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DEDICATED TO
Cmm ARTHUR JOHN: DUDI.EY—LAV’EN‘DER
IN EVER LOVING nmunmcn

To that which was written by his old friend, A. Babington;
Esquite, an old Etonian and one of the ‘most  talented
of writers and poets (in the leadcrette of his paper, The
Daily Post,* Bangalore), the. wiitet; can add: no .more—

-“‘The late Capta.m Asthur Iohn Lavender- was ‘only
thxrty—cxght years of age, having been born on May 4th,
1889. His lamented death, by a melancholy" coincidence
thus occurred om his th.trty—caghth birthday. ‘The recital
of his useful services is entitely. inadequate to aﬁ'ord any
idea of his merits and universal popula.nty And he was
popular not only, because he' was courteous to all, and,
considerate to the humblest of those with whom he camé
in contact. - He did more than that. If the late Captain’
Lavender, within his. modest sphere of action, could
help a lame dog over 2 stile he would da so-—4nd did so—
often at considerable’ personal saétifice. - And yet he was’
one of the least self-assertive of men : qmet-—evm reserved
—but he was ever out to help others, and that is pe:haps :
as honourable and Iovable 2n epitaph as anymanc‘,’an carty-
with him when he leaves this wolld, = .

It is no mere form of speech to say ‘this: h1s eaﬂy deat.h
will cause wxde—spread sorrow in Bangalore. He Was a
personal friend of many yeats-—hc was _everybody’s
friend—and notmthstzmdmg his 1et;1.1:mg, nature; it will
be- long before he is forgotten in- Bangalote. Mote
prominent men go to their rest with' infinitely less real-
mourning, and the tributes which' ‘are Iaid upon his last
resting place will be very real tokens of affection.”

- 3 The Daily Pe:t«—-4tthy 1927.
’- ;
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‘Manr of these atticles haye been published in the Iustrated
’M’e,é_ly of . Ihdm ; some.in the World of New York ~All
‘have been rcwsed, andin many cases completely rewtitten ;
‘but to the Ed1tors of these papexs, I am deeply indebted
'for courtcous -pétmission to teprint them in book-form.
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AUTHOR’S FOREWORD

To write a book about India and Indians is no easy task -
even for one who has lived ‘amongst them,.4s the wnter_f‘
has, for 24 yeats. ,

These articles Werc. Wnttcn ‘of Indla, and- Indians, to
prevent Europeans “applying ‘their “own standards’ of -
judgment in solving problems which'are cssenually matters
for the Eastern people alone: - What the Westetn ‘world
itself feels about the mattet is- not the cntemon best smted &
for a balanced judgment. -

The' views expressed here are*not necessarily those of -
the authot. But nothing has been ezaggerated, and the -
descriptions : and incidents may "well be counted as part of
the author’s own expencnce. S



CHAPTER. T
. THE PurpAH

HEN one considers the mystery that. has, always
hung round zenanas ‘the': many strange taIes that
the Westetn world holds as fact ate not wholly mexphcable .
The unknown’ holds romance ‘and “romance. is "the:
breeding place of ﬁctlon Aqd yet ‘there is nb mystery'
Zenanas in India contain. wotmen as happy and sattsﬁed as:
Westetn women; in many; ‘cases happier, and ' faf, more,
contented, One is not prepared to say that ther.q‘ a;.‘& 0.
“unhzppy inmates of a zenana, for unhappmess is* part of
the lot of earthly mortals ; H but this much is ceftain ;. thefe
is no more unhappmess in zenanas than ‘there.is in’the
palaces of Europe
' "There is coming into -existence a ‘new.type of zenana
lady—still in the minotity at present—one who has had
her limitations pushed home very formbly, but not always
discreetly, by European women.. ‘This new type would like
the fully fledged wings of her Enghsh sistet, not reahsmg
that our highly bred women ate as. bound by mles and
conventions as rigid as ever bound 2 ‘woman of the zenana.
* The new movement in India, that is bnngmg the Prmces
to realise the benefit of education’ for :their wives and
daughters on up-to-date lines, Would gain added force
if the right kind of Englishwoman as teacher of companion
could always be procured : the kind who Wpuld sink some



 THE INDIA THAT IS INDIA

of her preconcpwcd 1deas about zenana life, and concern
herself with grafting on the original tree, instead of wanting
to uproot and plant without consideration: Could some
of these Well—mmmng, ‘but ill-advised, ladies realise’ to
what lengths théir indiscretion led ‘them, they would
certainly pause befotc they gave effect to their utterances.
It would rathet surptise them to learn that the “ pathetic
“interest > that, accordmg to some of them, these “ poor
-purdah prisoners ” take in the outside world is only strongly
developed _woman’s cunosxty ‘The v151t of an English-
woman in the zenana is a’ novel event.’ The European
hats alone are subjects for them to laugh over for hours
together.  {And, surely, in comparison to the pretty head-"
dress:of the Indian zenana lady, some of our hats are as
smthng as they are ludjcrous) -

" 'Then".again, the visit'of an” Enghshwoman means
drcssmg up in finest garments : donning beautiful jewellery
and listening meIacmdy to admiring comments. - All
the Englishwoman wears, and all she says, is gone over
‘again with their husbands brothers, relations and friends,
not always accurately, - g
y These: Well-meamng sympath15ers do not know that the
zenana prisoners (%) | hold their own courts, hear lectures
of priests,*and hsten to ‘the ‘songs. of poets and bards
through latticed windows :* and have their friends and
relations to stay ‘with thcm for months and even years
at their pleasure. \

Their one depnvatlon, and to most of thcm it is not 2
depnvatmn, is that they must not show their faces or
petsons to strange men. Hete the writer speaks in all
diffidence, knowing well that thete are as chaste women
in the zenanas of India, as in any court of Europe; yet

12



THE PURDAH

~ in tradition and custom, there is no fnendsl;lp between the
sexes in India: no transitory stages. 'The man becomes
the possessot, the woman the possessed, mthm an hour’s‘
acquzuntancc. '
- Ina country of hot and quick passmns, could not that
zenana system be much more a protection than a prison
to 2 woman ? |
Another point wl:uch must not be ovetlooked ‘is that
the greatest advocates of the zenana are women thcmsclvcs.
. When 2 Maharani seeks a daughtet-in-law for her sor,
the young Mahara]a, she invariably chooses’ her £tom a
‘zenana family,”

These and similar rematks have often beeh heard.by
the writer: “I'don’t want a daughter—m—law who shows
her face and form to men ljkc the common women. do.”

Is it worth while discussing séntiment hete, and possibly
offend all the sentimentalists by saymg that love (ot hatred).
is mostly a question of propinquity ?-

A rather charming Indian girl once i.nformed the writer.
that the martiages of the Wcstem wotld were most oftent
the closing chapter of 3 romance, whilst with the Eastern’
wotld it was the opening.

One wonders if she was wholly wron s g B WD

- Mutual antipathy is not conﬁned to ﬁle East. , 'I'hese
ignoted women, using the’ word in "a. general sense;

ignored for want of charm, beauty of ‘culture; would be
rather wretched old maids in Europe. ~Tnl India they have
a home and offen children ; *and though they :may not
tetain their husbands® love or estecm, they have 2 deﬁmte
position.

Pity is a grmt quahty 3 but thcre are’ cert:unly more -
deserving Ob]CCtS

i;



THE INDIA -THAT IS INDIA ,

The lot of  the hlgh-caste Indmn widow is terribly
sad : but is it more $o than the Iot of any other teal widow ?
"This parucula.r reference is to zenana widows, the widows
of pnnces, not the poor, suﬁ'enng .widows of those other
orthodox classes. | The writer sees ‘the little found of life
still ‘going on plaadly enough, without the loved face
that makes all the difference between she who was once
¢ the fortunate one ” and is now *the ill-omened one.”
. #The. mother of the present Maharaja of Jodhpur, who
was 2 pnncess of Bundi-Kotah, had a considerable amount
of freedom’ even' after she became a widow. She
travelled extenswely, in her zenana sa.loon, and died in
:Jamnagar. Lo

Het 'co-wife, 4 pnncess of Uda.lpur the prem1er Rajput
State in India, has, by her'own wish, ‘never left the fort
‘smce her deowhood and even in her husband’s lifetime,
'to’ Ieave the fort- was agamst 'all her Rajput principles.
.)Ort pie occasion, duting the visit of Colonel Sir Alexander
they, who was, then Agent ta the Govetnor General
in"Rajputana, ~her ‘husband, Maharaja Sudar, Singh sent
for her to his palace on the plains to see some performance
‘She -came in.a camage, swathed all round with thick
- curtains : sthe air coming in only from an opening under-
‘neath: came unwﬂhngly for she hated the comparatively
open zenana of the modern palace below the fort. ‘The
strict seclusion of the fort was home and happiness to this
‘daughter of the highest Rajput atistocrat.

. One can judge by this incident alone the absurdity of

saying that these great ladies are locked up without any

consideration . given to their wishes. In the Bengal of

to-day, wealthy ladies of the Vaisya cIass, are takmg to

purdah of their own accotd, feeling that it gives presﬁge.
14



THE PURDAH.

Tradition, custom and religion give the ladies of a
household a special position : they are coutited the incama-
tions of the goddess of fortune, and to dlsplease them
means bringing misfortune to the. house. -
- Making an even average, the good. with the bad, thc'
Indian woman’s lot is mcomparably better than that of the'
European woman. - S

Zenana ladies propcx—the Ra]putams daughtc:s of
Maharajas—are in a class by themselves, the aristocracy
of India, as their name—daughters of 2 King—implies.

They are so far above the society of their ‘states as to
make their entrance into that socxety an act completely':

devoid of dignity. - SRR :
 Maharatta. princesses hke Baroda, Gwahor, Indorc,‘
Dewas, etc., do not keep strict purdah. E e

The Mahomedans have 2'purdah system; and'it hast
been suggested that the presznt “ purdah . of the Rayputs;

This is pure fallacy. gty
Anyone who_knows t.he Ra]puts wﬂl r&hse t.hat thcy_"
are the last people on wth to follow a Mahomedz.n'
custom. - ; o
It is true that zenana as we know it to-day does date-
from the Moghul invasion ; but it was certainly not copied
- from the Mahomedans ¢ the * purdah *’ for a Mahomedan
woman, according to the Kotan, requites only that her
face and bust be covered. - She is allowed. to move out
freely in the quaint costume of the “bhurka” - The
Bcgum of Bhopal, in her Bhurka, is a correctly attired
Mahomedan lady according to the Kora.n, and she can
move about in public. |
But a Rajput lady cannot move out in pubhc at all s
15 L



. THE INDIA THAT IS INDIA

ot can she show het form even though it be so covered
‘as to make it u.nxccogmsable

Thete js no doubt; however, that a Hindu princess,
secn and coveted by a Moghul prince, was the cause of the
"ruin of a dynasty. -Not only i in Chitore, but elsewhere as
Well Hindu ladies of rank were marked down as lawful
prey by their Mussalman conquerors. The zenana came
then, as it is now, for the protectxon of woman and het
‘honour.: - : : '
- 3 If to some it has becomc a pnson, it is the prisont of the
mind : forthe Eastem mind, imbibing the new ideas of the
,-Westem wotld, has made the vision of the zenana smaller:
_its old pleasures havc lost their zest ; for the old content-
. ment 1s no more. -

“'16



CHAPTER II
A Dum ANIN'DIAN ancrsss LIFE

SKETCH for thc benefit of thc unmmatcd, of the

oundation on which zenapa family life is built,
will give the reader some idea of the family life of a2 Hindu.
The joint-family system is seen in the zenana in its complete-
- ness: the mother—sometimes the grandmother—of the
ruling prince, vatious widows of defunct brothers or
uncles of the Mahataja ; the maharanis proper, wives of-
the ruling prince; their daughters and daughtets—m—law,
are all togcthcr B

Age catries with ptecedcncc unusual dlgmﬂes though,
like all the good things of the world, the abuse of this nght
has now led to 2 d.lmmutlon, that, in mz.ny rcspccts is to
be deplored. .

The daughters—m—law of orthodox zenanas are obhged
by custom to respect and comply with the wishes of their
husband’s relations from their mothers-in-law downwards, .
and any mistake committed here is oons1dered an msult to
the husband himself. -

The daughters have a freet’ time : for in thelt fathe:’s
house, they are considered sacred trusts fot some other
family. Rigid cthuettc awaits them after marriage: till
then they lead, in every tespect, 4 practically untrammelled
life: a life that is undoubtedly 2 pampered one, and
hardly a fit training for the one to follow ; yet they seem

' 17 ' . . B



' THE INDIA THAT IS INDIA

_to make few mistakes, and all fall in with thc routine
cxpected of them very easily.

It is not that intrigue is part of their nature: but it is
their business in life to know, not only how to please,
but how to retain superiority in their own little wake of
life. Sometimes "these efforts are harmless enough:
but there are undoubtedly occasions when they get out

-of bounds 'and are not so harmless ; then one sees a nature
that can only count as complete happmess the retammg of
affection to the exclusion of all others.” -

" 'The zenana lady- has often found it fatal to arouse
intetest in any other petson outside herself: that it is
to her advantage to prex}cnt ot kill any unusual interest
“outside that which is included in her own. Even the
modern zenana lady, whose trend of thought "has been
anghused, has found this a useful rule. .

The Indian girl is'very different to her English sister,
with strange undercurrents of feeling that are totally
ahcn to the simpler Enghsh g, .

~ 'The plurality of wives in the zenana, with its incessant
'struggle for hold of a place, if not one of supetiority at
‘least of equa.hty a struggle in which even the children
are forced to join; is, no doubt, one of the reasons of this
Adlﬂ'erence in outlook. ' ‘

' Though, again, the quesnon of co-wives is a subject
to be approached from quite a different standpomt to that
usually taken by the Western world. |
A certain amount of physical jealousy undoubtedly
prevails, but the moral degradation felt by the Western
woman, in similar circumstances, is completely absent.

A concrete instance proving this fact : it is not uncom-

mon for the non-favourite queens of 2 Maha.tala to combine
18



A DAY IN AN INDIAN PRINCESS S LIFE

together in lessening the love or influence held by the
favourite. ‘They get the Maharaja to remarry ; and should
this occur to the detriment of the favoutite, their joy at
‘having succeeded in ousting her from his affections,
considerably outweighs any grief at havmg still another'
petson to share in their privileges. :  ® - L
This may appear a strange patadox: but anyone Whoi,
. knows intimately- anythmg of zenana life will testlfy"
- to its verity.
 Western standards of happmess unhappmess, ‘are not |
- the appropriate ones for ]udgmg the happmess, or unhapp1-
ness, of the East. - 3
* The Indian lady, in her ‘own Way, is, on an average .
far happiet than the more independent Wesfern woman.
Indeed, she openly. pities her for several things which in -
themselves are no deprivation to the woman of the West,. -
but would be so to the woman of the East: the English- .
woman’s comparative scantiness.of jewellety, -even. het’
much boasted freedom, are to the Indian lady ewdence;'
alike of the little value in which a Western woman is held |
by her patents or husband. ... oy o
The non-existence of the joint farmly system in Europe |
is put down to complete want of natural affection. =
The very things that have aroused the most pity afe
often the most treasured things of the East, where the
absence of them has, in turn, aroused cnt1c1sm and' p1ty
towards the Western world. T
‘The Indian princess is supposed to rise early, bathe and
sit for prayers : if she is married, she must go the round of
the zenana, and pay her respects to her elders. =~
After doing this, she may break her fast. Later, the -
priest of the family comes to tead a religious book behind
19 T
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latticed windows: or, for those who like it better the
da.ncmg gitls come to sing or dance.
- This listening to a priest where the ladies sit unseen,
“secing all, behind a latticed window, is purely perfunctory
-some of the sober-minded listen, occasionally, in between
‘the conversation of the younger and more frivolous,
who, if they come at all, carry ona whispered conversation
amongst themselves, qtute undeterred by any solemnity
of theme, finding the gossip of fncnds, or servants fresh
from the bazaat, more entertaining.
-+ 'The servant of the zenana is a privileged person. Past
- mistresses in the art of i mtngue some of thcm have worked
“untold harm in the zenanas.
"+ Modern education has decreased her power which was
-at one time almost unlimited. A vivid reminder of a
‘servant’s misused influence over her mistress occurs in the
“tale of Kaikiyi, wife of King Dasarath, in the Ramayana :
and in modern times, the writer knows of an instance
where the Mahataja bade his wife choose between him ot
the dismissal of a favourite servant, and the Maharani’
made her choice in favour of the servant,
- It is due to these servants that zenana ladies, through
their. latticed windows, know by name and appearance
every .servant of the State, male or female. Powers of
observation, which one might expect to be blunted by a
life of seclusion, ate extraordinarily keen.
. 'The zenana lady is far from being an ignoramus, even
though het book qualifications may be limited.
She is mote often than not a shrewd business woman

with a natural bent for m]mg, and a special aptitude
for adapting hetself to circumstances and holding her
own,
w 20



A DAY IN AN INDIAN PRINCESS’S LIFR

Meals are served in different rooms, even from different
kitchens, to give suitable facilities to those favoured ladies
of the household whose husbands take their meals with
them: or to those others who are orthodox, and reqmre
food cooked in Brahmin fashion. = ,

" The etiquette of the zenana is very strict. 'I'he father-m-

- law may never meet his daughters-in-law :. though, oddly
- enough, a mother-in-law often meets and converses with
- her sons-in-law : a brother may ‘never meet his younger
 brothers’ wives. e |

This means thatina farmly of four brothers the youngest
may meet all his brothets’ wives; the thitd all but the
fourth brother’s wife : the second only his elder brother’s
wife, and the eldest brother meet none of his sisters-in-law.
~ After meals, most zenana ladies have a siesta, sleeping-
away the hottest part of the day. Many of them have-
learnt“to have afternoon tea after the siesta: but it
does not hold the sway over them as it does over the“
European. A G ST

Zenana princesses have not yet learnt to smoke.;
cigarettes :* though many of the older type of Mahomedan .
Begums have a decided weakness for hobble-gobbles »

One, whom the writer knew persona]ly, was never
without her “hookah,” and used to spend most of her
time—when she was not eating or sleepmg-—m pufﬁng‘
‘at it, in between playing bezique.

Zenana ladies love cards ; and play bezique, and a kxnd |
of whist splendidly. They baven’t yet mastered bridge ;*
but when they do, their long memoties, especially where
cards are concerned, will make them the champlon bndge-
players of the world. |

* This was wnttenin 1919.
21



', THE INDIA THAT IS INDIA

In the evening, the wives of the State officials arrive,
"each accordmg to her status in modern motors, double-
horsed camagcs w1th drawn curtams, smgle-horsed
 bullocks, completely covered by red cloth; and pay theit

respects to the ladies of the zenana.

A pleasant hour or more is spent in gossip. Often
they dance togcther——old and young alike, like children—
forming a: nng ; touching hands, bowing, pivoting and
 singing in unison, fo]lowmg the lilt of a single leader;
while 2 maid-servant, in the centte, beats 2 drum with
fingers rigidly stretched to exact out of a skin-covered
drum its .most penetrating sound 1ommg, hersclf in
\the chorus. : ]

* As the sun wanes, a hght is brought in, Itis of the most
- simple kind, a wick made of twisted cotton, in an earthen-

ware 'receptacle of ghee; this light is the signal for the
lighting of every other la.mp in the palace: all stand or
~ bow, as the light comes in, making respectful salutations;
the unmartied gitls cracking their knuckles on the forehead,
' the married ladies prostrating, first' to the queens, and
-then the elders: a pretty custom worth preserving.

_'This is the signal for the guests to depatt, and the Iadies
of the zenana to go to their several -apartments to adorn
themselves for the night.

‘For Indian ladies of the zenana like the Enghsh-women |
_dress in their best at night, when for the former their
| men-folk usually arrive.

" ‘These are they for whom the Westem wotld spends its
vain pity and sheds its mawkish tears! Not perhaps 2
full life, nor one used in its best sense: but certainly not
an unhappy one.

22



A DAY IN AN INDIAN PRINCESS S LIFE

Is not unhappiness a thing of decree mw.smed only
by one’s capacity for enjoyment ?

Yet there are they who would make a gﬂevance for
these contented zenana ladies who do pot consider the
home that protects them the pnson that ‘the Westem
world calls it in its lgnora.nce. | '

23



cH APTER III.
Pon'cml

O doubt the King and Quccn of Afghanistan in
attempting to temove by law the evils of polygamy—
- and they are many—made a very plucky attempt to bring
Asiatic countries to the European way of thinking on this
- subject. But whether they wete wise or not, the futute
~ will tell. For there is the Asiatic side of the question:
- certain evils that are attendant in Asmtxc lands, on enforced
,monogtamy -
Both in Ind1a- and .Afghamstan, martiages are still thosc

" of convenlence. -

 Inthecaseof the daughtets of a Maharaja, it is incumbent
on their dignity to marry 2 Maharaja, or, at least, an heir-
appatent. “When thete are many. daughters, and the
Maharajas and their direct heirs are few in compatison;
when social opinion is so sttong, the marriage market
becomes tight, |
* Indians, with a few noble cxceptlons have not, yet,
reached a level of thought that views the pon-marriage
of their daughters with equammty A growntup > unmarried
“daughter in the house is considered 2 stigma on the fair’
name of the parents. Rich or poot, or even diseased, an

? This was wtitten when King Amanullah and Queen Soutiya were still on the

thtone of Afghanistan, The writer’s views, not ‘necessarily her own wete asked |

for in this matter.

24



POLYGAMY

Indian woman must be given in matrimony : and money
- is often poutred out to secute a favourable marnage with
one unft for marriage. ) _
Monogamy enforced must demand a sclcctton as ca.tcﬁ:l'
and as considered as possible, lest thc nation degenerate'
to a degrce beyond redemption. o -
It is still tacitly understood amongst a certain culturea
class, the cream of India, that a second wife, if the first be’
sansfactory' and able to bear chjldtcn, is wrong. But
if the wife, however chamnng, bears no child, the need of.
a son to 2 Hindu, being part of his teligion—for it is the
son who pcrfonns a]l lus last fites—over-rules all pe:sonal
desire.
To the Indx:m woman also who undcr Hmdu law, t:amnot=
inherit, 2 son of her own or even of a co-wife, ensures tha,
retention of her husband’s land and wealth. SEPR
A Mahomedan widow can own and inherit property
This status—it would be well for Western reformers to’
note—was fized long before the Western woman’s own.
married woman’s property act came into law, .. °
The lot of the Hindu widow in India is unsatlsfactory
-at best. Without a son, she is, pracnca]ly, at the
mercy of her husband’s relations, near or distant, and
'is only entitled to her maintenance; and more often
than not a mere pittance is conmdered suﬁiaent for her
needs.
In many instances, to keep the property mtact, a w:fe, .
bearing no children, has herself insisted on the re-mamagc
of her husband. One distasteful instance, the writer
remembers, was of a first wife who chose the second
wife herself : a young gml, onc-eyed and slightly crack-
brained.

25



THE INDIA THAT IS INDIA

This second wife bore two children: but the elder
retained—as was likely under the circumstances—all
her power: and both the children were dccply attached
to her, and she to them.
 'To a Maharani, an heir to the throne is almost ahfe and
death question.

'‘The heir of a co-w1fc counts as- the son of all the
Maharams, the first wife counting as head-mother.

The allowing of an Indian queen, by the Government
of India, to be’ regent  duting the minority of her son,
has cons1derably amchomted the lot of the Indian queen-
‘widow.

- Another pomt to be consxdcred ca.refully is that the
‘gitl of the anstocrauc class m India has no means of
maintaining herself, - ' P |

. 'The mother instinct in all As1at1c guls is very sttong ;
fat stronger than that ‘of her Eutopean sister. Unless, a

‘tremendous change in social customs is effected first,
there is no doubt. that enforced monogamy will fall
hardest on the vcry class it a1ms at protectmg that of the
‘woman. '

 Thereis a far more dehcatc questlon, which must not
be shirked. |

‘Thete is; in India, a pampered class of men: a class
that breeds strongest in hot countries. If this class, by
law, is made to conform to monogamy, what will be the
result? Merely.a playing into the hands of the dancing
gitls and the courtesans.

A socxety entertainer told me that he once played for 2
certain Asiatic king on the occasion of a hair-cutting
celebration of his sons.

When the curtain went up, the entertainer saw across
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the footlights eighty youngsters, who appea.ted to h1s |
_inexperienced eye, all of one age. | [
He was very curious to learn who these boys were and ’
was stunned—a rather mild word—to leam they were all
 the sons of the king. - : Co
In olden days, no doubt, a collection of sons, grandsons, .
great-grandsons on a colossal scale made for the strength
and prowess of a clan.. In ancient h1story, one reads of N
a hundred sons as nothing unusual. e
Could woman, on whom falls the greater burden keep .
pace with amatory feats of this kind? : |
There is also the vexed question of divorce. - The .
Mahomedan girl can be given “talak” (divorce). But.
in Hinduism, there is no d1vorce for husband or W1fe of .
the higher classes. . 4 e
A dissatisfied man marties agam, and h13 d1scatded
wife remains in his house. - o
A woman, even if she has the pnvﬂege of dlvorce, 1s X
in India, tarnished goods. - o
Her only possibility of haPpmess is to try and pIease ,:‘
her husband. - It happens as often as not that the arrival
of a second wife may be entirely the fault of the first wife.
Stranger, still, to Englishwomen, it is not unknown for
a Princess of an Indian State to ask her father-in-law to -
bring her, as a present, a “sister : the des1gnat10n of a
co-wife. The writer, herself, heard this absurd request.
Four Ranis of a certain State commiserated, actually -
commiserated, with a certain Begum because she ‘was the
only wife.
~ “Oh! How dreadfully lonely you must be ! » chorused
the four Ranis: and one believes them sincere. So it
is vain to try and solve this puzzle by applymg to it the
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xulcs of another world. - For if it is no longer true that
East and West cannot meet ; it is for ever true that the
laws that are. wxse for the one are not necessa.nly mse
for the other. |
* Each must be gulded by What is expcdlent and necessa.ry
to the happmcss of the majonty of their kmd »

28



CHAPTER IV
- TeE JA.INS o

HE Jains ate one of the most influential and, posmbly, Q
one of the most mlsunderstood communities in '_
India. ‘
~ They sweep from Wcst to East actoss Northern India:
but have little powet now.down South where orthodox_" .
Brahminism, broken by Buddhism, reigns once more.
It was Shri Sha.nkarachatya, who swcpt away _]an:usm '_
after its supercession of Buddhismi.
The Jains are divided into two sects, the Swetambar
and the Sthana-vasi, the principles of which are 1dent1cal
the difference; a wide one, being that of ritual. e
It is to the Swetambar Jains thatIndia owesits magmﬁoent
 Jain-temples : * the Palitana and Dilwara ones being wotld-
famous for their wonderful marble carvmg real spccnnens K
of Jain architecture. - ‘
The Swetambar Jains are 1dol-worsh1ppers : the Sthana-
~ vasi Jains do not worship the idols ; though they keep the
idols of their Tirthankars in'temples and respect them.
Thete is a third sect *“ Digambars ”—literally : naked
ones. But the Jaifs no longer, look with. favour on. this "
third sect.! So far there is in existence to-day only one
~ Digambar priest of note. He lives in a garden in Benares.

* Since this has been written there has bcen an agxtauon in favour of the revival 2
of this sect. = ‘
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The D1gambars-—as their name infers—wear no
clothes.

' The priests of the Swetambar sect wear two cloths :
a loin-cloth and a shouldez-cloth. o :

- The Sthana-vasi ptiest adds a small piece of canvas
_over his mouth laced by loops of twisted tape over each
ear.

Photographs of all sects of the pnest-hood ate vety
difficult to pracure, because, strictly speaking, the taking
of photographs is forbidden to the Jain monkhood.
~ But some devotee gets his own way where the ‘most
important pnests are concerned : and these photographs,
are available in limited numbers, and have a value that the
-mere layman will never apprecmte unless he be of the
]am religion®

‘The' ]ams have a monkhood, that is one of the most
* chaste in the world: that must never touch a woman,
nor occupy the same carpet or mat as the ,opposite
sex. Even the accidental touch of a baby girl means
fasting for the monk for the whole day. This does
not mean’ that the Jams do not tespect ‘women. On
the contrary, the Jain rehgxon—unhke Hmdmsm—allows
women the use of the sacred “ mantras,” and initiates
them into 2 nunncry more or less similar to the order of

the monkhood. A
~The nuns are bound by their order, however, to
respect the monks, and are not on terms of complete
equality, holding a slightly subordinate position.

1 In the All India Jain Conference of 1933, at Aimere, the film showing, among
other scenes, the procession of the priests was an occasion of a good deal of dispute,
and it was held up for a time by a certain section of Jains as contravening this law
of prolnbmon The chief objectors were, of course, the priests themselves;
but it was pointed out to them that they not being a  to the act of filming, had

contravened no law. Bettet feelings subsequently prevailing, the film is now g
shown. - ' '
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Monks and nuns ahke walk barefooted the former,
bateheaded.

They carry a whisk of soft wool to sweep away sma]l :
insects in their way, and must not walk on - grass.
To ensure this rule being strictly obsetved, their rehglon :
forces them to spend four months of the 1rainy season in
one place; whilst, at other times, they must not stay more‘
than ten days in the same place. . -~ |

Several reasons are given for tl:us last rule ; the pre-‘
venting of worldly attachments, and of monks and nuns,

temaining 2 burden on a single set of people, bemg two of
the most important. - They beg their food twice 2" day in.
wooden bowls, and must not take more than they can’
eat at one meal. ' If, by oversight or want of judgment,
they have received mote than their needs, the unused food.
must be taken several miles out of the city. and ‘buried,
lest it attract insect-life, and the ‘monk ot fun become a‘;
cause leading to its hurt or destruction.”

They must always eat, sit, walk and guatd every.;
physical movement carefully for the same reason-—lest :
they become respons1ble for the death of some sentxent_,
thing. .

This scrupulous regard for ammal and msect hfe has x
given sise to the wildest stoties about the Jains. .-~ '\

One of the most absutd, generally believed by Europea.ns’
in India, is that the Jains pay-beggats to sleep in blankets
covered with bugs and fleas to ensute the insects a full
meal. |

This is an absolute libel: for blood food of any’
description, is forbidden to the ]ams by every eth1c of
their religion.

The monks and nuns are not allowed to txavel in any
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conveyance : though this rule dated from the days when

trains and motors were not in existence, and no Jain monk

"could be a burden to man and beast.

. Yet, strange paradox, to-day, whilst motors and trains

A ,are still strictly taboo, a sick monk or nun is allowed to
be catried by men in a palanqum. -

- {The same fear of destroymg insect life makes the eating
of roots one of the minor sins.

| Every Jain town has a hemutage called a * Pinjra-pol,”
~ whete ammals buds and every form. of msect life find
-sanctuatys b
<~ Thereis a separate buﬂdmg for msects of vatious softs,

| almost hermetlcally closed.. :

~  'The insects are placed inside th:cough ‘small apertures
~ and vatious grams ate put in for their sustenance.

' The building is opened out evety twelve ot fifteen
years, inspected and cleaned: ‘

Snakes and other po1sonous reptiles are caught by a
spec1a11y made clefted-stick ; and there are men who are
adepts at holding a snake in these sticks ; snakes ate not
+ in the hermitage, but cartied ‘by thesé men to an unin-
habited piece of jungle and left there.

It sounds a great deal of trouble and very absurd to ‘the
Westetn wotld: for to the people of this world it is so
much easiet to kill them, But it is just here that the spirit

“of sactifice, so prmsed in Jain ethics, and cultivated so
catefully, appears in its greatest form.
~ 'The writer knows, personally, of an instance whete a

~ Jain woman had a snake taken out of her house twice,

before it retutned the third time to bite her: and even
though she ‘died, the relatives took the snake out agam,
and left it in a far-away jungle.
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It has been said that Jains are kinder to ammals than

men, instancing the palanqmn carried by men'in ‘whith
sick priests travel : but it is forgotten that the will of the
men who catty them can always be determined : “if they
grow ‘tited they may demand rest;’ whilst:an’ 2nimal,
under similar’ condmons may be wotked whcn unﬁt
‘weary ot unwxlhng : -
- In these “ pinjra- poIs ».old and ‘Womn-out %.mmals are
‘kept : ammals ‘suffering " from “diseases ‘some—alas—
‘incurable, . The healthy ones go out for grazing’ inspecial
‘fields: the latter ‘are: tended to,’ sometimes, - on¢’ ‘feirs,
not too- sausfactorﬂy, by’ vctcnmry surgeons ;' all-‘ate
allowed to die 2' natural “death.t - Undoubtedly,'at" one
time, these old hermitages were’ badly orgamsed ‘and-a
‘good deal of money : ‘went;'to ‘waste. "It “is ‘more than
possible that in thany cases, a good deal: ‘of unnecessiry.
suffering took ' place.  But ‘the evils: 'have been " greatly
exaggerated : and the good done very& tnuch under-
estimated.

Many a hurt bird,’ manx a fnghtcned., lost crcatu.te'hf the
woods, has ' been protected xestmed to © health !and
returned to its old haunts - the Wntef can vouch for thls
pcrsonally ' :

The poor old horses are fcd" sothe of thn pcrhaps'
used; but only for processions z , certainly not sold to take
mote work out of ‘their tired, old bodies, as—to our
discredit, be it said—the poor wotn-out hotses of England
are sold. The Jain religion is. cssentla]ly a ‘religion of
harmlessness, ahimsa ; translated so badly; by the pohtical,
Hx :1 In this connection, the wtiter has been instrumenml i.n {VI

ndus to found a new hospital, the Gurushri Shanti Vijayaji t. Abu,

which is run on up-to-date Western lines, retaining this Jam nnci lc of not hastei=:
ing death : pain, of cousse, allemted by anzsthetics, e
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- word  non-violence; but harmlessness by word and
: thought as well as by deed.
-, If a monk of nun falls ill, he ot she is allowcd to: remain
in that place till recovery or death.
' 'The death of a Jain monk is an event of sacred interest
to a number of devout people, who come many miles to
take a last look at the face of the dead ptiest: special
. metit is believed, to be won by this act, parucularly if the
deceased pnest was a man of some eminence or saintliness.
‘The priest’s cotpse is kept a$ long as twenty-fourhours,
an unusual time in India, to a].low pcople from distant
* places to arrive in time. ‘The body is placed in 2 sitting
- posture, kep‘t'm position by topes, still in the white dress
of the priesthood ;- sprinkled, now, with red. powder
~ and in the case of the Sthana-vasi priests, forthe’ ﬁrst time,
~since initiation,, w1thout the white covering over the
. mouth. ‘The corpse is placed in its old place amongst its
_‘pupils and brother-monks: and this scated monk, dead
to all at last, is a sight of deep pathos-—once seen, never
to be forgotten. . B & ;
. Jainn monks do not shave their bcards, hps, or chins:
R but twice a yeat, they pluck the hair out. Some monks
have tersible scats and sores due to this pa.l.nﬁll austerity.
. The keynote of the Jain religion is sacrifice, - Harmless-
" ness, ie., “ Ahimsa” is placed at the head of the eight
ptime virtues that every Jain hopes, sometime or the other,
_ to acquire in their fullness. '
- 1. Harmlessness.
2. Subjection of all senses.
3. Kindness.
4. Patience.
5. Fullness of entire knowledge.
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6. Truth,

7. Fixedness in penance. -

8. Knowledge, void of doubt.

The monks of both sects are dnrxdcd into tmchcrs and
ascetics.

Vocation makcs thc one of the other .

The teachers preach in public places set apart for the
purpose, and however busy a Jain may be, it is part of his
. religious duty to attend these sermons in pmon, wn.h, if
' possible, all the members of his family.

Pilgrimages on holy days, the bn:thdays of  Tirthankers”
are great occasions espedially among the Swetambar sect.
Large bands of pilgtims are formed: and the devout.
walk some hundreds of miles with bands ‘of monks and
nuns. There is all the paraphernalia of 2 regula.t caravan
including a temple on wheels. - |

More often than not, the cost of the excursion is
entirely defrayed by some devout merchant, who is the
leader of the expedition : (Sangh)—that collects more and
more Jains “ en route ™ to the place of pilgtimage. .

The bigger “sanghs” cost anyt.hmg fr.om over. ﬁfty
thousand to over a lakh of rupees. -

The Jains who are a sect distinctly apart ﬁ'om thc Hmdus
have, strangely enough, all their ceremonies perfo:med
by Brahmins.

There are many reasons advanccd for this complex:lty
but the principle one is probably because the Jain piests,
vowed to non-interference in any woxldly concern, cannot
officiate in marriage ceremonies: or, in fact, any ritunal
requiring daily attendance. As regards the cooks also:
the Jains have intensely conservative views about food:
and they keep Brahmins to do their cooking i in preference
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even to mcmbers of their own sect, though they eat food
' cooked by the ladies of their family,
' ‘The Jains are married at an-early age:..and the Jain
ladies ‘ate: usually splendid- house-wives : and cooks : ‘still
" excelling in those. arts of buttcr-makmg, the making of
pickles; - prcserves, . healing’ - ointments -and " cooling
:decoctions, : > reminiscent - Of ~one’s - great-grandniother’s
:times,“when'- Women had thc lcxsure and inclination for
‘these gentle arts N
“ | Present—day agitation " is. touchmg -the - modcm Jain
‘lady i im:many respects:to her. grave detnmcnt - but ' this
.type is happily still in the minority.
_Water becauseit is ﬁlled W1th orgamc hfc is uscd sparmgly
by most: ]a.ms. .
.~Strangely::enough, howcver ~it is . used frcely in’ the
houses of the Swetambar sect :" because bathing is 2 rite
*necessaty(to the worship of. 1dols ‘But the water used
must first' be:bailed,” | |
. There seemsto be a 1umb1e of ethics here fori it appcars
from enquiry that the boiling of the water makes the user
less,” - personally,: rcspons1ble: for the loss of orgamc life
mvolved. o "
. The- other sect.uses ‘watet .in very lnmtcd quantities :
even to the. point of. unplcasantness ‘'sometimes.
~ 'The Jains are lavish in their hospitality. |
g ’They“ ‘wotk : hard, :: drive.:tremendous - bargams: - but
d1sgorgé a good deal of their inotdinate profits in charity ;
- though,very - often, one. suspects: ‘them still of :having
_their eyes on the main chance, i.e., some profitin a future
life: for your true Jain believes, with all his heart, that
"-his charities, in " this : world, determine the .amount of
-money.he will. have at his disposal.in the next.
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But it is quite enough to his credit, nowadays, that he “
believes in charity or 2 next world at all..

- 'The Jains are thrifty and hard—workmg

~ Usury and politics have. forced their way into busifess
helping to its deterioration; but the majority still retain
qualities that will make the loss of their commumty——as aﬁ-
community—a sad thing for m |
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_CHAPTER V
FAKIRS .ANDisADHUS."

HE Fakirs and Sadhus of Indm have always exercised
" L tremendous influence, capturing the imagination
not only of a great number of the population of India,
* but of the people of countties, outside India. Super-
~stitious fear of the abnormal is, no doubt, the root cause
" of this reverence of the masses : but not so where practical
| mcn—-woﬂdly, even cynical men—men with only shreds
‘of faith in things rehgmus ate concerned : nor could it
- be the cause of the mtcrcst of the philosopher ot the
- man of religion. -
Is it real holiness that holds the humzn mind, that SWays
 the heart, and gains for the Sadhu devotion, reverence ot
* admiration ? . Or is it merely the hunger of the human soul
~ for something to wotship ? |
Some of the holiest men in the woild are indeed
“ sadhus,” fakirs and ascetics : but in India, as elsewhere,
~theit value as an order is daily 'countmg for little or nothing,
Yet, perhaps this is too sweeping a statement: for,
‘after all, only a little leaven is required to raise the whole.
Yet,—one cannot emphasme this too sttongly, especially
; S rA young man brother of a Sadhu whosc name is a houschold word in
India, wrote rather indignantly about any exposure of * Sadhus.” But later,

hclpcd to reason by his great brother, he saw that the biggest enemies of the good
* Sadhus * ate indeed these impostors who assume, so lightly, the sacred garb.

{(Note : AFa.hr:ssMahomodzntcrm a Sadhu, 2 Jain or Hindu term),
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where women ate concerned,—the dangers attendant on
this subservience of mind to * Sadhus ” are great po
Many of these so-called * Sadhus ” keep theit unfortunate
pupils-in a state bordetring on the hypnotic, where the
weakening of judgment, loss of phys:ca.l health and morals_
are all but a question of time. "~ . T R
There are some women whose sense of moral propomon‘;
has been completely altered by these so-called “ Gurus,”
and mind, wealth and body alike have been placed at their
feet; for itis genera]ly believed by a large section of the-
Indian public that this is the easiest way of a]l to secute .
the supematuml powexs of the “ Gur.” .
It is not the province of a book like thls to deﬁne a
Guru: nor restate the old truism that there are no shott
cuts to the religious life’: .the one straight road bemg"for
all time the road of clean and perfect morality, "» -t
- To advise the avoidance of wandering “ Sadhus
the subjecting to a careful . scrutiny: even those for. Whom"5
decent people vouch for ; the'eschewing of any 'Sadhu
whose influence tends to the lowering of a single ideal,
would savour of i unpcmnence and yet 5o dangerously do
these inferior * Sadhus *> make use of the art of hypnousm‘
that the writer who has many friends amongst the best
“ Sadhus ” feels bound to do so,and no smgle one of these.
good “ Sadhus > will object to this advice. . e
The writer has wiitten elsewhete of ]am Sadhus The
stetn restrictions laid on them preventing all contact with
the opposite sex, help to keep this order chaste: though
- there has, of late, been a tendency to the relaxing of these
restrictions. - ‘This, in itself, is not a thing to be regretfu.l |
about ; for restrictions may hamper virtue, and cannot |
prevcnt vice, if vice be inherent. Women paxtly, perhaps '
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~ on,account of their Wcakcr more confiding nature, partly -
' because it is incumbent on them to hear religious discourses,
~ate,- by far,. the - b1ggest proportxon of a * Sadhu’s ?
* followers : to them, again, is due the lamentable amount
of ! 'bazaar, gossip + that . comes into -the - upashryas
(hemtages) where ‘part ofthe-time, once spent wholly .
in listéning ta the deeds of Rzmchandra or Vikramaditya,

' or the great Tirthankars, goes 'to the relating of quarrels,
“bad investments and the good and. 111 deeds-—-mostly the
latter—-of neighbours. T .

~ The* Sadhus” who lxsten, forget theit rdle of mdlﬁ'erence
to all things worldly;. assuming - the modem roles-
of bamstcrs, pleaders and judges, . - g |

‘This has brought about.a loss. of prest_tge, especmlly“
amongst 1Jain Sadhus,: and :many 2 “ Sadhu” has but-
exchanged his dtess, being to all mtents and purposcs
st1]1 2 house-holder at heart..

- 'There ate other men, strong, sturdy of no sect ; beggats,
pure and simple,” who also. call themselves - « Sadhus.””
. ‘Thete are they who. are op1um. caters ; some. hatmless,
some not so harmless. ;

*‘There, are .smokers of hemp (gan]a) and those who
practise revolting austerities. .
~ The yellow robe in India once .glgn of grcatness hides
‘many a_dangerous., chatacter: for in this country-of the
tsimple and, good the dress alone is suﬂiment protection
against all enquiry.

- Intriguers, cmmnals wanted by the police, find no
better disguise than ashes daubed over face and body,
saffron marks and red ochre smeared across forehead.

A notorious dacoit. wanted .by the police of. several
States and afterwards caught, confessed to the experience -

4a - ,

A



JHE SADHUS

of secing, once, the very Jemadar of the posse who caught
him, prostrating meckly before him on Gitnar, thé famous
place of pilgrimage in Junagadh, where, the dacoit daubed:
with ashes, devoutly counting his_ beads,- had gamed &
much needed respite and gest. . This’ quasx—sadhu is.now:
langmshmg in an Agency Pnson the Agency, h:wmg a
bigger crime shect against him;. but there ate some of his
kind not so safely interned.

The questions,again’arise ; are-there-no, good Sadhus:
left in India ? Haye they, no longer the power which was.
but lately trumpeted forth as pertammg alone to Indm and |
her Mahatmas ? , .

Once more the writer, mterates j thcre are good andA
noble Sadhus still ; gentle, lovmg, hatmless and pure;
and by the beauty of their stmple lives alone, at once an
inspiration and guide to the sincere. |

It is questionable, however, whether they ‘are:bétter
teachers. than those that every religion has alteady given
to man, except where mankind would appear not to hzvm;=
yet learnt the truths, enunciated by these great ones.: |

The letters of life have to be telearnt over and over'-_
again. ~ :
There are Sadhus who sit in sohtary cavcs, mdudmg-'_
in their personal salvation that of the universes. . .

They are not selfish as the writer once thought. _

They see no separauon between the part and the Wholc
the small atom tising Wxthm the grcat cannot but uphft
the whole.

In their meditation, they pray ‘with evcry force at the1r
command, with the accumulated power engendered by
their austerity and will, for the upliftment of the earth
and the relief of pain, showenng the woﬂdimth a blcssmg
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s0 magnet1c as to be felt if one be near. Putified thought
is the most powerful of all the gifts of God to man.
‘Tt may well be because of these great * Sadhus* that
“the other types are tolerated: "even as nature burdens
herself with thousands of useless seeds, for the sake of the
’-fewthat germinate.
'Have Sadhus and Fakirs super—natuml powers ?
- Has the wntet ever met one who has these powers: -
“the’ powers thaq romanticists have written of, and the
World has sought for and sull seeks w1th unabated energy ?
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CHAPTER VI

THE SADHUS (cmt:md)

T is rather. dlfﬁcult ina Wor.k of this k.lnd to drag"_ :
A in metaphysics; yet: before on€ deals with 2 few of -
the many religions of India it would be misleading not to -
givea summaty of the philosophy that has made India great.
"I'he writer who has studied this p]:ulosophy has summcd
it up for hcr own sansfactlon thus

2.

. 'The p051tmg of one GR:EAT ENERGY that can with-"~
withdraw everything i into I'I'SELF even as the sleeper,

‘draws into his brain ce]ls When hc slccps all that 1s'

bis conception.

'The positing of a Creator that creates, by the mfusmn’-

of Drvine ENERGY ¢ and in turn. hnks up h13 creat:on_f
with Himself. RS |

. The posmng of 2 crcatton that in man becomes

- conscious of that ExerGy and Would use it for the

| spec.tahzmg (uplifting or degradmg) of forms."
The creation of 2 veil of ignorance, “which When

- forms ate degraded hides from man his real power..

(The degradcd forms are worn away by time.) -

. The creation of a definite set of laws: makmg
-upliftment of 2 form to btmg thpmess and degtada-

tion pain. £ R
e
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"“The seeds of degtadauon are burnt by yoga,® ot
allowcd to ripen in future births (finally, desttoyed
" by Time)
6 Posmng this cnergy of force as unceasing.

'I'lus energy can be sent through a human dynamo—-'
the Messiahs of the wo:ld—-ca.teﬁ:]ly prepared; isolated
from ' the world. "I'heyr alone—the Gurus—can ' regulate
it to lower needs, sgpplymg by meze contact (the same
- ideals making the:necessaty affinity)’ *deficiencies. in man.
This- soul-force has: no: a.ﬂimty Wlth Woﬂdly mattet .oz
matters

Itisa spmtua.l hght a puIsatmg flame, thh nothmg
imaginative about it 2 a tangible thing that ‘can’be seen
~with the human eye and felt as heat.  Only those who have
this divine force aré Mahatmas. ‘This force, this power,
'so sought after by ascetics.and Jaymen alike, is one of the
-rarest . and most. sectet, tbmgs in the universe: and its
‘acquisition is dependént upon :nothing less than afﬁmty
to dxwmty, by cultivating divine virtues.

- The writer knows of only two persons in Incha who
‘have that force: and bothi beat unknown pames, despite
the tremendous power they wield. .

- From these great ones to the ones on view is saddemng |
comment however is superfluous : one may confine oneself
‘to facts alone, and leave the rest to the reader’s judgment.

During the last Kumbhamela, the Times of India had
2 head-line: . Five thousand Vairagis: run amuck at
Hardwar.” 4

The papers went on to-telate that five: thousand of
these “ vairagis >’ put. up a free fight in the:Kumbhamela

"t See the Author’s Philosophy of Yoga "—Messts. Luzac and Co., London.
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‘because they were dlsappomted about the dxstnbuuon of '
food.
" Now the term Vairagi ” is 2 Ss.nscnt word : it'means
devoid of passion, devoid of:desite (taga). : Our. true
Vairagi must court perpetual poverty and chnsttty They ‘
must subﬂst entirely upon alms, and these must be glven
willingly.
The Vairagis have no definite form of wotshlp “but
they are considered- to be devotees of Ram and Vishnu.
Some of them live in monasteries and take' pupils : but -
."a number of them are without fixed abode. 2
“‘There is another class of *“ Sadhu,” the Sanyams m]lcd
Tridandies (litefally—three sticks). The Tridandi Sanyasis~
carry always’ three sticks® with them -wherever they go:
emblems ‘of their conttol over speech, body ‘and mind. -
They are mostly Brahmins, and have passed: through the
stages of student life, and that of the housé-holder. - They -
are strictly forbidden to touch any metal or fire : ‘and their -
drinking vessels. are' made from gourds. - Their:food is .
begged from the houses of the. Brahmins of the Vaishnava
faith. They: ate, prmmpally, fo].lowcts of thc rcformer :
Ra.m:mu]a. :
The Nagar ascetics resemble both the Va.lrag1s and
Sanyasis : but, as their names sxgmfy they wear no clothes .
at all on their bodies. Thcy are mnsequcntly not- hcld
in very high repute. = . -
Strangely enough, though they also are forbidde.n to
touch metals or fire, thcy carty mt.h them ﬁrmrms and
swords. :
The Dandi S:myms carry a single fstzﬂ' with several
knots tied with a piece of cloth dyed in red ochre at.the
g g s K
45



THE INDIA THAT IS INDIA

It is believed “that this cloth covers their sacred
‘thread, .
Thcy can nevet be without this staff : and even 'Whllst

sleeping, thcy are not supposed to allow the staff to leave
the hand.-

The Dandl Sanyasm shave then: hau and beards weat
2 single loin cloth, and ‘eat. .only one meal 2 day which
“they beg from the houses of Brahmins alone,

,'The ma]onty of them worship Shri Shanka,racharya B

as the incarnation’ of Shiva: and some of them wear the
Shiva mark in ashes on the forchead. ‘ -
- This mark is supposed to tepresent the ,two—petal[ed
" mind-lotust of yoga, but the original "thought is now
- almost lost: for it has degenerated to-day, even to three
- transverse linés..- Others: worship Niranjan: a deity
without - attributes. They dispose of ‘their dead, by
| ﬂoatmg them - down some sacred stream or river; if
.thisisnot possible; by burymg them, an unusual proccdurc
in a land -where crcmauon is the usual‘ method of
dlsposal ST

The Danchcs bcheve that the bodies of “ Sadhus,
purified by asceticism, hold as long as the least atom remains
* the magnetism of Divine Power, and, therefore, consider
“the. bodies of their order holy enough to raise, by this
" magnetism, the vibrations of anyone who comes near to
- these remains. ‘The idols of certain temples, are supposed
to have the same magnetxc power imparted t to them either
by holding the magnetic power of some great soul, or of
the sacred mantras, and no idol is ever worshipped
before a certain ‘power has been placed in it by
approptiate ‘cetemonies. "It seems likely that in the

tAjnalotus, = "7
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present iron age, this power has beenlost ; for it is now
believed that the bmldmg of a temple to-day bnngs bad
luck.

The Dandies are mmated in 2 strange manner :  the
inner part of the knee s cut, blood squeezed out, and offered
to the god Bhairava. . . -

This certainly looks hke a sumyal of some old human
blood-sacrifice. -
- 'The Yogis,* of whom the Westerni. world has heatd SO

much, are followers of several schools of ph]losophy,
that of Patanjala and Kanada being amongst the most
well-known. The word Yogiscomes from a Sa.nscnt
root meaning to )om

- 'The J1vatma, soul in the form of mao, has for its aim the
“tejoining > (Y u)) of itself to the Patamatma, the umversal
soul.

To achieve this gteat end, several schools have evolved
processes all of which have had their ‘vogue : .the con-
trolling of the breath in the body, behevmg the breath to -
be a link between man’s own- energy and the energy of
the over-soul: “ pranayama,” is oné of the processes
_ well known to the world of to-day. . |

Continued practice in “ pranayama bnngs about the
suppression of breath at will : and with this control-over
breath, the yogi undoubtedly achieves certain powers
over the elements and the laws of gravity alike, and is able
to perform what by virtue of being abnormal are called
miracles.

~ When by any method, the 1dent1ﬁcatton w1th t.hls over—

1 Note that a yogx has no home, no dstxon, no sect and no order,"
because the universe is ome ; he sees no diff ywhere, Thenamels
used here conveniently to dw:nbe the vatious schools of Ya&a, followed by various

ascetics.
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‘soul is complete, the yogi takes no. more human forms
exccpt of his own free will. . = . d |

- ‘These ascetics in Yoga. are divided into sects: each
‘sect :dcnufymg itself with its founder and- worshippmg
that foundet as the incarnation of Shiva Himself. |

Goraknath founded the . sect- of . *“ Yogis . called
Kanphatas (hterally-—-bored cars) “The Kanphatas bote
their ears, and jnsert rings in them at the time of their
initiation, They matk ‘their.foreheads' and .smear their
‘bodies -with ashes, and they ate 'sometimes dressed in a
_ small loin cloth at othcr times in garments dyed with red

- ochre,. . | :
" The Paramhansas (gtcat swans) dress in sackcloth. "
'I'hcn: ordcr requ.u:cs them to beg their food and live i .
‘caves.’

The « Aghones ol are the most feated of all the Indian
:ascetics. 3 The writer met one in Mount Abu, with matted
locks piled high on his head :  staring-eyes, red and burmng,
and muls at least seven inches long. He leanéd on a clefi-
"‘stick in the atntudc. ofa crouchmg animal :- and it is not
' unlikely that he assumed that position for'the benefit of
his followets. For ;your true Aghon * according to
popular superstition, ‘takes the form of a wild animal—
prefcrably the panther or tiget—at will. ‘The writer was
‘assured, in all sincerity, that an * Aghon »» of Mount Abu

: annoyed by a man who would persist, out of curiosity,
‘in following him to his cave after sunset, tepeatedly warned
him that at night the ascetic’s form would change, and
with the change ‘all human mercy would disappear.

The follower through fear desisted fot awhile, but once

- again, partly through greed for some favour, partly curiosity,
the man went' to the cave of the Aghon and’ from that
: : 43
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day up to the day of Wntmg notbmg mote has been heard'_a
of hlm T
His friends and relatmns searched in' vain, and:
-sincetely believe that he has really been ‘eaten by this ﬁ;
Aghori. |
The Aghons ate obliged, by the tules of their order to
cat anything and everything put in their beggmg bowl -
. even excrement. The writer knows “of a 'case where'a’
profane person actually, tested. thls last and found” thef}
Aghorti obeyed the rule. "
They smear their bodies thb ﬁlth and catry it dbout
with them, somenmes ina skull and sometimes ina Wooden_
pot.
Despite the fear they mspue they su]], have a fo]lowmg
for they are supposed above all ascetics,to, have unusual
and great powers : _the greatest of Wh.lCh is, the allegedw
possession of the philosopher’s stone. = = '
- In this instance, the late Nawab: Sahlb of. Palanpur used'
to relate a very strange tale. . One _day, he and his com-
panions walking about the hﬂls of Mount :Abu- found
themselves completely lost. Nzght began to fall ‘and
in those old days, the jungles abounded in tigers and
panthers. Despait fell upon the patty,. when suddenly,.
as if from the rock itself, a wild figure with matted hair
emerged. He bade them not to fear, but follow hn:n to
his cave. He fed them, and was cxcepuona]ly pleased
with the late Nawab Sahib who was a deeply rehgious ;
man, and devoted to Sadhus, ™
After some talk he called the. Nawab Salnb as1de and’
scraping away some ashes .in his cave brought to view
two large bars of gold: - “Bid your followers lift them
up, and take them away. ’,['hey ate yq,urs I shall
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then show you the way back to the mam road,” said the

"ascetic,

. ..The Nawab Sahib, fully aware that this ascetic had
thc phxlosopcr’s stone refused, and begged him instead
to give him that,

“The Sadhu SJghed. He bade them sleep for thc

' ptesent.

. So the party slept in the cave, wakmg on the morrow

- to find themselves miles away from ascetic ot cave. The

‘Nawab Sahib tried in vain to locate the place; but from
that day onwards, nexther ‘ascetic nor cave was ever
again seen by the Nawab, :

" Most tourists to ch:es have seen thc “ Sky ~faced

. ascetics (Akash Mukhi). These ascetics continue lookmg
‘at the sky till the muscles of: theit’ necks get fixed in that
‘position. " ‘They wear yellow garments, allow their hair

“to, grow, and their pupils daily smear their bodies with

‘ashes, collect alms from the devout and cutious, and pass
thelt lives in this ; sttange Way...

~ The Nakhl—ascetlcs allow t.hcn: nmls to gtow through
‘their hands, - -

« . 'The Uddharbahus have a somewhat ‘similar austenty

: keepmg a hand in afr extended posmon ill all the muscles
stiffen. - - -, ‘

- 'Other ascetms have stranger austentxes . -

. They never walk, but roll from village to village, town

'to, town, fed b'y the gentler Indians. |
Othcrs, agam, VOW Bever to rest ot sleep in the normal

Way’ .

The wiiter saw one in 2 redmmg posture, ::estmg by
means of a plank and ropes shang over a tree, with legs

that were swollen to about six times their normal size.
g . j o .
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His condmon was; mdeed, pmzble, and - h.ls moans
attracted much sympathy.

The writer tried to discover why he thought thxs pccu]lar
form of asceticism necessary for hls salvatxon, but’ could

receive no lucid answer. .

- Sometimes’ these cxtraordma.ty austcnttcs *dte  meant
to be expiation of a heinous crime, . but ‘mote possibly
the desire for the power referred to in the beginning of the
chapter leads 2 man on; till nature creates a“mania or-
dcfonmty, wluch passes beyond the ascetic’s control. '

it



CHAPTER VII'
ReLIGIONS AND Fairs

HEN ascetics ate dividéd into so ' many sects,
it is not to be wondered that the: rehgmns of India
ate many, its people divided and sub-d1v1dcd into vanous
castes of thought. ~ ~
~ India, with all its caste d1ﬂ'crences scttled, would still be
'spht by sectarianism ; for itis a country where every year
sees the rise of 2. new cult, raised to’ eminence by the
devotion or credulity of a simple people These cults
hold chieﬂy by theemotions, and their followers are
elevated or degraded accordmg to the height or dcpth of
the parncular emotion evoked. .
I Sometimes lové plays its part: at-another time, fear.
One cannot judge off hand as to the worthlessness of
certain’ strange,” even zepellent symbols or rituals ;' for
mahy' alost thread to ancient esotericism can often be found
again, tangled and broken, runnmg through the old rituals
of old-time faiths. =~
'The Vamacharis (left—hand Wo'r‘fahxppc:t:s)1 of Shiva and
‘Shakti atre prevalent in certain States. These exotetic
worshippers have done more to bring the Tantras into
disrepute than any other sect in India to-day. Men and
women would flock to the temples at night for the so-called
kaula-circle, where priests would sprinkle the assembly

* See the Authoz s Tantrik Docrrine of Immacslate Conception,
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in couples—male and female—with sacred watet.. To be
" correct, this sprinkling should be haphazard, but* the
wiiter heard from the lips of 2’ one-time follower, of this
‘sect, himself, that the’ priest. was often bribed to sprinkle
certain couples together. ' These couples retired to- a
private chamber where thc man’ Was supposed to havc
worshipped the woman s mothcr g -

‘But many great scandals atose : ‘and thls form of ‘WOIShlP
is held in considerable chsrepute One of the priests of the
sect, now a sanyasin, told the writer that he had vowed to
brcak up every kaula-circle in India. -

- In this connection the writer had 2 letter from the head
of an occult society in answer to an enquury of hers ;-
it is not without interest: “a . genume Shri Vidya
Upasaka,” writes the learned mzil ‘ must always have
his lady, or het lord with him or her. Only the really
initiated (all italics his own) know thc use of the otherf
sex in these practices, which while on-the border—land of
sex, are actually entirely devouonal Jmystic and Jﬂprem _y,y
boly. 'The least trace of evil or sensual, sexual dcsue would
turn the Sadhaka into a beast: in fact amongst Sadhakas
thete are many who prowl about and hidé then: sensuahsm
in the maze of tituals and * poojas.’ ” -
. The worship of Radhaji, the beloved of Knshna 1s*
another worship of the feminine principle : : but its ritual
is pure, and the devotees follow the rules Jaid down by the
- strictest of Vaishnavas. . . ' '
In Dwarka, there is still a2 certam amount of tcmple‘
 zivalry between the devotees of- Lakshmi, the wife of
Krishna, and Radha, his beloved. - :

There are different temples dedicated to Knshna
one where the “ blue god ”—the god of d15§ass1on——stays o

; ST .
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with Lakshml and one where he stays with Radha. Exacﬂy
- how Radhaji camé to be associated with Krishna, is a

problcm still puzzling ‘the heads of Indian Pundits to-day.
“The Shrimad Bhagvad, which gives a detgiled account of
" Krishna’s' youthful life, take$ no mention of her at all.
-, The Radha- VaHabhs‘have a sPecnal herm1ta e’ (math)
at Brindaban, where the watchnien call the hour of the
‘ mght thus : -4 Ra—dhe—~Krishna ” ;' and Radha’s name
is still thc one that is assocmtcd most with - that of
. Krishna, - !
. Certain Sadhus, called Sakhi-Bavas, go about in femmmc .

attire, pcrsonatmg Radha and - worship Kiishna ' thus
_-'attm:d. :
- They hope mgemously, to win Krishna’s favour qmcker
by this method, bchevmg that He will be mote attracted
“bya WOIS]}IP from one in the form of His beloved. These
% Sadhus 7 wear ]cwcls and dance before the idol. They
‘are still to be seen in Jeypore, but their numbers are yearly
lessening ; “and they,do not command the rcspcct of the

pubhc that they did formerly. | ,
.~ 'The Nimavat sect of the Vaxshnava faith, chiefly found
Jin Benga.l ate also worshippers of Radha-Krishna : but
-the sect is 2 completely dlﬂ'erent one from that in the West
-.of India. -
" The caste matk of this Bengal sect is black Whllst the
~one in Westem. IudJa is red black bemg considered
 inauspicious.. v -

A sect found all over Kath.mwar is that of the Swami
Narayan Sampradaya founded by Sayjanand Swami.
- This sect. worships Nur Narayan, the sun "and- moon,
-as well as- Radha-Knshna. The rules are very strict as
.rcgards vegctanan food, cdleanliness in eating, and the
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eatmg from the hz.nds of no othcr than a mcmbct of i 1ts :
own sect. '
The principal festivals are Vasant Panchmi (the month -
of Maha) the fifth day of the dark half, a.ndGokalAshtamJ.';
(the month of Shravan) the eighth.day of the datk half
when their teachers sprinkle members with coloured paint -
on the first mentioned day, and’the whole sect-—with -
every devout Hindu-—fasts on the second day till midnight. -
Gokal" Ashtami is ‘the birthday of Krishna, and. all -
Hindu India fasts, or at the most eats “ falahar (literally— _
frmt-food, but nuts and toots are now included). ‘Though -
it is a day of fasting, it is still 2 day of festivity, and the
finest clothes in honour of the great eventare worn. =
Agriculturists-in pure white, weanng ‘their large ga]z
turbans, men with roughened clumsy hands, and eyes
faded with long sta.ﬂ.ng at sun-lit fields, or, youthful and *
strong : Rajputs in’ velvet or gold; shepherds tall and -
~ gnarled; long-haired “Kolis ” with bold ejes and red :.
turbans, fantastically dressed ;- e Khavises ” ‘apcmg the
Rajput dress; the Dheds——-an untouchablc ‘caste—apatt, .
but very mdepmdent and gay; all ‘erowd through® thc
streets in festive attire, some' to the fairs ‘that are a.lways %
held that day, some to the temples. -Their women are
even more gaily dressed than their men folk. - “The *wwes. ”
of the agticultutists dress very like women of the zenana. .
They wear simple bodices, a flared skirt and a sari; and -
their faces are covered:because of their gentle birth. -
‘The shepherdesses wear ivory bangles reaching up to;,
 their elbows, while their head-dress flows loose from'their
proud heads. They ate the happiest of all.this day,
for it is their special privilege on Gokal Ashtami to go to
the palace and sing the “ Rasada” : "\:ucle—dance
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‘that Knshna danced with the shepherdesses of old in
- Brindaban centuries ago. ‘Those old shepherdesses could
not have danced and sung“with more loving zest and
fervour than these of to-day : their ‘powetful voices ring
‘startlingly loud above the drums, and the clash and the
clink of their bangles lend 4 wildness to the scene.
“‘They ate b1g, tall - women, stoopmg low down to each
-other’s ankles, rising and swinging ‘round in wide circles,
again touchmg hands, now low, now high, with convulsive
jetks of their well built bodies. _These simple primitive
people of the India that i is India ate completely untouched
by the propaganda-of the. ag1tator ~ They have few wants
and ate exttemely happy . The poverty of the Westetn
“wotld is not here in the States. . One sees this definitely
at the fairs: few or no women ate without jewellery,
,sﬂver or gold. - , SR
It is at: these faxrs the people buy the annual clothes
for the family, and toys for their little children : coloured
combs from Bombay ;- paper-wexghts from Ahmedabad ;
stiffened loin cloths ; hideous photographs of Gokal Ra.rn
as a badly propornoned baby, all head and little body ;
treasutes all guaranteed to catch the eye of a simple folk,
though the wiser Qf them W111 have none of these fancy
things.”

Wandenng Brahmm boys with bnght red caste marks
on their forehead, and 'yellow sandal spots over their
eyes hold out trays of red powdet and rice, and in retutn
for alms make the ted *chanla,” the auspicious mark
on the forehead : the mark of Lakshmi, the goddess of
fortune, with a grain or two of rice pressed on it afterwards,
with the coveted Brahmin blessing. At midnight everyone

crowds to the Vaishanava temples, and exactly on the
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stroke of twelve the bells ring and the pnests re—announce
the birth of Gokalji. ; & X
Everyone rushes in the temple to do the al darshana -
of the newly-bom baby. The fast is over. - -
The largest temples of the Swami Narayan sect are at
Vadtal and Sapaya, where ‘there are images of .Radha-"
Krishna, Surya- Narayan' and . Swami Sayjanand, with
sometimes the monkey—god Hanumanp Sapaya being
the bu:thpiace of Swami, Sayjanand i¢ accorded a special
sanctity by his followers, and pﬂgnms from all over the .
country flock to it on the Gokal Ashtami day. :
The Va.llabhachans foIlowers of Vallabha, have a_
different cult, Vallabhis was niot a recluse: so not only”
is it incumbent on his followers to be family men; but
the heads of the tcmples are not allowed to be cehbates '
either. - ‘ .
These men are c:alled . Gosams %and their fo]lowers\'f-
ate enjoined by the scnptures to Worshlp the pnests wzth |
body, mind and wealth to gain salvauan
The power of this sect was, at one time, almosf un]nmted :
and, though still powerful, the age does not look with
pleasure at the excesses that come automatically. When_
religion makes sacred untestrained gifts of body and mmd.1 ’
The followers of the Gosains: Worshlp Krishna ‘in his
child-form, and the idol is d.tessed and tended Wlth aJl'.
cate. | |
There are e1ght dxstmet ceremonies dunng the day |
the idol is washed and dressed, placed upon 2 throne,
and food is presented to it, Whllst the favoured few wait
without,

1 The head of ¢his sect bothmOodmputmdBombayhasteccnﬂybeendxs-d
mhcmedbeeauseofhlsmamagcwnthadancmggﬂ Cnubsmofanyaottwould
have been impossible fifty years ago. . . o
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| When the slight meal is over, the idol is anointed with -

"“ atta “—scent—and attired in splendid robes of gold-
brocade, a different calous for each day, when the wor-
shippers are allowed to enter apnd have “ Darshana ”
(literally—sight) of the idol. ‘

- At midday, a grand feast is placed before the idol in
gold or silver vessels and its Worshlppets partake of this
afterwards,—rnot, of course, in the temple: vessels—after

Wh1ch the god | goes to sleep till afternoon. ’

 His, Worsh1ppers wake him up for the evemng meal ;

‘when the idol is agam washed, freshly petfumed and
re-attired for the evening *“darshan.”. ~At night the idol
is placed upon 2 gold or s11ver swmgmg ‘couch with all
‘the appurtenances necessaty for the night near him, and

‘the votaries lock up the Temple and tetue for t.he
mght R ..

A number of women of thls sect dance a.nnua]ly at

‘Brindaban' in commemoranon of Knshna’s da.nce W1th

the shepherdesses S

. “The-writer was told by a Shastn, that some of them dance
'_txll a. kind of hystena sets in; though they fall down
with fatigue they rise again, and go on dancing till com-
pletely exhausted. . In many cases death has even occurred.
The most celebrated of the Gosam temples is that of Shn
Nath Dwar in Ajmer.

- ‘The Raavats, whose founder was Ramanand are wot-
shippers’ of the God Vishnu in His Ram incarnation.
Rama and Sita are worshipped, together, in the form of
the black saligram stone and the Tulsi-balsam plant, which
are venerated as emblems of Ram and Sita. ‘The Ramavats
like neatly every other sect are also spht up into sects
toa  numerous to mention in detail..

58



RELIGIONS AND FAIRS

The writer could detal still further of other sects, but
this diversity in the religious life is not confined to ‘the .
East alone, and except for -the intrinsic interest to the’
Western wozld of these religious sects of India, there 1s.‘,
no point in dwcllmg on these strange dlﬂ'crences



CHAPTER VIII
CUSTOMS AND BELIEFS _

N India thcre are many customs based on Holy Wit :
“many that_hold little of religious significance, and

- far many more that have absolutely no claim to the attention
- they, receive other than that of popular usage. These
- Iast customs are designated: “Dosi Shastra (thc writ

~ of the old Women) and strangely enough, not only is their
~ hold on popular i imagination strong, but thcy are followed
often to the detriment of the race.
" 'The beating of breasts ; tearing out of han: the heart- :
rendmg shrieks of moutners, real and p_rofessxonal alike,
cdntinuing throughout - the conventional period of
. mourning are of this kind. »

' From the day of bcreav'ement the fnends and acquain-
tances, rich and poor alike, are obliged to make condolence
- visits : the men with white turbans,—for white and black -
are- both mourning colours in India,—covered with a
- white cloth which they lower over their faces ; the women,

like so many ghosts, their saris covering their faces, all

beat their breasts, and cry at the top of their voices. . ~

~ 'This continues from motning till night without inter-
‘mission. As one band of mourners goes, another band

comes, and each endeavours to out-rival the other.
- Professional “ miranis ” (singers) arrive when a great
" 60 ’ )
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person dies to sing doleful songs, dam:mg round in .2 5
circle as they sing. : UL
Their voices are extremely cheerful marnages and_
funerals alike mean money for the singers. . The theme
in bereavements is necessarily sad, and the drum sign of _
auspiciousness, is absent; but the sound of the drum is
more than made up by the slap of the hands on the breasts’
of the singers. The beat of bare feet also sound,markmg f
time to this doleful human'’ ‘dum. - .-
Only those who have seen this dreadful travesty of
‘mourning, with the real mournets strung up to so great.
a pltch of hysteria, that the streets resound with theu’.\‘
piercing cries, can form an estimate of thc dreadful con-
sequences this custom sows in social life. . A
Several permanent bad cases of hystcna have devcloped
from a day of mourning. T P SN N
The writer knows of ccrtam mald-servants sent on a;
. condolence visit to a nc1ghbour1ng State. who bcat thelr
breasts so severely as to injure pcrmanently some-of the-
nerves; and another maud—servant who was asthmatlc
from that day. | -- = o BN
. At least two Indian States in Kathmwar havc now placed ',
a ban on this barbitous custom, the first being. Limbdi,
whose ruler, Sir Daulat Sinhji, shares with the ruler of
Baroda the honour of being the foremost reformcr in'India.
A certain prince once told the writer that going through
the streets of an Indian town one day, he found the road
blocked by a number of women-mournets of the better
class. ‘Their hair had fallen down, the head-covering
also, and their breasts were bare, whilst a crowd, with the
vagabond element prevmlmg, “ stood around actually'
laughing and en)oymg the fun.
S 6
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* From the moment of bereavement till the end of a com-
: pIete yeat no opportunity is given for the healing hand of
time to cure the wound : it is kept deliberately open by this -
 custom of havmg professional mourners. This pro-
fessional mourning is counted as an honout to the dead.
Another Hindu' custom, injutious to the health of the
vety young, is the “ Avrat” vow which terminates on
the day preceding ‘the first day of t.he new moon of the
~ month of Ashad—-August. AP N
. 'This vow is patt of a miscellaneous collecuon of vows,
all of which have for their ob;ect, the gammg of some
wotldly benefit. ,
The * Avrat” vow, which obhges a young unmamed
: Indian gitl dusing five consecutive yeats from the r1th to
: the xyth day of the dark half of the month of Ashad,
.to keep awake the whole of the 14th night till the 15th
] :evemng, is for. the long life of a future husband. ‘The
- writer'has seen the vow kept religiously by ladies of the
zenana who have a whole troop of maid-servants to sing,
dance and play with them the whole night. The piteous
. condition of the gitls towards the 1yth evening, as with
~ reddened eyes they are driven—in the case of zenana gitls—
to the lake whete their little offetings,—pots of sowed
- wheat " 4nd batley and a clay image of the goddess,—are
immersed, must be seen to be realised.
- Many of these gitls are of tender age and they, too ,teap
| unhappy cénsequences ; some are setiously ill for days
afterwards ; but the awful fear engendered by the super--
stition that a girl who does not do the * Avrat * becomes
a widow, is too irretrievable 2 d1saster not to want to
~ avoid it, at any cost.

The pathos of it all lies in the fact that several gitls
y o | 61 S ﬂ
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 who, with fullest faith, have rehgmusly kept the o Avtat 2
vow have yet become widows. =

. Certain fasts can be ameliorated by eatmg - phal—aha.t
(corrupted in Kathiawar into “faral”). - A whole list of
allowed eatables comes ‘undet. this heading : potatoes
foots of every kind, ladies™fingers; spinach and.a. certain
kind of rice, though the original word means fruit alone.

“There is another strange custom which ‘tequires of
most Indlar,x gitls the complete shaving of her head at least
once in youth, - The wiit of the old women insists on this
as “essential, especially - after chickenpox for, it says,
if this is not done llghtmng may fall on, the gitl, or het
eyes sufferin oldage.”

Many a fine head of hair has beep sacrificed to tlns;
tradition: the writer saw thei m]ury doneto two heads of hair,

Another custom, which is dangerous in the, extreme—
because of the infection it spreads-—1s that of takmg‘
- smallpox patients after ten days to the shrine of the goddess
Shital : the scabs are left thereasa vonve-o&'enng. SN

No thought of germs, ot the infection left there, detets'
 these people from the committance of this act : the Indlan"
masses care naught for germs: The' “cateless way they
spit about the place; their nose-blowing, dlsplaymg a
callousness to t.hemselves and to others, has to. be seen. to.
be believed. .~ =~ Ll - oy

At several boys schools, there is an allotted time. for the.
blowing of noses, and every boy. in the scHool" leaves
his class, blows his nose between finger and thumb, P
violently or temperately, anywhere,—and every finger and
thumb, then, wipes_ 1tself automatlcally on the nearest wall
or post. . Ao

The headmaster of one of these schools ltold the wnter
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in all serlousness, that ﬁndmg the continual nose-blowing
of his pupils made havoc in the time of lessons, he had
‘deputed his assistants to fix a spccm.l time, when the
whole school en masse could do it once for all. There
“'Was no thought of discarding the action altogethet.
- “The writer once saw the platform of a station? before a
- Prince’s “saloon thoroughly swept and cleaned, and 2
few minutes afterwards a band of young men pass by who
. without any consideration, whatsoever, spewed streams
of betel juice from out of their: mouths on to the freshly
cleaned platform. . - .

' Another inconsiderate custom is thc spnnklmg of paint
and coloured water durmg the famous “Holi” fcstwal
_on evety. passer-by e

Where the mere sprmkhng of coloured water is

“concerned, thc fcsﬂval is- fauly harmless possxbly
' beneﬁqent '
. N prmcc once told the Wntel: it was the only way to -
get a section of the people to wash itself and its clothes— -
~but the rmmng of the clothes of another by strong dyes,
the abuse hurled at everyone make this festival not unlike
that of the Roman Saturnalia. It is permissible for the
“loafer-class,” for whom the writer’s princely friend
~ assures’ her " the Holi - was primarily intended, to shower
abuse -on each and every one at Holi time. ,

The filthiest language is used and it is-treated as part of
the’ day’s amusement : rcspcctablc women ate obliged
to remain in their houses for, at least the three prmcxpal

days of the Holi. -
 Certain wise pnnces are now passing cmergcncy laws to
.deal with the nuisance.
. * Rajkot. '
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One quaint and pleasant Indian custom, Wh.lch claims -
~ some religious authority, is the placing of pen, ink and-
- paper, and coloured rice in pretty patterns, to entice the
Goddess of Luck—Vidhata—to write the good-fortune :
of the newly-born baby. =~ -
. 'The cetemony proper takes place on the 51xth day after-’
the child is bom.- A Brahm.m—pnest recites the necessary‘-.-
- incantations, and the ‘child is left alone in the room for a*
few minutes with the coloured tice, the pen and the paper. ,
. The paper remains always blank, the pea and ink appear,
unused, but it is firmly believed that Vidhata has done her .
duty, and the de.stmy of the chlld has bccn ca.tefully and‘,
© propetly recorded. P g
The propmatlon of the many gods and goddesscs 1s--¢
a great business in the lives of these simple Indian peoplc :
It has been suggested that those Indians who have had |
educational facilities, have now no time in “their’ buswrt-
lives for the comparauve * frills* of - pscturcsquc tradition: -
‘But the writer can wouch' that these customs still prevml
in the houses of the great and the cducatcd as’ well as m;"
- those of the poot and the i ignorant. . ‘v,
The slow dance round a small brazier of charcoal ﬁte»_’
at sunset for nine days preceding Dasscrah and on; the
night of the Dasserah, chanting ceftain songs, 1s a wc]l-_'
known method of propitiating the goddess. - g
It is also believed that during these ten days, she rldes.;
in her chatiot through the sky; and woebetide theunlucky -
wight who, dunng these days, sleeps in the open of under
a tree | s ; L A B
The wiiter knows ofa mmd—servant, ina certam palace
in Kathiawar, who has one leg several mches shorter than,
the othet, because,—she assutes. evcryone,h and certamly
65 . A S
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‘believes it herself——she slept during the Dasserah days,
under a tree, and the Goddess’ chatiot went over her leg.

At weddings, the Hindu bride and bridegroom have
to walk round the sacred fire three txmes, thc ‘woman’s
sari tied to the man’s neck-cloth. J |

'Amongst the poorer classes, the first of the bridal pair
"to sit down after these citcumambulations is destined by
fate to be the virtual ruler of the house : so it is believed.

Neither the bride nor bridegroom, in a becoming state
, of modesty, can at this time make any personal attempt to
decide this for themselves, but the friends and relatives of
bride and bndegroom do try to help the fates by pullmg
their respecuve clients to the seat first, ..

- It is very serious, and very funny to watch.

Another custom is the cutious one-of advertising the
forthcommg advent of a first child by sending out
invitations to friends to be present at a seventh month
ceremony called “ Agam ? (fire). | :

'The  religious prayers recited on this occasion have
espmtual authority ; but not the addmons of suggestive
songs and the brother-in-law’s slap, “with 2 hand covered
with red powder to make a red mark, on the cheek of his
sister-in-law.

The " expectant mother heavxly dxaped supported by
her girl friends, walks to the place where the “ pooja
is to be done, and from her bed-room to the place of
worship, an unmarried girl goes before her and places a
betel nut and a piece of money under each foot of the
expectant mother over which she treads. ‘This money and
the betel nuts go to the gitl afterwards and are specially
ptized as auspicious.

Nzuls must be collected and thrown in water; hair
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- must not be burnt or the owner’s head will nod in old ages.
a married woman must not wash her hair on Tuesday,
because it brings danger to the husband ; nor on Wednes-
day, for then the brothers suffer. One Who returns from
a journey must see on his feturn something auspmous .
and as the most auspicious sight is that of a vitgin (or 2
married woman) with a full waterpot on her head, this is
ensured by keeping a bevy of ladies’ ‘with water-pots on’
their heads ready to meet telative or guest before the house
is entered. These women with Watcr-pots always mect
Princes and great people..

An Indian child does not get'its name in the same
haphazard manner, of the child of the West. o

The hour and minute of the Indian chﬂd’s bitth are
very carefully noted : the family priest waits outside the
confinement chamber of tich and poor alike ;- and it is
he who looks up the syllables to start & name which will
prove auspicious to a child bom at that partu:ula: time,
and no Hindu parent would dream of giving' a name not;
beginning with the syllables given. - ' .

The beautiful festival of lights (the waall) on: thc last
day of the Hindu year, is too well-known for description.
Not so well-known is the fact that the little festal “ ghee ”
lights have a distinct purpose, apart from the ordinary one
of illumination ; they are to hght thc way. for the Goddcss'
of Fortune. .

Dire misfortune awaits the owners of the unh hted house,
if the goddess by chance descends in her cha.not to dlscover |
the reason of the lights not being there. -

Two other customs, which introduced. in Westem
countries m1ght prove uscful precedents, insist that a

wife on 2 visit to her pz.rents must be re-escorted home the
: \ 67 _ |
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ﬁrst time she visits them either by the husband or some
male member of his house, or she remains there for ever ;
~and in certain commumﬁes, the Patel and Patidar ones
for instance, the parents of a married daughter have to
| supply her with her clothes all her life, exactly 45 if she
‘were still 2 maiden under _their protection. It is the
custom, also, of yout true Indian lady never to repeat the
‘name of her husband, and in-this connection an extra--
‘ordinary contretcmps occurred qmtc reccntly, ata certam
’Ways1dc station.’

A respectable Btahmm woman got down from a thn:d
‘class compartment, which had no bath-toom arrangements,
for a few minutes, and was unfortunately left behind by
“the train ; still more unfortunately her husband was asleep
in the compartmcnt at the time, and thus thc Weepmg lady
'was completely stranded.

‘The usual crowd collccted but nothing Would make the
wife repcat her husband’s name.

The station master, also a Hindu, respectmg her pre-
-]ud1cps ﬁnally wued along the line her casteand dcscnptxon,
and as thete was also a husband with 2 missing wife at
‘the junction ahead, this faithful Hindu wife rejoined her
-husband, having obeyed the Hindu scriptures that say that
God’s name, the King’s name, and the husband’s name
must never be repeated in public. :

Most orthodox Hindu husbands as well as wives will
‘never repeat each other’s names: there is a superstition
that this will bring about the eatly death of one or the other.
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_CHAPTER IX
. INAMAHA H 'R.AJA’S"CbﬁﬂTfAkD

HE Wcstcm world rcads about Ma.hara] as, Mahatmas
\ . Brahmins, Pundits, Shastns and—a sharp descent—
. ‘of the untouchables at the very bottom of the'social classes.

" But in between these classes is a medley of other classes,
completely different one from the othet, who neither inter-
marry, nor eat in the samé house even mth éach other. Thcy
have but one single thing in common, that of: being an
Indian.

Letthe reader pass with the writer through the courtyard
of in Indian ptmce, and meet some of these intermediate
classes, and gain some msxght intq the hvcs of ; a number of
Indians whom few of the Western world will ever know.

Seated at the genana—daa’z—door—-is the ‘Arab ]emadar
who is head of the Arabs who guard the éntrance to the
zenana, ‘This one is typical of his kind, fussy and often
irritable, but has a heart of- gold' He is past—mastcr at
- the art of anecdotc-tcﬂmg and thereis - always one in
which generosity shines out as the supreme virtue, and
he himself, though poot, is one of these generous souls.

Like most Arabs, he can sing and da.nce but his dancing
' days were ovet when he, grew a paunch and topped the
scale at fifteen stone. - - ‘

‘He rules his Arabs with o rod of iron, and thcy are
occas1onally at daggcrs drawn, hterally as Welllfas ﬁgtuauvely
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‘Hc sleeps as befitting an Arab, with one eye open and
the writer has seen him come to his feet from deepest
sleep with dagger, drawn from cummerbund, in hand
when someone to test him, deliberately dropped a book
.closc to where his head Jay on'the stone floor.

He is a- splcndld cook and when guests are expected,
he is. generally in full charge of the Moghul kitchen.
He is. expert at making sherbets, attahs ”—scents—and,
with some tegtet one must. note, tomcs for dﬂap1dated
-youths, e - SRS

He is a master of magxc—-though the Koran looks on
this W1th disfavour—and knows many charms; his most
| famous ones bemg the cure of scorpion ‘stings by com-
“manding the pain to come down the limb and dxsappear
at the tip of ﬁnge:: o toe. - He cutes toothache by driving
“a bit of wood into the ground with certain incantations.
The writer often found a swollen cheeked patient or a
victim of a scotpion-sting, obeying injunctions: for his
“cures ate supposed to be efficacious and he does them not
fot money, but for love of humanity. |

He told the writer that when he was a boy his mother
' fed him with roasted ‘scorpion tmls and that no scorpion
p01son has since had any effect on his system.

. He added that many an Arab mother did this; carefully,
and wisely, refraining, however, from mformmg their
children what they were eating : but readers must accept
~ this tale very cautiously, for when the writer enquired
further about the matter from a young. Arab fresh from
Arabia, he appeared to be setiously annoyed.

The Jemadar loves gossip, but it is never spiteful.

- He has little respect for the fair sex : possibly the zenana
has got too much on his nerves. He told the. writer with
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conviction and sincetity, that it was one of the saddcst
truths of life, that the best men mvanably drew the WOISt
wives in the matrimonial lottery.

His faithfulness to his salt is unquesuoned :

"He was once a “ Khalifatist,” but his Arabs, strsught
from Arabia, gave him a very different version to the one
he had read in the vernacular extremist papers and in hxs

-own cxpressive phrase, his “stomach now burms® at
the money he gave to the Angora fund for the Khalif, + *

In the couttyatd, in an office all his own, even more:
important than the Arab Jemadar, is-the Huzuri, orie of the
men nearest to the Mahara]a : holder of the privy purse.

He keeps the Prince’s private’ accounts, and has.an.
“accessibility that is envied by even the Dewans of States.
- 'The Huzuri feels his own 1mportancc, one sces that,"

he walks pompously and’ views the world with self-

satisfaction ; and tradesmen and visitors .of the smaller.
kind fawn upon him as sole arbiter of thcu fate, ~

He wears spotlessly clean, white, ﬂowmg garments
and round his head is 2 neat, small tu.tban in tlghtly Wound
muslin, B

The Huzuri boys and Putta-va]las (hterally—belt—
bearers—peons, of whom mote a.non) ate d.lrccl:ly under
him and he rules them with a rod of iton, " ..

It is only in front of the Mahara]a that any Huzun
ever appears meek.

He is honest and faithful to his master but ‘the dcxtenty
with which he gets himself out of a difficult situation,
and puts the man he dislikes in one of the worst has in it
- the elements that mxght well eamn thc cnvy of the prcsent—
day- politician.
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.V He is, generally, a Rajput, or a mixture of Rajput and
‘Khavas, and though he is a conservative in his home,
e is very fond of food served in correct Enghsh style,
,. havmg visited Europe with his master.. He is a great
~admirer of all things European, and often dilates on the
busy English people : drawing an invidious compatison
“between them and Indians. . The. English people, he
told his men, had little time to spare, and he never saw
them talking or Iortermg on the road like they did in India,
" Outside ‘the Huzuri’s-office or the dressing rooms of -
. the princg, sit the huzuti boys, standxng when the great -
‘ones of the court pass, clothed in perfectly fitting clothes,
“andin theit brightly coloured tubans is pinned the gold--
ctested miniature of their master; ‘the Maharaja.
-, . These boys haye now, been more ®r less, replaced by
,a ‘modern innovation—the aza’e-de—mmpr
. -The duties of the * huzurr * boys are many and vaned |
“from that. of assrstxng in the dressing of their prmce
lookmg ‘after his clothes and jewéls anci wiiting minor
“notes, to the holdmg of his' spittoon 3 and the putting on
ot off of his boots." Fearing no one ‘but their master, they
| carty a.ll responsrb1ht1es lightly, living to the full the
. motto: eat drink and be merry, for to-morrow we
die.”>

For they d1e often as far as the1r dlgmty is ‘concerned :

often superseded, many times degraded. But they have
a splendid time while their day lasts ; accompanying their
- master on his many travels; gaining much of largesse, and
~ shining in the ‘reﬁected-glory of their master. They are
generally Rajputs: often the same clan as the Maharaja
himself or distant relatives. ‘

Their forefathers were once large landlords but the
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coming of too many sons has spht up the large landed
property to mere fields ;  and within a few generauons,
the Maharaja’s once powerful sirdars become petty land-:
holders, glad to take any sort of post at.the court of their
kinsman : to bask in his smiles or wilt’ uridet, his frowsns,
 provided they taste again of the lost grandeur of their past
. ancestors, -

* . As their.posts are, more or less, created ones, they, WhO
ate so easily. replaced are never mrssed

‘The Ganjar ot barber is one of the mdlspensable people
of life, . .
- He is- con51dered a low-class ms.n he cannot enter:
‘kitchens, and water cannot bg drunk from his hands.

One is confronted with a strange contrad.tctron here
for it is the barbet'who massages, pmches and Squeezes*
the body of the most saéred person in the State ; that of
His Highness himself; and the writer has seen him’ at
the table of, at least, one modern - prmce bringing ‘in
the hot, unleavened bread on the pa].m of his hard hand,
to be slapped down on the heavy silver trays.. His ordrnaryf
duties of hair-cutting, shavmg and cutting of nails 'down:
to the very qmck ate as nothing to his_duties of torchd"
bearer and wag.

It is his age-old pnvﬂege to beat a torch erther ina
procession, in his gayest attite, ‘ot at a station or waysrde
place when the Maharaja arrives after suniset, hghtmg up’
the inky darkness with. bright splotches’ of ‘colour, and
making a scene of almost barbaric - splendour : “from
the skin bottle containing sweet seasamum - oil in his
* left hand he replemshes his torch from time to trrne when‘

its brilliance tends to grow,dim. - SR

He is somewhat of a dandy Where clothes are concemed
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-with his neatly buttoned short coat, his long loin cloth
~and his tightly wound turban, and the light from his
torches brings into shining prominence every sheen of
silk, every glisten of gold or glint on jewelled buttons,
including him with the royal people whose way he hghts—
an unforgettable picture. The barber is a trained wag and
the thelancholy of his face,—Indian batbers are trained not
to laugh, -—-xmsleads the uninitiated only. '

« His presence in the servants’ quarters is always the
herald of peals of laughter in which he himself is never
"known to ]orn. *

- He, too, is 2 fa.tthful fcllow and thou h the means of

kﬂlmg are so readlly at hand, the writer was told that it
“hasnever beenknown, even in the lawless days, of a barber
ﬁha.vmg murdered his patron. He is' very versatile:

some of them have leatnt how to shingle, and to shampoo,
the use of ice lotions, and the tnmmmg of 2 moustache
in true Charlie Chap].m manner. .

. But they prefer the old greased nnglefs the-long
moustaches deftly twisted and tied up with something
resembling a chinstrap round the ears at night, to induce
the correct martial sweep, thit Princes favour no more.

Yet it must be a very modern Indian still, to sacrifice the
most coveted possessxon of an Indian male: his moustache;
| Whlch is shaved off only durmg a penod of mourning,

More oftcn than not, g0551pmg with the Huzuri boys,
.ate the peons—putta-vallas—of any and every caste,
except that of the untouchable. S

Whén they walk through the bazaat in their red turbans
edged with gold, in their white uniforms with the red
-bands from shoulder to waist on which are the badges of

74



IN A MAHARA]A S COURTYARD

their office in silver, or gold: their red loin cloths t1ed' ‘
coquettishly, to droop low over their nght h1p, they always .
attract attention. -
" The peons have their own methods of extractmg thS ;
no name goes before the Huzuri without the whisper of
largesse They become, disgracefully ragged together when
a question of new clothes comes up, taking the heart out
of all’ opposition, or proposers of economic cuts : ~ the
suddenness alone, of *their dilapidated dress giving them -
away. They ate fond of dainties, and not above samplmg :
their master’s food When chance throws a casual tlﬁfn
basket their way. ' ' ;
When the Mahata)a goes apywhere as 2 guest, they eat .
far more than he does, and their demands at,the kitchen -
are often couched in so amblguous a manner as to leave
the impression that it is'the Mahara]a h1mse1f Who is .
perpetually hungry.- - - .
Their methods of evadmg Work if pubhshed in book-r',.
form, would run into several volumes and be, of its kind, -
umque , : ; B s . .~. ;‘
The writer remembers one humiofous’ mstance of this
evasion; she once gave a set " of dusters to each separately,_-
and, to be sure they were kept clean, she m51sted oneach'-
man bringing his set to_her every night. . This. scheme -
appeared an excellent one, till the ‘accidental 'd1scovery -
that one set of these dusters, set religiously’ apart, neatly .
folded and spotlessly clean, and never used, was brought
for the nightly inspection. They are neverata loss for an
explanation, and if driven in a comer, dlsaxm one by
meekly pleading forgetfulness. ¥ ‘
It is hard to find their good points, but they are obedlent
on occasion : post letters without removing'the stamps— -
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though sometimes 2 day or two late—and when it is the
only Way to secute 2 peaceﬁll life they wortk. -

B One must make Way here for the “ Poojati,” or priest,
who is petforce 2 Brahmin. You must not touch him,
- orhe erl be obliged to bathe again as he has to arrange the
- vatious things necessary for the Mahataja’s prayers (pogja*).
+  In the beautiful room of marble, set apart for prayers,
he places on one sandal-wood seat ‘the picture -of the
famﬂy deity, the"scented agar-batti—incense-sticks ; the
- little sﬂver receptacle to hold the ghee and cotton-wick,
- the silver bell, the, pot of water ‘with its quaint spoon,
“and the sﬂver tray. filled W1th jasmine, toses or oleanders.
_The first two flowers are oﬁ'ermgs to the sun, and one by
. oneina srlver-spoon of watet to the tune of the * Gayatri
' Mantra ** the sun-god accepts them: the second, beloved
ﬂower of Mahadeva, the great-god are offered to Him.
On another sandal—wood seat facmg this one, the
Mahara)a sits to prayers and the poojari places the soft wool-
len asanas, overmats of dab-grass presctibed by his religion.
The pr1est in loose loin cloth, his sacted thread standing
" out in white relief from shoulder to waist on his dark
shmmg body, his bare head shaven except for the lock of
hair at the back of his head which is tied in a knot: his
_forehead smeared with sandal-wood, insigdia of his own
. motning prayers, is rarely. seen thus by the European, |
~ who sees him at- mundane times when wearing his
ordmary clothes - a coat, a dhoti—loin cloth—or loose
trousers, and a small turban W1th the gold side higher than
‘the other.
- 'The priest avoids shoes 1f possrble but he has a pair of
- 3 The modern Maharaja is drscardmg6thrs old custom.
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slippers, the toes of which turn up at the ends, and one can’
only see them lying outside the Durbar steps ; for no true -

- Hindu wears shoes e1ther in the pa]ace or the courtyard of
a king.

The priest is one of the most xmportant of men, mdts—-
pensable at all religious ceremonies, and these are many.
It is he who knows exactly what to do when the planets .
are unfavourable, who fixes the days necessary for fastlng
and the prayers necessary for propitiation.

We have already recounted his business of Iook+n p
an auspicious letter to start the name of a child, and his.
science enables him to tell his clients whether the hour of
birth is an ausp1c10us one ot not, and how to ward off the

- impending evil if it is not: whether the child will bnng
misfortune to the father or grandfather—the mother hardly
counts—and the tites necessary to be performed to prevent

‘this calamity. . . oo -

‘The writer knows of an mstancc Where a, royal bahy
botn under an unpropitious sign 'was not shown'to the
father or grandfather untﬂ a month and a. quarter had
passed SRR .

It is the pnest again Who compares the horoscopes of

those about to wed. . ~
. Few Hindu parents, ancient or modern, Wﬂl venture
to question the Batji’s' dictum. \ AR

- Atthe opemng of 2 new house, it is he agam, Who recites

the necessary incantations that will drive away any ‘evil
spirits in need of a habitation, who propitiates the spirits -
of any whose abodes may have been ruthlessly disturbed
in the process of buxldmg, and who engineers the house-
warming feast where visitors partake of the expmuon—feast

3 Batji-pdest. . -
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‘necessaty, to prevent the sin of the killing of insect-life
_ duting the process of bulldmg, falling ‘on the owner
‘alone. | .

. 'The. priest is 2 man of many pa.rts and it seems an irony

. of fate that with all this inner knowledge at his disposal,
he himself is not always ableto  have, or to hold, the fortune

" that he invokes for othets. .

© 'The wotking maid-servants belong to the zenana proper,
- but they are part of the inner coustyards. They are a
noisy lot of women, some of them far from clea.n, but very
hard. working. . :
- Theytiseat 4 o’dock in the mommg, summer ot wmtcr
to churn the curdled buffaloes’ milk that makes the buttex
 afterwards to be made into ghe. Thcy must finish their
 churning early to get through the day’s wotk; for after
_four o’clock Wheq their slack time commences, it is not
considered ausp1c10us to chutn butter: butter—churmng
 after four o’dock in thc cvcnmg bnngs «“ heavmess to
" the Maharaja. |
The mmd—servants are gross eatets and have no regular
- hours either for meals or work. -
- They belong ‘mostly to the “ Khavas® caste, a caste
that has lax ideas about the sacredness of the marriage bond,
which is made or broken very easily.?

‘The Brahmin priests, however, officiate ; but at the first
matriage only : all forth-coming matriages being celebrated
- in a quaint fashion : the woman puts 2 pot of water in her
prospective husband’s house, and on his lifting it up,
the new martiage is ratified.

* This applies to Khavas Menials, ‘The wtiter knows of Khavases who follow
implicitly the Rajput way of living and the Rajput code of morals
3 ; . -8 _
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Strangely enough this marriage is also counted legal -
and it takes some trouble to annul it. It is to be supposed
that a class whose ideas of morality are so elastic are not
capable of conjugal fidelity; but whilst they live.with a
'manthcyatcmtelyunfmthﬁxltohm S

It is a class that cannot change its views on hfe mslly, .
and these views are neoessanly nstnctcd by the vcry
narrowness of their little lives. - - E

European standards of clmlmms are not mﬂy acqmted |
by them, and however perfect they may b be in their powers
of imitation, any relaxation of wgﬂmce, even for a day,
means a falling back to their own old methods. They
are, nevertheless, very willing creatures with any amount -
of endurance ‘where hard work is concetned ; and in their
own walk of life, absolutely mdlspcnsable to the xmsttmses ;
they serve. | |

The Bhoee is the water-bearer. Hc bn'ﬁgs the pala(:e -
dxmkmg water from a specially reserved wel], and
is always accompanied by an Amb. w1th a dmwn _‘
sword. ‘

He carries the water in covered brass—pots held in
suspended rope receptacles attached to the two ends of a' |
bamboo carried over his shoulder. . _ ,

The water is the most important thmg in an Indian-
household : not for its utility alone, but because of the
belief that any profane touch of the water will mean the
religious defilement of 2 whole household. -+~

Water touched by a person of agother tehglon water
touched by a member of another community or a lower
caste, or by one in whose house or family there has been
a recent death or birth: water touched by 2 woman in
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her menses are all alike taboo o your orthodox Hindu,
. who will thirst to death rather than drink of this forbidden
water.’s
. The * Bhoee ” fills a gtea.t many number of water pots
forthe royal household to drink duting-a day, but his
task is consxderably lightened by many leisurely hours of
rest; for he waits long, and gossips much, outside the
‘zenana courtyatd,’ before the dilatory maid-servants find
time to come out W1th thexr own brass-pots, to take over the
_’ fresh watef. % G e A ’
" The water-carner dresses in clean white garments, and
""WCQIS a coIoured turban with long flowing ends; he has
nngs of brass or sﬂver, accordmg to hls wealth, in his
reats. o ¥ '
~ «His duty ends W1th the brmgmg of the dnnkmg watef.
In nodern palaces pipes are laid on in every room, but,
-in this sttange] Jand of many contradictions, it may not come
‘as so great a surprise as might be expected, to learn that
even a h1gh class Brahmin, who would shudder to eat ot
- drink anythmg in the estabhshment of another, may drink
b p1pe—water T
The “ Bhoee ” holds a very 1mportant place in all hlghly.
\ orthodox Hmdu establishments, but his trustworthiness
doesnot appear to be above suspicionin Royal Households,
‘as the ubxqultous Arab and his sword procla1m
The « Charan 'is an extempore poet attached to every
Indmn coutt, and Ins cutse or blessmg is believed to possess
power.
‘To oﬁ'end a* Charan is still consxdered by the maj onty
of Indians, rich and poor alike, 2 misfortune. -

In olden days When bad debts wete djfﬁcult to collect,
_ 8o
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the ubiquitous “ Charan [ instltuted himself the court of i
appeal. R
For a large sum of money, he took up h1s pos1t10n in *
front of the defaulter’s house; refusing to eat or drink till
the debt was paid. On the third day, if the debt temained
unpaid, the “ Charan was supposed to stab himself to:
death with a dagger, the idea being that the .sin of a -
“ Charan’s ”. death would fall on the obstinate. defaulter.
It is on record that few debtors allowed matters to go 50
far, but there are cases where “ Charans” have been
allowed to_die, and have actually died. In this instance .
the writer remembets a case that occun:ed quite recently,
in Mount Abu, when 2 ' member of this caste Who had some
gnevance against a Sirdar of Sirohi, and had appealed in
vain for Agency intervention; entered the office of thej
Agent to the Govetnor-General, and with his petition irr -
his left hand ran his sword thxough his throat w1th h1s_51
right. wih
The ““ Charan *’ varies, from the meaner type Who Wander_';
about scaring respectable people by their curses mto .
their one-stringed gourd—mstrument——the tambaora——-who\ N
gain money by their singing, up to the cream of them all,
refined poets; who in liquid tones, recite or read out feams’
of ﬂowmg poetry at the big durbars of the Maharaja, . -
praising, in no scanty terms, the generosity they hope, SO
sincerely, to partake of at the end of the Durbar. - .
This latter type is often an, important match-maker ;-
for he carries,—for 2 fee,—descriptions of lovely bride or
noble bndegroom from one court to another; and his wit
and ready mgenmty gain for him many fnends as well as
largesse. e ‘
~ 81 - ¥
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' Like the court ]ester of old, no ceremony of address
‘binds him: and he is allowed a good ‘deal of license,
“daring to say much, even to-day, that no other courtier

- would or could dare, and he often uses h13 liberty for the

e"‘good of others. - ..

. It was, at one time, cons1dered obhgatory on the part of
- ball Indian ptinces to feed the * Charans ” of their own or

| 'nexghbounng States ;- but some of the “Charans”—
-especially the women—have provcd a vetitable ; nuisance ;

and’ this legacy of obhgauon from the. past no longcr

. conjures up any’ conception of the old grandeur when

" % Charans » Were counted . of the immottals; - and the

" f“ Charan ”.can no longer count upon h1s free meals.

. 'The « Chopdar » (herald) is another pictutesque ﬁgure

seen at afl the big dutbars, and at the nightly courts where

- the, officers of the State come to pay their respccts to the

. Mahara]a T
. He holds a gold—mounted mace : his turban is of gold

| -cord shot with green with jaunty gold tassels hanging

“over at one side: ‘he ‘wears tight-fitting pantaloons,
“surmounted by a coat of white, and his gay gold-tissue
- loin cloth is txcd in a knot at the s1de, overa dagger with a

o lewelled hilt.". .

. As the Mahara]a ahghts from his’ cattiage o car the

, _herald precedes him' to the door of the durbar, clearing
. the way, which is already cleared, with his drawn-out cry
agar—meberbaan—salaam, * At a distance—His Highness—

‘Salaam.”  Standing aside as the Maharaja passes, bent to

the ground in obseqmousness he repeats his call.

He calls out as each newcomer enters and salaams:
and agam when the Maharaja ises to leave his coutt.
: 82
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Sometimes at a court there are several * Chopdars
together : the musical cry is taken up one after the other
making a musical medley not,without effect: * Salute:
O City! His Kinpness.” i |

The “ Chopdar’ s” duties arevaried : he takes out the
dutbar lists for signatute :* on these are wiitten the names
of all sirdars and notables of a State. and their presence is
mdxspcnsable at a couft, -

1t is his duty to inttoduce and usher in all new poets and
- singers ; unccrcmomously cutting their 'performances
short at the slightest sign of borcdom from hls 3:oy:.'1E
-master, and introducing othets to the Presence. ; .

It is indeed 2 happy poet or singer,—man ot womaﬂ,—-—- :
who, winning the favour of the Maharaja s mtcrest, 1s‘,
allowed to finish poem or song. - |

In processmns the ¢ Chopdar walks at thc side of the -
Maharaja’s camage the . very emblem of pomp and'-;
circumstance, -

But his fortune depencls upon his voice, and when it
loses its bell-like quality, the dignified post of herald,
is also lost and he no- longer holds any posxﬂon atl
coutt. -

Thc dancing- gul, sub]ect of endless ‘cnticxsm and d1s- ¢
cussion, belongs to the night. ' - '

She wears voluminous skirts, a ttght-ﬁttmg heavﬂy
embroidered bodice, covered with a little jacket and a
transparent costly sari: But when she is no longer a
| vugm she discards the jacketfor a cbofi, Her boldness
is part of her audacious fascination: .her mouth is full of
betel and her roving eyes seek out likely | prey.! '

'Thadcscnbesthcoldc:da.nunggﬂ.whohaslosthumnom
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She is a startlmg type whose ‘greatest insincerity is in
_her life-like imitation of sincerity, which many an Indian
atistocrat has found out too late: your out-and-out
" courtesan will ever pose as the most faithful of m13tresses
to the man whose favour she covets. :

" This copying of the great emotions extends to her
_musicians even, who, s1tt1ng in a half-circle behind her,
ate true to type 1f ‘you see one lot, you have seen them
all. :
" ‘There is the man. w1th the drum who Would appeat to
admire her: :vivaciously : his eyes never leave her face,

he evidently knows that the weakness of human nature is
‘to be fascmated most with that which fascinates others.
‘At times, as’ if involuntarily, he emits a rapturous:
“ Waah waah”—well done | well done! and shakes his
.head as if lost in ‘complete, ecstasy.

 There are those who play the string mstruments always
in dteamy abstraction ; -eyes cast down, and heads, if
‘they wag at;all, part of this assumed, intense melancholy

engendered by a hopeless love; falling to their breasts at
last in reveties so profound as to partake almost of stupor.

. Sometimes the réles are changed and we have the string
mstrumentahsts vivacious . and in raptures’ of delight,
“and now it is the turn of the man who plays the drum to be

intensely melancholy. *

‘Vatsyana who taught the dancmg—gul his famous e1ghty-
four arts of how to collect money and cheat, cannot escape
full hablhty, even though the last verses of his book insist
on assuring his readers that these atts, taught by him, were
" done so W1th the sole idea of proving their futility.

“Be sure,” said Vatsyana with-a wisdom worthy of a
better cause, in his chapterof notorious advice to dancing-
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gitls,* “to be friendly with policemen and mag1strateé.:
You might find this friendship some-day, useful.” - |

* The reader should be careful to distinguish | betwecn the dancmg girl (Nayaka)
fn pet, and the modern Indian danseuse. It is a happy feature of present-day
dian thought on these things, that the beautiful Indian is no longer delegated
to the dancing-gitl; and that Indian ladies of breeding and culture are dancing
now in public without the social oblivion that would hzvc been theits half 3 century
ago.



CHAPTER X |
IN AN INDIAN BAZAAR

TRANGE p],acc of mdcscnbable smells, pungcnt
 spices, dncd pulscs, assafocuda, scentcd gums, bot
- gbee and oil,’ and others too unpleasant. to mention, no
‘tale of India could be complete without, 2 picture of some
of the inmates of a truly Indian bazaar. ' |

The bnghtly colou:r.cd wates, red and saffron - cloths,
_out31de the shop'of a dyer catch and hold the eye:
‘there is no, red like this outside of India, no yellow so
yellow. The dycr—class claims to be an off-shoot of the
Kshattiya or wartrior caste,~his name corruptcd into
Khatri,—but, unfortunately for his assumptlon the dyer—
Khatri—is included in the * Nava-j jat ¥—nine castes—of the
Vaisya ‘ot mcrchant class, and is mv1ted to theit caste-
‘dinners.” ' _ -

" The Khatri’s dass is 2 hlghly conservative one, no
Khatri marries outside his own circle; but his widow,
unlike those of othe:t conscrvauvc classcs, is allowed to
remarry. , ¢ |

His art of mixing colours those bnght gay colours
of the East, is well known to the Western world. But he
possesses another and finer att which unfortunately is
not so well known : the making, and dyeing of crinkled
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cloth of intricate de31gns in Ixttlc patchcs and c:rcles of.
“colour. -
- To do this work he lets the nail on the tlmd. ﬁnget of
his left hand grow very long, and this helps him the more
casily to pinch up hundreds of little bits of cloth in the.
correctest of patterns and to tie them with fine’ thfead. .
The whole cloth is then dlpped in dye ;" the tied-up bits
alone rctammg the ground colour; ‘and, so perfectly are'
 they tied, that the pattern is almost Perfcct. K '
~ 'Thedyer sells his wortk still tied, but a gcntle pull bﬂngs
the threads apart, dxsplaymg m all its bcauty the Wondcr-
ful wotk, :
Some of the larger of these cloths take from two to th:ecl
months to prepare, and are by reason of this labour, costly |
But the Khatt, though a hard-working maa, will never
be able to get tich : for, and this is a real tragedy in India,
these simple artisans of India are invariably cxplmte&—-
by their countrymen most of a]l—-ha.tdly making the barest
,of proﬁt ‘thus - encouraging  the slip-shod". Work .one
associates thesc days w1th Indla.n Work.

In sepatate streets altogethcr are the WOIkCIS in meta.l«--‘
‘the Kansaras, = & - ' S s

The Kansara is seen, from sunfise to sunset in hlS httlc:
shop, beating metal into pots, la.tge and’ small, and the
ting of metal on metal, resounds through the street, .=
* 'This beating of copper is an arduous task, and the blg
fire over which he spends. part of the time, adds to his
labour when the days grow - hot, and, the tempcrature
stands at over a hundred and sixteen.

He develops wrinkles very soon, for by mghtfa]l ‘his
eyes ate always tited, and he works by the measurement of
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- his own correct eye alone, making asticles of various sizes :
large brass and copper pots for ﬁlhng water; smaller
ones, with a tin-lining done by men in another street, for
‘milk ; trays of copper or silver; drinking goblets cups ;
~cooking utensils and ladles of every description; all
“beaten out, by hand, and so beautiful as to make one
wonder why the princes do not patromse him mote, -
- The Kansara i is of the conscrvauve class, and his widow

cannot ICIIIAIIY

Past. h1m ate the sweet—mcat sellers, always dity, always
' gteasy, with the sweet-meat they themselves have made,
piled- beforc thcm, mote often than not, covered with
flies. .~ -
Somenmes they ateseen ftymg Jellebees made of fermented
ﬂour, tun through 2 hole in 2 coco-nut shell into latge
- cauldrons of hot oil, or stirting milk in large iton pots,

- Then thete is 2 separate street for the cobblers who ate
more or less untouchables, whete the orthodox Hindu
“is concerned : for your orthodox Hindu considers leather
_-impurc and tanners and cobblers share in the impurity.
- 'There s, again, a separate street whete tailots sit and sew ;
w1th the silk-clothes that will adotn some great lady or
noble, held nimbly between their toes, side by side with
the country-spun shirt of some low-born man. |

Another street full of the scent of ﬂowers,where flower-
sellers display garlands of jasmine and rose for the necks
- of some loved one ; idol of gold or. man or woman.

It is close to the street where the sellers of betel-leaves

and spices sit makmg up the little green three-cornered
o 88 |
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betel packets, filled Wlth lime, and held together by a
clove.

A nation of children, .these Indians of an Indza that is
really India, with the flowers round their necks, who will
- buy and chew these betel-leaves, dyeing lips and teeth alike
a yellowy-red, living happily for the day; careless of the
MOLIow. |



CHAPTER XI
THE UNTOUCHABLES ©

_.F all the strange anomalies of life, the strange one
__ of the untouchables of India would make a tale of
“the: saddest readmg, but for the stmnge inconsistencies,
- that make for a humour not wholly grim.
. The Western wozld may be surpnsed to learn that
“thefe are’ two main - classes “of - untouchables ;' the one
consxdetmg jtself ‘as badly ‘defiled by the'touch of the
- »;Othc:r as the orthodox clgsscs are by that of any untouchable.
", Of these two classes ¢ the supenor (God save the word 1)
untouchables are the “Deds”: and a2 very sturdy,
) mdependent class théy ate, one - that views with deep -
;d13trust all attempts to break” down barriers of caste,
“scenting in this new movcment no special advantage to
'the:ms,e.lves1 gy
- And this, though it does not still apply to the Dcds "
-:-educated on English' lines, ‘does, still, to the ““ Deds ”
“proper: they who wotk in gardens, who-ate labourers,
- who build the houses that Brahmins and Ra]as live m,
after the necessaty purificatory’ rites.

These “ Deds * ate an exempla.ty class one could wish
them uncha.ngcd ¥
| 'I'hey ate vety hard-workmg, and their guls wotk side

"I'h;s was written in 1929.
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by side with them and have 2 higher market value ﬂmn

their men-folk.

In the marriage-market, they fetch h.tgh pnces by reason
of this, and ate sold, literally sold, to prospective patents-in-.
~ law; a statement that will appear appalhng toa European |
but for the fact that the girl herself is not. an unwﬂlmg-
patticipator in many, if not all, of the bargams 0 Y
- The average price of an ordmary “Ded g1rl 1S ahout
'Rs. 8oo—[60 to-dayu—and it is ﬁxed by the * Nat,” iz,
the caste-men.” .

The writer once suggested 02 lamentmg mother thatﬁ
the Maharaja might be asked to bteak up this custom, and
was met with 2 horrified protest from the mother. Certa.mly
not, the * Nit ” knew best.

- The mothex; herself had two sons, . but she hoped to be
able to recover the money pa.ld for: their brides by the
good price she was sure to get for her three strong goodﬂ

looking daughters.” "

When the daughtets get their first babies, a certiin
amount of the purchase-money goes back to the bride-
groom’s house ‘custom obhgmg the mother to nge large.
" presemts. . L e - et

When a “ Ded e g1rl becomes 2 WldOW, the parents may
claim her back in.their house, and get her remarried by
paying back the purchase ‘moriey s somet:mes the new
bridegroom, especially if the’ g1ﬂ is good—lookmg, helps_
by paying the purchase-money. |

Sometimes the parents-m—law ate loth to retum theu_
daughter—m—law if she is 2 hard worker this means the
loss of a wage-earner of six to ten annas 2 day Lt Ny

; ! With this ap arently small wage, the Ded IlveS, ys Ia.tge sums for his
bride, and few are without gold jewelry.
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The matter then goes up before the “Nat” whose
decision is binding.’
These girls appear extremely happy and know full well
thext high market value.
«They are noted for their chasnty and are adepts at the
art of controlling husbands. .
- The.*“Ded”. woman, being a wage—eamer has the
‘means of flying off to her parents house, whenever her
husband- shows' signs of proving difficult; and a very
dejected husband goes a.fter her and Bnngs her back usually
on, her own terms o
It is from the “ Ded dass that many Hmdu servants
of the  Sahib-lok ” are recruited, and it was for this reason,
mote than from the defilement of the “Sahib”, that,
unt.tl qmte tecently, Indian princes were reluctant about
accepting hospitality from Englishmen in India.  ~  #
" Food eaten from the hands of an untouchable makes
for impurity of the “highest degree and it takes a whole
religious’ ceremony, pzunﬁ:l penances, and a sacnﬁce to
get titually right, -

'The touch alone, however, loses its evil effect by bathing,
and, if bathmg is not possible for some time, the sprinkling
on of water, in which gold has been put, will restore purity.
‘The wtiter vividly remembers 2 “Ded” woman, her
-gardener, whose spade had been touched by a sweeper,
loosen her gold, ear-ornament, drop it into a pot of water
and sprinkle her * defiled *” spade with this water. ,.

“In the diary of one of the oldest converts to Christianity,
the writer has been told by his son, it is recorded that
about the time of the Great Indian Mutiny year, the “ Deds™
were considered lowet than the pariah-dogs. A dog
might go to the house of a “ Ded ” and eat his food, and
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the other Hindus would have no scruples whatsoever in
touching that dog, but they would never touch the *“ Ded ”’
himself. Even his very shadow and his foot-pnnts in
the dust were considered deﬁlmg S SR

In those days, in certain villages round about Gujaxat,
the “Deds ” and the * Bhangis *,~Sweepers,~were forced
to drag leafy branches of trees behind them in order to
obhtcratc their foot-marks, and to cry at the top of thc1r
voices :  way—way—to pass—please.” . oo

It was the missionaries of those days Who changed all
this : credit must be given to themalone., - .

Amazing to relate : if 2 Hindu touchcd by 2 Dcd »
were touched by a2 Mahomedan, the contammauon went.
out of him: two minuses making a plus., . . - |

Even those Deds who have become Chnstmns —and-
there are thousands in Gujarat,—still retain many of theu‘
old customs, e.g., keeping * Tulsi ”- balsam—plants in
thcxr houses, and worshipping thcm - the retention :of
the “custom of child maxnagcsl a.nd, the ‘same Indidn
Christian assures the writer, the- singing. of’ obscene.
songs on the occasion of marriage and other feasts. <

The writer was also told that one of these well-to-do

converts was asked as to the reason why he, a Christian,
kept the “ Tulsi ” plant in his house ; he was said to have
teplied that he wished to be absolutely on the safe side:
if the God of the Christians did not savc Inm, hc mlght yet__
be saved by the God of Tulsi. -

~ In former times, a Ded was not allowed to ride 2’ horse
through a village, nor was he allowed to can:y an open
umbrella, nor wear a modetn coat, nor a pait of shoes.
Neither was he, at one time, allowed to hve in good houses.

3 The Sarda bill is preventing these to-day.
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The Deds of Gu]arat are generally wealthy : by this old
arbrtrary law they ran a good risk of losing all their money :
for Indians of old mvanably kept their money hidden in
their houses SR

“The Deds observe very ngrdly all the prmmpal festivals
'of both the Hindus and the Mahomedans ; and whete there
~are many Christians, they observe Christmas also: their
women dress in gay and costly clothes and wear many orna-
_ments on the Hindu festival of *Diwali,” and you will
‘find: them 2s gaudrly dressed m the forefront of the
Moharrum process1ons Y

The Bhangi or sweeper dass, is far mfenor to that of the
'Ded. ‘The wotk of the’ sweeper, his physique, his intellj-
* gence ate all alike of a mean order; but whether it is fate
- or man that has made hun SO sorry a speclrnen of hurnamry,
-is a debatable pomt

That his lot is pitiable is undoubtedly true: though
hke all Iots there are some bnght spots for his small
consolatxon PR .

- His’ drumrmng is reqmred at festivals. In Indian
States he beats the drums at the head of processions.
Whenever a proclamatmn is.to be made throughout 2
town or vﬂlage, it is the sweeper WhO does it with a beat
of his drum. : '

The ‘writer was told someWhat naxvely, by an official,
that the presence of the sweeper-cleared the road more
eﬁ'ectlvely than a posse of police.” =~

,A Sadhu friend of hefs travelled in a crowded trarn, a
whole third-class compartment ‘to himself, because the
‘other occupant happened to be a sweepet.-

' Here the sweeper scored, but not so lucky was that other
sweeper of the writer’s who had to miss three trains at a
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junction to wait for an empty compartment and who was
obliged to walk up from Abu Road to Mount Abu, because
he was not allowed to sit in the motorbus by h.lS fellow
passengers. ‘
Like the Ded, the sweeper has a ngxd caste system and .‘
‘the * Patel” --head of the Nat,—has the last say in any

matter.
Neither he not the Ded 1s allowed in Hindu ot Jain.

temples.

. Manu has been blamed for the ng1d1ty of the caste in’
this respect,  but Manu’s rulifig: ‘doés not give any clue:
as to the present-day theory of defilement. "+ Manu, meaning
well like all reformess, in his desite to Protect the weak,"
enunciated a theory; “that 2 man with an undeveloped.
brain should not be made respon:uble for the acts mspxred'
by that brain, ' i

.'The Shudra,—thus Manu s d.lctum,—-can do 1o Wrong
because he is unable to d.lstmgmsh between th.t is nght..
and what is wrong ; therefore he who does not sin requires.
no sacraments ; has no religious ceremonies to perform,f
and may take up certain duttes on]y 1f he feels mﬂmg,‘i
and able to petform them, - 7.+ '

And in Manu 3, 127, Manu re—emphasmes that conduct;
alone determines the caste of a man, -« -

A thousand would be teformers may bum t.be lawsll
of Manu, but it is still debatablé whethet one who meant SO
well of his kmd is :teally responsxble for the present day-
impasse. : .;

- The Bhangis worslnp a Pl.t called Ramo P1r and the
Deds have theit own temples and “ mahants ”—priests. -

To add to the bathos, the sweepers hold themselves_

‘ThmwasdoncqmtetecentlymBombay v
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~ the direct descendants of Rukhis or Rishis—seers—and
“they will not eat except at their own places, lest a piece
- of food falling. to the ground give to the owner of that
- ground, the rehg1ous merit of the eater and his noble
ancestots. -

. Whilst- on" the quesnon of untouchables certain
aborigines . like the Bhils, the Todas, etc., are also counted
“untouchables by the Aryan Hindu. The drinking water
~of all'aborigines is taboo for them: though their touch
alone does not always defile.

. The“ Vaagadi ™ is of an abongmal class, and though he
| dresses on occasion with due grandeur, his.general aspect
-is far from grand ¢ he is dirty, his hands caked with much
mud and his skin oiled by dirt and pexspuatxon

He believes, with some degree of 1ustxce -in India
at any rate,~that washing, not dirt, is the ruin of clothes ;
- s0 he keeps one set apart fot gala days alone and on
_ these rare occasions he washes.” His other set comprising
" a shirt and dhotl—-lom cloth——he wears nll it fa.lls to
tatters on his.person.

- He earns his living by the, occas1onal sweat of a brow
which is never wiped. o
- . He grows little patches of Water-melons, sugar melons
cucumbers and pumpkms of all shapes. His greatest
- antipathy in hfe is the porcupine: an antipathy that can
. be shared by all thos¢ gardeners who grow these four
‘things so favoured of the spiked one.

The tesponsibilities of matital life sit loosely on this
class, and the habit of placmg the care of a crowd of children
‘on to the father—ot vice versa—is a common habit of
 erring wives and husbands of this class. |

‘The Vaagadis live in rude huts, made of mats of grass,
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on their little patches, in company with pariah dogs fowls, -
goats and occasionally pigs, and like the gypsies of the
- Western wotld they ate not above thieving. - )
~ ‘They set at naught the rules of hygiene, but their chlldren,‘
apart from a kind of perpetual hay-fever and its consequent -
nose-dripping, appear temarkably healthy. .
~ Oge secs these fat black naked babies tolling about the- }
roads as prolific as the melons their fathers grow. . -
The Vaagadis do as little work as they. poss1bly can,_‘
trusting to fate to feed them and their children. . - '
‘They are even too lazy to protect their little bits of land_
against the raids of the porcupines, and even when they -
are eaten out of house and home, rather than take the_
trouble to repair the damage, they prefer to start ]er agam
as beggars pute and snnple. | ‘
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" CHAPTER XI
Tue EpucarioN oF GIRLS

T HE educatlomst m this’ country ‘could not have
bettef material ta’ wotk on than the Indian girl.
She possesses all the. qualities that make the ideal pupil :
1imitation, 2 good memory, and’a loving heatt; quahtxes
that are at once her fortune and misfortune.

~+'The word misfortune is 'used advisedly.

, Not ‘to every gitl in India comes the ideal teacher ‘
Sometimes the Indian teacher i is against progtess as spelt
by ‘Western 1deals, and ‘sometimes the English teacher
ruthlessly destroys what he' ot she cannot teplace: for-
gettmg that it is not every Western idea that will gtow
in Indian soxl and that 1m1tat10n catned to excess makes for
:medlocnty -

Memory. may retain undesuable thmgs, aﬁd that vety
i tenderness of a heart which can be an asset may accept
}"nnpressxons Wlllch may destroy for ever, any clear outline
of character. .
| And there is one gteat glft, with few exceptxons that
is snll demed by the gods to the Indian gu:l the gift of
perseverance. .-
~'The mind of the average Indian, gul is like a screen on
which must always be thtown a fresh picture to keep up
: mterest S |
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This strange incapacity of brmgmg a thought or act
to its logical conclusion or fulfilment, is one of the greatest
drawbacks that educationists of Indian glrls have con-
tinually to combat. .

"The mind of the Indian g1r1 has to- be stlmulated <
restimulated and sometlmes over—stlmulated. She goes '
in for one thing, only to drop it foranother more interesting,
and this continues with few exceptlons throughout her}
whole educational career. o ‘ . S

Education, for its own sake, is'a meamngless term to“
her. Education for the sake. of a future position in life :.
for the adding.to her value'in the marriage matket ; for:
a hundred and one reasons, ate listened to, apprecxated
at their proper value. ~ * ey T Sty

In the early days of the writer’s own school strlvmg--,’
and in those days it was indeed difficult—to make education
for girls popular among the ordinary. ‘classes;of Indian
women, she had to descend the scale with a vengmce to;
bting home to them the value of education.. - '

Most Indian women dxshked the 1dea of school for theu:
daughters. o

Whilst they Would mllmgly put the very sma]l ones to
school to get rid of the burden of looking after them,
they would never do so with the older gitls, whose absence
from home added to their burden, already heavy, of house—
keeping.

It seemed almost 1mpossxble to brmg home to them the\
value of education. :

The general answer was that the1r daughters were not
to be teachers, but house-wives, and that it was too much
waste of time—these hours at school. '

The writer sent for some,of the mothers and agreed
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on the face of it, that it would appear waste of time;
but appealed for the mental upliftment of the race that
. would have educated mothets. A vain appea.l——upliftment
- 'was a matter of fate. |

‘When the wtiter pointed out that the present-day
educated boy wanted as his partner in life an educated wife,
they were considerably shaken, and gave way  completely
“when it was added that business nowadays callmg the
husband away, the present method of having his letters
opened, and read by an outsider was very unsatisfactory :
would it not be more correct if the W1fe herself could read
_ them and write the reply?

" ‘The initial difficulty surmounted, other d1ﬂicu1t1es arose. -
~ 'The quick memory of the Indian gitl made memorising
‘easy, besides'being the easiest method for both Indian
teacher and pupil to make a display of knowledge, taught
~and learnt: the gitl who read the quickest received

generally the greatest praise from her teacher.

- Catreful analysis however proved that not only was the
substance of what was read in the majority of cases not
" ptopetly understood but the girl was rarely able to g1ve
the most- meagre of rendcrmgs of What she had read in
“her own.language.

This latter drawback is st111 a setious obstaclc in the
- education of gitls. It prevents all originality: if not
“actually including want of originality. ,

In many cases the teachers themselves lack, in no small
degtee, the gift of remoulding a lesson in different words,
and the vocabulary of certain vernacular dialects,—
Gujarati for instance, that has “to draw largely from
Sanscrit to become any kind of classical prose,—being
limited, adds to'the difficulty. So it cannot be said, yet,
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that ongmalxty, initiative, or the power to think for
themselves is a natural quality in the Indian guL

Yet, one must in fairness emphasize, this is not due to
dullness of mind, but rather laziness of mind. She follows, :
instinctively, the line of least resistance, and when ‘mental
effort may be too prolonged, or result’in 2 combat, she-
avoids effort or combat.

In her own domain, that of the house, she has’ gtw.t
qualities : 2 wonderful cook, 2 comptroller in its highest
and most appreciated form; but as a mother, again, she
follows the same path of least resistance, and her children
are often spoilt.

Her social mistakes appm to be mmply a eonﬁmng of
issues when too much demand is made on her powers of
judgment, |

As instance of this: several Brahmm ladies 2 are now
eating meat against their innermost convictions, against
every tenet of their creed, conso]mg themselves that this
being the husband’s wish, the merit of obedience outwelghs
the fault, if any, of the sacnﬁdng of the dearest pnnmples
of their religion, nay of their very life.” = -

At least one Brahmin lady told the writer that to be
invited to the dinners of the Sahib-lok made it neccssaty'
~ for them to eat meat: this, to ‘an English vegetarian,
for whom, at the greatest of ‘official dinners, a vegetarian’
menu is always provided, would point more than anythmg
else to some strange, moral weakness.

A reaction, equally strange, will make for a tremendous
upheaval of ethics, but it is difficult to presctibe a remedy.
Each individual case requires its own diagnosis, and general
advice may not entitely cover the ground. )

But, undoubtedly, women’s opinions, their chenshed
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1deals, at least ought to be more carefully respected—
even fosteted—by their male-folk, not only helpmg to
‘strengthen mildness of character, but for the prevenuon of
the ultimate extreme when fe-action occuts. -

" “This is a lengthy digtession from educat10n propet.
Returmng to school and school hours, these are admittedly
too long. -But, these are mevxtable : the Inchan girl’s
“schoolife is alteady too short.. - .

Among 'the ..conservative dasses, the Brahmin or
-~ Kunbi ” (agticulturists) ‘classes for instance, the girl is,
“more often than not, a2 mother at fourtcen or fifteen;
and school—days and gitlhood ae, for ever, over.

CAl educatmmsts of gitls, in India, feel this continual
ﬁght Aagainst pme and dare tot femit a smgle of these
relentleSs, sacred hours o : ‘

~There are some cultured glrls Who ca.try on' their
educatxon even after marriage, but they are in the minority,:
~others do not retutn to school again except as widows :
“when study becomes for them 'a thing: with an object in
‘view; the getting: into- 2 ‘teacher’s preparatory class and
passmg through 2 trammg college - With the necessary
_teacher’ 'S certxﬁcate she can’ then eam a hvmg in 2 girls’
school L
"But the opportumty to study after mamage is shght
'so whilst orthodox Hinduism requires her , marriage
"before puberty1 Wh1ch generally occurs in the Indian
gitl between the ages of twelve and fourteen, all advantage
must, be taken of the long hours.

At an age when a Western girl is still playmg with her
dolls the little Indian girl is suckling her baby, a mother.

Only what she ‘has learnt before this event, remains for

'8 This was written in 1929.
102



THE EDUCATION OF GIRLS

her to pass on to her child; little enough indeed. Her
child, sometimes, accepts what she has to give, but motre
- often accepts nothing—especially if it be 2 son who has -
“learnt more in his two years of college hfe, than a]l hxs‘.
mother has ever learnt in hers. o

- Only the stern ethics of a rehglon that dcmands unquah—-’
fied xcspect prevcnts her losmg all mﬂuencc over her child.



CONCLUSION

‘s AND this is the India that is Indm pulsatmg to 2 -

thousand different thythms, laden with thoughts that
are strangely alien and absolutely d1ﬂ'crent to those of the
“Western world,

'These tailors of India who dcsp1se the food of Indla.n
kmgs ‘the low-caste menials who desplsc that cooked
by cobblets : "cobblets, again, who are contaminated by
the food of Deds and Deds who Wﬂl not touch, let alone,
eat W1th a sweeper. N
.. Is there a smgle thmg hetc that we of the West can
-"understand A
+"'The genius that defies England to-day, is of England
'herself : a handful of Indiins, educated on English lines—,
their papers ate in English ; their speeches imbued through-
‘out with British ideas of democracy: hopelessly defiled,
themselves, by all the ethics that make their own Hindu
orthodoxy, which completely denies them, even to-day,
the “ datshana ™ of their old temples and invites them no
longer to the feasts of theit own old caste. -*

. Do they really speak for Indians and the heart of India ?

At the most they may claim they speak for the future of

India: but still they represent a pirt, a. very small part

alone, of their huge country.

. It is well for them to agitate for the nghts of the

untouchables ; for they themselves, by association with
104 '
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those outsxde their caste, have also become to then: own _
caste untouchables. :
- The heart of India has changed little durmg the centuries. .
Wil it really ‘change now by this vigorous impact of
England, and things English? =
The vety vehemence with which:the Indian 2g1tator~,
would deny the effect on himself from’ this impact is in
itself an unwary admittance, that he is not untouched.
- It is still too eatly to foretell with any certainty the
future of India; whether India is really changeless, or
whethet in her modelling of hetself on new lifies; she will,
like Japan and Tutkey, try completely to. annul all her
old ideas and follow the methods of the West.” -~ . .
When history will set down, with the coldness of a centuty
hence, what England has strived to do for India, then and ..
then alone, will the world truly know, not only her mlsmke
in this cateless implanting of her own democratic ideas'in
the soil of an intensely conservative people but the.
greatness, the liberality, and the magmtude of England,_
-who having gained all, gave back a.lI
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SOMB RECENT REVIEWS OF BOOKS BY THE
. SAME AUTHOR |

Mhatmz Ram Das in hls magazme, s The szlqn,” dated On‘aber, 1933.

THE PH]LOSOPHY OF YOGA. Contmnmg the mystery of
+ spirit and ‘the way to- ‘Eternal Bliss. * By ELzAszTH Smm,
» Shri Knshm vaas, Lunbdl, Kathiawar. _

~ “This Book of, ‘Yoga teveals the heights of mysuclsm to which the
* authoress has reached. So it is no wonder that this great work should
issue from ' her inspired pem. - The book divides mainly into two
parts. ~‘The first part treats of the mystery of Yoga expounded in the
Bhagvad Gita.” As one goes through it one is subtly overpowered
by its depth ‘of thought, charm of idealism and purity and felicity
of expression. Tts every sentence is a distilled essence breathing
the spifit of Truth. A few sentences from these pages quotcd here
would bear out the truth of the above obscmtion :
*+" % Bvery thought came to man through pain”” -

- % Words are unable tq hold the greatest thoughts, and thou ghts

at best are onIy to rcﬂcct, not. ablc to cnpture pute Spmt »”

What peacc equa.l to that peace beyond the meagte powers of
Undastnndmgl The peace. of xealmauon. And 1t is man’s
heritage.” - v
‘- “When the mmd of man merges mto thc mind of God thtough
- Divine Afﬁmty of though: thcn can man tealise the mind of God.”

-

Now the second part “ The Chld Vllasom is an aposmon of
 Shakta Tantra, This as well is a fascinating garland ofmspncd gems
" of “ purest ray sermc. . Heteare some pearls : _

“‘The soul is the Deity of the temp]c of thc body. It is the
making Divinity the essence of one’s own soul.”
+ *The whole moveable a.nd Jmmoveable universe ate mm:orcd
in thc heart of man.” - -

From the few extracts cited above, the reader can find out for
hxmself the outsta.ndmg merit and beauty of the work THE Prrrosopsy
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oF YocA, Evetyone intetested in the Yoga Phﬂosophy should ¢ not

fail to read this unique work.

 The book is rightly dedicated by the authoress to her Gum Shri
Shaati Vijayjee of Mount Abu—a Mahatma of wide-spread fame.—

*“The Vlslon,” dated October, 1933,

The book is cscnual[y for the mystic, and for those to whom:
Hindu Philosophy as expounded by the Bhagvad Gita makes an
appeal.—“ The Civil and Military Gazette i datcd i;a‘b Aygwt 193; 5.

- “ United Indm and Indm.n Statcs,” datcd Ncw Dclhi, 4!.6 Nammber,
1933,

9Th15 book is one of a series of thlglous books bcmg issusd’ is.
memory of the eldest grand-child of His Highness the Thakur Sahib
of Limbdi. The series “ aims at the spiritoal education of the children
of the Kshatriyas of India, who were once teachers of the Brahmins,
hoping that once again they shall know, care more for and follow the
great, pure religion of their ancestors, whence came all their power.”
The present book ‘expounds the author’s conception of the aim of
Yoga, Tre PrILOsoPHY OF. YOG4, she writes, “‘ aims not at super-
natural powers, these are rcally natural to.man; but at restoring to
man a knowledgc of ethics, leading back to the Original Pyrity that
was Harmony.” She has examined the ta.chmgs of the Gita in the
light of this theory, striving to gather the main threads of thought and
dropping all tangled ones. She has-also availed herself of * Chid
Vilasum ™ a rare old Sanscrit manuscript on Shakts Tantra, . The.
earnest student of Yoga will no doubt. welcome the little book as a
Iucid introduction to an abstruse subject and yet l.lkc Ohvcr hc cannot
help asking fot more from the gifted author. -

e A

Miss Elizabeth Sharpe has added to het list of pubhcatxons by a
book ona subject with which Engltsh pcoplc are not often acquainted..
She has evidently studied the science of yoga, ‘as expounded by the
Bhagvad Gita, because her chapters are very analytical and show a2 deep’
knowledge of a very difficult subject.” In her foreword she says: 4

“ The book is one of a series of rehglous books in memory- of‘
the late K. S. Ram Rajendrasinhji, aged 14, eldest grandchild of
that great soul, His Highness ‘Thakore Sahib Shn Sir Daulat
Sinhji, K.C.S.I., K.C1LE., of Limbdi. These books aim_at the -
spiritnal education of the children of the Kshztnyas of India, who -
were once teachers of the Brahmins, hoping that once again they .
shall know, care more for and follow the great, pure rcl_lglon of
their ancestors, whence came all their power. %o :
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Buried in this little volume of profound thought and passionate
smcenty are one or two theories which will provoke cuttihg criticism,
- One is contained in the appendix and is the theory that Christ and
Krishna' were originally one. The author some yeats ago made a-
" list of the similar. utterances of Christ and of Krishna. One can
. quite understand that this original theory is very unacccptablc. * The
" Hlustrated Weekly of India,” dated 11sb June, 1933. -

FINE TYPE OF INDIAN RULER
5 W’omm’.r Pm'm qf Lm-bdt Tbaéon .S'abzb

*THAKORE SAHIB SHRI SIR. DAUI.ATSINGH OF LIMBDI.
A BJ.ography by ErizABETH. SHARPE London. (John Murray) '

o -.7:""-64".

It is doubtful whether the Thakore Sahib. of Lunbch could have
found a- better biographer than hjs-well-known Private Secretary,
Miss Elizabeth Sharpe, wha has had umque opportumnes of studying
a very fine type of Rajput character. |

“ Anyone who has come in touch with His nghness must realise
~that the:author has captured something of that healthy mental
_atmosphere which surrounds a fine old-fashioned type of gentleman-

- soldier, who now in his 64th ycar lcads as full 2 hfe 4s many a man
"zoyearshis;umor._‘ ot

" We .get some amusing stoncs about thc Incha.n rulcr s private life.
from his youth up. For instance, there was the time when he decided
on a Hardwar pilgtimage, and having gone to bathe with a friend,

~found that his trousers had been stolen by a holy monkey. All
efforts to persuade the monkey to eat grain and release the trousers
: failed, because he ate with one hand and held the coveted trousers
with the other—finally tearing them to pieces and throwing them back
at. Dadbba, who had to teturn to Meerut in his bathing loincloth |

‘There were days when the young prince rode to Rajkot and back,
a distance of ‘1z0 miles, through dacoit infested country—entirely
_alone and without fear. . There was one occasion when he chatted
~ with dacoits, who later in the day had a terrific battle with the Police -
' Superintendent, three of the miscreants being killed. There are
charming little stories of his unostentatious charity ; of a favourite
trick in going to a grain merchant and ordering food to be sent to a
‘cestain household without disclosing the donor.
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_Foolish Pr ejudices.

Over 30 years ago, His Highness went - with a military connngent
to the opening ceremony of the Federation of Australia, and the
gentlemanly but firm way in which he met the racial prc]udlccs of
those days makes amusing reading in parts. ‘There was, for instance, -
an unfortunate Sikh ¥ndian officer who sIept on deck, of the Dalbossie
a little over the British Officer’s chalk line, - ‘The Troops Commander
made a fuss, but later on the Captain of the ship (who seems to have
been annoyed over the racial distinctions) ordered his'lascars.ta slcep :
on this officer’s reserved deck | A sense of humour with a vengeance..

‘The book shows in what high esteem His Highness holds,the
King Emperor, and there is a story about His Majesty which pays'
tribute to the King’s remarkable memory about a'small incident
when he first met the Thakore Sahib; - This loyalty accounts for the
fact that it is the King Emperor’s portrait that His Highness always
secs in the morning when rising : and that he will never tear a postage
stamp.. ‘There are boxes and boxes of used’ postage stamps m thef
palace, carefully stored and never destroyed. - \

‘The book also contains some picturesque. httlc cameos of L1mbdl
to-day. The Thakore Sahib knows' how improvident the ordinary
ryot is, 2nd to encourage him to_stack his prass, he gives annua]ly a,
gich turban of honous to the ryot who has the biggest stack. : ;

The author says the Thakore Sahib rises in all . climates at '3 a.m.,,
and spends at least five hours daily at his | praycrs and in spite of lns i
age, he averages three hours at h1s Sccreta,nat ‘

She adds in conclusion:

“ His own wants are very. ‘small,’ No prmce in Indm spends'
less on his own person. He dresses always in sj.mple, spotless,
white muslin, with simple muslin head-dress... The. rest .of his
attire is equa.lly simple and unostentatious, - His .charity -too is
unostentatious : the extent and the lavishness of it, and the methods.
by which he ensures .secrecy, are known, in full, only to the holder,

- of his privy purse, and 2z few of his pcrsonal entourage. . ‘The
greater part of the Thakore Sahib’s private income goes entirely
in charity,”—* The Tlustrated Weekly. of India,” dated 1225
November, 1933.

“'The Illusttated Weekly of Indla ? dated 475 l\ffarcb 1934

THE TANTRIK DOCTRINE OF IMMACULATE CONCEP—
TION. By PrrzasrrH SHARPE,FR.GS FRES MR..A.S ¥
FB.E.E. (Rider). 45.64d.

Miss Elizabeth Sharpe needs no mtroducuon. Thls rolific -
writer is well known to Indian readers, She 1s a scholar of Hindu :
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,,] hilosophy and religion and has written thouiht-provoking books
- like, “ The Flame of God *’ and ** ‘The Philosophy of Yoga.”
++ Moreovet.she has the distinction of being the Private %ecrctary to
H.H. the Thakore Sahib of Limbdi. ' The above book, Miss Sharpe’s
~latest, is culled from the Shakta-Kanla, the most ancient occultism of
.. India, but never before written in a book, though handed down from
.Teacher to Pupil., ' Miss Sharpe has studied the works of the great
- ‘Shankaracharya and her philosczi:hy is both sincere and spontaneous,
; the outcome of many.years® har smdf. In her latest book we have a .
" collection of phﬂosogﬂ'c_ala horisms (the Tantras) and she treats of a2
jmystical and occult philosophy. ', As she'says, ¥ the knower of precious |
*things will know their value. - Knowledge is inseparable from the
" kaower™ © ' " | '
- . In het:introduction, the ‘autboress tells us that 'shé was - recently -
iven to read 2 secret treatise on mystic rites which ate still being per-
ormed in occult societies, in both the Fast and the West. She says
that the verses of the Tantras have been jealously guitded and recited -
for centuries by devout Indians.”” =~ o -
ey “.'I'I:etc";rc no royal roads to God ; except the old worn ways -
~of sacrifice and austerity. ' The wearing of the ragged robe that
“hides kingliness ; the blazoning out and followiag of old truths ;
«:1-» knoitting Him throughout one’s human body, till the will of
. man becomes automatically God’s will ; till the man and God are
‘inextricably one ;' these are the, only ways ; this is the only goal ;-
.. . this:the finality of human achievement.” =~ = o
e b P SRS R B s L B B o T e
-Here are some notable excerpts from the book: =~ ‘
V.i~** There ate three kinds of meditation :- on saéred words ; on
“ % an unmanifested God ; and on a God with Divine attributes.
. ! 2. Devotion and service aze the highest form of worship.”
VV4. » * Thete is a nectar in the body of the Pure Virgin: to that
© " 'comes -the spirit incarpate. “z. The -body of man is the
. uaivetse in miniatare.”. - S
IX.I. -* He who worships with anger in his heart loses his merit ;
- ' even as the water in the half baked pot loses itself, 2. Greed
. destroys all ' good :qualities. : 5. When in the process of
, meditation, the meditator and the object -of meditation are .

;f;ncrgeq, then arises the nectar of wisdom.” *¢* ..
* This little book of Miss Shatpe will be heartily, received by the
; ﬁla& and the philosopher and will meet with the waim approbation
. o -I'?w- s owh A - P . LAY B
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