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NATIONAL LIBERAL FEDERATION OF TNDIA 
·THE TWENTY-FOURTH SESSION 

Wednesday; December 29 1943. ' 

~rwenty-fourth session of the National Liberal Fed9llltion of India assem
led at tlJ Sir Jeevanji Mody Hall (of the Cama Oriantal Institute) Apollo Street, 

.,_.,.....,<l.at 5 P.M. on Wednesday. the 29th December 1943. There wu 8 large 
ntative gathering of delegates. members and vhritori prominent among 

"' resent being Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, -Sir Cowalji and Lady Jehanglr. Sir 
....,-,~wu·Patker. The Hon'ble Pandit Hirdaya Nath Kunzru. Sir Raghunath Paranipye, 

the Hon'ble Sir B. P. Singh Roy, The Rt. Hon. V. S. Srinivasa Sastri. Sir Vitbal 
Cbandavarkar. Mr. T. R V enkatarama Sastri. Sir Sorabii Saklatwala, Sir 
Francis Low, Sir Janardan Madan, Mr. Fazallbrahim Rahimtoola. Mr. B. S. Kamal, 
Mr. H. G. Gbarpuray, Rao Bahadur D. L. Sabesrabnddha. Mr. A. D. Shroff. Dr. G. S. 
Mabajanl, Rev. and Mrs. John Mackenzie. Mr. J. A. Collaoo and Mr. D. G. Dalvi. 

After a musical prayer sung by a group of girls from Prof. Deodhar's Indian 
School of Music. Sir Cowalji Jabangir. Chairman of the Reception Committee 
opened the proceeding• by welcoming ·the delegatea. He .said: 

"Fellow Delegates. Ladies and Gentlemen, 
• 

This is the third successive occasion on which I have the honour and privilege 
of extending. on behalf of the Reception Committee, a most cordial welcome to the 
National Liberal Federation which meeta once mora ill our city of Bombay, 

Our vary first session was held In this city In the year 1918. and it 11 as· well 
that after 25 years of axist~nce. and in these troubled times, we should keep prom!

. nently before O)lr minds the reasons which gave rise to a new political party, founded 
by som'a of the foremost public men of our c~untry, who. in their tlma, had laid the 

• foundation•. and who were the zealous and devoted architects. of the Indian National 
·Congress. 

Our political goal baa always been the attainment. by conotltutlonal means. of 
reiponoibla self-government •. or Dominion Statua. fqr India at the earliest possible data. 

Speaking in a similar capacity just a few months before War was deolarad, I 
had reason to observe that the Congreaa creed is of complete independence, whaiever ' 
ibat nebUlous phraae may mean. but which must Imply, among other mattera. that 
India must be left to her own resource• to fight against external aggrassion without 
bo;ie of reinforcement from Britain or the Commonwealth of Nationa. Leaving aolda 
sentimental reaoons. which may weigh with some for sdheranoe to Dominion Status. 
we Liberals, realise. that ever since the Statute of Westminster, there Is no practical 
-distinction betwee;,- Domi~ion Status and complete indepQDdence, and that our 
creed will entitle us to a measure of protection from foreign aggrassion which, 

.0tharwi~a. would not be available to us. How true those ~antiments were. and 
how. wise were those who founded the National Liberal Federation of India, Ia mora 
than aver. proved today after what the world has been through, and Ia going 
ibrpugb, and may evan !>ave to go through. 

· Men like tlia lata Surandranatb · Bannarjee and Din aha W aoha, man like 
.(:}w;.anlal Setalvad. Srinivasa Sastri and P. S. Sivaswamilyar partad company with 
ibe Congress because they could not conscientiously bring themselves to agree to 
paasive resistance. civil disobedience, direct action and the oult of non-violence and 
Khaddar. as methods which would attain for this country the ultimate goal of our 
ambition of aelf-governmant. We all long for peace and universal love but the cult 
of non-violence. aa preached by its distinguished author, will not bring us one' or the 

-other. Wa cannot but rasilt violence wi!h violence : we cannot prevent .aggraslion 
without violence. It will be against all principles of human nature t~ 188 our women 
. .ind children butchered. without using every form of violence to prevent such a tragedy. · 
· Whatavar the thaoratioal prinoiplas of civil diaobedienoa may .be. we have seen. lima ' 
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end again, that mua olvd di~ebedienoe bas Invariably resulted in violence. Like 
•everal peril of India, thia oily hu biller experienc81 of the resu!IJ of olvd diJobe
dlenoe. We have reoollectlona of men and women being prevented from performing 
their dally vooatfona of life. such 81 befog foroed-wlth violeno&-not to buy what 
end where they oho10. We have 100n men and women dragged out of tram-oar~ 
by thoae entruated to put civil d)~ebedlenoe into action: end. still. we are asked to 
beUeve that they are the followera of the apoatle of the oult of non-violence. 

it hea alwaya appeared to me that the oult of Khaddar was eoonomioally 
unaound and Ologloal In principle. In other parts of the world, home-spun and home
woven textlla1 are a luuey for the rich and very often beyond the reach of the poor. 
If all the lnfluenoe. energy and expenditure expended on propaganda for the 
manufacture and aalo of Khaddar had been utiliaed for the Improvement of agrloul
tural mathoda. our country today might have reaped •0111e benefit. 

It 1•. therefore. not aurprlslng that the parting of the ways had to come in 
1918. and here we are in 1943 meeting to proclaim the principles enunciated by 
tho foundora of our Federation.· • 

Two years have elapsed since we last met, and during the•• fatefui years we . 
have heard of. and witnessed. many event1 which we shall have to review. Three of 
the moat important for India were: the proposals of the British Government brought 
out to India by Sir Stafford Crippa: the Congress Working Committee's Resolution 
of the 14th of July. 1942. followed by the endorsement of thi• Resolution by the 
All-India Congreos Committee on the 8th of August and the oonaeqtienoea to India 
of these deolalona : and the great disaster that has overtaken Bengal end acme other 
parla of India. bringing misery, starvation and death in its trait.· 

The Congress recognised the great advance underly!Jig the Cripps proposals, 
•iz .. that. Immediately after the War, the British Government guaranteed to India. 
Dominion Status with !he power to secede from the Empire if it ao desired. and that 
It wae left to Indians themselves to frame the Constitution. The protracted 
dl•cuaalons at Delhi were confined In the main to the position of the Government 

. ' of India during the period of the War. All members of Government were to be 
Indiana. except the Viceroy and the Commander-in-Chief. Attention was concen· 
!rated on the powers to be given to the Defence Member. who was to be an Indian. 
The Congraaa was not aatiafled with the propoaala originally brought out by Sir 
Stafford, but on Wedneaday. the 8th of April of l01t year. India was given to 
undaratand that Sir Stafford had effected such changes in the proposals with regard 
to the powers of the Defence Member as had satisfied the C~ngreaa. It was found 
that, on the next day, Congresa began to feel some doubts about the constitutional 
poaition of the Government of India during the interim period. apeoially with regard 
to the powera of the VIceroy to overrule a decision of the majority of the Government 
under very special circumstances. Their last minute propo&ala appear to have been 
that there should be a gentleman's agreement. whereby the Viceroy was to act as the 
oonatitutional Gover!lor-General. and the Secretary of State and His Majesty's 
Government ahould have no power to lnterfero with the majority decision of the 
Government which should be constituted of the maJor parties of India with , 
collective responalbillty. 

This. according to Mr. Jinnah. In a atatement made to the press on the 15th 
of April, meant •'the aetting up of a cabinet Irremovable and responsible to nobody 
but the majority, end should be at the command of the Congreaa in the cabinet-if 
such an adjustment had been arrived at, then it would have been a Fascist Grand 
Council, and the Mu.Um and other minorities would have bean entirely at the mercy 
of the Congress." 

Mr. Jinnah further stated: "I have noted that · Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
made It (Iuiie clear when he aeld: •Suppose that in a cabinet of 15, there 'waa a 
CongreSI majority of 8 or 9, added to that CongreSI majority would be the represen
tatives of the Hindu Maha10bha and the Sikhe and the Muslims.' Thus, the 
Muslims would be left in a negllgible and Ineffective minority, but the only conso-
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lation the Pandit offered was. if the Muslims did not agree with the majority, thay 
could 1'81ign. If this il not a foregone conclusion of the tyranny of the majority, 
what else could it be ?'" 

Mr. Jinnab continued: ~·I am surprised to read Pandit Nehru'• anertion that 
I would not have objected to the Congrea demand for a national govarnmont I 
aaaert that. if the Congress demand bad been accepted, it would have bean the death 
knell of the Mualims of India." 

Right or wrong, this is the analysis of the Congrasa demand by the Muslim 
League. The statement mokBI it perfectly clear that the last minute demands of the 
Congren wore acceptable only to themselves and wculd have been strongly resented. 
at least by the Muslim League. 81 It would have resulted In a majority In Government 
being in a position to defy the repreaentativBI of aD tho mlnoritioa. with no remedy 
loft In their banda. 

The Viceroy's Veto appears to have been one of tho fundamental reaaons for 
the fatlure of the Cripps proposals. A llttle reflection will show that this was not the 
only one. Mr. Gandhi opposed the propoaala from the very beginning. It we• 
evident that he waa not in favour of. or party to, the protracted negotiations that 
took place. He actually left Delhi during the' negotiations. but there remained some 
members of the Werking Committee who wore In agreement with him. The reasons 

. for hie total opposition to the proposals were never clearly expressed. so far as I know, 
in public: but it was loft to Pandit Jawabarlal Nehru to give us an insight Into this 
controversy. In an article written by him In the New York Tunu Magazine of July 
the 19th. he wrote as follows-

"Thirty years ago the British Government Introduced the principle of 
separate rellgious electorates In India, a fatal thing which has 'coma In the 
way of development of political parties. Now they have tried to Introduce 
the idea of partitioning India. not only into two but posoibly many separate 
parts. This was one of the reasons which led to bitter resentment of the 
Cripps propoaals. The All india Cong~eas could not agrae to this. yet It went 
far and said, if any territorial unit clearly declared Ita desire to breai: away. 

the Congresa could not thini: in terms of compelling It to stay In the Union." 
Thus, It will be seen that the other fundamental objection to the proposal& 
waa contained in the clauses which dealt with self-determination. 

It ia evident that. at this juncture. Mr. Rajagcpalacbari reallsed that no N ationaf 
Government could be formed without the wtlllng co-operation of the Musllm League •. 
and his subsequent speeches and proposals shew how deep down was this conviction, 
He does not appear to have accepted Pakistan aa a principle. He was prepared to· 
consider any proposals on their merits and not turn down. without ample discussion. 
principles and pollciea so strongly advocated by the moat powerful minority In India. 
The result has been that a man of hie standing in the Congress, with conaplououa· 
service behind him for his party, had to part company with his colleagues. followed 
by several other leaden. to plough a lonely furrow for the time being. In the preu. 
and from many a publlc platform. have aome of our best men advocated a politlcaf 
truce during the war. and it il sad to thini: that the first attempt made by a man of 
Mr. Rajagopalachari's eminence ahculd have resulted in hie severance from hie party •. 

Then followed the Congress Working Committee's Resolution of the 14th· 
July which. it was stated. was mainly due to Congress hopes being dashed to pieoetr 
faillng the transference of "real P.,..or to popular representativeaso as to enable the 
nation to make Its full contribution towarda the reallution of human· freedom 
throughout the worlcl." 

' The Resolution further stated that "the abortive Cripps proposals show in thor 
clearest possible manner that thoro was no change in the British Government' I' 
attitude towards India. and that the British hold on India was in no way to be 
relaxed." This statement I thini:. can be oontastad. It ahowe a oonllidarabla 
amount of Ignorance of the :realitiea of the position 81 it exi1ts. Tba Congrea 
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Tejeot~ propoaall whlob definitely promised India. after the War. 81 much freaclom 
and Independence 81 tho Dominion• of Canada and Australia enjoy, Including the 
right of IGOeaalon. and alia promisod an immediate and considerable devolution of 
power to repreaentative Indiana In the Central Government. 

It must not be forgotten thet. when the Act of 1935 was being considered. 
1hore wao a refuoal to Include In the Act any alluaion to Dominion StatWI : and 
'"tringent safeguard• for the proteotion of British trade In India were enacted: while 
In 1942 the Britiah Government came forward and actually promised India the 
ume Dominion Status Immediately after the War. and disowned all Intention of 
demanding any apeolal protection of Brltiab trade In India. 

' Fruotrated In their ambition to form a National Government of their own 
<Jonoeption tho Congress otarted the new slogan of "Quit India.'' They contended 
that a National Government could only be formed under such conditions and. in their 
opinion, with such National Government. the millennium would arrive. 

' Surely. lt can be contended with considerable force that, If we hove not lfeen 
able to attain communal unity ev&n when our country was threatened by the 
aggresolon of an enemy noted for Its barbarism and atrocities. th•Ji& was no hope of 
~espono!ble men and women of the country coming together to fomi a proVisional 
·Government, simply because the Brltfsh "bad withdrawn. To believe that Indians 
would forget 8n their differences the moment the British quitted the country shows 
a complete lack of political forealght. The Congress asserted that "the 
frustration of their hopes bad resulted In a growing satisfaction at the success of 
Japanese erma.'' This sweeping statement cannot surely be admitted, India is_ not 
oo unpatriotic aa to .welcome Japanese sucoeaaes. The rapera of women and the 
butohero of children were at our galea and, at such a time. Congreas feared "passive 
acceptance of aggreSIIon" without Itself making'.• visible effort to fight for hearth 
and home. At such a time, It desired to shift the reaponsibllity on the shouldera of 
othera and threatened civil disobedience, while continually talking of non-embarrass
ment. If "India in bondage can play no effective part In defending' herself,'' yet in 
this aame India In bondage, repraaentatives of a certain oohool of thought threatened 
•open rebellion. The speeoheo made by prominent members of the Working Com. 
mltlee that preceded the Resolutio~ -and the Resolution ltoelf. show a ·oense of irres
ponalblllty unbellevable amongst men of wiodom and patriotism; The Resolution is, in 
porta. moat beautiFully vague. It advocates non-violence, while, again. It suggests a 
deolre to fight aggresalon with the military forces in the country. · 

On more than one ocooalon. the Congress Working Committee have shifted 
from violence to non-violence as a cardinal principle of their polloy. The country baa 
a right to know what It baa to expeot from them. The British mull quit, but the 
Congreos would be pleased to agree to the stationing of the armed forces of the Allies 
•In India. May one ask a• to who was to control those armed force•• who was to · 
·direct their strategy: who wao to arrenge for the financing of the army: and who 
·w••· finally, to talco .command of the Allled arms in India? All this is left to the 
•imagination or perhaps to be settled after the British quit. It did not strike Congress 
·that the conaequenoeo may either be milltary autocracy or a withdrawal of all armed 
forces from India. This is exactly what the Japanese wanted. On the 14th of 
April. the Japanese radio said: "If the British really wish to defend India, eo they 
profess they do. they should immediately withdraw their milltary end naval force• 
:from India." 'rruJ,y were the CongreSI unconaoiously echoing the sentiments of the 
·worst enemy India has had facing her during thelaat number of centuries. 

As among1t Congras~en. there ere many othera belongi~g to different 
'lohoola of thought-men end women of -ability. sincerity and patriotism. They ell 
combined In advising CongreSI to desist from treading the dangerous and. disastrous 
path lt was ohalking·out for itoalf. Many had shouted themaalvea hoarse for com
munal unity, at leaat during the period of the War. Amongst othera. who paraonally 
appeeled to the leader of the. Congresa. were Mr. Rajagcpalaoharl and three of hia . 
f:!enda from Madraa.in a very notable letter dated the .18th of July~ ~ 
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Notwithatanding the oppooition and advice of practically all poUtical thought 
outside the Congress. the Resolution was confirmEd by the All India Congresa Com
mittee on the 8th of Auguat of last year. What India has passed through since that· 
fatal day. need not be explo.ined in any great detatl. The membera of the Congresa 
Worlcing Committee were arrested. MaSI violence followed. resulting in the !oSI of 
many inncoent Indian Uvea and considerable damage to Indian property. It cannot 
be contested that India's war effort was. to some extent. impeded. Since thon. 
apPeal after appeal has been made to the Government of India to solve the desdloolc. 
Mr. Gandhi fasted, with no tangible results. Congresiiilen. released from prison, 
·have tried to put their heads together. but failed to do so. It ia quite evident that tho 
-lllistalcea'of Congres• are beginning to be re.Used. Those who have suffered moat. 
\are the people of our motherland. 

• There have been in India. during this period, many rspresentatives of tho 
'Arrierican press. One of the moat distinguiahed of them was the representative of the 
New, York flrru:s, ,Mr .. H~rbert L. Matthews. In an article written in the N<W _York 
T~ Magazine. he gave expression to ~is views after a year's wide travel in 'our 

-country_. :\Ie met men of all clasaes and creed•. It is quite evident he came out 
-with the great~st sympathy for India's cauae. Thi• is what he says:~ 

". Fo• the first time, one heard open criticism of Gandhi and bia poUcles. 
Hindu leadera, in aurprilling numbers. admitted1privately that his leadOl'
ship was proving diaastrous and that under him-to use Bernard Shaw's 
classic phraae-the Congre•s had never missed a chance to lose an oppor
tunity. It is widely re.Used now that it was a mistalce for the Congrasa 
to run Provincial Governments on a tot.Utarian basis. to heve rssigned u 
Provincia\ Ministera when the War beg~n. and io have' thought that the 
British were losing the War and hence could be forced ·to tlieir lcneeo hy 
civtl diaobedience. Many are now w@ng to admit that it waa the crown-
ing mistalce of all to have rejected the Cripps proposei ........ _ ......... India'o 
tragedy is only teo clear. It has in the inabUity of the Indians to get 

· together. in the effort of the Congress to get totahtarian control. in. 
communal poUtics, in the opprobrium cast upon those who wallc tho 
middle way." 

·Is this criticism true. and if it io. ars we going to learn by past miotalceo and 
\biiter Gxperiences? If J!lanY of our countrymen were prepared to admit priv~tely our 
•OW~ miotakes to a foreign press correspondent, Cannot they have the COUrage to admit 
thein openly and take steps to remedy the harm that has been done? If there were 
'many' iri ·this country who believed that " the British wers losing tha War and hence 
'could he forced to' their lcnees by civtl dioobedience.'' surely they are now fully dis

. 'i.bused of the fatal mistake they .may have made. If this critlciom'is trn~ with regard 
t~' miriy Indian• who play a prominent part in India's public life. surely It Ia jult as 
'true of moot of our Indian pre••·' It·is the press that ohould guidE! public opinion end 

·not be influenced by whet they behave the public would ~ather be told. Suob a policy 
will' not ·serve the best interests· of our country. · It is th~ pre11 that Is very often 
msponaible for "the opprobriwtt caat upon thooa who wallc the middle way." Ths 
1esaon to be learnt from thia article is :-Our country tll'St. self and party next. 

. In order that my Congreos friends may attach proper weight tq the criticiams 
.:Of thia diatinguiahed American. I will give a quotation frc:m the article to prove that 
.lie wao not under Britiah influence:-

' 
"Ths British ere partly :respon11ble for the Indian . deadlool<: and they in-
tend to continue the preoent poUoy ao long as tho War laala. They have. 
done nothing to help the Indian& solve their present diffloultiel and they 
have in general adopted a negative attitude toward& Indian upirsHona 
for independence or even for incre..ed politioel power. They have not. 
:even to 81! unbiassed neutral Ulce the writer~ provided oonvinein!!' 
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evidence that they really Intend to grant India self-government at any 
fol'leeable future time.'' 

This kind of criticism one reads and bears oonatantly In the Congreaa preaa and 
on the public platforrv but has been firmly denied by Britis~ statesmen.' The f~ct 
remains that India has been aamred that the Crippa proposals sliD bold the f1eld-which 
can only mean that Dominion Status Ia promised to India on the conclullion of the 
War. 

After all. It 11 not any particular Britiab alaiOJman. or a group of stateamen. 
who will deoidelndla'a future. It I• the Britiah man and woman In the street who 
has the vole, that will have the final say. Will he be influenced by an obstructive 
attitude to India's war effort. or will he be influenced by unanimous and whole-hearted 
support to the War? Undoubtedly the latter. The men who will obtain aelf-govern
ment for India wiD not be those who are constantly speaking and writing in these 
troubled and difficult times. of India's rights and India a wrongs: but it will be those 
men who are fighting Indios cause on battle fields all over the world. It will be th010 
men and women who are unatintlngly helping the war effort of India. It Is the work: 
of these that will influence the man and woman who really has the greatest power in 
England. It fa the man and woman in the street who baa the power to diaplace a . ..... 
powarful cabinet minister within the apace of a couple of dayr. Tbir baa been 
known to have happened on more than one occasion in the paat. If we are to be 
faralghted In the lnteresta of our mother country. we have to aee that. both In England 
and amongst the Allied nationr. our case Is not jeopardised by the unwile actions of 
rome who do not realise the harm they are acing to their own country. It is far 
bettor to apeak· out and face unpopularity than to bandage our eyes. plug our sara 
and drug our oonicfenoe; Let tho dead past bury ita dead. In my humble opinion. 
II Ia not a question of withdrawing any particular resolution that may have been 
paaaed by any political party. It is much more important to give unequivocal assu
rance• to the Britiah public and to the peoples of the Allied powers that all classes. all 
creeds. and all shades of political thought in India are behind this war: that. not only 
will they not fmpode the war effort in any way in the future, but, on the other hand. 
they are prepared unconditionally to help. by word and deed. every effort that India 
oan contribute towarda a final and victorious oonoluaion of this terrible War. If 
such asauranoea could be forthcoming. I personally believe that. not only India will 
gain self-government after the War, but even during the War. we may be enabled to 
play a moat material and important part In the adminialretion of our own country. 

No Indian can poaaibly deaire to see any of bia countrymen behind priaon bara 
for their political oonvlotfona. apeoially moh as have passed their lives in the service 
of their country. But let us face facts. Congresamen cannot deny that. from the 
beginning of Auguat of last year. diaordera and mob rule prevatled in most parts of 
India. and that attampta at sabotage still continue in soma araaa. It i• said that the 
Congress and Its laadara had not encouraged or engineered these acts of violence. 
Asauming this to be so, the Congreas leaders cannot be abaolved from 
reaponaibility for what occurred, because as aensible men they should have 
realiaed, from ;paat ozperianoa, that a mass oivtl diaobedienoe movement 
would Inevitably result in mass violence. The Allied nations are surely not going to 
run the ollghtaat risk of ouch a state of affairs prevailing again. Suoh risk:a can 'be, , 
to a great extant. removed by mob assurance• aa I have explained. Mr. Gandhi. if he 
chose, could give auoh an undertaking on behalf of the Congreaa, for he baa been 
appointed the faader of the movement in these W?rds: "Such a atruggle muat 
Inevitably be under the leadership of Gandhiji and the Committee request him to 
taka the lead and guide the nation in the steps to be tak:en.'' Theae powaro. given 
to Mr. Gandhi by a Raaolution of the AD-India Congress Committee, auraly mull 
Include doing what he considers best in the interests of the country. 

It may not be possible immediately for the Indian National Congrasa and the 
Muslim League to come to an undaratanding on the future Conltitution of India. or 

• • 
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even on the Cripps proposals, but these two political perties osn osrtainly ooma on 
the same platform to urge the people of our country to support the war affortlo of 
India by word and deed, This may be a ste.."'ing ~oint for agNament on political 
issues such u may become advisable for the duration of the War. Such a change of 
pouoy ia bound to have a most beneficial effect on all the pecpleo of the Allied 
Powers and would certainly entitle the repreaentatives of India to a plsoe on the 
Peace Conferences which must follow a victorious ccno!usion to the War. India, if 
its laedars have fully helped towards winning the War. would have an affective 
voice at the Peace Conferenoea: but not if they have acted in a manner which baa 
weakened and thwarted, however unintentionally. the war effort. 

There Ia a peralatent and consistent demand from all ahadea of political thought 
that thio 110-aalled deadlock should be solved. and I am sura that all Libarala are u 
anxious aa Congrel!men. at present out of priaon, and all other politioal pertiaa who 
have voiced the aama opinion. If we are anxious to help. firat and foramoat we must 
face reallties. · We must remember that the British pubuo and the pacpl91 of the 
Allied Powera cannot forget what baa happened in India ainoe August of laat year. 
Thoae who have auggaationa to make for ·the solution of thia problem must keep thia 
aapect of the oaae before them. Any tendency to Ignore thaoa realltie~ will only 
make the teak fruitlaaa. Therefore, the auggeationa must be auoh aa are llkaly to have 
immediate results. Looking at it from every point of view, I cannot but come to the 
conclusion that the auggeations I have been bold enough to make are the only one1 
that will clear the air and will enable our publlo men to consider and discuss. in a 

· calmer and clearer atmosphere. the next stepa they would be prepared to take to 
solve India's constitutional problema: 

In these troubloua times. there has been a conaidereble shortage of all commo
ditiea. !,"or the last number of months. there hsa been a shortage of food in India, 
and the tragic events in Bengal have focusoed the attention ·Of the world on the 
misery, starvation and death suffered in the Province. This baa brought vividly to 
Our attention the very poor yield of agricnilturalsoil in India. It has alao proved how 
narrow ia the margin between aubsi.tenoe level and actual starvation. Whatever 
efforts may be made to give temporary reuef. theoe problema muat become issues not 
only of the greateat importance but must take priority over all othera for the eoonomia 
welfare of this country. Conditions will become normal in a few months, but let ua 
not forget the le11ona we have learnt and, after the war is over. let us not aink into 
our usual ooml'laoenoy. 

I have now concluded my remarks. Let us hope and prey that the New Y eal" 
will bring the Allied nations a glorious and complete victory. and that India may b& 
permitted to share in the fruita of a lasting peace which will enable her to build· up a 

· graet poll tical. social and economic future for her peoples." 

On the conclusion of his speech. Mr. N aushir Bharucha the Hen. Secretary of' 
the Reception Committee read letters and telegrams of sympathy which had been 
received by the Recaption Committee from all parts of the country wishing ouooasa to 
the parts of meeting. 

The Chairman then called upon Sir Chimanlal Satalvad to move the election of ' . 
the Preaident. Sir Cbimanlal Said: 

"Chairman and fellow delegatea : ' 
I beg to propose that Sir Maharej Singh be elected president for this seooion. 

Sir Maharej Singh haa held vary high administrative posts in this country and was 
Agent General to the Government of India in the Union of South Africa where he 

· did goOd work on behalf of the Indian inhabitanll of that country. After that he 
became a member of the Exeoutive Council of the United Provinoea. For acme 
time I had been endeavouring to get Sir Maharei Singh to preside over the Federation 
IIBSSion but for one reason or other he was unable to preside. Whan he took up 
the premiership of Ksshmir my hopea oama to an end. But he IOOD resigned and 
became a free man. The lOIS of Kashmir has been out gain. I am ....., the IG88ion 
will be a great auoo- under his guidance. 
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In seconding the resolution the Hen. Pandit Hirdayanath Kunzru eid: 

'! have great pleasure in aeconding the proposal put before Y~ by Sir 
·Chimanlal Setalvad. Sir Maharaj Singh is a distinguished member of an illustrious 
•family. I had the privilege of knowing his father who was well known amongst all 
persona connected with public life both in the U. P. and the Punjab as a man holding 
progressive views and behind no one in his desire to advance tbe progress of the 
country. Sir Moharaj Singh began life as a aervioe man. I saw him in the old 
<laya in the pre-Montague Legislative Counotl in the U. P. replying non-official. 
·demonda · with all the dogmatiam of the bureaucrat. Neither his speech nor hio 
action aeemed to distinguish him from the servicemen among whom he sat. .But 
we ora oil glad to aee that hio thirty yeara of aervioe have not changed his outlook. 
Ho is still a notione!ist to the core. As soon •• he retired from Government 1ervice 
he joined· tho ranks of the nationalists. He has held. seine of the highest positions hi 
the gift of the Crown and it hao been a great pleasure to his countrymen' that as th~ 
holder of these offices he has discharged the duties which devolved upon him with 
.aonsplouoa Impartiality and ability. Ladies and gentlemen, I do not want to stand 
1nuoh longer between you and him, But I think: that it is the duty of one who has 
known him for many years to bear testimony to his high character. hia largehearied-
l'lell and his deairo to place hia sorvioes at the disposal of the country.": · 

' . 
I have 'known no occasion since his retirment from public service when he was 

not preparqd to shoulder hia duty aa a public man. Age has not dimmed his ardour. 
On the oontra~y. he seems to be growing younger dey by day. (Cheers.) I think he can . 
compare with the young and ardent spirits in any political party. He baa th~ 
courage which every' public man ought to possess to tell his countrymen when they 
go wrong,' that he disapproves of their actions. But ·he has at the same time not 
bnly the courage but also the patriotism to tell the ruling power that the difficulties 
under which wa are labouring era to no small extent the result of the policy 
deliberately pursued by It ever ainoe British rule was extended to this country. 
He reoognises the miatalcea of his countrymen. But he will never do anytblng t~ 
encourage the foreigner to consolidate his power and to think: that the oiroum
atancea in the country can ever justify his declining to bear the responaibility 
which devolves upon ·him of advancing ~he constitutional position of the country 
end of tronsferrlng those powers to it which will enable it to enjoy the ·blessing of 
freedom. He always believes, whatever the faults of his countrymen, that' it' is his 
duty to stand by them. • He stands for full freedom for his own country and for 
.absolute equality with other people in inter-imperial and international affairs. 

. . 
Ladiea and Gentlemen, We are meeting in difficult times, We have often 

·had to contend. against the unwtllingneii of the authorities to part :with power.. Our 
diffloultles ora unfortunately at the present time greater than ever. We are told from 
time to time that the Crippa offer has not been withdrawn and that it will be re
newed after the war. I do not know on what facta these assurances are based but ~0 
•far as I am acqualnfed with the pronouncements made· by the British ~uthoritiea~ r 
think that they have only promised ua freedom if we come to an agreement amongst 
ourselvea, notwithstanding their maohiavellian policy. Thia, I am aura. ladies and 
gentlemen. you will agree with me. ia not the same thing as promising fullaalf gov~rn-· 
mont after tho wor. The present shortage oF food in tbe country and the plight to 
which a great province like Bengal has been reduced ahows the real character of 
'British rule which is often held up by tbe authorities for our aclruiration. The real 
O"esult oF British rule is well reflected in tbe suffering• of tbe people in various parts of· 
Indi~ on account of ahortage of food and other commodities. It showa to what 
.extent tbo British Government has acted aa tbe trustees of tbe maaaea and borne their. 
bast lnteraata in mind. Hod th .. e things happened in a free country. tbe Govern-· 
mont responllble for them would not have been able to loot for a day. It ia only ln thia 
o0ountry that notwithstanding the responsibility of the autboritiea for tbo calamity tb~i: 
has befallen Bengal and some other parts of India, tbe Government can still· claim to 
ba the guardian• of the best interests of tbe :"aaaea and to malce tbo world believol· 
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that the future of India ia safer in its hand. than in the band. of her children. I am 
1111'8 that Sir Maberaj Singh does not agree with thia opinion. I am sure that you 
will enthuliaatically approve of his election as the presid~nt of the Liberal Federation. 
I fael·cartain that you will see in every page and every Una of his addreas, the impreu 
of a lincere and patriotic parson.Uty". 

. . 
Mr. T. R. Vllnmtarama Sastri (Madraa)' I have graet pleasure in IUpporting 

tha resolution. I am 1111'8 all present here will agree that we cannot get anyone more 
illustrious than Sir Mabaraj Singh to preside over the deUherations of this aauion. 

Hon'ble Sir B. P. Singh Roy (Bengel): I consider it e great privilege to asso
Ciate myself with the resolution that has been ao ably moved and seconded. We are 
pasling through very difficult limes: wit!) the present poUticelsituation in the country 
and faced with the crisis of the war, we all ruffer from a aenae of frustration. I feel 
tliat the National Liberal Federation bas a great duty to discharge and to play a very 
honourable and useful role in the present circumstances. Who is more fitted to be at 
the helm of affaira of the Federation at thia juncture than my eateomed friend Raja. 
Sir Mabaraj Singh? He brings to the high office of President of the Federation bia 
administrative experience. hia deep patriotiam. his suavity of manners and knowledge 
of affairs not merely in India but also in the Dominions. In Souih Africa as Agent
Gimeral of the Governor-General Sir Maharaj Singh rendered very uaeful servioeo to 
his countrymen. I am lUre be will give us the lead that we need. With these 
words I have great pleasure in supporting the motion • 

. The proposition was then carried with acclamation and Raja Sir Maharaj Singh 
tcok the chair after being garlanded by the Chairman. He then · d.Uvered the 
presidential addreas. 

Sir Maharej Singh. who on rioing received an ovation aaid' 
Fellow Liberalo. 

I deem it a great honour to have been elected President of the National Liberal 
Federation of India and to have been aaked to deliver the presidential address at ita 
twenty-fourth seosion. I wiab to tender my sincere thanks to tho&e who have con
ferred tbia distinction upon me and in all humiUty to ask for your good wishao and 
your oonfidenoe: 

A Great Lou, 

By the death of Mr. Nibaran Chandra Ray the Lib$-al Party haaloat a valued 
pubUo worker. For many years be aerved our Federation. with zeal and efficiency u 
one of ito General Sacretaries. The deceaoed gentleman was a Professor in a Calcutta 
College and waa for long a member of the Senate and Syndicate of the Calcutta 
University. He was an active Secretary of the Indian Aosociation founded by the 
late Sir Surendranatb Banerji and devoted hio time and talents to the buUdina up of 
that Institution. 

The Liberal Party and Liberalism. 

UnUke many of you I have been unable owing to the exigencies of official life 
to take an active share in the work of our Federation. My creed, however. has been 
the! of a Liberal for more than a generation and I ru.d not the .Ugh teat beaitatlon in 
.accepting many years ago the invitation of my old . and valued friend. Sir C. Y. 
Cbintamani. a otaunob pillar of Uberaliam. to join the Liberal Federation. Derogatory 
remarko are sometimea beard about the strength and proopects of our party. We are 
told that our numbers are inlignifioant and our future without hope. Now it ia true 
Jbat we cannot claim to influence the massea of our counttylllen in the oame way •• 
the Congress or the MuaUm League. For thia the reasons ere fairly clear. We can
not indulge in ologana or popular criea and we cannot rouse the msaes by impauioned 

oappaalo to their sentiments or their creed. We ere a non.aommunal body (my very 
preaenca today ia proof of this) and we ere unable to point to any immediate panecao 
for all our ills. Nor can W& honestly sey that poUtioal opponents. whether British or 
. Indian. ere always one hundred per cant. to blame. Aa advooataa of the r1i4 mUia. 
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and as adherenta of the mean as againat extremea we can Lot be expe~ted to com~and 
a large following. But we con legitimately claim to be the direct heus to the 1d~aho 
and methoda of the Indian National Congress of former daya which adopted consbtu• 
Ilona! means to achieve progress (as distinct from masa civil diaobedience) and had 
among its Presidents men whoae names will live through Indian politi~al history. such 

81 Dadabhal Nowrojl W. C. Bannerji, William Wedderburn, Phirozshah Mehta. 
B•druddin Tyabji. Surendranath Banerii. Gopal Kriahna Gokbale and a host of othera. 
We may claim with reaacn that. though there are many thinking pers6ns in India who 
are not formally and visibly membera of our party. there are thousands upon thousands 
who In their heart of hearts profeaa our creed. Every politicall~·minded Indian. who 
11 not a full and active member of the present Congreas. Mualim League or Mahaoabha. 
Is a Liberal however much he may wieh to dioown this appellation. In this connection 
I make bold to say that the majority of Indian Christiano. who now number between 
aeven and eight millions. hold subotantially the views of the Liberal Party. So. I 
Imagine. do large numb era among the Scheduled Castes. Sikhs and Persis. Let thio. 
however. pa81. Liberals may diminioh in numb era end our. party may disappear in a 
future self-governing India. but hberalism represents something which io of lasting 
value. It 11 not merely a pohtical phtlcsophy. It is a habit of mind or outlook in hfe. 
It Is progresolve and conotructive. not revolutionary or destructive. It inaiats that all 
ahould have equal opportunities for a full hfe even though all may not have the same 
gifts and abilities. It Is opposed to the dictatorship of wealth, of the privtleged .classea 
and veated lntereots and It advocates the wideot poiSible diffusion of property and 
power but at the aame lime It disapproves totahtarian tyranny. Let me quote here 
tho wordo of a staunch leader of tho Liberal Party In the Britioh Isleo. the Earl of 
Oxford and Asquith. uttered In a speech in October, 1926 :-

"The fortune• of tho. Liberal Party may fluctuate but there ia only one 
way In which ·Liberalism can ever be killed and that is by suicide. Becauao both 
on Its conatructlve and defensive side it moans two thinga. the preservation 
and extension of liberty in every sphere of national hfe and the subordination 
of clasa lntereats to' the Interests of the community. Those two ideals were 
and are tha life-breath of the Liberal fait~" 

The world-famed city of Bombay, in which we meet today, has produced a 
suoceosion of stalwart Liberala. possessed of patriotism and intellectual abihty and 
having the courage of th.eir convictions. Many of them well-known to you are 
present here today. We owe much to them. Nor can I forget to pay a tribute to a 
stalwart Liberal in my own province. Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru. who continuea to 
do valuable work for tho country in tho Council of State and io a member of that 
aelf·aacrifloing body known sa tho Servants of India Society which baa produced 
many gifted and patriotic Liberals. 

The War 

The World War inevitably continues to engrosa our attention. When Sir 
Bifoy Prasad Singh Roy delivered hio impreosive presidential address two years ago in 
Madras tho proapects of tho .Allies were far from promising. Japan had declared 
war on the aide of the Axis powers a few weeks previously. The Russiana had lost 
largo and prosperous portions of their country. Important towns in the British Isles 
had been severely battered by air raids, while France and other subjugated nations had 
almost ceased to ex~st. Thora was. however. one redeeming feature and it was 8 
very important one. vc: .. ·tho entry of tho United 'ltatos of America into the war side 
by side with the alhed nationa.I remember recording on tho 8th December.l941. in my 
doily diary, which I have kept continuously for more than twenty-five years. that with 
the enormous material ·and •moral re•ourcos of tho United States ·marshalled against 
them nothjng could prevent the ultimate downfall of tho Axia powers. I believe 
that to be still true. In spite of large-scale Japanese succe1ses in 1942 the Allies 
have· marched ·from strength to strength in Africa. Europe. and tho Far East. The 
astonishingly successful struggle of the Russiano. aided admittedly by largo supphoa 

• 
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from America and Great ~Britain, and the victorieo ·of the Alii· .. in North Africa.' 
Sicily and Italy. coupled with a BStiJNctory decrease in lOISUI of shipping from 
submarine attsclao and the defection of Italy from the Axis causa. have changed the 
proopecta of the W sr. So much so that one may hope not unreasonably that 1944 
or at least 1945 will see the end of hostilitieo in Europe. 

' India' a sympathiea have throughout been with the ADieo and againat the vicious 
ideology of Nazism and It ia a matter of pride and gratification to ua that Indian 
troopo of whom. it ia understood. nearly two million• are under erma or in training 
have played a gallant and valuable part in the suc~esoea of the ADiea in Abyssini~~o 
Syria, North Africa and more recently in Sictly and Italy. They would have played 
an even more prominent pert if opporlunitiea for their training whether aa officers oro 
men in all brsnchea of warfare. including the Navy and Air Force. had bean given 
long before the preoent war. ao continuoualy urged by Indiano of all partial and 
oreedo for the last fifty years and more. 

Another blunder for which past Governments in Great Britain and India are 
responoibla wao the baok:wsrdnesa. when the present war broke out. of organloed In•. 
duatriea which ohould have been brought Into being In this country one hundred yesro 
ago. India wao unable to provide war materialo on an appreciable ocala. Gun& 
tanlao. aircraft, locomotivea, automobtlea and auch like had to be Imported from abroad. 
whtle lack of suitable induatrial training necesoitated the despatch of Indiana to 
England for troalning under the Bevin scheme. Happtly there has been Improvement 
oP late and one hopes that the induatrial movement has come to stay, for It will in
·creaae the ci>untry's material wealih and reduce unamployment. 

Famine and Scarcity. ' 

A major tragedy has befallen large areas In India. particularly Bengal, In the 
guioe of famine. Thousando of our countrymen have periohed from otarvation and. 
it seems. will continue for some time tc die from lacl: of food or absence of means to 
P'J""hase it. Poor harvests. inoreaoe In population, profiteering. hoarding. the Ieos of 
Burma. the reluctance of. provinceo to part with their ourpluaes. the export of focdgraina 
from India. supplies to the military, difficultiea of transport and diotribution, mflatiCll 
and the negligence of the Bengal and Central Governments have been stated to be 
the main cause• ·of the famine. All theae. however true or UIOful ao arguments in 
debate, have been or are of no comfort to the victimo, men. women and children. who 
have cried for food and received none and It ia a startling fact that in India alone of 
all countries at preaent within the British Commonwealth have these horroro tal:en 
place on a large scala. One of the boot achievements of Britiah rule In India-and I 
gladly admit that certain enduring benefits have been conferred by the British-has 
been the excellent Famine Code, a result of long experience. with ito generally 
effective methoda of dealing with conditions arioing from scarcity or famine and of 
preventing atsrvation, but in 1943 the machinery of Government, both Central and 
Provincial. wao thrown out of gear with dioaatroua results. Recrimination• regarding 
the past are uaeleu for the primary purpose of aaving life, and lacl: of food must not 
be made the aport of politics. It io el89ntial. however. that a Commiosion should be 
appointed in due courae to ascertain the cauaeo of this famine. to apportion reoponal· 
bility and. even more, to prevent the recurrence of a aimtlar calamity. For the 
present we may leave the Governments in Whitehall.· New Dalhi and Calcutta. all of 
whom have fatled in their duty, to ohsre their degree of blame for lack of previolon
and for the acute cliotrass that has prevatled in Bengal. Orisoa and portiona cf Southern : 
India. Fortunately 'the people cf Great Britain. the United Stateo and other JnOI'8. 

fBvoured countries have been roused by the criea cf the dying. The new Viceroy. 
Lord Wavall. acted wioely and promptly in personally vialting Bengal in the vary early 
days of hia vicaroyalty and in invoking the aaiatance of the military authorities in the 
cliatrib~tion of food. The Government of India have alae been "'oved to more 
effective action. The Praia in this country, Indian and Europaan. and· mambera of 
ihe Central Legislature have nobly cliachsrged their dnty In bringing to Ught the · 
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tra~redy end In Inviting help. A epecial meed of prai1e is due to the ''Stat .. .nen'' 
which in spite of criticiam has displayed courage end wiadom in exposing hu~ger and 
misery. We are also grateful to friends in the British I.les and to Dominiona. such as 
Australia. Canada. New Zealand and South Africa. which have sent or have promised 
to aend food. Leal but not least the people of India in their thouaands regad!esa of 

<>reed and race-for famine is no reapecter of perS'>ns-have responded with 
keenne11 and sympathy to appeals from Bengal by the deapatch of large rums of 
money, clothing and food and the creation of charitable organiaations in Calcutta and 
·elaewhere. 

The after-effects of famine ere likely to be acute and prolonged. They will 
nace,.ltate me;sures to rehabilitate the impoveriahed. to continue the importation of 
food Into India and Bengal and to prevent the further diaintegration of rural life in 
the stricken areaa. Disea••· epidemic and otherwise. frequently followa famine and 
it Ia to be hoped that adequate ateps will be taken to prevent and deal with cholera, 
·dyaentary and malaria. Though Bengal and some other important tracta have been 
the principal victims. the whole of India haa suffered and is suffering from the 
<levastating effects of sosroit~ and high prices. Food is not alwaya easy to obtain. 
The prices of grain• and other necessaries have soared beyond the means of the poor 
and ahow no signs of appreciable abatement despite s>surances froin Government. 
Millions in this country are eating Jess than even the subnormal dieta of previous days. 
'I'he riae in the cost of wearing apparel. fuel and cooking utensils has been phenomenal 
and much higher than in the oaae of essential• in Great Britain and the Dominiono. 
The cultivator may have benefited by the increased sale price of wheat. rice and other 
grains. but he hao now to pay three and four times what he paid in 1939 for 
other nacassSjiaa. W a hear a great deal of inflation and ito oauseo but not ao much 
of effective remedies beyond increased taxation and loans. Less is said of the huge 
expansion of paper money and of the crying necessity for the production in India of 
far more oonaumer-goods. The control of priceo. too. is at present largely on paper. 
But we of the wall-to-do c!aases are also to be blamed. How many of us have 
reduced our expenditure on unesaential articles or have abandoned luxuries or have 
helped to take effective action against profiteers and other anti-social offenders ? In 
this connection. I would invite your attention to the "Grow More Food Campaign" 
too tardily started by government• in India but deserving of our active support. 
'There must a till be hundreds of thouaands of acres of c~ura ble lands in India which 
11t preaent Ue fallow and which could be used to feed large numbers of people. This 
is an urgent necessity, for the end of war may well oee a shortage of food throughout 
the world. 

The Politic:al Situation in India. 

Ladies and Gentleman, I can only repeat what I said in my presidential address 
, .,t the All-India Conference of Indian Chriatians held in Delhi in March this year that 

at present there ia a general feeling among Indians of frustration. On all sides we 
. aeem to be faced. by diffioultiea. Like most Liberals and not a few Congressmen I 
believe that some of our present day evils are due to the defection of the Congreso 
Ministriea in I 939. The immediate consequence of their departure was a reversion ' 
to abaolute rule in many of the most important provinces in India .. We are baol:: 
oonatitutionally to 1860 for after that year there were at least Legislative Counotlo 
in the large provinces. I was and on paper atill am an elected member of the United 
Provinces Legislative Assembly. but my .mouth and those of my colleagues in that 
body have been closed for over four yea~ through no fault of ours. We are power
leas to influence Government deoisiona or to take any share in the administration. 
We have no control over expenditure and cannot ·even efioit information through 
questiona. A more pitiable aituation it is difficult to imagine I ' 

Another · miatake made by the Congresa was their ·refusal to form coalition 
ministriea. Nearly five years ago I pleaded in our Assembly with the Ministera and 
<>utside with Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru for the creation of a Ministry in the United 
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Provincet1 composed of members of the Muslim League and other important interests 
in addition to membera of the Congress Party. There were ample precedents in 
Great Britain for the constitution of coalition governments. All was in vain. The 
High Command. it was believed. was averse to any such change and that waa the 
and of it.' I state these facts with all the more regret since I had defended the 
Congress Ministries in the London 'Times' in 1939 against whet seemed to me the 
one-sided and unfe!r attacks of the late Sir Michael O'Dwyer. and am still of opinion 
that much valuable constructive work both in the legislative and social spheres was 
done by them during their brief term of office. 

, The Congress resolution of August. 1942. was a great blunder. Many of ua 
. condemned it at the time as likely to result in violence even though such was not 

intended. Experience hoe shown that maos disobedience is both a dangerous end 
double-edged weapon. Dangerous. since it inculcates in the messea habits of 
resist~nce which are subversive of order and discipllne. and double-edged in view of 
the "possibility. nay probability, of .its being used on occasion against its quondam. 
sUpporters. . What. for instance. was and ia there to, pl'8vent the Musllm League 
from using thia weapon against the Congreaa. or tenants and lend·ownera from refu-. 
sing enm"'se to pay rent and land revenue? But if the Congress are to be blamed. 
for sins of omiuion and oommiJSion. the Government of India and the Britiah 
Government are also open to legitimate criticism. lnatead of declaring a complete 
change of policy at the commencement of the war by filling the Governor-General' a 
Executive Council with representative Indiana they were content with suggesting 
8dvisory committees forgetting that no self-respecting Indian looked or can look 
upon these as substitutes for the poasession of executive power. Further, no 
repreSentative Conference of Indian leedera was summoned by the then Viceroy 
~thor in 1939 or at any time subsequently to' discuaa not only the poll tical situation 
but the inatitution of measures for the protection of India and for eacertaining the 
beat method of. helping the Allied cause. Most thinking people realized on the out
break of war that it would be long and bitter and not a few anticipated the entry of 
the Japanese 100ner or later on the aide of Germany. If Sir Stafford Cripps had 
<>Ome to· India with his proposals in 1939 or early ·in 1940 inatead of 1942, I 
venture to state that there would have been an excellent prospect, of their general 
8cceptanca and that India. wo_uld have been a happier country today. There bed 
been then no cry of Pakiatan as we know it in ita preaent form and no threat of mau 
civil diaobedienoe. Under present oonditiona: however. we are face to face with a 
.divided India, with thousands of our 'fellow countrymen. including many prominent 
.and popular leaders. in prison. the retention by European offioiala of the key depart
menta of Finance. Defence and Home ill the Government of India. a complete 
.absence of popular government in large portion• of India. owollen prices. general 
.distress and. last but not leaot, famine in large. e~d densely populated areas. The 
,;uggeatlona of well-known Indian leaders and of Non-Party Conference• composed of 
moderate men sincerely anxioua to bring about peace between the Government and 
the people have been brushed aaide without a11igning any reasons. Attempta to 
.approach Mahatma Gandhi in order to ascertain hia views and those of the Congresa 

· Working Committee in regard to the preaent pollticalsituation have been consistently 
.refuaed on the plea that it was essential for Congresaleaders Firat to denounce openly ' 
what they bad previoualy commended. It is of little use. however. to dwell at length 
.on pest miatakes on this aide or the other. A more profitable. though a much more 
:m£fioult. task is to decide what practical steps can be taken for a aclution of the 
pre!ent deplorable 1itustlon. 

The· Communal Problem. 

The chief problem that faces Jndia at the present time-and it is moat oompli
.oated-ia the communal issue, that is to aay. the tension between Hindus and Muslima 
.or, to put it into more concrete 18ngusge, between the Congresa ·on the one aide and 
'1he Muslim League on the other. Governments in India have failed to aclve it. In ~act. 
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tl.eir past actions and attitude have aggravated aeparatist tend•ncies. By ua eJ.o 
opportunities alas I have be<n lost more than once. If on.Jy in yeera gone by. when 
a scheme for a federated India was on the anvil and later approved by the Britiab 
Parliament in the Government of India Aot. 1935. the majority community bed 
agreed to the grant of large residuary powera to the provinces. or if the Cripps 
propotaU. In spite of certain defects had been accepted. it ia probable that the present 
communal lmpa11e wculd not have ariaen or would at least have been leaa tense. 
Now the queatlon before uo Ia whether the India of the future shell be undivided or 
partitioned. Aa a Liberal and an Indian Chriatien-end in either capacity a 
representative of minority Interests-I have never concealed my per ..anal view in 
favour of a unitary Government in this rub-continent and I believe that ou!Jide the 
Muslim League this opinion it thared by all minorities auch as the Scheduled Castea. 
Indian Christians. Sikhs end Parsis. We would greatly prefer that a self-governing 
India should at least atart under one Central Government-even though with provin
oes autonomoua save for a few aubleots ruoh as Defence and Foreign Affaira-and 
be divided only if the l!l<perienoe of 15 or 20 yeera shows that partition Ill enentiaL 
I believe that I am right in atatlng that in Soviet Runia. while the right of the 
VllrlOUI composing nation• to freedom of self-determination is recognized. including 
the right to oooede and form Independent 1tato1. no nation In spite of religiouo and, 
linguistic differanoes has 10 far parted from tho Central Government. Tho existence 
of two separate Indios with their own armies. tariffs and foreign relations may well 
be conducive more to mutual strife then harmony ospeoialiY when, u baa often 
happened In Europe. the minority in one area Is likely to appeal from time to time tD 

the majority In the contiguous zone. Strangely enough. the Muslim League, while 
regarding statutory guarantees at the Centre as nugatory for the purpose of protect
Ing Muslim minoritlea. streases fta desire to give the same guarantees to minorities in: 
Pakistan. Then. too. It must not be forgotten that. whereas Muslims in the proposed 
Hindu India will be a small minority. in Pakistan the Hindus of Bengal and the 
Hindus and Sikha of the Punjab will form large and. may be. difficult minorities. It 
is one thing. however. for us to proclaim the opinion of the majority and quite 
another to win the acceptance of those who are opposed to it. especially when the 
opposition consists ·of large and Influential Muslim minority claiming millions of 
adherents. And If It Ia not po11ible to secure voluntary acceptance what ia to be· 
dono? If. ao oome aay, phyaical force Is the only remedy, it is ·indeed a truly 
torrifying proapect. 

The solution of the problem of minorities in India is more oomplica~d than in 
other oountrlea because of tho large number of Musllma both relati~e and absolute. 
To deny the Influence of the Mualim League may sound well on a public platform 
but It Is not realiotic. There is no easy solution. That is why I deliberately refrain 
from suggeotlng any scheme. There are many in the field. some of them admirable 
on paper. but none baa ao far been acceptable to both the Congress and the Muslim 
League. There are thoae who tell us that the departure of the Britiah from India; will 
load to an early removal of communal diffioultiea. It passes my comprehension. 
however, why the same persons do not tell us now what the solution will be.' I 
repeat that the problem of minorities io extremely difficult and cannot be decided by 
easy generalisations. I have no doubt in my mind that it was the main cauae of the 
Great war of 1914 and the World War of 1939, and shall content myself with 
oiling only the inatances of Alrace-Lorraine. Czecho-Slovalcie. the Balkan States. 
Poland and Danzing. The Treaty of Versailles and tbe Minorities Guarantee. 
Treatieo aigned by many powers twenty yeara ago and more did not remove it. And 
this complex probfem is not confined to Europe. It exists within the British 
Commonwealth. for example. in South Africa and Ireland and. as recent experience 
ahows. in Burma and Ceylon. It ia a world problem and will be one of the crucial 

. difficulties calling for aolution at the next Peace Conference. 

In these ciroumatancea my own view is that no final decision can or should 
reasonably be expected in the midst of a world catastrophe on the queation of 

, Palciotan. No one can predict with any confidence what will be the precise nature 
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of the :sconltructed world. For instance. will nations in future stand alone or in 
federatEd Q1'0Ups? If the latter. what will be the rights and powen of ruch groups 
and nationalities? These are Yital questions which will heve to be dealt with and 
decided by a World Conference on which we must insist that India should be · 
representEd. It may well be thet a solution of ·the problem in Europe may 
be of .help to us in india. I would appeal. therefore. as I did 'last March and in 
preYious recent yean. to Hindus. Muslims and others to postpone any final 
judgment on the one aide or the other till peace hes been reat01ed. One thing at any 
rate io certain. It is thet talks of fighting for or against Pakistan cr of civil ....,. ,... 
highly injurioUL Do ouch speakers realise the implications of whet they 18Y '? How. 
far ·inotance. and where. will the fight commence and with whet waapclll.l? Tboo 
only fighting· that one can Yisualize ill communal rioting on a large scala with a 
resulting intensification of ill-fealing. If the recent axperienceo of llltarnal tlmDoil 
in Spain has aoy Ienon for the world. it is that bloodshed and deat...otiaa in a Cllvil 

. 'W8l' do oot lead to a permanent solution of a country· a difflculties. 

Immediate Action. 

Ao regards whet should he done in the immediate future It """ma to me thet 
eithv we must acquiesce in the continuance of the present situation at any rate till 
the War ia over or maka an effective attempt to reach at least a temporary solution. 
The Firat alternatiYe io DO doubt thet which commends itself to the Cabinet in 
England and the Government of India as a whole. It has the merit of ohelving the 
difficulty ·and of impooing an outward calm. I am of opinion. however. that It 
cannot commend itself to right-thinking persono. It i1 a case af crying peace where 
ther9 ill no peace. No Indian, whatever his party or creed, is satiafied with the 
existing form of Government either at the Centre or in many provincea. Ita 
continuance will only lead to increased underground disc~ntent and further deplo
rable tenaion between th9 British and Indian rac91 at the end of the war. Large 
sections of opinion in the U.S.A. as well as in Great Britain sympathise with us on 
thia point. The preoent policy of tha British Government of insiatence on an agreed 
aolulion bylndiano. theoretically justifiable though it mey appear. is as ungrscioua aa 
it ill undignifiEd- No ruling powar can legitimately fold its hands and stand aloof In 
queationa of vital importance whether in India or elaewhere. Great Britain did not 
adopt this attitude in dealing with the problem of self-government in Canada. South 
Africa or Ireland. They and we must try again and yet again until a solu!!cm 
is reached. 

As regards the second alternatin it aeems to me that the first thing is far tl\s 
Viceroy and the Government of India to allow an approach to be mads to Mahetma 
Gandhi aa soon 81 possible. We Liberals do not ahere all the political and economlo 
views of the Mahatma and we heve often d~plcred some of hio actions. but there Ia 
no doubt that he is the leading personality in the largest pobtical party in India and 
enjoys very grsat influence and prestige among the Indian masses. while hi• name ill 

· )mown to million• in Europe. America and Africa. No really satisfactory solution. 
therefore. even temporary. ·can be seouroo without his acquiescence. if not support. 
The late Viceroy and hia Government made. I venture to think. a grsat miatake i1> 
not allowing a responaible Indian leader. such as Mr. Rajagopalacheri or the
American statesman. Mr. Phillips. to approach Mahatma Gandhi. India would not 
have been reduced to cheoa if these and other r91ponsible peraons had questionoo 
Mr. Gandhi on his views on the existing political impasse and on the means for 
ending it. If he bed asked and otill aslcs. aa io probable. that the opinion of members 
of the Congress Working Committee ohould be ascertained. 1 would lmpoae no
conditions on their meeting and deliberations. Knowing Mr. Gsndhi'o conaistently 
strong views on non-violence. we cannot eipect him or them to admit responlibibty 
for the deplorable and wicked acta of aabotage which tool< place Ill August and 
subs<>quent months !sat year ar even to cancel their resolution of August, 1942. 
Self-respecting and patriotic men. who heve sacrificed much. cannot reasonably be. 
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expeoted to denounc4- their past. All that ia nooeilary ia for the CongreSs to treat 
that re•olution as a doad letter. I believe that this will be dane. For this purpose I am 
of opinion that the Congre11 leadera 1hould be relea1ed unconditionally. Many of 
the rank and file, Including 1cores of members of legislature•. are now out of jaU and 
the number of relea1es i1 increasing and will. I hope. increase. It is unjustifiable 
to detain men and women in jaU without trial and without their being rupplied even 
with the reasons for their detention. Further. I do not believe for a moment that 
the Congress leaden would advocate peace with ImperieUJtic Japan or renounce 
their anti-Fatcl•l attltude. ' 

The next step would be a conference between them and the leaders of the 
. Mutl!m League end repre•entatlves of other important minorities and interests with 
· tho' immediate object of forming composite National Governments at the Centre and 

ill' the Provinces. In 1941 I did what I could through personal interviews to 
persuade Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Jinnah to meet each other but failed. Others 
have similarly failed. In this connection I wish to say that no party has been more 
pressing in its deoire to see a oettlement between the CongreiS and the Muslim 
League than the Indian Communists. In •Pile of our holding view• different 
from theirs in certain important matters all honOUl' is d.ue to them for w,hat they have 
tried to do. For several year• I have openly and privately pleaded that the Viceroy 
should hold a conference of leading repretentatives of different parties and let India 
know the reoult of their deliberation•. It i1 only at 1uch a conference. for instance. · 
that the full implicaiions of a scheme 1uch as Pakistan can be adequately 'discussed. 
At present we are in the dark as to detaU1. The1e. no doubt. are governed by 
principle• but the latter not Infrequently have to be modified after a diooussion of 
details. Anyhow. it i1 at leaot posoible that a temporary •elution would be reached at 
such a conference and National Governmenta be formed throughout India composed 
of repreoentative peroono. II I feel confident that at any rate the younger generation 
of our countrymen on whom the future of India will increasingly· reo! would bring 
preosure on the leaders of the different parties. whose views perhaps age has fixed. 
to oome to a settlement. Surely compromise i~ still a virtue even in our distracted 
world. Let us lioten to the word• of Burke: "All government. indeed every human 
beqefit and . enjoyment. every virtue and every prudent aot is founaed on · 
oompromioe." If. however. the conference io not saccesoful. the peaceful and often 
effective method of arbitration 1hould be tried. If even. that faUed. India and the 
world outside would at leaot know where the blame lay. For my own part. as I oaid 
in Deoember, 1940, and March. 1943, at All-India Christian Conferences and also 
at the Luoknow Provincial Non-Party Conference in December, 1941. "I would 
not mind if all the members of the Governor-General'i Council were :flindus, or 
Muslims. I would not object if they were all members of the Congreso or the 
Muslim League. because I feel that in nine out of ten questions no friQtion or 
difference on communal grounds oan possibly arise." 

Post-War Reconstruction. 

Nowhere in 'the world is this problem more pressing than in India. A. 
compared with European countries. though fortunately we· have not S1jffered from 
the terrible effects of bombing from the air. more leeway hqa to b<> made up since. 
whether in education. economic or social development. we are far behind the 
United Kl~gdom and the Dominions. For the world at large I imagine that the 
main objects of post-war reconstruction will be to devise a scheme for the preser
vation of world peace. the settlement of international disputes and the guarantee of 
aeourity by aome international organisation. There must also be great eco!lo.iuc and 
social changes ao wall ao protection against world-wide economic anarchy. The main 
function of any Central or Provincial Committees which have been or will be 
formed in India for the purpose of reconstruction. apart from temporary though 
difficult and important adjustments consequent on the return of hundreds and 
thouoands of soldiers. will be to lay the foundations of a wall-planned economy which 



will inoreue the oultivation of food. improve: egrioultural methods. upend rural 
reoonotruction end industriaa. liquidate illitaraay, end raiaa the standard of Uving. 
FOJ" aD the~~a Indians have been crying far .fifty yean end more. Mter the war 
large numbara of Indiana with taohnical training will be releued far civil dutiao. 
Full Ul8 should be made of their howledga end axparianca. Large llliDI of money 
will have to be boirowed aa wall aa taken from current revenue~~ for the latter alone 
can never aolva the limitleu needs of the future India. The large end gratifying 
reduction In the aterUng debt of India during the p1'819Dt war will be of help far thi1 
purpose. ·In any- Ca.a we must think in crorea end not in lakha. A ooheme hu raoently 
been adumbrated by the Gavarnmant of India f"" a nationaliYatem of education end 
a oommittee, hu alae, been · fOJ"med to frame pl'OJ>088ll ·far the improvement of 
health.oonditiona throughout India.· We wish wall to_ both projaota but at the aama 
time uprea the hope that a reaaonable time limit will be preaaribed fOJ" their practical 
fruition and.that the huge IUDIII required will bafOJ'thaaming, Sobamea have a tendency 
to.•oaver hundreds of pegaa 011 paper and than to hibernate. . Ladiaa end gentlemen. 
of one thing we may be . aartain-it Ia that the reoonatruated worlcl will be different 
from OUl'l and that lndia 'cannot end will nat be left unaffaoted. A new end batter 
aoaial order lll the ,dominant, theme of the different ideologies af the present time 
end we must be prepared f"" far more aoai&Ustio end lass capit&U1tia condition• 
then thoaa prevailing at preaenl Surely this aciaorda with the Liberal aree which. 
~h opposed to toFaJitari"" tyranny In any fonq!, Ia equally . agaln1t the diata
tarshil' of., pri_vil'!!le .and ve~~ted intereata .and: demands that all without diltinatlon 
of race, end creed ahoulcl. have _aqua! opporhu!itiaa for a full life. . . , 

· ~diani Oveneu. · 
-I' . ' , I , l ' • '• • , . 

.. Among' the·, quaation~nd they· are happtly many-on which ther9 Ia 
unantmlit' 'of opi;uon among Indiana nona Ill mare important or praulng than that of 
our oountrymen ovaraeaa. Curiously· e.;ough. this problem Ia the direct creation of 
the British <Government end the Government of Ind,ia In the pall To oountriaaouah 
aa South' Mrioa. thtl Walt Indie1, 'Mauritius and Fiji Indian• were aant by 
Government !in 'ii oo~tihuoua atraaln under the evil ayllem of indenture now. happily. 
abandonee!'. In · none of thaae aauntriaa · ha1 the ezparlanaa of our ·bNthm and 
tristers been raally-oatiafaatory·ln sPite of their industry, thrift and law-abiding nature. 
Strangely> these gOod pointe. 'creditable to aolonlata all over the WOJ"lcl. have In the case 
of Indlena led to'' opposition end boi!Ue action oil the pert of jeoloUI opponanta. In 
South:·Afriaa·Indiim~ have suffered 'under a ayatelil of deliberate f'dahing of polttiaal 
and· municipal righta prevlouily enjoyed by thOm. of deprivation of cltlzan1hip In 
,Iarge· areaa. of oppreulve ·legislation end broken promlaes. The South Mrican 
Pegging ··Act this year. as unnaoaaaary aa It Ia harsh and vindictive; Ia onlY one more 
manifestation 'of a' deep-raated anti-Indian ·:feallng. Froill· personol ezperlenaa of 
South Africa. aa Agent-General from 1932 .fis 1935. end of other portloni of 
Africa In which Indians reside. I IBY mthaut hesitation that the colour-bar Ill all 
~ding. , It "lll .the maat sinister end cruel of aD bars fOJ" ,against It 1he1"' Ia no 
poaaible radrS... . It Ia artificial for it doaa nat- ezist among abilclran or the 
unaapbiatiaated ·n.;. u;· certain countriaa, e.g .. New Zealand. end it Ia more prevalent 
'• . ' I·' - ' , • 

.among the· J\nglo-Suon then the Latin maea. In .South Africa Boers and Brililh 
~ually support ita· oontinuenae though it Ia fair to IBY thai \he aaurag90UI though 
imONSOOPia minority oppoaad to It (all honour.l9 them). !a oari>poaad almoR entirely of 
llritlah, ltoak or their deaaendenta. Soma progre111 hu ~een 1!18de in recant yean In 
th~ educatlaJi of Indians in South. Africa but unleu. and untU the municipal and 
poUtiaai franam.;.·~a restored or mended to~ on the ~ W:ma aa .Europaana 
.,njay it-of thiJ. unfOJ"tnnetely. I sea no praapaot-thare Ia no hope. of Indian 
.aontentmenl Spaeohaa .by Vinaraya or by our oountrymen are oltogathar ineffective. 
Europeans 1n SoUth Afri~ ridioule and ignore thatn. Thay know full waD that the 
llritlah ·Cabinet pleads helpleaaneaa and that <X>!our prajudiaa baa inareaaad even Jn 
Great Brilain during thla Century to the eztant that many hotell and boarding houaaa 
:refuse to edm!t Asiatica ;.,d Afriu In London. Edinburgh and e!Jewhera. In IPite of . 



their being Brltilh subJects end ln aplte. too. of the absence of such inhlbiticrulm the 
pro-war ciontinent of Europe. They are also aware thet ln countries su~h ao ,Kenya; 
which are directly under the Brltlah Colonial Office. Indiana do n~t enJOY the same 
r!ghto and prtvllege1 as men and women of. Brltlab race or even ~en~ from Europe 
and America. In India also colour prejudice cannot be said to have disappeared and 
It still ralaeolta bead from tlme to tlme. though with lea• prominence •than of old. 
Retaliatory measuroa ogolnot South Africa; economic or pofitloal. however much we 
may aympothlae with them. ore tikely alas I to be of fittle practlool benefit. f<ir India 
exports to South Africa for mora goods !bal. aha reooivea and the number of South 
African• fn .India fa lnflnltealmal. One reform and that alone will· have a 
permanently aolutary effect end that Is proasure through peaceful negotiation•. if 
posalble. but by a oelf-governlng India exercising full authority over her· armed forces. 
Mesnwhllelt Ia e11entlal that all the. countries of Asia at the next peace Conference 
should bring the question of the colour bar prominently to· the frOnt. :·Asiatica and 
African• everywhere will demend Its removal and they wlll have many supporteril 
among :people of European and· Amerloen nationality. ' Imperlafiam, throug'hout.the 
world. baa been largely rosponllblo for antagonisms baaed on colour or race but·itis a 
dying- force at Joost in Aoia •. We mUJt sea to It that it ·perishes and that it> has no 
reourrectlon. 

Indian State.. 

Liberals have oonaiafontly ~rged reforms and pobtioal proiJresa li.- the India;; 
States aa wall as In Brltlah India. It Ia obvii>ualy lmpoaaible f<ir contiguou~ terrJf;;rie~ 
not to bo affected by each 'other' a conditions. In · ouch cas'oil there Ia iilwaya 
mutual lnteraotlon. If self·government, fpr . instance, baa boon doclared to be the 
goal In the near futuro of Indiana In British India. it is inconooivable that their 
bret!n'on In Indian States, with w,hom, they ar~. connected by. tjes pf language, 
culture, cuatoma and religion should not have ai'!'Uar aspirationo. State~-ln India ar!' 
at preaent admittedly in_ different atagea of. poUtioal and eduoationalevolutlon, but i~ 
all it should be tho declared policl'j of their Rulers. to_ prepare their peopl~ as ~pidly as 
po.110lble for full reaponalblo government.,. This. can bo_ dODe by more; _and yet more 
e~uoatlon, by extension of loc~l- •elf-government and Jhrougq ·. fltate .aasambfiea_ a_11d 
other rep~eaentatlve inatilutlons with reaponaibillty as well. aa power. _These and -
other :reforms are the more desirable in large States whose resources -are greater and 
where political movement. whether open or veiled, i1 stronger ~nd more, P,eraistent 
Frinoea have_ one advantage over the British Gover!_lment in that they bel~n!t tq th" 
same reoe and aoll u their subjects and are,permanent -residents .-of the1;VOJ!n\r!. 
All the more reason why they 'should do their utmost to associate themselve_lb "'til 
their people and their people with them. At the aame;tlme it)s very d(llljr~ble t.h~t 
oubieota of Indian States. should resort- o_nly. tC? .aon~titution_al,methods,Jor .-reform·a 
and redreso of their grlevanoea,llnoe ·mass. aotlon ia' _equally d0ubleoedge<;l_.~hethe; 
praotlsed in British India or In th,e Stetea. _ ,.- _ ., __ 

1 
• ~~- Conclusion. i ~· · ._ _ • :.·. 

- L~aiel and Gontlemen. let us ~ot·be i>esaimistlc ii, ·regard to the rut~re'61 
bur country. When welook.round the world today we hear of the ter.Jib!e ravagea 
of war In almoot every o'ountry in Europe as well as iri China arid South-Ea~f A.ili. 
Hundreds of thi>uaanda have bee~ killed and permanent}y·'diaabled. fiOW:i•hirlidowns 
have been -deatroyed iii -whole or in part, free oountrie_s have beeri subjugated ' i!iid 
crushed;" whtle their economic' atrUoturelieaahetiered. Thank God. in this countij 
~e ha'Oe so far been spared th& direct horrors of war. We know, too.ihat there' is 
an increasing number of nien and women in different oountriel who long for .:'bett.j 
worid after the war In which Force and race projudice Will tlot be the onfi sanctlons: 
Those who are not against ua ere for""' -With them let ul take heart. · Even in-ore 
l~perative !1 the duty o~at on eaoh and ell of us in India to spread peace entl gOod~ 
will among our fellow OltiZena and to diapel dissenaioni; The future of India lies with 
her people. ·"!nl~ we stand I With t~s as .Qur motto nol>oWer-on earth 0 .n;_ stop 
us from reaching tn the near futurelhe •napinng goal~ ~e -men '&nd'free woineil 
In a free country. ..·- · · . -. 



Second o.:j•a P.roceeclli.p. 

The 24th 10t1ion of the National Libelal Fed.,..tion rG-aaembled at the Sir 
Jeevanji Mody Hall on Tbunday. the 30th December 1943 with Raja Sir Mabarej 
-Singh in the chair. After passing a reaolution of oondolenae on the ad deatha oE 
~I<i, Nibaran Chandra Ray. one. of the ez-General Searetoriea of the Federetion. 
Mr.· Sahrab Wedia end Mr. C. L. Narayan S..tri the Preaident called upon 
Mr. Vinayek Rao to move the following reocilution. 

1. The War. 
' 

:.Mr. E. Vineyalca Row (Madru) moved. the fdlowing resolution:-

.;;The Netianal!.ibenil Federation of India recorda ill deep aatiafactlon 
Bl the IUOOe;,. of the Allied erm1 on-all frontl. in particular It Views with 

·pride-the ,.Plendid part playeC! by the Indian ooldier~ in Africa. Italy and 
oth9r the8tres of.Wer. c. . ~ ·· 

The Federation appeals to the peaplO of India to es100iate themaelvea 
with the war ·effort tiD Viotorv lli attained. At ihe aame limo it deairea 
(o impreu on the Central-and Provincial Governmenll the absolute neaeasity 

·for ~t!Dg tbe political and psychological conditions easential to enabl& 
Indians to consider th" War aa their own and to exert their maximum effort 
wlth a view to ensure the speedy victory of the ADiea ... 

"··· .. '. :t . 
Mr. Vinayaka Row aaid: 

•~ ' , . , I 

. . ~ 

, . ,6 • , Presiden~ hroth~r delegatea.Jadi~a and gentlemen, ~ have great pleasure lp-
maving thia reaolution for the first and moat important reason that It Ia not at all con.-· 
.traver~iaJ. · ,It.ia· o~e ~~ whl~h ihere ,ill perfect un'antmity of opi~i.,;.. The sentlm~nta 
.axpreu~ ini~·re.~lution will commend general acceptance from· every group of 
,poliliael. op;;.ion. including the governmenll end their aervanta both at tha .centre end 
~ ih~p~ino~a.: , It ill a ~ubjeot ~n which both the gavernm~nt .and the people er& 
~~one. I em aware t~at one important political party baa allowed Ita leader to aay the~. 
;~t·seation,d_oea not. c\)"Operate .with the. war effort of the governm'!"t for the aimple• 
:t"'~"'1'1 ,that 9e~tein iJDpoaaible demands made. b~ that oeotion were pqt conceded b;r 
the gav~rn~e!'t, ,, ~ '!" know '!'ho made that statement .. and wh'!J that .. leader Ia. .H .. 
has not made only one atatement. but he bao made severalatatemanta and bia atete
<munta •land-that hi" .party d081 not ~operata with the governmarit for the · reason 
·that the demands made;. by it with T&ferenoa II>• ill rapraa<JDtetion·bave not bean can
.a.Oded · hy government.,, But .that bao not det<Jrred individual m..mber~ of tbat part,
.from a~pOralinSJand inany Important: members of that partY. have: participated· in 
the war effort.on· a grilnd.soale. h fer u the Ltberal Party II ·ooncerned, everllno. ' 
the war was declared. we have been. urging our countrymen to oo-oparate In the war 
1>ffcrt of theGoVernm<JDt of Indta and-the local Government. ' We are greatly' plaaaed 
'that the lid& of-war haa C!efinltely tumelllil favour of the United N aliena. • Vlotoriee • 
Mve been wOii on a 'grand ocala. both in• the· west· and 'on fujj aide> In · the- Ball 
'Paoifio. grand victories bave bean wmi. Tbe German Nayy ·auah aa lt'waa and the 
'aub;,.arilie 'campaign of the 'Germani :·have been brought to a atend-atiD. The 
'P~•• ofJapari on tbeoeao bas- been brought'toa-'otop. Ob land they are atill · 
'sinnewbal atrong.·''But very 100n.""' ermlei of the United Nation• wiD begin the 
;offensive for wbioh mag'nifioient plant bava been made. I have DC> doubt that vlirh 
'soon o11r victorioua armies will march into Burma and open the road to China. 

. ' . . ~. 

' From all thia; I ae.y we can see lndioationi. not only indica tiona. but prognOB!i

loationil of an .,..1y termination cf the W... definitely on the weal end In the eut. very 
~,;, parbapa much IIOOD&r than people originallY 1maglnecl; .Tbia ill a IOUJ'08 of great 
utillfaction. Tbe Amerioeno ere glad ave» It : the Brillth are glad OVIII' It ; and . ..., 
tOo....,. glad aver it· . Our-contributions to thia iesult bave been magruf!oi<JDt. if y01t 
:.,o,;,;der th9 relative otrength; iiconomically and flDanoially, of our .oount:ry in -
pariiOn -.yith America and England. 
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In manpower. India hao CODtributed 10111ething like two million combatants to 
the fighting serviceo. And India' 1 war effort in the manufacture and supply of 
munUiono and hundred• of othar requirements of war. With India 81 the baae. bee 
been aplendid and superb. Our ooldiers have won on every front, have done enor
mous deeda of valour and military renown. India baa every cause to be legitimately 
proud. We are also glad that the Commander-in-chief recently issued a presa otate
ment in which be aclmowledged in moat handoome terma the great part played by India 
In the victorlea won and tha great part abe will still play in the victories that are to be 
won. in the near future. 

But it is oad to point out, but it is my duty to. point it out. that Mr. Churchill, 
the Premier. in the variouo speecheo made by hi Ill ~fter the North African Campaign 
referr~ to the great part played by the armies that came from the Dominion~. He 
.specifically mentioned SouthAfrica.Nez;z.;aland; Australla but he forgot to mention 
India. You wiD all recall the statement: where at a moment of 'victory,"'after the 
North Afrjcan Campaign, he announced in a generous mood'the auiatance he had 
received from the other United Nations-hamenti<;med America. South Africa. New 
Zealand, and A11•tralia- but )te did .not like to say in the same braath !ndi~. I would 
not mind It if he said India in the iecond sentence or jn the third sent~noe, or in 
another otatement. I muoi say, with great regret that' su~h an. importa~t polltician as 
the Pra~ier of England baa not 'aclmowledged in han~om~· terms the:gallant services 
rendered by the Indian army in winning these victorious campaigns. . It, wa.s left to a 
~ubordinate limb of the Government, not even the Viceroy but the Commander-in
chief in India. a subordinate limb of a subordinate goVernment. to accord due reoog

. nition to the gaUant victories won by our soldiers. Mr. Amery is the. Secretory of 
1tate for India. the custodian of all India lntereats. but he too did not make any 
·offlcialotatement on the floor of the House ofCommona or on any proper oocallion. 
India is entitled to· expect suoh a statement. But it does not matter. Let lia. rejoice 
that our soldiers have doria such splendid w~rk. When the iime oom:ea. at the Peace 
Conference our people oan say "Here are we representing two million 'aoldiera wh~ 
played ouch a · great part in maldng that' Victory possible. maldng it posaible for tlie 
representatives of the United Nation• to sit together at the Peace table; representativ'ea 
who. we are told.'wlll dictate terms t~ Germany and Japan. ·But I hope they will riot 
dictate Ierma tiidar which India will evolve independence. 'l hope they will lit arid 
listen and they will then bear In mind' the part played by the InClian soldiers. . . 

. The aeoond·part of the reaolution urges the people to continue to give the same 
"'up port to the war effort. What is the reason? The reaoon ia, that unless Victory is 
won and speedtly won. the sufferings of the people of India. polltioally and economically,, 
will.continue. Not a day should be allowed to.paos which will delay thaaohievement 
.of that Victory. It is so sadly, .so sorely needed by millions .of our countrymen •.• 

. , 
War effort. of oQurse, means among other things, giving chequeo I!' various 

• ·war funds. There too we have played a big'part.• The workers in. army, ordinance 
.and other faotorie,, workers in the transport industry, ,,those who .engage in 
.the manufacture and supply of a hundred items which our armiea require. with 
India as the baae of operationa-these play a graat part. All thea~ things will have 

I , , '- -

to be produced aa fast ·as possible and ao much as possible without any delay. Tbat 
.can be dona only if there is the appropriate atmosphere making ~ery one feel that the 
·work and Ia one' a own work. It is a par~ of our duty to appeal to the .6ntiment and 
·f~agination of the people. But to oraate the naoeuary psychological and. political 
oonditlona necessary for every Indian to faa! that this is our War. that th~ war is 
maant aloo for our own benefit, that Victory will bring to India all the aopirations 
..be has baan cherishing . these years-deferred promiaes have not much· practical 
value. People WQu)d like to !mow what exactly we are going to ·get.. Something 
must be done here and now. More than a promiae of something coming after the 
war. it ia much better to know at this stage, what. when the war is over, would be 
.quantum of freedom that we .aould upeot politically and aoonomioally, wi~t 
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further P~ and without further delay. Thil aan be d:me. We have bean 
urging towarda that and. the oomplata Indiani!ation of tho army. I have got only a · 
few ltatiltico to give you at the present time. In September 1942. the ratio of Indi&~~. 
offi08l'8 to Britiah offioara in Indian Artillery W8J 1: 64. Indian Corpa of Bngin881'1 
l: 33. that il for avery Indian officer. there ware 33 British offioaro. In the 
armoured Corpa l: 25. Indian Army ordinance Corpa 1: 163. 

. Taking. all the aarvioaa, in the army it was 1: 45. Navy 1: 24 and Air 
Force 1: 65. l expect that owing to the axiganoiaa of war and recant raoruitmanta 
to emergency oommiaaiona. the peroantaga now is slightly higher. Enough youn11 
man oould be recruited from our U nivaraitiaa: there are enough man who are. 
anxious to join .tho 1arvioa•· It Is for the Government to make usa of thasa reaouroea. 
It Is not too much to hope. I baliava, that by the time we moat ·next ChriatmsL f 
ahall be in a poaition be taD You that the proportion of Indian offioero baa Increased . 
in every branch of the Indian Army. Satiafaotion in tho army In avery direction and 
avery rank and branch of it, il the first political and payohological oonditlon which 
In nao8188ry to make every man feel that this war Is our own war. Nuthing Is, 10 · 
valuable in fighting u ~'~ling. !ha~ _c1na ,fiphto not_ onl,y ~ one' a own pra•ant 
aaonrity and military honour bnt elao for the aaonrity and honour of pooterlty. That 
feeling Government muat ctaata in our 10ldiara and sailors and airman. · 

. ' 
' I believe that our appeal will be accepted and aomathing will be done In 

this reapaot. . ' · ·· 
' ' ' . . ~ I ' . .. • . ' 

~·-y. K. Shastri (Bombay) In aao<)Dding the resolution, aaid: 

' I hitva great' pi881Ure to aae that throughout thi1 year there hu baan conti• 
nued succaaa to the allied arms. both on tho diplomatic and militarY fronta. But It II a 
matter of regret that our Secretary of State. Mr. Leopold Amery hits not cared to say 
-one weird about India' a part in thea a suooeaaaa. 

The aeciond part of this resolution II vary important and we cannot lay too great 
an emphasis 'on the neoenlty of creating appropriate political and paychologioal condi
tions. It Ia very eaaantlal. in' order to bring about these conditions, that the political 
leadara ~ow 'in jail muat be releaaed.' That must . be tho first atep In order to create 
the proper politico! atmosphere. Another thing that must be dona Ia to sao that the 
government both at tho centra and the provinoaa are manned by real repraaentatlvaa 
Of the people, whoever iJ,ey·- may be and to whatever party they may balong. It I• 
naoaaaary for o...;,ting the proper conditions for winning this war and makin!l it a 
1'1181 peopl~f W8l\ the pre•ent ~~~~~ deadlock ahould be immediately ended and the 
praae~t gov~ent aubatituted by a gov,.mment which cail. command. the respect 
.end confidence of the country.'' · · . · . · 

~ ' . .I ¥ 

' Mr. Shapurii N'. 'Guzder. '(Bombay) supporting the resolution aaid: 
·~ . :.: . . . , ,-

·I 'will touch on pointe .,.;hioh have bean .unwittingly omitted by the gentleman 

\whO spoke before, , 
.. ~ . . . ::--

Sir Cawasjea Jahengir In hia speech as Chairmen of the Raoaption Committee 
)aid the blame for tb9 pl'lll81lt•. politlcal deadlock at the door .of the. Congrau. .Tha 
President Sir Mabarai Singh laid the b!aJD, on the Congrau and the Govarnmeilt of 
India.· .They-ware both 'wrong; The lOla blame for the praaant deadlock II the 
creation <>I' British Government alone. An thaae 150 yaaro of.Britilb.l'U!e In India, 
tb9 policy adopted was divide and rule. In order to continua that policy Sir Stafford 
Cripps was sent with a moat miaohievoua offer of Pakistan. thus widening the enimity 
batwea~ partiaa and ~triaa. who could relr. on Britlah promilaa when . ~ .. peat, 
aparien~ was 10 var:Y bittar. . Promilel ware broken ~ .inltaad of. reformo ~"· 
~d _R~:wL,ttt &at." end J~nwela Bag. . .: ' . _ , . . , , , ... 
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The same thing Ia going to happen after the w8J' i& over. Our past eiperlimce 
has always been rather sad. Ther& baa been promlae after . promiSe in the last few 
yeaH. But they do not fulfil any of them. There will be no ?earth of enough 
lnd!ans if complete mUitariaation is applied in this counfcy. 

'. 
Our first nl!ty in order to bring about the proper atmosphere in the cowifcy 

for touching tho imagination of the people and rousing the people to a great effort ln. 
aupport of the war. after waleaVI!·tha hall. ia for us after reasonable. time; say after 
a week or 10. to meet the Viceroy in a body and oak him that those leaders outlride 
who want to aae Gandhiji should be allowed to see him atid enliat hia support: Even 
a oonferanoe might be oalled of representatives of various partiea who are thinking 
on iheJe lines and 11 amaH committee or deputation should aee the Viceroy and ask 
Lord W avell to aae that aomething ill done to resolve the present deadlock. · .. 

With this augge•t!on I give my entire support to .this resolution. The resoluti90 
was unanimously adopted. 

-:o:-

2. THE POUTICAL SITUATION 
I ·• . 

The Rt. Hou'ble V. S. Srinivasa Sa~tri (Madraa). moved the followin!J, 
reaolutiou:-

The National Liberal Federation oonsidars that the reaolutiou of 
the An-India Congraas Committee of Auguat 1942 sanotioning masa: CivU 
DiiiObadianoe was wrong and IU-oonoaived and It deplores and oo~damns the 
sabotage and 'Oiolanca which· lOOk· place last year. At the ~ame time it 
diaapprovea the policy of the Government of India in continuing to detain 
in priaon without trial well~known and popular Indian leaderaand in refusing 
to allow any approach to be macle to Mr. Gandhi and other Congress 
leaders ainoe tl!eir inoaroeration. ln. view. of the praaant political and wer . 
situation ancl tho fact that Congress is the largest political party in India and 
laat but not leaat in the hope and bell'lf that the Congreaa leadera will 
·accept the wishes of milliona in this country and .g..;, to treat the resolution 
of August I 942 as a dead latter. the Federation requests the Government 
of India to release these persons unconditionally. It appeals to these leaii'GI'I · 
when released as well aa to the leaders of the Mw!im League and the Hindu 

\ ' ' • f' ' 

Mahaabha and other important political parties and intereata to convene a 
Coufaranaa and to co-operate l!i forming national ocimposite GOvernments 
at the Centre and in the Provinoea that at the Centre to I?• treated by the 
Btitiab Government on the same footing as the Government• of the 
DominiollB: Such co-operation should be given Without prejudice to the 
different view pointa of the verloua political parUaa regarding' the f~ture 
oonstltut!ou of India ancl with the earnest delrire to leave any important 
oontraver•ial matters for decision after the W8J'. The Federation ia convinced 
that composite National Governmenta will be of great help in clearing 
miaunderatandinga between the various partlaa .. and between them' 11nd 
Government. in inereaalng mutual oonfidence and in bringing about oondltiona 
which will facilitate the Inauguration o! ·a satisfactory an'd workable 
constitution for India when peace has been restored. In this oonnectiou 
this Federatiou strongly atress81 the continuing obligation' Of the Btitiah 
Government and the Government of India to take early steps to further the . 
upiratioua of the people and to estabbh National Governments at the 
Centre and in the Provinoea notwithstanding the exiotenoe of domeltio 
difficaltiea. 

·Mr. Saatri who ou riling received a great ovation 11id: The resolution 
expleina Itself. Still I think it will naed a short apeeoh to dot the I' a and oroas the t'.L 

Let me take ita important pofnta one by one. Jn the f'll'lt place you will underllland that 
thla F odaratiou desires that Cougren lead era should be released without any 



~ondltion and that then they should--' agree ,to treat the Auliust 'l'<lsolutioil ·of> 
last .year ·as a dead letter. By that itatement . we . mean that , the Congress- lead ... 
when released should definitely abandon that reiolution. It has no more validicyi 
!!'here is no· more •cope for its operation and the Congress organisation would Jos/; 
notbi'ng either in prestige or in opportunity of action by letting this reao!ution he dead; 
That is our earnest request, and we state here that in that request millions of poop!& 
in this country join us. That statement requires httle explanation. As far as we see, 
the opinion of the country taken as a whole is not in favour of the resolution or what 
has· followed it by way of disturbances in the country. · These disturbances were hot
on a scale which"wculd justify the i.nference that as a whole the people of the count,Y. 
aympathiaed with it. Then we know in point of faot that great bodieo of lndiamt 
stood aloof from -the resolution and all that it imphes. The War effort has not heed 
seriously impeded. The Government has not suffered anything- but a slight ember:: 
rassment in the administration of the country or in the pl'OIIeoution of ihe war.' That> 
leads 'to the •clear inference that as a whole the population of India did not endcirs<i' 
the resolution of August 1942 and did not wish that it ahould stand. even on paper lei 
obstruct in any way the further progress of the country. . ··I 

': ; ~ 

Do we say too much when we ask that the Congress should agree in ·.con~ 
sequence of the wishes of· milliona in this country to drop the resolution 1 I do no~ 
think it ·is an unreasonable demand ·to melee. · Then when Congress leaders •have 
been ·released ~nd expressly renounced all desire to continue in the spirit of that ...,_. 
solution the next atep to take according to this resolution is that. they· in conjuncliobl 
with the leaders of the Muslim League and the Hindu Maha Sabha and of other political , 
parties with interests in the country convene a .general con'ference of leadera of IndiB;• 
fhese should sit together. pool their wisdom and patriotism and then evolve plans:fOit 
the immediate future. Our deoire expressly stated here is that these deliberationr.; 
which. we hope. will be in an atmosphere of compleie harmony and mutual under!! 
.tanding. · should -bring about :what we describe- by two words "national and! 

• Composite Governments at the centre and in the provinces'.". You will see. Gentlem9nJ 
therefore that we want the leaders of the-Congress.to move away from their originaJ 

8pirit and then· agree to collaborate-with other leaders in the country of· whom I do. 
not think it is an exaggeration to say that there• are many. They should collaborat9i 
with these peOple outside their own specific: bodies and in collaboration with -therlit· 
~•tabllsh composite .and national Governments · in the ooountry. When we .iar 
'Composite' a word of explanation is neoesaary and -as that breaks new ground ;_'{' 
should like to explicate it by a word. What we mean is that when provincia)!· 
governments are constituted in future there should not be wholly compoaed· of~ 
repreaentatives of that pootical party which -may happen to be in power. Suppooin!i'
thS CongreSs were in poWer in any.Provinoe Our suggestion "is -that the cabinet ~ 
the ministry they form should· be composed :certainly of . a majority of Congre.S· 
members but alao of a few representatives- of ·other' parties in the interests of: thEI
country. In other words we recommend a coalition· government in each provinc8J· 
That those Governments wculd not function properly and efficiently unless at the 
top and at the oentre.there ~ere .a si~_ilar qovernmer{t composed of repfes~~,tati_vep~ 
of all partiea and intareats in the country follows as a matter of course. Then wh~ 
such Governments have been establisheil in the centre and in the provinces we believ~, 
ladies and gentlemen. and I think we can assert it without the alightest · beaitation~ 
that not only our aspiration• of the moment will be satisfied in a way but that it i~: 
a result the Government must heartily and cordially welcome. · For to them thi 
paramount dutv today in India is the prosecution of the war which has enterod or is 
about to on a decisive phaae, when India and Japan will atand confronting eac!i 
other. It is the paramount interest of the Government that in this country condition.'' 
abould be established "!"hioh will inalce that war absolutaly certain to end upon the aidJ 
of tb.e allies. Ia that too muo.h again? Though by mutual co-operation all the parties iO: 
the country including n'ngreas. leaders released unconditionally shculd agree, t6 
eatabhsh national and o~posite Gpvernmenta and .with the guidance .ot the gov:e~f. 
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menta not certainly diJturbing in any way the reoponsibtlitiea of the Commander-in 
Chief or the Viceroy In the conduct of that war that in that way we ahould help in 
<the re-eatabliahment of pesoe In the continent. That I think ~ a ooniiUIDmarion 
devou~y t<> be wiahed. Out resolution pull that In prominence ao the! nothing could 
be brought against either the spirit or the language of the resolution that I beg to 
cnove for your acceptance. · 

Further down fn the resolution we lay down some important propositions 
and ft f• to the moat Important of them the! I next wiah to draw your attention. 
You may all remember that our greatest complaint today ia that the deadloolc. 
()clitioal and otherwise, seems not to be resolvable for the reaaon that Govarnment 
oputa the reaponsibUity for the initiative on tha people of : the land. The 
Secretary of State for India. followed dutifully by the Viceroy and other spolceamen, 
<JOolfnusiiY repeata what Is a very· convenient thing for them that the desdlock 
u the rellllt of the unwisdom and discord of the leaders of the country. divided jnto. 
wafring parties. and. therefore the Government could do. nothing. WJ\il those 
teaders changed their waya and became frfenda .yitb each othe_r and co-operated !n 
~n the ellabUshment of conditions favourable to the establiahment of a common 
aovernment • .I do not Icnow; Gen~emen. how a- Government ruling over 400 
mlllions of people armed to the teeth today With all the weapons of fo1'Qe and violenc~ 
<that oould be imagined. a Government which has token to itself all the powera posaible 
end conceivable and rules with an absolute sway. lcnows no .check whatsoever oto i!J 
euthority-how a Government eatablillhed in that oupreme and .unassaUable position 
can tell the world and hope to be believed by the world that it ~ not thai!_ function 
et ell. to Interfere. thet their dutY Is to watch benevolently, porhaps complacently. 
perhaps gleefully, whUe the leaders are not able to come to an understanding ,ancl thing• 
ahould go on the preaent unaatiafaotory and diiBBtroua footing. A ·Government of 
that kind repeating thia absurd proposition day after day aeems to me to be 
condemning ltaelf out of ita own lipa, and I ahould pity the world If'. the worlc! 
believed it. I lcnow the senaible part of the world, either in India or outside. does 
110t beUeve it. We throw the onus on the Government •.. We say .to them, .the rea. 
ponsibUity for the lmpaase is not ours only. You are responaibJe;. By you I mean 
the Government. Being responsible for it. it is Your busineaa, more than the busineas 
oQf any other iingle party in the country, to bring the people together, to·put yourselves 
oln their confidence and so. to arrange everything With~ut any long delay that a united 
~nstltution ill possible not only for the purpoae of the war but in the days oubaequent 
to the war. That Is the proposition which we m.alce perfectly clear. "Notwith~ 
.-tanding the exiatence of domestic difficulties'" we say. The meaning of that .is_ w11 
.do not believe Government when they aay that the unity of the oountry,ia 1101 .possi, 
lble beausa there are diaturbanoea and diaordera in the country. Dia~bancea and 
odiaoords there QlaY be. but Government muat take due ahara )II this busine~a and bJi!'g 
;the partiea together and go ahead bravely as they have done several times before in 
.ahaping the future constitution of India. _ . · 

Then another im~o~tant propositi~~' lald d~w~ here-I ·must md:e 'it 
-clear we aay here when the Centre! Gove;nm~nt 'musi' be· .treated by th~ 
-Government of Britain on the same footing . as' the Government· ·of the 
Dominions. We mean that for the war. and auring the war. ' You s~e thO impor
-tance of that proposition. It ia of the essence to the ~utur~ admlniltrati~n:of the land 
lhat we ahould be powerful in determining the future operations of our ciounfi.y.'" w~ 
.ahould be here. I moan the Central Government! what.the South. Afri6~'kGovernmen~ 
-is in Cape Town or the Auatralian Government at" Canberra: , W~ ~cannot be less thatl 
~he~. Any position inferior to . thom would 'put us }n. an invidiouS. aitu~tion and 
~"'vent us from taking our place. whio.h we asse~t with_ all emphasis tci be one of 
a'1mp1ete equality With the .dominions and, as it ia now understood ,oonatituti~nal!y. 
with Great Britain herself. Any position less then this ia injurious to our self-respect 
·and we cannot acoept.it. We therefore demand that, a National OoQlposite Governl 
cnont establiahed at the centre should be treated .• ~ any ·no;ntnion. Gnvernme~f 



i;25 

;L And bare. a. ., .... ~.. ---' .of. Ia ti · . Wh ., .. __ .. ... . • .,.,...,., '!""' .. .up. n.a on J&,n~. . . . en we .. ~Y any 
· ~"'! . '?c?v8r!'JIIent . W!l. do no~ aey. ~ ""!"&. Britishera 8.re vary willing tQ ~ow., 
!Mt we. :W'!'!t ;q ~PY !,he, ~lion which these Govemmenta. occupied ye~terday1 
WJ!at we _maan ja I"~ should occupy a position which they e.re going to occupy a, 
~of tha.arragementa of pootwar recol\otruction in the BritiJh Commonwealth.. ·r( 
~il: pooitiol!.changeaf'!' the better. our_pooition changes correspondingly. We do 
~ot mean ~ he for one moment leu than they in this poiltical organisation.· Vfhai 
we say ~ere ~~out the Constitution of India for the future must be accepted by th, 
Governm~nt aa fully facilitating their work. We are willing to concede that the'1' 
~ould. be no definite and final constitution 01tobUshed during , the war. What we 
~ve .aaked ~that provisio~al cantle shcnili\ .be treat'!<~ practically as a Dominic~ 
(3ovarnme.nt. W~ d!> not pretend for one moment that by the law. by the consti
tution. we ahnuld be :-made a dominion. but we want equal treatament with the 
D.ominioni.' .. We only aey that for .ill practical purposes the Government of Great 
ll!'ltain should treat us .;. though we ware a Domin!on Government. That is to say 
in practip~ the veto of the Viceroy liea aside. subject ·always to the higher intarasta 
~d dame.nda of the war. But we e.re willing that the anaotmant of a constitution 
f~ India .hould lie over till afte~ the war .. till a. conferanoa or convention of all ·the 
pilrtiea in the countrr talc:ea place. You will.notioe therefore the Liberal Federation 
l<;eeps well within. the bounda of moderation whel) it allows that all the dlffelent 
~nta or'viaw.of the vario'\a .. poiltioal. partlaa regarding the future constitution o~ 
~~ ~hoqld \>.~.taken into a9co~nt. and that thair earnest desire i~ to leave lmportal\t 
.iontroveraial matt~ra till. after the war. That is why I commend the reaolution 
heartily for your support. It Ia ~ot no.,.;_ we' ..;, . going . to 'I:Iandla ~r. detarDilna 
difficult points for the permanent constitution of the country. You know one of the 
vscy great diffioultiea re.iaed -Ia. the: queatioa of s.Paratlon of Hindu and Mualim 
interests into distinct and sepere.ta end perhapa unC<H>perative provinoea. Our point 
.of view is. that that queation along with other questions of aimtlar. magnitud~ and 
<~amp~ty ahnuld n'l! be raised during tha·war but. should be left over after tho wat. 
When thla Federation n:>et in Madras laat year. it passed a resolution diaapproving Paki
'll'an and Hindustan. Of that reaolution we aey ·nothing. li Ia there. still binding on ui . 
. We are against Pakistan as a '-Liberal Federation. ·But· we, are willing that the 
'lettlement of that diffloult question and other queatlons of a aimtlar order of diff!Cll!ty 
.hnuld be postponed till after the war when the aonvenUon of all' political partie• In 
!8 better-and more hermonioua atmoaphere will be able to tackle them ·and settle them 
'lo-thoaatisfaotion not only of ourselvea but of posterity. I commend this reaohltlan 
1o yOur acoeptsnoe ( Chaara). · ' 

· · -: ' The Honble Sir &joy Singh ROy'· hi' seconding the reaolulion aaid: "' . ·: 
''·' · LadieJ and gentlemen. baing called upon to speak immediately after•tha Right 
· Hon 'bla Srinivaa Saatri I naturally suffer from a greet disadvantage and I do not think 
·'that a long apeech Ia necessary in seconding thla·reaolution after the magnlfiolant 
.oration· of our diotlnguiahed iiountryman and laador. the mover of the motion. ·; 

. • . i The war bas 'now entered a n.W phaaa. • T-o tbe SUCOBU of the Allied arms 
·india bai made v~ va1uabla ilontrlbution• in men and material•. The Indian boroao 
.are. apilling their blood in the canae ol the freedom of the world. · The famoua Eighth 
'Army whosa aobiavamenta fo-day reaonnd through the entire oiviliaed. world oonalat& 
'amongst othel'l. e large number cif lndiant-Hindus and Moslems. Rajputs. Shikba. 
'Mebrathas and Pathe.ns. beaidea thoaa uoellent aoldieta. the Gurkhao from the Hindu 
·Kingdom Of Nepal We may therefore bopa that this supreme sacrifioa of 10 many 
'noble BOD I of India and the unprecedented suffering a of the milliona of bar peopla dlle 
r to ·famine. and high prices of the ·neoSssitiea of llf<t would not go in vain. Our 
'oontribution to the causa of Demooiaoy' and vindication of human bbarty Ia great and 
when the vi~torioino nationa meet for deciding the fate Of tbEt wm:ld I am IU1'8. that 
'~'~have to tabi into ~oration the noble tcls played by India in the_ aohisoe-
'ment 'of the victOry. · : · · ·' · · ~ · ' · • .. .: -- · • : ·.' 
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· The mere granting of a oonllitutlon. however. will not bring . Ul heedom 01' 

enable us to enjoy that freedom even if it brings that heedom to our best advantage. 
Our abJIJty to ••cure happiness for the poorer sections of our countrymen. to rai•e their 
1tandard of Uvlng. to increase their sense of self reliance and self-re1pe:t a1 citizens of 
a free country. wiD depend very much on the economic advancement of the people 
through industrialisation. introduction of a better system of agriculture, spread of 
education amongst the ma11es. and sooiol reform. These are much bigger problems 
than even the drafting of a political constitution acceptable to aD 1eotions of the people. 
though political emancipation ·alone can make these improvements possible 
and effective. Situated ea we are, India will have to talce up the question of 
economic regeneration end social improvement almost 1imultaneoualy with the 
securing of self-government at the end·of the war. Ther~ is no time to he lost. 
Independent oountriel lilce E~gland, Russia and China engaged at present in a life 
and death struggle have already begun seriously to thinlc of post-war reconstruction 
schemes. In ·our case It is not merely reoon1truotion but oonatruotfon from the 
beginning. Thus India can ill-afford to diraipate her energy and waste her time 
in mutual recrimination. Do we reoliae that from the point of view of our claim for 
freedom it would be auioidal if at the Peace Conference Indian representatives spealc 
in discordant voices ln1tead of claiming freedom on beholf of the entire Indian people. 
If they go to the Conference without even an agreement ·amongst · themselvea, at 
least on the fundamental principles of Tndian demand. the victorious nations ~itb aD 
their sympathies for our aspirations will neither have time nor the patience to bring 
about unity amongst the Indian political parties at the Conference. 

The National Liberal Federation baa neve~ supported direct action. In fact 
from 1919 onwards we haye dtaaooiated ourselves from such movements. end time 
has proved that the National Liberal Federation was right and not other organiaationa. 
I am aura that the day fa not far distant when even the Congresa end other organisa
tions that favour direct action will revert haole to the principles .laid down· by the 
founcfers of. the National Liberal Federation viz.. that the Constitution should be 
worlced to its beat advantage an"d that poUtical rights should be aeoured &1\d e:rpanded 
through creation of healthy constitutional conventions. One of the points urged in 
the motion before the Confereno& is that the Congresa should treat its re~olution of 
August 1942 as a dead letter. I venture to submit that the decision of the Congress 
in passing that resolution was extreomely unfortunate. It baa no~ improved the 
oauae of India's freedom and has not in any way advanced our political unity ... :rhere 
was divergence of opinion even in the Congresa oamp · regarding the policy . fore
Shadowed in the re1olution and I am glad to aay that the overwhelming majority· of 
my countrymen stood away from the movemel't· It !1 time that the leaders of the 
·Congress should realiae their mistalce and decide to abjure the policy once for aD. 
I am sure Mahatma Gandhi will !lot hesitate to advlse the Congress to do so. Tha 
British Government too have their reaponaibJIJty in helping the cause of India's unity 
and political settlement and they cannot logitirllately talco up an attitude of indifference 
by aaldng us to settle our differences. Our responaibility ia no doubt great but that 

·cannot justify the renunciation of obligation in thia matter by the British Govern
ment. who have. I regret to observe. largely contributed to the accentuation of 
.communal di~ferenoes in India. I agree with the mover of the ·motion that a~ 
attempt should be made to .•et up oompoaite governments in India, I oen 1~y from 
my e:rperienoe as a Minister in Bengal for .over a decade that nothing but a ooalition

·government can suocaed in thia country and probably ·composite Covernr:i,ent 
therefore, is going to be a permanent feature of our future Con•titution. As you am 
aware communal differencea were greatly accentuated over the question of formation 
of miniatry in the. U. P. Communal peace can never be secured unless the country fa 
ruled by the representatives of both the communitiea with joint responsibility. So in 
the interest of aettlement of tpelarger political and conatitutional problema 

81 
waD u 

for helping communol harmony the Congresaleadera Should be set at liberty 
81 

early 



aio possible ao ao to enable them to disoua the future constitution Firat amongst th"am
aelvea and later on with the leaden of other political rutieo iD the oountry. It wiD 
a1lo upedite termination of adminillrationa .under Seo. 93 of the Government of 
India Aot In oeveral of 0111' provinceL The deedlocl: muat be reaolved and let ua 
hope that both the Britiob Government and the Government of India wiD not be 
lacl:iDg in Imagination In tal:ing advantage of the Improved political atmosphere iD 
the oountry oreeted by the changed WBJ' oituation. Let the British Government 
prove reeliotio and let the fire of freedom gilvanise ua u It baa done -the people of 
China and Russia. 

Dr. G. S. Mahajani, supporting the resolution aaid: Mr: President. Ladle• 
and Gentlemen: Aa I analyse it, there are three faoton In the present pohtical 
lituatlon; ---tho loa of oalf-rule iD tho provlnoeL the growth of saparatiat tandanolaa 
In tho country, and thirdly. the relllltant diaociatlon of the people from Ito administra
tion and from the world affairs --- and this too at a time when long range pohoieo 
are bein; formulated. This isolation In the International sphere Ia the wont tragedJ 
of the present deadlocl:. Now. while I whole-heBJ'tedly support the reaolutlon, sq. 
ably moved by Mr. Saatri. may I just aay a word In explanation of a somewhat ' 
different solution that I ventured to suggest in the preaa? It meant In effect: fint 
the· withdrawal by the~ Congress of ita August resolution and then the-resumption o( 
power iD the provincea by forming compolite Cabinets on the hnea of the Swia 

. . 
modal, to be fohowed by some suitable arrangement at the centre. The resolution 
now pl«ced before you asl:s the Britiob Government to take the lniUalive of releaoin11 
the CongreiBleadara. I am not. and iD fact no leader, no party could be. intaresta4 
iD desiring tho humUiation of what is admittedly the greatest political organization In 
the ooun!ty. When, therefore, I suggested tho withdraw) of tho Congreso resolution, 
it waa on two grounds. First- neither Mr. Churchill. nor Mr. Amery oaama to foal 
concerned aboul the deadlock tho continuance of which is only hitting our own people, 
Pohtios, after aU. is a gama:-if one move fail• you have to atart another. Sacondly1 
the movement Ia In the hand• of Mahatma Gandhi. who ha1 often iD tho past retraced 
his atepa. It might be different with alaoaer man or a laaaar party: but with_ Gandhj 
or tho Cngresa, the fear of lou of prel!ige need not be a bar to withdrawing a otap, 
if only to regain the Initiative. Be that ao it may. I have pleallll'8 In supporting thia , ' 
preoent ~eoolution. 

Tho raaolution aaka also the Congrasa. on Ita part to treat the August resolution 
a1 a dead latter and proceed to form oompoalte cabine!L This point baa reaDy a 
bearing on what I called tho growth of separatist tandanoiaa. I have no deaira
nor also tho time-to go into the dataUa of the quaation:-but I do behave that if wa 
bad followed the practice of tho Swisa Conatitution. the Pal:istan quaation would not. 
have arisen in ita aoute from. Compoaile oabiDela continuoualy pruvide opportuniUea 
of worl:ing to-gather. And it I• a !OlSOn of history that common national oonsoioua, 
neoa ariaea not by argument, not by any thaorialng, but by the very experience of 
living together suocesafully. 

. Laatly, a word about why the BritJah'Governmant ohould tal:ethelead. I grent
I have not the leut doubt on that point. that the United Nations will win tho will" 
despite the continuance of the Indian deadlocl:. The vaot potential raaouroao of the 
Allied powen. particularly of thoU. S. A., fuDy ensure tho sucoeuful outcome of the 
atruggle. Yea. they wiD wiD the .;..,., but they wiD not win the peace If the daedlock 
oontinuaa and the bitternOII Ia aUowed to grow. It Ia mainly on this ground that I feel 
that· Government ought to take the initiative by raleasing the Congres~ leaden and . 
faoUitete the early solution of the OODI!itutional problem. With thaaa wordl. 1 
support the reaolution. 

Tho raaolulon wu paned unanimously. 



~~ App~intments to J'o~q in India o( Dominio~ ~atio~'!~; 
.. :~~·--· 

,, Sir Raghunath ~aranjpye (Poena) then moved: 

"The National Liberal Federation of India ia Qppolj<ld on prinoiple , · 
to, the appointment to .·posts in India of person•• however eminent they ... · 
may be, who ere Nationals Clf Dominion• which do not place Indians and. · 

. Europeans on an equal oivio footidg or do not admit Indian• to their .. 
oountries ao oolonlats and for this reason diaapprovea the appointment of· 
the Rt. Hon'bl~ Riohsrd Casey aa Governor of Bengal". 

Sir Raghunath Parenil'Ye said : 

Preaidant. Ladies and Gentleman : This resolution ia som~what of · a different 
ohsraoter from the reaolutiono which we hsve been moving in suoli oonferenoes before. 
But It Is of great importance as enunoiating.a very important principle. A few,days 
ago wlien the news of the appointment of Rt. Hon'ble Richard Casey wai publlshed 
ln the o~e••· I at least felt that this was a very injudioiou• appointment: and although 
~· oert~in number of peroons hsve ·expressed their ~atiafaotion at the appointment. 
still I belleve that all patriotio Indiano and all Indians with real nationallstio feellngs 
.lhould enter their emphatio proteot against an appointm~nt of this ohareoter. We 
ere not· referring here to the peroonal merits suoh as they moy be of Mr. Casey. 
He may b~ a very eateeinable person. probably he io. nay. he no doubt is. a very 
aateemable person being a member of the War Cabinet. and a man who.hao held 
Important offioes In Auatrslia and later on in the British Cabinet.· · He wa• appointed 
lrmlnlster of state in the Middle East. He may· be an important man .. although we 
did not hear of him unttl a year or so ago. But however excellent he may be; hs ii 
~ntlrely unsuited t~ be appointed to the governorohip of a provinoe lllce Bengal. Our 
reason Ia this. In Australia and muoh Ieos in other dominions of the .Brinah EmpirB; 
Jridlano are not treated on a footing of equallty. India herself has always welcome~ 
inen from other countries but she had recently to cry a halt to thi• and the Legislativ~ 
i\oaembly baa only recently passed legislation empowering the Government of India 
to take oounter·measurea ~gainot dominions which do not treat Indian• on a· footing 
~f 'equality. Mr. Casey has come from a· dominion in which Indians· have iloi 
.received the same treatment as the native population~ of thaf dominion. ·Indians era 
onot allowed to go there as permanent tourists at all. Even if you want to go 
:there as trevallero you have to go through a Jot of "khat-pat·,; In none of these 
..tomlnlons are Indians allowed in any high government poati. In South Africa 
and other colonies. Indiana ·cannot hold any government post whatsoever. In 
the face of these facts. the ·appointment of Mr. Caaey as Governor of Bengal, 
·one of the most . important positions in our country.' is. I think. very insulting, 
!I was going to say, to the self-respect of our l)eople. I do not propose to go vecyi 
much into that but this is a question of principle. I can go further and say that in 
-other dominions. the appointment of a Governor ia. made after consultation wiih and 
•OR the recommendation of the Premier of that dominion .. In India it ia not the 
·p01itlon beoauae there is no Indian Prime-Minister who can be consulted on the 
.appointment of a Gov&rnor. But it was certainly poaaible for the British Government 
tO exercise some imagination and see whether an appoinbnent of thl~ lcind wtli be. 
welcomed by Indiano. I lcnow there are many people in !his country. who for acme 
reason or other welcome such appointment• when made. I have ~~thing to '88; 

10bout thal The appointment having now become: a fail accompli, I· wish. Mr, 
Casey wall. But I would rather not have had this appointment made beoauae it. is 

. aot an appointment which should have been made. When Incjia ia on a perfedt 
looting of equality, then certainly these man may be appointed ~these p,osts in India. 
You may remember a few daya ago two South Africans .who were appointed to 
certain posts under the Government of India had the good aenae to reoiQn beoauaa' of 
en agitation In paper&! I tbinlc they had the good sense to .see they w<>Uid rather not 
live In a country where they ware not wanted. I do not want to say that Mr. Casey 
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ahould foDow their uample. If Mr. Churchill wanted Mr. Casey to help in the 
prosecution of war. he oould eaoily have made him a Minister of State I"Oiident in 
India 81 a servant of the British Government : we ociuld hove hod no ohjeotion to that 
heoeUI8 there are a number of, British and American troops here and he could have 
been of help in looking after their interesta. But that was not done. He heo been 
put in the position of the Governor of Bengal an important key position in the 
politioaleoonomy of India and I think this conference is justified in refusing to accept 
that appointment and in proteoting against it. which ia an insult to the self-respeot 
of this oounty. I hove great pleasure in proposing this resolution for your acceptance. 

SeOOnding the nisolution. Sir Vithal Chendavarkar said : 

If I am not diaolosing a seoret of the Subjects Committee. we ought to be 
grateful to Sir R. P. Parenjpye for bringing up this resolution. The original idea 
was that the President should move it from the choir. He ouggested that the. 
principle of the I"Oiolution wao 10 important that it shall be moved as a separate resolu
oo that there might be ap1!90hes in support of that resolution. Two appointments 
made recently in India conotituted a very important departure oince India came 
into the British Empire. The one is the appointment of a serving General a1 the 
Viceroy of India and the other is the appointment of a citizen of a colony or what 
is now known as a dominion. ao the Governor of Bengal. 

I am not here to discusa the principle of appointing a General as the Viceroy 
of India. There might hove been some juatification for that on the ground of world 
war pofioy although in principle ruoh an appointment was wrong beoause Iince 
1857. it muot be said to the credit of the British Government. they have sent 
outstanding personafities from British pubfic life. if not as Governor at least as 
Governor-General. the head of the Government of India. 

But at a time when feafing in India io full of bitterness and we are suffering 
from a oense of frustration, for more reason• than one. apart from our own pofitical 
status fli&.a.llis the salf-governing dominion•. I do not know whet poaened the 
Churchill gove;.,ent to insult and humifiate this country by sending a person. who is. 
perhapo. may no doubt be. an eminent statesman. But belonging to a country which 
bu not allowed Indiana to visit it except for a atipulated period and does not allow 
Indiana to acquire rights of citizenship. I hove no hesitation' in 'nying that thio 
appointment is unjuotifiable. I muot say it to the credit of Auotrafia-1 hove heard 
it from people -who hove gone there-that you are not subjected to the same humi
fiations as in other colonies. I am told. you are welcomed. you are allowed to live in 
hotelo and you are shown every consideration and hospitality by all claoseo of 
people. But at the oame time, you are there under certain restrictions. And I 
think there is no diffioulty about paoaport either. But the difficulty I• that you muot 
agree to be only a visitor and cannot acquire any right of citizenship. We have no 
ground to quarrel ~ith the Austrafiano. If we were free. we would retaliate. 
Perhaps we hove in this country our own sad features of oooial life where we are 
treating our own countrymen. like the depressed clasaeo. in a way that is a standing 
<lisgrace. But that should not affect our view In considering this appointment. It must 
also be recognised that Austrafia has helped us. Auatrafia has sent us food to relieve 
the famine disti"Ois in Bengal. But that should not prevent us. from criticising the 
princip_le underlying the appointment. What Australia gave uo in food, we gave 
Australia in cloth. • 

Suppose an Indian of outstanding ,eminence like Rt. Hon'ble V. S. Srinivaoa 
Sutri. who bas travelled all over the Empire. were appointed the Governor-General of 
Australia. In spite of hio eminence, the Australians would hove objected to his 
appointment on grounds of colour. on the ground that he was an Indian. 

If that il the position. I do not see how we can welcome thi• appointment 
and how we can avoid porteoting vehemently againot this appointment. Today'• 
paper giveo an· interview which Mr. Casey has given to a newspaper correspondent. , 
Nter reading that interview. whet I fear is that this appointment is not going to be 
.an ioolated inotance. I am afraid that this is the thin end of the wedge. Mr. Casey 
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thlnkl that he Ia more or Ia .. a pioneer. In hili interview Mr. Casey is reported to 
have 1aid. ''I thinlc It 11 most important that Australians should get more and better 
jobo abroad. ·I have full drafted a long letter to the Prime Minilter on this subject." 

For ;.n the•• reaoons, I am very grateful to Sir Raghunath Paranjpye for 
fnaisting that this resolution should not be moved frol!f the chair and for persisting 
that thia' reoolution ohould be talcen up •• a aeparate resolution propooed. aeconded. 

diooussed and voted upon. 
We lcnow our own misfortunes: we lcnow our difficulties. We may be de

prived of our liberties: we mey not be free, free to enjoy freedom. But there is no 
reason why we should be faced with this appointment which is an moult to our 
oeff.reopeot It is from this point of view that the National Liberal Federation and 
for that matter, every political organisation in the country. has to come out to proteot 
strongly against the principle underlying the appointment. 

The resolution was put to the houoe end carried unanimously-. 

4. THE FAMINE IN BENGAL 
The Hon. Pandit Hirdaynath ~Kunzru moved the following resolution :-

"The National-Liberal Federation of India ohareo the universal feeling 
of horror at the tragedy that has overwhelmed Bengal and has reoulted in 
general misery and starvation _in that important province and deaths on a 
scale hitherto unprecedented in the recent history of famines in India.•It 
sympathises deeply with the people of Bengal and Orissa in their sufferingr. 
The Federation 11 strongly of opinion that both the Central and Provincial 
Governments as well as His Majesty's Government are largely responsible 
for the oerious maladminiotration which has led to the oalamlty -by lack: 
of prevision and effective planning and the shortage of food which ohould 
have been foreseen and prevented. The Federation is also deeply distressed 
at the fact that disease has followed famine and is e.xacting an even heavier 
toll of life then starvation. It drawl attention to the significant fact that 
in India alone of all countrieo at present within the Britioh Commonwealth 
baa such a tragedy taken place." 

Pandlt Kunzru said: 

I need not dtlate on the 1everit}' of the di1aster that has overwhelmed Bengal 
The whole country is familiar with the misery that prevails throughout that province. 
The Government had ample notice that a tragedy was coming and unless adequate 
oteps were taken to cope with it Bengal would be faced with very serious oituation. 
An answer in the Legislative CounoU elicited the information that there wao a 
shortage of rice of two and quarter million tono. About the oame time prioea of paddy 
rose to the •hooking figure of Rs. 20 par maund. During the great war the price of 
paddy. I understand from the statement. had not gone above Rs. 5/- per mound. It 
was not only the provincial Government that was awara months ago of the orisia 
that would be in store for Bengal unleso It itself took adeqate oteps to 
feed the people and aave their lives. the Government of India also knew that a 
serious aituation waa developing in Bengal. A apokeaman in the CounoU of State 
said during the debate on the food situation. "By the beginning of May, the situation 
in Bengal assumed alarming proportions." Shortage of rice in marketo. as It seemed. 
was hopelesa and unleas desperate stepa wera taken the collapse of the civil life 
of the province waa inevitable. What did the Government of India do when they were 

, confronted with so difficult a situation. a situation which threatened to result in complete 
collapse of civil life in Bengal. aa the Director General stated in the Council of State? 
Desperate step taken was to free trade in the Eastern zone. That was proved to be 
ill-8dvised. and. a few weea later. had to be withdrawn. The Government of India 
shirkod their raaponsibility to take proper measure• and to c<>ordinate the policies 
followed by the provincial Governments and to compel the Government of Bengal-to 
put ita famine administration in order. It took no steps to diaoharge thia onerou 
':'aponsi?ility resting on it. The result waa that when it was faced With a majo: 
disaster 1t could reaort only to deaperate expedients to stave off the calamity that faced 
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the people of Bengal. But that step did not enable Bengal to hide over the oitualion. 
and it did not prove enough to cure the ills of Bengal. Gentlemen. if steps had been 
taken months ago when there was yet time to atock and create reservea of food and to 
aend it in adequate quantities to the districts I am certain the alarming losses of Ufe 
that had happened in Bengal would not hav& taken place. But the·Government of India 
oompletely ignored their responsibtlity and Hia Majesty' a Government must ahara the 
blame far the failure of the Government of India on ouch a arucial occasion. The 
ultimate reoponsibillty of the Government of India under the present ocnatitution reata 
on His Majesty's Government. They are in the last degree reoponaible for the character 
of the administration in this country and for its security and for the welfare of 
the people. They controL as recent events in Bengal and Sind have ahown, the 
ao-oalled autonomua ministries: They have ultimate power in their hand. but 
they failed to exeroiae it and they did not walce up to their responsibility. Thia Ia 
the re.Uty of the diotrau in Bengal end no words can. in my opinion. be toe atrong to 
condemn net merely far their complacency and. if I may say 10 for their indifferance 
to the people and welfare of Bengal. Mr. Amery stated far weeks in Parllamant 
that the main problem was one of distribution of food rather than shortage of food. 
The Food Grains Policy Committee. however. has recognised that there ia a real 
shcrtege of food in India and. quite apart from this feet. mora food was nesded to 
melee thio diatribution effective. The Government of Bengal had lost the confidence 
of the people. Thi~ is now recognioed even by the Government of India. They had 
to do something to restore publlo confidence in the Government of Bengal and to 
make the people feel that ample food was available and sacondly they need not rush 
to the market in order to lay by large oupplles as mush ao possible. More and mere 
food could be obtained only from othera. but far months the British Government. aa 
we can judge by events. did not agree to place sufficient shipping at the dispoaal of 
the Government of India to enable them to get wheat from outaide. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, The responsibility of the Government of Bengal Ia a 
very heavy one. II has completely failed to discharge its cbllgaticns. but we are not lesa. 
concerned with the failure of His Majesty's Government and of tha Government of 
India which oxeroises power which the Constitution has vested in them to bring: 
the erring provincial Gov~rnments to·book and to talce adequate measures to AV1Jo 
lives of millions of people. Now. as the resolution states. let me Ay this that had such 
a situation been allowed to arise in any other country the Government would not have 
been able to last for a day. Yet in this country a Government. which has completely 
failed to discharge ito elementary duties. still claims to be the guardian of the maaaea 
and keeps all powers in ito hands. 

Ladies and Gentlemen. The lela of life that luis resulted in Bengal owing to thrr 
famine prevailing there. has been. as I have already stated, enormous. When I toured 
same di•tricts of Bengal in Octo bar last. my estimate at that time waa that the 
weekly death roll was no leu than onehundred thousand. We now understand that 
the di101ter that hal followed famine is exacting a heavier or at least an egually 
heavy toll of human life. Lest you should regard thil aa an exaggeration. I will 
place a few facta bafore you. In Faridpur.lt was understood in September and October 
that deaths from malaria and other di•eaae• amounted to thirty thousand, and in the 
suoaeeding month the number of deaths were thirty thousand. Now again. it waa 
said and reported in the pepera that as a reault of heavy death roll among laboure ... 
the •tanding anum crops could not be harveated'in aome peril of Faridpur. and for 
the same reaaon rabi crops could not be cultivated. Faridpur il not the only diltrict 
in which heavy mortallty has occurred. Aoaarding to a statement iuued by the 
Bengal M. League Famine Relief Committee. in Chittagong town 30.000 people 
died in five months out of a population of 200.009. In tha Noelchsli district. 
which hea a population of Uttle over two millions, about two hundred. thousand people 
died 8~rding to the eame SOUl'Otl. In Mun1higanj. which Is a pert of the diltriot.lt 
was said aometime ago by the Sub-dtvisional officer that about 50,000 people died 
from· starvation and malnutrition. malaria and othar dileasea. In the Faridpar
diltrict to which I have alraady referred, aooording to the Secretary of the MwJim. 
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League Fomine relief committee. over five·hundrecl thousand have been affeoteci by 
the malaria In the last five months. of whom. about 30.000 have already 
died. Cholera in aome parto io raging. In addition t~ the diffic~ties I have stat~ 
· h vy toll of deaths from cholera in Rajshah•. Seeragun) and Banlrura IS 
eea . ti h't· 
going on. You thuo see the reaolutiou indulges in no exagge~ on w en 1 ~ys 
that diseases of various kinds are proving taDer now then the femme deaths sometime 
ago. I will juot refer to one historical fact in thio connection. It is _well-known t":'-t 
mnoe 1770 Bengal has not known such a dioaster.. The last femme occurred m 
Bengal In the seventies of thelaot century. Sir Richerd Temple who wao then the 
l:.t. Governor of Bengal reoorded the period as fdllowa in his book "Men and 
Eventa of My time.": "The Indian correspondent of the London newspaper had 
~eird pictures of the coming calamity. and he set forth many .conoiderations. The 
moral of which wao that the Engllsh sovereign and nation should hold the Govenment 
-of India anliwurable to the utmost of its power, for consequencea of the tragedy. The 
view was developed by the leading organs. and. so far as the authorities in India were 
-concerned English opinion was becoming strongly excited and officers of Government 

. began to feel that they would be impeached if any failures were to occur or lives were 
lost through ohortcomingo of theirs." 

In the present case the public was' kept in ignorance of the reality of the 
aitustion. It was not allowed to know the truth about the calamity that wao 
developing in Bengal till about the middle of October. It was only . then 
that it rouoed Iteslf and compelled Mr. Amery to change his tone and 
.,gree to take measures that were neoasoary in order to restore the position of what it 
·wao a few months ago. The moral of the present situation is that mUllens ot our 
:Oountrymen are living oo close on the verge of starvation that the equilibrium ia at 
·onoe upset. It Is a major disaoter for us, and it is not merely in respect of food that 
-we have experienced serious trouble. We are living on atarvation level in reapeot 
o0f all social sarviceo. We have not enough food nor enough education nor 
-enough medical relief; We are baing starved both physically and mentally. 
We have thua a great aocial task confronting us and that is to raise the 
atandard of living of ®r people. to increase the vigour of the rural population. and 
to spread the light of knowledge in every nook and corner in the country If we 
:had a national government I am sure 'we can go ahead to aohiev~. appr.;,iable results 
·within this generation. Sea what Russia has been able to achieve in the course of·25 
.Years. The Viceroy ia alive to the aeriousness of the present . situation but I venture 
to think that only a National Government can solve all the serious problems which 
-urgently require solution at the present time. AU the United Nations want peace not 
merely !lOW but a peace for ever. What is it that had disturbed the peace of the world 
twice before ? That wao because of lack of freedom in large parts of the world and 
hunger. A free India. as a controlled population can be a great factor in the 
maintenance of peace. but a subject India which is neither free nor well fed will. in 
oonjunotion with otj>er nationa in oimUar position. be alway• a great threat to the peace 
of the world. I hope, therefore. that the authoritieo will learn a lesson from the present 
disaster and help us in estabUshing National Government. which will give 'us an oppor- · 
tunity of tackling the major problems that await solution. with courage and patriotiom. 

Mr. B. N .. Gokhale (Bombay) in seconding the reaolution said Ladiea and Gen
tlemen. you have just heard an· elaborate analyoia of the Bengal famine situation from \ 
thalip• of our esteemed friend the Hon. Pandit H. N. Kunzru. It is but natural tluit ' 
JIO long all attention ahould have been concentrated on the talking of speedy relief 
measures in connection with the famine. and it is a matter of the deepest 
!JI'IItlfication that help poured in to distreued Bengal from all parts of the 
.qountry and from the Dominions. England and America. It is. however. time to 
take stock of th~ .s.ituation calmly and dispassionately and to find out. if poaoible. 
where the rasponmbility lay. so that a tragedy of thia nature may be averted in the 
future. The Liberal Party fee!J that the Provincial Government in Bengal aa well as 
the Govern10ent of India and the British Government muat allaL--. 10· due 

. • • • utU'S meailll'e 
the responmbility ~r the d~er !"hich was ao much the result of eoonomic factors 
as of laok of foreSight and v1gUance on the part of the authOrities concerned. 
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In the debate in the House of Common• on thio queation, when we were 
shocked to learn only about 50 out of more than 600 of our · trusteea' attended. 
Mr. Leopold Amery indulged in a number of economic platitudea known to every 
otudent of Indian economica. But he conveniently forgot the one lesson of war-time 
economy which has been scrupulously observed in England aa well 01 America. It 
was the &onomist which pertinently pointed out that. .. In England and America. 
principles of war-eoonomy give the bare neoessariea of civilian life aa high a priority 
as munitiona. In India. the belt hao been tightened with leu than no alack to take in.'' 

The performacces of Mr. Amery in recent timea and of the provincial govern· 
ment in Bengal remind me of a atory which I can not help telling you. In the days 
of a severe famine in one of the Deccan diatricta under a Mahomedan kingdom in 
the daya of old. so runs an incident in a marathi drama. the Government despatched 
a deputation of grendeea to investigate into the local conditions. The deputationlsto. 
treated with pomp and ceremony by the local officials to conceal their own lnoom· 
petenoe and cupidity. expressed amazement that complaints were so loud about the 
famine. If there was no corn. they said. let the people make merry by eating ghee 
and rngar. Ladies and gentlemen. truth ia oftener stranger than fiction. But what 
ohall we say of the callousness of the local authoritieo when they aUowed the sale of 
ice-cream and other milk-luxuries in urban centres like Calcutta when relief workera 
had to depend on imported auppliea of condensed mille owing to the exorbitant prices 
of mille and its unavailability? It waa said that ice cream manufactured in Calcutta 
wa1 available in aome of our restaurant• here .. Our local Government very wisely 
forbade not only the preparation of ice-cream from mille but also its sale. What then 
ahall we aay of the red tape which prevented river barges from being unloaded at 
their destination beoauae Calcutta had faUed to inform the local officials of their 
despatch. with the reault that periahable things beoame Inedible in course of time? 
What shall we aay of the manner In which deatitutea were rounded up which led not 
only to a large exodus from Calcutta but added to the diffioultiea of relief mearnreo 
elaewhere? Theae and other instanoea can be multiplied. but I will not do ao. Are 
we not juatified then in demanding a thorough inquiry Into all this at the hondo of an 
independent tribunal composed of men in whom the publlo will have confidence .. 

The Bengal tragedy has thrown into bold relief the disparity that ia bound to 
exist between professions and practice under a bureaucratic and undemocratic 
system of Government. When Lord Linlithgow waa appointed the Viceroy of India. 
it waa widely believed that he would uaher in an area of great agricultural reform. 
Perhapa beoauae of the war. he could not do anything in that direction. But It Is an 
irony that in the expiring montha of his tenure of office, we should have witnesaed 
an agrarian tragedy of such colossal dimensions. Aa regards Mr. Amery. I do not 
wiah to indulge in. what our esteemed leader Sir Chimanlal Setalvad would call. 
'meaningless alogana'. But I will say this. Mr. Churchill. who we are all glad to 
to learn ia rapidly recovering from his malady. has often expreosed that he would not 
Uke to preside over the liquidation of the British Empire. Personally I am 'oeginning 
to doubt whether he sincerely believea in this declaration looking to the tenacity 
with which he baa rejected all ruggestions to make use of the undoubted attainmeniJ 
and abilities of Mr. Amery in other departmenta in the Premier's gift. 

In conoluaion I must not omit to mention how readUy Indiana appreciate 
the promptitude with which the new Viceroy has acted and the great asristanoe 
that baa been rendered by the military authorities in the matter of diatribution 
of food. and of medical aid by means of mob Ue dispenaaries and first-aid pooiJ. 
We are gravely concerned at the newa that Bengal has been also affected by diaeaae 
in an epidemic form and we hope that the preaent mearures for medical aid will be 
continued and reinforced to save the unfortunate province from the ravages of disease. 
In this connection I am struck by the observation of Major General Stuart. Officer 
Commanding the military forces in Bengal who aays that the relation between the 
army and the people would he on a very much better footing then ever before eo a 
result of the military effort to 818ist the oivU authorities in administering famine relief. 
I wiah the truth of this obaervation had struck. the ~ernment much earlier 10 that 
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the tragedy could have beel' ~verted or ~~-~~~~the JU[fering c~d have be~n·:cona\der
. · bl Ill ted There is nothing lilce aympathy. aincerity and mul\lal .trust u means 
a y m . ga . . h of th B · c• 
of winning lasting friend.ship and this ia true not only in ·I e case . e . engw 
famine but In the wider sphere of our political and economic life. · · · ' 

With these words I commend thia reaolution to your acceptance. 
Dr. R. B. Khambetta: (Bombay) In supporting the resolution said "I w.ould 

JJke to give you my experience of public health in Bengel. I had the honour to 
aerve aa Director of Public Health under the late Sir Surendran:eth Banerjee. the 
first Indian Minister for Local Self-Government under the Govern1nent. pf India 
Act of 1919 and later on under 'Sir Bijoy Praoad Singh Roy when he. wu the 
Miniater for Local Self Government. During the period of. my office I· had amplp 
opportunity to atudy the problem of "dioease" in Bengal and )ta relatio!' to the economi9 
·condition of the people. Nearly 30 yean ago my prodeoeiSor in, office Dr . .Chari~ 
Bentley, one of the great expe~ta. In Malaria. pointed oct the inti!Date o~>nnectioJ;l 
between " Malaria end Agriculture" in Bengal.· More than two,thirds of Bengal is l> 
"Delta". In the old daya when railways were not in existence. the rivera during tpe 
tlme•of flooda used to overflow and innundate the low-lying lands on either side of the · 
rivera. The flood water which contained rich ailt acted as good manure for agri. 
cultural land end at the same time destroyed the anopheline larvae of mosquitoes. In 
fact the natural ayatem · of irrigation which existed before was. disturbed by t)l,e 
construction of high embankments for roads and railways. To eoonomioe t~e coat 
Railway and Road engineers provided for aa few culverts end sluice gates as possible, 
~ith the result that the natural drainage and irrigation of the land did not. tak:e place. 
an~ as a oonaequenoe the agricultural land became deteriorated and malaria became · 
~ampant. thus establishing .the ~ioiou~·cycl~ of poverty and disease. It iotrue the~ 
JllUCh Improvement has tak:en place since Dr. Bentley's first deplaraticn and Govern~ 
,;,ent toolc active meaoures in' preventing any further undue Bl!q ill-thpught:.out 
construction of road• and railway embanlcmento. Bengal is one of th~ largest 
provinces producing rice and th~ main dietary of Bengalees io rice. · Rice production 
in· Bengal is not what it was before. Even in time.c;>f bul!lper harvest Bengal cann'nt 
afford to ~xport rice to other province•. and if it wao il:ue that the respo~aihle 0utho, 
rities ollowed export of rice. then it muot be said that it was wrong of the .authorities 
to do so and In all humility I ouggest that a oearohing enquiry by the ·Provincial and 
Central Government ahould be made aa early ao possible. I have great pleasure i~ 
aupportlng the resolution. The reoolution was paosed unanimously. · 

5. Government's Food Policy . 
Prof. M. D. Altekar (Bombay) moved the following resolution. 

"The National Liberal Federation of India regrets that the Government 
of India failed to realise in time the gravity of the food situation throughout 
the country ·or to check: the unprecedented rise in the priceo of the 
neoesoaries of life reoulting in the hardship and ouffering among all claaoes 
of the population. It is strongly of opinion that His Majesty's Government 
should arrange for the import of foodatuffs into India as recommended by 
the Food Grain• Policy Committee until the shortage has been removed 
and prices have aufficiently fallen. 

"The Fed~ration consider• that the present food situation. in India as 
well as the rapid growth in population neo .. sitates the early introdllotion of 
improved methods of agriculture. the bringing of culturable land into cultiva" 

. lion and the raising of the low otandard of living among the maoses. The 
Federation regreto that when belated steps were talcen by the Government 
of India to introduce rationing and to encourage a proper distribution of 
food, these attempts were hampered by the attitude adopted by some 
Provincial Governments. It urges the Government of India to enforce a 
policy of rationing in large towna with opecial attention to the provision 

1 of millc and mille producta for mothers and children and. to ·inllillt.on. an 
equitable distribution of food in the beot interesta of maosea. In thia. 
connection, the Federation views. with concern the inadequate ~PP.ly. .. ~ . ' -
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throughout the country not only of mille but also of other protective foods 
such eggs. filih and vegetables. In the opinion of the F ed<ration, the food 
problem in India muat be tackled at least in urban areas in its entirety as 
in England and elsewhere. ·· · 

He said: There is no doubt that Government have never given any serious 
consideration to thi• problem. In England. the prices have not gone up beyond 
20 per cent over the pre-war prices and you lcnow in Bombay what are the pricer. 
One or two facts will illustrate thia. Two years ago I was paying five or aix annes 
per seer of milk in this town. Now I am paying from 12 annes to Rs. 1/-. Milk 
is a very important article in the vegetarian diet. That is the only vegetarian 
food we get and it i• very essential for the health of all concerned. Now with the 
price at 12 annes and one rupee. what must be the condition of those dependent' 
on mille? The usual allowance of vegetables is not obtainable and It has become 
very difficult to get vegetables. All this has been going on throughout the country 
and government came to the conclusion at a very late hour that rationing should ba 
in!Ioduced in a few places. You have all listened to the speeches on the resolution 
regarding Bengal famine. In Bengal. the rationing io being postponed from month 
to month. We find the quality of rationed articles going down. A few days ago 
we were given the glad news that the price of rice would go down for the firot 
quality. We leave aside the opeoial quality which Is reserved only for the 
millionaires in this town. The rice that cost R.. 2/- per pylee lo now obtained at 
Rs. 1/8 But what is lost in price ie gained in quality. that oeems to be the 
Government's position. I never knew that such bad ric~ we a produced in my 
country. I never knew that •uch rotten wheat could be available in India. 
We were under the impreasion that this country produced rice and wheat 
of excellent quality in abundance and there were so many fine qualities available. 
But all these qualities have now. it se8ms. disappeared except for those 
who purchase in the black markets. Everyone of us today io suffering from 
bad food and to add insult to injury we have been told that vre should not 
expect to get tha food we are accustomed to. I wonder how we can teach Madraa 
t~ eat wheat instead of rice and in Bombay I find it very difficult to get acouotomed 
to the great virtue of eating Bajri. I have sean among the pooters of the National 
War Front or of ration authorities. a picture in rich shades telling me that the 
man who takes one seer of rice and three seers of Bajri ia a good man. Now in 
Bombay we must eat Bajri and the other day the Public Relations Officer and hio staff 
were touring from one women's association to the other telling them how many things 
could be made from Bajri and this wonderful rationing officer knew it better than 
women. I hope if thio Bajri io so very good it will be adopted by Mr. Amery and 
Mr. ChurchJias their principal diet so that thejr health will be better and that 
Mr. Churchill will never suffer from the Flu. One hao to conclude that what 
Government are doing is merely to cover up their incompetence. Seriously they 
never gave any cons;ideration to this problem. when we suggested that certain stepa 
to improve the condition in this country ohould be taken. they did nothing. Children 
today of two years and five yearo will after 20 years get a stunted growth and 
ilia whole population will suffer. The food ministry in England has allowed only 20 
per-cent ri!:e in the price of foodstuffs. Here in India it seems it was not possible 
for the Government of India with their staff of eoonomioto and specialist• to 
do anything about prices. For anything and everything they talk of importing 
specialiSts from England. the land where. it appears. specialists are grown. It is the 
duty of Government not only to see that more food io grown but also to oee that 
it does not leave the country. Look at the milk situation. There are certain clas!ea 
of people who are imposed on this country and who muot have cream. After the 
removal of the cream the milk is thrown away. It can be used. I ask why butter 
should not be imported and the milk relea•ed for the people? If the Government hea 
genuine oympathy then they mu•t move fast and solve thio problem. It is no use 
simply advertising "Grow More Food". We may grow it but if we cannot_ ~eep it. 
t'hen what is the use of growmg it People have become aboolutely SUOJ'ICIOU!. r 
1 have joined this Federation when I was 25 yearo old and I have llucl: to it. But 
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1 must give a warning to the Government that they are doing a great harm to 
tbeDIIelveo by their food policy a graater harm than what aD tha agitation of Mahatma 
Gandhi's could do for them. Look at the long queues for Kel'Ollene in Bombay· 
AU the women who are there think ill of the Government and abuse them and curse 
them. Why should Government have this ? Unless the food policy ia changed ~nd 
un!e11 aomethlng Ia done Immediately. trouble will start. It is not the rationing 
~Ucy but the starvation policy of the 9overnment-I ask the Government to change 
lhelr food policy forthwith. Sufficient food must be imported and people should not 
be sHowed to starve. The Government must create conditions so that the peopl~ will 
wholeheartedly co-operate with _the peoples of the other .United Nations in wmnmg 
the war. We must feel that it !1 a war that will usher victory for the betterment 

of aU. 
Mr. G. C. Bhate. (Kolaba) fn seconding the resolution. said: 

I have great pleasure in seconding this resolution which my esteemed friend 
Prof. Altekar baa 10 ably moved. From the beginning. the Government of India . 
have Ignored thls question of food. The first time when they ought to have 
<>onsidered this question was at the time when they declared war. When they 
declared war on behalf of India, did they consideo the question of food for the 
<>ivllians? Af\er four or five yeara of war. you are told that our· food production ia 
not sufficient for the population. .AU these things should have been brought before us 
before. not after four years of war. The first duty of the government when they 
declare war Is to oonaider how the civil· population would be kept living b..f,,.p they 
could consider about recruitment. 

The second time was when the Government lost Burma. Did the Government 
take into consideration that rioe was imported into India from Burma· in thousands 
and thousands of tons? Did they oons.ider whet would be the position of India after 
the faD of Burma? And what measures did they take? For these resaons I aay that 
the government from the very beginning showed nooonsideration·forthe·oivil papilla" 
tion in the matter of their food polioy. 

As regarda the aeoond para of the resolution. it asks for equitable distribution 
of food in the best interesta of the .massea. In regard to thia question T shaD give you 
facta and figures as far as·my own district Kolaba iii concerned. The population of 
Kolaba district fa 6.69.000 and production by tons of the main produce, namely 
·paddy in Kolaba is 1.71.000. The government authorities fixed that 10 · maunds 
'WOuld be sufficient for an individueJ during the whole year and they decided that in 
a year 33,000 tons oould be exported from Kolaba district to other deficit districts ,. 
and the remainder would be enougli for the population. We put before the government 
·through diatrict authorities a statement when we met them in a body sa representa
·tivea of the district aaying that ten maunda for an individuel for the whole year was not 
:auffioient. At leaat there must be 18 maunds. If the figure of 18 maunds be taken. 
·the total requirements of the district will be 1.72.000 tons. whereas the total produo
·tion waa only 1.71.000. Thus there waa actuaUy a deficit or the· district w~s juat 
"'elf-auffloient at beat. · 

The reply of the government authorities to this statement was that every year 
In the paat the diatrict always sent out aome paddy to other.districta. But if we did 
sen~ out acme paddy out of the district, along with that we must take into conaider
'ation the import of Burma rice into our district in normalyeara. We aay on ·the basis 
-of our figures tha~ even if you reduce individual conrumption to 15 or 16 maunds, 
Jltill produotton 1s not •~ffioient for all the people and it ia not safe to send 33.000 
tona of padd_y f~~ our diStrict. StiU that is the pollcy followed by government so 
for as my d,stnot IS concerned, Now they have issued orders that we could aell 
paddy only to the government or their agents. They have iaaued orders that if any 
-one ~· more than one and one half hndy of' paddy in bJa posseslion he ahould 
furn11h a statement to Government. If we do not give 1·n•orm ti . 
I h d A 

,, a on, proseoutiona are 
· auno e . . t present they have ordered that our produ ' will b b d b 

dth h 
oe epurcaae y 

gov~ment an ey ave f'll<ed the price• of two vari ti t R 123 d 
~ •. 100. . e ea a s. an 
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Thii I say is not the best policv because all the miUS<IS are not taken into oon
lideration. What we aay is. in the matter of food polioy the government must 100 to 
it that thara ill equitable dilltribution of food in the intel't!Jita nf the people on the 
whole. 

· Dr. G>pe Gurbex (Sind) supporting the resolution said : 

'Ihe resolution under diiCUJSion refers to two moot important pointa which are. 
the failure of the Government nf India to realise in time the gravity nf the food aitua
tion and the failure nf the provincial Governmenta to rile to the oocalion. With re-

• gard to the fint, the failure nf the Government nf India. you have already heard from 
the fint two speakers how the Government nf India in ord•r to safeguard their- own 
interesta end in order to aatillfy the military demands ignored the int81'8J1ta nf the 
masses. It ill elao said that in certain parts nf the country. country boots which are 
generaDy used to carry rice and other foodatuffs. were not allowed to ply becauae 
Government were afraid of Japanese invasion. with the result that the usual 
conveyance was net available to the cultivator to carry food to their proper deatination 
and proper merkel Thia ill also responsible for the preaent famine to some e'ltent. 

· Our Secretary of State. Mr. Leopold Amery oeema to be a master in giving 
false facts. Just before the famine started. he noticed ligna of overeating among 
Indiana., .He baa since acquired the habit of making one statement. contradicting lt 
in the aeoond and revising it tn the third and ao on. Such a person ooouplea a 
raaponaibla office in the British Cabinet. Such a parson is not worthy to be the 
Secretary of State net only of this government but of any other govarnmenL 

1-!ow coming to the failure of the provinc&l, lt ia a pity that when one province 
la dying. the other ia trying to benefit out of ita woes. It ill a pity that we lndu.na 
are not helping our own countrymen. We can understand any foreigner trying to 
benefit at our cost. But it •• a pity that our own brethren try to fleece each other.· 
With regard to the Sind Food polioy. I may tell you that the Sind polloy la net backed , 
by the Sindhis generally. The Sind govarment haa not the support nf the Sindhia in 
general. The real representatives of the people are in jails and whatever others do, 
they. do in order to. aatiafy the vaated intereato. In order to satisfy the zamindara 
they are having thla profiteering polioy which is deplorable. It ls a pity. We should 
do aomething about it. With theae remarka I support thia l't!Jicluticn. 

The resolution was passed unanimoualy. 

e. INDIA & THE PEACE CONFERENCE. 

Mr. T. R. Venkatarama Sastri moved the following resolution: 
"The National Liberal Federation oonaiders that India should be repreaented 
at the Peace Conference by duly 8ccrechted Indiana on the aama basis 8B 
other Dominions and be assigned 8 place worthy of her ·culture and her 
championship of the great cauae of Universal Peace. At such a conference 
prominence ahculd be given by the representatives of India to the abolition 
of the colour bar and to the eatabllshment ·of full political and economic 
equality between the peoplao of the East and the West.'' 

Mr. Sutri Said: 
This reoolution relatea to the Peace Conference end follows the two previous 

reaolutiona. It will be realised that thia naiurally follows from them. The first relates to 
-the prosecution of the war. The aeoond relates to the estibllshment of a National 
Government. The war has bean fought and won. And in the meanwhile a National 
.Government haa been establaibed. Peace Conference begins and the repreaentatives 
..,f the-varioua oountriea .,..amble. The representativea attending the Conference 

behalf of India are not to be chosen aa before by the Government nf India or the 
~oratory of State. The National Government at the centra will be a oompoaita 
Government repreaonting all parties and in the Provinces too there will be a com· 
.polite ~ernmenL This lima it will not be that the Secretary nf State repreaents 
-India or leada the Indian deputation and the 110-0alled Indian representative~ merely 
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b d · t h' The only repreEentatives will be representative• chosen by the 
sit y an aSI!S lm. Tb 
N 

. 1 G t 1·n the same manner as by the Dominion Governments. ere at1one overnmen . 
llhould be no distinction between the representatives of India and the representatives 

f h D · · t tho Peoce Conference They will alike plead for the great cause 
0 t a ommwns a · 
of univerial peace. India has always stood for peace and non-violence. 

At the conference when the terms of peace have to be discu .. ed. you must 
have representatives worthy of the Indian culture. You know that recently the Right 
Honourable Srinivasa ~stri in a letter addressed to the Press said that Mahatma 
Gandhi should be among our representatives at the Peace Conference. I suggest 
that there should also be another in that conference and that should be the Right 
Honourable Sastri himself. 

, This resolution states that at the conference certain principles enunciated in 
the re•olution •hould be pressed upon the attention of the conference. If our represen
tative• show for what kind of a future world india otando, they will mab an impres
sion on the representatives aosembled who will realise what is due to India. Many 
writers have already said that in the future world war is to be ellminated an<! in the 
maintenance of peace in Asia India will have prominent role. I do not say that it 
will fell exclusively to India. It may be the joint role of India and China. It i~ 
necessary that our true representatives should go to the world conference and make 
it realise what India stands for and what her ideals are. These true representatives 
can only be sent by the National Government. 

The two particular point• which should be pressed at the Conference are 
stated in thio resolution.· One is the abolition of the colour bar and the other is the 
establishment of the full political and economic equality between the East and the 
West. At the present time the colour bar prevails all over the world. There is racial 
discrimination everywhere. Indiana must have the right to go to every part of the 
British Commonwealth. There may be provision for·residential and .other qualifica
tion• for citizenship rights. Subject to such rules people of India aa citizens 'of the 
British Commonwealth should be able to oettle in any part of the Commonwealth with 
equal rights. The Inequalities that now exist. political and economic. should alae be 
abolished. It is said that Dominions Status has been promised and it is also some
times said that Dominion Status is already in action. If 10, there ought to be no 
difficulty in allowing our representatives chooen by a National Government being 
sent to this Peace Conference of all nations in terms of perfect equality with the 
representatives of the Dominions. To the Peace Conference which will be held at no 
di•tant date some say that the war will end in 1944 the repre•entatives of India 
should be chosen by the National Government and should be those that will truly 
represent her culture. I accordingly move the resolution that I have already read. 

Sardar P. S. Sodhbans (Punjab): I commend thio resolution 10 ably moved by 
Mr. Venkatrama Sastri. As one who had travelled in foreign lands I know what 
kind of colour bar prevail. against us. In international gathering• we are nowhere 
and while the flags of every country are represented. a great nation llke India has no 
flag of ita own and I had felt the humiliation that India had no flag. On one occa
sion we felt it oolmuoh that a compromise had to be arrived at whereby the Union 
Jack with the Star oF India was hoisted. It may be good or bad but the humiliation 
was there. Someday we will go to the peace conference strengthened by our gallant 
troops who fought victoriou,ly at the Middle East. Lybia. Tripoll and Sicily and other 
places. Those victories had been mainly won by the Indian Army and the supplles 
that India had contributed bacause in those 'times communications in the Medit91'
ranean was not possible. It was left to India to manufacture all the atores and arms 
which the armies in the Middle-east and in Egypt required and for the campaign in 
Abyssinia. We have done useful service to the British Empire and it is our right to 
demand equality. British statesman oay that Dominion Statuo ia in the making and 
recently Mr. Amery told us through Sir Wickham Steed that the Atlantic Charter 
applies to India. If so then it ia eosential that we should have a National Government 
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at the Centre and they alone ahall have the right to appoint other representatives to tho 
Peace Co~ference so that w_e may he able to assiot what we desire far our poot-wa" 
reconstruction. Qur demand 11 natural. We in India are in no way inferiOl' to any
body else in the world .. Men to men we are equal if not ouperior. We demand. 
therefore that our representatives to the peace conferanoe should sit with the othe 
nations of the world on terms of equality. 

, Dr. · P. N. Deruwala (Bombay): It gives me very great pleasure to 
aupport the resolution for your acceptance. Thia resolution containa what everyon~ 
~ghoul the length and breadth of India and in foot throughout the world desires. 
India has contributed very auocesafully to ·the advancement and progreu and tho 
N a tiona! War Front has been instituted with the object of furthering the war 
effort The National Liberal Federation demanda that the repreaentatlves from this 
country to the peace conference should be the truly and wisely chosen representa
p1'eS of the country and that they should be given a place in consonance with. thR 
sacrifices made by India during this great world war. Indian aoldiers haYe contri
buted to the viofory in no small measure a~d there£~ the real sons of India ahould ba 
~prese'!ted at the peace conference. During the last war, happtly for us. Lord Sinh~ 
y<as one of the llignatories to the trsaty 'of Versaille."· The late Maharaja of Bikanet' 
was another signatory. At that time the -Federation urged upon the neceasity of 
sending duly accredited representatives of India to represent her culture and h~ 
Jluman'itarian and ancient heritage at the peace conference and apread It throughout 
the length a~d breadth of the civilised world. They will. as they did then, rep..._ 
aent the real intere,st of India and protest strongly against the prevaleno~ of oolou~; 
bar which baa c!one a lot of b¥m to th~ progress of o!viliaation and oulture. After e!¥ 
it 'is the mental attitude and the culture that constitutes oivtlisation and there ii no 
difference between East and Weal. We are ~ll children of one God anq India hu_· 
l'>een !be bea~on ·light by torah bearer to the whole oivilia_ed world. 

' . · The resolution was put to the vote and carried unanimoualy. 
Mr. Naushir Bherucha moved the following reaolution on Indiana Overseas. 

7. INDIA~S OVERSEAS 
. •'ThaNationaiLiberaiFederation of India views with atrong dia

c- . ·appro~al the ~ontinued anti·lndian agitatibn in South Africa ·and in Peril· 
ouJiu., ~t the preaent time the recent "Pegging Aot", which limita still furtb~~t 

. . the akeady reatricted righta of acquisition by South African Indian• of 
i~ovable property and ia a breach of the apirit of the Cape Town Agree
~ent of 1927. Such legislation La particularly deplorable at a lima when. 
lndi~n soldiers are fighting for the freedom of all the · peoples of the world. -

from. injustice and oppreasion. . 

Whtle the Federation feels that there will be no real I!Oiutlon of the
problem of Indians in South Africa or indeed in other British Dominions and 
posaeasions where. discrimination againat Indians exiata tiD India ia a ~elf
governlng oo'imtrr and till the righta of full citizenship are given to Indians 
in South Africa and elsewhere. it offers ita full oupPQl'l to the Government of 
India j~ any retaliatory measures which they may think fit to edopt against 
the U~ion of South Africa or other Governments which do not accord fu!} 

civic righta to Indian colonists. " 

H:e said: 

.. 

. Mr. Prellident. brother delegates. Lediea and gentlemen: In Aprtl 1943 lM 
Government of India learnt from the Government of the Union of South Africa that 
they desired to proceed with whet was known as the Interim Aot of Transval. r, 
was-to be made applicable in the first inatanoe to Durban and then later generelly- I, 
oiroumotanoea 80 required. The newo came to Ul in India as a shock for the feats of 
8l'IId of the Indian troops at that time in NOl'th Africa oonvinoed uo that thia wouJd. 
help us in some measure to remove the oolour bar which was prevalent in South 
Afrioao But oonsideraHona of the blood ohed by our countrymen did- not weigh With 

• 
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the Union of South Africa. On the 14th of April 1943 Mr. H. G. Lawrence. 
Minister of the Interior. read the Bill a seoond lima in the Union Aa .. mbly. In 
.apport of hJJ resolution he said that from the appointment of the Broome Commi~ee 
It was olaar that there waa oonaiderable penetration by Indians in the areas whi<.>h 
were predominantly European. He argued that the attempta made volun~ril~ to 

4 egregata Indians had not succeeded and therefore some sort of statutory dJaorumna
tlon had become Inevitable. He argued alae that according to the ·aeoond Broome ' 
Commission report Indiana in Durban bed acquired as many aa 326 sites for 
e price of alx hundred thousand pounds. I cannot tell you . what litea 
were acquired but I belleve that the aoquislion, of 326 sites bv Indians certainly 
oould not be regarded aa alarming penetration by Indians In predominantly European 
.areaa. It Is Interesting to note that Dr. J. H. Hofmeyr, miniater of Finance and 
:Education. •peaking a few days before the second reading of the Bill alated that he 
oondemned the propaganda of raoialiam and colour prejudice. He said something 
inter;atfng namely that If the adminiatratfon of justice Firat looked to the interesta of 
Europeans then they could not any longer call it trusteeahip. W!thin eight days of 
~e above speech he again spoke in the Union Parllmant when he said~ ·.·I do support 
1hfs Pegging Act as It is sat before you. applloable first to Durban and later to be made 
.applicable to other areas in Na!al but I am against its appllcation to Transvaal 
..;,here o.onditiona do not warrant it. .. It is rather diaappointing that a person 
on whom India looked at one time as the champion on their cause. only eight 
Jays bofore the second reading of the Bill should talk in the Assembly in a different 
vein eapousing this Bill. He said he had threatened to resign but did not do, ao 

· because Smuts told him that at that oritioial time presentation of a united front was 
~eoessary. There was anothe~ gentleman. Col. Stallard, who said that Durban mu~t 
tui kept a European oily and that if Europeans had penetrated . into Benares ·the 
people of Benarea would not have allowed .ft I The next speaker in the Union 
Parliament, Dr Malan. the Opposition leader, had lomething more 'interesting to 
~ay. He observed that the appointment of the Agent - General for India 
had made things difficult and hia presence . in South Afric~ w~s not desirable. 
•• The preaenoe of the High Commissioner for India waa unfair imd an interference 
~n the affair• -of South Africa.'" Ladies and · Gentlemen : you now get a 
clear· Indication of the psychology of the European• in South Africa at 
tha time thia bill was moved. Dr. "Malan" i amendment that there must be a 
ocmphrenslve measure for effecting aegregation of Europeans and non-Europeans 
was defeated on technical grcunda. He was followed by Field Marshal Smuts; the 

:Prime Minlater. who wound up th~ debate. He paid a compiJment to Indians. He 
could not do otherwise bec.auae at that time Indian soldier• were blasting their way 

·through Tunisia. He· said it was a pity that eighty percent of the Indiana were 
"U nlon born and that a me01ure of the type had to be enacted. But added. that his 
-Government was determined to maintain Durban as a European city. 

. . 
Hitler propagated . a theory which . was · condemned by us and for 

which the war Is being waged-namely the theory of a super race. I am sure if 
l Indian soldiers had heard what Smuts aaid they would have felt that all their 
.aacrifices were made in vain if a new South African super - race was about to be 
.resurrected. Once more when the Government of India made urgent representations 
•to the Government of the Union of South Africa requesting them to hold up the 
'i)roposed legislation even without having the oourteay of replying to that representation 
the Pegging Bill was placed before the Union Parllament. Lacliea and Gentlemen: 
The resolution that baa been ciroulated to you demands retaliatory . measures by the 
Government of India against Dominion• which practise diacrimination against Indians 
·and that the Federation offers its full support to the Government in any retaliatory 
·measures which they may think fit to adopt against the )Jnion of South Africa or . 
. Qther Government• which do not accord full civic rights to Indian coJgniJII. Retaliation 
.tn a oase like t!'l• ia extremely diffioult but we must pay due credit to the efforte 
made by Dr. Khare in ·passing the Reciprocity Act and his efforts to enforce 
,the Aot. Of oourse it was defective. Dr • .Khari> said,. '"If all the proviaions of tha 
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Reoiprooity Act were applied againat South Africa it would ot 
flea bite. •• The Indian Fisaal Commission of 1922 reco:nmen:ed ~~~':!:~:i:a~ a 
meaaurea must be talten against all countries hi h ha th . orr 

· "- d' . . w a ve on 8ll' atatute boob 
recJaUJ' JSOnl!llnatory meaaures. If India tried to tal' t . 

auld I re •a e we are aanVJnaed that we 
w oae a good deal. I believe even if it recoila on ua it Ia doairable that 
we muat adopt these maasurea only if for the preservation of our aelf·respeat. 1 
appeal to those proaent here that when you go beak to your ~ 

d . bia So P•v••DCOI carry Oil 
~ropag~n a tn t respect. . long as the aelf·respeot of Indian Nationola abroacl 
d not vmdJOated this oounry will never be worthy of the complete 1 d d 
which she claims. .. · n span enoe 

Sirdur P. S. Sodhbana who,secondocl th~ reaolution aaicl : 

Ladies · nd Ge.ntle~en. I second the resolution which baa been movocl by Mr. 
Bharuoha an.i m dotng so I want to state in brief the case of Indiana overaeaa. In 
time immemorial when India waa holding all theaeven aeaa. in Ita palm. we carried on 
trade .all over the U nivarse and Indiana bad aett!ocl in the East and South Africa. 
In Egypt. Syria, Palestine. Siam. China, ·B,ali and Malaya. In Sumutra and Java 
you have Hindu names. rn Java you have Madura and number of aitiSI with 
Sanalcrit namea though unfortunately in our own country Sanskrit 11 not known to ua. 
If you read the book named Periplus of the Eythraan Sea written in lat century 
of Christian •ra. translatocl from the original Greek and ann<'tated by Mr. Wilfred 
H. Saholf of. Phtladelphia Commercial Museum. publishocl by Mesaera. Longmana, 
Green & Co .. you will find that Indians were oarryina on trade all over the world. 
In another book on Indian Shipping by Dr. Radhakamand Mukerji you will also fine! 
that Indians were carrying on trade with 11ll oountriea bordering the Indian Ocean. 
There could be no branah.;s aa we have now and therefore in carrying on trade 
activities the Indians stttled In those oountrieo from time immemorial. We were 
peaoeful people and never wanted to oonguor the territories where we oettled. We 
in this country had become slavea due to internecine wars between ouraelves. Thooe 
Indians who had aettled abroacl were not in a position to look to their mother oountry 
for help. In .South Africa ·the white settlers oppressed usao much and it was one of 
the reaaona that loci to the Boer war. When the Dutch aettlera maltreated our 
national• you all bow Mahatma Gandhi atartocl his civil diaobedience movement. 
The-position in the Union is still bad. Indians are not allowocl in cinemas ancl 
rEStaurants and in other plaoea of enjoyment and our worthy President will bear 
testimony to theae facts. Even in Zanzibar. Ind1an traveller~ oould not vi1il .the 
.aountry and even Indian soldiers in .King's uniform were not allowed to land In tho 
Union. A friend of mine-a dootor in England who hea an EngUah wife went to 
Mombaasa on a visit. The wife' was admittocl into a restaurant and the husband was 
made to wait outside. This is the aaae in moot Britiah Dnminiona. You alll:now the 
valuable work· done by the late Rev. C. F. Andrews for the Indian1 in Fiji. Look
what Ceylo~ is doing to us. We must depend on our efforts to help O\U' nationala in 
othe~ Ianda. 'fhe Government of India have no doubt appointed Agent-Genersll but 
they.oannot do much. Til! such time we attain our proper place in the British' 
Commonwealth we will continuo to suffer. With these words I second the resalutioD. 

Major S. A. Paymaster in supporting the resolution said : 
Mr. Chairman. Ladies and Gentlmen: The diatinguiahed speakers before me 

have given ample justice to the resolution before us. leaving me very Uttla to add in 

the way of support. 
' One important oauae adducocl by the British Government of tha day for . tha 

Boer War was the great concern of Her Maje~ty' 1 Government for the welfare and 
safely of her beloved Indian aubjeots. The ao-oallocl o~preaion of the Indian 
mbj.iati in that Boer aalany apparently. but the splub. brilliancy, luatnre and shine 
-of the Kimberlay mine diamonds in the markets of Amsterdam. Landon. Paria and 
New York in reality brought an the South Afriqan War I And ladi01 and gentlsmsn. 
_todq our Indian Nationals are more in an awful plight than ever before 45 years 

.,~~.o.J 
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The queotion Is very complicated and our rrdNts II very f<eble In our own 
helplen condition at home and It Is not yet prop<rly underatood In t?ia cou~try 
that a maJority of our Indian countrymen In South Africa today are Umo" Suh;eds 
and Clarge. born and bred In South Africa of parenta born toe In that country for 
generatlonr. Union Government baa. therefore. more legal and more hold on them 
than we can claim and Union Government must be pressed to carry out their oacrecl 
duty towarda them. but unfortunately their Dominion Statue under the Statute of 
Weotmln&ter affords them all Immunity from out.Jde pre•sure, move a. little finger 
In the Internal affairs of a self-governing Dominion under the statute of West, 
mlnoter I We have, therefore. the only I"Ocourse left to us is giving all moral and 
material support to our Indian countrymen there and take all I"Otaliary measures, but 
tactfully and ciarefully appbed. and taking care that they may ,not react vigourously 
on our own nationals there and aend them from frying pan to fire. 

Our bert and oonaolentioua advice to them would be to huld foot a bit longer
Ill! our motherland-Hindustan Hamara ... aoaumes and develope• all the power and 
freedom to sot freely under the Dominion Status under the Statute of Weatminster. 
The Adam's apple ensured and pledged to us I Then at that time we will not fail. 
forget or delay to give all and full relief and reatore and reinstate them to full-citizen 
righto and allaelf-respeot to our beloved Indian Nationalo In South 1\frioal 

The reoolution wao put to vote and carried unanimoualy. 

Sir Vlthal Chandavarkar moved the following reaolution on Post-War Recon
struction: 

8. POST-WAR RECONSTRUCTION 
The Federation. while noting the action of the Government of India 

and oertai~ Provincial Governments .in creating Committee• for the conoi
deratlon of problems of post-war reconstruction. is of opinion that the main 
function• of suoh Commillees which ao far do not appear to. be active. 
apart from suggeotlng important adjuotments consequent on the return of 
numbero of Indian aoldiero on the restoration of Peace, will be to lay the 
foundations of a well·planned economy which will increaoe the cultivation 
of productive cropo. improve agricultural methods. expand rural I"Oconstruo- . 
lion and liquidate llliteraoy. Among other eosential requirements are the 
improvement and extension of communication• and works of irrigation, the 
creation of an Indian mercantile marine. Increased medical aid. the establish- . 
mont of better health conditions. the provision of social ·services ouch 81 

inaurance against oiokneoa and unemployment. and a general improvement 
In the standard of llvlng. 

The Federation further considers that it ohould be the oettled policy 
of the Government to assist in the oatabliohment of new induatrlea and hi 

_the development of the n~tural resource• of the country. It will aloo be 
eaaenlialofter the War to protect nascent induotriea from foreign compe
tition and to aee that ouch industries as have been established during the 
War aurvive the poot-war economic struggle. Full use should be made in 
this connection of the aerviceo of Indians with technical quallfioation ·and 
.experience after their release from militurv dutieo. 

The Federation gives ita generaloupport to the scheme adumbrated 
by the Educational Adviser to the Government of India for 8 national 
oyatem of education. and to the Committee appointed to freme proposala for 
the improvement of health conditions in India. but trusts that 8 -reasonable. 
time hmit will be prescribed for the e><eoution of their.I"O-oommendations and 
that the very large Eumo of money roquired will be forthcoming. 

Sir Vithalaaid: Mr. Preside'lt· delegates, Iadiea and gentlemen, 

I am at a groat disadvantage in speaking on this resolution for oeveral reaao 
The resolution baa ~H n crafted in ~uch an aU-embracing form that it Ia very. ~ 
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cult to do j~ce to it in the short time at my di1poaal Full justice can be dono !<> 
ouch a resolution only at an industrial or economic confuence. I shall only tcuch 
on a few pointl relevant to the resolution. · 

First with reg~rd to the action taken by the Government of India. In October 
194 I· the Roger MISsion· VIsited India and made certain l'Eoommendationo. The 
Government of India later formed a Consultative Committee of Economiata. But 
unfortunately plans for postwar reconstruction and dn<lo~a:ent wrre not ploe<d 
before. the Con~ltative Committee. Gwernmant have so far ap~int<d five 
commt!teea: the f~rst Ia the labour and demobilioation committee to draw up plana 
to meet the situation created by demobilisation after the war : the second Ia on 
industrial development to provide ways and means to industry to meat the new 
ohenged conditions and to coUnteract poat·war slump end to provide for. gradual 
chenge over of the industry from war production to peece•produotlon: the third 11 
the nation·buUding and public works: the fourth l'Epres<nta agricultural and rural 
recons~ction and fifth ia the co-ordinating committee consisting of the oecretari01 

of the varioua departments of the Government of India. One other committee • 
.hl.s alao been formed end that ia the committee I have already r6fnl'Ed to, the 
Con.Wtative Committee of Economists. 

Now temperamentally I do not think that I am a fit penon to apeak on thia 
resolution. Temperamentally I am opposed to taking a long view of thinga. I alwaya 
:hesitate to draw longterm plana. Whenever the word planning Ia used, I feel very 
nervous because we can only 'plan for along time when we can anticipate the ev.ntl. 
If you can always know what our cltoumatances are to be and alsu the people who 
are to be In control we:can then prepare plana. So far aa India ia ooncerned we are 
ao far away from the centre of adminiatretion. and ro far detached from the centre of 
administration which ii New Delhi or Simla. which ltoelf Ia ao far away from the 
controlling authority in England. oo far ev<n from the theatre of war. that It Ia · v.ry 
difficult for ua to know what ia happening in ell thESe places from day to day. Th• 
G,vernment of India is out of touch with the provincial governments and both are 
·out of touch with the people. Whatever representative character the Cabinet had. 
hea disappeared with the resignations of Mr. M. S. Aney. Sir H. P. Mody end 
Mr. N. R. Sarker: Today with a cabinet consioting of such m~mbera who have no 
lnfluance in the country end with another man to help or frustrate their wor~ In the 
shape of the Secretary of State· for lndia. wh~t is the use of having committees to 
diacuaa about vague subjects of postwar development ? When such a govemn:'ent 
i~ functioning. it ia impossible to think about any plans for post-war reconatruotlon. 
Even if they could work out plana for poat-wer reconstruction who 11 to know bow 
the people w11l take them ? There is no means of knowing whet the people went. 
The Government of. India have only their departmental secretaries to keep In touch 
with the poop!; outside. Th~re ia no healthy democratic principle underlying the 
Government.. And whet aboilt fina•ce? Who Ia to finance aU theae poat-wel:' 
schemes? We have no control over the fiscal policy of the Government of lndiL 
We have no organisation of industrialist• who could work out some of theae achemea. 
All these ciroumacribe the value of our discussion and we cannot visualise thesa facttt 

·when we talk about reconstruction. When we talk about post-war reconatruotlon, 
. we ere talking of something of which we ere not aware end we cannot be aware. 

Secondly I believe in the priciple of never worrying too far ahead. I want 
·ge~erally to take oere of the present. The pr016nt we have to face la a very unplea· 
sent present. In theae Oircumatences to e:rpect me to talk al:out reconstruction la 
not fair to me and not fair to you. But because the President inaitted that I ahould 
apeelc on this reaolution you find me here. · 

, We ere tallcing in this resolution of the Jl&Uonal system of education u 
'adumbrated by the Educational Adviser to the Government of India and thia 
reaolution gi..;es general support to this sohome. Unfortunet~y we have no 

. ·copy of the scheme. . The Inter· U nivenity Board end the. Educahonal Conf~ce 
..._ · P""""' to the aoheme With .whet little e>:penenoe. I heve of eduoetiOll 
1111Ve g~ven su r·· · be d~--> . 
in this country, I cannot think how any <duoationel system oen uv ..... Without 
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a~ the oame time thinking out waya of providing employment to the young men 
who wiD come out of achoola and coll~es in that educational ocheme. When tb& 
young men of our country come out of their ochoola and college• the problem of 
employment looms large in their mindo. It i5 all right for statnmen to talk of 
education for the sake 'of education and with the Army closed to htm, with the Navy 
clooed to him. with the airforce olosed to him. in other Imperial services fifty percent 
reoerved for Britishers. the field of employment to a young man ia ao narrow. that 
in devioing any l}'stem of education. the problem of opening new channels of employ· 
mont has to be home in mind. 

' 
It !1 very difficult to understand how people from· abroad can evolve a aystem · 

of education for uo which will inspire people with the confidence that the whole 
· polioy is in the intereata of the people. Tbat is the real difficulty abouril 

What ahculd we do? In the firat place our attention ohould be directed to 
try and get control of the government. The second thing is we should. pre~• in 

· asking for measure• of social security and we muot see that the economic conditio!l 
of the country is not unbalanced or upset. . In devising social security measures lie 
have to be realistic. Naturally urban labour will be better organised than rural 
labour. The tendency in recent years when any one talks of social security measure• 
i~ to devioe meeoure1 only for industrial labour. Only the other day when there we~· 

·a labour conference, there weo a propoaal that the Beveridge report principle should 
be applied t.o Indio. I am not opposed to having a Beveridge plan for India but my 
contention is that if you want to adopt the principle· underlying the Beveridge report. 
you muat adopt it more or less on the oame scal,e. · 

The Beveridge report does not deal with only one kind of labour. It dealo 
with th~· whole national economy of Britain. My contention il that if you do \lot 
raise the conditions of agrioultural labour any attempt to raise the otandard of living 
of induatrial or other labour will be futile. as could -be seen from the r~sults o~ 
meaaureo taken after the laat war. in England. Why should we omit agricultural 
labpur from our social security meaoureo ? Being consumers. ,agricultural labpur 

.. must have the purchasing power to buy industrial products. If they do not or cannot 
;efford to buy our gooda, we cannot afford to manufacture our induatrial goods at 
the increased coot. My contention is that any measure• taken by ths Government 
of India to raiae the standard of living should qe appliocd to both urban and agriculture! 
labour if they want to avoid chaotic conditions. Even in England labour legiolation 
auoh aa setting up of wage boards etc. was firot appUed to agricultural labour and 
then only to ·other. olaases of labour Uke ooalminers. Agriculture w11 first taken. 
·up even in a country like England which is highly industrialised. Here the labour 
conference was only thinking of industrial labour and nothing wao said of agricul
tural labour and my propooal waa that they should also include agricultural labour 
jn the scope of any measures adopted to raioe ·the otandard of Uving. The only 

· responoe I got was that my amendment wa1 ruled out of ord!'r· 

· We want the health of the nation to 'improve. We want people to reali1e 
what it Ia to have good health. food and sanitary oonditiona. But there must be • 
.goneral rise in the standard of wag01 and living conditions. 

But what !1 happening? · Our middle olaos is getting poorer and poorer while 
'OUt rioher olaaaea are getting richer and richer. The backbone of the oount17• the 
middle olassea are hard hit by the war. They do not share in tho war prosperity. 
they do not reap any profits out of this inflation and war. The I'Ssult is that the 
-economy of the country baa become unbalanced. 

The Govomment of India are now gradually realising the gravity of the situa
•tlon and are trying to moat it by having recourse to desperate measures and are 
iaauing ordinance after ordinance to cope with the aituation.. But not one of their 
ordinanoea ia able to cope with tho situation and they cannot devioe any effective 
.mesaure in conliolling inflation or lowering tho price level. Inoreaoed profita of 
lndua!Y is offset by increased ezpenditure in tho way of increaaecl' wages and dearn
.allawance, which are upsetting the economy of the country and when normal condi-
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tions set in. ':'e are going to pasa through a very bad time. It would have been 
much better if the government had fiatened to 'ua from th beg' d 
controlled · d . e very tnnln!J an 

Ia 
prt081 an ourrenoy also. They left everything to chance till tha 

st . moment and then they resorted to hap-hazard measures. 

In all measures of reconstruction. I want you to realise that uniform conditions 
are esaential and .our o~ject should be to see that the economy of the country io 

10 
based that there II no difference between sections or groups of people. the difference 
botw""" sections of people should be narrowed down and the wealth of the country 
sho)Ud De properly distributed. 

, The health of ihe country should be improved. There should be sioknesa 
insurance and unemplOyment relief for people of _this country. All these things we 
want~ But m)' contention is that aD these measures should be taken to include aD 
classes of the population and should not be confined to one particular section or area 
or group. · · 

. . . For this. the most important thing ill that a popular government of the country 
muat control the financial and Fiscal pofioy of tha government in the interests of 
tha people of India, not in the interests of an· afien country. What i1 happenin!P 
today is aU our fina~cial and Fiscal policies are controlled not only in Delhi or Simla. 
but 'in London by the ·Government of Britain. The present membero of govern
ment are not free masters of their· own destinies. They . are not free heads of 
their own department•. · 

' Government have appointed five committees. But of these only one oommit
"t_ee. tliat ·on international industrial pofioy. has ·ever met so far. Not being Free 
from interference. the results of the defiberations of even this committee are ntl. Of 
the rest, not One: committee is working. The Secretary of the Reconstruction 
Committee is an army general: : perhaps there was no place for him in the army. 
People who are interested and connected with economics and induatries are there 
but the whole machinery is controlled by the I. C. S. and the cabinet members. If 
the government really want to reconstruct the country. they ought to have another 
nparate committee with a separate member in charge of reconstruction. who Ia con
versant with induatrialand economic problems and progress. who must be an Indian. 
and who will be able to select his own secretarial and advisers and who will ·be 
allowed full scope. ·If that is done, some work will be done. But as far 81 the present 
mOBIUre is concerned. although I agreed to move this resolution.' I am a very great 

pes1imiat." 
Rao Bahadur D. L. Saha1rabudhe seconding the resolution oaid : 
Mr. President. ladies and gentle'men. 
I bave great pleasure in seconding the proposal which hao been 10 ably moved 

by Sir Vithal Chandavarkar. He has pointed out that there will be a number of 
-difficultiel that we have to face in deafing with this propoaal. It is a propoaal which 
covers a very wide field. But I shall restrict my1elf to only one 1ect1on of it namely • 
. reconstruction of rural areas. Many of our people in citlel have no proper idea of 
the conditions which prevail in villages., Many of them think that thare ill fresh air. 
quantity and quafity of food in vlllages are excellent. good milk and butter and freoh 
vegetables are available. But sitting in Bombay. it ill impoasible to know the situation 
in vlllages. The actual conditions in vlllsges ere far from satisfactory· 

It io found that in many villages the food that they grow iJ not enough fer 
more than 1ix months. Thair clothing it in tattered condition. Sometime~. there are 
people who feel that Iince India is a hot country. it ill not necouary to have much 
clothing. In many villages I have seen. they do not get even good water suitable 
for drinking purposei. They hsve to go long dilltancea of a mtle or two In search 
of a water well or tank. And even there. very often. they have to IOOOP out water 
rrom small pools and fiD their pots from tha beds of tha rivers or tanks. and carry tha 
water in small quantitie•· Such condition• are certainly deplorable for any govern
ment and for any nation. certainiJ more deplorable are they in a country where we 

have a government which caJ!s itoe!F civilised. · 
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In order to remove all these difficulties. we muot have proper reoop•truotion 
of rural areas if we wiab our country to go forward. The firat and foremoat work of 
recon1tructlon must be with ra9ard to water. There are many places in the· WGilt 
coast wbare they get rainfall to the extent of 1 00 or 150 inches dunng tne J"!'ino. 
But It 11 In th018 very areas that people 8%perience great difficulty in getting drinking 
water In iummer. I think every drop of water that comes down. f"'J!l the skies must 
be properly collected and utiliaed for the benefit of human ~sings. cattle ~~d· c~pa 
and the soil and for the purpoiSI of Starting ind!!Striea in rUral al'!JBs,· , .. 

Then there Is the question of •oil. When ~ater oomea d~.,;~_ in .. sbowera. th~ 
· 1howersremove fine particle• of ·fertUeooil and this goes on year after -year. It is 
ilo wonder. therefore. that our crops are getting poorer and_PQor8r every year.. Jt i! 
neoouary to aee that the rain water Ia properly ab1orbed .In the soil and . utilisi:d: b:y 
the crops. Later we muat al•o 1ee that the fertility of. the soil is m-aintained by prop~r 
aupply of manurei and fartiliaera. And finally we must also aee.tbat there is enough 
medical aulstance and auppliea alwaya available in all villages. to prevent disease• not 
only of human beinga. but also diseases of cattle •. oropo and even ecils. w)lether these: 
dlaeUSI aro due to (DieOto. or bacteria or viruses. . . . 
1 

1 
• Thora are a number of othe~ proposals that c;n be manti~n~. For inita~ce. 

we must utiii•e all the anergy wa get from water works to .. s)art new industrial. i!> 
rural areas. Unl ... we have rural village industries started. 'we cannot really increalliJ 

-' ' ' ' .. 
the 1tandarda of living of the village population. .. . . 

' . ' 
W a want a scheme of free and compulsory primary education.. f'?l' unlese we 

teach these people and educate them Properly, we cannot ma~a them atriva for high~~>; 
1tandarda of living.· It Ia !lo uae merely tailing them· to go to schools. We· muot .. 
flnt of all Improve their acono~ic conditions and then aak them to h!r!l, their G:vei, ~<> 
the higher benaflta of education. Unle11 we have all these meaaurea taken in the 
country. It will be very difficult to reccnatruot the villagea ln. the proper way. 

, I . . •' . . . -.,- -

There Ia one other queaticn a!ld that ia. the inoreae in population. · We know 
that In recent yean. population baa increased by leaps apd .bounds._ ,Left to myself 
I would certainly have propoaed that thia increaoo . in ·population should be, the first 
question to be tackled and I would have recommended wld.er knowlodge of birth. 
control. But I do not think that my view will be acceptable to. all m~mbera of the 
Federation and that Ia why I do not take up that· question he_re. · · 

There Ia the queatlon of finance. How ·are we to get money to get all these 
schemes through? When the government can raise big loans for war purposes. I. 
think there should. be no difficulty in raising Ieana for these reoonatruction purposes. 
Rich people who now subscribe freely to war loans call eastly afford to subscribe to 
auch reconatruollon loans which are meant for improvement of the oonditi~na of the 
people of the country. · 

There Ia one small point. that is about this consultative committee. As far as, 
the committee oonalsts of Indiana. I have absolutely no objection and I •am.sure. they.-. 
wlll take all queatlono into proper consideration. But many a ljme it happened and 
it lo bkely to happen again that when a oolnmittee is appointe<! •. 1> certain number-: 
of foreign experto are impo,rted who take away a big alice of ·our budget;· I .am 
terribly afraid of all European experta. When they make their reports: their p~ 
aala always contain severalachemea for the WPrking of which they auggest the names· . 
of other European axperta. We must take care that no outsidera are appointed on 
these committees. With these suggestions, I heartily secon~ the :resolution.'' , . 

' Mr. K. R. Pradhan. Jalgaon. supporting the resolution aaid: 

"Ladiea and gentlemen. I have great pleasure m supporting this reaolution. FOf' 
any real post-war reconatruotion plan. it Is absolutely easenti~ that lnilia ahould.lia 
governed on national hnea in the lnteresta of the people of the country, and ·not tO: · 
aerve any imperial interest•. or hi the interest• of the home govarnment. · 

' • • • o • I 

I ~ refer to our ay1tem_ of education. 'l'h; present syatem of edueation ~ 
anUraly unsuited to young men In that when they finish their education. ihey are not . . ' ~ 
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at aD equipped to take their place and secure employment in the modem oompetitive 
world. in that we do not cODJider giving them vocational :or indllllrial training. I 
think in devising any system of national education. this aspect of fitting OW" young 

I men for futUJ"e employment should be borne in mind and greater attention should ba 
paid to giving education a greater vocational bias in order to meet the problem of 
unemployment.· 

When our young men finish their sohool education. say at 16 or 17 years. 
when they oome out. the big problem that leoma large before them i• how to got 
employment. New avenueo of employment must' ba opened before them if their
full and profitable employment is to be secured. For this apart from India's preaent 
1tatus in ·the oommonwealth of Nations where aha baa no equal place among other 
dominion• end in othar parte of the world. n"" industrieo ohould also be 1torted in 
t~e oountry which oan absorb a Iorge numb_er of OW" young men. For starting any 
new ·industries. gove.rnmont support is enentiaL It Ia the duty of the government 
to bear the oost of na;cent industriea. Unless government Ia prepared to help indue
qiea in the intitial stageo. no 'development of new and oompetitlva industrial i& 
peuiblo in any soheme of reconstruction. 

With th•se words, I heartily aupport the resolution." 

The resolution waa put to the vote and carried unanimouoly. 

9. INDIAN.STATES. 

Mr. B. N. Gokhale (Bombay) said: Mr. President. Fellow-Delegate. ladie~J 
and gentlemen : The resolution which stands in my name reada thus:-

In view of the close ties existing between the poople of Indian Statea 
·and the people of British India and the impouibilitv of the former remaining 
unaffected' by political progress· in British Indio the National Liberal 
Federation conliders that the rulers of Indian Statea should declaro as their 
·policy the preparation of their people as rapidly as possible for full responsi
ble Government. This ahould be carried out by extended facilities for· mass 
·education,. the eXtension of loool aelf-Government. the creation or enlarge
ment of State Assemblies and other representative institntions vested with 

. reaporisibility as well as power. At the some time the Federation hopes 
that the subjects of Indian States will resort only to constitutional method• 
for 190Uring .;,forms and the redreos of their grievances and assuraa tham 
of ita full support. 

I may l'Omind you. ladies and gentlemen. 'that in the JBSiians of our Federation 
held at Bombay in 1938 and in Allahabad in 1939. reaoluticns were passed 
welcoming proclamation• by tha rulera of several Indian statas promising to grant 
their subjects an increasingly graater association with their administrstlona developing 
into responsible government. U11fortunately those ezoellent enmplea were not 
followed by other states with the result that barring a few liberal adminlstrationL · 
in the large majority of the Statea to-day thera is not even the semblance of 
responsible or oonstitntional government. Even in thoae statea whose rulers have 
•hewn more liberal inclinations, tha progareaa has been 10 slow and the llmitationa 

· th era granted to the subjects so numerOO.. that it cannot be aaid that tha 
on ° pow · • th d 1 · I b vt 'tin niJ.el'l have given a sincere interpretation to eir ecm.rationL remem er 8l g 
an enlightened Indian state where a stndent asked me my im~a~iona about the 

diti th·- I said· '•Looking to your roada, lighting and samtalion. you aeem 
con ens ~~· • b ha " Th 

. to hove ·on efficient local self-government and the people seem to e PPY· .e 
tnd t, at satisfied with thia. pointed out that visitors like me only got their 

~ en . n from the cities but that if I were to vilit the intarior, I would find the 
unpress\ons • · Lib 1 p 1111 
administration rotten. Hil view may be exaggerated, but the . era arty m 

· · th rule f tha states to remove aD just causes of complemt on the part 
call upon e rs 0 tha Prin to lib rali th · 
of· their subjects. The grounda on which we cell upon · ceo e .. sa . ~ 
government are stated in tha. reaolution itself. Between the people of Bnu.h ·India 
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-and of the Indian states, there exist very close ties and the rulers muot realioe that 
their subjeots cannot be expected to remain unaffected by the political progreu and 

oorrenllln Brllloh India. 
But that Is not the only reason why we are anxious that the princes should 

move with ihe times amd make ouitable changes in their administration. The lata 
·Sir C. Y. Chintamanl opeaking on a similar resolution at the ·Lucknow seSiion of the 
Federation. made 11 clear that the Liberals sympathised with the subject• of the 
native alate• -not beoauae they wiahed any lD to the rulers but becauae they were -
oonvlnoed that the recognition of the rlghto of their oubjects would be in the lntereate 
-of the princes thamoelvee. Cannot the rulero reanoe that their position . would be 
firmer If they beoame oonatitutlonal heads of their otates and gave up the autocratic' 
oopeots of their admlnlotration ? 

Let ualook at the question from another point of view. The princ01 in India 
have come forward. and rightly so, to help the war effort. By 'doing 10 they have 
aligned themaelves on the side of the demooreoieo which are fighting the Fesciot 
powero. Can their support of the democracies be regarded as oincere if they refuoe to 
change ·their own administrations with a view to making them conform to the demo-· 
<l!'stio atandards. You, Sir. referred in your preoidential speech to ·Burke's dictum 
-on compromise.. Fellow-delegates, may I remind you that Lord Morley .in his!cele
brated easay on ' Compromise ' explains Burke's observation by saying that compro
mise oan under no circumstances mean giving comfort and strength with one hand 
to an lnotltution whose death warrant you· purport tci sign with the other ? OUr 
charge agalnat the Britioh Government ia that their preoent policy is entirely incom
patible with their profe11ed aims. and we muot requeot the Princes also to look. at the , 
question from a similar point of view. · 

The second part of the resolution makes it clear how we. wish the Princes to 
Implement their policy of progreaa towards reaponsible Government. We· want them 
to provide more extended facilities for maas education, adequate powero of local self
government, and to concede to their aubjeota such fundamental rights as liberty of 
speech. freedom of the press and aasooiatlon and an independent judiciary. We had 
favoured the grant of these right• In our past reoolutiona and though some of them do 
not find a place In Ieday's resolution, It io abundantly clear that we are in favour of 
those rights also. 

' 
In the final part of the resolution we a!lure the subjects of the native states of 

-our full oympathy with their aspirations and request them to atiok to oonotitutional . 
methods for aecuring political advancement. There are bound to be· cheap sneero at 
what might be described aa a piece of gratuitous advice on the part of the Liberals to 
subjects of the stateo. Our oritioa however. conveniently forget that during the 
,darkest days of the last war and thereafter. constitutional methoda brought about 
political advance and enabled the old Congress to eatablioh complete communal, 

:harmony in the country. The result• of the change of methods are too fresh to 
'tleed any recapitulation. It is on this ground that we appeal to the aubjeots of the 
native atateo to follow conatitutional methods. 

I. therefore. commend thio resolution to your acceptance. 

Prof. R. H. Kelk:ar (Poena) seconding the resolution said' The proposal 
io ao full of explanation• and it has been expla,ned ao clearly and details have ·been 
ao brought out that there is very little for me to add to ii:. I am going to 
confine myself to certain general oonaiderations which have induced me to support 
.thio proposition. · · 

This war is baing fought for the victory of d$mooraoles. The last war was 
.also fought for the same cause. We oan aee that in the Iaat war several princes 
had gone down in Europe. Even in this wer severe! princes• have tumbled. 
These are Italy, Yugoslavia. Greece and the tide of democracy is going eheed. 
In fact even the best friend of the Princes. the Viceroy in his ·lest speech. 
made before he left the country, had warned Jagirdaro and petty rulera that. 
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their days were very nearly over. Almcot immediately it was followed by the merger 
aobeme. Rulers of tbe third and fourth clasa statea were aaked to be absorbed by 
the bigger stateo. The Princeo secured legal advjce and discovered a technical flaw. 
The Ajmere decision has saved !ham for the time being hut they are not to ramain 
content .. The merger scheme will come one way or other. One of the ways of the 
Pclitical Department i• that they will get round the technical difficulties. They would 
persuade. or put presoure if they fail in the method of persuading the rulers. There 
are some politicians amongot us who say that the princes are the representativeo of the 
military class of this. country and some-how or other they are looked upon as pillars 
of the-autocratic system. Surely we are going to fight autocracy. The Princes 
may choose to defy. If they don't take the warnings of the time Into consideration 
then they cannot be wise. Look at the late Ruler of Bilcaner. He not only accepted 
the Federal sc~me in theory but also wanted to put it in practice. Wh\t the 
Prince• should do is to have en evolved merger sohame on their own initiative instead 
of being forced by the PoUtical Department or by other politigians. If the princes 
could form their own .sub-federations now. they could join the future Federation 
when it comes with its benefit!. By having federations of the otateo now. we will 
be doing away with one of the biggest· flaws which we find in the states today 
namely the whim• of the rulero. and their intrigues. If Federation• come. then they 
will have to work ao a whole and single intrigues cannot do and there will be others 
to check. Further the merger scheme' will do away with economic disabilities. 
States with a revenue of two lakhs and a population of fifty thousando. cannot very 
well enjoy a proper judiciary and other privileges. Their rule is very inefficient and 
if they want to survfve they have got to get together- They must prepare a merger 
J!cheme of their own, They have rendered great services in this war and to certain 
<>xlent they have raised our name in the world. The temporary advantages from· the 
war will. soon c)isappear. Time and tide wUI not wait for them and they muot recog
nise the sign of times and act accordin~y. An advice given by- an organisation. sc 
friendly as the Liberals. must be taken into account by the rulers. The Bombay 
J~tates have announced reformo. Such examples are. very few. Over 500 Stateo 
have not yet fallen in line. I do not think that there are over a dozen who could 
boast of progress. Liberala as w<~. are. we look to a much faster pace of progress. 
'Things won.'t be good for them if they continue to do as at present and plain speaking 
has become very necessary at this stage. 

The resolution wa• paaoed unanimously. 

10. CIVIL DEFENCE 

Mr. Naushir Bharucha ~oved the following resolution: 

The Federation views with concern tha decision of the Gov~nment 
of India to abolish practically the whole of the paid A. R. P. personnel in 
oome coastal towns and cities of India not yet reaoonably immune from 

-.. hostile attacks from the oea or aii- and '!rges on the Government th~ n_eed 
· for ;,aintainin_g an adequate paid nuoleuo of the A. R. P. organ1Z8IIon. 

roularly for reporting ait raid damage. fire fighting, rescue and clearance 
~~d:bria and rendering BUtz first aid. The Federation is of opinion that ao 
the war with Japan is yet in its initial stages and as enemy seacraft and 
• ft. 8' pproaoh coastal towns and oitiea. the provision of a reasonably a1rcra can • \ 

ffi · t a'd A R p organioation will contribute to the necessary .mam-su O!Gnpl • '· ofth' 
f the Pubua· morale in ouch area• which by the reason eir 

tenanoe o ed · also calla 
: ''mportanoe aie likely to become enemy targets. The F oration . . 

~ '' th 1 f the country regardless of their pclitical conVIctions to 
upon e peep e o f th . hearths d 
co-<>perate in civil defence mearures for the aeourity o air an 

homea. · . . · th 
He said: In this country nobody took Civil Defence oenously until ~ e 

morning of December 7. 194 I. Japan attacked Pearl Harbour. In IP!te of 
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the fact that military aviation bas ac much advanced in this war it is a peculiar 
commentary on tba official mentality that the authorities were absolutely complascent 
about the probability of any attack from J'apan. They argued· that Pearl Harbour 
wao 3.300 miles from Japan. On December 6th the air raid warning at Pearl 
Harbour was discontinued I Even when hootile aircraft appeared the self-compla
scent people could hardly helleve them to be enemy aircraft. On Deoembes 7. Pearl 
Harbour was attacked. Tben only people began to think of Civil Defence In India 
in concrete terms. Japan's progress iii the Pacific was alarming and sweeping. Within 
nlnety day• two million square miles of territory were conquered and our authorities in 
India then put civil defence in ihe forefront of their programme. It wao never adequate 
and •omehow or other training was ruohed through. A huge personnel .bad to be . 
trained and illiterate people asked to co-operata. Before civil defence made any 
progreso the victory of the Allies on the Rusoian Front again Induced in our officials 
In charge of civil defence a sense of self complacency. Many of you in Bombay are 
aware of the fact that the Government of India have decided with regard to Bombay 
and several other coastal towns that they could be regarded as safe from hostile etta
oleo and from sea and air. There il1 one thing which this war has shown us and that is 
no ground or anti-aircraft defence can be so adequate that modern bombers cannot 
penetrate them. We hear of the R. A. F. daily going over Berlin with compara
tively smaD loss. This establishes beyond doubt that modern bombers can penetrate 
strong ack·ack defences. If today Japan does not choose to attack the eastern fron• 
tiers of India it is not because Japanse bombers cannot penetrate the penin.Wa. It 
is not because our A-A defences are likely to keep them away. It is not certainly 
from humanitarian motives. It is. it may be that Japan carries on a "phoney" war 
and one day she might attack. It is rather unfortunate that the <;;overnment of India 
have decided to disband the A. R. P. personnel before war has taken a more favou
rable tum. The city of Bombay ioaoopen to attack that if any oreft attack. her from the 
Arabian sea. and belive me there are Japanese craft in the Indian Ocean. it can have 
more than muisance value .. The Government's latest policy in regard to civil defence 
11 one of complacency which has proved more than once fatal to the ARies. This 
Federation has done well in voicing its protest against the Government's policy in 
regard to civil defence. Even today it does not'mean that the enemy cannot strike at 
India if he wants. The R. A. F. undertakes a 1.500- mile trip to and from Germany 
almost everyday. If you see the map of India there il1 a town on the Madras coast 
called Ongole. If an enemy aircraft carrier can sneak up to within a hundred miles of 
Ongole the Mitsubishi bombers could easily deliver blows right up to Bombay or to 
towns in the peninsula. I hope the Government will reconsider their policy and not 
neglect the civil defence organisation until J a pen is routed from Burma and the 
Bay of Bengal. I truot this resolution of the Federation will convey to the· Govern
ment that at the moment we do not share the optimism which bas permitted the 
Government to neglect the civil defence. 

Mr. M. S. Sirdar ( Sholapur ) in seconding the resolution aaid: I have 
great pleasure in seconding the ·resolution so ably moved by Mr. Bbarucha. The 
resolution rail1es three or four points. In. prot eating against the discontinuance 
of the A. R. P. activities in certain coaatal towns of India. I am aura tha Federation is 
voicing not only the sentiments of those here but oo.loo tnose who ·are outside the 
Federation. People are surprised why in the midst of war· Government have 
disbanded the A. R. P. staff. The A. R. P. bas been dlsabanded not only in coastal 
towns but also olmilar and cognate organisations in .the intorior ha:ve become ab
solutely dormant. Tba Civic Guardo and village Defence organil1ations have been 
disbanded oometlme ago. It is necessary that the disbanded staff should be reinata• 
ted. The Japanese menace baa not yet died down. In fact India is going to be 
made the vast base in the attack against the Japs. Moreover, what recently took 
place in Calcutta. where daylight bombing was carried out by the Japanese. should 
be borne in mind. Under the olrcumatances the A. R. P. should not have been 
disbanded. It is· wrong to have disbanded the civic and village guards in the Interior 
also. I do not want to digreu but I must mention that even political oabotage baa 



51 

not yet died down. Only this morning we read of a dacoity in a mail van nea~ 
Miraj. Such acts are still going on in th& interior and public co-<>peration should b& 
sought in strengthening the civic and village guards organisations. I support the 
resolution hearttly. · 

Mr. Burjor J. Shroff ( Bombay ) supporting the resolution said: This is th& 
most important resolution which the Federation has discussed and to my mind this 
•hould have ·been taken first. I ask you what will happen if some aircraft carrier 
comes along and drops so:ne bombs over this city, You will then think only of the 
A. R. P. I have not prepared any notes but I shall speak a few words First the word 
"civil defence" is itself a misnomer. The civil defence portfolio has be~n transferred 
from one member to another member in the Viceroy's Council. The civil defence 
includes rescue work, fire fighting, first aid. demolition squads eto. Notwithstanding 
the fact that' civil defence has come into being only recently a large number has 
joined it. A. R. P. and civil defence is a matter of life- and death question. It is 
a grave wrong to have disbanded the A. R. P. organisation. 

The resolution was put to the vote and passed unanimously. 

11. DEFENCE 
"The National Liberal Federation of India r~iterates its demand for 

a radical change in the defence policy of the country. It is of 
opinion that the war has shown that for making adequate preparations for 
the security of India it is essential that (I) the defence portfolio should 
be entrusted to an Indian who commands the c_onfidence of tha people and 
that (2) the 'defence forces of India should be organised on fully national· 
basis. It urges in particular that (3) the p~licy of lndian!sation in all grades 
of the Army, Navy and Airforce should be accepted ~nd that the !arg& 
number of Indian commissioned officers already in th9 defence forces 
who. hav& acquired valuable exprerience should be fully utilised to bring 
about complet& Indianisation at an early date. The Indian Emergency 
Commissioned Officers. should not be demobilised after the war merely in 
order to restore the pre-war proportion between Indian and British 
officers. No non-Indian officer should be appointed to any post so long 
as an Indian officer with requisite qualification is available. The Fede
ration further urges that the army should be recruited from all provinces 
and classes to a much greater e~tant than at present.'' 

' 
Sir Raghunath Paranjpye (Poena) moving the above resolution said: 

'Mr. President. Ladies and Gentlemen. 

Our National Liberal Federation has always insist&d upon this question of 
' defence a:nd lndianisation of our defence forces much mer& strongly tlian many other 

organisations. It does not believe in the mer& policy of say and do nothing. Now w& 
are not in a position to defend our onn country. We must have somebody e!s& 
to, defend our country against any aggression at th& present moment. But 
we cannot go· on like this. We should be prepared to •boulder our defence 
againat any attack whatsoever. the policy of the government in th& past hao not 
been directed with a vi&w to build up a national army which will be ready to tak& up 
the def&iice of the country. Just now necessities of war has made government ge> 

teps forward and our resolution today asks that those steps should not be IIOID9 S . . 
retraced as soon as the necessity is over. We want that the beginning that baa been 
done should be further extended in order that India should be capab!& of shouldering 
her own defence. And for that purpose what are the things necessary ? The first 
and most important thing is that there ohould be complete Indianisation of the various 
branches of defence forces of the country. The tim& has gone by when we ~an depend 

f · count- for shouldering our defence. W& may tak& th&Ir help for upon a ore1gn ·J f 
· · ur men 1·n certain branches. This war has develop&d new weapons o war 

trammg o . . b od 
which did not exist before. You must realise the difference etween m ern 
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defence services from what they were in olden times. We must have a strong navy 
in these deyo to defend our coutline. Then there ia the airforce _which our. people 
did not dream of. In all theoe branohas there is a certain proportion of Indiana as 
officers and ranl:a already. We want all thaoe officers and. personnel should be 
utilised even after the war in order that India should be ready always to shoulder her 
own defence. In order to achieve that po~oy' underlying defence in consonance 
with tha need• and. feelings of India. we want that the defence portfo~o should be 
held by an Indian gentleman who will be able to represent fully the aspirations of 
Indian•· At present the po~oy is entirely directed by foreigners whose one .eye is 
alwaya directed towards the security and interests of Britain and other dominions 
and the other eye may then be directed towards India. I do not want that kind of 
thing to continue. We want someone who will lay down the policy of-defence 
which should be directed mainly with their eyes in the interests of India. We are 
fully prepared to co-operate with the government in all their stepa but on an equal 
footing so that we shall be able to get baok as muoh as we give. We have seen from 
this war that we shall not be able entirely to depend on ·our own armies for defence 
in theoe modern days but we ought to bear our full share in the defence of the 
country, not merely beoauoe we have no oympathy with aggre11ors and our sympathy 
for the allieo' oause demands it. but because we want to equip ourselves for our own 
defence. Our resolution is only for planning after the war. 

Planning for defence should not be delayed for one moment. It should 
be taken up before anything aloe. If we are not prepared for our <>wn defence, 
If we do not plan properly for defence. all other planning would be more or 
less futile. To that, I say that we should plan for defence even before we plan 
for anything else. On aooount of the war, opportunities nowadays are somewhat 
more numerous. Formerly. twenty years ago. the officer ranks of the navy and 
the army were entirely closed to Indians. We began to have a certain small number 
·in the officer ranks about twenty years ago. War conditions have made it necessary 
to have more Indian officers than before. But most of them are only in the lower 
ranks of offioero: very few of them have riaen to be a lieutenant, colonel and none 
to be a general or any such higher rank. But we hope that these people who have been 
trained and have undergone all the ordeals of war will have their place in the future 
<lefenoe of the country. We insist that all these people should not be demobilised and 
their experience should not be left to go waste but they should after the war have a 
controlling voice in directing the policy of defence of the country. 

There is one point which is particularly mentioned here. that no non-Indian 
should be appointed to any pool for which Indians with requiolte qualifications are 
available and Indian officers should not be demobilised after the war merely in 
order to restore the prewar proportion of Indian and British officera in the services. 
There is at present a oubstantial number of Britishers who are officers in the Indian 
army. Perhaps we oan underotand that: but at least in the medical oorps, this ia 
not neoeosary. • We do not agree that there should be a substantial number of British 
officers in the medical corps for which enough Indiana oould always be found. We 
hope that at least in the Indian Medical Service. all the officers should be Indians. 
We also want that at the end of war there should be no proportion of British to· 
Indian officers in the Indian services and we aok that no non-Indian should be appoin
ted to any post for which an Indian officer with the necessary qualification is avail• 
able, or if appointed. should be appointad only temporarily until Indiana are properly 
trained to take their places. . , 

' So far ao recruitment to the defence oervicea ia concerned. we want that they 
should be recruit~ more evenly from aD provinces than is done at present. Every
body should be given an equal opportunity to get training in defence and fit himself 
to be able to participate in the defence of the country when the time. comes. 1 do 
not know whether It is possible to introduce compu)•ory .mifitary training for all but 
at any rote 1 want that.in evary village a certain number of people should have had 
mifitary training. Such training and recruitment ahould not _be restricted to certain· 
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provinces or oections of Indiana whicb are wpposed to b tial · · al b e mar provmceo or 
marti. races ut should. be open to ~ sections and provinces in tho country. 
Tha~ ~dee of martial provmce and race baa been now given up probe bly becausa 
aufftctent number of men ara not available in such proV!'ncea C t] h . . onsequen y ot er 
prov~nces are being called on to supply army personnel. I hope that policy will be 
continued. I do not see any reason why pecpla from any class or any province in this 
country ohoul~ not become capital soldiers vr officers. I hope thai even if 8 number 
of present offtcers and m.en in the services have to be demobilised, their training will 
be made use of to train people in their own places and then we shall have 8 very 
larg_e number of -reserve even if a vaat atanding army is not found possible. so that 
Indta will be prepared to ahoulder her defence at any time. 

This queation of defence is the most important of all questions and all other 
questions are subordinate to defence. All those would be needed but before every
thing else, defence will be necessary. If the country is not ·prepared to defend 
itaelf. all other plans are of no value. In the world as it ia at present, with human 
beings as they are. pure non-violence Ia not going to succeed. for aa long as we can 
visualise. When that comes we shall all be glad to welcome it. But until the world 
recognise& non-violence as the only weapon to settle ell quarrela. the consequence• 
of our sticking to non-violence will be terrible. We are a J>eaceful nation: India 
certainly has no aggressive intentions: but we must be prepared to defend our
selves f!gainst any aggressor. And it ia in this spirit that we suggest in this reaolution 
that attention should be paid to making India able to shoulder her own defence end 
fit India to take her proper place in the comity of nations of the world. I have great 
pleasure in commending thia resolution for your acceptance. 

Dr. G. S. Ma)lajani, ( Poonii ) aeconding the resolution said : 

Mr. President. Ladies and Gentlemen: You observed yesterday. when we 
discussed the political situation, that the rule under Sec. 93 In provinces has put 

' back the political clock of the country by over fifty yean. I believe that the measure 
of complete Indianization of the Army, which in essence is the subject matter of 
the present resolution will. mere than anything else. advance us further towarda 

'co;,plete self-rule. It is because of my conviction that this policy will put forward 
the political clock that I accepted with pleasure the call to second the resolution. 

'The proposition urges that Government ahould lose no time in issuing a state
ment of policy that will touch the imagination of the public and produce the psychole>
gical.atmosphere enauring a oontinuoua flow of men for entry into the three arms of 
the fighting services-the army. nayy and the air-force. I shall confine myself mainly 
to the first and the last clause• of tile proposition. 

Standing on the intellectual plane of cold reason. it is an unexceptionable 
proposition to say that the country needs more democratization, a greater degree of 
industrialization and militarization; the first to secure the stability of the state. the 
second to secure its economic self-aufficieney and the third to enwre ita safety end 
preservation. Tbia is indeed so obvious. And yet •peaking only of the last aspect, 
1 have ·to say, in the light of my experience as a member of a Selection Board fer 
recruitment of Commissioned Officers. that there ia something in the atmosphere 
about us. which makes the present resol'!tion absolutely essential. The old distinction 
between the martial and non-martial races. has been done away with. And you may 
·take it from me that caste and creed consideration• also do not enter into tha ques
tion. The new tests of selection are in their nature objective and yet. the sad 

··experience is_ that. of the candidate• coming up before the. Boards. the percen\age ,of 
acceptances is only about thirty and often below twenty-five, The large number of 
rejection• could .be explain"'! either on the wppositiOn that .young men of this 
· · try are particularly of a poor cahbre or that these of the nght stamp are not 
<0~ forward, I am convinced on facta that the trouble lies in tha indifference of 
.:;:'."';'c!ng men of the right kind and their reluctance to join ~Arm~- We had. 
while at Lucknow. among our visitors some members of the Public Sernce Commi
'asion. ·One of them-Khan Bahadur Abdul Aziz-;<bo sat with ua and watched 
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the perfor~anoe of the candidates under the new teats. oboe~e~ ~at the candidates 
that go before the Public Service CommiSJicn for even such .c1vil pools as ~oae ~f 
Tahsildsrs. showed merit of a really high order. The unmiBtekable oonclua10n 11 
this: not that our young men are inferior to thoae of other countries: not that the 
new tests are too severe; but that the right kind of material is not ·com~ng forward 
for the Army. That again bring• up the queation. Why? There are variou1 reasons. 
First. as Sir Raghunath Paranjpye pointed out. no effort ha1 yet been made to rouse 
the Imagination of the youth. If only w~ bad the Defeqce portfolio in the hands of 
an Indian member who commanded the general confidence. what a tremendous 
change It would make In the situation I ·Government senda no. doubt propoganda 
officials ·to Colleges and Uhiversitiea but they cannot aucceed in bringing about a 
change. as the ,appointment of an Indian Defence member would. 

I may ao well mention two factors which. to put it mildly before the minds of' 
the young on thi1 important queation of the Army. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, speak
Ing at the Luoknow University ( 8th Dec. I 941 ) obaerved: 

"If I were aaked with whom my sympathiea lay in this war. I would 
unh~sltatingly say : with Ruuia. China, America and ·England. But inspite 
of my sympathy for the group. there is no que~tion of my ·giving help to 
British. How can I fight for a thing which ia denied to me-freedom?" 

• 
Statements like theae do weigh with the young. Now. on the plane of cold 

reason, the answer to the above is not difficult. It is not merely a guestion of 
helping Britain. It i1 as well a que1tion of helping the intereoti of our country. If 
you do not come forward to become officers in the Army .-that is whet I 1ay to 
studenta.-who loses? Do you think that· !he Australians will not come forward? Do 
you think that the Souih Africans will hqld .• back? Recruits are every day joining· 
In numbers ; b11_ttalions will be formed. And if you do not officer them.· young men 
of other countries will take those poam And surely il is not in the interest• of India 
that her armiea should continue to be officered by non-Indians, 

Again Mr. Gandhi. in the first public speech after hia arrival in ·Bardoli de
clared ( on 1Oth Dec. 1941 ) : " I have nC:doubt that in 'spite of the opinion of some 
of the leaders to the contrary, the large mass of the people will continue the present 
programme of opposition to all wara." 

It seems. I admit. aomewhat difficult to meet thio argument. But not really. 
Gandhi is not the only pacifist in the world nor I• he the originator of pacifism. In 
fact. barring the Faacioto and the N azia who glorify war-all the people of the 
democratic nation• have already outlawed. in their conscience, war as an instrument 
of national policy. ·We are euentially-all of ua and Liberalo particularly-pacifists. 
J;lut surely there II time for everything. When the agressor nations have atarted 
a total war by virtually raiaing the question of world 1upremacy, any paciflat pro
paganda as that of Gandhi can lead to only two results: it will diaorganize the 
very people whoae firat duty is to oppose agresaion and secondly it will simply Invite 
the agressors to proceed unhampered with their destructive m!soion. 

But Sir, as I aaid. argument alone cannot touch the hearts of men. The 
reaolution. therefore. urges by its first clause the appointment of an Indian Defence 
Member. The last olauoe io also very aignlficant. I have bean told by several p~ple 
when I mentioned to them the foot that proper type of young men are not coming 
forward,-! have been told by them that things would change if Government gave a 
guarantee that after the war people that have joined the army will not be cast adrift but 
neoeo~arily absorbed in some aervices. if not in the army itself. Now. Sir. all honour ' 
to those-officers and men who have joined the army in apite of the various voices 
and diotractlona to the contary. The Federation he~ already publicly expressed in a 
reaolution the country's gra~tude to them for keeping the war and ravages of war 
at a diotanoe. All honour to· them. I repeat, as they have joined in 1pite ·of the 
unklndest out of being dubbed " mercenaries " ( Sir Raghunath Paranjpye : hear. 
hear ~· Yea. but do we not owe them-dosa not Government· owe them a duty ? They 
have JOined with an ideal before them-that the indian army will be nationalised. 

• 
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!ho~·the~ot be then a .. ured that their services and their skiD wiD be retained for 
e . n tan my, even after the war ? Should thay not be at leaat rellaved of their 

arunety ~y the assurance that they wiD be definitely absorbed in some service ? The 
last clause of the resolution urges this upon the Goverment. 

With these words. I second the r,erolution. 

Mr. R J. J, Mody. (Bombay ) supporting the resolution raid; 
I have ~ery great pl.,.aure in standing before you with a view to support 

81 
shortly as possrble the resolution which has been so ably moved and reco ded b 
f . d s· R h . h n Y my 
rten • tr . a~ u~at Paranjpye and Dr. Mahajani. Ladies and gen~emen. my 

humfile canVlation ts that our nation is not worthy of self-government. if she is not· 
a position to defend herself. I respectfully agree with Sir Raghunath Paranjpye wh~~ 
he says that all of us should support this resolution in apite of aU our grievancea 

·against the govel'I)IIIent. A nation like us. a great nation llke us Indians cannot be 
expected to go on for aU times to be ruled and defended by a foreign nation. There 
were times when we were enjoying aa Indians a great position and had a great repu
tation. a great trade and equal trade' wivh every nation in the world but it was God's 
wish that we ohquld fall from that high pedestal. that we should fall to such a low 
level. that other nations should rise up in the intervening period between our rise and 
prosperity aa a nation f!nd our present position. We were during thio period on the 
downgrade as far as national boundary is concerned. I think it waa Sir Surendranatb 
)3annerjee-when he was in England. he v,;as once pained to be reminded and taunted 
about the past reputation of Indian nation and her present lowly position. It was too 
much for a patriot like him and it is said that he retorted in these words: .. My dear 
friend wpen we were enjoying the greatest possible civilisation that the world bas 
ever seen, we in India enjoyed the sigbt 'Of you Britons hanging from buahes of 
trees in your country. .. · 

There is nothing to be ashamed of. We agree we hove not marched' forward 
with times. That is why we are now taking our cue from our socalled better civilised 
brethren in the west. Now we ·agree tha,t defence is the moaf important thing which 
should occupy our mind and our whole attention and Britishera have taken for granted 
that we Indians ate mollycoddled all our lives and that we are not in a position to 
defend ourselveo. But what do we say? The caU of duty has drawn aU our soldier , 
sons of India ancj thay have to acknowledge what our sana have achieved. We have 
achieved successes and we need 'not yield one point to the Britiah, Australian or 
American soldier on the bat~efie!d. They have so to say worked wonders. What 
has been achieved by these soldier sons has. allowed Ul to march from Strength to 
strength. from staga to stage and one day we will. come i'!to our own. ' 

We have been given certain promises that certain allowances and privilegea 
wtll be aUowed to our young men who join the army and the milltary forces. Now 
is it not natural if they ask what shaU poraterity get when the war is won and the 
world is made secure. io it not natural that he should like to play his part in planning 
the brave new world. He is not content to play the second fiddle to anyone in' tlie 
world. In the world to come India must have her own army: she muot be abla to 
defend her gigantic coastline against Japan or any other foes. 

As Sir Raghunath has said. we must be prepared for all avento. W o have 
mede-a amaU beginning: let us go from stage to stage an~ there will be a time when 

. we will be creating an army. a navy and an-eirforce which will be a match to any of 

the most powerful countries in the Wert. 

With these few words. I take the liberty of most heartily supporting the ~ 
.Iution which baa been placed before you. 

The reoolution was put to tho ~te and oarrieed unanimously. ' 

Council 1111d Office-bearers for 1944. 

The Preaident then mqved and declared carried resolution in regard to the 
Council and Office-bearers for 1944. · -
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(a) The Federabon elects Messrs. M· D. Altekar. Nauahir Bbarucha and 
Surendra Nath Varma aa ita General Secretaries for the yea~ 1944 .. 

(b) The Federation elects the undermentioned Council for the year 1944. 

( See Appendix A). 

Reoolution No. 14. 

· Sirdar P. S. Sodhbana (Punjab) in moving the last resolution of the National 
Liberal Federation Inviting ·the 25th Session to Lahore during Christmas w~ek in 

!944 aaid: 
" I feel it a privilege to request the whole assembly here to accept our hiunble 

Invitation to bold the next session in the Punjab. We Punjabis are very poor people 
(laughter). I am glad that at the preaent session a veteran aoion of an old sikh family 
Ia pre~iding. We extend the Invitation of the next aeasion to be held in the Punjab. 
We Punjabls are not millionaires and you will find at this time there great cold. I 
hope delegates from all parta of India will visit Lahore for the session and we will 
leave no stone unturned to make their stay comfortable. " 

Pandit Haridutt Sharma aeconding the motion aaid : "·I heartily support the 
resolution moved by Sardar Saheb .. I do ao because I am confident that Punjab 
Liberals cordially and warmly welcome this Federation there. We will do our best to 
make the se11ion a great auoceas. I would request the leading' lights of the Liberal 
Federation to co-operate actively with us to attend the next session in large numbers 
and to help us In malting the people of Punjab take to national liberal politics. " 

The resolution-was carried unanimouoly. 

Vote of thanks to the Chair. 

In proposing a vote of thanks to Sir Mabaraj Singh. Preaident of the Liberal ' 
Federation, Sir Chimanlal Setalvad said: 

" If falls to my lot to perform the pleasant duty of proposing a hearty vote of 
thanks to our worthy President. Ladies and Gentlemen. we have. not taken our 
President In proceasion in a carriage drawn by fifty elephants or fifty horses ot 
camels. Though we were not so very demonstrative we offer our heartfelt thanks 
to him. Sir Maharai Singh by his unfailing courtsey coupled with his good humour 
and flrmne11 has conducted the proceedings very 'uccessfully and in this I am echo
Ing the feeling• of you all. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: We all deeply deplore the present political deadlock in 
1he country. But who Is really responsible for that state of affairs ?' Although want 
of unity among ouraelves has contributed to it. in the ultimate analysis. the British 
Government themaelves are responsible. Because of the great distrust created in 
the minds of the people by their past actions nobody is prepared to take their pro-· 
misea and professions on their face value. One cannot forgst that for nearly a 
hundred years they Insisted on ·holding the civil service examinations in Britain there
by making It almost impossible for Indiana to compete in that service. One cannot 
forget again that for 30 yeara end more they imposed up~n the infant textile 
industry in this country an iniquitoua excise duty in order that Lancaahire goods may 
·sell In this country. They never took up seriously the question of the Indianisation 
of the Army. Coming to recent time• when we ware there for the Round Table 
Conference and the Government of India Act waa under preparation, they stoutly 
refused even to mention in the preamble .of the Act that the political goal of. India 
was Dominion Status. When the Parliamentary Committee sat on the hill we 
had the Indian delegation headed by His HighneiS the Aga Khan and though all of 
them unitedly made certain proposal• not one was accepted. Not only that. but they 
·introduced many stringent aafeguarda for. protecting the British intereats in 
India that disfigure the Aot of 1935. lt vial only under. 1he streas of war thet 
they offered Dominion Statu• and Cripps was sent out to negotiate. .The distruat 
-created by their past action• Clljlnot be forgotten . in a short time. That distrust 
<~aused the failure of the Crippo proposals. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen: Sir Maharaj Singh is very welllcnown . . 
as the distinguished scion of a distinguished fam'l H h d ID this country 
· f h 1 Y· e as con uoted the proc ed 
mgs o t e Federation during the last three days as you have seen with good b'~ity
I on behalf of you all tender to him our heartfelt thanka. a I • 

- Mr. D .. G. Dalvi. in aeoonding the vote of thanks proposed by s· Ch · Ia! 
Setalv~d said:-"We ~we a debt of gratitude to Sir Maharaj Singh fo;rthe ~:::'he 
has g1ven to . the L1beral Federation in the difficult times through which our 
country and our party _are passing. He has taken the trouble to come aU the way 
from Lucknow to- pres1de over our deliberations and has so conducted 0 d' 
ha 

ur procee 1ngs 
t t no member can complain that he was not fully heard. He has made acme 
valuable suggestions in hia presidential address and I am glad, acme of them have 
been embodied in our resolutions. I hope, he will strive to give effect to acme of 
them in the next year. Among the several suggestions made by him. I may refer 
to one or tlfoi'O. incorporated in our resolutions. The food reeob,1tion regarding 
Bengal contains the proposal that a Commitee should be appointed to inquire into 
the muddle. The resolution about the political deadlock demands that there should 
be an unconditional release of the detenues and then a Conference should be con
vened. I draw your attention to this suggestion because it shows that Sir Maharaj 
Singh has examined the question from a stetemen's point of view. He has shown 
that he has the correct appreciation of the working of the human mind and the 
psychology of the human nature.. Having worn official clothes all these years. it is 
a surprise to me, how well he bas preserved his patriotism and statesmanship. Aa 
regards the suggestions about a conference of leaders. I think. the Viceroy should 
convene it. There is a precedent for it. when during the last war, the Viceroy. 
Lord ·Chelmsford. had convened liUCh a conference and. Lord Willingdon, a~ 
Governor of Bombay had convened it at Bombay. You will remember that Lord 
Linlinthgow had called f~r interview fiftytwo public men individually. If he had 
called 'them jointly in a conference there would have been better results. You will 
also remember that Dr. Jayakar recently revealed that a memliar of the Vicero-y'a 
Executive Council had urged upon Sir S. Cripps that he should invite leaders 
of' the various political parties jointly for a Conference. It seem• that Iince the R
T. C. the British, GOvernment fight shy of liUOh ccnfarenoes. 

Our resolution on the pollticel deadlock has come at a very opportune time. 
Lord W avell has so far refused to open his· mouth though he assured us that he had 
many things hidden in his mental beg. In his address at Calcutta, he refrained from 
touching on the question of the deadlock because he did not believe that tolldng at 
the present time would help the situation. He will 1100n address the Central Leg;.. 
Iatu~e at Delhi on 17th February when he may formulate his polloy and I trust 
our resolution will help him in formulating it. I am not at aU certain about it. but 

let u~ all hope for the best. 
It is our good fortune that we have a. President Uke Sir Maharej Singh to 

guide 'us at this juncture and we ere justified in feeling that we can fully rely on 
him to implement our resolutions. · We have complete confidence in him (Cheers.). 

Tha Chairman of the Reception Committee put tha resolution to tha vote and 

the aame was carried with aoclemation. 
' Th~ President. Raja Sir Maharej Singh. .in his concluding remarka aeid : 
. •. My friends. I thank from:tha bottom of my heart my friend, Sir Chim•nl•l 

- S o1v d d fri d Mr Dalvi. for the very kind and generous and. and may I et a .an my en. · . 
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aay. 'undeserved remarla that they have made about me. I aoked in the beginning 
of my preoidential addre11 for your good wishes and your """:"peration. You have 
g1ven both to me In abundant' measure and for that I am truly grateful. Tber are 
certain person• in Bombay whom I am aura you will wi•h me to thank. In the first 
place. thoro are the Chairman and Members of the Reception Committee. Give them 
a cheer I (Cheers). They have done much to make our ,stay in Bombay enjoyable. 
I am opecially indebted to my friend. Sir Cowaojee Jehangir. He is a weUknown 
figure. not only In Bombay but throughout the whole of India and I have no doubt. 
In other countrleo ao well. I am grateful to him on my behalf and also on behalf 
of our ex-president Sir B. P. Singh Roy. and. may I add. to Lady Jeha~gir alia. 

Next I muot not omit to thank the offiae-'bearers. What would any asao
olation do without its office beareri ? The National Liberal Federation is fortunate 
In having as Its Secretaries Prof. Altekar and Mr. Naushir Bbaruoha and as the 
Assistant Secratary. Mr. V. R. Bhende. All of them· have been most courteous, 
obliging and useful, 

I am sure that you will not allow me to conclude without alao expressing our 
gratitude to the girls' from the Indian School of Muoio who opened our proceedings 
two days ago with singing. The volunteers have been of conoiderable help to mem
bers of tho Reception Committee and to us. They also deserve our thanks. 

La~t but not least I thank the authorities of the Cams Oriental Institute who 
have allowed us'the use of this hall. For this we are particularly indebted to 
Mr. R. J. J. Mody. • 

· Ladles and Gentlemen: Thio bas been a very pleaaant. and I tl)ink that. you 
will all agree with me. a very useful oession. A high level of debate baa been main-. 
talned. It was a joy to us, particularly. to me, to find that our session was graced 
by the presence of Rt. Hon'ble Srinivasa S~stri, who in spite of his illhealth travelled· 
the long distance to Bombay from not benighted but diatant Madras. I remember, when 
I was in South Africa, on more than one ooc~sion, hearing of the. admirable work 
done by the first Agent-Genreral for India. Tributes were often paid· to the two 
best speakers in the English Language-neither of whom was Engllsh-One wao 
the Rt. Hon'ble Saatrl and the other was Mr. Hofmeyer of Boer extraction. I think 
that we are fortunate In having had sympathetic treatment from the Bombay Preas 
which gave full publicity to the proceedings of our Session and to our reaolutions. · I 
refer partioularly to the 'Times of India'· and the 'Bombay Chronicle.' · . 

One thing ia striking about Ul Liberals a~d our resolutions. We never aak 
anything for ourselves. We want oonoessions in the country for our countrymen 
and not for Liberals' aa auoh. And then we are non-communal body. A. I said in 
my presidential speeoh, we do not and ·cannot indulge in communal· or polltioaJ ' 
•Iagana which generally carry llttle conviction outside the n\eetings at which they 
are uttered. I am very glad to hear that a branoh of the Liberal Federation .baa 
been atl\rted-or rather.· revived-in Lahore. Give them a Cheer•! (Cheer). With 
Punjabla, especially of the calibre of Sarder Sodhbans. you may be ·~ that theY. 
will carry their efforts to a successful oonoluaion. It will be a pleasure to many 'of 
ua to meet next year in Lahore. · · 

In conclusion I hope. ladies and gentlemen, that each of you will try to in
crease the membership of the Liberal Federation but whet is more important-that 
each of you will spread our views. whioh are the views of thousands of intellectuals 
in this country although they may disown the appellation af Liberals. · And I would 
implore you to do everything to inculcate a spirjt of unity in a country. in which 
unfottunately there are diooordant opiniono. You can do !pat bv never saying 
un!dnd worda about any other political party. There ia nothing so easy as sarcasm · 
or unkindneaa. Both theae have been applied to us. AI Liberals we can safely . 
Ignore them and not retaliate. On the contary let ua do everything in our power 
to narrow the difference between India • various groups such as Hindus. Mualima 
and othera and political parties wah as the Congreu and the Musllm League. 

I thank you ell again moat cordially. 
_The President then diuolved the meeting. 
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THE NATIONAL LIBERAL FEDERATION OF INDIA 
COUNCIL. FOR l944 

President. 

1. Raja Sir Maharaj Singh. Kt .. C. I.E: .• M. L.A .. 10. Mall Avenue. Lucbow. 

Vice-Presidents. 

2. Sir P. S. Sivaswamy Aiyer •. K. C. S. I.. LL. D.. " Sudharma. " Edward 
Elliot Road. Mylapore, Madras. 

3. The Rt. Hon'.V.S. Srinivasa Sastri. P.C..C.H .. "Svagatam.'' Mylapore. Modras. 
4. Sir Moropant Joshi, Kt .. Advocate. Nagpur. 
5. Sir Raghunath Paranjpye. M. A.. D. So .. •· Puruohottam Aohram" Poena 4. . 
6. Sir ChimanW Setalvad. K. C. I. E .• LL.D .. 113. Esplanade Road. Bombay 1. 
7. Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu. M. L.A .. Temple Chambers. 6, Old Post Office 

Street, Calcutta. . . . 
8. Tha _Hon'ble Pandit Hirdaya Nat~ Kunzru. Servanto of India Society. 

Allahabad. 
9. Mr. T. R. V enkatarama SaStri; B. A.. B. L. Advocate. Mylapore. Madras. 

10. Sir Cowaoii Jehangir. Bart .. K.C.I.E .. M. L.A.. Napean Sea Road. Bombay. 
11. The Hon'ble Mr. P. N. Sapru. Bar-at-Law. 19. Albert Road. Allahabad. 
12. Sir Vithal Chandavarkar. Kt .• M. ).,. A .. 41. Pedder Road. Bombay 6. 
'13. Sir Bejoy Prasad Sing Roy. Kt .• M. L.A .• 15. Lansdowne Road. Calcutta. 

Hon. General Secretaries. 

14. Mr. M. D. Altekar, 165. Shivaji Park. Cadell R9ad. Bombay 28. 
15, Mr. Nauohir Bharuoha. Advocate. 468, Kalbadevi Road. Bombay 2. 
16. Mr. Surendra Nath Veriija. Advocate. 7. Elgin Road, Allahabad. 

Nominated by the President. 

17. .Reo Bahadur R. G. Mu~dle. Y eotmal ( Berar) 
18. · Pandit Manmohanlal Zutshi. 10. Beli Road. Allahabad. 
19 ,. Mr. A. S. N. Moorthi. Viohnu Bhuvan. Beharampore. 
20. Mr.' D. V. Ambekar. Servants of India Society, Poena 4. 
21. Prof. R. H. Kelkar. M. A, 289. Narayan Path. Near Lakdi Pool. Poena 2. 

Bombay. 

22; Si~ Homi Mehta K. B. E .. Mehta House. Apollo St .. Bombay l. 
23. Mr. A. D. Sliroff. 'Bombay House, Bruce St .• Fort. Bombay. 
24. Mr.'Nusserwanji H. C. Dinshaw. 121. Medowo St .. Bombay I. 
25. Mr. J. R. B. Jeejeebhoy. Alice Building. Hornby Road. Bombay I. 
26 .. Mr. V asantrao S. Ravut. J. P .. French Bridge. Chaupaty. Bombay. 
27. Mr. B. D. Lam. Solicitor. 113, Esplanade Road. Bombay I. 
28. Mr. N. R. Wadia. Motlabai Building. Paroi Bazar St .• Bombay I. 

. 29. Mr. D. G. Dal<ri. Advocate, Temple View. Hughes Road. Bombay 7. 
·30. ·Mr. K. J. Dubash. B: A. LL.B .. (Solicitor) 79. Medow• St. Bombay 1. 
31. Prin. J. R. Gharpura. Advocate. Angre's Wadi. Girgaum Bombay-4. , 
32. Mr. B. N. Gokbale. M. A. LL. B.. (Advocate) Opp.. Majestic Cinema. 

Girgaum Bombay 4. · ~ · 
33. Mr. Jehangir p, Katgara. Katgara House. Nepean Sea ~oad. Bombay 6 
34. Dewan Bahadur C. M. Gandhi. B. A. LL. B .. ~anpuraia,ura; h ) · 
35. Mr. V. M. Apte; B. A. LL.B .. Pleader. Dhulia SbWest an as • 
36. Mr. M. S. Sirdar. B. A.. { Oxon ) Bar-at-law. olapur. 

4 37. Mr. S. G. Vaza. B. A. Servanto of India Society. Poena • 
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38. Prof. D. D. Kapadia. M. A. I. E. S .. ( Rtd. ) 6. Taunton Road. Poena 1 
39. Dr. G. S. Mahajani. M. L. C .• Fergusson College, Poona 4. 
40. Prof. D. G. Karve, M. A. Commerce Colleg_e. Poona 4. 
41. Mr. H. G. Gharpure. I. C. S. ( Rtd.) 344: Shaniv~r Path. Poena 2. 
42. L. X. Rego. 48. Nesbeit Road. Mazagaon. Bombay 10. 
43. Mr. K. T. Engineer. Banoo Mansion, Cumballa Hill. Bombay. 
44. Mr. K. R. Pradhan. Advocate. Jalgaon. (East Khadesh ). 
45. , Dr. Gop'e Gurubux. Ph. D .. Simla. 

Bengal. 

46. Mr. N. K. Basu. Advocate. 12. Asu Biswas Road. Calcutta. 
47. Mr. K. C. Neogy, M. L. A. (Central ) Southern Avenue. <:a!cutta. 
48. Mr. H. M. Bose. Bar-at-Law. !SA. Lansdowne Road. Calcutta. 
49. Mr. Satinath Roy. 15. Panditia Place. Rashbehari Avenue. P.·o. Calcutta. 
50. Mr. P. N. Singh Roy. 0. B. E .. 15. Lansdowne Road. Calcutta. 
51. Mr. Sudhansu Kumar Mitter. 34/1. Elgin Road. Calcutta. 
52. Kumar Rajendra Narain Roy. 79. Upp'er Chitpore Road. ·Calcutta: 
53. Rai Nagendra Nath Mookerjee Bahadur. 0. B. E. Ranaghat. Calcutta.' 
54. Rai Keshab Chandra Banerjee Bahadur. Satrapur. Dacca': 
55. Mr. Jastindra Mohan Datta. 45. Barrackpore Trun\<: Road. Culcutfa,' 
56. Mr. Manmathanath Sen. Solicitor. 44,. Ramkanto Bose, St.. Calcutta. ·, 
57. Mr. B. K. Chaudhari, Advocate. 99/1/C. Cornwallis St .. Calcutta. 
58. Lord Sinha of Raipur. 7. Lord Sinha Road. Calcutta. · 
59. Raja Bllupendra Narayan Sinha Bahadur. M. L. C .. of Nashipur. 54. Gari

ahat. Road. Calcutta. 
60. Mr. D. C. Basu Mallik. 18. Radhanath Malik Lane. Calcutta. 

· 61. Mr. Shivaprasanna Ghose. 75. Beadon Street. Calcutta. 
62. Mr. Bhagvandas Kalla, 29. tlive St .. Calcutta. 
63. Mr. Shivkissen Bhatter. 30. Clive St .. Calcutta. 
64. Mr. Gostha Behari Monda]. Nawabganj. Barrackpore. Bengal. 
65. Nirmal Chandra Ghose. " Rajbati " Shecraphuli. Hooghly ( E: I. R. ). 
66. Kumar Sarabindu Narayan Roy.· M. A. 11. Braunfeld Row. Calcutta: 
67. Mr. D. C. Ghose. Bar-at-Law. 23, Debendra Ghose Road. Calcutta. 
68. Mr. Kiran Chandra Dutt. M. R. A. S .• ( London ) l.Laxmi Dutt Lane. Cal• 

cutta. 

69. Mr. Ani! Chandra Dutt. Solicitor. 6. Brindabad Pal Bye Lane. Shyambazar; 
Calcutta. 

United Province. 

70. · Pandit Iqbal Narayan Gurtu. Hamilton Road, Allahabad. 
71. Rei Bahadur Lala Behari La!, Rani Mandi. Allahabad. 
72. Rai Bahadur Dr. Brijendra Swarup. Civil Line•. Cawnpore. 
73. Rai Braj Narain Gurtu. George Town. Allahabad. 
74. Babu Bodh Raj Sahney. Advocate. Civil Lines. Jhansi. 
75. Pt. Krishna Prasad Kaul. Ganga Prasad Memoria! Building. Luoknow. 
76. Pt. Gopi Nath Kunzru. Advocate, Clive Road. Allahabad. 
77. Mehta Krishna Ram. Leader Building•• Leader Road. Aiiahabad. 
78. Rai Bahadur Babu Braj Nandan La!. Fatehgarh. 
79. Babu Vishnu Nath. B. A. LL. B .. Advocate. 3. Cawnpcre Road, Allahabad. 
80. R~o Raia Rai Bahadur D_r. Shyam Behari Misra. 105. Gola Gunj. Lucknow. 
81. Mehta Mahipat Ram. Leader Office. Leader Road. Allahabad. 
82. Rai Bahadur Pt. Parmeshwar Nath Saparu. Advocate. Fyzabad. 
83. Rai Bahadur Ram Narain. Civil Lines. Cawnpore. 

' 84. Rai Bahadur Bhagwati Saran Singh. Chandra Bhavan. Outram Rd. Allahabad.. 
85. Rai Bahadur B. Kamta Prasad Kakkar. Rani Mandi, Allahabad. 
86. Raja Maheshwar Dayal Seth. Taluqdar. Kotra. Sitapur. District. 
87. Rai Bahadur Kunwar Guru Narain. Maurawan ( Unao ), Oudh. 
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88. Rai Bahadur Pt. Badri Dutt Joshi. Vakil. Almora. 
89.• Pandit Raj Nath Kunzru. Chih Int. Agra. 
90. Mr. Ayodhaya Doss. Bar-at Law. Anand Bhavan, Gorakhpur. 
91. Pandit Rameshwar Nath Zutshi. Leader Office, Allahabad. 
92. Kunwar Sukhbir Singh. Surajpur Estate. via Hathras. Aligarh. 
93. Rei Bahadur Pt. Sukhdeo Beheri Misra. Mall. Lucknow. 
94. · Mr. E. Thomas Choudhri. Luoknow. 

95. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 

100. 
101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 

105.· 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 
11 I. 
112-
113. 
_n4. 
115. 
116-
117 . 

118. 

Madras. 

Raja Sir Annln:naloi Chettiyar. Chettinad Palace. Adyar. Madra•· . 
Rao Bahadur Dr. C. B. Ramarao. Kanti Nivas. Basavengudi. Bangalore City. 
Rao Bahadur M. R. Ramaswami Sivan. Coimbatore. 
Mr. E. Vinayaka Reo. Advocate. 23. East Made St .. Mylapore. Madras. 
Mr. K. Ba!asubramania lyer. "The Ashram " Luz. Mylapore, Madraa. 
Dewan Bahadur M. Balasundaram Naidu. C. ]. E .• Ritherdon Road, Madraa. 
Mr. R. Suryanarayan Rao. Servants of India Society. Royapetta. Madraa. 
Mr.@: R. Venkataraman. Servants of India Society. Royapetta. Madras. 
Mr. v. M. Nayanar. Servants of India Society. Royapetta. Madras. 
Mr. C. R. Somayajulu. Journalist. Vizianagaram S. I. 

Punjab .. 

The:Hon'ble R. B. Lala Ramsaran Das. C.]. E. Lahore. 
The Hon'ble Dr. Sir Manohar La! Kt .. LL. D .. M. L. A .. Club Rd .. Lahore. 
Mr. B. L. Rallia Ram, Y. M. C. A .. Lahore. 
Sardar Bahadur Ujjal Singh. M. L.A. Upper Mall. Lahore. 
Khan Bahadur Sardar Habibullah. Bar-at-Law. Davis Road. Lahore. 
Sardar P, S. Sodhbans. Mcleod Road. L~hore. 
Mr. C. L. Anand. Bar-at-Law, Principal. Law Ccllege. Lahore. 
Bhagat Govind Des. Advocate. Model Town. Lahore. 
Mr. Abdul Qayum Malik. Bar-at-Law. Begum Road. Lahore. 
Main M~hd. Sharif. Advocate. Anarka!i. Lahore. 
·Diwan Bahadur S. P. Singha. M. L.A. University House. Lahore. 
R. B. Labhohand Mehra. Amritsar. 
Pandit Haradut!a Sharma. Servants of India Society. 27. Maclagan Road. 

. Lahore. . 
Mr. Banwarilal Sharma. 

Central Provinces & Berar. 

119. Dewan Bahadur K. V. Bramha. C. I. E .. M. B. E .. Advocate. Nagpur. 
120. Mr. P. Kodanda Rao. M.A.. Servants of India Society. Nagpur. 
121. Mr. N. A. Dravid. Servants of India Society. Craddock Town. Nagpur. 
122. Mr. A. D. Mani. Servants of India Society. Craddock. Town. Nagpur. 
123. Mr. K. K. Mankeswar. Auditor. Dhantoli. Nagpur. 
124. Mr. J. V. Deshpande. C/o Sir M. B. Deshpande Mahal. Nagpur. 
125. Mr· K. S. Bharadwaj. Manager. The "Hitevad", Nagpu•· 
126. Mr. N. B. Chandorker. Advocate. Dhantoli, Nagpur. 

Behar,' Orissa & Anam. 

127. Mr. L. N. Sahu. M.A .. Servants of India Society. Cuttack. 

128. Rai Bahadur K. L. Barua. Shillong. 
129. Mr. Chandra· Barua. Jorhat. Assam-


