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THE LOCAL SELF—GOVERNMENT
IN BERAR
—EL R
The local seli—government has a
charm forus all. It calls up many

pleasaut associations of Lord Ripon’s
viceroyalty. 1t 1s the firat Indian moou-
ment to the good nane of Lord Rigon,

That noble and proud past claims our
firat adinission to a share in the ad—
ministration. The present system marks

the beginping of a rew revival in our
political aspirations. 1t is the primary
gschool of our political reforms. Its
success is to grant us forther political

francbises and rigbhts. The preseot local
self—government fs welcome to us as

the fore—runner of a great fature
wherein we hopa (o join hands with
our rulers to support the Imperial

administration of India.
The present local self—goveroment 18

good because it i3 likea nursery of &
grand prospecuive local self—governinent.
The experiment is limited in 1ts scope
apd is restricted to a small branch
known as the Local Funds department.
The administration of the Local Fands
i8 committed to the care of the
District Boards. In the body of the
Boards the Government have their
representatives in their officers and the
people select their men for romination
by the governmeut to act on the
Boards committee The measure is
intended to give a living representation
to the people’'s voice in the admioistra—
of the Liocal I'uuds.

The Local seif-——Government prospers
The history of the past
yoars i3 a good record of its success
though wo have often to meet with

occasional . ups and downs 1In our

onward march. The last Local Funds
report for 1897—8 has a special claim
upon our atteution. We are obliged to

R. D. Hare for su:h 0

sympathetic and interesting aeport
this branch of administration.
report is au excellent document
we  are glad to welcomo

instructions it conveys, The whole tone
is full of sympathy for native aspirations
and the style is charmingly ngreeable.
We npote with plea.sure that our
District| Board stands first ia point of
merit and good work. It i3 a matter
of special pleasure and pride that
Mr. Dattatraya Vishou DBhagwat has
woun the golden opiaion oi the Resideny
and the Commissioner. The Akola
District Board is a model 1or the
rest of the provinee and the
credit is due to the method, fore-
thought and energy of cur capable and
single—minded  vice—chairman, We
hope to recur to this subject on some
other occasion,
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“The report on Muntmpnlltleu lor
1897—98 is & sequel to the report
on Local Boards. Both of them speak
well about the progress of the Locn
sell-Government as ptroduced 1
Berar. Mr. Hare remearks towards the
end that “the municipal commrtieas
bhave tnade a not unl.n-l.infu.clﬂry qlrugg,:lg
under adverse circumstances. ' 1'he
administration of the Loral Boards
is cortatnly more astisfactery 4han
that of the muuicipalities. We adunt
that there is an mmple scepe for
improvement in both of these instita.
tions; and it 18 a pleasure to finl
that the prospects of geod aud usefnl
work are wWithiu an easy reach, Tlere
18 vo couse for despuir but there is
a meat lak of econerled action

Mr. Hwre lLas written an excellent
report en the workiug of the muni-

cipalities. IHis style is eleganit and
his broad views command moceptance
A Jerge—nrmded sud a

spirit of moderstion charnoterize these
reports, The wgreeable ine'rugtions

they give Jorm their special feature
and are of grest service
guidauce. The repressive proposal
of restricting the womber of elected
mewbers i the mrunicipalities as we!l

symipathy

for fature

ag the other propossl of substituting
nomination for election iw the Locul
Boards Liave 1o great significance in
thiese reports. Mr. Hare has a praise-

worthy ambition to foster the aspir -
tions of the Nutives for =
shere in the administration. Aund

#eare glad to request our readery
to rend and inwardly digest these

| waefnl and nsteresting annual reports.
Thereis no wore the sharm und

novelly of the Local Self -Governmeus
People do not eviuce adequste
interest in the andwinistration of thesas
bodies. 'I'hey have grown indifferent,
apathetic aud careless about the
progiess or o'herwise of these local
bodies. This is no doult & matter of

aot Lo  a  certain extent, But _th-"
fault does not lie  with the pﬁ o
There is a sort of capering I[;?rit
perceptible in the officers of the
Government. Further the powers ot
the muonicipalities and local boards
ought to have been angmented in courge
of time; but the main rights and
ptmlegan have beeu crippled in o
maoner to trausfer the ex:cutive work
to the chief cootral of the goverument.
People make light of the boon of
the self—government when they Lave
Do rﬁlpuullb'ﬁ work to discharge,

Their voice calries no weight, digoity,
and influeuce becanse it is mora
iguored thau honored, Let wus pnot
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mivimize the evil effects of the present

Imperial policy. The Government of
India have been aware of the luck
of interest people take in these but
chooses Lo remain silent over the
real cause that we have indicated

rRbove. L/
LA L

We are in receipt of the statement

submitted to Indian Currency Cowm-
mittee 1898 by Mr. Dadabhoy Nacroji.
It is in the form of & nice pamphlet;

and Wwe Iu_wpﬂ that no Indian who
knows English will leave it unread.
We cannot do full justice to it in this

weok but we hasten to quote without
wnwpology the conclusion to which
e Grand Old man of Indian has
come 1n Lthis connection: —

““ There 15 1he Inrai(fu merchant or

oupitalist of every kind ulways wanting
to save himself in his  trade-risks
At the coat of the taxpayer, besides

using to no small extent, or to the
extent of the depodit« of revenue in the

banks, the revennes of the tnxpayers,
8 his  capital for his trade, and
besides what ia brought back to India,
out of the “ bleeding ** ot 1ndia aas his,
the foreign capitalist's capital, Ia
Government going to inflict oppression
upon the Indian taxpayer whenever
these ““ interests " raise a cry and
agitstion for their selfish ends ?
Mearchants and all  sorts of foreign
capitalistic exploiters and specnlators
must he left to themsalves. It is no
business of the State to interfere 1n
their behalf at the cost of the Indian

taxpayers; they know their business:
they are able, and ought to be left to
take care ol themselves. They exploit

the conntry with the Indians’ revenune
and *‘ bleediog. " That is bad enougl

iu wll conscience- the profits are theirs
and the losses must te also theirs

aud not wn additional ipfliction upon
the Tndian taxpayers,

[t 15 the ““interests” alone that th,
present selfish systemn and spirit of

Government care for—and though (hat
18 some profit to Koglsnd, 1t 18 most

destructive to lundia. If according to
the noble words of Lord Maye, the
people’s true wellare were made the
o'ject, England itsell will be vestly
ore benefited than it is at piesent,
aud India will also be benefited and

will bless the name of England,
1nstead of cursing it as she now begins

to do—shut your eyes to it as 1.uch
as you like. D) as Lord Muayo says,

and all difficalties of trade, taxation,
hinances, currency, famine, plague,
unnacesdary wars, and lIast, but not
least, ol poverty and disaffection will
vanish. 1'he past has been bad,

“ bleeding, and degrading "—let tlhe
future be good yet—prospering aund
elevating. India then will be quite able
to pay as much as may be vecessary
for healthy government, and all
necessary progress,
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The Berar Social Reformm Associa-
tion is doing well under the anspicies
ol Mr. Vishnu Moreshwar Mahajani
M. A. He is the central fignre in
Berar, What Mr. M. G. Ravade is
to the Deccan Maharastra Me. Muhajani
15 to this province, He is very mode-
rate 10 lius 1deas of social reform.
He vever advocates isolation in matters
of reform. His attempt is in the
direction of moving the whole society.
He does not avoid resistance but
tries to smoothen the surface 80 as to
make resistavce felt with the least
possible force. Individual acts of
1solated reforms have no meaning
and sigoificance with bLim. He ad-
voeates action bnt 13 rather 1more
careful to prepare the groond for
action. He inculcates the reform of the
mind and when that is achievad action

will follow as a sequel to it. With
him thereis no exhibition of mis-
conceived reforms i1n all their de-

formities. He1s an exawmplar in per-

sonal life of purily aud wields a large
morel nfluence.

The Berar Reform association bheld
ita annual meeling on Thursday last
in the Native Geperal Library, Mr.
Mahajant delivered an eloquent and
learved ivavgural address.
be gave the geuveral out-lines of the
social reform and philosophised upon
the past bistory of reform so as to
give a decisive toue and coloring to
our movements. He condmned the
hysteric and farcial activities of certain
so-called 1eformers and took the
large audience in confidence when he
grew eloguent in explaining what real
reforms meant and directing special
attention to court the opinions of
anti-reformers. M'ruth liea in a sort of
middle. It is incapable of definition
but not impossible to be discerned,
Opposition should be a great help to
find ont the truth. It should not bhe
‘{"( ~aine of oppression but should be
.L-Irectad to thresh out truth in its true
light. Mr. Mabajani understands social
reforms to be the foundationsstone of
all reforms in the
ments of life. The whole structure of
reform will be an admirable and
permanent building if we are sure of
the basal toundation and
materials that we use in building
thereon. The individual men that form
a society are the architects and with
them lies the success and excellence
of the whole social fabria. The
.vitalivy of a society is to be gauged

from that of the memberg oompoaiugl

will 1n due course adapt
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it, This leads :.lnnkeru to compare a
society to a human body or a living
tree. IDut a society is something more,
Mr. Mabnjani explained in a learned
style that 1t knows no death, 'I'his
13 the peculiarity and we are asked
not to 1niss this poivt. In ths im-
mortal words of DBurke, a society
18 a permanent body composed of
transilory parts.! It moualds together
the great mmysterions iwcorporation of
the everchanging ocompouvent parts,
The whole social polity moves through
the varied tenour of perpetnal decay,
full, renovation avd progression, To
move a soclety 18 a stupendous work

and 18 not within the reach of a
limmited number of its individuals.
The light of kovowledge will alone

adjust the march of eveuts and people
their life
to the surronnding circumstances. We
do not like Mr. Mahajaur’s ideal to
remove the ccllapse or the swoon of
our society by administering strong
aud powerful drugs. Neither do we
approve of the hasty propossls of
My. M. V. Joshi to invoke legislation in
iatters of reform. The state aid 1s

the last resonrce in case of the worst
social anomalies. If thie cause of reform
fails, we are to argue that the soil
18 pot culturable. Our attempts must
be to train the mind and theun action
will be the necessary sequence of such
a training. This sort of a training is
to be imparted by means of individuoal
efforts. Let each one who is a real
reformer, move along the lines of
strict morality, bhonesty and purity,
Let him be a living example to his
countrymen  without disturbing the
social harmony of the general public
Whatever 13 good will command
public acceptance-and it is for
eformers to prove wbat tends to the
of the greatest
present 18 always a

happluess
The
reform on the past and a foundation
for the future. Let us try to lucrease

good fellow felling aud the harmony

of the whole Society will then be a
certain and sure result.
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NOTICE
It

hereby  published for

general information, that the As-

sesment Lists regarding the tax
on Buildings and Lands prepared
by the Committee under section
55 ot the Bferar Municipal Law,
are kept at the Municipal office

~open for inspection and that they
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may be seen -‘r* ,_-,‘5:__’ g
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Extracts from (he

allowed to be hk ee
charge, in the prmu of ¢
HOead Clerk. .

Persons interested are requ
to see therein thelr el
linblities, and to pus in t
objections if any, to the same h_
writing, within thirty days '-.
the date ot the publication of

this rotice, No objections or com-
plaint will be heard, if it is

o
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submitted later than the I.Mfl
date,

Akola K. G Damle
28th. Nove- Sacruw] -
mber 1898. M. Committee
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