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PREFACE

THE VOYAGEs considered in this volume are those made from

Bristol in 1480 and 1481, concerning which very little is known

save that they took place; the undated discovery of the so-called

Isle of Brasil by unknown Bristol men some time before 1496; the

expeditions led by John Cabot in 1496-8; those sent forth by the

syndicates of Bristol merchants and Azorean promoters in 1501-6,

of which syndicates the second was known as the Company
Adventurers to the New Found Land; and finally the expedition

commanded by Sebastian Cabot in 1509 or 1508-9 and intended

for the discovery of the North West Passage.

In 1929 the Argonaut Press published a volume by me upon the
Cabot Voyages. It took account of all the evidence I could collect
at that time, and expressed some conclusions that have now to be
disclaimed or modified in the light of recent discoveries. I have to
offer my very sincere thanks to Mr J. E. S. Sawyer, the present
proprietor of the Argonaut Press, for his permission to use any
material from the 1929 volume, irrespective of his copyright. It
will be seen that I have availed myself extensively of this privilege.

In the past thirty years there has been a general increase and
clarification of the background knowledge affecting the inter-
pretation of the early oceanic discoveries. How much the men of
the time knew, how they understood it, and how widely spread
among them the information was, are still in many ways obscure;
but they are less obscure than they would have been but for the
labours of the students of cartography and of early geographical
literature which have borne fruit in the past genefation.

In the same period there have been important discoveries of new
evidence on the voyages. Professor W. E. C. Harrison discovered
in 1930, and Professor D. B. Quinn correctly interpreted, an
English document revealing the previously unknown voyage of
1481 as the companion to that of 1480. In 1938-9 Professor Denys
Hay, working in the Vatican Library, obtained from a manuscript
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Preface

of Polydore Vergil’s Anglica Historia a statement on the last voyage
and death of John Cabot which did not appear in the printed
editions of that work. In 1943 Professor M. Ballesteros-Gaibrois
published in the Revista de Indias some local documents of Valencia
which showed that a Venetian named Johan Caboto Montecalunya
resided in the city during the years 1490-3. In 1948 Signor Rodolfo
Gallo printed some important legal documents giving details of
property transactions of John Cabot in and near Venice in 14824,
and providing the names of his father, brother and wife. Most
recently, exceeding in importance anything on the voyage of 1497
since the revelation of the letters of Pasqualigo and Soncino a
century ago, there has appeared the letter of John Day discovered
at Simancas by Dr L. A. Vigneras in 1956. This letter not only
necessitates a recasting of our ideas on the Matthew’s voyage, but
gives a positive statement that the men of Bristol had previously
discovered a part of North America which they identified with
the traditional Isle of Brasil. To my former Cabot book I was able
to contribute some documents newly obtained from English
records. For the present volume I have been unable to glean any-
thing new, except a few additional entriesin the Household Books.
I have examined without result some classes of documents in the
Public Record Office, which I thought might contain something
relevant. If they do, it has escaped my search.

In preparing the volume I have been under great obligations to
Mr R. A. Skelton, Superintendent of the Map Room in the
British Museum and Honorary Secretary of the Hakluyt Society,
whose knowledge and judgment of the problems of early maps
and geographical lore are unsurpassed, and have helped me in
many conversations and in a detailed criticism of the whole
writing of the book. In addition, he has applied to the arrangement
of the material, and to its references, the standards which he has
established for the Sodiety, a system that increases utility to the
student. As the reader will see, Mr Skelton has also written directly
for the volume a contribution on the maps, which may well have
its effect on the controversies that have arisen concerning them

vi
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and will certainly add to the book a stamp of authority which it
needs.

My thanks are due also to Professor D. B. Quinn, who has
sent me various transcripts and has given great help in obtaining
translations. He has also given me good advice on the Record
Office documents already referred to; and his standards of ac-
curacy and of judgment in the interpretation of evidence have
helped me to kccp, as L hope, on the straight path in some impor-
tant passages.

Signor Rodolfo Gallo and Professor M. Ballestcros-Gaxbrms
have generously allowed the printing, in English form, of the
important Italian and Spanish documents originally discovered by
them. My thanks are also due to Dr Geoffrey Marcus for aiding
me with his knowledge of the Danish archaeological work on the
Greenland colony.

I am indebted to several other scholars for their help or their
discoveries on particular topics, and have made my acknowledge-
ments in the explanatory notes to the documents with which they
have been concerned. Where no translator is named, the transla~
tion is my own or (in some cases) that of the late H. P. Biggar, who
generously gave me, long ago, copies of some of his unpublished
translations.

Cabot study is never finished. Great parts of the story are still
obscure, and even the major outlines are questioned. Evidence is
meagre and the reading of some of it uncertain. But advance con-
tinues. New documents are found, and growing background
knowledge assists their interpretation. It is a living subject.

J. A. WILLIAMSON
December 1960
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ERRATUM

Williamson, The Cabot Voyages, p. 304

Plate VIII is in fact the World Map of Johan Ruysch,
engraved for the 1507 and 1508 Rome editions of Ptolemy’s
Geographia. The editor regrets that this map was substi-
tuted in error for that by Contarini-Rosselli.
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Croft, Thomas, 20, 23, 1389

Crone, G. R., 73, 298
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202, 206, 2623, 263-4
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Fernandes, Francisco, 125, 132, 136,
139, 235-47, 250-61; pension, 128,
129, 248-9; litigation, 263-4

Fernandes, Joio, 98-9, 100-1, 128, -
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patent in 1499, 117, 235; in 1500,
119; English patent of 1501, 120, 125,
235-47; his Greenland interest, 120~
121; patent of 1502, 133

Fitz-Geffrey, Charles, 37

Florida, 156, 300 n., 307

Fonseca, Juan de, 111, 112, 148, 281

Fount, William de 1a, 20

Fretum Trium Fratrum, 167, 169, 320-1

Fust MS, see Toby, Maurice
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Gama, Vasco da, 116

Ganong, W. F., 75, 77, 79, 80, 122, 168,
298, 318-19

Gemma Frisius, 166-70; see also Maps
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ofideas, 5-8, 13~14

Gilbert, Sir Humphrey, 121, 157-8,
278

globes, see Maps

Gomara, Francisco Lopez de, 154~5, 274

Gomes, Estevio, 164, 170

Gonsalves, Jodo, 118, 125, 132, 136,

. 235-47, 250-61; pension, 128, 129,
187, 248-9
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named Labrador, 98, 100-1, 141;
voyages to, 118-19, 120; as a part of
Asia, 123~4; cartographic representa-
tion, 298, 309~13

Grene, Philip, rental of, 47, 103, 219

Guillén y Tato, J. F., 79

Hakluyt, Richard, 27, 95, 159, 221-2

Harrisse, Henry, 97, 3067, 323 n.

Harvey, John, 187

Hay, Denys, 101-2

Hayes, Edward, 62-3, 226
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oceanic policy, s1-2, 126-7, 132-3,
228-9; at Bristol, 1496, s4; and
Cabot plans, 84—5; difficulties of, in
1497, 8s; diplomacy, 86; 1496
patent, 49-53, 203-5; 1498 patent,
91, 226—7; 1501 patent, 125~7; 1502
patent, 132-3; and Portugal, 129,
131, 132-3; patron of discovery,
170-1 -

Hojeda, Alonso de, see Ojeda

Hudson, Henry, 166

Iceland, colonized, 10; English trade
with, 13-14, 175~7

Imago Mundi, s

Inventio Fortunata, 56, 124, 212

Irish navigators, medieval, 9

Isabella, Queen, 16, 53

Japan, see Cipango
Jay, John, 19-20, 175, 1878, 219

Labrador (for Greenland), 98, 100-1,
120-1, 141, 208, 312-17, Fig. s;
modern, 121

La Cosa, Juan de, see Maps

Las Casas, Bartolomé de, 21-2, 112

latitude, errors in, 68—0

Lee, Edward, 26
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317-18

~ Lloyd (Thloyde), John, 19-20, 31, 187

Lucar, Emanuel and Cyprian, 27

Madeira, trade with, 13, 17, 187

magnetic declination, 313-14, Fig. 5

Mantuan Gentleman, The, 152-3, 160,
270-3
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pilation, and dating of, 296-7;
Dieppe maps, 299, 312; Italian maps,
296-9, 308-12; Portuguese maps,
307-9, 312-19; anonymous maps:
B.M. Add. MS 31316, 308-10, 313,
Pls. X, XI; Cantino planisphere,
122-3, 129, 139, 300 n., 306-8,
31216, 319 n., PL IV, Fig. 4;
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planisphere, 139, 307; ‘copy of the
land’ sent by John Day, 65, 81, 295~
296, 298; B.M. Egerton MS 2803,
301-6, 316; King-Hamy world map,
121, 308-10, 313, 316, Fig. 4;
Kunstmann II, 121, 140-1, 308-10,
313, 316; Kunstmann III, 13940,
308-9, 312, .316, 319, Pl XIII;
Kunstmann IV, 121, 308-11, 316,
319 n.; Medid atlas (1351), 309;
Miller Atlas (c. 1519), 308, 316;
Oliveriana world map, 121, 139,
306-9, 311-12, 316-17, PL. IX; Paris
(1544), see Sebastian Cabot; Riccar-
diana atlas, 309; Wolfenbiittel, 120;
named cartographers’ maps: Be-
haim, Martin (globe 1492), 8-9, 296,
Fig. 4; Bianco, Andrea, 14; Cabot,
John, 47, 81, 87, 88-9, 142, 209-10,
212, 228-9, 295; Cabot, Sebastian
(1544), 24-5, 57-9, 63, 83, 158, 159,
207, 278, 279, 299, 312, 322, (1549),
158, 322—4; Claudius Clavus, 14,
309; Columbus (1492), 296; Con-
tarini, G. M., and Rosselli, F. (1506),
141-2, 301-6, Pl. VIII; Desliens,

N. (1541), 299 n.; Freire, Jodo
(1546), 308, 313-14, Fig. §; Gemma
Frisius (globe ¢. 1537), 158-9, 16670,
279, 320~2, PL. VII; La Cosa, Juan de
(1500), 59-60, 65, 72-83, 107-9,
298-307, Pls. I, II, Figs. 2, 3, 4;
Maggiolo, Vesconte (15.4), 308,
316; (1s511), 301-6, 311; (1516),
308-10, 316-17, Pl. XIV; (1527),
308-9, 316; Martellus, Henricus, 8,,
296; Mercator (rs38, 1541), 322;
Miinster, Sebastian, 322; Ptolemy, §;
Reinel, Pedro (Kunstmann I), 7s,
140, 308-9, 312~14, P1. XII; Ribeiro,
Diogo (1525-30), 128-9, 308, 311-
312, 316; Rosselli, Francesco, 296,
301-6; Ruysch, Johan (1507), 1423,
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143, 319-20, P1. V1, Fig. 4

Marco Polo, 5-7, 46, $6, 87, 88, 223-4

Marcus, G.J., 13 n.

Markland, 11

Martins, Fernio, 7

Martyr, Peter, 97, 100-1, 147-9, 159,
266-8, 268-9, 269~70

Montecalunya, 39-40; see also John
Cabot

Morison, S. E., cited, 117-18; 297, 311

Nansen, Fridtjof, 11, 311

Navarrete, Martin Fernandez de, 111

Newfoundland, 31, 83, 99, 298, 311-
319
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64; the summer scene (1497), 64-S,
210, 212-13; fishery, 88, 122, 136,
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Adventurers, 134, 161

North West Passage, 99, 119-20, 123,
124, 129, 143—4; in 1501-$, 130, 135,
148-9, 163-4, 165-70; project of
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277, 278, 279; in maps, 158, 166-70,
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230-3, 310
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Soncino, Raimondo de, 45-6, 55, 68,
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Stow, John, 222-3
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Tellez, Fernam, 184-6
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Thomas, John, 125, 133, 235-47, 258
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Thorne, Thomas, 132, 248
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§6-7, 61, 63, 206
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Venezuela, 108-9, 300, Fig. 3
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passim; of the Corte Reals, 118-22,
141

Waldseemiiller, Martin, 143; see also
Maps ‘
‘Warde, Richard, 125, 133, 235-47

‘Willes, Richard, 158-9, 160, 165, 278—9
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