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NATIONAL LIBERAL FEDERATION OF lNDlA

" -THE TWENTY—FOURTH SESSION
Wednesday, December 29 1943.

"wenty-fourth session of tha National Liberal Federation of Indm assem-
Sir Jeevanji Mody Hall (of the Cama Oriental Institute) Apollo Street,
at 5 P.M. on Wednesday. the 29th December 1943. There was a large
_esentative gathering of delegates, members and visitors prominent among
Foresent being Sir Chimanlal Setalvad..Sir Cowesji end Lady Jehangir. Sir
‘Patkar, The Hon'ble Pandit Hirdaya Nath Kunzru, Sir Raghuneth Parenjpye,
the Hon'ble Sir B. P. Singh Roy: The Rt: Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri, Sir Vithal
Chandavarkar, Mr. T. R. Venkatarame Sastri. Sir Sorabji Saklatwala, Sir
Franois Low. Sir Janardan Maden, Mr. Fazel Ibrahim Rahimtocla, Mr. B. 8. Kamat,
Mr. H. G. Gharpuray. Rao Bahadur D. L. Sahasrabuddhe, Mr. A. D. Shreff. Dr. G, S.
Mahajani, Rev. and Mrs. John Mackenzie. Mr. J. A. Collaco and Mr. D. G. Dalvi.

: After a musical prayer sung by a group of girls from Prof. Deodhar's Indien
_Sohool of Musio, Sir Cowasji Jebangir, Chairman of the Reception Committee
ope.ned the proceedings by welcoming the delegates. He said:

led at

* Fellow Delegates. Ladies and Gentlemen,

This is the third sugcessive oocasion on whioh I have the honour and privilege
of extending. on behalf of the Reception Committee, a most cordial welcome to the
National Liberal Federation which mests onoe more in our oity of Bombay,

- Our very first session was held in this city in the year 1918, and it is a8 well

that after 25 years of existence, and in these troubled times, we should keop promi-

_nently before opr minds the reasons which gave rise to e new political party, founded

by some of the foremost publio men of our country, who, in their time, had laid the

+ foundations, and who were the zealous and devoted architects, of the Indian National

_Congress.

. Our pdlitical goal has always baen tho atteinment, by constitutional means, of

responsible solf-government. or Dominion Status. for India at the earliest possible date. '

Speaking in a similar capacity just a few months before War was declarad, |
had reason to observe that the Congress creed is of complete independence, whatever
that nebulous phrase mey mean, but which must imply, among other matters, that
India must be left to her own resources to fight against external eggression without
hope of reinforoement from Britain or the Commonwaalth of Nations. Leaving aside
sentimental reasons. which may weigh with some for adherence to Dominion Status.
we Liberals, realise, that ever since the Statute of Wostminster. there is no praotical
distinction between Dominion Status and complete independence. and that our
oreed will entitlo us to a measure of protection from foreign eggression which,
.otherwise, would not be available to us. How trus those sentiments were. and
how .wise were those who founded the National Liberal Fedoration of Ihdia. Is more
than ever proved today after what the world has been through, and is going
thrpugh, and may even have to go through.

" Men like the late Surendranath ‘Bannerijee and Dinsha Wacha: men like
-Chimanlal Setalvad, Srinivasa Sastri end P. S. Sivaswami Iyer parted compdny with
the Congress because they could not conscientiously bring themselves to agree to
passive resistance civil disobedience, direot action and the cult of non-viclence and
Khedder. as methods which would attain for this country the ultimate goal of our
-ambition of self-government. ‘Woe all long for peace and universal love but the cult -
of non-violende, as preached by ita distinguished author, will not bring us one* or the
other. We cannot but resist vidlence with violence ; we cannot prevent aggression
without violence, It will be against ell principles of human nature to see our women
and children butchered.without using every form of violence to prevent such a tragedy.
“Whatever the theoretical principles of civil disobedience may be: we have seen. time
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and sgein, that mass oivil disobedience has invariably resulted in violence, Like
several perts of India, this oity has bitter experionces of the results of civil disobe-
dience. Wae have recollactions of men end women being prevented from performing
their dally vooations of life, such as being foroed—with violence—not to buy what
snd where they chose. We have seen men and women dragged out of tram-cars
by those entrusted to put civi cysobedience into action: and, still. we are asked to
belleve that they are the followers of the apostle of the cult of non-viclence.

It has always appeared to me that the cult of Khadder was economically
unsound end illogical in principle. In other parts of the world, home-spun and home-
woven textiles are 8 luxury for the rich and very often beyond the reach of the poor.
If ell the influence. energy end expenditure expended on propeganda for the
manufaoture and sale of Khaddar had been utilised for the improvement of agricul-
. tural methods, our country today might have reaped some benefit.

It Is, therefore, not surprising that the parting of the ways had to come in
1918, and here we are in 1943 meating to procleim the principles enunciated by
the founders of our Federation. - *

Two years have elapsed since we last met, and during these fateful years we
have heard of, and witnessed, meny events which wae shall have to review. Three of
the most important for India were: the proposals of the British Government brought
out to Indla by Str Stafford Cripps: the Congress Working Committee’s Resclution

-of the 14th of July, 1942, followed by the endorsement of this Resolution by the
All-Indla Congress Committes on the 8th of August and the consequences to India
of these deoisions; and the great disaster that has overtaken Bengal and some other
parts of Indla. bringing misery, starvation and death in its trail.

The Congress recognised the great advance underlying the Cripps proposals,
viz,, that. immediately after the War, the British Government . guaranteed to India,
Dominion Status with the power to secede from the Empire if it so desired, and that
it wes left to Indiens themselves to frame the Constitution. The protracted
disousslons at Dalhi were oconfined in the main to the position of the Government
of India during the period of the War. All members of Government ware to be
Indians, except the Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief. Attention was concen-
trated on the powers to be given to the Defence Member, who was to be an Indian.
The Congress waa not satisfied with the proposala originally brought out by Sir
Stafford, but on Wednesday. the 8th of April of last year. India was given to
understand that Sir Stefford had effected such changes in the proposals with regard
to the powers of the Defence Member as had satiefied the Congress. It was found
that, on the next day, Congress began to feel some doubts sbout the constitutional
position of the Government of India during the interim period, specially with regard
to the powers of the Viceroy to overrule & decision of the mejority of the Government
under very speoial cipoumstances. Their last minute proposals appear to have been
that there should be a gentleman's agreement, whereby the Viceroy was to act as the
constitutional Governor-General: and the Secretary of State and His Majesty's
Government should have no power to interfere with the majority decision of the
Government which should be oonstituted of the major parties of India with
oollective responsibility.

This, according to Mr. Jinneh, in a statement made to the press on the 15th
of April, meent “'the setting up of & cabinet irremovable and responsible to nobody
but the majority: and should be at the commeand of the Congress in the cabinet—if
such an adjustment had been arrived at, then it would have been a Fascist Grand
Counoil, and the Muslim and other minorities would have been entirely at the meroy
of the Congress.” ‘

Mr. Jinnah further stated: I have noted that Pandit Jawsaharlal Nehru
mede it quite clear when he said: *Suppose thatin a oabinet of 15, there wasa
Congress majority of 8 or 9. added to that Congress majority would be the represen-
tatives of the Hindu Mahasabha end the Sikhs end the Muslims’ Thus. the
Muslims would be left in @ negligible end ineffective minority. but the only conso-
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lation the Pandit offered was. if the Muslims did not egree with the majority, thoy
could resign. If thisis not e foregone conclusion of the tyrenny of the majarity.
what else oould it be 7

Mr. Jinnah ocontinued: “I am surprised to read Pendit Nehru's assertion that
I would not have objected to the Congress demand for a national government, I
asgsert that, if the Congress demand had been acoepted, it would have been the death
knell of the Muslims of India.”

Right or wrong, this is the analysis of the Congress demand by the Muslim
League. The statement mekes it perfectly clear that the last minute demands of the
Congress were acceptable only to themselves and would have bean strongly resenteds
at least by the Muslim League, as it would have resulted in a majority in Government
being in a position to defy the representatives of all the minorities. with no remedy
loft in their hands.

The Viceroy's Veto appears to have been one of the fundamental reasons for
the failure of the Cripps proposals. A little reflection will show that this was not the
only one. Mr. Gandhi opposed the proposals from the very beginning., It wes
evident that he was not in favour of, or party to. the protracted negotiations that
took place. He actually left Delhi during the  negotiations. but there remained some
members of the Working Committee who were in agresment with him. The reasons

. for his total opposition to the proposals were never clearly expressad. so far as I know,
in publio; but it was left to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to give us an insight into this
controversy. In an article written by him in the New York Times Magazine of July
the 19th, he wrote as follows —

“Thirty years ago the British Government introduced the principle of
seperate religious electorates in India, a fatel thing which has ‘come in the
way of development of politicel parties. Now they have tried to introduce
the idea of partitioning India, not only into two but possibly many separate
parts, This wes one of the reasons which led to bitter resentment of the
Cripps proposals. The All India Congiess could not agree to this. yet it went

far and said, if any territorial unit clearly declared its desire to break away.
the Congrass could not think in terms of compelling it to stey in the Union.”
Thus, it will be seen that the other fundamental objection to the proposals
was contained in the clauses which dealt with self-determination.

It is evident that. at this juncture. Mr, Rajagopalachari realised that no National
Government could be formed without the willing co-operation of the Muslim League,.
and his subsequent spesches and proposals show how deep down was this gonviction.
He does not appear to have aocepted Pakistan s & principle. He was prepared to-
consider any propesals on their merits and not turn down. without ample disoussion,
principles and policies so strongly advocated by the most powerful minority in India.
The result has been thet a man of his standing in the Congress, with conspicuous-
sorvioe behind him for his party. had to part company with his oolleagues. followed
by several other leaders, to plough a lonely furrow for the time being. In the press.
and from many a public platform. have some of our best men advocated a political
truce during the war, and it is sad to think that the first attempt made by a man of
Mr. Rejagopalachari’s eminence should have resulted in his severancs from his party..

Then followed the Congress Working Committee’s Resolution of the 14th
July which. it was stated, wes mainly due to Congress hopes being dashed to pieces
feiling the transference of "real power to popular representatives so as to enable the
pation to make its full contribution towards the realisation of human-freedom

throughout the world.”

"The Resolution further stated that “ths abortive Cripps proposals show in the
clearest possible manner that there wasno change in the British Government's
attitude towerds India, and that the British hold on India wasin no way to be
rolaxed.”” This statement. I think. can be ocontested. It shows e considerable
amount of ignorance of the realities of the position esit oxists. The Congress
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rejooted proposals which definitely promised India, after the War, as much freedom
end independence as the Dominions of Canada and Australia enjoy, including the
right of secession, end also promised en immediate and considerabla devolution of
power to representative Indians in the Central Government.

It must not be forgotten that. when the Aot of 1935 was being conmdered
there was a rofusal to include in the Aot any allusion to Dominion Status; and
stringent safeguards for the protection of British trade in India were enacted ; while
in 1942 the British CGovernment came forward and actually promised India the
same Dominion Status immediately efter the War, and disowned all intention of
demanding any special protestion of British trade In India.

Frustrated in their ambition to form a National Government of their own
conoeption the Congress started the new slogan of “Quit India.” They contended
that e National Government could only be formed under such conditions and, in their
opinion. with such Naticnal Government, the millennium would arrive.

_ Surely, {t can be contended with considerable force that, if we have not been
able to ettaln communal unity even when our country was threatened by the
aggression of an enemy noted for its barbarism and atrocities, there was no hope of
responsible men and women of the country coming together to form a provisional
‘Government, simply because the British had withdrawn. To believe that Indians
would forget all their differences the moment the British quitted the country shows
" a complete lack of political foresight. The Congress esserted that “the
frustration of their hopes had resulted In & growing satisfaction at the success of
Japanese arms.” This sweeping staterment cannot gurely be admitted. India iz nat
8o unpatriotic as to -weloome Japanese successes. The rapers of women end the
butchers of ohildren were at our gates and, at such a time. Congresa feared “pessive
aooeptance of aggression” without itself makinga visible effort to fight for hearth
and home. At such a time, it desired to shift the responsibility on the shoulders of
others and threatened civil disobedienas, while continuelly talking of non-embarrass-
ment. If *India in bondage cen play no effective part in defending herself.” yet in
this same India in bondage, representatives of a certain school of thought threatened
open rebellion. The speeches made by prominent members of the Working Com-
‘mittes that preceded the Resclution; and the Resolution itself. show a ‘sense of irres-
‘ponsibility unbelievable emongat men of wisdom and patriotism: The Resolution is, in
parts. most beautifully vague. It advocates non-violence, while, again, it suggests &
desire to fight aggression with the military forces in the country,

On more then one ocossion, the Congress Working Committee have shifted
from violence to non-viclence as a cardinal principle of their policy. The country has

& right to know what it hes to expect from them. The British must quit, but the

‘Congress would be pleased to agree to the stationing of the armed foroes of the Allies
in India, Maey one ask as to who was to control those ermed forces; who was to
-direot their strategy: who was to arrange for the financing of the army: end who
‘was, finally, to take ,command of the Allied armsin India? Al this is lft to the
rimegination or perhaps to be settled after the British quit. It did not strike Congress
‘that the consequences may éither be military autooracy or & withdrawal of el armed
forces from India. This iz exactly what the Japanese wanted. On the 14th of
April, the Japanese radio said : “If the British really wish to defend India, as they
profess they do. they should immediately withdraw their military and naval forces
from Indie.” Truly were the Congress unconsoiously echoing the sentiments of the
worst enomy India has had facing her during the last number of centuries.

As emongst Congressmen. there ere meny others belonging to different
schools of thought—men and women of ability. sincerity and patriotism. They alt
combined in advising Congress to desist from treading the dangerous and’ disastrous
path it was chalking-out for itself. Many had shouted themselves hoarse for com-
munal unity, at least during the period of the War. Amongst others who personally
appealed to the leader of the Congress, were Mr. Rajagopalachari pnd three of hix-
friends from Madras. in @ very notabls letter dated the 18th of July. .

-
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Notwithstanding the opposition and advice of practically ell political thought
outside the Congress. the Resolution was confirmed by the All India Congress Com-
mittee on the 8th of August of last year. What India has passed through since that’
fatal day. need not be explsined in any great deteil. The members of the Congress
Working Committee were srrested. Mass viclence followed, resulting in the losa of
meny innocent Indian lives and considerable demage to Indian property. It cennot
be contested that India's war effort was. to some extent impeded. Since then.
appesl efter appeal has been made to the Government of India to salve the dsadlock.
Mr. Gandhi fasted, with no tangible results. Congressmen. released from prison,
‘have tried to put their heads together. but failed to do so. It is quite evident that the
ynistakes of Congress are beginning to be realised. Those who have suffered most.

iare the people of our motherland.

, There have been in India. dunng this period, many representatives of the
"Amoerican press. One of the most distinguished of them was the representative of the
New York Times, Mr. Herbert L. Matthews. In an article written in the New York
Timcs Magazme he gave expression to his views after a year's wide travel in our
_countryv He met men of all classes and creeds, It is quite evident he came out
-with the greatest sympathy for India’s cause. This is what he says:r

- For the first time, one heard open criticism of Gandhi and his policles.
Hindu leaders, in surprising numbers. edmitted privately that hie leader-
ship was proving disastrous and that under him—to use Bernard Shaw's
Glassio phrase—the Congress had never missed a chance to loss an oppop-
tunity. It is widely realizsed now that it was a mistake for the Congross
to run Provincial Governments on a totelitarien basis. to have resigned as
Provincial Ministers when the War began and to have’ thought that the
British were losing the War and henoe could be forced ‘to their knees by
civil disobedience. Many are now willing to admit that it was the crown-
ing mistake of all to have rejected the Cripps proposgal..«iscuiseescren..India’s
tragedy is only too olear. It lies in the inability of the Indiana to get

‘together. in the effort of the Congress to get totalitarian contral in.
communal pohtws. in the opprobrium cast upon thoao who walk the

middle way.”

‘Is thls oriticism true, and if it is, are we going to learn by past mistekes and
b;tter experiences ? If many of our countrymen were prepared to admit privately our
~own mistakes to a foreign press correspondent. cannot they have the courage to admit
Yhem openly and take steps to remedy the harm that hes been dome? If there were
‘heny’ in this country who believed that * the British were losing the War and kence
"could b forced to their knees by civil disobedience,” surely they are now fully dis-
.a’oused of the fatal mistake they may have made.  If this criticism'is true with regard
o' many Indians who pley a prominent part in India’s public life. surely it is just as
‘true of most of our Indien press.’ It'is the press that should guide publio opinion and
.ot be influenced by what they believe the public would rather be told- Such a polioy
will not “serve the best interests- of our country. - It is the press that is very often
Jesponsible for * the opprobriumt cast upon those who walk the middle way.” The
‘lesson to be learnt from this article ig:—~Qur country first, self and party next,

. In order that my Congress friends may attach proper weight to the criticiams
-:of this distinguished American, I will give a quotation from the article to prove that

_he was not under Bntmh mﬂuanca —

*The British are partly.responnble for the Indian - deadlock end they in-
tend to continue the present policy as long as the ‘War lasts. They have
done nothing to help the Indians solve their present difficulties and they
have in general adopted & negative attitude towards Indian aspirations
for independence or even for increased political power. They have not.
aven to en unbiassed neutral like the writers provided oconvincing
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evidence that they really intend to grant India self-government at any
forsesable future time.”

This kind of criticism one reads and hesrs constantly in the Congress press and
on the public platform but has been firmly denied by British statesmen. The fact
romains that India has been assured that the Cripps proposals still hold the field—which
oan only meen that Dominion Status [s promised to India on the conclusion of the

War.

After ll, it {3 not any partioular British statesman., or a group of statesmen.
who will decide India's future. It is the British man and women in the street who
has the vote, that will have the final say. Will he be influenced by an obstructive
attitude to Indla’s wer effort. or will he be influsnced by unanimous and whole-hearted
support to the War? Undoubtedly the latter. The men who will cbtain self-govern-
ment for Indla will not be those who are constantly speaking and writing in thess
troubled and diffioult times. of India's rights and India’s wrongs: but it will be those
men who are fighting India’s cause on battle fields all over the world. It will be those
men and women who are unstintingly helping the war effort of India. It is the work
of thoee that will influence the man and woman who really has the greatest power in
England. It is the man and women in the street who has the power to displace a_
powerful cabinet minister within the space of a couple of days. This has been
known to have happened on more than one ocoasion in the past. If we are to be
farsighted in the interests of cur mother country. we have to see that, both in England -
and amongst the Allied nations, our oase is not jeopardised by the unwise actions of -
some who do not realige the harm they are doing to their own country. It is far
better to speak out and faoce unpopularity than to bandage our eyes. plug our ears
and drug our conscience. Let the dead past bury its dead. In my humble opinion,
it {a not a question of withdrawing any particular resolution that may have besn
passed by any political party. It is much more important to give ureguivooal assu-
rances to the British publio and to the peoples of the Allied powers that all classes, all
craeds, and all shades of politioal thought in India are behind this war; that, not only
will they not impede the war effort in any way in the future, but, on the other hand.
they are prepared unoconditionally to help. by word and deed. every effort that India
can gontribute towards a final and victorious oconolusion of this terrible Wap. If
such assurances gould be forthcoming, I personally believe that, not only India will
gain self-government after the War, but even during the War, we may be enabled to
play @ most material and important part in the administration of our own oountry.

No Indian can possibly desire to gee any of his countrymen behind prison bars
for their political convictions, specially such as have passed their lives in the service
of tholr country, But let us face faots. Congressmen ocannot deny that. from the
beginning of August of last year. disorders and mob rule prevailed in most parts of
India. and that attempts at sabotage still continue in some areas. It iz said that the
Congross and its leaders had not encouraged or engincered these aots of viclence.
Amsuming this to be 8o, the Congress leaders cannot be abgolved from
responaibility for whet ocourred, because as sensible men they should have
realized, from [past experience, that a mass civil dischbedience movement
would inevitably result in mesa viclence. The Allied nations are surely not going to
run the slightest risk of such a state of affairs prevailing again. Such risks can be,
to a great extent. removed by such assurances as [ have explained. Mr. Gandhi. if he
chose, could give such an undertakingon behelf of the Congress, for ho hes been
eppointed the leader of the movement in theso words: "Such a struggle must
inavitably be under the leadership of Gandhiji and the Committee request him to
teke the lead and guide the nation in the steps tobe taken.” These powers. given
to Mr. Gandhi by a Resclution of the All-India Congress Committes, surely must
Include doing what he considers best in the interests of the country.

It mey not be possible immediately for the Indian Natjonal Congress and the
Muslim League to come to an understending on the future Conastitution of India, or
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even on the Cripps proposals, but these two political parties can ocertainly come on
the same platform to urge the people of cur country to support the wer efforts of
India by word and deed, This mey be a starting roint for agreement on political
issues such ag may become advisable for the duration of the War. Such a change of
polioy is bound to have e most benefioiel effect on all the peoples of the Allied
Powers and would certainly entitle the representatives of India toa plece on the
Peace Conferences which must follow a victorious ccnalusion to the War. India. if
its leadern have fully helped towards winning the War, would have an effective
‘voice at the Peace Conferences: but not if they have acted in a manner which has
weoakened and thwarted, however unintentionally, the war effort.

There is a persistent and consistent demand from all shades of political thought
that this so-called deadlock should be solved. and I am suve that all Liberals are as
enxious as Congressmen, at present out of prison. and all other palitical parties who
have voiced the same opinion. If we are anxious to help. first and foremost we must
face realities. - We must remember that the British public and the peoples of the
Allied Powers cannot forget what has happened in India since August of last year.
Those who have suggestions to make for the solution of this problem must keep thia
aspect of the case before them. Any tendenoy to ignore these realities will only
make the task fruitless. Therefore, the suggestions must be such aa are likely to have
immediate results. Looking at it from every point of view, I cannot but come to the
conalusion that the suggestions I have been bold encugh to make are the only ones
that will clear the air and will enable cur public men to consider and discuss. in a

- calmer and clearer atmosphere, the next steps they would be prepared to take to
_solve India’s constitutional problems.

In these troublous times, there has been a considerable shortege of all commo-
dities. For the last number of months, there has been a shortege of food in India,
end the tragio eventsin Bengal have focussed the attention -of the world on the
misery, starvation and death suffered in the Province. This haa brought vividly to
our attention the very poor yield of agrioiltural soil in India. It has also proved how
narrow is the margin between pubsistence level and actual starvation. Whatever
offorts may be made to give temporary relief, these problems must become issues not
only of the greatest importence but must take priority over all others for the economic
welfare of this country. Conditions will become normel in & few months, but let us
not forget the lessons we have learnt and, after the war is over, let us not aink into
our usual complacenoy.

1 have now oconcluded my remearks, Let us hope and pray that the New Year
will bring the Allied nations a gloricus and complets victory, and that India may be
permitted to share in the fruits of a lasting peace which will eneble ber to build - up a

 great politioal. social and economic future for her peoples.”

On the conclusion of his speech. Mr. Naushir Bharucha tha Hon, Secretery of
the Reception Committee read letters and telegrams of sympathy which hed been
received by the Reception Committee from all parts of the country wishing sucoess to.
the parts of mesting.

The Chairmen then called upon Sir Chimanleal Sstalvad to move the election of
the President. Sir Chimenlal Said:

"Chairman and fellow delegates:

I beg to propose that Sir Maharaj Singh be elected president for this session.
Sir Maharaj Singh has held very high administrative posts in this country and was
Agent General to the Government of India in the Union of South Africa where he

- did good work on behalf of the Indian inhebitants of that country. After that he
became a member of the Executive Council of the United Provinces. For some
time I had been endsavouring to get Sir Maharaj Singh to preside over the Federation
sossion but for one reason or other he was unable to preside. When he took up
the premiership of Kashmir my hopes came to an end. But he soon resigned and
became a free man. Theloss of Kaahmxrhasbeenonrgmn. I am sure the session
will be a great success under his guidance.
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In seconding the resolution the Hon. Pandit Hirdayaneth Kunzru said :

1 have great pleasure in seconding the proposal put befere you by Sir
‘Chimanlal Setalvad. Sir Maharaj Singh is a distinguished member of an illustrious
Hamily. I had the privilege of knowing his father who was well known amongat all
persons connected with public life both in the U. P. and the Punjab as a man helding
progressive views and behind no one in his desire to advance the progress of the
country. Sir Mahare} Singh began lifo a3 a service man, I saw him in the old
days in the pre-Montague Legislative Council in the U. P. replying non-official
demands’ with ell the dogmatism of the bureaucrat. Neither his speech nor liig
action seemed to distinguish him from the servicemen among whom he sat. .But
we are all glad to ses that his thirty years of service have not changed his outlock. -
Hoe 15 still a nationalist to the core. As soon as he retired from Government service
he jolned'thé ranks of the nationalists. He has held some of the highest positions in
the gift of the Crown and it has been a great pleasure to his countrymen’ that as the
holder of these offices he has discharged the duties which devolved upon him with
consplouos impartielity end ability. Ladies and gentlemen, I do not went to stand
much longer between you and him, ButI think that it is the duty of one who hag
known him for many years to bear testimony to his high character, his largehearted-
ness and hie desire to place his servioes at the disposal of the country.™ T

I have known no oooasion sinca his retirment from publio service when he was
not prepared to shoulder his duty asa publio man. Age hes not dimmed hig ardour.
On the contrary, he seems to ba growing younger day by day. (Cheers.) I think he can .
compare with the young and ardent spirits in any political party. He has the
gourage whiph every publio man ought to possess to tell his countrymen when thef
go wrong, that he disapproves of their actions. But he has at the same time not
only the courage but also the patriotism to tell the ruling power that the diffioulties
under which we ere lsbouring are to no small extent the result of the policy
deliberately pursued by it ever since British rule was extended to thig oountry.
He recognises the mistakes of his countrymen. But he will never do anyt_h}ng to
encourage the foreigner to consolidate his power and to think that the ciroum-
stances in the oountry can ever justify his daeclining to bear the responsibility
which develvas upon ‘him of advancing the oconstitutional position of the country
and of transferring those powersto it which will enable it to enjoy the blessing of
freedom. Ho always believes, whatever the faults of hig countrymen. that it is hig
duty to stand by them.” He stands for full freedom for his own country and for
absolute equality with other people in inter-imperial and international affairs.

_ Ladiea and Gentlemen, We ere meeting in difficult times. Wa have often
hed to contend against the unwillingness of the authorities to part with power.. Our
diffioulties are unfortunately at the present time greater than ever. We are tolci from
time to time that the Cripps offer has not been withdrawn and that it will be re-
newed after the war. I do not know on what faots these assurances are based but so
far az I am adquainted with the pronouncements made by the Britigh authorities, T
think that they have only promised us freedom if we come to an agreement amon '5t
ourselves, notwithstanding their machiavellien policy. This, I am sure, ladies aid
gentlemen. you will agree with me. is not the same thing as pmmis;ing Full 5elF govern~
ment after the war. The present shortage of food in the country and the plight t
‘which a great province like Bengal has been reduced shows the real character o;
British rule which is often held up by the authorities for our admiraticn The real
cesult of British rule is well reflected in the sufferings of the people in varic;ua arts of -
India on acoount of shortage of food end other commodities. It shows tg whzt
.extont the British Government has acted as the trustees of the magses and borne their
best interests in mind. Had these things happened in a fres gountry, the Gove g
ment respontible for them would not have been able to last for & day. It ig only i tll'g_
country thet notwithstending the responsibility of the authorities for the calnm];t;n th=.-' :
hes befallen Bengal and some other parts of Indis, the Government can stll’ cl; at
be the guardians of the best interests of the masses and to make the world b!:l}e:g‘
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that the future of India is safer in its hands than in the hands of her children. I am
sure that Sir Maharaj Singh does not agree with this opinion. 1 am sure that you
will enthusiastically approve of his election as the president of the Liberal Federation.
" I feel-certain that you will see in every page and every line of his address, the impress
of a sincere and patriotio personality’”. ,
Mr. T. R. Venkatarama Sastri (Madras): I have great pleasure in supporting
the resolution. 1 am sure all present here will agree that we cannot get anyone more
illustrious than Sir Maharaj Singh to preside over the deliberations of this session..

Hon'ble Sir B, P, Singh Roy (Bengal): I consider it a great privilege to asso-
ciate myself with the resclution that has been 5o ably  moved and seconded. We are
passing through very difficult times: with the present political situation in the country
and faced with the crisia of tho war, wo all suffer from a sense of frustration. 1 feel
that the National Liberal Federation bas a great duty to discharge and to play a very
honourable and useful role in the present ocircumstances. Who is more fitled to be at
the helm of affairs of the Federation at this juncture than my estesmed friend Raija.
Sir Mzharej Singh? He brings to the high office of President of the Federation his.
administrative experience. his deep patriotism, his suavity of menners and knowledge
of affairs not merely in India but elso in the Dominions. In South Africa as Agent=
Géneoral of the Governor-General Sir Maharaj Singh rendered very useful ssrvices to
his countrymen. Iam sure he will give us the lead that we need. With these
words | bave great pleasure in supporting the motion. ‘ .-

The proposition was then carried with acclemation and Raja Sir Maharaj Singh
took the ohair sfter being garlanded by the Chairman. He then 'delivered the
presidentiel address. . i | _ _

Sir Meheraj Singh. who on rising received an ovation said:

Fellow Liberals, _

I deem it a great honour to havae been elected President of the Naticnal Liberal
Federation of India and to have been asked to deliver the presidential address at its
twenty-fourth session. I wish to tender my sincere thanks to those who have con-
forred this distinction upon me and in all humility to esk for your good wishes and

your confidence.

A Great Loss,

By the death of Mr. Nibaran Chandra Rey the Liberal Party has lost a valued
publio worker. For many years he served our Federation. with zeal and efficiency as
one of its General Seoretaries. The deceased gentleman was a Professor in a Caloutta
College and was for long a member of the Senata and Syndicate of the Caloutta
University,. He was an active Secretary of the Indian Association founded by the
late Sir Surendranath Banerji and devoted his time and telents to the building up of

that Institutipn.
The Liberal Party and Liberalism. ,

Uhglike many of you I have been unable owing to the exigencies of officlal life
to take an active share in the work of our Federation. My oreed, however, has been
+that of a Liberal for more than a generation and I had not the slightest hesitation In
accepting many years ago the invitation of my old and valued friend, Sir C. Y.
Chintamani, & staunch pillar of liberalism, to join the Liberal Federation. Derogatory
permarks are sometimes heard about the strength and prospects of our party. We ere
told that our numbers are insignificant and our future without hope. Now it is true
that we cannot claim to influence the masseg of our countrymen in the same way es
the Congress or the Muslim League. For this the reasons are fairly clear. We can-
not indulge in slogans orpopular cries and we cannot rouse the masses by impassioned
-appeals to their sentiments or their oreed. Wo are a non-communal body (ny very
presence today is proof of this) and we are unable to point to any immediate panacea
for all our ills. Nor can we honestly say that political opponents. whether British or
Tndian. are alweys one hundred per cent. to blame, As advocates of the via media
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and as adherents of the mean as against extremes we cantot be expeoted to command
a large following. But we cen legitimately claim to be the direct heirs to the ideals
and methods of the Indian National Congress of former days which adopted conastitu-
tlonal means to achieve progresa (as distinct from mass civil disobedience) and had
among its Presidents men whose names will live through Indian politicel history. such
as Dadabhal Nowrojt W. C. Bennerii, William Wedderburn, Phirozshah Mehta,
Badruddin Tyabii, Surendranath Banerii. Gopal Krishna Gokhele and e host of others.
We may olaim with reason that, though there are many thinking perséns in India who
are not formally and vieibly members of our party. there are thousands upon thousands
who In their heart of hearts profess our creed. Every politically-minded Indian, who
ia not a full and active member of the present Congress, Muslim League or Mahasabha.
is a Liberal however much he may with to disown this appellation. In this connection
I make bold to say that the majority of Indian Christians. who now number betweaen
soven and eight millions, hold substantially the views of the Liberal Party. Seo,I -
imagine, do large numbera among the Scheduled Castes, Sikhs and Parsis. Let this.
however, pass. Liberals may diminish in numbers and our party mey disappear in a
future self-governing India but liberalism represents something which is of lasting
valus. It Is not merely a political philesophy. It is a habit of mind or cutlock in life.
Tt is progressive and constructives not revolutionary or destructive. It insists that all
should have equal opportunities for a full life even though all may not have. the same
gifts and abilities. It is opposed to the diotatorship of wealth. of the privileged classes
and vested Interests and it edvooates the widest possible diffusion of property and
power but at the same time it disepproves totalitarian tyranny. Let me quote here
the words of a staunch leader of the Liberal Party in the British Isles, the Ear]l of
Oxford and Asquith, uttered in a spesch in Qatober, 1926 :—

“The fortunes of the Liberal Party may fluctuete but there is only cne
way in which ‘Liberalism can ever be killed and that is by suicide. Because both
on it construotive and defensive side it means two things. the preservation
and extension of liberty in every sphere of national life and the subordination
of olaza interests to' the interests of the community. Those two ideals were
and are the life-breath of the Liberal faith"

The world-famed c¢ity of Bombay, in which we mest today, has produced a
succession of stalwart Liberals. possessed of patriotism and intellectual ability and
having the courage of their conviotions. Many of them well-known to you are
present here today. We owe much to them, Nor can I forget to pay a tribute to a
stalwart Liberal in my own province, Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru. who continues to
do veluable work for the country in the Council of State and is & member of that

solf-sacrificing body known as the Servants of India Soci i
many gifted and patrictio Libarals. " ooy Whloh hes produced

The War

The World War inevitably continues to engross our attention. When S

Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy delivered his impressive presidential address twt; years a N
Medras the prospects of the Allies were far from promising. Japan had den::ilt::‘t::l1
war on the side of the Axis powers a few weeks previously. The Russians had lo t
large and prospercus portions of their country. Important towns in the British T ]‘
had been seversly battered by air raids. while France and other subjugated natio ;:;
almost ceased to exist. There was, however. one redeeming feature and 'tna
very important one. viz, the entry of the United States of America into th : Wﬂ_sd&
by side with the allied nations. I remember recording on the 8th December 1;:1&1‘. .
daily diary, which I have kept continucusly for more then twenty-five e‘ th;m n.’Y
the enormous material -and *moral resources of the United States 'mzr:l::iled t vinth
them nothing could prevent the ultimate downfall of the Axis powers, I Zg?m’t
that to bestill true. In spite of large-scale Japanese successes in 194.2 th aﬁlilelive
ha:re-.::}:ml;ed -from ;trength to strength in Africa. Europe, and the Far Easte Tl?:
astonishin suc i i i .

: gly sucoessful struggle of the Russians, aided admittedly by large supplies
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from America and Great “Britain, and the victories -of the Allissin North Africa.
Sicily and Itely. coupled with a satisfectory decrease in lossus of shipping from
submarine attacks and the defection of Italy from the Axis causs, have changed the
prospects of the War. So much go that cne may hope not unreasonably that 1944
or at least 1945 will seo the end of hostilities in Europe.

India’s sympathies have throughout been with the Allies and against the vicious
ideology of Nazism and it is a matter of pride and gratification to us that Indian
troops of whom. it iz understood, nearly two millions are under arms or in training
have played a gallant and valuable partin the successes of the Allies in Abyssinia.
Syria. North Africa and more recently in Sicily and Italy. They would have played
an even more prominent part if opportunities for their training whether as officers or
men in all branches of warfare, including the Navy and Air Force, had been given
long before the present war. as continuously urged by Indiens of all parties and
creeds for the last fifty years and more.

Another blunder for which past Governments in Great Britain and India ere
responsible was the backwardness. when the present war broke out. of organised in-.
dustries which should have been brought into being in this country one hundred years
2go. India was unable to provide war materials on an apprecieble scale. Guns.
tanks, airoraft, locomotives, automobiles and such like had to be imported from abroad,
while laok of suitable industrial training neocessitated the despatch of Indlans to
England for training under the Bevin scheme. Happily there has been improvement
of late and one hopes that the industrial movement has come to stay, for it will in-
-crease the country’s material wealth and reduce unemployment.

Famine and Scarcity. ¢

A major tragedy has befallen large areas in India, partioularly Bengel, in the
guige of famine. Thousands of our countrymen have perished from starvation and.
it seoms, will continue for some time to die from lack of food or abgence of means to
pt}rohase it. Poor harvests, inorease in population, profiteering. hoarding, the loss of
Burma, the reluctance of provinces to part with their surpluses, the export of foodgrains
from India. supplies to the military, diffioulties of transport and distribution, inflaticn
and the negligence of the Bengal and Central Governments have been stated to be
the main causes of the famine. All these. however true or useful as argumentsin
debate, heve been ¢r are of no comfort to the victims, men. women and children, who
have cried for focd and received none and it is a startling faot that in India alone of
2ll gountries at present within the British Commonwealth have these horrors taken
place on a large soale. One of the best achisvements of British rule in India—and I
gladly admit that certain enduring benefits have been conferred by the British—has
been the excellent Famine Code, a result of long experience. with its generally
offective methods of dealing with conditions arising from scarcity or famine and of
preventing starvation, but in 1943 the machinery of Government, both Central and
Provincial, was thrown out of gear with disastrous results. Recriminations regarding
the past are useless for the primary purpose of saving life. and lack of food must not
be made the sport of politics. It is essential. however, that a Commission should be
appointed in due course to ascertain the causes of this famine, to apportion responsi--
bility and. even more, to prevent the recurrence of a similar calamity. For the.
present we may leave the Governments in Whitehall.- New Delhi and Caloutta, all of
whom have failed in their duty, to share their degree of blame for lack of prevision
and for the acute distress that has prevailed in Bengal, Orissa and portions of Southern
India. Fortunately the people of Great Britain, the United States and other more.
favoured countries have been roused by the ories of the dying. The new Viceroy.
Lord Wavell, acted wisely and promptly in personally visiting Bengal in the very early
days of his viceroyalty and in invoking the assistance of the military authorities in the
distribution of food. The Government of India have also been moved to more
offactive action. The Preas in this country, Indian and Europeen, and‘ members of
the Central Legidlature have nobly discherged their duty fn bringing to light the
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tragedy and in inviting help. A epecial meed of praise is dus to the ~Statesman’”
which in spite of criticism has displayed courage and wisdom in exposing hur.ger and
misery. We are also grateful to friends in the British Isles and to Dominions. guch as
Australia, Canada, New Zealand and South Africa. which have sent or have promised
to send food. Lest but not Jeast the people of India in their thousands regadless of
oreed and race—for famine is no respecter of persons—have responded with
keenness and sympathy to appeals from Bengal by the despatch of large sums of
money. olothing end food end the oreation of charitable organisations in Calcutta and
-elsewhere.

The efter-effects of famine ere likely to be acute end prolonged. They wil

necessitate medsures to rehabilitate the impoverished, to continue the importation of
food Into India and Bengal and to prevent the further disintegration of rural life in
the stricken ereas. Disease, opidemio and otharwise, frequently follows famine and
it (s to be hoped that adequate steps will be taken to prevent and deal with cholera,
dysentery and malaria. Though Bengal and some other important tracts have been
the principal victims, the whole of Indie has suffered and iz suffering from the
devastating effects of asarcity and high prices. Food is not elways easy to obtein.
The prices of grains and other necessaries have soared beyond the means of the poor
and show no signe of appreciable abatement despite assurances from Government.
Millions in thig country are eating less than even the subnormal diets of previcus days. ’
The rise in the coat of wearing apparel, fuel and cocking utensils has been phenomenal
and much higher than In the cese of essentials in Great Britain and the Dominiona.
The oultivator may heve benefited by the inoreased sale price of wheat, rice and other
grains, but he has now to pay three and four times what he paid in 1939 for
other necessapies. We hear a great deal of inflation and its cauges but not so much
of effective remedies beyond increased taxation and loans. Lessis said of the huge
expansion of paper money and of the orying necessity for the production in India of
far more consumer-goods. The control of prices. too. is at present largely on paper.
But we of the well-to-do classes are also to be blamed. How many of us have
reducgad our expenditure on unessential articles or have abandoned luxuries or have
helped to take effective action against profiteers and other anti-social offenders ? In
this connection, | would invite your attention to the “Grow Moare Food Campaign”
too tardily started by governments in India but deserving of our active support.
“There must still be hundreds of thousands of acres of culturable lands in India which
at present lie fallow and which could be used to feed large numbers of people. This
is an urgent necessity, for the end of war may well see a shortage of food throughout
the world.

The Political Situation in India.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I can only repeat what I said in my presidential address
at the All-India Conference of Indian Christians held in Delhi in March this year that
at present there iz a general feeling among Indians of frustration. On all sides we
.seem to be faced by difficulties. Like most Liberals and not a few Congressmen I

believe that some of our present day evils are due to the defection of the Congress
Ministries in 1939, The immediate consequence of their departure was a reversion
to absolute rule in many of the most important provinces in India. We are back
constitutionally to 1860 for after that year there were at least Legislative Councilg
in the large provinces. I was and on paper still am an eleoted member of the United
Provinoces Legislative Assembly, but my .mouth and those of my colleagues in that
body have been closed for over four years through no fault of curs. We are power-
less to influence Government decisions or to teke any share in the administration.
We have no contral over expenditure and cannot -even elicit information through
questions. A more pitiable situation it is difficult to imegine | ! o

Another ‘mistake made by the Congress was their refusal to form cealition
ministries. Neerly five years ago I pleaded in our Assambly with the Ministers and
outside with Pandit Jawaherlal Nehru for the oreation of a Ministry in the United
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Provinces composed of members of the Muslim League and other important interests
in addition to membere of the Congress Party. There were ample precedentsin
Great Britain for the constitution of coalition governments. All wes in vain. The
High Command. it was believed. was averse to any such change and that was the
end of it. 1 stato these facts with all the more regret since ! had defended the
Congress Ministries in the London ‘Times' in 1939 against what seemed to me the
one-sided and unfair attacks of the late Sir Michael O'Dwyer. and am still of opinion
that much valuable constructive work both in the legislative and social spheres was
donae by them during their brief term of office.

, 'The Congress resolution of August. 1942, was a great blunder. Many of us
_condemned it at the time es likely to result in viclence even though such was not
jntended. Experience has shown that mass disobediencs is both a dangerous and
double-edged weapon. Dangerous. since it inculcetes in the masses habits of
registance which ere subversive of order and discipline, and double-edged in view of,
the “possibility. nay probability. of its being used on occasion ageinst its quondam
supporters. ‘What, for instance. wasand is there to, prevent the Muslim League
from using this weapon against the Congress. or tenants and land-owners from refu-.
sing enmasse to pay rent and land revenue ? But if the Congress are to be blamed.
for sins of omission and commission, the Government of India and the British
Government are also open to legitimate oriticism. Instead of declaring a complete
change of policy at the commencement of the wer by filling the Governor-General's
Executive Council with representative Indians they wera content with suggesting
. advisory committees forgetting that no self-respecting Indian locked or can lock.
upon these as substitutes for the possession of exeoutive power. Further, no
representative Conference of Indian leaders was summoned by the then Viceroy
either in 1939 or at any time subsequently to ' discuss not only the political situation
but the institution of measures for the protection of India and for escertaining the
best method of helping the Allied cause, Most thinking pecple realized on the out=
break of war that it would be long ard bitter and not a few anticipated the entry of
the Japanese sooner or later on the side of Germany. If Sir Stafford Cripps had
come to-Indie with his propesals in 1939 or early in 1940 instead of 1942, 1
venture to state that there would have been an excellent prospect of their general
acceptance and that India would heve been a happier country today. There had
been then no ory of Pakistan as we know it in its present form and no threat of mass
oivil disobedience. Under present conditions. however. we are face to face with e
divided India, with thousands of cur fellow countrymen. inoluding meny prominent
and popular leaders. in prison, the retention by European officials of the key depart-
ments of Finance, Defence and Home in the Government of India; a complete
absence of popular government in large portions of India, swollen prices, general
distress and. last but not least, famine in large and densely populated areae. The
éuggesiionl of well-known Indian leadera and of Non-Party Conferences composed of
moderate men sincerely anxious to'bring about peace between the Government and
the peopls have been brushed aside without assigning any reasons. Attempts to
- approach Mehatma Gandhi in order to escertain his views and those of the Congress
* ‘Working Committee in regard to the present political situation have been consistently
refused on the plea that it was essential for Congress leaders first to denounce apenly ’
what they had previously commended. It is of little use. however. to dwsll at length
.on past mistakes on this side or the other. A more profitable. though a much more
‘diffioult, task is to decide what practical steps oan be teken for a solution of the
present deplorable situation. -

The Communal Problem.

The chief problem that faces India at the present time—and it is most compli-
.cated—is the communal issus, that is to say. the tension between Hindus and Muslims
-or» to put it into more concrete lenguage, between the Cengress - on the one side and

_-ths Muslim League on the other. Governments in India have failed to solve it. In fact.
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tLeir past actions and atfitude bave aggravated separatist tendencies. By us also
opportunities alas! have been lost more than once. If only in years gone by. when
g scheme for a federaled India was on the anvil and later approved by the British
Parlisment in the Government of India Aot, 1935, the majority community had
agreed to the grant of large residuary powers tothe provinces, or if the Cripps
proposals in spite of certain defects hed been accepted. it is probable that the present
communal impasse weuld not have arisen or would at least have been less tense.
Now the question before us is whether the India of the future shsll be undivided or
partitioned. As a Liberal and an Indian Christian—end in either capacity a
ropresentative of minority interests—I have never concealed my pers.onal view in
favour of a unitary Government in this sub-continent and I believe that outside the
Muslim League thix opinion is shared by ail minorities such as the Scheduled Castes, -
Indien Christians, Sikhs and Parsie. We would greatly prefer that a self-governing

India should at least start under one Central Government~even though with provin-

ces autonomous save for a few subjeota such as Defence and Foreign Affairs—and

be divided only If the experience of 15 or 20 years shows that partition is essential

I believe thatIam right in stating thatin Sovifet Ruesie, while the right of the

various composing nations to freedom of self-determination is recognized, including

the right to secede and form independent states, no nation in spite of religious and
linguistio differences has so far parted from the Central Government. The existence

of two separate Indias with their own armies. tariffs and forsign relations may well
be conduclve more to mutual strife then harmony especially when, a3 has often

happened In Europe. the mincrity In one area is likely to appeal from time to time to

the mejority in the contiguous zone. Strangely enough, the Muslim League, while
regarding stetutory guarantees at the Centre as nugatory for the purpose of protect-
ing Muslim minorities: stresses ita desire to give the same guarantees to minorities in -
Pekistan. Then. too, it must not be forgotten that, whereas Muslims in the proposed
Hindu India will be a small minority, in Pakistan the Hindus of Bengaland the
Hindus and Sikhs of the Punjeb will form large and, may be, diffioult minorities. It
is one thing. however. forusto procleim the opinion of the majority and quite
another to win the acceptance of those who are opposed to it, especially when the
opposition consists -of large and Influential Muslim minority olaiming millions of
edherents. And if it is not possible to secure voluntary acceptance what is to be’
done? If. as some say. physical forceis the only remedy.itis indeed 2 truly
terrifying prospect.

The sclution of the problem of minorities in India is more comphcated than in
other tountries beceuse of the large number of Muslims both relative and absolute.
To deny the influence of the Muslim League mey sound well on @ publio platform
but t is not reelistic. There is no easy solution. That is why I deliberataly refrain
- from suggesting eny scheme. There are many in the field, some of them admirable
on paper. but none hes so far been acceptable to both the Congress and the Muslim
League. There are those who tell us that the departure of the Britisk from Indla will
lead to an early removalof communal difficulties. It passes my oomprehensmn.
however, why the same persons do not tell us now what the solution will be.’ I
repeat that the problem of minorities is extremely diffioult and cannot be decided by
easy generslisations. I have no doubt in my mind that it was the main cause of the
Creat war of 1914 and the World War of 1939, and shall content myself with
oiting only the instancea of Alsace-Lorraine, Czecho-Slovakie, the Balkan States,_
Poland end Danzing. The Treaty of Versailles and the Minorities CGuarantes
Treaties signed by many powers twenty years ago and more did not remove it. And
this complex problem is not confined to Europe. It exists within the British
Commonwealth. for example. in South Africa end Irelend and, as recent experience
shows, in Burma and Ceylon. Itisa world problem and will be one of the crucial
-difficulties calling for solution at the next Peace Confersnce.

In these circumstances my own view is that no final decision can or should
reasonably be expeoted inthe midst ofa world catastrophe on the question of
. Pakistan. No one can prediot with any confidence what will be the precise nature
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of the rsconstructed world, For instance. will nations in future stand alone orin
federated groups ? If the latter, what will be the rights and powers of such groups
and pationalities? These ere vital questions which will have to be deelt with and
decided by & World Conference on which we must insist that India should be -
represented. It may well bethat a solution of -the problem in Europe may
be of help tousin india. I would appeal. therefore. as 1 did Jast March and in
previcus recent years. to Hindus, Muilims and others to postpone any final
judgment on the cne side or the other till peace has been restored. One thing at any
rate is cortain. It is that talks of fighting for or against Pakistan or of civil war are
highly injurious. Do such speakers realise the implicationa of what they say ? How.
for -instance. and where, will the fight commence and with what weapans? The
only fighting™ that one can visualize is communal rioting on a large acale with e
resulting intensification of ill-feeling. If the recent experiences of intsrnal turmeil
in Spain has any lesson for the world, it is that bloodshed and destruction in a civil
~ war do not lead to a permanent solution of a country’s difficulties.

Immediate Action,

1

As regards what should be done in the immediate future it seems to me that
either wo must acquiesce in the continuance of the present situstion at any rate tilt
the War iz over or make an eoffective attempt to reach st least @ temporary sclution.
The first alternative iz no doubt that whioh commends itself to the Cabinet in
England and the Government of Indin 8z a whole. 1t has the merit of shelving the
difficulty "and of imposing an outward calm. Iam of opinion. however., thetit
cannct commend itself to right-thinking persons. [t is a case of crying peace where
there is no peace. No Indian, whatever his party or creed, is satisfied with the
oxisting form of Government either atthe Centre orin many provinces. Its
continuance will only lead to inoreased underground discSntent and further deplo-
rable tension between the British and Indian races at the end of the war. Large
sections of opinion in the U.S.A. as well asin Great Britain sympathise with us on
this point. The present policy of the British Government of insistence on an agreed
scdlution by Indians. theoratically justifiable though it may appear, is as ungracious as
it ig undignified- No ruling power cen legitimately fold ita hands and stand sloof in
questions of vital importance whether in India or olsewhere. Great Britain did not
adopt thia attitude in dealing with the problem of self-government in Canada, South
Africa or Ireland. They and we must try again end yet ageain until & sclution
jg reached. -

As regards the second alternative it seems to me that the first thing is for the
Viceroy and the Government of India to allow an approach to be made to Mahatma
" Gandbhi as soon as possible. We Liberals do not share all the political and economic

views of the Mahatma and we have often deplored some of his aotions. but there is
no doubt that he is the leading personality in the largest political party in India and
enjoys very great influence and prestige among the Indian masses. while hiz name ia
* known to millions in Europe. America and Africa. No reelly satisfactory solution.
therefore, even temporary, -can be seoured without his acquiescence,. if not support.
The late Viceroy and his Government made, [ venturs to think. a great mistake in-
not allowing a respensible Indian leader, such as Mr. Rajagopalechari or the
American statesman, Mr. Phillips, to approach Mahatma Gandhi. India would not
have been reduced to chaos if these and other responsible persons had questioned
Mr. Gandhi on his views on the existing political impasse and on the means for
ending it. If ho had asked and still asks, es is probable. that the opinion of members
of the Congress Working Committee should be ascertained. I would impose ne
conditions on their meeting and deliberations. Knowing Mr. Gandhi's consistently
strong views on non-violence, we cannot expect him or them to admit responsibility
for the deplorable and wicked acts of sabotage which tock place in August and
gubsequent months last year or even to cancel their resolution of August, 1942.
Self-respecting and patriotic men., who have sacrificed much. cannot reasonsbly ba



16

expeoted to denouncs. their pest. All that is necessary is for the Congress to treat
that resolution as a duad letter. I believe that this will be done. For this purpose I am
of opinfon that the Congress leaders should be relessed unconditionally. Many of
the rank and file, including scores of members of legislatures, are now out of jail and
the number of releases is increasing end will. I hope, increase. It is unjustifiable
to detain men and women in jail without trial and without their being supplied even
with the reasons for their detention. Further. I do not believe for a moment that
the Congress leeders would advocate peace with Imperielistic Japan or renounce
their anti-Fascist attitude. '

The next step would be & conference between them and the leaders of the
‘Muslim League and representatives of other important minorities and interests with
- the'immediate object of forming composite National Governments at the Centre and
in- the Provinces. In 1941 1did whatI could through personal interviews to
persuade Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Jinnah to meet each other but fajled. Others
have similarly failed. In thia connection I wish to say that no party hes been more
pressing In its desire to see a sottlement between the Congress and the Muslim
Loague then the Indian Communists. In spite of our holding views different
from theirs in certain important matters all honour is due to them for what they have
tried to do. For several years I have openly and privately pleaded that the Vicercy
should hold a conference of leading representatives of different parties and let India
know the result of their deliberations. It is only at such & conference, for instance,
that the full implications of a scheme such es Pakiastan can be adequately ‘discussed.
At present we are in the dark as to details. These. no doubt, are governed by
principles but the latter not infrequently have to be modified after a discussion of
dotaila. Anyhow, it is at least possible that a temporary solution would be reached at
such a conference and National Governments be formed throughout India composed
of representative perions. ¥ feel confident that at any rate the younger generation
of our countrymen on whom the future of India will inoreesingly-rest weuld bring
pressure on the leaders of the different parties, whose views perhaps age has fixed,
to come to a settlement. Surely compromise is still a virtue even in our distracted
world. Let us listen to the worda of Burke: “All goverament, indeed every human
benefit and, enjoyment, every virtue and every prudent act is founded on -
compromige.” If. however. the conference is not saccessful, the peaceful and often
effective method of arbitration should be tried. If even that failed, India and the
‘world outside would at least know where the bleme lay. For my own part, as I said
in December, 1940, and Merch. 1943, at All-India Christian Conferences and also
at the Lucknow Provinciel Non-Perty Conference in December, 1941, “I would
not mind if all the members of the Governor-General’s Council were Hindus, or
Muslims. I would not object if they were all members of the Congress or the
Muslim League. because I feel that in nine out of ten questions no friction op
difference on communal grounds osn possibly arise.” |

Post-War Reconstruction.

Nowhere in ‘the world is this problem mere pressing than in India. Ag
compared with European ocountries. though fortunately we have not syffered from
the terrible effects of bombing from the &ir, more leeway has to be made up since,
whether in education. economio or social development, we sare far behind the
United Kingdom and the Dominions. For the world at large I imagine that the
main objeots of post-war reconstruction will be to devise a scheme for the preser-
vation of world peace, the settlement of international disputes and the guarantes of
seourity by some international orgenisation. There must also be great economio and
social changes as well as protection against world-wide economic anarchy. The main
function of any Central or Provincial Committees which have bsen or will be
forrned in Indie for the purpose of reconstruction, apart from temporary though
difficult end important adjustments consequent on the return of hundreds and
thousands of soldiers, will bs to lay the foundations of a well-planned economy which
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will increase the ‘oultivation of food. improve: egricultural methods. expand rurel
- Teconstmiction and industries, liquidate illiteracy. and raise the standard of living.
For ell these Indians have been orying far fifty years and more. After the war
large numbers of Indiens with technical training will be released for civil duties.
Full use should be mads of their knowledge and exparience. Large mums of money
wil! have to be borrowed as well as taken from current revenues for the latter alone
oan never solve the limitless needs of the future India. The large and gratifying
reduction in the ,sterling debt of India during the present war will be of help for this
purposa. .In any case we must think in crores and not in lakhs. A sohema has recently
been adumbrated by the Government of India for a national system of = education and
a oommittee: has also; been - formed to frame proposals “for the improvement of
health conditions throughout India.. We wish well to_ both projeots but at the samae

time express the hope that & reasonable time limit will be presaribed for thair practiosl
fruition ‘and .that the huge suma required will be forthooming. Schemes have a tendenoy
to.'cover hundreds of pages on paper and then to hibernate. . Ladies and gentlemen,
of one thing we may be certain—it is that the reconstructed world will be different
from ours and that India ~cannot and will not be left unaffected. A new and better
social order is the dominant, théme of the different ideclogies af the present time
end we must be prepared for far more socialistio and less capitalistia conditions
than those prevailing at present. Surely this adcords with the Libaral oree which,
though opposed to totalitarian tyranny In any form, is equally . egainat the dicta-
torship of privilege .and vested interests .and . demands that all without distinotion
of receand creed should have equal opportunities for a full life. . . |

" Indians Overseas.

_"A_-m(?ng" ‘the questions~~&nd they aré happily many—on which there s
unanimity' 'of opinion among Indians none is more important or pressing then that of
our counfrymen overseas. -Curicusly enough. this problem is the direct oreation of
the British ‘Government and the Government of Indfa in the past.© To countries such
as South’ Africa, thé West Indies, ‘Mauritius end Fijl Indians were sent by
Government {in s gontinuous streain under the evil system of indenture now. happily,
abandoned. In mone of these countries has the experience of our brothers and
gisters baen really-satisfactory-in spite of thelr industry, thrift and law-abiding nature.
Strangély, these good points. ‘creditable to colonists all aver the world, kave in the case
of Indians led fo''opposition and hestile action on the part of jealous opponents. In
South: Africe Indians have suffored ‘under a systern of deliberate filching of political
and'municipal rights previously- enjoyed by them. of deprivation of citizenship in .
large" areas, of oppressive ‘legislation and broken promises. The South African
Pegging Aot this year. as unnecessary as it is harsh and vindiotive; is only one more
‘manifestation” 'of 4- deep-rooted anti-Indian ‘feeling. - From- personal exparience of
South Africa. es Agent-General from 1932 4 1935. and of other portions of
Africe in which Indians reside. I say without hesitation that the oolour-bar is all
» pervading. , It is the most sinister and cruel of all bars for egainst it there is no

" possible redress. .It is artificial for it does not-exist among children or the
unsophisticated ‘nor in_oertain countries, €.g., Now Zealand, end it is more prevalent
among the- Anglo-Sazon than the Latin races. In .South Africa Boersand Britith
equally supportits continuance though it is fair to say -that the courageous though
microgoopia minority opposad to it all honour to-them) is corpossd almost entirely of
British, stook or their descendants. Some progresa has been made in recent years in
the. education of Indiansin South. Africa butunless and until the municipal and
political franchise is restored or extended to them on the samo terms as .Europeans
enjoy jt—of this. unfortunately, I see no prospect—there is no hope of Indian
oontentment. - Speeches by Viceroys or by our countrymen are altogether ineffective.
Europeans in South Africa ridicule and ignore them. They know full well that the
British Cabinet pleads helplossness and that oclour prejudice has increased even in
Great Brifain during this century to the extent that many hotels and boarding houses
refuse to admit Asiatios and Africans in London. Edinburgh and elsewhers, in spite of
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their belng British subjects and in spite, too, of the absence of such inhibiticns'in thg
pre-war continent of Europe. They are also aware that in countries su?h as }(enj_ra’.
which ere directly under the British Colonial Office. Indians do not enjoy the same
rights and privileges as men and women of British race or even aIEenn from Europe
end America. In India also colour prejudice cannot be said to have disappeared and
it still raises its hoad from time to time, though with less prominence ‘than of old.
Retaliatory measures against South Africa. economic or political, howwer-mgch we
may sympathise with them, are likely alas | to be of little practical benefit. for India
exports to South Africa far more goods than she recsives and the numbe_r of South
Africans in -India is infinftesimal. One reform and that elone will have a
permanently salutary effect and that is pressure thrc_mgh peacefu]' neg_oti&tiqni. if
posslble, but by a self-governing India exercising full authority over her armed foroes.
Meanwhile it is essential that all the. countries of Asia at the next peace Conference
should bring the question of the tolour bar prominently tothe front. ' Asiatics and
Africans everywhere will demand its removal and they will have many supporters
emong _people of European and: American nationality. - Imperielism, throughout the
world, has been largely responsible for entagonisms based on colour or race but-itis a
dying force at least in Asie. - We must see to it that it -perishes and that it> has no
resurraction. T S
! . Indiun Stntél.
Liberals have consisfently urged reforms and' political progress in- the Indian
States as well as in British India. It is obviously impossible for contiguous terrifories
not to be affected by each “other's conditions. In such cases there is dlways
mutual interaction, If self-government, for instance. has been declared to be the
goal in the near future of Indians in British Indie, it i inconceivable that their
brethren in Indian States, with whom. they are gonnected by ties of language,
oulture, oustoms and religion should not have similar aspirations. States.in India are
at present admittedly in. different stages of. political and educational evolution, but in
all it should be the declared po]iosi of their Rulers to, prepare their people as rapidly as
possible for full responsible government. . This can be done by more and yet more
- education, by extension of looa), self-government and through' State assemblies and
other representative institutions with responsibility as well. as power. These and-
other reforms are the more desirable in large States whose resources .are greater and
where political movement. whether open or veiled. is stronger and more . persistent,
Princes have one advantage over the British Government in that they belong to the
same race and soll as- their subjects and are:permanent reeidents -of the: pountry,
All the more reagon why they 'should do their utmost to asscoiate themsselves.,with
their people and their people with them. .At the sametime it.is very -desirable that
subjects of Indian States should resort. only.to constitutional.methods for reforms
and redress of their grievances, since ‘mass. action is squally double-edged ‘whether
praotised in British India or in the States. ' "

. . 1 - Conclusion, . L U S AL R R
Ladies and Gentlemen. let us not'be pessimistio in “regard to the Future” oF
bur country. When we look round the world today we heer of the terrdible ravages
of war in almost every country in Eurape as well as in ‘China and South-Easé " Asig.
Hundreds of  thousands have been killed and permanently ‘disabled, Héuizisiﬁi‘;b fownsd
have been destroyed it -whole or in part, freé - countries have beer aub‘iugated-’iﬁd
orushed.” while theif economic structure lies shatfered. Thank God, in this countiy
we have so far been spared the direct horrors of war. We know, too, that there'is
an inoreasing number of men and women in different countries who long for & bottes
world after the war in whioh Force and race prejudics will dot be the only sanctions.
Thoas who are not egainst us are for us. - With them let us take heart. - Even ot
imperative {3 the duty cast on each and all of us in India to spread’ ﬁéace and good:
will among our fellow oitizens and to dispel dissensions: The future of India ltes with
hor people, United we stand | With this as cur motto no bower on earth vah sto‘i;
us from reaching in the near future the inspiring goal Of frée-mén “end fres women
in a free country. 7S R
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Second Day s Pmeedmgl.

. Tl:e 24th gession of the Nahone! beeml Federation re-eeaembled at the Sir
Jeevanji Mody Hall on Thursday. the 30th December 1943 with Raja Sir Maharej
-Singh in the ohair. After passing a resclution of ocondolence on the sad deeths of
Prof. Nibaran Chandra Ray. one_of the ex-General Secreteries of the Federetion.
Mr,” Sohrab Wedia and Mr. C. L. Narayan Sastri the President oalled upon
Mr. Vinayek Rao to move the following resclution.

1. Tpe War.
¥ ..-Mre E Vineyal:a Row (Madras) moved the Fdlowing resolution :—

- The Nahonel Ltbere] Federahon of Indm records its deap semfaction
at the success of the Allied arms on-all fronts, in particuler It views with
-pride-the splendid part played by the Ind:en soldiers in Africe, Italy and
other theatres of War.

Lo -

" 'The Federation eppeals to the people of Indie to assoviate themselvea
with the war -effort till Victory it attained. At the 4ame time It desires
to impress on the Central-and Provinclal Governments the absolute neceasity
‘For creating the political and psychological conditions essential to enable
* Indians to consider the War az their own and to exert their maximum affort
'w]th a vlew to ensure the apeecly victory of the Alhen . o

Mr Vmayal:a Row aaid e - .; :

.

P Premdent. brother delegaten Jadiea and gentlemen. 1 have great plealure ip
mcmng thm renolutmn for the first and most important reason that it is not et all con-
trovemal It iv one on whnoh there | iz perfeot unanimity of opinion. The sentiments .
oxpreszed mthu resolution will oommand general ecceptance from: every group of
Jpolitical opinion ingluding the governments and their servants both at the centre and
dn the proyinces; ,Itise subject on which both the government .and the people ere
at one, Iem aware thet one important palitical party has allowed its leader to say that.
thet section does not co-operate with the war effort of the government for the simple:
wreason that oertmn impoeslb]e demands made bg that gection were pot aonoeded . by
'the government, o JOU know who made that statement. and who that leader  is. He
has not made only one statoment, biat he has made several statements and his state-
amunts stand-thet hiz party does not oi-operate with the governmert for the resson
that the demands inade by it with reference to-its representation have not been oon-
asded by government. . But .that has not deterred individual members of that party
From co-opérating and meny importent members of that party have: participated in
the war effort-one grand soale. Az far as the Liberal Party is ‘concerned, ever since
the war was declared. we have been urging our countrymen to co-operate in the war
effort' of the Government of India and thé local Government. : We dre groatly pleased
‘that the Yide of-wér has definitely turned in favour of the United Nations. - Viotories -
%have been Won of a ‘grand scile, both in'the” west- and ‘on thid side. in' the East
"Pacifid, grand viotories have beeh 'won. The German Navy such as it was dnd the
zubmarme cémpaign of the 'Germans ‘have been brought to & stand-still Tha
?progress of Japan én the seas has beeh broughtto a- stop. On land they ‘are stil} -
eomewhal strong. **But very soon, the urmios of the United Nations will begin the
offenmve for which megnificfent plans have beon made. I have no doubt that vérb
aoon our v:etenous armies will mereh mlo Burme and open the roed to Chine.

) Frorm eIl thm I sey wo can see indmations. not only indlaaﬁone but progno.u.
{eationi of an early termination of the war, definitely on the west and in the eest, very
800D per]iap: much gooner than people criginally imegined.: This is & sourcs of great
gatisfaoticn. ‘The Americans are glad over it ; the Britsth are glad over it: end. we
too arer gled over it. - Our-oontributions to thie result have been megnificient, if you
‘considér the relative strength. eomomicallyandfinenma]]y of our .country in com-

perison with America and England.
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In manpower, India has contributed something like two million combatants to
the fightmg sorvices. And India's war effort in the menufecture and supply of
munitions and hundreds of other requirements of war. With India as the base. has
been splendid and superb. Qur soldiers have won on every front, have done enor-
mous deeds of valour and military renown. India has every cause to be leglhmately
proud. We are also glad that the Commander-in-chiof recently issued a press state- -
ment in which he acknowledged in most handsome terms the great part played by India
in the victories won and the great part she will still play in the vu:tones that are to be
won, In the near future. ) .

But it s sad to point out, but it is my duty to_point it out, that Mr. Churohill,
the Premier, in the various speeches made by him after the North African Campaign
" referred to the great part played by the armies that came from the Dominions. He
specficelly mentioned South Africa, Nez Zealend; Australia but he forgot to mention
India. You will all recall the statoment, where at & moment of viotory.“after the
North Afrjoan Compaign, he announced in a generous mood the assistance he had
recelved from the other United Nations - he mentioned America, South Africe, New
Zealand, and Australia - but he did not like to say in the same breath Indza I would
not mind it if ho said India in the second sentence or in_the thu-d sentence. or in
another statoment, I must say. with great regret that such an. unportant pohtlcuan as
the Premier of England has not acknowledged in handsome terms the. gallant services
rendered by the Indien ermy in winning these victorious compaigns. , It wag lefttoa
subordinate lmb of the Government, not even the Viceroy but the Commander-in-
ohief in India, a subordinate limb of a subordinate government, to accord due recog-
"pition to the gallant victories won by our goldiers. Mr. Amery is the Secretary of
state for India, the oustodien of all India interests, but he too did not :ﬁal:e any
official statement on the floor of the House of Commons or on any proper ooccasion.
India is entitled to expect such a statement. But it does not matter. Let us rejoice
that 6ur soldiers have done such splendid work. When the time comies, at the Peace
Conferencs our people can say “Hereare we representing two million soldiers who
pleyed such & great part in meking that' Viotory possible, making it possible for the
representatives of the United Nations to sit together at the Peace table, reprosentatives
who, we are told, will dictate terms to Germany and Japan. But I hope they will riot
diotate terms ‘under whioch India will evolve indopendenca, Thope they will sit and
Iisten and tbey will then beer in mind the part played by the Indlan soldlers "

+ The aeuond -part of tbe resolutxon urges the people ta. oonl:lnue to give the same
-aupport to the war effort. 'What is the reeson? The reason is, that unless Victory is
‘won and apeedily won. the sufferings of the people of India, politically and economically,
will continue. Not a day should be allowed to.pass which will deley the achievement
-of that Victory It is so sadly, so sorely needed by m.lllxons of our aountrymen- P

- '

- - b} b,
War efforh of oQurse, means among- othar thmgs. gmng ohaque: to various

. ‘war funds. There too we have played a big'part.- The workers in army. ordinance
and other factories. workers in the transport industry, those who sngage in
the manufacture and supply of a hundred items which our armies requires with
,India as the base of operations—these play a great part. All these thlngs will bave
'to be produced as fast as possible and as muoh as possible without any delay. That
«can be done only if there is the appropriate atmosphere making gvery one feel that the
‘work and i one's own work. Itis a part of our duty to appeal to the sentiment and
imagination of the people. But to areate the necessary psychologioal and. politioal
.conditions neaessary for every Indian to fesl that this is our War, that the wer is
meant also for our own bensfit, that Viotory will bring to India all the aspirations
she has been aherishing these years—deferred promises have not much praatical
velue. Pecple would like to know what exactly we are going to get.. Something
must be done here and now. More than a promise of something coming after the
war. it is much better to know at this stage, what, when the war is over. would be
quentumn of freedom that we .could expect palitically and economuaﬂy. without
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further promiscs and without further delay. This oan be done. We have been
urging towards that end. the complete Indianisation of the army. [ have got only e -
few statistics to give you at the present time. In Septembar 1942, the ratio of Indian
officers to British officers in Indian Artillery was 1: 64. Indian Corps of Engineers
1: 33, thatis for every Indian officer. there were 33 British officers. In the
armouradCorpu 1: 25, Indian Army ordinance Corps 1: 163.

Tahng all the services, in the army it wes 1: 45, Navy 1: 24 and Air
Foroe 1: 65. Y expect that owing to the exigencies of war and recent recruitments
to emergency commissions, the percentage now iz slightly higher. Enough young
men could be recruited from our Universitics: there are enough men who are.
anxious to join the services. It is for the Government to make usa of these resources.
It is not too much to hope. ! believe, that by the time we meat next Christmes, I
shall be in a position be tell you that the proportion of Indian officers has increased
in every branch of the Indian Army. Satisfaction in the army in every direation and
every rank and branch of it. is the first political and psychological condition which
in necessary to make every man feel that this war is our own war. Nothing is,s0°
valuable in fighting e :a_feeling that one .fights nol only for one’s own present
security and military honour but also for the security and honour of posterity., That
fealing Government must create in our soldiers and sailors and airmen. -

. - %
* ] believa that our _nppaal will be sovépted and momething will be done in
this respect. . o o e T

Mr V K. ‘Shastri (Bombay) in seconding the reaolution said:

Ihave great pleasure to see that throughout this year there has been conti-
nued success to the allied arma, both on the diplomatio and military fronts. Butitise
malter of regret that our Secretary of State, Mr. Leopold Amery has not oared to say
-one woni about Ind1a s part in these successes.

The second part of this resolution s very important and we cannct lay too great
an emphasis on the necessity of creating appropriate political and psychological condi-
tions. It is very essential in order to bring about these conditions, that the political
leaders now in jail must be released. That must, be the first step in order to create
the proper politioal atmosphere. Another thing that must be done is to see that the
government both at the centre and the provinces are manned by real representatives
of the people, whoever thay mey be and to whatever party they may belong. Itis
necessary for creating the proper conditions for winning this war and makingita
real peoples’ wan the present pohtioal deadlook should be immediately ended and the
present govemmant subahtuted by a government wlnch can oommand the respect

and muhdenca of the oountry

ST

' Mr Shapurh N~ Guzdar (Bombay) lupportmg the resdution smd

Iwnll touch on pomtn wlnch have been unwnttlngly omitted by tho qantlomon
\who spoka before g ..

Su' Cawas;ee Jehangu' in hia speeoh as Clmrman of ths Raoeption Committae
laid the blame for tho-present.. political deadlock at the door of the.Congress. .The
Prosident Sir Maharaj Singh laid the blame on the Congress and the Government of
India.- .They-were both ‘wrong: The sole blame for tha present deadlook is the
creation of Britich Government alone. All these 150 years of British rule.in India,
the policy adopted was divide and rule. In order to continue that polioy Sir Stafford
Cripps was sent with a most mischievous offer of Pakistan, thus widening the enimity
between parties and countries who could rely on British promises when our past
experionce Was 30 very bitter. _Promises wera broken and insteed of reforms we
‘had Rowlatt auband Jaﬂmnwala Bag ‘ .

- o A . . e kT
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The same thing is going to happen after the ‘war ia over. Our past experienoe
has always basn rather sad. Theré hea beon promise after promise in the lest few
years. But they do not fulfil any of them. There will bs no dearth of enough
Indtana if oompleta mlhtamatzon is applied in this country

Qur first ﬂuty in order to bring about the proper atmesphere in the coustry
for touching the imagination of the psople and rousing the people to a great effort in
support of the wer. after we leava the hall, is for us after reasonable time, say after
& wesk or 30, to meet the Viceroy in & body and agk him that those leaders outside
who want to see Gendhiji should be allowed to see him and enlist his support- Even
a conferenge might be called of representatives of varions parties who are thinking
on theze lines and @ small committes or deputation should ses the Viceroy and ask :
Lord Woavell to see that something is done to resolve tha present deadlock '

With this suggestion I gwe my entire support to this resolution. Tho reaolutlon
was unanimously adopted

-——-uno e

2, THE POLITICAL SlTUATlON

The Rt. Hon'ble V. S Srinivasa Sastri (Madres) moved ‘the Eollowmg
resclution:—

The National Liberal Federation considers that the resolution of
the All-India Congress Committee of August 1942 sanctioning mass' Civil
Disobedience was wrong and ill-oonosived and it deplores and condemns the
sabotage and violence which took™ place last year: At the same time it

disapproves the polioy of the Government of India in continuing to detain
in prison without triel well-known and papuler Indian leadersand in refusing
_ toallow any approach to be madé to Mr. Gandhi end other Congress
. leaders since their incarceration. In view of the present political and war
situation and the fact that Congress is the largest politica! party in India and
last but not least in the hope and beligf that the Congroess leaders will
‘acoept the wishes of millions in this country and agree to treat. the resolution
of August 1942 as a dead letter, the Federation requests the Government
of India to releass these parsons unconditionally. It appeals to these leaders -
when released as well asto the leaders of the Muslim League and the Hindu
Mehsabha and other important pol:tmal parties and interests to convene .
Conference end to to-operate in forming national odmposite Governments
at the Centre and in the Provinces that at the Contra to be treated by the
British Government on the same footing es the Governments of the
Dominions. Such co-operation should be given without prejudice to the
" different view points of the various political parties regarding the future
constitution of India and with the earnest desiro toleave eny important
contraversial matters for decision after the wer. The Federetion iz convinced
that composite National Governments will be of great help in olearing
" misunderstandings batween the various partios--and between them and
Covernment, in increasing mutual confidence and in bringing about oonditions -
which will fecilitate the inauguration of "a satisfactory and workable
constitution for India whon peace bhas been restored. In this connection
. this Federation strongly stresses the continuing obligation” of the British
Government and the Government of India to take carly steps to further the .
aspiratione of tho people and to esteblish National Governments at the.

Contre and in the Provinoces notw;tlmandmg the existence of dOmesho
difficulties. .

‘Mr. Sastri who on rising received & great ovation said: The resolution
expleins itself.  Still I think it will need a short spesch to dot the I's and oroas the t's.
Lot me take its important points one by one. In the firat place you will understand that
this Fodoration desires that Congress lesders should be reloased without any
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gondition and that -then they -should--'egree o treat the' August Tesolution  of
lest-year as a dead lotter. By that statement - we . mean - that :the Congress- lsaders:
whon  released should definitely abandon that resolution. It has no more validity’’
There is no more scope for its operation and the Congress organisation would losé
nothing either in prestige or in opportunity of action by letting this resoution lio deads
That is our earnest request, and we state here that in that request millions of people
in this country join us. That statoment requires little explanation, As far as we see,
the opinion of the country taken as a whole is not in favour of the resclution or what
has followed it by way cf disturbances'in the country. These disturbances were hot:
on a soele which would justify the inference that as a whole the people of the country§
- sympathised with it. Then we know in point of faot that great bodies' of Indisns
stood aloof from -the resolution and ell that it implies. ‘The War effort has not besnt
goriously impeded. The Government has not suffered enything but a slight embar
rassment in the administration of the country or in the prosecution of the war,. That
leads to the ‘olear inference that as a whole the population of India did not endorse’
the resolutics of August 1942 and did not wish that it should stand even on paper ta
o'bstruct in any way the further progress of the country : it

C ot
Do wo say too much when we ask that the Congress shou]d agree in‘-cone
sequonce of the wishes of millions in this country to drop the resclution? 1 do-not
think it is an unreasonable demand to meke. - Then when Congress leaders havd
been released gnd expressly renounced all desire to continue in the spirit of that ‘ree
solution the next step to take aocording to this resolution is that. they: in conjunction
twith the leaders of the Muslim League and the Hindu Maha Sabha and of other political _
parties with interests in the country convene a general conference of leaders of Indid:
These should sit together, pocl their wisdom and patriotism &nd then evolve plans: forr
the immediate future.. Our desive expressly stated here is that these deliberations;
which, we hope. will be in an atmosphere of complete harmony and mutual under
standing, ‘ should -bring about ‘what we desoribe: by two words *national ands
' somposite Governments at the centre and in the provinces”. You will ses, Gentlemen!
therofore that we want the leaders of the Congress.to move away from their originak
spirit and then. agree to collaborate with other leaders in the country of whom I doy
fot think it is an exaggeration to say that' there' are many. They should callaborate?
with these pecple outside their own specific} bodies and in collaboration with -them
sstablish composite -and national Governments in the .country. When we day*
“Composite’ @ word of explanation is necessary and -as that breaks new ground ¥
should like to explicate it by a word. What we mean is that when provinoialt
governments are constituted in. futurs there should not be wholly composed: of-
representatives of that politicel party which may happen to be in power.’ Suppbsing‘r
the Congress ‘were in power in any Provinoe ¢ our suggestion is -that the cabinet op
the ministry they form should - be composed ‘certainly of .a majority of Congress
members but also of 2 fow representatives- of -other’ parties in the interests of:ther
country. In other words we recommend a coalition- government in each provinces
That those Governments would not function properly and efficiently unless at the
top and at the centre there were a similar Government composed of rapresentat:vep
of all perties and interests in the country follows as a matter of course. Then wh
such Governments have been established in the centre and in the provinces we beheve,_
ladies and gentlemen. and I think we can assert it without the slightest hes:tatxon,
that not only our aspirations of the moment will be satisfied in a way but that it is.
a result the Government must heartily and cordially weloome. For to them the
paramount duty today in India is the prosecution of the war which has entered or is
about to on & decisive phase, when India and Japan will stand confronting each
other. It is the peramount interest of the Government that in this country oond:tlons
should be established which will make that war absolutely certain to end upon the sxde
of the allies. Is that too much again? Though by mutuel co-operation all the parties i m-
the country including Congress leaders released unconditionally should agree to

eatablxsh national and oomposnte Gpvernments and with the guidence of the govem._ .
1
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aments not certainly disturbing in any way the responsibilities: of the Commander-in
Chief or the Viceroy in the conduct of that war that in that way we should help in
the re-establishment of peace in the continent. That I think iz a congummation
davoutly to be wished. Our resolution puts that in prominence so that nothing could
e brought against elther the spirit or the language of the resolution that I beg to
move for your acoeptance. ‘

Further down in the resolution we lay down some important propositions

and it is to the most important of them that I next wish to draw your attention.
You may all remember that our greatest compleint today iz that the deadlock.
political and otherwise, seems not to be resolvable for the reason that Government
outs the responsibility for the initiative on the people of .the land. The
Seoretary of State for Indie, followed dutifully by the Viceroy and other spokesmen,
continually repeats what is a very. convenient thing for them that the deadlook
is the result of the unwisdom and discord of the leaders of the country divided into
warring pertiess and. therefore the (Government could do. nothing. until those
toaders changad their ways and beceme friends with each-otherand co-operated. in
in the establishment of conditions favourable to the establishment of a dommon
government. ..] do not know; Gentlemen. how a.Government ruling over 400
millions of pecple armed to the teeth today with all the weapons of force and vidlence
¢hat ocould be Imagined. a Government which hes taken to itself ell the powers possible
end donoeivable and rules with an absolute sway, knows no check whatsoever to .its
euthority—how & Government established in that supreme and .unassailable. position
oan tell the world and hope to be believed by the world that it is not their funotion
at all to Interfere, that their duty is to watch benevolently, perhaps complacently.
perhaps gleefully, while the leaders are not able to come to an understanding and things
should go on the present unsatisfactory and disastrous footing. A Government of
that kind repeating this absurd proposition day after day sesms to me to be
condemning itself out of its own lips. and I should pity the world if the world
believed it. I know the sensible part of the world, either in India or outside. doe;
not believe it. We throw the onus on the Covernment. . We say to them the reg-
ponsibility for the impasse is not ours only.” You are responsible:: By you I mean
the Government. Being responsible for it. it is your business, more than the business
«f any other single party in the gountry. to bring the pecple together. to put ypuuelvei
dn thelr confidence and so to arrange everything without any long delay that a united
.gonstitution is possible not only for the purpose of the war but in the deys éubsequéht
to the war. That is the proposition which we make perfectly clear. “Notwith.
 tanding the existence of domestio diffioulties” we say. The meaning of that Js wa
.do not believe Government when they say that the unity of the country.is not pOBSi
#ble beause there are disturbances and disorders in the country. Disturbances and
«Jiscords there may be, but Government must take dus share in this business and bring
ithe parties together and go ahead bravely as they have -done several times before in
shaping the future constitution of India. . X -

 Then another important prpposltii;ﬁ' la’id d'gw"n‘ here——1I must “make it
.lear we say here when the Central .Goverf'nmpnt must” be treated by the
“Government of DBritain on the same footing. as’ the Government of the
Pominions. We mean that for the war. and during the - war. " You goe the im;i o~
tance of that proposition. It is of the essence to the future administration of the lend
that we should be powerful in determining the future operations of our ocuntry.” W
should be here. I mean the Central Government, what the Sputh'Aff!iéélﬁ"Govéfﬁmeh'i‘
iz in Cape Town or the Australien Government at'Canberra. | We canhot be less thad
:t;l'ley.‘ Any position inferior to them would ‘Put us in_an invidious situation and
prevent us from taking our placs.' which we assert with all efphasis to be one of
agmplete equality with the dominions and. as it is now understood constitutionally,
with Greet Britain herself. Any position less than this is injurious to o — .
-and we cannot accept it. We therefore demand that, a National composits Govern’
ment esteblished et the centre should be treated as any *Domihion Government
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I.hat we want to oocupy the pcmtzon whxch these ‘Governments oooup:ecl yesterday.
What we mean is we should occupy a position which they are going to cccupy ay
pert of the arragements of postwar reconstruction in the British ’Commonwealth. If
their position changes for the better. our position changes correspondingly. We do
pot mean to be for one mament less than they in this pohncal arganisation. Wha;
‘We say here about the Conlntunon of India for the future must bs accepted by the
Govarnment as fully famhtahng their work. We are willing to concede that lharo

should be no definite and final constitution established during .the war. What wa ‘
have aaked is that provmonal centra should .be treated practically as a Domimon
Government ‘Wa do not pretend for one moment that by the law. by the consti-
tution, we should be:made a dominion, but we want equal treatement with the
Domlmona. We only zay that for all practicel purposes the Government of Great
Britam ahou]d treat us as though we were & Dominion Government. That ia to say
in praotxcathe veto of the Viceroy lies aside. subject always to the lngher interests
and demanda of the war. But woe are willing that the enactment of a constitution
for India should lie over till after the war. till a conforence or convention of all the
parties in the oountry takes plece. . You will notice therefore the Liberal Federation
keeps well within the bounds of moderation whep it allows that all the different
points of view.of the varioug political parties regerding the future constitution of
India should be teken into. eccount. and that their earnest desire is to leave important
controversiel mattara till, after tha war. That is why I commend the resolution
heartily for your support. It is not now. we are going to bandle or dstermine
difficult points for the permanent constitution of the country. You know one of the
very great diffioulties raised.is. the: question -of separation of Hindu and Muslim
qinterests into distinot and geparate end perhaps unco-operative provinoes. Qur point
of view is, that that question along with other questions of similar megnitude and
somplexity should nnt be raised during tha war but. should be left over after the war.
When this Federation met in Madras last yeer. it passed & resolution disapproving Paki-
gtan and Hindustan. Of that resolution we say nothing. If ia there. still binding on us-
Woe are againat Pakistan as a‘:Liberal Federation. ' But- we-are willing thet the
settloment of that diffioult question and other questions of a similar order of difficulty
should be postponed till after the war when the convention of all' political parties in
4 better and more harmonious atmosphere will be able to tackle them ‘and settle them
+to-the satisfaction not only of ourselvea but of po:tenty T ocommend this relolution
‘to ycmr tooeptanoe (Cheers) - . 3

The Honble Sir Bejoy Smgh R&y m’seoonding the resolution said: v« ':

' ’-'A"' Ladies and gentlomen, being called upon to speak immediately after the Riqht
‘Hon'ble Srinives Sastri I naturally suffer from a great disadvantage and I do not think
‘that & long speech is necessary in seconding this'resclution after the magnifmient
omhon of our d:itinguwhed coun!ryman and leader. the mover of the motion.

-1 The War has’'now- entered a new phm T‘O the sucoess of the Allicd arms
‘Indxa has made very valuable contributions in men and materials The Indian herces -
dre spilling their blood in the cause of the freedom of the world. ' The famous Eighth
“Army whose achievements fo-day resound through the entire civilised, world consists
“amongst others. a large number of Indians-Hindus and Moslems. Rajputs. Shikhs,
‘Mahrathas and Pathans, besides those excellent soldiers, the Gurkhas from the Hindu

"Kingdom of Nepel We may therefore liope that this supreme sacrifice of so many
noble sons of India and the uniprecedented sufferings of the millions of her peopla due
%o ‘famine and high prices of the meocessities of life would not goin vain. Our
oontnbuhon to the cause of Democracy and vindication of human liberty is great and
when the victorious nations meat for deciding the fate of ‘the world 1 em sure, that
they will have to take into oonmderatmn tlw noble rola played by Indla in tho aohwvo-

“ment of the victory.
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The mere granting of a constitution, however. will not bring us freedom or
enable us to enjoy that freedom even if It brings that freedom to our best advantage.
Our ability to secure happiness for the poorer sections of our countrymen. to raise their
standard of lving. to Inorease their sense of self reliance and self-respect es citizens of
a free country, will depend very much on the economic advancement of the people
through industrialisation, introduction of a better system of agriculture, spread of
eduoation amongst the mazses, and social reform. These are much bigger problema
than even the drafting of a political constitution acceptable to all sections of the pecple,
though political emanocipation ‘alone can make these improvements possible
and effective. Situated es we are, India will have to take up the question of
eoonomio regeneration and social improvement almost simultaneously with the
seouring of self-government at the end'of the war. There iz no time to be loat.
Independent countries like England, Russia and China engaged at present in a life
and death struggle have already begun seriously to think of post-war reconstruction
schemes. In our oase it is not merely reconstruction but conmstruotion from the
beginning. Thus India can ill-afford to dissipate her energy and waste her time
in mutual recrimination. Do we realizse that from the point of view of our claim for
freedom it would be suicidal if at the Peace Conference Indian representatives speak
in discordant voices Instead of cleiming freadom on behalf of the entire Indian people.
If they go to the Conference without even an agresment amongst themselves,  at
leest on the fundamental prinoiples of Indian demand, the victorious nations with all
their sympathies for cur aspiratiors will neither have time nor the patience to bring
about unity amongst the Indian political parties at the Conference. o '

1 - '

The Natlonal Liberal Fedoration has never supported direct action. In faot
from 1919 onwards we have dissociated ourselves from such movements. and time
has proved that the National Liberal Federation was right and not other organisations.
I em aure that the day s not far distant when even the Congress and other organisa-
tions that favour direot aotion will revert back to the principles laid down" by the
founders of the National Liberal Federation viz., that the Constitution should be
worked to its best edvantage end that political rights should bs seoured and expanded
through oreation of healthy constitutional conventicns. One of the points urged in
the motion before the Conference is that the Congress should treat its resolution of
Auguat 1942 as & dead letter. I venture to submit that the decision of the Congress
In pessing that resolution was extreemely unfortunate. It hag not improved the
oause of India’s freedom and has not in any way advanced ocur political unity. .. .T-heré
was divergence of opinion even in the Congress camp regarding -the policy [' foro-
shadowed in the resolution and I am glad to say that the overwhelming majority ‘of
my countrymen stood away from the movement. It is time that the leaders of the
-Congress should realise their misteke and decide to abjure the policy once for all
I am sure Mehatme Gandhi will not hesitate to advise the Congress to do so. The
British Government too have their responsibility in helping the cause of Indie's unit
and politicel settlement and they cannot legititately take up an attitude of indiffero .
by asking us to settle our differences. Our responsibility is no doubt great but 93]0:
-oannot justify the renunciation of obligation in this matter by the British Govgr:
ment, who have, I regret to observe. largdly contributed to the accentuation 6;
communel differences in India. 1 agree with the mover of the motion that a;
attemipt should be made to set up compesite governments in India, I csn say f -
my experience as a Minister in Bengal for aver a decads that nothing but a ciali:‘c;m‘
‘government can succsed in this country and probably 'Compdsita Governm I:
therefors, is going to be & permanent feature of our future Conatitution. As -
aware communal differences were greatly eccentuated over the question of fo];;xuat?;
of ministry in the U. P. Communal peace can never be secured unless the country ig
ruled by the representatives of both the communities with joint responsibility. So j
the Interest of zettlement of the larger political and constitutional problems :l well as
for helping communal harmony the Congress leaders should be set at liberty es e:'::ll;
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as poasible 50 as to enabls them to discusa the future canatitution first amongst them-
sclves and lstor on with the leaders of other political parties in the country. It will
also expedite termination of administrations under Sec. 93 of the Government of
India Act in several of our provinces. The deadlock must be resolved and let us
bope that both the British Government and the Government of India will not be
lacking in imegination in teking edvantage of the improved political atmosphere in
the ocountry oreated by the changed war situetion. Let the British Government
prove realistio and let the fire of freedom galvanme us a8 it has done the people of
China and Russia. .

Dr. G. S. Mahajani, supporting the resclution said: Mr- President,. Ladies
and Gentlemen: As I analyse it, there are three factors in the present political
situation; ---the loss of self-rule in the provinoes. the growth of separatist tendencies
in the country, end thirdly. the resultant dissociation of the pecple from its administra-
tion and from the world affairs - -~ and this too at a time when long range policics
are being formulated. This isolation in the international saphere is the worst tragedy
of the present deadlock. Now. while I whole-heartedly support the resclution, sg
ably moved by Mr. Sestri. may I just say 8 word in explanation of a somewhat
different solution that I ventured to suggest in the press? It meant in effeot: firat
the withdrawal by the; Congress of its August resclution and then the resumption of
power in the provinces by forming composite Cabinets on the lines of the Swiss
model, to be followed by some suitable arrangement at the centre. The resolution
now placed before you asks the British Government to take the initiative of releasing
the Congress leeders. 1 am not. and in fact no leader. no party could be. interested
in desiring the humiliation of what is admittedly the greatest political organization in
the country. When. therefore. I suggested the withdrawl] of the Congress resolutio
it was on two grounds. First-neither Mr. Churchill, nor Mr. Amery seems to l’e::[
conoerned abou} the deadlock the continuance of which is only hitting our own people,
Politios, after all. is a game;—if one move fails you have to start another. Secondly,
the movement is in the hands of Mahatma Gandhi, who hes often in the past retraced:
his steps. It might be different with a lesser man or a lesser party; but with Gandhi
or the Cngress, tha fear of loss of prestige need not be a bar to withdrawing a step.
if only to regain the initiative, Bra that as it may. I have pleasure in supporting thia
present resolution. : _ h : .

The resclution asks also tha Congress.on its part o treat the August resolution
as a deed letter and proceed to form ocomposite cabinets. This point has really a
bearing on what I called the growth of separatist tendencies. I have no desire—
nor also the time—to go into the details of the question;—but 1 do believe that if wa
hed followed the practioe of the Swies Constitution. the Pakistan question would not,
have arisen in its acute from. Composite cabinets continuously provide opportunities
of working to-gether. And it is a lesson of history that common national conscious-
ness arises not by argument, not by any theorising, but by the very experience of

living together successfully.

. Lastly. a word about why the British'Government should take the lead. I grant—
I have not the least doubt on that point, that the United Nations will win the war
despite the continanae of the Indian deadlock- The vast potential resources of the
Allied powers, particularly of the U. 8. A., fully ensure the sucocessful outcome of the
struggle. Yes, they will win the war, but they will not win the peace if tha deadlock
ocontinues and the bitterness is allowed to grow. It is meainly on this ground that ] feel
that Government cught to take the initiative by releasing the Congress leaders and .
facilitate the early solution of the constitutional problem. With thesa words. l

support the resclution.
The rescluion was passed unanimously. ‘
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3, APP?inhnentu,to, P,osta :in .India of Dominion Nationals .

- m a—ms

L Sie Raghunath Paranipye (Poona) then moved:

“The National Liberal Federahon of Indiais oppoged on prmo:ple: .
to, the appointment to .posts in India of persons, however eminent they -
may be, who are Nationals of Dominions which do not place Indians and. -

. Europeans on' an equal civio footidg or do not edmit Indians to their -
countries ag colonists and for this reason disapproves the appointment of -

the Rt. Hon'ble Richard Casey as Governor of Bengal ™. ,
Sir Raghunath Parampye said * ' ’

President, Ladies and Gentlemen : This remlutxon is soméwhat of a dlffemnt
character from the resolutions which we have been moving in such conferences befors.
But it ls of great importance as enundiating a very important principle. A fow-days
ago whon the news of the appointment of Rt, Hon'ble Richard Cesey was published
in the pross, Iat Ieaat folt that this was a very injudicious appoinfment: and although
@ certain number of persons have -expressed their satisfaction at the appointment.
4till T believe that all patriotic Indians and all Indians with real nationalistic feelings
4hould enter their emphatio protest against an appointment of this chareoter. We
are not referring here to the personal merits such as they may be of Mr. Casey.
He may bo a very estesmable porson. probably he is. nay. he no doubt is. a very
pateemable person being a member of the War Cabinet, and & man who has held

_ l’mportant offices in Australia and later on in the British Cabinet. - He was appointed
#'minlster of state in the Middle East. He may-be an important man. .although we
did not hear of him until a year or s0 ago. But however excellent ho'may be: he is
bntirely unsuited to be appointed to the governorship of a provinoe like Bengal, Cur
reason is this. In Australla and much less in other dominions of the British Empire:
[ndlanl are not treated on a footing of equality. ' India herself hes always weloomed
men from other countries but she had recently to cry a halt to this and the Legislative
Besembly hes only recently passed legislation smpowering the Government of India
to _t‘ake counter-measures against dominions which do not treat Indians on a footing
of ‘equality. Mr. Cagsey hes come from a domipion in which Indians have not
reoeived the same treatment as the native pop-ulentimf.i of that dominion. Indians ere
mot allowed to go there as permenent tourists at all Even if you want to go
:there ag travellers you have to go through a lot of * khat-pat’,, In none of these
Jdominions are Indians ellowed in any high government posts. In South .Africa
and ‘other volonies, Indians cannot hold any government post whatsosver. .In
the face of these faocts. the appointment of Mr. Casey az Governor of Bengal,
.6ne of the most .important positions in ouf country, is. I think, very insulting,
¥ was going to say. to the self-respeot of cur people. I do not propose to go veryi
much into that but this is a question of principle. I can go further and say that in
.other dominions. the appointment of a Governor is mede after consultation with and
on the recommendation of the Premier of that dominion. . In India it is not the
.position because there is no Indian Prime-Minister who can be consulted on the
.appointment of a Govarnor. But it was certainly possible for the British Government
o exercizo some imagination and see whether an appointment of thig kind will be
weloomed by Indians. I know there are many peopls in this country. who for some,
reason or other weloome such appointments when made. Ihave nothing to say
about that. The appointment having now beooma a fait acoompk |3 wmh Mr,

Casey well. But I would rather not have had this appointment made becauzs it. i
.ot an appointment which should have been made. When India is on a perfedt
foating of equality, then certainly these men may ba appainted to these posts in Indja.
You mey remember a few dayz ago two South Africans who were appointed to
certain posts under the Government of India hed the good sense to resign becauge” of
#n agitation in papersl I think they had the good sense to .sea they would rather not
live in a country where they were not wanted. [ do not went to say that Mr. Casoy
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should follow their example. If Mr. Churchill wanted Mr. Casey to help in the
" prosecution of wan, he could easily have made him a Minister of State resident in
India as a servant of the British Government : we oould have had no objeation to that
bocause thero are a number of British and Amarican troops here and he could have
been of help in looking after their interests. But that was not done. He haz been
put in the position of the Governor of Bengal. an important key position in the
political economy of India and I think this conference is justified in refusing to acoept
that appointment and in protesting against it. which is an insult to the self-respeot
of this county. I have great pleasure in proposing this resolution for your acceptance.

Seconding the resolution, Sir Vithal Chandavarkar said :
If I am not disclosing a secret of the Subjects Committee, we ought to be

grateful to Sir R. P. Paranjpya for bringing up this resolution. The original idea

was that the President should move it from the chair. He suggested that the
prinociple of the resolution was so important that it shall be moved as a seperate resolu-
80 that there might be speeches in support of that resolution. Two appointments
made recently in India constituted a very important departure since India came
into the British Empire. The one is the appointment of a serving General es the
Vicaroy of India and the other is the appointment of a citizen of a colony or what
is now known as a dominion. as the Governor of Bengal,

I am not here to discuss the principle of appointing a General as the Viceroy
of India. There might have been some justification for that on the ground of world

war policy although in principle such an appointment was wrong because since .

1857, it must be said to the credit of the British Government, they have sent
outstanding personalities from British public life. if not as Governor at least as
Governor-General, the head of the Government of India. ‘

But at a time when feeling in India is full of bitterneszs and we are suffering
from a sense of frustration, for more reasons than one. apart from our own political
gtatus vis-a-vis the self-governing dominions, I do not know what possessed the
Churchill govai'nmant to ingult and humiliate this oountry by sending a persen. who is.
perhaps. may no doubt be, an eminent statesman. But belonging to a country which
hag not allowed Indians to visit it except for a stipulated period and does not allow
Indians to acquire rights of citizenship. I have no hesitation' in ‘saying that this
appointment is unjustifiable. I must sy it to the credit of Australia—I have heard
it from people who have gone there—that you are not subjected to the same humi-
liation® a8 in other colonies. I am told, you are welcomed. you are allowed to live in
hotels and you are shown every consideration and hospitality by all classes of
people. But et the same time, you are there under certain restriotions. And [
think there is no diffioulty about passport either. But the difficulty is that you must
agree to be only a visitor and cannot ecquire any right of citizenship. We have no
ground to quarrel with the Australians. If we were free. wo would retaliate.
Perhaps we have in this country our own sad features of social life where wa sre
treating our own countrymen. like the depressed classes. in a way that is & standing
disgrace. But that should not affect our view in considering this appointment. It must
also be recognised that Australia has helped us. Australia has sent us food to relieve
the famine distress in Bengal. But that should not prevent us from oriticising the
principle underlying the appointment. What Australia gave us in food, we gave

Australia in cloth. .
Suppose an Indian of outstanding eminence like Rt. Hon'ble V. 8. Srinivasa
Sastri, who has travalled all over the Empire. were appointed the Governor-General of
Australia. In spite of his eminence, the Australians would have objected to his
appointment on grounds of colour. on the ground that he was an Indian. .
If that is the position, I do not see how we can weloome this appointment
and how we can avoid portesting vehemently against this appointment. Today's
i)aper gives an interview which Mr. Casey has given to a newspaper correspondent.
After reading that interview. what I fear is that this appointment is not going to be
an isolated instance. I am afraid that this is the thin end of the wedge. Mr. Casey
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thinks that he §s more or less a pioneer. In his interview Mr- Casey is reported to
have said, “I think it iz most important that Austrelians should get more and better
jobs abroad. ‘1 have just drafted a long letter to the Prime Minister on this subject.”

For all these reasons, I am very grateful to Sir Raghunath Paranjpye for
Ingisting that this resclution should not be moved fromr the chair and for persisting
that thig resolution should be taken up 8s a separate: resolution proposgd. seconded,
dizoussed and voted upon. ‘

Woe know our own misfortunes; we know our difficulties. We may be de-
prived of cur liberties; we msy not be free, free to enjoy freedom. But there is no
" pesson why we should be faced with this appointment which is an mnsult to our
self-rospeot It is from this point of view that the National Liberal Federation and
for that matter, every political organisation in the country. has to come out to protest
strongly against the principle underlying the appointment.

The resolution was put to the house and carried unanimously.
4. THE FAMINE IN BENGAL

The Hon. Pandit Hirdaynath *Kunzru moved the following resclution :—

“The National-Liberel Federation of India sharea the universal feeling
of horror at the tragedy that hasoverwhelmed Bengal and has resulted in
general misery and starvation in thet important province and deaths on a
soale hitherto unprecedented in the recent history of famines in India.'It
sympathiges deeply with the people of Bengal and Orissa in their sufferings.
The Federation is strongly of opinion that both the Central and Provincial
Governments ag well as His Majesty’s Government are largely responsible
for the serious meladministration which has led to the oalamity by lack
of prevision and effeotive planning and the shortage of food which should

* have been foreseen and pravented. The Fedoration is also desply distressed
at the faot that disease has followed famine and is exacting en even heavier
toll of life than starvation. It draws attention to the significant fact that
In India alone of all countries at present within the British Commonwealth
has such a tragedy taken place.”

Pandit Kunzru said:

I need not dilate on the severity of the disaster that has overwhelmed Bengal,
The whole aountry is familiar with the misery that prevails throughout that provinoce.
The CGovernment had ample notice that a tragedy was coming and unless adequate
steps were taken to cope with it Bengel would be faced with very serious situation.
An enswer in the Legislative Counoil elicited the information that there wasa
shortage of rice of two and quarter million tons. About the same time prices of paddy
rose to the shooking figure of Rs. 20 par meund. During the great war the price of
paddy. [ understand from the statement, had not gone above Rs. 5/~ per maund. It
was not only the provinoial Government that was aware months ego of the orisis
that would be in store for Bengal wunless it itself took adeqate steps to
feed the people and save their lives, the Government of India also knew that a
serjous gituation was developing in Bengal. A spokesman in the Council of State
said during the debate on the food situation. "By the beginning of May, the situation
in Bengal essumed alerming proportions.” Shortage of rice in markets. as it seemed,
was hopeless and unless desperate steps were taken the collapse of the civil life.-
of the province was inevitable. What did the Goveriment of India do when they were
. confronted with so difficult a situation, a situation which threatened toresult in complete
collapse of oivil life in Bengal, as the Direotor Generel stated in the Council of State ?
Desperate step taken was to free trade in the Eastern zone. That was proved to be
il-advised. and. a few weeks later, had to be withdrawn. The Government of India
shirked their responsibility to take proper measures and to co-ordinate the policiea
followed by the provincial Governments and to compel the Government of Bengal to
* . put its famine edministration in order. It took no steps to discharge this onerous
responsibility resting on it. The result wes that when it was faced with a major
disaster it could resort cnly to desperate expedients to stave off the calamity that faced
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the people of Bengal. But that step did not enable Bengal to hide over the situation.
and it did not prove enough to cure the ills of Bengal. Gentlemen. if steps had been
takon months ago when there was yet time to atock and create reserves of focd and to
send it in adequate quantities to the distriats ] am certain the alarming losses of life
that had happened in Bengal would not have taken place. But the*Government of India
completely ignored their responsibility and His Majesty’s Government must share the
blame for the failure of the Government of India on such a crucial occasion. The
ultimate responsibility of the Government of India under the present oonstitution rests
on His Majesty’s Government. They are in the last degree responaible for the charaoter
of the administration in this oountry and for its security end for the welfare of
the people. They oontrol. as recent events in Bengal and Sind have shown, the
so-called autonomus ministries. They have ultimate power in their hand. but -
they failed to exercise it and thoy did not wake up to their responsibility. This is
the reality of the distress in Bengal and no words can, in my opinion. be too strong to
gondemn not merely for their complacency and. if I may say so for their indifference
to the people and welfare of Bengael. Mr. Amery stated for weeks in Parliament
that the main problem weas one of distribution of food rather than shortage of food.
The Food Grains Polioy Committee. however. has recognised that there ia a rea
shortage of food in India and, quite apart from this fect, more food was needed to
meke this distribution effective. The Government of Bengal had lost the confidence
of the people. This ia now recognised even by the Government of India. They had
to do something to restore public confidence in the Government of Bengal and to
make the people feel that emple food was available and secondly they need not rush
to the market in order to lay by large supplies az mush ag possible. More and more
food could be obtained only from others, but for months the British Government. as
we can judge by events, did not agres to place sufficient shipping at the disposal of
the Goverament of India to enable them to get wheat from outside.

Ladies and Gentlemen, The responsibility of the Government of Bengal is &
vary heavy one. It has completely failed to discharge its obligations, but we are not less.
concerned with the failure of His Majesty’'s Government and of the Government of
India which oxercises power whioh the Constitution hes vested in them to bring:
the erring provincial Governments to-book and to take adequate measures to save-
lives of millions of people. Now, as the resclution states. let me say this that had such
a situation been allowed to arise in any other gountry the Government would not have
boen able to last for a day. Yet in this country 8 Government, which has completely
failed to discherge its elementary duties. still claims to be the guardian of the masses

and keeps all powers in its hands.

Ladies and Gentlemen. The loss of life that has resulted in Bengal owing to the
famine prevailing there, has been. as I have already stated, enormous. When I toured
some districts of Bengal in October last. my estimate at that time was that the
weekly death roll was no less than onehundred thousand. We now understand that
the disaster that has followed femine is exacting & heavier or at least en egually
heavy toll of human life. Lest you should regard this as an exaggeration, I will
place & faw faots bafore you. In Faridpur. it was understood in September and October
that deaths from malaria and other diseases amounted to thirty thousand, and in the
gucceeding month the number of deaths were thirty thousand. Now again. it was
said and reported in the papers thet as a result of heavy death roll emong labourers
the standing aman arops could not be barvested'in some parts of Faridpur. and for
the same reason rabi crops could not be cultivated. Faridpur is not the only distriot
in which heavy mortality has occurred. According to a statement issued by the
Bengal Mauslim League Famine Relief Committee. in Chittagong town 33.000 people
died in five months out of a population of 200,000. In the Noakhali district.
which has a population of little over two millions. sbout two hundred.thousand people
died according to the same source. In Munshiganj. which is a part of the distriot, it
wag said sometime ago by the Sub-divisional officer that about 50,000 people died
from- stervation and malnutrition, malaria and other diseases. In the Faridpur
digtrict to which I have alresdy referred. according to the Secretary of the Muslim
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League Famine relief committee, over five-hundred thousand have been gffeéted by
the melaria In the last five months, of whom, about ..'.‘SC?-OO-O have aI;eady
died, ‘Cholera in some parta is raging. In addition to the dxff:cul_hes 1 have state._d
a heavy toll of deaths from cholera in Rajshahi, Seeragun;- and Banlfura is
going on. You thus ses tha resolutiou indulges in no exagger.ahon when it says
that diseases of various kinds are proving taller now then the famm.e deaths sometime
ago. I will just refer to one historical fact in this connection. It is .well-known th?t
wince 1770 Bengal has not known such a disester. The last famine occurred in
Bongal in the seventies of the last century. Sir Rioha}rd Temple who was then tl}e
Lt. Governor of Bengal recorded the period as follows in his book “Men and
Events of My time.”: *“The Indian correspondent of the London newspaper had
wolrd pictures of the coming calamity. and he set forth many .gongiderations. The
moral of which was that the English sovereign and nation should hold the Govénment
of India answurable to the utmost of its power, for consequences of the tragedy. The
view was developed by the leading organs, and. so far as the authorities in India were
.concerned English opinion wes bacoming strongly excited and officers of Government
. began to feel that they would be impeached if any failures were to ocour or lives weré
Jost through shortoomings of theirs.” ' _

In the present case the public was kept in ignorance of the reality of the
situation. It wag not allowed to know the truth about the calamity that was
doveloping in Bengal till about the middle of Ooctober. It was only then
that it roused iteslf and compellsd Mr. Amery to change his tone and
agree to take measures that were necessary in order to restore the position of what it
-wes 8 few months ago. The moral of the present situation is thet millions of our
:countrymen are living so close on the verge of starvation that the equilibrium is at

-onoe upset. It is a major disaster for us, and it is not merely in respect of food that
~ wo have experienced serious trouble. ‘Woe are living on starvation level in respsct
of all social services. We have not enough food nor enough education nor
wnough medical relief. We eare being starved both physically and mentally.
We have thus a great social task confronting us end that is to raiso the
standerd of living of cur people. to increase the vigour of the rural populetion, and
to spread the light of knowledge in every nook and corner in the aountry If we
‘had a national government I am sure we can go ahead to achieve. appreciable results
-within this generation, Ses what Russia has been able to achieve in the course of 25
years. The Viceroy is alive to the seriousness of the present . situation but I venture
to think that only a National Government can solve all the serious problems which
urgently require solution at the present time. All the United Nations want peace not
merely now but a peacs for ever. What is it that had disturbed the peace of the world
twioe before ? That was because of lack of freedom in large parts of the world and
hunger. A free India. 8s a ocontrolled population can be a great factor in the
maintenance of peace. but a subject India which is neither free nor well fed will - in
conjunction with other nations in similar position. be always a great threat to the peace
of the world. I hope, therefare. that the authorities will learn a lesson from the present
disaster and help us in establishing National Goverament, which will give 'us an oppor-"
tunity of tackling the major problems that await solution, with courage and patriotism.

Mr. B. N. Gokhale (Bombay) in seconding the resolution said Ladies and Gen-
tlomen, you have just heard an elaborate analysis of the Bengel famine situation from \
the lipz of our esteemed friend the Hon. Pandit H. N. Kunzru. It is but natural that
20 long all attention should have been conventrated on the talking of speedy relief
measures in connection with the famine. and it is a matter of the despest
gratification that help poured in to distressed Bengal from all parts of the
country and from the Dominions. Englend and America. It is, however, time to
teko stook of the situation calmly and dispassionately and to find out. i possible,
where the responsibility lay, so that a tragedy of this nature may be averted in the
future. The Liberal Party feels that the Provincial Government in Bengal as well as

the Government of India and the British Government must all share in due measure

the responuibility for the disaster which was as much the result of economic factors

a8 of lack of foresight and vigilance cn the part of the authorities concerned,

-
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In the debate in the House of Commons on this question. when we waere
shocked to learn only about 50 out of more than 600 of our * trustees’ attended.
Mr. Leopold Amery indulged in @ number of economic platitudes known to every
student of Indian economics. But he conveniently forgot the one lesson of war-time
economy which has been scrupulously observed in England as well es America. It
was the Economist which pertinently pointed out that. “In England and America.
principles of war-esonomy give the bare nezessaries of civilian life ag high a priority
as muritions. In India. the belt has been tightened with less than no slack to take in.”

The performerces of Mr. Amery in recent times and of the provincial govern~
ment in Bengal remind me of & story which I can not help telling you. In the days
of a severe famine in one of the Decoan districts under a Mahomedan kingdom in
the days of cld, so runs an inoident in a marathi drama, the Government despatched
a deputation of grandses to investigate into the local conditions. The deputationists.
treated with pomp and ceremony by the local officials to conceal their own incom-
petence and cupidity. expressed amazement that complainta were 3o loud about the
famine. If there was no corn, they said. let the people make merry by eating ghee
and sugar., Ladies and gentlemen, truth is oftener stranger than fiotion. But what
shall we sey of the callousness of the local authoritiss when they allowsed the sale of
ice-oream end other milk-luxuries in urban centres like Caloutta when relief workers
had to depend on imported supplies of condensed milk owing to the exorbitant prices
of milk and its unavailability ? It was said that ice cream manufaatured in Caloutta
wans avallable in some of our restaurants here. Our local Government very wisely
forbade not only the preparation of ice-cream from milk but also its sale. What then
shall we say of the red tape which prevented river barges from being unloaded at
their destination because Caloutta had failed to inform the local offioials of their
despatoh. with the result that perishable things beoame inedible in course of time?
‘What shall we say of the manner in which destitutes were rounded up which led not
only to a large exodus from Caloutta but added to the difficulties of relief measures
elsewhere? These and other instances can be multiplied. but I will not do so. Are
we not justifiod then in demanding a thorough inquiry into all this at the hands of an
independent tribunal composed of men in whom the public will have confidence..

The Bangal tragedy has thrown into bold relief the disparity that is bound to
oxist between professions and practice under a bureaucratic and undemccratic
system of Government. When Lord Linlithgow was appointed the Viceroy of Indie.
it wag widely believed that ho would usher in an area of great agricultural reform.
Perhaps because of the war. he could not do anything in that direction. But it is en
irony that in the expiring months of his tenure of office, we should have witnessed
an agrarian tragedy of such coloszal dimensions. As regerds Mr. Amery, I do not
wish to indulge in. what our esteemed leader Sir Chimenlal Setalvad would oall
‘meaningless slogans’. But I will day this. Mr. Churohill. who we are all glad to
to learn is rapidly recovering from his malady. has often expressed that he would not
like to preside over the liquidation of the British Empire. Porsonelly I am veginning
to doubt whether he sincerely believes in this declaration Jooking to the tenacity
with whioh he has rejected all suggestions to meke use of the undoubted attainments
and abilities of Mr. Amery in other departments in the Premier’s gift.

In conclusion I must not omit to mention how readily Indians appreciate
the promptitu&e with which the new Viceroy has acted and the great assistance
that has been rendered by the military authorities in the matter of distribution
of food, and of medical aid by means of mobile dispensaries and first-aid posts.
We are gravely oonoerned at the news that Bengal has been also affected by disease
in an epidemio form and we hopa that the present measures for medical aid will be
continued and reinforced to save the unfortunate province from the ravages of disease.
In this connection I am struck by the observation of Mejor Goneral Stuart, Officer
Commanding the military forces in Bengal. who says that the relation between the
ermy end the people would be on a very much better footing than ever before esa
result of the military effort to assist the civil authorities in administering famine relief.
1 wish the truth of this observation had struck_tha Government much earlier so that



34

the tragedy could have been averted or at Jeast the f'f‘ffe.ﬁng oould ha'vle bepn:consider-

' ébly mitigated.  There is nothing like sympathy. sincerity and mutuel trust as meens
of winning lasting friendship and this is true not only in the cese Of_ the Bengal
famine but In the wider aphere of our political and economic life. SR

" With these words ] commend this resolution to your acceptence.

Dr. R. B, Khambatta : (Bombay) In supporting the resclution said “I would
llke to give you my experience of publio health in Bengal. I hed the honourto
sorve as Direotor of Public Health under the late Sir Surendranath Banerjee, the
first Indian Minister for Local Self-Government under the Government pf Indie
Act of 1919 and later on under ‘Sir Bijoy Prased Singh Roy when he was the
Minister for Locel Self Government. During the period of my office I' had ample
opportunity to study the problem of “digease” in Bengal and its relation to the economic
‘ondition of the people, Nearly 30 years ago my prodecessor jn, office Dr. Charles
Bentley, one of the great oxperts in Malaria, pointed out the intimate connection
between ** Malaria and Agriculture “ in Bengal.” More than two-thirds of Bengal is o
“Delta”. In the old days when railways were not in existence, the rivers during the
time*of floods used to overflow and innundate the low-lying lands on gither side of the -
rivers. The flood water which contained rich silt acted as good manure for agri-
oultural Jand and at the same time destroyed the anopheline larvae of mosquitoes. In
fact the natural system of irrigation which existed before was disturbed by the
construotion of high embankments for roads and reilways. To economise the cost
Railway and Road engineers provided for as few culverts and sluice gates as possible,
with the result that the natural drainage and irrigation of the land did not take plage .
and as a consequence the agricultural land became deteriorated and malaria became " ’
rampant, thus establishing the vicious cycle of poverty and digease. It iz true that
much improvement has taken place since Dr. Bentley's first declaration and Govern-
ment tock active measures in preventing any further undue and ill-thought-out
construction of roads and railway embankments. Bengal is one of the largest
provinces producing rice and the main dietary of Bengalees is rice. Rice produotion
in'Bongal is not what it was before. Even in time of bumper harvest Bengal cannat
afford ta export rice to other provinces, and if it was true that the responsible autho-
rities allowed export of rice. then it must be said that it was wrong of the authorities
to do sc and in all humility I suggest that a searching enquiry by the Provincial and
Central Government should be made as early as possible. ['have great pleasurein
supporting the resolution, The resolution wes passed unanimously. ‘

5. Government's Food Policy

Prof. M. D. Altekar (Bombay) moved the following resolution.

"“The National Liberal Federation of India regrats that the Government
of Indie failed to realise in time the gravity of the food situation throughout
the country -or to cheok the unprecedented rise inthe prices of the
necessaries of life resulting in the hardship and suffering emong all olagses
of the population. It is strongly of opinion that His Majesty’s Government
should arrange for the import of foodstuffs into India as recommended by
the Food Grains Polioy Committes until the shortage hes been removed
and prices have sufficiently fallen.

“The Federation considers that the present food situation in India ag
woll as the rapid growth in population necessitates the eazly introdpotion of
improved methods of agriculture. the bringing of culturebls land into cultive-
tion and the raising of the low standard of living among the masses. The
Federation regrets that when belated steps were taken by the Government
of India to introduce rationing and to encourage a proper distribution of
food, these attempts were hampered by the attitude adopted by some
Provinocial Governments. It urges the Government of India to enfarce a
polioy of rationing in large towns with special attention to the provision

;of milk and wilk produocts for mothers and children and to -insist on anl
equitable distribution of food in the best interests of n;alses- 11'1 ‘thin*
connsction. the Federation views with concern the inadequate srupp!y

. -

-



.35

- throughout the country not only of milk but elso of other protectiva foods

- such eggs. fish and vegetables. In the opinion of the Federation, the food

- problem in India must be tackled at least in urban areas in its entirety as
in England and elsowhere. ” ’

- He said: There is no doubt that Government have never given any serious
consideration to this problem. In England. the prices have not gone up beyond
20 per cent over the pro-wer prices and you know in Bombay what are the prices.
One or two facts will illustrate this. Two years ago I was paying five or six annas
per goer of milk in this town. Now [ am paying from 12 annas to Rs. 1/-. Milk
iz a very important articla in the vegetarian diet. That is the only vegetarian
food we get and it is very essential for the health of ell concerned. Now with the
price at 12 annas and one rupee, what must be the condition of those dependent
on milk ? The usual allowance of vegetables is not obtainable and it has become
very difficult to get vegetables. All this has been going on throughout the country
- and government came to the conclusion at a very late hour that rationing should be
introduced in a few places. You have all listened to the spesches on the resolution
regarding Bengal famine. In Bengal, the rationing is being postponed from month
to month. Woe find the quality of rationed articles going down. A few days ago
we were given the glad news that the price of rice would go down for the first
quality. We leave aside the special quality which i3 reserved only for the
millionaires in this town. The rice that cost Rs. 2/- per pylee is now obtained at
Rs. 1/8 But what iz lost in price ie gained in quality. that ssema to be the
Government's position. | never knew that such bad rice was produced in my
country. | never knew that such rotten wheat could be available in India.
We were under the impression that this country produced rice and wheat
of excellent quality in abundance and there were so many fine quelities available,
But all these qualities have now. it seems. disappeared except for those
who purchase in the black markets. Everyone of us todey is suffering from
bad food and to add insult to injury we have been told that we should not
expect to get tha food we are accustomed to. | wonder how we can teach Madras
to eat wheat instead of rice and in Bombay I find it very difficult to get acoustomed
to the great virtue of eating Bajri. I have seen among the posters of the National
Wear Front or of ration authorities, a picture in rich shades telling me that the
man who takes one seer of rice and three seers of Bajri is a good man, Now in
Bombay we must eat Bajri and the other day the Public Relations Officer and his staff
were touring from one women's association to the other telling them how meny things
could be made from Bajri and this wonderful rationing officer knew it better than
women. 1 hope if this Bajri is so very good it will be adopted by Mr. Amery and
Mr. Churchill as their principel diet so that thejr health will be better and that
Mr. Churchill will never suffer from the Flu. One has to conclude that what
Government are doing is merely to cover up their incompetence. Sericusly they
never gave any consideration to this problem. when we suggested that certain steps
to improve the condition in this country should be taken, they did nothing. Children
today of two years and five years will after 20 years get a stunted growth and
the whole population will suffer. The food ministry in England has allowed only 20
per-cent rise in the price of foodstuffs. Here in India it seems it was not possible
for the Government of India with their staff of economists and specialista to
do anything about prices. For anything and everything they telk of impisrting
specialists from England, the land where. it appears. specialists are grown. It is the
duty of Government not only to see that more focd is grown but aleo to. see that
it does not leave the country. Look at the milk situation. There are certain clasees
of people who are imposed on this country and who must have cream. After the
removal of the cream the milk is thrown away. It can be used. | ask why butter
should not be imported and the milk released for the people ? If the Goverlfment haz
hey must move fast and solve this problem. It is no use
More Food. We may grow it but if we cannot keep it.

People have become absolutely suspicious. [
1 was 25 years old and I have stuck to it. But

genuine sympathy then t
simply edvertising ‘Grow
then what is the use of growing it.
I have joined this Federation when
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ive a warning to the Government that they are doing a great harm to
1111::1:21235 by their f:::d polioy a greater harm than what all the agitation of Mahatma
Gandhi's could do for them. Look at the long queues for Kercsene in Bombay.
All the women who ere there think ill of the Government and abuse them and curse
them. Why should Government have this ? Unless the food polioy is chenged a.nd
unless something is done immediately. trouble will start. It is not the rationing
polioy but the starvation polioy of the govemment-—l ask the Government to change
thelr food polioy forthwith. Sufficient food must be imported and people should not
be allowed to starve. The Government must create conditions so that the people will
wholoheartedly co-operate with the peoples of the other United Nations in winning
the war. We must feel that it is a war that will usher victory for the betterment
of all. .
- Mr, G. C. Bhate . (Kclaba) in seconding the resolution, said :
I have great plessure in seconding this resolution which my esteemed friend
Prof. Altekar has so ably moved. From the beginning. the Government of India .
have ignored this question of food. The first time when they ought to have
considered this question was at the time when they declared war. When they
declared war on behelf of India. did they consider the question of food for the
oivilians? After four or five years of war. you are told that our food production is
not sufficient for the population. .All these things should have been brought before us
befora, not after four yoars of war, The firat duty of the government when they
daclare war [s to consider how the oivil population would be kept living befere they
could consider about recruitment.

The second time was when the Government lost Burme. Did the Government
take into consideration that rice was imported into India from Burma in thousands
and thousands of tons? Did they consider what would be the position of India after
the fall of Burma? And what measures did they take ? For these reasons I say that
the government from the very beginning showed no consideration for the civil popuyla-
tion in the matter of their food policy.

Az regards the second para of the resolution, it asks for equitable distribution
of food in the best interests of the masses. In regard to this question [ shall give you
faots and figures as far as*my own district Kclaba is qoncerned. The population of
Kolaba district is 6,69.000 and production by tons of the main predude, namely
paddy in Kolaba is 1,71,000, The government authorities fixed that 10 maunds
would be sufficient for an individual during the whole year and they decided that in
a year 33,000 tons could be exported from Kolaba distriot to other deficit districts
and the remainder would be enough for the population. We put before the government
through distriat authorities a statement when we met them in a body es representa-
tivea of the distriat saying that ten maunds for an individual for the whole year was not
:muffioient. At least there must be 18 maunds. If the figure of 18 maunds be taken,
‘the total ré€quirements of the distriot will be 1.72,000 tons. whereas the total produe-
‘tion was only 1,71,000. Thus there was actually a defiait or the' distriot was just
:self-suffioient at best. '

The reply of the government euthorities to this statement was that every year
in the past the district always sent out some paddy to other.districts, But if we did
send out some paddy out of the district, along with that we must take into consider-
:ation the import of Burma rice into our district in normal yoars. Woe say on the basis
<f our figures that even if you reduce individual consumption to 15 op 16 maunds
atill production is not suffioient for all the people and it is not safe to send 33 006
‘tons of paddy from our district. Still that is the polioy followed by governme " oo
for as my district is concerned. Now they have issued orders that we coulcli] gell
paddy only to the government or their agents. They have issued orders that if an
one has more than one and one half kandy of paddy in his possession he shoulg
furnish a statement to Government. If we do not give information prosecutio
launched. . At present they have ordered that our produce Wlﬂ be purcha::da;;

t .
‘ %Telrgronen and they have fixer‘l the prices of two varisties at Rs. 123 and
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Thig I say is not the best policy because all the masses are not taken into con-
sideration. What we say is. in the matter of food polioy the government must see to
it that there is equitable distribution of food in the interests of the peopls on the
whole.

" Dr. Gope Gurbax ( Sind ) supporting the resdlution said :

The resolution under discussion refers to two most impartant points which are.
the failure of the Government of India to realise in time the gravity of the food situa-
tion and the failure of the provincial Governments to rise to the oocasion. With re-

* gard to the firsts the failure of the Government of India. you have already heard from
the first two speakers how the Government of India in order to sefeguard their own
interests and in order to satisfy the military demands ignered the interests of the
masses. It is also said that in certein perts of the country., country boats which are
generally used to carry rice and other foodstuffs, were not allowed to ply because
Government were affaid of Japenese invasion. with the result that the usual
conveyance was not available to the cultivator to carry food to their proper destination
and proper market. This iz also responsible for the present famine to some oxtent.

- Qur Searetary of State. Mr. Leopold Amery seems to be & master in giving
false facts. Just before the famine started. he noticed signs of overeating among
Indians. . .He has since acquired the habit of making one statement. contradicting it
in the second and revising it in the third and s0 on. Such a person ocoupies a
respongible office in the British Cabinet. Such a person is not worthy to be the
Seoretary of State not only of this government but of any other government.

~ Now coming to the failure of the provinces. it is a pity that when one province
is dying. the other is trying to benefit out of its woes. Itis a pity that we Indiana
are not helping our own countrymen. Woe can understand any foreigner irying to
benefit at our cost. But it is a pity that our own brethren try to fleece each other..
With regard to the Sind Food polioy, I may tell you that the Sind polioy ia not backed
by the Sindhis generally. The Sind goverment has not the support of the Sindhis in
general. The resl representatives of the people are in jeils and whatever others do,
they. do in order to. satisfy the vested interests. In order to satisfy the zamindars
they are having this profiteering policy which is deplorable. It is a pity. We should
do something about it. With these remarks I support this resolution.

The resolution was passed unanimously.

€. INDIA & THE PEACE CONFERENCE.

Mr. T. R. Venkatarama Sastri moved the following resolution :

“The National Liberal Federation oonsiders that India should be represented
at the Peace Conference by duly acoredited Indians on the same basis as
other Dominions and be assigned a place worthy of her -culture and her
championship of the great cause of Universal Peace. At such a conference
prominence should be given by the representatives of India to the abolition
of the colour bar and to tha establishment “of full political and eccnomio
equality between the peoples of the East and the West.”

Mr. Sastri Said:

This resolution relates to the Peace Conference and follows the two previous
resolutions, It will be realised that this naturally follows from them. The first relates to
the pmsecutfon of the war, The second relates to the estiblishment of e National
Government. The war has been fought and won. And in the meanwhile a National
Government has been cstablsihed, Peace Conforence begins and the representatives
of thevarious countries assemble. The representatives attending the Co.nferonoa

-on behalf of India are not to be chosen as before by the Government of India or t‘he
Secretary of State. The National Government at the centrs will b? a ocompoiite
Government representing all parties and in the Provinces too there will be a com-
posite Government. ‘This time it will not ba that the Secretary of State ropresents

India or leads the Indian deputation and the so-called Indian representatives merely’

-~
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sit by and assist him, The only representatives will be representatives chosen by the
Naticnal Government in the sarae menner as by the Dominion Governments. There
shonld be no distinction between the representatives of India and the representatives
of the Dominions at the Peace Conference. They will alike plead for the great cause
of universal peace. India has always stood for peace and non-violenae.

At the conference when the terms of peace have to be discussed, you must
have ropregentatives worthy of the Indian culture. You know that recently the Right
Honourable Srinivasa Sastri in a letter addressed to the Press said that Mahatma
Gandhi should be among our representatives at the Peace Conference. I suggest
that there should also be another in that conference and that should be the Right
Honourable Sastri himselFf. '

. This resolution states that at the conference certain principles enunciated ir
the resolution should be pressed upon the attention of the conference. If our represen-
tatives show for what kind of a future world India stands, they will maka an impres-
gion on the representatives assembled who will realize what is due to India. Many
writers have elready said that in the future world war is to be eliminated and in the
maintenance of peace in Asia India will have prominent role. I do not say that it
will fall exclusively to India. It may be the joint role of India and China. Itis
neoessary that our true representatives should go to the world conference and make
it roslise what India stands for and what her ideals ere. Thess true representatives
oan only be sent by the National Government. ' '

The twe particular points which should be pressed at the Conference are
stated in this resclution.” One i3 the abolition of the colour bar and the other iz the
establishment of the full political and economic equality betwesn the East and the
Woest. At the present time the colour bar prevails all over the world. There is racial
discrimination everywhere. Indians must have the right to go to every part of th_é
British Commonwealth., There may be provision for .residential and other qua}ifica;
tiona for oitizenship rights.  Subject to such rules people of India as citizens ‘of the
British Commonwaealth should be able to settle in any part of the Commonwealth with
equal rights. The inequalities that now exist. political and economio, should also be
abolished. It is said that Dominiona Status has been promised and it is also some-
times said that Dominion Status is already in action. If so, there ought to be n;a
diffioulty in allowing our representatives chosen by a National Government being
sent to this Peace Conference of all nations in terms of perfect equality with the
representatives of the Dominions. To the Peace Conference which will be held at no
distant date some say that the war will end in 1944 the ropresentatives of India
should be chosen by the National Government and should be those that will truly
represent her culture. [ accordingly move the resolution that I have already read.

Sardar P, S, Sodhbans (Punjeb) : I cemmend this resolution so0 ably moved by
Mr. Venkatrama Sastri. As one who had travelled in foreign lands I know what
kind of colour bar prevails against us. In international gatherings we are nowhere
and. while the flags of every country ere represented. a great nation like India has no
flag of its own and I had felt the humiliation that India had no flag. On one occa-
sion we folt it sofmuch thata compromise hed to be arrived at whereby the Union
Jack with the Star of India was hoisted. It may be good or bad but the humilietion
was thera. Someday we will goto the peace conference strengthened by our gallant
troops who fought viotoriously at the Middle East. Lybia, Tripoli and Sicily and other
places, Those victories had been mainly won by the Indian Army and the su phi
that India had contributed bacauss in those 'times communications in the M::lit -
ranean was not possible. It was left to India to manufacture all the storeg and a;-;:
which the armies in the Middle-east and in Egypt required end for the campajan i
Abyssinia. We havadone useful service to the British Empire and it is our I:‘ilg}?: tn
demend equelity. DBritish statesman say thet Dominion Statusis in the m&nl-:ing ang
recently Mr. Amery told us through Sir Wickham Steed that the Atlantic Ciart
applies to India. If sothen it is essential that we should havea National Governme::
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at the Centre and they alone shall have the right to appaint other representatives to the
Peaca ._an["erenoa 30 that we may be able to assist what we desire for cur post-wan
reconstruction. Cur demand is natural. We in India erein no way inferior to any-
body else in the world,. Men to men we are equal if not superior. We demand
therefore that our representatives to the peace conference should sit with the othep
nations of the world on terms of equality.

‘ Dr.-P. N. Daruwala (Bombay): It gives me very great pleasure to
support the resolution for your aoceptance. This resclution containg what everyoné
throughout the length and breadth of India and in fact throughout the world desires.
India has contributed very successfully to ‘the advancement and progress and the
National War Front has been instituted with the objeot of furthering the war
effort. The National Liberal Federation demands that the representatives from this
country to the peace aonference should be the truly and wisely chosen represent&;
tives of the country and that they should be given a place in consonance with the
gacrifices made by India during this great world war. Indian soldiers have contri-
buted to the victory in no small measure and therefors the real sons of India should ba
representad at the peace conference. During the last war, happily for us. Lard Sinba
was one of the signatories to the treaty of Versailles. The late Maheraja of Bikanei'
was another signatory. At that time the -Federation urged upon the necessity of
gending duly acoredited representatives’ of India to represent her culture end her
humanitarian and ancient heritage at the peace conference and spread it throughouy
the length and breadth of the civilised world, They will as they did then. repre-
sent the real interest of India énd protest strongly against the provalence of colous,
bar which has done a lot of harm to the progress of civilisation and culture. After alf
it iz the mental attitude and the culture that conatitutes civilisation end there i§ no_
difference between East and West. We are all children of one God and India bes
been the bedton light by torch bearer to the whole civilised world. ‘

" * The resolution was put to the vote and carried unanimously.
Mr. Neushir Bharucha moved the following resolution on Indians Oversess. i
7. INDIANS OVERSEAS

. * The National Liberal Federation of India views with strong dis~
‘ 'é\ppro.‘{al the continued enti-Indian agitativn in South Africea and in parti-
" cular, at the present time the recent “Pegging Act™, which limits still furthep
., the already restricted rights of acquisition by South African Indians of
immovable property and is a breach of the spirit of the Cape Town Agree--
ment of 1927. Such legislation is partioularly deplorable at a time when.
Indian soldiers are fighting for the freedom of ell the - peoples of the werld. .
’ f‘ro:m’i_niuqt'ica and oppression. . ) _ .
‘While the Federation feels that thera will be no real solution of ths-
problem of Indiens in South Africa or indeed in other British Dominions end
possess,ions- where discrimination against Indiens exists till India is a self-
governing country end till the rights of full citizenship are given to Indians
" in South Africa and elsewhere. it offers its full support to the Government of
India in éhy rataliaiory'measures which they may think fit to adopt against
the Union of South Africa or other Governments which do not accord fulk .
" civic rights te Indian colonists.
. Hesaid: C : o _
" M. President, brother delegates, Ladies and gentlemen: In April 1943 the
Government of India learnt from the Government of the Union of South Africa that
they desired to procesd with what was known as the Interim Aot of Transval. I
was.to be made applicable in the first instance to Durban and then later generally if
ciroumstances 80 required. ‘The news came to vs in India as a shock for the feats of
arms of the Indian troops at that time in North Africa convinced us that this would
help us in some measure to remove the colour bar which was prevalent in South -
Africa. But considerations of the blood shed by our countrymen did not weigh with

-
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¢he Union of South Affica. On the 14th of April 1943 Mr. H. G. Lawrence,
Minister of the Interior. reed the Bill asecond time in the Union Assembly. In
support of his resolution he said that from the appointment of the Broome Committee
it was clear that there was considerable penetration by Indians in the areas which
were predominantly  European. He argued that the attempts made voluntarily to
segregate Indiens had not sucoseded end therefore some sort of statutory disorimina-
tion hed become inevitable. He argued also that according to the 'second Broome
Commission report Indians in Durban had acquired as many es 326 sites for
@ price of six hundred thousand pounds. I ocannot tell you .what sites
were aoquired but I believe that the acquistion, of 326 sites by Indians certainly
could not be regarded as elarming penetration by Indians in predominantly European
aroas. It is interesting to note that Dr. J. H. Hofmeyr: minister of Finance end
Education, speaking a few days before the second reading of the Bill stated that he
condemned the propoganda of racialism and colour prejudice. He said something
interesting namely that if the administration of justice first Jooked to the interests of
Europeans then they could not any longer call it trusteeship. Within eight days of
the above speech he again spoke in the Union Parliment when he said: 1 do support
this Pagging Aot as it is set before you. applicable first to Durban and later to be made
epplicable to other areas in Nafal but I am ageinst its application to Transvaal
where conditions do not warrant it.” It is rather disappointing that a person
on whom India looked at one time as the champion on their oause. only eight
days before the second reading of the Bill should talk in the. Assembly in a different
vein espousing this Bill. Ho said he hed threatened to resign but did not do so
+ beoause Smuts told him that at that oritioia] time presentation of & united front was
neosesary. There was ancther gentleman, Col. Stallard, who said that Durban must
be kept a European city and that if Europeans had penetrated into Benares the
people of Benares would not have allowed .it! The next speaker in the Union
Parliement, Dr Malan, the Opposition leader, had something more interesting to
say. He obsorved that the eppointment of the Agent - General for India
kad made things diffioult and his presence in South Africa wag not desirable.
“The presence of the High Commissioner for India was unfair and an interference
in the affairs of South Africe.” Ledies and Centlemen: you now get a
clesr indication of the psychology of the Europeans in South Africa at
the time this bill was moved. Dr. Malen's amendment that there must be a
comphrensive measure for effecting segregation of Eurcpeans and non-Furopeans
wag defoated on technical grounds. He was followed by Field Marshal Smuts, the
Prime Minister, who wound up the debate. He paid a compliment to Indians. He
could not do otherwise bacause at that time Indian soldiers were blasting their way
«through Tunisia. He said it wasa pity that eighty percent of the Indians were
“Union born and that a measure of the type had to be enacted. But added, that his
Government was determined to maintain Durban es a European oity.

Hitler propagated .a theory which was ‘condemned by wuws and fop
which the wer is being waged—namely the theory of a super race. I am gupe if
‘Indian soldiers had heard what Smuts said they would have felt that all their
-sacrifioes were mede in vein if a new South African super - race was about to be
wresurrected.  Onoce more when the Government of India made urgent representationa
‘to the Government of the Union of South Africa requesting them to hold up the
wroposed legislation even without having the courtesy of replying to that Tepresentation

the Pegging Bill was placed before the Union Parliament. Ledies and Gentlemen :
The rezclution that has been circulated to you demands retaliatory . measures by th;
Government of India against Dominions which practise discriminetion against Indians
.and that the Federation offers its full support to the Government in any retaliatory
‘measures whioh they may think fit to adopt egainat the Union of South Africa op -
-gthar Governments which do not acaord full civic rights to Indian colonists. Retaliation
4n a oase like t.hil is extremely diffioult but we must pay due credit to the efforts
wade by Dr. Khere in ‘pessing the Reciprocity Act and his efforts to enforce
the Aot. Of oourse it was defeotive. Dr. Kharé said,. “If all the provisions of the

B 1
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Rec:procuty Aat were applied against South Africa it would not amount even to a
flea bite. “ The Indian Fiscal Commission of 1922 recommended that diszriminatery
messures must be taken against all countrias which have on their statute books
recially disoriminatory measures. If India tried to retaliate we are convinced that we
would lose a good deal I belisve even if it recoils on uzit is desirable that
we must adopt these measures only if for the preservation of our self-respeat. |
appeal to those present here that when you go back to your provinces carry on
propaganda in this reapect. So long as the self-raspect of Indian Nationels abroad
is not vindioated this couary will never be worthy of the complete indepandence
which she claims. " ‘

Sirdur P. 5. Scdhbans who seconded the resolution said :

Ledies 'nd Gentlemen. I sscond the resolution which has been moved by Mr.
Bharucha and in doing s0 I want to state in brief the case of Indians oversess. In
time immemorial when India was holding all the seven seas. in its palm. we carried on .
trade all over the Universe and Indians had settled in the East and South Africa,

in Egypt, Syria, Palestine. Siam. China, ‘Bali and Malaya. In Sumutra and Java
you have Hindu names. In Java you have Madura and number of cities with.
Sanskrit names though uafortunately in our own country Sanskrit Is not known to us.
If you read the book named Periplus of the Eythrean Sea written in 1at century
of Christian rra, translated from the original Greek and eanctated by Mr. Wilfred
H. Schoff of .Philadelphia Commercial Museum. published by Messers. Longmans,
Gresn & Co.. you will find thet Indians were carrying on trade all over the world,
" In another book on Indien Shipping by Dr. Radhakamand Mukerji you will also find
that Indians were carrying on trade with wll countries bordering the Indian OQcean.

There could be no branches as we have now and therefore in oarrying on trade
activities the Indians scttled in those countries from time immemorial. Wo were
peaceful people and never wanted to conguer the territories where we settled. We
in this country had become slaves due to internecine wars between curselves. Thoss
Indians who had settled abroad were not in a position to look to their mother country
for help. ln South Africa the white settlers oppreased us so much and it was ona of
the reasons that lad to the Boer war. When the Dutoh settlers maltrested our
nationals you all know Mahatma Gandhi started his civil disobadience movement.
The.position in the Union is stil bad. Indians are not allowed in cinemas and
regtaurants and in other places of enjoyment and our worthy President will bear
testimony to these facts. Even in Zanzibar, Indian travellers could not visit the
country and even Indian soliers in King's uniform were not allowed to land in the
Union. A friend of mine—a doctor in England who has an English wife went to
Mombassa on a visit. The wife was admitted into a restaurant and the husband was
made to wait outside. This is the case in most British Dominions. You all k.uow the_
valuable work: done by the late Rev. C. F. Andrews for the Indians in F H'I. Look

" what Ceylon is doing to us. We must depend on our efforts to halp our nationals in

othep lands, The Government of India have no doubt eppointed Agent-Cenerels butl
they cannot do much. Till such time we attain our proper place in the British

. Commonwezith we will contintte to suffer. With these words [ second the resclution.

Maijor S. A. Paymaster in supporting the resolution said :

Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentlmen: The distinguished speakers before me
have given ample justios to the resclution before us. leaving me very little to edd in
the way of support- .

-' 3C')ne important cause adduced by the Britis‘h Government of the day for the
Boss War was the great concern of Her Majesty’s Government for the welfare d.-nd
poféty of her beloved Indian subjects. The so-called ?Ppreuim of thsd Indian
subjéots in that Boer colony apparently. but the splash. brilliancy. lusture a; 'shin;
of the Kimberlay mine diamonds in the markets of Amstordam. London. aﬂr:,:, |
Neow York in reality brought on the South African War! And ladies and gen .
today our Indian Nationals are more in an awful plight than ever before 45 yoars

ago!
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The question Is very complicated and our redress is very feeble in. our own
helpless condition at home and It is not yet properly understocd in t!ns country
that & majority of our Indien countrymen in South Africa today eare Union Subjects
and Clarge, born and bred in South Africa of parents born too in that country for
gonerations. Union Government has, therefore, more legal and more hold on them
than we can olaim and Union Government must be pressed to carry out their sacred
duty towards them, but unfortunately their Dominion Status under the Statute of
Woestminster affords them all immunity from outside pressure, move a. little finger
in the internal affeirs of a eelf-governing Dominion under the statute of West-
minster | We have, therefore, the only recourse left tous is giving all moral and
material support to our Indian countrymen there and take all retaliary measures, but
taotfully and carefully applied. and taking care that they may not react vigourously
on our own nationals there and send them from frying pan to fire.

Our best and conscientioua advice to them would be to huld fast a bit longer
till our motherland-Hindustan Hamara...assumes and developes all the power and
freadom to act freely under the Dominion Status under the Statute of Westminstar.

‘The Adam's apple ensured and pledged tous! Then at that time we will not fail
forget or delay to give all and full relief and restore and reinstate them to full-citizen
" rights and all self-respeot to cur beloved Indian Nationals in South Africal

The resolution was put to vote and oarried unanimously.

Sir Vithal Chandavarkar moved the following resclution on Post-War Recon-
struotion : : |

8. POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION

The Federation, while noting the action of the Government of India
and certair Provinoiel Governments in creating Committees for the consi-
deration of problems of post-war reconstruction. is of opinion that the main
funotions of such Committees which 8o far do not appsar to. be active.
apart from suggesting important adjustments consequent on the return of
numbers of Indian soldiers on the restoration of Peace, will be to lay the
foundations of a well-planned economy which will increase the cultivation
of productive orops, improve agricultural methods, expand rural reconstruo- - .
tion and liquidate illiteracy. Among other essential requirements are the . .
improvement and extension of communications and works of irrigation, the
creation of an Indian mercantile marine, inoreased medical aid. the establish- -
ment of better health conditions, the provision of social ‘services such as

inaurence againat sickness and unemployment, and a goneral improvement
in the standard of living,

The Federa‘ion further considers thet it should be the settled policy
of the Government to sssist in the establishment of new industries and ig
‘the development of the natural resources of the country. It will aliobe
essontiel after the War to proteot nescent industries from foreign compe-
tition end to see thet such industries a8 have been established during the
War survive the post-war economic struggle. Full use should be mede in

. this connection of the services of Indians with technical qualification "and
-experience after their release from militury duties. '

The Federation gives its general support to the soheme adumi:rateds

. by the Educational Adviser to the Government of India for a national

syastem of educetion. and to the Committes appointed to frame proposals for

the improvement of health conditions in India. but trusts that a reasonable -

time hmit will be prescribed for the exeoution of their re-commendations end
that the very lerge sums of money required will be forthcoming.

Sir Vithel zaid: Mr. President, delegates, ladies and gentlemen,

1 am at a great dis_udvantage In speaking on this resclution for severel reasong.
The resolution hes tecn crafted in such en all-embracing form thet it is very. diffi-
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oult to do justice to it in the short time at my disposal Full justice can be done to

such a resclution only at an industrial or economia conference. 1 shall only teuch
on a few points relevent to the resolution. '

First with regard to the action taken by the Government of Indis. In Qctober
1941, the Roger Mission” visited India and made certain recommendations. The
Government of India later formed a Consultative Comuniittee of Economists. But
unfortunately plans for postwer reconstruction and development were not placed
before the Consultative Committee. Covernment have so fer aprointed five
committees: the first is the labour and demobilisation committee to draw up plans
. tomest the situation created by demobilisation efter the war: the second is on
industriel development to provide weys and means to industry to meet the new
changed conditions and to counteract post-wer slump end to provide for gradual
change over of the industry from war production to peace-production: the third is
the nation-building and public works: the fourth represents agricultural and rurel
reconstruction and fifth is the co-ordinating committee consisting of the secratarics
of the various departments of the Government of India. One other committee *
Ms also been formed and thet is the committee I have already referred to, the
‘Consultative Committes of Economists.

Now temperamentally I do not think that ] am a fit person to speak on this
resolution. Temperamentally | am opposed to teking a long view of things. I always
hesitate to draw longterm plans. “Whenever the word planning is used. I feel very
nervous because we can only plan for a Jong time when we can anticipate the events.
If you can always know what our circumstances are to be end also the people who
are to be in control welcan then prepare plans. So far as India is concerned we sre
go far away from the centre of edministration. and so far detached from the centre of
administration which ie New Delhi or Simla. which itself is so far away froq the
controlling authority in England. so fer even from the theatre of war. that it iz very
diffioult for us to know what is happening in all these places from dey to dey. The
.Guvarnment of India is out of touch with the provincial governments and both are
‘out of touch with the people. Whatever representative cheracter tha Cabinet had.
has disappeared with the resignations of Mr. M. S. Aney. Sir H. P. Mody end
Mr. N. R. Sarker. Today with a oebinst consisting of such members who have no
influance in the country and with another men to help or frustrate their work in the
ihape of the Searetary of State-for India. what is the use of having committees to
disouss about vague subjects of postwar development ? When such a government
is functioning. it is impossible to think about any plans for post-wer reconstruction-
Even if they could work out plans for post-war reconstruction whois to know how
the people will teke them ? There iz no means of knowing wha't the people want.
The Government of India have only their dopartmental secretaries to keep it.) touch
with the people outside. There is no healthy democratic principle underlying the
Government.. And what about finance? Who is to finence ell these post-war
schemes ? W have no control over the fiscal policy of the Government of Indie.
Wo have no organisation of industrialists who could werk cut some of these schemes.
All these circumscribe the valus of our discussion and we cennot visualise thess facts
'when we talk about reconstruction. When we talk about post-war reconstruction,
" we are talking of something of which we are not awere and we cannot be aware.

Secondly 1 believe in the priciple of never worrying too far shead. ] want
.generally to take care of the present. The present we have to face is a very unplea-
sant present. In these circumstences to expect e to tal-lc al:r:mt' reconltruloti;n is
not fair to me and not fair to you. But beceuse the President insisted that I should

speak on this regolution you find me here. - ; o eduat
. thiz resolution of the npational system ucation as
. Wo are talkmEgdti:atiolnal Adviser to the Gnvernment of India and this

‘adumbrated by the e o oo
i iv .eral support to this schome. Unfortuna ; y we e 1o
.crz;‘;h::ll‘i!l:egw:::mgfrﬁ‘;e Inter-University Board end the Educational Conference

i i i I have of education
! i : to the scheme. With what litle experience . :
::vt;isgl :zrli:t‘:;po;toa:mo: think how any educations] system can be davised without
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at the same time thinking out ways of providing employment to the young men
who will come out of schools and colleges in that educational scheme. When the
young men of our country come out of their schools end colleges the problem of
employment looms lorge in their minds. It is all right for statesmen to talk of
education for the sake of education and with the Army closed to hum, with the Navy
closed to him. with the alrforce closed to him. in other Imperial services fifty percent
reserved for Britishers. the field of employment to a young men is so narrow, that
in devising any system of education, the problem of opening new channels of emplay-
ment kas to be borne in mind.

It Is very diffioult to understand how people from abroad cen evolve a system -
of education for us which will inspire people with the confidence that the whole
" polioy is In the interests of the people. That is the real difficulty about’it.

What should we do? In the first place our attention should be directed to
try and get control of the government. The second thing is we should press in
"asking for measures of sooial security and we must seo that the economic condition
of the oountry is not unbalanced or upset. . In devising social security measures we
have to be realistic. Naturally urban labour will be better organised then rurel
labour. The tendenoy in recont years when any one talks of social security measures
is to devise measures only for industrial labour. Only the other day when there was’
*a labour conferencs, there was a proposal that the Beveridge report principle should
be applied to India. Iam not opposed to having a Beveridge plan for India but my
ocontention ig that if you want to adopt the principle- underlying the Beveridge report.
you must adopt it more or less on the same scele.

~ The Beveridge report does not deal with only one kind of labour. It deals
" with the whole national economy of Britain. My contention is that if you do not
raise the conditions of agricultural labour any attempt to reise the standard of living
of industrial or other labour will be futile, as could -be seen from the results of
- measures taken after the last wer, in England. Why should we omit agricultural
labour from our social seourity messures ? Being consumers. agricultural lebour
.moust have the purchesing power to buy industrial products, If they do not or cannot
afford to buy our goods, we cannot afford to manufacture our industrial goods at
the inoreased cost. 'My contention is that any measures taken by the Government
of [ndia to raize the standard of living should be applied to both urben and agriculturel
lebour if they want to avoid chaotic conditions. Even in England labour legislation
such as setting up of wage boards etc. was first applied to agricultural labour and
then only to -other. olasses of labour like coalminers. Agriculture was first takenm
up even in a country like England which is highly industrialised. Here the labour
oonference was only thinking of industrial labour and nothing was said of agricul-
tural labour and my proposel was that they should aléo inolude agiicultural labour
in the scope of any measures adopted to raise ‘the standard of living. The only
- response I got was that my amendment wes ruled out of order.

* We want the health of the nation to improve. We want people to realise
what it is to have goed health. food and sanitary conditions. But there must bea
ganeral rise in the standard of wages and living conditions.

But what iz happening ? - Our middle olass is getting poorer and poorer while
sour rioher classes are getting richer and richer. The backbone of the country, the
raiddle olasses are hard hit by the war. They do not share in the war prosperity.
they do not reap any profits cut of this inflation and war. The result is that the
.economy of the country has become unbelenced.

The Government of India are now gradually realising the gravity of the situa-
tion and are trying to meet it by having recourse to desperate measures and are .
{issuing ordinance after ordinance to cope with the situation, But not one of their
ordinanoes is able to cope with the situation and they cannot devise any effective
ameasure in controlling inflation or lowering the price level. Inoreased profits of -
{ndusty is offset by inoreased expenditure in the way of increagsed wages and dearness
allawanoe, which are upzetting the economy of the country and when normal condi-
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tions 2ot in. we are going to pass through @ very bad time. [t would have been
much batterif the government had listened to “us from the very beginning and
controlled prices and currenay alzo. They loft everything to chance till the
last moment and then they resorted to hap-hazard measures.

In all measures of reconstruction, I want you to realise that unifarm conditions
are essential and our object should be to see that the economy of the oountry isso
based that there is no difference belween sections or groups of people, the difference
batwaen gaotions of people should be narrowed down and the wealth of the country
shopd be properly distributed, .

) The health of the country should be improved. There should be sickness
insurance and unemployment relief for people of this country. All these things we
want, But my contention is that all these measures sheuld ba taken to include all

clagses of the populgtion and should not be confined to one particular section or area
or group.

. .For this, the most important thing is that a popular government of the country
must contro] the financial and fiscal policy of the government in the interests of
the poople of India, notin the interests of an elien country. What is happening
today is all our financial and fiscal policies are contralled not only in Delhi or Simla.
but'in London by the ‘Covernment of Britain. The present members of govern-
ment are not free masters of their own destinies. They are not free heads of
their own departments. - '

" Government have appointed five committees. But of these only one commit-
“tees tl_iat -on international industrial policy, has -ever met so far. Not baing free
from interference, the results of the deliberations of aven this committes are nil. OFf
the rests not Onfe' ' committee is working. The Secretery of the Reconstruction
Committee is an army general; ; perhaps there was no place for him in the army.
People who are interested and - aonnected with economics and industries are there
but the whole machinery is controlled by the 1. C. 5. and the ocabinst members. If
the government really want to reconstruct the country. they ought to have another
soparate committes with 2 separate member in charge of reconstruction. whois con-
versant with industrial and economic problems and progress. who must be an Indian,
and who will bo able to select hia own seoretaries and advisers and who will *be
allowed full scope. *If that is done, some work will be done. But as far as the prasent
measure ia concerned. although I agreed to move this resolution.’ I am a very great
pessimist. '

Rao Bahadur D. L. Sahasrabudhe seconding the resclution said :

Mr. President. ladies and gentldmen,

I have great pleasure in seconding the proposal which has been so ably moved
by Sir Vithal Chandavarkar. He has pointed out that there will be 2 number . of
~ diffioulties that we have to face in dealing with this proposal. It is a proposal which
coversa very wide field. But I shall restriot myself to only one section of it n.amely.
reconstruction of rural areas. Many of our people in cities have no proper idea ?f
" the conditions which prevail in villages._ Many of them think that there is fresh air,
quantity and quality of food in villages are excellent. good nfilk and butter ar?d fr-uh
vegetables are available. " But sitting in Bombay. it is impoas:!?le to know the situation
in villages. The actuel conditions in villagee ere far from satisfactory.

i d that in many villages the food that they grow is not encugh for
mora tlf:rlssf:u:oatbs. Their olothing is in tattered condition. Sometimes, there ar:
people who feel that since India is a hot country. it is not necessary to have fnu;;
dlothing. In many villages I have seen. they do not get even -good water suita ;
for drinking purposes. They bhave to go long distences of a mile or two in searc
of a weter well or tank. And even there, very often, thay have to uooo:d out wa:]e,:
trom small pools and fill their potsfmmthsbedsoft!wuvemortanl;l.a carry
water in small quantities. Such oonditio_ns are certainly depkfrable or any :eor:am-
ment and for any nation, certainly more deplorable are they in a country wi wo

have a government which calls itself civilised.
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In order to remove sll these dlfficultlen we must have proper recopstruction
of rural areas if we wish cur country to go forward. The first and foremost work of
reconstruction must be with regard to water. There are many places in the Wast
ooast whare they get rainfall to the extent of 100 or 150 inches dunng the rains.
But it is in these very areas that people sxperience great difficulty in getting dnnkmg
water In summer. | think every drop of water that comes down from the skies must
be properly collected and utlliced for the benefit of humen bazngs cattle and crops
and the soil and for the purposes of starting lnduatnel in rural aroas.

Then there is the' question of sail. When water comes down in. ahowera the
- showera remove fine partioles of -fertlle soil and this goes on year after -year. Ttis _
fio wonder. therefore, that our oropa are getting poorer and poorer overy year. Itis
necessary to see that the rain water is properly absorbed in the 20il and utﬂnseJ by
the orops. Later we must also see that the fertility of the soil is mmntamed by proper
supply of menures and fertilisers, And finally we must also see. that there is enough
nedical assistance and supplies elways available in all villages. to prevent diseases not
only of human beings, but also' diseases of cattle, crops and even sods whether thesa»
disenses are dus to insects, or baoteria or viruses.

‘ , .. There are a number of other proposals that can be menhoned For instence.
we must utilise all the energy we get from water works ta. start ‘new industries i in
rura] areas, Unless we have rurel village industries started we cannot raally znorease
the standards of living of the village population.

We want a scheme of froe and compulsory primary aducatnon. for unless we
toach these pecple and educate them proparly. we cannot meke them strive for higher:
standards of living. It is nouse merely telling them to go to schools. We must.
first of all improva thelr economic conditions and then ask them to turn their ayen to
the higher benefits of education. Unless we have all these measures taken in the
country. it will be very difficult to reconatruot the villages in, the proper way.

There is one other question and t.hat i, the increse in populat:on Wo know
that in recent years. population has inoreased by leaps and bounds. .Left to myself
I would certainly have proposed that this inoreass .in - populetmn should be. the first
question to be tackled and I would have reacmmanded wider knowledge of birth
control, But I do not think that my view will be acoeptable to all members of the
Federation and that iz why I do not take up that  question here

There I the question of finance. How ‘are we to- get money to get all these
schemes through ?  When the government oan raise big loans for war purposes, I
think there should be no difficulty in reising loans for thess reconstruction purposes. '
Rich people who now subscribe fresly to wardoans oap easily afford to subsoribe to
such reaonatruction loans whioh are meant for improvement of the condatmnu of the
people of the country. :

There is one amall point. that is about this consultative committee. As far as:
the committee consists of Indians. I have absolutely no objection and I.-am sure they.
will teke all questions into proper consideration. But many a tjme. it heppened and:

+ it is likely to happen agein that when a committee is appointed. & certain number
of forelgn experts are imported who take away & big slice of -our budget: * I am
terribly afraid of all Evropean oxpsrts. When they make their reports, their propo-
sals always contain several schemes for the working of which they suggest the names
of other European experts. Wae must take care that no outsiders are appointed on
 thess committees. With these suggestions, I heartily secong the resclution.”

\ Mr. K. R. Pradhan, Jalgaon, supporting the resclution said:

"Ladies and gentlemen: I have great pleasure in supporting this resolution. For
any real post-war reconatruction plam it is absclutely essential that India should ba
governed on netional lines in the interesta of the people of the country. end ‘mot to- )
serve any imperial mterestn or m the interests of the home goverament.

1 shall refer to our system of educahon The present system of eduoahon is
entirely unsuited to young men in that when they fimsh the:r education, they are not
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at all equipped to take their place and secure employment in the modern competitive
world, in that we do not consider giving them vocational .or industrial training. I
think in devising any system of national education. this aspect of fitting our young
men for future employment should be borne in mind and greater attention should be
paid to giving education a greater vocational biag in order to mest the problem of

" unemployment.-

When our young men finish their school education. asy at 16 or 17 yesrs.
when they come out. the big problem that looms large before them is how to get
employment. New avenues of employment must be opened before them if their
full and profitable smployment is to be secured. For this apart from India’s present-
atatus in the commonwealth of Nations where she has no equal place ameng othar

. dominions and in other parts of the world. new industries should also be stsrted in

the country which can absorb a large number of cur young men. For starting any
new industries, government support is essential. It is the duty of the government

- to bear the cost of nescent industries. Unless government s prepered to help indus-

- to have an efficient local self-government and the people seem

tﬁen in the intitia) stages, no ‘dovelopment of new and ocompstitive industries is
possible in any scheme of reconstruction.

With thege words, I heartily support the resolution.”
The resolutien was put to the vote and carried unanimously.

e —

9. INDIAN.STATES.

Mr. B. N. Gokhale (Bombay) gaid: Mr. President, Fellow-Delegate. ladies
end gentlemen : The resolution which stands in my name reads thug :— '

In view of the close ties existing betwesn the people of Indian Statesz

-and the people of British India and the impossibility of the former remaining
unaffected by political progress- in British India the Naticnal Liberal
Foderation considers that the rulers of Indian States should declaro 2z their
policy the preparation of their people as rapidly as possible for full responsi-
ble Government. This should be carried out by extended facilities for mass
.education, the extension of local self-Government. the oreation or enlarge-

" "ment of State Assemblies and other representative institutions vested with
. responsibility as well as power. At the same time the Federation hopes
that the subjects of Indian States will resort only to constitutional methods
for securing reforms and the redress of their grievances and assures them

of its full support.

1 may remind you, ladies and gentlemen, that in the sessions of our Federation
held at Bombey in 1938 and in Allahabad in 1939, resolutions were passed
welooming proolamations by the rulers of several Indien states promising to grant
their subjects an increasingly greater essociation with their administrations developing
into responsible government. Unfortunately those excellent examples were . not
followed by other states with the result that barring a few liberal administrations. -
in the large majority of the States to-day there is not even the semblance of
overnment. Even in those states whose rulers have
shown more liberal inclinations, the progaress has been so slow and l.he_ imitations
on the powers granted to the subjects so numercus. th_at it cannot be said that. the
rulers have given a sincere interpretation to their declarations. I remefnber visiting
ghtened Indian state where @ student asked me my impressions sbout the
[ said: “Looking to your roads. lighting and sznitation. you seem
to be happy.” The

! ¢ i i is. pointed out that visitors like me only got their
student, 00t saafied w:i. t:::,t thp; if I were to visit the interior, 1 would find the
administration rotten, His view mey be exsggerated, but the Lil?eral Party must
.call upon the rulers of the states to remove all just causes of c.:omp!mnt. o:ah .lha zart
of their subjects. The grounds on which we call upon the Princes to lxlge' m;e Itn :::
government are steted in the resolution itslf. Betwoen the peopleof DBriti

responsible or constitutional g

an enli
oonditicns there.

impressions from the ci

-
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and of the Indian states, there exist very close ties and the rulers must realise that
their subjeots cannot be expected to remain unaffected by the political progress and
ourrents in British India. ‘
But that is not the only reason why we are anxious that the princes should

move with the times amd make suitable changes in their administration. The late
Sir C. Y. Chintamani speeking on a similar resolution at the Lucknow session of the
Federation. made it clear that the Liberals sympathised with the subjects of the
native states -not because they wished any fll to the rulers but because they were '
convinced that the recognition of the rights of their subjects would be in the interests
of the princes themselves. Cannot the rulers realise that their position would be
firmer if they became constitutional heads of their states and gave up the autooratic:
aspects of their administration ? :

Lot us look at the question from another point of view. The princes in India
have come forward, and rightly 2o, to help the war effort. By ‘doing so they have
aligned themselves on the side of the democravies which are fighting the Fascist
powers, Can their support of the demooracies be regarded as sincere if they refuse to
change ‘their own administrations with a view to meking them conform to the demo--
oratio standarde, You, Sir, referred in your presidential speech to "Burke's dictum
on compromiss. Fellow-delegates, may I remind you that Lord Morley in histcele-
brated essay on * Compromise * explains Burke's observation by saying that compro-
mise can under no oircumstances mean giving comfort and strength with one hand
4o an institution whose death warrant you* purport to sign with the other ? Cur
charge against the British Government is that their present polioy is. entirely incom-
patible with their professed aims, and we must request the Princes also to look. at the,
question from a similar point of view. '

The second part of the resolution mekes it clear how we wish the Princes to
implement their policy of progress towards responsible Government. We want them
to provide more extended facilities for mass education, adequate powers of local self-
government, and to concede to their subjects such fundamental rights es liberty of
spoach, freedom of the press and association and an independent judiciary. We had
favoured the grant of these rights in our past resolutions and though some of them do

not find a place in today’s resolution, it is ebundantly clear that we are in favour of
those rights also.

In the final part of the resolution we assure the subjects of the native states of
our full sympathy with their aspirations and request them to stick to constitutional .
methoda for securing political advancement. There are bound to be* cheap snéers at
what might be deseribed as a piece of gratuitous advice on the part of the Liberals to
subjects of tho states. Our oritics however. conveniently forget that during the
:darkest days of the last war and thereafter. constitutional methods brought about
political advance and enebled the old Congress to establish complete communal
" 'harmony in the country. The results of the change of methods are too fresh to
need any reoapitulation. Itis on this ground that we appeal td the subjects of the
native states to follow constitutional methods.

I. therefore: commend this resolution to your acceptance.

Prof. R. H. Kelkar ( Poona ) saconding the resolution said: The proposal
is so full of explanations and it has been explained so clearly and details have been
20 brought out that there is very little for me to add to it. I am going to
confine myself to certain general considerations which have induced me to support
this proposition. '

This war is being Fought for the viotory of demooracies. The last war was
also fought for the same cause. We can see that in the lagt war several princes
had gone down in BEurope. Even in this war several princess have tumbled.
These are Italys Yugoslavia. Greece and the tide of democracy is goin§ ahead.
In fact even the best friend of the Prinoes, the Viceroy in his ‘last speech.
made before he left the ocountry, had warned Jagirdars and petty rulers that
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their days were very nearly over. Almost immediately

scheme. Rulers of the third and fourth olass states were asked to be absorbed by

the bigger states. The Princes secured logal advice and discovered a technical flaw.
The Ajmere decision has saved them for the time being but they are not to remain
content. _The merger scheme will come one way or other. One of the ways of the
Political Department is that they will get round the technical difficulties. They would
persuade, or put pressure if they fail in the method of persuading the rulers. There
are some politioians amongst us who say thet the princes are the representatives of the
military class of this.country and some-how or other they are looked upon es pillars
of the-autocratio system. Surely we are going to fight autooracy. The Princes
may choose to defy. If they don't take the warnings of the time into consideration
then they cannot be wise. Look at the late Ruler of Bikaner. He not only accepted
the Federal scheme in theory but also wanted to put it in practice. Whit the
Princes should do is to have an evolved merger scheme on their own initiative instead
of being forced by the Political Department or by other politicians. If the princes
could form their own sub-federations now. they could join the Ffuture Fedaration
when it comes with its benefits, By having federations of the states now. we will
be doing away with one of the biggest: flaws which we find in the states today
namely the whims of the rulers.and their intrigues. If Federations come, then they
will have to work as a whole and single intrigues cannot do and there will be others
to check, Further the merger scheme will do eway with economic disabilities.
States with a revenue of two lakhs and a population of fifty thousands, cannot very
well enjoy a proper judiciary and other privileges. Their rule iz very inefficient and
if they want to survive they have got to get together. They must prepare & merger
scheme of their own, They have rendered great servioes in this war and to certain
extont they have raised our name in the world. The temporary advantages from- the
war will soon disappear. Time and tide will not wait for them and they must recog-
nise the -sign of times and act accordingly. An advice given by- an organisation, so
friendly as the Liberals, must be taken into acocount by the rulers. The Bombay
states have announced reforms. Such examples are. very few. Over 500 States
" have not yet fallen in line. Ido not think that there are over a dozen who could
boast of progress. Liberals as we are, we lock to a much faster pace of progress.
“Things won't be good for them if they continue to do es at present and plain speaking
has become very necessary at this stage.

it was followed by the merger

The resolution was passed unanimously.

10. CIVIL DEFENCE

‘ Mr Naushir. Bharucha n;oved the folllowing resolution :

The Federation views with concern the decision of the Gov_ernment

of India to abolish practically the whole of the paid A. R. P. porsonnel in

! gome coastal towns and cities of India not yet reasonably immune from
™ hostile attacks from the sea or air and urges on the Government th(.a n'aed

' for maintaining an adequate paid nucleus of th? A. R. P. organization,
particulerly for reporting aip raid damage. fire fightufg. resoue a.nc_l clearance

of debris and rendering Blitz first aid. The Federation is of opinion that a;

« the war with Japan is yet in its initial stages and as e.n.emy seacraft abnl
aimraff can approach coastal towns and cities. the provision of a reasona. y\ .
gufficient paid A. R. P. organisation will contribute to the necesaa:yogmt;?;
tenance of the public morale in such areas which by the ret.anonaho mﬁ’

;-"importance are likely to become enemy. targets. 'Z!‘he che:]ahozﬁcﬁam Lo
’upo;al': the people of the country regardless of their poli col

co-operate in civil defence meagures for the security of their hearths and

homes. L - -
O:Ia gaid: In this country nobody took Civil Defence seriously until on the

morning of December 7 1941, Japan attacked Pearl Harbour. In spite of
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the fact that militery avietion has so much advenced in this war it is a peouliar
commentary on the official mentality that the authorities were absolutely complascent
about the probabllity of any attack from Japan. They argued that Pearl Harbour
- wasz 3,300 miles from Japan. On Decomber 6th the sir reid warning at Pearl
Harbour was discontinued | Even when hostile airoraft appeared the self-compla-
scent people could hardly believe them to be enemy airoraft. On Decembes 7, Pearl
Harbour was attacked. Then only people began to think of Civil Defence in India
in conorate terms. Japan's progress in the Pacific was alarming and sweeping. Within
ninety deys two million square miles of territory were conquered and our authorities in
India then put oivil defence in the Forefront of their programme. It was never adequate
and somehow or other tralning was rushed through. A huge personnel .had to be .
treined and illiterate people asked to co-operate. Before civil defence made any
progress the victory of the Allies on the Russian Front again induced in our officials
in charge of civil defenoe a sense of =élf complacency. Many of you in Bombay are
awars of the fact that the Government of India have decided with regard to Bombay
and several other coastal towns that they could be regarded as safa from hostile atta-
cks and from sea and air. There is one thing which this war has shown us and that is
no ground or anti-aircraft defence can be so adequate that modern bombers cannot
penetrate them. We hear of the R. A. F. daily going over Berlin with compara-
tively small loss. This establishes beyond doubt that modern bombers can penetrate
strong ack-ack defences. If today Japan does not choose to attack the eastern fron-
tiers of India it is not because Japanse bombers cannot penetrate the peninsule. It
is not because our A-A defences are likely to kesp them away. It is not certainly
from humanitarian motives. It is. it may be that Japan carries on a " phoney ** war
and one day she might attack. It is rather unfortunate that the Government of India
have decided to disband the A. R. P. personnel befors war hag taken a more favou-
rabla turn. Thecity of Bombay isgoopen toattack that if any craft attacks her from the
Arebian sea, and belive me there are Japanese craft in the Indian Ocean, it can have
move than muisance value. The Government's latest policy in regard to civil defence
is one of complacency which has proved more than once fatal to the Allies. This
Federation has done well in voicing its protest against the Government's policy in
regard to civil defence. Even today it does not ‘mean that the enemy cannot strike at
India if he wants, The R, A. F. undertakes a 1,500- mile trip to and from Germany
almost everyday. If you see the map of India there is a town on the Madras coast
called Ongole. If an enemy aircraft carrier can sneak up to within a hundred miles of
Ongole the Mitsubishi bombers could ocesily deliver blows right up to Bombay or to
towns in the peninsula. | hope the Government will reconsider their policy and not
neglect the civil defence organisation until Japan is routed from Burma and the
Bay of Bengal. [ trust this resolution of the Federation will convey to the Govern-
ment that at the moment we do not share the optimijsm which has permitted the
Government to neglect the civil defencs. '

Mr. M. S. Sirdar ( Sholapur ) in seconding the resolution gaid: 1 have
great pleasure in seconding the ‘'resclution so ably moved by Mr. Bharucha. The
resolution raises three or four points. In. protesting against the discontinuance
of the A. R. P. activities in certain coastal towns of Indie. I am sure the Federation is
voicing not only the sentiments of thosé here but wlso those who ‘are outside the
Federation. People are surprised why in the midst of war Government have
disbanded the A. R. P. staff. The A. R. P. has been disabanded not only in coastal
towns but also similar and cognate organisations in .the interier have become ab-
golutely dormant. The Civic Guards and village Defence organisations have been
disbanded sometime ago. It is necessary that the disbanded staff should be reinstae
ted. The Japanese menace has not yet died down. In fact India is going to be
made the vast base in the attack against the Japs. Moreover, what recently took
place in Calcutta, where daylight bombing was carried out by the Japenese, should
be borne in mind. Under the circumstances the A. R.P. should not have been
disbanded. It is° wrong to have disbanded the civic and village guards in the interior
also. 1do not want to digress but I must mention that even political sabotage has



51

not yet died down. Only this morning we read of a dacoity in a mail van near
Miraj. Such acts are still going on in the interior and public co-operation should be
sought in strengthening the civic and village guards organisations. I support the
resolution heartily. ' : o

Mr. Burjor J. Shroff ( Bombay ) supporting the resolution said : This is the
- most important resolution which the Federation has discussed and to my mind this
should heve been taken first. I ask you what will happen if some ‘aircraft carrier
comes along and drops some bombs over this city, You will then think only of the
A.R. P. 1 have not prepered any notes but I shall speak a few words  First the word
“civil defence” is itself a misnomer. The civil defonce portfolio has been transfarred
from one member to another member in the Viceroy's Council. The civil defence
includes rescue work, fire fighting, first aid, demolition squads eto. Notwithstanding
the fact that"civil defence has come into being only recently a large number has
joined it. A. R. P. and civil defence is a matter of life and death question. It is .
a grave wrong to have disbanded the A. R. P. organisation.

The resclution was put to the vote and pessed unanimously.

11. DEFENCE

"' The National Liberal Federation of India reiterates its demand for
a radical change in the defence policy of the country. It is of
opinion that the war has shown that for making adequate preparations for
the security of India it is essential that (1) the defence portfolio should
be entrusted to an Indian who commands the confidence of the people and
that (2) the defence forces of India should be organised on fully national -
basis. It urgesin particular that (3) the policy of Indianisation in all grades
of the Army.‘ Navy and Airforce should be accepted and that the large
number of Indian commissioned officers slready in the defence forces
who have acquired valuable exprerience should be fully utilised to bring
about domplete Indienisation at an early date. The Indian Emergency
Commissioned Officers. should not be demobilised after the war merely in
order to restore the pre-war proportion between Indian and British
officers. No non-Indian officer should be appointed to any post so long
ag an Indian officer with requisite qualification is available. The Fede-
ration Further urges that the army should be recruited from all provinces
and classes to a much greater extent than at present.”

Sir Raghunath Paranjpye ( Poona ) moving the above resclution said :

‘Mr. President. Ladies and Gentlemén,

Our National Liberal Federation has always insisted upon th_is question of
" defence and Indianisation of our defence forces much more strongly ths?n many other
organisations. It does not belive in the mere polioy of say and do nothing. bNow we
are not in a position to defend our own country. We must have somebody slse
t0. defend our country against any aggression at the present moment. But
we cannot go on like this. We should be prepared to sh.ou]der our defence
against any attack whatsosver. the policy of the goverr'lrnent_ in the past has not
been directed with & view to build up a national army which will be ready to take up
the defence of the country. Just now necessities of war hes made gozerr;:inen: go
some stops forward and our req?lutipn today asks that thtla:e -ste‘ps :ho:xh :Z o
rotraced as soon as the necessity is over. We w.ant that the egm;;ngf ah Sd sen
done should be further extended in order that India shOuld'ba capable of sho erfng
o defence. And for that purpose what are the things necessary ? The .ﬁrst
:re:i :«::t important thing is that there should be 'complete Indi;niss;:ion of ;];i Z:nou:

branches of defence foraes of the country. The time has gone by when we pen

i defence. We may take their help for
foreign country for shouldering our
train ) our g:neri in certain branches. This war has developed new weapons of war
tr?:',;;lgdid not exist befors. You must realise the difference between modern
whi
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defence services from what they were in olden times. We must have a strong navy
in these days to defend our coastline. Then there is the airforce which our people
did not dream of. In all these branches there is a certain proportion of Indians as -
officers and ranks already. We want all these officors and. personnel should be
utilised even efter the war in order that India should be ready always to shoulder her
own defence. In order to achieva that policy” underlying defence in consonance
with the needs and feelings of India, we want that the defence portfolio should be
held by an Indian gentleman who will be able to ropresent fully the aspirations of -
Indians. At present the policy is entirely directed by foreigners whose one .eye is
always directed towards the security and interests of Britain and other dominions
and the other eye may then be directed towards India. Ido not want that kind of
thing to continue. We want someone who will lay down the policy ofxdefence
_ which should be directed mainly with their eyes in the interests of India.” We are
fully prepared to co-operate with the government in all their steps but on an equal
footing so that we shall be able to get back as much as we give. Woe have seen from
thie war that we shall not be able entirely to depend on ‘our own armies for defence
in these modern days but we ought to bear our full share in the defence of the
country, not merely because we have no sympathy with aggressors and our sympathy
for the allies’ cause demands it, but because we want to equip ourselves for our own '
defence. Qur resolution is only for planning after the war. .

Planning for defence should not be delayed for one moment. It should
be taken up before anything else. If we -are not prepared for our own defence,
if we do not plan properly for defencs, all other planning would be more or
loss futile, To that, I say that we should plan for defence even before we plan
for anything else. On account of the war, opportunities nowadays are somewhat
more numerous. Formerly. twenty years ago. the officer ranks of the navy and
the army were entirely closed to Indians. We began to have a certain small number
in the officer ranks about twenty years ago. War conditions have mede it necessary
to have more Indian officers than before. But most of them ars only in the [ower
ranks of officers; very few of them have risen to be a lisutenant, colonel and none
to be a general or any such higher rank. But we hope that these people who have been
trained and have undergone all the ordeals of war will have their place in the future
defence of the country. We insist that all these peopls should not be demobilised and
their experience should not be left to go waste but they should after the war have a
controlling voice in direoting the polioy of defence of the country.

There is one point which is particularly mentioned here. that no non-Indien
should be appointed to any post for which Indians with requisite qualifications are
available and Indian officers should not be demobilised after the war merely in
order to reators the prewar proportion of Indian and British officers in the services.
There is at present a substantial number of Britishers who are officers in the Indian
army. Perheps we can understand that; but at least in the medioal corps, this iz
not neaessary. « We do not agree that there should be a substantial number of British
offigers in the medical corps for which encugh Indians could always be found. We.
hope that at least in the Indien Medical Service, all the officers should be Il'ldians
Wo also want that at the end of war there should be no proportion of British -tc;-'
Indian officers in the Indian services and we ask thet no non-Indian should be appoin-
ted to any post for which an Indien officer with the necessary qualification is avail*-.

able, or if appointed. should be appointed only tem i il Indi
. porarily until Indians are
trained to teke their places. properly

Fi
. , \
So far as recruitment to the defence services is concerned. we want that they

should be recruited more evenly from all provinces than is done at present. Every-
body should be given an equal opportunity to get training in defence and fit bim l.YII‘
to be able to participate in the defence of the country when the time comes. Isfld
not know whather it is possible to introduce compulsory military training for .all but
at any rate | want that in every village a certain number of pecple should have h:d
military training. Such training and reoruitment should not be restricted to certain
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provinces or goctions of Indians which are supposed to be martial provinces or
martiel races but should be open to all sections end provinces in the country.
That idea of martial province and race has been now given up probably becauss
sufficient number of men are not available in such provinces. Consequently cther
provinces are being called on to supply army personnel. 1 hope that policy wil be
continued. I do not see any reason why people from any class or any province in this
country should not become capital soldiers or officers. I hope that even if 2 number
of present officers and men in the services have to be demiobilised, their training will
be mede use of to train people in their own places and then we shall have a very
large number of reserve even if a vast standing army is not found possible, so that
India will be prepared to shoulder her defence at any time.

This question of defence is the most important of all questions end all other
questions are subordinate to defence. All those would be nesded but before every-
thing else, defence will be necessary. If the country is not -prepared to defend
itself, all other plans are of no value. In the world asit is at present. with human
beings as they are. pure non-violence is not going to succeed. for as long as we can
visualise. 'When that comes we shall all be glad to welcome it. But until the world
recognises non-violence as the only weapon to settle all quarrels. the consequences
of our stioking to non-violence will be terrible. We ere a peaceful nation: India
certainly has no aggressive intentions; but we must be prepared to defend our-
selves against any aggressor. And itis in this spirit that wa suggest in this resolution
that attention should be paid to meking Indis able to shoulder her own defence and
fit India to take her proper placein the comity of nations of the world. 1have great
pleasure in commending this resolution for your acceptance.

Dr. G. S. Mahajani, ( Poona ) seconding the resolution said :

Mr. President. Ladies and Gentlemen : You observed yesterdsy. when we
discussed the political situation, that the rule under Sec. 93 .In provinces has put
back the political clock of the country by over fifty years. .I believe t}fat the measure
of complete Indianization of the Army. whif:h in essende is the subject matter of .
the present resolution will, more than anyth::ng elsa, a.dvan?e us further towards

~ complete self-rule. It is because of my convicticn that this policy will put .forward
the political clock that I acoepted with pleasure the call to second the resolution.

The proposition urges that Government should lose. no time in jssuing a state-
ment of policy that will touch the imagination of the public ﬂn‘! produce the p’Y°h°]°;
gical atmosphere ensuring a dontinuous flow of' men for entry mt_°;h° threelfarms ‘]’
the fighting services—the army. navy and the. e_ur-Force. I shall confine myself mainly
to the first and the last clauses of the proposition. ' .

Standing on the intellectual plane of cold reason. it is en unexceptionable
that the country needs more democra:zaltlo;.]j t: grfea:}e:: d:gtre:at :E

. 1o 4 litarization : the first to secure the stability o state, the
industrialization ?;de?i?;l;a::;’s:émiemy and the third to ensure its safety and
gecond to. secur; ﬁ.’ is indeed so obvious. And yet speaking only of the last aspect,
T hevo tose. i tholght of my esperience as @ member of & Sclction Board for

. £ Commissioned Officers, thet thero is somathn.ng in the atr.no'sph?re
rear.=r1.1.1tmemt °_ h makes the present resolution abgolutely essential. The old distinction
bout us, which ma _martial races has been done away with. And you may

. considerations also do not enter into the ques-
.t;-ake it from me tl;:soc;lfstz eili:;;c’:eie in their nature objective and yet. the sad
tion.. : The ?efliat of the candidates coming up before the Beards, the percentage . of
experience is ni about thirty and often below twenty-five, The large number of
a(;.ce;{tances;jdo bg explained either on the supposition that young men of this
"rlelec_txons cou ti‘c darly of a poor calibre or that those of the right stamp are not
522:1:: ;::wlla:c.l., T am convinced on ant-s that the trou'ble.lifm lrtlhe the Ai;differ\i?ca h;;‘f
k . of the right kind and their reluctance to join . y. We :
the.ycung_ men among our visitors some members of the Public Service Commi-
while a__tOLI:l:I:IEOthe-m_ Khan Behadur Abdul Aziz—who sat with us and watched

proposition to say

presgervat

‘between the martial and non

‘ssion.
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the parformance of the candidates under the new tests, obsorved that the candidates
that go before the Public Service Commission for even such civil posts as those of
Tahsildars, showed merit of 2 really high order. The unmistakable conclusion is
this: not that our young men are inferior to those of other countries; not that the
new tests are too severe; but that the right kind of material ia not *coming forward
for the Army. That again brings up the question, Why ? There are various reasons.
First, as Sir Raghunath Paranjpye pointed out. no effort has yet been made to rouse
the imagination of the youth. If only wg had the Defence portfalio in the hands of
on Indian member who commanded the general confidence. what a tremendous
change It would make in the situation | -Government sends no doubt propoganda
officlals ‘to Colleges and Universities but they cannot succeed in bringing about a
change. as the ‘appointment,of an Indian Defence member would.

I may as well mention two factors whi_oh. to put it mildly before the minds of
the young on this important question of the Army, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, speak-
ing at the Lucknow University ( 8th Deo. 1941 ) cbserved: '

 “1f | were asked with whom my sympathies lay in this war. [ would
unhesitatingly say : with Russia, China, America and-England. But inspite
of my sympathy for the group. there is no question of my giving help to
British. How can I fight for a thing which is denied to me—freedom ?"

Statements like these do weigh with the young. Now, on the plane of cold
reason, the answer to the above is not difficult. It is not merely a guestion of
helping Britain. It is as well a question of helping the interests of our country. If
you do not come forwerd to become officers in the Army.—thatis what I say to
students,—who loses ? Do you think that- the Australians will not come forward ? Do
you think thet the South Africans will hold .back ? Recruits are every day joining-
in numbers ; battalions will be formed, And if you do not officer them, young men
of other countries will take those postsx And surely it is not in the interesta of India
that her armles should oontinue to be officered by non-Indians,

Again Mr. Gandhi, in the first publio speech after his arrival in ‘Bardoli de-
clared (on 10th Dec. 1941 ) : * I have no doubt that in spite of the opinion of some
of the laaders to the contrery, the large mass of the people will continue the present
programmae of opposition to all wars.

It seema, I admit. soméwhat difficult to meet this argument. But not really.
Gandhi is not the only pacifist in the world nor is he the originator of pacifism. In
faot. barring the Fascists and the Nazis who glorify war—all the people of the
demooratic nations have elready outlawed, in their conscience, war as an instrument
of national polioy. *We are essentially—all of us and Liberals partioularly—pacifists.

But surely there ia time for everything. When the agressor nations have started

a totel war by virtuelly reising the question of world supremacy, any pacifist pro-
paganda as that of Gandhi can lead to only two results: it will disorganize the
very people whose first duty is to oppose agression and secondly it will simply invite
the agressora to proceed unhampered with their destructive mission.

But Sir. e I said. argument elone ocannot touch the hearts of men. The
resolution, therefore. urges by its first clause the appointment of en Indian Defence
Momber. The last clause is also very significent. I have been told by several people
when I mentioned to them the faot that proper type of young men are not coming
forward,—I have been told by them that things would change if Government gave a
guarentee that after the war people that have jcined the army will not be cast adrit but
necessarily absorbed in some services, if not in the ermy itself. Now. Sir, all honour
to those~-officers and men who have joined the army in spite of the various voices
and distractions to the contary. The Federation has already publicly expressed in &
reschution the country’s gratitude to them for keeping the war and ravages of war
at a distance. All honour tothem, I repeat. as they have joined in spite ‘of the
unkindest out of being dubbed ** mercenaries* ( Sir Raghunath Peranjpye: hear, |
hoar ). Yoz, but do we not owe them—does not Government owe them a duty ? The;
hnye joined with an ideal before then::--that the indien army will be natjonalised.
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Should they not be then assured that their services and their skill will be retained for
the Indian Army, even after the war ? Should they not be at least relioved of their
anxiety by the assurance that they will be definitely absorbed in some service ? The
last cleuse of the resolution urges this upon the Goverment.

With these words, I second. the resolution.

Mr. R. J. J. Mody. ( Bombay ) supporting the resclution said ;

I have very great pleasure in standing before you with a view to support sz
shortly as possible the resolution which has been so ably moved and seconded by my
friends Sir Reghunath Parenjpye and Dr. Mehejeni. Ladiss and gentlemen. my
humble conviction is that cur nation is not worthy of self-govarnment. if she is notin
a position to defend herself. I respectfully agree with Sir Raghunath Parenjpye when
he says that all of us should support this resolution in spite of ell our grievances

-against the government. A nation like us. a great nation like us Indians cannot be
expected to go on for all times to be ruled and defended by a foreign nation. There
were times when we wers enjoying as Indians a great position and hed a great repu-
tation, a great trade and equal trede wivh every nation in the world but it was God's
wish that we should fall from that high pedestal. that we should fall to such a low
Jevel. that other nations should rige up in the intervening period between ocur rise and
prosperity as a nation and out present position. We were during this period on the
downgrade as far as national boundary is concerned. [ think it was Sir Surendranath
Bannerjee-when he was in England. he was once pained to be reminded and taunted
about the past reputation of Indian nation and her present lowly position. It was too
much for a patriot like him and it is said that he retorted in these words: * My dear
friend when we were enjoying the greatest possible oivilisation that the world has
ever seen, we in India enjoyed the sight of you Britons hanging from bushes of
trees in your country. i .

L There is nothing to be ashemed of. Wae agres we have not marched forward
with times. That is why we are now taking our cue from our socalled better civilised
brethren in the west. Now we agres that defence is the mosf important thing which
should acoupy our mind and cur whole attention and Britishers have taken for granted
" that we Indians are mollyceddled all our lives and that we are not in a position to
defend ourselves. But what do we say ? The call of duty has drawn all our scldier -
sons of Indie and they have to acknowledge what our sons have achieved. We have
achieved suocesses and we need mot yield one point to the British, Australian or
American soldier on the battlefie!d. They have so to say worked wonders. What
hes been adhieved by these soldier sons hes. ellowed us to march from strength to
strength, from staga to stage and one day we will come into our own. _

Woe have been given certain promises that certain allowances end privilages |
will be allowed to cur young men who join the army and the militat:y forces. Now
is it not natural if they ask what shall porsterity get when tha wer is won and Fhe
world is made secure, is it not natural that he should like to pla_v.; his part in plaflqm_g
the brave new world. He is not content to play the second fiddle to anyone in the
world. In the world to come India must have her own army: she must be able to

défend her gigantic coastline against Japan or any other foes. ‘

i red for all events. We have
As Sir Raghunath bas said. we must be prepe '
" mede a smalllrbeg?nning; Jet us go from stage to stage and the::a will be a time when
. wo will be creating an army, a navy and an-airforce which will be a match to any of
the most powerful countries in the Woest. |
With these faw' words, I take the liberty of moat heartily supporting the reso-
Tution which has been placed before you | ‘ ‘ |
The resclution was put to the vote and carrieed unanimously.
Council and Office-bearers for 1944.

The President then moved and declared carried resolution in regard to the

Council and Office-bearers for 1944, .
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(a) The Federation elects Messrs. M. D. Altekar, Naushir Bharucha and
Surendra Nath Verma as its General Secretaries for the year 1944,

(b) The Federation elects the undermentioned Council for the year 1944.
( See Appendix A).

Resolution No. 1-4.

‘Sirdar P. S. Sodhbang (Punjab) in moving the last resolution of the National
Libaral Federation Inviting ‘the 25th Session to Lahore during Christmas WG_ek in
1944 gaid: '

“1 feol it a privilege to request the whole assembly here to acoept our humble
{nvitation to hold the next session in the Punjab. We Punjabis are very poor people
(laughter). I am glad that at the present session a veteran scion of an old sikh family
* iz prosiding. We extend the invitation of the next session to be held in the Punjab.
We Punjabis are not millionaires and you will find at this time there great cold. I
hope delegates from all parts of India will visit Lahore for the session and we will
leave no stone unturned to make their stay comfortable, :

Pandit Haridutt Sharma seconding the motion said : T heartily support the
resolution moved by Sardar Sahob. . Ido so because I am confident that Punjab
Liberals cordielly and warmly welcome this Federation there. We will do our best to
make the session a great suocess. I would request the leading lights of the Liberal

Federation to co-operata actively with us to attend the next session in large numbers ~ °

and to help us in making the people of Punjab take to national liberal politics. *

The resolution was ocarried unanimously.
Vote of thanks to the Chair.

In proposing a vote of thanks to Sir Maharaj Singh, President of the Liberal
Federation, Sir Chimanlal Setalvad said :

*If falls to my lot to perform the pleasant duty of proposing a hearty vote of
thanks to our worthy President. Ladies and Gentlomen, we have not taken our
President in progession in a carriage drawn by fifty elephants or fifty horses or
camels. Though we were not so very demonstrative we offer our heartfelt thanks
to him. Sir Maharaj Singh by his unfailing courtsey coupled with his good humour
and firmness has conducted the procesdings very successfully and in this I am echo-
ing the feslings of you all.

Ladies and Gentlemen; We all desply deplore the present political deadlock in

the oountry. But who ia really responsible for that state of affairs ? Although want
of unity among ourselves has contributed to it. in the ultimate analysis. the British
‘Government themselves are responsible. Because of the great distrust created in
the minds of the pecple by their past ections nobody is prepared to take their pro-
mises and professions on their face value. One ocannot forgst that for nearly a
hundred years they insisted on holding the civil service examinations in Britain there-
by making it almost impossible for Indians to compete in that service. One cannot
forget again that for 30 years and more they imposed upon the infant texile
industry in this country an iniquitous excise duty in order that Lancashire goods may
-gell in this country. They never tock up seriously the question of the Indienisation
of the Army. Coming to recent times when we weroe there for the Round Table
Conference and the Government of India Act was under preparation, they stoutly -
refused even to mention in the preamble of the Act that the political goal of India
was Dominion Status. When the Perliamentary Committee sat on the bill we
hed the Indian delegation headed by His Highness the Aga Khan and though all of
them unitedly made certain proposals not one was accepted. Not only that, but they
sintroduced many stringent safequards for. protecting the British interests in
India that disfigure the Aot of 1935. It was only -under the stress of war that
they offered Dominion Status and Cripps was szent out to negotiate. The distrust
«created by their past actions capnot be forgctten ina short time. That distrust
caused the failure of the Cripps proposals.
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Ladies and Gentlemen: In the long history of the British they have never
done the right thing at the right time. They have been always too late in doing
the right thing. That is how they lost the American colonjes and how they lost
Ireland. This failure to do the right thing at the right time has caused all the distrust
in the minds of the people of this country in British intentions and professions.
All the same we all have the best interests of the country and therefors it behoves
us all to unite as much as we can and bring united pressure to beap upsn the British
Government to give independence to thig country at the proper time.

Ledies and Gentlemen: Sir Maharaj Singh is very wellknown in this oountry
as the distinguished scion of a distinguished family. He has conduoted the proceed-
ings of the Federation during the lest three deys as you have seen with good ability.
I on behalf of you all tender to him our heartfelt thanks.

Mr. D."G. Dalvi, in seconding the vots of thanks proposed by Sir Chimanlal
Setalvad said:—We owe a debt of gratitude to Sir Maharsj Singh for the lead he
hes given to the Liberal Federation in the difficult times through whioh our
country and our party are pessing. He has taken the trouble to come ali the way
from Lucknow to preside over our deliberations and has so condusted our proceedings
thet no member can complain that he was not fully heard. He has made some
valuable suggestions in his presidential address end I am gled, some of them have
been embodied in our resolutions. I hope, he will strive to give effeot to some of
them in the next year. Among the several suggestions made by him. | may refer
to one or two, incorporated in our resolutions. The food resolytion regarding
Bengal contains the proposal that a Commites should be appointed to inguire into
the muddle. The resolution about the political deadlock demands that thers should
be an unconditional relerse of the detenues and then a Conference should be con-
vened. I draw your attention to this suggestion because it shows that Sir Maheraj
Singh has examined the question from a stateman's point of view. He has shown
that he has the correct appreciation of the working of the human mind and the
psychology of the human nature.. Having worn official clothes all these years. it is
a surprise to me, how well he has preserved his patriotism and statesmenship. As
régards the suggestions about a conference of leaders. I think. the Viceroy should
convens it. There is a precedent forit. when during the last war. the Viceroy.
Lord ‘Chelmsford, had convened such a conference end Lord Willingdon, as
Governor of Bombay had convened it at Bombay- You will _remamber that Lord
Linlinthgow had called for interview fiftytwo public men individually. If be ha'd
called “them jointly in a conference there would have been better results. Y.ou WEU
also remember that Dr. Jayakar recently revealed thata member of thfr Viceroy's
Exeoutive Council had urged upon Sir S. Cripps thet he should i“'f"t“ leaders
of the vearious political perties jointly for a Conference. It seerna that sinos the R.

T. C. the British, Government fight shy of such conferences.
Our resolution on the political deadlock has come &t a very opportune time.

' dt on his mouth though he assured us that he had
Lord Wevell et 30 a1 I;esf:snta? b:g. In his address at Caloutta, he refrained from

n of the deadlock because he did not believe that talking .at
the situation. He will soon eddress the Central Legis-
ruary when he may formulate his policy and I trust
] am not at all certain about it, but

many things hidden in b
touching on the questio
the present time would help
lature at Delhi on 17th Feb o b
our resolution will help him in formulating it.

. the best. @
e ai[:: i?nl‘fc:'oode f:rmne that wo have a_President like Sir Maharaj Singh to

this junctur justi i ing that we can fully rely on
guide is j dwaaremstlfied in feeling :  car
lgﬁ‘::l: ui;;em:l:t of::' reesoal?xtions. " We have complete confidence in him (Cheers.).

o

The Chairman of the Reception Committee put the resolution to the vote and

th was carried with acolamation. . o _ 4
8 sam;he_ Prosidont, Reja Sir Meharei Singh. in his concluding remarla xaxd. .
« My friends, 1 thank fromjthe bottom of my heart my friend, Sir Ctl;manh:
b -S talv: &h:zd t;:ey fr;end Mr. Dalvi. for the very kind and generous and. and may
etalvad, ’
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say, undeserved remarks that they have made about me. I asked in the beginning
of my presidential address for your good wishes and your co-operation. You have
given both to me In abundant 'measure and for that 1 am truly grateful. Ther are
certain persons in Bombay whom I am sure you will wish me to thank. In the first
place, there are the Chairman and Members of the Reception Committee. Give them
a cheer | (Choers). They have done much to mzke our (stay in Bombay enjoyable.
I am speoially indebted to my friend. Sir Cowasiee Jehangir. He iz & wallknown
figure. not only in Bombay but throughout the whole of India and I have no doubt.
in other countries as well. I am grateful to him on my behalf and also on behalf
of cur ex-president Sir B. P. Singh Roy. ends may I add, to Lady Jehangir also.
Next I must not omit to thank the office—bearers. What would eny asso-
ciation do without its office bearers ? The National Liberal Federation is fortunate
* in having a8 its Secretaries Prof. Alteker and Mr. Naushir Bharucha and as the
Aunistant Seoretery. Mr. V. R. Bhende. All of them have been most courteous:
obliging and useful. :

I am sure that you will not allow me to conclude without also expressing our
gratitude to the girls from the Indian School of Music who opened our proceedings
two days ago with singing. The volunteers have been of considerable help to mem-
bers of tho Reception Committee and to us, They also deserve cur thanks.

Leat but not least | thank the authorities of the Cama Orientel Institute who
have allowed us'the use of this halll. For this we are particularly indebted to

‘Mr. R. J. J. Mody. BE
. Ladies and Gentlemen: This has besn a very pleasant. and I think that. you
will all agree with me. a very useful session. A high level of debate has been main-
tained. It was a joy to us. particularly. to me, to find that our session was graced
by the presence of Rt. Hon'ble Srinivasa Spetri. who in spite of his ilhealth travelled
the long distance to Bombay from not benighted but distant Madras. I remember, when
I was in South Africa, on more than one occasion, hearing of the admirable work
done by the first Agent-Genreral for India. Tributes were often paid to the two
best speakers in the English Languege—neither of whom wae English—One was
the Rt. Hon'ble Sestri and the other was Mr. Hofmeoyer of Boer extraction. I think
that we are fortunate in having had sympathetic treatment from the Bombay Press
which gave full publicity to the proceedings of our Session and to our resclutions. I
refer partioularly to the ‘Times of India™and the ‘Bombay Chronicle.’ _ .
One thing is striking about us Liberals and our resolutions. We never ask
anything for curselves. - We want concessions in the country for our countrymen
and not for Liberals as such, And then we are non-communal body. Ag] saidin
my presidentiel speech, we donot and ‘cennot indulge in communal-of political
slogans which generally carry little conviction outside the misetings at which they
are uttered. I am very glad to hear that a branch of the Liberal Federation has
been started—or rather.- revived—in Lahore. Give them a Cheer'! (Cheer)., With
Punijabis, espeoielly of the calibre of Sardar Sodhbens, you mey be sure that they
will carry their efforts to a successful conclusion. It will be 2 pleasure to many of

us to meet next year in Lahore. : g

In conolusion I hope, ladies and gentlemen, that each of you will try to in-
crease the membership of the Liberal Federation but what is more important—that
each of you will spreed our views. which are the views of 'thousand_s of intellectuals
in this country although they may disown the appellation af Liberals.  And 1 would
implore you to do everything to inculoate a apirjt of unity in a country. in which
unfortunately there are discordant opinions. You ocan do that by never saying
unkind words about any other politicel party. There is nothing so easy es sarcasm -
or unkindness. Both these have been applied to us. As Liberals we can safely
ignore them and not reteliate. On the contary let us do everything in our power
to narrow the difference between India's varicus groups such es Hindus. Muslims
and others and politioal parties such as the Congress and the Muslim League.

I thank gou all again most cordially. o .

_The President then dissolved the mesting. - -
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Mr. D. V. Ambekar. Servants of India Society, Poona 4.
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L. X. Rego. 48, Nesbeit Road, Mezagaon, Bombay 10.

Mr. K. T. Engineer, Banoo Mansion, Cumballa Hill, Bombay.

Mzr. K. R. Pradhan. Advooate, Jalgaon. ( East Khadesh ).

,Dr. Gope Gurubux. Ph. D, Simle.

Bengal.

" Mr. N. K. Basu, Advocate. 12. Asu Biswas Road, Caloutta.

Mr. K. C. Neogy. M. L. A. ( Central } Southern Avenue. Calcutta.

Mr. H. M. Bose. Bar-at-Law. 18A, Lansdowne Road, Caloutta.

Mr. Satinath Roy. 15, Panditia Place, Rashbehari Avenue, P. O. Calculta
Mr. P. N. Singh Roy. O. B. E., 15, Lansdowne Road, Caloutta. -

Mr- Sudhansu Kumar Mitter. 34/1. Elgin Road, Calcutta.

Kumar Rajendra Narain Roy..79. Upper Chitpore Road. Calcutta.

Rai Nagendra Nath Mookerjee Bahadur, O. B. E. Ranaghat, Caloutta.

Rai Keshab Chandra Banerjee Bahadur, Satrapur. Dadca.

Mr. Jastindra Mohan Datta. 45, Barrackpore Trunk Road. Culdutt_’a.‘

Mr. Manmathanath Sen. Sclicitor, 44, Ramkanto Bose, St.. Celcutta. -
Mr. B, K. Chaudhari, Advocate, 99/1/C, Cornwallis St.. Caloutte.

Lord Sinha of Raipur. 7, Lord Sinha Road. Calcutta. )

Raja Bhupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur, M. L. C., of Nashlpur 54, Gari-
ahat, Road, Caloutta.

Mr. D. C. Basu Mallik, 18, Radhanath Malik Lane. Calcutta.

Mr. Shivaprasanna Ghose, 75, Beadon Street. Caleutta.

Mr. Bhagvandas Kalla, 29, Clive St., Calcutta.

Mr. Shivkissen Bhatter, 30, Clive St., Caleutta.

Mr. Gostha Bshari Mondal, Nawabganj. Barrackpore, Bengal i

Nirmal Chandra Ghose. “ Rajbati ” Sheoraphuli, Hooghly ( E: I. R.).
Kumear Sarabindu Narayan Roy. M. A. 11. Braunfeld Row, Caloutta.
Mr. D. C. Ghose, Bar-at-Ldw, 23, Debendra Ghose Road, Calcutta,

Mr. Kiran Chandra Dutt, M. R. A. S.. (London ) 1.Lexmi Dutt Lane, Cal

cutta.

Mr. Anil Chandra Dutt. Solicitor. 6, Brmdabad Pal Bye Lane, Shyambazar:
Caloutta. ‘

United Province.

Pandit Igbal Narayaﬁ Gurtu, Hamilton Road, Allahabad.

Rai Bahadur Lala Behari Lel, Rani Mandi, Allahabad.

Rai Bahadur Dr. Brijendra Swarup, Civil Lines, Cawnpore.

Rai Braj Narain Gurtu, George Town, Allahabad.

Babu Bodh Raj Sahney, Advocate, Civil Lines, Jhansi.

Pt. Krishna Prasad Kaul. Ganga Prasad Memorial Building. Lucknow,

Pt. Gopi Nath Kunzru, Advocate, Clive Road, Allahabad-

Mshta Krishna Ram, Leader Buildings, Leader Road, Allahabad.

Rai Bahadur Babu Braj Nandan Lal, Fatehgarh.

Babu Vishnu Nath, B. A. LL. B., Advocate. 3. Cawnpcre Road, Allahabad.
Rgo Raje Rai Bahadur Dr. Shyam Behari Misra, 105, Gola Gunj, Lucknow.
Mehta Mahipat Ram, Leader Office. Leader Road. Allahabad.

Rai Bahadur Pt. Parmeshwar Nath Saparu. Advocate I'yzabad.

_Rei Bahadur Rem Narain, Civil Lines, Cawnpore.

“Rei Bahadur Bhagwati Saran Singh. Chandra Bhavan, Qutram Rd, Allahabad..
Rai Bahadur B. Kamta Prasad Kekkar, Rani Mandi, Allahabad.

Raja Maheshwar Dayal Seth, Talugdar, Kotra, Sitapur. District.

Rai Bahadur Kunwar Guru Nerain, Maurawan ( Unao ), Oudh.
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. Rai Bahadur Pt. Badri Dutt Joshi, Vakil. Almora.

Pandit Raj Nath Kunzru, Chili Int. Agra.

Mr. Ayodhaya Dass. Bar-at Law, Anand Bhavan, Gorakhpur.
Pandit Rameshwar Nath Zutshi, Leader Office, Allahabad.
Kunwar Sukhbir Singh. Surajpur Estate, via Hathras, Aligarh.
Rai Bahadur Pt. Sukhdeo Beheri Miera, Mall, Lucknow.

"Mr. E. Thomas Chopdhri. Lucknowr.

Madras.

Reja Sir Annémalsi Chettiyar, Chettinad Palace, Adyar, Medras.

Rao Bahadur Dr. C. B. Ramarao, Kanti Nivas, Basavengudi, Bangalore City.
Rao Bahadur M. R. Ramaswami Sivan, Coimbators.

Mr. E. Vinayaka Rao, Advocate, 23, East Meda St.. Mylapore. Madras.
Mr. K. Balagubramania Iyer, * The Ashram ** Luz. Mylepore. Madras.
Dewan Bahadur M. Balasundaram Naidu. C. I. E., Ritherdon Road, Madras.
Mr. R. Suryenerayen Reo. Servants of India Society, Royapetta. Madras.
Mr. S. R. Venkataraman. Servants of India Society. Royapetta, Medras.
Mr.‘V. M. Nayanar, Servants of India Society, Royapstta, Madras.

Mr. C. R. Somayajulu, Journalist. Vizianagaram S. I.

Punjab.

The Hon'ble R. B. Lale Ramsaran Das. C. 1. E. Lahore.

The Hon'ble Dr. Sir Manohar Lal Xt., LL. D., M. L. A.. Club Rd.. Lahore.
Mr. B. L. Rallia Ram, Y. M. C. A., Lahors.

Sardar Bahadur Uijal Singh. M. L. A. Upper Mall. Lahore.

Khan Bshadur Sardar Habibullah, Bar-at-Law. Davis Road. Lzhore.

Sardar P: S. Sodhbans, Mcleod Road. Lahore. ‘

Mr. C. L. Anand. Bar-at-Law. Principal, Law College, Lahore.

Bhagat Govind Das, Advocate, Model Town, Lahor.

Mr. Abdul Qayum Malik, Bar-at-Law. Begum Road. Lahore.

Main Mohd. Sharif. Advocate, Anarkali. Lahore.

-Diwan Bahadur S. P. Singha. M. L. A. University House, Lahore. -

R. B. Labhchand Mehra, Amritsar.
Pandit Heradutta Sharma, Servants of India Society, 27. Maclagan Road.

.Lahore.

Mr. Banwarilal Sharma. -

Central Provinces & Berar.

Dewan Behadur K. V. Bramha, C. . E., M. B. E.. Advocate, Nagpur.
Mr. P. Kodanda Reo, M. A., Servants of India Scciety, Nagpur.
Mr. N. A. Dravid. Servants of India Society. Craddock Town. Nagpur-
Mr. A. D. Mani, Servants of India Society. Craddock. Town. Nagpur.
Mr. K. K. Mankeswar, Auditor. Dhantoli. Nagpur.

Mr. J. V. Deshpande. Cfo Sir M. B. Deshpande Mahal. Nagpur.

Mr. K. S. Bharedwaj. Manager, The “Hitevad”, Nagpur.

Mr. N. B. Chandorker, Advocate, Dhantoli, Nagpur.

Behar, Orissa & Assam.
M. L. N. Sahu. M. A., Servants of India Society. Cuttack.

Raj Bahadur K. L. Barua, Shillong.
Mr. Chandra Barua. Jorhat, Assam.



