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Abstract 

This guide to the draft of the Report on th~£E~£tion Estimate! 

of Indio, Vol, 5, 1811-1820' (with supplement for 1821-1850), Port I, 

Eastern Zone, submitted to the Registrar General, Indio, is intended to 
' 

summarise ~he material presented in the volume for the period 1811-1850 

and roughly for the tr~cts-represented by the present Arunachal, Nagalr.nd, 

Monipur, Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura, ,Bnngludesh, West Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, 

This guide spells out the desi@l of the pre-census population studies aimed 

at comp~lation of populr,tion stutis'tics and statistics on the composition,· 

characteristics and material condition of the people, The guide shows in a 

tubular form the places or geographical tracts for wnich population statis­

tics ore ovuiloble, 1961 geographical equivalent of the old tracts, r~ea 

und population of each tract, methodolo~J used in population statistics 

and sources of the data, This guide specir~ly shows the scope of the 

enquiry of Dr, Francis Buchanan who surveyed the th1·ee districts of Bihar 

in 1810-1814 ond the main features of the survey, The guide oleo summarises 

the des?i'iptive ond statistical material of the :_.ntire volume in a tobuldr 

form,showing the mr.in trend of population histor'' for the period 1811-1971, 

It also presents n brief summary of the material on morbidity r~d mortality 

of the period 1811-1850, The typed volume contains 1502 pages including 

408 stntisticol tables, 

•••• 
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by 

Durgr.prnsad Bhr.ttnchnrya 
:;:;,dJ.on Statistical Instit.ute 

. S_ection I. ',l'he Plr.n of Pre-Census Population Studies 

1,1 The pre-census populatio~ studies were sponsored in 1961 by Asok Mitra 

the then Registrar General; In~a, The primary purpose woe to Ct'mpi J e mnterial 
.. 

r-n ·population prinr to 1B72 scattered" .in. UIJkrv.wn_ sources 'and places.._it was . 

4~ided to publish the material in eight volumes as follows. -. . . . 
. . 

Vol; I- Eighteenth. century 

Vol, II - 1801-1810 

Vol, III - 1811-1820 

Vol, IV -. 1820-1850 

Vol, v ·- :1.851-1840 

Vol, VI. - 1841:-1850 

Vol, :VII-· - 1851-1860 

Vol. VIII - 1l:l61-1872 

.1.2 The fo~h .volune entitled Report-on the Population-Estimates ~f India, 

1820-1850 . edited by Dnrgr.prosod Dhottocharya ~::1 Jibhavati. BhnttochnryaY was 

published first in the series in the year 1965, It was stated in the Forew~rd 
. . . . . 

by Asok Mitra, Registrar Generril, 'India (Jonunry 8, 1965), "This is the firs~ 

of eight projected volume~ on Population Estimates fer various parts of India 
. ' . . ' 

mode from the· eighteenth century up to 1870~ .when the first censtis of Indio was 

* This is a gulde to the draft 'f the Re 6'rt-nn the Po ulotion Estimates of 
India, Vol, IV, 1811-1820 (with supplement for 18~1-1850 , Part I, Eastern 
Region, submitted to the Registrar Generr.l, Indio, · 



planned for execution in 1872 •• •• As this volume is one of the first ventures 
-, - ~ 

~f its kind, I advised that there should be a minil!Dlln of" ·editing, appraisal 

being limited to 10 points mentioned in para 1.5 of the editor1s Preface.;, The 

first volume is primarily designed to elicit suggestions and criticisms for 

improvement. The Census Commission, therefore, invites comments and criticism 

·so·that future volum~s may.be enriched". 

1,3 In para 1.2 uf. the editor's Preface of the volume relating to the 

period 1820-1850 (referred to subsequently as the published volume in this . 

guide),· it was stated, 11 The purpose of the report is primarily to compile all 

estimates of population of India or any part of it and to present them systema­

ticaily .in a uniform manner. Relevant materials about the composition and . . . 
characteristics o~ population such as number of villages, houses, breakdown of 

population into age,. sex, religion, caste, occupation, etc•, have also been 

compiled as far OS possible. Factors favouring or regarding the growth of 

population. have also been taken into account". In para 1•5 of the editor's 

·Preface of tne published volume it was stated, 11Each estimate hc,s been presented 

under the following heads. 

(1) ~ 

(2) Place 

- the year to which the estimate refers. · 

- the .name of the geographical tract to which 
the estimated population refers. 

(3) Source - (a) .the book in which the particular estimate has 
been discovered - a full catalogue; 

(b). the part~cular document or essay or note in 
the book where the estimate has been found. 
Each book is preceded Qy a number which ·is 
the serial number in our registeri 
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. ,•·· 

It .is_foll,owed by _ririothe~ number, e,g;, ESt, XIIA-1 which is the cill number c:tf 

the library where the book was available, BSL - Bengal Secretariat Library, 
. - .. ~. 

' ··: 

NL - National Library, ASL _-·_.'Asiatic Society L:,brary, lSI - Indian Statistical 

Institute, Page numbers in the. third parenthesis r.ofer to particular pages. from 

which materials have been extracted. 

( 4) Materials - (a) Geogrriphicallocation - location of the 
geographical tract, its latitude, longitude; 
boUndary, length, breadth, physical·aspeots; 

·area, etc,, as far as available, 

.(b) Particulars of pupulation - total population, 
breakdown of population into houses,· households, 
age, sex,.religion, caste, occupatiQn, urban.nnd 

:rural. division, any other characteristics ofpopu­
lation, vital statisticl3, other.rel~vant data, .e.g,, 

.. number of villages, mau~as, mahalla~, types ~r 
houses, etc,, as far as available, 

· (5) Method _ - Method followed by the author in arriving at the 
particular estimate ~ch. as complete enumeration, 
enumeration· of houses, availability of land for 
cultivation, number- of ploughs, consumPtion ot 

(6) 

grain·or salt; etc. : 

ExPlanation- Any detailed explrinrition of t~a materials presented 
· ·· und~r it.;m 4, or llltlterials.avaUable ·on. items referred 

thers, e. g.' aescfj.ption of caste and its functic.11 in 
G rural community, rtate of ctltivation, manufactures 
and other procluctiYj;l tlCv•lc.ol....: u~..~..:.,,;,ties, migration, 
raateriol conditions of the people; moral character n£ 
the peoole, origin of tne population, their language, 
habits, ~nners, social_rtllations, natural check, 
famine, ·epidemic, etc. . · 

(7). Gaps . - Any gaps mentioned by the author 1n any respect in 
the population _estimate form~, e,g,, under•coverage 
in respect of area, non-reporting _by enumeratnrs, 
prejudice of the ini'oriDflllt, lack. of 'reliability of 
anv figure. etc.-

. . 
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The editors of this work have scrutinised whether the 
following information is available in an estimate 
presented (N. A. means not available, Av. menn:s 
avail-abl'e) • 

. (a) area 
(b) housee/household . 
(c) breakdown of population into 

(i) male/female 
{ii) occupation 

(iii) religion 
{iv) caste 
. (v) age 
(vi) urban/rural · · 

(vii) others ~to be mentioned_7 

Items 1 to 7 have been, reproduced in author's own words as far as 

possible. ·These are extracts from sources mentioned under item B. The editors 

have inserted. their own ~omments, where necessary, or have collated relevant 

materials ~rom other, sources, but such cements have always been placed within. 

third parenthefis ~_7. Extracts from documents other than the source mentioned 
·• 

in item B.have been presented in a·manner clearly distinguishing it from the 

main source and the document extracted has always been fully catalogued. 

(9) Editorial - The editors have made their own comments on the 
comment .materials presented or have extracted· other relevant 

documents by way of comparison or criticism• 
' . 

{10} Reference to- (i) ,earlier estiffiate 
(ii) latter estimate 

This item is naturally incomplete." 

1.4 ' The above is an extract from puo.1.J.snea vo.1.wne. ~rangement in the 

present volume differa in certain aspects as elaborated below. Under_ (5) Source­

(a) mid (b) have been omitted. If the material is extracted for a homogenous type 

of .document"~ a full catalogue of the volume has been given with particular page 



-5-

It is fol).owed. by ~othernumbilr, e.g., BSL XIU·1 which is· the· call number of 
• . • I , . ' ~ . t • . 

I 

the library where the book was available, BSL - Bengal Secretariat Librnry-, 

m, - National Library, ASL - Asiotiq Society ·Library, ISI - Indian Statistical 
!. •. . . 

. . 
Institute, Page numbers in the third parenthesis refer to particular pages from 

which materials hove been extracted, 

( 4) Materials - (a). Geographical location - location of the · 
geographical tract: its latitude, longitude; 
boundary, l~ngth, breadth, physical aspects, 

· (5) Method 

(b) 

area, ·etc~, as far as available, . 

Particulars nf pupulotion - total population, 
breakdown of population !nto houses; hottseholds, 
age, sex, religion, caste, occupoticn; ~'bon and . 

. rural division, .any other chorocteristic·s of popu­
lation, vitr~ statistic~:· other relevant data, e,~.} 
number of villages, mour:as,· mchollns, typ·es t•f 

houses, etc,,· as for as uvnilr,!Jle •... 

- Method followed by the riuthc r in c.rri v!ing at the 
particul.nr' estimate. S"..tch a.; c.ompJ.r:Jte enumerntlon, 
enumeratio'ri of houses, avoil..;~bility of land for 
qultivntion, number of :)lought} consumption of 
grain or salt, etc, 

(6) .EXrlannt:i.on-: Any dett,iled e:XplanoLion ot· the materials presented 
· ., . · ·. . · under. item 4, or ,:J:.it·3ria1e avc.iloble on items rei' erred 

·. 

there, e.g., desc:dption of caste :.nd :tts functic.n in 
o rural community, etate of ctutivotion, manufactures 
and otl:::er productive ec<..i:lo.aic aut.ivi~l.es, migration, 
material conditions of the· pec·ple, moral character nf 
the people, origin of tht: ?Opulotion, their. language, . 
habits, ~nriers, social. relations, natural check,· 
famine, epidemic, eic. · · 

.. 
Any gaps mentioned by the author in ony respect in 
the population estimate formed, e. g., under.:coverage 

· in respect of area, non-reporting by enumerotnrs, 
prejudice of the informant, lack. of ·reliability of 

· any figure, ete. 
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The editors·of this work hove scrutinised whether the 
following information is available in an estimate 
presented (N. A~ means not available, -Av. means 
available). • .. . . 

(a} area 
(b) housee/household . 
(c) breakdown of populotion·into 

(i) mole/female 
(ii) occupation 

(iii) religion 
(iv) coste 
(v) age 

(vi) urban/rural 
(vii) others ~to be_mentioned_7 

Items 1 to 7 hnye been reproduced in author's own words as for as 

pq~sib~~· These ore extracts from sources mentioned under item 5. The editors 

hove inserted their own comments, where necessary, or hove collated relevant 

materials from other sourqes, but such·comments hove always been placed within 

third parentheds C _7. Extracts f~om documents oth~r than the source mentioned 

in item 5 hove been presented in a manner clearly distinguishing it from the 

main source and the document extrMted has always been· fully catalogued. 

(9) Editorial - The editors hove mode their own comments on the 
comment materials presented or hove extracted other relevant 

documents by way of comp~rison or criticism. 

(l9) Reference to~ (i)-earlier estimate 
(ii) latter estimate 

This· item is naturally incomplete~11 

1.4 The above is on extract from published volume. Arrangement in the 

present volume diffe:ra· in certain aspects as elaborated below. Under (5). Source­

(o). arid (b) hove. been omitted. If the moterilll is extracted for a homogenous type 
. . 

of-document, n full catalogue of the volume has been given witQ. particular page 



numbers where the·extracted materials occur, I£, however, the material has been· 

token from a volume which conto.ins differ'ent essays or articles. by the same 
. ' 

author or by several authors, the particular essay or article hoe come first 

with the outhor 1s nome first, followed by,the title of the essay, then putting 

the wt>rd "I£; the author (if r.ny) orid title of the main volume has been inser­

ted giving infqrmotion on volume number, d~te and place of publication, publisher, 

etc,, r.nd pnrticular pages-where .the relevant material occurs, . . . . 

1,5 No serial number £ollows the catalogued volume, 'Instead, only ~ ll£• 

of the Library or libraries has been given in the third parenthesis, In 'this 

volume, the abbreviation of libraries are ris follows 1 

WBSL = West Bengal Secretariat Library· . . 

NL • Notional Library 

AS o Library of the Asiatic Soc~ety 

ISI = Indian Statistical Institute Library. 

BSP = Br.ngiya Sahityo Parisad, 

Names of. Archives have been given in full,.· 

' 

1, 6 ( 4) Moterinls (a) - "location of the geqgrnphicol ·tract,. etc, iJ mentioned 

in para l.S of the Preface of the published volume stands ·intact, but another 

sub-item has been in the present volume by o sub-heading 11 geographioal identi• . . 
fication". Below this is presented the identification ot' any old tract ()f. the· 

. .· . . 
period 1811-1850 referred-to. in the population estimate in relation the'politicol·· 

. ' -· 
geography of 1961, The material presented under the sub~heading "geographical· 

identification" is written by '!;he editor and typed in single· spnce, On the 

methodology of geographical identification, we shall speak afterwards, 
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(b) Particulr.rs of Population - there are no ch~nges so .fr.r as .materials 

from original.sources are concerned, But there are two distinct changes, 

L-1J (b) nparticulitrs. of Population,. starts with a SUilllll£\ry table 

in the form given below, 

(4)-(b) .-Particulars of population 
. 

Summary table 

· srl. item 
no~ (1 (2} 

1. r~ea in square miles 

2 ,. number of villages 

5. population : persons 

4. 

s. 

6. 

7. 

9. 

. r 

moles 

females 

number of families 

• number of houses 

population per square mile 

average size of a village 

over~ge size of a family 

average size of a house 
, •... ~ ·~ . 
females pe~ thousand moles 

particulars 

( 5) 

.Naturally, this is· a table prepared by the editor, .This table is 

followed by tables or estimates of population reproduced from sources men-

tioned under item 5, These ore colled "Original Table11 where tables exist. · .. 
. . · 

A fly-leaf is ploced after the originr~. tables. The fly-leaf is followed 
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. by 11Subsidiary·Tabl~s11 , that is, tables prepared by the editor from "OrigiruU. 
,. -

Tablesn. The method of constructing the "Subsidiary Tables" has been_ 'giVen in 

the fly-leaf. Obviously, the 11 Sununary Table" is also a "Subsidiary Table"• 

(5) Method - methodology of population es~imates and allied statistical 
' . 

tables as ·given by the author of the estimate has been reproduced in author's 

own words wherever possible. In o';her cases, methodology of orig:l,nal estimate 
. - . 

as understood by the present editor has been stated in editor's own words and 

typed in single space. . .. 
(6) Explanation - the scope is same as for the published volume • 

. ,. 
(.7). Gaps··-- the-scope is same os in the published volume, ·often editor's 

understanding of gaps hos been stated ond presented in ~ingle space. 

(8).Essentiol information- the· scope is same os in the published 

volume, only "(vii) othersn has been oClitted. 

· (9) Editorial commen:!: - . in addition to the type of comments given in 

the published· volume, ottempt has. been made to construct n time series of populn,; 

tion for the relevant points of. time in 1811-1850 nnd for the yeaz:s 1872. (or i881), 

1921, 1961 or 1971 on the bnsis of ~reo indential to the eeogrnphical tract 

covered by o population ~stimote in 181i-1850 through all the points of time. 
·- . 

This time series show the growth between o point of time in 1811-1850, 1872 

(or 1881), ·1921, and 1961 (or 1971). Attei!Yf't h_as been mode to nssess whether in 

the light of rotes obtained for 1872-1921, or for subsequ~nt period,_the pre­

census rntes of populti.tion increv.se obtoined between n yeor in 1811-.l.850 and 

1872-or 1881 is a plausible one. In case of towns for which estimates have been 
. . 

presented for a yeor in 1811-1850, population fo:r- census years from 1872 to 1971 

has b~en presented as for os availr.ble. 
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The editor~al comment also contains·, often, other available estimates 
. . 

of pre-census· period without any critical• appraisal just as a matter. "of 

ordinary references. 

(10) Reference to - etc, .- this item has been abolished, 

The editor's own comments hove been often inserted in between-the description 

by original authors, but such comments hove been typed.iJ"\ single space or 

ended by the word n_ ~~~, where the insertion is brief~ 

Section II, Draft Report of 1965 c~d the evolution of the 
present design -

2,1 A draft volume entitled Report on the Population Estimates of India, 

1811-1820(with s'!1PPleme.nts for 1820-1850)&/ edited 
1

by Durgoprosod Bhattacharya, 

Animo Bhattacharya, Bibhovati Bhattacharya was submitted to the Registrar 

General, Indio in April 1965 containing about 2,500 typed pages. It contained 

47 estimates for Provinces or States, 28 estimates for Districts, 99 estimates 

for towns. In addition, it_ contained on Appendix giving several sections such 

ns (1) Tabulated information on_Districts, Cities, Towns nnd Villages. from the 

. y ( ) East Indio Gazetteer, 1815,. 2a Houses in a large number of tracts in 

Rajasthan, (2b) Edur State ;1..821- number of hous"es, "(5).foctors affecting 

growth of population such as .famine, pestilence, cholera, fever, natural· 

calamity, institutional factors, vital statistics, rainfall, Buchanon's 

contribution to stot"'.stical survey of Indio, etc, The said draft volume 

con"tain"d about 500 tooles. 

2.2 . In December 1965, the present editor sent his suggestions on the said 

draft to Shri Asok.Mitrn_wit~ copies to Shri A. Chondrt Sekhar (the present 
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. . 
I_l:egisbnr'Genernl, lnd:i.n) and Shri KeD. Bnllnl (erstwhile Deputy Registrnr 

Gei'ie;r'ru., ·I~dia) •. In ·jn~~~ 1966; Ashok Mitra sent his. valunble suggestions on 
letter . . · . . . . · . . 

the.'editorrsLregordi~g· the revision of the draft. Aaok Mitra wrote to the 

present JeditoW; -•iAt tlie. outs~t," I agree that it is very important to 'look f~r 
primltry sources wher'ever available, but I am afraid you will not have rnony 

primory.sources· on which you con loy your hands on. Besides.it will be quite as 
' . . ' . 

. well to ·compile printed 'sources which ore of course secondary souro~s. But even 
. -· 

-~he priiited ·sources tlre ·not-oiwnys ovailabJ,e nnd :f.t is important that whatever 

iii- p11blished · should. ha~e tli~ · -~toinp of. some·. authority or authentic! ty ; • • I fully 

ogree wfth_your· comments on yenr, plnce, source,, materials nnd methods, but in 

explanation · ••• 
. . 

we should limit ourselves. to facts as recorded ·• •• 'The expla-

naticn should be mainly restricted to what was already indicated for_the first 

volume.· I think that there is ~lch virtue in presenting data as collected. Any 

interpretation or·eloboration of the data· may be_attempted in a separate volume 

or . in the Preface11 • 

2.5. The present editor wrote to Mitra, nwe are to present tbe materials as 

j.'·rir as ·possible .from primary S')urccs, meaning the sources of origin of the data, 

mostly lying in a manuscript f~rm, Verification of methods and discovery of 

gaps whi.ch are 'essentia~ for fut:rre researches can be well done only when we 

reach the• original sources of data. All sorts of reproduction of data by others 
.. 

should be studied carefully and their comments noted ••• Under Particular• of 

population, derivative tables should· be presented and uniformity of presenta-tion 
.. 

attempted. Editors .should have used. statistical devices. morecarefull;r and 
.. 

systematically so ·that o render may obtain (i) a Stumnary of the data presented, 

(ii) all common ratios such as age, ·sex, rural-urban, etc., where preparation 
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of derivative table possible" .• As suggested by Mitra, the item no •. 6 Explana-

tion in this volume is-confineu to the scope indicated ir t~e published volume. 

But interpretation~ elaboration and critical appraisal on a preliminary basis 

of scrutiny have been attempted under the ite~ no. 9 Editorial comment. . . 

2.4 · Starting·a revision of the 1965 draft.of 1811-1820, it was observed 

that (1) most of the estimates were collected from four secondary sources : 

(1) East India Gazetteers by.Walter.Hamilton (1st ed. 1815~. 2nd ed, 1828. 

2 Vol.§/), A Geographical, Statistical and Historical Description of Hindostan 
. . . 61 . . §/ 

by the same author (2 Vol. 1820""), Bombay Gazetteers and Madras Manuals • 
. . 
These·documents generally quoted population figures omitting statistical details 

. ' ' without · o'fteri caring for a reference to the year or method. Mentioning past 

population· in such a casual manner may be ~ufficient for the purpose of· a 

compilation of. gazetteers, but it is not worthwhile. just to extract such 

cqsually mentioned population figures for a project designed to collect past 

population statistics with an ultimate view to build up statistically valid 

series connected with the. census period, 

2,5 Naturally searches of primary sources started in West Bengal Archives; 

National Archives of Inclia, Maharastra Archives, Madras Record Room, etc., iri 
. . 

addition to searches through printed pages •.. At this stage, it was felt that 

mere presentin'g population figures for any past year is not very useful without 

defining the geography of the past, that is,. the location, boundary and approxi­

~~~~·area of the tract, 'and, also ~ithout identifying the tract on a map of 1961 

or in relation to current political geography. Work on a map bibliography 

started as early as 1965 •. 
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. , 2 ~ 6 A ~ap of Indiall/ with prortncial boundary was reproduced by Wctl ter 
.. 

Hamilton in 1820. This· mop wos superimposed on a mnp of 1961 and· the corres-. . . 

. pondlng·modern territories of each old prov~nces of 1S20 on the mop of 1961 

was milrked'out nt district levels by measuring square .• Area of each old 

province was ctl.so worked out on the modern mnp in the following form, 

states 1961 

(1l 

West Bengal 
+ Bangladesh 

· ' PROVnTCES OF INDIA IN 1820 : CORRESPONDING 
· .. TRACT . AND· AREA IN 1961 

· 1961 districts 1961 area 1961 area 
provinces as under·pro- included excluded 

1820 vinces of 1820 under 1820 from 1820 
in sq, mile in sq. 

mile 
(2) (3) (4) (5l 

Bengal· 94,475 11,587 

+ Part of Bihar Sinbhum f!79 ~,535 

24-Parganas 5,285 

Bankura 2,653 

*** *** 

tntal 
1961 area 
in sq. 
mile 

' ( 6) 

105,860 

5,114. 

5,285 

2,"653 

*** 

On the same method, the corresponding oreo of the tract of 1811-1830 was often 

worked out in 1872, 1881 or 1921. Thus the scheme of presentation has been 
. . . 
modified as given below : . . 

I 
2. 7 ["rJ Under item· 4. J.faterial :.. (a). Geogr"ph~cctl location, on attempt 

was ronde to give indication of the boundpry, etc., by extracts from contem­

porary documents ond, .o:fter this, there is a sub .. item under a •it.b:.heoding 

r geographical identificution" 1-1here identification was mode of the location 

of the.1811-1830·tract in relation to the political geography of 1961 either 
..... ' . ~ . . 

with the help of old mops or from descriptive mnterial giving old boundaries, 
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or from identification by others scholars. For example, H. Beverley broc.c'jly 

identified the tract surveyed by Francis Buchanan in 1807-14 on a thana basis. 

We have pursued this and constructed tables of area and population for 1807-14. 

and 1872-1961 (at each census point) for each district. No m:ea of ·cities or 

towns has been presented in this method. 

fJ.fl Under item 4-(b)., Particulars of population, all statistical 

tables (or specific descriptive extracts gi~ing population figures) on popula­

tion, on its characteristics r.nd compositions, and statistical tables relating 

to geography, resources; material conditions, etc., have been presented from 

original sources with .·corrections of: errors in third bracket. This series of 

tables may.be called as Original Tables. It is followed by r.nother set.of 
. -

tables, where necessary, prepared by us and may be called os Subsidiary Tables. 

These +.ables were necessary to recast the old data in a modern form, concept 

and definition, In recasting, the 1961 census concepts and concepts formulat~d 
' . 

by the Notional Sample Survey hove been used os for os_possible. All tables 

containing old.units of measurement were recast into the latest units of· 

measurement. Old occupational tables or occupations os indicated bY caste names 

in old tables were also recast, subject to limitatio~s, to Industrial Classifi­

cation Scheme used in 1961 census .• The basic objection raised against this 

tronsf~rmation of noccupotion•i into "industry" is valid, but we may odd that 

- . old "occupl!if.l.ons11 were converted into "industries11 os for as indicated. and this 
I 

indi'cation may even be lirong in few cases insufficient in some, totally absent 

in.on~ or two cases. Subject to these limitations, we hove tried to find a 

comparable basis between o gop of about one and half century. In this connec­

tion, ref~rence may be mode to the note 'by Asok Mitro on the. comparability of 
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census economic concepts and comparative charts. presented· in the General 

Economi~ Tables ~f 196~ prepared by R. B. Karia!Q/ and also to Paper No. 1 of . ' .. · . . . . w 
1967 of the C:_nsua of India 1961 containing.Subsidiary"Tablea B-I.6 LUld B•II.3. 

lf.ri] Under 9. Editorial comment,: ~e hav · presented time aerie!! of 

population Of the geographical tract Of 1811-1830 identified under II geographical 
: . . .. . ~ .. ' .. 

identification" for t~e aubsequer.t years 1872 (or 1881), 1921, 1961 {or 1971). 

It is well-known that the year 1921 is tllle Great Divide in ~he population 

history of India. Population of the tract for 1872, 1921 or 1961 has been 

worked out taking generally·the population of whole district directly from the 
; . 

census reports and working out the population of any part of a dist,ict either 
.. 

by taking population proportionate ~o ~he ~rea or by multiplying the.relevant 

area by the density of the immediate l<1rger tract. Naturally, the population 

in the serfes as worked out is somewhat approximate, but perhaps enough tor 
. ' 

the purpose. we hove tried to present the adverse factors existent during the 

pre-census and the census period wherever possible, but ther.e is a danger that 

information may be incomplete, <tnd, may even b~ misleading. Asok Mitra pointed 

out, "unless we ·have complete information on the factors determining the size 
. . ' . 

of ~opulation at O?Y partiCular period, we may commit the mistake of over-
.: . ~ 

emphasis on any aspect on which information is foi~uitously available". fbis 
. . 

useful forewarning. has been kept in mind. He have tried to aasoss, whether the. 

population figure os given for orry year in 1811-1830 j'l o plausible one, and 

in doing so, we hove worked out arithmoticol rates 0f voriqtion per annum in 
' . . ·. . . 

·. . 
the pre-census period, and, two census periods ol 1872-1921, 1921-1961. The 

general· assumption' is that the pattern of fluctuations and consequent slow 
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increase obtained during 1872-1921 also hold good during .1801-18.72 unless facts 

to the contracy are;·-present, and 01). this assumptions, the pre-census :r:ate is 

• 
likely·to be around 1872-1921 rates, and in any case, generally below 1921-1961 

rates. 'Thi~··is:a ~~eral working assumption and there. mqy be exceptions over 

space and time. There may be a" higher ~rowth in certain decades, w~ped out by 

a single •pfderndc, followed by a rapid recove:r:y. In a word, fluctuations and a 

slow growth in the ultimate process was the key-note of the general popUlation 

history upto 1921. This· assUmption was used in the paper, Growth of-Population . . 

of India and Pakistan 1801-1961 by Professor P. c. Mahala.:'lobis and Durgaprasad 

Bhattacha:r:ya in constructing the population series of the pre-cf ·sus period. 

We have tried to·present hard facts of the liisto:r:y as f~r as available. 

2.8 The_ material compiled under this design upto ·1870 was so massive that 

the number of estimates exceeded 200 (against '37 in the published volume) and 

number of tables 1,000.· It was not possible to edit this vast material at n 

time; it was not wise _to rus~ at the cost of accuracy and authenticity. It was 

therefore propo~ed that materials on Eastern India comprising roughly the present 
. . . 

_Assam; Nagaland, Arunachal, Manipur, Meghaiaya, Tripura, Bangladesh, West Bengal,. 

Bihar & Orissa (excluding Ganjam) be first finalised. According to the plar,. 
. . . - ' 

the volume for the period 1811-182:1 is the third, and we are considering the 

Eastern R~gion as the first part. of this volume.·This volume, and the part, 
. . 

of course, contain additional materials for the period covered by the published. 

volume 1B20-18'30. 

2.9 The larger tracts having independent status or status sometl;ling equiva-
: . ·~ 

lent to a modern State of the Indian Union have been presented first and are 
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.called Provinces. Next come districts, e.g., the District of Bnrdwan, the 
' . . . 

;I;li.s1;ri.ct_ .of .. Bhogalpur, .. eto .. "-The-:urban' tracts ~.-cities· ilnd. towns ..:.. have been 

pl;ced~.th~;;~£~;;;·_~-~~pendf~:;:i~~~~f~~'-~:---~e;L~s- o~ · Ext;ne~~ · ~!) M~;bidi ty. 'and 
. . 

: ' ., . .. 

Mc;lrtolity.'. A S.eleet Bibliogr&phy &t the end cove~~ only non-census publications .. . . . .. .. - -- . 
used in the. compilation of this volume. A Preliminary Census Bibliography 

. . . 

_upto 1951··.wrts completed two year bock and work on 196l: Clontinuea.· 
- - ..: 

Sectiqn-II~. Sources_ and Methods 

5.1 .. _The Eu~tern Zone contoiils only ten estimates of population of 
• • # • • • 

11 Pr~rlnces;-·K:I.ngdoms i:ind Districts". There ore estimates for the cities and 

towns. The .following table shows in brief the places nnd equivalent geogrn_. 

-Rhi.~o.l tract of 1961, area.nnd populnt.ion, method nnd_.sources of the estimates 

prese~~ed for "Provinces, P,ngdoms nnd Districts" • 

.AREA AND POPULATION OF PROVINCE.':J~ pNGDOM .AND DISTRICTS, 
. 1811-1850 

srl •.. 
no._ 

place and reference 
year· (and equivalent 
tract at-present) 

nren in 
sq. mile 

1. . .. Assam, i8~6-5u 20,182 
(= roughly 1961 district~ 
of Komrup, l~owgong, · 

_ Dnrang, Lokshimpur, 
Sibaagor & Sadie 

· -Frontier Trpct) 

population 
(000) 

( 4) 

650 

method (o) 
nnd 

source (b) 
( 5) 

(a) estimate perhaps bose~ 
on some sort of count­
ing_ 

(b) Parliamentary ~opers 1 
official documents at 
National Archives orui 
the first scientific 
treatise in Bengali­
Haliram Dhekial 
Phukanfs Aseom Buror.ji, 



Table : contd. 

(1). . {2) 

2. Bengal; .Bahor, Orissa 
& Benares, '1812 (roughly 
present West Bengal except 
a.portion of northern hill 
area, Bangladesh, port of 
Goolpara, ·Bihar, Cuttack, 
Bolasore, .Puri of Orissa, 
& Benores as stated in 

. the report) 

Bengal, 1815 (as in 1812) 
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{ 5) { 4) 

162,ooo·. 27,000 

162,000 50,000 

4. Provinces· of Bengal 1822 149,217 57,578 
(some.os in 1812, Benores 

s. 

6. 

excluded) 

Kochar or Heerumba, 1819 

Orissa Province, 1814 
(whole or part of 1961 
districts of Singhbum, 

· Sambalpur, Purl, Balasore, 
Mayurbhanj, Keonjhar, 
Cuttack, Dehnkonol, Gonjam, 
Baudh, Sundargarh, 
Midnopur) 

7,857 500 

22,500 1,462 

(5) 
(a) estimate at ~ome mid-point 

considering available 
figures furnished by Sir 
Williom'Jones and Henry 
Thomas Colebrooke 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

Fifth Report f~om the 
Select Commit-tee of the 
House of ~mmonsl 181%. 

estimate by Wolter Hamilton 
based on existing figuree 
East India Gazetteer by 
Wolter Hamilton •. 1st ed. 
1815 

(a) on the bosis"of a frequ~ncy 
distribution of villages by 
group of houses contained­
in each group, then average 
house per vill·age was 
worked out~ thereafter 

· total houses estimated; 
population·was worked out 

. on the basis of an assumed 
average person pe? house· 

( o) data extracted from._ Bengal 
' ·' Judicial Criminal Proceed~ 

. ings,· iOt!h November, 1825 · · 
available at West Benge~ 

(a) 

(b) 

(b) 

Archives. · 

estimates perhaps based on 
enumeration of. families;· 
a paper in the Friend of 
India · 

some assumptions regarding 
number of _villages, houses 
per village, average per­
sons per house based on a 
preliminary survey of 
resources: 
report of Richardson, Mem~ 
ber of the Board of R~venue 
or Deputation'at Cuttack, 
available at West Bengal 
ArchJ.ves i 



Table : contd, 

m " 

.7. The.District. of 
• Sylhet, '1815 .tind 

· .. 1822 (= almost same 
'as .the district of 
194i} 

a .• Burdwan, '18:15-14 ·. 
• · (=·approximately 1961 
.district (-) Ranigunge 
Sut-division, hal! of 
Ausgram; Katalpur and 

. 9. 

10, 

Indus ·of-Bankura 

District of BhagaJ.pur 
(= 1961·districts. of 
Bhagalpur, port of 
Saharan, greater ports .. 
()f Monghy;-) 

District of Bihar & 
Potna (= 196~ district 
Potna whole, Gaya 2,785 
sq, miles out.of 4,786 
sq, miles, and 479 sq. 
miles of Monghy;' 
district) 
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( 5) 

·. 'DISTRICTS 

2:,861 
5,552 

. 2,400 

8,225 

5,5S8 

1,500 
1,083 

1,444 

1,962 

5,564 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(5) 

data supplied·by ~olleotor in 
1815, basis not known, for 
1822, see the estimate for 
provinces of Bengal, 1822: 
Parliamentary Papers, 
District Gazetters, , 

98 villages and towns enume­
rated, average per twelling 
worked out, and on this basis 
population estimated. · · 
W.B.Boyley'.s paper entitled 
~tctisticol View of· the Popuio­
tion of the District of B~dwan 
published in Asiotik ResearcheR, 
Vol.1.;. 

rej'.•cting Khanah-Sumori results, 
Buchanan first estimated the 
nlli~ber of people required to 
cultivate. land, secondly he 
c0nsidered the ratio of ogri­

_cultural and non-agricultural 
population, checked these data 
thoroughly and arrived at the 
total population. 
surv.ey ree:ul ts of Buchanon 
published by Bihar Orissa 
ResParch society, tables 
procured .from Indio Office 
Library by micro-film 

Buchanon estimated the number 
of ploughman ond their propor­
tion to other classes ond after 
several checks ond.scrutiny, 
arrived at the total popula­
tion 
same os in the District of 
El>c,:~alpur 



Table s coritd. 

(1} ( 5) 

11.··Distric:t of Shahabad, 41087 
1812·1d (= identical 
with the district of 
1961except thut the· 
Police Station of 
Rajpur was outside and 
the tehsil of Bolio of .. 
u.P." was inside) 

12. The District of Cuttack 61 500 
1818 (= Cuttack, Bola-
sore and·Puri districts 
as in 1941 .z:o.ugl;lly:) 
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( 4} 

1,420 

1,252 

(5) 

(a) Buchanon first estimated the 
la.~c: cuH.ivated per plough;. then 
the ploughman, then the rest of 
+.he classes ·on a·proportion· 
oasis; . · 

(b) result of the survey published 
by Bihar & Orissa Research 
Society, tables from micro­
filmed version of manuscript 
from from the .Indio Office 
Librt<ry. 

(a) 

(b) 

men per tilled bigha and their 
portion to artisans, ·etc., ·total 
workers multiplied 01 overage 
size of family, consumption of 
salt, assumed population per 
village, etc., were the basis 
of population estimates; 
Report·of William Ewer avail­
able at West Bengr~ Archives. 

We shall briefly examine each of these estimates and discuss the sources 

of data and methodology of the above table as used by the original author in 

arriving at the given population estimate • 
. l, 

' . 
5.2 Assam -- Assam as called in 1826-50 for·which population estimates have 

been presented represent a small tract r~ong the Bra~~aputra river containing the 

modern district of Kamrup, Nowgong, Dorang, Lakshimpur, Sibsagor, Sadiya Frontier 

Tract divided then into two political identities called the Lo>Jer Assam and the 

Upper Assam. Population estimates presented contained in a Foreign Deportment 

document mid in the Parliamentary Paper on slavery. Tile most striking feature of 

the estimate presented· is the method followed by l:a1irom Dhekial Phukon. W He woe 

·a celebrated father of a celebrated son Annndaram Dhek.ic.l Phukan, urn Assam, the · 

Burmese diminished the popt\Lation by half in 1816-24 portly by massacre and 
' 
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partly by driving 50,000 in slave gangs to Avon, thus w:Htes Dodwell in.the 

Cambridge History of Indiali( Anandoram Dhekiol ~hukan also mentioned of des- . 

tl;"Uctiori 11 0f more than one-half'li of· the poptilat.ion,!21' s. K,. Bhuya described in 

detrtils ,_the nature of atrocities and its consequences on the population!§/. 

Halirrim Dhekial Phukan w_a·s a prominent lllllil of bfs time. HA built up resistenoe 

agains~ the Burmese, ·nnvid Scott appoint~d him as the Chief Officer for rehnbili-
. ' . . 

' 
· totion ·of per~ons displaced due to Burmese oppression. His work Assam Buranj ~ 

:.· 

'~as" first ·publis~ed in 1236 B.S., reviewed in Asiatic Journal 18·3,.,, and in ' 
. 

Somdchar Darpan, 1831 mentioned in Jame ~ong's Catalogue of Bengali Books in 1855, 

and by Sukumar Sen in his Bangla Sahity~ Gadyn!ZI (prose in Bengali literature). 

This is the first scientific treatise· in Bengali language. Hlllirnm's keen obser­

vation ns enrly ns l830 is. surprising, He starts with Upper Assam, defines the 

limit ·or the census area with a considernble degree of .accuracy, and, mentions 

that ozL.:y mnles .were counted. Th_e nuniber of lllQles is ~stilllQted a1; one lnkh. He 

estilllQtes the number of felllQles ·nt llldre than one laid' indicating to a higher se;: 
- .... ,. --· -· 

ratio, Thereafte:. 'J:ie mentions the non-censused area ~J.c1. finally arrives at the 

total population. The rnos_t striki:J.g features of his ohservation lie in tracing 

the causes of errors in populntior. figure3 : undercount.ing. is quite natural in 

areas whete a poll tax is prevaler.t; n violent migz c.tory movement of the popula­

tion-due to an unprecedented politicnl disturbance is a great hindrance to a 

cotint of population; his upper limit of population is 8 lakhs for the tract. 

3,5 Bengal, Bihar r.nd Benares; 1812 The celebrnted authors· of the Fifth 
' w . ' 

Report of 1812 reported to the HouSe of Commons that 11 the enquiries.of your 

Committee do not enable them to state wit.h any preci_sion, or with such confidence, 
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the amount of the population, even of the old territo:des of the Company; cbnsist­

ing of the provinces of Bengal, Bobar and Orissa with that of Benares, afterwords 

anne;ed to them. The .Government of Bengal called for information on this head, 

from 'the collectors and judges st(1tioned in the districts, l:>Ut the returns were 

so imperfect, and where they were aude by.those of two-description of officers, 

so contradictory, that no general conclusion could be drown from them •••" They 

took a 'mid~point between the estimates of Sir William Jones!2f and of Henry 
. _:. ~n/ 

Thomas Colebrooke~. 

5.4 The estimate of Bengal for 1815 is one by Walter Hamilton presented in 

the first edition of the East Indio Gazetteer. Wolter Hamilton's works have bee"n 

frequently used and should be discussed at the very outset• As already stated, 

waiter H~milton publish~d the Eost India Gazetteer in one volume. in. 1815~ in 
. . . . .. . . "§/ . 

two volumes the second edition appeared· in 1828 • In.1820, he published 

A Geographical Stati~ticol and Historical Description of Hindostan§/in two volumes, 

About source materials, Hamilton wrote in the Preface to· the second edition of 

the Gazetteer, 11 To form a geographical basis, Hr. Arrowsmith's six sheet mop-of 

Hindostan and his four sheet chart of the Eastern seas hove_ been selected, but 
. . 

other valuable mops anG c~arts subsequently executed hove also been consulted ••• 

The materials from which the work has been composed, consist of printed documents 

generally· accessible to the_ public,_ and manuscript record deposited at the Iudia 

Boord, regarding which a few explanatory observation will be necessary._The -

British Government in Indio is one which records and reports to England its most 

minute transactions, furnishing a basis for accurate history_beyond these of any 

other state. In conformity wit~ this principle, it is the practice of_ each 
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presidency to transmit half-yearly,, or according· to the exigence·more frequent . . . . . . . .. . ·: 

r~po~ts. in the- politicai, fin~ciol~ mid judicial.; military; public, legal~ and 

ncc;t.esiostical peportments, accompanied with ·c~pies of the .correspondence' that 
J • • • . ~ ' • • • 

has t£ikfi11 "place with their subordinate funt<tionories. These offlciol records ore 

extr~mely."voltuninous, .but :their contents rarely bear directly on statistical 
. ' . . . . 

s~bj ecrs, the .. discussions having senerally originated in some occidental irregu­

lar! tie~;· sucp os.the .robbery of treasure, dispu;ted boundaries, the irruption of 

foreign tribes, deflacotion_of-the revenve, "the" pupillage of ~otive chiefs, and 

other matters of difficult· adjustment, brought under the notice of the Indio 

Boord and Court of Directors. Where no even of the nature above alluded to has 

token_ place, and the'tronquillity of the proVince has continued undisturbed by war 

or controyersy, no correspondence has resulted; and its internal condition has 

remained. so completely unnoticed, thnt the circumstances of.· several .of the 

CompanY.'s old districts of great wealth and ~opulation ore less generally known 

than those of remote tracts, the very names of which are recent. discoveries ••• 

At the conclusion of the second volume o list of these and other authorities will .. 
be found comprehending o large proportion of the ablest of the Company's servants, 

civil, military and· medicr,::.. Besides •Public Manuscript Documents 1 access to . . . . • 
-which was .procured by him by the late _Right Honour~ble Hr. Conning, while 

President-of the Boord· of Control, the_outhor hos been favoured with two most 

important ~rivote communication~,. which hove greatly enhanced the value of the 

preserit edition. ·The first consists of o aeries ~fextrocta from the manuscript 

journal of John _Fullorton, Esq., o:t;"Greot Stanhope-Street, Hyde Pork, the only 

European ~ho has ever mode the·complete tour of Hindoston, from the.Brohmaputro 

to Bombo:y:; ·fl-am the Himoloyp M~untoins tci the St~oights of Ceylon. i'he~e .travels 



occupied some portions of 1817; oi:ld 1818, .thE:i half :of 1ai9,. ari~ the whole\)£ 't820, 
···.~~---~·~.>.r--_.-, -~·:.· .. -··:· 

we're per_formed delib,erat.ely'0 · ·ooa · wfth ·such ail. esto_blisfun~nt ~f horses, elephoots, 
.... ~·: . . . . . .. ' -~-- . 

camels' and tents, as enabled hil11 t~ encllillp. on ~ny ·.spot, ·.~d leave no :wortl:ly . ·.· ; :·- '::· ,•,. '··:'. 

-~bJect of .curiosity uninvest:i.gated, It 'i~ to be :regretted' that the o;iginai .. •.. . . 

' ' 

journal from which these estrocts were made has never been published; ood the . . . . .. . . . . 
. ~ . . . . . : 

estimatiol!-. attached to_ th~m will be proved by the frequency of referent-e, •.• , 

The other document, consisting of seven large folio manuscript volumes, was .. . 
' . 

received from Sir John Malcolm, K. C, B., the indefatigable promoter of every 

measure that can either benefit or illustrate India. These contain separate 

d~scription of above 6,50Q towns, ·villages, hr~ets, rivers, and mountains in 

Centrr~ Hindostan and the Deccan; but the imperative necessity of condensation 

only permitted the_selection of such as were remnrkable.for their'size, local 

situation, temples, public wo:::ks,· or any other extraordinary features"• The 

population was mentioned. casually, obviously on the basis of estimates avail-

able upto date, to vary between 28 and 50 million, 

5,5 Provinces of Bengal, 1822 - Henry Shokespear spoke of the_ method, 

"The details new submitted were obtained by u Circular addressed to· the 
·.I ; ·, , I 

Magistrates of the Lower Prov:i_nces within the last fcur or five years; request-

ing them to call on the Police Thanahdn:::o to furLish the details required 

according to 0. ·form transmitted to them, The copy of that t6rm will be fo~d 
·· .. 

in ·the first sheet of the annexed statement's' wh1ch will likewise serve to 
. ·· .. 

explain_ the mode which hiis:be~:i adopted in swnniing up 'the results". Column (1) 

to (6) of the form is •reproduc~d below• Col> (7) n:Utimber·:'contoining i?bm ·' 
. . . 

,. ' . ' • .. •·. • ~ • - • -. ; . ..1 • 

2,500 to 5,ooo house.s", ·c61·. (8) 11 number-'contnining from 5,000 to 10,090 

houses",. Col. (9). '" nlll~ber 
(11), (12) ond (15) hove 

... -· .- :' ·. .. . . ..... , _., 

containing Intire than 10,000 houses";· ·o~d Sole,-(10), 
been omitted os unnecesso~ to understand the method, 



. FORM OF RETURN OF .POPULATION CIRCULATED TO TilE SEVERAL MAGISTRATES 
OF .. THE LOWER...PROVINCES ::RETURN FROM ZILLAH BnRDWAN, THANNAH' CUTWA 

number of· ·· , ·numl>er of ·number · numLer .· nu.ab~:.. number 
rlllnge in . ·. . village containing containing 

.. 
containing containing 

the thannah . containing from 100 to from 250 tn from 500 to from 1000 to 
jurisdi0tion· ·. less· than 250 h-:Juses 500 houst.d 1006 hoUDes 2500 .houoes 

100 houses 
1 2 ___£_ 4 5 6 

.155 104 ;j2 13 5 1 
55 150 55 666 1500 

51~ .. 1GOo 1998 ·--59 1500 
512x B2xx 59x 

.M.2L ~QQ- J9:x:X 
4529 

Th~· Superintendent of Police of the Lower P.rovinces, continued, 11 Thus in colunm 

showing the' number ·of villages containing less than· 100 houses 1 the number <lf 

. 1 ' villages is multiplied by 55 r.r a fraction of le.ss than ~d to obtain the ·1 

total ~umber of houses conta~ned in the village of that class. In the next 

column. showing the D~~ber of villages abvve 100 and less th~ 250 houses, the 
. 1 

number is multiplied by 150 or 3rd. of the numoer-of houses in.excess·of the 

class entered in the pre-ce('.ing colum:1 and so on in ·;hg rer.:1aining classes11 • F("r 

example, the· total nur.:ber of v:l.llages i': i;~,~ T!1u.n': :·. ;_-; 1dct:i.on c~ Kotwa is 15::: 

of which; 104 .tillages . coritL.ir! 1 es3 than 100 houP'3S, md so ori. The sample data 

given in the £orm mny be conveniently re-arran~ed as follows: 



house group 

1 

100 - 250 
250 ~ .500 
500 - 1000 

. ---1000 - .2500 
2'500 5000 
5000 ... 10000 

DISTRIBUTI0N OF VILLAGES IN THANNA CUTWA 
BY FREQUENCY OF HOUSES, 1822. 

·number of average house 
villages. per village 

2. .5 

32 150 
1.3 333 

3 666 
1 1,500 

more thctn 10000 

total 153 

total 
house 

4 .. 

4;eoo 
4,32'3 
1,998. ' 
1 500 
' 

-

16,059 

Un~er row 1, the overage number of houses per vill11ge :.s assumed at 33 or a 
r 

fraction of less than !rd. to obtain the total number.of ho~:Jes contilined in 

that class". In the next row, showing the number o;: v,;.lloges oontnining above 

1tl0 and less than 250 houses, the numher is multiplj,:d by 150 or ~d ?~ the 

number of houses in excess of tl,e closs" ente:red tl:e pC'oceding row ond so on 

in the remaining cl~sses. That is, 250-150 = 150; one ~hird of 150 = 50, thus 

the multiplies for this class is :!.00 + 50 = 150. In this manner, the following 

results emerge :· · 

MULTIPT~IER USED IN C.ALCPL!,I'~G T"m•.'~ RO~SES· TI-l 
PROVDJCE-S OF BENGAL 1.822 

.e.gr~o~U:tP~-,----~mul~t~i=.~P~l:~i:.::e::,r~:J-~ .. m -~rnge }louses ,,er village 

!CO .:. 250 
2EO - 500 

·500- 1000 
1000 - 2500 

100 + [:(250-100) ~ 3 7 
250 + L ( 5oo-25o) ~- 37 
500 + ~(1000-500) ~ 3_7 

1ooo + L-(25co-1ooo)~ 27 

= 150 
.. 333 
.,. 666 

=1500 

3_-6 The estimate for Kachar or Heerumbn was reproduced from nn article in 

the Friend of India 1819. 11The Kingdom of Cachr,r in 1818, "broadly, is somewhat 

equal to the United Mihir and North Cochar Hills Di~tricts plus the present 
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Gachar pi strict minus the .. · te¢tory annexed· in Gaohnr from· the Pisti'ict of 
• .-· ;'.. ••. ··~-- ·.: · .. ·:~·- ·.· •• '7." , . .. :_ --· .• • •. •. : .. - .. . 

Syl)let in.1.947 •••'.' In arriving at the total populat!ion, the nuinber l'lf family 
. ' 

was coUnted perhaps from tax records and it was multiplied by 6 being the assumed 

size of a family. 
. . .. -.- . . . 

5. 7 . Orissa Province 18ll, - The population estimate of Orissa Province, 1814 

contained in the repor~s of John P.ichardson, !-!ember of .the Board of Revenue on 
. . . ,· . . ' . 

Deputation to Guttack and was extracted. from unpublished manuscript· at .the West 
' ... -- .. . . . 

Bengnl.Archive_s. Richo:rdson estimated the population on certain assumptions. 

'. (1) The British half contains 111 250 square miles of which two-thirds 

ore in a state of cultivation,.ar.d one-third unproductive, one villave.mny be 

given ·to one square mile, ond 100 inha~itonts to each village; 

(2) the _t.ributory half· comprise an eq•1!ll oren of which one-eighth' . . . 
barely cultivoted ond seven-eighths unproductive, .half a village in .each 

squnrEl nile ond sixty inhabitants in ·each village; 

( 5) at this estimation, the British hr.lf co:1tains 11, 250· villages with 

1,1251 000 feople; the- other half only 5,6:::5 villr.g<•S w:f.th a population of· 

557,500 giving a totr.l o.f both portions to 1,462,500. 

508 The District ·'Of Sylhet · .:.615 end 1822 .- Boileau R~ Pemberton ih. 

his Report on the North· Eastern Frontier of Britisn IndiaW and B. G. ,Allen 

w·· in Assam District Gnzetteers .· (Vol. 2) quoted population figures.: Allen says 

thD.t. figure,s _:fcir .1815 were given by collecifors, but no bnsis is stated~ Pemberton 

refers. the populotion to the. -yeor 1829, but it should be .1822. The figure may be 

' found in the table under' the :Provinces of·Bengal, 1822. ·Naturnlly, ·ror·methodo-

logy, "Provinces of Bengal 18.22" may be consulted. 
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5.9 Burd~on 1815-14 -- This·is one of the pioneer str.tisticr.l ~ork in this 

re~on by W. B. Bayley published· in Asiatik Researches, Vol. 141 181i
5
( The 

detniled enumerr.tion of 98 to~ns. nnd villages were ob~ai.ne.d n through the agency 

of some respectable nntive proprietors of estates nnd pnrtly by the aid. and 

influence of Europenn gentlemen residing in the several districts", From the 

dn;o of 98 villages, Bayley ascertained overr.ge proportion of inhabitants to 

each dwelling. Then he tried to ascertain the number of dwelling houses in 

Burdwon distinguishing them as occupied by the Hindus and Mohomedr.ns respec-

tively. The proprietors of every mr.uza·or·villoge in the district or their 

.resident r.gents.~ere supplied, through police officers, with a· form in the 

Bengali lnngur.ge intended to sho~ (1) the name· of village, {2) of the. 
I 

pergunnah, (5). of the police jurisdiction, (4) the totr.l number of dwelling 

hous~s·in each village, (5) the n~ber occupied by Hindus and Mohomedo~s , 

respectively. Thus BurdQon seemed to contr.in 262,654 dwelling houses and r.t· 

the rote of 5~ inhr.bitnnts to e~ch dwelling, the totnl_populntion ~as worked 

out ot 1,444,487 in on areo of 2,400 square miles. We shall discuss the thrF.e 

districts of Bihor surveyed by Frr.ncis Buchanon in n separate section and, 

finish the discussion of distri~ts ~ith C~ttnck, 1Cl8, 

5.10 · ·The District of Cut tack. 1818 - William Ewer was appointed ns a 

Commissioner to enquire into the general state ·or the Cuttack District then 

comprising the.later regulation Jistricts of Cuttock, Bnlosore and Puri. The 

~nqui~·~os necessary following n ~ebe~ion of the pniks. in -~81724( Ewer tried 

to estimate the population on ertnin assumptions. Colobrookef~ methodology 

of estimating the popUlation of Bengal "WOS ·used by Ewer nfter some .. modification 
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of Golebrookeis assumptions to .suit 'conditions in Orissa, Ewer used three methods 
~ . ' . . 

in computibg th~ popUlation and the r~sults led .to. 0.. total varying between ten . . . . . . . . . . . 
and a half'. lokhs and ·twelve and a hr.lf' lnkhs.. Ewer estimated the oren by square 

- . . . -
method. from Snckvitle 1s map,- Ewer estimated "occupied" land meaning perhaps 

paying revenue plus lnkhern1, and, assumed 20 bigho f'or one T.Yot; he assumed 
. . . 

non-agricultural workers at. oz~e-fourth of' ryots; then he arrived at n populntion .. . .. ' . . 

of' rurOl area; with this he added the estimated population of' three towns, 

Cuttock, Balasore_ond Puri, This .led to a f'igur~·of' nearly 12 inkhs, Secondly, 
' 

Ewer worked out the ntieber or villages .at 11,000 exclUding Khoordah, .Same wao 

the number of. mauzas at 11,000 •. He assumed .20 houses per mauzo. and 5 persons . . . 

per house.. Adding Khoord~, this also leads to a population of nea:d.y 12 lakhs, 

Thirdly, Ewer also tried to estimate the population through consumption ~f' 

salt supplied l;r official. white market and private black market, All the 

methode have been presented in the volume in a tabular form, 

Section IV. Survey of Three Bihar Districts 
o.. By. Francie Buchanan 

.. 
The place of' pride of' this volum~ is 

. "5/ 
R. M. Martin wrote in the Eastern Indio~ ' : 

-.... . .. · 

occupied by Dr. Francis Buchanon, 

.. Th~ survey of the district of Behar and Potnu, of Shahabod, Bhngalpoor, 
Dinojpoor, Goruckpoor, Puranioh, ,Rungpoor, and Assllni, forming the j!:ostern 
territories of' British India and containing upwr.rds. of 60,000 square miles 
and nearly 1S,goo,ooo of British subject~, was. executed by the Supreme 
Government of enga1, under orders from the Court of Directors of' the 
Honourable Eas!e Indio .Company, doted .the 7th of January# 1801, wherein the 
Honourable Go1irt observes, "We ore of opinion that a statistical survey of'· 
the country, under the immediate· outh.ori ty of yow Presidency, would be . 
attended with much utility, we therefore recommend proper steps for carryi~g 
the some into execution" ••• The Governor-General in-Council in conformityL 
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with these"orders, nominated Dr. F. Buchanan for this important duty, with 
an allowance of 1500 sicca rupees monthly, exclusive of pay and batta o~ 
his rank, and efficient learned assistailts., draftsman &c., were appointed 
to execute his instructions. The extent of the invel"tigation will be seen 
from the directions issued for the guidance of the survey.by the Supreme 
Government under date 11th Sept; 1807, which were as follows ~ · 

Your. inquiries ore to extend throughout the whole of the territories 
subject to the immediate authority of the Presidency of Fort. William. 

. . 
The Governor General in Council is of opinion that these inquiries . . 

should commence in the district of Rungpur, and that form'tqen~e you should 
proceed to the westward through each district on the north side of the 
Ganges, until you reilch the western boundary of the Honourable Company's 
provinces. You will then proceed towar~s the south and east, until you have 
examined all the districts on the south side of. the great river, and after­
wards. proceed to Dacca, and the other districts towards the eastern 
frontier. 

It is also desirable, that you should extend your inquiries to the 
adjacent countries~ and to tliose pet1;y stotes with which th~ British .. 
Government has no regular intercourse. In performing this duty, however, 
you are prohibited from quitting the Company I 3 te.rri tories'. and are . . 
directed to confine· your inquiries to consulting such .of the.nutives 0~ 
those countries as you may meet with, or natives of the British territo­
ries who have visited the countries in question. 

I 

Your inquiries should be particularly directed to the following 
subjects, which you are to examine with ris munh.accuracy as local 
circumstances will admit. 

I. A Topographical acco.mt of each district, including th,e extent, 
soil, plains, mountains, rivers ha::-bours, towns, and subdivi.sio,ns; toge­
ther with an account of the air and weather, c~d whatever you maY dis-

· cover worthy of remark concerning the history and antiquities of the 
country. · · 

: II. The Conditicn of the Inhabitants z their number, the state 
of. their· food; ·clothing, nnd habitations; the peculiar·diseases to which 
they.are liable; together with ~he means that have:been taken or may be 
proposed to remove them; the education of youth; and the:provision ·or 
.resources for the indigent • 

. !!!.·Religion.~ the number, progress, and most remarkable.customs 
·of each different sect· or tribe of 'which the population consists; "together 
with the emoluments and power which their priests and chiefs enjoy; and 
what circumstances exist.or may probably arise that 'might attach them.to 
Government., or render them disaffected. · ' 
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. . . : )V~ The ~oturr:l 'P~och:;ctions 'of th~ C~tintr:y' : . ·an±r.101; -veget~ble, ond 
min~rolrespec~olly such _o~ ore mode use of in diet, in medicine, in commerce, 
or ~n. arts and ropnufactures •• , · 

·v:. Agric!,llture : under which head your inquiries ore to be directed 
to the following points_: 

1st• The different kinds of vegetables c'<Jltivoted, •••• 

. 2nd~ The implements of husband~ employed, with the defects and 
ndvontages o~ eo~h, and suggestions for the introduction of new ones, that 
may be more effectual, · 

-' 5rd. Tl;!.e manure employed for the soil,. especially the means used for 
·irrigation, 

· ·4th. The-means· used for excluding floods ond inundations, with such 
remarks as may occur to you on the defects in their management, and the 
remedies that might be employed. · 

5th. The different breeds of the cattle, poUltry. and other domestic 
_animals reared b,y the natives, ••• 

6th. F~nces, the various kinds that ore used, or· that might be 
introduced, ••• 

7th. The state of farms; their usual size, the stock required, with 
the· manner in which it is procured; the expense of management; the rent, 
whether poicl in specie or in kind; the wages nnc1 condition of farming 
servants and labourers employed in husbandry; tenures by which forms are 
heln, with their comparativ~ advantages, and the means which, in your 
opinion, may be employed to extend and improve the cultivation of the 
countr,Y. · 

8th. The state of the landed proper~, and of the tenures by which 
it is held, in so for·os. these seem to affect agriculture. 

VI. The progress made by the natives in. the fine· arts, in·th~ common 
~~·and the state of .the ~factures; you will describe their' architec­
ture, sculptures, ond paintings, ond inquire.into the different processes 
and 'machinery used by their workmen, and procure and account of the various 
kinds and amount of-goods manufactured in each district, It should also 
be an object of your a~tention to ascertain the ability of the country to 
produce_the raw materials used in them; and what proportion, if any, is 
necessary to be imported from other countries, and under what advantages 
or disadvantages such importation now is, or might be made; you will also 
ascertain how the necessary capital is proc~ed, the situation of the 
artists and manufactures, the mod~ -of providing their-goods, the usual. 



rates· of their ·labour;. any particular odvantngefs :thej- lllllf enjoy, their 
oolilpar11ti v'• nf'fitumo2e with reapeot to the.: oul ti voters of the lnnd, their 
domestic usages, the nature of their soles·, and the regulations respecting 
their markets. Should it appear to you that any new art of or manufacture 

· might be introduced with advantage into any distric"!;, you ore ~o point out 
in what Jllllnner you think it may be accomplished. · . · . 

VII,•G"mmerce; the quantity of goods exported.ond imported in each 
district; the manner of conducting soles, especially at fairs and markets; 
the regulation of money, weights, and measures; the nature of the conveyance 
o£ goods by land and water, nnc1 the means by which this may be facilitated, 
especially by making 0r repairing roods, 

rn·addition to the foregoing objects of inquiry, you will toke every 
opportunity of forwarding to the Company's Botanical Gorden at this Presi­
dency, whatever uaeful or rare and curioua plants and seeds you may be 
enabled to acquire in the progress of your researches, with such .observa­
tions os·mny be necessary for their ctil~ure, 

4,2 "Buchanon started his work in "the cold season of 1807-8, commencing 

with the eastern districts and then movin~'westwords to Purneo, BhogolpUr, 

Monghyr, Potno, Gayo. and Shohobod, and ultimately Gorockp't.ir,. .1~hich .was the lost 

district surveyed by him in the season 1815-14, The- extent of coup try over 

whi~h Buchanon hod already completed his survey is not always realised from the 

heading given in Martin's publication, owing to subsequent readjustments of 
I . . 

bfuundories and the subdivi~ion of old districts. Buchanon ho.d finis~ed the 

survey of .Assam Volley oreo., now included in severo.l districts, of Rongpur, . . 

Jo.lpoiguri, Dinojpur, po.ct of Bogro, Moldo, Purne::;, Bhago.lpur, t~e Snnto.l · 

Porgnno.s, Mo~ghyr, Po.tno Dnd Goyo distric~s. A fine feat for one man, boving 

rego.rd \'or the moss.· of det«iled information. comprised in each report, ~or 0 

.. 
true appreciation of the.lllllgnitude of ~uchonon's tos~ .it is essential to 

'. 
remember that :t>.is w.ork ·throughout "the ~reo was piori~er. work : he .hod no previous 

accounts to guide or assist him; he hod to fo:J;"l!llllnte the methods of ·collecting 



the details required under each head of enqui11', sift, classify and check the 

information obtained, and finally compile·and write ou~ ~he voluminous repor~s 
··. .· •·· ··'· · .. · . .. . . . . •.. . . . ·. I :~. :·.... -

the ~-nuscript of which f.i::led twenty-five f~lio vo::.Ul;les, He was serio.usl~ handi-
., I .- '' . . o •. • 

chpped by having no ~P on a scal~_su~ted to such wo~k, or even mops showing 
.•. 

accurately the physical featur,es of'each area and. the roods available, He had . . . . 
only REmnel's Bengal Atlas sheets to work upon, and these on o scale of 11:.to 

12 miles to an'inch,,, he. lived till 1829, It was not till nine. years ~fter his . . . 

·de~th that the three volumes of what has all along been known as "Mnrtin's 
: . 

. . l . . ' ' • • 

Eastern India" were published by Rebert Montgomery Martin. These volumes are 
. . ' - .. 

simply a publications of such portions·of Buchanon's MS. as oppea~ed to Martir-
. . . . - . . . . . 

to be a • judicious selection r, It is astonishing that the officials of the Ind~ a . 

Houae shouldhove permitted-these volumes to be printed without Buchanan 

Hamilton's nome appearing anywhere on t:\le title page, It is hardly ne.cessary to 
. ~ . ' ' . . 

discuss the question whether Martin omitted matter of ma~eriol value, He 
' • • • I o• . . . 

obViOusly hod neither the experience of the country nor the knowledge of the. . . . 

subjects decU.t with to decide wl-tot was or was not of rno.terial value", Thus 
. . . . . . . . 23/ 

writes C, E, A. ~!. Olclom in his int~oduction to Shahabod journal of Buchanan-. 
. . . . . . . 

n,;; when the. ·cold whether of 1801-11 began, Buchanon took up the survey of the 
. . 

adjacent district of Bh£<galpur which lies portly ':>.the north, partly to the · 

south of the Gonges, Having finished his work for the season in the southern 

po"·t of the district, Buchanan fixed his heo_clquorters for the monson of ,1811 

at Monghyr, When the'roins were over he undertook the ~-vey of the two 
- ! . - ~ . 

districts of Goya and Potna, which lie to the South of the Ganges, finishing up 
·. - ' . . 

his ~ork for the seoeon ·at Potnn which become hi~ heac~unrters during the rains 

of 1812, Quitting Potno on the advent of the cold w£;ather, Buchanan devoted 
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the dry season of 1~12-13 to· the survey of Shohobod, the.neXt district to the 

West, still south of the Ganges"~ ThUs _stood .the time schedule of the. survey 

of three districts-of Bihar was given by Du~id Proin,1!/ 

4,5 A Bonerji-Sastri·writes in the Introduction to Bhogolpur report pub­

lished by the Bihar and Orissa Research Society, "The defects of Montgomory 

Martin's abridgement of the Reports hove been pointed out by W, w, Hunter, 

Beveridge, Jackson, Oldham and James and renders may be referred to the Intro­

duction-to Jackson's edition of the journal (1925), James edition of the 
• 

Report (19i6) for the districts of Potno and Goyo , •• The journcJ.s published 

so ·for ore -Bhagolp\u- (l810-ll), Potno Goya (1811-12), Shohabad (1812-15); 

uhfortunotely no MS. of the Purneo Journal is -ovui~oble ·., •";'(./ The Bihar and. 

Orissa Research' Society published the reports of several districts. But unfor-

tunotely; !eports were incomplete. Tables of Cultivation of Groin were printed 

in the ·Patno-Goyo reports, but thana tables were missing except for two thonas, 

The other reports CO!ltnin-ed no tables. 

4,4 Professor P, C, Maholanobis considered the statistical survey of 

Buchanon as ·a very important doc~uent of our history and procured micro-film 

copies of the entire monuscrfpt from the Indio Office· Library, Professor 

Mohalonobis desired this humble elilitor o! the presznt volume to undertake the 

' task of editing the manuscript, with his help and ·guidance, with. a View to 

publishing-them in several volumes, He approved of a design· and stor~ed looking 

into the manuscript of Gorockpur when death unfort~otely ~ook him away. On a 

scruti~y uf·the monu~cript, it wa~ found that even micro-film version was 

incomplete,-Severol ·gaps hove been filled up, but still gaps eXist, 
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4.5 For the present report, only three districts .--Bhogolpur, Bihar & Potno 
·,~ " . . . . .. . 

and Shohobod --·comes within the seep~ of this volume, Purniyo and Rongpur 

reports will be presented in the volumefur the period 1801-1810,.the Gorockpur· 

will be token up. with the Northern zone, 

4, 6 . :· We sholl presently confine our discussion on Froncis Buchanon in this 

Guide, 'firstly, tci the three <listricts, secondly; to the moteriol presented in 

the·volume, .ond thirdly to the trend reveoled toking the results of_oll the 

districts togethet surveyed.in 1807-14 when we consider the pottern of population 

history'of the Eostern Regions _of Inditi rind Bonglodesh. We sholl bre~ny discuss 

the methods by which Buchanon con~tructed populotion estimotes, 

4,7 District of Bhogolpur 1810-!§1! In ·forming an estimate of populo-
·. 

tion, Buchorwn did not "rely much on any ganerol stotements procured from the 

natives, because I often found them unwilling, and not unfrequently unable to 

give me such information os I hove wonted; I hove proceeded in the first place 

by estimating the number of people required to cultivote the extent of land 

occupied in every division, having token into consideration the vorious natures . . . - ' 

of the soil-and crop~ the· different quanti ties of stock,. and the various degrees 

of industry among the people. I have compored the proportion between the 

agricultural population ond the other clossee of society, as given by the 

·natives; but with this I hove seldom found occasion to be satisfied, and hove 

endeavoured to correct the numbers in these clo~ses from the very minute 

enquiries mode by the Pondit of the surv~y; because I think his enquiries ,. . 

concerning the vorious .castes occasioned less ·suspicion tho~ those respecting 

the number of houses occupied by cultiTotors, artificers, and idlers sueh as 

being i~ediotely and evidently c9nnected with volue·of each estate". 
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.. 4,.8 . _ . The District o£ Bihar & Patno, 1811-181~- For ttle population of 

town, Buc~anm~ partly depended on offi~ial agency, .in other- parts he has followed 

"the srune procedure of Bhagalpur o,nd ~urniya", "from various statements and 

conside~ations I have conjecture~ the number .of m~n required to cultivate. each 

division, (lnd then mode o!l allowance for the other classes pf society according 

to estimates given.by the most intelligent persons that I could.proc1,1re, In 

doing this, however, I experienced much difficulty.- In the districts hitherto. 

surveyed,_ the disti~ction~.- of Sllkbas; Koshbash, and Chasos, ore pretty clearly 
I 

marked, the ~otter giving the whole agricultUral populatio~, but in this 

district, this division is ]lllknown, and the.: P_~o~le ore divided into ].shraf, 

Pouniyos, and Jotiyos. In order, from the total number of ploughman rEl_quired 

in each division, -to b~ able _to col~ulate other classes of society, _it was 

necess.ary to construct the Fifth Statistical Table in which on estimate has · 

been. mode . of the pro:;r ?rtion of different classes of society actually eng~ged 

in ogricul turr:J. persul ts11 , Buchanon also stated the :nethod of constructing · 

0ther·statisticol tables, !lo111estic servants, doy labourers, po~ters, servants 

ond other labouring clns~es were classed under Jotiyos; and o very small por­

tion of this class. is engoged in ogricul ture, Buchanon also estimoted the lob.our 

force. His.elaborote enquiry wos mostly checked personally, whether doto 

obtained through Pandits of the survey or through official agency or through 

weoltlypeople, _ 

District of Shahabad. 1812-1-?f'- Francis Buchanon ascertained· the· 

areo by tracing boundaries on Mojor ~ennel's map, The boundary wos well defined .· . . 

nnd "unle_ss. the mop11 was defective, the· error in the area could .not be great,. 

:euchnnan traversed the country in oll directions and formulated.bis estimate by 
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direct observntiqn, interviews n~d calculation regarding soil. and cultivation, 

Regarding population, ne eetimnt~d the land cultivated per plough, then the 

ploughmen, then.the rest of :the classes on a p:-oportien basis. 
,· 

:section.V, .Material on Geography of the Tl~ct, Characteristics, 
Composition and Material Condition of . .the People' . 

•. 

5<1 · We .have presented popUlation statistics and also statistics on resources 

of the tract, on the characteristics, composition and material condition of the 

peop~e in original wherev~r produced by the author with the population stntis-. 

tics, We hove· presented under explanation the descriptive material .on these . 

items, All such materials also perhaps are some of the real components of the 
' . . . . . . 

histci~ of Indians Robindrnnoth says liThe history of India that we re~d ••• 
are 

is cinly a nightmare of the dark period of our country. There·.' /.. all sorts of .. 
' . 

people who fight and annihilnt~ one another; father and son, brother and 

brother, ·t~ggle for the'posseosion Of G. throne; if one'group disapp~ars, 

another occupies th~ pla,ce - it .·is a madmelee of Pathano, Moguls, Portuguese, 
. . . . 

French and English, .that makes the nightmare more and more complicated, But we 

miss the real Indio behind this blo,d-stoined curtain of nightmare, These 

histcYy books neve:- tell us where to find the people of Indio as if there han 

never. been Indinns but o~ly those who hove fought and c:!.oughtered, Bjlt even 

in those.dark days, shrife and bloodshed w~re not the rnost important events in 

India, When the storm raises, it is certainly not the most important event in 

spite.of its sound and fury: ~nr more important ic the ceaseless flow of 

( tranolc.tion 

and italics ours). 
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5.2 We are giVing a summary of material presented in the volume in a 

tabular form ·below under three· column heads :I, Place and.year; II~ moterial·­

(1) geography, (2) popuiation st,,t.istics (includes r.:.i.so an.acco:un,t·qf allied 
. . ' - . 

statistical.'moterial presented), ( 5) explanr.tion - mr.tt'>r presented under · . 

item 6 in popu1r.tion estimr.tes, (4) editorial -motte~ presented under item.9; 

III, remarks. 

MATERIALS OF POPULATION ESTIMATES OF EASTERN INDIA 1811-1850 

place & 
year 

material remarks 

1 2 ' 5 
~~~---------------------~------------~----------~---

Assam, 
1826-50 

Bengr.l, 
Bahtlr, 
Orissa r.nd 
Benares, 
181~ 

Provinces 

(1) geogrr.phy - informrition r.s given by Frr.ncis 
Buchanan, Dr, Wade, identification of contem­
porary trr.ct by S. K. Bhuan, Halirr.m 1s r.ccount, 
tr.ble showing oren of districts in 1826-5C, 
1872, 1921, 1961 (2) populr.tion statistics·­
area and population (5) .explr.nr.tion - factors 
leading to depopulr.tion of Assam during 
1814-1820 (4) editorir.l commeni- tabl& of 
r.rea r.nd population of 1826-1850 tract i~ 
187?, 1921 r.nd 1961 

(1) geography - referred to estimates 1815 & 
1822 .. · (2) p.spulation stat~<~lli~- only·area 
rind estimated populatiou · i) explr.nr.tiQ£ -
deficiencies· of e:dstin_ ... atimotes 
(4) editorir.b.- extrtlct from the cen&us · 
report of Bengal :872 -

· on the br.sis of 
facts it r.ppears, 

· populr.tion 
hardly recovered 
in 1872 to the 
level of 1810-1815 
so severe was· the 
depopulation in 
1814-1826, ·the 
.increase recorded­
in 1871 includes 
immigrant popu- Qo 

lotion, 

the estimate is 
M averr.ge be­
tween that of 
Sir ~'~illiuru "ones 
& H, T, Colebrooke, 
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Table : contd. 

--~(1,L)------~----~==n~----~------~-----.(~5~)--·-------

,Bengal; 
1815 

Provinces 
of Bengal, 
1822 . 

(.lJ. geography - locution and oren, tables 
of loncl use and topographical statistics of 

• Beng~l and Bihar· sepnnttely (2) populo,.ioa -
stot~stics - oren and population only 
.( 5) · explonntion - pot tarn of habitation, 
lnnd per capita, agricultural produce, 
absent division of lr.bour1 .ogriculturol 
labour and wages, other. occupation, cattle 
.population, density, shore of crcps,religion 
to total population, size and number of 
cities, towns and villages, ethnic·choroc• 
teristics of people, socio-economic classes 
slavery etc. (4) editorial -referred to 
the estlmate for 1822 · 

(1) geography ~table of identification 
mode by superimposing Hamilton's Mop of 
Hindos1;an 1820 on a mop of 1861 showing 
area of 1961 districts that foll.under 
1822 provin~es and also table of area of 
eoch prov~ce in 18~2, .1881, 19211 . 1941, 
1961, (2) population statistics - vill­
ages, houses· and population, (5) expla­
nation - referred to the estimate of 
Bengol·1815 (4) edito~iol- methodology 
of Henry Thomas Colebrook1 s population 
estimates presented in tabular form, 
table showing ten estimates of oren and 
population of Dewoni Bengal during 
.1768-1872 1 history of depopulation and 
population in 1822 in relation to census 
period-discussed, table containing orec 
and population of six districts surveyed 
by Buchanon for the years 1807-14 and 
18721 table showing adverse factors 
affecting movement of populat~on in Bengal 
1771-1872 and 1872-19Z11 populr.t~on bisto~. 
1790-1951; table sho•ling varir.tion cmd 
factors affecting variation in regions of 
Bengr~ 1872-1921, vao.ious· tnbles showing 
variations between 18221 16811 .1921, 1941, 
1961 for three provinces together and 
sepnrritely 1 i;obles showing average size of 
villages in squa~e mile, average number of 
houses per villagel (;vernge persons per 
house, and populnt on ~er 3quore mile in all 
those vears1 micro-ecg2onnl evidences of 
populntion·~rend. -

·the population figure 
is casually mentioned 
to vary between 28 and 
50 million; informa-

tion given os presented 
under explanation 

contains statistical 
ratios on land use •~ 
ID composition and --­
characteristics of 
population 

the Inspector General of 
Registration H.Beverley 
showed that in the 

· tract sur•reyed by 
Francis Buchanon in 
1807-14 contoining'eix 
districts of Bengal & 
Bihar with on oren of 
57,000 sq. miles, popu­
lation remained sta­
tionary in 1872 and it 
is plausible; Asok 
Mitro examined adverse 
factors and counter­
vailing factors that 
operated in hundred 
thirty years (1790-
1921), and thought that 
the natural growth of 
population was only 
12 per cent on the 
estimated population 
of 1794, our 

· ·preliminary assessment 
is backed by evidences 

: presented oleo agrees 
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--·=1---------------------~2-·----~--------------------~5 ______ _ 

Kachor or 
Heerumba, 
1819 

Orissa 
Province, 
1814 

(1) ~apl:iy·::.·:i.dentification was mnde 
from various mops .and natural boundaries, 
survey of Indio toj:Q-sheets were used and · 
boundary indicated. by treatise was· olscr 
exrimined (2) population statistics -
families and total population (5) expla­
nation - the state of capitol, .declining 
economy, physical features, fiscal divi·­
srons, production, characteristics of 
population, religion (4) editorial - popu­
lation history, table of estimated area 
and population of components subdivision 
1819, 1891, 1921, 1961, and table of 
variation of population for these years, 
tobles of voriation of Cochar District & 
North Cachor Hills 1901-1961, discussion 
on the trend 

(1) geogrophy ~ boundory, topogrophy 
pollticol geogrophy ond oreo, table showing 
chonges in politicol geogrophy o~ Prin~ely 
Stotes of Orissa 1814-1961, toble of iden­
tificotion of territory showing oreo of 
districts in 1961 corresponding to 1820 
province (2) populoticn statistics - areo, 
villages, houses ond populotion of the 
British oncl non-Eri tish holf ( 5) explono­
tion - production and consumption, level 
Of:life ond meons of livelihood, toble of 
onnuol tribute, revenue and production of 
each Princely Stote in 1814, chorocteris­
tics of people (4) editorial - the ossump­
tions of Richardson verified and (1) table 
of oren, ·Villages, houses ond populr.tion on 
the basis of given rotios reconstructed for 
1814, 1881, 1921 & 1961 showing r~rcentoge 
variation of population, doto on factors 
retarding a populr.tion growth such ns notu­
rol calomitiee, famines, epidemics, floods, 
diseases presented fo~ British districts 
1814-1900, table showing the voriation of 
populotion of the province of 1814 shown by 
districts of 1961 for the period 1872-1971 
followed by doto on adverse foctors i'o'r the 
period 18?1-1951 for each district and dis­
cussion on populotion trend 

in 1819, mention is 
mode of·n declining 
economy and population 
due .to "unsettled state 
of tl:le country and in_; 
cursions of the preda­
tory neighbours", on 
the basis of estimntes, 
population declined by 
11 per cent between 
1819 and 1891 and in-. 
creased by 59 per cent 
between 1891 ond 19?l~ 

the assumption of 
Richardson seem to be 
inaccurate and results 
do not agree \ii th the 
facts of history, 
adverse factors were 
·very predominant in 
·British districts, 
but Princely States 
were somewhr.t immune, 
growth might be a 
little lr.rge in pre­
census dr.ys than the 
census period, but 
not os shown on the 
bosis of Richardson's 
estimate. 
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1 

·The District 
of Sylhet, 
1815 and · 
1822 

.-~,·.··-········~--%·:·.· ···:···.;y·:· ..• . _ ... : .. . ·.:.: .. :::·· ·······--- .s. -. · .. ·-· 
-~·- -··-:~::-·-

Districts .. 

( 1) geography - poi:i.ti9iu and td~ogr1.:. 
phicol features (2) population stoti~­
tice - area and population (5) expla­
nation-' migration, prosperous post, 
declining econo~, populoti9n history 
since 1789,· cowrie .currency· ( 4) editQ­
riol - tab~ of movement of population 
1822,' 1872, 1921 & 1961 on the basis 
1822 oreo; table of movement of popula­
tion om unadjusted area 181i, 1822 ••• 
19Qi; population trend 

it was noted in the 
Boord of Revenue 
{50-1-1959); "the dis-

trict during lost forty 
years has been subject 
to a gradual deteriora­
tion; and has at length, 
reo~hed the point of 
wretchedness •••" The 
rote of annual increase 
between 1822 and 1872 
woe 0,5 and 0,6 per cent 
between 1872 and 1921 

Burdwan,_ (1) geogroph! - identification at thana · from the writings of 
1815-14 · · level on .a 1961 mop following description . em.tnent authors and 

by Beverley in the Bengal census· report micro-regional evidences 
of'1872,· table pf changes in the police 'l~. appears that the dis-
stations of Burdwon. district 1815-14 to trict declined from the 
1961 (2) £QE~otion statistics·~ area, beginning of the 19th 
houses, popultJt!on, mnles .and .females, century to 1921 as 
contains seven original stotfsticol table population declined by' 
(a) houses, population by. sex and overage 10 per ·cent between 
persons per house in 98 villages (b) m.1u- 1814 and 1872 and 
zas, occupied houses by religion for each 20 per cent between 
thana, and the estimate of total populo- 1872 and 1921; the die-

. tiorr (c) caste .or professional olassifi- ·trict however shows an 
cation of Hindus i:l 26 villages (d) to increase of 86· per cent 
(g) statistics of prices of articles of between 1921 and 1961, 
common j:;onsumption through t~e years . malaria and epidemics 
175~-54 and 1814•15· 'in· Calcutta, ·auz Jl, retarding th& growth of 
Elombazar, Maneur, etc,; A series of Burdwan was also gene-
_subsidary tobl~ have been prepared co~~ · rolly;prevalent·through­
=tertirtg .:.. orig:irin] ... tables into· indus-. · .. · out Bengal during 
trial clos'-sification of 19ill and convert- 1801"-1921 · 
ing old units into ·modern ( 5) ~lonation-
notes·~r Bayley on the· tables (4) edito-- · 

· rit~l .;.· writings on population history JJf • 

tiledistrict bY. Wolter Hamilton, H.Beverley, 
.w.w.'Hunter comparative ~-tcble or· C~nt:i for. 
-18;32 nnd 1~72, tc,ble of po;JUlotion char'ges 
1814, 1872, 1921 nnd 1961, toble of o~eo, 
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. ' - .. --.·.· ········ ;.•';.,.· 

--.--- -··-: -.-·-: ... 
-Burdw~ri~--- ;· ·- ·Village-s; !i(;tises, population of the tract 
1815-14 . of: 1815-14 rqr yeprs 1872, 1921, ond 1961, 
(contd.) table of si~e'ottVillages, h,cuses in pre- . 

··The District 
of Cuttock, 
1818 

District 
··or· 

Bhogalpilr, · 
1810-11 

. . census ond census, years,· ·micro'-regional 
history ofvillnge Kanchonpur 1825-1961; 

· .table of commo~ villages 1815-14 and 1961 
sho~ing houses ond population by sex, . 

_population trend discussed 

. ( 1). geography -; location and boundary, urea 
iof British districts in 1881, table of 
political geography 1784-1872 .(2) popula­
tion statistic~ - table of oren, popula-
tion,_ .Villages ond houses by three _ 
methods {5) explanation·- salt consump­
tion, population, density, lond-man ratio, 
population per village, town population, 
material condition of people, oppression · 
ond exaction,' flourished ond civilised _ 
post, poverty or peasantry, worsening of 
conditions under British rule (5) edito­
rial -.table of oreo, villages, houses 
ond population 1818, 188l, 1921, table 
of movement of population, ·material 
condition tmd population growth 

' Districts of Bhagulpur, Bihar & Potnn, 
Shohobod 1810-1814 

• (1} · geography - extent and ·'boundaries, ·• 
geographical. identification _c:>n 196l;·troct 
soil_ and elevation,_ administrative juris: 

, diction of each division (2) populr.tion · 
_ statistics . - the·, scope of the enquiry 
nos already been stated under the Section 
Sources _and Methods, tab~-~ shows type -
of soU-pnclrpnnner of use-~~ table 2 · . ·' . - . .,_ . 

.•.. l 

* nuinber· given· in the tables mr.y not be ,_. 
exoctt table headings as such ~s not 
been . eproduced, figures given upto thana 

the Cuttock District 
vr.s oq o. decline for 
centuries, it was 

· "ot the time of Mogul 
conquest vastly flou­
rishing ond civilised 
conditions, peasants 
were wretched with 
oppressive assessment, 
••• Under the British 
rille the ryots ~ve 
been subject to bur­
dens and impositions 
before unknown to 
them •• , 11 ·The nnnuol 
rpt~ of population 
increase wos. 0,25 
during 1881-1921 nnd 
2. 94 during 1818 ond 
1881_ which does not 
seem to be plausible 

Gnly o small portion 
of material of 
Buchanon's survey hos 
been presen~d as . 
appeared to be-iele•• 
vo11~ ·to under::rtond . · · 
the "history, eornpo'si­
tion,,. characteristics . .. , 
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Table : contd. 

... ··-1 

District 
·or·. · 

Bhogalpur, 
18-10-1.1: 
{ contd •. ) 

. ~ - ·- . •······ 
. ··--·. . .. 2 ..... -~ . . .. ~ 3 ..... 

• 4 .. •• .. •••• •• 

shows the est~moted. populption. by. thana 
rind.incidence of morbidity and mortality, 
~oble 3 distribution of families by type 
_of monthly expenditure, table 1 distribu­
tion of families according to habitation · 
in types or ~ouses-by material of wall-' 
and:roof, table'S ·distribution of·fruni­
lies by type of clothing,; table 6 dis­
tJ:'ibution or"· families by items of con-

. SWllption showing the level of· living, . 
table 7 ·dist~ibution -of persons. by type 

· Or intoxicant ·used,- table 8 distribution 
of families ·by tyPes· of fuel and light 
used, table 9 · table' showing the number 
of various types of conveyance arid the 
number of domestic servants, table 10 
distribution of educated persons by employ­
ment in professions and ·services, table 11 . 
details of land utilisation by each type 
of crop ond'other uses, table 12 to 33. 
(one table for each tliano) b~ing o calen.;. 
dar of each type of crops showing total 
quantity of produc~, total value, ·llVriil­
obility for consumption, number of. 
ploughs, etc;, table 34 value .and pro­
duce. of land occupied by formers for ecch 
crop, tab),e 35 estir"ote o.f t~ number of 
each class of liv<Jsi-ock, table 36 esti­
mate of thG quantity of milk and total 
value, .. tab:.e 37 estimates. of proportion 
of rent poid by high castes, trodesmnn, 
ploughman and proportion of ploughs held 
by owner cultivators, shore-croppers,· 
agricultural labourers ·and slaves, 
table 38 estimate of ploughs by type to 
be wrought by'single, double to eight 
cottles, toble 39 incidence of indeb­
tedness by type of rent priyers· (o)· able·· 
to pay without borrowing, (b)· able to 
repay during crop-season ond (c) unable 
to repay in .full with increasing debt, 

·table 40 estimate of the number of 
artists (artisans), table 41 value of 
goods exported and imported 

·and material condition 
of the people during 
the time of aurvey; 
Buchanon throws o 
f+ood·of.light on 
agrarian relot·ions and 
shows that the· peasants 
were subject to all 
sorts of exaction, 

oppression, chicanery, 
forgery, and cheating; 

'his method of investi­
·gation is noble becouqe 
he traversed the coun·· 
try from one end to 
the other; he directly 
investigated at all 
crucial factors, he 
.checked and rechecked 
the data obtained 
through various 

' .llg!3ncies; his scope of 
enquiry wos so compre­
hensive and vast os 
only-comparable to 
on epic or Mohokapya, 
it involved an investi­
gation of almost the 
entire socio-economic 
system, since the dotes 

-of survey, all scholars 
hove utilised the data 

· to write on historical 
socio-economic sub­
jects cf Bengal, the 
district of Bhagolpur 
showed o declining 
Population, he enume­
rated all factors that 
led to o deelining 
population and sold 
that the bod mc~agernent 
of landlords woe 
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District 
of 

Bhogolpur 
1810-11 
( coritd.) .. · 

'• 

subsidiary tables 

Out of ·dr.to contained in these 41 tables, 
52 subsidiary· tables hove been prepared 
(1) converting oll old·units of measurement 
into the latest units prevailing, (2) con­
·verting coste/occupotionol.clossification 
into industrinl. ·classification of 1961 and 
( 5) arranging the ditto in (I form conf .. rm- '. 
ing to up~to~dote methods (5) explanation~ 
plants, housing pattern in the district 
as o who;I.e, ·genernl description, housing 
pattern and urban centres of each tope'" 
graphical division, temporary assemblage 
of people ot places of worship for each 
division, declining popuintion and reasons 
of declining population &uch ns premature 
marriage~ .prevr~enee of diseases, plunder 
by military, non-migratory- character of 
people and bnd management of landlords, 
table of socio-economic characteristics of 
MqJ im population has been prepared by the 
editor from description giving (o) profe"'. 
ssion and coste (2) number of forni;l.ies oi:ld 
(5). occupution and other particulars, 

·table of socio-economic characteristics of 
Hindu population consists of (o} coste 

. (b) number of families/houses ond 
(o) occupation, migration (indication of 
wherefrom· they come ond where they hod 
settled); general description of employment 
~nd occupation, lnnd.relotions,_morrioge · 

·and sex, tribes, social classes based on 
.agriculture such os.high coste, tradesman· 
nnd artists, ploughrnen or chosos, under­
tenants, etc~, number-~f fishermen, arts 
in Bho.galpur, table of state or· orisons· 
in the district of Bhognlpur_prepored from 
description under columns (1) designation 
of artists ( 2) type and nature of work by 
industry, description of other classes 
such os domestic servants and slaves,. · . 
beggars, prostitutes, economic conditions 

responsible.to a· 
great extent; he 
enumerated indus­
tr;ies and arts; 
by converting 

.them into modern 
. · qi:lri.cepts, we hove 

tried to build up 
o statistical basis 
of. comporr.ble 
studies of socio­
economic system 
nnd conditions. 
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District .. 
of 

Bhogolpur 
i8io-11·. 
( contd.) .. 

Districts · 
of·· 

Bihor & -
Potnri ··: · ' . . 
1811-12· .. ·. 

Distr.ict 
of 

Shohobod,-
1815-14 
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under the heads .. of·lonp .. use, stock of form5 
shore of produce, posture, animal husbondry, 

-level of living, consumer expenditu:·3 l'!tci.,. 
exploining the statistical tobles mentioned 
under population statistics, (~) editorial -
table of area and populotion by thonos as 

·in the district·in 1810-11 for the yeors;. 
1872 to 1961 for each census point, table 
of mQvement of populotion.of the district 
1810-11, 1872, 1921 and 1961 

~-- . 

olmos~ some _as Bhogolpur district 

almost some as Bhogolpur district 

Section VI. Cities and Towns 

. 5 

6.1 .•. yery little information is available on cities and towns. We tabulated 

oil ·.cities· ond towns from Hamilton •s Er.st I~dio GozetteeTe giving (1) nome, 
. 

(2) ·locotiqn, i.e., lotittlde and longitude, (5) • Province or state, (')(o) indi-
. •. '· ' 

coi;iori of:i,ts character: whether a court or political centre, or 0 'commercial . . . . . . . •. . . . 
centre or .for.'t ond_o place of military ·i~ortonce, or· a religious place; 

(b) ·.Ol!!O i~dication. of .whether it WOS growing,· stagnant or declining, and 

finally whe.ther infor-motio; on ('ri) cr (bY, is absent. The work of tobulGtion· 
. . . ., .... .. .. . . . . . .. .· . 

- '. . . '\ . .. . . . . . , 

of the .first .~dii;Jon ·of :1:4~- (}(i_zet<t~e;t:_-\o!os don.e mgirrly_ hy §_m • .. Swopno Sen Gupta 
- -· --·-·-·--- 7 ·.; ~ . . .. 

under the guidance of Sm., Animo Bhottop)loryo. ~t was completed by 1965 when 
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Asok Mitra saw it and desired to ;JUblish separately. Tabulation of the eecond 

.edition of 1828 has also now been completed. We. have a lia,_t of about 500 towns 

for .. the """Eastern India during 181S-1828. A r·town r was no where defined in any 

·cont~mporary documerits. Perhaps overgrown localit-ies having urban .elements were . . 

discriminately called towns. We have produced population estimates for 19 cities 

and towns in this volume for the period 1811-1850. The following table shows the . . 

.toWII• and population in 1811-1850, 1872, 1921 tfnd 1971. 

POPULATION OF 19 TO~lS OF EASTERN ZONE, 1811-1850, ·1872, 
19.21 and 1971 

name of towns with 
re:!!'erence year 

1 

Sylhet 1815 
Burdwan 1815,;.14 
Calcutta 1810 

11 1810 
11 1814 
11 1815 
II 1819 
II 1821. 
11 1822· 

Chamdrakomn 1814 
Chandernagore 1814 
Chinsura 1814 
Cossimbazar 1829 
Dacca 1815 
Keerpoy 1814 
Moorshidabad 1814 
Serampore 1814 
Arah . 1812-11.5 
Bhagalpur 1810-1.1 
Chupra ·1817·· · 
Mungger 1810-11 
Patna 1811-12 
Patna 1815 
Rajmahal 1810-11 
cuttack 1818" 

1811-1850 
2 

50,000 
55,927 

1,000,000 
450,000 
700,000 
500,000 
750,000 
179~917 
250,552. 
18,145 
41,577 
18,679 

5,558 
150,000 
. 10;525 
150,000 

11,445 
22,200 
50,000 
45,500 
50,000 

512,000 . 
5o,ooo(c) 
27,500 

population 
·1872 1921 

3 4 

16,846 
52,521 

16,912 
54,616 

428,52B(a) 
704,29~(b)1,055,554 

21,:311" .· 6,470. 
24,000 25,425 
54,761 29.958 

68,595 
8,046 

24,554 
. 24,440 

59,586 
65,577 
46,28'7 
56,698 

158,900 

119,456 
5,756 

10,669 
56,456 
40,769 
68_,878 
42,415 
46,825 

119,976 

40,000 . . 42,667 
5,454 

61,087 

1971 
- . 5 

57,740* 
.144,970 

5,141,180. 
9,805 

75, 960· . 
105,541 

_6,506 
.· 556, 712* 

7,227 
16,618 

159,499* 
92,670 

172,700 
85,166 

105,462 
472,051 

8,185 
194.,056 . 

* ~igures are" lbr 1961 
(a) area unadjusted i.e.~ as in 1672 anq generally comparable to 1821; 
(b) area re~ers to that of 1971; (c) does not appear to be reliabte at all. 
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6,2 The population of the to~ns with'1814 os reference yeor is bosed 

on on' enwnerotion by W, B,. Bayley~ Population of three Bihar districts 

( 181\'-14) is hosed- on Buchanon 1 s suz:vey •. Potno 1 s population for 1815 and 

Dacca's population for the Sllllle yeor qre subject to question, The City of 

Dacca was enwneroted in. the yeor 1830 Henry Wolters. The full report wos 

published in.the Rdport on the Population Estiw~t~s of India, 1820-1830,, 
. . . 

Perhaps in the 11"tsence of ony standard definition, Francis Buchanan treated 

some of· the plac·es even with 100 houses· as towns, Buchanan mentioned 232 .towns 

in three districts of which 138 had 100 to 250 houses, 

. 6,3 ·· It wlll be seen thot :nost of towns deciined between 1811.:,1830 and 
-

1872J only Monghyr doubled, some remained constant and few of them «rev. 
I 

Burd~an declined by 40 per cent, Moorshedabod by·84 per cent, Docca stagnat~d · 

(1830 census population was 67,000 ogoinst 69~000 in 1872), We shall briefly 

discuss Dacca ond Calcu~ta, The decline of Dacca represents a political and 

economic decline of the country and the rise of Calcutta represents the .new 

forces, Dacca ns censused in 1850,-con.tllined 16,257 hc.uses ond n population 

of S'i',·ooo, "In 1680,. the capital wns shifted from Rajtnohal to Dacca , •• ~ It 

appears to have attained its greot splendour durinr, the region of Aurengzeb 

ond judging from the magnificence of thf' ruins , , . now overspread with jungle, 
' 

it must hove vied in extent and riches vrlth the greatest cities, Gour perhllps 

excepted'! Thus writes '!-!olton Hamilton in 1826 (Eost Indio Gazetter),"the 

perma~ent decline oppeored to have co~aenced with the trouble and destruction 

of the Mogul Empire: The process of deeoy was slow primarily due to its 

supremacy in cotton weaving, maiply w9rld-famous·[~slin, But the series of 



famines of 1770's and 1780 1s struck blows~ With the speedy decline ·of eourt, 

the monufncture of fine moslins gradually disappeared accelerated by the policy 

of the.East Indio Company as noted by.Henry Wolters. 

6.4 . Calcutta gradually emerged following the decline of Soptrigrnm, 

Sobor, Kirot, and Dhipors were early settlers. It is not o great eity ""hor.ry 

with age and ri.cp in history". . We hove briefly traced the growth up to 

1972. . Suniti Kumor Chotterj ee~ brilliantly traced ·the socio-,ctil t'ural 
• , . I 

history of Calcutta from the days when it was ·frequented by ·sobor, Kirat · 

and Dhibors (hunters. and fisherman). The Bhodrolok.s first began to assemble 

around 1~40's.from districts being scared by Mohrotta terror and. gradually. 

became the junior partners of British Merchants os documented at National 

Archives and Porlirunentry.Papers. They shared the compensation from,the 

. thW · h. h. W ·. . £11· Nawob. Harihar·se , Har~sadhan Muk opad yay and Benoy Ghose wrote 

in BengrJ.i on the ·history of Calcutta •. · The histo'ry con be traced o~ o fuctuol 

ond statistical basis from th~ee census documents -~everley in 1876~ 
. ~ . ~ . 58' . A. K. Ray in 1901 and Asok Mitra in 1951. Mitra 1s own book~ (1965) 

tells ·of the latest situation. Burce r sW and Wilson r s1Q/ · Annals · ' 

w . . . . tt . 
Mesrob'.s ·Armen~ons, Walter Hamilton's Gaze eers, Holwell 1s survey ln 

. . 
1752W are some 'If the source material of history utilised to tr!lCe. a 

quantitative growth of the City. 

6. 5 In· the pre-census year, Colcutta perhaps doubled between 1821 rind. 
I 

1871. During the 50 years, ia72-1921, the growth of population was around 

50 per cent. and in the next 50·years, 1921-1971, the growth was to the extent 

of 198.per cent. Taking the first sixty years, 1901-1961; thetotol m:bnn . 
population of· Indian· Union increased by 205 per cent (annual rote 5.5)per cent)'; 

' 
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the P0)2~t:t.~it?n ... of:,_:Ql(lSS I. cit~es ,of Indio incre(lsed during 'th~e siXty yeors 
. . . . - ' . . . 

by 51Z p,e;r cent. (Q,!Ulut:tl .. ~ot(;l a. 6 per cent).:; the populotion of ColcU:tto 'Nunici• .. . . --·· - . . .. 

polity incret)sed by 215. iieor cen.t ·.( L!.nnuol rote 5, 5 per cent), of Delhi· Mtihici ~ 
. . . . . 

polj,ty by 855. per cettt (onnuol rote 15.5 per cent) ,of Modros Municipality · 

219 per cent ( onnuol· rote 5. S per cent). The growth rote of West Bengal in th~r · 
. . . 

decode 1961-1971 wos 24. o ·per cent, of Colcut'j:.o, 7. 5 per cent, The Calcutta · · . .. .. . -
Urban Agglomerotion consisting· of 74 constituent units increased by 21,11 per 

. -· . . ... -.. · ..... 

cent in 1961~1~~~ -~go~nst 25,()1_per cent in 1951-1991 when the Greater Bombay 

grew by 45~75 per cent in 196~-1971 .ond 59,95 per cent in 1951-1961, 

Section VII, Morbidity ond Mortality 

7,1 "The greot epidemic of cho.lero ihot overrllll Indio ond Ceylon in 

1817-19"·W swept owey large number of people~ Jome Jomesods ReportW published . . 

in 1820 -, 11 Q. work of singulor merit ond interest, now. scarcely sufficiently 
.. 45'1 . 

remembered -"~ hos been extrocted ond p;resented in the volume. "In ottempting. 
. . --~ . 

to write o ·description of the epidemic , which has of late so severely afflicted 

the continent oi' Indio ; •• 11 , Jameson discussed the weother for relevopt yeors . r .. . . . . . . 

and foctuolly described the serious incidence of morbidity due to vagari~p. of 
' 

seasons in Lower ond Upper Bengal .• 

7,2 ,. . The qisease was endemic in Bengal, but was ~ore present in the first 
. ,'). . :. "" ,;. .... _. - - ~ · .. '. . ... ·- .. . .. -. .-· . . ' ~... ~. .. . . . -. . . -· . 

six months ot 1817, "On the 28th of thot month (August) it wos reported to ,: 
• 

0 
' • • • .'0:' I• 

0 
~--· •• -,• OoO ~.:' .-. 0 0 , "<'-• oo-,A-o•:o •o ••••'

0
' ·~ 0 

'
0 

, .. ,, 
0 0 

O• ' ' Oo ••• -:•- '' 

0 

W 

Goverilment, that the disease has sudden1y,appeared ·epidemi.cally,_in,Jessoz:ei_ 
. . ··,;-, ·.·.:: ........ · · ___ _,. _,., ..... -····· ... ···----·····-- .... , ..... ~ 

a 'populous town situoted at the Delta of .the, Ganges; ,!Jnd .thtrl; it; was. ·atta·cking 
- . . . . . . . ' 

all classes indiscriminotely; .lll!d was c1;\ting qff ~rqm ;twenty.. to_ t)'lirty. persons 
,. . .·· 
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daily, thot the ·inhabitants, ost.onished 'and terrified· ot the unaccountable rind 

very destructive noture of the attacks, were flying in· crowcis from the plllee, 

as th~ only means of escaping impe~ding death. So, title ~OS the nat~re of the 
. , . ' .. - . . . ' : 

new pestilence unperstood; and such_wos,tbe extreme consternation produced ~Y. 

it, that the Civil Courts of the District were shut;.and o stop put for a time . . . 

to business of every d~scription ••• such was the energy or·the disease ... 
so fatally destructi~e was it of human life, that in 'thi~district alone, it 

I 

·is reported to hove, within o space of few weeks, cut off more than si~ 

thousands of the inhobJ tontsn, Writi_ng these lines, Jamesons mentioned that 

o month previous~to attack in Jessore, the disease began to prevail epidemi-

colly in the. distant Provinces of Bihor and Daccoj ahd before the exp~rotiori. 

of the first weak in August, -it had firmly established itself in many other 
I .. 

ports of Bengal, 

7,5 It arrived in Calcutta l;>Y the yeginning .of Av~st, '11 before tile end 

of the month had widely spread its ravages; in o mumer threatening ·to 

sweep off a large portion of the Native population; that in the ·early pa!t 

of September, .even the European portion of the C')l""lunity'.Was no lo~'ger. 

secure ... : soon after the middl~ of September, the dis ease, now strictly 

epidemical, extended itself in every direct:j,on; within a short space of o few 

weeks s~retching from the most e(;sterly. parts or" Poorneo, binagep~re. and 
. 

Sylhet,· to the extreme borders of Balasore and Cuttack; ond reaching from the 

mouth of the Ganges nearly -as high os its junction with the Jumn~ •• ,n 

' 7.4 "within the areo of sever.o1 thousqnd miles, thus in so· ·short ~ period. 

brought under its influence; few. 'towns·or .. tillages of any considerable size 
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-"'Wholly escaped its att.c.cks; almost every spot being, notwithstanding the great 
\ .. 
irre~arity of its course, .and· the waywardness of approach, sonner or later, 

. . 
~n- a greater or lesser.degree, subjected to its dreadful visitations. "The 

cities of Docco pod Patna,· the towns of Balassore,_Burrisaul, Burdwan, 
. ' 

Rangpore, Malda, Bhot'.gulpore, Chupra, and Mozufforpore, with the Military 

Stations of Monghyr, Buxar and Ghazeepore, all suffered severely Md throughout 

whole extent of Delta of the Go~ges, and more especially·in the tracts bordering 
. . 

on the Hqoghly and _Jollinghy Rivers,· so gr~at was the mortality, that the bulk 

of whole population was se~sibly dindnished by the dreadful ravar:es of the 

distemper ,, ," These excerpts ·and summaries are sufficient to show the 

rovuges, rnprt(llity being estimated· s·orrietimes around 10 per cent of the total 

population, Jameson olso presented statistical tables, We have oleo· reproduced 

in the volume e~cerpts from Sir Rogers' chapter on "the epreod of cholera in 

· I~dio in I'or.mer epiclE7mics" 
. ·i§/ 

os well as excerpts from Bryden and 
.... 11/ 

Macnamara , 

7,5 Malaria is the most notorious disease of Bengal prevailing up to 

date, At one' time in 1950's, so a lorge portion of working force woe attacked 

that crops rotted in the field in a larg~ oren of rural Bengal, Malaria in 

Bengal.in "'the l9th century is wel:J. ~,rented in a number of books, such as, 

· Westland' e Gaze'tt:eer of the Jessore district, Dr, Elliot' e Report OJ! . · .. '•-

Epidemic Remittent oncl Intermittent Fever in Burdwon and Nadia, 1865, . Major· 

French:s Enemic Fever in Lower Bengal 1874, and Report of the Burdwon Fever 

Enguiry 1874. .• 
. 48' . 

A, B, Fry wrote~ "The. early records of the Eost Indio 

r.omnnnv nrore that Calcutta and Bengal were malorioue.from the very commencement 
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In the 
of British occu~otion". _Lll;xtracts from the Topography and.Vital Statistics of . 

Calcutta, by F, P. Stron~, it was noted that molario prevoiled. in all ports of : 

Bengal not. cleored of jungle, and,. jungles, lakes, marshes, filthy poolS, . : . . . 
. • 

stagnant water were responsible for Malaria in Calcutta in. 1820 1 s or ·in 1850 1 s, · 

It was ·recognised tho~ mortality in Bengal was high and this raortality was 
'· 

attributed to frequent inundations or unnatural moisture followed.· by: great heat, 

7,6 Inundation in Bengal(1S22-1825)was well described by Henry Piddington49l 
w. B. Henderson's essay on the results of on enquiry into the low of mortality . . .. .. . §!if 
of British Incti~:; has been reproduced •. The. report contains a table showing· 

statement of b~ials of Europeans and East Indi.ans .at Part Street Protestant 

Burial Ground for the yer.rs 1814 to 1855 by -single yer.rs -of age, Cuthbert Finqh·· 

published vital statistics of Calcutt·a~ •. It contains m'ortr.lity st£!tistics for 

1817-1856 (str.tistics for Hindu & Muslims for last 5 years only). We.have pre-· 

pared a series of compar~:;ti:v:e tr.bles for 1817-1840 and 1950-1960, To summarise·, .. 

incidents of raorbidity wa~'high r.nd nortolity quite large, 

Vlii, Conclusion 
. . 

8,1. The populr.tion trend rever.led by documents c.f 3uchanon r s. survey '0 r· 

Bihr.r,Bayley 1s survey of Burdwr.n, survey notes on J'.ssr.m by Dhekio] - Phuk.ons 

pointed out :to a deteriorr.t~ ug si tur.tion. Asok Mitro observed in 1951,' ". .. It 

is a mntter of no little .instruction that between 1790·tmd 1872; the populr.tion 

remained almost stqtio~r.ry .and even declined ••• the nr.turr~·growth of populo-· 
· upto 1921, . 

tion wr.s.only 12 per cent on the estimated population of 1794'f., The bi~th rates 

were high, death rates perhaps never fell for behind, Rommohuh'Roy· pointed out 

after the great calo.mity of 1817-19~ 11 It (population) in~reoses c011siderr.bly 
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from the eorly morrioges of the people ond from the moles seldom leaving 
' 

tneiz:. fomilies,. ond. o~most never going obroodo But there ore occosionoly 

strong .natural checks to this super abundance. The vast number carried off 

·.of :liltf:l years~ by cholera morbus, having greatly relieved the pres sur~ of 

surplus·populotioii, "the condition of labours. hos since much improved in 

comparison with·whot it was before th~ people were thinned by thot melancholy 

t;~courg~ 11 • It speaks of firstly, the fotality of !4ulthusion checks in Bengal . 

r.hd secpndl~! reminds of o depopulated England ofter the Block Death described 

by .Th9~old· Rogers •. The slow rote 

by R;bin~ronoth TogoreW. 

' obtained for 1872-1921 wos also pointed out 

8.2 .. The· present editor wos most fortunate in having a scope to work under 

Professor P:. C·. Mohr.lonobis in building. a series of decennial estimotes con-. . 
. . 

tr.ined in the poper-uGrowth o{ Population· i.n Indio and Prikistr.n11 • Professor 

Mohol~obis. devoted· o consideroble time to look into a significant p.ortion of 

pre-census row doto ond left his illumina'ting guidonce for pre-census studies. 

A series of deoanniel estimotes for the decodes of the 19th century was mode 

by using "data of regional enumerations, where available •••• rooking suitable 

adjustments. for ~der enumeratiqn nnd.unqer.coverr.ge, as for as possible. For· .. 
regions. for which such data were not ovoiloble, it woe assumed that the normal 

growth rote. was the some os the over(lge rote based on two census decodes of 

good seasons, 1881-1891, and 1901-1911. Growth rates were worked out for each 

decode, taking o.notionol view o£ deviations from a good or bod census decode. 

Finolly, an nil~Indio series was constructed from the different regi~n~i 

series, starting with a population of 207 million". 
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POPULATION OF INDIA AND PAKISTAN 1801-1961 

year population* 
(million) 

percentage 
--~----~~==:~~--------~c~h~ong~-

1 

1801 
1811 
1821 
1851 
1841 
1851 
1861 
1871 

'2 

207 
215 
205 
216 

~ .. 212 

252 
244 
256 

5 

+ 3.86 

- 4.65 
+ 5,57 

1,85 
+ 9,45 
+ 5~17 
+ 4.92 

year. population 
(mi_!lion) · 

..;_L 2 

1881 258·. 
1891 285 
1901 286 
1911 504 

1921 507 
1951 559 
1941 '585 
1951 458 
1961 554 

· percentage 
change 

5 

+ 0,78 
+ 9,69 . 
+ 1.06 
+ 6,29 

+ 0,99' 
+10,42 
+12.98 

'+14,56 
+21,92. 

* Note by PCM - The construction o.f the table of estimated population; · 
180Q-1871, was the work moinly of D.P.Bhottochriryo; the senior author sugges­
ted some guide line and criteria for adjustments from .fr;lgmentary doto or in­
direct infcirmotions,· An alternative series of increasing(+) and decreasing(~) 
population is somewhat suspicious and is possib~y indicative of·som~ kind of 
uncon!lcious bios in moking adjustments,· 

8,5 .In conclusion, mention s~ould pe mode that the project survived 
. ·i • 

because of Shri Asok Mitro's massive support to it in heavy odds followed by. 

the generous help extended by the present Registrar General Shri A, Chandra 

Sekhar, The project survived becnuse Dr. c. R, Roo acccimmodpted it at the 
l .. 

Indian Stat~stical Institute and did everything in his power to strengthen it, 

The project was able to maintain its existence because Bibhavati Bhottacho~o 

worked OS honorary wholetimer to complete the work of the,publisl].ed volume and 

Animo Bhattacharya worked practically w~thout .ony.remunerntion·upto April 19G6 

to build'up the mossive bibliographical bose Of the project •. Shri K. n. Bollol 
I . . . . 

and Shr~ R. c. Nigoni of the_ Registrar General's office helped the organisation, 

Dr. B. K. Roy, Map Officer of the Registr_ar General 1.s office, is extending 

guidance. to prepare the pre-census .ritlas. The. ·~ditor. is indebted to all his 

colleagues in the Registrar General's office and in the Indian Statistical 

Institute, 

' ·kcn/25.12, 72. 
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