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Hundred years of commodity prices in Pune 
market, 1761-1860 

.Statistical tables presented here put forth aeries of 

prices for15* important commodities in Pune market between 

the years 1760-61 and 1859-60. They are mostly wholesale 

prices. Where retail prices are given, -they are mentioned 

so accordingly. 

I Sources 

For compiling statistical aeries on the aubje.ct, no 

single, homogeneous and comprehensive source, published 

or unpublished, was available. Therefore, a number of 

sources had to be consulted as follows: 

1) Unpublished archival soUrces (Pune Archives) 

a) Prant Ajmas Puna Rumala . 
b) Ghadni Rumals 

c) Documents in a section called, 'Selected Papers 

for Besearch' (Samshodhanasathi Niwadlele Kagad) 

d) Paimash Dattar, 

e) Dakshin Commissioner Daftar (ll'larathi), and 

f) xhasgi Daftar 

2) Published Government Papers 

a) Survey and Settlement Reports of the Government 

of Bombay; "Papers : Revision Survey Settlement 

( 1890) 25 Government Villages of the Haveli taluka". 

These papers contain tables giving prices of 

jowar, bajra, wheat, rice and gram. They are 

-----------------------
* Bajra, jowar, wheat, rice, dal of gram, dal of turi, 

karale, sesamum, salt, edible oil, gur, ghee, firewood, 
silver, gold 
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presented in terms of measured seer~ (1 ~ 

80 tolas) per rupee. The series starts from the 

year 18,8-39 and continues beyond 1859-60. 

b) Sir H. Bartle Edward Frere's 'l>lemorandum on Prices 

in western India' (appears as Appendix no. 4) in 

Great Britain, House of Commons, Select Committee 
. 

on East India Finance, Report and Minutes of · 

Evidence, {Parl. Paper, 363, London, 1871, pp. 

613-626) mentions the'report of a Price Commission 
' 

of 1863 appointed by tbeGovernment of Bombay and 

contains price"tables for wheat, jowar, rice, 

firewood, ghee, mutton, fowls, for the cities of 

Bombay, Poona, Belgaum and Ahmedabad for the years 

1824 to 1863 • 
. 

The Report was not available at the Bombay 

Archives, but was traced at the India Office 

Library, London, and a photo-c~py of the same is 

now available at the Library of the Gokhale 

Institute of Politics and Economics, Puna. 

c) Bombay Government Gazettes give monthly price 

tables for all important commodities from June 
I 

1855 onwards. The price quotations are 'Retail 

Prices per Company Rupee'; ~he quantities 

Bombay Presidency (Bombay, 1868) contains 8Tain 

prices for some years between 1775 and 1867 for 

different areas. 



3) Books 

a) H. Green, The Deccan Ryots and their Land Tenure 

(Bombay, 1852) contains avera£e market pricea of 

different commodities for Pune city for some years 

between 1775 and 1829, and for 1852. (Referred to 

as Green). 

b) \'l.H. Sykes, 'Prices of the cerealia and other 
-

edibles in India and England compared', Journal 

of the Royal Statistical Society of London, Vol. 10 

Nov. 1847. 

q) I~~G. Chapekar,_ Peshwaich.ya Savaleet (Puna, 1937). 

After taking down price data as and where available in 

various sources, it was necessary to make selection out of them, 

correlate figures from different sources, and put the selected 

figures in a standardised form. In fact, this was tba crucial 

part of the entire work. The figures as they appear finally in 

the tables in the following sheets, are expressed in terms of 

kilograms of a commodity available for a standard rupee having 

a specific weight of silver (discussed later). Prices of gold 

and silver, bowever,are expressed in terms of rupees per tola 

(11.66 grammes). 

1. Unpublished archiyal sources: The Rumals in Ghadni 

and Prant Ajmas sections include account sheets giving the 

details of transactions involving various commodities. It 

can be said that the data available in various rumals in the 

sections of Ghadni and .Prarit Ajmas ~re.- dependable and oi' good 

quality. Generally, the required data are available in certain 

specific papers in the Rumals. While making a choice between 

one available data and another, however, the nature of specific 

transaGtion has been taken into account. For example, price 

figures of actual transaction of sale and purchase have been 



4 

preferred to the money provisions made for intanding 

transactions. 

Rumals under Gbadni and J?une l?rant .Ajmas have been 

more particularly useful for the prices ruling between 

1760-61 and 1804-05. \'l'hen price figures for Puna market 

(proper) were not available, the prices at a nearby place 

have been considered and selected •. L~apera in J?rant Ajmas .L Some. 

Rumals relate to the fort of Simbagad, very near Pune, and 

give price figures for voluminous transactions (involving 

hundreds of khandis of various commodities) for a fairly good 

number of years. They have,therefore, proved to be an important 

major source for price figures for this period. 

In almost all cases, information was avaUable 

about the magnit~de of the local seer. Adjustments 

regarding the magnitude of the common Puna seer were made -
accor~ingly. In very rare cases, the given local seer has 

been considered as equal to the seer at Pune in the absence of 

any other information to the contrary. 

When two or more price figures for a given commodity 

for the same date/year were available in different sources, 

the movement of price of a related commodity (e.g., bajra 

and jowar, gram and turi etc.) during that year was taken 

into account, to choose one price figure from another. The 

relevance of the overall situation was also kept in view. 

Certain ratios relating to weights and measures were 

found to be mentioned in various documents. They were useful 

for filling in the gaps of required prices, or improvine 

tha com~~~~1il1~y oi ~c~~~ered and varying data. 

One such ratio gave the volume of rice as half of the 

paddy from which it was obtained (Document C 8034 in Packet 11 

of Rumal 3, Ghadni). Another ratio gave the volume of 'd&l of 

turi' to that of its corresponding 1turi 1 as 3:4 (iaimash 
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Daftar Rumal no. 134). 

Due to the non-availability of original figures, 

certain prices have been presumed to be existing in the 

case of bajra for 6 different years scattered over the entire 

period of 100 years. The years are: (i) 1760-61 and (ii) the 

period between 1831-32 and 1835-36 (both year~ included). Factors 

governing the prices of bajra and jowar are very similar in all 

respects like production, distribution and consumption • So, 

the 1presumed 1 prices for bajra are based on the available 

price trend of jowar in the corresponding years. The ratio 

between the average price of bajra to that of jowar for the 

available five following years, was used for computing the 

price of bajra for 1760-61. Forth~ period of five years, 

1831-32 to 1835-36, prices of 5 preceding years and 3 following 

years were considered; One can draw one•s conclusion about 

the reliability of this procedure keeping in view that these 
' 

ratios were, respectively, 0.81 and 0.79. 

Paimash Daftar was relied upon exclusively for the 

period between 1805-06 and 1830-31. Other Rumals were 

consulted only when the relevant data were not available in 

that Daftar, e.g., prices of salt between 1805-06 and 1807-Q8, 

price of gnee in 1805-06, etc. 

Compilers of the Paimash Daftar computed a weighted 

average daily price of the commodity, taking into account the 

available transactions on a given day for a given commodity. 

BOnthly average price was arrived at on the basis of a simple 

avera89 of daily prices, and the yearly price was taken to 

be a simple average of monthly prices. When the price at a 

nearby village was considered in~ absence of relevant 

information for Pune market, adjustments were made not only 

for the differences between local weights and capacities 
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and those at Pune, but also for transport and octroi duties, 

that would have been paid, had the commodity been actually 

brought for sale at Pune. Ultimately, all kaili, or, 

capacity seers were uniformly expressed in terms of a kaili 

seer of 100 AnkuShi rupee bhar (defined later) and all vazani, 

or, weight seers in terms of a seer weighing 80 Ankushi 

rupee coins. 

2. Published p:oyernment reports: These were used 

largely to obtain data about prices during the period from 

18}1-}2 to 1859-60. Settlement Reports, 'Memorandum on 

prices in westernindia' (1871) Report by Sir H.J.E. Frere, and 

Bombay Government Gazettes 18}2 to 1860 were of particular 

use in this regard, in that order. 

}. Price figures appearine in certain contemporary 

works mentioned abo~e have been used only when none of the above 

original sources could be of any help. 

II Weights, measures, and units of currency 

Of the 12 commodities falling under foodgrains and 

related items, the prices of nine of them have been expressed 

in original sources, in terms of capacity seers per rupee 

(kaili), for the period from 1760-61 to 18}0-}1. These nine 

commodities are: bajra, jowar, wheat, rice,dal of gram, 

dal of turi, karale, sesame and .salt. For remaining three 

commodities, namely, edible oil, gur and ghee, prices are 

exprea3ed in original sources, a~ weight {vazani) seers 

per rupee (for tb3 same period). 

So far as the period between the years 1831-32 and 

1859-60 is concerned, all the available price figures are 

expressed in terms of •tolas' per rupee, or, 'pounds' 

(avoirdupois) per rupee. ~owever, Green (1852) gives a few 

prices of above-mentioned nine commodities in terms of capcity 
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seers per rupee throughout. 

The price of firewood has been expressed in terms of 

vazani seers, of some given standard, per rupee, throughout 

the period of 100 years and could easily be converted to 

the form of so many kilograms per rupee. 

So was the case with gold and sil!er, the prices of 

which were available in terms of rupees per •tola' throughout. 

III Standardization 

Efforts have been made here to present all prices, 

except those of gold and silver, in terms of kilograms per 

Ankushi Rupee. 

The unit of currency, namely, the Ankushi .Rupee, was 

used for transactions in Pune market throughout the period 

of 100 years. However, after 1835, the H.I.Co • .Rupee (also 

known as 'Suratee Rupee•) gradually gained dominance in 

the markets and government offices. 

The enactment of the Legislative Department of the 

Bombay Government, dated 17th August 1835, in this regard, 

said: 

"I. .Be it enacted, that from the first day of 
September 1835, the undermentioned Silver Coins 
only shall be coined at the Mint within tbe 
Territories of the East India Company - A 
Rupee, to be denominated the Company • s Rupee ••• " 
(.aombay Governnent Gazette, 1835, P• 387). 

The Ankushi Rupee coin was, however, freely 

accepted at the fixed rate of 100 Ankushi rupee~ a 95.92 

Company rupees. 

The relationship between tolas, gramme a and pounds . 

was as follows: 

1 Tola = 11.66380 Grammes, and 

1 Kilogram = 2.20462 Pounds (avoirdupois) 

The other two relationships which follow from the 

above are: 
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1 Kilogram = 85.7353 Tolas, and 

1 Pound (avoirdupois) = 38.8889 Tolas. 

Conversion of capacity seers per rupee into kilograms per rupee 

The •capacity seer• which was used in the market of 

Pune city, when fully filledr contained within it wheat 

weighing 97.5 Ankushi rupee coins. (Paima.Bh Daftar Rumal 

No. 6). · This was called as bhar of 97.5 in terms of wheat.· 

One Ank:ushi rupee coin weighed 88 Gunjas. (Ghad.ni 

Ruma.l no. 640). 

Thus, the weight of 97.5 Ankushi rupee coins turned 

out to be: 

(97.5 x 88) ~ 96 Tolas, or, 89.375 Tolas 
or~ 1.04245 Kilograms. 

Allowing some elements of approximation, ¥hat applied 

to wheat also applied to bajra, jow~r, dal of gram, dal of 

turi, and salt. (Ref. ·Bombay Gazette, Vol. 44 Dhule: No. 1 

(1865) p. 51. Also, Ghadni Rumal 46:1:126820). 

So far as rice in the Pune market was concerned, a 

detailed exercise made by revenue officers of considering 

the p~yli map or capacity unit of 16 shops in the city, 

in 1830, showed that, on an average, rice was 1.027 times 

heavier than wheat of the same volume. 

100.17 ~ 97.50 = 1.027 (Paimash Rumal no. 60) • • 

As is known well, karale and sesame are considerably 

lighter than wheat. From actual observation, wheat weighed 

7/5 times heavier relative to sesame .and karale of equal 

volume. 

Vazani units 

Prices of commodities as available after 1830-31, 

are expr&ssed in vazani unite per rupee (mostly, tolae or 

pounds) and could be easily converted to the form of 
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kilograms per rupee, using one of the four relationships 

mentioned above. 

The above discussion rel~ting to standardization 

baa been summarized in the following table: 

Multipiication Factors converting the 
originally given form of seers per rupee 
to the form of kilograms pe~ rupee 
(Puna market only): 

(1) Jowar, Bajra, Wheat, Dal of Turi 

Period Original form l1ultiplication Factor 
leading to the form· 

1760-61 to 
1804-05 
1836-37, 
1837-38, 
1851-52 

1805-06 to 
.1830-31 

1760-61 to 
1805-06 

1806-07 to 
1830-31 

1760-61 to 
1807-08 
1851-52 

1808-09 to 
1830-31 

1760-61 to 
1814-15 

1760-61 to 
1804-05 
1851-52 

1805-o6 to 
1830-31 

1760-61 to 
1830-31 
1851-52 

------------------- 2!_!~~-~~r-r~~~~----

Capacity seers per 
rupee 

Capacity seers per 
rupee 

(2) "Dal of Gram 

Capacity seers per 
rupee 

Capacity seers per 
rupee 

(3) ~ 

(4) 

Capacity seers per 
. rupee 

Capacity aeers·per 
rupee 

Rice· -
Capacity seers per 
rupee 

(5) Karale and Sesame 

Capacity seers per 
rupee 

I 
Capacit,y seers per 
rupee 

1.04245 

1.06918(a) 

1.04245 

1.06918 

1.04245 

1.06918 

(6) Edible oil, gur, ghee, Firewood etc. 

Vazani seers per 0.855345(e) 
rupee 

(1 seer = 80 Ankushi 
rupee coins) ... 



Period 

1828-29 to 
1859-60 

1823-24 to 
1859-60 

10 

Original form 

-------------------
Vazani seers per rupee 
(1 Seer= 80 ~olas) 

Pounds (avoirdupois) 
per rupee 

---------------------
100 

(a) 1.04245 X ------- = 1.06918 
97.5 

100.17 
(b) 1.04245 X--------- = 1.07 

97.5 
5 

(c) 1.04245 X--- = 0.7446 
7 

5 
(d) 1~06918 X--- .= 0.7637 

7 

(e) Weight of 80 Ankushi rupee coins 

Multiplication Factor 
leading to the form 
~!_!~~-E~!-!~E!~----

0.933104(f) 

0.453593(g) 

= 80X 88 Gunjas (Ghadni Rumal no. 640) 

= 80 X 88 
------- ~olas 

96 
= 73.3333 Tolas 

= 73.3333 
------- Kg. = 0.855345 Kg. 
85.7353 

(f) 80 Tolas = 80 X 11.66380 gms. 

= 933.104 gJDS. = 0.933104 Kg. 

{g) 1 
1 Poun4 (avoirdupois) = . ---------

2.20462 

= 0.453593 K8· 

Kg. 



Table A 

Five-year Moving Averages of the Prices of Jowar and Bajra, 
1760-61 to 1859-60 in the Pune market (Kgs. per Rupee) 

----------------------------------------------------------Years Five-year Moving Years Five-year l'loV,ing 
averages averages 

---------------- -----~---------Jowar Bajra Jaw~ Bajra 
---------------------------- ---------------------------
1760-61 - 179~-94 18.6~ 14.26 
1761-62 1794-95 19.95 14.26 

' 1762-6~ 26.57 21.26 . 1795-96 19.95 15.41 
176~-64 24.19 19.72 1796-97 19.5~ 15.~1 

1764-65 2~.15 19.56 1797-98 16.78 14.90 
1765-66 22.7~ 19.98 1798-99 17.62 15.16 
1766-67 21.05 21.04 1799-1800 18.66 16.8~ 

1767-68 1.9.80 20.14 1800-01 19.21 17.17 
1768-69 20.69 20.56 18()1.02 20.59 17.15 
1769-70 22.1~ 21.50 1802-0~ 21.04 14.84 
1770-71 22.80 20.56 180~-04 18.45 13.44 
1771-72 22.6~ 18.94 1804-Q5 16.82 11.95 
1772-7~ 24.07 19.50 1805-06 ,18.76 13.53 
177~-74 24.91 21.11 1806-07 18.82 15.67 
1774-75 2~.6~ 20.22 1807-08 ·19.59 18.31 
1775-76 2~.05 21.06 1808-09 21.02 19.~4 
1776-77 2~.27 21.70 1809-10 20.66 18.97 
1777-78 22.62 21.8~ 1810-11 19.14 17.49 
1778-79 23.44 21.9~ 1811-12 19.42 16.95 
1779-80 25.14 2~.42 1812-13 20.87 17.51 
1780-81 26.2~ 24.29 1813-14 23.56 19.03 
1781-82 28.15 25.8~ 1814-15 26.98 21.12 
17,82-8~ 29.26 27.68 1815-16 27.~1 21.17 
178~-84 29.47 28.~~ 1816-17 26.10 20.~3 
1784-85 28.70 28.20 1817-18 2~.72 18.56 
1785-86 26.51 25.87 1818-19 20.67 16.82 
1786-87, 25.52 24.~0 1819-20 21.14 17.~0 
1787-88 25.~0 22.30 1820-21 "30.04 22.64 
1788-89 22.56 20.81 1821-22 ~1.01 23.16 
1789-90 19.94 18.31 1822-23 ~0.5~ 22.77 
1790-91 18.86 16.84 1823-24 ~3.03 24.41 -
1791'-92 17.77 15.40 1824-25 ~5.02 25.87 
1792~93 1~.62 14.89 1825-26 28.41 22.98 

••• 



~able A contd ••• 

-----------------------------------~------------------------Years Five-year Moving Years Five-year lwlovin& 
Averages Averages 

---------------- --------------Jowar Bajra Jowar Bajra 

------------------------------------------------------------
1826-27 31.98 26.45 1843-44 35.37 26.78 
1827-28 36.15 29.07 1844-45 31.54 22.86 
1828-29 38.11 30.89 1845-46 33.03 24.35 
1829-30 35.63 29.21 1846-47 36.21 25.75. 
1830-31 34.35 27.36 1847-48 39.00 27.43 
1831-32 33.99 26.59 1848-49 40.68 28.55 
1832-33 32.92 26.34 1849-50 43.67 31.54 
1833-34 30.49 24.10 1850-51 42.55 30.61 
1834-35 30.75 24.66 1851-52 37.79 28.37 
1835-36 35.42 27.52 1852-53 34.81 26.13 
1836-37 35.47 27.34 1853-54 34.43 27.06 
1837-38 38.34 29.48 1854-55 32.75 26.50 
1838-39 39.81 30.82 1855-56 29.39 24.45 
1839-40 41.63 •31.17 1856-57 28.18 23.61 
1840-41 39.99 30.28 1857-58 29.67 23.98 
1841-42 40.87 30.37 1858-59 -
1842-43 38.17 29.02 1859-60 

---------------------------------------------------------------

••• 



Table B 

-------------------------------------------------------------Years Index Nwnber Years Index Nwnber 
------------ -----~---------Jowar Bajra Jowar Bajra 

---------------------------------------------~------~---
1760-61 109 95 1793-9"4 75 54 
1761-62 109 90 1794-95 109 81 
1762-63 100 90 1795-96 85 77 
1763-64 111 84 1796-97 79 63 
1764-65 104 99 1797-98 50 59 ' 
1765-66 61 62 1798-99 67 52 
1766-67 88 87 1799-1800 54 72 
1767-68 92 99 1800-01 102 82 
1768-69 78 107 1801-02 100 99 
1769-70 78 80 1802-03 61 66 
1770-71 83 71 1803-04 '94 51 
.1771-72 112 107 1804-Q5 63 22 
1772-73 105 79 1805-06 50 52 
1773-74 74 72 1806-07 68 67 
1774-75 107 92 1807-Q8 100 100 
1775-76 99 106 1808-09' 96 97 
1776-77 87 88 1809-10 79 79 
1777-78 94 97 1810-11 79 74 
1778-79 -18 86 1811-12 60 59 
1779-80 94 95 1812-13 70 68 
1780-81 .116 108 1813-14 101 86 
1781-82 121 120 1814-15 108 91 
1782-83 116 116 1815-16 133 107 
1782-83 117 119 1816-17 129 104 
1783-84 117 135 1817-18 76 69 
1784-85 120 122 1818-19 77 68 
1785-86 105 117 1819-20 60 53 
1787-88 72 66 1820-21 72 69 
1788-89 97 85 18~1-22 138 114 
1789-90 112 92 1822-23 254 184 
1790-91 65 90 1823-24 96 J~ 1791-92 53 63 1824-25 51 45 
1792-93 50 34 1825-26 122 105 

••• 



~able B contd ••• 

-----------------------------------------------~------Years Index Number .Years Index Num'be r 
------------ --------------Jowar Bajra Jowar Bajra 

----------------------------------------~-~----------
1826-27 178 146 184J-44 179 135 
1827-28 122 122 1844-45 116 113 
1828~29 168 154 1845-46 86 77 
1829-30 134 101 1846-47 93 44 
18JO-J1 161 144 1847-48 187 157 
18J1-J2 129 110 1848-49 243 165 
1832-3J 96 82 1849-50 172 149 
183J-J4 161 137 1850-51 120 101 
18J4-J5 112 96 - 1851-52 153 109 
18J5,~J6 112 96 1852-53 164 1J7 
1836-J7 1J4 122 185J-54 148 117 
1837-J8 190 144 -1854-55 112 101 
18JB-J9 162 13J 1855-56 112 121 
1839-40 170" 142 1856-57 120 97 
1840-41 142 125 1857-58 97 93 
1841-42 170 129 185a.-59 123 99 
1842-4J 157 125 1859-60 142 109 

-------------------------------~--------------~-~--~ 



Table 0 

Quinquennial Averat·.e Prices of Jowur and .Bajra 

between 1760-61 and 1859-60 in the Pune market 
·. (Kge, per rupee) . -- . --= ~ ,_ 

Quinquennia Average price Averae;e price 
of Jowar of llajra 

----------- ------------- -------------
1761-65 26,57 21.26 
1766-70 19.80 20.14 
1771-75 24.07 19.50 
1776-80 22.62 21,83 
1781-85 29.26 27.68 
1786-90 25.30 22.30 
1791-95 17.62 14.89 
1796-1000 16.78 . 14.90 
1801-05 21.04 14.84 
1806-,10 19.59 18.31 
1811-15 20,87 17.51 
1816-20 23.72 18.56 
1821-25 30.53 22.77 
1826-30 36.15 29.07 

' 1831-35 32.92 26.34 
1836-40 38.34 29.48 
1841-45 3t:J.17 29.02 
1846-50 39.00 27.43 
1851-55 34.81 . 26.13 
1856-60 29.67 23.·98 

---------~-------------------------------------~---



~able D 

Hichest and Lo~st Prices of Jo,~ar and Bajra durinFa successive Quinguennia between 1760-61 and 1859-60 
together with their corresponding Indices (1807-08-100) (Kgs. per rupee) 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I 

Quinquennia 
Jowar 

---------------------------------~--------Hi6hest 
.Price 

Lowest 
Price 

Highest 
Index 

Lowest 
Index 

Bajra. 
-----------------------------------------------Highest 
Price 

Lowest 
.Price 

Highest 
Index 

Lowest 
Index 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1761~65 25.02 27.78 100 111 19.49 23.02... '84 99 
1766-70 15.18 22.93 61 92 14.38 24•79 62 107 
1771-75 18.50 28.08 74 112 16.47 24.76 71 107 
1776-80 19.59 24.80 78 99 19.86 24.48 86 106 
1781-85 28.87 30.18 116 121 25.02 31.27 108 135 
1786-90 17.93 29.97 72 120 15.18 28.27 66 122 
1791-95 12.51 27.30 50 109 7. 79 20.85 . 34- 90 
1796-1800 12.51 21.33 50 85 11.99 17.72 52 77 

I 

1801-05 15.25 . 25.54 61 102 5~15 22.93 22 99 
1806-10 12.58 24.97 50 100 11.99 23.15 52 100 
1811-15 15.06 26.88 60 108 13.65 21.14 59 91 
1816-20 14.99 33.21 60 ·133 12.31 24.77 53 107 
1821-25 12.62 63.52 51 254 10.35 42.70 45 184 
1826-30 30.43 44.50 122 178 23.45 35.58 101 154 
1831-35 24.07 40.20 96 161 19.03 33.37 82 144 
1836-40 '28.09 47.43 112 190 22.20 33.36 96 144 
1841-45 28.93 44.79 116 179 26.13 31.26 113 135 
1846-50 21.46 60.65 86 243 10.26 38.26 44 165 

. 1851-55 27.99 41.06 112 164 23.33 31.73 101 137 
1856-60 24.26 35.46 97 142 21.46 27.99 93 121 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~---------------------



·!rable E 

Highest and Lowest Prices of Jowar and Bajra during eight specific ~riode between 1760-61 and 
1859-60 together with their corresponding Indices (1807-Q8 = 100) 

(Xgs. per ru.pee) 

------------------------------- ----------------·-------------------------.------------
Periods Jowar Bajra 

---------------------------------- --------------------------------Highest Lowest Highest Lowest Highest Lowest Highest Lowest 
----------------------------------------------------------------------~--------------

1762-68 15.18 27.78 61 111 ' 14.38 23.02 62 99 

1769-74 18.50 28.08 74 H2 16.47 24~79 71 107 

1775-79 "19.59 26.84 78 107 19.86 24.48 86 106 

1780-85 23.57 30.18 94 121 22.01 31.27 95 1:55 

1786-93 12.51 29.97 50 120 7-79 28.27 34 122 

1794-1805 12.51 27.30 50 109 5.15 22.93 22 99 

1806-50 12.58 63.52 50 254 10.26 42.70 44 184 

1851-60 24.26 41.06 97 164 ·21.46 31.73 93 137 

--------------------------------------------~---------------------------------------------------
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Graph No.1: Five-year Moving Average Prices of Jowar and Bajra in Pune market, 1762-63 to 1857-58 A.D. 

(Kgs. per Rupee) 
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Average yearly prices of different commodities in the Pune market, 1760-61-~o ·1859-60 
(in Kilograms per rupee) 

-----------------------·--------------Tur dal 5esamum Karale Salt Edible Gur Ghee Firewood 
oil 

-y;;;;-J~~;;---iiaj;;--,.h;;t-~~----G~ 
(husked) dal 

( 1) <2>---w-----(4) ____ (5)--(6) (7) (8) ____ (9) ___ (10)---,-1-1 )--,-1·2)-( ,-) ---(14)--

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------~---------------------------------------------------
1760-61 27.10 
1761-62 27.10 
1762-63 
1763-64 
1764-65 
1765-66 
17€6-67 
1767-68 
1768-69 
1769-70 
1770-71 
1771-72 
1772-73 
1773-74 
1774-75 
1775-76 
1776-77 
1777-78 
1778-79 
1779-80 
1780-81 
1781-82 
1782-85 
1783-84 
1784-65 
1785-86 
1786-87 
1787-88 
1788-89 
1789-90 

25.02 
27.78 
25.87 
15.18 
21.89 
22.93 
19.:59 
19.60 
20.6:5 
28,08 
26.:52 
18.50 . 
26.84 
24.80 
21.70 
23.43 
19.59 
2:5.57 
28.93 
30.18 
28.87 
29.19 
29.13 
29.97 
26.32 
17.93 
24.23 
26,04 

22.08 
20.85 
20.85 
19.49 
23.02 
14.:58 
20.07 
22.93 
24.79 
18.53 
16.47 
24.76 
18.24 
16.68 
21.:57 
24.48 
20.:52 
22.46 
19.86 
22.01 
25.02 
27.7:5 
26.84 
27.56 
:51.27 
28.27 
27.08 
15.18 
19.70 
21.25 

14.59 
16.68 

13.09 
14.59 
13.10 
18,06 
27.:57 
23.14 
17.71 
14.59 
18.72 
12.04 
16.68 
16.68 
17.2:5 
19.29. 
22.50 
22.9:5 
21.54 
22.93 . 
26,00 
27,62 
25.60 
18,f6 
26,06 
23.53 
11.5:5 
15.87 
15.27 

12.84 

17.06 
12.84 
1}.54 
8.56 

12.97 
16.46 
1:5.49 
11.94 
16.18 
13.1t 
12.84 
18.96 
16.:5:5 
15.92 
16.68 
14.47 
14.17 
15.22 
11.75 
12.84 
11.50 
14.98 
1}.84 
10.70 
10.76 
16.25 
13.11 

28.14 
12.51 
12.51 
13.78 
10.80 
9.:58 

13.15 
25.02 
18.26 

9.85 
12.51 
, .. 12 

"·'' 10.95 
12.51 
13.70 
\:5.29 
14.56 
13.81 
21.93 
21.89 
16.29 
21.89 
21.89 
14.16 
19.55 
19.55 
13.55 
15.11 
11.37 

16.68 
18.76 
21.89 
13.22 
20.97 
14.62 • 
16.19 
27.77 
17.40 
11.81 
12.51 
9.55 

,,;u 
13.10 
12.77 
1:5.67 
16,01 
16.45 
15.57 
19.99 
20.85 
2:5.84 
21.05 
20,88 
20.:58 
21,83 

. 20,33 
10,01 
13.04 
17.98 

8.94 
9.53 

11.62 
11.91 

8.94 

8.94 
9.69 

I 

9~04 

8.94 
9.5:5 
9.5:5. 
8.94 
8.94 
9.68 
9.53 

8.94 

9.53 
5.96 
8.94 
8.94 

.... 

24.86 
41.34 
35.44 
41.70 
:53.36 
26.29 

. :54.S:~ 
44.40 
41 .• 70 
41.'59 
~6.4:5 

:53.:56 
29.19 
29.19 
29.54 
:51.1:5 
38.48 
:59.81 
:57.93 
:52.5f 
:58,05 
33.36 
33.36 
J4.14 
33.36 
33.36 
43.45 

4.70 
2.91 
4.28 
4.56 
4.41 
6.42 
4.76 
2.55 
:5.82 
4.28 
4.84 
4.77 
4-75 
4.22 
4.19 
4.:55 
5.09 
5.n 
5.60 
4.78 
4.70 
4.69 
4.28 
5.41 
5.30 
:5.:54 
4>28 
4.53 

3.53 
:5.85 
:5.49 
6,68 
5.99 
7.18 
8.43 
6.84 
5.82 
6.39 
4.28 
5.10 
4o92 
5.70 
6,6:5 
4.67 
8.20 
5.86 
5.99 
7.19 
6.84 
6.69 
7.:50 
7.47 
7.02 
7.57 
4.94 

1.28 

1.31 
1.71 
1.71 
1.37 
1.12 . 
1.71 
1.51 
1.64 
1.73 
1.82 
1.61 
1.64 
1.71 
1.98 
1.91 
1. 75 
1.71 
1.79 
1.57 
1.71 
1.92 
1.92 
2.16 
2.51 
2.16 
2.57 
2.14 

I 

72.90 
97.72 

97.72 
87.95 
97.72 
97.72 
97.72 
97.72 
97.72 
85.50 
76.00 
85.50 
97.72 
85.50 
97.72 

104.78 
52.76 

109.44 
114.00 

118.74 
111.67 
118.96 
121.60 
118.96 
124.36 
118.96 
114.5~ 

114.00 



contd... Prices of different commodities, Pune market (kce. per rupee) 

--<1> ________ <2> _______ c;) ______ <4> ______ <5> ______ <6> _____ -r7~-----~----<9~----<1o~----<;;)---~2>----r;;~-----<,4~-----
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1790-91 
1791-92 
1792-9} 
179}-94 
1794-95 
1795-96 
1796-97 
1797-98 
1798-99 
1799-1600 
1000-01 
1001-D2 
1802-0} 
1803-04 . 
1804-05 
1805-06 
1806-07 
1807-08 
1808-09 
1809-10 
1810-11 
1811-12 
1512-13 
1813-14 
1~,4-15 

1815-16 
1516-17 
1617-18 
1818-19 
1519-20 
1620-21 
1821-22 
1522-23 

• Hl23-2~ 

16.29 
13.2} 
12.51 
15.76 
27.30 
21.33 
19.84 
12.51 
16.68 
13.55 
25.54 
25.02 
15.25 
2}.59 
15.80 
12.58 
16.88 
24.97 
23.86 
19.67 
19.73 
15.06 
17.37 
25.29 
26.88 
33.21 
32.15 
19.02 
19.22 
14.99 
17.96 
34.52 
63.52 
24.05 

20.85 
14.59 
7.79 

12.51 
18.70 
17.72 
14.57 
13.55 
11.99 
16.68 
19.02 
22.9} 
15.25 
11.86 
5.15 

11.99 
15.49 
23.15 
22.55 
18.35 
17.16 
13.65 
15.72 
19.87 
21.14 
24.77 
24.12 
15.97 
15.65 
12.31 
16.06 
26.49 
42.70 
18.24 

14.46 
16.68 
8.90 
8.34 

13.69 
8.60 
9.38 

12.51 
11.47 
9.38 

13.29 
17.09 
12.77 
10.16 
3.75 
9.30 
9.11 

16.91 
16.06 
16.37 
13.35 
12.12 
13.27 
14.15 
14.99 
18.38 
19.73 
16.93 
12.86 
11.74 
15.1) 
24.43 
27.65 
16.16 

6.96 
8.43 
9.36 
6.42 

14.98 
13.11 
13.}1 
9.63 

10.70 
10.70 
13.81 
10.07 
8.56 
9.63 
4.28 
8.89 

10.10 
10.57 
12.16 
12.35 
10.90 
13.11 
10.77 
10.79 
10.13 
12.94 
15.27 
15.59 
15.3.3 
13.12 
12.38 
16.40 
24.39 
12.89 

12.51 
11.26 

4.71 
5.47 

15.80 
5.08 
6.79 

10.42 
9.38 
8.34 

11. 7} 

16.39 
11.29 
6.98 
3.85 
5.76 
7.03 

15.08 
15.24 
17.10 
11., 
9.86 

10.50 
10.87 
12.32 
14.74 
14.75 
11.}9 
10.83 
11.)2 
13.61 
17.18 
2}.28 
15.40 

11.19 
11.13 
8.34 
8.34 

14.85 
8.34 
8.56 
8.86 
,9.}8 

8.)4 
1}.81 
16.42 
11.21 
7.85 
;.10 
8.16 
8.58 

14.16 
16.37 
15.80 
10.93 
8.60 

11.02 
13.09 
16.01 
13.80 
11.33 
10.32 
7.86 
9.66 

12.76 
18.59 
28.04 
12.20 

5.96 
8.94 
5.96 
8.94 
3.72 
8.19 

6.70 
~-51 
3.35 
2.14 
7.15 
7.73 
8.18 
9.60 

12.27 
8.14 
6.T7 
9.22 
8.29 

10.23 
\3.35 
10.94 
8.19 
9.20 
8.85 
7.08 
8.37 

17.03 
s.39 

8.64 
9.19 

10.79 
12.60 
16.96 
\1.18 
10.17 
10.71 
9.77 

13.91 
16.75 
14.15 

·12.52 
11.78 
11.63 
9.8; 

11.55 
21.35 
1 1.t:l4 

39.61 
;;.;6 
33.34 
31.27 
31.27 
28.53 
23.44 
26.06 
41.70 
29.19 
,;.36 
28.41 
18.44 
}3.}6 

22.93 
27.62 
37o53 
37.53 
45.73 
41.58 
41.52 
40.13 
34.59 
42.84 
45.78 
4}.56 
40.84 
29.39 
40.52 
45.45 
4}.57 
46.96. 
41.80 
40.92 

4.00 
4.21 
2.14 
2.34 
4.11 
3.72 
2.82 
3.oo 
3.42 
4-49 
3.89 
;.86 
3.42 
2.44 
1.27 
2.47 
2.37 
3o40 
3.72 
4-55 
2.56 
2.'87 
3.16 
3.03 
4o06 
4.78 
;.sa 
3o54 
;.;a 
;.05 
2.88 

3.77 
6.24 
4o1\ 

5.16 
5.51 !i., 
;.21 
3.51 
3.75 
3.75 
3.42 
4o70 
3.85 
3.53 
4o49 
4.60 
3.91 
2.07 
2.45 
2.77 
3.74 
6.45 
7.68 
6.51 
6.00 
4o87 
5o 56 
6.39 
6.98 
6.31 
5.96 
5.23 
s.u ... 
4.28 
5.13 
6.91 
6.98 

2.27 
2.21 
1 .. 37 
1.50 
1.81 
1.50 
1.26 
1.50 
0.97 
2.14 
1.68 
2.25 
1.21 
1.45 
1.05 
1.7} 
1.78 
1o26 
1.25 
1.72 
1.50 
1.}2 
1.66 
1.39 
1.41 
1.70 
1.82 
1.31 
1.39 
1.8} 
1.86 
1.60 
1. 79 
2.04 

114.00 
101.}4 
78.17 

91.20 

34.20 

- . 
114.00 
111.67 

114.00 

100.40 
69.02 
81.2} 

10}.48 

82.12 

99.49 

154.22 



contd... Pricec of different commodities, Pune market (kgs. per rupee) 

-------------------------------------------- ----------------------------=(1!====--====I~I=====-i3> _______ (4) _______ <5l _______ <6l_ ______ 1Zl_ ____ _i~2--------i9) ____ i!2l ____ _i!1l_ ___ i1ll ____ il~-----1!il __ 

1824-25 
1625-26 
1626-27 
1827-26 
1828-29 
1529-30 
1830-31 
1831-32 
1832-33 
1833-34 
1834-35 
1835-36 
1836-37 
1837-38 
183~39 

1639-40 
1840-41 
1841-42 
1842-43 
1643-44 
1844-45 
1845-46 
1846-47 

. 1647-48 
1648-49 
1849-50 
1850-51 
1851-52 
1852-53 
1853-54 
1854-55 
1855-56 
1656-57 
1857-55 
1858-59 
1659-60 

12.62 
30.43 
44.50 
30.46 
41.90 
33.47 
40.20 
32.10 
24.07 
40.12 
28.09 
28.09 
33.36 
47.43 
40.36 
42.46 
35.46 
42.46 
39.19 
44.79 
28.93 
21.46 
23.33 
46.66 
60.65 
42.92 
29.86 
38.26 
41.06 
36.86 
27.99 
27.99 
29.&6 
24.26 
30.79 
35.46 

10.35 
24.27 
33.78 
28.26 
35.58 
23.45 
33.37 
25.37 
19.03 
31.71 
22.20 
22.20 
26.15 
33.36 
30.79 
32.89 
28.93 
29.86 
28.93 
31.26 
26.13 
17.73 
10.26 
36.39 
38.26 
34.52 
23.33 
25.19 
31.73 
27.06 
23.33 
27.99 
22.39 
21.46 
22.86 
2~.19 

10.18 
17.74 
21.60 
20.24 
23.95 
22.94 
24.94 
20.53 
15.40 
18.48 
19.50 
21.55 
22.58 
23.61 
16.33 
17.50 
19.13 
23.33 
20.99 
23.79 
20.99 
14.93 
13.06 
16.80 
27.99 
24.26 
21.46 
23.33 
24.26 
24.26 
21.46 
15.86 
20.06 
18.66 
20.99 
20.99 

11.42 
1:5.82 
18.55 
17.20 
13.80 
12.74 
12.74 
12.74 
12.74 
13.81 
15.92 
14.86 
15.92 
14.86 
12.60 
14.93 
13.06 
14.93 
14.93 
15.86 
14.93 
14.00 . 
13.06 
15.40 
15.86 
14.93 
15.86 
15.40 
14.00 
14.93 
14.93 
14.93 
12.60 
12.13 
11.66 

10.26 

7.01 6.35 
14.07 15•73 
15.97 15.30 
19.17 16.82 
22.52 24.48 
19.52 21.38 
20.38 24.19 

9.68 • 

17.32 
18.90 
14.35 
17.15 
19.60 - I 

21.69 
17.50 
9.45 ·-
9.80 

17.50 
26.59 
17.50 
19.60 
17.50 19.81 
18.90 
17.50 
16.45 16.95 
19.25 17 .6G 
16.10 15.11 
14.00 17.94 
16.80 23.07 

17.50 19.24 

6.16 
11.07 
11.84 
12.72 
16.61 
13.09 
15.69 

11.91 

13.69 
14.97 
13.14 
15-64 
14 .oo 

11.92 

9-39 
12.94 

. 15-43 
15.43 
19.44 
16.83 
19.83 

-, 
1 

32.91 2.79 
41.94 3.47 
44.61 4-53 
46.67 4.85 
49.05 
41.30 
44.87 

I -

27.10 6.20 

24.64 5.35 
24.72 5.62 
23.74 5.62 
2}.95 6.00 
21.70 6.5:~ 

20,21 5.63 

5.10 1.27 
4.72 1.72 
4.47 2.00 
5.76 2.7:5 
7.69 1.94 
7.87 1.63 
7.83 2.54 

2.10 
. 1.77 

2.00 
2.66 
2.44 
2.22 
2,22 
3.11 
2.22 
2.44 
2.66 
2.44 
2.56 
2.22 
2.22 
2.66 
3.32 
2.88 
2.88 
3.11 

6.64 3.11 
3.11 
2.66 

10.80 2.66 
10.19 2.88 
6.62 2.61) 
6.63 2.66 
7.93 1.55 

8,8:? 1.87 

103.42 
120.66 
1:51.54 
120.66 
120.66 
145.15 
145.15 
145.15 
145.15 
145.15 
120.66 
145.15 
161.03 
161.03 
145.15 
161.48 
154.22 
161.03 
154.22 
145.15 
152.41 
145.15 
172.37 
172.37 
172.37 
145.15 
145.15 
154.22 
154.22 
154.22 
169.18 
143-45 
125.86 
112.64 
96.80 

101.70 



oontd ••• 

:Remarks 

Sources 

Prices of differeLt commodities, P~ne market (kgs. per r~pee) 

• Eice (i) Teere co~d be another series for the rice of thicker variety, which vas found on an average, 1.1241 times cheaper 
• i5an the rice for which prices have been given above. The ratio vas obtained by considering those 35 years for which price 

data at Simhagad v~re available for both varieties from the same source; (ii) If the price of rice specifically mentioned 
the grain as 'unLasked', the figure denoting tbe q~ntity was mu1tiplied b.Y 7/8 to give the price of 'h~sked' rice, 
(Yhadni :Ramal Bo. }). 
G~a~ dal and Tur d~l : The prices of Vazani Gram dal and Tur dal were taken as 4/3 times the prices of respective gram and 

· turi, on an avera~, from the data of prices from 64 months during 1855-60 A.D. , (Bombay Government Gazettes). ~mntbly 
prices were availatle for a~ these four co~odities simu1taneoasly. The same held tr~e for capacity seers (Paimash Daftar 
:Ramal lJo. 134). 

Pr-a.nt Ajcas Pune : Ramal lJo. 8 (1767-68), :,0 (1763-64 to 1766-67); ··131 {1769-70, :177o-7t), 132 (1771-72, 1772-73, 
1775-76 to 1777-78), t33 (1774-75), 134 (1778-79 to 1780-81), 136 (1784-85 to 1786-87), 137 (1787-88, 1788-89), 
138 (1789-90 1790-91), 139 (1791-92, 1794-95), 140 (1795-96, 1796--97, 1800-01), 141 (1801..02 t• t805-04) 
142 (1804..05}, 143 (1781-82 to 1783-84), 408 (1760-61 to 1762-63- Phu1gaon), 421 (1768-69), 568 (1773-74), 
576 (1792-93), 577 (1793-94), 581 (1798-99) 
Paimesh Daftar : (1805..06 to 1830-31) 
Scxvey and Settlement Report : Haveli tal~a {1890) : (1838-39 to 1859-60) 
Green. H. : (1797-98, 1799-1800, 1836-37, 1837-38) 
Select Co=ittee on East India Finance, Report (1871) : '(1831-32 to 1835-36) 

Prant A ~s Puns : Rumal No. 8 (1767-68), 51:(1793-94), 130 (1763-64 to 1766-67), 131 (1769-70, 1770-71), 
1~2 1771-72, 1775-76 to 1777-78), 133 (1774-75), 134 (1778-79 to 1780-81), 136 (1784-85 to 1786-87), L 1772-73 
137 1787-Ba. 1788-89 ), 138 (1789-90), 139 (1791-92, 1794-95), 140 (1795-96, 1796-97, 1800-01), 
141 1801..02 to 1803-04), 142 (1804-05), 143 (17~1-82 to 1783-84), 408 (1761-62- Phu1gaon), 1762-63 - Tu1apur), 
421 (1768-69), 568 (1773-74), 575 (1790-91), 576'(1792-93), 581 (1798-99) 
Paimash Daftar : (1805-06 to 1830-31) 
Survey a.m. Settlement Report : Haveli taluka ( 1890) : (1838-39 to 1859-60) 
Green, :a. : ( 1797-98, 1799-1800, 1836-37, 1837-38) 
(Imp~ted Prices : 1760-61, 1831-32 to 1835-36) 

Pr~nt Aj~s Pune : Ramal No. 7 (1760-61 - Alandi 1 1770-71), 130 (1763-64 to 1766-67), 131 (1769-70), 
1}2 (1771-72, 1772-73t 1775-76 to 1777-78), 133 (1774-75), 134 (1778-79 to 1780-81), 136 (1784-85 to 1786-87), 
137 (1787-58, 1785-89), 138 (1789-90, 1790-91), 139 (1791-92, 1794-95), 140 (1795-96, 1796-97, 1800-01), 
141 (1801-02 to 1803-04), 142 (1804-05), 143 (1781-62 to 1783-84), 408 {1761-62- Phu1gaon), 421 (1768-69), 
566 {1773-74), 576 (1792-93), 581 {1798-99) 
Ghadni Da~tar : Ramal No. 288 (1767-68) 
fsimssh Dr.'ftar : (1805-06 to 1830-31) 
Survey ana Settlement Report.: Haveli taluka (1890) : (1638-39 to 1S59-60) 
G::-een,H. : ( 1793-94, 1797-98, 1799-1800) 
Select Cor-~ittee on East India Finance. Report (1871) : (1831-32 to 1837-38) 



contd... :Prices of different comno·~ities, l'une market (kcs. per rupee) 

Sources : E. ice 
(bu~i:d) 

Tur dal 

176}-64 .• 
Frant Ajrc.·,c Pune : i.umal No. 7 (1760-61 - Alandi), 41 (1782-EJ)- Dichi), 130 (L1765-66), 131 ( 1769-70, 1770-71), 
1)2 \1771-72 1772-73, 1775-76 to 1777-76) 15} {1774-75) 134 {17'7o-79 to 17b0-51), 135 {1607-05 to 1809-10), 
136 {1764-t5L 137 {17B7-8o), 13e <ns9-9oL 139 {1794-95L 14o (1795-96, 1796-97, 1ooo-o1), 141 <1oo1-o2, 1802-03), 
142 (1b04-05 to 1006-07), 144 {1810-11), 145 (1811-12, 1812-13), 146 (1803-04, 1613-14, 1814-15), 421 (1768-69), 
57:5 (17c5-b6), 575 {1790-91, 1791-92), 576 {1792-93), 577 {1793-94) 

290 
Ghadni :.>aftar: Ru:::alllo, 288 (1764-65, 1767-68), 289 (1773-74~L(1781-62, 1783-84, 1766-87- fheur), 690 (1766-67) 

PaiiJash Ilaftar : .t:.u=l llo. 94 ( 1815-16 to 1827-28 - Nulshi) 

Survey and Bettle:oe~t Report : H.::veli talul:e { 1590) : ( 1838-39 to 1059-60) 

Green, E. : ( 1797-98 to 1799-1800) 

Select Connittee on .:.a:.Jt India Finance, Report (1871) : (1828-29 to 1537-36) 

(Imputed price : (176b-89) (From the given price of another variety) 

l'rant Aj::.as Pune : Ru::1al Ho. 7 (1770-71), 51 (1792-93), UO (1763-64 to 1766-67), 131 (1769-70), 132 (1771-72, 
1775-76, 1777-78), 133 (1774-75), 134 (177,8-79 to 1780-51), 136 (1784-85 to 1786-87), 137 {1767-88, 1786-89), 
t38 (1769-90, 1790-91), 139 (1791-92, 1794-95), 14o (1795-96, 1796-97, 18oo-o1), 141 {1801-o2, 1ao2-o3), 1 

142 (1004-05, 1805-06), 143 (1781-82 to 1783-84), 146 (1803-04), 408 (1761-62- .PhulE;aon, 1762-63- Tulapur), 421{1768-69' 
568 ( 1772-73, 1773-74) '1 

Ghadni l,aftar : Ru;:;al J;o, 386 ( 1767-68), 4~2 ( 1760-61) 

l'ai~sh Daftar: (1806-07 to 1830-31) 

Surve·• and Settle::>ent Report : Haveli taluka ( 1890) : ( 1838-39 to 1859-60) 

Green, Ji. : ( 1776-77, 1793-94, 1797-98 to 1799-1800) 

Bomba) Govt. Gazette : (1834-35) 
( 1 e25_ 

.!?rant Airnas Pune : Rwnal No. 7 (1760-61 - Alandi; 1770-71), 130 (1763-64 to 1766-67), 131 (1769-70), 132 (1772-73, 
1775-7b to 1777-78), 133 (1774-75), 134 (1778-79 to 1780-e1), 136 (1784-85 to 1786-87), 137 (1787-68, 1786-89), 
138 (1789-90, 1790-91), 139 (1791-92, 1794-95), 140 (1795-96, 1796-97, 1800-01), 141 (1801-02, 1802-03)t 142 (1804-
05), 143 (1781-62 to 1783-84), 146 (1803-04), 408 (176.1-62- l'hulgaon, 1762-63- Tulapur), 421 (1768-69), 
441 (1771~72), 576 (1792-93) 

Ghadni l!aftar : RU!Da.l No, 288 ( 1767-68), 289 ( 1773-74) 
.Paim:~sh Daftar: (1805-06 to 1830-31) 

Green, ll. : (1793-94, 1797-98 to 1799-1800 0 1851-52) 

Bo~bav Govt. Ga=ette : (1854-55 to 1859-60) 

Pr:mt Ajm..'ls Pune: Rwnallio. 8 (1770-79, 1779-80, 1789-90), 130 (1763-64 to 1766-67), 131 (1769-70), 132 (1772-73, 
177':>-7u, 1777-76), 133 (1774-75), U6 (1784-85),137 (1787-88, 1788-89), 139 (1791-92, 1794-95), 140 (1796-97), 
141 (1802-03), 575 (1790-91), 581 (1798-99) 

Qh::dn:! llaft~,r: Rums.l No. 289 (1773-74), 290 (1781-82, 17e6-87, 1795-96)
1 

606 (1801-02, 1803-04, 1804-05) 
l'nir:,:s!: Daftnr : ( 1505-06 to 1630-31) 

Selected l':wer::: :for L<·ecarch : 18 ( 1776-77 - .P=andar) 

l.lrePr., :::J. : ( 1700-L'1, 1793-94, 1797-95, 1051-52) 

.!:lor::;,'\': Gcvt. Ga=e t te : ( 1t:i:i4-55 to 1L.59-60) 



contd ••• ;::-ieee of different co=oditieu, Pune metrket (kt;s. per rupee) 

Source": ure.le J-aimeh Daftar : Rurnal lies. 5, 60 and 172 (1805-06 to 1830-31) 

;::; ib1 e 
cil 

!'rant .ljmae Pune : Rumal No. 8 (1767-6G), 11 (1760-61- Loh<:.;_:;ad), 130 (1763-64 to 1766-67), 131 ( 1769-70, 1770-71), 
132 (1771-72, 1772-73, 1775-76 to 1777-78), 133 (1774-75), 134 (1778-79 to 1780-81), 135 (1807-06/, 136 (1784-85 to 
1786-87), 137 (1787-88, 1768-89), 138 (1789-90, 1790-91), 139 (1791-92, 1794-95), 140 (1795-96, 1736-97, 1800-01), 
141 (1601-02 to 1803-04), 142 (1804-05 to 1606-07), 143 (1781-02 to 1783-64), 421 (176o-69), 568 (1773-74), 
561 ( 179tJ-99) 
Gh.:ldni Laftar : Rumal Ho. 337 ( 1792-93 - Kelad) 

Pairnash Daftar : (1808-09 to 1830-31) 

Green, E. : ( 1793-94, 1797-98, 1799-1800, 1851-52) 

3ombav Govt. Gazette :(1854-55 to 1359-60) 

fTant J..'m."lf' Pune : Ruoal lio. 7 (1760-61- A1andi), 46 (1762-63, 1764-65, 1773-74), 130 (1763-64, 17E5-66, 1766-67), 
131 {1769-70 to 1771-72), 132 (1772-73, 1775-76 to 1777-78), 133 (1774-75), 134 (1778-79 to 1780-81/, 136 (1764-65 to 
1766-87), 137 (1787-88, 1788-89), 138 {1789-90, 1790-91), 139 (1791-92, 1794-95), 140 (1795-96{ 17!.0-97, 1800-01), 
141 (1801-02 to 1803-04), 142 (1804-05), 1'43 (1781-52 to 1783-84), 421 (1768-69), 526 (1767-68), 5'."•o (1792-93), 
577 ( 1793-94) 
Gh.:ldni Laftar : Rumal no. 5 ( 1799-1800) 

Paimash Daftar : (1805-06 to 1827-28) 

Green, E. : (1797-98, 1798-99, 1851-52) 

Bom~ay Govt. Gazette : (1854-55 to 1859-60) 

!'rant A;!ll.3.s Pune : Rumal No. 130 (1763-64, 1765-66, 1766-67), 131 (1769-70, 1770-71), 132 (1771-72, 1772-73, 
1775-76 to 1777-78), 133 (1774-75), 134 (1778-79 to 1780-61), 136 (1784-65 to 1786-87), 137 (1787-o<·, 17S8-89), 
138 (1769-90 1 1790-91), 139 (1791-92 1 1794-95), 140 (1795-96, 1796-97, 1800-01), 141 (1801-02 to 18C3-04), 
142 (1804-05), 143 (1781-82, 1782-83), 421 (176&-69), 568 {1773-74) . 

G!ladni llaftar : Rumal No. 4 ( 1764-65 - 1:asrapur), 46 ( 1767-68), 290 ( 1763-84) 1 337 ( 1792-93 - KelaC.) 

Paimash ~aftar : (1805-06 to 1830-31) 

Green, H. : ( 1793-94, 1797-98 to 1799-1800, 1851-52) 

£ornoay ~ovt. Gazette : (1854-55 to 1859-60) 

~ .Frant A'mas Pune : Rumal llo. 7 (1760-61- Alnndi), 51 (1792-93), 130 (1763-64, 1765-66, 1766-67), 13'. (1769-70, 
. 1771-72, 1772-73 1775-76 to 1777-78), 133 (1774-75), 134 (1778-79 to 1780-61), 136 (17o4-85 to 

178t>-87, 137 1787-68, 178u-69L 13tl (1789-90, 1790-91), 139 (1791-92, 1794-95), 140 (1795-96, 1796-~'7 1 H'00-01), 
141 (1801-02 to 1803-04), 142 (1804-05, 1805-06), 143 (17G1-tJ2 to 1783-84), 421 (1768-69), 56w (177)-74) 

Ghndni D0ftar : Rwnal llo. 5 ( 1799-1800), 46 ( 1767-68), 255 ( 1764-65) 

Pnimsh D!'.ftar I (1806-07 to 1G30-31) 

Green, H. : ( 179)-94, 1797-98, 1796-99) 
SelPct Co~oittee on Hnst India Finance, R~port {1~71) (1831-3c to 1859-60) 



contd... ~rices of different commodities, P~e market (kGS• per rupee) 

Sources : Firewood : Prant A1mas Pune : Rucal No. 135 (1806-09), 140 (1S00-01), 141 (1801-02), 142 (1805-06), 146 (1003-04), 
569 ( 1777-7o) 
G dni L :f'tar : Rumal Uo. 2 (1889-90- Theur), 3 (1783-84, 1785-86, 1790-91), 4 (1770-71, 1772-73, 1774-75), 

17 0- 1, 1761-62, 1763-64, 1765-66 to 1769-70), 7 (1776-77, 1786-89, 1792-93), 8 (1771-72, 1775-74, 1778-79), 
• 9 1779-80, 1781-82, 1782-83 t 1787-88 of 10 ( 1784-85, 1786-87) 0 288 ( 1764-65) 1 269 ( 1775-76) 0 290 ( 17 95-96, 
1797-98 - Theur), 607 (1806-07, 1807-0G; 1812-13 - Xothrud) · 
Dakshin Comtlissio~er's Daftar : 56 (1818-19) L ''791-92). 
Select Collll!littee on i:ast India Finance. Report (1871) : (1823.;.24 to 1853-54) 
Bombay Govt. Gazettes : (1854-55 to 1659-60) 



Prices of Gold and Silver .from 1760-61 to 1859-60 A..D.1n the Pune market, (.Rupeee per fola) 

-----------------~i;-----------------------------;ii;;;-------------------------------~id-----------------------------;11;;;-------

ha;;----o;~;;~~---;:~;------------;;;;;;~;--Mi~t-- y;:;;-----;;;~~~;;---Mi:t"------------~-;t;-j::i~ 
parity parity parity parity 

·---~:---------t;:------------------;:-----;:----·---------~---~:-----------·-Es-.-----~:--

1760-61 1805-D6 1.17 
1761-62 15.00 1806-D7 1.17 
1762-6:5 1807-DS 1.17 
176:5-64 1:5.00 1808-09 1.17 
1764-65 17.00 1.09 1809-10 1.17 
1765-66 15.50 -. 1810-11 1.17 
1766-67 1811-12 1.17 
1767-68 15.38 1.07 1812-13 - 1.17 
1768-69 15.:58 1813-14 16.56 1.17 
1769-70 15.25 1.07 1814-15 1.17 
1770-71 15.25 1815-16 1.17 
1771-72 - - 1816-17 1.17 
1112-n 15. n 1.06 1817-18 1.17 
1773-74 16.00 1.07 1818-19 1.17 
1774-75 1E.19 1819-20 1.17 
1775-76 15.00 182Q-21 1.17 
1776-77 1821-22 :- 1.17 
1777-78 15.50 1.00 1822-2:5 ..... . 1.17 
1778-79 15., 1.07 182:5-24 16.50 1.17 
1779-80 1824-25 1.17 
1700;_81 15.00 1.00 1825-26 1.17 
1781-82 15.00 1.09 1826-27 1.17 
1782-63 19.50* 1.00 1827-28 1.17 
1783-84 15.25 1.06 1828-29 1.17 
1784-85 14.50 1.06 ' 1829-:50 1.17 
1785-66 16.00 1.06 18:50-31 1.17 
1786-87 15.50 1.07 18:51-32 1.17 
1787-86 15.00 1632-3:5 1.17 
1786-89 16.00 16,-:54 - 1.17 
1789-90 16.00 1.07 1834-:55 17.06 1.14 
1790-91 14.25 1.07 1835-36 17.06 1.14 
1791-92 - 16:56-:57 - 17.06 1.14 
1792-93 15.oo 1.01 1.17 18:57-:58 16.oo 17 .o6 1.14 
1793-94 16.50 1.17 1838-39 17.06 1.14 
1794-95 1.17 1839-40 17.06 1.14 
1795-96 15.25 1.17 1840-41 17.06 1.14 
1796-97 15.00 1.00 1.17 1841-42 17.06 1.14 
1797-9a 15.25 1.12 1.17 1842-43 11.06 1.14 
179&-99 16.00 1.06 1.17 1843-44 17.06 1.14 
1799-1800 13.50 1.07 1.17 1844-45 17.06 1.14 
1e00-01 1.17 1845-46 17.06 1.14 
1801-02 1.17 1846-47 17.06 1.14 
1~0~-03 1.17 1S47-4C 17.06 1o14 
1~~3-04 - 1.17 184o-49 17.06 1.14 
1W.J-O;; 16.50 1.00 1.17 1b49-50 , 17.06 - 1.14 

--------------------------------------------------- . • .Including uhadai .----------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Prices of Go~d and Si~ver from 1760-61 to 1859-60 A.D. in the Pune market, (.Rupees per To~a) 

------- -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------G~ld_______ -- S~ver Go~d S~ver 

fu;;----o;~;=~~---;:.in;-------------o~;;~;--Mi~t-
parity parity 

Years ----------------------------------------Ornaments lolint 
parity 

Ornaments l•:int 
parity - ________ , ____________________________ , ________ _ 

-------------~:----------~:--------- --------~-- ~-

1760-61 
1761-62 
1762-63 
1763-64 
1764-65 
1765-66 
1766-67 
1767-68 
1766-69 
176~-70 
1770-71 
1771-72 
1772-7:5 
1773-74 
1774-75 
1775-76 
1776-77 
1777-78 
1778-79 
1779-80 
17&0-61 
1781-82 
1782-53 
1783-84 
1754-85 
1785-66 
1786-87 
1787-85 
1786-89 
1789-90 
1790-91 
1791-92 
1792-93 
17!?3-94 
1794-95 
1795-96 
1796-97 
1797-98 
179&-99 
1799-1800 
1000-01 
1&"'1-02 
1 !30::.'-03 
1.:0-03-04 
1~4-0:; 

15.00 

13.00 
17.00 
15.50 

15.38 
15.38 
15.25 
15.25 

15.13 
16.00 
1E.19 
15.00 

15.50 
15.:51 

15.00 
15.00 
19.50* 
15.25 
14.50 
16.00 
15.50 
15.00 
16.00 
16.00 
14.25 

15.00 
16.50 

15.25 
15.00 
15.25 
16.00 
13.50 

-16.50 

1.09 

1.07 

1.07 

1.06 
1.07 

1.00 
1.07 

1.00 
1.09 
1.00 
1.06 
1.06 
1.06 
1.07 

1.07 
1.07 

1.07 

1.00 
1.12 
1.06 
1.07 

1.00 

-. 

-I 

' 

1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 

1805-06 
1806-07 
1807-08 
1808-09 
1809-10 
1810-11 
1811-12 
1812-1} 
1813-14 
1814-15 
1815-16 
1816-17 
1817-18 
1818-19 
1819-20 
182Q-21 
1821-22 
1822-23 
1823-24 
1824-25 
1825-26 
1826-27 
1827-28 
1828-29 
1829-30 
1830-31 
1831-32 
1532-33 
1633-34 
1834-35 
1835-36 
1t:i36-37 
1837-38 
1838-39 
1839-40 
1840-41 
1841-42 
1842-43 
1843-44 
1844-45 
1845-46 
1846-47 
1S47-4G 
1841::1-49 
1b49-50 

J!s. 

-16.56 

-· 16.50 

-16.00 

&.s. 

17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
11.06 
17.06 
17.06 

J!s. 

1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.17 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------• Includin& uhadai 

.17.06 



contd ••• Prices of Gold and Silver (Rupees per ~ola) 

1850-51 
1851-52 
1852-53 
1653-54 
1854-55 

17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
17.06 

1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 

1855-56 
1856-57 
1857-58 
1858-59 
1859-60 

17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
17.06 
17.06 

1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 
1.14 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Lall 

It has not been possible to locate the cint parity price of gold of some well-defined purity, prior to 
September 1635. In the pre-3ritish sources, one comes across prices of gold in the form of ornaments which also 
included base metals as alloys to some e4tent; gold also figured in frequently while dealing with l~bBl matters 
and also transactions involving lendin(; and borrowing. · of 
One can safely conclude thatLthrou£h the period of our study, i.e., 1760 to 1860, the price of gol~standard 
purity fluctuated between the limits of ~. 15 and ~. 17 (Ankuahi) per tola. ~he price of a tola of ornament gold 
slightly beyo~d ~. 19 (Ankushi) must have represented the skills of a highly skilled goldsmith, whereas, · 
that below Es. 14 or eo must have clearly pointed to the presence of greater quantity of base metals. 
For example, the price ~ntioned here for the year 1782-83 explicitly stated that it was inclusive of the 
goldsmith's wages (Ghadai). In another instance, in 1787-88, the 60ldsmith was paid r.s. 2.75 per tola of gold in· 
order to form pellets from the metal (Peshwaichya Savaleet, p.310) and the price of gold was quoted as 
exclusive of Ghadai. · 
From September 1835 (Bombay Government Gazette, 1835, p. 387), thoueh the gold coin was not a legal tender, it 
was officially minted and 11/12 tola of €Qld was officially valued at 15 Company Rupees. Since, 0.9592 Company 
Rupee equalled 1 Ankuehi Rupee, the price of a tola of gold in terms of Ankushi Rupees between 1635 and 1860 came ~o: 
(t5 X 12/11) ~ 0.9592 Ankushi Rupees or 17.06 Ankushi Rupees. 
~he ratio of A~out 15:1 between the price of gold and the price of silver of comparable purity also seemed to 
remain unchanged throughout the period o:f hundred years. 

Silver Unlike gold, the mint pari~ price of silver was well-defined and strictly observed during the pre-British and 
British periods. The ~arliest year for which price of silver was available !n the ex~nt mint records .1s 1792-93 
.A.D. (Ghadni humal llo. 640). A tola was equivalent to 96 gunjas. ~he total weight of J.nkushi Itupee coin was 
88 gunjas, whereas, the content of pure silver in it was 82 gunjas only. Thus, a tola of silver was de facto valued a· 
96/82 .Ankushi Rupees or 1.17 Ankushi Rupees. 
~ill AubUst 31, 1835, the mints manufacturing .Ankushi Rupee coins operated along these lines only. After that 
date, the Government of ~.I. Co. completely prohibited the minting of any coins other than their own Company's 
Rupee Coins. From Se~tember 1, 1835, ~~e Company's Silver Rupee waa made the sole legal tender (Dombay Government 
Gazette, 1635, P• 387). T~ coin de no~ ted as the Company •a liupee had the content of pure silver vei&hing 11/12 
tola. Also, 0.9592 Cotnpany's ltupee was exchan0-ed for 1 .Anliushi Rupee, Thus, the price of a tola of silver in 
terms of Ankushi Rupees bet\feen 18:55 and 1660 was : (1 X 12/11) :. 0.9592 Ankushi Rupees or .L.ll A.nkushi Rupees. 
Even this small fall in price to the tune of lte. 0.03 could be elplained to a sizable extent by the fact that the 
British authorities explicitly allowed for z• wear and tear of the older rupee coins. If this concession was not 
made, AB. 1.16 (Ankushi) would pay for 1 tole. of silver of required purity. 
Prices of ornament silver were lower than its mint parity price. ~huo, the silver alloy of which the orna:~nts 
wei·e ~~ade, muEt have contained varyine; quantities of base metals. 
The older rupee coins of Peshwa times were in circulation till 185.8-59 .A.D. 



contd ••• Frices of ~old and Lilver (Rupecz per Tola) 

Source 2 : Gold : Ornaments : 

l'.int 
p~rity 

Silver: urna~er.tE 

E.i.nt 
parity 

Bheema River, Diet. Pune, 
Ghadni ;Jaftar:Ru:;;al Ho. 2 (1781-82, 1763-89, 1792-93- Theur), 7 (q64-65/ 1765-66- l'anchawati), 
b (17o3-64), 39 (179)-94), 40 (1799-1600), 69 (1777-76), 2uc (1765-b6, 17b"/-68 to 1770-71, 1776-79), 
289 (1772-7), 1775-74- Trimbakeshwar, 1774-75- '.Cheur, 1775-76), 290 (1783-64, 1764-d5, 17t;o-67, 
1759-90, 1790-91, 1795-96 to 1797-98), 3b4 (1780-81, 179U-99), 603 (1804-05- Vir.chur) 
Selected P:o r:.; for 1<eeearch : 20 ( 1782-8)) 
Klu,sri :;Jp.ftar : 34 161)-14 . 
hs;,wsic:wa Lavaleet : ( 1761-62, 1823-24 - Bomoay, 1837-38, 1787-88) 

Bombay Goverm,.,nt Gazette, 1635 : ( 1834-35 to 1859-60) 

Prant Ajmas Pune : Rumal Ko. 51 (1796-97) 

Ghadni Daftar: Rumal Ho. 2 (1773-74, 1781-82- Theur), 6 (1767-66- Pratan.-ad), 40 (1799-1&::>0), 
69 (1777-78, 1782-83), 288 (1764-65, 1769-70, 1778-79), 289 (1772-73), 290.{1783-64 to 1786-87, 
1769-90,1790-91, 1792-93), 384 (1780-51, 1797-98, 1798-99), 603 (1804-05-Vinchur) 

Gh,dni Daftar : Rumal i>o. 640 (1792-93 to 1633-34) 

Bombay GoverruTnt Gazette. 1835 : ( 1634-35 to 1859-60) 


