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PREFACE. o

Tug Statement exl'nbltmg the Mora.l ani Material Progress and Condj.tmn of India
is presented to Parliament in accordance with the reqmrements of the 26th section
of the Government of India Act (5 and 5 Geo. V., cap. 61), which provides as
follows :—** The Secretary of. Stste in Cowncil ghall, within the first fourteen days
during which Pa.rhament is mtt.mg nexﬂ after the first day of May in every
year, lay before ‘both Houses of Parlioment an account for the ‘financial year
preceding that last. completed “of the amual produce of the revenues of India
e e The account shall be ! ac panied by a statement, prepared from
detailed reports from each, Prqvmce, ch form as best exhibits the moral and

- material -progress and condition’ of Indiay’ - A

v The Statément i’ prepared-in the In a Office from a large number of annual
reports received from India. Many of tk se reports are compiled from informaticn
furnished by District and Political Officer, and are submitted to the Governments
of. the respective Provinces and to the Gpvernment of India for consideration and
review before transmission to- Epgland;] and some of them are not received at
the India Office till about a year after tle close of the period to which they refer.
It is, therefore, seldom posmble to pr ent the Statement to Parliament earlier-
thin the date mentioned. in " the atatute i.e., about thirteer and a.half months

after the close of the oﬂiclal year. | | o

" This year, owmg to ‘the. war, the arival of many reports and returns from
Indxa has been conmdelably delayed.

.

.« The Statement has been greatly curtaled in accordance with the genera.l policy
- of effecting economies in regard to parlianentary publications.

"

]

" INDIAN CURRENGY AND WEIGHTS AND MEASURES.

Currency.—The gilver rupee (containing 165 grins of fine silver and 15 grains of alloy and wmghmg
in all 180 grains troy or 1 tola) was the sole ata%ard of value until the 26th June 1893, when the
Indian mints were ¢losed to the wvnrestricted comngl of silver into rupees and it was notified that gold
coin and bullion would be received at the mints|in exchange for Government rupees at- the rate of
7-53344 graing- of fine gold for ome  rupee, bemglequwalent to a rate of exchange of 15 rupces per

£1, In 1899 British gold coins were made legal tinder, side by side with rupees at that rate.

* The Indian denominations with their British egivalents are—

' Pie = +i penny.
Pice (3 pies) = 1 farthing. -
v ) Yot e o Annoo (12 pid) - = 1 penny.

) Rupee (16 anas) = ls 4d.
#+ A lakh (lac) is 100,000 rupees and a crore -is ‘DO -lakhe. L C e

- {Peights and Measures~—The weights ndop'te'd in Government transactions and by the railway

companies are as follows :— . » »
1 tola = 180 grains = 11-66 grams, St

1 chittak (5 tolas) == 900 = 38-32

-1 ser (16 chittuks) = 2} troy It (or 24% Ib. avoir.) = 933-10 ,,

1 maund (40 sers) == 100 ,, | (or 823 . , ) = 387-32 kyme.
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