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fiiT S~pamte paging is given to this ?a?·t, in onlm· thc~t it ?nay be filed, CtS ·'!' sepa?·ate compilc~tion . . 

PART VI. 

BILLS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF . INDIA· 
LEGISLATIV·E DEPARTMENT. 

I 

·. ·The· following Report of the Select Commit.tr:e on the Bill to consolidate and amend the ln.w relating 
to St'amps anrl Court-fees was presentee\ to tl~e Conncil of the Governor Gener:tl of India for the purpose 
of making Laws and Regulations on the' 15th J anuary, 1879. 

REPORT. · 

~iVE, the undersigned Membe1:s of the Select Committee to which tl1e Bill to consolidate and an1end 

From ·Babil Kali Prnsncl, Vakil, Jmlicid Conunissioner's Court, Ondh, !latecl !Jth July, 18!8, and en-
closure. . 

, Secretary to Govemment, North IV estern ProYinccs and Omlh, Xo. Nl·A. dated 5th July lSiS. 
, Secretary to Chief Commissioner, My~ore, No. 5245-9 J, elated lOth Octobc1·, '1878, aucl enclosure. 

Office memorandum from Financial Department, No. 36(il, clatecl2Sth October lSiS. 
From Secretary, I'uno. Sarvajmmk Sabh:'l, No. 40S, dateol lst NoYember, I SiS. 

, Chief Secretiu·y to·Goverument, llombny, No. 567S, tinted Gth November, l87.S, aml enclosures. 
Chief Secretary to Government,. Bombo.y, No. 57!)6, .lateclll th November, iSiS, and enclosure. 

, Secretary fot· .Bir:'n·, to Resident, HnidnrlllJ:\d, No. 109, G.-B., dated Sth November, ISiS, nud 
enclosure. 

Chief Secretary to Go,·crnment, l3ombay, No. 5377, clntec12lst October, ,ISiS, nncl enclosures. 
Chiof Commissioner, Ajruer nucll\lnhimv:'u·a, No. 775, datec114th KoYcmher, 1S7S. 

., Olllciating Secretary to Government of Bengal, No. iil63, dntcd 19th No,·emher, ISiS, :u1tl 
cnclosnrcs. . 

., Secrjltary to Government, Not·th-Wcstcrn Provinces :mel Ou<Ut, 1\o. 405 A, clntet11Sth November, 
'1878, uud cuclosnres. 

, Honorary Secretary, British Intlinn Association, tinted 23rt1 November, 187S, !llld enclosure. 
., Bnbu Openclro Na'th l\littcr, I'!eatler, High Court, Calcultn., dntec12uth November; iSiS. 
, Secretary, Calcutta 'l'racles Associ:\tion, dated 3rd Decembe~, 1878. 
, 'Girlsn. Chnndra. Set, da.tecll!Jth November, ISiS. . 
, Certain Articled Clerks to V a.kils, High Court, Calcutt.'\, datecl-December, lSi'S, :mel enclosure. 

the law relating to 
Stamps and Court­
fees was referred, 
have the honour to 
report that we have. 
further considered 
the Bill in connec­
tion with the pa­
pei·s noted in the 
margin . 

2. We haye, at 
the instauceofsome 
of the Authorities 
consulted, restored 
the definitions of 
"banker," ''bot­
tomry bond," "letter 

clatecl3rcl Decemb~r, of credit," ".pro-
test" " protest of the 

Secretary t.o Government, Bombay, No. 625!:1, t1ate<l4th December, ISiS. 
., Secrcturyto Go\•ernment, North.\\'estern Provinces and Oudh, Ko. 428A, 

1425-352, dnt(lcl 30tlt NO\·ember, lS'iS, 
1878, nnd enclosures. . 
Secretary to Chief Commissioner, British Bnrmu, No. 
and enclosures. 
Se·ci'etnr:Y\liOI:to,~ernmlent of Bengal, No. 30iiG, dateclllth December, ISiS. 

~(i~;;;;(~n;;;i~.P~.-;{i Attomcy's Association, High Court, dated 12th Decemllel', ISiS. 
~Pn,..,,tru.V 11 No. 40S2, clntec12nd December, IS78, nnclcnclosures. 
Seoor.etm'V Ko. 2297, dnted lOth December, 1878, :md enclosm'f:. 

Pro,·inces and Ondh, No. 441A, <latecl 13th December, 

master of a ship " 
and "tespondentia 
bond," placing the 
five last in the 
Rchedule, where 

-1!~~~~1oreltary only the terms are ';:; to Go\'ernment, I!'ort St. George, No. 2508, <lntctl 12th December, ISiS, , found. 
3 We have en­

· tne~Ienntt.lon u£ " settlement " so ns to include under it dispositions of proper·ty for charitable and 
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. f . 1 . nstruments em}Jloyccl to eft"ect u. 
4. ·.We have amended section 6 relatmg to tl1e ca:~e 0 • sevem 1 

1 ll bear a fixed duty of one 
sin<T}e trans.1.etion, by providing that each of the subordmate mstJd·mn~~~ .s Ja 11 b tan insiQ"llifica.nt num-
rup~e. The result of this amendment, we believe, will be to affor rc 1e m a u o 

ber of the transactions in question. · t dttty 
· 1. C ·1 to exempt from s amp-S. We haYe, in sectionS, given the Governor Genera m ounc1 power · . 

retrospectively as well as prospectively. . · . d 
6 We have added to the list of documents in section 10 for which adhesive ~tamps ~17J.hb~ usee; 

"entiy as an advocate, vakil,or attorney on the ~·oil of any High_Court" and "NotanalActs. . e ~rm nt 
manifestly could be stamped only with au adhesive stamp, [and 1t was represented to us that the prese 
mode of ~t-amping the latter is inconvenient in }Jmctice. 

7. We have modified section 11 regarding . the cancellation of a.dhe~ive stamps so as to meet the 
cases in which the stamp is a.ffixed before the iustrumeu~ is executed or (as m the. case of thP. .cheques con· 
tained in the cheque books issued by some banks t.o their customers) bef~re the 11!-strument IS completely 
drawn up. We have providP.d that in such cases the 11erson first executmg the mstrument shall cancel 

· the stamp. · ~ 
8. We have confined section 12 to impressed stamps,. as it h~:Ls been represented to us that _incon­

venience would arise from its being applied to cheques, winch are very commonly stamped by affixmg an 
adhesive stamp to the back. 

9. We have excepted certain receipts endorsed on instruments from the operation of the rule of 
section 13, which prohibits a second instrument being written on one piece of stamped paper. 

10. We l1ave omitted sections 14 and 15 of the Bill as last settled by us and marked No. II, which 
provided for the number of impressed stamps to be used for the stamping of any instrument, and have, by 
an addition to section 9, given power to the Governor General in Council to provide for the matter by 
rules. 

11. 'l'o remove a doubt which might otherwise have been felt, 'we have added a section (14) pro­
viding that "Every instrument written in contravention of section 12 or 13 shall he deemed to be uu­
stamped." Any hardship which might otherwise arise from this, we think, will be effectually prevented 
by the provisions of chapter IV ernpowP.ring the Collector to remit the penalty in such cases, and by the 
provision for an allowance of the value of the stamp which we have now inserted in section 52. 

12. We have, at the instance of some of the Authorities consulted, extended from two to three 
months the period within which, unqer sectioJ!. 17, an instrument executed abroad and brought into 
British India may be stamped. 

13. We have, in section 29, added a clause (d) providing that the cost of the stamp for ·a counter­
part of a lease shall be borne by the lessor, and a clause (e) empowering a Revenue-a.uthority making a 
partition to direct in what proportion the stamp chargeable in respect of such partition shall be borne by 
the co-owners. 

14·. A question having been raised as to whether a public officer would be botind by section 34 of 
the Bill No. II to institute any inquiry regarding an instrument produced before him with a view to 
ascertaining whether such instrument was duly stamped, we have made it clear in section 33 of the 
amended Bill that all that he is bound to do is to examine sw::h an instrument with a view to ascertainino­
whether it bears a stamp of the pro11er value and description. If, however, it should happen tha.t th~ 
instrument was not duly stamped owing to some circumstance which did not appear on the face of it as 
e. g., if a sl:.:l.mp bad been illegally affixed after execution, and this fact should appear iucidentaJly in' th~ 
course of some proceeding before the offic<'r, it would of course be his duty to impound it and proceed in 
regard to it in the manner prescribed by the Act. 

. 15. We have in section 35 provided that any person receivi.ng a document in evidence under sec-
hon 34 on payment of duty shall send the amount of such duty and of the penalty levied with it to the 
Collector. 

16. Exception having been taken to the proviso to section 40 of Bill No. II we have recast it (see 
section 39 of the amended Bill) and it now runs as follows :- ' 

rr Provided that no instrument which has been admitted in evidence upon payment of dut and a 
penalty l!nder s~tion 34 shall be so del~vered bef~re the expiratio~ o~ one month fi·om the date ~f such 
1mpound~ng, or 1f the Collec!'or has certified that 1ts further detentwn 1s necessary and }1as not cancelled 
such certificate." 

17. We have added a provision in section 49 requiring references made by a Revenue Court 
1
1 • 

that section to be made through the Court immediately superior to it. . Ul ( er 

18. We have rend.ered Re_venue Court ~ubject to the power of revisiouconf~rred by section 50. 
· 19. We have om1tted the .latter portwn of cl~use (a) of section 53 of the Bill No. II (now section 

~1) and clause (c) of the first ~ro~o to t?e same sect1~n, as unnecessary in this country. 
20. We have made the penod of s1x mont,hs Within 'vhich undev the second· rovis 

·~·.,· ,,...,.. .• A"~ certain applications for allowances for spoiled stamps must be made to 111n frompthe d 0 ;o the sla~he 
is spoiled, instead of from the date of purchase. ' a e on w uc 

We have transferred the power of making rules regarding the sale of stam 
8 

fi th G 
in Council to the Local Government. , P rom e O'femor 

We have inserted a section (59) like section 17 of the present Stam A t · h . . · 
l[tJ119!Ja:w: relating to Oourt-fees, P c ' sav1ng t e proV1s1ons 
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23. We have raised the penalty in section 66 from five hundred to one thousand rupees, a.nd .re­
stored in section 07 the penalty for post-dating bills and notes imposed by section 13· of Act X of 1862. 

24. It "lmving been represented to us that the permission accorded to private persons by section 66 
of the Bill No. II to sell stamps purchased in good faith for their own private use and no longer required 
would facilitate a practice which pr~vails in some parts of the country of keeping stocks of old stamps, 
for sale to persons desiring to forge instruments of old ·date, we have in section 68 of the .amended Bill 
withdrawn that permission and have substituted for it (in section 54) a provision borrowed from the 
English Act of 1870 requiring the .Collector to pm-chase back stamps held by private persons and no longer 
1·equired by them. 

25. The provision of the Bill No. II relating to the jurisdiction to try offences against the stamp 
law having been objected to on the ground that it seemed to dep!'ive the Court ·ofSession of power totry 
such offences, we have now simply provided (in section 70) that no Magistrate whose powers are leHs than 
those of a nfn.gistrate of the second class shall try such offences. Subject to this, the ordinary provisions 
of the law defining the jurisdiction of the Criminal Courts will apply. · 

26. Proceeding next to the schedules, it will be observed that we have, with reference to the opinioni; 
expressed by many of the Authorities consulted, and to tb.e dissents appended to our preliminary report, 
recast (in article 1 of the first schedule as now settled) the 46th article of the same schedule in the Bill 
.No. II. That article now stands as follows:-

" 1. Acknowledgment of a debt exceeding twenty rupees in amount or v.alue written or signed by 
or on behalf of a debtor in orcler to supply evidence of such debt in any book (othe1· than a banker's pass­
book, or on a separate piece of paper when such book or paper is left in the creditor's possession." 

.27. We have on considedng the representations made by certain articled clerks who have already 
paid a fee of Rs. 500 under the present stnmp-la'w on being bound, and who urge that article 27 of the 
first schedule would operate unfairly in their ca.<;e, introduced an exemption in their favour in article 11 
ofthe second schedule. 

28. .We have re-drawn the article of the fi.~;st schedule relating to certified copies and extracts. It. 
now runs as follows :- . 

". 22. Copy or extract, certified to ((a). If the original was not chargeable 
be a true copy or extract, I with stamp-duty, or if the 
by or by order of any pub-) duty with which it was char-
lie officflr and not charge-· ] geable does not exceed one 
able under the Court fees I rupee Eight annas. 

. . Act, 1870. L(b). In any other case Onr rupee." 

This involYes a slight advance on the duties imposed by Bill No. II, but still gives a considerable 
reduction as compared with the present law. . 

29. \Ve lmve relieved the brokers' and agents' notes referred to in ~rticle 46 of the first schedule 
(as. now settled) from all duty in cases where the goods or securities cQmprised therein do not exceecl 
twenty rupees in. value. 

30. \Ve have, in article 50 of the first schedule, made the duty chargeable on a power-of-attorney 
depend ori the number of persons appointed by it to act. It seems to us only reasonable that the powers 
so commonly executed in Bengal in favour of a large number of persons should bear· a higher duty than 
an ordinary power in favour of two or three persons or the members of a single firm. 

31. .. We have again, at the request of the ·Bengal Government, considered the proposal made by the 
Board of Revenue to tax a blank transfer of shares each time it passes from hand to hand ; but we see no 
reason for altering our opinion regarding it. Indeed, it is not easy to see how the Board's proposal could 
be given effect to, inasmuch as there is but one transaction (contract or conveyance) in writing on which to 
:impose a duty, namely, that between the first seller and the last purchaser. 'rhe intermediate steps, we 
understand, are effected simply by oral communication, and we are not prepared to reoommend the 
-enactment of a law altering the course of business in this respect. 

32. We have in Schedule II . . No. 15 (Jj), included among the instruments exempted from duty 
receipts given by headmen and lambardars for land-revenue and taxes collected by them. 

33. We have afforded some additional relief in the exemption-schedule besides that just referred 
to, a~d have made several amendments in the drafting of the Bill which it seems unnecessary to notice 
in detail. 

34. The Bill has been publi.shed in English in the Gazette of Imlia and in all the local Gazettes· 
except thos~ of Assam and Ajmer, in which there are practical difficulties about publisl1ing a. Bill of this 
size. We recommend that it be passed with the amendments we have. now made. 

O~lcutta,, the 31st Decembei·1S78. 

F. R. COCKERELL. 
WHITLEY STOKES. 
B. W. COLVIN. 
JOTINDRA. MOHAN TAGORE. 
T. H. THORNTON. 
G. H. P . .EVANS. 
E. C . .MORGA.N: 



. The following Bill wns introduced. into the 
Council of the Governor General of Ind1a for the 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations on the 
·15th January, 1879, and was referred to a Select 
Committee. 

Bill No.1 of 1879. 

A Bill to amwnd tho la·w ?·ela.ting to Coast-ligltls in 
the. ea.sforn pa1·t of the Bay of Bcngc~z .. 

W'HERF..AS it is expedient to increase the Coast­
liaht dues paid under tl1e 

Frcnmhle. p~ovisionsofActNo. XIII 
of 1867 (An Act to 1J1"o1:ide fo?" tho establishment 
anrl mai11fonance of Coast-lights in the easfcm 1Jcwt 
of the Bny of Bengal) and to re~1der uha.rgeable 
with such dnes certain vessels wlncl1 are not now 
so chargeable; It is here!Jy ennctetl as follows:-

Short title. 

Preli'lninw·y. 

1. 1'his Act may be 
called the u Burma Coast­
lights Act, 1879 ;" 

It extends t-o the territories respectively ·ad­

Locnl ext<>nt. ministered by the Go­
vernors of Fort St. George 

and Bombay in Conncil, the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal a.nd the Chief Commissioners of British 
Burma and the And\lomans. 

But nothing herein contained shall apply to any 
,·esse! belonging to, or in the service of, Her 
Majesty, or the Gov~rnment of !n<l!a, or _to any 
vessel of war belongmg to any ] ore1gn Prmce or 
State. · 

2. Act :Ko. XI1I of 1867 (A·n A1:t to JJrovicle 

Repeal of enactments. fol' the estaMislzmcut ancl 
ma1~nlenauce of Coast­

liqlds ilL t!t.c caslem. pm·t of tho Bay of Bengctl) and 
section 77 ofthe Indial'l Ports Act., 1875, are here­
by repealed. 

But any appointment made under the said Ac.t 
No. XIII of 1867 shall be deemed ~o have been 
mude under this Act. 

3. In this Act, unless there is something re­

ll•terprolatiou-clnuse. pugnant in the subject or 
context,-

" Customs-Collector" means a Customs-Collector 
· appointed under the 

"Customs-Collector." Sea Customs Act, 1878, 
and includes any 11erson appointed by the JJoca.l 
Government by name or in virtue of his office 
to discharge the functions of a Customs-Collector 
under this Act at any port : 

"Vessel" includes anything made for the convey­
ance by water of human 

"V sci" es · beingsorofproperty: 

":Master,'' when used in relation to any vessel, 
means any person (except 

"MIIBter." a Pilot or Harbour Master) 
for the time being the charge or control 
vessel: 

ct V tJyaae'1 mea.ns the \Vhole distance between a 
; , vessel's place o£ depart uri} 

" oyage. and P,er final place of 
val ; but the re~urn of a vessel from any place 

r;G:e:,. .... , .·notwithstim<lln~ the terms of any charter 
be deemed a distinct voyage. 

4 
Coast-light Dues • 

11 1" Const-Jicrht dues" 
4. A toll, hereinafter ~hall\e paid in ~espect of 

Const-light <lues pny~blc every vessel of tbe burden 
In respect of vessels of fifty of fifty tons and upwards 
tons. . · 1 • 1 the schedule 
makincr any voyage ment10nec II . . . r 
hel~eto ~unexed, at the rate of one anna SIX ple pe 
ton of burden : 

Provided that. such vessel sn.ils from. or . entetfs 
I . tile cout·~e of or at the tennmatwn o ' ( urmg ~ ' 0 ° r 
any such voyage a port in Bl"ltJsh Im m. 

5. The said toll shall be-
When <lues paynhle. come clue and payable-

(c~ ' in the case of a Yessel cleari?g outoi: a l)ort 
in B;itish India upon any such voyage, pievwus 
to the grant of any port clearance; . 

(b) in the case of a vessel entering a .port. m 
British India in the course, or at the termmatwn, 
of any such voya.ge, immediately. upon her enter-
ing such port: . 

Provided tl~at the said toll shall not be leviecl 
more than once on: any vessel in the course of the 
same voyage. 

G. The Governor General ·in Council may _from 
time to time, by notlfica-

Powe•· to vnry rntes of tion in the Gc~zette of 
<lncs. ]l!(lia, reduce or raise the 
rate of Coast-light dues, in respect of all vessels 
or any particular class of vessels : . 

Provided that such rate sl1all not in any case 

ProYieo. 

Collection of Co:\st-light· 
dues. 

exceed the rate fixed by 
section four. 

7. The Customs-Col­
lector shall collect the 
Coast-light-dues; 

and shall arnnt to the person paying the same 
1" 0 a proper voucher ·in writ-

Voucher to Je s•veu. ing under his hand, set-
ting forth the name of his office, the port at which 
the Coast-light clues are paid, and the name, ton­
nacre ~tucl other proper d~scription of the vessel in 
respect of which such payment is made. · 

8. Within twenty-four hours after the arrival 
. 

1 
within a port of any ves-

:Mnster to report amvn • sel charcreable with Coast-
" licrht dues, the master of such vessel shall give 

n~tice of such arrival to the Customs-Collector. 

9. In order to ascertain the tonnage of any 
. · vessel chargeable with 

'I'onnnge of "essel chm·g~- Coast-light dues, the fol­
nble with Const-light due• lowing- rules shall be ob-
how nsccrtuined, ~ 

served:- · 
(a .. )-If such vessel be a Briti:sh registered 

vessel, or a vessel regis-
If registor<r<l. •tered under Act No. X. 

of 1841, or Act No. XI of 1850, or under any 
oth•3r law for the time being in force for the 
registr::ttion of vess~ls in India, the Customs-Col­
lector may require t.he owner or Master of such 
vessel, or any person having possession of her 
register, to produce such register for inspection. 
If any such · owner, Master or other person 
neglects or refuses to produce such register, or 
otherwise to satisfy the Customs-Collector as to 
what is the true tonnage of the vessel ill. respect 
of which such Coast-light dues are payable, he 



ahall be punished with fine which may extend to 
one hundred rupees, and the Customs-Collector 
may cause such.vessel to be measured and the ton­
nage thereof to be ascertained ; and in such case 
the owner or M8$ter of such vessel shall also be 
liable to pay the expenses of such measurement. 

(b)-If such vessel be not a British registered 
. . vessel, or a vessel regis-

If not regtstered. tered under Act No. X of 
1841, or Act No. XI of 1850, or under any other 
law for the time being in force for the registration 
of vessels in India, and the owner or Master there­
of fails to satisfy the Customs-Collector as to what 
is her true tonnage according to the mode· of 
measurement prescribed by the law in force fur 
the time being for regulating the measurement of 
British registered vessels, the Customs-Collector 
shall cause .such vessel to be measured and the 
tonnage thereof, according to the mode aforesaid, 
to be ·ascertained ; and in such case the owner or 
1vlaster of such vessel shall be liable to pay the 
expenses of such measurement: 

Explanation.- In this section "owner" includes 
any agent to whom the vessel referred to is con­
signed. 

10. If the Master of any vessel refuses or 
neglects to pay to the 

Ou refusalt
1
to Pc•Y

11 
dutcs Customs-Collector. on de- · 

or expenses 10 . o ec or d b h' h t 
may distrain nud sell. man y nn t e amoun 

of any dues or expenses 
payable in respect of such vessel under this Act, 
the Customs-Collector may distrain or arrest such 
vessel, and the tackle, apparel and furniture be­
longing thereto, or any part thereof, and detain 
the same until the amount of such dues or ex-
penses is paid ; · 

and in case'any part of such dues or expenses, 
or ofthe cost of the distress OJ' arrest, or of the 
keeping of the same, remains unpaid for the 
space of five days next after any such distress or 
arrest so made, the Customs-Collector may cause 
the vessel or other thing so distrained or arrested 
to be sold, and with the proceeds of such sale. 
may satisf)' such . dues, expenses and costs, includ­
ing the costs of sale remaining unpaid, and shall 
render the surplus (if any) to the Master of such 
vessel upon demand. 

11. The officer of Government whose duty it 
No port-clearance to be is to grant a port-clear­

granted until dues, &c., are ance for any vessel shall 
paid. not grant such port-clear­
ance until 'her 11nster, or some other person, has 
paid, or secured to the satisfaction of such office1:, 
the amount of all dues, expenses and costs with 
which such vessel is chargeable under this Act, 
and of any fine to which any person is liable for 
anything done by him in contravention of this 
Act. 

12. The Master of any vessel departing from 
or entering any port in 

.Master to specify on de- British India upon or in 
'!"and voyage on which ship the course of or ~t tl e 
IS bound, . , > I 

termmatlon of, any voy-
age, shall, upon the demand of tlw Customs-Col­
lector, specify upon what voy11ge he is or has been 
bound. 

VI.-2 

13. . If . the Master of any ve.s~l evades, or . 
Penalty for evnt!ing pay- attempts to evade, the 

ment of Coast-light dues, payment of any Coast­
&c. light dues, expenses or 
costs·payable in respect of such vessel under this 
Act, he shall be punished with fine which may 
extend to two hundred rupees~ 

Determinat-ion of Disputes unde1· Act. 

14. If any dispute arises as to whether any 
. . . vessel is chargeable with 

Mag~strate to dec•de d•s· any Coast-light d _ putes. ues, ex. 
)!lenses or costs under 

this Act; or as to the amount of such dues, ex­
penses or costs, such dispute shall, upon appli­
cation made in that behalf by either of the 
disputing parties, be ·heard and determined 
by any k[agistrate exercising powers under 
the Code of Criminal Procedure not less than. 
those of a Magistrate of the seconq class, or in 
the towns of Calcutta, Madras and Bombay by a 
Presidency Magistrate; 'and the decision of such 
Magistrate shall be final. 

Maulmain and Bassein Po-rt-dues. 

15. The port-due leviable under the Indian 

Application of Mnulmain Pforhts Act, 187f5M, in elith~r 
and Bassein port-dues. o t e por~ o au ma.m 

and Bassem, shall, to the 
extent of one anna six: pie, be applicable in the 
first place to defray the expenses of maintaining 
the existing port-lights of British Burma. 

Saving of P1·osecutions wnder other Laws. 

16. Nothing herein contained shall prevent 
, . . any person from being 

Savmg of prosecutions prosecuted und.:or any 
under other laws. " 

other law for any act or 
omission which constitutes an offence against this 
Act : provided that no person shal be punished 
twice for the same act or omission. 

ScHEDULE. 

(See section 4.) 

(a) from or to any port 
in British Blll'lii8; or 

1. A voyage to or from 
Chittagong or any place 
west of the longitude of 
Chittugong- (b) from or to Port Blair, 

or any place east of tho 
longitude of Mergni, by a 
route passing between the 
northern extremity of the 
A ndaman Islands and the 
coast of British Burma. 

2. .A voyage to or from or to t.my other 
from any port in British port in British Burma. 
Bu1·ma.- · 

Except voyages to or from Maulma.in from or to 
Tavoy or Mergni, or to or from Tavoy from or to 
Mergui. 

3. .A voyage to or 
from Rangoon and any 
port in British Burma 
west of the longitude of 
Ra.ngoon.-

4. .A voyage to or 
from any port in British 
Bnrma other than 
Tavoy and Mergui. 



STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS. 

THE present coast-light dues of one anna per 
ton levied under section 3 of Act XUI of 1867 
(.An .Act to provide for the establi$hment and main­
te-nance of coad lig"hts i1~ the eastern part o.f the 
Bay of Bengal) have been found insufficient to 
pa.y a fair rate of interest on the capital expended 
on the lights which at present exist on the coast of 
British Burma and provide for their maintenance. 
Moreover, the recent total destruction of the 
Krishna Shoal Light-house will · · immediately 
entail a large expenditure. It has therefore been 
determined to raise the present coast-light dues 
from one anna per ton to one anna six pie and to 
subject to the dues vessels maki-ng certain voyages 
not mentioned in the Act but in the course of 

. which they benefit by the lights. These voyages 
· 1-re-:-

(a) voyages from ports in British Burma to 
Chittagong and places wes~ of Chittagong; 

(, 

6 

(b) voyages from Chittagong to ports in British 
Burma.; 

(c) voyages by certain routes to or from Chit­
t-agong and plac~s west of Chittagong (ex­
cept Calcutta) from or to Port Blair and 
places east of Mergui ; 

(d) :voyages fro~ places east of Mergui to 
. Rangoon and from lf.angoon and ports in 

British .Burma west 9£ Rangoon to places 
. · east of Mergui ; 

(e) . voyages ~ or 'from any port in British 
Burma-other than Tavoy n.nd Mergui from 
or to Port Blair. . 

2. The Bill repeals Act XIII of 1867 (which 
h:is already been amended) and re-enacts it in a 
simpler form, with the ·requisite alterations, iu 
respect of the coast-light dues · and with s'oine 
changes in wording and arrn.ngements. 

WHITLEY STOKES. 
f.he 14th January, 1879. .. 
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