AUPLE FICKING



U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABK(
JAMES J. DAVIS, SECRETARY

WOMEN'’S BUREAU

MARY ANDERSON, Direstar

BULLETIN OF THE WOMEN'S BUREAU, No. 47

3

WOMEN IN THE FRUIT-GROWING AND
CANNING INDUSTRIES IN THE
STATE OF WASHINGTON

A STUDY OF HOURS, WAGES
AND CONDITIONS

WASHINGTON
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
1926




ADDITIGNAL COFPIER

OF THIS PUBLICATION MAY BE PROCUREP FROM
THE SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

AT

4 CENTS PER COPY



CONTENTS

Part I. INTRODUCTION - - - - oo e cececc e m
The fruit-growing and canning industries in Washington.

Scope and method._ - _ - e oas

Statistical SUMMATY _ _ i me oo mme oo

II. PersoxnaL avp Fayiny History oF THE WOMEN WORKERS_.

. Personal inforination. . - - o _______.....

Living condition_ oo - o _______ . __________.. -

Familv relationship and responsitilities

Bize and make-up of family

Children . oo oo

Migrant households without adult-_ o ____________

Share of women workers in family support

Reasons for working _ . ____ . _________ . __.._.____._

In reiation to position in family_ . _ . _______.____

In relation to place of employinent

I, MIGRANTS - o o e mam e e
Migrants and the various industrie~_ _ .. __ .. _________
Typical cases of migrant workers_ ... . ______

Berry workers . _ L oo eaimeoaa-

Orchard Workers . o o oo oo oo

Stranded migrant workers

IV, HOUBING - - o e
o Period of occupancy of living quarters. . . ________.__.
Size and location of the ranches

Types of labor_ e

Types of living quarters

Size of living quarters
Prainage - . el

Totlet facilities_ - e
Drinking, bathing, and laundry facilities
Cooking facilities
Lighting _ _ - e mmaem e
Disposal of garbage
Furniture

V. WoMESx WORKERS IN THE BERRY FIELDS . .. _________.__.
Tacts about the industry .. - _o-_---
Earnings and time worked . __ ... _________ ... _.___-

V1. WoMEN WoORKERS IN THE PrUNE ORCHARDS
Facts about the industry ... oo _____-
Earnings and time worked

Paga

10
21
21
21
22
23
25
23
26
30
33

>
v

35
36
36
39
39
42
43
43
46
- 49
49
50
50
3l
54
55
53
57
58
59
60
61
61
63
63
66
73
73
76
76
78
81



v CONTENTS

Part VII. WoMEN WORKERS IN APPLE AND PEAR ORCHARDS. ...
' T Facts about the industry - oo oo e e eecce oo -
Earnings and time worked—Women in apple and pear

orchards . o o e e mammcmerammam————-—-

Apple thinning_ . _ e

Apple picking o e e

Pear pieking .. oo oo

Other types of scasonal work of women in apple orchards__

VIII. WouMen WorkErs I8 FrulT AND VEGETABLE CANNERIES
AND EVAPORATORS - e oo eciammesaan-

Faets about the industry . o - oo oo e aaas

The women’s occupations_ _ _ _ o . _________

Working conditions_ . e cn e

Buildings._ oo amemmamea—eeeeao o

General plan and cleanliness of workrooms_ _______

Seating . o de e mmmmmmm—m—eeemoo-

Temperature. ... - o memme e m e

Sanitation and service facilities_________ . _________

Hours and days actually worked in canneries______
Hours actually worked by six-day workers in can-

3T <) o 1< DI
Irregularity of hours in fruit and vegetable can-

NETIe8 . o o oo e o e mmm e m
Regularity of hours in evaporators______.__ . ____
Canneries with different hour policies_ __ . _________

Earnings and time worked___________.___ .. ___.__
Earnings of timeworkers and pieceworkers._.......
Earnings by occupation_ _______ .. .. _____.__
Daily earnings. _ . . emmmieamee—aa
Hourly rates and earnings_ - .. ______...a.
Time worked and earnings during the season_______

IX. WoMEN WoRKERS IN Fisa CANNERIES. _ . _ _ _ . __.__.-.__
Facts about the industey . o oo oo _.___._
The occupations of the women_ ____________.___ .
Working conditions. oo ________. .-
Buildings . - .-
General arrangement of the workrooms. .- ________
Seating . - e aoo
Temperature . _ _ ..o . oo __.
Sanitation and service faeilities_ ___ . __________

Hours and days actually worked . _ ... ______....
Hours actually worked by six-day workers. ... . __
Irregularity of hours in fish canneries_ _ . __........
Canneries with different hour policies_ . _ . ..____...

Timework and piecework. - - - ...
Daily earnings, by occupations_ _ .. ...
Hourly rates___ o emmaaea--
Time worked and earnings during season.._ .- ..

SRERR

98
98
101
103

104

105
107
108
111
112
114
116
118
118
119
121
121
122
123
123
123
124
125
125
127
128
129
129
131
133
134
137
137
138
138



COXNTENTS v

Page

Part X. Womrn WorkERrRa 1IN Cram CaNnNERIBES._________________ 141

Facts about theindustry . . - __________________ 141

Qceupations of the women_______________________ 142

Earnings and time worked in onemonth___ . _ ... _____. 143

Season’s eAMNINES . e 144

XI. WoMEN WORKERS IN APPLE AND PEAR WAREHOUSES. _____ 145

Facts about the industey_ ___ ... o __ . 145

Occupations of women_ _ ... ___________________. 145

Working conditions. . . ... iiaiaiaaoan 146

Buildings . - _ - _ L _i._o.. 146

General arrangement of workrooms__ .- . ______ 147

Seating . - o oo oo e oL 147

Lighting . oo oo eeeeaa- 147

Temperature.. . _ L iiiio.- 148

Sanitation and service facilities_ __ ___ e 149

Hours _ - 150

Time worked during the week _ _ ___ _.___.__.____. 151

Length of days worked - _ - .. ... ... 152

h T U U 153

Earnings for sorting and pad-.lng apples ___________ 154

Earnings for sorting and packing pears____________ 155

Comparison of earnings for work on apples and pears_ 155

Time worked and earnings during the season__ ____ 158

XI1l. Lasor TorvovEr IN CANNERIES AND WAREHOUSES_______ 161

Fruit and vegetable canneries. ... .. ... . ____________ 163

Fish canneries _ o _ o ..o oo oo 165

Frujt warehouses . oo oo cm oo oo oo e m e 167

Comparison of industries as to labor turnover____. ___ . 168

NI OceveaTional. HisTomlEs oF THE WoseN WORKENS. ..., 171

Regular, irregular, and seasonal occupations_. _________ 171

Actual time of seasonal work during & 12-month peried. 177

Beginning and present age of workers_________________ 179

Beginning oceupations_ _ . . oo ___._-._ 141

Chief occupations_ _ _ _ il 182

Reasons for leaving chief occupations. ... ________ __ 183

XIV. INpUsTRIAL ACCIDENTS AND DISEABES_ __ - _____ . _______ 185

Types of disease .. . _ . ... . iieiciaraaaaa 185

Records of State department of labor and industries____ 186

Disability due to specific causes_ _________ __ .. .. 187

Time lost on account of injuries____________ e 188

Causes of injuries_ _ ... .- 188

Extent of injuries_ _ _ _ __ .. . e .a..-. 189

Prevalence of fruit and fish infections___ . _________.___ 190
APFENDIXER:

A. General tables . e ceccmao_- 193

B. Schedule fOrmB. o« @ v ceee e ccmav s mmeec———c-—scmmane=n= 219



Ll

10.

1.

iz,

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20,

21.
22,

23.

24,

25.

26.

CONTENTSB

TEXT TABLES

Number of establishments and number of women included in the
SUT VY o e e ammmmmmmm—mmem——aa
Age of the women employees, by industry _______ . ___________
Conjugal condition of the women employees, by industey_________._
General nativity and country of birth of the women employees, by
I Us by e e e e etmm e
Living condition of the resident and migrant women, by industry..._
Composition of the families of the women employees, resident and
migrant, showing persons at work and persons rot at work, by size
of family _ e
Malesin thefamilies of the women interviewed—resident and migrant—
who were in the same industry as the women, according to whether
chief wage earner or not chief wage earver_______ _______________
Age composition of families, resident and migrant_________________
Number of families—resident and migrant—having children of specified
ages, by number of children in family . ________________________.
Type of living quariers in berry fields and in apple and prune
archards, and number of groups housed ________________________
Nuwaber of rooms occupied by households in berry fields .md in
apple and prune orchards, by size of household __________________
Average daily earnings in picking berries, and number of days
worked—180 women reported __ __ ___________ __________________
Average daily earnings in picking prunes, and number of days
worked—40 women reported . _ Lo a
Average daily earnings in sorting prunes, and number of days
warked—45 women reported . e ooo.-
Average daily earnings in thinning apples, and number of days
worked-—23 women reporbed e
Average daily earnings in picking apples, and number of days
worked—74 women reported __ _ __ _________________ L _.._.
Average daily earnings in pieking pears, and number of days worked—
41 women reported_ _ _ ___ ____ ____ _____ __________________
Average daily earnings in all agricultural pursuits, and number of
days worked—69 women returning questionnaires en work done
dvring the year__.____________ _____ __________________________
Variation in number of hours worked within one pay-roll period by
women working on same number of davs—fruit and vegetable can-
NEPIeS L o i
Variation in number of hours worked within one day—maximum and
minimum hours of women in fruit and vegetable eanneries________
Extent of the 10-hour day in evaporating plants_____________._ ___.
Variation from normal schedule of daily hours of work during one
pay-roll period—women in fruit and vegetable canneries.__.______
Variation from normal schedule of weekly hours of work during the
scason-—the 34 steadiest women in two fruit canneries____________
Median earnings in fruit and vegetable canneries and evaporators,
by time worked _ _ . _ o ___. e
Median earnings of women on timework and on piecework, by days
worked—fruit and vegetable eanneries and evaporators_..._..__--
Number of women on timework and on piecework, and their median
week’s earnings, by number of hours worked—preparation and
canning operations in fruit and vegetable canneries and evaporators_

Page

22
23

24

25

27

29

30

31

52

68

76

9

87

88

105

106
108

108

110

113

115

117



27.

28,

20,

30.

31.
32,

-

i.
35,
390,
(.
41.
42,
43.

44,
45.
4¢.
47.

K.

19,
50.

CONTENTS

Hamber of women on timework and on piegework, and their average
hourly carnings—{ruit and vegetahle canueries and evaporators_ _.
Variation in nwmber of hours worked within vne pay-roll period by

Variation in number of hours worked within one day—maximum and
minimum hours of women in fish eanneries__.__.________________
Variation from normal schedule of daily hours of work during one
pay-roll period—women in tish canneries. - o ..o . _____._._
Median earnings in fish canneries, by time worked_________________
Number of women and their hourly rates of pay in various occupa-
tions in fish canneries. .. oL iacaa-a-
Variation in number of hours worked withiu one pay-roll period by
women working on same number of days—apple and pear wara.
houses . _ oo

. Variation in number of hours worked within ohe day—maximum and

minimum hours of women in apple and pear warehouses.

5. Median earnings of women sorters and packers in apple and pear ware-

houses, by time worked. ... . L.
Davs worked during the season, women in three fruit and vegetable
canneries and oncevaporator . __ . ___ . ___ . . ____________
Days worked during the season, women in fish canneries..____ . —————
Days worked duriug the season, women in fruit warehouses_____...__
Time worked during the season, women in canneries and warehouses__
Number of women's names appearing on pay-roll records of 1923—
fruit and vegetable canneries and warehouses. .. ___________.___
Character of other employment, as regular or irregular, by over-all
period of employment—all industries_. ... . . ____.__.
Number of oceupations in other employment, by over-all period of
emplovment—all industries . _ _________________________________
Average number of weeka iu seasonal work during a 12-month period,
by industry. .. Ll_
Number of wecks worked during a 12-month period, by industry____
Number of vears worked in all employment, by age at time of survey.
Age at time of survey, by age at heginning work_ _________________
Age at beginning work and industry in which first employed—women
in the berry fields__ . _ ..
Chief occupation of the women interviewed, and number for whom
rsuch work was regular or irregular_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ . _ oo ______.___ -
Women's reasons for leaving chief occupation—all industries. ... _. ..
Number of cases of injury and number of days lost in fruit warehouses
and fish ecanneries, and in eanning, preserving, and pickling of fruits
and vegetables, by nature of injury. (Records of State department
of labur and industries for 1923) ___________ ___________________

APPENDIX TABLES

I. Hours worked within one pay-roll perind by women in fruit and

vegetable canneries and fruit evaporators, by number of days on
which work was done. . _ o mmmmmmmac—mm— oo

II. Earnings of women in fruit and vegetable canneries and evaporators,

by time worked

II1. Earnings of women on timework and on piecework in fruit and

vegetable canneries and evaporators, by number of days on which
WOrk was done . . e e e m e e

VII
Page
118
129
130

131
135

138

151

163
166
1647
168
169
174
176
177
178
180
181
182

183
184

187

193

195

199



VIII CONTENTS

Page
1V. Hours worked within one pay-roll period in fish eanneries, by bumber
of days on whioh work was done_ _ __ . eiaaaaL.l 205
V. Earnings of women in fish cannerics, by time worked_ .. __.______ 207
VI. Month’s earnings of time workers in clam cabpneries, by time
worked L e e miecmceecaaa 212
VII. Season’s earnings of women in clam canneries, by time worked___. 215
VIII. Earnings of sorters and packers in apple and pear warehouses, by
time worked _ e eeiiiiameamaea—as 216
IX. Season’s carnings of selected women in fruit and vegetable canneries
and cvaporators, in fish canneries, and in fruit warchouses. _____ 218
ILLUSTRATIONS
Apple picking L e Frountispicee,
Page
Migrants had come from 18 States_ . . _ . __ . _______.___..._.- 40
‘ FPacing page
The hcouses occupied by migrants in the clam indnstry are mere shacks,
often built close together in little settlements at the water’s edge___ ___ 45
On some ranches tents were the accepted type of housing_ _ _______.____. 49
Many migrants lived in the row type of quarters—o¢ne room for a family
and 8 stoVe IN COMIMON _ o o oo e e e e e oo e em e e mmmmeemmmmmm e eee e 49
The blackberry vines are trained along wire trellises with much of the fruit
IVINE ON bOP L o e o o e e e e —————— e ———————— 72
Rasplerries are usually at a comfortable height for picking. ... ___.__._._ 72
In prune picking the women work in the soft dirt in a cramped position. . 3

Prune sorting is done in the drier, a large frame structure on the edge of
the orchard._ o e e emama .



