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PRE.FACE .. 

THE object and .scope· of ~he: ::f>resent=·~olume iare' s~t 
forth . at sufficient length ;"in·.: the . opening chapter, 
and no further explanation· on this score is required 

· frorr{' bre here. . With regard to arrangement; it. h~s 
b~en my endeavour to place befor~ the ·public', an' 
account of some of' th~ less access'ible'. countriest of 

.:Asia ~nd of the problems to .which their ·existence 
. ,. . .. 

. 'and present position give' rise, which, may appeal .. 
~ equally to the general reader and to. the student ofi 

· . Easterh question~. With , this . pbject in view I hav~; 
caused r t?. he_ .inserted a 'nu~ber . '?(' illustrat~on~i;r 
reproductions 1n every case of· photographs taken by/ 
myself,' m the hope that they ci~y'prbve ;'of assistance.:} 
to. ~h~ reader 'in forming . a m~ntaf piqthre of th~:: 
countries and.·peoples that •l describe.·'· The countries;. 
tht:o'ugh which I passed. being~ ~any~~ .. ~~d v~rious, I: 
h~ve• divided the volume into sections, 1 ~ach on.~ of .. . . ~· ·~ ~ . ,., 
:which may be. read without~ reference to.\.·the. ·otHers. 

, t/ , ' .... , ~ • ~ .• ' I 

In Section I. will be found ··a, synopsis ;of 'the c?apters 
• , '· • ... l" • -

that follow ; in; Sectio~. II( VI. a ·description of a . 
journey the length of rn S:Ucient' conti~erit;. and ,in . 

' l ,. 
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the concluding section some account of the political 
situ~tion in the East with which this country is con
fronted at the present time. Sections II.-VI. may be 
said to consist in the main of a narrative of travel, 
and, since my wanderings led me at one time through 
an unrivalled sporting country, I have not hesitated 
to include among them a .section upon sport ; but 
though ··devoted largely to a description of· travel, 
some political questions-the Baghdad railway problem 
to wit-are discussed in them, something of history . 
is recalled, and such information as my inquiries in 
various directions elicited is adduced for the benefit 

· of all who take a clo~e interest .in the people~ and 
p!)litics of Asia. It has been said of travellers-not 
altogether without reason perhaps-that they forget 
much that they have seen, and remember much that 
th~y have not ! If I plead guilty to the former 

, charge, I may, I hope, in .my own case conscientiously 
take e~ception ·to the latter, since it has been my 
practice, whenever seeing anything of interest or learn
ing· anything,. of importance from reliable sources, to 

· take instant n~te of it upon th~ spot. 
It is,- perhaps, hardly necessary·for ~e· to add that 

I ain indebted to many for· much willing help and 
sympathetic·interest shown to me by my own country
men and by foreigners alike, whether official or· other
wise, whenever ~y wanderings have brought me in 
contact with them ·in the remote corners of the East. 
In this connectiqn it is also my pleasant duty to 
ackno~ledge my indebtedness to the . proprietors of 
'The Times' for the .ready assent which they gave 
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to my request to be permitted to make use in the 
present volume of articles from my pen which have 
already appeare~ in their columns. 

In conclusion, may I express the hope that there 
rna y be found in the following pages sufficient of 
interest to evoke from the reading public the same 
indulgent reception for this, my second and more 
ambitious volume, tha:t · they so readily accorded to 
my first. 

RONALDSHAY. 

AugU8t 1904. 
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The Murgab, 175. 
The Orenburg-Tashkent, 164, .201. 
The Quetta-Nushki, 340, 341. 
The Smyrna-Aidin, 86. ·. 
The Smyrna-Cassaba, 86. 
The Tomsk-Tashkent, 202, 268. 
The Transcaspian, chap. ix.; origin 

of, 163-166; construction of, 167, 
168; journey over, 168-177. • 

The Trans-Siberian, 244, and chap. 
xxiv. ; early schemes, 286 ; the 
inauguration of, 288 ; the cost of, 
288 ; description of, 289 ; cost of 
travelling on, 289 ; defects of, 
293. 

Rakka, 60. 



406 INDEX. 

Ra.mazan, fast of, 29. 
Ra.mbaud, Alfred, quoted, 278. 
Ramsay, Professor, quoted, 38, 39, 90 

footnote. • • ' 
Ras-el-Ain, 56, 57, 88, 92. 
Rawlinson, Sir H., inscriptions'de
. ciphered by, 122; quoted,, 332. 
Rebecca., well of, 92~ · 

Shah, Mozuffer-a-Din, interview with, 
133. 

Shah Zindeh, mosque of, 197. 
Shahraban, village of, llO. 
Shahrisabs, town of, 195. 
Shakespeare, Sir Richmond, 173. 
Sha.lmanezer, 66, 73. 

Resht, capital of Ghilan, 150. ~ 
Rhages, ruins of, 136. 

Sharrukin, King of Agadll, 71. 
Shehdadi, 56, 66. 

· · Shimonoseki, treaty of, 369 ; Russian 
Rishta, worm, 180. 
Roads in the East, 35, 37. 
Roe-deer, Asiastic, 226. 
Rome, ::H. 
Russell, Dr, quoted, 54. 
Russia., 13, 17-22; enterprise of, in 

Persia., 148, 149 ; organisation in, 
387 ; the soldier of, 389 ; troops of, 
in Manchuria., 304, 

Russo-Persian Convention' of 1901, 
138 ; railway convention of 1890~ 
144. 

Saadi, th~ Persian poet~. quoted, 194. 
Sabkah, 60. · · 
Sadiyeh, 89. 
St Paul's Institute at Tarsus, '45. 
St Petersburg, treaty of (1881), 215; 

made capital of Russia, 285. 
St Sophia., mosque of, 30. ' 
Sajur, river, 88. . 
Sala.iire, coal and iron mines at, 202. 
Salisbury, Lord, 351; quoted, 378. 
Samara., town of,. 76. 
Sa.markand, 10, 12, 33, 170, and chap. 

xvii.; capital of Timor, 193; cap
tured by the Russians, 194, 195; 
monuments of, 195-197; the Rigis
tan at, 196. 

Sardanapalus, 45, 46. 
Sar-i-pul, II4. 
Saros, river, 44, 47. 
Sa.rts of Central Asia., 218. 
Saxsa.ul, shrub, I 76. 

note to Japan as a result of, 369. 
Shinar, land of, 7. · 
Shir Khan, ll3. 
Shirin, the bride of King Khosroe, 

no, ns. 
Shumir and Acca.d, the land of, 6, 7. 
Shushter, n3. 
Siberia., 4, 13, 14, 208, and chaps. 

xxiii. and xxiv.; conquest of, 283 ; 
villages of, 271 ; peasants of, 272. 

Sikkim Convention (1893), 348. 
Simpson, Mr J. Y., quoted, 269, 271, 

273, 279. 
Sinjar Mountains, 56, 57, 66, 67, 69. 
Sista.n, 143. 
Skobeleff, General, 166, 170. 
Skrine and Ross quoted, 168 footnote, 

187. 
Smuggling on the Siberian frontier, 

263. 
Sparta, 31. 
Sport in the Thian Shan, chap. xx.; in 

Mongolia., chaps. xxi. and xxii. 
StambuL See Constantinople. 
"State lotteries concession," 333. 
Stempel, Major, 194. 
Stoddart, Colonel, 181; the story of, 

187-190. 
Storks, 110. 
Story-teller of Asia, the, no, 196. 
Strabo quoted, 46. · 
Stretensk, 303. 
Stroganoff, merchants, 283. 
Stumm, Herr, quoted, 217. 
Suidon, 215. Schemai, the a.taman, 172. 

Schlumberger quoted, 48 footnote, Suleiman, 30. 
51. 

Schouvaloff, Count, 174. 
Schuyler, Mr E., 190; quoted, 197, 

207, 213. 
Semipalatinsk, 202, 267 ; population 

of, 208 ; town of, 209. 
Semirechensk, 207. 
Senna.cherib, 7: 
Sergiopol, town of, 208. 
Seyid-ibn-'Othman, 192. 

Sunga.ri, river, 306. 
Sura.h Khani, 157. 
Swayne, Major H. G. C., 244, 246 

footnote. 

Ta-Shih-Chiao, junction for Niuch
wang and Peking, 308. 

Tabriz, Russian engineers at, 144. 
Taganrog, death of Alexander I. at, 

278. 
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Taigar, junction for Tomsk, 292. 
Talienwan, 372. 
Tamarisk, 59. 
Tamerlane. See Timur. 
Taotai, Chinese official, visit to, 219. 
Tarantass, description of, 12, 203. 
Tarantchis, 212, 217. 
Tarsus, town of, 37, 41-43, 45, 46, 50. 
Tashkent, 12, 164, 168, 170, 198-200. 
Taurus Mountains, 37, 41, 88, 89, 229. 
Tavernier quoted, 6. 
Tazziehs (religious plays in Persia), 

135. 
Tchakid Su, 38, 40, 88, 90. 
Tchernaieff, General, 166, 207; Tash

kent captured by, 200. 
Tchernayevo, 198. 
Tchimkent, 170, 202 ; cap_ture of, 

207. 
Teheran, chap. xi; gates of, 132, 133; 

palace at, 134. 
Teheran-Resht road, 148. 
Tekir plateau, 38. 
Tekkes valley, 217, 225, 226, 240. 
Tekrit, 76. 
Tel Habesch, 54, 89. 
Telegraph concession in Persia, 338, 

340. 
Tent, drawbacks to, 6. 
Tewfio Pasha, 33. 
Thapsacus identified with Tipsah, 60. 
Thian Shan Mountains, 211, 226. 
Tiari Mountains, 69. 
Tibet, 15, 19, 22, 220, and chap. 

x:xvii.; situation summed up by the 
Government of India, 350 ; appear
ance of Russia, 351; reported 
Russo-Chinese convention concern
ing, 353 ; suggested solution of the 
Tibetan problem, 361. 

Tientsin, treaty of (1861), 312, 373. 
Tigris, 5, 7, 57, 69, 88; a journey 

down, 75-79; the lands of, chap: 
vii. 

Time the destroyer, 72. 
Timur (Tamerlane), 10, 17, 30, 92, 

192 ; Ramadan destroyed by, 130 ; 
personal appearance, 193, 194; tomb 
of, 197. · 

Tobolsk, 267. 
Toghrul Bey, 30. 
Togo, Admiral, 387. 
Tomsk, government of, 245, 267-277; 

town of, 277 ; the mystery of, 278-
280 ; university at, 280 ; technolo
gical institute at, 281. 

Toprak Kalek, 51. 
Transcaspia, 4, 15, 21. 
Trypanni, Messrs, cotton manufac-

turers, 50. · 
Tseng, Marquis, concludes treaty of 

St Petersburg, 215. 
Tso-Chungt..'ang, General, 213. 
Tsybikoff, Professor, at Lhassa, 220. 
Turkestan, 4, .10, 15, 164, 170, 206, 

221, and chap.· xvili. 
Turkey, 15, 22; a piece on the Eastern 

chess-board, 325-329 ; a suggested 
solution of the Turkish problem, 
327. 

Turkey in Asia, 4, 10, and chaps. ii.-
viii. ; maladministration in, 55. 

Turkomania, 10, 21. 
Turkomans, 170. 
Tze-hsi-tuan-yu, Dowager-Empress of 
· China, 380. 

Ukhtomski, Prince, quoted, 221. 
IDiissatai, 276. 
Ulukishla, 37.. , 
Unification. of the Ottoman debt, 

96. 
Ural Mountains, 283, 284. 
Urfa, town of, 92. 
Urga, capital of Mongolia, 220, 

276. ' 
Urumtsi, town of, 214. • 
Ussuri line inaugurated, 14. 
Usun Hassan, 30. 

Vahara.n IV., founder of Kermanshah, 
115. . 

Vambery, Professor, 190, 395. 
Vasco da Gama, 16, 282. 
Venice, traders of, 31. 
Verefkin, Colonel, 207. 
Vermin pit at Bokhara, 189. 
Verni, town of, 202, 207. 
Vladimir quoted, 300 footnote, 303 

footnote. 
Vladivostok, 14, 299. 
Vodka, 272-27 4 ; Government mono-

poly of, 273. 

Waddell, L. A., quoted, 346. 
Wapiti, Asiastic, 226. 
Waugh, Consul, quoted, 91 footnote, 

102. 
Wei-hai-Wei, 300, 314, 378. 
Whigham, Mr A. J., quoted, 82. 
Willcocks, Sir William, irrigation 

scheme of, '17-79. 
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William, Emperor of Germany, 85; 
327. 

Witte, M. de, 165. · 
Wolff, the Rev. Joseph, quoted, 67 
'·. footnote, 172 footnote, 173 footnote, 

184 footnote, 188-190; · journey· to 
Bokhara, 182, 189. · ;\ ~, • 

Wolves, 260. . ,. · 
W orontzoff, Count• ,ambassador to 

George. III., 19. 

Xenophon, 73. 
Xerxes, 9, 30; inscription of, 128. 

Yaik Cossacks, 172. 
Yakub Khan, 2II, 212, 214. 
Yakubieh, village of, IIO. • 
Y a.kutsk, 290. 
Y arkand, 214. 

1 c 

Yatung, 349. 
"Yellow Peril," the, 13. 
Yeniseisk government, 267. 
Y ermak, 283, 284. 
Yezidis, 67. A 

Y omud Turkomans, 17 4. 
Y ounghusband, Colonel F. 

357. 
Yugra, the land of, 283. 
Yumurtalik, 89. 

za:.o-ros Gates, 6, 115. 
Zaptiefl,, 36, 50. 
Zeminogorsk, .267, 271, 272. 
Zend Avesta., 157. 
Zerafshan, 21, 170, 176. 
Zingerli, excavations at, 52. 
Zoba.ir, 89. 
Zoroaster, 157. · 

THE END. 
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