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ILLUSTRATIONS 

There are 5 ,ooo,ooo holy men in India who toil not neither do 
they spin Fronti.rpiect 

In a native catamaran we cross the strait frpm Ceylon to the ex­
treme southernmost tip of Hindustan, where few travellers 
have come before us -· 

Major Francis Yeats-Brown, the Bengal Lancer 

Cochin is called "The City with a Curse'' 

The spice port of Cochin is inhabited by two groups of Jews, some . 
black and· some white 

On the Malabar Coast we encounter Moplahs, fanatical Muham­
madans who loathe all such "idolators" as the Hindus -

As we journey north we find we are in a country where not all 
of the inhabitants wear their hearts on their sleeves - · 

Ascetics about to lie down for an afternoon siesta on their feather 
beds--of sharp iron spikes -

At the top of the cast system are the haughty "twice-born" 
Brahmins • 

A gloomy Hindu ascetic who shows us the sights of the Black 
Pagod~ ~ 

A joyous Hindu religious festival is in progress -

The holy man who rolls ten miles around the temple with a baby 
in his arms -

H 

49 



X ILLUSTRATIONS 

Many of the low-caste peoples are descendants of the aborigines 
• who lived here thousands of years before the first white Aryans 

came do'\,Vn from Central Asia and foisted the curse of caste 
upon them -

Some .zso,ooo people come to Madura to attend the Festival of the 
Fish-eyed Goddess -

Many of the women who worship in the Temple of the Bull are 
barren 

One of the important shrines in the "Southlands of Siva" is the 
phallic temple of Nandi, the sacred bull of Tanjore -

We often pass men who walk up and down on long beams, all day 
long, week in and week out, in the broiling sun, in order to 
raise water from their wells to irrigate the rice fields -

S?me hold their arms above their heads until they wither in their 
sockets and become paralyzed, and they can never put them 
down again-

Many years ago an Irish woman came East, adopted native costume, 
and became the high ·priestess of a new religion-Mrs. Annie 
Besant 

He was known as "the chief who stole six policemen" 

The direst disgrace that can befall a member of the Criminal Tribes 
is to be caught and put in goal ; he purifies himself by getting 
drunk 

Formerly it was the custom to expose the saint's bones to the 

7Z. 

So 

88 

97 

public ' - i 04 

Before she died Mumta.z Mahal made two requests of her emperor : 
that he should b~ld her a tomb and that he should never marry 
again - 105 

The -Taj Mahal - - Il.Z 

_In a Moghul palace in Delhi we find a miniature painting of the Lady 
of the Taj, done on ivory, while she was still alive - 1 I J 



ILLUSTRATIONS Xl 

Taking pictures in a Muhammadan mos.que is not a particularly 
healthy pastime - 12.0 

The great Moghuls of India used to entertain their courts by making 
people jump into this eighty-foot well - 12.1 

Although it is against the law now, we still find a few old grey­
beards who for a shilling or two step off the ledge into the 
green waters eighty feet below - 12.8 

The governor sends one of his elephants to meet us and we particu-
larly enjoy this trip because it gives us an opportunity of look-
ing in at other people's second-story bedroom windows 12.9 

We see many curious signs above the shops in every Indian city - 144 

Occasionally we encounter victims of a typical, old-time Indian 
famine - 141 

On the left, a bheestie, or waterman ; on the right, a sweeper, 
. porter of ordure, eater of offal - 160 

Mahatma Ghandi - 161 

The shrine of Janamasthan at Nankhana-Sahib in the Punjaub, and 
the high priest who burned one hundred of his enemies in oil 168 

The only place in the world where the British flag flies night and day 
and is never furled - - 169 

Rabindranath Tagore, poet and philosopher of Bengal 

C. F. Andrews, a brilliant Englishman who teaches in the Tagore 
schools ; also a Frenchman and a portly Hindu who are mem-
bers of the embryonic "World University" - - 177 

The City of Ceaseless Prayer, where even the murderer can bathe 
and have his sins washed away - 184 

Some of the monks are so old and weatherbeaten that they look a 
bit like Bill Fagin - - 1 s 1 



ILLUSTRATIONS 

During the torrid summer months all who can get away from the 
blazing plains of India flee to the Himalayas or to hill stations 

WACIIIIO 
PAG& 

elsewhere. - 191 

Spearing fish in Dal Lake - 193 

Across the valley in front of us are the ice-capped monarchs that 
guard the grim passes between_ India and Tibet zoo 

A native ruler of long ago confined 140 Europeans- in a room the 
exact size of this enclosure-the Black Hole o£ Calcutta - zo1 

Calcutta, the second largest city in the British Empire - 108 

Some holy men half-bury ~emselves with earth and remain this 
way for hours, and -othets lie with enormous stones on their 
stomachs ; all done to impress passing pilgrims with their . 

. piety - 109 

Near the phallic temple in Puri we meet a holy man who runs up · 
and down the street barking like a dog - z 16 

. Occasionally we encounter a Hindu holy woman - - 117 

Other- fakirs stand on their heads for long s~ret~1.es at a time, in 
order to save their souls . - - - 114 

A holy man who claims to.have ~e power of raising the dead - 11' 
~ . 

Jagannath Quggernaut) on the left, his brother ~nth~ right, and 
his wife down at the bottom in the middle - . - - 131 

In entering some Hindu temples a worshipper must run a gauntlet 
of weird and sometimes indescribable carvings -. 13 3 

Hanuman, the monkey god ... - 240 

Occasionally an old man or woman will hurl himself in front of the 
wheels, believing that if he is crushed to death by the car of 
Juggernaut that he will go straight to Paradise without suffering ~ 
the tortures of coming back to this world .in any other 
incarnations 

Four enormous ropes are attached to the car of Jagannath · 
Quggernaut) and then hundreds of thousands of pilgrims 
pull him through the street - 248 
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The car of Jagannath Quggernaut) has sixteen ponderous wheels 
and occasionally gets off its course and crashes into a 
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Xll1 

PACIMG 
PAG. 

building - 2.49 

Privacy shrouds· all domestic affairs in the East - z 56 

When the car of Jagannath Quggernaut) comes to a halt some are so 
overcome with religious fervour that they throw themselve~ 
into the dust to pray and kiss the ropes z.n 

To reach the Black Pagoda we make an overnight journey in a 
palanquin - z64 

The origin of the Black Pagoda seems lost in the mists of antiquity z.65 

Few travellers from foreign countries have ventured to make the 
journey to the Black Pagoda- - 2.72. 

Most of the carvings on the Black Pagoda do not bear dose 
inspection 

Ganesha, the god who is known" as the remover of obstacles 

Everywhere we go we encounter holy cows or bulls 

- 2.73 

- 2.80 

- z8I 


