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INTRODUCTION.

It was not without some anxiety and a sense of anxions responsibility that
in 1899 the leading men of the United Provinces had invited the Indian Na.
tional Congress to hold its fifteenth session at Lucknow. There was little
political and social activity in the Province of Oudh (and there is not much
more even now), the people were deeply wedded to the old order, nverse to the
new, education was in a deplorably backward condition and even the rudiments
of political organisations were scarcely visible, wealth and work had no concious-
Bess of their responsibilities to the public, and the smail minority of the educated
and the aspiring was dispersed, unorganised and impotent. The incubus of
old despotic influences still weighed upon Oudh and its capital Lucknow, in
spite of the fire-baptism of the Mutiny through which it had passed was still spell-
bound by the giamour of the past. But the Congress was held there and the
success of its session justified the bold and patrioticaction of the politieal leaders
of the Province. To invite the Congressto hold its twenty first session at Benares
during the Christmas week of 1905 was a yet bolder step. Benares is the centre
of Hindu orthodoxy as it is also the centre of all that is best in Hindu religion,
literature and philosophy; its population, mostly Hindu, is intensely conserva-
tive, disinclined to follow any new lights unless they have been kindled at thean-
cient beacons; education, if possible, is even more backward there than at Luck.
now, and whatever of mental energy and the spirit of self-devotion to impersonal
ends there is, is absorbed in spiritual pursnits upon old lines, while material intex-
ests are lefu t) take care of themselves. Lucknow, where the last flickering rays
of Mahomedan civilization still linger, is yet the capital of a Province, the seat of
government, having some first-class educational institutions, historical and social
causes have brought the two chrmmunities, Hindu and Mahomedan, more closely
together there than anywhere else in [ndia, the bonds of orthodoxy are not very
tight, while the existence of some half a dozen Indian newsvapers, Euglish and
Yeruacalar, exercises a beneficial educative influence upon the people. Itis
beginning to turn its face to the Bast and scent the morning air of the com-
ing day, But DBenares, a sacred city as it is and must always remain in the
eyes of all Hindus has, oa account of its owa historie traditions and association,
felt even less closely the breath of the coming dawn; for centuries upon centuries
it hus been lying at anchor ir the stream of time ; and whether it be or be not
“ the lotus of the world,” it certainly is, from the political point of view, from
the point of view of modern life and activity, the city of ‘lotus-eaters.’ No poli-
tical life, no public activity of any sort whatsoever, in its place, social conserva-
tism of the deepest dye, most ubject superstitions stulking in broad day-light, the
_ rich happy in the belief that they are not their mother’s keepers, the educated
few in number and even among these few some who have not been able wholly to
escape the mystic enchantments of the holy city. And yet it was at this city
that the twenty-first session of the Congress was held, and held with suczess,

The event is a most remarkable one from more than one point of view.
1t shows that even the most orthodox city in India has not escaped modern
influences, that the most orthodox community, if worked upon in a
right, judicious and cautious spirit, is capable of being awakened into
useful activity, thst even in the strongest citadel of Hindu conservatism
the modern spirit has made breaches through which the forces of pro-
gress will affzct their entrance in due course of time, that even the
conservative Hindu has begun to suspset the soundness of the social structure
which has hitherto sheltered him, ani to feel, not intelligently perhaps, still
more or less keenly, that there are cartain wants and interests which he shares
with the rest of his fcllow-countrymen, and that worthy of his deepest rever-
euce as are the tenets and the teachers whom he has hitherto followed, the new
doctrines also and ths new teachers whom the circumstances of the new time
have brought to the front hold out the promise of something that is really
to his advautage, and are worthy of his regard. The learned Pandits of Benares,
discussing at the meeting of the Social Conference (which also held its session
just after the close of the Congress), such questions as sea-voyage, widow-re-
marriage, evils of infant marriage, the social elevation of the lower classes, &e., &c.,
not only in the approved orthodox style but from the Iiberal point of view ; the
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orthodox Hindus who are so often taunted with having nothine in their heads
‘except theold world theocratic notions, co-operating with English-knowing men
in their political reform exertions and lending “enthusiastic support to liberal
proposals, what could be a berter and easier proof of the extent to which the
influences of . English education and English civilization have permeated
Indian society ; what a more flattering testimony as to the level of patriotism
and sense of national self-resp-ct to which the liberal and genuine policy of the
British Government has raised the Indian people 7 This is a sign of the times
the significance of which may be read by the fastest runner; and “yet jt
inust be confessed, regretfully, that to the common ruck of Anglo-Indians all
this is the work of the * Bengali wire-puller " and * the pestilent seditionist,”
Still those who know Indian society, knew that no * wire-palling” can induce
a genuinely conservative Hindu to show liberal tendencies where none exist. and
join hands with the party of social reform ; and when he does 50 one may be
sure that he is not fur from the road that leads to pulitienl liberalism. '

While the appearance of the Congress at Benares was thus a remarkable
phenomenon, indicating the uprising of & new spirit even in these backward
Provinces, the official attitude towards it was not less encouraging, The greatest
ofticial opposition with which the Congress has ever met was here, drilled ang
organised under the patronage of Sir Auckland Colvin, seconded with the high
but misapplied zeal and ability of Sir Syed Ahmed ; and even when ijts fury
had abated teasing and unceasing official pinpricks continued, ns in 2 mensure
they still continue to the delectation of our political workers, 1t was that ablest
and most sympathetic of governors, Sir A. MacDonnell, who, for the first
time, publicly acknowledged the constitutional status of the Congress and
prevented his subordinates from Furnishing any more miserable instances of
“ melancholy meanness.” Itis, therefore, a plensure to note that Munshi Madho
Lal, in his speech welroming the delegates, made the following remarks ;¢ In
,speaking of our difficulties I cannot but refer to the assistance kindly given
to us by the Civil and Military aathorities of this place. We would not have
been able to secure this excellent plateau of Rajghat, the best site available in
this city, but for their kindly help. When I recall to mind the bitter terms in
which my distinguisbed predecessorin this chair, the still Jamented Pandit
Ajudia Nath {cheers), complained of the obstacles put in his way by the officials
of the day, and compare that attitude with the kindly sympathy extended to the

teception Committee of this year, I cannot but feel that we have every reason
to congratulate ourselves on the welcome change that has come over these back-
ward Provinces.” It is a happy augury for the future 1hat the offieial mind
is beginning to adapt itself to its new environments, and realise the furility of
arresting the progress of right by persisting in the continuance of wrong.

The Congress was attended by 756 delegates, of whom 718 were Hindus,
17 Mahomedans. 14 Sikhs, 6 Parsees and one Christiin. Divided according
to professions, 372 were Lawyers, 134 Zemindars, 100 Traders, 85 Medical
practitioners, 9 Journalists, 3 Engineers, 26 Professo1s, and Teachers, 3u were
i private service and the rest carried on miscellaneons professions,

The Congress met at a great crisis in the political fortunes of this eountry.
Never since the dark days of Lord Lytton’s Viceroyalty had India been so
distracted, discontented, despondent ; the victim of s> many misfortunes,
political and other ; the target for so much scorn and ealumny emanating from
the highest quarters—its most moderate demands ridiculed and scouted, its
wost reasonable prayers greeted with a stiff negative, its noblest aspirations
spurned and denounced as pure mischief or sclemn nonsense, its most cherished
ideals hurled down from their pedestal and trodden under foot—never had the
condition of India been more critical than it was during the second ill-starred
adruinistration of Lord Curzon. The Official Secrets Act was passed in the
teeth of universal oppesition. It was condemned by the whole Press—Indian
aud Anglo-Indian—,protests from all quarters poured in, but Lord Curzon
was implacable, and the Gagging Act was passed. Education ias erippled aad
mutilated ; it was made expensive and it was officinlised ; and so that most
effective instrument for the enslavement of our national interest, the Indian
Universities Act, was passed, and the policy of checking if not alrogether un-
doing the noble work of Bentinck, Macanlay and Lord Halifax, which for more
than half a century has heen continued with such happy results to the country,
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came in full swing. In the matter of employment of Indians in the higher
grades of the public service, Lord Curzon, after several years of cajoling and
shufflings, evasions and mystifications, finding that his critics were too shrewd
to be caught by fine phrases, was at last compelled to throw off his mask, and
tell the educated Indiane publicly, with that downright frankness which is the
last refuge of a baffled Machiavellinn, that the bar sinister of race was between
them and the higher posts which they coveted, that their hopes in that direction
were vain and doomed to disappointment, and that in relying upon the Queen’s
Proclamation they were relving upon a broken reed. The secret circulars e
couraging the employment, on a more extensive scale, of Eurasiansand Christians
at theexpense of the other Indian communities also saw the light, and did
much to shake public confidence in his outward professions, The uulucky Con-
vocation Address raised the national temper to fever-leat, and the whole cuuntry
was shocked and amazed, The whole Indian people, smarting uader the aiflic-
tions of plague and famine, of broken pledges and repressive measures, rose as one
man against the monstrous and studied insuls flung with a high magisterial air,
at everything that they loved and revered, attheir religzion, their literature,
their social institutions—at the forces which shaped their past, the hopes
which animate the present, the ideals which beckon them onward from a dim
and distant future. Never in the whole course of the history of British rule in
India was the highest representative of the Sovereign denounced so strongly,
publicly and universally from one end of the country to the other as was Lord
Curzon for his unjust, unwise and impolitic pronouncement. But to cap all,
that which led to the tremendous explosion of the national feeling, the sounds
of which ave echoing still, was the Partition of Bengal—the cutting in twain
of the most advanced and flourishing society in Indiz in the career of its pro-
gress and increasing solidarity—ostensibly in the interest of administrative
efficiency but really to break down the political power and influence of the edu-
cated opinion of Bengal. The cup of national indignation was filled to over-flow-
ing, and what new phases of agitation the measure has helped to develop, what
forces of unity, of self-sacrifice, of devotion to the cause of motherland,
it has unlocked and made available for the purpose of our political struggles,
will be glanced at later on. Suffice it to say that although no hammer in the
horologue of time, as has been said, peals through the universe that there is o
change from era to era ; yet the agitation which has followed upon the Parti.
tion qnestion has undoubtedly proclaimed, with a voice of thander, thatin the
work of politicil regeneration and emancipation, not only for Bengal but for
all India, 2 new epoch has begun.

In this summary review of the political situation as it was at the end of
last year, let us not forget to take into account the influence exercised upon
India by nearly twenty years of Tory domination. Latterly, we know how
Lord George Hamilton supported the Government of India in almost all its re-
pressive and re-actionary measures, how his successor, Mr. Brodrick, with a light
heart, attempted to saddle India with the cost of a contingent of ten thousand
English troops proposed to be placed in South Africa ; and how he sacrificed
our South African Indian fellow-subjects to the selfish clamour of the white
colonist. The scarcely veiled selfishness of the policy of l'ory Imperialism
towards Lndia had done most to try our temper and alienate our sympathies, when
of a sudden the wheel of fortune turned ; those who were at the top went to
the bottom, the Tories were hissed off the stage, with ‘curses not loud but deep’
upon the lip of every right-thinking man, and the Liberals returned to power
with a triumphant mujority which was even more remarkable than the pheno-
menal achievement of Gladstone in 1880, The change of Government was
hailed with universal acclamation all over India; for the people remembered
how in 1380 the return of the Liberals had meant the return of hope and joy
and contentment to the people, the deliverance through the wise and sympa-
thetic policy of that most beloved of the Indian Viceroys, Lord Ripon, from the
disastrous effects of the Tory Imperislism of that day ; and the appointment
of Mr. John Morley as the Indian Secretary was the surest pledge that the night
of despair and discontent was drawing to its close and a new day of rational
hopes and just aspirations on the part of the peovle and of a wise, patienr,
and sympathetic consideration of their claims on the part of Government wus
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about to dawn. Thus it was that the Congress met in sorrow and affliction but
nlso in hope nnd cheerful anticipation ; smarting and staggering on the one hand
under the cruel blows of Lord Curzon, and the indifferent, contemptuous and
even hostile attitude of a section of the official class ; on the other with its gaze
fixed upon the high ethical principles that have always inspired the political
career of our illustrious Secretary of Srate,and with hope and joy fluttering in
its heart at the generous and sympathetic utterances of the Prince of Wales. It
was a most important and most significant session of the Congress —its twenty-
first—when it came of age after twenty-one eventful years, during which it had
to pass through the phases of ridicule and derison, of fuint-hearted sympathy
and whole-hearted approbation,

At one o'clock on the 27th December the Hon’ble Munshi Madho Lal, Chair-
man of the Reception Committee, delivered his address of welcome to the delegutes
in the Congress pandal in the presence of delegatesand visitors. The speech was
a plain, straightforward utterance of a practical man, well experienced in the
polirics of this country, and in the fullowing passage he struck the key-note of what
ks been the constant refrain of educated Indians upon every politieal plutform : —

" Brother-delegates, I reeard the Indian MNational Congresa s the intellectual product of British rule and

Finglish education, and one which ought, therefore, to be treated with tender regard by those whose duty it is to
grvern this country on British principles. No doubt the Congress was not looked npon with friceedly eyes in ita
earlicr atages ; but I am glad to think that time is long gone by, when the change of disloyalty conld be brought
aziinst us when our national aspirations were ridicnled, when our representations on pubiic questions could be
usmissed without consideration, In saying this Fdo not overloock recent events which were unfortunmately cal.
culatad to shake the faith of the more impatient among w3, in the efficacy of conatitutionnl agitation, and in the
benevolonee of purpose of British rule in fmlin, But, brother-delegates, they are but inevitable incidents of
priblic Iife, and we may be sure they do not represent the attitude towards oducated Indians of the majority of
Kuulishmen in this country, much less in free England, 1 mwst admire the love of justice and fair play of the
English nation,  Whatever we say or say not, they allow us to sit hore sl discuss their actions and to eriticise
tiaem, This ia, I saF, the greatest virtue of the British Empire,”

Whatever its detractors may say, the Congress is undoubtedly a national
movement ; it is the product of the Indian renaissance brought about by the
spread in this country of those vivifying and genial influences of progress and
civilization which make fifty years of Europe better than a cycle of Cathay.
1o single individual or community can take credit for it, No ringle principle
or formunla carn explain it. No order of men is free from its influence ;
no class of interest is unrepresented in its counsel. The Sikh, the Rajput, the
Bengali, the Maharatta, the Parsee, the Mahomedan, the Christian, all are enlist-
ed in its service. Its influence is as dominant in the North as it is in the South;
the light of its teachings shines as brightly in the West as it does in the East ;
and the moral influence which it has begun to exert upon the Government
of [ndia and the Home Government is manifest from the sympathetic attitude
of Parliament towards sowe of its principal demands as well as from the fears
and passionate ravings of its opponents. Iris absurd and disingenuous to be-
little its importance by saying that it does not represent the Mahomedans, noe
the martial races, nor the poor peasantry ; that it is coufined to the small fringe
of the educated classes, who alone in a country over-flowing with milk and
houey and amid a people happy and contented in the enjoyment of unprecedent-
ed peace and plenty, represent the element of discontent and even disaffection,
1t may be admitted at once that the educatel classes form the buckbone of
the institution ; but on that account it does not become any the less national and
the less fit to represent the wants and requirements of the masses. But under
an alien Govermment the educated classes are the best interpreters of the people’s
wishes and aspirations to the paramount power. In Indin this is specially
80, as the ruling class lives so isolated from the people that without the assistance
and co-operation of the instructed class it cannot by any means properly dis-
charge its duties towards this mighty Empire. This is not making any exag-
gerated claim for the political influence of the educated, as the most hardened
denier of their claim will not find it easy to give a satisfactory answer to the
question, that if the educated are not fit to represent their less advanced fellow-
subjects who is, The Mahowedan opposition in any sense other than that
the Malromedans as a body being less educated than the Hindus are indifferent
not only to their political position but to all their social and educational interests,
and that oniy a small educated minority of them, desirous to obtain some more
loaves and fishes of the public service and a few more seats in the Legisla-
tive Councils, pass resolutions against the Congress proposals from time to time
aud claim to bave the monopoly of whatever loyalty to Government there exists
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in India, i3 a figment of the imagination. The proportion of Mabomedan dule-
gntes at the Congress session speaks for itself ; leading men hike the late lument.
ed Mr. Justice Budr-ud-din Tyetji and Mr. Sayani, were among the active sup-
porters of the movement, not to mention many other Mahomedans of light and
leading who are ranged on the side of the Congress. Tnen to expatiate upon
the lovalty of the martial races and toeir opposition to political reform is a
little ridiculous, for oue must have an uwobounded faith in the gullibility of
human nature to suppose that those who have lost most by the change of Gov-
ernment are more deeply atiached to the regime than those who have gained
most; that they are passionately devoted to British Government because it
has practically closed to them the higher posts in the military line which
were open to thein under theold regime, and are opposed to an institution
which alone in senson and out of season advocates their cliims to the highest
prizes in the army, This i+ a question of which the officials fizht shy, and
Munshi Madho Lal expressed tue real sentiments not only of the Congress bus

all India when he observed :—

“standing as [ do hereasa representative of the Sipahi Nazar clnss, whose ancestoraeame to lheay
provinnes as soldivre, [ keenly feel that the Government should exclude  the martial  closes feom the hivher tanka
of military services, I am thankinl to the Guvernment for appointing a few members ol the Imperigd Gl
Corps as commissioned officers in the army. This, however, is only in the natere of o movere Rean instals
ment. Why should nat the sons of noblemen and men of the midille class be appointad to commissions {n the army,
if they are qualificdd for the same? Why should not the sureestion of His Loyal Hizhmosa the Duke of Con-
naught, to establigh an Imlian Sandiurst, be carricd out 7 B is not o wise policy to exchude the martial mee of
Indian sollicrs from the higher ranks of the army. Merit and not race should be the qualilyine test, The
1ndian soldicr has cstablishment bis title to the contidence of the ralers in maoy o battlefield  throushout the
empire by his valour as well as devotion, and cannet be prrmanently denied the higher rewards of his service,
is only necessary that we shonld persistentiy press his claim on the attention of the Goverament (ur it to be
grantecd. I venture to think that even the Duperial Cadet Corps would not have been  established without  the
long continued agitation of the Cougress aud the Indian Press,  And we who believe that the Tndan so'dier
i the backbone of the BDrivish Army in this conntry, owe it not only to ourkelves but Lo the Government that
we must not rest until the just concessions for which we have bueen praying ave granted,  The importancee of the
matter beiog what it is, may I not venture toappeal by the powers.that-he to siznalise -the visit of His  Royal
Mighness the Princes of Wales by carrying oul in practice the professed intention of our rulerato treat Linlians
on ¢ual terms with other classes of His Majesty's subjuects by throwing open tu them the superior posts in
the army "

But the day of shadowy promises is not over, and even the Duke of Con-
naught and the Prince of Wales may yet find out that the ruling class in India,
whatever praises it may sing of the Native army, thus enhancing the effect ot
it denanciations of the educated class, is not yet prepared and will not e
prepared for many a year to come to improve by any solid and substautial re-
form the prospects of the Native army or of the martal races from whom thas
army is recruited.

Another important subject which was uppermost in the minds of all and

with the remarks upon which he concluded his speech was the Partition of Beng .

“8peaking as an Indian aod a von-Bengali, I desire to assure my brethren of Benzal of my and gour deep
sympthy in the misfortune that has befallen them in the partition of their fair sud great provinee, The Partition
of Bengal, in an arbitrary manner and in spite of the universal oppasition that the measure has provoked, I regard
as impolitic and unjust, If there was any truth in the late Viceroy's utterance that to dely or iznure pubiic
ppinion is not statesmanship—and we have baen told on high authority that truthfoloess isa apecial vietue of
Europeans—thien jt is inexplicable how the sentiment of united Bengul came to be so deliberately disregarded by
the same bigh functionary,”

He pressed upon our Bengali friends the advisability of keeping up the
agitation, of sending a strong deputation to England to advocate their canse before
the British Pariiament and the DBritish public, and Le made them hope that
their gracious sovereign, King-Emperor Edward, would do them justice.

Munshi Madho Lal having closed his speech amid loud cheers, Pundit Dis-
hambhar Nath, our veteran and revered political leader and ex-Chairman of the
Congress Reception Committee on a previous oceasion, rose to propose, in
an excellent sveech in which he referrid to the Congress as * the crowning
triumph of Pax Britannica with its untold and numerous blessings)" the cl-c-
tion of the Bou’ble Mr. G. K. Gokhale as President of the twenty-first session
of the Congress, and was followed by Mr. R, C. Dutt, & disunguished
Indian statesman and an ex-President of the Congress, who in very moving
terms spoke of the claims whaich Mr. Gokhale has upon the eswem and

gratitude of his countrym-n.

U Many of you, gentlemen, whn have come from the Bombay Presidency, kEnow what a ecfilcas life Mr,
Gokhale bas lod ; bow he wad first educated by that prince of edicatora, the late Mr.  Kanade {(cheers) ; howr
he devoted years of his life to that institution” which we koyw as Fergusson College s and how, after that and
after sume travels in Europe, he made his name as a pelitician by that great bistoric speech which he el on
the occasion of the budyzet diszusaion in the Vicerny's Council ascme yearango (cheors). Gentlemen, Ido not know
how you received that speech, 1 felt withio mysclf that that wna the coming man for India icheers). The power
of «lognence, the power of debate, the great woderation and the lucid statement of facts which characterised *h
eplendud speech in the Viceroy's Council showed that woe bad at last got a clawmpion (cheers), wao wouid de
justice to hia couatry and countrymen,”

.\
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Then, urging upon his hearers the urgent political needs of the country
and upon Government the expediency of modifying a constitution which had

its birth in the eighteenth ceutury in order to meet the requirements of the

nineteenth, closed with the following stirring and yatriotic woras :—

“Gentlemen, 1 have more faith in our own work thau in the mercy of Government {cheers.  If we show
ourselres prepared to wndertake our duties in a reasonable, moderate and sober way, time cannot be far distant
when some sort of conatitution, based on the wishes and fecling of the people, shall have to be conceded to  the
paople of India {cheers), Gentlemen, Ihave often been mecused of being too mueh of an optimist, and |
admit the charge. 1 believe it is better to work with ho_pe than to work with ne hope ; but hope or no hope,
1 think in a gool cause, in rightcons battle, it is better to fight and fail than not to fight at all {chieers).,”

The proposal, having been further supported by Sirdar Gura Charan Singh,
of the Punjab, Mr. R. N. Mudholkar, of Berar, and Mr.. . Subramania
Iyer, of Madras, was carried with acclamation and amid the ringing eheers of the
whole assembly Mz. Gokhale took the Chair. The interest of the whole meeting
was centered in its President and the address be was about todeliver. The gimple
and saintly life of Mr. Gokbale, the suavity and urbanity of his manners, his
vast knowledge of Indian politics and his practical experience of high state
affairs, the thought of his great services to his country, and his selfless patriotism
and unflinching courage, the enthusiasm of his followers and his bouyant
Lop=fulness which cheered the most drooping spirits,~-all these conrtributed to
the scenic effect of the occasion which 1t 1s not possible adequately to describe.
The speaker was worthy of the high office which he filled and hLis address
worthy of the great assembly before which it was delivered. Simple in its style,
the address had all the eloguence of deep and earnest conviction, and in its matter
there was all the force, the cogency, the logical vigour, and the irresistibie power
of carrying coaviction to the most obstinare minds that a trae mastery of facts
applied in the service of a jnst cause never fails to imparr. There were no flashes
of platform rhetoric in it, nn jarring notes of jibes and flouts and jeers at his
political opponeuts, no extravagance of praise or blame; it was marked throughout
with genuine courtesy, charity and generosity; here and there evincing (more in
sorrow than in anger) warmth of reproach aud revulsion at the sight of tome
cruel wrongs from which his countrymen sutfer, but never out-stepping the
bounds of moderation, fairness and good feeling ; an address of which it may be
truly said in the words of Mr. John Morley that passion burned low and persu.
asive reason held up the guiding lawp.

Mr. Gokhale’s speech may be roughly divided under five heads :—(1) a
brief but critical review of Lord Curzon’s administration; (2) the policy
and political effect of the Partition of Bengal; (8) the economie and political
aspects of the Swadeshi movement; (4) the aims and objects of the Congress
movement and the attitude of the Anglo-Indian beauracracy towards it; and
{5) suchreforms as require an early and an immediate consideration at the
hinds of Governmant. In orler to apnreciate truly the ma-tery of handling a
difficult and complicated subject munifest throughout it, the whole speech must
bz read ; here only a few short passageacan be cited with such comments and
observations as have any bearing on, or are suggested by, these passages them-
selves. :

In reviewing Lord Curzon's administration it is important to bear in mind
that although he isfully responsible f.r nursing into vigour the germs of distrust
an ! suspicion, coercion and rvepression, on the part of Government and of
unrest and discontent and the bitter sense of cruel wrong in the minds of the
people, yet these germs had been sown by other hands.  Lord Ripon’s Vice-
royalty was the golden age of Dritish India, when our political agitation was
born, when the people causht up by the vision of a new dawn stood a-tip-toe
with expectitins of better things to come, unaware that ere long they would
find themselves under the shadow of a dark cloud, which only now is beginning
to show soms stgns of breaking. Lord Ripon was succeeded by Lord Dufferin
who, although not so liberal and sympathetic a ruler as was his predecessor, was
yet a fur-sighted statesman who believed in cautious and timely concessions
and in the wisdom of concilinting the educated classes by associating them in a
greater degree than heretofore with the administration, Lord Lansdowne
proved even less liberal ; but for the unfortunate Viceroyalty of Lord Elgin
was reserved the memorable distinction of inangurating the re-actionary policy
of force and reoression for the suppression of public opinion in India by means
of drastic legislative measures against the Press—mensures which {to adopt the
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words of Mr. Gladstone anplied to Lord Lytton's Press Gagging Act) are a con-
tradiction of the spirit of the ave in which we live aud area disgrace to British
authority. The unrest and di-content that prevailed in India in the latrer
part of Lord Elgin’s administration are well within the recollection of us all,
Lord Elgin furnishes one more instance of the truth of the observation that jn a
goveroor of men, urbanity of temper, charm of manners, selflessness, beauty
and purity of private life, are no compensition for weakness of initiative,
irresolute will, infirmity of purpose, want of courage and self-reliance, and
proneness to be led astray by the promptings of pradence from upholding the
claims of duty. In Lord Cuzon he found uot ouly a highly capable successor
as to his office, but a worthy and promising heir t» the legacy of his re-action-
ary policy which he left behind. Lord Curzon's regime marks, therefore, the
culminating point of 4 long process of s-emming the tide of our political pro-
gress by means of such instruments as are ready to the hand of every desp .,
and may well be considered as a turning point in our political history. Speak-
ing of the happy juncture of things for the good of his name and fame that
awaited Charles I[ at the time of the Restoration, Macaulay remarks:—¢He
was in a situation in which the dictates of ambition coincided with those of
benevolence, in which it was easier to b: virtuous than to bz wicked, to be
loved _than to be hatel, to earn pure and imparishable glory than to becoma
infamons. [For once the path of gosdness wis a smooth descent,”
Somethung like this hippy opportunity offered itself to Lord Curzon
when he became the Viceroy of Inlia. There was so much discontent at
the time caused by the illiberal poiicy of Lord LElgin, so murh indignation
against him, so much joy that his time had ended, and in all quarters faiut hopes
that any change from his reyime wounld be for the better, thece was such a keen
desire everywhere that the new Viceroy should be affordel every facility and
encouragement in his great work, so much sincere confidence in him created
no doubt by his speeches delivered in England before his departure, that for
once the path of righteousness was smooth for him, it was easier for him to
make himself loved than hated, to soothe the public mind by small measures of
concession than to irritate it, to draw towards himself the deepest feelings of
loyalty than to arouse the bitterest feelings of hostility ; and when the tims
for laying down the reins of office came, to be followed home, as Lord Ripon
had been more than 20 years ago, by the grateful and regretful prayers than by
the groans and execratious of the whole Indian people. Ouar countrymen, in
spite of their many mental limitations, have an instinet for finding out soon or
late who are their friends and who are their foes ; and through the luminous
haze of fine and flowery speeches they discerned in Lord Curzon an autocrat
of a most pronounced type. By his constant and persistent attempts to set
back the shadow on the dial and arrest the course of progress in India he be-
came the wonder and the despair of the Indian pzople.  As Mre, Gokiiale stated
iu words which are equully just and eloquent : —

* For eeven long years all eyes had eonstantly to turn te one mastarfal figure in the land—~—now in admir.
ation, now in astovishment, mare often in anger and in pain, tiil at last it has become difficult to reslise thata
change has really come. For a parallel to such an adininistration we must, 1 think, go back tno the times of
Aurangzeb in the history of cur own country, There we find Lhe same attempt at & rute excessively centralised
and intensely personsl, the sawe strenuons purpose, the same overpowering cousciousness of duty, the samo
marvellous cupacity for work, the same sense of loneliness, the same pers'stence in a policy of distrust and
repression, resulting in bitter exasperation all around, 1 think even the most devoted ndmirer of Lord Curzin
canuot claim that he has strangrhened the foundations of British rule in India, In sowme respects his Lordship
will alwaya be recoanised as one of the yreatest Englishmen that ever came out to this country. IHis wonderful
tatellectunl gifts, his brilliant powers of expression, bia phenomenal energy, his bounlless enthurinsm for work—
these will ever be a theme of just and unstinted praige. But the gods are jealous, and amidst such lavish
endowments they wichbeld from him & aympathetic imagination, without which no man can ever underatand
a0 alien peaple ; und it 13 a sad truth that to the end of his administration Lond Corron did oot really uoder-
tand the people of India, This was at the raot of his many incon-istencies, and mwade him & perpetual puzzle
to moat mon. Aud thus the man, who professed in all gincerity, before he assumed the reios of oflice, his great
anxiety to show che utimost deference to the feelings and even the prejudices of those over whum he was set
to rule, ended by denouncing in unmeasured terms not only the present generation of Indians but also their
remote ancestors and even the ideals of their race, which they cherish abave everything else ; he, whe, in the
carly part of his administration, publicly waraed the official classes that ¢ official wisdom is not so tranicendent
i to be saperior to the stimulus and guidance ' of public opinion, and wno declared that in the present state
of Indin * tha opinion of the educated classes is one which il is not statesmanslip to ignore ot to despise’
ended by trampling more systematically upsn that epinion thao any of his predecessors, aud claiming for hia
own judpment and that of his official colleagues a virtua) character of infallibmlity. The fact is that Lord Curzon
came to Lndia with certain fixed ideas.  To him India wan & country where the Englishman was to mooopolire
for all time all puwer, and 1alk all the while of ducy, The Indians only businers was to be governed, and it
was a saurilege on his part to have any other aspiration. In his scheme of thinzs there was no reoom for the
wiucated classes of the conntry ; and having failed to amuse them for any lengih of vime by an ewply show
of takiog thew iuto his coufideace, Le procexded o the end to repress them,
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« Taking Lord Curzon at his highest, we find him engaged i.u a herculcan attet to strengtien
the Englishnian’s monopoly of power in India and and stem the tide oﬁ |l\0|mlar agitation and dis-
content by rousing the members of the bureaucracy to a sense of duty sl‘mllar to his own and raising
the standard of adiministrative efliciency all round.  The attempt has failed, ns it waa bound to fail.
Never wag discontent in India more acute and widespread thau when the Inte Vieeroy laid down the
reins of office ; and as regards the bureanceatic monopoly of power, I think we are sensibly npearer
the time when it will be successfully assailed.”

‘The reference to Aurangzeb was a happy aund telling stroke, By his in-
tolerance and overmastering passion for dumination, Anrangzeb alienated the
sympathies of the Hindu race upon whose loyalty and affection Akbar had
laid the foundations of a mighty empire, roused the hostility of Mahratizs, and
destroyed for ever the prospects of Mahomadan rule in India.  Lord Curzon, by
ihis political intolerance, his undisguised contempt for the educated classesand his
irrepressible display of anthority in season and out of seuson, gave mortal offence
to the Indian Chiefs on the one hand and lost theregard and goodwill of the intels
ligent sections of the community on the other, and give rise to those feelings
of anger, disquiet and unrest throughout the country which as yet scarcely
show any sigus of subsiding.  Mr. Gukhale then, after pointine out in his own
simple and incisive way how little in spite of his Joud and repeated boastings,
Lord Curzon has done for India, how some of his reforms (the University re-
forms for instance) are no reforms at all, how some are pure snares and delu-
slons, and how some are so small and stinted, went on to the great and burning
question of the Partition of Bengal. Whether the doom which has broken in twain
the most advauced Province of India is irreversible or not, time alone will prove,
but nobody can deny that it has been carried in the teeth of universal opposition,
that it has roused passions such as have never been roused before in connection
with any public question in this country 3 and that the agitation which hag
been raging ever since throughout Bengal forms a most lamentable chapter,
unhappily not yet closed, in the annals of Dritish rale in India. Lord Cur-
zon eousidered the agitation as a * manufactured ™ one, and the whole Anglo-
Indian press, with the memorable exception of the Culcutta Stagesman, has been
crying the same ever since. In spite of hundreds of meetings, protest of hundreds
of thousands of men all over the country, persistent and insistent denunciations
of the change from every quarter, the Home Government are solemnly assured
by the official apologists in the press, that all this is the work of some Calcutta
wire-pullers, and that the whole thing is spurious and has no life in it, Here as
elsewhere history repests itself. When in the autumn of 1885 Ireland pressed
its political demands upon the English people by returning to the newly-elected
Parliament some eighty-five Nationalists headed by Parvell, wiser heuds than
those to be found on the shoulders of our Anglo-Indian editors, called it “a
cavefully prepared verdict of a shamefully packed jury,” what wonder if when
upon a great question India speaks with one voice, she is told by her charitable
critics that she speaks to contradict her heart’s desire and conviction. In the
face of these tactics, it was no little consolation to us to bave heard on the
earliest opportunity from Mr. Morley that at least he and his Government did
not consider the agitation a “manufacture’” snd admitted that in his opinion
the partition had been carried ngainst the voice and wishes of the people of
Bengal. And this administrative sin on the part of the Indian Government has
brought its retribution in the anger and discontent which it has roused, in the
embers of religious and racial hatreds which it bas kindled, in the prosecution
of scho-1 boys, in the suppression of public meetings, in the detestable czardom
of an English governor, and in his pitiable exit from the stage of his Jamentable
performances. Mr.’Gokhale’s remarks referring to the policy of the Partition
Scheme, the crooked and tortuous metltods by which it was carried, and the new
life which it has sttrred in Bengal itself are worthy of the most thoughtful
attention of every well-wisher of India—Indian or English—aud may well be
quoted here ~—
“The question that i_s uppermost in the minds of us all at this moment 18 tho Partition of Bengal.
A cruel wrong Las been inflicted on our Bengnli brethern, and the whole country has been stirred
to its deepest depths in sorrow and resentment, as had never been the case before. The scheme of
partition, concocted in the dark, and cflrriccl out in the face of thq ficrcest opposition that any
Government weasure has encountered during tie last half a century, will always stand as s completo
il trathn_ of t[_ne worst feature of tho present system of buresueratic rulo—its utter contempt for
publ.c opinion, its arrogant pretensions to superior wisdow, its reckless disrognrd of the most cherished,
tooli1 gs of the people, the mockery of an appeal to its sense of justice, its cool preferenco of servico
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interests to those of the governed, Lord Curzon and his advisers—if he over had any advizeis—
could never allege that they had no means of judging the depth of public feeling in the matter.”

“To add insult to injury, Lord Curzon described the opposition to Lis measure as manufactured,
Let it be remembered that when the Inte Viceroy cast this stigma on those who were
ranged against his proposals not a single public pronouncement in favour of thoese proposals had
been made by any section of the community ; and that ameng the foremnst apponents of the measure
were men like Sir Jotindra Molan Tagore and Sir Gurudas Bannerji, Raja Piary Mohan Mukerji
aud Dr. Rash Behary .Ghose, the Maharajns of Mymensingh ond Bassimbazr—men who keep
thewselves aloof from ordinary political agitation, and never say a word calenlated in any way to
embarrass the suthorities, sud who came forward to oppose publicly the Partition Project ouly From
an overpowering sense of the necessity of their doing what they could to avert a dreaded calamity.
If the opinions of even such men are to be brushed nside with contempt, if all Indians are to be
treated no better than dumb, driven cattle, if men, whom any other country would delight to honour
are to be thus made to realise the utter humiliation and helplessness of their position in their own
country, than all I say is “Good-bye to all hope of co-operating in any way with the Lurcaucracy
in the interests of the people ! I can cunceive of no graver indictment of British rule than that
such a state of things should be possible after & hundred years of that rule ! I have earefully gone
through all the papers which have been published by the Government on this subject of partition.
Three things have struck me foreibly : a determination to dismember Bengal at ~all costs, an anxiety
to promote the interests of Assam at the expense of Bengal, and a desiro to snit everything to the
interests and convenience of the Civil Service,

Having published hig enrlier and smaller scheme for public criticism, it was his elear duty to
publish simlarly the Jater and larger scheme which he afterwards substituted for it. But in conse-
quence of the opposition which the first scheme encountered, be abandened the idea of taking tho
public any more into his contidence, and proceeded to work in the matter in the dark.  For more
than & year nothing was heard of his intentions, and while he was silently elaborating the details of
his measure lie allowed the impression to prevail that the Government had abanduned the partition
project. And in the end, when he had secnred the Secretary of State’s sanction to the scheme, it
was from Simla, where e and his official colleagues were beyond the reach of public opinion, thut he
sprang the final orders of Government upon an unprepared people. Then suddenly came his resig-
nation.  Aund the people permitted themselves for & while to hope that it would bring them at least a
brief respite, especially as Mr. Brodrick liad promised shortly before to present further papers on the
subject.

The dismemberment of Bengal had become necessary because, in the view of the Government of
India, ‘it cannot be for the lasting good of any country or any people that public opinion ov wlat
passes for it should be manufactured by a comparatively small number of people nt o single centre,
and should be disseminated thence for universal adoption, all other views being discouraged or sup-
pressed.” * From every point of view,” the Government further states, “it appears to us dosirable to
encourage the growth of centres of independent opinion, local aspirations, local ideals, and to preserve
the growing intelligence aud enterprise of Bengal from being cramped and stunted by the process of
forcing it prematurely into a mould of rigid and sterile uniformity.” You will sce that this is ounly
o paraphrase, in Lord Cuarzon’s most approved style, of the complaint of the people of Beungal
that their fair province has been dismembered to destroy their growing solidarity, check their
national aspirations, and wenken their power of ¢o-operating for national ends, lessen the inHuencs
of their educated classes with their countrymen, and reduce the political importance of Calentta,
After this, let no apologist of the late Viceroy pretend that the object of the partition was adminis-
trative convenicuce and not political repression ! It is difficult to speak in terms of dne restrawmt of
Lord Curzon's conduct throughout this affair. Having published his carlier and smaller scheme for
public eriticism, is was his clear duty to publish similarly the later and large scheme which he after-
wards substibuted for it. Dat, in consequence of the opposition which the first scheme encountered,
he abandoned the idea of taking the public any mere inte his confidence, jand proceeded to work in
the macter in the dark, For more than s year nothing was heard of his intentions, and while
he was silently elaborating the details of his mensure he allowed the impression to provail that the
ttovernment had abandoned the Partition Project. Andin the end, when he had secured the Secretary
of State's sanction to the scheme, it was from Simla, where e and his official colleazues were beyond
the reach of public opinion, that he sprang the final orders of Government upnn an uoprepared
people.  Then suddenly came his resignation. And the people permitted themselves for a while to
hope that it would bring them at least a brief respite, especially s« Mr. Drodrick had promised
shortly before to present further paperson the snbject to Parliasmaent and that was wnderstood to
mean that the scheme would not be brought into oneration till Parliament re-assembled at the begin-
iug of noxt year. Lo

Then referring to the action of Mr. Brodrick, the then Indian Secretary,
and of Lord Curzon who, in spite of his resignation and without giving an op-
portunity to his successor to examine the question for himself, rushed the
necessary legislation through his Couancil, struck a hopeful note as regards our
political future,

“TBut, as has been well said, even in things evil, there is a soul of poodness, and the dark times
throngh which Bengal hos passed and is passing have not been without s message of bright hope for
the future, The tremendous uphearal of popular feeling whivh hastaken place in Bengal in consequence
of the partition will constitute a landwark in the history of our National progress, For the first
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‘time since Dritish rule began, all sections of the Indian community, without distinction of caste or
creed, have been moved by & common impulse and without the stimulus of external pressure to act to-
wether in offering resistance to & common wrong, A wave of true national conscionsness hins swept over
the province, and at its touch old barriers have, for the time nt any rate, been thrown down, personal
jealousies have vanished, other controversies have been hushed ! Dengal's heroic stand against the
oppression of a harsh and uncontrolled bureaucracy has astonished and gratified oll India, and her
safferings have not been endured in vain when they have helped to draw closer all parts of the
country in sympathy and in aspiration. A great rush aud uprising of the waters, such as has been
recently witnessed in Bengal, cannot take place without a little inundation over the banks here and
there.”

Mr. Gokhale's remarks upon the Partition question, especially the closing
ones, were received with the heartiest cheers in every part of the assembly ;
and well did they deserve it, for he was undoubtedly right and voiced the
silent conviction of all earnest and right-thinking Indians when he said that
the agitation has opened a new and more hopeful chapter in our national life,
Yes it has given cheering promises that India is growing into the unity of a
nation, that the pulsation of a2 national life are beginning tobe felt in every
part of our body politic and that great as is the responsibility, equally great and
noble will be the reward, of those who have to watch and nurtureits growth,
Excesses there will be, errors of judgement, of discretion, of policy not a few, but.
no reformer, as has been well said-by Mr. Morley, “is fit for his task who suffers
himself to be frightened by the excesses of an extreme wing.,” The sober,
judicious, manly and patriotic conduct of the leaders of Bengal in the past and
the present is a sure and earnest pledge of what the country may confidently
expect from them whatever fresh crisis may arise in the future,

In dealing with the Swadeshi movement, Mr. Gokhale very justly distin-
guished it from the other movement—the hoycott of English goods—and made
certain wise and weighty remarks which deserve serious consideration. .

¢ It is necessary at the outest to distinguish it from another movement started in Bengal which
has really given it such iwmense impetus—the boyeott of British goeds. We all know that when
our Bengal brethren found that nothing would turn the late Viceroy from his purpose of partitioning
Bengal —that all their protests in the Press and on the platform, all their memorials to him, to the
Secretaay of State and to Parliament were unavailing —that the Government exercised its despotic
strength to trample on their most cherished feclings and injure their dearest interests, and that no
protection of any kind was fortheoming from any quarter, they, in their extremity, resclved to have
recourse to this boyeott movement. This they did with n two-fold object : first, as a demovstration
of their deep resentment at the treatment they were receiving ; and, secondly, to attract the attention
of the people in England to their grievances so that these who were in a position to call the Govern-
ment of India to account might understand what was taking place in India. It was thus a political
weapon used for a definite purpose that they had recourse to the boycott ; and in the circumstances
of their position they had every justification for the step they took. And I can tell you from personal
experience that their action has proved immensely cffective in drawing the attention of Englisb people
to the state of things in our country. DBut o weapon like this must be reserved only for extreme
oceasions, There are obvious risks involved in its failure, and it cannot be used with sufficient
elfectivencss unless there is an extraordinary upheaval of popular fecling- behind it

The true Swadeshi movement, as the speaker well remarked, is both a
patriotic and an economic movement.

“ The devotion to motherland, which is enshrined in the highest Swadeshi, is an influence so
profound and so passionate that its very thonght thrills and its actual touch lifts one out of oneself,
India needs to-day above everything else that the gospel of this devotion should be preached to
Ligh and low, to priuce and te pessant, in town and in hamles, till the service of Motherland
becomes with us as overmastering a passion as it is in Japan.™

The sudden rise of Jaupan—its phenomenal success in a life-and-death
strugole with the greatest military power in the world—due altogether to a
selfless and passionate patviotism, is one of those events that change the cur-
rents of history and decide the fates of nations. Upon India it has produced

a great moral impression. This, however, by the way. Mr. Gokhale proceeded :
“The question of production is a question of capital, enterprise ond skill, and in all these
factors our deficiency at present is very great, Whoever can help in any ope of these fields is,
therefore, & worker in the Swadeshi cange, and should be welecomed as such. Not by methods of
exclusion, hut by those of compreliension, not Liy insisting on every one working in the same part
of the field hut by leaving each one free to select his own corner, by attracting to the cause all who
are likely to help, and not alienating any who are already with us, are the difiiculties of the problem

likely to be overcome.” .
Our dwindling space compels us to make only a passing allusion to what

he said about the cotton industry in India, its vust prospects, and its present
slow growth for want of capital. .He urged upon the people to apply a part,

however small it may be, of their resources in this direction.
“In this connection, may I say that a special responsibility now rests in the motter on the
aristocracy " of Denzal! And this s not mercly because the Swadeshi movement is being so
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vigorously advocated in their Province, but also bacause, owing to the permauent seftlement of
Bengal, they are enabled to enjoy resources which, in other parts of Iudin, are swept into the coffers
of the State.” )

This appeal may be made with equal force and justice to the “Barons of
Oudh,” who also enjoy some exceptional advantages in respect of their estates
and to whose generosity so many institutions of public usefulness owe their
existence in the province.

Mr. Gokhale then proceeded to review in its salient features the history
of the origin and growth of the Congress-movement, and to show that its aims
and aspirations are the Just and natural product of that just, generous and
liberal policy which for more than half-century has been the polar-star of
Indian administration.

¢ For better, for worse, our destinies are now linked with those of England, and the Congress
frecly recognises that whatever advance we seek must be within the Empire itself. That advanee,
moreover, can only be gradunl, as at each stage of the progress it may be necessary for us to pass
through a bricf course of apprenticeship before we are enabled to go to the next one; for it is a
reasonable proposition that the sense of responsibility required for the proper exercise of the freo
political institutions of the West can be sequired Ly an Eastern people through practical training
and experiment only. To admit this is mot to express any agreement with those who usually
oppose alt attempts at reform on the plea tbat ‘the people are not ready for it. «It is liberty
alone,” says Mr. Gladstone in words of profound wisdow, *“which fits men for liberty. ‘This
proposition, like every other in politics, has its bounds; but it is far eafer than the counter
doctrine, wait till they are fit.” While, therefore, we are prepared to allow that an advance towards
our goal may be only by rensonably cautious steps, what we ephatically insist on is that the resources
of the country should be primarily devoted to the work of qualifying the people, by meauns of edueation
and in other ways, for such advance.”

Here it is that we have a grievance against the Indian Government, it has
failed to do its best for our education. With a net revenue of forty-four
milltons sterling, it allows the army to swallow up one-half, the home charges
nearly one-third, and the European agency in all the Civil Departments some
three millions. Out of about seven millions at its disposal the Government
with characteristic generosity spends three-quarter of a million over our edu-
cation in all its branches. After more than a century of British rule, we ob-
gerve with sorrow and pain that four out of every five villages are without a
school house, and seven out of eight children of school-going age are allowed
to grow up in ignorance. * Things cannot be otherwise” very rightly re-
marked Mr., Gokhale,  for it is the government of the people of one country by
the pe,ople of another, and this, as Mill points out, is bound to produce great
evils.’

Referring to the unredeemed or only partially redeemed pledges of the
Sovereign and the Parliament of England, and the astounding attempt made
by the late Viceroy to explain away the solemn import of the great Procla-
mation of Queen Victoria, the deep reverence for whose memory is an asset
of the Empire;*’ Mr, Gokhale pointed out that—

« The domination of one race over another—especially when there is no great disparity between
their intellectusl endowments or their general civilisation, ivfliets great injury on ‘the subject race
in o thousand insidious ways. On the moral side, the present situation is steadily destroying our
capacity for initiative and dwarfing us as wen of action. On the material side, it has resulted in s
fearful impoverishment of the people.”

Grievances such as these, while on the one hand they are just and genuine
are on the other due in no small mensure to the rigid, jealous and unsympa-
thetic bureaucratic system under which India is governed and without some
change in the form and the spirit of this system, in consonance with the
moving forces of the day, no very ganzuaine hopes of their redress can be en-
tertained. Even under this system, whenever the conscience of our rulers has been
alert and awake, we have, we frankly and gratefully acknowledge, reaped many
benefits, :

“ No one plso denies that a large proportion of the members of the bureaucracy Urings to
their work a high level of ability, a keen sense of dutyand a conscientious desire, within the  limits
of the restricted opportunities permitted by the predominance of other interests, to do what good they
can to the people. It is the system that is realty nt fault—a system which relegates the interests
of the people to a very subordinate place, and which, by putting tuo much power into the hands
of these men, impairs their scuse of responsibility and develops in them a spirit of intolerance of

criticisin,”
And this spirit has increased and is increasing with the advance of educa-
tion and, as its necessary consequence, the growth of feelings of independence
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and self-respect amoug the people.  The dominant class feels that it is face to
face with forces that must, in course of time, restrict and limit its arbitrary
powers, and it is ouly natural that its instinct of self-preservation should make
it look upon those forces with a jealous eye and adopt measures to arrest their
course. DBut if the sun is not going ro stand still at the command of another
Joshua, the course of our progress and emancipation is secure. True statesman-
ship lies not in looking backward but in looking forward, in anticipating the
future and submitting with good grace to the inevitable. But our ¢ pastors and
masters’ think otherwise. In their political philosophy contempt for the edu-
cated native is the beginning of wisdow, Iun the minds of most of them the
educated Indian has come to be associated with all that is dark and sinister ;
and to abuse him and decry his power and influence is now the whole duty
of the Anglo-Indian Journalist. They are a handful of them, these educated
Indians, eay our critics, they alone are discontented, mere ‘spouters of sedi-
tion,” while the vast bulk of the Indian population is perfectly happy and con-
tented under the present rule. Mr. Gokhale made a short work of these ingene-
ous allegations by showing on the authority of Thorold Rogers that a
century ago not one man in ten or one womau in twenty knew how to read and
write in England, and that another century back the Euglish people, with the
exception of a mere handful, were steeped in ignorance, and yet there was a
House of Commons ; and by stating that the allegation that the whole discon-
tent was confined to the educated clarses and that the masses were perfectly in-

different to the workings of the existinr system. :

“ However it may suit the interests of the officials to deny the Inct, tho educated classes are in
the present circumstances of India the natural leaders of the people. Theirs is the Vernacular
Press, the coutents of which do not fail to reach the mass of our population ; in a hundred ways
they have access to the minds of the latter ; and what the educated Indian thinks to-day, the ress
of India thinks to-morrow. Moreover, do the officials reslise how their contention condemns theix
rale out of their own mouth? Xor it means that only so long as the people of India are kept in
iguorance and their faculties are forced tolie dormant that they do not raise any objection to the
present system of administration. The mowment education quickens those faculties and clears their
vision, they range themseselves against o continuance of the system.”

Mr. Gokhale then proceeded to point out what he considered our immediate

demands should be, '

“A reform of our Legislative Councils, raising the proportion of clected members to one-half
requiring the budgets to be formally passed by the Councils and empowering the members to bring
forward amendments, with safe-guards for bringing the debates to a close in a reasonable time.
The Presidents of the Councils should have the power of veto. The Viceroy’s Legislative Council
consists at present of 25 members, of whom only 5 are elected one by the Chamber of Commerca
of Oalcutta, & body of Europeans, and the other four by four provinces. e must ask for the pro-
portion of elected members to be now raised to 12.  OF this number, two seats might be given, one
to Commerce and one to certain industries, and the remaining 10 should be assigned to different
proviuces, two to each of the three older provinces, and one each to the remaining. And to begin
with, the right of members to move amendments may be confined to one amendment each. The
two members for Commerce and Industries will generally be Iuropeans, and they will ordinarily
vote with Government. Thus even if all the 10 provincial members voted together, they would
be only 10 out 25. Ordinarily they will not be able to carry a motion against the Government,
but on exceptional occasions they may obtain the support of two or three men from the other side,
and then the moral effect of the situation will be considerable. In the Provincial Legislative
Councils, we must lave an increase in the number of members, each distriet of & province being
cupowered to send a member. The objection tiat these bodies will in that case be somewhat
unwieldy is not entitled to mucl: weight.

{2) The appointment of at least three Indians to the Scerotary of State’s Council to be returned
one each by the three older provineos.

{3) The certain of Advisory Boards in all districts thronghout India whom the Leads of
districts should be bound to consult in important matters of administration concerning the publie
before taking action. For the present their functions should be only advisory, the Collectors or
District  Magistrates being at liberty to set aside their advice at their discretion. Half the
members of the Board should he clected representatives of, the different talukas or sub-divisions
of the distriet, and the other hali should consist of the principal District Officers and such non-
official gentlemen as the hend of the district may appoint. These Boards must not be [eonfounded
with what are known as District Local Boards, There is at prosent too much of what may be called
Secretariat rule, with an excessive multiplication of central dopartments. District administration
mast be largely freel from this, aud reasonable opportunities alforded to the people concerned to
influence it3 course before final decisions aro arrived at. If such Boards are created we may in-
course of timo cxpect them to be instrusted with svme real measure of control over the district
administration.  The late Mr. Ranade used to urge the importan~e of such Bonrds very strongly.
1t ever we are to have real local government in matters of general administration, the creation of
these Boards will pave the way for it. One great evil of the present system of administration
13 s secrecy.  This will he materially reducad, so far gs district adiiuistration is concerned, by
ihe step proposed,
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{4) The recrnitment of the Julicial Branch of the Iulian Civil Service [rom the legal pro-
fession in India.

(5}  The separation of Judicial and Execcutive functivns,

(6} A reduction of Military expenditnee, i

(7) A large extension of Priwary education.

(3) Faeilities for Indastrial aud Technical edneation,

() An experi:}mntnl nicasure tu deal with the indebteduess of the peasantry nver o selected

arca, -
Now that the Government of India, under the direction of the Secretary of

State, are considering the question of the reform of the Legistative Councils
with a view to taking some early uction, it is not necessary 1o sav anvthing
about the necessity or the expediency of that reform. But the minimum of
our demand in this respect, has been put forward by Mr, Gokhale and nothing
short of it will satisfy the country or add to the efliciency of the Councils.
Lord Ripon’s measuare for the exrension of Locul Self-Government in Tudia has
on the whole proved a success. In spite of the gloomy wvaricinations of our
critics, the Council Reform Act, which for the first time introduced the elective
principle into our Legislatures, has proved beyond ail reasonable duubt, that
there are men of culture and experience in India who in debate, in knowledge
of political facts, in appreciation of critical stituations can hold their own against
any Lnglishman in the council chamber, whose presence there is a source of
strength and not of weakness to Government ; and whose election, although
based on in an extremely narrow franchise, has yet, in most cases, represented the
wind of the bulk of the community. After some fifteen vears of trial of this
system, the time seems to have come when another step forward may be taken
t» increa<e the number of elected members in the Councils, and to enlarre and
expaud the body of the electorate which shall return them. Equally important
is the suggestirn that at leust three Indians to be returned one each by the thyee
older provinces, should be appointed to the Secrerary of Siate’s Council.
Surroundedl by some fifteen retired Anglo-Indians with the prejudices and
prepossessions of their official life and charged with the duty of making an im-
partial examination of their own past acts or the acts of their successors, the
Secretary of Srate does not present a very assuring and encouraging spectacle
to the [ndian mind. The official side of the Indian question the India Coun-
cillors are most competent to put before the Indian Secretary, but what
guarantee there is that they are equally competent and just exponents of the
non-official view, one fuils to perceive. It is but bare justice that some re-
presentative-Indians should be appointed to the Council to give the Secretary of
State the benefit of their intimate knowledge and wider experience of In-
dian matters,

However, whatever may be thought about the timeliness, the urgency, the
propriety of this or that particular demand, even the most fustidious critic must
admit that the reforms suggested by Mr. Gokbale are moderate, reasonable and
in the long run conducive to the Lest interests of the Empire.  To whatever
criticisms they may be open, they cannat fairly be cailed either chimerical or re-
volutionarv. LEminent Englishmen like Lord Northbrooke, Lord Kipon, Sir
C. Dilke, Sir Richard Garth have anticipated happy results from the accom-
plishment of most of these reforms, and even British voters whenever they have
understood their real nature and drift have expressed their approval of them.
The time seems auspicivus ; Mr, Morley is at the helm of the Indian Govern-
ment, and so our “heart hopes and yet trembles as it had never hoped and
trembled before.”

Mr. Gokhale having concluded his remarkable nddrees with an inspiring
passage from Mr. Ranade, one of the noblest and purest sonls whom our generation
has known,—the Subjects Committee was formed and after a short pause entered
upon its work of framineg resolurions for the deliberations of the Congress.

On Thursday, the 25th, the President having read the telegrams received
from Sir P. Mehta, the Hon’ble Nawab Sved Mohammad of Madras, and
Mr. Lal Mohan Ghosh, expressing their sympathy with the work of the Congress
and their inability to attend its meetings ; and referving to the letters (published
as Appendix C. with this report) addressed to the Coneress by the great veteran
leader, Mr. Dadabhai Naoroji, Mr. W. C. Bannerji and Mr. A, M. Bose, the death
of the last two the whole country Las had only recently to mourn, xhorting
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the Congress workers to persevere in their patriotic work and be of good
cheer ; Mr. Watcha read out the rules that were to regulate the discussions. In
accordance with the decision of the Subjects Committee, then, the President
put from the Chair the first resolution offering on behalf of the Congress His
Majesty’s Indian subjects of all races and creeds its loyal and dutiful welcome
to Their Roysal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales on the occasion of
their visit to Indin and its gratitude for Their Royal Highnesses’ cordial good-
will towards the people of ludia ; and the resolution was carried with acclama-
tion.

The second resolution relating to further expansion and reform of the
Legislative Councils was moved in a very ableand intevesting speech by Hon’ble
Mr. J. Chowdhri, of Calcutta. This and the fourth resolution, dealing with the
representation of India in Parliament and the appointment of Indians to the
Secretary of State’s Council and the Executive Councils of the Governor-
General and the Governors of Bombay and Madras, are really the two parta
of the great question that India may be allowed an effective, if not a decisive
voice in the management of her own affuirs. The political conditions under
which India is governed demand —and forces have come to the surface which
indicate the urgency of the demand—that the basis of our constitution should
be now popularised than heretofore, that Indians of ability and experience
should be now largely associated with the work of Indian adwministration.
No sane man wants parliamentary institutions for this country justnow ; no
Indian politician whose opinion is worth considering has ever clamoured for
‘one man, one vote.” What is urged is that the Government being foreign and
in its essence despotic, it is of the utmost importance that it should open for
itself as many avenues as possible through which it may be enabled to reach the
mind of the people and learn their real wants and requirements ; and there is
nn better, safer and surer way to gain this object, the desirability of which few
will be inclined to dispute, than by calling to its counsels representative Indians
~—Indians who possess the confidence of their fellow-countrymen and by their
ability and knowledge are competent to offer useful advice to Government,
The day of nomination systemn is over; and with the fast spreading ferment.
of western ideas and aspirations the time would seem to havé come when by a.
further extension of the elective element the instructed classes should bhe al-
lowed to have some choice and voice in the administration of Indian affairs.
Our Legislative Councils should be further expanded and the Government
brought in closer touch with the people, by acquainting itself with their real
thourhts and sentiments through their own accredited representatives. Mr.
Chowdhri had no difficulty iu showing the utter inadequacy of the Legislative

Councils as they are constituted and worked at present. He said :—

« Gentlemen, you heard our Honourable President mention yesterday in his speech that four oup
of twenty-five memberships of the Supreme Legislative Council are given to us ; that only Bombay,
Madras, Bengal and the North-West Provinces lLave the privilege of electing a member each to the
Buprome Legislative Council. The rest, that is 21 seats, are at the dispesal of the Government.
Now, under these, circumstances, you can easily imagine thes the Supreme Legislative Council is not
at all representative of the people. Had it been so, I have little doubt what would have been the fate
of the Universities Act including the Validation Act, the Official Secrets Act and many other similar
Acts, and even of the Legislation that followed the Partition of Bengal and mnecessarily of the Parti-
tion itself, the fate of thuse measures which were opposed by the whole of the Indian community and
some of them by the entire Indiat and Anglo-Indian communities would hare been very different.
But now we only enjoy the privilege of nddressing our opinions or the views of the people at large
before that assembly. It rests with that nssembly to say aye or nay. The Council is something like
& debating society where we go and discass a weasure but when it comes to & matter of decision, the
decision rests with the officials.” . ) ] o

That the same is trae of the Provincial Legislative Councils was shown by

Mr. Ciowdhri with great force and cogeney in the concluding paragraph of his
speech. Lo o '

w14 is precisely the same” said he, “so far_as the Madras and Bombay Provincial €onneils are-
concerned. In Dombay, of the 24 memberships onl‘y 8 are elect‘ed. Out of these 8, I believe,
one belongs to the Chamber of Commerce. Bat what is thl? proportion of 8 to 24 7 8o in erder that
the voice of the people may have some woizht in these Councils, at l:enst half the seats shoald be given
to the people and election should be by groups of diffcrent districts in the presidency or province. In
Madras again, out of 24, only 7 seats pass through a system of eleetion and even out of these 7, T
believe, 1 is given to the Chamber of Commerce. * L * In the Bengal Council
we have 20 members ; not 24 asin Madras or Bombay. Out of these 10 are officials and 10 non-
offcials. O these b are given to electoyal bodies. You know the Caleutta Corporation and the
Calcutta University are no longer self-governing bodies. They have now been placed under the centrof
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of the offiziale and the non-oﬂicinl European community, There were 52 districts in Rengal amd
among these only' 8 memborships have been given to them, Qut of the remaining sca;a 1 is
given to the Za‘mm-dars. _OE course the Zamindars should have their representatives in the Council.
Curiously, election in the‘lr case i§ not carried on in the same manner as in Bombay, The Sirdars
are allowed to select their representatives and in Sindh, the Talukdars are allowed to send their
representatives. But here when the Mackenzie Bill was introdwced which deprived the Calentca Cor-
poration of its..s;lf—governing powers, one of the Zamindars’ Associations which helped Government in
the matter got in the barter one seat in the Council. Thot is a private association. 1 have some
knowledge of the constitutional history and constitation of Governments of different countries, 1
have not yet come across any system of_ Government under which a non-incorporated budy, a loose
association or s private body has beeq given the right of electing mewbers to the legislature of the
country. So the election by Zamindars is also a farce, sud it onght to be substituted by clection
proper. Out of the 4 remaining scats 2 are given to the Luropean Chamber of Commerce and to the
European Trades Association and the other 2 are jn the gift of the Government, aud so we are alwnys
in the minority.” .

The resolution was seconded by Mr. L. A. Govindaraghava Ayar, of
Madras, and suppor_ted by Mr. R. P. Karandikar, of Satara, Mr. G. 8. Khaparde,
of Amraoti, Mr. Ali Mahommed Bhimji, of Bombay, and Babu Surrendranath
Bannerjea. Mr. Kbaparde, who is well-known for his enlivening and humorous
speeches, described the different stages of transition undergone by the Legisla-
tive Councils as the periods of nomination, partial election and total extinction,
The passage in which he amplified this shors but telling description is quoted

below :=— .

«That is how the thing is coming to be. I wish to tell you, if you happen to be walking in
a forest; if you are very hungry you pick what comes to your hand and you eat it. S0 the Govern-
ment did the same. .At the first perlod of nomination they went about nominating whoever had
obliged them, been I.?md. and good to them and given them fensts and fruits. But whatever you
get first is not necessarily the best. It has been rather insipid; it is what we nsed to call jo hufum
business. When I was a student, the members of the Council used to say jaisa hona raiza barna
jo hubwm. There was one celebrated member who used to say *‘do it this way or the other way”
(lnughter). This became & very insipid business. There is no taste. People did not like it.
Government also became tired of it. Theq they said *we shall have partial election.” The history
of it has been told you over _a.nd. over again. I shall not tell you that again, Then they wanted
to be sure there was no poisonous drug coming in. So they held the process of double distillation.
There was first an electora!&e c_ollege; then that college should elect to the Legislative Couneil.
Thus began this double distillation process. DBut you know you may exclude the poizon if you like
but the double distilled liqour is rather more stimulating than the ordinary ones, That businers
became still morse troublesome. The Government found it out and in the example of our respected
President, Government was simply nauseated. When you get & very powerful stimalant and
you connot stand it, the next process is to dilate it. And Government commenced operations.
I speak with great respect {langhter). To be able to legislate, they relected a celeberated antiquarian
to sit on the Couneil whose knowledge was great in regard to the Chalukyan dynasty and other dynasty
which has disappearad to sll but the Orientalists. One goes and the other comes, Like the philologist’s
vowels they interchange. On that principle Government began the dilution process. That was
employed when the University Actwas passed. That is the reason why it is g0 exceadingly clever
and wise, The object of it was to get in the dilation process. Even that dilution process did
pot help mach. What bappened? When you came to the diluted particle it would not go down.
Already the undiluted matter had stuck in the throat. 1t lenves a bind taste behind., That is not
good. Government said “Look here, we ought to do something better than this,” They triced
the process of total extinetion. Let me come tomy own Province. T call it mine becnuse xix
months ago I was thrown into it. Just as my friends in Bengal complain of partition, we enmplain
of amalgamation. In this progress of amalgamation great deal was lost. But we thonght we had
gained something. It was the Central Provinces which used to send one double distilled elected
member to Calcutta to the Viceroy's Legislative Council.  We Liave lost a great deal but we have
also gained something. But the total extinetion process was coming in. Instead of allowing
District Boards and Municipalities to elect——they are after all very swall things—cven that was
taken away and nomination was substituted.  Even if you nominate 3 native he night say some-
thing unpleasant, and so a European was nominated.”

The third resolution which dealt with the question of Excise Pulicy and
Administration was entrusted to Sie Bhalebandra Krishna, the eminent tempe-
rance reformer of Bombav. The Congress protested against the exclusion of
the non-official element from the Excise Committee and reiterated its conviction
“ that the recognition of the princivle of local option in practical administration
and a large reduction in the number of existing liquor-shops are conditions
precedent to any satisfactory reform in Excise Administration.”” The Excize
revenue had increased during last twenty yenrs from 31 miliions to 61 millions
and yet the Government professes to have great regard for the mateviel and
moral progress of the people of India. The fact of the matter is, that 10 uze
the words of Mr, Nateson of Madras, the seconder of theresolution, “the revenue
officers are more anxious for the revenne than for the mora! and spiritual wel-
fare of the people.” The demand of the Cougress was based on the deliberate
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opiuiou of one of the Government's own officers, and this point was brought
out very clearly by the mover in his speech.  8ir Bhalchandra Krishna said:—

“ We put all the different points which were raised by the Memorandum that has been alluded
to in this resolution, prepared and sabmitted to the Goverument of India by Sir Fl'e_dcrick Lely, o
vary clever and energotic revenue officer of the Bombay  Vresidency.  He was Commissioner of the
Northern Divizion aud, in his capacity as sn Additional Member of the Viceroy's Couneil, he submit-
ted this Memorandum to the Gosernment of India. It included three or four important points
which have boen urged on the attentiou of the Government of Lndia and of the Provincial Govern-
wents by the different temperance workers in the whole of the country. These points are local option,
the opening, and distance of shops in villages and country towns, thie opening of shops at religions
catherings, fuirs and ericket matehes, aud last, though not least, the employment of bar-naids, the
enployment of woen to sell liquor at these liguorshops. These points were very cogently urged
npon the attention of the Governwent of Indin by Sir Frederigk Lely, one of their own chosen officers,
Moember of the TImperial Legislative Council and afterwards Chief Commissioner of the Central
Provinces. That Memorandum, brother-delegates, is the vacde mecum of all temperance workers. It
was sabmitted to the Government of Iodia.  What do you think has been the result 7 It was not a
Memnrandum submitted by faddists, not by teraperance workers, but by & man who knew the policy of
the Government of India, who ruled and in fact actually earned revenue from the different provin-
ces o his capacity as Commissioner and Collector of Revenne.  That man felt it as bis duty that all
these grievances should be placed before the Govermmnent of India.  The Government of India, in a
resolution and letter, said that they were very sorry that sach a stato of things existed, and expressed
a pions hope that they would be able t0 deal with some of these. The Governwent of Bowbay did
not even express a pious wish bub simply said that they did not admit what Sir Frederick Lely wrote.
That is the policy of the Government in spite of the several despatehes of the Seerctary of State and
the Governmeut of India expressing that the vice of drink shonld not extend throughout the country
in spite of the protest nf the temperance workers and others and iu spite of the protest, continued pro-
test of this Congress.”’ .

Mr. Nareson made a very good point when quoting a sentence from
an address of Lord Curzon to the Army Temperance Association at Simla to the
effect that **if every Commanding Oflicer in India were told that he himself
would be juiged by the sobriety of his regiment and that a flourishiug canteen
would be looked upou as a mark of a bad Colonel it would be an exscellent
thing,” he arraigned the Government of India on the basis of this declaration
and said that “ [f the Government of India says to us that there is an excess of
exciss revenue we may eay that just as a flourishing canteen would be looked
upon as a mark of a bai Colonel, so also a flourishing excise revenue would be
looked apon as a mark of the Government of India being absolutely a bad
Government.” Mr. 8, 8. Bhatia, of Lahore, who supported the resolution with
all the earnestness of a practical Temperance worker, described the condition of
the Punjab under the present system of excise administration in the following
words 1 —

“Take Amritsar, the city of the Golden Temple, and it is studded with ligour shops. Thou-
sands and lakhs of pilgrims come there from far and near to bathe in the sncred tank and drown
their health in the dens placed as so many temptations in the path of the unwary pilgrim. I will
relate to you a sad incident. Some years back a central distillery was established in that city and,
to go further, a picture of the Golden Temple was adopted as a brand on ihe bottles. There was
naturally a sensation and a protest, and the beand was given up but the bottle remained and wo
have the questionable Lonour of supplying liguor to the whole province (shame)., Take the case of
another of our higgest towns, Miss Belzarine, an esteemed lady, the delegate of the Anglo-Indian
Temperance Association, went round the shops in Lahore and gave it as her deliberate opinionin a
public mecting that no where during her tour yound the world bad she come across a more openly
disgraceful state of things. We have in our midst the systew of back doors. The frent door may
bie closed at the regulation time but the back doors. one or more, may be plying the whele night
long.  There are shops again which have practically got no doors to close. They believe in the
poliey of the open door.

Fancy, gentlemen, that Bhang shops flourished openly at Amritsar until the Armritsar Tem-
perance Society the other day moved and made it impossible for them to exist any lenger. When this
is the sad state of things, do you require to be told, gentlemen, why crime is increasing in the
Panjab, litigation is prospering, morals are deteriorating and the physique of the people of the sword-
hand of India is going down and getting stunted? It is tiwe that the Government gave this
aspect of the ease their serious eonsideration.”

After such a plain and matter of faet indictment of the Abkari adminis-
tration, the resolution could not but be carried unanimously.

The fourth resolution which dealt with the question of Representation of
Indians in the British House of Commons, the Sceretary of State’s Council and

Al - . . 7
the Executive Councils of the Viceroy and the Governors of Madras and
Bombay was closely allied to the second resolution already passed by the Con-
gress.  In fact as remarked already they are parts of one whole. The
second resolution dealt with the question of representation of lndiavs in the

Legisiative Councils. But this is not enought. The welfare of a country de-

Ppends not only on laws but also the spirit in which they are adninistered. ~ The
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people of India desire that before any ndministeative measnre is finally adopted
the Viceroy and the Secretary of State may have an opportunity of hearing the
Indian side of the question as well. The House of Commmons is the final Court
of Appeul in all matters relating to India, and nething can show the confidence
and trust reposed by Indians in the righteous instincts of the British people
thun the modest Tequest that lndia may be allowed to be represented by a
score  of men in a House consisting of 670 mamhers. The mere voting
strength of the Indian representatives would be insignitieant but their moral
influence is bound to be considerable in an assembly of English gentlemen,
Mvr, Srinivas Rao, of Madras, who woved this resolution in an earnest and well
informed speech explained the meaning and significance of the three clauses of
which the resolution consisted in a plain and siraightforward manner.

“The resolution” he said,  consists of three parts and T shall reverso the process in onder that
it may lring home to yonr minds the manner in which we proceed to understand the conditions
of the thing. We will first see and examine clanse (¢}, You know, as & matter of [act, that in
the Councils of the Governor-General and of the Governors of Madras and Dombay there are two
Turopean Civilians who are associated with the Governor in the adwinistration of the country.
You know what difficulties generally crop up and how all that concerns ws——I mean, Indians—is
not placed before the Council so that the best interests of the comntry wight be served. In order
to avoid that, it is requested in clause () that so far as the Executive Couneils of Bowbay nnd
Madras are concerned it is just possible, when the time comes or next year that we ieet, to add
one more to thewn, e request Governwent that one Indisn Member should Le placed on the
Exceative Councils in these two Provinces, and also to have two Indians so far as the Guovernor-
General's Executire Couneil is concerned.  The importance of this is so great and so well known
that it is unnecessary that I shonld take up any portion of your time in urging it. The resolution
speeially in this part has beeu repeatedly placed before the Congress in past years, and because our
prayer is not granted, we are now repeating it so that we may move the Government on the sama
point again.  Clause () is the next part which you have to take into comsideration, When in
the year 1857 there was o scheme for the teansfer of the adwinistration of the country from the
East India Company to the Crown, Me. Disraeli pointed out the importance of lhaving somo
gontlemen of this country to represent India on the Council. Fifty years havo nearly elapsed.
Has any thing been done in this direction? None at all.  Therefore, we are quite within our
legitimate bonnds to ask the Government to geant us this prayer, The third clanse which is the
first on the papev is with regard to the bestowal on cach of the Provinces of India of the franchise
to retarn at least two members to the House of Commons. You know thisisa body which consists
of 670 men, aud so fur as we are concerned if the prayer is granted we shall probably have 18 or 20
gentlemen to go from the nine or ten provinces of India. Compared to 670, 20 will not be muel.
Buat nevertheless there will be a handfal wheve we have none at oll, and the work which they will
do will, if done zealously, advance the intercsts of our couatry to a great extent.”

The resolution having been seconded by Mpr. Jehangic Bomanji Petit, of
B ymbay, in a cogent and well-reasoned speech and supported by Mr. S. R. Das,
of Calcutta, and Mr. Fazlul Hasan, of Aligarh, was carried unanimously.

The next resolution asked for periodical Parliamentary enquiries and for
placing the salary of the Secretary of State for Indin ou the British estimates.
This is an old Congress resolution and our friends in the House of Commons
hiave drawn attention to these propositions in the British Parliamens more than
once. Their justice and utility can be hardly denied and Dewan Bahadur
Ambalal 3. Desai, of Ahmedahad, the mover of the resolution, had no difficalty
in estabiishing bis proposition and in proving that if past exnerience can be a
gnide to the future the request which the Congress was making was amply
justified. The resolutiun was seconded by Babu Tarpada Banerji, of Krishnoagar,
and supported by Mr. V. Krishnaswami Iyer, of Madras, in an eloquent and
convincing speech. He said :—

“The periodical enquiry to which the administration of this eountry was subjected at the hands
of Parliament ander the dictates of the prople who were & zealuus body of mounopoelists has ceased to
be made, and becanse that enniry has not been made, the Dritish people, the great Diritish
nation, 1s not aware of the real situation of the vavious problems that are agitating the minds of the
people of the eountry  (hear, huar).  We ave not asking for any particalar boon from the Dritish
people or the Dritish Parliament {hear, hear).  We want them  to understand onr position.  We
want then: to enquire into our conlition ; we want them to study the problems that are engaging
the atiention of the people and the administrators of India; and with the knowledge 3o acquired we
waith them to govern this comntry with wisdonm  Gentlemen, in 1773 which was one of the years
in which the 8ast India Company's Charter had to be renewed, the regulating  Act was passed,  The
vear 1793 witnessed the great Permanent Scitlement that was innngorated by the Government of
Lord Cornwallis. In the year 1813, another stave in the renewal of the Company’s Charter, the
great book was prepaved which is known as the Filth Report of Payliament, and which containg a
record of the rights of land-lords and ryots of this country. In the year 1833, it was tirst announced
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by the British Tarliament that the people of this country shall know no distinction from the people of
Lugland in all the ofiices, in the emoluments and in all that is good in this {land, so far ms it is
possible for the government of the country to confer apon any body (cheers). In the year 1835
tha doors' of the Civil Service were throwu open for competition. 1t was no looger the case of
writers or clerks being selected by a particular body of men to administer the officer of this country,
but it was through the open door of competition which knew no distiuction of class, creed or race— it
was throngh this door that the governors of this country were to come, Now, gentlomen, in 1858
the Goverument of the country was transferred to the Crown, Then ceased ol further enquiry on
the pnrt of Parlioment into the sdministration of the alfairs of this land. It is true that there
have been Committees of Parliament occasionally appointed. It is true that in 1874 there wosa
Committee of Parlinment under the inspiration of M, Fawcett to enquire into the condition of this
country, and that was followed by great results, It is true also there was the Welby Commission
appointed much® later; and although the fruits of their labours were not much, still even that
Commission was able to reduce the burden of this country to the extent of £250,000 a vear,
This shows the great advantages which tlis country lLas enjoyed from periodical Parliamentary
enquiries.”

As for the sécond part of the proposition, Mr. Krishnaswami Iyer but moved
the feelings of his countrymen when he said that it was a policy of melancholy
meanness in dealing with the salary of the Secretary ot State and placing to the
expenditure of the revenues of India while the salary of the Secretary of State
foc the colonies, the salary of the Secretary of State for War, and the salary of
the Home Secretary are all on the Home estimates * * * # » "Tje
resolution was carried unanimously,

The next resolution, which was the last resolution of the day, dealt with
the all-important Public Service Question. It was moved by Mr, N. M. Sam-
arth, of Bombay, in an exhaustive, well-reasoned and vigorous speech, in which
the speaker tore to shreds the illogical logic of the late Viceroy. This is how
lie deult with the famous or rather the infamous Risley Resolution,

“ Qur resolution says that the Risley Resclution is inconsistent with the Charter "Act of 1838
and the Proelamation of 1858, That is our contention, and I am prepared to prove it up to the
hilt. To put it brictly, the Rialey Resolution lays down that so far as the sphere of public service
in India is concerned, a certain portion of it shall, for all time, be open practically to Englishmen
alone on nccount of their possessing, partly by heredity, partly by up-bringing and partly by cdueation,
those qualifications which are needed for sunccessfnl administration and which the Indian subjects do
not and ¢an never possess ; that outside this sacred circle of a corps d'elite, there will Le a second
cirele open both to Iinglishien and Indisns, but even in this there may be, in certain departments,
a strong admixture, and some times even a great preponderance of the Earopean element on aceount
of Earopeans possessing those high qualities of mind and body which nature has denjed to Indisus.
The main featores of this Resolution are these :—Ffirstly, its seeks to make a distinction between
Eunglishmen as the dominant or governing race and Indians as the subject race in India : sccondiy,
it says distinctly that a certain portion of the public service in India shall never be open to Indiaus
but shall be execlusively reserved for Englishwen, as Indians are, by nature, an inferior race. All this
disregards, discards and seatters to the wind the Act of 1833 and the Proclamation of 1858, The
section of the Act of 1833, which is pertinent in this connection, reads thus :—

* And be it enacted that no native of the said territories mor any natural born subject of His
Majesty, shall, by reason only of his religion, place of birth, descent, colour, or any of them, be disabled
* from holding any place, office or employment under the said Company.’

The wording of this section is too clear to need comment., It removed the disqualification of
those born in India for holding any place, office or employment on the ground of their race, ecolour
or creed.  No effeet was given to this enactment for nearly twenty years, and turning over the Blue
Bonks, one finds for the first time Lord Eilenborough writing s long minute on the subject, regretting
the fact that the statute had remnined a dead letter and recommending the appeintment of one
Indian, Dr. Chukerbutty, to a covenanted post on the ground, among others, that some effect be
given to the provision in order that Indians may not. feel that Englishmen make empty promises,
never meaning to carry them ont. A few years after, came the proclamation of a gracious Sovercign
and the clause in_that solemu document in respeet of which Lord Curzon employed all the casulsiry
and sophistry. which were the charvacteristic features of his rhetorie, runs thus : —

¢ And it is our further will that, so far as may be, vur subjects, of whatever race or crecd, le
treely and impartially admitted to offices in onr service, the duties of which they may be qualified,
by their education, ability, and integrity, duly to discharge.’ Lord Curzon made the attempt to play
the Jesuit with the expression *so far as may be’ which occurs in this clause and to spell out of
it o justification for keeping the higher grades of the public service as & monopely for Englishmen.
That is an interpretation. which I venture to think, is neither ingenious nor ingenuous (cheers). The
words *so far as may be,” refer to the modus operand: by which the whole field of the public service
is to be occupied by the people, wamely, by qualifying themselves for it by edueation, ability and
integrity. The clanse in effect halds forth to the peopls of India the prospect of Seli-government ag
the reward of self-development (cheers).  While the Seetion in the Act of 1823 was ouly & negative
one,—removal of disability,—the clause in the Proclamation is positive, pledging the Sovereign's
word to the ultimate evolution of a self-governing India in so fur as such a consummation may be
brought about by the process prescribed therein, namely, free and impertial admission te ofhee
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of subjects, not on the ground of race orcrend but on the sole ground of edneation, ability and
integrity.  That this is the correct interpretation is made clearer still by reference to the ].Jl't:\illlls
clause it which the attitude of the Sovereign towards the subject races is embodied. That clause is a
very important one and runs thus: — :

) 'W'e liold ourselves bound to the natives of our Indian territories by the rae olligations nll' duty
which bind us to all our other subjects; and those obligations, by the blessing of Almighty God
we shall {aithfully and eonscientiously fulfil.’ ’

« This clause embndies the Sovercign’s Pledge that there is to be for India no distinetion hetsceen
a governing or dominant English race and a subject one consisting of Indians, that the natives of
India are not the subjects of Englishmen, but fellow-subjects with Inglishinen of a common Sove-
reign (cheers).  All that follows isin fact but the application of this pledge in particalar instanees,
Mark the words :—:Same obligations of duty which bind us to aii our other subjeete.”  Tless
words preclude the idea of Englishmen, being the governing race and Indians heing a subject rave
(cheersy, [Lhis is the proper interpretation of the Proclamation and I challenge any other interpre-
tation of that solemn document by any one howeyer highly pluced lie may be.”

The advocates of the Indian people have, in fact, from the very beginning
taken their stand on the Parliamentary Statute of 1333 and the Proclamation of
1858, and had always insisted that the one sole test for the public service shonld
be merit and that those Indiavs who satisfy this test should not be deburred
from hizhest State employments merely on the ground of race or culour. The
existence of this principle, however uncomfortable and inconvenient it might
have been to our Anglo-Indisu friends, was not challenged by them and though
they did try and try successfully to make it & dead letter in practice, yet in
theory at least they were compelled to acknowledee it. It was reserved for
Lord Curzon, the greatest Viceroy since Dulnousie and the traducer of Oriental
character, to try to pervert the meaning of the generous and gracious pledges of
our late Empress and Pandit Bishan Narayan Dar, of Lucknow, the seconder of
the resolution, rightly gave expression to the resentment of the edncated classes
at the Jesuitical sophistry and tortuous interpretations of the noble lord when

he said :—

« Now, genllemen, in the face of this statement Lord Curzon had the hardihood to say
that oor claims to Public Service are treated with a liberality wnexsmpled in  the Iistors of
the worll. When he was confronted with the Act of 1843 he turns  round upon his critic
unabached and says *Oh yes I know all that.” DBut don’t yoa see the closing words contain the
qualification—mark the phrase—¢so far as may be) That is the qualification; the application
of this prineiple is to be qualified and limited by the test of practical expediency. Sir, in plain
Buglish, to my mind, it means nothing bat that the Qu‘cen's words were a fraud practised upon
the people of this country at the end of the greatest erisis in the history of India. No, Sir, I
put no such interpretation. 1 most emphatically nud solemnly protest against this selfish, unjuse
and impossible poliey of the Government of India. It is not only a great betrayal of the lonon
of the Liritish Sovereign and the British Parlinment but I believe that if it is adopted and followed
by Lord Curzon’s successors in future years _in 13[11: in.tf’rcsts of the dominant race, then, Sir, to my
mind it will go very far indecd to shake that ffutlt in British honour aund that sentiment of loyvalty
in the people upon which more than suything else depeads the permanence sud the stability of
British rule in India (cleers).” ‘

The peroration of his scholarly, eloquent and vigorous speech in which he
bade his hearers be of good cheer is alsa worth quoting :—

«1f you ask me, gentlemen,” said he, *whether there is any chanee of suecess in this matter
1 say that so far as the Government in this country is concerned 1 do not hope for much, The
tide of re action is running Ligh in this country; we have seen the passing of the Sedition Law,
we have seen the passing of the Official Secrets Act, we have seen our unational character traduced
and calumniatod by the greatest representative of the Sovereign (hls'»:_us), we have seen the Military
power trimnph over the Civil power, and lastly we have secn the Partition of Bengal, the supression
of the Swadeshi movement by cocreivn aud force andd the infumous circular of Mr. Fuller {hissest,
we Tave seen all these,  Well may Jolm Morley, the present Secretary of State, say of such rulers
at after having wor Indin by breakiug all the tem commandments they
he priuciples uf the Bermon on the Mount. The darkest hour
iz close to the dawn ; in the midst of this darkness to the cye Of_ faith that can look juto the
futnte there yet shines the morning star of old (cheers).  As certainly as there is God's justice
in this world, as cortainly as thece is God's truth 10 this “'ﬂrld,|so certainly the cause of Justice
and the cause of truth by the Llessing of God will ot fail {cheers).”

The resolution was supported by Mr., Simeon, of Allzhabad, and (he
Honorable Mr. K. R. Guruswami Aigar, of Tinnevelly, and passed ununimousy,

The Congress met the next day at 11-30 A. . The first resolution of the
day which was placed before the delegates by Me. G Subramania Tyer,of Madras,
dealt with the difficult but very important subject of Finance. It has been said
that sound Finances are at the foundation of the prosperity of the State, and it
is, therefore, no wonder that financial questions have been receiving increasing

and administrators th afte
found it difficult to maiutain it on t
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nttention for several years past at the hands of the Congress. Mr. Subramania
Iver is an authority on the question with which he dealt, and his lucid exposition
of facts and the arouments based on those facts was listened to with marked
atrention. He snid :—

« The sum and substance of this resolution is this ; that for some yenrs past the Government of
India have been taking, from the pockets of the people, more taxes than are required for the current
administrative expenses of the State and, therefore, that the additional burden placed upon the people
Ly this excessive revenue shonld be redaced, firstly, by remission of taxation, by far larger remission
than has taken place ; secondly, by giving a portion of the revenues back to the people in the shape
of beneficial services rendered to Munieipal Councils and other local institutions, and for purposes
diveetly eoncerning the civil internal condition of the country, Gentlemen, you are aware that these
so-called surpluses are not surpluses derived from the increased prosperity of the people, but are en-
tively derived ivom additional taxation, additional taxation impnsed upon the people, forthe specific
purpose of inceting the loss, the growing loss, from exchange asit was called. Year after year, for
the space of six years, adilitional taxes were imposed upon the people for the specific and avowed pur-
pose of mecting the logs from exchange. These additional taxes were patiently borne by the people
in vizw of the increasing embarrassment of the State. Dutit appeared at one time that there was
likely to be no nced to this embarrassment caused by fluctuations in exchange, Therefore, the
Yovernment of Indiz resolved upon legislation Ly which the excliange value of the rupee was fixed.
Dut once the exchange ralue of the rapee was fixed by legislation, the so-called loss by exchange had
ecased.  It, therefore, followed that the taxes that were levied for the explicit purpese of mecting the
luss from exchange should also cease, this loss from exchange having ceased.  Lut somehow or other
these taxes have been coutinued, even though the exchange had Dbecome steady. That being so, we
now demand from the Government that for the past six years and longer the Government have had
more than they wanted for the purpose of adurinistration; although such was the cuse, they have still
maintained additional taxes besides the indirect taxation that currency imposed upon the people;
therefore, we ask that this additional taxation should be remitted end given back to the people. In
fact, it is caleulated that during the past six years nearly 45 crores have been taken from the pockets
of the people over and above that the State wanted for its expenditure.”

To the contention that this surplus was being spent mostly for the benefit
of the people, the speaker replied as follows:—

“ After all it may be contended that moest of the expenditure was incurred for good purposes, but
there ave numberless good objects which the State ean undertake, and there must be some limit to
the amount of expenditure incurred from the pockets of the people. There is some principle which
the Government of Indin, as well as the Governments of cthier conntries, most bear in mind. How-
ever heneficial may be the purposes for which the Government takes money from the pockets of the
penple, every rupee taken Irom the pockets of the people for purposcs of the State cannot be so well
spent as every rupec left in the pockets of the people.  The State can spend the money of the people
on pirposes cver 56 good, but every rupee lefs in the pocketa of the people fructifies and reproducea
itself much more than the money taken from the people by the Govermuent in the shape of taxation.
‘Lherefore, it is altozether an erroneons and delusive principle because the money taken from the
pockets of the people is spent on beneficial purposes, it is, therefore, spent on best purposes. The
resourees of the people must be left ns far as possible to fructify in the pockets of the people, and the
expenditure must be limited within proper limits. The great maxim should be to tax moderately
and to spend cconomieally.  Therefore, we say now that yonhave 6 or 7 crores more than what is
wanted; remit a portion of it to the people.  You have no doubt remitted a portion of the salt tax
ancl soine other remission has been given, but that is not enowgli.  There is plenty of scope for further
reduction end remission to the ryots living in parts sovely alilicted Ly famine, sad who will, therefore,
weleoule any relief given to them.  You also imposed a very imiproper excise duty on cotton manufac-
tures.  That was simply to please the Manchester and Lancashire mannfacturers.  Yon can, therefore,
renst that excise duty and farther remit taxes.  Yon can also spend whatever money is still left for
the direct benetic of the people in the ways snxgestod in this resolution, in the gliape of inereased grauts
to Seientilic and Agrieulswal edaeation, to Medical relief and to Muuicipalitics and Local Boards,

The resolution was seconded by Me. Madholkar, of Amraoti, who is well-
known in Congress circles as an earnest patriot and sound thinker, and he did
not fuil to tnke the Government to task for their poliey of extravagance on the
one hand and for starving education on the other. This is what he said:—

¢ There have been hieavy taxes imposed.  Government have made large profits by what is called
steadying exchange, and yet no sufficient attempt whatsocever has been made to remit taxes. Last
year, out of the vast sums which the Government have had volunteered, & sum of 35 lakhs was allot-
ted for the purpose of Primary education, and 56 lakhs were given as grant-in-aid to the District
bodies.  Dut the aid which iz necessary, however, to have been given for purposes of Scientific, Aori-
cultural and Industrial education has not at all been given. I do not want to go over the gl‘oznd
gone over by our friend Mr. Subramanya Iyer. I sholl Lot draw your attention to those thines
which have not been touched in his speech.  The anilitary expenditure has, from 1384, been qrowi;’w
up every year. In L38L 17 crores nearly were speni on ailitary purposes. Now the ;t;i]it-nr:r
expenditure hias gone up to 304 crores of rupees.  Nearly 13 erores have been taken out of the
pockets of the poor for military purpeses.  This year, Govenitment is going to spend not only for
what is cousidered as required for the existence of the army, but they have got vast schemes, Some
time ago there was the Re-armament scheme, We have now got the Mobilization scheme, and §
eroves every year are intended to be spent for what are called building barracks and other things for
military purposes. It is not only military expenditure which has been growing "

' o, bat eivil expenditure
nlso.  During the last 3 years, 1} crores have been added to the civil expeuditure. Durin§ the lns‘t



3 years, 194 places of over Rs, 500 lave been created.  Out of them 166 have boen given to Toro- -
peans (shame), Well thisis tl}e way m_which money is spect for militry parpeses and for cru-:tinw
ligh berths for Europeans.  The most important thing, umwely, Scientilic nud Teclnical instigeti us,
is wholly and utterly unheeded.” ‘ S

. R ) X .
.'Ihe resglutxon having been seconded by Babu Mauthra Das, of Sindh, was
C?\l"l'lﬁd ummlmously.

The next resolution dealt with the allied subject of military expenditure
The Congress protested against the slarming increase of militnry exvenditure
(which has now reached 22 millions) audthe waut of control on the pact of 1he
people to which that alarming increase in no smail wmeasure was due.  Mr
Wadia, of Boinbay, who moved this resolation, brought ont this poiut very clem-lj-r
in the following passage of his sprech: —

“And yet, gentlemen, what have we seen ?  His Majesty’s Ministers have overraled Lord Cur-
zon and the whole of the Government of [ndia at the behest of this unsafe adviser. One of the bencfits
that we have already derived from the chanye of ministry is that the present Prime Minister lins dr:-
clared that he will never allow Military service to overrule Civil Control  TFor this we are ti;arll;fqnl :
but remerabar, gentlemen, that this Civil Control exists ouly in theory, and hitherto in )ract.im;
Civil Control has been very little indeed.  Year after year we have scen Comtnandvr-in-Ch}(-f and
Military Mewmbers of the Government of India reccived enrte blanche from the Civil Aunthoritios to
draw as much as they liked, and to draw as long as they liked, apon the impoverished Kxchequer of
Indin. Some of our Finance Ministers, when freed from the trammels of ol¥ice, have confessoil how
little they could influence the Commander-in-Chief and Military Member when they lead the Viceroy
captive. This Civil Control can be exercised adequately only when the representatives of the tax-
prayers of India are in a pesition to influence and to control thuse in whom the Civil Cantrnl is vested.
1f any proof were wanted of the misery of Indias defenceless position,it is found in this Military con-
troversy. Not only was the Government of [ndia overruled, but the Secretary of State's Couneil
was overawed, and the Parlisment was hoodwinked  You oll thought, we all ~thought, gentlemen
* that when His Majesty's Ministers allowed the Indian Budget to be brought at an’ earlier date,
there would bz soma henefit for India.  But it was not so. The Budyget was broucht jn. Within 1;
few days afterwards the whole correspondence between Loord Kitchener and Lordeurzon was pub-
lished. When the Parliament discussed the Indiun Budget the Parliament was never informed and
was not put in knowledge of all that was goiug on with regard to this controversy.” '

Mr, Wadia also contended and there could not be any nnswer to this
conteation that “ as these expenses are incurred for the purposes of the Empire,
it is not [udia alone that ought to bear that burden but that burden’ ought to be
shared by the British Excheqner and the Empire at large.” The resolution
having been duly seconded aud supported was passed unanimously,

The treatment which is meted out to Indians in British Colonies, particu-
larly the South African Colonies, is a disgrace and a scandal. It is sometimes
urged by the Europeans that Asiatic immigration into a whiteman's conntry is
undesirable because the two races cannot amalgamate, and it fucther tends to
the lowering of the standurd of living among the former. If that be so why
do the Euroveans thrust themselves in Asiatic and Afvican countries 7 Why
was this policy of exclusion nut allowed to be practical by non-Buropean na-
tions 7 Why was China compelled to open ler ports to the European exploit-
er, and why were the Tibeteans slanghtered because they wanted to keep the all-
absorbing European ont? This policy ussumes even a more irrational aud un-
just aspect when the immigrants happen to belong to the snme Empire. English-

-men are supposed to think imperially vet chis is the treatment which they iete
out to the Indian citizens of their Kmpive. We quote a few senteuces from the
speech of Dr. Moonjee of Nagpur.

“We are boycotted as s pation in every respect, both in India and out of Tndia, particularly
in the British Colonies, to an extent of which those who have not personally seen the uctual state
of things prevailing there, can have no idea. With the Colonists, thut word Iudian has no other
mesning than a mere stout cooly. It is completely beyond the powers of comprehension of a
Colonist that an Indian couly, as heis ealled there, can be a high gourt judge by dint of his own
intellizence ! An Indian cannot travel by thefirst und second class carriages; he cannot enter
the main station bujlding but bas to be satizfied with a small thatched hot situated at a long dis-
tance from the main station bailding, He is not admitted in the hotel because they do not take
coolies if.  He is not allowed to live in the main town bat he is obliged to have his being in
locations where we are required to pay the usual municipal taxes without cloiming the rights and
privileges ; otherwise we are loudly proclaimed te be undesirables aud breakers of public peace.
We cannot walle by the foot-path which is there reserved for gentlemen only, but should we havo
the imprudence to walk by it every Colonist has the right to drag him out into the centre of the
road which is meant for beasts of burden as cattle and horses and carriages.  We should not go
into trams, otherwise we should be prepared to be kicked out of them for our inexcuseabls
impudence of defiling the scats which are reserved for the Buropeans. The tvaders there cannut
be sllowed to have their vwn way even in the matter of selection of their clerks and servants.”
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And not to spesk of the older Colonies, our position is becoming worse and
worse in the Transvaal, which is a Crown Colony, and yet we .were told by
members of the Cabinet which made the war that one of the main causes of
the outbreak of war was the bad treatmens of the Indians by the Boers,
This is how Mr. Madanjit, the mover of the resolution, who spoke with all the
authority of local kunowledge, described the condition of British Indians in
the Transvaal,

«In the Transvaal therc is no comparizon between our position of to-day and that in the time
of the Boer resime, Wo conld enter trade and even own landed properties in one way or other,
but during and after the war. through the instrumentality of Lord Milner, we could not enter or
own landed property, aml had it not been for the judgwent of the Supreme Court no Indian
might have been left in the country to trade. Sir, it is he and Arthur Lawley, Goveruor Designate
of Madras, who instigated district boards and different associations of the Colony and different
Governments of South Africa to sgitate againstthe British Iudians so that “their hands might
be strengthened’ against anything that the Secretary of State for the Colony might say en behalf
of the Indians. The result is that anti-Indinu agitations, uwnder the auspices of the High Com-
missioner and  different governments of the eountry, are being carried on and even boycott of our
countrymen is resorted to.  When Lord Miluer left South Africa, British Indisnsfelt a relief, but
that relief was only short-lived, for Lord Selbourne, the present High Commissioner, seems to
have imbibed all the policy of his predecessor so far as the British Indians are concerned.  In one
of his specches to a deputation of lLiurepeans he says ‘no Indians who were not here before the
war will be ndmitted into the comntry till yon have your own parliament, naue by your own repre-
sentatives you can express your own opinion. 1 gave you that assurance as your Governor and Higl
Commissinner,  Before the war India was spoken of as the British limpire, to be exploited
and plucked and plundered of all its valuable contents, One of the causes of war, according to
Lord Lansdowne, was the illtreatment the Boer Government meted out to the British Indiansg,
and we became ¢ the sons of the Bmpire after all.” DBut as soon as the war ceased, we were forbidden
to enter without s permit, and now according to Lord Sclbourne, no Indian could enter the eountry
before the Colonists could make their own laws thvough their own representatives. Thousands of -
refuges are rotting in adjoining colonies or out of them waitivg for their permit.”

Is it any wonder that Indians accuse the DBritish Government of hreach
of faith and insist that either it is heartless or powerless ? The British Govern.
ment, there is no doubt, is losing some of its presrige in India because of its
exhibition of helplessness. It is also losing some of irs morml weight because
many believe that this helplessness is only feigned. To quote the words of Mr.
Sarma, the seconder of the resolution: —

“ One of the ostensible eauses of the late Boer War was the cruel treatment of the Boer Ro-
public of the subject Indian races when Boers were in power. Iudinn troops were lent, Indian troops
were freely placed at the disposal of the Empire, Indian blond was shed in the battle-ficld and Indians
showed their logalty and devution to the Dritish throne. But what has been the result 2 It is too
potent to regnire any detailed deseription. Year ofter year in Congress session, after Congress session,
in South Afrien, in Australia, in India and in Englmd, have we emphatically protested against this
eruel injustice. Even the British Indian Government, even the Government of India, we are ex-
tremely thankful to them for small nrwercies, have expressed their sympathy with uws. But with
regard to responsible British statesmen, what has been their attitude in this muatter? They lave
told you in plain and unwistakahle terms that they eannot help you, that the Coloaies nre seli-
governing Colonies, and, thercfore, they ave not in a position to interfere, Like a decrepit old
father who is unable to scparate hitpself from the aggressive ¢ldest born who wishes to rnle the famity
to his own advantage, despotically, unjustly and unrighteously, Lngland, jealons e ler nominal
suzerainty over the Colonies, has given way in this and other points to the susceptibilisies and feclings
of the Colonies; and nnless we Lelp ourselves I do not expect any radical improvement in the future.
Gentlemen, of the Colonial Lexislature, instead of treating Indians alone in this fushion, had chasen
10 pass » law that they would cxclude, in their own nterests, emigrants [rom some portion of the
British Isles or from Germany or France. do you wiean to say that the Government wonld have
eonfessed its inability to deal with the sitnation 7 Would the Government be allswed to do so ?
1t is only becanse the helpless and at present wealt inhabitants, 300,000,000, of Iudia it is becanse
their destinies are ab stake at present,'that Euyglund fails, for expediency’s sale, to move in the
watter,”

The resolution was passed unanimonsly.

The next resolution which was placed before the Congress by Mr. R. C. Dutt
related to the separation of Executive and Judicial functions and the recruirment
of the Judiciary. Tie system as it exists at present is a blot on civilization for
in o civilized country are the functions of the proseeutor and the Judge
combined. The examuples of the Exeeutive Zulwm as a consemuence of * the
wsual slip to the Deputy Magistrate,” as one of the supporters of the resolution
called it, are neither few nor far between, and vet the Indian Government,
thongh admicting the justice and fairness of the propnsal, fiehts shy of it for
considerations of prestige. Mr, R. C. Dutr, who spoke on this question with
the authority of a retired Civilian and the ample Lknowledge of an expert, had



( 23 )

no difficulty in disposing of this arqument, the ouly argument which is urged
against this just and righteous reform. Said Mr. Dutti—

* Tt is often said, that to take away Judicial powers from the District Officers wanld lower lhis
preatize and the prestige of the British Rule wiich he represents.  The very coutrary of this is the
fact. Lt is the eombination Lixecutive and Judicial powers in the Disteict Olicer which lowers the
prestige of British [ale in India,—to separate those functions would heighten the prestire of the
British Government, and make it far more popular in India, 1 am sure it the District Oflicer was
relieved of his Judicial functions, if he devoted the whole of his time to Executive work, to watching
the eondition of the people in villages, ministering to their wants, haproviug their condition, Fostep.
ing theic agriculture and trade, encouraging their manufuetures, constructing remls and tanks,
and in all ways represcuting the’ wishes and aspirations of the people,—~he would be a far more
popular and useful oflicer, and the alien Government which he represeuts would be far more in touch
with the people. It is a political blunder, as the Government will tind out before long, to arm the
Chief Bxecative Oilicer with the powers of the Police and the Mawistracy, to place hin among the
people as their dreaded punisher instead of as their representative aed friend, and to forge a link
of fear instoad of a link of aifection between the people and the Government. It would be an act
of trae political wisdom to make the District Officer, who represents British Rule among the masses,
a populnr friend and a true representative of the people.”

The second part of the resolution which dealt with the recrnitment of the
judiciary was discussed by Hon. Me. Setalwad, of Bombay, in a short and well-
reasoned speech. Mr. Setalwad said :(—

* Bearing that in mind, any person with the least nequaintance with the working of our Conrte,.
will tell you that for a proper discharge of these responsible duties what is neeessary is not  only
eomplete mastery over Indisn Statute Law and the intricate system of Hinda and Mahomedan Law,.
bat also a complete nequaintance with English law and English equity. How is 0 Covennnted Assist-
ant Judge or Joint Judsge fitted by his training to discharge these duties. As Assistant Collector
he has nothing to do with these matters of justice excepting criminal matters, He is eafled upon
40 pass an examination io the Criminal Procedure Code, in the Evidence Act and in the Tndian
Penal Code. At no time really he hashad ony training in Hindn and Mahonedan laws, English
law, English Case law and English Equity. Still these responsible duties aro placed in the hands of
people who are not trained to earry them out. I1& must be remembered that bLowever well this
system might have worked in the early sixties, the counditions of the country have entirely chianged,
Round our Courts in the BMofussal has grown up a strong bar consisting of Law  Graduntes  turned
out in hundreds by the University and well equipped in law ; and round the District Jwdize have grown
Subordinate Judzes also turned out in hundreds by onr Indian Universitics. Assistant Judges,,
Joint Judges and District Judgos naturally suffer in comparison, with the result that the prestiye of
Law courts in India as administered by these gentlemen naturally suffers,”

Having been supported by Dr. Satish Chandra Banerji, of Allahabad, and
by Babu Bishn Pada Chatterji, of Bengal, the resolution was carried amid en-
thusiastic cheers.

The next resolution which was moved by Mr. Sinha, of Allahabad, dealt
with the Police question. It protested mainly against the exclusion of Indians
from the higher grades of the DPolice service and the creation of a corps delite
for the Luropeans. As explained by the mover “employments in the bigher
ranks of the Police have been thrown open in En¢land by meansof compe-
tition exclusively confined to the Natives of the British Islex” No wonder thas
Mr. Sinha characterised it as an “infrinument of the Queen’s Proclamation,"”
and the policy of the Anglo-Indian Government was condemued by speaker
after speakee. This resolation having been duly passed, the Congress adjourn-
ed for till 3 p. m. .

When the Conaress re-nssembled at 3 p. m. the President asked Babn
Surrendra Nath Bunerji to move the Partition resolution, The Partition of
Bengal, hatched in secret and earried out in the teeth of strong and persistent
populac opposition, was perhaps the most heinous of those political blunders
which twere committed by Lord Curzon during the latter part of his Indian
regime, and which have made his name abyve-word and a reproach throughout
the length and breadth of the Indian Coutinent. The policy of eoncenlment
and secrecy \yhich preceded the launching of the resolution of the 1Gth of
October and that of repression and versecution which has followed it are in ax
emirent degree unfair and un-British, and they have roused an amount
of discontent amd resentment unparalleled in  the history of political
agitation in India, In Fact the repressive policy of Lord Curzon—and whatever
else might be said we know that repression was at the buttom of Partition—
is only the backwash of that © Imperinlism™ which is associated in England
with the name of Mr. Chamberlain, and nobody can wonder if its means and
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ends do not often conform to the recognised rules of ethics. The resolotion of
the Congress protested against partition, buF in protesting agaiust partition it
really protested against the spint of the emire policy of Lord Curzom. 1t was
moved by Babu Surrendra Natb Banerji in a speech of earnest, fervid and
passionate eloquence, and never had his oratory found readier and deeper re-
sponse that it did on that December afternoon.

The opening sentences of his speech glowed with the fervour of his fiery
patriotism, and we muke no apology for quoting them :—

« Brother-delezates, ladies and gentlemen, after the inspiriting strains of Bande Mataram it is
meet and proper that this resolution should be placed before this House, the subject matter  being
one which has convulsed the whole of Benmal (A Vorer : the whole of India). I refoice to learn
that our griefs, oar sorrows, our disappointments and our trials are sympathised with by brother-
delegates throughout the rest of the country (cheers),  Iincouraged by onrmaoral sapport which
we need as much as you ean give, we are prepared to fight undaunted the battles of Bengal and the
battles of India (chee-rs). I think, 3ir, I am not guilty of the slizhtest 'exa::gvrutinn when I say
that no question has within the life of this generation, so profoundly stirral the hearts of our
countrymen or has given rise to such wide-sprewl and intense dissatisfaction, irritation and
indiguntion as the Partition of our Province—our beautiful Motherland. In our DProvince this
question is the talk of the market place; it is the gossip of the family circle, it is the burden of
popular song, it is the themes of the inspiring eloquence of popular oratory (cheers). I never knew
until now that my language, the langunge of my mother, the languige in which  she spoke to
me and I spoke to her, was capable of sueh 1arvellous use for the purpose of the explqnution,.
argoment and inspiration {cheers). Sir, the year 1903 is one of the darkest and saddest in  our
annals, relieved by the reflection that it witnessed an upheaval of national life and an  awakening of
national consciousness without parallel in our history (loud cheers). Lord Cuorzen has divided our
Province (shane) ; he has souzht to bring about the disintegration of our race (shame),and 1o destroy
the solidarity of our popular epinion. Has he sneceeded in this novel endeavour (no, no) 2 He has
built better than he knew ; he Lias Inid broad and deep the foundations of our national life (cheers),
he has stimulated those forces which eontribute to the up-buildiug of nations (cheers) ; he has  made
us a nation (hear, hear) ; aud the most re-actionary of the Indian Viceroys will go down to posterity
s the Architect of the Indian National life (Lear, Lear).”

Mr. Banerji having dealt with the history of Partition and having shown
how illiberal and ignoble were the methods ot Lord Curzon and his lieutenants
concluded with the following magnificient peroration:—

 If our rulers think that they will repress us in this way, kill the Anti-Partition movement by
having recourse to despotic Russian methods they are greatly mistalen. Repregsion will not daunt
us (hear, hear); rather it will stiffen us in our opposition to the Partition, and our support of the
Swadeshi movement {cheers), The blood of the martyrs is the eement of the church (cheers); and our
cause will be conscerated by the sufferings of onr young wartyrs. We regard that cause to be of
divine origin.  Rightly or wrongly we believe ourselves to be humble instruments in the hands of the
Alwighty Providence (cheers), walking under the illomination of His Holy Spirit. Call it delusion;
call it superstition; call it fanaticism; reckon us as being among the deluded maniaes of mankind. Yoa
bave read lessons of hListory in vain if you do not realize the fact that men fortifiedd by such belief and
working under such convietion are irresistible and iuvincible ; there is no danger which they are nes
ready to brave, no difficulty which they are not prepared to surmount. The Partition is vow an
acenmplished Fact ; it has been carvied out, but we at any rate do not regard it as an accomplished
tact. The resolution says that the Dengalis have exhilited considerable disinclination to regerd it as
an accomplished fact, and the resolution says truly. And, gentlethen,if you read the resolution you will
find that the essence of our prayer is that we want the cntire Bengali community to be placed under
the same common administration.  We do not want to be separated from our Lith and kin. Ts that
not an aspiration which is reasenable and righteous, and is there any one who will not respoud
sympathetically to an aspiration of that kind? May we not, therefore, appeal to Lord Minto and Mr,
Jobn Morley, the new Sceretary of State, to reverse the decrce which has been passed upon us ly
Lord Carzon 7 May we not be permitted to indulge the hope that Lord Mintu's mission in Tudia 1s
to conciliate, to throw oil upon the troubled waters, to undo the mischief wrought by his predecessor ?
His illustrious ancestor who ruled over us about (104) hundred years ago gave us peace amidst war.
May we not appeal to him to emulate the example of his illustrious ancestor and spread the blossings
of peace, contentient and happiness throughout the length and broadth of the country 7 As regards
Mr. John Morley we are all more or less his disciples,  We have sat at Lis fect; our intellectual and
woral natures have been fed, stimulated and ennobled hy the great lessons which he enforced with
such consummate cloquence, He has tanght us in his life of Edimund Burke that Asiaties have
rights and Laropeans have their obligations in India. He has taught us the paramountry of moral
laws in the Goverument of human affaivs. May we not ask him to apply his own principles
to the solution of the Partition problem and the solution of other Indian problems ? Above
all we must learn to depend upon ourselves. To Nutive streneth and Native devotion and Na-
tive courage dominated by the spirit of constitntionalism we must look forward for our eventnal eman-
cipation.  You know for the moment we have lost: for the moment we have been  defeated: but let us=
not despond.  The Irish kave been fighting for Home Rule for over 100 vears and thiey have not yet
got it, but they are within 4 measunrable distance of success. Let ns emulate the courage. the enthu-
sinsm and heroic sulf-sacrifice of the children of the Emvrald Isle. Benar in mind that we are liviug
through eritical and great times. The san  has risen in the Tast. Japan has hedged the rising
Sun but that Sunof Asia will pass in its meridian course over this Lapless land and shed
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upon ns its brilliance and lustre. Lvennow we fecl the first flntterings  of an  awakencd
national eonsciousness, Oh ! let us strength them  and invigorate thew. ennoble them
for the glorifieation of our Motherland. for the lusting erodit of the great race to which we belong
and for the permanence upon broad national lines of that great administration which jn the past was
tived with lofty ideals of duty towards India, but which, in the present moment we are anxious to
rescue from the approach of re-action and retrogation (legd and prolonged cheers).”

The resolution was supported by several sveakers, Hindn und Mahomedan,
Bengali and non-Bengali, thus showing the solidarity of indian pubiic opinion,
and was carried unanimously.

The next resolution, closely allied to the one just past, was moved by Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya. [t dealt with the thorny question of bovcott and
recoried the earnest and empathic protest of the Congress ngninst those repres-
sive measures which had followed the Parntion agitation in Eastern and West-
ern Bengal. It is an open secret that there was some difference of opinion over
this boycott resolurion in the Subjecrs Committee, but in the end that difference-
of opinion was overcome and complete unanimity attained by the exercise of that
“gweet reasonableness” which is one of the best known characteristics of Hon. Mr..
Malviys. He moved the resolution in an able, moderate and pursuasive speech,.
and his exposition of the pecaliar need of boycott at the juncture at which it

was used and its differentiation from Swadeshi proper was particulsrly happy. .~
*Memorials followed :memorials, petitions were submitted, meetings of protest were held, and
every constitntional means which the people were aware of was adopted to point out to Government
that absolutely no case had been made out for cutting Bengal into two and placing it under two.
diffcrent administrations,  All that was not heeded.  Feople met together, they sent representations
to the Secrctary of State who was the next higher authority.  Unfortunately that again was unheeded.
People took the last step of going up to the House of Commons and submitted petitions signed by a
Jaree number of prople and got some English Members of the House to support the petition, A
Yebate was held, but nothing came out of it. Now, gentlemen, this went on for a lung time. We
live under a constitutional govermnent, The means that have been pointed out as open to those whe
live under a constitutivnal government were the very means which the people of Bengal adopted.
There was absolutely nothing that anybody conld take cxception to in their methods (hear, hear),
There was absolutely no show of violence even up to thistime. Though peoples’ passions have been.
excited to the uttermost, yet the Government heeded not. Gentlewen, any other people driven to
that desperate condition would probably have taken steps worse than those that were adopted in.
Bengal., e it said to the credit of our countrymen in Bengal (cheers), that on an oceasion when.
their feelings had been stirred to their decpest depths, when the whale Province of Bengal has been
agitated as no part of India had been agitated after the days of the Mutiny-—be it said to the credit
of the young men of Bengal {cheers), that in the midst of so much excitement not one case has been,
proved in which they have restored to illegal or unjust means with the object of getting redress,
Gentlemen, the Government which was anxious to carry on the administration of the couniry on linés
of sound statesmanship would have rejoiced at the sight and would have been moved by the very ecir-
cumstance that the people were so moderate and seif-restrained, eren on such oceasions, to accede to
their demands. It was the misfortune of the Government of India that it did not liston to these
demiands, The result was that people found themselves in utter darkness and despair. What did
they do? They found out that their voices were feeble. Even the powerful voice of our friend, Babuy
Surendra Nath Banunerji, had failed to penerate into the ears of the powers-that-be. The best of the
men in the Jand, the most respected members of the comwmunity, men like Maharajs Sir Jotindra
Maohun Tagore, Sit Gurudas Banerjes, who do not love to indnlge in what is called politicsl sgitation,
came ont of their retirement and pressed upon the Government the wisdom of listening to the prayers
of the people. No response yet. People then said ** what are we todo ? Well, we are placed in this
civcumstance ; very well, we shall raise snother noise which probably will be carried across’the waters
and make o stirin  England ; we shall boycott foreign goods.”” It is an extreme measure I
graut. No sensible man, no man who wishes well of this country, would for n momont desire that
there should be anything done to create attention between our fellow-subjects in England and in this
comntry. No man who understands the real needs of this country and the situation in which we are
placed will desire that there should exist anything but cordial good-will among our fellow-subjects in.
Eogland and in this country,” It was, therefore, no matter of satisfaction—it could not be to any
well-wisher of this country —to either initiate the idea of boycott or to encourage it. It was boyeott
merely as an extreme measure” which they found themselves compelled under the circumstances to
adopt. 1t was adopted as a meansure which might possibly, when all other respectful representations
had failed, innke an impression upon some people of England and lead to the consideration of the:
prayers of United Bengal. . * . * Qoutlemen, this then is the
justification for the resolution which I have placed before you. Tt is not that the Congress
advovates the adoption of boycott sll over the country generally (hear, hear). You have to
bear it clearly in mind that no one who understands the real interests of the country de-
sirea to create any wunnecessary tension of feeling between our fellow-subjects in England
and here, The Governmment, if they are really earnest and sincere in their desire to sce.
that this epirit which the boycott movement has created ought to subside, have the remedy in
thoitv own bande. Let them undo 1he great mischief which has been done by this unnecessary
partition and boycott, as a boycott, shall cemse to-morrow (cheers). Remember, gentlemen,
we ought not to mix up Swadeshi with boyeott (hear, hear). It is a great mistake to mix up
the two. Bengal was partitioned a short while ago. But the Swadeshi movement is as old, within
- mny own personal knowledge, as thirty years ago. The doctrine was preached when I was at school,
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and I am happy aud proud to say that T have been benefited !)_y_f and ndopt_,cd itf the moment [
catered college.  Since that day to this, along with many other friends even in this Proviuce, we
have been using manufactures of Indian make so far as we lave been able to obtain thew. That
movement stands on quite s ditferent footing, and it would be wrong to the country and to the
best interests of the people to mix up the two, to confuse the Swadeshi movement with boyeott.
Speaking for myself I do not want to keep up boycott of forcign goods, What is desirable so
far as the Swadeshi movement is concerned is quite ancther matter. Tnat has gone on and will
goon. As far as boycott is concerned, I thiuk I express the sense of all of you, or nearly all of
you, when I say that the Congress would rejoice to see buycott come to an end, if the cause which has
given rise to it were to cease to exist. It is, therefore, entirely in the power of Government to put
an end to this boyeott,”

{TLala Lajpat Rai seconded the resolution in an impassioned, plsin-spoken
and “powerful speech a which was characterized by one of the subsequent
speakers as ‘ torrential, ”

Lala Lajpat Rai may be now and then carried away by the fervour of
his patriotism and his opinions and methods may sometimes assume an uupractical
aspect, but there is no doubting the earnestness of his conviction and the
genuineness and depth of his feeling.  In speaking of the new departure inau-
gurated by the people of Bengal in our methods of political agitation, Lala
Lajpat Rai said 1 —

* Gentlemen, I believe, and I believe earnestly, that the political struggle has only commenced

.and it was only in the fitness of things that when the Congress attained its majority, the attaining of
that majority should have been preceded by n manly and vigorous protest on the part of the peopla
of this country. It i only in the fitness of things that the movement’s coming to age of majority
should have been preceded by a vigorous and mauly declaration of its approaching manhood. I think
in the ¢ircumstances like ours, in conditions like ours, we are perfectly justified in taking the attitude
that our brethren of Bengal have taken. What else was left for you ? It has been explained that a

possible things that could be done in the name of constitutional agitation have becn exhauste .
What was the example given to vou by your fellow-subjects in the other parts of the Empire?
Euglishmen have been our teacliers in all branches of human knowledge. Englishmen have given us
constitutional rights. Wae it not perfectly right to take a page from the book of the Englishuan
on the methods of constitutional agitation and adopt those methods which will be appreciated by
themselves 7 Now let us see what Englishwen in England do. I do not say that our conditions
allow of our exactly copying or imitating them, but surely we have a right to adopt that spirit, under-
stand that spirit and follow it. Let me tell you what are the wethods adopted by Englishmen in
England when they have a grievance to be listened to by Government. The method which is perfect—
ly legitimate, perfectly constitutional and perfectly justifiable, is the method of passive resistence
(cheersy.  Although I am not at the present mement quoting any social demaocrat or labourman, I
must admire them; 1 have great respect for them. [ must tell you that the message which the
people of England wanted to send to you through me was the message that in our utterance, in our
ngitations and in our fight and struggle for liberty, we ouglt to be more manly than we have been
heretofore {cheers). An Englishman kates or dislike nothing like beggnry. I think o beggar
deserves to be hated. Therefore it is onr duty to show lnglishinan that we have risen to the sense
of conciousness, that we are no longer beggars and that we are subjects of an Einpire where people
are struggling to achicve that position which is their right by right of natural law (cheers).”™y.

‘The resolution was supported by the revresentatives of alinost every
province in India, snd by Mr. Krishnaswami Iyer among others. The leaders
of Madras have deservedly earned a reputation for level-headeduess and sobriety,
and even the most moderate of constututionalists ceased to doubt when they
heard Mr. Krishnaswami Iyer, the representative of that sedate and sober
Province, supporting boycott, as not an economical measure but as a political
weapon, 11 the following  words : —

“Gentlemen, nwobody, I suppose, in his senses believed that boycott is an item in the economic
policy for the people of this eountry at the present day. I do not think that there is anybody in
this hall who is latouring under that hallucination, Boyeott is o political weapon, itis a means of
drawing attention of those who are responsible for the Government of this country, and it is one
of the most known weapous in  time of great natienal crisis (cheers). What did the members who
were representatives of the Irish people in the British House of Commons do? They adopted the
constitutional policy of obstruction, obstruction for the purpose of preventing the carrying on of any
other business, so that the Irish grievances shall first be redressed. Gentlemen, that is only a’
political weapon, Nobody could ever dream of charging the Irish representatives that they were
doivg anything illegal or unconstitutional (hear, hear).”

The resolution was carried unanimously, and the Congress adjourned to
meet again the next morning at half-past eight o’clock.

The Congress re-assembled for the last time on the 30th of December 1905
at 9 4. m. to complete the unfinished portion of its programme, The first reso-
lution of the day which dealt with the question of Kducation was moved b
Mr. Herama Chandra Maitra in an eloquent and impassioned speech. There is
no question upon which the educated classes of this country feel more keenly
than on the question of Education, and yeur after year has the Congress been
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-drawing the attention of the Government to this all-important topic. In the
resolution moved by Mr. Herama Chandra Maitra the Congress pleaded for
‘the establishment of Free Primary education, protested against “the present
policy of the Government of India in respect of Hivh and Secondary Educa-
tion, as being one of officialising the governing bodies of the Universities and
‘reatricting the spread of education,” and pleaded for the establishment of In-
dustrial schools. The mover of the resolution, when dealing with the second
of these points, expressed his indignation at the policy inaugurated by the Uni-
versities In words of burning conviction. He said :—

“What are the facts? There are only 23,000 collewe students in all British India: that
8, 1 in 11,000 is a College student, and yet Government is alaruted at the indiscriminate sprend
of High education (sheme). And yet Lord Curzon speaks of high education being comparable
not tu a blank sheet but to a page scribbled over with all sorts of writings, gnod, bad and iudifferent,
that is, the scribb]in.g has produced the magnificent result of nne college studeat out of 131,000,
What are we to think of a Governwent that is not nashamed of putting such an interpretation
over such & shameful and disgraceful state of things? Is there no public opinion not only in India
but all over the 'world? Are our rulcra} not ashamed of using language like this to us when we
complain of the inndequate spread of high education? In the face of facts and figures like those
to which I have just referred the theory propounded by the Indian Universities’ Commission is
absolutely false. Even if High education has spread far and wide, in what sense is it trae that
it is better, as the Commission says that there should be a few graduates well educated
than there should be wany ill feducated ? Now, why dn we prize the education ? Do
we prize it from idle sentiments, or does it confer any tangible resclts or material
blessing? ‘If it confers these Dblessings either mioral, social or spiritnal,—whatever they may
be,—it is certainly well that a large multitude should share them, It is not better thau that it
should be confined tosa small number? Certainly it is fur miore desirable than that is should
be limited to & few. Is it better that a few men should Lave a surfeit of luxury and millions shonld
starve, than that sll should be moderately fed? Is it better that a few healthy strong giants should
stride across the Eace of the country and others should be so many skeletons 7 Is it better that there
should be a few saints in the country and the rest should be blackguards, than that all men should
be of fairly good character 1"

Neither is the condition of the Primary education, for which the Govern-
ment pretends to have some solicitude much better. “ Even in Bengal which
is supposed by many to be the most enlightened province in India the propor-
tion of the illiterate is 912 per cent.” The Government of India spends only
about 1 per cent. of its revenues on Education, while even in Spain. perhaps the
most backward country in Europe, the expenditure is six times that amount,
The fact of the matter is that the policy of the Anglo Indian Government in
connection with Education is a policy of “melancholy meanness,” if not one of
-deliberate suppression, and on no question is the rousing of public opinion by
-our political leaders more needfal than on this vital question. The resolution
having been duly seconded and supported was carried noaunimously.

The next resolution dealt with the questions of ** Famine, Poverty, Economic
Inquiry and Land Revenue,” and was moved by Mr. Tilak, of Poona. Mr.
“Tilak, in a plain, straight-forward speech, re-stated the arguments which have
‘been urged from the Congress platform agnin, aud again and showed that the
frequent occurence of famine is due in no smaull measure to the great poverty
of the people, and that “a reasonable and definite restriction of the State
‘demand, and not the restriction on tenants’ rights” is the true remedy for
the growing impoverishment of the agricultural population.  The resolution
‘having been seconded by Pandit Gokaran Nath Misra, of Lucknow, was passed
unanimously.

The Congress then dealt with the question of the quarantine cf the
Mussulman pilgrims at DBombay.  Thus snowing that the sulkiuess of our
Mohamedan friends has not cffected in any way its solicitude for their wel-
fare.  Resolutions, dealing with some important provincial grievances and
according support to the candidatare of our G, O, M. for North Lambeth,
were passed next and Messrs. Gokhale and Lajpat Rai were publicly thanked
for their good work in England.

The Congress re-appointed Mr. Gokhale as its delegate to England,
-elected its Standing Commirtee of fifteen members, and appointed Mr. Hume,
the one man who above all others had stood by us through thick and thin,
through good report and evil report, since the inception of the national move-
.ment of which he is the founder and originator, as its General Secretary. Mr,



Hume, M. Naordji and Siv W, Weddurburn are the three men to whom the-
_lndnn National Congress owes most; men, who whatever hasty pessimists
may say in this country, have never wavered in their steadfast Laith.

“ Never doubted clouds wonld break,

Never dreamed, though right was worsted, wrong would triumph.”

It was, therefore, onl_y in the fitnessof thlntrs that the Congress should
express its heartful gratitode ro Hir W. W edderbain and the British Committee
in the shnpe of a formal resolution.

The Congress, on the invitation of Rai Yatindra Nath Chaudhari, resolved
to hold ifs next session at Caleuttn,

The proceedings were brought to a elose by a vote of thanks to the
distinguished President proposed b\ the Hon’ble Pt. Sunder Lal, of Allahabad,.
and seconded by the Hon'bie Pr. Madan Mohan Malavya in a short and sueet
speech. The Fresident having briefly respouded, the twentieth session of

the Congress came to an end in the midst of cheers given for the King--
meelor, Mr. Hume and Mr. Gokhale.
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RESOLUTIONS

OF THE

Twenty-first Indian National Congress

HELD AT BENARES
ON THE

27th, 28th, 29th and 30th December 1905.

Resolved.—That this Congress, representing His Majesty™s Indian subjeets of all races,
creeds and communities, most humbly and respectfully offers its loyul and dutiful welcome
to Their Royal Highnesses, the Prince and Princes of YWales, on the occasion of their visit
to India. The Congress is deeply touched by the expression of Their Royal Highnesses’
sentiments of cordial good-will towards the people of India and is confident that the
personal knowledge gained during the present tour will stimulate their kindly interest in
the welfare of its people ; and it expresses the fervent hope that His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales will be graciously pleased to submit to His Majesty the King-Emperor
its earnest prayer that the principles of the late Queen’s Proclamation will be given effect
to in the government of this country.

(a). %‘hat the President do submit the above resolution to His Royal Highness by
wire.

Resolved.—That in the opinion of this Congress the time has nrrived for a further
expansion and reform of the Supreme and Provincial Legislative Councils, so that they
may become more truly representative of the people, and the non-official membors thereof
may have a real voice in the government of the country. The Congress recommends an
increase in the number of the non-official and elected members and the grant to them of
the right of dividing the Councils in financial matters coming before them—the hcad of
the Government concerned possessing the power of veto.

Resolved.—(a), That this Congress, while thanking the Government of India for the

appointment of a Committee to inquire into the Excise Administration in the several

rovinces of the country, regrots that its composition is exclusively oflicial and that, there-
ore, 16 cannot inspire full public confidence.

(b). This Congress, concurring in the opinion of previous Congresses,
expresses its deliberate conviction that the recognition of the principle of locul option in
practical administration and a large reduction in the number of existing liquor-shops are
eonditions precedent to any satistactory reform in Excise Administration.

(¢). This Congress respectfully urges on the Government of Tndia the
desirability of speedily earrying out the principal proposals contained in Sir Frederick
Lely’s memorandum of last year on Excise Administration,

(d). That the Congress begs to protest against the virtual shelving by
the Government of India in its executive capacity, of the Bengal Excise Bill, which has
been welcomed as a sound and progressive piece of temperance legizlation.

Ttesolved.—That in the opinion of this Congress the time has arrived when the people
of India should be allowed a larger voice in the administration and control of the affuirs
of their country by—

(a). the besiowal on each of the Provinces of India of the franchise to return at least
two members to the British House of Comtons ;

(1). the appointment of not less than three Indian gentlemen of proved ability and
experience as members of the Seeretary of Btate’s Couneil 5 and

(¢}, the appointnient of two Indians as members of the Governor-General’s Execu-
five Council and of one Indian as a member of the Exccutive Councils of Bombay and
Madras, ' '

Resolved.—That this Congress is of opinion that to enable Parliament to discharge
more satistuctorily its responsibility in regard to the Government of India periodical
Parliamentary enquiries inte the condition of India should be revived and the salary of the
Sceretary of State for India should be placed on the British estimates.

Resolved.—(a). That, in the opinion of this Congress, the principles and policy enun-
ciated by the Government of India in their Resolution, dated 24th May 1904, on the sub-
ject of the employment of Indians in the higher grades of the Public Service, are inconsis-
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tent with those laid down in the Parliamentary Statute of 1833 and the Proclamation of
1858 by the late Queen-Empress, and this Congress enters its respectful but emphatic

rotest against an attempt to explain away pledges solemnly given by the Sovereign and
Parliament to the people of this country, and to deviate from arrangements deliberately
arrived at by the Government after a careful examination of the whele question by a public
cominission,

(h). That this Congress is of opinion that the true remedy for many existing
financial and administrative evils lies in the wider employment of Indians in the higher
branches of the country’s service ; and while concurring with previous Congresses in urging
that immediate effect should be given to the Resolution of the Housc of Commons of 2nd
June 1893, in favour of holding the competitive examinations for the Civil Services simul-
taneously in England and in India, this Congress places on record its firm conviction that
the only satisfactory solution of this question is to be found in the re-organization of the
Indian Civil Service, which should be reconstituted on a decentralised basis, its judicial
functions in the meantime being partly transferred to persons who have been trained in the
profession of law.

(r). That this Congress, concurring in the opinion of the last Congress,
deplores the abolitions of the competitive test for the Provineial Scrvice. Past experience
has amply established the fact thut a ®ystem of Government nomination degenerates, in
the special circumstances of this country, into a system of appointment by official fuvour,
and this, by bringing unfit men into the service, impairs the efliciency of the administration
and in addition, unfairly discredits the fitness of Indians for high office. This Congress,
therefore, respectfully urges the Government of India to restore the competitive test for the
Provineial Service.

Resolred.—That this Congress, while appreciating the action of the Government of
India in applying a portion of its surplus revenues Yast March to some of the purposcs
recommended by the Congress, is of opinion that the financial relicE given by it to the tax-
payers of this conntry during the last three years has been most inadequuate, and the
(‘ongress regrets that advantage has been taken of recent surpluses to increaso lurgely the
military expenditure of the country, raise the salaries of European officials in several de-
partments and create a number of new posts for them. The Congress urges that any
gurpluses that may arise in the future should, in the first place, be utilised for purposcs
of remission of taxation, and, secondly, be devoted to subjects directly benefiting the people
such as imparting scientifie, industrial and agricultural cducation, providing increased
facilities of medical relicf, and assisting Municipal and Local HBoards with grants to
undertake urgently needod measures of sanitary reform and the improvement of means of
couu&mnication in the interior.

Ltesolved.~—(a). That this Congress, while recording its emphatic protest against any
charge which weakens the supremacy of the Civil control over the Military authoritics, is
of opinien that the necessary Civil eontrol cannot be adequately exercised until and unless
the representatives of the tax-payers are placed in a positien to influence such control.

(6). That this C'ongress earnestly repeats its protest against the continned
increases in the Military expenditure, which is unnecessary, unjust and beyond the capacity
of the Indian people.

(e} That this Congress is distinctly of opinion that, as the Military ex~
penditure of this country is determined not by its own Military needs and requirements
alone but also by the exigencies of British supremacy and British policy in the East, it
is only fair that a proportionate share of such expenditure should be met out of the British
exchequor and shared by the Empire at largo instead of the whole of such expenditure
falling on a part of the Empire which is the poorest and the least able to bear it, :

(4). That, in view of the changed position of atfairs in Asia due to the
recent yar between Russia and Japan and the Anglo-Jupanese Treaty, this Congress ear-
nestly urges that the large expenditure of ten nillions sterling sanctioned last year for

the He-organization scherme be not now incurred, and the money bo devoted to an extension
of education in all its branches and reduction of the ryots’ burdens.

Resolved.—(a). That this Congress, while expressing its sense of satisfaction at the
passing by the Australian House of Representatives of a Bill to amend the Law of DImmi-
gration so as to avoid hurting the susceptibilitics of the people of India, again places ou
record its sense of deep regret that British Indians should continue to be subjected to
harassing and degrading restrictions and denied the ordinary rights of British citizenship
in His Majesty's Colonies. The Congress particularly protests against the enforcement by
the British Government of disabilities on the Indian settlers in the T'ransvaal and Orancoe
River Crown Colonies, which were not enforced even under the old Boer rule, in spi?a
of declarations by His DMajesty’s Ministers that the treatment of the Indian subjects
of the King-Emperor by the Boer Government was one of the causes of the late war.

(h). Inview of the important part tho Indian settlers have played in the
development of the Colonies, their admitted Joyalty and peacefel and industrious habits,
their uscful and self-sacrificing services during the recent war, and, above all, the great
constitutional iinportance of the principle of equal treatment of all citizens of the Empiro
anywhere in the King’s dominions, this Congress respectfully, but strongly, urges the
Government of India and His Majesty’s Government to insist, by prohibiting, if nocessary,

\
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the emigration of indentured labour and adopting other retaliatory measures, on the re-
cognition of the status of Indian emigrants as British citizens in all the colonies.

Resolved.—(a). That in the opinion of this Congress a complete separating of Judicial
from Executive functions must now be carried out without further delay.

: (b). That this Congress, concurring with previous Congresses, urges that
the Judicial Service in all parts of 510 country should be recruited from the legal profes-
sion more largely than at present, as the system of appointing Civilians without special
legal training to high Judical offices doos not lead to a satisfactory administration of justice’
in the mofussil.

Resolved.—That this Congress, while noting with satisfaction some useful reforms
recommended by the Police Commission, regrets that adequate measures have not been
adopted to materially improve the efficiency and the honesty of the Police service.

This Congress rocords its conviction :—

(1). That competitive examinations for the recruitment of the Police service in
the higher grades should be thrown open to all classes of British subjects instead of
heing confined to candidates of British birth, and that such examinations should be
held simultaneously in England and in India. '

(2). That educated Indians should be largely omployed in the higher grados in
order to secure efticiency in work. .

(3). That enlistment in the Provineial Service should be by competitive examin-
ations.
(4)- And lastly, that District Officors, who are the heads of the police, should be
relieved of judicial work and of all control over the Magistracy of the District.

Resolved.—That this Congross records its emphatic protest against the Partition

of Bengal in the face of the strongest opposition on the part of the people of the

rovince.

P That having regard to the intense dissatisfaction felt by the entire Bengali community
at the dismemberment of their province and their manifest disinclination to accept
the partition as an accomplished fact, this Congress appeals to the Government of
Indin and the Secretary of State to reverse or modify the arrangements made, in such
a manner as to conciliate public opinion and allay the excitement and unrest present
among all classes of the people. ‘

That this Congress recommends the adoption of some arrangement which would
be consistent with administrative efficiency and would place the entire Bengali community
under one undivided administration. .

Resolved.—That this Congress records its earnest and emphatic protest against the
repressive measures which have been adopted by the authorities in Bengal after the
peoplo there had been compelled_to_resort to the _boycott of foreign goods as a last
protest and perhaps the only constitational and effective means left to them of drawing
the attention of the British public to the action of the Government of India in persisting
in their determivation to partition Bengal in utter disrogard of the universal ‘prayers

and protests of the people.

Resolved.—{a). That this Congress repeats its protest against the present polioy of
the Governmont of India in respect of High a‘m_i Seqo_ndary education, as being one of
officialising the governing bodies of the Universities jand restricting the spread of
education. : . .

(5). That this Congress, while th_ankmg the Government of India for
the special grants made this year to Primary and High education, again places on record
its firm convietion that the material and moral interests of the country demand a much
largor expenditure than at present on all branches of education and a beginning in the

direction of Free Primary education.

¢). That, in the opinion of this Congress, the recommendations of the
Committee on Tndustrial Education should be promptly carried out by the Government.
The Congress specially urges the Government to order an Industrial Survey as recom-
mended by the Committes (and as suggested by tha Government of India 1tself‘ in its
Home Dopartment Resolution No. 1989, dated 18th Jlil:le 1888) as.a necessary preliminary
to tho introduction of an organised system of Technical .education in the several
hrovinees.
g (d). That at least one central fu!ly cquipped Polytechnic Institute should
ba established in the country, with minor technical schools and colleges in the different
provinces. : :

Resolved.—(a). That this Congress de_plores a fresh outl)rf.zak oE_ fam_ine in several

parts of the country ; and, holding that the frequent recurrence of famines is due to the
great poverty of the people, vrhich forces large numbers of them to throw themselves on
State }lelp at the first touch of Scarcitf', it aguin urges the Government of India and the
Seccretary of State to institute a detailed inquiry into the economic condition of a few
typical villages in differont parts of India.

(h). This Congress is of opinion that the prosperity of an agricultural
country like India caunot be secured without a definite limitation of the State demand on
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land, such as was propoesed by Lord Canning in 1862 or by Lord Ripon in 1882, and it
regrets that LorH Curzon in his Land Resolution of l_‘JO?, f:nl?d to recognize any such
limitation and deelined to aceept the suggestions of the Right Hon'ble Sir Richard Garth
and other memorialists in the matter. The Uongress holds that a reasonalle and definite
limitation of the State-demand, and not the restriction of tenants’ rights, such as has founid
favour in recent years, is the true remedy for the growing impoverishment of the agricul-

_tural population.

Resolved.—That having regard to the fact that there is ten days’ international
quarantine already in existence at Camaran, this Congress holds that the quarantine of
five days imposed at the port of Bombay upon the Musalman pilgrims before embarking
for Jeddal, is unnecessary and vexatious, and produces a feeling of decp discontent.
The Congress, therefore, prays that the quarantine imposed at Bombay be entirely
abolished.

Resolved —This Congress, conenrring with previous C'ongresses, strongly urges:—

(1) The constitution of the Punjab into a Regulation provinee ;

(2) The expansion and reform of the Punjub Legislative Council in accordance
with the Indian Couneils Act of 1592 ;

(3) The establishinent of a Chartered High Court of Judicature in the Punjab;

(4) The enactment of Legislation for Berar by the Supreme Legislative Council
and not by Executive orders of the Governor-General in Council §

(3) The restoration to the people of the Central Provinces of the right to elect
their representative on the Supreme Legislative Counecil instecad of bis being nominated
by the {dovernment ; and

(6) The cancellation of the Government of India Notification of 25th June 1891, in
the Foreign Department, gagring the Press in territories under British administration in
Native States as being a serious infringement of the liberty of the Press in those tracts,

Resolved.—That this Congress desires to accord its most cordial support to the candi-
dature of Mr. Dadabhai Naoreji for North Lambeth, and appeals to the clectors of that
constituency to return him to Parliament.

Resolved.—That this Congress desires to record its sense of high appreciation of the
valuable services recently rendered by the Hon'ble Mr. G. K. Gokhule, C.I. E,, and Lala
Lajpat Rai in England.

Resolved.—That in view of the importance of urging the more pressing proposals of
the Congress on the attention of the anthorities in England at the present juncture, this
Congress appoints its President, the Hon’ble Mr. Gopal Krishna Gokhale, C. I, E., as its
Delegate and deputes him to proceed to England for this purpose.

Resolved.—That a Standing Committee of the Congress be appointed to promote tha

objects of the Congress and to take such steps during the year as may be necessary to
give effect to the Resolutions of the Congress.

That the following gentlemen be appointed members of the Standing Committce far
the year 1906 :—

(1) The Hon. Sir Pherozeshah Mohta, K. C. I. E. (Bembay) ;
(2} The Hon. Mr. Daji Abaji Khare (Bombay) ;

(3) G. Subramania Iyer, Esq. (Madras) ;

(4) “The Hon. Nawab Sayyid Muhammad (Madras) 3

(5) Surendranath Banerjea, Esq. (Caleutta) ;

(6) A Chowdhri, Esq. (Caleutta) ;

(7) Maulvi Abdul Kasim (Burdwan) ;

(8) 8. Sinha, Esq. (Bankipur) ;

(9) The Hon, Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Allahabad) ;
(10) Muonshi Ganga Prasad Varma (Lucknow) ;
(11) Lala Lajpat Rai (Lahore) 3
(12) Lala Harkishenlal (Lahore) ; and

(13) XRao Buhadur R. N. Madholkar (Amraoti) ; with }33 Seeretariess for the Come

(14) D. E. Wacha, Esq. (Bombay) ; and mithce.

(15) The Hon. Mr. G. K. Gokhale, C. I. E. (Poona)

That this Cnngr_ess dcsires. to convey to Sir William Wedderburn, Bart., and the other
members of the British Committee, its most grateful thanks for their disinterested services
in the canse of India’s political advancement,

That this Congress re-appoints A. 0. Hume, Esq., C. B, to be General Secretary, and

D. E. Wacha, Esq., and the Hon’bLle Mr. G. K. Gokhale, C. L. E., to be Joint General
Secretaries for the ensuing year.

. .That the Twenty-second Indian National Congress do assemble, on such day after
Clristmas Day, 1906, as may be later determined upon at Calcutta.



Report of the Proceedings

OF THE
TWENTY=FIRST

INDIAN NATIONAL GONGRESS,

HELD IN

BENARES

On the 27th, 28th, 29th, and 30th December, 1905.

FIRST DAY’S PROCEEDINGS.
Wednesday, 27th “December, 1905.

\HE TWENTY-FIRST SESSION OF THE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
was opened at 1-30 P. . on Wednesday, the 27th December, 1905, in the spacious
pavilion erected by the Recaption Committee at Rajglat. )

Tha Hon"ble Munshi Madholal, Chairman of the Reception Commitiee, wel-
comed the delegatesin the following address:—

BrorEER-DELEGATES, LADIES, AND GENTLEMEN:—

Before addressing yon I must say one thing, viz, that you cannot expect anything
like a speech from me, but as in duty bound I beg on behalf of the Reception Com-
miitee of the 21st Indian National Congress, to offer you, brother-delegates, a most
cordial welcome. The citizens of DBenares shared in the past with their feilow-citizens
of the rest of the United Provinces the bonour pf inviting the Congress on two
oceasions to Allababad and once to Lucknow, DBut they feel far happier that they
have the privilege to-day of welcoming the best and brightest sons of India, tbe repre-
sentatives of every Pravince and every class, to their ancient city. 1assure you that
we are all deeply grateful to you that you accepted our humble invitation, that you bave
responded to it nat only cheerfully but enthusiastically as your numbers testify to-day.
Npeaking for myself, I cannot adequately express my sense of pleasure and pride that it
is my privilege to-day to welcome you to this, my native city. The ouly circumstance
which somewhat affects that joy is the consciousness that [ am not worthy of this honour.
However, such a3 1 am, I accord to you, in the name and on bebalf of the people of the
United Provinces generally, and of the citizens of Benares in particular, n most cordial
welcome, Anothor circumstance which checks my enthusiasm is the painful conscions-
ness of the many defects in the arrangements that we have made for your reception. DMost
earnestly do I beg of vou, all, my brother-delegates, to generously overlook our shorteom-
ings, to aceept the will for the deed, and attribute our imperfections to the bead and nat
to the heart. 1 pray you, ns men wlo understand from experience the muny difficnlties
by which Congress Reception Committees, particularly in backward_ places, like Denares,
arp apt to be confronted at every step, to be indulgent to your inesperienced hosts in tha
spirit of fellow-workers and comrades in a common cause. Ia speaking of our difliculiies
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1 cannot but refer to the assistance kindly given to us by the civil and military authorities
of this place.” We would not have been able to secure this excellent plateau of Rajghat,
the best site available in the city, but for their kiud help, Vhen I recall to mind the
bitter terms in which my distinguished predecessor in this chair, the still la-mentad Pandit
Ajudhianath (cheers) complained of the obstacles put in his way by the officiale of the day,
and compare that attitude with the kindly sympathy extended to the Reception Commit-
tee of this year, 1 cannot but feel that we have every reason to congratulate ourselves on
the welcome change that has come over these backward Provinces. Yith your permission,
Brother-delegates, I desire to take this opportunity of publicly thanking cur esteemed
Commissioner, Mr. D. C. Baillie, our popular Collector, Mr, E. H, Radice, the ever-helpful
Me. P, B. Bramley, District Superintendent of Police, and General Sir Alfred Gaselee, for
helping us in securing this site close by the noble river, which is the pride of India, and so
conveniently near to the railway station. I must also gratefully mention the name of Mr.
A. W.U. Pope, Traffic Superintendent of the Oudh and Robilkband Railway, who, with
all the resources of his Railway, readily helped us in secaring water and other conveniences.
Brother-delegates,—1 conceive the duties of the Chairman of the Reception Committee
consist more in organising the reception and entertainment of delegates than in disouss~
ing the politieal situation of the day., DBut uoder pressure from esteemed and valued
friends, 1 have had to decide to follow the precedent long since established and make the
following observations : —

I regard the Indian National Congress as the intellectual product of British rule
and English eduacation, and one which ought, therefore, to be treated with
tender regard by those whose duty it is to govern this country on British principles. No
doubt the Congress was not looked upon with friendly eyes in its earlier stages ;
but Lam glad to think that the time is long gone by when the stale charge of disloyalty
could be brought against us, when our nationsal aspirations were ridiculed, when
our representations on public questions could be dismissed without consideration. In
saying this, 1 do not overlook recent events which were unfortunately calculated to shake
the faith of the wmore impatient among wus, in the efficiency of constitutional agi-
tation, and in the benevolence of purpose of the British rule in India, Bat, Brother.
delegates, thay are but inevitable incidents of public lifs, and we may boe sure, they do not
represent the attitude towards educated ludians of the majority of Englishmen in this eoun-
try, muchless in free England. 1 must admire the love of justice and fair play of the Eog-
lish nation., Whatever we choose to say they allow us to sit here and discuss theirac-
tions aod to criticise them. This is, I say, the greatest virtue of the British Empire. [f
you go and hold a Congress in Gwalior, Hyderabad or Mysors, you will be driven out
of it, and you will have thera no Congress of this kind. If you go to Kabul you will be blown
up in oue second (cries of “no, no’) This is the great benmefit which the British
Government has conferred on us. The position of the Coogress was officially establish-
ed, when Lord Lansdowne declared 15 years ago that the Government of India recognised
that it represented in this conntry what the advanced Liberal Party was in England. The
intellectual aristocracy of India are represented, if anywhere, in this Congress, and no civi-
lited and progressive Government snch as ours is, can afford long to ignore or disregard it.
And we shall ba unpardonably failing in our duty, if we shall allow any private
reason or public discouragement to come between us and service to our mother-land.
I will give bat one illustration of the necessity of bringing our wishes and aspira-
tions to the notice of Government. Standing as I do here as a representative of
the Sipahi Nagar class, whose ancestors came to these Provinces as soldiers, 1 keenly feel
that the Government should exclude the martial classes from the higher ranks of military
sorvice, L am thankful to the Government, however, for appointing a few mombers of tle
Imperial Cadet Corps as Commissioned Officers inthe Army. This however is only
in the nature of a weagre first instalment. Why shounld not the sons of noblemen
and mea of the middle classalse be appointed to Commissions in the Army, if they are
gqualified for the same? Why should not the suggestion of His Royal Highness, the
Duke of Connaught, to establish an Indian Saudhurst be carried out ? It is not a wise policy
to exclude the martial race of Indian soldiers from the higher rank of the Army. Merit
and not race should be the qualifying test. The Indian soldier bus established his iitle to
the confidence of the rulers in many a battle-Geld throughout the Empire by his valour as
well as devotion and cannot be permanently denied the higher rewards of his service. It is
ouly necessary that we should persistently press his claim on the attention of the Govern-
ment for it to be granted. I venture to think that even the Imperial Cadet Corps would
not have been established without the loug continued agitation of the Congress and the
Indian Press. And we who believe that the Indian soldier is the backbono of the British
Avmy in this country, owe it not only to ourselves but to the Government that we must not
rest until the just concessions for which we have been prayiog are granted. The importance
of the matter being what it is, may 1 not venture to appeal to the powers that be to signalise
the visit of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales by carrying out in practice the pro-
fosned Intention of our rulers to treat Indians on equal terms with other classes of His Ma-
Jesty’s aubjeots by throwing open to them the superior posts in the Army ?

. Ladies and Gentlemen, it is not within my province to discuss the subjects that will be
rought before the Congress for the consideration of the assembled delegates. And I am
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particularly anxious not to increase your natural impatience which 1 fully share to bear the
selfless man and stainless gentleman(cheers), an ornament of hisrace and the pride of his countr

whom you will presently elect us your President. (Loud cheers), But the circurnstances ofthJ:;
year compel me to say a fow words on one subject which is uppermost in the public mind

Bpeaking as an Indian and a non-Bengali, [ desire to assure my brethren of Bengal of my and
your deep sympathy in the misfortune that has befallen them in the partition of their fair and
great Province. The Partition of Bengal in an arbitrary manuver and in spite of the univer-
sal opposition that the measure has provoked I regard "as impolitic and unjust. 1f there
wns any trqth in the late Viceroy's utteranca that to defy or ignore public opinion is not
statesmanship, and we have been told on bigh authority that trathfulness is a special vir-
tue of Europeans, then it is inexplicable how the sentiment of United Bengal come to be
80 deliberately disregarded by the samehigh funetionary. I do not, however, believe that
it i3 useless now to protest against the accomplished fact. There is such an institution in
existence as the British House of Commons, and we are fortunate, too, at present in possass-
ing a Secrstary of. State who, I take it, does not beliave in the doctrine of Divide and Rule.
If I may be permitted to do so, { would suggest to cur friends of Bengal the advisability
of sending a strong deputation to England by the time the new Parlianent meots, to im-
gresa- cn India’s friends over there the imperative necessity of restoring the unity of their

rovince.

The Partition of Bengal is, I think, a mistake. [ further think that it is a matter which
must be represented to Parliameut as strongly as possible. [ hold that the Parliament ought
to exerciseits influence fu this respect, The Farliament is far off from us. In minor questions
they have no material to interfere, but in questions of higher importance, they ought to
show that there isa Parliament. I appeal to Mr. Morley to interfere. It wiil show the
strength of the British Empire, if he interferes and puts an end to this mischief. What
the Parliament is perhaps afraid of is that the prestige will go, if it undoes what the higher
officers here have done. [am sure it is quite different. If you look to justice, if you look to the
claims of your own subjects, these will bring you more prestige than the confirming of what
your higher officers have done. Youremember what Ramachander said to Dasarath when he
asked him not fto go to the jungle after having previously enjoined him
to do the same. He eaid, “My father, you give me two orders—one to go to the
jungle and the other to remain. But I will only obey the order which is just and good.”
Itis the daty of all the world to follew justice and not to be gnided by considerations of
loss of prestige, Thisis the time for Parliament to show to the world that it exists for
the benefit of Indin. I appealto the King-Emperor to use his prerogative, which he has,
once in favour of [udia. That will show that we bave a Parliament which looks opon us
as its children and protects us when the time comes. I cannot say auything more on this
guestion, I think it has been a great cruelty to me that my friends should have asked me
to say something. I am not an educated man; I belong to the agricultural class (cries of
““no, no”) ; 1 cannot speak much. The agricullural classes are dumb. But with all my
defects 1 give yon a President, better than whom pobody could be given. (Cheers). Now
you will have to elect your President, I may say that my beart jumps when 1see my old
friend Pandit Bishambhar Nath whom I now nsk with all bumility to propose the first
Resolntion. ( Loud cheers.)

Panpir Bismampuar Nare (4llakabad): —

Mgz, CHATRMAN AND BROTHER-DeLEcATES,—I am really proud of the greal honour that
has been conferred on me in spite of the absence of any external Decorations from the Gov-
ernment. Firstof all, I must take care not to stand long between you and onr chosen Chief;
and in the second place, 1 would crave your pardon for a ghort obiter dictum. Qbiter dicta,
I koow as a bit of a lawyer, are sometimes treated asa redendancy. What [ mesn, isthat
in the searchings of my heart, the monitor within, asks seriously, and puts a guestion to me,
“What does thig moving Tabernacle with tbis apique assemblage mean?’ The answer, |
believe, i3 not far to seek. This is the crowing triumph of Pax Brittanica, with its vntold
numerons blessings. This is not the tine to enumerate those blessings or fo refer to the draw-
backs that we may possibly find in the benign admiuistration of ocur Government,
Perhaps, you know, that I bad the honour to belong to a very noble Profession some-
time back. I have taken to a still more honcourable vocation, namely, now and then to he-
come the uncrowned-king-proposer for our miniatare Parliament (cheers) ; and although
1 am not one of those, who would erect idols and statues or raise monuments to everybody
and nobody, yet 1 assare you, I have come purposely to offer the incense of oblations o our
Designate Chief. (Cheers). Gentlemen, I need not give you a Roll of the titles and qualifications
tbat entitle the Hon'ble Mr. Gokhale (cheers)to the geat which he is so deservedly to adorm ;
but if you require a short description of them from me, it would be only illustrative and not
exhanstive. He is a selfiess man and a political ascetic jindaed, he is a prodigy of intellect,
being & debater, a speaker and an eloqueat orator, to say nothing of his wisdom, as a Staiesman.
I would be repeating all these qualifications in vain, if % were to go into them at length.
1 shall, therefore, content myself simply with observing that his election to the Chair
is so valuable an acquisition, that it may be accepted with universal acclamation by the
delegates. (Cheers.)

Ma. R. C. DutT, who, on rising, was received with cheers, said:—D3r. CraIRMAN, LADIRS
Anp GeyrLeMeN,—The very pleasant task has been imposed upon me to second this proposal
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which you have alvoady accepted with acclamation, namely, that the Hon’ble Br. Gukhale
be elected President of this Twenty-Iirst lodian National Congress. (Cheers), Fortunately,
it is not necessary for me to say many words in favour of this proposal. Mr. Gokhale’s
services are known to all of you, and to many of you, better than to myself. Blany of you,
Genilemen, who bave come from the Bombay Presidency know what a selfless life Mr.
Gokbale hasled; how he was first educated by that prince of educators the late Mr. Ranade
(cheers); how he devoted vears of his life to that noble institution which we know as
Fergusson College; and how after some travels in Europe, he made his name asn
politician by the historic speech which he made on the occasion of the budget dis-
cussion in the Viecoroy's Council (cheers) some years ago. Gentlemen, 1 donot Lkoow Low
you received that speechi ; but when for the first time I read that speech, I felt within my-
self that that was the coming mau for India. (Cleers). The power of eloquence, the power
of debate, the great moderation and the lucid statement of facts, which charncterised that
splendid speech in the Viceroy’s Council showed that we had at last got a champion,
(cheers) who would do justice to his country and countrymen. Year after yenr we have
watched the proceedings of the Viceroy's Council and 1 thisk 1 am reflecting the opinion
of every one of you present, when 1 say that our cause could not have fonnd a more
eloquent, a more upright, and a more able advocate than in the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhbale.
{Cheers). 1 shall not forget evem in the few moments which are allowed to me to
meution the services which Mr. Gokhale lately rendered by his splendid series of
speeches in England (cheers) at a time when the old Government was crumbling dowa
and when the new Government was being formed. You may have heard and read
in the papers some accounts of the efforts which Mr. Gokhale made to represent our
cause, the cause of all Iudin, before sll classes of tbe English community, from the
merchants of Launcashire to those people who nre nbout to hoid the reins of the Einpire.
1 believe that the fruit of these endeavours wa shall see before long. Gentlemen, I do not
wisl to stand longer between you and Mr. Gokbale, but 1 thinkIam expressing the feel-
ings of every oneof you when I say that we are watching with anxious hope the formation
of a new Government. The eloguent Chairman mentioned the name of Mv.John Morley
{(cheers) who has been inade Secretary of State for India. We have all our hopes because
we all know of the past life and the past work of Mr. Jobn Morley. We Lave all our hopes
that, when questions relating to India come before him for consideration and decision, some-
thing of that justice, something of that fuirness between man and man, which bae charae-
terised him in his past life will characterise his action in relation to Indin. We muost not
hope too much. Wae have seen past Liberal Governmeunts come into existence und pass away
without benefit to ourselves. It may be that the present Government may come into ex-
istence and pass awsy with fulfilling the expectations which we lave formed. Or
it may be that some of the far-seeing Statesmen, who are now weilding the destinies of
the Empire, may now come to see that the system of administration which was built up in
India in the Eighteenth Century is no longer suited to India of the Twentisth Century.
( Cheers). They may see that the opinions, the views, and often the whims of successive
Viceroys nre not the safest guides for the Government of this great Empire. They may see
that time has come when some sort of representation of the people, some sort of constitu-
tional Government, is needed to consolidate the great Empire. (Cheers). It mny also be,
gentlemen, that we ourselves may advance our own cause, and by being true to ourselves
we may win for ourselves that great boon for which we, in the Congress, were fighting
for the last 20 yeara. (Cheers). Gentlemen, I have more faith in our own work thanin the
mercy of Government. (Cheers). If we show ourselves prepared to undertake our duties in
a reasovable, moderate, and sober way, time cannot be far distant when some sort of constitu~
tion based on the wishes and feeling of the people sball have to be conceded to the people
of Indin. (Cheers). Gentlemen, I have often been accused of being too much of an optimist,
aud I admit the charge. 1 believe it is better to work with hope than to work with no
hope; but hope or no hope, [ think ina good cause, in a righteous batile, it is better to fight
and fail than not to fight  at all, (Cheers). I am sure that in this couse if we are true to
ourselves, if we show ourselves worthy of self-government and self-administration, the time
cannot be far distant when that great concession which has been made in every part of the
world, ia the Phillipine Islands, in Cuba, and even in Russia, that concessicn shall have to
be made in londia. (Cheers). Gentlemen, I trustmany of you will live to see that day.
1 hope that the Hon’ble Gentleman whom we are going to elect as President to-day
will then take the same lead among us as he is doing to-day. (Cheers). With these
remarks, [ have great pleasure in seconding the motion that the Hon'ble Mr, Gokbale be
elected President of the Congress. ( Cheers).

SirpaR Gur CaarRaN SiNou oF Punyas :—

Mgr. PresipENT AND GesTuMEN.— After the eloquent speeckes which you have heard
I am afraid I will eut a very bad figure. As you can see frem my dress § come frem the
Punjab which has been called the sword hand of India and 1 have the pleasure of support-
ing the resolution that the Hon’ble Mr. Gokbale ehonld take the chair of ihis Congress.
The Panjab is situated ata fur groater distance from Bombay than any other Province ; but
Ican assure you that wo in the Punjab have more respact, more admiration and mors love
for M_l-_ Gokhale than any other Provinee of 1ndia. ( Voice ro, no). We are selfi<h perhaps
in this respoct but in our love and loyalty and patriotism we yield to none. (Cheers). Mr.
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Gokhnle whosn loyalty ..and_ patriotism have been admitted by papers like the Piancer,
who bas created a seusation in Buraps s an advocate of popular eause of India. When
you have a l’re.ls'i(].enh like him, who wili sy that this is not a National Assembly? Weare
;,::fi’ir-l; blf;s: critigised that the Congress does not represent the popular classes of

i only the iutellectual classes; bub seeing an nssembly a5 we have
got here, low can any one say thatit is not a representative assembly? As we see
from the words tha twenty-first Cougress it is the tweuty-first vyear that
{.}.HS' agsembly 13 gomg to enter ou to-day; it altains the nge “of mnjo;ity. in
India the age of majority is 18 hut for any person who ls got a guardian the oge i3 213
(langhter) the Congress bns been cherished and brought up under the guardinnship of
British rule and it is under that guardian that to-day it attains its majority (cheers)
I feel very sunguine that as the boy is attaining his majority his request will be listened
to and I hove it will be granted; and asa humble representative from the Punjab I have a
further desire and wish to say that under the presidency ofan able and honourable gentle-
maun like Mr. Gokhiale, we shall, [ bope, be able to give a coustitution to the Congress; so that
instead of working only for three days and passing resolntions wa shall do useful work
over the whole year. Instead of being taunted ns men who pass resolations and go home
we should send wen from viliage to viilage and district to district to show to the world and
India that this is an assembly which works and works and does not talk enly (cheers),
The Chairman of the Reception Committee said that he belonged to the agricultural classes.
1 am afraid Lamin the same boat. Therefore you cannot expect much eloquence from me. 1
have said in a few blunt sentences what I thonght best. As compared with the eloquent
gentlemen from Bengal we cub very poor figure. Gentlemen, I will not detain you any
further but will enly say that I am here to support the resoiution so elogquently proposed
uud seconded by the previous speakers (cheers).

Mr. R. N. Mudholkar Bao Bahadur of Amraoti:~—

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlemen:—1 bave great yleasure in snpporting the nomi.
nation of the Hon'ble Mr. Gokbule to the Chair of this Congress. Mr. Gokhale’s nume
Lias become a household word amongst us (cheers). IFor years past he has devoted his
great talents to the service of Lis countrymen. He balongs to that class of our Poona
friends who scorning all ideas of personul interest and persounl gain have devoted them-
selves to the good of sur conntry. They have sserificed themselves on the altar of public
duty (cheers). For 18 years he bas worked on a bare pittaoce as Professor of the Fergus-
son College. Along with that work he bas luboured for the political emancipation of our
country, Now during the last three yeara he has been workiog in the Imperial Legislative
Council. What spleudid work he has done for you in England everyone who has cared to
read the papers knows. That is not the only service be bas done or purposes to do. There
is one other worl;, one great and important work whick he has done and to which no
reference has been made and to which 1 wish to refer in particular. That great work is the
foundation of a Society to bacalled the Servants of India Society (cheers). Gentlemen,
the vast and great work which has been dove in Cathiolic vouniries by the Jesuits ani all
other persons who abandon the world and devote themnselves to the cauge of relizion—that
kind of work in regard to our political emancipation is aimedat by this Society, The mem-
bers of this Society are to live on a bare pittance, denying themselves the necessury comforts
of life ; they want to labour te educate their countrymen in their political rights,in their
duties of citizensbip, to work for the good and elevation of the whole country. A person like
that who has made continuous sacrifice dnring the last 20 years is fit to be the head of that asso-
ciation and lead on young men to that goal which all of us should aim at, namely, to sacrifice
all our own personal ambitious anddevote ourselves te the good of our country. Gentlemen,
Benares must consider itself as having obtained a peealiar privilegeand a peculiar honeur,in
having such a gentleman as the President of the Cougress to be beld here. With these
remarks [ have great pleasure in supporting the resolution so ably moved by Pandit
Bisbumbher Nath seconded by our friend Mr. I C. Dutt,

Mr. G. Subramania Iyer:—Mr. President, Tadies and Gentlemen:—1 have great pleasure
in supporting this pmposition. As a senior worker in the field of lndian Politics and ag an
admirer 1 have observed for tbe last 20 years and lonaer the work of Br. Gakhale, the
public career of Mr, Gokhale with the greatest interest. First as the Lditor of the gunrterly
journal of the * Poona Sarvajanic Sabha ™ his ability as a writer and as a politieinn cone
to public notice. Then as a junior member of the lIndign National Conyrrss his
speeches were marked by great cogency of argmment, and by power of facts and
figures fapplause). He was one of the four wituestes hefors the Welby Commission ;
and happening to. ba one of the four, 1 had peculiar opportuuities of observing
the great ability and knowledga which he brought to bear on the exceedingly valu-
able evidence which he placed before that Roval Commission. And after his return
he worked with conspicuous success as President of the Municipal Council of T'oona,

His ability, deligence and knowledgo mecessarily brought him to the notice of the
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Government and his follow-citizans of Bombay. And he was chosep as o m_ember of
the Bombay Legislutive Oouncil. There his nl_)ility.mr.lrked il?lll.for a higher position n_nd
it was & comparative waste of talents to keep him within the limits of the local Legislative
Council. Thersfore he was pushad up to the Viceroy's Laglsl_atwe Council where his bril-
liant work has been acknowledged universally throughout this country. Sir Pherozeshah
Mehta and Dir. Sayani first introduced a new tone in the debates of the LPgis_lative_Oouucil.
Their speeches by their novelty, couraga and fearlessness opened the eyes of officials and
made Sir James Westland exclaim : * You gentlemen of the Congress are introducing Con-
gress Politics into the dignifiad chamber of the Council.” Mr. Gokhule raised still further
the diguity and character of the debate in the Viceregal Council. My friend Mr. Duté bas
referred to the wonderful effect and astonishment which his first budyzet speech in the Vice-
roy’s Couuncil produced ; but of course to those who had not watched hLis career it came as a
wonder and bewilderment, but to the few who had watched his public utterances and writings
the ability which marked his speeches in the Legislative Council was by no means a reveia-
tion. Gentlemen, I need not refer further to the brilliant worlc be has dons in England as our
delegate. If he had not done anything else, only for the work he has achieved during the
last fow weeks in England he bas written kis name indelibly in the hearts of the people.
To.day the name of Mr. Gokhale is as dear to me and to us in Madrag as it is to those in
the Punjab, Bengal and other Provinces. If the Congress has not done anything else to us
it has enabled us to discover our great men, to discover who are the leaders in whom we
can place our trust, who can lead us to success and victory in the great battle-fisld of polii-
tics. Gentlemen, I have great plensure in supporting the praposition, (Cheers).

The Chairman : —DBrother delegates, the proposal that Mr. Gokhale be elected as the
Prosident of the Congress has been moved, seconded and supported. L will put it to the vote.
1 hope it will be carried by acclamation.

The rasolution was carried amidst the most enthusiastic and prolonged cheering und
shouting of “Bande Mataram,” .

The Homourable Mr, Gokhale who was iodacted into the Presidential Chair rose
amidst deafening cheers and thus addressed the assembly :—

FELLOW-DELEGATRS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I thank youw from the bottom of my heart for the great, the signal honour, which you
have conferred upon me by electing me to preside over your deliberations this year. As
has been said by more than one of my predecessors, the Presidentship of the Congress is
the highest distinction, which it is in the power of our countrymen to bestow upon any one;
and proud indeed is that moment in an Indian’s life, when be receives at your hands this
most conspicuous mark of your confidence and your favour. As I, however, stand befora
you to-day, it is not so much the bonour of the position, great as that is, as the responsibility,
which it imposes upon me, that occupies my thoughts. WWhen I was first invited nearly
four months sgoto accept this office, we were able to see on the horizon only the small
cloud—no bigger than a man’s hand. Since thea the sky has been overcast and for some
time a storm has been raging ; and it i8 with rocks ahead and angry waves beating around
that I am called upon to take charge of the vessel ofthe Congress. Even the stoutest
heart among us may well own to a feeling of anxiety in sach a situation. Let us, however,
bhumbly trust that in this holy city of Denares, the Divine guidance, on which we may
securely throw ourselves, will not fail us, and that the united wisdom and patriotism of tha
delegates nssembled will enable the Congress to emerge from the preseat crisis with
unimpaired and even enhanced prestige and usefulness.

THE PRINCE AND PRINCESS OF WALES.

Gentlemen, our first duty to-day is to offer our most loyal and dutiful welcome to
Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Prinecess of Wales on the occasion of this their first
visil to India. The Throne in England is above all parties—beyond all controversies. 1%
is the permanent seat of the majesty, the honour and the beneficence of the British Empire.
And in offering our homage to its illustrious occupants and their heirs and representatives
wa not only perform a loyal duty, but also express the gratitude of our hearts for all that i;
noble and high-minded in England’s connection with India. The late Queen-Empress
again, was known, within the Jimits of her constitutional position, to exercise during her
reign her vast influence in favour of a policy of justice and sympathy towards the Iudian
people. We can never forget that the great Proclamation of 1838, on which we take our
stand so largely in our constitutional struggle, was not only in spirit but also in substance
her own declaration of the principles, on which India was to be governed. The present
King-Emperor has announnced his resolve to walk in the foot-steps of his mother, and we
h_ave no doubt that the Prince of Wales is animated by the same desire to see a ’policy of
righteousness pursued towards India. We rejoice that His Royal Highness and his noble
consort have come out amongst us to acquaint themselves personally with the ancient civi-
lization of this country and its present condition. The Congress earnestly and respectfully
wishes Their Royal Highnesses a most successful tdur through India, and it humbly trusts
that the knowledge they will acquire and the recollections they will carry back with them

will constitute a fresh bond of sympthy and attachment botween ¢ ily i
England the Princes and People of this country. a the Loyal Family ia
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THE NEW VICEROY.

The Congress also offers a most cordial and respectful welcome to Their Excellencies
Locd and Lady Minto. The new Viceroy assumes the responsibilities of his office at a critienl
juncture, The temper of the people, so sorely tried during the last three years, calls for
the exercise of wise nnd statesmanlike conciliation on the part of these who are in authority,
if further estrangement between the rulers and tbe ruled is to be prevented. I earnestly
trust that such concilintion will ba forthcoming. Meanwhile a special responsibility rests
apop all to see to it that the immediate task that confronts His Excellency is not mnde
morve dificult than it already is. The difficulties of the situation aro not of Lord Minto’s
creating, and he has a right to expact the co-operation of both the officials and the public
in bis endeavours to terminate a state of tension, which has already produced deplorable
results and which cannot be prolenged without serious detriment to the best interests of
the country.

LORD CURZON'S ADMINISTRATION.

Gentlemen, how troe it is that to everything there is an end! Thus even the Vice-
royalty of Lord Curzon bas come to & close! For seven long years, all eyes had constantly
to turn to one masterful figure in the land,—now in admiration, now in astonishment, more
often inanger and in pain, till at last it has become difficult to realize that o change hag
really come. For a parallel to such an administration, we must, I think, go back to the
times of Aurangzeb inthe history of our own country. There we find the same attempt
at a rule excessively centralized and intensely personal, the same strenuous purpose, the
same overpowering cousciousness of duty, the same marvellous capacity for work, the same
sense of loneliness, the same persistence in a polioy of distrust and repression, resulting
in bitter exasperation all round, | think even the mest davoted admirer of Lord Curzon
cannot ¢laim that he has strengthened the foundations of British rule in India. Ia some
respects, his Lordship will always be recognized as one of the greatest Englishmen that ever
came out to this country., His wanderful intellectual gifts, his brilliunt powers of espression,
his phenomenal euergy, his boundless enthusinsm for work,—these will ever be a theme of
just and nostinted praise. But the gods are jealous, and amidst such lavish endowments,
they withheld from him a sympathetic imagination, without which no man can ever
understand an alien people ; and it is a sad truth that to the end of his administralion
Lord Clurzon did not really understand the people of India. This was at the root of his
many inconsistencies and made him a perpetual puzzle to most men, And thus the man,
who professed in all sincerity, before he assnmed the reins of office, his great anxiety to
show the utmost deference to the feelings and even the prejudices of those over whom he
was set to rule, ended by denonncing in unmeasured terms not ogly the present generation
of Indians but also their remote nncestors and even the ideals of their race, which they
cherish above everything else ; he, who, in the early part of bis administration, publicly
warned the official classes that **official wisdom is not so transcendantas to bs superior to
the stimulus and guidance” of public opinion and who declared that in the present state of
India “the opinion of the edncated classes is one which it is not statesmanship to ignore or
to despise,” ended by trampling more systematically upon that opinion than any
of his predscessors, and claiming for his own judgment and that of his official col-
leagues a virtual charactor of infallibility, The fact is that Lord Curzen came to
India with certain fised ideas. To him lndia was a couniry, where the Englishman
was to monopolize for all time all power and talk all the while of duty. The Indian’s only
business was to be governed and it was a sacrilege ou his part to have any other aspiration.
In his scheme of things there was no room for the educated classes of the econntry; and
baving failed te amuse them for any length of time by an empty show of taking them into
his confidence, he proceeded in the end to repress them. Even in his last furewell speech
at the Byculla Ciub in Bombay, India exists only as a scene of the Englishman’s labours,
with the toiling millions of the country—eighty per cent., of the population—in the back-
ground. The remaining twenty per cent, for auglt they aro worth, might as well be
gently swept into the sea! Had Lord Curzon been less self-centred, had he had more
humility ia his natare, he might perhaps have discovered his mistake before it was too late,
This would probably have enabled him to avoid giving so much offence and causing so
mach pain as he unhappily did during the last two years, but I doubt if the main current
of his administration would even then have flowed in another channel. Lord Carzon’s
highest ideal of statesmanship is efficiency of administration. He does not believe in what
Mr, Gladstone used to call the principle of liberty as a factor of human progress. He
has no sympathy with popular aspirations, and when he finds them among a subject peaple,
he thinks he is rendering their country n service by trying to put them down. Thus in hig
Byeulla Club speech he actnally stated that he had not offered pelitical concessions to the
people of India, because he *“did not regard it as wisdom or statesmanslip in the interests
of India itself to do so!” Taking Lord Curzon at his highest, we find bim engaged in a
herculean attempt to strengthen the Englishman’s monopoly of power in India and stem the
tide of popular agitation and discontent rousing the members of the bureaucracy to a
sense of duty similar to his own and raising the standard of administrative efficiency all
reand, The attempt has failed, as it was bound to fail, Never was discontent in India
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more acute and widespread than when the late Viceroy Iaid down the reins of office sand
as regards the bureaucratic monopoly of power, I think we are seusibly wearer the time
when it will be successtully assailed.

One claim Lord Carzon advanced in his farewell speech at Bombay, which it is necea-
sary to exmmine a little. Ho told his heavers, as he had done ono:s_betore-—on the occasion
ot the last Dudget—that even if he bad inenrred tllq hostility o‘f _educnted lndmn_s,
the masses would be grateful to Lim for what he bad done for them. This attempt to dis-
tinguish between the interests of the educoted classes and those of‘ l_he bulk ?f their
countrymen is a favourite device wilh those who scek to repress the legitimate aspirations
of our people, It is significant that Lord Curzon had never resorted to it till }le bud finally
broken with the educated classes. We know of course that the distinction is unreal and
ridiculous and we know also that most of those who use it a3 a eonvenient means to dis-
parage the educated classes cannot themsalves reudly believe in it. Lord Curzen mentions the
reduciion of the salt-dutv, the writing off of famine arvears, theiucreased grants to primary
education and to irrigation, the attempt at Police Ileform as measures on which he bases
his claim. The suggesticn lere is that he adopted these measures for the good of the
masses in spite of the opposition—at any rute, the indttfu.rence—-c_)f the educated classes
when the plain fact is that it was the Congress that bad been urging these measures year
after year on the attention of Government andthat it was only after years of persistent agita-
tion that it was able to move the Government in the desired direction. Four years ago,
when, with a surplus of seven crores or nearly five millions sterling iv hand, the Government
of Iudia did not remit any taxation, and 1 ventured to complain of this in Council and to
urga an immediate reduction of the salt-duty, I well remember how Lord Curzon sneered
at those who “talked ghbly” of the burdens of the masses and of the necessity of lowering
the salt-tax as a measure of relief ! Lord Curzon was fortunate in coming to India when the
curreney legislation of Lord Lansdowpe and Sir David _Bnrbour 1lmd succeeded in ariificially
raising the rupee to its present level, thereby enabling the'(: overniment of India to save
about four milliens storling a year on its Home remittances. This, with the recovery of
the opium revenue, placed buge surpluses at Lord Curzon’s disposal throughout his
administration, und e never knew a moment of that financial stress and anxiety, which bis
predecessors had to fuce for a series of years, Considering how large these surpluses have
been, 1 do not think the relief given by Lord Curzon to the tax-payers of the country has
by any means been liberal. Hoe himsell estimated last March the total nmount of this relief
at 7 millions sterling. He did not mention that during the same timme he had taken fromn
the tax-payers 33 millions sterling over and above the requirements of the Government.
Again how paltry is the relief given by the reduction of t:he salt-daty and the wriling
off of famine arrears, compared with the enormous in_|_ury done to the mass of our
people by the artificial raising of the value of the rupes, v?\uch led to & heavy immediate
depreciation of their small savings in silver and whick makes a grisvous addition to
their permanent burdens by indirectly enhancing their assessments and increasing
their debts to the money-lender, as prices adjust themselves to the new Rupee ! Much
hns been made of Lord Curzon’s incrensed grants to primary education. Considering how
little the State dees in Indian for the education of the masses, it would have been
astonishing, if with sueb surpluses Lord Curzen had not made any addition to the
educational expenditure of the country. Dut if be has given a quarter of a million more
to education, he has given five millions a year more tothe Army ;and with reckless
profasion he hasincreased the salaries of Buropean officials in many departments and
has created several new posts for them. “A spirit of expenditure,” to use an expression of
Ir. tiladstone’s, has been abroad inall directions during his time, and he has never
practised the old-fashioned virtue of economy, with which the real interests of the peoule
are bound up. Of course a ruler cannot labour as devotedly as Lord Curzon has done
for seven years for increased efliciency withont removing or mitigating important ad-
ministrative evils; but that is quite different from a claim to champion the special interests
of the masses, as against their patural Jeaders aud spokesmen, the educated classes of the

community, .
d PARTITION OF BENGAL.

Gentlemen, the question that is uppermost in the minds of us all at this moment ig-
the Partition of Bengal. A cruel wrong has been inflicted on our Bengales brethren and
the whole country has been sticred to its deepest depths in sorrow and resentment, as had
never been the case before. The scheme of partition, concocted in the dark and carried
out in the face of the ficreest opposition that any Government ineasure has encountered
during the last half a century, will always stund as a complete illustration of the worst fea-
tures of the present system of bureaucratie ruie - its wvtter contempt for, publie opinian, its
arrogant pretentions to superior wisdom, jts reckless disregard of the most cherished feelings
of the people, the mockery of an appeal to its sense of justice, its cool preference of Service
interests to those of the governed. Lord Curzon and his advisers—if ho ever had any ad-
visers—could never allege that they hiad no means of judging of the defth of publio feeling
in the matter. All that could possitly Lave been done by way of a respectiul represcuta-
tion of the views of the people had been done, As seon us ib was known that a partition of
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some sort was contemplated, meeting after meeting of protest was held, till over five hon-
dred public meetings in all parts of the Provinee bad proclaimed in no uncertain voice that
the attempt to dismember a compact and homogenous provicee, to which the people were
passionately attached and of which they were justly proud, was deeply resented and would
be resisted to the uttermost. Memorinls to the same effect poured in upon the Viceroy. The
Secretary of State for India was implored to withheld his sanction to the proposed measure,
The intervention of the British Honse of Uommouns was sought first by. a monster petition,
gigned by sizty-thousand people, and Iater by meuns of a debats on the sutbject raised in the
House by our ever-watchful friend, Mr. Herbert Roberts. All proved unavailing. The
Viceroy had made np his mind. The officials under him had expressed approval. What
business had the people to have an opinion of their own and to stand in the way? Toadd
insult to injury, Lord Curzon described the opposition to his measure as “manufactured”—
an opposition in which all classes of Indians, high and low, wuneducated and educated,
Hiundus and Mahomadans had jrined, an opposition than which pothing more intense,
nothing more wide-spread, nothieg more spontaneous bad been seen in this country in the
whole course of onr political agitation | Let it be remembered that when the late Viceroy
cast this stigma on those who were ranged against his proposals, not a single
public pronouncement in favour of those proposals bad been made by any section
of the community ; and that among foremost opponents of the measure were men like Sir
Jotindra Mohan Tagore and Sir Guradas Banerji, Raja Peary Bohaun Mukerji and Dr.
Rash Behary Ghose, the Maharajas of Mymensing and Kassimbazar,~~men whokeep them
selves aloof from ordinary politicul agitation and never say a word calculated in any way to
embarass the aathorities, and who came forward to oppose publicly the Partition project
only from an overpowering dense of the necessity of their doing what they could to avert a
dreaded calamity. 1f the opinions of even such nen are to be brushed aside with contempt,
if all Indinns are to be treated as no better than dumb, driven cattle, if men, whom any
other country would delight to honour, are to be thus made to realize the atter humiliation
and helplessness of their position in their own, then all I can say is “Goodbye to all
hope of co-operating in any way with the bureaucracy in the iuterests of the people!” I
can conceive of no graver indictment of British rule than that such a state of things should
be possible after a hundred years of that rale.

Gentlemen, 1 have carefully gone through all the papers which have been published
by the Government on this subject of Partition. Three things bave struck me forcibly—

determination to dismember Bengal ab all costs, an anxiety to promots the interests of

Assam at the expense of Bengal, and a desire to suit everything to the interestz and con-
venience of the Civil Service. It is not merely that a number of new prizes have been
thrown into the lap of that Service—one Lioutenant-Governorship, two Memberships of the
Board of Revenue, one Commissionership of a Division, several Secretaryships and Under.
Secretaryships—but alternative schemes of readjustment have been rejected on the express
ground that their adoption wounld be unpoepular with members of the Service. Thus even it
a reduction of the charge of the Lisutenant-Governor of Beneal had really become inevitable—
a contention, which the greatest living authority on the subject, Sir Henry Cotton, who wag
Secretary to the Bengal Government under seven Lisutenant-Governors, does not admit—
one would bave thought that the most natural course to take was to separate Behar,Orissaand
Chota Nagpur from Bengal and form them into a separate Province. This would have made
the Western Province one of 30 millions in place of the Eastern. But this,saysthe Goveril-
ment of [ndis, “would take from Bengal all its best districts and would make the Province
universally unpopular.’® This was of course a fatal ebjection, for compared with the dis-
pleasure of the Civil Service, the trampling under foot of public opinion and the outraging of
the deepest fuelings of a whole people was a small matter ! But one can see that administra-
tive considerations were really only secondary in the determination of this question. The dis-
membermeut of Bengal had become necessury, beruuse in the view of the Goevernment of
India, “it cannot be for the lasting good of any country or any people that public opinion or
what passes for it should be manufactured by a comparatively small number of people at a
single centre and shounld be disseminated thence for univarsaladoption, all other view, being
discouraged or suppressed.’”” “Frowm every point of view," the Government furtber states *it
appoars to us desirable to encourage the growth of centres of independent opinion, loeal as.
pirations, local ideals and to preserve the growing intellizence and enterprise of Bengal from
being cramped and stuated by the process of forcing it pramatarely into a mould of rigid
and sterile uniformity.” You will see that this i) only a paraphrase, in Lord (Curzoa’s most
approved style, of the complaint of the people of Bengal that their fair Proviuco has been
dismembered to destroy tbeir growing solidarity, eheck their national aspirations and weak-
en their power of co-operating for national ends, lessen the influence of their educated
classes with their countryineu, and reduce the political importauce of Calcatta, After this
let no apologist of the late Viceroy pretend that the object of the partition was adwinis-
trative convenience and not political repression!

Gentlemen, it is difficalt to speak in terms of due restraint of Lord Carzon’s condoet
throughout this affair. Having published his earlier and emaller scheme for publie
criticism, it was his clear duty to publish similurly the later and larger scheme, which ha

“afterwards substitated for it, But iu consequence of the opposition which the firat schemne
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encounterad, he abandoned the idea of taking the public any more iuto his ‘conﬁ«lance and
procesded to work in the matter in the dark. For more thau a year nothing further was
heard of his inteations, and while he was silently elaborating the detuils of Ins_ measure, he
allowed the impression to prevail that the Government bad abandoned the Pn,rtmon project,
And in the end, when he had succeeded in securing the Secrotary of State’s sanction to
the scheme, it was from Simla, where be and his officinl collengues were beyond the
reach of public opinion, that he sprang the ﬁ}lal orders of (Government upon an unprepared
people. Then suddenly came his resignation. And the pe{ople permitted themselves
for a while to hope that it wounld bring them at least a brief respite, especially as Mr.
Brodrick had promised shortly before to present further papers on the subject to Parlia-
ment and that was understood to mean that the scheme would not be brought into
operation till Parliament reassembled at the beginuing of next yeur. Of course, after
Lord Curzou's resignation, the only proper, the only dignified course for him was to take
no step, which it was difficult to _revoke and the consequences of which would have to
be faced, not by bim, but by his successor; he owed it to Lord Minte to give him
su opportanity to examine the question for himself; he 9wed it to the Roynl visitors
not to plange the Jargest Province of India into violent agitation and grief on the eve
of their visit to it. But Lord Curzen was determined to purtition Bengal before he left
India and so le rushed the necessary legislation through the Legistative Council at
Simla, which only the official members could attend, and enforced his orders on
16th October last—a day observed as one of universal moarning by all clnsses of
cople in Bengnl. And now, while he himself has gone from [ndia, what a sea of troubles
Ee has bequeathed to his successor! Fortunately, there are grounds to believe that Lord
Minto will den]l with the sitnation with tact, firmness, and sympathy, and it seems he has
already pulled up to some extent Lord Curzon's favourite Lieutenant, the firsl ruler of the
new Eastern Province. Mr. Fuller has evidently cast to the winds all prudence, all restraint,
all sevse of respousibility. Even if a fraction of what the papers have been reporting be true,
his extraordinary doings must receive the attention of the new Secretury of State for India
and the House of Commons. There is no snrer method of goading a docile people into a
state of dangerous despair than the kind of hectoring and repression he has been atlempting.
But, gentlemen, as has been weli said, even in things evil there is a soul of pgooduess,
and the dark times, through which Bengal has passed and is passing, bave not been with-
out a message of bright hope for the future. The tremendous wpheaval of popular feeling,
which has taken place ia Bengal in consequeuce of the partition, will constitute a land-
mark in the history of our national progress. For the first time since DBritish rule began,
all sections of the Indian Commuuity, without distinction of caste or creed, have been moved
by a common impulse and without the stimulus of external pressure to nact together in
offering resistance to # common wrong. A wave of trus national conscionsness has swept
ovar the Province, and at its tonch old barriers have, for the time at auy rate, been thrown
down, personal jealousies have vanished, other controversies have been husbed | Bengal's
beroic stand against the oppression of a harsh and uncoutrolled bureaucracy has astonished
end gralified all India, and her sufferings have not been endured in vain, when they have
belped to draw closer all parts of the country in sympathy and in aspiration. A great rush
snd uprising of the waters, such as bas been recently witnessed in Bengal, cannot take place
without a litile inundation over the banks here and thers. These little excesses are in-
ovitable, when large masses of men move spontaneously—especinlly when the movement
is from darkness unto light, from bondage towards freedoin,—aund they must not be allowed
to disconcert us too much. The most outstanding fact of the situation is that the public
life of this country has received an accession of strength of greut importance, and for this
all India owes n desp debt of gratitude to Bengal. (f course the difficulties which confroat
the leaders of Bengal are enormous and perbaps they have only just begun. But I know
there is no disposition to shrink from any responsibilities and 1 have no doubt that whatever
saciifices are necessary will be cheerfully made. All India is at their back and they will
receive in their work that lies before them the cordial sympathy and assistance of the other
Proviuces. Aoy discredit, that is allowed to fall on them, affects us all. They on their
side must not forget that the bovour of all India is at present in their keeping.

THE SWADESHI MOVEMENT.

Gentlemen, b will now say a few words on a movement which has spread so rapidly
and bas been bailed with so much enthusiasm all over the country during the last fow months
—the Swadesht movement. It is necessary at the outset to distinguish it from another
movement, started in Bengal, whick has really given it such immense impetua—the boycott
of British goods. We all know that when our Bengali brethren found that nothing would
tarn the late Viceroy from his purpose of partitioning Bengal, that all their protests in the
Press and on the platform, all their memorials to him, to the Secretary of State and to
Parliament were ubavailing, that the Government exercised its despotic strenath te
trample on their most cherished feelings and injure their dearest interests and that no
protection against this of any kind was forthcoming from any quarter, they, in their extremity,
resolved to have recourse to this boycott movement. This they did with a two fold object—
first as & demonstration of their deep recentment at the treatment they were receiving, and
secondly to attract the attention of the psople in England to their grievances, so that thosg
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wha were in & position to call the Goverament of Tndia to account might understand what
was tuking place in India. It was thus as a political weapon, used for a definits political
parpose, that they had recourse to the boycott; and in the circumstauces of their position
they had every justification for the step they took. And I can tell you from personal
experience that their action has proved immensely effective in drawing the attention of
English people to the state of things in our country. But a weapon like this must ba
resarved only for extreme oceasions. There are obvious risks involved in its failure and it
cannot be used with sufficient etfoctiveness, unless there is an extraordinary uplbieaval of
popular feeling bebiad it. 1t is bound to rouse angry passions on the other side, and no
true well-wisher of his country will be responsible for provoking such passions, except under
a0 overpowering sense of necessity. On an extreme occasion, 6f course, a boycotting
demonstration is perfectly legitimate, but that oceasion must be one to drive all clisses, ag
in Bengal, to act with one impulse, and make all leaders sink their personal differences in
the presence of a common danger. 1t is well to remember that the term “boycott” owing
to its origin, bas got uncavoury associations, and it conveys to the mind before everything
else & vindictive desire to injure another. Such a desire on our part, as a normal feature of
our relations with England, is of course out of the question. Moreover, if the boycott is
confined to British goods only, itleaves us free to purchase the goods of other foreignu
countries aud this dues not help the Swadeshi movement in any way.

Gentlemen, the true Swadeshi movement is both a patriotic and an economic movement.
The idea of Swadesh or * one’s own country” is one of the noblest conceptions that have
over stirred the beart of humanity. As the poet asks,—

‘“ Bréathes there the man with sou!so dead
Who never to himself hath said,—
This is my own, my naiive land |”

The devolion to motherland, which is enshrined in the highest Swadeshi, is an influence
80 profound and so passionate that its very thought thrills and its actoal touch lifts one
out of oneself, Indin needs to-day ahove everytbing el:e that the gospel of this devotion
should be preached to high and low, to prince and to peasant, in town and in bhamlet,
till the service of motherland becowes with us a8 overmastering a passion as it is in Japan,
The Swadeshi movement, as it is ordinarily uaderstood, preseats one part of this gospel
to the mnass of our people in a form, which brings it within their comprehension. It turns
their thoughts to their country, accustoms them to the idea of voluntarily making some
sacrifice for her szke, enables them to take an intelligent interest in her economic develop-
ment and teaches them the important lesson of co-operating with one another for a national
end, All this is most valuable work, and those who undartake it are entitled to fes! that
they are engaged in a highly patriotic mission. But the movement on its material side
is an economic one ; and though self-denying ordionances, extensively entered into, must
gerve a valuable economic purpose, namely, to ensure a ready cousnmption of such articles
a3 are produced in the conntry and to furnish a perpetnal stimalus to production by keep-
ing the demand for indigenous things larpely in excess of the supply, the difficnlties that
surround the question economically are so great that they require the co-operation of
every available agency to surmount them. The problem is indeed one of the first magnitade.
Twelve yoars ago, the late Mr. Ranade remarked at an Induastrisl Conference held at
Poona :—** The political dominaiion of one country by another attraets far roore atteation
than the more formidable, though unfelt domication, which the capital, eaterprise and
skill of one country esercize over the trade and manufactures of anothar. This latter
domination has sn insidious influence, which paralyzss the springs of all the varied activities,
which together make up the life of a nation.” The question of production is a question
of capital, enterprize and skill, and in all these factors, our deficiency at present is very
great. \Whoever can Lelp in iny one of these fields is, therefore, a worker in the Swadeshi
cauge and should be welcomed as sach. Not by methods of exclasion but by those of
comprehension, not by insisting on every one working in the same part of the field but
by lsaving each one free to select his own corner, by attracting to the cause all who are
likelv to help and not alienating any who are already with us, are the difficuities of the
problem likely to be overcome. Above all, let us see to it that there are no fresh divisions
in the country in the name of Swadeshism. No greater perversion of its true spirit could be
imagined than that,

Take the quesiion of cotton piece-goods, of which we import at present over 22 millions
sterling wortha year. This is by far the heaviest item among our imports and our present
Swadeshi agitation is directed mainly towards producing as much of these goods in our
own country as possible. I have consalted three of the best experts available in lndiaon

his subject—31r. Bezanjiof Nagpur, the right band man of the late Mr. Tata in mill matters,
the Hon. Mr. Vithaldas Damodardas, who has written an admirable paper on the Cotton
Induastry for the Industrial Conference and has kindly placed a copy of it at my disposal, and
our friend Mr. Wacha, They are all agreed about the requirements and the difficultios of the
sitnation. Ho far as cotton fabrics are concerned, even strict Free T'raders should have
nothing to say against the encouragement, which the Siwadeshi movement secks to give to their
manafecture in India, o the first place, many of the usual objections that may be urged
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against a system of State protection do not apply to helpful voluntary action on the part of
consumers, such ng the Swadeshi movement endeavours to promote, Moreoyer, the essence of
Free Trade is that a commodity sbonld be produced \vhfsl'e the _ compm‘m}we cos!; of its pro-
duction is the least and that it should be consumed wller9 its relnm_ve vnl_ue is the highest ; nnd
if accidental circumstances bave thwarted such an adjustment in a given case, any agency
which seeks to overcome the impediment, works in the ead in the interests of true Free Tiade.
Now everyone will admit that with cheap labour and cotton ab he.r own door, lpd:a enjoys
exceptional advantages for the manufacture qf cotton goods ; qu if th_e Swadeshi movemnent
helps ber to regain her natural pesition io this respect—a position w'hlch shq once occupied

but out of which she has been driven by an extraordinary combination of circumstances—
the movement works not against buot in furtherance of trne Eree Trade. Ev_en at present
the Cotton Industry in India is an important one. It 1s the largest industry after
agriculture in the country ; it is also the ouly one—agticulture excepted—in which the

Indians themselves have a substantial share, It is represented by a paid-up _capital of
about 17 crores of rupees or a little over 11 millions sterling, the number of .n_nlls ben_mg

about 200, with five million spindles and fitty thousand power-looms. ln addition to this,

there are, according to the Census of 1901, about a quarter of a million persons engaged

in handloom weaving in the country. Our mills cousume nearly 60 per cent., of the cotton

yroduce of India and produce 58 erore lbs of yarn, Of this qnantlty,.Mr. Vitbaldas tells us,

about 23} crore lbs is oxported to China and oiher foreign countries, about 134 crores

is used in our weaving mills, and about 19 crores is woven by hand-loom weavers,

the remaining 2 crores going to the manufacture of rope and twine. In addition to this,

3 crore lbs of yara is imported from the United Kingdom, and is coosumed by the band-

looms. The hand-loom industry of the country thus absorbs, in spite of its hard struggles,

about 22 crore 1bs of yarn, or pearly double the quantity woven by power-looms, and this

is a most interesting and signifieant fact. The yarn used by the weaving miils produces

about 55 crores of yards of cloth, of which about 14 erore yards is exported to foreign

countries and about 41 crores is left for consamption in the country. If we put down

the production of the hand-looms at about 90 crore yards, we have about 130 crore yards -
a8 Lhe quantity of Swadeshi cloth consumed at present in ludia,

The qnantity of piece-goods imported from the United Kingdom and retained for use
in the country is about 205 crore yards ayear. Of the total cloth consumed, therefore, over
one-third is at present Swadeshi. This is an encouraging feature of the situation. But
the imported cloth is almost all superior in quality. * While our mills,” Mr. Vithaldas
says, “produce the coarser cloth, say from yarn up to 30s count and in a few cases up to
40s, the bulk of the imported cloth is of the finer quality, using yarn over 30s count. The
Jndian weaving mills are obliged to restrict themselves for the most part to weaving coarser
cloth owing to the inferior quality of cotton now grown in the country.”” It may be noted that
even from existing cotton, hand-looms can, owing to their greater delicacy of handling the
yarn, produce finer cloth than the power-looms. Fortunate}y owing to the exertions of the
Agricultural Department of the Bombay Government—exertions for which it is entitled to the
best thanks of the whole country—Egyptian cotton bas just been successfully introduced into
fiiad, and this year a thousand bales of a quality equal to very good Egyptian have been
produced. A much heavier crop is expected next year and there is no doubt that its culti.
vation will rapidly extend. The main difficulty in the way of our manufacturing the
quality of cloth that is at present imported is one of capital. Mr. Wacha estimates that
if the whole quantity of 205 erore yards is to be produced by mills, the Industry requires
an additional capital of about 30 ecrores of rupees. Even if we propose to spread this
over ten years, we should require an addition of 3 crores of rupees every year, Now if
we turn to the Statistical Abstract of British India, we shall find that the total increase
in the capital invested in cotton mills during the last ten years has been only about
3 crores,—an amount that Mr. Wacha wants every year for ten years. The normal deve-
Jopment of the mill industry is thus plainly unequal to the requirements of the situation.
Moreover it i3 well to remember what Mr. Bezanji says—that the present mill-owners
must not be expected to be very keen about the produnction of finer cloth, becanse
its magpufacture is much less paying than that of the coarser cloth, Thisis due to va-

rious causes, the principal one among them being that Euglish capital, similarly invested,
i satisfied with a smaller range of profits. Capital from other quarters must, therefore,
be induced to come forward and undertake this business. If we again turn to the Statis-
tical Abstract, we shall find that our people hold about 50 crores of rupees in Government
Securities and about 11 crores in Postal Savings Banks, the private deposits stand at nbont
38 crores of rupees, but there are no means of ascertaining how much of the amount is
beld by Indians. Considering the extent of the country and the numbers of the popula-
Lion, these resources are, of course, extremely meagre. Still they might furnish some
part of the eapital needed. In this connection may I say that a special responsibility now
rests in the matter on the Aristocracy of Bengal! And this not merely because the
Swadeshi movement is being so vigorously advocated in theic Province, but also because
owing to the Permanent Settlement of Dengal they are enabled to enjoy resources, which
in other parts of India, are swept iuto the coffers of the State. If sufficient capital is
forthcoming, Mr. Bezanji's patriotizta may, I am sure, be relied on to secure for the un-
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dertaking whatever assistanca his great capacity and unrivalled knowledge can give, It
must, however, be admitted that capital will come forward only cautiously for this branch
of the business. But the hand-looms are likely to prove of greater immediate service.
Mr. Vithaldas looks forward to & great revival of the hand-loom industry in the country,
and | caunot do better than quote what he says on this pointin his paper. ¢ This village
industry,” be says, “gives means of livelihood not only to an immensenumber of the weav-
er clasg but afford means of supplementing their incoms to agriculturists—the backbone
of India—who usually employ themselves on hand-looms, when field-work is unnecessary
and also when, owing to fumine, drought or excessive rains, agricultural operations are
not possible. Now the npparatus with which they work is nearly two centuries behind
the times. Mr.Havell, Principal of Ualcutta School of Art, Mr. Chatterton of the Mad-
ras School of Art, and Mr. Churchill of Bangalore, along with many others, are doing
yeoman’s service by taking keen interest in the guestion of sapplying economical and
improved apparatus to the hand-loom weavars. Mr. Havell has pointed out that in prepar«
ing the work our hanl.loom weavers are incapable of winding more than {wo
threads at a time, though the simplest mechanical device would enable them to treat 50
or 160 threads simultaneousiy. The Jatest Buropean havd-foom, which successively con-
petes with the power-loom in Cairo and in many places in Europe, enn turn out a maxi-
mum of 48 yards of common cloth in a day. Mr. Havell is satisfied that the greater
portion of the imported cotton cloth can be made in the [ndian hand-looms with great
profits to the whole community. The question of the immediate revival of the hand-loom
weaving industry on a commercial basis demands the most earnest attention of every well
wishar of India and evidence gives promise of a successful issue to efforts put forward in
this direction.”” The outlaok bere is thus hopeful and cheering ; only wo must not fail to
realize that the co-operation of all who can help—including the Government—is needed
to overcome the difficulties that lia in the path,
OUR AIMS AND ASFPIRATIONS.

Gentlemen, this is the tweuty-tirst session of the Indian National Congress. Year
after year, since 1833, we have been assembling in these gatherings to give wvuice to our
aspirations and to formulate our wants, When the movement was first innugurated, we
wera under the influence of that remarkable outburst of enthusiasm for British Rule,
which had been evoked in the conntry by the great Vieceroyalty of the Marquis of Ripon.
The best beloved of India’s Viceroys was not content to offer mere lip-homage to the
principle that righteousness alone exalteth a nation. He had dared to net on it in practice
and he had braved persecution at the hiands of his own countrymen in India for its sake.
Lord Ripon’s noblest service to this country was that he greatly quickened the processes by
which the consciongness of a national purpose comes to establish itself in the minds of a
people. The Congress movement was the direct and immediate outcome of this realiza-
tion. It was started to focus and organize the patriotic forces that were working inde-
pendently of one another in different parts of the country so as to invest their work with
a national character and to increase their general effactiveness. Hope at that time was
warm and faith shone bright largely as a resnlt of Lord Ripon’s Viceroyaity, and those
whao started the Congress believed that by offering their criticism and urging their de-
mands from a nationsl platform, where they could speak in the name of all Iudia, they
would be able to secare & continnous improvement of the administration anda steady
advance in the direction of the political emancipation of the people. Twenty years have
since elapsed and during the time much has happened to chill that hope and dim that
faith, but thers can be no donbt that work of great value in our national life has already

been accomplished. The minds of the people have been familiarized with the iden of & .

united India working for her salvation; a national public opinion has been created ; close
bouds of sympathy now knit together the different Provinces; caste and creed separatious
hamper less and less the pursuit of cammon aim; the dignity of a consciousness of national
existence has spread over the whole land. Our record of political concessions won is,
no doubt, very meagre, but those that have been secured are of considerable value; some
retrogression has been prevented; and it latterly we have been unable to stem the tide of
reactiou, the resistance wa have offerad, though it has fuiled of its avowed purpose, has
substantially strengthened our public life. Our delibarations have exiended over a vary
wide range of problems; public opinion in the country is, in consequence, better informed
and the Press is steadily growing in authority und usefulness. Above all, there i3 a gene-
ral perception now of the goal towards which we have to strive and a wide recoguition of
the arduons charvacter of the struggle and the immenss sacrifices it requires,

The goal of the Congress is that India should be governed in the interests of the
Indians themselves, and that in course of time a form of Government should ba attained
in this country similar to what exists in the self-governing (lolonies of the British Empire.
Tor better, for warse, our destinies are now linked with those of England and the Congress
freely recognises that whatever advance wo soek must be within the Empire itself,
That advance, moreover, can only he gradual, as at ench stage of the progress it may be
necessary for us to pass through a brief course of apprenticeship before we are eaabled to
o to the next one ; for it is a reasonable proposition that the senss of responsivility, re-
quired for the proper eserciss of the polisical institutions of the West, can be acyuired
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by an Eastern people lhrough practieal training and experiment only. To admit this is not
to express any agresment with those who usually oppose ft“ attemnts at reform on the plea
that the people are not ready for it. *Tt is liberty alone,” euys Mr. Gladstone in words ot
profound wisdom, * which fits men for liberty. This provosition, like every other in

olitics, bas its bounds ; but it is far safer than the counter doctrine, wait till they are fit)
While, therefore, we are prepated to allow that an advance towards our goal may be ouly
by reasonably cautious steps, what we emphatically insist on is Ll_mt_ the resources
of the country should be primarily devoted to the work of qualifying the pecple
by means of educalion and in other ways, for such advance. Even the most bigoted
champion of the existing system of administration will not pretend that this is in any
degree the case nt present. Our net revenue is about 44 millions sterling. O this very
pearly one-balf is now eaten up by the Army. The Home Charges, exclusive of their
military portion absorb nearly one-third, These two, between them. nccount for about 34
millions out of 44¢. Then over three millions are paid to European offivials in civil employ.
This leaves only about 7 millions at the disposal of the Government to be applied to other
purposes. Can any one, who realizes what this means, wonder that the Government
spends only a miserable three-quarters of a million out of State fands on the education of
the people —primary, secondary and higher, all put together! Japan came under the influ-
once of Western ideas only forty years ago, and yet already she isin a line with the most
advanced nations of the West in matters of mass education, the State finding furds for the
education of every child of school-goingage. e have now been a bundred years under
England’s rale, and yet to-day four villages out of every five are without a school house and
seven children out of eight are sllowed to grow up in ignorance and in darkuess !
Bilitarism, Service interests and the interest of the English capitilists,—all tuke precedence
to-day of the true interest of the Indiun people in the administration of the country.
Things cannot be otherwise, for it is tha Government of the pecple of one couniry by
the people of another, and this, as Mill points out, i3 bound to produce great evils,
Now the Congress wants that all this should change and that India should be governed,
first and foremast, in the interests of the Iudianmsthemselves. ‘This result will be
achieved only in proportion as we obtain more aud more voice in the government of
our country. e are prepared to bear—and bear cheerfully —our fair sbare of the burdens
of the Empire, of which we are now a part, but we want o participate in the privileges
also, and we object most strongly to being sacrificed, as at present, in order that
others may proper. Then the Congress asks for a redemption of thoss promises for the
equal trentment of Indiausand Englishmen in the Government of this country, which
have been sclemuly given us by the Sovereign and the Parliament of England. It is
now three-quarters of a century since the Parliament passed an Act, which, the Court of
Directors pointed out, meant that there was to be no governing caste in Indis. The gov-
erning caste, bowever, is still as vigorous, as exclusive as ever. Twenty-five yearas later,
the late Queen-Einpress addressed a most memorable Proclamation to the Princes and
people of India. The circumstances, connected with the issue of that Proclamation,
and its noble contents will always bear witness to the true greatness of that great sovereign
and will never cease to shed lustre on the Eunglish name. The Proclamation repeats the
pledges countained in the Charter Act of 1833, and though an astounding attempt was made
less than two years ago by the late Viceroy to explain away its selemn import, the plain
meaning of the royal message cannot be altered without attributing what is nothing less than
an unworthy subterfuge to a Sovereign, the deep reverence for whose memory is an asset of
the Empire. That the Charter Act of 1833 and the Queen’s Proclamation of 1858 have
created in the eyes of reactionary rulers a most inconvenient situation is clear from a blunt
declaration, which another Viceroy of India, the late Lord Lytton, made in a confidential
document, which bas since seen the light of day. Speaking of our claima and expecta«
tions based on the pledges of the Sovereign and the Parliament of Eegland, he wrote :—
“We all know that these claims nnd expeciations never can or will be fulfilled. We have Lad
to choose between prohibiting them (the Natives of India) and cheating them, and we have
chosen the least straight-forward coamrse.........Since 1 am writing confidentially, I do wot
besitate to say that both the Government of England and of India, appear to me up to the
prezent moment, unable to answer satisfactorily the charge of having taken every means in
their power of breaking to the heart the words of promise they had uttered to the ear.”” We
accept Lord Lytton as an unimpeachable authority on the conduct of the Government in
evading the fulfilment of the pledges. We deny his claim to lay dowa that our *claims
and expectations never can or will be fulfilled”,

Our whole future, it is needless to suy, is bound up with this quastion of the relative
position of the two races in this couuntry. The domination of one race over another—
especially wheo there is no great disparity hetween their intellectnal endowments or their
geueral civilization—inflicts great injury on the subject race in a thousand insidious ways.
Ou the moral side, the present sitnation i steadily destroying our capacity for initiative and
dwarfing us as men of astion. Oun the material side, it has resulted in a fearful impoverish-
ment of the people. For a hundred years and more now lodia has besn for members of
the dominant race, a country whers fortunes were tobe made to be taken ont and epent
elsewhere. As in Ireland, the evil of absentee landlordism has in the past aggravated the
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racial domination of the English over the Irish, so in India what may be called absentes
capitalism bas bheen added to the racial ascendancy of Englishmen. ~ A great and ruinous
drain of wealth from the country has gone on for many years, the not excess of exports
over imports {including treasure) during the last forty years amounting to no less than a
thousand millions sterling. The steady rise in the death-rate of the country —from 24 per
thousand, the average for 1882 —84, to 30 per thousand, the average for 1892 -94, and
31 per thonsand, the present avernge,—is a terrible and conclusive proof of this continuous
impoverishment of the mass of our people. 1ndia's best interests —material and moral—
no lass than the honour of England, demand that the policy of equality for the two races
prorpi;ed tby the Sovereign and by Parliamont should "be faithfully and courageously
carried cut,

THE BUREAUCRACY.

Gentlemen, ns I have already observed, the manner in which the Partition of Bengal
bas been carried out furnishes striking illustration of the worst features of the present
system of bureancratic rule. Happily these features are not always so conspicuously in evi-
dence. No one also denies that a large proportion of the members of the burearcracy bring
to their work a high level of ability, a keen sense of duty and & conscientious desire, within
the limits of the restricted opportunities permitted by the predominance of other interests,
to do what good they caun to the people. 1t 1is the system Lhat is really atfault—a system
which relegates the interests of the people to a very subordinate place and which, by put-
ting too much power into the hands of these men, impairs their sense of responsibility and
developes in them a spirit of intolerance of criticism. 1 know many of these men are on
their side constaotly smarting nnder a sense of unfair cendemnation by our countrymen.
They fail to realize that if the criticism that is passed ou their actions is sometimes ill-
informed and even unjust, this is largely due to the veil of secrecy which carefully hides
official proceedinys from the view of the people in India. Moroover, theirs are at present
all the privileges of the position and they must bear without impatience or bitterness its fow
disadvantages. I have already said that our advance towards our goal can only be gradual.
Meanwhile, there is n great deal of work to be doue for the couatry in which officials and
non-officials could join hands. A considerable part of the way we could both go togsther,
but it can ba only on terms consistent with the seif-respect of esither side. In old times,
when British ruls was new and its higher staudards and its more vigourous purposes ex-
cited generaladiniration, the Englishman’s claim toa privileged position, even outside the
sphiere of official duties, was allowed to pass unchallenged. That is now uo lonpger possible
and those officials, who expect the Indians to approach them with bated breath and
whispering humbleness—and the type is not confined to the new Bastern Province
exclosively—uot only make useful relations between the two sides impoessible
but do more harm to their own class than they imagine. In one respect the gulf
between the official and educated classes of the conutry is bound to widen tmore and
more every day. The latter now clearly ses that the bureaucracy is growing frankly
pelfish and openly hostile to their national aspirations. It was not so in the past. lna
most remarkable letter which I had the honour to receive, while in England, two months
ngo, from Mr. Hodgson Pratt—a great and venerated name among all lovers of peace—he
tells us with what object Western education was introduced into this country. * Fifty
years ago,” writes Mr, Pratt, who ia those days was a member of the Bengal Civil Serviee,
¢ while Iadia was still under the government of the Bast Indix Company, it was considered
both just and wise to introduce measures for national education on a liberal acale, with
adequate provision of schools, colleges, aud universities. This event was hailed with lively
satisfaotion by the native population as heraldicg a new era of social progress, and as
satisfying the active intelligence of the Hindus. Now it must be observed that the cha.
racter of the teaching thus inaugurated by Englishmen would necessarily reflect the ideals
which have for centuries prevailed among them. In other words, Indian youths would be
brounght np to admire our doctrines of political liberty, popular rights, and pational inde-
peadence; nor could it ever have been supposed that these lessons would fall upon dealf
ears and cold hearts. On the contrary, the inevitable result of such teaching was clearly
perceived by the Government of those days, and was regarded in a generous spirit, In
support of this assertion I may mention that at the time of the inanguration of these mea-
sures [ accompanied the then Lisutenant-Governor of Bengal {Sir Frederick Halliday) on
one of his winter tours through the province. Naturally, he called the attention of those
who atteaded the public meetings held by him to the new education policy, and he always
took oceasion to declars that the schools would promote one of the leading purposes of
British Rule, whick was to prepare the people for self-government, It certainly was not sup=
posed that at any subsequent time a polioy would be adopted which would disappoint the
legitimate hopes thus created.” Now, however, that the time has come for the bureaucracy
to part with gome of its power in favour of the educated classes, all kinds of excuses ara
brought forward to postpene what is no doubt regarded as tbe evil day. One favourite
argument is that the educated classes are as yet only a very small fraction of the community.
The hollowness of this plea was well exposed by the lata Mr. George Yule in his address
as President of our Nutional Cougress in 1888. Quoting Prof. Tharold Rogers, he pointed
out that @ hundred years ago, not cne manin ten or one woman in twesty knew bow to
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read and write in England, Going nnother century or two back, lie added, the people of
Eunaland, man and boy, bigh and low, with the excepllon‘of a mere hafadful, were steeped
in the grossest ignorance and yet there was & House of Commons. We ha_vq now in this
country about 15 million people who can read and write, and about a million of these
have come under the influence of some kind of English education. Moreover, what we
ask for at present is a voice in the Government of tbe country, not for the whole popula-
tion, but for such portion of it as bas been qualified by education to discharge properly
the responsibilities of such asseciation. Another argument !n'ought forward in favour of
maintaining the present bureaucratic monopoly of power is that though the educated
classes make a grievance of it, the mass of the people are quite indifferent in the matter.
Now in the first place, this is not truo. However, it may suit the interests of the officials
to deny the fact, the educated classes are in the present circumstances of India the natural
leaders of the people. Theirs is the Vernacular Press, Lthe contents of which do uot fail
to reach the mass of our population ; in a hundred ways they have access to the minds of
the latter; and what the educated Indians think to-day, the rest of India thinks to-morrow.
Moreover do the officials realize how their coutention condemns Lheir rule out of their own
mouth? For it means that only so long as the people of ludia are kept in ignorance and
their faculties are forced to lie dormant that they do not raise any ohjectionto the present
system of administration. The mement education quickens those faculties and elears theie
v'ision, they range themselves against a continuance of the svstem |
OUR IMMEDIATE DEMANDS.

Gentlemen, n number of important questiens will come up before yon for discussion
during the next two days, and following the practice of previous Congresses, you will no
doubt record after due deliberation, your views on them in the form of resolutions, This
is of conrse necessary; but may 1 suggest tbat for purposes of effective agitation in the
immediate future, we should now concentrate our wain energies on certain selected pors
tions of our programme ? Speaking broadly most of the reforms that we have been advo-
cating may be grouped under four heads :—(1) those which aim at securing for our people
a larger and larger share in the administration and control of our affuirs j these include a
reform of our Legislative Councils, the appointment of Indians to the Secretary of State’s
(ouncil and the Ixecutive Conncils in lodia, and a steady substitation of the lndian for the
European agency in the public service of the country; (2) those which seek to improve the
methods of administration, such as the separation of Judicial from Esxecutive functions,
Police Reform, and so forth ; (3) those which propose a readjustiment of financial arrange-
ments with the object of securing a reduction of the burdens of the tax-payers and a more
efficient application of our resources; under this hond como o reduction of military chnrges,
the moderating of land assessinents and 8o forth; and (4} those which urge the adoption of
measures calculated to improve the condition of the mass of the people; these include a
vigorous extension of primary education, facilities for industrial and technical instruction,
grants for improved sanitation, and a real attempt to deal with the alayming indebtedness
of the peasantry. Now what I would most earnestly and respectfully suggest is that
we would select from each group sucb reforms as may be immediately wrged with the
greatest effect and press them forward in this country and in England with all the energy
wo can command. In my humble opinion our immediate demands should be :—
(1) A reform of our Legislative Councils, raising the proportion of elecled members to
one-half, requiring the budgets to be formally passed by the Councils and empowering tho
members to bring forward amendments, with safeguards for bringing the debates to a close
iu a reasouable time, The Presidents of the Council should Lave the power oi veto. The
Viceroy’s Legislative Council consists at present of 25 members of whom only 5 are
elocted, one by the Chamber of Commerce of Calecutta—a body of Europeans—and the
other four by four provinces. Ve must ask for the proportion of elscted members to
be now raised to 12. Of this number, two seats may be given, one to commerce and one
to certain industries, and the remaining ten should be assigned to diffierent provinces, two
to each of the threo older provinces, and one each to the remaining. And, to begin with,
the right of members to move amendments may be confined to one amendment each. The
two members for Commerce and Industries will generally be Buropeans and they will ordi-
narily vote with Government. Thus even if all the ten provincial members voted together
they would be only 10 out of 25. Ordinarily, they will not be able to carry a motion against
the Government, but on exceptional occasions they may obtain the support of two or three
men from the other side and then the moral effect of the situation will be considerable.
In the provineial Legislative Councils, we must bave an inerease in the member, each
district of a province being empowered to send a member. The objection that these bodies
will in that case be somewbat unwieldy is not entitled to much weight.

(2) The appointment of at least three lndians to the Secretary of Stato’s Council to
be returned one each by the three older provinces.

(8) The creation of Advisory Boards in all Districts thronghout lndia, whom the
" beads of districts should be bonnd to consult in important matters of administration concern-
ing the public before taking aclion. For the present their functions should be only advis~
ory, the Collector or District Magistrate being at liberty to set aside their advice at their
discretion. Half the members of a Board should be elected representatives of the different

Yalukns or sub-divisions of the district and the other half shouid consist of the principal
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District Officers and such neon-official gentlemen as the head of the district may appoint
These Boards must not be confounded with what are known as District Local Boards,
There is at present too much of what may be culled Secretariat rule, with an excessive
muliiplication of central departinents. District administration must be largely freed trom
this and reasonable opportunities atforded to the people concerned to influence its course
before final decisions are arrived at. 1f such Boards are created we may in course of time
expect them to be entrusted with some real measare of control over the district administra=
tion. The late Mr, Ranade used to urge the importance of such Boards very strongly. If
ever we are to have real local goveroment in wmatters of general administration the creation
of these Boards will pave the wuy for it. One great evil of the present system of admuais-
tration is i3 secrecy. This will be materially reduced, so far as district administratioun is
concerned, by the step proposed,

(4) The recruitment of the Judicial Branch of the India Civil Service from the legal

profession in India,
(5) The separation of Judicial and Executive functions.

{6) A reduction of military expenditure,

(7} A large extension of primary edueation,

(8) Fucilities for industrial and tecknical education. .

(9) An experimental measure to deal with the indebtedaess of the peasantry over a

gelected area.

I think, Gentlemen, if wa now concentrate all our energies on some such programme
we may, within a reasonable time, see results, which will not be aitogether disuhpziutiuu
One thing is clear. The present is a speciully favourable juncture for such an sffurt. ln
our own country, there is sure to be a great rsbound of puulic opinion after the repression
to which it hos been subjectad during the last three years. And in Eagland for the first
time since the Congress novement began, the Liberal and radical party will come into real
power, My recent visit to England, during which 1 enjoyed somewhut exceptional oppor-
tunitiss to judge of the situation, has satisfiod me that a strong current has already set in
there against that narrow and aggressive Lmperialism which only the other day svemed to
be carrying everything before it. The new Prime Minister is a tried and trusted friend of
freedom. And as regards the nmew Secrotary of State for India, what shall I say?
Large numbers of educated men in this country feel towards Dbr, Morley as towards a
master, and the heart hopes and yet trembles as it had never hoped or trembled before.
Ho, the reverent student of Burke, the disciple of Jill, the friend and biographer of
Gladatone,—will he courngeously apply their principles and his own to the goverument of
this country, or will he, too, succumb to the influences of the India Office around him and
thus cast a crnel blight on hopes which his ewn writings have done so much to foster?
Wo shall see; but in any case his appoiutment as Secretary of State for lndia indientes
how strongly favourable to our cause the attitude of the new DBinistry is. BMr. Lllis, the
new Under-Secretary of State for India, is openly known to be a friend of our aspirations,
A more gratitying combination of circumstances could not be conceived, and it now rests
with us to turn it to the best advantage we can for our Motherland,

CONCLUSION.

Gentlemen, ote word more and 1 have done. I have no wish to underrate the
difficulties that lie in our path, but § am convinced more than ever that they are not
insuperable. DBloreover, the real moral interest of a struggle such as we are engaged in
lies not 3o much in the particular re-adjustments of present institautions which we may
guccesl in securing, as in the strength that the conflict brings us to be a permanent part
of oursalves. The whole life of a people, which is broader and deeper than what is
touched by purely political institutions, is eariched even by failures, provided the effort
has been all that it should ba. For such enrichment the present struggle is invaluable.
The trua end of our work,” said Mr. Runade nine years ago, *is to renovate, to purify,
*and also to perfect tha whole man by liberating his intellect, elovating his standard of
duty, and dsveloping to the full all his powers, Till so rencvated, purified and perfected,
we can never hope to be what our ancestors once were—a chosen people, to whom great
tasks were allotted and by whom great deeds were performed. Where this feeling
animates the worker, it is a matter of comparative indifference in what particular direction
it asserts itsell and i what particular method it proceeds to work. With a liberated man-
hood, with buoyant hope, with a faith that never shirks duty, with a sense of justice that
deals fairly by all, with unclouded intellect and powers fully cultivated, and, lustly, with
a love that overleaps all bounds, renovated ladia will take her proper rank among tha
pations of the world, and be the master of the situation and of her own destiny. This is
the goal to be renched—this is the promised land. Happy are they who see it in distant
vision, happier those who are permitted to work and clear the way on to it, bappiest
live to see it with their eyes and tread upon the holy soil once more. Famine
oppression and sorrow, will then be myths of the past, and the gods will
o the earth and associste with men as they did in times which we
Gentlewen, [ can add nothing that may be worthy of being placed

they who
and pestilence,
then again descend t
now call mythical.”’
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by the side of these beautiful words. I will only call to your minds the words of anotber
great teacher of humavity who asks us to keep our faith in spite of trying circumstances,
and warns us against the presumption of despairivg becuuse we do not see the waole
future clearly before our eyes :—

“Oar times are in His hand

Who saith ‘A whole 1 planped,

*Youth shows but half ; trust God : soe all, nor be afraid” (Loud and con-
tinued npplause).

TEg PresipENT: —Gentlemen, our duty now is to elect members of the Subjects Committes
and I request that you will send up the names of those whomn you want to Tepresent your
respective Provinces. The Congress meets to-morrow at 12 noon ; the Subjects Committee
at 4-30 r, M,
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LIST OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SUBJECT COMMITTEE,

BENGAL
CALCUTTA— 1. Mr. Surendra Nath Banerji,
. 2. , T. Palit.
" 3. ,, A. Chaudbri.
. 4. . J. Ghoshal,
. 5, The Honorubie Bhupendra Nath Basu.
" 6. Mr.d. Chaudhri,
. 7. , Heramba Chandra Majtra.
. 8. 4 B8 K. Dass,
. 9. , 8. C. Mukerjee.
. 19. Dr. Niiratan Sirear.
" 31. Mr. Prithwish Chandra Roy.
. 12. ,, Charu Chandra Ghose.
13. ,, Paramatha Nath Sen,
" 14.
" 15.
” 16.
17.
" 18.
ERISHNAGAR, == é
” '
BURDWAN,— 1.
Dl YMENSINGH, == ;
. 3.
FARIDPUR.— 1.
BARISAL.— 1
” 2‘
RANGPUR.— 1.
. 2.
DINAJPUR.— 1,
BRERAMPUR, == 12
[T} .
BHAGALPUR.— 1.
L 2.
L1] 3‘
Dacca— 1
” 2'
, 3.
!: 4.
HooGcLY.— é
JALPAIGURE,— 1.
MarLpa— 1.
Gava.— 1.
[} 2.
(1) 3‘
MaoaurcR.— 1.
MAJAFPARPUR.— 1.
1) 2,
CHUPRA.— 1.
ARRAH.— 1.
n ' 2.
T 3.
" 4,
KACHAR.— 1.
ASSAM,— 1.
" 2.
Boawpagra.— 1.
AGRA._ 1|
ALIGARH.— 1.
MEegRyT.— 2‘1’

i1

» Probhas Chandra Mitra.
» Ratnaswar Sen.

» K. P, Kavi Bisharad.

s Chart Chandra Ghosh.
» ¢: N. Roy.

w Tarapada Banerjee.

w Hariprasad Chasterjee.
» Abul Knssim.

w Shama Charan Roy.

w Krishna Kamar Mitra,
s Naresh Chandra Sen.

» Yuroa Chandra Maitra.
» Nibaran Chandra Dass,
+» Rsujani Kanta Guha,
Kuar Jamini Ballabb Sen.
Babu Kishori Mohar Roy,
Mr. Jogendra Chandra Chakravarty.
»» Hemendra Nath Sen,

»» Baikuntha Nath Sen,
» Deep Narain Singh,

»w Upendra Nath Bagehi.
» Hemendra Lall Roy,

» Sarat Chandra Ghosh,
» Surja Kumar Banerjee,
»» Hidnyet Baksh,

s DRatnesswar Sen.

Babu Besbnu Pada Chatterjee.
» Rash Behari Mandal,
Mr. Annada Charan Sen.

. Radhesh Chandra Seth.
Babu Akhowey Lakshmi Narayan.

» Avpap Narain,

» Nand Kishere Lall,

«  Rash Bebari Mandal.

»w Sri Ram.
Pandit Badri Narain Chandhri.
Babu Maheshwar Prashad.
w  Raghubir Saran.
Me. 8. Sinba.
Babu Mangal Charan.

» Syamlapanda Sahai

ASSAM,

Mr. Kamini Kumar Chandra,
Upendra Nath Chatterjee.
» Bana Charan Gaoguli.

» 9. M. Jahatear.

UNITED PROVINCILS.
Pandit Radha Charan.

Syed Fyaz Ali,

Ohaubey Radha Lall.

Mr. Babu Lall.
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SAHARANPUR.— 1. Pandit Mohan Lall.

BAREILLY, == Buabu Baldeo Prashad.
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SECOND DAY’S PROCEEDINGS.
Thursday, 28th December, 1905,

\HE Congress assembled at 12 noon to-day when aznother large and enthusiastic
gathering was present.
PRESIDENT:—GeyTrEMEN, before we begin our proceedings to-day I have to
= announce to you that certain telegrams of sympathy have come. Ve have
received telegrama wishing every success to this Congress session, and express-
ing inability to attend this meeting, The first telegram is from Sir Pherozeshah Mehta
(cheers). The second telegram is from Me. Lal Mohan Ghose, another ex-President; the
third telegram is from our triend, the Honourable Nawab Saiyid Muahammuad. Thea three
messages, long messnges, from ex-Presidents have been received. The first and foremost
is a long letter addressed to this Congress by our great and veteran leader, Mr. Dadabhai
Naoroji. That has already been printed and circalated among our delegates. The second
one is from another ex-President, from Mr. W. C. Boanerji (cheers). That also has been
sent to be printed and copies will be circulated among you. The third is from ex-
President, Mr. Aunanda Mohan Bose. It isa long message and [ fear it will not be
possible to get copies printed in the course of the day and, therefore it will be printed
alony with the proceedings. Before we begin further proceedings Mc. Wacha will read
to you the rules that will regulate our discussions,

Mr. D. E. Wacha then read the rules for the conduct of business,

Tae PresipENT:—Gentlemen, the Subjectst Committee has decided that the first
resolution of the agenda paper should be submitted to you from the Chair. I will, thevefore,
read this resolution: —

“That this Congress, representing His Majesty’s Indian snbjects of all races, ereeds and
communities, most bhumbly and respectfully offers its loyal and dutiful welcome to Their
Roya! Highaesses the Prince and Princess of Wales on the oceasion of their visit to India.

“The Congress is deeply touched by the expressions of Their Royal Highnesses’ senti-
ments of cordinl good-will towards the people of India, is eonfident thatthe persenal know-
ledge gained during the present tour will stimnlate their kindly interest in the welfare of its
peopls, and it expresses the ferveut hope that His Royal Highoess will be graciously pleased
to aubinit, to His Majesty the King-Emperor, the earnest prayer of this Congress that the
principles of the Qneen’s Proclamation be enforced in the Government of this country.”

(@) That the President do submit the above resolution to His Royal Highness by wire.

Gentlemen, I have already said what I had to say on the subject of this resolution in
my speech yesterday. [ do not think, therefore, that any further remarks are necessary
from me to commend this resolution for your acceptance, and [ am surs you will carry it
by acclamation (cbeers).

The resolution was earried amidst most enthusiastic cheers.

FURTHER EXPANSION AND REFORM OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCILS.

Presipext: — The second resolution is about the further expansion and reform of the
Legislative Councils, and the Honourable Mr. J. Chaudburi of Caleutta will mave it.

Tee Howourapce Mer. J. Casvomawt (Caleutta).—-Sir, and brother delegates, the
resolution which [ have been asked to move relates to the expansion of the Bupreme and
Provincial Legislative Councils. The resolation runs as follows:—

“That in the opinion of this Congress the time has arrived for a further expansion and
raform of the Supreme and Provincial Leaislative Councils, so that they may bscome more
representative of the people, and the mnon-official members thereof may have a real voice
in the Government of the country. The Congress recornmends aa increase in the number of
non-official and elected members and the grant to them of the right of dividing the Councils
in financial matters coming before them; the hoead of the Goverament concerned possessing
the power of veto.” _

Gentlemen, you heard onr Honourable President mention yesterday in his speech
that four out of twenty-five memberships of the Supreme Legislative Council are given
to us; that only Bombay, Madras, Bengal and the North-West Provinces have the privi-
lego of eleciing a mambsr each to the Suprame Imgislative Council. The rest, thatis
21 seats, areat, the disposal of the Government. Now under these circumstances you can
easily imngine that the Snpreme Legislaiive Council is not at all representative of the
people. Had it been so, I have littla doubt what wonld have been the fate of the Uni-
versities Act including the Validation Act, the Official Seerets Act and many other similar
Acts, and even if the Legislation that followed the Partition of Bengal and necessarily of
the L'artition ilself, the fate of these measures which were opposed by the whole of the
Iudian community and same of them by the eatira Indinn and Anglo-lndian commuuities
would have been very different. But now we only enjoy the privilege of addressing our
opinions or the views of the people at large before that assembly, Lt rests with that as-
sembly to say aye or nay, Ths Council is som ething like a debatinz society whore we goand
discuss a measare but when it comes to a matter of decision, the decision rests with the
offizials. And yet itis said, botli in this country and in England, that this conntry is adminig=
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tered on Eoglish principles and on the lines of civilised Governments, Now 1 wish to remind
vou that the reforms which have tuken place in the Buprema and Provincial Legislative
Conncils under the Act of 1392, of course, you know the history of that Act, are due chiefly to
the demands of Congress men; but even then the ouly concession that was given to us wag
thut some of the Provinecial Councils should consist of half efficial members and half
non-olficial members. But with regard to the Bombay, Madras and the Supreme Councils,
hesides ordinary official members, there are the members of the Executive Government and
tken in the Supreme Council there are, over and above, some extraordinary members such
as the Commander-in-Chief, and Provineial Governors, such as the Lieutenant-Governor of
Bengal when the Conncil sits at Caleutta, or the Licutenant-Governor of the Punjab when
the Council sits at Simla. So out of the whole not even half the members are non-
official members. But out of these non-official members only four are representatives of
the people. But it may be said by the Government that of the other non-official mem-
bers some are our own countrymen. Some are supposed to represent us; but how far they
are representative of us, I can illustrate by ove instance and that a very recent one, and
that one from the unfortunate province to which I belong. 1 donot mean Bengal but the
Province which has now been given a new name and which we have not yet accepted,
namely, the Province of Bastern Bengal and Assam., Look at the injustice that Lord
Curzon inflicted on us (shame). ait a moment. I refer to the Partition only inciden-
tally. There was only one man in North and Eastern Bengal, one Indian, who was in favour
of the partition (eries of shame); that was Nawab Salim Ulah of Dacea.  That one man
went against his motherland and his fellow countrymen (shame). Not a single Indian,
Hindu or Mubammadan, who had any stake in the country, lent his support to this iniqui-
tons measure; it may be that amongst Muhammadans some retired Sub-Registrars or some
retired Sub-luspectors or Inspectors of Police might have supuorted the Government. Bnt
in the first stage when the fishes and loaves were not offered to them the whole commu-
ity of Muhammadans were with us. Amongst Muhammadang there was onlv one tnan
who, if I may be permitted to say so, proved a traitor to his people {shame). When this
measnre was carried into effect, when this partition was an accomplished faot, who do yon
imagine was sent to represent the people of Eastern and Northern Bengal in the Suprema
Conncil? It was no other than Nawab Salim Ullah (shame). Lord {urzon thus added
an insult to an injary. Lbat is how the peopls of a Province ave represented by non-ofticial
members whom Government nominate to the Suprems Council. They do not select
from the point of view of the peoyle but their choice falls on people who are opposed to
their country’s interest. So [ consider it a very moderata demand on the part of my
Hounourable friend Mr, Gokhale that at Jeast halt of these memberships council should be
thrown open to our countrymen. L would not even concede so much that ens out of these
12 seats should be given to the Chamber of Commerce or the Trades Association or the
representatives of English trade or European commerce. We know that in the Sedition
Bill and many other measures, non-oflicial European members while professing their fullest
svmpathy with us, when it came to the guestion of voting they voted solid with the
Government {shame). So if the Council is to be really representative of the people we shouli
bave there at least half the number of members elected by the difterent Provinces. Now
with regard to the right of dividing the Council I have told you that we only enjoy the
privilege of being inembers of a debating society where wenre of courseallowed to vote on
legislative measures but we can never carry anything against official view. My experience
has been that whenever wesuggest any departure from the official view every official
member and the European members always hold up their hands in terrorem over us.
We sny then “that is our suggestion: reason i3 on our side; justice is on our side; the votes
are on your side: do just as you please.” That is onr position in the Council. It is precise-
ly the same so far as the Madras and Bombay Provincial Councils are concerned. In
Bombay, of the 24 memberships only 5 are elected. Out of these 8, [ believe, 1
belongs to the Chamber of Commerce. But what is the proportion of 8§ to 24? 8o in
order that the voice of the people may bave some weight in these Councils, at least
half the seats should be given to the peopls and the election should be by groups of
different districts in the presidency or province, In Madras again, out of 24, only 7
seats pass through a process of election and even out of these 7, { believe, 1is given
to the Chamber of Commerce. e are much worse off in Beogal. Although, wo may
remember that it is the Grovernor of Bengal who ficst of all bad a” Couneil and it is this
Governor of Bengal who gradually became the Governor-Ganeral of India. DBut that was
an evil day for Bengal. We areentitled to a Governor in Couneil under different Sta-
tates. The Governor in Bengal, who alwavs used to wield a large amount of influence
in the capital, which is the eapital of India, did not like another statesman te come
out from England, aud pursue his own policy in that Province. So he slwavs preferred
to appoint a Lieutenant-Governor which was under Parlinmentary statutes merely a sort of
make-shift arrangemrnt in our Province.  Whenever a policy for Benaal has been dictat-
ed by the Governov-General it has been faitbfully carried out by his Lieutenant and in no .
case more faithfully than by Lord Curzon’s Lieutenant, Sir Andrew Fraser.

1n the Bengal Council we have 20 members; not 24 as in Madras or Dombay. Out
of these, ten are officinls and ten non-officials.  Of thesa five are given to ¢lectoral "bodies.
You know the Caleutta Corporation and the Caleutta University -are no longer seli-
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governing bodies. They have now been placed under the control of the officinls
and the won-official European community. Thers were 52 districts in Beneal
and among these only three memberships have been given to them. Cut of “the
remaining seats one i3 given to the Zamindars, Of course the Zamindars should
have their representatives in the Council. Curiously, election in their case is not ecarried
on in the same manner as in Bombay. The Sirdars are allowed to select their represen-
tatives and in Sindh, the Talukdars are nllowed to send their representatives. But hers
wlhen the Mackenzie Bill was introdnced which deprived the Caleutta Corporation of its
self-governing powers, one of the Zamindars’ Association which belped Government in
the matter got in the barter one seat in the Council, That is a private association. 1 have
some kunowledge of the constituiional history nnd constitution of Governments of diftsrent
countries. 1 have not yet come across any system of Government under which a non-
incorporated body, a loose association or a private body has been given the right of electiuy
members to the legislatare of the country. Bo the election by Zumindars 1s also a farce,
and it onght to be substituted by election proper. Qut of the 4 remaining seats 2
are given to the European Chamber of Commerce and to the lBuropean Trades Association
and the other 2 are in the gift of the Government, and so we are alwavs in the minoritv.
We demand, therefore, that not merely shonld our Councils be reconstituted by giving us
the right of election with regard to at least half the seats in the Suprems and the Provin-
cial Councils but that the Partition of Bengal bo revoked and the Presidency of Bengal
put ander one Council, I say that the time haa come for the introduction of popular
representation in the admiuistration of the country and for governing this country on a
more or less representative basis, .

Tee HowourasLi Mz. L, A. Govispariseava Arvar (Madras).—Mr. President,
brother delegates, ludies and gentlemen,—1 beg to second the resolution so abiy
proposed by the Henourabla Mr, Chandburi. The question of the espansion of the
TLegislative Council has been before this Congress for the past so many years and yon,
gontlemen, must, therefore, be familiar with the history of the literature relating to ir.
Bat, gentiemen, the present is the oceasion when it is desirable that we shonld give our
artention mora closely to this very important question of the expansion of the Leuislative
Councils. Wa are passing through changing times and if the past bistory of those who
are responsible for the Government of the British Empire at present, is any index as to
what is to ba the future, 1 believe, gentlemmen, I may say with some confidence thar
that future, so far as Indin is concerned, is one full of hope. It is, therefore, desirabls
that we take advantage of such an occasion like this for the purpose of once apgain
pressing our claim for the expansion of our Legislative Councils with a uaanimity aad
persistency whose meaning und object it should be impossible to mistake. Gentlemen,
until 1892, we had only nominated additional memnbers of Council in the Viceregal
(louncil as also in the Provin¢jal Councils. In 1892 it was that we were allowed a
modified kind of election. 1n the various Provincial as also Viceregal Councils we wers
nitowed to have members who from the Government point of view are cansidered to have
heen nominated, but who from the people’s point of view are considered to have been
elected. The history of the work that these members of Council have done for tha
past 12 years and motre in the varions Councils in which they have taken part in the
deliberations will redound to the credit not merely of this country but in any others in
which they might hava been. It is fortunate, and it speaks for the sense of fairness
of Bnglishmen, that tha weizht of this work nand the goodness of their work has been
racognised by responsible beads of Government. Now, gentlemeu, we have already
shown by the histery of our progress in the past 12 years that we are in a position to be
trusted with greater liberties. 1f, therefore, it is merely a gnestion of work to be done,
we bave shown good cause why Legislative Couacils sbould be farther expanded. Bat it
is not on that footing alone that we base this proposal of onrs, We sny that one of the
chiefest aims of Euglund in Iodia is not merely to efficiently govern her but also to make
her self-governing. e say that prior to associating largely in the higher administrative
posts of Government, the people may be associated with Government in their legislative
assemblies much more largely than they have been. We ask that there should be a larger
number of slected members who will represent the views of the people in the legislative
councils, who will have their fair share of work to do in tha drafting, preparation and the
enacting of laws that are to govern her realin, Now, gentlemen, if it Le considered that
the aim of England is also to fit as to be a self-governing vativn, this is the smallest that
England ean do for us. .

Thera is another aspect, gentlemen, on which we require that onc representation in
{"ouncil should be much larger than has been. You are aware bow when the lndia Councils
Act was songht to be nmended it was no less a person than the late Mr. Gladstone who
insisted on such representation as is given to Indians being real and living representation,
e say that unless you expani the Councils betier, unless you allow a iarger number of
clected men to come into the Counceil there cannot be that living, real, representation on
whieh both parties in the House of Commons wers agreed that the constitation of the new
Conncils should be based. Gentlemen, there is yet anothee aspect on which it is
desirable that this expansion of Legislative Councils should be allowed to ns. Often, it i3
the extent of the responsibility that we feel for our work that wot merely fits us to do i
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but makes us also capable of efficiently discharging it. If, gen‘lllemen, non-official
members who are elected to the Council are given thas important position to which aluqa
they are at present releguted it is not strange that they shounld feel that perhaps their
highest aim is to criticise the acts of the Government. They can fee! no seuss of
responsibility for the measures of Government, becanse as a matter of fact they are
given very little share init, Aud recently, we imfi -the NESUTANCS 9f one of t_he responsible
heads of Government that all that elected nom-official members in Council should care
for is to see that asfull and aun udequate opportunity is given to them to make what
representation thev pleass and if once they have been given such opportunities, ‘whether
they have been heeded or not is a matier entirely for the Government. lt?r-, it is on
them the responsibility of the administration rests., Now, gentlemen, this is a protest
aoninst that view. The resolution we ask for insists npon its being cousidered that the
nou-official members of Council are ns much responsible for the administration of the
country as any other individaal member of Government may be, so far that administration
is represented by its legislative department ; and for the purpose of strenglhemng that
sease of responsibility and for the purpose of producing in _the minds of the elected
members and of those to whom they owe their places in the Tegistative Counecil a sense
of solidarity, we ask that this expansion of this Legisiative Couneil shoui‘d be given to us.
Now, gentlemen, what is the position of elected members? Those of you who have
given vourselves the trouble of watching the procesdings of the Legislative Council, not as
printed in the proceedings given fur public intimation but as thev are being _couductetl
in the Council, will have noticed how sometimes with impntience, somotimes with
contempt and often with indifference the speeches of non-officinl members are listened to
by the members of Government { shame ). That, gentlemen, is dus to this, that there is
a feeling, there is a view, that these non-official elected members have no real potency ia
the matter, that they have no power to divide the Council on anything ; but that at best
they can only come up with bills which it is left to members of Government either to
reject or accept. 1We want ourselves to be more felt and we ask, therefore, that on
occasions when the budget is discussed it is not merely enough that each gentlemen
should be allowed to read the speeches prepared, but ihat there should also be a division of
the Council on the views that he has propounded. But to safeguard the interests of
Government, to meet the objections for those who may take extrenie views on the other
side, we are prepared to allow to the heads of Government the power of veto so that in
any case it happens that the majority of the Council have taken a view which in the
opinion of the bead of Government appears to be inconsistent with the best interest of 1he
country, it will be competent for him to veto the vote of the Council. Nothing more
reasonable than this can be considered ; especially when you take into consideration the
fact that so far it has not been said from any quarter that the confidence or trust reposed
in the elected members has been abused, e ask also in this resolution for an inerensa
in the number of non-officiale, whether elected or not, 1 may meution that, fortunately for
us, eur experience of non-official men has not been very much of the kind to which attention
was Arawn in the case of a particular instance in Bengal. I think it ought to be a matter
of satisfacrion to say that on the whole, non-elected non-official men have conducted
themselves with a dus sense of the responsibility they labour under ; although, unfortu-
vately, we find now and again instances such as those referred to by my learned leader and,
tbough unfortanately, the presence of them is discovered only on eritical occasions.

Now, you remember when the Act of 1592 wus passed the power of interpellation was
given to members, That power is being freely exercised ; but sometimes it oceurs to me,
gentlemen, that that power has not been given to us at all. Why is it so ? Becanse when
the Government finda that those who iaterpellate und nafortunately it so happens that it is
only the elected non-officiala who interpellate most, when the Government finds that those
who so interpellate are persons always in the minority in the Council, of necessity their
voice is mot much beeded. The consequence is that there is ouly some heart-burnings
which is the result of interpellation. It is one of the distingnisbing characteristics of a
bureagcracy, much mors so of the Indian bureaucracy, not to be told its faults, much
less in public, And when by an interpeliation attention is drawn to a grievance,
woe to the man who suffors under it, his causs is most hopeless, Now, gentlemen,
if the elected members have a real power ian the Council, if they can make their
voice felt, the extent of the usefulness of interpellation conceded to us will very much
incrense, Gentlemen, these are some of the considerations that onght to appeal to us for the
parpose of this resolution. As 1 havae alrendy ventured to submit, the present happens to ba
an opportune occasion for pressina these views, We bave the assurance from the Grand Old
Aan of India that we need not despair.  He says, * I think the time is not far off. The
love of liberty and justice ia lately reviving strongly among the Iinglish people and with
the effuct of other events in the world 1 thinic one day of emancipation is much nearer
than many of us imagine, if we are true to onrselves and to onr responsibilities” (cheers).
With a liberal ministey, with the department relating to lodia presided over by a states-
man who by his past writings and career has illustrated the very best traditions of Eng-
land, I think we have great cause for hopa and if we make this appeal in the fair name of
England, for the fulfilnent of these pledses that have been made to us solemnly on solemn
ocensions by great men, und for the better justlication of the wission that Providence hus
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entrusted to England in her relation to India; [ have not the slightest doubt, gentlemen,
that with the constitutional agitation which bas characterised us in the puast we should be
very much nearer to the achievement of this object which every one of us considers to be
one which is most necessary for the purpose not merely of our advancement bat also as a
step towards self-government which ought to be the ideal of any body who thinks
he is an Indian. With these words I beg to second the resolution and commend it for
vour acceplance (toud and prolonged cheers).

Mr. R. P. Karawpikar (Satera).—MNr. President, ladies and gentlemen, I am cons-
cious it takes a pretty long time for a moffussilite to approach this platform and the very few
moments reserved for the sapporters, most of them wers taken away by my finding
my way here. Sir, [ shall bsas brief as possible. My object in coming befors ypu is to
speak & few words as regards some of the points involved in this resolution. In particu-
lar, I would invite your attention to the expression in this resolution which says *that
time bas come for a further expansion and reform of the Supreme and Provincial Legis-
lative Councils”. I was alinost tempted to say that the time had slipped by, that the
time had gone by. However, our’s is a very moderate programme and one need not be
nervous that it is not specified particularly that the time has been allowed to slip by.
Let us profit by the time at our disposal, When the Bill of 1861 was before
the Parliament, every eflort was made on both sides to indicate that India was not
then prepared for the introduction of representation in the Legislative Councils. Opi-
nions varied in this matter, However, they veered round and uliimately they eame to a
compromise, as all statesmen come to compromise on very important matters, relating to
subject races. It was Mr. Bright, who, in order to effest a compromise between two
fighting opinions, remarked that perhaps the matter might be left to the Government of
India with a mandate—[ may not use the word mandate—but rather instruction from the
Secretary of State inviting the attention of the Viceroy to the legitimate requirements
of the people, and asking the Viceroy to be generons enough to include some
element of represeatation, if possible. Again, in the year 1892, when another
effort was made to improve this enactment you find there was also a com-
promise in which no definite directions were given to the Local Governments or the
Viceroy's Government. But the whole scheme was left to the Viceroy. Of course,
before the acheme was drafted, efforts were made on all hands. [ know Calcutta tried
its best, and a representation went forth from Calcutta requesting the Viceroy to publish
beforeband the tentative scheme in order that the public may offer their criticism for
such acceptance as was possible, But that was not done. The scheme was ready. 1t
was thers and people had to accept it. After that was done, representations were made
to the Local Governments. When such representation was made to Lord Sandhurst, I
know as one of those who accompanied a deputution that Lord Sandhurst was in a
position to sassure them that that was an opportenity which might be improved npon
later on. When the Bill of 1861 was before the Parliament, a prominent member
said “Let the people of India be trained in the matter of local self-government
before any representative element is introduced into the Legislative counecils.”
There was one Viceroy, whose nsme you so much cherish and honour, Lord
Ripon, who saw that he had it in his power to prepare the nation for a pgift of thay
kind and long before any amendment was made to this Act, it was in 1884, that
Lord Ripon asked the people almost of his own accord to unite in the matter of local
self-Grovernment. That was the training thrown open to the country by that statesman
in the hope that they may in the long run be able to fulfil the trust that is given to them
for the parpose of governing their own country. After that, long 20 years have elapsed. Dur-
ing that-time a gennine effort was made by Mr. Bradlan whose memory we all cherish.
Then again there came to be a compromise. Mr, Bradlan fought for the intreduction
of a specific measure in the Parliament for the purpose of securing real, living represen-
tation, However, there was some opposition on the ground of expediency or some
other ground, I cannot eay, But Mr. Bradlau was bound to remain satisfied for the
mowent. It may be the political instincts of the nation that moved the Government or
it may be the traditions or customary law which has resulted ina compromise which
left the scheme to the Government of India. Tbat being so, we have that scheme. Ths
time has corne and we proceed next. What is it? We bave had experience of local self-
Government. It has been amonast us for the last 20 years and more. Each and every
report of responsible officers of (fovernment would testify to the careand intelligence
bestowed upon local self-Government by elected members. I believe the time has come
when wa might approach Goverament with tbis request namely, *'if you find us prepared
for tha local self.Government give us a further share in Councils themselves.” There
is an opportunity offered to you, The same gentleman wko is an ardent admirer
of Mr. Gladstone happens to be your Secretary of State mow. This is just the
time for you to approach him with a vepresentation or for the matter of that
if no representation need go at all with this resolution and that ' the time has
arrived, we are fit for it, we have been prepared for it, by our own administra-
tion; give us & larger share of rapresentation.” 1 need not dilate on the general features
of the schemne. 1 am only here represonting my local province of Bombay. You know
from the previous speakers that 8 seats have been allotted for BomYay., Ons of them has
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been allotted for the urban population of the northern division; two others for the rural
population of the southern and central divisions. bappily, we have a scheme
which we can place befors the Government and ask them to reconsider whether
they may not increase the number from 8 to 12. We have got three divisions
there in which we have got two interests to represent, one is urban snd the
other rural. As s matter of fuet, while in one division the rural interests
are ignored ; in the other two the urban interests are ignored. If happily, Government
has come to the conclusion that these municipalities in the southern and central divisions
bave so far been developed as to be able to share the respousibility with Government, why
not give them one member each and thus make up the number 11 or I2. You have
known from the previous speakers that there have been 24 members for the whole of
Bombay by giving one member each to the municipalities in the urban interest of the
southern and central divisions and giving also a member for the rural pepulation of the
northern division we will have three more members, thus making the nuinber 11 or 12 as
vou might expect. It is only from that point of view 1 bave to place this resolution before
you. As a sopporter I bave no reason to be long. 1 hope you will carry the proposition
witk acclamation.

Mr. G. 8. Kaararpe ( Amraoti).—Well, gentlemen, I have rather a pleasant task
and an easy task, if you please. You see we have got an old proverb which iz embodied
in one of the celebrated verses of Kalidasa Mano Vajra samutkirna sutrasyevdsti megatih,
When a diamond has been bored through by another diamozd you can put a piece of
thread throngh it. There i3 no trouble. I shall tell yon in an easy manner what can
be learnt by facts and figures. There was at first the period of nomination. Then
there was the period of partial election and we are approaching a period of total
estinction (laughter). That is how the thing is coming to be. 1 wish to tell you, if
vou happen to be wulking in a forest if you are very hungry you pick what comes to
your hand and you eat it. So the Government did the same. At the first period of
nomination they went about nominating whoever had obliged them, been kind and
good tc them and given them feusts and fruits, But whatever you get first is not
necessarily the best. It has been rather insipid ; it is what we uwsed to eall jo hukum
business. When 1 was a studeut, the members of the Council used to say jaisa hona vaisa
karna jo hukum. There was one celebrated member who unsed to say *“do it this way
or the other way* (langhter). This became a very insipid business. There is no taste.
People did not like it. Government also became tired of it. Then they said ‘“*we ghall
hiave partiul election.” The history of it bas been told yon over and over again. |
shall not tell you that again. Then they wunted to be sure there was no poisonous
drug coming in. 8o they held the process of double distillation. There was first an
electorate college ; then that college should elect to the Legislative Couneil. Thus boegan
this double distillation process. But you know yon may exclude the peison if you like
bat the double distilled liquor is rather more stimulating than the ordinary ones. That
bnsiness became still more troublesome. The Govermment found it out and in the
example of our respected President, Government was simply nauseated. Lord Curzon
said thay were heroics. They were thus growing old. When you get a very powerful
stimalant and you caunot stand it, the next process is to dilute it. And Government
commenced operations. lspeak with great respect {laughter). To be able to legislate,
they selected a celebrated antiquarian to sit on the Council whose knowledge was great
in regard to the Chalukyan dynasty and another dynasty which has disappeared to all
but the orientalists. One goes and the other comes. Like the philologist’s vowels they
interchange. You know the celebrated rule of plilology. That celebrated rule ie
* consonants interchange and vowels matter not.” In that principle Government began
the dilution process. That was employed when the University Act was passed. That is
the reason why it is so exceedingly clever and wise. The object of it was to geb in tha
dilution process. Kven that dilution process did not belp much, What happened ?
When you came to the diluted particle it would not go down. Already the nndiluted
matter had stack in the throat, 1t leaves a bad taste behind. That is not good.
Government said “ Look here, we ought to do something better than this.” They
tried the process of total extinction. Let me come to my own Province. I call it mine
becanse six months ago I was thrown into it. Just as my {riends in Bengal complain
of partition, we cownplain of amalgamation. In this progess of amalgamation great deal wag
lost. But we thought we had gained something. It wasthe Central Provinces which used to
send one double distilled elected member to Calcutta to theViceroy’s Legislative Council. TWa
bave lost a great deal but we have also gained something. But the total extinction process
waos coming in. Instead ofallowing District Boards and Municipalities to elect—they are
after all very small things—even that was taken away and nomination was subhs-
titated. Even if you nominate a native he might say something unplensant, and
so a Kuropean was nomioated. Aunother example of total extinction, if you like to
bave, was the Partition of Bengal. Lord Curzon was a great bistorian, a great anti-
quarian and a great everything else combined in ous man (laughter). = He said
there was no nse. This double distillation process did not bring ths richt sort of men.
Nemination business was resorted to. He had double distilled air on the heights of
Simla. There this double-distilled partition scheme was conceived and launched af
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ficst way. 1 dislike particl eloction pacuesy o, botter ask Government to go back to the
st w: dishke partial election because it is a very peculiar double distillation process.
I dislike nomination business aitogether, becanss whoever has got the nomination in his
hand generally puts forward people who lave obliged him or his own people.  Total
extinction we don’t want (Janghter), we want to ratain our existence here ; we don’t waut
to be wiped off the face of the earth ; we want to remain here and retain our individuality
We want that our aspirations and our wishes should find a place in the policy of the
Government. If Ihls_ls 80, the only remedy lies in expanding the Legislative Councils
vou call them Legislative Council by courtesy, really speaking. Why is it by
courtesy ? Because the measare has Deen conmceived before, thousht out before
and put forwurd, and Government, when it puts forward, pur,; forward with
an explosive. There is the Law momber of the Governmeat of India who
acts as a sort of explosive. You put forward an amendment; he says *‘no, no.
Lo the matter of drafting it should be said so, thaugh it does not mean that. You don't
nnderstand it; it isalegal term; in o legal way it means this and nothing else. That
has been also our respected President’s experience, What we propose is “let there he
eiection first hand and first rate.”  TLet all the turee processes go, Not election of the
kind my leader talked about. You give power to such municipalities and local bodies
as yon think deserving ; not to any indefinite association of the kind referred to by
the mover which may be described as a circle with its centre everywhere and its circun-
ference nowbere. Not that kind of bodies but a real body with a "definite organization—
to these bodies this power of election should be given. With these words I beg to support
the proposition. )
Mr. Ali Mubammed Bhimji, of Bombag, supported the resolution in a most elognent
and witty speech in Urdu which was repeatedly cheersd and applauded.

Bany SURENDRANATH Baverst (Calcutta).—Mr. President and brother delegates,
when I entered this hall I had not the smallest idea that it would be necessary for me to
speak to any resolution of to-day. But the mandate has been laid unon me by your President
that I should speak. Ten years ago when 1 was the Presideat of tle Poona Congress, 1
vehemently entered my protest against the wandate theory of Lord George
Hamilton. By a bitter irony of fate the person who recorded that protest is now
called upon to eat his own words and submit to the mandats of our worthy Pre-
aident. L obey because 1 regard you, Sir, the elect of the people, as occupying in my
estimation, and 1 venture to think, in the estimation of the pevple of India, a higher and
more responsible, and a certainly more affectionate, place than the Secretary of State can
ever bold (cheers). I am in strong sympathy with this resvlution. It used to be my own
resolution on this platform from years' end to year’send. From the vear 1886 up till the
year 1892, if you turn up the Congress reports, you will find me either as & mover or
seconder or supporter of the resolution in connection with the expansion of the Councils.
And iu 1890, along with my friends Mr. Muholkar, Mr. Joshi, 3r. Norton and one or twe
others, we went on a deputation to England. We held many public meetings and we had
the high honour of a personal interview with Mr. Gladstone (cEaers). Sir, as the resuls
of that deputation, as the result of the persistant efforts of the Congress, the Statute
of 1892 was passed (cheers). We are dissatisfied with that Statute. it is a hal-
ting measure ; 1 imperfect and inadequate measare of reform, It was bound
to be so. Who were the authors of thal measure ? Who was the arch poatiff
of that occasion 7 The authors of that measure were the Tory Government of that day,
and the arch pontif and high priest who usbered it into existence was George
Natbaniel Curzon (shame). For he was then the Under Secretary of Siate in the India
Office. 1i that were a measare which was introduced by a Liberal Government,
if that wns 8 measure which had behind it the inspirasion of Mr. Gladstone's broad-
minded Liberalism, I venture to think it would have been a verv different piece of Legisla-
tion from what it has been. Sir, for § years I had the honour of a seat in the Bengal
Legisiative Council. 1 know how hopeless a task it was to fight the battles of the people
and the country against the solid pbalanx of officialism arrayed against youn in the Cousncils
of the Empire. We had the Calcutta Municipal Bill. [t was a very important
mensnre. Ve iniroduced amendment after amendment. What was the fate of these
amendments? We lost most of them—U0 per cent. of them. The 10 per cent. that were car-
ried were carried not at the point of the bayonet but by ths grace and condescension of
our rulers ;and in & moment of irritaticn 1 will not conceal the fact from you—addressing the
Lieutenant-Governor, Sir John Waodbarn, 1 said from my place in the Bengal Council,
»Bir, what is the good of our being here ? Ve comse and place before you amendment after
amendment only to be thrown out by this Council. If you have made up your mind about
passing the billin its entirety youhaveonly tointimate the factand we say good-byeand depart
from this place ”. That was what I said. After that indignant protest a few of our amend-
meuts were allowed to be passed. 1 thinl, 8ir, we make a very moderate demand. e
say we want a farther expansion of the Councils. I[n Bangal, a populution of 70 millions,
is represented by bowmany members do you think ? By ten. 1 suppose the same nnsatis-
factory state of thiugs prevails everywhere, wherever we hive a Legislative Council.
We want better and a more adequate representation of the non-oflizial element. 1 would
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like to snggest that a member should be taken from each district. I should like to suggest
that we should bave the right, as you suggest in the resolution, of dividing the Uouncils
upon financial questions. The financial debates of the Couacils are of an academic
order.  We make speeches. They listen attentively sometimes, and sometimes
impatiently. Tue matters ara promised to be considered. 8ir, as a matter of fact,
very little attention is paid to them. Here i3 our demand, but whether we shall have a
further espansion of the Councils or not will depend upon ourselves. A noble people
canpot have an ignoble Government and an ignoble people cannot have the gift of
representative institutions. If you make up your mind determined and resolved in the
depths of your heart to emancipate yourselves from your present condition of serfdom,
then rise to the beight of your manhood, assert your rights as responsible citizens
( cheers). 1f you are determined to do that, the Councils will be expanded, but not
otherwise. If you hold this meeting and then go to sleop for the mnext 12 months, do
nothing, think notbing about your country, the chances of your political emancipation are
remote. Therefore, brother-delegates, I ask you all once again to take the firm resolution
in your mind that you will begin the agitation in this connection, coatinne the agi-
tation through good report and evil report, determined to emancipate yourselves, and
“obtain for your country and for your countrymen the priceless gift of representative
institutions, then the blesssing of God will be with yon and your lnbours will be crowned
with the success which they deserve ( loud and continued applause).

Pres1DENT :—The resolntion has been duly proposed, seconded and supported. I will
now put it to the vote. The resolution was carried unanimously.

PREsIDEXT ;:—The next resolution is about the Excise policy. It will be moved by
Sir Bhalchandra Krishna. !

EXCISE POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION.

Sir Beanceanpra Krisgna.—Mr. President, brother-delegates, ladies and gentle-
men, I bave iu the first place the disadvantage of following a most eloguent
speaker. 1 will endeavour to the best of my ability to make my self heard, hut I ecannot
claim the stentorian voice which my Hon’ble friend Mr. Surendranath Banerjee elaims
and possesses, The resolution which has been entrusted to me runs as follows : —

(a) That this Congress, while thanking the Government of India for the appoint-
ment of a Committes to enquire into Excise Administration in the several provinces of the
country, regrets that its composition is exclusively official, and that, therefore, it cannot
inspire full public confidence,

(%) This Congress, concurring in the opinion of previons Congresses, expresses
its deliberate conviction that the recognition of the principle of local option in
practical administration and a large reduction in the number of existing liqour-shops are
conditions precedent to any satisfactory reform in Excise Administration.

(¢) This Congress respectfully urges on the Government of India the desirability
of speedily carrying out the principal proposals contained in Sir Fredrick Lely's
memorandum of last year on Excise Administration.

fd) That the Congress begs to protest against the virteal shelving, by the Govern-
ment of {ndia in its executive capacity, of the Bengal Excise Bill which has
heen welcomed a3 a sound and progressive pisce of temperance legislation.
Mr. Kharpade, while addressing you on the question of Lagislative Councils, took the
opportunity of informing you of double distillation and abstinence or rather redaction.
1 would say that 1 stand here on the platform of total abstinence not of total extinction.
Lhe policy of the Government of India and the Sacretury of State on this quastion has
been long an item of discussion at different Congresses, and in spite of the declaration
of the Government of India and of the Secretary of State that they derive the excise revenne
simply with the object of regulating the sale and traffic of liquor, and that they had not
the slightest intention of increasing drunkenness or increasing the sale of liquor.
During the last two decades the excise revenue has increased by leaps
and bounds from 31 millions to 61 millions, that is every year or two by
about two millions. The result has been that throughout the whole country there
18 a cry that the vice of drunkenness is excessively incrensing amongst all classes of
the community. [ hope [ am nddressing an aszembly which consists entirely of tes-
totallers,_anq I hope tpey will ot take any offence when [ say that drunkenness has
been eating into the vitals of this country. "When the appoiotment of the Excise Committee
was anqounced by the Government of Lord Curzon, we thought that something was coming
for the improvement of this condition, but we were disappoisted when it was announced tbat
it 'was _sunply to be an officiul committee. In spite of that announcement, the Temperance
Council of Bombuy addressed a protest to the Government of India and begged of them to
appoint a non-official member on the Committes from each Province. I am informed that
the different provinces have taken a similar nction. The result has been negative as we
expected. We were informed that there was no intention of dealing with any question
of Pl”""-‘l_PlB or policy, and t!mt, tharefors, thers was no necessity for appointing any
non-official members. 1 hold in my hand the correspondence which took place between
the Temperance _(,‘ouncll of Bgmbay and the Government of I[ndia. 1do not wish to
take up your tims by reading it, but if any delegate or gentleman wishes to read



it, this paper will ba at Lis disposal, Thjs Comumitiee has been sitting in eamera, and
has been taking evidence throughout the different parts of the conntry. 1 had the
honour of being selected by the Bombaiy Temperance Council to place n stxtement befors
this Committee somstime ago in conjunction with my friend Mr. Gilder, the Honornry
Secretary of the Bombay Temperance Council. What do you think has been the resnit?
I do not know what the result will be, but I expect no good results from it. We put
all the different points which were raised by the Memorandum that bas been ailuded
to in this resolution, prepared and submitted to the Government of ludia by Sir Frederick
Lely, a very clever and energetic revenue officer of the Bombay Presidency,
He was a Commissioner of the Northern Division and, in bis capacity as an adiditional
Member of the Viceroy's Council, he subwmitted this Memorandum to the Goverument
of Indin. 1t included three or four important points which have been urged
on the attention of the Government of India and of the Provineial Govern-
ments by the different temperance workers in the whole of the country, These points
are local option, the opening and distance of shops in villages and country towuns, the
opening of shops at religious patherings, fairs and ericket matches, and last, though not
least, the employmeut of bar-maids, the employment of women to sell iquor at these
lignor-shops. These points were very cogently urged upon the uttention of the Government
of India by Sir Frederick Lely, obne of their own chosen officers, member of the Imperial
Legislative Council and afterwards Chief Comumissioner of the Centval Provinces. That
Memorandum, brother-delegates, is the vade mecum of all temperance workers. It was
submitted to the Governmeat of Indin. What do you think has been the result? Lt
was not a memorandum submitted by faddists, not by temperance workers, but by a maa
who knew the policy of the Government of India, who ruled and in fact actually earned
rovenue from the different provinces in his capacity as Uommissioner and Collector of
Revenue, That man folt it as his duty that all these grievinces should be placed before
the Government of India. The Government of India, in a resolution and letter, said that
they wero very sorry that such a swte of things esisted, and exspressed a pious Lope
that they would be able to deal with some of these. 'I'he Government of Bombay did
not even express a pious wish but simply said that they did not admit what Sir Frederick
Lely wrote. That is the policy of the Governmeut in spite of the several despatches
of the Secretary of Btate and the Government of ludia expressing that the vice
of drink should not extend throughout the country, in spite of the protest of the
temperance worlkers and others and in spite of the protest, continued protest of
this Cougress. The question of local option has been considered at several
wmeetings. It has been urged upon the attention of revenne officers. It bas been
urged upon the attention of the Government of India. It bas been sanctioned only
in principle. But when you consider the question from its actual standpoint,
what 1s it ? Inspectors and Revenue Officers and even Collectors and Commis-
sioners do not heed our protest but they simply give notice in the dark and allow
shops to be opened. No reallocal option exists at present. 1 think it is not Government
that is to blane, but it is ourseives, We ought to educate public opinion thorougbly ;
we ought to go to villages and to country towns and educate the peopls, educate their
opinion and make them protest strongly against the opening of shops in villages and
towns, Unless the number of shops is decreased I think there will be no use in simply
having local option in principle. Then the opening of shops at religious fuirs aud
gatherings is very objectionable. The temperance workers in Bombay have done tlkeir
best in this direction, and the Government have yielded, to a certain extent. They bave very
graciously promised to close the shous on these occasions. I would urge upon the
temperance workers in the different provinces to take the same line of energetic
action, with a view to draw the attention of Government und not to stop their agitation
unless they gain their point. 1That ia what I would urge upon the people of this country.
It is our duty. The Government have to earn the revenue. We have to see that our
people do not drink and are reclaimed, and that our people do not full into this first habit.
Therefore, all those who are really interested in the cause of temperance should agitate
strongly aud persistently to draw the attention of Government until they gain their poine.
With reference to the question of the Bengal Bill, I am not thoroughly acquainted with ic.
1 only know cursorily that it is an excellent bill.. Because it is au excellent nieasure, it, bas
been stabbed ‘n the dark, Let Bengal rise equal to the occasion as she has done in regard
to the Partition of Bengnl ; lot the people protest strongly and they will get what they want
in regard fo excise administration, With these few observations 1 place this resolution before
you, and 1 trust yon will carry it with acclunation.

Mr. G. A. Naresan (Modras).—Mr, President, delegates and pentlemen, last night
ut about 8 o'clock in the Subject Commities 1 was put down to support this Resoluvion
and now I get a promotion and [ am asked to second. Though I should welcoms
promotions on other oceasions, 1 confess I do not quite feel gratified with the present eleva.
tion. 1 had made only a few notes to perform my duty as a supporter. Gentle-
men, the Hon'ble Bir Balachandra, who has taken a great deal of interest in the
excise administration of Indin, has put forward the main poiots Lefore you. 1 shall,
thetefore, coutent myself with a few observatious. Gentlemen, two facts stand promi-
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nently clear. In the good old days when we had our own rule with'all its imperfections
and defects and in the absence ot ail the civilisation of the present-day Government and of
all the appliances and instruments of the present Goverament, the manufacture and sale
of liquor was made penal. Now, gentlemen, not only does a civilised Christian Govern-
ment like the DBritish take to the manufuctare of liquor but it also interests itself
with all the keeaness of a businessman in retailing its lignor in every part of the country
so that its revenus might advance by leaps und bounds. No doubt the avowed policy
of the Government of this country is that they shall not encourage drink, that their
laws and rules shail bs so framed that people who are not accustomed to drink shall
not have it, that moderate drinkers shall bave a moderate quantity served to them, But
like muny other thiogs which the Government profess, like many other pious provisions
which recently adotued papers especially during the Viceroyalty of Lord Curzon, this
Resolation says that the vice of drink hins not heen attended to as well as it owvght
to be There is again another outstanding feature. In 1870 the excise revenue
was about a million ; ten vears later it doubled itself. In 1903 it was four-fold. Take
again another prominent fact. I find from the Board of Trade Journal’s return that in
Great Britain, especinlly Scotland, the consumption and manufacture of whisky and
other stimulants has considerably decreased; and the Temperance papers there rejoice
over the fact. Unfortunately, when [ turn to the returns of our country, 1 find
quite a contrary state of things prevailing,” Desvite all the professions of the Govern-
ment of India that they do not cure for the revenua, still all laws and regulations are so
framed that as much revenus as possible is squeezed out of the people from the excise
administeation. It is all very weli to speak of the principle of “local optiou;” but the
principle of local option is not at all being given effect to. [ venture to submit that
the official attitnde in regard to * local option™ isa great farce, Gentlemen, contrary to the
spirit of the Resolution of the Government of India, shops are opened in places where
they ought not to be opened. Reference has been made to a Memorandum of Sir
¥redevick Lelv. In that Memorandum he ably, moderately and with all the eare and
caution of an officiai, with bis anxiety that the Government of India should not be made
to look contemnptible in its excise administration, he placed certain facts which show out
clearfy that the Abkari policv of the Government of India is not what it onght to be.
Gentlemen, the complaint that the Abkari policy of the Government of India is enrighteous
comes forth frem Englishmen in all parts of the country. I shall not quote the testimony
of Indians, but will press home the point I bave before you by the evidence of Logiish-
men who feel keeuly that shops are opened in plaoces where thay ought oot to be, and
that the revenue officers sare wmore anxious for the revenme than for the moral and
spiritual welfare of the people. 1 have many authorities to cite buat 1 will simply
mention one, ummnaly Mr. Buckingham, a well known planter of Assam. He folt so much
disgusted with the exoise policy that he published a protest, and his protest was sent to
the local Government oy the Government of India and they attempted to trifle with it.
But all honour to the Government of India that they fully recognised and owned publicly
that the facts stuted in Mr. Buckingham's Memorandum were true, and that the Govern-
ment bad not the slixhtest intention of minimising the gravity of the evil. They placed
a number of reforms before the local Government which the latter reported on as being
not sound and not capable of being carried out. The real fact is that the revenue officers
do not care for the spirit of the Resolution of the Goverament of India; in plain
words, the spirit and intentions of the llesolution do not permeate them. In
1399 the Hou'ble Sir Phervesha Mehta was able to elicit an admission from Sir {then
Mr.) H. E. M. James, Member of the Bomnbay Council. This is what he said;—* My
hon'ble friend waunts more expenditure on the police and on the plague, and if every
respectable gentleman were to say 1 have a syce who is not a temperate person, I do not
want him to get intoxieated, and as drink is only a lusury you should stop bim from
getting liquor. **Whence is the Government’s excise revenue to come from.” Gentlemen,
this was the answer given bv a responsible Bombay official to the most responsible re-
presentative non-official whom afl Indin can atford to send to the Council, ‘I'bis is an
answer which clearly, tralv and gemuinely puts forth the case of the revenue officials of
the Government who are unxious to push forward the Abkari revenue and show as much
revenne out of this braneh of administration as possible, One word more. From a Panjub
Report, I bud a sentence in the report of tha Excise Commissioner of the Punjab.
He has to account for an increase of 33 lakhs in excise revenue in bis Province.
Listen to what he says :—=The prejudiee against liguor is breaking down.” This is the
spirit of an official who has tu account for anincreass of 31 lakbs, and be explains it as above,
(Me. WacHa :—Ilt i3 a triumph of . Excise Administration.) Qur veuerable friend Mr,
Waclia asks me to say that ir is a triumph of Excise Administration. The whole case is so
heautituily put by Sir Frederick Lely that 1 ehall simply quote it. He said, *and yet
I have never met a native, olficial or non-official, intelligent or otherwise, who does mnos
firmly believe that Government fosters the tratic for the sake of revenue, and would
not willingly let iv go.  The renson mainly is that the administrators of all rauks are
too prone to think that their work of prevention is done, when the price has been raised
to the bighest practicable roint, and when they have ascertsined that new shops meet

b

a demand, aud are nor i nuisance’ toneighbours. They do not realise that their xim
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§hould be firsi to put down illicit drinking and then drinking, altogether. The result
is that the Abkari Department is often not in uccord with the spirit of the Supreme
Government, and not in line with the best moral sense aof the -country. The plan of
campaign i3 right enough, but the minoer tactics are often wrong.” GvﬁLlemen, I woulid
venture to add often disgraceful. Lord Curzon in his spesch at Byculla, you remember,
wept fur uearly an hour and protested his love for India. What exactly that love was you
had ample opportunities to Judge. e spoke of “the ludian poor, the Indian peasant, the
patient, humble and silant millions, the 80 per cent., who sabsist by agricalture.” @entle-
men, remamber that this scandalous, ever-increasing excise revenus is drawn from this
patient Indian poor, the 80 per cent., who subsist by agriculture. [ ask yon if any respon-
sible Government that is truly interested in the moral, material and spiritual welfare of
such a large section of the population as the 80 per cent., that snhsist by agriculture, will
think that it is proper to vut temptations in their way, will open shops so near them
thut as soon as they get out of their workshops, or a3 scon as they return from theic
paddy fields, they should have readily kept bafore them bottles of arvack anit pots of toddy.
1 do not think that such professions ara consistant with the rules and nractices of the Gov-
arnment who talk so glibly of theirlove to India. Then again, another point isdo the Govern-
ment of India ssem to think that if they enhuance the duty on liquor they have done their
daty. The ridiculousness that is invulved in this was ably exposed by Mr. Gokhale in one
of the brilliant cannoaades which he gives on the annual financial statements. I am no
authority on economic problems, but I will tell you what he said. Ha said that * the in-
crease in revenue simply means that people are becoming more and more impoverished, that
the man who isaccustomed to drink is willing to spand ail that be has for drink.” And
that is the exact thing that any common sense man will put forward as the best argu-
ment to refute the argument of the Guvernment of Lndia. But the most common sense
argument often fulls on deal ears. 1 have several other arguments to press forward
but [ shall not waste your time. I will only point out that it the Gavernment of India
are sincere in thoir professions, if they want us to believe that their interess is that drink
should not spread and that they do not eare for revenue, they might immediately intro-
duce local option, Men who {ive near a place are best fitted to judge whether a shop
shall be opened there or not. They alone are the best judges. It is ucged, and all agree,
that we should point out that the spread of drink should stop. Government says that
its revenue will decrease. We have lost many good things by the transference of the
Government from the East [ndia Company directly to the Goverameat of lndia. One
of them is this. As early as 1838 the Court of Directors passed ao order intend-
ed to be circulated widely to all Collectors, It ran as follows:—*lt canuot be too strongly
urged upon Collectors that the object which Government bas in view is to restrain and
if possicle to correct aud diminish the total actual consumption of spirituous liquors,
whether clandestine or licensed, being fully persuaded that any .amount of revenue that
may be lost by the efficiency of the system for this end wiil be repaid one bundredfold
in the preservation and advancement of moral feelings and industrious habiz among the
people.” Gentlemen, Lord Curzon is said to have declared before a Temperance DBleeting
in England *‘drink is a leper spot on the surfuce of the vnation, 8 moral canker enting
into she vitality ol our people and producing effects which do wot die with the year or
the life, or even with the generation but which will be reproduced from genercation to
generation in a terrible legacy of poverty, miserv.and erime.” Qn another ocecasion,
addressing the Army Temperance Association at Simia he said, **no body will deny that
a sober soldier is better than an intoxicated one, a moderate drinker than a hard drinker
and a total abstaiver better than all.” The Vicerov added as eloquently as he always
does “if every Uommanding Officer in India were told that he himselt were judged by
the sobriety of his regiment and that a flourisbing canteen woald be looked upon us a
mark of 2 bad Colonel it would be a most excelleut *thing.” Gentlemen, I think we
are not passing the bounds of modesty in saying that this is the stand that the Congress
takes year after year. [f the Government of India savs to us that there 1s an eXcess
of excise revenue we may say that just us a flourishing canteen would bes looked upon s
a mark of u bad Coloual, so also n flonrishing excise revenne would bs looked upon us
a mark of the Goverament of [ndia being absolutely a bud Government.

Mr. 8. 8. Buatia ( Lahore) — Me. President and  gentlemen, in supporting this
resolution 1 stand in « difficalt and peca'iar position.  You will understand this when [
say that [ come from the Punjab. My Province is known to veu, my countrymen, as
the scense of the lubours of the Sikh Gurus, hallowed with the memories of a Nunak and a
Govind Singh ( cheers ). [ foel, therefore, that in coming to Benares L am c_om_ing trom
one place of pilgrimage to auother place of holy pilgrimaga, DBenares. and 1t 1s sad to
Liave to confess that a wretched stats of things prevails in our midst  Take Amritsar, the
city of the Golden Temple, and it is studded with ligeur shops.  Thousands and lakhs of
pilirims come there from far and nesr to bathe in the sucred tank and drown their
health in the dens placed as so many temptations in the path of the unwary pilgrim,
I will relate to you a sad incident. Some vears back a central distillery was estahlished
in that city and, to go further, a picture of the Golden Temple was adopted us a brand on
tiis bottles. Thers was naturally a sansation and a protest, and the brand was given
an bae the boitle remtined and we haves the questionable hanour of supplying liguor to the
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whole province (shame). Take the case of another of onr biggest towns. 1\'.“83
Belgarine, nn esteomod lady, the dolugate of the Anglo-lnuim-\_ Lomperance Association,
went round the shops in Labore aud gave it as her deliberate opinion ia a public meeting
that nowhere doring ler toar round the world bad she come across a more openly
disgraceful state of things, e have in our midst the system of back doors. The frf)ut.
door may be closed at the regulation time but the back doors, one or more, may be plying
the whole night long. There are shops again which have practicaliy got no doors to
close. They beliove in the policy of the open door. Turningto the country we find
that there are faw of our viliages that do not boast of a liguor shop, but [ go further aund
sav thab illicit distillation reigns supreme in numerous villuges inevery Tuhsil and
District ; indesd, such villages have become notorions. There is another dithculty. Our
paople hive become expertd in legal intricacies, with the rvesult that they go scol-free,
Tuey know that under the Excise Act no raids can be muide or arrests etfected in the
night time so the process goes on uader the veil of darkness. They know that wuntil
their possession is legally proved they need uwot fear luw. So distillation is resorted to in
the open fighds whence meu can fly when they get the scent. Wancy, gentlemen, that
Bhang shops flourished openly at Awritsar until the Amritsar Temperance Society the
other day moved and made it impossible fur them to exist any longer. When this is the
sad state of things. do you require to be told, gentlemen, why crime iz increasing in the
Punjab, liigation is prospering, morals are deteriorating and the physique of the people
of the sword-hand of India is going down and getting stunted ? It is time that tbe
Government gave this aspect of the case their serious consideration.

Under the circumstances I feel that there bas been too much of unnecessary
jabilation over the recent pronouncements of the Governmsnt of India on the temperance
question. I hope 1 will be pardoned, if I demur to the idea that we bave got aunything
new. In the year 1857, 1 believe Me. Samuel Smith and the late-lumented BMr, W.S.
Caine carried a resolution throngh the House of Commons which was practically a vote of
censure on Lhe Abkari administration. The 3Secretary of State of the time embodied
the wishes of the lower House in & despatch which bas never been practically acted upon,
and after these eighteen years we have been given these pronouncementsagain. 1 will ask
you to withhold your jubilations and rejuicings until we get something practical.

It these, gentlemen, are the stern realities of the Abkari administration how can we
have coufidence in the doings of a Comunittes which has only the heads of that depart-
ment on it. ‘They are the officials who were responsible for checking, controlling and
supervising the details of that administration, and they can never iuspire public confidence;
we petitioned and protested against this and what is tibe reply vouchsafed? That the
Committee has nothing to do with the policy of the Excise administration but with its detuils.
Gentlenen, it is, not with the policy we qaarrel at present, it is the details that affect us
most, that bave not given us satistaction, aud we are told that they do not concern non-
oficials and the general publiec. That is the sum and substance of the Governinent’s
reply, and it is, therefore, that L ask this Congress to protest against the exclusion of our
counlrymen from that Committee. 1 beg to support this resolution.

The resolution was put to the Congress and carried unanimously.

The Congress then adjourned at 2-40 P. 1. and re-assembled at 3-20 p. M.

Tue Presipent.-—The next saoject is that of representation. I will call upon Mr, G.
Srinivasa Rao, of BMadura, to move this resclution. '

REPRESENTATION.

Mg. G. Skinvasa Rao (Madura).—Mr. President, brother delegates, ladies and gentle.
men, the resolution that bas been committed to my care runs thus.—

* That in the opinion of this Congress the time has arrived when the people of India
should be allowed a larger voice inthe administration and control of the affuirs of their
country by:— .

(2) The bestowal on each of the Provinces of India the franchise to return at least two
members to the British House of Commous.

* (b) The appointment of not less than three Indian gentlemen of proved ability and
experience as members of the Secretary of State’s Couneil.

(¢} The appointment of two Indians as members of the Governor-General's Executive
Council and of one Indian as a member of the Executive Councils of Bombay and Madras.

It is just possible that you may recollect that this resolution used to form part of a
resolution which has been passed by you by ncclamation just an hour or two ago. The
resolution that I refer to is in regard to the expansion of the Legislative Councils of the
country.  This year it bas been found necessary to divide it into two, counsidering the
importance of the resolution which has been passed already. By that it is not meant
that this is secondary in importance. This is asimportant as the other, but as the other
coucerns us at once, it has been passed at first, and it is for you to resoive to pass this
by acclawation now. It is just possible you may thipk that it is unnecessary tbat [
should address you at apy length on this resolution inasmuch as all the arguments which
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might be advanced in favour of this resolution are covared alres.

which have 'beer_l mentioned to you by abler speakers whose words lnllli:?v:yruot:]:h‘:fl?tli:i:
doubt are still ringing in your ears. Still, inasmuck as I bave come forward to mote the
proposition, let me say afew words. The resolution consists of three parts and [ shall
reverse the process in order that it may bring home to your miods the manner in which
we proceed to understand the conditions of the tbing. We will first see and examine
clause (c). You kunow, as n matter of fact, that in the Councils of the Governor-Gensral
.und of the Governors of Madras avd Bombay there are two European Civilinna who are
asanciated with the Governor in the administration of the country., You know what
difficulties generally crop up aod how all that concerns us—ii mean, lndians— is not
placed before the Council so that the best interests of the country might be served. In
order to avoid that, it isrequested in clause (c) that so far as the Bxecutive Councils of
Bombay and Madras are concerned it is just possible, when the time comes or nest year
that we meet, to add one more to them. We request Government that one Indian Member
should be placed on the Executive Councils in'these two Provinces, and also to have two
Indians so far as the Governor-General’s Executive Council is concerned, The importance
of this is so great and so well known that it is unnecessary that 1 should take up any
portion of your time in urging it. The resolution specially in this part bas been repeated-
ly placed before the Congress in past years, and because our prayer is not granted, we are
now repeating it so that we may move the Government on the same peint again. (lansa
(b) is the next part which you have to take into consideration. When in the year 1857
there was a scheme for the transfer of the administration of the country from the East
ladia Company to the Crown, Mr. Disraeli pointed out the importance of having some
gentlemen of this counlry to represent India onthe Council. Fifty years have nearly
elapsed. Has any thing been donein tbis direction? None at all. Therefore, we are quite
within our legitimate bounds toask the Government to grant us this prayer. The third
clause which is the first on the paper is with regard to the bestowal on each of the Pro-
vinces of India of the franchise to .return at least two members to the House of Commons.
You know this is a body which consists of 670 men, and so far as we are concerned if
the prayer is granted we shall probably bave 18 or 20 gentlemen to go from the nine or
ten provinces of India. Compared to 670, 20 will not be much. But nevertheless there
will be a bandful where we have none at all, and the work which they will do will, if done
zoaloasly, advance the interests of our couuntry to a great extent. More need not be said.
Nevertheless, haviog this paper inour hands, whether this is the time for us to press
our claims or not is best told to you in the words of our Grand Old Man. We want more
men of that starop. 1 baveno doubt that other men will come in his place. What he
auys I foel tempted to read, because all of you have not got the messags which Mr.
Dadabhay Nowroji has sent to us. He says that self-government is the only remedy of
India’s woes and wrongs. He takes the trouble to quote the words uttered by Sir Henry
Banoerman only three days ago, this messuge being dated 26th November. The words are:—
“Good Government could never be a subsitute for Glovernment by the people themselves,”

Our nead, therefore, is the utmost for the Governmect by the people themseives, Oar
veteran adds:— *‘ Self-government is the remedy for India’s woes and wrongs. For this
purpose, we must strengthen this Congress, our great body, representative of all Indis,
to go on making every possible effert to accomplish this end, which is quite practicable,
as | bave already said, and has been already sumccessfully carried out very far by British
rolers tl:emselves as far back as 38 years ago, in the case of Mysore. On the other band,
it is as much absolutely necessary, that we should bave a strong Ccmmittee in England
of o pumber of permanenily residing. Indians with the powerful organ Irdia, belped by
sympathising English people and Press, to carry on energetically the propaganda of our
claima and to attain them. A few competent and truly patriotic and enthusiustic Indian
members in Parliament will largely uaccelerate work thers, for, as | have said, it is in
Parliament that the fight is to be fought and the last word to be said.”

With gentlemen of the stamp of the President of the Congress working for us in
Great Britain and co-operating with our fellow-workers there, BEuropeans in the feid,
there is not the slightest doubt .that a great deal can be done for “this country. The
same gentleman also says that this is the best time for us and we must do it. He says:—

“Without gelf-government the Indians can never get rid of their present drain
and the consequent improvement, misery and destruction. No palliatives of any
kind whatever, no more alteration and tinkering of the mechanical machinery of a
demonstration, can and will do any good at all. The drain can only be stopped by the
Government by the people thewselves. To be prosperous, lndia must govern itselt like

the Colonies.

“Gtronger words than these cannot be put forward by me or by anybody else. It
will be our duty, when this resolution i3 properly seconded and supported, to carry it
by acelamation.” ‘ .

In seconding the proposition Mr. Jehangir Bomanjee Petit of Bombay said:—
Mr. President, brother-delegates, ladies and gentlemen, the proposition that I have
the pleasure to second is 8o familinr to every one of you that it does not require many words
tromw me to commend it to your favourable coosideration, It bas been the regular and
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studied theme of sessions after sessions of the Congress; it bas been the topic of able and
exhaustive articles in the papers; it has been the subject of innumerable leaflets; it has been
advocated from the pub]ic platforms and in various othe_r ways, times without number,

The main points of the proposition may be snimmarised tln?s :—Weo _admnce our wejl.
deserved rights to a larger, more effoctive and more representative share in the Government
of our conutry. The desire to have these rights is the I_Jatnrnl and ie.g!tnnate outcome
of education.” It cunnot ba denied even by the worst enemies of tl.ne_ British Goveroment
that one of the many advantages that India bas derived from British rule is education.
This beautiful edueational system, however defective it may be in some respects, produces
thousands of graduates and under-graduates in all parts of the country year after year.
These aducated men who now number clo«® upon a million coms out into the world imbuned
with English ambition and English aspirations. They begin to }ltiderstand what is good
for them and what is bad. They begin to compare their institutions with the iustitutions
of other countries, the history of which they learn during their school.or college career, with
the result that they find and realize with pain thas they are fur bebind their times in the
matter of self-government, They, therefore, claim, and justly, a larger and more respon.
sible share in the Government of their country, and in this demand they are backed up by
a growing and indepsudent press which is in sympathy with theic sentiments.

Gentleman, the early writings and speaches of Mount Stuart Elphinstone and other
administrators respousible for the introduction of education in tl{is country are abundant
in unmistakuble proofs of their intention to introduce the Foglish educational system in
this country with a view to fit the people for self-government. Kven a casual reference to
their early utterances makes it impossible for one to come toany otber conclusion than this,
and now that we have bad so long in our midst this system so sagaciously introduced by
great statesmen who had the dual work of conquering aod conseclidating to perform, it
would be defeating their very aim and object if we are not to ask for our legitimate rights,
Why! I eay that this system was created for the specific purpose of advancing us on the path
of evolution, and all the trouble taken over the spread of education would be practically wasted
if wo did not ask for what the system of education was oreated to give us, Whatever
our opinion of the Englishmen that come to this country may be, 1 may assure you, with
the experience of one who has elosely studied life in England, that we can put faith in the
good will of the Eaglish towards us and salso in their love of fair-play, and that if we go
on knocking at their door we are sure to succesd. I will go a step further and say that
I firmly beiieve that no Goverament can long withstand the just god legitimate claims
of a united people.

The propoesition divides intothree hends; the first refers to the election, from amongst
the ablest men, of two members to the British House of Commons. Gentlemen, this pri-
vilege should have been given to us full fifty years ago. It is painful to feel that a
country with such unlimited resources, with a population nearly 1/7th of the total inbabi-
taots of the whole world, and with an area several times the size of England, Sootland and
Ireland put together should be governed from a distance of seven thomsand miles
through the instrumentality of agents and servants on a far from representative basis.
Every civilized couuntry on the surface of the giobe, however governed, has a voice in
its own administration, and it is fair that we too should have a voice in the administra.
tion of our own; in fact, we should have had that privilege yearsago.

The second part deals with the appointment of not less than three Indian gentlemen
to the Becretary of State’s Council. ‘This Council at present cousists of ten members, al-
most all retired Anglo-ludians, who carry into their retirement ali the prejudices imbibed
during their stay in this country. When the Government of India was transferred to the
Throne from the East ludia Company in the year 1857, and when the India Council was
brought into existence, the Eurl of Beaconsfield bad the sagacity of putting a clause in the
Act constituting the Council reserving three seats for Indisuns in the Counecil. This clause
was, however, ultimately omitted as it was argued that the conntry was not ripe for that
arrangement. Now we maintaia, and justly maintain, that this richt is overdue, and tha
educated lndia of to-day demands that the wise arrangament which the sagacity of the
far-seeing statesman then suggested should be introdaced.

The Jast clanse advocates the appoiotment of two Indiang as members of the Suprems
and Proviocial Councils. In view of what [ have said already thisis self-explnontory,
aod I will content myself with saying that it is our right to have our chosen
representatives in the MExecutive Qouncils of the Supreme and Provincial Govern-
ments.  The beaefit of this arrangement would be iucalculable. Gentlemen,
it is difficalt to imagine why this right which is overdue should have been withheld so luug,
We say that we bave been so long kept off without justification, and 1 have
uo besitation in saying that we are correct in this view. , If we grant the
truth of the argument that no Indians have been found fit enough to occupy these posi-
tions, then I say that that argument is the strongest condemnation of British rule ; for,
what are we to think of a Governient which, after a rule of 100 years, bas not been ab
to produce even a handful of men worthy of going into the Exacutive Councils of the
Governor-General aud the Governors of Bombay aud Madras. But, gentlemen, we do not
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take such an uncharitable view of British Government in India and of the good work they

have done; and wa, therefore, persist i intaini i i .
ME; va, » In maintaining emphatically that this lege h
heen withheld without reason and should now be bfstowgd on u:f priviiese Ras

For these reasons, [ am sure you will support this proposition which seeks to do
nothing more than ask for what is our due, for what has bsen promised to us time after time,
and what has been withheld from us inexplicably and in a mauner foreign to the acknow-
ledged rules and policy of civilized governinents,

_ In conclusion, I say that it ought to bring a blush of shame to the cheok of every
l':ngl!shman who has the honour of his country at heart to think that after 100 years of
English rule his countrymen have mot beeu able to give to the inheritors of onw of the
greatest civilization of the world what America has given to the Phillippines, a far more
backward race than the Indiang, in less than 10 years. lndeed it will be a glorious day for
England when, by her wise laws and thorough education, she will bave raised this ancient
and great but now fallen country to the level of a self-governing nation. With thess words
I beg to second the proposition, and trust that you will accept it in a most enthusiastic
wmanner (cheers).

Mg. 8. R. Das (Caleutta).—dr. President and gentlemen, you hiave already
heard two eloquent und able spesches on this subject, and considering the number of
resolutions we have still to move and pass, 1 do not intend to take wp your timne ia
addressing you any farther. On behalf of Bengal I beg to support this resolutio,

M. FazaL Husain (4ligarh) sapported the resolution in an Urdu speech.

Tee PrestpenT: Gentlemen, the resolution has been duly proposed, seconded and
supported, and I now put it to the vote.

The resolution was carried unanimously,

— ——

PARLIAMENTARY CONTROL OVER INDIAN AFFAIRS.

Tdae PresiDENT. The next resolution is about Parliamentary control over Indian
affairs, [ call upon blr. Ambalal Desai, of Ahmedabad, to move it,

Diwan Bamapur Awmsacav’s Desar { Ahmedabad ).—Mr, President and brotber-
delegates, the proposition which I am desired to move runs as follows :—*That this
Congress is of opinion that to enable the Parlisment to discharge mora satisfactorily its
responsibility ie regard to the Government of India, periodical parlinmentary enquiries
into the condition of India should be revived, and the salacy of the Secretary of State for.
India should be placed on the British estimates.” -

Gentlemen, we have had to-day two resolutions, one proposing that the Councils
of the Legialature should be enlarged, another that the element of representation should be
more widely introduced. The basis of both these is this, that Indian opinion is oot felt
in the administration, and that we are all desirons that the public opinion of the Natives of
India should be brought more into operation in the administration of lIndia. The preseat
proposition i3 of a piece with them. The principal fly-wheel, as L may call it, in the machinery
of the Indian administration is the Parliament, the British Legislature. We may improve
the machinery here and there; we may improve the local enuncils and local boards; but as
long as the principal fly-wheel moves slowlv or does not inove at all, we cannot expect radical
or great reforms. Ln the time of the East India Company, asyou are awarae, at every renewal
of the Charter, an exhaustive enquiry was made into the condition of the people of India,
and you are aware that every enquiry yielded some fruits. After the enguiry of 1813 the’
monopoly of the East [adia Company in trade was abolished. Twenty years later we got
that precions Act, the Act of 1333, which placéd the British subjects in India legally on the
same footing with the subjects of the British Empire elsewhere. In 1853, the year of the
last enquiry, the Civil Service was thrown opeun to all British subjects. In that way at each
enquiry we bave bad some substantial gain. Now, according to the Act of 1858, the Go-
vernment of India is, as you know, vested ia tha Parliameat, and the Parliament is supposad
to exercise the same sort of influence over the Government of [ndia that it does over the
Governmant of the British Isles and the Colonies, As a matter of fact, we know,to our regret,
that Parliament practically takes little or no interest in the affiirs of India, unless or until
some convulsion occurs, Ouly once a year the Indian Budget comes before the British
Patliament, and the time selected for it issuth that most of the members are, as you are
aware, away at that period. Scarcely forty members can be got together. The Secretary
of State reads the Budget, and a resolution is passed approving of it. Now one cause of
this state of things is the ignorance of the British Parliument. Naturally, they trast their
ewn men who are sent out to India ; but they are not aware of the great ad vance this country
bas made in edacation. It is necessary, therefore, that solid facts and figures should be
placed before them, and those fucts and figures can only be obtained by sa exbaustive
enquiry such as was held every twenty years in the time of the East India Company. The
second part of the proposal is comparatively a mere matter of detail, but it hasa double
foundation. 1t so happens that while the British Government bears tbe whole cost of the
Colonisl Office, whereus that of the India Office is wholly charged to the revenues of ludia ;
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end so in point of justice the British Government ought to bear the cost of the India Office also,
Bat there is another gronnd also for this request. 1f the salary of the Secretary of Stute were
placed on the British estimates, according to the rules of procedure obtuining in the British
Purliament, any Indian grievance could be brought befgre the Parliament when the estimates
¢ome up for discussion. This is another ground ior the second part of the proposal. The effect
of an enquiry would be, as I said, that the Parliament will be in possession of many solid facts.
Personaily, | always believe,und I think many others believe also, that it will not be a punacea
for all our evils. Our final deliverance will depend upon ourselves (hear bLear). In
the meanwhile, it is quite permissible to adopt and recommend an ezpedient which
might in some degree mitiyate our evils. With these remarks I commend the pro-
position for your adoption (cheers).

Bagu TaraPapa Bawerit (Krishnanagar).—Mr. President, brother-delegates,
ladies und gentlemen, the resolution which [ have been asked to second bas
been already placed before y»u in eloquent terms by Diwan Babadur Ambalai Desui.
1 do not find the resolution in the printed copy which has been farnished to we. There
is a mere blank space and, therefore, vou cannot expect me to say anything upon it,
(At this stage the manuseript copy of the resolution was handed over to the speuker))
‘The resolution is to the effect that there should be a periodical enquiry into the con-
dition of India. 1t is an important resclution, and | would have felt myself satisfied
by seconding it bad it not been for the fact that 1 fesl that L oupht to say something
on the sabject on account of eertain reasons which I peed not expluin befors you. 1
believe in the dispensation of Providence, and it is my firm belief that kind Providence
bas placed our destinies in the havds of men who live thousands of miles away for
our good, and 1 do think that it is by their efforts our condition wilt be improved, and
we will advance in the path of progress and civilization. But, Sir, it is absolutely neces-
sary that they should know the true state of the country, they should know how India
is being governed and on what principles our Governors here are guided, whether
they foillow the principles which the Parliament has laid down for governing lndia
and which the Queen’s Proclvmation set out some yvears ago during thbe time of the
Butiny, or they are governing us on principles quite different. Yoo know that it is
not possible for them to know the true state of the country unless periodical enquiries
are beld in India. Papers cannot possibly give them that true statement of the condition
of India. Officiuls do not; 1 do not know whether they will wot or will, but, as a
matter of fact, they do not give a ¢true version of the state of things here. It is, therefore,
for Parlinment to appoint mea who are truly apxious to koow the state of the country,
who are truly anxions to know our wunts and who are desirous of removing our grie-
_vances. Enquiry should be held here, and it is the duty of all Indians to represent the
facts as they are without any modification or exaggeration. I, therefore, think, gentlemen,
that it is a resolution of the highest importance, snd that you should all agree in carrying
it unanimously (cheers).

Mr. V. KnisavaswaMi A17AR (Madras).—DbMr, President and gentlemen, I am
glad to support the proposition which has been entrusted to me. 1t was after the jear
of the great conflagration of the Indian Mutiny that the Government of India was
transferred from the Bast India Company to the Crown, and when it was so transferred
there were those that eXpressed most serions misgivings ns to the way in which the
British Parliainent would be able to exercise its control over lndian Affairs. Those
misgivings have been in a great measure realised. The periodical enquiry to which the
administration of this country was subjected at the bands of Parliament under the
dictates of the people who were a zealous body of movopolists has censed to be made,
and bscause that enquiry bas not been made, the British people, the great British nation,
is not aware of the real situation of the various problems that are agitating the minds
of the people of the country (hear bear). We ure not asking for any particular boon
from the British people or the British Parliament (hear Lear). e want them to under:
stand our position. e want them to enquire into our condiiion; we want them to study
the problems that are engaging the attention of the people and the administrators of
Iadia ; and with the kuowledge so acquired we want them to govern this country with
wisdom. Gentlemen, in 1773, which was one of the years in which the East India
Company's Charter had to be renewed, the Regulating Act was passed. The year 1793
wituessed the great Permanent Settleruent that was inaugorated by the Government of
Lord Cornwallis. In the year 1813, another stage in the renewal of the Company's
Charter, the great book was prepared which is known as the Fifth Report of Parliament,
and which contains a record of the rights of land-lords and ryots of this country. In
the year 1833, it was first announced by the British Parliament that the people of this
country shall know no distinction from the people of England in all the offices, in the
emoluments and in ail that is good in shis land, so far as it is possible for the
government of the country to confer upon any body (cheers). In the year 1855, the
doors of the Civil Service wera thrown open for competition. [t was no longer the case of
writers or clerks being selected by a particular body of men to adwminister the affairs
of this country, but it was through the open door of competition which knew no dis-
tinction of class, creed or race—it wus through this door thut the gavernors of this country
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were to coma.  Now, gentlemen, in 183§ ¢
the;Crown. Then ce:ﬁed all furtber erfiqui;:yG::ertl;x:]eg:rifotfh;,‘cﬁlilntry was transfetred to
tration of tl]a affuirs of.this land, It is true that there have l.)een:“;l!?:lllr:1;?tt:e;:le ?df;u_'l’.ls'
ment occnSlonall:y n_n_pmpted. le is true that in 1874 thers was a {lommitte (;‘ P“ll‘m-
ment, under the inspiration of Br. Fawcett,to enquire into the condition of et,hi(; ﬂftla_
and t‘hnt. was followed by great results. fItis true also thers wasthe Wehly Co country,
appointed rpnph later ; and although the fruits,of their labours were not niugh l?;11115310n
that Comqussnon was able to reduce the burden of this country to the extent of ‘£;510 O;Sen
year. This shows tha_ great advaotages which this country has enjoyed from p g di ':
Parliamentary enquiries. The proposition before you has two parts. We nsLEl;P 1ea
m:nual enquiry by placing the salary of the Secretary of State on the British esti:::tnn
“.a "Slf for a pertodical enquiry once in twenty or thirty years according to the wi das.
of Parliament so that the affuirs of this country may be properly studied ® 1 do not ;{S .,
gentlomen, whe called it, but I remember the phrase, it was said to bez;.policy Ofm:liw’
cho‘ly meanness, in dealing with the finances of the peopie of this country. It was t.l;:
policy ot melancholy meanness in dealing with the salary of the Secretary of Stnt; and
pluciog it to the expenditore of the revenuos of India, while the salary of the Secretar
of State for the Colonies, the salary of the Secretary of State for War and the sahry
of the Home S_ecretary are all on the Home estimates and pot on the estimates of ‘thyt;
particular provinces to which they relate, like the salary of the Secretury of State
for India. Gentlemen, in more ways than ons have the revenues of this countr béen
misapplied. [t is no oceysion for e to dwell upon it, but if you find the sulzr of
the Secretary of State for India placed on the British estimates, thea there is a uecer?sitv
for an enquiry, the necessity for discussion with reference to the position of the people
on the occarion of the passing of the British estimates generally at the opening sl;qsi‘:m
of Parliament every year. 1t you get a periodical eaquiry by & Committee of P;rlia;nent
taking evidence, then things that huppened during the period of twenty or thirty years
are examined in the light of it by the Parliamentary Committee with the eXperience
and konowledge of those who have studied lndian questions, and the result of such ex-
amination cavnot but be fruitful to the people of this land., It is in this hope that we
ask for this proposition being accepted. T, for my part, have great faith in the British
nation, I Yeheve in the wisdor of Parliament, 1 have great confidence in the great beart
of the British nation which has always throbbed in sympathy with the nspiritions of all
suffering humanity {cheers), which bas throbbed in sympathy with the wanta of those who
Lave felt the need for sympathy, and [ venture to think that if we appeal to that great
Parlinment for a periodical enquiry into the affairs of this land good only can result.
Whether that good will be commensurate with all our wants and aspirations is another
question ; but all the good that could be achieved by such a mensure will be obtained if
you accept the proposition that is placed before you.

The resolution was put to the Congress and carried unanimously.

THE PUBLIC SERVICE QUESTION.

Tae PReSIDENT:—The next resolution relates to the Public Service question,and
I call upon Br, N. AL Samarth to move this resclution,

Mg. N. M. Sauarta ( Bombay ).—Nyg. President and fellow delegates, 1 have the
honour to place before you the resolution on the Public Service guestion.

The resclulion runs thus :—

(a) That, in the opinion of the Congrass, the principles and policy enunciatad by the
Government of India in their Resolution, dated 24th May, 1904, on the suhjoct of the
employment of Indians in the higher grades of the Public Service, are inconsistent with
those 1aid down in the Parliamentary Statute of 1833 and the Proclamation of 1838 by

the late Queen-Empress, and this Congress eaters its respectful but emphatic protest

against an attemph to explain away pledges solemnly given by the Sovereizn and Parfiament
to the people of this sountry, and to deviate from arrangements deliberately arrived at by

the Government after a careful examination of the whole question by a public commission.

(3) That this Congress is of -opinion that the true remedy for many existing
foancial and administrative evils lies in the wider employment of Indians in the higher
branches of the country’s service; and while conourring with previous Congresses in urging
that immediate effect should be given to the [tesolution of the House of Commons of 2o0d
June 1893, in favour of holding the competitive examinations for the Civil Bervices
simultaneously in England and in lundia, this Gongress places on record its firm conviction
that the only satisfactory solution of this question is to be foand in the re-orgasization
of the Ladian Civil Service, which should be reconstituted on a. decentralised basis, its
judicial fonctions in the meautime being partly transferred to personi who have been
trained in the profession of law.

(¢} That this Congress. concurring in the apinion of thelast Congress, deplores
the abolition of the competitive test for the Proviacial Service. Past expericuce has amply
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establishad the fact that a system of Guvernment nomination degenerates, in the special
circumstances of this country, into a system of appointment by official favour, and thus by
bringing uafit men into the service, impairs the efficioncy of the a(_ixn:nlstratlon and, in
addition, unfairly discredits the fitness of Indians for bigh office. This Congress, th?_ratore,
respectfully urges the Government of Iudia to restore the computitive test for the
Provincial Service. ) . .

Gentlemen, we give expression in this resolution to our resentment at the attitude
which the Government of Ludia, during Lord Curzon’s regimé, has publ:gly t;:tken towards
the Charter Act of 1833 and more sspecially towards the Pruclumnt_‘lou of 1853, ] l would
characterise that attitude as one in which, for the first time in the history of British Rule
in this country, the responsible respresentative of the Crown trn_sd to give public expression
to the sscret feelings which the official portion of Anglo-Indiaus as a elass has all ulong
entertained towards the Queen’s Proclamation. What those secret feelings were and have
besn may be gleanad from the way in which Englishme‘p iu India received the Procluna-
tion on the day of its promulgativa in this country. Tue Bombay correspondent of the
London Times, in his account of the rejoicing on the Proclamation Day, noticed the fact
that while the whole of the uative town was ablaze with illuminations, one particular
portion of the city was conspicuous hy its darkuess. And what quarter do you think it was
which was thus in apparent mourning ? Well, Sir, it was the quarter in which the European
element lived in the eity (lhear, hear). At Madras both the Governor and the Commander-
in-chiof were absent fran the eity oa that duy, and there were no illuminations, no
festivities, no strest decorations, as i Bombay, DMadrus, 8 was literally benighted
on the festive day. That was the spirit in  which the goveraing race,
the Euglish commauity in [ndia, aceeptod or rather reseuted the Proclamation of a gracious
Sovereign. Wall, Sir, the resolution which apveared over the siguature of the Hon, MMr.
Risley ou the 24th of May 1904, is, to my mind, little else thun an attempt, by an imperious
apostle of lmperinlism, to give public expression te, and sbape bis policy in conformity
with, the seeret feeling of hostility which the official portion of Iinglishmen in India
throughout maintained and endeavoured to enforce in respect of the promises and pledges
of equulity of treatrnent which the Parlinmens, gave in 1833 and the Proclamation in
1858, Our resolution says that the Risley Resolution is inconsistent with the Charter Ac
of 1833 uud the Proclimition of 1838  That is our coutention, avd I am prepared to
prove it up te the hilt. To vut it briefly, the Risley Resolution lays down that so far as the
sphers of public service in India is concerned, a certain portion of it shall, for all time,
be open practicaily to Englishimen alone on account of their possessing, partly by heredity
partly by up-bringing anl partly by education, those qualificatiens which are needed fup
successful administration and which the Indian subjects do not and can never possess ;
that outside this sncred circle of u cirpse d'elite, there will be a second circle open both to
Euglishmen and Indians, but even in this there may be, in certain departments, a strong
udmixture, and sometimes even a great preponderance, of the Europeun element on
account of Europeans possessing those high qualities of mind and body which Nature has
denied to Indians. The main featnres of this resolntion are these :—firstly, it seeks to
make a distinction between Englishmen as the dominant or governing race and Indians as
the subject race in ludia ; secandly, it savs distinctly that & certain portion of the public
service in [ndia shall never be open to Indians, but shall be exclusively reserved for
Euglishinen, as Indians are, by naturs, an inferior race.  All this disregards, discards and
scatters to the wind the Act of 1833 and the @roclumation of 1833, The section of
the Act of 1833, which is pertineat in this coonection, reads thus :—

* And be it enacted that no Native of the said territories nor any natural born suliject
of His Majesty, shall, by reanson only of his religion. place of birth, descent, colour or
any of them, be disubled from holding any place, office or employmeut under the said
Cowpany.”

The wording of this section is too clear to need comment. It removed the dis-
qualification of those born in India for bolding any place, office or employment on the
ground of their race, colour or creed. No effoct wus given -to this enuctment for
nearly twenty years, and turning over the Blue Books, oue finds for the first time Lord
Ellenborough writing a long Minute on the subject, regretting the fact that the Statute
bad remained a dead letter and recommending the appeintment of one Indian, Dr,
Chuckerbutty, 50 a convenanted post on the ground, ameng others, that some effoct be
given to the provision in order thut Indians may not feel that Englishmen make empty
prouises, never meaning to carry them out. A few years after came the Proclamation
of a gracious Sovereign, and the clause in that solemn document in respect of which
Lord Curzon employed all the casuistry and sophistry which were the characteristic
featares of bis rhetoric, runs thusi—

“Aond itis our further will that, so far as may be, our subjects, of whatever race
or creed, be freely and impartially admitted to offices in our service, the duties of which
they may be qualified, by their education, abitity and integrity, duly to discharpe.”
Lord Curzon mude the attempt to play tlie Jesuit with the exuression “so far as mny be”
which occurs in this clause, and to spell ont of it a Justification for keeping the higher
grades of the pubiic service asa monopoly for Englishmen. That is an interpretation,
which, 1 veutuwie to thivk, is neitker ingenivus nor ingenuous (checrs), The wurds
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“30 fir as may be, ” vefor to the modus operandi Ly which the whole field of the public
Service 13 o _be OUCU}N_E‘d by the peopla, namely, hy qualifying themselves for it by
educaiion, ability anl integrity.  The clause in effect talds forth to the peopls of India
the prospect of self-zovernmant as the reward of self-development (choers). While
the Section in the Act of 1333 was only a uegative one,—removal of disability,—the
clause in the Proclamation is positive, pledying the Sovereign’s word to the ultimate
evolution of a self-governing I[ndin in so fur as such a conswmmation way be brouuht
about by the process preseribed therein, namely, free and impartial admission to office
of subjucts, not on the grunud of race or creed, but on the sole ground of education, ability
and integrity. ‘That tins isthe correct interpretation is ade clearer still by reference
to the previous clause in which the atiitude ot the Sovereiyn towards the subject races is
embodied. That cluuse is a very important one aod runs thos :—

“We hold ourselves bound to the Nutives of our Indian territories by the same abligations
of duty which bind us to all our other subjects; and thosa obligaticns, by the bles<ug
of Almiuzhte God, we shall taithfully and counscientiously fulfil.”

This clause embodies the Sovereizn’s pledge that there is to he for [ndia no distinction
bstween a governing or dominaat Huglish race and a snhject one consisting of Indinns,
that the Natives of Tndia are not the subjects of Bnglishinen, bunt fellow-suljects with
Englishmen of a common Sovereign (cheers). Al that follows is in fact buf the application
of this pledge in narticalar instances  Mark the words: —“Same obligations of duty
which bind us to all our other subjects.” Thess words preclude the idea of Buelishmen,
baing the governing race and I[ndings being a subject race (cheers. Thisis the proper
iuterpretation of the Proclumation, and I challenge any other interpratution of that
solemu document by any one however liglly placed he may be. The Proclamation of
1858 does not preclude the contingency but contemplates and provides for the possibility
of Indians being able to rise to the highest rungs of the ladder in the public service of
their native-land. The Risley Reseolution, bowever, destrays that possibility, but
attempts to confine the people of India to the lower rungs of the ladder for ever and
for ever. I venture to question the power of any representative of the Crown to Iny down
a policy which whittles dowo the Sovereiyn's plivhted word, as Lord Curzoa has dared
to do (cheers). Lord Curzon clearly exceeded his authority and misused his power in
making an inroad on the rights and privileges gnaranteed to [ndia by a bencvolent Sovereiga
(cheats). Happily for his Lordship and uobappily for India, we are uot living in the
days of Burke and Sheridan. Otherwise, one conld well imagine the fute that would
probably have batallen the lute Viceroy on his return to England, after his trifling with the
Queen’s Proclamation  (loud cheers). [Itis impossible to overrate the importance and
sanciity of that solemn document. So long as England and English statesmea haveo
any seuse of national dignity and bpational honour atall, it must determine for all time
the tundamental charucter of British counection with India (heur, hear). It supplies
a definite standard by which the snccess or failare of Viveroys zod Ministers shall bo
measured by [ndin. By that standard they onght to be judyed, and to that standard they
mnst be made to conform by all those, Englishmen or [ndians, who are loyal to the British
Throne (load cheers).

I need not dwell any longer upon this aspect of the question, I have justiiel my
position that Mr, Rislev’s resolution is inconsistent with the Proclamation of 1858 and
the Charter Act of 1533. I take up the further attitude that the principle of
nowminatioa which has been introduced is also juconsistent with the Proclamation.
1 buve a shrewd saspicion that it has been introduced in order that the Proclamation may be
rendered a waste paper by its being versisted in for n nuniber of years. The Proclamation
says that the modus opsrandi of the lndian people obtaining seli-government as a reward of
self-development, that is the substance of the cliuse [ read —the modus operandi i3 qquca-
tion, ability and integrity. These are the qualifications preseribed. And, therefore, if you
resort to nomination and select incompetent men and gradually show that Indians are unfit,
you gat & handle by means of which you will be able to say to the people that the
Proclamation cannot be carried out as you are not fit to be appoiuted to the hlghe'r grades
of the public service, That is a subterfuga, to use Lord Lytton's phraseology, to introduce
nomiunation ia place of competitive test —an insidious attempt to see that the Praclamation
is redaced to a wuste paper. 1 have siid enongh to justity the main featires of the
resolution bekore you. Uuly one asnect of it remuing, viz, that which you find in the
middle portion of the resolution justifving the appoiutment of Indians in the higher

rades of the public service in order to remedy FHnancial and administrative evils,
Voll, Sir, I need not dilate upon it. You are ull aware that the drain from India can be
easily curtailed by a large employment of Indians in place .uf Turopeans from
your to year. That is the nspect to which reference has been made in the portion of the
resolutiop which you find in clause (b ). As to the justness of our claim being recognised,
L have bopes, now that the liberal mivistry is in power— L too am hopeful like my
friond Mr. V. Krishuuswamy Lyer in respect of the attitude which the liberal ministry
is likely to take with reference to Indian questions.  About this time last vear Sir
Henry Camphell Bannerman, in a speech ho made at Dumterime.  speech we will never fuil
v bring to his notice when he ge's the reins of office into his bunds, male the folluwing
observations.—
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“The basis of our trnst,” said 8ir Henry, ‘¢ is never to forget that the subject races
of Asin and Africa should be rvuled in such n wuay that subjection shall pot stand for
degrnsdation and for luss of liberty, or for any form of exploitation, and the measure of our
sugcess as a civilizing JBmpire will depend upon our building up such laws and institations
as will enabls those races to make the best of themselves, not always according to Anglo-Saxon
models and ideas, but according to their various characteristics and geniuses. We cannot
suy that we have succeeded so long as our protectorates are only held by arming the natives
and drilling them to shoot their kinsmen down. Woe cannot boast of the extension of Dritish
justice, if our methods of taxation and our land systemn oppress them and ure bhatefal to the
people wio live nnder them. Ve cannot retlect with thankfulness on extending civilization
s0 long as i1s course 18 marked by the curse of slavery under }vhatever name it may be
called.  We are part of the great fabric bunilt up in the dominien of India, but we are
saddened by the reflaction that there is another side to the shield, and that the wide-spread
poverty of the Indinn peasunt, who has to support the weight of the whole Imperial
fabric, is a sonrce of discredit to our Empire” icheers). 1 beg to remind Sir Henry of
thess words and usk him to show, now that he is in powor, that they came from his henrt
and were nttered, as I take it they were, in order that they may he carried out to the letter
and etfect given to them in the policy which the Liberal Ministry would pursue towards
India (iond cheers),

Paxpir Bissan NaraYAN Dar (Lucknow }.— Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, it
is impossible to advance any new arguments or stute even old arguments in a new form
upou the question that bas been before the Government and the country for nearly
three-fourths of a century. Bat whea [ think that for the first time in the year 1833 our
c¢laim to public service, to all ranks and grades of the public service, was ncknowledged
by Parlinment, when | think that the great Proclamation of 1858 repealed and re-affirmed
those claims, when 1 think that those claims were repeated and re-aftirmed ou such great
occasions as the Delhli Assemblage in 1877, as the Queeu’s Jubilee in 1887 and also on the
oceasion of the Coronation Durbar in 1903, and when I think of the famons simultaneouns
examination resolution that was passed by the House of Commons in 1893, when [
think of all these matters and those occasions on which our claims to public service were
acknowledged unstintedly and without any qualification, when I think of the opposition
that still exists in the Government quarters to our claims, I am bat reminded of the fumons
words of Burke “‘Inventionis exhaustsd, reason is fatigued, experience has given judgment
but obstinacy is not conquered” (cheers). (Geutlemen, finding it diffieult upon any moral
or upon any reasenable ground to justify this policy of unfairness towards lnuians, the
last course to which our rulers have resorted is to be little the importance of those great
declarations, those great pledges which bave been given to us by the Parliament and the
Sovereign of India, Sir James FitzJames Stephen called the Queen’s Proclamation
a diplomatic docament which was notto be taken in its literal sense (cries of shame),
Lord Ripon rupudiated it in words as emphatic as they were true. Then later on in our
own generation aond time we have had Lurd Lansdowne and Sir Henry Fowler preach
the doctrine of irredacible minimum of Englishmen in the Indian secvice. Then came
the great man with sympathy aod courage for his watchwords and the Queen’s Pro-
clamation as the golden rule which was to guide his puoblic condoet. He soon thraw off
his mask and told us with admirable candour that the byand of racial inferiority was
down on our forehead which disqualiied us for ever from most of the appointments in
the higher grades of the public service. Gentlemen, yoa will excuse me if I read to
you certain extracis from the resolution of the Government of India in which this doctrine
is laid down in all its nukedness, That resolation runs:—

“The general principles which regulate the situtation are, he conceives, two in
number. The first is that the highest rankse of Civil employment in lodia, those in the
Iinperial Civil Service, the members of which are eutrusted with the responsible task of
carrying on the general administration of the coantry, though open to such Indians as

rocsed to England and pass the reguisite tests, must, nevertheless, as a general rule
be held by Englishkmen, for the reason that they possess, partly by heredity, partly by
up-bringing and partly by edacation, the knowledge ofthe principles of Government,
the habits of mind, and the vigour of character, which are essential for the task, and thsat
the rale of India being a British rule, and any other rule being in the circumstances of
the case impossible, the tone and standard should be set by those who have created
und are responsible for it. The second principle is that, outside this crops d’elite the
Government shall, as far as possible and as the improving standards of education and
morals permit, employ the inhabitants of the country, both because its general policy
ja to restrict rather than to estend Buaropean Agency, and because it iz desirable to
enlist the bast native intelligence and character in the service of the State. This principal
is qualified only by the fact tbat in certain departinents where scientific or technical
knowledge is required, or where there is a call for the exercise of particular responsibility or
for the possession of a high standard of physical endurance, it is necessary to waintain
a strong admixture, and sometimes even a great preponderance of the European element.”

Now, gentlemen, in the face of this statement Lord Curzon had the bardihood to say
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community of Indiu is backward in edueation, and in orfier to give them a fair opportunity
it is necessary that the competitive test should be limited. Now, geatlemen, you have
already beard a Mahomedan gentleman who has spoken as to the position and the
attitude of Muhomedans towards political questions. Beionging to these Provinces,
which are the prominent seais of the Mahomedau community, L also say that it is an insult
to their intelligence to say that they cannot hold their own against the other communities
in India (cheers). 1 give you a small instance in my own town of Lucknow. ln Lucknow
thers are thirteen Mabomedan DBarvristers and five Hindu Barristers. In this Province
thers are five Uovenunted Civilians, thres Hindus, one Mabomedan and one Parsee,
‘That is not a bad proportion. The greatest condewmnation of the nomination system lies
in the fact that the Statutory Civil Service bas been ablished. The nomination system
was tried on a grand scale with regard to higher appointments, but it egregiously
failed, and the Government had to abolish it. Thus our demand then is based upon our
education, itis based upon those pledges and promises given to us by FParliament and
Novereign; it is based upon considerations of economy, itis based, I must say, above
all, upon those principles of justice which are written with the finger of God upon tl}a
hearts of men. If you ask me, gentlemen, whether there is any chance of successin
this matter I say that so far as the Government in this country is coacerned
I1do not bope for much, The tide of re-nction is ruaning bigh in this country;
we have seen the passing of the Sedition Law, we have seen the passing of
the Officinl Secrets Act, we have seen our national character traduced and
calumniated by the pgreatest representntive of the Sovereign (hisses), we have seen
the military power triumph over the civil power, and lastly, we have seen the partition of
Bengal, the snppression of the Swadeshi movement by coercioa and force and the infamous
circular of Mr. Fuller (hisses), we have seen all these. Well may John Morley, the present
Secretary of State, say of such rulers aand administrators that after having won India by
breaking all the ten commandments they found it ditficult to muintuin it on the prinei-
ples of tho Sermon on the Mount. The darkest hour is close to the dawn;in the midst
of this durkness to the eye of faith that canlook into the future there yet shines the
morning star of old (cheers). As certainly as there is God's justice in this world, ns
certainly as there is God’s truth in this world, so certainly the cause of justice and the
cause of truth by the blessing of God will not fail (cheers).

Mg. J. SmeoN OF ALLAHABAD supported the resolution in an Urdu speech.

Tae Box'sre Mr. K. R. Gueuswamr Aivar (Zinnevelly)—Dr, DPresident
and fellow delegntes, you will not espect me at this time of the day to make
n speech, mor do I desire to detnin you long om a resolution which has
been completely threshed out by very able speakers. However, representing Madras 1 desire
to make oply a few observations on the leading points that nre touched in the resolution.
I did not think that it was given to Viceroys to make proclamations whose spirit was
eutirely contrary to the spirit that all the noble wordy of successive sovereigus have breathed
in onr behalf and to our advantage (cheers). It might bavs been permissibie for a Viceroy
to glorify himself and present a spectacle of famasha from a Durbar at Delhi.  But it was
not competent on bis part to arrogate to himself the function of promulgating rules with
ragard to tbe employment ot ludians which are certainly contrary to the spirit of legal
enactments and the gracions proclamution of our first Empress (hear hear).

1 will net detnin you on the question of the ijoterpreiation of the words employed
in the Proclamation. Very eloqusutly and most clearly previous speakers have placed
before yon what they consider and what all of you will grant is the right interpretation
to be placed on those words. It goes without saying thbat under a true interpretation of
that Proclamation the resolution of the Viceroy stands condemned. I will, however. asrgue
this question from another point of view, You will have to look at this administrative
question from the standpoint which 1 consider is more important than any other, i e,
trom the ecopomic staudpoint. 1 submit that it is impossible to rule a country hke India
which is so poor on the costly scale of remuneration to its servants that bas obtained for a
long time, The second part of the resolution draws prominent attention to this aspect of the
juestion. Gentlemen, if you were to consider the salaries of bighly-paid Europeans you
will see that for the amount of the salary given to one European you will be able to obtain
pethaps two Indians to iill offices of equal dignity and importance. If in the higber officen
more Indians were to be employed I have not the least doubt that the cost of administra-
tion would be very much reduced. Under the authority of the Government of India's Re-
solution which we are condemning in this proposition I may state to you that the higher
offices have becoine more and more increased ip number during the last 35 years, If
dariog this peried more Indians bad been appoiated instead of increasing the number of
Europeans the cost of our administration would not have become the huge figure that it
nlready is, Fromw this poiut of view among others that have been already urged upon vou
1 prefer to commend this proposition to youar acceptance. As it is very lute in the day
I don’t want to say wore. This resolution is an all-important one, It has to be considered
from the point of view of what is jastice to the sons of the soil no less than from the stand-
point of the tax-payer. The sorely-tried tax-payer of this conatry wants no doubt the best
talent available for its administration. Dut he also wants to pay as little ns possible con-
sistently with efficiency. I say that the only proper solution for that difficulty will be to
smploy more ludians in the higher offices of the State (cheers),
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The resolniion was put to the Congress and carried unanimonsly.
Tue PRESIDENT.—The Congress stands adjourned till 11.30 a.m. to-morrow. The
Subjects’ Committee mests at 5-30 p. m. to-day.



THIRD DAY'S PROCGEEDINGS.
Friday, the 29th “December 1905.

The Clongress re-assembled at 11-30 a. m. :

Tue PresipENT.—(rentlemen, there isa heavy programme before us to-day, and it
will be necessary to enforce the rules about time limit more strictly to-day than it was
done yesterday. I suppose that this general Lint will suffice for the several speakers, and
it will not be really necessary to pull up every one. Now we shall have a slight alteration
in the order of subjects printed in the Agenda paper.  Wo will take up the Financial ques-
tion first, and we will ask Mr. G. Subramanya Aiyar to move it..

Ixprax FINANCE.

Mg. G. SuBraMaNvA A1vAR (Madras).—Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, I have
the honour to move the following resolution :—

«That this Congress, while appreciating the action of the Government of India in applying
a portion of its surplus revenues last March to some of the purposes recommended by the
Congress, is of opinion that the financial relief given by it to the tax-payers of this country
during the last three years has been most inadequate, and the Congress regrets that ad-
vantage has been taken of recent surpluses to increase largely the military expenditure of
the country, raise the salaries of European officials in several departments and create a
number of mew posts for them. The Congress urges that any surplus that may arise in
the future should, in the first place, be utilised for purposes of remission of taxation, and,
secondly, be devoted to objects directly benefiting the people, such as imparting scentific,
industrial and agricultural education, providing increased facilities of medical relief and
assisting Municipal and Local Boards with grants to undertake urgently needed measures
of sanitary reform, and the improvement of means of communication in the interior.”

Mr. President, this is rather a difficult question, and I am labouring, like other speak-
ers at the Congress, under the disadvantage of being called upon to speak at the spur of the
moment. But happily some of you might remember the masterful and exhaustive speech
which Mr. Gokhale delivered on this subject last year in Bombay, and I need only repeat
to-day some of the salient features of that speech.

The sum and substance of this resolution is this :—That for some years past the Govern-
ment of India have been taking, from the pockets of the people, more taxes than are required
for the current administrative expenses of the State and, therefore, that the additional
burden placed upon the people by this excessive revenue should be reduced, firstly, by
remission of taxation, by far larger remission than has taken place ; secondly, by giving a
portion of the revenues back to the people in the shape of beneficial services rendered to
Municipal Councils and other local institutions, and for purposes directly concerning the
civil internal condition of the country. Gentlemen, you are aware that these so-called
surpluses are not surpluses derived from the increased prosperity of the people, but are en-
tirely derived from additional taxation, additional taxation imposed upon the people for
the specific purpose of meeting the loss, the growing loss, from exchange as it was called.
Year after year, for the space of six voars, additional tuxes were imposed upon the people
for the specific and avowed purpose ol meeting the Joss from exchange. These additional
taxes were patiently borne by the people in view of the increasing embarrassment of the
State. But it appeared at one time thut there was likely to be no nced te this embarraas-
ment caused by fluctuations in exchange, Therefore, the Government of India resolved
upon legislation by which the exchange value of the rupee was fixed. But once the ex-
change value of the rupee was fixed by legislation, the so-called loss by exchange had
ceased. It, therefore, followed that the taxes that were levied for the exﬁlfcit purpose of
meeting the loss from exchange should also cease, this loss from exchange having ceased
But someliow or other these taxes have been continued, even though the exchange ha(j
hecome steady. Not only are these taxes maintained, but as a fact the so-called steadiness
of exchange, the artificial appreciation of the value of the ropee hae operated as an indirect
tax upon the people. This was a serious aspect of the Currency Reform of the Government
and many Anglo-Indian administrators and many Indian friends urged this aspect before
the Currency Committee.  In fact, Sir Antony Macdonnell and Mr. R. C. Dutt said so in
so many words that this so~called Currency Reform was an indirect method of obtaining
more revenue by means of indirect taxation from the people of the country. Of course
some peonple maintain that this saving, made by the Government of India.by the artiﬁ('ni
skeadiness of exchange, has not operated as a tax on the people.  But it is obvious that
svery rupee spent by the State, or every rupee saved in the expenditure of the State
must come from somebody’s pocket. 1t cannot rain from heaven. From whese pochei,:
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T'hrln could this saving of 10 or 12 crores have come? Nt Ly means of the artificial
value of the rupee, but from the pockets of the people. There are one or twa eceentric
people \x*ho.:nr&!11t:lln that this saving of the Government of India is paid by the British
merchants.  Simply absurd. The British merchants are not so foolish that they should
voluntarily agree to pay, from their pockets, 10 crores of rupees in - order to save that
amount of taxation to the Indian people. Therefore, all these savings of the Government
of India, besides recent taxes imposed upon the people, come entirely and exclusively from
the pockets of the down-trodden ryots of this country (cries of “<hame™). That heing so, we
now demand from the Government that for the past'six years and longer the Government
have had more than they wanted for the purpose of administration; although such was the
case, they have still maintained additional taxes besides the indirect tuxation that Currency
imposed  upon ) the people; therefore, we ask that this additional taxation
should be " remitted and given back to the people. In  fact, it is calculated
that duripg the past six years nearly 45  crores  have been taken from the
pockets of the people over and above what the State wanted for its expenditure, According
to the of}icml calculation, nearly 124 or 13 crores were taken from this 43 crores, calling 1t
the earning from mintage, from the coining of silver into rupces. But this 12} croves-
which ?he Government gets as profit from mintage, it is alleged, comes from somewhere,
forgetting that every rupee earned by the State must necessarily  come from the pockets
of the tax-payer. . From where else can they come? Thevefore, these 124 erores, nlthough
not strictly and technically taxation npon the people, still come from the taxable resources
of the people. Therefore, it may be said that during the last six  vears, 45 crore-
have been  taken from the pockets of the people” more than what the State
wanted. Now it is contended, on the side of Government, that about 20 ecrores
have been given back to the people in the wav of remitted taxes, But what
is 20 outof 45 ecrores taken away from the pockets of the people? It is not
even one-half of the excess amount taken from the people. If these 253 crores
overand ahove the 20 crores were expended entirely for the henefit of the people,
there would he some consolation and compensation. These 23 crores  which the
Government have had have been spent mostly upon military purposes.  Beeause the (fov-
ernment have had more money than they wanted for current expenses they have heen under-
taking military enterprises on the Frontier; expedition to Tibet, grasi-expedition to Per-
sin and all romantic commereial expeditions ; these have been undertaken hecause they coulid
not resist the temptation of the plethora money in their hands. Besides more extraordinury
things that very reldom take place in the Government of civilised countries have tuken
place, namely, that about 30 crores from the current revenues have been spent upon
the construction of railways. Now-a-days they can say, and the Government hoast of it,
that railways have begun to pay, that 7 or 8 croves are paid by railways, If that be
0, why should current revenue be spent upon railways ? Because they have had more monoy
than then wanted, they have been spending carrent revenues upon the re-organization of
the army, a procedure which is most unusual and eriticised by Sir Charles Dilke, a proce-
dure not obtaining in any of the civilised countries in the world, Any extraordinary ex-
penditure on remunerative public works must be met, not from current Tevenues Lut from
horrowed capital.  Not only is the Government of India tempted to incur unnecessary
and wasteful expenditure, but the Home Government is also tempted to impose obligations
on the Government of India, hecause the Government of Indin have got more
money than is required. It is a most absurd, wnrighteous and unjust  proposal
to locate the British garcisonin South Africa at the cost of Indin. That was done
hecause the Home Government knew that the Government of India had plenty of money.,
In the same way a large number of new appointments have been ereated, and most extra-
ordinary and romantic schemes have been undertaken.  The expenditure in that way has
been lavished because the Government have had more money than is wanted.  Lord Cur-
zon’s chief principle of finance has been to tax heavily and spend lavishly instead of the mors
reasonable maxim *tax moderately and spend economically.”  After all it may be contended
that most of the expenditure was incurred for good purposes, but there are numberless
@ood objects which the State can undertake, and there must be some limit to the amount
of expenditure incurred Erom the pockets of the people.  There is some principle which the
Grovernment of India, as well as the Governments of other countries, must bear in mind.
However beneficial may be the purposes for which the Government takes money From the
pockets of the people, every rupee taken from the pockets of the people for purposes of the
Ntate cannot be so well spent as every rupee left in the pockets of the people.  The Rtate
can spend the money of the peopleon purposes ever so good, but every rupee left inthe pockets
of the people fructifies and reproduces itself much meore than the money tuken from thepeoplo
by the Government in the shape of taxation, Therefore. it isaltogetheran erroneous and deln-
sive principle because the money taken from the po(-](t.-rt:: of the people is spent on henefi-
vial purposes, it is, therefore. spent on best purposes. The resources of the people must he
left as far as possible to fructity in the pockets of the people, and the expewditure mast he
limited within proper limits.  The great maxim should be to tax moderately and to xpend
cconomically.  During the last six years we have seen taxes t'.:_kvu from the _]"f“l'h' and
spent on PUrposes Some of which are heneficial; bat if '(mly taxation h(: l('\'l(‘fl within mode-
rate limits, and if people were enubled to keep some of the taxes paid in their own pockets,
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they would bo much more prosperous than they are. Therefore, we say now that you
have 6 or 7 crores moro than what is wanted, remit a pertion of it to the people. _You
have no doubt remitted a portion of the salt tax and some other remission has been given,
but that is not enough. There is plenty of scope for further reduction and remission to
the ryots living in parts sorely atflicted by fami}w, and who _wdl, therefore, welcome any
relicfvgiven to themi. You also imposed a very improper excise d}lty on cotton manuf:'tc-
tures. That was simply to please the Manchester and Lancashire manufacturers. You
can, therefore, romit that excise duty and further remit taxes. You can also spend
whatever money is still left for the direct benetit of the people 1n thg ways suggested
in this resolution, in tho shape of increased grants to Scientific and Agricultural education,
to Medical relief and to Municipalities and Local Boards. In all these ways you can spend
what money you have for the bencfit of the people and reduce the sur‘lus to the
lowest figure possible, so that the Government of Indin and the HMoine vernment
may not be in the constant temptation to incur wasteful expgndltur‘e becanse there is more
money in the hands of the Government of India than what is required (loud cheers).

Mg. R. N. MupnoLEAR (Amraoti).—Gentlemen, as the President has told us that the
time before us is very short, it is necessary that we should compress all that we have
to say within as short a space of time as possible. The subject is a very important one
because, as has boen very aptly stated, sound fimances are at tho foundation of the pros-
perity of the State. This sound principle has been ignored in the case of India. In.the
case of India, you find that instead of the first principle of taxation, namely, that as little
as possible should be taken out of the pockets of the people, instead of this sound principle
being followed you find that more money than is necessary has been taken. Instend of
obtaining just the amount which is requisite for expemses, Government has been, yenr
after year, taking out vast sums which leave vast surpluses in their hands,  As our friend
Mr. Subramanya Aiyar hms pointed out, during the last seven years alone nearly
45 crores of rupees have been taken out more than we required, and the Government have
had enormous surpluses, more than they knew what to do with. This has afforded them
opportunity for increased expenditure. There have been heavy taxes imposed. Govern-
ment have made large profits by what i3 called steadying exchange, and yet no sufficient
attempt whatsoeveﬁms been made to remit taxes. Last year, ont of the vast sums which
the Government have had volunteered, a sum of 353 lukhs was allotted for the purpose of
Primary education, and 56 lakhs were given as grant-in-aid to the District bodies. But
the aid which is necessary, however, to have been given for purposes of Scientifie, Agri-
cultural and Industrial education has not at all been given. I do not want to go over tho
ground gone over by our friend Mr. Subramanya Aiyar. I shall but draw your attention
to those things which have not been touched in his speech. The military expenditure has
from 1884 been growing up every year. In 1884, 17 crores nearly were spent on military
purposes, Now the military expenditare has gone up to 304 crores of rupees. Nearly
13 crores have been taken out of the pockets of the poor for military purposes. This year,
Government is going to spend not only for what is considered as required for the existence
of the armyv, but they bave got vast schemes. Someo time ago there was the Re-armament
scheme. We have now got the Mobilizationr schemo, and 3 crores every year are intonded
to be spent for whit are called bailding barracks and other things for military purposes.
It is not only military expenditure which has been growing, but civil expenditure also.
During the last 3 years, 14 crores have been added to the civil expenditure. During the
last 3 years, 194 places of over Rs. 500 have been created. Out of them, 166 have
been given to Europeans (shame), Well, this is the way in which money is spent for
military purposes and for creating high berths for Europeans. The most important thing,
namely, Scientific and Technical instructions, is wholly and utterly unheeded. I say
utterly unheeded deliberately. I shall only state a few facts to show where and how we
stund. Throughout the whole of India there are only two Agricultural colleges, leaving
out of econsideration the new institution at Pusa. These two colleges in 1901-1902 gave
instruction only to 60 pupils. There was no single Government Technical institution.
The only Technical institute worth the name was in Bombay, but that was established
mainly through the munificence of her citizens. Government does give grant-in-aid of
Rs. 30,000 a year, but that is all what they do for Technical instruction there. There
are only 7 Schools of Art which give instruction to 1,600 pupils. There are only 76 Indus-
trial schools which give instruction to 4,500 pupils. Compare this with what is being done
- in the two countries of Germany and England. Gerinany has a population of 56 millions,

and out of these 8 millions were in Primary schools alone; 13,000 pupils are in what are
called Teehnical High schools corresponding to our Technical institute in Bombay. In
Ingland, the city of Munchester alone spends 43 Iakhs of rupees over her new Technical in-
stitute. There is the Leeds school which is organised to give instruction to 2,000 pupils.
The Parliamentoov grant to Technical institutions alono  comes to 300,000 pounds. The
grants from loeal Lodies goes over 900,000 pounds. Compare this with what is done in
India.  In Indii oui of a total revenue of 123 crores, ouly 4 crores are devoted to all pur-
poses of educition (shame). Mr. Watcha asks me to point out that these do not
all come fro: FPmneriel revenues. It is partly from Imperial revenues and parily
from Local. o, thut i all that is being done by the Government. In England



( 49 )

there are now Science schools and classes, over 9 i 715
schools. That is what is being done in their owr{:rco:t’r?tor())'.sm{l‘.?: en:::\i](:gl?laﬂl]c 1;':'1';(1\:1:}1:“
have got so much money, when they can spond 13 crores for building barracks enn tlwy'
not give one crore for Technical institutes for the whole country? The resoureos <;E Imli{
must be developed.  For no better purposes can the funds be spent than for the purpos‘a
of furthering the cause of Industrial and Seientific instruction (cheers). There is one
thing which we can say to Goverument. If from 70 crores, the revenue has been raised
to 127 crores, will you not make a proportionate increase in the money spcn£ on [)urf)(;sos
(éoi(il:ﬁzlll:::; ?in Tt}ll:;r(;-;lci l;);lj,” [;)tth];:ll;lllmomt ‘Ol'l'“:'lli.cl‘l I shall tonch, and I shall finish, ~ The

! , in s get, made a provision for grants-in-aid to District Boards, but
there is no provison whatever made to give grants-in-aid to Municipal bodies. In many
parts of the country, Municipal bodies are in as difficult a position on account of Eamina
plague and different other things as District Boards. Tho work which thoy aro called upm;
to perform is one which benefits not only the population in their area, but the whole country.
We may well ask Government to devote a portion of their surplus for this purpose. With
these few remarks I commened this resolution for your acceptance (lond cheers).

Bapu MatEURA Dass (Sindh).—Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, I have been
asked to support the proposition which does not require any lengthy speech from me
I come from a distant corner of the country, from Sindh. I am not from the Bengal
Presidency as deseribed here in the programnie, and my reason for coming here is that we
should ask the Government of India to spend its enhanced tasation on building model
sanitary towns. Our towns in Sindh have become plague-spots, and at a cost of 3 or 4 lakhs
to the municipalty they have been pulled down, but no expenses can relieve us. Most
of the head-quarters of each district have become plaguc-spots from which plague rafuses
to go. We have been growing worse and worse year after year. All that we demand is
that Government should open new towns instead ‘of spending lakhs for the construction
of barracks: 20 or 30 lakhs of rupees may be spent to advantage so that we may remove
these plague-spots, and there will be nothing happier than this. Towns like Karachi and
Hyderabad have boen spending any amount to no purpose. Hyderabad contains 60,000
human beings within half a square mile, which is the highest density. And what sanitation
could you except there? Small narrow zig-zag lanes which do not see the light of the sun,
and which do not got any breeze. Within a limited area 60,000 live and sleep. Nothing
could be better than to break up that town and make the people live happier. Not only
that but we have a large cantonment area near Hyderabad, 3 square miles, in which 3,000
or 4,000 soldiers are located, and we ask (Government to give up tha barracks and tell them
to go and build barracks somowhere else. But they would not give these even for money.
Only a small bit is claimed. There is another piece of land which the Governmeut will
not give ug for the expansion of our town. They will sell pieces and make profit out of
that, but will not give it to us for purposes of sanitation. With these remarks I will ask
you to support this propositson, and ask Government to spend the enhanced taxation on
improving the towns (cheers).

The resolution was put to the Congress and carricd unanimously.

TaE PresiDENT.—Before we go to the next question, I have to read a telegraphie
message to you. You will remember that yesterday we passed a resolution offering our
welcome to Their Roval Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Wales. A reply has
been received to that telegram. It is from Sir Walter Lawrence- addressed to myself as
President of the Congress:—Your telegram of yesterday had just arrived while the
Prince and Princess of Wales were on their way to Caleutta. I am directed to express
the warm appreciation and the thanks of Their Royal Highnesses for the cordial welcome
offered to them by the Indian National Congress.” The noxt question that we take is
military expenditure. I will call upon Mr. H. A. Wadia to move the resolution.

MivrrarY EXPENDITURE.

Mg. H. A. Wapia (Bajlot).—Mr. Prosident, ladies and gentlemon, the resolution
wlich has been entrusted to nwe is in these terins :— :

Resolved—(a). That this Uongress, while recording its emphatic protest against any
change which weakens the suprenacy of the Civil control over the Bilitary authorities,
is of opinion that the neccssry Civil control cannot be adequately exercised until and
unless the representatives of the tax-payers are placed in a position te inflacnce such
control.

(). That this Congress eaviesily repeats its protest against the eontinued incrcnsa
in the military expenditure, which is unneces=iry, unjust and beyond the capacity of the
Indian people. o . ) ‘

(¢)» That this Congress is distincily of opinion that as the military expenditure of
this country is determined, not hy its own mlhtary_ needs and _requiremants _nlo‘ne but
also by the exigencics of Briti-h supremacy and British policy in the Kast, it is only
fair that a proportionate share of such expenditure should be mct out of the DBritish
exchequer and shared by the Empire at largo instead of the whole of such_ expenditure
falling on a part of the Empire which is the poorest and the least ablo to bear it.

{d). Tﬂat in view of the clrmgzed position of affairs in Asia, due to the recent war
between Russia and Japan and the Anglo-Japanese Treaty, this Congress carnestly urges
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that the large expenditure of 10 millions sterling sanctioned last year fo!‘ the He-organizutic_)n
«eheme be not now incurred, and the money be devoted to an extension of education in
all its branches and reduction of the ryot's burdens.” )

Gentlemen, it is needless for me to dilate at large _upon the facts and circumstances
which attended the recent controversy between Lord Kitchener and L01'¢l Curzon. I am
afraid. lowever, that we have been thinking the more of the relief from the retirement
of Lord Curzon than of the trouble due to Lord Kitchener's trunnph_ over Lord Curzon.
1 wish to speak in no disparaging terms of Lord Kitchener. ]-lu. is no doubt, a great
woldier and has done valuable services to the Empirve. But I submit, 8ir, that the greatest
soldier, ouzht to be a servant of the State and not its master, and that any step which is
takon to transform the servant into master is perilous to the interests of the State. Lord
Kitchener mav be a very great soldier, but I say that for India be is an unsafe adviser,
and my authority for saying this is the great predecessor of Lord  Kitchener himself,
Lord Roberts. ) . . .

And yet, gentlemen, what have we seen? His M:qosf_\" s Ministers Iml\'e 9\'01'1'11]051
T.ord Curzon and the whole of the Government of India at the behest of this unsafe
adviser. One of the benefits that we have already derived frem the change of ministry
i« that the present Prime Minister has declared that he will never allow Military service
to overrule Civil control. Tor this we are thankful; but remember, gentlemen, that
this Civil control exists only in theory, and litherto in practice Civil contrel has teen
very little indeed.  Year after year we have scen Commanders-in-Chiet and Military
Members of the Government of India received carte blanche from the (ivil authorities
to draw as much as they liked, and to draw as leng as they liked, upon  the impoverished
exchequer of Indin. Some of our Finance Minirters, when freed from the trammels
of oftice, have confessed how little they counld influence the Commander-in-Chief and
Military Member when they lead the Viceroy captive. This (ivil control can be
exercised adequately only when the representatives of the tax-ayers of India are in a
position to influence and to control those in whom the Civil Control is vested. If any
proof were wanted of the misery of India’s defenceless position, it is found in this Military
controversy, Not only was the Govermment of India overruled, but the Seerctary of
Stute's Council was overawed, and the Parliament was hoodwinked. You all thought,
we all thought, gentlemen, that when His Majesty’s Ministers allowed the Indian Budget
to be brought at an carlier date, there would be some benefit for India. But it was
not so. The Budget was brought in. Within a few  davs afterwards  the whole
correspondence hetween Lord Kitehener and Lord Curzon was published. When the
Parliament discussed the Indian Budeet the Parliament was never informed and w as not
put in knowledge of all that was going on with regard to this controversy.,

Sir, the next question i, what is the reason for the heavy burden that has been put
upon us? We were never told of this reason.  Lord Curzon only tried to satisfy us with
magnificient perorations in his budget speeches, and it was only when Mr. Balour spoke
in Parliament last May that we came to know thereal truth, T will not take up vour time
by stating what the facts are which Mr. Balfour represented bLefore Parlimment, Isay
they were so re-assuring that we were wondering what, in spite of that assurance and in the
presence of a large assembly, this crushing burden was put upen the impoverished tax-
pavers of India. Ifit was so in May last have we not reason to enquire after the Treaty
¢f Brisbane, the Anglo-Japanese Treaty, why this burden should still continue? 1 have not
the time to state to you, but I have taken scwme trouble to read what was the impressicn on
the minds of the Russian people by the publication of the Anglo-Jopenese Treaty. The
Russiun people say, “we are content not to go o step forward provided England alvo exercises
thiz self-denying ordinance.”  There is nothing unreasonable in this demand of Russia’s.
I will only say that the press in Engl:md has coneeded this domand of Russia, and said that
England was willing to agree to the promise if Russia dees not go a step forward. India
will not go a step forward in Central As<ia.  Then what is the necessity for additional taxa-
tion being put upon the shoulders of India? 1 can see no reason whatsoever; and, there-
fure, we were entitled to ask that 10 million pounds which are to Le spent on the army
re-organization, ought to be diverted from this wasteful purpose to a more bencficial and
useful purpose. 8o far you know the condition of our poor people. You live amongst
them, und  see how they are suffering. T ask if these 10 millions are spent for proper pur-
poses what hope will it not bring, and what relict will it not bring to the hearths and homes
of people that are very nearly desolate? Indin’s claim is this. As these expenses are
incurred for the purposes of the Empire, it is not India alone that onght to lLear thut
buvden, but that burden ought to be shared by the British exchequer and the Empire at
lavge.  That claim is a righteous and « proper claim, I know this that if we press this
cluim and repeat the claim with one  united voice on behalf of our people, in the end it
is sure to rain the ear of the British people who, in the long run, are  anxious to do what
ix just. 1 claim for the Congrress that on this platform wewcan  speak with that one wnited
vuice on behalf of our perople. True they ave steaped in ignoranes; they are steeped in
poverty and want. And when we claim to speak on  behalf of the voieeless millions it is not
so much a right that we desire to assert as a sacred duty which we aspive to perform. In
thee performance of this duty lot us never waver, never falter. Remember, that if we go
ou urging and urging this righteous claim, we are bound to suceced in the end. There
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and muterial advancement of their own people. Ts the Hon'ble }\Ieglbt‘-l‘ prepared to
adopt Japan as a model for all branches of the administration question? If so, let him
induce his colleagues iu the Govermment to treat the people of India as the Japanese-
(tovernment treats the peoplo in  matters of education, of industrial development, of
Military and Naval services, of appointment to high ) 1"'35]’0"51!’1.“' oiﬁge, and 1T, on my
sart, humble as I am, undertake to sce that no ludian Hmh'hc”t raises any objection
to such military expenditure as the Hon'ble Member thinks it necessary to incur.”

With these remurks I second this resolution (cheers).

Mg. N. B. Ranapg (Bombay).—Mr. Chairman, ladies and gentlemen. 1 beg to support
this resolution which refers to the rednction of military expenditure in Iudia. Ln the
opinion of veteran congressmen, and in the opinion of English sympatbisers of the cause
of the Congress, this question of the reduction of ml_ht:u'y ex;?en.-hture ought to occupy a
very bigh place in the proaramms of the Gongress, being next in importance to the sabject
of Trepresontation only. For this reason : that out of a net revenue of 66 crorers of
rapees, about 33 crores, or half the net revenue, 13 Eemg eaten up by the Army
expenditure. Out of & total army of 210,000 soldiers, 70,000 soldiers are brought from
England and 140,000 soldiers are recruited here and kept in India, Now, the questiow
hefure us is : if the Indian Esxchequec has to spend 33 crores of rupees annually upon the
Indian Army should not England share a portion of the expenditure with us, for the reason
that England's chief duty is to protect English commerce in India. Fromn a reference to
the" statistical abstract of British Rule in Indin we will find that Bugland’s commercial
gain from India is about 40 crores of rupses annually, and if these commercial interasts
are to be protected here, 1 believe that a part of the 33 crores shonld be shared
h)' E"g]ﬂn.l_ There 1s another question of the prestige of Encland. England’s pnsition
in the bistory of the world is very great, eimply because England possesses [ndia. 1
believe that for the reason of prestize, and for the reason of comumercial gain from India,
Eungland should share a portion of this expense. There is another quesiion. With regard
to tha 3 crores allotted to Lord Kitchenor last yenar for his new Army Re-organization
Scheme now before Government, they have agreed to contribute annually a sum of 3
crores. Qur prayer is that instead of sanctioning moce and more money for army expen-
diture, if the Government will spend that money, as the previous speaker pointed out,
on internal reforms there would be a coutented [ndian population, and if dangers from
foreign enomies witl arise the whole pepulation of 300,000,000 will be b_ehind th_e British
army to protect the interests of England as well as of India. There is very little timne
to speak more, and I, therefore, just place this question before you with tiese few remarks

cheers).
( N[)L KrispNa BuLpeo VerMa nest delivered an address in Hindi.

The ltesolution was put to the Congress and carried unanimgusly,

Tar Presipent.—Belore we proceed to the next resolation I wand to make just one
ohservation. | nuderstand that there i3 some misapprehension among our friends from
Bengal about the non-appearance of a certain resolution that was settled by the Subjects
Committee lust evening, and that should have been on the angenda paper. I myself nm
surprised that the resolution did not appear, but on enquiry [ find that a slight hitch bas
arisen. Nothing very serious, there is no dispusition to shelve the question, we will take
it up inmediately after tha recess, As guestion of partition and repressive meusares have
to bang together, | have not taken up the question of partition as yet. I hope this announce-
ment wiil salisfy you that there is nodisposition toshelve the question, (This aanounce-
ment was received with shouts of lande mataram), The next question is the treatment
of Indians in British Colonies. I call upon 3r. Mudanjit to move the next resoclution,

INDIANS IN BRITISH COLONIES.

Mg. Mapansir {Bombayi.—Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, I am perfeclf}'
aware of the short time at my disposal, and 1 have made up my mind to draw the atten-
tion of this assembly toa few salient facts that bave happened during the last 12 months.
The greivances under which weare groaning are further multiplied, and the colour contagion
hasspread to furtherarea, right up to the borders of cur Indian jurisdiction ; and mied,
all of them are within the limits of onr benign British Empire.

Coming to the first part of the resolution expressing our satisfaction at the relaxation
of certain disabilities by the Aunstralian Commonwealth in the lmmigration Restiiction
Act, I must remind you that that relaxation was not so much for the love those Anstralian
Colonists bear towards our countrymen, but bacatse, in the words of one of the Members
of the Australian House of Parlinment, ““ the Japanese have raised themnselves in the scale
of civilised nations "™ by flooring one of the mightiest nations in the world. You can
derive vour own lessons from it.

Coming to South Africa, the sitnation is much ‘more -gloomy. DBefors the war our
position was considerably better in all the different Colonies of South Africa than what it

15 to-day.  In fact, the position of the Indian is such ag to pass comprehension.

!nthe Cape Colony, at the iostigation of a private Circular emanating from the Office
of Lora -Milner, they passed anti-ludian legislation and begun with the Iiminigration Ke-
striction Act.” That Act has been intensified in its rigour and harshuess during the year,
and very respactable Indians who were in the eountry are refused entrance because they
"‘"}'d not satisfy the Hestriction Officers moulded regulations ns to their former domicile.
Ty Officer wants theseo British lndians to provo that they were landowners or bad their wives
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and children in the Colony, and for the matter of that their businesses, ete., afBdavits from re
spectable citizen being considered unsatisfactory, Now itis impossible and absurd to suppose
that every man could own land or have his wife and children {u the country of his adoption
especinlly when he returns to his motherland for a temporary sojourn, Bt nothing could
avail the exacting Restriction Officer and tLounsands of Indians, some of whom bave trade
relations in different parts of the world, are put to the most harrassing and exnsperating
treatmnent. Bl?st of them could not re-enter the Colony. Natal, the land which was
brought into its present flourishing and proud position by the Indians, continues its
oppressive methods unrestrained and unabated. The Lmmigration Restriction laws yearly
add to the rigor, and very many respectable Indians, notto speak of others, are refused
entry. Its Dealers Licensing Act is the greatest and most effoctive wenpon they have
been using to stamp out Indian trade out of the country. By hook or by erook. even
without a shadow of justice and decency, the white eolonists ure determined to utilise and
exploit for their own suke the Indian labour but cast the Indians out when their purpose
isserved. They don’t want any Indian to work ou bis own independent initilative. . Last
year 1 gave you an illustration of one Hundamal, a respectable Multani merchant, being
persecuted by the Magistrate and the Municipality, and the poor fellow was compalled to
cease selling his wares.  Another Indian merchant, Suleman Varojee, hias been compelled

. to close ome of the doors of his shop because, though counected with it, it bore a ditfersat
number, he being refused another license when that was wanted, But the case of Dada
Oosman is simply preposterous, Gentleman, this man was trading for the last 15 yenrs
in Vryheid, formerly a district of the Transvaal, but now, after the war, incorporated with
the Colony of Nutal. He has been made to suffer throngh the double engine of both Boer and
Natal laws. He could not trade in the district becanse it belonged to the Boer Republic;
and could not take advantage of the present Transvaal (lourt because it was incorporated
with Nutal; and the Licensing Officer declined to issue the necessary license, and the man
had to shut his business and nothing ecould protect him. The £3 poll-tax on time-expired
Indians acd other vexatious and irritating legislations are simply unimaginable for those
who have not eye-witnessed the effects of all these legislations.

1n the Transvaal there is no comparison between our position of to-dny and that in the
time of the Boer regime. e could enter trade and even own landed pronerties iu one
way or another, but during and after the war, through the instrumentality of Lord Milner,
we conld not enter or own landed property, aud bad it not been for the judgment of the
Supreme Uourt no [ndian might bave been lelt in the country to trade. Bir, it is he and
Arthur Lawley, Governor-designate of Madras, who tastigatad district boards and different
associations of the Colony and different Governments of South Africa to agitate against the
British Indians so that “their hands might be strengthened” against anything that the
Secretary of State for the Colony might say on behalf of the Indians. The result is that
anti-Indian  agitations, under the auspices of the High Commissioner and different
governments of the country, are being carried on und even boycoit of our countrymen is
resorted to. When Lord DMiloer left South Afriea, Dritish Indians felt a relief, bot that
relief was only short-lived, for Lord Selbourns, the present Hizh Comrqissioner, geems to
have imbibed all the policy of his predecessor so far as the British Indians are concerned.
Io one of his speeches to a deputation of Europeans he said ** no kudians who were not here
before the war will be admitted into the country tiil you have your own Parliament, and
by your owu representutives you can espress your own opinion. 1 gave yon that assurance
as yonr Governor and High Comumissioner. Before the war India was spoken of as *the

sBritish Empire,” to be ezploited and plucked and plundered of all its valuable contents.
One of the causes of the war, sccordiug to Lord Landsdowne, was the illtreatment the Boer
Goyernment meted out to the British Indians, and we became *'the sons of the E_m;nre alter
all.® Bat as soon as the war ceased, we were forbidden to enter withont a permit, and now
according to Lord Selbourne, no Ladian eould enter the conntry beforfa thp Colonists eo-uld
make their own laws through their own representatives, Thousands of refugass are r?ttmg
in adjoining colonies or out of them waiting for thelf' permit. ln the Ornng_e _]iwar Colony
our position is absolutely false. British Uolony as it has h.een, it h:}s probibited the entry
of anv British Indian within its limits, and though therg is no Indl_nn 80 to say, the anti-
Iadian policy is prescribing for our countrymen the position of African savages and even
below them, Fiji has its own laws, and so has Uganda. But perbaps most of you .do not
know that even Zanzibar, a purely Indian settlement and wnder the very jurisdiction of
the Bombay Government, has, on the 18th of November last,' en;.lcted " restrictive act
requiring from every londinn lmmigrant into the Island a deposit of Rs. 50 as a guarantee
for his vacating the island if he fails to secure employment within a weok, With these
words, gentlemen, I commend the following resolution for your acceptance (cheers).

« That this Congress, while expressing its sense of satisfaction at the passing Ly the
Australian House of representatives, of a Bill to amend the Law of Immigration so as to
avoid hurting the susceptibilities of the people oflndm,:fg:uu places on record its sensa pt deep

recrat that British Indians should continue to_b.e sun)gcted to hflrassgng nn_d degrad‘mg re-
strictions and denied the ordinary righ[s of British citizenship in His ‘l}lajos‘ty s Colonies.
"Phe Congress particularly protests against the enforcement by the British ‘(xovern‘mant: of
disabilities on the Indian settlers in the Transvaal and O_mugg Ru:er Lrowr} (;ulomeg,
which were not enioreed even under the old DBoer rule, in spite of declarations by His
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Majesty’s Minister that the treatment of the Indian suljects of the King-Emperor by the
Boer Government was one of the causes of the late war. ]

“($) In view of the important part the Indian settlers have played in the development
of the Colonies, their admitted loyulty and peaceful and industrious babits, theu: u§elt:]
and selt-sacrificing services during the recent war, and, nbove all, the great constltutlon_ul
importance of the principle of equal trentment ot all citizens of the Empire aoywhere in
the King’s Dominions, this Congress re<pectiully, but strongly, urges the G“overnr.nent of
India and His Majesty’s Government to insist by prohibiting, if necessary, the emigration
of indenrured labour and adopting other retalintory measures, ou the recogoition of the
Status of Indian emigrants as British citizens in all the Colonies.”

Mg. B. N. SarMa (Madras).—Mr. President, brother-delegales, ladies and gentlemen,
coming after a speaker with an 1ntimate knowledyge of South Atrica | bave one preliminary
remark to make, You are told and told often that you ars well-governed and kept ex.
tremely well-governed, only by those who confess at times that India and Indians are but a
puzzle and a riddle to them, and thers is no reasou why you should not, therefors, allow me
to handle the subject with the knowledge of seli-same character, second-hand, especially as I
come from a densely peopled district in the Madrns Presidency which sends up bundreds of
emigrants to the Colonies of the British Empire. Now, gentlemen, the previous speaker
bas dwelt in detail upon the varions grievances under which British Indian subjects labour
in South and other Colonies, and I would erave your earnest attention for a few winutes
when [ invite your attention to the salient fentures of the situation, because [ feel that the
subject is one of extreme vital importanca to the future well-being of our nution. One of
the ostensible causes of the Iate Boer War was the cruel treatment of the Boer Republic
of the subject I[ndian races when DBoers werein power. Iadian troops were lent, lndian
troops were freely placed at the disposal of the Empire, Indian blood was shed in the
battle-field and Indians showed their loyalty and devotivn to the British throne. But what
has been the result 7 It is too patent tu require any detuiled description. Yenr after yearin
Congress session and after Congress session in South Africa, in Australia,in India and in Eng-
land have we emphatically protesied against this eruei injustice. Even the British Indian
Government, even the Government ot lndis, we are extremely thankiul to them for small
mercies, have expressed their sympathy with us, DBnt with regard to responsible British
statesmen, what has been their attitude in this matter? They bhave told you in plain and
unmistakable terms that they cannot help you, that the Coloniss are self-governing Colonies,
and, therefore, they are not in a position to interfere. Like u decrepid old father who
is unable to separate himself from the aggressive eldest born who wishes to rule the family
to bis own advantage, despotically, unjustly and uwnrighteously, England, jealous of her
nominal suzerainty over the Colonies, has given way in this and other points to the suscep-
tibilities and feelings of the Colonies; and unless we help ourselves I do not exspect
any radical improvement in the future. Gentlemen, if the Colonial Legisluture instead of
treating Indians alone in this fashion, had chosen to pass a law that they would exclude in
their own interests emigraunts from some portion of the British l<les or from Germany or
France, do You mean to say that the Government would have coutessed its inability to deal
with the situation 7 Would the Government be allowed to do so? It is oulv because the
helpless and at present weuk inhabitants, 300,000,000, of India it is because their destinies
are ut stake ut present, that England fails. for expediency’s sake, to move in the mattar. 1
appeal to the DBritish Government to read Indian History aright.  They have been nsking
us to do the same on a lurge number of occasions, Akbar, when he attempted to weld
Hindn aud Mabomedan nations into one, showed mno partiality in favour of the one uvere
the other. He laid the solid foundation for the Moghul dynasty, but unfortunately bis
ruccessors thought that one race should be supreme and that onerace should be dominunt
over the other. e know the consequences but too well. Does the British Government,
which talks incessantly over the consolidation of the British Empire. does the Goveroment
think that in the Emnpire over which the sun never sets, over which vast races have to be
raled, thers can be permanently any racial supremacy, one race dowinating the other ? It
may be in the immediate present that such a state of things might be allowed to continne
but not long. Gentlemen, our position is very clear. So long as we simply agilate there
is not much use. If we are undesirables in Sonth Africa, if we ure undesirabies in Australia
we bave unfortunately for a long time not adopted that sume aititude townrds other nations.
Let the Colonials be undesirables to us (Jaughter). It may be that the duy bas not yet
arrived; but if you keep that saim steadily in view, we ure, it i3 ture, unfortunately oniy a
few, so far as educated classes are concerned, relatively to the population of India, but yet
numerically the number is large if we are trus to onrselves and tuke the musses with us,
realise that the greatest drawback of our civilization has ulways been that there are a fow
educated tothe relatively many uneducuted ; it we realise that, and if we are trrua to ourselves,
then the race which bas produced the great philosophers, the greatest statesmen and iha
greatest warriors shall not cronch for this or that favour ot the bands of other people
tcheers), It is then and then aloue that the South African problem, as weli as other Indian
problems, will ind there best solution ¢ cheers).

Dk. B. 8. MoosJEe (Nagpur).—Ladies and gentlemen, the previous speakers bave
spoken on the subject in all its several aspects. 8o I have very little to add myself. I wish,
therfore, particularly to bring 1o vour notice three poiots that have not been touched
vpon. We are boycotted a3 a nation in every respect, both in India and out of India, particun-
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larly in the British Colonies, to an extent of which those who liave not peras
; o ! nally se 1

?ﬁ?al sttlate of t{:mgs prevailing there, can have no idea. With the (ngonisfs, tylxntenvvct}'g

lan has no other meaning f-hﬂﬂ a mere stout cooly. It is completely bayond the powers
of comprehension of n Colonist that an Indian cooly, a8 he is called there, can b p]-_{‘ h
Court Judge by dint of hisown intellizence! An Indian t travel "Te, € be a Hig

y gence ndian cannet trave! by the first and second

class carriages; he cannot enter the maiu station building bat has'to be satisfied with a
small thatched hut situated at a long distance from tbe main station building. He is not
admitted in a hotel because they do not take coolies in. He is not allowed to live in the
main town but is obliged to have his being in locations where we are required to pay the
usual municipal taxes without claiming the rights and privileges ; otherwise we are l(;udly
proclaimed to be undesireables and breakers of public peace. Ve cannot walk by the foot-
path whigh is there regervad for gentlemen only, but shoald we have the itnprodence to
'wa]k by it, every Colonist has the right to drag 'us out into the centre of the road which
is meant for beasts of burden as cattle and horses and carriaces. We should not po into
trams, otherwise we sbunld be prépared to be kicked out of them for our inexcusenbls
impudence of defiling the seats which are reserved for the Europeans, The traders thers
cannottbe allowed to have their own way even ia the matter of selection of their clerks and
gervants.

Sach is, gentlemen, the systematic and strictly legalized procedure of boyoott to which
wo arg ruthlessly snbjected. Compare it now, gentlemen, ifyou please, with what treatment:
we have to offer themn in our own country. To India, they claim they have a right to come
as honourable guests and members of those heaven-born services—the Civil, Medical and
Engineering Services—to dominate and rule over us in the most imperialistic fashion.
What a contrast! What an exhibition of our emaseulity and their studied arrogance | But,
gentlemen, for the present we have to put np withit. There is no other alternative.

The third point, gentlemen, is this. Before the late Boer war, hopes were held out to
ns most proufusely, tbat our condition in Transvaal will be inaterially bettered if the Boer
Government can be swept out of existence and British rule can be substituted. In fact, the
treatment meted cut to Indians in Transvaal during Boer rule was made one of the canses
to justify the declaration of war with the Boers. During the war the Indians did yoeman’s
service in the Ambulance Corps especially instituted by their leader there, Mr. M, K.
Gandhi, and see now what is the result alter the war is over and the rule of England is
firmly established. Instead of any betterment, our condition is made distiuctly worse and
morée humiliating, and all this is done by our English Rulers.

This is a elear breach of faith with us, but it is not the solitary instance; it is one out
of the many mora that we koow of. After such persistent repetition of breaches of faith
with us, after solemn promiees, it is no wonder that a man should be driven to despair and
be converted into an increduious and suspicious being. But omr rulers do not believe
that we are men. They have faith and reliance on eur proverbial cattle-like patience and
endurance in suffering more than in our manliness. And we zlso, ou our part, take a
poculiar pleasure in constantly. afirming and pinning our faith to the sense of British
justice and « fair play which, we all hope, will eventually prevent their temporary sel-
fishness. So, gentlemen, in obedience to our past traditions of Congress, 1 place this proposal
for your acceptance.

The Resolution was put and carried unanimounsly.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

Mg. PrEsIDENT.—Dr. R. C. Dutt will now meve the resolution about the Admiagis-

tration of Justice

. Mr. R. C. Durr (Baroda).-—Mr. Chairman, Jadies and gentleman, the Resolution which
has been entrasted to me relates to the separation of the Judicial and Jxecutive functions.
The question has formed the subject of Congress resolutions year after year, since the fonnd-
ation of the Indian Nationnl Congress ; indeed it is far older than the Congress, and hos
puzzled our administrators since the foundation of British Rule in India. In the eighteenth
century, Lord Cornwallis solved the question satisfaclorily by effecting a complete separa-
tion between the Esecutive and Judicial duties; and if the arrangements made by that
wise and humaue rulsr had been continued, we should not have been called upon to discuss
the question to-day. But early in the ninetesnth century, when the British Power
became involved in wars in Northern and Western India, the District Officer became once
more invested with both Executive and Judicial duties, and since then this lamentable and
incongruous combination of functions has continued. )

Coming down to the time whbich I can remember, aad which many of you in
this ball can remember, 1 may remind you, gentlemen, that when the Indian Police Act
of 1861 was passed, Sir Bartie Frere, then one of the Members of Council, gave ns a distinct
pledge that the combination of Judicial and Execulive duaties was only a temporary arrange-
meat, and that those duties would be separated before long. More than forty years have
passed since, bat that pledge remaing unredesmed to the present time. .

More receutly. the question was revived once more by our lamented fl‘lel;l.d. the late
Mr. Mano Mohan™ Ghose, of Beagal, and our no less lamented frien_d,. the late Sir R_mhard
Garth, Chief Justice of Beneal. They pointed out forcibly the lnlqglty_ of maklpg 'tha
District Officer the head of the Police and the bead of the Magistracy in his own District,
and the arguments which they advapced bave never been answered,
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Gentlemen, I was myself a District Officer in Bengal some filteon years ago—1I was
the head thief-catcher in my district and I was the hend of the Magistrates who tried the
thieves! A District Officer’s conscience is sufficiently elastic, but nevertheless_ 1 felt,
even then, that it would have beed better if some one else than the_ bead of the Police had
been the head of the Magistracy. During my stay in En.glnmgl in 1893, on furlough, I
expressed this opinion, strongly and emphatically, in an article in a Londoq paper, and [
am glad to say that Sir Richard Gurth strongly sppported me on t_hat occasion. The ball
of controversy was thus once more set rolling,—it has been rolling ever since,—but l-ms
not yet reached its goal ! I do not know what my fate would bave been if L, as an official,
had written such an article in these days of repress:on;_hut in our time imore .llbert.y of ex-
pression used to be allowed. At any rate, | took the liberty, m.yself., of sel_)dmg a copy ?E
my article to the Ruler of Bengal, and it attracted some wsttention in India as well as in

ajn .

Enul(;:,itleman, the incongruity and the iniquity of making the District Officer the head
Txecntive Officer and the head Magisterial Officer in his District h_ave been pointed out so
often and so forcibly, that 1 bave nothing new teo add. But there i3 one aspect of the ques-
tion which has not received sufficient attention yet. 1t is often said, that to take away
Judicial powers from the District Ofticer would lower hia prgstige and the prestige of the
British rule which he represents, The very contrary of this is the fact. Itis the combi-
nation of Execuiive and Judicial powers in the District Officer which lowers the prestige of
British rule in India,—to separate those functions would heighten the prestize of the Bri-
tish Government, and make it far more popular in India. I am sure it the Distriet Officer
waas relieved of his Judicial functions, if he devoted the whole of his time to Executive work,
to watching the coundition of the people in villages, ministering to their wants, improving
their condition, fostering their agricniture and trade, encouraging their manufactures, con-
structing roads and tanks, and in all wayrs representing the wishes and aspirations of the
people,—ke would be a far more popular and useful oflicer, and the alien Government which
he represents wounld be far more in touch with the peopla. 1t is a political blunder, as the
Government will find ont before long, to arm the Chiet Executive Officer with the powers
of the Police and the Magistracy, to place him among the people as their dreaded punisher
instend of as their representative and friend, aud to forge a link of fear instead of a link of
affection between the people and the Government. It wonld bs an act of true political wis-
dom to make the District Officer, who represents British rule among the masses, a popular
friend and a true representative of the people.

Gentlemen, only recently the question of the separation of Judicial and Executive
duties camne before Lord Curzon in the shaps of an influentinl memorial forwarded to him
by the Secretary of State, and you know what remarks Lord Cuarzon made on the occasion?
He said the literature on the subject was voluminous, and was a foot deep, and he had not
had time to study the guestion !

Gentlemen, Lord Curzon has had time to do many things since then. He has bad time
to wage a warin Tibet involving the death of hundreds of brave snd patriotic and unoffend.
ing men. He has bad time ¢o send un expensive Mission to Afghanistan which ended in
nothing. He has had time to bring about a Partition of Bengal against the protest of
seventy millions of people. He has bad time to talk about his own trumpet, here and in
Eogland, more continuously and vigoronsly than any Viceroy ever did before, or is ever
likely to do again. But Lord Curzon bmd no time to study the question of the separation
of Judicial and Executive duties,

Gentlemen, there isa saying, which is prevalent in all parts of India, that when Ravana
tbe King of Ceylon waa lying oo bis death-bed, Rama the (‘onqueror in the war came to
the dying monarch for some advice “Revan,” said the Prince of Qodh, “you have been a
mighty king and have ruled for many many years, I have not yet ruled a kingdom. Deign,
therefore, to give me some words of kingly advice before you die, so that I may remem.-
bor them when 1 become a king.” * O Rama |”—replied the dying King of Ceylon, ** my
first advice to you is this.” When you think of an act which is good and just and benefi-
cial, do it at once. But when you think of a measare which is of donbtful justice, defer
its execution, sleep over it, think over it, do not translate it into action ina hurry,”
Gentlemen, Lord Curzon must have followed Ravanw’s advice in his own way. The Tibetan
War and the Partition of Bengal were to him acts of undoubted wisdom and beneficence, and
he executed them with pbenumenal promptitude, The separation of Judicial and Execn-
tive duties was a measure of doubtful justice in his eyes, and he has deferred the perform-
ance of that work from day te day and from year to year, and has now left the work
undone!

Gentlemen, 1 have one word only to add. I said that the problem remains vnsolved in
India to the present day, I wish to correct myself. ‘Thereis one State in India where the
guestion has been completaly solved, snd the separation of Judicial and Executive duties
has been effected. The DBritish Government might, in this matter, take a lesson from His
Higbness the Gaekwar of Bareda.

With these words I beg to move the following resolution :—

“Resolved (a) that in the opinion of this Congress a complete separating of Judicial
from Execulive functions must now be carried out without further delay ; (b) that this
Congress, coucurring with previous Congresses, urges that the Judicinl Service, in all parts
of the country, should be recruited from the Legal profession more largely than at present,
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as the avstem of appointing Civil'ia‘ns without spacial legal training to higl Judicial offices,
does not lead to satisfactory administration of Jusrice in the Motassil (loud cheers).

Tae Ho?: BLE Mr. SpTALWAD (Bombay).—Mr. President, ladies and goutiemen, the
sacond part of this resolution relates to the recruitment of the Judiciary in the motassil.
You are aware, gentlemen, that the preseut system of recrnitment to the bigher Judieial
sorvice in the mofassil, consisting us it does of Assistant Judges, District Judzes and Joint
Judges, that service is entirely recruited at present from the Uovenanted Civil Service;
almost entirely I skould say. Under the present system, vew Civilians coming ont to this
country are placed in Executive departments as Assistant Collectors. After they have
sorved for two or three yeurs in that capacity, those who wish to serve in ths Judicial
departmeut are transferred to that department as Assistant Judges, and then they rise as
Joint Judges and finally as Discrict and Sessions Judges, As soon as an offizer is placed
as an Assistant Judge, he hears appenls against judgments of experienced Subordinate
Judges, his decisions on questious of fact are final because there is no second appeal on
facts to the High Court., lmagine, therefore, gentlemen, the immense power placed in the
hands of these responsible Judicial officers, Beuaring that in mind, any persen with the
least acquaintanee with the working of our Courts, will tell you that for & proper discharge
of these responsible duties whut is necessary is not only complete mastery over ladian
Statute Law and the intricate system of Hindu and Mahomedan Law, but also a complete
acquaintance with English law and English equity. How is a Covenaated Assistant Judge
or Joint-Judge fitted by his trainiug to discharge these duties. As Assistant Collector he
has nothing to do with these matters of justice excepting criminal matters. Hoe is called
upon to pass an examination in the Criminal Procedure Code, in the Evidence Act and in
the {ndian Penal Code. At no time really has he had any training in Hindu and Maho-
medan laws, Baglish law, English Case law and English Equity. ~8till these responsible
duties are placed in the hands of people who are not trained to carry them out. It must
be remembered that however well this system might have worked in the early sixties, the
conditions of the country have entirely changed. Round our Courts'in the Mofussil has
grown up a strong bar consisting of Law Graduates turned ont in hundreds by the Uni- -
versity and well equiped in law; and ronad the District Judge have prown Saberdinate
Judges also turned out in hundreds by onr Indian Universities, Assistant Jodges, Joint
Judges and District Judges naturally suffor in comparison, with the result that the pres-
tige of Lnw courts in India as administered by these gentlemen wnaturally suffers.
Gentlemen, pecple acquaiated with the working of these courts are aware that from time
to time cases come betore High Courts in which the incompetence of these Judicial officers
is made patent. Only last month a case came on before the High Counrt of Bombay, a
case disposed of by an experienced District Judge of many years’ experience and standing.
1 wiil tell you how be behaved with regard to the criminal trial. A person was being
tried for abducting a girl, and the trial wag held with the assistance of a Jury. The evi-
dence was heard, the trial was concluded, the Jury gave their verdict and the Judge took
time to consider that verdict. He dismissed the Jury. After the Jury was gone, the
accused was gone and his Counsel was pone; what did the Sessions Judge do? He called
further evidence, he examined further witnesses in the absence of the Jury, the Conn-el
for the accused an accused himself, and in the absence of any cross-examination of wit-
nesses he acceptvd that evidence and on thaw evidence convicted the accused (shame).
When that case came up before the High Court our present popular Chief Justice of
Bombay, Sir Lawrence Jenkins, remarked in his judgment that it passed his compre-
bension how any District or Sessions Judge could conceive of following a procedure
of that cbaracter. Still these are the District Judges and Sessicus Judges in whose
hacds the libertiss of the subjects are placed. Gentlemen, this painful situation became
still more apparent again last year in the Presidency of Bombay. When there happened
a vacancy to be filled up in the High Court Bench what did the High Court do? They
wore obliged to pass over two grades of Covenanted Ofticers before they could find &
person competent to sit on the High Court Bench. They had to pass over fifteen ofticers
before they conld get a parson whow they could consider fit. Still these are the people
who administer justice. This is not a question of Indians against Europeans, but a ques-
tion of proper administration of justice. We waat justice to be administered by those
people who are trained to do it and not by non-lawyers. Go tn any country, you will not
find non-lawyers pinced on the Bench, as in this country, What we want is that law
shonld be administered by people who are trained in law and trfilued_to administer it.
There is no lack of capacity in this conntry nor of people trained in this country. You
have a large trained bar consisting of Earopeans and Indians both in the Presidency
towns and in the Mofussil, sud it is no difficult task to secura people wh_o_would adora
the Benches from the profession. With these words I second the proposition (cheers).

D&. SaTisH CEANDRA Banserizr (Allahabad).—Blr. Chairman, my sisters and my
brothers, the proposition oo which [ rise to speak before this assembly under the mandate
of the President is one which, us the programme shows, rala‘tes to the_ adm_mlstr:tt_lon.of
justice. Now, gentlemen, [ believe that the present systam of the administration of justice
is one of the sonndaest, one of tha solidest plants upon which the edifice of the British
Government reats, and 1, therefors, believe, gentlemen, thut no well-wisher of that
government can be better employed than in devising tneans for the enduring of the
stability and the soundness of thar plank, and to make that plank even more sound and even
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more solid than it is at present, if that be practicable. Itis upon that ground that I say
I readily rose to support this proposition. As you have seen, gentlemen, this proposition
consists of two clauses ; the first clause deals with the matter which bhas been so well
threshed out at successive sessions of this great natioual assembly that 1 feel 1 cannot add
a single word to what has been already said on the mntter usefully; the second clause
has not received as much attention as it should huve in the past, and as it relates toa
matter to which the attention of every practising lawver in the Province i3 called alnost
every dav, L thiuk it very necessary forany lawyer who is called upon to address this
assembly to say sometbing from his own experience which can in some way be taken into
consideration by you wheu you come to record your votes upon this proposal. Gentlemen,
I have the groatest respect for the Lndian Civil Service. 1 believe that Cwvilians as a body
are very capable men, DBut then, gentlomen, thers are no institutions of legal priociples ;
law cannot be learned by means of inuate ideas ; training, long and in some respect painful
training, bas to be undergone before anybedy can lay cliim to the title of a lawyer, or can
undertake to administer justice in the country where complex systems of law have to be
administered. Now our District Judges are, as you know, all recruited from the Civil
Serviee ; and so far as [ am aware, though many genilemen who compete for the Civil
Service examination have to pass a very stiff test before they ean be enrolled as Covenanted
Civilians, yet you will find that very few of them have to pass any stift examination in law,
I beliove none of them have to pass anv examination in those cowplex systems of Juris-
prudence kuown as Hinda and Mahowmedan Law. The result, gentlemen, s when Civilians
are permitted to sit as District Judges they sit in appeal over grey-headed Suboruinate
Judges and over grey-headed Bunsifs. They bave to consider and often reverse and set
aside judgments recorded by people who have passed through the mill and bave gained
experience of Judicial work, and who may be trusted to understand whnt they talk about.
Judgments of these people are set aside on appeal by persons who, 1 can tell you irom
experience, do not ulways understand what they talk about. I had occasion to appear
before many District Judges, and I can tell you that, owing to exigencies of service in the
United Provioces, we bave now District Jusges who have bardly been five years in the
service, Before such District Judges judgments of Subordinate Judges of 25 years’
exporience come up. What do you think these District Judges do ? I know of a case which
cawne up on appeal betore the District Judeoe who has been in service for only cix years.
The question raised in the case was one which related to the law of Easement. This
Civilian Qfheer, fall of confidence in himself, never knew what Easement meant, What
did he do ? He privately consulted the Subordinate Judge whose judgment was before
him, and asked bim what the law on the subject was, and how he arrived at the conclusion
recorded in that judgment. 1 do not propoese to expatiate npon the various points raised
in the proposal. ~ You can very easily see that this is a proposal the object of which is to
secure an efficient judiciary ; and without an efficient judiciary you can easily understand,
gentlemen, that the imperative needs of the country cannot be satisfied. The Public
Service Commission recomwended that the judiciary should be reeruited from trained
lawyers of the country., That recommendation was approved, but was never given effect
to. It wasonly a few years ago that a rerort was current that the late lamented Cbiet
Justice of the United Provinces, ¥ir John Stracliey, drew up a scheme to give effect to
that recommendation, but the man passed away and with him the scheme also, and we
bave never heard anything furtber about it. I say that if the British system of justice is
to be placed upon a sound basis, it will be absolutely necessary that it should be rendered
as efficient as possible, It is upon this ground I ask you, gentlemen, to pass this resolu-
tion with acclamation (cheers).

Bavu Bisasurapa Cratreri1 (Bengal).~—DMr. President, brother-delegates, ladies and
gentlemen, the principle of the proposition which 1 bold in my band is as old as human
civilization, and a8 regards the Congress as old as the Congrest itself, The {proposition
has been examined in its abstract as well as in its concrete form, and has not been found
wanting. The powers-that-be acknowledge the sounduness of the principle but fight shy
to give effect to it in India. The Congress for the last 20 years has been trying to im-
press upon the minds of the authorities that the mere acknowledgment of the prineiple in
the abstract will not do, but that what isnecessary is its application in the administration
of justice. But as yet ours is a cry in the wilderness, Althongh the question has been
examined, as you have heard from Mr. R. C, Dutt, although the guestion has been consider-
ed in all its pbases by eminent men like Sir Richard Garth, Mr. R. C. Dutt and the late
Jamented Mr. Mana Mohan Ghose, gentlemen, they say that it is not given effect to on
the score of expen=e. I do not believe it ; because you know if the Government sets its
beart on a favourite scheme it does not shrink from it on the ground of expense. You have
seen it in the case of the Partition of Bengal. There we pay for the double for balf the
work done ; but althongh the system is bad, although it is ackoowledged to bLe bad, still
it goes on. The system a3 you know is one by which a man who listens to the police
gossip in the morning comes in the noon to dispose of a case upon evidence which be
himself has procured. This is a system in which justice gets the second or third place
in the day because they say important revenue work has to be done first. This is a system
1o which every year a rich harvest of crop is reaped in the shape of miscarriages of justice
which is exhibited in the Congress pandal as justice curiosities snd which can be very well
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in doubt what he would be able to do, regard being had to the cirecumslances and his posi-
tion as a member of the Commission. But practically be has been able to do som‘ethmp,
and his note of dissent is a valuable and important (_:locumenh_ wh!ch supp_orts our views as
to the separation of Judicial and FExecutive functions. His Highness is entitled to our
thaoks for this, So far you will agree that it is satisfactory, but on the whole [ am sure
vouwill agree with me that the recommendations of the Commission bave disap-
'pointed 1s bitterly. 1 say the main points of_ the recommendation .]md down
the foundation of = corps d'elite in which lndians ecanoot be admitted, and
which is a gross injustice to us. Therefore we pray, as & primary contention of ours, that
the examination in Eogland shounld be thrown open to the Natives of -Indla so that we
might bave a chance of entering the service on equal terma with the subjects of the British
1sles. Ve want no favours ; we want a fair field and no favour. We bave a right as
Indians to be entitled to compete for English examioations so as to enable vs to enter
largelv into the higher ranks of the Police. (cheers). ‘

Mg. Jociag (Berhampore, Ganjam).—Mr. President, brother-deiegates,_ ladies and
gentlemen, I amn asked to be very short, and 1 shall try to be so. The resolation relating
to the Police Reformn is an old one, and in importance it yields to none that has been
placed before you. This resolution was first taken up during the fourth sesaion. of the
Natiooal Congress at Alluhabad in 1888, and for about fourteen years we persistently
urged upon the nttention of the Government the supreme importance of appointing a
Commission to investigate into the entire question as speedily as possible, Indeed it is
a source of gratification that our efforts have so far borne frnit that we !'mve been able
not only to induce the Government to appoint a Commission but aiso to elicit a resolntion
from it. Gentiemen, be it said to the credit of the Congress that the Government have
adopted, in certain important details, the suggestions wmade by the Cobgress. While
appreciating thaukfully and gratefully what has been done by the Government, I regret
1 am coustrained to characterise the policy adopted by it in the more important matters
of Police Reform as one not of progress but retrogression. (Joncerning the recrnitment
of officers into the higher ranks of the police service, the action of the Government is
-most disappointing. The resolution practioally excludes the Indians from all responsible
positions in the department. It says that no superintendentships should be reserved for
the Indians, and the competitive examiuation which is prescribed as tha test for appoint-
ing superintendents of police is restricted to the KEuropean British Sabjects of Hia
Majesty the King-Emperor. This, 1 submit, is an unmerited slur upon our ability and
honesty, integrity aud capacity, and 1 ask you to euter your most earmest and emphatie
protest against this invidious distinction made between race and race and creating what
is called “*a governing caste.”” Gentlemen, the history of the employment of Indians in
the public service is the history of promises unfulfilled, pledges unredeemed and hopes
unrealised. Geatlemen, the recrnitment into higher ranks of the police is no exception
to this. Gentlemen, last evening, when dealing with the resolution relating to the public
service, speaker after speaker pointed out how the provisions of the Parliamentary Statnte
of 1833 and the Queen’s Proclumation of 1858 are violated and exposed the interpretation
or rather the misinterpretation put upon them by His Excellency Lord Curzon, I will
not, therefore, trouble yon ngain by repeating the same. But I will cite & few authori-
ties to shew that the Indians are considered fit to occupy responsible positions in the
Folice Department (gong). The Government in its circular dated 1879 was pleased to
say, regarding the fiiness of Indians to discharge the duties of the offices in the higher
ranks of the Police Department. that the Anoual Police reports for various Provinces
shew that the Native Police Officers when advanced to positions of trust do their work
7eslously and honestly. Lord Dufferin considered the proposals of the Congress with
regard to Police Reform as a counsel of perfection (gong), Gentlemen, with these fow
words I second the proposition (cheers).

BBy lswana SaraN next addressed the Congress in an eloquent Urda speech.

Mr. NarcuxTt Kar (Belgaum).—Jlr. President, brother-delegates, Jadies and
getlemen, it gives me great pleasure to support the proposition so ably and eloquently
placed before you by the speakers who preceded me. Almost from the establishment of
the British Rule in India, it is one loud and ¢ aseless cry of the people, that the Police
is inefficient, corrupt and tyramnical. This eondemnation is fully borne out by frank,
deliberate and dispassionate opinions of bigh officials, and the Police Commision Report,
aud even the Resolution of Government on the subject fully proves that the people are
not wrong in their complaint. But Government, not mach relishing to swallow guietly
this bitter pill of bumiliation, made considerable efforts to tone dewn the hideous picture
of the Police drawn by the Commission.

The people had fondly hoped that Lord Curzon would adopt really efficient measures
to reformn the Police Administration which was sinking under the vices of bad internal
administration. But in comparison with the existing state of affairs the measure
adopted are, like all His Lordship’'s other mensures, more empirical, more demoralising
more retrograde and more open to abuse. The only practical outcome of the new mea=
sure would be to create new places for Europeans, to put more money in their pockets,
to create an invidious race-and-colour distinction, to beggar our Mother-Country still
wmore, to deprive the people of some of their privileges and to =acatter to the wind the
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H’L?:I?.E‘:L"Sriiz- and promises contained in the Proclamation of the late illustrious

The reform proposed is ina fow of its detnils for the better, in many of its details
for the worse ; but in principle the same old thing with all the antiquated bat poteut
machinery of corruption and coercion in its train, .

The oc_hm.ls clauses of the resolution which have graded the Police Fores or rather
degraded it into four different services, are alreadv before you. ‘The Natives of India,
the sons of the soil, are, only for the colour of their skin, debarred from holding the
higher posts. Have not the Natives of Iudia filled with credit and eapacity the I:Tgher
posts in other Departments, which they were allowed to llZ ls Indina talent and
capacity so low that the educated and experienced lndiaus are to be set down even below the
English baby-faced lads of 18 or 19 who, instead of their being confined to their
achool-rooms, are to be taught Indian Vernaculars in Bnglish ingtitutions, to ba lat
loose on lndia. to bs motamorphosed into big Indian Police Officers, and to be Lhe
Lecoqs or the Sbherlock Hoimes of the Indian Pulice Service. The reul remedy for
effecting a substantial reform in the organization and administration of the lndian
Police, and making it trusted by the people, consists in emploving the trained and tried
educated lndians on all the higher posts. The Europesn Officers, by reason of their
imperfect acquaintance with the langnages, manners and customs of our people, dne to
their inberent incapacity to feel as an Indian and accentuated by their supercilions
aloofness, are quite incompatent to exercise close and effective check and supervision
over their subordinates, and here lies the root of all evil. It isthe sabordinute ofki-
cials and especially the low-paid constables on whom renlly falls the duty of detoction,
investigation and even the prevention of crime. The lower grades, therefore, should
be placed above temptation by a substantial increase in their low pay, and itis not the
pay but the temper of the already over-paid European Official that should be
improved. The quaiification for appointment or promotion should be worth and merit
and oot colour, pareatage or influence. Qur beloved Grand Old Man of India is erying
himself hoarse from across the oceans that the Police Reform gquestion has farnished
Lord Curzon with another opportunity to apoly more European leeches to suck merci-
lessly Lndia’s life-blood.

The situation is safficiant to fill our hearts with sorrow and anxisty. Thare is not
ona single Indian, high or low, rich or poor, whose position, prospect, comfort and genersl
welfare does not, in numnberless different ways, direct and indirect, suffer by the auto-
cratic form of police administration. Tie resvuition aloss which L hava the pleasure
to support farnishes a true remedy. Reforms asked by the peonle in Police and othar
Departmentsas well, are no doubt hard to be abtained at the hands of an alien Governmeat.
Therefore great are the difficulties and strenuous will be the struggle.

Brother-delegates and gentlemen, I appeal to all who call India their home, with-
out distinction of race or creed, I appeal to all, high and low, gentle and siinple, rich
and poor, let us now, one and all, alike for our own sakesand for the sakes of those
millions getting not even one full msal a day,aud agniast all odds and through all turns
of fortune, in these evil days and amidst evil tongues, agitate and agitate, loyally and
constitutionally, aad 1 am sure we will obtain the desired reform,

' For Refor’s battle once begun.
; Bequeathed from wearied sire to son,
Y Tho' baflied oft, i3 ever won {lovd cheers),

Mg, A. C. PartaasaratBI Navipu.—DMr. President and brother-delegates, names
have been booked and changes have been made ; an unbooked, uuncalled-for and unsoli-
cited man is before you, and with but a few minutes at his disposal. This is a propo-
sition concerning Police Reforms, a question upon which I had the honour of addressing
the Congress at Allahabad in the year 1888, Sirs, clear seventeen years have elapsed
since I spoke on this subject in the Congress Haill. Times have rolled away, but no
appreciable good bas resulted. Short is the word L bear from behind, bat its efiect is
not to be seen in the resolution before it. There huve been propositions placed befora
you during these three days, calculated to bring good to us, _of course looming in distant
anticipation. But this is a proposition, the effect of which we feel. 1 do not mean
we who are assembled here but the man in the sireet—the mau who tills the land from
mora to eve in the botsun of the day. Sons of the soil are the persons whom the
present deteriorated system of the Police Department touches and affects. 1 remember
the * Awrita Bazaar Patrika,”” when it was a demy-size paper, send overa few copies
of the paper to the Madras Presidency, sod there t.h.is department was characterised as
a genoration of vipers and watch-dogs of the public peace. Our revered gentleman,
Mr. R. C. Dautt, said thathe was going to speak upon the thief-catching department,
whereas this department, the reform of which we want, is said to be the department of
preservers of peace, our_life aad property, On the other hand, the name is bonoured
in the breach entirely. For the past 17 years, hopes like waves have risen and fallen ;
afier all a Commission came—not one commission which cbnractensgd_lhe previous
regime—but Commissions after Commissions ; even a Furniture (;ommlss:on was once
co;tamp]ametl but did not come to pass, Commissions and Cowmissions but only a short
rowission has been given to us 1o the shupe of reform. In my evideace before the
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Commission I declared from my experience of 21 years of the department that it was
absolutely necessary that the department should be purged of those who are vow filling
it. The superfluous commodity of England, namely English boys, College-rejected and
school-abandoned, sons of high officials, they are the men who are now filling the
department (laughter). Native Superintendents of Police—by the fingers we can count
themn— Assistant Superintendents, not many more and worse in other gradgs,‘ to which
have been relegated a fow of the apkewastes.  This is a- department that requires therongh
re-organization, inasmuch as thisis indeed the department in which we expect our lives and
properties to be snved. What are your grounds to ask the Government to comply with
vour request ? I do nok clnim to be the maternal uncle’s son nor the sister’s son of out
" Government. No, we are not. 1 have some grounds upon which 1 think not only this
reguest but every other request of ours may be granted. I remember the other day
it was said that if the British Empire lost any part of its dominions it could survive, but
if india were lost to the Empire the Sun of our Ewpire would set, Therefore, it
is, I say, we, as subjects of this Ewpire, have a right to expect our demands to be
met. '

Mr. EKALIPRASANNA KAVYABISHARAD,—@Gentlemen, 1 stand here only to givea
formal support to this resolution which is before jon. 1 shall mnot take up your time
by inflicting & speech on you. I retire, and permit me to retire with your psual
kindness.

The President then put this resolution before the Congresa which earried it unanimously.

The Congress at this stage adjourned till 3 p. m. when it re-nssembied,

THE PARTITION OF BENGAL.

Tug PresipgNT.—The next question is about the Partition of Bengal, and I now call
upen Babu Surendra Nath Banerji.

BABU SURENDRANATH BANERII rose amidst deafening cheers and shouts of DBande
2lataram which were kept up for vearly five minutes, He then addressed the Congress as
follows on the resolution relating to the Partition of Bengal, which was in these words:—

% That this Congress records its emphatic protest agninst the Partition of Bengal in the
face of the strongest opposition on the part of the people of the Province.

* That having regard to the intense dissatisfaction felt by the entire Bengali community
at the dismemberment of their Province and their manifest disinclination not to accept
tbe partition as an acomplished fact, this Congress appeals to the Governoment of India and
to the Sccretary of State to reverse or mnodify the arrangements mede in such a manner
as to conciliate public opinion and allay the excitement and uorest manifest among large
masses of the people.

“That this Congress recommends the adoption of some arrangement which would be
consistent with administrative efficiency, and would place the entire Bengali community
under one undivided administration either by the appointment of a Governor and Coupcil
or by the adoption of some other administrative arrangement that may be thought
desirable.”

Brother-delegates, ladies and gentlemen, after the inspiriting strains of Bande
Mataram it is meet and proper that this resolation should be placed before this louse,
the subject matter being one which bas convulsed the whole of Bengal (A voIck : the whole
of India). 1 rejoice to learn that our griefs, onr sorrows, our disappointments and our
trials are svmpathised with by brother-delegates thronghout the rest of the country
(cheers). Encouraged by your moral support which we need as much as you can give, we
are prepared to Hght undaunted the battles of Bengal and the battles of India (cheers).
I tbink, 8ir, I am not guilty of the slightest exaggeration when I say that no question has,
within the life of this generation, so profoundly stirred the hearts of our country-men or has
given rise to such wide spread and intense dissatisfaction, irritation and indignation as the
Partition of our Province—our beauntiful Motherland. In our Provioce this question is the
talk of the market-place ; it is the gossip of the family eircle; it is the burden of popular
song ; it is the theme of the inspiring eloquence of popular oratory (cheers). I never
knew until now that my language, the language of my mother, the language she spoke
to me and I spoke to her, was capable of such marvellous use for the purpese of explana-
tion, of argument and inspiration (cheers). 8ir, the year 1905 is one of the darkest and
saddest in our anpals, relieved by the reflection that it witnessed an wpheaval of national
life and an awakening of national consciouspess withont parallel in our history (loud
cheers). Lord Curzon has divided our Province (shame); be bas songht to bring about
the disintegration ofour race (shame), and to destory the solidarity of our popular opinion.
Has he succeeded in this novel endeavonr (no no})? He has built better than he knew; he
bas laid broad and deep the fonndations of our national life (cheers); he has stimulated
those forces which contribute to the mp-building of nations (cheers); he has made usa
nation (bear, hear); and] the most re-actionary ofthe Indian Viceroys will go down to
posterity as the Architect of the Indian Natiopal life (hear hear). That will be the authori-
tative, final judgmentof history and posterity on the work of Lord Curzon’s Government and
administration. Sir, the year 1905 orens, so far as this Partition question iy concerned,
with a great public meeting held at the Town Hull of Calcutta. It was presided over by
Sir Henry Cotton (loud and prolonged cheers), a name honoured in Bengal as well as in
India (cheers). Great ns our obligations are to Sir Henry Cotton, they have been accen-
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the Parlition (cheers), The agitation will not subside ; it shows no signs of abatement

until that perenuial source of irritation, the Partition, has been modified or withdrawn

(cheers). Well, gentleman, the boycott is a political instrument in onr bands. We resolved

to use it when necessary, subject, of course, to the safeguard that it is only to be used

in extreme cases when there is o sufficientiy powerful body of publiec ovinion to justify its

use and to ensure its snccess. It is a perfectly legitimnts and constitntional weapon (hear

hear). If our rolers wiil not listen to us, if they will treat Indian public opinion with con-

tumely and disrespect, and if they will trample under foot the coustitntionul nsages which

constitute the guarantee of the British power and bave given us so much contentment and

happiness, they must make up their minds to part with some portion of their trade with

1ndia, and they must not be surprised if wa decline to fill their pockets with gold. Well

Sir, the Partition was carried out on the 1Gih Oectober last despite the pledge which Mr,

Brodrick had given to the House of Commons to the effect that he would lay the papers
on the table ot the Honse, a pledge which involved the undertaking that the Partition

would be postpoued pending the finnl pronouncement of Parliament. The 16th October

is a memorable day in our annals. I trust it will be a memorable day in the annals of

India (hear bear). 1t wuasa duy of nniversal mourning, of uaniversal fasting and univer-

sal fraternising, Hindus and Mubammadans embracing each other in publio streets

(cheers), or in private places, vowing the vow of eternal love and concord (cheers and lond

applause). The shops were cio~ed, the domestioc hearth was not lit, food was not cooked,

Calcutta presented the aspect of the City of the Dead, A spirit of desolation seemed to

hover over the scene. The genius of the Mother-land was incarnate amidst this bewildering

scens of grief and sorrow. Thousands, tens of thousands, bundreds of thousands, of pious

Hindus, and Hindns who were not pions, rushed to the waters of the Bhagirathi in order

to purity themselves for the sins of their rulers (cheers).

‘ Thousands, teus of thousands, huodreds of thousands of people walked through

the streats of Calcutta barefooted, clad in the garb of wos. Amidst the wild scene of
escitement, the National Fund was started; amidst this wild scene of exciterment the founda-

tion stone of the Federation Hall was laid {cheers) by one who was our President and

occupied that piace which you, now, 8ir, adorn. Prostrate on the bed of illness, scarcely

capable of moving. my illustrious friend, Mr. Ananda Mohan Bhose (cheers), came in a
litter attended by Doctor Nilratan Sarear, to lay the foundation stone, perbaps the last
function which he will be privileged on this side of the grave to perform, and thus con-
ferred another obligation upon his conntrymen. Well, gentlemen, while public excite-
ment was so great, what was the Government doing? Forging instruments of repression,
laying the foundations for the inauguration of a reign of terror (shame). Yes, it is a
matter of inexpressible shame. Within eight davs of the 16th of October, Mr. Carlyle issued
his famous Circular (shame). Under the termns of thut Circular, stndents are probibited
from taking part in public demonstrations (shame); and if they did what then 7 They

were not to be punished, but the institutions to which they belong were to be disatfiliated,
grants-in-aid were to be withdrawn from them, and their teachers were to be exalted

to the dignity of Special Constables (shame). A more outrageous scheme of vicarious
punishment never entered the imagination of the greatest autocrat of the middle ages.

But it was in the new Province that the reign of terror was inaugurated after the latest

and the most approved Russian pattern. I[n the new Province public meetings in publio

places have been prohibited; Sankeertan parties are not permitted to march through

public streets; the singing of the Bunde Mutaram (shouts of Bunde Mataram a voice
ouce more jointly Bande Mataram was ®fung by a large section of the audience rising
to their feet) the singing of the Bande Mutaram which you have just sung with so much

zest and devotion i3 punisbed ss a crime and offence (shame), Respectable people have
been degraded by being enrolled as special constables (shame). Not long ngo a veritable
reign of terror was established at Sirajgang and Barisal, and the Police were let loose
in the streets, indiscriminately assaulted the people, selecting the leaders of the Antia
Partition movement a3 objects for special vengeance. When an aggrieved complained to
the Sub-Divisional Officer of Sirajgang the courts were closed against him. Magistrates
would not receive the complaint. At Rajshay the other day a public meeting was dis-
bursed at the point of the bayonet. I use the words “at the point of the bayonet,”

advisedly. In a place, in a private place, fifty policomen armed with rifles and bayonets
commanded by a posse of inspectors and sub-inspectors marched down to the place of
meeting, ordered the leaders of the meeting to disperse. My friend, Mr. Abul Kasim,

I do notsee him here (A4 voICE, he is here) he was addressing the meeting and a gun

was pointed at him (shame) (voIcEs: let us see him, let him come on the pltform). My
friend asked the inspector to produce his authority, and the inspector said that he has

received confidential orders from the Magistrate which he declined to produce. Very

properly then he ordered the meeting to dissalve. Since the news of this incident arrived

in Calcutta, Mr. J. Choudhuri and six others, every one of them resolved to go to

jail if necessary (loud and prolonged cheers), went down to Rajshay in order to test the

authority of the police and to vindieate the right of public mectings (hear hear). They

held a meeting, the largest ever held at Rajshay, but the police would not submit to the -
test, the brave fellows that they were (ironical cheers). They were conspicuous by their

sbsence, and since then we ave been holding a meeting every day at Rajshay (cheers).

Qur boys aer being prosecuted, and some of them even sent to jail {shame). I Leard the
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don’t want to answer it myself, but it was answered in a memorial which was suppressed,
but which the Englishman of Calcutta somehow or other managed to publish. I will read
a portion of it:—*If the burden of Bengal be too heavy for one Provincial Governor,
how immensurably heavier must the burden of India be for one Governor-General, So
your petitioners beg respectfully to suggest, that in future the work of governing India
should be divided among three Viceroys. A diplomatic Governor-General for the Hima-
layas, whose duty would be to watch and regulate the foreign relations of this country,
to create complications and to pro-create problems; and whose field of activity would range
from Bhotan to Khotan on one side, and from the Pamirs to the Amur on the other;
secondly, an artistic and literary Viceroy for the Plains, whose duty would be to preserve
ancient monuments and build new ones, and administer the country by means of peripatetic
orations—occidental in inward worth and oriental in outward beauty; lastly, a commer-
cial Viceroy, for the Secas, whose duty would be to constantly flit to and fro between
Rangoon and Bunder Abbas, looking after the ports and contrelling experts and imports
in the light of the new fiscal policy. According to the Hindu Shastras, even the supreme
ruler of the universe found it necessary to divide his personality into three—Shiva enthroned
on the Himalayas, Vishnu in his incarnations disporting over the length and breadh of
India, and Brahma on his lotus, floating eternally on the limitless ocenn.” Lord Curzon,
when he came to India, put on his artmour at Bombay and took it off there. The Knight
Errant, proposed to accomplish wonders, which were to excel the seven wonders of the
world. The programme was before us for seven years, but the wonders have not been
accomplished, except the greatest one of them, which, however, was not in the programme.
He achieved the wonder of removing himself from India for which we are deeply grateful
(loud cheers). Wo heartily wish that he had removed, at the same time, some of those he
had created.

Mr. Fuller, now in charge of the new division of Bengal, tells us that if Bengal had
not been partitioned he would have come to Allahabaf. Will you, our friends from
Allahabad, kindly take him away (loud laughter, cries of “we don’t want him”). Then,
will he kindly shift for himself (cheers).

Bapu BarkunranatH SN (Barhampore Bengal) :—DMr. President, brother-delegates,
ladies and gentlmen, well after the able, admirable, excellent and exhaustive speech
of the mover of this resolution, our worthy leader, it is perfectly unnecessary for me to
add anything to what he has said for the acceptance of this resolution. But time-honoured
practice justifies me, and duty demands, that I should add something, by way of supple-
ment, to what has fallen from him. In the first place, on behalf of Bengal, united not
severed, I beg to express our gratitude to this Congress for having allowed us to move a
proposition of this sort (hear, hear). An indulgence of a similar nature was allowed us
last year at Bombay where we met in December last when the Partition proposal was in
a fluid condition. Now that the Pactition law has been passed, and partition is being attempted
to be given effect to by Government, the Congress is going to help us in this matter by
permitting us to move this resolution. I hope it will be accepted by you. Now this scheme
was concelved in secret, matured in darkness; I will not dilate upon it because my friend
has already spoken upon it. It was, I say, matured in darkness and ushered into existence
and light at a time when we were in strongest mortification and severe discatisfaction with
regard to this measure. This pet child of Lord Curzon, now in the cradle, is being exhibited
in different parts of the Province. It appearsto be a monster. We are appealing to
the Secretary of State and to the present Viceroy for doing what they can. Buf these
exhibitions of monsirosities are being made it the different parts of Bengal, East and West.
It was given out that the object of the Partition was to relieve the . Licutenant-Governor of
Bengal and to secure administrative efficiency. My friend, Mr. A. Choudhuri, has just now
referred to it that it was perfectly unnecessary, and that no relief wasneeded. Lieutenant-
Governors of Bengal have been administering that Province from a very long time, and no
one felt inconvenience in any way in carrying on the administration. Of course a new and
elderly Lieutenant-Governor has come to Bengal from a different place, who had no ex-
perience of Bengal. 1If that was the justification, instead of effecting a partition of Bengal
the Governor might have been sent away elsewhere, and anew Governor might have been
appointed. Now you see there isone question which I should like to place before you by
way of supplement to what has been urged by the worthy mover. This question has to be
leoked at from two aspects, the material and the sentimental. With regard to the material
portion of it, Government is the sole master. " The Government no doubt has defined the
boundary line, the imaginary line which we refuse to admit. But with regard to the
gentimental portion we have got the entire control. The solidarity of the East and West
Bengal cannot be broken if we remain united together (hear, hear). Referring to the 16th
of October I will also place before you one other fact which has not been mentioned by the
worthy mover, He forget the rakhi, forget the proclamation, the national proclamation.
There we took the vow to remain united, whatever might be the attempt of Government
to dismember Bengal, whatever might be the attempt of Government to keep us separated
from each other ; whatever might be their attempt to make us as it were two different

_Dations altogether. We have taken the vow, we took the »akhi ; we have taken the vow
by our national proclamation on the same day. Undue haste, I should say indecent haste,
has been shown by Lord Curzon in giving eftect to this Partition, and one may ask why!
Lord Curzon was a very able man ; of that there is no doubt ; he was confident, I tell You,
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gentlemen, 1 should say over-confildent of the doctrine of factum valet,
the air that when there was an interview hotween His Excelleney the present Viceroy and
some of our worthy colleagues, that though Lord Minto is inclined to help us he finds some
difficulty in the fuct of partition having been accomplished.  Lord Curzon has created this
ditticulty.  He knew that it he had lett Indian shores without having given it an appear-
ance of accomplishment the thing will be very easy for his successor to st at naught.  So
he has created this difficulty. ~We, however, refuse to aceept that it is an accomplished
fact. And here we appeal now to the Secretary of State and the present Viceroy, either
for the reversing and the setting aside of whut has happened, or for modifying the measuro
which has been adopted.  'We are asking simply for the restoration of the satu quo ante,
We are asking for that, and if it be not feasible or practicable to do that, what do we ask?
We ask for one undivided administration for the Bengali community. In this resolution
you will find the expression Bengali community. By this it is meant those who speak
the Bengali language, those whose mother-tongue is Bengali. It includes Hindus,
DMahomedans and people of other castes, sects and races,  refers _to_those who
speak the Bengall lunguage.  All that we now ask is that if it be not pruchcnhl(} to set at
naught the mischicf which lias been done or attempted to be done by Lord Curzom, we
might have one undivided administration for the whole of the people ho speak Bengali.
We have our hopes, the present times are opportune. All that we must sce is that we
ought not to tuke very optimistic views because we know that the Liberals, with high
hopes held out to us, have in the long run disappointed us, However, that is very good
time to have this question agitated and brought up to the notice of the Beerctary of State
for India in Council. With these remarks, gentlemen, I ask you to carry this resolution,
Rao Baumapur C. V. Vamya (Bombay)—Mr. President and brother-delegates,
coming from Bombay I give voice to the sentiments of the people of the Bombay Presi-
dency when I say that I look upon the Partition of Bengal as a cruel wrong inflicted not
only on Bengal but on the whole of India (cheers), because it tramples under ‘loot one of
the most essential duties of every Government. It is the duty of every Government,
whether in the East or in the West, to respect the feelings and unanimous opinions of the
cople (hear, hear).  Our maxim laid down Raja Lokasya Ranjani—the km“g is a king
Eecause he pleases the people.” Rama, our ideal king, said on one oceasion, “I will 1:1_:;,
down my own life for the sake of that principle, namely, the pleasing of the people.
Burke, referring to the discontent in America said, « England may have the right to impose
taxes upon Amecrica and her Colonies, but it is unwise and it is unjust to wage war against
a whole nation.” The great Proclamation of the Queen-Empro?s cht_ona vibrates with
the same sentiments, “ their contentment isour strength, and their happiness is onr greatest
reward.” A measure which creates discontent and dismay among eight crores of people
must be stigmatised as a measure which goes against the true spirit of tho proclamai}(irf.
"Fhat proclamation has been confirmed by our present Emperor, King Edward tha' L
Even the Frince of Wales I tell you in that now historic speech which he utterec on
placing his foot on the soil of India said, “if while travelling through the vast clountu('!{
which go to make this Empire the Princess of Wales and I succeed in winning the gO(l)(
wishes and the sympathy of the people of India, we will consider our 3011}rng.y asl _a1n131
repaid.”  That is the high ideal which every administrator ought to pla(fe efore n}mf{e )
namely, to win the sympathy and good wishes of the people. But L-mdl(,mt :clcmt b;fl dng
such ideal before him, Vhen he came to India, gifted as he was, with m"cohl('c ’ )lu tlﬂ] et
at the same time with his great egotism and imperialism, he came wit tl\_\.o veo b tlp 3
prepared ready in his hanﬁ and was determined to apply them to Inc 1'.11,_ hwhe lli;
the Indians liked them or not, and the last _m:]d the most Lll§ustrous act;on ]\: ucb e Lut
taken is the Puartition of Bengal. In my opinion the ostensible reason }t1 mt“ ..151]r eel?tI:; ot
forward is only a flimsy one. He intended to deal a dv:r.t»ll-blowlat the rlz.mﬁ_‘sgxejl
aspirations of tha pecple of that Province, who are avbwqdly, and rl:lay s:tty -i(bfe re“o);l,
in the front rank of political agitation (cheers); and even if we take the ostens ; as
assigned, do we not find it to be no reason at all for the measure taken? Lord ( urzon
;:?L;nts,elf stated at the Byculla speech that the duties of a Viceroy were very lft:avzr. {troulldl
he have himself brooked the proposal to divide the Vilceroyalt‘\i.t!nt;) _tJvolS]:)l: tjl?l'::iws f(:l; ;;1
3 : ia, 1 s it is with new political ideas and desives fr
you brook the proposal ttmt Il}dla, imbued as it 13 “ilt i Brmtaputra, would you " 1ike
the Himalayus to Cape Comorin and f::om the Indus to the amhap SN AN
at it should be divided into two portions (cries of no, no). Common orical traditions,
ct:lc::;fnllt;)rs: l(:mguage and certain geographical pec.uharéttesu :v:li(ftt;grzt‘}:[elz ;1 cl(:;:txx ‘{)ls t:)vc,lgt:?)
a particular province, I believe if 1t was alc1_'n}1§ i)c reE:)rm e o T think it s
that political life on the pretext of administrative -~ N o s way
351 1 ritish Gtovernment in its wise statemanship will s i :
Eooasé;llecefhmt‘i]igth?m]isure. No scruples of prestige should he allowed to : mit-:rlerl':
with the rectification of a huge error. Let me refer you to one e":,-ntn;!:\::d.foliow
t histroy of India. Lord Dalhousie, whom Lord Curzon liked most ‘tqo 1;11: it A o e
Bgfmciated the doctrine of 131’5}’1_ ing YUth_l(‘-S*l}ftflPIEhte};je l&sgt;\?::lz? i:ltpns:liuring the dark
States remained loyal to the British Crown in spite o e D mimons. Lovd
futiny, Even when the Matiny was suppressed, the magnani |
gﬁﬁ)ﬁf;}llzig tlnat{loctrine to-rest by issuing sannads to Native btatcs‘_fﬁ)r :él‘?i)itilon.l %g;;l:o
men, I hope that an equally strong idea to correct a huge error will p .

And now it is in
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sce that the government of Lord Minto, just like the government of Lord Canning, under
the liberal ministry which has just come into  power, will see its way to sweep away that
igrnoble memorial which Lord Curzon has raised to his own egotism and obstinacy in tho
Partition of Bengal br adopting some other provisions by which the living unity of the
people of Bengal might not be separatod.  With these words I recommend this proposition
to your Liearty acceptunce.

Mz. 3. Sixus (lahabad)—Gentlemen, you have alrcady heard four speakers on
this topic, and I think I have been asked to appear before you in support of this resolution
to place before you the views of the people of Behar and t?m United Provinces, My first
words, therefore , are on bebalf of the people of these two Provinees, T assure the Congress
that there is the deepest sympathy with our brethren of Bengal in the misfortune which has
befallen them, Througheut Behar and the United Provinee there is a feeling that in this
matter the procedure adopted by the Government of India has been one grossely unfair,
After having gone through very carefully the partition papers and fellowed the whole of
the controversy step by step, I must declare my convietion that there is only one word
which in my opinion ean adequately deseribe the conduet of the Government of India, and
that the whole procedure has been, from the beginning to the end, nothing short of dishonesty.
I need not, therefore, waste your time by assuring my brethren of Bengal that through-
out Upper India there is great sympathy in their misfortune. I would like before I sit
down to say ono word as to that clause of the resolution which asks the Grovernment of
India to cancel the partition, or if that could not be done, to modify it by making some
arrangement which,wlhile placing the whole of the Bengall conmunity under one Government,
will be satisfactory and lead to efficient administration.  Mark, gentlemen, the Congress
advisedly abstains from placing hefore the Government of India any definite scheme for
the reason that if we place before them a particular scheme they might say this scheme
would not do, and, therefore, they could not cancel the partition. But we suggest ways
and means by resorting to which they eould bring the whole of the Bengali community
under one government, and safegunard their own rights, Of the suggestions made from
time to time two are most prominent.  One is that the whole of the Lower Provinces should
he placed under a Governor with an Executive Council.  But that has heen rejected by the
‘Government of India on rather perfunctory grounds, I must confess that amongst the
thinking people—I am not committing a breach of confidence by referring to the speech
made by Mr, R. (. Dutt in the Subjeets’ Commiitoe—there is the opinion that an adminis-
tration presided over by a Governor with an  Executive (ouneil is not quite so good as that
of a Licutenant-Governor. The Governmet, if they choose, can place the Lower Provinces
under a Governor with an Executive Council as in Madras and Bomhay. But if the Govern.
ment say that they aro not prepared to do it, if they think that a population of 77,000,000 is
much too large oven fora Governor and an Exceutive (louncil, there is the authority of
Sir Henry Cotten to whom Mr. Gokhale referred in his Presidential address as tho
Lighest and greatest living authority—there is the snggestion of Sir Henry Cotton approved
by Sir Charles Steavens-and other Leutenant-Governors that as the Lower Provinces
are connected with Bengal and other provinces, the people of which have got no spciological
connection with the Bengalis, they may be separated. I am not placing my own recommen-
dations, but these are the suggestions of eompetent authorities. I am quite sure that if at
this opportune moment, when Mr. John Morley is at the head of the India Office, the people
of Bengal present to him a temperate and well-reasoned memorial, embodying suggestions
and pointing out “here are diverse ways and means and alternative proposals before you
in regard to the Partition of Bengal, and you take this scheme into eonsideration”—if you
Bengalis do that, I am quite sure that the Government will take this measure into their
sympathetic consideration,

Muxsur Hipavat Barnasur (Dacea) addresed the Congress in Urdu.

Mg. AppuL Kassiy (Burdwan).—DMr. President, brother-delegates, ladies and gentle~
men, if a distingnished leader like Babu Boikunta Nath Sen thought it unnecessary to
deliver a speech on this resolution after theeloquent addresses of the mover and the seconder,
I think it will be nothing short of sheer importinence, on' my part, to intrude upon
veur time and attention, I have only one word to say. Last year while addressing this
Congress at Bombay I complained that whenever the Gavernment of India wanted to intro-
duce a repressive measure or to continue the retrograde policy which they could not defend
on any reasonable, righteous or just ground, thoy fell h:mE upon the unfortunate community
to which T have the honour to belong, That statement of mine could not have been
better illusteated than by the action of the Governmnent of India with reference to the
Partition of Bengal. Lord Curzon, in his serene wisdom, thought it advisable to divide the
Bengali-speaking race; and all of a sudden in his resolution he gave it forth that he wanted
to do it in order to bring togoether the Mahomedan population of the Eastorn Bengal and
for the amelioration of the condition of the Mahomedans of the Eastern Provinces. I was for
a time sprprised to find this show of concern on the part of Lord Curzon for the welfare of
the Mahomedan community towards the end of his udministration (laughter). May Iask
Lord Curzon and his advisers whether the Mahomedans had ever suggested to him the
Purtition of Bengal or the ’putting of Eastern Bengal under one administration would ever
improve their condition?  The fact is that when Mr. Risley’s resolution was first published
the entire Bengali-speaking race, Hindus and Mahomedans, all joined together in raising
their protest against that measure, and they continued their agitation till the 16th October,
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I am not unaware that certain Maliomedan associations have since then come forward to
support the Government measure. But tliese associations Justify their existenee, enginceredanid
pioneered ay they nr:all)}' Government ofticials and guasi-oticialy, by simply =supporting Govern-
ment measures. Their conduet reminds me of the well-known verse of the Persian poet wlhich
translated literally would mean * that they bave kept me like a parrot hehind the screen,
and I’}‘Op(,‘at what my master has taught me, and like a gramoplone T repeat my nnzter’s
voice.” (fentlemen, I want to know if these associations, which pretemd to exist for the
thn}kmg out and the carrying out of measures for the amelioration of the membors of
their own community, do not feel ashamed that they shoull support a measure which they
are told would help in raising the status of the Mahomedan community. These g:sociations
which support tho Partition of Bengal say that they do so because they believe now that
the status of the community would be mised by this measure of Government. But niy
I ask these associations or their leaders how is it that they, who have sat together for the
last fifty years thinking over the means of amelioration of their ea-religionists, never had
the ldea that such a measure would tmprove their condition? They do not feel ashamed
to aknowledge that the idea should have oceurred to Lord Curzon and not to them.  Gentle-
men, ono word more and I have done. The Government of Lord Curzon said that the
agitation will subside as soon asthe partition is made. Butit has not subsided, and
measures have been introduced by bis licutenants to check this agitation by means of
repressive measures and by means of physical force. IE we are silent for a time, they sy
that tho agitation is waning; but if you continue the agitation they say that the country is
almost in a state of revolt, so that whether we go backward or forward we are abused.
With these word I beg to support the resolution,

Rao Bamapur R. N. MavnoLkar (Amraotr).—3r. President, ladies and gentlemen,
the question of the Partition of Bengal is not a provincial one. It involves an important
principal, and there has been of recent years no administrative measure which aroused great
feeling throughout the country. It is a question in which not only Bengalis but the
whole of India is interested, and the Congress feels it its duty to emphasize the fact. This
1s not the first time that this matter comes before the Congress. Twelve months ago the
Congress passed a resolution protesting against the then threatoned Partition of Bengal. It
was hoped that the Government of India, guided as it was by a talented Viceroy, would Le
brought to perceive that the feelings of alarm and dissatisfaction roused swerp so universal,
so deep, so strong, that it would not be a wise policy to ignore or treat it with contempt and
to persist in the proposed course in defiance of it.  Whether through lack of imagination
and sympathy, or through the worship of thut fetish of prestize which is only another word
For pig-headed obstinacy, the Government of India declined to give any heed to tho popalar
feelings and sentiments, and have offocted the partition, But we cannot congratulute the
Government on the wisdom of their course.  They have made the division which the retired
Viceroy so ardently desired.  But it has been effected at a cost which no sensible Eng-
lishman or well-wisher of Englund ought to view otherwise than with grave alarm and
anxiety. From the tine that the Crown tovk over the direct Government of India nevey
was there such a widespread, deep, universal dissatisfaction and diseontent as have been
roused not only in Bengal but throughout the country ; never was there such resentment,
such exasperation, such distrust of the Government, of their intentions, policy and methods,
There is no peoplo in India mere peaceful, more law-abiding, less prone ta provoke quarrels
with constituted authoritics than the Bengalis.  But the action of Lord Curzon’s Governs
ment has driven these into desperation, and rather than tamely submit to, and acquiesce in,
the dismembermentto whichthey weresubjected they have been driven to enter upon a method
of emphasizing their just anger and dissatisfaction which has startled not only India but
the civilized world. Ladies and gentlemen, it is no wonder that the feelings of Bengal have
been so deeply moved. They area nation descended froma common stock,speaking a common
language, observing the same manners and customs, and so far as the Hindus go they follow
the same religion and are governed by the same law. For generations—I ought to say for
conturies—they have, amidst all the vicissibudes throngh which they have posred, lived under
one Government and one administration, be it Hindu, Mahomedun or British, ‘Sf_:ciul a_ncl
religious ties, intellectual and moral sympathies, have with ethnical and linguistic unity
helped to weld them into a homogeneous nation. When, therefore, it was noisced about three
years ago that the Government of India was intent npon severing them in twain the greats
est consternation was roused 5 and when at last a few months ago the long-dreaded parti-
tion was effected they felt like a man who has received a wound in a vita] part. One gene-
ral cry of wail went from one end of the country to the other.  Dut this time 1t wus not
the cry of helpless impotency. Along with it was mixed decp resentment and thorough
Jetermination to use all the armoury of constitutional agitation, and all metheds of
legitimate and legal action to bring pressure upon the English people, the real arbitors of
their fates, and to-obtain from them a reversal of the obnoxious and ill-advised measure.

Gentlemen, it is difficult to conceive how any statesman possessing the great {n((‘ll(’c-
tual calibre of Lord Carzon and claiming to be guided by sentiments of love for this coun-
trv and its peoples, should have, in the first place, launched out such a measare as thc_ Par-
tition of Bengal, and in the second place, persisted in it when it was found that it had
deeply stirred the whole Presideney and had evoked the strongest opposition. In doing so
he has disregarded all the dictates of wise statesmanship. T the height of political wisdom
consists in securing the loyalty, love, respect, reverence and attachment  of the ruled, then
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Lord Curzon has shown himself to be utterly wanting in such wisdom. Even if a case for
administrative re-adjustment had been made out, the Government shounld have refrained
from making an adjustment which was so strongly disliked and opposed. Bat gentlemen,
there was absolutely no necessity for such a measure as has been enacted.  Say what Lord
Curzon and his admirers and partisans might, history will give its verdiet that no case was
made out for partitioning Bengal. Efficiency of administration did npot demand it. Itis
a well-known thing that the majority of the District Ofticers did not support Lord Curzon's
scheme. Even Mr. Fuller admits that he did not approve the partition. To speak of the
work lLeing too heavy is all moon-shine.  With its permanent settlement and large zamin-
daries the Land Revenue work in Bengal is far less than what the Government and the
District Officers are ealled upon to perform in ryotwari tracte,  In fact, as a member of the
Indian Civil Service himself has pointed out, the district charges in Bengal are the lightest
in India. With a most docile, peaceful, law-abiding population the tark of preserving peace
and order is easy. And as to the plea of having touch with the different parts of the Empire
it is sutheient to point out that Bengal is intersected by railwuys, navigable rivers and canals,
and no district is more than twenty-four hours journey from Caleutta. Further, if effect had
Leen given to that long-called-for administrative reform. the separation of Judicial from Exe-
cutive functions, there would have been not the shadow of a ground left for saying that the
burden upou the Local Government and the District Officers was heavy. Ladies and gentle-
men, I deem it necessary to eluborate this point Lecause effort has to le made to olitain a
reversal of this most ill-advised, pernicious and harmful mcasure so distasteful to the people.
Bengal is manifestly disinclined to submit tamely to this process of lopping and cutting.
She is determined to carry her appeal to the superiors of Lord Curzons—to Parlinment
and the British public. And right she is in this resolve of hers,  She hasa splendid case.
Never was there a measure less called for. Never was there one the manner of the carry-
ing out of which wus more objectionable.  Gentlemen of Bengal, your appeal to Parliament
has great chances of success because you can point out that in persisting in earrying ont
the partition at this time, not only has the authority of Puarliament been  defied but Parlia-
ment, the British Public and the people of India have Leen hoodwinked and the most
obvious considerations of official decorum and decency violuted. Say what Lord Curzon’s
partisans might, on all plain, unsophisticated men the only impression that could be pre-
duced by the declaration of the Sccretary of State when Mr. Herbert Roberts brought
forward his motion, was that the Purtition Scheme would not be put into operation until all
the papers were laid before Parliament and it has opportunity of examining and discussing
the matter. After that deelaration to have put the partition measure into force partukes of
sharp practice.

Then, again, Lord Curzon was at the end of his Viceroyalty. He knew that not only
were the people and many of his own subordinates—English officers—opposed to his
scheme, but that even the Government in England unwillingly and grumblingly yiclded to
his pressure.  Going away as he was within a few weeks he should not have tied down the
hand of his sueeessor. Ladies and gentlemen, as a gentleman and as an administrator well
informed of the rules of official decorum he shonld not have sown the wind when he knew
that it would not be he but another who would have to reap the whirl-wind.

My brethern of Bangal, you have been subjected to sore trials and hardships and the
hearts of all your countrymen go towards you'in your tribulation. You have a just case
and a strong case. It is clear from the telegrams which were recently published that Mr.
Brodrick sanctioned the Partition of Bengal not because he and his Council were satisfied
about the expediency and propriety of the mensure but because Lord (furzon put pressure
upon them. With the Liberal Government in power there is a fuir chance of an unpreju-
diciul hearing and reconsideration. Supposing that the province cannot be officially govern-
ed by one Lieutenant-Governor, there are various methods by which that difficulty ean be
coped with. They might entrust the administration to a Governor and Executive Council as
in Bombay and Madras or make such a real adjustment of territories as would leave the
Bengali-speaking territory and community all under one administration,  The problem is
certainly not beyond the resources of wise and sympathetic statesmanship and it is greatly
to be trusted that the New Ministry will bear in mind the words of the Royal Proclama-
tion:—* In their prosperty lies our strength, in their contentment our security and in their
gratitude our best reward,” and give effect to these noble sentiments.

MR. Nussuruvpiy {Benares) addressed the meeting in Urdu.

The resolution was put to the Congress, and carried unanimously.

REPRESSIVE MEASURES IN BENGAL,

Tug PresipeNt.—We now come to Repressive Measures in Bengal.

Paxvrr Mapan MoHaN Mavavya (dllahabad) who, on rising was received with loud
cheers, said :—>Mr. Chairman and gentlemen, the resolution which the Committee have
dene me the honour of entrusting to me reads as follows :—

“That this Congress records its earnest and emphatic protest against the repressive
measures which have been adopted by the authorities in Bengal after the peopls there
had been compelled to resort to the boycott of foreign goods as a last protest, and perhaps
the only constitutional and effective means left to them of drawing the attention of the
British public to the action of the Government of India in persisting in their determination
to partition Bengal in utter disregard of the universul prayers and protests of the people.”
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Gentlemen, the brilliant speech that you heard from my estecemed friend, Babu Surendra-
nath Banerjee, told you all that was necessary to justify the aceeptance of this resolution
by you. Youspeak here of the repressive measures that have been adopted in Bengal.
How those measures have come to be adopted is not a matter which requires to be told
now. The Government of India, or rather Lord Curzon, determined upon the *Parti-
tion of Bengal.”  The people at the eatliest opportunity they came to know of it sub-
mitted respectful representations against the proposal.

Memorials followed momorials, petitions were submitted, mectings of protest wero
held, and every constitutional means which the people were aware of was adopted to
point out to Grovernment that absolutely no case has beon made out for cutting Bengal
into two and placing it under two different administrations. All that was not heeded.
People met together, they sent representations to the Sccretary of State who was the
noxt higher authority. Unfortunately that again was undeeded. People took the last
step of going up to the House of Commons and submitted petitions signed by a large
number of people and got some English Members of the House to support the petition.
A Debate was[he].d, but nothing came out of it. Now, gentlemen, this went on for a
long time. We live under a constitutional govornment. The means that have been
pointed out as open to those who live under a constitutional government were the
very means which the people of Bengal adopted. There was :rll)solutoly nothing that
anybody could take exception to in their metho@s (hear hem‘)._ They proceeded in the
coolest manner without showing any Fassion, using every possible argument that they
could think of, and putting itin the most moderate language possible (hear hear).
Gentlemen, some evil genius guided the intellect of those who were in power at the
time. They tarned a deaf ear to all representations that were so made. They determined
upon the “Partition of Bengal.” I will not go into the history of the matter as it
has been so brilliantly put before you by previous speakers in connection with the other
resolution. .The result was that people waited. There was absolutely no show of
violence even up to this time. Though peoples’ passions have been excited to the
uttermost, yet the Government heeded not. Gentlemen, any other people driven to
that desperate condition would probably have taken steps worse than thoso tlmtl were
adopted in Bengal. Bo it said to the credit of our countrymen in Bengal (c 1eelrs),
that on an occasion when their feelings had been stirred to their deepest depths, w mr&
the whole Province of Bengal has been agitated as no part of India had beon aﬁlmtcl
after the days of the Mutiny—be it said to the credit of the young men of erflg:.;h
(cheers), that in the midst of so much excitement not one case has been Prove;} mGw t11<,
they have resorted to illegal or unjust means with the object of getting redross. (-*nt c-
men, the Government which was anxious to carry on the administration of the 'coul? ry
on lines of sound statosmanship would have rcjoiced at the sight and would have ecdn
moved by the very circumstanco that the people were so moderate and selE-restr;m& ,
even on such occasions, to accede to their demands. It was the misfortune o {e
Government of India that it did not listen to these demands. Tho rusult was that people
found themselves in uttor darkness and despair. What did they do? They found out
that their voices were foeble. Even the powerful voice of our friend, Babu Surendrr;‘
Nath Banerjee, had failed to penerato into tho ears of the powers-thut-be. 'kTh?i} [bi}st 0
ihe men in the land, the most respected members of the community, men li le La mx"}z;]:i
Sir Jotindra Mohun Tagore, Sir Grurudas Baner]ee, who do not love to indn f‘re 1(; w :1_
is called political agitation, camoe out of their retivement and pressed upon t'u; I(;\err‘ze
ment the wisdom of listening to the prayers of the people. No response yeb. eo;:u
then said “what are we to do? Well, we are_ placed in this circumstance; \crL)] w‘(,k,
we shall raise another noise which probably wnll.’bc carried across the wn’turs nnI r;l:n te
a stir in England; we shall boycott forcign goods.” Tt is an e.\:trcn.m lrt?o.t{surc 1(ﬁllcn£
No sensible man, no man who wishes the well of' this _country won f011”1 a' :1 P
desire that there should be anything done to create dissension between ?}ll‘ fotg.‘;-ﬁ)liltr
in England and in this country. No man who under_stand‘s the real nlect Ii o .‘tl q.nvthiny
and the situation in which we are placed will desivo tiwat there shou tt l '(-mbm;ltf' Igt
but cordial good-will a.mongE our ffcl[t(;w—sul?gccts 11&1 Igsg{):;n(ioa:gy1:1"01;?\&:‘11;“ Oz,f. o
was, therefore, no matter of satisfaction—it cou e o et morc]

—to cither initinte the idea of boyedtt or'to encourage it. It was boyco . ¥
::1;1:1;};“;21:12:;;‘5“1]‘10 which thoy found} themselves compelled nnder 11thethmrcm::hzléﬁ'i?
to adopt. It was adopted ag a measure whi_ch might posmbly,l whfi}w a ! 01 ‘;:q;(ilad o
representations had failed, make aEl iEpre.I‘i;m_I: 3901131:'?;&‘- PC&PC rcl!flr?mf’;\ng ::mgr:nt dL\ul of

> ideration of tho prayers o e Unite al. em, a great deal
zl;:nfxi)gt?ilolr;? \\L'as crentcd.p 1i)cmember, that it was all a peacc‘ftfl -Cntr;]ln-c’tl(:::],ldlt'lll‘(‘)"?: if;
comniton o 3 Jwliling pors i know vt g e, 3 i i

ircumstances they were placed. oyeott we . _ e o o

g:: f:lll;?l had been cau)t::ht au!i had begun] toE\;OII‘_k, Ca'ﬂed:m?fé’:g:::“:ﬁf) fl;(sr;ﬁ;:ﬁl:(\l(;mcnxz
. s, Men who had erred, instead ol taking wis n the fucts that com
ﬂ:i;sziitmii, detor?nined to persist in their obstinacy, determined to_r:iljse 'lt‘;)wfo?nl«ili rl;
whether there was any justification for people resorting to -sui‘h mf;:?t] x-c.m e
to persceute. Persecution is the enly word that you can uso lor “ ; ™ < appuial
Fri 51 To appoint respectable men as spre
from our friendsin Bengal as having been adopted. PI ol T that thore
constables when there was absolutely no shadow of excuse for raying



( 72 )

was any violence to authority intended ov indicated to appoint respectable members of
the community leaders, men of light and leading to that disgraceful position when nothing
has been done to justify it, to abolish and take away from the doors of the people sign-
boards whercon vou found Hande Maturam, to tell people—advice is the word used in
some of the correspondence—(iaughter) advise poo[lnle to leave their cities and go away ia
exile, to go and send a posse of pu?icemen to watch the mectings of citizens held to consider
what they should do to protest against what the authorities were doing—was there any
neceesity “to do any of these things ? Was there any indieation that anybody wanted to
rebel against the authority or the government of the country ? Throughout all these many
months, during the whole period, there was never a single instance of any misbehaviour.
The best proof of this lies in the circumstance that not a single case had occurred which
could afford any justification for the adoption of such a course.  I’etty and frivolous ex-
cuses were found to put people into trouble, to harrass them, to intimidate them, but not
one single instance in which anything has been done which would have justified them to
have recourse to such extreme and impolitic measures.  Now, gentlemen, I may tell you
that when you find a state of things like this, it ecases to be a question which concerns
one province or one district. You have Leen much exercised, some of you my brother
delegates, at the thought as to why this was a mutter which should be taken up by the
Congress. A matter which affects the whole Provinee of Bengal, which affects as large
an area as the Province of Bengal, is not this a question for the consideration of the Con-
aress ? I injustice was done to one single individual throughout the length and breadth
of the British Empire, and if we felt that that injustice ought to be remedied or protested
agminst, it wonld be your duty to doso (checrs). T you allowed such an outrageous
course as has been followed in Bengul to go unprotested by you, you will be failing to
discharge vour duty {checrs). It has been the misfortune of Bengal that it has happened
there. Gentlemen, do not console vourselves with the idea that such misfortune may not
hefall another part of the country to-morrow. What you have to do is to protest against
such things happenning wnder the rule of His Majesty the King-Emperor of England
and India. They might bappen in Russia; you and I are not concerned with them,
Rteeourse has not been had  to such mensures in British territories for a long time
past.  We are not anxious that these methods should be perpetuated which they would
he if we allow them to go unprotested. Gentlemen, this then is the justification for the
resolution which I have placed beforeyou. 1t is nmot that the Congress advecates the
adoption of boycoit all over the country generally (hear hear).  You have to bear it clearly
in mind that no one who understands the real interests of the country desires to create
any unnecessary tension of feeling between our fellow-subjects in England and here. The
Government, if they are really earnest and sincere in their desive to see that this spirit
which the boycott movement has created ocught to subside, have the remedy in their own
hands.  Let thein undo the great mischicf which has been done by this unnecessary parti-
tion and boycott, as a boyeoit, shall cense to-morrow (cheers). Remember, gentlemen,
we ought not to mix up Swadeshi with boveott (hear, hear). Tt is a great mistake to mix
up the two. Bengal was partitioned a short while ago. But the Swadeshi movement is
as old, within my own persanal knowledge, as thirty years ago.  The doctrine was preached
when I wasat school, and I am happy and proud to say that I have been henefited
hv and adopted it the moment I entered college.  Since that day to this, along  with many
other friends even in this Provinee, we have been using manufactures of Indian muke =0
tur as we have bheen able to obtain them. That movement stands on quite a different foot-
ing, and it would be wrong to the country and to the best interests of the people to mix
np the two, to confuse the Swadeshi movement with boyeott. Speaking for myself T do
not want to keep up boycott of foreign goods. What is desirable so far as the Swadeshi
movement is concerned is quite another matter. That has gone on and will go on.  As
far us boycott is concerned, I think I express the sense of all of you, or ncarly all of vou,
when I say that the Congress would rejoice to see bovcott come to an end, if the cause
which has given rise to it ‘were to cease to exit, It is, thercfore, entirely in the power of
Government to put an end to this boyeott, If it continues it continues owing to no fault of
the peaple, owing  to no disposition among the people to keep it up. IFf they are wise, as I
hope they will be, with the change that has come on in the Ministry, I hape that the
powers-that-he will take the earliest opportunity to put an end to the feeling which has
been created by this “Partition of Bengal.” Gentlemen, with these few observations I
bew to recommend  this resolution to your consideration (cheers). With regard to one
of thase measuves that have been adopted, T would like, with your permission, to add a few
words,  Bawde Mutgram is a very innorent exclamation. You simply say: “Hail mother-
land, or T how to thee the mother-land.” Nothing insidions, nothing poisonous and nothing
seditious about it. Now, gentlemen, I am surprised that any Englishman, any son of
England who has been brought up on the noble life-giving literature of England, shonld
object even for a moment to the wse of Buande Mataram. TIn the fow books of English
literature which I had the good fortune to read, I came across a passage that Chatham
i lus dying moments cried out “my country, my country.” Englishmen regard him
with adoration. When you find Nelon sending out a message to his soldiers at a eri-
ticul moment in the name of England, you admire and respeet him. When you come
aeross passages in Shakepeare where the fecling of love for the Mother-country is well
and happily  deseribed, Englishmen rejoice as much as we do on reading those passages.
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rights. But if you simply go thers as a boggar without the consciousness of your
power, of your right to demand your rights, you go thore simply to be rejected (cheers).
IE, therefore, you want to be heard, and you want to be heard with respect, you must
approach with determination, with evidences of detcrmination, with signs that you are
dotermined to achieve your rights at any cost. Unless you do that, the goddess of liberty
is very jealous. She s{lall never allow you to approach her, and she shall never sllow
You to enter her portals. You must remain outside because you are profane : you cannot
enter because you are not sufficiently pure; you must purify yourselves through the ordeals
of fire and self-sacrifice. The goddess of liberty is the most sacred goddess in the world,
and before you can approach her, you should show by your life, life of self-denial, that vou
are fit to enter her tomple (cheers). What havo we Ecen doing to be fit to approach thut
temple. I am afraid that our record is extremely poor and extremely humiliating,
it is extremely bad to look at. But there are signs of the rising sun. And if the people of
India will just learn that lesson from the people of Bengal, I think the struggle is not
hopeless. Wo are just awakening to 8 sonse of our duty and a scnse of rosponsibility to
the mother-land. It may be that with the consciousnoss of that strength we may tread
the right way, the right path in the struggle for freedom, I have only to say one word
about that part of the resolution which deals with repressive measures. T think the repressive
policy of this governmentis very encouraging. A povernment commanding 260,000 or 5,00,000
soldiers stooping to strike us by striking at our boys (cries of shame)! I say what have
these wise statesmen of government come to. Are they not displaying disgmccf{ll weakness,
a weakness of which the peoplo are conscious ? It will be difficult for them to remain where
they are. What would people conclude that this mighty government, with so many guns and
cannong. with so many armies and with such an arrary of statesmen, have begun to fight with
boys (cries of shame). I say that as friends of order, as friends of peaceful progress, as friends
of the present government, because we are not ungrateful, we advise them to eschew these
weak methods, disgraceful methods, and re-assert their manliness by pursuing paths of
righteousness. If we were to adopt the methods of revolutionists, if wo were to adopt the
same secret methods which the government of Lord Curzon has adopted in pushing forth
the Partition Scheme, if we were to adopt the samoe methods that the Govermnent of India
and beauracratic rulers are adopting in dividing people against people, in setting the Hindu
against the Mahomedan (shame), the Hindu against the Sikh, it will be 2 dangerous game.
I say that the government is giving weapons which are sharp but which are disgraceful
and which show signs of weakness. I, therefore, say that it is a dangerous game which the
government is playing, It might injure them at any moment. Therefore, as friends
of government, as friends of order, we warn Government against treading this path of
danger and difficulty. Let govornment remember, and lot you, gentlemen, also remember,
that people once awakened and awakened rightly cannot be put down (cheers). Itis
impossible for the Government of India, after 2 a century of British rule, after a century
of liberal education, after having put the books of Burke, Bain and Mason in our hands, to
put us down like dogs and slaves. That is impossible. The Bengalis havo just now shown, they
are only now showing, that the task is impossible even for a mighty govornment like the
British government. Therefore, wisdom requires, statesmanship requires, , that people
should be governed on right lines, on liberal principles, on those demoeratic principles
which are just now stirring the whole world. The wave of democracy is out. I dety
any government in the world whore there is any just civilization to keep the people out of
their rights for any length of time. The history of Europe is before you. What is the
fate of autocratic methods? We pray our government not to adopt those methods, As
my friend the Chairman has been telling English audience, the Beitish government is
foolish in following Russian methods.” We are great admirers of British rule. As
people who are benefited by that rule we call upon govornment not to trample under
foot the best traditions of British rule, but to re-trace those steps and not leave the
people of this country under the impression that their government is going to adopt
nothing better than Russian methods. If these methods continue, gentlemen, what
will be the difference between the Russian government and the British government?
There will be nothing left for the people of this country to be loyal to the British govern-
ment if these things are taken away—if the rights of meetings, if the rights of potitions
aund if the rights of constitutional agitation are taken away from us. Let my goveruors
tell me what shall be left to us to be loyal to them ?  Why shall we be loyal to them?
I, therefore, say that it is in their own intercests that they ought to retrace their steps and
follow the noble example which has been set by some of their noblest statesmen, and
remedy the state of things that exist.  One word more and I have dome. T sce
the time is going fast (cries of “go on”). No, I am not going to break the rule. I think
I have already exceeded the limits. There is only one word I should like to say. If you
have adopted this manly and vigorous policy, be prepared for the logical conscquence
(cheers). Don’t conceal your heads, don’t behave like cowards. Once having adopted
that manly policy, stick to it till the last, Glorify yourselves as I have told you. Isit
not a matter of shame for us that this Nuational Congress in the last twenty-one years should
not have produced at least a number of political Sanyusis that could saerifice their lives for
the political regeneration of the country? Now that the Congress has come toa stage
when it could become a father, a parent, I carnestly appeal to you to let it have its legiti-
mute offsprings, a bund of earnest missionaries to work out the political regeneration of tho
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guunt}y (cheers). There is no use of our talking aloud, there is not much nse of our
showing signs of discontent and disaffoe
noble country, true to the mother-l
tical agitation,

tion, unless we are true to ourselves, true fo our
- her-land, true to the cause of political regeneration and poli-
B I you <how, in a few years, to our rulers that we are steadfast in our de-
termination, that we ave steadfast in our devotion to our cause, I assure you that there is no
power in the wo_rlf,] that can prevent you from going forward (loud and continued cheers),

Mr, H. A. Wapta (Rajkor).—Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, Thave aceepted
the Lonourable task ot supporting this resolution because I feel, Sir, that it is both neces-
sary and right that our brethren from Bengal should receive sympathy and support to
which they are entitled from all parts of our country, We deeply sympathise with

. them heeause we know that they have sutfered from a measure of the grossost oppression
and the gravest provocation, and we also admire them for the gallant stand which they
have made in doefence of their deeply cherished rights.  We know, and we must acknow-
leddge, that in that gallant stand they have galvanized into a new and vigorous existence
the slumbering cause of Swadeslism, for they have associated with it that deep intense
sense of patriotisin which never accompanied it before, and which we trust will always
accompany it horeafter, and if, in the excess of feeling and in the intensity of passion, any-
thing has heen done or said which, under other cirenmstances, would not be justificd, we will
not be of these who would laugh at them, we will not blame them in bringing retalintion to
which they have driven and for which they have been made free victims of unjust vitupe-
ration and measureless punishment.  We do feel we should be ashamed if vou do not fecl
deep resentment and burning indignation at the measures of repression to which the autho-
rities have resorted against our Bengal brethren whom  we regard all the more becanso of
their great sorrow and respect, all the more because of their unabated resolve to sacrifice
and suffer rather than allow themselves to be dismembered and disunited (cheers).

THE Hon'BLE W. D. A, KHaRE (Bombay).—Mr. President and gentlemen, T know
that no words of mine are necessary to support the resolution which has heen so ably pro-
posed and seconded, but the reason why this resolution shonld be supported from all prarts
of India is this. There has been o wrong impression ereated. I do not know how or wh
that the other Provinees of India have no sympathy with Bengal in the adoption of the
boycott movement to which they have resorted as a protest against the “Pactition of Bengal.”
1 for one do not see that there is anything to be afinid of in mentioning the word hoycott
in this connection (hear, hear). I do not see why we should touch that point in a hesita-
ting and gingerly fashion. I do not see why we should parade so many justifieations for
the adoption of this measure for which we show more pity than admiration. Under the
circumstances no doubt, but with all due adinivation, T do really say that Bengal was
thoroughly justified in adopting boyeott in the way it has done (cheers), and I do hope and
trust that other people in this country, if driven to extreme positions, will earry to extreme
measures all that is left in their hands of legal and constitutional methods. I do not see why
we should bo afraid of mentioning one constitutional method while we speak glihly of
several other constitutional methods.  After all what is boycott? It is a question of shop-
keeping. I do know if unything has been made more patent in this agitation than another
it is that our Bengal hrethren have shown us that England isa nation of shop-kecpers
(laughter.) Represssive measures followed boycott, but they did not follow mectings, they
did not follow agitations, they did not follow petititions, but they followed boycott.” Why?
Because Bengal said, “we will not purchase your goods,” the British nation have shown us
by their attitude this: ‘“so long as you purchase our goods we do not care how
many meetings are  held, we do not care what you are saying or how you are
criticising, go on purchasing our goods and that is all right” That is the one great
service which DBengal has done.  Another service which Bengal has done, and which
I have to mention from this platform, is that it is to the ercdit of Bengal that
they raised our political agitation to quite a higher plane (hear, hear). All political
and constitutional agitations are no doubt in one sense begging, but there are differences
in begging. We go to our Sovereign, we go to our rulers and ask for our rights. A
beggar who has no value goes to beg; but a person with a value of his own, when ll‘e
goes to ask for what he deserves, cannot be called a beggar. Although every consti-
futional agitation means asking on the one side and giving on the other, yet thero is
dignity in asking, and our .bl'ethren of Bengal have done this—they have learnt them-
sclves how to ask in a dignified manner, and they have tanght the wholo country how
to do the same. Gentlemen, I heartily support this proposition. 1 feel the greatest
sympathy for the miseries and sufferings which they are undergoing on account of
the present agitation of theirs. But I do mot simply sympathise with them  beenuse
they are beaten and whipped. I say whipping is wrong and ought not to have heen
given, I say that Bengal people are perfectly justified in raising their ery of boycott.
Vith these few words I support this propesition (cheers).

MR. V. KnrsuyaswaMi A1var (Mudras).—Mr. President and gentlemen, you have
carried with acelamation the resolution expressive of your sympathy with the indignation
of the people of Bengal at the partition of their province. In words of marvellous
¢loguence which ave still ringing in your ears, and in spite of the torrential speech of
Mr. Lala Lajpat Rai (cheers), I say the spokesman of Bengu'l has told you that Bengul
has not accepted this partition as an accomplished fact. Grentlemen, people of Bengal
have been often told that they have been often reviled as a people who are mere talkers.



They have on this occasion shown that if there was any justifieation for that cpithict
in the past there shall no longer be any such justification; they have shown in a manner
most conclusive to all who have ears to hear and eyes to sce—they have shown that
they are great in action as they are groat in speech (chcm's.). What have the people
of Bengal dono? They have adopted what is generally deseribed as the boycott wove-
ment—boveott of English and boycott of foreign goods in favour of indigenous manufac-
ture. But, gentlemen, it was not reserved to the Bengalis or the twenticth cenfury to make
this discovery. Tle boveott of forcign manufactures is not a new process, it is not a new
political wo:nixon which has been fashioned for the hands of the Bengal lper)ple. In the year
1703, the Irish House of Parliament which existed then resolved thut Irish people shall elothe
themselves with the manufuctares of Ireland, and shall not go In for the manufactures -
of other countries.  In 1707, the Members of the Irish House of Commeoens took a pledge
upon their honour that they will only wear clothing manufactured within the “Emerald
Isle  Gentlemen, when England imposed restrictions upon Amervican manufactures
in the eighteenth centnry, the richest citizens in America resolved that they shall only
wear homespun cloths in preference to foreign manufactures,  They resolved that they
would not saerifice the innocent lamb for the table because of the deficieney of lamb's
waol,  Even in these modern days, even within the last few years, we have read of
China eombining for the purpose of acting upon tho principle or the boycott of Awmerican
goods. Gentlemen, who can say that this is nnconstitutional or illegal, or that thisis
anvthing which is obnoxious to the laws of the realin.  Gentlemen, nobody, 1 suppose,
in his senses believed that hovgott is an item in the economic poliey for the people of
this country at the present day. I do not think that there is anvbody in this hall who
is labouring under that hallucination.  Boveott is a political weapon, it is & means of
drawing attention of those who are responsible for the government of this eountry, and
it is one of the most known weapons in time of great nutiomal erisis (cheers). What
did the members who were representatives of the Irish people in the British llouse of
Commons do? They adopted the constitutional policy of obstrnction, obstruction for
the purpose of prevenling the carrying on of any other business, so that the Irish
grievances shall first bo redressed. Gentlemen, that is only a political weapon, Nolody
could ever dream of charging the Irish reprvesentatives that they were doing anything
illegal or unconstitutional (hear, hear). But, gentlemen, how has the Government of
this conntry, how has the Indian bureaueracy, proposed to meet this exercise, on the
part of a loyal people, of the most constitutional methods, for the purpose of carrying
on their agitation?  They met thiz action on the part of the people of Bengal by sending
schiool-hoys to jail; they met this poliey of the people of Dengal by prohibiting pmblic
meetings (“shame””), by marching Gurkha regiments into the peaceful streets of loyal
inhabitants (cries of “shame”™), by intereepting Press telegrams which communicated
information (*shame™).  Well, gentlemen, is that a policy which is worthy of a civilised
government in the twenticth centary ? I venture to attirm it is not. I venture to think,
and I thought always, that such a policy has not very many years of life before it.
Geentlemen, the people of Bengal have shown us how effectively to use this weapon for
the purpose of drawing attention of the people of Lnglind to the grievances under
which are they groaning. They have done it and the people of England have begun to ask
the question and have begun to rub their eyes and ask: “what is it that is now going on,
what is the measure that has so convulsed the country from one end to the other?” I
venture to think that the time iz not far distant when though the measure has been
treated as an accomplished fact by Lord Curzon and his advisers, it will not be treated
as such by the Government which has succeeded (cheers), Gentlemen, the policy of
repression is a policy that is truly unconstitutional. The right of public meeting and
the right of public speech are the inalienable rights of every British subject, and it will
he imnpossible for Britain in the twentieth century to go back upon the Lest traditions of
the Britixh Rulg, to go back upon the wisdom of Purliament which has established, not
merely for the people of Englund but for people of all countrics of the world, that
people of the countries shall be governed according to the wishes and aspirations of the
!mopln of the land which is to be governed. Gentlemen, England has not hoped to
»aild an empire on the dangerous quicksands of racial antagonizm er official demination.
LBut England has hoped to build this empire on the affections of a loyal people (hear,
hear), and T venture to sabmit that the statesmanship of England which is not altogether
dead, Sir,—I believe the statesmanship of England will be equal to the tusk of wolving
the problem that has been agitating the minds of the people of Bengal in a manner that
will bo satisfactory to them, that will re-establish fhm confidence of the pevple in the
wisdom and statesianship of the great British nation (cheers).

Mz. A. H. Gazsavi (Mymensingh)—Mr. President, brothor-delegates and ladies
and gentlemen, T am a Bengali-speaking Mahomedin, and my mother-tongue is Bengali.
I wus longing to attend this session of the National Congress, the great assemhly of my
distinguished countrymen, ever since I read in the newspapers that the President-Elect was
India’s great man. Mr. President, when you championed our cause nt Manchester, when
you explained to the Lancashire people to direct their anger not against the helpless Indiuns
Lut agrainst the officialdom attempting to rule India by Russian methods, when you explained
to them that the sole object of the boycott movement in Bengal was to draw the attens
tion of the British public to our grievances; to our helpless onditivn and our grave situation,
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I can asare yod, Me. President, men and womén living in these districts of Bengal
must have offered their tlmnksgwlmgs to the King of Kings tor the great. service you havo
rendered to that unfortunate Province (cheers). Gentlemen, is it possible in any modern
country for a provincial Governor to let loose Gurkha soldiers upon peaceful citizens?
That has Leen done in a dlst:,rict in Bengal.  That district is Barisal. Garkha soldiers have
}:gen pl}:,ndcrmg and assaulting men and women, and have been outraging women too {crics of
shame”).  And the Distriet Magistrate absolutely tukes no notice of the whole thing, and ,

nover for a noment thinks that the fat salary #hat he enjoys and the very position he oc-
cuples he owos to Indians and Indian Exchequer (2 voiee “ungrateful”j.  What is the
fault of these poor people of Barisal? Bocause they could not and would not vote an ad-
dress of welecoma to the new Lieutenant-Governor? They are awaiting their fate to be sealed
by the House of Parliament, because they advocated the Swadeshi movement and because they
shouted Bande Mutaram in public streets. A respectable gentleman, a sraduate of the
Caleutta University, was assaulted in the broad day-light, in the publig streets, and the
Magistrate refused to take cognizance of his case. Look again at what has happened at
Rangpur. Zamindars, Honorary Magistrates and men of high position and a Sanskrit
professor who had nothing to do, were all ordered by the little Huzur, the District Superin-
tendent of Police, to patrol in the streots with belt and batons as special constables. — ook
again at what has happened in Serajganj, a sub-division of Bengal.” Leadors of the Swa-
deshi movement are good men, and they are pointed out by tha A<sam Police. and tho
Assam Police have hoen assanlting them. They went to the Sub-Divisional Officor to
complain, but he suid that he had no power to entertain the complaint. The complainant
said: “are you not the Sub-Divisional Offizer of Serajuanj”™? “Yoi” he replied, “but I shall
not take your complaint,” That was after the interview with Mr. Fuller. What has happened
at Rujshahye? A public meeting in a private house in a private compound, has been dispersed
at the point of the bayonet. ~Again, at Jalpaiguri, three students have been sent to jail
and one has been flogged. I will point ont another instance at Rujshalive whero little bovs
under 12 years of age were sent to jail under soction 144 (cries of “slume™), Then, Sir,
there is another thing. Governmnent officials presided over public mectings and they told the
Mahomedans that the Hindus were not their friends (shame), “that it is to yom" interests
thut you must not be united with Hindus. You will find it in the Koran that Hindus and
Mahomn~dans should not join tosather.” Ts it not shameful, pitiful and disgraceful for a
government officer to say so publiely to Mahomalwns, anl thess Muhomedans are of tho
agricultural classes. Ons thing more. The Govermnent is tempting them with fishes and
loaves to abandon their brethren of Hindus. Let them do anything they like. Hindus
and Mahomedins have heon united, and let them stand side by side, como “what may. So
long as Bengal remains not united, they will never abandon the boycott, the vow that wo
have taken, the vow that our men, women and childeen have taken; we shall soe that it is
carried out.  We shall s22 that in our household not a particle of English goods enters our
house. We shall show that we are propared to face ton mare Fullers, and we are also
prepired to go to jail, but that vow of ours mast be maintainad at any eost whatever, [
will read to you tho conversation which the Hen'ble Mr. Fuller had with Me. Aswin Kumar,
a leadaer of Buicisaly I have a report of it in my hand, and it is follows :—

- Mr FULLER AT BARISAL.
INTERVIEW WITH POPULAR REPRESENTATIVES.
HIS HYSTERICS THREATENS BLOODSHED,

(Frox OUR Owx CORRESPONDENT.)
BARIsAL, November 18,

Babus Aswini Kumar Dutt, Dina Vandu Senr, President of the Bar Library, and the People’s Association;
Rajani Kanta Das, Chairman of the Municipality and Vice-Chairman of the District Board; Kali Frasanna Sen and
Upendrea Nath Sen, Zemindars, all the five signatorios to an appual to the people regarding the partition and the
Bwasdeshi moverment, were sent for by the Magistrate uoder the orders of Mr. IFuller, They went on board
the steamer and were rated by Mr Fuller, Mr Fuller spoke to the following effect :—We wag sorry  that the
partition was made agaiust the wishes of the poople, He himself was not in favour of the partition, bernuse if
offended their feclings. But he had not offended them, so there was oo reason why e should be so treated, He
was not ill-disposed towarnds the Bengalis.  He liked them and had good Benyali clerks who had rendered excel-
lent services. Babu Suremlranath liunerjea, inm saying that he hated the Bengalis, told o lie.  The conduct
of the Dacea people was too rade even for an angel to bear. He was o man and conld not stand it; no body could,
The people, he said, werein a state of mutiny. They hal thrown stoneg at the Collector who was kind-hearted
The pentlemen present were responsible for influmiog the mob. The result would be that they would throw
themsclves 500 years back and be harred from Government seevice for three or four generations,” The Govern-
ment were determined to chieck the state of things at any cost.  TheiGurkbas were brought in to do so, and the
genttenen would be responsisle for the bloodshed that miht be necessary. Persons, associated with them, wero
exciting the mobiby saying that salt was puritied by bones, aud that Mellin's  Fool had spittle init.  The partis
tion, be snid, coukl not be removed. There might be one or two angry specthes in Parlinment, but nothing
would come out of them. They ought to make the best of the situation. The Hindus, by what they were duing,
would furce him to zo back to the tirges of Shaistha Ehan,  Referring to an appeal, issued by the leaders, he said
that it was a proclamation, and the signatories bad no rizht to issue proclamations which could be issued only
by the Soverciq or hig representatives. His Honour might issue ome such, He then eaid that the concluding
pars.  of the appeal showed that they were organizing committees of publiv safety in villaves such as the French
clill during the Revolution, and that the line “all of you will see that except the stock-ia-tracde on fresh consign-
ments of foreign poois may ke imported” meant that breicies of the peace might be eommitted to Tesist the
importation of foreign goods. His Homour asked the signatories cither to withdraw the proclamation or he

i
woull at once bind them down to kuep the paace. His Honour ssid they would got no redeess in the Hivh

Court a4 it was an Executive order. . . . )
Babu Aswini Kumar Duatt rose to say a few wordshy way of explanation, but His Honour asked him to sit down,

After Aswini Babu pointed out the cancluding para.  of the appeal, which Awgzested the foundation of Peonle's
Associations, His Honour immeliately ssid:—* What you cail assiciations [ call committees of public safety.” sabu
Aswini Kamar was going 8o say that the line in question did vot mesn what His Hoaour thought as several lincs
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belaw the appeal elearly nsked the people not to use foree ; bt before he could utter a word  Mr, ‘F_nllgr burst.
forth saxing ~holkl your tengue, please, }am not goingto listen w way mgwoent or reply, This is not o

law-court.” L )
The Hon'ble Mr. Fuller alsn task DBabn Rajani Das the Chairman, totask. saying it was rodeness on his part not

to wait at the ghat to weleemu the Licutenant-tGovernor of the Provinees, The Chairman said it was exceslioply
rrde, snrely: but he could not help as publie feeling was decidedly aminst it. His 11:::1«;u:- siid it was o weakness on
his part, His Honour gave the gentlemen time to withdraw the appeal LY this moerning, but in a second
he chanzed his mood and said :— *Here's my ultimatum, Will you withdraw or not ! Say yes or uo”  On this
‘the gentlemen finding their lmsit.inn extremely diticult, thinking it usless to provoke a rull_sr_ who‘hns not common
courtesy, thought it better to comply  with the request and agreed. But this did not satisfy His Honour, who
wanted & written note from them beiore ) this morning, - When His Honour finished he Tose  abruptly.  Aswini
Tiabu was ball o seeond Jate in Fising as he was ealle ting papers from the table. At this Mo Fuller angrily said

—+®tand np ;3 here's anothier bit of rudeness on your part.” .
Mr. Fuller's trentment of the luaders was throushout insulting.  Great indignation prevails,

Paxpay Ravsarax LaLt (Ghazipur) next addressed the meeting in Urdu.

Mr. G. 8. Kuavarpr (lmraoti), who was received with cheers, said.—Ladies and gentle-
men, vou have received me with the words Hande AMataram which means that you hail
vour mother. That is to say there isan idea of love at the bottom of it.  You love your
mother with your whole heart. Therefure I ought to speak to you of love. You fuwo
given me an order and I will carry it out.  There are two kinds of love, one love which
comes out of feeling and another love which comes out of science. We love our mother beeause
we like her.  But Lord Curzen loved India scientifically (laughter), with the same kind
of love that a botanist has for a rare flower that he seces. When he sees a good flower he
takes it home becwnse he lovesit. He draws the petals out of it, because he'wants to
see what there is in it,  Lord Curzon loved Bengal and he wanted to see how Bengal was
like and, therefore, he took it to picces (laughter). There is nothing wrong in it.  He
did it out of love and he opened it out.  Another kind of love is the love of the anatomists,
He goes about and sces, and when he sees a rare kind of bird he takes it from its nest and
sayvs “it i a very nice bird, I must preserve it, I must keep it.”  He does not keep it fed
but he kills it with a pin, he puts it in water or in spirit and has it preserved in the
museum. I told you yesterday that Lord Curzon wasa great scientist.  He employed
the other method also. It is out of love for Iudia that he collected these rare articles
and iz going to build a great building in Cualeutta. These articles will be preserved
there *entirely out of love. However, there is one thing more to do. His love was so
great and so intense that he could not brock a delay.  You know that a lover is always
an impatient man (laughter).  Some of you made representations and our people joined
in them. We induced the old mun to send him a telegram. Do we think the young
man is going to wait for the message of the old man. He would not wait.  There is the
scientific love. Theve is something else whieh hus immensely tickled my funey.  Yon
know in this world that of all things which excite laughter inpotent anger is the thing
which excites laughter most. But laughter has been on two sides.  When members of
Council went out of the Council hall in a body, they went stamping their feet to show
their indignation. Then the laughter was on the otlter side. “Here are the Indians,
they cannot understand, they cannot sit in Council, they become angry and go away.”
Then the laughter was against uws. My friends in Bengal discovered a way of dealing
with these people, and of touching them in their pockets. These people become ver
angry, and they threatened all kinds of things which my friend Babu Surendranath
Banerjea told you. These gentlemen went out of Culeutta to  hold meetings, but then
people did not come. I suppose they were stamping their feet, and gnashing their teeth;
and impotent anger i3 now on the other side and the langhter is on our side. Kindly
continue the boycott movement and you will see still more and more funny things. We
shall laugh and they shall ery (laughter). With these words I commend this propo-
sition to you {cheerz).

The Resolution was pat to the Congress and carried unanimously.

Mg. D. E. Wacua (Bombay).—The President desires me to inform you that as we
cannot finish the progrumme to-day we shall have a short session to-morrow morning
commencing at halt past eight o’clock.

The Congress then adjourned,



(79 )
FOURTH DAY’S PROGEEDINGS.
Friday, 30th December, 1905.

The Congress assembled at 9 a. m. to-duy to complete the i
programme of yesterday.

TrE PuresipENT.—Gentlemen, we proceed with the Resolution on Edueation, and Mr.
Heramba Chandra Maitra, of Caleutta, will move the resolution. '

Mg, Henanpa Cuaspra Martra ( Caleutta).—Gentlemen, I bog to move the following
Resolution :— e "

(@) _That this Congress repeats its protest against the present policy of the Govern-
ment of India in respect of High and Seccondary education, as being one of officializsing
the governing bodics of the universities and restricting the spread of education.

(4) That this Congress, while thanking the Government of India for the special
grants made this year to Primary and High education, again places on record its irm con-
viction that the material and moral intevests of the country demand a much larger expendi-
ture than at present on all branches of education, and a beginning in the direction of Iree
Primary education. ) :

(¢) That in the opinion of this Congress the recommendations of the Committee on
Industrial education should be promptly carricd out by the government for the better
provision of Technical education to the youth of the country. The Congress would specially
urge the government. The Congress especially urges the Government to order an Indus-
trial Survey as recommended by the Committee (and as suggested by the Government of
India itself in its Home Department Resolution No. 199, dated 18th June 1888), as a neces-
sary preliminary to the introduction of an organized system of Technical education in the
several provinees.

(d) That at least one central fully-equipped Polytechnic Institute should be established
in the country with minor technical schools and colleges in the different provinces.

Gentlemen, in moving this Resolution in connection with which I had the honour of
addressing the Congress on some previous occasions, Tam for the first time oppressed hy
a thought which never troubled me before. T feel that the atmosyliere is charged with
elements which perhaps demand a more impassioned utterance than could be possibly
introduced in any specch on the question of education. But I al<o feel that no topies of
the hour, however importunate they may be, ought to divert our attention altegether from
the question of eduention, which is one of abiding importance. Agninst the thoaght that
troubles me to which I just now referred, I am fortified by one suspicious circumstance,
namely, that for the first time in the history of the Congress the educational resolution is
moved in the hours of the morning, hours when light is spreading ever the world and the
universe is robed in raiment of beanty and light. It was well that yesterday the resolution
referring to repressive measures was moved when darkness was gathering over the face of
the earth; and it is well that the Education resolution should be moved when light s
gpreading over the world. The Edueation question is one of those on which we have not
been making any substantial progress; nay, gentlemen, as I hope to show Lefore I sit down,
we have been losing ground year by vear. The broad Eacts of the ease are that, while even
in backward European countries like Spain, 68 per cent. of the population are illiterate, and
at least 32 are literate. Even in Bengal which is supposed by many, I do not make tho
assertion on my responsibility, even in Bengal which is supposed by many to be the most
enlightened Provinee in India, the proportion of the illiterute is 944 per cent. (shame).
As to the expenditure it remains about 1 per cent. of the revenues from year to year;
while even in Spain the expenditure is 6 times that amount. These are the broad facts,
We have not been able to make any impression on the government in thiz matter in spite
of repeated protests and representations from the Congress camp year after year.  That
makes it all tho more necessary that we should concentrate our attention upon the Educa-
tional problem, for it is general culture that has given rise to the C(longress; it is eulturo
alone that sustains it; 1t is culture alone that can help us to carry the banner of progress
forward ; it is culture alone that can give true regeneration socially, morally and politically
to the country. '

Now, as regards Primary education, the position is this that the tone of the govern-
ment is apologetic, and it is on the defensive. It admits that Primary education is in a
sadly backward condition. Tt admits that only one village out of four has a Primary
school; it admits that, We are thankful, as the resolution sayvs, to the Government for
the increased grants that have been offered for Primary and also Higher education.  Theso
grants are sadly inadequate to the requirements of the case. When we come to the
question of High education we are confronted by an entirely different st of ciremnstances.
Somehow or other the rulers of the country are under the impression thut High edueation
is spreading far and wide. Tt is widely diffused though it is conducted on somewhat
wrong lines. Lord Curzon, in the specch which he made to the Directorsof Publie
Instruction on the 21st September last secks to establish his claim as a great educational

eformer. Withregard to Highedueation he says: “in regard toh igherfeducation the position
was still worse, for here it was not a question so much of a Llank sheet in the education of

»

ifinished portion of the
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the community as of a page seribbled over with all sorts of writing, some of it wel (ormed
and good but much of it distorted and wrong,” as if High education has spread over the
country though it was conducted on wrong principles and needed correction.  What are
the facts of the ease?  Aeccording to the last Census return even in Bengal where it is
supposed that High education has spread far more than in other parts of India, one man out
of 103 is able to sign his pame in English, That includes a boy who ever went to an
English school even for a few months, and also a girl who went to school for a fow montis 5
but still we sece that we have entered upona new erain the controversy. And we are
told tlat it is better for the country that the avea of High education should be narrowed.
That is something which is deliberately defended, is not apelogized for; it is not, something
of which Government is ashammed 5 it is sownetling which is defended and maintained as
absolutely just; it is considered very proper even to further restrict the spread of High
cducation. Tho Indian Universities Commizsion, in the concluding sentence of their report,
say,—“under the svstem we advecate, the expense of College education will in many ca<es
be increased, and it may be argued that the measures which we propose will have the
incidental effect of nurvowing the popular basis of higher education.  To this argumment we
reply that in all matters relating to the Ligher education efficiency must be the first and
paramount consideration, It 1s better for India that a comparatively small number of
young men should receive a sound liberal education than that a large number should be
passed through an inadequete conrse of instruction leading to a depreciated degree.”

As if almost every man in fifty were a graduoate ; as if almost every man in ten were a
college stwdent. What ave the faets? There are only 23,000 college students i all Briti<h India;g
that is, 1 in 11,000 is a college student and yot Government is alarmed at the indiserimi-
nate spread of High education (shame).  And vet Lovd Curzon spesks of High education
heing comparable not to a blank sheet but to a page seribbled over with all sorts of writings,
good, bad and indifferent; that is, the seribbling has produced the magnificent result of one
college student out of 11,000, What are we to think of a Government that is not azhamed
of putting such an interpretation over such a shametul and dizeraceful state of things?
Is there no public opinien not enly in India Lut all over the world? Are our rulers
not ashamed of using language like this to vs whon we complain of the inadeguate spread
of high education? In the face of facts and figuwres like those to which I have just
referred the theory propounded by the Indian Universities’ Commission is absolutely
false. Even if high education has spread far and wide, in what sense is it true that
it is hetter, as the Commission says that there should be a few graduates well educated
than there should be many ill educated? Now, why do we prize the eduecation? Do
we prize it from idle sentiments, or dees it confer any tangible results or material blessings?
If it confers these blessings either moral, sociul or spirituul —wlatever they muy  be,—it’ is
certainly well that a large multitude should share them.  Is it not better than that it should
be confined to a small number? Certainly it 1s Far more desivable than that it should be
limited to a few. Is it better that o few men should have a surfeit of luxery and millions
should starve, than that all should be moderately fed? Is it better that a few healthy stronys
giants should stride across the face of the country and others should be so many skele-
tons? Is it better that there should be a few saints in the country and the rest should
be blackguards, than that all men should be of fairly good character?

In what scnse is it true, then, that it is better to have a few graduates bhetter trained
than there should be a lurge number of inefficient graduates? We do not admiz that
proposition which is as rotten, as indefensible, and as unsound, perhaps, as any thu
¢ver was propounded by any sct of responsible men in the world. Gentlemen, what
are the number of gruduates that made it possible for tho Indian Universities Connnlssion
to bring forward such a theory as this? In 1902, the year in which the Commission
was appointed, the year which they spent over their deliberations, 487 took the B. A.
degree in Bengal, that 1s only one man out of 161,000—only one out of nearly 2 lakhs
u graduate!  And yet they think that it would be better that there should be a few
graduates well educated than there should be many who are not well odueated. Let
me take this opportunity of saying that with regrard to the status and the prestige of
the University, I deny absolutely that there is any conflict whatever between the exaction
of a high degree of proficieney from those who aspire to higher acndemical honours
and the wide diffusion of uscful knowledge in 2 way adupted to the capneity and
requirements of the average students. T deny that there is any contlict between the
lutter and the former.  Impose as high a standard of education as you like upon your
M. As., upon your B. As, with honours. Why should not the average B. A. be allowed
to come here under the sane casy conditions under which he is allowed {o come out of
any foreign University, may I ask? I say this that the average Indian graduate—it
i my firm belief—is not inferior to the average foreign graduate. The prestize of the
University will always depend on the intelloctual elite of the University and not on the
averago graduate, the graduate of average attainment, Therelore, to raise the -talus
of the University is to do everything in your power to enable men of high intellectual
powers to prosceute their studics in research in such a way that they may distinguish
themselves in the field of science and letters, and to grant your degree to the avirsge
graduate on reasonably easy conditions.  Yet, we have such a theory propounded by
“the Universities’ Commission,
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I next come to the point of officialising of the Universities. With remard te thic
point I will not say that thp Indian Gniversities were fdeal bodies. T witl say thix: that
there was absolutely nothing to make it absolutely necessary for the Government to
lower't-hc status of'the b‘cufntos, as it has been lowered, to “miake Fellowships tenable
only for five years instead of allowing them to remain for life, in this way, to deprive
educated classes of effcctive co-operation with the Government in furthering the cause
of education. T admit that state control is indispensible; but T deny that there was
not :@13undan1; state c_nntrol }mder the former system. Lord Curzom, in his speech to
the Du‘n_ctors to \}'1110!1 I just referred, complains, “it is very dithicult to carry out
substantial reform in higher education in India because of the suspicion that we encounter
amony the educated classes, thut we really desire to restrict their opportunity and in
some way or other to keep them down. There is of course no ground whatever for
suspigion.” Of course, none ; while the ranks of higher educational servico are closed
practically to our countrymen; while no Native now can cnter the ranks of the Indian
_Eh!ucutionnl Serviee, and while our science graduates are treated in a most shably manner,
it is claimed by Lord Curzon that he had sought to further the cause of the educational
reform, I thought that one of the means of promoting Scientific education was to offer
opportunities of higher appointments to onr science graduates. In Agriculture, we have
a Cawmnbridge gr:luluate in Geology and Botany holding a subordinate position in the
Pusa College, while o European drawing Rs. 300 as the Manager of an Indigo Concern
and quite innocent of education is now the head of the college drawing 4 times thoe
salary of that man (shame). In Chemistry, 2 Premm Chand student Das been denied
the opportunity of entering the Government service on reasonable terms, while a raw
graudate has been brought to fill @ place temporarily rendered vacant by the going homo
on furlough of a European. In Zoology what has Lord Curzen persomally done? The
Committee of the Zoological gardens recommended a Bengali for the Superintendent-
ship when the present incumbent retired, and it was Lord Curzon that did not allow that
recommendation to be sanctioned by the Government of India, That is the way in
which he has been acting as a roformer. With regard to the ethics of his enlightened
administration, there was never a finer preacher and a worse sinner, and yet he is one
of those who complains against the prejudice of the Indians. These are the broad facts;
and what we ask is that the expenditure on education should be adequate to the needs
of the country. As regards the adission into the various branches of the service thern
should be some tests, whatever they may be, either educational or of researches, carried
on or cfficiency in teaching or reputation established from the field of letters and
science ; some tests other than the test of race, That was the demand put forward by
our illustrious friend Mr. Ananda Mohan Bose in the Congress of 1896 in a speech of
unsurpassed eloquence.  That i the demand we put forward agnin. In plain language,
what we ask for is, are we not to shave in  the spiritual and iatellectual heritage of the
English race? We are denied admission into South African Republies; we are denied
admission into Awustralin. Ave we also to be denied admission into the Republic of
Letters? Are we not to be admitted frecly to the franchises of the citizenship of the
great Republic of Letters? And if I may feel drawn close to Englund it is not by men
like Lord Curzon and their reforms, but by the sobor imaginings and by the tragic
genins of  Shakespere, by the argument and voice of Blilton, by the noble patriotism
of Barl Chatham, by the humane wisdom of Burke, by the impassioned eloquence of
Charles James Fox, by the spirituality of Wordsworth, and by the infinite suggestions of
Shelley, and we demand in the name of humanity that we should he allowed to be drawn
closer and closer to England by the dissemination of light. With regard to secial reform
we have hitherto sincerely believed that the mission of England and India is that of tho
enlightened regencrator.  If ever there has been a wavering of faith it has been owing
to the doings of men like Lord Curzon. We claim, we demand, that we should be helped
to belicve that the British Grovernment in India is a wise and humane dispensation and
not a scourge for the punishment of the people for their former sins. That is all we
demand and ask for in this Resolution. The noblest service which one man can render
to another next to helping in the belicf in the Glory and Goodness of God is to unfold the
doors of the temple of culture to a man, and the cruellest wrong that one can do for another
is to withhold from him the boon of education which is a solace to him in the days of
sorrow, which is an augmentation in the days of joy, which is always a friend and com-
panion.  We demand that England shall not be deliberately gmilty of that crucl wrong.
With these words, I commend this Resolntion for your acceptance.

Mu. D. G. Pavura (Bombay)—>Mr. President, ladies and pentlemen, the first
paragraph of the Resolution which I have the honour to second draws particular attention
to this aspect of the edacational policy of the Government of India as it has now been
developed, namely, that it secks to officialize and to bring education as cm:\’]'wlvhlly as 1t
possibly could be under the control, 1]:111(‘1: the thumb of Government. J.h_o features,
man and distinet foatures. of the Universities’ Act are all, I suppose, familiar to most
of you;and I shall not enter into the several details thereof, of_ which the E.ull cffeet we
are now realising, when we are deliberating upon the new rules amd regualations t!lz_tt are
to be framed by the Universities. Into those details T will not take you: hat there is one
provision in the Universities’ Act which more than estullizhes the postition that the one
sinale aim  of that policy of which it is the embodiment is to completely bring all kind+
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of education into the clutches of Government; and that provision of the Universitics
At is this. There has been a Commission which has made recommendations, and in order
to enforce those recommendations which were again formulated according to certain pro-
posals that were passed ina sceret commission, there was a sceret coulntission by wlllich
was formulated tho recommendations of the Universities’ Commission. And then there
was this Act which creates special machinery for the purpose of giving cffect to theso
recommendations, That machinery the new Senates are azked to deliberato upon and
frame regulations and rules and submit them to Government. What are the provisions
of the Act? The Act says: “formulate all the proposals and send them to us and then
Government will make any changes they like”. They may hear you, listen to you as
humble petitioners and they will make any changes whatsover, and in the Government
(Fazette these rules and regulations will be published and they will be binding as laws.
That is, all the trouble taken by the Senator will be absolutely useless. That one pro-
vision practically makes almost every deliberation of the peoples’ representatives in the
Universities absolutely useless and nugatory. That is the feature of the Universities’ Act.
Under one of theso regulations, schools will be completely taken under the control of the
University, and the University practically means the Government. The policy of the
Universities’ Act in regard to the officiulising of the Senate is the erowning picce of a
policy that has been most systematically, insidiously and most thoroughly worked out under
the regime of the Viceroy who has gone away, and whose memory and name we will
have to remember long long with pain and sorrow. The policy is this. The empty power
and privilege of recognition of the school by Government is a power by which the Govern-
ment wants to put such a halter on Managers that practically their independence is se-
riously jeopardised. I know it. I belong to a recognised institution not recciving a single
farthing fram the Government, not caring for it; yet for that little honour, if honour it
can be called, for that little honour there was an eduneational officer come to pay a visit
to my institution, and after the whole inspection was over, in jest I smelt it, I knew what
was the meaning of it, some questions were asked which went to test my attitude as regards
the present agitation moving the hearts of the public. That is the Government policy and its
sum total and effect is this, that the Government aim in Primary schools, Secondary
schools and in colleges to lay down strict lines of policy which shall determine according
to the will of the Government, by whom boys shall be tuught, what they shall be taught
and what text-books shall be prescribed and rules framed, as to in what places they shall
live and how they shall study, what are the opinions of the teachers and what they are
going to do. In that way the entire scheme is to be completed; and all that the Govern-
ment want to do is said to be for the purpoese of, for the noble purpose of, higher education.
It is not, however, for that noble purpese whatever talk there may be. The aim is to
manufacture in India, to manufacture from colleges and schools, submissive slaves who
will be willing instruments in the hands of despots who live upon the people of this country
"That aim can never be defended whether from the educational point of view or from the
oint of view of stutesmanship. One of the highest educational authorities in England,
{r, Sadler, has very happily putit that the educational problem in every country and at
every time is but the cpitome of the national problem, namely, the problem of national
education must be solved according fo the circumstances and according to the condition
of each country, What are the conditions of the problems that are stirring the public
mind in India whether it be from the point of view of tho people or of the point of view
of the ruling race? Well, gentlemen, India is a poor country, and while the masses are
poor, no Government can consider itsclf to be safe and prosperous. We say the problem
is that the pcople are poor, the peoplo are illiterate and the people are themselves, from
their own point of view, wizhing to have some sort of advancement, moral and also in-
tellectual. ven our aspirations, as rogards representative Government, the aspiration
that we should be associated more and more in the administration of our country, these
aspirations are not entircly inconsisient with certain steps that have been taken by the
Government in the hours when generosity was in the ascendant.  They are often twitting
us that the masses or the classes do not much care or show much interest in local self-
government. They to a certuin extent eontribute or share some of the views in regard to
the higher aims of the Nationul Congress.  For the purpose of the people taking an
intelligent interest in local sclf-government in higher matters of polities, for the purpose
of people finding remedies for the poverty in which they are sunk, and there is one more
purpose, in which the Government is more specially interested, namely, for the purpose
creating in the Indian pullie, an intelligent and  well-informed loyalty that will be based
upen true, genuvine and intelligent appreciation of the Messings of the Dritish rule and
the prosperity and  good that is to resule to Englind and to India from the union of these
countries in order that the masses should appreciate these, what is necessary? It is that
cducation should spread wmong as large a proportion of the population as it possibly
could do, and that that education should he useful and practical and serve the IIPC(FS
of all classes of the community of which the entire nation is made up.  On that principle
the resolution says, let higher educution be reformed, and secondary edueation be reformed;
and for the musses particularly let there e a systein of technological schools and the
npex of it a first cluss technological collese. These” are the preblems of India, and for the
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mluf,lop of them the Gpvernment of Lord Curzon is going to have one rigid, narrow,
officialised and bureaucrat'lc systom, and by that system thoy intend to solve these probleme
(shame). T am sure this sort of policy of the Grovernment is never likely to succeed,
We know it for certain that the policy of government to separate the Bengali people
¢an never possibly succeed in the same way.  With equal assurance I do d:\‘('lnre it au
my conviction that the aim and policy of Government to take education completely into
their hands is a policy which in the very nature of things is impossible to succeed.” The
only result of the efforts of Government must be - ona that, the more the Government
set themselves against the opinions of the general public, the opinions of the literary
clgxssgs and the cultured classes and of those who can think for themselves, the maore
will it be permanently to alienate those people from Government, and the effect will bo
that the cause of education will slip away out of the hands of the (Government. Already
there areideas, I hope after the Congress is over it will be possible for our friends of Ainroati
to give us instances of which the result is the establishment of a school which secks to
serve the needs of India. There is the project in Bengal of a national university s the
meaning of all that is that if Government pursue this policy, education will go out of their
-hands and the educated classes will be permanently alicnated from them, aud when this
13 accomplished I may say that Lord Curzon and those who are of his mind will consider
that they committed a grievous mistake of which the result Lias been to take away from
them the sympathies of the natural leaders of the people.

Dr. NiLraTaN Sircar (Caleutta).—Gentlemen, I shall confine my remarks to the

subject of Industrial education. I think that is the most important subject at the present
moment. The general policy of Technical education that has been found successful in
countries like Japan, America and Germaay, if adapted to India, may be laid down as
follows:—First, of course, there should be a system of Primary education in which tho
receptivity of the masses should be stimulated by a better sort of training, and this is dono
in other countrics by adopting a system of every-day science teaching, as they eall it, or by
teaching with object lessons. Then, after such Primary cducation, thoy should be trained
in the improved methods of Industrial education, and also to the improved results that
follow the adoption of these improved methods either in agricultural or industrial pursuits,
As regards Secondary education, onr young men, a large number of our young men, should
be trained in industrial and scientific subjects so as to enable them to carry on their work
intelligently and on a scientific basis. As regards High education, I think there should be
a technological department in all our universities so a3 to create a body of research workers
amongst ourselves. What I mean simply is this, that Technical education should be given
in three different grades of Primary, Secondary and Higher grades. Now lct us sce how
far the work has been done by Government. Lord Curzon, while congratulating himself
on his own performances at that meeting of the Directors of Public Instruction, was
compelled to admit that up to this time the Govermment had given Technical education
only in some Engineering colleges and schools ; for instance, in Sibpur, Rurkee, Poona and
Bombay; in two agricultural institutions and in a third ugricultural institution which has
been opened just now at Pusa; then in soven Schools of Art and then in one’ Government
Commercial school in Caleutta which has just been opened and four other Commercial
schools which have been opened by private enterprise in Bombay and eother places; and
123 Industrial schools most of it do not deserve the name, That is the sum total of
educational institutions for imparting Technical education in the whole of India, Now it
must be admitted that this state of things is extremely uns:ntist'uctory for the Governmeont,
and it is equally unsatisfactory for all of us. As regards the agricultural institutions, wo
have reason to admit that the Government is a little earnest because the development of
the agricultaral department woald lead to greater production of raw products in this
country. And our rulers are primarily interested in the raw products of this country. As
regards industrial institutions, a commission was appoeinted in the year 1802, and the Com-
mission came forward with a report in 1903. In that report there are a body of recom-
mendations amongst which may be mentioned one most important, and thatis the recom-
mendation for an Industrial Survey of India. There is another recommendation for
opening U institutes, industrial institutes, in different parts of India; and a t}:ird one for
holding research in certain industrial products at an expenditure of Rs. 2,500 a year.
I may mention that the expenditure under the head of opening industrial institates did not
oxceed Rs. 3,30,000 and an annual grant of Rs. 1,87,000 . The Committee also recom-
mends the carrying out of Industrial education on certain lines. All this appears to us
mere patch-work, and this sort of pateh-work will never do to solve the Industrial educa-
tional problem of this country. What we advise and insist upon is this, that after an in-
dustrial survey, and after getting a clear idea of economic products of tlus‘ country, \\:hnt
we should try to do is to convert, as much as possible, o_E thmq economic products into
manufactured products through the agency of our own men, if possible, with the help of our
own capital. Capital permitting, we should try to convert all these eeonomic products as
much as possible into manufactured products, How is this poxsible under the scheme
adopted by the Government of India? It appears in this matter, as in many other matters,
we cannot depand on the Government at all;but shall have to depend upon ourselves.  If we
depend upon the Government we shall have to be satisfied with ‘a good programme so fur a9
Acricaltural education is concerned, but as for industrial develupment of the country and
Industrial education of our young men the case is hopeless.
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Mu. M. K. Parevr (Bombay).—Gentlemen, T must confess in the very commence-
ment that I am in a somewhat ditlicult position. I am not ashamed to confess to you,
gentlemen, that I have the inveterate habit of speaking at considerable length whenever I
am on my legs, and my previous experience of my Congress speeches warns me that I
should pull myself up a bit whenever I am tempted to enlarge upon my theme. T have
been particularly warned by some of my candid friends not to be very engthy. I have
resolved once at least in my life to bow to the advise of my friends and act up to that.
The third part of the resolution which is now before the Congress relates to the introduc-
tion of a regular system of Technical education in India, That is the one point alone on
which I should like to speak a few words. The policy of the Government of India with
regard to the Industriu% and Technical education in India I would deseribe in a few words.
It is said that the art of printing was once explained to a savage king. The savage king
after a little pause said, * this is a magnificent conception, but I cannot introduce the art
of printing in my country because it would make knowledge equal, and I should fail.
How am I to govern my country except by being wiser than my people?” This is exact!
the policy, gentleman, that the Government of India has adopted (cheers and lﬂughterg
with reference to India in the matter of Industrial and Technical education, They like to
be ‘wiser than the people in India, otherwise they think they would not be able to govern
India. Human nature is essentially selfish, gentlemen, and if they were-to teach you in-
dustrics they think they would Joose a little of their bread and butter. Therefore, they
are very careful to make promises for the introduction of industrial and technical instruc-
tion in India. But these lfurmnises are either not entirely fulfilled or something is done
which is merely an apology for doing nothing. Take one instance. In 1888, a very good
resolution was issued by the Government of India, the resolution with regard to Technieal
and Industrial education. So many years have passed away since that time and nothing,
or almost next to nothing, has been done by the Government in that matter. So, my
brethren, you may be sure if you rely simply on the Government of India to help yon in
the matter of industrial regeneration of this country you will be sadly disappeinted. What,
therefore, remains for the people of India to do is to rely upon themsclves and to put their
shoulders to the wheel. {\'e are very glad to see that the great Swadeshi movement which
was commenced, as we were told by several speakers, about 20 or 30 years ago in India,
is just now receiving a very great and extraordinary impetus in Iengal, thanks to the
Government of Lord Curzon for that. That Swadeshi movement is a very hopeful sign
of the times. This movement ought to be carried on by the people of India with all the
vigour possible in their power (hear, hear). Gentlemen, I am not unaware of the faet
that there are numbers of our own countrymen who laugh at the whole idea of Swadesism
(shame). They say that you could not do anything, I do admit that there are tremen-
dous difficulties in the way ; but nothing that is worth obtaining in this werld is casy. There
must be difficulties, and to say that because there are dificulties, that we should not make
a beginning is to say something which is exceedingly stupid. That is my only answer to
those who laugh at the idea of the Swadeshi movement. If you cast your eye around
you, what do you find at the present moment? You find that there has been the greatest
strife among rival European nations for the markets of the world. The question which
agitates the civilised world at present is how to capture the forcign markets for Home
munufactures. That is the question of questions. Upon that question depends also the
-solution of our problems. It is rather de[ﬁorable that until recently we, the Natives of
India, were very indifferent to the question of industries. We stood with folded hands
looking at European nations, trying to eapture foreign markets for their home manufac-
tures. We did nothing as though we were quite unconcerned with the question, as though
our interests were not at stake, as though our very existence did not depend on this ques-
tion. Thanks to Lord Curzon, the people of India have now at length awakened from
their sleep of ages. They have at length awakened to the consciousness that unless they
put their shoulders to the wheel, unless they regenerate their industries they would not
be able to hold their own among the various races of the world (the President here sounded
the gong). The bell has already gone. I must cut short my remarks. One minute more
is allowed to me. I will take advantage of it. Gentlemen, there are in India some Indians
who can speak the English language very well; there are in India some Indian gentlemen
who, I dare say, can speak the English langnage even better than some members of the
British House of Commons, men like Surendranath Banerji, men like the Hon’ble
Gokhale.  There are Indians who can turn out very able disquisitions upon history and
-philosophy, but, gentlemen, there are but a few Indians who know anything about the vast
natural resources of the country, and tothese people India should turn her attention (cheers).

Bau Ramaxanva Csearersn (Allahabad)—Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen,
though according my whole-hearted support to the entire resolution, I shall confine my re-
marks to that portion of it which deals with Primary education. '

The light of knowledge is as much the birth-right of every man as the light of our
eves; nay more,—Ftor the physically blind are also entitled to the privilege of education.
Therefore, to deprive people of education is to witheld From them their birth-right. But to
many thi# will appear a rather theoretical grievance so I come to matters mwre practical,
things that ere terrible in their reality,—I mean famine and plague.
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I will not here refer to what our land revenue laws and i ;

do with the frequeny occurrence of famine. In spite of these las\iitlrfnr::]]:tczgpg:t:l?;i]:i:‘(:rfz?
vent famine by the improvement of agricultural methods and the revival of old antl‘in}troﬁ
duction of new industries. In order that our agriculturists may adopt improved methods
they first requiro to be roused from their lethargy ; they must be made to sco what other
nations are doing in this field of human sctivity’; they “must be made to feel their own
backward condition, Itis only education that can accomplish this result, If they be
roused from their lethargy, if their ignorance be dispelled, they can then take advantage of
improved methods. The Government of India opened an agricultural departmerrt in
1870, with a view to carrying on agricultural experiments and to the dissemination of
useful agricultural information. But this department has not been 2s useful as it otherwise
might have been on account of the ignorance of the agricultural classes.

In India the importance of agriculture cannot be overrated, s the bulk of the people
are directly dependent on agriculture. It is true that the pressure on land, consequent on
the decay and disappearance of most indigenous industries, must be relieved by means of
anindustrial awakening, but two of the largest of our industries are themselves dependent
on agriculture for the squly of raw material, namely, the cotton and sugar industries. In
fact, if we examine the list” of imported foreign goods, we shall find that the cotton and
sugar occupy the first and second places in the list of foreign imports.

The value of improved scilutic methods can be best illustrated from the history of the
sugar industry. The manufacture of cane sugar is of immemorial antiquity in India. But
it was only'in 1760 that the Berlin Apothecary Margraf obtained in his laboratory by
means of alchohal 62 per cent. of sugar froma white variety and 4'5 per cent. from a red
variety of beet sugar, Yet at present in Germany 12:79 per cent. of sugar is obtained from
116 in France and 155 in Great Britain, The percentage of sugar that can bo ebtained
from cane is 18. Moreover, beet sugar costs one penny per lb., te produce cane sugar a
little less. In spite of the drawback in the case of the beet when as in 1840 of the quanti-
ties of sugar dealt with the sugar trade of the world, excluding India 4:35 was beet sugar; -
in 1301 the proportion of beet sugar was 67-61 per cent. Such is the power of knowledge
and enterprise.

But however much we may improve our agriculture in ordor to make India prosper-
ous, a much larger number og men than at present must be supported by various other
industries. . But here also our people require rousing, and education alene can rouse them
from their state of apathy and indifference. The dependence of the national economic
development on popular education has been stated thus by Professor Jews of Berlin in an
essay on popular education.

On National Economical Development.

“(feneral edncation i3 the foundation and necessary antecedent of increased economic
activity in all branches of National production, in agriculture, small industries, manufacture
and commerce.”

But here the objection may be brought forward that certain social practices and
customs of the people of India, certain defects in their national character and some of their
religious beliefs, are responsible for India’s poverty. The ohjector may in this connection
refer to early and improvident marriages, extravagance on the occasion of the marriages
and funerals, the fatalism of the people of India, the absence among them of mutual con-
fidence, and of the power of combination and eo-operation, making it difficult to promote
joint stock concerns, the absence of punctuality and honesty among artisans and handi-
craftsmen, and of a sense of duty among labourers (which increases the expense of
supervision). We may at once concede to the objector that there is much truth in what
he says. But we may remind him that popular education is a most potent means of cffect-
ing reform in the social customs and religious beliefs of the people, and of improving the
national character. Nor need the orthodox party fight shy of popular education. For if
they be ri%t, education may be as effective a weapon in their hands as in those of the
reformers. Reformers and orthodox persons can all appeal to a wider public by means of the
printed page than by any other means, and the appeal of the printed pago is more lasting
than any other that we can think of. .

The ravages of plague are due to the poverty of the people and their ignorance of
sanitary laws. Popular education is, therefore, likely to be as powerful in stamping out
plague as in the prevention of famines. . )

We have briefly shown above the bearing of popular education on the material and
moral prosperity of India. Our political salvation depends no less on Mass education.

It depends on every Indianm, irrespective of age, race, creed, caste or sex, having an
intense feeling of patriotism. No Government, however despotic or bureaucratic, can
long resist the force of an enlightened and unanimous public opinion. But the growth
of such opinion depends on universal education. At present the masses are too much
steeped in poverty and ignorance to understand or think of their rights, or of the weltare
of their country. But that even in their present backward condition they are capable of
patriotic efforts and sacrifices, is shown by their splendid hehaviour 1n conuection with the
present Swadeshi and boycott movement in Bengal.
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Nor need the Government be afraid of Mass education. For thongh the direct Lene-
fits of education are moral, its indirect results being convertible inte s, ans. and pies, all
educational expenditure is in the long run remunerative and protective. Government can
obtain more revenue from an educated, and, therefore, prosperous people, than from an
ignorant and poverty-stricken community. IEducation will also lead to an improved and
less costly administrative machinery. A great deal of oppression is due to the ignorance
of the masses. Reforms in administrative departments may polish the surface, but the real
evil will lurk beneath and will never be eradicated until the people come to know their
rights and are able to resist the petty oppression of subordinates. Popular education
will also in fact improve the character and capacity of the servants of the State. The
spread of education among all classes of people would help in the isolation and stamping
out of many an epidemie, and the prevention of many a serious riot. That Primary educa-
tion leads to a decrease in erime is manifest from the following figures:—

In 1892, the number of persons convicted of crime in Great Britain was 12,581 ; but in
1901, in spite of an increase in population, only 11,924 were convicted. In London, the
proportion of felonies per 1,000 was 3-303 in 1892, decreasing to 2610 in 1901, though
in the course of these ¥ years the population of London had greatly increased.

If the people of India were universally and properly educated, they would be more
prosperous, stronger, freer and, therefore, more contented. A contented people being the
best safeguard against internal commotion and foreign invasion, Government could then
very materially diminish military expenditure,

Short-sighted Englishmen think that an ignorant India is easier to occupy permanent-
Iy than an enlightened India. But it is a mistake to think so. The mutineers of 1857 were
not educated men. Bat supposing that view were correct, shonld Englishmen forget that
the slave-driver becomes Eimselt‘ a slave, and that despotism injures the despot at least as
much as its subjects? The degarding influence of Lackward subject races on the govern-
ing race meed not be pointed out to those who are acquainted with the history of Imperial
RRome during the days of her decline,

Let us now see whether our Grovernment is doing its duty by the people. That it has
not been doing its duty is evident from the following facts:—The percentage of illiterates
in India is approximately 95. There are in India altogether 54 lakhs of villages. Four-fifths
of these villages are without a school, although the inhabitants of these villages pay cesses
and taxes as much as other people. The following table is also instructive. :

The figures are taken fromn reports of TUnited States Commission of Education and

relate to Primary education alone :—

LPrimary Education figures for 1897, 1898, 1899 or 1900 as available.

Ratio of educated Expenditure per head
to population. of population.

. £ s d
Switzerland ... e e 207 0 835
England and Wales ... v 177 0 5 0
Japan e T8 0 01
U.8. A, e 209 411 @

Russia e ‘e e 3 0 0 8
Egypt e e 217 Not available,
India .. . 14 0-33d. or ncarly 10 pies.

It is no doubt true that India is poorer than Europe or America; but without
stopping to enquire whose fault it is that India is poorer, in spite of her fertile soil and
abundant mineral resources, may we ask why India should have proportionately a lesser
number of pupils at school than even Egypt? Then, also, it must be borne in mind that
as on the one hand India is poor, her school-masters also require to be paid less than in
other and richer countries.

Anglo-Indians frequently preach to us virtues of seclf-respect, education and self-
reliance. They say we ought not like Leggers to clamour for free or an almost free educa-
tion. We would remind them that even it the Government gave us free education, which
it does not, as we pay more than 50 per cent. of the total educational expenditure ourselves,
the expenditure would be met from our money, not from the paternal estates of Englishmen.
But we say that there is absolutely no question of loss of self-respect involved in free edu-
cation, The principle of compulsory free education is accepted in many of the districtsand
most civilized countries in the world,

I will refer here to one of these countries, namely, the U.. S. A, I will read a few
hrief extracts from the report of the Mosely Educational Commission to that most pros~
perous and enlightened country.
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Now, gentlemen and ladies, if free school education had a ten stroy
self-respect, would such a._lih_ort{-loving and enlightened }I::eol?leto atjor}fgx:?l:llcl::ﬂ;\)L\I:?p;:(l\::;
so fond of it? T say if it had that degarding tendency, would tho sons of the highest
citizens of that land have availed themsclves of it ? Noj; this ery has been raised simpl’} to
boodwink us. But the subterfuge is too plain to deceive any intelligent person.

Qur demand is oxtremely moderate. We want that o beginning should be made
that the first steps leading ultimately to compulsory free education ﬁmy be taken.  We also
ask that education should be made an imperial charge. It is at present a pravincial charge
and Provincial Governments have given it over to local bodies whose resources are fived
and limited. .

But because Government does not do its duty we should not be unmindful of our
own. Let bands of young meh become devoted educational missionaries teaching the peoplo
by means of books, evening classes and lectures, magic lantern lessons, Kathakatas
(yatras) and the various other means of popular education; thus trying to imitate tho
glorious example of the President of the twenty-first Indian National Congress in the
carlier portion of his noble career (cheers).

Mr. Naresacra¥pRA SeN (Culeutta).~Mr. President, tine is far advanced and T must
be brief. I am glad, however, that on the particular subject on which I wish to speak
$0 much has been said by Professors Heramba Chandra Mitra and Chatterjee. T shall speak
a few words on Primary education. The Government policy on the subject is quite clear
to you by this time, Well, the Government has very lately recognised the great impor-
tance of Primary education, and has made a grant I believe of thirty-five lukhs of rupees
per annum. This is a step in the right direction. I am suro that none of you are going
to take it as a complete solution of the problem. Gentlemen, I shall put the case before
{‘ou in one light. I shall ask who are the classes of people that attend the Primary schools.

he Government rccords show nothing on that point, but from my personal experience in
connection with Mass education in my part of the Province I come to think that it is the
poorer men of those classes, who disdain manual labour, that largely avail themselves of
these Primary schools, while the great mass of the agricultural and labouring classes aro
altogether unsophisticated by, what one of them called, black letters, I am sure that Mass
education could not progress adequately without Free education. The mass of the peopln
in this country are abjectly poor and cannot afford to spend much on education. I myself
have taken o very insignificant part in imparting some education to these voiceless millions.
I know fhat they cannot afford to pay for their education, but they are glad to avail them-
selves of education if it is given free (cheers).  Well, gentlemen, under tho circumstances
of the case, free education is rather a large order to make on paper. It appears that in
Bengal out of the seven lakhs of rupees spent on Primary education altogether I mean the
direct expenditure, no less than three lakhs and thirty-five thousand is obtained from tha
fees paid by the people; and in Upper Primary education, out of twenty-cight lakhs of
direct expenditure, no less than sixteen lakhs is obtained from fees. Under these cireum-
stances, ib seems a very large order to make, but much depends upon ourselves. In prae-
tice, I can assure you, that I have found that Free Primary education is not very difticult of
accomplishment, as it would scem. But woe could possibly organiso a lacal endeavonr and
a local enterprise in such a manner as to give Freo education with very little external aid.
(ientlemen, time is very short, and I shall conclude with an appeal to you to be truc to the
principles which the resolution enforces upon you, true to the prmmqle that you owe a
great deal to the muto suffering millions, and I ask you to resolve that whether Govern-
ment does anything or not you shall not fail to contribute your humble mite to wgive voico
to the voiceYess millions (cheers). Much ecan be donc by individual cfforts in your vil-
lages possibly, and I hope that much will be done.

TYle resolution was put and carried unanimously.

FAMINE, POVERTY, ECONOMIC INQUIRY AND LANDREVENTUE.

Mn. B. G. TiLaR (Poona), who was received with an ovation, said:—Mr. President
and brother-delegates, the resolution that has been put into my hands refers to three
subjects—famine, poverty and land revenue. Well, to speak upon o resolution like that
I think, the time, even supposing that the President is kind enough to Oxt‘ond the usual
period, is too short, and certuinly Iam mnot going to detain you long. The first thing
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is that the subject has already heen threshed out by abler hands,  Asregards the pov-
erty of Indin you have Mr. Digby's boek, and as regards land revenue you have the
open letters of Mr. Dutt to Lord Curzon. Those have been replied to hy the Govern-
ment resolution issued by Lord Curzon in 1902, On that resolution you have an
expression of opinion so far as Bombay and Madras are concerned from my friends the
Hon'bles Mr. Ithare and Mr. G. Subvamanya Aiyar. That is the literature on the
subject. It would certainly be a waste of time to quote ﬁglll'(‘?‘ from these books and
attempt to prove here what has been already proved that Il}dm is poor, or that land
revenue i3 excessive. I am not goiug to do it But T am going to explain to you the
general position so far as this question is coucurm_‘ll. What is the bone of contention?
We have all heard of the Swadeshi movement going on all over the country.  Anglo-
Indian officials are climing that they are Swadeshi in this land. 8o there are others,
expeeially famine and plague, they are claiming that they are Swadeshis (l:mghtor).
They want to make India their home; they want to be claimed amongst you as Swadeshis,
and” we are trving to boycott them. Now this movement of boycott against famine,
plagne and po\v-crt_\,', how is that to be carried on ? That is the question, and the answer
to that question is given in this resolution.  That is how I look nponit. There ave
two sides to it.  The Government of India says, “we are not responsible for the poverty
of the country, we are not responsible for the oecurrence of famine; if God does not
cend rain;” the Government of India say “we cannot help it.  If plague sproads out
in spite of the preventive measures adopted by Government the Government js help-
less. So with poverty, famine atdd plagne.  We have given you peace, we have given
you railways, what more do you want? We are certainly not responsible for the
calamity.” ~ That is ene side of tho question. There is another side of the question.
What we maintain is that it is the duty of Government to introduce such a system
of adminiztration as would bring prosperity to the comntry,  What we say is that it
is not for the people to take any administrative measures to improve the general con-
dition of the whole country; it is the duty of the Government and not of the people.
IF Government exists it is not merely for sccuring peace but for securing prosperity
to the land. Finincial questions, cconomic questions are not to be dealt with by indi-
viduals, If they are to be dealt with by individulas, what does the Government exist
tor? If we get rain every wear, if there is no plague in the country, no diseases, why
Iam sure we we can well dispense not only with Govermuent but also with medical
practitioners (laughter).  The thing is that it is a clear duty of Government not to grun-
Lle at the conditions, they mayv he climatic or they may be economie, but to find out
remedies, so that the whole of the country may enjoy prosperity.  That is what the
Governinent has to do.  Take the case of England.  The soil of England does not pro-
duce food cnough for the population for three or four months in the year.  IF the Eng-
lish Government were to say “we cannot help, the soil is not productive, it only produces
food for forr months, vou ought to go withont food for eight months,” what will people
in England zay?  They will certuinly go against the Government of England, and will
ask the Ministry to resign.  “If you cannot give food for twelve months you hud better
resign, and we shall have another ministry and another Parliament.”  That is what
they will say. Something like that iz a question here also.  We have a quarrel with
the Government of India and that quarrel is: it there is inequality of rain the Govern-
ment of India onght to adopt some means by which the cffeet of inequality may bo
neutralised.  If the rainfall is unequal, some means must be devised by which the
supply of water may be regulated such as by irrigation and by others. If the wealth
that is produced in the country does mot remain but is drained away, it is the duty of
the Government of India to take steps by which that weulth may not be drained (cheers).
If. as T said, there is plague in the country, and if itis clearly shown that it is due to
poverty and starvation, it is the duty of the Government not to adopt repressive measures
but to remove poverty and starvation so that we may be hetter able to combat plague.
Thesze aro the duties of the Government of India, and they have been neglecting thoso
duties, and our contention is that the Government of India should be foreed to do its
duty. I may plainly tell you that it ix not sedition to force the Government to do it.
It is sedition to subvert it (cheers).  We are asking the Government to do a thing
which it is in duty bound to do, and which it is its function to do. We are asking the
Government of Indin to take mensures which will sceure prosperity to this Iand. The
whole question was placed hefore Tord Curzon by several able men, and how did he
deal with the situation 7 e took no steps to stop the drain.  He took no steps to
revive the industries, and the only step that he took was to aliot more money for
irrigation, and you may perhaps ask me to thank him for it. T do not.  Of course I
must give my reasons for it And the reason is this: all Indians are willing to work
trom morning till evening, for 12 or even 24 hours in a day. Even if you do that, we
cannot get sufficient food to maintain oursclves, to keep body and soul together. Tt is
clearly the duty of Lerd Curzon to stop the drain, and also ta revive the industries which
have heen killed by  forcign  competition.  He did not do it. He only took wp
the question of agriculiural improvement, and allolted more money for irrigation.  To
keep the drin open amd ab the sume time to “allot wore money for agricultural improves
ments amounts, in my opinion, to this: thai Lord Curzen wants the bleeding to be kept
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up, and a 11‘“10 tonie o be given vou, so that you may he bled the more, move for Englind
and more for Manchester. That is the situation. Spending more money on irrigation
and keeping up the wounds and at the same time allowing the drain to go on simply
means that Im' is ndtm'mst(-riug a tonic inorder that his countrymen may the more hene-
fit hy‘ the drain that is already established.  That is the renson why I camot thank
Lord Curzon. It was he who said, I think, when the Panjab Alienation Bill was beloro
the Council, that the Government mills grind slowly but grind very small. The wl-
ministrative measures or the econumic policy introduced by the Govermunent of [ndia
hundreds of years ago have killed our industries, and that shows how the Government mitl
works.  You don’t feel the working, but ina hundred years the vesalt is that the whele
of the industry of weaving und other industries of the conntry are all swept away.,  We
have been made an agricultural country.  India was certainly not a purcly agricultural
country. The cloth that you get from Manchester was all manufactured here a hundred
years ago; not only we manutuctured it but we exported it to other countrivs,  Now
what is the cconomic condition?  All those industries are destroyed.  The land is our
only resource, and the profits on the lund are taken away by Government in such a way
that oven that industry 1s not prosperens. The demand is increasing every vear at every
revisional survey, and the reasons given for it are that there are more railways to tuke
away the produce to England, and there are wmore railwavs and rowls and so many
channels to take away your wealth out of the country. That is heeause you have so
many channels to send away the produce. Prices are rising. and vou are to pay more
to Government.  That is the thing which is actually advoeated hy Govermment, not only
advocated by Government but by sympathisers and supporters of Government, That
state of things cannot last long. Tt is impossible in the nature of things that India can
be drained away in this way. It cannot last long, and the resolution which I have to
propose asks Govermment to institute an economic enguiry into every village. Of
course our facts and figures are hefore Government.  We ask the Government either
to contradict them or to take them as true. If the Government are not doing it let them
have an enquiry of their own, and let them say whether our facts and figures are correct,
and if they are correct the measures that we suggest ought to be alopted.  That is what
the resolution says. The State demand on land is growing, industries are killed and
the little that is done by Lord Curzon for irrigation would not meet the situation, amd
in fact cannot cure the disease. With theso words I will read to you the resolution
which I hope you will pass unanimously. The resolution runs as follows:—

“ That this Congress deplores fresh out-hreak of famine in severul parts of the country,
and holding that the Frequent occurrences of famines are due to the great poverty of the
people, which forees lurge numbers of them to throw themselves on State help at the first
touch of scarcity, it agamn urges the Government of India and the Sccretary of State to
instituto a detailed inquiry inte the economic condition of & fow typical villages in difterent
yards of Indiu.

“(h) (1) This Congress is of opinion that the property of an agricultural country
like India cannot he secured without a definite limitation of the State de-
mand on land, such as was proposed by Lord Canning in 15862, by Lord
Ripon in 1882,

“(2) Tt regrots that Lord Curzon, in his Land Resolution of 1902, failed to recog-
nixe anv such limitation, and declined to aceept the suggestions of the
Rigrht How'ble Sir Richard Garth and other memorialists.

« (3) Tt holds that a reasonable and definite restriction of the State-demand, and
not the restriction on tenants’ rights, such as has found favour in recent
vears, is the true remedy tor the growing impoverishment of the agri-
cultural population. ™

Paxpir Goraray Natu (Lucknow).—Mr. President, hrnthor—‘flvlvg:'m-s, ladies aml gen-
tlemen, the resolution which has been just now proposed by Mr. Tilak is ono which really
affects the masses of the country.  We all know that the chief industry, the chief occupa-
tion which is left to the people of our country, is agriculture, and unless we ask the Gov-
crnuient to limit its demand, to fix some proportion of the revenue, the comlition of the
masses cannot possibly be improved.  Gentlemen, we are extremely thankful to our ex-
President and friend, Mr. R. C. Dutt, who hus brought forward tlhis yuestion of Govern-
ment revenue into the forefront of the Congress programme. Now, gr‘ntlmm-n, I take
the state of the United Provinces as the dutw upon which we suy how the Government car-
ried on its revenue policy, With regard to‘ilw United Provinees, we find that if t-]llf' gross
rental is Rs. 100 upon a certain estate, we find that althongh the Government says t]li.lt. it
tukes only fifty per cent. as its revenue yet that is not all.  We have got sixteen per (,'!'lit.
as cesses, which, heing worked out on the annual value of the estate, works out at cight
per cent.  Beyond that I-ave seen from the report of the Court of Wards adponistration
of the United Provinees that with the hest possible management you must alwavs lave
at Teast five per cent. to realise the aseets in o pul-tlcul_nr estate.  Then we mu.-ar”h:nul l-[,‘]'ll
per cent. to defray the cost of collection,  Then in every estate, however well managed
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it may e, we have also got to meet some costs in litigation expenses; we I_l:we to Institute
suits for the realization of arvears, and we lmvn‘to spend money in ejecting tenants, It
hus been put down even by the ourt of Wards at five per cent. If T put down two per
cont. for various miscellancous items, that brings the total expenditure to cighty per cent.,
which leaves only twenty per cent. in our hands.  1f that is the state in the United Pro-
vincess, what will bo ‘the state in the Central Provinces and o‘thor places where the
Government revenue has been fixed at sixty or seventy per (_:ont. Gentlemen, 1 say we
are now certainly putting a very rcasonable demund before Government.  Now  the
Government must Bx a reasonable portion, it must limit its demand, and if the Govern.
ment does not do so then certainly the condition of the masses of the country eannot he
improved. The Government says, and the same is approved by Lord Curzon’s resolution,
that the state of the tenontry should_be imprm:cd._ Bu§ can _thc state of the temantry
be improved if the Government itself is not going to limit its demand, so far as the
romindars are concerned. You have seen now, and you must have read it in the Land
Revenue system which has been publizhed by the various ofticers of Gm'er_n!nent——thoy say
that the permanent settlement of Bengal isa benign mistake of the British Government.
Gentlemen, if that is a benign mistake I must say it is a mistake to say thatitis a benign
mistake. It is really a solid rock wpon which the foundution of British Government
rests (cheers). It will have been a very blessed day for the wln:l_o of India if the Govern-
ment do give permanent settlement to the whole country. With these words I commend
the resolution to your acceptance (cheers).

Mr. N. K. Ravaswamr Arvar (Zunjore).—I concur fully
AR, MoNsii SANKTA Prasap (Berares), next addressed the meeting in Urdu.

Mg. Raymuuvs Durr CraowbpHRr ( Lakore)—Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, T will
confine my remarks to the Punjab alone. By so doing I do not mean to assert any
individunality of our own. We are a part of the same organizm, the same undivided
indivisible, onc-united India (cheers), our dear Aryavartha. We are with aims, mighty
aims. like the Maharashtra and the Punjab, with the head like Bengal, with the heart like
the United Provinces;we are one people (cheers). Qur sentiments and views of the
sitnation have been so ably, so fully and so cloquently expressed by our leader and brother,
by Mr. Lala Rajput Rai (cheers). The strong and sennd common sense of the Punjab
has well understood and realised the causes of our poverty and famine. Qur brother, Mr.
Lala Harkishan Lal, with a horde of friends, has thrown himself heart and soul into the
work of material reformation, He is trving hanking, manufacturing and various other
lines to which he can lay his hands.  We know that the causes are simple, Our industry
locally has Dbeen ruined and land revenue with repeated and periodical settlements is
being increased time after time. Perhaps in Bengal there is no idea of what a periodical
settlement means. 1 assure you, gentiemen, that the peasantry of Punjab suffers by sct-
tlement rore materially, and has greater humiltation to undergo than the Princes at the
Delhi Durbar by the visit of the Viceroy. DBut we, in fact, for ourselves, need no com-
mission of enquiry. As Mr. Tiluk said, we want the Government to re-assure itself that
there are other causes than those which we have been placing before it time after time, We
have found that the Swadeshi movement is the one and the only regenerator of our Province
and perhaps of India. It makes us feel that the whole of India is one. Things manu-
factured in Bombay, Bengal and Madras, or in any part of India, are mine. It is ereating
a sentimental unity which no other movement ever ereated. DBut we want to go on with
this question from purely industrial and purely economic views, The peasantry, I mean
the small landlords of Punjab, who are peasants themselves, yvield to none in hard work,
in intelligence and in economy, and are perhups most loyal of all peasants, and yet these
labourers live on janus grain in the Lest of their duys when the crops are Zucha ; but the
moment they are ripe the Goverment on the one side and the sowear on the other take
away all the grains. The result is that if you take 500 juts of fifty-five ycars of age, or
500 of forty-five years of age, or 500 of ten, you will find not a degenevation in the
general body but in the bone and the musele. In fact the sight is simply unbearable.
The lion of the Punjab is being reduced simply into a tiger-cot. I fear that Government
does not understand the situation. These jats who have been supporting the honour of
India and maintaing the honour of DBritain, are being really reduced into poor, weak
cowards. Therefore, I say, gentlemen, that it is to the best interests of Government that
the peasant landlord of the Punjab should be supported and relieved of the enhanced taxes
which are periodically placed on his shoulders.  Gentlemen, I may tell you that with the
mightiest rivers of the world, not five hut six, with all erops and cotton, jats can hardly
afford to cover their shame. They come as the shadow follows the position of the master, in
fuct one can say that life to them is not for living but for dying. Gentlemen, I have a
hint from the President to stop, and, therefore, with these remarks, I beg to support the
resolution (cheers).

Mg. K, N, DrsuyMvH (Nagpur).—DMr. President and gentlemen, the question of all
questions that affeets the agricultural masses is the yuestion of the Land Revenue poliey.
Under the generons influences of Lord (anning the wise policy was to promote the
growth of substantial and influential classes of landhelders who would be the nataral
leaders of the people and the loyal supporters of the Crown. To accomplish this nolle
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ideal, (1) the assessment was made light, (2) the term of settlement was made long,
(3) in more advanced provinces the permanent settlement was granted, and in others it
was solemnly and openly promised on fulfillment of certain conditions. At the
recent sottlement the policy was changed. There came a fatal reversal of the policy.
The central idea running throngh the new policy was (1) to bring in largest profits
to the Government and subordinate all other considerations of high stutosmnns’l-iip; henca
the. term of settlement was reduced ; (2) assessment was made high and half asscts rule
deliberately violated ; (3) the question of permanent settlement became an impossibility.

_ Do you know, gentlemen who were the suthors of this new policy, the wmischiovous
policy, the dangerous policy ? They were Sir A. Mackenzie, then the Chief Commissioner
of our Provinee, and Mr. Fuller, then the Revenue Sceretary. DBoth of these gentlemen
are well known to my Bengali friends, the one for giving a death blow to the loeal self-
government and the other for his repressive measures and Russian methoils for putting
down the Swadeshi movement. The inevitable results of the short term of the settlement
are that there is no inducemecut for the people to invest their capital or put forth their
strength for improvement of their lands, The disastrous effects of the heavy assessment
aro (1) that tho tenants are often hopelessly left in arrears of rent and the landlord is
obliged to pay up the land revenue regularly on days fixed. To do s0, he has to (1) post-
};one the marriages of his grown up daughters, (2) neglect even the primary education of

is children, (3) mortgage lus state, (4) sell his ornaments, even plough cattle, (5) last, but
not the least, in tho list of his miseries, to go to jail not for his own fault but for the
default of his tenants. You will be shocked to hear, gentlemen, that a friend of mine,
well educated, from a respectable Deshpendoy family, a big honorary magistrate, had to go
to jail because he refused to pay up the land revenue on the ground that he was not bound
to pay as his tenants were unable to pay owing to scarcity and the fumine. When the
Famine Commission of 1301 wisited Nagpur, and when Lord Curzon came there, we
Nagpurians thought that Daniel had come to judgement, and tho Holy Ghost came down
upon us like a Dove, but to our great disappointments we soon learned that we were
mistaken to our bitter experience. We realised that we were under a snare and delusion.
Then and then only, we were convinced by the poliey of Lord Canning was to give the
cultivator as much as possible and take from him his little as possible. We also learned
another lesson and that was that the policy of Lord Curzon was to give the cultivator as
little as possible and take from him as much as possible; to talk of his welfare as much
as possible and do for him as little as possible, With these remarks I support the
proposition (cheers).

QUARANTINE AT BOMBAY.

Tur. Hoxste MRr. G. K.Parern (Bombay).—Mr. President, ladies and gontlemen,
the proposition that has been put into my hands runs as follows :—“That having regard
to the fact that there is ten daysinternational quarantinein existence at Kamran, this CUon-
gress holds that the quarantine of five days imposed atthe port of Bombay upon the Mussalman
pilgrims before embarking for Jedda is unnecessary and vexatious, and produces afeeling
of discontent, this Congress, therefore, prays that the quarantino imposed at_ Bombay
be entirely abolished.” Ladies and gentlemen, the introduction of this resolution is one
of the illustrations you have of the close ties of brother-hood that the Congress is knitting
between the different communities of India (hear, hear),  So far, the grievance to which
this resolution relates.is a grievance which affects the Mahomedan community, inasmuch
as it causes them harrassment in undertaking a religious duty ; but it is a grievance which
they feel keenly in reference to which the Conaress should pass this resolution.  When
there is alrcady quarantine of ten days at Kawran, it is perfeetly unnecessury that the
same people should be subjected to any quarantine in Bombay, and the diiliculties of
quarantine are great. The pilgrims, when they come to Bombay, have first to go to tho
railway offices to pay a sum of money for the return journey Lefore they receive any
passes for being taken to tlie quarantine ground. After recelving receipts, they have to
visit tho offices of the Protector of Emigrants from day to day till heis able to secure a
steamer, and it is five days of the day that the steamer sails that paxses are given to take
them to the quarantine ground. That ground is a picce of desolate island to which they
can only go by sca. All these difficulties and the way in which people are kept must
cause considerable inconvenicnce to them., These are the grounds upon which people have
wood reason to feol discontent, and I think it would be a great service to them 1if the
Government are pleased to take action with the foreign authoritics for the purpose of
abolishing this quarantine (cheers). .

M. Acr Manowgn Bunur (Bombay)—Mr. President, brother-delrgates, — sister-
delecates, Iadies and gentlemen, the resolution that lias been hrought forward by thae
Hon ble Mr. Gokuldus Parekh is o resolution worthy of this Congress. It has heen
thrown in the tecth of the Congress that this Conuvessisa Hindu Congress, that this
Uongress was a Babu Congress, a Bengali Cfongress, and th:lrtr‘ it was not a (;,ong}'os"s W-i
presenting all the classes of the people inhabiting India. T'his resolution will prove anc
. wive the lie to those who say that the Conaress does not luok to the interests of the people

who inhabit this poor India of ours.T With this preface I am going to tell you the whole
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history within but a short timo.  The history ix this: that after the outbreak of plague in
Bombay, the Bombay Portwas closed for the embarkation of pilgrims from Bombay to Jedda
and Chhittagong was opened. A comiplaint was made to Government that it was far too dis-
tant, and entailed great expenditure.  After a while the port of Karachi was opencd,
then Pore Bunder was opened. At least three years ago th port of Bombav was t{n-own
open for pilgrims.  An order came from the Governmeni of India that pilgrims could
embark from the port of Bombay but somehody—1I donot know for what purpose—sent buck
word that quarantine must bo imposed on the pilgrims before embarkation from Bombay.
Then ten days’ quarantine was imposed. Representations from Mahkomedans went to
Government saying that this was unnceessary, there being already an international
quarantine at Kamran which is close to Jedda where they aro to land.’ Quarantine may
be necessary before landing, but quarantine before embarking on a sea voyage, what neces-
sity is there, what good would it do? None whatever.  Then five days were tuken off and
five days were kept.  Another representation was made to Government. That movement
was headed by our late Sheriff of Bombay, Mr. Adamjee Pecrbloy, who is an influential
man. Thousands signed the petition which was sent to the Government of India, but
it had no effcet, and no notice was taken of it. Then we were compelled to appeal to
the Congress to take up this matter and come to our assistance, and by doing so to provo
to those who want the *divide-and-rule-policy” that we are not divided but that we aro
undivided (cheers), and also to express your sympathies because to-day it is the Mahome-
dan’s turn and to-morrow it may be the Hindu's turn.  Who knows what may happen
under the present circumstances? This is the explanation that I have to give you because
efforts will be made to tell you, brethern, that you do not know anything about Mahote-
dan pilgrimage and custem. I have, therefore, oxplained this to you so that you may be
armed to argue the matter with others,  With these few remurks I commend the propo-
sition to your acceptance (cheers).

Mg. Mouvrvr AspvL Kavoy (Lucknrow) adressed the meeting in Urdu.

Mr. G. 8. Kaare (Nasuk)—At the quarantine place, people lose their things and are

left to the merey of the charitable peoploe.  Yon know that when the Hon'ble President
of the Reception Committee proposed to us that we might accept their food for nothing
as guests; we oursclves never like the idea because we have come to the shrine of the
National Congress. In the same way these pilgrims who go to a holy place are unwilling
to accept the charity of other people.

The resolution was put and carried unanimously.

SOME IMPORTANT PROVINCIAL GRIEVANCES.

Mr. D. E. Wacua (Bombay).—As the voice of our President has gonc: I am desired
to read the resolutions which are to be put from the Chair, and I will do so with your per-
mission. The first resolution is :—

*This Congress, concurring with previous Congresses, strongly urges—
(1). The constitution of Punjab into a Regulation Province.

(2). The expansion and reform of the Punjal Legislative Council in accordance with
the Indian Councils Act Act of 1592,

(3). The establishment of a Chartered High Court of Judicature in the Punjah.

(). The Enactment of Legislation for Berar by the Supreme Legislative Council and
not by Executive order of the Governor-General in Council.

(5). The restoration, to the people’of the Central Provinces, of the rightto clect their
represantative on the Supreme Legislutive Council instead of his being nomipated by the
(rovernment.

(6). The cancellation of the Government of India Notification of 25th June 1891, in
tho Foreign Department, gagging the Press in territories under British administration in
Native States as being a serious infringement of the liborty of the Pross in those tracts.”

The resolution was carried unanimously,
INDIA AXD THE GENERAL ELECTION.

Mg. K. VExraTa Rao (Bellary).—Mr, President and delegates, the resolution that
I have to propose is a very easy, simple and pleasant one. Tt runs as follows :—

“That this Congress desires to accord its most cordial support to the candidature of
Ay, Dadabhai Nowreji for North Lambetly, and appeals to the electors of that onstituency
to return him to Parliament.”

~ The difficulties which the Grand Otd Man is undergoing are very great. I worked for
tour months in the Dritish Committez in London, and went round with Mr. Dadabhai
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Nowroji on several occasions.  There are Letween five and six thousand clectors. I know
that for two years he hus been calling upon the voters and electors and viewing the consti-
tuency. At the rate of forty or fifty electors a day, it tukes about three hours to sce theso
forty or fifty clectors, and when he bas to visit 6,000 electors it becomes a difheult task.
Not only is that insisted upon but he has two opposing candidates, conservative and liberal.
Ho has to represent tho demoeratic party. He has to fight in a triangular way, with the
conservatives aund liberals. Fortunately the Liberal candidate has disappeared, and Mr.
Dadabhai Nowrojee has to fight against the Conservatives only.  For nearly two years our
Grand Old Man has been working hard, and when I left him he was very hopelul, and
according to the letters I have been recently receiving his success is almost assured.  Wa
r(ni.tst ul)so send our congratulations in anticipation to the clectors of North Lambeth
choers). . ’

Mr. J. N. Rov (Caleutte).—T venture to felicitate you on the fact that I have got a
severe chill which makes it impossible for me to make anything like a speech. Truly I am.
grateful to youn, Mr. President, for giving me the opprtunity to associate myself in so
conspicuous a manner with this resolution for three reasons.  In the first place, my carliest
and happiest political memories vefer back to the days when it was my great good fortune
to work under the direct guidance and control of Mr. Dadabhai Nowrojee (cheers.) The
lessons I then learnt of unfliching courage and fearless utterance I will never forget.
Those were also very stormy days, days of Poona troubles and scditious prosecutions.
Now, gentlemen, my next reason for being proud to be associated with this resolution
isthat T am a Bengali, At a time when the leaders of the community in the other
parts of the country have not as yet approved of the boycott movement, ho senta
message to the Bengalis saying this:—*“In this you have shown true political instinct
and true political courage, and whatever might happen to the boyeott movement—whether
you succeed or fail, there is mo reasen why you should fuil—keep it up for that is
the right path (cheers).” My third and next reason for being proud to be assaciated
with this resolution is the fact that I am an Indian, a young Indian; and yet I can
spealt of the scnse of those present, young and old, men and women, that there is no
man who has unquestioning allegiance to the people of India more than Mr. Dadabhai
Nowrojee (cheers). It is not because he has been longest in public life, it is not _h?c.anse
he has made the largest sacrifice in public life. Wo have a large number of politicians,
I prefer to call them patriots,” who have done great service. And is there any question
that among them Mr. Dadabhai Nowrojee is the noblest. There is no disputing that
fact. Itis mot on that ground that I mn proud to be associated with this resolution,
but because Mr. Dadabhai Nowrojee has shown, more than anybody else, the true in-
stinets of a leader. In this connection I will only read to you one line from the messago
which he sent to the present Congress, which will make my meaning clear.  What he
gays is this :—

“No palliatives of any kind whatever, no more alteration and i’:énkering of the
mechanical machinery of a demonstration, can and will do any good at all.

That is a lession which we would do well to take to heart. There is no question that we
are standing at the parting of ways, weare cntering upon a new politieal life. Let
us recognise in Mr. Dadabhai Nowrojee once more the true leader of the land in order
that he may make his influence more felt ata place where our destinios come up for
shaping now and then. I am proud to be associated with this resolution, and I ask
you to accept it.

Mg. G. SuBRANMANYA AIYAR (Madras).—I beg to propose three cheers to Mr. Dada-
bhai Nowrojee (loud cheers). As pointed out by Mr. Roy, Mr. Dadabhai Kowrojee is a
political Guru, not only amongst the youngest but also amongst the oldest present here,

Tho resolution was put to the Congress and carried unanimously.

Tre Hox’sues Mr. D. A. EKsaxre (Bombay).—Mr, P‘resident and gentlemen,
T am called upon to perform a very pleasent duty indeod. The resolution which I have
to propose embodics.

“THANKS TO THE INDIAN DELEGATES TO ENGLAXD.

“That this Congress desires to record its sense of high apprecintion of the manner
in which the Hon'ble Mr. G. K. Gokhale, C. 1. E., and Lalla Lajput Rui discharged the
onerous duties imposed on them in England.” '

Gentlemen, you know who these delegrates are? They are named in the resolution.
One of them adorns the Presidential Chair on this stame (Cheers), and the other is
one whom you have heard so cloquently setting forth his own views on the Bengal
boycott and partition yesterday. Gcnt.l(emon, this resolution d_n.~1;_:n::tvs ]M)[]‘l .ot_.tl}('fn
as delegates. . Wo will not quarrel with that term, hecause in xome pl‘:l‘ctﬁry ’it] is said
that the one or the other of them didd not go as delf*gute offh(:(un;fl‘(‘n:-. }t:y aro
all delegates. We did appoint them to perform services for us, and it does m.)_t I'("‘lll}l.ll() ?ny
lone description from me to make you acquainted with the sigmal S(‘t‘\lf.:(.":tlﬂ-.t they

erformed on sour behalf, and the achievments they have already SCE)]I‘(‘hl'tnl‘ oufbgm;d.
Gentlemen, certainly it must be said that lapguage fails me to adequately deseribe the
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sorvices they bave rendered ws. They have been, while in India, peculiarly qualified
to perform the duty entrusted to them by the last Congress.  Gentlemen, wo heard
yesterday that throughout the twenty years that the Congress has lived it has not succeeded
in producing political recluses. Fortunately for us in these two delegates there are
illustrations that, as a matter of fact, the Congress has produced political recluses of a
very high order (cheers). The Hop’blo Mr. Gokhale has practically renouuced the
world although he has not become a Bunyasi with all the ceremonies of initiation; yet
he has initiated an order of Sunyusis who will do political service to India with greater
zest than before. As regards Mr. Lalla Lajput Riai, although he has not declared that heis a
recluse, we all know that he has devoted all his resourees, mental, physical and monetary, to the
support of an institution in the Punjub which is ecalculated to be of immense service
in the future. These are two illustrations which woe have got before us. % I have no doubt
that their example will prove inspiring, and in time to come we will have many followers
in their path., Gentlemen, the President says I should bo very short on this resolution. I
quite admnit that. The sincerity of heart always makes one brief and overwhelning obliga-
tions are more conducive to silence than to loquacity. I always do feel that instead, any large
comment and enlargement would certainly be less than a solein expression of our deep
thanks to them for the great scrvices they have rendered to us (cheers). I would rather
take the way of saying, without any more explanation, that we could not certainly ade-
quately express our thanks and obligations to then for the work that they have done. [
will only say one thing more. It is said that these two gentlemen went to England at a
very opportune moment, In one sense the tide was with them that helped them in their
success. It is all very well to say that opportunities help men. It is not always so, gen-
tlemen. The man succeeds who best knows how to take advantage of the opportunitics
that are offered. Opportunities offer themselves in everv one's life.  Those are the best
who avail themselves of them and make use of them to the greatest advantage. In Mr.
Giokhalo and Mr. Lajpat Rai we found that if we send proper people to England we shall
certainly succeed more in doing and achieving our work there than if we make an indiseri-
minate choice. I should prefer to rely on chosen individuals than sending large Dbattalions
of people who are not so well informed.  No doubt Mr. Lajpat Rai could not remain in
England so long as Mr. Gokhalo could do.  Although the time was short, the work they
did on public platforms and in private meetings, especially in private interviews, is so po-
tent that it will certainly bring forth advantageons fruition in no long time to comne. Gentle-
men, with these words 1 propose this resolution (cheers).

Mr. K. Naravava Rao (dledras).—~DMr. President, brother-delegates, Iadies and gen-
tlemen, I come forward to second this resolution which really requires no seconding at all.
You know that the political agitation that has been carried on in this country has to be
carried on also in England, and for this purpose we require nien of great talent, also of great
tact and unbounded energy, and also of supreme confidence and faith in the justness ofjour
cause, We should congratulate ourselves that we did succeed in securing, on this oceasion,
two men who satisfied these requirements. About Mr. Gokhale, so much has been said that I
do not wish to say anything further. T only wish to say that hc isa true and living expo-
nent of that ereed under whicli hie has said that the pullic life in this country ought to be
spiritaalised.  He has really given’effeet to it in his own life, and we must thank ourselves
that on this occasion his services were available to us.  He carried on his work in England;
the work has been characterised to be brilliunt, but T should say it has Leen indeed pheno-
menal, beeause during the short period of 30 duys or so he delivered addresses in several
parts of England on varied subjects on 43 ocensions, We can easily understand what
amount of work and good he hus done for us.  The result of the work, I wish to state it
in the words of one who was present on the spot, of one wlio was ablo to give us his sympa-
thatie help. I mean Sir Henvy Cotton.  Only one line I quote from his message to the
Indian National Congress. This is what he says:—“Finally the ycar closes with the
deputation of Mr. Gokhale as an Indian Delegate to enlighten the people of England
on the claims and necds of Indin. His campaign in which he spoke with all the autho-
ritv of the President-designate of the next (ongress, and his words, enforced with his
accustomed eloquence and knowledge, have fallen on a fertilised soil where they will
yield a harvest in comparizon witly which the result of former deputations must be
considered to be insignificant.”

Mr. Gokhale did not work single-handed. He had his eo-adjutor and co-worker,
our friend Mr. Lajpat Rai (checrs).  You heard him yesterday : you have heard him speak
with that eloquence which really held the whole of this assemnbly spell bound. Not only
so. Every word of that speech spelt real enthusiasm, carnestness and loyal patriotism.
I wish we had more of such men. He also did excellent work, and it is needless for mo
to dilate upon this topie. Without saying anything further I, hailing from the far off
South, come forward to second this resolution {(cheers).

The resolution was unanimously carried.
Mr. Ally Bimji called for three cheers Bor Mr. Gokhale and Br. Lajpat Rai which
~ were enthusiastically accorded.

Mr. M. V. Josut (DBenaresi—DMr, Pacsident, brother-delegates, and gentleman, I
have heen asked to place before you the proposition No. 22, It runs as follows :—
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“ APPOINTMENT OF THE HON'BLE MR, GOKHALE AS DELEGATE TO
ENGLAND.”

 That in view of the importance of urging the more pressing proposals of the Con-
gress on the attention of the authorities in England at the present juncture, the Congress
appoints its President, the Hon’hle Mr. Gopal Krishna Goﬁale, C.L E.,, asits delegate,
and deputes him to proceed to England for this purpose,” °

Gentlemen, this is a proposition which requires very brief comment indeed. You
have heard what Mr. Gokhale has done described in 2 manner which does not bear an
repetition.  He has done us signal services in the past, and we are now only qualitying
ourselves to be further indebted to him Ly asking him to be our delegate once more, In
Mr. Gokhale we have found an advocate who is just the kind of man that we require at
the present juncture (hear, hear). He is 2 man known to have moderate views, modorate
in thought, moderate in expression, possessing immense tact in handling men and things,
and above all, he possesses an amount of knowledge and intellectual capacity which is
necessary for an advocate. If you get these sort of advocates aé this peculiar juncture
when a new Liberal Ministry is heralding the dawn of hope, I believe the chances of our
success are not small.  The prospects ave very re-assuring. I do not wish to take up
your time any further than by suggesting that this proposition should be adopted by you.

The Congress offered three cheers for Mr. Gokhale.

Mr, C. Vinaracrava CHaR1AR (Salem).—Gentleman, 'you are asked to
appoint our worthy Chairman on an impertant political mission in England ; you are
further asked to authorise him with the necessary credentials, T believe the occasion is
very important, and we have reached a crisis in our political life, I might almost say in our
national life, culininating in untoward things in Bengal which make life in Bengal uncom-
fortable. On the other iand, the opportunity presenting itself in England is very great.
Those that have had a most casual acquaintance with modern politics will easily believe
when I say that with the advent of Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman and Mr. John Morley,
the reign of moral law, inaugurated by that great man of tle nineteenth centary, Mr.
Gladstone, will probably return (hear, hear). At the same time, it is true tha.t Mr. Morle‘y
is supposed to wear, so far as India is concerned, the mantel of Mr. John Bright, and it is
elsewhere said that the needs of India ave never outof his mind. At the same time,
readers of the life of Mr. Gladstone probably cannot but confess to a feeling of disap-
pointment that his knowledge of India and of the Indian people and of our requirements
1s somewhat scanty and is by no means adequate to the demands which his great position
would require ; and it is, therefore, right and proper thut we send a proper man to go and
instruct him. Tt is impossible that at this juncture you can find a more worthy gentlemf:m
than Mr. Gokhale {cheers). Thongh comparatively young—1I hope he will ‘imr_tlup me for
saying so—he has had a varied, and I should almost say sad, experience, and his ‘]udfmentl
has been mellowed to a degree rarely reached by political men in this country:.‘ For . n;;?(
hardly tell you, gentlemen, that a born patriot, as he is, and public man all his life, he has
had aninevitable share of misfortunes and misrepresentations, and these in my humble opmlgn
have the effect of rounding off asperities of judgments and views; and although i:c.)m? may be
here who might perhaps hesitate to entrust our affairs to a single man at this Jtunc:ure,
you may rest assured that if there is one man to whose safe keeping we can entrust our
affairs, he is Mr, Gokhale. I hope you will carry the propesition (Ch(;e,;). . )

TER NIVEDITA (Rambkrishne Vivekananda).—Dlr. President, ladies and gentle-
men’sllsfeir that T shall hgwe great difficulty in making my voice heard liy }ﬂ.‘;T \]\ ast m’ld;-
ence. I begyouto listen very attentively for the few moments tha{‘,t 8 1; Eeep j,on_,
for it is my desire to say a few words to you for the momentin the character o al qlvlr?}w?-nt
speaking on behalf of Europe].: To my mind f_llete\'riéutlon o_Ef all é;riaft,onbztgll dL(f :-]o::lntl;e
and a great national voice in nd1§1 is a necessity to Kurope 1ﬁ ) o th e save o

erdition of inhumanity (cheers). ~All the sacrifices that hum £

::;gea‘ghllrlll%a, many thousands of times over, might well be mz}dl({{ :n tl.l.e"nm;l:la ::c' i]zi
salvation of Europe. And it is fo:' t{)us reason that I w:;:li é:tue Stoari::l; cahg::}?ilr‘:nyyour ngn
of this proposition whigh appers 8 b et St }'0111\;' this moment will make “sacrificies
notice. It is through the English language, if you at this mon : Serihcles

T i : ; fruitful through the person of this no
or eftorts, that it is possible for you to make then:l o throngh | (cLeers). It you do
man whose power and whose steel you have already pu (i1 ) ot eb st in

is thing, if vou will faithfully stand by him, support him an carry your as '
t}:rsn{)}yrr;gf"lllftfler and further, with every year that goes, if you will do tlll{ls thtt;)%r }nc:u
?‘,iu enable history to repeat itself npon a  grander scale than litherto. - O:;ng"t]he f}irtK
brothers, it is the law that histery repeats it;((‘)li- i‘;okei):}g{ 1}2?]}:3;5-’(}]“0'1‘\1‘: Nowmii,
of nahlo;u!li-yi l%[?%?)?fréj%%ﬁﬁft?{lsf’tf?liﬂe In?lzan riilli. 51:01{'3 to the Eng]ish_ people, w]xth
{:::Irl;, (i)n Ifi‘; ;}"95. 7 Has the England of so many emancipations dﬁl;l::\’(?l].l;liﬁt?.ll t;:‘ot:((::rq;e’\:
great role ; has she grievousty dared to t..-ampl_e._ on her -]I;‘gl‘l oS jl];:\-lte . : m’a‘ke Eng.

i d by and redeem English tradition, re-make 1t, re-cred ; max

Indian people stanc by England but that vou may eventually redeem the
land true to herself not for the suke of Englan o e o palse of
1d trom the spectacle of a continent ip which f_lle impulse fll' ation (cheers). T

:-ﬁ{omlity against the Napoleonic wave of consolidation and centralization s).
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have not even finished my sentence, dear brothers, in which the wave that began as an
impulse of nationality, the impulse of many centredness, the impulse of the worship, of
humanity thrown asi(f;, was deflected, was degraded until to-day, you see six or seven or
eight camps of armed men talking about Kuropean peace and British peace. We will
redeem England, we will redeemn Europe, we will redeem  this world from this spectacle.
Qur dream of an Indian nationality is not a selfish dream for India, but it is a dream for
humanity (cheers) in which India shall be the mother of a great cause ; shall be the fosterer
and the nurse of all that is noble, humane and great. 1f you would do this, then India
must not be passing passive in the present but be an authorised and aceredited representa-
tive in the great struggle that is now once more about to opem, in which,
I trust to heaven, the real issues of the English polities will be made elear,
in which these nonsenses of distinction between the old-fashioned obsolete Conser-
vative and Radical will be swept away for ever, and we shall see the absolute question of
English Empire to be Imperialism vs, Nationality, Slavery for Nations vs. Nationality for
the peoples of the carth (Loud cheers),

The resolution was put and carricd unanimously.
STANDING COMMIITEE OF THE CONGRESS.

Mr. D. E. WacHa (DBombay'.—The next resolution to be put from the Chair runs
as follows :—

“That a2 Standing Committee of the Congress be appointed to promote the objects of
the Congress and to take such steps during the year as may be necessary to give effect to the
Resolutions of the Congress.

“ That the following gentlemen be appointed members of the Standing Committee for
the year 1906 :—
(1) The Hon’ble Sir Pherozeshah Mehta, K. C. 1. E. (Bombay).
(2) The Hon'ble Daji Abaji Khare (Bombay).
(3) G. Subramania Iyer, Esq. (Madras).
(+) The Hon’ble Nawab Sayyid Muhammad (Madras).
(5) Surendra Nath Banerjee, Esq. (Caleutta).
(6) A. Chowdhuri, Esq. (Calcutta).
{7) Maulvi Abdul Kasim (Burdwan).
(8) 8. Sinha, Esq. (Bankipur).
(9) The Hon’ble Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya (Allahabad).
(10) Munshi Ganga Prasad Varma (Lucknow).
(11) Lala Lajpat Rai (Lahore).
(12) Lala Har Kishen Lal (Lahore).

(13) Rao Bahadur R. N. Madholkar (Amraoti) ; with
(14) D. E. Wacha, Isq. (Bombuy) ; and
(15) The Hon’ble Mr. G. K. Gokhale, C. I. E. (Poona)

The resolution was carried unanimously.

as Secretaries of the Com-
mittee.”

RE-APPOINTMENT OF SECRETARIES.

Mr. D. E. WacHa (Bombay).—The next resolution is :—

“ That thig Congress re-appoints A. Q. Hume, Esq., C. B, to be Genersl Secretary,
and D. E. Wacha, Esq., and the Hon’ble Mr. G. K. Gokhale, C. L E., to be Joint General
Secretaries for the ensning year.”

The resolution was carried unanimously.

Three hearty cheers were given to Mr. Hume amidst shouts of Bande Mataram.

Mz. D. E. WacHa (Bombay).—The next resolution o be put from the Chair runs
as follows ;— ;

“ That this (ongress desires to convey to Sir William Wedderburn, Bart.,, and the

other members of the Britixh Committee, its most grateful thanks for their disinterested
services in the cause of India’s political advancement.”

I will say one word on my own personal account. Last year the same resolution was
on my hand, and I spoke speciully on that occasion. T cannot at this juncture refrain from
expressing our gratitude to Sir Willam Wedderburn and to other Members of the British
(‘ommittee, not merely for the ordinary work which they have done but for the phenomenal
work they did this year during the campaign of Mr. Gokhale.

The resolution was put and carried unanimously.

Rat Yamixpra Narn CHoupHURL (Culewtia) who was received with shonts of
Bande Mwtaram, said :—* Mr. Ghairmun and gentlemen, it is o great henour and a high
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privilege to be able to invite tho Indian National Congress to his own Provinee. Goentle-
men, it is with much pleasure, therefore, that I, in behalf of my brethren of Beneal do
humbly invite this Nutional Congress to meet at Calcutta at about this time next vear
[cheers). Gentlemen, you are all aware that Bengal, under the present ciremmstances
oreated by the new method of the Government of Bengal, is assing through a time of
tl:OllblCS and tribulations, and we of Bengal are sincerely thanktul to you gentlemen of this
Uongress, for having expressed your hearty sympathy in our sorrows and miscries, and I
1 afraid that although we mny fail, to a certain extent, to do our duty in the matter of
the splendid hospitality to which we have been accustomed, in this as well as in the other
previous Congresses, I hope gentlemen, that under the peculiar citeumstances you will
kindly excuse our shortcomings and omissions in this respect. We hope that we shall
not be guilty of any conscious omission. Gentlemen, I hope you will aceept our intention
for the deed,  With these words I place this humble invitafion, demi-ofhicial, before you
and I hope you will accept it  (cheers). o

The invitation was accepted by the Congress.
VOTE OF THANKS TO THE PRESIDENT.

Tue Hox'sie Panmt SuxperLAL (Allahalad).—Mr, President, ladies and gentlemen,
the resolution which I have been asked to move is one which I have no doubt you will
carry with acclunation. It is a resolution proposing a vote of thanks to the worthy Presi-
dent of our mceting, namely the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale. His services in the past are well
known to you. He has worked throughout his life simply for the good of this country with
the only desire that we may approve of his services, and that he may succeed in doing all
that he hoped to do  (cheers,) °

The resolution was received with ncclamation amidst shouts of DBande Mataram, the
whole audience rising to their feet.

Tue Hox’sLe Paxpir Mapax Morax Marpavya :—Gentlemen, the resolution that has
been placed before you does not require any further support.  You have already carried
it by acclamation, I am sure you will pass this vote of thanks with heartier acclamation
again (cheers), The services which our esteemed President has rendered to the country
have been numerous in the past, but the services that he has rendered during this session
of the Congress require special recognition at our hands, T am sure that we are very
deeply grateful to him for the able way in which he has conducted the proceedings of this
important assembly.  Gentlemen, it does not fall to many persons to be called upon to
discharge the high functions which it has been the privilege of our esteamed President to be
called upon to discharge during the last few years of his lite. Lord Curzon came out at an
early age as Viceroy and Governor-General, It was a happy circumstance that one of the
younger generation of politicians of India was selected as representative of Bombay in the
Supreme Council. Lord Curzon was a man with consummate powers of debate. He found,
however, that the Indian member returned from Bombay was more than a match to him,
Lord Curzon was an statistician. He found that his statistics were proved to be wrong,
incorrectly compiled and that there was one man in the Council Chamber who could hold
his own and prove that the figures which he put forward were the real figures (cheersi.
Gentlemen, it was an experiment you may say. England sent out no doubt one of her
most capable Statesmen as Viceroy.  India sent up one of her young politicians, if I may
be pardoned for saying so, to the Viceroy’s Council.  England’s selection proved unfortu-
nately to be unhappy ; India’s selection has proved to he happy (cheers.)  For that service
alone the country has rejoiced, and has been most whole heartedly thanking our President.
There was another higher and a soarer trial awaiting my esteemed friend. —~ That was to be
called upon to preside over the deliberations of this great National Congress where hehad to
meet, not half-a-dozen capable members of the Governmeut of India’s Council, but the
most capable members of the whole of the Indian Empire gathered from all parts of India.
Questions that were coming up for discussion, some of them, it was w‘ell known, were of
a very very stormy character. They required patience and statesmanship ; they required
the greatest consideration, and we all know with what ability, with what patience, with
what unfailing courtesy, with what statesmanship and pradence our Chairman has conduct-
ed the proceedings (cheers) both in the Subjects” Committee and in the Gongross. Gentles
nien, I think we may whole-heartedly congratulate our President and ourselves upon the
way in which it has been done. Gentlemen, T express the sense not only of those present
here when I say that we feel deeply indebted to bim {cheers).  There is one other circum-
stance which I should like to mention. Probably it is not known to many gentlemen that
Mcr. Gokhale was most unwilling 'to accept the Chair of this year's Congress ; that it was
only after the most earnest request had bean made that he yiclded to that request ; that he
repeatedly expressed his desire that senior veterans, many of whom he n:uned.T should be
asked : and that he should be permitted not to be called upon this year.  No doubt his
estecm for his seniors was right and well. T am sure that all those senior friends rejoice
with us in having made the selcction of such a good and excellent President for this vear.

1 am sure you will agree with me that not a little of the great success and the eredif oF
this session belongs to tire President. T amn sure you will carry this vote with_peefinntin.

(Loud cheers)
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Bazu SurreNpRA NATH BaNNERII .—Gentlemen, I have to make an appeal to you,
I am sure you will respond to it because it is a reasonuble and properappeal.  Mr. Gokiu]e
has lost his voice in your service, and,t]wrefoye,lt will Lie necessary tor you to accord to him
not only a sympathetic but an indulgent hearing. I beg of you as a request from all of yg -
that you will not insist upon his speaking too loud. “ Louder, louder "—I hope thesa
words will not be heard, Mr. Gokhale speuks now. One word more, I forgot to sayit. 1
beg that after the Presidential reply isover you will not disperse.  Mrs, Dyt
Choudhuri and some other ladies will sing the Bande Aataram.

TuE Presipeyt :—Gentlemen, we have come to the last stage of our proceedings, but
we cannot separate without performing one or two duties.  Qur first duty is to accord our
hearty thanks to the Reception Committees for the hospitality which they have shown ys
and tfle arduous tasks that they had before them in making arrangements (cheers),
1 do not wish to mention any names because it is invidious te mention names;
but one name I will mention in  connection with the Reception (_‘ommitfoo.,
and that is of its Chairman, the Hon’ble Munshi Madho ILal (cheersi. OQur
next duty is to tender our most sincere thanks to the volunteers, those young men who
have devoted themselves to the work that was assigmed to them with so muel: love and so
much enthusiasm. What they have done is only a training—a preliminary training—for
the responsibilities which in course of time will devolve upon them (cheers),  Gentiemen,
it has been well suid that when the heart is Eull the voice is weak, DMy voice is doubly
weak to-day. and I will, therefore, make one or two remarks and then bring my speech to a
close. It is impossible for me to express, even in the most inadequate manner, how deeply
and how profeundly grateful I feel to you all for the kindness, for the affection, for the
enthusiasm which you have lavished on me. From the moment I came to Benares down to
this time I have received nothing but marks of the greatest friendship, greatest cordiality
and good-will from every one of you all. I believe that during the last five days I have
lived the proudest moments of my life. Whatever the future may hold in store for me,
whether it is much or whether it is little, even the much of such a one as myself, can after
all be but little—and this I can tell you that the recollection of what I have felt and what
I have experienced and what I have enjoyed that will always have'a most enduring place
in my memory. Gentlemen, I do not wish to detain you any further.  If this (‘ongress
session has been extraordinarily successful, I think we may very well suy that the eredit is
due to you, the delegates, who, with such patience, with such wonderful judgment and res-
truint, have enabled me to control the proceedings of this body properly = (Loud cheers).

The Congress then disolved with 3 cheers to His Majesty the King Emperor 3 cheers
tor Mr. A. Q. Hume and 3 cheers for the President,
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LIST OF DELEGATES

WHO ATTENDED THE

TWENTY-FIRST INDIAN NATIONAL GONGRESS,

HELD AT BENARES, DECEMBER 1905.
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1| Bengal |Caleutta] Bengal | Mr. A. Chowdhri, M, a. | Bengalee, | Zemindar, Advocate of | Elected at a meetiog of
Land- {Cal), p. A. {(Cuntab), | Brahwin. | the Caleutta High| the Cowmmittes of the
holders’ Barrister-at-Law, Fellow Court, 37, Baliguoge | Bengnl Landholders’ As-
Associntion| of the Calcutta Univer- Road, Calcutta. pociation on the 17th
sity, Honorary Secretary December, 1905,
of the Bengal Landhold-
erg’ Association, &e., &e.
-
2 " s | Metropoli- | Babu Murlidhar Roy ... | Bengalee, | Zemindar and Banker, | At o meeting of the Met-
tan Elec- Hindoo. 16, Bapamali Surker's | ropolitan Electoral Divi-
toral Street, Calcutta. sion of Culcutta held at
Divieion 10, Hastings Btreet on
of 20th December, 1905,
Calcutta.
1
3 » " " Babu Surendra Chandra | Bengalee, | Manager of the ** Bengal Ditte.
Sen, Hindoo, | Soap Factory,” 64/1,
Eayastba.| Mechoa Bazar Road,
Culcutta,
4 | 0 " Bengal | Satyendra Nath Tagore, | Bengales, 19, Store Road, Ditto.
Land- Eeq., I 0. 8. (retired}, | Brahmin. Bally guaj.
holders’ Zeunudar.
Assuciation
] " " " T. Palit, Esq., Barrister- | Bengales, | 3%, Ballygunge Circular Ditto.
at-Law, Advocate, Cal- | Eayastha. [ Road, Caleutta.
cutta High Court.
6 " Northern | Babu Kishori doban Roy.| Bengalee,| 39, Mirzapur Street, | At 8 meeting of the
' K Metropoli- Hindoo. Calcutta, : Northern  Metropolitan
ten Eleetoral  Divirjon of
Electoral Calentta leld at 10,
Division Hastings Street, on 20t
of December, 1905,
Calcutta. ) . .
7 » " " Babu Kedar Nath Muker- Bengialee. S(fs::ltatla. Baranagore, Ditto,
jee. Hindoo, dalcutta.
! Brahmio.
K. 8. Chowdhry, Esq., | Bengalee, | Zemindar, 44, Enrorean, At the Committee maet-
8 " » " N Iy, 9. Himlno,' Asylum [:.ane, Calcutta, | ing held on the 22nd
’ Vaidya. Becewber, 19035, Bengal

Landhelders’  Associa-

tion.
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9 | Bengal iCalcatta | Bengal | Hon'dle Jogesh Chandra | Hicdoo, . At n meeting of the
Landiiold-| Chaudbri, ». a., Mem- | Brahmin. Bengal  Landholders’
ers’ Asgo- | ber, Bengal Legislative Association on the 17th
ciation, | Council, December 1906.
Calcutta.
10 " " Northern | Babu Nares Chandra Sen | Bengalee, | 5, Noor Mohammed | At a meetiog of the Nor-
. Metropo- | Gupta, M. A, B. L, Hindoo, | ®ircar's Lane, Calcut- | thern Metropolitan Elec-
litan Vuidya. ta, toral Division of Cal-
Eleetoral cutta hield at 10, Hast.
Division of ings Street on 20th De-
Calcutta. cember, 1905.
11 " " " Babn Sanat Kumar Bengalee, | Attorney-at-Law, 5f1, | At a meeting of the Met-
Chowdhry. Hindoo. Malies Chandra Chow- | ropolitan Electoral Divi-
dhry’s.Lane, Bhawani- | sion of Culcutta held at
pur, Culcutta, 10, Hastings Street on
20th December, 1905, &
at a public meeting keld
at  Apudpur, District
Burdwan, en 17th De-
ceinber, 1905,
12 " " » Babu Baidya Noth Muker- 1 Bengalee, { Landholder, 99, Grey | At a meeting of the Nor-
jee, B. A, Hindoo, Street, Calcutta. thern Metropolitan Elec-
Brabmin, toral Division of Culcut-
ta held at 10, Hastings
Street on 20th Decew
ber, 1905.
13 " " " Dr. Nilratap Sircar, . 4., | Hindoo, | 61, Harrison Road, Litto,
M. D, F. C. C. Kayastha,| Calcutta,
Bralhmo.
14 » n » Babu Budbaraman ... | Kayastha,| Jute Merchant . - Ditto.
Hindoo.
15 » " " Babu Planindra Lall Dey,| Bengales, | Merchant, 99, Grey Ditto.
Hindoo, Street, Calcutia.
Kayustha,
16 " " " R. N. Roy, Esq. v | Brahmin. " Ditto,
17 e " " Babu Jatindra Nath Basu, | Bengalee, | Solicitor, 10, Hastings Ditto.
M, A, Attorney-at Law. Hindoo, Street, Calcutta,
Kuoyastha,
18 n " " N. C, Sena, Esq., M. a, | Brahmo | Barrister-at-Law Land- Ditto.
M. R. A 8. (London) liolder, sometime of
the Colopial Civil
Service.
12 » » Northern [ A. C. Dutt, Esqr., b. a. | Hindan, | Barrister-at-Law  and | At a meeting of the Kot
Metropoli-| (Lendun). Kayuastlia,| Landholder, thern Metropolitan Elec
tan toral Division held of
Electora] December 20th, 1905

Division,

ey
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20 | Bengal | Caleatta| Southern | P, X, fen, Exqr. -

Electoral
* Division
Calcutta.

2 " » " Sudhansu Mohan DBose,
a.a. (Captub), LL.B. (Can.
tab), Barrister-at-Law,
Advocate, Calcutta
High Court.

ez » " " Babu Lolit Moban
Ghoshal,

23 " n I Satish  Chunder Mooker-
jee, Esqr.,, Barrister-at-
Law.

24 n " Do. and | The ‘Honourable Babu

British Bhupendra Nath Bose,
ladian M. &, B. L,
Association]
25 n " Northiern | Mr, Eunj Behari Sen .«
Metropoli-
ten
Division,
Calcutta.

26 n " " Pandit Nityanaoda Misra

1] " n » Babu Molini Mohan Base

28 » » | Southern | Prabhas Cliaundra Mitra,

Metropoli-] M. A, DL
tan Elee-
toral Divi.
8ion.
29 " " Southern | Babu Kamela Kumud
Electoral | Mookerji.
Division,
Calcutta.
30 " n Indian | Babe Cheru Chander
Association| Ghose, B, &, B. L,
Northern
Metropeli-
ton Elect-
oral Divi-
sion, South-
crn Metro-
politan
Electoral
Division.
3l n ore Sputhern | Babu Basanta Kumar
Metropoli- Hoaldar
tan Electo-
ral No. )
332 " ” British | J. Ghosel, Baq., Zemindar,
Indiaa Bengul.
Association
Calcutta,
Northern
Blactoral
Divisicuo,

Calcutta.

Religion,

Denownination
and Caste

Race,

Qccupation and
Address.

How and whea
LElected.

Brahmo

Brahmo,
Bindoo,
Kayaetha.

Bengalee,
Hindoo,
Brabmia,

Hindoo,
Brohmin.

Hindoo,
KEayastha

Hiodoo,
Dengalee.

Brahaman

Hindoo,
Kayantha.

]

Bengalee
Hiodoo,
Bralhunia,

Hindoo,
Kayastha
Bengalee.

Bengales,
Bruhuo.

Brahimin

Barrister-at-Law, 28,
Bendon Street, Cal-
cutta, .

Advocate, High Court,
Calentta, Bur Library,
Culeutta.

38/1, Baghbazar Street,
Calcutts,

Advocate, High Court,
Calcutta, 8%, Chunker-
bere Road, Ballygunge,

Attorney-at-Law, 10,

Hastinge Street.

Merchant

at

6, Lucag's Lane, Cal-

cutia,

Zemindar, 4, Rosemary
lons, Hawrah.

Vakil, High Court, and
Laadholder, 73, Pad-
dapuker Road, Bha-
wanipur, Calcutta,

Zemindar, 50, Bakul-
bugan Road, Blhiawani-
pur, Caloutta.

Vakil, High Conrt, 54,
Kansaripara Road, Bha-
wanipur, Calcutta.

Advocale, Barma, 18,
Ram Mulhuon Dutt's St
Bhawenipur, Calcutta.

Zemiadar, Heonorary
Presidency dMagistrate,
Calcutta 37 Old Bul-
ligunge Rozd.

At a meotiog ;of the Nor-
thern Motropolitan Elec-
torul Division held on
Decewber 20th, 1903.

Ditto.

Ditle  and also
at & public meeting at
Kutighata Barawupur,
on  24th  December,
1906.

Ditto,

At a meeting leld on
20Lh Deceber, 1905.

At a committee meeling
held oo the 2yth Decem-
ber, 1905, and also elect-
ed by thie Bombay Presi-
deucy Association.

At a meeting of the
Northern Metropolitaa
Electora! Division held
on December 20th, 1905.

At o meeting held ou
20th December, 1903.

Ditto.

At a meoting of the [a-
dian Aseociation held on
the 16th December, 1905

Do. Do. ata meet-
ing lield on the 20th &
24th  December of the
Northern and Southern
Metropolitan Divisions,
respectively,

At o mesting held on the
24th Decenber, 1905,

Elected at a mecting of
tha Committee of the
British  Indianc  Asso-
gintion  held at the
rooms of the Associa-
tion on Tusnday, the 5thy
Decenber, 1906 and 20th
Decemher 1905 by the
Northern Eleotoral Divi-

sion, Calentia.
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33| Benpgal |Calcutta] Indian Bﬂlbu ] Eamini Komar Bengr;lee, Pleader, Silchar (Assam)! Ata meeti?g ;,flIanm-

Association] Chanda, . A, B, L., Hindoo, mittee of the Tndiag
Vakil, fligh Court. Kayastha. i\sancinltion held on 16th
lecember 1005,
34 " " " Babu Hemendra bohan | Bengnlee, | Manufacturing Perfum- Ditto.
Bose Kayastha, | er, 6, Siboarain Dag's
Brahwmo. | Lane, Calcutta,
35 " ” " Bubn Heramba Chandra | Bengalee, | Professor, City College, Ditto.
Maitra, M. a., Fellow of | Bralimin, | 61, Harrison Load,
the Calcutta University. | Brahwo, Calcutta.
36 " n ” Babu Pramatha Nath Sen,} Bengalee, | Vukil, Caleutta High Ditto.
. M, A, DB L, Vaidya. | Court, 21, Nebutala
Lune, Calcutta.
a7 " " » J. N. Ray, Esq. v | Hindoo, | Barrister-at-Law ... Ditto.
Vaidya.
38 " " n Babu Surendranath | Bengalee, | Journalist & Education- Ditto,
Baverji, p. A , Fellow of | Brulimin, |* ist; Secretary, Indian
the Culcutta University. Association ; Editer,
and Proprietor, * Ben-
galee ;” Profeasor,
Ripon Qollege;, 70,
Colootolu dtreet, Cal-
cutta,
39 " " " Pandit Kali Prasanno | Bengalee,| Anthor and Journalist ; Ditto. \
Kabyabisarad. Brahwsin. | Editor of the “1litu.
hadi,* 33 Balaram
Bose Ghat Street,
Bliawanipur, Caleutta,
40 » » " Kabiraj Upendra Nath | Bengulee,| Medieal Praetitioner, Ditto.
Sen. Vaidys. Fharmacist, 29, Coloo-
tola Street, Calcutta,
4] » " " Krishoa Eumar Mittra, § Benaalee, | Editor, ¢ The Sanjibani,” Ditto.
B. 4. Kayastha, [ 6, College bguure,
Braluno. | Cslcurta.
42 " " " Pramatha Nath Buonerji,'| Bengalee, | Professor and Land- Ditto,
M. A, Bralhmin. owuaer, 41, Sukeu's
Street, Caleuntta.
43 " ” Indian | Bai Yatindra Nath Chau- | Bengalee, | Zemindar, Barwagore, | At a meeting of the
Associution.| dhari, i, a,, B. L, Kayustha. | 24-perguunus, Comtnitteo of the Indian
Arsociation held on 16th
December, 1005, nod by
the Dritish fodian As-
socintion on Sth Dec-
ember, 1905 ; Northern
Metropolitan  on  20th
December, 1306 ; and at
Bengal Lundhelders'
Assovintion and at public
meeting, Barupagore,
Atamecting of the Com-
44 " " " Babu Prithwis Chandra | Bengales, | Landholder ;:  Author | mittee of the Indian As-
Ray. Kayastha, | and journalist ; Kiditor, { sociation held on 16th
“Indian World,” 121, | December, 1905 ; and nt
Dhuruntela Street, | Faridpur Peoples’ Asso-
Culeutta. ciation oo 3rd December,
1105 ; and at Northern
Metropolitan  Electoral
Division on 20Utk De-
cember, 1905.

45 » n Bengal | Mr. Ratis Ranjan Das, | Bengalee, | 23/2, Theatre Road, | Elected at n_meeting of
lLalr:ld- i Barriste(t:-nt-[,aw, Advo- | Brabmo. Calcuttu, the U?mmi[-t'tce“ofidtho'
10lders caie, saleutta High Bengn anrdholders
Associn- Court, Lundholder, &c. Assiintion held on the

tion, 17th Decenuber, 1905
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46 { Bengal {Calcutta " l\gh Pran Sunker  Rai Bengnles, | 44 European Asylum | Elected at n meeting of
; nudhary, Zewindar, }Ign(lnl), Lane, Calcutta. the Committes of the
Teota, Ducca. Vaidya. Bengal Landholders
Assaciation on the 1Tth
December, 1905: and at
n special mecting  of
Disajpur Standing Con-
gress Gommittee held on
7th December, 1405,
47 see we | Caleutta [ Manadabliream Borooah, | Assnmese, | OF independent meang, | In a meeting of the As-
Esqr. Hindoo, | 21. Hosemary Lave, | samese Residentsin Cul-
Brabrin, | Howrals, entta held in the Ripon
College premines on the
24th December, 1905,
43 ’ « | Koostia | Bubu Satendra Nath Roy | Municipal | Koocstin, Nadia (Bengal),| At a public meeting held
M. A, B.L, son of late | Commis- | Koostia Sub-Division| on the 19tk December,
. Babu Slhama Prosonna [sioner Koos-| to be reprosented. 1005, at the Kovstia Bar
Roy. él-l.ill, Vice- Libwary.
airtman,
Thana Koostia, Nadia, | Charitable
Uengal, Dispensary
Comunittee,
RKoostiag
Plender. .
- 49 " Calcuttu . Babu Dakhioa Ranjan | Hindoo, [Zemindar, Momber, Locall At a pullic meeting helil
Acharjee. Bralmin. { Board, Rusbitia. Kush- ] on the 19th Deceinlier,
tia, Nadia (Bengal, 1905, at the Kushitia Bar
Kurhtia Sub-Uivicion, | Library Lhouse.
to be represented.
50 " “ Calcutta | Babu Akloy Kumar Roy, | Bengalee, | Merchant Elected by Calentta Rovi-
Brahino. rnjes oo 25th Decembuer,
1903.
51 " ” " Knviraj Rakhal Chandra | Bengalee, | Kavitnj, 10, Qornwallis | Elected by Caleutta Kuvi-
Seo, L. M. 8. Hiudoo. Btreet, Calcutta. rajes on 20Lth December,
1905,
59 " Howrash | Batn  Charn Chander | Hindoo, [ Plender, Ramkristopar, | At a meeting of the
Sinha, M. A, B. L. Eayasth, | Howrabh, Peoples’ Asgocidtion,
Howrab.
B3 " » | Howrah | Bebo Nitys Din Mukberji | ITindno, | Mukhter, Dowrsh . ) At o meeting of (ke
DBralimin, Peoples’ Asrocintion,
Howraly, on 19th De-
! cember, 1905,
54 " " Midoapore | Babu Nageshwar Prasad | Dindoo, | Zewindar, Keehkapore, | Elected at a public meet-
Sinha Ruy, I;vngnlee, Hony. Magistrate, Dt. ing held at the Bayley
Khatria. Miduapore, ' Hall, Midoapore, oo 17Lh
Docember, 1906,
55 . w |Beliaghatta| Babu Upendrooath Sen | DBaidya, . . += [N the 19th December, 19953,
Gupta, M. &, Hindoo. inn public meeting held
at 16, Barwario Tola Kead,
Belinulintta,  Calentta g
and also at the Northern
Matropolitan  Electaral
Livision oo 20th Decew-
‘ ber, 1903.
56 " »” Alipur | Babu Debindrannth Tindeo, | Pleader, Alipur - | Aln goperal)meeting of
(24- Bagchi, M. A, 8. L. Brahmin, the Alipur Har  Associa-
Pergunnas). 1ion held on the 2lst
- December, 1905,
57 " " " Babu Bejoy  Krishon | Enyastha, [ Pleader, Alipur Judze's At ameeting of the Rar
Boge, I. A., B. L., Pleader.} Hindoo. Court. Library Lield on the 21st
- Decewber, 19085,
53 . y Babu Surendrazath Mallik,| Hiadao, | Lawyer, No, 2.__(‘3|m_11dr0- At L3 lm_\.etine;_ of
" i M. A, B, L, Kaysstha,| opath Chatterii's Street, | the Alipur Bar Library
’ Bhowanipur, Caleutla. ; held on the Zlst De-
cember, 1405,
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59 | Bengal | Culcatta {Krishnagar| Babu Akshoy Knmar Mitra,]  Findon, | Zemindar, Chakdaha | At public meeting held

(Nadia). | Honorary  Magistrate, | Kayastha, (Nadia, Bengul). at the inetance of the
Chakidnba Independent Branch Indian Associa.

Beuch, Nadia, tion on the 16th Decen.

ber, 1903, ut Krishnagar,

60 " " " Babu Tarapada Banerji, | Hindoo, | Vakil Ditto.

M. A, B.L. Bralimio,
61 n »  |Krishnagar| Bubn Jadunath Chatterji, " Vakil and Zemindar, | At a meeting held on the
(Culeutta}.] b L., Chairman, Krishna- Krishpagar (Nadia). 16th  December, 1505,
gar Municipality; Zewin- at Krishaegar,
dar, Pleader.

G2 " ” " Babu Hari Prasad Chat- - Plenier and Zemindar, | At & public meeting held
terji, 1 L. Flender and Krishoagar, Naria, on the 16th December,
Zewmindar. 1905, at Krishnagar.

63 " » " Baba Jotish Climndra Pal § Hindon, | Zemindur, Natudah | Elected at a meeting
Chowdbry,  Zemindar, | Tamuli, (Nadia). held on the 16th De-
Natudah (Madia). cember, 1905, at Krisho:

gar. .

64 " ” Khoolna | Jagindra Nath Das, Esq., { Bengalee, | Khalishipur, Ehoolpa... | Public mecting held or
M.R A S, F.8 &, Ze- | tlindoo, 1%th December, 1905,
mindar anud Rector, Kha- | Vaichyn,
lishpur A.-V. School. Barnijiti. .

G5 W ar Purulia | Sarat Chandra Sen, B. A., { Hindoo, | Vakil, High Court, Elected at a meeting held

: B. L. Baidya. Purnlia; Catentta | on the 16th Decewber,
Landholder, Munici- 1905.
pal Commisaioner,
Member, Distt. Board,
Maobhum,
66 » | Calcutta " Balbu Janendranatl Ghosh, [ Hindoo, Pleader . | Blected at a meeting of
B. L. Kayasth. the Furulia Bar Associo-
tion held on the 17th
Dacember, 1805.
67 " Ovissa | Cuttack | Babn Gobind Chandra |Goldsmith | Trader « | Elected by the Qrisaa As-
and Prusti. gociation on the 17U
Pooree, Dcaember, 1905.
G8 » | Caleutta) Burdwan | Molvi Abdul Earim, B. &, | Islam ... | Aimadar Public meeting  held on
23rd Decewber, 1405,

G9 " . " Malvi A. E. M. Abdul " Pleader s Ditto.
Kuyoon, M. A., B. L.

70 " " " Sreejukta Rabu Amul- | [lindoo, | Plender, District Courts, Elected on the 20th De-
ya Deb Pattuck, p.a, | Bralwss | wsod Zewiodar, Surdwa, eember, 1905, 8t & meet-
D. L. ing leld at the Taylor

. Memorial Hull, Burdwag.

71 n » " Sreejukta. Sarat Chandra | Hindoe, | Vakil, High Court, and Ditto.

Busy, B. 4., B. L. Kuyastha. ) Zewindar.
¥2 » v Barakar | Babu Devindra Nath Baip, " Medieal  Practitioner, Ditto.
L. M. §. Burakas.
73 " w [Hughli and] Babu Bishoupada Chat- | Bengalee, | Vnkil, Judge's Court, | At a public meeting of
Chiosarab.| terji, M. a., B. L. Hindoo, | Hugbli;and Chairman, | the residentannd inhabi-
Brubmio. | Hughli and Chinsurah | tants of Hughli and Chin-
Municipulity, surnly held on the 18th
Dedbiber, 1905. [
74 » i " Babu TRamesh Chandra | Bengalee, | Zemindar and Munici- | At o meeting of the
Maadal. Hindoo, pal Commissioner and [ residents ahd inhabitants
Subarna- | llonorary Magistrate. | of Hughliand Chinsural
banik. beld on the 18th De-
cember, 1905.
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75 | Dengal (Caleutta (Midnapore | Babu Moti Lol Mukerji, [Beogalee, [Pleader, Judge's Court, | Elecied at a public meet-
B. A, B. L. Hindoo, | Midnapore. ing held at the Buayley
Brahmiu, Hall,Midoapore, vn 17th
Deccmber, 1903,
76 " " » Babu Roghubath Das, |. Uriyn, | Vakil, Vieo-Chnirman, | Ata public meeting held
M. A, B. L, Hindoo, | District Board; and | ot the Bayley Ilall,
Kavan. Chairionn, Sudder | Midnapore, on 17th
Local Board, Midna- | Decewmber, 1905.
pore; Zemindar, Colo-
nelgola, Midnopore.
(K »” " Cuttack | Babu Padan Suhn e | Teli .. | Trader nnd Cootractor | Elected by the Oriesa As-
and sociation on 17th De-
Pooree. cember, 1905.
78 " " " Babn Hurry Mohan Roy | Brahmin | Mukhtear " Ditto.
Chowdhury.
79 " " Peoples’ | BabuBehariLal Roy, 2.4, | Bengales, | Head Master, Bagerhat | At a public mecting of
Associn- Kayastha.| H.-E. Scliool; Secre- | the Associntion held on
tion, tary, Peoples’ Assacia- | the 15th December, 1905,
Bagerhat. tion; Secretary, Bharat | et the Loan Office reow.
Bhandar ; Joiot Sec-
retary, Girls' Sehool;
Honorary Magistrate.
80 | Enstern | Dacca | Mymen- | Babu Narsh Chandra Sen, | Hindoo, | Research  Scholar, 5, [ Ata committes meeting
Bengal Singh M, &, B.L. Vaidya. Xoor Mohammed Sir- | of the Tanguil Peoples’
and (Tanguil), car's Lane, Caleutta. Association lield on the
Asgam, 18th Decewber, 1005.
81 " s !Munshiganj| Babu Ratoeswar Sen, B.L., | Vaidya, | Vakil,  Musshiganj, | Ata public meeting held
District Vakil, Hindoo, | Dacca, at Munshiganj,
Dacca.
82 ” " " Bobu TUmar Chand Das, » Pleader, Munsliganj, Ditto.
B. L., Pleader. Dacea, .
. 85 " . » Babu Dorga Das Das ... | Beogalee, | Pleader, Dhubri, Dist. | At ameeting of the Legal
' Hinduism, | Goalpura. Practitioners’ Association,
Baidya. I'hnbri, lield on the 13th
Decewmber, 1905,
84 " Dhubri | Balu Upendra Nath Chat- | Bengalee, | Pleader, Dhubri, Dist, | At a ineeting of the Legal
? terji, B. &, B. L. Hindoo, Goulpara. Practitioners’ Association
! Brahmin, Dhubri, held on the 13th
Decewber 1905,
85 " " " Babu Gauri Nath Chakra- " Ditto. Ditto.
barthy,
86 " " " Babn Damacbaran Gan- " Ditto. Ditto.
guli, . &, B. L,
87 " Babu Pyari Mohan Datta Bengalee, Ditto. Ditto.
" " Hindoo,
Kayasth,
i - | Teli .., | Zemindar e | Elncted at a publiameeting
88 | Eastern n Malda B[';]l::_l Erishna Lal Chow et of the Malda Association
B?;:fial ¥ on the 19th Deccnber,
Assam, 1905,
i ammad Nur- | Mahome- | Lawyer, Landholder.., | Flected at a meeting of
ol B "’ I hﬁlmmlnggmm‘:; "daa. Y the Tizecutive Commuitieo
. alis . gpecinlly meeling hol
gioner of English Dazar P peneiation, Il o0
s 19th December, 1005,
30 Rabu Bepin Bihari Ghosh,| Kavastha, | Pleader and Jotilar ... Ditto.
" " " D. A, B. L Hindoo.
N : cad s Ditto. held
91 " " Babu Panclianan Mujum n Pleader ot 10th Decomber, 195,
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92 | Eastern | Dacca Malda | Babu Radhesh Chandra | DBnsak, | Pleador;Municipal Com-| Elected at a meeting of

Bengal Set, B. A., B.L. Hindoo. | missioner; Secretary, | the ExecutiveCommittes
and . District  Agricultural | epecially meeting hold
Assam. Association;  Joint | a Association, held on
{ Secretary, Malda Ciub | 19th December, 1905,
and Public Library.
93 » " Brahman- | Babu Dinabandbu Dutt | Beogalee,| Pleader, Municipal Com- I*Elected by a public meat.
barria, Hinduism,| missioner, Brahman- | ing held on the 17}
Comilla. Yaidya, baria, Dist. Tipperab. | December, 1905,
94 » | Comilla| Gomilla |Babu Bhudhar Das Ba- | Hindoo | Pleader «os | Elected oz the 23cd De.
- hadur, cember, 1905, by Tip.
. perah Peoples’ Associa-
Lion,
95 ” " Comilla | Babu Anpanga Mohan ” Ditto. s | Elected on 23r@ December,
Gliose, B. L. 1905, from Tipperah
Peoples' Association,
96 " " " Babu Akhil Chandra Dat- " Ditto Ditto.
ta, B. L,
97 »” we  |Chittagang| Babu . Sarat  Chandra | Hindoo, | Head Mastor, Saraotali | Elected by the Chittagong
Chakarvarti, Brabman, | H.-E. School, Association at a mesting
held on the 22nd Decem-
ber, 1805.

98 " Calcutta) Sub-Divi- | Dr. Mohendra Chandra | Hindoo, | Medical Practiticner, | Elected at a public meet-
sion Chand-| Rarmakar, Bayastha. [ Chandpur, Tipperah, ing held at Chandpur,
pur,District, Tipperah, on the 12th

Tipperah. December, 1905.
99 » w [Chittagopg | Babu Woomacharan Eabi-| Hindoo, | Physician +ee | Elected by the Clittagong
ratoa Bralhman, Association at a meeting
. held on the 220d Decam-
ber, 1005,
100 » » |Dibrugarh | Babu Umeshk Chandra " Doctor «. | On 23rd October, 1505, at
Mukry, L. m. 8. annhoal meeting  under *
presidency of Dr. B.
Mitter, M, 4., B. L.
101 v e e Babue Jadav Chandra Bisi | Dindoo, | Zemindar, Member, | At a meeting of the
Brahmin, | District Board, Congress Commiltee
Bengalee. held on 3rd December,
1905.
102 | Eastern - Gauhati | Mr. T. R, Phookun, Bar- | Brabmin | 52/4, Park Street, Cal. | Elected nt a meeting of the
Bengal rister-at-Law, Advocate, cutta, Committee of the Benzal
and Calcutta High Court; Landhotders’ Aseoci-
Assam Zemiodar, Gauhati, tion held on the 17th
Avsam. Decewmber, 1905; and
also at a  meeting
of the Assamese resident,
in Culentta beld in Ripon
College on 24th Decom-
ber, 1905,
103 » | Colcuttal Goalpara | Babu Ganga Charan Sen | Bengalee, | Banker and Merchant... | Atameeting of the Goal-
Hinduism, para public, heid oo the
* Baidya. 11tk Decuinber, 1905
104 " " " Srijukta Horiprashad Nath,| Aseamese, | Mukhtear,  Goalpara { Elected by the Goalpara
Muktear, Member of the | Hinduism,| (Assamh public ot o meeting beld
Goalpara Loeal Board Jogi. on the 11th December,
and Munlcipality. 1305.
105 " " Earim- | Babu Ramani Mohan Das, | Hiodoo, |[Merchant and Zemindur, | By a general meeting _of
gunj. Merchant, Zemindar and | Beugalee.| P.0. Karimganj, Dist- [ the Karimgunj Associa-
Tea-Planter; Member, rict Sylhet. tion MId on the 22nd
Local Board, Karimganj. December, 1205.
106 » " Munshi- | Dr. Kamekhya Ch. Ban- | Hindoo, | Doctor and Author ... | Ata public meeting 10
ganj, erji, Author. Bratlimin, the beginning of Dec-
District cmber, 1903 .

Daceu,
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107 BL-“?rt-l Duceca Dacun Baby Govinda Chandra Benguli, | Talukdur, village Beah-| At o mecling of the
;“"ld Datta koy. Ruyustha, | man Kittn, Post Ollica | Dacen Peoplod’  Asso.
A S“' Keranigunj, Presideot | eiation, lela on the 11th
gunm. Puschayet, December 1905,
108 " o " Babuy Har Mohan Senl ... | Sabarna | Merchant - Ditto,
Lsanik,
109 m » I Syed IHidayat Buksh .. | Mahomead-| Talukdar and Merehant Ditto.
an.
110 ” W " Mr. Dakshinaprasad Bose Rengali, | Londhalder,  Khalsi, | At ‘a mecting of  the
Ravastha. | *The Pewes Loige, | Committee of the Kluisi
B, U, Khalsi. Hitawabhini Sablra.

1 » n T Babu Gokul Chandra Daa | Slaha Mevchant, Babubazar... | At a mecting of Dacea
People's Assoeintion, henl
ou the 11th December
JRIHN

112 " " " Buhe Brindubun Cliandea | Bysak | Merchunt and Pleader, Ditto.

Bysak, B, L, Judge's Court.
113 » " n Babn Surja Kunta Banerji, | Brahmin | Pleader, Judge's Court Ditto.
B L,
114 " " » Balm  Sarat  Chandra | Brabmin | Talukdar, Member, Ditto.
Chakerbutty, 5. L. District Bonnl, usd
Flender, Judge’s
Court.

115 “ " Munshi- | Pubu Givindra Chandra | Brahmin | Mukltiar, Munshigunj § At a public meeting, held
gunj. Liauerji, ou 22ud Decewmber 1903,

116 " Mymen. | Mukta- | A H. Ghaznavi, Eeq. ... | Bengali, | Zemiodar, Delduar ... | At a poblic  meeting

Hitlgh, gacha, AMahomed- held on the 2ls L.
Ao, , cemher 1305, in tha
Rewling Clib  Looms,
Muktogucha,
117 " " " Babu  Bhiabaui  Natl | PRengali, | Zemindar, Muktegacha Ditto.
Subyal, Brabauin.
118 " " " Babu Suryya Kumar Sar- | Reneali, | Manager of the estate Ditto.
’ khel Braluuia, } of  bubos  Haraday,
Binnvakdas and Ta-
raladas Acharyya Clam.
dlsuriy of Maktagucha.

119 " " Mymen- | Babu  Pudmini Mohan | Bangali, | Toluqidari and service, [ At “]P”Ihzi" “""‘I'““g l]l'f’!"
oo li. Nevouwi. v, 0. sakrail, Tuneail. on IBthDeconher 3 in
slngh Deyogl Buailya ) g M‘\'menh'ill.‘;‘h Town Uull-

120 anoal admini i Sub-Editor,  “Tnalian | At a meeting of the

» " Taogail P]:]l::;::m Moban Reogi, » Worla,” sukrail {Lan- PPeoples’ Associalion held
guil). on 17l December 1945,
and Nurthern Metropoli-
4un Electoral Division of
Calentta, held on 2uth
Decewnber 1983,
121 Mymen- | Babu Shama Charan Roy { Bengali, |Cliairman, Mymensingh | At a  poblic meeting
" " sinol 1 uistlia. Muosicipality ; Memher Liell  on  the . 151
et District Uourd; secre. | December 1965 o 1he
tary, City  Cullege, [ Mywevsiogh Tuwa uil.
Mymensingli Braoeh;
Plesder,Juige’s Court.
! Gonri At meeting ‘o'E the

23 i N ande- | Boneali Inkpector Fouripar nome o the

12 " " (I}\lm-m[-mr' nM-l""l P-{Ir?gh Nath Dando Bruhmit;. Z.Limimlulr's estute, members o the “Reivhi
yen- pachyaya. - —Silpoupati  Bidhavini
singh. Sobba,” Jeld on  18th

Deceber 1903 at Gouri-
pur.
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123} East | Mywen-| Sherpur | Bubu Gogesh Chiandra Nug | Kayestah | Tulukdur, Shierpur | At a pnblic meeting ol
Beagul | singh. Tawn, Town, Mymensinh. on 220d December at yj
and Myen- Sadhabugoo Chowdiisiy
Assam, winh. Louse,
" Farid- Farid- The Henourable Pulm Ron,r_:nli, Member, Bengal Tepis- | At a publie meeting
124 pur. pur. Awmbikn Charao Mozim- [ Vaidya. Intive  Council; lute | beld at the insuncs
dur, M. &, B L. Chuirmsn,  Faridpnr | of the Faridpur Peoples’
Municipality;  Presi- Awsoviutive  and  1he
¢ 1 dent, Furnlpnr Feoo | Swadeshi  Rawiti  of
ples’ Association; | Faridpor onthe 8rd De-
the Swadesht Samiti cemlber J9U5.
and  the  Associnticn
for the Inpmovement
of Serentifiv anl In-
desirial - Eduention; |
Zewindur,  Lleader,
125 " " Faridpur | Balw Kamini  Kumar | Bengali, | Landholler, DPleadet, [ At a committee
Mukerjue, Brolnwin. | District Court. meeting of the Farid-
por Peoples' Assnciation
on the 20th December
1405,
126 » " Faridpar (Bubu Purnachandra Maitea, » Pleader, late Vice-Clinir- | At n public meating at
. L L. D. TR Favidpur vu 3rd Decem-
ber 1903 at the in-
stauce of Peoples’ As-
suciation, &c,
127 " " ” Balm Mathura Xath Mait- " Late Vice-Chariman, Ditto.
ra, I, Le Faridpue Mumeipadity ;
Plewder, District Court,
128 " Carisal | The Bari- | Babn  Kailash Chandra | Vailya | Mukltiar - | At a meeting of the Com-
wal Peoples’t Sen, niittee. of  the Barisa}
Association I'eoples’ Argociation,
held on the 21st Dec-
emuber 1903,
329 " " " Babn  Satish  Clandra | Bralimia | Professor, Srajamolan Ditto,
Chatterji, ». &, Institution.
130 ” " " Babu  Sibaran Chandra [ Vaidya | Pleader " Dilto,
Duy Gupix, M. A, B, L.
131 " " Burisal | Bnlu Rajani Kunta Guka, | Dengali, | Principal, 8. M. Insti. Ditlo.
M. A, Bruhwo. tution,
132 » Dungr- Dung- Kuamar  Jamini  Mullav | Rengnli, | 10, Duif Street, Cul- | At n  meeting  of
pur, pur. Bun.son of Raja Junaki, | Kuyustha, | cutta. the Cowmmittee of the
Bullav  Ben, Zemiadar, Benpgal Landholiers' As-
Liwla, P. 0., Ruugpur, soctation, held on the
17th December 19¢b,
133 ” n n iabn Tara Sunder Roy, | Brahmin | Pleader and Zemindar, | At a pullic meeting lele
BLo Zuibindha (Ruvgpury. | 8t {duibandha, on the
17th December 1405,
134 n Dinaj- | Dinajpur | Babu Akshoy Kumar Roy | Hengsli, | Pleader, Raigunj .., | At a special meeting of
pur. Brahwin the Dinajpur b'tm..rlm;:
Congresy Comiiitee
held on the 17th Dev
embér 1905, at Dim}
pur.
135 ” " » Babu  Dasanta Kumar | Bengali, | Medical Practitioner, Ditto,
Sidbyanta, Brabmin, | LRaigunj,
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136 | BE“?'tl Dinajpar | Dioajpur Bﬂ‘lm Jogesh Cliandra !iengali, Zumindar and Pleader, | At a penaral weeting of
Cl'l.:‘*l Gaba Khasnavish, | Kayesta. | Livajpur. the Btanding Uoogeess
A“u M. 4, L Committee,  Dinajpur,
s, Leld ou the 10th, Duu-
| euaber 100,
137 ) m n Babn  Sarendra Kuwmar | Bengali, | Pleader, Dinojpur ... Litto.
Seay M. A., B L Baidya.
138 " " " Ratn Jogindra Chaoder | Bengali, (Municinal Commissinner, Ditto.
Choakraverty, M. A, B.L | Brubwin. | Pleader and Mewmber,
District Board.
139 » » " Bahu Biraja Sanker Roy | Bengali, | Zemindar, Dinojpur . | At gpecinl mesting of
Chowdliery. Baidya. the Dinajpur Standing
Congress  Conunittes,
held on tha 1Tth Dees
ewber 1903, ut Libasjpur.
140 " Pubnu | Pabna Babu Rajani Kaota Cliak- | Bengali. | Treasury Accountant, By a public meeting
raverty, D. A. Biabiman, | Couch Beliar State. liebl at  Pulma on 19th
December 1905,
141 " " " Babu Sramadu Gorinda | Bengali, | Zamindar, Tantibond Ditto.
Chowdhery. Bruhiwio.
142 " . " Babu Bipay Kumor Roy, e Fleader, Judge's Conrt; Ditto,
Pleader. Assistant  Secrelary,
Pabna Assocition,
Pabna  Beientitic and
Ludustrial Associalion,
ete.
143 " Bogra | Bogra | Dr. Peary Snnker Dass | Brahman | Coctor . | At the Rogra Peoples’
Gupts, 1 M. 8 Agsocislion hell on the
15t Decewber 1903,
144 " " " Babu Mukuda Herayan, | Bengal,  Zemindar, at present of Ditto,
Zmniodar, Shupur, { Bralwwan. | Sonarpure,  Benares
Bogra. City.
116 \ Jalpai- ¢ Jalpaiguri | Babu Trailukya Nath | Brahmio Pleader v | At o meeting of the
' suri i Standing Vongrees Com-
gurk. Moulick. . B -
wiltee, beld na 17th Ue-
cember 1905,
346 h Sen, | Kavnstha, Ditto we | At o meeting of the
" " " n;;h:.l Anoada Charap Sen, [fi".ﬂ:m. . i rionle Union, beld o0
o 23rd December 1909,
147 " " Babu  Tarak  Chendra | Brabmin | . Ditto.
Chukraverty,
148 i i a i alimi er we | At a mecting of
- ” ! BI’;h;l Siceswae Gangulh | Brabovie Flead Branch  Indiun ® Arso-
e ciution aml  Standing
Gongress Committes,
Jeld on 17th December
19v5.
149 . " . Babu  Jogesh Chandra | Kayastha Landholder - Ditto.
Gliosh, b. A.
150 " " " Bubn  Krishna  Mohso | Eshatriya Ditto " Ditto.
viugh, Jotedir.
R . htinr Sipateun) .. | Ata public weeting beld
" ['E:nmpur Siinjgunj | Manshi Rabmatallah ... Mal:loumed Mukbtiar, Sirajgun) t b‘i::j[:unj. e
Salum. ' Decombet 1800,
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151 | Feastern| Rampur | sirajganj | Balu Sasidhar Ney, LM.S.
Beagal | Baulia.
and
Assam,
152 " » " Bubu ALlioy Charan Gaba
153 " " Rampur- | Babu Jadav Govind Sen
Baulia,
154 | Bengal | Berhinm-| Murshida- [ Buba Ramari Mohan Sea
pur. bud.
135 ”» " n Babwn Tlemendranath Sen,
b. L.
153 ” " " Raln Boilkunt Nuth Sen,
B. L,
157 " " " Babu Golap Das Varmanp...
158 »n " " Pabuy  Sudhansushekbar
Bagclhee.
139 " " " Bubu Panog Lal Singha
160 . " » Balin A <lintosh Chucker-
butty, Zemindar.
161 n " " Babu Nafar Das  Roy
162 " Ehiagal- | Bhagalpur | Babnr Surindra Nath
© pur. Basu, ¥, 4, L. b,
163 " " " Babn  Apanta Parshad
Mandar.
164 " » " Mr. H. L. Roy, B.A,,B. L,
¥, T. 8.
1G5 " - " Babu Sri Moban Mulkur
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Koyuasthe | Medical  Practitioner, | At a public meeting Tiels
Muuicips] Conmiswiooer.,  nt Sirajgnnj on the 11tk
Decewber 14303,
" MukDhtar e Ditto,
Baidya Zemindar and Member, { At the Rampur.Baotia
Nutor Loeal bowd. | standing Congress Cos.
millee  on  the 151h
Decernber 1905,
" Zn_mimi»_ur, Municipal At a mecting of thoe
Counnissioner, ﬁ.flll‘alllunbml ARsnpin.
. tion held on  the Yih
December 1905,
" Vakil  nnd Zemindar, Ditto.
76, Mu<jidburee Street,
Caleutta.
" Vakil and Zemindar, Ditto.
YVice-President, Mne-
slhidabrd  associstion:
Municipal  Cotoinis-
sioaer, ele,
Kubatrya | Merchant, Khagra .. Ditto.r
Brahmin | Silk Merchant  and Ditto,
Zemindar,  Municipal
Commissioner.
Kshatrya | Manager, Nelalia estate, Ditto,
Jiagunj  (Murshida-
b,
DBralmin | Zemindar, Kimtita, Ditto.
Aurangabad. '
Kehatrya, | Honorary  Magistrate, Diito,
Becretery, Murshidabad
Arsociation, Zemminda,
Girabazar,
Banzali, | Pleader v | At ameeting hield in the
Kayasiha, Bhagalenr  Bar-Library
oni2th December
1903,
Rihari, | Zemindar, Madhopur, | At a meeting held in tho
Mandu, and Mowber of Loeal | Blugmdpur  Bar-Library
Board and  Shnrer's on 12th Decewber 1909.
institute, Madhopura,
Lengali, | Pleader and Profossor | At a pullic meeting held
Bralumay. | of Law, Vice-Presi- | in the Bar-Library [l
dent of the Dunjiya
Rahitya Parshad; rre-
gident of the Theozo-
phical Socicty 7 lue
Editor to the Pataka
“Xaba Prava” (Cal-
cattn) and “Bebhur
News;” Secrctary
“Swadeshi ™ Commit-
tce, Joint  Becretary
Congress Cowmittee.
Maitelu | Zemindar o Ditto.
Branuin,
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166 | Bepgal | Bliagal- [Bhagulpur / Babu Badri NathUpadiya| Maithil | Zamimlar At o mesting held in
pur Brahtnin. the  Rhagulpur  Bor-
Lalirary oa 12th Decen-
Ler 2905,
167 " " " C. Clowdhary, Esgr. .., " Ditto Ditte.
148 » " n Babu Surindra Nath Dass | Bengali, | Landbolder, Madhipura | Ata publie mecting Lield
Braluuia, ut Blivgdpur on tie 1310
Decewnnber 1903,
169 ” " " Balbu  Barada Prasada " Pleader v | At & ameeting lield  at
Mukerjee, B. L. the Bhagulpur Bar-.
Vabrary  on the 12th
Degembier 1905,
170 " » » Babm Rash Behary Lal [ DBehard, | Zemindar Madhopore... Ditto.
Mandal. Hiuodu.
174 I 1 " AMr. Deepoarain Singh Hindu Zemindar, Barcister-at- Ditto.
Law, Municipal Com-
niissioner,
172 " n ‘| Babu Upendra ¥ath Bagchi,) Benezali, | Vakil, High Sourt; Ze- Ditto.
" ¥ P gehi, ) : '
M. 4,8 L Brahman. | mindatand Chairman,
‘ Bhagalpar Municipa-
lity.
173 Beruserai | Babu Achyntanand 8abay, Behari | Pleader o | At pnilic mocting ekl
H ] »” y y
(Bllll[.;‘dl- B. A. Kayestha, ou the 17th Decembeor,
per ).
173 " Purmea| Purnca | Hon'bla Babu Jogendra | Bengali, | Member of the Bengal | At ﬂ]Pll'{‘“C weating beld
Nath Mukerjee, at.4., B.L.| Bralunin, Legislative  Councily |t I nrowea 0 Gt De-
Commissioner, Purnea cember 1¥03.
Mupicipality.
s, “ n Babu Ram Prashad, 3. . | Behari, [ Pleader, Vice-Chnirman, Ditto.
Kuisth. Purnea Municipality.
176 " " " Bahu Dhannsdhari Prasad » Ditto Ditto,
bingh, M. A, B, L.
177 " " " Babu Chit Nuraia Siogh " Mukhtiar, Laud-holder, Ditto.
efc.
- . . shlie ting
178 " Bhagal- | Monghyr | Babu Upendra Clinndra BAT‘ ;:;] Pleader . A]:.Phs; l}“u! E:;‘m 11-;'?1:(_‘[,'?[1
pur Banerjeo. renE vary, Monghyr, on the
121h Decewber 1903,
- Ti i foars | At apublic mecting lield
170 . Bobu  Jamapa Drasad | Hindu Zamindar, TDankipur; | 4 ; o
' " Behar | Patna ’ [‘:ll}'uutl:u- Manager, General Fa- | at B““l‘“l‘”"r oo 25Lh
dom Japg Rana La- Nuvewber 1003,
haduar.
180 Babu Ramgopal Singh Bhamihar,{ Zaminda t-M ahajan, Ditto.
" " " , Chowdhry, B. A, T L. | Brabmun Plewler, Clm\‘\'ilhr'.tnla
geion of Chowdiry fami- Bankipur; EW“'“*“"}';
1y, Patoa. Escentive  Commit-
’ tee of the Nhunjhar
Bralbmsn Salha and
Member, Debar Ll;md-
, holders' Associstion.
: H iti inz hicld on tha
N tter- | Brahmin | Medical  Tractitinner, At ameeting hd
131 » » " B_a‘:;nll";:r:s Nuth Chatier Maoradpue Post Otlice, 2ith to 20th Novewler
Jel B Bankipur 1903,
. ankipur ... | At public meeting held
182 n " " Babu Manmath Nath Dey, | Kayastin | Pleader, Bankipu N nkipr an e

B. L.

November 1905,
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183 | Bengal [ Behar | Puatna Baba Ram Chander Blia- | Bralimin | Pleader, Baokipus .., At a public meeting held
du:i, B. L, at  Bankipur on  2it)y
Neovewber 1905,
184 " " " Batu Davender Nath Dus | Kayastha L Pleader, Bankipur ... Ditto.
IRE " " " Babu Erishna Sahay, 8. L.{ Behar Vakil and Eaw Lecturer, Ditto.
Kayesthn.] Patna College ; Muni-
cipsl Commissioner ;
Member, District und
Local Boards;Member,
Bekar  Landholders’
Mewber, Bobar Indus-
trial and Agricultural
Association, etc.
" " » Bubut Eali Evwar Sioha, | Eayastba | Pleader and Zemindar ; Ditto:
158 B. L. Author,  Journalist,
Meinber, Behar Land-
. holders’ Association.
" " " Babu Alakh Kowar Sioha, | Kayastha | Zemind ar and Ditto,
187 By A. Secretnry,  Literury
Association, Bankipur.
188 » » » Babu Nilambar Pragad ... | Eayastha | Pleader e Ditto.
” » Chupra, | Babu Chandi Prasad Missiry Brahmin | Pleader end Zemindar | At a public meeting held
189 District on the 25rd December
Saran. 1905,
” " Shaliabad,) Babu Kaylash €handra | Brahmin, | Pleader, Arralh E. L R. | At a General Meeting
150 Arraly, Banerjee, M, A, B, L. Kulin, (Shuhubad). held in the Bur As-
gociation Room on the
18th December 1905,
" ' Bhaliabad | Rabu Shewdhar Prasad... { Kayastla | Zemindar of Clowsa, | Atameeting of the Public
181 District Shahabad, Union  { Association),
. Chowsa, on the 15th De-
. cember 1103,
192 " "> " Babu Slieo Eumar . Agrn.wu-la Zemindur e | At 2 ‘geneml meeting
Jain, held in the Bar Asso-
cintion on the 18th of
Decewmber 1905,
193 » » Shahabad, | Babn Manogala Charaa, Knyasth, Vakil, Avali E. I R, Ditto.
Arrali.. B. A, B, L, Sribastob, | Shiahabadi
194 " " " Buabu Blhugwut Babui, B.4,| Kaynstha, | Pleader and Zemindar | At a general meeiin!.
B, L. Srecbustub, held at Arrah on the
18th Decetnber 1903,
. » " " Babu Reaghubir Saran, [(Rayastha),| Pleader and Zemindar Ditto.
195 B, A, B L. Srivastub )| and  Proprietor  of
Coul Mines, Arrah,
sy o » Munshi Syamlaoania " Pleader, Zamindar ... Ditto.

Saliay.
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197 | Bengal | Behar (Shahabad | Pandit Bichua Dutt Pa Gonr | Pleader, Zemindar [ At a Pablic Meeting held
thak, Brabwin, | Arrali; Becretary,| at Arral on the 18th
Arrah Ratepayers' Aw- | Decewber 1905,
sociation jiund President
of the Arrah Unjon
Club.
198 n " Mozaffer- | Dr. Sarendra Nath Sivha, Kayesth | Doctor on | At a publie meeting on
pur, L. M- &, 13th December 1905,
199 n ” " Bsbu Jnanendra Mohan | Bengali, | Pleader e Ditto,
Datta, B, L, Euyesth. | *
200 " " n Baba Dwarks Nath, B, L. | Behari, Ditto. Ditto,
Kueuth,
201 ) » " Babw  Bersanti Charsn B}ngali, Pleader, Mannging Di- F Ditto,
Binha, M. 4, B.L, Kuestha | rector, Tirhut Stores:
Secretary,  Oricntal
Club; Secretary, Sci-
entific aod Industrial §
Awsociation, District
' Cominittee, Muznifer-
pur.
302 " " " M. Mohammed Akhtar, | Mobam- | Pleader, Municipal Ditto.
M. 4., B, L. wedaa. Commisgioner,
203 n » " Rai Permeshwer Narain | Bolettrya | Zemiodar, HBooorary bitto,
Bshadur, Magistrate.
204 " " ' Babu Durgﬂ Das Singh’ Kshﬂttryﬂ, Zomindar er Ditto.
B. A. Hiadu,
i
205 " Goya.| Gays. Babu Akhowry Lakshmi | Bebari, [ Vakil, Mupicipal Com- | Ata public meeting held!
Nurayan, B, L., Kuyestha, { juissioner, Zemindar on Saturduy, the lgth
{ Decewber 1103,
206 n .”,- w "Babu Anu,p Nnrayan, " Vakil, Municipul Com- Ditto.
B. L. missioner,
207 " n " Babu Keshari Pershad Rﬂjpllf Zemindar, Chowgaio, Ditto,
Singh, 8. A, District Shaliabad,
208 " " " " Babu Kali Prasad Singh | Bralmin | Zerindar, Hasooa, Dis- " Ditte:
trict Gaya (vie Tel-
aiysa, 5.-B. R.)
209 " " " Babu Nand Kishore Lall, | Eayesths | Vakil, and Zewiodar Ditto:
M. A, B L,

210 | United | Allaba-| Allaha- | Pandit Bishambhar Nath | Rashmiri, | Advocate, High Court; 1‘_.ta-puh’|ic meeting, heidt
Provin-| bad. bad, Brahman | Mothigunj oo | in the Kuyasth Putshaly
ces of. ) Hall, on the 1t

Agra Novembuer 1945,
and
QOudh..
all " " 0 Honorahle Rai Bahadur | Nagar, | Advocale, nﬁgh.Cou_rl; Ditto.
t Pundit Sunder Lall ... | Brahnmian | Member, Legislative
Couneil, and Vice-

Chancellor of the Al-

lahabad University.
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2121 Uoiten | Allaha- | Allahabad | Pandit Moti Lal Nelhru | Kashmiri, | Advocate, High Court | At a public meeting held
Provin- | bad. Brulimau in the Kayasth Path.
ces of shala Hall on the 13th
Agra Novewber 1905.
and
Outl.
213 " " " Babu  Chara  Chandra Ilindu Zamindar, Blittrashram Ditto,
Mitter.
214 " " " Hon'ble Pandit Madan | Drahimin | Vakil, Iligh Court; Ditto,
Monun Malavyia, 8. a., Member, Legislative
L. L. B. Council  nnd Fellow
of the  Allalwbad
University.
215 " " " Pandit Baldee Ram Dave | Sagar, Vakil, High Court ... Citto,
Bratwan.
.16 o " » 8. Sioha, Eeq. we | Kayasth | Bar-at-Law, Editor, Ditto,
« Hindustao Review.” '
217 " " ” Dr Tej Bahadur Bapry, Rashwiti,| Advocate, High Court Ditto.
M. A, L, L.D, Bralumin. ‘
218 p " “ Babu  Dwrga  Claran | Beneali, | Vakil, igh Court ... Ditto.
Luverji, B. a. Lraliao,
219 " " » Babn  Davindra Noth, | Bengali, | Vakil, Migh Court, Ditto.
Ohdedar, u, &, L. L. 1. Kayastl. Muthiganj,
220 o » n De. Satish Chandra, Baner-| Begali, | Advacate, Iligh Court Ditto.
ji; M. 4., L L. D. Brahman.
231 " » " Dr. D. R. Raujit 8ingh, | Kayasth | Medical  Practitioner Ditto.
L. M. §. and Zemindar,
222 " " ” Mr. J. Simecn Tudinn Vakil, High Court ... Ditto.
Christian,
223 " " " Mr. Sarat Chandra Chau- { Bengali, | Vakil, High Court, 5, Ditto.
dri, M. A, L. L. B. Eayustha.| Elgin, load.
224 1 " " Babu Nageodra Nath | Vaidya Fournalist e Ditto.
Gupta.
225 » ” " Babn Ramanand Chatterji,| DPrergali, | Prineipal, Kayusth Ditto,
M. A. Brabuve, | Patlishala.
236 " " " Babu  Sitya  Chandra | Bengali, | Vakil, Digh Court. ... Ditto.
Mukerji, o, a., L. L. 8. Brahuan
227 . » " Dr.  Baroda  Prasada | Benzali, | Medical Practitioner .. Ditto,
Dutta, L. M.3. Kay asth.
228 " " " Babu Iswar Saran, B. a. | Knvastha,| Vakil, High Court Ditto.
Hindu,
229 " " " Pundit Mohanlal Nehro Kashniiri, Ditto. os Ditte.
Bralunan
230 " " " Babu Sadan Lal o | Khattad, l Mercliant - Ditto.
231 " ” " Babu Ramnath Bhargava, | Bhargava Ditto. Ditto.
B. 4.
232 " » " Pandit Bal Krishna Bialiman Profeasor, Kayaeth Ditto.
Bhutta. Pathshala,
233 " ' " Babn  Parbati  Charan | Bengali, | Vakil, High Court ... Ditte.
Chatterji. Bralituap.
234 n " - Mr, C. Y. Chintamani ... | [indg, - Ditto.
Bruliman,
235 " " " Babu Lachini Narayan ... . Banker ... Ditto.
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296 UPnited Alli)nh— Allahabod. | Pandit Bhagwati Prasad, | Brahman. | Vaidya, Jolinstonganj | At a pullic meeting held
_Pro- . abad. Fandey. Ruad. at the Anglo Hengali
vnzces o tichnol Hall on the 131h
gra December 1906.
and
Oudh, v
237 " " " Bubu Maheshwar Prusadn, [ Kayasth, | Manager, * Hindustsn Ditto.
B. A. Review.”
238 " " n Mr, Tufail Abmed, B. a. M(:ihm“e- Zewindar, Dist. Budaon, Ditto,
un,
239 " w | Cawnpore | Pt. Brij Narain Gurtu, M.a| Kashmiri | Vokil .. we | At a public meeting con-
. Bralunan. vened by the local Uon-
gress Commiltee on the
. L9th December F9us.
240 " " “ Babu Tryloki Nath Ban- | Rengali | Pleader ... - Ditto.
. nerji, Bralinan,
241 " " " Jwala Prasad, 8. &, LL.R. Vedic, | Vakil .. Ditto,
Kayustha.
242 ” " " Bahu H.C. Clintterji, ». &, | Bengali, | Professor, C. C, College, Ditto.
F. & 0. ¢ Bralunan | Uawngpore.
243 " . " Babu Bansi Dhar .., | Vuish, Rais, Municipal Com- Ditto.
missioner.
244 " " " Babu Anand Swarup .. Vedic, | Pleader, President, [litto
Kayastha | Arynsamaj Secretary,
D. A. V. College Com-
mittee,
245 " " " Dr. 8.W.Sen, L. M.8, ... | Benguli | PrivateZPractitioner ... Ditto,
Vuidya.
246, " " " Baba Muanna Lal . | Kayastlia.| Pleader .- Ditto.
247 " " " Bubu R. C. Chatterji. Bengali, | Leatlier Merchant, Ditto.
Brahiau,
248 " " “ Mr.R.C. Sen, Engioeer. [ Bengali | Engineer e Ditto,
Vaid.
249 » o |Dehrs Dun.| Babu Jyoti Swaroop. Arya. | Vakil, Hony. Magis- | At & meeling of the
trate. Congresn  LLolmnittee,
Debira Dun,
250 saharanpur.| Mr. Nihal Chand, M.A. Vaishyn. | Adencate, High Comt. | Atn pullic meeting of
" " Bar.-at-Law, the citizens nf Ralarun-
pur, held on th Decens-
ber 1903,
251 ., . N Kuar Pirthi Singd, Rajput | Prince of Sukit Stute, Ditto.
252 " " o Mr. Joti Prasod. Blirgnva. | Pleader - Ditto.
253 " ” ” Pandit Mohan Lal, Brahmap | Bar-at-Law - Ditto.
aON . i 3 is- blic meeting con.
264 » " Morada- | Babu Brij Nandno Pra Rhatri | Vakil, Honorary Magie- [ At apu 7 o
‘ 8. L LD, Hindu. trate. vened at the Mission
bad, sliad, . 4., L ? High Schnol, Mocadnbing
on the 16th December,
1905.
Lala Batu Ram Vrish. | Mukhtar - Ditva,,
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255 | United l Allaha- |Moradabad | Babu Ruj Kumar Baverji, | Bongali | Medical Practitioner... | Ata public meeting held
Pro- bad. Al A, - Brahmman. . on.the 16th Deceinber,
|vinces of :
Agraand
Oudh,
257 " " Rmmaon. | Pt. Lukehmi Dutt, Pande, { Brahmen. | Vakil, Bigh Court, | 4t a publi.c meeting
B. A. . : Almora. leld at Almora on the
. 10th Deceinber 1905.
258 " . Bareilly, | Buldeo Pershad w | Rayastha. | Pleader, Zemindar, Pra- | At a public mesting held
sident, Arya Bamaj, and] at Bareilly on the 28th
Governor, Arya Sumaj|l November )805.
Orphanage, Bareilly, . .
259 " " " Seth Puran Pershad, Arya Vajel.| Rais nand Municip-ul Ditto,
Commis»io&aer.
260 “ »»  |Shalijaban-| B. Kalka Prosada, B. A., | Kuyastha, | Vakil, High Court, | At a meeting held on the
. pur. L L. B, Tilhar-- . 215t December 1905.
261 i " Meerut. | B. Pearay Lall Elheun. Arya Agar-| Rais, Sadder Kachery | Ata public meeting held
wal. Bazaar. . on the 26th of Novem-
ber 1405,
262 »" " “ Babu Lachman Prasad | Agarwal | Vakil sor Ditto.
B, A, -
263 " " " Lala Seeta Ram, M. a. Vaizly Rais, Baoker and Za. Ditto.
. : Agarwg]_ mindar.

264 " " - B. Kunwar Behari Lal. Kaynetl, | Vakil. . Ditto.

265 " " " B. Baboo Lall, B, &. Vaish, Ditto. Ditto.

- 2606 ,. " " Babu Ghati Ram, M A, " bitto. Ditto.

267 » " ” Lala Jagan Nath, Vaish, | Rais and Zamindar ... Ditto.\

: Agnrwal,

268 " " " Choudhary Radhe Lall, Bralinan, | Pleader . Ditto.'

269 " » Agra, Pandit Gobind <=ahai | Brahmac. | Advocate «: | Ata public meeting of
Sharma, B, a., Barister- - the Congress Committea
at-Law. Agra, held on the 2Zlet

Novenber, 1905.

270 i " " Pandit Prahbu  Dayal, | Bruliman. | Pleader e Ditto,

B, A, .

271 " " " Pandit Rajoalh " Rein and Laoodholder, Ditto.

Chhili Int.

272 ” . ” Babu Gopal Prasad oo | Blargava. ' Rais ar;d Landholder, Ditto.

273 " " " Professsor Manmatha Bengnli | Professor, 8. Jolin's Ditto,
Nath Ghosh, . a, Kayastha | College, Agra.

274 ” » " Professor’ Bani Kanta | Bengali Ditto. Ditto.

- Datta, b, A. Kuyastha

275 " ”» Muttra, | Radha .Charan Goswami | Goswami | Hony. Magistrate ... | Ata public meeting held

Vidya Jogish, Braliman. on the 29th November
' 1905.

276 " " Aligarh. | Mr. Ishur Das, Varsheni, | Vaishya. | Manager Oriental Glase | At a public meeting held
M- A, C.1, Clemical Works, Sikandra Rau, | at Dharam Sunaj, Ali-
Engineer, Aligarh. garh on 20th December

1005.

277 " " " Babu Girdheri Lall, ¢ - n} Vaishya. | Vakil Ditla,
’ Agarwal. .

278 " " Lala Rishen Dyal, Ditto.
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279 gzlvt:;]d All)[lr:}m- Aligarh, | Babu Chnmen Lol ,. Vaialiya | Banker 'and. Factoy | Ata public weeting held
oo . Agarwal, | owuer, Khurja. on 20th December, 1906,
Agra '
& Qudh. ]
280 ” » " Babu Lokmun Das, LL.B. | Vaish, | Vakil, Aligarh. . Dittn,
281 » " - Babu Hira Lal v - " Ditto.
282 " " » Syed Faznl Hagan Hngrat | Moham- | Editor, “Urdn-i-Moalla”, Ditto,
. B A medun,
283 1 ” " Dr. Muoohar Lal o | Kayastha, Mer.iicn-l, Practitioner, Ditto,
284 n " ..‘ Thakur Kedar Nath, B. A, | Thakur. | Vakil Ditto.
LL B
286 » ) " Mr. Babn _Lal Govilla, Vaish. | Conenlting Engineer | At a public meating held
Textile Engineer and : and Factory QOwoer, | at Dharm Saunaj, Ali-
Chewmist (Tokio). Ehurja. garh on 20th December
1905,
286 " » | Maiopuri | Pandit Debi Dayal | Braman. | Vekil, Judge's Court,| At apublic meeting held
Pathak, ». a. on the 20th Decem ber,
1905.
287 » " " Babn Shiam Suoder Lal. | Rayasth. Ditto. Ditta.
B, Ay L L B, .
288 " " Etuly. Balw Pullj Bshadur Varma, Aryan Vakil ,.., Ata puh'lic meeting held
M. A, LL. B. Kayastha. at  Etah oo the 3rd
November 1805,
289 " " Farrukhia- | Chiowdliry Maklhan Lall, | Brabman | Pleader «e | At a public meeting held
bad, Chowbey. . on 17th December 1905
ut Furrnkhabad.
290 " " " Pundit Slieo Praxad. Bralimao. | Pleuder Ditto.
291 » » " Balwm Suraj Prasad. Arya Pleader and Contractor, Ditto.
Ehatri.
292 " » " Baln Shawbhu Narayao, { Fayasth, | Zamindar, Eanouj ... Ditio,
293 " " Jhonsi. Balm  DBusant Kuwmar | Gengali Pleader, District Court, | At meeting held on the
Sanyal, Braliman. 220d December 1903
294 “ " " Pundit Gopal Dass B. A, | Gujrati, | Vakil - Ditto,
L L. B. Brahman.
295 " " Mirzapur. | Babn Sri Ram Khatri. Pleader and Zamiaodar, | At a public meeting held
Vedic. Member, District and on the 17th Decembsr
Municipal Boards. 1905,
296 " o » Batin  Muhadeo Siogh, |Kshattriya | Pleader, Zawindsr and Ditto,
. B. A, LL B. Banker.
]
297 " " " Babu Judn Nath Singh, " Zawindar and Banker, Ditto.
298 " " " Munshi Bindeshri Per- | Kayasth. | Pleader and Zamindar, Ditto.
shad.
299 " " " Munshi Bhagwan Praasad, “ Vakil. Ditto.
) B. A .
300 " - Babn Aplhore Nath Mu- | Brabman. Ditto. Ditto,
karjee, B. A, L L. B.
301 " " " Mupshi Ganga Prasad (1) [ Kayastha. Plender and Zamiadar, Ditio.
302 " " ',, Munshi Mahadeo Pershad - Pleader - Ditto,
B. A,
303 " " Pandit Blwgwan Pershad, | Brahmao, | Zuniodar - Ditto,

Puthuk.
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3c4| United | Allaha- | Mirzapur. | Lala Basant Lal e | Agarwalo, ) Shellne: Merchant and ' At a public meeting held
Fro- bad Broker. on the 17th December
vinces of 1905.
Agraand
Ulldh
305 " " " Lala Raj Bahadur Lal ... | Kayastha. [ Pleader. . Ditto,
306 " " » Lala Ganga Pershud, [11. | Agarwala. | Merchant apd Banker, Ditto.
307 " " " Babu  Maliabir Pershad | Bhuiobar. | Pleader and Zamindar Ditto.
Singh, Korh.
308 at " » Munshi Sheomorsh Lul | hayastha. | Pleader - Ditto.
B. A,
309 ” - » Seth Debari Lalji ve [ dgorwela, | Merchunt, Banker, Ditto.
Mill-owner,
319 " " " feth Kunj Lalji v " Ditto. Ditto.
31 » " o+ Lala Pareotam Dass ... Arya, Proprietor of the firm of Ditto.
Eulwar, Paddi ke Parsotam
Daax, Shellac  Manuo-
fucturer and Wood
Merchant.
31 - " " Babu Munoo Lal. Khatri, | fervice and Zamindari, Ditta.
313 " “ ” Babu Durga Pershad, Ehatri. | Stone  Mercliant and Ditto.
Contractor.
314 ” " " Molimmmad Absan Sabeb, | Mobamme-! Zamindar, Cjo M. Fur- Ditto.
dan, Syed.| znnd Al
315 » ” » Munshi Luchman Pershad. | Koynstha.| Lecal Practitioner, Wel- Ditto.
lesly Gunj
316 " " y Bubu Beni  Pershad. |Bhargava. | Stone Merchant, Con- Ditto.
tractor, Honorary
Mugistrate  Member
District and Munici-
pal Boards,
317 " " " Babu Badri Narain Chou- | Brabmas. | Zamindar - Ditto.
dbari,
318 ” » . Babu Raghonath Dass, | Eulwar, | Proprieter of the firm Ditto.
Fakir #am Raghonath
[hws, Banker and
shellac Maoufacturer.
34 » " " Lala Monobar Dass. Rustogi. | Zumindar,and Medicul- Ditto.
Proctitioner.
320 " ” " Baba Malbadeo Pershad. | Kulwar Proprietor of the firm Ditto.
of Sheamber Ham
Mahadeo P ern liad,
shellae Manufacturer,
321 s ” " Babu Kunj Mohan Mu- | Bralman, | Contractor aee Ditto.
kurjee.
322 " ’ " Sabu Beni Pershad ... | Kulwar. Of the frm of Shao- Ditto
eharan  Ram  Sabai
Ram Banker,Zamindar,
Shellac Mannfacturer.
323 »” ” " Babu Mahadeo Ram. | Kulwar. | Proprietor of the finn Ditto.
{Kulai Ram Mahaduo
Ram. Banker, Sheilac
Manufacturer.
324 it " Babu Bhagwan Dass, { Kulwar, | Proprictor of tie firm Ditto.

Lid

Budhin Ram Bhagwan
I1ass, Banker, thellac
Manufacturer,
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325 | United | Allaha- | Ghazipur. | Ps N . ) .

Provia- budd, pur. Panduy Ral‘ll Saran Lﬂ]) \‘Kln? aath, anl,lnl!ﬂr-' V-lce_(]hﬂi,-_ Ata puhﬁc Ineoting held
ces of nvastava, man, District Board, | on the 6th December,
Aurn & (:enerul Becretary,
Uudh. Kuyustlh Conterence.
26 : '

3 » " » Muonehi Ishwar Prosad. | Eayasth. [Zemindar and Pleader, | Ata public meeting hnld
Member of the Dis- | at the Uity  Librury
trict Board. Ghazipur, bth Decesw-

ber 1405,

327 ” " " Babu Ehuddu Raij, Bhunihar, | Pleader and Municipal Ditto.

Brabman. | Commissioner.
328 n n n Babu Bhola Nath Rai " Vakil Ditto.
B. A.

329 n n " Rai Saheb Panday Chatbe | Rayastha [ Zamindar and House Ditto.

Dhari Lal. Srivastava | Proprietor, Member
Dintrict and Municipal
toards.

330 " n  [Gorakbpur,| Charu Chander Das, 1. 4 Bengali. | Vakil, High Court, | Ats public meeting held
L L. B. _ on 26th Novewber 1403,

331 " " " Babu Jugul Kishore, B. a. Juin, | Pleader - Ditto.

Agarwal,

332 " " » Muoshi Chliote Lal ... Kuyastha. | Plender and Landholder, Ditto,

33 " » Mupshi Shew Naodan " Vakil ... Ditto.
Prasad.

334 " 1" Azamgarh | Muoshi Bhairon Pershad. " Vakil ... e | At a public meeting held

on the 17th December
, 1935,
335
» " » Munshi Basdeo Sahay w. |  Aryn, | Late Teacher, Mission Ditto.
Kayustba. | High School.
336
» " Begares. | Batw Sham Sundar Dass | Kbatei ... | Seeretary Nagei Pra- | Ata public meeting beld
B. A, charni Sablis. an Sunduy the luth De-
cetnber 190G,

337 ” " n Babu Kalyon Daes, B. A, | Agarwala.) Banker and Zewindar,., Ditto.

338 » " " Rai Batuk Prasad . | Hindu, " Ditto.

339 n » " Babu Gajadhar Prosad ... | Vaish ... Bonker s Ditto.

340 » » " Md. Rahmatullah. Moham- | dedical Practitioner... Ditto.

madan,

34 » n » Babu Badri Prashad. Ehatri. | Zomindar ana Banker, Ditto,

342 " " " Mr. G. L. Bhaw, DBuar-at- | Hindu. Bar-at-Law .- Ditle.
Law.

343 » » " Dr. Radhika Nath Sabai, | Gandlia. | Private Practitioner .. AF a meeting of the
M. R.C. P, Gald Medal- |  bani. Sujan Swiaj bbb on the
list in Medicine and 21st Decewber.
Burgery.

344 " " " Pandit Chhaono Lal, | Bhatme- | P lender, Seccretary Ata public meeting held
J yobshi. wara, Kashit Sujan Samn]. on 10th Deventbier il

Brahman. at a specinl mecting of

the Kashi Bngun sigua]
held on the 21st Decdin-
ber 1405,
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345 | United | Allaha- | Benares. | Bubu Lukshmi Dass ... Vuish Bunker ws | At w pullic meeting held
Pro- bad. oo 1he 10th December
vinces of 1105,
Agra and
Qudh.
346 " " » Babn Kali Charap Mn- | Brahmaa, | Dmegist, Clo, 8. D.Mu- Ditto,
kerjee. kerjes.
347 " " " Babu Gopal Dass. Sipnhi, | Ranker and Zemindar, Ditto.
Nugar. Hounorary  'I'reasurer
Bugun, Upien.
348 " ” " Pandit KErishpaji Rao, |Maharatta, | Teacher and President, | At a special meeting of
Pushwath Moghe, B, A. | Ursbmin. | Maberatta School | the Kashi Sujun Same;
. Bourd, heid on the 318t Devem-
ber 1905,
319 " " » Rao Mudho Rao Earmar- " Money Lender wee Ditto.
kar.
350 " " " Pt. Raviram Jaini ... [Brehman, {Zemi ndarand Banker... Ditto,
Vaduagra, )
351 " " " Pandit Cheda Lal wes | Brahman, | Vakil, District Court... | At a public meeting held
Satinewars. on the 10th Decem-
ber 19u5.
352 " » " Babu Moti Chand e | Agarwal | Banker s Ditto.
353 " » " Pandit Igbal Nuraio | Kashmiri | Educationalist, Central Ditto.
Gurtu, M. A. LL.B. Bralunan. {  Hindu College,
3h4 " " » Babu Gange Praead Vaish, | Merchant " Ditto.
Gupta.
355 » " v D. H. Dutt, Esq, B 4., | Brahman. | Professor of Plysics, Dicto.
(Cantab). C. H. Collego.
356 " " " Pandit Babu Nandanji Gonr, Pliyaician Ditto.
Vaidya. Bruhuaun,
357 ” " » Babu Jogul Xishore ... | Khatri. | Paoker and Zamindar... Diite,
338 " " " Mr, Ramesh Chunder Dutt,{ Eayasth. | R-venus Minister, Ba- [ At a meeting of the
c L B roda, Benares Reception Com-
nuittee, held on the 26th
' December 1905,
359 " " " Babe 8hiv Sbanker .., | Chattri. | Zemindar and Banker | At a public mesting held
on Sunday the 1¢th De-
cemnber 1905,
360 ” " » Syad Basheer-ud-Din ... Syed, Plender o« | At & special meeting of
Mabomme- the Kashi Sujan Sumaj
dan on the 21st December.
261 " " » Munshi Saokta Prosad ... Klhattri, | Zemindar v | Ata public meeting of
the citizend of lSenares,
on 18th Decewmber 1903.
362 " " " Babn  Senkta Preead. [ Khattri. { Member, Kashi, Sujan | At a public meeting beld
(Urdu Poet). Sumaj, on the 10th December
1905 and at a special
meeting of the Kushi-
Bujan Sumaj, on the 21st
December 1403,
363 " ” " Mr, J. Mukerji v | Brahman. | Retired Government | At a public meeting held
Servant. on Sunday the 1Uth De-
cembar 19056,
364 " " " Babu Hurry Das, Rouh... | Gujrati, | Zemindar and Banker, Ditto,
Vuish,
365 “ " " Pandit Surendra Narayan { Braliman, ! Service .en Ditto.
Biiarma,
366 " " " The Hon. Munshi Madhe " Zemindar and Banker, Ditto.
Lal, Member of the Legis-
lative Council,
367 . " " Babu Buldeo Das Veyas, Honorary Magistrate,

B. A.

Ditto.
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308 | United | Qudb. |Lucknow. | Munshi - , o
Pro. " ueknow ‘;‘;‘r’ﬂ:: Ganga Prasad | Kbatri. Editor *Advecate” and | At a public meeting held
vinces of ’ the “Hindustani” Fel- at Luckpow on the 15th
Agraand law of the Allahubad, | Decomiber 1405 in the
Oudh, Univerfity, Advocate Library Hall,
369 n n n P][;ll:;]t'iat, MG:kﬂLl'iln BNalh, Braliman. [ Vekil Municipal Alember, Ditto.
A, LLE
370 " " » P];\]nj;li; Ganesh  Behari, " Zamindari, Golaganj, Ditto.
an " " " Bubu Lukshroan Prashad, | Keyestha | Plender, M j
) ) shakganj, i
Srivastava, B, A, ' o Ll.lllck;ow, ashikgan) Ditto,
372 _, " " Brij Kishore . e Pleader e Ditto.
L4 . .
373 " " " Babu Hira Lal Rai e Medical Practitioner .., Ditte.
374 " n " Bﬁ},’; Bhooban Mohan Bruhmc!. Trader e Ditto.
375 " " " Babu Parshadi Lall ... | Ehatri. . Ditte.
376 " » " Bubu Shinm Soonder Lall,| Rhatri. | Contractor and Mill D tto.
owper Nuozirebod.
a77 " " " Muoshi Hidayata! Hasep,| Mohame- | Mohan District, Unao Ditto,
dun,
a7g " " ot Dr. H. D. Pant, L. M. 8, ) Brahman. | Physician aad Surgeon. D tte.
an " ” " G. M. Addul Hakim | Bunni. Lucknow s Ditto,
Khan.
380 " " » Shaikh Fayysz &li ... | Mohame- | Zemindar - Ditte.
dan.
as1 " " " Babu Brahmanand || Bengali, | Seeretary, U.1.C,, Paper Ditto.
Sinha, M. A, Kayestha,] Mills Co., Litd., Luck-
now.
382 " ' " Pandit Bishun Narayan | Hindu, | Bar.-st-Law Ditto.
Dar.
383 " » " Babu Haray  Kishen | Ebatri. { Vakil, Goldarwaza, Ditto
Dhaon, B.a,LL,B,
384 " " » M. Saddiq Mirza e | gnopi. | Lucknow Ditto.
385 . » » M. Hirday Narayan .. | Ehatri, | Agentof the Appoint. Ditto,
’ ment Procuring
Agency.
386 " " " Babu Chail Bihari Lal B.a.| Eaistha, | Vakil, Sitapur Ditto,
387 . n " Pandit Shyam Manohar Brahoan. | Vakil, Kashmiri Mo- Ditto.
Nuth, Sharga M.4. L. L.B,, halla
388 " ” " Mr. C. M. Roy,c. B. ... | Bengali, Engineer e Ditta.
Kuyastha.
389 " " » Babu Vateh Bahadur, | Ditto. Vakil, High Court, Ditte.
Nigam,
390 " Meer Mohammad Ali ... | Moham- | Service e Ditto.
n " medan.
391 ' Babu Munna Lal oo | Kalwar. | Banker and Zamindar, Ditte.
n " Burabaoki.
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302 | United | Oudb. | Lucknow.| Babu Madan Mohan .. | Ehatri. | Accountant, Allahabad | At a public meeting held
Pro- Bank. on the 15th Decewber,
vinces
of Agra
and
Qudh,
393 . " " Babu Srikrishan Das ... " v Ditto.
394 " " " Bebu 8alig Ram, - " Railway Contractor, Ditto,
335 a " " Babn Akhoy Kamar Bose, | Rengali, | Pleader, Sitapur ... Ditto,
B. A Kayesth,
390 " " " Babi  Krishea Baldev, { Khatri. | Zemindar, Kalpi dis- Ditto.
Varma, trict, Juluun.
307 » ” ” Lala Muoou Lal, Varma. " Zemindar end  Rais, Ditto.
Rath, ISalpi District,
Jalaun.
398 . " " Swami Akhandanand Ji, | Sannyasi. Ditto,
399 » ”» “ Pt. Kushi Praead Misra. | Brahmin, | Updeshak . Ditto.
400 " » " Babu Ganga Shankar, B. A. | Eaystha, | Kaiserhagh .- Ditto.
401 " " " Pandit 8okhdeo Bihari, |Brahmin. | Vukil, Zomiodar Ditto.
Misra, B, 4., L L. B.
402 » » " Babit  Awadh  Behari | Hindn, | Vakil Pertobgath .., Ditto.
Lall, Boa., 1. B Kayastha
403 » n Fyzabud. | Thakur Mabadeo Siogh, | Kshatriya.] Vakil e | At a public meeting held
B. A. on the 16th Decewber
1805,
404 " » " Thakur Lal Behari Singh, ’ Zemindar and viee Ghair- Ditto,
B. A, LL. B, man Mubicipal Board,
408 " " " Babn  Raldeo  Prasad, | Rhattri. | Advocate Ditto,
Zemindar,
406 " ” " Bsbu Gopal Lal, m. 4., | Hindu. Vakil, ‘Zumindnr and Ditto.
Municipal  Commis-
sioner.
497 " n » Bilu Dhani Ram, Bao- | Agarwala. | Banker, Fyzabad ... Ditto.
ker wd Zemindar.
408 ) " " Lala  Deokali Pershad, | Khatri. Banker Member, Muni- Ditto,
cipal Beard.
409 » " " Blini~a Sheo Shankar ” Zemindar,  Akbarpur, Ditto.
Perea . Mewber, District Board,
410 » " " Bai Goinl Corond Bulas " Zemindar,  Honorary Ditto.
duae, M agistrate and Vakil,
111 ”» " " Babn Baahanatly 8 i, " Ditto. Ditto.
B a,+t ...
412 " " Rai Bareil- | Pawdit Sl Datarey, Braliman, | Pleader At s pllhﬁc meeting held
ly. at Hue Bareilly oo 23rd
. Vecenber 1905.
3% Punjab| Pugjabl  Delii. | Thouas Corr Morion. E-; t Bar-al-Law, Delhi At a public menting held
on the 15th Decewbar.
1905.
tii » " " JRad Szhibh Girdhord Lal. Vaish Governwent  Pleader, Ditto.
Aparwal,
115 n Dethi. “ Lala Chandu Tal, Clawal- | Vaish, Merchant .. Ditto.
woalu,
|
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16 } Punj: Jhi i :
4 Punjab | Punjb Dethi Paodit BehariLal Sharina | Brabman | Marwaries’ Guru .., | Ata public moeting bold
‘;ﬂlﬂ_hc 18th December
a7 ] ” w | Lala Bhiri Ram we | Vaish 1 Indian Cloth  Shop, e Ditto.
Agarwal. | Harishan Ray & Co,
Nui Sarak,
418 . " " Lala Banarsi Das, B, A .. Arya, Choori Wala Molialla Ditto.
Agurwal.
419 " " Umballa | Lala Ganeshi Lal, 5 4., ['Agarwal | Pleader . | Ata ‘pulnlic meeting held
LL B (;:1 the 10th Lecewber,
: 05,
420 » " ”" Pandit Madho Ram, B, A, | Drahman " an > Ditto.
221 n n " Lalla Dwarka Das, . A. | Arya Pleader, Ciief  Court, Ditto.
Puujab, Lahore.
492 | . » v » Lala Badri Pershad, . ., | Agarwal | Plender - Ditto.
LL B
493 " . " Rao Joideva Bingh ... | Rajput Jagirdar . Ditto.
L]
424 " " " Lalo Shib Saran Dag .., | Agarwal | Wheat merchant .., Ditto.
495 " " » Lala Kashi Ram " " Lala Bihari Mal Bishan- Ditto.
: Ler Das, Bankera.
496 " " " Lala Gunga Ram o " Banker, Municipal Com- Ditto,
missioner.
427 " " " Lala Duni Chand, B 5. ... Sud Pleader e Ditto.
498 " " " Sardar Jhanda Siogh, B.4,, | Khatri " Ditto.
L L B
499 1 " I Lala Kas]l“lil‘i Mal [N ” 1" ant Ditto.
430 " . " Lala Karam Chand ... | Agarwal [ Manager, Upper India Dhto.
Flour Milla,
431 n n » Babu; Hari Nath Mukerji Bengali | Medical Practitioner .. Ditto.
Brabman,
432 n " n Babu Skama Charan, Ma- :  Beogali Proprietor, Medical Hall Ditto.
kerji. Bralman,
433 " " Ferozepore Lala Kirpi\ Bamn Badliwar Khatri Rais, Landlord, Mill At a public meeting on
Qwner aod Hanker. the 17th Decewber 1005
434 n " » Lala Brijlal Badhwar ... " Mill Owoer aad Banker Ditto,
5 v Lala Jai Gopal, M. 4, Hindu arrarten At n pnblic mecting held
435 ' " " ala Jai Gepal, oa 25th Deceinber 1905.
har D o | Famoh |Manager, PunjabiCotton At a public meeting held
436 ” " » Lala Tehar Dos Hindu, Factory: Muttes City.  |on the 17th Decetber 1305,
Eishori Chand ., | Hhatri | Rais Municipal Com- Ditto.
437 " " » Lala Kishori missioner, Mill Owner,
Laodiord and Uanker,
438 n n n ) Lala Rudha Kishen Badh- » Raig and Banker ... Ditto.
wart.
39( ” " Lata Judav Nath Badh- | Raig  ome Ditto.
wal, B. A
440 " " " Lala Harji Ram - N Pleader, Chicf Court Ditto.
44l ” " » Lala Ram Lal, B.A, LLB, Arora l’leuder, ist Grade ... Ditto.
a2 | " . Luls Shiv Narain, 5.4 | Khate} | Pleader, 2od Grade ... Ditte.
443 " " » Lula Barkat Ram, 5, 8., | Khatri, | Pleader pie.

LL. B.

Arya.
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Punjab | Puvjub | Ferozpur | Lala Bhana Ram, B. 4 Vaish Pleader, 1st grade ... | At a public meeting leld
Agarwal at Ferozpur on the 17th
December 1305,
" " " Lala Mokaud Lall, » &, | Khatri »” Ditto.
" " Gujran- | 8. Narain Singl, B, &, ... Sikh Pleader, Guiranwala; | At a pullic meeling held
wala, Contractor ; Merchaut. on the 23rd  Decewber
1905,
" " " 8. Ram Singh . . " o Ditto.
" " " 8. Sant Siugh .- » " o Ditto.
" " " S, an.al Singh " " . Ditto.
» » " Siriar Gopal Singh .. » Merchant - Ditto.
. » " Sirdar Narain Singh, b, A " Pleader v Ditto.
" " ,, Ram Singh Eabuli .., ’ Conlractor o Ditto.
" " " Sirdar Sant Singh - " " Ditto.
N » Lahore | Lala Lajpat Rui Arya[. Vice-President, D.A. V. | At a public meeting held
College ; Managiog | on the (9th December
Cownnittee, Director, | 1903,
Puujab Natinnal
Bank ; Pleader, Chief
Court,
" " " Sirdar Autar Bisgh .. " Bar.-at-Law e Ditto,
» " " Sirdar Shivdev Singh ... " Proprietor, Punjab Iren| ° Ditto,
Works.
" y o Rai Sahib Maya Das ... " Pleader and Managing Ditto.
Director, Punjab and '
Kashmir Tradiug Co.
” » » Lala Har Kishan Lal, .o| Hindu | Bar.at-Law and Manag- Ditto.
(Cantab.) ing Uirector of People’s
Bank, &c¢., &e,
» " » 8. Gurcharan Singh, ©.a,, Sikh Advoente, Chief Court; Ditto.
LL. b., Bur-at-Law. Landlurd; Fell ow,
Punjab  University;
Profesgor, Law Col-
lege.
» , n Pandit Ram Bhaj Dutta Aryn, | Pleader . Ditto.
Choudhry, B. A, L L. B, Brahman,
Mohyal.
" " . Mr. 8. 8. Dhatia, 3. 4., | Hindu | Pleader and Editor, Ditto,
L L.B. the “Daily Times.”
" . . Me. B, L. Bhatia, B, Sc. " Mnnager,Punjab Science Ditto.
Institute and Work-
shop.
" " " Rai Salib Lala Bukh Dial " Plender, Civief Court Ditto.
L}
" " " Mr. Duni Chand, Bar.- " Advocate, Chief Court Ditto.
at-Luw,
.
” " " Babu 8. K. Bose " Proprietor, Bose Dros. Ditto.
and Uo.
" . " Mr. Mansa Ram, B A, ... " Pleader, Rawalpindi w. Ditto.
” " " Mr. Lachlmi Naraio, p.a., " Pleader Ditto.
LL. B.
” " " AMr. Gunpat Rai " Bor.-at-Law and Muni- Ditta.
cipal Cominissioner.
" " " Mr, Durga Dus, p. 4, Arya | Pleader Chief Court. Ditto,

1. L. B.
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470 | Punjab | Punjab | Lalrore Lala Sangam Lal, B &, [ Arya
B. L.
a7l " " " Mr. Nanak Chand, Bar.- | Hindu
at-Law.
472 m » " Lala Dharam Chand, B.a,, "
L LB
a5, " " Lala Dhanpat Rai, b.a.| Arya
474 » " " Lala Gopal Saliai e Arya,
Ehutri.
475 n " " Mahashia Ramy Chend ... | Brahman
476 I » " Babn B. C. Cbatterjee, ; Bengali,
Bar.-at-Law. Brabman.
477 1 " " Babu Sohan Lal - Arya
478 " " " t't. Balak Ramn Paodey Hicdu
an | o " Slrc:‘arnnharat Singh, B.s.,| Sikh
480 " » Mr. Xihal Chaod Mebra, | Hindu.
' B. &, LL B, Bar-at-
Law.
481 " " " Sheikh Iinam Baksh, B. A. | Mohame-
dan,
482 . " " Mr. Indar Narayan Brij | Ehatriya
Mohun Lal, B. &.
483 " " " Lala Gopal Chand, B. A, | Hindu
LL. B.
434 " " " Pandit Ookar Nath "
Zutshi.
485 " " " Lala Eashi Nath Eapur "
486 " " " hi‘r.LMl;)han Lal Seth, B.A., "
487 " " " Bakhehi Tek Chand, M. A. | Arya
488 " " . Mr. Macan Gepal e "
489 Lala Hans Ruj, Bar-at- | Hindu
1] n” L] LuW'
490 " " . Malik Haroom Singh, B.A. Sikh
491 " " Amritsar | Lala Sheo Narain, B. & .. Hindua
402 " " Jullandur | Doctor Pundit Ram Nath Arya
403 " Lala Badri Dass, M, A. ... | Kbatri

4194

Lala Deo Baj

"

Pleader, Chief Court ...

Zamindar and Pleader,
Chief Court,

Advocate

Managing Apent, Pioneer,
Leather Co., Ld,

[LITTINEL)

Metchaot aed Contrac-
tor, Rawalpindi.

Pleader, Chief Court...

Proprietor, Medical Hall

Pleader ... e

Reis

Ata public meeting held
on the 9th December 1905.

Advocate, Chief Court Ditto.
Pleader, ChicE Court ... Ditto.
" Ditto.
Cloth-Merchant, Ho- Ditto.
shiarpur.
Merchant and Musici- Ditteo,
p al Counmissioner.
Advocate Ditto.
Pleader, Chief Court... Ditto.
Auditor of Accounts ... Ditto.

At n general meeting of the
Indinn Associntion held
en the 19th December
1905.

At general mectiog of the
Indinn Association held oo
the 14th Decernber 1905

Ditto.

At the general meating
" of the Indian Association
held on 19th Decewmber
1803.

Secretary, Kayosth Ditto.
Sabha ; Fecretary, Lis-

trict Bar Association j

and Pleander, Uhief

Court, .

Lawyer . Ditto.
Merchant ves Ditto.
Pleader, Kasur o Ditto.
Lawyer e Litto.
Merchant Ditto.
Advocate we | At a mecting of the dele-

gates lield on the 25th
December 1903,

Ditto.
At a pnblic meeting held
on the 19th Lecewber,

At a public meeting held
on the Y1l Decemsber 1906.

Ditto.

Dilto.
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495 | Punjab | Punjab | Jagadhri | Mr. Anood Swarup, B, A, Hindy Service ... o |Atameeting of the Indian
Association held on 24t
December 1905,
496 " 5 |Gujranwala) Eunwar ITarpam Singh, | Sikh, Jat | Adrocate... «. | At a public meeling held
Bur.-at-Law. on the 23rd Decem
1405,
497 " “ " Sirdar Gulab Singh .. Sikh Managing Proprietor, Ditto.
Cil and Flour Mills.
498 " " - Lala Khom Chand ...} Hindu | Pleader Ditto,
499 ” . Lyalpur | Lala Ram  Chand Mao- Vaidic | Pleader, Chief Court | Ata public meeting held
chanda, B, 4, L L. B Arora, ) on the 17th December
1905.
500 " " “ Lala Bodl: Raj e | Khatei | Legal Practitioner .., Ditto,
501 " " " Me. Jugatram e | indu Ber.-at-Law Ditto,
502 2 " Shabpur | R. L. Sawhney, Lsqr. " Zamindar, Bhera At a public meeting held
. on 22nd December 193,
503 " " - Lala Brij Lal,Puari s Ehatri Pleader . Ditto,
504 " " " Lala $uhib Ditta Mal, p.a.| Bhalia " “ Ditto.
605 " n " Sardar 8ujan Singh, u.a., 8ikh " Ditto,
LL. B.
506 " " . Sardar Melital Singly ., " Bar.-at-Law Ditto.
507 » " ” Lala Mangal Suin Sethi, | Ehatri Pleader ... Ditto.
B. A, LL, B,
508 » »  |Hoshiarpur| Lala Faqir Chand, B, A,... | Hindu " «» | Ata public meeting held
on 17th December 19035,
609 »” " " Lala Karam Chand ... ” Cloth Merchant, Ludhi- Ditto,
Da,
510 " » | Umbsaila | Lala Alakh Dhari ... | Ebatri | Head Clerk, U, 1. Glass | Ata public meeting held
Fuctory. on tue 10th December
1905.
511 ” » |Rawalpindi] Bakhshi Jagan Nath, Arya, | Pleader oo | At a public meeting held
B. 4., LL. B. Mobyal, on 8th December 1905.
512 ” " " Lala Diwan Chand Qblivai, | Brahman | Pleader,  Abbotabad, Ditto,
B, A., LL. B, ’ N.-W. F. Province.
513 » " " Lala Hans Raj Sawhoy... Arya, Pleader, Municipal Ditto.
Khatri. Comuuissioner, Murree;
Chairman, Board of
Ilirectors, Punjab
National Bank, and
Zamindar,
14 ” » - Mr. Gurdas Ram Sawhaoy, " Bar.-at-Law . Ditto,
515 ” " " Lala Uttam Chand Abbot | Mindu, | Merchant, President, Ditto.
P Khatri, Sanaton Dharan
Sublia
516 P » " Lala Amclak Ram ' ’ Pleader, Zumindar, Re- Ditto.

tireed E. A, C.; Director
and Secretary, National
Bank, Punjab;

Lirectar, Ram-

bir Match Manufac-

tory, 1lafizabad, and

Oriental Co-operative

Stores.
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517 :mzncﬁ; " IP;'rla:‘ Lala Jhinda Ram . Arya Pleuder and Land- | At a public meeting held
2 sl helder Dera lemnail. on 20th Decewber 1905,
518 (l;\::::l::l_ g::::’ri::‘l' Nagpur. | Mr. G. M. Chitnavis, c..E. | Hiada. Malgnzar, Banker, [ At a public meeting leld
cey & President,  Nagpur | on the Bth December
. ces. Municipality. 1905 at Nagpur,
519 " " . Mr. Chuckerbutly, Bar- Bengali | Bar-at-Law - Ditto.
at-Law, Braluuaa,
520 " “ " Mr.  Yadav Peablinkar| Maratha | Pleader, Chlhindwara, Ditto.
Watnk, B. 4., D. L. Bralimin
521 " " " Mr. Ram Chundra Bhatrgava “ Clender - Ditto.
Gadgil, 8. A, B. L,
b22 " ” - Mr. Wasdeo Vithal Limaye, ' Medicul Practitioner, Ditto,
B, A. bR Sestabaldi.
523 " " » Mr. Maludeo Krishpa Pa- " Pleader, Proprietor “De- Dittao.
dhye, B. &, B, L, sha Sewak Press.”
534 " " " Mr, M. K. Sapre, B A w " Manager *Desheasewsk Ditto.
Press,"
525 " " " Mr. Govind Chintaman ” srdha . Ditto,
Tumbe, v. A,
526 » " » Me. N. L Dharmadbikuri, | Bindu. | Plender . Ditto.
B. A, B. L,
b2y " " " Mr. N. R, Dhole B. 4., B. L " Ploader, Warjiha .. Ditto.
628 o ' ” Yaduvrao Krichna Blag- | B-alwin | Pleader, Bilaspur .., Ditte.
dikar 3. 4., B L. '
529 n " . Mr.Yadav Waman Tamine- “ Malguzar, Bilaspur ... Ditto.
kat :
530 " " " Me. Anwitrao " Malguzari, Bilaspnr .., Ditto.
531 " " " Mt, Awaitrao e " Malgnzar, l\':m-agarh, Ditto.
Bilaspar,
532 1 " " Mr. Trimpak Moreshwar | Maratha | Engineer and Textile Ditto.
Pardiy. Bramhin- | Mauufactorer, Sitabardi
533 » " " Mr. Gopal Mukund Buti. " Baoker . Dilto.
534 " " " Mr. Balkreshina Sheoram " Eye Surgeon and Medi- Ditto
Moonje L. M. 8. cal Practivioner.
535 " » » Mr. Madlieo 8hivhari Aney, . Teacher Private, High Liitto.
B. A. School, Amraoti.
536 " " " Mr. Narayan Rangupath I Pleader, Kukdes Wads Ditto,
Aleknr B, A, L 1,
§317 " " " Mr. Manik Nago Ruo Desh- | Hindu. | Lundlord s Ditto.
mulh,
538 | » " Mrs. Laxmi Bai ,(wife of » | Moneylender Ditto.
Pat-Sinha.)
639 [ " " Mr. Bepiram Blukuond " Mslguzar and Saukar, Ditto.
Loldi,
540 " " " Mr, Hariram Beniram, » Ditto, Ditte.
‘ al- | Pundit 1 Ruo Marhintta | DPlender At a public mereting of
54l " n J“g!:;l vodit Gopal fu i&ruhmin. the residents of Jubbnl-
pore. pors held at the Town

Hall on the 17th Decem-
ber 1905.
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542 | Central | Ceatral | Jabalpur. | Pundit Nathu Ram Te- | Brahman. | Memher of Municipal { At a public meating held
Pro- Fro- warl. Conunittes, Merchant | #t the Hit Kurni School
vinces. | vincen. and Malguear, Hull on the 17h
cember 1905,
543 " ' Raipur Babm Kedar Nath Bagchi, | Bengali | Pleader and Malguzar. | At & P ~- yjng 414
. A. Braliman on the .uwi Uecember
1905, '
541 . " " Babn  Debendra  Nath " Municipal Commia- Ditto.
Chaudhnri, B. A, B L. sioner, and Pleader.
545 » " " Mr. Narayan Rac Marhatta | Malguzar, Dhamtari. Ditto.
Brnhtnub.
546 " " " Pundit Gobind Lal, Marwari | Merchantand Malguzar. Ditto,
Puroliit. Brahman.
547 n |Yagpur. . Mr. Yado Amrit Desh- | Brahmen. | Pleader At a public meetidg held
mukh B, A. B. L. oo 10th December 1605,
548 " R Bilaspur, | Mr. Moti Chand o |Kayastha, | Plender v | At e meeting of the Bar
. Associntion held nn
11th Decewber 1905.
549 " " " Pandit Ram Rao Chin- | Mabraratta| Municipal Member and Ditto,
cholkar. Brahmsn. | Pleader,
£5C " " Hoshanga | Mr. Raojigovind e | Brahinan. | Pleader ... ... | At 8 meeting of the Bar
abad. Aasociation leld on
16tb December 19035,
B51 » " " Mr. Govind  Prasad, " " s Ditro,
552 y " " Mr. B, N, Chandhry ... " Barrister-at-Law s Ditto,
553 " »”» Itarsi ... | Mr. Bhim Raj Girdhari | Marwari | Mahajao ves
, Lol Seth Chnodbari, Agarwal,
554 " " Chhind- | H. Varmn, Eeqr., B. A. | Kayastha, | Land-holder and Legul | At a public meeting held
wara. Cantad, Bar-at-Law, Practioner, on Ifith Decewber 190¢
in rthe Uity Library
Huil, Chhindwara.
555 » " Akola ... | Mr. R. V. Mahajani 8. 4.1, | Deccani | High Court Pleader, | At a public meeting held
L B. Braluusn, at Akolx oo the 16th
. December 1903,
556 " » ' Mr. M. G. Marathe ... | Brzhman, | Pleader e Ditto,
557 " y ’ V. M. Makajani Esq. ... | Hiudu .., | Retired Educntionali By the Couneil of the
Inspector. Barar, | Hedidence Agra Court,
Vice Chairman
Akola Municipa lity
and Landlord,
558 LS " Wardha | Moreshwer B. Agashye | Bralinap. | Landlord At n public mesting held
B A, B L at Wardha 220d Decem-
ber 1905.
559 " » " Mr. Krishna Narayan Brahman. | Agriculturist Land.-lord Ditto.
Hao Deetunukh and Pleader.
560 " " ' Mr. Baliram ¥, Deshmukn | Bralinan, | Cultivator and Pleader, Ditto,
. B.A. D. L.
661 " " " Ghanshamn Lazman Deos- | Brahman | Landlord, Banker ... Ditto.
lear 1. A
562 Berar. | Amranoti Rao Balmdur Rabgnath |Maliarastra| High Court  Plender | At a meeting of the Am-

Narsinh.
B. A, LL. B,

+ udholkar

Brahman,

Municipal Cammission

and Landholder.

raoti District, Congross
Committee held on 10th
December 19003.
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6563 " Berar, | Amuroti, E.{r.['(-‘;s.lneuh sri Krishoa | Maharastrg Higl} Court Pleader, Ditto.
Nhaparde, B a. LL, B. Bramhao. { Viee, Clairiean, Amn-
moti  ‘Town  Muni-
cipulity, District
Board. Chairman Cat-
ton Market Commit- .
tee, Fellow of the
Alialinliwd - Uoivesity
nud Malguzar, Land-
holder
564 » " " Mr. Moro  Vishwanath " High Court Pleader Ditto
Joghi 1, a. L. L. B, and Landbolder. '
665 n » m Mr. Narayan Malhar | Maharastra| Bigh C
: aha 1 Court Pleade i
Bedarkar B, A. L L. B. Braliman § oacen, Ditto.
566 ’ " » Mr.  Parshotom Kesho |Maharastral High
' : 4 i ourt Plead
Paleksr, B. 4. B. L. Bushmug, g Jeaqer, Ditto.
567 " ” " Sadashiv. Krishno i High Court Pleader ... Ditto.
Lurani, B. A, L. L.
568 " ’ Mr. Kesho  Waman ;Maharastra | » . . .
" ' Bramba. Bruh:nan' ’ Ditto.
569 n " » Mr. ¥arayan Bao Bind Vaishya. Landoolder and Agent. Ditto.
570 " " Bhandara. a\lsr.. l'I‘ej Singh  Hira | Kshatrya. Head Master Normal | At a meotiog held at
1agh. ! Scliool F. &, A, Bhandara on the 2lst
December 1905.
671 " " " L\Elr.rVishnn Madhaa Jakat- " Pleader, Ditto.
ar,
L
572 " " Yeotmal, Mr. C. L. Bﬂp‘\t. B!‘ahmnn. Pleader ... - At s meeting of the Dir-
trict Congress Comnmi-
tiee held on 17th De-
' cember 1905,
573 " M " Mr. Rishanji Luzman " High Court Pleader | Ata meeting of the Yeot-
Peshwan A B L, Yeotmal. wul  District Congress
Committee held at {7th
December 1905.
574 " " " Mr. Ramcliandra Ganesh " High Court Pleader and Ditto
Mundie, B. A. L. L. B, Vice Chairman, Muni-
cipality.
575 " " " Mr. Balwant Ramchandra " Tzardar, nod Member Ditto.
Sandge. Dist. Board.
576 0 " " Mr, Sudushio Moreshwar " Pleader, Izardar. Ditto.
Deo. :
5717 " " " Mr. Ramchandra Ragh- " District Pleader, Mem- Ditto.
nuth Bapat ber of Listrict Buard
and Vicg Chairman
Talook Board.
578 |Bombay. | Bombay.| Bombay. | Sir Bhabandea Krisbna, Hivde. | Medical Practitioner ... | At a meeting of the Bom-
Ku buy Prewidency Amsocia-
ation held oo 12th De-
cember 1903.
579 " " " Hoo'ble Chiman Lal, H " Advocate High Court Ditto,
situlwad,
580 . |Bombay.| Bombay. | The Hon'ble Mr. Gokul | Hindu. | Vakil High Court, | At a meeting of the Dom
. Dass, Nandass Parekh, bay Axsociation held on
B, A. L. L. O. 12th December 1905.
581 " " " The Hon'ble Mr. Hari{ Hindu Solicitor, Iligh Court. Ditto.
situram Dixif, B A, L LD
582 " D. E. Wacha Esq. Parsi, | Memlier Municipal lCur- Ditteo.
-

poration ; Uity
provetnent Trust and
Mill Apemd,




( 130 )

PR < E =
©ud o . c s
@ = Naiwes in full of Delegates, w'= 2
a8 b= :: Electoral with Honornry "litles, - Occupntion and How and when
=z cg z Division. Scholastic Degrees, &= E‘J Address. Elected.
= 3 %o &e. e =
= e g . sa®
-] [ o -
583 |Bombay.|Bombay, | Bombay. | I5. B, Jeshi B &, L. L. 8. | Brahmao. } Bur-at-Luw, Rajkot. Ditto.
Bar,-at-Luw,
554 " " . D. B, 8hukla, Esq. Hindo. Ditto. Ditto.
585 " " " N. M. Samarth Esq., B A, | Hindu. { Vakil, High Conrt. Ditto.
L.L, B.
586 . " " AL It Bodas Esq., B 4, " Ditto. Ditto.
LB,
587 " " " I1. A, Wadyn Esq. Parsi. Bur-.at-Law, Ditte.
58§ " " " Sundardas Narondas Esq. | Hindu Soliciter High Court, Ditto.
partner of Deassre.
Dikahit Dhunjisha and
Soonderdns Solicitors,
1Hummem Street.
589 " " " D. G, Padliye Esq. u. a. " Member Municipal Cor- Ditto.
yoration, Fellow. Bom-
bay University Frinci-
. pal Gokaldas Te pat,
Hizgh 8chool.
590 . » " h’fll:"e"ji Kavarji Patel, Parsi. Merchant  Khelitwady Ditto.
leq.,
691 " " " Laloblhoy Samaldas Esq, | Hiodu, Mill owner Ditto.
593 " " " Hansraj Pragji Tkakerscy " Agent of Mills at Bom- Ditto.
Eeq. bay one of the owners
of Murket Merchant.
s
503 n n " 8. 5. Wagle Eeq. " Land-lord Farvatitmai Ditto,
buildings Thakardwar.
594 ' " " Vankatish Sadashiv Rao " Inamdar, Landholder, Ditto.
Nargund Kar Esq. and Bauker.
595 ¥ " " Prabhakar Govied Vaidya " Merchant and Agent Ditto.
Eyq. Bombny Banking Com-
pany Ld. Girgaun.
596 " » » Mr. Nathubhai Lslublisi { Bania. Municipal  Conncillor Ditto.
Vakiina, City  Municipality
Mill Stone Supplier
and Machinary agent.
Huripura, Su-at.
597 " ”» n Mr. Premdas Ehenji. Blmtwa, | Pleader. Ditto.
Vaislipava,
598 » " " C. V. Vaidya Esq. Hindu. eeses Ditte.
500 " " » Mr. Viocayak Sbiva Rao | Kaynstha | Land-lord and Merchant, Ditto.
Dharkar. Prabbu. Pen District Le Kolaba
600 " » . Phernzexha B, Petit. Pursi. Merchaat. Ditto.
Faqr.
601 " " " Jehangir Bomanji " Petit " Merchant. Ditto.
Esq.
602 » » " B. N. Bhajiknr Esq. B. 4. | Hiodu. | Vukil Bigh Court. Ditto.
. L. L. B,
603 » ” " Shapurji Bhicaji Poatel Evq.| Parsi. | Merchuot Tardeo Ditto.
604 » " " Lulji Ramiji Euq. Hindu. | Merchunt. Ditto.
605 " » " Gavind Dasarath Exq., - Baoker. Ditto,
606 » » " The Hon'ble Mr. Vithaldas! " Merchant, Ditte.
D. Thakarst.
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606 | Bowbay Bouikay| Bombay | Mr. Govindji Madhavji... Hindu | Merchaat o | At o meeting of the Bom-
bay Assecition helid on
12th December 1405,
607 n n Nasik | The _F[Qn'ble Mr. Duji | Brahman | Fellow of the University| At a public meeting held
Abuji Ebare, 8.4, LLY, ot Bombay Additionai| in Navik on 3rd Ducems
. Metnber of the Bow- | ber 1403,
Lay Legislative Coun-
cil, High Court Ploa-
. der, Byculla,
€08 " " " Ali Mahomed Bhimji, Esq | Mabewmed- e Ditto.
an .
609 " " " Liladhar Sunderjes Roy, | Blatia. | Merchant, 199, Mody Ditto,
Sampat, Esq. Street Fort, Bombay.
610 " " Mr, Moreshwar Wasudeo | Brehmin | Land-lord and money- | At a public meeting lheld
Kawe. : lender of Bhiwndi Dist., [ 8t DBhiwindi  District,
Thana, Thana ou I6th Decunsber
1905,
611 " Belgaun Belgaun | Mr. Balkrishna Malhar Lud| Hindu ¢ | BMukbtyar e | Ata public meeting hell
. io Belgaun on the 18th
of December 1905,
512 " " " M, Shivwurtaya Gadgaya | Liogayat | Merchant Ditto.
Kudachi Nath. ’
613 » " " Venkatish  Sadashivorao | Brahman | Inamdar, Laund-lord, Ditto.
Nurgundkar, Esq., and Bapoker.
BalGangadhar Tilak, B. . Editor, Kesari w. | Elected at a meeting of
614 n n » :(i'“;g ar Lk, ! n ! the Mauaging Committee
) of Sa!‘v:lj:\ui]; Sablig held
. ot 20th December 1905
of tie Deccun Standing
Comtnittee,
¢l Poopa Poona | Mr. Govind Dhondeo " Lnodlord Municipal Lhitto.
s » Dandawat, Cowmmisgioner, Fooua.
616 “ " Mr. $hiv Ram Mahadav, " Editor, Kal . Ditto,
” Parnjape, M. A,
, Prof.  Vaijanath, Kashi " Fellow of the Univer- Ditto.
617 n " », Nath Rujwade, M.a. sily of Hombay, Profes ~
gor of English Fergus-
son, College. .
Mr. Ramchandra  Ganga | Mahratta | pandlord Ditto.
€18 " n n ram Bliaoo, Mhaske, Exy.
619 " Mr, Raognath Bapnji Melag Bralunan | Merchant and Banker ... Ditta.
” "
. : . Ditto.
5 Huri Narayan Apte, Esqr, Editor Dnana Prakash
620 M Poona Paona };}f‘]ise:'-i-ﬂiudp Mcdu],‘ ! Karamawork.
2nd Claes,
Huji Manshi Shaikh Hu- Mabomed- Laud Holder Dittg.
621 ”n n ” gm‘n. Shaik Chand of ao Soeom
Jobmar.
oral Contractor . Ditto.
Mr. Reehna Ragoonath | Brahman | Contracto
622 " » " Awasly. -
HH Ditto.
Bachunath, Go- Pleader, Munivipal
G623 n " " LElxu||;mn nghanat, " Commitlee, Becretary
1ale. Dencan 5. C. Comit-
tee.
- ire Litto.
s Visl Ea- . Retired Professor of .
624 " " »n P{ff;nﬁga]l Vishou s Oriental  Lapguages
ke Decean College, Poona
g ashirav Ditto,
625 » Dr. Shivaram Hari Sathe, " Editor, Ayashraya ... itto
2 " ] . _— Di
Mr. Slitarars Keshava, " Preacher and Editor ... ttto.
626 " " Y Dambe, B, &, L. L, I.
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627 |Bombay. | Poona. 1| Nasik, [ Mr Vaman Snkharam Brahman. | Vice President Munici- | At a public meetiug held
Khare, B. A, L. L. B. pality, Distriet Local | in Nasik, on 3rd Dee
Board. and District | emnber 1403,
Court Pleader.
628 . " " Prof. N. B. Ranade, . o. | Drahman. |Agriculturist and Author, Ditto.
620 " . " Mr. V. Madapjit vee | Braliman | Proprietor, Indian Opi- Ditto. -
(Nagar) pion, Natal.
630 " " » Mr, Gauri Shankar, Prang- | Braliman | Merchunt and Commis- Ditto.
shankar Vyas. Audichya | sion Agent Pretoria,
Trapsvanl,
€31 » » " Mr. Magan Lol K. Gandhi,| Bapia | Phoeniz Natal 8. Africa, Ditto.
632 " " Khandesl.| Madhav Rao Narayan | Brahiman | Pleader and money- | At a public mecting helc
Gadre, Exq. lender. ot Dhulia on 13th Dec
ewber 1905,
633 " Satara. | Satara, Raghunath  Pandurang " High Court, Vakil ... | Ata public meetingheld
Karundikar. on the 17th Decembe
1905.
634 “ “ n Mr. Ganesh Ballal, $han- » Higli Court pleader, Ditto,
selkar, Wai SataraDistrict,
€35 n » » Mr. Ramchouder Ganesh, " District Plender, Sutura. Ditto,
Loman.
636 " " " Mr. Narayan Nachar Ash- " Pleader v | At n public meoting held
taputre. at Wai, on 1 5th Devew-
ber 1903.
637 " " " Shankar Mahadeo Patan- " Plender, Wai. Ditto.
kar,
638 » |Bombay,p Bombay, | Dulobbji R. Desar Esq,, | Hindu. [ Pleader w. | By tha Council of Bom-
B. 4, L L, B, bay I’residency Associa
tion on the 13th De-
cember 1905,
€39 " Sutara. | Satara, | Pt. Shitaram Ganesh ... | Brahmaon. | Supdt. New English Ditto,
School. .
640 n  |Sholapur| Sholapur. | Prabhagar Lukshman . Pleader wee | At a mocting of the Peo-
Nagpurkar, ple’s Associntion.
641 y " »” Gori Rao Madhava Tawa- " Agriculturist . Ditto,
likar, )
612 " Surat, Surat, Mr. Pran Lal Abhleram " Legal Practitioner Mu- | At a public mesting held
Parneria, B. A, L L. B. nicipal  Councillor, | in Surat on 17th Decem-
Kot safil. ber 1905.
643 " " " Mr. Chunilal Mancklal Bania, | Legal practitioner Ki- | At & public meetinf
Gundbi, B 4., L L. . nari bazar, Nanavat, Leld in Surat on 12t
Lacember 1903,
LEE " " " Mr, Natliabhai Lalloobhai " Municipal Councillor. Ditto.
Vakiina, Huripura.
n k5 " " " Me. Thakorram Kapilram, | Brahiman, [ Municipal Councillor, Ditto.
4, 4, L L B Legal  practitioner,
Savgadia Wad.
.18 " " " Mr. Balwant Rao Tripur- " Legal Practitinner, Bla- Ditto.
shaoker, hatra Chukta,
617 » " " Mr. Tribhovagdas Ealan-} Bania, Engincer, Municipal .
das, Councillor, Panint Ditto,
Blit.
R 4 ! » IUharwar) Dharwar, | Mr, Shantaram  Karayun | Brahman, (Pleader and Cliirm an, | At the meeting of Gadag
Vinckar, . 4, LiL, B, Saraswat, Gudag Municipality. Association, held on the

24th December 1905,
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650 |Bombay. M:.nnd; Ahmad- ML;. : l'3al\vant Babaji, [ Brahmea. | High Court Pleader ... | At 2 public meoting und
agar. | Dagar, eshduape B, A, LL. B, by the Liberal Club held
on 16th Décember 1993,
631 " " " Mr. Keshav Bapuji Para- " Pleader, Chairman Mu- | At o public meeting at
. shrami, nicipality, Banjambper. | Sapjamner 25th Novem-
ber 1905.
652 " " " Mr. Ganesh Krishna Chi- " High Court Pleader ... Ditto.
tale, B, A, L L. B.
853 » Ahma- | Rajkot, | Harjivan B. SLukls, Esqr, » Lawyer ... we | At a public meating held
dabad- B. A, LL. B, on 220d December 1905.
654 " " " Narbheram A. Mehta, Esq, ] Jain Banker ... - Ditto.
655 " " " Liladhar Amrit Lal, Esq. " Ditto. Ditto.
656 " " " Bhagwanya A, Mehta " Pleader ... e Ditto.
Esq. p. 4., LL. B,
657 “ " " Amrit Lal I. Buch, Esq. Hindu, | Merchant Near Bedi Ditto.
Nagar, Gate, Rajkot City,
638 » " " H}gtthi Bhoi Harishaokar, { Brahmon. | 8hastri, Jamnagar .. Ditto.
8.
559 ”» " Ahmada- | Mr.  Ramanbhai M. | Nagar, | Honorary  Secretary, | At a public meeting held
bad. Mikaunth 3. A., LL, B. Brahman. | Social Beform Asso- | on 12th December 1905
' ciation, Ahmedabad,
660 " " " Mr. Chuni Lal Naranlal... " Weaving Master ... Ditto.
661 " " » Mr.Kaishavlal Muhasakh- " Ditto. Ditto.
ram.
652 I P " %r. Jaikamlal Runchhod- | Bania, | Lawyer, High Court Ditta,
lal Desai B/ A., LL. B. Pleader, Bombay,
663 " " " Mr. Ratilal Keshavlal Sit-| Patidar. | Merchaat v Ditto.
walla.
864 " " " Mr. Gopal Rawmkrishna Dawadiyn. Pleader e Ditto,
Tenale B. A., LL. B. Brahman,
Mr. Govindrao Apaji Patel | Deccani, | Honorary  Secretary, Ditto.
665 " " " B. A., LL. B. P Brobman. | Gujrat Sabha.
866 " " » Gokaldas, Dwarkadas Toa- | Vaishnao [Pleader, Nudiad ave Ditto.
lati B. A., LL. B. Bania.
Ir. Thakore Lall Haci | Bania, | Vice Presideut, Gujrat Ditto,
667 » » v BI:all Dl:sni. a Basiya Sabha, ’
668 " " " Mr. dManju Thakore. Bramha, | Bstatrya, Khadia, Ditta,
Dewan Bahadur Amba " ,L“te Chief Justice of Ditto.
669 " " ” Lall Saker Lalm. ., LL. 8 Baroda.
60| ; , | 3r Ranchod Lall Bhogi | | Merchaut. Litto.
Lall, .
i . ach R. Bug. Arva. | Merchant, Mithandar, { At a pnblic meeling held
671 n gind. | Earachi. Mr,tiﬁt.vwmnd e Nt in man Densin I{ali on
12th December, 10035,
a2 , " Mr, Chhagan Lal, Har- | Hiodu. | Merchant, Ditte.
n ! govand Das,
- Mr. Bewa Chand Fate 1 Merchant. Ditto.
G731 » “ " Chaad.
674 N " " Mr. Lokamal Chellaram. » Merchant, Dittp.
] o du. | Retired. . At n meeting lield at §rv-
625 " " " Diwan Gopal Das b. c. Hin ¢ derabad Sindly on the

20th December 1905,




( 134 )

8. 3 £z 5
< E Names in full of Delegates,| T % .
& 22 Li Flectoral with Honorary Titles &= 3 Occupation and Ilow and when
“ €= S Division. Scholastic Degrees, e Address, Electud.
= =3 & de. g5
=1 BT E =)
w [ &) 2=
676 | Bambay| Sind [ Rokker | Mr. Rwnchaod  Asowal Kinsu | Pleader e | At a public weeting held
Larkapa Geboni, Awwil, at Snkkur on 16th Dec
- cetuber 1905,
697 " " " Mr. Mulehband Pesumal | Lobaoa. " Ditto.
Santani.
€8 " " “ Mr.Rochialdas Fatehchand Amil, " o Ditto.
Baluni.
679 » " » Mir Karamehand Dharain- Amil, " s Ditto.
das, Chabiria.
630 " . " Mr, Mulehand Gurudina- | " » . Ditto.
mal I"halajyani,
651 » " " Mr Fundandas Husanand » ” ver Ditto.
Keswani.
632 » " » Mr. Zilarani Manjhanmal | Bhatia " . | At s pnblic meeting held
Esq. Vaialinu, on 17th Decetnber 1905
683 » " » Mathuradag  Ramchand " Pleader and Zamindar Ditto.
Javeri, lisq, B. A, LL.B. Memler of the Listrict
Board nnd Municipali-
ty of Hyderabad.
684 " " " Mr. Walisram Abinchand " Service ane Ditte.
Esq.
85 » Tchal- Bangli, | Mr. Vinayak Erishua | Aryon Pleader vee | At & meeting held at
karanji, [ 8. M. C. Maiokar B, A, LL B., Sungli on the i9th of
S.ALC.| - Decewmber, 1905,
638 » " " Mr. Guoesh Raghunath " » Ditto. ,
Ablyunker B, A., LL. 8.
687 ) » " Arant Vioayak Potbordup, " " e Ditto.
B. A, i
688 | Madras. \Mudras. Madras. The Hon'lLle Mr. T. A. | Brubman | High Court  Vukil | At a meeting of the Ma-
Govinda Raghuva Iyer, The Tuz. hajan  Sabha leld on
B. A, B. L. 1ith December 1905,
869 n ” " Mr. V. EKrishnaswami " High  Court Vakil, Ditto.
Atyar m, A, B, L., My'apore,
!
690 " " " Mr.C. V. Rrishnaswami " Hizh  Court Vakil, Diito.
Esqr, 8. a,p. 1, My lapore.
691 " " " Mr. E R. Tirnvenhata- " " 4 Ditto.
ghaii, B4, 1. L.
G2 | " S. Sriniwasa Iyenger Hindu, | Iigh Court Vakil ... Ditto.
603 " " , T. Ranga Charlar, Esqr., | Brahman | Iligh  Court  Vakil, Ditto.
B. A, B. L. Egwore.
634 " " " V. Ryra Nawbiar, Eeqr,, | Hiedu. | High Court Vakil, Ditto.
B. A, I L,
6951 » ” ” T. V. Gopala Swami | Mudliar. | igh Court Vukil Ditto.
Mudliar Eﬁlil'., B.A, BB
6.6 n »” " K. Narnyana Raw, Esqr., | Brahmin. | High  Court  Vakil, Ditto.
B. A, D. L. Eguwore,
697 n Tawa " A.  C.  Partlusaradhi | Hiodu. | Editor, Aodhraprakasi- Ditto.
. Madras, Naidua, ka and Commssioner,
Madcas Corporation.
608 " " " G. Vankata Ranju Row, |Bralman. | Triplicane] - Ditto.
Esqr., m. a.
630 n n " G. Gubramania Iyer, “ Editor, “United India”, Ditto.

Esqr., B. a.

Triplicane,
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200 | Madras | Town | M :
adroe | Pandit Gopala Ci . .
Madras Bee. p wry, | Brabman Ad‘m:_Ve(ltc Daoctor, | Ats meeting of the Ma-
oviadappa  Nuick | hajno Subha  lield on
701 dtreet, black Town. | 1hih December 1905,
" » " A, Frinivaga Raghava
Charlu, Bagr, & " Mylapore " Ditto,
702 1] , r B
" y Gx; AA. Natesan Iyer, Esqr., " Printer and Publisher, Ditto.
< Explanade.
703 | ' -
» ” KE-]u ': BR‘:"““:“;“ Iyer, » Pr'ofessor, l_’nclmppa's Dilto,
Gl B 4, Lo L Collrge, Triplicane,
704 . tonbriny
" n n VEBS.T Srinivasa Hastriny, " ﬂe}‘n]master, Hindu Ditto.
qr, B Ay L T High S8chool, Triph-
cane.
705 Mad ipli PN ¥ .
" adras [ Triplicang PE-"Lakshun Narasn Nuidu,)| Budhist, | Assistant  Professor, Ditto.
sqr., B. A Non-Bral- | Madrae Clirintian
man. College, 367 Mint Street,
70€ » » Rf""Pi'_t Mr. L, Srinivas Raghao Plender, Ranipat nnd | At {he meeting of the
Karth Aivar. ;
Arcot yar. I\inndllnoldor. Lalapet, | residents of Ranipat beld
e North Arcot. on the 14th of December
District, . 1905,
707 » " . R:rf:? T_‘ K. Narasimh#a | Bralupen Pleades, Chittoor; Secre.| Ata tnesting of the North
etrict Charlu, B. & B L. tary, North Arcot Dis- ]Arcot District Asauciation
¢ trict Aswociation, weld on Gth Dacember
Associntion 1905.
708 " " Vellore | Mr, N. Erishnama Chariar) Vishnavite Landlord, Vellore; | At a meeting of the
D. A Drabmmp. | Honorary Magistrute North Arcet District
aml Member of the Association ( Vellore
intrice @od Teluk | Branch) held on 2Uh
Boards, N. Arcot. December 1903,
709 " " Ganjun | Mr. V.V, Jugish I'antalu | Brahman | First Grade Plender, At s public meoting held
Berll.hlll- Quru. Member, Kallikote | in  the Buckinghum
pore. . Rajuli's College Cow- Town Hull Berhumpora
mittes, on the 3lst Decemnber
1905.
710 " Bellary Bellary | Mr. Sindigi Marisiddappn | Lingayet | Cotton and Silk Mer. |At public meeling. held on
. Siva, chunt, Honorary Ma- 1uth December 1005,
giatrate,
»
711 " " " Hon'ble K. Venkata Rao. | Brahmon | 16t Grade P lender; Ditto.
’ Bive. Chairman of Cotlun
Preasing  Factories,
Momber of the Legis-
lative Council.
712 n " " Mr, T. Samasoondara Row " Pensioner and Land- Dbitto.
holder.
ns » " Kurnool | Mr. 8 Venkatansrasimha | Brabmaw | Pleader, Vice-Chair- | At a public meeting hed -
Koo, Esq., B. & mun of  the Mu- | st Kurnvol on the Tih
nicipality and Meinber, December 19u6.
Lbistrict Board.
132 » " proddutur | Mr, Kurudi Krishua Kno, | Vishuvit, Teacher e | 't pullic meeting lield
(('uddnpah B Al Madliwn jn the l"rgtldutur Town
Division.) Biahwun. Hall on Wennesday the
15th Decemver 1005
TS5 e Madura | Madura | Mr. Lakitwaha  Bhegu sourashta | Merchnnt v | Public weeting Madrusa.
Vathew. .
716 " " Ar. G, Siinivase Row, B.A. Brubiman | Chainaan, Blunicipal Ditto.
1” N
Council. N
217 " " " Mr. Tulsi Ram, B. A, B-L. gourushtn | Tligh Court Vakil Ditto.
718 " " Tinnevely | Mr. 8. P Krishna Aiyen- Brahwan | Vakil e Ditto.

gar, I A, B L.
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719 | Madros | Madura ]Tinnevelly Mr, 8. P, Raja Gopala J B ralunan | Landholder ==+ | Public meeting Mudra,
Chariar, B. A., B. L.
720 " " “ Henarable K. R. Guru " Hi<h Court Vakil, Dist- Ditto.
Swami  lyer {Avarge, trict Board Wember,
R. A., B. L. 81 wa Devasthannm
Committeo.
721 » " " Mr. R, Srinivasa  Ayar, . Vukil . .- Ditto,
B. 4., B. L.

722 " Coimba-l Coimba- | Mr. K. V. Srinivasa Ayar, . High Conrt Vakil ... At a public meeting lLield

tore. tore. n. A, B. L. on the 15th December,

723 " " Erode M. R Ry. N, Srinivasa | Brahman | Pleader ... | Ata public meeling of the

Charya, B. 4., b. L. Vaishouva . Litizens ot Krode feld gp
10th December 1905,
724 " Mulaba- | Calicut | Mr. Vengavil  Kuoli- Hiodu. |Laucdiord, Paramba P. O, A.‘ Ll Pllhlit_: meoting held
krishna Nayanar. io the Town Hall at
Cabient on the |1th
December 19035,
725 " Sulem Satem Me. P L. Ramaswami [Vishnavite.| Miltadar of Pagalpatti | At o puldic ecting held
Nuiker. at >alen on tne Yth
December 1905,
726 " " " Mr. B. V. Naraswamia, | Brahman | [Figh  Court  Vukil, Ditto.
Eeqr., 8. A, B. L. Saivita, Salem.
727 “ “ " Mr.  G. Chockabugnn | Saivite. | Zemindarof Elamballi Ditto,
Ghettier, Narmunkal Taluk.
724 " “ " My, C. Vijiaraghava | Brahman | Pleader ... Litto.
Chariar, B. & Vishnavite
729 " " “ Mr. A. Ramaswami Iyen- o - Ditto,
ger.
730 " " " Mr T. M. Narasinha " LA Ditto,
Charair.
731 » " " Mr. K Srinivasa Row, " " Ditto.
B. A, B.L,
732 " N " M. T. 8. Motha Krishna | Bralinan . : Ditto.
Iyer. Saivite.
733 . " Tanjore Mr, N. K. Ramasuwi lyer, " High Court Vakil. At a meeting of the De-
B.A,B L subhimani sabha  leld
nt Tanjore on the 2lst
vecember 1905.

734 | Madrae |Ganjam Parvatipur | Mr. 0. V. Jugannatha | Brabman | 1st  Grade Pleader, | At a public meeting held
Presi- shastri. Northern Circara, on Joth Uecember 1900,
dency,

- 735 " " Chedava- | Mr. andarpa Nurasimbam " Pleader, Chadavaram | At a public meetiog held
ram Viza- on 19th December 1903
gapatam.

736 ” » " Mr. Vaddadi Krishnumurti " " Ditto,

B. A, B. L. )
737 " ” Godaveri | Myr. Dngcirnla Lukshmi " Landlord, Cocanada ... | Atn public meeting held
Devalarju Guru. at Coennadn ou the Tth
December 1305,

738 " " Vizagapa- | Mr. Dasarwa Vaeslhin Nara- " Vakil wee | At a public meeting held

tam singurao, B A, B. L. ou the 14th December.

739 " " " Mr. 3ayya Narimheswara " High Court Vakil ... Ditto.

sarma Gurd, B.A., B L, '
740 » " 5 Mr. Tekumalla “ecthnrama ' Landholder, Bimlipa- Ditto.
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741 ) Madras | Ganjan | Vizagapa- | Mr. Primmaraza Vinkati | Brahman {Phesder, Rajain, Viraza- | At s public meeting held
(;‘reu;- tain, IS!uryn Naraysm  Row, patam District. on thie 14th Decumber.
ency. . A
749 " " " Mr. Vepa Puroanja, B. A, . Pleader, Vizagapatam ... Ditto,
LL. B
743 " " Raja- Mr.P. Kondalrae " Land holder, Rajah- | At a public meetingheld
mundry, wundry, at the Town Ll on
10th December.
744 " n " Mr, Mamidi DBachayya | Vaisya Mercliant, Manudi Bu- Ditto,
chayys, Rajuhwund:y.
745 " " " Mr. N.Sabbarao Pantulu High Court Vakil and Ditto,
Gury, B.a, B. L, 4 Land holder.
746 " " Masulipa- | Mr. Kopalle Hanemantha | Brohman | Pleader - | At a public meating held
tam,Kristan) Row, M., B. L, 1 on the 9th Dacetnber
! Kristoa District Associa-
tion,
747 " " " Mr, § Hanumantha Rao - Public Prosecutor and Ditto,
Pantulu Garu, B, A, B I. Vakil.
748 " " " Mr V. Suryanarayaos Rao . High Court Vakil, Mad- Diite
Pantuln Garu, R A., B, L., ras; Vice-President,
L. T. Kristua District Anso-
ciation.
749 » " " Mr. V. Ramadax Pantule e Joint Secretary, Kristns Ditto,
' Gurn, B, A, B, L, District  Aswociation;
Vakil, District Court,
Kristna, Maguliputam.
750 " " " A. Returama Aiyar, Dip- | Brahman Farming and Banking. | At a pnhlic meeting held .
lomned Agriculiuriut. Vidamanyatam, Tanjor| at Vidueanyalam on 14th
) December 19116,
751 | Mysore [ Mysore { Mysore Pursota Nandgiri v | Banyasi | Monev lending or Land- | At public meeting lield at
Govt. holder and Jeweller, Mysors on 16th Decem-
ber 1905,
752 »  lsecundra-Hydarabad | Mr. Ram Shandra Vomao| Brabman | Vakil ' . | At 4 pullic meetiog held
bad. | SBecundra-| Rumacheandra Naib. at Secundralnd an the
bad. 3rd December 1905,
753 » Malla Abdul Kaiyum ... | Mahome- Retired First Taluk- Ditto.
LH n dan. dar.
754 . " " My G. Krishian Chariar | Bralman, | High Court Vaki! and Ditto.
' B. &, B. I.. Vaishpavite] Government Flender.
7585 " Madras . Mr, B. 8 Thirunarayana " Journalist, Decean ... Ditte,
Iyengar.
z e . 3 \ ind Bi- hini Pleader, 4, Safraz Road[At a meeting of the Hindm
756 gnush Rangoon.| Rangoon “j.:p?wi:ffeo Govind Bi- | Brahmin , 4, e L aesmom,
L“r",m Leld on 17th December
(Lower). 1905,
3 My, A, V, Joseph e | Cliristian | Saw Mill-owner and Ditto.
757 | Rangoon » " ! P Landlord, Butatoung.
~
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APPENDIX B.

List of Members of the Eeception Commitiee.

Benares—1. Hon’ble Munshi Madho
Lal; 2. Babu Motichand; 3. Paudit
Mahamaha Upadhya Adityaram Bhatta-
charya, M. A.; 4. Babu Anand Kumar
Chaudhry, M.4., LL. B.; 5. Pandit Chhanno
Lal ; 6. Mehta Baldeo Das Vyns, B. A.;
7. Mr. A, C. Mukerjee, B. A. : 8. Goswaini
Bhawanipuri; 9. Babu Brindaban Behari ;
10. Rai Bato Krishn; 11. Babu Brin-
deswery Prasad; 12. Babu Badri
Prasad; 13. Babu Balram Das, M. 4.;
14. Pandit Babunandanji ; 15. Babu
(hhotey Lal; 16. Babu Chuni Lal Mahesri ;
17. Pandit Damoder Lal ; 18. Babu
Girdhar Das ; 19. Babu Gopinath Singh ;
20. Babu Iswar Chanda Chaudhuri;
21, Pandit Jagannath Mehta; 22. Babu
Janki Prasad ; 23. Rai Krishnji Saheb ;
24, Babu Kalicharan Mitra; 25. Balu
Krishnaram Bhave (Dudh Vinayek):
26. DMirza Ishaq Beg; 27. Munshi
Mahadeo Prasad; 23. Babu Mahadeo

Prasad; 29. Babu Nand Gopal; 30..

Babu Nivaran Chandra Gupta; 31. Babu
Nand Kishore; 32. Goshwaini :Ram-
chandrapuri ; 33. Rai Raghunandan
Prasad Bahadur; 34. Babu Ravenandan
Prasad ; 35. Babu Radha Kishan Das;
36. Rai Shyama Krishna Sahib; 37.
Babu Satish Chandra Mozumdar: 38.
Pandit Bidyapat Tiwari (Aurangabad);
39. Babu Vithel Das; 40. Babu Rup
Narain Singh; 41. Babu Mahendranath
Chakravarte (Orderly Bazar); 42. Rai
Balbhadar Das Saheb ; 43. Mr. Nil
Madhov Roy ; 44. Babu Kedarnath Ghose
(Ramapura{; 45, Munshi Tara Prasad
(Daranagar) ; 46. RaiShiv Prasad ; 47.
Hai Shambhu Prasad ; 48. Babu Kashi-
nath Ramchandra Bhave; 49. Babu
NSarup Narain Sinﬁh; 50. Babu Sarju
Prasad ; 51. Babu Xishun Prasad ;
52. Jha Ram Shankar; 53. Babu Bulaki
Das, Debi Prasad; 54. Babu Ramchandra
Naik Kalya; 55. Rao Gopal Das, Rao
Baijuath Das; 56. Babu Girdhar Das,
Hari Das; 57. Babu Jagannath Das,
Mathura Das; 58. Lalji Gopal Das;
59. Joshi Permanand Keshoji; 60. Babu
‘Keshore Das, Gopal Das; 61. Babu
Jugul Kishore ; 62. Babu Dwarka Das;
63. Babu Shyam Sunder Das, of Kothi,
Babu Madho Prasad ; 64. Mehta Krishna~
ramnagar, B.A,; 63. Babu Kalka Prasad ;
66, Selhat Chunilalji ; 67. Babu Ganesh-
ram; 68. Babu Kedarnath; 69. Babu
Madho Lal; 70. Babu Gokulchand; T1.
Hakim Brij Mohan Lally; 72, Babu
Narain Das Andhriwallay ; 73. Seth
Shvam Das; 74. Babu Gopal Krishina;
75. Ratan Shapkar Jha; 76. Chaudhari
Ramprasad; 77. Bubu Sitaram Keshoram,
of Bhadaini ; 78. Babu Ramadas of Kothj,
Babu Madhe Das; 79. Babu Ballab Das ;
80, Babu Maksudan Das; 8l. Babu

Kameshwar Prasad, Balum Gajadhar P'ra-
sad ; .82. Babu Ajodhya Prasad; 83,
Pandit Gauri Prasad Vvas; 84, Balu

+ Murli Manohar; 83. ‘Doctor (fanesh

Prasad Bhargava; 86. Babu Girdbari
Lal; 87. Rai Krishnechand: 83. Babu
Krishn Chandra Chaudhari; 89. Babu
Kali Das (Central Hindu College);
90. Babu Mathura Das: 91. Seth Har-
kishen Das; 92, Mr. Hanumant Rao,
of Gaekwar; 93. Babu Gopal Das, of
Kothi, Udaikaran Das; 94. Babu Hari
Das.

Agra—95. Babu Kedarnath ; 96.
Balu Madhuban Das; 97. BMunshi Narayan
Prasad.

Allahalad.—98. Hon'ble Pandit Madan
Mohan Malvya; 99. Mr. C. Y. Chinta-
mani ; 100, Mr. Charn Chandra Mittra ;
101. Pandit Baldeo Ram Dave; 102.
Babu  Lakshmann Prasad ; 103. Dr.
Sattish Chandra Bannerji; 104. Pandit
Bishambhar Nath: 105. Hon’ble Pandit
Sunder Lal; 106, Rai Ramcharan
Dass Bahadur ; 107, Babu Gokul Prasad ;
108. Babu Durgs Charan Buannerji;
109. Pondit Moti Lal Nehro: 110,
Babu Jogendra Nath Chaudhari; 111.
Dr, Tej Bahadur Sapru,

Aligarh.—112. Mr. Vazir Hussain;

113. Hafiz Abdurrahiin; 114, Munshi
Kishore Lal ; 115. Syed Fazul Hussain,
Editor, Urdu Maulla, Aligarh.
" Buareilly—116. Mr. Naundkishore
Kakar; 117. Munshi Jai Narain, son of
Rai Damodar Das Bghadur; 118. Mr.
P. N. Bannerji; 119. Babu Pryag
Narain ; 120. Rai Mohan Lal Bahadur ;
121. Babu Jwala Sabai; 122, Pandit
Parmeshwari Nath; 123. Raja Sunder
Lal; 124. Babu Peare Lal; 125. Bulu
Raghunandan Prasad, a1 a.

Ballia.—126. Babu Jamuna Prasad.

Cawnpore—127. Rai Debi Prasad;
128. Dr. Mohendranath Ganguli; 129.
Dr. Mohendranath Sircar.

Dera Dun.—130. Pandit Anand
Narain.

Farukhabad.—131. Babu Gaindan Lal,
Vakil.

Fyzabad.—132. Rai Gokul Chand
Bahadur; 133, Babu Manohar Lal.

(Ghazipur.—134. Babu Bholanath Rai 3
135. Babu Gobind Narain Singh; 136.
Chanbey Rash Behari Lal; 137. Bubu
Jwahir Lal Singh.

Gonda.—138. Babu Harihar Prasad
(Utraola). '

Gorakhpur—139.,  Qazi  Ferasat
Husain ; 140. B. Ramgarib Lal; 141
Babu Ajodhya Das; 142, Bubu Mahadeo
Prasad ; 143. Babu Shekherchand ;
144, Babu Mahabir Prasad ; 145, Lala
Ishwari Prasad; 146. Lala Audh Narayan
Singh ; 147. Lala Harnarayan Singh;
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148, Lala Keshari Narayan ; 119, Lala
Narsing Sahai,

Lucknow,~150, Mr. A, T. Nen;
151, Pandit Bishan Naravau Dar; 152,
Munshi - Ganga Prasad Varma ;1530
Bubu Basdeo Lal, m. 4.3 134, Pundit
Gokarunnath  Missra, M. 4.3 135, Dr,
H. D. Pant ; 156. Babu Bansi Lal Sing 3
157. Pandit Badri Datt Joshi.

Mainpuri—138. Babu Ganga Prasad.

Meerat,—159. Babu Ramsharan Dus ;
160, Babu Gopal Lall : 161, Eala Ram-
anujdial 5 162. Lala Dalip Singh 1 163,
Pandit Ram Prasad, M. A, 164, Chanbey
Radhey Lal; 165, Lala Ramchandra
Saroop ; 166. Lala Raghunath Prasad ;
167. lala Jugnl Kishore and Babu
Sitaran, M. A, 3 168, Mr. Lala M. Rharina,
Bar-at-Law ; 169,

Mirzapur.—170. Babu Sri Ram ; 171,
Babu Mahadeo Prasad Singh; 172,
Babu Behari Lal : 173. Chaubey Badri
Narain Sharma ; 174, Babu Bindheswari
Prasad : 175. Babu Beni Madho Ik
176. Munshi Hussain Ali; 177, Balu
Ram Prasad.

Moradalbad.—178. Pandit Ganga Pra-
sad Misras 179, Babu Brij Nandan
Prasad ; 180, Babu Ram Kumar; 181,
Babu Brijraj Saran,

Muthra—1282. Juni Madho Lal,

Muzaffarnogar—183. Hon'ble Rai
Nihalchand, Bahadur.

Naini Tal.—184, Pandit Jwala Dutt
Joshi.

Puartabaarh.—~185. Babu Oudh Behari
Lal : 186, Babu Raghubir Saran Sahai.

Piibhie—187.  Pandit  Ramadhin
Missir Agnihotii.

Saharanpur.—188. Khan DBahadur
Md. Naim Khan 3 189, Pandit Mohan Lal,
Barv-at-law 3 190, Babu Joti Prasad
Bhargava ; 191, Babu Nemi Das 3 192,
Lala Jamna Prasad; 193, Sved Aga
Haider, Bar.-at-law,

Shajakanpur—194. Mr. Kallumall ;
183, Babu Bakhtawar Singh,

Sitapur—1%6. Muanshi Murli Dhar.

Banda~—197. Munshi Mata Prusad ;
198.  Babu Purshotum  Dass, Vaid,
Jaipore,

AN\ £
ZS
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MR. DADABHAI NAOROJI'S MESSAGE.
22, Kessixotox Roan, Loxnoy, §. E.

26th Noveml 5
My Desr Gormaig, ruiber 1905

L 'sdourp hare mu_ch_likerl t2 bo present at the Twonty-first Congress,
coming of age, when it is time to look back over the P 5

Looking back 52 years to the year 1833,

It is the last before
ast and eonsider the future,

, e when o iti senciati

their birth, wiz, the British Indian Association of Benga]t,hethﬁclQR[:EI;:I-:T: ;\I:?rl:lctnft,:!m?152?2]?51(}?5 }1:{-“!
Asisociation, we sce_huw ].imited. our politieal ideas and aspirations of thz;ﬁ ti‘me were, The :l\:‘tv‘:n{
and causes of the Increasing poverty of India we had hardly any clear conception of nor bad
we fully realised our rights and duties as free British citizens, Like all beginnings this was small
but it was sound and healthy in the cireumstances and knowledge of the time. I can say this
as 1 was present at the inauguration of the Bombay Association and have taken p:\.rt in it and yin .it‘q
subsequent work,  OF these threc the British Indian Association has preserved its cxistence till to-day,
doing much good work. The Bombay Association after several years of good work came tonclose bug
was revived, and after some years was succeeded by the present active Bombay  Presidency
Association. T think the Madras Association had also similar chequered carcer, and is now
represented by the present active Madras Mahajan Sabha, There were some  Provineial Associntions
also formed in time as the Poona Sarvajanik Sabha and others. Now what was the result in
brief of all this our first awakening and wark. 'I'he work done by these Associations and the sceds
sown by them during 382 years till 1883, prodnced their froit ina larger eonception of our political
condition and knowledge, snd what was of still greater importance—a closer wnion among all elasses
creeds and races of the whola country—results of which at our political birth in 1853 there was not
much & clear idea of anticipation. And further the development of the politieal idens and forces
carried with it an impetus and larger awakening of the soelal ideas and forces, and they have gone
on working side by side as they ought each inllyencing the other. (loming to later times, the work
done during the 32 years, from 1853 to 1885 gave birth to onr Indian National Congress as its
best and natural frait, leaving a great legacy, of union and political progress, and fairly leaving
aclaim to gratitude from the succeeding generations. Nearly all those who began the work in 1853
have, 1 think, passed away, leaving duty of forther work on the rising generation of the day,

How that generation from 1885 up to this time bad done its work, has been before us year
after year in our national gatherings and their reports, DBut over and above the formulating
and pressing for the varioos reforms in the defects in the existing administeative machinery, there
were other far more important objects to be attained by the Congress. The first and most iwportant
was thecliange u the policy of the present system of Government, further on the one hand the educating
and awakening of the people of India to aknowledge of their political and civil rights and duties as free
British Citizens, and on the other hand to edncate and arge npon the Lritish people their duty to grant
those rights. This double work, both in India and England, was absolutely necessary, and would
remain necessary to the end of the chapter as long ns we have to claim and obtain our rights
for the British people and Parliament,

This donble work has gone right well so fav as means and opportunities heve permitted:
We see in India & result—a new Indin has arisen chafing under their present object, subjected
and inpoverishing condition under a policy of foreign destructive despotism and aspiring to higher
and prossing aims—aims of self-government like that of the Colonies. For self-government is the
only effective remedy for the drain and all its deplorable and terrible consequences, of extreme
and increasing impoverishment, starvation, famines, plagues and morsl debasement and intellectual
deterioration from which India is suffering. The Colonies have prospered with self-government,
and India can and will also prosper by the same means only. The DBritish Empire must be an
Empire of free and prosperous men, and not an Empire of tyrants and slaves and porishing h::mamty.
Mucuulay traly says—¢ the works of all tyrannies is the tyranny of a nation over a nation.

In preparing and creating this new Indis with its higher and most urgent aims, the Congress
has Fulflled its highest mission. And we see this new awakening }.)T()(lll('tlllg-lts fruit even now in
the rolmst and straight stand all India made against Lord Curzon’s University Speech and againsg
Lords Hamilton and Curzon’s restrictive, re-actionary and injnrious measures Wlth‘ the view tightening
upon us the bonds of despotism and increasing the impoven:ns_lnng drain from which India lull‘s been
already so badly suffering. But the latest frait of the rising public spiri¢ is the united ngr;rnlns
action which Bengal has taken in the matter of the Partition of Dengul with the sympathy of the
rest of India.

Before I refer to the future, I feel in connection with the British Committee that I should
express a word of thanks to the four Anglo-Indian gentlemen——Sir_ Wi}lmr_n \Ve(.lderbu]'n, Mr, A _O.
Hume, Mr. W. Martin Wood and Sir Henry Cotton, who are still working with vs in the Bl“ltl-‘!h
Comuittee and who have with no little sacrifice and odium guided, inspired and helped us from
an early period of onr efforts to demand and obtain our just vights, I do pot forget the thanks
that are due to several other Anglo-Indians and Englishmen living and dead.

We are now on the eve of our arriving of age, and we have to make a new start forward witl: all
the advautages of the experience and result of past political work and progress of 52 years. What
chould be our future work ? The work of the . Congress in India and l:.pg:land has de\'ol?pcd.. as
1 have already said, » clear and most urgent aim, #/z, self-government like that of the Culonies,
in the way most suitable to the peculiar cicumstances of India . Itis now a most pressing problem.
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A most serious responsibility now rests upon us as well as upon the Dritish rulers, Wlhat are
the means necessary to accopplish that aim ! Like every movement, great or small, thoreugh
union and men and means are necessary.  Union among all is the one absolutely  neecssary
fundamental condition, Without union all other efiorts will be voin.  Any one who prduces
a dis-union and thercby stultifies or dissipates our energies or forces, cannot but be an ill-wisher of
his country. With the enormous difficulties before us we cunuot affard to be divided among ourselves,

We have now around ns o new generation, well educated and prepaved—thanks to past work
—for this great task before them. Theirs is now the respensibility. Let the yonth of the rising
generation rally round the Congress with that encrygy, enthusinsm and self-sacrifice which the vivour
of youth and manhood can alone most furnish., Let them come with their fresh ideas, place them
before the Congress, discuss them, abide by and undertake the burden of carrying into effoct the
deeisions of the majority. Let those who desire to have their- own way, let them work in their own
way towards the same goal and not hawmper or destroy others work, ' There is ample work for every
one to do, his best in s own best way for the one ultimate end of our eelf-government. I do not
despair. I think the time is not far off. The love of liberty and justice, is lately reviving stronugly
among the English peopleand with the effect of other events in the world, I think our day of
emancipation is much nearer thau many of us iwagine, if we are true to ourselves and to our
responsibilities.

But the transformation from » system of tyranny into a self-governing system in India is
not a very impracticable thing, 1t has licen partly already done. This case is one of those bright
spots on the many dark pages of British Indian History, It is an event of the inspirntion of hepe in
us yet. Queen Victoria aided and influenced Lord Salisbury and Sir Straffurd Northeote to promote
this blessed work, and a transformation in the right direction was actually effected, self-government
was actually largely and practically commenced in Mysore and Mysore, which was then in a miser-
able condition, rose in prosperity with its enjoyment of even, its partial self-government. I cannot
enter into  details here but refer to wmy letter to the Royal Commission, in my book (pp. 873-376),
But I may here cite two remarkable utterances of these two Statesmen, as they puint to the solution
to a large extent as a commencement of this very problem of self-government. Here are Lord
Salisbury's statesinanlike words (1807):— :

“The general concurrence of opinion of those who know Tndia best is that a number of well-gorerned
Native States arc in the highest degree advantageous to the develupment of the Pulitical and Moral
condition of the people of Tulia.” .

Sir Strafford Northcote said:—“There might be diffieulties: but what wehad to aim nt was
to establish a system of Native States which might maintain themselves in a satistactory relation.”

With these pronouncements sud the actual practical application of them before our eyes, in the
case of Mysore to a certain extent, why should we despuir of either this or some other suitable
transformation being carried out as a beginning. Here is an accomplished fact, and all the British
Government has to do is to carry it out in all India in the true Dritish spirit with which Queen
Victoria was actnated, the to statesmen were inspired and a great and good work was actually done.
And as an earnest of a genuine aud honest desire to give self-government immediate effect should be
given to the resolution of 1843, for simultaneous examinations, though ultimately self-government will
make its own arrangements for all its services. Never despair—the ubject is within cur grasp. Depend
upon the revised Dritish spirit of freedom that is at present passing over this country. Qur time is near,
we grasp it by strenuous efforts and peaceful is rising of unceasing demand from all over the country.

For the purpose of inspiring the people with the desire of the duties and right of British free
eitizens, each province should furnish a band of educated men. to become the missionaries of this
work, and to devote themselves under suitable organization to do it by diffusing the knowledge of this
wreat and pressing demand and of the resolutions of the Congress. Even in Iingland itself, the
English have even to this day to do the same spade-work among the people, for various reforms and
their object. The Democraey is being now taught its lesson, and being aroused.

Side by side with work to be dene in India there must also ba vigorous work of propagandism
in England. Wecannot accomplish onr object by working only in India or only in England. They are
two halves of one whole, and by their combination only can the whole work Le done.

With regard to the workin England, every effort should be made to get more properly qualified Indian
Members in Parliament. Do not suppose a fow members eannot do anything., Onr cause is so fast and
so important to Lngland berself, that its moral foree alone brings us the practical sympathy and aid of
many members, The Hesolution for simultancons examinations was carried by such sympathy and
aid of 57 Liberals aud Radieals, 25 Irish, 2 Labour aud 2 Conservatives, We need not despair for
a right and just cause. It may take some time, but it muast triomph in the end. Yon have no idea
what a moral force of & dozen or even half-a~dozen true and able Indians will be in the House of
Comnnons. We shall have all that is best and noblest in the British instinct and character at our back
Lileral principles must side with us. The Dlemocracy is particularly in sympathy with you. The Irish
sympathy needs no mention. It is in Parlinment we have to fight our last fizht, and say our last word,
aud I am pot more unhopeful with sueh backing,

I have been anxious for some time past about the work in England. The present workers in the
British Committec are not immortal, Desides, whatever help we may get from sympathising, and just-
minded Englishinen, we must depend mainly upon ourselves, We need a body of half-a-dozen at least
if not a dozen of enthusiastic and well-qualificd Indians for the work of the Committee here, and
of propagandism hy our orzon, literature and lectures, to be permanent residents in England, These
may be either well-educated and competent well-to-de men who can live on their own means, or the
well-to-do should supply the means to enable sueh well-qualified men  to live there. Qur success must
depend upon our own proper men and sufficient means.

__Indians must make up therr minds for large sacrifices, both personal and pecuniary. In England
itsell we have object lessons, Taking one instance only of the Abolition of the Corn Laws, many
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wen like Bright and Cobden work i i
of bo. millions tn ek fhcwg.:h:i devotedly, and the Lengne raised, if I am not mistaken, funds

. This fur one enuse only., H - . .
of one kind an e N . . Y. ow many movements for reforms
Our work is ufd f:l]::zm:ln:;m:? i’nowlf oing on here with devoted men and wonen, and laroe means.
prosperity of some 300,00 OJ:)PO f-'mcc and of the greatest difficulty, the emancipation, freedom and
from us the most stre " d y mankind—ond in proprotion to the importance dves it demand
e such s 'ﬁ: ‘ nnous devotion aud large sacrifices.  Yes, the Japanese peaple, high and low,
1 sacrifices, and the world knows the resalt and is the better for it to-day. Should we fail

fﬂ\'()ll(l')'l‘lvli::g(‘:tf[?d!ll'lb “‘(;ll'k alrendy done in Englod we shall now be able to contiuue onr work under more
ot n(‘)w ! i l.f;lll:“ lle ever. The power of the British Press was a great difficulty to us before,
i Th'p(i:‘-?] u e;u:tmn of this Press is dirccting its attention to the claims of and justice to
l a. 18 t.]) 1s © great hnportance to us and & powerful factor on onr side, and we harve to
e very t.haultfpl-for it. I am sorry Z'he Times yet does mnot realise to the full extent
our true condition and our just claims. It sees the India of the Anglo-Indinns—nat the
India of the Indians. This is a misfortane and injury both to Englwnd and India. I
may name some of those who are helping the just canse: The Duily News, The
Muncheaiter G_uardum, The Morning Leader, The Star, The Daily Chrowicle, Justice, The
Inrestor's Review, The Reynold’s Newspaper and others. The help of the press is ono of the
satisfactory results of the work done in England by the British Committee and the journal of Indiu,

‘Indca‘ is and must remain, like every other organ of every cause, the right aim and weapon of
the Committee and Indian work in England. The Indian papers cannot reach the Press and people
hcrg, besides, India is the only paper that can spread over the whole surface of ‘India at once. All
Indian papers are confined to localities. India has agreat work to do both in England and India, and
must be made proportionately large and important. We cannot fight without a weapon of this kind, and the
paper must be extensively distributed at Indians’ cost over thelength and breadtl of the United Kingdom.
It isby meansof suchan organinthe Press that we can reach the whole people and press here with whom
we have to deal, as well as influence in the same direction the whole of India. Of the hearty help we aro
now getting from the English Press, I shall give you only one instance. In The Duily News of a few
days ago (18th October), a leader ends with this para:—

“The Liberal Party will do well to follow events in India more clearly than it has been acens-
tomed to do in the past. It is pretty evident that as a result of Lord Curzon's contemptuous treat-
ment of Indian sentiment the question will soon haveto be faced of whether India is to be given a donble
dose of coercion or to be invited to co-operate, with her British rulers inthe work of self-govern-
ment.  And this we say isan issue which Liberalism can only ignore at its peril.”

You will see what a new force of the Press is mowin the dircction of British liberty and justice
for us!

To sum up. We require on the one hand to inspire the people of India at Jarge with the desire
of attaining and enjoying their birth-and-pledged rights, and the absolute necessity of freedom and self-
government like that of the Colonies for their material and moral development, progress and = jpros-
perity.  Without self-government the Indians can never get rid of their present drain, and the con-
sequent impoverishment, misery and destruction. No palliatives of any kind whatever, no more altera-
tion and tinkering of the mechanical machinery of a demonstration, —can and will do any gond at all.
The drain can only be stopped by the Government, by the peaple themselves,  To be prosperons,
India must govern itself like the Colonies. Here are remarkable true words uttered by Sir Henry
Campbell Bannerman only three days ago on the 23rd:—* Good government could never be & substitate
for Government by the people themselves.”” Our needs, therefore, is the utmost for government by
the people themselves. ) :

Self-government is the only remedy for India’s woces and wrongs, For this purpose we mnst
strengthen this Congress, our great bady, representative of all Indis, to go on making every possible
effort to accomplish this end, which is quite practicable. As I have already said and has been already
successfully carried out very far by British rulers themselves as far back as 88 vears ago in the case of
Mysore. On the other hand it is as much absclutely necessary that we should hnve a strong Commit- .
tee in England of a uumber of permanently residing Indians with the powerfal organ [ndia, helped
by sympathising Eaglish people and Press to carry on energetically the prupaganda of our claims and
to attain them. A few competent and traly patriotic and enthusiastic Indian n}cmbe!‘s in Purliament
will larzely aceelerate work there, for as I have said it isin Parliament that the fight it is to be fought

and the last word to be said.
But above all, I repeat with

fau lameutal condition is union an
I am so glad that there is to be

gress, with the National Congress.

my ut.mf)e.t emphasis, the mnst important and abhsalutely necessary
1 enthasisstic and seli-sacrificing work among our peopletthemselves.
there time the first Industrial Congress besides the Social Con-
Yes, all these forces must go on working side by side with their
zood influences upon each other, and from me ave my most 'I‘icartl_v ‘f‘()rd_" and \'.'ishe.c‘of BUCCSS for
every cffort yon may make for the salvation of your coantry. The tide is with us, the ‘l'\.u-.;mh lu‘lrlllle
and Press are beginuing to understand the wrongs of India. All Asia is waking up. The Isle of the
East have made the start. A great antocracy in the West is crumbling to dust—and we may fairly
expect that in dealing with such people as the Dritish, with yours very sincerely, their instinets for
liberty, justice roused our emancipation is not far off but I hope near. My words;—Never despair
or despond—go on, o on thoroughly united—come weal come Woe—neyer to rest but to persevere
with every sacrifice till the victory of seli-government is wou.

'With my kindest regards and bast wishes to the three Congresses.

Yours very siucerely,
DADADBHATL NAQROJIL
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MR. W. C. BONNERJEE'S MESSAGE.

Eippearorg, Beprorp Pank, Crovnoy,
December 8th, 1905,

My Dearn Gokuarg,
I axsorry I was not able to write to you last week as I hnd fully intended todo.  Writing
to-day I shall be in time for the mecting of the Indian Nutional Congress at Benares.

1 consider it a great misfortune to myself that I am not able to be present at the meeting and
take part in its deliberations,  As an old Congress Land I way possibly have been of some use to
you, but it is needless to dwell on this topie. 1t seemns to mo that we are passing through eritical times
in India, and that we ought to exert our best to make the events that are happening to further the
canse of our country and to enble the Congress fully to achieve the eunds for which it was established
now 21 years ago. Young people are apt to fecl disheartened because no imwmediate resalt is
visible in any agitation they may undertake. They forget that existing institutions cannot be
changed without years of patient struggle gu endeavouring to convinee those who are guardians
of the institutions that their alternation and reform wounld be of benelit to the country.  What we
hiave to keep in mind is that the mere fact that we desire self-governing institutions for our country
is not enough of itself to justify the grant of such institutions by our rulers to us. We have to
show that onr progress has been such that the grant of such institutions would be an advantage
alike to India and to England. We ought to call to mind that in the early days of what are now
the self-governing Colonies they were mere erown Colonies, and that they were not invested with
the privileges, duties aud responsibilitics of sclf-goverment uatil long  afterwards. The  early
gettlers in these Colonies were emigrants from Great DBritain and belonzed to the same race and
had been trained in the same way as those that remained in the mother-country, and yet self-governing
iustitations were not conferred on them imwediately they dewanded them. They waited and
aritated, agitated and waited, and at last got what they wanted. We do not belong to the ruline
race and have never been brought up in the same way as they have been.  Onr ease, therefore, is more
difficult of achievement than that of seli-governing Colonies, and we must wait and agitate, agitute and
wait longer than they were destined to do.  With patience, perseverance and persistence I am
sure we shall reach the goal of our desires in time, and, thercfore, we must never lose heart.
Your recent visit to this country must have showa you that the people you came neross botl in
your public meetings and privately are dispased to be just—yea, geterous—towards our aspirations,
sl that is required is that we must show to them that we are capable of svlf-government.
The members of the Congress are rigintly convineed that we are, and if we keep up our agitation
and prefer our demands in season and out of season, thus showing that weare in earncst about
the matter, I am sure we shall succeed in convineing the DBritish puablic that our desire for
gself-governing institutions is just and legitimate, that we are capable of understanding and working
these institutions and that the grant of them to us would be alike beneficial to our country and to
England. and once convinced of these facts the British publie, yon may be sure, will not long
hesitate to invest us with these institutions, To consince the British public that we are in earnest
a constant agitation of matters Indian omght to kept up in this country, for itis the British
public who are alone capable of giving what we want, and to show to themn thatour agitation
in this country is lased upon a solid foundation, strong agitation on the lines laid down by the
Congress must be kept up in India. The agitation in  Indisa must be the lover on which
the agitation of this eountry must be worked. Let me, therefore, implore you to impress
upon our Congressmen from your Presidential Chair the necessity of maintaining the Congress,
of keeping up the agitation in Iudia on the lines laid down by it, and of vigorously contitiuing
the agitation in this country. Time does not allow me to write more at length on the subject,
but I think I have said enongh, and I trust you will exense me for inflicting this long letter on you.

Trusting the Twenty-first Congress will be as successful under your Presidency as its predecessors,
and with kindest regards to you aud to all cur Congressmen,

I remain,
Yours very sincerely,
W. C. BONNERJEE,
Tur Hox, Mre. G, K. GOKHALE, C. L E,
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MR. A. M. BOSE'S LETTER.
Dear Mr, GoguaLe,

_ I expressing the deep rejoicings of my heart at your occupying the Presidential Chair of the
Indian National Congress, fresh with your laurels from the West and, what I think is more honoured
and loved by us all, for yourlung and many noble services in the country's eause in the past, permit me
to send for your cnnsnde.ratiou. and that of my brother-delegates, some thoughts which oceur to me
with regard to the working of our beloved Congress. I greatly grieve that I cannot personally present
them before you and my brethren. But illness claims me a3 its own, and for nearly & year I bave
been practically chained to my bed. But though I shall not be with you to explam, justify or urge
my views, I am sure they will receive such consideration as they may deserve.

There were two main objects with which the Congress was started 20 years ago, namely, to bring
aenter together all enrnest workers in the eountry’s cause, remove sectional or provineial prejudices
and consolidate sentiments of National Unity; and secondly, to record, after full discussion, the
apinions of the educated classes, on some of the questions of the day, and by subsequent practice, for-
ward them to Government.

The first of these two objects hrs, one is glad to fee!, been largly attained so far as the
educated classes are concerned, and this I consider to be a great and notable gain. Bnt I taink the
time has fnlly come when we must extend this work so as to embrace, within its scope ag largely as
possible, the peoples, the masses of our different Provinces and Presidencies. This s csential in
order to secure, not in & day but by and by, the solidarity of the whole Indian Nuation and the
unity, the fellow-feeling and sympathy for each other, of the inbabitants of different parts of the
country.

I would suggest for this purpose the delivery of addresses in the vernacular of the Provinces hy
speakers sclected from the whole body of delegates at places outside the Congress Pandal; and what
is more important, at different towns and important centres in the neighbourhood, say within fifty or
sixty miles of the Congress, when there is communication by rail. Tliese meetings, of course, are not
for delegates to the Congress, but mainly for the common people ; and there might be at the some
time Congress fairs and varioug attractions to draw them together. Let me state here uy own
experience in connection with the holding of the Annual Meeting of the National Liberal Federation
at Leicester. I had the honour of being sent as o delegate to that gathering, and of being selocted as
one of its spenkers, an honourdone, I was told, for the first tin_le to an l.ndian. What I said was
most appreciatingly noticed, in the -Manchester Guardian, 1o terms wlug;h I need not quote here.
But the important point to which I wish to draw the attention of our Congress is this, that the
spenkers or the chicf speakers at the meeting of the Federation were divided into different groups
which addressed various places around Leicester, the day and evening previous to the meeting of the
Federation at that place.. A member of Parliament and myself were allotted to Market Harborough
(i I remember the nane aright), where we addressed gathering, of the local people coming the next
day to Leicester for the annual meeting, Such a p]fm wouid pr.oduce, I !aehcve, very .benogim'nl
results, and limiting the nwmber of days for the Congress itself, If this be possible, as I believe it is,
1 would devote one or two days at least to several of our speakers, including many local gentlemen,
addressing meetings held at different places around the Congress centre. There wonld of course
be interpreters With them, whereever this may be needed. And not only should there be meetings but
also, s stated before, different kinds of enterteinments, games and sports. In ?hls way we would
popularise the Congress, and further Congress ideas and general Pnhtlcal education to a much larger
extent than is the case now kindled amongst the pcoplg of the Province, a feeling of enthusinsm npd of
brotherliness towards the other Provinces. I wonder if we could not have a * Congress Rafk]uhfm-
dhan,” both for Hiudus and Mahomedans, for delegates as well as non-delegates, 1s & symbol ]:) ul(lll?n
and fellow-feeling just as we had in Bengal on our ever memorable 16th of October lusi';. wonder,
too, Whether, at least to some extent, and in spite of-dlﬁicultxes of caste and othenrnse, m? 001111(1 not
place Congress delogates from diffcrent parts in private houses at the Congress centre, t maty

erhaps De said that this will interfere with the delegates coming to know each other as ;u; {n((lrsen .
But I think this result conld easily be prevented, or at Jeast very greatly mltngatc-d.d -‘]lllww ;110
enter into details , but it is at any rate obvious that the arrangement I havel suglgglc:‘to -I“{u, - ll]c
extent it is earried out, enable local friendshl_ps to be formo:d. a}nd nsefu]. oEa : n:i“_ edge =‘-)r,ine
acquired. I will oply add that_this also is the plan which is adopted 1nI ngland in clm:ucc thn
with the holding of the National Liberal Federation and other Congresses, lp_ n;y (:ase1 ‘ L was 3
guest of a Unitarian family which originally Liberal, was Unionist in its po 1‘nca] coldn]:lc.m;n},_ aril
bitterly opposed to Mr. Gladstone and his Home Rule Policy. And of course they _lhr:;) join rcll
meetings of the Federation. But yot I have & most pleasant recollection of my stay with them, an
I formed valuable friendships with members of the family. Iy within & f fore

ion with this subject, though not coming immediately within 1e seope of my for -
UingI I:)bic:;:::i:itgzs, may 1 mentijcu the desirability of having a Seccretary 01'1 b_eirc:larlt:a fnf)maltltﬂ;
principal places of Indis, Whose duty 1t would be to Teccive visitors, properly intro uc(; t rth- - o

s, in the eourse of the year (not coming of course on their own b_usmess), accommadate ‘(.Hl .
pﬂ-r.ts' “{, ses or in suitable Halls, if there are any, and place them in the way of makmgl acquain-
private -:(;.ua(:s uiring information as to the social habits, local institutigns and local feelings, ete.
tfl‘:lzixe‘;niu w{}ich tl?ey specially desire it. the visitors wight make their own a;'ranfﬁ'cment.a. 1?&3{0&0
their menls. It is accommodation that will be sp.ecml]y need_ed_,. nn:"ll \:h:::r&is::;ulgnalu:uh(zc};lro; l:: l‘:le ::f
: , Y v X

In this Bme o {f“ml,- s?::lggn‘jrzrngftl(ggini:)l;:‘rct)trlx;l?)t;rtzo;frz‘x::;,]gith an alien civilisation. T will not
gﬁi‘i:?:{h:lll:gnegfiﬁliesults of curying out this plan, which indeed are sufficiently obvious.

1 am nob one of those who look upon the Congress ns a tll}-ce-dflys' Tam.ae(rlfm. 0111) thg ‘f:niz:lzg‘i

od deal of very important work has been and is being carned on by ur be
hehuc_ that aBgt:’ T most earne;;t‘ly wish that in the interval between one Congress and its _successor,
I;n:;clerlll?ogl:e o ;ractica]p sustained and devoted cffort should be made to spread information, creato

g
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. interest and promote in various ways our National cause. Permit me in this plncq to quote a
passage from the address delivered at .\Iud‘ra.s Ly the l’l'esadon‘t of the Fourteenth Indm!l_ Nutional
Congress:—4Ladies and gentlemen, the time hax come wlen, if we are to reap th!: full fru its (‘.f our
delinerations and to give Living force to our resolutions, we must have a standing organization to
carey on the worle of the Ceneress fror year's begiuning to year’s end, to earry oa that work con-
tinuously, steadily, earnestly, sending agents aud missionaries to different parts  of the conntry,
spl'cndiu-v.: infornition, awakening interests, ssuing teaftets and pamplilets, educating the pnbl‘w Imind,
drawine attention to the many wants and grievances of the dumb TS es, whose spokesman itis the
privilege of the Congress to be, pointipg oub the duty we owe to (IOVL'rllII:IL‘!Itp a'ml helping the
Government to the best of our power in its endeuvours for the better administration, the better
encation, the better sanitation of the country,—and we must have men wholly devoted to this most
jlmportant work. As L am standing before you my mind goes back to the great gathering at Leicester
in Mareh last, the National Congress, T may say, of the Liberal purty, which it was my privilege
to atrend and to address as a Jdelegate from Canibridge.  There are many points of resemblauce that
struck me between the Annual Meeting of the Natioual Liberal Federation and the Indian National
Congress.  * * ® Dat behind all thiswhat a difference, what a busy, active, powerful organization
with a Seeretary and a stalf of oflicials wholly given to its work, with a Publishing Department, with
its separate stalf of oflicials, with its Council Meetings held throug!mut: t!m year and directing its
operations, with its army of agents and workers aud its allied Associations at work all over the
conutey and the same is the case with the great Conservative Party  whose organization won such
sotendid vesuits at the last election.  Brotheredelegates, 1 do not expect you to reach to such heights.,
(¥ Rome was not bailt in & day, neither are organizations.  They are the resulis of patient labour
for many a long day.  But let us resolve that at least a beginuing, a fair beginning, shall be made in
the vear before us, that when in the closing year of the century we mect once again we my lovk back
lli:ul'l some work done, some foundation laid, some progress achieved in the direction I have ventured
to indicate,”

The passage was received with mach cheering.  Instead of cone, seven years have since then
winged their dight. 1 axk my brother-delegates seriously to consider what progress las Leen
achieved in the mweanwhile in the driection there indieated, and if much or sufficient work has not been
done in our different Provinees, should we unt. in these evil days of re-action, or even in good days, if
they should come, brace ourselves ap inr practical and active work, for strenuous and manly efforts, for
the progress of our cause, and ou behalf of our dear Mother-land. Ah ! Never 0 dear as now.

As to the other ohject of the Congress, namely, formulating and conveying our views to Govern-
went, I think we have done enougle for the present, to give work for another dozen yeara or more,
even 1o a sympathetic Government,  DBarring exceptional cases, and new or recent measures of a
retrogrile character which have been carried out or proposed since the last Seesion of the Congress,
we must eularze our Ommibus and be content simply with re-atfirming our previous resolutiona.
'And with respect to proposals which may have to be separately brought before the Congress, I would
suggest that with perhups the exception of two or three speeches, besides the Presidential Address,
these be embodied in pamphlets previnusly written in which facts, figures and arguments con be clearly
and correctly set out, and which would be readily aceessible for future reference. A summary of
these patuphlets could also be given by the writers at the Conygress meeting. 1 would also suggest
that not wmore than two or tiiree matters be taken up (at least as mnin subject) at each sitting of the
Congress, and we should confine our chief attention to them in the ensuing vear, In this way we
can, I think, compress the work of the Congress itself, including the Presidential Address, into two
days tostead of tiree as at present, and devote the day thus saved, and more, in the way I have
indicated, inclading visits to the Industrial Exhibition and places of local interest, in social parties
and entertainments and other ways that wonld readily suggest. This limiting of subjects wounld at
the same tie bave the advantage of giving difinite direction and concentration to our practical efforts
in the coming year.

With regard to the present practice of sending copies of our Resolutions to the Government,
would it not be better to embody them in a representation which would suecinetly give the arguments
and facts on which those Resolutions are based ; and this, modified to some extent, if necessary, would
at the same time form a sort of Oongress manifesto to the outside and specially the British™ Public.
This matter may be worth the consideration of the Subjects Commitee.

I will not enter into the question as to how far certain privileges and eoncessions granted since
the Congress came into being may really be pluced to the credit of the Congress propagandn ; but
with regard to which some of our friends think that they were granted ty Government of its own
motion aud wonld have been granted just the sawe even if there were no Uongress in existence. But
this, however, is certain that now and for many vears past the Resolutions of the Congress are treated
by the suthorities with utter indifference, and in some cases even with ridicole or contempt. What
happened last year? While the représentatives of a commercial gathering were received with the
utmost cordislity by the Viceroy, and were encouraged by his speech addressed to them, the President
of the Tndian National Cougress himself bat lately a most distinguished member of the Indian Civil
Service and an administrator of the widest experience and the hizhest repute personally known to the
Viceruy,was not allowed the very swall privilege of presenting the resolutions of the Congress personally
to hin. And the Sceretary of State for India, wheu appealed to in England, defended this action of
the Vicerny.  And also bitter and painful experience in Bengal of ouly the other day has shown with
what contempt the Government treats the Resclutions of the Congress, and the unanimous and earnest
expression of opinion by a whole people, and the methods of repression with which it puts down that
expression,  We maust, as our first and foremost duty, strennonsly strive to educate and energise our
penple, teach them more and more to rely on their own efforts and learn the sacred lesson of sacrifice for
the country’s sake aud to be manly and brave in the great constitutional struggle that lies before
them. Let them revive their industries, re-introduce théir own village communities or Panchayets,
establish Arbitration C?urts, take charge as far as sy he of their own educntion at lemst in its
primnary stages,and of village ronds, water-sapply and sanitation and other practicable matters. In
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the next place we mnst dirent our efforts more and more towards England, frequently sending, and if
possible, permenently maintaining, deputation to that conntry.  Alter, 3ir, your “brilliant work in
England, nobudy will guestion or doubt, if only we can get suitable men for the purpose, the desirability
of having such depatations, But I very humbly think that for this purpose and for accomplishing
the chief work that les before every lover and  well-wisher of his country, we miust wot take a bold stc;p
forward aud try to got Loeal Legislative Councils based whully on clection, with power of finwneial
control, fur at least thres of the oller Presidencies.  Ownr fricnds in the sther Provinees may be sare
that if the experiment should suceced with these Presidencies, it will not be long betore their turn
comus to obtain similar Counneils,

It is aluinst with Fear and trembling, that I submit this proposal to muake the grauting of such
Elective Assemblies not indeed the sole, but the chicf, object of our deputations to England, aund as
the main plank in the Congress Platform.  Leaving onr Anglo-Indian  Friends aside |;l‘nbuh]\‘ soth
of our honoured leaders may deprecate and ceritieise such an idea, as being a departure from the
Congress ways as hitherto pursued, and as wanting in moderation.  But if I wake the proposal
with a feeling akin to fear I muke it also with a strong assurance and a firm faich that in a fow yvears'
time we shall be wondering we did not direct enrlier our attention to this matter. That it is # new
departure I admit, but for what does a progressive organization like the Nutional Congress exist if
not in the progress of time, for absorbing and taking up of new ideas? Aund as for the chorge of
ahsence of moderation, why we mivht earn ever the praises of the Pioneer and other Anglo-Indian
papers, if like some organizations that I know of, we were to sing poems as to the bh‘ssings‘ conferred
by our ralers with just a wention of a few pesty grievances and prayers, to give piquancy to the song
of praise.  Need L state to my brather-delegutes that moderation depends on the puint of view of the
on-looker, that what is moderate looked at in one way becomes revolutionary when luoked at in
another way, that what was regarded as extrewie some years ago is now considered moderate and fuir,
that even the proposals of our Congress propaganda, mild as they are, are looked upon as wild and
visionary, yea, in some gquarters as almost akin to scdition.  All that promoted, not by illewal aud
unconstitutional 1 would eare for is, whether the prayer we make is just and practicable, and if it 18 of
violent meons, bat in the open daylight by constitutional metheds and without the slighest or the
faintest tinze of violence or disioyality. We have often been used to look down to the greund, We
wmust now learn to look up and behold the snow-clad mountain and the azure skies, nud then we
shall adnire their beauty, and breathe in their inspiring and ennobling influence,

. Let me more fully explain my proposal. It is not necessary to enter into the details of election,
though ne doubt property and education will' be important factors, and the number of meuibers
should not be less than about & bundred. If it be deemed necessary I would further admit the
element of sectional representation allotting to different communities or interests a certain winimum
representation in the Local Councils, Then further I would give to the Government the very impor-
taut power of vetoing any legislation or part of legislation, whether of a general or fiuancial ¢haractor,
after granting a hearing to some members selected by the Council for the purpnse. The reason for
the Government disallowing any legislation should be recorded in a Resolution which would be
placed for a certain length of time on the table of the House of Commons, and be open to considera-
tion of the House on the motion of a member of it, or say of five of thew,  While this would provide
for the vetoing of any legislation which the Government considered objectionable, I would at the
same time allow the Government in special cases to introduce into the Supreme Council, where the
nominated element would preponderate, any mensares of a local character which it should consider
desirable so to take up. [t should record the reasons for introducing such & measure directly in the
Viceroy's Council and in any ease it should grant a hearing to nominees selected by the Loeal Couneil,
on the merits of the measure. It would, as finally passed, tugether with the ressons for its introduction
in the Supreme Council, be liable to the same process before the House of Commons as in the ense of
vetues above described, If thought absolately necessary, I would further allow the Government to
nominate one-fourth, including officials, of the members of the Loeal Couneil, though with the checks
and positive powers above described I do not think this concession to be either just or called for. A
eertain number of official members would have the right to be present aud speak at nwetings of the
Coonecils. [ would at the same time allow the Supreme Government to reserve all mutters involving
uestions of Fmperial Finance for consideration before the Vieeroy’s Council. One-third of the
meinbeis of this Council should be elected by the elected members of Provincial Conncils, & certain
pumber being allotted to each Province, The remaining two-thirds, including officials, would be nomin-
ated by Government.,

There is, it is true, in some quarters or with someauthorities, a feeling of doubt in regard to the
representative system. DBut even from such quarters, no not even for Russia with autocratic principles
ingrained as it were for all these ages in the minds of its peeple, has any other system been proposed.
And never were Representative Institutious introduced and nursed under better or more hopeful
suspices than in the skeich I have ventured to set forth above. For the vagaries, if any, of the
popular will, would at once be checked and controlled in the way I have mentioned by the Government
which would wield no mere shadowy power, but very real power with the Army at ita command.

I have had, I think I may say, a fair amount of nequaintance with the English Agricultural
Labourer with whom I have come into contact, and whom | have addressed in connection withr seve-
ral election meetings, and [ kuow onr ryots at least in Bengal. And I have not the shightest hesita-
tion in saying that whether in intellizence, sobriety or puwer of grasp over different questions, the
average Indian ryot is superior to the average English lubourer who delights in the possession of a
vote. And for me quite unexpectedly I have had the testimony of many Angle-lndians whom [
have met in England to the same effect. I cousidered, therefore, that our prayer, hedged round
further as it is by the safeguards previously described, is a just one.

Then the question arises is this request a practicable one ?  Aflter what you, Sir, have said in
Eoelaud as to postponing this prayer, and confining our atiention to certain matters Dmportant io
their own Way, 0o doubt, but comparatively minor in their character, such as the culnrgement of our
Councils, introduction of an Indisn elemeut in the Executive Council of the Goverument of India
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and the Indian Council in England, it is with every defference to your views and with the uimost
hesitation that I raise my voice in favour of my proposal. In this state of my health I have leen
able to read only a fuw of yoar eloquent utterances in Lugland; I am not sure, therefore, whetler you
may not yourself have advoeated ruising to the first place the proposal I am now submitting. I am in
the utinost sywpathy with you in the proposal as to mtroducing a certain limited number of India’s
representatives in ’arliament. I myself had the honour of advocating this step several years ago,
But I am afraid the English people will not grant it. I am also in thorough sympathy with the other
proposals mentioned above.  But permit we to say that it is ouly retired Anglo-ludians and a very
limited number of othier people who will fully understand them. But it is not from them that we
can expect much help or support,  Wlhereas the guestion of introducing Elective Legislatures wil}
present a clear issue which the English people will grasp and understand —an issue with which they
are faniliar both in the history of their own country and of other countries, that they know of and with
which a great many of them no doubt after some continued agitation on our part will le in ready
_sympathy. No taxation without representation is a maximn deeply cherished by them, and is enshrined
in their hearts.

Itis a difficult matter to prophecy, but I thoroughly believe that this lnst prayer of ours has a
chance of being granted as early as the minor proposals mentioned above, if indeed vot much seoner.
Let us remember that in this prayer of Elective Legislature, we shsll at once have the sympathy of
the Irish Nationalists who form a large compact phalanx in the House of Cowmmens, of the Labour
Party with its growing influence, of the Social Democratic Party, and certain other existing and
living organizations as well as of many Liberala and Radicals, Iere are these organizations
already formed, and yearly wielding greater and pgreater power, whose co-operation we ¢nu secure
if not indeed at the very start at least in a very short time. But this cannot be said in reference
to our other proposals, We shall have 1o doubt misapprehensions to remove from interested,
prejndiced or efticial classes,  Dut I humbly ventare to think that some years of sustained agitation
amongst the English people who, after sllare right-niinded and justice-loving, and are wedded to the repre-
sentative system, will secure our object.  And they have no interest whatever in a poverty-ridden India
with the heavy aunuaf drain from her recources, and furnishing a few loaves and fishes and pensinns
to the official clusses.  All their interest on the other hand is in a prosperous India with the growing
needs and commerce of her teeming, well-deing and contented millions, increasingly buying their
nunierous products ; delighting in her ¢counection with the mighty mistress of the maiu, the inberitor
of the proudest, traditions of progress and liberty. the Mother and Dispenser of free institutions and
the ecentre of the largest and the most powerful- Empire that the workd has ever seen.  Beloved
England , bow I love thee and clierish the memory of many dear friends and the righteous and heroie
men and women whomn I have met in your glorions laud. Speak .of loyalty to England! What
loyalty ean be greater than that of this country. with its noble past and suceceding gloom rejoicing in
the helping haud lent her by the English  people in her time of distress, and raising ler, glorying in
the intelligence, the skill, the sobriety and the woral grandeur of ber people, to her rightful place
amongst the nations of the world 7 I advocate the granting of - representative institutions and
gradually of administrative power of the people of India because it will intensify and “strengthen the
fecling of loyalty to England, because it will be alike to the interests, material and moral, of both the
people, because it will make more abiding, more permanent and more glorious the connection between
the two countries, both belunging to the same Aryan stock, which Providence in its Dispensation has
brought together. :

I have taken mare space with this subject than I had intended on account of its supreme
importance and eomparative novelty. 1 do not enter into the question of a constitution for the
Congress and other topics. I need hardly say that I am not wedded to the particular system of
election, » short outline of which T have given in this letter. 1 darcsay a much Letter systewm may
be devised. It is the sysfem of representative Institutions, it is controlling the destinies of Tudia by her
own people, subject, it may be, to certain safe-guards, it is preventing the unmanning and the demoral-
ising effects of the preseut system Ly which Indians are kept away from the higher posts, and in
consequence of which they are every day losing whatever of manliness, of fitness to command and
control which they possessed in the past, that I advocate, and on behalf of which I raise my voice in
these perhaps my closing days.

. As to the mecthod to be pursued to attain our end, I need not say anything more,
T have already said that it will be absolutely constitutional, appealing to the conscience and reason,
yea, even the gencrosity of the English people. T trust, therefore, that I have said enough to show
that our prayer for the Representative system and enlarged liberty is just and practicalle, and is to be
earried on by loyal and constitutional methods. I trust I shall not be considered a revolutionary,
but moderate, just and reasvnable in my proposal, and that from the Heoly City of Benares will go
forth in trumpet tones the holy cry of freedom that from the city which, it is said, belongs not to
Earth and where Emancipation is granted to the Spirit from the terrors of ¢ Yama,” the mighty
Lord of Death, the sweet and melting strain of Emancipation from official thraldom, shall go over the
length and breadth of this land, swakening new life, infnsing new vigor, kindling new enthusiasm
and mceting with responsive sympathy Irem the heart of the Great English Nation,

In conclusion permit me, my dear brethren of the National Congress, to convey to you, one and
all, my deep love aud kindest wishes. Though absent in body my leart will be with you. May the
Lord of the Universe, the God of this ancient and ever-beloved Mother-land, guide your counsel, bathe
you in the fountain of His Love, and grant you this day a new Inepiration and a new Strength,

Yours fratornally,

Ax Ex-PreaipENT oF THE INpiaN Narionan CoFGRESS.



