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DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS' TRADE. 

COMMERCIIAL REPRESENTATION ABROAD. 
In order to foster British 0_88&8 trade to the utmost utent, the 

Department of -Overseas Trade hu developed and controls the follomg 
Services, of Commerci&l InWligenoe Officere over_:-

1. The Trade Commissioner and Imperial Trade Correspondent 
, 'Services in the Empire. ' ' : 
2. The Commel'Ciai D;plomaRl Senice attached ,to the British Diplo

matic Missions in foreign eountries.. 
3. The British Consular Service in foreign countries. 

1. At the present time therll" are 12 Trade Commissioner.' Offices 
established in various parts of tha Empire overseas, vi •• : thr_ atationed 
in Caru!de, at Montreal,. Toronto and Winnipeg, rll9~ely; t.!"o in 
South Africa, at Johannesburg and Cape Town; two m Australia, at 
Melbourne and Sydney; one in India (to cover Ceylon), at prel<lnt at 
Colcutta; and one eacll in New Zealand, at Wellington; in the Straita 
Settiementa, at Singapore; in British Eaet· Africa, at Nairobi j and in the 
British West Inllies, at ,Trinidad. , ' 

The Trade CommiBBionmi in the Dominions have the aaaiatanee of 
Imperi&l. Trade Corre.pondenta' at a number of important centres, \md 
the Department also has the services of Correspondenta in various parts 
of the Empire, in which at preaent there is no Trade Commissioner. 

The Department is represented in India by Mr. T. M.. Ai_gh, 
O.B.E., H.M. Senior Trade CommiBBioner, India and, Ceylon. 

2. The Commercial Diplomatic Service consists of between forty and tifty 
posts in all, and the officers of the Service are statiQned in all the more 
important foreign markets of the world. With tha exception of a few 
officers who, for the tim& being. hold appaintmenta as "Commercia] 
CommiBBioners,'~ the members of the Commerci&l DiplomaRl Service are 
styled" Commercial Counsellor. " .in the highest grade, and". Commercial 
Secretaries" in tha'three "lower' gralles. They are members of the stati' 
of the British Embasay or Lellation in which they aerve. 

The Commercial Diplomatic Officer has genera] supervision over th. 
comma}';!ial work' of the Consular Officers in his area, and, with the 
()o-operation of, these two Services, a complete network of Governm",~ 
Comme}';!ial RepNSentatives is thrown over foreign countries. t .... .?' 

3. The Consular Service is being r ... organised and established on an 
improved footing. Emphasia is being thrown 'on the importance of the 
()ommerci&l side of Consular work, and eV8l'J effort is being made to recruit 
for the Consular Service men with the necessary qualilication. for the 
work which they will handle. ". • 

4. Memb~ of British firma are ~~ed to call upon the DepartnUmt'. 
~presentative abroad when they Vl8lt an over-. country. It is also 
lmportant that thay should make a point of their Representativea n.broad 
keeping in cloae touch with the Department's oftklere. 

A handbook, giving further details of the above Service. can be 
obtained on application at the Department of OverBeall Trad~ 35 OIl 
Queen Str~, S.W.!. ' , ' 

NOTIL 

It 'Aould be u1ld ... ,tooa that the view. exprai",j in amwal reJlort. 
are the vi.",. of the of!i.c .... • tlumBe/;uu and OIfe 1Iot ",ecu.ariZv in aU 
.... peets t1l,. "ie",. 0/ tAB Departm .. nt. ' 
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COVERING DESPATCH. ( 

To the RIGHT HONOURABLE STANLEY BALDWIN, M.P., 

Sm, 

• President of ~e Boa.rd of Trade. 

office of H.M. Trade Commissioner, . 
6, Royal Excha.nge PIa.ce, 

Ca.lcutta.. 

21st July,. 1921. 

.' 

I HA VB ihe honour 10 forwa.rd for your informa.tion a. gener.u 
review of the conditions and proepeets of British $mde in India 
during the fiscal years 1919-20 aJnd 1920-21. . . 

The period under review ha.s· been so abnormal and ha.s 
been so ma.rkedly a. transitional period of recovery after the 
wa.r, that _t is extraordinarily difficult to draw safe conclusions 
from the. mJl-ny tendencies which emerge from a. time of such 
violent fluctuations. Thes~ difficulties are increa.sed by the fact 
that I am unable to write from personal observation of conditions 
during 1920, as I was absent on ad!. officili.l ~ to Persia. and 
the United Kingdom during the whole .of that year. I have 
therefore been forced 10 draw upon Indian Government publica.
tions and other sources for m~ of my facts, and this accounts 
for the unusuaJ number of quota.tiontl from various ILUthorities. 

I have to acknowledge the great assistance whichihe 
Commerce and Industry Department of the Government-of 
India ha.s co.ntinued to render during ~he perioo. In pa.rticul3ir, 
I am indebted 10 the Director-General of Commercial Intelli
gence, India, the .Director of Stati!\tics, t.he Controller of 
Currency, and the various Collectors of Customs for information 
which be always been reallily furnisbed. 

I ba.ve ithe honour to pe, 

Sir, 

Your most obedierit Servant. 

THOMAS M. A.mSCOUGH, 

H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Ind~. 
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DISTRlB'C'TION OF INDIAN TRADE 
(a) COMMODITIES. 

Relative proportion of prinoipal groups $ld of commodities in tile 

Export and Import Trade of Imlia. in 1920-21, as compared with 
"the average of the five pre-war yea.rs, 1909-10 to i91S-14. . 
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DISTRIBUTION OF INDIAN TRADE 
. (6) OOUNTRIES. 

Relative sha~e of the principal . countries in' the Import and 
Expon Trade in '19~0-21, '&II compared with ~e average of the five 
pre-war years 1909-10 to 1915-:14. 
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