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[Published with the "BornJJau Goventment Gazette" on tlte 12th August 1875.] 

PART VI. 

ri : 
BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT O.F INDIA. 

LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 
The following Bill was introduced into the 

Council of the Governor General of India for the 
purpose of making Laws and. Regulations on the 
15th July 1875, and was referred to a Select 
Committee with instructions to make their report 
thereon in six weeks:-

Bill No. 5 of 1875. 

THE D.~DIAN TELEGRAPH BILL, 

1875. 

CONTENTS. 

PREA~tDLE. 

I.-P·rcli1ninary. 

SECTION. 

1. Short title. 
Local extent. 
Commencement. 

2. Act VIII of 1860 repealed. 
Saving of existing licenses and rules. 

3. Interprotation-clansc. 

II.-Pr,ivileges and Powers of Government. 

4. Exclusive privilege of establishing Telc­
gmpbs. 

Proviso as to licenses. 
5. Power to take possession of Telegraphs estab­

lished by license. 
6. Power to estabHsh Telegraphs on land of 

Railway Company. 
'l., Powe1• to frame rules for tho conduct of 

· Government Telegraphs. 
8. Power to frame rules for Telegraphs estab­

lished by license, 
and to declare Act a,eplicable to Telegraphs 

established within British India b Foreign 
Powers. 

9. Government not responsible for loss or dam­
age. 

III.-Pcnalties. 

10. Penalty for establishing or maintaining un­
licensed Telegraphs. 

11. · For nsing or working such Telegraphs. 
12. For opposing establishment, &c., of Tele­

graphs on Railway land. 
13. For intruding into signal-room, &c. 
1~ For injuring Telegraphs. 

For preventing the sending, &e., of messages. 
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SECTION. 

15. Power to employ additional police in places 
where mischief to Telegraphs is repeatedly 
committed. 

16. Penalty for omitting to transmit or deliver 
messages. 

For intercepting or divulging messages. 
17. For offering bribes to Telegraph Officers. 
18. For misconduct. 
19. For sending messages without payment to 

Government. 
For sending fabricated messages. 

21. For retaining messages, &c., delivered by 
mistake. 

L1 Bill to amend tltc law ?'elating to Telegrctphs 
in IrUUa. 

Wherca.~ it is expedient to amend the law 
p bl relating to Telegraphs in 

ream e. Ind.ia; It. is het·eby en-
acted as follows :-

1.-Pl·eUrninM"!J· 

Short title. 

graph Act, 1875." 

I. This Act may be 
called "The Indian Tele-

It extends to the whole of British India, and., 
so far as regards subjects 
of Her Majesty, to the 

dominions of Princes and States in India in alliance 
with Her Majesty ; 

Locnl extent, 

Commencement. 
And. it shall come into 

force at once. 

2. Act No. VIII or 1860 (jo1· regulctting the 
establishment ctncl rttan­

Act VIII of 1860 rc. agcment of Electric Tele-
pealcd. gmphs ·in lnclia) is here-
by repealed. 

But all licenses granted, declarations made, anc! 
rules framed. under the 

Saving of existing li- said Act or under Act No. 
ccnses an<l rules. XXXIV of 1854 and now 
in force, shall be deemed to have been respective­
ly granted, made and framed under this Act. 

Interpretation clause. 3. In this Act--

" Telegraph" means an Electric or Magnetic 
''Telegraph." 'felegraph : 

"Telegraph Officer" means any person employed 
" Telegraph Officer." either ~erm~mently or-

. . tempornnly m connect-
bon w1th a Telegraph establishment or main. 
tained and worked by the Governm~nt, or by a 
Company or person licensed. und.er this Act; and 
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" Message" means any commuuicatio~ sent by 
" , Telegraph, or gtven to a 

1\lcssa,gc. Tele!!mph Officer to be 
sent by Telegraph or to be d~livered. 

II.-P·rivilcgcs a.nd Powers of GovcJ•nment. 

4. Within British India, the Governor General 
in Council shall have the 

Exc!us!ve privilc~ of exclusive privilege of cs-
cstnblishmg Tclcgn1p s. t.'\blishing Jines of Telc-

gmph: 

Provided that the Governor General in Council 

Proviso as to licenses. 
may grant a license to 
:my persvn or Company 

to est.'\blish or to maintain a line of Telegmplt 
within any part of British India, which license 
shall be revocable on the breach ofanyofthe con­
ditions therein contained. 

5. On the occurrence of any public emergency 
(as to which au order 

. Power to tnhe pos•cs- si,.ned by 11 Secreta.ry to 
SIOU of Telegraphs cstah- 0 a f I I' 
Jisbcd by Jiccusc. the overnmeut. o n< ~a 

sha.Jl be couclustve eVI­
J ence), the Governor Geneml in Counci l may tuke 
temporary possession of any line of Telegraph 
est,'\blished or muiutained by any Compa.ny or 
person licensed under this Act. 

6. .Any Railway Company on being required 
so to do by the Governor 

Power to establish :rcle- General in Council, shall 
grnphs on land of Ra1lway pe ·mit the Government 
Company 1 

· to estal)lish upon the lund 
of such Company adjoining tl1e line of Ra,ilway a 
line of Telegraph, and shall give evet·y reasonable 
facility for establishing and usin~rtl1e same. 

7. The Governor General in Council muy from 
time to time frame rules 

Power to frame rules consistent with this Act 
for the conduct of Govern- f h 1 f T 1 ' 
mcnt Telegraphs. or t e com uct o e e-

graphs heretofore or here­
after established by Government, and may therein 
prescribe the regulations, conditions and restric­
t.ions according to which all messages and signals · 
shall Le transmitted by such 'l'elegmphs. 

Power to frnmo rules 
feu· Telogmphs cstnblished 
by !icons~. 

lmlia, 

. 8. The Governor Gene­
ral in Council may from 
time to time, by notifica­
tion iu the Gazette ·of 

(c6) prescribe rules for the conduct of any 
Telegraphs estnblisheJ or maintained by any Com­
pnny or person licensed under this Act ; 

(b) declare what portions of this .Act shall be 
applicable to such Telegraph and to persons using 
tho same, or employed in connexion therewith ; 

(c) declare that this .Act or such portions 
· thereof as may be specifi-

_nncl to declare Act np- eel in the notificntion shall 
phcable to Telegraphs es- . , ' 
tahlished within British be apphcable to any rele­
lndia by Foreign Powers. graph established or to be 

established within British 
India by any Foreign Prince or State with the 
consent of the Govemment of Inclia, and to persons 
nning such Telegraph or employed in connexiou 
therewith: 

All rules prescribed under this section shall 
have t11e force of law. 

9. The Government of India shall not be re­
sponsible for any loss or 

. Govermocntnotrespoo- dama"'e which may occur 
s1blc for loss or damnge. . " f 

m consequence o any 
Tele,.raph Officer failing t.o transm1t with accuracy 
or to

0
deliver any message given to him for trans­

mission or delivery; and no such officer shall be 
responsible for any such loss or damage, unless he 
causes the same negligently, maliciously, or frau­
dulently. 

III.-Penaltios. 
10. Whoever otherwise than under a license 

Penalty for establishing 
or maintaining unlicens­
ed Telegraph~. 

duly granted as aforesaid 
establishes, or after revo­
cation of such license 
maintains, a line of Tele­

crraph within British India, shall be liable to n. 
fine not exceedincr one thousand rupees, a.ncl for 
every week dm·i;g which such line shall be main­
t.'\i.ned shall be lia.ble to a further fine not exceed­
ing five hundred Rupees. 

11. Whoever, .knowing or having reason to 
· . believe that n T elegmph 

For using or wol'lnng has been established or is 
such Telegraphs. maintained in contraven­
tion of this Act, · uses such 'relegmph. for the 
pmpose of sen_din~ ~r receh·ing messages, or per­
f'onns any service mctdental thereto, shall for every 
such offence be liable to a fine not exceeding 
fifty RupePs. 

12. Any Railway 

Fo1· oppoRing cstnb­
lishmeot, &c., of Tele­
graphs on Railway loud. 

Company neglecting or 
refusing to comply wit.h 
the provisions of section 
six shall be liable to a fine 
of one thousc~nd rupees for 

every day during which sucl~ neglect or refusal 
continues. 

13. Whoever, without pennission enters the 
. signa.l-room of a Tole­

For intruding mto ·graph Office of the Govern-
signnl-room, &c · meut, or of a Company or 
person licensed under this .Act, 

and whoever refuses to quit such room on beiug 
requested to do so by uny officer or servant em-
ployed therein, . 

and whoever wilfully obstructs or ·impedes any 
such officer or servant in the performance of his 
duty, 

shall lJe liable to a fine not exceeding one hun­
dred Rupees. 

14. Whoever unlawfully cuts, breaks, throws 
down, de~troys, injures or 

For mJunng Tele- removes any buttery, ma­
gmphs. cliincry, w'ire, cable, post 
or other thing whatsoever, being purt of or used in 
or about any 'l.'elegraph or in the ''>:orking thereof, 

unJ whoever unlawfully prevents <;>r obstr\lcts 
For preventing tho the sending, conveyance 

scm\ing, &c., of uws~agcs. or delivery of anymessage, 
shall be liable to im1)risoinnent for a term 

which may extend to two years, or to fine, or t? 
both. 

15. Wheneve1· any ·act causing or likely to 
cause wrongful damage to 
any Telearaph is repeat­
edly co;1m~tted in any 
place, and 1t· appears to 
t.he Director General of 
Telecrrnphs that the em­

Power to employ ad­
ditional police in places 
where mischief to Tele­
graphs is repeatedly com­
mitted. 

ployment of an additional pohce force in such 
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place is thereby rendered necessary, the Local 
G?vemment may, on the application of the said 
Dtrector General, send such additional force to 
such place, and employ the same therein so lonrr 
as sttch necessity continues, " 

and the_ inhabitants of such place shall be 
charged wtth the cost of such additional police 
force ; 
. and the Magistrate of the District, after enquiry, 

l tf necessary, shaU assess the proportion in which 
such cost is to be paid by the said inhabitants 
according to his judgment of their respective 
means. 

All monies payable under this section shall be 
recoverable either under the warr:mt of a Magis­
t rate by distress and sale of the goods of the de­
iaulter within the local limits of such Magistrate's 
j urisdiction, or by suit in any competent Court, 
and shoJI be applied to the maintenance of the 
Police force, or otherwise as the Governor General 
in Council mn.y from time to time direct. 

16. Any Telegraph Officer who wilfully secretes, 
Pennlty for omitting makes away with, alters 

to transmit or deliver or omits to transmit any 
messages. message which he may 
have received for transmission or delivery, 

Qr wilfully or otherwise thau by the official 
order of a Secretary to 

For intercepting or the Government of India 
divulging messages. or to the Local Govern-
ment, or of such other officer as the Governor 
Geueral in Couucil authorizes to give such order, 
intercepts any message, or any 1xnt thereof, 

or divulges any message, or the purport of any 
message or of auy part thereof, to n.ny person not 
entitled to receive the same, 

or divulges the purport of n.ny telegmphic signal 
t<> any person not entitled to become acquainted 
with the same, 

shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding two years, or to fine, or to both. 

17 Every Telegraph Officer shall be deemed a 
public servant within the 

For oflbring a bribe to meaning of sections 161, 
Telegraph Oflicers. 162, 163, 164 and 165 of 
t he Indian Penal Code. And in the defini tion of 
" lerral remuneration" contained in the said section 
I6tthe word "Government " shall, for the pur­
poses of this Act, be deemed to include a person 
or company licensed under this Act. 

18. Any Telegraph Officer guilty of any act 
For ruiscoudnct. of drunkenness,. cai"eless-

ness, or other mtsconduct 
whereby the transmission or delivery of any mes­
sa"e is endangered, or who loiters or makes delay 
in t ;he transmission or delivery of any message, 
shall be liable to imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding three mouths, or to a fine not exceed­
ing one hundred Rupees, or to l.Joth. 

·t· 19. Any Telegraph Officer who transmits by 
. Telegraph any message 

. Fo1· sendmg messng~s upon which t he prescrib­
Wlthout payment to G · eel charge has not been 
verment. paid, in tending thereby 
to defraud the Government, shall be liable to im­
prisonment for a term which may extend to three 
years, or to fin e, or to both. 

20. Whoever transmits or causes to be trans-
. . mittcd by a Telegraph a. 

For sending fabricated messaooe which he knows 
mc53nrre o 

o • to be false or fabricated, 
shall be liable to imprisonment for a term which 
may extend to two years, or to fine, or to both. 

21. Whoever fraudulently retn.ins, or wilfully 
. . secretes, or makes away 

For retnnn~g messa- with or keeps or detains 
ges. &c., dchvcred by ' b.' 
mistnke. a message w 1eh ought to 

lmve been delivered to 
some other person, 

or being required by a Telegraph Officer to 
deliver up any such message neglects or refuses 
to do so, 

shall be liable to imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to two years, or to fine, or to 
both. 

STATEMENT OF 0UJECTS AND Rt;ASONS. 

Doubts having been ra-ised whether under the 
present Telegrapl1 Act (VIII. of 1860) rules can 
be framed for 'l.'elegrapbs established under the 
repealed Act XXXIV. of 185•1, the present Bill has 
~een prepared w~th the primary object of repeal­
mg and re-enactmg Act VIII. of 1860 with such 
change as will preclude all questiod as to the 
extent of the power above referred to. 

The opportunity has been taken to make certain 
other alterations in the law, of which the chief 
are as follows :-

T!le present law _declares that Railway Com­
pallles shall permtt Government to establish 
'l'cleg~ap_hs on their la1~d ,_ but provi<~es no penalty 
for relusmg such pernuss10n ; the Btl! (sect-ion 12) 
supplies this defect. 

'!'he section relating to irtiuries ~o Telerrraphs 
has been made more SJ)ecific, the wordiua" of 2·~ 
& 25 Vic., cap. 97, section 37, being here followed. 

A clause founded on sections H and 15 of the 
Police Act V. of JSGl has been introduced to 
e_mpower ~h e. Local Govemm~ut to employ a ldi­
~lOnal Pohce 111 place~ where mtschicf to'l'elegra.phs 
IS r~pea tedly committed, all(! to char ge the in­
lmbitnnts wtth the cos t of tho Police so employed. 

The clause imposing peualties for scutling fabri­
cated messages has been made to apply to messa<rc:s 
sent by ~l'el egraphs established by a Company" or 
person hcensed under the propose(! Act, as well as 
to messages sent by Government Telegraphs. 

Fraudt~l cn tly retain ~ ug or wilfully secreting 
telegraphic messages, ts malle penal. An analo­
gous clause is coutaincd iu the Post Office Act 
(Xl Y of 1866), section ·~5 . 

Sections 16, 17, 18, 1!) and 20 of Act VIII of 
1860, wl~ ich relate lo fines anti jurisdiction, have 
been omit ted, as ren·Jered unnecessary by Acts 
I of ISGS and X of 1872. 

SDILA, } (Signed ) A. HullHOUSJ·: . 
TIIIJ 5lh Jldy 187 5. 

WHITLEY STOKES, 

Sec;·etw..-!f to the Go~c;·,,ment of l1ulia. 

DO:OlBAI : .PRU\TED A'l' TUE GC' ;:...R!UIEN'r C.ENTBAL PRE.SS . 


