


PEASANTISATION OF ADIVASIS IN 

THANA DISTRICT, 1818~1947 

A THESIS 

SUBMITTED TO 

UNIVERSITY OF POONA 

FOR THE DEGREE OF 

DOC'rOR OF PHIJ .. OSOPHY 

IN ECONOMICS 

BY 

ASHOK K. UPADHYAYA 

~OKHALE INSTITUTE OF POLITICS AND ECONOMICS 

PUNE 411 004. 

1982 



· _ Centfled \ba' tbe wen lDoorpora-aed lll we 

ib.eele •P£ ASANTJSjfi08 . OF •DIVAtli . IN tHAliA OlST IO'I, 

lllt-19'7", ••'-'''-d by Wlrl •••k l· Upadb.yaya 

w•• oerrled ou' .,, the c:tndldeh •uler •J •r.e r
Yl•ton. 'J.uell ••\erial •• bae been ob,alned troa 

ot.ber Mar•• bae bter. dulr .. Jcnowled&ed ta \ba 

tb•at•· 

~Yah~. 
S•labtle · BrabM 
( upenlHr) 



· aa4er1DI 'bew .. n t.we worlda, one de•d 

'h• o\b• r iJO'ferl••• t.o M bona' • 

•••• ,.... Arnold 

'I cU.• et thtr••· beatde 'be teun,ata 

Bot •• t~ n I ' • abaklne tooth on toostl, 

In •r own uollft'I"J l'• 1n a dS.a,aa• land,. 

Beelde t.b•· blaP I'a olwrlaa in flaaea' • 

•••• r raneola Vlllon > 
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wlllln neaa " epen tiM froa ae r bu•y ec.hedule for· dis• 
cuselons ~o collat.e tb• tamen .. da~e on Aand •n4 bone tne 
analytical framework waa in no aaall •aaeu,.. • &igaifloan t 

in abaplne tile fln•l 'p·rodu•' '• 

t ftlao wiab ~• •oknowledp •1 arat.l '"de t.o tA•· follDw• 
in • 'to ~e Indian Cotmo11 ef Soelal ~oianoe n• •••reb fo r 
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to t he L1brer1an an4 Uie at.~1f' or ,.~,. Se nant.a f ir.d 1e. 

1 · cte,, Library, ••pto1all1 • •••r• Jo.at and hanade for 
t he 1r trAdl t.tonal ho&pltall toy end cOOi* re.tion aeoorded 
NSCJ8rCb WOl'P1"8 ; tO tn• {jiree,or., ' ab8F~8h1ira i;. t.at.e 

.rca twa, POtDbar, tor ,el'lll•aton 'o ""'rem 1ntto t.a•lr 
r~eoriia end to : bri Jadbav a~ad ot.ba r. ' l<ieoor·d L.tf•era • Cor 

t he ir Wlt1r1ng he l 1n auaklnet' available tile neol\te • t.o tba 
Co:zunlsa1orte r and Dlnotor, LeRd lte corda, for penal•slon t..) 

cneck the ir colleot.lon or old ,.;xu:t.a 1 and t.o Jhri ~ . v . 

J of(lekar v:U~b whoa l al'a"d t.b• J'Oom at the Gokbal• I n•t.i• 
ute, tor s-. oruolal d1eoua.a10Ra and en a\a\:oapbe,..; laut, 

but not tbe le ast. to GirlJ• tor k•eptn tbe ' b ~ • tires' 
'buminl • 

oeraber, 
Aehok x. Upada1•1• 
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Tbe linea of Kat*•• Amold are t,_ fJ'&e ' .' ten••• 
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Qt ~~\hey Arnold, t.oruton, 1:!92, p )21; ' ko" ot Fru!ola 
Vtlton ~re froa ,1)!! t O!•! o,t FrM-il !WH• f nnob• 
~n llllb i.. d lt.ton, New Amerto•n J~tltrery, Kev York, 1.96,, 

• 1 '· 

!2!!: me fall ti\lee ot tbe !bb,..Ylattoae ot t.ne ,..rer:-enees 
uaed ln t be uxt. .,. etyea 1n the ·tblloarepby. 
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IlfliODUCTI08 

Pan 1· D• Per•Ptt51U 

In 19.,-6 &be farll .,-tbcale ot 'thana diat.rio\ 

aobllt .. d by Oodavety and Snyaarao Parulekar under tb• 

ltaan 5abba becan a ao•• .. •• aaalnat ~~ doainance of the 

loeal laadlord• and aoatJl•ad•r•• l'be latter' • to rae of 

explot~a,lcm dtMraiMd tbe AOdal peln'• ot t.ht •oYMtD' 

ltHlf••tbe pria8lpal ont et wh loh waa -.be extra ct.-ion or 
txbont•ant. ""''•··from tbe Varlte who, alon• w'ltb otb•r 
'rtbala, laboured under, wbat a. arulekaf deaoribed ••• 

Hrtdo•• 1h1a eonoept. aua~e••• \he ohanoterlet.ioe of 

the '''"• ot l'and l'llat.iona lcaalf-aen,erlna arotmd a 

rent paytq tonatlon 1nd perpetua~d by tbe oons\an\ 

"" of What a.rx deaorlbed •• 'extra•tcoDoalo oMrolon • 

along with a •1••• or •toned' labour. 

Tbe aoY ... nt'• fund•entGl t.Anaet and tbe leader'• 

e plet.tii'Oloa1oal pna1M tocuHd prino1pallr on the extant 

explolt.• ttonloppnaaton by *• locel 1Pdec4 aentry, all 

1 



a 

of whom were aon•,rtbal•• Pertoree, .nta .... , tile 

eln&ular ••••ntlon u tbe P•''•m or ftla,t.ona oona\-ruoMd 

around tlbe ownerllblp and ••e of land • 'fhl• ••• tbe ••b· 

ject aatter or tbe oonoep' of 'aarfdoa'. hila it, defiaed 

tbe conet.ltta"'lYe eleaeat.s tno·or;,~raud wt taata. it, aevenae• 

l••• 11a1,ed the eplat.eaelocJ troa an •••ll'lat.itm ot otAer 

taetora tbat •tea' •••• J*rpet.uaMd or npnduoed or even 

tnit1a-••d tbe eme~nae ot '•rfdoa' tueelt. The _proble• 

••tio was "'•n •• tollova~ !he aoYe•nt ot \be a\ruagle 

was predicated Oil the 'll.,.d' ,..a11ty ot the •rtbal, 

"'•" wa• aoat appannt (or tn other wol'd s, aoe• atriklll& 

in t.paotl at tbe particular ooajuno,ure of •rtbal exta-.noe 

--tb.e explo1tattcm by landlords lbroqh rent.• But .n1s 

Yerr perception anc~pdtd tl\e exaainatlon ot ,.... mora 

aubtle proc••••• a' wotk tba,, hlatorioally, had len' 

1181gb' to the movement. ot Mrfdoa. The conjune\ural moauen~ 

vaa a pan ot the whole •rad!,lan ot bla\0 .. ,, whoae •-•· 

tlon added upto • 'holta•t•' reality. Pa~lekar's 

per•~otln at.e .. d ttl• -.n•lon *"' ia 111 llei' in t.be 

c••.nd deel.rn ( ooa•plreoyl ot bletorr and t•• •o•nt., fNaen 

at a certain oonjune\ura of ita aal"ch• In otiber word• 

1be leadersblp by lte atnaalar tocua on tbe leaded left\ry 

(the landlordslaoneylea4ere, tnden, sr••• aeronan\e) 

•• the explot1~at1Ye element f.a the lifte or \he tribal• 

allowed the 'direeton' • t.tae '••rip\ writer•' ot t.be 

tribal's hia~rteal odY•••Y• *• Br1t.1ab tb••••l·na, to 



, 
reaaiD unnotleed (b•t not lneffeot1Yel lD Cbe w1na•• 
The creator (ate I) or .Se blat.or1oal welpt, colon1al1111B, 

ttMlf ••• neYer poat.Mcl in lt• tne eolotan• In effect 

tnen, tbe leacfenhlp oould not llld die! not., aake Che 

necas ••rr connection, between \be ooaplexlty of tbe 

hlatoriosl pro-ceaa or t.riltal explot~at.ion and the apparent. 

easy-t.o•Y1aualtae, nallty of lt.a IIOMDt lll 19•,-6 •. 

The tape rat! n tor this tale ale flows fro• Wle altoYe• 

!be epta-.aeloclcal scale bas to ahtt• ita wetpt no' to 

the •••nt, (wb.leh ••• 1n any case •ply exhlbltted by tb• 

•rtbal moftllentl bat \0 the •x•lnatton of 'the htetorioal 

aqa that 1d to the aoaent.• In Cbe prooeea \be la,t-ar'a 

l1J11t.a will neoeaaarily expand t.o encupaaa tee hlt.ber\0 

neglaeted 'fraaatls penonae' and incorporate tJlelr ao,lcm 

ln the eontent of tribal existence as it ••• •aatfea\ 

ln 19t.5-6• 

The rtrat prulae tor tbe atudy or tbe hlatortcal 

'wel&bt' ta ~at tbe prlaacy of the ownerah1p end ••• of 

land doee not, and tad .. d cannot, be at tbe ooat. of tbe 

exolualon ot other factor•, hth eoonMio end non•eoono•lc, 

that ••r haye led to the oreatlon ~~ explol•acs.on/oppreaalon. 

'The penpeo,lft followed hen, at temp'• to lnoorporaw 

varloua element• oonat!tu-tn or th~ wnole .realU~y of 

rit.lab eolonl•ll• and tribal exlahnee '<~ aoco\11\' tor 

e• to\al l at.na a oenvaa •• poaatbl•• ~ o element.• \bat on 

f l r at e lgbt, appear ltanoooua in their dleolal t.o any 



conneo~lon ~o tbe tribal, ••1 haYe oonatderable bearlna 

on W1elr line, •• biatory unfold• lt.Hlf· 

Tbe preal••• tor auch a prapeotlve are wotold· 

Firstly, ~ere S.a tbe eplatemcl~alcal one • lU.a\Ory eaa·• 

not bu' be a aanlteat e•plexit.y of eftn•• •net pereona• 

litlaa, lafS.Ditely rtcb 1n its untoldtna, aft·ordtnc U\e 

ohronloler an lntrloatA t•JJe•'r' of parpo .. e and laten••• 

deunatnau oont.radtot.lona and Yolut.ary \boupu, end it. 

bebone the ohronloler to ••••• •• aany of c&eae flat 

t.hnads ud reoben t.be rou••• and bye•lane• tba' 1' baa 

tr•••rsed. Tbua reason haa to oap~ur• .aa ooaplexitJ of 

nalit.J• ecendly ( t.ben la no priority or ranklft& 18plled 

. hen. Bo'b tee~ each other) the on~loaloal pnaiM• 

And tbla. 11 that. the whole hletory of the triball 1ft f!l&RI 

dlstrlot le a atory of their, 8laoet. '•raaa•h1a~rioal 

leap' from e oondlti~n of llYln« ln what could be oalled 

• •natural eeonoay' to ' elr aubaumption ln•~ the doatnaD' . 

land nletlona be•d on rent extreotlon. 'the ;.>no•••• tor 

\h purpoae or tbe atudy baa been aba,racted ln'o tbe 
( ) 

concept. or peaaan1;1aa~lon, wh1ob in lea uaa1• nen. pithily 

auaa up thta teleaoopic leap. I''• aignlfioRnoe, peouliar 

to the at.udy aaalft, 11•• ln GD.e faot \bat., w11b1n •• 

apben of production, c011110n to 'botb tne enda o.t tbe 

continuum pole, the tribal• bad •o•~d fro• a p~a1,1Gn or 
non•eur·plua produoera ln tbe neturel eoonoay to tone rodue• 

tion of aurplue tor aomeone elae 1n tne • •raln& nla•t·Oil• 



' 
There wae no period, epatt.ally or "ra"rallJ wnen ~e 

trlbale1 enjo,.d a po•ltlon (unlike tbe ! obta, Aart• 

Patlla of DecoAn dtatrlc'a end Thana) of prod~otnc aurpl~• 

1 ppropr1awd by tb•••l•e•• Tbia deaaada en Sat.rodt~otlon 

or •notber oonoept, •• a auttix to paaaaatlaa~ton, to 

furt.ber aua •P the proee••• Tbue ln tb• releYant plaoea 

'dlspoeaeeaton' 1• equa,ed wt&b pta•antlaa,iOD• t he 

equatlaa te IJI:Ibollo ot anocner prooeae ~., would olarify 

l\a aaap eftn fur·t.A•r• And •1• le t.be 1ntrochtot.1on of 

pr1Yau, enforceable and ood111ed rilbt.• ln land aa tbe 

pnaiH of the Retyatwar1 aettleaent int.rotlucttd by ~ 

Brttlu, lD Tbe.na 11'1 1865· lth rea~ot to the tr1bala, 

on wbOJD t.beM rl&bta were, tpao taot.o, ooaterred, t here 

1• a double irony. fiot only waa lbelr t.raAab1at,or 1cal 

leap etf'eowd but t.be grant of l • cal ''"•• ~ laad whioh 

\ben taplled poa .. aalen, wu rendered, alaoat elmllltaneoualy, 

null and vold. The tribal loat a la poaaeeelon .tn 1Wle ·l•aal 

• • nee alao, and the proo••• or peaaantiaattonla tapoaeeaalon 

oarrted wl\b 1\ the auehortty ot Brlt1ab jurlaprudenoe• 

The ontoloatoal pnalH of .Ole atudy, then, la aq• 

ea\ed tn tne concept ot peeaaDttea,tonl4tapoaa• •a1on with 

ita pndloatlOD Of a tranebta,Orloal leap• sf.Jd.atenae 

wttbtn naturel eoono•y.·o~ end of t.bla ·~c,rum•••u• 
- -

1 'l'h ta d.eae"•• ••• quallfloat.lon only for olarlfloa\Ory 
purr.•••· In the eourae or eolonlaltam •oae tr1~• •1•· 
l ol e and Tbak•r• ... raed (some of th••• no' all) • • in• 
de pender-At Ylable peaeent prochaoenh • lara• majority ot 
the othe r trlbea and eYen M0\1(N1s or tbe M dtcl no,. 



• 
\Wo tl\111 • for· tbe tribal• Orte, • • \be t.ena t•Ml1' au&• 

«••'•• was bls cloae pro~l•l\y to nature•aa•natural 

naouroea. To be aon preot•, be ·we• noengiltd t.0 the 

boMt1•• or Rat.u.... secoatlly, tlbere • ·•• • clo .. iden&lfl• 

cation or production or aaMrlal llfe and reproduet.lo 

or the t..Uy (or 'rlbe). The two ..... ,.ted off eaeh 

other. Tbe \yptcal. pa~ .. rn of production of •taple food 

tor tnatanoe, waa \be elaah and burn cultlYatlon or wnat 

vee looally ealled t tbon1ar dalbl 1 • TRia .tlift.lq cult1Ya• 

tton neoeealtated and was predicated on the aYallabllit.J 

or Yaat •'ntehee of toreete, wta1cb oould be eleancl at 

different t.t•• tor · oultlva,tolh Bealdea, ~· ocn.r 

neceaeltlea of aaterlal lll'e ewn 1n MRe of food, for 

lnet.nce, uet (of birds or beaa\e ) and fault• or roota 

could be oolleoeed only beo•u.. toe foreet wee available 

t.o the tribal• In au the for••' provided \Ae tribal wi~ 

alaoet every neeeeel'Y or nl• lite and tnereby detlned 

bte proxialty to tbe natural ,.aoureea oontalned tbe,.ln• 

The ~ln oondltlona of natural eoono•r-produo,lon 

to~ faallr reproduo~lon and proKt.l'Y to nat•ral reaouroea, 

wnlob wen a' bla beok and ea11 d•flned otber aaJ)eo•• or 
tribal aa\ertal lite. I' afforded .b.lli \be lelaure tor 

Pl•J• lftd thereby· oreeM4 a paradtp of r,aa work e\bio *•' 
waa to eharplf differ froa. the on• tn\roduoed ~J' oolonlali•· 

The reconolllatlon wltjb natun arad alllple pi'Oduc,loa . 

aoulc:ted trib•l exiatenee br atfordln& lt. ~., Yl\al ele .. n' 



et eoaaunlty ltfe•oul,an..• aocl 1ft play. 'l'he t.rlbal was 

no\ elllply ••n U.e prod•••r or toed aatberer, bat !lOP! 

iudepe, deftnlna hlllaelt la aDd tbrouah bla o\lltval 

nona and preetleea•aa•play• Wbll.a tbe aubJeot ·or Ale 

o•lturel nora• end praotleea have yet \0 be ohroaloled 

l n a ayate•atlo taehton end wltaou~ tbe pw.judlee of 

ooloalal antbrepoloay, 1\ la aufflolent to auga••• aoae 

tand-ntel la••• aTislna out of lt• Tbe ap&n an<l duration 

of tl allowed lela~re and the 1Roorporetlon of featlYltlee 

81ld roup oem1Yala wlthln tt, to cet.A •• autb laportance 

•• the production of goods for •aterlal ltte. Aa laportuat, 
. 

lnd• ect lntearal paJ't or lagftd1eat of tbla play, waa the 

eonsu.ptloa of boae brew.d liquor, whiob all ~abera of 

the tribe partook of. Hare qdn eoJJd 1 tiona of natYral 

eeonoay pt.,.d to the tribal'• ed•antaa•· The data pala 

tree, produoiJ\1 toddy, a alldly lntodeant drlak arew wllcl 

ln allloat all tbe parte of Thana, wltb lta pndoalnuoe 

or torans, jua' •• d 1d the M•ra flow.ra, anotibar aouroe 

of ltqaor. In etteet tbe needa of tbe Vlbal for drink oa 

eon•~ltvtt•• part of hie ou.ltun-aa•pley ••• fre•ly aYatl• 

able, 11t•ral1J tn hla ~aokJard. 

Drittab oolontallaa crenafor.ed \rlbal axla\eaee ~, 

CleatroJinc the twin oondltlona of natural eoonorar. and 

thereby oleartna t.ba paaaap t or b1e aubauptloa •• • ren~ 

paying tenant or • t r • .t.ll J•aubjucated. foroad labour•. 

And therein hanaa 1ile t 'ele of multl-dtmenalonall\y 'o ..Olch 



• 
thte a•udy laya elalll• 'lo ••• hla lnt.o \be ••r•l' 

jaoke' er tbe land rela~lona I' was n••••••rr •o break 

hta tie wl ~ tb• tore •~ ( •• aatural raeovo••) aa.d .... 

bta wttbtn the conttnea •f a aurpl•a•prochao~l.a ••••r• 
The proo••• or hla peeaantlaat.ton 1• tbe atory or the 

enoloeun or the torea~, tbe arowtb of e-rolalleed 

.onopoly -.nutao~ ADd aale of ltqaor •• •uob •• bla 

.. , t la•nt on ~· lalld with rt ta or traaater end •lt.eaa· 

t.lon. 

The mul tlple tbrua~ of 'rlbel peaaan•l•etloa tbroucb 

the en ... t.le or the tbn• a.apeeta ou,llaed aboYe, were not 
. 

t.ne deliberate, pndewnained, coneoloua actl-.n of •a 
' 

aot lYated by tbe eol• daelre t or dr1Y1D& tba tribal• in\0 

ella oona~totiq apaoa of the land rela,tona, but wee part 

ot the atruoare aad taetloatna of coloAtall•., a polnt. 

whlob puta tba •ra-nt, 1D tate perepea\lft with wbiob it. 

HIM• 

Britt• oolord.al praatl• bla&ed ora 'wo rYnct .. ntal 

prtnef.plea, wboaa o.-rationallaatlon onaMd tbe pn•lHa 

tor tribal paaeantlaa,lOD 1a ita ault.ldi .. nalonalt.•r• For 

one 1\ • ·•olYed arouad tba OODYareloo or o•••• lDOO oon• 

, ... o, and oo-.a rt.1ht (aaao•ton.d by uaa1a) lnM fJ'1YaW 

lnd 1 rtd••l rllh •• ( aue•loned \y l•w l. The" la, lndt Yldaal 

r ta •• de t wd lft lw ooantarpoaed to \ba rl ta or 

tbe aowrelp ataM• I f tbe n ••• anr ocm\rlldlo•t.oa hen 

1\ • •• reaalftd by .. kt.aa ltot:a n p t;a and ~elr napeot.t•• 
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areaa of o,eratlon aooountable to tbe La1f and l\e Oour'•• 

whloh 1n tile prooeaa then aoqulnd th• natura of a awutral 

body •f anl1tratloa . tn the alnd a of the peeple, malt ina 

tbem pandoxieallJt aon worthy asbjeeta of the oololllal 

., .•. 
o the tlrat ~••t of Brltlab colonial! .. waa to lmple• 

met t.he lat.\er halt ef ... above antlnoalee, ead looktna 

back oYer ~elr shoulders at *• cult.ure they bad · pollt.l• 

oally oyerthrown \iber defined ouatoaa and commcm riP' n.ot 

by the reooaaltton of tbetr exia .. noe, but tbe ab .. nce of 

cGntreot. and prlYaM rigbta, and explained tbereby tbe 

lneftletenoy of preytoa• 18ati.Ye' a,._t.M8• Tbua ~· 
' 

•erttoaeJ'' ot their ayaum htnaed· on reaolYtna the an't• 

noateaa she ouattMOf 'hand1oraft' ltquor-•akift& by alaoat 
' 

all the trlbala was a'opped and oontreo'-d to aonopoly 

lit~uor tarmera, all non•trlbala and often \be local l.anded 

aentryJ the foreat aa ooaoD rllbt (exoep' tor aoma 'reea) 

in earlier timea we• oonnrMcl e'fer a period ot """'1 
\0 eigbty yean tn•• t.be exolualve prope·.rt.r of t.ho •'•'•• 

and the trtbal hta•lf ••• •••_,_•d on the land 11iti'• pri-rate 

alienable f'tgbta--aoMtbt.ftl b.e had ·neYer heard. before, 

coneidertrag ( aa one BrltlG ot.flolal v•• ~o point. oa') bbe 

Varkee tha' he oultlYa~d bad a oolliDOD rip~ aMo~loMd 

by u ..... 

The •oond laport.ant preatae of lrttian oolorllalt• 

wae l\a t.por,attoa ot atruoturea and 14eae of ola••ioal 
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polltleal economy--the Bea\h • tdeal of a\llltarlanlea 

which had naebed tt.a apope 1n lqland inh tbla oount,ry. 

uning the fond and ••ta bope ~., they could oarn out. 

the taal• of tba .~ llab eeonoay 1D the apace of t.ble 

country, t.bey tnt.Nchacad the not.lona end allowed for, tbe 

apnad or U&o• Meheft!all ust. would enaendar tba tne flow 

of aan 'a .-r..rttet.e •• exehan«•abla ••tllt.le •· Thua tb• 

rna aad aab•pend aale and P'll"olla• or co-odtt.lea wboN 

quantuaa eoold be datA,.lud by the toru of daaalld and 

aupply took wlde eccept.anoe. fnaa rew tba produce and 

lmd aarket.a, tM ondtt. lwa and the free play of ibtenat. 

ratea tdlleb unlike beton votald ao loa••r be subject t.o 

tba eon•trlotinl lntluaaoe of tradit.lon but. ooold now 

cltab aky hllb 1ft naponH \o \ba lnelaattc needa of tba 

aarket. ( 1·•· the peaaut./\rtbal). 

But tbe ift\roduetlon of 'the •arnt uobaDl .. wt•h lt.a 

anderplulaga in tb.e Bent.healu paradtca bad dlftarent. 

purpo•a han. After all, tbe Brltlala wan the eoloalalnc 

•••t.en, ao tb• ••rice• •ob•l• had to ,lar ~· role of 

centralla1Dc tbe aeureea ot oolontal eX\ractloa 1\ .. lf· 

The oolleotloa of nftn• (UDder tb• Yar1oua he acta of lend, 

axet .. and torea') oould '- faolll,ated end ''• ~..a•u. 

enlpula\ed by ~· atate only tf the •a•n•• lnYol••d la 
produetlon er dlatrlbutlon, tunotlonad wl\bln atrue•urea 

tba' wen tamlliar to itHlt. Tbe aamt •onaniam 'o 

wh1ob tbe aoole'J reapond•d• drew lt• i•Ptratl••• aad 
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auatenance trora tntt a\ruo~urea and lawa or colonlall•' · 

•ocordlq ly, the atate va• on tea1l:lar aroQRda when 

o1•1a1q ita abaN of the oake • 

The~ pnal•• ot oolon1a11• tntorMd the pract.1H 

ot tta at.ruot,area and tnetltut.tora• in •••rr aapeot of \be 

eoonomy. In the prone• '' al.o ipt.taratt4 t.be former 

dteparat.e eleMata wttbtn a alnale Wlbole • aot!Ya"d and 

perpetua\ed by ~ neutral lewa ot t.be •arbt.• ~arlter, 

caeto• and oo-on right. bad nneoMd cl1aarU.oulat.1on of 

t.be YAriOU8 eleaenta Of tbe eooa~ay from one aDOdler••lend, 

f ores t (an4 trade ooaneoUd t.benln), liquor maDufaet.ur•, 

aaob that. eaeh element exuded a dpaat• tba' waa ulque 

to it• Tbua owaerabtp ~~ lartd waa pnYalentrl auh of the 

ael"tten and ooea\al rioe laude tn Baaaeln bad beaa aurYeyed 

•~ rlpta on thea, aoknowledaed. 8\lt tbe fonat. n malned, 

by and lar,e, open t.o all, for fellln• of t.reea or· oult1• 

Yat.lonl and by t.bla Yirtwu, lf t.be nsular •••"-•d •ult.l• 

Yatore were ••b3eot u 110aopollet.lo con•rol by -.M leaded 

pntry••tbe 'Pen4erpeabaa'-·*• 'rlbal oqst,it.\ltln& a 

alseable proportlea ot ue 'bill' tal•ku remained tne 

of any eon-orot. 3latlarly, ••en •• the Bhandarla, t.racU.• 

tlonally supplied *• looal popalaoe with lt.a liquor, br 

IDakins it at bo•, tile tribal waa free, by OUStOJa ( Usqe) 1 

and tbe ••• tlabtltty of date and pal• trees, t o brew bla 

own toddy. 

!be ln\rochaot1oa, by Br1t1eb colon l ellaua, or tbe 
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opera,ift oaM orl a of •~•raot. and lnd1rtdual/pabl1o 

(etaMl rllh'• and ~· aarket •oiumt•• oentral1Hd the 

dlYer .. aapeo\a of tbe ·•conoay by oon.-1"\ln& all \be 

epnta wi~tD t.Ua, lnt.o e ·ahanae eaaodlt.S.. •-peaaant.a 

( tncladtna trlbala) on l .aftd; •• laM\Inra 1ft S ta\e-owned, 

oon~raetor opera~d for••-• (after 1880), aDd eonaUMr.s or 
liquor aaautao.-red and .old by aonopolf liquor farmer•• 

Tbe atate eolleoted ita reyeaue tro• all toeM aou.-eeal 

t.be apeoifle qa-tua of •lob waa eit.ber fl•d for a period 

( tb lr'y yeare tor land reveru•, or •• 1D ton at. coupea) 

or deMnlned by tbe . Yarlat.iona in d .. Met and auppl y (land 

reftnue atter the 1lb lrty ,. ... ptrlod, and liquor exoi .. l • 

Bu$ tbe tmd•rlylnl pre•1•• of ooawrt.lnl all tau 

•9!!11 t~t•t• a aubjeot. only to tbe warp and woof of 

tb• mark•'• ereated t•• oppoa1~·-1Dequall'J and coaoeo\rated 

owr'•r.tllp ot land and labo.ar and oontrol oYer metr value. 

The ••r~ enee of claaMa, tn a IIOd•ra MDae, lallrieated 

wt~ln amd taotloruallelna ~ atruet.urea of producallon 

end diatributton ot Yalu Yla \he nex:u• of exploitation, 

wae Cbe re•ut\ of lrttl•b colonlall•· A atrlkiAg un1· 

testation or tbta ••• ~· ••klnc ( tlnllakinc?, or the ••• , 

at,r••• ot tribal• •• ••an'• and foroacl labour of tbe 

ooabtned olaaMa of aoneyleadara••landlorda, ton•• 

oontraetora and llqtlor fara.ra. 

Lec ltlaaletnc theM d1•1• 1ona wlth tn eoelety wen t.ne 

preat•• ot the oolontal ••••. After all, it oould be aalcl 
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(aa lt was by Yarioas offtclals) U.•' \he aool•\al hiatus 

wae not. tbelr orea•ton but a prodYct. of 'o~Jeo,1.-' foro•• 

of the marnt to wi•loh taw apatrs ..,.,. reapondln& lAd 

reaping their just fruita \bentro-• B.at. in t.ne oaa• ot 

t.be u-1b•la, this le itilllsat.lon '"-••• tnoperat.l'N afwr 

a few ,eara of the Orlalnal !hane,, wltb near al)aoluk 

paupertaatilon Yittlt.lna tb••· ReA»rt.a augesud \be tribal'• 

tota~ lnabllltf -to respond on any btl~ tanequal, wnaa, ~ 

\be aar~tt.• Th•lr part.lclpat.lon waa a non•a,art-er• And 

ln the taelbl-98 of 1\e tunot.lontoc , Cbe atat.e explalAed away 

their pa•perlaatlon wlta an ar .... nt. tbat polnhd tbe 

fitJger away troa it.•lf ~ aqtaaN.lJ •' the t.rlhla thea• 

H1Yes. l.eg1t;illaUon ot u-tbal eaperiaat.lon (aDd 1nd1reetJ.y 

the obtuaoa.tion ot coloalallaa), •t ooloalal ••n~ropology 

1n tbe oen$re ot ~· •~••• aod ••ol.-4 e ruhrlo _.., wee 

to juat.try tba lnlctult.loua atat;ua f(UO• Tbe vlbala .-ra 

explained •• 'lasy' (thereby convarttna 'he Ylrtue of 

'lalave' into tit• Yloe of Uft jJrGdUOt.iYlty ) t 'bad buabanda• 

.. n•, 'liYen to drink', 'UAeduoated' and coapla-.11 

'paaaiw' to tbe ap,.•l of Capl,al and rofl'• arly 

'aootolo loal' npor•• on t-he •ooact.i·done' of tba trl,ala, 

whleh bad onlr aqpat.ed, eOMwbat conl.aHdly, auob pre· 

judloea, were, to be la,er COJ'l'hrtled, ratb•r lao~rJ)orated, 

lnt.o the oftldal expluatlona by tba ata\e-·t.h• r•j'ld ieee 

of a Cl\r1•tlaft ' 11an ot God' ( Dr• W ll•on 1n 18)8), wen 

\ranafor ed into the eaoliant ariJ'lMn'• ot tbe ete.M••iA 



.u prooeea, tor all oono.mad, *e ort&ln• of the vtbal'• 

pauperiaatlon bad been loeahd• In tbla aenM, oolonlal 

ob .. rYatlona, •• •ubjeo~t•• eYaluatlone, \be~ ao~ally 

would ttaft recat.ed aoan~ aotl••• lMat by ttl• B.oyal Aatat.lo 

sooS..ty, beoa• (bowewr ••••~end ~•Y were l •••rtal 

,..apone 1ft perpe,uatlq vt•al pa•perleat101h F'or w%1at 

1' augpe\ed waa that the Ylotlaa of axplelt.atlon wen lta 

autbora. It vaa only in 19_,_6 c.hat. eM trlbala _. ... a'-1• 

w deny tbt.• tapoHcl •lt•naaellatlYe etboa and en• lite 

Pars II· lttbodolur 

Sine• tbe atudr ta blatorloel ill nawn, tbe aat.erlal 

•sed, daMa troa the lrttlab tl••· But Cba problem 11•• 

hare. or the major par' ot tbe date ta otttolal ln 

oharae\er or at leAat ntleotba 1 •• ln tba oaH or prlYaw 

aoooW'lta, ottlolal parepeot.l.ea and preooeupat.lon•• fhla 

zraeana ~at the dat.a oft band ta ol'dared ia tile llabt. ot 

"'e taperatlwa and neada ol coloalal rtale end in the soal• 

or reoocapat.tona, .aa trtbala, aluoup oonatl\utln& a 

lar • ohunk of tbe populatl-.a, ttcored ra~er at. rile 

bottoa. It tbey did ""1" any proai:D.en' ••t•n•ton s-rto• 

dloelly, at.~cm no•_toe va• p-oapMd •on by tiM official 

concern wltb ma,\era or re.anue/exol .. tollaetlon, dleputea 

oftr olalme to property •• :blla or prlYaM, •1•· toreat•• 

Under tbe olrcu••t•~•••• tba evtd•noe •~ band needed 
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•oro\lRJ ot a faaht.on wberebJ ab .. noe of aar latoaalion 

on \r1\ala ln on• aree ot ottiolal preoocupa,lon bad to '

.eeoouohd tor by ita preaenta in anoaer. For aleallple, 

•••n as the 'rl"•l• ven beclne .. ,t.led on land by U.• Oriclnal 

St~neya ot the 1860'• and aYney officiela .,.,.. wax1n& on 

\bit adYantaJee tor ~· t~r1bal, otiler •• ,..,. ot t,belJo nallt;y 

\ended t,o aaow • aradaal ·abifl •oward• paupertaa\ioa• Tn•• 

the A.bk•r1 ( xolM) da\8 showed m lnene•lnl •o•••ot ot 

the tribal ln'o \b• .. rut t.o p\arebaM ole liquor. SlaUarly, 

th• aacresatYe p•atur•• or en• Fore•' Depa~n' orrte1al• 

Sndteeted tn ~· ..... ,.rt.a, a navletlon or t'Jle tribal•' 

ue of fore eta whleb woulfl bee- rtaa.l by the 1860• •· In 

other worda, ~· aYallalalll•r ot da\a ln PJ field of 

colonial t.nnanee wea otuo pred1oa\8CI, 41UlM nat.anllr, 

apon Che extea' ot tb• ooaoeraed offiotal' • juriadlo\lon ; 

and le therero,.. 11111\ed by the operatlon or b1a aut.norlt.y. 

Si cnltlean,ly eaoqh, t.Ae Ooll•o\Or1 of all t.b• otfl• 

elals, bad the sora Wliftrael Ylew or aat ' G" re.latin& •o 

bt.s d tatrl•'· Very ot\81'11 atn" be d laeo•reed on Yarlo\la 

snaa •t otrtolal ·polt.oy, a• w•• ., odde wtlh ,.,.,lcular 

ott lol•l• ••I • the torea' ott1ctala1 ' he la,s.r or .no• would 

Me •••-.r• dlttenn,ly. Illdaed •• acerbic dlaaan••n•• 

on •••tara of foreat eon•ne,t.on and eta• aeeda of: '*• · 
PG •~nt.ry, w lcb, 1n ~· tleraalft, oaly aer"ftd 10 bl£hlllh' 

th• eond1tlona of tb• affee d ,. •• an,ry, refleoted tbe 

oon~adlc~lona of the ate~ towarda publlo proper~, ·and 
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priY ~ needa, •• alao t.nat · or r•••nue oolleoc.loa from t.wo 

.. ealngly cont.rad.tot.ory, tnveraely nla~ ao\U"o••• 

fhle br1n a ua to the dat.a itMlf. f~e inJ.t.ial apade• 

work ••• -done em t;he publltlbed teoo•'d• sf tine Boabay GoYern• 

•nt nlat.lnl 'o land. nfta.-, lore•'•• excl• •" al• Sut 

t.be pabllsned noonla are · abat.rao\ed da'a of on.• going proe••••• 

et work. To pled ~~ tiber \he axp~rt•ot;lal r.alit.y as 

lind by \rlbela, ptaaen••• landlorda•aeneylend•r• and wit• 

neaMd by offlol•l•• lt. vaa neoeaaary t~ del•• 111~0 tbe un• 

ptabl1ahed manuaor1pt.•· In t.nl• reapeot ttt• repo~• dat.all• 

tng 'tih• perlodleal oora .. eapondenoe oo lal'ld, revenue, •xoiee, 

foreat.a 1Moaae a cold aiDe -waltiaa to \te d1a1nt-err~. · • 

written, bound YOlWDee Of the nnue, Jud lolal and Qener•l 

~p•rt nt.a, bu' prtnolpelly the Raveraue, round lr1 S'•'

Archifta at Bombay caot1lD d.e,alla t che a1nuM•t. kind, 

a. written oolipancliu or •••rJdaJ life and event.• whoa• 

tmportADt (for the at.aM) tao•h'• were tros•a in Vie published 

recorda. 

Of tbe band written Yolu.ea, the Annual .tdain1avat.1on 

eporta ot toll• Colleot.or wen tb• 11oat c011pnneaa1ft, ooftr• 

1n elmoat •••17 aapeo\ ot ltt• 1n tbe dla,rlo' and 

ohron1cltn1 t.b.e •••reload t \b• oll•ot.or 1A tile ••rol.o 

ot ia ••~ori'Y• early repor'• ••I• ~arrlo\t'• tn 1818-

182 .. w•re lona and realltl1n.c ot,an retlo·otina hla own v"w• 

on •retoraa' for *• diatriot.1 b"'~ oYer the J8&ra tb• report• 

becemo cor• ao1ent, tor .. liaed, end wtder 1n ooveraae. Bu' 
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.. 

tb& aubjeotiYe ele•a\, the predlleetlone of tlbe au~or 

btm•lf trere newer exorol•d· rror they t.ended to nfleot. 

dlffereneea 1n eYalua~lon an.d .. paeala of ewnta .and per• 

eonalltlea. In the nue of the sun·ey e•tl••at.a, 

olleotora or ot.ber ofllolale wt.ewln1 bond· d labour .. o at. 

t.rlbala sew 1\ •• an eberrat.lon; 'r the beg t.nalng or tbe 

twenttetn•eent.ury, saooeedtn1 O~lleotora vere broodlnc oa 

are not merely subjeotl¥e or spaoulat.l.e o~noerna alone, but. 

reflect the ao••••n' wtt.htn the eeono•J and tb• t.\lrae and 

tlttat.a ot t'• oour•• · lat au.bjeotlYe elMent.e a0111a1tlMa 

obdrwcl tbe · reality or e.ea ooata .. d lt.• For • ._ple, lD 

one report., \ftg Colleotor •••d tbat, du. tro ludlord explol• 

tat.lon, tbe trlbala we" beln& tnll\ed like the hd Indians 

or Amerloal In ,., anotber, • ' Ma t i.e' aaalatant Colleotor, 

ellowed the rbetorto ot nle oonoern for t.rlbala to OY8~ 

whelm bla ••••-•nt or t.be reality, pat&tln • picture of 

illpencU.q rebellion by trlbala• l eceaaartlr eucb. r•port.a 

haft been th& ehate. Beatdea, e¥en obJ•otlw reporting by 

Collector• haa often oontradlct-ed ot.ber data on the •- lsaue 

or the " .-os-t• •ntedettna lt• Alain, tbta he a de10ended • 

crltteal scrutiny of .Ill the de\e on band, tor !Drr laaue • 

tn !.l.ib. period, 11h toh au a•• t a tn e t the aoruttny or the 

trend s t n the information tor tbe tptlrt pe riod ot Dritlati 

rule haa had t o be bal. eneed by th• alDutea\ de tall o~t.ed ln 

t be report• · 



Tbere are dlttennc••i aoet manit••• only 1n t.tle ha.nd 

written voluaee, alao beJM!en offlo1ala, voleln& tbelr na• 

pect ive deperuental coneerna. • aoat. atrllt1n8 exaaple waa 

'be rivalry be._.an ~· Reftn\ta end Fo"•' De paruaent.a. If, 

tbe off icial a tn t.he lat.ter ••• Cbe 'Jun le Fee' •on•• 
ln'rodued in 1 Sl a• ~· •cJ1olne \0 pntvent deprad~t.,lona 

by tribala, tile ReYen• ottio.lala aaw iDe ache .. aa tbe 

dl••• eaualnc baYoc ~ toreata and hardehipe to .,eaaeat•• 

otb had a point Md both 1ft 111ht of ctle1r pnoocupationa 

eftorded a &lllapae or ~. reality ;for \ be t.rlbal, 1n tnia 

pba•· At yet another lewl, the Abkari report• on tbe ex...,nt. 

Gf liquor oonsuaption and exciM ~r h•ed in Tbana, •• eoially 

after tbe Aot of 1678 and the noonatitutlon or liquor aanu

fAct\Jn .nd ••1•, are of li,tle interest. 1part froa at.t.eat• 

ina ~ tbe bisbnaae of tba fl~na for Thana• But coabllle 

it with conteaponry ,.porta of olleotors to toe etteo• 

that Abkarl rew.nua ia alaoat equal to tile lancl nyenue and 

*•' conawaptton ta yery hlJJh •ona•t trlbala, and \be 

Yertf1oa\1on yields a eound logic• 

eeioally, ~en, tbe metbodolGIJ tn rela,lon ' o ~· 

\1M Of the da'a baa been '0 look 1\ a .. ry ieee of inforaat10D 

in one f ield in nlat.ton to information tn sno\her, naoeaai• 

t tine- a "r' amauat.t" re~tdlna ot every Yolume ot menuacr·i pt 

material relatln to land, revenue, exo1•, fore•• •• •1· 

e baato and detailed aat.arlal, •• aa1d earlier, la 

cont lnad in the depart.Mn,al volUMe '' t.he Ar etatv••· lt..n 
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rea ct. t.o llbe eyeaue n.,_rt.Mn~ aanueort.pu, ill oaroao• 

lo~loal order, ~ earlleat recorda tbat ••re looked tato 

wen troaa l«tM -.ard•· Till 1 20, tbe oornapondenoes an 

tn the fora ot ' Reyenu. ian••'• bat untortunahly, tb•r• 

are no tnd••• aa _, tbeir ooaten~e; Cbey an Mrely tuaabttred • 

Tba procedun then inYolnd ao8J\Dlna tbe dlarlaa for eftry 

year at randoa, boplft5 •• 'aula aold •. Froa 1820, the 

aateriel 1a gathered 1n Yoluaea, t.nlcb are lnde•d, tn a 

llat ~ YOl-a, maklDI U1e uak ot "lectin& from •ongat 

tba na.roua wluea eaater. But '-•rely eo. f or each 't'olw., 

altbou h tollowlnl a cer,ain ~lfor• oolleotlon of aa-.rlal 

under Yartoua heada, atUl n•• to be nad woup. Oftr

lapplnc, alaplao•••n••• oalaalona in the ooapllatlona of 

t.ba YOlUMa nl'ldend t.illa neeeaaarr• Tbe YOlUMa an arran ad 

tor ••ry iaaeae that. tall uder the aatnori'J ot Cbe 1\ennua 

Depar-.n' oftrlapptlla wi~ tile Judicial Deperta~ttlt. on 

.. rteln matt.era ••II• ClYll Court de oNe a, tlll 191S J after 

191 S they an arraapd tn P lle a, •• looM abeat.•, tytJed or 

written. AI tn, t)bere te no lnclext.na, aDd fllea ben ~ 't. 

looked •' rando• vtebou• any O.rtatnty of flndlna any nla• 

Yant. 1ntoraatieD• Kany of \be fllaa nlatlna to the annual 

admlnl•trat.t.on repone att.er 1916 an tnaxpllcably a1aalAI 

froa the Arcblwa. Aa aald '-eton, &be An.nu•l Adllllllla'r•tlon 

eport.e by tba Coll•o•or toraad tbe baa1o eouroe of 1•••1 

lator atlon, alon w1 t.h JuuaabUAdJ (Land .. ,.._) nporta. 

tn 190)• 4,, the lAnd bwau.e Ad•lnletratlon porta t 'She 
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Presidency wen \tepa to be publlatwd; nport.a tha\ 1neor• 

porated tne earlier .fUIIU\M.aady nper\a 1n a Mw fol'lllat. alona 

vi~ .. t•t"'t'e, nle't'ant (for tn• Gowl'tlMn' } MOtions 

from the ad•lntatra~l.on nport.a of each dlat.rtot.• Neeea• 

aar11y, tbla baa reDdeNd atatlatlcel ooaparlMD of da'a 

OftF tbla period dlfflou.l\1 ln't'OlYiUI aa it did, oroaa• 

cbeokinl for tbe Yeriati'ona in tlbe deflD1 'ton a of oa.._aorte • 

aMd in the quant1tatlft dat.a• Atc.r 191S, etnee Gbe nl••••u~ 

fllea •n ataeiq, the pabllahed l.aa4 ,Revenue Adatnt•,ratlon 

reporta heft oonatttut.ect tile aatn aouroa ••~rlal• 

To au up, dae lnlt.ial aorutlftr ••·• of t.De publtued 

reeorda of the Gonm•nt., eepeot.elly the au.rwr .. ,,leMnt 
' 

npona, bo~ ortliftal end Re•t•ton ,.abllabed •• aeleot.iona 

froa Boabar GoyemMilt ncorda, w'oto.b proYtded Cile 'lMnobaark' 

pertoda t ~· oolonlel rule, corroborate• tty Cile Annual 

adatntat.ratlon repone of me Fonat and Abkar1 Departaent.a. 

The next atace was the detailed ex.atnatlon of tbe maauaerlpt 

Yol~• and ttl•• of eaob departaen\1 eaptolally the lieYenae. 

Ae tar a• poe•lble • and wbe n oorroltorawd, •• orlatnal 

aenuecrlpt reoord• ba't'a proYtdad tn• flDel eourca of ln!o~a· 

tlon. The ooap"Ma•l•• lta~ of aouroe material 1• inolwlacl 

ln t he Appendto••· 

-Flnally, tbe ortclnal aplllna• of plaoe•, co .. nanlt.lee, 

l nd tYi uela et al., UHd by the Brtt.lab, h•ve bean aocll!lad 
I 

t o eonfor with tbe aodem con,eaporery aptllin&•• In 

uotattone ho_.y. r, the o r1 nele han been n talned. A 
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ooaprehenslft llat or wont• ·whose a pelltna• ba'h been Ohaqed 

t.a added in t.be A.ppencU.oe • • 

Qgfpter Plap 

Cba_pt.er I deale wit.A ~e detalla of the cJtatrS.ot and 1\s 

people both prior to tile Drlt.leh and o.n the eft of r.Aelr 

rule. Hls\Orleal, aeo,rephloal and •n•'~• deflalla ·~oaecoer 

with t.ne major orope grown are blchli&b t.etl • Chapter .II 

onronlcles the period ot tbe lnternanu 1·• • bel ••n 1618 

and 186J, when tbe Brttlllh wen coalq t.o ~rl;a w1t.h tone economy 

or Thana that was still, and tbe tribal• all \De aon so, 

dleart1oulawd· Cbap.,.r III ou,llnea \be J r1a1nal .6lu-vey 

ot the district and tb.e early at~apt• at. tor••' con,rol, 

abkar1 expert .. nte and tae position of tbe tribal•• Ohap,er 

IV SQ eats tbe M glnnlna ot t.rlbal peaaantiaat1on by O\lt• 
' I 

lining lte pnataea ns. enelesure ot ton•'• wit-h demaroa• 

tlon, faratng out or 1 lfi\IOr aanufaot\lre and a ale and t.be 

conaeouent forced aoftMftt tnto 'ae«hmtary' aartoulture on 

the baste ot allo~.ted alienable land•· Cha pWr V outlln•• 

etuma•• in the econoray oonMq•nt to ~· au"ey, ~· priA41Pl• 

one beiq the coaaoditlfloatlc.n of Ya.rkaa land• an4 tile 

iaportance or ar••• as a prof1 table oallh orop and -.he ot.ner 

aide ot the eotn Yls. ooncentrat.1on of owner•blp of land. 

Both ~ ... provided the ground a for an enhanoGent, of nvenaae, 

at a t~• when aoaratty and placue were preval•nt tarougbout 

the dletrtot, and tb tor••t• •noloMd. Tt1e reeot.lorJ.a of 

tbe tribela t o \b•1r paupart.eatlon 1e alao no~•cl· Cbapter VI 
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ou,lt.n•• early ••te•P•• ud "11M t allana of Goftna.en' h 

••• ae tlde ot _. ..... , ••••' tibe t.ribala, and U. 

ruraer nprod•••toa or acaob fol'lla ot explol,attoo •• alao 

lHtttded lal:to•lj both ., ~~· •t•, haYinC t.eo ... ta•rtnaio 

qaalt•t•• of tbe aGdea of aurplu.a approprl,atloD la .a&e 

tribal ..... of \he ctt•trlet• fu eooel.Slal ohapwr oa,llD•• 

\be pla" of tbe ata\e ln the fonatt.oa of tbe sootel ole••• 

o•po•d of non•trtb•l aoaeyleader/laacllol'da aDd the tribal 

•nan•• u d boacle4 leMur 8Dd ._..,. tbe aye•• by wblob 

tille •'Mndaa' d•lae,tealaab••••toa waa nt~Ndu"d• 


