribed in golden and glittering letters . 
the words. "Self-Government"-Sel£-Government for the Provinces, Self-Government for 
the Federated States of India, thriving and _prospering under the paramountcy of England, 
living in indissoluble union with that great country which has alf along been the home of free 
institutions. Lord Hardinge has · told us that he has faith in the destinies of the people of 
India, Let us have an undying faith in the future of our race. Tlien God will help us. Let 
us make that future what it ought to be, the future of that land of our love and Otlr passionate 
enthusiasm, a future that may be greater, brighter and ·nobler than the past, a future which will· 
throw . into ·dimness even the resplendant glories of Aryavartha of ancient times. That is the 
hope, that is the prayer, the aspiration of our souls. May the God of nations fulfil them in full 
and abundant measure. (cheers) 

Mu. D.~on Anu1 Ku.~onn (Bombay):.-Mr. Pre~ident, Ladies and Gentlemen, my 
learned leader l3abu Surendra Nath Bannerji has said that the idea of autonomous Mr. Daji 
provincial administrations may be a dream and if we only dream, still, he wonld Araji Khare, 
eherish it with very great avidity. But, Sir, I must say that that idea has advanced 
far beyond , the stage of a· dream. It is not a dream which we are dreaming now. That 
great Radical statesman John ·Bright. in 1858. authoritatively lo,jd it down that India 
was too vast a country for one ·Government to govern and he .commended the idea that the 
Provinces ought to be separated and assigned under separate Governments with a 
central Government at the head. So that is not a new idea·· of which we can give the 
credit of discovery to the present Government of India. It may be that John Bright 

\ - . . 

dreamt. the idea at that time ; but you see how his dre~m has been successfu!Jy and 
consistently "carried ont by sncc.Ssiv.e administratio~s of the Indian Empire. In Lord 
M~yo's time the idea was further · developed by that sagacious statesman although 
he was a Co~servative. We know that his administration carried out certain measures 
which were fraught with great eventualities for our people. It was Lord Mayo who 
conceived the further idea of financial decentralisation. There you have the next mile-

' :&tone in the idea of the development of provincial autonomJ., Then . :Major Baring deve
loped that idea further on, and we have the so-ealled provincial contract by which for 
certain periods the Government of Imlia· have been assigning particular parts of the 
revemie for particular administrations, individual governments. So there you have actually some 
ol the elements of provincial nntonomy infused into the administrdtion of the connt1·y. And then 
it is only a logical step further on which . is taken by the Despatch. You, Gentlemen, know 
what the great philosopher Francis Bacon has said and what Mr. Snrendranath Banerjea has laid 
stress upon here that the dreams of to-day are the l"ealitiJs _of to-morrow: But here in this 
Despatch there is nothing laid down as a matter which is to be achieved in the distant future. It 
is a matter "which 11as been already partly achieved and which has only to be carried into perfec
tion. Now the Despatch distinctly lays down that India is to get antomomy in the pr~vincial · 
1ldministrations. Now, as a matter· of fact, in the face of that wording, several arguments have been 

. ra· d pros and con to understand the. meaning of the words laid down. Mr. Suteildranath 
186 ' 

Banerjea has said he will· not »Ut forth the argument ~hich a l".wyer might.; ~ut I bein~ a 
lawyer I do think that when you h.ave the written text of a do~ument. before. you, 1t ts but fu~1le 
.1lnd irrelevant to go and ransack old declarations of several r:eople e1ther to support the wordmg 
..,£the document or to op_pose it, where the words .. a~e clear ·and there can be no c~earer 
exposition of the principle thali. the words which the Despatch lays do.wn. Whatever L~rd 

C
" th •-t may say it is not his words that are. ·to glllde us or to gmde rewe or any o er sw esman , . . \ 

the . future policy of the Gover~ment. It is the wordmg of th~ wrlt.ten Despatch put ~own 
.solem~ly by all the members of His'Excellency the Viceroy's Counc1l whiCh has been submitted 
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• as the authorised opinion of Government of lndi~ an~ bas been ace_epted by the Secretary of 
• Mr: Daji State as tile nlid and legitimate statement of the prine~ples on winch .the government of 
~bajl Khare India is to be carried on in the future. No doubt Lord Crewe tried to. resile from the word~ o£ 

the De•patch One can understand easily why Lord Crewe perhaps felt h1mself compelled to sh1lly 
shally 'abou~ the meaning of the words used there. We kri~w his position in the House of 

.Lords. Whatever strength the present Ministry may lmve 1D the House of C~mmon~, 
in the House of Lords they are very much wanting in strength. ' Therefore, we see h1s 

Lord•l11p being badgered by such forceful people like Lord Curzon, on all si.des. 
It is quite conceivable that his Lordship lost his liead and tried to assuage the acerb.ated feelings 
by saying that the Despatch me.ant nothing of the kind that the words meaD. . It IS reall~ very 
strange that all 'this explanation was wanted. If ti1e words were amb1guous, ona can 

unde1·stand the enquiry about the meaning of the words. But if the words are quite clear, 
I do not see that there was any occasion fnr Lord Crewe.to lay any interp~etation upon these 

words; and I cannot conceive any other circumstances but the one I, have mentioned undel" 

which his Lordship was compelled to do it. But there too we have a difference of opinion. 
His Lordship's lieutenant, Mr. Montagu, gives quite another version of the Despatch to that

which was given by Lord Crewe. But whether Lord Crewe says this or Mr. Montegu says. 
that, our point is that the meaning of the Despatch is quite clear and the clearness of the 

Mr. 
Shashanka 
Jivan loy. 

. :Qespatch is emphasised by certain sentences not read to you by Mr. Sureodranath Banerji. 
Not only the Despatch says that the , seat of the Government of India is -Nmoved from the 

seat of any provincial administration, but the ·third paragraph at its end puts down a , very 
pregnant sentence. -It says, " The removal· of the Government of India from Calcutta ia 
therefore a measure which will materially facilitate the growth of Local Self-Government on 'ound 
and safe lines. It is gene~ally recognised that theZcapital of a great Central Government should 

be separate and independept and effect has been given to this principle. in the United States, in 
Canada and Australia." I should like to know why reference was made to the United States, 

Canada and Australia, if it was not meant to convey by this paragraph that India was to 
have in the near future a system of administrstion very mnch allied 

to the administrations prevailing in those countries (Cheers). We are to be like 
ehe United States, we are to be something like Austrslia. What does that mean 7 There · 

1 
ia 

no ambiguity in that. We are to be the Federated States of India with a central federal govern
ment, the Government of India situated at a place entirely apart from any of the provincial or 
federal government, situated in the centre of the country and responsible· only for its foreign 
relations or for geceral affairs. Why the Government of India wasted ink and paper to 

put forward these superflous words, nobody seems as yet to have been able to say how .. 
this reference was made and, how it can be explained by any amount of words which Lord 
Crewe may use. Gentlemen, tdo not think that the clear proposition laid down there would 
require any detailed argument either on this platform or anywhere elie but since we are her& 

we have not only to respect the written words of the Government but even the casual utterances . 

of statesmen. It is on that account that we feel exercised in our minds, although the Des
patch is clear in ita terms. Under different circumstances similar statesmen for the time being 
may not feel1uclined to carry out the very words_ of this Despatch. If that is not so why should 

we not protest very strongly against the wrong interpretation put upon the words of the Govern

ment of India by Lord Crewe? We might do it with great humility and respect; but we must 
standing on this platform tell his Lordship that all that 1 pettifogging would not do. It was 
once tried and the Queen's Proclamation was sought to be tampered with by Lord · C~zon. 
But wl shall not ailow either Lord C!ewe or anybody else to tamper with this solemn state-· 
ment of the Government of India (Cheers)which in a measure is a further charter for our future· 
gover?ment. That is why we are here all of us to-day, to tell his .Lordship that we refuse to have 

any or~! interpret~tion, t~at we look only to the .solemn ·words of the Despatch and that we 
shaii ab1de only by 1ts wordmg. Gentlemen, with these words, I support this resolution (cheers.) 

. Ma. SHASHANKA JIVAN RoY (Calcutta) :-Mr. President, Brother Delegates,.. 
L.ad~es and Gentlemen, the Royal visit to this great country is an epoch k' t · . . -ma mg even m more 
s~~ses than one m the h1story of the political evolution of the people of India. The Royal 
VISit evoked a wave of loyal enthusiasm throughout the length and breadth f 1 d' · · 

h fl., d • 0 n !aOWlDg 
to t e e •c•tous an grac10us utterances of His Imperial Ma]'esty' 1 t th d'fi · · as a so o e mo 1 cation. 

' ' 
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of tho partition of Bengal. But Gentlemen, most important event connected with that 
memorable occasion is the publication of the great Despatch of the 25th .August 1911 which Mr. 

d "M ~ ~M~b we· regar as our a~na vha:-ta. ·Gentlemen, our illustrious leader and revered preceptor. Jivan Roy, 
Dabn Surendranath Baner1ea has already referred to the most important passage in the . third 

· paragraph of the Despatch· which cle~rly and distinctly lays down a policy of granting au
tonomous adminis_trations to the various provinces of India with a view to meet the growing 

· aspl~ations of the people · of India. ·But gentlem~n, coming as I do from Bengal, J cannot 
but refer to a particular fact for it concerns us especially the Bengalis. Gentlemen, it is 
the removal of tl1e capital from Coletta to Delhi, The reason that was urged in the Despatch . 
in justification of this removal is this : that in order that this consummation may be attained, ' 
it is essential that the supreme government should not be associated with a provincial govern
ent. That is the reason why the capital WBB transferred from Calcutta to Delhi. Gentlemen, . 
in view of this reason assigned in this desp'atcl! it does not He in. the mouth' of the Govermnent 
of India or tl1e bfficial head of His Majesty's governme~t so far·. 88 Indian matters are concerned, 
I mean Lord Crewe, to repudiate or attempt to explain away the clear meaning of this passage. 
Gentlemen, it has been · sought to be interpretcd as meaning that its object 
it to · carry · out · a scheme of · pure administrative devolution, and financial 
decentralization in India. Gentlemen, under the existing circumstances the final superinte~d
ing control over the· different provincial governments is vested in the government of India 
l'he moment it is divested or taken away from the ~overnment of India it must vest somewhere: . . . 
If it veste in the executive heads of the various provincial government, the result will be the 
establishment of decentralized autocracy fu .the laiid. Gentlemen, ~~all autocracies. that which 
is removed furthest from the people is the best and· that which is. most ·in. touch with the people 
is the worst. If this interpretation be the. correCt interpretation, the result would be a calamity 
for India wllich would never have been the intention of the framers of tl1e Despatch. Gentlemen, 
this interpretation is opposed to the whole spirit and traditions of British 'rule in India. It i'\ 
opposed te the spirit of the Reform scheme o( Lot·d Morley. It is opposed to the spirit of the 
message of h~pe givon to ua by His Imperial majestl:. · His Majesty himself has said: "Six 
years I sent from England to 'India a message of sympathy. . To..,..day in India I give to India 
the watch-word of hope." l'he publication of the Despatch appeared at a time whim His Majes
ty gave us tl1is watch-word of .hope. Gentlemen, if this interpretation sought to be put upon· 
it by Lord Crewe be accepted as the correct interpretation, tlien this watch-word of hope means 
nothing to us. Therefore, I say that tliis cannot possible have been the meaning of the framers 
of the Despatch. Now, gntlemen, it is sometimes said that financial de.cent~alization is the meaning· 
of this particular passage. If it" is so, I concede that financial decentralization is essentially 
necessary for the establishment of complete provincial autonomy. Dut have the recent' contracts 
with t]1e government . of . India, the ' financial. contracts with the government · of 
India, carried us any step forward towards the establishment of financial d~centralization 
·n India. J beg to submit it hBB not. The central principle in a scheme of financial 
1 . . . ' . 
decentralization, namely, that the 'revenue~ of the province should belong to the provincial 
administrations which should be given the power of apportioning a part of the amount for 
the object of mnintaning the Government of India, this central principle has not been recognised 
by the recent financial contract~ of the \Government of India, Therefore,. gentlemen, .. admitting 
that this is a scheljle.for complete financial : decentralization I submit. even if it· be so the 
superintending control over th7 execu~jv~ heads of the various. provi~ces must :v~st in ~he 

I 
· 1 t e That is the various provmc1al "'overnments should be subject to the control· of 

egu~atU'... . .. ~·· . . 
the various provincia! legislative ·bodies. It won t do to mcrease the . powers of the execnt1ve 
heads but in order ·to provide safeguards for the preservation of .tha rights and liberties of the 
people greater and uiore extensive powers . should be conferred upon· the l.ocal legislatures over 

th t
. . heads ~f the respecth·e provinces of India. Gentlemen my learned predecessors e execu 1ves . , 

have completely proved before you th~t this interpretation is utterly ~n~nable. Now, Gentle~~n, 
I want .to refer for a moment to stirring evente that are happenmg 10 the world. The Br~ttsh 
Empi~e and all the self-governing members · of the British Empir~ are being drawn into _•n 
Imperial federation ,(or .the purpose of Imperial defence and for the mamtenance of the prest~ge 
~nd dignity .of the Par Britannica. Is . it possible that wh~n su~h a ochemo ,of federatton 
isbe~ng h~adedby Imperial statesmen, educated. Indians should oubm1~ to be treated ~sa people 
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to remain in a state of perpetual political tutelage! (cheers.) -Gentlemen, when the colonial go• 

veromeota are acquiring day by day greater powers of self-government and are even· attacking 

the foreign policy of the British Empire is it conceivable th~t we educated Indians should remain 

content with our existing laws. Therefore gentlemen this interpretation is wholly , opposed to 

the spirit of British traditions in this country as well as to the:growinglnational sentiments of the 

Indians. Gentlemen, the sentiment of nationality is coming to staf in this country. It cannot be 
put down, it cannot be fritted away by reckless statement&, made by various irresponsible persons. 

G~ntlemen, yon 'ought _to remember that nations by themselves are made. No doubt the state

ment ·of the· policy is in the Despatch; but the_ effectual realisation and the translation of these 

principles into action depends entirely upon our own efforts. (Cheers), Gentlemen, if you 

want to· realise that in India we IUUSt first of all realise our own responsibilities, Rights are no
, thing but the reverse of responsibilities and the reverse of duties. . If yon realise the responsi

bilities, if you are always alive t\) them, if yo11 always act according to these principles, you will 

then be in a position to acquire political righta and political franchise. So gentlemen, I beg 

yon,· I appeal to_ you to always realise this principle in your heart pf hearta that nations are by 

themselves made and to try to make yourselves fit by ed11cation, by c11!ture, · self--aacrifice and 

devotion to the national cause to attain self-government as the nltimale realisation of yo01r 

political aspirations. (Cheers). With these words, I beg to support the resolution ( Cheers ). 
The resolution was put to the vote and carried noanimosly. 

Legislative eoanclls I . 

. TaB PaESIDBNT:-1 call upon the Hbn 'ble Mr. Sinha to mqve the resoltltioo in regard to 

the Legislative Councils. I find that in the proof as printed there- is an important omission. We 

settled yesterday at the Subject& Committee that the the 18th proposition passed at the 

last year's Congress, which was only a reiteratiou of a similar proposition- paesed ·at Allaha.-

. bad should be included in. it. Through mistake either in copying or in· printing that has been 
omitte~. Mr: · Sinha will add that proposition 

1 
to-day and read the whole thing as 

settled by the Subjecto Committee. · 

. TBB H01<'BLB Ma. S. SINHA._ .(Baokipore) :-Brother delegates,. the resolution which 
I have the honour to submit. to you for your acceptance is rather a 1 d 
m
. , _ . ong one an runs 

the following terms:-

" (a) This Congress records ita sense of keen disapp~iotment t~t at th Ia t • · 
. • • • 0 8 r9VI810D 

of the Legtslat1ve Counc1l regulatiOns, the anomalies and iocqua!'1t· tb titi · f . . . 1es, e rec cation o 
wh1ch the prenous Congress strongly urged upon the G 1. h overnmen<, ave not· been re-
moved. And in order to allay the widespread dissatisfaet' ed .b 
1 · ed d · · . 100 cans y the defects com• -

p am of, an m new of tbe expenence of the last three year th · C 
• , 8 18 ongress earnestly prays that- . 

(1) There should be a noo.offiClal ma1'ority _in the 1m · 1 L · 1 · - . 
pena eg1s at1ve Council • 

{2) There shomld be a majority of elected memb • 11 • . . · ' 
era 10 a Provm01al Counclls · 

(3) The system of voting by delegates be done away m'th h 't 'll ; ' · 
· · . w ere 1 st1 ex1sts · 

(4) The franchise be broadened by simp!ifvlog the 1.6 . ' 
ed · · J • qua 1 cat10n of. electors basing it on 

ucat10n, property or income ; · 

(5) The_ Government should not have the power· a b't .
1 

, . 
- ·· 1' 'bl f · r 1 rarl Y to declare any person lne •g1 e or electiOn on the ground of h · · 

/'/. _ . 18 antecedents or reputation ; 
~ u) No person should be held ineligible for elect' h . · 

Government senice or of co · t' . ' . ~0·8 00 
t e ground of dismissal from 

• DVIC IOU 10 8 Crlmma! court f h 
keeping the peace has been ~ken unl . . ~r rom w om security for 

. . . . . ' . ess his conduct has Involved moral tur itude : 
(7) No property ~r residential qualification should be r ui . p 

service as member of a local body . , eq red of a cand1date, nor 
• • 

(8) A person ignorant of .. English should be held . I' 'bl 
· me 1g1 e for membership ; 

(9) It should expressly be laid down that offi . ._ h 
I . . c1a.. s ould not be 11 d • 11 e cct1on m any way ;. a owe to 10 ueoco 

( 01) Finance Committees of Provincial C 'Is 
with Government in the prep t' f ouncl . should be more closely associa$ed 

ra IOD o the annual financial - statements. 
(11) There should be F · C 

a maoce ommittee of the Imperial Legislative Council as 



in the case of provincial Legislative Cmmcils ; · .. . . 

(12) The right of putting anpplem~ntary qtiestions sh~uld be elttended to all members 
and not to be restricted to the member. putting the .original .qnestlon ; . 

(13) The strength of the Punjab Council be raised· from 26 ~50 and more adeqn~t6 
representation be allowed to Punjab in the Imp.rial Council. · · 

, Then come clause (b) to which the President referr~d : " And fttrther this Congress while 
.recognising the necessity for prqviding for a fair and adequate rept·eseutation in the Legislative 
.Councils for the Mohamedan and other communities 1vhere they are in a minority,. this Congress 
disapproves of the resolutions. promulgatecl in 190.9 to carry out this object by means of sepa
rate .•l~ctora~es ~nd in ~articular urges uJ!on .the Government th~ justice and expediency 0 f 
modtfymg the regulatiOns framed under the Indian Conncils. Act of 1909 befsJre another elec
tion comes on so 88 to to remove the anomalous. distinctions ·between dil!'erent section of H i

8 
Majesty's subjects in the matter of the franchise, the qualification of the can<lidates and the 
arbritrary disqualifications and restrictions for candidates seeking election to the Councils." 

Gentlemen, 88 the President has told you, the last portion of the resolution which I am 
submitting to yon namely cia'nse {b) is precisely and wo'rd for word the same resolution which we 
passed at Allahabad two years ago after a very fuji. and careful ~o-nsideration. of it lasting some 
three days; and it was reaffirmed last year at Calcutta and l ask yott to give your conse11t to 
ita reaffirmation liere in thi& Cpngress assembly. In su\Jstance it refers to the grieva~ce known 
as that of separate electorates provided by the Government for·ccrtain com~nnities and classes. 
We standing here, on the Congress platform as nationalists declare that 'there should be .and 
there shalf be for all tndians only one general electorate in which every person has a right to 
join if he. is otherwise qualified as a voting member or as a candidate. We declare therefore 
that separate electorates, whether for particular cOmmunities or particular ·classes are undesir
able sud inexpedient and if they are to be kept up fur certsin purposes on ·grounds of expedi- • 
ency for the time being not only particular communities hut all communities .. which are .in a 
minority in certain provinces sltonld have the benefit of these . regulations that is, the old regu
lations. I shall draw your attention only to a few points. They are Nos .. l to• 13. which are 
set forth in the first part of the resolntion. They are matters which have come to importance in 

· the course of the last three years in which we have gained considerable experience in the 
· working of the Council regulations.. .These are matters of detail with which you a'e all mot·e 

or less familiar and I do . npt· suppose there is any item · in these thirteen which 
requires · any elaborate discussion; One o~ the most important ·clauses is that members 

, posessing a knowledge of English alone shall be qualified to. represent us in the C0unoils, 
l have had experience in two councils, the United Provinces Conncil and the Imperial 
Council, .and I can assure yon that ·~he fact, of members being there who do .not know 
.a word of English in some . cas~ makes their proceedings ludicrous. There was a. gentle
mau-l desire to speat< of him with all ,respects as a colleague ; but I• must . state the facts 
for what they are worth-~here was a gentleman in the Imperial Council who did not know a 
single word 9f English and who tabled 11 .question abont some postal. or telegraph regula- · 
· tion and the . reply was to be given by Sil Harvey Adamson, the Member, who Willi a 
Burma official and did ~o~. know any of the Indian languages. ·The · question 
was .asked by the. gentleman in Hi~dustani and Sir Ha;vey Adamson who was furnished 
with a translation thereof rose immediately and gave an answer in Epglish. The ~uembru: 
who bad put the question in Hindustani coul!l not understand it and asked '!1" ·what it 
was, I told his that there was qo hurry to understand ,it and that he could wait till, the 
proceedings were published. S11ch a' thing happened in the United Provinces Council .. !so, 
This anomaly should crertainly be removed. Similarly, as matters stand at present, . the 
.regulation that restricts that only members of Municipal and District Boads. shall be eligi
ble . to become candidates entails great hardship ·oil people who have not cared to join these 
.Boards. The reason why they ·have J<ept ~loof. from the boards are various, we. know one is 
because the Boards have not been useful or attractive. because they are all domi~ated by 
.officials. To lay down that those who are not members of these Boards are not. ~ligible 
is to exclude a· desirable · class of persons. There are similar other provisions 'set forth 
which will satisfy you that these recommendation~ . are necessary for improving the. C?imc~s 
.and making . them more efficient, for the disenssion of public que!!tions and' for . enacting' 

···Mr. 
s; stnlia •. 

• 
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I I · 1 ti' p t' ·tuarly the grievance h~ been felt in the Punjab that, whereas · ·· popuar egis a on,, artc · · 0 ·. th p · 
Hon'ble · .1 · 1 t large number of memb~ra from 40 to 5 1n e liD Jab a)J the other COUUCI S tave go a . 

Mr. · 1 . . 6 d to 8 Munt'cipal and local bodies. The total nnmber 18 small, It s· Sinha. the e ectlOn IS con ne .. 
. ' . · d '1 t tl · c ngress should reaffirm the proposttlon adopted last year that 
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ts but fatr an proper t ta ns o . . . 
tlte Punjab should be given better representation on more ltber~ lines. I . do not want to 

t. ce by taking you through the several 1tem. I will take some at tresspa..'S upon your pa ten . . • . . 
random. Officials should be excluded from influencing the elect1ons. I thmk it 18 the expen-

. t of the provinces that in. spite of the orders of the Government to the con-
once mmos . · fl • 1 · 
trary officials of very high position, Indian or European,, do take part lD 1D uencmg e ectton~. 

I h · · ce of llehar 1 have got in my posssesston a document to show that a part•-n t e provm . . . . . • . 
cular high official, unfortunately .an Indian, has been takmg an activ~ . part m mfluencmg 
these elections. That bas certainly a very undesirable and demorahsmg effect upon the 
public . interests. Therefore . the Governme~t should c~tainly • make a · . rule that 
officials, whetha· European or Indian, should m no way mterfere 1D the elections. These 
are but some of the provisions set forth and as I said we are reaffimling them. The 
second portion is the most important and it is the same as we p~ed last year. I do no~ 
think 1 need take up any more of yonr time .and I lesve the resolution in your hands. 

TnB Hon'BLE B.•uU DwARKA. NA.TH. (Muzaffarpl)r) :--Mr •• President, ladies and 
gentlemen• We are deeply grateftU to Lords Morley and Minto for the refo~ of the Imperial 
and the local Legislative Councils. Gentlemen, these Councils are · to be the future 
Parliaments of India, and it is, therefore, absolutely necessary that we should try our utmost 
to find out what the irregularities '8re and in what these Councils are capable of improvement. 
For the last three years, .we have been carefully observing the various defects and irregularities 
in the regulations promulgated for the ~ouncils and we have come to find out that there are a 
series of most glaring defects in th& regulations which must be correoted before the Comicil 

' can be real, living, representative institutions of the country. Gentlemen, the first poi:nt which 
strikes me is this; that the educated middle classes in this country have got no direct participa
tion in the franchise. , We wish joy to our Mahomedan brethren and to the land-holders _who_ 
have got a direct participation in the elections ; but we must say that the educated classes 
are nowhere. Gentlemen, a· Mabomedan -graduate has got the franchise; but the Hindu 
graduate is nowhere (Shame). Gentlemen, the Hon'ble Mr. S. Sinha iS a member of the 
Imperial Legislative Council ; but the doors of the Behar Legislative Council are sealed to him 
for ~ver unless he seeks election to the · Mtmicipalites or the District Boards of any of the 
Divisions. Gentlemen, this is a serious anomaly. I very well remember the feeling of di.•may, 
I would say the feeling of consternation, which overtook all of us when we first resd the 
regulations. Almost all the members of the bar had assembled ; and not one of them at 
:Muzafferpur had the franchise ; not on~ of them could stand either from the Municipalities or' 
from the District lloards, for the simple reason that he was neither a member of a M11nicipality 
nor of a District Doa~d. llut there was rejoicing in the camp of our. ,Mahomedan friends. 
Almost every graduate of ten years standing conld participate in tl1e election. Not only 
that, but even the Miajies and Maulvies· could participate in the elections. But, gentlemen, 
the gradutes of the universities either of Oxford or of Cambridge, if they have the misfortune 
of not being the· followers of the great Prophet of !~lam, would be . completely debarred front 
standing for the Legislative Cou'!cil or for voting at any of the elections. Gentlemen, the 
only retledy now left to the Hindus is either to become Mahommeda.ns and tl1en you can get the· 
franchise (ll>ughter)-Gentlemen, that is one remedy or, gentlemen, you must be a· member or 
a Municipality or a District lloard; otherwise you cannot get the franchise. 

· The President :-I must remind the gentleman that this is the national Congress and. 
we ought not to speak against any community, a brother community (Hear, hear). 

TnE Hon'uLil llABu DwARKA NA.Tn:-I bow to the ruling of onr Preside~t. If I 
have offended in t~at direction, I am very sorry for it. I never meant any reflection upon the· 
Mahomdean commumty. I meant only a reflection upon the framers of tlie regulations, who 
so framed them that the Hindus are eompletely debarred from gtanding for elections, so long as. 
they are Hindus. That was my object. I know that this Con~ess consist of both Hindu ' 

. and Mahomedans. We are brotheraa, we are bound together by ties of Jove· and . affection. : 
We are bound to w~rlt" shoulder to shoulder. We are bound to work out the destiny of. t~is.' 



( 97. ). 

country, shoul~er ~o shoulder if the common march to that autonomous sell-government which 
has been promtsed t~ t~s ~y the Imperial edict. What I meant to say was that there ought to' 
he absolutely no dtstiuchon between Hindns and Mahommedans, 80 far as the regulations 
are concerned, That was the object l was !)riving at and absolutely nothing else. 

. Gentlemen, the third point which strikes me is·this; that, as the Hon'ble Mr. Sinha· 
has told yon, it is absolutely necessary, at· •least lit ought to be necessary, that 
every . member must have a knowledge of English. .I do not know,. gentlemen, 
what ts · me~nt by knowledge of E:t•glish. ' There are the educated . classes, the hall edu
cated classes and the quarter educated classes, and, gentlemen, I must so.y , that <he Government 
will have to make some distinction between these people. . I think it is much better to have 
a gentleman on the council who is quite innocent of English literatut·e than to have one who 
will .. dabble, in English . but may bot understand things at one and the same time. Further 

' ' I - ' 

gentlemen, I think it is absolutely necessary that the knowledge of English possessed by a 
candidate must be $11Ch as to enable hlm to participate in the deliberations of the Council 
and not only such that he can only read out the speeches prepared for him by hi; political 
secretary. That is not a very desirable thing. Manuscript eloquence must cease in· these . 
councils, be~anse it is manuscript which is doing all this golmal. The private secretaries and 
political secretaries prepare ihese speeches and these gentlemen, mostly men of the landed 
aristoc1·acy, read out these spee~l)es (laughter) and it comes to be known 'hat such and such 
a landed magnate has prepared a magnificent speech although he cannot understand much 
of what he has read ( laughter ). Gentlemen, I say that that is not a desirable state of 

things. 

Gentlemen, the last pbint which I ~ant to urge before you is this. This Congress, no 
doubt, is .the lndiaQ· National Congress, it cannot support or favour any particular class or 
community, it must condemn special electorates, whether they are g.I'anted to Hindns or 

· Muhammadans ; it mnst condemn special electorates as •• matter of principle. Bnt what has 
actually happened? In spite of the absolute unanimity which prevails in all parts of the country 
that special eiectorates are mischievons in principle, special ~letotates have· been actually granted 
to ,our Mahomadan friends. Then the question arises, what are we to do· as a body assembled 
at the Congress, whether we are to. condemn. special· electorates or whether we are to find a 
medium which will satisfy both Hindus and Mohammadans. I mnst respectfully submit that 
this is a proper question for enquiry by the members of, the Congress ~ssembled here to-day. 
Gentlemen, no condemnation on your part of the special electorates. will deprive onr Muham
'medan friends of their special electorates. That · is because our Mal1ammadan friends 
want it and they want it very badly, as they say, and they are the best judges of their own 
interests. We have absolutely no right to say that " it is injurious to you or detrimental to 

.. you". If our Muhammadan friends want it they inwit have'· it. · We wish them joy ; bnt 
at the same time I say to our Mohammedan friends " We are brothers ; let us love ~ach 
other ; and at· the same time do not do . anything, do' not be overjoyed by having any 
special political concession or privilege which will be injurions to the best intersts of -your 
brothers who are the Hindus. " And gentlmen, J yo11 lao]!: at the working of the special electora
tes, you will find that· it has r.multed in a~ execessive represeU:tation of .the Muhammadans 
in the local . and the Impetial Legislative councils. ( hear, hear), and gentlemen, this evil 
can only be done away with if the Muhammadan friends are not allowed 'to participate 1 in . 
the general elections. 1 As long as they are allowed' to participate in the general0 elections 
there will be no peace in the country. Eitber do. away with special electorates altogether, or 
let not our Muhamamadan friends pa~ticipate in the general elections. If 8 Muhammadan 
stands from the Municipalities or the District boards, what is the position, the. dangerous 
po•ition, 1 should say the unenviable position, of a Hindu friend of his 1 If he sends bim 
to the Council, the res~t is that the number of Mnmammadans is mostly increased, becanse 
they h~ve already got their own members in the Provincial and Imperial Legislative councils 
beyond their numerical strength. (At this stage the President's good was sounded) One word more 
and 1 lmve done. If he does not send them to the council they say that Hindu gentlemen 
do not support the Mumammadans, do not support the Muhammadan claim and as pointed . 
out by Mr. Bishan Narayan Dar from this chair the Hindu is confounded between the devil 
and the de.ep sea (laughter ), as he put it. l\herefore I want to tell you, tell the people of 
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P h tl 'd of the. nationalisation by til means as. you have been 
the Congress : reac 1e 1 ea , . 

1
. 11 b d 

· · · 1 · d of which any country any nat10na tty, can we e prou ;. preachmg It.. It ts a g ortous recor ' . . . h . . 
· 1 1 k t · ht · to the situation Itself and if we look to t e situatton as but at the same time et us oo s rs1g ID · . • , 

· f ld 'ts If to find that our Muhammadan brethren, ( here the Presidents Itatpresentuno SI e nswe • 
ded · d ti' ) are bent npon having special electorates ; and if so, we gong was soun a secon me . . . • 1 

must see that they do not get exc..Sive representation and are n~t allowed to parttctpate 1n the 

general electorates also. ( Cheers . ) . ' 

Tl P 'd t -Ge tJ n you have impose:l upon me authority and yon have also te res1 en : n eme , 
imposed upon me the privilege of regulating your proceeding•:· I derive my authority only 
from you. Now yon have got a very long programme before you, and on leas the speakers 

respond to my appeal of yesterday to faithfully obey the rul~ of. the Congr~, namely, to 
finish the seconding and suppqrting speeches in five ·minutes, 1t mil not be posstble for you to 
get through your programme even if fOU sit tonight til! nine or . ten o'clock. Therefore I 
request, I appeal to you to abbreviate your remarks as far as poss1ble and speak only to the 

poi~t: I now call upon Mr. ,A.S. Krishna Rao to support the resolution. 

TnE Hoii'BLE Mn, A. S. KnisHNA RAo (Nellore) :~Mr.· President, Brother Dele
gates, ladies and gentlemen, this 'is' a very long r..Olntion involving within ita scope a variety 
of subjects ; and within the limit.ed time that has been aUotted to me I shaU content myself 
by making a few obse~vations regarding two or three clauses of this long resolution. As I 
belong to the Province of Madras, I think it necessary to place before you the circumstances 
and the conditions prevailing in that Province. I may state at the outset that I propose to 
make a few observations regarding clauses S, 4 and ,10 of this long resolution. Gentlemen, 
before I point out to you the necessity for adopting this resolution' regarding_ the S clauses 
I referred to, it is necessary for me tO poi'!t out how mstters stand so faras Madras is concerned· 
Wben the Regulations were promulgated· in 1909, the right of the franchise, ·so far as the 
general electorate was concerned, was' conferred upon the existing members of the Municipal 
CounciTs and District and Taluq Boards ; and when these regulations were · revised at the end 
of this year, some alterations were made extending the frsnchise to other persons as well. 
According to the regulations now in force all non-official members of Taluq and District Boards 
and Municipal Councils and aU past members of these local bodies • who have aat for a full 
term of S years within the last decade-and certain title holders above the title of Rao Bahadur 
who do not possess the right of franchise in any other special electorate are entitled to vote. 
Though according to the revised regulatio!ls the number llf nomin:.ted sesta has been reduced 
by two and two more sests have been thrown open for election, the number of official oeste 
thrown open · for nomination has not been reduced. Though, as a matter of fact, the system 
prevailing is certainly and decidedly better than the system of voting by delegates, it is impos
sible to !orget that it "is against the principle of direct representation, which is to be our goal 
in the matter of aU elections. It no doubt requires a careful examination of the circumstances 
of these Local Bodies, befor~ we can really appreciate .the necessity for the reaolution. As 
matters stand at present, in these Taluq or District B~ards the principle of election has not been 
quite extended to the extent to which it ought to be extended; and even in the matter of the Muni
c1pal Councils the maximum limit aUowed by the Act has not yet been reached ; and we also 

find that, so far as rural boards are concerned, we rarely find peroons possessing the necessar) 
educatio'lal qualifications, the necessary knowledge and experience to make them nseful mem

bers of any of these bodies. Unless we reach a stage when all" the liberal recommen
dations of the Decentralization Commission are fully adopted, unless' we reach a stage 
when we make a decided advance in. the cause of local Self-Government, it is 
impossible to state that all the educated dasses are properly represented through 
these local ~odies. It is therefore neceasary that. the franchise should be broadened, 
as stated m clause 4, by simplifying the qualificationons of the electors and 
bas~ng them o~ education, property or income. Before I pass ft•om this portion of the 
sub!"':t I may pomt ou~ t~t except in the province of Bengal there is har<lly a non-official 
maJortty, thou~h ~he Pri~ctple of a non-official majority has been authoritatively conceded so 

. far as the Provmcia~ Legtslative Councils are concerned. No doubt nominally we find that the 
number of non-offictals allowed to be in these Provincial Coun.cils is in excess of the official ele
ment. But the elective element in these provincial Councils is far less than half the total strength. 
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· of the Councils except in the case of Bengal. So long as that provision is allowed to continue 
we "_"n not expect any satisfactory result. The experience we have gained from the 

' workm.g of these Councils in the last three years in all these provinces, must satisfy us that 
~gardmg several resolutions proposed and supported by the non-oi!icial representeMtatives 
tn the Councils almost all of them were thrown out. So far as Madras is concerned there 
was onll" on~ sol:tary instance- when a resolu~lon proposed by a non-official wl\8 a:cepted 
(here the Pres1dent s gong sounded) Gentlemen the time of ii minutes ,that has been allotted to 
me, the President tells me, is over. 

THa PnESIDBNT :-There is one minute more 
' '• . 

The Hon'ble Mr . .A. S. Krishna Rao:-'rhe President is kind enough to give me one 
minute more. I have only one or two words to add. Therefore I shall not dwell upon thts clause' 
any further, I shall just run through what I have to say 1·egarding clause 10. With the Presi-

' dent's pe1111ission and the proposer's permission I wish to point out ti1at so far 1\8 el~use 10 is 
eoncerned, "Jf should expressly be laid down that officials should not be allow~d to inflllence 
elections hi any way" . the words "or to' vote" . should also he inserted. 1 find it neessary 
to state this, because, so far as my Province is concerned though the regulations 11rohibit offi
eils from standing for election they do !lOt prohibit them from voting. There are two diffe~·ent 
elauses inserted. In the absence of a· provision in the clause relating to the qualifications of the 
electors prohibiting them from voting we find that officials wlui !lave been Rao Bahadurs and 
Dewan Bahadurs are included in the electoral rolls. 

• 
'lJABU SunENDRA NATH MALLICK, Cafcutta,:-Mr. !.'resident, Brother Delegates, 

tadies and 'gentlemen, I thank you for the honour yon have done me in asking 'me to support 
this resolution and I may say that the only way in which I can give a well defined expression 
to the gratidnde that I feel is by ·not detaining you by attempting to make a speech on the 
.subject. I made a promise to-day that I would not speak and, I stick to that promise. 

I will only say that I ,upport this resolution. 

p AND IT RA.MBHUJ DUTT CHOWDHRY (Labore) supported the resolution in Hindustani, 
. . 

PANDIT GoKARAN NATH .M1snA. (Lucknow). also supported the resolution in Hindi. 

Dr. Tej 'Bahadnr,Sapru: (the United Provinces)-Gentlemen, it is my misfortune that 
1 do not agree with the resolution as it stands. Those delegates from the United Provinces 
'With whom I bave bad an opportunity of talking about this matter, and myself, are of opi
nion that there should be ~ furtber· clause added to this resolution~ The clause which I 
prop~se for your acceptance is .this : "so long as separate eloctorates are. in existence, those 
who are eligible to . be voters or candidates in them sbould not be allowed to be votet'S or 
eandidstes in the general electorates". Gentlemen, I have been• wamed against the risks 
which I undertake in moving an amendment like this on the platform of the Indian 
National Congress; but I feel perst;aded that it is by no means against_ the objects of the 
Indian National Congress that, if any one member of the community fe~ls' some grievance· 
.against any particular matter he should come forward on .this platform and ask the Congress 
to redress that grievance. Gentlemen, we in the United Provinces do feel that the Hindus 
have not been fairly dealt with in the matter of representation in the Councils. Let me tell 
you frankly that I do not wish the Con~ess to commit itself to any particular position with 
regard to separate elector(<tes .. Whatever may be my views and whatever may be t~e view8 

-of my fellow' delegates from tlte United. Provinces, we are anxious to avoid raislng any con~ 
troversial questions regarding separate electorates on this platform ; nor do I propose to 
raise any question regarding excessive representation. You are qnite welcome to concede or 
-o ose separate electorates; you are quite welcome to concede excessive representation or 

pp · f . ' ' ' th 'I h' h h' 
oppose it if you choose; but we do say that there 1s one way o m1mmtsmg e ev• w tc as 
"esulted from the regulations as they stand ; and that way is pointed out by the amend
ment which I have placed before yon, viz., th_at these communities or. those bodies who have 
got separate electorates provided by an over-anxious legisl~tnre for them should n~t be 
·entitl~d or allowed to participate in the gener&l electorate. etther as. voter~ Ol' as candida~s 
Fortunately .for me, gentlemen, I am relieved from \addressmg you ~~y ,ong argn'J'ent m 

,support of that, I have the highest antliority in .suppm·t. of the posttwn I . am t~kin~. The 
.President of ·the last Congt•oss held at CalcQtta expressed these very v1ews In h1s very 
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able address and 1 adopt the wo•·ds of Pundit Dishon ;Narayan Dnr the President of th& 

C I tt C · tl 1·r entirety Therefore I submit that, if these ~iews are good enough 
~ a en . a ongress 111 1e . . 
for a President of the Indian N a tiona! Cong•·ess, surely they ought to be good enough for 1 

a prhilte individual whQ represents one of the tmfortunnte provinces in this matter. I will 
not sny one word more after I have read those sentences f1'0m that speech. 1 They represent 
my views and u1ey are the views of the delegates f1•om my province and the views of a large 
number of delegates from the Punjab. Mr. Bislmn Narayan Dar said in the Congress at 

'Calcutt~:-

" t; ndoubtedly joint electorates !1ave their advantages, they are a check upon the evil 
of total separation and hence some of our most enlightened lendel'S have always supported 
them. But it is my ·decided opinion which I b•lieve is shared by a considerable body of my 
countrymen an!l which I here venture to express with due deference to some of my most 
public-spirited Mahomeuao friends, that with the excessive representation secured to the 
Mabomedaus tl;~ough their separate electorates, joint electorates nre incompatible ; and tl111t 
if this excessive ropresentntion remains it would be impossible ~ maintain them. For the 
existing arrangement puts the Hindus in a very awkward position: If, when the Mahome
dans hare secured a shore of representation in excess of what their numbers · justify by 
means of their separate electm·ate, tl1e Hindus oppose then in the elections by jnint elec
torates, they lay themselves t~pen to · the charge of sectarian hostility and other charges 
which partisa~sbip can inve~t ; but if they act otherwise they deprive themselves even· of 
little which they owe to the bounty of Ango-Indian impartiality. Is it fair to the Hindus 
that they should be thus placed between the devil and the deep sea 7 Yon will observe. 
gentlemen, that in urging this point I set up no claim of historical or political or any other 
sort df importance on behalf' of the Hindus but only the claims of justice and equity." 

And it is on grounds of justice and equity tj1at I also put this amendment 

before you. . _ 
/ 

Mn. C. Y. CniNTAMANI (Allahabad) in seconding the amendment. said :-Mr. 
Mr. C. Y. · . d F II d I t th' I tf th I tf f ti I u· N t• I C Chintamani Pres•dent, an e ow- e ega es, on IS p a · orm, e p a orm o 1e n 1an a 1ona ongress 

we speak not as Hindus or Mohamedans or as Parsecs but as Congressmen and as Indians ; 
and surprising as it may seem to some of you, I am here to support the amendment moved 
by Dr. Sapru, as a Congressman and as an Indian, and not as a Hindu. We are a composite 
people. We a1·e aspiring to be a united nation. In the case . of a people situated as we are 
in India, a sentiment' of nationality can be developed only under one condition ; and that 
is· that the component parts which constitute that nation should feel that by reason of forming 

. one nation, none of them suffers any injustice, none of them receiv~s any preferential treat
ment and that all receive their just dues and none suffers anything that legitimately belong& 
to it. If you concede this principle, that the attainment of that feeling of equality among· 
the various parts of the Indian Nation is the only basis upon which a united Indian nation 
can be built up, ti1e~ I venture to say with confidence that, so long as the' principle enunciated 
in this amendm~nt moved by Dr. Sapru is not conceded, so long will you delay the day when 
the Hindus and the Mohamedans and others in this country will feel that none of them suffers 
by reason of joining togetl1er as one assembly on a eommon platform to put forward common 
national aims and aspirations. Now, gentlemen,' Mohamedans have been' given separate 
electoro,tes at their own request ; Mohamedans have been given excessive representation, judged 
by the test of numbers, at their own request. The Mohamedans put forward what they regard 
as their· legitimate claim. The Hindus speaking for themselves not as congressmen on this
platfo•·m, have also pnt forward what they think to be their legitimate demand. It is for the 
Government to come in and arbitrate between them. The Government have decided. rightly. 
or wrongly it is not for me to say at the present moment, tl1at the Mohamedan demands for· 
a separate electorate must be conceded. They have fnrthe•· stated that they are un<ler-a pledge 
to Mnhamedans not to abolish that arrangement of separate ·electorates so long as the Mahome
dans themselves do not come before and ask them to abolish tho separate electorates. At the 
same time the Government have also for certain reasons agreed to the Mahomedan demand that 
they should be given more seats on the Councils than they would be ent1tled to by the test of ' 
their numbers. In this amendment moved by Dr. Sapru the system of. separate electorate is 
not combated. It is conceded. The concession of excessive representation to Muhamedans. 
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is not qnlll'l'elled with. That is allowed to remain as it is. But granted separate electorates as 
well as excessive representation, it is put forward that, further, Mabomedans who have separate CMhlr.t C. Y.f 
Itt d · . naman e ec ora es an excessive repre•entatton should not come forward to vote or to stand as candidates 

for , election in the generai electorate• as well.. The result of this con~ession being given to 
them has been in not 8 few .. instances that several seats on the general electorates have also 
been taken away by the · Mahomedans and the Hindns feel an amount of discontent which those 
of you, gentlemen, who for_tunately belong to Southern India cannot form any adequate concep
tion of. Those gentlemen in Northern_-lndia, who do not happen to be Mahomedans and who 
take interest in public affairs, who 'have experience either as candidates or as _voters or public 
men who watcl• the election operations, will ~II tell you with one accord of heart and mind that 
the feeling of dissatisfaction and discontent that prevails among the Hindus in the United 
Provinces, in the 'Punjab and also in this Province of Behar, as the previous sp~aker has made 

--clear, is so keen, deep and widespread that, so lo~g as the ·present arrangement continues in 
ite entirety without any change whatever, so long is it humanly impossible for the Hindus and 
Mahomedans .to wprk together in harmony and · friendship, and with mutual good will (cries 
of no, no.) I am speaking for the Province from which I come_, His. becaus~ of this, be
cause I feel as a Congressman in the interests of the Congress which can only prosper and grow so 
long as tho feeling between the Hindns and the Mohamedans continues friendly and 'which can only 
prosper so long as the Hindns who have hitherto formed a predominant portion of the population 
feel. that their inter~ts are not jeopardised-it is only because it it necessary that such a 
feeling ahould not ariae among the. Hindns, if, this ·congresil is to prosper ·and not to 
dwindle, that Dr. Saprn and 1 ·with great sorrow, in spite of several personal appeala mad~ 
by several respectable leaders on this platforml have felt it to be our duty as Congr.Ssmen to 
put this amendment before you 'and to appeal to yon in the lnteres!& of the C'ongresa ·and in . 

the interests of the future of this national organisation, when we all expect to · be a compo
oite and united Indian nation, not , to ·allow this feeling of inquality to grow rip among · 
the Hindus and no~ to drive them from the platform of the -N ati~nal Congress, and not to 
allow the conditions to grow up if the Congress is to thrive . more and more. It ·is out of 
this national feeling as Congressman and as Iridian' that_ I appeal to you as strongly as, 
1 can to- accord your support, 'your enthusiastic and u!"animous support, to the amendment 

which has been placed befor yon (cheers) 

The Hon;ble Mr. MAZHARUL H~Qu.i.:;:_ Mr. President, brother delegates; iadies and Hon'ble Mr,_ 
• Mazharnl 

'gentlemen,. my first and foremost duty both as a Congressman_and as· a Mahomedan is to enter Haqne. 
my strongest protest against the unjustifiable and · offensive language which has been used by 
Babn Dwarakanath against my community. I am as true a cong~essman as any one elae in the' 
l>andal. I am as tru~ a lover of my mo~herland as anyone in this 'Pa!!dal ; but it does not_ 
amount to saying that I l1ave ceased to be a Mahomedan. I will not say more on the point. 

·(Cheers). The whole of India knows my views on this point. This in my humble o~inion is 
-the most inopportune moment to bring this amendment (Hear, Hear) I hope my Hmdu bre-
thren will not misunderstand me. For the last four or five years I have been · vilified, I have 
·b b a b m· y own Mabomedan co-religion. ists.·. Wby1 because I stuck to my views (hear, eenause Y . . . 
bear ) and I still stick to these views which I have already g1ven expressiOn to on so many 

Cb ) . 
But I will ask m. y very esteemed friend, Dr. Sapru-I thank him for the 

platforms ( eers • , 
. 

1 
th t . he bas used in moving this resolution-that at least for one year for 

very mce anguage a . . . - . . . 
f M h dan brethren be wtll drop . thts Resolutton, and we shall see m the 

the sake o my a ome . . . 
· h t do I appeal! to him as an lndtan Nattonal•st. · meant1me w a we can · , 

T B 
' s·APRU ·-I believe we Hindus have always been ready" to make 

Dn. EJ ~HADUR, • _ . . . 
. f · to anybody and I think I may plead I am discharging my duty to my 

every sort o concessiOn 
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northern countrymen in withdrawing this amendment. 

H 
, Mn M 'ZHARUL HAQUE :-I thank my friend. Dr. Sapru on behalf of my Hon'ble Mr 

THE ONBLE .• a M ha (,_ _ -- · - azrn 
·community. ' Haqne, 

P 
"d t G ntlemen after the acknowledgment made by Mr. Haque it is only The 

Theres1en:-e ' .· .·.· .• 
. k cltnowledgment to my fnends Dr; Sapru and Mr. Chmtaman1 President. 
necessary for me t to ma e my a - . . bl d"ffi ul . , 

. h' d t It would have landed _us m mnumera e 1 c t1ea. The 
for withdrawmg t IS amen men . . : . 

. . difficult one and I am glad the7 have wtthdrawn 1t. 
, <J.UeStlO~ IS 8 very . _ . 
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. . . 1 d . t to the vote and carried by a majority, The Resolution as or1gma ly . propose woa pu 
a Mabomedan gentleroan saying that be was ag~inst clause 2. 

Executive eounella lor the United ll'rovlneee end the ll'u~jab. 
Tux HoN'BLB P.&NDI\ MoTILAL Nsuar (Allahabad) :--Mr. President, brother 

· 1 · h · h I h been called upon to move reads delegates, ladies and gentlemen, The reso ut10n w IC ave . 

as follows:-
" This Congress again nrges ·that an Executive Council wit~ an Indian member be 

established in the United provinces at an early date, and is of opinion that I! simi!..; Council 

should be established hi tho Pun jab too." 
. G tl n the' very modest demand . contained in this proposition is so obviously 

en eme , • ~ . •• h h 1 d" 
reasonable and jllflt that tho necessity to move a Resolntion oq the subJect In t e 27t n •an 
National Congress 1lan only be attributable to a cruel irony of fa~ So far ago as t~e y~ar 
1838 an Executive Council for the United Provinces was aanct10ned by a. .Leg•slat1ve 
enactment. . It has since loomed very large in the horizon of the Provine~. W a have made 

duri~g the last 80 years such progress a.s the other Provinces have made.. We ha;~ marched 
on but the horizon bas receded fnrther and with it tim Governor and h1s Connml. Gentle
men, wl1at . l1appened in the year 1833 was that an Act was pa.ssed creating, or ratlter permit
ting the creation, or sanctioni~g the creation of a Presidency of. Agra ·onder a Governor au~ 
an Executive Council. Then at that time it woa all but .an a.ccomplished fact, and to tlua 
day it. remains all bot ... u accomplished fact, Something or: other baa always happened to 
postpone the fulfilment of the promises of 1888. Firat of all, gentlemen,. there wa8 another 
Act which suspended the operation of the Act of 1888; but it only anspended the operation 
of the Act and did not !'epeal it, so that the Act remains and adorns the Statute book to the 
present day. Then, gentlemen, there .wa.s for a. time a change of policy and the United 
Provinces were governed directly for a. time. by the Governor-General in Council. 
But shortly afterwards they were relegated to the charge of a Lieutenant 
Gov-ernor. Governors-General and Viceroys have since ·come and gone. Lieutenant 
Governor · after Lieutenant Governor ha.s held undivided away over the 

' Province and after his term wa.s over · haa handed over · ,the reins of Government 
to his successor and the successor· in his torn bas held '!" tight a grip upon those reins 
as his predecessor before him held. Ge.ntlemen; officials of the tYPe of Sir George Cheaney 
have pronounced against the system of one-mau rule 'for so m;,ge a. territory as the United 
Provinces. The Decentralization Commission, as we a1e all aware, has strongly supported the 
claims of the Province to an Executive Council and pi~us hopes and wishes have been expressed 
in other quarters too. But we are· a.s far from getting them as we were in the year 1833. It was 
i~ the year 1909, that an ·Act of. Parliament w~s passed by which a Council, an Executive 
Council 'and a Governor were given to Bengal ; and it wa.s raised to the status of a. Presidency. 
This Province of Behar woa luckier, and by the mandate, the direct mandate of the· King 
Emperor, it was given an Executive Council and ita own conatilntion. So that the baby 
Province of Behar has now to be nurtnr~d in the. arms of an Executive Council. But the older 
province, the United Provinces, still remai~s without one. Gentlemen, the demand for an 
:Executive Council is . not confined only to what are termed the Congressmen or tO· what are 
usually called the educated Indians.. But it has penetrated through . every shade and form of 
~pinion. The landholders, the Moslem League, in fact .the whole country, bave unanimously 
demands !t: but the Act of Parliament that I have spoken. of baa· done very little for the 
United Pr,pvinces. All that it has done is that it haa made it possible for us to continue to hope 
that an Executive Council may ·one day at some future date be granted to the Province. So 
that; gentlemen, we are now exactly where we were in 1838, and you know the rea.son why. It 
is simply because we a!e a very well behaved .people ; and it is said that the credit for onr good 

· . behaviour belongs not to ns but to the lineof strong Lieutenant Governors who have ruled 
over onr destinies from time to time. Now, gentlemen, out of this line of strong. Lieutenant

, Governors there . are two n~mes which stand out more prominently than otllerH in connection 
with this particular reform of which I ·am speaking. The first is that of Lo d u d 11 I o· .. . . r J.U.ac onne w 1 

was one · of our Lieutenant-Governors and who you are aware · · b tly _ . · . , , was su sequen 
raised to the peerage. Lord Macdonnell no doubt was' a very t L' t · t-. . . . . . s rong 1eu enan 
Governor and when he found a colleague in· and joined iorces with Lord Curz~n who was 
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one pf the strongest Viceroys, they between them msnage~ to secure the deletion of clause 
three of the Bill which originally provided sor the establishment of an Executive Council in 
the United Provinces. The other gentleman, which stands out prominently is the name of 

Sir John Hewett, our, Ia~ Lieutenant Governor. His towering personality carried every
thing before him. You Will all remember that my friend the Hon'ble Mr.· Sinha moved 
a resolution in the Imperial Legislative Council on the subject and what was he told in 

reply 7 He was in effect _told that he would not get an ExecutivelCouncil because Sir 
• John ~e~e~~ did not want it. I myself, gentlemen, 1:ad the temerity to send' up a similar 

ftBOiutwn to th~ local Council, but I was told that Sir John Hewett did not conside•· it 
,.xpedient in the public interests to allow any, discussfon of the question. and 80 the resolu
tion never came to be discussed. After that gentlemen, who can say ·that ·Sir .John 

Hewett was not a stron~ man 1 But his strong regime is now over and the strength of his 
successor Sir _James Meston lies not in · riding the high horse but in broadminded and 
~beral statesmanship, in deep-rooted sympathy with the aspirations of .·the people. whom he 
governs . {cheers). And it is to be expected, nay, it is to be hoped and belie1·ed that in his 
regime an· Executive Council will soon be given to the United Provinces. · But, gentlemen, 
'We have got so accustomed to "hope deferred". that we shall not rest satisfied ·and content 
with the mere expectation of a Council being granted in course of time.l I think it is our 
-duty to go on pressing for it and demanding it till it is an accomplisJ•ed fact, and it is 
for this reason, not because .I am without hope .. but for the re&Son that we must not stop 
and not lie by and must not simply wait and expect, but work. for and agitate till we 1 get 
it act~ally, that I ask yon to ·adopt this resolution. , 

Gentlemen, there is a' reference made' in the resolution to an Executiv'\ Council for the 
Punjab. I find 'that one of the supporters of .thiS motion is my friend Laia Harkishan. 
Lal of the l>nnjab and I have no doubt that he will speak tO yon with special reference 
"to the situation in the Punjab. But it appears to me that · 011 general grounds there is no 
reason whatever, why an' important province like . the Punjab should go without an execu
tive council. And I therefore commend this resolution· to you acceptance. 

Pandlt 
Motilal 
Nehru. 

MuNsHI CnAIL BIHAR I LAL:(Sita~ur).-Mr .. Chairman, ·Ladies and Geutiemen, Munshi 
The resolution which I have the honour to second is a very simple and non-contentious Chail 
one .. I need not give you the history of the subject that is dealt _with i~ this resolution. Bihar! Lal. 
Yon . will find all that in the very admirable speech that was delivered by my friend, the Hon'ble • 

Mr. Sinl\a when he· moved his well-know resolution on the subject in the Imperinl Legis-
lative Council, You will find. in that debate that the reaSonableness, the necessity and the 

expediency of creating an Executive Council was admitted by tli~ Government. All that 
was said against it was that the then Lieutenant-Governor was not in favour of the proposal. 
:Now.,hat Lieutenant-Governor is not here, he has retired,. and we are assured by our leaders 

that fortunately, our pre~ent ~ieutenan~Governoi .i~ what I may call an upto-date cidlian 
in full sympathy· with the aspitations and the "'8mbitions of the Indians, let us hope that 
the reform which has been so long delayed will soon be conceded to the Province and that 
:an Executive Council will soon . come into existence. Speaking from this platform in the 
Province of Behar I think. there is much force ·in the appeal that I ·make to .the G~1·ern• 
ment. This P;ovince which is but a creation of yesterday has got an Executive Co.uncil 

·and I see absolutely no reason why the United Provinces which is an older Province should 
be delayed the boon which bas been granted to this Province. I am not speaking in any 

spirit; of jealously or envy. As a lawyer I simply call this_ as a precedent and I h~~e th,at 
<what has been given to this new province will . be given at once for ·the old provmce, the 

United Provinces of Agra and. Oudh. 

LALA HAnKiSHAN LAL:-I heartily support .th~ resoiution. 
Lala Bar-

The '·resolution was put to the vote and carried unanimouly kishan Lal 

.LEGISLaTIVE eeUNeJaLS PeR THE eENTRaL J.>ReVINDS HND assaM. 

R B I d R G MUNDLE (Yeotmel BerarJ' who wa8. received with ch'\ers on . o.o ata ur • . ,_ _ - ., 

rising ~aid:-Mr. Pre_sident, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

d ·t b 1 d. b 'r ou for your kind .acceptanee is in · · lhe resolu,tion entruste to me. o e p ace e ore Y 

'ihese terms=-:-

Rao Baha
dur R. G. 
Mundie. 



Rao Baha
dur R. G. 
Muhdle. 

(.. 104 ). 

" This Congress tltanks the Government for the establishment of Le~~lativ~ Councils. 
· b C t 1 p · d· A"'som ond is of opinion that the former admtmstrat10n should 10 t e on ra rovmces an .,. . 

G ·, h " b~ 1·aised to the status of n Lientonant orernor s c arge. 

Gentlcm•n, this is a mere formal resolution. The Government has been pleased to 
grant us this right and it is placed before yon for your consent on this ground th~t it involves 

8 ge~iernl principle and thnt principle is that where a people ara advance~ materially: _mora~ly · 
and educntionnlly they are entitle<! to be ~ssocioted with the Government I~ the admm1strat10n 
of their country. That principle has been · observed , in thilll province 
and there. is also nnother principle and that is this that a Government like thnt of His' 
Excellency Lord Hardinge is alwoys willing to give that right whenever the people are 
entitled to it or are capnble of exercising it in the proper manner. In this connection, I 

• have only to say thnt the Central Provinces have 'been under the British· Administration 
for the last six years and in such a small period they have made considerable progress not 
only in education b\1t in trade, in industries and in arts. In connection with the est .. blish
ment of a Council for the Central Provinces I 'ltave to bring to your notice another fact and 
t]1at is along with the member of the Central Provinces the Goverument of Lord Hardinge 
has been pleased to allow a member to be nominated after they have been duly elected from 
Berar. Gentleman, you are all aware of the peculiar position this province of Berar 
occupies in India since 7 or 8 yearS tl11lt it bas been amalgamated to the Central Province ; it 
is looked upon as good as a British Prorince because that is the wording even in the resolu
tion by which the Income-tax .,;as levied on the inhabitants of Berar. No. the inhabitants of 
Berar pay income-tax as yon, geutlemen, do; they pay the Stamp duty as yon do: they are 
suliject to the same laws as you are subject to and when the matter of sending a member to 
the Council comes then the question arises as to whether we are British In~n aubjecta or 
the subjects of any ~ther Sovereign. Well, technically, we are the subjects of His Highness 
the Nizam of. Hyderabad. In as much. as we are under the British administration, in as 
much as we are under the same law and under the same liabilities 88 the "residents of British 
India are under we are entitled apd b•.sides I am proud to say that Berar is far more advanced 
tluin any of the Divisions in the Central Provinces both in education and in industries. Well . . \ - . 
this difficulty has been created by Lord Curzon, a very powerful .Viceroy, a very strong 
Yic~roy, who wanted to have whatever he set. his heart. on. He did not care for the conse
'quences. _ His idea was "let me have what I want: let consequence& take care of themselves.'• 
Well fortunately for us His Excellency Lord Hardinge found out a way . by which. we were 
enabled to send representatives from. Berar to the Central :Pro1inces Council. The system 
adopted 'is one that was ill vogue before the new act was pssaed. :Firat members will be 
~lected by the Berar people that is, the Municipalities, the District Boards, the Landholders 
and the Maho111edans, and when they are elected they will be. nominated by Government. 
His Excellency the other day assured us that under the eiroumstances, under the dilcult 
circumstances, that was all he was able to "-o.pnd we are deeply thankful to His Excellency 
for this. But we pray tha~ in as much. as we have this right given to us which·· can be
said to he rather not · a direct right His Excellency will be pleased to allow a member 
lrom Berar, on his own that is, the. Imperial· Council. By allowing this right the proportion 
of the non-officials to official in the Imperial Legislative Council will not' be in any way 
disturbed. We-have already the honor of having our President 88 a Member of that Council . 

Mr. G. N. 

. With these xemarks I place before you this. resolution for your acceptance. (Cheers.) 

.Mn. G .. N. KANE (Amraoti) in seconding the proposition said:-
Kane. ' . 

Mr. _Presid~nt, Brother Delegates, ladies and gentlemen~ I have 8 very pleasant duty 
to do on ,th1s occas1on. I have to .thank the Government for having granted us the boon which 
we wanted last year a_nd the :ear previous to it,' Last year the resolution as given on page 
5 of the Calcutta report Js to Ins effect " that this Congres is of opinion that tlie time has 
come for the establishment of a Provincial Legislative Council for tlie Central Provinces and 
Berar and -for according tQ Berar which is now held by the British G t • . . . . overnmen 11 permanen. 
tenure the status and pnvileges wh1ch are accorded to provinces included in British India.'' Our 
d. emand for a l•gislative Council for the Central Provinces w d f ·b · . . as ma e rom year to year ut 

·definitely and strongly made 10 the Calcutta Congress and that was 1 t d h" as year an t IS year w• 
find that the boon has bo;eu greanted to us by the establishment of the Provincial LegislatiV& 
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Council for the Central Provinceo, Our Province of Berar is held by the Government of India 
on a permanent tenure 1\nd we are put under the administration of the Central Provinces Govern-

. ment. Now that Government is provided with a Legislative Council. and we also have been 
promised a share in the delibe'\'ltions of that Council, our law will also be discussed in that 
Council, and then promulgated for our guidance and used by the Government of India under its 
notification so that the boon that we sought last year 1 has been granted to us this year. We 
have every reason to be satisfied with what has· been given to us by Government. Gentlemen 
we have every .reason to be satisfied and I only express that satisfaction on. the part of ou; . 
Province. We have only added one cleuse to last year's resolution, viz. that the status of the 
bend of Central Province~ . and Berar should be raised from that ?f Chief Commissionership 
to the status of a Lieutenant-Governor. The Province of Sind . is administered 
by the Governor of Bombay. The Governor of Bombay has two Provinces to administer . . ' 
the Province of Sind and the Presidency of Bombay. Now our Lieuten~nt-Governor, 
our chief whom we 'propose to be raised ·to the status of a Lieutenant-Governor 
has two Provinces to govern, viz. the whole · of the Central Provinces' and 
Berar under him the permanent tenure of the Government of India. We only ask that the. 
status of the Chief Commissioner of ·the iwo Provinces should b~> ·raised not to the ~tatus · 
of • a Governor but only to the status ' of a Lieutenant-Gov.!rnor. I think our demand in 
this resolution is just and 1 have nQ doubt that Government will see its way to. grant that 
status to our Chief. Now gentlemen, it reminds me of Professor MaxMuller who said on· 
one occasion, vi,, at the beginning of the centur/ a gr"at discovery was made. That was 
" Heavenly Father " the word was found in the verses of the Rig Vedas ; that he considered that 
to be the great discovery of the 19th century for this reason that all humanity was centred 
and joined together 

1
as. sons qf the One heavenly father. The word Dyauspitha is also to 

be found in Greek, in the word Jupiter in Latin and in all the languages. That he considered. 
to be a great discovery for p\ll'pose of joining humanity together. I also appeal to you 
and ask you whether what I ;ay is not a discovery of the 20th century. w;rr ffl;r t1f p ~'IT 
Raja Mi'tram ken Dl'tshtem S•·uthamva 'that is a question which has been a~ked oy one of th• writers 
of Sanskrit literature, He_ says : has anybody seen ~ king to .be a friend or heard a king 
to be friend. I submit we have found the solution of the question in the person of ·our present 
king His Majesty Emperor George V (applause). He is our best friend; We have. seen him 
as our friend, we have heard of him as our friend, because he has been 'granting to us one. boon 
after another. The psrtition of Bengal was abolished by his one word, the raising of the provincial 
Government of Behar was also done by him and •lot of things have been done for our benefit, 
Therefore, gentlemen, I submit for your consideration whether that the Sanskrit poet said has 
not been satisfied in the person of our King Emp_eror George V. We have heard of him as 
our friend, we have · seen him as our friend. Now with these words, gentlemen, I beg to 
support thJ resolution ~o ably moved by my predecessor. ( Cheers.) 

The Resolution was then put to the vote and carried. unanimously. 

Separate Electorate for Local Boards. 

Ms. PaEsiDE~T:-Now we come to the resolution on Separate Electorates ·for Local 
Bodies, which has been . already discussed' from this platfom. The principles of it having· 
been accepted it will be put from the. chair as settled by the Subjects Committee last 

night. The resolution runs as follows: 

u This Congress strongl.y deprecates the. extension of the principle of separ'l,te com-
munal electorates to Municipalities, District Boards (/r other local bodies." · 

N~ remarks of mine are necessary. I put it to the Congress whether they accept the 
resolution or not, (Cries of all all). The proposition was therefore carried unanimously. 

Law Membership. 

THE PRESIDENT:-Now we come to resolution on. Law Membership, which runs in 

h t "Th • · v'1ew of the f~ct that Section III of the Indian Councils Act of t ese erms:- •• m 
1S61 is understood in practice to limit appointment to the office of Law Member of the 
Viceroy's Executive Co\mcil to members of the English Bar ·only ; thereby greatly re.ll
tricting the field from which a selection can be made, thia congress urges that the satd 

Mr, Ci, N. 
Kane, 
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. V k'l nd Attorne•a-at-Law o! Indian High , 
II f Advocates, , a I s a J , ' • section be so amended as to a ow o , 

ffi .. 
Courts being ~ppointed to that 0 ce. ' · 1 b tl S b 

• • • 1 • h I have been authorised lait mg 1t Y Ie 11 -
In regard to th1s propositiOn w uc f • place. here, I will only say a few 

· , to' t b f re the Congress rom mJ 
jects Committee pu • 0 

. • 1 t" n is mentioned there, viz., that we 
I we put forward tins l&so u lo d 

words. One reason w 1y f th d sa• that amongst' ad vocatea an 
. d fi ld f election I go ur er an ' 

should have a WI er e 0 s · f law not only of the Stat11tory law of India 
Vakils at times yon find men whose knowle~e ~ . c"ples of legislation and , politics ia · 
bn of general jurisprudence and above all t e prm 

1 
f C ·1 " It is a curious 

b h I run of members o ounct • 
far' higher than that possessed Y t e genera , , 

1 
d ve to be entrusted with the 

,, f ._ tl · g that persons w 10 eser 
anamoly, a most uusat1s acwry 110 

• • h Id · be unable to be put in 
. uld b , , bl to occupy that pos1t10n, s on . 

legislative portfoho sho e una e . I . h •t was not known that 
' , 1. b ie t d piece of leg1s atton w on '· . 

charge_ of that portfo IO Y an an qua e . h f 't At that time 
. L ld b compatenL to be In c arge P I • 

anyone except Br.rr1sters-at- aw won . e II te !&ted that lege! knowledge 
when that law of '1838 was passed It was not at ~ con mp l'k D 

. Ind' ·• 't is our best man, men I e r. 
-would make the ad•·ances it has done ID Ia • - 1 

• • • h 
Rash Behari Ghose men like Sir Gnrudas Bannerjee men like Sir V. Alyenger-theyCare 

• ' . I •te Ire that in , this matter t e on-
incapable of being appointed to th1s ollice. am qnt Sl . " It' 1 t' . . I tilerefore move t lB reso u 1on gross wll be unanimous a8 it was on preVIous occss10D. 
and ask all of you who are in favour of it to raise your hands (cries of all). 

, The resolution was then carried nnan~ously. 

Educatloa. 

Th• Pruid8nt :~I now call upon Mr. Bose to move bill resolution on Education, 

Mr. Sa'hla- , BABU SACHINDRA PRAsAD BosH (Calcutta) then .rose and Mid :-Ladies and G~ntlemen~ 
clra Prasad The reaolution which J have til" honor to move in tilis House runs thus :-

Bose · · b · nounc ' (a) ·"While expressing its satisfaction and thankfulness 'tilat Government ave an -
ed a more active ed:ucational policy, this Congress regrets tile defeat of tile 
Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale's Elementary Education Bill and affirm& ita conviction that • 

. . ·tat to the introduction of a measure of free and compolaory education 18 esaon1 

secure a rapid extension of elementary education. , 
(b) This Cougresa cordially approves of the movement for the establiabment of teachlng . 

and residential Universities in India". 

Gentlemen, last year in Calcutta wbe~ tbU. :Resolution waa brought before the 
Congress the whole question of Primary education was discll880d.by a number of delegates. 

In f8ct, it was dwelt upon at such a length that there practically remains not a single . 
point to add to it, Beside~, M~. Gokhale, the originator of the Bill, has so thoroughly analysed 

the whole question and haa .placed such an overwhehning mass of information before tile 
public that n~ one can vent11re. to add a fresh fact to the proposition, but ln spite of ali this, 

- iri spite of arguments, for lh. Gokhale has given yon all aorta of argument& in favour of 

compulsory free education, be has met all posoible objections, tba' mig'b come from, whatever 

quarter, he has given you facta which are convincing and indisputable but-in spite 
of all this fact, in spite of arguments, reason~ facts, figures, and statistica the Bill baa 

been thrown out by the Government of India. Mr. Gokhale h1111 been defeated in his purpose, 

what are we to do now ? Shall we sit idle over it and take the defeat lying down or shall we rise . 

equal to the occasion and concentrate all Ollr attention, energy an<!. activities on this one question 
/alone whOcb could regenerate the f11ture of India (cheers) and could solve the problem of 
Indian questions. Gentlemen, I know that tl1ere are still ~mong us men and they must be said 

to' be honorable men-there are still ·among ns men who think, unfortunately rather 
seriously! that education is .not for the poor man, ,tl\.at · education is the privilege 

to which the favoured few alone are entitled and not the poor masses. But 
fortunately for us, the number of such ilhallow thinkers is very small ; practic•IIY 
they are a microacopic minority and they only show their inward se!fishness when the,! 
express such views. Education, on the' contrary, is ·the greatest blessing that can be conferred 

by any State or Government' on the people (cl\oer•), and· it was therefore· that our beloved 
Emperor had announced to us in his C'oronation boon~and it_ is referred to in this reiiOIU-· ' 

tion-tbat a grant of 60 lacs would be made to India for the furtherance of Primarv edne.ation , 
\ 
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(cheers), yes; Education is the only lever, the strongest lever with which nations can be , 

raised, (hear hear and cheers) for it is the light of knowledge alone that can dispel darkness, Mr. Saehin-
• · · • d u dra Prasad Ignorance,- super•t•tJon, an ~ sorts of tyrrany from the people. Ah! how Bose, 

many millions of them ! Brother-delegates how many millions of our own Cuuntrymell' are no" 

withou.t this education! Brother-delegates, shall I put it to you in a plain nnd straight-

forward wo.y 1 What are we 1 What is the use of India? what· nre these Con<>resses and these 
" Conferences, these political. assemblies and institutions,-are they Mt the prodticts 'of education, . 

the noblest, ' the . mightiest, and the grandest products of education ? W eil, if education 

.., ho.s . done so• much for ns, then why shol!ld you hold it bacj< from ~he 1nillions of our coqntry

nien who . are sunk i!l ig11orauce 11nd iltJperstitioq, s11nl~ il! a state of wrP.te}leqness aq!J 4egr~4~ 
tion which is unsurpassed if not unparallelled, in the history of the world. Brother-delegates, 

it is a shame to us tliat they are yet m such· a degraded state. ·It is a cahuD.ny to the 

Congress that no effective propaganda has been chalked out with, regard to · thi~ Elementary 

Education Bill, though one year has come and gone $ince the. Bill was thrown Ol!t by 

Government, I do not know if any.serions effort was made in any province to start a regular 

, campaign for bringing bome to the people the benefits of education. I know, gentlemen. 

that tbe struggle that is before us is a long one, and I am afraid it may be a weary one too ; 

but the struggle has to be faced like nien, or we eannever aspire to attain that goal of our 
political ambition, for it has been chalked out from this chair tha.t our politiool goal is the 

attainment of Self-Government within the Empire. But · I put it to you that this Self

Government within the Empirs can never be attained by people, the overwhelming majority 
of whom is sunk in darkness and ignorance. They never care to know what this Self-Government 

means, they have no id.;. .of the extent · and the magnitude of this great l~mpire which we 
ehoose to call our .Motherland. Brotber-clelegatos, for the last, twenty-seven years, we have been 

meeting in Congresses and Conferences and we have passed cart-loads of resolutions for 
drawing the attention of the Government to our needs, requirements and grievances. I do 

not say that all these have been· in vai!' ; but what I do mean to ,say is this that our recommenda

tions do not rooeive that amount of consideration from Government which they should have 

received going as they are from the national assembly of tlte people. How is it ? Why is it ? 

Why should it be so 7 The answer is plain and obviou!l. "Now, the Governwtnt knows. well, 

knows, fully and thoroughly well, that the Congress is yet lacking in that greatest strength 

which proceeds from the people alone and not from otherwise. U these resolutions· are backed 
by the voice of the millions, if these resolutions are backed by them,· then I can assure you 

that the whole face of the country would be changed in· a day (cheers). But here they are, 

they are struggling in darkness these poor peilple, millions and· millions of them our own kith 

and kin, the bone of our bone imd the llesh of our llesh, these millions and millionsof our country

men. Well gentlemen, our sufferings are many and our sulferings are great, and if any one 

would ask me as to what would be the proper remedy for all these grievances and sufferings, I 

woulll tell him unhesitatingly and all at once,·· in tlul words of Lord Ripon, that the first 

remedy ie Education the ·second remedy is Education, and the third remedy is Education. 

(Loud applanse) "and fourth, it is education alone that can bring salvation to India 

(cheers). It iS the universal · balm, tho sovereign r~medy, for all . sorrows and sufferings that 

l!esh is heir to. Let tiS go in hnnd1·eds and thousO:uds and tens of tlwusands to ~Iiese teeming 

millions of India and carry this message of salvation to them. Let us carry the stores · of 

knowledge from door to door and within a short 'time, we will find from every cottage of 

this vast Continent-yes, India looks lik~ a. Continent-will rise one long and ceasele~s cry 
which will demand in no uncertain words a system' cif, education which will not only be free 

but compulsory also, · And gentlemen; one word wore. Never forget this portion of 

the resulution, W e;want compulsory education for compulsion is the real thing of the whole 

Bill, for without compulsion, education can never be made universal. A patient does not like 
the hospital and the medicine, nevertheless, the hospital and the medicine at·e necessary for l1im 

to recruit his health. So· also the ignorant child may not like his school and his books, but tbese 

are things whioh are absolutely necessary for him to get on in this world. If· the poo~ father 

cannot afford to give education to the child', the State must come forward and help , h1m and 
give him: free education, This is ~hat is· happeU:ing · in England, America, France, Germany 

and all the civilised countries of th~ world. Let ns follow in their wake and then we shall have 

·this grand achievement fulfiled within a measuroable distance of time. Let ns take this vow. 



Sa1hindra 
Prasad 
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· d d "n this Behar Congress, Behar which was once 
Standing on this hallowe groun • 1 I" . 

· · · t 1 d ·a Behar which sill holds the sacred re lOB of the 
he eatest sest of learnmg m anc1e11 n 1 • • • • • 

gr 1 k tl Chairman of the Receptton Comm1ttee for erectmg 
University of Nalanda.-1 t 180 le 1 d 1 

• · · 1 b tie proud privilege of the Benga ee e egatea to 
that N a Ianda gate and It 1as een I , 

• 1 b th t t -Let the cry go forth. from that Nalandba gate, to the 
enter mto the Panda Y a ga e. . d 

· · · I d' d te yonr children educate all your children, e ucete every teemmg m1lbons of n lR, e uca • . • . 

f I 'ldr - 1·th tJ1ese words gentlemen, I com111end tina reeolnt1on · to your 
one o your- c 1! en: u . J • 

acceptance (Cheers). 

C P R y IYAR (Madras) in seconding the resolution said :-Mr. ' Mr C P R Mn . AMASWAM . • . :\iyar: ' Pre•ident .and. Brother delegates, Not the lesst of the Royal boons . that waa ann~nnced 
· tl ..><t of r.o· lacs for education and was the prom1ae of fnrtber gifts to some ttme ago was te 5'* ~ · . . . . 

· f t' 't t' That showed the real royal aolic1tude for the true welfare augment 1t rom tme o true. , 
of the people of the country. .At the time tl1e Congress met last y":'r: Mr. Gokhal~ a 
Elementary Education Bill was on the anvil-; and you al~ heard . the. thr~lhng accents ~1th 

h. h h d all of ns to rise as one man to ag1tate unt1l h1a B1ll was paased mto w tc e summone 
law. It was not passed into law. It was ·not without a feeling of anrmise of the end which ' 
was to come ·in respect of that Bill "that Mr. Gokhale made that impaasioned appeals,. The 
end has come: the Bill has been rejected: What then does it behove us to do? We ought to 
agitate as omi man, ~nd see that that Bill finds ite place in the Statute-Book. Remember, 
gentlemen, during th! yesr 1910-11, not more than 6Si lacs of people, _throughout the whole 
length and breadth of the continent, enjoyed' the benefit. of any education whatsoever. Remem
ber also, gentlemen, that tl1e proportion of the school-going I"'Pnlation to the whole population 
is 1·9. In this respect, this country atanda far !>elow Russia, and the Pbillippinei •. 
Gentlemen, suth a state of thlngs ought not to be tolerated. _The remedy lies entirely 
in yonr own bands, you must agitate with the Government, concentrate all the private 
efforts in the land ~ntil you .find tba t by priv~te aid or by forcing the attention of the 
Government ·upon this problem that education is made free and compulsory. Gentlemen, is it 
necessary after the eloquent and thrilling words of the previous speaker to say more on this 
subject? But thi .... esolution comprehends another. branch and the second portion of the 
Resolution is that " This Col!gress cordially "approves of the movement for the establishment 
of· teaching and residential universities in India." Mr. President "and Gentlemen, It baa 
often been butled against the educational system in this coontry that it is barren of 
results. It bas been said that graduates turned out of the universitiaa do not produce 
any startling or original results-that research is absent in this country. This gentlemen, 
may be ascribed not only to the soul-lessness of the teaching that is imparted in moat of 
onr colleges and · U niversities.-tbat soollessneas which it is the aim · of Hindu and 
Mobammadan Universities to oombat--bnt also to the system of what might be called cram
ming establishments' Which are What the 0 Diversities really are all ' OVer the COUntry : 
The Universities ·are reslly centres of cramming tl1r0oghout the country and it is the 
aim of all persons who have the interests of true education at heart, to convert theae universities 
into residential and tesching universities, to ·revive in India the glories of the old Home 
university system. Gentlemen, the last· speabr refered to the University of Nalanda.. l'icture 
to yourself the system of education that waa practised in ancient India, it was . truly a 
residential university. The pupil sought the home .of the teacher and derived inspiration from . 

. daily life with him and f~om his example aa well as his instruction. It is really that to 
which •Western nations have approxima!f1d in the ·great and advanced countries of ElJrope 
and America. And it is that to which we 111ust approximate, before any real progress 
in education is possible. This system of examinations and reading for examinations alone 
bas wrought great ruin, great havoc on the intellectual constitution of the country. It 
bas produced a race who are, in _the language of our hostile critics, fit only to be clerks. We want 
band of organised research, we want ·a band of men who will carry forth the torch of 
science and truth, as the ~arnest band of such men carry forward in , other countries •. To 
achi~ve. that end, we can only advance through residential and teaching U Diversities. Great 
cr~d~t 1s therefore due to the organisers of the Hindu and Muhammadan universities who are 
otnvmg to achieve that end. But we do not want Hindu and Mohaminadan universities .. Ione0 

We want not two, but twenty universities scattered all over the country, based on the 
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residential end teaching basis, diffusing the light of knowledge throughout the length and 
breadth of tl1e m .. therland. Gentlemen, with tl•ese words I second the proposition (cheers) . 

. THE . HoN'BI.ll Mn. RA>IAN_DHAI MAHIPAUA>l. (Allahabad), in eupporting the H 'bl 
resolub~n, S~Id :-Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen, ·One of the great forces which Mr. ~~m!n
have bml~. •:p m_odern India and which will built it still further is widespread education. bhai Mahi
All adm1mstratiVe refonns, all elfm·ts of progress essentially depend for their success on patram. 
incroas_i~g and extensive _e~ucation. The boon of ediiCation which bas be~n . given to us by , 
the Br1t1sh Government m th~ discharge of their duty a~ a civili•ed natioo,-if this . boon 
were wit&drswn, all _our political growth, in fact the whole edifice of our national life would 
crumble to pieces like a pack of cards. While, therefore, retrograde educational policy of 
former days has made us aJ>prehensive, we must now feel grateful that the Government of 
India b~ve annou~ced a policy of furthering education and we must remember that this too 

• 1 has come to us as a Royal gift, from His Gracious Majesty the King-Emperor 00 the occasion 
of the Delhi · Dnrbar. The large ·educational grants whiclt the Government of India have 

given in pursuance of that policy ~re sure to give an Impetus to the spread of 'education, 
though to be really effective, they require to be largely augmented. But the. treatment which 

. the Government has given to· Mr. Gokl1ale's Elementary Education Bill is inconsistent with 
the educational policy launched by th-e Government and there is no doubt that the Govern

ment have been wrongly advised in believing fJlat the measure is opposed to the needs of the 
country or that there is some political danger ·lurking under it. Neither is the measure 
premature. The· masses of lndia'ar., steeped in ignorance; they 8re too ignorant even to 

..,ppreciate the advantages of education. 

No problem~ of sanitary refonns or agricultural improvement or industrial progress 
or local co-operation, in fact no problem of the people's life can be solved without widespread 
education ; and the masses are in such a condition that ·they cannot be brought to accept 
education, unl~ss it wexe made free ·and compulsory. And. let us hope that the Government 
will see their.- way to re-conside~ the question. With these remarks, I beg to support the 

proposition (cheers). 

Mn. R. C. GnosE.-Mr. 'Pre~idimt, Brother delegates, L_adies and Gentlemen. Sir, I 

confess that of all the resolutions of this Congress, I regard this which I have the honor to 
support as the most vital and important. Sir, I do not think I am using the language of exaggera-
tion when I venture. to say that, the subject of free and compulsory education is the most 
dominating questi~n that is waiting for our solution. Some one has said that in questions of edu-
cation one really handles the life p•llse of future generations. That is so. !If the condition of India 
is to improve and she is to take her place as one of _the progressive countries of the world, the 
first thing -nece~sary is undoubtedly the_ banishment of illiteracy from .the land. I therefore 

respectfully invite this Congress to treat this question of free and compulsory primary education 
as the most dominating issue in Indian politics,-dominating issue, Sir, because in the long 

run, it absorbs and pversbadows every other. Gentle!"e1,1, . what is the t:osition to-day with 
regard to mass e<\ucation in India? Out of a population· of nearly 300 millions less-'lthan 16 

millions can read and write,-not 15 millions of . the" whole population and not one million out 
of the whole female population ; and this modest amount of literacy is mainly confined to a few 
privilege castes: Gentlemen, in 1882 Lord Ripon appointed au Indian Education Commission 
and one of its chief duties was to find out what propress had been made with regard to mass 
education since 1854 ; and in 1882 it was found that only 25 lacs of the entire populalion were 

receiving instruction in primary schools. In other words, only 1·27 per cent of the whole popula-
tion was receiving instruction in Elementary Schools. Now, to-day, after more than quarter of a 
century, we fi-;,d that only 1·9 per cent of · the whole populatio~ is rec~iving ins~ru~tion in 
Elementary Schools. Gentlemen, it it interesting to obsen:e that the greatest mdictm,ent 

· t th t os"1t"1on of mass education is not to be found 10 the speeches of the Hon ble agams e presen p . 
Mr. Gokhale but in the pages of a Government report. Mr. Orange in the quinquennial 

report of 1907 says this :-" But the rate of increase whether for the l~st 85 years or fQI" the 

1 t fi · slow when compared with the distance that has to be travelled as ve years 18 very ,• 
before , primary education can be universally diffused. If the number of boys at 
school ~outinues to increase even at the rste of increase that has taken 
. place in the last five years,. . and -. these were DO increase in population, 

Mr. R. c. 
Ghose, 
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several generations would still elapse before all the boys of school-age w~re in school.'' 

Gentlemen, after this, it does seen odd that people should still arg•te that the voluntary 
method of persuasion has not been proved. t<> be a complete failure. Gentlemen, it oeems that 

Mr. A. P. 
Patro, 

some people having got into their heads the idea that compulsory education is an· evil, _peraist in 

believing that the contrary proposition cannot be successfully provecl. Gentlemen, now let os 
con.;;der for a moment the fate of Mr. Gokhale's Bill. . You all know that it has heeil rejected 

this year and you all know perhaps also that it will be introduced again and that process will go 

on until Government_ adopts compulsion. Gentlemen, I may remind you that it is the 

opposition of Provincial governments that has really killed Mr. Gokhale's Bill. They seem 

to think that education has given birth to a tone of mind that is always· discontented and they 

~ therefore opposed to any further spread of education. They seem to think, gentlemen, ' 

that by the experiment of giving education to the' people of this country, · 

they lay a hen's egg. but some how a fighting cock has emerged from it, 

Gentlemen, however, we have to reckon with the opposition of the Provincial governments 

and should try our best to remove it. Gentlemen, I venture to think that we shall succeed 

in making the .Provincial governments ·Change their mind by two ways.-First, by keeping 

up a vigorous agitation throughout the country and simultaneously by opening tnd main

taining free Primary schools wherever possible. Our distinguished eonotr.rmao, Mr. Lala 

Lajput Rai, has aheady collected large sums of mo11ey for opening and maintaining free 

primany schools in the Pmijab,, and our distinguished leader, Mr. Sorendra Nath Baoerjea 

has asked as in Bengal to do the same. We in ~engal are certainly going to open .free 

primany schools, and I earnestly. hope that the idea will be taken up by all the other provinces •. 
Gentlemen, let us not' forget why it is that compolsory primary education was adopted in the 

West. For the origin of compulsory education, we have to go to the west for it is there that 

we find that in the l..St century, when the controversy as to the best form of representative 

govern~ent was finally settled in favour of representative democracy, and it became neceasary 

~ ves~ the sovereignty of the nation ' 11{lOD a widely e.xteuded popular v~te and abo the 

mdustrisl movement created an enormous demand of efficient workers,-that it became 

· apparent that a certain amount of general iustructio~ was an obligation which every nation 

owed to all its members. Gentlemen, may we not say even now that we have got already the 

germs or b~th self-go>ernment and modern industrial development. Do we not willh to 

get self government? and do we ~at wish to build great . industries? If that is so then our 
double purpose will only be d b · rsa1 · · . , serve Y nn1ve diffus1on of primary education. (On tbia 
otage,. the Pre~•~ent 8 _gong was sounded). Gentlemen, further I have to remiad you that 

~~~y 10
· the twentieth century we are hopelessly lagging behind i~ the onward march of the 

CIVilised world. Macaulay once said that lnd' • J'k E • 
with this tran 't' f h •a •s 1 e urope ID the fifth century. Gentlemen, 

Sl IOU rom t e fifth century j • 
twentieth century h b f . o some parts, •n slow . uneven stages up to the 

' yon ave e ore you as It were, all tl t . d 
statesman and biloso her ha~ d . . . . . •e ceo ur~es, au a distinguished 
willdom courage ~nd f/ . ht des~frlbed •t ; tlus transition will have to be guided by OS with 

' res•g ' an· I that is done 't 'II b 
all in the widest diff · f d• . . ' 1 WI e generally realised that, after 

' us•oo o e ucatwu 18 the only I . 
· success of this t d · means t •at will bring about thd ultimate 

• open ous process. I have g!eat pleasure in . 
(Cheers). _ supporting the resolution. 

I 

Mn. A •. P. PArno (BEllHA.Ml•un) . Mr · p 'd 
,,..- · rcs1 eut L d" d G 

great plioasure in supporting the 1 t" . • a ''"' au entlemen, I have 
reso u 1on before JOU Tl d f 

extension of elementary education · · • •e nee or the most rapid 
was conceded by the G , 

· require that there should be mo 'd . overmuent. The people also 
G 

. re rap• extension of ed t' 'T 
overnruent and the people are. d h , uca 1011, houglt both the 

agree t at there 1 ld b' 
meutary education yet in the metJ d · d , S IOU e more extension of eJe-

' 10s an 1n the 
and the Government differ If tlte 1 th d means to be adopted, tlte people 

. . . . sow me o that is now ad t d I .1 
to go on, 1t will take centuries . for the . 0 P e 'Y t 1e Government were 

expanswn of mass d t' . 
Local Boards' Act in 1884 dut·, h b e uca wo, smce the passing of the 

' es ave een cast on th I ' . 
to expand the elementary edncation in f t 't Ia' e ocal boards and the municipal boards' 
I . . ac ' was •d down u d . I 

t •e varwus Prestdimcies that •a portion f th . ' u er spema Government orders in 
b . 0 emcomemthe!o lb d ' 
e reserved for the expansion of eleme ta d . ca oar s and municipalities should 

. . n ry e ucatwn. N tl I 
provmce, there '" only 20 per cent of th h I . ever le ess, we see that in my own 

· e sc oo -gomg pop 1 t' · . u a wn, while in other provinces the 
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proportion differs, equally and !f at this rate we are to carry on the progress, in spite of the 
incentive and impetus given recently, the progress must be slow. The Educational Conference 

·held at Allahabad in February 1911, recognised the p•·incip\e and resolved that,.· detailed survey 
of the cond_ition of elementary education was very imperative, the principle object of the survey 
being to find central villages where central well-equipped sciwol can be established, which would 
be fed by simple forms of s~hools. It wa; t~onght that the 4'mpaign against illiteracy should 
be started by a large and Widespread expansiOn of elementary schools of a lower type which 
would in time develop into 'upper primary schools where conditions were favourable. It was 
felt that the line of advance would differ crinsiderably in different provinces and parts of 
a province. The expansion by means of board •schools rather than aided schools was favored 
but where tb.is is financially impossible, aided schools under recognised management should· 
be increased. The reports on Public Instruction in snme of the provinces reviewing the educa
tional condition cl,isclose in a striking manner that the desire for education is making progress 
among the agricultural p<ij!ulation. The report of" the Di1ector of Public Instruction of Bengal, 
for instance, observed "The increase in the aidel and unaided pl"imary schools is a sign of the 
people's efforts, to proVide •orne sort of education for. their children and given requisite amount 
of support, !'lass education_ is sure to spread rapidly,", The repo"rt

1 
for Punjab also records that 

there has been a pronounced increase in the number of ·pupils. The District :Boards have in. 
ereased the salary of trained teachers. The Govel"Dment of Madras emphasise the recommenda
tions of the Royal .Commission on Decentr&lisations and urge on tlte Local Boards to direct 
their attention to. the spread of elementary education, yet n0 attempt lu1s been made by Govern
ment under the special contributions to expand education ·on tliose lines. Though a special 

' grant has now been given by Government to the various provinces, the conditions are so strict, 
and the rules so rigid that no discretion is given tO the Local. Boards. The educational 
authorities make their proposals and the · Inspector of Schools. has to approve of them. 
The boards have simply to carry' out the proposal · by alloti.i.ng their funds. Beyond 
this, no independence or discretion is given to the . boards as . to the , best way in 
which·those grants can be utilised. Thus there 1\re no means by which they can be utilised 
for the advantage of the country. You find from tl1e reports of the Government that they 
intend to make this J!:ducatim:ial grant a t·ecurring one ; hut unless we agitate that a more 
independent method is adopted the object cannot be 1\t. all attained. For instance, you have 
a syste1n working in Japan. Thirty years ago, the system began and you find from the 
latest report that the• object then intended has 'now· been nearly attaine<l. The .Imperial 
Edict passed thirty years ago declared "It is hereby designed that - there may not be a village 
with an ignorant family nor a fall\ilY with an. ignorant,member." This was really considered • 
a boast of the Emperor; and now Japan has realised. the ideal and Japan has sacrificed for 
it and you see the result now. The duties cast on members pf the local boa"rds and muni~ipa
lities are not only to depend on the contributions ·Government wqu\d li"ive, but to raise funds 
in tl1eir localities, to. find out c~ntres and localities where schools can be established on more 

. national lines suited to the local conditionor and . requirements. If we put our shoulde~ to the 
wheel, if we take the hat round, surely there are people who are willing to· contribute tlteir 
funds. We have only to try the elCperiment and we will find it successful. If methods were 
adopted by the people themselves, it will -be helpful to .the Government and we can ask the 
Government with a better g•·ace for larger funds for t\1; expansion of elementary education. 
Two objections are raised against the introduction of ·free and compulsory elementary education : 
viz., (1) The people are not ye,t prepared for the compulsory system and it will ~arass, 
it will work a great hardship on t\ie poor people, (2) The financial burden will be very large. 
But the difficulties are much exaggeratlld. I need not answer those objections here because 
they have been more forcibly replied to by the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale. One thing is that the 
-compulsory system is essential. For.instance, with reg~rd to vaccination: we had. to start by 
making it compulsory. It has not worked any hardship. People are reconCiled to 1t a~d are 
now thankftll that that legislation is in existance. With regard to fi,nance, the local boards, 1f they 
prepare the budget in a more careful way ought to raise large funds in support of ~lementury 
-education . There is now the supervising authorities . of Government and mstead of 
contributi.ng to education, municipalities and looal boards. now spend it in other directions. T~te 
la .per cent if saved for purposes of education and if the general_ sur~luses ~ ar~ 001~ al"atl-

b1 · 1 th · d b G nt to be utilised in this partwular dmctwu, if these .a e are .a so :au pr1se y overnme .-

Mr. A. p, 
Patro. 
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two funds are also made available for the expansio~ of ·~~cation,'! tn~ter~ot~s w~llth~;dd ~~~:,o: , 
. d method of expanston wotl prevat • . 

better system and more rapt • . t . tie strength In my own province, the 
I d fthe !•eople and that ts o ratse ' . 

which is in the ·tan s o . t I certain municpalities 40 to 60 per cen~ 
f 1 1 oing children ts 20 per cen · n 

percentage o sc 
100 -g 

1
• f th hoi>!& is in my province about SO on the average. · 

, d . trnction The strengt t o e sc ' 
are on ertns · . . SO to 50 r 60 88 was hotly discussed in the conference at 
If tl f II Plement ts ratsed fmm 0 •, · • 

te 11 com ' · 'fll .. f ditore on schools would be constder-
Allahabad you will then find that the proportton o expen . h sit f Ia d 
abl rednc~d . Again, when it is necessary, when we pay so much also ID t e . ape o n ~ess, . 
in ~he sbape.of water-rate, it will be a taxation on property, it will be a ta~attonfi on proffesstohns 

· 1 f d ·u ta' ly give ns sttffictent nanoes or. t e and the contributions from tlte Imperta un s Wt cer tu • • • 

d t' N w yon will see that the financtal dtfficulty will tbua 
rapid expansion of elementary e nra ton. o 11 

b l ."d B t Mr. Gokhnle's position is not that the full systein should be in~duced a at once 
e so \e . l1 • • ffi . th ffi . t 

. It · Iy to be introduced in phices where there tS sn ctent streng , . su cten 
10 the country. 1s on . f th h 1 · 1 
desire on the part of the people. If there are about SO to S5 per cent o . e sc oo -gomg popu a-
f on under intrnctions and if a local board or municipality desires and tf the local ~overnment 
:anctions it, then yon will go to the Imperial Government for raising funds by taxatto~. Thus, 
so many safeguards arc place~. • All these protections are sufficient. to show tltat, if only we 
members take real interest in it instead of making speeches here, 1f only we put our shoulders 
to the wheel and take an earnest interest then we will find enough funds to help tit~ ~pread 
of elementary education and unless we are ready to sacrifice we cannot !tope for the realisation of 

the ideal in the near future. (cheers.) 

The resolution was then put to the vote and carried nnanimonsly. 

·Sanitation. 

THE PnESIDENT:-1 now cnll opop Mr. Devadhar to move the ResolutioQ on sanitation; 

• Mr. G. K. DEVADKAR (Bombay):-Mr. President, Brother-delegates, Ladies and 
Mr. G. K. . . . f t It. ~- th Devadbar. Gentlemen, I beg to submit the resolutton on samtat10n or your accep ance. reswo us :-

" (a) This Congress, while thanking the Government f9r having initiated a system 
' of scientific enquiry into the origin and progress of plague, malaria and other 

diseases, urges the neceasity of immediately taki'ng in band such practical 
measnres as the opening of congested areas, the reclamation of silted rivers~ the 
clearing of jungles, the draining of water logged areas, and ' better . provision 
for the supply of pure drinking water throughout the c:Ountf.y. . . . 

(h) And this Congress exhorte Local Bodies and Public Associations to sys
tematically educate public opinion in matters relating to aanitation and 
hygiene and facilitate tit~ working of those measure~· that are i~augurated with a 
view to check the spread of olisease and the increase of mortality and t.Q..secnre 
better health and sanitation of urban and rural areas." 

- . 
Ladies and Gentlemen. This Resolution resolves itself ·into two parts. The first 

defines the work that we expect Government to do in this matter and the second defines the 
line of action which the educated people at large have to . undertake. in thio connection. The 
first part of the Resolution is one which was paased by this Congre88 last year. It has pleased 
Congress to specifically define the measures and the activities which ought to be undertaken 
by the educated community at large in order to secure better health and better . sanitation in 
urban llbd rural areas. 

You will agree with me that this question is literally, speaking, a question of life and 
death. Therefore its urgency and its importance cannot be exaggerated. Up till now, there
was a deal ~f indifference not only on the part of the Government but I must say on the part 
of the educated people at large. I think we cannot bold the masses any way responsible for 
the great neglect of the laws of health and sanitation, because, you all know, that is mainly 
due to a vast amount of ignorance prevailing among them, to their poverty and io a very large
extent, to the crude notions about the origin and progress of these diseases. Surely it is a 
matter, I should ~ay, of some satisfaction that of late you find some awakening on the part 
of the Government and I am glad to say on the part of the people to some extent. Yon must · 
have heard that recently a conference, a Sanitary Con.ference met at Madras and different, 
governments were asked to send their-official members. Each one bad a . programme or 



nnita~y reform and ·various questions affecting the needs of sanitation and· better hygiene · 
were .discussed at ~hat conference. Three or, four years ago, the United Provinces Government Mr. (j', K. 

· appomted a comm1ttee or conference and the result bf it w'as that a S 'ta B d . • . Devadhar, . am lY/ oar was ~ppomt-· 
ed, and Important schemes of sanitation to be undertaken in the proVince· are referred to 

·· that board. This improvement is now being extended to other provinces as well. So 1 
think, so f~r as the action that has to be takerr by Government is concerned, well we have 
ever-! rea~o~ to hope that with growing enlightened public opinion and if the pressure of that 
pnbbo OpiD!On be brought to bear upon the ·Government--a wider and a more liberal and a 
speedier programme ·of work in the direction of sanitation and hygiene will be taken 
up by Government ; but I think in order that the · programme pf work which will be 
undertaken .. by Government should be made really effective and useful, som~ good work 
will have to be done by the people themselves and when I say that work will have to be done 
by the people themselves I particularly mean by the educated people. Now let us see where 
we stand wit~ regard to the · condition of mortality. . Those of you who will cast a single 
glance at the vitail statistics will easily lind that the rate of mortality in this country during 
the last ten or twelve years ~as been steadily on . the increase. I will give you a few ligures. 
In .the year 1898, our birthrate was per mille 34: and in the year i907-1908 it rose to 87. 
And the deatbrate in the year l898 was 26 ; whereas in the year 1907 it came up to 87. 
Well, analysing these ligures into those that relate to. rural areas and also those that relate 
to urban areas, we lind that the rate of .mortality per thousand in towns was 83 in 1898 which 
rose to 41 in 1907, whereas in rural areaS, it was 26-that will show you that rural health 
was much better than urban health-but in the ten years, it rose from 26 to 36 and if you 
work the percentage, you lind that the rate of m~rtality in rural areas bas increased by 14 to 
ll) per cent, higher. Now, dear brothers, it.sbould certainly be a matter of great concern to us 
ali that t~e sanitation of our villages should be in such a very bad condition. The people 
themselves, have not .the intelligence. I wou1d not say, the willingness-because. my experience 
is otherwise-but. have not the intelligence enough to understand the meaning and the value 

,of the laws of sanitation and health; and it therefore concorns us more particularly the 
educated people to go among the masses and . to explain to them, · to instruct and to organise 
the rural public opinion, if we can, and to impress upon their minds the necessity of obeying! 
the elementary laws of sanitation and hygiene. In this direction, I must ·say that the loca 
bodies are trying to do ~~mething ; but their lin~~ces . are very meagre and we shall have 
therefore to request Government to give. more aid from Imperial as well as from provincial 
revenues. Bot let us concern ourselves just now as to what we can do in this matter. I believe 
if we have the earnestness and if we have the necessary desire to. make the sacrifice of time arid 

1 of a little money, we can organise what we may caU .Sanitary Associations or 'village Sanitation 1 
Committees. In Bombay, we have got a Sanitary Association which is doing, I believe, very. 
useful work. Recently also a new organisation bas been started-what is called the Ante-

. Tuberculosis League ; and because there is that ·organisation, the ~edical profession is willing 
,to work in their behalf ·and liberal and munificent granta have come forth from the richest 
people in the town of Bombay. But I can go further and tell you that Miss Nightingale's 
Village Sanitation Committee has been recentfy formed with Sir Narayan' ~bandarvarkar aa 
President and the history of this little eommittee ,ought to really tell us what exactly is our . 
duty in this ~atter. When the late Miss Nightingale, whose name probably is very widely 
known in this country as one of the greatest lady philanthropists, in her will left certain 
money for the improvement of the health and aimitntion of Indian villages and ltitb that 
little fund and also with contributions that were also collected, a fund was started, '! committee 
was appointed and now work is actually begun in two districts, in Poona and in Thana ; 
and reports that we :r~ceive of the work that is being done by these 
people are very encouraging. Of course, we will have to undertake a regular 
programme, we must have a · series of lectures ; we must ' have 
lantern slide lectures; we must have pamphlets, travelling lecturers,-in fact, we will have all 
the machinery that is used in modern times ·for carrying on a propag~nda in a succsesful a~~;d. 
effective manner. But 1 believe that requires on the part of us all an intelligent understanding 
of what i• meant by tjJ.e need of securing better nethods and securing better measures for the 

• promotion of hygiene and sanitation. If you therefore think that it is the duty of the educated 
people to do it, I am sore you will be able to put forth a very large amount ~ useful work. 
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At tl t. ,ol' th ·I t.uadras Conference Babu :Motilal Ghose impressed upon the Conference 
Mr G K 1e nne e as "" . • . . . 

•· • • th d f ~ · ·.t. · 11 larger portion of the share of the Governmtnt grant, 1mper1al as well 
D evadhar. e ~·· or gt ,mg . . · · fi I 1 · 
· as provincial, for the improvement of samtation m villages; and from the gores 1av~ JUst 

· now quoted, you will see that the claim of village sanitation is much greater ~han the ~la1m of 
urban 'sanitation. Urban municipalities are rich enough, there are many riCh people 10 urban 
localities, but in villages, people are ignorant, are poor--not only ~bet--but they are i11dilterent 
and sometimes opposed to our principles of sanitation and hygiene. It is therefore very 
nec~ssary that larger gran~ should.be devoted towards the intprovement of sanitation in villages, 
and it was for that . purpose that that motion was moved by him and you IIVill be glad to hear 
that the Governor of :Madras emphasised that pojnt in his speech {at this stage the President's 
going was sounded) and he expressed the hope that at the next time, when the conference will 
meet, the proposition will get sufficient and sympathetic eo.nsideration at the hands of the 
conference. With these few words, I recommend the proposition to yoor :nthusiaatio 

acceptance (Cheers). 

Dr. D.P. 
Ranjlt 
Singh. 

• 

DaD. P. RANJir SINGH (Allahabad) then mads ·a speech in Hindustani in aopport 

of the Resolution of which the following is an English translation :-

:Ma. PnasmBNT, Brother•Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen. Last night '·when the 
subjects committee were, about to decide that the resolution was to be pot from the chair, 
I was at the nrge of being keenly disappointed, but I am grateful to oor worthy Chairman 
wbo has kindly allowed the resolution to be spoken upon. ' 

:My predecessor has very luckily put the resolution before _yon and I would 
therefore only make a few observations • Most of IVY predec&ISOrs have confessed 
that 'the resolution they were putting up was the most important of all but I most 
honestly and sincerely confess ~hat no resolution could . possibly be of more vital import
ance to us taken from a nati~nal point of view, as . upon Bamtation, i.e., Preventive 
Hygine, depends the future life of eur conn try. 

• I 

The resolution has two parts, the first is to thank the Government for what they 
have done towards the improvement of sanitatien and I most thankfully confese that very 
substantial progress has been made and ill being made now. · ' 

. ' 

The otber portion of the resolution is to ask the cO-operation of the publie and local 
bodies to work with the authorities and to interest themselves in educating the lay pnblio as 
regards the elementary principles of Hygiene. I . 

. • . Gentlemen, "I am sure those of you who do not yet know the facts about infantile 
mortality would be simply startled to know that the rate of infantile mortality in our unfortunate 
country is almost 4 times as that prevailing iu any other civilised country. I would ask 
you to pause and tbink for one moment whether. this cruel rata of mortality ia not a real 
danger to our national progress and this, I say, is entirely due to the woeful. igooranco 
tha~ prevails about some of the elementary points of Hygienic-knowledge. 1 would not · 
be stating an untruth when I say that our ignorance of preventive medicine is so grest 
and comparatively SO· promisjluous when compared with the other progressive nations that 
there are probably a greater number of our graduates who are more ignorant .of some of the 
ordinary rules of sanitatio11 than some of the cooly classes and other menials in some of 
tbe civillised countries; . an~ this in ~y hmnble opinion is the result of there being, not 
even the.,A.. ]3, C. of samtatwo, taught 10 the schools except in the medical institutions. 

Gentlemen, most of yon are :Municipal Cnmmissioner• and L dh Jd tc d 
. , ' r , y an o ers. e , an carry 
tntluenbe, and I would appeal to them to discharge their moral bl" t' to th · d ted o 1ga 100 e1r nne uca 
brethren by enlightening them on the elementary principles f "t t' d · b d" . . o saUl a ton an y preten mg 
~hem not to mterr~pt but to co-operate. with the measure adopted for the prevention 0~ 
•uch scourges as have been lately devastating our count "th · h d 
h I 

. ry WI vegeance sue as plague an 
c o era etc. · 

Gentlemen, · It one reads about a few hundr d · h · b · • . . e persons avxog een killed m so111e 
battle, be feels a great petty, but I fa1l to realise wh th ll · 

' . . . Y e enormous ro of death that the 
diseases have been cla1mmg yearly from us dQes ·not "te 1 . . . • exc1 a rea sympathy, 

I am afraid I only h~ve_ li minutes which 'are drawing to .a close and would therefore . . ' 



( 115 ) 

~njoio you to do your best. as regards the second portiau of the resol'!tiop, >taking it upon . 

yourself as a moral duty and . with the•e. words and with all the emphasis {at ~IY comlnand I • 
-commend the resolution to your acceptance and resume my seat. 

1'he Resolution WI'S then put to the vote_and caiTied unanimously. 

Mn. PnnsiDENT ::....Now 
runs thus ·~-

ll'ublic Expenditure,· 
we comeio the Resolution about Public Expenditure, which 

"That h · d ~ · . avmg regar to the . enormous growth that has' taken place in the public 
-expenditure of the country, this Congress m·ge!l that early steps be taken towards effective 
retrenchment, in all the spending · department, of the Imperial and the Provincial Governments 
and specially the Milit arj Department.". · , . 

' Gentlemen, the matter is one which has come before the Cong1·ess on various occasions aud 
-only two years ago, I my~elf had an occasion,to speak on it in the Imperial Council. '.Che questi~n 
has been, so far as the generallii;Ies are concerned, well threshed and therefore the subjects coml.. 
mittee have dec}ded that it should be put from my place here, without calling for any formal speech
-es. I therefore propose this resolution. I would, for the information of such as have not been read
ing all that happens in these Councils, bring to your notice that, when that resolution was moved 
the representatives of the ·Government in the various dep.wtmen ts rose and promised to make 
'!Inquiries in their various departments ·and to make statements in ·th• following year as to what 
economies are possible.· 'It· was' asked that a committee be appointed.· Government said 

v" Let us see what,. without the help of the Committee, we can do," and among other departm enta 
.which also promised to effect· economies, was tl1e Military Department .. In the following year• 
they made their statements as to what economies had be~n carried oui. They are substantial so 
.far all' they go, but they' do not, according to our opinion, go far enough. Therefore it is 
necessary to reaffirm that proposition. . I now call upon ·those in favour Df it to raise their hands 

• {cries of "all, all"), . The resolution was theref01·e carried unanimously. 

Land Settlement, . 
THE PBEBIDnNr :~The next resolution is on Land settlement which is in these terms :

• That a reasonable and definite limitation to the demand of the state on land and the introduc
tio]l of a permanent settlement. directly between the Go'vernnient ·and holders. of laud in 

.zyotwari areas, or a settlement for a period of not less than 60 ;yeRl'S in those provinces ;.here 
short periodical settlements or revisions prevail, will, in the opinion of this Congress, substantially 
help iii ameliorating the presentmisatisfactory conditionof the agricultural ·population." ' · 
. Gentlemen, this was U. resolution which iu 1890 was moved by me in the Congress held at 

\ 
Calcutta. Since that time, the Resolution has been brought, year after year, in one shape or another. 
You, gentlemen, of Bengal and Behar and the s~ttled parts of Madras where from the end of the. 
18th Century to the first decade of the 19th Cent•try,· there have been permaueul settlements, 
it may be, the importance of this ·resolution may not be apparent. To those that come from the 
ryotwari tracts, of Madras, of Bombay, of the Central Provinces and even the Zeminderi tracts 
of the Unite Province's a1i.the Punjab, (except a small part near Benares), thi; is a very vital 
-question in which the most important interest of the ·country, the landed interest is mostly con-
-cerned. Gentlemen, I shall not inflict a speech ouyou. I would only say tluit, for the masses 
tbis is one of the most vital ueeds .. What is asked is a limitation of the state demand and · 
-exemption, operation immunity from that most har.;,sing .operation, the unsettling operation, of 
the Revisions or Settlement. Tiljl importance of this ~as admitted so far back as 188! by the 
Government of Lord Ripon. Unfortl!nately, the lines outlined by Lord Rip~n were not carried 
-out and 'ultimately, they were even abandoned. We have to go on reiterating tltis proposition. 
Even those who beiong to the permanently settled districts; tliey. have to go on pressing·. because 
-over the gr.;..ter part of India these harassing operations are undertaken, it may be at the 
-end . of thirty years or sometime• at the end of fifteen .years. I therefore in the .interests of 

the cultivators and of the classes dependent on land, move this proposition. 

The Resolution WI'S put and carried unanimously. 

Indians in the army. 

THE PnEBIDENT :-I now cal! upon the Hon 'ble Mr. C. V. S. N arasimha Raju to move 

the .Resolution on 'Indians in th~ . Army.' · 
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S .. N ARASIMHA RAJU (Vizagapatam said:-Mr. President. 
THn HoN'BLE Mn. C. V. 

Hon'ble Mr · G ! Th. e resolution I have the honor to move for your 
C. V. S. 'Brother-delegates, Ladies and ent emen. · 

-Narasimha acceptance runs tlms :- · _ 
Raju. "This Congress is strongly of opinion that the injustice of keeping the higher ranks in 

Mr. 

d 
· ttl 1 of this country and of tl1e exclusion of certain races and castes the army close agams 1e peop e . 

1 k II hould no longer remain unremedied." Yon know that eome castes 
from the ower ran s as we s . , 

d d · tl 'or provinces of Madras Bombay and Bengal, remain unrepresented in the an , cree s tn 1e maJ ' 

t f •- · remarks made by Lord Roberts .in his. hook on "Forty years' army on acconn o · cer~onm . . . . 
· · 1 d' " regarding certain castes m these provmces, It IS hkely tl1at tl1& expertence lD n 1a . . 

Government are not recruiting sepoys from these to the army. It 1s not JUSt and reaaonable 
that, on account of the remarks of one, though an emi~ent soldier, that these castes should be
so unjustly treated. We know as a matter of fact, that the. long military trsinins gives a very 

ood character as well as good citizenship. It is a matter that has always to be noticed 
~itb pleasure that the sepoy who retires from his imny is a noteworthy citizen and a very 

- useful citizen as well. When all the provinces equally contribute towards the maintenance of the
army, it.is unjust that only a few provinces and a few castes and creeds should have the right of 
being recruited to the army. When this fact about recmiting was brought to the notice or 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief by the Godavery District Association by means of a 
J!lemorial, His Excellency the Commandercin-Chief sent a reply through the Adjutant
General saying that, as far as the Telugus are concerned, while His Excellenc7 the Commander-· 
in-Chief sympathises _with the mejDorialists and acknowledges the aplendid past military 
services of the Telugus, be regrets that be cannot at )1l'esent consider the question of Alterstioll' 
in the position of the regiments enlisted from Madras, . such as would involve the introduction. 
of the Telugus. , The next point-for your consideration is wheth~r the Govemment is j~ified 
in closing the higher ·ranks of the military service to the natives of India. Long ago, Lord 
Curzon introduced the' Imperial Cadet Corps and we were made to believe that Commissions
would be issued. But 'Ye waiteil'for more than eleven years ; and we have not seen even 
a single instance of a commiasion being iasued to any one in the Native Army •. We know 
that the Eastern nations are awakening in this respect. There is g' eort of martial spirit 
reviv!ng in all the oriental nations; but on account o( our peculisr circumstances of being
pia ced under the c•re and custody of the . British nation, we are placed in this wretched condi
tion, and it is necessary that, when we demand that we want improvement in • that direction 
as well, the Government should take into consideration our claims and give us our proper
share. "o/ e are able to' compete with the .British, with the European British-hom subjects 
in every other walks of life; and though we are in a position to compete with them favourably 
even as ~tidges of the High Court, as members of the Executive Council, yet we are noi· 
given this chance to see how we fare. This may be on account of their short-sighted policy 
or with the spirit and instinct of self-preservation, Whatever may be their motives, we· 

mus_t ·•~e, that we are being done a great injustice and there is great degeneracy ~nd effiemenacy
settmg m among us on account of the treatment that is given to !lB. With these few remarks, I 
commend the proposition to your acceptance. (cheers) . 

Prakasa 
Rao. 

~n. PnAXASA R~o (Coconada), in secondi~g the resolution, said :-Mr. President 
Ladies and Gentlemen, According to the present existing orders the only races that. 
have been excluded from enlistment in the army are the Bengal ' t t h h ees, nex o w om come t e races-
of Madrps, compris_ing tl~e Telugus, Tamils, Canare:e and the heroic Mahrattas. All tJ1ese-
people were not enhsted smce Lord Roberts became the Comm d · Ch' f ·H 1 d 1 . _ . an er-m- 1e • e p anne out t 1e 
Scheme,. greatly besmuchmg their fam~ and tarnishing their cherished reputation. (Cries of •Shame',. 
He carr1ed out the long·cherished programme of his th t h b C · . , , , e momen e ecame ommander-m-
Ch1ef. I won t trouble you with authorities in the justification or verification of my statement,. 
but would merely refer ·you to read th Ch t · h' · 

11 d "F rt y , E . ' . e ap er m IS book, m his a9tobiographical sketch,. 
?a eh 0h Y ears . xperience 10 India." Gentlemen, especially the Madrasees were condemned 
m t at un appy war With Burma where they b t t 

. . ea a re reat, according to the military officers 
on some occas1on and ever since tbat the Tel d h · '· 
unfit to serve in the arn1 ' . . ugue ~n t e Madrasees have been considered 
Mahrattas to once k yb. Our trad1tlons and our past history entitle us ard the-

more see t e portals of the arm This . . . 
because recently the question wa . y. proposttJOn IS urged before you. 

s opened before H.. Excellency· the Commander-in-Chief and: 
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he is said to have shown some sympathy for the four races which have been unjustly thrown 
Mr. Pra

out. and unjustly condemned as unfit to hold appointments in the army. Wbot is the stste kasa Rao. 
of thlngs now ? The Government is obliged to seek for soldiers among the Pathana on the 
other side of India, the Sikhs, the Gurkllas, and the Punjabee ·Mahomadans. . In the province 
trom which I come, it is an· anomaly to find what is called the Madras regiment and the Car-
natic regiment composed of four Companie.......:two Companies of Mabomadan and two Companies 
of Pariahs and Chritiana because, for "militory · purpqses, Pariahs and Christians go together, 
because according to Government, · t4e army must .consist of Christians and the moment the 
Pariahs are converted into Christians, they then join the ra~ks ~f the army. The anomaly 
of the thing is that a Pariah by Wmself is not fit to be a soldiers, but the moment he becomes 
a Christian the martial instinct flows into him and he becomes fit to be a soldier. I am not 
saying this on my own authority. . In May last, a recruiter came from Bangalore t~ our town 
in order to recrnit Mohammadans and Christians •. I asked hlm "which' Christians do you prefer?" 
He s&id •Pariah Christians'. I said' that there are stalwart Pariahs, why do not you enlist 
them 7 He said, 'I have no right to recruit them'. We do not know how a chang~ of faith 
can .bring martial spirit and how Mussalmans, disarmed as we are, can, from the moment 
they are enlisted in· the army, become warlike. L do not grudge the privilage given to them. 
Just look at the composition of the Madras army. You may all' well imagine a Gordan 

. Highland army composed ·of two companies of Polish people, two companies of Swiss and 
. ' 

two companies of Turks and still ~all it the Gordon Highland army-the Scotch Highland 
army. The Madras army is composed like that. With all this, what is the state of tbings1 
We have the authority ·of Sir Sidney Low, whose book .has been' recommended by Lord 

, Morley and Lord Curzon as the best authority. He says that the Rajputs no longer 
' . . 

wish to enter the portals of the army. The sikhs have been taking to other professions and 
become oooly recruits and mill • hands, rather than join the army and that the Govern
ment ; is compelled· to · fall · back · upon Pathans and Gurkhas. How· long is 
this state of thlngs to go ori f · We cannot saY.· It is said that the Bimgalee is getting fat 
on· occount of his rice-eating, the Telugn is cowar<lly and the Tamil is weak for his Rasam, 

· the Mahratta is crafty. Now,; gentlemen; adjectives are not wanting. Any number of 
adjectives and -invectives may be· coixied to m'"'k d~wn races. But that races which have a 
glorious past and traditionS'· whlch ally nation · sliould be proud of, should be so excluded and 
marked down as unfit to ·bear arms in the king's service is wrong. Gentlemen, we must all. 
move, now that there is another .Commander-in-Chief who is said to be hlndly disposed to 
reconsider this question,-you all honorables ·· who muster strong in the Councils, you-must 
feel both individually and collectively, feel in your hearts tbt so many millions are excluded 
from serving· their king in the army along with the other races of India. Gentlemen, I 
am a Brahmin, bora; from start to,· finish, an accountant. You may be surprised how an 
accountant could move tWa resolution. But that is a different thing. I may tell you that old 
Congresswallas will remember .the speech of Mr. S. P. Sankarau at Bombay. He was one 
of our school;mates. He entered the imny and within two years he became a private and 
then sergeant quarter master. He had power to drill a company and superintend both at 
close and extended orders, the parade practice. Well that . certificate was 11ot given to him 
by cringing or dissembling before any local officers ; but a Military Board whlch came from 
Madras certified that. Most of ns know that tlie very· first regiment in the British Army was 
known 88 the ,'first. Brahminil' 'and· they were given eootmissions. Wh&t did Mann say 1 
He says that commissions in the army should be given to Brahmins ; jndgeships also> should 
be given to them. If that were true, . and if all of you have faith in the sayings of M~nn, 
everybody from the Pariah . to the Brahmin, everybody should appeal to His Majesty the 
King to give us once more the opportunities to distinguish ourselves in the army, just as 
we have practically prove~ our capacity in all other branches. With these few remarks, 

gentlemen, I second the proposition ( <fueers ). . . 
The Resolution was then put to the vote and carried unanJOusly. 

Blgh eourt. 
Tnm p 811siDBNT :-The next resolution on High . Courts in India _will, according to 

the decision of the Subjects Committee, be moved from the chair. It is to tWa effect:
" This Congress is strongly of opinion that the High Courts ·in India should have the 
same direct relation with the Govrenment of India alone as ·the High Court at Fort 

ti
. .. 

William in Bengal has at the present me. 

.. 
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- Gentlemen, this proposition W88 brought before the Congress • last year and ita 
importance explained. I shall, without any comme'i.t, put it to the vo~ . Those of yon who ~
in favour of it will raise their hands (Cries of 'all' 'all'). The ResolutiOn was therefore earned 

unanimously. 

.!lppreclatlon of .Mr. G. 1(, Gokhale's Services, 

TnB PnEBIDBNT:-1 now call upon Dr. Sapru to move the resolution on the Ap

preciation of Mr. G. K. Gokhale's services. 

Dr, Tej Dn. TEJ BAHADUR SAPnU (Allahabad) then rose and said !-Sir, the resolution 
Babadur _·which I have _been asked _to -place before you for you acceptance runs thus:-
Sapru. " This Co~gress puts on recor4 its high appreciation of the valuable work _ done by 

the Ron 'ble Mr. Gokhale, C. I. E., in his visit to South. _Africa undertaken at the 
invitation of our countrymen in that Colony." Gentlemen,. I consider it a great 
privilege that I showd be called upon to move· a ,resolution asking yon w 
show your gratitude to one of our conntryme!', whose name is a household word in India. 
Gentlemen, if ever there was an Indian who may be claimed by the Mohammadans as their 
own, and who may be claimed by the Hindus equally as their own, if ever there was an Indian 
who made_ absolutely no diffe~ence between the one community and the_ other, who has always_ 
enjoyed the confidence of the entire Indian community and commanded the respect of the 
Government,- that man surely is Mr. Gopal Krishna Gokhale (cheers). Gentlemen, the 
services rendered by .Mr. Gokhale already in_ the Council and in the public life of this coqntry, 
were .0 distinguished and so eminent that would have been a gracefW ,act at any moment and 
at any time to expre.ss publicly our gratit~de to him;. but the service which he has rendered 
very recently is such that I showd think it eelipses all the_ previona services which have been. 
rendered by him. .It is no ordinary task for an Indian to nn_dertake a journey at so _much 
self-sacrifice and s~ much _inconvenience acroas the aeas when he most know that he has to take 
his chance as to whether he will be well received or whether he will he hooted down in 8 110untry 
)Yhicb is no~ particul~ly noted for its frienfllness to Indians. Mr •. Gokhale took that ri4k . · 
aud we are gratefW not only for Mr. Gollile that he took that risk, b11t I think we owe 8 

debt of gratitude to the South African Government also for the manner in which they re-
ceived one of our most distinguished leaders (cheers). 8 .. -

Gentlemen, this probably is the first occasion on which an Indian felt himself celled 
npon w take part in a · matter which is not · merely local i or Indian, but which 
has assumed the proportion of an lmperisl Question; and' we think that if that service 
had to be rendered by any .Indian, no better Indian could. have been eelected by our oountry~ 
men in South Africa than Mr. Gokhale himself. Gentlemen, Mr. Gokhale may not have 
succeeded as so'!'e of us might. have wished him to do in South Africa, but for my 
part, and I believe that is the conviction of a very large number of the delegates 
and of our countrymen . in this country, that he has suc'!eded as much as it was possible 
for any human being to do nude~ the circumstance8 and having regard to the prejudices 
which exist upon this question. But l would ask yon to approach this whole question 
not so much from the point of view of immediate· gain, as from the point of view 0 

the moral effect of it. I think the !ery fact that a ml\n .lik11 Mr. Gokhale sboul 
have gone from our co11ntry to So11th Africa· .to render service .to our distressed 
~o~ntrymen. this. ought _to .add• ~ our- n~tional pride and self-~pe;t, The way in 
w~ch he was rece1v~, the way lD which he earned .on his campaign there under the guidanoel 
and with the help. and loyal support of Mr. Gandhi, the way in which he handled those 
delicate questions there shows that Mr. Gokhale is a born leader of men and a born 

stat.es~an. (Chee~s). ~ow, Gentlelllen, imagine to yourselves what an amount of strength 
we gamed from th1s VISit of 1\lr. Gokhale. Here is South Africa wh re tl - , e our countrymen •e 
highest vf them and Mr. Gandhi is one of them-have been tr••ted m h th p · h 

. . Ulll uc worse an ar1a a 
would be treated .by ourselves 'in some· parts of 'this counboy- 0 th th h. d • n eoer an you 
have picture of one our own countrymen going to South Af · b • . 1 . . . riCa, emg rece1 ved a most 
nght royally by these men, bemg g•ven a hearing and being g' · h f I · 1 IVen • a c ance o p actng t 1e 
whole case before the South African. Government. I say that d" t' tl dd 
. - IS mc y a s to our self-respect 
and ought to make 118 proud of our distinguished countryman I d t h" k I 'I . . • o no t 10 need d1 ate 
upon th1s ResolutiOn much further. We all feel in our he t · f h . ha ar o earta t t Mr. Gokhale has 
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rendered signal service. We would be wanting in gr~tit11de if' we were to suppress our thong h ts 

on .this occasion ."nd it gives me the greatest pleasure to find that this Congress, consisting 
as 1t doea of the best minds o! 1\l.r. Gokhale's · countrymen, is prepared to place on record its 
sense of the high appreci.,tion of the services which he has rendered recently in this connection. 
Gentlemen, l. hope you will carry this resolution with ""!'iamation and call for thre~ cheers for 
Mr. Gokh.,le (Cheers). 

Mn. Kntsntu BAHAY (Bankipore) in seconding the resohttion 'said. :-Brother-1 Mr. Krishna 
delegat~, I b..ve been called upon to second" resolution which , in my opinion does not ~equire Sahay, 
seconding, in order to commend it to your acc!ptance, for I take it that the sense o f high 
and nnqnalified approval of the. appreciation of and deep gratitude for the serviees which 
Mr .. Gokhal! has rendered to o~ poor countrymen in South Africa is uppermost in tl\e minds 
of every one of yo11 present here. Among the many ·services to his--countrymen and these 
services are countless-which Mr. Gokhale has rendered his services to his brethren in South 
Africa starid foremost. and wiU for ever ·live in the gt·ateful .• recollection of his countrymen: 
TQ me the spectacle of a solitary Indian, frail in health, crossing the seas in order to defend 

. his countrymen in South Afriea, · is one which ·cannot be adequately described. in words. This 
selfless and ~e!f-iml'osed task which Mr.. Gokha~ has performed, surround , his name with a 
halo of glory, all his own which no man can dispel. · The Congress, in recording a vote of thanks 
for his services, .s doing only a bare act of justice to him and I may add, a bare act of justice 
to. itself. I shall tlterefore without any further remarks from llle or fro:m any other speaker 

'·. eall upon you. to carry tit is r!'Solution with acclamation (Loud cheers) • 

T~ resalution. was then carried unanimously amidst loud and continued ?heerin g, 

the audience rising to .tlteir feet. 

Three cheers for Mt; ·Gokhille were then called for and heartily given . 
. .... 

eonstltutlon • 
. l •• • • • . 

TnE Pnssri>ENT :-The next resolution' on,. the constitution is a formal resolution and . . . . 
will be pllt from the chair, as determined by the subjllcts committee .last. night. That resoln tion 

. . . 
runs thus :- ,_. 

. "The .·~~n~titution and Roles of the Indian National Congress organisation as amended 

by tlte All-Indi" Congress Committee be adopted ;" . . . . . 
Brother-delegates. All the. delegates ·in 1f1e . subjects ·~ommittee are aware that 

only one important addition. of .a ' substantial -character was made to our constitution 
' and to the subsidiary rules, .. ·and that is in . regard to the provision for 

tlta election of .delegates, There has. been a · complaint during. the last two or 

three years tltat in trying to protect· ourselves, .to protec~ Jl'e Congres~ fro~ occurrenc~s 
which. very nearly brought ns to a grave disaster tn .1907, 1t was necessary to unpose certatn 
restrictions. In imposi~g these restrictions it was laid down that. 'only' certai~ bodies l'nd 
certain associations should have· the·right to elect delegates. Since last year, however, there 

·has been a suggestion that the door should be opened and that public meetings convened under 
· sufficient guarantees of their being faithfol acceptors of the creed· of .the Congress, should be 

allowed to elect dalegates. The sug!l'estioti Is made ·by the ~ubjects Committee and by the 
All India congress committee, that meetings called by . the congress committees and by t~e 
association recognised by the . congress committees, may elect delegl\tes to the congr~s. Thta 
is the one impartment substantial addition to your constitution. The only other · thu!Jl's . that 
have been done are verbal· changes and the excision of tlte transitory roles. The Transttory 

provisions are no longer required. They were required only in 1908 and now they "re no 
longer required. Another important change made was that the delegation fee has bee'/' rc~~ced 
from twenty rupees to ten rupees as before. • Then there is a rider.to the second pa.rt ,a subs1~1~ry 
part added to it and that is this-that half of this delegation fee shall be seqt t~ the Bnttsh 

eongress committee for its expense,providid that a minimum amount of 3000 Rs. IS always. ~o 
sent. These are the only important addition and alteration. Our rules c~ntemplate the appomt
ment of a paid assistant secretary. There are signs,-! cannot say anytlnng more on that-there 
are signs .gf that suggetion being put into practce; ·1n all likelihoocl, a paid assis~nt-secret~ry 

fr la e here that tins resolntton 
would be appointed on a suitable salary. I propose om my P c _ . . 
on the constitution be adopted. (cries of yes.) The resolution was then earned unantmously. · 

The 
President. 
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Tbe Brltlsb eommtttee. 
now call upon the Hon'ble Madan Mohan Malaviya to move 

The President :-I 
I tbe next resolution. l . h on rising was received with cheers and cries of 

Pandit Madhau Mohan dMln av;ya, t:e :.oluiion ;hat I have to place. before you runs 
Vande Mataran, said :-Brother e ega es, 

as follows :- • f s· Will' W dd · . . f hi h a preciation of the services o 11' •am e er-
"This congress record 1ts sense o g P • • f 

· · · · h B 't' h "ommittee and resolves that the orgamsat1on o 
bum and the other members 1lf .t • n IS • " • " 

the British committee and India should be mamtamed. . . . .. . . 
. < "th t this congress authorises the preSident to wire to S1r 

It . goes on nutner to say . . a . to th G I 
. . Wedd b th • the follomng gentlemen guarantee that they will pay e enera 

Wilham er lll'll •• ,.- be 'tted 
secretary tbe sums put against tJ1eir names before Mach yoarly for three years to rem1 

of tb B 'tisb committee of the Indian National oongress : and. that 
to England for the expense e n . • ·b. 
· · · h Reception committee will remit half the delegation •ee 8\\ Ject in additiOn to t ese snms, every . .. . 
to a minimum of Rs. 8, 000 for the aame purpose. 

Then follow the names responsible for seeing them collec!ed. · The. guaranteel! ~ not on be~alf 
of the individuals, but on behalf of the provinces. ·They stand personally responsible for seemg 

them collected. 
Bengal: Baboos Snrendra Nath Banerjea, Baikuntha Nath Sen, and Ambica 

Charan Maznmdar .... · ..... ••• ••• 
.. (Mr Mullick pays in addition for a year) ,,, ,,, 

Boml!&Y : Messrs. Wacha and Khare ... . ••• • •• 
Madras : The Hon'ble Subba Rao ••• ... ... ,. .. . 

Mr. C. P. Ramaswamiy Iyer ... ... .. . 
U~ited Provinces :The Hon'ble Pandit Malaviya . " ••• .. . 
Behar : Mr. M. Haque ... ••• • ••. • •• 
funjab : Pandit Rambhuji Dutt Cll.luihri, La! Hara Kishen Lal, and Lala 

Lajput Rai, 500 each .•• ... ,.. • •• 
. I 

Berar: The Hon'ble Mr. Mudholkar ... ..... . .. 

Rs. 
2,00() 
1,000 
S,OOO 

1 8,000 
,500 

8,000 
1,500 

' 1,500 

1,000 

Gentlemen, I am sure I need not take up much of your time in commending this resoln-
' tion to your acceptance. Sir William Wedderburn has been rendering a service to India which 
we cannot sufficiently express our gratitude for. In his old age, at a period of life when very 
few people will be thinking of worrying themselves about public affairs, h& is atill carrying on 
the work of the British Committee for the Indian National Congress in India at the centre of the 
Empire. In spite of his weak health, ke comes every time to attend the meeting of the Con· 
gress Committee froiD Gloucester to London : He is spending religiously the. £1000 of his 
pension every year in matters connected. with India. (Cheers) I find it difficult for me to 

adequately express the gratitude that! am sure we all feel for Sir William Weddfll'burn, for 
his deep, abiding and ceaseless solicitude for promoting the well-being of the people. To :Mr. 
Home we have owed a large debt of gratitude; and to Sir William Wedderburn we owe no 
less a debt of gratitude. All that we do is what it is possible to yon to express in such words ~ 
the poor speaker who has been asked to place this r~solntion before yon may be able to command, 
your heartf~lt feeling of ~dmiration, respect, esteem and affection and gratitude for Sir William 
Wedderburn. But we also feel thankful to other members of the British Committee for the 

• 
great self-sacrifice with wllich they are carrying on the work of the Congress in London. But 
for the labors of the British Committee,· the Congress would not have achieved the success 

. which it has achieved and do not let anybody run away with the idea that, because we bad 
achieved some succeSII, therefore we may dispense with them. Your work is only just begun ; 
your succeSIIes have no doubt begun to show themselves and you have reason to feel 
gratified at the achievement, which you have already recorded. My friends, remember among the 
resolutions laid before you, several deal with important questions and .deal with important 
principles which are not goirig to be settled withC!_ut the help of our friends in the British
Parliament and without the help of those who are at the helm of -~ffairs. It is not possible 
for us to reach them when debates take · place in the Houee of Commons. y 00 require 
members of the British Committee to brief those members of . Parliament with. 
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information regarding Indian questions--those who want to speak on Indian matters. When 

there is a question or there is a resolutiqn on, !'~embers want information which they might 
place before the Hou~e on your behalf, for your benefit and also when there are foolish, malacious 
or ignorant attacks made upon Indiana and when Indian questions are misrepresented in· the 
English preBB, yon need the services of some friends in the'. British Committee who should be 
able to nip the evil in the bud and ~ apply the correction whenever incorrect and misleading 
statements are made. So also is the l)ecessity for maintaining the 'India' paper. • India • may 
be interesting to us only mainly, largely because· of· the full reports of Parliamentary debates' 

which it supplies to us ; but it ia of great value to us in that it supplies the one source of infor
mation to English members of Parliament who are interested in Indian Questions. Do not think 
that they will wade through all the papers in the country to pick up information which might help 
Y<tD• But if they find the information compreSBed in .one English paper of very moderate size, 
they are willing tO glance through it and utilise it, and in that way •India' has beeO: 
extremely helpful and will continue to be helpful to the cause 'of Indian progress. it is 

I . 
for these reasons that we ask you to expreBB YOJll deep and sincere obligation .to Sir William 
, Wedderburn and to the members of the Committee for the work that they are doing and 
.to expreaa your determination to continue tile , British Committee and to keep "it up in the 
year, Then, naturally, necessarily comes the question· of expense. There has been a dis
position in ~ome quarters to cavil, at' amount oi · money which is being spent in maintaining 
the British Committee. Allow me,. my brother delegates, to aSBure )'Oil ihat the sums 
yon are spending are the smallest that could be reasonably spent. on· a cause so great as the cause 
of Indian progress. The work is being carried on under the most economic ,conditions, with , the 

utmost regard for economy. Yon cannot expect ·any body of honorary workers to carry on 
this work at lesser expense. So far as India ia co'!_cemed, it is a matter of regret that it 
baa not paid .ita way. The reason for it ia that you cannot expect among men 1 in 
England to aubscri~e to a paper purely devoted .to India. But it ia to your interest,' it 
is important and eSBential for your interest, that the paper should . be maintained. You 
find merchants, 'traders spending large sums of money in advertising their wares ; you find . ' 
.societies ·and associations spending large, sums of money in propagating the views which 
they believe in and which they want to propagate. Here is the cause of ,Indian· progreaa 
along all lines . of national reform, Yon surely cannot grndge the expense that you have 
to find in 'keeping up this ,paper. I am glad to be able·to ~ay that a resolution has been 
arrived at ; certain gentlemen have come forward to guarantee the sums that I have noted 
with the consent of their fellow-delegates; from the provinces. I hope every. member of the 

CongreBB will consider it his solemn dnty not only to the country's cause but also to the 
frienda who are giving us. aelf!eBBly all the' best in them to the cause of India, to find as 

much money as they ~an from his province for the keeping, up of the British Comn.ittee 
and •India.' The sum is small ; about 20,000 Rs. or somethfug like it. This is all that ia 

needed for both the purposes, and a few thousand more is to enable the All-India Congress Com-
. ' 

mitte to appoint a paid. Assistant-Secretary who will be able to go about the country to keep. up 
and arouse interest in the CongreBB. I have heard it said that the Congress is dying, that it 

i is merely in ita last moments. I refuse to believe that the, Congress isieither dying or is. in ita last 
momenta (cheers). While this ~ountry ia in existence, whfle great national interests are to be con
'idered,lwhile there are questions which concern all Indians, Hindus, Mohamedans, Cnristi~ns, 
and Parsees alike, so long as we have not attained to that state, t~ that national ~onstitution, 
wherein every district will, be properly represented and the affairs of the country shall ~· admi~ 
nistered according to the voice of the people' as so tepresented, . so long will the need of the 
Indian National Congress continue to be (Cheers), so long will it be neceaaary that we should 

come together, year after year, to discuss common questions, to formulate common grievances, 
and opinions, and l am sure though the "'Interests in the Congress. may seem to. have been 

· slackening, I am sure that with the amendments that have been made and accepted by the 

Congress in the Constitution of the Congress, we may very well .and very reasonably expect to 
see a revival of the int~rest of the people in the Congress and I hope our friends at .K~rachi 
will not have any reason to complain of the attendance at the Congress next year. W1th these 

few words, I commend the resolution· to your acceptance (Cheers), ' Babu 
BABU SunBND~AN.:TB BANBBJ~A in seconding the resolution, said:-:Mr. President, LJ<lici ' S, N. 

and Gentlemen, Your president is a despot iolong as he ia in.charge of that chair, within half an Bauerjea~ 



Babu 
S. N. 

( 12.2 ) • 

. . h ) • b t tlie closing moments of the despotism are always 
hour, hts tyranny Will cease (Lang ter ' 0 

. h I h ld d 
I "d ·t a •mandate upon me t at s on secoo th worst (Laughter). He has a1 ou as • . 

Bauerjea, e . . b t t · gle out of it, but it was no use. Hta command 
the resolution. I dtd my es 0 wrtg . d b f · 
· •t G tl 0 I feel that we owe a deep e t o gratttude is inexorable and I bow to 1 • ,n ema • . . 
· b · d th n ·r sh Committee for the arduous and dtsmterested to Sir William Wedder urn an e .,r1 I . . 

I d. 1 h b to England a least on three different occasroos work they do for n ta. ave eon . . • ... .. 
.' t · · 1 have had . the opport umty of watching the work of on three . tmportsn misSIOns. . . . h 

d b d f th British Committee and I wtll say this that Wit out · Sir William Wed er urn an o e 
· · · Wedd h - "thont the British Committee, your work would suffer-- work S1r William er urn, WI . , . . 

· · k • E 1 d It is all very well to agitate for our r1ghts and in Ind1a and wor ID ng an . . . 
· ·1 h · b t the· British democracy constitute final arbiters of our fate. Our prm eges ere u · d 

b · d · h d th last word on that appeal has to be pronounce appeals must e rna e ere an .. e . . . • 
in England by the British democracy. · Agitation in_ Iodi~ ~· n."cesary; agitstJ~n ID 

England is also necessary; without agitation in Indi~ agttstiOo ID _ Eng!and Will ~e 
fruitless for Englihsmen would turn round and say "yon talk about these thm~s h~ ~~ 
the united ,. Kingdom. What have your con~trymen to say about them 1ll Indta? • 
Therefore, our agitation in this country bas to be supplemented by agitation in England. 

And if you want to agitate/ effectively, in England, it is necessary th~t we should ~av~ an 
· " "t 1·s· necessary that we should have an earnest worker behmd the orgamsation, ~ orgamsat..on ; 1 

and it is further ·necessary that we should have an organ for the expression and ventilation 

ol our views an<l: grievances. . . 

Sir William W edderbnr~ is the sole, the animating spirit of the British Committee 

( cheers). The organ of India ventilates your grievances. I know. there is aome amount of 

dissatisfaction with India and it is no . nse concealing. that dissatisf..ctioo on 
the coog;.ess platfor~. To _many of ns it appears to be stale reeding. To 
me . · it certainly is - because, I am in touch with . current ' affairs from day to 

day. At the same time, it is very valuable' as a record of Pa~iameotary proceedings. 
Whatever may be your view as to the utility'of India, there it is as an organ for the educa

'tion of the British public and of British public men. It is not subscribed very largely, in· 
England. It is a pity that it is not sub..;ribe~ very. largely hi England, the reaaon being 
that so little interest is taken in England about Indian affairs. Whose fault !s it that our voice 
s not heard to the extent that we claim it ·should be heard in the' united kingdom? It is our 
fault and nobody else's. If we make India strong and make it an organ of power, if you 
strengthen the British committee; make it an orga~isalioo of power, if you have good ~od 
able men· on th~ British Committee, I a.;,_ sure that your agitation in England would be much 
more effective than what it is. at the present moment (cheers). _Now, what is necessary for 
auch an agitation? The senews of war. I always test the selfsacrifice of an iodividusl by the 
amount· of money he subscribes in any .public canso ( cb'eers ). When you are able to 

put_ your hand into 1onr pocket, wring out money,. lay it down as consecrated to the public 

cause, th~o and then only will I call you a patriot. Therefore, when you complain of the inade
quate measure of succes that bas attended the efforts of the British Committee and Indz a, bear in 

mind that complaint recoils on y.ou and is only a testimony to the sluggishness, the indifference, 
the_ apthy, aqd the want of patriotism, which are ·too often eoospicuous in our proceedings. 

;rhe British Committee must ~e maintained: the paper India must be maintained and that 
· being s~; it is necesaary to guarantee a suo of money. Gentlemen, we are not a self-governing 

colony, though we hope to be one by and by. Look ae tlie proceedings of the self-governing 
colonies· in this matter. Canada is ·a self-governing colony. Canada maintains a High Com
missioner _at a verr considerable cost in England. . Lord Stratchcoo& is the- High Commissioner 

of Canada. Australia maintains a High CommiiJsiooer. Every aelf-governing colony has an 
organisation in London, with a High Commissioner for the purpose of representing its wants 
and grievances a~d supporting all its interests before the bar of British public opinion. We are 
much less favorably situated, and that being so, it is all the 111ore our duty to ·see to it that 

our organisation is stronger and our paper is more potent than the organisations and the news
paper of those self-governing colonies. And what is the amount of money that has to be 
subjected 1 I think, Sir, it is £1,200, about 18,000 Rupees. Is that a'very large sum 7 lS,OOQ 
Rs:-is it a large sum for all India to subscribe 1 in aid of a paper like 'this 1 nwe have sufficient 
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capacity, if we have self-sacrifice, we would have subscribed not 18,000 Rs. but five times 
18,000 R~. · in aid of a project lik~ this ( ch\ers ). I am sure that, the neccessary armnge
ments wh1ch has been made for the purpose of raising this money will be carried out. There 

'are guarantors. 1 am one of them. · But, after all, you will have .a pay. 1 will aid my hand 
into ~y pocket also, but that po~kot I am afraid in not a ve1·y long ~ocket ~nd therefore I am 
not hkely to get much out of 1t. But when you vote 18,000 Rs. bear in mind that you take 
npon yourselves solemn responsibility, the solemn' agreement to raise that money. It is a promise 
which must be punctually performed, otherwise the organisation goes. India goes, your' 
(lBuse collapses in the united kingdom. Is that a contingency which you are anxio\18 to bring 
about ? I am sure not. Therefore, brother delegates, when yon' go back to your homes, I 
hope and trust you will reflect on this matter, do what lies in your power ·to aid the gnarantors, 
pay in what subscriptions you can, inflnence others to pay in their snbscriptions, then, and 

. then only shall we have done on~ duty towards the British Committee : and the paper India. 
Then and then only sha!J we have done our duty for the purpose of ventilating our grievances, 
and supporting our interests before the. bar of British public opinion (Loud cheers,) , 

Tas Pass!DBNT::-Before I come to the two next resolutions, which are ·of 
a formal character I have to bpng to your · notice that a requisition signed by 
twenty-1\,ve persons was sen't to ·me this. morning. It was in regard to (a voice :
That resolution has not yet been put to the vote : ). I · beg yonr pardon : I myself 
forget to follow the correct procedure. Even Presidents are . not infallible and . 
even despotic Presidents are not infallible. Now, gentlemen, .the resolution on which hinges 
all the fr~ition ·of your work has been moved in a most felicitolJS speech by my friend 
Mr: . Malaviya and has with his usual eloquence heel! seconded by Babu Surend;.. N ath 
Banerjee. I an sure the appeals of these two gentlemen wiU find a fitting response from" you 
and the guarantees which your Presidel!t as your President will be' called upon' to make 
and the respresentatives of other proVinces. will be· called upon to make, would · be fully 
discharged by you. . I now call upon you to hold your hands, ·and vote upon this proposition. 
The resolation was then carriend unaimollSly. : · 

KU-Indla eo.ngress eommittee, • 

'Taa P.al!SIDENT:-1 have given that request of theirs my most earnest considera- · Mr. 
President, 

tion. I have discuss•d the legality of it w\th the gentleman whose name. &;lands at 
the top and who first gave me an · · informal intimation oi · it last. nig!)t. Not 
c~ritent· with my own study of the rules, I also took the opinion of former ex-Presidents 
who are present here end also. of the- General. Secretaries. I also took the advice and 

. help . of your Chairman of the Reception Committee. Under the rules, the matter is left 
entirely to me, bnt I do not want tp 4o anything. which savours in th~ least of hastiness 
or of any disposition to exercise drbitrary authority. I am very sorry that it is not in my 

. power to comply with the request of the 1•equisi11ionists and allow them to move their proposition. 
1 showed to Mr. Parameshar Lal the rule which says that it shall not be allowed unless the 
subject has been discussed in the Snbjects Committee.. As the subject has .not yet been 
discussed by the Subjects Committee, it is not in my power to allow it to be moved. I now go 

. on to move the next r.Solution. . 
The next resolution is on" All India Congress Committee for 1913." tL~ gentlemen 

whose names are given in the list which I hold in my hand and which list has been supplied by 
the various Provincial Congress Committees which have got the right to select their rel"'eseuta
tives to the All-India Congress Committee. . These gentlemen, ~ propose, shall be members of 
the All-India Congress Committee, for the following year in accordance with your constitution. 
Gentlemen, 1 put this resolution to the vote. The resolution .was then carried unanimo118ly. 
The Hon'ble Mr. Sachchitanalida Sinha then r~ad out the followmg names :-

The gentlemen named below do form the All-India Congress. Committee 1918. 
' ' . 

BENGAL, 

Ex-OFFICIO. · 

1. Babu Surendranath Banerjea. 
2. Dr.· Rash Behary Ghosii • 

• 



ELBOTBD. 

1. Hon. Bnbn Baiknnthanath Sen, Berhampore. 

2. Mr. Ananda Chandra Ray, Dacca. 

S Anath Bandhn Guha, Mymensingh. . " 
4., , Ambika C~aran Majumdar, Faridpore. 

6 Aswini K nmar Dntt, Barisal. . " 
6. , Abu! Knsim, Burdwan. 
7. , Bishnupada Chatterjee, Hooghly. 

8 Kishorl Mol1an Chaudlmri, Rajashahi. . " 
9. , Jatramohan Sen, Chittagong. 

,1 0. , A. Rasul, ,Calcutta. 
11. , , J. Choudhuri 
12. , J. Ghosal, 
13. , Krishna Kumar ,Mitra, 
14. , Prithwis Chandra Ray, 
15. , Heramba Chandra Maitra, 
16• , Basanta Kumar Bose, 

17. Dr. Nilratan Sarkar, 
18. Maulvi Dedat Buksh. " 
19. Hon. ,Mr. Bhupendra Nath Baeu. 
20. Dabu.Satyananda Dose. 

Bt!llllBJlY. 

Ex-OFI'IOio. 

1. Mr. Dadabhoy Naoroji, 
1 

2; The Hon. Sir Pherozeshah M. Mehta, K. C. I. E., 
s. The Hon. Mr. G. K. Gokhale, C. I. E. 
4. Mr. D. E. Wacha, 
5. Mr. Daji Abaji Khare. 

• ELBCTBD • 

1. Sir Dhalchandra Krishna, Kt. 

2. The Hon. Mr. Gokaldas Kahandas parekh. 

3. The Hon. Mr. Chimanlai H. Setalvad .• 

4. The Hon. Mr. M. A. Jinn~. 

5 Dewan Dahadur Ambalal Sakerlal Desai. 

6. The Hon. Mr. Harchandrai Vishandas. 

7. Mr. Chunilal M. Ghandhy, D. A. 

8. Mr. Abbas S~ Tyebji. 

9. Mr. Horml!Sji A!. Wadya. 

10. Mr. Narayen Mahadev Samarth. 

11. Mr. Mathradas Ramchand J~vahari. 
-' 

12. Mr. Hari Sitaram Dixit. 

13. Mr. Narayen Vishnu Gokhale. 

14. Mr. Damoder Ganesh Padbye. 

15 • · Mr. Govindram Apaji Palit. 

• lllJlDRJlS • 

< 

\ 

. 1. Dewan Bahadur L; :A.. Govindaragava Aiyar, B.A., B.L.,.High Court _Vakil~ 

'Mylapore. 
2. Hon. Mr. Naw~b Syed Mahomed Bohadur, Royapettah. 
3. Hon. Mr. T.V. Seshagiri Aiyar, B.A. D.L. 
4. Hon. N. Subba Rao Pontulu, B.A. D.L., Raja~mundry; 

5. Dewan Bahadur C. Karunakar Menon, Editor, Indian Patriot, Madras. 
6. Mr. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, Triplicane, 
7. Mr. Srinivasa Aiy!Jr, Mylapore. 
8. Mr. C. P. Ramaswami Aiyar, Teynampet. 

9. Mr.. G_ A. Natesan, Editor, Indian Review George Town 



10. 
11. 
12. 
·18. 
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Hon. Mr. B. N'. Sarma, Mylapore. 
Mr. V. Masilampny Pillai • 

• Mr. K. R. Guruswamy Aiyar, Tinnevelley., 
Hon. Mr. A. S. Krishna Row, Nellore. 

14. 
15, 

Mr. V ~ V. Jogiah Pantulu, Berhampore, Ganjam District. 
Mr. S. V. Narasimha Rao Garu, Kurnool, _, 

DNITED 
1 
J>RC!>VIN<!ES. 

Ex-01'1'1010, 

1. · The Hon. Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, Allahabad. 
ll. Pandit Bishan Narayan Dar, Almora. 

. . ' I . . EL~O:rBD, 
'1. The.; Hon. Pand1t Motiial .Nehru, Allahabad. 
ll. · Ths. ilon. Rai Bahadur Ganga Prasad Varma, Lncknow. 
S. Dr. Satish Chandra Banerji, Allahabad •. 
4. Dr. Tej Bahadnr Saprn,- Allahabad. 
5. Mr, C. Y. Chintamani, Allahabad. 
6. The Hon, Babn Brijnandan Prasad, Moradabad. 

' . 7. :Mr. Preo Nath Banerji, Bareilly 
8. Nawab Sadiq Ali Khan, Luoknow. 
9. Hafiz Mohammad Abdul Rahim,· Aligarh. · 

10. Pandit Gokaran Nath . Misra, Lnckoow~ · 
11. :Munshi Iswar _Saran, Gorakhpore1 · 
Ill. :Mr. A. ·p. Sen, Lucknow. 

IS. Rai Krishnaji, Benares. 

I4. 
I5. 

Pandit · Ikbal Narayan :Masaldan, Lncknow;. 
Thakur :Mahadeo Singh, Fyzabad~ 

<!ENTRRL J>RC!>VIN<!ES. 

1. The Hon'ble Sir G. :M. Chitnavis., 
ll. Dr. . H. S. Gour, 
S •. Rao Bahadur Waman Rao Kolhatkar. 
4. Rao Bahadur Bishan Nath Dutta Shukal, of Jubbalpnr. 

5.. Rao Bahadur V, R, Pandit, 
6. V, R. Dixit, Esquire. · 

· 7, :M. K. Padhey, Esquire, · ' 
BERRR RND I!)RISS1l • 

• 
Ex-01'J'Iolo. 

I. .The Hon'ble Mr. :Mazharnl Haque, Bankipnr: 
ELEOTIID. 

1. 

2. The Hon'ble Maharaj Kumar Gopal Saran Narayan Sinha. of Tikari. 
S. ' ,. . , Mr. Sachchidananda Sinha, Bankipore. 

4 Babu Brij' akishore Prasad, Darbhanga • . " ·" 5. , , Babn Gopikrishna, Hazaribagh. 
Rai Krishna Sahai Bahadur, Bankipore •. .. .. 
Mr M. S. Das, C. I. E., Cutta~k. 

u " • 
8. Babu Ras Behlll'y M~ndal, Bhagalpor~. 

6. 
7. 

9. , .. Dasrath Lal, Gaya. 1
• • 

10 . Maheshwar Prasad, Bankipore. . " 
11. Prameshwar Lal, .Esqr., Bankipore. 
-12. S. :M. Ismail Esqr., Patna City. 
18. Chaudhry Karamat Hussain, Arrab. 
14. Babu Sant Prasad, Muznfferpore. 
I5. Babn Raje~dra Prosad, Calcutta. 

16 Kuarnandan Sahai, BankipQre. . .. 
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II'DNJRB. · 

1. Lala LajpAt Rai, 
2. Lal1> Harkishon La!, 

s. p; ·L. Rajpal _Esq, 
. 4. Lala Fakirchand, , ... 

• 
5. Pt. Rambhuj Dutt Chaudhry, 

6. Lala Doni Chand, ' 
• r , I .. 

7. Lala Dharamdas Suri, 

10. 

8. Lala Ganpat Rai, •. . - ·· 
9. Lala Dha~pat Rai, . ' 

M. 1 Shekh Uma~ Bakhsh, 
M. Meharan Ali Chishti, 11. 

U. Lala Bhana Ram, 

, . 
, ~· 

f·· ' 

' 

. 8ER1lR. 

Ex-OPFICIO. 

1. The Hon'ble Rao Bahadur R. , N. Madholkr. 

ELECTED 

2. Rao Bahadur R .. G. Mundie, Yeatmal. 
3. R. V. Mahajain. Esqr., 4-kola. 
4. N. A. . Dramo Esq., Amr'!"ti. 
5. Rao Saheb Ganes N agesh, Eluchpore, 
6. M. V. Joshi Esqur, Amraoti. 
7. G.. N. Kane Esqur, Amraoti. 

BDRliUlH. 

1. V. N. Shivaya M. A .. B. 'L., Advocate, Chief Conrt, Rangoon. 

2. J. C. Ray, Ba~ter-at-Law, Rangoon. 

General Seeretarlea. 

Ta10 PassiDBNT :-Now; there is another proposition,· gentlemen,· of a formal nature 
bot this time of some speci&! importance. And that is to reappoint Mr. D. E. Wacha and 
Mr. Dhaji Abaji Khare, as G~neral Secretaries for the year 1913. · ' ' 

Gentlemen, both these gentlemen ga~e us notice that they· should not be reappointed • 
'because they had bad enough work. They said they bad their torn i other. provinces and 
other gentlemen should have their turn and they therefore · asked tO be relieved of tli.e heavy 

/ 

responsibility which they have to • undertake. Myaelf and other friends requested them to 
reco.nsider their resolve and it is a matter of ~ncere pleasure to .is that they have _consented 
to withdraw · their objection to renomination (cheers)., I the.rerore propose, gentlemen, that 
"Messrs. D. E. Wacha and Daji Abaji Khare be. reappointed General. Secretaries for the 
year 1913." I ask you to carry the proposition with acclamation. 

The Resolution. was .carried unanimously. . . . . ~ . 

. The Next, eongre~t•• 

, Tas PaliBIDENT :-I ,now · call upon the Hon, · Mr. Harchandrai , Vishendas to move 
the oexiJ resolution :-

The Hon'ble Ma. HARCBANDRAI VIBBINDAS (Karachi) :-Mr. President, ·Brother 
Delegates, Let me inform you, gentlemen, ·that this Congress· should have been ' held at 
Karachi this year. That · was practically settled at the fast Delhi Durbar. ·1 ·went to 
Calcutta with an invitation in my pocket; and an announcement was made in the Calcutta 
Newspapers. Som' gentlemen from Behar were Qgreed that we should be allowed tp have 
this Congress at Karachi this year. I am not: saying this in any spirit of complaint, mind 
you, but when we arrived at Calcutta and when the time lor inviting the next -Congress' came 
the Beharee's were very pressing that they should 'be allowed to hold the Congress here at 
Bankipore. ~ell, we thought that it was due from ns to allow them the opport11nity of 
celebrating the . occasion of their being raised .to the dignity ·of a separate administration. 
So we gave in. · Why do I make mention of it now 1 We thought that In the bes~ interest 
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of the Congress, we should d t f , • never. epar rom the spirit of give and take. That ~Ririt of 
gtve and take has been followed to-day in respect of one of the pt·opositions on wh't.ch ·•I 'I 

h · · . . · . > Uu tappt J', 
we t ough~ we .were go~ng. to ~ave a division. WJ,ile quoting the example ·of this resolution 
in connection w1th the mv1tat10n of the Congress to Karachi 1 beg to · th ·, . . . . . ·. , Impress upon you a ... 
ln future also you \vtll. fmd lt to be lD the best interests o( the. harmonious WOrking of 
the Conngress to observe that spirit of give "I'd take. · 

• . . After this preface,, ~r. President Brol~er-Delegate~, I hav~ very great pleasure in 
lnVItmg the .Congress to, Karachi (hear, hear and.c_heers)) and proposing that you will be 
pleased to_ pass the, resolution tpat will be place~ J>e!ore you from the chair· that the 28th 
Session of the Indian National Congress be .held. at lrarachi ·in Decemb~r next year. If I 
~m fortunate enough tv receive your a~ceptance ~f .this resoluti~n, i: can tell . you then that we 
shall try our level best to make you comfortable. 1 can't ,guarantee that you will feei yourc 
selves comfor~ble, because if I were to do so, it will be bragging and b~aggadocio. .i\,11 I can 

say is that we will do our level best to· make you comfort~ble. At th.e same time, I shalt 
earnestly pray that each and ·every one of yon _present here to-day would make it a point 
to honour _us with your presence, not only singly, but e..Cli one of you'with a good contingent 
of friends lldld relations from all ·parts of the Province.· Yot\ will: be extremely welcome; 
you will do us a great deal of honour if you turn up with large contingents (Mr. D. E. Wacha:-' 
"You are the future gate of .India'); and as I said already we sJt!ll do our level best to 

> ' -'.. • • ··- • - ~ • 

make you comfortable. (cheers) 
'· ' . . ! 

',[BEN :rBB HoN. MK. G. M. Bauuout (Karachi) in seconding .. the resolution, said:-
I beg to second the proposition moved by my old .friend Mr. VisllUndas. I can say that 
we will feel proud if you will accept au invitation to hoi<! the next , Congress· at our 
place-Karachi (cheers.) .• 

TaR PusstDBN:r;-Gentlemen, I put. from my piece here the proposition that the· 
next Congress do mee.t at Karachi in . Christmas week 191 3 •. 

The ·Resolution was then carried unani;nously' 

Votes o( tba~ks . to the . Jl'resident. . .. 

. Tas HoN'BLB · M11. S. StNHA .(Bankipore) then rose, amidst loud acclamation, and 
said :-Brother-delegates, I now rise to perform on your behaif and on behalf. of the pr01ince 
ef Behar and Orissa a lnost ·agreeable and .Pleasant task which is to convey on your behalf our 

. gratitude and sense of ~ur deep thankfulness to the . President for t!1e work be has done in 
connection with this Congress (Hear, 'Hear and Cheers). . .. ' ' 
· Sir, it is customary dn occasions like this to pas~ a vote of thanks to the chair ; .but 
I am sure thostt who ·realise ·the difficulties of the task entrusted_ to the President. of the 
National Congress, due to various causes, due to the rise of I! spirit of larger assertion of the 
delegates to take ·their proper· place -in the work of the Oongress,.due also to the combination 
of various c~cumstances in view of the pressing· proble!"s facing us,-those who realise these 
ditllculties will see that it is nothing but the barest truth .when we say that the Hon'ble Mr. 
Mudholkar has discharged his duties in a spirit· and in li~ way which bas been admired by all of· 
us here and hae rendered his·. task not · only very difficult but also at the same 
time a pleasing one to Jiimself and to all of us. If · I may say, Sir, without 
~mpertinence, · I desire to . say . on . behalf of the province of Behar that 
as my friend the Hon'ble · Mr. · Haque said, we have all felt "onored 
by the presence of a veteran leader like Mr. Mudhlokor; whose vast and varied services 

Hon'ble 
Mr. G. M. 
Bhurgri. 

in the cause of national progress and in the cause of the 'amelioration of our country, were 
set forth very prop~rly on the day ·of his election. I .need not go ovet· the same ground; 
but I shall content myself by s~ying that the speech ho (!eJi,•ered from this Congress 
Panda!, and which I dare ·say you have all read by this time, I think,• is a s~eech of a -
masterly· character. It may not be ri~h~. for· a junior like myself to speak in terms which· 
savour ··of. impertinence of Rai Bahadm' Mudholkar's performance; but . I may say leaving 
the criticism of carping critics, we are agreed that the speech will form one which will 
convey for a long time 'to come useful information to all who . seek information about 
Indian problems at the present daY, ( cheere ). r believe I am right in, saying that no 
pressing problem. of the. day bas been left untouched in his apeech. · No· one will rise from a 
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m ath with Indi~n aspirations widened and with a better 
. persual of the speech but Wlth hls Y P Y t d 1 desire to say also one word 

"ffi It" tl t face us at the presen 8Y· 
appreciation of tbe dl ca 188 1

a . 
1 

h "d tl task of the President is a very difficult 
· bo t duct in the cba1r. ave sal le · • • 

s1r, a u your con . d • the Congress of tlie difficultillS facing the Prea1dent, ID 

one. We have had ~o_me msten~es _to ~y ': condicting elements of public , opinion from varioua 

th~ way of reconcllmg t~e tr.n;~:.r::ces of opinion, whatever the grievances of the particular 
quarters. Whatever may 

8 
· • ard to a particular resolutioa that they might like 

t• f the dele""tes may be 1D rag sec 100 o .,.. · • th t Mr Mudholkar has gone about 
to press before the Congress, I think that we all appreciate a • h. h h h d 
his business in the right spirit. of geniality, urbanity . and courtesy w IC as c arme 

II I d t thl"nk gentlemen 1' shall be justified id indicting npon you any speech 
usa. onu • • • h dbh" . 1 d · to tl at we in Behar and OnsSII feel onore Y 1s presence, 
at th1s late hour. eslr8 say 1 h t te t-

. "t · t fnr me to•aayto w a ex n · • here and that, if the Congress ba& been a success-! IS 'no . .. . 
it is due entirely to your conduct in the Chair. · 1 · , 

With these words, gentlemen, I beg to move this resolution, ~nd as the President 

~an not put this resolution to the vote I hop• yon will carry it with acclamation (Cheen ). 

The resolution was csrried amidst loud cheering and cries of, Banda Mataram. 

Three cheers we're then called for, for the Presi.dent and they were most enthusiastically 

given. 

The Jl'resldent's eoncludlng Jlddreaa. 

TaB PaBBIDBNT.-ln concluding the proceedings of the Congreas; he eaid :-Fellow 

, countrymen and brothers, I am an old man~ for over thirty yean I have belonged to a prof~ . 
sion where I have to stand on my legs every day and epeak. There are however, occasiooa 
when even those whose boslness it is to speak ia season and out of season, d.o not find worda 

adequate to give expression to their feelings. The very kind and affectionate tones in which 
my friend Mr. Sinha has spoken of .me today, re-echoing the most loving terms in which Mr. 
Gokhale, Mr. Surendra Nath Banerjee, Pandit .Madan Mohan Mrlavya and othen spoke
the other day, not only touched a deep chord -in my heart, but . that day and 

also today, affected me so deeply that I find it difficult to speak in the way in which 
I would ordinarily do. Gentlemen, I am a humble servant of my conntrv, · whose duty 

. it is to devote his whole life and all fhe powers that are in him to the Service of the motherland 

and l1er children (Hear, Hear and Cheers). It ~as:been taught_to me from my boyhood, 

because it was, when I was a boy of ten years ~ld, that my father askecl me to read the Bhagavad 
Gita: it was from then impressed upon me. · 

~~'IT~~·' 
'IT .,,f q"''ll'l"11l it m,,mfiv n · 

• 

Gentlemen, it is our duty, it is our Dharma to do Karma or right action, without any 
thought of reward or merit, yet all the same I am a human being. I do not possess either that 

high mental calibre which is possessed by the munis who are. '§:'1\'tll'\f'l:ililiJI! and ~ fiJmJ 
~:-I do not belong to that class, Iior am I csllous and ungrateful as some people are found in 
this world to be. I am very human and I very frankly confess that the very kind demonstration 
which you made in regard to me and the moat affectionate terms in which my friends and fellow
worken have spoken of me have not only given satisfaction but have aroused the utmost feelings of 
gratitude. Ge!'tlemen, all I wish is that it would be permitted to ~e to continue to serve yon, all 

my coulf<;rymen, for some years more (Hear, Hear and Cheers). And if in this Congress, , 
if in the chair which I occupy, ! had been able to do something useful, l had 
been able to promote the csuse of the congress, it was simply due . to the indulgence, the
co-operation' with which yon treateil all my requests. It was often necessary for me to pull 
up, stop friends when they were in the midst of a most interesting and instructive speech. 
I was even obliged td"do so in regard to a person who occupied long before I did, the chair 
which I do, · because it was perceived that we had to get through our work within a limited 

· time. I ask their pardon and tender my apology to all those gentlemen (cries of •No. No'). 

It. was a duty which I had to do, it was an unpleasant duty which at that time I felt incumbent 
upon me to discharge irrespective of consequence , but I really felt in my heart that I should 

have been spared that unpleasant position. . Then again, in the subjects committe, very often 
1 had to ask friends who were speaking to sit down. I had •very oftt>n to say •No, I shall 
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!lot put this, and to-day I had to refuse the request of f~iends from Behar, of . countrymen 
from Behar, who wanted to put forward a proposition, Brethren, it was simply because I 
felt it my duty to da so,--.that there was no other ,way open to me-that I did so and it is 
.a matter of no little pride 'to me that you, with :your loyalty to the Congl'ess and,with that 
faithfulness to the conntry that animates you, have accepted my ruling, whatever may be your 
personal sentiments in the .matter (Hear, Hear).· ... 

. · · To all o[ you, therefore, I tender my most cordial acknowlegments for the h~lp yo•• have 
given me in discharging this work. Now,. gentlemen, from this evening, some of us will leave 

the place, some will go tomorro~, .and some the day ~fter, but before we go away, let us remem
ber_ that we have greater difficulties to meet . than faced the Congr~ss in fohner days: Twenty
five years ago, when I joined the Congress,-I shall have joined it earlier but for 8 sickness 
which almost carried me to the verge of the grave, when I joined the C~ngreas, twenty-five 
,Years-ago,· there was_ 8 feeling of deep enthusiasm, of fervent love, of fervid emotion throughout 
the country_ in favour of the Congress. · We use in those days to hold public meeting and in 
my province,· on occasions, we had as many as 5,000 people attending these meetings. As 
time went on-it is a' matter of great regret ,to state-a~ time -went on, the enthusiasm in the 
-cause of the Country diminished and it has pained me gl'eatly to see that the number 0 ( 

-delegates with the number of members of the. Reception Committee included, does not come 
to 400. (Shame Shame) Gentlemen, let i.s· realise that this is in no small measure due to want 
..,f organisation, to want of sustained efforts on the part of ti1e various provincial leaders. 
It is true a great process of disintegration set 'in 1906 and 1907 and tl;atprocess has done 

' incalculable harm to the cause• of reform in the conn try: Well, to all those true Rons of Indi& 
'Who do not care for ·any personal feelings, ,. who do not care to ·guide themselves by any 
·personal considerations, but who have before· them nothing but the good of the country, I 
.appeal to them· from here that the time has come whim they should ,revise their juclgments 
.reconsider the matter, see whether the Congress programme of to-clay is not the Congress 
Jlrogr&mme of 1885, 1886 and 1887; and · if 'it 'is then to lay aside all feel

)ngs, and come and work in this Panda! tmitedly as be_fore "in the cause of the . good of · the 
-country ( Hear Hear. ) Then of you, gentlemen of the Provincial Com.mittees, I have to 

" ask one thing ~ Yon must find out more money for your . organisation and you must carry 
.on your work with greater zeal and perseverance. I shall not say more· on this because our 
-organs in the press have often pointed out the defects: 1 would only appeal to you to remember 
that unless we , go on working as. we did before, our demands which are far more difficult 
than the demands of past times, have not much. chance of being granted. Gentlemen, I hope 
my request will not fall on deaf ears. And now before I resume my seat and declare 
this 'session closed, I have both on your behalf and mine ·to · perform a mosb pleasent and a 
most agreeable duty. And that is ..to ~nder our heartiest,, our most cordial acknowledgment& 
tO our countrymen here who have dono so much to make this Congress a success ( cheers ), 
First· and foremost to you, Sir, Mr. Haque, I tender our ·gratitude (At this stage Mr. 
Vishindhas called for three che~rs for :Mr; Haque, which were heartily responded to. ) To you, 
.Sir I tender our grateflll thankB for the very difficult task which you and · your fellow-workers 
J1a:e carried out and along with 'yoU:, allow me to couple the ,~ames of '!'Y friends Mr. S 
Sinha ( Mr. Vishindas called for three cheers for Mr. Sinha which . were )lejlrtly given ) and 
my Hon'ble friend Mr. Krishna Sahay, his joint_ .Secretary (cheers) •. for_ the devoted work 
the have done iu connection with this sesson of the Congress. Along w1th them ~of .course, 
we y have- to tender our gratiful ti1anks to the other members of the Reception Committee 

without whose help the Chairman and the Secretarie~, would not have been able to ma~e the 
. t' f tory arrangements which they have been able to make, You, gentlemen from Bombay, 
SaJsaC. · lid' -~ ._ c· 1 tt fro "adras you have no oceas·on to feel the difficulties of 10 mg a arge uom, acu a, m.t.u. ' 1 • • 

• 1 . 'on like that of the Congress in an out-of-the-way place, m .a moll us.! 1Deetmg, a arge sess1 . • . , 
'th b' 't'es w'1th your tremendous commerce, w1th your · great resources, you town, w1 your 1g Cl 1 , . . . 

can have anything at the spur of t}le moment. We in the mofussil-for I had some exper10nce 
of it in 1896 )-we who have to get most of the things which are necessaries to the delegates 

t tl . f t from . outside we know what amount of foresight an<l organi-
0~ necessary o. 1eu com or s, , . . 

to m•ke a Congress in a place. hke Bank1pore the success 
6ation 

that 

is necessary, .. 
it has been, Gentl~men, we have only to · go about and see how nicely 
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laid out are tho camps (cheers),· how well the comforts of the delegate• 
have yeen looked after (Cheers). You see how systematically· and methodically things 
!were carried out. I have ogain to . mention . to you that no small measure of the credit 
for the carrying out of these most satisfactory arrangements, is due to our friend Babu 
Kuarnandan Sahay: Gentlemen, but for the manner in wl>ich they organised and they made
sacrifices it would have been very difficult for you to have had a successful Session of thq 
Congress. Now, we hove to tender our _grateful thanks, coupled. with blessings to these 
youngfriends of ours, the vohmteers with their leader Captain Paramesvar Lal. (Three cheers 
for the volunteers were coiled for and given) He will be captain in earnest one of these
days (a voice:-•He s~all be colonei very soon!) my young friends, without your de1'otion. 
without your self-effacing -readiness to do every thing for us, to perform even menial aervicea. 
this Congress wonld not hove been a success. That has been the great characteristic of you 
and of your predecessors in this Congress and there is nothing which inspires me with greater 
hope tl1an the self-sacrificing labours of my young friends and countrymen, They are our 
younger brethren arid they have treated us with that Hindu spirit of respect for old age and 
for the elder members 'of the. family. My friends, I have in very many matters what might 
be called mdical ideas, i.e. ideas not quite in consonance with the 'e:dsting state .of things. 
but to the core -1 am a Hindu and there is . no past of our system of which I am more proud 
and more tenacious than respect to my elders. It is to · me a matter of the utmoat 
pleasure that our volunteers both in Bankipore and . in other places have preserved that peculiar 
characteristic of the Hindus, I have therefore, both plesnre and peculiar satisfaction iu 
tendering my acknowledgments to you. 

Gentlemen, we have finished th~ work of this Congress and there now remains nothing
for us to do but to dissolve this Congress and· before doing so, I give three cheers for their 
Majesties King George V and Queen Mary. (Three cheers were then very enthusiastically 
given for Their l'IIajesties ). . . . • 

0 tho motion . of Babu Surendra Nath Banerjee, ihree cheers were given for Ra& 
Bahadhur Mr. Mudholkar, and then the Congress disso!ved. 
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List of Delegates- to· the Twenty-seventh Indian National Congress, Bankipore, 1912. 

Province. Electorate. 
Name in full of Delegates with all titles, 

hon_orary or scholastic distinctions. 

Race, Religions, 
Denomination' 

and Caste, 
ifany. , 

Profession, Calling, Occupation 
Address in full. 

How and when 
Elected. 

., 
>d 

"' ~ .. ., 
11.2 

-II ·I I~ 
1 Madras 

2 " 

3 " 

4 " 

5 " 

e " 

Nell ore District Congress 
Committee, The Madras 
Provincial Congress Com
mittee and the Behar Pro
vincial Congress Com
mittee. 

Mr. N andogiri Ramachandra Raw II. A. 

Madras Congress Provincial! Mr. C. P. Rameshwary Aiyar, B.A., B.L. 

Committee. _.. . . . . . 

District Congress Commit· I Mr. D. V, Prakasaran, B.A. 

tee, Godavari. 

Do. 

Kumool District Congress 
Association. 

Mr. ·Lakkaraju Subba Rau B.A., II.L, 

Rao Bahadur S. Vinkatanarasingha Rau B.A. 
Chairman of the Kurnool Municipality, 
Talok and District Board member, 

Ganjam District Asaociation, I Mr. V. V. Jogiah Pantalu Gum. 
Barhampo~:. and Madras 
Provincial CongresS" Com-' 
mittec. 

Hindu Brahman I Member of the Servanls of India 
Society, Poona City. 

' 

At a meeting· of 
the Behar Pro
vincial Congress 
Committee. 

" High Court . Vakil. ' At a meeting of 
the committee held 

- ' on the 12-12. 

Hindu Telgu 
Brahmin, 

Civil Pensioner, Municipal Coun
sellor, Coconada, and Secretary 
Godavari District Association. 

·High Court Vakil, Coconada, and 
member, Godavari District Asso- · 
tion. 

Do. 

Brahmin. 

Hindu 
min. 

Pleader K nrnool. 

Brah- I Vakil Berahampur Ganjam Dis
trict Madras. 

By the District 
· Congress Com
mittee. 

Do. 

At a maeting of 
the District 
Congress Asso
ciation held on 

·the 12-12-12. 
At a meeting of 
the Ga nj am 
Dist Committee 
held on the 11-
12 and of the 
Provincial Com
mittee held on 
th&l7tb Decr.12 

' 

-...... 
(10 ...... 

·-
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tist of Delegates to the Twenty-seventh Indian National Congress, Bankipore 1912. 

Prov.ince. 

Madra•. 

.. 

" 

.. 

" 

" 

-- . .. 
. . 

.. 
• • 
., 

·- ' ' 

" Electorn.te. 
. Name in full of Delegates with all titles, 
: h'?norary o,r scbolastic ~istinctions. 

Knrnool Di•trjct Congress Mr. G_-·K. Harkare. 
Association. .. 

Mohajon Sobha. ' Mr. V. Mangalvedkor. . . . . 
·' 

MadraS'· Provincial Con- Mr.- G.- C.· Leogandhaw Madalins, 
greas Committee, · 

·-Do.. Mr. S. Sowasendaram Pilloi B,A,, B,L, 

N ellore District Congress 
Committee. 

Vizagapatam Congress Com
mittee. 

Mr. A. S. Krishna ·Rao a • .t.., B.L., High 
Court Vakil, N ellore, 

Mr. Chitnlapati Venkata, 
Snrja Narasinha Raja a . .t.., B.L., President 
. l'~luk Board Vizgapatam, Vakil ••.. · 

Madras Provincial Congre1111 The Hon'ble Nawah "Syed Mohamad Saheb . 
Committee. Dahadnr, 

• . ' " 
. . 

Do •. Mr. A. Duri.iswami Aiyar B.A. LLn. 
• 

Do • Hon'ble N. Snbbarao Pantnln, 
• 

· Tanjore Congre~~~~ Committee T. Sambamnrti Ran B.A., B.L. 
' - ' 

Race, Religions, 
' Denomination 

and Caste, .
ifany. 

Br~hman: 

Mabratta Brah
man. 

V ellola Hindu. 

Vella Brahmin. 

Hlndn Brahman. 

Kbatrya. 

Mohammadao, 

. 
' . 

'. 
Brahmin. 

' Do. 

Do. 

Profession, Calling, Occupation How aud when 
and Address in full. . t~le~ted. 

Kariostan Mantri to his Holiness 
Shav Shankracharj of H~mpi 
month. 

Editor. of the "Moderen w' orld" 
Madras, 

Proprietor "Guardian Press." 

High Court Vakil, Coral Mer-
cbant Street, George Town 
Madras. 

High Court Vakil, Nellore. 

Landholder, Vakil. 
' 

' .. 
Member, Vieeregal 

mayno Manzi!, 
Madras • 

Cbnncil Hn
Rozapathih, 

Vakil,. High Conrt, Madra1. 

l)o. 

Do. 

-

·By a meeting of 
Mnhajan Sabha 
Madras. 
By a meeting 
held on the 16-
12-12 of Madras 
By a meeting of 
committee held 
on ·15-12-12. 
By a meeting of 

the CongressCom-
mittee held on 
22-12-12. 
By a meeting' of 
the Congress 
Committee held 
on the 1 7-12~12 
At a meeting of 1 
tbe committee 
beld on the 1&-
12-12 • 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

-
-
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·List· of Delegates to the Twenty-seventh Indian' National Congress, :Bankipore, 1912. 
. . .... . -

Province.' 

' 

Madras. 

·U 

Do. 

Bombay., .. 
.Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

• • 
' 

' Race, Religion, . • . _ 

Electorate; 
Name in full of Delegates with all titles, 

honorary or scholastic distinctions. -
Denomination . Profession, Ca!Jing, Occupation 

and Cast~, and Address in full. 
, if any:_ 

• 

How and when 
Elected. 

• 

• 

~ 
•. ooj s 

·l~--~--~----~·------~.--1----~----ll----~----~-------+~-------~-----
... ·~ 

Ganjam Congress Commit- Mr. A. P. Patro, B,A.,' B.L.: - • Brahmin 
.tee.. J 1 

Madras Mahajan Sabha 

Madura · Congress Com
_mittee.-

... -. J•.:v.• .. 
... .. 

Mr; v: Srinivasaraghva Chariar, ·B.A., B.L. • Do. 

' -' ' ; '- .. f 

S. Harihara Aiyer, B.A., B.L. Do. 
I ~ 

~· ' . 
Mr. Dinsha E. Wacha, .~eneral Secretary ~o · 

the I. N. Congress. . .. · 
Parsee 

Vakil High Court, Madras,. 

Pleader, Chittoor. 

Vakil, Madura. 

• · Marchant, 84, 
Bombay. · -

Hornby Road, 

Bombay Provincial 
gress Committee. 

Mr: Daji Abaji ;Khare, B.A.,· L.L.D.,. Joint~ 
General Secretary,. I. N. Congress, member 

Hindu Brahmin. Vakil, High Oonrt, Bombay Be
. ' llasi Road, Byculla, Bombay. 

Karachi District Congress 
Committee. 

(.ex ,.officio). • ~ .. • , , .. ,. 

• 

The Hon 'ble . Mr. · H~rchandRaf Vishund.;.., 
· o.A.; L L.B .. President Karachi Municipality,~ 
Chairman, Karachi District Congress C., 

.Additional member, Legislative Council. 

I ' w '' 

Hindq. 

Karllehi JVstrict Congress The J;[on'ble Mr. Ghulam Mohammad'Ilhargri, Mahommedan 
Committee. 

Bar-at-Law, additionalmember·of the Gover
nor-General's Legislative Council and of the 
Bombay Legislative Council ; Secretary· of 
J agirdar's and Zamindar Association, Sindh. 

" .. 

Pleader, Karachi .. · 

Bar-at-Law, Hyderabad (Sind) 

. 
At a meeting 
held on 17-12-
12. 
At a meeting 
held on 17-12-
12. 
At 1> meeting 
held on 18-12-
12 .... 
Bombay Presi
dency Associa
tion. .. 
At the meeting 

· of the Bombay 
Provincial Con
gress Commi
ttee on 14-12-
12. • 
Meeting of Ka
rachi · District 
Congress Com
mittee 12-12-
1912. 
Repeat. 

-
-
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25 

26 

27a 

27h 

28 

List· of Delegates to the Twen~y-seventh Indian National Congress, Bankipore, 1912. 

Province. 

Bombay. 

Do. 

D.o. 

Do. . 

. 

Do. 

Do. . 
.. 

. ' 

' . 

Electorate. • 

Ahmedabad 

Karachi District Congress 
Committee. 

Poona District Congress 
Committee. 

Do. 1 

N arne in full of Delegates with nil titles, 
honorary or s~holastic distinct~ons. • 

Rao Bahadur Ramanbhai M. Nilkanth, B.A., 
LL.B., Secrelary, Social Roform Association, 
Ahmedabad.' .. 

Mr. Hasharam Vishindas, F. C. P. S., Secre
tary Karachi District· Congress Committee, 
Honorary Secretary, Sindh. Hindu Sabha. 

Tioe Hon'ble Mr. Gopal Krishna Gokhale, 
Poona. 

Mr. Gopal Krishna Deodhar, 11.4, 

Kolaba District Congress Mr. Sridhar Gaoesh Vaze, B.A. 

Committee. 

Bombay Provincial Congress Mr. Dattaran G. Dal-ri, toi:.A., L.r .. a. 
Committee. 

' 

Raee, Religions, 
Denomination 

and Caste, 
if any. 

. 

Hindu Nagar 
Brahmin. 

Brahmo Hindu 

Profession, Calling, Occupatino How' and when 
and Address in full. Elected. 

Pleader, ·District Court, Ahmad
abad. · 

• 

Meeting of Guz
rat Sabha, Ah-

• medabad 18-12-
12. 

Pleader, Karachi At the Meeting 
of the Karachi 
District C1on
gress Commit
tee. 

Maharatta Brah- Member, Legislative Council. 
min. 

At a Meeting 
of the District 
Congress Com
mittee. 

Hindu . 

Do. 

Sarasvat Brah
min, 

Member, Servants of India Society. 

Member, Servants of India Society. 

• 
Vakil, High Court, Khot'a Dart, 
Gir~aon, Bombay. · 

At a meeting of 
the District 
Congress Com
mittee held on 
22nd Dec. 12. 
Elected by a cir
cular seat round 
the District . 
At the meeting 
of ·the Bombay 
Provincial Con
gress Commi
ttee held on 
14th Dec. 12. 

-



• I , 

List· of Delegates to the Twenty-seventh Indian :National· dongress, l3ankfpore · i912._ - . 
•• 

Province. Electorate. 
N arne in full of Delegates 'with alf titles, 

honorary or scholastie distinctions,. 

Race, Religion, 
Denomination 
and Caste, 

' if any. 

. 
Profession, Calling, Occupation 

• and Address in foil. 

·-· 
How and when 

Eleeted. 

--~-----~---------~-1-~------~---------r------r--~-~· --~~---1--''-----1---
, I 

29 

so 

Sl 

32 

38 

84 

Berar. 

" 

" 
. ' 
" 

" 

" 

Berar Provincial Congress 
Committee. 

Do. 

. ~ '.' 

Provincial Committee. 

Berar Provincial Congress 
Committee, 

'ilo. 

Do. 

Rawsaheb -Ganesh .N agesh Sahasrabndbi 
Pleader, Landholder, , V ice-p~esident of the 
ElichptU: Civil Station_ Municipality. -

Mr. R. V. Mahajaoi B.A. L L.B. 

. 

/ 

Mr. Madh ao Bapaji Sant Assistant Secretary 
Indian Industrial Conference. 

:Mr, Ramchandra Amaji Deshpandy. _, 

Mr. Sridhar Venkatesh Ketkar u.A. PH. n; 

Mr. Mndhnv Ramchandra Mudholkar. 

Mahratta Brah
min. 

' ' 
Do, 

Hindu Brahmin 

Brahmin V ais
nas. 

Mnhratta Brah
min. • 

Brahmin. , -

Pleader, Ellichpnr Berar Amraoti 
District. 

High Court Pleader, Kola, Berar 

r 

Assistant Secretary, Indian In
dnstrtal Conference Amraoti, • Pleader at Amraoti in Berar. 

At a meeting 
of the Be r ar 
Provincial Con
gress Commi-· 
ttee held at Am
•aoti on the 8th 
Dec.eruber 1912. l.
At a meeting of 
the Berar Pro-
vincial Congress' 
Committee held 
at ·Amraoti on 
the 8th Decem
ber 1912. 
At the meeting 

of the Committee . 
At a meeting of 
the Berar Pro-

/ vincial Congress 
Committee held 
at Amrnotf on 
the 8th Decem
ber 1912. 

A nthor, · 

' -

Do. 

At a meeting of 
the Berar Pro
vincial Congress 
Committee held 
IIi Amraoti on 
8-12-12. 
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List of De~egates to the Twenty-seventh Indian National Congress, Bankipore, 1912. 

Province. ' ElectOrate, N arne in fuil of Delegates with all titles; 
· honorary or scholastic distinctions. 

' 

Race, Religion, 
Denomination Profession, Calling, Occupation 
, and Caste, • Address in full. 
~ if any. - .. 

. 

How and when 
Elected. 

----n-------~---------------~--------.-.--.~-----------1--~-----~~--~----~----~---~------_, __ ___ 
35 

S6 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

Berar. 

.. 

Berar ·Provincial ·Congress 
-Committee. . , 

• 

The Hon'ble Rao Bahadur R. N. Madholkar, 
Advpcate Amraoti ( Berar ). 

• > . 

. .;. • ",<'., ' 
" . . ' 

., . f' ~ ... -
Do. 

... • ' • I> • ..,. 

Mr. Govind_ Narayan Kane, . ' . 
Central Province Bhandar• District. Mr. VislmQ, Madltav "Jakatdar, B, "·I B; L. 

Berar 

.. 

... 
' 

.. 

~ .. , ,.·-. • 

. 
. Berar Provincial Congress M:. N, A. Dravid lll. A,' 

Committe. · 

Provincial Congress. Com-
mittee. · • 

Do. 

\ • 

Do. 

• • 
Lakshman Vithal Kaikani Esq. L.·' Ag. 
Member, Servants of India Society, member, 
District Board Y eotmal. 

• 
- . . " -· ., 

Rao · Bahadur R, G. Mundie, "D • .t.., 't. L.11:' 
Vice-Chairman, District Board, Yeotmal. .. . , . 

•. 
Mr. G. R, Kshirsagar. . • 

' . ' . 
' . 

' ' . . 

Brahman. Advocilt~'Amraoti (Berar) .• At a meeting of 
the Berat' Pro
vincial Congress 

' Committee held 
at . Amt·aoti on 
the 8-12-12. 

Do. Christi~n. . Pleader. ~ . . 
Hindu Brahmin. Pleader an•l Secretary District 

Cotmcil llhatulara, 

,, 
Hindu. 

Braltmin. 

Do.· . . •. 

. ... . ... 

. . -" ~ 

.. , Member, Servant of India Society. . -
.. ' 

Member, Servant of India So
ciety, Yeotmal, Berar 

• 
Legal . Practitioner, Y eotamal 
· Berar. 

• ... 
• • 

• 
· Amraotf. 

At a public mee
ting lteld 'On the 
21st December 
1912 .. 
At'a meeting of 
the Berar Pro
"rincial Congre•s 
Committee. 
At a meeting 
of the B•rar 
Provincial Con
gress Commit
tee held on 8-
12-12. 
At a meeting of 
the Berat Pro
vincial Congress 
Committee held 
at Amraoti on 
8-12-12. -
At> a meeting • 
held on i-12-12 

-
-
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List: of Dele~ates· to ·the T~e~ty\sevent~ Indian ·N-ation~l~ Congres~, :Bankipgre, 1912. 
.. • . ' ~ ... "' .,.,. • .... -. _.,. • .• -.i. • < ' • i. ' ...... 

'· 

Province. 

. . r .. ~- ..,_ •o - . -
~- . .. ·~- ... 
Electorate. - · 

• 
. . .; .. ·--

. . 
- •. • • - . · ' . , . • . · -> ~- . . !Race', Re1igion, 

Name m full of Delegates wtth.aJHltles, Denomination 
· hono~ary ,01! ;chola$tiC . distinctions. ':: "' and Caste,' 
.. .. ·. --~ . . ·' - -~-- ~~t..-. ~ -·f .. 

.-.-... ·-~ "' .. • . ....... . 1 any. 

": • 
' ' . 

Profession, Calling, Occupation 
:· "nnd Address ~n full. 

.. 

~ How and when o: 
Elected. 

1 
. j · . 

... .. . : .,. - tl • :- ... -~ ·,"'-. ~ 
11 -----71-~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~---~~-~--~~~--~~~----~~ -11- •· ~-- .. 

-o~- - ' . .;.,• "!1.- ... • ·"1"' • ~ .,.. ,.. i' r • 

42 Berar. 

43 ~unjab, 

44> Do. 

Do .• 

Do. 

• 4 7 a United Provinces. 

47b -Do. 

~- Na!"(a\i 'ldalbar.Bedarkar.' · ·• ' Drahmin.. · ·Pleader, Amraoti. ' 
"'... . *". -·,. !' 

. 
~ 

~ 

Provincial . Congress Com-
mittee. .. ~ 11 

The 'Punjab Con~ress Com- Mr. Fakirchand, Pleader. ' '"' 
mittee.· ·· . • . •, .. · ·.· .. ·.. : , . . · · • 

. ' .. ·-
-.. ... . ~ . .. ·- :) f -. 

l Do. 
~ ,. ;.-4-;._ _.•. ' " ~ ~--· .... 

'It .':.~·_. __ h ,,. ---

' -Mr. P. L: RJ1Jpal, B. A. . ·,, 
• • . .. Jl, ... ~ _... ..... -· "· - .• ;: • .. ..... !II 

' .. . :· ,• ... .. .... 1' . ,. .... -· ~. . ; ' . .... (" ,. . '\ .. . - ·. 
"· · Lalw-.HarklShua Lal7 ·. . , • ;. • 

- .,.. :.. . '.~.-.t ... · .. 0_:. ,• ..,;· .·• •4' t.~ -. 

Do. ~ .• • • Pandit R0:mbhaf15!1tta;"Ciiaudhi-f,· B.A •• ; 
.. • • .... • • ~ . -·. . -: ·-· . .• .-<t,. . . • ~ ' 

Luckno~ District .Gongrass Pand!J ltaila8,lt 'l!l: ath, Gh_ak., Bar-at-,.;Law. , •. 

• 
· Hipdu Agarw~h 

•. 

Hindu. • · 
. . 

. l!lindu Arya. 

" •• • 
. . 
' ·.Chief Manager, National Ineuran

•-. , ce and Banking Co., Ltd., Ani-
- ritsn.l'. • 

Bar-at-La~-

• 'Pleader . 
•• 

·- ·iBrahmin'. 
• • 
' Com~J~tee. " .... · ._ -;K'\ .... ~"--;·;~·:r:·--~~-- :~;.: -: •. ti _"'·( __ 

:U. P. Congress Comfu~ue;, 'tlie .:m:-~n!oll-M.~n~hi Isbwal Saran, 'B. A. , · · · Hirid\1 "Kayastha V al<il of the High Conl't,Allah&-

Agra .. '"Do. ~ ... Pleader, Gorakhpore 

-...- - .. ~~~: •.:• :_:~:~-->=<• .. -· · •. ·-< ·•: -~ ~· -- · ¥·- · ~ _ .. -.. ~ >~- Jad~ '"· _ 

, Gorakhpore bongress Com- · ·B: Ri>m'P~ashad, Zemindar and Pleaaer, 
• 

At '!- meeting held 
on 8-12-12. · 

·By a meeting of 
the Lahore Con
gres~ ·Commit-
tee. .. 

·Do. <~ 

Lucknow Dis. 
trict Committee 
1.6-12-12. 
United Pro,'in
cial Congress 

48 

49 

110 

51 

Do. 
mittee. ' _ · : ~-: ·"" "':~-.-- . _ ·• _ ~- · .... · · . 

·Do: . B. Bafmnk.unil'S.ahai, Pleader Gorakbpur .. D 
.• 
~-

Committee. 
Public meeting. 
1•2-12-12. .; . _,._ D 

o. 

52 

U nitedPl·ovinces 
Agra and Oudh. 

Do. 

Do. 

Meerut ,. District 'C,ongress 
Committee, .. · . .-

Do. 

Lucknow District Congress 
Committee._ 

"' . . . . ~ ... 
• 

Mr. Pea!ay ·L~l .. BRT-ai>-Law. · • Hindu AgarwallE 

Mr •• M. Das Jaini; B}·A. ( Cantab )', 
Bar-at-Law. ' I • 

Hon'ble Rai Ganga Prasad Varma Bahadur, 
'Vice-Chairman, Lucknow Municipal Board. 

.• ' ·--. 

Jain, -. 
Do. 

.< 

Hindu Kllatrl. 

... -. 

Bar-at-Law, Meerut: 

Do. 

Editor of the Advocate and the 
Hindustani, Lucknow. 

• 

... • .. D~. 

Do. 

Lucknow Dis
trict Congi·ess 
Committee , 

. 16-12-12 • 
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• 

List of Thllegates to, .~he Twenty-seven,th 'I!i.diaD:·)(at~onal.'Congi,ess, ~a]ikipore,- 1912. 
...~. ·~-. " '·'-./;"" -~- .. ,.~-.. . . '" - .. • 

' .; 

Provin~e. Electorate.• "' . .. ;,.~ ~. 
2 • • • F. 

- ~ - '/ ""' .t ' •• 
• .j ~- ··','. ,, .. 10 ,. I '\, ··~~ . .-~ 

~ · .,. · \ ' -.. · -,. \.~ _ ... · ~:·_. Race~_ ·Religion, :·- ~ " "'"'" ~ ' "',. ;..~·· 
Name in full of Delegates wit4 all t~tlQs;· pQ;1omination Professton; Calling, Occupatio!! How and when 

?ono~ary oi'. scholu-lltic distinction~. · :. and. Caste; •. a.n.d .A,ddress in full • • ··,', .:- .,_.lillected. 
• .~;· •• ~:-~· ... _4~( •:" \" · ifany. 

1
_: =-~· .. '""·! ___ ... ·~ .•.•• : .... ,. -

.. 

. ' 
..... !···~ •. _;_~-,, ""-..... ~ .. ,- .. ··-~-·· 

~ :,..~ ... = ·;_~<'_··.·.~ __ ;-,~,.~· • ·"'. ~ • .. ..,.. ~ r'" .• ~~ ·• '-· ... .. .• • .• 
~ -· • ~i.('. ~ 

1----~4-+-~~~--~.~-~--~-----~~~-~--~-1-T~---

,, 

53 

.55 

.. ,_ 
'·' . --~ 
66··.• 

•. 
' "\ . 

59 

60 

61 

.. 
United'Provinces 
Agra and Oudh. 

.• '>i. 
Lncknow Distriilt Congress 
Committee, ,. , 

•• 

J'andit Gokat•an· Nat!~ Misra, M, A.. 11. ~. u,. 
' · ·Vakil a_nd Mtmicipal · Commissioner, Luck-

now ..... "'. , .)o·. ~-' • ~ • 

, 

. \ .... t~, 

United Provjnces District Congre!lll Com- B. 'Mehendra. s.m·, Varma Va\ilanwZemin~· 
d . '' ' -~ -. ~ ' . ~-

De .. 

·Do.· 

Do.' 

. : mittee, Fayzabad. · 
• . Do. 

' . . 
'.c·· Do. .~_·. 1. -

• I : I . 
• -<l1 nited Provinces ·congt·ess 

Committe& · • · •·• · ··· . ,.._ ·~ 
./(-'..' ,_. :;..... 

HMdol ··Di'!trict Congress 

~ommi~~·~ < :· 

ar .. :·:·,. ... . ~:_.· . ... ~-

:Ptakur Mnlin:deb !'!itrgh; · )i, -4-. Vakil ·and 
Zemindar,~.,-: ' ·- ... · "- ... , ·.;. _ 

Pandit Parmesltwat• Nat!t S]Jlml,.PI~ader and' 
Zemindar .. < ~- • · • • ; · 

·B. Kamala Kai1~a VEnema, a. A,J·. L. 1.. •. B.," ~- · 1 

:·· t' ·- .: • : 

.~ -~ - . " 7'""' -~ • -
' Manni ;La\ Astltana u. A<., L, L,, B. ... .. . · ( . ""' . .. -.... 

• • J -, . . ·' .. ~ . ' · ... :. .. 
, 

•• 
• 
• - - •. ~ ~ -· ... "' - ' . 

• ·-'"' 4 . .. ... 
. Do';·::_.· United l!~•ln:es. Congress.' llabu Pariu8sh1var Dayal; li . .t.,. L. L. r. 

·· · ·· -Committee. \ • ~ ·· ~ · ·' .; · -t · • • • 

.. 
.... _ir·-s-.;..·,1' '_. ~ .... •• ... ..... • 

~ ~- • .. • . -t~· -: • ...... . "' ' .. ; .. . 
Do. ·:: ProvinciafCommith.e, U!lit.= Pandit-, Hargohind ·.Kant a .... ;·'t.,.· L.._ll., 

. ed Provinces; . • • ,. .. · Vakil;· lligb . Court.' . • ._ •- •. :· . · 
;.. • ,.. t. ~· .. • ;- •" ,.•·_ .... -~ t. ' • . ,~ ,. ;· I• .· .• -~ .,,!!" .,. ... 

~orakbpore. • • ., · •, B.' Ajodhya· )>a_s a. A., Bar-a&.l;aw. • ";J 
.,_ ' ~ I ~ .-." . ~ ~ '•_ " _.. '" ... ~ •' 

Gorakbl'ur', 
:\.. . .. 

•: .. Dist. Congre8a 
~~· · -;G!lmmittee, Sits-

Districb', eorigress ·,Com- 'Mr.'Cbailbehari." LaU, a. 4., Vakil and m~th-
mittee; Sitapore. ' :; b~r P!~tri~ Botm·~. 6itapllf.;' ~ '. '.f i 
•.• "' -r., • • .. • ., "{ '. . • . ' ·' ' - • " 1 : - -•• 

. ,__ ~- - 'ft' ' . .. .... ""' •. 
·.,. ... :~.:. i' ......... ~ 

Do. - ·District:· Congre.S ' .. Com~ B. _Akhay Kum!"'. Bose, q. ,4.;"P~aileJ'. , · 
- · · mittee, Sitapore .... - ,.• • ,.._ 1 .; • 1 • 

• 

pur. .. 
' . 

63 

' . 

, -"• 
Sarasvat Brall

min Kankubja •- "' ' ' . 
Hindu Khatri, ·· 

'/ 

Pleader, .Judicial Commi~sione/s 
. . Cou;t, Oudh, Lncknow. ... 

' 
YakU, Fyzabad. ._,._. . . ' .. ~.~. 

K~o.trya. ·... • . ,< Do. 
... ., ~ - \ "' 

. Kashmir! :!3rab.- l?lea~er Fyzabad • 
min~ -{' .-r • 

Hindu _.Kay;~tha 
... ... ~ . 

\· 

-· .... " ' .. . .. 
.. ... ,. ~·-~.- ... 

• . ' 
-Hindu Brahmio, 

Hindu Vai,hya. 
\ . • 

Hindn Kayastha. 
. .1 

• • 

Vakil, Gbazipor~ 
• ' • ..,_\r 

• 
, . 

'4 • 

' • Vakil.. H;~rdoi; • , • ,. ' 
• ... ,._ "! r 

~Ill_. .... ' • -._•.. .. . 
Vakit, High Court, Jonstengunge, 
, Allahabad. , • ' · .. ~ 

~ - . ~ ... .. .. . . .... .... . .. 
. Vakil; Hig!t Coutt, "ltaqik&et~ .Dt. 

Almol'ftt.. .. .J..... '"' -... . 
.. . ·~· . .• .... - - ;, - t . 

. . ~ .. '• 
-Bar-~t-ta_w, Got;akhpur~ -o;; ' 

•. .... Ill'· 

V'akil. BitapDP. • / _" '> · 
-, . ..,.·~ ' .. ~ ... "'"• 

-. 
Pleader, 'Sitapnr • .' 1 ••• 

't-•. 
" ·-·· 

' 

... 
• J), C. C; 

1tf-12-12. ' 

:0. C,C. 
:'14-12-12.· 

Do. 

Do. 
• . . 

. . - , .. 
.," ..- .. 

United Province 
Congress Com
tnittea 15-1lH2. 
Ordinary meet
ing Df the .Qi .. 
trict . Congress 
Committee. . · 
United Provin
ces· Congrea.a 
Committee. 
Provincial Com
mittee~ Banki
pnr, 25-12-12. 
Pnbli~ meeting. . ' 

Meeting of· the 
distric~ C o n-
g res a ·com
mjttee, SitapOT. · : 
D. C •. C. 17-12'-

12. . • 

• 

... ,_ . 

. ...... 
. c.:> 

00 

. 
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.· Lisf1lf Delegates· to' ·.the 
• -,1 .. .t ~-' .. . . w. -'' -'" . 

' ' -~-- . ,_- .. ~ 

.Twenty-seventh Indian Jratfonaf 
.. .. . 

... 
') .. 

. '.. . "' ' 
~; -~- ./' Proviiice. _. ; 
.-1! .· . . . ' ~ ... . ' 
r1.l . 

• 
• • -~ 

. -... It ... • --. ... ~. •· ~ 

,. It'·· ' :.. P
0 

• Y. '"f j,..:,. 
- .... ' . , 1.. ~- ) . -. z.,:--... .: 

• · . .- .... ~ ~~:, : ,• _Name.in.Jull:o{Delegates~th·'~all:title~, · >. E!ector~t~~ ·_ · . ~ } ~onorary b_l'> scholastic ~istinetions •. 
~, •. --. "·.·~-r-·. '· 

I.,_ 
• .... ~ . 

-
Race,; Religion, 
Denominatio ~ 
-and Caste~ 

• if any. 
·-' . . .,. • "·- i. 

Congress, ·Bankipore; .1912. 
.. ... • ,. ·,.. ,· '- '. -·.- <._· __ .. "' ,., 

~~.·~· ~ .... ·~ .. - .J .. .., .. 
~- .. .. ..... . .... , ) 

Profession, Calling, Occtipa~o~ How and when 
•• • "nn_d .A.<ldress in. full. . , .Elected..·· . .. " ~ ....... _. ·- . . ........... .. ...... .... . ~ ; 

... ... _)> 

• - t' .. 

p ~. - -' .. ' "'• .... ~- ., •• ' ... • ; '. ...--~-:- • _.,t .. -- ··. ·-

u'. p. . ' . · · Distric~.·· .C~ngrjll!S". • Col)l-' • B. Kaik& P~asa~ ~~~·a; .. I., t.s., • V akfl • •, 
-... ~ _. . ... ~ ., ...,. 

;Hindq_ Kaye~tha. V' alu\. Tjlh~, Distr_ict §ha·bjchan,. -64. 

65 

.. J: 

., .... 69 .. ·" ,_; _Do. 
~ i 

' 
• I' .... 

• 

•· ., ; ··. ·· • ·mittee, Shahjehanpore; . , · •· ·· -·· • · . , · • 
,;. -~· .... ~ . : .. ·• .• . . .. ., . -t ·:,. .. ' .. "" . . . ,, - ....... . .• ... 

Ondli:Do.,, ' ~ Di~trict~ '9.ongre.As ., Com: ~· ·Sid,h, ~asad, n. A.o y a.ki!.• ·' • ."' • 
:- ·· ' . tmttee, S1tapore. · • ~- · L ·~". ~ :' _. ' , · · . . · · ..... , · 

66. Do,.· , Gorakhp01.·e; :,.. · ·.: .B .. N_arsingb Sahru n. ,.., r .. ~r..a,;Vakil. · 
•. ~--,~-"· " • l -..:. ··-..... ~ -· .. . • ~ ·~ :, ·~- -.-:: ·. __ .. - ~ . 

<G'L • Do1 District·.;·· CongreSl!'• Com- 13, Mah•l'rasad Sakseoo. • •• 
~ ··' -~~-- · mittee, lfardoi.~ · '~- . , · ......... --~. _ ...... ,.;· ._- · ~. · • 

· :68 · ., Do. ' : District, ..Col\l(ress. . Com:' ]3. Babunandan~al,. M11nsl>i' of tlui 'Maharja ·· 
o::, ~~; J i..Y· : , .~ .. tllittee lleni\res. 1 

• of Vizianag_rnnt. :- · ,l- ~,. • ._. • 

· · Distrio4, Congr;ss . Com-. Dr. D. J;t. Ranjit ' Singh. 1:,. · .M •• s •. Mcdtcal 

.. • n<>... . .... 

,. , ... . 
~no .. . - .. -. 

.. 

· pur. "', ..... • "l., ' _4 ... .• • •. 

; : " •• •jl!.- • -· J. """ y ~lq1, ~.itap~~·· ' • - • • -. . ... .. ;_.. ... .. . . ' . , .. ":• 

Valn'l, Gort.>khpun. 
~ ... ... ~ .. 

Pm. ·•. ' '' Valn1 Hardoi. •· ~ · • 
~-!'._ • t ' ., .. ~-

Knbir· Ch~~~_'u-.i, Benarcs City; 

Distric~ C ~ .n
g,•ess Commi
ttee 15-12-12. 

. . Do .. • 
17-12-12\· • 
... :-""- Do.o...._ 

.• 12-12-12: .• 
. •. Do.·"' 

-· 19-12-l!:f: 
D. C. C.·· 

- .. ·-· 

. -~~. i •·. 
mitteet · :- - Practitioner,· Vice--Ch'nirman, >Mtmieipal · - • 

• t '! ::- .- Boa1·d,( .~ · . ~ __ -~ -• ~. . • .... i : .. , _ ,. .. ~ 

, U.'P. c_nng:;ess Commit~•• '~n'?~e.~Ml~it MotiJ.~l,.liehrtl.• ·,<. ',. 1 ' Hind'nBmlim~n. Adv~cate,-AIIahabad, 

u. P:c. c. 
15·12-12. 

71" 

72 

-· 73 

75 

76 

• 77 

J,lo. 

• 

u. r. 

Do. 

'( 
~ 

.. 

llo. 

. .· 

J. • 

U. I'; Congress <lp!Dmittee. 
c . ' 

·Do . ., " (r 

· ~istrict · Cong~~s .Com- Dr, ~~r ~alui'd~It Snpru; U:. ·h ~ ~ IJ-~; • • 
• m1ttee, Allahabad. .. ·:' , -... ,; · · ... ..... .. · 1 · · 

Provincial· Congress:-:: Com- Mr. L~~R: Kacket. 13ar-.a~Law. ~ •· 
.·mittee.: P,..._ t . ~ ·, 

1
_ • __ ' . ~. __ , ,.· 

2 
• f' .it· ~ 

Do. .. ~ .Mt. Preonath · Bannerjea, Member· qf the 
Baraily MmlicipalllQard,.Advocate,.Honorary 
1-lngistMtei' ' · ~ • '• . -_ · · .._ - • 

' B. ~amaas 1\:cis]jna,.l'Q.W·nalist. · . 
• . ' . ~(I . ;;,.:~; ,' -~- ~ ~ ... 

- . Mr. Jaya Narain Cho11dlu·y. • ." .. ·, _,_,.,, 

,.. ·-· ' ..... ,. '', ... • •• ,>-

U. P. Congres~'Coinmittee,' RafBraj Narhili Gurtuu. A: 
:Oo. S. 1-lusln•in Esqr. Bar-at-Law. 

• • 

Brab.1nin. • 
Kh~tlli Hiiuluo. 

- ·. \-- . D 
' ··~ o .. 

:.-,~ ' ; . ' I 

. Advqcate, Civil Lines1 B~ro.iley.,-, .... ·~ 

HinEltt Brahmin. Vakil, Baraile:l"< 

c. c . 
.:• 15-12-12. 

P.c:c .. 
• 15-12·12. 

··~,Do.~;-, 
·' ._,. 

' . -~· 

·· · Do. · . 
~ · · .. ia-12-1'2. 

· Hin<ln. Journalist, Allahabad. 
~·- ~j_ .... 

'Hindu Kayestha 
; . ' . 

-. 
Legal fractitioner Bnrailey. . . 

. ,. 
'1 

Vakil, 25,. George Town, Allaha--
bad,. '· ' . 

Advocat<o, High C011rt Allaha\>ad. 

· ·- Do. 
.• 15-12-12: 

Do. 
. 15-12-12: 
CQJJgl'CSS c .• 

15-12-12 
U. P. C. C. 

15-12-12 . .... -·· r . :.) :' ~. ; .. , 
• 

...... .. 

.. . . 

.- . 
.. .. ,. 

•.. ....._.., 

. - . .. - -· 
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List of Delegates to the Twenty-seventh ·Indian ·Nathmal Congress, :Bankipore, 1912 . 
• 

' 
Provinco. 

. 
. . 

P. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. . 
Do •. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. " 

• 

. 
~lectornto .. ·. 

u. P. a. c. 
District Congr.AA'· ~ Com
mittee. 

Gomkhi>ore. 
..... 

. • • ... \r." 
' · Rijce, Religion\ 

Name in fuil of Delegates with nll titles, ·Denomination 
honorary or scholastic distii1ctions. ·and Caste, 

·' .. 
Mr .• Tawahir La\ Nehru,n~ A.,_)3ar-at-Law.. . . 

. ·.- . t ' 

Munshi ftavinaii.d'an Prasad n. A·., L. ~- B., · • 

Vakil; High Court, .Municipal Commissioner, 
Secretary, Disti·ict Boa1·d and Zemindar. · 

B. ·Sai"tlswati Pmsad, Pleadet·, G01·akhpur. 

· if any. 

Brahmin. 

)rayastha. 

Do. 

P .. a. c • . Babu Siri Ram, Honomry·· Magistrate, Vicc-

.. 
Do. 

Do. 

Hardoi Il. C. C. 

' Do. 

Aligarh 

P. C. C." 

D. C. C ... '· 

Do 

Cawnpore Peoples' Associa
tion • 

.. 
Chahwan, Municipal Board and Member ot. Khatri Arya, 
Distl'ict Board. V •die. 

Babn Mahadeb Singh, B. A. L.. L. · B., Khatrya, 
Honorary Magistmte, Member,Distlict Board • 
Vakil, Zeminda ... 

Babn Jadnnath Sinha. 

Dr. Paimmall Medical P1·actitioner. 

Sirdar Gurdit Singb, Bar-at-Law. 

Mr. Udaya V. Sinha, Bar-at-Law .• · 

Pundit Hirdaynath Kunzn'l, Servant, of India 
· Society (Poona ). . • · 
Pundit KirJith Rajmani Terpathi B.A. B.a.o. 
L. L. 11. Vakil.--

L.ala Lacbminarain, Allal1abad. 

Dr, · Murari Lal Rai Salieb B. A, 111. B. 

President Cawnpur Kauta :Vidayla &c. &c. 

-· 

• -Do. 

KliatriyJ\ 

Sikh, . • 
Rajpnt, 

Kashmiri Brah-• man • 
. B_rahmin, 

Khatriya, 

Yaishya Hindu, 

Profes>ion, Calling, Occupation How nnJ whon 
A.d<lress in f<!ll. Electou, 

Advocate; High Court "Anand 
Bhnwan" Allahabad . 
V:akil, Benare~. 

. 
Pleatler Qorald1pu~·· 
• 

Pleader and Zamindar Mirznpur. 

Pleader M nzoffe1-pore. ·• 

P· .. 
• t: • "" 

Datwa village Mirzapore. 

Medical Practitillner, CJO'G. Singh 
Hardoi. ·• 

Bar-at-Law Hardoi. · . . 
Cant. Lines Aligarh. • 

• 
Agra •. 

)l'akil, Gorakhpon; 

Banker and Zemindar, Allal•abad, 

M edicnl Practitioner Cawnpore, 
• 

U. P. C. C. 
15·12-12." 

Distl'ict Con
gress Commi

. ttee 11-12-12 . 
D. C. G. 
12-12-12 • 

. . 
. P. C. C. 

ol5-12-12 • 
Do. 

Do . 
•. 

D. C. C. 
19-12-12. 

Do . 
19-12-12. 
D,C,C 

P. C. C, 
15-12-12. 
,D . .c. o. 
• 

Public meeting 
26-12-12. 

Peoples' . Asso- • 
ciation Cawn
pnr 13-12-12. 

! . -

• 

, 
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List of Delegates- to the Twenty-seventh- Indi~n .National Congress,- :Bank{pore, 1912 . 

·Province.- Electorate. 

" " 
-

''' '" 
United Provinces District Congress ·commit-

tee, Unao ' 

Do. Do. 
-. 

DO. Agra D. C. C., -
" -

Do. • no. 
,_ 

!;';: 

Do, Cawnpore P~ples' Associ.., 
tion. 

Dw. Do. ... 
~., 

Do. District Congress Committee, 

' 
Ben ares. 

._ . 
" 

Do. Rai Baraile. 
" 

Do. U. P. Congress Committee. 

-
'. 

• 
' 

. . 
N arne in .full of Delegates with all tit1es, 

honorary or scholastic distinctions, 

' . -Pandit Benimadbo 'J)nbey, ' 

Pandit Bisbambarnath Bajpai, B. A. -

E: - . ; . 
- ' 

Race, · Religion, 
. Denomination 

and Caste, 
if any. _ 

P_rofession, ·Calling, Occupation 
· and Address in full. 

• 

• 
Hindu Brahmin. Plcad~r, Uriao (Ondhj, • 

' .. Do. Vaki~ High Court, Unao 

. 
-

Pandit Govind Sabai Sharma, B. A., Bar-at-· Brahmin. ·Ad vocaie, Ci vii Lines, Agra. 
Law. 

. Bab!l Narain Prasad Ashthana, M. A., L. L. Kayastha 
B., Vice-Cbo.irman, Agra _Municipal Board, 

Vakil, Civil Courts, Agra • 

High Court Vaki~ Agra. · . . 
Pandit "Jai_ Narain Prasad llajpaie, 'Editor, 

•· Herald of India." ' . 

Pandit Venkateshnarain Tewary, M. A.<Mem~ 
ber of the Servants of. India -Society. ·· 

Babu Mangla Prasad, >I; A. B,. sc .. 
~··· 

Pandit Behari Lal Nehru, Pleader. 

Babn Ganga Prasad Ray. 

- " 
Brahmin. Editor,"Herald of India," Cawnpur. ., 

Do. Paltrapore, Cawnpore. 
• 

Hilld\1 Agarwala. Zemindar and . Banker. 

Brahmin. Pleader. . .. 
-

Hindu, • Do. 
' . -

-

. . 

How and when 
Elected. 

District C o n
gi'ess Committee 
meeting 2S-12-
12. 
Do. and United 
Provinces Con
gress Commi
ttee meeting 
15 Dec. 1912. 
Agra . D. C. C.· 

14-12-12. 
•D. C .. C. _ 
14-1~"12. . 

Cawnpur Peo
ples' Associa
tion 17-12-12. 

Do. 
17-12-12. 

By a meeting of 
the Dist.riot 
Congress Com
mittee. 

D. C. C. 
12-12-12 

At a meeting of 
the U. ·p, Con
gress Commi
ttee held on 
15-12-12. 

-
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List of Delegates to the Twenty-seventh Indian National Congress, Bankipore, 1912 . 

Provil)ce. 

P. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

po. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do,· 

Do. 

Electorate. 
Name in full of Delegates with all_ titles, 

honorary or scholastic distinctions. 

. 

Lucknow Congress Com- Babu Ramapat Ram, M, A., L. L, D. 
· mittee. 

Do, Pandit lkbal Narayan Masaldan. 

Benares Congress Committee Munshi Mahadeo Prasad, M. A., L; t.. D, 

Do. I Rai Krishnaji, Hon. Magistrate. 

.. 

Race, ;Religion, 
Denomination 

and Caste, 
if any. 

• h . Kayast a. 

Brahmin 

Kayastha 

Kaistha 

Do. Babu Gauri Shanker Pras~d, B. A., L, L, B. Do. 

' 
Do. 

' 

Do .. 

Do. 

• 

Pandit Krishna Ram Mehta, B • .&., L, L, B. Brahmin. 

Rao. Vaijnath Dass Shahpuri, 

Rao Gopal Dass Shahpuri. 

Do. 

Do. 

U. P, Congress Committee. C. Y. ·Chintsmani, Esqr. Do., 

Do. 

Do. 

Mehta Krishna Ram, B. A., L. L. B. Do. 

The Bon 'ble Rai Bahad~ Munshi Gokhul Vaisl1ya 
Prasad1 M. A.1 L. ~· B. 

Kheri Congre~s Committe&. Pandit Suraj Narayan Dikshit. Brahmin, 

-

. 

Profession, Calling, Occupation How and when 
Address in full. Elected.' 

Vakil, High Court, Lucknow. 

Vakil, Benares. 

Zemindar and Banker. 

Vakii,IBenares. 

Do. 

Zamindar and Banker. 

Do.• 

Editor, " The L•der ", 
. . 

Vakil, Benares. 

Vakil, Allahabad. 

At a meeting 
of the Congress 
Committee held 
on 16-12-12. 

Do. 
-

At a meeting 
helf on 11-12-
12. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

At a meeting held 
on 15-12-12 . 

Do. 
I 

Do. 

Pleader, Kheri-Lakbimpur(Oudh) At a meeting 
• "eldon 15-12-12. 

...-:-

- ...... 
"'" l"' -... 
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List of Delegates to the Twenty-seventh Indian National dongress, Bankipore, i912. 
. . . 

Province. 

' 
'Qo. 

Bengal 

Do. 

Do. 

' 
Do. 

.. 

Do. 

Do. 
' 

Do, 

Electorate. 

• _Unao Congress Committee; 
• 

Provinci~l Congress Com-
mit tee. 

Indian Association. 

Faridpur Di.trict Associ&-
. tion. -

Calcutta Indian Associa
tion . 

Dinajpur ~ssociation. 

Do 

Indian Association. 

. 

Name in full of Delegates with all titles, 
honorary or scholastic distinctions, 

' 

Pandit Bisbambher N atb Bajpai, B. A.' · 

Babu Lalit Mohan Das, u. •· 

' 

. 

Babu Sasank Jiban Roy, M. A., B. L., Vakil. 

B. Math)lranath Maitra, B. L. 

Babu Sachchindra Prasad Basu. 1 

Babu Abin~sh Charan Sen, M. A., B. L. 

Ba~u Amulya Deb Pathak, B. L. 

Mt D, d. Ghosh, Bar-at-Law. • 

Race, Religion,. 
Denomination 
and Caste, 

if any. 

Profession, Colling, Occu.pation 
and Address in full. 

Do • Vakil, High Co~, Unao (Oudh). 
• 

Bengalee Brah· Teaching and Journalism. 
min. 

Hindu, Bengalee Vakil, Calcutta High Court. 

Do. · Pleader, Fa~ldpur .. 
' 

. 

' 

·' 

13rahmo .• • Editor "Arya Bhnsta-o-Banjya" 
and Landholder. _ , 

Hindu Baidya. • Pleade1'. 

Hindu Brahmin. Do. 

Hindu Bengalee Bar-at-Law. 
Kayastha. 

How and when 
Elected. 

' 

Do .. 

• In a, Com-. 

I 

mittee meet
ing on the 7-
12-12. 

At a Committee 
m•eting of the 
Indiun A•so
ciation on the 
7th Dec. 1912. 
At a meeting of 
the Faridpur 
Dt. Association 
on the 12th 
Dec. 1912. 

_t\t ameeting of 
the Indian As
sociation on the 
7th Dec. 1912. 

·At a meeting of 
the Assodlation 
on 20-12-12. 

Do. 

At a Committee 
meeting of . the 
Association on 
the 7-12-12. 

Elected 
also from 

Indian 
Associa
tion and 
Calcutta 
District 
Associa
.tion. 
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List of Delegates to- the Twenty-seventh· Indian National ·congress, :Bankipore, 1912. 

Province. _ 

Bengal; -

Do. 

. 
, Do. 

·Do. 

Do. -
·Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Do, 

Do. 

Electorate. 
• 

Indian Associlltion. . 
The Senahati Peoples' Asso-
ciation and Khulna Dis-
trict Congress Committee. 

.. 

Indian Association. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. ! 

Bengal Provincial Congress 
Committee. M 

Do. 

Do. 

Faridpur District Associa
tion. 

Name in full of Delegates with nil titles, 
honorary or scholastic distinctions, '-. 

Race, Religion, 
Den om in ation 
and Caste, 

if any. 

Profession, Calling, Occupation How and whon 
nnd ·Address-in full, Elected • 

Rai De]>endra-Charan Gh<,sh. 

-
Kaviraj Raj Mohan Roy Kavindra;. 

. 
--

-
The Hon 'ble Babn Blmpendra N nth Basn. 

Babn Promotho N ath Banerji. 

llabu Satyanand Bose, M. A, B. L. 

Dr .. Nilratan Sarkar, M. A. M. D. 

Himendra Nath Mukerjea, 'Esq. 

Pramatha Nath Chawdhury Esq. 

. ' 
Ramani Mohan Das. 

Hindu Ben galee V akU, late Government Pleader of 
.Kayasth. Alipore. 

Baidya, Hindu . Kaviraj, 
Ben galee. 

Hindu Bengnlee Attorey-at..Law. 
Kaistha, . 

Hindn Bral1min, 
Bengalee. 

Hindu Kayastha 

"" . Bengalee Hindu 
- Brahmin. · 
Hindu Brahmin. 

Hindu Kayestha - ' 

Hindu V aiahya. 

Professor. 

Yakil, High Court. 

Physician. 

Mahant and Landholder. 
J 

Zamindar, Banker, Contractor, 
Director the Indian Mining and 
Banking •. 

Merchant&, and Landholder. 

Babu Kisto Daa Roy, member, Local and Hindn. Zamindar and Merchant, 
District Boards. 

At a meeting of 
the AsaociaMon 
on tbe 7-12-12. 
Elected hy the 
Executive Com
mittee of the 
SenbatiPooples' 
Asoociation, 

Also . 
elected 
by the 
District 

Congress 
Commit.. 

- tes 
At a Commit- Khnlna. 

tee meeting 
held on the 
7th Dec. 1912. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

At a meeting held 
on the 7th. Dec. 

Do. 

Do. 

At. a meeting 
held on the 
12tb. 
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List of Delegates to _the Twenty-seventh Indian National Congress, :Banki:pore, 1912. 

Province. 

. 
-

Jlcngal. _ 

·' Do. 

Do. 

' 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
-

Do. . 
Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

' Do.-

Do. 

Electorate. 

• 

Faridp11r District 
tion. 

Associ a,. 

Rajshahi. 

:Mymensingh. 

The Indian. Association. 

:Murshidabad. 

/ 

Pabna. 

Do. 

Do. 

District Association 
Parganas. 

Jndian Association. 

Do. 

rio. 

24 

Docca Peoples' Association. 

Indian Association. 

·• 
. • · . · . , Race, Religion, 

Name m full of Delegates w1th nlLhtle$, Denomination 
honorary or scholastic distinction~ .. · • a11d Caste, 

, .. . ifnuy, 

Babu Ambica Charan llia•mmdar, M.A. B. L., 
Chairman, :Municipality. · 

Surendra :Mohan :Moitra, B.· A. 

Suryya Komar Som~ . · 

Sj. Krishna Kumar :Mitra. · 

. -
Rai Baikunta :Nath Sen Bahadur. 

:Mr. Sitanath Adhikari, :M. A., B, L. 

Babu K!Jihori Mohan · Roy. 

:Mr.,Jnanada Gobind Chakraborty, B. L. 

:Mr .. ·s. :N. :Mullik, B. L. 

Bubu Surendra :Nath :Mullik, x:A., B;L, 

Babu Heramba Chandra :Moitra, :M. A., 

Hindu. 

Brahmin. 

. Kayastha. 

Brahmin. 
, 

. Baidyil. 

. Bral1min. 

Kayastha. 
-

Brahmin.· 
' 
Hindu. 

l{ayastha. 

Brahmo. 

Brahmin. 

-

Babu Surendra :Nath Banerjee. 

Babu Girish Chandra Das, B. L, Bengalee Hindu. 

Dr. Deva Prasad Sarbadhikari, M. A., L. L. Do, 
D., Member, Legislative Council. 

Profossiou, Culling, Occupation 
and Adtlress in full, 

Pleader. 

Pleader and Zamindar. 

· Pleader, Mymensingh. 

Editor, the •• Sanjibani." 

V 11kil and Zamindar. 

-
Pl<1ader, Pabna. 

Zamindar, Editor ·' Suraj." 

Pleader. 

. Vakil, membor of the Bar-Library 
Associationa . · 

• Vakil, High Court. 

Principal, City College. 

'J'rofessor and J onrnalist. 

Pleader, O!d :Magh11lody Street~ 
Dacca. 

Attorney-at-Law. 

How and when 
Ell'cted. ' 

At a . meeting 
on the 12th. 

Do. 

At a meeting 
on the 18th. 
At a meeting on 
the 15th. 

At a meeting at 
Braham pur on 
the .7th. 
At a meeting on 
the 12th Dec, 

Do. 

• DO. 

At " meeting 
21st Dec. 
Meeting on 7th. 

Do. 

Do. 

At a meeting ori 
the 16th Dec. 

Do. 

,-

• 

-
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List of Delegates to the Twenty-seventh Indian National Congress, Bankipore, 1912 .. 

Province. 

Bengal 

Do. 

Do, 

Du, 

Do. 
-

B.ehar, 
-

Do, 

·Do, 

Do, 

Uo, 

Do. 

Eleotoru t.~. 

lndinn Associntiun. 

Do. 

Do. 

Midnapure Congress Com
mittee. 

Mymensingh Association. 

Nnme in full of l>elegntes "ith nll t.itles, 
laonol'llry oa· schoh~•tic dist-inctions. 

Mr. A. Rnsul, M. A., U. C .. L. 

Mr. Anmlaya Kumar Basu. 

Mr. Prithwis Chnndra Roy. 

B. N. Sosmal. 

Manomohan Neogi B. L. 

Behar Pro,·incial Congress. : Mr. SJ'"'l Hayd•r Hussain. 
Committee. 

Do. 

Do. 
• 

Do. 

District Congre.or Com
mittee, Saran. 

Mr. Krishna Prasad Kant B. A. 

-The Hon'Me Maharaj Kumar of Tel<ari. 

Dabu Mahesher Nath Sii•ha ,F. T. S. Zamin
dar, Medical Practitioner. . 

Dabu Sheonandan Prasad. 

District Congress Committee Moulvi Syed Mohammad Ismail Mokl!lar. 
Arrah.· 

Rnce, Religion, 
Denomination 

and Caste, 
if any. 

Profession, c .. mng, Occupation 
and Address in /ull. 

Bengalee Maha- Bar-at-Law. 
madan. 

Kayastha, 

Bengalee Ksha
·try. 

Hindu. 

Baidya. ; 

Permanent Assistant, Servants of 
India Society. 

J onrnalist, 

Bar-at-Law, Midnapur, 

Pleader and Talnkdar. 

S1ed Malaama- Member, .Servanta of India So-
dan. ciety. , 

Hindu Bralaman 

Do. 

Beharee Hindu 
Kaynstha. 

Hindu Ahir. 

Syed MalJAma-
dRn. -

.. Do. 

Zamindar. 

Medical Practitioner. 

Pleader, Saran. 

Mokhtar, Arrala, Behar •. ·. 

How and when 
Elected. · 

At a committee 
meeting of the 
lndifn Associa
tion held on 
7-12-12. 

Do. 
· .. 

Do. 

At a meeting 
held on 21st 
Dec. 1912. 

Do, 

At a meeting of 
the Behar Pro
vincial Congress 
Committee. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

At a meeting of 
'tbe Dist. Con
gress Committee, 
Saran. ' 
At • meeting of 
the l.list. C. C. 
held at Arrah. 

' 

-



List of Delegates to the Twenty-sevent~ ·Indian National Congress, -Banldpore, 1912. 

-. 
- Race, Reli~tion, 

0 Electorate •. 
Nam~ in full of Delt>gates with all titles, ' Denomination · Profession, Calling, Occupation How and when· .; 

Province. 0:1 z honorary or schola~ti!l distinctions. and Custt>, Address i•~ /ull, Elected. ;:: 

·"d • ' ifany. 
. 

• < 
' l!l ·;::: . "' "' - '' " ~ . rn . 

~ I 

Balm A~ant Prasad Monda). 
. 

~55 Bel1ar. Dist. Congress Committ ... , . · Beharee Hiudn· Zamindar, Ma<ll1ipnrah Snb-. At " meeting 
Bhagalpur. . . - Goup, . division, Bhagalpur •. held on 18-11-

. 
~.2 . 

156 Do. llo. Babu Ras Behari Lal Mandai. .. Do. Do. Do . . ' 
. 

' 
.. . . . . . 

Do. 
. 

Do. Babu Sri Krishna Prasad, ·a. A., n. L, Beharee Hindu ~l~ader and Zamindar, Monghyr Do. 15'? Ambast Kay,.. and B,hagl\lpur •. . ; tha. 

158 l)o. Do. Balm Babu La1 Mandai, · Beharee Hiudn · Znmindnr. At n public 
' Goup. meeting held at 

18-11-1:!. 

159 Do. no; Snran •. Bablj Tirbeui Prasr<f, JJ, A.,. u_.. n. . Beharee. l{tiys- Plea<le.r, Chapra. At a meeing .. 
tl•a. held on 14-11-: -- . 

1~ . 
~- .. 

160 Do. Do Babu Bindesri S"ran, l'lcader. Do. Pleader, Cl111pra. . At R meeting - ' held on 14-11-' . 
' - 1•) 

~-. 
Balm luderdeo Na;·ayau, B.L., Pleader, · ' 

161 Do. Do. Arrnh. Kaystha. Plea<ler, A rra\1. At ·a meeting of 
. tbe Dist. Cm>-. . . 

Com-' gress 
. mittee . 

162 Un. L>n. Balm Shyam Smulcr Prusa<l, 'Pleader, Do. .L>o. Do. 

Ho,. Uo. Gaya. Balm Surja Prasad Gttpta, Mahajan. V ni:m. Danker nn~ Zamindor, Gya. .. held 011 
163 ll-11-12. 

l>n. Do. l>arbanga. Balm Hnri Jlansi Sahay. . Jleharee Knys- Pleader, I..~nheria Snrni, Durlolm~ At .. meet.ing 
16.1, tim. nga. . held on 12-12-

- >' 22. I . 
Ph•ntlt.•t·, 1\f. Cnmmissi(mer, Misra Do .• , 

165 Dn. Do. Dubn I~achnmnn PrMall, B. A., _n. L. Dn. 
. t11la. Unrhhanga . 

. ' . ' 
-
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180 

List of Delegates to the. Twenty-seventh Indian National Congress, Bankipore, 1912 . 

Provin<!l'. 

Behar. 

Do. 

Behar & Orissa. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, 

Dd. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

. 

ElectorntP .. 
Name in full of DelegatPs with nil title~, 

honorn•·y 01: scholnstic tli•tinction~. 

Dist. Congrf's Committee 
Dnrhhanga. 

])o, Sasaram. 

Dist. Congo·oss Com•nittee 
'Durbbanga. 

Behar Provincial Congress 
Committee. 

Do. • 

Dt. Congo·ess Commmittee 
Dnrbhnnga. ' 

Do. Saran 

Do. , Darbhanga. 

Do. Mozafferpur 

Bl'har Provincial Congress 
-Committee. 
Distl'ict Congress Com
mittee Shabnbad. 

Do Sarno. 

Pandit Bhunoshwa•· Misra. 

Thakn~ Naml Kumar Singh, Pleader. 

Bnl>n Si nghe•he•· Prasad. 

I 

Pandit Bhagwan Bajapi, Zamindar, 

M1·. Syed Mohamnd Ismail, 

Babu Dharnluhar, M. A.,. B. L. 

Babu Mahadeo Saran. 

The Hon'ble Balm Bl'ij Kishore 
M.A. B. L~ -

Babu Sant Pmsad B. L., Vakil. 

Babu Ganesh Dutta Singh, Vakil. 

Bal>u Raghul>ir Saran, B. L. 
. 

Bnb11. Mahender Prasad, B. A. 

Manbhnm District Arrah. Babn Sarat Chandra Sen. 

District Congress Com- Babu Gur11jyote Sahai, Plead•r. 
mittee Monghyr. . ... 

Do Mnzaffarpnr Babu Dwarka N ath, B. A., B. L~ 

Prasad, 

Rnce, Ueligion, 
DAnominntion 

nncl Unste, 
if nny. 

Beharee Bmh
man. 
Hind11 Kaystba. 

Kaystba; 

Brahman, 

S yed Mahama
dan. 

Beharee Knys
tha. 

Do.1 

Do. 

Kbatrya. 

Prof~~~ion, Culling, Occupnt.ion 
nml Aclch·e~s in full.· 

Plea<ler, Zamindar Misra · tola 
J>arbhangn. 

l>loadeJ•, Sa•sernm. , 

Pleader and Za,m.indar, Somoa·ti
p11r, 

I 

Znmindar,' Chauk, Gyn. 

"' 
Patna 

PleadeJ', LahaJ•ia Sami Darbha-
nga. 

Zamindar, village Hariharp11r 
Chopra. . 

Vakil, Laheria Sarai. 

, • Mozafferp11r. 

Bhmnihar B•·ah> High Court Vakil. 
o.man., 

Kayastha. Vakil Arrah. 

Do Manager, Bank of Behar. 

Hindu Bengali. Vakil, Purulia. 

Hindu Kayastha. Pl•ader, :Monghyr. 

Do. Vakil, Muzaffnrpnr. .., '· .. . 
' 

• 

How :mel w hN1 

EIActecl. 

At a meeting 
on 12-12-12. 
l>ist Congr•ss 
C. Sns•aram. 
At a meeting 
l•eld on' 17-12c 
12. 

Do. 

Dy the Behar 
P. C. Committe•. 
At B mN•.ting 

held on 11-12-11. 
.. 14-12-12. 

.. 11-12-12. 

" 14-12-12, 

.. 28-12-12; 

, lS-11-12. 

.. 14-11-82, 

.. 16-11-12. 

"·16-11-22· 

.. 11-12-12. 

,-........ 
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List of Delegates to the Twenty-seventh Indian ~ational Congress, Bankipore, 1912. 

Province. Electorate. 
Name in full of Delegates with all titles, 

1 hono~ary or scholastic distinctions. 

Race, Religion, _ . 
. Denomination· Profession, Calling, Occupation 

and Caste, and Address in fidl. 
How and when 

Elected. 

· . 

Behar & Orissa. Dist. Congress Committee Babu Y!>dho P~asad. 
:Motiharj, 

Do. Do. Babu Pundeo Prasad Bah .. 

Do. Do :Mozatiarpur. Babu Jadu Nath Sinha. 

Do .• Do. Babu Ganga Bishun. 

Do. Do Gaya Babu Gobardhan Missr, B. L. 

Do Do. Mozall'a.Pur. Babu Jadunandan Prasad, B. L. 

' Do. Do :Mozall'arpur The Hon'ble B. Dwarka Nath, B. A., L.L. ~. 

·Do. Do Gaya B.abn Nilkanth Bahai. 

Do. Do. Babu Batnarain Lall, Agent Kaystha Trading . 

Do. 
Corporation. 

Do. Motihori Babu Ramyad Prashad Bah. 

Do. . Behar Provincial Qommittee. Babu Kalipodo Ghosh, :M.A., B.L. 

Do. Do. 

if an_y. 

\ 

Marwari. Banker. and Zamindar, ":Motihari. At a m~eting on 
12-12-12. 

Kalwar. Do. ,. 12-12-12. 

Kshatriya. 

Khatriya. 

Karpardaz of B. Maheswar Pd, 

Z anlindar Mozafferpur. 

Hindu Brahmin. Vakil, Gya. 

,. Kayastha. 'Pleader and Za_mindar. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do.-

• Pieader, member of the Legis!,._ 
til" Council. 

• PleJlder. 

Agent Kystha Trading and Ban
king Corporation Gya. 

Banker and Zamindar. 

Bengali Kays- Vakil, High Court . 
, tha. 
Beharee Kays- ·.Do, 

tha. 

. .. 14-12-12. 

.. 14-12-12. 

.. 11-12-12. 

.. 11-12-12. 

" 14-12-12. 

•. 11-12-12. 

.. 11-12-12. 

. .,·12-12-19. 

.. 23-12-8~. 

•• 23~12-12. 

191 • Do. Do. 

The Hon'ble Kirshna Bahay Rai Bahahur. 

-The Hon'ble Mr. B. Binl)a, Bar-at Law. Do. Bar-at~Law, Bankipore. By the moeting 
of the ll~har P. 
C. C. Cnmte. 

192 Do. Do. Mr. Mohamed Yunus Esq. Mohamadan. Do, Do. 

19S Do. The Hon'ble B. Bishun Pd., R L. Dist. Cong. Comt. Gya. - Kayastha. Pleader, Gya and :Member At a moeting 
AU-India Congres• Committee. held on 11-12-12 

. 
• ., -... 

"'" cq -
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List of Delegates to the Twenty-se-yenth Indian National Congress,. Bankipore, 19.12. 

Province. Electorate. 

' 

Behar & Ori.,a. Pt·ovincial Cong, Committee 

Do. 

Do, - Gays Congress 'Committee, 

Do. 

Do. Do. 

Do. -
Do. ' 

·Do~ 
Do. . 

Dnrbhanga Dist., Congress 
Do. Committee 

Arrah D.istrict,. Congress 
Do. . CommittPP. 

Purn~a District, Congress 
Do. Committee • 

Do. Provincial Cong. Committee 

Do. 
' Bnrmah, Cong. Committee, 

Do. 

Do. Do. 

N arne in full of Delegates with' all titles, 
1- . honorary or scholastic distinctions. 

. -
Babu Kuarnandan Sahai. 

Bnbtt N ankishore La! 'M, A., B.L. 

' Babu Dasrath La!. 

Babu Anupnarayan. 

Babu .Kedarnath, n: A., B. L, • 

Babu Girwardhar, B. A., L. L, B. 

Bahu Mangal Charan, B. L. 

Babu Alakh Narayan. . 

B. :Maheshwlll' Prosad, B. A. ' 

K. T. :Mah·ani Esq. 

v. :Madanjit Esq. .. 
-

Race, Religion, 
Denomination 
and Ca~te, 

if any. 

-
Kayastha .• 

Do, 

. 
Do, 

Do, 

,'Do, 

Do, 

·Do, 

Do. 

' 

Do, 

Hindu Khatrya 
. 

Kayutha. -

. Profession, Calling; Occupation How and when 
and Address in full. Elected. 

Pleader, Bankipore and member At a meeting of 
'AU-India CongreSs Committee: the Provincial 

Congress Com-
mittee. 

Va~il. ' At a meeting of 
the Gaya Con-
gress Committee 
held 011 -1S.12-

; 12. 
· Pleader. Do. _ 

Do. Do, -. 

. Do. Do. 

Pleader, Samastipore. At " meeting 
held on 11-12-12 . 

Vakil, Arrah. . At a· meeting 
. : held on 18-11-12 

Pleader. .. . 

Editor, "The _Beharee." At a meeting of 
the Provincial 
Committee, 

Pleader, Bangooa. A& meeting ' a 
held in ~he Dec. 
1912. 

Editor, "United Bnrmah" Ban· Do. 
goon. . 

' 

-.... 
c.. 
0 -



' 

RESOLUTIONS. 

I, Death ol Mr. A. 0. Hame. 
(a). This Congreao p~cea on record ita sense of profound sorl'!lw for the death of 

~r. Allan Octa .. an Hume, C. .B., the father and founder of the Indian N~ 
tmal Congress, for whose life-long serriees, rendered at rare self-sacrifice India 
feels deap and lasting gratitude, and in whose death the cause of Indi~n pro-
gress and. l'tlform has sustained an irreparable loss. . . . 

_(6). The Preatden~ be requested to ca.ble this resolution to' Sir William Wedderburn 
B~ronet, ChatJ?ltan of the British ·committee of the Indian National Congress, 
wttb the request that he may convey to Mrs. Rosa Scott, Mr. Hup1e'a daughter, 
the aympathy of the Congress in her great bereavement •. 

11. Indians Itt the Colonies, 
(a). Tllis Congress, anticipating the fortbcoming1 legislation of the provisional 

•ettlement recently arrived at, cordially congratulates Mr. Gandhi and the Traonaal 
Community upon the repeal of the anti-Asiatic legislation of the Province re
garding registration and immigration and expresses its high admiration of the 
intenoe patriotism, courage and self-sacrifice with. which they-Mahomadan and 
Hindu, Zorastrian and Christian-have suffered persecution in the interest of 
their countrymen during their peaceful and aeHleaa struggle for elementry Civil 
right& againat overwhelming odds. . 

(6). Whilot appreciating the endeavours that have been made from time to time to 
aecure tho redroso of the grievances of the lndia11s of South Africa and other 
British Colonies, thia Congreas urges that in view of the 'avowed inability of 
His Majeoty'o Government to adopt a firm and decisiTe attitude in this matter, the 
Government of India should take such retaliatory measures as may be calculated to 
protect India's aelf-rospect and tb;, interest of Indian resident& in those parts of the 
empire, and thus remove li great source of discontent among the people of.this 
country. _ ·. 1 • 

.. (c). This Congress further protests against tho declarations of reaponsible atateemeo in 
favour of allowing the &elf-governing colonies, in the British Empire, to monopolise 
.vast undeveloped territories for exclusive white settlement& sod deoma it. its duty 
to point out that the policy of shutting the door in those territories against, and deny
ing the right of full British citizenship, to all the Asiatic subjects of the British 

. Crown, while preaching and enforcing the opposite policy of the open door in 
Asia is fraught with grave mischief to the empire and is as unwise as unrighteous. 

. -
(d). Whilst thanking the Government of .India for the prohibition of the recruit

ment of indentured . Indian labour for South Africa, this Congress is strongly 
of opinion that in the highest National interest, the· system of indentured 
labour is undesirable and should be abolished and respectfully urges the Govern: 
ment to prohibit tlto further recruitment of Indian labour under contract of 

· indenture whether for service, at home or abroad; 
{e), Th~t the President do dispateb the following message to Mr. Gandhi. "The 

" Congress reaffirms last year's resolution, expresses ita warmest appreciation of 
your efferts and assures yo11 and your fellow workers of the country whole 
hearted support-" · · .. · " 

Ill• · The Public Services Commission. 
(a). This Congresa records ita \euse of satisfaction at the appointment of the Royal 

Commisaion on Indian Public Service and while expressing its regret at the 
inadequacy of -the non-official Indian element thereon, trusts the deliberation of 
the Commission will result in the just recognition of Indian claims to appoint
menta in the various departments of the Public BcrTice. 

(b) , This Congress urges the introduction of the reforms outlined below:-
( 1) The holding of the open competitive examination for the India Civil Serrice 

and Pultlic SerTicea now recruited in England simultaneously in India and' in 
'England. 

(2) The recrnitment of the Public Services as a rule by moaoa of competitive 
examinations and not by a ayatem of nomination. · , 

(S) Tho abolition of the division of services into Imperial and Provincial 'as now 
oonatituted, and the equalisation of the _condition• of aenice aa between 
European& and Indians. · 

( 4) The abrogation 'of all rules, orders, notification& and circulars which expresaly or 
in effect debar Indians as such from any appointment in any department. . 

(5) The removal of restrictions against the appointmimt of persons other than_ 
membeu oflndian Civil Service in certain high and miscellaneous offices. 

(6) The complete separation of the Executive and Judicial functions and s'ervir.ea. 
The creation of a distinct judicial services to be recruited from among members of 
the legal profession, and. a proportionate curtailment of t'he cadre of the Indian 
Civil Service. . . . ·, 

(7) The constitution of a diatinct Indian Civil Medical Service for Civil Medical 
Service for Civil Medical appointment& and the restriction of member& of the 
Indian Medical Service to military post& only, the designation of tho Indian 
Medical BerTice to be changed to Indian Military Medical Service. 



. 
(8) The closing of all Indian Servi~ea to the natives of those British Colonies where 

Indians ere not legible for .ser.?ice.. • In •i ·.,II ,I 
' • ',. f 

;,. · ·".. • '· ~ ·· · • IV. The Swadashl· Movement.; •'· ,. · : · .' 
· •' .'· This C~n ·.;, •• ~~cords its·riiost cordial suppbrt to the Swadeshi movement and calls upon 
'f.he people. of lnla ·to labor for its success by making earnest and snstain~d efforts to womote the 
.growth of indigeneous industries by gi~ing prefe;ence, whe~~':f p.~ct~c~bl~, .to I,nd•an prodnctl 
,oye~ imported comlll:oditieg, ~~en. at a sac~dic,e:. . . . · , . , ., ... , .. ·1 , i ; 0 ! 

.':, , , .. , ,. . .. , V •.• Local. Self-Government •.••.. ,, .. , .• . ,. ' 
' • .... ·This Gongress e:q>rasses ·its ll'egret ·that the recommendation11 of the decentralization 
commiasio11 with regard to. the· further development of. Loeal S?lf-Go .. ernment; have not yet 
·been given effect to end urges •• that flle..J~oy~r'!ment. pf ,Ipd~a may he please~ to take etep1 

· ·:without delay to increase. the powers and resources of local bodies, · 
. • .. ,.' .. , 1 , •••. · 'v1.': Provincial Antonomy.: · ' '' . 
... , ,., ThiS <Jongres~ records its satisfaction• at the recognition by the Government of India. 
tn' their despateh tn. the Secretary ·of State for India, dated the 25th Angus~ 1911, of the 
ileoessity of introducing autonomous form· ><>f · administration in the different provinces of this 
eountry and beg~ to record its respectful pretest against the• interpretation sought to be pot 
upon the despatch which is, contrary to·its letter and spirit..· · · • 
' · ·' , VII. Legislative Conncil. " ' · ' • ' . 
,· : 

1 ;~< ~): 1his' po;.g.;~s re~Ql'ds i~ se.:se of keen disappointment that lit tlle last revision 
<>f the Legislative Council regulations, the. anomalies and inequalities, the rect.ificstion of ·which 
th• previous ·Congrsss strongly urged upon, the. Government, have not bsen removed. And 
in order te allay the .widespread, dissatisfaction . caused by the defectll complai~ed of, and in· 
riew, 1>f the experience o~ the las~ three years.this Congress earnestly prays ~hat.-

. , , , (1). . lhere should be 'I n~n-oifulial majority iq the Imperial Legislative Council; 
(2) There should be a majority of elected 'Y-embers \n all Provincial Council; 

, .•. ,.{3} The system of, voting by delegates be done away with where it still exist; 
, (4) The franchise be .broadened by simplifying the qualification of electol's basing· 

.. !·•'· ,.j, ': •• it Gn-education, property pr income; - .. ~ .... ,_· . '·, ., .·: 
. ,, .. .(a),, lhe Government should not have the power arbitrarily ·to declare any psraon 

. , : 1 ... , ineligible for election on ·the ground of his antecedents or ,reputation; · 
(6) No person should be held ineligible for election C?n the ground of dismissal from 
· ,.., Governmeqt service .or of conviction in a qrimina!"coort or .froin ·whom security 

· . for keeping the peace has been tskeo, nnless his conduct has involved mora 
.,._. .. · ·turp~t~e::, _. 1 ;.. ___ .· .. ,,.. , • •.. '·J" . 

. (7) No ,.Property or residential qualification' shoul4 be requued of'& candidate, nor 

, .. 

.XL 

.. 

· service as member of p.loeal body; · • · · . ' · • 
{8). A persan ignorant of .English should be held ineligible for memb•rship ; 
(9) It sh?ul~ expressly be, leid down th~ ~ffi~ials. sh~old, ~ot be allowed to inlluence 

electton tn any way;. · .. , , . . _ . . . . 1 , . f· 
(10). .. Finance (Jommittees of Provincial Councils should be more closely associated with 

Government in the preparation of .the annual financial statements. · ' . · 
• (i1) . There should be a Finance Committee of the 1mperial Legislative Council as 

in the case of provincial Legislative Councils ; · · · ' · 
,(12) The right of potting'aupplementary queetionl. 'llliould 1l.i extended to all members 

'' . BDd not·to be restricted to tlle·member putting the w:iginal question.,;:· . 
(13) ·The ·strength of the Punjab Oouncil be raise!~ from 1!6 to a'O and more sdequate 

·repreSentation .be ·allowed to Punjab in the Imperial Council. .. 

VIII · Executive! Conncil for, the United Provinces and the Panjah, 
" This Congress·· again nrgea that an Executive · Council with an Indan me~ber 

h.e _established. in the United Province~ at an early date, and is of opinion •that a 
s•m•lar ·counml should be established in Punjab too. . 1 

' · IL Legisl~tive Councils for the Centrai Provinces and Assam. 
" "~his .. Congress thanks t~e Government for ,the establishment . of Legislative 
~on?c~ls ·~ the Central P~ovmees and . Assam. and . is . of opinion that the former 

·· &dmtmstrahoo shonldbe ra1sed to the ststus of a Lieutenant-Governor'& ;charge." · 
· • · · ' · · · X. Law Membership, 

. :•That in .view .. of the _fact th~t. Sectio~ III of the 'Indian Councils Act of 1861 
••. onde,rstood m ~ract10e to . ltm1t appomtment to the office of Law Member of the 
V tce~o~ s Execut1ve Counml. to members of the English Bar only; thereby greatly 
re~tnctm~ the. field from wh1ch a selection can be made, this Congress urges· that the 
ssid se~t10o ?• so amended. as to allow of Advocates, Vakils and Attorne s-at-Law 
of lnd1an H•gh, Courts bemg. appointed to that office;" · ' 1 · . . 

XI. Education. · 
{a) "While expressi~g its satis.faction a~d thankfulness that Government have an

noun,ced a more acbve educat10nal pohcy, this Congress regrets the defeat of the 
. !Ion ble . Mr. Gokhale Elementaly Education Bill and affirms its conviction that the 
mt~oduct1on, of a measnre of free and compulsory education is .ossential to 
rap1d ex6e!ls•on of elementary education. secure a 



c 3. ) 

(b) This Congreu cordially approves of the movemeot for the. establishment of 
teaching and residenti~l Universities in India.'' 

XII. Separate Electorate for Loeal Board. 
"This Congress strongly deprecates the e)<tension of the principle of separate com-
munal electorates to Municipalities Di•trict Boards or other local bodies. • 

"(a) 

(b) 

XIII. Sanitation. 
Thi~ C~ngress, .wh~lo thankin!l' ~he Governmel.t for having initiatad a system ·of 

SCientific enqmry mto the ong!B and progress of plague, malaria and of the 
diseases, , urges the nec~sity of_ immediatly taking in hand snch practical 
measures as the necess1ty of congested areas, the raclamation of silted 
rivers, the clearing of jungles, · the . draining of water logged areas, and 
better provision for the supply of pure drinking water throughout tho country. 
And this Congress exhorts Local Bodies imd Public Associations to systematical- , 

ly educate public opinion in matters relating to sanitation and hygiene and facili
tate the working of those measures that are inaugurated with a view to check 
the spread of disease and the increase of mortality and to secure better health and 
sanitation of urban and rural areas." · 

' 
XIV.' Po'blle Expenditure. . ·-

"That having regard to the enormous growth that bas taken place in the public 
-4xpenditure of the country, the Congress urges that early steps by taken. towards effective 
retrenchment,· in all- the spending department, of the Imperial and the Provincial Qovernments 

-•nd specially the Military .Depsrtment." · · - ' 

XV. Land Settle~ent. 
"That a reasonable and definite limitation to the demand of. the stat& oo -land and the 

introduction of a . permanent settlement directly between the Government and holders of 
land in ryotwsri areas; or a settlement for a period of not less than 60 years in those provinces 

· where short periodical settlements or revisions prevail, will in the opinion of this Congress, 
~. subotantially help in ameliorating the present unsatisfactory ·condition of the · agricultural· 

population." 
XV, I. Indians in the Army. 

- "This Congress is strongly of opinion that the injustice of keeping the higher ranks in 
. the army closed against the people of India and the exclusion of certain races and castes 
from the lower ranks as well should be abolished. 

- \ 
' XVII. · High Courts. . 

" This Congress is strongly of opinion that the High Courts in India should have the 
. same direct relation with the Government of India alone as ths High Court at Fort. William 
in Bengal has -at the present time." ' 

XVIII. Constitution, 
" The constitution and Rules of the Indian National Congress organisation as amended 

by the All-India Congress Committee be adopted :" 
XIX. Appreelatlon of Mr. G. K. Go~hale's Serviees. i 

•• Thi• Congress puts on ·record its high appreciation of the valuable work done by 
the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale, C. I. E., in his visit to South Africa. undertaken at the invitation of 

. our countrymen .!n that Colon,r. · 
XX. The British Committee. 

" This Congress records ita sense of high appreciation of the services of Sir William 
Wedderburn and the other members of the British Committe• and resolvllS that the organisation 

--of the British Committee and India should be maintained." 
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