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FOREWORD

The publication of this velume completes the work
undertaken in 1945. The City Survey of Kolhapur was
initiated by a letter from the Kolhapur Municipal Bo-
rough inviting the Institute to undertake the work., At
the time the invitation was received (December 1944)
the Institute was facing its chronic problem of shortage
of experienced staff. It could not, therefore, undertake
to depute a member of its staff to Kolhapur as it had
done when conducting the survey at Sholapur. The
Institute, therefore, suggested the following plan of
work to the Borough authorities. “The Institute
would plan the survey, would supervise the work at all
stages, would tabulate the data and would write the
final report. The Institute will not, however, open g
separate office at Kolhapur but will work through the
Kolhapur Municipal Borough. A separate agency will
have to be set up by the Kolhapur Municipal Borough
itself for this purpose. The Institute would undertake
to advise in the setting up of this agency and the rec-
ruitment of its staff, would lay down the complete
details of the plan of field work and would send a mem-
ber of its research staff, say, once a month to Kolhapur
to supervise the conduct of this work”. The plan of
work proved acceptable to the Kolhapur Municipal
Borough and was, in the main, adhered to in its actual
conduct. T

The investigational establishment in Kolhapur was
set up in June 1945 and its work finally wound up in
March 1947, Mr. N. V. Sovani was in full charge of
the work of the survey through all its stages and is
also responsible, in the main, for the reports. He has
been assisted on the statistical side by Mr. V. M.
Dandekar, Statistician of the Institute. The Chief In-
vestigator at Kolhapur was Mr. W, C. Shrishrimal.
As pointed out above, the survey was Initiated by the
Kolhapur Municipal Borough and all important officers
of the Borough evinced considerable interest and gave



active help to the various investigational projects.
The Kolhapur Durbar also extended to the survey its
active sympathy. Above all, from the inception to its
completion, the survey owed a great deal to Mr. J. P.
Naik who was Hon. Secretary of the Reorganization
Department, Kolhapur Municipal Berough, when the
work was conceived, and was Development Secretary
of Kolhapur Government when the work at Kolhapur

ended.

This volume of the Kolhapur Survey deals largely
with the social and economic characteristics of the
families and population included in the House Sample
of the Survey. These data are set out and discussed in
considerable detail in the volume. The data could, in
most instances, be compared usefully with similar data
set out in the volumes of the Poona Survey and most as-
pects of the data covered in the Poona Survey are also
included in this volume. Attempts have, however,
been made to analyse the data to a fuller extent than
in the Poona Survey and to present additional informa-
tion or to discuss new aspects. Attention may be drawn
to data regarding subsidiary occupations, the duration
in the presents occupation, and the income distribution
and life cycle of families. Apart from the data relating
to the families included in the House Sample, the
volume present and discusses other information col-
lected separately on particular economic and socizl
aspects. The chapter on Housing includes, for exam-
ple, a special note on slum areas; and many aspects of
social life such as libraries, clubs and newspapers have
been dealt with in this volume for the first time. On
the other hand, general discussions on some of the so-
cial pr:oblgms, as for example, on caste and community
organization, have not been included in this survey as
the subjects were fully dealt with in the Poona Survey.

Poona 4. D. R. Gadgil
3rd June 1952, ,
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PREFACE

This is the third and final volume of the Social
Survey of Kolhapur City. It completes the work un-
dertaken in 1945. The idea of this survey was casually
mentioned by me among a circle of my friends at Kol-
hapur in the summer of 1942 when I was spending my
vacation there. In 1944 Mr. J, P. Naik, who was then
the Hon. Reorganization Secretary of the Kolhapur
Municipal Borough, visited the Institute. He saw the
work of the Poona Survey and conceived the idea of
having a similar Survey of Kolhapur carried out. He
immediately set to work and the result was an offer
from the Kolhapur Muniecipal Borough to undertake
such a survey. The terms and conditions under which
the Institute undertook the work are indicated in the
“Foreword”,

The Survey was begun in July 1945 and ended in
April 1947. The Survey Office at Kolhapur consisted
of the Chief Investigator and four junior investigators.
Throughout this period, additional staff was engaged
off and on for specific inquiries at various stages.
Mr. G. S. Upalekar was initially appointed the Chief
Investigator but he soon found it difficult to continue
because of his other activities and previous commit-
ments. He, therefore, resigned in QOctober 1945, and
Mr. W. C. Shrishrimal succeeded him. He was a Muni-
cipal Counciller at that time but resigned hi§ seat before
taking charge as the Chief Investigator. He occupied
that position till the end.

The Survey, in its planning and execution, derived
considerably from the experience gathered in the two
socio-economic City Surveys carried out by the Insti-
tute up to that time. As a result the Kolhapur survey
could be much more comprehensively planned. Be-
cause of the active interest of Mr. J. P. Naik in the



survey work, the atmosphere at Kolhapur was algo
favourable for extending the scope of the survey in
various directions.

The statistical material gathered in the Survey was
tabulated at the Institute under my general direction
and the active planning and supervision of my collea-
gue, Mr. Dandekar. His help and advice were always
at my disposal and they were valuable to me, particu-
larly on the statistical side. He has contributed the
‘Qtatistical Appendix” to Part I of the report of the
survey. He also looked after the printing of this Vo-
lume in my absence abroad. I began to work on the
Report of the Survey in 1947 and completed it, with
some interruptions, because of the pressure of other
work, in June 1951. I would have liked to spend some
more time on the last part of the report but could not
do so. In April 1951 T was awarded a research fellow-
ship by the Rockefeller Foundation for a year of study
and research in the United States; this imposed a time
limit on my work. I was, however, able to deal with
most of the material collected in the Survey in the time
at my disposal, exeept in one particular., This was the
information about temples in Kolhapur.

My indebtedness to my colleagues and all others who
helped me at various stages and in various capacities
are indeed great. My special thanks are due to Mr. J.
P. Naik, the Municipal Councillers, Municipal and Go-
vernment Servants and other prominent citizens of
Kolhapur. I must also express my gratitude to my
uncle, Mr. Y. 8. Sovani, who is a resident of Kolhapur,
for helping me in innumerable ways in the work of the
survey. Mr. W. C. Shrishrimal, of course, bore the
main burden of the work and bore it cheerfully and
well, for which I express heartfelt thanks. The junior
investigators and other members of the staff also car-
ried out their work satisfactorily and I thank them sin-
cerely for the same. My heartfelt thanks are also due
to Messrs, Patwardhan Brothers who printed the last
2 volumes very well indeed. To the citizens, of course,
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the Survey owes everything, as without their co-opera-
tion it would have been impossible.

1 owe 2 special debt to Kolhapur because my family
came from that city and I have spent some of the hap-
piest days of my life there. In a sense this debf can
never be repaid. In carrying out this Survey I was
glicz that I was perhaps repaying a small part of that

ebt.

3706, Walnut Street, N. V. SovaNL
PHLADELPHIA 4. (Pa).

U.8.A.
5th May 1952,
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