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INTRODUCTION.

The accompanying monograph is an attempt at an economic
survey of the village of Kalale in the Nanjangud Taluk, Mysore
District. It has been written under my direction by Mr. Kalale Subba
Rao, B.A., who is employed in the Mysore Provincial Co-operative
Apex Bank, Bangalore, and is based upon materials gathered by
him. The survey is necessarily imperfect on account of various
difficulties incidental to economic investigations in the present
level of our knowledge relating to this branch of life and the statis-
tics given cannof also be said to be correct to a figure in every
cagse. The survey, however, brings to light two factors, the first of
which needs remedial measures and the second of which needs more
encouragement than at present—

(1) The stoppage of exploitation by money-lenders of cultivat-
ing ryots much to the prejudice of the latter ;

(2) the necessity for the adoption of improved methods of
cultivation so as to enable the agriculturists to hold their
own against exploitation and for increasing the yield from
the land and thereby promoting a higher standard of life.

The establishment of co-operative societies, not to speak of other
means of help, seems to me eminently fitted to bring relief to the
rural people of limited means and of limited horizon. Ifis intended
that this monograph should serve as a guide to those who are
desirous of rural reconstruction, as well as for those who are anxi-
ous for the wider development of co-operation as a means towards
rural reconstruction. :

It is the desire of the Mysore Co-operative Propagandist Insti-
tute to initiate measures to establish about two hundred mvdel
rural co-operative societies in the course of about two years in
selected villages in all the taluks of the State, and it is also hoped
that preliminary investigations on the lines mentioned in this
monograph before a society is established, will go a great way to
avoid some of the pitfalls in the way of Co-operative Societies
especially in the earlier years of their working. It will be no pre-
sumption if & statement is ventured that the monograph gives in-
sight into some of the other spheres of life of the simple folk of our
villages.

M. Srama Rao,
 President,
Mysore Co-operative Propagandist Institute,~”
Bangalore. of
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