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and conclusive arguments at such a

critical and decisive moment that his

aiticle will go a great way to cast fruit
ful seeds of liberal ideas deep into the

minds the ordinary Hindu public, to
crow and to bring about a favourable
and timely revolution in the actions of
the Hinda community. He emphatical
ly declaresthat ‘the endeavour, there
fore to compel the Hiudas to keep a girl
nutouched before the age of twelve
shonld be welcomed by them as being
couceived quite in the spirit of che old
Rishis. If it succeeds it will make them

more faithful followers of those sages
aund more essentials religious Hindus
than in these corrupt times they are.

The article has already grown its due
and proper limits. Let uscut 1t short,

though abruptly the Ganesh Mandir-
Sabha think once moere over the pros-

pects of the bill and it will then learn
so to shape its conduct as to get the
most of what isgoing on in regard to
the ‘age of consent’ bill.
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We have just received the mournful
intellizence of the death of India's Eng

lish champian, Mr. Charles Bradlaugh.

ety Y —

For want of space we have kept back
the communications received from “K"
and “Traveller” and shall insert them 1n

our pext 1ssue.
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In its session at Calcutta the Nation-
al Congress had some novel questions
before it. One of them was direct re-
ference to 1ts meetings since Govern-
ment Servanta were under absolute
prohibition from attending as visitors
¢the meetings of political or quasi po-
litical assemblies. Accordingly the Lien
tenant Governor of Calcutta declined
with thanks theinvitation of the Re-
.ception Comxmittee 1n his own behalf
o8 well as in the behalf of his family-
members. In one of its resolufions the
last Congress had requested the Vice-
10y toexplain and define the precise
meaning of the official orders so that
4he public et large may know the.att-
tude that it behoves Government sex-
wvants to assume in regard to political
ameetings. The Viceroy’s reply is candid,
straightforward and liberal in its spirit.
“‘T'he absolute prohibivion” has been
explained as having reference to the
participation of officials 1n the pro-
ceedings. We would like 1o request ths
Government Servants to make ‘a note

\ ..-of the word ‘participation.” The Go-

vernment 1s frank and open to declare

ly desired all bis sabdordinates to act

| upto to the orders honestly and to the

very letter— His poiicy would haye
been wore acceptable if he had seen
how far his strict measures would at-

tala the desired end. It was advisable |

fc?r him to eettle through reference to
higher authorities whether Deshmukhs

Deshpfr,ndis and others came within the
definition of Government servauts be-

fore he could ask them to obey his

orders, We are aware of many of his

good qualities theugh we'are foreed to

say that they eze not without somse
drawbacks. His goodness ofien takes
through enthusiasm and intolerance so
high -a pitch as to lean to the side of an

agreeable weakness in his nature and

it ?s no indiscreet and inopportune
praise to say that heis duly proud of his
connections with this district. What we
want from him at present, i3 that he
should so fashion his actions s to be in

c?nformlty with the concludiag por-
tion of the Viceroy’sreply— ““All Govern
n-leufi shall abstain from active participa
tion 1n political or quasi political m ove-
ments .ofall kinds.”

ey e () e

S Caleutta, Janury 20th, 1891.
0

The Editor of Berar Samachar.

Akole.
Sir, =)

I bave received many letters enquiring
what has been this result of our late Presi-

dent, Mr. Pheroz Shah Metha's refererce.

tc_! His Excellency the Viceroy, on the su-
bject of certain orders.of the Berngal Gov
ernment to which Lthe Congress took objec-

fare of India and her people.

Yours truly,
A. O. Hume,
General Secretary,

Indian National Congress. |

L B ahe o B

]

Government House, F

Calcutta,

January 19th, 1891. |

Dear Sir,

With reference to the communica
tions which have recently taken place,
first, between Myr. Metha and the Vice
roy, and, after Mr. Metha's departure
from Calcutta, between yourself and
His Excellency, upon the gubject of the
letter received by the Secretary of the
Receptzon Commitiee from the Pri-
vate Secretary of the Lieutenant Go
vernor of Bengal, in reference t3 the at
tendance of Government servants at
meetings of the Congress, I am autho
rized by His Excellency Lo say that Mr.
Liyon’s letter of Decembr 26th, in which
it was stated that ““the orders of the
Goveroment of India definitely prohibit
the presence of Government officials

at such meetings, " and the Circular
in which that letter was communicated

to the heads of departments under the

Bengal Government, were issued un
der a misapprebension as to the purport

of the orders of the Government of In
dia. It was ab once vecognised both by
the Government of Bengal, of its own
‘motion, and by the Government of In

dia, that the Iletter in question went

quitted the service of the Government.
for food.
Yours truly,

J. C. Ardagh, Colonel.

Private Secrctary to the Viceroy
To
A. 0. Hume, Esq., C. B,
&c. &c.

COMMUNICATED.
—_— LR Y

Sir Andrew Scobble’s bill 18 in its

progress through the Committee of the

| Liegislative members. The Committea

is to report on the matter within the%
period of five weeks. There are ninety
nine chances out of a hundred for the
bill to pass and shortly to become the
law of the land. The proposed measure
is good in itself but it is rightly appre-
hended that it will us a law be a formi-
dable machine to work out abundance

of abuse and oppression.

The hauds of the opposition-party are
being strengthened by memorials that
are being sent, heaps over heaps, to the
Govt. by the monatrous meetings that

| are being held at different towns and

cities to protest against the legislation.

While on the other hand the Hon'ble
Mr. Justice Telang has publicly discuss
ed the religious aspect of Sir A. Scob-
ble’s bill. Before his invincible and per-
fectly logical argument 8ir R. C. Mit-
ter’s religious objections fall to the
oround. The legislator’s function 1s Lo

| make the laws as he did in regard to

beyond these orders. and an amended
Circular, in which 1t was pointed out
that the expression “‘absolute prohibi
tion”’ had reference omly to the partici

the Hindu Wills Act,” thke ‘Hinda
Heir's Relief Act &e, and the highest
legislature may act upon its owu convis
tions inspite of Raglunandan's fnal

that its ordersof .the year 1890 were | tion. authority. Raghunavdan whom Sir I8,

not issued.in a spirit, Inany way, hos-
tile to the prosperity of the National
Congress. The institution Governmet
regards as oneof those which are per-
fectly legitimate in themselves and
which private persone are free to pro-
mote the welfare ot. Liord Liandsdown's
xemark has a philosophical aspect when
he says that ‘ the Government of India
xecoguises that the Congress movement
is regarded as representing in India
what 1n Europe would be called the
more advanced Liberal party as dio-
tinguished from the great body of Con-
servative opimion which exists side by
side with it. They desire themselves to
maintein an attitude of neutrality 1n
their relations with both parties so long
as these act strictly within constitation-
al limits.” Mr. Hume observes in his
letter to the Madras Times that this
candid and characteristically British
Agclaration in favour of the freedom of
opinion and action in political matters
(like Liord Metcalf's in favour of the
freedom of the press) encourages us ¢o
indulge a hope of, one day, bridging the
gulf that has been widening between
the European official classes and the In
dian public. He has asked the cougres-
sionigts to join hands and mase friends
with the officials since much of the ori-
ginal bitterness will, 1t 1s hoped disap-
pear with this unambiguous and un-
mistakable explanation of the orders.

I am now in a position to publish His
Excellency’s flnal orders on this subject,
which I hereto annex.

forward and liberil spirit in which Le
has dealt with the entire question of the at
titude which i1t behoves Government ser
vants to assume in regard to the Congress,

mvoements working, like® the Congress,
by open constitutional means. If now offi:i-
als throughout the country will only loyal
ly abide by His Execelleney's explicit in
structions—and knowing the service as I do
feel confident that the great majoity will
do this—much of the bitterness that has
hitherto charcterized the struggle for re
form will disappear, and 1t even seems pos
sible that wtihin a few years the time may
arrive for another step, and the Govern
ment instead of remaining neutral as now,
1aay find itselfin a position to co-cperate
heartily with both our liberal and conser
vative partiesin their efforts for the com
mon good.

Under any circnmstances thig candid

and characteristcally British declara
tion in favour of freedom of
opinion and action in  political

matters in the cases of all private persons
( no less important inits way than Lord
Metcalfe's in favour of freedom of the
press ) ought to go far to bridge the gulf
which for years, unhappily, has been
widening between the European official

I.am quite sure that all thinking
men  will feel deeply  grateful
to H. E. forthe kindly, straight

and al] other political and quasi-political

pation of Government officials in the
proceedings of a political meeting, was
gsubsequently issued by the Bengal Go

of the Government of India.

These orders, which arose out of a

totally different matter, had no specia]

reference to the Congress movement,
and were certainly not framed in a spt

rit of Lostility toit. The publications
of some of the supporters of the Con
gres3i have, in the opinion of the Govern

ment of 1ndia, been open to serious
question; but, apart frem this, the
movement is regarded as one of those
which, in the words of the Circular, are
““perfectly legitimate in themselves, and
which private persons are free to pro-
mote,” but from participationin which
Government officials are, for the rea
gons specified in the orders, necessari
ly debarred.

The Government of India recognise
that the Congress movement 1s regard

ed as representing in India What n
Eunrope would be called the more

advanced Liberal party, as distioguish
ed from the great body ol conserva

tive opinion which exists side by side

tain an attitude of neutrality in their
relations with both parties, so long as
these act strictly within constitutional
limits.

They intend that all Government
servants shall preserve a similur atti

C. Mittra bhas brought in as a conclu-

with i§. They desire themselves to mailn I

gsive authority on religious malters, 18

vernment to the heads of departments. Y not universally obeyed 1n his‘ precepts
I eaclose herewith a copy of the orders for the consummaticn of marriage, and

besides his rule may be understood ae
permissive on the sanction of the

Dharma Sindbu, the Bhagvat and the
Smriti by Parashara— taking prolibi-
bition in the sense that the busband &
wife shall not weet at any other tune.
Even if Raghunandana orders consulu-
mation of marriage after the appear-
auce cfa pariiculur physical pbenome-
nop the sanction in disobedience of the
rule i3 not hard and exacting. Half a
Krichcha or a thousand Pranayam mey
be exacted as a penawe to wipe off the
sin in the case of an orthodox Hindu.

Mr. Telang farther observes that it is
for the well-being of child-swives that
this breach of a religions law 1¢ recom-
mended and besides it is to be the com
mand of the sovereign who must be im-
plicitly obeyed according to the Hindu
scriptures. Ir holding with Mr. Nulkar
he says in strong terms that the din of

controversy is misguiding and that “f
‘1 such a case where the claims of bu.
manity are implicated the British Govt,
is to hold its hand aud put forward a
plea of non possumus it will write itself
down as unworthy of its best traditions
and will lay down a principle of action
that if logically carried out will destroy
the possibility of any solid good result-

ing from its presenze in India.’ Dr. R.G

Bbandarkar is another supporter of the
till. His scholarly and almost exhaus- =
tiva article shedding a full Jight on this
uestion, is published in the lasé num= |
?)er of the Sudharak. It comm;aﬂ' '
spect even from the Shastnis and
Pandits. Though his attizade in social
matters is of a despairing nature ha

in itself. It was with the above objects | COIDES before the pnhlm "'ffh SO Etl'f.’mg!
that the orlers of March 1890 were (See gﬂ;lement.) -

5 \
py- o — g - -

It is also seitled that the retired pen-
siocers, have all the rights of private
citizens. I

It is meet that we should now see
how far this explanation of the orders
will be attended with its desirable prac-
¢ical effects in Berar. The Akola Dis- |
trict seemed to have been singular in

" makiog great fuss about the old circular.
It is an open eecret that the uneasi-

classes and the Indian public. h

Surely, now that the Viceroy has, him
gelf, formally decided that theCongressis a
perfectly legitimate wovement which every
private person is free to join, and that
Government Officials are debarred from
putting any pressure, upon any one, fo
induce them to abstain from taking part
in it, the best plan for both parties, the |
Officiale and the Dpative community,

tude of neutrality, and shall abstain
from active participation in political
or quasi political movements of all |
kinds; and also from putting pressure
upon others ia order to induce them
to take part, or mot to take part,
in any movement which 1s legitimate
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AF(Ard UPA J G|=AI mﬁaﬁ‘r-l adopted to improve their homes in one

E pbase of marriage customs by the rais-

Al FT] FAAWYI {F 79 Flﬂ“l'{-l 10g of the age of consent. We also fail

to see how their approval of the first

part of the bill as it stands. accords with

both their far advanced moral sense and
judgment,

The first part of the Bill has in its
view the prevention of premature pro-
stitution. Those unchaste women who
make it their profession to enter into
cacual and temporary sexual intercourse
with scores of men are found to spoil
their young girls when they are so im-

mature aud unripe &s to be quite incap-
i able of such unhealthy intercourse. The
government intends to protect them till
they are twelve and after that period
they are free to choose any course of
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proposed to the government to raise the
age of consent to fourteen. 1t is ceriain
ly incumbant upon these reformers ¥
they want to be consistent with their

| principles at all to attempt to raise the

@1 A3 IEAT Fegasra AT (ar
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wise und circumspect to do from a phy-
siological point of view. People, as a
general rule, care a fig if the young non-
wives be required by law td> be sixteen
before they announce their bedies for

. W ‘ ‘
¥ 99@ 7 “QUAd B [(HETA Al FQIN] X WinEQEy ge | 2ele. Though this unhappy class forced

ag 1t 18 for variety of reasons social as
well as moral, to a life of exclusive mise
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classes, still it 18 unquestionable that 1v
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able elemeat iu the composition of socie
| ty. The strength and progress of morali
y in any society depends muck oa the
measure and mauner of restrictions 1m
posed apan this class. If legal iuterfer-
ence the so-called reformers commend,
| on the ground of the interests of bhuma.
| nity shoald it not be their prime duty
to attempt to ckeck with strict mea-
i e 8 el | sures premature prostitution prevalent
MONDAY, FEBRUARY, 9, |in India? If for the sake of buibands &
1891, | wives the age of consent should at least

_| be twelve much more should it be in
the case-of non-wives who are to make

Mahomed Yassinkhan
t7c 3o FHPAT,

&bt Berar ﬁamzbar

“WHY TWELVE AND NOT
> I i warm beds for hundreds or thousands.
SIXTEEN. ek :
We are averse to be explicit on this sub
e T e ject but weare forced to overside that

aversion im order to convince the advo-

bill increasing the Age of j{Consent on ?3539 of I"h? bill that their_ a.clqu‘ielcenca
the ground that it asks too little and for | *% ‘th_e bill is not {ar reaching in 118 m:!.rk
that little it shakes to its foundations | and is far shott of the desired aim
vhe very trust and confidence of the pub which will net he realized by the pre-

We disapprove of the advocacy of the |
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Jic in the government. If Suttee was &-

sent bill. If the medicinal and religious
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bolished at one stroke by legal interfer. | authorities are quoted to prove that
ence let the goverument 3b01i5h the wiveashou}dbe sixteen belore they Arc

consumation of marriage before the age | fit for epjoymentit isa fortiorr evideut
in the case of non-wives that the age
of the British rule in raising the age of | of consent should not be twelye cor
oonsent 4o such an extent as ne nation | fourteen. We should like to request
has yet reached. Liegislation is indeed & | these go-ahead gentlemen so to adjust
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moat effective instrument for modiiying
ag well as intensifying public opinion 1a
the direction in which it is desirable
that it should progress. The Natives, lo-
yal as they are, are certain to obey the

law even if their life be at stake; and
in the present case the claims of huma-

pity will indeed sanctify even & strict
legislation though bitterly felt it may be
Dr. K. R. Kirtigar was the first to give
expression to such candid and hberal
views as will command onr urgent con-
sideratton about the matter,

On Wednesday last some ofthe advo-
cates of social reforms m Berar assembl

e1to express their -opinion in favour of

Scoble's Age of Consent Bill. Their
memorial will enlighten the goverament
on the convictions which some of the
reformers in Berar carry with them 1n

regard to the eftects of governmental ac-
tion within the sphere of soctal and do-

mestic concerns. Wetrust them with
bouest intentions but we are afraid of

their memorial as to square with the
high and liberal views which chey

possesd.
{To be continued.)
e A i e e

The Vice-chancellor of the Calcutia
University has given expression to bis
ideas about female education while he
was congratulating the ladies upon
their success ia aris and medicine, In
his speech he proceeds to remark:-

The encouragement of Female Educa
tion by ita degiees and other marks of
distinctien must rank a3 one of the
highest useful fanctions of the Univer-
sity. No community can be said te be
apeducated community unless it fe-
male members are educated i. e. not
simply taught to read and write. but
educated in the full and true sense of
the word. For however prond man may
boast of his intellectual atipil_imitj' over
the gentle sex the simple sruth must be

admitted that womas is the primary

-

e
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educator of humanity. With the first |4 \opting mcasures to stop the evil by ef-

even learn to lip, our zeal educasion be- | o the effect that a law should be passed
gins in the mother's arm and every fond | raising the minicum marriageable age

word she speaks and every auxious itself to twelve was also proposed. Both
look she casts impresses sitently but |the amendments were of eourse lost, thus

andelicely some lasting lesson omn
growing mind. And what msoralist

there that can teazk the cultivation of |

the finer feclings than aleving mother,

a loving sister, a loving wife anda loving |

daugkter? It is thersfore that our east.
ern mind, notwithstandiug s suppased
antipathy towards the fair =ex, conceiv-
ed the penius of learningto be a female
divinity and it is therefore that our sage
law-givec Manu, notwithstanding the
barshness to fimales which charact-
erizes orchaic codes, has inentiated that
immorable precept “where women are
honoured there the Gods rejoice; Where
they are nothoroured there all rites are
fruitless.”

e

COMMUNICATED
MEETINGS REGARDING THE

CONSENT BILL,

,ﬂm—

A meeting of the supporters of the Age
<t Consent Bill was held at Amraoti on the
wovemng of the 5th in the Native City La-
brary at Awraoti. The Bill is preeminently
thetopic ol public discussion at present
s2d igerercing the miuus withe arthodex
sud the Reformipg communities in India.
Gevernment has called for opinions re-
gaeBingthe Bill of the educated natives
of India end it was witk a viewto see
swhat number of adherents the Bill had at
Amraoti that the mesting wis held. Hand-
bills bad been circulated the day kefore
the meeting by the orthedox party which
were calculated t2 rouse the public indi-
goation and totally mislead the public
anind by inflammatory insinuations against
the Bill. Those wsvhe were responsible for
publishing these pawmphlets had evidently
not the-courage of their opinions as ne re-
gignatures were attached to the handbills.
When 3ach things were going on, the
party of Reformz thoughtit best te mueter
up aud declare in a body their opinions
in unmistakable langusge . Accordingly a
meeting of the supporters was held on the
evering of the 5th instant and after two or
three speeches to the point, the meeting
unanimousty adopted a memorial to Go-
vernment declaring they were entirelyin
favour of the Bill.

A counter meeting was held on the
evening of the 6th instant of the orthodox
party. Mr. Pandurang Govind our towns-
man who is well knownall over Berar,
took the chair. It must in fairness t2 thig
gathering be said that 1t was a very large

gathering indeed for a place like Amraoti, |

We believe however that for obvious rea-
gons the promoters of the meeting would
have done well if they had not admitted
the High School boys to that meeting.
The meeting of the 6th contrasted very
gtrongly with that of 5th so far as members
went. The open site, in front of the temple
of Ramchandra in the very heart of the

¢éown was fully crowded and peoaple could
get in only with great difficulty. Speeches
were delivered by Messrs Khaparde and
other gentlemen. Such of the Reform par-
ty as had gonme to the meeting tried to
give the otherside of the picture to the
audience but as was fully anticipated, the
labour was all lost on the audience already
predisposed against the Bill. Two resolu-
tions were passed to the eiectthat Gov-
ernment should rot undertake legislation

in the matter of the age of Consent and that
the 1aeeting put cn record its protest
against the Bill, Both resolutions were
carried by very large majo-ities. It was
proposed by way of amendment by the
party of Reform that while asking the
Government not to legislate from without,
the meeting should pass a resolution that
the caste punchayats should try to stop all
cages of premature intercourse by making
definite rules ad thus show that the Hin-

du communities were in real earnesy by

the |<clearly proving the great necessity of the
iq | present Bill in as much as no body seamed

to be willing to begin to do anything or
to accept amy compromise.

the stupjd ignorance or unmeaning oppo-
sition of the masses regarding such sub-

jects but we confess it was a matter of the
greatest regrat to us to find that educated
people should have been agzainst passing
| &t the Bill. The GovernmentofIndia looks
hopefully particularly to the educated ua

ment in the measure and to strengthen
its hands in passing the Bill into Law,
and it would undoubtedly disappoint a
great many of our English friendsand the
Government of India itself, We think pro
test meetings throughout India are a
standing disgrsce to the nation,

The evils which are sought to be re
moved by the present Bill are flagrant
that they most amply justify a foreign
(Government to intercede in the m'ntterl.
The interests at ‘stakeareso great, the

far reaching that the passing of the Bill
into law 18 & pressing meed and i8 altoge
her within the legitimate functions of the
state. The Government of India isonly
removing for disgraceful blot on its Indian
Administration, &y trying to pass the Bill,
We do not mean to discuss the various
arguments 1o favour of and against the
Bill as they have been discussed far more

thege columns but we must we believe
pronounce emphatically oar opinion on
one great objection which the orthodox
party has to the Bill. The objection is
that legislation from without is undesirable
but 1f after waiting these four or five years
the Government see no sigus of any work

attitude of the publicto be still hostile
| to any reform or any honest attempt
sowards reform in a matter of such vital
interests to its subjects the Government
we say, will be quite justified in over
ruliog this specious ebjection and passing
the Bill into Law. We hope oil thrown
over the troubled waters very soon by
the Government of India passing the Bill

into Law without further delay,

CORRESPONDENCE
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We are not responsible for the truth
of what appears under this column.

—

Sir,

To continue my last letter I am very
olad to announce the going of the De-
puty Commissioner to Pusad in the last
week. The sawkars did not let go an
opportunity of presenting their petitions
to the Deputy Commissioner for arm
licenses Being much surprised tO see

. W W - ——

| g0 oftan in the Taluka the Depuly Com:
missioner to spread terrotr among
decoits, Aanc -reserve the wob
eafety, was kind enough t0 gn io
notorious for 1fs aecorLy
himse!f wick the clicumsts nees ander
which the {.;BE!J,'{J“ was committed.

fOr 8&. siy02

By the peedence of the Depaty Com-:
mi-sioner and tue tronble he took of
gommz to Sirpur the people fook heart
not t> a small extent. But they are not
fortunate to have his presence for a long
| period in the Taluka where the public
peace is so much in danzer. He inspeaot
ed the treasury, the Extra Assistant
Commissioner’s Court, the public sta-
tion, paid visits to both the schools and
went back to khandala to go to Basim—
The precarious and unsafe sfate of_ the
Taluk wants tadly his presence agaln—

I fud much pleasare in making - a

ably than they could ever be discussed in |

ing from within and finding the present:

~mention that the policc come off suc-

tives of thia country to support Govera | |

—

 dawn of reason and before our baby-lips | forts from within. A second amendment | cessful in arresting some perpetrators

cfthe rovbery at Kupti. The pereons
arrested are under trial. Some say they
belong to the same gang of decoits
that have been doing their devilish
work throughout the whole District.
The trying Magistrate will, it is hoped,
award the severest puunishment possible
to the offenders so that their accom-

We are rot concernsd se much with | plices willbe aware of the dreadful con-

sequences and will leave the District

for good.—
28:1-91 Yours
“Traveller’,
Basim
S 28th January 1891
‘Desaa Sir, |

- We are having a very dull
time of it in Basim. In addition to the

trict situatedso far from the Metropolis
a3 dacoities in the District the tempora
ry closing of some Courts of justice the
absence of good and lighted streets &c.
Mr. C. Shamrao had been on sick leave
for a time but he has now joined his da
ty. Mr. Krishnarao Jaikrishna has gone
to Pusud to fillup the vacancy made

| -evil effects-of the pernicious system are o | by Mr. Ajudhia Persad for some time-

Pandit Sura) Narayen is shortly to pro-
ceed on leave. One more court 18 still
wanted in Basim. The administration of
justice is so clogged that suits remain
without being called on for six or seven
or any number of days. No adjourn-
ments are given; the parties and their
witnesseS are required to attend for so
mauny days conttnually every day. You
will £ee what trouble the parties are re-

| quired to vndergo and what loss they

undereo on account of being detained
s0 long. But this is not enough; even a
suit on hand goes on for years and
there are continude adjournments. The
Judiciat Comm.issioner will, it is hoped,
take notice of this. For his information
we quote Nos. 906 and 947 of 1890.
This is. nothing when compared to other
things which some times go on {n this
benighted distiict of the benighted -pro
vince ‘“‘our pen must stop here' The
idea of Englieh justice is far from the
minds of the Courta except one or two.
Io the last but one issue of your pa-
per there appeared a letter in which it
is writteu that a certain census supervi-
gor bad a quarrel with the special Ma
gistrate at this place and on the repert
of the supervisor he gave as his explana
tion that he had an attack of epilepsic
fits. When the Resident bad been in the
jubilee Town Hall to receive the Muni-
sipal address the special Magistrate had
been there and while there he had a fit
of the disease but it does not appear
that he there assaulted any body as he
did the supervisor; nor 1s any patient
attacked by that disease ever observed

to agsault other persons. It appears that

thie extraordinary things happening so | the special Magistrate 13 mnot popular

' Lere and as for his legal knowledge we

.1i¢ | do not wisk to speak of 1t. We only
‘o | want to request that the Judicial Com-
~irpur | missioner will in his mercy for the poor

weetched beings of this District send

|
|

M:r. Obbard to examine the gentleman
ad his records. If the Liocal Govt. want
ed to recognize the high birth of the
man .t ought to have conferred some big
title upon him or a grant of some land
as a yearly pension. Liet Mr. Obbard or
the Judicial Commissioner once
examine the records of this office and
speak with hiot for half an hour and
we say that we would abide by his able
‘opinion and judzment. Itis apractice 1u
the Bombay and other presidencies that
the sessions judge or the High Court
itself examines or cause to be examined
the records of every office within ‘the

Lmits of his or its jurisdiction. We

other ills which the birth right of a Dis--

earnestly hope that tha practiceé may

be brought into operation here to check
the excessive irregularities aod the
eross injustice which has been going on
here. As an example 1t may be stated

that the Courts except one or two dis-
pense with tha necessity of reading
over the deposition of a witness to him,
Yours truly
nX"
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY, 16,
1891,

<“WHY TWELVE AND NOT
SIXTEEN?"

{Continued frem our last 133u8.)

The gecond object of the bill iz to
pravent immature cohabitation. The

olfect is indeed commendable. Bub the
q uestien is whether society should of
ite own accord agree to it or the Govt.

should force the society to do it.

The first objection to legal inlerfer-
ence is gronnded on the Proclamation
issued by Her Majesty the Empress of
India. Diversity of race and religion
meade it a necessity on the part of go-
wvernment to declara non-interferance in

roligious matters and this Indian Mag-
na Charta is included in the public do-
cument -of Her Majesty’s Proclama-

tion of 1858. The Viceroy has interpret

ed the bill in « manner that there 1s no
anterference if the protection accorded

%o non wives be extended to child-wives
and has further declared that the Pro-

clamation does not Tay down absolute
non-interference. But the plea of huma

nity put forth by Mr. Nulkar, the for-
mer lezislation in Hindu Wills Act &g,
ag quoted by Mr. Telang in justification
of fusther eucroachments in social mat-
gers, aud the meation of ‘no new crime

in the Lill’ by Mr, Scobble are in them-

gelves sufficlent proofs to point out the |

aporessive natureof the hill which threa
tens to interfere with social and religi-

ous customs. We ara highly obliged to |

the Editor of the ‘Kesari’ and are much
aurprised to see how a man like Dr.
Bhandarkar conld with all his ability
misrepresent and obscure the religious

texts to drown the truth inte hkis hob-
bies. Howsoever true aud triumphant,

cousistent and accurate may be the scho
Ja-ly ecriticism travelled against Dr.
Bhandarkar’s note and the rather shal-
low views of Mr. Telang the Kesaxi has
it appears done full justice to the
permissive nature of the religious texts
or Garbbadhana.

Hence tie reader is naturally led to
conclude that the law 1s directly inter-
fering with religious couvictions of the
Hindus. We are not at the same time
unmindful of the importance of having

some texts of seripture fully and faith:
fully accepted and revered for kesping
the mass in the proper and wvirtuous

]Jﬁ.ti:l—— and aleo of the Ptesaing necas« |

sity of teaching them to view the religi

ous doctrines in & manner to facilitate
a constant progress and reform. But

much caution and wisdom should be
employed in giving a proper turn to the
% minds of the pubiic. If morality serves
Religion as her hand maid the mistress’
directions given only in outline will be

wisely interpreted and carried out by
her hand maid in so far as the persons

under the latter's sway, do learn to re-
gpect and revere the force of religious
_ tendencies of the public, to s‘rike out
the just balance resulting therefrom,
and to weight the resultant force not
according to its quantity but quality.
To develop these resources of social
happiness is in short the way (o social

m—— ————
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Iiven if allowed, the legal interference
is not necessary as far as the present bill
goes. It will first give a fierce shock to
the mnaturally delicate feelings with
which religious matters are entertained

and will tend to unsettle the sense of |

Duty. It will preatly lessen the confi-

dence of the public in their government
when the Jattar is prima facie going to

undo, to the very letter, the Indian Mag

na Charta. It 1s wise and polite to re-
gard the interests of bumanity in spite

of all the inconsistenzies and difficulties
in which it involves us. The question
next springs whether thare are any
such claims which society disregards.

Dr. Kirtikar has boldly asked the re-
formers to observe with scrupulous and
religious anxiety the sincerity of pur-
pose which the interests of humanity
require of them. If cociety allows of ex-
ceptions— and very few they are— to
consummate marriage before the age n;':.=f~r
twelve it is not of prime importance and
vital interest in these days ¢f enlighten-
mewnt and the gradual progress of social
reform to raise the age of consent from
ten to twelve when society is cbecking
thesge evil3 of immature cohabitation by
its mysterious and natural growth.
Even the present threatening of legal in
terference will go a great way to bave
the desired effect without any active

measure. The proposed reforms will
therefore need no governmental action.

If the bill is educstive and 18 to
strengthen the hands of the fathers of:

girls we shonld not shrink from going a

| etep further to ask of our reformars &3

true patriots a memorial to the govern-
ment to raise the age of consent to six-
teen. Religion affords some strovg authe
rity for this zeform. If the public 18 3 |
be shocked at all by legal interference,
lec us have a good move or none at all
Otherwise the present remedy 18 " worse
than the actually prevalent morbid

state.
The majority— and that too an over

whelming majority- is against the bill

It i3 fighting for the sake of a principle
of #ciion involved in the question of le-
gal interference. While the advocates of

the bill are ecrying for the
simple reform which initself no
single member of the Native

community is unwilling to introduce
smoothiy in his honse. We shall fairly
condemn the loud cry of this ‘enlighten
ed minority’ and hold up to ridicule |
their tacties of making light of religion
and public upinion. The machiae 18 not

certainly worth the grease.
We are aware that the need of ultra-

reform which we are proposing for the
acceptance of reformers will require of
them an accurate, severe and diligent
study of social dynamics before they
adopt any measure to bhave 1t brought

into force. Any argument that one will |

hold in favour of this bill will equally
bold water for a new bill to raise the
age of consent to sixteen. In fact the
present bill is useless Which the new
one will be impossible. Let the reform-
ers understand the proper degree of
parental responsibility and let them
educate the masses in the light and

learning they will acquire from a due
consideration of the prospects of life a
oraphic description of which we give
below.

To raise the average quality of life
aud not its quantity we should have a
more rational competition for the privi-
lege of parentage. Before the smallest

prospect is visible of decent nurture and
trainiog men and women are free 1o
have children to be handled, both sexes
together, in squalid dens where morali-

ty and religion are well-nigh impossi-
ble, to be launched with no start 1n life

on a glutted labour- market: the men
soaded by Lhunger— a constant meuace

to social order, and the women with the

only choice between prostitution and | . _

the brink of starvation. Unless we shut
our eyes to the conditions of life, unless
we lorget that but for some sort of
parental prudence and fore-thought in
the past the whole race might at this
moment be grovelling in abject poverty;

unless we ignore the fact that wages fall
with increased competition, that man-

kind have an indefinite capacity for add- |

Ing to their numbers and that almost
every form of human weal and woe
tends to be inherited there is but one
conclusion open to us. The only remedy
for half the evils that flesh is heir to is
to teach parental responsibility to avoid
‘tle world caunot but be well-stocked
with want and misery.’

Liastly, a word of advice to the advo-
cates of the bhill, They d:sregard the
ties and bonds of their society when
they claim to act upon the light of

| their individualized minority. They are

chimerical; when they ridicule the
religion they are born in and the
gocial status they inherit fiom their
ancestors. Though elective principle is
demanded 1n political matters through
their activities and movements society
1g still certain to trust them with no
representative character in social affairs.
Indeed their mischievous excesses are
appalling and will only tenl to one
more most detested sect.

._—Q.OW

Captain R. V. Garrett, Bengal Staff

Corps, an Assistant Commissioner of
the 2nd {Officiating 1st) class, is ap-
pointed to be Assistant Director of
Liand Records and Agriculture, in the
Hyderabad Assigned District, with
effect from the date of his assuming
the charge.
G. L
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committee appointed for the

or tothe Conservancy Inspector if there
33 one:—

9 3%

RULEb IN REGARD TO

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS
AND DEATHS.

——— §-

The following rules for securing a

~ proper registraticn of births and deaths

made at a special meeting by the Mu-

nicipal Committee of Akola, under sec-

tion 116.C of the Berar Municipal Law,
1886, baving beea confirmed by the

Resident are hereby published for ge-
meral information, They will be brought

anto force from the 1st of April 1891:—

Rule 1,— On every birth of a child
within the Jimits of the Municipality,
the father or the mother or guardian

of the child, or in case of their absenc2,
oI death, or1nability on account of sick-

mess, or other similar cause, any per-
son living in the housein which the
«<hild was born, or any person who was

present atits births, shall within 72

bhours from the time of birth give in.

formation on the following points at the

municipal office, or to the divisional
member of the committee in whose

division the child was born, or to his

of the
purpose,

peon, or to any other member

(1) The division “and street of the
munbicipality in which the child was
bore,

{ 2 ) Names of its parents.

( 3 ) Caste, occupation and religion
of the parents.

(4 ) Sex of the child.

( 5 ) Date of the child’s birth.

(6 ) Whether] the child was born
alive, or was still-born, or whether
having been born alive it died 1mmedt-

ately 9fte1 birth.
Ruls II.--- on every death within

thie limits of the municipality a member
of the fumily to which the deceased

belonged, or in case of there being no |
suclh member, or such member be'ng

anable on account of absence, sickness,
or other similar cause, any person living
in the house in which the death took

place shall, within 72 hours from the
oceurrence of the death, give iuforma-

tion on thefollowing points atthe muni-
cipal office, or to the divisoinal member

of the commirtee in whose division the

death took place, or to his peon, or to
the member of the committee who has

care of the conservancy and sanitation

of the town, or to the Conservancy

- Inspector:—
(1) The division and the street of

t;he municipality in which the death
toﬁk place.

- (2) The name, caste, religion, sex

. and age of the deceased.
( 3] The diseasa causing death

and how many days ill.
" ( 4 ) The date of the death.

( 5 ) The occupation of the deceased.

Rule I11.--- Auy municipal officer
receiving information under Rules I
and 11 from any person shall, if required

furnish him with forms in the form
given in the appendices A and B to

theserules as may be repuired, andshall,
m the receipt of the information,

ewrast 1 HAIN T &

1

|

|

J

1,

|

gu a receipt to the parson !urmahmu

it in the form given 1n Appendix o.

Y Ewk IV.—\Whoever refuses or :;eﬂ..

Advertiaam&hih
Belo= 10 lines.. QE""‘&‘H :_‘:ﬂ—

per line overl0...4as
Lepetition per lineg

AKOLA MONDAY 23 FEBRUARY I39l

under those rules to give information,
shall, on conviction before a Magistrate,

be lialile to pay a fine not exceeding
Rs. 3.

B.2%9
17-2-91 V. R. Mudholkar
Secretary 1 “\Iumclpwhty
Akola.
APPENDIX A.
Serial No,

Name of division

-

—

Names of parents.

—

———

Caste, occupation and-
religion of parents. |

Sex of the child,

-

Date of child’s birth:

Whether child was|
born alive or was still-
bern died immediately
after birth.

L ———

Name of informant.

Signature ot the
informant.

Remarks. I

Dated 189
Signature of Mimicipal Officer
APPENDIX B.

R —

Serial Ne.

Nanre of division

Name of street

Name of the deceased

Caste, religigon and
occupation

Sex

Age

The cause of death and
hhow many days 11l

The date of death

Name of informant
}

—

Signature of informant|

J e

189

~ Dated

Signatine of MunicipalO- fficer

APPENDIX C
Serial No.
Receipt for having given hirth and
e ot death

iﬁ_[ornmtian of

Year 189
" Mauanicipality’s Seal.

Nu fee is charged for Ll.un r&cexpi

—_———
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The bill1s no doubt every thing but
setisfactery. But reform shounld be

| 99€ TARYZ A3 <Tid q[qveq=ar
FUS § Z9HIF WAIES (43N
AFICEl 9B3B AGP| 3Aig AN0] €&
S[FiTU 9FF F=g[ A} JAE@ T2
QU FQY %A AqUGHS 95T A
EX l%ﬂa;" qeaw QANSF F(E599 shguted from heusetop. {&n?d it 18 om
2 =i . E{ this account that we heartily approved
Q& FQLHAT 9&[ 3T Slg m;‘ of the Social Asseciation for Berar na-
% U e g | hpies s Bl o
=qr qaiia Flgd. SHU [ RRA K | ly strengthen the hands of such imsti-
g3 MEEg TEH (3R & €A G-
937 FYI TET [FA 43 S @U-
7 9 AT GHATY AFW BIF(=Q
g3 q TJTIN=Y[ qqT[aT FAR-
AT 3% 925 YA 914D HIB-
37 g dsgl SAAAl FiE (NFID
g2R| HeEI| AW (44T AF B qi-

tutions. Growth and progress are tha

course of nature. To anficipate nature
is to accelerate the progress of society,
To observe the forces in =ction to in-
troduce a salatary check or stimulous
is'the work of tbe go-a-head gentlemen.

They must approach society with due

is in short the precess of social progress.
Society is ndt built upn a day. It is
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onward progress should be gradaal.

No basty measure will do the work.
The present bill 1s no hasty step but
it 18 anindiscreet step. The return from
Simla surprised the pation with the
Scobble bill. The national stir 18 the
nataral result of it. When the whole of
India with the exseption of 2 micros-
copic minority is exasperated againsg
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the bill it is a bad work of policy to pass
it into a law. Soclety calls Government
the defendence of religion. But when
religion is in danger the work of ruin
will soon be complete. At least so much
ofthe ruin is certain as much of the
danger 1s certain.

The Hindu religion is a novel pro-
duction of the human mind. It is so-
oial, political and moral. The European
criminal laws will 8nd no parallel in
them. But all otker sides of human
knowledges are well represented in it.
Liet people be theroughly religious and
weshall require no Government to teach
us reforms. But mostly people make it

a matter of gain and loss in the obser-

vance of religion. Itis unreligiously
preached and is considered more honout
ed in the breach. We would expect men
to be strictly religious and would pro
mise them in all moral certainly, ev ery
thing that is good and praiseworthy.
Besides the Hindu religion 1s not non-
promovent. It adopts itself te any
change in the life of man. This no new
reform will make us abandon our re-
Jigion. The peopls must, at this crisis,
form different communrities to smooth-
en socidl reforms and must bind them

selves to abide by their rales of reli- |

oion and.custom wunder the penalty of
gocigl exclusions more or less.

But iffGovernment resolve to give
«us & law 1nspite of the unrepresenta-
tive character of itscouncils we would

request tham to fix the age of consent
40 matrimony. But again here 1s a
qquestion ‘Whether it should be ten or
twelve. ¥We express our views in favour
-of theformer ope, The limitb of twelve
will greatly unsettle the current cus-
$oms & manners, But ifit be ten fathers
are at liberty to marry their daughters
‘when'they begin their eleventh. It will
mot be a great obstacle and will at the
same time allow religious ceremonies
%0.ke gone throwgh intheir entirety. It
will put.astumbling block in the waj
+of ‘hugbands having Immature coha-
pisation. It wil aim -2t indirectly in-
croasing the marriage fime. This wil
give with the social leaders akind of
Jegal assistance to hasten the reforms

custom in so far as it i3 not going to ad-

mit the consumation of girls below 12
even though it is sanctioned by the tradi
tional religious beliefs of people. Lord
Landsdown has said that the bill does not

interfere with the religious notions of the |

people. Ar.d in order to support it it is urg-
ed by some reformers that the Shastras

rightly interpreted do not enjoin an ex- |

press injunction to the effect that the con-
sumation ceremony (Garbhadhan) should

be performed on the first appearance of pu |

berty and it is also urged admitting
tLat the Shastras do so the ceremony can

be inferred by the introduction of expia- |
tions which have been introduced as in the |

case of many other ceremornies. But 1
think these two propositions have pothing
to do with government. The Shastras may
not have expressly sanctioned the garbha-
dhan on tvhe very first appearance of puber
ty and expiations may have been introduc
ed in dispensing with all ceremonies ex-
cept this. But people have all along been
carried with centrary beliefs. Usage needs
no justification; and it is never intentional-
ly based upon rights and proper interpreta
tions. People may now come to know that

their beliefs are falsely founded; and they
may of their own accord change them, But

| up to this time the beliefs are their religi-

ous notions and the bill consequently inter
fores with them. By the bye Isay that Dr.
Bhandarkar and Mr. Justice Telang have
done great service to their country by try-
ing to give a healthy tono to their society.
But legislative body is not to rule men aec-
cording to what their religious beliefs ought
to be but what they have besn and what
they are; and this was also expressed by

Liord Dufferin in 1886.
But Lord Landsdown hag further ex-

pressed that this custom is barbarous and |

that girls ought to be protected out of nae
tural justice and humanity ‘Protected”
they must be; and we must all thank the
government for this sympathy. But I do

| not go with him in siying that the custom
| is an evil the abolition of which will not i

shake religion. The custom is one of the
religious notions of men; but it is an evil of
suck a nature that it ought to be put a
stop to. I donou like to see the bill pagsed
for the simple reason that not only will not
the bill perform its functions notwithetand
ing its being made non-cognizable but on
the contrary 1t will be a source ¢f inconve

cepting zertain towns and cities men are

the nge ofconsent to matrimony 1o de- | not able to appreciate the spirit of the bill

tail we would ask the public to think
twice over the matter before they
decide.

e TR

CORRESPONDENCE
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The Lditor of the Berar Samachar
er

Permit me to write a few lines on the
Age of Consent Bill. The object apart from
the Bill, is really laudable and Govern-
ment deserves praise for it. Had this
amerdment been introduced some 30 years
ago, (Government would not have seen
sach an opposition. But masses of the pre
sent time oppose this bill not because its
object is mnot good but because they are
under misapprehension that certain ultra
reformers are insisting on the Government
to introduce this bill as & priliminary to
carry out their other hobbies, and because
in addition to this belief some of the peo-
ple even consider that their religious be-
liefs are shaken. Their belicfs may be
wrong but they are certainly honest. And
as long as they are present in people’s
miod government will see oppcsition.
Under such circumstances it ouaght to
be the prudent policy of government
either to let the thing; as they are and
try to remove the over-anxziety of men
or to move in certain other directions
suited to and at the same time correc-
tive of the sentiments of men,
The present bill wWhich protects girl

; below 12 years interfers with religious

—_——

because they are not prepared by their
want of education to receive the principle

| of it. Three-fourths of the population of In

dia live 1n villages and many of them are

| ignorant. One of their ideals is their being
| well talked of by meighbours and relatives.

Men envious ef their good name are not

| wanting. These men are always busy in

finding out means to degrade these good
men. This bill will give them one addition
al means. On their informations many in
nocent families are likely te come before
the court inzurring great expenses of com
ing and going. Their wives will be dragged
to the Courts and will be asked maz:y humi
tliating questions. And supposing they be
declared cleared of the charge the advanta
ges of these answers will be now and then
taken by men in lowering them among
their village circles. In addition to this so

| clal degradation it will produce family dis
| sensions. Nevertheless I suppose for a mo
| ment that a case has really been made out

and that the husband is proved guilty for
violating his wife under 12 and is seatenced

for life. Now I ask where the protection of
girls and hunanity lie in shis

husband is to pass his whole life in some

distant country what social elevation has
his wife got In & Hindu family, She will be

! cansidared a ba.ne to her husband's famﬂy
| and will be cnnsequently driven away. She

will not be honoured among the company
of women and unless dwmce 18 allowed

she cannot marry. She will be obliged
therefore tomaintain herself by occupations

cerfainly not of an honorable natare. Will
humanity take her out from this diplora

’
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| ble d-iﬁculty? I may add one more difficul

ty. supposing the husband remains really

innocent of this new offence and supposing
that his wife is at his house and that at the
end of the 12th year she is found pregnant

what will be the result, Either she must
declare herself an adultress openlyin court
or her hushand must go toa distant land
for ever. And if she zhooses to follow the
firsh course will she succeed in finding out
her seducer and in making evidence azainst
him. Certainly law in this branch ereates
more difficulties whereas its functions
ought to lessen them.

Therefore I say that the Biil is produc
tive of many evilsand will also beinopera
tivein the case of those families who have
got either authority or any influence of

wealth over their subordinates or depen
dauts.

I may not therefore be unaderstood that
Iplay the part ofa disingenuous man in
first admitting that the evil exists and
thatit should be soon pusa stop to aad
at the same time in going against the
Bill owing to ifs iInoperative and mis
chievious consequences and thus unpliedly
not admitting the evil, Therefore I say
that government should give off this way
of checking evil but should create better
public opinion by  persuation and more
effective education and then asking that
opinion should create certain civil disabi

4

s, When her |

litles.
Yours &ec.
Bombay

19th February 1891.
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