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[ Ptfblished with tlze "Bombay Govemment Gazette" on the 20th Aln·ill876.] 

PART VI. 

BILL 'S OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT .. 

"The followi tw Bill was il1trodnoed into 1,he 
'Council c,f the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regul:ttions on .the 
21st ~'Larch 187G, and was referred to :L .Select 
<::ommittee with inst.ruc~ious to nutke their a:eport 
-thereon in .two months :-

Bill No. 5 of 1876. 

A Bill for the bettm· contrel of ll1'Cmwtic pcl'
fornu~:~wes. 

\VJnan:AS .it :is expedient to empower the scvc-
Prcnmblc. ml I~o~al Governn;euts to 

prohlblt draumt1c per
formances ·which a.1•e ·scandalous, defamatory, s ·di
tious, obscene or otherwise prejudicial to the 
public .intcrest; It is hereby emLc~e<l as follows:-

1. 'This Act .may •be called "The Dtall1atic 
!Short title. Perfonnances .Act, 187G :" 

i.ocal extent. 
It.extencls to the whole 

.of British Ind ia. 

·Commencement. And it shall come into 
force at once. 

·'' Mngistrnte" ·defined. 
2. In tl:Jis.Act "Magis

trate" includes a l>resi
deucy .Mag'ibtmtc. 

'3. ;w .henever the Local 'Government is of 

Power to 1J>rohibit ccr
<tnin dmmauc J>clforru
.auces. 

oQpiuion tloat any play, 
pn.ntominw, or other dra
ma. perli•rmed or about 

· (ct) 

.(b) 

(c) 

(cZ) 

to Lc performed is-
of a ·sca.nda1ou~ or defamatory nMme, or 

likely .to •excite feelings of disaffection to 
the ;Govcrument established by h~w i.u 
B ritish India, or 

likely to' deprave and COJTupt persons pre
•·sent at such perfonrmnce., ·Or 

otherwise prejudicialtottbe interesls .of the 
public, 

the Local Govemtnfmt, or such officer as it 
nmv "enerally or specjn1Jy .empower in t his l!eJJaU: 
Jnay ~y order prohibit such perf(ormance. 

'~. A copy of :Luy st~c1J order mn.y be served on 
p wer to ser~e o~der ·:Illy p_ergon abou~ to take 

of ~ohibition. part m _ tl_1e performance 
P bO prolubtted, or ou tJu! 

()wner or' occup:ier .of ::my house, room or place in 
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which such performance is intended to take place; 
and any }Jersou .on whom such copy is served, aud 
who does, or willingly permits, any act in disobe-

Pcnnllly Cor disobeying ~iencc to su_c_h order, 
order shall be pumshable on 

· · cou v iction betore a Ma-
gistrate with irnpr.isomnent lor a term which may 
-extend to .tlu:ce mouths, or with line, or with 
both. 

5. Any such order may he notified hy procla
mation, and a written or Power to noiif.v order. . 

J printed notice thcreot 
.may be stuck up at any place or .places adaptctl 
.for giving information of the order to the persons 
intcuding to take part in t he performance so 
pt•olribited. 

l'ennltv for diso!Jcyin;; 
prohibition. 

G. ·whoever, after the 
notification of :my such 
order-

(a.) takes pa.t't in the performance prohibitetl 
thereby, or in auy performance substa.n
tinlly the same as the performa.nce so 
r•rohibited, or 

{b) .in any manner assists in conducting any 
such performance, or 

{c) :s pre~eu t as a SJH~ctntor during the whole 
or :1ny part .of .a.uy such ,pcrfonn~uce, or 

(d) being the owuer or occupier, or having the 
usc of :my house, room or place, opens, 
keeps or IISCS the same for any such 
llerfonnauce, or penn its the same to 
uc opunctl, kept Ql' used for auy such 
p rfornmucc, 

sl ml1 be punishable on conviction before a. ~fa
gistrate with i111prisonment for a term which ruay 
·extend to three months, or with line, or with both. 

7 . If auy ~bgistmte has reason to believe that 
Power to grant wnrnmt :HIY house, !·oom or place 

to l'olico t•l t•utcr und on- IS used, or IS about to he 
rest uncl seize. used, lor auy performaucc 
prohibited under this Act, he may, by his warrant, 
authorize nuy officer of police to enter with such 
assistance .as umy be requisite, by uight or hy day, 
and by force if uecessa ry, auy such Iwnse, roo111 
or place, a.ud to take into custody all persons who111 
he find s t.herein, aud to seize all tic<·nery, dres~cs 
a.nd other. articles found thcrejn a !Ill re:L~onahly 
suspected to have been used, or to be intended to 
be used, for the purpo;e uf such pcrlonnaucu. 



8. No convict ion under tltis Act shall barn. 
prosecution nuder section 

Savini!' of PcnRl Code, 1 94 A t' 9n4 f 
&OOtions 12~ A nnd 29 t w ' or sec ton -" ' o 

the Indian P enn! Cod e. 
!). Whenever it appears to t he Locnl Govern

Power to prol>ibit drn
nmtic pmformnoce• in nny 
local nrcn, cxcert under 
license. 

ment that the provisions 
of this ~ection are requir
ed in any local area, it 
may, with the sanction of 
tho Governor Gcnemr in 

Council, declare, by notification in the localufficin l 
G<~.zeltc, that such provi~ions are applied to such 
area from a day to be fixed in t he not.ificati.ou. 

On :mel after that day, the L oc.-'Ll Government 
may order -thnt no dmmatic perfonnanee shall 
take place in auy place of public entertainment 
within such area, except under a license to be 
!!'l'llnted by such Local Government, or such officel' 
~ it may empower in t.his behalf. 

The Local GoYernmeut may also order tlmt 
no dramatic performance shall take place in any 
place of puulic entertainment within such area 
unles.~ a copy of .tl1e piece, if at)d so far as it is 
written, or some sufficient account of its purport, 
if nnd so far as it is in pautomime, has been fur
nished, not less than three dnys before the per
fornmnce, to the Local Government, or to such 

. officer ns it may appoint in this behalf. 

A copy of any order under this section may be 
ser,ved OB any keeper of a place of pu bHc enter
t.!inmeut, and if thereafter he does or willingly 
permits any net in disobeJience to such order, he 
shall be punishable on convic~ion before a Magis
tmte with imprisonm.ent for o. term which may 
extend to tl1ree month~, or with fine, or with 
both. 
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STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

The primary object of this Bill is to empower 
tho Government to prohibit Native plays which 
are sc:mdalons, defamatory, seditious or obscene. 
'l'he necessity for some such measure has been 
establi~hed by the recent performance in Calcutta 
of a scurrilous Bcng:lli drama, t? prev~nt which 
the existing law was found to be msuffictent. 

The Bill, first, empowers the Govemmcn.t or / 
such officer as it empowers in this .behalf, to 1 s~ue 
au order prohibiting any dramatiC performance 
which, in the opinion of t.lt e <Joverm~1en!i, co~~es 
within auy of the cla~scs abovementiOned. I he 
order may he served ou inteuding performers or 
on t he owner of the place in which the play take~ 
place. 'l' he Qn]er may also be notified by. procl:~
mation, and peua lti.eH arc proviolcd fur dtsobedt
encc thereto. 

Power is then given to the Magistrates to grnnt 
.warrants to tho Police to enter, nrrcst, and ~ciz<> 
scenery, dross.es, &c. 

Lastly, the L ocnl Go\'emmeut is empowered to 
order, in specified localiti es, that no play shall he 
performed in ·any place of public cutertainment, 
except under n license from Govemment, and that 
a copy of the piece, if written, or'" sufficient ac
count of its purpor.t, if it be iu pantomime, ~hall 
be previously furnished to the proper authorities. 

(Signed) A. HODHOUSE. 

Cctlcittla, 9th Mcwch 187G. 

WHITLEY STOKES, 

Sec1·etcwy lo the Goucrmncnt of li!clia .. 
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