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The Naiions]l Congress meeta &t
Calcutta in December next. From the
grand preporations that are on foot

we auguer well thut this Cougress
will be as grand and mejestic as its

The previous successed
the Fuccess

predecessors.
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~ {o tnke a resolute and decisive

~ of the Congress. In addition
poltical queatmua that
‘discussed from year to year there will ;
~ _be a different programme

b -.g.deaﬁ mm% 1-5

pelitical independence
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s an omi The leadﬁ,ta

of thﬂi:iqﬁi&ﬂ wmm%.y will have
step |
in regard to the permanent character
to the

being

Indian’s whole strength must lie in
Ler own industry aud agricnlture and
uiless wa win the palm
competing pations in  Iudia in this
vital branch of India’s resonrces the
day of our galvation will be for off in
the distant future. We eball have to
make the most of the blessings of
the British rule but we must wuvot
however forget that we must look
to ourselves in aecuring for India her |
first place in her ivdustrial develop- |
ment with the help of new scientific
inventions, The Congress will alone
kindle the light and show us

right path in the fulure progress «!f
our programme,

are

in Which

will be included the problems of the
day in regard to the spread nf*

technical eduecation, industrial and
commercial training, the material |
advancement of India and similar 1m-

portant questions. The experiences of

the last 16 years are wvot very pro-
miging. Though the Congress is the

griumph and glory of the Bnitish
ryule in India it 18 not however’' an
accredited justitution of the Govarn-l
ment, The Jongress aims at bringing
home to the Government the demands |
of the people in regard to the|
dis abilities which have killed thﬁ'

of the whole
population. The political privileges
which we claim are the birth—richts
of a British subject. We call upon
the Government to almit us toa
Jarger sharer 1n the administration of
tte country. The people have in facst
no vote in the deliberations of the |
Government on their executive side.
The consciousness of a bigher poli-
tical life came to us as a yrodect of
the wesfern education and we are
being welded into yone nationality by
the common ties ¢t one political
Sovereign and the necessity for united
efforts 1u the elevation of Iadia.
We hbave fought our political war
for a long period of half a generation.
The »0st to the nation nas beeun also
a great ose. \We do not seem (o have
gained an inch  of ground with the
Gevernment. The latter do not respond
to the call of the people and bhave
tarned a deaf ear to all their
prayers. This is almost our progress
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There is a sort of social anarchy

in the relations that exist between

the money—Ilenders and their debtors
in this province.

a bad stage in Berar. A hard com-
petition has set in belween -these
two portions of the people. The

capitalist dues his level best to have |

a fast grip of the opportunities of
making bay over the weaknesses of the
borrowing people. The need of the
people forces them to draw
upon their credit however low it may
be. The result is that the poor
people Lhave come down t5 the lowest
regiovs of starvation, poverty and
Tlbese evils predominate
in a etriking manner in &ll agri-
caltural provinces. Agriculture is not
really so much a paying business as
it bLas been considered for a series of
centuries. Wealth in India lies almost
i the raw prodacts of agriculture,
People bhave learnt to think agri-
culture as the main stay and the
pl-incipal tube of sustenance and they
have in fact no other recource left
to them for levelihood. With this
absorbing iolerest concentrated in agri-
culture, people as a whaole stick to
1t as the preudest legacy of their
forefathers. But agriculture does not
satisfy the present demands upon it.
It does not bring 8o much income
as 1s needed for the ordinery comforts
of the Indian people. It is further
to be remembezed that the Indian
standard of living ison the minimum

scale when we compare it with that
of the other civilized nations in the

west, Thus we see that our people
waste their energy and lose their
lives over agriculture but tbey run
through the course of their lives
without sufficient meals and  Wwithout
a margin of profit as a fund for
some future provisioa of the family,
Ou:r people have hardly the time
to thiuk beyoud to-day. There 1s no
thought of the morrow in their pro-
oramme of lile, People have no
state at stake and live a hard
life from one day to another. In this
state of affuirs it is but natural that
their credit should be low ' n the
market and 1n their haods their
property should not carry even 50
per cent of ita npet value because
they have not got the tact and the

prudence to secure
The i1gunorance of

the people 1s
They  imprudently fall
in debts acd ope false step leads
them into another and the result is
that the  past mistakes  have
aggravated the miseries of indebtedness
in an immense measure. The people
who borrow and make up their
wants of to-day by exbausting their
credit for ever have come to be 2
prey in the bands of their shy-lock.
The mooey—lender has his excellent
opportunities and we ses now that
a tmall portion prospers upon
the destruction and degradation of the
rest of the population, Thus the
present relation between the money—

lendicg people and their debtors is

most subversive of social amity and
15 likely to threaten the very con-
tinuance of the old social fabric of

which the masses of the people form
the mojor portion. We feel that the

English principles of equality, fregdom

:amaznrg.

Usury has reached

its proper value® |

ot cumracs aud the compeutwe tnndon- L

cies of the modern times have upset
the harmony_ of the people! and_ there
is 2 sort of guawirg into their vitals
that is sure to bring w3 to a state
the avil prospects of which we [fail
to foresee. We think] that ‘the time
| has come when it is imperative that
there should be some legislation to
control tbe full play of the present
law of interest and to * introduce a
salatary check to improve the well—
being of the people.
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wishes should be realized this year
only and strauge to say that all the
difficulties disappenred at once and a
sum of Rs 2000 was collected within

such a purpose, was

|

comparitively small amount and we| though he retired as thﬁ*z;;""'

figures show the importance
usefulpess of clubs and the extent
to which they have been utilized
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&:@eople of this District and kept their
interest specially at heart all through
his long and meritorious carcer. For

+ the pleasant scenery of our Mall, for
the number of our lofty and beautiful
tees in the station, & even for the
excellent sight of the place where
we are starting this institution we are
deeply indebted to Colonel Mackenzie

_and we ares doubly glad to note that

Lour present Deputy Cowmmissioner
Ma]or Horsbrugh 1s following closely
in the foot—steps of his father-in.Jaw.

It is indeed, a happy and  curious
coincidence that the Iady who has

so greatly obliged us to-day by
consenting to open our Lodge happens
to be his daughter.

Tiadies, and gentlemen let me
apologise for having detained you
so long, and now I ask our President

to request Mrs. Horsbrugh to kiundly
declare tlie Lodge opened. Wishing a
long and prosperous career fto this

institution and again thanking you all
for having attended this evening, I

beg to close.

-l

Mr. Moinuddin Khan, Senior
Assistant Commissioner and Pre-
sident of the Lodge, then request-
ed Mrs. Horsbrugh to open the
¢ Lodge ’ with silver key specially
prepared for the occasion. MiS
_Horsbrugh opensd the lodge and
entered the halls followed by
Major Horbrugh and other officers
present, The halls were beautifully
furnished and illimunated with
lights, After inspecting the building;
the party returned to the
¢« Shamiapah.’ Several items of the
. were then  gone

programme

Hyderaba.d contmmﬂ ’50 love the [ o

E B

school-boys  with
which were |
1cers |

through by
oreat tact and skill
much appreciated by the o
and the people assembled. Majer|
Horsbrugh addressed the assembly
in short and sweet words suitable
to the occasion. Garlands of ftowers,
atter and PanSupari were then
distributed and the proceedings
were brought to a close with
three cheers to Major Horsbrugh

Deputy Commissioner of the

District. Sweetmeats were distri-
buted to the school-children 1n

honor of the occasion,
Yours truly
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We have

to face tbe gradunal

downfall of tke agricultural population '
of the
.;mdsh imd _We

province. The
1ealize from time

Lo

t ment

purely an agmculnural province and

we cannot, without emotion, Jook at

tbe declive of the
- Their  welfare is of the
lmpaortance to  the state. lu thear

contentment and prosperity lies
greatest foundation for the glory and

Btabi!ity of the British rnla. 'The
is rich and fertile and the crops also

gt?ﬂttist

go1l

" yield a laxge revenue. DBunk with all
these signs of wenlth and prosperity
we cannot help edufessing 1o the |

growing poverty, the losa of vitality

of men overcrowded
frmine—relief camps.

thousunds

Two great evils are at work and
their accumulative effect 1s the low
gtate to. whbich people 'bhave come

in the downward mareh of poverty and

the miseries attending thereon, = The
first cause 13 excessive rent of the land

and the second cause of ruin 18 the
high rate of interezst. Bolh these
causes have together to
make the people worse and  worse 1n
their material condition. 1'he Govern-
assert  with  autbority that
agsessments ' are farr and
People are opposed to this
But the contrary view of the
of nvo avail when the Go-
realiza th i ¥ ntal through
' the machinery of their revenue autbori-
ties. The people might complain Lo
the Governmeat about the exacling
aud oppressive nature of the land-tax.
We have little hopes of getting any
relief in * this direction. In addition
to the beavy land-—tax there i1s  the
ﬁt"‘)wiug evil of the middle man’s
sweebt pleasure., The middle man
intervenes between the Government
and the actual cultivator of the laud.
He 18 the bolder of land from the
Government and sub—lets the land
to the agriculturists at rack—rent.
The Govervment do not share in the
losses of a bad season., Their rent 1s

combined

theit
moderates
opinion,

people 1s

The
is another Gmuumeut to the actual
cultivator. He does not participate 1p
nctual gains ov of
the actual cultivator.
formed by the
habits to work

extent of the crops. middle man

losses
Those who are
force of 1umemorial
10 agricalture have
increased in large nombers. They will
have no employment if they do nob go
to the class of the wmiddle men,
The middle men are the capitalists of
the province. They have invested
mouey 1n land and expech a regular

income upon their mvestmeunts, They

. have no concern with the gooduess
or otherwise of each year's geason.

They sub let the land as if Dby a

hundieds

of bidders W:IO Koow held -work

alone and bave no other source of

Inalntalving  thewmselves., A sort of

speculation 18 seb in motion, People

' bid sny swms as met income ab toe

. end of each agoculbural year. The
middle man looks to his prospect of §

I'he rack-rent
of the middle man
and 1s thus the Jloss of our agri-
cultural people. The British admini.
stration bas brought into prominent
existence a large class of these
middle men. This class means
a2 imperceptible destruction of the
original number of small bholdeirs of
land. We wish to point out to ¢the

getting the best of offers.
is then the gain

evil is In owr "evil of rack reot as the cause of our
people’s- ruin, The actual culiivasors
of dauay that klllﬂ faul (o pa.y off the :ack

4 -'Jr . I d :'. : ". ._;" -|.
- 2 :‘,' ,.’_* "? ‘F :fh ;
L3R 'l‘k.--r_ ,1-:-','. 1"‘ %’ v-ll a

general masses. .

the

and

the utter hrenk—down of the staying—

. Baye
 gpeculation that
- We
- face the present danger  with a strovg | -
l;,liE’}

rent, fallin j
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from their elders. This is in short the|
prozess In which the 1rasses dwindla
into the life of gerfs and labourers in

agriculture, We think that there should |

be some gori of lagiélabion to stop the
preseut racik-rents of the middle-men.

This 18 only possible if the system of
letting land ut a fixed sum of money
be discontinued. The middle man and
his sub-lessee should both be ' actual

*""-,:q ] :
i ik S e'j gd'
‘héﬁm 'E["i"l':ﬁ ga-m. all wlta-l:ﬁy in our paopla. Berar is debl;a and 1035 ﬁua.Hy i thts trae &_ 7

-ﬂErlcultura the estate they had inherited q&*

participatorg in the
agrieulture. Thers will
inducement to the
1mvest more capital
realize better

‘then be

n
crops therefrom. It will

the zultivator from the evils of
are rife ab present,

hope that - the Government wily

band and stop the system of rack-rent
as early as possible.
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~ WANTED

A Cashier on s, 25 per month
with festimonials of good moral
character and fitness for the work:
lhe candidate must have passed

at - least the Ma.trlculatlon Exa-
mination,
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