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DEDICATED TO . 

CAPTAIN All THUll Jo~· DtmLEY-LAvmm~ 
.. ! . ~ • .. ·. ' ~ . . 

IN EVEB. LOVING BmrnvBR.ANCE. '. . ·· ·' . : 
" . . ·- ' . 

To thit which was written by hi! ~ld friend; A. Babington;· 
· Esqlilie, an old Etonian. and ~c; of.' _the:: ·~ost . talented 
of wrlten and poets · (in thf; ·Ieadetette of his pap~, : The 
. Dai!J Post,1 Bangalore), the. writ~ can add~ ~o ';mo~ 

: ''The late Cap~ . ~w: -JC?hn . Lavend~ was 'only' 
thirty-eight ·years of age, Ja~g ,been bom··on May 4tll, 
1889. His 'lamented d~, by·~ melancholy· ooUicidence 
thus OCcurred otr· his thirty-eightli birthday. 'l~e recital. 
of his useful · services. is .. entirely. ~dequate ·to. ~ot:4·~afiy 
idea of his merits and unive~al populaiity. And he was 
populat not only1 because .he' w~ ~uiteou~ . . to .~· and. 
considerate to the humblest of those with whom he· cairie . 
in contact. ; He did mote thin· tbst; · . If the late·. Captafu · 
Lavender, within ~~- .. modest ·sphere pf a~on, 'c:Ould · 
help a lame dog OVet a · stile he would dq. s~d did S~ 
often at considerable' personal saCrifice. : And yet ·he V?'as · 
one' of the least self-assertive of men : qUid:~'teSe.rved 
~but he was e~eJ: O,!lt to help. others~ and .that is ~P~.·­
as honourable and lovable an· epitap~ · ~ any man&n·~ 
with him when he leaves this world. . .• i . ~. . . 

,. . ; . . " 
. It is n:o mere form of.speech to say: this: his ·early death 
will cause ~~de-:sl?read "sotto~ in Ban~ore, : ·· l}e ~Wa$ a : 
personal friend . of many years-he . was .. e~&ybOdys 
friend:....and notwithstan~ing his ' ~~tit;i~g·~ natw:e; ·~it ' •will 
be , long before he ·· ~s forgotten:.'·~· $~gatore.· Mo.r~ 
prominent men, go to· their rest wtth' ipflnitcly less real : 
mouming, and the tributes whicli 'ue)aid upon. his· Iasr· 
resting place will be very real tokens of affeclipn.', . . 

,- . ~ . . . . 

• _TM Dlli!J P11d~4th ~y. 19~7~-
J. ··. 
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. MANY of these articles ~yell~~ pqblished in the Illustralea· 
·i-Pe~k!l o£ l4dia.; some;lli the Wo;ltl o£ New' Yo~k. ·-.All 

~··· ,. • l(\ .· ... . . ~ ' . f. ,· 

-have_ been "!e~sed, aud In many cases completely rewritten j 
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·b~t't9 ~e. EditorsJ>( th~~e papers, I am, de9?ly indebted 
. .. ~ . . •, ' t , \ . ' ' • ·• . . . . ' ''" • . ,, . ' 
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. 
AUTHOR'S FOREWORD 

To write a book about India and Indians is :i:icf'easy ta~k \ 
even fo; one who has lived ·amongst~ them,.· as the ~~e~_--
has, for ~4 years •. ' . _ . . . . .. 

These articles were;·. written · of lndi~;· and· lndians: ~· to':;: 
,. • "'= . • • .. ' . ~ -.. I ·•. ., • . ' " - . . 

prevent · Europ~s ··ipplying :Theit,·own. standards·: of;. : 
judgment in so~~g pl:~bl~ \vhicli' ate ~ssentiilly matt'e~s :.· 
for the Eastem· people ~one.-.· What1·the Western world:' : 
itself feels ''about the matter 1~ . not. the h:itet.i~n best suited •. .. . . . . . ... .... .. ' .• 

for a. balaneed judgmen~ •. ·.• . . . . _ 
The· views expressed here~ ar~~not ~eces~arily: those. of. : 

.the author. But nothing. lias been. ··aagg~iated; .and 'the 
descriptions ,anq .incident~· may 'well be, COll1lted .a{ part of. · 
the author's o"!n.~e:rience: .. :. : 



• 
CHA·P TBR . .I 

W~EN .. o~e. cons~de~s . ~ht( niys,t~~··.t~t · ~~~ ,, al~~~~, 
hung ro~d ~eo~n~as, th .. e'' ~r .str~nge ~e.s, Jha~ 

the Western world holds as fact. are not wh:olly inexplic:able~' 
The unknown: ,'holds ', tomanc'e ~. :and ~.;romanCe ' is: ~"the'. 

breeding place of."fiC'tion>.~.Aqd ~yet''iliere1s ·~(\~ niystcly/ 
Zenanas in In9ia contain women _as happy and: satisfied :as ~ 

" . - ... ' ._ .1'"'-· " •. ~o-_· .. 1 -· ~·----~·--~ -~ :. 

Western women; 1.n many,· cases happ1er, .~d fa~. ?Jlor~ 
contented. _One is not prepal:edto .say that:~ei:~-.~}#,.;no 
unhappy inmates_ of a __ :?!enana, ~for tinhappiti#s~.:' i&-~ ~art· .. Q~ 
the lot of earthly mort:ds ; but thl~ much is certain ; f. theie 

' '- ' - . ' • . • _.,. ·: ' - ' -: . . ·. ''.----. : ,'. . '. ,1.; ,(>. : i ~ . ; ' ' ' . ' '. • .. • Jt_ •. - :-l 

is oo more U!lhappine'ss . iri~ ienanaa_ tha.n_·-Pterc:tis ··•iri~_the· 
palaces of ~ur~pe. ·. - · · · ~-~ · ·· · -·. · . ·· · 

~' 'There is coming mto . ~sten~. a-. new< type_pf ~~e4~?a, 
lady-still in the rillnority at present~ne ·who· has· had 

_. -~ - , -· ~ .. • ' • )j 1- . . . . , __ f .• • ) ~ 

her limitations pushed home vecy forcibly~ but not always 
dis~eetly, by Eufopean wo~en~ This new type ~q.Uld like 
the fully fledged wings of het'· English ~is~r~- not realising 
that our highly bred ~women are. a·s .bound·. by,·_ rules ;and 

I . . .. ·, , f.··- . _ , ·· ~- .. : 

·conventions as rigid as ever bound a woman of the zenana •. 
'• ~ , .,. . . . , . ,., I • , , ' ; 

1
_ ' I, ', 

• The new movement in Ip.dia; that ;s bringing the Princes 
to realise the benefit of education. fot ~their wives· and 
daughters. on up-to-date lin~s, woU14 :.'gilit added force. 
if the right kind of Englishwoman as te'acheror companion 
could always be procured: the kind who would sink some .. 

' ' . ' . .11 ' ·. •. t· , ''. ;. ' ... ' .·. 
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of her ptecon~ived ideas _.about, zenana life, and concern 
herself with grafting on the original tiee, instead of wanting , 
to uproo~ and plant wi~out consid~tation.· Could some 
of these ·well-meaning,. but ill-advised, ladies realise' to 
what lengths their . indiscretion· led ·them, they would 

· certainly pause b~ore ... they gave effect to their utterances . 
. It would tathet surprise them to Ieam that the "pathetic 

interest '' that, according to· s'ome of them, these " poor 
purdah priso~ers," tak.~ in the outside world is only strongly 
developed ~o~in's'_cririosity. The v!sit of an English­
woman in. the .zenana is ~t novel evetlt~ ~ The. European 
_hats· alone ate subjects for them to laugh over for hours 
togeth~~- ' {And, surely, in _comparison t? the pretty head .. ' 
dress ~of the· Indi~ .zenana lady, some of our hats ate as 
startlin~:as ·tliey_ are ludicrous:) · . , · 

.• .. Then:' .. ag~, .the '.visit·; of. an .. Englishwoman means 
4!ess~g up in ~est garments : donning bea~tiful jewellery 
and listei:Ung · com_placently to admiring comments. . All 
the Englishwoman _we~s, and all sbe says, is gone over 

. ag~ ~th ~~eir ~usbands~ o:othe;s, t~latiop.s and friends, 
not always aC;Cuta!el~,--, .. ··· · 

'' The~e· w~ll_-m.eatll.Pg sympathisets do not know that ~e 
zenana prisoners. (iic) .h9ld their own courts,· heat lectures 
of priests; 't: and' ~sten to ~the . songs ',qf poets and bards 
through latticed .Windows : · and· have their friends and 
relations to staj: with them for months, and. even years; 
at their pleasure. · . ;: . · · . · · 

Their one dept;ivati~n, and to most of ibem it is not a . 
deprivation,. is ~~ · .~ey must not show their faces or 
persons to strange·. men. Here the. writer speaks in all 
diffidence, knowing well that there ate as chaste women 
in the .z~s· of Indla, as in any co~ of Europe; yet 

IZ 
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in tradition and custo~ there is no frlendsl]ip between the 
sexes in India : no _transitory stage8. The ~nlan. beoomes 
the possessor, ·the woman the possessed, withip. an hou(s · 
acquaintance. ~-- : .. ·· · .. ' . . · · · · · · -~~ ' . _ 

In a c:Ountry of hot and quick passions, could not ~t 
zenana system be much mote a proteCclQn than a prison 
to a woman? ' ~ 

Another point which must not be overlooked ·Is _that, 
the greatest advocates of the :z:enana are women themselves. · 

When a Maha.tani · seeks .a daughte.t~in-law· for het: sorl, . 
~ ' I - ' 1ro,. •.. ' . "~ '. . 

the young· Mahataja, she inviriably chooseS' .-her from a 
zenana family. · · , . _ ... . ... __ . _ : _ · 

These and similar .remarks have often be~ii heard, by~ 
the writel' : " I 'don't want a daughtet:~in-law who ,sho~ 
her face and form to men li.lie the common womeil~ do.~~ 

... - ' ' - -~ ~ . 
Is it worth while disc:Ussirig sentiment here; a.aa pqssibly ; 

off~d all the sentimentalists_ bfsaying that lov~ {~t:!Jitred). 
is mostly a question of propin~ty ? · ... _ _ 

A rather··charming lndian.gitl __ once Itlfonned ·the writet:. 
that the ma.triages of the Western world. were most often 
the closing chapter' of romance; whilst ~th .'th~. &stem: 

. ~ .... "''\.' .. -- '· 

world it was· the opening.· . " 
_ One wonders if she was. wholly,Wiong~'. '·-··:_.; ::. ··. ·. 

Mutual antipathy. is not 'ron.fin~d to the. Ea5t .. .. ~These 
• .11: \ .- . ,, I , ,.. . . 

1gnored women, using the · word . iri. ·a. geneta.I ~ense ; 
ignored for want of cliarm, beauty oi''Qilture; .wollld be. 
rather wretched old maids' iO. .Ew:ope. ~ Iri !ndia ,they' have 
a home and often chilcb:en ; •and ~ough they; may :not 
retain their husbands' love ot esteeiD,. ·¢.ey.have a· defiriite 
position. , . '· :-~ · · · · 

Pity is a g.teat q~ality ; but t1lere ate'·. eertainly mote_. · 
deserving objects. ·. · , ; · · 

13 



. 
THE INDIA ·:T.HAT IS INDIA. I 

The lot of .. the high..:caste Indian widow is terribly 
sad : butJs it more so than th~ ldt of ~y other real widow ? 
This particular reference is to zenana widows, the widows 
of princes, not ~e po~t, suffering :~id?WS of those other 
orthodox classes. : The writer. sees. the little round of life 
still ·going. on 'pla~dly .enough, without the loved face 
that makes all the· difference between she who was once 

~ . . . . -
'~ the.fortunate one" and is now "the ill-omened one.'' 

·_ ./f~e.mo~er of the present-Maharaja of Jodhpur, who 
was a prlnces_s of Bundi-.Kotah, had a considerable amount 
of freedom~- e~en. after . she ·became a widow. She 
~~ve!led, -~tens!v:ely, ·in. her z~a saloon, and died in 
Jamnagar.-~ · :~·~ . · · : . ·· ,· . · 

H~~CQ;wife, a prlricess of Udaipur, the premier Rajput 
,S~te~ ,India, has, by her" oWn wish/never left the fort 
. ~fnce Jiei:" :widowhood : and even in her J:lusband's lifetime, 
~to~.I~a:v~ the fort -was against 'all her Rajput princip~es . 
. Ort't>ne oca,si91{,durlngthev_i~it of Colo~,el Sir Alexander 
Pinhey;·~ who w~s. then Agent ta. the Governor General 
·in· ·Rajp:utan~, ·her ·husband, M~ar~ja Sirdar, Singh ~ent 
for her ;tO, his p~ace o~. the plains to see some performance • 

. She . came. in·, a carriage, swathed all tound with thick 
: cUrtains' : \ 'th.e ili. eoming' in qnly ftom an opening under-
· neath: 'came unwillingly, for she hated the comparatively 
open zenana of ·~e' mode~. p~ace' below the fort. The 
strict seclusion of the fort-was home and happiness to this 

·daughter_ of the" highest Rajput ~stocrat. · 
One -~ judge by .. this incident ru.one ·the absurdity of 

saying that thes.f: gr~t laclies are locked up without any 
consideration :given to theit wishes. )n the Bengal of 
to.:&y, weal~y ladies of the Vaisya class, are ~g to 
purdah of their·own a~cotd, feeling that it gives ptestige. 

'14 



THE PURDAH · 

Tradition, custom . and religio~ give the'· .ladies of" . a 
household a special position : they are ·~9~ted the incama-. · 
tions of the goddess of fortune, and .·to . displease ·them 
means bringing misfortune to the~house. . . -· · ' · · · · . . 

1£aking an even av~ge, the gQod:.with .the bad; th~ ' 
Indian woina.n's lot is incomparably .l>~er· than that of the · 

. . ~ ' . .~ ' . ' 
European woman. . · · ': · . ·. , . ·. -' _\ · 

Zenana ladies . p_roper~the . Rajputanis,· daughtets: of 
1£ahatajas-are in a class by themselves, the aristo'ci:acy·_ 
of India, as their namo-daughtas · o£ a)GP.g7~plies .. · 

· They are so far above· the society of their ~ states ~ to· 
make · their entrance into 'that: .society1 -~ 2:ct com~lete}.f: 
d 

.d f eli . '· .. ' ' . . .• . ., . .. . ·. . ; . ... . . ~ 
evo1 o gtUty. · · ·. ·_ _ · .. · · . '· . · _ . ·-.. t ·_ .•: - ~ . .;_ . . 

· Maharatta . princesse8- like . Baroda, ·· G:walior,' ... ·Indo!~ · 
Dewas, etc., dq not keep sttid: pW:dah. ~ · · · ·· ···· · ~ • . ~ .:. ·~}: ~/~ . ~ ... 

The 1!ahomeda.ns have .. a ' pur~ system; . and···it.~h:a~t 
been suggested that tb:e present •• purdah". oft)l~ ~jpu~:· 
has been copied from. their · .. Mahom~ .~ncju~~~ .. 
This is pure fallacy • . . ~· , · · . . · · · .·:_ .; · . .-.· : · ·. · -~ - :.~; ',: ... ~.:- : ::. : 

Anyone who~ kno\'fS -~e :Rajputs will_ :r~s7 ~t:~ey ~ 
are the last people on earth tq . (qllo:w. a _ ¥aJ::t~medan 
f;UStom. . ~ ' ._ . . · : · :·· ._·, ·.<.:, ·. · >~/ :\·· · ~· ., .,:'.· .--~·- . •; 

It is tme that ~eo ana as we know it to--day. does date · 
from the Moghul invasion ; but it was certa.mly not.cop!ed ·. 

· · from the ~!ahomedanS : the ", purdah ~~ for, a Mahomedan 
woman, according to the !:Co ran, . ~equii:es . O.iily ·that her 
face and bust be coveted.:·_:_ She. is . allowed. to move out 

. ... ... . . \ -
freely in the quaint costume of the ccbhurka.~' · .. The 
Begum of Bhopal, iO. het Bh~ is a ~cottectly attired 
1!ahomedan lady . according to ,the Ko~ ,. and she . can 
move about in public. . _ . ·. · :. . 

But a Raj put lady cannot move out in .~public at . all ·:· 
. .. . 

IS \. .. 
· . . 
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·not can ·she sho~ het fonn even tho~gh it be so covered 
as to make it Unrecognisable .• · . · . · ~ :· · 

. , .. ' .............. '· . 
There· js . no Cic:>~bt; howev~, ~~t a ·Hindu princess, 

seen and coveted by ·a Moghul prince, was the cause o£ the 
· ·nilil o(a. dynasty. ··Not only i.n Chltore,'J?ut elsewhere as 
well, Hindu ladies·. o£ tank were marked down as lawful 
p~ey. by their Mus sal man ci>nqu~ots. The ~enana came 
~en,. as it is· now, fat the protection of woman and het 
·honour.~ ·. ·· . _ .· · . . · 
·. {.if to so~~- i~ .. 'has be~me a.· prlson, it is the prison of the 
mind :,for ~e Eastem_mind, imbibing the new ideas of the 
Westem wodd,has·made the vision of the zenana. sma:llet: 

: its old. pleasut~s ha~e,-lo~t their zest; fo~ _the old content-
• • • it ~ • ' ~ ll 

. ment 1s no mote. . 
' "'•. . ' . 

16 



CH,APTER II,· 
' ' 

A -DAY mAN IND!AN ·PRmCESs's LIFE 
I ., : ' ' 

A SKETCH, for the bendit of the uninitiat~ ·of the 
Il.foundation on which zenana . family. life is . bull~ 
will give the reader some idea of the family life of a Hindu. 
The joint-family system is seen in the zenana in its complete­
ness : the mother-sometimes the grandmother-of the_ 
ruling . prince,. various wido'\W . of defunct brothers or 
uncles of the ~fabataja ; the maharanis proper, wives of. 
the ruling prince ; their daughters and daughters-in-law, 
are all together. · · . · · . .; .' \ . · · 

Age carries with ptecedenee unusuai dignities : though, 
like all the good· things of the world, the abuse of this right 
has now led to a diminutjoo, that, in tnany respects:t ~.to 
be deplored. ~ ' · . · · ' · · ~. . " : · : 

The daughters-in-law of otthodo~ zerianas are obliged 
by custom to respect and.comply with the wish~·. of the~ 
husband's relations from their mothers: in-law. downwards, . 
and any mistake committed here is considered~ an insult to 
the husband himself: · . · · .. 

' ' ) ·. ' . 
The daughters have a freer time: for· in their father's 

house, they are considered sacred trusts for ' some other 
family. Rigid e~quette awaits them after marriage·: till 
then they lead, in every respect, a practically untrammelled 
life : a life that is undoubtedly a pampered ont; and 
hardly a fit training for the one to f~llow; ret they seem 

' 17 \. B 



t THB INDIA THAT IS INDIA 

. to make few mistakes~ and all fall in with the routine 
expected of them very easily.. . · 

It is not that intrigue is part of their nature : but it is 
their business ~ life to know, not o.oly how to please, 
but how to retain superiority in their own little wake of 
life. Sometimes , these . efforts are harmless enough : 
but there are undoubtedly occasions when they get out 

•. o( bqunds 'and are nQt so harmless : then one sees a natw:e 
that can only-~unt as complete happiness the retaining of 
affection to the exclusion of all others. · , 

The zenana.' lady, bas often found it fatal to arouse 
interest in any other . person out~ide herself: that it is 
to her· advantage to preVent or kill any unusual interest 
outside that which is .included in· he:t own. Even the 
modem ~enana' lady, whose trend ·of.thought.has been 
angliclsed, bas found this a useful rule. · · 

The Indian girl· is "very different to her English sister, 
with . strange undercurrents of feeling that are totally 
alien to the simpler English girl. , · 

· · '· The plurality of wives in the zenana1 with its incessant 
struggle for hold of .a place, if not one of superiority at 

· least of equality : · a struggle in which even the children 
are forced to join; is, no.dou~ one of the reasons. of this 
difference in oudook. . 

' . 

· · . Though, again, the question of co-wives is a subject 
to be: approached from quite a different standpoint to that 
usually taken by the western world. ' 

A certain ~ount of. physical jealousy undoubtedly 
prevails, but the mota.l degradation felt by the Westem 
woman; in similar circumstances, is completely abserit. 

A· concrete instance proving this fact : it is not uncom­
mon fot the non-favourite queens of a Maharaja to combine 

18 
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ADA YIN AN INDIAN PRINCESS'S LIFE 

together in lessening the love o.r irifluence held by the 
favourite. They get the Maharaja to .remarry; and should 
this OCCU.t to the detriment of the favourite, their joy at 
having succeeded in ousting her ttom ·his , affections, 
considerably outweighs any grief at having still another 
person to share in their privileges.· ~ ~· 

· This may appear a strange paradox : but anyone who, 
i knows intimately anything· of .. zenana life will testify· . 

to its verity. . . . ~-
Western standards of happiness, Unbappin~ss, 6are not 

the appropriate ones for judging the happiness, o.r.unhappi· 
ness, of the East. · , · : · . 
• The Indian lady, iri her "own way,.is, on ~ average~· 

far happier than the more independent w esiem woman~ · .. 
Indeed, she openly. pities her for several things which in .. , 
themselves are no deprivation to the. woman of the Wes~. 
but would be so to the woman of the East : the English-· . 
woman's comparative scantiness, of jewellery, .even he:c·: 
much boasted freedom, are to . the Indian .la:dy evidence 
alike of the little value in which a Westem woman is held 
by her parents or husband. . ; . . . , :. . , , 

The non-existence of the jo.i.O.t family __ system in Europe 
is put down to complete want of natural affection. · . 

The very things that have aroused the most pity· are 
often the most treasured things of the East, where -the 
absence of them has, in tum, aroused criticism ·and· pity 
towards the Western world. . · · ·:: · · 

The Indian princess is S\lpposed to rise early, bathe and 
sit for prayers : if she is married, she n1:ust go the .round of 
the zenana, and pay her respects to her' elders.. · 

Mter doing this, she may break her fast. Later, the · 
priest of the family comes to read a religious .~ook behin~ 
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latticed. ~dows : · or, fot those who like it better, the 
. -dancing girls come to sing or dance. 
.·- ·; This ,listening. to a priest where the ladies sit unseen, 
· ·seehtg all, 'behind a latticed window, is purely perfunctory : 
_. some of. the sober-minded listen, occasionally, in between 
·the conyersatio.ti of ·the younger .and more frivolous, 
who, if they come.at all, carry on a whispered conversation 
amongst themselves,-.-quite undeterred by any SC?lemnity 
of theme, finding the gossip of friends,· or · servants fresh 

. ·rroni . the baza~, more entertaining. · _ -
- · - The servant of the zenana is a privileged person. Past 
: misttesses in the art of intrigue, some,. 0~ them have worked 
-_ untold harm in the zenanas .. ---· . . . . ·_ . 
: ~ .. Modern education has dea,eased. h~ power which was 
- at one time almost unlimited.. ·A vlvid reminder of a 
' . servants nusused influence over her mistress oecurs in the 
· tale of Kaikiyi; wife of King Dasarath, in the Ramayana : 

and in modem. times, the writer knows of an instance 
where the _ Maharaja bade his wife choose between him o.r 
the dismissal of a favoUrite servant, . and the Maharani. 
made her choice in favour of the servant. 

. , It . is due to these servants that zenana ladies, through 
their . latticed windows, know by name and appearance 
every ; servant of the State, male or female. Powers of 
observation,· which one might expect to be blunted by a 
life of seclusion, are extraordinarily keen. 
_ The zenana lady is far from being an ignoramus, even 
though her book qualifications may be limited. 

She is more often than not a shrewd business woman 
with a natural bent fo:r ruling, and a special aptitude 
'for adapting herself to circumstances and holding her 
own. 
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A DAY IN AN INDIAN PRINCESS'S LIFE 
' 

1feals are served in different rooms, even from different 
kitchens, to give suitable facilities to those favoured ladies 
of the household whose husbands take theiJ: meals with 
them : or to those others who are orthodox, and require 
food cooked in Brahmin fashion. ·· 

· The etiquette of the zenana is very strict. The father-in .. 
law may never meet. his daughters-in-law :.. though, oddly . 
enough, a mother .. in-law often meets' and converses- with 
her sons-in-law : a brother may never meet his young~ 
brothers' wives. · · "t • · , . 

This means that in a family of four brothers, the youngest 
may meet all his brothers' wives'; . the third all· but. the 
fourth brother's wife: the second only his elder brother's 
wife, and the eldest brother meet none. of his sisters-in-law~ 

Mter meals, most zenana ladies have. a siesta, sleeping·" 
away the hottest part of the' day. Many of them have· 
learnt ' to have afternoon tea' after the siesta:. but.· it 
does not hold the sway over them ·as it does over· the' 

"""' . . ' ! .• 

European. · . .. · . .· : · · , , . 
Zenana princesses have not yet learnt . to smoke .. 

cigarettes :1 though many of the older type of Mahomedan . 
Begums have a decided weakness .for" hobble-gobbles.'~ 

One, whom the writer knew personally,· was never 
without her " hookah," and used to spend mo~t of her 
time-when she was not ea~g or sleeping-in puffing· 
at it, in between playing bezique. 

Zenana ladies love cards ; and play bezique, and a kind 
of whist splendidly. . They haven't yet mastered bridge ;l 
but when they do, their long memories, especially where 
cards are concerned, will make them the champion bridge­
players of the world. 

1 This was written in 1919. 
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In ~ evening, the wives of the State officials · atrive, 
· each according to her status in modem· _motors, double· 
horsed , ~ages with drawn curtains, single-horsed 
catt.iages, or . in gaily painted " shigrams , drawri by 
bullocks, completely covered by red _cloth; and pay their 
respects to _the ladies of the zenana .. 

·' A pleasant hour or more is spent in gossip. Often 
they dance together-old and young alike, like children­
. forming a· ring; · touchiOg hands, bowing, pivoting and 
sin~g in ~son, following the lilt of a single lead~r; 
while a: maid-servant, in the centre, beats a drum with 
&gers rigidly stretched to c;xact out of a skin-covered 
dtuni its i most penetrating soun~, . joining, herself, in 
the chorus •. · , ,: · · · 
· · As the sun wanes, a light is brought i.t:i. It is of the most· 

. simple kind, a wick made of twisted cotton, in an earthen· 
ware rece{>u.cle of ghee ·; this light is the signal for the 
lighting of' every <?thet lamp . in the pala~e :. all stand or 
bow, as the light comes in, making respectful salutations; 
the unmarried girls cracking theit knuckles on the forehead, 

' the tnauied ladies prostrating, first· to the queens, and 
• tlien' 'the elders ! a prettY custom worth preserving. 

This is t;he signal for the guests to depart, and the ladies 
of the zenana to go to their several·apartments to adorn 
themselves for the night.. 

. For Indian ladies of the zenana like the English-women ' 
, dress in their best at night, when fot~ the former their 

men-folk usually arrive. 
These are they for whom the Western world spends its 

vain· pity and sheds its mawkish tearsl Not perhaps a 
fun life, nor one used in, its best sense : but certainly not 
an unhappy ont7. 
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Is not unhappiness a thing of decree measured only ... . ·.· 

by one's capacity for enjoyment? . . ' . . .. 
Yet there are they who would make a grievance for 

these contented zenana ladies who do not .· consider the ... . ... . 

home that protects them the prison . that .. the . West~ 
world calls it in its ignorance. . , · ·. · · · 



' 
CHAPTER Ilf. 

N O doubt ihe King and Queen of Mghanistan in 
attempting to remove by law the evils of polygamy­

and they are many-made a very plucky attempt to bring 
Asiatic countries to the European way of thinking on tJ:ris 

· subject. Brit whether they were wise or not, the future 
~ tell. For there is the Asiatic side of the question : 
certain evils that are attendant, in Asiatic lands, on enforced 

·, ·~ 

_monogramy. 
Both in India and Mghanis~ maniages are still those 

of oonveclen~ . . ' . ...,. .. 
In the case of the daughters of a Maharaja, it is incumbent 

on their dignity to many a Maharaja, or, at least, an heir­
apparent. ·When ··there ire many, daughters, and the 
Maharajas and their dit~ heirs are few in comparison; 
when . social opinion is so sttong, the maniage market 
becomes tight. 

Indians, with a few noble exceptions, have not, yet, 
reached a level of thought that views the n~n-marriage 
of thcit daughter~ with equanimity. A grown up unmarried 

. daughter in the house is considered a stigma on the fait · 
name of the parents. Rich or poor, or even diseased, an 

1 This was written when King Amanu11ah and Qaeen Sourlya were still on the 
throne of Mghanistan. The writer's views, not ·necessarily bet own wetc asked 
fot in this matter. 
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Indian woman must be given in matrimony : and money -
. is often poured out to secure a favourable marriage with 

one un£t for marriage. _ . ' · -_ _ 
~lonogamy enforced must demand a _selection as careful ­

and as ~idered as possibl~ 'lest the nation degen~te . 
to a degree beyond redemption. · . , .• - · .- . · · · . 

It is still tacitly 'underStood amongst a certain culturea 
class, the aeam of India, that a second wife, if the fust be­
satisfactory and able . to bear children, is wrong. Bu~ 
if the wifei however 'charming, bean no chil~ the· nee4 of 

-a son to a flindu, _being part of his religion-for it iS: 'the 
son who petfonns all his last rit~ver-rules an personal 
desire. - -- , · · -

To the Indian woman also, who under Hindti law, canna( 
inherit, a son of her oWn or even of a ~wife, ensures the. 
retention o£ bet husband's·Jand and .wealth • .• 

A 1:lahomedan widow can own and inherit ·p~operty.~ 
This status-it would be. well for Westem _ refonners_ to· 
note-was lixed long before the _Western woinan,s own 
married woman's property act came into }aw. ' ,· "· ·.. ; ': __ -

The lot of the Hindu widow in _In~-~ unsatisfa~ori 
-at best. Without a son, siie is, ·. praCtiCally, a~ th~ 
mercy of her hUsband's relations, -near Ot distant, and 

· is only entided to her maintenance : · · and mar~ · often 
than not a mere pittance is _considered sufficient fat het 
needs. . · . - , -- -

In many instances, to keep the p~op~ inbct, .a_wift; 
bearing no children, has herself insisted on the te-marriage 

· of her husband. One distasteful instance,_· th~ writer 
remembers, was of a first wif~ _who chose the second 
wife herself: a young girl, one-eyed _ and slightly_ crack-
brained. -
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This second wife bore two children : but the elder 
' ' 

retained-:--as was likely under the circumstances-all 
her pow~r : and both the children were deeply attached 
to her, and she to them.. c 

To a Maharani, an heir to the throne is almost a life and 
death question. . . . 1 · ) 

'. The . heir of a co-wife counts as· the son o£ all the 
Maharanis,· the first wife counting as head-mother. · 

The a.llowing
1 
of an Indian queen, by the Government 

. of India, to be,! regent· during the minority of her son, 
has considerably ameliorated the lot of the Indian queen .. 
'widow. ' . 

Another point to be considered carefully is that the 
· girl of the· aristocratic class in India has rio means of 
maintain.Uig herself. · · · l ! , . 

· The mother instinct in all Asiatic girls is very strong ; 
far stro~ger than that ·of her European sister. Unless, a 
tremendous change in social customs is effected first, 
there is ·no doubt. that enforced monogamy will fall 
hardest on the very class it 'aims at protecting : that of the 

' I ' f .I 

woman. , .,. .. 
There is a far more delicate- question, which must not 

be shirked. · · 
· There is;. in India, a pampered class of men : a class 

that b~eeds strongest in hot countries. If this class, by 
law, is made to conform to monogamy, what will be the 
:result ? Merely~ a playing into the hands of the dancing 
girls· and the courtesans~ 

A society entertainer told me that lie once played for a 
certain Asiatic king on. the occasion of a hair-cutting 
celebration of his sons. ; 

When the curtain wenf up, the entertainer saw across 
. .2.6 
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the footlights eighty youngsters, who app~ed to his 
inexperienced eye, all of one age. 

He was very curious to leam who these boys were and ' 
was stunned--a rather mild word-to leam they were all ·. 

· the sons of the king. · : . · ' · 
In olden days, no doubt, a 'collection of sons, grandsons, 

great-grandsons on a colossal scale made for the strength . · 
and prowess of a clan. In ancient history, one reads of 
a hundred sons a.s nothing unusual. 

Could woman, on whom falls the greater burden, keep 
pace with amatory feats C?f this kind ? . · 

There is also the vexed question· of divorce. The 
Mahomedan girl can be given Cf talak, (divorce). ' But : 
in Hinduism, there is no divorce for husband or wife. of ,. 
the higher classes. · · · · · . . · ., .. " . 

A dissatisfied tl1an. marries .. again, and . his discarqed 
wife remains in his house. · , · . . · ,: . · . ·. . 

A woman, even if she has the privilege of divorce~ is, 
in India, tarnished goods. · · . · · 

Her only possibility of happiness .. is\ to trj and please 
her husband. ·It happens as often as not that the .arrival 
of a second wife may be enti!ely the fault of the first wif'e. · 

Stranger, still, to Englishwomen, it is not· u.D.knowa fat · 
a Princ~ss of an Indian State, to ask her father-in-law to 
bring her, as a present, a " sister " : the designation of a 
co-wife. The writer, herself, heard this absurd request. 

Four Ranis of a certain State commiserated, actually · 
commiserated, with a certain Begum because. she _w~s the 
onlywife. · · 

" Oh I How dreadfully lonely you must be l " chorused 
the four Ranis : and one believes them sincere. So it 
is vain to try and solve this puzzle by ap11~ykg to it the 
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roles, of ~other .world. For if it is no longer true that 
East and West_ cannot meet ; it is for ever true that the 
laws that are' wise for' the one are not necessarily. wise 
for the other. J ~- . • ' • • '• ' ~ 

E~LC:h must be guided by what is expedient and ~ecessary 
to th.:e happiness of the majority of their kind. . 
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CHAPTER IV 

. THE JA.INS 

T HE J3.ins are one of the most influential and., possibly, . 
one of the most misundeotood comm~ties · in 

India. , 
They sweep from West to East across Northern ~dia.: · 

but have little power now. down South wh~re orthodox . 
Brahmioism, broken by Buddhism, reigns once more .. 
It was Shri Sbankarachatya, who. swept away J ainism 
after its supercession of Buddhism. · , , . ·. 

The J ains are divided into two sects, the Swetambar 
and the Stbatia.:.vasi., the principles of which are identical ; .· . 
the difference, a wide ~ne, being that of ritual. . ·. . . . . 

It is to the Swetambar Jainsthatlndiaowesitsmagnificent 
Jain-temples : the Palitana and.. Dilwar~ ones being wodd 
famous for theit: wonderful marble carving : real specimens · 
of Jain architecture. · · ' . 

The Swetambar Jai.ris are idol-worshippers: the Sthana­
vasi J ains do not worship the idols ; . though they keep the 
idols of their Tirthankars in temples and respect them .. 

There is a third sect " Digambars "-literally : naked 
ones. But the Jairis no longer, look with- favour on. this · 
third sect.1 So far there is in existence to-day only oner 
Digambar priest of note. He lives in a garden in Benares. 

• Since thia has been wtittc.n there has been an agitation in favour of the revival 1. 
of this sect. · 
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' 

The Digambars -as their name infers-wear no 
clothes.· · · 
· The priests of the Swetambar sect wear two cloths : 
. a loin-cloth and a shoulder-cloth. · 

The Sthana-vasi priest adds a small piece of canvas 
over his mouth, ~aced by loop.s of twisted' tape over each 
ear. 

Photographs . of ill sects of the priest-hood are very 
difficult ·to. prqcure,. because, strictly speakihg, the taking 
of photographs is forbidden .to the Jain monkhood. 

But some devotee gets his own way where the ·most 
important' priests. are- concerned: and these photographs, 
are available in limited riwnbers, and have a value that the 
mere layman will never appreciate unless he be of the 
J . eli" 1 · atn r . gton. . .. . , 
. The· J ains have· a monkhood, that is one of the most 

· chaste in .the world : that must never touch a woman, 
nor occupy the. same cirpet ·or mat as the . opposite 
sex~ .Even the accidental touch of a baby girl means 
fasting fo.r the monk for the whole day. This does 
.not mean' that the Jains do not respect ·women. On 
the contrary, the Jain "religion-unlike Hinduism-allows 
women the use. of the sacred " mantras," and initiates 
them into 'a nunnery mo.re o.r less similar to the order of 
the monkhoocL · : 

· The nuns are bound by . their order, however, to 
respect. the monks, and are not on terms of complete 
equalitY' holding a slightly subordinate position. 

1 In the All India Jain Conference of 1933. at Aimere, the 61m showing, among 
other scenes, the procession of the priests was an occasion of a good deal of dispute. 
and it was held up for a time by a certain section of Jains as contravening this law 
of J?rOhibition. The chief objectors were, of course, the priests themselves ; 
but lt was pointed out to them that they not being a party to the act of £1ming. had 
contravened no law. Bettet feelings subsequendy prevailing, the 61m is now being 
shown. · 
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Monks and nuns alike walk barefooted : the fotmet 
' bareheaded. ,, 

They catty a whisk of soft wool to sweep away small· 
insects in theit way, and must not walk on grass~ 
To ensute this rule being strictly. obseri'e~ their religion · 
forces them to· spend fout mon~ _of ~e rairiy seasqn .hi 
one place ; whilst, at othet times, they must not stay mote, 
than ten days in the same place. , · . · · · · :. ··. •. : · .: 

Several reasons ate given fot this last .nile ; · the pre-' 
venting of worldly attachments, and of monks and. nuns. 
remaining a butden on a single set of peop~e~ being two o~ 
the most important •. They_ beg thei! food twice a:. day iri,, 
wooden bowls, and must not take mote than they can 
eat at one meal. · If, by oversight or. want of judgment, 
they have received mote than theit needs, the unused foo~. 
must be taken several nilles out of the city. and butied, 
lest it atttact insect-life, and the':monk 'or nun .b~come 'a: 
caus'e leading to its hutt or destruction. ·· · . . .· · ', .... ·. 

They must always eat, . sit, . walk and guard • every 
physical movement carefully' fot the. same reason-lest' 
they become responsible fot- the death' of some . s'entient 
thin 

•. « . '· ' . . • 
g. . ., . _: '. ·' ' .. ··: 

This scrupulous regard fot animal and insect life has' 
given nse to the wildest stories about the Jains. ·.· ': .·.· ',' ·, .•. 

One ofthe most absurd, generally believed by Eutopeans 
in India, is that the Jains pay· beggars to sleep in blankets 
covered with bugs and fleas to ensute the insects a full 
meal. . . 

This is an absolute libel : for blood food, .. of any 
description, is forbidden to the J ains by every ~thic of 
theit religion. · 

The monks and nuns ate not allowed to ttaveLin any , .I ' 
31 
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convey~ce : though this role dated frol?l the days when 
. trains and motors were not in existence, and no Jain monk 
· could be a burden to man and beast. 
'• '·.yet, I strange paradox, to-day, whilst motors and trains 

· · . are still striCtly taboo, a sick monk or nun is allowed to 
be carried by men in a palanquin. ~ · · 

,The same fear of destroying insect life make~ the eating 
of ~oots one of the minor sins. . ·; 

Every Jain to~ has a hermitage, called a:' Pinjra-pol," 
. where animals, birds and every' fonn ; of insect life find 
' t ; ._ I ' '. ...... ~ •. • 

-sanctuary.~ · . -_ .. - . ,. . . 
· · .. There is a. separat~ buildit?.g fof ln~e~,; ·of various sorts, 

almost herm~tically closed.. . ·. : ... · •·: 
The insects are plac~d inside through small apertures : 

~d various grains aie put jn· for their sustenance. 
1 The . bUilding i~ ·opened out every -twelve or fifteen 
year~, inspected: and cleaned.; . . .. 

Snakes and other poisonous· reptiles are caught by a 
specially made clefted-stick ; and .there are men who. are 
adepts at holding a snake in these·sti~ks i .. snakes are not 
in the hermitage, but carried ·by these i:nen to an Unin-
habited piece of jungle and left there. · • 

It sounds a great deal of trouble and very absurd to the 
Westem world : for to' the people of this world it is so 
much easier to.kill U:iem. But it is just here that the spirit 
of sacrifice; so praised in Jain ethics, and cultivated so 
carefully, appears in its greatest fonn. 
· The writer knows, personally, of an .i.tlstance where a 

· Jain wpman had a snake taken out of her house twice, 
before it returned the third time to bite her : and even 
though she ·died, the relatives took the snake out again, 
and left it in a far-away jungle. 

3% 
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It: has b~n said ' that Jains are kind~ to· animals ;than, 
men, ·instancing the palanquin carried by-· Dien'r in: ·whfch. 
sick priests' travel i. but it is forgotten.· that th¢ ·will ;ofi th~ · 
men who earry them can always· he·aeteril:ifued:; "-it the§ 
grovf 1_ tired they ·may demand rest. ; ' · WhllSf• :rul\ a1JimiJlt. 
under ·similar· conditions, ; may•~ be ·· \ychked·~;when: iuifit;: 

; weary o.r unwilli.ng. . ·· , . -~- · ' · · · · _ · - ; · ,' < 
•. In these . '~ p.ihjra-pols:" , old and· ~om:.:Out an.itDats ~at:e 
: kept : · · ~s· . · s~ering_ ·_ f.rom ~~sea~·es '-_:·soJ:n~~~­
-incurable. ,·,. Th~ pealtJ?.y-·ones -~out fot' grazing ursp·ecial 
: fields·: ·the Iatte! ·ii:e ~ tenc!ed · · tof ·sometinies·; j ·ooe1 'fd.rs, _ 
·not too .. ·satisfaCt~fU>.<:,~ ~f'v~te~ry·. ·_surge~~$; ; all ; :~e 
allowed to -die ·a:· oitural ··death·.l l:: Undoubtedly,1 'at 1 bhe 

;. ~ . . ~ . . - - . ··I . ' . . :· - . 

time~ -_ these · ol.d -hetmitages:~were~ _badly' ·~rgatiised{:Wd': a 
·good · deal · of ::money :went." to ·_ 'Waste. ~ -~It ~is 'niord ~than 

' • . . . , • l· . . . • 

possible that . in ~y .~a~es, ·, a ·go?d ~·de~ <o~~' ~ece_ss~rr: 
suffering -took · place. 1 But' ' the · evils -~have ., been · :greatly 
exaggerated: and the"· good : d~ne··~vety~ 'lnl.Ich_ --; .ID,lder.t 
estimated~ · ;._ .· · ·:::· · "·:: ·: ·_ / ·: .. ' >. - ~ ·: • ·. · t ;:;·. :._:. {'< 

Many a hUrt: bird;ni~ a ftightene~ lost 'cteatri.r~1J(the 
• ~ . ,... • -« . . . ·. .• . ,. . ~ . 

woo~s, · ~s ' been ~ ·protected,·· ·!estri~ed ~~_to :; h~~th~:J . and 
returned to its :old haunts: ·the··writet.can·vouth''forttbis. 
pers~nally. · .... ··:_ :· ··:··_· . :.-- ' ··. ·_,_ :_ , , ~-, .-:·~: ;:,· ::; .' 

The poor old horses·· are ·fed; t Sbthe···o( 'theni· ·perhapS, 
used; but o:niy fo.r processions : : certainly'·noi:'·~ol~ ~6 take' 
more work out of : their. tired, ·old •· bodi~s;~ ~~s+~~- ·~UJ: ­
discredit, be it said-the poor wom~ut :horse~ ~t England 
are sold. The Jain ·religion is essentiilly: a·rteligioO: o~ 
harmlessness, ahimsa; ttanslated·so' badly; b:fthe 'po~tical 

,. ·,c I : ' • ' ~ ·. ·, '·~ .. 

· ' Io this connection, the writer has been instrumental hi_ ~tting ~Jains and 
Hindus to found a new hospital, the Gurushri Shaoti Vijayaji Hospital,' 'Mt~ Abu. · 
which is tun on up-to-date Westcro.lines, .reWning this Jain principkof nothaste.n- · 
ing death: pain, of course~ alleviated by aruesthetics. · · ,._ · · ·' ·· · . · ·- . . 
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word :. non-violence ; but harmlessness . by wotd and 
· thought as well as by deed. , · 
· ·~ If a monk or nun falls ill, he or she is allowed to remain , 
. in that place till recovery or death.. 

The death. of a Jain monk is an event of sacred interest 
to a number of devout people, who come many miles to 
take a last look at the face of the dead priest: special 
merit is believed, to be won by this act; partisuhrly ifthe 
deceased p~est was a man of some eminence or saintliness. 
' Th~'prie~rs corpse is kept as !ong as twenty;-fouthours, 
an unusual time in India, to allow people from distant 
ph,ces to arrive in time.' The· body is placed in a sitting 
p~sture, kept~ position by ropes, still. in the white dress 
of the prieSthood ; sprinkled, ' now, with red powder : 

. and in the case:of the Sthana-vasi priests~(or·the'first time, 
since initia,tion, i without the white covering over the 

~ mouth. ' The, corpse' is placed in its old place amongst its 
. ·pupils and brother-monks : and this seated monk, dead 
to all at last, is a sight of ~eep P,._ath?s-once seen, never 
to be forgotten. . . · ~' ':. . . 

1
. -

Jain monks do not shave their ·beards, lips, or chins: 
.. but twice a year, they pluck the hair out. . Som.e 01onks 

have terrible scars and sores due to this painful austerity. 
, The keynote of the Jain religion is sacrifice. · Hatmless· 

. ness, i.e., " Ahimsa , is placed at the head of the eight 
prime virtues that every Jain hopes, sometime or the other, 
to acquire in their fullness. 

I. Harmlessness. 
%. Subjection of all senses. 
3· Kindness. 
+ Patience.-
,. Fullness of entiie knowledge. 

34 



THE JAINS 

6. Truth. 
7. Fixedness in petiance.. 
8. Knowledg~ void of doubt. · 
The monks of both sects are divided into teachers and 

:ascetics. · · ·. 
vocation makes the one or the other. . 
The tea~ets preach in public places set apart for the 

purpos~ and however busy a Jain may lx; it is part of his 
, religious duty to attend these sermons in persons-wi~ if 

possible; ill the membets of his family. . . 
Pilgrim2ges on holy days~ the birthdays of"Titthankersu 

are great occasion$ especially :among the Swetambar sect. 
Large bands of pilgrims are formed : · and the devout. 
walk some hundreds of miles with bands ~of monks and 
nuns. There. is all the'panphe:t:nalia of_a regular caravan 
including a temple on wheels. · 

~fore often than not, the cost of . the e:xo.u:sion is 
entirely defrayed by some devout merchan~ who is the 
leader of the expedition : . (Sangh}-that collects mote and 
more J ains '' en route ·~ to the place of pilgrim2ge. . ·. ; 

The bigger cc saoghs , cost anything from over fifty 
thousand to over a lakh of rupees. ::· · · · ·· 

The Jains who are a sect distinctly apart from the Hindus 
hav~ sttangely enoug~ all their ceremonies performed 
by Brahmins. . 

There are many reasons advanced for thls complexity: 
but the principle one is probably because the Jain priests, 
vowed to non-interference in any wotldly concern, cannot 
officiate in marriage ceremonies : · or, in ~ · any ritual 
requiring daily attendance. .A!; regards the cooks also: 
the Jains have intensely conservative views about food : 
and they keep Brahmins to do the.U: cooking in preference 
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even to 'membets of theit own sect~ though they eat food 
.'.cooked,by the ladies of theitfamily. · · 

' The Jains are mattied,-at· an:: early age: .. ;and the Jain 
~ladies·are:usually:splendid· house-wives :arid cooks: 'Still 
. . . . . . 
· ex~~g_ in those . arts of buttet-making, the making. of 
· pickles;. presetVes~ ~.healing} · ointments .:.:and . cooling 
~decoctions~ i' reminiscent:: off. :one's '~- great-g~andniother' s 
ltimes,~·~when! women: had :the ·leisure· and inclination for 
~th tl I • . . . . : ese · gen e -~s. , .· . . , · · · . 

~~esent-day agitatioq:. is ~ouching . the m~dem Jain 
'lady··Ur. many respects r to her. gr~ve ·detriment ; . but· this 
. type :is-happily: still m ~e: minority~ . ; . 

: ·. : \~ ate.r b~~use it is !illed with organic ~e is used sparingly 
iby ·~ost Jafus .. .;. · : · ·· · 

1 
· · . . ·•. : . 

·. ·. ~··Sttangely.::enough,~ ~owever;-tt is .used ,freely in the 
houses of the Swetambar sect : · · because bathing is a rite 

: neeessatyxto ·the worship of .idols. :Brit the water used 
:<must fitst: be: bOiled.' · , · 

' ,· ... There seems ·to be a juinbie of: ethics here, for it ~ppeats 
. from enquity that· the boiling of the~ater mak~s. the user 
.less,~ personally,· ~esponsible: · f?r the loss o~ ,organic life 

. involved.· · · · . .., .,,_ . ' 

·,.The ·other i sect:. uses :water. in ··very limited· quantities : 
: even ,to the. point of unpleasantness; . sometimes. 

The. J a ins are lavish in theit hospitality. 
· . : !. They-::work; hard,.~; drive. :tremendous· bargains : -~ but 

·. ·disgo~ge a good deal :of their inordinate profits in c.b.a4ty ; 
. though,-·: very·} often~ one. suspects -'them still of: having 
theit eyes on the. main chance, i.e.; some profit· in a future 

.life : for· your tme Jain believes; with all his hem, that 
' . his charities;· ·in . this ~world, .. detetmine the . am~t ·of 
:money. he. will.have. at .his clisposat in_the. next. 
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But it is quite enough to· his credit, nowadays, that he ·: 
believes in charity or a ~eXt: world at all.' .. · · · · . 
. The Jains arethrifty and hard~working .. _ :'_ . . , . 

U suty and politics luve, forced th(# way into b\lsiriess . 
helping to its deterioration ; bu~ the-majority sill,l ~etii:i-: 
qualities that will make the loss oftheit community~·a < 
community~ sad thing fot:~IOdi3.. .~ .· · ' · · · · · · 

' ' \. . .( . ·). 
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CHAPTER V 

FAKIRS .AND. S.ADHUS 1 

4 .; 

_ · T· _· · HE Fakirs and Sac!b:us of India have always exercised 
' _ , ~. tremendous influence, capturing the imagination 
. not only of a great number of. the population of India, 
but of the people of ·countries, outside India. Super­
stit!ous feat of the abnormal is, no doubt, the. root cause 

.. of this reverence of the masses : . but not so where practical 
men-worldly, even cynical men-men with only shreds 

-of faith in things religious, are concerned : nor could it 
be the cause of the interest of the philosopher or the 

· man of religion. · · 
Is it real holiness that holds the human mind, that sways 

· the heart, and gains for the Sadhu devotion, reverence ot 
· . admiration? . , Or is it merely the hunger of the human soul 

for something to worship ? 
Some of the holiest men in the world are indeed 

" sadhus," fakirs and ascetics : but in India, as elsewhere, 
. · theit value as_ an order is daily counting for little or nothing. 

Yet, perhaps, this is too sweeping a statement: for, 
· after all, only a little leaven is required to raise the whole. 

_ ,Yet,-one cannot emphas~e this too strongly, especially 
' • 

"-A yooog man brother of a "Srulliu" whose twne is :a household word in 
' In~ wrote rather indignantly about any exposure of •• Sadhus."' But later, 

helped to reason by his great btothet, he saw that the biggest enemies of the'-good 
•• Sadhus "are indeed these imposton who assume, so lightly • the sacred guo. 

(Note : A Fakit is a Mahomcdan term : a Sadh~ a Jain ot Hindu tean). 
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where women ate concemed,~the dangers attendant · on, 
:this subservience . of mind to " Sadhus '' ._ are . great~:. ) ~: ~, _; 
_· Many of these so-cille~ '' Sadhu_s " ke.ep th~r unfo!hlna~e· 
pupils . in a state bordering on · the . hypnotic, . where ·. th~ 
weakening of judgment,· loss of physfeal health_.~d .m,:~#~s ­
are all but a question of time. ·'_ : ·· . ; ·> . : · i ·:.~ · ,·:. ·.·.;. · .. · · 

There are some .women who~e sense ofmciral ptopqrt.io_n.': 
has been completely-altered -by th~se·. s~ed_ "- Gurus,'~ : 
and m.iOd, wealth and body ,alike ~ve been 'ptace,d at -~eir 
feet; for it is generally _believed bj: aJarge'seCtion of th~.~ 
Indian public that this is the .• easiest' way of all to secur_e ' 
the supernatural power8 ()( the " Guru."·· ·. \ _ . . 
. Itis not the province ·ora: booklike·this. to define<_a " 

. GUm : noi: restate 'the old truism that there are···no short 
cuts to the religious life~: \the one : ~ttalght toad beiOg:.for~­
all time the road o£. ~ean and. Perfect_ ~orality~ · "1.· > · ·-: ·::~ · -: 
· To : advise :the · avoidariee :_of,.wand:ering ":Sadh~-- '~ '{ 
the subjecting to a careful _~cJ:uti.O.Y:" ~y~n th9~<f<>rc-~h9m· 
decent people vouch for; ·the· eschewing ofiriy .. ~Sidhur; 
whose influence tends 'to the 'lowerlrig of'a: 'singl~Jd:eat; ; 

' . ' '·"' , . . . . ,'. . . . '• '•.· . . 
would savour of impertinence; and -yefso .~gerously_'do. 

. these inferior " Sadhus " -inak~ use of the 'art. of hyPnotism' 
. that the writet . who · has many . frl;ends amOngst : the~ . best 
" Sadhus "feels bound to ·do so~-and no single one o( th¢~.e 
good" Sadhus" will object ·to.thls ·a.dvi~e .. ; :: ~ -~-- ·.:: . ·: ,~:. ':·:·'·.· 

The writer has written elsewhere of JainSadp~s. .r _he 
stem restrictions laid on them preventing.alt oop~¢f:, with 
the opposite sex, help to' keep this order chast'e : .·though 
there. has, of late, been a tendency to· the relaxing of these' . 

. restrictions . . This, in itself, ' is not a thing'to be regretful . 
· about ; for restrictions _· may hamper v.i.rtl;le,-· and . cannot' · 
. pre~ent vice, if vice be inherent. ·· Women P..arily, perhaps, . 
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on, account of theii weaker, more confiding natute, partly . 
·. because it is incumbent on them to heat religious discourses, 
. are, · by far,- the biggest proportion of a _" Sadhu' s " 
followers : to them~ again, is due the lamentable amount . 

:o(, ~p~~fgossip, that· com.~s .into -the ·" upashtyas" 
(henni~ages) where ·part ~f"~e·time, once spent wholly 
in list6ling ~a the. deeds of ~chandta, or Viktamaditya, 

'. or .the: great Tirthan1<ats, ·goes 'to the. relating·· of quattels, 
bad investments and ·the· good arid. ill4eeds~niostly the 

·latter-of neighbours.; ·.\ . ·, ,, · ,-.. · : · i- ·•· . 
The.~~ Sadhus '~who listen, forget theft r~e of indifference 

to ~ all things worldly;. assuming · the .· modem. roles· 
. of barristers, pleadets and, judges~' ' . • 

. This has .·brought· about :. a ·loss . of prestige,. especially· 
'amongst~1Jain Sadhus~~ and: many .a u. Sadhu" has but· 

. 'exch~ged• 'his. dtc;ss; being_ ~o ~ intents and purposes 

. · still a house-holdet at heatt ... · · · 
! :, .There are other men, strong, stutdy of no sect ; ~beggars, 
. pure .. and 'simple,~ wlio ·also. call _themselves ·".Sadhus.'' · 
. There. ;are they whQ. are opium eaters ; some .hannless, 

some not so hannless. : • · 
····The~e .. are .smokers of hemp (ganja), and those who 

practise revolting ·austerities •. · .. . _ · 
· '!he yello~ to be in India once iign of grotness, hides 

• many a. dangerous , chat;.acte:t : fo.r in this country·· of the 
l simple and. good~· the dress alone is sufficient· protection 
against all enquiry. . · 
· Intriguers, cri.mitials -wanted by · the police, · find no 
better disguise than ashes daubed. over face and bqdy, 
saffron marks and red ochre smeared across forehead. 
· A ·notorious dacoit. wanted . by the· police of. several 
Stat~~ and .aftemards caught, confessed to the. experience .: 
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o£ seeing, once, the very Jemadu,~f the posse .who 'Ca.ught.~ 
him, prostrating meekly before him on Gitnat, thefa.mous .. 
place of pilgrimage in Junagadh, where, the daooit ,daubed : 

/ ~ . . . . . . 
with ashes, devoutly counting his .. beads,· )lad gained :a ~ 
much needed respite a,nd 'rest; ,_:This : qliasi~sa,dhlf~.is .now: 
languishing in an Agency prison, the .4gency ·1 ~1ving~.·a · 
bigger crime sheet against Jili.n;.' but.there.are.some.of hl.s· 
kind not so safdy interned. : · 

The questions ~ ·again:arise: ar~ ;·thete·: ~o. goo4 Sacllius.i 
left in India ? .. Have they~ noJonger~ the powet which wasi 
but latdy trumpeted forth as. pertaining alone to India . ili,d . 
her 1fahatinas ? : : · . · ,. · . · 

· : Once more . the wrlter.._reiterates ; \ th~re are g~d · aJ1d . 
noble Sadhw still; . gentle, ·lovmg,··. hatmless . and pure;· 
and by the beauty of their simple lives 3.lone.~ at once 'an : 
inspiration and guide to the sincer~ : . . ' . ' \ 

It is . questionable, however, . whether .~ey ·.are ; petter 
teachers . ¢an those that ~very: religion·· qas already·' given .· 
to man, except where mankind woUld . app~ar :not to J:1av~ : 
yet learnt the truths, enunciated by these great_ ones:;· ~ < · · 

The letters of life have· to be teleamt · oyel; ·arid . ~v~t ·_ 
. . . . ~ . . ~ ... 

again. · _ . . . . . •. . .:: 
There are Sadhus who · sit in. solitary caves; including·. 

in their personal salvation that of the~ universes~ . ~: :. ;:_ : . · .. · . 
They are not selfish as the writer 9nci;- thought •. : .•. · _., · · · 
They see no. separ~tion between the part an4: the ~hole : 

the small atom rising within the great, ca.Onot but ·uplift 
'the whole. · · · · ·· . · 

In theit meditation, they pray with every force at their 
comniand, with the accumulated power engendered by 
their austerity and ·will, for the upliftment of the earth 
and the relief of pain, showering the worl~~with a blessing 

. 411 . . . . 
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so magnetic 'aS to be felt if one be near. Purified thought 
is the mos~'powetful of all the gifts of God to man. 

·It ~y well be because· of these great " Sadhus " that 
the · other. type_s ~e tolerated ~ · even as · na.tu:re burdens · 

. herself with thousands of useless seeds, for the sake of the 
' few that getminate. · . " _. . 

·· Have SaclJlus and ~akits · ~uper-naturai powers ? 
. Has the wrlt~~ ever met. one who has these· powers : · 
·the· po-wers th~t{ ro~licists .,have ,"wri~en of, and the 
world has sought' for and~~~·seeks Wj*,unabated energy ? 

' . .-;, ;;... ' , 



CHAPTER VI· · 

. THE SADHUS (contiiJJICd) 
. . ' . .. ' .. 

I l '. t 

. r C • • · -. '8_ , . , . , ' -- . · ' '~ .. IT is rather diffiCult· in a ';wo~· of·· this kind to drag ·. 
·· ·. in metaphysics ·; .. yet· before' ·a.ne deals with· a few of· · 
the many religion$ of India it would be misleading not to .. 
give~ summary of the philosophy that lias· made India great., ' .·· 

. The writer who has_ studied this philos~phy-has summe~ ·. 
if up for her own satisfactiot1 ~us: · · ·.. ··· ·. 

' > ," •• ' .:~t ; 
x. The positlligo£ one GREAT ~GYthat can . with~ ·· 

withdraw eve1Jthlng into ITSELF even as the sleep~r .. 
dtaws into his brain cells whefl he sleeps an tbatis 
his conception~ . · . . . \ .: , . . .·· · · · . · : ' , 

. ~~ The positing of a cteatot tfuit creates, 'by the infusion 
ofDIVINB ENERGY : and in tum links up his Creation' 
with HimSelf . ..· ; . · .. . • .. ·,· . . ' ' . . ; 

• , ,• '.;, .. ··. <. ' :-·: : '-.'- . 1_ ·•; ..._ •' •' < I 

3· The positing of a creation that in· man. becomeS 
' conscious of that ENERGY a.Ii.d would use it for. the 
specializing (uplifting or degrading) of fo~. ·. ' . 

4· The creation of a veil. of ignorance, which. when 
forms a:re degraded hides fro-!D man ~ real power. 
(The degraded forms a:re wom away by time.) ·· 

J. The aea.tion of a · definite s..et ·of laws : making 
upliftment of a form to bring happine5s and degrada.:: 

• Ill ~ •· . '~ • 

tton pam.. f • 
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. 'The' .. seeds of degradation ate bumt . by yoga, 1 or 
allo~ed to ripen in future births (6nally. destroyed 

. .· by. Tune.) '.· ~ 

: : .- ~ 6. Pqsiting this energy· of force as unceasing. 
. , - _. . ~ • .. f '· 

· :'·. · This 'energy can }le sent .tlirough a huplan dynamo-: · 
the Messiahs of ¢.e ~orld~efully prepared; · isolated 

·.from' ~e ·world. 
1 

Th.ey alone-the .. Gunis-:-can · regulate 
it to . lowet .~eeds, siPpif!ng by me~e ·contact (the s~me 

, ideals . making~th~ : necessacy: affinity) rdeficiencies. in .man. 
· _This ·. ~oul~force has: ric> ~ affinity .with .worldly matte~ .or 

.. ' . . . f 

,. mattets. .. . . · · ~ · · · • , 
.. . ' . . . ' ,. . .. .. . 

' ·It : is .a spiritual light :. a pqlsating. flame~ .with nothing 
·· imaginative about ·it : . a . tangiQle. thing ·that "an· be seen 
. with the hUman ·eye,and felt as heat.'. Only those who have: 
. this 4-ivine : force are . Mahatmas • .. · This force, this power, 
. S9 sottght. after by_. ascetics .and.Jaymen alike, is one of the 
; ratest, and most. .s.ecret.. things :in the universe : . and its 
acquisition is depen<fent·upon :nothing less than. affinity 
to divinitY'~- ·by cultivating. divine virtues. · . . · · 

The :writer Jmows of·only two persons in India . who 
·.have that .force.: .and, botlLbear· ~own names, despite 
the tremendous power· they 'wield. ' · . · · 
. From these grea~ ones to the ones on view is saddening : · 
~mment howeve.t is sup'e.tfl:uous : .one may confine oneself 

·to ·facts alone, and leave the rest to . the_.teader.'s judgment • 
. ·· DUring ,the . ~ast . Kumbbam~~ the :Times .. of India had 
a head-line: :·"Five .thousand . Vairagis run :amuck at 
Hardwar.'~ · , ' · · · · · . 

·.The pap~- went :on .to · relate: that .five- thousand .of 
these '' vaitagis '~ put. up ·a .free fight in _the:Kumbhamela 
• · '. ' Sec. the Au~•• Phi~~oplu ;J Yoga •-Messrs: LU%ac and Co~ London. 
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. because· they were disappointed about the· dis~ution of · 
food. · · · ·· · 

·Now the term'' Vairagi ,, is a·sans~t·word: it·m~ 
devoid of passion, devoid .. of; des~e (raga) •. : Out .·true 
V airagi must court perp~. PoVerty and chaStity •.. .i They ' 
must subsist entirely up(>n ~, and these must be given · · 
willin I .. · . gy . . . ... ' ' '•.' 

The V airagis have no· definite fo{m of worship ; ·· but · 
they are considered- ~o be devotees of· Ram and Vishnu.' 
Some of them -~ve ili monasteries and take· pupils : ; but . 

. ·a number of them are without fixed abode. 
~ere is .another·class of" Sadh~"-the Sanyasis,; :cilled 

. Tridandies (liteWly~ sticks). .The Tridandi Sanyasis' 
_carry always· three sticks:with 'them -wherever they go: 
emblems uf theit: contiol over ·speech, ·,body 'and:mincL . 
They are mostly · ~rahmios: and have passed: through: the 
stages of student life, and that of the house-holder. \: They 
are strictly forbidden to touch any metal or fire :' 'and ~ett 
driok;og vessels. are· made· from gourds. · , Theii-: food :.is .. 
begged from the houses of the. Brahmins of the V aishnava · 

·faith. . They· are, principally,~ ·followers. of ·the· reformer ' 
Ramanuja. · . · 

The Nagar ascetics .resemble')both 'the·--Vairagu ~and 
Sanyasis : but, as their nameS sigriify, they wear no clo!fles . 
at all on their bodies. They are consequently not helc.l 
in very high repute. · _, · · 

Strangely . enough, . though they also are forbidden to 
touch metals. or fire, they catty with ·them fireanns and 
swords. . . · · · · 

The Dandi Sanyasis catty a· single rstafF -with ·several 
knots tied· with a piece of cloth dyed in red ochre at·. the 

'· 
~· . 
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. . I -
It is believed , that this cloth ·covets their sacred 

· . threa~i. .... 1 • 

· · They can· never be without this staff: and even whilst 
s_leepkg~ they are not supposed to allow the st~ to leave 
the hand~ . . · · ... 

' . ... ~ . , 
~e Dancli · Sanyasis shav~ ·their hair and beards, weat 

.. a ·single loin cloth~ and ··eat.only one meal a day which 
1.· ' ... ' . 

. ·they .~.eg from dte houses o£ Brahmins alone. . · ... 
. The majority of , them wprship Shri Shankaracharya 

. as the -incarnation of Shlva : and some of them wear the · . . . 

Shiva mark in ashes on the forehead. · ' 
, . This _mark is supposed .·. to represent .ftle .two-petalled 

mind-lotus1. of yoga, but .the original thought is now 
·~almost lost: for it has degenerated to--day, even to three 
. · transverse lines.~ .. ·. Othets . · worship Niranjan : a deity 

. . J #. 

without ·· attributes~ · . They· dispose of 'their dead, by 
· floating . them : d~wn ·some sacred s*~ or river ; if 
. this is not poss~ble; by burying them, an ~usual procedure 
· in a land -.wh~re cremation is the usual method - of 
disposal. ·· . , . 

The ·Dandies belieVe that ~the. bodies of ·u Sadhus," 
purified by asc~cism, hold as long as the least atom remains .. 
the magnetism of Divine Power, and, therefore, consider 
th~. bodies of their order holy enough to raise, by this 
~gnetism,· the vibrations of anyone who comes near to 

·. these remains. The idols of certain· temples, are supposed 
to have the. same magnetic po~er imparted ~o them· either 
by holding the magnetic power of some great SOW7 or of 
the sacreq . mantras, and no idol is ever worshipped · 
before a certain :power has been placed in it by 
appropriate • ceremonies. :It se~ms likely that in the 

I Ajna lotus. 
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present iron age, this power has been 'lost; , for it is now 
believed that the building of a temple to-day brings bad 
luck. · · - . 

The Dandies are initiated in a strange maimer: the-
inner part of the knee is cut, blood squeezed out; and offered" 
to the god Bbairava. . · ~ " . --_. : _ -- --- . -' co.-; -- ·: 

This certainly looks like a' sUrviyal of some old human -
blood-sacrifice. · _ -

The Yogis,1 of whom the Westeni. world~ heard:so 
much, are followers of several schools of -philosophy, 
that of Patanjala and Kanada being amongst the_ most' 
well-known. The word Yogi•comes from a Sanscnt · 
root meaning to join. - , 
. The Jivatma, soul in the fonn of man, has for its aim the · 
"rejoining" (Y uj) pf itself to the Paramatlna, the universal : 
soul. · , _ ,~' - -· . - · · . _ 

To achieve this 'great end, several schools have evolved 
processes all of which have: IUd their -.vogue : .-the ~n­
trolling of the breath in the ~ody~ i:ielieving the breath to 
be a link between man's own ·energy and the energy of 
the over-soul : cc pranayama," is one. o( -the processes 
well known to the world of to-day. · . ' - ·-_ _ , ' -

Continued practice in "pranayatria" brings 'about ·the 
suppression of breath at will: and with this' control-over 
breath, the yogi undoubtedly achieves certain p~werS 
over the elements and the laws of gravity alike, and is able 
to petform what by virtue- of being abnormal are called ~ 
miracles. _ . - -

When by any meth~d, the identification ·with this over~ 
" -- ' 

1 Note that a yo~-proper bas no home; no division, no sect and no order, 
because the universe ts his home ; he sees no differences ~ywhere. The name is 
used~ conveniently to describe the various schools ofY a&a, followed by various 
ascetlCS. , 
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. soul is complete, the . yogi tak~s. no. more human forms ' 
.: except of his own free will.. · f 

. These . ,ascetics in. yoga, are divided into sects : . each . 
'sect_ identifying itself with its · founder and• worshipping 

. that. foundet: as the incarnation of Shiva Himself. · 
~·qoraknatli. ~ounded .. the , sect ·-.· of . · ~' Yogis_ ~'- · called 

. Kanphatas (liteially-:;boted ears). ·The· Kanpbatas ··bote 
'tlieit __ ears,' and Jnsert rings in them at' the time· ·of their 
ini~ation. -~. They. triatk ·their.foreheads· and .smear their 

' bodie~ , with ashes, and they are ; sometimes dressed i.ti a 
... small loin ,cloth, at other times in garments dyed with red 
·.·ochre.. . · · ·· · ·· 

, . The Paramhansas (great swao:s) dress in s·ackcloth. · 
.. Their' order· teCJlili.~s th~ to ' b_eg their food and live in . _ 
·caves.· ,., · . · 
-· , The· ~' ,Aghories u. ate the m~st feared of .all the ·Indian 
ascetic's. j The writer met one in Mount· Abu: with matted 
-locks piled high on his ~e~d :~ staring-eyes, red and bumiog, 
·and nails· at least seven inches long. · He leaned on ·a· cleft-

~ ·stick iD. the 'attitude ofa crouching animal : and it is not 
. Unlikely that he ass~ed" that position fat i the benefit of 

&Js followers. ~oi,; your true '~ Ag~ori :' . according to 
p"opulat superstition, ;takes ··the' form 'of a wild aoimal-
pteferitbly-the panther Ot tiget-at wilt The writer WaS 

assw:ed, in all sincerity, that an " Aghori " of Mount Abu 
· annoyed by a man who would persist,. out of curiosity, 
:in following him to his cave after sunset, :repeatedly warned 
bini ~t.at _night ib~ ascetic's form would change, and, , 
~th the Ch~ge: ·all human mercy would disappear •. 

The follower through feat desisted fot awhile, but once 
. again, p3rtly through greed for some favour, partly curiosity, . 
' the · man went to the cave of the · Aghori; and ·{rom that 
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day up to the day of writing nothing more has been heard ., 
fhim 

. . . ·, .· ·. •' '.' ·· 
0 • l . ·, . ', .· . ., . . . . .... ' .. / . 

His friends and relations . searched. iD. .,_ . vain, : ruid . 
. sincerely believe that he ·has really . been :·eatetJ. · by' .. this : 
Aghori. , ;• .. . .. . . _ _ ·. · ·· · · ·. · · · 

The Aghoris are obliged, by the_ rules of theii ~rder to:~ 
, eat anything and everything put '_in their begging bo\yl:a~ 
: even excrement. The wiiter knqws.~of a i ease where~ a_: . 
. profane person ·actually . 'tested . this :last :. and .found; the~-
Aghori obeyed the rule.· : '. ~ ~ ~- ; · . · . . · · . -

They smear their bodles with· filth and carry it ab'oiit 
with them, sometimes in'a skull and sometimes in a wooden 

.· . . ~ -_ .. -. . . : . . . -~ .. ~- "' :_ ... . .,_. ... '· 

pot. · · · · __ .. · ' ·· · · · ·· 

Despite the fear they hi;pire, they.stiU ~ve a fol}.owing :·. 
for they are suppo~ed, -abo-ve all ~cetics;~t~_~ve _unusu~ · 
and great powers ·:_. the greatest of. which.is . tJ:te. allege<:!. 
possession of tlie ph.i1osopher'_s ;stone: ; : : : . · .. .. ," , _-. ~ -~ .: > ,.~ 

In thls instance;· the late Na'Yab.:_~ahlb . of.·Pat~pu~ :iis~d · 
to relate a very strange tal~: - .. One. day, ~e and .his·/~~~', 
panions walking about the . hills . ~{ piount •A.,P~ ·fowid 
themselves completely lost. Nig~(})egan . ~o · f~ :_:~rl: 
in those 'old days; the jungles abm.in.deq .in tiger_s _ an~ 
panthers. · Despair fell upon the PattY~ · when sud~~Y; 
as if from the rock its~lf, a-wild figure:· w~th mattai ~~ 
emerged. He bade them not to fear~ , b~t folloV( ~ -~ .. !o· 

· hi~ cave.- He fed them, . and was exception~y_ PJ~~se~ 
·w1th the late Nawab Sahib who was a .deeply religtous _ 
man, and devoted to Sadhus. · - _' --:· · -· · 

•' . . . • 1 t . • 

Mter some talk he called the Nawab . Sahib aside and : 
scraping away solll:e ashes .in his cave brought to vi~ · 
two large bars of gold : . cc Bid your followers .lift them 
up, and take them away • . They ~e · yc(tu5. · r .s~ · ·. 

,. ·_4a .,... 
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· then show. y'ou ~e :'fRay back to the ~.toad," ·said the 
·ascetic. · · · · · · · · · - · · 

. , ~Th~ . Nawab __ Sahib, f:Ully _aware that this ascetic had 
the. philosc,>pet's ~ stone i:efused, and begged him instead 
tc) giy~ ·~ that.. . '"; . . . . . . .. .• . 
. ' The . 'Sa:dhu . · S1ghed. He bade . them_ sleep for the 

• • • • : j . . . • • • • 

present.., ·-._ . 
. -:- . . So .the patty _sle{>t in the' cave~ waking on the morrow 
. to find themselves miles away from ascetic or' cave. The 
: N~wah 'Sahib ·tried · in vain t<? l9cate the pla~; b~t from 
~t . day ·onwards,· neither_. ascetic _not cave .. )Vas ever 
again seen by the Nawab, · ~ , ·. · _ · - . · : ·_. · ., · 

. •. . • ! . . . . . ' . 

: .· :Most tourists to. Benares · have · seen· the . " Sky;. faced 
- - - I " ' 

.·ascetics (Absh. ¥~). These asceti~.- continue looking 
: at the, sky ·till: the ;muscles o~·~hef!•ne~~ tget fixed in that 
. position.· · · they wear -yellow garm.ents_,_. ~ow_ ~cit ha.it 
· -~. gtow, w.<l their.- pupils daily s~~ ·their b~dJe~ with 
'ashes,'.oollect alms from"the'devout and cutious, and pass 
theit. liv~s in -~{sit~ge way.,. : . ; . t. • ' ·. . 

: The Na.khi~sceti'cs' a1low their nails to gtow through 
th

. ' d ·: . ,·'" ' -ill ' • ' 

· ett han s~ · -·_. . · ·. .' · · · · , ·, . . 
-~ . (· The :UddlW:b~~s· bave a'.somewhat ·similar austerity: 
.: keeping a hand in aft ~extended "position, ' till an the mliscles 
.. s ... : Lr~~ - . . ' .• . • . .- . ' ~ . . . ' 
"UII~ .... . .... . .... 

' I ' . .. • • 

. · Other ascetic:S have stranger ·austerities. ·.. · · · 
They never 'walk, but roll from· village to village, town 

·to. town, fed hi the gentler. Indians~ _· . . , .. · 
_-_. Others,·. again, vow never ,to test or sleep in the no:onal 

. . 
way. . · : . · · · , 

The. _writer saw one in a reclining posture, resting by 
means of a plarik and ropes slung over a tree, v1th legs 
that were swollen to about six times their normal size. 

. . . 
jO , 
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His condition . . was~ indeed, ' pitiabl<; and . his . moans 
attracted muCh sympathy. · ' - • · . · . _ .. :· · ·. . . . 
. The writer tried to discover why he thaught this p~ 
form of aSceticism necessary for . his· salvati()~· b~t· .roul.d 
receive no lucid ~wer. - : ~ · ·' >. - _-- · ; '- ~ ... . 

Sometimes. these extraordinary: austerities· .. al;e · meant 
to _be ~iation or- a h~ous : 'ct.U:ne..· but·~·m.ore t>9~sihiY. 
the desire for the power referred to_ in the beginning of the 
chapter leads a man on; till nature creates ·.a .. mania'-or­
dc:formity, which passes bqond the aseeti~s 'co:Otio~ _ ; · ;~ ~-: 

·' . . . .. 
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CHAPTER VII 

R.EuGIONS .AND FAIRS 
~ • ~ •. II 

WHEN . ~sc~cs are diVided into so many sects. 
it is not to be wonder~d 'that the . religions of India 

ate mariy, its peopl~ ~vided and sub-divided 'into various 
castes · of thought. ·. ·· .. . 

India, with all its caste differences settled, would still be 
s~lit by secta4anism; for it is a ~puntty where every year 
sees the . rise .'of ;a. new cult, raisea · to· eminence by the 
devotion pr .credulity of a ~imple ~peopl~. These cults 
hold chiefly by the · emotiot!s, · and their followers are 
elevated or degraded· according to the height or depth of 
.~he pa~~. emotion evoked~ . . 
t · Sometimes love plays its part : at · another time, fear. 
One cannot judge. off hand as to the worthlessness of 
certain · strange,· even -repellent. symb9ls or rituals ; · for 
many a lost d.ttead to ancient esotericism can often be found 
again, ·tangled and broken, running through the old rituals 
of-old-time faiths. . 

The Vamacharis (1eft-h~d worshippers )1 of Shiva and 
Shakti are prevalent in . certain States. These exoteric 
worshippers have , done more to bring the Tantras into 
disrepute than any ~the.r sect in India to-day. Men and 
women would flock to ~e temples at night for the so-called 
kaula-circle, where priests would sprinkle the assembly 

• See the Author's TQIIIril& Dodrin1 of Immaadau ConaptiOfl, . ,~ 
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in coup!es--:-male and female-;ith. sac~ed w~ter .. · T~ ,_b·e 
. correct, this sprinkling should be. haphazard, . ~ut ... !he 

writer heard from the lips of a 'one~thne fol}.ower~ '·of' this 
. sect, himself, that the-priest ' was often' bri~~d to .. sprhikle 
certain couples . tog~er . . , T~ese ~co~ples ret#ed . :to · a 
private chamber w4ere . ~e . nian ~)vas ;: suppo,sed .. t~ .·· ~ave 
worshipped the wo~ _is." mother." .· ' -- ~ ''.. . . ,·, ~ - ··. '; .. 

' . . ~ . ' . . . . . . ' 

.But many gre.at scaridals arose : ··arid thisfom(ofworship 
is held in considerable ·'.clisiepute~ One ofthe.priests. of the 
sect, now a sanyasin, told, the. writer that he.had.-vowed to 
break up every kaula<ircl_e in IricJAL.' ' ~' . , ' . , ' . " ' '. ~ ·· 

In this connection the writer had a letter, from the head 
of an occult society . iri answer to an, . enquiry of hers:;'· 
it is not without . il:t~erest · : ~'a · . genUine . Shri ·Yiqyif 
Upasaka,'' writes the Je.amed :man, . ~' .must: alway(·.have· 

. ' J, 4 ' · I • - · · , . . , · , _ ·. · .· . : .· 

his lady, or her lo;d with~lilin ~or ~er. ·'Only' the' real& 
initiated. (all italics his ·_. 'own)Jmo~ ·the use . 0~ 'the qt~et 
sex in these practices, -~hi~. while· C?tt:·:the bqrd~r-l:lnd.,of, 
sex, are actually entirely' ~evotiorial, .. mystic,' and::~up:.emefy . 

' • • • • • > .. • (.,. ,. • • • 

ho{y. The least trace o£ evil ot sensU.al, 'sexua,I. desli:e w9uld, 
. tum the Sadhaka into a beast : in, fact amongst.Sadhakas 

there are many wh9 prowl abOut and Jiide the~ sc;:nsu~~oi ,' 
in the maz.e of rituals and' poojas.' ~, ··. -··· · :~ ·},;: / \ ; :·: ': ·,: :···:, : 
. The worship of l{adhaji, the beloved_ of ~s~a~ ')s · 
another worship of the feminine ' pririciple': .~but ' its i:ihial 
is pure, · and the devotees follow the rules laid down by the 

· strictest ofVaisbnavas.· ,' . "' . . · . . ; ". ' > :_ ·. ·· ._. 
In Dwarka, there is still a certain '?unoant . of -tempi~ . 

· rivalry between the devotees of· Lakshmi, the wife_ of 
Krishna, and Radha, his beloved. . ~ · 

There are different temples dedicated '·~ t~ .~ Krishna ; 
one where the" blue god "-the_god· of _dis~assion.....;..st~ys ·· · 

. S3 . . 
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with Lak.sbrD.i; and o~e where he stays wjth Radha. Exactly 
. how· R.adhaji came tO,. be ~sso~ated with Krishna,, is a 

problem still puzzlipg the heads of Indian Pundits tO:.day. 
~ The·Sbrlxriad Bhagvad, ~~hich• gives a det~ed account of 

. Kiishna~s 'youthful·life, . malcek no ~ention . of her at all. 
. The Radha V allabhi~ • have· a.· ~pedal henmtage· (math) 

· at.Brlridaban, where the~watchmen call the 'bout of the 
.. 'tl.igh{thus: ··1· Ra~~Krls~ ',' f ana Radha's name 

is 'still th~ one that is associated most with . that of 
: · Krishna. · · · ~ · • ·· .. \ · 
: 'eerta.in Sadhus, ~ed Sakhi-Bav~s~ go about in feminine 

·· attire, . personating ~dha, and ·worship Krishna · thus 
. attired. .. . ~- . . . .~ ·. . 

. ··· ·. Theyh6pe,ingeniously,to win Krishna's favow: quicker 
by-' this· method, believing that He ·Will be more attracted 

' by a worsJ.Up from 'one in tlie fo~ o£ His beloved. These 
: . '' .. Sadhus ", wear jewels and dance before the idol. . They 
.· 'are still to_b'e -~~~in Jeyp~re, but their numbets are yearly 
.. lessening; ':ind.they,'do not. command the respect of ~e 

public that ·they, did formerly. , · 
. . . . :The' N'U?ava~ sed: 0~ the v aishnava faith, chiefly found 
; in-Bengal,, are .also :worshippers of Radha7Krisbna: but 
.the. sect is a·completdy different one from that in the West· 
of .India. · : . ~ ·. ·· . : . , " - - . . · - . ' 

r I 4 l · ~ 

The caste mark of this Bengal sect i~ black whilst the 
one in Western. India is ted ; black bei.O.g . considered 

' inauspicious.- -~ · · · , · · · .. -~. · · · · · 
A sect· found all over · Kathiawar, is that of the Swami 

' . 
Narayan· Sampradaya, (ounded by Sayjanand Swami. 
This sect. worships' ~ur Narayan, the sun· ~d: moon, 
as well as Radha-Krishna. The rules are very strict as 
~regards vegetarian food, cleanliness. in eating, . and the 

. ' 
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eating from the hands of no other. than a member of its 
.. it' "" • ~ r ~ , ~ 

own sect. · 
The principal festivals are V asant ~anchmi (th~ Jionth __ -

of ~~aha) the fifth day of the datk half, arid GOkal Ashtanlj. 
(the ~onth of_ Shravan) the eighth: day of th~ da.tk half_ 
when their teaChers sprinkle mcmbets with roloured paint,·;-· 
on ·the Erst mentioned ·&y,: and'the whole sect7with. 
every devout Hindu.::..:..faS~ on the second ~y til! midlllght.·:_': 

Gokal Ashtami Js the birthday of Krishria,. aqd. all -
Hindu India fastS, or at tJ;le'most.tats "fal~har" (litetaliy~ < 

fruit-food; but nu~ and roots' are n~w included). Though " 
it is a day of fasting, it is still a· day of festivity, and the 

t J • ~ • • ~ 

finest clothes in _honour of the great even,t are wo~ · 
Agriculturists ·in pure white, we3ring ·their large gala''" 1 

turbans, men . with roughened. clumsy hands, ~d .. eye.s ·,·. 
faded with long stating at sun-lit fields, Ot1 youtb£ul and ~ 
strong : Raj puts m· velvet 'or gold ; .. Shepherds, . tdi. ~d : ' 

. gnarled; long-haired_ " Kells "~With bold · eyes·. and 'rea ·;. 
turbans fantastically &essed • -· " Kluvases ·, !apeiri.g. ·the :· 

J . . . • , . . • .. · • . • ' • . . . 

Rajput dress ; the Dheds--an untouchi~e ~ ~t8part; _ .. 
• ... '"" • ' • _· - \• - ~ .¥ 

but very ind~endent and gay; all crow~ through-the ·. 
. .. I - . :. . ~ .-

StreetS in festive attire, some· to the faits that ·are a:J.ways 
held that day, some to the temples~ .Theil: :woinen.are 
even more gaily dressed than their men_ folk.. .. · The'Wives . 
of the agriculturists dress very like women, of the ~enana. .. 
They wear simple bodices; a flared s~ _and a sari,· and 
their faces are covered; because of theit &er:tt1e birth. ~- , 

The shepherdesses ~eat ivory. bangles reacliing _up to .. 
their elbows, while their head-dress flows loose from' their 
proud heads. They are the happiest of ali . this day, 
fot it is their special privilege on Gokal Ashtaffif to go to 
the palace and sing the " Rasada '' : the ·,~de-dance ''. 

jJ 
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· that · Krishn~ danced with, the shepherdesses of old in 
· Brindaban centutie·s ago. Those ol4 shepherdesses could 

riot have dan<=e~, and sung ... with . mote loving zest and 
fe.tVour than these of t~-day· : __ , their J powetfiil voices ring 

· startlingly loud· above $e dtums, and the clash and the 
clink _of their bangles lenjl a ~il~ess to the scene. 
. · They are b~g, tall w~~en, ~tooping low. doWn to each 

. others ankles,· .. ~sjpg and swmging. t~und 'in _wide circles, 
again touching hahds, now Jow,pow high, with convuisive 
jerk~. of their w~ b-qilt bod1es •. -These simple prin;itive 
people of the India that i~ India are completely untouched 
bylhe ptopaganda·of~e.agitatot.· · They have few wants 
and are . ext_remely happy, • ·1'11~·. poverty of the Westem 
world is no:t here in the States. · One sees this definitely 

r . " 
at the· faits:. few, :<>r no women are without jewellery, 
silver or gold. · .. ' . ~. . ' .·. . . . . . . . 

' . ·~ . . 
'It· is at· these faus the people _buy the annual cloth~s 

fo; the f~y, apd toys for. their ~ttle children :. coloured 
combs from ·Bombay; " paper-we.tghts from Ahmedabad ; 
stiffened loin cloths ; liideous photographs ~f Gokal Ram 
as a· badly proportioned baby, all head and little body ; 
treasures all guaranteed. to catch the eye of a -simple folk, 
tliough tlie wiser, qf them :will have none of these fancy 

'¢.ings.. . . . ' 
' Wandering.Brahmin boys with bright ~ed caste marks 

on their forehead, ·and r yellow sandal spots over their 
eyes hold out tra.ys of red powder and rice, and in return 
for alms make the red " chanla," the auspicious mark 
on the forehead : the mark of Lakshmi, the goddess of 
fortune, with a grain or_ two of rice pressed on it afterwards, 
with the coveted Brahmin blessing. At midnight everyone 
crowds to the V aishanava temples,. and exactly pn the 
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stroke of twelve the bells ring and the pries~s · r~oUn.ce · · 
the birth of Gokalji. . . · ··: :·. ·. ~ ·. · < : · ',: .· :. 1 

Everyone rushes· in the-temple ·to · da ·the "dars4Wa " · . 
of the newly-hom oaby. .The fist is over. . ·. . .. . .. ... 

The largest temples of ·t}le. Swanu Narayan sect are at 
Vadtal and Sapaya~ wlier(( ·there are ·images of :· Radha- :: 
Krishna, Surya · Narayan· an.cf: Swami· Sayjanand; . with,' 
so~~es the .. mQnkey;go~ ·~ Hanu~~nj~._: Sapaya . h~g 
the birthpiace of Swa~ . ~aYJana.nd ' 1~ accor~ed a speqal_ . 
s~ctity by his. followerS, ,:'andpilgrims from· all over .~he . 

. country flock to it '?~~the Gof.a:J: ~shtam! day. ·- · · ._ · __ 
· The Vallabhacharis, .follo.w~ · of Vallabha, have a_ 

different cult. Vallab!U waS: ·ri~t a recluse: so not only· 
· is it incumbent on his followers·· to ·be' family meri ; but 
the he_ads of the temples . are no~· allowed to be celibateS · 
either. . · . . ,:_ ... · .... ,... .. . ·_ .. _. ·· .,_ · ~~- · .· ·-. 

These men. are. call~." ·Gosaiiis ;~· .. ~d their: fon6\Vers ·. 
. . ·. . ''1· ' • : . ' . : • .• : ' . . .· .• . . : . . 

are enjoined by the scriptut~S.t(). worship ~e priests'·with 
body, mind and wealth to gain' salvation.~ .. :·· r . • / : . .. ; ·~\,_< . 

· The pow~r of this sect was, atone t.Une; $los~ ltn~im~ted, , 
and, though still powe1ful,_ the age . do~s not' look ·With' -. 
pleasure at the ~cesses . t:rul~ . oo~e automafi<;.ally<~p.en ~ 
religion makes sacred Unrestrained gifts 'ofbody.aud mind.1 :-

The followers of the Gosains ·.worship .Krishtia ~itl his 
child-form, and the idol is dressed and tended With ;all 
care • .:· -: , ~ ~ .' . ~ .. :' .. ·~· '_: ~ ;· . ~- :·. ' ·~·~ t .. . . . . . ' . . .. 

There . are eight disti!ict ceremonies ;· during'; the ' day: ' 
the idol is washed and dtessed, -, placed upon ~ a throne~ 

and food is presented to it, whilst the favour~ feW wait 
without. · · ' · · · · · -

' . / 

' a The head of this sect both in Qodajput' and Bombay has recently been dis­
inherited because of his marriage with a daOcing girl Crlti~ of any son would 
have been impossible £fty yeaa ago. . .. · . · 
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.When 'the slight meal is over,' the .idol is anointed with 
,'' atta ~'~scent~d attired, in .splendid robes of gold­
brocade,· a .different cQlour for each day, when· the wor­
shippeis are a.llowe~ to enter ap.d ·have . '! Darshana " 
(literally-sight) of the idol. : . • . . 

· At midday, a grand feast is placed· before the idol in 
gold or ~silver vessels and its worshippers partake of this 
afterwards,~not, .:<?f couf~e, :;~ the temple· vess~s~er 

, whicl) the goq gqe,s to sleep 1@ afternoon. · .. : · 
. His. worshippers·· wake him ·up for the evening meal; 
when . the idol 'is again w~shed, freshly perfumed and 
re-attired for the evening ~e~ darsha!L" . :·At night the idol 
is placed upon a gold or ~ilver swin~g ·couch with all 
·the appUrtenances necessaiy for the night· near him; and 
. the votaries ~ock ~ up> the ; Temple and ·retire for the 

. h . ·' .· ' ' . . . ·, . ' ' rug t. · . . . . , ·.. . .. · . . . , .. .. J .. 

. ~.A .number .of, women of this. sect dance .. annually ~t 
,, Brindaban: in .conimemoratioO. ··of Krishna's dance :with 

·'. . . . . 'I ' ' . ~e s~ephe~desses: ._ .. :. . •. . · · · · · · . 
·", .· ··The-w;riter was told by a Shastri, that some of them dance 
till a. kind of hysteria sets in ; though they fall ·down 
with ·fati~e they rise· agafu, and go on dancing till com­
pleteiy·exliausted. 1 In many cases death has even occurred. 
The most. celebrated of the Gosain temples is that of Shri 
Nath ·nwar in Ajm,er. . • · · . . · , · · · 

. ·The Raavats, whose founder was Ramanand, are wor­
shippers· of the God Vishnu . in His Ram_ incama~on. 
Rama and Sita are ~orshipped, together, in the form of 
the black saligram stone and the Tulsi-balsam ·plant, which 
are venerated as emblems of Rani and Sita. The Ramavats 
like ·nearly: every other sect are also split' up 'into sects 
too· niunerous to mention in deta.il •. 
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The writer could detail still further of other .sects, but· · 
this diversity in the religious life is ·not co.n6n.ed to 'the ; 
East alont; and except for . the intrinsic irlterest ·.to' the · ~ 
Western world of these religious s~ of ~dia, there is .. 
no point in dwelling on these strange illiferc;nces. : · ,: .. . ·. .· 

. "" ~ ~ . ' .. ·. .. . ' 
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CHAP·TER VIII 

CusToMs AND BELIEFS . . . .. · 
' ' ; . .. . ~ . IN· Iridia there are many. _customs based on Holy Writ:. 

· many that., hold litde: of. religious significance, and 
far many more t4at have absolutelfno claim to the attention 

. they~ receive other than that . of popular usage. These 
last customs are designated : " Dqsi Shastra " (the writ 

. of the old. women) and strangely enough, not only is their 
< ,. ' • ~ ' • ' ' • ,... • ' 

. hold on popular unagmatton strong, but they are followed 
often to the detriment of the race . 
. · . The beating of breasts ; tearing out of hair:; the heart- · 
rending shrieks of mourners, real and professional alike., 
continuing throughout . the . conventioilal period of 
mourning are of t~s kind. · 
' From the day of bereavement, the friends and acquain­
tances~ rich and poor alike,' are. obliged to make condolence 

: visits·.: the ~en with white turbans,-for white and black 
are, both ·.mourning colours in India, -covered ~ith a 

· white cloth, which they lower over their faces ; the women, 
like so many ghosts, their . saris covering their faces, all 
beat their breasts; and cry at the top of their voices._ . . · 
· This continues from morning till night without inter­
. mission. As one band of mourners goes, ~other band 
comes, and each endeavours to out-rival the other. 
Professional "miranis" (singers) arrive when a great 
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person dies to sing doleful songs, dancing . to~d ·_in' .. a · 
circle as they sing. · · ' .--_ ·.r ·. · :_.:-~·: ._ · 

Their voices . are extremely cheelful, marriages . and .. 
funerals alike mean money fo.r_ the . smgers.:. . The theme :. 
in bereavements is necessarily sad, and the d!uni~' sign .0; .. 
auspic~ousness, is absent; ' but the sound of· the·: drum:'· is .. 
more than made up by the slap of 'the hands on ·the breasts · 
of the singers. · The beat of.bare feet also sowid,marking .' 
time to this doleful human~ drum. ·· · · • .. -· · · , 

Only th~se who have _·seen this • d.readful tr~vestr of< 
'mourning, with the real·mouine.rs. strung .up to ·so ·great-:: 
a pitch of hysteria, · tha~ ·the ·streets · resp\md with theil\ 
piercing cries, can form an e-stimate of' the dreadful oon.:.. 

. sequences this custom sows in social life. . . , ·~ < • • " . .... 

Several permanent bad ~ses . of hysteria have developed 
from a day of mourning. , ~ ·. · . ,. ' · ~ : · · ~ .. . . . , .. :· .. ·. · . 

. The writ_er knows o( _ ~rtain. : maid-servants -s¥~-_,o.tf~ : 
. oondolence ·visit to a ·neighbouring. $tate ; who ·. b.eat: ·,th~i~ ' 

breasts so sev~rely as -t~ injure pertD.anently_ sonie :,ofth~· -· 
nerves ; and another 'maid~sei:Vint:' who . was··. asthmatic 
from that day. .. . · _ . ,., ·, . .·. · .-.. ·_. : ·_ i ~ • . 

· At least two Indian States in Kathiawal:h~ve now ·p~acecl · 
a ban on this barbarous c:Ustom~ _the fitst __ being--)1mbdi:J · 
whose ruler, Sir Daulat .Sinhji, shares·· wit~ ·the . ruie~: ·of 
Baroda the honour of being the foremo'st reformet Jn'~ndia. 

A certain prince once told the.wtiter that goingthr~ugh 
the streets of an Indian t<?wn one· day, he found the road 
blocked by a number of women-moutners of ·the . bette.r 
class. Their .hai.r had fallen · down, . the . head-covering 
also, and their breasts were bare, whilst a· crowd, with the 
vagabond element prevailing, . stood :around, aCtually . 
laughing and enjoying the fwi~ . . · ~ , · 
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' F.rom the moment of bereavement till the end of a ~m­
p1cte year no opportunity is given for the healing hand of 
time to Cure the wound : it is kept deliberately open by this . 
custom_ of-· qaving professio~ 'mourners. This pro­
fessional mourning is counted as an honour ~o the dead • 

.Another Hindu· custom; injurious to the health of the 
very young, is the "A vrat" vow which terminates on 
the day preceding 'the fi.rst:day of the new moon ·of the 
month of Ashad_._August. . . ' ; .... · 

" .. ' This vow is' part of a miscellaneous collection of vows, 
all o( which have, for their object, the· gaining· of ;-Some 
worldly, benefit. • -· · , 

The "Avrat" vow, which obliges 'a young unmarried 
: ~dian girl duting five. consecutive years from the lith to 
. the x'th day of the dark half of the month of Ashad, 
·,to . keep awake the whole of the 14th night till the x ~th 
, .evening, is fa~-- the long ·life of a future ·husband. Th_e 
. · writer.·has seen the ·vow kept religiously by ladies of the 

.2enana. who ~ave a whole troop of maid-servants to sing, 
~ance and play ~ith them the whole night. The piteous 

. condition of the girls towards the I' th evening, as with 
reddened eyes they are driven-in the case of 2enana girls­
to the lake where their little ~fi."e$gs,..:...pots of sowed 
wheat· and barley and a ·clay image of the goddess,-are 
itru:D.ersed, must be .. seen to he realised. 
· Many of.these girls are of tender age and they, too, reap 
unhappy consequences ; some are seriously ill for days 
afterwards -; but 'the awful fear engendered by the super-. 
stition that a ·girl_ who does not doth~" Avrat" becomes 
a widow, is too 'irretrievable a disaster not to want to 
avoid it, at any cost. ,~ 

. The pathos of it all lies in the fact that several girls 
. ~- . 
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who, ~ith fullest faith, have religiously· kept the " 4, vta~;u 
vow have yet become widows. · , _ · . , . · · . 

Certain fasts can be ameliorated by. eating " phal-3.hat , 
(corrupted in Kathiawar into u faral "). · ; A :whole lis~ o~ 
allowed eatables comes under. this : heading : potatoes,. 

/ . •. . ' . . .. ' ' 

roots of every kind, ladies' -fui.gers, spinach and. a, certain 
kind of rice, though the original word. means fruit alone~· 

,There .is another strange .. ·aistom. which._ req~es. of 
most Indial) g~s the complete shaving of her head at least 
once in youth.· . The writ of the old ~omen insists on this 
as es .. sential, especially after,· chickenpox : · for; it says,; 
if this is not ·done lightning may fall o~_.the girl, or h,ei 
eyes ~uffet in old age. ' · . · · . · '. . , .. . .. 

Many a fine head of hair ha.s beqt, -sacrificed to·· ,this~ 
. tradition : thewr!.ter saw the in.jurydone to two h.eads ofhai.t. 

Another custom, which is ~gerous in the .. extreme-; 
because of ·the infection it · spreadS-is that· of taking· 

. smallpox patients after ten days to'the ~brine of the goddess 
Shital : the sc~bs are left there as a "vqtive-oif~nng:: ·· · .' ·;: .: 

No thought of'gerins,· or the infection left there, det~· 
these people from the committaneeofthis a_~: the. Iridian: 
masses care naught for' germs; ·The' eareless ,way' ·:they. 
spit about the ·place; ~~eir .. nose-blowing, · · displayln.g ,a· 
callousness to themselves. -and to others; has to , be ·seen io. 
be believed. · · · · · :· ' .. ·_ , ' · 

At several boys', schools, there 'is an' illotted time ~ot the 
blowing of noses, .. and every boy. in the scHool' leave~ 
his class, blows his nose between ·finger and ihuri?.b,--· 
violently or temperately, anywhere,~d every finger ·and 
thumb, then, wipes)tself automatically 'on the nearestwa,ll 
·or post · · ~- · · ' · · ·. ·· · '\ ·~ : · · 1 · ·· 

• -' " . ' - 1. ,' ·- -, • •• ~ ' - -~ 

The headmaster of one of these schools ~ld the writ~ 
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· in. all seriousness, that £n.ding the continual nose-blowing 
of his pupils made havoc in the time of lessons, he had 
deputed' his assistants to·· fix . a special -time, when the 
whole school en ·masse ·could do it once for all. There 

-was no thought-of discarding the action altogether. . 
'The writer once saw the platform of a station1 before a 

-Prince's .-~aloon · thoroughly swept and cleaned, and a 
few minutes afterwards a banq of young men pass by who 

.· . ~ . . . 

. without an~ FOOsidetation, w~tsoever, spewed ~treanis 
of betel juice from .out of their ·mouths on to the freshly 
cleaned pl~tfonn._ c . · .· •. . . . .. · • •• ~ 
' Another inconsiderate cu_stom is the sprinkling otpaint 
and coloured water. during the famous . " Holi " festival 
on every passer-by.. . · ;_ · · · · ; :' ··. . · 

.. . Where. the', mete s'pnnktipg of coloured water is 
. concerned, . the ' festival ' is . fauly haimless, possibly 
·. beneficierit> · .· ~ · . · 

i· '· 

:~: A_. prince once. told the .writer- it was the only way to 
· get a section pf the people to .was~ itself and its clothes­
. but the ruining of the clothes of another by strong dyes, 
the ab~se hurled at_ evecyone make this festival not unlike 
that of the Roman_ Saturnalia. It is permissible fot the 
" loafer-class," · fot whom the writer's princely friend 
assures' her -the Holi · was primarily intended, to shower 
abuse ·on each and every one at Holi time. ' 

· .The filthiest language is us~d and it is. tr~ted as part of 
the' day's. amusement: respectable women are obliged 
to remain in theit houses fot,. at least, the three principal 
~ays of the Holi. ·. · _ -

Certain wise princes are now passing emergency laws to 
-deal with the nuisance. · 

• a Rajkot. 
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One quaint and pleasant Indian custom,' which . claims ·.· 
some religious authority, is. the placing. of pen; .. ~· and ' 
paper, and coloured rice in pretty patterns, to· entice; tl:ie ·· 
Goddess of Luck-Vidhata-to write the good~f<;>ttime · 
of the newly~bom baby. . . ' ., ' ' . ' . ·. '' . .-; .·.. :. ''·· .· 

• - '. = • . • '· •. . -~ . ' 

The ceremony proper takes place on the sixth• day ·after' ; 
the child is hom.~ : A Brahlnin-priest recites ·.the necessary· 
incantations, and the ·Child is left alone in the ,room for: i :. 
few min~tes with the ·coloured ri~, the pen ~d the .. papet. : 

The paper rem:iins always blank, the pen and ink appear , 
unuse.d, but it is firmly believed that.Vidhata has done her:. 
duty, and th~ destiny of the child has 'heen carefully and 
Propedy recorded · . ·: · · · : . · ·" · · · · : 

I .. I ' ' ~ ' ~ 

The propitiation ··of the many· . gads·. and. goddesses is··,. 
a great bus~ess iri the live~ of these shJ:lple ;In~.an P~?P~~·. 

It has been suggested that thos·e. Indians who. have· had.· 
educational facilities,.have now no time fu.·thciJ: .B~sier. · 
u;es for the comparative ' ~ frills '· of·pictutesque~~di~~ir:~~: 

· But the writer cari :vouch' that thes~ . ClJ.stom:i ~ still"preva;I . 
in the houses of the great and the educated, as . w.ell as· . .ili~. 
those of the poor and the igno!~t. . .·. : :·. · . : <. :· '- : ' ·J ·,· .,~ ; ( ·· 

The slow dance round a smill. brazier of· charcoal fire·· 
at sunset for nine days pr~ceding 'I:?asser.all~~ and-:on.:the 
nig~t of the n 'asserah, chanting certain ~ongs,·· ··is'·'a well~. : 
known method ofpropitiating'the.goddess. ·. ,; _:• :' ::.\ ·.·, .·: · 

It is also believed that duritig these· ten days~· ·she' rides. 
in her chariot through the sky; and woe beti~e the unl1:1cky · 
wight who, during these days, sleeps in the open, o.t Un.der . 
a tree ! . . . -: ' · · . ·: ·· . · · ' 
Th~ writer kn~ws ·of a maid-setvant, · iri a certain palac;· 

in Kathiawar, who has' one leg several inches"shorterthan 
the other, because,-she assures ·everyone~_and ~ertai.nly 
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· hdieves it herself,-she slept during the Dasserah days, 
under a, tree, and the Goddess' chariot went over her leg • 
. At weddings, the Hindu ·bride and bridegroom have 

to walk round the sacred fire three times, the woman's 
sari tied to the man's neck-cloth. · · ·· . . . 

. Amongst the poorer classes, the first of the bridal pair 
·to sit down after these citcumambulations/ is destined by 
fate to be' the virtual ruler of the house : so it is believed . 

. Neither th~ bride nor bridegroom, in a becoming state 
. of modesty, can at this time make any personal attempt to 
decide this for themselves, but the friends and relatives of' 
bride and bridegroom do tty to help ·the fates by pulling 
their respective clients to the seat first., . · 

It is very serious, and very funny to watch. 
:, Another . cu~to~ is the curious one· of advertising the 
forthcoming advent . of a first child by sending out 
invitations. to friends to be present_ at a seventh month 
ceremony called" Agani ,, (fire). .. 
: ·. The· religious prayers. recited on this occasion have 
. spiritual authority ; but not the additions of iuggestive 
songs and the brother-in-law's slap, ~ith a hand covered 
with red powder ·to make a red mark, on the cheek of his 
sister-in-law. 
. The· expectant ·mother he~vily draped, supported by 

her girl friends, walks to the place where the "pooja" 
· i~ to be done, and from her bed-room. to the place of 
worship, an unmarried girl goes before her and places a 
betel nut and a piece of money under each foot of the 
expectant mother over which she treads. This money and 
the betel nuts go to the girl afterwards and are specially 
prized as auspicious. · · 

Nails must be collected and thrown in water : hair 
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must not bf; bumt or the owner's head will nod in old -~ge 'i, 
a married woman must not wash he1: hair o~ .Tuesday, 
because it brings danger to the husband ; nor on Wednes­
day, for then the brothers suffer. One. who retums from 
~ journey must see on his tetum sometlling aUspicious;·_ 
and as ·the most auspicious· sight. is that ·of a virgin ( o; _a 
married woman) with a full waterpot on he:r head,' this is 
ensured by keeping a bevy of ladies ' with water~pots ·on· 
their heads :ready to meet relative or guest before' the house 
is entered. · These ·~om~ ·with ·water-pots always meet 
Princes and great people.~ . ' .· .·. ~:- . . . . . . 
. An Indian child does not ·get ·its name in the sa.nle 
haphazard manner of the child ofthe West. . . : 

The hoW:· and ~ute of _the .IncUan child's birth are· 
very carefully noted : . the faniuy priest. waits outside the 
confin.ement chamber . of ri~-- and . po~r . alike; . . ancl it is .· 
he who looks up the syllables .to5tart aname :which' will · 

.~ . . ... . .. ~ . . " .. ~: ·•'·· ' ~ . .: •' . .. . . . .. ' .. 

prove ausptctous to a child hom .at. that patt;.tcul~ · tune, 
and no Hindu parent would dteaiD. pfgiving a name· nat : 
beginning with the ~yllables giv~ .. ·· . .. : . . _ . , . ·: . · ~· ; :· __ . · .. : 

The beautiful festival of lig~ts (the Diwali) on·t;he hst 
day of the Hindu year. is tOO-well-known for ·.description.; ; 
Not so well-known is the fact that the_ little festal '' g~ee ~, 
lights have a distinct purpose, apart from the ordinary one 
of illumination ; they are to light the way for the Goddess 
of Fortune. . .. · .. : - -: • __ ··' ~- ·. ·: ~· ···-: , · '~< : .·.·' 

Dire misfortune awaits the owners of the Unlighted hou5e~ 
if the goddess by ch~ce descends in her chariot to discover 

. . . ' . 

the reason of the lights not being there.· · · ·~ ~ . · 
Two other customs, which introduced. in Western 

~untrles ~ght prove_ us~_ preCedebtst insist that a . 
wife on a VlSlt to her parents must be· re-escorted home the 
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fits~ time she visits them either by the husband or some 
male member· of his house, or she remains there for ever ; 

. and in certain communities, the Patel and Patidar ones 

. for' ~stance,· the£ parents· of a married daughter have to 
SUJ;>ply her. with her clothes all her life, exactly as if she. 

, were · still · a maiden. under .. their protection. It is the 
custom, also~ of you! tiue Indian lady never to repeat the 

·name of her husband, .and in ·this .connection an extra­
ordinary contr~temps 'occurred, quite recently, at a certain 

·wayside statiori.· . · . · • . • · ' · . • . . · · 1 . 

A respectable Brahmin woman got down from a third 
. class compartment, which had.no bath-toom atrangements, 
for a' few miriutes, and was 'unfortunately left behind by 

~- ' ' ". •• ' ' ·. I . . I 

the train ; . §.till mo~e unfortunate!? her husband was asleep 
in the comp~~t at the time, arid ~us the weeping lady 
:was completely 'stranded; . ' . . . ~ . . 

·The usual crowd co~ected, but nothing would make the 
· wife repeat her husband's name. . . . · . 

. ·. Th~ station. master, also a Hindu, respecting her pre­
. jcidiq;s~ 'finally wired along the line her caste and description, 
and as there. was also a. husband with a missing wife at 

·the junction ahead,- this faithful Hindu wife rejoined her 
· husband, having obeyed the Hindu scriptures that say that 
God's name, the King's name, and the husband's name 
must' never be repeated in public. 

Most orthodox..Hindu husbands as well as wives will 
never repeat each other's names: there is a ·~uperstition 
that this ~ill bring about the early death of one or the other. 
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·-IN l_. :MAltARA JA~S. · cOl:iinA.im 
. ~ .· ' ~ 

T HE ~~stem wo~d.rea~s a~out ·¥ah~jas, Maruitma~, 
· · Brahmins, Pundits, Shastns, and~ sharp descent~ 
of the untouchables" at the very bottom ofthe. social classes • 

. But in between. these classes· is a ·medley of other classes; 
completely differet;tf ?~e ~n,t the. oth~r,"whq ~eithe~ int~: 
marry, nor eat in the saine hou~~ even with eac;h 9ther.· They 
have but one single . ~g in. common,: rl.Ut' of· being'_ an 

"Indian. 
Let the reader pass'with.~e writer throug~ th<: ~ort}rard 

of an lndia_;l. prinCe, ancl meet' som~ of the~e intermediate 
classes, and ·gam some· insight intQ ·tp_e ~iV(!S of a .0.Wnp~1" of 
Indians whom few of the West:em .world ·Will ever kOow: 

# . . . ... •... .. •.. ·. ,, . ' · , ....•• . · . "' 

Seated at the . zenana-dodi-:-d.oor-7is the .. Arab Jemadar, 
who is head of the Arabs .who gl1ard ·the ~ttance to th~ 
zenana. This one is typic;afo£ his kin"d~ · ~ssy and often 
irritable, but has· a heart of gala. He~ is.· past-n:laster.at 
the art of anecdote-tellirig and . there :is. always ·.one in' 
which generosity shines , out as ·the supreme. virtu¢, and 
he himself, though poor, is one of these, generous souls. 

Like most Arabs, he can sing and danre, but his "din.cing 
days were over when.· he. grew a paunch, and topped the 
scale at fifteen. stone~ , -· , . · 

He roles his Arabs with a rod of ira~· ;_t1d. they. are 
occasionally at daggers drawn, literally as well:as figw:atively. 

. 6 .. 
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Ii6,· ~~leeps as befitting an Arab, with one eye open and 
the writer has seen him come to his feet from deepest 
s~eep with . dagger, drawn1 from cummerbund, in hand 
when someone to test him, deliberately dropped a book 
close to where his head lay on· the stone floor. · 

He is a· splendid cook and when g1.1ests are expected, 
he· is. generally in full. charge of the Moghul kitchen. 
He is. expert at making sherbets, " attabs '~-scents-and; 
with some regret ·one must. note, tonics for dilapidated 

· youths, · : · · · . · * . . . l . · •• ~ 

He· is a master of magic-though the Koran looks on 
this 'Y.ith disfavour~d knows many Charms ; his most 
f3:mous. ones . being the .cure of scorpion . stings .. by ~om­
manding the pain to come down the limb an~ . disappear 

· at the tip of finget or toe.. ·He cures toothache by driviD.g 
~ . . ~ t ,· 

. a bit of. wood into the ground with certain incantations. 
· The writer ~ften found a· swollen cheeked patient or a 
victi?t of a scorpion-sting, obeying injunctions: for his 

. ·cures ire supposed to. be efficacious and he does theni not 
for 111oney, but for love of humanity. . , 
, He told the writer that when he was a boy his mother 

· fed him with roasted scorpion tails, and that no scorpion 
poison has since ha~ any effect on his system. 
· . He added that many ~ Arab· mother did this; carefully, 
and wisely, refraining, however, from informing their 
children what they were eating : but readers must accept 
this tale very cautiously, for when· the writer enquired 
further about the matter from a young. Arab fresh from 
Arabia, he appeared to be seriously annoyed. 

The J emadar loves gossip, but it is never spiteful. 
· He has little respect for the fair sex : possibly the zenana 
has got too much on his nerves. He told the. writer with 
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conviction and sincerity, that it was one of 'ihe sa4d~t., 
truths of life, that the best men inva#a,bly drew the ·worst 
wives in the matrimonial lottery. · ·· 

His faithfulness to his salt is unquestioned. . ; 
· He was once a '' Khalifatist," but his Arabs, straight 

from Arabia, gav~ him a very di££erent version to the one . 
he had read in the vemaculat extremist p~pers and in his 

•OWO expressive phrase, . his . " . stopnch OOW . bums " at 
the money he gave to the Angora fund fo~.the Kh¥. , , . · _· 

In the courtyard, in ari office .all his own, 'even mote .· 
important than the AtabJemadar, is.the Huztiri, orie of the 
men nearest to the Maharaja : holder of the· privy purse. · 

He keeps the Prince's private accoUn.ts, and has .. an . 
. · accessibility that is envied. by. even the Dewans of States. 

The Huzuri feels his o'wn impOrtance;. one .. ~~~ ... ~t:, · 
he walks pompously ·and' views ·the ~orld with' ·self-.· 
satisfaction ; and tradesmen and Visitors .of the · smallet 
kind fawn upon him as sole arbiter o(the~fate~ . . ''.: ' ' · .. 

He wears spotlessly clean, white, flowing gamients, .. 
and round his head is a neat, ·sman turban in tightly wound 
muslin · · ... · · · · ·. · ,.~: . . . . . ' ; . 

The Huzuri boys and .. Putta-vallas . {literally--belt- ' 
bearers-peons, of whom more anon.j are direcily U.ndet 
him and he rules them with a tocl of iron: .. · . · · · 

It is· only in front· of the Maharaja that any Huzuri 
ever appears meek. · · · · · 

He is honest ~d faithful to his master, but ·the dexterity"' 
with which he gets himself out of a difficult· .situation, 
and puts the man he dislikes in one· of the worst has in it 

. the elements that might well earn the envy of the present-
day politi~an. &·. 
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" ... ', E;e is, generally~ a Rajput, or a mixture of Rajput and 
· Khava~, ~d though. he. is a conservative in ~his home, 
. h.e is. very. fond of food • servec:I in ~Ottect English style, 
having visited ·Europe with p.is master. . ;He is a great 

. admirer of all 'thitlgs European, and often dilates on the 
busy El:tglish people i dtawing · an. invidious comparison 

:between . the~ . and : Indians.··. The. English p~ople, he 
told his men, had littJe time to spare, and he .never s~w 
th~m t~kipg o~ loi~ering on the road like they did 1n India. 

· Outside ~the· Huzuri's ··office or the diessing rooms of · 
_ th~ p~inc~ ~it the, huzuri b~ys, standing when the great 

ones of the ~ourt pa~s, ·clothed Jn perfectly fitting clothes, 
... and· in their brightly coloured turbans is pinned the gold· 

' ' j. '. I< ... 't ,. -~ • ' • ,. 

crested miniatUre of their master; the Maharaja. 
~' ; These boys .hay~ now, <'been more ~r less, replaced by 
. a modem innovation-the ~ide-de-camps~ · . . . 

!, -.The"'duties of the" huzuri" boys are many and varied, 
·from . that. of · ~ssisting iri the dressing of their prince, 
l<;>oking 'after pis clothes and jewels ap.d writing minor 
~.notes;to the holding-of his· spittoon ~d the putting on 
~r off of hi~ boots.' ~earing no one'but their master, they 

, carry all responsibilities. lightly, living to the full the 
.• motto : ' " eat, . drink. and be merry, for to-morrow we &" . . 

e. . . . . . . I 

For they die: often as·far as their dignity is concerned: 
··of~en· supers~ded, many times degraded. But ~ey have 
a splendid time while thett· day lasts : . accompanying their 
!!laster on hi's many travels; gaining much of largesse, and 
shining in the reflected glory of their master. They are 
generally Rajputs: often ·the same clan as the Maharaja 
himself or distant relatives. . • 

· Their forefathers were once large landlords, but the 
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earning of-too many sons has split- up the large' lan4¢~. 
property to mere fields ; · and withjn . a few. generatio:hs; 
the Maharaja's. once. powerful sirdars . ~e.c9me pe~.lan4~·: 
holders, glad tp take any so~ of post at~ the. co~ of tl1eit 
kinsman: to ·bask in his smiles c;)r wilflinder._hi$·frowos, 

• -t ·- . ' '. ; ,_ : , .: ... - . J·, , .... - ' 

provided they taste a~ of the lost grandeur o.f ~cit past. 
ancestors, . , · _ 

. ~ 'As their. posts are,· more or less; C:feated ones, they,·\vho 
are so easily. replaced, are neve! missed; ·_. · . ·. · · .i ;, : 

The Ganjar or barber is one ot the: indisp~nsable people 
of life. . . · .· · :. · 

. ' ,' .• • • .. 'f' ·, ' -~- ' ~ . ... ' • - _.· .• 

He is. considered '_a · low-class ·. ·ma;r. ;· ~ he ~annat· enter 
·kitchens, and water catll1ot be· drunk from his hands. · · . 

• , ~ " ' ! ·liJ. + I ~ .. ~ 'J: "' .'_ _.. , . ' • . 

One is confronted. :w-ith a: strange ,contraqiction he~e :.: 
for it is. the barbet·vrho massages; piriche~ and squeezeS 
the body of the most sacred person:inthe' State;: that 'o£ 
His Hig~ess himself; a.nd the. w,ri~er.: has .seen :.~~n(~t 
the table of, at, least,' ~on~ ~oderii prin~e~ bririgmg~' in 
the hot, unleavened brea~ on the·p~of pis·_hard,. h~,:: 
to be slapped down pn the heavy silver trays.: ·. His'o~din~ty~ 

duties of hair~~~g,: shav~g .and. ~tt!ng o~ .r,tails' 4?~~ 
to the very_ qruck, are as nothing to·, his .. ~utt~~- o( to~c:h~ 
bearer and wag. , . · . . . . . 

It is his age~ld priVilege·' to bear a· ~ore~; eith~:r-. iri ·a 
procession, in hls gayest. attire; ·or. at a statlop.'or waysid~ 
place when the Maharaja arrives after 'swiset, lighting up· 
the inky darkness with hright splotches··of .• col~~r;.·an.d 
making a scene of almost : barbaric splendour ! ' from 
the skin bottle cpntaining sweet ·seasamum . oil. in. his 
left hand he replenishes his torch fro~ #e to time; when· 
its brilliance tends to growi dim. · · . . .. · · · , , :' · ~ -. , · '· . . 

He is somewhat of a dan_dy where clothes~e conc~rned 
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. with his neatly buttoned short coat, his long loin cloth 
arid IPs tightly v.round turban, and the lig~~ from his 
torches brings into shining prominence every sheen of 
_silk~ every glisten of gold or glint on jewelled buttons, 
inclu~g hiin withthe royal people whose way he lights­
an· unforgettable picture. The bar~er is a trained wag and 
the mdancholy of his face,-Indianbarbers are trained not 
to laugh,-miSieads the lln.initiated only. · . ~ 
\ His. pres~~ce .in ·the ~ervants' quarters is always the 

. her_ald .of peals of. laughter; in ~hich he himself is never 
1rooWI1 td join.. . ' . 
' ·. He, too, is a faithful .fellow, and though the· means of 
killirig are so · readilt at h:inp; th~ writet was told that it 
has~ever b~enk:nown, even in the lawless days, of a barber 

,having murderc;cl. his patton. He is very versatile: 
some of them have learnt how to shingle, and to shampoo, 

.. .,. 
· the ·use of ice)otions, and the trimming of a moustache 
in_ true Charlie Chaplin manner. . • . .. 
· .. But they prefe.f:" .the old ~ greased ringlets;. the~ long 
mou~taches ·deftly twisted and tied up" with something 
resembling a. chinstrap· round 'the ears at night, to induce 
the correct martial sweep, thit Princes favour no more. 

Yet it must be a very modem Iridian still, to sacrifice the 
most coveted P?~session of an Indian male: his moustache; 

·which is shaved off only during ·a period of mourning. . . 

More often than not, gossiping with the Huzuri ~oys, 
. are the peons-putta-vallas--of any and every caste, 
except ~at of the untouchable. · . ·· 

When they walk through the ba.Zaar in their red turbans 
edged· with gold, in their white uniforms·. with the red 

.bands fro~ shoulde~ to waist on which are the badges of 
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their office in silver, or gold : their red loin cloths tied· · 
coquettishly, to droop low over their right hip, they always . 
attract attention. · · .. · 
'The peons have their own methods_ of extracting tips_; 

no name goes before the Huzuri without the. whisper of .. 
largesse. They become. disgracefully ragged togethe~ whe~ .. 
a question of new clothes come~ up, taking the heart out 
of all' opposition, or proposers of. econorillc cuts : the 
suddenness alone, of. their . dilapidated dress giving them . 
away. They are fond of.dainties, and not above sampling·. 
their master's food when chance· throws a casual· tifiin---
basket their way: . . . · • . · 

When the Maharaja goes ap.ywhere as ·a, guest, they eat_ 
far more than he· does, and their demands at~ the kitchen.,, 
are often couched in so ambigiious_ a manner as to leave 
the impression that it. is ' the Maharaja·. himself ,who · is , 
perpetually hungry.· .: , , . . , · ~ ,_ . . ' ... 

Their methods of eva,ding work, il publishea in ~oak- . 
form, would i:uri into several volumes, and be,· of its-kind,·· 

• .... • • < " 

uruque. , . , .. • ,_ . . 
The writer remembers one huttiorous: instance of this- . ,.,., ' . 

evasion; she once gave a set ·or dusters to each ~eparately;. · 
and, to be sure they were kept cleiul, she insisted.' on each' · 
man b.ritiging his set to her every . night .. '. This .. scheme . 
appeared an excellent o~e, till the ~accide~tal--c:llscovery 
that one set of these dusters, set religiouslf apart~· nearly 
folded and spodessly clean, and never used, was brought 
for the nighdy inspection. They are never at a loss for an . 
explanation, and if driven in a comer~ disa.rin. one . by . 

~• ~ 

meekly pleading forgetfulness. t . · · · , 

It is hard to fin~_their good points, but thef are obedient 
on occasion : post letters without ret?J.oving 'the stamps-
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. ·though sometimes a day or_ two late-and when it is the 
only\way to secure a peaceful life they work.·. 

,. .. 
' :-" ~ ~ 

, One must make way here for theu Poojari," or priest, 
who is, perforce a Brahmin. You mus_t not touch him, 
or he.will be obliged to bathe ag~ as' he has to arrange the 

. various .. things necessary for the ¥aharaja's prayers (poojat). 
In the beautiful room of marble, set apart for prayers, 

.. he places . on one sandal-wood · seat 'the picture . of the . 

. ~~Yt deity,' _the"'· ~cented agar-batfi......:..incense-sticks; the 
: .httl~ silver recep~cle to hold ~e · ghee and cotton-wick, 
· the. silver bell, the pot· of water :with its quaint spoon, 
· and tl_J.e silver tray £lied 'with· jasmine, roses· or oleanders. 
· ... The :first two flowers are offedngs to the'sun, and oi:ie by 
- one._in a silver-spoon of water to the tune of the " Gayatri 

·_. Mantra " the sub.-god accepts them : the second, ·beloved 
, flo)Ver of:Mahadev:a, the:great-god, are-offered to Him~ 
.·-~ :., ~on:. another' s~,dal-wood' seat facing this . one, the 
M~aja sits to prayers, and the poojari places tlie soft wool­

•· Jeri aJanaJ, over mats of dah-grass, prescribed by his religion. 
. ·The' priest in loose 'loin cloth, his sacred thread standing 
. out 'in. white relief from shoulder to waist on his dark 

shining body,· his bare head shaven except f~~ the lo~k of. 
hair at the· back of his head which is tied in a knot : his 

.forehead s~e~!~4 with ·sandal-wood, insigrua of his own 
. morning prayers, is ·.rarely. seen thus by the., European, 
' who sees him .. at mundane tiffies when wearing his 
. ordinary clothes ·: · a coat~ a dhoti-Iom cloth-or loose 
trousers, and a sm.alJ. tutban with the gold side higher than 
the other. · · • 

·The priest avoids shoes: if possible, bu~ he has a pair of 
. 1 The modem Maharaja .is discarding this old' custom. 
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slippers, the toes of which tum up at the ends, and one.cai:i· . 
only see them lying outside the Durbar steps ; · for no tnie · 
Hindu wears shoes either in the palace or the courtyard ·of 
akin. ' ' g . --· ' .. 

The priest is one of the most important of nien, indis- · 
pensable at all religious ceremonies, and these are many. 
It is he who knows exactly what to do when the p!W.ets' ·. 
are unfavourable, who fixes the days necessary for. fastinK ~-
and the prayers necessari for propitiation. · 

We have already r~~ted. his business of loolqng up · 
an auspicious letter to start the name of a child, and his·~·. 
science enables him to tell his· clients whether the hour of· 
birth is an auspicious one or n.o~ and how to ward· off the . 

. impending evil if it is not: whether the child. will bnng·· 
misfortune to the father or grandfather_,_the mother hatdly, 
counts-and the ri~es necessary t~ be pe,rformed to pr~v~t. · 
thi 

. 1 . . ' ·, .:• . ' s ca am tty. . : ·. · : · • · · ··.,. · . · . ·· · · 
1

. • ·~ 

. The writer knows of an' instauce· wheri a' royal' baby ' 
botn ~der an unpropitious sigtt :was not. sho~ ·, t<;» the : 
father or grandfather' until a month .·and· a, quarter )ud. 
passed. · · .. · · ·· . · ··.. . · ~ · : ' : .. ·· 

It is the priest again who compares the horoscopes of. 
those about to wed. · . · . ·' . ··.·:. ·· 
· .. Few Hindu parents, ancient or modem, will venture·. 
to question theBa~i's1 dictum. . ' · · .· ... ,' .. · · ... · ~ \. 

At the opening of a new house, it is he again, who recites · · 
the necessary incantations that will drive away . any ·'evil ' 
spirits in need of a habitation, who p1;opi~tes the. spirits':. 
of any whose abodes may have been ruthlessly. disturbed ·· 
in the process of building, and who 'engineers the house­
w~g feast where visitors pa.rta.ke.of the ·expiatic_ni-feast 
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THE INDIA THAT IS INDIA 

. ·-necessaty, to prevent the sin of the killing of insect·life 
.. ~uring the process_ of building, falling · on the owner 
·alone. .• . . .· . . 
. The.prl~~t i~ a man of many parts, and it seems an irony 

i of ~ate, Put with all this inne: .~gw!edge at his disposal, 
he himself is not always able to have, or to hold, the fortune 

· that he invokes fat othets • 
' t ' . 

. 

,. The Working .maid-servants b~oog to· the zenana proper, 
but they are part of ~e inner courty~ds~ . They are a 
noisy lot of women, .some of them far from cle~ but very 
h . " ' .. . ' ard.. working. · · .. . .· . · · . 

They rise at 4 o'clock in the mom.ing, summer Ot winter, 
to chum the curdled buffaloes' milk that makes the buttet 

· aft~ards to be made intoghee. They must finish their 
. churning early to get through the day's work; for aftet 
. four -·o'clock' ~h~. their slack time commences, it is not 
considerec\ auspicious . to chum butter : ' buttet-chuming 

. after- four o'clock·~ the evening brings·" heaviness, to 
· the Mahuaja. . · · _ · 

The maid-servants ate gross eatets and have no regular 
bouts either for meals or work.· · · ' 

. . . They. belong :.mostly to the " Khavas " caste, a caste 
··that has lax ideas about the sacredness of the marriage bond, 

· which is made or broken very easily.1 

The Brahmin priests, however, officiate; but at the first 
marriage only: all forth-coming. marriages being celebrated 

· in a. quairit fashion : the woman puts a pot of water in her 
prospective husband's house, and on his lifting it up, 
the new marriage is ratified. 

)J 
~ . . . 

1 This applies to Khavaa Menials. The writer knows of Khavases who follow 
implicitly the !Ujput way of living and the !Ujput code of morals. 
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Strangely enough this marriage is also counted legal 
and it takes some trouble to annul it. It is to be supposed 
that a class whose ideas of morality are so elastic are not 
C:apable of conjugal fidelity; but whilst they live.with a 

- man they are rarely unfaithful to hiin. .. 
It is a class that cannot change its views on life easily, . 

and ·· these views are necessarily , restricted by the very 
narrowness of their little lives. . - _ 

European standards of cleanliness _are ~ot easily accjuired . 
by them, and however perfect they may ~e in their powers 
of imitation, any .relaxation of vigilance, even fo.r a day, 
means a falling back to their own old methods. · .They 
are, nevertheless, very· willing aeatutes with any amorint . 
of endurance "where hard wo.tk is concemed; and in their 
own walk of life; absolutely indispensablC? to the mistresses 
they serve. - · ' 

' ... .. ~ 
. . ' . _..,. +' ' . 

The Bhoee is the water-beare.t. .. He brings the palace -
drinking water from a specially reserved well, and 
is always accompanied by a.n Arab,. with ~ · drawn _ 
sword. 

He carries the water in covered brass-pots, held in· . 
suspended rope receptacles attached to the two ends of a 
bamboo carried-over his shoulder. ~ -. 

The water is the most important thing in an-Indian" 
household : not for its utility alone; but because of the _ 
belief that any profane touch of the water will_ mean ·the 
.religious defilement of a whole'household. _, .. 

Water touched by a person of aJ?.Other religion : water 
touched by a member of another community or a lower 
caste; or by one in whose house or family there has been 
a recent death or birth : water touched by a woman in . 
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her menses are all alike taboo to your orthodox Hindu, 
who' will thitst to death rather than drink of this forbidden . 
water.·. • . , 
, ·· The·" Bhoee" :fills a. gr~ many number of water pots 
for cthe royal househ'old to drink during ·a day, but his 
task is co~$iderably lightened by many leisurely ho~rs of 
rest; for he waits long, an~ gossips much, outside the 
zenana· .courtyard,· before the dilato:ty maid-servants find 
time to come out ~ith their. own brass~pots: to take over the 
fresh wa~er. ' ·.~ ' . '~ . . ' ' ' . ~ . . . .. • 

. . ·. The ~ate~;carrier dresse~ :in· clean w~te ga.rp1ents, an~ 
·· wears a colo~red n,ttban w1th long flowtng ends ; he has 
. rings ' of l?rass" or silver, . accordingT\ to his wealth, in. his 

. , • ~ . .. • I • .•~' { +I•· f " ' ' f' ~ • ~ . ,. ears · · .. . · ·· . , , · • ., 
· · ~ ills ,·d;utr. ·ends with the brin:ging. oi the drinking. water. 
:In ·modern· palaces pipes are' laid on iri every room, but, 

; · ~-~s sttangeJand of many contradictions, it ~y not come 
. a~ SO great . a SUrprise as might be expected, tO learn that 
even a high. class Brahmin," who would shu,dder to eat or 

. drink anYthing 4t the establishment of another, may drink 
' ' 

~ pipe:-water. ~- · _: · · · . : •. ~. ·. · 
. . · . The'.' .. '· ~hoee " holds a very important place in all highly 
· · orthodox Hindu· establishments, but his trustworthiness 
d.oe~ not appear to be above suspicioni? R~yal Households, 

· as the ubiquitous .J\rab and his sword proclaim. . .. - \ . .,_ .. 
·" 

. . The cc Charan , is an extempore poet, attached to every 
Indian court, and ~s ~se. or blessing is believed to possess 

,. i • power. . ., . 
To o.ff~d a~' Ch~an" is still considered by the majority 

of Indians, rich and poor alike, a misfortune. . . 
In olden days ;~hCA bad debts were· difficult to collect, 
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the ubiquitous " Charan " instituted himself the court of · 
appeal. . · · 

For a large sum of money, he took up his positi~n in 
front of the defaulter's house,.. refusing to eat or drink till . 
the debt was paid. On the third day~ if the debt-remained · 
unpaid, the ·." Charan was supposed to stab hims~. to · · 
death with a dagger, the idea beitig that . the < sin of a . 
"Charan's ''·death would fall on the obstinate. defaulter;· 
It is on record that few debtors allowed matters t~ go so 
far: but there · are cases · where . " Chatans " have . been ·. 
allowed to. die, and have. actually died. In this. mstance .. 
the writer remembers ~ . case that occurred. quite recently. "' . ·"·• 

in 1fount Abu, when a member of this Ca.ste who had some .. 
grievance. ag~st a Sirdar. of Sirohi, and IUd appealed in 
vain for Agency intervention:. entered the office of the' 
Agent to the Governor-General, and with his· petition ir!. · 
his left hand ran his sword through his throat with his . ··. 
right. . ' .. . . ' .. : . . . i . 1• . < ~. 

The" Charan "varies, from the meaner type w~o wander 
about scaring respectable people by their . curses into . · 
giving them money and food, to· the quaint ininsttels with 
their one-stringed gourd-instrument-the . tamboora---who. 
gain money by their singing, up to the creani of them all,' ... 
refined poets; who in liquid tones, recite or read out teams: 
of flowing poetry at the big durbars of the Maharaja, .. 
praising, in no· scanty terms, the generosity they hope, ~o · 
sincerely, to' partake of at' the end of the Durbar .. .' 

This latter type is often an. important match-maker : . 
for he carries,-. for a fee,-:-descriptions of lovely bride or · 
noble bridegroom from one court to another; and his wit· 
and ready 'ingenuity gain for him many friends as well ~s .. 
largesse. · . · 
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· Like the court jester of old, no ceremony of address 
. binds hit;n: and he is allowed a good ·deal of license, 
daring to ~ay much, even to-day, that no other courtier 
would or ~auld dare,. and he often uses his liberty for the 

' 'goo'd of others. ' . . . 
. It was, at on:e 'time, considered obligatory on the pUt of 

all Indian princes to feed the ," Charans " of ~e_i; C?Wn or 
·neighbouring · States ; · . but some. of the , ".Charans "­

.: especially the women-hav~ proved a veritable nuisance ; 
and· this legacy of obligation .. froni the·. past no longer 

-~.conjures up any· conception o( the old grandeur when 
~c Charans , 'were counted.·· of the immortals ;' . and the 

· " Charap "-can rna longer count. upon hi~ Jree meals. 
' • f • ··<':.' 1' ' ·, II' ·l ', ' • --. ,_ ·~ • ~ 
I< • . . .. , , 

'< . The ': Chopdar" (herald). is another picturesque figure 
.. ·seen at ail the big.durbars, ·and at the nightly courts where 
·.$e, officers of the State come· to pay their respects to the 

" . ' ~·· ' I / , ., Maharaja. ·: :" : · · · .. ' ·' ·· · . ) ~... . · . · · ~ . . ·' , - . 
· He holds a gold-mounted· mace : his turban is of gold 

. ·'cord shot -~th green ~ith jaunty., gold tassels hanging 
· over· at· . one' ·side : .. he wears tight-fitting pantaloons, 

·. surmoU.nted by· a coat of white, and his gay gold-tissue 
. loin cloth is tied· in a knot at the side, over a dagger with a 

·:jewelled' hilt~· : ~., ·. . · · ·· ·· .. 
As the Maharaja alights from his· carriage or car the 

h~rald precedes him· to t!:te door of ·the durbar, clearing 
. the ·way, which is already cleared, with his drawn-out cry 
agar..:_meherbaan-salaam, ·".At a distance-His Highness­

. Salaam." , Stan.ding aside as the Maharaja passes, bent to' 
the ground in obsequiousness, he repeats his call. -

He calls out ·as each newcomer enters and salaams: 
and again when the Mamraja rises to lea;.e his court. 
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Sometimes at a court there are several_ '.' Chopda.fs ". 
together: the musical cry 1s taken up one after.the. other· 
making a musical medley not .~ without . effect : " .Salute ·. 
0 City I Hrs KnmNESs." . . 

The "Chopdars" duties are·varied: :he '.~ake5' .i>ut .. the 
durbar lists for signatu!'e : ·,on these are written the Prunes 
of all sirdars and notables of a State .and their pr~ence is · 
indispensable at a cou~ .· · · · 
. . It is his duty to •. inti:oduee aiidus~er in an ne\v poets . and 
singers ; unceremonlously ·. rotting . their .. petfo~ces 
short at. the slightest sign ;.of ·.6oredom .. from his . royal : 

. master, and introducing· others ·to . the P~esen~e . .. : : , 
It is indeed a liappy po~ o~. siri.ger,......:...truin or ·":<?~~ ·, 

· who, winning . the .fa voW: : of the Maharaj~s iriteres~ is .. 
allowed. to finish poem or· song~· / ' . •' ,' . ' , , I . • ·. . ; 'I 

. . .. . . . .. 
In processions th~ ~' Chop~" :w~s at the side of t:l?:~' '. 

Maharaja's . carriage, . the .· ve~. · embleint'.o£ pomp. ;_ati4'. 
circumstance. · . , · · 

But his fortune depends · up()ri his vOice, ·and ·when_.it,- · 
loses its bell-like quality, the · digtilii~d . post of ·herald, .· 
is also lost and .he . no - longet :·holds_: any·. positiori : at: 

urt 
. ' . . ' . · .. ·. ;· '.. . ... ,_ ' ., . 

co . 

The dancing-girl,'_ .. subject ~£ endl~ss ~Crirlclsm~ and dis- ': 
cussion, belongs to the night . .. : ~ ~ . · .· ·. ·. -' ~ .· . . :· '. ' ' · ; 

She wears voluminous skirt~, .a .' tight-fitting heavily , 
embroidered bodice, . covered :with a little Jacket_ ~d,_ a· . 
transparent costly sari: But when she is no longer a 

· virgin, she discards the jackef·fo.r a 'tholi. · Her . boldness . 
is part of her audacious fascination: . he.r mouth is· full . of 

. betel and her rov~g eyes seek o_ut likely p.rei/ 
• This describes th~ older dancing-girl. ~ho baa lost her innocence. . 
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She is a startling type whose ·greatest insincerity is in 
. her life-like imitation of sincerity, which many an Indian 
. anstocrat has . fo~d out too late : your out-and-out 
' courtesan will ever pose as ~the most faithful of mistresses 
to the man whose favour·she covets. 
' This. copying of the great emotions extend~ to her 

. musicians even, who, sitting in a half~cle bth.ind her, 
are true to cype : if you 'see one lot, you have seen them 
all . 'J • ' . ' . . . . .. . .. . 

i. There is the man.withthe drum who ~ould appear to .. ' . . ....... 
·admire her~v,vaciously: his eyes never leave her face; 
he evidendy kp.ows that the weakness of human nature is 
to be fasdnaied "most with that which fascinates others. · 
. !>At times, as' if invol~tarily~ he emits a rapturous: 
'~ Waah· waah "--:well done 1· well done I and shakes his 

. head· as if lost in ·complete., ecstasy. 
· .~ere are tho~e who play .the string instruments, always 

. in dreamy . abstraction ; · eyes · cast down, and heads, if 
. they wag at, an, part of this assumed, intense melancholy 
engendered by a hopeless love; falling to their breasts at 
last in reveries so profound as to partake almost of stupor • 

. ·.Sometimes the.roles are ch~ged and we have the ~tring 
instrumentalists vivacious . and in raptures·· of delight, 
and riow it is't4e tum of the man who plays the drum to be 
intensely melancholy. · 1 

· Vatsyana 'who taught the dancing-girl his famous eighty~ 
four arts of how to collect money and cheat, cannot escape 
ful}. li~bility, even though the last verses of his book insist 
on assuring his .readers that these arts, taught by him, were 

· done so with the sole idea of proving their futility. 
" Be sure," said Vatsyana with. a wisdom worthy of a 

better cause, in his chapter-of notorious advice to dancing­
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gi.tls,1 "to be friendly with policemen and magistrates .. 
You might find this friendship -some-day, useful." · ··· 

' I .. ' . 

1 The reader.should be careful to distinguish bCnv~ the kcing-girl (Nayaka) 
proper, and the modem Indian ~ It is a ha~Jc!eature of present-day 
Indian thought on these things, that the beautiful Iodian is no longer delegated 
to the dancing-girl; and that Ind.ian ladies of breeding and culture are ~clog 
now in public: without the social oblivion that would have been thcits half a c:e.ntury 
ago. ' · · 
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I 
:. 

• t ' ' ', ' ~. ~ ' ' . .. ' , • i. · - ~ ' , , "' ' 't " t ' I ~ 

S~G~ .P~ce· of · indescri~ablc .·.smells; . pungent 
: . . sp1cc;s, · drie~ pulses, assafoetida, scented gums, hot 
gbet ·and oil~ } and ·o~er~ too . unple~sant. ·t~ ··mention~ no 
:talc o( India co~d be complete without. a pictuie of some 
of ~e innlates .. of a ttwy Indian. bazaar~ . . . 
; =~· . . , • I o.. .. _.. .f • ~ • • : · •• 

~· ,.; The'. brlghdi : ~Io~ed wares, .ted .and saffron · ~oths, 
outside; ... tlie shop , of . a · dyei .· eatch . ~d hold the . eye : 
:thet£ is . no,~ied. like this outside 'of India, . no yellow so 
yellow. The ·dyer-cla.ss claims· to be an off-shoot ·of the 
Kshat.tiy~ ·or · wauio.t _·castei-his .name . co.trupted into 
Khatri,·~but~ uri.foriunately for his assumption, the dyer­
I<h3:tti-i~ included in the" Nava~jat '~-nine castes-of the 

. Vaisya · or · · m~Cha.nt . class~ and is ~vited to the.it · easte-
. clinn'ers .. ~ . : · · -· · . · ·. >. · · · : ·· ·. ·. . : . 
· : The .'I(hatri' s ·c:Iass·· is a· highly conservative one, no 
Khatri 'Olarries outside .. his. own circle; . but his widow' 
Wilike.; those· of othet eonseriative classes, is allowed to 

. ! ~ . , . . . • 

.temauy. . . . ' · , · r· .: · 

· .. His . art ·. of ~_mixing colours~ ~ose ·bright, gay colours 
of the East, is wdl known to the Western· world. But he 
p~ssesses 'another · and finer art· :which unfortunatdy is 
not so well known: the making, and dyeing of crinkled 
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cloth of intricate d~signs in little patches a.nd circles ·of 
colour. · · ~ 

To do this work he lets the nail on the thit~ finger .of . 
his left hand grow very Ion~ and this helps h!m. the mote 
easily to pinch up hundreds of little. bits of cloth' iti the ' 
correctest of pattenis and to tie them 'with'. nne'. tbtead. ' 

The whole cloth is th~ dipped in dy~ ;~- the tied-up bits 
I . "' ...-. ·- . . 

alone ~~taining the ground colow;; ~a.nd, so petfectly are, 
they tied, ~t the patterri is almost ~etfect. . ·. :~ . . . . . -, . · .· 

The dyer sells his work still tie~ but a gentle pull b:dngs · 
the threads ap~ displaying in all its beauty the wonder.;;. 
ful work. · · . · · ' . · ~ : · · · · _-

Some of the larger of thes.e clothstake from two to three: 
months to prepare, and ar~ by reason of this labour, costly.· 

But the Khatri, though a hard-working. tnan,- wilf nevet· 
be able to get rich : for, and this is a. real tragedy'~ :uldia,. 
these simple artisans of Itldia are invariably· ~loit~ 
by their countrymen most o~all-hat:dly ·making~the ~arest 

. of profit; thus encouraging · the slip-shod·. worlt. ·. orie_ 
associates these .. days with Indian ~rlc. ·.- · · ' 

·-·- ·.·.-

. In separate streets altog~et are ~~.worker$ in ~ctal~ 
· the Kans-:~~s · .- - · : · · · '· - : ·· ·. ·..: · ~ · · ' 

A.&.& • ~ ~ ' .. • ... 

The Kansara is .seen: fro~ sunris~ :to ~uriset.in _his litt:}e · 
shop, beating metal into pots, large· a.ad· _small, and the. 
ring of metal on metal, ~~ounds through the ~tteet. : ',· -: 

This beating of copper is an, arduous task;. and the big 
fue over ·which h~ · spends . part or' the time, adds . to his 
labour when the days grow hot; and , the temperatw:e 
stands a.t over a htindred and sixteen~ . . . . ' 

He develops · wrinkles very sao~ .. fo:t by: nightfall his 
eyes are always tll:ed, and he works by the measurement of s, . .. ' ' 
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. his own correct eye .alone, making articles of various sizes : . 
latge brass ~d copper pots for £lling water ; smaller 
ones, with a tin-lining done by men in another stteet, for 

· milk; trays of copper or silver ; drinking goblets, cups ; 
, coolci.ng utensils and ladles of every description ; all 

beaten_ ou~ by. hand, and so b~utiful. as to make one 
wonder why the p;inces do not pattonise him ·more. 

The Kansiua. is of the conservative class, and his widow 
cannot remarry.' . ' . . •.. . 

' '·· 

' ' -, . -~ ~ .; 

Past him·ue ·the sweet-meat sellers, always dittjr, always 
. greasy, with the sweet-meat they themselves have made, 
' piled. before them; . mote' often than not, co·v~red with 
flies. · . · · . 
. · Sometimes they ,ate seen fryingjeUebees made of fermented 

floUr,. :run through a·hole .ia. a. coco:-nut shell into large 
cauld:rO~.s o~hot ~il, or stitting milk in large iron pots • 

. · The~: there is a~eparate street_ for the cobblers who are 
more or less' untouchables, where the . orthodox Hindu 

·.is .oonc~ed : for your orthodox Hindu considers leather 
-impure,· and tanners 'and cobblers share in the impurity. 

· There is, again, a separate street where tailors sit and sew ; 
with the silk-clothes that will adorn· some great lady o.r 
noble, held nimbly between their toes, side by side with 
the country-spun shirt of some low-hom man. 

· Another stteet full of the scent of flowers, where Bowe:r­
sellers display garlands·· of jasmine and rose fot the necks 

.· ~f some loved one ; idol of gold or .. man Ot woman. 
It is close to the stteet where the ·sellers of .betel-leaves 

and spices sit making up the little green three-comered 
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· betel packets; filled with lime, and held together by a 
cl~~ . 
· A nation of children, . these Indians . of an India that is 
really India, with the flowers round their necks; who will 
buy and chew these betel-leaves, dyeing lips and teeth alike 
a yellowy-r~ living" l!appily for the ~y ; careless of the .. . /, ' 

morrow . . 



·CHAPTER XI 

THE UNTOUCHABLES ' 
.> .. • ..,. 

' ' 

0~ all the; ·strange anomalies. of life, the s.trange one 
· . . ·. 'of. the untouchables ·of India would make a tale of 
' the.· saddest r~ading,. but for the . strange inconsistencies, 
' that m,ake for a hu_mour 'not wholly grim. ' -

· Th~ . Western .. worlc;l may be . sutprised to ,leam that 
-there . are · two .main. 'classes ·~ of- untouchables ; · ·the one 
' 'co~sidering 'itself 'as. 'b~Y. ~'defiled by ~e. touch of the 
. othet, as the orthodox classes are by' that of any untouchable6 
. . : .. Of these two clisses! "the superior (God· save the word I) 

·. untouchable_s · are the '', Deds .'~ : · · and a . very. sturdy, 
· ipdependeot class they: are, one · thaf views with deep · 
-distrust ' all attempts ' ,t~ ,, ., breaJ(' down buriets of caste, 
. · sc~ting it?- this n~ movenien!· :0.? spe~al advantage to 
themselves.1 

I .. .. . ·.. . • .. ' ,' ~ ·~ II _; "' ·~ 

. ~. And this, though 1t does not_ still apply to the ·" Deds " 
: educated 'on. ~glish lliies, 'does, ~till, to the:" Deds" 
. proper : they who work in gardens, who. al:e labourers, 
who build .the houses that Brahmins and Rajas live in, 
'after· the necessary purificatory- ~tes. . · " ·. · 

These .. ~~ Deds '' are ~ exemplary class ; · on:e could wish 
them unchanged~ : · 

They are very hard-working, and theit girls wotk side 
' ' 

• ~ was written in 1919. 



THE UNTOUCHABLES. 

by side with them and have a higher market valu~ than 
theit men~folk. · · ·· , ., . ·.· . . · . 

. · In the marriage-maiket, they fet~ high prices tJy reason 
of ~s, and are sold, literally sold, to prospective parents-in:;-. 
law; a s~ement that will appear appalling to a· Europe~, 
but (or the fact that the: girl· herself is ·not: an. Un.Williog 
participate~ in many; if not all, of.~e bargaiD.s.: · ,' ·; ·. · . · ·. 

The average price of an ordinary:_' :Qed 'r girl}s about 
Rs. 8o0-£6o 'to~day~aod it is fixed by ·th~ " Nat," ·.viz.; 
the caste-men. . · .· . ·· · · .· · .·. · · · . .. : · 

•· . -· .. . , .-.-. , I .· - , - 1 l .. 

The writer once suggested to a lamenting mother, ,that 
the Maharaja might be asked to break up this custoni;:~d 
was met.with: a horrified prote~t from the mother • . Certainly 
not, the 11' Nat '' knew best. · ·· · · 

The mothe; herself had two sons;.: but she hopea ·to J>e 
able to recover the money paid for theil: brides. by ~e 
good priCe she was sure to get' for her th!ee sttqog good~ 
looking daughters. · · · .. ' ·· _. ~ ·· . · · ·.. · : 

When ·the daughters . get their :fiist · babies, a· : certairi. 
amount of the ptirCbase-money gbes :back 'to the. bride~ 
groom's house : . custom obliging the mother to givelarge. 

· presents. ' ' _, . · ,. i'' .-' • • • • .' : ·· ' .··.· . : .. · · . /,..' •·.:·; 

When a '~ Ded·" gi~l,. b,"ecome~ a widow,,the i?a:ents.· may 
claim her back in. their hous~, .and get her :re~arried by 
paying ~ack the purchase:moriey·: sometimes· the new 

·bridegroom, especially if the· girl is' g<J.od-~ooking, helps. 
by paying the purchase-money.· , ; , . . · .' ~ ·· . · · 

Sometimes the parents-in-law are . loth· to :i:etum :their 
daughter~in-law; if sheis .a hard worker, this means the 
loss of a wage~earner of six to ~en ru.mas a day.1 · . < • ··• ·• 

l lfJ. • • • ' • ' •• • 

. . . ' 
1 With this ~areody. small wag~ the .. Ded " lives, pays large sums for his 

brlde, and few are Without gold Jewelry. · . · · · 
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The matter then goes up before the " Nat " whose 
decisi~n is binding.· · · 
Thes~ girls appear_ extremely happy and know ~ well 

their high market value. ' 
. : . They are_ .noted for. their chastitY and are adepts ~t the 
art of controlling husbands. . · 

The , " Ded''. woman~ being a wage7Carner, has the 
means or flying off to he~ parents' house, whenever her 
husband· shows· signs of proving difficult; and a ·very 
dejected husband goes after her and brings her back, usually 
on. her own ~erms. . ,. , + • · 

~t is' from. ~e " Ded" class that many Hindu. servants 
of the " Sahi~lok ~' are r~cruited, and it was for this reason, 
more than from the defilement of the cc Sahib ", that, 
udtil quite recently,, rOdian. princes were reluctant about 
accepting hospitility from Englishmen in India. · i -

Food eaten from .the·. hands of· an untouchable makes 
·for .ittJ:purity of-the'highe,t degree, ~d it takes a whole 
· religious· ceremony,-- painful· penances, and a sacrifice. to 
· get ritUally, right. . .. · 
. · The touch alone, however, loses its evil effect by bathing, 
·and, ifb~thing is not possil?le for some time, the-sprinkling 
on of. water, in.which gold has been put, will restore purity. 
The. writer vividly remembers ·a ." J?ed " woman, her 
·gardener; whose spade' had been touched by a .sweeper, 
loosen her golci. ear-ornament, drop it into a pot of water 
and sprinkle her " defiled." spade with this water. 

·In the diary. of one of the oldest converts to Christianity, 
the. writer has ' b_een . told oy his son, it is recorded that 

· about the time of the Great Indian Mutiny year, the" Deds" 
were considered lowef than the pariah-dogs. A dog 
might go. to the house of a " Ded " and eat his food, and 
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the other Hindus would have no scruples whatsoever in 
touching that dog, but they would never touch the " Ded , 
himself: Even hi~ very shadow and his foot-prints in 
the dust were consider~d defiling. . .. , , 

In those days, in certain villages' round about" Gujarat, 
the "Deds" and the" Bhangis ",-Sweepers,-were forc~d 
to drag leafy branches of trees behind them in order to 
obliterate their foot-marks, and to cry at the top· of their 
voices : " way-way-to pass.:....:..please." . · · - ; ·•. · , . .; · · 

It was the missio.qanes of those days who ·changed. all 
this : credit must be given to them alone: .· . . ' , 

Amazing to relate: i(a Hindu touched by a·cc Ded" 
were touched by a ~fahomedan,' the ·oontamination went. 
out of him : two minuses making a plus. , : ·, ... 

Even those Deds who have become Chrisrlans,-and 
there are thousands in Gujarat,-still retain many of 'the~ 
old customs, e.g., keeping ·" Tulsi ','~balsam~plants · in 
their houses, and worshipping th~ ; - the retention :of 
the' custom of child nla.rriages1 ··and,_ the· same Iridian 
Christian assures the writer, the·· singing. of' obscene 
songs on the occasion' of ~atriage and other feasts.. : , 1 . . 

The writer was also told that one pf these well-to-do 
converts was asked as to the reason , why he, a Christian, 
kept the " Tulsi , plant in his house ; he was said to have 
replied that he wished to be absolutely on the safe side : 
if the God of the Christians did not save him, he might yet __ 
be saved by the God of Tulsi. . . ~ 

In former thnes, a Ded was ~ot allowed to ride a· horse 
through a village, not was he allowed to carry an_ open 
umbrella, nor wear a modem coat, nor a 'pair of shoes. 
Neither was he, at onetime, allowed to live_~ good houses. 

1 The Sarda bill is preventing these to-day. 
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The Deds of Gujarat are generally wealthy : by this old 
arbitfary law they ran,a good risk of losing all their money : 
for Indians of old invariably. kept their money hidden in 

·.their houses. . · . . .- . 
. ·. 'The Ded~ ob~erve ·veiy rigidly all the principal festivals 

of both the Hindus and the Mahomedans ; and where there 
. are. many Chtis~ans, they observe Christmas also: their 
· women c1ress in gay and costly clothes and wear many orna­
: ~en~s . on the Hindu festival 'o_f " Djwili," and you Will 
,find;. them.·· as. gauc;li.ly dressed ~ 'the forefront of the 
· Moharrum. proce~sions •.. · . ·. .. .· ~.:. . . ·· . · 
· · ·.The }3hang~ or sw~eper das~,. is f~r inferior to that of the 

I Ded.' The work 9f the -~w:eeper, l.Us physique, his int~­
. gence are all alike of. a mean order;· but whether it is fate 
. or man that has made~ so ·~ony ·a specimen of humanity, 
· is. a debatable point. · · · · . :. .. · · · ··· 
. , That hi~ lot . is pitiable i~ ~doubtedly true : though 
like all lot~ there are . some bright . ~pots for his small 
eohsolation. ' ; ' ' . . . ·. . < < 

- , • r _, : , ' _. . 

· His· ·drumming is required at festivals. In ·Indian 
States he beats the ·drums . at the head of processions. 
Whenever. a proclamation .is . to be~ made throughout a 
town or village, it is the sweeper: who does it with a beat 
pf his drum. · ' .. · . _ . 

,. .The ·.write( .was. told, . somewhat naively, by an official, 
• < •• • 

that the presence. of the sweeper -cleared the road ,more 
effectively. than a posse of police.· . . ~· . . 

. ,A Sadliu·friend of hers travelled in a crowded train, a·· 
whole . third-class ' coinpart~ent . to himself, because the 
other ocrupa~t J:;tappened to be a sweeper.:·' 

Here tlie sweeper scored, but not so lucky was that _other 
sweeper of the writer's who had to mis~ three trains at a 
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junction to wait for an empty comp!lrtment, and who was 
obliged to walk upfrom.Abu Road to Mount Abu, beeause 
he was not allowed to sit in the motorbus hy. his .fellow . 
passengers. . : . : · . . . . ·.· ·.·· ·· '. . , · r ;· 

Like the Ded, the sweeper has a rigid caste _system· and· 
.the "Patd u,-head of the Ni~-:-?as the.last _,say '~·any 
matter. . 

Neither he not the Ded iS. allowed hljlindu ·o:r: 'Jain." 
temples. . ' , 
· l.fanu has been blamed .f()r the rigidity Q( the ·caste itt , 

this respect, . but :Manu~.s rulirig . does not give' ,any •. cl:ue' 
as to the present-day theory o~ d~em~t~. · Manu; m~g · 
well like all reformers, in his desire to protect the weak,~ 
enunciated a theory; · that_ a ·~ with ~ . und~~oped. 
brain should not be made r~sponsi~le for the acts inspired 
by that brain~. . · · ' : .·. · ·· ·. ·· .. . · .. : ·.' .. ~·-, ·: · . ·.· · .'. ,,;,_ . 

. The Shudra,~thus Manp's, dic:ttun:~ 4o no w,rong ·
0 

because he is unable to distinguish bet-WeeP; what is rig~t. 
and what is wrong; therefore he who cloes_not sin requires _. 
no sacraments ; has no religious eeremonies to· perfo!m, 
and may take up certain duties· oruy ~ .~e ·feels -·~g, · 
and able to perform them. · · ·. · .. · . · ·.- · .'."· . "' 

And in Manu 5, 127, Manu re-emphasizes~ that ~ridri.~-
alone determines the easte of a man. . . . . . : . . ' 

A thousand would be reformers niay•· b~·· ·the;: ·ta;st·_ 
of 1\fanu, but it is still debatable whether one whri meant so . 
well of his kind, is really ~esponsible f~r the prese~t-day . 
impasse. • · . · 

The Bhangis- worship a Pit: called Ramo Pit, and the 
Deds have their own temples ·and " mahants ,_. pnests. 

To add to the bathos, the sweepers ~old themselves 
'This was done quite recently in Bombay. 
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the direct descendants of Ruk.his or Rishis-seers-and 
· they Win not eat except at their own places, les( a piece 
of food failing. to the ground give to the owner of that 
~ound, the religious m~rit of the eater and his noble 
ancestors. . . _. · 

. . Whilst·· on ' the · question of untouchables : certain 
aborigines like the Bhils, the Todas, etc., are also counted 
untouchables by the Aryan ;Hindu. The drinking water 
of all :aborigines ~s taboo for them : though their touch 
alone does not always defile. . · · 
~e " Vaagadi "- is 'of an aboriginal ~ass, and though he· 

. dresses ·o~ occasion-with due grandeur, his.general aspect 
-is far from grand ~- he is dirty, his· hands caked with much 
mud, and his skitl oiled by dirt ~d perspiration. . . . 
· He .. believes, with some degree ·of justice,-in India 
at any ·:rate,-that washing, not dirt, is the ruin of clothes ; 
so he *keeps one set apart Jot gala . days alone and on 
these rare occasions he' washes.. His other ·set' comprising 

' ·a shirt and dhoti..;...lok cloth__:he wears till it falls to 
. tatters on his , persrin. ; · 

·. He earns his living by the, oceasional sweat of a brow 
which. is never wiped. · · . · . ,· 

·· 
1 ~- He grows little patches of water-melons, sugar· melons, 
cucumbers ·and pumpkins of all shapes. His greatest 

~ .~tipathy ip ¥e is the,. porcupine : an antipathy that can 
. be .shared by all th9se gardeners who grow these four 
things so favoured of the spiked one. . '· 

The. :responsibilities· of marital life sit loosely on this 
class, and the habit of placing the care of a crowd of children 

· on to the father~r vice versa-is a common habit of 
· erring wives and husbands of this class. 

The Vaagadis live in rude huts, made of mats of grass, 
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on their little patches, in company with pariah dogs, fowls, . 
goats and occasionally pigs, and like the gypsies of the 

. Western world they are not above thieving. _ · 
They set at naught the rules of hygiene, but their children:. 

apart from a kind of perpetual hay-fever and its consequent · 
nose-dripping, appear remarkably l.J.ealthy. · . 

One sees these fat black naked babies :rollirig about~ the 
roads as prolific as-the melons their fathers grow • . _· .. ·: .. _ ·~ .. . 

The V aagadis do as little work as they possibly . ·can,· · 
trusting to fate to feed them and their children.' · : · · ;· _.·. · 

They are even too lazy to protect their little bits of land . 
against the raids of the porcupines,. and even when ';they ' 
are eaten out of house and home, rather thari .. take: the 
trouble to repair the damage, they prefer to start life agam :_ 
as beggars pure and simple .. :· ,. ·· · · · · ·· · · 
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This strange incapacity of briDging a thought or act 
to its logical conclusion or fulfilment, is one of the greatest 
drawbacks that educationists of Indian girls haye con-
tinually to combat. , . · . . ,, · 

"The mind of the Indian girl has . to be. stimulated, · 
restimulated and sometimes over-stimu1ated.·· .. she go,es.· 
in for one thing, only to dtop it for another m9te interesting, · 
and this continues with few exceptions ·. thtpughout p~ · 
whole educational career. · · < ~ . · · · : ' · , 

{ • j. <. : • ~ 

Education, for its own sake, is· a me3ningless' teml to'· 
her. Education for the sake. of a filtuie position in life : .. 
for the adding. to her value· in the inarrlage'market; ·:for: 
a hundred and on~ reason~, ate listened . to, appreciated· 
at their proper value. · ', r . \ · • _ · · :' : , : · · · · . · " 

In the early days of the writer's own' school, sttiving_.:..:. 
and in those days it was indeed difficult--to make education· 
for girls popular among the ordiriary. 'classes·; ·of Indjan 
women, she had to descend the scale With· a ·_vengeance t~; ~ 
bring home to them the value of education.. · 

~lost Indian women disliked the' idea of school fot their,, 
daughters. _ , , ; \. . - . 

Whilst they would willingly put the very small ones. to 
school to get rid of the burden of looking after them, 
they would never do so with the oldet: girls, whos~ absence 
from home added to their burden, already heavy,.ofhouse-
keeping. · · · . ~- • · · · -· . 

' • ' .ll. 

It seemed almost impossible to bring home to them the. 
value of education. · 

The general answer was· that their daughters were not 
• to be teachers, but house-wives, and that it was too much 

waste of time-· these hours at school.· ' 
The writer sent for some, of the mothers~ M.d agree~ 
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on the face of it, that it would appear waste of time ; 
but appealed for the mental upliftment of the race that 

. would have educated mothers. A vain appeal-upliftment 
·was a matter of fate.· · · 

. When the w~ter pointed out that the present-day 
educated boy wanted as his partner in life an educated wife, 
_they .:v;ere considerably shaken, and gave way tompletely 

. when it was added that business no~adays /calling the 
husband away, the present method of having his letters 
opened, ~d read by an outsider was very unsatisfactory : 
would it not be more correct if the wife herself could read 
them and wrlte the r~ply? . · · _ · . 
. The initial difficulty surmounted~ other difficulties arose. 
. The quick ple_mory of the Indian girl made memorising 
easy, beside~· being the easiest method for both Indian 
teacher ·and pupll to make a display of knowledge, taught 

. and leamt: the girl. who . read the quickest received 
generally. the greatest praise from her teacher. 

Careful analysis _however proved that not only was the 
"substance of w~?.at was read in the majority of cases not 

· properly understood, but the girl was rarely able to give 
the most. meagre· of 1;enderings of what she had read in 
her own.language. · 

This latter drawback is silll a serious obstacle in the 
. education of girls. . It prevents all originality : if not 

actually including want of originality. 
In many cases the teachers themselves lack, in no small 

degree, -the gift of remoulding a lesson in different words, 
and the. vocabulary of certain vernacular dialects,-

- . 
Gujarati fo:r instance, that has to draw largely from 
Sanscrit to become any kind of classical prose,-being 
llihited, adds to' the difficulty. So it cannot be said, yet, 
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that originality, initiative, or the power to think for 
themselves is a natura! quality in the Indian girL· 

yet, one must in fairness emphasize;, this is not due. to 
dullness of mind, but rather laziness of min<L She follows, . 
instinctively, the line of least resistanct; and when ~ental 
effort may be too prolonged, or result. in a comba~ she 
avoids effort or combat. 

In her own domain, that of the house, slle has' great 
qualities : a wonderful coo~ a 'comptroller in its hlghe5t 
and most appreciated form; but as a mother, again, she 
follows the· same path of least resistance, and her ~dren 
are often spoilt. - . . ·· . · . . , . _ 

Her social mistakes appear to· be simply a confusing 'of 
issues when too much demand.is made on ~er powers of 
judgment. 

As instance of this: several Brahmin ladies are now 
eating meat against their i.tinermost convictiotl.S:t against · 
every tenet of their aeetL consoling themselves that this · 
being the husband's wish, the merit of obedience-outweighs 
the fault, if any, of the sacrificing of the dearest principles 
of their religion, nay of their v:ery life. ' . · · · · ·. 

At least one Brahmin lady told the writet that to be 
invited to the dinners of the Sahih-lok made it necessary· 
for them to eat meat : this, to ·an English vegetarian, 
for who~ at the greatest of official dinners, a vegetarian· 
menu is always provided, would point more than anything 
else to some strange, moral weakness. 

A reaction, equally strange, will make for a tremendous~ 
upheaval of ethics, but it is difficult to prescribe a remedy. 
Each individual case requires its own diagnosis, and general 
advice may not entirely cover the ground. 

But, undoubtedly, women's opinions~ theit- cheris~ed 
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THE INDIA THAT IS INDIA 

.. ide~s, ·at least, ought to be more fatefully ·respected­
even fostered-by their male-folk, not only helping to 

·strengthen. mildness of character, but for the prevention of 
the 'ultimate ·extreme when re-action occurs. · · ., 
· Tills is. a lengthy digression from education proper. 

:, Returning ~o school and ~chool hours, these are admittedly 
too long. :·But; these are inevitable: the Indian girl's 
:school-life is already too short... · · .. · .. ·· . 

'' ,~: .. ' , 
Among .·the .4consetVative classes, the Brahmin or 

_ " Kunbi '' ( ag~cUl~rists) -class~ for ins.tan~, the girl is, 
more , often than· not, a· mother at fourteen or fifteen ; 

' arid school-days and'girlhood are, for ever, over. ; . 
. · .... 'All ~ducationists 'of girls, in 'India,- feel this continual 
·· ·figh~· ,against~Jime; 2:nd dare ·not remit a single of these 
relentless,· sacred hours. · .. ' . . ; · ' · · 
, ~There ar~ . s~me ': cultW:ec,I :girls who carry ~n their 

education even after.hmriage, but they are in the minority,: 
_ others do not. return· to school again except ~s widows : 
-"when,study beco~es for., them Ia thing with an object in 
'view·; the getting· ~to· a· teafher's preparatory class and 
· passing through a training college. With the necessary 
teachei:~s ce~cate,' she can·.then~ ear.P a living iri a girls' 
·school. . · · • , " 

. But th~ 'oppo~ty tq ,stUdy after ·marriage is slight : 
'so' whilst. orthodox Hinduism requires 1?-er ' marriage 
r before puberty-,1 whiCh generally occurs in $e Indian 
girl between the ages of twe~ve and fourteen~ all advantage 
must, be taken of the long hours. . . . . . 
· . _At an age when a We~tem girl i~ still playing with her 
dolls,. the little Indian girl "i$ suckling her baby, a mother. 
· Only what· she. has learnt before this event, remains for 
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her to pass on to her child ; little,, enough indeed. Her 
child, sometimes, accepts what she has to give, but mo"re . 
often accepts nothing-especially if it be a son who has 
learnt more in his two years of college life,' . than, all his 
mother has ever lea.rrit in hers. . . ... : ' .· -~ . · ' 

Only the stem ethics of a religion that ·demands unqWll-'· 
fied r~spect prevents her losing all influ~~ over her. chil~. 



CoNCLUSION 
I' I ' 

· ··A· · · ND. this· is the :uiclia tha.t is India, pulsating to ~ -
·. . . · ~ousand different rhythms, laden with thoughts that 
are strangely alien., and· absolutely ~etent to those of the 

· Western worldJ · ' ·· · 
.·.These tailors 'of India w~o despise the food of Indian 

kings ~- ·.the" low-caste. menials ·who despise .that cooked 
by cobblers : -cobblers, again, who are. containinated by 
the food of D~ds, and Deds who will not touch; let alone, 
~t 'with, a sweeper. . \ ' . -
. .· -Is there a single thing here ~t we of the West can 
· undentand ?. , · . · · . . 
~·;-; The genius · that ddies England to-day, is of England 
herself: a rui.ridful of Indians, educated on English lines- • 
#leir papers are fu English ; their speeches imbued through-
. out with British_ ideas of democracy : . hopelessly de£led, 
themselves,.· by all. the···· ethics th~t' ~e tlieir own Hindu 
orthodoXy, which completely_ ,denies them, -even to-:-day, 
the " darshana " of their old temples, and invites them no 
longer to the feasts of their own old caste. . ' 
. Do they really speak for Indians and the heart of India? 
At the most they may ciaim they speak for the future of 
Iod;a : but· .stilt they represent a pitt, a. very small part 
alone, of their huge country. · · 

It is well for them to agitate for the rights of the 
untouchables ; . for they themselves, by association with 
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those outside their castt; have also become to thei; ~W?-
caste untouchables. ·, -· · · • .. _· · 

The heart of India has changed little dtU:uig the ~turles. , 
Will it really .. change now by this v:igorous · _imp~~ of 

· England, and things English? .. · -'· --
The very vehemence with. ~hich :. the Indian." agitatqr . 

would deny the effect on himself from ' this_'. impact is in 
itself an unwary ad.mittan~ that he is not untouched. · .. ,:· .. ·· 

· . It is still too. early to foreteU with any: ~~ty the- ·~ 
future of India'; whether India is teall_I changeless~ or · .. 
whether in her modeiJ.iD.g~of herself on new!i:nes;·sfie ~- . 
like Japan and Tlirkey, try .. compl~tely to. annul all. her - ~ 
old ideas and follC?w the inetho~ .of th~ ,WeS~ ~- · .··· :_ ' . . , • .· . 

When history will set d,own, With the coldness of a cen~ _. 
hence, what England has strived to do,fo~ -~~a;th:en and'.~ 
then alont; will the world truly know~ not only her mista¥e .• 
in this careless implanting of he; own democratic id~s' m . 
the soil of . an intensely . conserv~tive . peop~e; ~ but· t:J:le . 
greatness, the liberality, and · the magnitude of England, 

. who having gained all, gave ba~k all •. ~ -~ · · · .- · · : ~ · 
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: SOME RECENT REVIEWS OF . BOOKS BY THE 
·. I . • . . - . SAME AUTHOR . . . . . 

~ . . . 

Mahattna ~ Das i.D bh magaZine." The Visi9n,•• dated Odober • 193 3· · 
f, ' ' ,· ·, ,·,·.: , ' ."·' . :·' .. ~.' ; , :, - p • ' 1 . ~· ., "" ~~ • ' 

.THB PHILOSOPHY OF _YOGA • . · Containing the mystery of 
· · ,· . spirit and : the war. to Etemal Bliss. ~ By EuzAmmt SHAllPE, 

' Shd Krishna Nivas; Limb~ Kathiawar. · . · · · · · 
- .. . I ;. ' . ' .. ·• ·• • . 

,Us ·~p~k of!Yoga.·r~ca1s the heights' or" mysticism to 'which the 
authoress lias-reached. So it is no wonder that this great wotk should 
issue .from ·her :·inspired .··pea. · . . The ··.book divides mainly ·. into two 
parts. ·The first ~ treats o£ the mystery of ~o~ expounded in the 
Bhagvad Gita.·: A_s. one. goa tb;ough it one is subtly overpowered 
by its depth 'of_thought. .Chwri of idealism and ·purity and felicity 
of. expression. I~ _evcry.·scntencc· is a . distilled essence breathing 
the spiiit ofTnitlL _A few scntences.from these pages quoted . hc:rc 

.. WQuld bear out the truth of the above observation : 
. ., .. c - ~'Every thought c:a;ne ·iQ mari through paio.n . · ·.· , -
. . · .. " W:ords 'are unal>le to hold the greatest thoughts, and thoughts 
·at best are ~nty to rdlect, n?t able to capture pure Spirit." . 

. :· ;: / :': ' ~~-·. ,' .' -._ -:·· ' . . ~ ~~- . . ' . ,' - . . ; . ' . 

. · ' •• . ~t peace . equal to that peace b~ond the meagre powers of 
. Understanding I · The peace of ~ realisation. ·And it is man's 
heritage." . • '' . --~ ;. . . :. ' .- .· ' .. ' ' \ . . ; ~ 
' · "When the mind ofman merges into the mind of God tlu:ough 

· Divine Affinity of thoog~, then can man realise the mind of God.,. 
•• • h • • • • , . • 

• , • ~ '· ' .;•a ~ r ! ., • .. • ··. .' ~ • • " 

Now the s~nd part cc·The· Olld Vilasom ~ iS an exposition of 
. Shalcta. Tantta •. -This as well,is a fascinating garland of inspired g~ 
· of" purest :ray serene." , Here are some pearls : · 

u The soul is · the Deity ~f the temple of the body. It is the 
ma.ki.Og Divinity the esserice of one's own soul/' . 
. • " The whole moveable and immoveable universe are mirrored 
in the heart ot mari." · 

From the fc:W. atra.cts cited above, the reader can find out for 
himself the outstanding merit and beauty of the work THE Pm:LosoPHY 
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OP YoGA. Everyone interested in the Yoga ,Philosophy should not 
fail to read this unique work. . · . · · · . . .. ~ 

. . The book is righdy dedicated by· the authoress to. _her ~uru, Shri 
Shanti Vijayjee of Mount Abu--1l Mahatma of wide-spread fame.-· ., 
.. The Vision,'2 ~ted Ottober'# I9H• · · 

. ... 
The book is esentially for the mystic~ and .· fot . those to_ whom 

Hindu' Philosophy as expounded by the Bhagvad Gita makes_· an 
appeal.-"' The Civil and Military Guette,'~ dated i3fh ~gti!12 ·I.9H· 

' -, .·" 1\. • , .. : o\ • ' } • I ' ·: ~ ._ ' .I ~ . •-.• ' ~\' ~-

' " United India and Indian States2" dated New D~ 4/h NotJember, 
1933• . '. . '·' '. ' . '' · .... · • .. · ... . · i_,, - • . · ···; .". . · .. :·· •. ·• ', 

This book is one ot' a series of religious boqks2 beirig issued· iri.. 
memoqr of the eldest grand-child of His Highness· the 'I'hakur' Sahi~ 
of Limbdi. The series " aims at the spiritual e~ucation of the children 
of the Kshatriyas of India, who were once teachers of. the 'Brahmins,: 
hoping that once agam they shall kno~, care more for and follow the ' 
great, pure religion of theit: ancestors,' whence came all their. power .. ~" 
The present book ·expounds the authot's coneeption of ,the aitQ ,.of 
Yoga, THE PHILOSOPHY oP:. Y OG~~ she · writes, .4~ aittis. not at super­
natural powers, these are really. natural to'··man; but · at' restoring to 
man a knowledge of ethi~, lea~g back. to ~~ .O~gina.l ~~?' that 
was Harmony... She' has eununed the teachings .of f:be G1ta 1n the 
light of this theory, striving to gather the main threads. of thought 'and 
dropping all tangled ones. She . has · also . availed herself of !" aiid. 
Vilasum " a rare old Sanscrit manuscript on .·. SJ:taktl Tantr~. ··. ·. The. 
earnest student 'of Yoga will no doubt . welcome the little book as 'a • 
lucid introduction to an abstruse subject and yedik~ Oli~er he cinnot 
hdp asking for more from the gifted ,author. · · • • · · ' · ' · · - · : . ; · · .· · . 

. - . . ..a '·A. :. 
. . . . . , . .. . . . . . .• :· . . ~ 

Miss Elizabeth Sharpe has added t~ her list of publication8 by a 
book on a subject wi~ which English people are ·not often acquainted. 
She has evidently studied the science of yoga, ·as expounded by the 
Bhagvad Glta, because her chapters are very analytical and show a deep: 
knowledge of a very difficult subject. · In her foreword she says: ·. · 

. . ... ' .. ,.· 

" The bookls one of a series· of religious books in memoey · p( 
the late K. S. Ram Rajendrasinhji, · aged 14,' eldest grandchild of 
that great soul, -His Highness . , Thakore Sa.b.t:o Shrl Sir Daulat 
Sinhji, K.C.S.I.~ K.C.I.E., of Limbdi.· These .books aim .at the 
spiritual education of the children of the Kshatriyas of India, who . 
were once teachers of the Brahmins, hoping that ·once again they . 
shall know, care more for and follow the great, pu.re religion. of 
th . h allth" , . · -elr ancestors, w ence came eu power •. · . • .. , · · · _ 

107 



Buried in this little. volume of profound thought a.nd passionate 
sincerity are one or two theories which will provoke cuttihg criticism. 
One is contained in the appendix and is the theory that Christ and 
Krishna were ·originally one. The author some years ago made a 

· list of the similar. utterances · of Ou:ist and of Krishna. One can 
quite ooderstand that this original theory is very ~c:Ceptable.-:-u The 
Illustrated Weekly_o£India~'· dated IIIIJ ]11n1. 1933•" · 

t . '<! 

·~ mn OF iNDIAN RULER 
: _ ,, - J ~ -· •• ··.; .. ·_· ·_:.._~ ... • 

:: ,WDniatl.z Pktll(l of LimbJi Thakor1 Sahib · 
• '1 ~ ., ~' ' ' ' . '• :. 

·THAKORB' SAinB SIDu ~·su{ . DAUiATSINGH OF UMBOI • 
. : .. ~-~~graphT by ·E~z~ETIL S~a~, ~ndon. · O<?hn ~~y). · 

... ~ . . 
~--... . .- .. . . " _..,. . 

It is doubtful whether: the Thakore Sahib .. of Limbdi oould have 
found a .bettet biographer than his-l.Vell-known Private Secretary, 
Miss Elizabeth Sharpe, who .has bad Unique opportunities of studying 
a verj £ne type of Raj put chaiacter. . ·· · • .. : . . . · · 

·Anyone who has rome ~ toucH with His Highness must realise 
···.that the-' author' bas eaptuted something of that healthy mental 
. atmosphere which' surrounds a £ne old-fashioned type of gentleman­
soldier, who nov{ in.·his 64th year leads as full a life _as many a man 

' his. • ' .,. ~ 

~o years . JWll.Or. .· . . ·. . . ~ · . . . · · . , . . . 
We;get. some amusing stories about the Indian.rulu's private life. 

from his youth up. For instan~ there was the time when he decided 
.on. a Hardwar pilgrimage, and haVing gone to bathe with a friend, 

. .found, that his· trousers had' been stolen by a holy monkey. All 
efforts to persuade the monkey to ear grain and relea~e the trousers 

; failed, because he. ate with one hand and held the coveted trousers 
with the other-:-finally tearing them to ·pieces and throwing them back 
at Dadb~ who had to teturn to Meerut in his bathing loincloth l 

Thete were days when the young prince rode to Rajkot and back, 
2 dista.a.ce of · 120 milesr through dacoit infested country-entirely 
alone and withOut fear. , There was one occasion· when he chatted 

·· with' dacoits~ who later in the day had a terrific battle with the Police 
· Superintendent, three. of the miscreants being killed. There are 

charming little stories of his unostentatious charity ; of a favourite 
ttick in going to a grain merchant and ordering food to be sent to a 
certain household withou~ disclosing ~be donor. · 
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_Foali.rh 'Pryudice.r. 
Over 3 o · years ago, His Highness went with a nillitary contingent 

to the opening ceremony of. the Federation of Australia, and the 
gentlemanly but fum way in which he met the racial prejudices of 
those days makes amusing reading in parts. . There was, for instance~ 
an unfortunate Sikh Indian officer who slept o~ deck of the· D,alholliil. 
a little over the British Officer's chalk line •. · ~e Troops COmmander 
made a fuss, but later on the Captain of the ship (who seems to. hav~ . 
been annoyed over the racial distinctions) ordered his'' lascars. tO sleep 
on this officer's reserved deck I A sense of humour with a vengeance~· 

The book shows in .what high esteem< His Hig~ess holds ~the' 
King Emperor, and there is a story abou~ HiS lvajesty which payS . 
tribute to the King's remarhble memory about a: small incident 
when he first met the Thakore Sal:iib: ··This loyalty accounts for the 
fact that it is the King Emp~rors portrait Jhatr His tligbness· a.tways 
sees in the morning when rising : . and that he ~ never ~r a postage 
stamp. There are boxes and boxes of used'postage s~ps. in .. the: 
palace, carefully stored and never destroyed:' '- . . . : .· ' : ,,; . t ~ '! .. ' 

The book also contains some picturesque little cameos .of Limbdi 
to-day. The Thakore S~b knows. no!' improvi~~t the. ordinary 
ryot 1s, and to encourage h.im. .. to.stack. his grass;pe· gtves lllln:ualJY a. 
rich turban of honour to the ryot who ha.s the biggest stack.·: :: · .· . . · · . 

The author says the Thakore 'Sahib 'rises in all. climates at · 5 a.m~~ 
and spends at least five hours daily' at his p~ye~.; and in spite o~ his 
age. he averages three hours at his Secretapat. · 

She adds in conclusion : . · · · 
. cf His own wants are very. s~ , _No: prln~ in India - ~p~ds · 

less on his own person. ·· He dresses alway!i ~· simple, !>potless,· 
white muslin, with simple muslin head-dress., . . The, .rest ~of..bis 
attire is ·equally simple ari~ unostentatious: ' His .charity ·too is. 
unostentatious : the extent and the lavishness of it~ and the methods: 
by which he ensures .secrecy, are kno~n. in full~ only to the holder.., 
of his privy purse, and a few of his personal entourage~ , The 
greater part of the Thak.ore Sahib's private income goes entirely 
in charity."-· u The illustrated Weekly of In~'' ·.dated i2.th 
November, I9H· · 

.. The Illustrated Weekly of India,'~ dated 4th Mar&h, I9H· 
THE TANTRIK ·DOCTRINE OF IMMACULATE CONCEP­

TION. By E.uzAlmTH S~ F.R.G.s.; F.R.E.S.,.M.R.A.S.,_. 
F.B.E.E. (Rider). ¥· 6J. . . · . . · · . · · · ~, 

. Miss Elizabeth Sharpe needs no introduction. This · prolific . , 
writer is well known to Indian readers. She is a· scholar otHindu : 
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. 
~ ·philosophy and religion and has . written thought-provoking books 
· lik~ c..c The Flame of God ',' and " The Philosophy of Yoga." 

• · Moreover. she has the distinction of being tlie Private Secretary to 
. H.H. the Thakore Sahib of Limbdi. ' The above book, Miss Sharpe,s 
.'"latest.is culled from the Shaku-Kaula~ the most ancientoccultismo£ 
.. Incli~ but,never before written in a book~ though handed down frmn 

TeaCher ~o Pupil. , · Miss S~ ha~ studied .~e ~works of the great . 
'Sbankaracbarya and her philosophy 1~ both Slncere and spo.o.tane. ous, 
,: the outcome of many.yean' bud study. In hu latest book we have a. 
colleclioo of philosophical aphorisms (the Ta.o.tns) and she treats of a 
.mrstial an'd occult philosophy_ , As she says~? the knower of precious · 

: ~gs .. will . ~ow: theh ·value. .. ~ .Knowledge is. inseparable from the 
· knower.• ; 
. · · . In bet:· introduction, the ·authOress tc:lls us that 'she was ·recently ·· 

given .to. read a.· seer~ tr~ti~e 0.0.. mystic rites which are still being per· 
formed .tn occult soctetles, 10 both the East and the West. She says · 
that the v-erses o£ ~ Ta.o.ttas have been jealously guarded and recited · 
'for ce.o.turies by devo~ l.o.dians.··· ·· · ·· · 

' _ .. _ .. . :·; _· . ot. :-. _-.-~. {.~ ,_.;. . .· .. · -~ --- ,- · ' . ' .. '· . .... 1 , ~ ,. ' : 

~.' ,, · •i .There'are no royal roads tO God ; ex~t the Old worn ways 
·• of sacttiice 'atld austerity. · · The wearing of tb:e ragged robe that 
'.hides kingliness ; ·the blazoning out a.o.d. following of old troths ; 
• ~;~· •. 'knittingllim thr~:>l1ghout oqc's. h~ body, till thew~ of . 

. man becomes automatt<:ally God~s wiU ; _till the .man and God are 
'in~cably-«?ile f these are·~ only wa-r, ; this is the only goal; 

. . . . -this;the fuiality ofhuman achievement.' ·. · · 
~:;_ •·;-"• .•j. ·, .-._ ·_.,-.r '- . -• .~· _··-... . ~ ~ .. - ,_ ,_,;,' ·~- . ,,. , ._,,.: · 
, Here. are ,ioaie .notable ac:erpt$ from the book : ·.. . .. . 

.- ' .... - : ., • ' :t . ' . . : . . . ' ·- . \ .... ~ ' ·v .i~ .. ~· There aie three kinds of meditation : , on saCred words ; on ··' ·· an unmanifested God; and on a God with Divine attributes • 
. _ _l . :t~. Devotion ~d service are the highest form of worship." . 

VV .L ~- -~~ 'fher~' .is a.· nectai: in the· body· of the Pure· Vu~ : to. that 
·~ · ·· r '~tpe~- -~e .'P.if!t in~te. · z..·.~e.-~Y of .man is the 

. uruverse :an· nw:uature. · · ; _ · 
.JX.I._.)•H:e·who·worships. with anger in.his heartloses his me-rit; 
· ·' eV-en as the water in the half baked pot loses· itsel£ · z. Greed 

. destroys all good · quallties.. · ,.- When in the process of 
meditation,. ',the· meditatot and the object ·of meditation are . 

·--pierge~ thena.t;ises ~enectarof~~om.•:.· =~ 1 • ·~ · ·· 
, 1 • .•· .• , , , f" . "- -- ,- I I ' , • 

. · ,This ·little bOok' of · :wg~ Shatpe will be heartily, received by the 
' scholar aod the philosopw and will ~eet whl:t the watm approbation 
·of both.. ' ~ ~ ' · · ' , · · · · ' · ~ 
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