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PREFACE

An effective system for collection, processing and dissemination of socio-economic indicators
is a prerequisite for development planning and formulation of social policy. It is equally important to
evaluate the impact of these interventions. The Central Statistical Organisation (CSO) in the Ministry
of Statistics & PI as the nodal agency for official statistics in India, has endeavored to bring out at
regular intervals various indicators and relevant statistics for the use of planners, policy makers,
academicians, researchers and the general public. The present publication is an annual offering that
has acquired a discerning readership.

2. In the current issue, an effort has been made to provide the latest available information on a
number of indicators encompassing various socio-economic aspects such as population, environment,
health & family welfare, housing, education, employment, income & prices, mass communication and
public order and safety. The coverage, content and presentation of the publication have been improved
to make the issue more user friendly.

3. I take this opportunity to thank all the data source agencies for their cooperation and willing

support, without which it would have not been possible for the CSO to bring out this publication in its
. . . - AN

present form.
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4. The publication has been prepared in the Social Statistics Division of the CSO under the
overall supervision and guidance of Dr. Vaskar Saha, Additional Director General. Shri S. K. Nath,
Deputy Director General and Dr. Ravendra Singh, Director have taken keen interest in enlarging the
scope and quality of the publication and improving its presentation. Shri Sher Singh, Joint Director,
Shri Suraj Bhan, Deputy Director and Shri Rajesh Bhatia, Assistant Director, have helped in data
collection and presentation, as well as overall preparation of the final manuscript. Shri Ajay Rawat
and Shri Rajesh Panwar, Junior Investigators, Smt. Chandertara and Shri Gurdip Singh, Computor
(Sr. Scale) have put in hard work in the collection of the required data and preparation of the manuscript.
All of them deserve our sincere thanks and appreciation.

5. I'hope the publication would go a long way in meeting the need of planners, administrators
and researchers engaged in policy making and analysis and in understanding the changes taking place
i.n the socio-economic situation of the country. Any suggestion from the esteemed users for its further
improvement will be highly appreciated.

K.K. Jaswal
Secretary to the Govt. of India
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation

New Delhi
March 2003
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