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INTRODUCTIORN
b

Part 1. Ine Perspegtive

In 1945-6 the Varli tribals of Thana district
mobilised by Godevery and Shysmreso Parulekar under the
Kisan Sabha begean e movement asgeinst the dominance of the
loeal lsndlords and moneylenders. The latter's forms of
exploitation determined the nodal points of the moveuwent
itself~-~the principal one of which was the extraction of
exhorbitant rents~~frox the Varlis who, along with other
tribals, laboured under, what G. Farulekar deseribed as,
serfdom. This concept suggests the cherscteristics of
the system of land relstions itself-centering eround a
rent paying formation and perpetusted by the constant
use of whet Marx descridved ss 'extra-economie coercion'
slong with a system of 'foreed' labour.

The movement's fundsmentol thrust and the leader's
epistenclogicel premise focused prineipeally on the extant

oxploizatton/opprw-olon by the loecal landed gentry, all

1



of whom were non-tribals. Perforca, this meant the
singuler sttention on the pattern of reletions constructed
around the ownership and use of land. This was the subd-
ject matter of the concept of 'serfdom'. %While it defined
the constitutive elements incorporated within, it neverthe-
less limited the epistemology from gn examination of other
factors that might have perpetusted or reproduced or even
initiated the emercence of ‘serfdom’ iteelf. The proble-
matic was then as follows: The movement of the struggle

waeg prediceted on the 'lived' reslicy of the lﬂbal.

that was most apparent {(or in other words, most striking

in impact) at the particular conjuncture of tribal existence
~=-the exploitation by landlords through rente DBut this
very perception pregluded the exauination of the more
subtle processes at work that, historicelly, had lent
weight o the wmovement of serfdom. The gonjunctural wmokent
was a part of the whole tradition of history, whose summs~
tion sdded upto a 'holistiae' reslity. Parulekar's
perspective missed the tension that is implicit in the
grand design (conspiracy) of history and its moment, frosen
at a cortain conjuncture of its march. In other words

the leadership by ite singular focus on the lended gentry
(the landlords/moneylenders, traders, gress merchants)

EL) iho exploitative element 4in the lives of the tribnin
allowed the 'directors', the 'seript writers' of tue
tribal's historiesl odvasey, the British themaelves, to



remain unnoticed (dut not ineffective) in the wingsa.

The ¢reator (sie!) of the historicel weight, colonialiam,
itself was never posited in its true eolours. In effect
then, the lesdership could not and did not, meke the
necessary connection, between the complexity of the
historicsl process of tribal exploitation and the spparent
easy-to-visualisze, reslity of its moment in 1945-6.

The dmperative for this thesie flows froa the above.
The epistemological scele has to shift its weight not to
the moment, (which was in any case amply exhibited by the
tribsl movement) but to the exsmination of the historiecsl
sags that led to the moment. In the process the latter's
limits will necessarily expand to encompass the hitherte
neglected 'dramatis personas' and incorporate their action
in the content of tribal existence es it was msnifest
in 1965-6.

The first premise for the study of the historiceal
'weight' is that the primacy of the ownershipy and use of
land does not, and indeed cannot, be at the cost of the
exclusion of other factors, both economic and non-sconomic,
that'nny heve led to the ersation of oxploitauion/oppru-llon.
The perspective followed here, sttempts to incorporate
various elements constitutive of the whole reality of
British colonislism and tribal existence to account f@r
28 totelising » canves as possible. 0 elements that on

first sight, sppear innocous in their disclaim to any



connection to the tribsl, may have coneiderable bearing
on their lives, es history unfolds itself.

The premises for sueh s perspective are twofold.
Firstly, there is the epistewological one. listory cen-
not dbut be a manifest complexity of events and persona=
lities, infinitely rich in its unfolding, affording the
caronicler an intricate tapestry of purposes uﬁd intents,
determinate contradictions and voluntery thoughts, and it
behoves the chmniclor'to weave as many of these fine
threads and rechart the routes and bye-lanes that it has
traversed. Thus reeson has to cspture the complexity of
reality. Secondly (there is no priority or renking implied
here. Both feed each other) the ontologicsl premise.

And this is thet the whole history of the tribals in Thans
distriet is a story of their, almost 'trans-historical
leap' from e condition of living in what could be ealled

a "natural economy' to thelr subsumption inte the dominsny
land relations besed on rent extraction. The process, for
the purpose of the study has been abstracted into the
concept of Bononaninauion: which in its usage nhere, pitnily
sums up this telescopic leep. It's significance, peculiar
to the study sgein, lies in the fact that, within tne
sphere of production, common to both the ends of the
continuuz pole, the tribale hed moved from @ postulou;of
non-surplus producers in the natural economy to tae produg=

tion of surplus for someone else in tue ewerging relation.



fhere was no period, spatially or temporally when the
tribnlll enjoyed a position (unlike the Kunbis, Agri-
Patils of Doccran districts end Thana) of producing surplus
appropriated by themselves. This demands an mtmductiqn
of snother concsept, a8 & suffix to peasssntisation, to |
further sum up the process. Thus in the relevant places
‘dispossession' is equsted with peasentisscion. ihae
equation is symbolic of snother process tast would clarify
its usege even further. And tais is the introduction of
privata, enforceabdle and codified rights in land as the
premise of the Reiyatwari settlement introdueed by the
British, in Thans in 1865. With respect to the tribals,
on whom these rights were, ipso facto, conferred, thers
is a double irony. Not only was their transhistorical
leap offected but the grant of legal t.lﬁloa to land which
then implied possession, was rendered, almost simultaneously,
null and void. The tribsl lost nis possession in the legal
sense also, and the process of mnmuuuon/dupoauuion
carried with it the euthority of British jurisprudence.

The ontological premise of this study, then, is sug-
gested in the concept of puununuon/dupo-uuhn with
its predicstion of s transhistoricel lesp. sxistence

within natursl economy--one end of vhis sjectruu--meent

| This deserves some qualification only for clarificatory
purposes. In the course of colonislism some tribes vigz.
Xolis and Thekurs emerged (some of them, not all) s ine
dependent visble pessant produgcers. The lerge majority of
the other tribes and even sections of these did not.



two thinge for the tribale One, as the term itself sug-
gests, was his close proxinity to nature-as-natural
resources. To be more precise, he was regongiled to the
bounties of nature. Secondly, there was a close identifi-
cation of production of material life and preproduction

of the femily (or tribe). The two asjpects fed off each
other. The typical pattern of production of staple food
for inestance, was the slasi and burn cultivation or whet
was locally celled 'Thongar dalhi'. This shifting culviva-

tion necessitated snd was prediceted on the availabilicy

of vast stretches of forests, wiich could be ecleared at

different times for cultivation. Fesides, the other

necessities of materisl 1ife evan in terms of food, for

instance, meat (of birds or beasts) and fruits or roots

could bde g¢ollected only becsuse the forest was avesilable

to the tribal. In sum the forest provided the tribal wiwn

slmost every necessity of his life and thereby defined

his proximity to the natural resources conteined therein.
The twin conditions of natural economy=-production

for family reproduction and proximity to naturel resources,

which were at his back and c¢ell defined other aspacts of

tribal material life. It afforded hiwu the leisure for

Play, snd thereby ¢rested s paradiga of the work etaic that

was to sherply differ from the one introduced by cnlohlullan-

The reconciliation with nature end simple production

moulded tribal existence by sffording it that vital element



of community life-culturees and in pley. The tribsl was

not simply man the produger or food getherer, but Homo
ludens, defining himself in and through his cultural

norms and prneticoi-no~pluy- “hile the subject of his
cultursl norms snd practices have yet to be chronicled

in a systematic fashion and without the prejudice of
coloniel enthropology, it is sufficient to suggest some
fundsmentsl issuss arising out of it. The spen and durstion
of tize allowed leisurs and the ingorporstion of festivities
and group carnivels within it, to gein se mugh importance
as the production of goods for msterisl life. An importents,
indeed integrsl p.ri or ingredient of thuis play, was the
consumption of home brewed liquor, which all members of

the tribe partook of. Here again econditions of natural
oeonoiy played to the tribal's advantage. The date palm
tres, producing toddy, s amildly intoxigant drink grew wild
in almost sll the parts of Thana, with its predominance

of forests, just as did the mhowrsa flowers, another source
of liquor. In effeet the needs of the tribal for drink on
constitutive part of nis culture-as<-plsy wes freely avail-
able, literslly in his backyerd.

British colonislism trensformed tribal existence by
doc;royins the twin conditions of nstural econoumy, snd
thereby clesring the passage for his subsumption ss e rent
paying tensnt or a 'feudelly-subjugsted forced labour'.

And therein hangs the tale of multi~dimensionality to which



this study lsys elaim. To movs him into the strait

jacket of the land relations it was neceesary to breask

his tie with the forest {as natural resources) and move
him within the confines of a surplus-production economy.
The process of his pessantisation is the story of the
enclosure of the forest, the growth of commerciaslised
monopoly manufacture and ssle of liquor es much as his
settlement on the land with rights of tranefer aend sliena-
tion.

The multiple thrust of tribel pessantisetion through
the enseamble of the three aspects outlined above, were not
the deliberats, predetermined, conscious action of men
motivated by the sole desire for driving the tribals into
the constrigcting espsce of the land relations, but was part
of the structure and funsctioning of colonislism a point
which puts the argument in the perspective with which it
begen.

British colonial practise hinged on two fundemental
prinetpiol. whose operationalisation created the premises
for tribal pemssntisation in its multidimensionslity. For
one it evolved around the conversion of custem into eon=
tract end common right (senctioned by usage) into private/
individusl rights (sanctioned by lew). That is, individuel
rights as defined in law counterposed to the rights of
the sovereign state. If there was any contradiction here
it wes resolved by making both rights snd their resjective



sreas of operstion secountable to the Law and its Courts,
which in the process then acquired the natur: of a neutrsl
body of arbitration in the minds of the people, meking
them paradoxie;lly, more worthy subjects of the colonisl
state. , |

39 the first task of British colonialiem was to faple-
ment the latter half of the above antinomies, and looking
back over their shoulders at the cultuio they had jpoliti-
celly overthrown they defined custom and common rigant not
by the recognition of their existence, but the absence of
contract and private rights, and explained thereby the
inefficiency of prnilouu 'Native' systems. Thus the
'efficacy' of their system hinged on resolving the snti-
nomies; the customof 'handicraft' liquor-making by almost
8ll the tribels wss stopped and contrscted to wonojpoly
liquor farmers, sll non-tribels and often the local landed
gentry; the forest ss common right (except for soue trees)
in earlier times was conversted over a period of seventy
to eighty years into the exclusive property of the state,
and the tribsl himeel( was settled on the land with private
alienable rights~-something be hed never heard before,
considering (as one British officisl wes to point out) the
Varkes that he cultiveted hed s common right senctioned
by usage.

The second important premise of British coloniaslisa

was ite importetion of structures snd ideas of classical
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political economy--the Bentham idesl of utilitarisnien
which had reached its apogee in inglend into this country.
Nursing the fond snd vain hope that they could csarve out'
the imege of the :nglish economy in the space of this
country, they introduced the notions snd ellowed for the
spread of those mechenism that would engender the free flow
of men's srtefacts as exchangeable utilities. Thua the
free and unhampered sale and purchase of commodities whose
cuantums could be determined by the force of demand and
supply took wide acceptsnce. Thus grew the produce snd
lend markets, the credit laws and the free play of interest
retes wihich unlike before would no longer be subject co

the constricting influence of tradition but could now

climd sky high in response to the inelastic needs of the
market (1.8, the pessant/tribal).

But the introduction of the wmarket mechenism with its
underpinnings in the Benthemite paradigs hed different
purposes here. After all, the British were the colonising
masters, 80 the market mechanism had to play the role of
centralising the sources of colonial extraction inself.

The collection of revenus (under the various heads of land,
excise and forest) could be facilitated snd its guantum
manipulated by the state only if whe agents involved in
production or distribution, functioned within structures
that were familisr to 1iteelf. The maerket mechanism to

which the society responded, drew ite imperatives snd
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sustenence from the structures and laws of coloniauw;‘
accordingly, the state was on famillar grounds when
cleiming its share of the cake.

The two premises of colonislism informed the practise
of its structures and institutions in every aspect of the
economy. In the process it also integrated the former
disparate elements within 2 single whole, motivated end
perpetunted by the neutral laws of the market. GLarlier,
custom and common right had reflected disarticulation of
the various elements of the economy from one anotner--lsnd,
forest (and trede connected therein), liguor wmanufsecturs,
such thet each elemsnt exuded g dynsmisa that was unioue
to it. Thus ownership of land wes prevslents; muech of the
garden snd coastal rice lends in Bassein hed been surveyed
and rights on them, acknowledged. But the forest remained,
by and large, open to all, for felling of trees or culti-
vation; sand by this virtue, if the regular settled gulti-
vators were subject to monopolistic control by the landed
gentry--the 'Panderpeshss’~--the tribal constituting a
sizeable proportion of the 'hill' talukas remained free
of sny control. 3imilarly, even as the Bhandaris, tredi-
tionelly supplied the local populasce with its liquor, by
mepking it at home, the tribal was free, by custom (usage),
and the aveilability of date and palm trees, to brew hie
own toddy.

The introduction, by British colonislism, of the
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operative categories of contract snd individusl/pudlic
(state) rights and the uarket mechsniss, centralised the
diverse sspects of the economy by converting all the
ezents within them, into exchange counoditis s--psesants
(including tribals) on land; as labourers in 5tate-owned,
donar-c&er operated forests (afver 1880), snd consumersof
licuor zanufsctured and sold by monopoly liquor farmers.
The state collected its revenue f{rom sll these sources;
the specific quentum of which was either fixed for a period
(thircy years for land revenus, or as in forest eoupo'u)
or determined by the.vsriations in demend and supply (land
revenue after the thirty yesr pericd, and liguor excise).
But the underlyinz premise of converting gll inte
squal commodities subject only to the warp and woof of
the market, crested its opposite~--inequality and concentrated
ownership of land and labour and gontrol over their value.
The emergence of classes, in a modern sense, imbricated
within snd functionalising the structures of production
snd distribution of vslue via the nexus of exploitation,
was the result of British colonislism. A striking mani-
festation of this wes the making (unmaking?) of the vast
strata of tribals as tensante and forced labour of the
combined classes of moneylenders--landlords, forest
contractors and liquor farwmers.
legivimising these divisions within soclety were tae
premiges of the colonial state. After all, it could be seid
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{as it was by various officlels) that the societal hiastus
was not their creation but a product of 'objective' forces
of the merket to wnich the agents were responding end
reaping their just fruits therefrom. But in the case of
the tribals, this legitimisation begawe inoperative aftver

a few years of the Original Survey, with nesr sbaolute
pauperisation visiting them. Heports suggested the tridbal's
total ineblility to respond on eny but unequal terms, o

the market. Their participation was a non-starter. And

in the fashise of its functioning, the state explained away
their peauperisation with sn argument that pointed tae
finger sway from itself and squarely at the tribals theme
seives. legitimation of wribal paupsrisecion (snd indireectly
the obfuscation of colonialism), met colonial anturopology
in the centre of the sureet end evolved a rubric that wes
to justify the iniquitious status quo. The tribale were
explained as "lazy' (thereby converting the virtue of
'leisure’ into the vice of unproductivity), 'bed husbands~
men', 'given to drink', 'uneducated' and completely
"passive’ to the appesl of Cepitel and Frofit. Lerly
'sociolozical’ reporss on tihe 'conditions! of the tribals,
which had only suggested, sozewhat confusedly, such pre-
Judices, were, to be later converted, rather incorporated,
into the official explanstions by the state--the prejudices
of a Christian 'men of God' (Dr. Wilson in 1838), were
transformed into the emolient arguments of the state--in
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the progess, for all concermed, the origins of the tribsl's
peuperisation had been logated. In this sense, colonial
observations, as subjective evsluations, that normally
would have received scant notice, but by the hoysl Asiatioc
30eiety, became (however scsttered they were) material
weepons in perpetusting tribal psuperisstion. For wiat

it suggested was that the victims of exploitation were ite
authors. It was only in 1945-06 tast the tribels were able
to deny this imposed self-flagellative ethos and the life
sustaining 4it. -

Part II. Meshodology

Since the study i{s historieal in nature, the msteriesl
used, dates from the British times. But the problex lies
here. For the major part of the date is official in
character or at least reflecting, as in the cass of privete
sccounts, official perspesctives and preocccupations. iuis
means that the date on hand is ordered in the light of
the imperatives end needs of colonial rule end in the scale
of preoccupations, the tribals, although constituting a
large chunk of the population, figured rather at the
bottoms If they did receive any prominent attention perio~
dicelly, such notice was jrompted more by the official
concern with matters of revenue/excise ¢ollection, disputes
over claims to property as jublic or private, viz. forests.

Under the circumstances, the evidence at hand needed
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serutiny of a fasiion whereby sbsence of any informetion

on tribsls in one area of official preoccupation hed to be

secounted for by its presence in anéuhor. For example,

even as the tridbesls were being settled on land by the uUriginsl

Surveys of the 1260's and survey afficialo were wexing on

the advantages for the tribal, other asspectes of thedir reality

tended to show 8 gradual shift towards peujperisation. Taus

the Abksri (Eixeise) date showed an increassing movement of

the tridbasl 4into the market to purchase his liquor. Similarly,

the agzressive pestures of the Forest Departwent Jf{icisls

indicated in the same period, a reatriction of the tribals'

use of forests which would become final by the 1880's. 1In

other words, the availability of dats {n any field of

colonisl influence was often predicated, quite naturslly,

upon the extent of the concerned officisl's Jurisdiction;

and 18 thoersfore limited by the operation of his sutiority.
S4ignificently enough, the Collector, of »ll the offi-

eials, had the more universsl view of maiters relsting to

his distriet. Very often, sings he discoursed on various

areas of officisl policy, he was at odds with parcticular

officlsls e.g. the forest officiaels, tie latter of whom would

see matters differently. Indeed the scerbic dissgreements

on matters of forest conservetion snd the needs of the

peasentry, waich, in the bargain, only served to highlight

the eonditions of the affected peassntry, reflected the

contradictions of the stete towards pubdblic property and
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private needs, as also that of revenue collection from two
seemingly contrsdictory, inversely related sources.

This brings us to the data itself. Ihe initial spade~
work was done on the published records of wae Bombay Govern~
ment relsting to land revenue, forests, excise et al. But
the published records are abstracted data of ou-going processes
et work. To plece together the expariential reslity es .
lived by tribals, pesssnts, lendlorde-aoneylenders and wit-
nessed by officisls, it was necessary to delve into tie un-
published manuseripts. In this respect the reports decail-
ing the periodicel correspondence on land, revenue, exgise,
forests became a8 gold mine weiting to be disinterred. Iike
written, bound volumes of the Hevenue, Judiciel and General
Nepartzents, dut principally the hevenue, found in 5tate
Archives at Bombey contsin detafils of the minucest kiand,

8 written compendium of everyday l1ife and events whose
important (for the state) moments were frogen in the jublisiied
records.

Of the hand written volumes, the Annual Administration
teports of the Collector were the most couwprehensive, cover-
ing slmost every aspees of life in the district and
chronicling the over-load of the Colleetor in the exercisc
of his suthority. tarly reports e.g. karriott's in 1818-
1826 were long and rambling often reflecting his own views
on 'reforms' for the district, but over the years the rejyorts

became more cogent, formalised, and wider in coverage. Dut
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the subjective element, the predilections of the author
himself were never exorcieed. For they tended to reflect
differences in evelustion and eaphasis of events and jper-
sonalities. In the flush of the survey Settlements,
Collegtors or other officisls viewing bonded labour emongst
tribals saw it ss an aberrestion; by the beginning of the
twentieth-century, succeeding Collectors were brooding on

its perasnenge end spread amongst tribels. WNecessarily these
sre not merely subjective or speculative concerns alono..but
reflect the movement within the econowy end the turns snd
twists of its course.’ Bﬁt subjective elements souetvimes
observed the reality or even confused it. For example, in
one report, the Colleetor mused that, dus to lsndlord exploi-
tation, the tribsls were being trested like the ked Indians
of Americal! In yet snother, s 'Native' sssistent Collegtor,
ellowed the rhetorie of hie concern for tribals to over-
whelw his sssessment of the reslity, painting a picture of
impending rebsllion by tribals. HKecessarily such rejgorts
have been the chafe. Pesides, even objective reporting by
vollectors has often contradicted other dats on the ssme issue
or the re;orts antedating it. Again, this has damaﬁcod a
eritieal scrutiny of all the date on hand, for every issue,
in eagh period, which suggestis tuat the serutiny of the
trends in the information for the entire period of British

rule has had to be balanced by the minutest detail noted in
the reporta.
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There ere differences, most manifest only in thne nand
written volumes, also between officials, voieing thelr res-
pective departmental concerns. ihe most striking example was
the rivalry betwesn the Kevenue snd Forest Deparuments. If,
the officiels in the latter saw the 'Jungle Fee' scheme
introduced in 1851 ss the medicine to prevent depradetions
by tribals, the fevenue officials saw the scheme as tue
disease causing havoc to forests and hardships Lo easanis.
floth nad a point end both in light of their preoccujpations
efforded a glimpse of the reslity for tiue tribal, in tais
phasa. At yet snother lewel, the Abkari reports on the extent
of licuor consumption snd excise per heesd in Thena, especially
after the Act of 1878 and the regonstitution of liquor manu-
facture and sale, sre of little interest spart from attest-
ing to the highness of the figures for Tanans. But coabine
it with contemporary reports of Uollectors to the effect
that Abkari revenue is almost ecual to the land revenus and
that consumption is very high smongst tribale, and the
verification yields a sound logle.

Basically, then, the methodology in relation to the
use of the desta has been to look et every piece of information
in one field in relation to Information in snother, necessi-
tating a very exhaustive reading of every volume of manuscript
material relating to land, revenue, excise, forest et al.

The basic and detailed materisl, es seid earlier, is

contained in the departuental volumes st the Archives. witn
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respact to the Revenue lepsrtment menuseripts, in carono=-
logicel order, the esrliest records that were looked into
were from 1802 onwerds. Till 1220, the correspondences are

in the form of 'hHevenus Niaries', but unfortunately, there
sre no indexes as to their contents; they are merely numbered.
The procedure then involved scenning the dieries for every
year st random, hoping to 'strike gold'. From 1820, the
materiel is gathered in volumes, which are indexsd, in a

1ist of volumes, making the task of selecting froz smongst
the numerous volumes sasier. But barely so. For each voluue,
although following e certain unifora collection of material
under various heads, still had to be reed through. Oover-
lapping, misplacements, omissions in the compilations of

the volumes rendered this necessary. The volumes are errsnged
for every issue that fell under the suthority of the hevenue
Department overlapping with the Judicial Depertuent on
certain metters e.g. Givil Court decrees, till 1915; after
1915 they are arrsnged in Files, as loose sheets, typed or
written. Agein, there is no indexing, and files have to be
looked at random without eny certainty of finding any rele~
vant information. Meny of the files relating to the annual
aduinistration reports sfter 191¢ are inexplicably missing
from the Archives. As seid before, the Annusl Administration
Reports by the Collector formed the basic source of local
information, along with Jummabundy (Land kevenus) reports.

In 1903-06... the Land levenue Administration keports of the
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Presidency were begun to be published; reports that incor-
porated the earlier Jummsbundy reports in a new format elong
with selective, relevant (for tae Governwent) seections

from the sdministration reports of each district. KNeges~
sarily, this has rendered statisticel comparison of data

over this period difficult, involving as it did, cross-
checking for the variations in the definitions of categories
used in the cquantitative data. After 1915, since tahe relevant
files are missing, the pudblished kend Fevenue Aduinistration
reports have constituted the main source material.

To sum up, the initial scrutiny was of tahe published
records of the Covernment, especislly the survey settlement
reports, both original snd Hevision published as selections
from Boabay fovernment records, winich provided tiae 'benchmark'’
periods »f the colonisl rule, corroborated by the Annusl
sdninistration reports of the forest and Abkari Uepartments.
The next stage was the deteiled sxamination of the uanuaéript
volumes and files of eech department, especially the kevenue.
As far as possible, and where corroborasted, the original
manuseript records have provided the finel source of informa-~
tion. The comprehensive list of source material is included
in the Appendices.

“Fineally, the originsl apellings of places, communities,
individusls et 21., used by the British, have been modified
to confors with the modern contemporsry spellings. In

cuotations however, the originsls heve been retsined. A
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comprehensive 1ist of words whose zpellings have baen changed
is added in the Appendices.
Chspter Plan

Chapter I deels with the deteils of the district and its
people both prior to the British and on the eve of waeir
rule. liistoricel, geogrephical and census details together
with the major crops grown are highlighted. Chapver II
chronicles the period of the interregnuz i.e. between 1818
snd 1865, when the British were coming to grigs with the economy
of Thane that was still, and the tribals sll the more so,
disarticulated. <Chapter III ocutlines the Uriginal Survey
of the district snd the early attempts at forest control,
abkari experiments and the position of the tribsls. Chapter
IV suggests the beginning of tridal pessantisation by oute
lining its premises viz. enclosure of forests with demarca-
tion, farming out of liquor manufacturs and sale and the
consecuent forced movement into 'sedentary' sgriculture on
the basis of sllotted alienable lands. Chapter V outlines
changes in the economy consequent to ﬁho survey, the principle
one being the commoditification of verkas lands and the
importence of gress as a profitadble cash crop and the other
side of the coin viz. concentration of ownership of land.
Both these provided the grounds for an enhancement of revenue,
8t a2 time when scarcity and plague were prevelent tharoughout
the distriect, and the forests enclosed. The resctions of

the tribels to their pauperisation is also noted. Chapter VI
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outlines early attempts snd the feilures of Government to

stem the tide of tensncy amongst the tribals, and the

further reproduction of such forus of exploitation as also
bonded labour, both by this time, having become intrinsic
qualities of the modes of surplus sppropriation in the

tribal areas of'tho district. The concluding chapter outlines
the place of the state in the formation of the sogcisl classes
composed of non-tribal moneylender/lendlords and the tribal
tenants and bonded labdour and suggests the system by which

the attendent domination/sudsumption was reproduced.



