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THURSDAY, 31sT MARCH 1870. 

rr:§J" Separate paging is given to this Part, in order that it mag be filed as a separate compilaiio11. 

PART V. 

~ROGEEDINGS Of THE · COUNCIL OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL Of \NOlA. 

Abstmcl ·of tlte P1·oceedings of the Council of the Governo1· General of India, 
.a.ssembled.fm· the pwpose of making Laws and Regulatious unde1· the P1·o-
1:isions ~~the Act of Parliament 24 &· 25 Vic., Cap. 67. 

The Council met at Government House on Friday, the 11th March 1870: 

PRESEN1': 

His :Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General of India, K.P., G.C.S.I., presiding." 
His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, K.C.B., G.C.S.I. 
Major General the Honourable Sir H. M. DunAND, C.B., K.C.S.I., · 
The Honourable JoHN STnACHEY. ' 
The Honourable Sir RICHARD TEMPLE, K.C.S.I. 
The Honourable J. FITZJAlllES STEPHHN, Q.C. 
The Honourable 'D. CowiE. 
Colonel the Honourable H. STRACllEY, C.S.I. 
'fhe Honourable FnANCIS S·ruAnT 0HAPMAN. 

The Honourable J. R. BuLLEN S11nTH. 

The Honourable F. R. CocKERELL. 

FEMALE INFANTICIDE BILL. 

'$ The Honourable Mr. STnACHEY presented the Report of the Select Committee on the 
Bill for the prevention of female infanttcide. . · · 

INDIAN WEIGHTS AND MEASURES BILL. 

Colonel the Honourable R. STRACHBY applied to His Excellency the President to JllW 
pend tl1e Rules t'or the Conduct of Business, to enable him to introduce the Bill to regulate. 

v.-160 · 
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the Weights and Measures of British India. He said that he made this request to render 
possiblE". what he feared wou~d otherwise hardly be the case, the passing of this m.eas~re be­
fore the Government of Indta left Calcutta, if it should be approved by the Counc1l after the 
detailed consideration which they would be asked to give. • 

The Bill was very simple in its form, and its object was to give efiect to the conclusio~s 
of the Gove1·nment of India on the general question which had now been b.efore the p~1bl~c 
for more than a year. The Council would, he thought, be fully a~ able to clJCuss the pnncl­
ples of the Bill to-day as they would have been !~ad the longer penod usually allowed elapsed 
since the Bill was in the hands of the members of the Council. 

He might mention that it was the desire of the Agency dr the . East Indian Raiil~ay 
Company to adopt the new unit of weight on the opening of, .the Cl~ord Line Ra~lway, wh.ICh 
might be expected to take pl~ce towards the end of the ,~:ommg ramy seusou. fhe opemng 
of this line would necessitate the re-arrangement of the whole of the charges for goods sent 
between Howrah and the stations above the end of the new line, and new tables would have 
to be prepared in consequence. The Agency wished to make the change as fal'. as possi.ble 
a ·final one, by adopting, in the new tariff, the . ton of 1,000 kilog-rams as the. umt on wh!C!l. 
their cha1·aes were to be made. !t was evidently desirable that the new we1ghts should., 1t 
possible, b~ authorised by the leg-islature befo1·e they were adopted by the Railway Gompanr, 
and it was tJJerefol'e desirable tlwt the luw should be passed before the Govemment of Indw 
.returned to Calcutta. 

It would, he thought, be generally considered that a Bill relating to the weights and 
measures of India should be fully discussed by the non-official members of this Council, as 
well as by those members who represented Madras anJ Bombay, and the Government woul_d 
be reluctant to deal with such a measure at Simla. 

If the Rules were not suspended in the present case, he feared that the time left for the 
consideration of the details of the Bill would be so short, and would come into a period when 
the attention of the Council would necessarily be given to other questions of great importance, 
that there was much dange1· that'the Dill could not be passed at all befo1·e the Government 
left Calcutta. 

The President declared the Rules suspended. 
Colonel the Honourable H .. STUACimY then introduced the Bill and moved that it be 

referred to a Select Committee with instructions to report in a fo1·tnight. He said that, 
after the explanations that he before had the honour to offer on th<! subject of the Bill, he 
ueed not detain the Council 'With many remarks on the present occasion. The first object of 
the Bill was to declare,.in ·an authorit.at.ive manne1·, the deterri1ination of the Government of 
India that certain new weights and measures should eventually be received as the established 
weights and measures of the country. These weights and measures, it would be seen, were 
to be based on the units of the metrical. system. But considering the difficulty of accom­
plillhing any fundaniet1tal change il} such matters otherwise than gradually, it had not been 
thought de~irable to affirm ~hat the pr<:;cis~ s~stem o.f weights a.nd measl:res cornmo.nly known 
as the metl'lcal system sho1,11d be adopted 1n 1ts entirety, and 1t was lett to the discretion of 
the Government of Judia to declare, from time to time, what the precise denominations and 
magnitudes of 'the autli01'ized weights and measures _ were to be, subject to the proviso that 
they should all be based on the metrical units. In like manner it would not be required 
tbat the sub-divisions of all the new weights and ni<"asm·cs .;;hould necessarily be expressed in 
decimals, though a preference would be given to decim'al divisions, if it was· thouaht practi· 
cable to ensure their adoption. The forinal declamtion by the Government., und~· the pro­
visions of a legislative enactment, that it had adopted the resolution to accept such a system 
of weights and measures to the exclusion of all others, would, he ventured to think, be one 
of the steps most likely to bring about a sp01itaneous adoption of the new system without any 
pressure under an obligatory Jaw. Until the Government had pronounced in an unmis­
takeable way its intentions, it was not to be expected that persons eng"Uged ia trade would run 
the .risk of supplying themse1ves w~th new weights or · measures, and adopting them in their 
busmess, w)ten some fresh declaration of the _Gov_ernment might, at some future time, render 
them ali useless. He (Colonel STRACHEY) looked confidently therefore on the declaration 
on this point which the Bill contained as being likely of itself to do a great d.eal towards the 
ultimate general adoption of the new system, and in fact to make practicable at no very 
distant period, the a~plicatio~ of the othe!' part~ of _the ~ill, ~rst in the ~arger' towns, and 
suusequently and by degrees m the country generally. '1 he Btll made a dJst.inction Letween 
weights and' meaoures; No power was tak:en to require the compulsory use of measures 
excepting in Government offices, and uy municipal Bodi~s and Railway Companies. The 
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compulsory powers affecting the general public only referred to weights. This dis~inction 
was made in accordance with the conclusions of the Government that it was not desirable at 
first to ·deal with anything but the weights of the .:ountry, the use of which in the transac­
tions of everyday life, stood o~- a totally different footing to the use of m~asures. As re­
gards the Government departments, of course it woulU have been quite optional wiLl! the 
Government to determine at any time what weights or measures they should use, without 
legislation, supposing that legislation had not been thought desirable on general grounds. 
But, for the reasons he had already given, it was very expedient to show what the intentions 
of the Government were, and to pledge the Government .to move, when it thought fit so to do, 
in a certain direction and no other. The Bill therefore declared that the Govemment might, 
when it thought fit, require the usc of the new 'v'eights and measures by all Government 
departments. It had been thought Jlroper to deal with municipal offices in the same wav as 
those of the Government. In fact, 111 the majority of cases, the influence of the Government 
would no doubt have sufficed to ensure this without a legislative provision for it. But the 
same . Hrgument applied to such cases as in that of Go.vernment departrnents, and these 
municipal bodies, when not directly under Government influence to such an extent as would 
have ensured their acceptance of the wishes of the Govemment, might reasonably be looked to 
as bound to give the Executive Government all practicable help in carrying out a g1·eat pub­
lic improvement such as that which this Bill contemplated. The Railway Companies had 
been included with the Government and municipal bodies for similar reasons to those he had 
just explained. But in their case there was, in addition, an obvious pr·essing necessity for 
e:;tablishing uniformity in the weig·hts they used. He (Colonel ST!l.Acm.:v) was glad to 
say that the chief of these great and influential bodies had most cordially accepted the pro­
posals of the Government of India, and, as he had alre~dy stated, the Company in which 
Calcutta was most interested-the East Indian-had even outrun the Govemment in its desire 
to co-ope1·ate in the difficult task of introducing uniformity into the weights of the country. 
He was glad to .have this opportunity of expressing the special obligations that he felt were 
due in this matter to the Agency of the East Indian Railway Company, and in particular to 
thei1· able Chief Engineer, Mr. Sibley, and to M1·. Cecil Stephenson. 

Although the Government had not yet taken any redolution in respect to the aduptit>ll 
in any of its departmeuts of any of the. new measures, 1t was probable that the convenience of 
the department with which he was himself specially connected, that of Public '\Yorks, woulu 
before long lead to the adoption of the mt•tre as t.he unit of length for the purposes of that 
dt·partment. If this was done, it would be an almost necessary consequence that the Rail­
way Companit's should follow the same course. He might mention that he had consulted 
the heads of all the Engineering· Departments of all parts of India, including the Railway~, 
and that, while three-fourths of the officers consulted expressed an opinion that the simul­
taneous adoption of the metre and kilogram as the units of length -and weight was advisable, 
only one-fourth opposed that conclusion, and of thes~ several opposed any change. Be 
thought that, on such a subject, so large a preponderance of opini()u might be recei1·ed ns 
conclusive, ut all e1·euts of the certainty that any decision of the Government to adopt the 
metre as the unit of length for engineering purposes would be well received and cordially 
responded to. As he (Colonel STnACHEv) before observed, it was only in the case of weights 
that the Government desired to obtain any compulsory powers. The Bill provided that, 
when the Government had satisfied itself by a local public inquiry that the adoption of the 
new weights in any locality was expedient, it might be ordered. A power was then given. to 
inflid small fines on persons using weights other than those authorized. Also a power was 
given to search for unauthorized weights. This was the whole of the compulsory portion of 
the Bill, and the power of inflicting such fines was limited by a proviso that it must be 
proved, before a conviction took place, that the authorized weights were procurable for sale 
at the time and place. The rest of the Bill might be described in general terms as makinor 
provision for a proper system of verification and inspection of weights and measures. El'p;, 
rience had everywhere proved that, to ensure proper conectness in the weights and measures 
of any country where weights and measures were regulated by law, a system of verification 
and inspection was essential. The verification under the Bill was proposed to be ~;JXten_c.l~d 
to balances as well as to weights. No doubt a considerable length of time must have ~lapsed 
before the provisions of this part of the Bill could be put into operation in a syst~matie ~an~ 
net over the country generally. But the adoption of properly verified weights of t]!e new 
description in the chief towns must before long lead to the adoption of similar w~ights in the 
rural districts, from which the supplies of produce came which formed the articles of trade in 
the towns. It was only by a gradual change extending over a long period of time . tha~ 
ultimate success could be obtained in the substitution of a uniform system of weights in pJilOO 



of the h,1fini.te variety of existing local weights. They must beg·iu on a moderate. scale, and 
by d~gree.s u~trodoce the new syst~m, first in the largest towns, and afte~·wards m !hos~ of 
less s1ze, unt1l, eventually, the cl11ef centres of trade had bf.come hab1tuated to 1t. The 
pro.c~~ would necessarily be slow, like that of educatiou, but the object in view ~\'as of great 
soCJaf Importance, and the\• mur:;t be content to attain it by the only means through which it ,_ 
eonld be attained. " · · 

The I-I ouourable 1\1 r. SnlACHilY said that Colonel Str~chey had explained so fully' the 
objects of the nm that he only wished to make a very few remarks on -the subjec~. !he 
reasons which led the Govemment of India to the determination to adopt the concluswn<' 
\vhich the Bill was intended to carry oub had bet>n before the public for mo1·e than a year, 
and h~ belie\'ed .that he might safely say that they had been generally a?cepted by all the 
more mtelligent classes of the community as the best which, under the Circumstances, were 
possible. The1·e was, llOW<'ver, one point on which there had been a goiJd d ~a l of misconcep­
tion , ami althou'o·h the matter had · been referred to by Colonel Strachey, Mr. SntACllEY 

0 • • • . • . 

would lil\e to say a feiV wol'ds regarding it. There had been a uot uncommon ImpressiOn 
that, in determining to adopt the kilogra m of the metric system as the unit of our new 
system of weights fo1· British India, tl1e Govemment was to some extent influenced by 
considerations of a theoretical n:d:nrr, and that it chose that unit because it . believed i't to be 
theoretically and scientifically the .best, This he would venture to say was a . complete error. 
The Govemment did not choose the kilogram as the new . standard of ·weight on any sucl1 
grounds, and this had been distinctly and fully expl ained in the papers which had long been 
uefore the public and t\1e Council. · The Government believed, as Colonel Strachey had all 
along· declared in the series of valuable papers which had led so greatly to . the settleml.'nt of 
t.his question, that all standards of weight and measure were essentially arbitrary, and that 
no existing standards, whether of tlJC metric Ol' any other system, had- really any intrinsie 
value of their own. The Govemment adopted the kilogram as a standard o.f weig·ht for no 
theoretical reasons, but simply because it was convinced that this was the most convenient 
un.it of weight that could be adopted in the interests of the people of India. It was this 
eonviction alone whkh led His Excellency's illustrious predecessor, Lord Lawr~nce, to the 
conclusion that we ought to go to the metric system for our standard of weight, and he 
might safely say that no man could be found who was less likely than Lord · Lawrence to ue 
Jed away in such a matter as this by purely theoretical considerations. Lord Law1'ence and 
Ids Government and the Secretary of Stnle, Mr. STnACHEY would repeat, chose the kilog1·am 
as the standard of weigh t, because they were conrinced that it was the most conveuient 
stnndard for the people of India that cou~d possibly be chosen, and it was their comiction, 
not only that it. would be the most convenient at some future time, but tl1at it 'vas the most 
·~onvenlent at the present momf!llt and for the wants of the present generation. The reasons 
which led the Government r.o that conclusion had alr"'ady been fully stated by Colonel 
Strachey an<! in the papers before the Council; but Mr. STitACHEY would repeat some of 
those reasons which seemed to him to Imve a special importuuce. '[hese papers ~howed that 
it had been ~enerally udmitted in all parts of India that in the interests of the people the 
most convenient unit of weight which could be adopted was the well known weight called 
the ser. The existing ser varied greatly, hut it might be said generally that it varied from 
Ji to 2! lbs. English, and its average weight mig·ht be reckoned at 2~ lbs. Consequently, 
the Government was led irresistibly to the conclusion that the most convenient unit 
would be a weight of about 2.}. lbs. EnF:lish. The old l3ritish Indian or Gove.rnment ser 
was equal to very little more than 2 lbs. That weight, as Colonel Stracl1ey had already 
explained to the Council, had ceased to have any legal existence, the law on which it was 
based l1aving- been repealed, hut it never came into common use. One of the main reasons of 
its unpopularity was the fact that it was considembly below the -average ·weight of the local 
sers. Mr. STnA<1HEY thought (as he l1ad written in a paper now before the Council) that 
there could be no question that the general belief of purchasers that loss would be entailed 
on them by the diminution of the standard- weight was, not mere!~ a fanciful belief. In 
1·eality; th~~ belief was an li:Epression of the well known f~t<;t that prices depended, not only 
oil competition, btit to a very great extent on custom. 'I he Government was thus, as he 
l1ad said, led to the conclusion that, in the inte1·ests of the people of India, the most. conve­
·nieilt ser that could ' be Hdoptcd would be one considerably larger than the old so-called Go­
vernment ser, ~nd ~hat it ough.t to be equa~ to abo?t 2i lbs. English .. Now it so liappened 
~ua:, bf :what he. n1~ght call a fortunate ~cc1dent, this was for .all practical purposes the pre­
crse we1ght of t.be k1logram of. the metnc system, and that bemg .so, when the Government 
adopted the kilogram as _the new standard, it was adopting as close _au equivalent as could be 
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found to t :te a\'erage ser which' had been generally admitted to be t.he most nppropriate unit 
of weight. 

· He would not speak now of the many other con v··niences anc\ adv~ntages which the 
Govemment believed would follow from the adoption of the proposed unit foroUI' new system, 

·"-·Lut he tl10~1 gh t the· papers before the public would convince !:!Very one who took the t.ror1ble 
to study them, that the proposals of the Goverument had been really uast•d on no theoretical 
conclusiom, but si mply in cousicl erat ion of the real c~nvenience of' the people of India. At 
the same tim!?, of course, the Government felt tha t it was an immense advantage that, 0\ving 
to what he had called the fo rtuna te acciden t thnt the kilogram was equal to the ser most 
commonl y adopted throughout India , we should obtain a st andard which would give us the 
means of placing· our system of we i gl ~ts in harmony wi th the system which already prevailed 
in the gTea tm· part of the ci vilized wor.ld, .and which there could be very little doubt would 
ultimately be adopted by Eng land herself. 

T he results of th e proposed meas ure would of course be very · slow. The Government. 
was not so fu.,li sh as to suppose tha t it could force on the people of India, suddl?nly, nny new 
system of wei g ht~, not· had the Government the remotest idea of a ttempting any thing of the 
kind. The steps mn st be extremely g-radual, a11d he thoug ht it ve t·y probable that the pre­
sent ;renernt:on wou ld uot s~e completed the reform whieh they were uow commeuciug. 
But~ mig ht be coufidently said that. every step 1\ isely taken to bring· about certa iuty and 
un ifcmn ity of weio·ht5 and measures would be in the highest deg ree beneficial. The incon­
veniencc,"and, wo~·5e than tha t, the endless aml nborn,inaule frauds to which the poorer cla'sses 
were now ex pc.1sed by the confusion and diversity of weights, were mnst lamentable, and he . 
t hought, as Colonel S tmcbey had obset·vecl, t ha t it was really wouderl'ul that we should have 
nni ved at t ile year 1870 befot·e any measures had been tak en to refimu the present stata of 
things. -

The I-I ououl'able S it· ll1r. runo T8 ~IPLE said · that he appl'o ved of the substance of the 
13 ill, ami cq ncut·red g enerally in the obsel' va Lions that hucl been made by the Honourable 
mover of t.hc Bill , and by the H onourable M 1'. Stmchey ; but thel'C was one remark which 
he wished to make. In section 2 of the l3ill he found the wol'ds "which was _equal to the 
kilogram k now n in Prance as the K ilogramme des Archives," and, in section 3, there were 
t ile words" wltich is equal to the metre known in France as the Metre des Archives." Sir 
HI C HAnD TE~IP L E wnulcl like to .omit those exp1·e;;sions in both those sect.ions as surplusage, 
and not uecc.•sa ry for the r <:!al purposes of the 13ill, and also as being somewhat strange and 
uo t quite consistent with· the, practice of British leg islati•m in India. Why there should be 
a n·ference to foreign weig h1 s and· measures he did not understand. RefereL.ce to standard 
f3ritish weig-hts and measures would be qmte intelligible, because India fol'med a part of the 
British E mpire. if the new se1· and the new metre were equal to the standard weights and 
measures or France, that was au advantage no doubt, but still, that in no way, primarily or 
secondarily, directly or indirectly, affected the object of the Bill. As the Honourable Mr. 
Strachcy had correctly observed, the object in forming the new ser was not to p1·ocluce 
uniformity wi th the standard on the Continent of Europe, but to form a standard wl1ich 
wou_ld be convenient solely for India, which wo.ulcl ~mbody the average standard pi·evailing 
here: that being the ens~ , what was the use of u~sr;rtwg any reference to a roreign standard 
und denomination? They were a British legislature, and why should they go beyond the 
British norner.clature. He (Sir HlCHARU TE~IPI.ll.) presumed that other countries did not 
allude to the British weight5 and mcasUI'es. The words to which he had referred were foreign 
to the purposes of the Bill, and \~ ere especially unnecessary, inasmuch as the British equi­
valent of tl!e new se1· was stated in the Bill with g1·P.at minutenes$ aud precision. It .would 
he rathet· c·onfusing tlmn othcrwi5e to add a second and foreig·n equivalent: the Bill would be 
quite as good, _if not better, without these French equivalents, and he would therefo1·e suggest 
the omission of th~se words. 

'fhe Honourable Mr. 13uLLll.N SMITH said that he desired in one single sentence to say 
with what great satisfaction he mw the introduction of the present measure. He felt, as a 
business-man, that the inconveniences of which mention had been made were not m.erely 
ideal ones. Even here, in the Presideucy town, we had different sorts of maunds nnd sers, 
and as 0111; transactious extended to the Mofussil, the difficulties and inconveniences increased. 
It was not surprising that there were some objectors to the measure, but he felt convinced" 
that, when the measure was matured, even those \Vho now objected would accept it as a 
:>ubstantial reform and substantial convenience to all engaged in trade. 

v.-16l 
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. Colonel the Honoul'able R. STnACHEY said that he desi1·ed to make a short. explanation 
m reply to what had fa~len f1·om the Honourabl<! Sir Richard Temple. Objection had been 
~aken to the reference, m sections 2 and 3 of the I3ill, to the standards of weight and measure 
m Franceknown as the Kilogramme des Archives and th~ Metre des Archi~·es. Colonel 
STRACHEY th?ug~1t that Sir Richard T emple had overlooked what was an essential part ~f~~ 
an} s~stem of we1ghts and measures, that the only standards that could ue used were wh~t m. · 
SCientifiC language were termed matm·ial standards. vVhat was proposed to be the baSIS ,of 
the_ new system of weights for India was the p1·ecise weight of tl_1at particular piece_ of !~etal 
wh1ch was preserved at Paris, and went bv the name of "K1logramme des Arclm•es. It 
ffit~St be nothing IDOJ'E~ and nothing leES, ancl in 110 Othel' way co·u]d a precise definition of the 
new ser or" kilogram" be obtained'. It had been ascertained, it was true, some years ag·o, 
that two pounds and rather .more than two-tenths of a pound avoirdupois were equnl in 
weight to that piece of metal, and a reference hud be~n made to that circumstauce in · the­
Bill. But the fundamental fact was that it was the weig-ht of that pa1'ticulat· piece oF metal 
which was a kiJo,-ram, and the reference .to the .Eno·lish weig-hts was only explanatory. Sub­
sequent weighing~ _of the particulm: kilognu~ refer1~d to mig~1t give _results _slight~y diff<!~·ing 
from those first anwed at, and, owmg- to thts, the stated eqUivalent m English we1ghts rn1gbt 
be .found not to ue quitE> exact. It was an e ... ceeclingly difncult task to ascertain with complete 
accuracy tl1e weight of anything-, no two operations producing precisely identical results. 
·Therefore tl1e only safe and exact plan was to refer to some one specific standard piece of metal 
on which to base any system of weights. ' , 
· Th~ same remarks would apply with respect to the metre as a standard of length; the 
metre would be (according to the particular standard adopted) the dista nce between the 
centr~s of two studs at the end of a piece of platinum .or other metal of a certain definite 
length, or between' two lines engraved on it. That was a metre, nothing more and uothiug­
less. 'In this way the English yard was defined, and it was the only way in which any mea­
sure could ·be defined. The law· simply said that a mass of metal was de]Josited 11s the 
standard of weight and c3.lled the pound, and that a certain bar of metal was deposited as 
th~ standard of length, the distance between specified marks on which ·was the yard. Fo1· 
these reasons he had thought it necessary to iutroduce the specific ref(•rence to the material 
standards of weight and length kept at Paris. 

Majnr General the Honourahle Si1· HENnY DuRAND said that he did not understand the 
objection raised by Si•· Hichard Temple to be precisely that to which Colonel f-Jtrachey IHtd 
replied. Sir Richard T~mple, as Sir I-hNUY DuRAND understood him, objected to having a 
foreign standard instead of an Eng·lish one: it did not matter whether the English standard 
wus precisely t.he same as the foreign s~andard ad vacated by Colonel Strachey or not, 
though certainly it was preferable to have it precisely the same. Sir HENRY DuRAND quite 
agreed that it would be of immense commercial advantage, as well as a great simplification 
in tmtle transactions, that the weights shoqld be precisely the same as those in use on the 
Continent of Europe; but the objection taken was that the standard should be an Eno·lish 
standard, and, if he understood his honourable friend, he would put it in this way. Sup

0
pose 

a contention arose before the Courts with reference to the standard, and it came to a question 
of reference, how \\'ere you to can-y out a reference of that sort to n foreign standard in a 
foreign capital over w l1ich we had no sort of control, and in the case of a wnr occurring· 
between the two countries, how were you to. carry out the refereuce '! In the objection raised· 
there was a practical conclusion that it would ue as well to e\iminate the words which had 
been referred to, and to make the standard a practical E.nglish standard, although precisely 
the same as ~he French standard. · - . 

Tl1e Honouraule Mr. STEPHEN said that tliscussions of this kind were better suited to 
~he Select Committee to which the Bill would be refeiTecl. I-le would, however, just make 
one remark to remove a slight misconceptio" that appeared to ex·ist. He presumed that the 
Government of India woultll1ave_ no ol•jection to having a standard of the exact weight and 
keeping it in Calcutta. A . standard was a material thing, and the keeping of such a 
standard would tend to the convenience and advantage of the mercantile community. 

His Exc~llency t.he Co~UI.o\NDilR-IN-9HwF said ·~hat he thought that tile distinction taken 
was one of words rather tl1an of substance. As he understood the Bill, they were about to Iii. 
introduce into India a system of weights and measures exactly similar to the· system existino-
in Ft·ance for many years. It appeared to £-lis Excellency that, if they went to give an exact 
definition of tile system they wet·e about to . introduce, they could hardly make the law 

· plainer than by making a reference to the system which they were about to copy. He could 
not understand tha~ tht-re was nnything degrading to the English .law because it had refer-



548 

cnce to the system of weights and measures of another country, when we were about to copy 
that system. We could not describe that system merely by reference to a certain lveight or 
measure; what we wanted was a practical ·referenc~ t_o tl~at which had been accepted scienti-. 
fically as a standard. He co'uld not see that the d1stmct10n was anyth~ng more than one of 
words and not of substance. 

Colonel the Honourable R. STn,\CHEY said that the remark which had fallen from the 
Honourable Mr. Stephen entirely concurred with his own . views, and that, in fact, the 
provisions of section 6 of the Bill entirely met t. l~e peoint that ' had been raised. There were· 
to be provided, fur each district in India for which the Government considered it necessary 
to provide standard!>, material standards which would be the only standards recognized in 
that district. · The Bill declared how the magnitude of the new standards was to IJe ascer­
tained, but it wns lert entirely to the Governor General in Council to tal;e the needful steps 
for providing the standards, and t'or securing their proper conformity with the description 
that was· gi 1•en of them in sections 2 and 3 of the Bill. Such standards having been provided, 
no question could ar!st~ regarding their accuracy under the law. 

The Motion was j)Ut and agreed to. . 
The following Select Committee was nnmed:-

- On the Bill to regulate the Weights and . Measmcs of British India-The Honourable 
Me5srs. Strachey, Stephen, Gordon Forbes, Co~vie, Chapman, Bullen Smith and Cockerell, 
and the Mover. 

The Council-adjotirncd to Friday, the 18th March 1870. 

· WHITLEY STOKES, 

Secrelnr.IJ to the Coztncil if the Governor General 
{o1· mahing Law.s and RegulatiOTlS. 

CALCUTTA, 
The 11th March 1870. 


