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A LETTER BY WAY OF PREFACE 

TO THE ENGLISH EDITION 

.l'rfy dear Vi'comte d' Humz"eres, 

Thank you very much indeed for your book 
on the Island and the Empz"re which I have 
been rearlz"ng wz"th the greatest enjoyment. • 
There are few thz"ngs more interesting than 
to see one's own country from without and 
eyes that are as penetrat£ng (and as merciful) 
as yours make the zizterest a keen pleasure. 

From tlze poz"nt of vz"ew of an z"nhabz"tan~, I · 
am spedally delighted with your trz"butes to 
the energy of the race, a thing which some of 
us at times to-day begz"n to doubt. There 
exists-I am glad you dz"d not see £t-an 
England which, ruz"ned by excess of comfort, 
has gone to sleep and, because it s1zores loudly, 
beliez/es that it is thz"nkz"ng. 

Your comments on the Army seem to me 
very just. Above all, you have put your 
ji~tger ujo1l one vz"tal poz"nt of our traz"nz"1zg 
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when you speak of the men who "understand. 
that they must not understand." I thz'nk that 
ts,at the bottom of many of our successes and 
our failures. It zs the first th£ng which we 
teach our boys. · 

Your studles of India were purely de
lightful to me, especially those of Rafputana, 
where. I wandered once when I ·was young, 
through Chit or, Jeypore aud the rest. 0 f 
the South whick interested you so muck 1 
kno'llJ- out little, though, a great deal of the 
romance of dead India is there. I w£sk you 
had seen something of the new India. The 
India of the factory and the railway, the 
oriental movz"ng unperturbed throug-h modern 
mach£nery and ador-ing h-is Gods in the shadow 
of the engine-sheds and the boiler-rooms. It 
ts not beautiful, but it zs st"gnijicant. 

Believe me, 1 agree most cordially w£th all 
you say on the value of a good understandz"ng 
between our countries ,· and thzs not only for 
the need of to-day, o.ut for the hope of to
morrow. The two lands, so -it seems to me, 
supplement eack other in temperament and 
outlook, in logic and fact. Even if tht"s were 
not the case, we must remember that there z"s 
not so much of lt:berty left t"n Eastern Europe 
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that the two leaders of Freedom should dare 
to dispute betwee1z themselves. We both have 
to deal wz"th the "unfrei" peoples, the ve£/ed 
and cramped lands where the word of a kz"ng 
£s absolute power. If we should quarrel, who 
w-ill profit? The Mi'ddle Ages wz"th the 
modent gu1zs. Isn't that true? 

If I could see you, I could discuss more at 
ease than here a thousand interes#ng matters· 
£n your book. Notably what you have ob
served of the na#onal coolness of temperament. 
No, our "chastz"ty" z"s not all cant. It £s an· 
adminz"stratz"ve necessz"ty forced upon us by the 
density of the population. I mag£ne a land 
wz"th four hundred people to the square mile
if they were penetrated wz"tk a refined and 

\ 

endurz"1zg sensuality I It would be an orgy.! 
It would -impede traffic. Consequently, we .. 
are brief and bus£nesslz"ke £n such. matters. 
A !so i't z"s a meat1ed people, of whom 6,ooo,ooo 
(or more than one seventh) l£ve £n a city whz"ch, 
for jive months of the year, swims z"n sem£
obscunty alternati'ng wi'th profound darkness. 
TVe realize that this is exdting. to cerlaz"n 
nerve-centres and we-the land-take exercise 
to counteract the st-imulus. " We understand 
that we must not understand.u To under-
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stand everytht"ng may be to pardon everythz"ng,
but £t also means to commt"t e_verything. 

I have only one complaz"nt to make, but £t 
is a sen,ous one. In your book you have 
said that I adore Offenbach ! I am not a 
muszcz"an, but even I have some dim knowledge 
of pleast"ng sounds and I fear you must have 
m£sunderstood me. No, not Offenbach, never 
Offenbach. Except on a barrel-organ, as a 
reluf to the songs of the music-halls, my own 
perhaps I 

I would sooner be the " aggressz"ve £m
perialz"st '' of fiction ·than an adorer of 
Offenbach. 

Very sz"ncerely yours, 

· RuDYARD KIPLING. . 

BATEMAN's, BuRwAsH, SussEx, Aug. 7, 1904. 



INTRODUCTION 

I 

NONE will dispute that it is to the ad
vantage of nations to know one another. 
The advantage becomes more positive when 
the object of our study is a neighbouring 
people whose civilization is influencing or 
must come to influence our. own. And the 
advantage becomes one of the first order 
when, as now, the nation in question has but 
lately united itself to us by a compact, even 
though it were a purely utilitarian compact. 

Any contribution towards this task of en
lightening one's fellow countrymen as regards 
the souls and motives of a neighbouring race 
is useful and opportune. It is a case, in 
fact, of dispelling heavy and inveterate 
shadows of ignorance and misunderstanding. 
The humblest spark can lead us one step 
forward. Herein lies the excuse for this 
book. 
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It has no pretensions to academic harmony, . 
to historical impartiality or to sociological 
serenity. . It is a· collection of impressions. 
Only, these are not quite the same that would 
be jotted down by a hurried or inattentive 
traveller.. They have undergone the process 
of sorting rendered inevitable by the repeti
tion of the same visits, by an increasing 
familiarity with persons and things, by long
continued sojourning, by the proof of men 
and views, by the study of books and the soil. 
These sketches represent in an imperfect 
and epitomized form the spoils of many 
journeys to England in the course of 
the last ten years, of two winters spent in 
Egypt and of a fifteen months' stay in India 
and Central Asia. In their variety, which 
will sometimes appear incoherent, the reader 
will perhaps discern a continuity of preoccu
pation : the psychology of the Englishman, 
both at home, in the midst of his traditions, 
and abroad, in the midst of adventure, in con
tact with different environments and peoples ; 
as in India, for instCI;nce, where he re-enacts 
daily, in his relations with the subject race, 
the memorable meeting of Alexander and the 
Gymnosophist, as told to us in the narrative 
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of the Greek historian : action and vision face 
to face and dumb. 

The endeavour, therefore, of these pages 
is to give an idea of English life as seen from 
within rather than as observed from without. 
But I should not consider that I had com
pleted the book which I have in mind if to 
these documents, which are in a measure 
abstract and inconclusive, I did not add some 
of the reasons why the group of mankind · 
which the Anglo-Saxon race represents a{r 
pears to me worthy, above all others, of our 
philosophic attention and our social esteem 
(as an eminently valid and hardy shoot of. · 
the specific tree) and well-suited to comple.te 
by its master faculties our natural gifts thrown·. · 
into the common stock. It would be interest
ing to establish that the understanding which · 
has just been effected is prompted not .. only 
by frail and perishable motives of convenience. 
but by more profound reasons derived fro'm . · 
the respective temperaments of the two races · · · 
and to draw an inference as to the future of 
this union (in spite of provisional ·denials) and. 
the great lesson which the world can gain .. 
from a realized alliance of this novel kind. 
Lastly, by way of a first homage to· that 
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English practical sense from which we have , 
so much to learn, it would perhaps be well, 
in passing, to suggest a few preliminary 
actions, a few points of etiquette, useful little 
pieces of advice to prevent misunderstanding 
at the outset. I will try to indicate in advance 
the points at which there is a danger of our 
characters clashing, the occasions of distrust 
that have to be overcome, the feelings to be 
conciliat.ed. There could be nothing more 
delicate nor more useful to be effected be
tween two races which would complemetit 
each other less well if they resembled each 
other more. 

It is here no question of idle panegyric 
or sentimental declamation. I would estab
lish that the business has a great chance of 
benefiting the contracting parties and even 
c<;mducing, in a more or less near future, to 

·the general civilization of the world. I would 
reconcile the profound instinct which brings 
the two races together with the greater, the 
supreme instinct which is that of their pre
servation ; I would look beyond the present 
and show the compact of yesterday becoming, 
for both nations, a guarantee of lasting 
strength and, for humanity, perhaps, the first 
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memorable example of an alliance already 
consecrated by geographical proximity, by 
kinship of institutions and blood, by reci
procal commercial advantage, an alliance 
from which we may one day expect an order 
of more intimate, more healthy and more 
general spiritual exchanges. 

2 

I can only summarily remind the reader of 
the reasons for which the English people 
presents an eminent type of the human 
species. Its constitution, which was praised 
by Montesquieu more than I 50 years ago, its· 
laws, an unequalled example of the adapta
tion of the political machine to the needs of 
the individual, imply the higher utilization of · 
all the energies of the country. The aristo
cracy plays a preponderating part and yet its 
privileges do not cause it to forget its duties ; 
moreover, it is open to all-comers: intellectual, 
military, industrial magnates rise to it, so to 
speak, mechanically, just as its younger sons, 
fall back into the commonalty. It is an ideal 
which is constantly held forth,• which is in 

* H; G. WELLS: .Mankitul in the Making, chap. v. 
/) 
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no way unattainable, which creates emulation 
instead of creating envy. Lastly, it has not 
the ridiculous note of poverty. 

The idea of fortune is logically allied with 
that of aristocracy. The great problem, how 
to transfer the powers of the aristocracy of 
birth, to-day in its decline, to the aristocracy 
of money, is here easily solved. Money rubs 
off its dirt at the contact of those of whom it 
has become the " peer: " this does not happen 
in America, which contains no inspiring model, 
nor in France, where, indeed, it seems as if 
the aristocracy. nowadays, took its tone from 
money. 

As for the people, it would be difficult to 
assert that it is happier here than elsewhere, 
but at least it does not exhaust itself in 
hatreds and revolts and it is deeply imbued 
with a sense of the necessary inequality of 
social positions, which corresponds with that 
of human faculties. In any case, it is assured 
of two supreme benefits : liberty and justice. 
The respect that surrounds a magistracy 
above suspicion (observe the expression of 
an Englishman in whose presence a French
man indulges in the jests current among our 
people concerning the morality of the judges 
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of our Courts of Appeal and of Error: he 
will be profoundly scandalized) hallows a 
system of law from which, through all the 
lumber of its antiquated doctrines,. shines an 
admirable regard for the sacred rights of 
the individual. 

The race is a fine one, full of vigour and 
tenacity and combining both idealism and 
realism. The most marked characteristics 
of its men appear to be stoicism, the practice 
of truth, a sense of respect and hence of duty, 
generosity. In short, the Englishman pre
sents a good specimen of the physical and 
moral individual in a society which espouses 
his wants and exalts his energies to the 
highest point in order to attain the best 
possible result. 

None of all this is new. These summary 
outlines were necessary, however. The 
complete picture will be found in Taine's 
fine studies, those models of intelligence and 
impartiality, which, from the author's mental 
habit, the date at which he wrote them and 
the circumstances in which they appeared. 
admitted of but one tacit conclusion. 
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3 
It would be of a more immediate interest 

to forestall the common objections and to 
endeavour to correct the more stubborn 
prejudices that separate the two nations. 
What are the favourite reproaches which 
we are accustomed to aim at the English 
character? 

The reproach of egoism contains nearly 
· all of them. It is marked by a sort of 
childish. sophistry at the start, because it 
applies the . old formulas of individual 
morality to those aggregations of individuals 
known as nations ; and this cons.titutes a 
first cause of error. Imagine a nation that 
should be "meek and lowly in heart," that 
should "love its neighbour ·as itself,, that 
should· "tum the other cheek also," or 
practise only the elements of Gospel 
morality I The picture is absurd. The 
Emperor William I 1., a subtle· exegetist and 
an irreproachable Christian, would find in 
the development of this idea an excellent 
subject for his next speech of welcome to 
the recruits of the German Empire. 
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I do not mean to say that this morality-· 
that of asceticism, of the ancient odz'um 
generz"s humanz"-is any better adapted, · in 
the era which is now commencing, to the 
individual than to the country. Its formula, 
discussed on every hand, has no longer over 
our minds the empire which it retains over 
our hearts. A noble action does, in fact, 
necessarily imply a sacrifice for our · mor~ 
and resthetic exigencies. Modern wisdom 
will still have a great difficulty in rendering 
palatable this simple truth, namely that an· 
ideal can be disinterested only on pain of 
being unfruitful. 

4 
Under which forms does this English 

egoism chiefly offend against that pure. model 
of disinterestedness and altruism offered by 
the French burgess of our Third Republic? 

That which strikes him first is, perhaps, 
disloyalty. He complains of having. been 
"done," he fears lest he should be "done" 
again. The revolts of sentiment pale beside 
this grave, primordial objection. 

"Perfidious Albion" is a phrase invented 
by the pamphleteers whom Napoleon loyally 
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kept ·to besmirch the British dynasty and 
parliament. It made a great hit. It covered 
all the defeats due to the incapacity or 
improvidence of our governments in their 
relations with England. One of the most 
venerable stereotypes of our newspaper press 
represents us, at different historical moments, 
as·,. pulling the chestnuts out of the fire " for 
a greedy and faithless ally, whereas there 
would have been more just grounds for 
blaming our own inability to see, in a given 
situation, ·the real advantages that escaped 
us, in the Crimea or Egypt, for instance. 
We console ourselves by objurgating a more 
prudent accomplice and recognizing in our
selves a superior, though somewhat belated 
honesty. . One is mindful of that phrase of 
Laclos' which I have already quoted in the 
text of this book : 

., That is so like men I All equally rascally 
in their designs, the weakness which they 
display in the execution they christen 
probity." 

Without pretending to confer upon Eng
land a monopoly to which she does not 
herself lay claim, I may say that the love 
and practice of" fair play" (a sort of middle-
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class chivalry) and of truth, those pronounced 
characteristics of modern English education 
and manners, have made their way into her 
political morals. Lord Curzon, for instance; 
furnishes an instructive type of that new 
generation of statesmen, endowed with bolder 
tendencies, a love of clear and swift solu
tions, a professed abhorrence of the diplomatic 
lie (see the preface to his book on Persia), a 
frankness which is the natural luxury of 
strength.* I know not that Mr. Chamber:.. 

'fc That famous British perfidy appears very harmless in 
the face of the methods of certain rival Powers. Albion 
is an artless school-girl beside Russia. To prove this, I 
will quote the arguments which Lord ·curzon uses to -
establish the reality of the Russian peril with regard to 
India. These are the plan for the joint expedition against 
India designed by Napoleon and the Emperor Paul; that 
of Skobeleff; that of Kuropatkin, the military heir' of 
Skobeleff, who is the leading exponent of Central-Asian 
tactics in the Russian army and whose movements in 
the Russo-Japanese war England has every sort of reason 
for following with interest ; the written testimony of 
M. Zinovieff, the head of the Asiatic Department 'or the 
Russian Foreign Office, admitting the political object of 
making an impression on England and checking her 
attempts against Russia's expeditions and progress; 
down to, lastly, the documents discovered at Kabul in 
1879: the letters from General Stolietoff to the Amir of 
Afghanistan, provoking the latter, after the signature of 
the treaty of Berlin, " to treat the English with deceit and 
fraud," which Russia was to render fruitful by her support. 
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lain h~ ever been taxed with perfidy. He 
.-epresents rather an extreme type of the 
opposite tendencies which we will now pro· 
ceed to examine. 

I 

5 . 
. In default of cunning, one readily accuses 

England. of harshness, pride and cruelty in 
her methods . towards other countries, neigh· 
bouring or subject. Upon what are these 
accusations founded? Let us examine the 
gravest.. The Irish question first presents 
itself: a complicated question, heart-rending, 
difficult to judge with coolness, It would 
~eem as though England, after the brutalities 
of conquest, remained inert rather than 
hostile in the face of the problem set before 
her. Certainly, this inertia is none the less· 
to be condemned; but such movements of 
opinion as the Home Rule campaign and 
such accomplished facts as the recent agrarian 

Stolietoff was sent by General Kaufmann, the Governor
general of Tashkent, and the machination contrived by 
these two worthy soldiers was a master-piece of duplicity 
fit for the dreams of veteran diplomatists. Russia, for 
the rest, abandoned the Amir whom she had duped and 
" the good faith of Russia has never on either side in 
~nglish politics found an honest spokesman since." 
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reforms of Mr. George Wyndham (which 
possibly mark the date of a real renascence 
for Ireland) have closed this phase and rele.:. 
gated the memories of hatred and oppression 
to that past in whose depths every · nation 
hears the voice of remorse. · . , 

There is also the problem of India, where 
publicists, travellers and artists have allotted 
to England a direct responsibility for the 
ravages of famine. It would need a volume 
to study the question whether the sum total 
of welfare, justice and prosperity has increased · 
in India under British sway. It seems im
possible to deny it, notwithstanding . ·the ··· 
inevitable shadows on . that huge · picture. · 
But new necessities. have arisen. That . 
s~arm of humanity, due pre~isely to t}le 
security and the benefits of· the English 
administration, is unable, subject as I it is to 
the capricious rains, to solve the problem of 
its existence. England appears to be no. · 
more responsible for this calamity than ·. 
France for the eruptions in. Martinique. 
This is the conclusion that follows from the 
learned articles of M. Chailley-Bert on the 
immense network of ca~als ~f irrigation it:t 
India, from M. Albert Metin's lucid econo-
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mica] studies and, to mention some English 
sources, from the valuable information which 
I owe to the obliging kindness of Mr. H. 
Seymour Trower, the president of the Navy 
League, and of Sir William Lee-Warner, of 

'the Indian Council. 
Private initiative has sent considerable 

sums from England for the starving natives, 
of whom the greater number have been saved 
by the Famine Relief Works. I could men
tion poor members of the Indian Civil Service 
who have given up an important part of their 
pay for the relief of the same unfortunate 
people. Nevertheless, we read, in a book on 
India published in French (thot,~gh not written 
by a Frenchman), such lies as the asser
tion that the Anglo-Indian officials receivfe 
additional allowances in times of scarcity! 
Man still remains powerless before the sport 
of the eternal laws that grind him down until 
he masters them. Bad faith, chattering 
imbecility, a certain sensuous pleasure in 
compassion all insolently make it their busi
ness to ·distribute the· causes and effects of 
the most obscure phenomena, in whose 
presence true knowledge remains thoughtful. 

Public charity, on the other hand, in 
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England herself, is exercised with a fulness 
which we have no right to grudge. Immense 
hospitals exist by the generosity of private 
individuals. No one c~n deny that the En
glishman is a greater giver than the French
man. He is also more humane. No people 
displays so much solicitude for animals. The 
barbarism of the Spaniard or the oriental is 
unknown to him. Every tourist has seen, in 
the streets of N a pies and Cairo, exhortations 
to show kindness to the beasts, watering
tro.ughs set up for their benefit, both due to 
English initiative. This characteri'stic is n·ot 
without its beauty. 

I· will add that England does not number 
among her institutions such standing re-

I ~ 

proaches as those schools of miscreants c;Lnd 
desperadoes which we call disciplinary com
panies. A nation that tolerates such adjuncts 
to the liberties which it has proclaimed has 
no right to pass censure upon any other. 

6 

To return to English "egoism," it assumes, 
we say, other and mitigated forms upon 
which our prejudices bestow the names of 
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. "haughtiness'~, or • • coldness." This needs 
explanation. , 
_. _ Nothing is more disconcerting and affiicting 
to our expansive (sometimes theatrically ex
pansive) natures than that English reserve 
which is. nothing but the modesty of certain 

. manly feelings, a superlative delicacy in re
fined souls, a scruple which at least dictates an 
incontestably noble. attitude. despite its stiff. 
ness, to the average man. 

It woulcl be essential to remove the mis
conception. created by a false interpretation 
ofthat.nhuman respect"(an exactly expressive 
phrase) which screens the Anglo-Saxon's soul 
and causes him to dislike excessive gestures, 
sentimental quaverings, rhetorical or moral 
mummeries. This characteristic has its origin 
in a strong inner discipline, a certain sluggish
ness pf imagination, a feeling for the "style'' 
that best suits the obstinate rather than 
passionate genius of the English. They have 
promoted this. tendency to the . rank of a 
virtue and with profound reason. If its dis-

. creetness does not increase the charms of 
sociability or the easy confidence necessary 
for ordinary worldly relations, it gives guar
antees against indiscretion, favours the home 
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life (among subjects susceptible to it, for, 
obviously, self-control is of value only arriong 
individuals endowed with a self to· control) 
and imparts dignity, security and elegance to 
the life away from home. Every Frenchman 
who has had experience of England admits 
this. It is only fair. to say that these qualities 
are common to all aristocratic culture. Our 
own possessed them, with an easy grace added; 
But we retain only the vestiges. Our demo
cracy will perhaps look upon lessons taken 
from another country with less suspicion than 
upon those derived from traditions which it 
abhors and which it has but too well succeeded 
in forgetting. 

Note that the Englishman does not maintain · 
this reserve so strictly towards the foreigner 
as towards his own kind. -It is not the solemn 
and supercilious distrust which we imagine to' 
be kept up for the exclusive benefit of the 
alien, but a general attitude. To us it appears 
inconceivable that members of the same club, 
meeting day after day for twenty years or 
more, should not know such elementary facts 
regarding one another's lives as whether~ 
for instance, they be married or unmarried. . 
This occurs, however. Two intimate friends 
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who are separating for years, with a prospect 
before them of adventures, of dangers, of prob
able death, will display a stoical dandyism 
in talking, up to the last moment and to the 
parting pressure of the hand, upon indifferent 
subjects. Whichever we may prefer, we are 
bound to allow more dignity to this power of· 
self-government than to the exuberance of 
the Neapolitan. The latter perhaps adds to 
the picturesqueness of mankind, the former . 
certainly adds to its greatness. 

Moreover, although this mask often covers 
vulgar souls, it also sometimes conceals the 
most delicate sensibility, an exquisite freshness 
of soul and of spiritual bloom, an engaging 
manly simplicity, a confidence yielded with an 
unconstraint ·and a loyalty that never belie 
themselves. And it is not a paradox to de
clare that the Englishman will perhaps raise 
this mask more willingly for a sympathetic 
foreigner, one speaking his language and 
appreciating his country, with whom he dares 
for a moment to unlace the harness of some
what artificial constraint and convention in 
which the etiquette of his education confines 
him in the presence of his fellow-countrymen. 
The relations of friendship of this kind which 
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I have known and experiertcecr l1~ve 'aNi<lyS" 
left a lasting and kindly m~mor~0~li? ill& 
men whom they bound togethef.hlfi@lrJU#gah 
meetings of this kind that the elec~ 
most profitable connexions : they usher in 
wider and more effective sympathies. It 
does, in fact, seem difficult to believe, look· 
ing at the progress which has been achieved, 
that the relations between peoples should 
remain for ever regulated by the same primi
tive instincts that cause the ferine to fling 
itself upon its rival or its prey and that the 
only advance made upon the methods of the 
stone age should be a mercenary alliance or 
a competition at the point of the sword. 

7 
English reserve, as it displays itself or 

rather shrinks back in sobriety of gesture, 
rarity of speech and reticence in broaching 
any personal subject, appears to us so strange 
that, in default of coldness, we tax it with 
being hypocritical. This brings us to the 
chapter of the hypocrisy of the English ! 
How often have we not heard this reproach 
uttered against our neighbours? An im-
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portant portion of our halfpenny press 
would . be starved, if this other old stereo
type were taken from it This hypocrisy,. 
superimposed ,upon the avowed worship of 
frankness, of fair play which I have just set 
forth, appears to us a refinement of duplicity. 
At first sight, our repugnance is justifiable. 
There is no greater effort of impartiality 
possible to a French brain than to explain 
cant and make excuses for it~ Its roots 
touch the gloomiest conceptions of primitive 

·reason : the savage's terror before the im- · 
placable Moloch. I spoke above of the love 
of fair play as a sort.of middle-class chivalry: 
one might say of cant that it is a middle
class asceticism. It is an asceticism stripped 
not of its cruelty, but of its mysticism and its 
picturesqueness, an asceticism that has per
formed the feat of reconciling itself and its 
dogmas with affirmed piratical instincts and 
of installing the Ark of the Covenant and 
the Cherubim of the Old Law on board the 
beaked galleys of the ancestral Vikings. 
Wherefore cant, ridiculous and futile in its 
essence and its origin, burdened with every 
crime since the death of that truculent and 
genial Elizabethan England, the England of 
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Ma~lowe, Webster and Shakspeare, from· the 
murder of Mary Stuart, that bright and 
passionate figure of the Renascence hated by 
tht: Scotch preachers, down to the exile of 
Byron and Shelley, the ostracism that struck 
a Swinburne, the gaol that opened to receive 
a \Vildet the political ruin of a Parnell con.
victed of adultery, this cant is to us abomin
able. It is, moreover, equally ridiculous in 
its fruits, for, in the extreme classes of 
English society, the highest and the lowest, 
it does not don a morality superior to that of 
other nations. There remains the middle 
class, the fount of the living strength of the 
country, which is still imbued with puritanical 
traditions, although its ideas are growing 
broader day by day. Well, it is difficult-noF 
to admit thatt in this class above all, the 
excesses of cant represent the defects· of 
valuable social qualities. 0 pon the whole, · 
he who boasts of his virtue is better than he 
who boasts of· his vices, although we must 
first determine the constantly changing sense 
of the words vice and virtue. England has 
not cleansed of the old sediments of asceti
cism those jars in which they still adulterate 
the wine of the new vintages. But she keeps 

c 



xxxiv THROUGH ISLE AND EMPIRE 

the jars. In France, we have only the press 
in which we dance crowned with vine-leaves, 
drunk, vainly drunk with the new wine of 
ideas that runs away and is lost. 

yes, this hypocrisy is the sign of a great 
respect for· good. Only, it is the good of 
yesterday to which it is subjected by a farce 
which to us appears vile and which, in· reality, 
is pious. · In any case, it is provisional, for 
this good defined according to the formulas 
of future morality, that which is being elabo
rated at the bottom of the crucibles and tinder 
the lens of the microscopes, this good, once 
that it is proclaimed, will obtain an adhesion 
that will cost no effort to man's sincerity. 
The apparent lie takes its origin in a loyalty 
which men lay upon themselves towards the 
divine images and authorities of the past, at 
a time when they are being entreated by all 
the forces, all the aspirations, all the august 
impatiences of ·the future. I think that, 
possibly, England may one day owe to us, 
to the daring and fervour of our researches 
and our thought, the contents of a new duty. 
We will return to this presently. 
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There still remains the worship' of money, 
the importance attached to money-making
that which Napoleon implied when he called 
his enemies a nation of shop-keepers.:_among 
the features which the English tpemselves 
are inclined to disparage in their own 
civilization. 

It might, however, be brought back to 
this, that it is the most modern manifesta:
tion, the manifestation most imm.ediately 
permissible and most ultimately fruitful of 
the ancient will to live. I see in it the 
lawful recognition of the most potent factor 
of our latter-day civilization. Money, in 
fact, is the symbol in which modern man 
concentrates and salutes his _most vigorous 
hope and his most eager desire of life· and 
strength. Gold is the most recent, the most 
urgent sign of the will of power. This sign 
was formerly the sword or the keys. To-day, 
the Ccesar, the priest abdicate in favour of 
gold ; from the decrepitude of those once 
redoubtable forces the new master rises amid 
hypocritical hootings. This fact cannot be 
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discussed ; · it can only be accepted. It jars 
upon the most sacred beliefs of our inherit
ance, but ·we cannot order the morrow. A 
n~w . morality will arise : it is already -
dawning. Wealth will have its duties and 
.itS .saints. · Art. the .eternal laggard, will 
follow,. no _doubt, and some genius of the 
opening century will come, amid the magic 
of a work , as colossal as Der R-ing des 
N welungen, to release the gold from the curse 
of .AI bench l 

Our present duty is to thrust back our 
hereditary dislikes and to prepare, for the 
greatest conceivable good, the new universe 
which is being imposed upon our sons. Gold 
must be stamped with the effigy not only of 
appetites, but also of ideals, of every ideal. 
Gold rewards, as yet, only craft, economy, 
business instinct. It creates only a doubtful 
aristocracy. Every sort of superiority will 
have to owe its consecration to it. It will 
make duties. for itself, in a manner auto
matically, before the threatening socialism. 
Capital can obtain safety only by paying 
tribute to the other forces of the race. It is 
a striking fact that this new conception of 
the duties of gold has appeared and is taking 
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shape in England and America. Cases in 
point are the will of Cecil Rhodes, the en
dowments of Mr. Andrew Carnegie and of 
so many other millionaires. These do great 
honour to the Anglo-Saxon race. A moral 
system which is formed not after an abuse 
nor under the incentive of an urgent neces
sity, but by the spontaneOl:JS impulse of 
generous minds constitutes progress. It is,. 
therefore, a_ very correct sense of realities 
that tends, in EngiC!-nd, to associate fortune 
with success in every career and -also to 
crown fortune with honours. They bestow 
a financial reward upon a lucky general' and 
raise a wealthy brewer to the peerage. In 
this way, the aristocracy is renewed. In 
this way, money is ennobled. . These are 
harmonious exchanges of the . future and the 
past which guarantee the health of the social 
organism, even ·as the harmony of the 
physiological exchanges ensures the health 
of the body. 

9 
I should like to close the chapter of 

grievances which certain persons persist in 
pleading against England ·with a few words · 
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, on. imperialism. The word sums up the. 
majority of the foregoing accusations and 

· . concretes them ·under the appearance of a 
sort of new cult which we love to picture as _ 
,aggressive and voracious. Certainly, the 
instinct which it adorns with a fascinating 
label has allowed itself, like all vigorous 
instincts, to be carried towards excesses at 
which a thinker like Spencer, for instance, 
had every right to be· afflicted.• No 
philosopher can praise the development of 
brutal appetites, the recrudescence of mili
tarism, an apparent retrogression towards 
barbarism These, however, are only the 
first reactions of too lively a feeling on souls 
too primitive, something like the inherited 
gesture of carrying the hand to the sword at 
the appearance of the stranger, which hand 
is held out after the act has been linked with 
reflection . 
. · Let us rather try to represent the purified 
conception which the choicer among our 
neighbours across the Channel form of a 
dogma which, for t?em, conceals neither 
pride nor the lust of conquest, but expresses 
only a higher mission that has devolved 

* HERBEl{T SPI;NCER; Facts qnd C()mments (Passim). 
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upon England for the good of humanity. 
Lord Curzon does not hesitate to write, at 
the head of his Problems of the Far East: 

" To those who believe that the British 
Empire is, under Providence, the greatest 
instrument for good that the world has seen 
and who hold, with the writer, that its work 
in the Far East is not yet accomplis~ed this 
book is inscribed." 

That is clear and distinct. 
Some months ago, in an article· devoted 

to Lord Curzon, the present writer ventured 
to make the following reflections : 

" There is no more inter€sting phenomenon 
in the history of modern England than this 
opportune crystallization of an altruistic ideal 
and this anxiety to dignify her aspirations. 
Its interest seems greater yet from the 
speculative point of view: never did a better 
opportunity offer for studying the origin of 
moral systems.· In so doing, one is exposed 
to the temptation of an irony all too easy. 
In no case could this be addressed to any 
particular nationality to the exclusion of the 
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others. Ancient moralists contended that
love was based upon esteem : humbler than 
the love of individuals, the love of nations, 
to· whose coming all thought worthy, of the 
name looks forward, must learn, to begin 

· with, to be satisfied with less. No social 
group has the exclusive privilege of virtue 

· or of disinterestedness, any more than the 
tight to disparage others. Among the more 
powerful groups, their very power exposes 

· · ·m.ore greatly ·to criticism their methods of 
self-preservation and extension; it seems 
more dignified to look with the composure 
of scientific observation upon the working 
of these totalities and not to give ear to the 
slightest suspicion of that sentiment which is as 
ugly as it is unphilosophic: I mean jealousy. 

"Here are the facts"' A race endowed with 
adventurous' and commercial instincts has 
seen these hereditary impulses aroused for 
more than a century by the conquest of India. 
An enormous field is opened to its enterprise, 
a· field in which all its energies stand self
revealed, become inured, multiply and, lastly, 
seek n'ew outlets. The conception of the 
British Empire appears, takes shape, is 
anxious as to its legitimacy. There is a 
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question of presenting to the world the new
born imperialism, rugged as yet of aspec~, 
far from reassuring for the greater part ~· •. 
0 joy, 'twas a Messiah I Peace to men of 
good-will. · ·~ · 

'' And let no short-sighted sceptic come to 
sum up his impression in such phrases as that 
England has become rich enough to pay for · 
an ideal, or make unkind comparisons with· · 
those old financiers to whom a belated honesty 
is only a more expensive luxury. No; in.· 
insisting upon her civilizing task, the most. · 
marvellous thing is that England may be· 
right. In landing her bales and starting her 
caravans, sh.e has simply proved her· greater 
fitness for managing the traffic of the planet. · · 
And, in the name of the planet's interests, 
which include her own, she ~Iaims that task 
as hers.. That is all. . ' · 

" If there be any irony in this, it is superior_ · · 
cosmic, but it will not rouse laughter at _Eng~ , . 
land's expense, or at least not for long.. The 
question thus put allows of only one reply on · ' 
the part of the rivals of this. champion so 
certain of her strength : to do better. I I1 

every human being, the right to rule is 
measured by his capacity for ruling. 



xlii THROUGH ISLE AND EMPIRE 

"' " Let us add that a poet has arrived to_ 
add an resthetical to the ethical imperative 
spontaneously begotten of the needs of the 
hour. After the sanction of good comes that 
of beauty. Your activity is just, says con
science ; it is fine, replies Kipling.' A great 
gratitude rose up in return towards the in
spired one who thus crowned the ancient . 
and patient effort of those men and of their 
fathers before them, fulfilling the most elating 
functions, perhaps, that ever devolved upon 
the lyre. And Lord Curzon, in the course 
of an official speech, pays Kipling the com
pliment of a quotation, a witness to a like 
orientation and a common passion in the poet 
and the statesman. How powerful a social 
organism is a nation in which forces in other 
respects the most at variance display this 
homogeneity, in which the elect really guide 
the crowd instead of running too far ahead, 
in which men waste so small a part of the 
national intelligence and will ! " 

Other arguments would contribute towards 
showing in imperialism a play of fatal forces, 
inevitable in any living organism to which 
expansion is a law of its duration. And, 
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mark this, it is not with expansion that we 
have to do as much as with co-ordination. 
Imperialism has for its first wish the close 
union of the colonies and the mother-country. 
It is not vexed with needs of immediate an
nexation, it only takes care, logically enough, 
that the spheres of its probable extension 
shall remain free. It obeys resistless vital 
laws, against which our prejudices of. indi
vidual morality struggle with the most 
touching, foolish and vain obstinacy. 

From a loftier point of view, we ought to 
pay England; philosophically, the, homage 
due to every powerful desire for unification. 
and simplification, to every tendency to pass 
from the heterogeneous to the homogeneous. 
Hatred and war reigned, in days of old, be
tween city and city; later, between kingdom. 
and kingdom; to-day, they would set coali-
tions face to face; to-morrow, continents. 
War, I mean the bloody struggle, becomes 
more difficult in proportion to the masses 
which it would have to put in motion. The 
formation of these masses, the agglomeration 
of the nationalities, whatever . the necessity 
that prompts or the sentiments that inspire 
them, ~eem to presage the desirable er~ when 
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slaughter complicated with geometry will nO' 
longer be the really heroic form of the eternal 
battle. 

10 
' 

. I leave to an Englishman animated with 
sentiments and wishes parallel with those 
which have inspired these pages the care of 
pleading with his fellow-countrymen on be
half of the French faults that shock them the 
most. These are principally a cynicism of 

· ideas, a cynicism of morals, an anarchical and 
railing love of negative criticism. But I 
believe, in good faith, that they have less far 
to go to meet us than we to meet them. I 
have a score of times verified among the pick 
of intellectual and artistic England the attrac
tion exercised by French culture. George 
Meredith, who holds in English literature the 
position of discreet eminence formerly occu
pied among ourselves ·by Mallarme; J. M. 
Barrie, a devotee of Balzac ; the great 
Swinburne, who writes admirably in French 
(and even in archaic- French) and who has 
devoted the most enthusiastic of books to 
Victor Hugo; John Bodley and Edmund 
Gosse, tried friends both ; Henry James, an 



INTRODUCTION Xlv 

Englishman by adoption, to -whom our lan
guage and our literature are as familiar as to 
many of our academicians : these and many 
others all love our country ! And I would 
go so far as to say that the sympathy which 
they show is inseparable from the intellectual 
and artistic development in England and that 
it almost always accompanies an individual 
superiority of this kind. 

As for the people, it is ignorant, but cordial. 
I have verified this too. To the mind of the 
people, the great misfortune of not being born 
an Englishman gives any inoffensive· stranger 
a claim upon its sympathy. We have the 
first claim. On the other hand, it hates the 
Germans, even more than it hates the · 
Russians: it will never make friends with. 
any nation, not excepting America, more 
willingly than with ours. · 

The practical aspect of the question is the 
necessary and increased diffusion of the 
English and French languages in the. two 
countries. Both .show a certain want· of 
capacity for this study. This originates only 
from the absence, hitherto, of any pressing· 
need. The two idioms, indeed,· are the 
most widespread languages on the planet : 
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a striking fact, rich· in consequences, heavy 
with arguments. A man who possesses both 
holds the keys of Latin civilization and 
Teutonic civilization, that is to say of the 
greatest treasure-house of human knowledge. 
This fruitful necessity is bound to spring 
from the reconciliation of the two peoples. 
The verb s'entendre expresses it eloquently. 

Space fails me to unfold here a practical 
plan (in the English fashion) for a rational 
teaching of the two languages. The sug-

, gestions that present themselves to the mind 
in this matter are many. They will form the 
subject of a separate study. It is enough to 
say, for the moment, that the manner .in 
which this teaching has, until very recently, 
been conceived and practised in F ranee de
serves no other epithet than that of ridiculous. 
In England, the inadequacy of French teach
ing was set off by a result which was rough 

- in. itself, but at least useful as a means of 
primitive communication. Mr. H. G. Wells, 
in his Mankz"nd in the Making, says that 
he is sure "that it would be a very painful 
and shocking thought indeed to an English 
parent to think that French was taught in 
school with a view to reading French books" 
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(I need not explain what the term French 
books suggests at the first blush to an average 
imagination in puritan England). A plan of 
common action in both countries (allowing, 
of course, for all the shades and differences 
demanded by the difference of temperament) 
would first have to be worked out with this 
object. Next, it would have to be applied 
by every available means: the press, publicity, 
parliamentary action, appeals to capital. We 
ask for only an infinitesimal part of all the 
gold that flows. towards the works of a charity 
blind enough to sacrifice the interests of the 
race to that of its most feeble, that is to say 
of its most dangerous individuals ! · There 
would necessarily be connected with the 
scheme a system of journeys, of mutual. 
visits, the organization of whiCh would com
bine a number of valuable collaborations and 
ingenious· initiatives. Everything is to be 
done in this domain. The honour and the 
profit will reward the pioneers no less than the 
settlers of the conquered territory. We·-offer 
not only an apostleship, but a " business : " 
none but the clumsiest folly could refuse to 
see it, none but the most inveterate hypocrisy 
to proclaim it. Modern ethics have once 
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again boldly identified man's interest. with· 
his duty.· They should never have been 
separated.· 

II 

•.. · The reader would do wrong, judging by 
the foregoing, to expect to find jn this book 
a stubborn panegyric of England, charac
terized by a methodical partiality, dictated by 
a definite intention, tending towards a clearly
proposed object.· If this were its nature, ·the 
study would lose all critical value and the 
author is anxious to state that the following 
notes, taken at ·times anterior to the writing 
of these present lines, constitute straggling, 
unconsidered documents from which he has 
formed the presumptions which he ventures 
to set forth here. These documents have 
not followed on the thesis, but have come 
before them. The reader has but to look 
through them to convince himself of this. 

I know not what the future of Franco
English friendship will be. Our noblest hopes 
encroach imprudently on the ironical future, 
even as our most ambitious formulas are 
riddled buckets which we lower in vain into 
the well of truth. We know all this. But, 
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having not elected to die, we decide to live 
and as entirely as we can. The false scorn 
of self-complacent reason does·· wrong to 
smile at seeing the English unhesitatingly 
take up the nearest work to hand, without 
providing for the morrow and its perhaps 
contradictory needs. This is a grave error 
of our intelligence, tainted of itself and 
limited by itself. That instinct for labour 
is, on the contrary, the first of all forces. 
It errs, it will err, so long as the laws remain 
unknown. But those laws are becoming 
better known daily and the habit of work is 
the one thing which it is important never 
to lose. 

Whatever the future may be, it cannot be 
a useless task to have tried to set up on the. 
horizon of time a true image of a successful 
people. No form of activity, when one 
knows how to look at it, in the corruption 
of its end or the rawness of its birth, escapes 
insatiable beauty. But I do not know that, 
notwithstanding the decree of the purists, 
the promises of happiness contained in an 
ideal of resthetic harmony need necessarily 
degrade it. 

Of all unions of nations outlined at the 
d 
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present time none is more capable of main· 
taining life or more worthy of being served 
in the presumable interest of mankind. 
This alliance has militating in its favour not 
temporary or sup~rficial reasons, but instinct, 
the need . to behold the realization of that 
higher harmony.of faculties and forces which 
the fusion of national temperaments so com
plementary as these would imply. This 
desire (which, in a manner, is as disinterested 
as the wish of a well-disposed Martian 
mindful of the rhythm of our terrestrial 
civilizations) is none the less patriotic for 
that." It is a rare piece of good fortune to 
find two imperatives, that of the general and 
that of the national good, too often hostile, 
now reconciled in one fair hope . 

. Let us take the question in its least par
ticular iorm. It may be said that the funda
mental difference, the respective superiority 
no less than the weakness of the two peoples, 
is that one sees the universe under an in.:. 
tellectua 1 aspect, the other under a moral 
aspect. The Englishman refuses to separate 
the moral end from the idea ; where we are 
concerned, morality must adapt itself to the 
idea: that is morality's affair. The Frenchman 
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is a theatre of ideas : they are so many masks 
whose dance affords him the most delicate 
pleasures ; but let one of them arise in the 
nudity of the brain of a Saxon or Slav : forth
with imperious, eloquent, behold it ready 
to enthral him. The result of our love of 
the psychical ballet is a more brilliant 
civilization, animated, ventilated with· per
petual discussions, sifting every conception 
and every principle, a civilization doubtless 
indispensable to the intellectual movemen_t 
of the world, but dangerous to' itself through 
lack of homogeneity (for elasticity does not 
always supply the place .of resistance), dan
gerous through the rashness of the experi
ments which it proposes and which it risks · 
in the exhausting crises of its revolutions. 

No doubt it is a good thing that truth 
should constantly be called into question. 
But we do not prove our grasp of the law 
of continuity by violently and continu~lly 
shaking the belief of yesterday to its most 
sacred foundations before preparing a shelter, 
were it bu~ a wretched makeshift, for the 
sorrowful herd of which it was the only 
lodging. Truth, like the human being, must 
eliminate its decaying elements without con-
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vulsions, by the very law of its growth. To· 
attack it at its foundations is to thre~ten its 
very promises. One does not graft the tree 
upon the root. Spiritual . voluptuousness, 
which is our capital sin and which intelligence 
finds gnawing at its base, in a manner reduces 

_ the ·exquisite art and the supreme irony of 
our intellectual nihilists to the level of the 
stupidity of the Catoblepas, which, when 
grazing, unconsciously. devours its own 
feet. How different it is with the English
man, with his simple equipment of prin
Ciples, at once stops ·and props, beyond 
which he considers it indecent to let his 
reflections run ! . The speculative boldness 
of the German alarms him; the Russian, 
with his habit of pushing an idea to its 
ultimate catastrophe, offends his common 
sense ; . French scepticism inspires him with 
a curiosity which is a little anxious, some
times charmed and sometimes contemptuous,· 
according to his degree of culture and 
comprehension, although, at bottom, the 
most Athenian of our smiles must produce 
upon him the effect of the grimace of a 
monkey putting out its tongue at itself in the 
glass. 
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Now in both countries there is a chosen 
class that perceives the defects peculiar to its. 
culture. This is a considerable phenomenon~ 
upon which we must insist, for it is new in 
the history of general civilization. No people 
before modern times possessed the necessary 
amount of personal and comparative docu
ments to form as it were an impartial idea 
of its own tendencies and capacities. ·It h~s 
been said that races possessed no justice 
except within doors: the same might have 
been said of their intelligence. 

These tendencies (supposing the impossible 
case that they should be exercised under seal, 
so to speak) would end by making of London 
a Babylon of coal and gold, some warehouse 
of the world, a soulless metropolis of in
numerable counting-houses, and of Paris the 
Rome of a sort of intellectual and icono
clastic papacy, without temporal dominion, 
ere long delivered to the contempt which 
the sophists and Grceculi have always de
served. StiiJ, these previsions are but a 
jest and I will at once ask the reader to 
excuse me, here and later, if I endeavour 
sometimes to fix his attention by means of 
lively images. 
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I know no intelligent Frenchman that has 
reflected or travelled, be it ever so little, and 
is not ready to admit our national faults, too 
often, indeed, with a wealth of disparagement 
which is calculated to scandalize the foreigner 
who listens to it. On the other hand, the 
book from which I have quoted above,. 
M ank£nd t"n the Makt"ng-, points with great 
precision to the movement of modern ideas 
that directs the evolution of English culture. 
The cry of the English writer is, "Give 
books I" He is constantly returning to it, 
as representing the most urgent need of the 
hour. Whereas, with us, our critics warn 
us against the opposite danger: we have too 
long kept up the barren cult of bookish 
learning ; what we need is the direct lessons 
of observation, facts and life. . . • 

In that brain of the cosmos which is the 
human race (I know all the criticisms and 
reproaches of anthropomorphism which people 
address to this sort of analogy : nevertheless, 
we must return to it, once that we pave the 
notion of that continuity of phenomena of 
which M. Dastre says so justly, in his fine 
work, La Sc£ence et la v£e, that it is u a form 
of mentality"), the differentiation always at · 



INTRODUCTION lv 

work has created cells which, served by the 
senses, weave upon the loom of the nervous 
fibres images of the outer world, images of 
every kind, artless, ingenious or beautiful. 
Such is their charm that their artificers 
become enraptured with them, sometimes, 
one would think, to the point of forgetting 
that the need which prompts their task is, 
before all, perpetually to conclude, from the 
shadows cast by outside things upon the 
woof of the soul, which movements, which. 
acts are best adapted to the preservation of ; 
the total organism. In other cells, on the 
contrary, the faculties for co-ordinating ex-· 
ternal teachings attain a fuller development~ 
It seems that the division of labour, the · 
fundamental law of evolution, presides over 
the play of these activities, which seem to 
separate only soon to unite more closely 
than before in the harmony of ·a higher 
life. · 

The conclusion of this apologue · will not 
have escaped the reader. Nothing is more 
logical or more desirable than to associate 
two human groups, of which one, France, 
has the gift of supplying the brightest repre
sentations of the planetary conscience, while 
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the other, Great Britain, possesses the tried· 
wisdom and power of , co-ordinating the 
lessons of those images conformably with the 
greatest usefulness. 

This wish will, no doubt, appear Utopian : 
to tell the truth, what I have here sketched 
is, above all, an ideal alliance. . It will be 
formed some day, across other frontiers, 
what matter ! The disillusions of the 
present count only in existences limited by 
the cradle and the tomb. Besides, it is 
well to open up large perspectives: they, 
lend dignity to the foreground. Moreover, 
the star-gazer who falls into his well cuts, 
in. the main, a less comical figure than 
those apostles of common sense who from 
the Promised Land of the possible carve . 
out little provinces according to the 
measure of their intelligence and their 
generosity. 

I do not think, for the rest, that we should 
look very far into the future for a motive and 
a reward for this hoped-for union. England 
has the habit and. the love of duty : she 
keeps the mental mould into which we are 
eager to pour the glowing metal that 
bubbles in the crucible of our thought. We 
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can cast in it the statue of a . beautiful · 
morrow. 

What that future duty (without which we 
die) will be science will teach us. ' We· can 
look only to science for that revelation~ 
Science, in less than a century, has re-created 
the universe around us. We hardly notice 
it, we who have so long been kept asleep by 
the old dreams. The religions and moralities 
of the past, encampments of an hour's dura
tion, were built up on the old formidable an~ 
ill-apprehended instincts. Here verily is the 
twilight of the Gods and the deliverance of · 
Prometheus. The great myth's clasp and . · 
respond to one another. Zeus, Odin, 
Yahveh trampling nations under foot, have 
crumbled into the abyss. But it is. nof . 
the voice of useless and cowardly renuncia
tion that hovers over their ruin ; the Nixies ' · 
have not for ever carried away the prophetic 
gold from the depths of the Rhine. The 
liberated Titan whose name is Work, Effort,. 
Hope lifts the gold made ·you~g again 
towards the sun. Black, fierce, bloody, 
hideous as thou art, hail, son of Chaos and · · 
Sorrow, father of Mankind ! The opening 
era will take up thy idyll by the voice of all 

e 
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its geniuses, at that turn in the human road 
where the genius of the age that is ending, 
a victim of the ·ancient witchcrafts, refused to 
hear, instead of the bells of Montsalvat, the 
sublime sound of thy broken chains ! 
· The tables of a new Law are in liberating 
hands : characters as yet mysterious, for ever 
mysterious, which the two elders of the 
world's civilization are about to spell out 
with· foreheads brought close together and 
with joined hands. 

But let us leave this region of symbols, 
distrusted by the crowd. 
. And, to . take leave of metaphorical 
language, let us say that t~e new concep
tion · of good and evil which science is 
elaborating will create a new duty. We 
shall doubtless be the first to perceive it, 
but England would teach us the prudence 
and the practical wisdom that should preside 
over the passage from the morality of 
yesterday towards that of to-day. She is 
already taking preliminary action. The 
. bishops no longer. fulminate against the 
scholars. With her aid, we shall perhaps 
form a first necessary notion of respect. But 
into this respect we shall have flung the 
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purest portion of the spoil of intelligence : 
it shall be no longer dupery or pharisaism. 
It shall acquiesce with smiling piety no 
longer in the lie of the immutable essence, 
hut in the truth of the eternal Becoming, 
in truth ever provisional, rejuvenated, per
petually breaking loose from itself, like virtue 
and like beauty. 

12 

I trust that many clear-sighted and well
intentioned minds will make good what is 
lacking in the foregoing statement and be 
able to discern in it some reasons to believe 
in the national as well as human interest 
which the two peoples would have in uniting. 
It is time, in the history of the globe, that 
two nations should set the example, so rich 
in noble promises, of this understanding, 
whether it be limited to a more intimate 
reciprocal acquaintance with each other's 
institutions and souls or end in the narrow 
communion of our effort and our social life 
by throwing into common stock our re
spective contributions to culture and the 
world's progress. Those minds and ener-
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gies whom. the destinies of the world adjure 
will . next have. it as their task to work for 

' . 

that future.. It is a duty to prepare it ; it is 
already an honour (of which we modestly 
claim our share} to have felt it coming. 

PoRT MEJEAN, CAP BRUN 
. May 1904 

R. n'H. 


