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A Historiographical Perspeg-&?’:_i VS o e ndtat

I wish to express my most sincere thanks to the wxecutive Comrittee
_and the general members of the lorth West Indla Bistory pssociation for the
honour they have done me by electing me es President for its second anmial
seaéion- wSelf a founjer member, I felt duty-bound to accept this honour,
in the hope that thig sess:i.i)n would be another satep forward towards deepenirg
our higtorical constiocusness in more than one direction, partieularly, in

understanding the many—sided problems of the history of this region.

The 1orth Zast India Tistory Lssociation is still in its infency
and time is not yet ripe for e stock-takirg. TIts first two yeai's on _éxistence
saw through a péﬁ6d when the region was in great turmoil and much of
educational activities had remained distu;rbed- Mevertheless, it can be said
even ot this stage that the Association's existence has alrcady been felt by
the -teachim community at largc;, the Universities of the region, the lorth
Tastern coﬁnéil and the Indianpoqncil of Tistoricgl Pesearch. e, parti-
cularly, owe gratitude 10 “rofessor H.¥e Barpujari, the outgoing founder-
President of this pssociation and doyer of this regiomn's historians, for
shepherdi}xg us through these years in the wilderness. we are grateful to
him, not only for his many-sided contributions to the historiogrephy of our
region, but also for hia uncompromising start on the independert and
truth—-findirg i-ole‘of kistoriens, under all “dnds of circumstanceg.

T em referrirg here to the service ho rendered to our host, the
pibrugarh University, while serving on a commission of emyuiry into a
delicate academic issue imvolvin the higtordan's craft. I may also make
e mention here of hisg geientific contrivution, in a recent scmimer, towards
exploding the age~old myth of there havirg been a mative clerkas! conspirecy
at the root of the digplecement of the pssamese lenguage from locel schools

* Presidentiel address delivered at the second anmiel conference of the
lorth Bast India History fAssociation, held at the Tibrugarh Univergity, 25-27
September 1981 (sligktly abridged), 411 footmtes to follow consiitute a
nogt—script.
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amd courtgfin the 18303.1 On both these occasions, as well as on the
occnaiou[his dlopssocdeting himtse‘f from the Govermmentts Pclitical Tistory
of fasam Project after the first volume was ready, he did highlight the
hiatorian’s rolo as thet of a fcarless truth=geeler. eees e look forward
to his contdmed intercst in this jesociation.

II

In torth-gast Indla, we have a rich tradition of histordcal writing.
gource moterdials on regional histoxy for perlods, ancient end medieval ==
ingeriptions, coins, sculptures, architectural ruing, chronicles and literary
gources — all these have been Probed into by many scholars as they are
otill doing. Standard secondary works apart, well-edited compilations of
the sourcoe materlals aro algo available by now in handy publications. These
have made the future pcholars! tasis all the more comvenient and emsy.
Howover, wlthin the lust fow yeprs so many new materials - coins, inscriptions,
imeges otes = have been uncarthed and so many new questions have been posed
that there is no scope for ocommlacencys A lot more has to be done in the
mattor of conpilation of end eystematlio enquiry into the primary sources.
For imstance, the catalague of the provincial coin cabinet which was last
reviged in 19372 has now becomo totally out-deted.2 5o 1s the peseriptive
Catalogue of Mamscripts rrepared low eco by Fem Chandra Goswartdd and
vrinted at the Calcutte University Presss 5o for es ancient amd medieval
inscriptiolns are concerned, we are however in a more comfortable. position
thanks to some reeent publicetions brought out by the University of Gauhatd
and the Asam Prakashan Parishade? It 1g in the field of cetaloguing the
available old coins and memuseript chronicles and publication of such
catalogues, wvith all necessary informmtion regexrding their physical conditions
and vhereabcuts, that goverment action is called for to supplement private
cefforts. The fovernment of Assan's rescurces in men and money should have

been better ergoged precisely in this sphore, rether then in the preparation



of an 'officialt political history. scarch for and preservetion of

historical docupents and objects and the creation of an icfrastructure in
- the form of libraries, archives, ruseurs ard funding authorities — these
shoul g have remeined the primary and proper arca of the state's direct
interest in historicgl research.

This brings us to the guestion of relations between the existing
research bodies and the Goverment. Historical research, if it is to e
qa.rried on with scientific competence and single—mindedness, needs
supporting funds fron the public exchequers whether channelized directly
or thrcug_h agencies, such funds, if without strirgs, are always welcome.
I have no knowledge of the gituation in thls region's otker gtetes. In
. Assam, hovever, the gtate's pexrformance on this account does not appear
satisfactory. The Xarxup smusanchan Samity (est.1912), the oldest body for
higtér;i,cal vesearch in this region, contimues to receive only a meagre
grent-in—aid not worth mentioning, and is in a moxibund corndition today.
- The journal it once used to publish is no more brought out rerularly.
Associated with the mermories of eminent scholars like Padmanath Vidyavinod,
H-Ce Goowarii and K.L. Barua, fhis sick institution needs today mursirg and
preservetion. The Governnent sheuld come forward and find weys and Deans,
in consultation with local bigtorians and interested publio_ bodies, to turn
it once more into an ackive rescarch body, while it contimies to be

autcnorous as befores

) Tt apoears that, though long eware of its special responsibilities
towards the cause of historical rescarch, the State Govermuent in fssan
was never ablc to formlate a long—term pclicy on the patter. Instead of
liniting. its activitics to discovery and presexrvation of the objects of
 antiquity and 10 cncouraging autonomous scholarly bodies to take up creative
research, it has slweys tried to intrude into cven the latter sphere .direc-bly
through pepartental action; and thet, too, haphazardly. Its still active
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pepartment of Historicel and Antiquerian studies, a legacy of the Rritish
times, is poorly staffed, though burdencd with rmltifarious activities from
collection of antiquarian objects to the p‘ublicafion of source naterials,
the running of a resecarch library and the routine drudgery of supply:.zg

answera to questions ra:r.sed on the floor of the Assan Leg:.s-la:l;:we Assenbly.
The regult ls that it has failed to live up to its past tra.d:l.ia.on under the
changed circunmstancese

Yot ‘another venture of the gGoverment after Independence was to
appoint a Special Officer, with .a separate establishment to collect materials
for writing a history of the freedom struggle in-the region, After wasting
lakhs of Tupees on the project during the 19505 and early gixties, the project
was :Eina,lly closed down. Later, during the Znergercy, a full-fledged
Department for Preparation of Political History of -Assam was ecreated in the
chief Minigtor's Secreotariat alnqét overnight by a Govermment Noitification

_doted 22 Noverber 1975. .he said poljticel history having been prepared and
published in three volures by 1980, .this Department also was f£inally -~ and
rightly = wound ups This kind of state enterprise in historiography on an

© emergency footing Teraing perhaps unique in Indien experience: ¥

The Govermicnt's interest in promoting histOry is surely cormendable,
but not the drift'and lack of divection in its relevant pol:l.cy. The
. Departuent of Historical and Antiquarian Stud:.es, unlike the a.'i'oresaid
Demrtment, still mainteins its existences However, it is olm.;ms that 4%
can no more gerve a useful purpose in ditsg present fom. _ It needs a total
reorgam.aat:.on. \rha.tever an‘b:l.q_uar:tan activities it is associated with,
ghould belong to en appropr:.a.te departnen'b of ercheology, having a conplete
esta'blishment of necessary trained personnel.. And for historical studies,
the present Directorate, together with the Narayand Handiqui Tnstitute, might



be transformed intd a full—fledged and’ autonomoua réscarch body with
‘necessary State end University sunport. This suggestion, if accepted by .
the authorities concerned, I believe, will go a long way :!.n mecting the
needs of scholars emgaged in historical research in this stntc-

' T h&ve kept ny observainons lirdted to what ha.s been done and
could be done 'by the Gwernment :In Assam. - In. o*l:herﬁtatea of the reg:lon,
the neture of the problemg and tasks is -diffdxént. . .Organizations evolved, or
10 be yet evolved, to promote h:.storical}reseamh Tght not follow a set
pat'bern. But here, too, appropria’ﬁe Eréla‘tionshipa 'be'bween govermnent ‘and
. autonomous bodies will have to’ be*worke‘d out.

III
. 331 our region of peven sister states, ome cannot ut noto a degree

-of unevenneaa in the strueturing of history.of theae etates, particularly, in
. te:ms of the Hime dimension.. pssen is e well-charted :Eield of exquiry, with
its written records going back to the 4th centu.ry A-D- . ‘Ihe historiographioal
- literature on Assem ig .yich with its neat periodization into times o ancien'b,
medieval and moderns But this kind-of neat per:i.odz.za'h.on brEaka dcrwn, the
woment the historian enters the pre‘literate parts of the region. Ve ha.ve no

knowledge as to how the hills aroas vere peopled and how they fared in -
anclent 'b:l.ms.

It is only; af'bor 'l'.he 131:11 cen'hn'y that Trdpura, Manipur end parts
o:E Meghalaya begin to come wifh:!.n ‘H:xe reach of histor:!.ograzi:y, ot only ron ‘
. the basig of légends, sore la.te chroniclea ad other yrdtten re'corde and a'’
- few datable amtiquarian objectas conseqnently, our knowier]ge ebout how thoy
fared in medieval times is also extremly inadequate as conpamed to our )
Inowledge of the Brahmaputra Valley. In fact, for most parts of our region,
the starting-point of proper historiogrephy falls within what is conv’entionglly
called the modern period of Indian higtory. It is then that, under British
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adminigtration, a plethora of written records deecribiﬁg thése parts, as well
as the tribes irhabiting them, begin-to appear, thug providirg historians with
gore solid stuff to ghart with. Unde_z"'the‘ circumstances, the comventional
poricdization into times ancient, medieval and modern is hardly oeamingful in
our region, outside the Brehmaputra Valley. In Meghalaya, Mizoram, Negaland
and Arunachel in particuler = and partly also in Assam, Manipur and Tripura -
pre-modern history, as well as much of so-called modern history,has to be

ne ceasarily prehistory and. moto—hiatoxy.

i

e

I¢ this be 80, then the higtorian of this region has to be Iargely
unconventional in bis methodology as welle Here, more than anyvhere elge, -
the methods of orel history have o sigrﬂ.ficant role to play, 3f we are to.
extond owr present knowledge further baclwards into past history. The
Volchnave oharita~puthis in pssamese, that throw 1ight on the lives of Vaish-

. nove seints and many aspeots of the then jssamese ‘socicty, were nothing but
oral history, carefully recorded during the 17th~18th centuries. Sven today
wo oould illuminate, as the charita~puthi authors did, meny espects of the
Assamese socisl development on which extant records by themselves are silent -
by way of recording and aiialyzixg what people still remember of ‘i:_heir paste
For ‘the hills areas, the importance. of mch methods canmot be qy‘eistated- ' To
gome. extent, we ecould rework local histories backwards in these hills tribal
areas by ﬁay of collecting the gemeological tables of the oldest chiefs and
magiclan-priests as well as the folklore still surviving amoxgst the tr:.bes-
“itis way some idea about their gn:lgrahon patterns, thelr ways of la.fe :m
" pro=colonial times end their interaotionwiih the plaing-dwelling peoples could
bo formede When did they repl e their neolithic tocls by iron tools ? yhen
- and how they moved £rom shifting ;jhum to permanent berrace cultivation, and
from hoe to plough, in those placea whsre guch phenomens exist ?  when and how
~-was the firearm introduced and wha’b was itg impact on social and political
organization ? why" rudimntary state fo:m'bions took place -in certain {tribal
L'gocieties and. not in othars ? quch are 'Ehe quegtions that histor:,ans. in
collaboration with other soc:lal acient:.ats. will have to answer.
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- -0ral-higtory might miscarry unless the higtorian possesses an acute
sense of the logle-of historical developnent and is able to puti what is
E';leaned. Fron JoMe menory in Its pi‘éﬁer i}lace on the appropriate time-pcale
of related known eventse Tts methbdology, iﬁvolvixg the use of interviews,
'queat:.ona:i.res and - tape-recordzrg etc., hag more risks of beirg incompetently
handled then the conventional methodology. Public memory itself gets
1ncreas:|.1;!51y confused and blurred over itime. Hence more care end rigorous
'brain:-.ng are necessary "to meke oral history fru:.tful. A beginning. has already
R?gi @e An.thig -sphexrd by individual scholara ag well ag by the North Tast
;m.;.l U}:iversityy -end we look forward to not only the ex‘benslon of puch- research
activ:.ties, het. algo: to thé peirfection of the methods and tools in uge, throwgh

a.dequa'be academic measures a'ls the "[J:nivers:l.ty level.

Enlightened . British admlnla‘brators - gome of, them were also trained
.ranthropolog:.sts, = left behingd sys'bemaﬁc accounts of the tribes they gtadied.
. But, they did thia'spaae-work Vith their 19th cenbury imperialist: outlook'that
'had assumed en. unchang:.rg cha.mcter for the or.i.ental gpocieties in general, and
" i'he hilla tribal sdeietiediin particular, with a view to projecting the
mtish zule os a legitinktc: égeiicy of progress. Each. tribe used to bo
:deacnbed in isolation frofi “the- oﬁzer tr:.bes and :Erom the world of the plains
peop],e.  The ~resuttant monogmphs follwed a set standnrd patterm 1 vhich the
f-ribes wepg depicted as g0 " many fossa.lised segments of humanity,. for whom trade
and contac'bg with' settled éSmimnd ties had mo mntlonable impacts Thesd
monographs algo :Ealled to* s&¢ that the growir.g privgrbe property - rights in’
a'bocl;s of grain, Iiveato::k, orchatds and 'berraced peddy lands carrded germs
of a process of change within' each tribe, however slow that might have been.
" The growth of such Link langusges es !Negamese! ‘and tAxusamesa?,* the
. mlntion of gomé -’.:l:ie:l!dc':m.slI :Ln'bo statehood and the spread of wot rica cultlvation
- and new -world crops :like 'boba.eco, chill:l.es end p:.neapple'- all’ ‘befd‘re the
eonmg of 'E:e Britlsh -these evidences of the tribes hav'i:g '3 bistory ‘were not’
given adequager attention. . ‘The task before today's oral historieans is to dig up
this history and push it as far back in' 'b:[t:le as possible on a scientific basis.



Not tribal societies as such, tut some of their rituals and customsg
were indeed crystallised relics of the past, compérable to fossils: 7Data
of pocial anthropology on such relics, as those of higtorical and comparative
linguigtics, are mrely useful for reconstructing the past. Similarly,
another sigter discipline - archeology = too, hes s special role in extending
the historical time horizon of our enquiry imto the hills tribal societies.
Recently archeology has rade big etrides in our region. systematic
excavations in the Garo Mills and the North Cachar Wills have added to our
knowledge of the spread of the south~%ast pesian neolithic culture in our'
hills and plains in more definitive terms than before. A new vista for
Indian prehigtory has been opened up thereby. However, more aigrﬁficant for
the historian of this region are 'I:he resulis of the excavations at Ambard,

Itansgar and Malinithan, that throw much light on the pre~13th century
;Aasameae oiviliza.t:lon.

Archeology will be able, mne doy, to provide answers to sorne o:B
our questions posed in connection with- the hiatonography of the h:l.lls areas =
say, for instance, one regarding the introduction of iron in the Whasi and
Jointia Hills. when the neolithic people entered Assanm from sou'_'l'h Eeat Asia
they .did not possess any knovledge of iron. This knowledge, together with
that of cattle-~povered plqygh and wet rice was brought to Assam by the
Indo-Aryonse. In 1842 Lte Yule was s0 much impressed by the mmerous and
.extensive traces of former iromrdming sites in the ¥hasl Hills that he
guegsed these to thave decupied the population for 'bwen'l:y centn':l.ea".5 In
the absence of conclusive .avidence, we glmply do no knw how =and when the
Khasis took to iron=smelting and the mamufacture and use of iron irmplerents.
50 far, the earliest evidence of iron mamfactures of the Bhasis come s down
to us from the late medieval Agsarese chroniclergs

The typical ghoulgiered iron hoe of the whasis, whioh is still in use,
night not be as old as Yule might have thought it to de. But surely it kas
a long history of development that could be traced fronm finds of shouldered



gtone celts.in the neolithic mites of north-east Indise In this oonnection,
the excevations at the two Fomrup villeges of Sarutaru end Morekdola, bordering
on the Ehasi Hills, recently carried on by S.Ne Bao, throw some li.(,',h'l:-6 At
Sarutaru, an undated neolithio_ site, seven shouldered stone celts, "resemblim
presenirday Ehasi hoes were found together with crude cord-marked pottery of
the south-Sact Asicn meolithic types. At Marekiola, its sdjacent post-neolithis
pite, on].y one such si:one eelt’ wns found together with fine Arbard-type pottery
and other ob;;ebts which are dsfinitely datable within the 9'l:h-*13'th gentwrdeg
(upper 1irdt y 1292 A.D.) by a comb:.mtlon of carbon14 anﬂ other methodae
mthe tvo sites,: be'hreen them, encapsulate the thase of teoh.nioal progreas of
the ahouldered hoe-uaing mms:!.s fron crnde pottery to the uaé of- wheel-turmd
pottery, 'pade in;the pla:.na, end-= a8 it appears = from stone hoes to iron
hoes, though no iron o'bjects were fouml on the: pane gite. The significont point
is that even smo late as :I.n the 9th=~13th century period, ﬂae gtone hoe had not
altogether vanished even :Eror:i the gubmontane tracts thet were elready in cloge
contacta with mbari. Ihe gtone celt was ‘gtill-in use, a8 Tao oonclndan. for
ita syn'bolic, :.i not ior its :Bnno'l:i.onal val'ue- Vo may furthor oonclude that,
' even i:E the.Khasls had started enter:ug the iron sge a few'centurics eo,rlior,
.'.l'-he use “of ‘the- stone hoe mmet have lo:g persis'bed until its use was roduced to
inaigniiicance or nere synbolim by the 13th century

" In any case, once iron was in use, its abundant production led to

certain econoric and politicel chaiges within the Fhaol soclety. with iron
) hoes the goil coruld be puddled inmto rud for wet rice cultivation, oore
efficiently. On the "basis of an increased rice production for consumption
-_and o surplus iron output for trade with the.swrrounding plaing, the Ehasi
'aociety mve&to the stege of state :tomations by the 15th century. From this
time onwards we have g geneology of the Jaintls klrgw. fThus, we find thot time
and space, when out of reach of our written. records, could be probed inte by
historians th:ough a conlnmtlon of oral history methods with those of
archeology, aodal anthropology and other discipliveg.



Anedent higtory of the Lssem plains could also be extended backward
beyond the 5th-kth conturies, the sume wey: The Mohalhavate and several .-
Pura.naa, that were rewritten bebween circe. 2nd century B.C. and 2nd century
AeDsy the Xalikn-Purena of the 9th/10th century A.D. and the Copper Plate
Prasastis of tho Yamarupa 7ings == all these contein elements of late—
recorded oral higtory related to pssem’s carly Indo—-Aryan settlers who were

the carriers of a new civilization morked by fron, cattle, wet rice end the
p'lough.

Iron.'bachnology discovered in Westem Asia around crica 1800 B.C.
reoohed Indis by 1000 BeCs and spread to Magedha by 600 B.Ce s It was on
the basis of an sbundant supply of iron ore in its neighbourhood that Megadha
wae “transformed iig o powerful 'atq'be‘ and empire. By then the Megadhé.ns were
already & mixed peoples The Indo-Aryen bewcomers intermingled with the
Kiretos emd other pre-pryan elementss when' did large~scale settlements of
.these iron-uping Indo-Aryans toke place in’ Assam then 7 Mo late~recorded oral
history alone could sottle this issue, if archeology does not give some . clude.
I'b ig the oons:l.dered opinion of -scholars that the' antiquity of Fhagadatta, as

a hiatorioal personage, should not be taken as far ha(&s%le 3fymamta War —

- 4t probably took place around 900 B.C. —— rely:.xg[on later :.nterpolat:l.ons
in the oxdginal Mohabharates Neithex ca::n we accepb Bhaakara-Vaman!s statement
that his dymnosty had been ruling .for 'bhre:z thousand yearse! uie clain only
points out to the fact that his dynasty's rule was quite olde The tradition
represented by Banasura, Narakn, Bhagadatta amd Vajrada:bta related to the early
phase oﬂﬁgon-using Indo~Aryen settlements, east of the Haratoya.

) That the Buddhist sources carried no reference to Kemarupe and/or
Pragjyotishpura is aisnifioant.a This suggests that the Indo-jryans had not

" orossed over to Kanmpq(joo B.c- Archeologically, we only kmow that the iron

 ege ond the Howryo rule :E’imly reached the benks of 'Ihe Earatoya by 200 B.C.

Bands of Indo=-Axyan ad\rantm'es from Magadha mst have had crossed the Karatoya
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by then and. noved 1nto 'l:.he :Eores’bed Brahmputra Valley in search of clephants,
’ valuable timber and nrg:.n lands for settlemerrt. The Arthashashtra commenta--
toris (Bhattesvarin) suggestion that certain items of Megndhon trade originated
.in Romarupa (though not.clearly tentioned by “outalys to thet effect) appears
volid. in this con'bezéﬁ.

The ‘alluvial pla:i.ns of Eamarups, until its Aryenizotion, remnined

™ tluckly :Eorested under the heavy rainfall conditions. Neclithic jhum

" settlenents, however gparse, were t:|.11 then found only on banks of hill streams
and :iver—oonfluences, -whereé: lani was cleaxed through the natural prouesa of
eroaion and’ :tlooding and vhere raw materials of a stone tool industry were
atrailable in plenty in the vicinity. Their agriculture was ohnractozdzed
by alesh-'an&-bm and lapd rotations The neolithic ae‘btlers' stone iuplements
were not however equa,l _to the task of uprooting the deep--foreats for .

-’agﬂcnlture * It was the newcomers, equipped with ahaf'b-hole iron axes and
iron-‘tip‘peii 'braction Ploughs, who cleared mch forests on an extensive aoalo
for Percianent cultiva.tion of wet rice, and they caused themby a rapid increaso
of population’on the basis. of a more abundan‘b rice ‘aupplys It was on this

_ basis that the state or Janapadg of Kama.rupa emrged, 4in- due course, and that .
we noved. in-this region fron proto~history to history by the &th ce:rl:ury AeDes’.
The Magadhi laxguage energed, in a, s],:.ghtly di:tferent form, as the dominanb
lmguage wa:bhin this states

v

S0 far I have discussed in some details hc'm the existirg areas of .
darimess in the. bistory of the hills und plains of our region could be lighted '
up in the a‘baence -or- pancity o:B conteuporary written docunents. 'me pethodo— -
logy’ has to be -rmried, and :Eor ﬂ:e local histor:l.an, oral higtory nethodology

' will be rewarda.ng at leasi'. for the times cowent:.ona.lly styled as mderm
Teachers ;nél students of histozy, placed as’ they are in the reg:!.on's geveral -
states, oould. effectively contribute to the wr:!.ﬁrg of the history of their
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respective localities and statess I hope, the University and College
Departoents of Eistory would utilize their personnel in organised attempts
at exploring the history o:t the districts in their respective areas by way
‘0of oral history methods and other reans.

It ig comventional on the part of preasidents of guch learned
gatherings to my saething on the basis of their own origipal research.
My current field of enquiry being histowy of medievel Assam under the phoms,
I nay be permitted to sey a few words, not on ary new findirgs bub a'bout the
problens I face in this field.

The nost inportant source material for me is, of course, the buranjis,
both published and unpublisheds A complete primted cetalogue of such manuseri}
buranjis, showing their places of preservation and giving other ancillary
infon:ntion, is long over—=dues True that most of the representative buran ranjls

. are now avallable in well-_edited, published vergions. Even so, a catalqgue
is otill ncoessary so that sceptic scholars could check the quality of the
editing and translation to elirminate biased 'd:l-stbr"tions, i® any. such
distortions, even tough not deliberate, are possible gince rmch of our
buranji-based research wag notivated pither "by the needs .of gn alien
‘adoipistration or by the needs of a laeal patﬁoﬁm, both liable to lapgese.

-

Yet ;notﬁar difficulty we £ace is in the ratter of identifying the
relative anta.q_uitiea of the extant namsoripts. These have come down to us
in their present forn through a proceas of tine-to—tme copying, with the
sub;jeot—natter undergong abridgemnt, elaboration and extens:n.on at the

‘digoretion of the copyist-eun—chromclers in that process. 'I_,hg extant
namseript copies belong to & perdiod not e_arl:.er than the 17th century, -and
somo -only 1o the early 19th combury. Under the pircunmstences, it:is high ‘time
that serious atterpis are made, on the basis of e scrutiny of the language and

.styl.e_,:_'-.to ‘ascertain the relative antiquities of the gtylistically dlsparate '
pieces that constitute the buranjise Peorhaps, scholars of fgsamese and Tal
langusges could take care of this espect
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It is also wfortunste that no specialized glossary has yet been
‘exnaustively compildd to exzlain the terrinology of the buranjis, giving
their etymolozital roots and their originsl Tai equivslenis, if amy. Im fact,
meny texrms have already becone obscure. For ingtance, mch confusion persists
iﬁ.ﬁm meé.ning OQ:E swh terns as Hatimur?, 'Ghar-ﬁmlia'. 'Luldhuralkhant, eto.
in exhaustive glossary will not solve the problem of getting at their moanings,
but it will gurely help further research towards solving it.

T have glready pointed out thet the history ¢f pssen is a woll-
charted £ield. Particularly, it is so for the medieval times in its
political and socio-religions aspects.. Bui, even so, mch of our received
knowledgo lacks e sense of dynarics. Take, for instax;ce, the phom political
system — the Khel, the PHEiks, the Pal-Seva, the Bar cha'rf, ‘the Prtra-Mantri
and all that. twhile deseribing this system, our historians have given us,
nore or less, a static picutre. of what prevaeilel during the 17th ~ early 19th
centurdes. they never bothered themselves with the question as to bow this
political system gradually developed since the times of sukepha in response
to the changing situation and growirg needs of the phom soclety. Had the
'Khel! gysten been fhe seme from the vexy beginning, there would not have
erisen tﬁe need for horrowing the term 'Khel! from the Arabico~Fessian
vocabulaxy to demote it. Just as the phom tribal assenbly hall, called
Howlorg (Bar—ghar/big house), was, in due course, iransformed into the seat
of the rmch-regtricted Bar Cha'rd (end Bar-}ol), so was the original tribal
obligation of supplying volunteers for comron defence and public work trans~
fomed into the more regul arised paik system. Fron geattered inforrption lying
mmoticed in buranjis and also relevant infornation gleaned from studies of
other Tai peoples, we could perhaps trace the evolution of the shom political
- institutions fron their tribal roots.
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If much remaing to be done in political history, the field of
econortie higtory reneins almost barrens we hope that gonme:of us here-
would devote their efforts to this fields -I need not erphasize, while
oconcluding iy sayy that if we mean research on redieval fssan to be a serious
buginess, we cannot afford to allow the Tai-_{shcn la:guage to de oute The
lest scholars of this language have to be sought out and endowed with '
rogources to koep up the traditim the University of D:.bzugarh has acted
nobly and wisely in opening facilities for ;eunitg and cultivating the

o 0 .
) Tel language and 1:I.1=emi'.u:re‘-1 I wish this arrangenent contimes in existence
‘and expandse

i
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Footnotes

In 1836 fssamese was replaced by Bengali for use in the schools and
courts of Apssan, alongside of “ngligh by the British sdministration,
and this arrargenent contimued until the early 1870s. fThere is a
widespread belief in Assan, long shared even by historians, that this
was done at the instance of the Bengali clerks, associsted with the
adrinistretion. Recently, Profeassor Barpujari rejected this view on
the ground of the absence of supporting historical data.

A-W-' Bothar, gatalogue of ithe Provineiasl coin Cabinet Asaen (2nd aedne,
Allahabad, 1939). .

One such-excellent corpilation, throwing light on fssan's encient
heritege is M+Mes Shama, Inseriptions of Ancient Assan (Gauheti
miversi‘ty, 1978)0 * .

Pidgin pssanese is widely used by the trihes of Nogaland and Arunachal
both for inter—tribal corrmnication and corrmnication with the pleins
people., This Link langusge is nowadays called 'Negamese! in ¢ne ares
and fArunanese! in another.

Lit. Yule, n}otes on the iron of the Kasia Hills for the Museum of
Econorde Ecology", Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bergal, vol 2,
13’:!?, P«853. ’ .

SeNs Reo, "Excavations at Sarutaru : a ncolithic site in Assen Man and
Enviroment (Indian Society for Prehistoric and Ouarternary studdes,
Aedabad)e vol I, 1977, Pp. 40-43 and vgontimity and survivael of neolithie
traditions in Northeast India", Asian Pergpectiveg (Howad), vol 20, PP»
191-205, o

Nidhenpur Copper Plate Charter of Bhaskara-Varcane
sharma, ne3, PP 0-3—0.4-

HaTisena's prasasti of Sarmdregupta (on the pllahabed Port Pillar) referring
to the conquest of Kamarupa by the latter, is the earllest avnilable higto-
rical record for the regiom.

The arrangepent for Tei studies has been made in the pepartment of
Assatese Langunge end Litersture, pibrugarh Undversity, with shri Bimal
Barua as the only teacher to teach the language. In the pepaxrtment of
History, Gouhati University, on the other hand, there is mo proviesion for
Tei ptudies. However, Dr J-Ns Phuken, there, has also taken up regearch
in Tel chronicles and cultare. It is felt that consolidated efforts should
bemdabyﬁeGmrmentandthemﬁversitiestopmmteTaiatndjssin
Aagsatle

nc/.
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