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FOREWORD 

THE efficiency of a polar expedition varies on the whole 
according to the adequacy of its prreparations, the worth 
of its equipment and scientific gear, the services of its 
personnel and· staff of scientists and the length of its stay 
in the field. These things require a great deal of money 
nowadays, and no explorer could possibly foot the bill on the 
strength of his own pocketbook. He is dependent upon the 
generosity of friends and the public. This has been true in 
my case especially, for the problem of financing two of 
my last three expeditions has fallen first upon me and then 
upon friends. This last expedition to the Antarctic was, for 
reasons explained in subsequent pages, a costly one. Prepara
tions for it were extensive, its equipment and scientific gear 
was new, modern and, in many cases, especially designed for 
the problem; its scientific staff was more than competent and 
the expedition itself wa~ away from the United States for 
nearly two years. This was according to the original plan, 
the realization of which was possible only through the support 
of friends, who out of their keen interest in scientific re
search provided the sinews of exploration. 

To them, therefore, I must acknowledge my debt first of 
all. In a sense this is the debt of the nation, for the expedi
tion, which had for its immediate objectives the investigation 
of the south polar regions, had also as its purpose the ex
tension of national efforts in a field which had been sadly 
neglected, the Antarctic continent. 

So many names come into mind at once that it is difficult 
to know where to begin. 

There are, for example, Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., and 
Mr. Edsel Ford. They were not only principal backers of 
this last expedition, but also of the North Polar expedition. 
What they gave me in friendship, sympathy and aid when 
things were darkest are beyond price. 

There are men and organizations that stand with them
vii 
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Mr. Charles Evans Hughes, the Fisher brothers, Mr. Vincent 
Asto:-, Dr. John H. Finley, Dr. Isaiah Bowman and the 
American Geographical Society, 1\:Ir. K. H. Fulton, Mr. 
George Coe Graves, Mr. George A. Thorne, Jr., 1\:Ir. R. \V. 
Bingham, Mr. Paul Block, Mr. Charles V. Bob, Mr. 
Robert W. Daniel, Mr. Charles F. de Ganahl, 1\Ir. F. Fuller, 
the Daniel Guggenheim Fund for the Promotion of Aero
nautics, Mr. August Heckscher, Mr. George L. Johnson, Mr. 
Sam Katz, Paramount News, Mr. F. H. Rawson, Estate of 
Henry W. Oliver, Mr. Julius Rosenwald, the late Thomas 
Fortune.Ryan, The Tidewater Oil Company, Mr. William H. 
Todd, Mr. Harold S. Vanderbilt, Mr. Donald \Voodward 
and Mr. Robert S. Breyer. 

To the National Geographic Society and its officers, Dr. 
Gilbert Grosvenor and Dr. John Oliver La Gorce, I owe much. 
They assisted in the financing of the first expedition I accom
panied to the Arctic, and to this last expedition to the south 
pqlar regions they made a large contribution, in addition to 
supplying the services of one of our scientists. They stood 
squarely behind the expedition, ready and eager to help in 
every way. 

So, too, in the case of my dear friend, Mr. Raymond 
B. Fosdick. Time and time again, when the going was dis
couragingly hard he came to the fore and smoothed the way. 

To Mr. Adolph Ochs, publisher of the New York Times, 
Mr. Arthur Sulzberger and Mr. Frederick T. Birchall, both 
of the Times; Mr. Joseph Pulitzer, publisher of the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch; Mr. David Lawrence, of the Consolidated 
Press, and the editors and publishers of the associated news
papers which published the reports on our expedition, I have 
a large obligation. They understood what we were up against 
and were always thoughtful and cooperative. · 

There are as well the hundreds of American firms which 
most generously donated valuable supplies. And there were 
also hundreds of persons who helped the expedition in many 
ways-giving money, services and cooperation. Among these I 
include the hundreds of· persons who made small contribu
tions to the expedition. 

There are many more, all equally deserving of mention, 
and it is a pity that they cannot all be mentioned. l\ferely 
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to list the names would fill many pages ; and my publishers 
are already in despair at the number that have thus far 
appeared. 

Yet I do not feel that the story of the expedition is too 
fully told. There are many things which, I have been informed, 
are not interesting to the general public but belong rather to 
the four fat volumes dealing with the scientific results of the 
expedition on which the scientific ~taff is now working. So, 
presto, out they go. 

Then, too, there are incidents which, because of their dis
tance from the main scene of operations, could not be in
corporated except as a very incongruous tail on a story the 
body of which is perhaps much too large. I have in mind 
such an incident as that which took place on the arrival of the 
Eleanor Bolling at Panama, in ~lay, 1930, on the return home. 
It was the first time these men had set foot on American soil 
in nearly two years. They eagerly looked forward to their 
first holiday in two months after a blistering voyage across the 
Pacific.· Yet when told, on landing, that the City, which was 
500 miles out, was shy of coal, beset by head winds, and far 
behind her schedule, they instantly volunteered to cut the 
holiday short and go out to her assistance. It made no dif
ference that they were short-handed themselves. Captain 
Brown and his crew put out to sea without hesitation; and 
Chief Engineer ~IcPherson went into the fireroom and handled 
a shovel himself. . 

This is typical of many such beautiful acts that are part of 
the memory of the expedition. It was the spirit of the men 
throughout. If only for that reason I regret the structural 
limitations of the book. And if I have failed to mention the 
names of any members of the expedition, I hope it will be 
understood that the omission was not deliberate. They were 
all worthy. 

But, here, the tail has become the head, the groans of the 
publishers are increasing and I had better desist with the hope 
that if I have left unsaid anything that should be said, it will 
be understood that the inexorable limits of space, as publishers 
measure it, have made it necessary . 

• 
Chicago 
November 16, 1930 
2 A.M. 

R. E. BYRD 
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