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PJ..R'i.' I • 

Ob.ject o1 the Memora~wn: 

This Memorandua is being submitted by us on behalf of 

the ~~arathi . s~aking tl"_act of the Belgaum District, a ::. a supple­

ment to the Memorandum alr~adf submitted by the Samy: t:kt 

Mahara sthra Parishad of Bombay. 
• 

. - . "J,A.-
We fully ._) ndorse the Mem~Tid.lf:\ . ,... . 

of th ., ?·, .• ).shad, its c:elatents and t he fundamental ;?rinciples 

laid down in it governing the ·formation of the ' linguistic ·_sta te& 

and particularly the formation of the United Maha.rashtra St a te . 

This Memorandum, presses our urgent demand for merging the 

Marathi sueaking areas of the Be-lgaum ..Di s:trict with the proposer1 

'" state of Maharashtra. 
• 

?.. It is the object of th i s Memorandum to analyse in 

f uLi.er detail the pecuH.ar problems f :.c i ng_ this Marathi speak­

ing tract of the Belgaum District which i-S contiguous to 
~ . 

• Maharashtra. The bounda;-y lines of the !\Aarathi speaking terri­

t ories and the Kannad sp.,king t e:-·:.c i. . or ies coalesce in the 

Belgaum District, dividing the dist ric t i tself into two dis­

t inct linguistic divisions .• A clear expo~ition of how in a 

mul~i-lingual state where the boundari~ s of two different 

li~istic parts meet, unusu~l linguistic problems are created 

of how unhealthy linguistic rivalries c~~ate bitter.ngso ane 

poison the w~ry springs of civic life and how linguistic 

majorities try to supuress t .lie minorities is; we feel, neces-

sary for the re~l understandi ng of t,he problems faci-ng the 

Marathi speaking people of the Be l gaum Dist r ict; Vie therefo~e 

wish to impress upon the COJT1.];!bs i cn t -~1 < ~ t. · (.h 8 <:;nly rational and 

proper solution to this p:r;ot 1.: e, of ev2::: · re curring disputes in 

bi-lingual areas, is the irr_credi.:.:.t.~ c :~ c~ ation uf uni-lingual 

states. 
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Another object of this Memorandum is to show that 3. X 

the claim of Karnatak ~o the whole district of Belgaum is 

totally untenable and unjust and· is not in the least warranted 

by the facts and aleQ 'io prove t~e absolute and urgent neces­

sity of including the Marath~ speaki ng part of the Distr.ic~, 

which ·is contiguous ~o the Marathi region and forms an iri­

separable part of: it-1 _in.the proposed Maharashtra sta'-e· 

4. This MemoPqdum is presented by the Maharashtra 

EkikarC;!.n Samiti, Bea,&W1, on behalf of all the Marathi speak-:i.ng . '· 

people of the Belgaum ·District and ha s the unequivocal support 

of all the parties, organisations and a~l other sections of 

the · Marathi speaking ""pulation of this Marathi Tr.act. In 

short, we wish to streas the fact that this Memorandum is 

truly and fully repreae.tative of the demand of all the 

Marathi speaking public ~i' this ar ea.. 

tinguisti~ Composition of the Belgaum Dist~i£1. 
5. The Belgaum "District comprises ten Talukas and 

one Petha viz.(l) Be.lgaum, (~) Chandgad, (3) KhanapU.r 1 - .(4~· . 
Parasgad, (5) Sampgaou~ ·(6) Hukeri, (7) .Chikodi,"· (8) Go~ak., 

(9) Ramdurg, (10) Athni taluk~s and (1) Ra±bag Petha. There 

are altogether 1306 villages in the Dis trict. The area eover.ed . . . / • ..... 

by t'he District is 5552.7 sq. mi1es :me the tota.l popul~- \ .-

tion of the District1 a.ecording to · \.he census of 1951., is 

17~6908. According to the 1941 Census · th_e District comprised. 

8 Talukas and one M~; there were 1071 villages, with an 

area of 4527 sq.miles and a popul~ti cn of 1225428. J.fter the 

merger o'f the Deccan ~tates 1 all their territo~ies within 

and adjoining the D\atrict were added on to form the present 

Belgaurri District. Thia bas r e::mlted in augmenting the popu­

lation .figures of the District by about 500~ 000 and the area 

by about 1000 sq.mileae 
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6. Out of t~e •opulation of 1726908 of this District, 

according to the 195l .Census, 45910-1 are Marat.ht speaking and 
~ 

1111279 are Kannad-speaktng, giving a percentage of 26.58 and . 
64.33 respectively. T~t. does not include the speakers of 

Konkani who number 673.0 tn the District and abould be counted 

among speakers of Maratb1 giving -the total of Marathi speakers 

as 465831. 

7. It is quite feasible to divide this District "into 

two senarate linguist.ic parts. Genera lly speaking, the Western 

part of the District 'h~ Marathi speaking, while the Eastern 
_/ . 

oart is .m6stly Kannad ·~eaking. A decisive boundary line can 

be drawn so as to taclll~ate the inc~poration of the pre• 

dominantly Marathi speaking areas into the 'bdjoining I'liabarash..: 

tra region and the Ka~ad speaking areas into the adjoining 

Karnatak region wi~bowt. in th? least violating the basic prin· . . 

ciPles of contiguity anct the ex ~~ stence of a continuous unbroken 

fFontier. To the West Gl this boundary line would lie the 

entire Marathi speaki~g .egion and to the East, the Kannad 

speaking region (vide Me.p J(c.l). 1'he hulk of ·the iiarathi speak• 

ing population of the Distric-l:. is concentrated in th~ Marathi 

tract while the Kannad speaking '!)opulat,ion is similarly c~­

centrated in the other tract and though the~e would still be 

minorities speaking either Marathi or Kannad 11) both thes~, 

tracts , their number wtmld be reduced to the minimum. 

8. Of the 10 talukas of the BelgaumDistrict, the 

whole of Chandgad Talu~i t he major portions of Belgaum, 

Kha-:ia')lJr and Chikodi tatukas, some villages of the Hukeri 

and .L.. t hni talukas and Rai:-.ag Petha, are Marathi speaking. 

The Parasgad, Samp~aon, Gokak ::md Ramdurg ·talukas are mainly 

Kannad speaking. The eRnsus report for 1951 does not f~nish 

taluka-wise linguistic oatq. The District itself was strangely 

and surprisingly enough so divided as to bundle togeth~r the 



-4-

t~- spea•·ing talutae knd the Kannad speaking ' talukas and r,t1r a .u~ 1\. 

atso the rural and U;J>l'ill' tracts • The tractwise linguistiC! 

figures, aeeording to this Census~ are as follows • 

Table N&~l ,(Tr~ctwise LingUistje Data) 

Ser.No. --- Tract •. _._ Marathi spkg, ~annad pp'!sg. 
' 

(a) ~~t;ai Tracts. 

1. Belgaum and ehandgad 142447 7162? 
Talukas. .. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

:f\hana pur , P~&l~d & 494?e 259112 
· sampga•:tlu'kas •. · 

9?988 aqra7= 2o 1117 Huker1 and ~ kodi 
Talukas. • Gokak & Ramdur~ 1alukas. 1444 189930 

•tbni & Raibag ,.tukas • 339?9 ·181678 

.. 
(b) ,.~ban '!7'aets 

Bel~aumt Khal\&pur, PaPe.sgad, 8~040 '720?4 
-sampgaon T'lukas. 

~. Hukeri, Chikodi T~ukas. ·~3682 61346 

3. Gokak; Athn~, ftarndurg Talukas ?833 73765 
and Raibag Petha. 

~-. It can elearly be seen from the above table that 
. . 

the overwhetming1y Marathi speaking taluka of Khanapur has 

been t!:lgged on t" the purely Kan~:ad speaking talukas of Parasgad. 

and Sampgaon to form •ne .tract, und similarly the predorni" 

m.ntl~ Marathi speaking taluka of Chik?di bas been attached 

to the Predominantly ~ftllad speaking taiuka of Hukeri. On 

account of this ·arbi.treu-y division of the District 1 it ·i.s 
. . t .· 

impossible to ~et a true picture of the linguistic composition. 

However, it can be seen trom the above table that there is an 
' . ; . 

overw'helrning majority of Marathi speakers in the Belgaum­

Cbandgad Division and a considerable pr~portion of them in the · 

Athni-itaibag traet. eons!dering that the Marathi speakers · 

·' are in a small minority in Parasgad and Sampgaon talukas, it,· 

can be clearly .seen that there is a large majority of then1 in 

the Khanapur taluka. 
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.. ·roo~phical De~£_ription of the :..,aratbi _ 
Traet of~ wm District and its contiguity 

w th Maharashtra. (V.:.~ r-u.,_pN,f 

10.. The Mar.atbt tract of the Belgaum District~ extends 

to about 55 miles in breadtb, starting from'· tbe. top~ of 

Sahyadris along the ia&Jtern slopes and to about 150 rniles in 

len~h from 'the Nor·tb to the south. If the Atbfloni Taluka and 

parts of Chikodi Taluk' ~e ~xclude d~ the rest of the tract 

is mostly billy and unewn. Tbe rainfall in ttda traet Y~ies 

from 40 ~o 200 inches and in some places exceeds ~bis average. 

The Chandgad, Khanapur aft~ Belgaum Talukas and the western part 

of the Huker! 'ralut:.a are billy' and .full of forest. Al1 \hi& . . 
·tract ' is ri,.ce-growing • .1~, wheat and tobacco and groundnut 

are the matn ~reps grown !n the Marathi parts of tbe Chikodi, 

Athnf and ltaib-at talu'ka.s, 

11. The wbo!e ?f this Marathi speaking tract forms an , . 
int~gral and inseparable ~ar~ of .Maharashtra. To the No~th of 

this traet lie the Dl•tricts of south. Satara and Kolhapur; 

to the. Wea~ lie the Ratnagirt and Kolha~,ur Distriets; to the 

Sout~,.Goa and t~ Marathi tracts of Su~a and Haliyal from 

Karwar District and the Marathi tract of Alnawar from the 

Dharwar Dis,triet (detai'led discussion of the Alna.war traet 

is G~ven elsewhere). 'let t"e East., lies the · Ka~d SpeakJng 

part of the Belgaum D~atrict. In shqrt, the entire Marathi 

Speaking tract in the Belgaua District is boun~ed on three 
. . 

sides (N~th, South end West) by the Maharashtra Region and i~ 

is or> ly to the East that i't. touches the boundaries of the Kannad 

Speaking areas. We urge, thereforE>; that all this part be 

included in Mahara.-bw•• 

12. The important feature to be · noted of this part is 

tbat ?"eographically, this Marathi part is tbe ·only connecting 
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link between s outh ·Konk~m "tnd M< hares11 tra above the ghats. 

Before the development of the port of Bombay, Vengur~a was a n 

important ·port on the Western coast and it had a consider­

able ~elume o~ trade, commerce and transport along the 

We stern Coast and also with the pdrts on the Ar r..1 >i:....n a nq 

Mediterranean Seas. It is a his torical fact th~t th•.' IJutd 

' had also a Warehouse here. The Marathi tract and more par v ;_ · 

culc.rly the area round about Belgaum serv~d as the hintu.· ~L, ! ni 

of this port on account of its geographical situation , To 

quote Mr. Y.S. Pandit from his scholarly book 'Economic 

Conditions ~n Maharashtra and Karnata~ '; 11 The unbroken 

Sahyadris i»ld:M isolate Konkan from t he Deccan exce pt near 
I 

Belgaum where they vani•h all of a sudden for over fourtP en 

.miles , there is no other convenient outlet 11 • (Page 4). 

On account of these favourable factors which facilitate comrou.-· 

nications, the ·Konkan is connected .wit h the re s t of ivlaharashtr a 

through Belgaum • . Particularly after the a dvent of the 

Railways, Belgaum is the only Railway station for the entire 

southern part . of the Ratnagiri Di.s trict which lie s be J C'l! t he 

Pb.onda Ghats. Like South Ratnagiri ; Goa and Karwar u· '~ ;, lc . 

connected by mountain highways. These Ghats have existed-

from historical times and have been in existence t ,n· hu•~' ~ · .::> .',s 

of years even before pQrmanent roadw-ays were constructed in 

the British Regime. Starting from the North, the road j c-i '"' ~. n.;: 

Nipani to Konkan passes through the> Phonda Ghat and after 

descending through the .·ghat, it branches off to Ratnagiri, 

Rajapur, Deogad, Malvan, Ve~durla and ·:)t :ier important towns 

a nd parts • . In t ·he same manns r Ni r ani. ::-.nd sank2.s'hwqr ?r r ."''li-:~> ,. 

ted to the Vengurla ·part through t 'he A:nboli Ghat. .h.noth<?. r -I'oad. 

passes from Sankeshwar to Gadhingla j - a nd ..hjra and then on to 

Vengurla through the Amboli Ghat. The Belgaum-Vengurla road, 
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passing tht'ough the .hmboH gh:ctt, is the most important and 

··prominent road in this par -:: . The Be1gaum-Ve·ngu:rla road was 

constructed in 1864, but even before that the Road via Parga d 

through Ramghat linked Belgaum with Vengurla. It is possib~e 

to descend thrC)ugh t:he several pa+Jhways down the hills of 
< • 

the Khanapur Taluka to the ·sea-coast tracts of Konko.n. Th r· · 
. I 

are also pathways leading f!'om Belp;aum and Khanapur·· thro::.gh 

JaJTl'l) o .... ,i-Kankumbi and the . Chor-la Ghat to the .Konkan •. hb :> \'c 
: ~ 

the Choria Ghat there ts the Mangeti Ghat ~toad. i..ll these 

roads have Vengurla as t~eir ultimate destination. The Kel 

and Tinai Ghats lead into Goa from the Khanapur Talukc...-
' 

The r~P. in road to · Goa starts from Be lgaum and · passes via 

Khana~ur through the Tinai Ghat. Similarly, there are 

numerous roads connectinG Belgaum with· the Karwar District. 

The Belp;aum-Londa-Supa-Sadas'f.tvgad road . running through 

AnshiGhat connects Belgaum with . the sea coast near Karwar. 

There ip also a main road frow Belgaum to Karwar via Nandgad, 

A.lnawar, · Haliyal and YE llapur. 'I'h.a Nandgad-Kesrode road also 

joins Belgaum to );:arwar distric T, , :O: t will, thus, be seen tha.t 

this part has been intimately c.(<nne cL.ed with the Konk2.n and 

-.has become one with it. Thoug£, after the advent of tht 

railways, the major traffic of Goa -~mp--- carried on along ~;e 

railway' ~oute ·, the roadways of the gha,ts continued to b,~. '--'"' ~ J 

Trading towns in ,the Marathi speaking part ofthe Be1gu.um 
. 

District like .Shahapur ~ Be -l~aum,. Na:pdgad, Daqdi, sankeshw<ir, 

Nipani etc., h,ave always served -a& important commercial centres ' . . 

for the whol~ of Konkal) Bnd upghJ.ts : These commercial centre ;; 

function uni~terruptedly throughout t:.,. · yes..r mainly as centr-E" I:' 

of export and import t.r<!l:de. :i'ru.d8 and ;transport betwe€'~ +~_.s>Se 

• parts have always been carried on s ~r:.r::e , o;.ncient times. •.J..l 

these roadways pass. through the I.'Iarathi Region only and are 

nowhere intercepted by the . Kar.nr..:.d ./ :lr·8as. It will thus be 

clearly seen and appre ciate<'! th8t. 8.:· ],_gavm being a connecting 



- 8 -

link b<?Ww'e-en Konka n and the rest of Maharashtra J 1-. ~' s served as 

tbe means of maintaining and developing ~ocial, cultural and 

c cmrrercia l contacts a nd relations between them throughout the 

age s insnit.e of artificir l po!.i t ical divisions and barriers. 

Linguistic Data of_ the f'!ara.thi ·Speaking -

part of' the Belgaum .Distr-ict. · 

13. Out of' the 11 talukas of the Belga um Distr i ct, the 

Mar a thi speaking population is _ma inly spread over the 7 t7.cluk a s 

viz. Ch~ndgad, Khanapur, Be lgaum, Hukeri, Chikodi, J.,thn i a nd 

Raibag. · ·The rest of t.he f ·nur t a lukar.; are purely Katmad speak­

-ing. In the first 9 t a lukas tne Mara·:·,hi speaking population . 

is concentrated in a con~iguous urea of 578 villages compri­

sing · about 2000 sq.miles. b.s village-w--ise ·J inguistic d&-':.8 h: 

n0t avr ilable from 1951 Cens us booksJ we have collected the 

f ._,J.J. _- iug statistibs about these Mar·c. ,r i spea king a:r·eas . ~i:t r:::.:..n 

b e se~n from th~sf tabhf . that the _total number of populati on 

of' I-1~rat]1i .:...speaking villages · is ..199609 • 1'61-t-58'~ 

-------------------------~- ------·------~--- ~~ ------------ - ----- ~ ------
No . Talu- .hrea Total Tota l No. of Area of Pop. of . 

kas·. (Sq.Miles) .PopuraT . Np.of !vm2athi Marathi !~arathi 
- ---- . t~on. - village~illages. villages.villages. ------------ ------------':"""-----·- ·--- --------------- -------- ---·· --- --- ... - ~ -.-- -
1 
- 1.Chand?'8d 

~.Khanapur 

3. Belgaum 

4. Hukori 

394.0 

675.3 

394.4 

38~.3 

5. Chikodi ~ 47g.4, 

6 . Athni. 744.4 

v 7. Ra ibag 371.9 

3441. . 7 .. · . ..) 

. :!J::~'f--- -

80513 

99872 

_281087 

174414 

' 269834 

185609 

91449 

1182778 

130 

222 

137 

121 

10'0 

. 89 

54 

853 
--- ----· 

120 394.0 80513 

l S6 545 . 8 _78146 

100 257 .. 6 235.? :~4-

37 lOC.6 56904 

66 357.6 225724 

44 332,8 85207 
c . 68.5 22371 '-' 

___ 4 ___ - -------
C::78 2056 ,9 784589 

--- ----· --------
( - ---------------------------------- --- - - ~ -- - - - - -----------J-~-- ---------- -
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14 • . J.,_ ll the vil~ages i;ldica ted in this taole have a maj o­

ri ty "of rnore than 50 per cent Marathi speakers, while the Kannad 

speaking population is a minority in some of these villages' in ' 

the rest th:~ y are practically non-existent. The whole of this 

tract has a decisi"\re majority of. Marathi speakers ~ Marathi 

being the language of everyday use in these _parts, the sp<.: akers 

of other languages have -also adopted- Marathi. The Kannad, 
.. 

G.ujarathi 1 Parsr, Telugu, Tamil, Pm1jabi, Pathan and .~11 oi;:.her 

non-Marath~ peopie not only kpow Marathi very well, but have 
( l. t 

also adopted Marathi in their 6, • 1-day affairs almost as 

if it were their mother .. tongue. ~e cause of the predominance 

of Marathi in this part, the non-Marathi speaking parents 

prefer their children beipg educa ted in Maratbi. Most of the 

~·chools in this part are Marathi and. even -in the Urdu schools 

established for the Muslims, Marathi i s 'lsed as a secondary 

language and these schools are known as Urdu-Marathi schools . 
·. 

The proportion of Kannad sch.ools in this part is very small: 

'l'he systematic promotion of ka.nnad in this part which has been 

going on for the last "few years, has shown some slight increase 
.- • ' <1" • .-

.in the number of Kannad schools in r s cent years, without however 

registerin~a proport1onate increase . i~ the humber of pupils 

attending the schools. The same is tT' lJ ·~ of secondary schools. 

The medium of i!,lStruction in all the secondary schools in this 

Marathi part is Marathi. · In a few High Schools there is a pro­

vision also for giving instructions.through Kannad, but the 

proportion of those attending the Mara tl_i divisi_on is invaria-· 

bly much higher than that of those attending the Kannad divi-
, ' 

sions.- . . \ 

15. The language used by the ¥JMIOi:i people in this 

part in commercial and busines s affairs. i n keeping accounts . . -
and writing documents etc. is Marathi. The accounts Gf the 

commercia l h~uses, Banks etc. are also maintained in Marathi. 
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This overwhelming populal" preference f or Marathi is unf ortu­

nat ely not sufficiently reflected in Governm~ntal administrn-
- ' tion, a lthough tbe Gove:rnment vi-llage record is maintained mos tly 

in Marathi. Recently, studied and deliberate attempts are 'Being 

made to impos~ Ksnnad on the Marathi villages by replacing 
.. 

M3.r athi by Kannad in the village re~ords, and the same could be 

sa id of the Gram~panchayats. In almost all the Panchayatsa in 

this Marathi tract with the exception of one or two, there is 

a decisive majority of Panchayat members and consequently all 

administration of the Panchayats is carried on in Marathi. The 

Kannadization of the Qram-p~nchayats and their administration 

i .s being strenuou~ly attempted. 

16. In this Marathi part, village patils and other 
> 

Watanda.rs are rlaratb~ speaki!'? and mostly drawn f'rom the Marath<:l 

connnunity. Among ;.he lan~o .vning classes, the iV!arathi speaking 

pe~ple constitute a preponderating maj ority. hmong the cultivators 

the Marathi speaking tenants are in a overwhelming majority, and 

in the interior villages almost the whole of the land-owning 

and cultivating classes consist: of the Marathi people. Only in 

some of the villages, nearabout but within the Marathi bounJ:'.rY 

.line (Vide Map No.1) live a few Kannad speaking people, who t oo 

are in a minority-~ GenePally, the assembly voters ·' lists of t i1e 
•· 

diffE r cmt constituencies . in this part are published in Mar~:.t, h i 
., 

Thus, these broad facts are sufficient to 

indicate, beyond any doubt, the Marathi composition of the popu­

lation inhabiting this area and the dominant position which 

Mara t h i occupies in the public and pr i vate li:fe of the people. 

It will also be obvious · tha-t th@re is little room for Kannad 

in this tract except along near the border places. The- whole 

tract since times immemorial belonged to the speakers of Marathi 

·and the few Kannadigas who are seen in these parts today origin­

a lly mi~ate d here in recent times from Kannad areas and settled 

here f vr t'he nurpose of trade , employment and education. 
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Statistical Data regar1ing_~ducation in ~~Be!gaum District. 

Primary Education (1953-54) · 

Table No.3. 

~Q[ity Maratbischools ~ Kannad schools ~ Urdu schools 0 
·No. of) No.of'l No . . :'' f' )~of§No. of ) NC>. ~ 

· '" schools} pupi~ schovls )pupils hchools ) of · 0. 
. , .. pupEs 

-------------- "!!"- --- ---.. -----••.------ ----------:- - ----------------------

Dist.School Board 30? ~ I q 620} crg 3 7 t (7-~CJO/v . .I v . 
306 . 430 

85 ] ?SZt 
'l6 l Private Ji.p-~ncies 

·-·----------------- ~------- ~-----------~------------------------ - ---- · . - . 

Total. 60~ 1t ~~z -1050 1~·53 t ·131 

-~-----------------~-----·-----------------------~-------------~-----~· 

This table does ~ot inc~ude the primary schools in 
Belgallin town. 

17. The extent of tbe spread of Marathi ~ducation in the 

District will be obvious from the abQve table. Almost all 

these Mara~hi schools are concentrated in the Ma;athi part 

of the District. The number of Kannad schools in the Marathi 

part is small. During thE~ last f ew years concerted attempts 

are being made by the District Local Board to abolish the 

Marathi schools and to replac0 t hem by Kanna.d scho01s t~us 

showing increase in the number of Kannad schools • 
• 

18. It can be seen from the above t:able that the number of 

priva:te Marat.hi schools exceeds _that of' the Marathi . schools 
- /.;~ . 

run by the District .Loea:-1 .Board. While there are 620 Kannad 

schools of' the D.S.B. ~n 720 Kermad villages, the Board runs 

only 302 Marathi schools in 578 ~~rathi villgges. Owing to the 

negle ct of' Marathi education by t.he D.S . B. the Marathi speakers 

had to start Mara.tbt •chools 0f the~ ir own through tw.o indepen­

dent organisations viz., the Belgaum Zilha -Pra thamik Shikshana 
. 

!&Emm Samiti which conducts 86 Marathi schools and the Belgaum 

Shetakari Shikshana Samiti which conducts 180 ~arathi schools. 
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The latter of these rUftS 4 full primary schools and bas oons-
~ 

• 
tructed 31 school buildings_ The numbert of Maratbi candidate 

appearing for · thi ·P.Pimat-y Sehool Leaving Certificate Examina­

tion at the various ~entre!· such as Belgaum, Nandgad, Nipani 

etc, exceeds •at o-r tbe Kannad c£Jdidates by an overwne~ing 

majority. 

HIST0HICJ..L BhCKGROUN'D: 

~9. · Th~ demand for ~be re~rganisation of states on lingua~ 
basis is the distinctiVe characteristic of democracy. Therefor / . - .. 

we cannot~race its roo~• in ~ny other form of Government. 

During ancient and medtew.l periods dynasties of monarchs - . 
changed _o~ten, 'but the oultUre and la~guage of the people 

remained mostly unaltePed. '' "ha.nges in dynasty do not affect 
' 

the political entity of \hese units, any more than England 

ceases to be England because the stuarts are displaced by 

the Hanoverian& or l'Yancs ceased to be France when ·the 

Napoleonie _dynasty ~olds covrt in Tuileries ••••••••••••• " 

(h. Survey o'f Indian History by K.M.Pa~ikar, .PP.l<?9 Ed.l947). 

It will, therefore , se~ve no purpose to rely too much on 

historical events. whi-le. ~ubstantiatiniS our present- claims, 

whir::·1 would on~y make tbe problem more complex and create • 

bitterness. among the people of different languages. We will, 

tberefore 1 restrict ourselves to relevant historical events 

only to justify our case· without undue elaborat,ion. 

20. The allegation .ot .Kannadigas that the Marathas 

of the Belgaum and Karwar areas are foreigners to this "land 

and tbat they came as· f~te•booters during the rising period 

of th0 Ma~atba power, is b•Qeloss a nd erroneous ·and there­

fore must be denied in toto. The . fact that' the Marathas 
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>:Te tne original inhabitants 6f this region cannot be di s pt:.tt::d 

The rulers of Halashi ( Khanapur t a lJ-'k::t ' Le •. the Kadambas of 

6th Century belot?-ged to the. Mara tha race . The Kadambas of Goa 

(Gopakpa ttan) ~lso be~onged to the same clan of Halshi­

Kadambas. The sa·:i.d Kadamb dynasty is as .ancient as that of 

4 shoka or the Rashtrakoot of the Deccan. _ The copper-inscrip­

tions of tbe Kadambas are in Sa nskr i t a nd not in Kannad •. This 

amply testifies to the residencE· of the Marathas in this region 

since very ancient times. 

21 . Had . the Marathas of this part been foreigners to this 

~egion, their name would have appeared in _the pages of history 

along w:i.tb the Arabs, the Hab shis .. 'J'!: " ~-·:wtuguese, the Turks 

a nd the Pathans etc. who came and went . This is obviously not 

the case. l'Urther, the name I Bombay Km·na tak' alJ,otted t o- this 
·- ....- (I 

' portion of the Bombay State, introduced only during the British 

Rule, is misleading. Instead, SouthernMaratha Country is the 
; 

name that come s traaitlonally and is most apt • 
. , 

?2 , Chalukya, Rashtrakoot, Ratta ~r"d Yadava were the four 

Mcn,atha dynasties of the medieva l period who ru l:~ d the Sou • >J crn 

Mara tha country prior to the _advent of Musl-im p ow· .. ~ 2 . 'i'he 
\ 

(Jhalukyas. who· were· the builders of the g:-eat- empire in t':e 

So:t.:t'h'?Tn Maratha country· and1ifere in pGwer till 760 h • .J. , •-c- l e 

.from Northern India and are the ancestors of the Ma:rathas . -Th <: ir capj. tal was Badami (Vatapipur) - town in Bijapur Di s t!' i ct .. 

The· h •.1roic- a _ccomplishment of Pulkos1 ~- :n (::;balukya) in defeat­

inf~ B.urshvardhan. of KanouJ is still the pride of the Marathas. 

The r7 vidence of Yuan Chwang, in tl · , c: c )n -nnc t ion 1 speaks 

highly of / ano eulogizes the Maratha c'tar a cter . The modern 

Hi s t or i an Shri. Rameshchandra Dutt also remarks " nor wa s 

Shil~ Jitya (Harshvmrdhan) destined to conquer Pulkeshi who 

d•c•r':"a.t ·" d him in ba ttle and mainta ined the inde pendence of the 
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uroud Mar a.t has. As a sncr9ssor of' Pul'ke5hi, a tho.usar:d years 
. - .. . 

lat.cr, Shivaj i defied Aur.angzeb - the emperor of Northern 

India . ::J.nd rPstored to the Marathas their lost independence 

and great~es s. ~nd when the Moghuls and the Rajputs nad 

alike decTine d ::.n power, it was t,he countr;Yrnen of Pulkeshi · . 
who struggl.Pd with the English · f · r the mastery of :..ndia '' 

u-.. ncient Indi<?, by R.C. D1,1tta Pp. 53f ~. 

Successor to tbe Ch&lQ.kyas wer·e the Rasht< :Jr.ootac , 

,,,h <' governed the 3outhern Jlaratha Country during 760 to 

91>3 i-' .D. That this Mar.atha dynast-y too comes f're-;n Northern 

Indi a.· "!--:...s been ~ccepted al~o by nr. Fleet. 

24, Vie come next to the Rattas ~f S?1Jr.da t t i ( 31lgd.ndhwarti), 
' ' 

wh J. wore in power for- 400 years upto 1250 ,.,. , D. The Ratta' Kings 

hni.'1 from tbe Rashtrakoot dynasty·, 'A porti0n of the present 

Dr e: ;:...£· a.nc Be lgaum Districts was under the::>e K~ nt;b .f cr· ""' · v· ... rJ 

l cnq- } ime. Their capi t<;~.l.- was Saundatti which was later on 
~ 

·sh iftr..o to :Senugram i.e. present.Belgaum (Vide Bombay Gazette or, 

Pp354). 
·:.-

' 
~ 5 " ~ The Yadavas stepp~d in as suc~ds s0rs to the Rattas in 
,. 

1~50 ,. Till the time Mubardt;' Khilji tdurnphed over .them in 

13'29 J-. .. D" tl'le present Belg9.UIJ) Distri r. +" · ~ ; "~c' .c i• ': 1--.e Yadav 

rul.e ( Vide B.G. Vol .• XXI Pp:-•3'59) ~ About this · period , th2 expand­

ing boundaPies of' the Hindu Vijaynagar empire ·prhic:1· wu.s then 

taking shape; .gradnalt y extended to th& s::-·uther:·n part of the 
• 

S.M.C and part of' the Belga'UID District .. In 1473 the Fort of' 

Belgaurn was sieged and won over by Moh:med Shah Baharnani • .11.-fter 

the fall ' of the Vijaynagar empire 1 I.:hw<: -~ - Ci~van 1 V :v Dewan of' 

Bahama"!-is re-al ig-Oed his terri tory, convenientl.'/ c 0nnecting 

BeJ_gaum and Goa to Poona "'.nd Satara lJiv~sions (ibid). This ' .· 
\ 

arr8.n;rr;;rnt? nt testi'fie.s to the. close r cla t r t ns ·of Be}.g;~urn and" • 

(j r, :~. 'A'iV1 the interic"' parts of Mah~r~ shtr : ; 0nbsequently, 
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!.sad Khan, the Sirdar of' the Bij a :Jur ruler and ,Tagirdar of 

hhmednagar and Bidar, was appointed Subedar of' Belgaum on the 

fall of Bahamani regime. This too speaks for the connection 

BBlgaum had witb Maharasht~. 

2G. '.Qle next rulers of Belgaurr. happened to be p!"oper Jillarathas 

J.t the time of the coronati~m of Chhatr 'l pati Sh~va,)i in 1674 

h. .D. the Maratha kingdom c·onsisted o! t .1e vast area inclusive 

of Belgaum and adjoin~ng places. Raja Shivaji was chiefly res­

ponsible for repairing, impro-1\sing and (!lrrisoning all the 

forts in tbe vicinity of Belgaum which :i.'n8lude Parasgad, 

Katharigad, Hooli, Kala Nandigad, Bhimgad, Vallabhga0, 

Mahipalgad 1 Parvatigad etc. In this regi rm he had establie:-."'u 

about 360 stro!Jg military places. W'bilu listing the civil 

territory of Shivaji's kfngdom the late Mr. Justtce M.G. 

Ranade mentions '- Prant Va(lagad ---correspondi-ng with the 
'-

Southern narts of Dharwar District, with 22 : orts 1 ~ ~ide 

Po .ll? 1 F.ise of Marath:.. Power 1 ). 

1~ 
•."'J r _J ~morregion was under the direct sway of the Marathas 

till 1818, despite the attacks of the Nabab of 3ev:loor, Hyder 

h.li and Tipu Sultan. Various references to Belga•n:. a!'e fou~ 

in · Peshva-Daf"tar ~· . During the administration of the Pr: s c ..<:.s , 

Bi::: l~'.!m was a -part of tbe Jagir of Parshura mbhau Pat\''ard:: c. .;-; . 

an f' 1-:e had appointed Dhondor.)ant Gokhale as' Subedar of Be lg2t.::'ll, 

0 8. It is worthy of note that Sir Tomas Munrow who 1v.1d 

ul~t 1..:; T'ed with little or no difficulty the fort1·esscs of Hnbli, 

Bad u;:: and Bagalkot, had to face a very tough op-position ~­

the . if3.rathas of Belgaum Fort. The gr~ ··Lie. de.sa·.~pt-i..on .. o:f --the-o. . . 

22 -da./ fight the Maratbas gave with gr~~q.t valour . is found in 

the htstorica l d·) cuments. Here we remember thto: tri oute from 

S'h,-i. Rr~.meshchandra. Dutt to the countryr.1en of Pulke sh:i. i. u . 
" 
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to Maharashtrians 1 qu()\ed ·~tereinabove. The battle fought at 

Belgaum fort seems to hav~ moved the Britishers too, who, as 
-

a glorious m~morial . of· t!i& Bame, it c~n be rightly said, made 

Belgaum tho w;romanent Station of ·the troops· of the Maratha. 

Light Infantry; 

. 29. In the ~ays of the Mutiny of 1857, Mr. bnave - the 

M<~ratha Chief of Nargund ( a place some miles away from 

Belga.um) was puolicly banged at Belgaum. Can it be deniPct + ·- '.+ 

· in selecting Be1gaum for bang.1ng Bhave the then Gqvcrn.ors 
-

i nt2·c1ed to terrorize · the Ma.Ifatha people of this part.-whose 

strong military centre Belgaum was? 

Tbis brief hiti~CP.ical ·acco':l:c.t v<::ry convincingly 

::stablisbes the claim - ~b4\. Be_lgaumhas been a part and parcel 

,, f I:!abarashtra_ ril!ht :(rom 'tbe days of - th~ Kadambas of sixth 

c ~~ 11V1ry and in future alSi) ·tbe ·solidarity of :1:-anguage, . culture, 

hi.st0ry, and all other interestsof the people of·Belgaum 

region will remain inte~~t8d with t'h'1~ C> of' !~aharaehtr?_ , in 

accordance with the wishes of the people. 



The So~ial Composition of this Tract and 

Its S<aUda.rity with. Mahara·~htra. 

30. The nature of tbe socia1 structure and organisation 

of this Ma:r-athi regiott is tn no way different from that. of t he 

rest of Mahf:U"astrtra. Indeecl• t.his . tract is an exact counterpart 

~ o:f the rest of Maba~asbt.ra • . tn this connection we v.· ish t:) drav,r 

the attention ot. tbe eonnis.at.on to paragraph b?; o;f the Memo­

randum submi tt~d by t.lte Saii)'Vtct.a Maharashtra Parish.ad. The 

str~Ltified structer·· of BN.brni.ns-Niar athas-Mahars is . the s"ame 

here as in the rest 'Yf t.fabar-.latru . In this region tht- Murath<. ~ S 

are in a majorit.y and oom!nate almost all spheres of act ivi+ ·, ., 

This is partieularly true fit the rural .:J.reas where the popula ­

tion exclusively consists o't 'fJ\e Maratl1a cultivating cla3s . 

This clas·s bas also .shown 'J"e.Ptfcular attractiop and apti tud~ 

j.'or 'the_ Military- profess-ton and a large number of recruit ::. ~:o 

th-::> A.rmy drawn from amoftglf., U..m. Closely akin to this Mara th4t 

communi t y.;· are the DhangM"s Cs~epherds) , Malis (Gardeners ) 

etc., who are also tbe speaker$ of Marathi. The Mara:t.has are 

the criginal aettlers o'f tb!s tr~tct • . Nowhere in these parts are 

t 0 be found the aboriginals or even the traces of their 

~xistence. It appears that 'bis Mar c>.thr. community, originally 

be longing to one and the same ethnic st·oc.k, is to be found n ot 

only in the Marathi trac~ of the Belgaum District but is ~l s o 

snread over the southern 't'M'tfon of the Marathi region froin 

hlnavar in the Dharwar Talu~a t~ Haliyal, Suoa, Goa and Karwar 

and even further down. Thq. ttad settled t1 own in large numt>9T'" 

in Goa and Karwar long ag~ a.a had penc truted as far as ~outh 

Kanara and Malabar (vide ._ s ec bclo"' ) • This Ivhra t .h ;-1 

stock originally broug-ht lan4 u~der cultivation and settl<.;J in 

thE_>: .·;e n:;~.rt ~; and orga nised ltself into a well-ordered society 

a nti h · ·n cf.- they came to be rlg'hUy called ' Gava das'. ( Ga •:< .. d ·_, · 

-s£ 
( *** Castes and Tribes of SOQt~rn India by E.Thurston VoL Pabe 

14. ) 1\ . 



-18-

meanin~ the original inhabitant of a village). In goa. ~he 
farmers among the Marathas and even among the Christian 

converts are known evEn today Hy their original name of 

'GavaQas'. The rebellion against the Portuguese rule tn Goa 

wac organisPd by the Maratba~ unc~r the leader~pip of tbe 

gallant Maratha family of Ra.nes, in the last century. The 

mother of the presen\ Raja l'Pamukh of Mdhya Bharat, Sbrim.:mt· 

Jivajimabaraj Scindia, bailJ fttom the Rane family, from jakh<.o.li 
.. 

ir. Goa . The social cust-.s, 1!lanners, religious belie~s ,rites 

~nd ceremonies and coaventio~ of these Marathas are the same 

as those of their fel1~ bro\bers in the rest of Maharashtra. 

b. t tempts bave be.eh made from time t o time to divid~ th~m pol.;_. 

tically, but their social eohesiveness and homogeneitJ have 

remained unaffected. Jt.a in tbe rest of Maharashtra the pre1on· 

derence o~ Marathas in the roral areas is also seen in ttiJ 

tract. And in the urban areas the Brahmins and the trading 

and artisans classes are to be round living together with t h_. 

Mara.thas. Tlle Brahmins chiefly comprising Saraswa:ts, Deshas ­

thas, Konkanasthas :-md Karadas ar e all purely Marathi speaking . 

The Brahmins are mainly e_n&aged in commerce, services and 

the liberal professions. b.mong ,the Brahmins, Saraswats ru>e 

. mainly engaged in business and banking . Among the Vaishyas the 

Narwekars and Bande~ars are \he most important trading com­

munities. All these elasses form an indegenous trading group 

of this tract. Among the tatlors, the Namdevas and Bhavsar 

Kshatriyas are purely Mara,tli speaking. The Sonars (Goldsmi tlv:: 

in these parts are also Marathi speaking . The Nabh,kas 

(Barbers' are also exclust•ely speakers of Marathi. Generally . 
the artisans in this. tract. m-e .Marathi speaking~ That the 

Mahars are exclusively r~ratbi speakers need not be mention~ ~ . 

hmong other backward classes tne Chamars (Coblers ), Dhors 

( Ta nn 1~ rs) ·and Matangas are purely Mar a thi speaking. Even t'ch : 

family names of Mahar G and Chamars ar e of Maratha origin, s tJch 



as Kadam, Gaikwada, Powars, Jad1t~v-, Chavan etc., 

31. The 1\Juslims who for.m a considera'!>le 'minority in 

this part deserve attention. Tbe Muslims in th{s ~art are no~ 

for>ign immigrants. Th!?y belong to this very tract and are 

mainly converted to Islam from -Hinduism and as such they were 

origina,lly r.n;:u-athi speaking. Even now they are not, even ai.'t : !:' . 
. the laps~ .o'f such ~,"' l'ong time, totallj ;lost ·to their origi,.. . -_ · 

Mar :.:;tbi languag~. The langua .. which the Muslim comrn'Jr~ ity SW~ 

herE, is neither Urdu nor Htndl but an Urduised form af '-<i~athi. 

It is a lang-Uage formed by adQUlg Urduterminations to original 

Marathi nouns ana verbs. The relations here of the MusliJ:l conunn--

nity with the Marathas are very ·cordial e£pecially in the po:i­

tiC'al field. Generally speak\,nga the Muslims and the Maratha:; 

closely cooperat·e wi;th each otbe,_. in several activities of 
U . 

li~e, so much so th2.t the Marat~a corrununity participat~ in 

large numbers, in the celebrations of Urus of Peers and other 

reli~ious funetions of the Muslims. I~ rural areas, at several . 

pl;:..ces i.Jiarathas take a leading part· in such celebratlons. The . - . . 

Urdu schools in this p~rt are mostly Urdu-Marathi schools and 

whenev<:>r attempts were made to convert Urdu-Marathi schools in~o 

Urdu-Kannad scbools by the Kannadigc::. s , the Muslim community 

r \;gistered it~ strong protest. It is necessary to s.tate all 

this in such detail only ~o show }.:low _.deeply . the M'uslim co:rr.mu n:t+y 

bas imbibed the influence ~f Marathi in thei~ life. 

32. What is said abov~ of the Muslim community is equally 

true of the Christian community, -The Christian conversions 

in these . p~rts were carred out in tbe British regime ano the­

t!onverts were mainly Marathi ~;peaking. The Christians ip the 

rural parts are MJrathi s peakinv.. hlthough a small proportion 

is . Konk~::~ni Bt;>eaking, th& childl!ell of these converts attend 

Marathi scho.ols. The few Kannad speaking Christians who are t o 



be f'Ound in thes.e parts came und• t- ini'Jut!P· oC Va• 
EuBopean Missionaries wb() folloWtd the "'"tebaul.ll•i tram 

Mangalore and -other Kannad territories • . ._ _tlle,a Mhsl~ies 

found it easy to bonvert the m4st b~ckw~4 ~la~s ._eb as . ....._ 

Eerads and H~lers who ,;,er• · Kannad speati'Uf 'he~ •~e-d i<anna(l 

schoolf for them. These Christian Miss'1~s be\1.~ •i.nly of -the 

natur <:> of Orphanages .have bad praetica.lly nt. eontaet wi~ 
.. . 

+,h :o language of the people ) Jf these exeepti.o•l Kannad 

ivl is sions are excluded, all \be otber Missions oG!.l'ry on ~ 

work in . Marathi. The P.(aratlt--'l Christia!Ul offer. thei:r pr~yers ir~ 

Marathi. - They have an indelWndent Jlilra:thi ehri$tian Sabha i'n 

Br-' l r,-:,um which enti~~ely spoU~rs i~~thi. The prayer and ot.her 

mee- tings organised by the tbrist~afl priests 'in tl'iofs· part are 

congucted in MarathL Even the for~ign Missionar~f!s, who come 

ller'i., . takf: special pa ins: te st;udy Mal'iitbt.- ·be~-. it t~ the 

lang-Uage - of the people. The Cb-J'\$tial}f -:~unity th~'ft~ can 

h~e no · ·Possfble objection to· Mar:at\'f.,of, · · 

13. The speaker~ of l(';a_nnad wb& ._.,-. ~ :QR: f'llftd ~t} these 

pa,rts are mostly outsider:s, Who ~:arne ati<i' .~~~ ~re -pa.rti­

cul~rly in thE> course of the 1~ lOOilt5. ;f;~~ . they are not, 

like the Marathi people, · original.tnbsbftanta ~ this ·tract. 

The Ke.nnad sneakers came to thi$ \'U-"t main-J.V t.~ find emp:vy-

. ment under the ancient rulers or to engage in t-rade or c ;.;r!.r'ri2r(' ' • 

I~m·J n~ t,~:; .r:;.,nr.<>.1igas ' · the Lingayat$ and t_!le Vaial\f,l~\1 .6-rabmins 

ar ._ the most important • . The Lingayats came from Katl1atak for 

trade · and 'commercf:. .and through Royal patronage they.· established 

their iv1:aths on the border of this Mar&thi tract, Wid through 

their Maths they carried on their- proselytiztng activi tie ~ .1\.-vV 

th~ Marathi Part. ·Even a cursory glance ~t the Map will show 

h 0w the Lingayats -- spread from the gast to the West. The 

Li.ngayats are concerned only with tbe border areas indicatvd 

by us in ' the Map. They arA 11ot found in the i .ntEirinr except 
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i n ;, few eommercial centres. The contention of the K~nnadig¥ 

that all Lingayats are Kannad speaking is also not true.Th~ 

who were converted '' Mingayatism from Cbikodi and hthni 

Taiukas were mostly Stem tJle IJia:rtatha community, duril!g the 

l ast lPO years or so, •ftd their mother-tongue is Maratbi. 

In these par:_ts, several Mai'atha families embX'aced the Lingay&t 

religion, but they still speak Marathi nnd observe old Ma.f'B.\P 

eustoms. !t ~an be feen from the family names from amonsi~ 

such convert Linga.yats, that they were originally Marataaa .. 

Durin~ recent times there have been even~~ntermarriages, 

among such Li~yats art~ Marathas , 0 1e of the striking 

instances of l!luch Marathas being converted tq Lingayatism ia 

the Desais of Nipani and Hadilga. Originally, both of them 

belonge? to tbe Maratbl\ Nimb3.lkar f:2.milybut the Desais .of' 

Nipani are Marathas while the Desais of Hadilga are Lingayats • 
• Anqther example is that cf Nanadikar from Chikodi Taluka who 

are Marathas and Karosbikars who are Lingayats though both of 

them origi~lly belonged to ~ one and the same Desai family. 

~, Tallurkar Desais, though Ltngaya.ts, were originally i~arathas. 

The prominent Lj,ngaytltS i"'rom Kanbargi near Belgaum also origi­

nally belonged to the famous .Maratha .Desai famil~ of ~ambra 

and tb0ir lands are still undivided ·inspi·te of dif-ference in 
. 

reli~ious allegiance. Sueh instances Th0 

Maratha Lingayats on the border areas course 

of t!me. We have generally excluded such parts from the border 

.area. It .may be noted here tnat the f Anatical Kannad movement 

tnat is seen today in the Marathi tract can be traced long 

·back. 

34 · f,nother importan~ section of Kannadigas is the Vaishnav 

Brahmins who infiltrated into· t his tra ct during the rule of 

the Vijayanagar Dynaaty and.thereafter mainly during the 



-22-

British regime enjoying the patnonage of the rulers. They 

are concentrated matnly in the towns. This secticn has played 

a signiiicant role in systematically promoting Kanhad in 
' 

this part. They have no influence in the interior part and 

on the whole, their numerical strength is not significant. 

HoweYer, this class though small in number, ts educ~ted and 

vocal _and the most aggressive among the Kannadgigas. 

35. Another section on which the ~annadigas wrongly rely 

is the Jains. But th~ Jain communit y as such is not wholly 

Kannad-speaking. The Jains in this Marathi tract -are to be 

mainly found in the ~order areas of Belgaum and Chikodi 
-

Talukas. The Jains - in the Chikodi Taluka are Marath~ speaking. 

The Jains in .the Belgaum Taluka are speakers of both the 

lang-,lages. The Shwetamb< t, Bogr:r and Shetaval Jains Me 

purely M<--~~~-tt.i s:5e·"..king whiJ,.e the rest are bi-li'Q€,'Ui;~.l. b.ll 

of them receive their education through ~arathi and use the 

' Mara~hi language in their everyday affairs. The Jains ih 

this tract are closely ·assoc.iated with the Daxin- Maharashtra 

Jain Sabha, which is the largest -and the most influential 

organisation of' the Jain community in Southern Maharashtra, 

with its Head-quarte~s at Sangli. Its administration is . 

carr~ .. ?d on excl.usiveiy in Marathi and it~ati and J.an-v ~ .: ay ' 
is being publisbe ~ .f1~0JJ1 Bt?lgaum in ·Marathi for the past 52. 

years. The famous centre pf pilgrimage of the Jains at 

'ravan:Ji, in the Chikodi Taluka, is in the purely Marathi 

tra~ -~- • . The pro-eosal, sponsored by some Kannad-biassed Jains, 

at the recent session of this Jain Sabha held a few mbnths 

ago that the 9,eliberat~ons and the working of the Sabba 

should b e conducted in K:.nnad was forthwith reje_cted by an 

overWhelming majority of that body. So the Jains in these 

parts may safely be ';ounted among speakers of iv1arathi and 
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no imoortance need be attached to the vain efforts- of one 

or two eminent members of the community, motivated by selfish 

ends, to initiate the Jains into the newfangled Kannad move­

ment. It is significant to note that the acknowledged leadert 

of the Jains ~nd the former Finance Minister to the Govern­

ment of Bombay, the late ~nnasaheb Lathe wa~ the Cbairman 

of t ·he Reception' Committee of the Ma_harashtP~ ~ahitya Samelan 

n:eld at Belgaum in 1929 and also inaugurated the session$ of 

the Daxinbhag Sanyuct Maharashtra Parishad held at Belgaum 

in 1948. 

36. We now come to t'he Berad ccmimunity .known ·a.s Ramoshi 

in Maharashtra~ The Berads in the int·~rior of Cbandgad and 

Kban~pur Talukas are Marathi s-peaking; The Bera<l's on th8 

b ·Jrd·2r P ....... <o. c.. s ~.~ e Kan~ad speaking and reside in tt\8 hilly 

Some o1· them.:: .l.r ibe .::; call tbemselves l~ayaks. It seems tha t 

these were origin1'tlly martic.l tribes and came l).ere at the 

time of .tbe invasion of Hyd8r Ali an~ later wef'e absorbec 

i!l the private armies of' the local Jahagirdars and Sarda:'"' · ~ . 

Under the British regime, being denied an QUtlet for th,· · 

martial instincts ·and noP'!adiC tendencies, \bey were forc ed 
·'' 

t •.> settle in hilly tracts and were tr.eated 'u criminal 

tr ibes • . Therefore, in settling. the boundary line betwee • 

Karnatak and Maharashtra in the Belgaum District, tpe Ber~v~. 

tribe should present no difficulty. . . 

-r---.. ----·-·--.. 



37. · The Marathi trac e of the B-..:~ gaum District has 

beyond G aul:~ ~ a close .cultural affinity With the rest o:f 

Maharashtra. .hlth.Otlgh Indian cl.1lture is one, it, iS an 

unr1en i able fa.ct that tl: ;:e re· are distinct regional cult.Pr·e e 

each .wi:Lh a distinctive feat-ure of its own. The culture_ 1 
,.f!a't·,a:;:ashtra and th ~:.., c: ul turE' of :karnatak ~· though . parts of t.. he 

c 'J:· · ·m Indian 'C~lture, can be ·clearly distinguished fr orn · e...~ 

o.;.,"lP.r by tbeir distinctive features. Looked at from any -pti.vt: 
of view~ there cannot be toe slightest doubt that the (!Ulture 

of the Marathi tract · in the Belgaum District is ·distinctive-ly 

MahG..c> ,'! :3ht.rian. The · clair;: th:::'!+ .;.;he culture of these parts is 

hi otor·;y of Km.•natak has never been a sowc~ of inspira+.:L:Jtl 

to . these parts a s the h-istory, the traditions and the cu-ltUJ>e 
/ 

of Mchar8.sh t..7'a ~\a.·,_,.(,,, ·J'he whole of thip part has truly imb:i,bed 

the · s-u~r, lt of the tradit:tc:is of Maharashtra• 

38. .hll this Marathi terri tory is inextricably c 0-.:m~c --

t e d with the Maharas'h'triati culture.,ana has always drawn 

inspirat ~on in socialt political~ e co~om~6, religious, .. ~ . 

li t erary and cultural fields from Maharashtrian traditi oib c 

• sustr,ined itself' f~~-m tbe curtur.: 01 t.iahar'u .::>hti'a. Thib ptw t 

r e'; ' , ; r!rl "' l spontaneously ia the religious revival which t oo h. . 

p lace in Maharashtra in "'tht~ 12th and 13th century, which 

subs0quently gave birth to the Saint movement in Maharashtra. 
... . 

The Saint movement in its turn was inspired by the Nath cult 

which has spread over all parte 0f Maharashtra. The southern-

~J. t H<:~.ndibhanagna.th 1n l""nanapu:r Taluka seven centwies ago. 

1'ltpr r:: st i lJ. ~xis ·rJ JI ,:Jj ' n;..l;,. t"l.::: ,·_ f t: .1.s cult in that Taluka . ThEL'e 
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ars hundreds of devout followers of the Marathi saints 

Dnyaneshwar, Namdeo, Eknatb, Tukaram, Ramdas and others. The 

in'tla"~?itants· of this part are .generally worshippers of gods 

and goddesses' and the holy places of Maharashtra. M;ost or· · 

the Maratbas are devotees of Jotiba · o~ Kolhapur, Khand0b~ 

of Jejurcand Bhavani of· Tuljaour
1 

gods and goddesses wore,.<~ , , 

~jd only in Maharashtra •. Th.·e Warkari sect and w?rshippers · 

;r God Vithoba of Pandharpur are to be founl ~n · countless I ' . . I 
numbers among all sections of the population. ~ven the cottages · 

in the rural areas of this tract reverberate wi\b the devo.ut 

Hcitations from the songs of the Mar~.tha $aints .. i-;.ll reli­

gfoos movements which started in Maharashtra have found their­

corresponding echo in thi• essentially Maharashtrian 'part of 

the Belgaum District. 

3•• This p., .·t tas responded readily to tne socia:l. · 

aoveinent<:. ~~-- ~inated . in .Milhal"~shtra durFJS tbe. last, 

. 150, years since the advent of the · Brit1sh .rule,• The 11.,.._1'.7 ·.· . . . . . 

•~d. ·by aocial re;formers lite Lokahitava.dt, .kg.aJ-kar1 DeoOar, 

Cawri • Karma~U· AnhasabeiJ ,itt(nd~· ~ere . carried forwoi't 

' 4ttt.bus.iastica-lly in this 'P~t also. In~mat~ers of ~ocial 
~tonts such as abolition of' caste d:tstincUc,>~s, wid r l " 

. . ' . j ..... 

. -.rriage, ant_i-dowry movement, fem~lef education, this· ~-MA­

h£ts shared equally with the rest of Maharashtra .. When i n L ·5 

the Paramahans ·Association was started in Bombay and othv. · 

important parts of Maharasbtra 5 with the object of removing 

caste-distinetiqns, a branch .of this association was esta­

blished in Belgaum · to carry on th~ work. Belgaum gave 

leadershi-p to Maharashtra by performing the first widow­

remarriage in I\1aharashtra during the sixties of the last 

century. The movement for female education , started in 

Maharashtra, found a ready response in this part and thi~ is 
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one of the reasons why the Marathi part of the District is 

more advanced in: this respect than the Kannad ~art. 

Thus, in social reform movement this part has always kept 

pace with -Maharashtra and has never lagged behind. Contro­

versies between the reformers and the orthodox that raged 

over Maharashtra for several decades did not fail to have 

their own r~percussions in this part also. 

40. The Satyashodhak movement, started under the insp~.;.- _.:_ 

leadership of Mahatma.Jotiba Fule, one of tbe greatest 

chamoions of the downtrodden , had spZtBad throughout this 

part with a very large following. The late J...nnasalieb Lathe 

was. one of its eminent leade~s. Centres of this movement 

were started at various places and several Maratha Samaj 
. -

Sudharana Mandals started in this part have _ led to allro,_,]"lf'l 

progress of the .JL:c ;,.. ha community. No further proof need be 

a.ddu~vt t,-. ~ twlt this Marathi tract has complete socia l . 

·solidarity with the rest of Maharashtra.. Even the Brahmin 

and the Non-Brahmin movement, which originated in Mahar ~.:. .::htra . 

made · itself equally felt here. Th~same is alse> true of the 

movement for the uplift of the D~pressed Classes. Thl 

movement of the Schedu~ed-Castes Federation in this pa:: _ :;c- ,.. 

its direct organisational c()nt. ::~ct.s with the movement :s:tB;:. 

s tarted by Dr. Ambedkar in Maharashtra. It is signific· · 

to note that none of these movements could take any roo~ 

in the . -Kannad .region of the District .• 

41. J...s in the social- - :rr~J.Ci, so also in the politica1 

field this part has always worked side by side w~th Maha- -

. rashtra. All this part and in particular Belgaum, has always 

worked hand in hand with the political workers of Mabarashtra 

fr om the days of Balshastri J ·ambhekar and Justice lvi.G.Ranage. 

Th~ro wer~ numero~s follower~ and trusted workers of 



Lokmanya Tilak and the late Mr. Gokbale. Tht controversy 

~tween the moderates and th.t extremists; which originated 

ln Maharashtra, raged as furiously in th.i's :part aa in Maha• 
r 

rashtra~ Until th-e deat'lf of--the late Lolananya !ilak, the · 

Marathi .speaking part of the Belgau~ District was function• 
I 

ing as a constituent of Maha:rashtra. It was only wl_len regional 

organisations began _to function under . the leadership ot 

Mahatma Gandhi that this pa~t was included temporarily, in 

the Karnatak region. It has·always considered itself to be 

politically a part of Maharashtra and there is no doubt that 

it will continue to be so. It draws its inspiration for its 
' . -

political fdeology, guidance _and action from the leaders and 

parties of Maharashtra. This is not mentiot~e·d out of narrow 

regionalism or parochialism but it is a bare statement of 

facts. Although- organisationally this part is included in the 
• 

Karnatak-Provincial Congre-ss Corilmi ttee, local congressmen 

have to t> eek th e ~~nd ~of the r,~ · · narrshtrian ..... ongress 

leader...s in carrying ou~_+,h~poLt:icaJ actbfiti8S and 

Pspecially the ele,ctioneering campaigns. The same is true of 

al'l other t?Olitical parties. The Workers and Pea.s...;;nts ·Party, 

which is a leading political party functioning rnainly in 

Mah~rashtra, has the powerful and influential branch in 

the 8elgaum Di~trict 9 which commands a large followin~ in 

this Marathi part. F.epresentatives of this pa:rty have be ..c.l 
• I 

elncted from the Maratbi part to• the District Local and School 

Boards and the Bombay _Legislati_\'e Assembly. The Pruja 

S0cic lists and the Corr.mu7· ist Party workers in this part have 

per force to look ., for guidance a~d help t o the Bombay and 
I ' 

Poona Maharasht~ian parties and thei.r leaoers and have there­

fore to maintain close relatiom. ;vi th them in order to be 

able to carry on thc i~ act~yities effectively. 

42. None of the pol~ tic'al parties functioning in this 

part have been able to irJe nt. ·d y themselves with the Kannad-
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speaking part of the Belgaum District. Whether it is the 

c ~mgress or any other party, whenever the question of working 

in the Belgaum ntstrict is -involved, _ it bas to function and 

plan its activity separately for ·tne Marathi part and the 

,Kannad part of the District. ·Experience_ has shown that when­

ever this important. aspect is ignored' the work of the party 

suffers considerably. It was only whenthe Belgaum District 

Congress Committee allowed it~elf to be ; carried away by of 

its blind prejudice against Marathi and began deliberately . 

to ignore the legitim~ie interests of the Marathi population 

tbat it fo;rfeited the confidence of the- Marathi people and 

lost its bold and ·influence over them. 

43. There can be no doubt tqat it is only the Maharash- · 

trian literary and cultural influences that hold sway over 

th-is part more _than any others; The literature that is read 

in· this part is Marathi. Only the Mabarashtrian literary ·• . 

movements are extant bere. The 'Q_oqks, · newspapers, periodicals ... 
and other publicati ons which are popular with the reading 

PUblic in this part are. all Marath'i. Very few people read 

Kannad literature. .Evtn the Kann~as prefer to read Marathi 
/\ 

literature. Most of the literary institutions in this part 

are Marathi. Marathi books are also published here on a large 

scale. There have beep and are still, many eminent Ma.rathi 

poets, writers and dramatists, in thi:S par t, some of whom hatre 

attained prominent positions in the Marathi literary world. 

Belgaum and the rest of the Marat4i ~ract very often finds 

a Place in Marathi fiction and the mode and pattern of life 

of the people in this tract is bea,J!~ i.i'ully depicted in 

many Marathi literary works. Fiction writers ha iling from. 

this very area have truly mi.rrored, in their stories, the 

rural life of this .,re ~~ion. The annual s essions of the Maha -



rashtra Sahitya Samel un we~ he14 ~wiee in Belgaum, in x9S 

1929 and 1946, and it--wa5 t'be ebtbusiasm of this M~athi 

tract whie'!l made both thea~ sessions highly successful and 

memorable. The Centenary of the Maratbi Stage was _celebrated 

in Belgaum in 1945 on a similarly grand scale lasting over 

one week and at a cost o'f over Rs 20,000/-. The annua., 

sess1~8 of the Marat,.,..Journalists G'enference Vias als o .: ld 

here in 1950. _hll these should prove beyond the shadow of 

a doubt, that all this tract is culturally in complet e , ._L -)n 

with Maharasbtra • 
. -

44. The dramas staged and the folk-songs sung in 

t~i~ part are all in Marathi. There are a nvmber of amateur 

dramatic aseoei!ft.t{ons in this part which nave .made significant 

-·-contribution to-the d::?veltipment of the Marathi stage. The 

·dhole of'· this tract bas always patronised the Marathi stage. . ' . 
The folk-songs-, powac'las -(Ballads), Lavant s (love-songs), 

tamasnas which are popular in this tract are purely of 

Maharasbtri~n 'origin. The_ powadae have inlpired people here 

in their political as well as social acti'lSties. The Shivja­

ye.nti (birthday celebrations of Shivajt the Gro~~,, , Founder 

of the Maratha Empire) · is celebrated annually with gr::;~+­

enthusiasm and reverential f eelings throughout :this part. 

Maratbi is the la~guage used on ceremonial occasions .and 

J or public meetings arid furtctioris. Wrestling and hkh~ '-das; 
' 

instituti,ons peculiar to Maharashtra, are very popular and 

are very largely patronised in thia tract. 

45. It can thus be clearly seen from the above 

exposition that the distinctive features of Maharasbtrian 

culture figure pr ominently in the cultural life - of this area 

also. And thus, emotionally ~ culturally this area is 

nothing but Maharashtrian in · ev~ry sens, of the term. 



46. 

-30-

Consid~~at~for .the kdministrative Reorganisation 

of the Marathi nart of tha _Belgaum District. 

Iri the democratic set-up, the village, being the 

·primary unit, has an importance of its own. Democracy will 

always speak through this primary unit, and it is in~vitable 

and essential that this ·primary unit should be administ .~r ed 

throu~h the language of that unit. This conception being 

unknown in historic times, the language of the Rulers was 

imposed upon the village as the language of the qtate. ThiB 

was evidenced equally in those parts of Karnatak which had 
' 

Marathi Rulers and in the Marathi speaking parts of Be~aum 
. . 

District which had Kannad . RBllQ.J!n~. · It will be unreasonable 

to argue that the language of a village was Kannad or Marathi 

m~r0 ly because a ~ew inscriptions are found in that village 

in a particula~ language · -or because the name of the village, 

imposE?d probably at the wi.sh of the particular ruler, is in 
' Kannad or Marathi. So far as the Maratbi speaking part of 

the Belgaum District is concerned, Marathi was generally the 

state language in the. Br.itish regime up to 1914. Even in 

Belgaum proper , the Government record was also in Marathi. 

Before the British regime, even the Kannadigas admi i:. +.l .::. · 

Marathi was the landu~ge ot administration, in this part. 

Be caus~ i.n pre-Brit'ish r egime the la:1gu8:ge of the Pachhapur 

Taluka, which included the Marathi tract and the Jahagirdars 

tbe:rein; was Marathi, . we ·cannot possibly say that the language 

of Pachhapur todal is ' Marathi. It would obviously be improper 

to establish the language of a particular ·'lillage toqay by 

merely citing hist (\rical r eferences. We would therefore request 

~he Commission to ignore completely the de liberate m~nipula­

t ions wh i ch hav .: _ te en ~ngineered r ecr:mt ly and to accept the 

vi.llag.:; as trw unit for t 'I-Je-. proper functioning of democracy und 
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so· lo_ng as the language · of that village makes· it possible to 

include it in a·contiguous territory of that language, to hold 

that to be the language of that Village for administration. 

47. Upto 1914-15 the ~ovarnment ne~ord of the Belgaum 

town was maint..a,ine-d·· in .M~ra!Jl4 the language of the majority • 
. -·· -

It was about this time that the Kannad speaking offiders were 

syJte~tica~ly planted in high positions, as part of a deli­

b~ra~ely planned policy of the then Government, and it was at 

their instigation that the cause of Kannad began to be vigo­

rously promoted. Kannad began · to be adopted gradually · as the 

. language of the Govt. record and especially the record of the 

whole ·6f the survey . department in the Marathi part of· t:he 

Belgaum District. t It is significant to note that the demand 
• 

of a separate Karnatak Province began to be vo~ced also at this 

time and whe whol~ district of Belgaum· began to b~ referred 

to as a Kanna~ Oiitrict. 'fhe cause of Kann~d began to be 

promoted by every possible means but the High Court, in res• 

ponse to the complaints of the people, directed after due 

enquiries at 

thEO> language 

both Maratbi 

the time of .atL-Qffieial inspection in 1926 that 
. . ... ..-·. 
of the U(_ m·te ~elsaum ~nd ChikoQ.i would be 

arid Kannad~·~ (;ide a_ppendt~ _itoN.r J ~~~. ) . 
However, the administration of the revenue and the Dis t :•ict · 

Loca:l. Board and other dep<;\rtments being -conce..ntrated in the 

bands of the Kannad speaking majority, the legitimate grievan­

ces of the Marathi people could not be redressed,and continued . 
eomnlaint in this respect have remained unnoticed to this Q.ay. 

hft~ ~ the merger of the Deccan States the official language of 

the newly constituted ShahaP.ur . Taluka was declared to be both 

Marathi and Kannad but this Taluka being non-exi.st cnt a~· pre­

sent in effegt Kannad is being imposed as the only language of 

the District. Now _with the advent of democracy the regional 

l anguag;e s will have an unprecedented importance a s the mediUm 
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of instruc..t.icm.at all s t age s 8.nd '<'l S tt;: ~e ngu,ag" ·) f "'.dminis­

tion. Under the se circumstance s it can be easi_ly realised 

tbat the Marath~ s peaki"1g population wj_ ll be exposed to ­

unimaJ;;inable hardships in every sphere of life, if any · 

language other than the mother;,.tongue is imposed on -the:"' I f 

the ~revel.iling di.sabilities of the Marathi spc?..k"' _cs ".c· - ~,o 

be removed and 
. -

prevente~e future the only logical . >-. 
.. ~ ' 't 

solution ·would be to _.ir: ~lude all this Marathi p~t in L ~k 
0 

proposed stat.e o"f Maharashtra e hnd for t.hi s purpos e Y! (.; l;:-- . .. 

that the village be a~cepted a 8 the unit • 
... 

-
48. Under the 'British regime~ tha Bombay Pre si.dency 

was 'divirkd into thi'eecdivisions viz. North, Centra l a nd South. 

The South~~n Division. comprised ~he Distrtcts of Bel~aum ~nd 

• · n'· t · t f K- , "1:.. -'~ ~ •• • • Karwar along with the 1s r1c , s o . o_'-3 .. :.8. 2 "" !>. o.Ln <Jcr ~ _ -,~-~. 

resulted i'n a balance in administr~tion in dealing with 

Mar2thi an~ Kannad _ par t? j :r ··< .'.F ~ ::i.visi on. But with the 

extended franchise after 1920 and partic-alarly after the 1935 

Act and with the a dvent of t he majority ruie, the pronbunced 

Kanpad bi.as in th r:: administration· _of the Distr ict' b egan to 

be tceenly felt by the Ma:rath~ spe· ~ :-::i.ng pe ople. Belgo.um .. :1-J 

Karwar began to be. offici~lly ~ntione d as 'Karnatu.k Dis-­

tricts' .which gave a_~ect ,-:: n.couragem~nt ~ o 1ll.....-- ~a4. 
t ::- _DT' omote Kannad in all the Governi11-? r t T)~. 7JB.r-:mc: :'1.ts s 'G cr. ::::.s -.. 

Revenue, Agriculture, ·Forest, Cooperation etc., at the ·cos t . . . . 
of the Marathi in:t ,? r osts ,. l . systematic recruitment .of 

Kannad offi"ers is being macte f or this purpose. 

49. We .must bring po~ntedly t o· the notice of the 

Commission that the construction .J' f.11 ···T ~ .?"'T"':. '1i s t .r ; r:t "' 

of Belgaum is irrationa l, unscientific a nd unnatura L 

The British rulers formed the ir pc litic~l divis i ons a c cor j­

ing t o the exigencies of the time a a they annexe d ter~itory 
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after territory without paying any attention to the 

scientific aspect of the question. The defects and short­

comings bf this arrangem~nt have been perpetuated to this 

day, and no attempts have been made to remove the grievances 

of the people due t o such a· faulty administratiye unit. 

The District of Be lgaum is such~ a case i .n point. 

50. The British, advancing from Kaladgi and Dharwar, 

annexed Belgaum -in 18·18 and 'joined the. annexed· .p.ortion to the 

Kaladgi Division •. .h.fter the formation of the Dharwar District, 

in 1830, all this portion was included in that district. 

When in 1836 they annexed Chikodi Taluka frorh the Kolhapur 

State, the Betgailln District was .formed which i_ncluded als o 
. . . 

predominantly Kannad parts of Sampgaon, Parasgad, Go~ak etc., 
. ' ' . 

The .only consi?era-t;.ion that weighed in the formation of this 

District was that of immediate administrative convenience. 

The obvious defects, inherent ~n a district so formed, were 

not felt by the people in the early days of the administra-

-tion. The District being the primary unit of the state 

should be compact an·d homogeneous. These primary cons'idera­

tions wer e violated in the formation of the Belgaum District. 

Its greatest defect has been that it included large sections 

of Marathi and Kannao speaking populations, each wi~h a dis­

tinct and ~rreconci1able pattern of life and condemned the 

Mar athi minority to the perpetual domination of the Kannad 
·' 

majority ~x in the District, giving rise to a.state of 

constant t ension and conflicts i n the D-istrict. 

51. Another . . glaring defect is the great disparity 

which geographically separates the district into two dis-
'- . 

tinct units , ' each• with pro_biem~ peculiar to it. The 

Western part is hilly, full of forest, with a heavy rain­

f a l l and with small village dott§d over a ll this region. 



hS against this, the Eastern part is a plain with large 

villages, widely separated from each other and the 

rainfall in these parts is not only scanty but most 

parts are exposed to recurring famine. The problems 

facing these two regions being fundamentally different 

it is beyond administrative capacity to deal with them 

efficiently and effectively without entailing tQe dis­

pleasure and neglect of either the one or the other 

part and actually in practice the Western part has . 

::mffer e,1 :!"rom neglect and constantly registered its 

complo.ints. 

52. The third major Qefect was that portions of the 

Deccan states were scattered all over and around the 

district, creat~ng artificial pmlitical divisions. h 

striking instance is provide_d by Sl)ahapur, _wadagaon 

and Angol, which-are the natural suburbs of Belgaum City 

but we~e separated from it because they belonged to the 

states of Sangli, Kurundwad Seniur .and Junior, and thus 

creating an artificial barrier in a homogeneous and 

compact area .• What was true of Belgaum city was equally 

true of the Marathi part of the Belgaum District ·which 

was surrounded on three sides by the Marathi States 

of Miraj, Sangli, Kurundwad, Kolhapur and Sawantwadi, 

and was thus separated from the main land of Maharashtra • 
.' 

With the merger of the states, the Belgaum District 

has become so unwieldly , by the addition of a~ area 

of about 1000 sq. miles apd a population of about 

s,oo,ooo, .for the purpose of efficient administra-tion, 

that the reconstitution of the District h~s become an 

urgent necessity. We therefore urge that with the 
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merger of the Marathi ·States in and aro~nd the Belgaum 

District a rec'onstitution of the District, compri~ing the 

entire Marathi speaking part , is· within easy reach and. 

the Marathi speakers in this _pa±<t have 'been demanding this 

for the last several years. The District so formed, will 

be na~urally joined to Maharashtra. 

53. Administrative -convenience would Sl;lggest that 
I .:. , . . , 

the proposed new district would include the whole of the 

Marathi part of the Belgaum District, Marathi spealdng 

parts of the _North Kanara and Dharwar Districts, whioh are 

contiguous to it and that portion consisting of parts_ 
\ 

of Ajra and G~dhinglaj -f~orri Keilh~_pur District and- the 

portion of the Ratnagiri District ~?g south of the 

Fondha Ghat, thus form.ing a homogene-ous unit of the Marathi 

speaking populat:i.on (vide il.ppendix(). *· 
_-, 

54. We would also sugg~st that the Marathi part of 

the Athni Ta+uka should be me~ged in the adjoining South 

Sa tara District; and that the Maratl'li --part of . ~he Chikodi 

Taluka would be joined to the adjqining Kolhapur District 

and this would be entirely in conformity with the wis~es 

of the people of those part. 

· 55. Another consideration which we would urge is 

the_ future status of Goa. which does not exclude the possi-­

bility pf ~merger with t~~ Indian Union in the near future. 

Goa· is surrounded by the Marath1 · speak1ng ter~itory of the 
' 

orop0sed district on the south, north and east, and Goa 

being a natural part of Maharashtra, the contingency of 

Goa being ultimately merged in Maharashtra cannot be 

ignored in any linguistic reorganisation. 



" PART - li 

BELGri.UM CITY. - INTEGR;U. PARJ Of. MAH..UU.SHTR,\ 

Ever since the demand !or the formation of lin8~st1e 
' 

Province s c<J.me to tho forefront th~ n~mo of BELG;\.UM CI'l'Y 
• 

has fig~red prominently in 11aguiatie controve~sies and 

although extravagent cl~ims kava been put forward _for its 

in~lusion in Karn~tak, the toll,ew'lng exposition ot the 

geographic~l, hi~toric~l ana •ultural intl~c~s which rule 

the -life .of the people will Jfto¥ that B3lgaUJB ~s indisr-.t+-<-, bly 

::tn int ogrql pl'!rt of H4l~.AR .~SHTR4. 

2. It is not difficult te understand the claim of the 

Kam1adigns .to Belgaum when -&elt re ,;llised __ tpa t it is the 

most advanced town- political ly, cultur.:llly, socially and 

educationally .. among all t~e towns of th~ Southernmost four 

Districts of the Bombay State ., It is equally true, however, 

that it is so precisely becaute it has readily responded to 

the movements -"md· influences ori·giaating in Manarashtra and 

has rem~ined practic11lly imtnuna !r-dm Karnatak influences., 

Historic.'3_ l background and:~:~'\illtri-f!D tradi~1ons 
· _ . · ' !J.f Beli~~-- "' _ - · · ' . · · · · · 

3. The name -Belg"l·um itsolf' derives. from Venugl"am (Venu-

flute · Grqm- vill.'ige ) with its 11yt~ological origin · tr !'lced 

b~ck to Lord Krishna of· Yadav f 3mtly and Bolga~ is th~ 

Mar<1 thised form of Vcnugt-'lm (Von{!gJ"!'lm -·. Velugram - Belga uw). 

Belg-'lum has been M':lr<ithi spe1:1king f~om ~ist9ric times and 

was originally made up of old Belg~um (June Belg!lum), For.t 

·and a S!!Ja~l colony outside tho Fort known as Chavatwadi_. 

The old Belg ::.ur.-, ana Chav==t twad1 llave preserved, to this day, 

their purely Marathi origin and character, Durgadovi, tlle 

pa tron Goddess of . the Fort and the Town is the Godess o:f the 

Mar a tha s and was s~ifted over to the Fort from Sanbra, t:hrough 

the co~rtesy of tho ixxi Desni f amily at Sambr~, at the 



- 2 -

time of the construction of the Fort. The hereditary -

priests of this Goddess !:lre the N~ratha Dllr;\vandar .fam~ly. 

The name Dyama\ora given to this Goddoss, is a misnoliler. 

The wel-·known Maruti temple in the town who~e priests are 
- . 

th~ Mar".ltha Birj~s, w::1s also cn'lstructe~ at this tim~. 

Both of these are the o~dest existing temples and _the 

s·a.nnads g~anted to the hereditary priests, by the,!then 

rulers, are in Marathi lan~u~ge ·snd in the Modi script. 

4. _ The development of Bo lg~um d~tes phrticularly 

trom the time of Sqrd~r 1s1dkhan, a ~~~·tory of the 

Bijapur Kingdom. :isadkhan established -his main Mili ta.;ry 
-

and Civil centres at the_ Bel~a.um· For~ and Mandol1, sbout 
. 

four_ miles away -'rom the l<'ort, - anc'l_ msde stremious efforts 

t.o dcveiop this Marat.hi part with the co~peration of the 

Marathi people and -especially the Msrathas. It is bec~use 

of this -that 3 lar-ge number of Marathas pay devout homage 

to his memory, at his shrine known as . ..l.sadkhan D~rga. The 

Tqpe 7 Sambre Part, nesr BeYgaum, has been purely Marathi 
~ - . 

since the beginning -e:l the ancient Maratha f3milies of --Des~is- fro~ Sambra·, ·Jadbavas of~ BaiektinQ.rf, De-sais of 

Uchagaon, have played a significant role ir,i bringing aboU:t 

tho developnient . of this part eveh before the time of 

'.'l.sadkhan. · Shahapur, suburb of Belgaum, began to ·devolo~· 

as a big -business and bqnking centre during the time of the 

~o shawas, and Wlldagaon and Angol, also suburbs ot Belgqum, 

began to develop._rapidly under the watchful eyes of . the 
• 

Patwardhan Sardars. Even the British -Rulers had to continue 

the sqmo traditions bec~u~e of the natural geogr~phical 

-"l dv~nt-"lges with whith Ba.lgaum is blessed. b.s soon ·as 

Belga um W\S an~oxed, it bcc1.mo 'l nntur'il mili tC\ry centre 

whi ch was l ater on develop~d .qs the main and the only centre 

f o:r· t he ,. :crui tment ·"1nd tr "l ining of the Mar'ltha Light 

I nf ·mt::r·,: \•it~ its jurispiction over South Sa~ara, Kolhapur , 
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Ratn~giri and the MA.rathi parts of the Belgaum and 

K~rwar · Districts. In 1836 when the question of 

selecting ~ District Place for the new District Rrose 

Belg~um was *he natux~l choice, ovcr·r!ding the rival 

-claims of 1\nkalgi, . Gokak.,- Murgo<'l and Munoli. The 

strqtegic importance of Belg'lum was emphasised, once 

':lg!'lin, when .the aerodr·ome was constructed at Sambra, 

~f)cut 7 m-iles from Belgaum • 

. 5. The natural ~ituation of Belgaum is such that 

it has develOPed into a traffic centre of ·great 

i11port1nce connectillmt it with Konkan, Goa, Karwar, 

Kolbapur,Poona, Bangalore, _BijapUP etc. 

6. The Sardars High School started by the Goverrupent 

for the Sardars of the Deccan, the Beynonsmith High School 

startep by the Missionaries, the General Library, the 

Municipality are some of ~he importantLocal Institutions 

_w~ich have completed over 100 yea~s of their existence • .. 
7. Education has' also experienced a'rapid development 

' · 
in the City in the number and the var:t.ety or institutions 

which serve the needs of the City. Next to Poena and 

Nagpur, Belgaum is the only place which beaTs an 

unmistakable stamp ·Of Haharashtrian culture as evidenc•"1 

by its many institutions. 

s. ·. It wil~ thus be seen that this phenomenal 

development of Belgaum is not due to its administrative 

importance, as the Headquarters of the District; mr of 

the division and th~ location of the Divisional Office$ 

of P.W.D., Health Depart~ent, D.L.A., Charity Commisstione r 

e tc· but to its natural situation '>~hich is independer.lt 
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of all other consideratio;:s , It has s xperienced all 

this development as the na~w·~l centre of the region 

comprising South Ratnagiri, Goa, Karwar and the Western 
. / 

part of the Belgaum District. And if these parts are 
~ .. 

to develop, :Belgaum is_ bounl to remain their throbbing 

centre. And it is this consid -aration, more ·than anythi r:;:: 

else, that has weighed with us ib proposing 'lfhe formation 

of :=t new District, with Belgaum as its headquarters; 

~ (Vide page'?J~p~ Wi t h j_ts all round 'Mahar_a.shtrian 

bearings, continued pr~e ress of Belga.um and the 

4lrosperi ty and secllri t~r of this Mar:=tthi( region will be 

a s sured only in tld~ maf..~'':l r. Its inclusion · in Karnatak 

. or i n a state C.l' distric t v!i th c. predominantly Kannad 

population 'Hill smother its entire social, political, . 

cultural and e conomic aspirntions. 
.. 

9. Kann~digas need not be unduly perturbed over 

the pr6lposed · re-arr -:mgemGnt of th"' f>istrict :=tnd the 

inelusion of Be lg-'lum in.Hah :.rashtra. Kannadiga.s of Bomba y 
.-

Karnat9.k · r-n ve -already f ·t\I'ly deve loped centres of th8ir own 

like Dha.rwar ~nd Hubl i , and there qr e clear indicqtions 
. 

that Ghataprabha., f a st develop5~g as it is, ~ay become 

th~ h eadquarters of the Districtwith the inclusion of 

BelgRum in Mah1.ras.htra. The sepa:r: g. tion of Belg~um, from 

the pre sent predominentl.y K3.nnac1 Distrj qt ~ •rrJ ' l ~-d r:nt .-. ,--"'- . ., ~; 
-

any matE:rial loss to Ka.rn.'1 tnk, 

Contiguity of :!?.E:!lk?,.\\tri_;~J .!:..b....:li1 ~JJ~ra_~_a.. 
2!l.:.aL. sid Q)i. · 

10 • I.t is sometimes clRimd.~ t h-=tt Be lga::tm is a Ma~ath i 

t o t ho f A. ct s as evid •,;nc ()j even by · g r:· o Jrap?ic~l factors o 

'l'he geogr'1pU .'> l pos1 ti...-m. ~)f t.i1is t o'm is such th :1 t nev88r 

E o, :.:~ · . r, !:'·a s i t l'·~o r: pcs.s .i blc t v sep:'l.la t e it from the Kon]can 

t r .-~c t l :.r:l.ng belo '~' the Gha ~:.; cJf f onda: Amboli and Tinai 'lri:ld 



and·others and it has al'fays served as the gateway tor 

Vengurla, Goa and Karw~t- as haa alra~~ beel) po'-nted out. 

Starting from the East and proceeding cloo~ise, the 

villages of Basarikatti, Hal~~, Yellur, Desur, Nandih3lli, 

N~vag~ , Mazagaon, Mandoli, Savaga~n, Hqngtrge, Hindalga 

Uchgaon, Ambe\oradi, KadoJ:i, Honge, Muchandi, Ashte, Khang 3.on : 

Ni~gi, Mutke, Sambr~ ·· and B~lekundri all · s1 tuatcd within 

~ radius of ten miles from Belgaum, are purely Mqrathi 

spe!king (vide Map No.4). In_othcr words, Belgaum is 

contiguous to M~har~shtra with an unbroken territory on 

three sides <md even on the East1 -the }iarathi spe:tking _ 

tract extends uninterrupt~dly up+.o ten miles. Ail this 

tract . is Marathi SPEt·;:l.king and has m;3.intained its 

Maharashtrian traditions -since the very beginning. 

Social, Poli tic~.l and Cul tur:' l AffinitY of Bclgauw 
wi tfi M::tharashtra··-

11. ·Too much .is sought to be made of the existence 

of cGrtqin names of Kannad orig.in in Belgaum. But ·they 

are in evidence only as cxception.ql relics ot the rule 

of 0ccasion~l forme:r X-J.nnad rulers and their presence in 

no way argues thqt the origina l inh~bitants are or were 

K~nnad of or Kanri8.d origin.. Ihmes and designations of 

localities public places, gods and goddesses, temple,, 

and shrines, street names,. etc. are all of purely 

Hara thi or-igin. 

12. As mer1t1.oned earlier, +h~ orig:l.na:l inhabitants 

of BeJ '?,' .:. ...un have been M:tr<~thi speqking and mainly Marath::s~ 

the Saraswa.ts, Deshas~;h,J., Konk~nastha and Karadha 

Brahmins, the N~rwekar and Bandekar Vaishyas, the 

Namdevas and Bhavsar Kshtriyas, the Nabikas- etc. have 

settled down here since historic times; and any 

r efer ance to them as emigr<mts or f·lo~ting populatiom1i.s 
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a deliber~te tr~vesty of f -'lctu.al .::vincmcc and histori-cal· 

truth, ~nd grossly mischievous. The migration of the K~nnadigas 

to Belg.-:tum took place only in recent times and it is re3-J;l,y , . 

they v1ho are the emigr<:tnts and not the Mar~thi people., 

' . 
13. i'he social, - cultur::~l and political affinities ot 

Bolgaum are ~11 plttely Msh:=trashtrian. ·Even in recent times, 

loc:1l leaders like Natu, Bh.':ttt;), Telang ,. Chhatre, Lad 'tTe:re 

purelyMan3rashtr1ans~ and even today the leadership in 

every sphere of· soci~l , polrtical and cU:ltural aetivi ties 

j.s n~tur::tlly · and inevitably in : the hands ·of the Marathi 

p~ople. 

14. Culturally, as lingl;li3tically ~· Bclgaum , has 

alwa11 spont'm~ousl;.y l?espondod, 'and has ah1ays served, as 

the centre for the pro~?ogation of all activities or.igin<l.ting 

in Mah!'lrashtr"1.o Indeed, t~c demand for a united state of 

Mah&r !:l shtr1: with Bombay, N~ .. gp :.u·, !blgaum, Karwar ,.,as first 

put forth · from this placs 1n th10: year 1946 and eve'r since 

then Belg:mm has been c::trrying on the fight for the · 

. tions and -deliberations. It has also given birth t o the 

Sanyuct Maharashtra Parished under tho Presidentship of 

Shri Shank~rrao Deo, the +ncn Secretary of the Indian 

N~tional Congress; and it was at this time that the 

Mah.qrashtr~ Ekikaran. S'lmi ty, which ~s submitting this 

N:cr.lOro:tndum, was est~biishcd, For a long tim.e · even b·:: f::>r..;; 

tr,ic, institutions like l:;hp V:ngmay a C>::; Y'chR M::J_n·dal, 

Marathi Sansr1.kshaka Mandal, Daxin Mah!lrashtra Mandal 

etc. ,.,or0 function~ng espociqlly to s1.fcguard the iritore :: ;, ~. 
' . 

of the l ~B.rath"f speakers • . As far back RS 1929, the . 

annu.·:ll session of . the Maha~ashtra Sahi tya S:1molan was 
' ' 

he lti h .: re under the auspices of tho Vanguraya Churcha Man«lal, 

·whi~h (t l S 'J celebrated in 1945 .the CentenP~ :Y of the Mare.t ·hi 

St ngrJ "• l i•1 thr:: .'i.nntnl Se ssion of the Maharashtra Sah1 tya 



S~melan in 1946, for the second time. Two out of the 

four Sessions of the Daxin Bhag Sanyukt Maharashtra 

P.arishacJ were also held here under the Presidentship of ' 

Shri Kesh~vrao Jedhe and SJll.i B.·S.ijire respectively.., 

15. Most of the educ.ational Institutions and other 

~rganis~tions devoted to the promotion of art,1iter3ture 

and C'.llture, too numerous to be mentioned, are established 

and diroctly Ulanaged by the Mar.athi ·people. The claim 

alre~dy made, that Belgaum .is not only an integral . part 

of Haharashtra but :m importR.nt centre of Maharashtrian · 

culture, next in importance only. to Bombay, Poona and 

Nagpur; will be further substantiated by the following 

statistica+ data. 

Linguistic comQosition of Belgaum. 

16. The City of Belg':lum consists of_ thre.e parts 
' viz. (i) the City proper, (2 ). Sh:th"lpur and (3) th8 , 

Cantonment. Tne first two · together. form the present 
. ~ 

. Municip1l are.a of the to~.m with a tot::ll .population of 

i,61,l1Q and population f i gure s th"\t were av~ilab:l.e to us · 

~~the time of the 195l .Census arc as follows:-

MarRthi Kannad Urdu Others. 

Belgaum 44329 20204 14596 . 4242 

Shahapur 10970 3928 ·1172 1560 

Total 55-290 24132 15768 5~02 

Percentage 54~7 23~8 15.5 6.0 

(The"se figures are obt -.:d n~?ct from tho HCmicipal Ro.cord) 

The population of t he Cat;1tonment area . is 16717 

in addition to the !!. bovo f i gt.tres • 
. 

although linguistic 

pr9pprtion of the CantoL:tont is not av :1ilable, on the · 

basis of investigations carried out 'by us they may be 

sagely t ~ke~ to be a s . follows ~ -
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Cantonment.: Mar~thi. Kannad 

12500 800 

Urdu 

1500 

Others 

2000 

17. The overall percentage, theretore for b()th tl\&!le 

areas would work out roughly as ·:-

Marathi Kannad Urdu- Qthers 

57 % 21% 14 ~ 

It should be noted in this aonnection that th~ 

. speakers of Marathi have always been in a overwhelming 

' majority here, while the figure of Kannad speakers has 

been considerably augmented, particularly after the last 

~ war. · The main factors which contributed to this 'l-ise .are 

(1) Exp•msion· of old offices and star·ting of new ones 

of the State and the Union Govts. to which. recruitment 

~as made.alttlost enttrel:i from Kannadigas. · (:'.) The 

educ 0. tional facilities provided by communal associations 

and institutions was a powerful _ f~ctor in attracting 

students and even their famillf'~ from distant K- :.~1 · aC. 

3.reas like Mysorc, B:me-:>.lo»e and Andhra. Tne es-t~bli_shm~nt 

of the K:1rn::>.tr::k Univ.~rsi ty and inclusion of Insti tation~ · 

of Balg~.um. inpit ,was also ~ contributory ~actor· (3) The 

c::>nstant ~nf~ux from the famine ridden K--<nrl;:•d tract ot 
• 

the District has considP.r?hly inflated the figures or 

Kannad popula.tion in Be;Lgaum. If ~\11 this floating 

population, which can be fairly estimated at 5 % of the 
> 

. total population, is excluded, the Kannadigas are only 

16 % of tqe total population ~f Be1gaum. These figures 

are sufficiently e~oquent to expose the audacious claim 

to Belgaum repeatedly put fnrth by the Kannadigas. · 

18. The speakers of' U;du and other languages in the 

town have, for :-.tll pract :i c9.l purposes, adopted Marathi 

as their seconct mother tong!le. As for the muslim 

community who ar~ mostly Urdu spe~kers 1 the record 1nd 
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administration of ~11 their mosques and shrines is 

maintained -and carried on .:.n Harathi. The reading room of . 
the well known Juma M~sjid subscribes to seven Marathi 

periodicals but not to a single Kanriad p~per, 

19. It is an ~indisputable fact realised 9Y all communitit-s 

th3t knowledge of Marathi in the absolutely essenti:il requ:.:ite 

for living in Belgaum. While the total 'ignorance of Kannad 

wouJ.rJ pass unnotioed. 

20. 

Education?l data 

The linguistj.c statistics for educational 
(;:.}> . 

institutions areAfollows:-

Primary schools.. No. of schools· 

Marathi 

Kannad 

Urdu-Marathi 

29 

11 

10 

50 

. . 
No. of pupils. 

10345 

3010 

1740 

15095 

The first school established here in 1830; was 

a Marathi school. 'All the above schools are within the 

Muncipql limits. They were ~r~nsferred from the District 

School Boa~d to the Municipality on 1.3.1949 and this day 

was celebrated as "Deliverance Day"' by the Marathi Public 

.which is ~ clear indication of the attrocious prejudices 

which characterised their administration by the Kannad­

dominated District' School Board. In glaring contrast to• 

this attitlb.de, the Municipality has facilitated the all­

round progress of both Marathi and Kannad schools since the 

transfer as can be seen from the administrative reports of 

that body. 

21. There is not a single Kqnnao school in the 

Cantonment area. It is partinent to note in this conn-::'ction 

that when tho te'lching o.f a region .. 1 language was made 

compulsory, the two prominent Jesuit Mi s sion School~, in the 

, ) Y',i ·~ .f. f .. . .. " 1!Th:l.~h_ 'h -;·170 ( :"'.C h 'l strength Of OVer 1000 and 



No. of 
High. 
schools 

17 

Percentage 

- 10 ... 

have English as the only medium ~f instruction, decided 

to introduce the tea~hing of Marathi only as a regional 
I l anguage inspite of the great pressure of interested 

authorities to impose Kannad as the ·regional langu9.ge. 

22. Of the total number of 2874 c~nOidatas appe~ring 

qt the Primary school Leaving Certificate Examination in 

1954, at the Belgaum Centre, 2013 were Marathi, 794 were 

Kannad and 67 were tlrdu. 
Secondary schools 

23. Figures showing medium . oT instruction: 

Total 
No. of 

No. of 
schools. schools 

·with 
Marathi 
only~ 

No. of No. of schools 
schools with both 
with Marathi & 
Kannada Kannad 

No. of No. of 
schooll! school 
with with 

only · 
Urou English 

- ... - - - ... - .. ~ - - - - - - - -
17 7 1 6 1 2 

----------------------,..----------- .. -- ~--------------·-----------
Figures showing linguistic proportion 

. of pupils. 

Total number of classes . 189 "a Total no. of pupils 6433 

--------------------------~------------------------------~------ 1 · Marathi I Kannada I Urdu . ~ En~lisl'l ... ; 
No. ·of No. or l No. of No. of INo.of No.of ~'Io.of No.of I 
~wJ:Ux · pupils l classes pupils I classes pupils class pupilsi 

classes l I I es ! 
---------------------------------------------------------~---- - 1 111 . 3709 55 ° 1786 7 - . 240 16 6 98 ' 

I 

58% 27.6% 3.6% - 10 .8 . ~ 
---------------~----------------~------------------------ - --- - . / 

University Education -

24. The total· number of colleges in Belgaum is 4, 

all of which are affiliated to the Karnatak University. 

~wo af these are full fledged Arts and Science Colleges, 

one is a Law College and one is a second01ry teachers 

tr01ining college. The Teachers Training College is a 

Gover nment In~tttution meant chiefly for tr3ining the • 

teachers in the so-called Karnatak Districts of Belgaum 
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K~rwar, Bijapur af!.d Dnarwqr • . · The Law Co1lege'a has '!lso 

been gttr~cting a largo ' number of students ftom Mysore, 

Hang~lore and Ma!iras· areas on account of the liberal 

admission facilities and qualifying standards. 

There are about 2500 students enrolled at all , 

these four ·colleges. Their linguistic distribution is ... 
roughly as tollows:-

Marathi 1400 
Kannad 800 
other-s 300 

25. It is sianificant to note that with the 
. ' 

est~blishment of tha Karnatak Univerlsity in 1950; the 

development of Maharaahtrian ~nstitutions in Belgaum have 

experienced a serious set-back. The compulsory 

affiliation o·f .institutions in Bel~aum to this University 

was consistently opposed by the public on the ground tha~ 

-·Belgaum peing admitt<adly bi-lingual, ~uch compulsory 

affiliation ~uld be a premature and unauthorised 

commitment in favour of K~rnatqk. In·practice; the local 

Marathi studonts and the stufl. cnts from the Marathi . " ·• 

parts 'Of the ~istr~ct _and So~th Konkan, Goa and Kar'\omr 
\ 

who were naturally hitherto coming to Belgaum, were 

forced to seek admission to institutions affiliated to 

the Poona and Bombay Universities. I .t is natural tha-i; 

these students !>hould seek qualificati()nS from a 

Univorsity of the region in which ,their future careers 
I ......_ ·' • 

would lie. A; .grad\la·te of the Karnatak University would 

~ave no future unless his mother t~ngue was Kannad and ~ 

Degree from the Ka,rnatqk University may ~ bo d~scriminated 

against in Maharashtra. This has greatly affected· both. 

thP. institution~, ~he students and their p.1.rents • 

26. It was brought to the notice of the Government t.ha~ 

the Government" had the right, in ex~rcise of section 5 • 
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section S(c) of th.e ~al!'nat~_ ,University Act, · to permit the 

affiliation of._any .. insti_t.ti:tion situatect· within these four ' 
. . . . : . ; . / .. . . . . ' . 

Distr-icts to any ot,h~r . University- 'outsfde this territorial 

jurisdiction and assurances were given from time to time to 

the authorities of t~e · R~ni -Parvati Devi College, ,Balgaum, 
- ~-

after it was sh~tted from:S~vantwadi to BelgQ,um, that this . . . . . 
- .- .-.__ .( _. 

right would be exercised , :f:f -.necessary to _safeguard the 

linguistic and cultural interests of the College which is 

pre'dom;l.nently Marathi. - These assurances ha.v~·' ',!rP far, not 

.· been . 'Q@;J'ried out lnsplte" ot the :c~~-ce;~e~ ~g.i ta t ,ion launched . . 
.. . . • . . f . ~4 ( · : :'-:. ; .,: ~- . • . • • • · · , , • • ' \:::.. • •• ~ • 

. by; ii'i£'1Uent1al social and · p'oihitical bod'ies all ove;r . 
•. . ... . 

Maharashtra (vide in Defe-nce or eu~tura~ . rig~ts" issued by 

the --R.P .College) • It inay ~e noted in this conp.ecticm that . 
the aid of seetton 5 (a) wa~ readily invoked by th~. ~ombay 

Govt; in facilitating the affil,iation of the Medical College 

at Udipi, ·in Madras State,-lying outside the statutpry 
. 'f' . ' • .· • • 

jurisdiction of th? Karnatak' 'university. This is a alear 
' 

indication of· how the Kannad majority in the Di~t.:t'ict ~s 

/,-placated ·by the Govt. at the cost of legitimate Marathi 

-_ , i_lltere:sts~ · · # 

:.:.· ... - . --- .... . ...... · .. ~. ·· .. ,( .. -

2~. In this context ; aJ.'l.C:l\~r '-ittpor.t&nt <consideration which 
. ··. .- -:' . . . . . - . 

deserves immediate .att~tion,;..._, is: _th-e . qu({s-t:i.on: of the medium 
• • • .::. """ . ' • J .. : • ' -. ' • ~ 

of instruction. -It. is hq_w almos-t ' ine~i t~bi~ th~t the 

regional language would be .the n·atural medium of instruction 

at all the stage~ - in th~ · near_ .future·~ It is equally true that 
' -

Marathi i~titutions cannot expect the, University of 

Karnatak, devotod .a.~ ,,,i·t, wo-ulcS1~ha~~ally bh· to the .' prdnlOtion 
. " - ..... <:- .• ~ • • ' 

or Kannad ·langu~ge ·and culture, to safegu~rd adequately 

the Marathi interests, let a.lone . the vigorous promotion of 

Marathi bnguage,' institutions and cultlhre. It would 

neither have the natural desire nor the necessary funds 

to undertake q duty whioh legitimately was within the province 

of 11 :University devoted solely to the promotion of Nar<tthi 

• 
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interests. The only rational way to provide a natural 

ch'lnnel for the growth and expansion of the Mar.athi J.al!guage 

and culture of the Marathi part ot the Distri·ct, is to 

facUit:~.te, as early as pos-sible, its integration with the 

rest of Maharashtra. 

Munlqilfl ~m~niltrat1on. 

28. Coming into exist-.e ~• & P~ch Coamittee in 

the year 1852, the Belgaum Boro~h M_~ioipali ty ra.cently 

completed 100 years ot its existence and has thro~ghout this 

_period aarried ·on its adininiatratiorr through Mara~h,i as its 

otfici~l medium. This is but natur~:ll as it correctly reflects 

the ling~i~tic compositi~n a~ the City. The proportion of 

its Marathi members has always stood at above two-thirds to 

the rem::.tining one-third· comprisingKaJ).nad, Musiim, and Harijan 

m3mbers. · Out of the 44 members of the present civic body, 33 

are ~arathi speakers while only 7 are kannad speakers, the 

rem3.ini-ng <! · belng l4u~lims who ~re Urdu-Marathi speakers. As 

the ·el~ctioii,~ _ were conduc:ted on adult franchise, this ma:y be . . 
taken· ·t"o be truly representative o'f th·e linguistic character 

of the city. 

29. Out of the total ~1UJI6el' · ot lQ2-l2 houses in the 

~unicipal area, 5507 are owned oy Mara}hi· speakars,+~66 by 

k'uinac1a speakers, 1452 by ·Musllm ariel 287 by spe'lkers of oth~t'" 

lang'l'lgaa. . 

30. Tbe voters list of the MUnicipality~ ~re . av~iiqole both 

1n M~r~thi and Kann'ad and . yet during the period of twelvq 

years from 1942 to 1954, 964 Marathi · lists ,_.,ere sold ·as against 

the sale of only 76 kannad lists. 

31. More th~n 80 % ot .the shops and establishments 

registered with the Municipality under the Shop Act, are of 

M~rathi speakers, while the remiining 20 % comprise M~slims 

Marwqrles, Kannad and others. 
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32. The n~mes of 911 the streets and lanes in the 

Municip:1l arc:t and elsewhere, such ~s Chavat, Gondh<il~, 

Patil, Pangul, Burud, Bap::tt, Kadolkar,Kelkar,Narwekar, 

Bichu, Navi, Thala~wadi etco are of pure Marathi origin, 

and not of ·Kannada origin as wrongly claimed by certain 

Kannadig·as. End-names designating loc11tions likeid: Ves, .. -
Khind, Bag, Ge1lli, ~hunt, Chowk ?tc. are·genuine Harathi 

names. Even the name Konwal (me~ning corner turning) ~s 

purely Ma.rathi and not at- all Kannada as s~etimes claimed • 

. The street names such 'as Basvan·, An{in~shay.an ~Ganpati, 

Kapileshwar are derived""'fr.om... .-t.bB-~ nmn&S of defties and cannot 

be claimed as either Marathi qr Kqnnad u in origin • 

33~ . A glance at the collec.tions of . Octroi receipts for 
/ --~. 

I • 

the merchandise imported into the Mun~dipal area, from the 

Marathi and Kt:innada· :regiohs, as obtaj.ned from the 

respect"ive Mur:icipal Nakas will amply show that Bclg:1wn has 

its trade channel~ flowing mainly from Marathi areas and not 
. . 

from Kannada areas (vide ' appendix 5). 

34. Inspite of this preponderance of Marathi in civic 

life as evidenced above the Munic:i. !'" 1 Borough has, at all 

times, scrupuloaely ~ pJ.rsued a pol1cy qfgcn~ . u. :~ ::· -~-+:~-!-,~e 

in deali~g with the problems of the Kannad mi~ority~ 

Applicatidns ln Kannad are al:ways enter.tained by the Muriicl~al 

authori tias,; K<mnad members are at 1ull liberty to address 
. I 

meetings of this body in their o'.rm languqgc; almost all 

municip!!l circula.rs and notices and -lroters ____ Lis'ts, etc . .. are 

published in both Marathi and Kannad. Since the transfer of 
-the Primary Schools from the Dis.trict s·chool ~oard .to -the 

Municipality, the· Municip2l s~hool Board has tre3ted the 

Kannad . schools without any discremin.ation to th.;; fullest 

satisfaction of the Kqnna ~ population. 

35. · Inspitc of this overwhelming evid0nce of unm:i.sb.k:nbly 
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Marathi character of the city and the spirit of accommodation 
' . . 

and toler :o n!"~ s'h•wn by the ~1unicip?li ty and " the Marath1 _ 
. . ) 

public; and"lcimls ~ttemptq, :lre being made ·by staunch Kanhadlgas 

to bri~g pressure on the -Municipality, through the Government, 

to force the Municipality to · accppt Kannad ·as the ofttcial 

lang'.l."\g J of ad~inistraUon; obviously _with a · view 'o 

est~blishing their claim to Belgaum as a -Kannsd city. 

Trade and Mereb,nt!le ASsoeiations. 

36. _There are ~bout 20 recognised Trade and MG~c.ilant::~ 

As-sociations in the Ci_ty am:r-~ of the:sG- conduc-t their 

administration through Marathi, _while only tW:o util_ise 
. -- . . . ~ 

Kannad alone with Marathi'. The mos-c important d:f · influential . . 
e 

of thes ,1 bOdie s is the Govt ~ org::J.nised Belgqum ME";rcha,nt 's 

--· Association ~i th a membership of 244, o·f whom ~eventy 
r. 

are Kannad s~~akers. It- was but nat~al that recently, 'when 

the elections of' this body came to tlm be fol:lght, for the • 
. . 

first '··time, by ballot, the Mar3.thi group captured 16 -seats ...-

ag ·ag'linst only ~ seats s~c.ured by _the Kan.riad group, giving a 

clear indication"':Ji' ling•oli s +i " ;~_-r e:ngth and sympathy-• . 
• .. 

·' 
'I'hG Press Owners' Association has a·membersn~P -

of 42 b'1t only two or three of these printing pre s~ ge..t <:my 
1\.. 

:t ppr-epi~ble · quantity of Ksnnad work. 

Journals and Public~tions 

37. The · f'ollo-y;ing periodica·ls are published -in Belg 1Um. 

Mar:1thi Dur'ltion · K~nnad a 1·l8ekl:i.es Dur3tion. 
B1:~;;;1;------ ~- -·· ------.----· · ··- --w~~;i;:;;:--------------
------------~-----~-------------------~--~--------------

Tarunbh'lr at 
Varta-vihar 

Weeklies -

26 yrs 
3 yrs. 

B~ lgq um Sqmach8.rya 
92 ye ars 

Chi·ki ts "lk"l. 
R::J. sht r!vir 
Lokma t 

1. Sand c sh 
· 2. Jan'l Jivaj 

16 years 
.7 II 

92 ye3rs. 

7011 
" 

34 II 

2 II 
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Fo,rtnightly -Duration 

1.- Pr'lgati and Jinvijaya ,52 •years. 

Further facts on tni~s i:?suc ar~ ;~~J.U in.tnrlli&l! .. 

ahd convincing. The Kannad we,ekly 'Kar,}l~\ltca* $t~rkd by 

t}}e late Shri Mu.dwed Venkatrao ·of ~ha.PYar'* and the le~d!.llg 
r . . . 

Kannada d~ily ~ Sany~ta . Kar~atak', star·ted b:y S~:l. 1\ .. R. 

Diwakar, · were ogiginally .p@lished: from Belcauzn; but the 

r espo.nsc was so poor and (U$e<Jl.U"~g1ng tnat ~7 had .to be· 

trlnsplanted very shortly to ~the n~tive •oil ~f' K~rna~ak at 

Dharwar and Hubli. The ~ldest weekly of this p1aee 'The 
< 

Belgqum: Sama:char r was originally 1>•lbli$hed in Ka-nnada ~t 
-

hqd -to cqrry on only as a Ma,.. r- thr journ~l tor the lqst 8Q 

ye ~rs. The second oldest weekly Chiktisk, though -originally . . . . . . . . 

published both ln Marathi and Kannada (InDevanat.r1 script) 

hqd also to revert enly t~ Marath~ .60 ye~rs ago• 

Ot the outsi~e !ournqls sold in the eit7 1011 

copies ~re of Harathi journals. while only lOOO aPe copie• e! 

Kannad journals. 

Libraries and- reading rooms. 

38. · As to libraries ~nd ·reading rqoms it maybe 

m ~,.., ~~ : l : .·,,.:_ t. .r ·.,~ L o•J. t of ari aggr egat!flo libra~i~s 7 are 
. ''\ . . 

exclusiv:0ly Marathi; two of. . +,r. e rcm q'intng aPt ''•lingual, 
-~ 

as they receive the r.rvt. Grants, and the only 11 
f\ 

exclusively Kannada. 

The Belgaum Gene~-1 L1brary, which is the l.,&est · 
- • J \ 

or "ll!', ~md a District librl'l.:ry has the f~llov1a~ ntlll)er 1-
books according to l~ngu.qges. 

· Marathi Kannad English Othe:r'S~ 

5347 4862 4801. 

· "since 1948 tkis tnstitut10n has bee~ iua •• a free 

r eading roo.m under the G<;>vo rnm~nt.· scheme. 'lhe tiguret •r 
r eaders for the years 1•18 to 1953 ar e given below&-
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_ :Xe;ar_ ~-~~~1---~~~---~~~~ 
1948 7785 - 3780 627 

1949 9798 5059 1294 

1950 5836 3471 767 

1951 3068 1955 492 

1952 3033 1409 384 

1953 3574 1295 368 

These figure s ar l obtained from the records of 

·thE: l ·l bra ry. 

39. ~N're st1ing which is "!. typical Maharashtrian :rpert 
. . 

is pr<tctised at this · place in a">out -20-Akhadas (wrestling 

pits) and they are .a:ll p :1troni~: ed by the l'1arathi Speakers. 

40. With such .c lose <1nd ' v_itl.3. connection with Maharashtra 
I 

through naturalJ. s ~tion, trade, cu1 ture; history and language·· 
- I 

'Belgaum ha s legitim~teiy aspired i " r its political -re-union 
• -l. 

with Maharashtra. Its inclusion i~ a predominently Kannad 

District for administrative purpofeS and political 
. ,.. . " I 

exigepcies, is accidenta l and nnn - ~tural. Pa~ticularly since 
. ! 

the f-1ontford Ref.orms Belgauin ha 1 come increasingly Wlder the 
~. 1Ct4d~ - _ 

rule of the Kannada ma jori tyt\.and :- a s been experien_cing the 

de termined pressure of the major~· ~y rule. The ~ttempt of the 
. I 

K-:mnadiga s to introduce the 'Nad 1 Habba 1 the national festiva l 

of Karna tak in Belgaum, has no~j met with any popular res :ponse. 

The a ttempt of the _Kannadigas t 1- remune Th:'llakwadi, ' suburb o~ 

Belgaurn, where the 1924 Congre ; { : Session was seld, as 

Vij ayan.-:tgar, has prov3:d:ed to ·~ ) e qua lly abortive. The 

spontaneons response ,.,1 t h which the two :innual sessions of 
- If 

the Mahqr~ shtr !l liter!lry con: ! r enee, the H11rathi ·Journalists 
. I . 

confGr ence, and the cele br~ 1 ion of. the Cent::.nar y _of the 

:~ar 'l thi Sbge, \ore r o r c: :rn -:!tor, . "1.nd effe ctive r e plies to tho 

vociferous campaigns of the K~nnqdigas to cla im Belga um ' for 

.. 

4 1 . As long ns Engli i 1 wqs the 13ng ~~go of administr ~ tion 
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- and educati -:m, the linguistic and cultural differences in tho 

border :1rcas did not disturb the pl~cid course of civic 

life. But tR'I!l ill!9ti 1 1 ; 1 6tlsed h¥- the demand for linguistic 

st 9 t0s :md the inevitable adoption of the regional language 

for purposes of administration and . education have exposed 

the Harathi M'3.jority of Belgaum to the ever present and real 

fear of Kannad being imposed upon them. The extended 

fr.::tnchis·e giving a glear majori ~y to the Kannadigas in tho 

Distri-ct as a whole, as at present constituted ?as created · 
-

the anomaly of placing a majority in their own region at ·the 

mercy of a minority in that region. 

42. Inspite of the incontestable evidence proving that 

Belg~um is ~n integral part of MahRrashtr"?., the vocifarous 

claims and attempts made by the Kannadigas to Belgaum have 

created an atmosphere of suspicion and t :::nsion in the civic 

life of the city and entqiled unnecessary suffering ~nd. 

enormous handicl'\ps, th,at hqve in many ways thwarted its 
' 

legitim::1te progress and arrested its natur3.l development • 

. A note onnthe trad.e and commerce of Belgaum. 
-

• 1Uthough Belgaum is .not industrially advanced, it is 

1n important commercial .cen.tre particularly tor export · and 

imp~rt bc tveon South Konkan, Goa and Kar\lrar and the :rest of · 

Maharashtra. Ne~rly 90 % df its commercial transactions are 

with the Maharas~trian ·territory while less thnn 10 % are with 

Ka:rnatak. The main commercial cEmtres\ for _t_he Kannad parts 

of the Di~trict are loc<J.ced at Bail-Hongal and Gokak, of· 

which Bail Hongal is under the Harket Act. Both these centres 

c~ter to the commerciar needs of the Kannad tract qnd hav~ 

developed and flo :~rishing contacts with H1J.bli and the other 

K.<J.rnr:ltak centres. ·Although Hubli is a highly developed 

commercial ce~re , l'tt a dist:mce of 59 miles from Belgaum, the 

l qtter has very li ttlo comrne:rcb.l contact with Hubli. While 

B13 lg1um i s the only r 'l ilwA.y station for comm-ercial tr .qffic for 
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the South Konkan, Gokak, Pacchapur and Ghataprabh~ serve 

the commercial needs or ' the K~nnad area or the District. It 

will thus be seen th'l t without Belgaum, the commercial · 

and economic interests .or South konkan, Goa and Karwar 

will suffcr ·a serious set-back althou~h the small v~lume 

or trade with the Kannad areas is not at ~ll 11kelr to be 
• 

disloc.<tted. Belgawn has always been the matn feeding centre 

for Goa and will have to rely increasingl1 fU the resources 
• 

oT Belgaum in .future. / 
·r 

T3lt1kcwise Lingu!hstte pata .. of the Harathi . Part 
I 

1. Ch,qndgad Tsluka (vide Map No •. 2). 

~ea 

PopUlation 

39.4 sq.llliies. 

80513. 

All th• 130 villages · in the Taluka ara Marath1 

spe::1king. 

Boundaries· or the T~luka 

To the E.ast is the. Belgaum T3.l'.lkl'l to· the West 

Ratnagiri District, to the North, Ko-lhaptir Dist. and 

Mar.!\thi spe':'lking part of the · Huke.r±' T~l ·lka to_ ~he ~$'.lth 
' . 

Kh'lnapur Taluka "' . The TaJ:i.tka is S'lrroundod on all sides 
' by Marat~i spe~king areas. It is joined to t~ Ratn~siri 

District by several gh~t roads. 

_The language_or the whole T~luka is entirely 

Mar:ithi. It li'es near.t the e~est of the Sqnl?-y.a ·Mountain 

in Sonth Ratnagiri and adjoins the parts · or Ajr~, Gargoti 
. ' . \ 

and Radhanagari in the Kolhapur bist. having simila~ 
. -

geogr'lphtc'il ahd natur.'ll . char::tcteristics. The Taluka 

is the .Paddy growing tract a~d economic3.lly ~very backward, 

it thererore n~eds urgent development. 

Li. uthority:- . 

Dist. School Board. 

M-; r athi 
Urdu-M rathi 

~~c ,: ·xw""~*:l~ood?~ 
·~ .. . " .. J,. .. .. "1 - --T- .-

N J . .Ji' !'!Ch~ols 

30 
1 

. ' 
N~'. of p~.&pils. 

3535 
107 
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No. ot schools. No. of ptlpils. 
B"lgaum Zilha Prnthamic 
Sh~ksh~na S~r.iti 

M :~ !'::>thi 

B c lg!~ Shetakar1 
Shikshana S;mi ti 

Msrathi 

Tot3.l 

33 1160 

61 ~305 

------~ 

125 7107 

There is not a single K~nnad!\ school. ~n the T __ luka. 

~t oay be note4 here th~~ as the. number of schools 

runnby the Dist. Sehool Board was quite insufficient two 

private Institutions of the ~~tht spe~kers, mentioned in 

the table above, had to take the initiative and cond~ct 

94 schools. 

The pupalat1on or the Taluka has a keen desire to 

be inc-luded in Maharashtra and the propag:mda carried on at 

times by the some interested Kannadigas that the people or 

the Tnluka h~ve ~ desire to be jotned- :t.o __ J(!'lrnatak is totally 

f'\lse and mischievous. 

2 .. Khanapur Taluka (vide Hap No.3) 

Area 

population 

Tot~l no. ot villages 
"' 

.. 

675.3 sq.llliles. 

99872. 

222 o~t ot. which 196 
· are M::lrathi speaking with 

an area or 548.8 sq.miles 
and popnb. tiQn of 78146 • 

Out of these 195 vU.lages, 176 have more than t?o% 
NY) 

Marathi · speakers, and~the rem~ining 20 villages M~rathi 

spc~kers are more than so%. Only ~ villages 1n the 'l'aluka 

are Kannada spe'lking with a poplllation of 2172.4. 

Boundaries of the Taluka -

To the West is th0 R~tn~giri Dist~ and Go~, to 

the North B.:=:- l c .1um T~Ltk~, to the South Hqliyai Taluk11 and 

Supa Peth<1 in Kal'\fflr Dis~.: . to· the E~st ·S11mpgaon Tf:l.luke~. ano 

portion round about ~lnaw~r in Dharwqr Taluka of the 

Dbarwar District. Thus the t qluka is ~·..1rrounded on thl'ee sidol 
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by Mara thi spe~kihg areas • .. 
Boundqrios at thA Marathi p~rt .-Starting from the ·• 

South- to the Ea st of the Alanwar-Bidi rood lies the bound<try 

of the Har a thi tract which ex~end(to~ ·the North ot Bidi vin 

Hind alg-a , Bunk.i Basa~ikatt1, Vadd,e·'bail and. proceed-ing to 

Top.inl<at ti., : j~ng Nandihall1 1ri the BelgaQm, Taluka .(viae 

ruap, no.3). 

PrimarY education·, in thr Taluk~ · • 
: .. , .. 

Authc.•ri ty 

Mar a thi 

" ~o. of -school$. No. of pupils. · 

Dist.School Board 
Priva -he agenc±os· 

KA.nnada 

'D±st School Board 
Private <.tgencies 

Urdu 

Dist.Sch~ol Boal"d 
Urd u..;Mara-~h! 
Urdu Kan'riada 

Grant total 

' , 

.. 

24 
·f!l .... 
"ttl 

---... -~--
42 

.4 
3 

------~~ 
160 '. 

:3131 
283~ 

5970 

._ gso? 
95:4 

. 470 
l.54 

----
624 

10100. 

As me·{ltioned e arlier many ghat roads lead to Goa, 

*arwi ~' 9 . -:1.11d Vengurla _ throu~h the .flqrathi P?rtion of this _ 

T:::t luka . Fro:n a li points of v:$-ew the -M~r.athi part in the T::1. lul{a . . . 

is thoroughly Mah-3.rashtrlan. 
\ }es reilgion, so,ci~l, histor i c ::tl 

" ~ 

politic a l and c_ultural tradi tiOl'ts_ are out and put Mah-arash:trianf. 

Mirashis, Pate~s, Ghadis, Gar3.va s, Des.qis, Deshpandes, 

Inamdars, and other vatandars in the Ta"!uka are all Mara thi 

speakers.. Halshi, a well known historical place in this 

Ta l •1ka wa s the capital of the K3.d~mqa kings in Goa· in 
. - . 

Ivlediava l times. Thetdescendants of .this Kad amb~ dynesty, . 

t ire Harath~ Kadnms ate scattered througnout the Districts 

of ·Be lg -:nnn, K-3. r'·mr, Goa , RA. tn-3.giri and Kolha pur. The 

Souther nmost centre of the f amous N"lth s ect of Mahar nshtrn • • 
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was situated in th1~ Tal~a as mentioned earlier • . 

In the 'Ma~at~i portion or the Taluka~ ~anapur 
-

Nand gad and bidf sre important places. 

Khan?Put -(Population 6175) This town is ixx 

indisputably Marath1 •pe~king •. . Eafore it .became a TalUka 

place in ·1867, Bid~ w.~s ~he taluk~ _ pl~ce • ~en. all the 
. . 

administration ot the .Taluka was conducted J,n M-arathi. Thera 

ar-e in all 6 primary ~q~ools in the town; and their 

figures are As follows:-

No~, of schools. 
/ 

Marathi 
Kannada 
Urdu-'Marat.b1 

2 
2 
2 ·---.Q 

No. of pUpils. 

67~· 
240 
222 
--~--
. 1140 

There ts a h:tgh sg~l in the town which has 175 

Mara tl'li pupiis ~d fir"ty t~nmlda pupils. To mention some of 

the . outstanding -~chie.v.ements . of Khanapur in Marathi 
~ . 

liter:> ture and stage, S·t may be noted , that 'Lokami tra.' a. 
./ 

-very popular Marathi Magazi~e was be in~ _published from this 

P'l:"ace for seve:-al deca~es and was -responsible for publJ.shing 

a la:rge numper ot .t-iarathi books. :"wo . r 'enowned Ma;ra.thi 

literary personal.).ties viz. the late Ramcha-nd~a Bhikaji 
- . . . ' ' 

~ Gi.mjikar, . t~e well known. ~ammarian of Mah~~:tra and the 

late ,Mangesh :!Uvaji Tela~g,. · Marathi literary ~ritic of· high 

m~r1tand · a social reformer of the Agar~ar School and a 

politician of the Gokhale. Schoolt ' both belorigin~ to the 

cl~sing . decqdes of the last ccmtu.ry~ . hailed .from this place. 

Khanapur ·has also ser'VIed the c~usa ot t~e Marathi stage by 

starting dramntic compani~s 1.1ke Khanapur' B~i Sanglt Natak 

ManchU which produced eminent Mara.thi 'actors like the · late 

Dattopant Haliyalkar • 

... 
•L few Kanna.da .!amilies that are found in Kh~napur 

c~me to reside there aftor it becmne a Taluka Place and 

especia lly a railway station for trade, jungle contracts etc. · 
~ 

~nd to avail of the benefits acc~aing from the Govt . e sb.bJ.ishment 
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Nandgad - (Population 0356) This is another important 

place in the Taluka. Bef~re·the advent of r~ilways, this 

p1~ce was a great marketing and traffic· centre for Goa and 

Ka~war. The trading class of this place chiefly comprising 

of Saraswata,s and Nar.vekars is Haharashtrian in all respects. 

The to".~ has a well ~an~ged Marathi lib:rary~ Nandgad is the 

Centre of activity of th~ Marathi part of the ~aluka. From 

. the point of .view of edueation it is tast developing. 

Figures of 

~Marathi 
Urdu-Mara thi 
!\.annada 

~ . 
primary education as follows•­

A. 
No.. ot ~i:x No. of. pujlils. 
sChools. · 

2 605 
a. 211 
2 - "419 -----
f 1235 

The town is .. 1ingu.istioal1)' ~ncr ·culturally thoroughly 

Maharashtri~m. 
. - ·· J . ~ 

B idi - . (-L')~puJ :.1t~on .. 656) Bidi is also a 

predominantly MarathJ spe·akinJ vil~a.ge. :Hajoyi ty of the 
. . . - . . 

Marathi speakers there is tl-}$ Marath~s. -Bidi .was formerlY: 

the centre of 16 villages rr the Bidi-~ryad all of vmich 

are Marathi speaking. Beton, , 1867 '.-.rhe n it was a t a=:._,~<::9. place, 

t.hil Govt. Pec.ord there was Jn Mara thi. 

. ' 

The Harathi part of the Khanapur Taluka has a keen 

desire to be incorporated in SanyUkta Maharashtra and he.S' 

been exerting .itself stremiously-vrith that aim. In l94G the 

first session of the Daxinbtiag San~t Maharashtr~ Parishad 

~nd in 1953, the 6th Session of the s~me Parishad were peld 

at Nandgad and Khanapur rexpectively. The latter Session 

vrhich vras · held under the Presidentship of Sh:ri Haribhau 

P0. t9.skar, N.P. passed Ul).animou~ly the resolution demanding 

the Garly ·creation of Maharo.shtra .3t~te with BoiJbay,Belgaurn 

and Karwar a~d aiso the resolution urging on thG .Bombay 

Government to form immediately pending the formation of 

Mah:J.r~ shtra, a separate District of ' tho Harathi parts 
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of Belgaum and K~rwar D~stricts with South-Ratnagiri and Ajra 

and Ga:dhinglaj areas of the K!blhapui District (Vide appendix 7)., 

Belgaum Taluka (vide Nap No • . 4 

Area 394.4 so.miles 

2,81,087 

Total no. of villages - 137 out of which 6 are to\·ns. 

94 of these vill:l.ges and all the six to,.rris are Mar·:.·s.:1i 

speaking with an area of ~57.6 sq.m~les arid a · population oi 
2.,35, 724. In 6~ of these HU"athi vfllages there are more th~.;:~ 

70% Narathi s-peakers, and in the remaining 34 vill~ges, u .... :; 
-

Marathi speakers ~afige between 50 to ·?O per cent. 

Boundaries of the Tfalnka. - To t~e North Hukeri Taluka, 

to tho So1it:h - ;.. Khanapur Tnltika1 tl) the West - Chandg~d Taluka · 

and the ~ast Sampgaon and Gokak .ralakas. Belg<'l:.t.ml Taluka ~s 

s!ll'rounded on t hree sides "J Harathi speaking. parts. 

Bound~r.)' line of .tilt Hnrathi . parl:J :.. In this ~luka 
-

the ·bound~ry line ~·f trv- Marathi pert starts from the South 

'l.>rith :N:mdihalli and 11roceeds t;o t!10 North via Itolikop~ ~arihal 

~~sarikatti, an<! cross~ng the B~l) ;aum-Bagalkot road at Madge, 
. . I . .. . . / ' 

passes viz. -Sulebhqv1 . ana ttirns in '1 the N~rth-West direction .. / ' . 
and rounds ott Khanagaon along thl! hill ranges to J..:;in the 

- ~ 

Belg~um Kolhapur road · at Honge a~; from there Belgau6~ 

Kolhapu;. :r o~d divides t1aratb1. and Leannada parts. 111 the 
..L. .. ... • ' • ' 

p·u" to tne West o£ this boundar?' l .ine is Marathi §Pe~king. 

It is surroundt;)Q onithree sides bl Marathi speaking pt1rts 

(vide ~ap no.4). 
I 

kfter merginr of the Dec~ m States, this Tal~a was 

twice reconstituted. Belgaum Citz proper was surround~d on 

all sides by the aret.s of ' the S~ 1gli and · Kurundwad StJD.tes. 

After the merger, the: :o ar(olas w<i e included in the Belt;aum 
( 

'l'1ihihka and Kini-Karya ; part of t na old T3lulrn together with 

some villages of the ·?ormer st'l tos were added to the Ch-:1.ndgad 

Taluka, the Kannada ·~arts of B ~ gew~di and Hu~li ·being ret:n~ned 
in the Belgaum Taluk ~ . At the time of the re-constitution 
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of the T ~ .:: ·. 

Marathi. ~- -,. '1L:J. r. 1.~ r "'Julatir in the Taluka that a separate 

taluka of ;,_ 11 tho L:. ~atr . · .. · llages in the Belgaum Taluka 

should be ~ -, r;--1cd, but 1 t >-' 3 not heeded. Belgaum. Taluka . . 

as it st1nds tv 1y, i ::: ~ . !=t r t 1 ·and unwieldy from the point 

of vlbew both c· · t ho n •J.obc: of villages and revenue 

collections. i .. , there ··ore, needs re-constitution. The 

Kannada areas of : ;agewc"· 1 and Hudli can be easily joined 

to Sampgaon and ' ·Go:t- .k ... '<:tlukas respectively and the remaining 

Marathi part can be conveniently formed into a compat and 

well set Marathi Taluka. 

Primary edUcation in the T?J....uka. 
' 

Authority 

Marathi -

No. of schools No. of pupils. 

D .S .·B. 
Privqte qgenc1es 

D.S.B. 

Urdu 

D.S.B. 

Grand Total 

55 
45 

100 

33 

5 

138 

6934 
2072 

9006 

4863 

351 -----·-14220 

Most of the Kannad schcJ::>ls are loc'lted in .the KannQda 

part. In the Marathi part· Kannada schools are xare and these 
. ... ..... : 

too are located near the boundary line. The above figures 
. ' 

do not include schools·in _the Belgawn City. 

A~l the towns in the T~luk~ viz. Belgaum (including 

Shahapur and Belgaum Cantonment, ) Wadqgaon, Angol, Yellur 

are predominently Marathi spe~:~king. Angc;>l and Wadagaon 

are pr ncticall~ the suburb:J of Belgaum. Belg<J.um tovm is 

the nerve centre of all the Mar~thi part in the Taluka. 

It ~ay be noted that in the vill~g0s sitQated in tho E'J.st 

of Belgaum, the J -'lins form e. con~ :i. ·:lel'!ble ~As 
stated eqrlier the J qins ar u ~i-linguql and they arc 
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educated J,.n M~rathi and use Ma.r,athi !or every d.,y affairs. 

Lingayats 1~ tbe•• villages aPe in sma1~ proportion. ~e 

billy .tracts near the lfound.'\ry line are colonised by 
... 

the Berad- eommunity. 

Area 

Populat1on .. 
382.3 s q.il11es • 

1,74,414 

... ~. 

Total no. of 'Pillages - 121 out of 37 are }1arathi 

speakin$ w~th an area of 100.6 sq.~les and a 

population of 56904. Out of these 37 villages, 

24 have more than 7~ of Mar9th1 spe~kers, while 

the reni•'l1ning vill~ges have a majority of Marathi 

speakers~ 

The · bgJm<JfatY of the 'bpluka - To the North-Chikodi 

Taluka, to the South Belgaum anq Ch'lndgad Talukas, to the 

West Gadahingl:1j_ 'l'i·:\Jk·a of' the. Kolha~dr Distr~ct ~o the East,..;:::::__ 

Bo :::~ -,,---. , :! " e of the Marathi part - It sta,rts fr-om 
. . 

the South along the Bc1gaum Koll1:a_pur road and going Northwards 
' upto G~;t :;.;;- ~ - 1,~ then ::.1.~sing to_ tl;l.e East of Sankeshwar, . 

procee.l:.;o J.Pw'"'- r ds along :uu_r; Aklwat and Kasti to Nainglaj 

in Chik)di Taluk.a. To the: Wes~ at the boundary line lies all 

the Mar : thi part. The Ma~.·ath1 part is surrounded on thr.ee 

sides t En.rathi spe8king areas (vide' map no.S). 

' 
:-'he l-b.I·:tthi part i :, this Taluka is divided · into two 

Parts of >o.ddi . :::md Sqnke sh· 'ar r~spectively. Upto .183$ these 

parts were 'lnder -the .K01S· )tlr St~ te. But when the »ri tish 

annei eO -them, t ho D ~_ -,r' j_ - rt was sel>arqted from the( Nesari· 
- - y ·. 

Karyat o£ wl:lic: . ft ,.nr: -.n integr~l part. Both the Daddi 

and S"l.nkeshwar part_s ar:~ closely connected, with the A.jra• 

· Gadhin_glaj area s tl: tl'L Kolnapur Dis~rict. The. Nesari-Karyat 

in the• Gadhinglaj tal·.uta the kini-karyat in the Chandgad 
' ' ~ , 

Tal uk.a and the Da"i part are ~ integr'al and homo~ emoous. 

The political division of the se cnu.ld not destroy thelr 

1ntogr1ty. The S~nkeshwar part 1s also · closely connected 
.. ,.. .. .,..,,.· 
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with Nipani and Kolhapur. • 

Pr-ilm~lt. education. -

)'1arnth1 • 

D.S.B. 
Pri vate agencies 

Kannad .. 
D.S.B. 

:... D.S .• B. 

· Grand total 

N'). of sd~.':lals 

12 
10 

22 

. 70 

8 
... ----

10Q_ 

2441 
-383 

--""'-~ 
2824 

12113 

!446 - . --------· 
'16373 

All the .Marathi sclwols are ' locrJ.ted in the Marnthi 

parts. 

Raniewadi ... Daddi - Dadc,'ii has been well known si.nce 

(long as a _trad~hg ceptr~ !l'aving commerft_ial relations with 

Goa ..and. 1/engurla • . Ram'ewadi was the . original villagG' ·i·;hieh 
• 

· due to its traffic wi'th Konlca t?- d'eyeloped into a Market 
. . 

C·3utre of Dadd:t. After the advent · of r nilway, ·though its 

commercial traffic- subsided, · it has still c·ommunicat~ons 
... . .. . . ' 

wi tb South Konkan and Goa, D9;ddi ·still supplies cattle .to 

Goa . Daddi market is t he main ·m~rketing ceptre f 'Or paddy 
i'YV"' . . 

growiflg in the who~e of Kini-Karyat. , 

Daddi has a population .of l508 ·of which roughly 900 

are Ml1rathi speaki<ng, 400 Kann:ada s1peaklhg and ·2oo' M_i1slims. 

· The .Lingaya~s who are settled ' there for trade . are the only · 
~ 

- Kannadigas: . Daddi _is the centre . of the surrounding 15 
•. . 

vil1a[}s aJ:'l .~·f ~·.~1ic,,- "'.i'e Marath~ speaking. Marathas fo1~m the 

bulk ;Jf t;he ppp::iJ a ti · !1· in. this area. 

:rara thi 
> m nad 

. . 
t>_c''n-::> J ~.s in Daddi. 

7 classes 
7 classes 

• 

180 students 
131 students. 

• Sankeshwar. ... .out of the plbp_ulation of ;L3190 

· of th '.s t o1;m o.c cord i nc to 1951 Cene:as, 7605 are Marathi 

speal ' ·:· --" l U ?. b.') t h M,r·athi . and Urdu speaking, and the · ; est 

4477 p · · .; i(~.>.n'1:~ ,] :' s:;:Je .qk ; ' :.;·: . . Thus 1 t wi'll be obviouS' that 

Marat~ .. . .· - · ·. n absolute ma,Jori ty in her'e. 
' . 
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Primary education -

No. of schools No. of pupilsc 

· Ma~thi 
Urdu-Mara thi . 
Kannad _ 

2 
1 
2 

5 

1167 
325 
575 

----:--
2067 

The first Marathi school in Sanke.shwar was started 

on 1.10.1856 while the K~nnada school was started only a 

few years back_. · Tbe Govt. record here is maintained in 

. Marathi. Thetrec?rd of the Gram ~anchayat was kept in 

Marathi till very recently, but it ~s now being kept in 

• Kannada against the wishes of the people. 

Sankeshwar is an old and well know commercial 

to·,m. I1; has tr "'-~C relations with Ve~gurla in 'the Kollkan • • 
a ·1d with Nipani -·nd Kolhapur on up· Ghats. Thervillages 

~ {r.. its neighbou:'hood such as Sho!~-pur, Hargaplu-, Kanagle, 

Bad, K'ir ?.) ;: ~ ~ o:··~ all Marathi 'speaking. 

- Chikodi 'I'aluka (vide M'lp rio. 6 ) 

Area 

population 

No. of villag~s -

479 s .q.miles 

2,69,83~ 

100, out of which 66 aro 
., 

Marathi speaking with an area of 357.6 sq.~tles 

- and a lOpulation of 2 ,35, 724. Out of the 66 Marathi vilb.:;r::' s, 

44 hav8. r:wre than 70 % Marathi spP.akers, ~e remaining 

22 villag, s having 1lajority of Marathi speakers. 

BJundary ~t the Tfiluka - To the North L<agal nnd 
-· Shirol Taluka of Kalhapur District., to the West Kagal and 

Gadhtnglaj Talukas o'f the Kolh~pur District, · to the South 

'Hukeri Taluka and to the East Ra:ilbag Nahal•• 

Boundary line of U a Mara_thi part . Starting frot!l 

the: South .from the village ot ~ainglaj (which is a 

predominantly Marathi villag€) the boundary lino of the 

Marathi part i~ Chikodi talr ka proceeds in the- North-East 

dir o:!ction vi\. Chikodi town a 1cl further North joins the 

Marathi pnrt of R? ibag Maha l. All the area to tho West 
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of this l i ne is· Mara_thi speaking and surrounded .. .on all 

sides but t~e East by the Marathi speaking areas (vide 

map No·.6). 

PrimarY Educatiogj.P thp Talukfi 

D.S,B. has divided the taluka into t~o seetions viz. 

~ipani and Chikodi. The Schools in the re~ctive sections 

are as unders .- · 

I> .S .B. 

Private agencies 

Kannada 

D.S.B. 

Jlr~" Marathi 

D~S.B, 

Urdu. Kanoac!11 
I 

. .. 

Nipani section 

No. or school~ 

71 

· 27 

27 

E) 

3 --.--
Total •••• 134 

Shikkotji Section 

· ~thi 

D . 3 . ~: • 19 
,. 

42 
-., ,_ .. . ., 

. .· ~. -. 8 -- .. ·---
69 

" 

I · ' 

No. of pupils. 

],1774 

1253 

470 ... 

276 

' ' 

-------
18005 ' 

27fn 

7010 

1138 . 

10945. 

In t '1e Nipani section all the villages ~U"e Marathi 

sp(_ - king 111hi=_A 1.n the Chikodi section there are more Kannada 

v1ll ·,ges. At +- :. ; :1ritnary school leaving. certificate examin.ation · 

hel( ,.,ocHnt2 a t +'1e IUpani _ Centre out of 950 candidates 

that a y:J-, .-:t r erl .t.")r tl:H examination, 800 were Ma;rathi while 

· only 51 ··. ,,_ . 'E~ :a: -.·Lei a • 

i 
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.. 
the medium of instruction .is Na.rathi. Only insome High 

Schools like those of Nipani, Chikodi and illnkali, there 

are Kanna~a classes <J.long with-Harathi ones. 

The Society in the Chikodi a'-!lluka Mainly co~prise~:: 

Marathas~ ,Tains, Mah~rs and Chat;nars. _All of the;:; 8..:: ing 
- . . . 

speqkers o! Marathj.4. t ~p? Easter_ a por.t:t··· .. on ot thE! Tg.JuJfa · · -
· . . (t-....:l-~P:f, ~~.~rka.t~. Mu 1~ ~'-W 

c onsists chief~y of Ma:r_atlias'l\Mahars:l ·Cfiamar s, and uslL, ~ : 

are speqkers ·'Jf Marathi. ThenJains the Lirigayats .are 

bi-lingual. As already stated en:rlior the Maratha 

L:i.ne; "'.yats are Marathi spv~king. The J1.ins in this · Talukn 

hav<": 7--:ry close _cnntactr ,.fi th t h-3 Jains at Kolhapur arid 

SangH .and.,are Mah·;rasht r i ans. · Shwetal!lbar Gujar Jains who 

are scatter ed all over this T~luka are Marathi speaking . 

The Mahars :m:O. other 3chGc uled . Castes in this taluka are 
r . . . 

polt tic~ll3' consci -Jus ahc1 1.cti ve -:l.nd carry on their 

mC)vement · uhc1er the l e:t( ership of Scheduled Ca·ste 

Fede r 3ti on of Maharashtra. Peo;.l o of this ~ Tall.lka, having 

intimate contc:t cts with Kolh-1.pc...r· , have been_ pressing the 

Govt. that the Harathi part should be joined to .the 

K'olha pur Disttict by forming a separate. Nipani taluka. _.2'---
. / .. - - - - .. - ./ 

Unfortunately · the demand remains unheeded. ~- '~ihka . . I 
has always lived up to t~e tradi t:tons of ·the Maha::castJ'ian 

t 

culture. The literature and journals read·· here are m~stly . 

Mar a thL K·mnada books and journa ls are rarely to be ~een. 
~ ~ f 

This Ta luka has contributeo much t o the Marathi literature, . 

s_tage llnd cinemr.J.. Prof • . K" P .Kulkarni, the well known 

pr 0fessor Qf Marathi, f amous HRr1thi etymologi~t, and th~ .. 

President of the Mah·3.r a shtr., ;:; - _~1ity-L 8.<tmela,n of 1952, 

hri:Ictx hails frow Bedkihal in this Taluka and is -the 

V:J.t"' nd~r Kulkarn~ of thatplace., 

' . L\f(;Jv~M~6) 
Ni.~1anl .;../\. Fr0m the f acts and figures given below, 

I 

H •·r:L l l bo 9bvi0us t h".·:: thi s t ·)'·"n ts indisputably Marathi ~ 
I 
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Accordi ng t o 1951 CGnS'JS 1 ou.t of the total papulation 

of 2432S~ Marathi sporX.::r s :\!'e 67 · % Kannada speakers 

a ~.·c 16 % ancl speakers of Ur(G are 13% 

Primary Ed ucation. 

Marathi 
:&rdu-Marathi 
Karin ad 

No . of schools 

' 13 
a. 
1 

17 

No. of pupils., 

3000 ' 
334 
2'71_ 

--·-· 
3605 

Nip .::.ni is an important trade centr~ for export 

and import for South Konkan and is one of the important 

t obacco ma~keting centres in India. As most of the tobacco 

in the Ch~kodi Taluka_ is .produced in the Marathi part, 
I 

Nipant is the _ economic centro of this whol~e area. The 
-

Gujarathi traders here ar r.; :'.J.s • I~<:J.rqthi speakers. Th·e Nipani 

Nunicipality which was st ?..rtod in 1854carries its 

~~clministratio.n in .Marathi sirice 'the very beginni_ngr~n 
f ,., • . ; 

1947 this .Municipality adopted a resolution demanding 

the f •) rTi.a.tion of Sanyukta Haha~as:htra (vide appendix 6) 

The Session of .the b~'lxin . Bhag San~rukta Maharashtra Pari-shad 

.he ld here · in 1947 ~ undqr the Pre·sidentship of Acharya 

P.K.Atre, passec1 unanimously the resolution urging fo'r the 
' 

· r or mQtion of Sanyukt Maharashtra with Bombay,Belgaum · an~ 

Chikodi (Population 13,713) This town being 

predominently. Marathi will have to be included in the 

proposed state of Maharashtra. Marathi is .the common 

language used for ever'y day affair in this town. ·Though 

the Marathi speaking population is ' in a majo~ity, Kannada 

gets predominance in the Govt. offices. The hill range 

si tuateci . to the East of Chikodi forms the natural boutlC:!ary . 

dividing the ·Kannada and Harathi tracts. Chikodi has close 

contacts with Kolhapur, Sangli~ Mtraj, and Sata~a. Chikodi­

T ~ s g qon R03d , boin~ very ol~, indicates close rela t1onship 

~-(AM;W-\; ~ h·~~ 
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Influon t i s l K9.n1nJ :: €~J..eillents such as traders and 

M.L .. As. are a hmys i ns.t rumen tR l in putting obstacles in 

the wa y of MA.rathi inter e st . But now that the States 

Rear gan i s <=t t ion. Commissi0n has been appointe<;l and hopes 
. . 

of linguistic r e -or;t .:mi sf.t tion · o.re nearing fulfilment, 
• these very elements a r o go ing from village to village · 

and door to door, in the .Mara thi part, begging the poople ., 

to JOln Karnatak, holding out false promises ~5 if 
))....- . . . . 

t~ying _ to bait the Marathi people, that amenitie s such 

as construction of 1:oads, bridges, wells, repairing . -
t anks, bundharas ate. would be amply provided for in 

the proposed Kanna t ak s-tate. This ve ry .fact proves . 
beyoud doubt that this is all a Hara thi tract • 

"\ 

fl. thni Taluka:-

• 

(Vi_de-map no " 7) " 

· Area 
Population 

_ 74<1A ~ sq.miles 
1~856009 

Total No . of villages 89, out oi· which 

44 ·are Marathi speaking with 

an area of 332.8 ~q.miles · and 

n po~_ulat ~on of_: 85f:20.? . . Out 

of the;;;: -1-1 villages, 17 

villages have more than?O% 

of Mc:-rathi speu.king population / 

and· the remaining villages 

have mS3,j_ority of Marathi 

speakers • 

• We wish to draw pointocl. ~tteption of the. Comm~ssi Jn 

to the fa&t that at the timi~ of the Ce-nsus operations 

in 1951 a great in,justice wa 13 do~e to the ·Marathi 

speaking villagf.' s in h thni Taluka. The en1m1er~tors of 

the Census op:,_.r f.\ t1· "· ns wh ~ 11 K " "' - ' ·- 'Nere a annad,. register ed 
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Marathi speakt:rs 8.3 h .e. ving .K:mnad c:.s the~r mother-

tongue and thus .inflating 't-he Kannad- population by reducing 

tbe strength of the Marathi spe'"Lkers to a con1: ioerable 

extent, with a view ~ obv:l. ously- t o e stablish that Athni is 

wholly a Kannad 'i'aiuka. At that time the Marathi people of' 

several villages registered their pr r~tests to the autho­

rit~es~ but to no avail. Such .cases 'hnve occurred in 

sever-al villages in the border areas throughc··.;.t the 

District. 

The Boundary of the TD.luka To ':.t e North Se.ta-rG 

District, to the South Chikodi Taluka and RD-~.bag Ma.llal and 

Bijapur District 1 to the 1Mdst Mi11aj Taluka o ~ the South ­

Sa tara Distr,ict and to t'1e East Bijapur District, 

~ o,.lndarv U -:' .:i.. ~f. _! he Maratbi part:: It starts 

"' ' . . . . 
fr om tht: South fr orr. K J .r::h i (r. the Kris~na river in Raibag 

Mahal 9-nd ~roceed_in~ aJ, :; nf:· t 9 ' bank of th~ Kr _ishna reaches 

the qonfluence of '~he Kri shl<a <md the Agrani and thence 
. - . :;_ . . . 

turning upwards to the NortY. 11ic:, Shinal along the-bank of 
..i ; 

the "\.f,rani and ther t:1rning : c the East by---pass :L'l,::: the: to.-.;rr . ; . .. . 

of · Athni pr ~ceeds v b. iiadcV_ and Yakanchi to t:- ~ ~ ar".:-h : 

passing Yalihadlgi, Chnmkel• .. and Balgeri joins the bounq:1:. ... 
. : .~ . ~ . . - ... - ' . / . -

o: o::--" Jat Taluka .. in South ~iatara District. ;p-he Weste;-·:1 ~ 
. • J . • . . -

th r- Northern' partt : contaln. ~C:; in this bo·undary -are Mn~~ : -·- · 

SDI",..,king. It is f1 rroundo d :m thre.,: sides by the Marc.t-t1i 

SDP'lking a.!'eas •• 

This Mara·:~h -.:. ~:-:.trt :. s ve-ry closely connected 

commercially, and sod.2-LJ.y ::, ~ ( ~.r 1j :-mj Sa.ngli, particularly 

the Krishna-h.grani :C o8._? is r~ L1rally linked up w;i. th the 
) 

Miraj Taluka. The s oct::.. l ? avm-. i icnl· and cultm:al solida-

rity of- . th~ population , t' thi s L rt with the people of the 

South Sa tara Dist~i ct is r emark \ le. sarigli and M.iraj are 

th --, cent::--ns uf' e duco.-;:; i :'i l) s t• c _ > i. .. y and higher,. for this 



part . Sangli is the market fop commoditj"es produced in 

this tract such as tobacco 1 cotton, betel-le~ves~ ' chilly, 

turmeric etc. So nat~ally~ nfter the merger of Sangli 
' 

and Miraj States, an organise"d attempt by the people af 

this tract for' joining the. wlrole of the Doab to the M;ira.i 

Taluka was made, but ~nfortunately their reque :-. -·'=· mtt ws .. -

not granted. 

At the -request of the. Marathi speaking peopl t: :;:. 
,,. 

t'•:·2 Taluka .1 the Congress Committees of 'the North anu ;...: ... ":.--: 

Satara Districts appointed e. committee of five perscTS 

pr ~: sided over by the w ~ 1-1-kn;)wn C0ngr ess lender Shr:i.. 

k :-: ·J.ndand Bharati to invest± g::..~a t':le lingu:i .stic conditions 

in this part. The c; ,Jrflinittee , after proper investigation, 

arrivep at the concl:.w ion th~t this whole ar~a is Marathi 

speaking and shou,ld be joined to t,he South Sa tara and made­

a :r:-ep0rt accord<i.ngly i: ~ _1949, 

Sin~e 1948 at Mangsuli ~ committee known as 

_ ''Gairsoya Samiti" (Griev3.n cs r 9 d~essing committee) . was 

establish<:? d and simi;Larl~r e. ' Sn.mayik Samiti ! (Joint 

efforts committee) was set for the whole Doab e.pd ~he se 

committees represented to thG Government that all the 

Doab area be included in Miraj Taluka. There c..~:· .i'.er the 

authorities, ,_mder the instructions from the GoverP..ment 

~ i"R gpsep to sound the public opinion in the ma-tter--pu:t . 
. ----the T)roposal before the representative s of all the villages 

assembled _in -meetings twice on 26_. 10.1949 and 21.7.1950 

respectively and on both the occasions vote s ·taken were 

584 and 426 for the inch' :'· . ~ -~ 0f the D)~t.b in Miraj Taluka 

,"J s against 56 and 7 r e s p.:; c-c,ivc: iy, thus giving . a clear 

v2rdict o;f the wishes of the peopl.'". 

· Society in the Mar:: r.thi part of A thni Taluka is 

exs.ct ·1 
Y similar t o that of the Mc.·harashtrian society, 



uze:t:q ~imi::i:ax :tEx:t:ha:t: :dx:t:D lbdlaaud~Dia '.l'he ~ociet1 

bere comprises mainly of the Marat.'llaa. Ja\ns.,. Phangers, 

Mahars and Cha~ars who are ali Maratbi a~eaking~. Pa~ils 

and other vatandars of ·_this P'("ll't are etJQa:ker• of Marathi~ 

The traditions of this part ari tb~ eame as tboee of · 

Ma.harashtra. K}1andoba of· Mangsuli atad Santuba1 o! Kagwa6 

aae the chief Maharastrian dei\ies of tbia part end their . . r -

devotees are scattered -widely 1• uabara&btra~ The tat~~d~ 

trustees of the temple of Kbant1eba at Mangsult ba~\, frOJt 

the Districts tJ"t North Satara1 south Satara antS lol.bal*P., 

The· Sugar· Factories at Ugar-. al'ld Kittur in .ktbni 'l'aluka are 

started and managed by· Maharastria~s. 
. (._ 

The M~athi ~peaking population in this Taluka 

is -placed under a great han:'! icap as Kannad is being imposea 

on them in matters of administration and education at the 

cost of the Marathi interests. · ·, 

Mangsuli : - (Population 4956), This is 'the 

most im-portant place in the Maratbi part of Athni Ta·luka. 

The linguistic comp .~ si tion of· Mangsuli is as follows : . ! 

· Marathi Kannad Urdu Others. 

76% 17% 4% 3% 
' There are 8 schools at M,ang~.uli' out of which 

6 are Marathi, one is Kannad and one is Urdu _. The number 

of pupils in these schools is 388, 7? and 29 respectively. 

Besides, all,. the five schools for Harijans and adults are 

Marathi. TQis town is the contre of activities of the 

Maratbi part. 
/ 

RaibSig Mahal 
. ·- (Vide Map No.8) 

Area 37.9 sq.rnil•~ s 

Population 91449 

,,,-/. 

1'otal number of village s - 54, _ out of which the 

following 5 are Marathi speaking ~ 
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Name of the Vi~lage . 

L Raibag 

2. Kudchi 

3 •. Chinc'hni 

4. Digewadi 

5. Jalalpur 

Area Population 

27.5 sq .'miles 5926 

22.8 " 8608 

J.~, 6 " 5077 

3 . 0 " 1466 

2.6 " 1294 
------

68.5 Sq.Miles 22371 

All these villages are contiguous with th ~- 'Marathi 

part of Chikodi Taluka to the West afd Marathi. part of 

Athn~ Taluka to the North. In all th~se 5 villages, there 

are Marathi schools with · a total strength of 585 pupils. 

There is a maj.ority of Muslims at Kudchi 1 but the 

proportion of Marathi speakers to that of Kannad speakers 

is 2 1. 

Ra ibag was formerly · in the Kolhapur State. hfter · 

the merger, it was added to Belgaum District. The District 

School Board immediate ly after taking possession of the . ~ •· 

Marathi scho'ols in the Maha~, closed them to make room f or 

Kannad schools. Now there are only .5 Marathi schools, as 
~ 

mentioned above. We 'do not . contend that because Raibag 

was f ormerly a part of the Kolhapur State; it should be 

included in Maharashtra. The Mahal i s predominant*Y Kannad 

sneaking anj except the. five village~ stated aboye whi.ch 

are in a compact area contiguous with the Marathi areas, 

the whole of the Mahal should be included· in Karnatak • 
. ' 

supple.ment regarding_ the J...lnavar part of Dharwar 

Taluka 'of Dharwar District.(Vide Map No.9). 

1. We ·are also SUQmitting here a supplement press~ 

the .claim of thet Marathi ;.H:,~aking part r ounda.beut the town 

of Alaavar in Dharwar Talukn of Dharwar District for its 

inclusion in Maharashtr~. 

2. Contiguous with th<~ Mar athi tract in the Belgaum . 
Distr ict and or i ginally ·forminr: an integral part of it ~ ' 
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the J ... lnav.s..c- area is the westernmost part of the Dha.rw~ 

Taluka . This part comprlses 10 villages including the 

t0wn 0f Alnavar. Out of these 10 villages, two viz 

Manakanur and Kiwadbail, are deserted. Figures of popula-

tion and area of _the remaining 8 are _as fol~ows : - ~--- .. 

Name ·of the Village J..rea Population 

1. Alnavar · 2 .l.Sq.miles 6107 

2. -Hulikeri · 2.8 II 518 

3. Kadabgatti 2".7 II 625 

4. Hindger i 4.2 II 277 

·s. Balgeri 1.4 tl . 25 

6. Amboli 1.4 II 125 
-~; 

7. Dori 2.7 " 289 ·-

8. Benachi 2.6 II 526 
------- ------

Tot9.l 19.9 Sq.Miles 8492 

All these villages are Marathi speaking and contig~ous with 

the Marathi areas in _Belgaum and Karwar Districts (Vide 

.'Vla"!J Hoo9). This part is caught in a pincer at the southern- · 

most extremity of the . Khanapur Taluka of Be~um District 

(Vide Map No.9 and also Map No~l). It is surrounded on three 

sides (North, West and South) by the Marathi speaking 

parts of Khanapur Taluka and Haliyal T?-luka of North 

Kanar a District. To t ·be East only lie the Kanna-J areas 

()f Dharwar Taluka. All this part was formerly included in 
. / . 

/ 

th .::> f'Jrmer Bidi Taluka of Belgaum District until 1'865. But 

afterwards it was shifted into the Dharwar 'l'aluka,joining 

it nermanently to the Kannad tract. 

3 • Though fr-om the p-0int of view of administration-1 

the J..lnavar ba.rt was se parnte ] from its original Marathi 

home , its connecti ons ·with the Marathi parts of Khanapur 

and Haliyal Talukas have r emained throughout intimate 

and intact. It formed an integral part of the Bidi-Karyat . 
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Socially and Gultura lly, i t is homogenous with t he 

Marathi tra c:ts of Be lgaum a nd Karwar Distr~cts . The 

socia l composition of the Marathi trac·t as · described 

earlier r (P&rt I po.ge i?) e q~ c. lly appl-ies to this part 

also. The. villages here. are maip~~y inhabited by t he 

Maratha community, having blood relations wit h t he lVlaratha.s 

in the Belgaum and Karwar Districts-. The tow-n of h.lne.v~;;J."· 

is the centre of this part. Two-thirds of the oopul&tion 

tl:f h. lnavar town-is Maratbi speaking and even among the 

Marathi ·speaking T?e ople-, the maj or t ty be l ongs to the 

Maratha community. There is a ~ considerab l e fi' opor .. .. 
I 

tion of Muslims in Alnavar ,. Their r e lations with the 

Mar.atha s are very cordi·a l a s in the case of Belgaum and 

Khanap'llr , Though Alnavar ~. · . · ,: l uced i n Dharwar District 

~nd the language of administ~ation is KannaQ, Maratbi is 

the lan~age commonly used by the ;Jeople •for business • 

purpos es and everyday affa irs< 1-1lnavar is the t~ding 

centre f or the whole of this part .and has c loser c ommer-· 

dal conta cts wi th Be lgaum ~ Kar war, Kolhapur ~ Satara , 

San~li a nd Sholapur than with the commercial centre s of 

Karna tak like Hubli• J~.lnavar i s a big marketing centre 
. ' \. 

for timber and fuel wood and t he 't imtler of the North 

Ka.n& 'l for ·? sts is ·exported t o :'I:iff'erent parts from here. 

The c onstruction of railway line . from .hlnavar to .· arwar 

i s <i dire ne cessity and a demand to tha t effect is being 

made by the people of Karwar and Be lg~um for the. l a st, 

several years . 

5. The: 'Alnavar · partr b ::- :i nt3 iil<.!·ludod in pure ly KmmaJ 

tract, t he i1ar :, th:i 1Jopu1ati ,m here has t o suf fer many 

linguistic and cultnr~,l handicaps and disabiliti.etL 

Although all t he vill3. ~:.?s ·.:.n t his po.r t, . ur e Mm·;_,t b i 

S'l"'aki ng , tl• 8 T'8 ar0 n 0 r:larrlt-ni sch o ols~ except tho;:; •. m e 
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that is very r ecently start~ _ privately ny the Maratbi · 

speakers at Alnava.r ~ b.s the experience of tthe · teacb.ers in 
. . . . . 

the Kannad schoois reveals, the Marathi .boys can -hardly 
- :j: ' . 

. pick .U\1 a fair knowledge of, Kannad even a~ter' attendibg 

the· school for more than - . . .~, , 
4 years, as a re~lt of which 

parents are not enc·ouraged, to se·bd . their boys apd parti:... 
' ·_ / . ,, :, ' . . ; . . ' . 

cularly 'girls .. to Kannad scliools~ so· nattWally tl~-i s par;t 

has remained · educationally and 'Culturally backWard. It ::s 
' ' ' • • ·' './ • · • ., ·. • • • r 1 • 

therP.fore necessary · that, in the larger interests of' t h•. 
. • -r '. ' .. . .. . . ·. 

co~un~ty, this part shouid 9e include.d· in the· propos~ 'I 

Marathi- ~Hstrici ( Vi~e -· Part I - page 3£1 so as. t~ -~e 

ulti~ateit inco:rpor.ated in Maharas.htra,. 



PART III. 

1h.g_genesis an~ gro~1!L£Lthe extra-territorial· .. 

Linguistic ambitions of the Kannadigas. 
' ,.. ' • ' • • ., ~ I * ' 

--1. The linguistic rivalry in this border area has 

attained to such proportion of bitterness and high tension, 

leading to explosiv~ possibilities, that a detailed 
examination of its genesis is called for. 

_2. We have already pointed out that this linguistic 

trouble first raised its ):'lead in 1915 when the city survey 

r ecor d , -which was maintained all along _in Marathi came to 

be maintained atl .xx»Ng _i:xxMxxill:.tki: in Kannad from that 

year. Since th~n the registraq.on of all documents .. in- ·the 

Sub-Registrar 1 s Gffice was made in Kannada and-·-i--t- is ' tfle 

only language ·· in which the registration of doeumen.,8•· is 
'. 

permitte~ in that office. The systematic -Kanna.d.:izatioa!l•· 

of Government o£fices started from this time and it ~va.s 

but natural that it should call for a gradual reaction 

from the Marathi majority popula_tion as it militatect· 

against their interests. The reaction ex'presse'd· .u,self . 

in the establishment of institutions like•·,·the Bharat 

Vaibhav Sarnaj which started tJ;e -Tarun Bhar~th Monthly which 
- . 

has now developed ~nt·o a leading and influential Bi-Weekly 

which effectively ventilac.es the grievances of the Marathi 

people · in these parts and the Mitra Mandala which was 

l at er developed into Vangrnaya Churcha Mandala, a'"' flourish­

ing literary institution which organised the annual 

sessions of the Maharashtra Sahitya Samelana (l929 and -1946) 

and the centenary of the Marathi Sta~ (1945) and- spon­

soried various cultural and litera~y activities and 

maintains a large library. 
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3. It- has already been pointed out that upto 192G 

this Marathi part collaborated with the rest of Maharashtra 

as an ' integral part of it under the political leadership 

of the late L0kamanya 'Tilak who always refe~red to 
' . -

Belgaum as the stronghold of the Swara~ya Movement. The 
-~ 

,, -
sixteenth session ·of the Bombay Presidency Political 

Conference was held here under the presidentship ~~~~x 

~nnnn~ was ltwxsx of the la,te Dadasaheb ,Khapa.rde in _ 

1916. It was a memorable conference ~n many respects. 

It was here that t-he late Lokamanya Tilak .initiated 

the Homerule League to carry on the struggle . :t:or 

political independende •. It is pertinent to note 

that all the speeches, proceedings and resolutions of 

this ··conference. were- in Marathi. 

4. h.fte_r 1920, with the Montford re.fol'ms--and the 

extended franchise the linguistic problem first carne 

to be f orefront. The declaration of the Congress 

supporting the linguistic reorganisation of province~,-·· 

·gave an ·added impetus to . this movement. The .f.o:r<mati€m-l9y 

the Congress of linguistic divisions in its ·organisation 

planted the seeds of di ss :'1. tisfaetion, as it was -done· ... 

not on any well-defined principles but merely -t(). .. serve . . 
the political exigencies of the time. It was thu~ that 

Bombay formed a division by itself whi~e Vidarbha, Nagpur 

and Mahar 3.sht:r:a were constituted into separate divisions 

and the native states. hadf·ach a division of its own. -. 

It was in these circumstances that .. t'Re -Mal"athi Part of 

the Belgaum District, surrounded as- it-.wa.~ by native 

states, could neither be included. in . .:t.l:le ... MshaPa-efitra 

division nor in any of these states al'!d··~ttme to oo· 

included in ' the Karnatak Pr ovincial Congre's s Committee. 



This was clea~ly understoog to be a tempcrary arrangement 

and even so the consent- of the leader~ of Maha.rash:tra 

'had to be obtained as it was indisputably. a part .. .o;t; .. •.• 

Maharas~tFa, .hlthough Maharashtrian lead.ers :readi·lY -.con­

sented to this temp.orary arrangemen~-' for .the sake of 

larger nati,onal interest, the Marat.hi people of this part 
. -

promptly lodged a protest .-against this with the -congpe·SS· · 

executive. This c'cintroversy was not purs\.l,ed furthaP .on the 
I 

assurance given by that body that . all these matters , woY.·ld 

be reyiey.red afresh ' a:fter the achievement of indepenc3ence 

and that s~ch controversies shouid .not be allowed- ·tO•· · · • 

distract the concentrat-ion so essential to the immediate 

struggle for . indepe!ldence. 

5. It is revealing to note that even ~he congress 
. ' 

session held· at Belgaum in 1924 was in-itially opp.osed 
,· 

by boththe Kanhadigas and the Marathi people. The Kannadi-
. f . 

gas contended 'that it should be- held in a purely Kannad '< 

terr~tory like Bijapur or Ma~galore, while the lVIarathi 

people· could not · reconcile themselves to the idea of the 

'Karnatak' session of the Congress being held in the ......, 
- . 

t'lahara sh traan terri tory of Be lgC!-um. It was due entirely 

to the personal prestige of Shri, Gangadh~Fao Deshpande, 

the· ve teran congre;ss leader of Belgaum and the high esteem 
'·· 

in which he is held by the Marathi public and the assurance 

given to them that the case .of Belgaum would 'be .reviewed 

at the time of fin~l linguistic r~_organisation, that the ' 

opposition was retracted. 

q. Far from being the end, this 'proved to be only 

the beginning of systematic and aggressive eff;rts pf the 
~ 

Kannadigas to coerce the Marathi ma:jority into a~cpflting 

Kannad 'a s . the language of the district. Reference has 
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already been maae as to how the intervention of the Bombay 

High court had to be sought in 1926 to have Marathi recog­

nised as the official lan~uage of the Court along with 
' 
Kannada (vide Pag~~trf~ The organisers of the 1929 

Maharashtra Liter'ary eon~ere~ce were face~ith organised 

oppqsition of the Kannadigas, though ·a miJ~rity in Belgaum! 

Although this artificially engineered opposition did not _ 

affect in ' the least thE;J success of the se·ssion, the Kanna~igas 

from _tha,t time began to make more determined efforts to press 

the cla ims -of K~nnada, utilising their positions in the 

Government and the eongress or~anisatiqns. This forced the 

Marathi maj qrity to ;.aise defensive orgarlisations to protect 

their iriterests. With -the operation of the India Act-'+1935 . 
. . . - ~ 

- . " . . . \ 

the Kannadigas held ab~solute majorities in the district 
- . 

organisations like the District Local B'oard, the Distriot 
. . -· . 

School Board and the Pro'iiil9ial legislatures.- Tbee;.e. ~tru-

ments of democratic governmel!t came to be used with_ the 

vengeance to stainp out Marathi ,culture, · language and' edu-
. ·' . 

cation. With the aboiition of the· taluka boards the Marathi 

majority in the different talukas was placed at the mercy 

of the Kannad majoRity of the District. The_ aggressiveness 

of the Kannadigas went to the exti-eme of pr~ve.nting re.spect~d 
Maharashtrian leaders like Shri. B.G.Kher, Shri. G.V. Mavlankar, . . . , 

/ 

the late A.B. Latthe, from addressing audiences in Marathi 

even in Belgalim. 

7. The Marathi speaking_ people showed remarkab-le for-

bearanoe in. tl)e .face of such grave- -provo-cati.OilS ·as the 

problem of the freedom of the country ' was of supreme 

importance P-nd a·lso bec.ause the congress leaders had 

declared themse lves from time . to time in favour of linguis­

tic pr qvinces • With the assumption of power by the congres·s 

in 1946 the demand· for linguistic pr •-:>vinces came to be voiced 
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more vigorously and it was at this time during the 1946 

session of the Mabarasb~ra Sabitya Samelana held at 

' Belgaum that the definite - demand for the formation of 

Sanyucta Mabarasbtra with Bombay, Nagpur, Belgaum and 

Karwar was formulated and the Sanyct Mabarasbtra Parishad 

was ushered into existence. The Mabarasbtra Ekikaran 
. - . 

Samiti,. Belgaurn was .also establisbe'd at this ·time and has, 

since tbeh, made constitutional representations to tne 

relevant authorities about the grievance of the Marathi 
·-· 

people. One such important repre,sentation was made to 

the Dar- Commission which has observed in its report K 
11 the Districts of NorthKanara an~_ Belgaurn contain strong 

Maharashtrian minorities 11 • (Vide paragraph 46_ page 9) • 
- - . 

Authentication and Specifications of Kannad . 
.Aggression - Modes and methods of operation. 

8. It now r _emains t Q cite concrete instances and 

specify the manner in which the Marathi inaj ori ty has been , 

condemned to a life of perpetua l -suppression. and harassment 

at the bands of the Kannada majority of the District, 

making even a life of decent self-respect an,. impossibility. 

The District Local Board and~ the District School Board, 

the District Central Coop. Bank, The Dist.C~ngress 

Committee , the Government administrative machinery, the 

vari ous committees and sub-committees, appointad from time 

t o time by the Government , official celebrations and 

public functions have all been harnessed to the ane pur­

pose of fr audulently advancing the cause of Kannada, 

t o substantiate the claim to the whole of the Marathi 

part of the District ~ 
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The Distr.ict Local School Board : -

9. The District School Board is the most powerful 

inatrument in the hands of the Kannadigas and it is being 

relentlessly directed against Marathi education in the 

District. 

( 1) It has already been mentioned (vide page If P~ -r 
. I . .-

·that two private district associa~ions had to be started 

and SUpDorted on public fUI)dS to safeguard the Marathi 

educational intere·sts. These two and other private agencies 
' · 

are conducting 306 Ma:r~thi .schools as against 302 M~1' :1thi 

schools of the District Scho-ol Board. ,How the Marathi 

interests are served by the Board can be seen from the fac~ , 

that in the Chandgad Taluka there_ are 94 private schools 

and 'only 31 D.S .B. schools. ·Similarly, in_ the Khanapur Taluka 

there are 87 private-- schools while only 24 are D.S.B.schools. 

(2) It·is wor·th !)Oticing that in the 17 D.S.B. 

Kannad ·schools in Khanapur Tal~ka,_ ther~ are 67 teachers out 

of whom 57 are tra.ined whiie in the 24 D.S..B.Marathi schools 

37 tea_chers only_ are trained out _ of the total of 80 teachers. 

(3) Nandgad was chosen as a centre for trying out 

the ,~ xneriment of a Central School to serve an area of s· miles 

radius because it is a ~airly developed educational centre. 

• Unfortunately the lP.gi timate claims of the- full primary l~arathi 

school; which was a: rriodel school with an efficient staff, 

buildings a nd equipment,~ were deliberatE;ly ignored in favour 

of a sma l J. local Kannad school. Inspite of organised protests 

by the local public, the D.S.B. and the Department of Educ -

tion stuck to . their decision and succeeded in providing a 

typical instance of condem~ing a grand scheme to failure. 

(4) J.... prosperous full primary Marathi school at 



Managutti, a predominently Marathi sp.:: aking village in the 

Hukeri Taluka was closed down to make room for a Kannad school 

4 years ago. The popular . demand for a Marathi . school is 

studi.ously ignored and private Marathi schools haq to. be closed 

down for want of aid from the Ll.S.B. 1-.s a result of this move 
• 

the education of girls ha~ seriously suffered. 

(5) The Marathi primary school. at Bale~undri,ln 

\ 

tht:· Be lgaum Ta ].tika, is over 50 years .old. But during thelast ' . . 

2 years the D.S.B. has pursued the policy of sending Kannad .. 
teachers for the lower standards of the schqol, as a first 

.. ~-· 

step, obvio~sly, to convert it into a Kannad school •• 

( 6) ·Similarly the Urdu;_Marathi school atz Shnlap~r, 

near Sankeshwar in Hukeri Taluka, i:S bei_9g converted i .. nto a 
' 

. Ur~u;K~nnad- school by , sending Kannad teachers· and introducing 

Kannad gradually. 

(7) · The fate t.bat .Waited the ful·l primary Marathi 

school 'Of several years standing , at Manjri in the Chikodi 
-

TalUka is even mere revealing. When the scheme of compulsory 

primary education was intraduced in the ye~r 19 4,, . the D~s.B .' 
. . . 

was graciou~ enough 'to pass orders th~t this full primary 

school should be attached .as a cl•ss tb the Kannada ciass 
' . 

which was functioning separately as a class. (Vide .order. 

appendix ) • 

(8) Equal~y striking is the instance of Navalihal 

in 1-.thni Taluka which formerly formed a part cT the J a th 

. state. The overw.helming m·ajority .of the people there are 

Marathi ·speaking. The merger of the -state took place on 

1.8.1949 and the Schoo~ Board on 8.8.1949 with indecent has t.e . .. 

clo~ed down the old Marathi school .forthwith and started a 

Kannad school instead, -w~thout even consulting the wishes of 
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the people. The repeated requests of the villagers ·for a 

Marath-i school have been .turned down by the D.S .B. Similarly 

the Marathi schools at Katral and Kaloti "in the same Taluka 

bave been deprived of the Mar-athi schoo.~, making rpom for 

Kannad .ones against the wishes of the people. 

·cg·) Inspite of the constitutional provision, which 
.• 

imooses an 0bligation to provide a ?chqol of the language 

demanded by the -parents, requests originating in the Ma:tathi 

part·s are blatantly ignored by the D.S.B •. and attempts are 

made to fo.ist unwanted Kannada school.s on these parts. 

( 10) A policy of studied d.iscr.imination is pursued . 
. . . 

by the· D.S.B. in depri_ying well-established Marathi schools 

of tbe-ir trained and experienced teachers _and replacing them 

by raw hands and even sometimes Kannad teachers. 

(11) All · the circulars, notices, orders etc., of 
'- . 

the D.S.B. are issued OQly in Kannada ·witbout any regard to 

the interests of.' the large number of the Marathi schools !nd 

teachers under the administration of the Board • . . 
(12) About 200 schools are to be started in 

... 
rural! areas• of the District, in pursuance · of the relief of 

th~ unemployment scheme of the Union Government. ·The b.S.B. 
• - • •: c: . 

has already resolved that most of these schools would be 

located in the _Kannad part. 

• 
(13) Government grants for school buildings are 

spent by the D.S.B. alm()st entirely on Kannad schools and 

the Marathi schools are almost totally negleqted. Two 
. . . 

glaring instances of discrimination and criminal -negligence 

should suffice. hS the D.S.B. was not prepared to repair 
' . 

the dilapidated Marathi primary school building at $bola-

pur in the Huker:i taluka, the v_illagers ~rected a new 

building through voluntary contributions. Immediately on 
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completion of the new buildings, the recently started Kannad 

school1 was promptly ~hifted there 'a__nd the Marathi school 

is still confined ,to its old habitation witbout practically 

any protection from the sun, rain and wind. The Marathi 

school at Yellul;' in Belgau_m Taluka ~as suffered a worse. fate. 

The school was housed in a palacial buildi~g belonging to 

the former ruler of Kurundwad Junior State. The D.S~B. was 

obviously reluctant ,to expend the estimated c,ost of. Rs 252 

for repairs. hS the result of this criminal negligence, the 
·'). 

building was further damaged during the . last two rainy 

seasons and cannot now be repaired for less than Rs -30,000, 

and has becom~ practically useless for scnool purposes. 

District Local Board : 

10. The District Lo.cal Bo-ard, dominated as it is by 

the Kannad maj-ority·, has an ).lnenviable record of open d_iscri­

mination and hostile attitude aga1ri~t the Marath.i interests 

in their administration. 

(1) The administration of th~ Board Which used to 

be carried on in both Ma,rathi• and Kannada upt.o 195~, is now 

carried on only in Kannada, ~nspite of the staunch protest _ 

of the electe? ¥arathi member~, most of whom have no knowledge _ 

of Kannada at all. Even the requests of these members to make . . 

the b~laws of the Board available to them in Marathi was not 

heeded. 

(2) The_ inscriptions on the sign-posts and mile-­

stones on the D.L.B. road-s in the M'erathi areas, which have 

been in Marathi all these years, are being replaced · a-ys-temat .. -i­

cally by Kannada in re~ent years, . thereby causing unnecessary 

inconvenience to th~ phblic. 

(3) The D.L.B. has st'Udiousl;;'{ neglected its e-ssen­

tial r esponsibilities in matters like r.oads, water-supply, 
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health and sanitation- in the Marathi part. For . want of 

roads most of the interior of this par~ is- c~mpletelycut 

off .and dlosed to communications particularly during the 

monsoons . . The few roads which exist in .the Belgaum, 

Chandgad and Kanapur talukas belong to the forest d~part­

ment and are somehow ·mainta-ined by the D.L.B. with "the 

aid of the grants from, the ~orest ~epartment. The D.L.B. 

has not constructed more than· about 15/20 miles of roads 

in these areas. The Kini-~aryat part of the Chandgad 

taluka which is a rich paddy tract has not a single good rond 

and all vehicular traffic is closed during the . four t .6 

five months of the monsoon • . Similarly the Daddi ·.part 

in HUkeri Taluka which is -also a rich paddy tract and . -

paddy .market'ing centre has no c'onvenient means of communi­

cations. Th~ repeated ~equests of the people o~ these parts 

and similarly affected other parts ~re . complet~ly ignored 

by the D.L.B. 

(4) In the whol~ of the Chandgad Taluka with 130 

villages ·and a population of · sos~~' there is no veterinary 
-

dispensary and there is only one medicab_ dispensary with 
I'< 

two cots. The unimaginal?le .hardships to which this rural and 

agricultural population is exposed -need no further comment. 

(5) The dispensation of .mon~ta~~ - grants by the 

Board is invariably diverted exclusively to Kannad institu­

tions and are unmistakably influenced by considerations of 

caste and creed. 

Gram-Pancha;y_ats • . 

( 6) The extension of the institu-tion of Gram­

Panchayats in recent times is being utilised _by the D.L.B·. 

f or its po].icy of Kannadi~ati'on of the rural Marathi parts. 

The Secretaries of these Gram-Panchayats are to be appointed 



of l!l~ the Panchayats themselves but the Board has exploited 

the ignorance ot these rural bodies and usurp_ed their powers 

" and pursued systematically the policy of appointing Kannad.a 

Secretaries. Further, the services of .these Secretaries are - - . . 

utilised -to change the record of the Panchayats from Marathi · 
. . . . 

to Kannad. The following striking examples ·which are in no 
.. . .. 

way exce ptiona l will bear out the aboVEl c_ontention. 

l ) ~the vill ages or Bad apd Karajga in Hukeri 

Taluka, ·Modge, Muchandi, Shindoli in Belgaum Taluka, Halsi 
' . ·~ ' . 

.in Khanapur _TaJuka, Manjri in Cbikodi Taluka, Madbhavi a. ..:;d 

Sambargi in Athni Taluka are .indisputably Marathi s_peaking 

and bax.re a n absolute m~jority of Mru.:-athi_ panchas in the 

PanchaY,ats. And yet K~nnad S~ cretaries _were foisted by the 

District hocal Board on these bodies · and they were compelled 

to maintain their record in. Kannad. · . 

2) Although Sankeshwar. has an absolute . majo~ity of 

• Marathi speakers _and· has always maintained -the Panchayat 

r ecord in Marathi, the record is since recently maintaiJ:led 

in Kannad on the flimsy groundthat t~e ne.wly appointed 

Secretary of the Panchayat i·s a kannad man ; . and noticl~ 

have been issued to the employees that they should learn 

Kannad within six months 
.. 

fai_ling whioh, their services are 

liable to be terminated. 

3) It bas not yet been possible to establish the 

Gram-Panchayat :for Majagaon which is a predoniinen~ly ~narathi .. 

spe~king village in Belgaum Taluka,- be-cau-se the Dis-trict Local 

Board in order to ·ensure -a Kannad maj-ori t}' in the -pr?pose d_ 

Panchayat insists ' on exciud.ing 3 majras <llf the village 
I 

which have a right to be in~luded in the Pa~cbayat, thus de-

priving t~ village of a Panchayat unless i-t agrees to have 

a n artificially created· Kannad ~to sll'it the designs of 

t he Board . 
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Government Administrative MachinerY• 

(1) The aggressive policy in furthering the cause 

of Kannad pursued by the District School Board and the 

District Local Board has contaminated -the Govt. machinery. 

This can be easily -seen f r om the fact that although the 

Belgaum District is officia lly treated as bi-lingual with 

· Marathi and KannaQ being treated as of equal importance, 

a noticeable change has taken place during the "last 15 

or 20 years. It ~s now being conveniently assumed that 

it is a Kannad District "and K~nnad is be:Lng exclusiy ·, ly 

used in Govt. Circulars, orders, rrotices, summonses, . 

Sll!'vey extracts and maps, depositions etc., in the admit­

tedly Marathi part, like Belgatim, Chandgad and Khanapur 
., 

Talukas. 

(2) During the last few years, wholesale recruit­

ment of Kannadigas is beingmade to all the Govt. Offtces 

especially 'Revenue, Police ·, Corpc-,ration, Agriculture, 

Forest and Registration. The evil is further aggravated 

by the systematic posting of these employees tQ purely 

Marathi parts. Instances are not lacking of Kannad 

Offi cia l s and employees ranging ~.:'l'om the Maml.~tdar to the 

l'erm, fr ~ :;; t he Sub-Inspector t o the Constable, from the 

For est Ranger to the Guard and eVGn agricultural assistants 
. I 

being ru sted to purely Marathi pa:r-ts , therebv causin[; 

great · and unnecessary inconvenienete to the public whom the~r 

are suppos~ d to serve .• 

(3) Since the old ·system of hereditary lulkarnis 

"' (village officers) ''"was replace._p by (iovt. appointed 

talathies, the old Marathi village record in the Marathi 

nart began t n be changed into · Kannad. The recrtU. tment 

of Ta lathies is being made mostly fr om' Kannadigas and 



Part _III ( 13) 

they are . poste d to Marathi village and the language· 

of the r ecord is consequently changed to suit the 

c onvenience ·8f the T~lathi. such wholesale changes 
. . 

?ave t aken pla ce- ·:during recent years in the villages 

of Nainglaj i!lChikodi Ta:luka~ Karajge in Hukeri 
- ) . . 

Ta luka , Navalihal, Kempwad, Ma'ilbhavi, Shirur, Katral 

in Athni Taluka and Manjri in Chikodi TalUka. In 
"' 

.. changing the language of the record o_f the· ·village 

~ the convenience , of the Talathi or the se.cretary 

of the Gramo. Pn:ncbayat overrides · the courtesy and 

respect f6r the language of thE,? people which _they 
\ 

have a right to ejcpect., in democrac~. 
r -. 

(4) Nipani , which is one of the la-rgest 

t obacco marketing centres and the' b~ggest town in 

the. Chi~odi Taluka and c ontributes SEjV~ral l~khs of 
/. . . ' ' . 

_rupees in sale s and income.-tax has repeatedly repre-... 
. -

s e n ted its nee d .· f or a Sub-Treasury a nd a Judicial 

Court·. The se repr'"'e s"entations have ·not materialised 
. . . . . 

mainly because ·_influential Kannad · interes.ts have 

prevented it. 

·( 5) - The policy of: the Educ..ation Department 

of the Borribay Go.vef'nme.nt ha:s partl'cularly during the 

l ast few years has come ?nder severe critic~Sm •With 
. . 

r egar d t o its lih~~istic bias in dealing with the 

Marathi part of tnis Di~trict .• The hig11 officiaL 

in. the Department have · so shaped' the pol.~cy ·in the 

recruitment, training and · posting of' teacher's and .· 
. - ,_ 

Insbe ctors t ·ha t more than a ' taint o1' S\lspicion - . 

character ·ise s the actions of the D"epartment. · The . . 

e pisode of the · Sardars 1 H_igh 'school. strike at 

Be l gaum is a typica l instance;. ,Known ·as. one of the 
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best High Schools in th.e s 'tate. with gi'eat traditions of 

more than a century, it has always had--a - majority of 

Marathi students; and yet curiously enough, the school 

was gradually and systematically deprived of the requisite 

number of qualified Marathi teache_rs who were r€lplaced by 

a f e:.rv Kannad- teache.rs. A stage was soon rea:ctled when only 

t '::o Mar_ath i teachers were left to look after seven classes 
~ - -

of. the M2-r a thi Division, which resulted in the - stUden~ 
.· : . 

going 0n a strike. It was only after the strike'had rc c_ se J 

public. .sympathies and received wide publicity in the. F-r.ess, 

that the· Dq )artm€n1t woke up to its respons:i.bilitie~ ar"d 
- -

partially remedied the grievance by making temporary a p po i rt- . 

ment of a few teachers·. The- Head-Master -·who was supposed t -

be res-ponsible for bringing about this situation, had a 

similar complaint .mgain~t him at ~arwar~ -

(6) hs has bee-n al~eady stated, although the Belgaum 

Ilis-tr-ic't has al1 along be~n officially declared as bi­

lingual, the encroachmen:t of Katmacl to the gradual and 

systematic exclusion of Marathi is 'being enforced obviously 

underthe protection of State Govt. The Govt. Resoluti.on 

N-o.l,206/46 dated 17th May 1950 , _issued after, the merger. 

of . the States (Vide Appendix {0 ) is highly unjust and 

unwarranted as it seeks to establish Kannad as th~ only - · 

language of the whole District. This vaollla~~ng a ·:~ti tude 

of the Govt caused by its tendency to yielrl to influentLl · 

Kannad- elements bas created a · confusion of which advanta~8 . - - - - ~ 

is being taken by the Kannadigas to force even the lilelgaum . -

Municipality to adopt Kannad as its officiall~nguage • __ 

Anti-Marathi Poli£;y:_£f the _Dist. Congresf Comniittee 

and its ReflE:ction on the Adminis~ive Ma~hinery. 
I , . . 

-. 
The District Congres~ Committee which large\y.,;. 



influences the Govt. administra tion ·is dominat.ed by. the 

Kanna r1 maj or -ity t o the almost total exclusion of lV!ara thi . . . . 

speakers. The openly Anti-Marathi poli~y a~ ~~sued by the 

Dist. Congress Committee a nd its officials has.-reflected -

in the ex~lusion ~f r epresentatives of this eni:lghter.i~d · 

ma,j ori ty of the Marathi sp2akers from the udvisory and 

other Committ~ e s appointed·· by t~e Gov-r.-. from ~time ·to t~rrre. . . 

Such sh 0rt-sighted discrimination ' against the acknowledged 

le ad~rs and representatives of a strong linguistic group 

has seri ously~ hampered the developme-ntal schemes launched 
- . . 

by the Govt. _Even representatio-ns made to the . G.ovt. 

regarding specific grievances do not receive the attention 

· they are enti.tled to , obvio.usly· because the attitude of - . . 

the Govt is. shaped or at least considerably influenced by 

the ·nist.Congres:::; Co~ittee .. The Anti-Marathi :policy of 

the Corrimittee has expressed itself on every pos~ible 

occasion. A typj,cal instance is pro;vided by the · manner 

in which the Con_gress Committee brought official pressure 
( . 

on Shri. L.M.Patil-; then Minister of the 'Bombay Govt. to 
- 1 

stipulate that the civic address presented 'by theBelgaum 

Municipality should be wri tteri in Hindi and not ·in Ma:i;'athi ~­

t i<; official la-pguage of · that body. 

Vl ith such blind "f)rejudices and _professed·. hatred of ' . . . 

Mc.r8.th i i~terests , it is not surprising that the Maratbi 

. oart should be neglected in· develcrpment· schemes. On .:.h e 

one hand all suggestions and · req~est,s made even by lo?a1 . 
. 

Govt • . , .: · :~ 'icials for the improvementE( o'f backward M.:;r_athi 

parts,like Chandgad and Khanapur, with a rich potential 

ar ~ studiously ignored; on the_ other hand, attent~on is 

c oncentrated on predominen.tly »E·Kannad part of the 

District. But even here sections of Marathi part like 
. ' . 

· Daddi, which are within the Community' Project ~enied 



the full benefit on acc0unt of the posting of Kabnad offi-

C!ials who do not and earmot be expected to get the coopera . . . . 
tion of th_e people which is the -prerequisite for the succeE: . 

of the Project. 

"' We would, therefore, . urge that if the Community Pro-. . . . 

ject and Devel.opment scherris which admittedly depend upon the 

spontaneous public . enthusiasm and cooperatiop are to succeed, 
. . .. - .. ". . 

it is essential t_hat ·they should be under the,~administration 

of the- natural lingu-i.stic regiop to which they belong. 

Qoncl u~io:g.!. 

In conclusion,in vieW: of the concrete instance:- ... t ·h"' . 

. manner in which the administrative machinery ope!'ates· ~ r · .l ir: 

detrj.~ent of the so.cial, economic 1 political and cultural 

interests 0f a: significant linguistic group in this Dis t,_ ....., 

we would urge the iinmediate separation of the · Marathi· part 

. from - the Ka:nnad part of the · Distric-t. A· ii'"lgu~s\i-6 majority 
. ·:' . t:f 

however liberal, and ,well-dispo$ed . tov~ards a· si~ificant 
minority' cannotbe expectea·to divert its -attention' 

' - • • l . • ~ 

energies and reso·urces to the deve lopme~t . .,f the interests 

0f the min"?ri ty. It is therefore inevitable t,hat this Marat:,~ 
.. I 

part of the Belgaum Distr: ~. c :. , so rich in d evelopmental 

potential, ·should c.lamour: for its 

nation in its natura'~ aspirations 

schemes f 0r national development. 

::reed om 

to play 

This it 

fr-om Kan.nad 

its _part in 

can do truly 
, , 

properly only wh(m it bec·omes a part of Maharashtra. 
. . 

domi-

the 

and 

We. hav~ urged at length the cultural homoge:.1 -.·. _ -'~y 

of this Marathi part with Maharashtra aric . !'tdduced inco·,:tr- : -

vertible evider!ce to show .:.that sp~akers of rytarathi are in 

a large- majority here. The Mara~hi maj orit:y _of ·:this part · 

has, so far, shown a remarkable spirit of tolerance·, res­

traint and patience in spite ')f the gri=·'T:. provocations from 
·- ..... 

the ~xtreme Kannada elemPnts. We a:re afraid, howev~r, that 

the· limi \ of patience :f~M may soon bP .. : ,..ossed and the 
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, resources of e.ndu:rance found ·~ant1rig when this majority 
.• I 

is virtually ,exposed to the . imni~nent . danger .of soc·ial, 
. . .#f._- .. 

cultural and e.conomic- extincti-on. -'It .wo.ul d ·appear th~t the . . . . . . \' . 

<~on1y rati'onS:l pr~vemt.iv.~ · me_~sure ' - to-prevt?nt su'ch ·a > 
.. · · . . · .. · ~-- ~ ·}."·~· .. ·:.; ... . _;_- -. _- - _ _ ... - - ~ -- ·:·,.·. 

catastr·aptuic :situation froin · deyelopi,ng a"t all, wo\l:J.d b~. to 
. . . . . - ·. . ' . .· ·. : ' . : , '~- . . ·-,_· \' - .-· · ... -:. · ... · · ··; ·' . . . "'· ·: 
facilitate the $peedy indorporatiol} of ·al-l this'·:Marathi 

~~ . 

part in- Ma'Qarash:tra,_ wl:iicn -is its real home. In -the alter-
. ·"· l • • ..; • -::. ; - - . - _· -· . , • ." ·'. -.1 • ' • ~ ' ':.. : - ' • • • 

nat~y.e' pending the r'ormatio:n of the· Maharashtp'a ,State' 

we 'woul~ ur-~e - the i~~'di~t~ : :flli~:ttilx · c;nsti~u~i'~n -~o·f ,all 
,, , . ,. " - . -~.~ .. ~V-

this Marathi .part in._to- a s~-p_arate Marath'f·<ois~ttict with 
. . ·. . ' . . ~- . . \: . . . . 

· Be lg~um as its naturai head~quar.ter·s. ' · 



Appendix 1. 
Schedule c. 

' ' 
{Copy of the letter addressed by the Lucretary to the 

Govetnment ot Bombay, Hoa~ Department.~ 

No .•. · 2433/2,,. 

Home Depat!'ttnent,. -;:. 

' 

Bombay Castle, 21st September 

1927. 

N o· T I -F I c A T I o H· 
- 2& - -

Under section 137(2) of the Code of theCivil 

ff~ctedur-·e· Code, 1908- ( V ol) 1-908) t the Governor in 

~olltcil· 1s pleased to declat.e that botb Marathi and 

¥anarese shall be the lang~Jage ·s of the Citril Courts at 

De-lgaum • and ·Chikodi in the l3elgaUJll Distif1ct-. 

By tbe otder of the G-Overner in 

Council • 
... 

aal..-. .ft'.Monteath:t; 

Sec!t:etar.l' t-G· the Government of · 

'faO!Ilb~y ;. 

Home Department. -.. 
• 

Copies forward~d with compli~ents for information to:-
-

The Registrar~ High Court, Appellate Side, Bombay (by 

letter). 

The District Judge, Belgauln. 

SDP. 

*(N.B.The Civil Court at Belgaum has jurisdiction over 

the Belgaum and Kh~napur Tal~as and ~he Chandgad Mahal) 



From 

To 

No. 5301 

AppenJ ix 2. 

I 
The Registrar, 

His Hajesty 1s High Court of Judicature, 

(Appellate Side), Bombay. 

The General ~etary, .. 
Tbe. Maharashtra Ekikaran Samiti, 

· 1521, Maruti Street, 

. Belgaum. 

Date 10-9-1947. 

Sir, 
• I .. ~ 

I am directed by the H_ono~able the Chief. Justice · 

and Judges to invite -your attention to Government -----­

Notification on, Home :Oepartme~t No. 243'3/2, dated the 

21st Sept-ember 19~7 ( a copy enclosed herewith) declar=-ing · 
• 

Marathi.and Kannada to -be the · languag~s -of · Civil Courts 

at Belgaum ( which 1.ricludes Khanapur Talt:8ta an~ Chandgad 

Mahal ) and Chikodi ·in the -Belgaam. District to thei'I' -·· 

Lordships~. opinion,ther~fore~nothing · niore need be done 

in the matter. .. c 

Your obecient servant; 

Sd/-

'Registr<.tr. 

Copy furvTarded ,.,1 tr. ryoiTlpliu:ent.: f.' or- inf'crwa t:.. ::, 

to the -District Judge, Belgaum ,..rith a copy. of letter No. 
• · 96 dat~d the · .. 28th August 1947 from .~he General Secretary, 

-' 

~hara;htra Ekikaran Samiti' Belgaum. 

Sd/-R.S.Vaze 
.. 

Registrar. 



• > 

_To 

Sir, 

4pperid ix 3 • · 

~o. S-29/4854-H. 

Revenue Department Bombay Castle, 

8th March 1948. 
! · -

T:qe .assistant Secretary to the .Government of Bombay, 

Revenue Department • 

The Secret.ary, 

:Bombay. 

Maharashtr:... Ekikaran Samiti, 

Belgaum. ' ·*" 

Subject:- J~ontba.y Aericultar-al Debtors Relief A.~~. · 
· · -·- Issue of notices .. under--- ... -in Ma:rathl.. 

With reference to your letter, No. 113/47 5 

darted 13th November 1947, on .the· subject noted above, . . . - . . 

.I ~m directed to state that, ~otices, processes etc. under 

tl!re Bombay Agr!cultura~ Debtors Relief A.ct will be issued 

by the Civil Judge, Senior· Div_:ision, Belgaum, · iFJ. the ---·­

language in which the app'1ic.qtion foz:.,:aQjustment of debts 

is written. 

Your obedient servant, 

Sd/ ... 

Assistant Secrt:'cary to the 

.<:tovernment, of Bombay', Revenue Dep<.Lrtrnent. 



Appen?ix 5 continued. 

St <.l t ement showing the col1ecUons m~de at different · 
/ 

Octri N~lras · in the Beigaum City in 1952-53 and 1953 . .;; 54~ 1
• . • ) -

------·-.:..--------'--------------·--------·------------------) 
. Ar"11..1'lt c~ll , !Cted c·~ing:.: I 

N:>£c :lf N-:tl~n. . l 
- 19~·1953. 1953 .... 1954. . ----------------... .,---·-----------~---------------------------

P~t·tr~·!n.r · 49792 43585 

II ·3545 .. ·. 1591 

K~ s --.i "717.90 . (;Q635 

---- - --------------------------------~----------~---------/ 

T.Jt·tl.-. .125V.7 105811 
. . . . ""' . . 

----------~---------·------,., ··---------------------~~-·op --

• X..,Ldgi 77842 . 59221 

Kakati 88331 73974 
~ 

Vengurla 46014 "59097 

Ramghat .. 3606 
.. 

3460 

Khan a pur 3952 14l8 

Goods ... 334839 408222 

Patil Ves. 122554 97445 
·• 

~apileshwar 2667 2193 
Hosur · 712 487 
Khcis.bag 1158 / 

'609 

Office 160083 ·152316 

Nag,:;teaPi-~ Vaccine) . 8806 . -7904 
depot~· ) ..... 

Nagazari 61057 ·50192 
£;hahapur 1321 452 

-------------~----~---~----~~-----~--~-~--
.To~al. ••• 892688 1021402 . 

. . ' 

•-------~-----~----- - -~-~~---- ~-w-~------ -- ~ -
Grand Total ••• 1017815 1127213 . 

-~----------------~--------------------~:--~------~----------4 . 



APPENDIX 6 . 

~ranslation of tho l etter sent by the Chief Officer 

of the Nipani M~icipality to tho .Secretary Mahar~shtra I 

Ekikaran Samiti, Belgaum. 

--------------------------- ~ ----------------------------

To 

The Secretary, 

No. 863/10-10-48. 

· illipani. 

Maharashtra·Ekii{aran Samiti, 

Be2.gaum. • 
Sir, 

We ~re sending herewith the information sought 

by you in your letter. 

1. Establishment of the .Hunicipality: September 1854. 

2. In what language the record is) Since the 
) beginning in 

maintained. and since \•Then: ) Marathi. 

3. When was the Ma.rathi School ) . 
) 1856. 

started; ) 

4. When was Kannada sta!'ted in ) 
) 1939 . 

class: ) 

5· Primary ·schools: 9 -- Marathi, ,~, 

1 Kannarese & 
2 Urdu; . 

.6. Number of students: 2330 Mara.thi. 
74 Kanarese & 

269 ' Urdu. 

7. Liabraries: . . ~~ .') "" .:- +-"' ; J Municip3.1. 
~ harqth~ ~!~ i- ~~ 
1 Hindi. 

8 • Be.sides -:he above schools the Vidya Mandir Institute 
has maint·<dned "Kumar Mandir'~ and ''Shishl.l Vih'lr" 
two Primary Schools and in both these schools ab~ut 
207 students le9.rn in ·Marathi. · · · 

Dated 10-10-1948. 

Sd/­ u 

Chief Offi~er, 
Nipani Municipa l Boro•..tgh. 



Appendix 7 

Resolution passed in the Daksbin a~g (Southern Division' 

Sanyukta Maharashtra Parishad 6th Sessionx held ·under the 

Presidentship of Shriyut·Haribhau Pataskar M.P. on 24th 

& 25th Hay 1953 at Khanapur (Bel"gaum District) • 

**** 

This o.onference requests the Government of Bombay 
State, that a new Marathi District be iiiUllediately 
formed comprising · the Marathi speaking . areas of Belg3 cz· 
and Karwar Districts, M~hals of Kanakawali, Vengurla ~ 
Kudal, Talukas of Malawan, Sawantwadi in Ratnagiri , 
Distr ic-t, and the Talukas of ~adhinglaj and Ajara in 
Kolhapur Distriet~ 

This confe~ence further ur~es the G0vernment at 
least to form immediately separate Tal ~ ~as of Marathi 
speaking people . of Be~aum and K'aiiwar· Districts and 

·.that ,arrangements be made to carry on the 'administration 
1.,n all the office :::· J.f the said Talukas in Marathi 
lang~age alone o · 

Propo~.ed by -
Seconded by ... 

S;tw! l, ... B • .Blrje. 
Shrl i' ~4· Tend olkar. 

Passed unanimously• 

Appendix 4 

Letter -

To 

No.2923 of 1948 
B~l~~, · J.in Di.strict CGurt ; 

2 ~/~:l J"uly 1948. 

Subject B .A oD .R.Act 1947 .• 
Issue of notices under - in the 
Region.ql l"tngu11ge ~ 

' With f re erence to Governmen~ lett..:.:.r ?;:' . ~ --:~9 ~~1..: ·: · 

dt. 5th July 1948, I h~ve the honoUP to inform you 

that the Civil Judge, Senior Division, Belgaum, is 

instructed f:q adhere to the instructions issued by 

Government in th~+r letter No.s. 2g/4854-H dt. the 

8th M'1rch 1948. ., 

District ·Judge a 


