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PREFACE.

Tais volume follows the plan of the various volumes
of District Gazetteers compiled by Mr. O’Malley. -

I desire to express my sincere acknowledgments for
assistance rendered to me by ‘Messrs. Hammond (r.c.s.,
Collector of Bhagalpur): and Hubback (1.c.s., Assistant
Settlement Officer, Bihar): also to Captain Barnardo, 1.M.8.,
Civil Surgeon of Bhagalpur, and to Mr. G. E. Fawcus of the
Indian Educational Service, for the revision of Chapters IV
and XIII, respectively. -Babu Nilmoni Dey, Asisstant
Settlement Officer, has also helped me very mach, -

Rurseong, 1910. J. BYRNE.



- PLAN OF CONTEN'TS.

CBarTER
I. PuysicAL AspEcTs
II. History Co . . '
III. Tuzr ProrLe
1V. Pusric Hearrta . . . .

Y. °~ AGRICULTURE . .

VI. Narturan CavamiTies .

VII. RenTs, WacEs AND PricEs
VIII. Occuparions, MANUFACTURES AND TRADE

IX. Mzgans or CoMMUNICATION .

X. Lavp REVENUE ADMINISTRATION .

- XI. GENERAL ADMINISTRATION . . .
XII. LocaL SeLF-GOVERNMENT |

XIIT. Epucation .
XIV. GAZETTEER .

INpEX

Pages.
1— 2
26— 42
43— 57
58— 68
69— 92
93—108

'109—-121

122—130

. 181—134

-
.

135—142
143—148
149—153
154— 156
167—176 -
177—181



TABLE OF CONTENTS.

P —

CHAPTER I.

PHYSICAL ASPECTS,

Paaus,
GENERAL DEsCRIPTION —Boundaries—Formation of the district—GENERAL .
ASPECT OF THE DISTRICT—River system—Ganges—Tiljuga—Bati— :
Dhimra—=Talabae=Parwan—Dhusan—Chalauni—Loran-~— Katna—Daus —
Ghaghri—Chandan —Kusi—River Channels—Forests—Botany—Fruit .
trees—-Groroa10Ar  ForRMATION—=Minerals—~-Zoology~—-CLIMATE—-
Temperature and Humidity~~Rainfall . . . . 1— 26

CHAPTER IL

HISTORY,

ANCIENT HIsTORY—GUPTA KINGs—PALA AND SEN KINGS—MUHAMMADAN
INvASION=—AEBAR’S REIGN—ENGLISH RULERS—Cleveland—~Mutiny
days—Formation of the district—ARCHEOLOGIOAL REMAINS—Mandar-
giri—Colgong Rock Temple—Jahangira and Baiskaran—Patharghatta—
Barari--R?mains north of the ri'vger—Old forts . . . 26— 43

CHAPTER III.

THE PEOPLE,

ACOUBATR ENUMERATIONS—MIGRATORY MOVEMENTS—INTERMEDIATE CHANG=
B8 OF AREA—Density of population—Density by thanas—Urban and
rural population—Religions— Christians — Chief castes— Goalas 366,980,
The Ballad of Lurik—The legend of Jaydeb Dube, Bhay Haran—
Dhanuks 102,680-—Musahars 98,750—Chamars, 90,399—Koiris 88,850—
Tantis, 80,200—Dosadhs 79,860— Brahmans, 76,630—Telis 72,130—
Kewats 57,620—The village community and officials~GoMASTA -
TAHSILDAR—PATWARI—Barahil—Gorait—Sonthal  villages— Economie
Conditions—Houses—Dress—Food—Political and social institutions = , 48— 7

CHAPTER 1V.

PUBLIC HEALTH.

CLIMATE AND VITALITY—DPrincipal diseases— Prevalent fevers—Malarial
fever—Malignant tertian—Enteric or typhoid fever— Cerebro-spinal
fever—Plagne~Other Diseases—Surgical operations—Infirmities - Sani-
tation—Medical institutions—Leper Asylum—Medical Aid ' . b8 68



i TABLE OF CONTENTS.
CHAPTER V.

AGRICULTURE.
Paoes,

NATURAL DIvisioNs—Total areaTAreas cultivated- for each harvest—Main
crops— Soils — Clays — Loams — Sandy soils—Diaras—Inferior soils—
Climatic influence—AGRICULTURAL PROVERBS —HaRrvESTS—Aghani—
Bhadot—Rabi —Crops—Indigo—-Tobacco—Sugarcane—Oilseeds—Exten-
sion of cultivation, Buchanan Hamilton’s ~ estimate—The Revennue
Surveyor’s report—Increase of cultivation.—Scientific agriculture—Dis-
trict Agricultural = Association—Veterinary  Assistauce—Veterinary
Hospital —IRRIGATION—How artificial irrigation is generally effected—

- Danrhs and Singhas—Wells occasionally used for special crops—Irriga-
tion for rabi crops—Irrigation records prepared for irrigation canals with -
all connected bandks and tanks—Irrigation records prepared with scheme
as unit are separate from the ordinary viliage record—Definition of scheme
taken as unit for record~When mauzawaer system is preferable——
Three hundred and one schemes dealt with—Classification of schemes
according to source of water-supply—Description of the rivers in the
area—Mouths of canals protected either by pipes or masonry work—
Necessity of such protection—Devices for lifting water into Danrhs—(a)
Jangha, (8) Bhaw—Description of the Jangha—Responsibilities of

' raiyats and maliks as regards construction of Janghas—Disputes regard-
ing J ahghas and Danrhs. Schemes, class B, require strong bandks across
the streams— Disputes about schemes, class B—Some important schemes
of class B—Schemes class C, correspond to Akars with pynes ia other
districts—Disputes about schemes, class C—Branches called singhas
carrTy water to distant fields and villages—Two systems of irrigating
fields—Banokhar system>—Paris—The mulari system—Questions arising -
with reference to right of irrigation in a village—Contrivances where.
two water courses cross each other—Khetbaran—Relative position of the
raiyats and maliks with regard to irrigation —Neglect by zamindars to
repair irrigation work—Castomary rights to use of water—Responsibi-
lities of raiyats and maliks—Importance of the Bhagalpur-Bausiroad with
reference to irrigation—Procedure adopted in drawing up the record . 69-92

' CHAPIER VI

NATURAL CALAMITIES.

Favixgs—The famine of 1886—The famine of 1874—Scarcity in 1889—
Scareity in 1892-—Famine in 1896-97—Scarci5y in 1902~—Floods in
1906—Scar¢ity in 1908-09—Chandan floods—Cyclonic cloud-burst . 93—-108

CHAPTER VII.
. : RENTS, WAGES AND PRICES. -

Cash rents—Produce rents—Slavery—Peculiar tenancies—Wages— Material

condition of the people—Relations of landlords and ‘tenants—1907-08~-
1908-03 —Co-operative Credit Societies R . . . 109—=121



TABLE OF CONTENTS. xiii-

CHAPTER VIIL

i Paces.
OCCUPATIONS, MANUFACTURES AND TRADES.
GENERALs -AGRICULTURE—ccupations and caste—Industrial classes—Com-
mercial classes—Professional classes—Manufactures—'Tassar silk indus-
try—Mixed cotton and silk—-lronwork—Gla.ssware—Dyeiﬁg—Indigo—-— _
Opinm-=Trade ’ ' . . . T 122130

£ # -

CHAPTER IX. RRRalE

. . . . . .

MEANS OF COMMUNICATION

Roaps - Birbhum road—Other main routes——Conveyances—-Post and Te]eg\'aph
offices , -

i e W

» e s . 131'-‘134

. CHAPTER X.

LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION. ‘
SCOPE— Early revenue history—Number of estates.—Temporarily-settled
estates and estates held direct by Government—Revenue-free “estates—
Result of partitioﬁs-‘Amount of revenue from areas not permanently
settled—Unusual Mabals—Tenants and tenancies—Raiyati holdings— ‘
Trausferability of occupancy nghts—-Proprletor 8 pnvate land . . 135142

CHAPTER x:. B

. - GENERAL ADMINISTRATION.

Administrative units—Main Heads of revenue—Stamp revenue—Excise—

Cesses—Income tax—Registration—Administration of Justice : Civil,
Criminal—Honorary Magistrates — Crimes~ Criminal Classes—Police—

Jﬂils. . . . ) e . v . 14‘3_148

CHAPTER XII.

. LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT.

GENERAL~~Origin—~Expenditure—Income—Incidence  of

ta;mtion— Local '
Boards~Union Cowmmittees

etc.~Municipalities—Bhagalpur ~ Muni- .
. cipality=Income—Expenditure --Waterworks— Drainage—Conservancy—
Colgong Munici pality—Income-—_Expenditure—Other details .

o 14?—1,53
CHAPTER XIIL

EDUCATION,

GENERAL—Distribution of literates—Numbers attending school—Collegiate

education—High “schools — Middle schools — Primary schools — Other
schools .

. . .

e e e 184186



xiv TAELE OF CONTTITS.
CHAPTER XI1V.

Paaes,
GAZETTEER,

Alamnagar—Balua—Banaili Raj—Bangaon, Mahessi and Chainpur—Banka—~—
Barantpur— Bausi— Bhagalpur—-Birpur—-Colgong~-Dumrion—-Ghazi-
pita—-Jahangira—--Kahalgaon-=-Karanagarh—---Khandauli —--Kishan-
ganj—-Mandheli—--Madhipura—-Maheshi—--Mandar Giri Hill =lurli-
garj— Pancngachia—Patharghata Hill— Pirpainti— Pratapnagar—Sultan-
ganj—-Sarsendi~—-Shabpurchasmukh~—-Singheswarthan- —Sonbursa —.Sri.
nagar—Sapaul—Umarpur, . . e e s . . . . 157176

INDEX . L] . . ] . . . .v L] . . . . 177—181



INDEX.

A ———

4Ao

Administration, land revenue, 135-142,
general, 143-148 ; of justice, 145-147,

Administrative units, 143,
Aghani crops, 73.
Aghani rice, 73.
Agricultore,

69-92; general conditions,

Agriculture, number of inhabitants depen-
dent on, 122. -

Agricultural college, 76,

Agricultural Association, 77.

Ahar, 91,

Akbar, 28,

Alamnpagar, 157,

4il, 91,

Areas cultivated for each harvest, 70.
Area, total of district, 69.

B.

Baber, 28,
Baiskaran. 39,
Balua, 157,
Banaili Raj, 157.16%.
Bandk, 91,
Bangaon, 162,
Banka, 162.
Banokhar, 91,
Burantpur, 162,
Barari 39,
Barish, 91,
Barley crops, 74,
Bati, 6,

Bausi, 162,
Bhadoi crops, 73.
Bhadoi rive, 73.
Bhagalpur, 163,
Bhaw, 91,

F Birbandh, 40-42,

Birpur, 164,

Baka, 91,

Botany, 10-17,

Boundaries of the district, 1.
Brahmanus, 52, 58,

Browne, Captain James, 29,
Buddhist kings, 27

C.

Castes, chief, 47-48

Caste and occapation, 123.
Cesgses, 144,

Cess valuation, 138,
Cerebro-spinal fever, 62,
Chalauni, 7.

Chamars, 52,

Champa, 26.
Champanagar, 26.
Chainpur, 162,

Chandan River, 3, 9.
Chandan floeds, 106.
Chandragupta, 27, 31..
Chikka-chikks boli, 46,
Chhikta, 1.

Chola rajah, 82-33, 34.
Cholers, 60.

Christians, 47.

Civil Justice, 145. ‘
Cleveland, 29.

Climate, 24-25.

Colgong Rock Temple, 38,
Colgong municipality, 152.
Colgong, 164.

Collegiate education, 155,
Commerce, numbers dspendent on, 122,

Commerce, statistics of exports and imports,
129.130.

N
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Commercial classes, 124, F.
Communieations, 131-134. Famines, 93-95,
Conservancy, 152, Famipe, 1866—95,
Conveyances, 134. Famine, 1874—97:102.
Co-operative Credit So.cieties, 120, Faminpe, 1896-97—'i03,
Criminal justice, 145. Faras, 91.

Crimes, 146. Fever, prevalence of, 60.
Crimiual classes, 146. - Floods, 1906, 104.

Crops, main, 70, 73, 74,_75.
Cultivation, extensicn cf, 75.%6.

Floods, Chandan, 106-108,

- Forests, 10,

Cunningham’s tour, 30. Forts, 42.
' ' Fruit trees, 14-17,
. ' G.
. . D. Gangeg, 5.
Dal, cultivation of, 74. Gaor, 26.27.
Dands Khamba. 91, Geological formation, 17-19,
- Danrh, 91. ' Ghagri, 8.
Dauns, 8. = Ghasipita, 165.

Decennial settlement, 137.
Density of population, 44eA5.
Dhanuks, 5_2.

Dhiatis, 91.

Dhiura, 6.

Dhusan; F.

Diaras, 7277

Diseases, principal, 59-65.
Dispensaries, 66-67.
District Board, 149-50.
Dona, 91.

Dosadhs, 52,

Dumrdon, 164,
Dyeing;'127.

E
Economic condition of pecple, 54-55,

Edueation, 154-156. _
Embapkments, Birbandh, 40-42; 88; 107-

Glassware, 127,
Goalas, 48-51,
Gram, prices of, 113.

| Gupta Kings, 27,

Hl
Health, publie, 58-68.

Hiuen Tsiang’s travels, 27, 30, 39,

Hill Rangers, 29, 166.
History of Bhagalpur, 26.42.
History, ancient, 26,

History, early Hinda 27,
History, Mubammadan, 27-28,

History, English supervisors, 28,

Honorary Magistrates, 145:146,

1 Humayun, 28,

Humidity 25.
I‘

Income-tax, 145,
Indara, 91,

Indigo, area under cultivation, 74.129.
Indigo factories, establishment of, 74,
Industries, numbers dependent on, 122,
Industrial classes, 123-124,

Imports and exports, 129-130.
Ironwork, 126.127.

Irrigation, 78-92,

~

108.

Enteric fever, 62.

Estates, partition of, 188-139. Number of,
138 ; classification of, 138,

Estates, revenue-free, 139,

Excise revenue, 144,

Exports and ifnports, 129.130.
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Irrigation schemes, 79-85.

Irrigation from wells, 78, -

Irrigation records, 78-79,

Irrigation, how prepared, 89,

Irrigation, customary right‘s, 83-87.

Irrigation, responsibilities with respect tos
83-87. '

Irrigation, general rules for, 89.

Irrigation, suggested from Kosiriver, 105-
106. - T

Irrigation terms, glossary of, 91, 92,

J.

Jail, centrs), 147,

Jail industries, 124,

Jails, subsidiary, 148,
Jnhangira, 38-164. :
Jangha, 92.

Jaydeb Dubey Bhay Hamn, legend of, 50-51.
Jharna, 92,

Jhila, 92.

Jokari, 91,

Jore, 91.

",

K.

Kahalgaon, 166. .
Kanwa; 92,
Kavanagarh, 26 ; 30-31, 166.
Karin, 92.
. Karua, 27.
Katna, 8.
Kasaba, 92.
Kewats, 53. -
Khandauli, 167, «
Kharra, $2.
Kkhesart, cultivation of, 74
. Khurvijan, 92,
Kishanganj, 167, 168,
Koiris, 52.

e

Kua, 52,
Kusi, 9.

I3

L.

Landlords and Tenants, relations of, 115-120,
Lard Revenue Administration, 135.142,
Languages, 45,

179

Legend of Jaydeb Dube Bhay Haran, 50-51.

Local Board, 150.
Local taxation, 150,

Loran, 7.
Lurik, ballad of, 48-49.
. 1. ’
M.
Madheli, 168,
Madhipura, 168,

Madhusudan, 51,
Magadha, 26-27,

Mahals, unusual, 139.
Mahel bhaisunda, 189,
Mahal boro-ajawan, 139,

Mahashay Tarak Nath Ghose, 80-105

Maheshi, 169.

Mahessi, 162..

Maize, cultivation of, 74,
Makai, cultivation of, 74,
Malarial, fever, 60; types of 61.
Man Singh, 28,

Mandar Hill, 31-88; 169.
Mandar Giri, 81; 169,
Manufactures, 124-129.
Masurs, cultivation of, 74, "
Maurya dynasty, 27. V
Medical institutions, 66-67,
Medical statistics, 63,
Medical aid, 68, o
Migration,” 44,

Minerals, 19,

Missions, Christian, 47,
Mithila, 27 ; 45; 46.

Mithila Brahmaas, 53.
Mohesh Thakur, 26, -
Mubammadan invasion, 27,
Muhummad-i-Bakhtyar, 27
Mulars, 92.
Municipalities, 151.153,
Murliganj, 169,

Musahars, 52,

»

-N
Nal or Nar, 92,

Narbaha, 92.
N at_ural Calamities, 93-108.
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Occupations, Manufactures and Trades, 121.
130.

Occupations and Castes, 123
Occupancy-rights, 141-142.
Oil-seeds, cultivation of,*75.
Operations, surgical, 65.
Opium, 129,

P.

Paghra, 92.
Pala kings, 27,
Pari, 92,
~ Parwan, 7.
Pasaba, 92.
Patharghata, 39, 171.
~ Panchgachia, 170.

People, the, 43—57; material condition of,
114 —115. :

Permanent settlement, 137-138
Physical Aspects, 1-25,
Pirpainti, 171, -
Plague, 62.64. b
Pokhar, 92.
Political institutions, 56.
Police, 147. = -

. Post offices, 184. '
Pratapganj, 171.
Prices, geuneral rise in, 113; 114.
Private lands, (proprietors) 142.
Professional classes, 123 ; 124,
Proverbs, agricultural, 73.
Pul, 92, .
Pyne, 92.

" R.
Rabi crops; 74.

Railways, 131-133.
Railway embankments causing floods, 132-1383.

Rainfall, 24-25 ; in relation to agriculture,
73 ; statistics of, 25.

Raiyati holdings, 141.

Rajmahal, 28.

Registration, 145,

Religions, 46,

Rents, Wages and Prices, 109-121.

INDEX,

Rents, incidence of, 109.

Rents, yroduace, 110.

Rents st time of revenue survey, 111,
Rents realized, 138.

Rent-free holdings, 142.

Revenue, wain heads of, 144, land revenus,
138, stamp revenue, 144, cesses, 144,
excise, 144, income-tax, 145.

Revenue survey, 75.76.

Revenue surveyor’s description of river
Dans, 8

Revenue surveyor’s figures for caltivation,
76.

Revenue, early history, 135-138.
Revenue-free estates, 139-142,

Rice crops, 72; as affected by rainfall, 72;
prices of, 113,

River system, 4.
River channels, 9-10.
River traffic, 131.
Roads, main, 183.134.
Rural population, 45,

S.

Salt, prices of, 113.

-| Sanitation, 65.

Sarsendi, 171-173.
Scarcity, 1889-102,
Scarcity, 1892-103.
Scarcity, 1902-104,
Scarcity, 1908-09-104.
Schools, high, 155.
Schools, middle, 158.
Schools, primary, 156.
Schools, other, 156.
Self-Government, lncal, 149-153,
Sen Kings, 27.

-| Settlement operations, 109, 110, 116, 119,

141, 142,
Settlement, permanent, 137-138.
Settlement, decennial, 137,
Shahpurchasmukh, 173.
Silk industry, 124-126,
Silk, cocoon rearing, 11-13,
Silk, cocoon yield of, 126.
Singha, 92, Smgheswarthan, 173.
Slavery, 112,



S.

Social institutions, 57.
Soils, 71-72.

. Sonbursa, 174,

Erinagar, 175.

8tamp revenue, 144.
Sugarcane, cultivation of, 75,
Suie, 92,

Sulus, 92.

8ultanganj, 175.

Supaul, 176.

Bupervisors, 28,

‘ Tl
Talad, 92.
. Tantis, 52, N
Telegraph offices, 184,

Telis, 53.
Temperature, 25,

Yemple, Sir Richard; note on the 1874

famine, 99,

Tenants and tenancies, 140.142,

Tiljugs, 5.
Tobacco crops, 74.

k]

INDRX,

»

Todar Mal, 28; 135,
Trades, 129-180.
Tuesar silk, 11-13 ; 124126,
Typhoid fever, 62, '

) ’

, . U

Union Committees, 150.
Umarpur, 176, ‘
Urban population, 45.

V. .

Veterinary hospital, 77,
Village community and officials, 53-54.
Vital statistics, 68-59.

3 N

W.

 Wages, 118,
Waterworks, 1517152.
Wheat, prices of, 113.

Z.

: Zpgl‘qu. 19.

B, 8. Ppgss— 12-5-1011—8070T ~541—G. A
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' CORRECTION SLIP.

BENGAL DISTRICT GAZETTEERS.

VoL, ENTITLED “‘ BHAGALPUR”,
Cﬁapter III, page 57, line 6.—~Omit the clause “but of late ... agitation”.

’ »n lines 15-17.—Omit the sentence “The anti-cow-
' killing ...... kindred sabhas.”’
A »  lines 19-20.—Omié the words “ and seditious agi-

tation” and ¢nserf “and”
between “billiard playmg * and
“ newspaper readmg

» s limes 21-22.—After the word “aims”’ omi¢ the fol-
lowing “at having ... modified,”’
and substitute at the solidarity

of the Bengali community.”
. »  lines 22-24.—O0mit the sentence “The Marwari
- Young Men’s Association ......
Tilak >’ and substitute “ The aims
, of the Marwari Young Men’s
. Association at present are said to
be the moral and intellectual
~ advancement of the Marwari

M boys.”
Cﬁapter I V, page 63, lines 27-30.— Omi the sentences “ It is noteworthy
......... inoculated ” and “on
' the contrary ...... anathema to
them.”

', page 67, line 6.—For “father” read “brother” and for
‘ “Surendra  Mohan”?  read
- “ Sourendra Mohan.”

» » line 16.—For “Sultanganj the Head Quarters
Banka subdivision” read ¢ Sul-
tanganj an important town in
the Sadr subd1v1s1on O

’ » lsne 26.—For “brother *’ read “s

Chapter VII, pages 117-118, lsnes 40-44 (page 117) and 1-4 (page 118).—
Omst the sentence “A large portion of
the bar . ..... paths ”’ )

Chapter X1, page 147. —In the column under the head “independent out-

iost > read “ Shahcoond ”” for “ Shah-
szand ” and “ Dhurya”’ for “ Dhurja



