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EXPLANATORY NOTE
The Nature of the Trade Recorded

The trade dealt with in these Accounts is the trade registered at British Indian ports between these ports and
‘Foreign countries. The trade of British Indian ports with one another and with Indian ports not British is scparately
registered and shewn in the volume of Statistics of the Coasting Trade. Separate publications are issued recording the
foreign trade of the French and Portuguese Possessions in India. The foreign trade of ports in Native Statss is not
recorded. This trade, however, is small owing to the absence of large harbours suitable for ocean-going steamers and to
the prohibition of direct transhipment at British ports,

Explanation of Imports and Exports

The Accounts of both imports and exports are exclusive of foreign merchandise transhipped at ports in India.
Indian ports are not transhipment centres for foreign eountries to any considerable extent and the trade returns take no
account of transhipments, The import tables record the quantity and value of goods landed whether they are intended for
home consumption, bonding, or re-exportation. Passengers’ luggage whioh is not dutiable is not inoluded in the imports,
but dutiable articles in passengers’ luggage are included. Imports and exports from and to foreign countries by parcel
post are included, but with certain exceptions the contents of foreign registered latters received and despatched ave not
included. Imports and exports of gold and silver coin and bullion are recorded separately and are not included in the
figures of merchandise. Imports and exports of Government stores are also dealt with separately.

Quantities and Values

The statements of both quantities and values are based on the declarations of importers and exporters in Bills of
Entry and Shipping Bills as subsequently checked by the Customs Officials. The quantity of goods imported and
exported is recorded so far as it is possible to do so. In most cases the quantity is recorded by weight, though in
certain instances the '‘quantities are recorded by number or by gallons or yards. When weight is the prescribed
denomination different units (tons, cwt, Ib, and oz.) are specified according to the nature of the various articles and
trade practice. The weight recorded is the net weight of the goods, i.e,, not including the weight of the covers or
receptacles in which the goods are packed. According to the provisious of the Indian Sea Customs Act, the values of
goods imported or exported represent ;—

(a) the wholesale cash price, less trade discount, for which goods of the like kind and quality are sold, or are
capable of being sold, at the time and place of importation or exportation, as the case may be, without
any abatement or deduction whatever, except (in the case of goods imported) of the amount of the duties
payable on the importation thereof ; or :

(b) where such price is not ascertainable, the cost at which goods of the like kind and quality could be delivered
at such place without any abatement or deduction except as aforesaid.

The Classification of the Trade by Countries

Imports arve classified as received from the countries whence they were shipped direct to India. This, when
transhipment takes place, means the place of transhipment and not the original port of despatch, except in the case
of goods reccived on a through Bill of Lading. Goods received on a through Bill of Lading are ordinarily eredited to
the country containing the port at which the Bill of Lading was given. Through Bills of Lading, however, are by no
means generally granted. Thus imports are not credited either to the country of production or to the country of
original consignment, both of which differ from the country of divect shipment, in the case of merchandise which has
its origin or is purchased in one country and is transhipped at the ports of other countries, or conveyed through other
countries by rail for shipment to India.

Exports are ordinarily credited to the country containing the port of destination as declared by the exporters in
the shipping bills, whether carried there direct or after transhipment,

Special mention must be made of exports to Egypt which until the year 1903-04 consisted to a large extent of
rice, wheat, ete., consigned to Port Said to await orders for delivery in ports beyond the Canal. From 1903-04, however,
exporters have been required to give information, as soon after shipment as it is obtainable, of the actual destination
of these consignments, and as the result of the amended classification the recorded exports to Egypt were reduced by
over £5 millions, equal to 85 per cent. The distribution of the exports among European countries is thus recorded
with greater exactness, but it is still imperfect, and much of the trade shown as to or from Holland and Belgium is in
reality trade with Germany. The distribution of the trade among Eastern countries is, however, far more imperfect ;
~ for most of the large trade with Hongkong is trade with China, though some of it is with Japan, the Philippines, and
America. Arnd a large portion of the trade assigned to the Straits Settlements is really trade with the Far East. Colombo
(Ceylon) and Aden are also entrepdis of trade, and a considerable proportion of the goods despatched to or received ifrom
those ports represents transit trade,



Arrangement of the Tables

In the tables contained in Volume I articles of trade are grouped under the following main heads :—== |

I. Animals living.-
II. Articles of Food and Drink.
TIT. Metals and Manufactures of Metals.
IV. Chemicals, Drugs, Medicines, Narcotios, Dyeing and Tanning Materials.

.V, Oils.
VI. Raw Materials and unmanufactured Articles.
VII. Articles Manufactured and partly Manufactured.
The sub-heads and items specified under sub-heads are in alphabetical order. A. complete li i
specified is attached to this note. mplote lish of al thf iterms
In Volume I, the trade in each article with each country is recorded separately when its value is R1,0
If the value of the trade with any country in any particular article is less than Bl,OgO it is grouped under 2?1901'0??]?(;
heads—¢ Other British Possessions” or * Other Foreign Countries,”” A complets list of all the countries the trad
with which is separately recorded is attached to this note. e
In Volume II,table No. 9, the list of articles follows the classification adopted in the tariff sch
Nos, 11, 12, 13 and 22, articles are arranged in alphabetical oxder. B arilf schedules, ~In tables
The term ¢ Indian merchandise” comprises all goods which are of the growth, produce or man .f i1 ia.
In_dmp merchandise is distinguished from British or Foreign merchandise in t%xe dec’la}.;ation of shippl:arasc z‘;]::lgfiin%?é
shipping bills from which trade statistics are compiled. :



