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LAW LECTURES.
e —
Mr. C. P. Lakshmipati gave
two lectures in the last week on
Criminal Law—one on Tuesday

and the other on Thursday. These
form part of a series he intends to |
deliver to a class of lawstudeuts,
which he has formed from among |

On

respectable audience.
He commenced by stating the

various senses in which the word
«T,aw” was used, and he disting- |

gished them from the one n
which the lawyers used it. “Law

is an ambiguaous word.

none of these senses is the “Law”

of the Lawyers used. He then |
| gave the definition of the term in

the words of Austin, Law ac-

cording to this eminent jurist, 18
" the general body of rules which

' are addressed by a sovereign

|
|

reign body
" above law, but it should not be |

|
l
l

| ter

_are generally obeyed.

body to its Subjects, and which
The sove-
i thus absolate and

auppuﬂed that those who adminis-
law and who are
ted to do so, are above it, though

of offences committed by the lat- |

3

[t may |

mean a “law of morality,” a“law |
of God”, or a “law of Nature.” 1n |

1

dtr]egﬂ- |

Law’, he said there were tour
things which exempted aman, who
has committed an offence, |

punishment. These were (1) In-
fancy ( 2) Mental incapacity, (3)
coercion and ( 4 ) lgnorance. The
rest of the lecture on the first day

was devoted to appropriate re-

marks on these heads. In sup-
port of his assertions, and to illus-

trate himself, the lecturer quoted

from, and gave references to, the

works of Russel and Austin and

the reports of - . ish cases. In

treating of infancy and coercien,

the lecturer gave the Englsh
Law and Scotch Law but did not
draw the attention of his class to

the fact that the Penal Code de-
parted in many particulars from
them in these respects. We need
not remind the lecturer that what-
ever value references to the Ea-
glish Law made to a class of Hin-
doo Students have, it 1s this that
they but elucidate the Indian Law,
and that thereforethe statement of
what English Law is ona particu-
lar subject unaccompanied by the
statement of the provisions of the
Indian Law will only bewilder a
new student. The lecturer in
our opinion did not dwell long
enough on ‘ Coercion " but he
treatd the other three heads very
clearly.

¥

'*Ihk"

1n his lecture on Thursday

night, Mr. Lakshmlpati explained
the terms ‘Abetment’, ‘Treason’,

and ‘Uulawfulassembly” and read
appropriate passages from Mayne
bearing on the subject. We are not
bard npon the lecturer. We know
want of time, and want of know-
ledge of the requirements of his
audiance will for a time come 1n
his way. But the community we

3

. | assure him is exceedingly obliged
the procedure adopted 10 the case |

to him for s disinterested zeal
for them and it shall be gla.d to

ter, might, for the convenence of | ey ey

the body politic, be different from
the ordinaryone. As itis physical-
ly inpossible in any large state
tliat one man or one assembly can
make laws and adininister them,
these powers are generally dele-

gated to differcut individuals or

FI9G[HIT

Lodies of men. The whole machi-

nery of Government therefore

|
|
|
|
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|
|

or only
. then have proceeded to the defi-

pition of the word ‘‘offence” and

—

from the Legislativeassewbly and
the Viceroy to the village Patil
has authority delegated toit.
Before proceeding to the consi-
deration “who were not amenable
to Criminal Law”, it should have
been better, we think, if the lec-

turer had explained the difference |
between “Civil” and Criminal® |

Law—the two grand divisions of
Law in general. He should have
remarked whether ¢ civil” and
““criminal” ivjuries differed in kind

in degree. He should

should have stated the ingredi-

" ents which constituted an offence.

e o — 4 W

Such remarks at this stage would
have made the lecture clearer. 1n
discu ssing the question “who
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