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THE /46 88

Nauonal Liberal Federation of India

._W
The th Annual Session

HELD AT THE CENTRAL HALL, YICTORIA COLLEGE
OF SCIENGE, NAGPUR

TWednesday the 27th Thuvsday the 2Sth and Frilay . the #91% December 1929,
LIST OF RE-OLUTIONS PASSED, |

I CONDOLENCE nESOLUTION. - - ~.Cendofence
. : " . "_ _ Resolution
This meeting of the All-India Liberals mourns the ceath during the :

Jast year of Dewan Pahadur. Karunahara Menan,.Mr. K. R. Guruswami Ayer,
 Kir Bhalachancra Krishna, »ir Vithaldas Damodber ‘1 hakersay, Rao Bahadur
G. K. Sathe, I'r. P.D. Gune, Khan Bahadur H- M. Malak and Babu
Motilal Ghose ezch in his own way a “onhy son of India and adevoted

worker in her cause. )
N ' [ From the Chair] ;
~ II Rt Hon. E. 8. MONTAGUE, : ' Rt. Hon E.

‘ _ ] ) S. Montague
This meeting of the All-India Liberals records its profound griefat the - -
defeat of the Rt. Hon. E. S. Montague at the last general election ‘which’
deprives India of his services, Mr, Montague by recoguisirg the right of India
to full dominion status and getting it admitted by the highest authority saved -
India ata critical time to the Ccmmonwealth of Britain and bas' thus
established a rame second to none among the benefactors of India and the
champions of the subject nations.. The Conference trusts that a future is’in
store for him worthy of his great services to India and the Commonwealth.

Proposed by:-The Hon. Dr. P;ranjpe ( ﬁombay )
Seconded by:-Mr. R. G. Pradhan[ Nasik] . & .
Buppurted by:-Rao Saheb R. V, Mahaj;ihl [ Akola ]

111 SELF—GOVERNMENT, L selte

» 0 .
‘This meetinrg cf the All India Liberals eair estly urges upcn tbe Secretary overnment

of State for India atd tle Britich Parliamrent the recessity of accelerating .
the pace for the attairment of cemplete self-geverrment and towards that'end -
the taking of steps for the immediate introduction of 3 ( 1) full resgonsible
govercment in the yrovinces ard ( 2) responsibility in the ¢entral Government.
in all departments, except the mlhtar) political and_ forelgn

o

Proposed by:=Mr. N, M. Samartha M. L. A. ( Bombay)
Seconded by:-Sir Bijin Kii hra Fose M. L. C. ( Nrgpur)
" §upported by:»Mr. M. R. Aiyengar M. L. A. ( Sivananga) |

by--Pandnt Gokarnanath Misra M, L. C ( Lucknow)
«  by: -Mr, M, D Altekar(Bombay)



) ' ' 1 | -

indiani- 1V INDIANISATION OF THE ABMY.
sation of -
thearmy.  This meetmg of the All-India Liberals regards with the gravest concern“

‘. the delay in the inauguration of the plans for the Indianisation of the officer
< ranks in the Indian Army, for the reduction of the British element and for:
the introduction of other improvements and economies recommended by the
Military Requirements Committeeof the Indian Legislative Assembly, and
regatds it as a crucial test of the sincerity of the authorities regarding India’s
domigion status and sees no way except through drastic retrenchment under
this head of the country’s regaining financial equilibrium and calls upon.the
British Cabinet and the Army Council to restore by speedy action the
* confidence of the people of India in the often repeated promises to grant full
responsrble Government to India.

s

PTOPOSCd bj Mr, B, S Kamat M. L A (Poona)
- AR Seconded by Prlnc1p11 K. R Kamtkar (Poona) -

.. Supported by Mr. A. P. Sen ( U. P.)
Do. - by Rao Bahadur A, R, Bambawale ( Nagpur )
Retreach- ° . . - V. RETRENCHMENT.
ment . o

This meeting of the All-India Liberals  earnestly trusts that the

- Inchcape Committee and the various provincial retrenchment committees

will recommend material reductions of expenditure and enable the Govern-

ment of India and ths various local Governments to restore their financial
equilibrium and thus avert the need for additional taxation.

- : o E T (FromtheChalr)

)

Princes pro- - , ) V[.~ PRI\CE:, PROTEOTIO‘I ACT.
tection act

Thls Federatron is of opinion that the Indian States Protectron against”
Disaffection Act, passed by the Council of State on the Governor-General's
power of certification, is not in the interest of British India or the subjects
of the Indian Stafes and therefore the Parliament should advise His. Majesty
to withhold his assent. '

. , o ’ '( From the Chair)
Education - | ) VII. EDUCATION OF THE MASSES.
of the mas=~. .

s5es

* While fully recognising the need for rapid political advance, this Federa-
tion emphasises the great necessity for pushing on the progress of the masses
in all directions, educational, social and economic, and for this purpose urges
on Government as also on the people, the great desrrablllty of adding to the
institutions that aim at the advancement of the “masses all along the lmes ,

indicated above,
( From the Chair)

~

Untouﬁlt:;.bi" o ) VI, UNTOUCHABILITY

This meetlng of the Federation is of opinion that untouchabxllty
is a great blot on the Hindu community and that therefore if is necessary to
remove all the disabilities to which the untouchable classes are subjected.

-

- - Proposed by Mr. A.V, Thakkur ( Bombay )
Seconded by Mr, Bhatkar. -
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» . ' The lmpeﬂ-‘
IX. THE IMPERIAL SERVICES. al services.

This meeting of the All India Liberal Federation strongly oppqses"the
proposal to appoint a commission to inquire into the a.llege.d ﬁnancl.al anfl . _
other grievances of the Imperial Services and to make further increases in the'xr» _
pay and allowances. {2) Inorderto enable the Government of India .
and the local Governments to reduce thé expenditure on the overhead charges -
of the administration and the reserved subjects this Federation urges on the .
Becretary of State for India the necessity of authorising the 1ndian -Legi.sla- .
ture and the local legislatures to make laws regulating the public. services
under clause 2 section 96 (B) of the Government of India Act and in-the -

meantime stop all recruitment in England to the Imperial Services.

Proposed by Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzra M. L. C. (Allahabad) -
Seconded by Rao Bahadur R. R.'Kale, M. L. C. ('Satara ) :
Supported by Mr. R. R. Jayavant, M, L. C. ( Nagpur') , -
by Prof, Sapre ( Poona ) ' ‘ -

by Mr. M. R. Dixit, M. L. C. ( Nagpur )

"7

”

X SECREI'ARY OF STATES POWERS : Secretary of

. - State's

This meeting of the All-India Liberals attaches the utmost importance = powers., .

to the principle laid down with emphasis by the joint Select Committee C
of Parliament on .the Government of India Bill of 1919 to  the effect that
where an executive Government in India and its Legislature are in agreement’
on any matter, there. should be no interference by higher authority excepf
when Imperial interests are involved, It regards it as an essential condition
for the growth of Indian constitution and the preparation of the Legislatures
for the ultimate responsibility of the whole movement, and it’trusts further
‘that besides loyally observing the principle, the Secretary of State will give
it full scope by releasing the Government of.Iundia from the obligations .
to consult him previously in such matters, both by liberal .interpretation
of the rules and regulations on the subject and by modifying. these
wherever necessary, : Lo e

' Proposed by-Mr. N. M. Joshi, M. L. A. { Bombay ) | X
Seconded by Prof, Jog ( Poona) - 7 :

_ XI "INDIANS OVERSEAS, . Indians
. : . o overseas, .
This meeting ol the All-India Liberals wishes to .convey to the - T

Imperial Cabinet of Great Britain its sense of concern at the undesirable
effects produced on the minds of the people of India by the reports that
are received here from time to time of the obstacles and difficulties in the
way of the application to the Crown Colony of Kenya of the principles
embodied in the resolution of the "Imperial Conference-1921, and. trusts
that the Cabinet which had influential representatives at the Conference,
including the then Prime Minister and Colonial Secretary, will be able
atan early date to carry out those principles in the letter and in the spirit,
(2) This meeting of All-India Liberals condemns the anti-Indian policy-
pursued by -the. Government of the Union of South Africa and by the
Provinces comprised in the Union where the position of Indians is steadily
deteriorating, and while fully acknowledging that the Government of India
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-

[ ]
* have fully xdentlﬁed themselves with Indian sentiment in this matter as in
_ the mterests of Indnans overseas, generally, urges that Government to continue
' to bring pressure  to bear on the Union Government to accept the pollcy
enunciated in the resolutlon of the Imperial Conference of 1921,
Proposed by Mr. G. A, Natesan, (Madras)
A CT Seconded by Pundit Gokaranath Misra M. L. C. ( Lucknow)

Rt,hon. " = 'XII RT. HON SASTRI -

Sastrl " This meeting of the All-India Liberals emphasises its hwh apprematlon
of the services rendered to India by the Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri by his recent
tour in the Dominions, and thanks the Dominiens for welcome accorded to him,

. Pmposed by Rao Bahadur V R. Pundit M. L C. ( Nagpur)
- Seconded by Mr, R. N. Ayengar ( Madras )
Indian terrie Xill INDIAN TERRITORIAL FO«CE,
torial force, This Federatxon earnestly appeals to the youth of India to take the
fullest . advantage of the Indian Territorial Force Act and to enrol themselves
~in large numbers in the Territorial Force. It also appeals to the Government

to take all po:mble ‘;teps to promnte and popularise enrolment in the Force.
' : [ From the Chair }

-t

Liberal or- T XIV LIBERAL ORGANISATION.
~ganisaton- - .. That this Federation is of opinion that the time has arrived to make
—earnest efforts for the better organization of the Liberal Party in the country
. for the -systematic spread of the Liberal principles amongst the electoratss
-and for that purpose appoints an Executive Committee under the Chairman-
ship of the President consisting of one representative of each constituent body

of the Federation with the General Secretaries as ex-officio Secretaries.
, That the Secretaries be asked to hold elections for the Executive Com-

mittee before the 3ist of January 1923..

‘ That the Funds with the General Secretaries be placed at the disposal of
the Executive Committee who should also collect additional funds for their work,
hat the Executive Committee should present a report of their work to

the next meeting of the Federation.
[ From the Chair )

v . XV. REFORM COMMITTEE, IN LUBDON
Reform Com - ' .
mittee in This Federation authorises the Executive Committee to take the nece-
London ssary steps to meet the liabilities due on account of the Indian Reforms
Committée in London, and to take steps to reconstitute the Committee in
" view of Mr. Cotton’s resignation and otber vacancies in the Committee.
; - T ( From the Chair)
General See. . . . - XVI GENERAL SECRETARIES FOR 1923,
cre_t:;izgs for . Resolved that Mr G. K Devadhar, M, A and Mr. N, M. Joshi' B, A
' M.L.A.be the General Secretaries of the r‘Iatlonal Liberal Federation of India
during the year 1923, The Federation thanks the Secretaries who held office
last year and made success so far possible, ‘ .
SN e ( From the Chair)
Councl ftor -~ XVIL COUNCIL FOR 1923 o
1923 ) That the Council of the All India Liberal Federation for 1923 be consti-
tuted according to the lists furnished to the. Genzral Secretaries before the
lst February 19/3 by the Provmcxal leagues and Aszociaticns,

( From the Chair)
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‘National Liberal Federa‘uon of Indla‘

“‘%ﬁk\&w"" .
The Flfth Session at Nagpur.-
msmrammm 1922.

The_ ffth session of the All India Liberal Federéti;)n opened at the Central
Hall of the Victoria College of Science, Nagpur on Wednesday the 27th December.

1922 at 3 P’ M. The hall was decorated with flags and buntihgs and festcons.

Appropriate mottoes such as “India wants full Dominion  Status” “Educate the
Electors” “Indianise the. Army” “India wants Urderly Progess” “Long " live the

Dritish Commonwealth with India as an equal Partner” were put up on all sides.

There was a large and distinguished gathering of delegates from all parts of
India, There was a record ‘number of visitors, among v\hom were numerous
ladles, and the ball was filled to oxerﬂowmd : :

The Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri, the . President-elect srrived at the hall at
2-45 P. M. and was warmly welcomed by the’ Chau'man of the Recepnon Com-

mittee, Sir Maneckjee Dadabhoy, and other leadmg liberals. The Presxdent elect'

- was then conducted to the dais amidst warm and continuous, cheermg On the
dais, the President was supported by Raja Bahadur- Ragoji Rao Bhonsle, Sir
Bipin ‘Krishna Bose, Sir Gangadbar Chitnavis, thé hon. Mr. (now Sir) M. V. Joshi
the hon. Dr. Paranjpe,.the hon Mr. 8. M. Chitnavis, Minister C. P., Mr.'B. 'S,
Kamat, Mr. A. P. Sen. Pandit Gokarnath Misra, Mr. G. A. Nate«an, Mr. N. M.
Joshi, Mr. G. K. Deodhar, Mr. N. M. Samarth, Bao Babadur V. B. Pandit,
the hon. Mr. N. K. Kelkar, Minister C. P, Rao Bahadur Kinkhede, Pandit
H. N. Kunzru, Principal K. B. Kanitkar, Bao Bahadur B R. I\ale and otbers.

- @hairman of Reception eommittees address.

¢

The bhon. Sir Maneckjee Dadabhoy, Chairman of the Receptlon Commlttee,
then rose, amidst loud cheers, and dehvered the following welcome address:—

Brother Delegltes, Ladies and Gentlemen, — Language is but an 1mperfect
vehicle for conveying to you the feelings that are surging within me on this great
uccasion—the feelings of diffidence at the magnitude of the responsibilities thrown
on me by the kmdness of my friends who bLave selected me for this bigh
honour as also of joy for the privilege of Wwelcoming to this historie city of Nagpur,
forever preen with. the memory of the Peshwas and the Bhonslas," so many of
my distinguished oountrymen-—the elite, the flower, the cream of Indian' society.
Brother Delemates, it is one of the bappiest moments of my life inthat I find
my dear province, by, holding this All-India Conference of the Liberal Federations and
Leagues of the various provinces at the provincial capital, Nagpur, once again asserting
its attachment to those sound liberal principles of political progress which have
stoiod the test of time throughout the world, but which, unfortunately, through some
momentory aberration, came “to be temporarily Jettisoned by large hypnotlsed sec-
tions of the Indian population. - Nagpur was one of the most uncompromising
and determined among the iconcclasts only so far back as X'mas 1920. It was

" Welcome

© Address
Sir M.B.
D‘d‘bho ya
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in this city that in the. session- of the socalled Indian .L’atlonal Congress of the
year Mr. Gandhi’s scheme of Swaraj ‘with the prellmmary programme o intensive
non-co-operaiinn, open disloyalty and posmble mass civil disobedience was- accepted
by .the delemtes Only three months previous to that the 1csue was doubtful in
Caléutta’ motil fin. the . end by. tactics. that_ would not stand scrutiny all opposition
was crushed by the weight of numbers. A blg er fight was to come off hereat
Nagpur but ultimately all spirit fizzled out, “the wbo]e assembly tamely submit-
ted to the will of the Dictator, and. Nagpar had the inglorious distinction of
giving a wropg ! and mlschlevous Jead to 8l India. - The plesent Conference marks

the happy-restorat10n ‘to sanity and reason. of the Province. That is a source of

immense satisfaction and hope 'to: us: all, whose Iaith T lies in orderly progress.

- I find equal reason for genume pleasure in the presence in this assembly
of 50 Jmany ; gentlemen ‘who by ' their. culture, social position, and patriotism are
thé bestipersaus. to lead - the people into safe and sure channals. of progressive

- thought. and productive political activity. Your .presence here at “great personal

inponvenierice and . discomfort to: further: the caunse of real political advancement
affords the. best. gﬁarantee of "the reversion—may be-gradnal but nonethelgss stire=
of .the . whole country to -sound ' political . ideals aud the restoration of pre—war

 conditions. .of political agitation, . Sensational idealism in politics and a morbid

hatred ;of a.nation., that has- embled us to value political freedom and from whom
alone political rights have to be obtained have. operated. a sufficiently long time
to disclose their mlschxevousness and utter futility. People ought to be su:k of
the ‘ game’ by this time. * Tf ‘indications are: .worth anything, thete are clear signs
of- the- coming end of the -delivium. . Brother Delegates, I on behalf " of the Re~

* ception Comxmttee, accord  you the warmest welcome, all the more because 1

feel “that - with your combined mﬂuence, the poohno' of the resources of moderation °
‘md’ oonstltunona.hsm which you so eminently and fully represent, and the better
ormmxs‘\tlog and cousohdatxon of our strength, we, members of the © Liberal
Federation,- are: bo’und ‘to neutralizé the ‘forces of revolutlon, dlctorder and anarchy—-"
*whefther lle:d by hotheaded ~ impulsive ~parvenus or self- deluded, and frenzied
'imm TS -—wlnch for - a' time threatened to enoulf our de'u' country mto abysmal
Ui, A Pl :

PR el RT.‘ HON;"SASTRI;

RSBV

¢

* Yet anothér'veasonr for  my “personal “satisfaction; and that is supplied by

- the presence in our midst of my esteemed friend and trusted leader, the Right

Honoumble Srmtvqsa qutm as the Preqdent—elect 1 confulently ]1ope under Mr
Sastri’s able guxdance this Federation will soon become a real power in the Jand.
We: all :“require -for_our * leaders. men of 'his. type, = gifted _statesmen with clear

ision, - vast. -experience, - undonbted  patriotism; unique influence and admirable
oratorical . powers ; which: have uniformly elicited unstivted . applause in the highest

- Councils. of -the Empire . ~:and in - foreign = countries where there is no lacL of

powerfal ©. speakers. . f‘lndeed the ~sweet, silver tongue of the Right Honourable
Sastei- has proved .even ‘better than’ sharpened steel among .people enteltammo' the
deepest . prejudice : against!: Indians. The - high: comphments paid to him by the
Premier -of . Austrahav is:a" tribute by genins to genius which. is' just .and well- -
deserved. . Brother Delegates, this mission : of the Right Honourable Sastri from
which -he ‘has: just . retumed covered . with honour dnd glory, has been pooh-

“poohed -by the: overwise. non-cooperator. Tt! isnot a matter for surprise. All

wisdom is now-a-days. asmonopoly of the non-cobperator, whether a school-boy -
in- his teens or-the didgruntled, half-educated wage-earner or the unpauent idealist
wha, rotwithstanding education . of ‘a high order’ aud e\penence and 'age, has been
carried off his feet’ fby rapturous enthusanm at - the mirage of the Promised

.
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Land. And by a - curious wethol of reasoning, the;uncompromising® adyocates:
of freedom of speech and action and non-violence : do” not allow. any! person;.
however high his attainments - or however brilliant the.record of his services to,
the country, to have his siy. And these pew-born politicians are the most;
vociferous jn the land just at the preseut ruoment. No wonder they.would decryr
the distinguished services of the Right' Honourable Sastri; But history and fature,
generations will not beled away by their fiery denunciations, and . will cherish the,
memory of Mr. Sastri as one who bas vindicated . the. fair name jof Ir_xdia{ in,
the world and lid the foundations truly and firmly for a better. understanding
between 'the - sclf-governing ; Colonies of the British - Empire and ,India. '; On, the.

Gth September last,: th Honourable Mr. Sarma gave in- Counci -a reswme of,

Mr. Sastii's work in Australia.'- Repetiﬁou is unnecessary. Nor. do,I.,eI}t;'rginto.
. details, It will be enough to say that be has done.:the. riecessary".Spadework;
and more. In the words of. the Premier of Australia, be has “removed for. gll.
time . those prejudices and ‘misunderstandings which formerly prevented.the admission |
of your countrymen resident in Australia to the enjoyment offthe. full) rights;
of citizenstip,.....ieesreuenees and - brought jthose reforins covered or suggested by
resolutions of the 1918 and 1921 Conferences within - the range of }‘)ractical
pOIitiCS’,’.',“' S St S A S S BN L

i

) e I ORI O U RS LI yIoved

"Tu New Zeala;idr!the Right * Honourable Sastri 'has’ been "e{T@' y 'slic"c,e,‘s:sfull
and in "Cai)z@da,: .thou:gh' the :‘task,, has not been- so ‘easy, there & g"gféh’tids for’
believiug that the ultimate’ results ' will ‘be . of enduming’ benefit ‘to the ‘Yesident’
Indian. Tt is true' Mr. Sastrl has not been to Senth” Africa arid’ Keénya where'

the Indian problem is the acutest,” but the reasons’are Plain and were éxplaihgd) :
. at length by that indefatigable worker. in"the Indian  cause’ Overseas, Mr. H.S.0-

L. Tolk, at’Lucknow  on 6th July" 1922, 'To " put it Shl)rtly’,"thet*e WS 10’
invitation by South Africa as there’ ‘was by Australia,” New  Zedland snd: Canada’
aud ‘the 'Indian “cause would not have advanced 'ever ' so’ ' litile by Mr. " Sastii’s!
forcing -his presence there. - As’ Tor’ Kenya, ‘it is &' Crown ' Colony, and therefore’
the decision, lics"in-the bands of the Seaetary of ‘State’for the Colohids! 'Any
discussion to help in® the “solution | of the’ " difficalt problém’ must ‘ actordingly 'be’
held in London and hot in. Kenya. No r {ruitful purpcse’ therefore ‘would have’
been’ served ‘by Mr. Sastii going to these' tountries. ' Besides;! M.’ Sdstri * went ont:
as the ‘representative of’ the  Government ‘of Thdia. Tnthat’ capacity "he *ould hot!

possibly ‘go’ to South - Afrita, Without " special invitation) 77 et A
! . .. ‘,',l ‘ ", H \, v "f:‘ . 1',‘] J;. " .‘ . ‘ ' [ I ..-,4‘. e TR vf. 4 'l‘ .' PR -!,;."_!’
Bt U (VERBEA Eaorarion.: 0 vy d By ey

e g e e e vl e Lt iah s i
» Io assessiny the valué 'of .the Right. . Honoarable  Sashi’s - wark | in the
Dominions, it should be:(distivetly remembered that .the " question of ; Overses, Emi-.
aration’ thds fwor branchies,” one relating ! to restrictions . upon future emigration and.
the other! to the: statug of’ Indians alveady -dowiciled within the Domivions,. . The,
first. part; of . the question has;- at least . for -years, to come, "Dbeen - set, at j're_stf,by;
the Lesolution of : the- Tmpérial Conference of 1918, practically baged.on the priilciple.
of reciprocity, . 80 , persistently. insisted upon . by Lord, Hardinge, and; the. next part;
of the cuestion, has baen,! thanks to the, admit‘abldr:éd\f()cac‘}n i of the: Right Hono-,
urable . Bastri, settied. by, the - Resolution; of fhe Liperial . Conference . of'1921; by,
which the principle of equal rights of citizemshijx” for 411! people lawfuolly domiciled:

In’'any “comiponent ' prirt ' of the’ Dritish “Thapire: has- been laid down oncef foriall.)

It Loy 'geﬁlaius“fdi" iid to ‘sed that the, principle ths enmiciated is ‘iven ~efféct o)
within fhe pion'ﬁ'nic_mé_,.l - And thr is «quite’. ia the Fitnéss™ of things’ tbhhi “the " Tight
Hopouralte, Sustri should have Leen, closen’ Ly the’ Government, of Tndia to 4o gi;t;:
personally to the .self-governing Colonies of Australia, New Zealand ¢nd Canada, t.

'Welcomo,.‘
Address

Sir M. Ba
Dadabhoy

‘e
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i the Colonies lies.

o (1) < .

induce the Governments of those countriés to apply that principle to our countrymen:

domiciled there, This work he has-done quite satisfactorily, and the thanks of the whole-
country are due to him for his great achievemeuts. Once Indians domiciled in the-
Coloriies acquire full rights of citizenship the present restrictions upon emigration out of”
India yﬁﬁst undergo considerable modification with the lapse of time and the growth.

~of enlightenment. It is true the problem is acutest, as is notorious, in South’

Africa and Kenya. It is likewise true that with the Federation, now contemplated.
of Kenya,” Uganda, Tanganyika and 'Zanzibar, in ali of which countries there are-
large numbers of Indians domiciled from 'before the advent of the European
settler, the lot of the Indian settler will be worse and the problem will be even

_more difficult of solution. But I am buoyed~ up with hope that these units of

the Empire cannot Tong keep themselves out of the current of political thought
and developments, and Indian settlers will eventually be granted there too the:
sam? stqtus an] privileges as in the:sister Dominions. It is-in these large possi-
bilities of the futare that the value of the Right Honourable Sastri’s recent work:

Neep ror” CoNSOLIDATION.

But, Brother delegates, we must not rest on our oars; we must not be
lax in our effor{s for securing justice and fairplay to our countrymen whether in
the Colonies- or in India. Constant vigilance is mecessary. I regret, however, we of -
the Moderate Party are not doing our best in the matter. I have already referred
to the need for better organisation and consolidation of our forces, and T stress:
the point with all the emphasis at my command. If the work before us in the

Colonies is great, it is even greater within the country. India, shattered by

political dissensions and rapidly gliding down towards revoluiion and anarchy can-
not possibly be either politically or' économically great and cannot expect to have
the sympathy and the blessings of the world in her struggle’ for freedom. Growing:
hatred for the Europeon which is so noticeable and regrettable a feature of recent
devolopments_ in the .country is destructive of that amity and good fellowship upon
which our political progress equally with economic progress depends. We require
all our energy and courage to combat this evil. Brother Delegates, the time has come for
all of usto shake off the stupor of apathy and inaction, and to realise that the
gravest crisis in the political history of India ison us. It will no longer do for us
to stand aloof and to depend upon the gradual assertion of the good-sense of the
masses for the termination of our present troubles, We have great responsibility as
leaders of public opinion, and unless we shoulder it with spirit and determination
we will fail in our dear duty and deserve the ridicule of the world. The situation
demands determined action not only on the payt of Government but also on our part.
But what have we done so fak to counter the. revolutionary activities of the non-
co-operator ? They bave only been given a long rope. But is that the way to
discharge “our duties ?  The answer can only be an emphatic negative. While the-
non-co-operator has been extraordinarily active, the Moderate movement has been
Iacking in vitality. If we want to progress by constitutional means, one thing we
ought to keep vividly before us, andthatis that the existence of a movement of
this nature isnot justifed by occasional representations to Government, but must.
seek its - justification in a determined effort in the cause oflaw and order. It must.

also be admitted that- we have been too timid so long in our support of Govern—
ment measures designed to keep the non-co-operation movement under reasonable-
control. That siuce the inanguration of the non-co-operation movement there bave
been disordersof a more or less serious nature very frequently throughout
[ndia with an actual rebellion in Malabar, admits of ro doubt. That disrespedt of- law
wd authority has been openly preached in India, is equally patent. The non-co--

sperator - bas in the frankest and the ‘most determined manner possible shrken the-
rery foondations - - S o L



NON-CO-OPERATION ACTIVITIES.

of ordered\ society A revolution has been organised with little pretence to con-
cealment, and to eusure success the loyalty of the Police and the Army has. been
sought to be tampered with. Indeed atleast in some parts, the country bas -beeu
mapped ot and divided into pew divisions, districts, sub-divisions a_n_d drcles
with non-co-operator officers in charge, and an army bas been raized which, though

in poiut of equipment and morale is in keeping with the traditions of the knight

immortalised in thé pages of Cervantes, bas been an active centre of n'liscbie"i ‘and
annoyance bothto Government and the people. Not content with thx:ks _ suicidal
record of inglorious and wicked activities, the leaders of the non-co-operation move-
ment have deliberately prepaved a scheme of mass civil disobedience which means
the end of all Government, and which kas not been abandoned but: has only
heen saspended as much from mawkish sentimentalism and timel$ sppreciation
of difficulties as from fear of retribution. Only three days ago, a special cablegrem
to The Times f India from London announced that Mr. M. N. Roy has submitted
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a programm? to the Congress which claims “ complete national independence, the

establishment of a Federal Republic of Iudia, the “severing of the Imperial bonds
and that the sovereignty of the people be vested in a National‘Assembly, » apd
the Congress “is urged to develop a general stiike at every opportunity and to form‘
a gigantic mass wovement to break down authority.” While all this activity has
been creating havoc in the couritry and making the . realisation  cf - our gcal
extraordinarily difficult, we Moderates have failed to rise to the height of the - cocasion
in support of our politicial principles or at best have temporised and fretted ut
the natural consquences of a firm policy of executive action for the suppression of
disorder even more than at the misdeeds of the non-co-operator which made such
policy a matter of extreme necessity. The issue was plain from the beginning.
Whether India is to fulfil her destiny under the aegis of the British' Crown - and
work for the attainment of self-government within the Brisish Empire, crto stray

away from the Empire, snapping sll ties of union, and to seek her salvation in .

isolation and self-immolation in close co-operation with the revolutionary forces ¢f the
world ? To this plain issue there can be but one answer, but that aLswer we- have
not so far given in an effective manner. : o

Brother Delegates, we are all for Swaraj, but the Moderate ideal of Swzifaj is
entively different from that of the non-co-operator, albeit this latter is of doutful

compiexion. Our bighest goal is self-government within the Empire - on Cclonia] lives,
whereas the Swaraj which the non-co-opcrator desives is, acoording to some of the
most distingushed among that class, somewhat “ undefineable. ” The non-co-operator .
- apparently does not know his own mind. His Swaraj varies from absclute inde-
- pendence to almost ~ Demirion  Self-Rule. Absolute  independence
has been  preached by the President of the last annual session,of the Moslem
League. But broadly speaking, the Swaraj which the bulk cf the non-co-operators
seek is anything but Parliamentary Swaraj. Mr. Gandbi made that plain in his book
on “ Indian Home Rule, " published so far back as 1908. Mr. C K. Das, speaking ‘only -
a few weeks ago at the Jast Delra Dun Conference, made it plainer still. He wents to

free the proletariat from the domination of both the bureaucracy scd the 1cm geGisie. -

“ T want Swaraj for the masses, not for the classes. I do'nt care for the boureecisie, *
The Swaraj iu broad outline is identical with the Bolshevist Republic of Russia, I

theory all power is to be in the hands of the working classes with the tctal extinct'cn of
capitalism. With the example of Russia before us it isnot difficult to forcsee the*
cousquences of Mr. Das’s Swaraj in India, and it would be a matter of exterme surprise
if the country as a whole be in any doubt about its choice. Mr. Das, in a considered
statement issued from Amraoti in the first week of November, bas runinto wilder
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flights of revolutlonary 1ma<nnat10n He .wants an Asmtlc Federation, a Federation
of all the nations of Asia, « a boud of friendship and love, of sympathy and co-

oopemation between TIndia and the rest of Asia, nay between India end the l1bert\-
loving people of the world ", These “ liberty-loving people of the “oﬂd ” are no

- other than the revolutlouar_) forces of the world!

He. does not ﬁght shy of revolution, because “ revolution is but. & part of that

irrdwth the totzilitv of which we call evolution ! A" wild scheme of this nature

need not be discussed seriously, but one thmrr should be emphasised. The idea of
a combination of this kind, be it pmctxcable or not, is “}.olly mconslstent w1th
allefr\ance to the

»

. \I;z Das's bcnmn, SRR

'Briti;b' Crown and the Empire. T be scheme sketched by \Ir Das - gains pmctlcal

" interest from the factthat only lately the malcontents and revolutionaries of - various

countries assenibled at” Munich.- A world combination of revolutionaries is thus
already in conrse of formatxon, ‘and it would be clearly wrong as much for the
Government asfor us-of the Moderate' Party simply to dismiss Mr. Das’s idea

_'\wth a. ‘sneer. Thanks to the unchecked activities of the non-vidlent pon-co-

operator, we have had enough of d1sturbanceq disorders and shocking incidents in
India during the last two years, but with the -threatened mass civil ‘disobedierice
and boycott and this Asiatic Federation greater danger is evidently looming ahead

During 1921 there were 34 serious - disorders many of which had to be put down

with the help of the Military. Disturbances of a less serious character were far more
pumerous. In Bombay, on the 17th 'November 1921, on the occasion of the
landmcr of H. R. H. the Prince of W ales, even under the nose of Mr. Gandbi
there "were 'riots attended " with loss of 54 lives, the looting of 137 shops at the

“ lowest ‘estimate, and destruction of Valnable property! Indeed, “these riots were the
- worst in the history of the city. 1922.has had its own budget of dwrraceful

idcidents, the worst being the Mop!ah rebellion. The riots at \ladlas, Chawri (Jlloma

and Multan are typical, the Jast even more than the Moplah outrage besides being
- & signifiant commentary on the professed Hindu-Moslem Uhnity. Mr. Gandhi has

hunself expre-sed the deepest horror at the atrocities. But what does it all boot?
Tn his statement in Court he made significant admissions. “He - cooly said that to
pxeqch dlsaffectnn towards the existing system of Government had beceme almost

‘& passion with him and he was very “particalar in stating that this was not a

new growth in him, but he was lachrymose over theriots. He further stated

that: 1t was impossible - for him to, dissociate “Isimself from the diabolical erimes of -

Chowri - Chowra ‘or the mad outrages of Bombay. Two things are thus clear:
That ‘the true objective of the non-co-operation movement uutlated by Mr. Gandhi
is to excite the masses against Government, and not merely to paralyse executive
action by uon-co-dperation and thereb; to get Indian grievances redressed. And,
further, that the movement, despite its vaunted pnncxple of non-violence, was
boutid to end in anarchical disturbances and ()Utl'df)‘es, and Mr. Gandhi knew it
well enough. He admitted that the Advocate-Greneral was “ quite right -when he

s:1d that as man of responsxblhtx, 2" man having reccived a fair shale of education,
having bad a fair experience of the world, 1 should know the consequences ' of
gvery one of my acts. I knew. them. T knew that I was playing with fire. Irfm
the risk - and 1f I was set free I would stil! do the same.”

© .. Now, in view of this clear admission’ ﬁom the hps of tbe author of the

movement could there be any doubt as to its real purpos: and trend, or asto

the duty of every -law-abiding citizen in the present crisis> We have had enough

of thls playlng with ﬁre It may be a pleasant pastime with the non-co-operator

-
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Jeaders but it is death to society, Now- it must stop. - And it Lehoves us all -

to assert ourselves and to range ourselves frankly and fearlesely, 1 will ‘not “say
ou the side of Government, but on the side of law ‘aud order, that is, of society
and , civilization.” We, Moderates of India, must start anactive propaganda’ to save
. the country from the wiles snd seductions of the non-co-coperator. Plopa«anda
must be met by propaganda. It is true the rowdies of the non-co-operation camp
try their best to prevent meetings of tbe Moderate Party. _ But I am confident
it we are determined - and do not siok in  despair frem fear of rowdies and

hocligans & better atmosphere is sure to prevail before long. With - an sctive

oentral organisation, with ample {unds, success is not difficult “of atiamment.‘ “We
wust have a class of preachers, determined and tactfil, with sufficient know-
ledge of India” and the  world znd - politics,”. end “ﬂlmd to make’ [:olm(mf

preaclunrr their profession. There’ cannot be a dearth of proper men, but juitiative -

and the ovoanisatin and the direction must be the business of the central
organisation. The sooner the orcanisation is started and funds necessary ' for the
purpose are provided the better it is for the 00Lnt‘ry A determined . effort
must be made to expose the fallucies and the absmdltles of the non-co—operator.
And success is bound to be ours. ‘ ‘

 Tux PL’I\'JAB AXD KurLArat Qttsrxoxs. R o
- '

Brother” Delegates, the non- oo-opemtlon mov ement at the 1ncept10n Tad for

”

its justification .the grievances of the Punjah. Later, with the. plactwal amalba’ ‘

mation of the Courrress and the Khilafat Committee, the fvne\ ances * copnected

with the harsh terms of the Treaty of Sevres and the contraction’ of the temporal

powers of the Khilafat was added. - Both these grounds have now falled. Tt must

e fravkly udmitted that -the action taken by Governmeut to remO\e the bitterness

over the Punjab tragedy of 1919 does not satisfy public opiuion.’ Thag: something

more drastic should have been done may also be admitted. Dot as regards the

punishments demanded by the 'Indian public opinion some of them were dealy

besond the power of the Government of India. Perbaps the assessment of -

compensation could have been and should have been more liberal - But this is a -

comparatively mivor matter. In my humble opinion, how e\er,much we mwht.

feel for the shortmxmn(vs of Government  in both these recpect in the circums—

tances of the case the Lulure of Government to go as far as the public in the

matter of punishments and compensations does not justily = continued all- Inum

agitation, with non-co-operation for its ruling principle, It is neltl‘er e\pedlent
nor just, Agitation based upon racial, Iu.tred cn do no gocd, While it has,

and is vbound to set the back up of the British Government and has made that
Government  more “determined  iu their atttitude, it has successfu'ly estranged
British opinion and ~ sympathy, and  has sapplied -ample | Jusnﬁcatwn for
further re p!essmn. Brother D"le(ﬂtbs, T kuow  the familiar cy of repression beln"
the father of frecdom. =1 would appeal to the people, in -whose good-sense Iha\a
abundant faith, not to be carried away by hackneyed political shibholeth, Lut

as sonsible men to view the matter a$ a business proposition, and to copsider

serinsly-if it is reasonable, nay rational, to persist in a course of uction for
stern. mieasures.  As men of the worll, we must take count of gains and losses,
of advantages and disadvantages, andnot be lost in (,ontemplanon of a dreamland
w which  modern  conditions -of life have no  operative force, Calm
cousideration of all the facts as rational men will lead to the iuevitalle condu-

sion that farther agitation, on the lines it has now been carried on, - will do more

Larm than m)od

It must never Le forgotten® that the.- Satjawxaha movement brouglit in its
train Jhalinawala  Baoh anl the Non-c> operation movement Las already led to

v
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the Malabar tragedy, Chawri Chowra ‘and other distarbances of 1921 and 1922
Lefore which all the . disorders of the prev ous 150 years pale into - insignificance.

And with ev ery dlsburbznce of that nature'the forces of reaction are str ennthened

O IE the Punjab tragedy of 1919 does not justify further agitation, there-

is absolutely no justification now for it in the fate of the Khilafat. -The Cahph

has been shorn of all temporal power by the Turks themselves. There is no-

. loncrer any quesnon of the preservation intact of his sovereign rights and terri-

tory .in order ‘to -enable him to discharge his spiritual functions - properiy.” Fur~
ther Khilafat agxtatlon therefore lacks ]ustlﬁcatlon Now it is a question of the-

powers and prestige of the Apgora  Government. In ‘the settlement of this ques-

-

tion it is wholly wrong and unconstltutlonal for Indians to take any part, and
(xovemment woull b pe 1fectly Jusmhed in suppressing the Khilafat anxtatlou

after what has happsned in Constwtmople But I hope Govemment mterference

will not be nedsssary, and the strong commonseuse for which Indian Moslems are-
dlsmﬁcrmshed will induce them to drop the amtatlon altogether. - -

Crvi DISOBI:DIE\'CE.

Brother D legates, it wou[d be the gravest of Dblunders for our countrymen.
to resort to Civil Disobedience, whether  individual or mass disobedieuce to )
lawfal aathority and infraction of laws can certainly not be tolerated either by
Government “or .by. the large law—abulmtr sections of the people. - It is better for
the . sapporters of th2 maddesﬁ of all schemes of non-co-operation to realise that

’1t can never find acceptance -with the bulk of the Indian population, and even if
it does, Governm:nt is strong enough to compel obedience toits will and laws. And

in this- fight Government will have the willing co-operation of all sensible men,’
Mass civil dlsobedlence is bound to end in complete fallure, but the regretis
that before it collapses there issure to be the actutest misery, possibly attended

with . bloodshed, . the magnitude of which will stagger humanity, and might distarl»

the equanimity even of the self-centred M. Galldhl It is time for usto pause

,and think.

- Brothet Delerrates, the non-co-operator is undoubtedlv prohﬁc in his misch~
ievous plaus. Mass “dvil disobedience does not mark the end of his mad career.
Another programme is_-on bis brain. He has so far sought -to wreck the Cons-
titational Reforms so "generslly granted by the British Government as a first

and substantial instalment - of intex nal self-government which is our goal, by

abstaining from- parti-ipation in' the elections. This abstention of some of the
most mtpllectual earnest *and experienced mong our countrymen, though deeply
regrettable and though justifying to some extent the doubts about our capacity
for self-government “and  for facing realities and shouldering responsibilities, has:
failled to make the working of the Reforms impossible. Tte Reformed Conncils,
on the ‘contrary, have ampI) justified their existence. Opinion about their
success both here and iu Great Britain is practwally unanimous, -If the Councils:
continue as they have begun, a further expansion of our rights in the near
future is almost a certainty. There are hopes, they will still “further | improve.
But here the non-co-perator threatens to block the course. His latest  tacticsis
to wreck the councils from within, -and this is a serious aspect of the question.
Brother Delegates, the point is now being mooted in non-co-operation circles whether-
entry into the councils and mass obstructiveness there will not be a more effective
method for Lringing the Government t» its knees. That something of this kind
might be and pmbablv would be attempted has not escaped the notice of wide-
awake British statesmen cf the front rank. Mr Lloyd George, speaking lately inr
the House of Commons as Premier, sounded a note of warning' It might at

A

/7



(9)

once be conceded that that moveon the part of the non-co-operstor will have

disastrous consequences. The greatest ballucination under which tye non-co-perator
labours is, that'in the expected paralysis of Government tln'f)ugb' this move the
ooly course’ left to the British nation will be to retiré from India bag and b?ggage;
Peurility could pot go” further. It is surprising that it never’ occurs to him that

_there is the alternative course  of reverting to pure’ despotism as a dire necessity. -

‘Although political conditions have changed in ' Great Britain, no responsible statesman
over there, I fully believe, ever thinks of going back upon the Pronouncement of
August 20, 1917, and of undoing the Reforms; but the grant ‘of ae!f-gtf%@mgr_xt
by a process of gradual evolution after” all depends upon the proof-we give of our
capacity and fitness for a  considerate use of our powers; Sarely thé' method of
obstructiveness within the councils proposed: to be ‘followed by some 'of the
non-co-operators  involves the' negation of all sense of responsibility, ‘and is about

the last thing that could make any favourable impression upon’ the' British nation.

I fervently hope the whole country * will realise: this. : Besides, for the Life of me 1
do not understand how a non-co-oparator can seek election to - the councils qua
a non-co-operator, He is supposed to be an honest man. As an honest man,
can he swear allegiance  to the Crown on eniry into the Councils  when in “his
© heart of hearts as also . professedly he is opposed to the ‘British connection? -
. . o L e T T T ’
Opposition in the Council is by.itself not wrong. "It is one of the accepted
methods of representative government. Itis a healthy force, provided it is not
the result of a deliberate conspiracy to thwart-the Executive witbout éonsideration
of the facts. The threatened opposition of the non-co-operating members of - council
has for its mainspring mere cussedness and a determination to wreck the. Govern-
ment. This tactics is not unknown to history, - The Irish members - of Parliament
tried it a pretty Jong time, but hardly ‘with much success. But ‘hereé in India- the
healthy forces that kept the obstructive Irish members in check :re absent. . And
that is the danger. The only result of such tactics can spell nothing,but disaster
to India, in as much as reversion to a despotic form -of ' government  might
become a matter of unavoidable necessity. The non-co-operator will then have
the glory of baving undone the work of our great patriots of the past. s this
denouement desired by the electorates of India ?, I think, not, I believe mot, -1
, hope ‘not. ‘ - e T '

4

Brother Delegates, a General Election: will be on us in a few months™ time.
It is absolutely necessary for us to,gird up our loins and to enter into ihg ‘thick
of the fight with spirit and determivation, with- the primaty view of ~sceing
that only men of sound judgment with a due sense of responsibility and
sincerely anxious : to do everything in their' power. to' ensure - the ‘'success .of the
Reforms, are returned.” Staid men are wanted more - than ever, and - not flashy - seers
ever ready to catch the eye of the ignorant masses with flamboyant politics and
wild schemes of freedom in which swords will be turned into ploughshares and
the safety of India from foreign - invasion will be assured by the hospitality and
courtesy for the guest for which the country is famous, and internal = dissensicns
will be drowned in a torrent of brotherly love between caste and caste, class
and dass and race und ‘race, or else be hushed into silence in’ the .whirl of the
charka. But the difficuty lies in the ignorance, thej apathy, the gullibility, and
the easy, obliging nature of the Indian elector. He has .not had yét‘ proper
training in’ representative government. The chief duty before us now.is to g

to the country and educate the elector. To the performance of this duty we
Moderates of India must apply ourselves forthwith; otherwise ‘our fallure at the
booths will be well-deserved. A T
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.2 v Brother, Delegates, L have . thus far dea.lt only with the evil' effects of the
Non-woperanmrmox'ement ;at-what may appear to.some -én- 1nordmate length,
becaqse 11 feel. that that iy the- greatest danger to theordered prOoress j:ovsards
full. responsible , Government ., which .we_all. - so- much-desire. But - because I have .
sald that, .it* does not , raean that .. I- .averlook the . obvions - measures for the
gmehomtwn, of pur ~political . and eoononnc conditions . which” - Government ' must:
at. ouce,, undertake. if they .are . nog- to feed the embers of ‘that.deep underlymo
dxsoon,te,nt of,,whxch the Non ~co-operation’ . _movement: is:at "~ least : partly a; mere
result;, . Many, of . tbese meaeures; will now come up . for discussion ‘during the
course of this ,sessxon ;apd I will not. anticipate them_here. I  have no doubt, 'the
the)'Premdent in his. address‘ will.i-deal; with: all , those measures of outstandmg

. importance; a5 .1, will be. bis,right . as welllas- daty to do.r But” whether * the

Jndian Goyernment | ‘or. . the Bx:msh Parliament - moves slow or moves fast ' in’ the
matter;: there js, not; the;least doubt,-in my | mind  at least, that the"’ nom-co~

operation ;mpyement will, :if: at all successful in any degree or. measure, - mean
a rsure ; death-blow ,to all .our most cherished asplrattor s; for that can only- pre-

l clpltate Lan,, era, of, ‘sheer . despotism, from - which in spite of all -the drawbacks -
~the exsting sxtuamon, we may happily be sald to have mnow emerged. ’

‘ 1, : . Y
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ot Brothed Delegates, in- ‘the* crisis’ created by the ‘non-co-operation mov ement

our reSpon51b1hty is all'the greatérin -that the foreign trade’ of India, upon

. the .healthy development of ‘which' our prospemty depends, will be ruined if the

situation-- does’ not. ~ improve - before long. No prooresswe nation in the “oﬂd has

“ever : prospered - mthout: foreign trade. ‘And it is-this trade which the non co-
- bperatory* 1f he: ‘could, *would destmy by all - means in his- power. I do nat

believe "in orgamsed bo;oott of forelcrn manufactures and forewn 1mp01ters as
af - effective - force- i i the “economic orgamsanon of the country: Foreign - goods
must come mtd India “if her foreign wrade is' to balance’ itself. Tt is not that
alone i Foreign capital - is needed ' for devt.lopment of our great natural resources. -
Is it likely- that :foreign : {capitalists * would sink money - here ' in the abnormal
situation created by the non-co-operator: ! ? In Bolshevik Russia they want foreign

“money badly, but they cannot get it, and quite naturally No, Brother Delegates,

the - jworst feature of,. this non;-do operation . friovement is that it has'- created deep
dlstrust in. the,, minds of ; the “foreign -manufacturer aud the foreign - capltahst
Mutual eonfidence - is the; first and the last condition of success -in commerce,and

+we, must do all injour power to restoré this confidence i Tndia in - foreign

countries.~ Much .will .depend - upon the - discussions in the Councils reoardm«
commercial, macters. Perbaps ths . most 1mportant dl"CUSSlOH will be held soon. :

f
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b Bmther Delecrates, the Report submltted to Govemment by the Indmn
Fiseal* Commiission will he’ discussed 1o Councxl before long. 1 must speak of the
‘Commission w1th reserve, but; 1 must say | that the recommendatlons of the
Commission” have 'been made ‘after careful . “consideration  of the e\ Ldence before
them' and the genera‘l sifliatxon, and w1th due. regard to the economlc mterests
of ithe peop‘e. The " honesty of purpose of the members and theu' enthusiasm for
the “speedy’ mdustml development of India are unquestlonable On " the main
pomts ‘there - was bardly any dﬁcrence of : opxmon among the membcrs asa ’
whole. Ia’ my " humble " opinion, ' there Was none -in’ sabstance. As regards the

broad principles of Protection, Imperial Preference and ' Tariff Board  both- the
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mjority. and, the ‘minority ate agréed, but whereps the” majority in " determimog
the issues defore, them felt’ bound _to” subordinate. political " to €cOnOmiC * COnST™
deratious, pplitiéal_pohsidei'ati s apparently ‘weighed most, Wiﬂlq"vth({ ‘_;n:inori.tyl‘ The
prime object to be kept in view is, the conversion, at a, regscg’x;‘ab}y‘,rgpx(f.[“.. pace
of _ai}h ‘agricultural 'c(')imtry into a ﬁmhufactm‘ing country, without' “placing UW‘*
the, ‘k{)nsumer, an unduly beavy burden, and with due regard to ‘th?“_‘ chpacity of
the 'people to profit by artificial aids of tariff regulations. “".]:qunlo!p‘istsu" f-;‘?}l
schools are agreed “that protection of particular industries’ can ! ne'v:ér‘_j}()e*elx‘tber
permanent or for an indefinite period. To yield satisfactory” results it “must vbi
applied with discrimination.  This discrimination ought not to-be-Jeft to thelunaided
will of the Executive, but should be dependent upont the advice'-of a: body :of
experts - who "should: form' a ‘Tarift Board. ~And this isall ' that-thé' majority" ofi the
Commission have ' recommended.* The mirtority of the Commiission, do not: object to
the principles of Protection thus: broadly laid down by -the‘ majority. ' But:i they
stumble ‘over details. Imperial Preference is on¢ of *the: most - important - and
difficult subjects*‘which demand an early determination,”and ‘in‘regard to-this«als
there i3 no real difference between the - conclusions’ of ~ the - majority '+ and:/ithe
mivority.” Both' have left it to bs decided by the’ Indian  Legislature; “but whereas
the najority “'have 'pointed out - its - desirability * in 'inter-En’:pirgf‘j-'dealings,"( the
minority would exclude, for political reasous, the " Colonies " add™ the * Doniintons
from the ‘benefit of such * Preference in the contingency of"its being ?a\dopt;e'gbi by
the Legislature. * The fight. i thus reduced to narrow issue's',i_':'a.nd may be settled
to the satisfaction of all parties in the Législature. ‘But it {s' essentially necessary
that the right sort of men only should be returned to the Councils, men;" while
traly representing’ the' feelings and  opinions of | the people, wa bring- to” fhej
discussion not only fiir and experienced but sn open mind,* a” bgqa&, “ outleok,
carnestness and devotion to truth: . - LT T v

FEREE T SL AP B :
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~ Brother; Delegates, in connection with the fiscal policy of; India two points

should b emphasized. As in politics so in fiscal matters, shibbdfetbga‘ahd'ﬂogxﬁés v

must be avoided. : There is no room for dogmatism in. thesa matters. The
question must, be - determined ‘after due balancing of advantagesand \"diéad\;ax_ltgggsr
There cannot be one uniform rule for all. civcomstances, Indiais a cobntry’ of
raw materials, some of which even in the most favourable circumsfances can-
not be worked here profitably.”  There are manufacturés which dre necessary but
for which India must depend upon foreign countries, if ot for. all time, for
at least an indefinitely IOng“peri())d. " An exchange bf"iixdigéndi'is AW " Inaterials
_ and manufactures must therefore be Tnavoilable. And for this e.\:vcl)‘ange" " our
iscal policy should be such as' to. ensure "to the , country 'the maximum “of
dvantages with the ‘minimum of sacrifice. Auy one.’‘policy cannot” in*' the cif-
cumstances be of universal applicatiow. ,;The policy” must be ‘determined in'ea
Case, t. €. for each trade, and industry, with due’ regard to 'the “conditions, '“the
siate of its present development. and the chabces of pros"[)‘eétivé 'progfeés,._"" ‘From
- this general yule "two™ dedactions’ follow. ,In the firsg pb}oe; ”'a/".poligj" "Qf';f this

hature must be revised  from time to time, and in’ the’ next " place, the " preli- -

minary - detailed examination must be undertsken by &, body of “experts sitting
a3 & Tariff Board. And both demind the eariiest consideration of ‘the Léxidlature,
The second of the two points; to be emphasised is fiscal freedom for India. It
15 ouly natural. that every country, not held in utter sabjection by another
country, with the elevating goal of self-gavernment before it, should have full
:{l,\?edqm_ in:ﬁscal matters, For this freedlom we have bLeen crying all these
Jears of constitutional agitation. "Unfortunately, even ‘with -the - Liberalisition of
our coustitution and the formulation of a hicher aim and purposé * of * Pritish

We!comf-;
Addead
sic M.B:.
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Indian Rule, fiscal freedom for India has.not been place(i on a statutory basis.

‘Lord Selborne’s Committee only *laid down the rule that in all matters in which

the Govemment of Indxa is in agreement with the. Indian Letnslature, there
will be no interference by the Home authontles unless it be from ‘Decessity
from considerations of Imperial obligations. Fxscal freedom is thus on an unstable
basis now, and even with the growth of the  strongest- of conventions, cannot

“crystallize into a statatory right. But this “statutory rwht is undoubtedly our due.

And I smcerely Eope, and trust we all, never mind to- whlch pohtlcal patty we'
belong, will join  hands and agitate strenuousfy for it. =

- Brother Delegates, if 1 have dealt with the non-oo~operat10n movement and
the Indian - fiscal. question to the practncal exclusion of all other subjects, it isnot
as I have already said, for lack of interest in them. Any number of problems
more or less important await solution.- Inmy humble opinion, however, those two
are, in existing clrcumstances, of out-standing  impor tance, and the people would be
well-advised to' concentrate all their energy upon a proper solution of those
problems. Itis true the whole of our constructive programme of pohhcal and
economic px'onrress lies before us practically unworked, but our success in that line
is entirely dependent upon inter nal security and peaceful condl’lons Unfortunately
through the mischievous activities of the non-co-operator that secumty is almost atan
end in partsof the country, while in other parts it is threatened such as it has not

- heen during the past stxty years "Nowhere in India can it be sald with due

regard to truth that absolutely peaceful conditions prevall. In view of these
facts the wisest thing' the moderate party can do is to tackle the problems’of
non-co-operation with energy - and - determination. One cannot afiord to think of

- other matters, however necessary and important -they may be, when one’s house

is on fire. Brother Delegates, let us now wake up and make a concentrated and
determined effort for the restoration of internal peace, without which no progress,
be it political, social or economic, is possxble, and for preventing the fair name of
India from being tarnished. We have conserved our energy and lain in wait
long enough. The time is come for the word of oommand to pass “Up Guards
and at them.” ' : -

> Brother Delegates, I once. again offer you a most cordxal welcome, and to
request you to overlook possible - defects in our arrangements for your reception.

_ Believe me, the- w1ll is there even though the performance be poor. (cheers).

Messages of Sympathy.

Mx‘. N. A Dxaud Joint Secretary of the Reception Commlttee, then read
letters and telegrams from the following gentlemen regretting their ~inability- to
attend the Conference and expressing theu' sympathy with  its objects and
wishing it success i~ - The Honourable Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, the Hon. Mr. C.
h & Clnntamam, Minister, U. P., the hon. Mr., P. C. Mitter Minister, Bengal, Mr.
Pnthl\ is Chandra Roy, Mr. N Subba Rao, Pantulu, Mr. Anand S“arup, Mr.
Rajoath Kunzru, Rao ‘Bahadur Puranik, Rao Babadur C. 'S. Subramaniam, Mr.
T.R.. Venkatrama Sastri, Major Ranjit Singh, Mr. Surendranath Sen, Mr. Beohar
Raghubir Singh; Mr. Sitacharan Dube, ‘Dewan Bahadur M. Ramachandra ~ Rao,
Sardar Pandazao, Rao . Saheb Sahasrabudhe, Mr. Kolandavelu Mudaliar, Mr.
Dearso Deshpande, and Mr." Syed Yasin M.L. ¢ o -

ELLCTIO\I OF PRESIDENT
Sk B. K. Bosrc.

- Sir Bepin Krishna Bose in proposing the Rt. hon Srinivasa Sastri to the
chair said = ,
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Sir Maneckjee, Brother Delegates, Ladies, and Gentlemen:—

The Reception Committee bave charged me with the duty of plfadng before you
a proposition, which [ bave no doubt, will receive your unanimous, nay, en-
thusiastic sapport. I look upon it as a privilege that this duty has devolved on

my humble self. I beg to propose that you should elect the Rt. Hon'ble

Shrinivas Shastri (cheers) as the President of ,this year's National- Liberal

Federation. He needs no introduction from me for whois there-in this assembly
who does not know bim and knowing him does not respect him and, honour
him as one of the ablest sons of India, a worthy successor® of that great and
good leader and master of Indian politics, the Jate Gopal Krishna Gokhale ( cheers )

in whom was embodied whatever is noblest and best, in- our political life, and -

in whom was embodied an unstinted spirit of self-abnegation and self immolation in
the cause of the public good. And I almost feel that the gap caused - on that
mournful day, the 19th of February 1915 when we lost Gopal Krishna Gokb:le
forever has been filled, and worthily filled by the Rt. Hon'ble Shrinivas Shastri
( cheers ). We are living in anxious times. Troubles and tribulaticns of diverse
kinds are coming upon us and pressing us on all sides, which, unless we are
cateful in our methods, will lead us to disaster. At such a critical and anxious
time it behoves us that we should select the best amongst us to guide us and
to help us in our deliberations; and who is there amongst us here to-day on
. whom our choice could fall with better propriety than cn .the Right - Hon’ble
Shrinivas Shastri ? ( cheers.) He has been pronounced as. cne of the . great
orators of the world; but that is not all. By his supreme tact, his'great wisdom
and his statesmanlike conduct, he has earned for India an honoured place and
has rivetted the attention of the world upon India, on her aspirations and on
her onward march towards her appointed “goal. Before that India was hardly

known to Europe but by his presence at the great assembly of the people of.

the world, the League of Nations, he has by his ‘advocacy and by bis supreme
tact in putting before them the needs of the country, placed us in- a- position
which. will enable us hereafter to deal on equal footing with all the nations - cf
the world. But his services do not'end here. He is aboye all. the . Servant of
India, one who like his and our master bas consecrated his great abilities aud

his whole life to the cause of our country. Is there any person on whem our

choice might fall to~day than on such a personality ? We have every hope that
in his wise guidance and his great help, -this Conference will be a complete
success; at all events it will attain that measure of success which it deseives and
we shall be able at least to take, one step forward in our march fo our final
goal. I don't wish to detain you further, ladies and gentlemen, for I feel sure
you will fully accept my proposition ( cheers). = ' '

Mr. N. M. Samarma, ' . 4 an

Mr. N. M. Samarth, ¥, 1. ; (Bombay') in seoonding the resolution said:
Brother delegates, ladies and gentlemen, I bave very great pleasure in supporting
the motion so ably and eloquently moved 'by Sir Bepin® Krishna Bose. I think I
rise to really congratulate the Reeeption Comniittee on their happy choice of the
President (cheers). The Right Hon'ble Shrinivas Shastri requires 1o- commen-
dation from any of us here, He has made his wmark not only in the public life
of India but be has acquired a reputation which might be considered to be

intervational ({19:\1‘, h_ear); and on an occasion of this character, a provouncernent
coming from him wil attract attention not only in India but in the Dominions

as- well which he has visited to such advantage to the Indians settled there and
where he has addressed the people with his ueual elcquence i. e in Australia,
New Zealand, Canada ete; and if ever you wanted a man whose utterence and

~ -
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statesmanlike pronouncement could carry wexo‘ht outmde India, you could not have
selected 2 better person than the nght Hon'ble Shrinivas Shastn (cheexs)

THE HoxsLe Dr. Paraxirr,

»

The Hon'ble Dr. R. P. Paranjpe, ( Bombay) who on nsmg to suppoxt
the resolution was received with loud cheers, said : DBrother Delegates, ladies and
- gentlemen:, 1 bave very great pleasure in supporting the proposition. I agree

" with my friend Mr. Samarth when he aid that the Reception Committee has
made indeed a happy choice. The Rt. Houw'ble Shrinivas Shastri has performed
great services for our country in the past. He has represented our country at
ﬂxe Imperial Conference when delegates of all the nations of the world had
_ assembled. He has acted as the ambassador of this country to the Dominions
in the British Empire. These are services of very great importance and they
_ have been recognized by all ‘those ‘who have ‘eyes to see. Perbaps the presi-
dentship of a Conference like this may ‘not strike the imagination as these other
services do but I claim, Sir, that presiding at a Conference - Jike this and laying
down lines for our future . political progress is a service which will hear compa-
rison ~with the services that he has rendered in other du'ectxons ( hear, hear ).
This is one of the most important ‘crisis in our political progress and as you,
~ Sir, ( the Chairman of the Reception Committee ) have pomted out, the conditions
in our country are ju many respects very far from reassuring; end a sound
_guidance from the hands of people like the Rt. Hon'ble Shrinivas Shastri will
be of the very greatest service to the country ( hear, hear ). I hope; ladies and
y gentlemen, you .will accept this proposition wnh acclamation ( cheers ).

The Hon'ble
Dre Paranjpe

PANDIT GoRARANATE MisrA.

qol;:::;t.th ‘ Pandit Gokarnatﬁ Misra, M. L. C, (U. P) in supporting the resolution said:~-

Misea Ladies and Gentlemen, I have very great pleasure in supporting the re-
solution which was aoved ro eloquently by Sir Bepin Krishna Bose. There is
no doubt that the present time is a very critical time indeed. After a few
months the elections to the reformed Legislative Councils will have to be taken

‘up again; aod we the moderates have to organise ourselves, we have to prove
to the country what the liberal prmcxples mean, and' we have to educate the clec-

- torates; and on such an occasion, it is necessary that we should work under the
guidance of a person tike the Rt. Hon'ble Shrinivasa  Shastri. And I think that
his guidance at the present. juncture will be extiemely necessary and extremely
froitful. I do not think it is advisable for me to speak more on this occasion
because the time is limited; and I bope .that you will all cm'y this proposmon
with acclamation ‘and applause (cheers)

Mr. G. A. NATESAI«

: Mr. G. A. Natesan (‘Madras) in further supporting the resolutlon said:-
-Mr.G. A. Ladies and Gentlemen, ‘I have been asked to support a proposition which does
Natesam  yot require any support and yet ‘I feel as one who bas had the privlege of a
close and iotimate friendship with the Rt. Hon'ble Shrinivas Shastri for a

period " of over 30 years to say a word or two and I ask his forgiveness

particalarly and 1 feel that as 1 am npot putting up in his quarters I shall

perhaps save myself some castigation at.his hands (laughter ). Born of the people

bred up of the people and living amongst them, battling against poverty in its

acutest form, from the humble and yet the most honourable position of a
school-master, he has by sheer dint of character, courage and ability of a high

“order, risen to a position of great eminence and just renown. Hehss, if Imay
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be permitted to say o, raised the honour of India in the estimation of the whole
«civilized world ( bear, hear ). He has shown not only to the Dominion statesmen

Mr. Q, A.
Natesan

but the British government and to the British Cabinet itself, to what beight =

TIndian manhood can really rise if it is ~upfettered and if full and fan' oppor-
tunities are given to our men ( cheers ). The present situation is certainly one
«of very great complications; and we want one  to guide us”who has the ripe

experience of the world and yet has the enthusiasm, the }Jassionate devotion and the

-optimism of the young; not only that, but who also does not possess_either the
timid feeling of old age or the intemperate enthusiasm of the young. And. I
venture to assert that the Rt. Hon'ble Shrinivas Shastri combines in himself

those essential qualities of leadership which are absolutely necessary to guide us

in these troublous *days. More than anything else, we want a man who -will

speak out his views to the people even at the risk of great unpopulerity and
-even if he is cajumniated; and yet we also want a man who will' tell the -
Government boldly to its face that certain measures which it "takes are cal- -

<culated to bring the country into disaster. I believe a- ccmbination of  these
«ualities is not always to be found; but if in this unfortunate country " we
are likely to find it in any one, it is he who possesses these qualities ( cheers ).
I venture to think that the pronouncement that be will make will be one worthy

«of the man and of the octsion; and more than anything . else “be has " the

greatest quality of a leader, hé will be just and fair even to his opponents
{( bear, hear,and applause). : S

R. B.R. G. Mundle (Berar ), supported the resolution on ‘bebilf -of Berar.

-

THE PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS

~The Kt. hon.. Shrinivasa Sastri then took . his seat amidsf deafening ap-
plause. As he rose to deliver bis address, he was accorded an ovation. He said:=

S;m Maxersee, Lapms Axp GENTLEMEN,— You have called me to a highly:

honourable post, a post, involving great —responsibility:. and in calling me to this
position language has been used which Ishould remember came from friends and
it were therefore ungracious to examine it minutely. But I must say that I do
not feel that I deserve a tithe of the praise ‘which their “genernsity and regard
for a friend— and especially for a- friend who is not held in high favour by
the public (laughter), has induced them to say. '

LiseraL organizations all over India have conferred on me a very great

bonour and I am profoundly grateful. The conduct of your deliberationsat this

session is a delicate as well as a difficult task. Some friends have written to
tell me of thei~ expectations and would be surprised perbaps tobe told they
have rot exactly heartened me. I should haverejoiced sincerely if your attempt
to secure another President and a worthier one had succeeded. My friend Dr,
Tej Bahadur Sapru has qualifications for the position, natural and acquired, to
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which I caonot lay claim. The Liberal party’s bad luck bad ordained that bis -
release from official bondage should come a few days tco late. -And I am here, -

1 am willing to serve. Make the best of me you' can.

First let us pay a tribute of affectionate memory to those of our friends
who have passed away in recent months from the scenes that knew them well.
Dewan Bahadur C. Karunskara Menon, after mapy years' faithful and bighly
appreciated labour in the field of journalism, died in his native district in honou-
rable poverty. The political views of Babu Motilal Ghose and lis quaint manner

of exprsssing them gave him during nearly two generations a_ place all Lis own

in the public life of our country. We ghall long miss the amiable figure of Dr. Sir' A

+
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Prejdential Bholchandra Krishna, somewhat rare in recent years on owr platform, but ove of -
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the heroes of the past generations, of wise and weighty speech and not easily
swayed by passion or prejudice. The loss of Sir Vithaldas Damedar Thackersey

- is a grief from which we shall take very long to recover. His knowledge of

busmess, courage in advocacy and restraint of e\plesswn gave his  pronounce-
ments undommon weight in the Assemb]y A debate in the old Imperial Council
when it still sat in Caleatta is among ‘my vivid memories, in which he vigorously
and skillfully assailed the Railway pohcy as to rates, while Mr. Gokhale sittiop
near him beamed approval .and encouragement. The Bombay Legislative Council
is the.poorer for the death of Rao Babadur G. K. Sathe, whose clear common
sense and quiet speech made his counsel invaluable both to. those who sit on the
ofﬁcml benches and to thexr eritics. . .

Mg, Moxtacy

.

On this occasion, when the Liberal party in India meets for the first time
after the recent poljtical ' changes in- I_‘.ngland our thoughts go naturally to the
Right Honourable E. S. Montagu. = (Applause). In the lung history of our-
British °~  connection, . no one has loved . India more,
no one has suffered more for her, no one .has been more
courageous or persistent iu the application to her of the noble principles of Libera-

~ lism, ‘no one amongst front-bench politicians in England has had a more thorough.

or sympathiatic Lnowl(,doe and appreciation of bher problems or her ambitions, no

" one has had- a higher conception of her dastiny within the British Commonwealth and -

10 one has - put tooether a more- sustantial record .of actual ach1evement in the

‘pursuit of that destmy We all regretted very much the sinister intrigue which

deprived himn of office; and we regret still more those cross currents of English
politics which h'we resulted in  his " exclusion from Parliament altogether. tht a
loss it is in these daysJ when there is reasonable fear of reaction or stagnation
in Indian affaivs! Though in opposition, his voice would have carried more mora]

" weight than that of any other. single member of the House and his guidance

would have .been of rare - authority. = India thinks of him with sorrow made
Poignant by her grmtude and sends him her best wishes for a future career wortlyy

of his frreqt services to India and to the British Commom\ ealth.

bmzxs OF REAC'I‘IOI\‘.

 The Prime Minister and the becretary of State for India and certain other
pohtlcnns of note have declared their intentions not to go back on the pohcy of
the Government of India’Act, 1919, - and to abide loyally by its provxsxons in

"Spll‘lt as well as in the letter. This - doubtless brings some relief to. the anxious

mind of - India, . and we  trust that”  the strenrvth of the

-~ Labour party in. opposition . and of the - Liberal pqrty, wil  be

safficient to avert any tendency to reaction which the presence in the new Ministry

“of some well-kaown opponents fof the Government of India Act might lead us to
‘ apprehend Our friends in England, of whom to the honour of British public

life there never has been a “ant hold out nogreat hope of any advance under
the present regime. Those who have  experience from the inside of actual admini-
stration in India alrend y detect pronounced - symptoms of a tendency on the
put of the India Office, while observing the letter 'of the’ law, to violate it in
the spirit. The more acute section of the general public here, only too ready to
imbibe & pote of pessimism, profess to be startled by an attitade of entrenched

- couﬂdence on the yart of the Imperial services quite at variance with their un-

easy apprehensiveness of a little while ago. Speaking ‘in May last to an audience
composed  almost *entirely of high cﬂiclals, I teck tLe r1cL of being accused of

[
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T e Presidential
impertinence, warned them solemuly that there was a-very widespread distrust of Addresa -

their good faith in the matter of political reforms in the . coﬁn.try ~and implc_)fed
them not to be too eolicitons of the maintenarce of vested interests, .but to

proceed with high hearts in the work of preparing India for Dominion : status

giving continual prof of a recogpition on their part that tkat was their one
b N b - - Ao
high mission and purpose Lere. So cautious and just-minded a man as Sir

Sivaswamy Aiyar has recently given expression in_the columns of the Nineteenth -

Century and After to smilar sentiments. I will mak: no apology for quo-
ting some sentences from his weighty pronouncement: “It, i. e.-the unrest is
largely due to a complete loss of faith in the xr‘unds of large sections of the
people in the sincerity of the- declarations apd promises of ?h_e Government, and
in their sense of justice. DBelief in the Jjustice of the British Government bas
been the most valuable asset of Dritish rule in the past.”.The rgsqlt of Mr.
" Gandhi’s agitation has_been to undermine this belief. It is this distrust of the
Government which is largely responsible for the dishelief of many educated men

N
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’in the reality of the constitutional reforms, and which has induced them to

become extremists and resort to the method of Non-co-operstion with all its per-
nicious consequences. The -most pressing problem, in “my opinion, is bow to
restore the faith of the people in the good intentions of the Government.

When I was in England last year I heard a member of the Cabinei
deplore a political mishap andadd that it could have been avoided if the men
on the spot had given timely warning of the magnitude of the danger that was
gathering head. The remark struck me at the time as a rather foréible reminder, of
the duty of all public men, non-official as well as official, to speak out iu critical

times vwithout fear and without rererve. Doubtless some men. in authority will’

resent candid speech and denounce it as a threat, but that is a risk that must
e faced by those who would save communities from injury and statesmen from
“ blunders. It is in this spirit that' I venture now to survey breadly and briefly.
the present political situation. | T ‘ :

The new constitution of India has "been designed as a first’ step tov'vardns.'
responsible Government. It transfers to the control of elected representatives’ <f - -
the people certain departments of public business, while it enhances the®influence .

of those representatives over the remaiving departments, The British- elenient in
the public services has been told that it will diminish continuously in the future,

and that, while it lasts, its function is to train people in self-rulel Dritish

“officials must now be prepared to be judged by the care and solicitude <with
.which they discharge this last duty. They have, it must be allowed, a more
vivid appreciation of the difficulties and complexities of self-rule. They must know
that, while Parliament can pass an Act and sanction a few rules, the actual
transfer of political power has to be effected in this country in a multitude of
matters more or less large, and that they must not lose a day or an opportu-
nity in giving to the children of the soil every possible- facility for learning bow

to work parliamentary institutions in their entire range. While the statute -

prescribes that after ten years a commission should be appointed to examine and
report how far further progress dis possible, the executive of India are expected
in the interval not to mark time or refuse sullenly to move, but to do every-
thing short of Parlismentary legidation to keep the good work going. Let us

take, in the first instance, what is put down in the forefront of the “preamble .

to the Act, viz. the increasing association of Indians in every branch of public
savice,  Defore the declaration of policy of August 1917, the position of Indians
in the public services had Leen the subject of one of the bitterest complaints
against Dritish administration.  After the Act, one would expect the association

~
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of Indisns in every branck of the public service to proceed with marked speed.
Some time ago, instead of declaring in conformity with the above mentioned
policy what the minimum proportion of the British element should be for the
time kéing and ' leaving the balance to be filled up by statutory Indians, the
old principle was continued of dividing the cadre in British and Iodian prepor-
tions, as though it were a common patrimony, and the Indians were to be
limited ‘to 'a_ percentage of 48 which was w0 be reached in ten years from an
immediate begioning of 33 per cent. This 33 per cent is on the annual re-
cruitment,  Before the Indian element would actually reach 33 per cent ‘of the
whole service, it would be 20 to 25 years. When that element attains to 48
per-cent ‘it would be abcut 30 to 35 years. Alveady interested people fill the

air ‘uir}.'Britainl and in India with the _crjr that the Indian element is growing
“akirmingly and-dangerously Jarge. The .famous O’Donnell circular asserts that

the ' proportion  of Tndians to the total cadre is to-day ouly 12 per cent. We
are” thus enabled to see the slender basis on which alarmist forecasts of the des-

 truction ‘of the steel framé are based. It is such unfounded representations. re-

peated in the English Press- over “Anglo-Indian signatures, which are to a great
extent. responsible for the growing unpopularity of the Indian services, and which
friends of India.like Lord Meston, Sir-Clande Hill and Sir Valentine Chirol find

" it so difficult to counteract: Now my question®is, is the Indian ,patriét generally

and the elected member in particular of our new Legislatare content with this
rate of Indianisation of the great Civil Service? On the contrary, is it not a most
depressing and _disheartening indication of the intolerably long delay in the attain-
Tment ‘of ‘full responsible  government, whichy it is the apparent intention of the
‘authorities ” to - cause in so far as it is in their power? When we think- in

‘additioni of the overpowering consideration of economy we are disposed to grude

every siqgle year of this delay.

ST
)

-

I wish to také you somewhat deeper into this question of Indianisation.
Now by the very hypothesis of the ‘case an'important aspect of [ndianisation is
the admission of qualified “Indian members of the Service into those branches of
*ad‘ministratiofx _where they would be trained in the inner at of govern:nent and
initiated into its secrets, No better test could be devised ofthe sincerity of the
auth:rities in their desire to obey the requirements of the preamble to our Act
than the extent to which they have appointed Indians to the Secretariat of the
Government of India- and the various Local Governments. The following able
.gives the necessary figures for comparison:-— ' -

Sooa LT . '

. . Tapre I

e . . . Govenment of India
Secretaries (inc!uding Joint Scc}etarié,s) 13 1 Iudian
Deputy * Secretaries - .13 3 Indians
Under-Secretér,ieé‘_ o " v 5 1 Indian

— - v —

2 N '
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TABLE II

Local --Governments.
; Secretaries Dy, Secy’s.  Under Secy's . Indians =
Assam . .. 4 0 2(1Indian)= 6 1 .
Bengal ... 9 2 2 . =13 . NiI°
B&O .. 6(Indian)0 5 (2 Indisns)="11 3~
Bombay ... 9 6 (1Indian) 3 (1 Indian) = 18 2~
C.P. . .. 3 | 0 , 3)2 Indians)= 6 . 2 -
Madres ... 8(1Indian)1 . 7{6 Indians) = 16 7
Punjab ... - 7 (1 Indian) O 10(1 Indiar )= 17 - - 2-
U.P. .. _ 9(1Indian) 4 5(3 Indians): 4

*55(4 Indians)13 *(1 Indian) - *37(16 Indxans}:los : 20 o
oN D. Includmg ﬁgures for the P, W, D also ‘ N

If it be urged that Tndians of suﬂiuently long standm" are not a\aﬂable,
the followmo' table w il cupp]y the means of testing. the ooutentxon

TABLE I o

Indian Ofﬁcern 5 years 10 years 15 years 20 ycars& up
* Assam ... 1 1 1 1
Bengal .. 1(1) 0 1.1
B.&0 , .. 3 0 D ST
Bombay I 1 3 1 ,
C. P, v 2(D) 1 1 2 u
Madras 1 ’ 2 1 4
Punjab ... 1. i 1 2
U.P. .. 6(2) 2 4 4
/
19 (2) § .13 15

. This table shows that there are at least 19 Indian cfficers available for
Under-Secretexg ships under the Government of India, 8 cfficers for Depmy -Se-
cretaryships, 13 for Joint .or Deputy Secretaryships and 15 for Secretaryships,
and members of the Executive .Councils, ete. Assuming that there had been no
declaration of policy in 1917 and no action consequent thereupon, these figures
would disclose grounds for the belief that Indians had not bad a “fair chance
given to them of acquiring Secretariat  experience. Judged in the light ‘of that
declaration and the preamble to the. Act, the authorities responsible for the se-
lection of Secretariat personnel will find it hard to jrove that they have done
their duty. While a txltmgof the belance in favour of Indians might be )usnﬁed
and even required in view of the future, they are not getting  their due. How
ridiculously wide of the markis the cry of interested parties that Ministers choose
their officers on grounds of favouritism! , -

THREATENED I‘.\cnmsns N b.&unu:s

Ihave never been slow to sing the praise of the Indian Civil Service. I admire their
high record, and I am thankful, deeply and sincerely thankful, for the way in which 1b¢y
bave built up the administration of India on firm, efficient and thorough lines and given
us, what perhaps we mlaht not be able to evolve for ourselves, a whole body of auxiliary
and subordmate services characterised by a fair degree of integrity, disciplive and
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“Cresidential  ygefulness. I am not quxte fitted by my birth or upbx mrruw to judge of the pecumary

Addrees . circumstances of well- placed officials (laughtex) but some receut observation in En,gland

* . Right and the Dominions inclines me to concede that there is much in the contention that in the

_"3'.":: ®  case of those who have to maintain establishments in India and outside, salaries, even
Stinlvesa * though iniproved slightly, are not the same as they were some years ago. At the same
- time I am one of those who hold finnly that the claims, however leg1tunate in one sense

of bigh- salaried employees of the State are by no means comparable in justness

or urgency to those of employees in receipt of modest salaries. Further 1 contend that

_ their claims to relief are steroly limited and may be completely negatived by the -low
. condition of pubhc finance and the irtolerable burden on a notoriously poor tax-payer.

On purely economic considerations, therefore, it seems to me that, if further recruitment

in Britain is possible only on a greatly increased scale of salane allowances, and
emoluments of one kind or another, the representatives of the people in our . Legislative

_ Assembley will be compelled, with much reluctance, to recoromend a cessation or at leasta

*  substantial abatement of such -recruitment (Applause) No commission, however

authoritative, can reconcile us to increased impositions on account of the British services.
.+ Moreover, British prestige and the continuance of relations of mutual friendship and
confidence between the races alike require that none-but the best products of British
culture should. be brought hereafter to fill posﬂ:xona of influence and responsibility
alongside of the best men turned ont of our Universities. More than once before we have

- fnade the oostly mistake of supposing that to increase the sttractions of the servicesis
necessarily to i improve- the quality of recruits. 1 am aware that during the last two years
the number of British competitors at the Civil Service Fxamination has diminished
considerably, and in consequece the recruitment has been greatly in favour of the Indian
element. Some further experience is necessary - before we can determine how for this
alteration is permanent. [t seems to rae anyhow the equity of the case would give to the

 children of the soil the beneﬁt of any unforeseen conditions that opetate in then' favour.

Onm:n Rmmnm} THE I. M. s.

A recent cablegram gives the dnsqmetmg news that the Secretary of State for India
has appointed or is about to appoint to the Indian Medical Service' 30 men on terms of
special advantage, and I have read in some new spapers that this action of . the Secretary

+ of State i3 heralded by the termination of the services of Indians that have been taken
temporarily during the war. While I was in England, I heard that a° proposal of the
Government of Indna, that in consideration of the difficulty of attracting British recruits, ten
‘appointments should be conferred on these temporary incumbents, was turned down by .
the India Office. I make these statements for what they are worth. 1 have not verified
them. But one would like to know on what recommendations of the Government of India
the Secretary of State’s recent addition to the bardens of India is based. Our case is that
the retention of the Indian Medical Service on its present footing bas the effect of treating
the civil medical needs of India as though they were completely subservient to the
requu'ements of the Mxhtary and that it constitutes not only a serious hardship on the
independent medical profession in India, but an artificial bar to the advance of medical
research in this country. Champions of this service bave not improved their case by resting .
it in great parton the neessity of providing qualified European medical assistance to the -
Luropean services of the country. These Jatter services would on that view become
in the popular eye even more burdesome than they are. It is quite true that under the
statute the Secretary of State in Council has power to determine such” matters; and tke
Tndian Medical Service is placed in a specially privileged position by Rule 12'of the
Devolution Rales: “ A Jocal Government shall employ such number of Indian Medical
Service officers in such appointments and on such terms and conditions as may be
-prescribed by the Secretary of State in Conncil.” But the mere possession of power will
not justify any and every use of it. Tke Indian’Legislative Assembly has certain financial

-
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powers and would be quite justified under provoétipn in employ'{ng tbem so as-lkto: sz‘:m
embarass the Government (bear, bear and applause). I much fear th::\t if the 30 appoint- “____
ments are made by the Secretary of State to the Indian Medical Service on the conditions ~ Right

pamed, 0o one can foretell what the Assembly will do to sa.{f:guard the taxpc-ayf:r’s interests. Y .-
1t is difficult to imagine a representative House anywhere in t.he w.\jcrld sitting stil end = gqetrt
watching the nation’s resources squandered with so little justification while ,1ihe Central
Government and most Local Governments lay under the nightmare of financial bankru-
ptcy. How entirely without initiative we are here in India is.provgd by the statement

- made the other day by Sir Ludovic Porter in the U. P. Council that the Be.vex:ch.cntz

. Committee of that Province could not even consider the case of the Imperial Services

without special leave of the Secretary of State.

CONTROL OF THE SERVICES. | -

hd . t . . e
Before I leave the subject of the services, there is ope suggestion which I
commend to the acceptance of the Liberal Federation. The -point occurred to me
rather fordlly when we were considering the provisions of the Government of -
India Bill before the meeting of the Joint Select Committee. There is no govern- .
ment in tie world of the magnitude and importonce of that of India “'hqse'
employees down to those drawing salaraies of 400 and 300 rupees are chosen
for them, puuished and dismissed Ly .superior authority. The ancmaly, why tke
lynnilation of it, was made glaraingly inanifest when, in a measure confening
self-government on the people of India, the provision was repeated that all the -
Tmperial services were to be recruited by the Secretary of State and that theie
salaries, pensions, allowances,’ &c. were to be regulated by bim and were exem-
pted from the vote of the Legidative Assembly consisting of a great majority .
of elected members und supposed to Dbe endowed with the' power of sanctioning,
reducing, or refusing’ money grants at the time cf the annval budget. . It is
bighly honourable to the discipline and the sense of propriety of these serviceia
as a whole that they have remained amenable’ to the control of the Governor
- Generol in Council or the Governor in Council though- these cannot dismiss them.
Tt is difficalt, however, for Ministers and Indian Executive Councillors to command
the same willing homage and co-operation from the great body of thgse serviecs,
Tt seems to me that the time is come when we must demand tbat-the Governor
General of India in Councl should take the place of the Secretary of State for
India in Council in all matters relating to the India Civil Service snd other
Tmperial services, the High Commissioner for India entering into covenants, dealing = -
with the Civil Service Commissioners and doiug other functions in this conrection
- as the agent ‘of the Government of India. Of course the statute would Lave to
De altered and many rules and regulations modified accordingly. But the dignity
and aothority of the Government of India must be recognized and the Sccretary
of Btate for India, who is entirely out of touch with Indian sentiment-ard can defy it with . -
impunity, removed from the position of supremacy which he now cceupics with regard
to the great services (Applause). ‘ : ‘ \
This proposal would seem to be incongruous with the plea advanced here for pro-
vincial autonomy. In fact certain provinces have already begun tocamour for the complete
provincialization of the Services hitherto recruited in England and called Imperial.
Without doubit that is the proper ideal, but there are cases in which what is logical is not
recessarily sound and this is one such. I cannot do more than mention the principal
grounds on which I recommend this half-way-louse arrangement. In scme provinces
appointments are regulated on communal considerations while it is necessary that the
bigher services should be on grounds purely of merit and efficiency. Narrow' political
considerations would interfere with the bestowal of patronage far mare in the provinces
than at the centre. It is desirable that provincial barriers should not be recognised in
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this striking way The pubhc spirit and civic virtues of a people are. largely influenced
by the character of the services which must deteriorate under political influences,

Let me likewige recall the d].sappomtment of the public that the experiment of
appomtmg an Indian to one of the Governorships was abandoned so soon as the man of
first choice vacated his office. It is doubtless true unfortunately that the name of any

. conceivable Indian would have been received with disapprobation by the ill- tempered

section of the_Press. The same remark would apply to the post of High Commissioner
for India. But this circumstance should not be taken advantage of by a. high- minded
Government anxious to associate competent Indxans in every branch of the pubhc service.

While on the subject of high appointments I must deprecate the practice that now
seems to have established itself of shifting Governors from one proviuce to another.
Some years ago strong disapproval was expressed of the appointment of Hign Court
Judges to the executive Government. It seemed as though the authorities agreed to

the general principle. But curiously enough soon afterwords an Executive Councillor at

the end of his term was appointed High ‘Court Judge. Now holders of these high

'appomtments must not be taught to expect further favours, and the people of every
_ province are. entitled to expect that their affairs would be admlmstered by one

Who is above fear or favour.

THE ARMY.. - , 1

“The Army questlou, howe\er, is the test of tests for the bona fides
of the British Government. 'Its urgency arises from two considerations, either of them

- strong in itself, but. both together of paramount and.overpowering force. The first
. consideration is financial, it being indisputable that the straitened state of Indian finance

is due in great part to the inordinately bloated expenditare on the Army. The Indian
Government are genuinely alarmed and besides affording full informnation to the Assem-
bly and seeklnrr their advice. they have also forwarded to Fngland with their own
recommendatxons the findings of a strong and representative Committee which were
calculated to effect certain economies immediately and also reduce the total cost of the
Army hy gradually Indianising the commissioned ranks and reducing the British part of
the Ar.oy. Nobody can teli with certainty at what stage tlese urgent proposals and
recominendatious lie in England, but it is rumoured that the Army authorities, who have
the st say in the matter, have not been moved even by India’s divest necessity. The
other aspect of the matter goes even more to the root. Dominion status, which has been
promised to India, is not possible in its fullest sense without the means of self-defence. It
is true she pays every anna of the stupendous cost of the Army and in that way fulfils,
uay more than fulfils, the conditions embodied in a resolution of: the House of Commons
of the 4th March, 1862: “ That this Honse ( while fully recognizing the claims of al
protions of the British Empire to Imperial aid in their protection against penls arising
from the consequences of Imperial policy ) is of opinion that Colonies exercising the right
of self-government ought to undertake, the main 1ewponsibilit) of .providing for their
own mtemal order and secunty and ought to assist in their own exteral defence.”
An unexampled policy of Sl]SplClOl’l, however has hitherto denied the inbabitant of India -
admission to the King’s commission, with the result that, even if Indiaisation began
to-day on the most generous and  thorough- going -scale and were prosecuted w'xthout
intermission in the most honest spirit, it “ould take 23 to 30 years to complete the
process. One hears that the proposals now before the authorities would spread the process
over something like 25 years, and that even these are likely to prove unacceptable, Was
Me. Montagu glfbed with prophetic insight when on the 5th December, 1919, at the
last stage of the Government of India Bill he warned the House of Commons in a
memomble passage?* Do not”, he said, “ deny to India self-government because she
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canpot take her proper share in her own defence and then 'den.y to ber [')eop-le the
opportunity of learning to defend themselves” (A?plause). This odious combmatlfm of
insult and injury was paralleled only in India till the oth.e_r . (!ay by the de1}121 -of
representative institutions to her people on account of their illiteracy anfl resistance
at the same time to all attempts to introduce a system of compulsory elementa_lty
education. The stagnation that has overcome the proposals of the Government of Indla
‘with a view to retrench expenditare of the'Army and Indianise the officer ranks is the
most serious indictment of the intentions of the British auithorities, and one does not see
how the charge can be refuted. The delay aggravates anti-British feeling every daj.', 3‘}‘1
- aloyal citizen feels it his duty to sound a serious note of warning and trusts that it will
pot be construed as a threat. The idea that self-defence isan inseparable attribute of
Dominion autonomy is a theory of recent growth. Inits early stages what was required
was that the expenditure should be borne by the self-governing colenly, a.oondmog
which has always been fulfilled by India. I believe British trcops were not withdrawan
froui the Transval till several years after it bad received self-government. No doubt the
inauguration of the Irish Free State has been followed within a short time by the with
drawal of the last Fnglish garrison. But this precedent can not be applied in its rigidity
to India, where the citizen has long been denied the right to bear arms or to exercise
any but the-most insignificant command in the so-called India Army. If the civil side of
Dominion Status is practicable in this country much before the military side, the
auomaly is the direct consequence of the narrow policy pursued by Britain hitherto; and
during the period that the Indianisation of the Army takes place the DBritish Army
here must agree to defend the conntfy, though it be governed by a civil power not of
its own nationality. There is no inherent necessity for the transfer of the civil power
to wait on, or be measured by, the transfer. of military power. At any raté Great

Braitain is under a moral obligation not to insist cn any close ‘conccmittance between th®,

two.

Ivpraxs OQVERSEAS.

I had intended after my speeches concerning my Dominion tour not to refer to
the subject of Indians overseas in this speech. But certain events, that are -taking
place around us render it advisable that I should express my feelings on the subject as
«clearly as possible. British Guiana and Fiji have recently been visited by Commissions
appointed by our Government. Considering their personnel, I am inclined to await
with confidence the publication of their recommendations. Great iaterest attaches to the

<olony of Kenya, where the relations between the white settlers and our conntrymen -
are so strained that influential men in London throw up their bands in despair, The

white settlers in whose composition as a rule greed and pride seem to be combined to

an tntense degree cannot brook the idea of equality with Indians and threaten violence

if a system based on equality were forced on them. Qur people are equally determined
to take nothing less than equality. 1 heard good accounts of Sir Robert Coryndon, the
new Governor of Kenya, but it is doubtful that be can do much. It is eurprising that
after two or three years of struggle the Colonial Office should abdicate its function as
it were, and the Duke cf Devonshire proclaim that he would support the man on the
#pot. It is difficalt to interpret properly a meagre cablegram, but the principles involved
and our interests at stake alike require that we should not put our trust tco much in
the personal idiosyncrasies of the man on the spot, whom an arrogant and overgrown
community may coerce in many ways. If the Imperial Cabinet of Great Dritain find
themselves unable, owing to the traculence of white colonists, to carry out the resolution
of 1921, it is an impressive lesson 1o other communities in the Commonwealth that
what preyails at the seat of Empire is neither justice nor the sanctity of resolutions, but
a threat of force. Even in the history of British India an episode or two bave Lappened
in which the European community have gone immoderate lengths in defence of unjust
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privilege and monopoly In French (ana(h the establishment of responsible govern-
ment was accompanied in 1849 by an outbreak on the part of the English malcontents
which ended in the burning down of the House of Parliament and a_personal itsult to
the Earl of Flgin, Her majesty’s representative. A sentence may be. quoted frcm his
despaich on the subgect and commended to the Colonial Minister and his man on the:
spot. Meanwhile it is my f firm convictlon that if this dictation be submitted to, the
Government of this province by constitutional means will be impossible, and that the .
struggle between overbearing minorities backed by. force and majorities resting on
legf«htles and established forms, which has'so long proved the bane of Canada, du\'mg
capital from the province and [roducmg a state of chronic discontent, will be-
perpetu'mted n :

With re«md to the s:lf -governing Dounmons, the Bombay Corporatxon and
Indxan Chamber of Commerce ha\e passed resolutions expressive of impatience at -the
way in which they treat the just rights of our countrymen. Apparently these - bodies

" think that we had best retaliate at present. 1 have more than a suepicion that this is

exactly what the shrewd anti-Asiatic would desive. In fact . I was asked bya
representative of South Afiica last year in London :  “If we hit you bard, why don’t
you hit us bard in return 2. We bave agreed to the principle of reciprocity.,” = They
know that the number of their nationals 1esxdeut in India is so small as to be negligible,

 and that our retaliation therefore cannot antount to much. On the other hahd if we

did retaliate, we should have shot our last arrow, and our opponents wight cry quits,
1 am sure our nationals domiciled abroad will not thank us in the end, for we shall
have lost the moral advanhge we now possese in urging their claims. . Moreaver, in - the
three Domunons that I have visited I see rio mﬂuperable barrier in the way of owr
people similar to that which by all accounts exists in South. Africa.  Qur people in -

* Australasia or Canada bave not organised themsclves and made a demand for equality.
* Iu fact they are incapable without aid from us of a sustained struggle for their rights.

Active Iudian propaganda is the one condition of ultimate success. Without such 1t is

" unwise to expect just tleatment or become angry when it is denmied. We have 'just

made one attempt at dircet negotiation and, though Isay 50, not thhout some  fuccess.
1 submnt 1t is too scon to give up hope.

' Tue Workiye o Rrvorue.

Let me now turn to a réview of the earlier events under the new constitution. -

_ They were full ‘of promise and gave cause for gratulation. Officials were cordial and
* courteous, non-officials ivere w illing. to learmr and full of consideration for the need of the

executive. Doth alike were keen on the success of the Reforms, In several provinces
the Governors forgot diarchy and treated the two halves of Government as ome un--
divided Cabinet. The new legislatures, under tke double blight of non-co-operation and

financial bankruptey, faced their tasks with a courage and _sagacity which' promised

well for the future of political India,  Oni the centr: '11 Government, contrary to expecta-

* tion, the interest of India centred. The Legislative Assembly, though consisting of

representatives from diverse parts of India, discharged its duties like a tried body of
legistators and won the approbation  not only of their President . but of impartial
obser\ ers generally. The official members too for their part showed a spirit of tolerance
and helpfalness which did them great credit. Rules and regulations were interpreted
in a liberal spirit, and the Assemblx were invited to-discuss the military Budget and
other proposals as though “they had not ‘been excluded from their scope. A strong
committee of that body also sat on military matters generally and produced a unanimous
report which did not make heroic recommendaticns, but which even so lies unheeded

~on the shelves  of the War Office.  On-a resolution on Indian * - autonomy the Home

Member, Sir Willism Vincent, thought it necessary to adopt a conciliatory attitude and
Yiimself proposed an amendment “luch, being accepted by  the Assembly withcut a
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Jissentient, committed that body, including the members of Government, to! the view |
that the question of further constitutional re{o?m_ should'not be allo.wed to ~ \.s'axt. : t;ll the,
ten year limit bad expired. Agaio, on a motion regarding th'e rgpxd Indianisation of the
services the same spokesman of Government treiat;ed tl.me qlfesn({n. from a detacked and
& gacious point of view aud agreed to institute unmeflmte inquiries as to how to secure
increased recruitment of Indians to the all-India services. »Wx.th regard to those secthnl,
in the Act which represented the vestige of autocracy, e‘ndoys'xn_g the .Govenmf-Gene.ml
and the Governors, acting sometimes singly and somnetimes with .theu'- Councile, with
extraordinary powers of overriding their legislatures, one must ad.mxt that on the who.le
“there has been little cause for public dissatisfaction. - Such exercisé happened cnly in
two or three jnstances in the provinces and passed off quietly. Itis well-known that the

Governor-General of India in Couneil recently resisted great pressure brought to bear -

on him to resort to the process of certification in_connection _yvitb the Budgt. His
forbearance till last September must be mentioned . with especial thanlffulness, becat_lse
it has had the somewhat unexpected effect of enhancing  the prestige of the Indian
Parliament It will be-remembered that it was contemplated to leave the Government
of India in the possession  of undisputed and indisputable anthority and that this
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authority should be frequently and as a matter of -course” asserted. The institution,

however, of two Houses of Legislature, one with an overpowering and the other ‘with
a decided elected majority, has made the exercise,of overriding powers a matter of such
grave risks that it was possible for the Assembly by judicious restraints upon its own
conduct to have allowed the autocratic sections to remain inoperative for a long period,
and then it might have heen comparatively easy to ask for the repcal of the obnoxious
sections. From a popular' point of view it is regrettable  that with regard to the

Princes Protection Bill one of these sections has been utilized. On -the merits of the ‘
question, I should say the enactment of the measure was unnecessary. On the other ~

hand, it is open to question, with the clear sight which comes after the event, whether
the Assembly was wise to refuse leave for the Bill to be introduced. 1t was and .is to
“our interest that if the Governor-General has recourse to these sections, he does so in
cases in which a detached observer  would say that the Assembly . had behaved with
moderation and self-restraint and given the Executive no justification or excuse for out
of the way procedure. : - L

To go back to the main line of thought. I wes saying that, though the o igina'I
idea bad been to give the popular voice no real controlling power, the forbearance f 1le
Executive had in practice given the Indian Parliament a fair measure  of real ccntrel

over the policy and measure of administration. Inmy accounts of our new."constitution

and its working during my recent tour, I have always empbasised this unintended «flect
and claimed for the authors of the Government of India Bill that they - builded better
than they knew, To the higher officials concerned in the working of the new regime,
I have given full meed of praise for. their friendly. and liberal attitude.. I wused to -
mention Sir Harcourt Butler jn particular as a striking instance not cnly of ability, but
of that rare sense of discipline which is one of the high qualities of “the Indian Civil -
Service and which enables its members cheerfully and faithfully to carry out policies of
which, however, they may not personally spprove. Sir Harcoart, far from favouring
the original Montagu-Chelmsford proposals, bad fathered a rival scheme and pushed it as
far as he could. Nevertheless, when called upon to administer the Act, which he bad
strenuously opposed, he was regarded as one of its truest interpreters. 1 am happy to
think that Sir Frank Sly is administering the 'Act in this Province with exemplary
statesmanship. ) ' .
* IntprOrER INTERFERENCE. -

But bas this great chapter closed ?  Are we no longer a bappy family ?  Have

the suthorities begun to weary of well-doing ? Are they pulling themselves back ?
One would not like to believe so, but there are disquieting portents which may not be
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overlooked. snd they procesd from & tuarter where, while Mr. Montagie was in- office™

Tndian interests hever failed to find a champion. One of the cardinal principles laid

down by the Joint Select Committee i the Government of India Bill - waé - that, wl.xen
the Legislature and the Exécutive werein ~agreement on any . matter not involing
Imperial intereste, there should be no interference from higher authority. - Fiscal

" autonomy, to the extent that we how enjoy it; is regarded as a special application of this

_principle. During the discussions of 1919 it was regarded as of the utmost importance,

and in the period of transition public opinion in India must jealously safeguard it from
violation by the Secretary of State in the case of the Government . of India or by the
Government of India in the case of the Local Governments.  Some. months ago in
another connection I bad occasion to praise Mr. Montagu for the way in which be was
willing to Jet the autonomy of India develop even at the “cost of some self-suppression,
and I have'héard’ him say, with humorous exaggeration, ' that bis ambition was very
soon to abolish himself. Could it be eaid that the India Office respects .this principle
sufficiently ? I read the other day a long string of matters of apparent agreement
betwcen the Government of India and the Indian Legislature either negatived or held

. up at Whitehall~ the recommendations as to military expenditure, -proposals for
.. Indianising the Army, propogals for diminishing recruitment in England to the All-India

Services, prouceals for appointing Indians to the Indian Medical Service, . propossls in

- regard to Froutier policy ani i;he recommendations of the Racial Distinctions Committee.

Even if the Secretary of State in Council has intékfeted ‘dh]y in some of these matters,

. s a cause for public alarm in India, avd it is necessary to consider how we could help

the Government of Indis resist thesée encroachments. . At the time this principle was
enunciated, I remember pointing ont that, if it was to' be  at all- efficacious, the
Government of India ought to be expressly freed’ from  the necessity of previously
consulting the Secretary of State before taking part in the discussions with the
Legislature. '*My information is that the rules require such previous reference in far

 to0 many matters yet. This' inwholesome practite unduly limits the initiative of the

Government of India and aﬁﬁomatiéally narrows the limits of possible concurrence with
the Legislature. * It is no wonder if the-tendency to reaction, wherever it exists in ‘the
official world, has received encouragement by “knowledge of these circumstm‘lce‘s,
hetokening, as they do, a change in the atmosphere of Whiteball, - The Secretary of
State has} sent out orders forbidding Local Government to . refer to- Committees any
question in any manner affecting any of the Imperial Services. In practice this would
greatly narrow the scope of our Legislatures and prevent them from even advising on
reserved subj:cts, let alone exercising increased influence over them.

Drarcay.

0 Since T s:poké o this éubj'ect'in Bombay n’fy opinion about diarchy has not been

* shaken. 1 think it has reached its limit of usefulness:” (hear, hear). Not having inside

Enoyledge of any administration, T am unable to enforce my opinion by a striking array
of specific instances. Perhaps Ministers at present in office and Execative 'Councillors,
when freed from official restraints and called upon to state their experience before a duly
authorised commission, will ‘make out'an overwhelming case for the termination of
duality in provincial administration. The best results have been obtained where
Governors have treated Councillors and Ministers as belonging to one Cabinet, Diarchy
has' done best where it has been totally absent. The rule requiring that the
Finance Member should be an Execative Councillor has placed Ministers at a decided
disadvantage in obtaining money for their departments. Official discipline too is
difficult to maintain, as Ministers have discovered, when an officer cannot be cquured or
transferred except with the consent of the Governor. 'In some provinces Ministers are
not recognised as forming one official group.  This practice violates the recommendation
of the Joint Select Cormittee, which was in these words :—"‘In these circumstances
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the Comanittee think that it shouid be recognised from the commericement that Ministers e

may be expected to act in concert together. They probably would' do “fo; and i the

opinion of the Committee it is better that they should, and therefore that the fact should . Right |

be recognised on the face of the Bill.” Som:e Min'}stel_'s have cqmglained th-at, 1 while gptirSe
anybody and everybody was free to communicate his views on the O'Dennell circula to Sastri
the Government of India, they, 7. e. the Ministers, ~ were precluded  frem ‘_ doing 0,

because their Governor tock a narrow view of diarchy and would not consult them

where a reserved subject was concerned. In another case a Minister had to threaten

to resign before the Governor would allow him to chcose his Under-ScS:retary.' A
Governor has even heen known to play a backward section of ~ the Legislative Councxl

against his Ministers, who could not except in'special cases depend on the cfficial votes

either. They thus depend on a highly precarious and " shifting majority. The United-
Provinces Council presented to a scandalized India the-spectacle cne day of an- Exncative
Councillor speaking against a Minister and on another day the spectacle of a_Minister
requesting his own Secretary not to move an amendment to which he, the Minister, Ead

not given his consent. In the same province fur many days a Councillor and a Secretary

were openly accused, without eliciting any satisfactory reply, of canvassing members

of the Legislature against the District Boards Bill which had teen brought forward by a
Minister. The fact that no notice is known to bave been taken of these incidents by the -
Governor would seem to lend colour to the suspicion-that he 'rather enjojed the con-

fusicn of the Minister in the circumstances. (Jaughter). In Madras, where the evils

of diarchy are the least felt, the desire for complete provincial autonomy is the strongest.

Oue of the Ministers of that province said the other day : T

“Y am Minister of Development minus Forests and you all know- that
Development depends a good dealon Forests. I am Minister of Industries without
Factories, which are a reserved subject, and Industries = without Factories are
unimaginable. T am Minister of Agriculture minus Irrigation. - You ean understand
what that means. How Agriculture can be carried on extensively without Irrigation
in the hands of those who are responsible forit is rather hard to realise.” Iam also
Minister of Industries without Flectricity, which isalso a reserved - subject. You all
kaow the part which Electricity is playing in the development «.f Industries now-a-days.
The subjects of Labour and of Boilers are also reserved. But these after all are some
of the defects of the Reform scheme.” (laughter). ‘ o N

A half and half system is naturally productive of friction and wears out the
nerves of those who have to work it. Members of the services are not the least loud in
demanding that the system should be developed to the full. It seems now  to serve mo -
useful purpose. No one, official or non-official, has questioned the efficiency of Ministers
or their ability to manage the reserved services if these should be entrusted to their care,

- The public will long remember the indiscriminate arrests of a few months ago and the
high-handed use in certain place of section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure and
they no Jonger wish to bave such powers exercised by officers without fear of being
called to account in the House of Legislature. ‘ A

These remarks should not be interpreted as amounting to a wholesale condemna-
tion either of diarchy or of the machinery of which it forms a feature. An enumeretion
of the good work accomplished by the popular side of our Local Governments would be
cheerfu] reading, Here is a summary, by no means careful or exhaustive. Ministers
in all the Provinces have to their credit legislative measures which will redound to the
country's advantage. 1 need instance ouly a few in order to show how successful they
are in initisting new policies in their respective departments It is an unfortunste
circumstance that Ministers were called to administer these departments just when
financial difficulties became very sarious; and therefore naturally the first reforms to be
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municipalities and district boards  have in most provinces been placed on a popular
footing. But Ministers have not shrunk from undertqhno Jarge schemes of expansion

_involving heavy increases in expenditure and thus f'acmcr additional taxation. Some of

the measures introduce bold new departures in policy whxch would bhave been almost
inconceivable in the old regime. I would give the first place among these to Dr.
Paranjpye’s Compulsory Feucation Act, which replaces the optional compulsmn of the Act
of 1918 by absclute compulsion and secks to universalise primary education in the
whole of the Presidency within ten years. When the whole scheme is completed, it
will throw an additional byrden upon the provincial- exchequer of more than  three
quarters of a crore every year. Mr. Chintamani has introduced in the United Provinces
excise reforms calculated to eifect a.very drastic reduction in the consumption of alcohol
etc. - In the Boniba y Presideucy Mr. C. V. Mehta has not yet been able to. complete his - -
inquiry int6 this question, but he has already introduced a reform which, if small in

*itself, initiates a new policy substituting direct for indirect checks on consumption. In

Madras, Ministers have adopted the policy of giving judicious State aid to new er

_ pascent industries and have put in hand several other measures of ho small benefit to
.the Provioce, Reform cf old universities and the establishment of new ones are taken

in band in several provinces. These and other measures of the kind are the first froits
of the popular- control over transferred departments for which we the constitutionalists

need not blush. -

- Itisnot meant that diarchy has been a pit-fall to the feet or a fetter to the
limbs of Ministers. But it has serious defects, as has been pointed out. It has served

its purpose as a testand as & preparation. Itisnowa clog and an irritation. The

dmand for its remowl comes from many sides. . The satisfaction of the demand will
go far to allay pubhc discontent and ease the tension between the Government and the

" people. The Leolslatne Assembly has lent its countenance to the acceleration of the

march of Tndia’s constitution. No risks need be apprehended from the grant of full
autonomy to the provinces, except the loss of two Councillorships in the bigger, and one
Councillorship in the smaller provinces to the Indian *Civil Service. o

~ If-at our next election the matter is propelly placed before the constltuencles
there can be no doubt of their giving a mandate to their rapresentatives to try and
secure provincial antonomy as early as possible. A legal ~difficulty occurs to me.
Supposing the question of provincial autonomy were raised by a private member in a
legislature jn 1924, and a resolution were moved asking that representatives be elected
to an-All-India Convention for the purpose, would the Governor be justified in

" disallowing the resolution ? 1 am informed that the law would permit him to do so.

At the same time the law would not stand in the way of his allowing the resolution
either. So that it would be largely a question of how thoroughly the constituencies had
bzen educated in the maiter aud what momentun the demand for provincial autonomy
had gathered. If our non- cooperator friends would not mdulge in the violent fun of
breakmg up of other peoplé’s meetings, but cheerfully help 'in the good work, the
prospect would by no means be gloomy. Should any Governor, however, be obdurate,

* the elected members of the Legislature could still obey their mandate by meeling at

their own instance without fear of their proceedings losing moral authority in the eyes
o] reasomb’e people. :

THE TEN YEAR LIMIT.

* . Speaking a few months ago to a meeting of Bombay Liberals, I expressed my opinion of

the provision regarding the appointment of a statutory commission after teo years.
The obvions interpretation is that while Parliament must appoint a commission at that
time, there is nothing to preventa commission issuing before that period, During the
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Commons debate in 1919 Mr. Montagu explained the point dearly in Ellese.svonls: “Ie .1.’2;:1‘1"3:".1
there ia a remarkable and unforseeable development in.Indmn _oondxtlons_ in the short _“' M‘ _
space of ten years. it does not tie the hands o‘f‘. Parha}nent. inany way vyhate\jer. .?lolnz, L e
There can always be a commission appointted in the 1r§t/e:n_m.“ On another .motxox_l S:'I.i! ‘3;“
Mr. . A. L Fisher delivered himseif of a similar opipion: May I point out “sastri ..
that there is nothing in the Bill which prevents revision taking placg- before ten -
years, but there must be a revision at the expiration of.ten years? IE it be true that
great progress will be made, and if it becomes obvious tha_t :tlfe mnsferre:.(i_l
subjects are being bLandled . wisely - and effectively to the 'satlsfactlon' .of Indm ‘
populatioxi by the Indian Mipisters, then there is no obstacle to 8 revision at an
earlier period than ten years.” Let it be remembered that in the original - prpposal.s of
Mr. Montagu and Lord Chelmsford it bad been suggested that a fresh transfer of sub';]ects
should take place at the end of five years, It would be pedantic, it would be inexpedient, . -
nay it would be a political blunder against which it isour duty to warn’ Govet:nment, to
prolong the trying period of transition unnecessarily, to allow the sense of grievance to
deepen until it becomes a danger und to refuse to rectify an error which actual experi-
ence has exposed in the divided constitution of the provinces. I. therefore commend &
'suggeStion which our honoured leader Sir Sivaswamy Aivar has made at the end’ .oﬁ" his
artidle in The Nineteenth Century and After in these words: *° The -least- that
should be done by the Government in the present circamstances is to send out 'a small
but strong committee of statesmen and constitutional lawyers to_ ascertain on the spot
how the system of diarchy has been working, what defects have been brought to light,
and what remedies conld be devised to promote smoothness and efficiency in:'working’ ;.
Before, however, the present conservative governnient would take this step, they ~would
have to he convinced that the constituencies in India desired it strongly'and had expré5§§d

their desire in the usual way at election time. - S S R >
' ' . . : ot ., [
. : - ald P : W
. Co- RerorM AT THE CENTRE.

| This, however, is not the whole of our demand. At the last session this Federation
of Liberals asked in addition that the Central Government' should be brought nnder
 popular control in all matters except ecclesiastical, political ‘and ‘defence. Perhaps - that
resoluticn would be repeated “at. this session, When I presided earlier in the year at
the meeting of Bombay Liberals, I ventured to express a feeling of héﬁiaﬁon “with.
reference to this demand and indicated my grounds for ‘the hesitation. But I promised
at the same time that in a matter of that kind, where the difference was not one of aim = -
or principle but of temporary expediency, I should consider myself bound by ‘the
~saperior wisdom of the party.- Sir Sivaswamy Aiyar, a safe man, if there is one in our
raoks, las pleaded cogently for popularisation of the Central Government ‘in ‘the " article
from which [ have already quoted. An argument that appeals to me is coutained in” the
following sentences. “ The Central Legislature has enormous voting power, but absolute-
ly no responsibility. But for the fact that the Goverument bas displayed the greatest
possible tact and the meinbers of the Legislature great self-restraint, and that both' sides
lave been anxious to make the Reforms a success, there would "have been a deadlock g
several times during the course of the last year aud a half. It is impossible for the .Gov-
ernment to adopt any bold policy in any matter, legislative, administrative or financial,
for the reason that they cannot be certain beforeband of the amount of - support that
they are likely to receive in the Assembly. The divorce of power and responsibility,
which was regarded as the greatest defect of the Minto'Marley scheme, is perpetuated in
a magnilied form in the Ceutral Legislature at the present moment *, I bave likewise
. endeavoured to aseertain the views of as many men of our party as possible and 1 find
that although some share my hesitation, opinion preponderates heavily on the other side.
Let me therefore fall in publicly with the majority view. After all,’ when the provinces
Luve attained to autonomy and assamed responsibility for peace and order, the Central
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3'9'3'."" * While agitation for these 1mportant advances is in progress, each day will bring
5gi§.l:&s'- its own problems. T see Members of the Assembly are bringing up a motion for: the
- abolition of the distinction between votable and non-votable items of expenditure. The
non-votable items far exceed the limits which are compatible even with a first instalment
of the power of the purse. What is almost a humiliation to the Government and Legis-
lature alike is that the salaries and pensions of persons appointed by the Secretary of
State in Council and of. Chief Commissioners and Judicial Commissioners should be
excluded from the scope of the Assembly’s vote or discussion. The correct principle is
for the Imperial Government to guarantee the salaries and pensions only of those officers
. who are appointed by the Crown. It is little short of a slight to treat as sacrosanct
enormous sams taken from the taxpayer and payable to junior officers reaching down in
some cases to.below Rs. 500 a month. We know that, when responsxble Govemment:
 was given to other communities, due provision was made for British services, But then
this demand is not that the Government of India should be made absolutely . responsible,
and the Governor General in Council has overriding powers for exceptional cases. Serious
objection, would likewise be taken to allowing mxhtary expenditure to, be voted by the
-Assembly. We admit that expenditure depends on policy and military policy it would be
premature for.the Assembly to attempt, to lay down or regulate. But the difficulty is all
the creation of the executive. If they had used their 11-respons1b]e power with moderation
. and kept the military Budget within the limits of reason, the revolt against budget
. "exclusions would not be so strong. But as it is, a desperate situation can only be met by
a desperate remedy, and as the Assembly consits of human beings and not of angels, the
Government might find that they had presumed too far on what was once euphennstxcally

described as the Indlan s fa(,ulty of unhmxted acqmescence

~

I‘OR‘\IAI‘ION OF I'ARTIES

' There is also muLh in the working of our constitution wlnch cannot give cause
for satxsfactxon In no cuse has responsxblhty been brought home to a Minister.-
- Ministr was recently defeated in a certain province over an important Bill on a transferred
~ subject, he neither reslo'ued nor was called upon to resign. The country wowdd perhaps
have welcomed a proof “that the Legislature not only has the power of dismissal in law but
can actually-exercise it on adequate occasion. Ii is with profound grief that one records the
‘impression that in the Punjab and Madras the majority has shown that it cannot be trasted
to treat the minority with fairness and equity. The evil in the southern province is bound
to be felt for a long time yet. May I from this Place appeal to my friends, Dewan Bahadur
Kesava Pillay and C Ramalinga Reddy, to use their undoubted influence so that the
_bmerness way be assuaged and the younger generation grow up in an atmosphere of
less strife and contention? One may venture to think that there is no need any more for
‘nou-Brahmm leaders to spread the unloving gospel, ** Do not vote for the Brabmin,
never trust the Brahmia ™. No clear definition of parties has yet been evolved, except in
“the Assembly, and there for a wonder the Democratic party glories in having no leader.
No leader, no dxsmphne—xs an axiom in polmcal organization, In the country at large
" people are mostly nnder the spell of that plous doctrme of i 1nexper1ence, unity. A vague
hankering after a reconciliation of all parties and thd honours of a universal peace- maker
"is the dominant characteristic of a considerable number of men in public life, of attractive
personality and decided talent, but unwilling to recogniae that Indian polities have come
into a phase, of reality in which unity is not only 1mp5051ble, but sure sign of inefficacy.
The apparent advantage of being free to embrace what is for the time bemo' convenient
" stands in the way of most people labelling. themselves Moderates or L.\tremlsts, Liberals
or Noa-co-operators. As soon as the votes are polled and- the names of the “successtul
" candidates announced, it ought to be possible, as in outher countries, to calculate the
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"exact distribution of parties in the legislatares. Not knowing how many their followers~

are, Ministers, sapposed to represent the non-official part of the legislature are compelled
to Jook upon the official neminated element as the nucleus of their voting strength,
hoping by individual negotiation to beat up a few more recruits on each occasion-a most
distressing situation for those who are expected to build np the strcngtlf of the popular
party. How dare we talk of full Parliamentary insti’gutipng’ so Jong as nine out of every
ten politiians will refuse to take a name, be classified or acknowledge a leader? As to
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the education of electorates to which our venerated leader, Sir Dinshaw “Wacha, draw

our attention last May, nothing much seems.to be 'doing. Even if spegial \p’opular_
lectures on civics should prove impracticable, and there is no reason why ﬁ}ex' sllolflgl
do 50, the practice might at least be started of members going down to their constituencies
after the rising of Parliament and speaking to them: on what bas’ been (?one or
may De done. Our new constituencies cannot be expected to compel the attendance
of their representatives for some time et; the representatives’ should ’rega}'d- it.- as
their duty to keep them fully informed as to the state of public’ affairs "and Jegislation.
The lesson will soon have to be learnt that nothing of more than ordinary po;nsequence
could be done in Parliament without the wish of the electorates on the subject’ having
been specifically ascertained, Besides being iliterate, ignorant and desirous to be let alone,

the ordinary elector is liable to be gulled by the dgmégogue and persuaded "to vote for -

the person who makes the most intemporate speeches aud the most extravagant promises.
The education of electorates even in advanced countries is a never-ending process, When,
I was last in London during the season of the recent General Flection, I heard po
remark so often as this-that a large number of men and women had come into the
registers for the first time, that they, had no experience and no calculation ‘conld be

‘made as to how they would vote. Candidates, whether successful or not, when successful -

more than otherwise, must remember that this is more their duty than' that of others.

- The situation is devoid of hope so long as the bulk of. our legidlators grudge the few

weeks at a time they give to public business and, as soon as Parlianient rises, do mot -

think of going to their elevtorates and rendering an. account of théir doings, but run
back to” their business, briefs or lands, A

)

ORG.\NISATIO.\' OF OUR PARTY.

I will now ask your leave to say one or two words about” our party. It would

‘perhaps be best to clear the ground of two criticisms. We have from the very natore -

of the case to answer charges from two opposite ends, Qur-extremist countrymen
complain that we have merged ourselves in the bureaucracy -and must be held
responsible for their blunders, high-handedness and repression. Qur answer must be firm
and fravk. So long as they will proclaim war on the established government, talk
openly of revolution, inculcate disloyalty and rash political action’ and send about the

country a committee of men of influence with the express object of finding . eut the

pro-pects of a compaign of civil disobedience, we must' sternly disapprove and. stoutly
oppose (applause), So long as they preach the gospel of despair, they command neither
our assent nor even our sympathy, So long as they -boycott the present constitution,
pooh-pooh the reforms and talk of wrecking -the Conncils, there is no common ground

between us and we can have nothing to do with them (cheers). Officials and organs

of official opinion deplore ‘ot lack of organisation and vigorous propaganda.» We must
admit the truth of this charge, thongh we are not without excuse. But when-they attack
us for indecision of thought, fear of unpopularity and a tendency to take up the most
violent and passionate cries of the extremists and echo them feebly, thus aifording no
«onstant support to Government, we must repudiate the ctarges as unfounded. Our
busiuess is to promote our country’s welfare, to enlarge ber political status throngh the

present coustitation, to secure Ler ordered progress and compatibly with these aims, bot

uot otherwise, to support Government. When government. officials go beyond the
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stifle the very spirit of agitation, we will not Lesitate to condemn their action. - \\ hen
the Secretary of State abuses his irresponsible power in disregard of the Indian taxpayer,
we cannot but pmtest When we are faced with prospect of stagnation while there is 50
much to do every day in the dicection of preparing the Indnn people for' self- -govern-
ment, we must give solemn warning. We are prepared to let our leaders accept oﬂiCe and

- support them when . the) carry out our policy and our aim. We will oppose and

thwart them when they neglect or defy our wishes. It is amazing how they expect us
10 stand by them when they do us harm as well as when they do us good, in their
excessive militay expenditare, ' in theiv high-ldndedness, in their hesitation to afford
Indian . talent every posslble opening for emplo; ment in the highest and most delicate
spheres of work, seeing that it no long time Indians must be prepared for self-govern:
ment, Our Ynglish brethren must noderstand this clearly. Every day we shall ask,

what has been done to-day towards the advent of Swaraj? Of £ every officer we shall inquire,
“does he realize that he is here to fit onr people for self-rule? (cheel's) Of every rupee of
expenditure we shall require to be satisfied that it was unavoidable and in the interests
of India. We beliéve in the ideals of the Britannic Common-wealth, ‘we cherish our
conuechon with it, trustmo* that our equal partnership therein, which has been admitted
iir theory, will soon be trandlated into fact in all essentials, “We believe in the efficacy

*_ of peaceful and constifutional methods, and in the pursuit of our high aims we are

‘ h»'v

nphe)d by the consciousness that, they have heen admitted as proper and lemtxmate by
“the hlo'heet; authomty. And as our motto is Ordered Progress, we do not desp1se
cpmpromise - in public affaivs, provxded it is honoumble, advances the present position
and: does not bar further, progress.

1

The ﬁrst 1eqmsxte of ‘a party organisation is the mamtenance Of a Jist of
members who are’ prepared to own themselves as belonging to the - Liberal Federa-
txon, to subscmbe to its punmples and to pay,’a certain prescribed fee periodi-.

‘c*tlly The second requisite 1s to appomt a "leader “for all India and for each

Subject
i btee

provmce every }ear, who will be' entitled ‘during his period “of- office to speak -
for the party, to-treat with Government on behalf of bhis party, to call meeting

~of the Executive when. necessary for the purpose of determining policy or actiou

to bring up matters of discipline when they are of more than ordinary impor-
tance, and 2. be. consitlted before individuals in-the party or groups, make
serious pronouncements or adopt definite action on impertant ~oceasions. It would
be -well to adopt the. term leader, for it would carry the right to lead, and
therefore: swmfy the -real business. President, on the other hand sumrests mere
dignity ' and - may go to a man of wealth or social standing and is no good for

- our present purpose.’ He should be placed in funds so as to command secretarial

facilities: The third requisite would be a general fund, both for propaoanda and -

- electioneering purposes, This however -would 'be very slow in. growing and we

meed’ not - be dlscom wed b), it. (Loud and prolono‘ed applause)
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. SUBJEE‘!TS GOMMITTEB- cwy -

o The Pxesndent then 1equested the deledates o elect members of the-.
abjects’ (,ommlttee. He announced that the Sub;]ects Commtttee would meet at

P' m.: ’
: The ﬂttmas adjourned il the followmrr day.

S
'o'

R SEGOND DAY. .

4

The Fedemtxon resumed 1ts s1tt1nus on Thursday the 28th December at:
11 a. m the Rt hon, Srumaﬁa Sastri - presxdmrr Ny :



(33)

The * President:— Members of the Subjects Committee, - Before the regular
prooeedmgs begin, I wish -to ask your assent {o my- ‘including in the ﬁrst re-
solution, which I bave to propose, the pame of an esteemed friend of ours, a
stalwart of the Liberal Party of Madras, who passed away about & year :go.
1 mean, the Jate K. R. Guruswamy Ayer. He was for.a time & member of
the Madras University Senate and also a member of the Legidative Councll. We

used to know him as a prominent figure in the old Congress and in the subse-

quent moderate organizations. I tcpe yeu will allow .me to }Jut in .bis name,
(Cries of Yes, yes). I will now beorm the preceedings [oxma]ly Mr. (Jr A
Nate=an wishes to say a \\ord or two.

Letters of Sympathy-

Mr. G A. Natesan read letters of regret from Dewan Babadur L. A.
Govindraghava Iyer and Sir Deva Prasad Q{lr\\'adhﬂxﬁn at theu‘ m‘lblhty to attend
the Federatloll and wishing it all success. o R PR

Resolutnons. ’

The President:— Ladies and Gentlemen, I have the honcur to put the
first resolution frem this place. When I bave done fo I shall request ycu to
stand in your places and pass the resolution in solemn sdence SRR

Mr. G. A. Gavai, M L. C, (Narrpur) then rose and propcved 10 the
President that the name of the late Maharaja of Kelhapur.Le also mcludcd m
the first resolution. The President tcoL the sense of tlwe meetmo- W luch “as
against’ the proposal.

Coo R

@ondolence Resolutlon. : SEF R K "r
The President:-~ Ladies and (Jen'demen, 1 ha\e the l‘onour to propoce
the Brst resolution which is in these terms: - . - - - ‘

Vo IR ‘.w,':»‘ Ao

“This meeting of the All-India Liberals miourns the’ 'dath du:mfr ]a=t)e'u'

of Dewan Bahadur Karunskara Mensan, K. R. Guroswenii Tyer, Sir

Balachavdra Krishna, Sir Vithaldas Damodbar Thekersay, Rao Batadur
. . G. K. Sathe, Dr. P. D. Gune, Khan Bahadur H. M: Malak end Bakn
. Motilal Ghose each in his - own vay a “orthy scn ot Indxa and a
devoted worker in her cause.”

/.'.“:‘ L ;7':"; PRSI
Death is a.nnghty leveller far and -near; fnend and fce, great and small
all merge in his embrace. I have . therefore “used 8- common formula fer - af),
hoping - hat it will be acceptable.. I will now ask jou; o rise.  (The resoluticn

was passed in solemn silence, all standmrv An tbelr places) TR

. ' “rr
Vs o

Rr., Hox. E. S. Moxtacr: + . - T e

i

The Hon'ble Dr. R P. Paran]pe, who - was- 1eceued ‘with cheers, vaxd —
Mr. President, Brother Delegates, ' Ladies and" Gentlemen. .- Tke- 1e=oluucn I
have the honour to move for your aoceptance reads as’ follows —_—rnl .i

“This ' meeting of the Al Indxa Liberals records 1ts profound gnef at tLe
defeat of the Rt. Hon. E. 8. Montanu, at the last general electicn
which deprives India of his services. Mx‘ Moutagu by recognising the
right of India to full dominion status snd .getting it admitted Ly the
lnohest ‘aunthority saved India at a ‘erifitical time to tke Ccrmen-
wealth of Dritain aond Las thus established a nzme sccond to ncne

amongst the benefactors of India and the- champenicns of the subject -
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.The Hon. . .. ..  mations. The Conference trusts that a fature is in. store: for him
P?rranjpe .. » . - worthy of his great services to India and the Commonwealth.”

\

- Mr President: ~—The fundamental basxs on wbxch the Liberal party takes
;ts stand is a belief, on the whole, in the righteousness of ths British people and of
the British Empire. Inspite of occasional rmshaps, one might say, that if this - belief
was not ingrained amongst us, we should not be liberals but might have joined some
other party in this country (hear, bear,). But what does thls belief in the general
goodmll of the British peop]e amount to? After all, we can judge of such things by
individual instances - and it is because siuce the time when' the destinies of Indla
have been linked with those of Britain, we always counted upon many high-souled
Entﬂlshmen who have made the case of India their own. The list is long .md any
oountry might be proud of such a list of friends.- That list begins with the llustrious
"hame of Bur}.e ‘who nearly a century «nd a Lalf ago fought for the oppressed millions of
ihis country .in the House of Commons and also when be impeached the Governor
General of that time before the House of Lords. His sympathies were well known and
‘a very small illustration of the way, in which he Jocked at small things as well
as great was the way in which he befriended the ‘lmlnssadox'
and the agent sent by Ragboba Dada to England to plead his cause. The man was bred
"in the most orthodox manner and threfore was in the gr,eat’esn difficulty. Bruke gave him
specml facilities in his own park at Beaconsfield and made thin gs as easy for bxm as it
was possible for Bruke to do. Since the time of Bruke India bas not failed of friends in.
the United hmordom Not to make the list too long, in that list shines the name of such

a democrat as John Bright whose ~sympathies were never failing and continued all

throucrh his life. Then there was an ex-Viceroy of this conntry, Yarl Canning, sneeringly
called by the Anglo-Tndian, Clemency Cmnmg, whose pame must be forever
enshrined in the affections of this country as his weight was always used in the
direction of clemency in those hard days of the mutiny and the subsequent difficult

“times. Since then we have had Fawcett and ‘only recently we have lost Wederburn, that
" most devoted friend of India, ‘Sir Henry Cotton, and many others too numerous to

. mention. (Crxes of “ Hume ™). Yes, there were Hume, Lord Ripon and many others;
"but I don’ t wish to continue the list. Only in this list we feel that it is but right to
. enshrine the names of two recent Secretaries of State for-India, Lord Morley and our
Jast Secretary of. State, Edwm Samael Montagu. Although Mr Montagu’s name comes
last n the list, his name is celtamly not the least in the 01011ous catalogue. Mr.
Montao‘u s sympathies with India have not been of a very recent date. Tam proud to
remember that he was a contemporary of my own in my student days at Cambnd,foe
{ cheers ) and even in those times his, sympathies with the canse of India ‘were well
.koow: Many a time he came down to our Indian majlis and lad spoken and tried to

| .,_undurstand the Indian. point of view. Qccasionally he spoke at the Cambridge Union

Society on the popular side on Indian questions whenever they came up for dicussion.
Weall knew at that time that a man of the intelligence and the eloquence of Mr.
Montagu was bound 1o rise high and our expectations were not unfulfilled. Yarly in the
- Parliament jn which the liberals came with a Jarge majority, Lord Morley . chose him as
. the Under Secretary of btabe for India after Lord Morley himself was transferred to the
House of Lords; and some of the speeches he made on the Indian budget are desenedly
“famous. Later on just before he took charge of the distinguished office of the Secretary
of State for India; Mr Montagu made a very " remarkablé speech in the Mesopotamia
* debate. That showed how his sympathies were excited by the vast millions of the 'peop]e
ot' this country. Perhaps Mr. Montagn being himself a member, if: not "of a depressed,
st least of a backward class in the United Kingcom, liad naturally a certain amount of
- sympathy for the people of backward and depre=sed nations; and therefore I Lelieve
*-Mr. Montagn felt a sympathy for the people-of this country w Lich could not bave been
- felt by other people belonging to the domineering section’ of- the pecple of England.
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Almost immediately after he assumed the reins of the office of Secretary of State for Thn,_ﬂ(?
India he came into Parliament with that famous declaration of August- 20th, 1917,  rvresize
which laid down for the first time the goai of responsible government for :the people
of India as the ultimate ideal of British rule in India. Mr. Montagu did not stop at laying
down this gosl. He immedistely began to take steps to go as far as possible near that
goal. He immediately came to India to ivvestigate the question on the spot andin
conjunction with the then Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford, he brought out that memorable
Mentagn Chelmsford Report on which our present scheme of reforms has been bawi.
Those who bappened to meet Mr. Montagu at that time have & lively repqllecﬁon,of his
deep interest, his profound knowledge of the Indian conditions, and. bis great sympathy
and interest in the cause of political advance of this country, -Perbaps scme of us may
. feel that if Mr. Montagu bad been on the scene a few years earlier and if .the reforms
could have ‘seen the light cnly two years earlier than they did, some of :the .troubles
that we are experiencing at present might probably have been avoided (hear, hear ), But
still as soon as Mr Montagu came on the scene he put his earpest hand to the piough snd

we know. that he bad to use a great amount of tact, statesmanship and devcted Jabour

in order to, carry his scheme through. This is pot the .occasion, - Sir, for- discussipg the
_question whether- the reforms could' have been carried cut in a different maunner; _but o

Mr. Montagu to the best of his ability investigated all possible .avenues of reforms. He.
studied the Congress League Scheme ina most sympathetic manner and rejected it simply

because he thought that at that time it was unwcikable; for, a5 a _practical statesmen, -,

he bad to take things as they were and to persuade a not, very sympathetic House of
Commons and a not very sympathetic bureancracy Lere, to grant reforms to this country. -

But being singleminded of purpose and also well supported by distingnished Indians

like Lord Sinha and many others of whom our distinguished president is ove ( cheers)

he carried ‘through this very important measure of Indian reforms in the Parliament,

and since that menasure was put on the statute book he has devotedly warked for. making

those reforms a success. He has been the originator, in fact, the father of these reforms
- and, in the earlier days at least, the kindly hand of thefather was necessary to raise those
-reforms to the full height of their possibilities. What these. reforros would lead to when

the sympathetic hand of their. originator has been removed lies: in - the :womb. of time.

Perhaps some people may feel that they already swell the reaction in the .air ‘under the .
unsympathetic guidance of the present ministry in - Parliament. -But I. don't - propose to .
speak on that point at this time, I would only say that if Mr. Montagu had beén allowed

to continue at the helm of affairs for a few years longer, ‘the progress of India in -the
direction chalked out by the’ reforms would have been more rapid than it would
otherwise be. G A '

-
A} “ . . dooo

Mr. Montigu, bowerer, was not satisfied with merely giving to India
internal reforms. I believe an almost equally great:serﬁce; of Mr. Montagu was to raise
the status of India in the British Empire, toraise it as an entity to an equal leve] with -
the " dominions. There is no doubt at all that after the ‘war when we fought shoulder to
sheulder with the dominions, India counts as an equal partoer in the British Empire;
- and it would not have been possible for anybody with a less far-sighted imagination to
give India this status. If one were to go into the internal ‘bistory, one might feel that
AMr. Montagu bad to use a great deal of tact and strategy to give India this power. The
present domiuion status of India is something to which the Britich cabinet woke up only
after it was an accomplished fact. They did not know it and if it had been put in black
and white just when it was going to be done, possibly India would: not bave attained
that status. But Mr. Montagu, an acute tactician that ke is, came forward before the
Cabinet " with a fait accompli and then there was no going back. These' are scme ¢f
the things for which India has to be grateful to Mr. Montagu; but there are'also a large
Jumber of other fuestions. e bave recently been reading the discussions of the
'nternatioual conference at Lausanne in which the Turkish question is on the higk road
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to solution. But well informed observers say that if Mr Montanru had had his w ay. about
eight ont“s ago, the acuteness of Turkish question®would not have been::so great as it
bas been. Smyrna wonld fot have been ‘a heap of ‘ashes” which ‘it now is, 1f on]y Mr.
Montagu's ‘policy had been followed. After eight months the Allies had to follow that
policy only after going through a great deal of sacrifice, baving had to yield far more
than Mr.. Montagu adwocated should be vielded at the proper time. Enghsh lnstory is
fall of instances in wlnch concessions long delayed have led, not to the concessicns being
permanently refased,: ‘but only to their bemo- granted in Jarger measures, Mr, ) Montagu's
statesm'mshxp is ‘seen i the -manner in Wlnch he ad: ocated the case of the Khilafat in

a way i which ‘it \vould be apprecmted by our Moslem brethren. A techmca] error

was found in the vsay Mr.-Montagu got the teleuvam from  the Government of India
published; but I think if Mr- Montagu did at all bebave in a spirit of indiscipline, which
I rather doubt,’ that spirit of indiscipline was justified by the result.’ Mr. Montagu’s
name will be forever enshrined in the affections of our people. Our people are knowu for
theu‘ gmtefulness and it is only on account of the Leated discussions about the reforms
that our people flave not adéquately shown "their: gratxtude to Mr 1\Iontagu I think
Tudia to a certain extent stands disgraced bv the way in whi¢h it failed to rice to the

- sapport of Mr. Montagu. We have lmd pubhc meetu,gs on' all ceeasions * for the most

trifling matters, but ina cause so great as this when India’s gratitude was to be shown
to the world, and when it -was to be’shown to the English people particularly, that the
whole of India was to 4-man behind - My: Montagu. 1 am sorry to say our country

failed in n Jarge measure. Eve the liberals failed 3 in that: duty. The liberals, as ‘I have

‘mientioned, ‘base their policy on a- belief in the good intentions of the wkole of the
British people. Mr Montagu, we feel, is the embodiment of those good intentions in the
‘in best possxble form and it is but right that - a - Liberal Conference like this should
express in most emphatic manner its sense of -appreciation of the devoted labonrs of
*Mr. Montagu. Gentlemen, T persorally might be regarded.in the office of a minister as a
creature par excellence of Mr. Montagu’s policy ( laughter?). But my words of gratitude

-on this occasion are not-from that w ell known saying that gratitude is a lively anticipation

.of the favours to come.. Mr. Montagu is no longer in power. Neither myself nor the
~Liberals expect today anything more from the hands of Mr. Montagu; but it is necessary
in order to keep our’ national self- -respect, if for nothing else, that we should not give
“up our great supporters and protagonists when they.are down. We know that a man
.of Mr. Montagu’s abilities will niever be for a Jong time down, . He .will rise with bis
energy to further heights. - We know his abﬂmes, bis . sympathy with theepoor, the
i helpless, and the backward is of the utmost keenness; and we -have full faith that Mr,
‘Montagu will rise and shine and that he hasa long career before lim. He is not a very
o'd man, he is onl) in the efuly forties at present; and ther efore he hasa long time still
“before him."* But e feel that in Mr. Montagu, British’ smtesmanshlp so far as it has
xeference to Indn has rxsen ‘to” s greqtest height. If we only knew of the internal
hxs«)ry of the reforms and could look st the correspondence of Mr. Montagu. with the
Govemment of Im]m, as we can now look ‘at the oonespor\deum ‘that passed between
“Lord \Irolev and the Gm. ernment of India, we would ‘comé to know a great many .
thmgs Wlnch are ag p1 esem; unknown 4o the public. But Judo'lllﬂ ‘from the effects
muc‘) we see, we' are certam thfxt Mr. Montwu s services to this country “have - been of
t‘Je most invaluable nature and Iam sure that the resolutlon thatI am propo sing before '
‘\ou wdl mcet with'} mur behrt; aoceptance (loud chcex s) '

T N o :

7 Mr.f RYG. Pradian’ (Nasik) :— Mr. Presxdent Bl()thEl‘ Deleoates, Ladxes
“and “Gentlemen, T *feel very. great pleasure indeed in secondinig the resolutior
~which has” been - pm[med by the Hon'ble  De. Paranjpe ‘with ® hig* usual ability and
eloquence. This- 1es)lut1ou is: really a vote of confidence in Mr. Montagu, an ex-
* pression of our apprecxanon of the remarkable - services ' he " has rendered to the
cause of the country, and an expression of our hope that he ‘will at no distant

f

- -
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date again find_ his. place in- the- ‘House . of ", Commons and cootinue bis. work on *

behalf of this country. Ever since the resignation of Mr, - Montagu tliejlpd_iall_'
Legislature and I believe every provincial legislature -passed resolutions expressing

their sense of appreciation of the excellent work that he hasbeen able todo

in the interests of this country. This is, I venture to tbink, a vnique 1nstance
in the history of the relations between Indian people aud t‘he Semtary. of State
for'Tndia. There has been a long line of Secretaries of State for India, some
of them very distioguished men who have left a wark on the history of Gre‘ai;
Dritain and also to some  extent upon the history of this country. .Butv_ no Se-
_cretary of State- has captured our hearts as Mr. Montagu h?S‘done. Not even
Lord Morley has been able to win our affections and our devotion to_the ,eftent of
which Mr. Montagu has succeeded in doing. Sir, what is the secret of this extra
ordinary hold upon our minds? Why is it that we feel that when he was
driven from office, the then Prime Minister ioflicted a cruel wrong, not upon
Mr. Montagu bimself, but also upon -the people of India? . Why, i.s . it.t'hat n
his defeat in the recent parliamentary elections, not only_Britisb liberalism but
Indian liberalism has received a serious reverse? Sir, the secret of that exira-
ordinary hold npon our minds lies in the fact that he bas iovariably acted on
the golden maxim, alas, too often forgotten by statesmen all over, the w?rld,
namely, do unto others as you wotld be done by.' Sir. some one ha_s said, T
believe it was General Gordon, .that the decisive test of statesmanship and parti-
calarly of statesmanship that bas to deal with alien peoples, isthis: how far it

aims at getting bebind men's skins aund realising- their hopes and joys, their

sufferings, their aspirations and their ambitions. I venture to think that Mr. Montagu’s
statesmanship was of this type, of this high character; and be instinctively rea-
lised the soul of India and understood the spirit of India. Ladies and Gentlemen
you will pardon me if I just refer to a personal reminscerice of that great
statesman. Ja 1919 I had an oceision to meet him in England and he was

good enough to give me a. long interview and condescended to discuss with me,

though a comparatively young and humble worker in the political field, .some of
"the most important political problems of India that were then agitating the mind
of ‘this country and also of England. Among the several questions he discussed
with me was the question of communal representation for the Marathas in the
Bombay Presidency. I represented to him that communal representation for the
Marathas should be granted subject. to two conditions: that there should bea -
special electorate of the Marathas but the candidate might belong to any caste
and that the special representation cf the maratha community should automatically

cense after a period of 10 years, He discussed the question with me and I was
extremely impressed by the easy sympathetic manner, the quick comprebension in
which he appreciated ;the point of view jof the marathas. Sir, the secret of Mr.

Montaga’s success as Secretary of State for India lies to my~ mind in this: as I
have said, he ‘fully understood the soul of India; and therefore he felt that llolfling
as he did the high office of the Secretary of State it was his duty to do all

he could to realise the ambitionsand the aspirations of this country. For several -

vears we bave been saying thatthe Indian Government should bea national govern-
ment. We have been saying that - thongh the personnel might be European,
might be alien, the spirit should be national. Well, Mr.’ Montagu embodied in -
himself th's national spirit of India (hear, hear); and it is in that spirit that he
worked for this country. Ladies and Gentlemen, it is a matter of satisfaction
that his failure to retain his seat at Cambridge has not daunted him and that
e has t:ken his defeat like a soldier in a sportsmanlike spirit; and that he is
still continuing to take interest in India and doing bie best to promote her

iuterest. You remember, that recently, probably a few days after the general .

G.R.
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' elections, he had occasion to spesk at Cambridge and in that speech he ex-
‘pressed a bope- that an Indian Smuts an Indlan Botha would soon arise and

would do his best to reconcile England and India and bring about a permanent
union between the two countries. Well, ladies and gentlemen. an Indian  Smuts
has alreaby risen  and it‘is no other than the Rt. Hon'ble Srinivasa Shastri,
the president of this Conference (cheers) whom we acclaim as the accredited and
trasted leader of the Liberal Party. But, Sir, ifit is the duty of the Indian
Smuats to-do his best to reconcile India and England, he has also every right
to expect that the advice he gives, and the: suacrestlons he makes wiJl be- accept~
ed anod I therefore - venture to hope and trust that the lead which the Rt.
Hon’ble Shrinivasa Sastri, the Indian General Smuts, has given in his beautiful
address delivered to us -yesterday, a lend which ‘he has given not only t>the
Liberal party and to the Indian people “but also to the British people and the
British cabinet, will be accepted and that his suggestions will be camried out by

* the present ministry. Sir, I don’t wish to taLe your time any longer. I feel

that in passing th1s resolution - we shall have done nothing more than our duty
aud with your permission I would - only*suggest one amendment which is of a
formal character, that the president should be authoused to telegraph this resolu-

. tion to Mr. Montagu. (cheers).

Lo

R S.. R. V. Mahagam (Akola) further supported the resolution in Marathi.

* 'The President: Ladies and (xentlemen, before putting this proposition for
}our acceptance, T will say in the first place that * with the consent of the Hon.
Paranjpe who moved this- proposmon, I am perfectly willing to cable the
message to the’ Rt. Howble Montagu as early as possible (cheers). Perbaps you
will allow me also to share with ~ you an element of rich  humour, fur-
nished in the course of the discussion by the speech of Mr. Pradban. Idare

say he was utterly unconscious of it (laughter) when he likened me to General

Smuts. Gentlemen, you all know that I have been blamed for rot going to
South Africa and I have an intention some. day if you will depute me to that -

“country. Apparently Mr. Pradhan is not of that opinion; he does not want me

to go, for itis perfectly clear that the English people there will not welcome me
and my appearing there as an Indian “General Smuts will not make me welcome

- to the Indian community either, seeing that my first encounter in 1921 at the

Tmperial Conference was with  General Smuts as the representative of South
Africa (laughter). To send me there in the capacity of an Indian General Smuts
would certainly be a lesson in practic&] humour, Gentlemen, I will now now
take your sense on this motxon [ The résolution was carried unanimously ]

SFLF-GOVEM\ME\T

‘Mr. N. M. 'Samarth M.L.A., (Bombay): Lhave the bonour to place before' you
a resolution of vital importance not only to ourselves but to the whole of- India. It
runs thus :

* This meeting of the All-India leerals earnestly urges upon the Secretary of

' State for India and the British Parliament the necessity of accelerating the pace for the

attainment of complete self-government and towards that end the taking of steps for
the immediate introduction of : (1) full responsible government in the provinces and -
(2) responsility in the central Government in all depaxtment except the - military,

_ political and foreign.”

Brother delegates, this is a resolution upon which our critics, mere especially our’
critics in England and Anglo-Indian critics in India, are apt to raise the. objection that

~we of the Liberal Party are askmcr the Goverument of India and the Brmsh Parliament
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to tear up by the roots a plant which is only of two years' growth. - That is ° the
objection which I have heard raised by an eminent member of Parliament with whom

I had conversation on the subject some months ago. Itold him that  analogies do mot . . .

help in the solution of any problem ; but if yeu want analogies 1 .WiJI say thﬁt this
plant of two years' growth has around it pebbles and uncongenial soil and all I want

to do is to remove those pebbles and uncongenial soil (cheers) so that the plant may

attain its full statare and not be stunted. To drop the analogy, I put it to him. thus :
* my justification for asking it is the experience that we bave l.md during the past two
years. Idon't say that diarchy was not justified under the circamstances under which
it was granted ; perhaps that was the only way to start us on the rroad. to ‘self-
government ; but the experience is that on account of this blend of rgsponsﬂ?ll}ty z.md
irresponsibility in the provincial government, there has been a crop of dxﬂlcultnes?
disabilities and disadvantages which were perhaps not anticipated at the time. For the
healthy growth of the plant it is necessary to remove these disabilities ard disadvanti}g.efs
and statesmanship lies in doing 5o now or taking steps at any rate which will result in
that contingency. o ' ’

Now what arc these difficulties ?. T confess I am not of those who have had *an
intimate knowledge of the inner working of the machinery of the Government. ' I am.
ouly a fly on one of those two wheels, one a decorated one and another a. big brass

wheel, which have been recently started and 1 have bad bardly any occasions to ‘come ’

into intimate contact with these wheels of Government machinery., But sometimes on
account of the requisition of some of the Committees I do get some sort of insight and
all I found is that it is a wonerful mechanism, a wonderfully curious mechinery. And
our critic tells us : “ you cannot afford to tamper withit in two years' time lest the
whole thing may come to a stand-still or there might be absolute set ‘buck.” + Well, I
agree with him. It is a wonderful machinery, curious and wonderful no doubt.
‘There are wheels within wheels (langhter) and sometimes” some wheels go one way,
while the other wheels go the other way (laughter). And what I further detected. was
that the inner wheels and the spokes of those wheels were made in Whitehall (laughter).
On closer examination I found that the whole thing is set in a steel frame (loud laughter),
a steel frame not of Jameshedpyy make but of Sheffield make ; snd there was a brass
plate attached to it on which the inscription ran somewhat like this: * This is a
wonderful mechanism.. The owner of this wonderful mechanism js the general tax-
payer of India (langhter). It is bis duty to supply the necessary oil, fat, white paint
and rose colour that may be necessary for its proper working and even its  decorations.
Bat he has no right to remove even a bit of that steel frame or any of the wheels, nor
has any right to prevent the highest authorities from adding. to the wheels,” . .Well,
I s1id, this is no doukt a wonderful mechanism and T want it to be improved by
importing into it something of Indian manafacture and remove some of the additional
wheels which have been put into it more or less for the purposes of decorations.

To drop the analogy, as I said at the ontset, there are certain difficulties which
have been found by experience. Speaking about the provincial government, the cne
thing that i3 needed is collective cabinet responsibility. As I said this blend of
responsibility  and irresponsibility cannot last long. It has already  been producing:

results which are far from satisfactory. Collective cabinet responsibility means collective -

financial responsibility so that the whole executive government and the whole provincial
government should be one body amenable to the House. Bnt the~ objection is raised.
*“That means that you want to do away with the prospects of the Civil Service, At
present the goal of some of the ablest men of that Service is to be members of the
Executive Council and you want to do away with that.”  Well, my positior is -this ¢
I say that it is not right to say that full responsible governmert in the provinces means’
necessarily doing away with the civilian members of the cxecutive government. Al
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N3L T say is.that civilians or non-gfficial Indlans who are .appointed to be members of the
Samarath
< a.t Execntive Council ‘should, along with the migisters, be responsxble to the house in the
© sense that their silaries shall be placed on the’ estxmate. If a civilian at present is a
member of the Execative Council he knows very well that whatever he says or does, does
not matter because his salary is not on the estimate. The house has no power to move ‘a
vote of want of confidence in him. “But if he is made amenable to the House, as the
Se"xetary of State has latterly been made smenable to the Parliament by having his
- salary placed on the British estimates, then the advantage of it will be that the civ Lhan
member of the Execative Government will always see that he bas to be responsible to
the House, and that the policy that he proposes and the measures that he brings forward
‘must be sach as will uccelerate the pace of parliamentary government in the province
- and as will be of benefit to the-people at large; and that he cannot afford to take up the
present position of isolation and, if 1 may be permitted to say so,in some cases of
detachment from the sympathies of the House. Well then, they say : how will it work?
To my mind there is no difficulty in working such a system. The advantage ,of it will
be this: althongh the civilian member, say for instance the finance member, may be in
charge of the home departmeut as it is called, still his department will be worked in such
- way, tha.t it will earry the majority of the House at any rate withit. And so far as the
ad;ustment of the finances is concerned, as the whole cabinet will be by itself responsible
to the House, the distinction of reserved and transferred subjects will cease to exist and
-they will mutually adjust the e*cpendxtme ot each department in such a way that there
will be no starving of the departments in. charge of ‘the ministers. That is the idea,
which T think ‘is very feasible and there is no need to take an alarmist view of the
situation when we of ‘the Liberal Party ask that there should be fall responsible
'government in the provmcnl legislatures.

Now [ will passon to the second part of the resolution, responsibility in the
central govemment but before doing that, T want to point out one important thing.
Originally, as you remember, in the Montarru Chelmsford Report we were assured that

 although we started with diarchy, there was a scheme by which a sure and regular step

towards complete responsible government will be taken and one of “the guarantees was

that at the end of five yearsit will be open to the provincial legislatyres to make an
application to the Government of India asking for some wore dep;u tments to be added

S to the transferred list. Thereupon the Government of India were to report to the
‘ Secretary of State, the matter was to be investigated and the list added to. As you
will remember we made-a poiat about it before the Joint Parliamentary Committee as
we were very keenon .it. The Southborough Committee had differences regarding
the veserved and transferred subjects and in Bombay, for instance, land revenue was
proposed to be a transferred subject by three Indian members of the Southborough
Committee. We lost it by a vote. Now at that time the three Indian members
vyielded apparently on the ground that it was merely a matter of five years-and that
after five years land revenue .would be transferred on the application of the local
government or the local legislature to the transferred list. We said that five” years is
a necessary period at the end of which this regular and sare process will take place.
“Th: Government of India at that time opposed the five years period on the ground
that there must be a very long period which must elapse before another step is taken.

. But [ have reason t believe, havmrr regard to what Sir William Vincent said in the
. Legidative Assomblv, that the Govemment of India have chunged that idea, at any rate
" tbey moved an amendment to the resolution which was moved by Mr. Muzumdar that
“ in the opinion of this House the ten years’ pariod is too long a period.”  That is to
sy, they have come back to the idea that at the end of a loncr period the demands that
will be made are likely to be imore radical than they would be if they are granted Lefore

. that poriod.  That then is my justification for asking for full responsible government.
in the proviness. Bt if you want it in a few words you will find it in the there

~
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placards here. - One is “ India wants ordered progress”, a’no.tberi is -*Liberalism’ i§ . the
only way to Swaraj” and the third and the most important is. * Gecod Goverflment' is ro
substitate for self-Government ” (cheers). If you want ordered pregress, if you -want
to take with you the educated and thinking people wko Fave thrown their lot with the
reforms and are trying, according to their lights, to do their Lest in making .them a
success, if you don’t want to reinforce the forces of disorders, if you really tbmk'-‘tba.t-. .
Swaraj can be and should be attained by a regular process of evolution, then the ‘only
way todo it is to take the advice which is given by men, like our distinguished President,
namely, that conservative pessimism is of no use, that you must take the time by forelock -
and make a progress in the direction of full responsible government. o ‘

N.AM. -
Samarath

Coming now to the Central Government, everybcdy krows that the position .
there is very anomalous. The experience of the past two years bas shown that the -
Government is in a hopeless minority. There is an overwhelming elected .majority in
the Legislative Assembly and with the non-official ncminated members added to it, it
becomes still more overwhelming. Every time the Government is in such a hopeless
position as to ask itself on which side will be the majority of the ele_cted members, what
way will they vote ? They have to consult the exigencies of the moment and . bring
forward resolutions’ accordingly. * They are not sure that they will be supported ;

- therefore they cannot take any definite attitude. Of courte, so far as we members of
the Legislative Assembly are concerned, we have tried to discharge our responsibilities
with due regard to the public welfare. We have made no secret of the fact that.if the -
Government takes up an unreasonable attitude we shall vote :gainst and defeat the
Government. We have also made no secret of the fact that if any sectionof the Honse
takes an unreasonable attitude we shall vote with the Government and. defeat that’

~ section, as we have done in some cases. That however.is- the "position of the -

~ Government and we say that that position cannot last long. There must be in. the ,
- Central Government, excepting the departments, militery, political and foreign, members .
in charge of portfolios who will'be responsible to the House. Here.-again speaking
personally, as I said there is no objection to members of the Civil Service being in the .
cabinet ; only let their salaries be placed on the estimates. Let us have alever in' our
hands to make them turn to our side.and threaten them that we shall deduct their~ - -
sJary by a rupee if in any way a wrong is done by them (laughter). = That then is, the
situation in the Central Government and I think the culy way in which we csn get” out
of it is by asking for a Commission from the DParliament authorised to'go:into this
question and to repert to the Farliament.. There is rothing 1o prevent a Ccremissicn  of
that type coming before ten years, As you know Section 84 (a) of the Government of
India Act only lays down that at the end of ten years there skall Le a' Ccmmission.
That means that it is made obligatory by the Statute that at the end of the ten years
after-the passing of the Government of India Act of 1919 the. Sceretary of -State with
tke concurrence of both the House of Parliament shall submit for tke approval «f His
Majesty the names of persons who are to act on such a .Commission. That does not .
however mean that it is not permissive for the Parliament to- send before ten years a ‘
Commission of that kind ; and this point was made quite clear at the time of - the seccnd

. reading of the Government of India Bill by Mr. Montagu. We only .ask: Jet a
Commission come innediately, Even if the Commission ‘were' to come immediately,
it will take a couple of years befcre their Repert gees to the Govercment cof India, to
the, Secretary of State for India and to the Joint Parliamentary Committee. Immediate .
steps should therefore be taken to send a Commission which will ingpire from the =
ministers who Lave had experience of working the transferred de_}‘artmcnts Lew far the
machite has satisfied its expectations, what are- its defects and “what can bé done to
remedy them. And the chief thing that should be done is to biing alout.a joint and
collective cabinet responsibility, a financial partnership in which ‘there  will be. go
bifurcation of responsibility.  Well, if a Commission is appointed as we want, then [ .

-
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do think that a case can be made out for granting full responsible government in the
sense in which I bave outlined it to the provinces and for granting in the central
government responsibility which we ask for in accordance with this resolution.

I will say only one word as to what we mean by - omitting for the presénf

- military, foreign and political dgpartments. When we say we want responsibility in

the Central Government except in these departments, we don’t mean to say that the

' e‘tpendxture on these departments shall not be made votable ; all that the resolution
. says is that the salaries of the men in charge of these departments, the Commander-i -in-

chief, for instance, shall not be placed on our estimates.

I don't thiuk it is necessary for me to say anything more in support of thxs

resolution ; 1 hope you will pass it with acclamation (cheers).

Sir Blpm Krishna Bose, Kt.. who onlrising to second the resolution vas Joudly

'cheered said :—

“ Sir, I rise in response to )our call to second the resolation just moved; but
I feel that T am in a somewhat unfortunate position. Most unkindly as I think my
friend the mover has said all that could reasonably be said in support of this resolution
and there is hardly anything for me to add. In these circumstances, however, having .
been called upon to say eomethmg, I will, with your kind permission, state as briefly as

I may, some of the leading landmarks in the history of this important subject. Thirty-

four years ago, exactly th'u't-y four years ago this day I cap almost say, when I +as a
young man I attended that historic session of the Congress at Allahabad in the year
1888 with Pandit Ajodianath as the Chairman of the Reception Committee and Mr.
Yule as the President.  Just theh Lord Dufferin, in the congeniel atmosphere of the
St. Andrews Dinner, surrounded by his sympathetic countrymen, had fulminated to his

* fullest in a tirade agaiust the Congress He had chosen to desaribe the 2im of the.

Congress to be to mtroduce in India full responsible government under which the power
of the purse shall be entirely in the bands of the representatives of fhe people and
throuoh the instrumentalify of this power the representatives of the people will bring
under their complete subjection the bureaucratic British rulers of this country. It fell
to K. T. Telang (cheers) to move the resolution of the Congress regarding the Reform
and the extexision of the Indian Legislative Council and what do you think he said ?
He said Lord Dufferin’s description of the ideal of the Congress was as true as the well

“known descrlptlon aiven cf a crab that it is a red fish “hu,h walks backwards, and the
- ¢rab, as everyone knows, is neither a fish nor is ‘it red, nor does it walk backwards.

Now just see, gentlemen, how far we have progressed since then. What one of the great

leaders of the then Congress described as a travesty of the aims and objects of the

Congress will now be found embodied in the Jegislative measure which has been placed
o the Statute Book by the countrymen of Lord Dufferin himselt (cheers). That is by
the way. It took more than twenty years for this demand to be repeated year after
yedr before we conld see efen the least sign of the fruition of our hopes and how it
came along has been described in graphlc detail by the’authors of the new reforms.

- That most unfortunate of government measures, the Bengal partition, evoked in the

country a wave of dissatisfaction which it would be impossible for one who has not

~ witnessed it to vivify before his mind. Lord Morley has told us that he was pressed

time sfter time to introduce repression of the worst possible kind in order to find a
remedy for the agitation which was started. Now so far as the people themselves were
concerned, when they found that the thousand and one meetings protesting against “this

" unfortunate measure went for nothmg that no redress was fortboormn«r, and that even
radical statesmen like Lord Morley said that the settled fact could not be unsettled, they

began to despair and then came that most unfortunate incident in the history of the

. Benual political agitation, the advent of the anarchist. The deluded and I had almost
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| v the of this socalled
aaid, the half demented youths of Bengal, when they saw the result of thi
cons’titutional agitation, turned to anarchism and Lord Morley bas told us distinctly and

clearly in the pages of his Recollections that it was whefx. .he saw this great (?anger to_;
Government that he made up his mind in spite of all opposition from varjous’quarters".

to introduce the new reforms. The new reforms therefore came, 1 had almost said
because of the bomb; and when they did come, they were aoclmm_ed throu_ghout &e
conntry with the bighest approbation except in respect of one or £Wo items which I need
not mention. We of the  Central Provinces and Berar had  the good fox:tune to
participate in the benefits of that great and beneficial raeasure. In 1913, our first
Local Administration was inaugurated in accgrdance with the provisions of_. the new
reforms. 1 had the honour to be a member cf this. Ccuncil throngkout its Lfe which
“extended over a period of six years and I can conscientiously and.honestly say that mo
legislature in the wkole of India did such excellent work for the geod of the. people as
this new Ccundil did (ckeers). Most important measures affecting tbe‘:well being of the
people, settling the thorny and intricate questions relating to Janded interests a'and' the
cultivtor’s interests, end various cther matters, were passed by this ‘Coupcﬂ.. The
volume of work Eoth legiclative and administrative which passcd through this Cquncﬂ,
was such as could ke claimed as a trivoph and justificaticn of the new reforms. 'Ho.w
‘was this result, I say, amived at?" It was because of the ;good will
and harmony and hearty “co-cperation between officials and non-officials. T_here
is no reascn why cfficials and non-officials, if they are animated by one single
desire to corpass the good of the country, shculd not work in -~ harmony; .that was th.e
principle the officials and the representatives cf the pecple who went to the Councut
placed before themselves, and knowing of this salutary principle, 1 say, we were able
tn turn out the volume of wark of which any legislature might well ke proud. Now
after these reforms bad been in existence for three or four years, came all of a sudden,
almost with dramatic suddenness, the titanic war. Tbe wkole of the British. Empire
rallied to the standard of Britsinto suport her cause of righteousness, India joined
whole-heartedly in the universal rally. Indian trcops, sent frem India, trampling over

the blood-stained fields of Flanders, laying down their lives far away from -their bearths
" and homes in defence of Republican France and Christisn Belgium was a spectade

never before witnessed in the history cf naticns (kear, bear) and very naturally and

rightly- it touched the hearts of the British people. And wbat was tte result ? The
Tesult was the historic preclamation of August 20th,  India was stired fo its uter-
most depths by the great ideals which this great war threw out, - The whole nation was
pulsating with aspirations and kopes which were entitely cut «f tke adinmy mn
ideals and aspiraticns.  The great idesls of naticpalism and self-deteymination were
agitating the popular mind from one end cf the ccuntry to the other. It was a great
feat of statesmenship that at this juncture tke Pritish statermen 1cxe to the Feight of
the occasion and gave us what was our birth-right, at all events the first instalment of
“it.  And berein lies the secret, the crigin, the genesis of tke refcims under which we are
now working.  These refoims bave been in duraticn, as kas keen said by my friend,
only for two years; but 1 submit to tLose in whem our destinies lie 1hat that time has
been enough to convince a reasonable mind that we can.be trusted to shoulder.our
responsibilities in a manner best coniducive to the gced of cur country (cheers). I have
no experience of outsjde legislatures. My experience is confined to the work that has
been carried on by our local legislature and I can Lenestly fay that the members who
have come to our legislature are animated by- cne singleminded desire tv do wkhat is
‘best in the interests of the country (hear, hear) ; and Ism most happy to say that the
attitude, the demeanour and the conduct of the cfficials has been everything that could
be desired. I am well aware thas thisisin a great measure due to the attitude and
sympathy of the head of our Administration (8ir Frank Sly) (cheers). Whatever may
be the inner workings of the official mind, the fact remains that we are a most bappy
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family in the Central - Provinces (hear hear).- We- ‘have bad our differences; it: i
[impossible in human pature that we ‘should not have. differences when - different mind:

come togetherin public questions; but our differences have never been of an acut
cbaracter have never marred the harmony of our proceedings’ or prevented us “fron
acting in co-operation when the interests of the conntry demanded such co—operatlon. Anc
the result has been, so far at all -events I can say, .w ithout the least hesitation anc
without any fear of contradiction, that the refmms <o far as they kave gone bhave beex
a suceess (hear, hear). I claim that measure of success which it is possible to attain
under its limited powers and responsibilities, I sublmt therefore that we have established
and well established a claim for further advance.,

- -

T have been speaking long' of our own provincial legislature bemuse my
eﬁpenence has’been confined to it § but although I bave ro pereonal knowledge of what
'is taking place in_other parts of the country, 1 have read what is said about them in the
‘newspapers and all competent and imy artial judges seem to be agreed that tke members
of the new leglslatm es have blought to bear in tbe dx*c}warge of tl*en' respensibilities and
"dutles an amount of eelf restraint, moderation'and reasonableness which fully justifiet
the coufidence that was reposed in them and_ fulfilled - the expectation with which the
vnew reforins were' introduced.” If that is so, if that is the sitvaticn to-day, I for cue,
altbouu}l all my Tife T have been wkhat has been called a mederate, can see o reagon
why a “Further step forward should not be granted (cheers). Ifthe past is to be any
guide for the future, there is ‘lbco]utel} no reason to fear that the { utme mll be
other“ tse than “hqt it has, been in the past.

There i is another aspect to the question. We all know that a new force has
been generated in the, country, a very great volume.of pubuc opinicn has been created
throughout the length and breadth of the country which aims at tke ccmplete and full
destructlon of the present machinery of the government. 1 have no desire to ]udnre of
my countrymen in this matter, They know their duty, they know better what is best

for the country than Ican pretend to do.- I have no right to judge them, they act
;acomdmg to their own lights. But T wish to emphasize that these.new forces, that this
New spirit that has been generated in the country will result if allowed to run its course
o what I cannot but call & revolution, Whether a.revolution will be good for the
country or will land us in anareliy, chaos and canfusion I don’t for the present discuss.
" I merely point.out to you the indubitable fact that sowe of the best brains in the country,

men whose honesty and patriotisin we kave no ucrht to question, have enlisted themselves
under. the, banner of non-cooperation and their doctrmes are permeating the country

,thmuorhout its lencrth and bleadth There is a great danger in that, at least from the
.point of view of those who are for orderly constitutional progress step.  Whether they

are right or -we are rwht I don t-for the present discuss or decide; but there is a grave

- danger t the whole of. the plesent government machiner y being uprooted and turned
~upside down. . If we think, if our rnlers think, that this is a contingency which ouaght ta- -
- be provided against, let us try aud find ont how this is to be brought about. Reples‘uon

will probably occur to most men as a best method for meeting t}us new danger. But

-Iepression, as _Lord Mox]ey has ‘said in Lis Recollccttons, is no remedy fora
[evmanent, abiding, constuutmnal dlscontent running tlnouoh the inner minds of the

people and permefmno' the whole country. You ' may repress twenty people, you may
repress a thousand people, but you cannot repress thirty millions of people (cheers)

 Therefore some remedy more effectual and abiding has to be thought of by men who
“have the true welfare of Iudia at heart and who w ish for Dr itish connection to be-
- maintained for all time to come as equal partoers in' the great Commonwealth. What
"is that romed)? In'my humble. judgment, in all humiiity, it lies in extending the present
“reforms so as to usher in full responqble government- (cheers). Why I say soIwill

explain in as few words as I car, Thave already t'xLen a long time (cries of go ofl,

20 on)
]
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tesponsibility ai:d power divorced frcm cne another can never be 3 permanent

abiding force in the country. It may with mutual good-will, mutual co-operaﬁqfl,
mutusl forbearance work for a while; but it can never last. forever. A time will
come, some day or other, when there will be fricticn, that friction will generate heat
and that heat will create a conflagraticn in the wlole countiy (Javghter and cheers).
Therefore I eay don't divorce pbwer from responsibility. ‘Join them together; and if
you do "that, if you join power and responsibility, then those wko are in power and
those who are responsible “will think twice before they lend themselves to any fauts stical
~ wild dreams and wild projects of wrecking the ' present GGovernment(bear, hear). A

~
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rood many of “those who belong to the opposite camp ~are new agitating for -

entering the councils, with a view not to work it to success but to wreck itand -

by wrecking the councils they wish to create deadlocks and to bring back chaos

and anarchy which ran : supreme before the advent of the British, Now what is the

proper remedy for an attempt of that kind, for a mentality of that type? T
humbly say, give them responsibility with power, make them feel responsible fcr
the administration of the country; make them feel that for every wrong. that
they commit, for everything that they do, the responsibility - will be theirs.” If

then you join responsibility and power together so as to make them inseparable

and so 8sto make them centred in the same body of people, it is impossible for

them, if they have any regard for their country, that they will wreck the

machinery of the government and bring back the reign of choas and anarchy (cheers),"

Therefore I say to those who are for breaking " this huge rﬁdpstgr that is appearing
kefore us: if you. want to bring about’ peace and harmony and - co-operation
between classes and classes, communities and ‘communities, give the country full
_ responsible government, of course with due - safe-guards. 1 .don't’ mean 'td'sg'y that
the British people should retive and be merely lookers on. - By no means. ~They
are still responsible for the good of the country, for the maintenance of .law and
order; and even if we are given responsibility, for a long time:to’ come the
ultimate responsibility will rest with the British Parliament and in" order that the
Pritish Parliament may fulfill its obligations there must be some safegnards. But
barring these constitutional sufeguards, -give those who live in the country, who

call India their motherland, full responsible government and make i:hcm the rulers

in their own land. Make them responsible for their Q“'n‘d‘est'gllj". It ‘yéu do that
then all this present froth, this present excitement, discontent and resentment,
against the ruling powers will disappear and mutual good-will will sccn prevail.
Herein then, I say, lies the genesis and the justification of the resolution moved
by my friend’ Mr." Samarth (loud and prolonged cheers). - L

Mr. M. R. Aiyangar, w.1.a (Sivaganga) very briefly supported the re-
solution. ~ . I L
Pandit Gokarnanath Misra in further supporting' the resolution in Hindi eaid

that in the Congress League Scheme they never bad demanded a svstem cf dyaf-
chical Government in the provinces but had asked for complete i)rovir;cial auténonif.
However if diarchy was introduced merely in order to test their capacity for self-
- government, sufficient procf of their capacity had been given. The 'Ministcrs
had in all the provinces managed their departmenls well and ably, Such proof
having been given it was but only fair and proper that complete responsible
government should be introduced in the provinces. He also pointed out that if
the government accepted the advice given by the Liberals and granted complete
responsible government in the provinces—non co-operation movement would éo'away
to a great extent. The non-co-operators said that they wanted “Swaraj”?cr their
country but had never defined what it meant. They the Liberals, if their demand
was accepted, could definitely point ot to the people the Swaraj” which they

Mr. M. D. |
Aiyangar,

Pandit
Gokarna-
rath Mitra
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had- obtained by constitutional Inears, and he' felt * sire that the Eelcctors would

appreciate that position. If the Govesoment - was - anxions to lu]l the non-coopera-
tion movement they could onlydo so by making “suitable concessions at the proper

‘time. ."The time had come when he felt ~that complete responsible governmient

should - be- introduced in the provmces and "responsibility * should be - introduced ; in
the Central Government. He also exhorted the hberals to go forwatd among the
Elecborates and to make that demand an election cry ‘and if they were retumed,

_in large numbers to the provincia] Councils: and to ‘the Le«mlatne Assemblx,

that- dem'md was sure to be conceded

3

‘\Ir. M D Altekal (Bombay) fmthm‘ supported the 1e=olut10n in Marrthx.

I‘he Presndent ~= This resolution, - pelllaps the most important on our raper‘

' _hds- been duly proposed, seconded and supported . Whatever mey- be said agsinst

it, nobody can say that we have ‘passed - it ‘in too brief a time or vuthout a

‘tboroué,h discussion. In particular, the Federation may congratulate itself that in

- any charges of rashness or extravagance that may be brought against us,.we may

shield ourselves behind the ripe - experience, the mature Judoment and cautious
stfitesmanshlp of -Sir Bepin Krishna Bose, I now take your vote on the resolution,

- The resolution was passed by an overwhelmmtr majority, only seven dissenting.

The Presxdent -1 wxsh beforeh'md to say ‘that it is my intention to ask
the Sublects Committée to meet here from 3 to 4-30 p- m. in order to dispose

-of tomorrow’s, business. In order to be able to do that I shall request the

speakers on this’ resolution+ to finish by 2-30 so that there may be hdlt an

: hours rest: before the Subjects Commlttee meets.

I‘IDIA‘IISATIO\' Or Tue Arwmy.

Mr B. S kamat M. L. A. (Poona) moved the follo\unor resolution: —

* This meeting of All-India Liberals 1e0‘ards with the grvest concern the
delay in the inauguration of the plans for the Indianisation of the officer ranks

in the Indian Army, -for the reduction of the British element and for the intro-

' duction’ of other improvements and economies recommended by the Military Require-
: ments Committee’ of the Indian - Legislative Assembly, and regardsit as a crucial

/

test &f the sincerity of the autbom;ws regardmrr India’s Domlmon status and sees

‘no way except through - drastic retrenchment vnder this Lead of the country’s:

regaining financial . ethbnum and calls upon the British Cabinet and the Army
Council to restore by speedy action the confidence of the people of India in the
often repeated promises to grant foll reeponczble Government to India.”

\Il Kamat said ‘—-\\Ir. President, Brother delegates and gentlemen, I must

'thzmx the president for bringing down his ¥xe cn this re°0]ut16n and indirectly therefere

on the duration of my speech. 1 am thankful to him because I was not™ quite prepared
with the details and statistics about this question. I shall therefore deal very briefly

- with' this resolution. Now the question of Army Reform is; next after ]novmcml

autonomy and constitutional advance, to my mind the most 1mportfmt; resolution on the

~ agenda, for I regard that if we have real swaraj at all, that swaraj will only depend on
* military swaraj. If India is to rise to the same level as any first class nation, e. g,

Japan, the two things which I value most are industrial swaraj and military swaraj as
complements to our “constitutional swaraj. That being the importance of the- subject,
I shall engage your attention with reference to this subject only to one or two vital

"points.  The whole question falls into two categories, frstly, what we demand of "the-

government is the reduction of military expendxture and the second category of this
question is the rapid Indianization of the Army. Now with reference to the first aspect
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f the question about the’ reduction of ‘the military expenditure, * the- Legislative
Asserbly, since the time it csme into existence bas been activfa' o varlous~pro.b!ems |
‘about army reforms, -~ With referenoe to the - recommerdations - of the .l\hhtary
TRequirements Committee last year, the Legislative Asserobly famulated cur ‘po_hc! and
our demands on the questicn of aimies. Now wkat we want in tke ‘ﬁxst plece is t.the
reduction, if porsible, of the British element in the aimy. Atthe present: mecment * the,
étrength of the British element is scmething like 70,C00 pecple andrtlte fstrcpgﬂ;‘ of tle
Indian soldiers is about 2,20,000. *That is to say the Britich element ,. sterCs: to '.the
Indian element in the preporticnef 1 to 3. This is we- think an excessive ’Propcrtxoq.-
There was at cne time a similar Cerwmissicn and that| Cormission _Iai.g»-"dmm‘ : t}:e
proportion as 1:2. Then the British element is extremely ccetly. * Tte Indian- soldier
costs to us semerking Jike Re. 5C0 per annum, while the Pritish- coldier ccsts*to: t.be‘
.country ecmetling like Re.-2,(C0 ard evep more, so that tte ccst cf . tke ritish coldier |
is four times that cf the Indian scldier. The cest of the Britich cficers is still greater.
The total cost of the Britich element is dispreporticnstely great o far as the taxing
capacity and the rescurces of the country are concerned. Now we Lave. keen, to!d__‘t.ljgt
the Indian army is a part, os it were, of the Imperial defence and. tke A"ger&eﬁra], folicy
‘and the strength of the Atmy Las to be Jaid down by the-Government of India ._ba.nd ‘._ﬂ]e
Commander-in-Chicf, not alcne, butin consultation with the War Cffice “in" ¥ ng]and
because they have to co-operate in Imperial defence.  Now as a matter cf principle it
way be good from the point of view of the Fiopire but so far as: the resources of the
country are concsrned, I believe the Indian smy must be suppceed to. ke fer . Indian
defence and if we w:nt to extend the aimy as a Jinked chain for the Irperial defence‘, :
I think, the Empire and the British Cabinet stouid” bear the. additicnal expenses. 'In
any case the policy as to how much we shall maintain as our army ought not te be
laid down or dictated by the War Cffice and the Government and the .Commgnder-in-
Chief must be masters of themselves in their own houses. ‘ ‘

e lh. B. &
Hamal.

Well, so far as the questicn of the Indianisaticn ¢f the Army is concerned, we
have been pressing on the Government of India tkat there onght to be more Indian
element in the Commission ranks. 1 am not going to give ycir a leng list of statisties
but I may tell you for your interesting informaticn that ro far as the last two or’ three
years are concerned, the Goverrment of Iudia have been making-frequent promises that
the army would bhe [ndianised as fast as they peesibly could do so. In 1919 scrething
like 16 permanent King’s Commission were offered to the Indians. In 1920 the Kirg’s
Cemmission granted to Indians were cnly 2 end in 1921 tke permazent King’s . Cormi-
ssions granted to the Indians were only 7. Possibly this year they tave granted a few
more.  That will show you, gentlemen, that the pace at which they are offering the
King's Commissions'to the Indians, is indeed a very slow pace for the country. If as
they tell us our progress towards our military swaraj-must proceed puri rassu with
constitutiona] udvance, then I think we have every right to demand that the Indianisaticn
of the army should Le more rapid. In his speech to tke Legidative Assembly, His
Yxcellency the Viceroy was pleased to say that bis government was making every eflort.
to Indianise the aamy but he regretted to say very few suitable candidates come
forward for the cadetship. Now asa matter of fact there must be scme difficulties
in‘the way. There are a number of martial races in the country which came to the
rescue of the British Govt. and it séunds rather strange that there slculd not ccme
forward in large numbers suitable candidates for military careers in India. [ have
looked into the figures and there were no lessthan 141 applications frcm Indians for
military careers; and out of them Government chose something like 29 candidates for
cadetship. Now that means that the test the Government h:ve laid down myst be very
rigid and if we must have rapid Inlianisation, we must look into the tests laid down

by the Government of India and the Ccmmander-in-Clief for enitability for militury
«careers, ' o
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Vell, last year a = Military - Bequu'ements Committee was pppomted in the
Lcm«]ame Assembly and the report of that (}omnnttee was sent to the Brmeh Go\'em-
ment anda small sub-(}ommxmee wag appmnted 1 Engmnd in order to conchel ghe
Teport of tlns (bmmlttee‘ We have been thmkmg that the Gow ernment. of Indla. have
taken a long time indeed to oogltate over the. report of tlns Comm).ttec We underctanu
¢hat in .,eptember Jast a pommumcnthon has bﬁen receiy red from the British Gov emmen,t.
indicating fhe views of the Se etary of State for India" and the War Office. That
commumcat;ml ‘has not. yet been pubhshed 1 heheve the whole oonntr) feels a sort of

' gra\e concern and glarm \\’n) tlns pubhamon 1s lnemo retaxde(‘ to such a great extent.

it isa vital question and jf 3s the dtuy of every }lbeu)ul to call upon the (rOVemment
of India to publish this- commupication and disclose to the world their plans for tlw

.....

lndlamsauon of 1 the Army
There is only one more quectnou to which I would )1Le to refer and that is about

~ the Terrltor‘ial forrces. Now the Government of India ba\e pasqed an Act and it i is open
1o the Indlan people, if they wish, 'to Join the’ army ‘with & view to rendsr militar y service

ior the defence 0 their country Now the Government of Indxa are, accmdlr}o' to them-

: selveS, Pus}nnu on the \\oxk of the Temtonal forces, but even with all the attracuons

w!nch are oifered the status, the raoL and the regu]ahons about clothing etc; in tbe .
'Terntoml Iorces are comethmg which requn'e looking fato. For, in last yerar, msplte of
every effort In every pmvmce, there has’ been a total strength of only 10,000 in the
whole of India. -Now I must aﬂmxh that there is a little bit of reluctanve on the part
of ;he mlddle classes amongst us to gom the Temtonal forces. There must be reasons
on tbe other hfmd so° ffu' as ‘the terms accorded to the Pcople are ooncerned W hy tbe)
do uot come forw ard l:Q Jom the Ten 1toml forces. But just as we have found faulg
with the (rover;nment for not ra ’Fdly Indmnﬁmg the’ Arm), I fee] it my duty to urge
my countrymen to join the erritorial forces and be as it were readx to defeuce our

country when we get our sw araJ (hear hear ).

Ladies and Gent]emen, as we have to finish by 2. 50, I do not think I ‘should
extend my remarks any further. I commend this resolntion for your acceptance (cheers)
Principal K. R Kanitkar (Poona) in secondmo the resolation said:- | am not going to
.refer to the two aspects explained to you by the mover of this proposition. The first

- aspect is the retrenchment aspect of it. He has made it clear to you that the Indianis-

ation of the army is absolutely necessary on account of the expenditure.. I am not
prepared fo lay much stress on it. It may be found necessary later on that in order to
to'accomplish the Indianisation, more expend;ture may be likely to be incurred. But
leaving that aside for the moment I want to just explain to you how the Government
of Indla and the British Parliament should take steps in order to make the profession
of army popular amongst our people. At present, the I D. F and Indian Territorial
Forces have been oro'amzed recently but a difficalty grose in the granting of the
~Commission. Our yonngmen who were prepared to enter the army, especially the
Indian Territorial I‘orces, are not granted the King’s Cammissions and 4 way has been
found out that instead of the King’s Commissions tbey may be granted the Viceroy's
Commissions, so that there is some mfenorlt) left attached to the Commissions which are
given to our youngmen.: The result is that youngen taking education in the diffefent

‘ mﬂe«es are not prepared to inter the L T. F. as readily as they would otherwise do. T

therefore wish that tbis difference should be removed as early as p0551b1e. Secondly,
more military colleo'es ought to be opened in different parts of the country in order to
indace our youngmen to get a chance of defending their country. Well, the moral a=pect
of the Iudmn Territorial defence or the second lme of defence is far- reqchmw than is
apparent on the surface. * Young men, educated youngmen, are not induced to join the
regolir army because they donot realise what the defence of the country means to
ﬂmm. If the Indian Territorial Force is made popular by proper mears, then in every
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home there will rise a_desire to send the youngmen to join the regular army agwell gs Pl'{.mcllzpa’l ‘
L' T. Force. Now this js the morsl aspect and this moral obligation would create - Kanitkar -
amon gst us a sense of responsibility which is at the basis of sqlfjg.wer'gmeptv and 1‘hl¢‘1je:.f_,(")x:e
I venture to say that the Government and those that are respcnsible for army organisaticn
shotld take early steps to make the L T. F as pepular us porsible.” I do pot think T need
add any farther but I cannot conclude without r‘efelrin'.g tos senterce _quqtqﬂ by crr.
president yesterday. Mr Montagu is reported to kave ’sa1f]= “To rct Cuny to zlfdlﬂff}f_- -
government because she connot take her proper share in Ler own d‘?f‘?m‘{ﬁ!‘d tbeix_l. |
deny to ber people the opportunity of learning to defend themeelves”. T Lope tkat this 7
opportunity will not be denied to us and that early steps will be daken to Tndianise the -

: : . " oo i .« oA
army and to give the Indian people more opportunities to defend *their country.
- s \ 27 . . Co . TS R

(cheers) - ) | _ o .
Mr. A. P. Sen (U. P.)in supporting the resolution ssid:im . = Mr ge.’-]P.

Mr. -President, Ladies and Gentlemen, As I bave to observe military dis-

cipline and to .cbey the command of the Chair, I shall with cnly cne séntence

support this resolution %nd I shall- do so with all earncstness. I shall cnly say

this that a nation that cannot command. her ‘army cannot demand ber rights

- (hear, hear). . We “therefore: claim that aleng with' our civil Swaraj we must alco

obtain our military Swaraj, During the last war England fought to  deliver the

world from the military deminion of  Germany. Is it tco much toask England

to-day to relieve us from the military tutelage which England has imposed upon -

India and stil continues to impese on Jndia? I suspect that distrustis atthe

root of our disability and until this - distrust is removed, I fear there can'beno

peace in the country, There must be mutual trust and mutual appreciation before

we can make our association with Emgland permanent. That permanence of asso-

ciation must rest upon the contentment and happiness of the pecple’ and “therecan

be no contentment or happinesss of the people unless we are allowed the deferice

of our homes; and the nation which cannot defend ker keme is not ﬁt',for'sw"aréj.

With these words-I support the resolution (cheers). ' o :

4 ' , TR R.B, A.R.

Rao Bahadur A. R. Bambawale (Nagpur)in further supporting the reso- Bambawale.

lution said:- : : - L S

I am very glad that I bave to be brief this afternoon and that I have not to say
much. But [ will only say that the Government always levels a charge against the mode-
rates that they are only moderates in name but really they are extremists under the garb
of moderates; and that the moderates do not take sufficient interest in defending
the cause of Government of their own: country because, they say,. the moderate
party is so small, so weak and generally repeats the programme which the extre- ,
mists have passed at their conferences. - Well, I am ~ inclied to think that the = -
Government is more or less to blame for this. If the Government wants the
help of the moderate party, if the government desires that the moderate ‘party
should Lring the people to the views of the Government then the Covernment
must give something to the moderates to show tothe pecple and particularly to
the youth of the people (hear, hear). You know it is no gocd erying down nen-
cooperation. There are 2lso gcod friends :mcerg tte _rcn-cooperation  leaders; they
-also have the same burning patriotism and zeal as we claim. . Then why is it
that they are baving insape programmes? Whyisit that sape heads shculd take
to ivsane prograpimes? That is simply Eccouse the mcderates Lave gct nothing
to attract the youth of the country.” They give you scmething which perbaps
appeals to the older brains only but ‘nothing which appeals to ke youngmen; - .
and to come to our resolution, I sy this is the only resolution which will
sppeal tothe youth of the country (cheers). If we cculd go to tke elcctofates,

-
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R.B. A. R ‘a5 Pandit Gokarnath Misra said, and tell them that by this resolution we mean
, Bambawals, to ‘ask_the Government to Indianise the ' military - service, then the youth of the
country will come round and will hear you with deference. Qur President has
already pojnted out yesterday that military responsibility or responsibility for
defence of the country is an -inseparable = concomitant of home-rule or as we put
. it, of full domimion status. They both go together, they connot be separated.
They may exclude each cther for some time, but the real fact isthat must go
together. That is to say, our youth must be trained and we must form a naticn
. and 1o nation can possibly exist unless it can repel upprovcked aggressicn and
#lso defend itself against any internal disorder. That we must wake up if we
- wish to justify our claim or demand for hcme-rule or full dcminicn status cr
* -whatever you choose to callit. If we can do this, if we take this pregramie
to the people, even to the non-cooperators, ' then there is every 'Lope that tkey
will be weaned from their mad programmes. It is for this reason and for many
-others .that I most emphatically support this resolution put forward by my friend
“Mr. Kamat and supported by abler men than myself. (cheers). o
= The resolution was carried unanimously. 4

. The sittings adjourned tll the fcllowing day. Sir M. B. Dadabboy was
‘At Home' to the President and delegates this evening.

Third Day.

.o The Federati‘on resumed its sgtings on Friday, the 29th December 1922
.. at 12 noon with the Rt. hon. Srinivasa Sastriin the Chair.

- Thé President:— I must in the first: place convey to the meeting-the
_apology of the Reception Committee for the circumstances that they have been
“unable to,print. the agenda of to-day as is usual in such cases. The printing

* facilities in Nagpur are not of a very high order and besides you will remember
- that ‘we sat this morning- till late fashioning resolutions, so that you- will extend
.. your. indulgence, if I.am ,obliged more than cnce to read  the resoluticns,
some of them rather long. T will begin by putting scme resolutions frem the

- chair as I have been asked to do.

" The following resolutions were then put from the Chair and carried unanimously.
e ' ~  RETRENCHMENT.

, .This meeting of the All-India Liberals earnestly trusts that the Inchcape
- Commiftee and the various' provingial  retrenchment committees will recommend

material - rednctions Of expenditore  and enable the Government of India and the
" various . local Governments to restore their financial equilibrium and thus avert the
©need for additional taxation. ‘

\ ~ Princes ProtecTION ACT.

This Federation is of opinion “that the Indian State Profection against

. Disaffection Act; passed hy the Council of State on the Governor-General's power

- of certification, is Dot in the interest ‘of British India or the. subjects of the Indiai
- States and therefore the Parliament should advise His Majesty to withbold his assent.

Epucatiox oF THE MassEs. -

While fully récognising the . need for rapid - political advance, this Feder?.'
tion emphasises the great necessity for - pushing on the progress of the masses 10
" all directions, educational, social and economic, and for this purpose urges cn
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Go_\'rer'nmexit'as" alsoon the -peoplé,‘ the gi‘eat' desirability .of : edding to-the . -

LR N

t

institutions that aim at the advancement of the masses all along ,tllze line.--i.

. Me AV “Thakkar moved the following resolution:— -

Umocannmr

This meeting bf the Federeﬁon- is of opixﬁon' that untouchability is a great

lot on the Hindu community and that therefore .it - is necessary .to remove all o

the disabilities to which the untouchable VéIa'sses_ar.e subjected. . . T

Mr. A. V. Thakkar: Lfr. .Presi(‘lent,' Ladies and Gentlemen, It is_j:nfdlztﬁ-
nate that at this day in the year 1922 A. D we are passing such . a resolution
as the one which the President has just read out. to. you. (bear, hear). When

we are asking for full responsible government, can we do it without the full -

concurrence and approval of our brethern' who are the so called depressed classes.
I would bave wished this resolution to go a little further than the removal of
untouchability and would_have liked o add that they should be allowgd entrance
to all public institutions incduding public * wells as well as temples of worship,
but as it is worded I hope'you will allow to passit. D

abilities to which the untouchables are subjected” | e

Mr. Thakkar: I beg your pardon. As the resolution is not jn my hand
T could not see it. Well, these disabilities are a great blot on'the whole: nation.
I may mention’ only one “instance and that too in the very big city of Bombay.
The Corporation of that city recently passed a resolution asking the Trammways
Compay to remove the disability that is enforced against the sweeper class in Bombay.
It was up to now a rule that sweepers will not be allowed to ride on the tramways cars;
but happily that disability has recently been removed since a few days only. I hope that

The President: The resolution says: “Tt -is necessary " to repiove allthedxsv '

‘similar disabilities in other parts of the country and in 2l sections of the commnnity .

will be removed at an early date so as to do away with the necessity of " passing such a
resolation riext year. T hope you will all pass this resolution (cheers). ;
Mr Bhatkar supported the resolution in Marathi. - N ,

The resolution was carried unanimously. . N S

L

Pandit Hirdayanath Kunzru:—

Mr. President, Ladiea and Gentlemen:—The reaqhition which 1 hiyc bé'enj en-
trusted with, runs as follows:— '

t
. p

THE IMPERIAL SERVICES,

This meeting of the All India Liberal Federation strongly opposes the proposal

"to appoint a Commission to inquire into the alleged financial and other grievances of
the Imperial Services and to make further increases in their pay and allowances.. (2)
In order to enable the Government of India and the local Governments te reduce the
_expenditure on the overhead charges of the administration and the reserved subjects,
thls Federation urges on the Secretary of State for India the necessity of aurhorising
the Indisn Legislatuie and the local legislatures to'make laws regulating the public
services under clause 2 section 96 (B) of the Government of India Act and in the
meantime stop all recruitment in England to the Imperial Services,

Pandit H. N. Kunzru said :—1 will address myself first to the second part of
this resoulution which acks that the Secretary of State should transfer coatrol over
the public services to the Imperial and Provincial Legislatures. Ian order to enable
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* does not mean that in future Britishers are not to be taken ints the services.
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yout,oundelstan.} ,fully what section 96 (b)-; ‘of thz | Gove:nment of India Act la 8.
down, J will read out ,to yog a portion of tha; section. T he sectxon dgals thb the
the public servxces, with their manner of recrmtment, with their ‘conditions of service
and with their future prospects and sub-secuqn (2) of this sect.lon says: “The-
Seeretary of State in Council may make rules for’ regulating’ the classnﬁcat:on of the*

. Civil Services in India, the methods of their recruitment, their conditions of service,

pay and allowances and dlsclplme and conduct. Such rules may, to such extent
and in reapect of such ‘mutferaas- may be prescribed, delegate the ‘power of making-
rules tothe: Govanor-General in-Coungil or ty local .governments, or. authouse the
Indian legislature :n:'local legislatures to y make. la\ssrcgnlatmg the pubhc gcrvwes

It was powble for us to ask that section 96 (b) itself” should be changed “and that
aﬁl pow(ei' of conlrolhng the’ Imperial services’ should - be: trinsferréd by Statute to
‘the’ Governnient of. India. < If it.is nat utseenly - far me, while speaking on this
'reséfnuo’n Imight say that my. oWy ;point, of vigw u (slightly " different from that
‘éxpresied inthe :resdlution which ] have read out to you and I shguld llke to say
~what I would have preferred a change in the statutg asking the Sectetary of State
to' transfer some; of hhig powers- to ﬂx; GQVernment of Indm and to the Local
Hovernments. , My x xeasons for. xt are tfwof in thg: first place, 1f the'’ Secretary of
State can de,l"gatc 8 power t to the Government "ol Indla or the Local Governfneu{s,
it can also by the exercise of ihe very simpe tight withdraw any poWer that “He - ‘might
confer on them., In the gecond place, sub-settion (1) of " section 96 (b) of ‘the
" Government of Iudia Act lays down Ahat noperson in_any. pubhc service maf be
dismissed by any anlhonty subordmate to that by s nhuh be was appb\lted and to-
the extent that the Secretary of State retains “the" power’ of “sppointment “in bis
‘banide, the Government of lndia or .the Local | Goverr.ments would not have full
 disciplinary cantrol gver t the servxces whlch are called upqn to’ work under them..
. But we have for the lime be:ng chosen the line ofieaqt realstence aud ask’ that the
$ecretaty of State should use the powcr conferred upon “him” by sub- section “(2) ot
section 99 (b) of lhe Government of India Act' o 'authorise’ the Indian and ° Local
Teglslatures to make‘ lnws regulatmv the pubhc servnces. I need not dllate on the
Pres:dent in hls 2ddress. "He po'nted ouit not mercly the anomaly’ but the extreme
humlllauon in whnch ‘the Government of India was placed by being depnved of alt
“conittol cver 1he services subordinatz to it and expressed surprise- that these services
have so far shown 1oyany which  they have hitherto dlsplaycd o the Governments-
under whom they are working. Some gentlemen here Who have read the Report
of the Crewe Committee which was -appointed .t Gonsider the relations of the
Secretary of State in Council with the Government of India might remember that this
was one of the pointa which attracted thie attention of that Committee and Professor
Keith who was one of thoss members wrote a minute of dissent in which he dealt
specnﬁcall) with th:s matter. He pointed out the undesnrabx]nty of fettermg the
powers of the Government of Iridia in Tegatd to 50 importsnt [a matter. He pleaded
for full trust in the Government of India, not merely because in the last resort ‘it
would be responsible to the Secretary, of State but* also because it would be more
amem\ble to public influence; and surely ‘when we are making a start with the
"reforms and maugu_raung anew regime nothing was. of- more importance than that
“even’in matters over which full control had pot been given to tha Indian legnslature,,
“the Government of India should be .influerced mcrcasmgly by the visws of the
- elected representatives of the people.- That advice of Prof. Keith was however
dmcgarded ‘and within two years of the - refarms coming into opemtlon we find
ourselves compelled to ask that the power so: unwnscly w 1~hheld ftom the Government

' o[ Indxa m 19\9 shound be conceded to it pow.

The second part ol the rcsolntxon asks alao that while rules are being made
for the transfer of control” over the pubhc services from "~ the Secretary of State to the:
Government of India, all recruitment in England should be stopped. Now this

It

‘only means that the Secretary of State should enter into no commitments on our
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behalf, taat it should not be open to him ro enter into obligations during- the peridd'
while the new rules are being made which render them nugatory for a Fousxdera‘ble. .
time to come. 1 eay again that it would be a mistake to suppose that this temporary" .

stoppage of recruitment ja meant to shut the Britishers iorever out of -the hi_gher-"
services. The proportion of the Britishers to be taken into the ' services .would=
depend in future on the Indian Legislatures, 1 am quite free tosay that if the
power we are asking for is conceded to the Government of lndia, British recruitment.
will be substantially curtailed. That is one of the definite objects with which we-

have brought forward this demand. But [ make bold to say that once we have got:.

the power to make appointments, to dismiss officers, aud. to create or abolish
appointmcnts;, the suspicion that now exists, the jealousy with which recruitment of-
non-Indians is regurded will disappear to a large extent and this question will ‘thervxi
be discussed in the light of administrative necessity and economic considerations -in-

which they should have been regardz:d even in the past. It may, however, be said,

what is the practical necessity whieh compels the Federation _within .two_years of.
the working of the Roferms to come forward and demand the change which this:
resolution asks for? Ladies and Gentlemen, you are fully aware - that ﬁ_nanci;il‘
bankruptcy has overtaken every Government of India, Piovincial 'as well as Imperial;

and one of the most important things to be considered ' in this conmection is the )
reduction of the overhead charges of administration as they are termed in the’

resolution. It has been an old cry of the Congress that if the Services were more

largely recruited in India, apart from other advantages, the financial burden of India -

would be considerably reduced. The O'Donnel Circular ~which was issyed in’

response to a debate in the Assembly in February 1922 ddmitted that if the

recruitment to the Imperial Services were largely Indian about § the expenditure on

the salaries could be reduced. Theun consider the effect of the reduction of the. .

salaries in the higher services on the provincial and subordinate aervfcé; Once
an impetus is given to retrechment and economy by curtailing expenditure on “the
higher services, the subsequent stages would be easier and our - progress towards

economy would be much more rapid than it otherwise may be expected to be. .

Again in practice, the power which the Secretary of State exercises is likely to: be
used in a manner very prejudical to the interest of the Government of India and
the Local Governments. The President in his addreas referred to the meticulous -
control which the Secretary of State wis trying to exercise over the Governments

in India ard pointed out that the Finance Member of the U.P. Government said, -

the other day in the U.P. Legislative Council, that under the orders of the

Sccretary of State they were precluded from enquiring into cases affecting the "

Imperial Services. I come from the U.P. and I understand that if this had been
received earlier, our lo®al Goverement would ‘not bave been free to appoint, as it
did, committees to consider the reduction in the number of or the abolishing of
commissionerships or to consider the reduction in the staff of the public works
department. Iam futther given to understand that bad these crders been received
earlier it would not have been open to the U.P. Government to appoint a Committee
to consider the separation of judicial from" executive functions; ss ‘a matter of fact
this Committee was appointed last year and has already reported ; but had the orders
been received earlier it would have been impossible for the local Government to
appoint such a Committee. Take avother instance : if in the Education _depar:xlﬂcn‘t‘
there is a particular post which is.now regarded as unnecessary it is not open to the
Local Government to take the Legislature into its confidence in regard to it or to
make any inquiries with regard to its abolition. That post must be- continued so
long as it does not please the Secretary of State for India to abolish it. Now in the
matters to which I have referred namely, the aboliti>n of certain posts or the
separation of the judicial and the executive furctions, or the number of - superior

.
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officers that are to be employed in any department or public servica or in the matters
which primarily concern the local governments and at a time when the local
Governments are faced with deficits and many of them have had to resort to extra
taxation in order to balance both sides of the account, if the Secretary of State
stands in the way of provincial governments and prevents them from folldwing a sure
course to economy, & course which would not merely have important results in the
immediate future but would have far reaching effects in time to come, it is time we
strongly protested against the power which the Sec'rctary of State is' exercising and
ask him to part with the control which he exercises in favour of the Indian and
provincial legislatures.. I the debate which took place in the Imperlal Assembly in
February last, some interesting figures were given in regard to the number of Indiaus
in the various services. This information . was elicited by Mr. Joshi. The
Government of India stated in answer to his question that-at present there were

~ 13 per cent Indians in the Civil Service and 5 per cent in the Imperial Police Service.

I am aware that the initial recruitment to the Indian Civil Service was 33 per cent
and it increases automatically byl per cent annually but we cannot iguore the
fact that for the present Indians constitute only about 13 per cent or less than

1/7th of the entire Indian Civil Service. In the mnext place how long are we to

wait before we have reached this proportion in the entire service. According to
the O’ Donnel Circular even if a complete cessation of recruitment in England took
place it would require a large number of years for Indians to form a one third of
the entire Indian Civil Service. But if recruitment is to go-on in England at the
present rate it would be practically a generation before Indians reach the percentage
fixed for recruitment in the entire service ; and if a change is to be ‘made within or
in ten years as is contemplated by the Reforms Act, it will require atleast three
generations for us to be abla to recryit the Service completely in this country. It
was stated by Sir William Vincent in the debate to which I referred just now that
bétwaen 1917 and 1921, Indians were recruited to a pretty large exrent and that
on account of various causes, for instance the changed conditions of the Service,
the lesser attractions of the Indian Civil Service as compated with the Colonial
Services, and the new political circumstances, recruitment to the Indian Civil Service
had fallen in England and that the question would solve itself automatically. It is
true that recruitment in England has become less than formerly but we are aware
that-some time ago the Secretary of State employed a number of surplus officers
in the Army who had been demobilized or compulsorily retired, in the Indian Civil
Service under the Act passed in"1915 which was to deal” with a temporary state -of
things only, that is the state of things created by thie war. As the President pointed
out in his address, if the recruitment of Englishmen in England had abated, equity
requires that the advantage of it shculd be given to the childrdn of the soil (hcar?
hear) instead pfattéinpts being made under an Act framed for special conditions
arising out of the war to nominate Britishers to the Indian Civil Service merely in
order to preveunt the proportion of Indians from rising higher. We alzo know that

. in the LLM.S. the Secretary of State has recently appointed 30 men on terms rather

more advantageous than those given to ordinary recruits. It may, therefore, be true
that recruitment in England to the Imperial Services is not taking place at the rate
at which it was in_old days. Neveértheless, the effect of it is being nullified by the
Secretary of State using his powers to make nominations to the various services in
order to make up the quota of Englishmen. .

Apatt from this the demands that we are making now supplement the demands
which we made yesterday for a further constitutional advance. We asked yesterday
that the provincial governments ought to be made amenable, aver their whole range,
to the provincial legislatures and that all imperial subjects except political matters
and those relating to military and foreign affairs should be brought under the com-
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plete control of the Indian legislature. - Now ie it conceivable that " a self-gOVC"}‘“'K P ;’,nd;:
India should depend on a foreign agencyto carry out its policy? )| use t?e w:ord‘fol‘elg“, ! . Kunzee
1 assure yon, in no bad spirit, not in order to make any invidious distinction between-

Indians and Englishmen but in order to emphasize the fact that a country whzc?x .

wants to govern itself must be able to provide men, capable of carrying out ‘all civil -

and military duties which self-government brings in its train. The question of the.

Tudian Civil Service has loomed large on the political horizon of India, not because

of the comparatively high emoluments of the members of that service, but. because -

they control to a large extent the destinies of India; because even now while - there

sre ministers exercising control over the transferred subjects, the heads of the de-

partment and the members of the higher services who continue to be drawn from t.he

Imperial Services controlled by the Secretary of State continue to exercise a large in-/

fluence over the shaping of the policies; and because whenever:we make demands for:

a further advance those services which ought to be mere executive in character and

whose duty ought to be merely to carry out the work entrusted to them by the supe-

_ rior authorities will be given a potent voice in dgtermining the future policy to be
pursued. In other words, these services are not merely executive at the present timq
but are rivals for the authority which ought to be solely in our own hands, the autho-:

ity to form and regulate all questions of policy. To be brief, I will make one quo-
tation from the speech of Sir W, Vincent in the Legislative Assembly on the occas--

" sion to which I have referred in order to show that this position is appreciated - by
fair-minded Englishmen and that even in responsible quarters in the Government of-

_ India itself the consideratiens that I have now urged were regarded as (}esctving of -
great weight. “I quite realize”, said Sir W, Viucent, “that Indians in this country .
have every right to expect an increasing proportion and a largely increasing propor-

tion of Indians in the public scrvices. It is indeed untbinkable to my mind that a

country with dominion status should at that time allow its affairs to be controlled en-
tireiy by a foreign service”. Aud Sir William Vincent himself proposed an amend-’
ment to the resolution moved in the Assembly to the effect that enquiries should be’
promulgated without delay as to the measures possible to give further effect to the

declaration of August 20th, 1917, in the direction of increased recruitment of Iudians
for the all India services. We know that in response to this resolution the opinion
of the Local Governments has been asked for and we nlso know that there is a great’
deal of excitement in the ranks of the Indian Civil Service in particular over this cir-:
<ular which although it states impartially arguments oo both “sides, is regarded in
reality as suggesting to Local Governments to recommend a cessation of recruitment
in Engladd or a substantial réduction of it. Personally 1 would have been very glad
if I could agree to the view that the O'DonnelCircular gave even an indrict cncourge-
ment to the view of those who wish for a speedy Indianisation of the services; but 1
<ah see no such encouragement in that circular -and  His Excellency the Viceroy = .
referring to the matter the other day in Calcutta delivercd himself of sentiments
which would prevent anybody from cherishing undue hopes on this subject. In view -
however, of the opposition which has been raised to this question it behoves us to
place it in the forefront of our political prcgramme, to go on hammering it and not to
rest content till we have secured to ourselves the power which is rightfully ours, not
merely morally but if the British Government is to act in accorcance with the #pirit-
underly’ng the Reforms. For my part 1 would go further and say that if the Secre-
tary of State is not willing to entrust the Legislatures complete control over the ser-
vices, he might at any raté trust the Governor-General in Council who is ultimately
fully responsible to the Secretary of State and who will always have at his elbow the
views of experienced men of the Indian Civil Service who have spent a life time in .

“administering the affairs of this country. )

I am efraid I have taken already too much of your time but I cannot. sit down-
without saying something about the first part of the resolution which asks us to proe
test against the sppointment of a Con:mission to inquire into the financial and other

grievances of the Imperial Services. This is a somswhat more important ratter than

-
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-t mlght appear to be 4t fitst sight. - We 'know that the Seceatary of State, *-lamenting -

the fall in the number df recruits tothe -Indian- Civil Service and other’ Imperial’
Servnces, ‘appainted a Committee under the . chan’mamhxp .of Lord MacDonncl to-
report oa the causes which had checked recrmtment and to suggest measures to,
increase thé attractions to the Imperial Servicgs. That Committee, Reuter wired ta us-
some month ago, had submitted its report to the Secretary of State and it appears:
from a question. put to Lord Peel the other day in the House of Lords that the matter’
was engaging the close attention of the: Imperla.l authorities and that an alterhative .
proposal of appomtmg a Commission wasalso under disgussion. Now  against this.
proposal.we ought to protest with all fhe force at our command. If the object of this.

Commission is to increase the nay and the allowances and the prospects of the Im--
perial Services,.then as the President has pointed out in. his address, no matter how--

ever authoutatwe the Commxssxon may be, we can never reconcile ourselves to its
recommenda.,xons. If British recruitment can only be secured by making - further
enhancements to the pay and prmlcges of the Impenal Services, then without .any.
feelmg of racial pre;udlce, we.are bound to say that we are not  willing to have any
futther recruitment i in Envland. I the ﬁnancxal position of the .members of the Im-.
perial Services is msufﬁcnent to enable them to matntain their present standard of
living and to act up to the notions of prestige which find currency in the official
circles in this country, then whatever hardships the individuals concerncd might be
involed in, we have a higher duty to perform. . We have to look to the interests of "
the poor tax payer. (hear. hear) and to urge on the attention of the Brmsh authorities,

to use the happy language of the Presxdent. that any relief which we can give to the

services is steroly limited by the ‘economic condxtzons of the poverty ridden taxpayer.
If, howgver, the object of the Commxssxon be to increase the scope of. functions of the -
Imperial Scrvnccq, then its inquiries are bouud to be evenmore dangerous (hear, hear).-
1 said 4 little while ago that I understood th'xt if the orders recently issued by the
Secretary-of State had been promulgated two years ago, then it would not ‘have - been
possible for our Local Councnls to consider tho separation of judicial from executive
functions on the ground that the matter at’fected the funciuons of the Imperial
Services, the functions, which Mr. Lloyd George said in his notorious speech, must
remain unchanged. This is a matter of consmuuoual importahce.  Are  the
Government of India and the local Governments ta be frce to-determine w hat reforms
are ta be introduced into the administration of India or not ? Or are they to be
hampered at every time and be precluded from a proper discharge of their duues
simply because the reforms which arg called for urgently in their opinion might lead

to a reduction in the number of posts at present held by the Impenal Service men or
diminish their authority and prestige? We, ladies and geutlem=n, who are mot

concerned with the prestige of any service but are anxious to see India attain full

-respomxble gevcrnmﬂnt at the earliest tims possible, cannot protest with sufficient

force against a Commission whose recommendations might have the serious effect
\\hlchI have just pointed out. We are in a great danger, 1 hope [ am not
e'(aggeratm at the present juncture of being ruled by the Imperial Services. While
Mr. Montfwu was iv office the danger was less but sincs the change in the headshxp
of the Tidia off ice and in the ministry, the services find themselves in a  stronger
posxtlon than that in which they were placed two years ago. Gentlemen belonging to
to ths Central Provinces will remember that many members of the Imperial Services
atated in their evidence before the C. P. Retrenchment Committee ‘that recruitment
to the Imperial Scrvices should stop completely and yet an Association representing

- the views of their colleagues sent a memarial to the Government of India strongly

protesting against a~ decrease in their cadre and jodulging in  political  reflections
whizh ought to have been regarded as beyond the scope of merely executive and
subordinate officers. This action of theirs was crltmzed I remember, in the
C. P. English Weekly, the Hitavada, which dwelling on this matter, was inclined to
think th.t the change in the views of the Imperml Services was the result of the
Premier’s speech and waa duc to a feeling of greater security in the services and to &
belief that in future they wou'd find more willing listeners so their complaints in the
Imperial government than had been the case in the past. 1 will not dwell any further
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on thu matter. N bummansmg whnt.l have sa'd wall only pomt out; to: you that SHN
this is a matter of far reacmng consequences, ‘no matter from -what. pomt o{ Y. v:ew, Kuozra
welook. Administratively, it is of . the highest importance that we should bave :,an,

indegenous agency to carry out ‘our orders, . Constitutionally, it. xs equally Jmpor-

tant that the final control of questions of pollcy should be in out hands and not in.

those of the vested interests; and ecoaomic conmderatxons, I- venture to .think, - are:

not of less importance than paolitical considerations in a poor country hke India. It.

is therefore imperative that recruitment outside India should bz curtailed and- the:

. way thus paved for the laymg down of a scale of salaries and pensnom in accord thh

. the condmom prevallm gin thla country, (loud and prolonged cheers)..

aa e ,I— «v

Rao Bahadur R R, Kale, M. L.C, (Satara), in aecondmg the reaolutlon sald — R.B. I!h E.
s Kale
Mr. Preaxdent, brother delegates, ladxes and gentlemen :— ‘Tam. asked "t0' )

second the resolution which has been so ably . moved by Mr.. Kunzru in a- very’
forceful and well reasoned speecb. . ‘The complaint about the - ‘top heaviness’ of the’
" Indian administration is as old as the hills. < The late ‘Dr. Dfndabhoy Naorop, the’
grand old man of India, was never tired of repeatedly bringing to the- notice of the
British public the injustice of - employing a forelgu agency at -a cost which wag'
burdensome and heavy to the poor Indian tax payer.. He spent the best part of his
life in working for the cause and for the rights of the masses whom'he loved and
whose welfare he always cherished. He maintained that the existing taxation,- the
1and taxation for instance, wos already too heavy and that it should be Ilghtened’
But, gentlemen, you will see that now at the very threshold of our’ existence - under
the Reformn Act, we are faced with a problem which is far more senous' it 1s not a’
question any longer of reducing the existing taxation but it isa question of imposing
fresh burdens on the shoulders of the poor people of this country. You will see:
that proposals for taxation were placed before the Imperial Council as well as bcfare
Local Legislative Councils and representatives of the people in those councils were-
faced with a situation which can better be imagined thao “desctibed. . We were
determined to resist all taxation which was proposed,” not for.. the exbadsmn or
development of the useful departments like Educatnon, Samtauon, Medical Rellef
etc., but simply for the purposc of carrying’ on-the present administration of the,
country. Retrenchment Committees have been appointed,~ in my Council also a
Committee has been appointed, and they have been at work. Some of them have
made their repom, others are yet taking time to make their reports; but  after -all.
what ure they going to do? Well, they are merely proposing to redice a. few
clerks, a few peons, a little reduction in the establishment or of the  members of the—
subordinate services, at the most in the provincial services, say the abolition of a
deputy collector or a deputy superintendent’s post; but .they cabnot touch, as hap,
been peinted out by the mover, what is the untouchable (laughter), namely, :he.
Imperial Service people (hear, hear). In this stats of thmgs, the work that can be
dore by these Retrenchment Committees seems to me to be very little bopeful. Ae
we say in marathi da? korun pot bharat naki, Unless we reduce the top heaviness
of the administration it won't do for us to merely curtail a few posts in the
subordinate services. It is therefore necessary to find out means by which we can

proceed to co that and that brings me to a consideration of the resolution p]aced
for your approval.

As the Presndent pointed out in hxs address, the proper ‘function of appoint-.*
ing and regulating the services of the country should rest with the Government of
that country; but we find an anomaly in the matter and that anomaly i3 that a
foreign cgent, nnmely, the Secretary of State for India, sitting at Whitehall in a
foreign country is to determine the number of men that are ‘to be sent out, the
salaries that are to be paid to them, allowances that are to be given to them etc.
Now when the Government of India Act was being enacted this question of the
recruitment of services was considered but we find that Chapter VII A of the-
Government Act which deals with the who'e question of recruitment has been
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R.B.R; R huddled up into the enactment in & manner which appears . to me to be somewhat
: K“le clumsy. ‘The rules which have been hitherto i in existence aré to be” followed by
: the Secretary of State in the matter ' of the a"pomtment to be made _ to the various
services. ' Further, there is a section whlch says that the Secretary of State shall
make rules for the purpose of govermng “the. recruxtment, the salaries and so on,"
the Act ‘also says that the Govemment shall appomt a Publxc Service Commission
and the functxon of that Commission is to carry out ‘the rules which will be so
fiamed by the Secretary of State. But strange to say, that although two years have
passed since the passing of the Government’ of India Act aond although rules
regarding the electorates and other matters ‘have been framed and the new
constitution  has come into exnstence, and our new ‘councils are sitting and
transacting business, still no fiew rules have yet been -framed-as required by the
Act, nor has any Public Service Commlsmon, a8 rcqulred by that Act, yet been
appomted ;I had asked a question in my . legislative council on this matter but
it was ruled out as being " a- matter of .Imperial. concern. Mr, Samarth had put a
qucsuon in the Legislative Assembly and the reply was that rules will be soon
made; but curiously enough, 'no rules have yet been made. Well, that shows the
dilatoriness and the delay with which'tbis matter of vital importance to us is bcmg
considered and the, Secrctary of State is apparently acting upon his own rules
because there is a section in the Act itself that until new rules are made matters.
are to be governed according to existing rules- Now therefore a time has come,-
. and I'submit this is a most opportune time for: it, that we should do our best to
- €airy.on an agitation and concentrate our attention on this important subject; and
it is for this purpose and in order to draw the attention of the Government to thls
- , xmportant matter that this resolution kas been placed before this Federation.

1

By this resolutnon we seek tods somethmg whlch is allowable by the present
~ statute as it stands.” We have here a power already given in the Act bty which the
entire control of the services can be transferred from the Secretary of State to the
Governor-General in Council or to the Jocal Councils, The Act empowers the

* Secretary of State to make rules by whxch he can authorise the legislatures of the
provinces or the Indian legislature to make laws regulating the public services.
If this power is delegated to the local leglslaturas, then. I submit, the  persons
engaged in the task of frammg these laws will be in a posmon to tackle the whole"
problem and frame- the laws in such a way that the services will be cheapened and
the poor people of the coyntry will be benefitted. No doubt it is a tall order but
it secms to me that the time has come for demanding it. Here we find. a great deal

of unrest and dlscox.tent in the country, That (iscontent instead of lessening is

I am afraid, likely to grow more and mare because the Ax: of the Retrenchmnnt
Committees will fall on the subordinate staff and on officers bslonging to the various
subordinate services in this country (hear, hear). I nave alrecady heard complaints
coming from these people ; and we are asked, what are we going to gain in ths

: ~ uew era of the Reforms'?° We have already lost much of the ground and we - are
' hkely to lose what little ground is still under our feet. The discontent of the people,

as I said, instead of decreasing, will increase. If therefore the British-government

and the British sfatesmen wish from their hearts that this Indian unrest and

. discontent should disappear, then it will be a wiss policy- on - their part to-exercise

the powers which they do possess under the Act and transfer those powers to the
répresentatives of the people themselves. You will see, ladies and gentlemen, that

it is not by repression, by resort to caercive measures or by the sword or the

ba) onet that coatentment can be restored ; it is wise statesmanship which ought to

be brouOht. to bear upon the situation in order that the country may have permanent

peace and ordered progress. Now so far as the local governments are concemed the

matter of these appointments is such a delicate task that even if the governments

wxsh they are powerless. . Neither the local goveraments nor  the supreme
govemmem is able to put any restraint upon this influx of officers who are being

sent from England, Therefore I thick that even the local government aud the

lmpenal governmcnt Wlll welcome a transference of the kind that this resolution

Ay
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tecommends, It will strengthen their hands ;- and when' their - councils, 4whic_h.' are;
the representatives of the people, .will make recommendations, they: will be .in.a,
better position to see if really by the retrenchment they are able to"eﬂ'ect, .they
will not be in a position to carry on the administration of. the country. . Not to
speak of the various developments and expansions for which the Reforms Act in
my humble opinion contains great potentialities, the sinews of war, namely, money,

is wanted to carry out the reiorms themselves; that is the crux  of the ~whole

situation. It is therefore of the utmost importance that some way must' be founi to’
meet the situatidn and I hope that by passing this resolution the Federation will have

gone a step further in the achievement of the goal, which is complete provincial

autonomy. I urge this resolution not merely from the point of view. :'of‘ ‘economy ;'
but from the point cf view of obtaining training for persons in -this country:“and-
of the benefits of their services ‘being available to their “countrymen, even’ sfter’
vetirement. When you employ foreign agents, the experience they ' gain is lost to

this country when they goaway and we who have been paying them for all these’
years get no benefit from them. These are the various considerations on which -

the government will be in a position to make recruitment in such a way- that more
Indians would be employed by them in the interests of ecomomy - and” of .the
administration of tbe country. With these remarks, 1 second the - resolution. and
leave it for the acceptance of this meeting. (cheers), .-~ A

Mr. R. R. Jayavant, M.L.C., (Nagpur), in supporting the resolution said :— -

Mr. President, ladies and ‘gentlemen. The importance of b’réviﬁy,,‘has

already been pointed out to you and 1 shall, therefore, confine myself ortry to pqrjﬁng '

myself to the time limit that hss been imposed upon me. From the resolution
which has been read out to you, it will be apparent that the logical way of dealing
with this resolution would be the one which has been followed by the Mover of
this resolution, Fandit Hirdayanath Kunzrn, who took the second part of this
tesolution first and for obvious reasons. The reason is that we ha\ié_tq show some
way out of the prescnt difficulty which is attempted within the four ,cof nera o{"gbe_
law as it stands at present and he has shown to you how without changing in any
way the Government of India Act or without asking the Secfétary of State to go
to Parlisment for that purpose, he himseif can by exercising certain powers vested
in him under the law give us relief. We want the power which the Government
of India Act coufers on the Secretary of State to be delegated by him to the various
goverriments in Jundia and I beg to submit that it is for obvious reasons. The

reasons are the old reasons, that the power which has been vested in the 'Secietary

of State Las not been utilized for the berefit of the people of this_ country. You
wiil see that this was aleo the recommendation of the Joint Select Committee. I
shall read oct the reccmmendation itself: “They ‘also desire to empbasize the

wisdom and justice of an increasing association of Indians with every branch of the -

administration, but they wish to make it perfectly clesr that His Majésty’s

Goverumernt must remain {ree to appoint Europeans to those posts for which they -
are specially required and qualified.” It is one of tha ironies of Indian political life-

* thst whenever there is any recommendation ‘which is bound to do good to the
people and if there sre any safeguards which sre also contained in the self same
document, then it is these latter, the safeguards, which are looked to by the highest
authdrities and not the beneficial provisions and it scems to me that in this case

the rame thing has happened.” It is the latter part of the. prevision,~ ¢ that it is-

perfectly clear that His Majesty’s Government must remain free to appoint
Europeaus to those posts for which they are specially required and qualified”,~ that
has been carefully guarded by the Secretary of State ar.d not the former- part of the
provision. And therefore, we see that within the last two years, since the passing
of the Govgrument of India Act, not cnly has there been no active attempt on the
part of the Secrctary cf Stute to associste ludians more freely with the
administration of the countiy tut, on the contrary, more and more. Europeans have.
been appointed to these eervices, Itis, lhere(ore, absolutely necessary far us to
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rise to thc oecasnon and speak in c’earﬁ terms: Ato‘« the: Secretnry‘ -of - State ,that\ it »m
0o longer for him to exerciae those powess atid that it is'the-demand’ ‘of the" pedpls:
of India that he’must hand over tbos~ powel‘s to the Government of lﬂdla and to-
the provmcxal govemm’nts. ‘ o »
PRI NI TREE 5 SRR T 17T R R TaTSCIT Hes W f.u lir A TSIECYE AU v ‘t HESRAPSEPY
The second part pf Lheresoluhon deals with, the,\stoppage of rccruxtment in,
England to the Jmperial servizes, I sha‘l ‘with your permission tell . you . Nery.. bneﬁjr\
the history of the movgment in;our Aprovmcex ,formthe N stoppmg of  recrnitment "in.
Englandq Last year;a resolutlon, was passed jn.the, ﬂocnl leglslatlve council on this-

. matter askmg the goyernment to stop.all recruitment putside India, in the . mterests,

of economy.* * Itwas in the, ;interest of economy only that that, resolution was, urgect
and, pnssed, At that time. governmert officials one after,the other rose and supportcd¢
that resolution an the same ground ; and be, it said to their credit that they . supported.

- the resolution not in a spiiit. of antipathy or because they : were. dlssatlsﬁed .with, the;

condyct ‘of other officials, but because they felt. that the. finaucial situation of the:
province, was such; that such a costly service is not needed and until the provmce
regains;its financigl equ,thum_gecru;tm.ent“fgr the..services in- England may, be -
stopped. That was the deliberate ,-‘opinlqn_:._exprevssed_ by the government members
and the xesolution was pagsed with the assent of Eurgpean members,, some of. whom,
said that they spoke on behalf of the European; Association alsp, A . suggestion has
been made that they voted from ulterior motives. The suggestxon is not made

" openly but it hinted, is whispered, it comes :over’ the. wind. . But_ shauld .we. not

expect the hxghest officers to speak out their minds openly as we are asked time and -
again to speak out our minds ? * No, the European officials did not vote at that time
from any ultenor motives.” At that time their specches were entxrelv ‘in sympathy:
with the publlc demand%, and they‘fully agreed with the reusons ‘on which they' were
based. My friend Mr. Kunzru ‘referred to this matter ‘but" he was - somewhat
inaccutate, because' these are facts affectmg our’ local leglslatlon. A few months
after, there' came Mr. Montagu 8 remgnatlon and just at'that time the local European
Association sént out that Clrcular to which Mr.- Kanzru has referred,” which showed
a cha'inge of front.’  Now I must pomt out that the highest officers in the province
have not really changed their front aa seems to be the general idea because after this
Circular was sent out, before the Retrenchment Committee, of which I had the
honour to be & member; the official withesses have endorsed the position which they .
took formeily. And it is the deliberate cplmon of this Committee which -consisted of

six members, five elected and one nominated, and which again was presxded over

by one of the biggest and ane of the most e\perlenced officers in the province, that

recruitment in England must be stopped at present.’ - I shall read out to you a

‘passage or two from this Report. Atpage 15 the Report says: - “It is largely on

the adnissions of official witnesses, as well as on the documentary and statistical

'mformatlon Wthh we have collected that we - base our recommendations in the

ensumg paragraphs”. Itis therefore not on political speeches and on the statements
of ‘our own men but on official documents and official’ witnesses that we have based
our conclusions. ‘Then further on we say : -~  All that we need say is that obviously

" the employment of an agency paid at Englxsh rates is more expensive than one paid ‘

at Indian rates, aud can only be justified on- other than merely financial grounds,
though we cannot help observing that it seems inconsistent that, after the general
principle of Indianization had been accepted by Government, the strength of the -All
India Servnces and the number of Europeau officers in them has- gone on steadxly
mcrtasmg duiing the past thirty years in spite of the fact that during that time the
standard and‘'morale of the  Provincial Public Services has improved out of all
recognition.” Therefore there are no grounds, administrative, or grounds of policy
for the retextion in its present form of the imperial services. We made it clear that
on financial ground: also the present policy cannot - be’ supported. - This is the
deliberate opmlon of the Retrenchment Committee presided over by aneofficial of
vast experience ; and at the end of the next’ paragraph of this Report we recommend
that this principle be adopted in the case of the services which fall in  this category.
In order to facilitate the intrcduction of the organization outlined = above, we
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recommend that recruitment for the "All-India“ Services be curtailed or completely
stopped, as the case may be. o e e e

I shall now go back to the first part of this very imrortant resolution. Now
theré has been a proposal for the appointment of a Commission to inquire into the
alleged financial and other grievances of the Imperial Services.. fo far as’ I know
these other grievances can all be converted into financial grievances. If theré are

other grievances of these services, all they will say is: pay vs mcre money and-

~ then we shall not complain.~ A charge that can be levelled against us on’ the
~ passing of this resolution is : why docs the Federation which bases its™ case 'for
political advance on reafon and argumenr cbject even to the appointmentofa
Commission to inquire and report on the grievances of the services so that' we’ shall
be in'a position to know whether there is any justification’ for their demands?
Our reply to that is that the services bave really no grievance, their- grievance is

merely financial. As it is, they are the costliest services in - the world ‘and’ India is-

the poorest country in the world; and the costliest eervice in. the world cannct
demand that more and more burdens be put every day on  the poorest country in
the world. It is on this ground we say that we cannot hear them if they have any
- financial grievance. With these words 1 suprort the resolvtion as it stands in all
- its aspects (cheers). , L S T R
Professor Sapre (Poona); in further supporting lAhé."re'solvixtiqn si?id'::-—"_" - i:
- Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen. I want to emphasize one aspect of the
question which has been neglected so to speak by my predecessors, and that ‘is- the
constitutional aspect. We may look at any government from two points of views the
policy of the government and the personnel of that government. Now the policy of

the Government of India so far as the e'ement of responsibility has been 'introdaced

into its determination has been laid out in the whole of the Government of India’ Act -

and that Act cannot be changed within the next eight years. But the’ second half
of :the government, namely, the personnel of the gcvernment and the « regolation -of
that personnel, is cpn:ained, strange to say, only in one cbscure .section of that Act.
That section says that rules regerding the recruitment and discipling .of' the public
-services of India may be made by the Secretary of State or power: for doing so may be

delegated by the >ceretary of State either to the Governor-General'in® ¢ouncil or ‘to .
.the local legislaturers. Now this resolution wants the Secretary’ of State to make an .

immediate use of such extensive powers that have been given to him .under : the Act
and it would be a test of - the sincerity of those who waunt to “give a fair trial tothe
reforms, if the Secretary of State could make an immediate use of - those powers.
- What bas_happened is this; that on account of the increasing pressure that is- beitig
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-brought to bear on the governments of this country, provincial as well as central; the -

policy cof the government is being made more conformable to the wishes of the people;
but most unfortunately it is also happening that the personnel of that -govérnment is

getting mote and more obdurate. In fact there js a great danger, 4 . great: canstitu- -

-tional danger,that the position of these: services . might become. strouger . under

the new regime and a scrt of differential treatment like that . which the "services get

on the Continent where they have got separ.;xte laws, where sll cfficers are amenable
to a law distinct f{rom what the people are umenable to, might come . to be accorded
to tlese services. . The creation of such a body of . persons is $0:be.- feared in this
country, That wovld be a great calamity. ; It is therefore n'ecessﬁry that the ger~
vices should be entirely amenable to the Government and to the Governor-Genezal
so that the pressure of public opinion could be brought to besr opon them. -]
therefore support the resolution which wants the Secretary of State 'to . make ) an
immediate use of the powers vested in him and 10 make such rules as would be - more
and more conformable to the changed conditions of the country (cheers). L

er. M. R. Dixit (Nagpur) further supported the resolution in a b"-er
speech.’ . !

The resolution was then put to the vote and carricd unanimously,

\

Mr. M D
Dixt



(52)

L R T SRR S SECRETARY OF STATE'S POWERS,
ﬁy. N.M, Mr. N. M. Joshi, M.L.A., moved the followmg resolunon in Marathl S
Joshi L

o Thxs meetmg of the All-India beetals attaches the utmost 1mpor'.ance to the
prmc:p1e laid down with emphasis by the Joint Select : Committee of Parliament on
the Government of India Bill of 1919 to the effect that where an executive Govern-
ment in India and its Legislatures are in agreement on.any matter, there should
be no interference by bigher authority except when Imperial interests are involved.
“It.regards it as an essential condition for the growth'of Indian constitution and the
-~ preparation of the Legislatures for the ultimate responsibility of the whele move-
‘mept, and it trusts further that besides loyally observing the principle, the Secretary
of State will give it full scope by releasing the Government of India frém the
- obligations to consult him previously in such matters, both by liberal interpretation
of the 1ul¢s and. regulations on the subject ‘and by modxfymg these wherever
s Necessary, .- «

'I‘.rof. P " Prof. Jog (Poona) in suppbrﬁfxg the resolution said ;—

Mr. President, fellow delegutes, ladies and gentlemen :—I cannot claim to

have any inside acquaintenance with the question raised in this resolutiou and I am

« ... - therefore unable to speak to you on this ‘question from such information. 1 cannot
* cite cases for your information of the experience of the Secretary of State such as
‘that which is deplored in this resolution, I shall therofore commend this resolution
-to you with a few general observations. We all desire that India should progress

~ a8 soon as it can towards the attainment of full dominion status, We want to be~
~'masters of our destinies in this land as other people are masters of their destinies
‘in their lands. ‘We have already passed a resolution that immediate steps should
-be taken towsrds the fulfillment of this demand of ours for further constitutional
advance. We, are told by those who are in authority that this demand cannot be
-fulfilled without an amendment of the Government of India Act of 1919 and as that

. is not possible under the present circumstances this demand is one that cannot be
- met. It is not for me to examine on this occasion the merits of this contention;
_ but we venture to think that it is possible for those who are in authority to take
.immediate steps towards the fulfillment of the legitimate aspirations of the people of
.- this country without an amendment of the  Government of India Act, 1919. Mr,
‘Samarth indicated how steps can be taken by the British Parliament and others in

- authority towards the realization of full responsible government in the provinces
by developing certain functions by which the executive councillors could act as
_those that were responsible to the legislatures. - He told us how the authorities can

- place on the estimates the salaries of the executive councillors in the ‘provincial and

- - the central governments.. In one of the resolutions that were passed to-day we
indicated how steps can be taken by the authorities by the mere exercise of the

- powers which are given to them by the Government  of India Act to make the

. services in India amenable to the will of the legislatures here and in this resolution
we are now asking that the wholesome practice begun by our late Secretary of State
of nou-interference in all matters in which the governments in this country acd
~their legislatures agree should be allowed by the present authorities to grow into an
established function. We need not be shy of this word “function”. In fact no
written constitutions can fulfill all the legitimate aspirations of any people. Most
of the rights of the people of England, for instance, are secured to them, not by the

* written constitution but by the functions that have grown around the constitution
of England.. We 8sk the authorities here and in England to allow 'such functions to

. grow around the present constitution in order to enable Indians to take further steps
along the path of full responsible government and in this resolution, as I told you,

" we ask the present authorities not to interfere in matters on which the - governments
in India and their legislatures are in agreement. This was the practice begun by
our late Secretary of State and with the change of government in Great - Britain,
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" suspicions have been created in the miods of the people of this countty that the I’rof. Jog.

Governmeaf of India Act may not be carried out in spirit, though there are men who
think that it would not be carried out even’ in letter. Iknow that the pres‘-nt pnme
minister of England and the present Secretary of State for Ind.a have made
declarations that they would faithfully carry out the Government of India Act. 1919.

If they now want to demonstrate to the people of this country that these declarahons :

by them are in all good faith, then here is an opportunity for them. We ask them
to allow this practice to grow into a function, to allow many other. functiona to grow

- round our constitution. If their declarations are made in good faith, let them stick .

1o this practice ; it is not a new practice, it is already there. - All we ask them to do
is to adhere to it. That is how I look upon this resolution as a very unportant one
because it shows to the authorities here and in England what immediate steps can be
takenin fulfillment of the demand that we have pressed upon them in our resolution

yesterday for full dominion status. I therefore trust that thxs resolution * will '
commend itself to you all and that you will pass it with your whole-hcarted support -

{cheers). , . : 3
The resolution was carried unanimously. : o -

MESSAGE FROM INDIAN Cmusmms.

The President :—The Federation will be glad to hear that we haves recexved
{from the Indian Christian Conference at Lucknow a message of cordmhty to our

Federation (Cheers).
] INDIANS OVERSEAS,

-Mt G. A. Natesan (Madres) —

.

Ladles and Gentlemen, the resolution committed to oy charge runs as '

{ollows j==

This meeting of the All- Indxa Liberals wishes to convey to tbe lmpetml

Cabinet of Great Britain its sense of concern at the undesirable effects produced on -

the minds of the people of India by the reports that are received bere from time to
time of the obstacles and difficulties in the way of the appllcatxon to the Crown
Colony of Kenya of the principles embodied in the resolution of . tbe Impenal
Conference 1921, and trusts that the Cabinet which had icfluential representatlves
st the Conference, including the then Prime Minister and Colomal Secretary, wxll be
able at an early date to carry out those principles in the letter and in the spmt.

(2) This meeting of All-India Libersls condemns the anu—lndmn policy
pursued by the Government of the Union of South Africa and by the Provinces
<omprised in the Union where the position of Indiansis eteadily deteriorating, and
while fully aknowledging that the Government of India have fully identified them-

selves with Indian sentiment in this matter, as in the interests of Indians overseas,
generally urges that Government to continue to bring pressure to bear on the Union

Government to accept the policy enunciated in the resolution of the Impenal
Conference of 1921, :

This resolution is lengtby and speaks for itself and it has the further advnntn'ge

~ that it will be spoken to at length by my friend Paadit Gokarnath Misra. I therefore -

. propose to content myself to making a few observations and that of a very genersl

<haracter. As youn are aware the first part of this resolution refers to the position
of the Indians in Kenya. It concerns the welfare and in‘erest of about 30,000 of
our countrymen. Kerya is a Crown Colory and so the representative of the . Buitish
‘Government, the Colonial Secretary, who was a party to the- Imperial Conference
tesolution, is bound in honour to see that the terms of that .:resolutlon sre fulfiled.

.]lr. Q. AL

Natesan
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’

MY CA] You will all be glad to know that the late Colonial Secretary, Mr; Churchill,: wheo

Notesan

r .;o.-uf

Aot

nnade tbe famous pronouncement and ‘caused a ot of alarmi and’ disgust, in. this
countty by saymg that Kenya should be' considered distinctly. a British ° "Colony
is now no longer at thehead of that department and though' Mr.: Ormsby. Gore, the
present Under Secretarv isa conservatxve, I* bave been assured by competent

. anthormes th'\t he is a liberal in spmt and that at any rate from his hands we may

expect justice. 1 have also been told by ths correspondent of the Leader. who is
agentleman,v&ho is'expected to'be in the know that there is a prospect of this
quesuon of the Indians in I\enya being satisfactorily :settled, . We have long been
accuetomed to llve m hope and in thls case perhape we have also to lxve in hope.,f

TS ARE N ;
i Thenl tum to qonth Afrlca where m concerns the mterest of over a lac and
a half of our, coutrymen. . This question - of  South Africa naturally brings to my
mind and to the. minds of most of you and I am sure of others who would hear of
this resolutxon the great and the brave stmggle wlnch Mr. Gandhi and his comradee

there waged for the honour and interest of our countr) men in South ‘Africa- (cheers)

" We all thought that at least the terms of Smuts-Gandhi agreement would be -

falthfully fulfilled ; but twice in the h1story of 'this . unfortunate transaction Mr.
Smuts has broken faith, The Union -of South Africa is a Self-Governing Colony
and wg have to regretfully coufess that even the British Impenal Government seems

2o have no influence over, them.. 50 much is the prejudice against lndxans there,
1hat chnaperson llke the R, Hon ble Shripivas Shastri who could present this
questlon in a manrer worthy of the cause aid 1éast offensive to others concerned,

was told politely by Mr. Smutelhat it - would .be . difficuit for hi§ Government to
welcome kim. This is the position in which we are plac=d I don’t .wish to dilate

zpon it further, but I venture to make one observation: :The history. of the' quesnon
oftny gnevan(:es of the Iudlans in Kenya and in South Africa is at its best and
at its worst a lus*ory of  comprémisas broken and pledges unfulﬁlled Sir waaswamy
Auer, the Rt. Hon ble Shrmwaea blmstn and others have been pointing” out and
domg the Very pmnlul but necessal’y duty of warmng the authorities here’ and in
England that in Ivdxa many people have fost faith~in Great Britain and - I “think ‘it
behoves s to \\arn the authonues hete and in England to see that this!faith is not
completely‘lost and that evenn thOse few who like most of us llere, believe,
mspxte of " its a.l)erratlon(s ‘llld its ‘fatal mlstakee, in’ the -+justice- and

ultlmate rlghteousness ol' the British Rule in Indxa are bound to ‘point out that
ll this queetlon is not satxnfactonly solved, “the' “cousequences’ will- be - serious.
“You“ate hware of thé | many maghificeqt specches which ‘were delivered by our friend

- -the Rt. Hon'ble Shastri during his recent Dominion tour and of those, speeches one

»was'a very remarkable one and I have studied: the words of that speech very carg-
fully,- It wus:delivered at the Montreal Reform Club and he told these peOple faée-

-to face: .. *My countrymen have long put up with ‘many msults but if any colony or
.dominion bereafter tries to play the part of a bully, then, the Indlans  will return It
;and many-Indians may.be forced to consider whethsr it s Worth bemg under a
'commonv.ealth where parts of the commonwealth treat Jus with m]ustlce aud .nsult
and even with indignity”. (cheers) 1 would ask you to' bear with m: for a few
minutes when I quote the concluding portion of a paragraph from a document drawn
“up’ &nd published for the benefit of the authorities i England and in - India’, by -our
‘two esteemed friends Mr. Andrews and Mr. Poltock who have long served us- faith-
“fully and wéll- (cheers). After ‘narrating the ~various grievances to, which. our
countrymen in South ‘Afric1, East Africa and in other places are subjected to- every

'day and warning the authorities of the situation and of the urgerit peril that stares

'us in the face, they wind: up that statement with these remarkable words: ¢ We are
\.tfcpmxon that nolhmg could be more disastrous i in India at the present time than .

a widespread conviction thac the Colonial Office is determined to reduce so vital a
. ; .
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‘document as that embodying the Imperial Conference reaolutlon of July 1921 with ‘Mer’ A-e
'regard to equal Indian status to a mere scrap of paper- The time appears to us to Natesan
have come for the Indian Government itsell to declare that there is nv possibility of -
be people of India being willing to remain permanently within the British ‘common-
'\\ calth of nations except upon terms of actual and not merely thoretical equality. -
:Such a declaration would clear the air. It would show more plain'y than anythiog -
 else to the colonial office in Loudon and to the South African Union Government
‘that by these perpctual bumiliations and disatilities -to Indians abroad, they are
‘forcing an issue from which they themselves migbt well recoil”.  There is one bright
aspect to this otherwise very unhappy position and it is this that sioce ths time of
: Lord Hardinge the Goveroment of India have whole-heartedly sympathised with the -
'grievances of our countrymen not only in South Africa but in other parts of the
,world as well and I hope I am stating thz bare fact that all of us feel very grateful
to the Government of India of the present day also for the strenuous. fight they are °
[ putting up ou behalf of the Indians in colonies and the Indians overseas, I do ven:
! ture to think that the protest of such an important body as this will not go in valn. '
| With these few words I move this resolution which I have alrchy read -

‘out (cheers)
' .
; Pandit. (:ol\qrnath Misra (Lucknow) in supporting the teaolutxon m ;
Hindi gave the history of Kenya Colony and pointed out the part’ taken By the .
Indians in populating the said Colony. Now that about thirty thousand of the j
‘Indians were there the terms on which they were to live in that Colony were. being
considered. The question of the non-transfer of the agricaltural holdi‘ngs‘ on .
" Highlands to Indiane, ths question of the application of the rule of compulsory
segregation both residertial and commercial to the Indians, also of placing the
* Indiahs on a common electoral roll with the European settlers and lastly of prohibiting . .*
the Indian Emigration were now being considered and discussed by the colonial

. office and it was the emphatic cry of the Indians that in deciding these ‘questions- :
the policy of equal status to all the Membzrs of the British Commop-Wealth as

* determined by the Imperial Conference of 1921 should be followed. Regarding -

. South Africa, the speaker referred to three pieces of legislation passed by the Natal..

. Government, two of which had been vetoed by the Union Parliament of South Africa- -

" and one bad been passed subject to certain modifications, He pointed out the, .

- injustice of substituting licensing Boards for licensing cfficers and of making them

. cousist eptirely of Europeans arnd of making their decision final. He also referred "

" to the attempt on the psrt of the Natal Government to deprive the Indians settled .

. in Natal of the municipal franchise. Then there was the Durban Segregation Act, .

. the object of which was to forbid the Indians from scquiring Jands in areas marked.

+ for Europeans which had been subject to certain modifications passed by the Union -
Govemment. All these measures could not be acceptable to India which Was . now .
a member of the British Common-Wealth. He pointed out with a feeling . of !

~ gratitude the way how the Government of India had helped. their cause and he
appealed to the Government of England to give effect to the desire of Indxans
conveyed in this resolutior, -

The resolution was camed'unammously.

-

Rt. HON, SASTRI,

- The boe. Sir Maneckji Dadabhoy said :—

Ladies and Gentlemen, I feel certain you would not like me to dl:.solva Jhls ‘
Conference without placing on record our appreciation of the eminent services -,
rendered ty our Presidert to the country. I shall therefors: call ‘upon our well-
known citizen Rao Bahadur V, R, Paudit to move the next tesolutlon.
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‘Rao Babadur V. R. Pandit said :— L

Mr. President, fellow delegates, ladies and gentlemen: You will have
noticed that the summons to me to move this resolution comes from an unusual
quarter. It does not come, a1 it came in the case of the previous speaker, from the
President. 1suspect al:o that most of you are unaware of the terms of the resolution
which I am asked to move, the gist of which has already been given in a way by

“our worthy Chairman of the Reception Committce. I shall thereforo first proceed

to read out the terms of the recolution that has been entrusted to my charge :

“ This meeting of the All-India liberals emphasises its high appreciation of
the services rendered to India by the Rt. Hon’ble Mr. Shrinivas Shastri by his
recent tour in the dominions and thanks the dominions for the welcome adcorded to
him” (Cheers). The way in which you have received the wording of this resolution
makes it clear to me that only a few words are necessary for me to commend it to
your hearty acceptance. Our worthy Presilert, the Rt. Hon'ble Shrinivas Shastri,
as'yOu know, has only returned barely three weeks ago from the tour which is
mertioned in this resolution. A preliminary history of this tour is not necessary
at any length, for the previous speakers when dealing with the last resolution which
we have passed have already alluded to the question of immigration which has
been exercising the mind of the people and the Government of India for many years
past ; and to the way in which the public and the Government of India bave been
striving their utmost not only for the sake of a few individuals that may -be resident
in the colonies but also for a due upkeep of the sense of dignity and self-respect

~ which we ourselves, Indians in-this country feel, in respect to the position of the

Indians in the dominions in the British Commonwealth, The Government of India
have for a long time past taken a strong line of action. A resolution was passed
in the Imperial Legislative Council ar.d accepted by the Government for enforcing
the principle of reciprocity, should need arise. Those of us who were present at
the last Federation will remember that the efforts which our wortby Presid.nt made,
no doubt with the full support of the Government of India and the Secretary of
State, at the Imperial Conference which was held last year to rccure the recognition
of an equal status for Irndians in all parts of the British Ccmmonwealth, were
successful to. a considerable extent (cheers). Not all the Colonies and Self-
governing Dominions did agree but a great many of the fprincipal Dominions -and
Colonies, at any rate, put before themselves the ideal of working up so as to secure
for Indizns in the Colonies an equal status with the Dritishers everywhere, In
responsé to that resolution the premiers of the Celonies that. were assembled there
and who supported the resolution and wholeleartedly accepted it so far as their
individual efforts could secure its accomplishment, extended a cordial invitation to
our worthy President and Jnsisted upon his visiting the various Colonies,
particularly,- New Zecaland and Canada, not merely with a view to placing
the request of the people of India or of the Indian Government before the
Government of the Colonies but to educate the parliaments as we may call them, ~ or
whatever tho particular designation by which the representative assemblies of those
Colonies may be called, and the people there to a proper understanding of the
position of the Indians and the necessity for giving them an equal status in the
Colonies. In response to that invitation' the Government of India deputed our
worthy President to these places and he went there, No doubt, no great hopes in
the sense that an immediate accomplishment of the object which we were aiming
at conld be obtained at once were entertained by any one conversant with the Self-
Governing Colonies and Dominions, despite the backing of the Government of India

despite the prestige of His Majesty’s Government which was contained in the
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resolution which was passed in the Imperial Conferences It ;must be remembered . -
that the Self.governing Colenies would not tolerate interference from above any R

more than we are prepared to tolerate, as we have expreseed in the strongest terms
a little while ago, an undue measure of intetference by the Secretary of State in the
work of the Indian Legislature. With those difficulties clearly befcre every one who
kuew the affairs of the Colonies and their pcsition in the British Commonwealth,
no body was so fanguine as to expect that the Rt. Hon'ble Shrinivas Shastri on his-
return would bring with bim copies of the enactments of the various legislatures
giving to the Indian residents in those Coionies the full privileges of citizenship.
- But gentlemen, although we did not pitch our hopes high we certainly did not go
merely on a false errand.  We went there in orcor, in the first place, to sbow to
the British people ond to the people in the Colonies that the Indians were not to be
judged harshly and unjustiy because they may not bhave had the gcod fortune to
come into contact with representative Indians of high education and of really
national type. The Rt. Hon’ble Shrinivas Shastri served in those places with all
these difficultier, with all these prejudicies which the people entertained with regard
to Indians, the purposes of an smbassador, an ambaesador from the vaemmem
of India, an ambassador, from the people of this country, despite what a few pecple might
choose to say to the contrary, in order to convert the peoples of the colonies and’ the
governments of those coloines to our point of view; and all I can say is that those of youn
who have read an account of bis doings frem time to time in -the "public press and the
resume of his activities as given by himself recentiy in Pcona and Bombay will fally

tealize that despite various difficulties he has been able to achieve to a very great’ extent -

the object with which he set out; namely, inducing in the people of the colonies a.. better
understanding with regard to the people ¢f India-and of the Indians settled in those
colonies. As a result, in certain of the: colonies the Governments . practically agreed to
introduce legislation into their parliaments with a view to, secure. justice. to  the Indians

resident there. In other places where the difficulties were still greater, he has: tried to -

induce the people, particularly the labour, to whom the economic problem presents itself
in & vivid aspect when the competition tf theirs with the Indians is brought face to face,
and has secured their adbesion to a programme of amelioration of .‘tke . low - condition of
the Indians setteld there, such as for example in- British Columbia. I Canadd tco, he also
despite the evil effects of the Komagata Maru he secured the ‘sympatbiés of ‘the” people.-.
and of the governtent so that I fully believe and every one of you will agree with me
in thinking that in the difficulties that faced him and in spite of the- kind of . prejudices
that bave been ingrained for so many -years” past in the peoples of the colcnies, he Las
succeeded ju achieving a great step forward so far as the amelioration ¢f the position of
our fellow countrymen resident in those colonies is concerned, towards attainment of the
geal of an equal status for Indians in those colonies with the other citizens there. .Of
course you all rememebr that Mr. Natesan in poiriting out just now how things- stced in
-South Africa has pointedly drawn attention to a feature of the . Rt Hon’ ble -Shrinivas
Shastri’s advocacy which is well known not only t6 all of us who have seen him ' conduct
the proceedings of our Federation but which has now a world, wide reputation, viz.. that
while firm in his truth, while not giving ip 2 jot of. what he’ is aiming at, he adopts a
most persuasive style, he never ignores the difficulties that are present to his ‘eppcnents.
and others and by frankly admitting their difficulties and by seéing their point of view
makes his case all the stronger, instead of pitching it unduly bigh withcut a’ reccniticn
of the other side of tbe question. This sort ¢f advecacy of his combined with the eloquence
which he undoubtedly yossessesin a pre-eminent degree, has evoked the panegyrics of
people not only here and in the colonies but also in the mother of parlisments itself, . e
in England. With such alilities and tact and eloquence be bes ackieved tke cbject in a
much greater measure than anybody else that we ean think of could possibly have done
(cheers): With these words I commend this resolution to your scceptance, ‘(Cheers) o

B.V.R.
Papdit_
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. Mr R N. ‘.&'yjangax" (Madras) in secon.clii}gv. the resolution saidi——

- Sir Maneckji, Ladies and Gentlemen. 1 know youlove action, you Lave been -
demanding it; but I love talk. In fact™ I live by talking (Laughter and a voice:
“All Of us”). But let me tell you I came to this Federation at Nagpur fully

resolved to Jearn and not to speak. I kept this resolution virtuously till this moment
' wben you, Sir Maneckji, called upon me to support this resolution. If however,

T am to break my resolution, I am sure you will all agree with me that T cannot possibly
find a better subject than the Rt Hon' ble Shrinivas ‘\hqstrl (cheers). I am told that other

» people too have broken their resolutions where the Rt. Hon’' ble Shrinivas Shastri is

concerned I am told that even the colonies and the dominions have broken some of their
resolutions (cbeers) though not all. They often yielded in the presence of the Rt. Hon’ ble
Shrinivas Shastri to his persuaions. Now in the Rt Hon’ ble Shrinivas Shastri you find a
combination of qualities which perhaps you don't find in anybody else: imposing-
personality, charming manners, persuasive eloquence, convincing: logic, supreme tact
(cheers).. If it were not for the simple fact that all of us see bim here in flesh and blood
sitting in our presence, if it were simply a description of a man combining all these
qualities in such a supreme degree, I am sure every one of us would have taid, that such

‘a combination is impossible, that it is & miradle: the Rt. Hon'ble Shrinivas Shastri is a

myth he does not exist. But it so happens, gentlemen, that the Rt. Hon' ble Shrinivas
Shastri exists here. He is here wtih us and may we pray tn God that he may be spared
to us for very many years to come (cheers ); that neither the Government nor he will he
sdtisfied Wmh all he has undoubtedly accomplished, and that if necessary he will over and
over again go abroad and plead for the cause of India, Ladies and gentlemen, it is

- unnecessary for me to s say anything further and I would ask you to render our thanks to
. 'the Rt Hon’ ble Shrinivas Shastri aud to render them in the nmsxest znd most enthusiastic
manner that we  can possibly do. (Loud and prolonged cheers). -

The Hon’ble Sir M. B. Dadabhoy Ladies and Gentlemen: you bave heard
this resolution which has- been so eloquently proposed by Rao Babadur V. R.

Pandit and so ably seconded by Mr Ayyangar. Gentlemen, I agk you now as
-8 mark of affectxonate respect for the - Presxdent to pass this resolution standing.

The resolutxon was passed unammously, all present, remammor standing,

" The President: There is one resolutlon of importance ‘which still has to be

‘ ‘yhoved from the chair.- This resolution 'was by nnstaLe omitted in the Army

Resolution - which we discussed in - part. ‘yesterday., It was however spoken to, by -
those geutlemen who addressed you on the subject of the Army. I rectify that

omission. [ bave to’move the resolution from the chair and no speech is there-

fore necessary.

| INDIAN TERRITORIAL FORCE.

¢ Tlus Federatnon earnestly appeals to the youth of Indxa to take the fullest
advantage of the Indian -Territorial Force ‘Act and to “enroll themselves in lar ge
numbers in the Territorial Force. It also appeals to the Government to take all
posmble steps to promote and popularise enrclment in the Force.

. . The resolution was carried unanimously. ,,
| LIBERAL ORGANISATION.

The President:— The first resolution concerning  ourselves and our organi-
sations which I am desired to put before you isas followsi—
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That this Federatxon is of opinion thatthe timehas srrived to make earnest

&orts for the better organisation of the Liberal Partyin the country, for the sys-
tematic spread of the Lﬂ:exal pricciples emcrgst the electorstes. and for that purpose
appoints an Executive Ccnimittee under the Chaiimanship “of the Fresident consis-
ting of ome representative of each constituent kedy of the Federstxou with the
General Secretaries as ex-officio Secretaries. ~

4 That the Secretaries be asked to Lold electxons for the Encutwe Committee
|>efure the 31st of Janvary 1923.

That the funds with the General Sectetaries be placed at the dlsposal of tbe
Ixecutive Comxmttee who should also collect additional funds [or thelr woxk

That the Executive Committee should present a report of tbeu' work to the
. mext’ meeting of the Federation. v

As one’ mémber of tlis important Execntive Ccmmittee, I realise the res-

ponsibility ycu cast vjcn ws -by means. of this, resolution. - You wish-i@ done”
2pparently on a scale much larger than bas been attempted before. Itisa very

difficult work butas we are assured that-thereisa gcod deal of earnestness which
requires only to be co-ordinated and organiesed in thé country, we vndertake it in
full hope that when we report as required by the last clanse.before 1923, we
- shall have something really to report. Iput the proposition to you..: - -

The lecolutxon ‘was carried.’

Gther Resolutxons.

The following xjesolutions were, put from the Chair hnd carried un.aniuiously:-'-' .

’

Inpian ReFomrys Oomu'rms. L

% Y

“This Federation authorises the Execuhve Commmce to take the neoessary

steps to meet the labilities due on account of the Indian. Reforms Committee in
London, and to-take steps to reconstitute the Commxttee in vxew of Mr. Cottonl
resignation and other vacancies in the Commm‘ee N

General Secretaries for 1923, , B L" _r I

“Resolved that Mr. G. K. Deodhar M. A., and Mr, N. M Josln B A,

3

M. L. A, be the General Secretaries of the Natxonal Liberal Federation of Indla :

during the year 1923, The Federation thacks the Secretaries who held pffice last

year and made success 50 far possible.”
COUNCIL FOR 1923

“That the Councﬂ of the Al-Tndia Liberal Federahon for 1923 be constitu-
ted accordum to the lists furnished to the General Secretaries before the 1st
February 1923 by the Provmcxal Leagues and Associations.”.

Professor Kanitkar invited the Federation to meet next year in Poona, Alr.

Ambekar seconded the invitation. The invitation was accepted.

»
L]

VOTE OF THA\KS.

The Hon'ble &ir M. B, Dadabhoy called upon er G. M. Chx’cnans to
move a vote of thanks to the President.



<Sir @. M.

Llitoayis:

Bir Bepln
Krishua
Bose,

¢
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. Qu- G. 7\[ Chitnavis: Ladles and Gentlemen it is my pleasant duty to-
ask you. to give 2 vote of thavks to our worthy  President, the Rt Hoo'be
\rmuaea Sastn (cheers) R. B. V. R. Pandit has told you what important
services he has rendered when he w ent to the Colonies to secure equal rights for: .
the Indiansin those Colonies.  We also know that he bas placed India under deep-
obligation by the services he has rendered to ws in the Imperial Conference and
qlso in the several conferences that took place in Kurope and America. The
mantle of the late Mr, G. K. Gokhale, our worthy leader (cheers), and anardent
patriot, has wortbily fallen. upon him. He has maintained that reputation; and not
only has he maintained it but he has enbanced thatreputation (hear, hear and cheers)
We 'all. hoPe that he will ]ong he spared to work for us and for our country in
more 1mp01tfmt spheres. 1" am sure that his services to our country will elicit-
approbation -and -thanks from each one of us. . As regards our conference, I need

~not say how important his services have beento us. Those whobave heard his

presidential address on the first day cannot but think that he has bas been to us
a réal gmde, fnend and phllosopher (hear, hear). There were many mxsgmnors when- we
invited the Federation to Nagpur that it would not bé a success. But those fears have beem
dissipated and if the Federation has been a success, the whole of it is due to the Rt Hon”

- ble Shrinivas Shastri (cheers) I thank him and all the delegates for commv here and for-

mqkmw tlns Federauon a sﬁcceqs (cheers)
\ er Bepmﬁlxmshna.. Bose, Kt,. in_ seconding the vote of thanks said:—

Ladies and Gentlemen. It is a  privilege that I should have been
called upon to add my humble voice to what has fallen from my esteemed friend, Sir
Gancradhmao Chitnavis. But whent the heart is* full;‘the tongue " is silent. I am just now
‘In than ppsmon, OUE 1§, uoes not matter, for, who is there here who does not recognize
,anid recognizing does not realise the eminent services which our president has rendered
to oor mothelland?(Cheers) These services constitute for the nation its title deed of
“honour. Let then our keart’s prayer go the Giver of. All Good that his precious life be
preser ved for'us and for o guidance, to lead us to our goal through the thorny patly
that lies ahead of us;'Let him be ferever an-inspiration . for' high ideals and for more-
sdmprotant: torks. India has need of such. Let us then . gratefully. convey_ to him how
deeply we are indebted to bim fof. having done ,us the honour, to preside over this-
Federation and for bringing these ploceedmnrs to what I believe to a great success-
(cheers). I hope you will pass. with, acclamation the vote of, thanks proposed by my-
esteemed friend (cheers) e

'

, “ , R iﬁ W.'R. Dhobley fdri.:hexﬂéepéoete(i tile'fr;otie\n in a brief speech.

) :' " The Motlon was cartied amidst oud cheew

President's
«Couclading

8peech,

The President’s Goncludmg Speech.

Ladies and Gentlemen, and Frwnds: I don't’ find words which can convey even a-
-part of the feelings ‘which :uiow fill .my "heart,” You  seem spparently to be agreed
that ‘our proceedings during the last three days have been successful. I do hope they-
have been. ] ant sure my friends think that i they have not exceeded, they certainly-
have not fallen below the achievements of the last two years.Butif this be true, if this
year's Federation has had a successful session, depend upon it, the credit is due to the
Chairman of the Reception Committee of Nagpur (cheers), and to those associated with-

_ bim in the work of mxl;inor these proceedings possible. To Sie M. B. Dadabhoy we are-

under a great debt of oblwwtxon A busy man, engaged in many persuits which are likely
‘1o engross the energies of people, he still has found it possible to be amongst us for

three da)s during the long time the proceedings were held and attending to the-
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actual ~management of the conference. You all likewice . rcmem‘l.)er - the
lavish hospitality of which we were the recipients yestercay : evening. 'I:o &31' M. B.
Dadabhoy, T think you will give your thanks most beartily (Cheers). It is difficoit to
select from amongst bis_associates those who are entitled to cur especial tkanks, Tam

sure the office bearers will come in for a large share cf vur thevks; tut I kave Leen told
that there are som® who gave to the business which kes just been fo trivmplantly

President’s
Concludirg
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 brought to a close, a great deal of organizing ability ard much co-idirativg skill. Xr

Dravid (cheers) T am glad you bave thanked him witkcut my requesting . you, — bas
“specially requested me to mention _the pames of R. B.‘W. R. Dtobley, R. B. A.R.
Bembarwalla, and R. B. V, R. Pandit. I must also mention the Volunteers’ kand with

their captain Mr Somsn and his most loyal and able lieutenants. 1 may alsosay that
. there is a hostel here, the Chokhamela boste), the students cf which Eave played 2 greet

: part in out Federation success. To all these our thanks ‘zre specially due. But Ishall rct

; amit to mention the circumnstance, that you see cn the dais tefore yeu catain perscos
'} whom Twill not name but whose presence yon will join with me in recognizing as
| lending great weight and sutkority to cur deliteraticns (cheers). Upen tham Las fallen
{recently the confidence of tke Crown (ckecrs); Lut the ccoficerce cf tke Crcwn las rot
. as in other cases displaced and driven cut the confidence of the pecple (cheers). They
 seem to know how to reconcile divided allegiznce (laugkter). Havieg asked ycn vote fer
| thanks to these gentlemen, let me say tbat I will begin my ccncluding speech with a
( word of thanks on my part. ‘ ' : .

| You have lnid me under an extreordinary obligaticn. I belicve I am the cne
person who has had passed in Lis horour two votes of coufidence, two votes of thanke,
i one the usual one at the cnd but ancther coe, smorgst the regular prececdirge,. cf a

————

" specific character. Let me assure ycu I value this gencral and tlis speafic testim cnial e

. the highest reward which it is in your power to bestow, which it might ketle wish of an

" Indian citizen ever to earn (cteers). The words that kave been spoken cf me bave so far -

“exceeded the realities that it would te wrong of me.to sccept them in their literal
- meaning. Ladies and gentlemer, I have heard it caid belore cn geed autkerity that the
. Indian yeople either cverpay a man or grievicusly undeipay kim. They' are ‘never able
. to be very moderate. either in their tlame or in their" praise. When ycu praice a msn
- you make him almost ashamed of hin self and when you bleme a man ycu. make bim
» almost despair of himself (langker). Elscwhere I beve been tlemed, here I Fave received:
" nothing Lut praise, rothing but warm ccrmendaticn, rcthing kut. affecticrate testincny
; on every band. My gratitude cannot find expression in language. I will therefore ask ycu
! to accept frem me the highest and the decpest gratitude which it is pessible for cne
" person to convey to others, rather to attempt to convey to others, ' ‘

! Now may I say a few words on the work before us ? As 1. indicated in my
: opening remarks, we of the Noderate Farty stand in a screwkat defficult positicr.  But
those of us who krow the ccmplexity cf human sff2irs most be prepared for re-doubling
their efforts on that account, for putting up extra coursge on that acccunt rnd for
- resolving against all diffculties to rrake our cavee prevail in thke e¢rd. That™ we Fave
difficulties in our path proceediug from our smell numters, prececdirg frem the very
character of our sims and our metkods, and difficulties Bkewise preccecirg frem a
lack cf organisation and jecuniary facilities, I ecmit ; Lut thcse difficulties, instead of
disheartening us, as they seem tco often to do, skculd enable” s to grspple with these
difficulties, as I s2id befere, with re-ccubled viger and greatly rercased cctizge, New X
Lave teen teld sometimes that a spiritval people Jike these ¢f Incin always attend rather
to their cbligations and to their duties than to their rights and privileges. How often
have cur ctampicns distinguished the pecyle of India frcm the pecple of cther ccuntries
on the footing that we' think of our oLligations, while other pecple are thicking cnly of
what is due to themselves from others. Is that the cse ? Do ycu feel, that thisis praise
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to which you are entitled ? Perhaps most of you believe it, kecauseryou weuld like thar
to be the fact. But if you do so ncw, be sure that in future at least you deserve it.
Take the credit by all meaus, but deserve the credit. Now the test of accon pliskment is
the difficulty which has. been overcome. Everybody will tell you that in science the | ower
expended in producing certain results is determined almost exectly by the resistance that
has had to be overcome. Now our cause {is the liberation of India, our cause is the
restoration to India of what is often described as ber birthright: tke acquisition by India
of rights of Self-Government, not as they existed of cld Lut in a greatly ircproved demo-

cratised form, embracing not small Principalities-and Powers, here and there, but the

whole of Tndia. Do you really helieve that work of that kind, involving unifeaticn, not

‘under one Power” which presses on all alike, for that will be toon of the past, but the
_unification that proceeds as it were from the insight, from the recognition on our own

part of the unity of India, is a small thing ? And do you really believe that it should
be possible easily or that the sending of a deputation to England, the passing of a few
strongly worded resolutions, or even the expression of our resentment and anger ccca-
sionally in the Legislative Councils, are themselves sufficient to preduce that result ?
Taspite of the fact that England, through the wisdom of her statesmen, bas planted our
feet firmly on the road of Self-Government, do you doubt, do we, even the Moderates,
doubt, for a moment, that our future destiny lies entirely in our own hands and that we
should be wise to expect irr this task, not acquiescence, not cordial support and sympatby
from the Europeans settled in the land or from their friends or asscciates in England,

‘but rather much 'angi’y criticism and strong” and powerful opposition ? As you want

-your rights, so they want to preserve what they have got. If in the preservation of what
they have they exhibit energy and combination and determination to sacrifice much in

. order to get much more, if they exhibit that spirit, it is not & thing at which we have
_teason to grumble. It is only right and proper. We on the other hand, should recognise

what is our part in that business. Expecting from them every effort for the maintenance.
of ‘what they consider to be their rights and privileges, we must determine to combat

‘them by our superior energy, superior organisatior and superior resolution to sacrifice a

great deal in order to obtain a greater deal ( bear, hear and cheers), The energy with
which Englishmen here defend the rights does not surprise me in the least. It does not
grieve me in the least. Tt does not make me angry either at all. T admire them for it.
T honor and respect them for it; and I'would strongly advise my countrymen to- honor
and respect them as well and to appropriate from them this lesson _that nothing in this
world can be obtained by merely wishing it. Our Tamil saying bas it that a mantra can

mever precipitate a thing. We, on the other hand, are always 100 sure of the justice of
the thing; many people say: Is it or is it not just, is it oris it not proper, and when

they have said that with enthuiasm and conviction they think the whole world must be
converted to their view, if there is any righteousness in this world. This world goes
along the path of righteousness, let s hope, but if it goes along the path of righteoueness
it has got to be guided in that path, it doesnot go of itsown free will. We who have
the rights must be determined to defend those rights against aggression. There have
been nations before us who have lost their liberty, who were disorganised and had to be

. rebuilt into one firm, welt-knit notionality. There have been nations before us which

have been oppressed for ages, which have beén beset by difficulties even greater than
thosé With which we bave {0 grapple. There is nothing new under the sun. The only
thing new in our case is that instead of going back, as some people would say, we have
'to make up our minds to go forward, If we want Self-Governent it isnot the kind of
Self-Government that we used to enjoy before. If we want once more to be a strong,
poweful, united, pmgressivé Nation, it isin the sense in which the 'wéstem nations are
-strong and united and powerful aud progressive (hear, hear). That is to say, we want

- ‘economically to be sound, to be firm, to ke self-sufficient, and besides be able to

maintain our status amongst the very rich nations of the world. We want furtker to ke
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.amongyst the peoples of the warld a highly efficient race of workmen and tln]ll)k:;s at:::]l
politicians, and we never could be that at all till we were & th(%rougb_ly we.{-eh ue: ot
people; educated not merely in our own law, but in the new orgamsffd science oL the ¥ :;111’
provided with all te implements, not ovly of warfare, that, alas, will be necessary

for some time, but with all the implements of civilisation, with institutions which. were

not known tous before except by vague anmalogy and similitude. In.:stxmtlg:‘ls ‘t)if na
totally novel and staitiing character have got to be erecteq. sometimes with & P;ta © 3
to our peculiar genius, but more or less actuated by those ideals whc%x we are afrcl: ome

t0 asosciate with western civilisation. OQur politics bas now flown in sn.entrely Lew
-dlirection, and I say with all my conviction that it should be clearly 'unders.tood by those
‘who weuld listen to me at all that what we desire hereafter is not t_he estabhshm.ent O_f the
Rajas and Maharajas with autceratic power which they are unwilling to part with, s not

the re-esteblishment of a primary and all-consuming caste which intexftxor_lf.lly or
unintentionally has succeeded in keeping the good things of the world Jargely in its own

bands. It is not going back to an oligrachic system that we desire. But it is a system mf
‘which every nian and every womau has bis or her rights the same a8 every other man o

“woman’s, a system in which all alike might have the opportunities of self-expression .

placed at their disposal, in which democratic institutions which give the individual perfect

freedom are established firmly. Now, believe me, although it is possible to pass laws aud

-add regulations and rules to them quite easily in the course of six months or 50, itis by
1o means so easy to endew your poeple at once with that array of moral 'and intelletua)
«qualities which are necessary for the maintenance in their purity and efficiency all these
anodern institutions. When peple tell us you have got still to educate yeur g]'ectorates,,
“when they tell us that your parliamentarians in the Assembly and in the Council of State
have still to acquire certain habits, certain qualities, certain honorable rules to be of course

-aspoliticians, we throw the things back at them, but deep down in our hearts is registered

the verdict: 0, yes, there is a gcod deal in that. I assure you, gentlemen, I.am one of
those who believe that by racial characteristics and by intellectual and moral qn‘ahfles, Ot?
:a decp and fundamental ckaracter, the Indian paople are certainly qualified to be,e“t’:ufted
with full powers of Self-Government (hear, hear), but there is such a thing as tra}n;ng,
-asa period of probation. Some of you rebel at the idea that there should be probatlo.n or
training. If an outisde authority, if a person who exercises power amongst you and wishes
tokeep that power a little longer to bimself says that to you, I can understand your
turning round on bim and saying: This is only another way of prolonging my 5‘1!’]"30‘10,.“
:and your ascendency. You will be quite justified in doing that and in questioning his
-motive. But if I say this to you, you need not say that thing or a.'similar thing to me.

Now, ladies and gentlemen , I am not one of those who would treat this question lig}itly. ‘

As I know the risks to be very serious, indeed, I desire also to make eome serions
cbservaticns in the ccurse of the next few minutes. Don’t accuse ine of trying to
discourage or depress you. That is not my object or purpose. But I wish you all to
‘recognise the work that we have to do and not to underrate it in the beginning and ther,
when obstacles arise and nothing is accomplished to blame the white people or the browr,
‘the bird in the air, the atmosphere, the stars, in fact, everybody and everytbing except
courselves. If we start with too high hopes, founded on undue estimation of our strength
and then come to grief, the blame must be burs. Now, ladies-and- gentlemen, it will not
«do for me to be very specific or to be very detailed on an occasion of this kind; but I
would ask you honestly to examine yourself and to say, supposing we had daring the last
two years—I will vot take time any further back than that-full Self-Government,
-complete autonomy in our bands, Should we not have dealt adequately, firmly, generously
and wisely with the difficulties that beset the Government during the last tvo years? You'
would say: If we had it for a long time previously, we should never have brought en us
those troubles. That is a different proposition. I am asking you to imagine a condition
when, with us enthroned in power, a great movement like Non-Co-Operation had started.

Preeidenl’s
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I will assure you Non-Co-Operation is not dead in this country, it will revive in a hundred

forms later on. We have sown a seed of which generations to come are going to reap the-
- froit. Now my answer to that question would be not, by any means, a confident one; yes,.
perhaps, no, and 1. will tell you why. The reason is that during this time of unexampled
difficulties, even ‘the bést amongst us for very natural ressons, ‘I am blaming nobody,.*
even the best amongst us, did not consider that the difficulcy was ours as much as the-
Governmnut s. By all accounts  we had trouble ot‘ tbe acutest kind, pr opaganda
uudermmmrr the instinct of obedience, the love of civic virtues. Every one of us felt:
that the situation was daily g getting worse and worse. I wish to ask, at that time, that-
isto sa), aftel the house was on ﬁre, and if that was the feeliug of every inmate of the-
‘house, would persons belonging to the kouse go about saying that they bad given
warning before and that thPy had washed “their bands clean of it; or whether their-
counsel was heard or ‘not and whoever was’responsible for the conﬂagratmn, the duty
lay on all of us ahLe at that time_ to put down the conflagration, quench the flames
and then ﬂtart the 'worL of mutual 1ecr1m1nat;on ?  Itis not for the purpose, I tell you,
of aocuqnn‘ or blammg any one ; L am duly examining the situation from the pomt of
view of those who say that ever)thmw is known to us, that all the secrets are in our-
hands, the firmness and courage and capacity to deal with emergencies are all now ours..
T'am onI) deahnfr with those “ho lay claim fo all the virtues fhat lie at the Toot of the-
claim t6 Self- Govemment of a bw country,- Did the best of us realise—1 am one of
them—that the problem’ was ours just as much as it was of the Government ?  We alf-
stood ‘on the side of Jaw and order, many of us faced much unpopularity and a great
- deal of odium’; but, as a whole, chd oui' community, did the Liberal Party above all, -
evu)ce ‘2’ suﬁioxently vivid sense of -public danger, except perhaps intellectually, when
we wrote il thé press or declaimed occasionally, for if we did, we should have ‘put:
forward a much greater effort to grapple w ith the situation than it seems to me we- did.
Don’t tell me of the dlﬁiculues, I kuow them as well as youdo. .‘When the house was

~ in' flatnes and the country was- on the verge of anarchy, several of us shrank from

crowded.meetmore A good many of us kq)t telling Government to do this or to do
" that ; but T'ain afrald the charge is true that too few amongst us went about or put
then' whole soul ato the work of combattmw the common danger. Well, the Liberal
Party has been blamed for many thmds and it will not be for me to add to their sins
or wrongs b) anytbm" that { say. T amn of that Party, I am 1)10!Jd to belong to that
Party, aud that " Party has my fullest homage ‘and commands my earnest services.
Nevertheless T cannot Lut recall with'a patm what T heard in Bombay a young lady tell

* m~, when T asked her whether she‘was going to attend a meeting of the Liberals=

" \Vhy shouid I go to your meetings,” she said “ you pass zesolutxons in meetings and
- do nathing else. ook at the other people,” by “other people™ she meant the Congress

They inay be f00h<h and I'think they'are in many ways. But in' the pursnit of their
folly, because it is their conviction, they are prepared to make sacrifices; a great many

- of them lave thrown of their - professions with handsome incomes and go about making
eollections.” They collected a crore § if it is not a crore, it is a good deal , WAy be 60 lacs
but they eollected them. If there is'a meeting of the Workmrv Commlttee in Lucknow
or in far off:Tanjore, not one or two or three but a good many of them go to the
meeting, The) go and abuse each other there, it is trae ; but they go. We. don’t go.
Why don't we ? There are many more Liberals in” all parts of the country.  Why

* will they not come ?  If really. the occasion is great for the snatchuw of the crown of

" Self- Govemment., if people felt it was easy, wh_s, do they not. come and participate in
the game ? * Take another thing. - 'We all talk of our fitness for Self-Government..
1\ow Jet me tell you that i€ you want Self-Government to-morrow, and if you get it,

T am sure yoa would be fitted for it at the end of -five or ten years by committing
mistakes if you were left in peace to develop yourselt If- you want Self- Government
It is not as though any body is going to endow you withit. = We have got to win it,

thounh it isnot In our power to commqnd the means altocrethar. If that was the case,

.
L 4 -
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my question to youis: Should we be able without eny zctual division of parties to

run a system of Responsible Government. Whether we are to get = Responsible .

Government and then slowly break up into parties, or whether. we sbf)uld fall into
parties and then ask for Self-Government, is a proposition in casuistry which I ‘will not

take up; but to  the extent thatit is possible have our men declared . themselves-

sufficiently clearly ? I am not talking of the innumerable questions w'nic'h when we
go to the provinces for actual work we shall have to face. 1 fully reeognise that the

facts actually in the villages will be found. tq be very different from the facts we -

imagine them to be here or read in newspapers.: We are living in a world ‘very far

from realities. We taiked here for three days as if the country was divic d only’ info .

Co-operators and Non-Co-operators.  When you go 'to the villages g!nd 't?lk» to the
{ people and address your constituencies, if that was Madras, the ne\v-p?mt of - the
" people would be not Co-operators vs. Non-Co-operators ; the whele questicn to them

i would be Brabmapas vs Non-Bralmanas ; and you would find that in your. elections

! this cry of Brahmanas vs. Non-Brahmanas wculd be more answerable for the final

| result than any other question that ‘you bring.- You go to the Panjab; the question is

\ Mobamadans vs. Hindus, In the U.P. the question is Talugdars ts. Tensnts, Tach

‘ Province has its own pressing problems which  ¢re not those of Co-operators 3.

- Non-Co-operators. But the whole country Lowever is interested, profoundly and
vitally interested, in this question of Co-operation 2's. Non-Co-operation. -

| Now what' is Non-Co-operation ? Many of us think that Non-Co-operation

| is gone; but remember that the spirit of Nou-Co-Operation js not gone : yet. The

o
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i active forms and practice ¢f Non-Co-Operatior: are for the moment negligible, but -

' the spirit is there. Alresdy the mystic who has gained hold of the great: Rational

. organisation is tryingin Gaya to teach-tens of thousands of his courtrymen the

* mysterious proposition that Non-Co-Operation is best to be practised by Cb-Oﬁeration
. (laughter); and fuither more, that in orcer to practise evolution scientifically we must
. first effect revolution (Laughter), Now these propositions which -juggle with . words

are really juggling with men’s minds and with men’s hearts, and yet theé Pandit is

" trying to rule the political world of India. It is simply tragic. Persistence in a
i course of action which proved wrong and futile must be abandoned for other’ things,
. Persistence in wrong is not a peculiar failing of the people in the West' only.' I will
: give you one extra-ordinary instance. The other day Iread of a Congress worker
* who combined his Congress work with that of Khilafat propaganda in the unfortunate
© Cistrict of Malabar and was considered somewhat responsible for the fanactical forms
which Islam gave to Khilafat struggle in that part of the country. Tkis men went to
_ anothcr part of the country, recently and, was agtually saying to the people:” #Now
@ what did it matter? They live on the borderland of Hinduism and Islam and in that
! state of their belief it did not matter whether they were* Hindus or - Muslims.” - And

‘then he added another thing, which struck me as extra-ordinary. He said: ¢ These

people do nct care for their religion. If they did care for their religion they should

rather have fought for it and died with their children and women than have first been K
converted” (Cheers). Now that was plain. - In fact, I can understand your admiring
the sentimént that religion is a thing for which people should lay down their lives. -

But, my friends, just think what you are demanding of the people. We know in the
past that idca was reached by a very few amongst our people. Have you not reed
of pereccutions, of martyrs, of inquisitions and of the thousand and one forms which
religious persecutions take. On all those occasions did you expect the common
multitude to stand up either for their righta cr for their goal? It was only,a very

few martyrs who did that. Did you expect every one of the 30 millions to be '

martyrs ? If we had we should not have lost India altogether, we should not have
allowed_ India to become a theatre of all contending races and all mnationalities and

N
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rehgnonq under the sun. Remember that what I ask you is, v«ould any one with a‘

- heart for the future of- India go about amongst his countiymen and say, what did it
matter if the people were corverted from their faiths to another faith by force, why

- did they not fight and dic for it? That kind of view is possible only to those who
' think that nothing is sacred in this world but the success of their own individual

plans.  If they are baulked there,, they are prepared to curse everything. Now it
is that persistence of ideas which is at the present moment holding many a man, who

is othsrwise every senslble and who is likely in the course of 8 few years to prove

avaluablc cmzen, from joining the beerals from his conviction and from his inner
thoughts, " 1 ho_pe now that after the appointment of the Executive Committee when
we go about we shall be able to reach the more impressiduable of these people to
whom the past bas.taught a lesson and ask them to join our néw and comparatively
young Party, so that with their new enthusiasm we should be able to 'lay our

- Association on a really broad basis (cheers). It isin that hope that we shall be able

~ totake our docmnes to thoss whom the touch of experience has taught the essence

~of redhty, itis iir the hope that we shall be able to address them and reach them that
1 have undertaken the presidentship of the Committee “which you appomted a little

whlle ago; 'Now that requires not’ merely money which somobody or othcr of a
generous nature might give; but it - requires not merely a few but hundreds and
thousands of people. And here I may come to what Ibclieve might command ‘some
amount of assent -from you but what, I fear, may mnot be umversally accepted
Howevcr, 1 wxll clefn‘ my owa mmd about it by admxttmg you to my confidence.

Most of you say that the doctrines oE the Non- Co-operators are spread all over

~ the couutry by an -innumerable army of enthusiastic young men taken from

schools and- colleges, just touched by the wand of teachers and bidden to go forth
and spread the gospel. . They have done a wonder which we all acknowledge. Why
should not:we do likewise?. The honest truth of the matter is that most of us think
that they have pot a prosperous business,- that their briefs are always full, that

.that they 'and 'their tenants have always so much business to trapsact, that-they

~ cannot attend " to these things, and thit they would pay little money if some fellow

who bas nothing else todo goes about and does the job, and when itis right
with the ccnstituency they will comé sbout and suatch the seat (laughter). Now

- that kind ot thing will not do. Those of you who are either candidates or hope to

’ :become candidates in. yout turn, it is on you that this burden rests, not upon others.
.Now in a country which claims Responsible Government at once you should not

find a lack of people who are going to be either candidates or the friends or
canvassers of candidates. You must ga and nurse your constituency, you must go
abroad and tell them of your ideas.. That is the only way in which popular education
can be carried on in this country'in the political sphere. Luckily, our new Constitu-
tion has given us a certain number of constituencies. 1 wish there were more, but
there will be moré soon.- For the present, we have a well defined system of
constituencies which liave got to be schooled by the candidates, Now it may be that

.each constltuency had only three candidates; and these three candidates saw their

constitiencies, say, five times or six times in the course of thelr campaign, acd
impelled by the necessity of instructing them, not merely asked.for their votes in a
brief formula but set out their plans, set out their ideal of taxation of Self-Goverp-
ment, or_popular education, 1f they did -that sedulously and faithfully, asa work of
instruction for the people and as a work also of clearing up and systematising their
ideas, nothing better could be imagined. That is the principal idea 1 have in my
mind. Don't expect the five or ten people on the Committee you appointed a little

- while ago to do this work. We will do our best, but be sure you cannot have all this

work done satisfactorily by us. The educated people have- this ‘responsiblility
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-are through their mother-tongue it may te porsible for people other than the

Speech.
- candidates to manage thesc things, but in this country every educated man must t§ke~
it as his duty on himself to do something by way of training the electqral_e&

The training £ the electorates is certainly the fundamental duty that we Pa\"i"
for I assure you, Ladies and Gentlemen, in spite of the eagerness of scie of wy friends
* who want to snatch the things before their time and with ease, you never will get the
Euglish people or any pecple in the world to listen to you on a larg.‘e mat'ter berea{tgr
"unless you tell them that ycu speak not for yourself but for tke censtiteenacs wlo tafe
been canvaseed and educated on the fubject (bear, hear). Ycur Government here \\111
refuse to listen 10 you-they know us at all events, and well, they sce thrcogh cor poht}cs
-even more and clearly than wo do. And more and more you may be sure that the c_ﬁicml
answer to us will be, when we are making an effective demand: *Is that the yns\h of
your constituencies?” Mind, the masters cf this country now are the ocnsliu.xc.nmes, end
“any Governor is free to turn round on his Executive Councillors and cn his‘.Mmlste.rs and
say to them, “You ask a very big thing, it may be useful, it may be tke right thing to
do, but I want to know whether your people want it.” We must e able to assure them
that it is the case. Now we ask for Provincial Autoncmy, for responsibility in tke QG)l}ral
Government in all subjects except a few, e g., military, foreign’ sffairs, ete. These are
the biggest things that you can ask for. You ask everything promised to you in the Avgust
dJeclaration and in the frezmble to the Act; very nearly the w'holgof it. If you are gong
" to ask for that very big thing, do yon seriously believe that a resclution pasted b?' all cur
Legislatures unanimonsly will command the assent of- any decent pecple in ]‘_ng!and.?
Never. They will say it is your desire. What Las tke ccnetituency said about it? Lhat s
-why 1 am strongly of opinion that no real momentum can be gathered for our next big
<ffort in constitutional advance unless we are able to say to the people ‘of England that
- the newly created electorates and our constituencies are fully behind us, heart erd soul,
mind and brain, in this attempt of ours. Unless we get cur electorates bebied ug, we bave
1o chance whatever hereafter, for I am of those who fully believe that cur future
advance is to be secared thrugh this Cenetituticn. Urfortunately I Lear pecple say cn all
sides that we don’t want this petty toy of the Councils, we want the real thirg, std- for
the real thing you fellows won't go at all. You are not representatives cf tke peoyle, you
don’t have a very lurge amount of opinion behind you, and there are fo_many recple
outside these Councils, 50 many people of wisdom, weight and authority, that what you -
#ay will not command assent but what they who are not in the Councils say, will. Now I
" emphatically and totally discent from tLat propositicn, and I hope xo cne will be weak
<enough in our Liberal ranksto give his assent to any such preposition. Our Iarliaments,
I am willing to grant, are small in number: but 1 zm willing to ray this that tLéy are at
preseut as fully representative of our wealth and intelligence and general enlighterment
- asany Parliument in the world is representative cf its iukabitants, Frcm eny Parliament
- in the world, a few eminent individuals will always stand cut; ycu cannot get all the
 talent of a large country like India into « small Parliament. A good deal ¢f this talent
- will have to stand out and be auxiliary to the talent within the Lcuse. Tkat a few pecple
- of great eminence, entitled o respect of every cne f vs, row stard cut of these Councils
is no groand at all for either condemning or minimising their importance. 1" will never
lend the slightest countenance to that provositicn. 1f anybody ccmes znd tells me that
before your Councils can commaud the respect of any sensible perecns, they must be
dissolved and new Councils coneisting mostly of Non-Operators created, T shall ray: “No.
That does not appeal to me at all. If these people have stcod out of the present Ceuncils, it
is to my mind proof conclusive that they are not cf the greatest wisdcm. (Lauglter.) An
- Indian who after about five thousand years, subjection can, when he gets tke beginnings
= of Resposible Government, stand out of it, can make up Lis mind to deery the Constitu-
tioh and can go about seriously telling pecple don’t care for that, den't go to ke polling
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bootbs, neglect your justly won right-a nian who could say that is to my mind for the
time bemd very well oat of the Councxl (Laughter). The Councils have not lost any
thuw by such persons standing aloof. Aud now if tlxey drop their harsh doctrine, if they

see thmas in a better perspectue, end are willing to give their intelligence, enlightenment .

and patnonsm to the service of the'country, I shall be the first to welcome them with
opeu arms (Cheers). Core into the (,om.cﬂs, fight the constituenicies fairly and squarely,

“tell them what you are going to do to Lenefit the people, how you are going exactly to

uﬂ.\rde the Reforms we have’ obtained, and if the constituencies repose ccnfidence in you,
‘come by all means and take poseescxon of the'secularpowers that our Councils possess. But
if people say that they are going into the Councils for the purpose merely of destroying,

the thing, apart from the honcsty and fairhess of that transaction it seems to me that

every voter should s1y at once to such a man: ** I wiil not be represented by you.” But
as you, Ladies and Gentlemen, know, our electorates are still untrained. AsI said in my
address, even tlie electorates of Einglaud requite continual education, Much more then
are our people in that ph‘ible ccndmon when anybedy with a smooth tongue and persua-

‘sive speecb can draw them frou the safe to the 11n=afe, from the prudent to tke imprudent,

from the ° wise tb the unwise, I much fear that if we, the few Liberals in the country, did
not do our duty but cast it upan paid agents, we should be omltj of having thrown our

: mnocent rate-payers and the tax- -payers and our constitnencies into the bands of these

immatare pohtlcxans who seels to reconcile: Co-operatiori and Non-Co-Operation, evolution

and revolution, and who seek to attain the 1mpossxb1e by’still more 1mpossxb1e means, Now,

Ladxes and Gentlemen, permit me to say further that our work is very heavy, will

ocwpy all our euerg), and none of you can spare hxmself sufficiently for that task.

- Now one woxd more. I‘n.we seriously in my mmd one other “consideration “lnch
T will; at the risk of being misunderstood, bring before your minds, “aud that is not for
the purpose of merely hurting your feelings, that is not part of my plan. But T will bring

-to your notice one extmordinary defect that I have alway observed amongst Jarge masses

of our people. T do not say that this defect is not to be observed elsewhere, but it is
observed here i its most sinister- manifestation, and T will tzke the liberty to tell you
that is not an observation that T, alone, hut many others, have made. The ordinary elector
in Great Britain and elsewhere is supposed to be -endowed with a certain modicum of

‘good sense and practical judgment. You must not ask him to definé it, he wonld nct know

~_it. You must not ask me to define it either. But it is shown in this way. When in a

disturbed state of the intellectual world people 20 to ordinary men. Well, take the case
of an ordinary man in England. Fach in his turn tells him all scrts of fantastic and

+idealistic things; he will look bewildered, from the one to the other and he will say:

“ How wonder-ful, how e\tra-ordmu), full of interest, and so on. It is the expression of
his natural w ouderment for the time being, but you will never win his Jassent to the
doctrine, It would appear that he has sometlnnn‘ in bim which says: “ This is not the nor-
mal thing, what this nian says seems to be far beyond the normal; I would not listen. It

s very clever but it does not appeal to me.”And so you will find that while at the

general elections peuple talk of all sorts of thingy, practical and unpractical ahLP neverth-

 less, the result of the general election gives you an idea of the commonsense of the practical

Judgment of the Nation. You can see for instance, now that the Bonar Law Govern-

“ ment is in power you might say that our imaginary average: DBritisher after listening to

every thing gave his verdict very well. He must have said: ““ 1 shall want peace for
some time, I want fo be let alone.” Now, in India, T believe it is not possible to be
assured that without sufficient training and srfficient education, our people will be proof

sgainst the approach of all kinds of fantastic doctrines and theories. The man who
talks the londest and who abuses without relenting; Who says we will abolich the

Comxcxls, for example, is apt to be believed, and therein Jies the danger. But why do I
say that of the ignorant alone? The Lonest trath <, I believe, that too many of our
educated people share that fceliv g. Even they do not seem to be always aware of the

-
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practicableness, of the necessity of bringing down the ideal to square with the P 80.“?%1-
That we don't yet feel. We try to reason and when there i 2 good reason for. the Qh}rll)%
we think it ought to be obtained anyhow. We do not se¢ that ordinarily. a thing may by

reasonable and perfectly logical but still be surrounded with so many px;gcl‘ml.dx‘t‘ﬁc_ul_t{ebs,
énd that besides beiug not disappointed at not acquiring it, we mnst also circumsenbe

b aliC s
our immediate activities to the requirements of the situation. 1 have very often in the

course of the Committee debates and i other placey felt that even our educated men are

too apt to run away with the ideal. Now let me give you one instance and then );ou\ull
 perhaps find out what is it that T am thinking of: Now in the first days of the. Non-Co- ‘
" Operation movement, Mahatma Gandhi had full faith in our educated classes: It was

only afterwards that he dropped them one after the other. Now Mahatma G@ahi’ﬁ

doctrines, we were all sure, were most retrograde, He wanted not merely 10 obtain  the
results which we all have in view, but to the utter neglect of -the obyious -results, he
desjred clearly and indubitably to take ug very far backward along the path of our
evolation. - There was no mistaking it, we all felt convinced ahout it. Nevertheless, too
many of us felt attracted by the idealism of the doctrine, although "we. registered, the
same verdict'in our hearts; this is long past, these are old things. Whether in Nagpur or
in the large gatherings previous to that we had tens of thousands of our educated people

assembling and listening to these things aud being attracted to them by this love of-

idealism, while in practice, however, they never followed what they enthusiastically
applauded at these great gatherings. They were quite willing to call themselves No-Co-
Operators, although thay never did anything in the way of Non-Co-Operation, and to
denounce those who held views which they considered practicable; and foronce we had

“the spectacle, which you would not ordinarily notice elsewhere, of towering genius after
towering genus amongst our people, holding out for a time against the doctrine of-

Non-Co-Operation but finally succumbing and joining the general current, Now I will

verture to mention a few of these great names. We had a gentleman from.my own purt .
of the country, Mr. Vijayaraghavachariar, No one combatted Non-Co-Operation so

vigorously as he did and assumed the presidentship of the Congress session ‘expressly for
the purpose if possible of stemming the tide of what he considered at tkat time a most
dangerous docirine. Nevertheless after holding out for a time he fell in with the genera)
current. Take Lala LajpatRai. We know how hard he fonght against Nen-Co-Operation

“for a time, but he too did the same thing. So also Mr. C: R. Das and ‘many others.

Farbe it from me to blame these people. I'am only trying to draw this Jesson that
in all these cases what prevailed with them was not love of popularity so much—1I am
not willing to ascribe a lower motive where a higher motive is discoverable—but their

real desire was that it was safer on the whole to stick to the ideal although unattainable -

in preference to having a lower aim even if it was attainable, Now what I wish to point
out to those who are ptactically, engaged in politics is that it is not a wise or profitable
doctrine. He who refuses to make a compromise at the right time and get something
every day in advance to what he had ‘before is not serving his community and his
times. Qur motto being ¢ ordered progress,” we of the Liberal Party ought not to
despsie to rise by compromises. Now it seems to me what distinguishes us from the
people on the other side is that we are avowedly in favor of methods of compromise and
accommodation, of mutual parley and mutual give and take, I know as a matter of
fact, and I could establish the proposition, that no other method is possible, and that
even the Non-Co-Operators while they are avowing a horror ¢f compromise sre eve

day compromising themselves- (hear, hear and laughter). ¥ am not finding fault with
anybody; I am ouly trying to point out that this vague hankering after the jdeal in
preference to the practical isa drawback which is forever #mongst us, not merely
in the ranks which have not the benefit of education but even amongst those ‘who are
fairly well educated. I should like the Moderate or the Liberal Party tobe clear about

this, that we are practical politiciané, not merely dreamers of ideal constitutions, not -
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_r'n?re' lond-mouthed denanciators and et&nciators of national rights or brith-right. W.

;re much more than that. Side by side with indulging in dreams and with ressrrt;ctin:
N T . . . v B . I} ) "

ndia’s ancient dignity with allits literary, romantic, quixotic sides, we of the Liber:;I

" “persuasion have a clear ideal befor us to try always to reach the ideal by compromises-

from day to-day. I_)ou’t 'say as the other may say give us the ideal or nothing else. Th
idéal " will be yours in good time, but you must march towards it by’ stead v ste ;3 a;
that i through the working of this Constitution, through continually tr %ihz to . and
it and to add to it, instead of saying: “*Let us destroy now thése‘CounciI)s and’ w?ipa;
Swaraj; we shall try to find "out what” Swaraj is when we have " done this1p;Zce th:

:bliéiqéSS’?o‘:T}_)atv it seems to me, is the doctrine that we have clearly to teach ourselves
~ firstAnd to spread it abroad ‘amongst -our countrymen. I do hol)é ‘that when tl:e

'w?rkibg Coirimittee starts work and visits various places, yoa will not say:® 1 hav
p}‘Lefﬁ gnd’l ha‘ve’ lands to 1_001:" after,”. but' you will come out and take us to ou:
villages and to your constituencies; and that du’n'ng the ‘"fe‘ar ‘that -we have betx)\-\aen

‘ ?@W and th? !1'(9Xt -election times we shall have put in so much educative work amon
- the electorates that, we shall at the election time Teap the reward of it. 1 ;
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33. Mr. Prabhakar Raoji Jayavant, Nagpur. =
34. Mr. Ramchandra Trimbak De«hmukh,{l\agpur
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36. Mr. Krishnaji Ganesh Limaye, Pandbarpur.
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39. Lady M. B, Dadabhoy, Nagpur
40. » B. K. Bose, Nagpur.’
41. Mrs. 8. R. Pandit, Nagpur.
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42. ,, V. K. Pandit, Nagpur.

43. +, M. B. Kinkhede, Nagpur.
- 44. ,, R.T. Deshmukh, Nagpur.

45. , V. N. Herlekar, Nagpur.
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66. , M. G.Mukandaraja, Vakil, Swavunoa :
~ 67. W. G. Puranik, Poona.
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68. , M. Parmeshwaram, Bombay.
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69. , 8. K. Naigne, Bombay.
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A. C. Lal.
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Motilal (Munim of the firm of qheola\l Motxlal).

W. N. Date.

Ramdin

Gokul

Kanhaiyalal

Jodilal.

Shrinivasa Waman LakhLer

"~ Motilal Shermal.

G. V. Shrikande,.Saugor. :

Lataria, Coach builder of Nagpur.

A. P. Sen, Bar-at:law, Lucknow,
Absan Hussen Abdul Ali Bohra, Nagpur.
S. B. Dhumal L. L. B. Nasik . i~
Balkrishna Hari Dikshit, Gwahar

J. 8. Hoyland. -
Hareshwar M. Pandit Ra_]traou, J.P. Bambay
Kashinath Rao Pade

H. N. Kunzru, Allahabad. o
V. N. Tiwari. - A o

Chintaman Rao Marathe, Nagpur.
R. B. G. K. Chitale, Ahmednagar- .
G. N. Sahasrabudhe Parel; Bombay.
Anant Vinayak Chatre Parel, Bombay.

P. G. Raste, Nagpur. -

Narayan Madho Samarth L. L. B, Bombay
Ramchandra Ganesh' Pradhan, Nasxk _
Prayag Datt Sukul Sitabaldi, Nagpur. =~
R. Subrambanya Ram, Madras,

G. G. Thakkar Pleader, Poona..
Vasunt*Rao 8. Rawt, Bombay. -

D. G. Dalvi.

B. S. Kamath, M. L. A., Poona.

Y. G. Chatre Pleader, Nagpur.

R. N. Iyangar, Madras.

G. K. Deodhar, M. A., Poona.

V. H.Barve, Poona.

M. D. Altekar, M. A., Bombay.

M. 5. Madho Rao, Calicut.

J. R. Gharpure.

Patwardhan Bar-at-law, Poona

The Hon'ble Dr. R. P. Paranjpe, Bombay.
A. N. Chorghade Pleader. Nagpur. ‘
Narayan Ganesh Virkar, Poona. :
G. R. Bapat L. L. B. Pleader, Bhandara. -

-
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151. ., K. G Shivaswami, Madras.

. 132. ,, Narayan Rao Bhat L. L. B. Pleader, Bhandara
153. ,, B. G. Sapre, Sangli. . .
154. , G. K Gadgil Barrister at Law, Poona.

~ 155. ,, D. Vasudeo Naidu, Drug.

156. ,, Durgaparsad Rao Sitabaldi, Nagpur.

157. ,» D. R. Patel leader, Bhusawal.

158.- Da.dabhoy H. Billimoria, Bombay. -
159. ,, Sham Rao' Ambadas Pande L. L. B., Pleader, Akoh ‘
160. ,, R. K. Thombre, Akola.. ~ . » .

161. ,, T. R. Gadre.

'162.  ,, R. A. Deshpande, Amraoti.
-~ 163.. ,, K.G. Jankhindkar, .,

- 164, ,, M. V. Kale Merchant, ,, e
165, ,, Lakshman Balkrishn2 Phanshikar, "\Tagpur T
.166. ,, A. P. Chaturbedi, Mandla. S

~167. ,, N.G. Sarkar Pleader, Nagpur. RUUREPI B S
168. ', M. K. Chitale, Nagpur, eyt e s
169. -, W. C. Bhave, Nagpur. S o
-170.. *,, G. G. Setlur. Hltava,da oﬂice, Narrpur et Y

.17, V.N. Mobarir. = " - X .
172. ,, H. N. Nivasarkar, Manaver, An]m Road Press, Nao"pur
173, ,, K. F. Bansode, Nagpur. .- _ :
174, ,,. S. Urkanda, Nacrpur . Co e .
175,  , V. Do Makesar, .7 6. e oG e,
176. ., D. Nagarare. PR

177. -G A, Gavai

- 178. ,, P.N. Bhalkar, Nagpur. Coelo
°179. V. 8. Venkatraman, Editor Hltavada, Nagpur Do
7180, ', D. V. Ambekar, Nagpur, - . T R

181, ,, Kodand Rao, Madras. .. . .. .° ,' 9
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APPENDIX IL.

Members of the Receptlon eommxttee.‘ O
The Honble Sir \Ianeckp B. Dadabhoy (Chau'man), I\abpm.. S

Sir Bepin Krishna Bose, Bar-at-Law, Nagpur: ©ri:o :

Rao Bahadur V. R. Pandxt, Bar-at-Law, Nagpur, * #i - 0o

Mr. S. B. Gokhale, B. A, LL. B. Advombe Nagpur SR
Rao Babadur V. AL Kelkar, Nagpur. 't oF " e
The Honble Sir Gangadhar Rao M. Chitnavis, Nao'pur oL e
Mr. D.-T. Manoralmurtl, B. A,*LL: M, chh Court Pleader, ..Nagpur.
Mr. J. R. Gharpure, B. A., LL B., (Hons in - Law) Bombay« .
Mr. R. R. Jayawant, B. A LL. B., Pleader, -Nagpur.." = - '.E ‘.‘
Rao Saheb R. \ Mahajani, B. A, LL B, M. L.iC. Akola o
Rao Saheb V. G. Kulkurni, M. L. C, Galoaon, Akola, i 1. - '1" -

H -
CEFRNT O o

—
LS

<

Rao Bahadur A. R. Bambawale;” B: A ‘LL.- By !Nagpur. r et
. *Mr. Atmaram Narayan Pandit, Jumma Talao, havpur- o oy
Mr, G. K. Somalwar A | '

. Mr. Chogalal, of the Firm of Kaluram Bachra] S

17. M, Shndhar Anna Deshmukh. R

18. Mr. A. V. Wazalwar, LL. M,

19. Rao Bahadur Daji Ramchandra

20. Mr. S. D. Deshmukh.

21. Seth Sivanarayan Rathi. : o
22, Mr, Pandurong Gavind Phate. oo
23. Mr. Pandurang Jay aram Sao Chandekar

24. Mr. Mahant Ramkribsna-puri. o
25. Mr. Sheoshankarpuri. --_’3"‘.'_ "{
26. Mr. Mohanlal ‘8. Kothari. T
27. Mr. Samsher Al S e e
28, Mr. S. G. Subbedar, Bhandara, =+~ - -
29. Mr. Sadaskiv Balkrishna Joshi, S
30. Seth Karnidan Chogmal.

31. Mr. Akbar Al

32. Mr W. R Puranik. B. A. LL. B.

33. Khan Bahadur J. K. R. Cama. Baratpur

34. Mr. Sakharampant Phatak. '

35. Mr. Vinayak Anant Pardhi. B. A.

36. Mr. Tukarampant Janephalkar.

37. Mr. Venkatrao Naik Mapari.

38. Mr. B. 1. Bakhale.

39. Rao Babadur Anandarao VmayaL Kaptan.

40. Khan Bahadur S. B. Mehta. C L. E

41. Mr! Kesari Chand. SRRt
42. Mr. Panmal Kesari Chand.

"~ 43. Mr. Indarchand Kesarichand.

44. Mr. Motilal Gulabsa.

45. Mr. Pandit Rambhan.

46. Mr. Chimnisao Malasao.

47. Mr. Badrudin. . ’

48. Shrimant Kuar Lakbman Raos.«heb Bhonsle.

49.  Ruo Saheb Narayanrao Vyas. -

e i fd i
ca(.h.,p.?a

The Hon’ble Mr. M. V. Joshl, B.-A, LL, By Naopur s .,'»"; R T
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50.  Rao Bahadur Madhorao Govind Desbp‘ulde. ’\[ L. (‘

51. . Mr. Meghraj Gocha.
52. Mr. Balkrishen Das Gopi Kishen of Pulruon .

53. Shrimant -Kesheo Rao Gopal Rac Buty.

54, -. Purnachabdra. Gopal Rao Baty. -
55 Ganpat Rao Gopal | Rao o
56. Seth Jamna Das. Potdar .« 7 = :

57. Seth Jiwraj Potdar. -, - O
58. , Nagarmal Jitmal I’otdar e
59. ,, Cbauthmal Jiwraj Potdar. =
G0.; - .,, Amolakcband Mobanlal- Pctdar
61. - Motilal Agyaram Kothari. -
- 62. R.S.G.J. Purushe, . RE
3 ° Mr.. Tukaram Patel of Parseoni. -
~ 64. Mr Govind Rao Bapu Rao Deshmukh of Kelod. -
65. Mr. Parasheam Balaji Deshmukh of Badegaon -
66.- Mr. Wasudeo Ganesh Naik_ Asarkar,
67, R.B. Madho Rao-Kinkhede, -. - .
63. Mr, S.R. Pandxt : .
69. . R.B. W. R. Dhobley ..
70.  Mr. Narain Sao -
71 Mr. S. M. Chitnavis
72. Mr. Jambuwantarao Nagoji Mane, Chatari, P O Umerkhed.
73. R.B.Dr. Bhat, Amraoti, B
74.  R. B. Brahma, Amraoti.
~ 75. Me. M. D, Deshmukh, Yeotmal.
76. Seth Ramgopal Hardeo, Yeotmal. -
© T7.. Mr. V. T. Deshpande, Yeotmal ,
78.. Mr, 8. N. Bhalcbandra, Yeotmul,
. 79. Mur. Darashah M. Dongaji, Esquu‘e .
80. Mr. P. B. Kale, Cinema Proprietor, Nagpur -
§1. Mr. Krishna Rao Madbaji Naik, Ksq. ,
82. Mr. Haji SiddicE Haji Fazal, Esq. =
3. Mr. Nur Mahomed. R
84 . Mr. Haji Rabimtulla,
83, Mr. N. P. Talathi
$6. ,, .P. 8. Gimi
87. 1, S. M. Guzder
88. ,,C. B. Parakh-
89. ,,D. K. Kamdin
90. ,, K. M. Saklatwala.
91. ,, Naoroji Pawri- -
$2. ,, Phulkvar Potdar - L
93. », Nagoba Ramanna Gandli I
94. , Gendalatof the firm of Motilal gheolal
93, ,,J. M. Velloz :
96. ,, Jamshetji ' Billimoria.
97. 4, Limji Billimoria
08. ,, Dr Baretto
99. - Khan Bahadur B. P. Byramji (l\artrol“ ala)
100.  Mr. Mahomed Ibrahim Reza Malak
101. R. B. R. G. Mundl LL. B. Yeotmal.
102. R. B. NarayanRao Kelker.

~

.
.



103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111. -
112.
113.
114,
115.
116,
117.
“118.
119.
120.
‘121.
122.
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Mr. Pherozesha D. Bhagwagar. .
Dr. D. T. Bharucha

Mr. Ardesher Dinsha

» N.R. Dastur

Seth Mojilal of Khandwa.

Mr.G. R. Deshpande

R. B. G. R. Kotbari of Khamgaon.

~Mr. H. R. Deshpande of Anjangaon

R.B. R. R. Kale, LL. B. of Satara -
R.B. K. G. Damle, LL. B. Akola. - -~
R. B. Balwant Ramchandra Angal LL. B Amraoh
R.B. R. R. Dole, Amraoti
R.S. R. M. Khare LL. B. Amaraoti.
Mr. Ganpat Rao Nayudu, Nagpur.
» Nrita Gopal Bose M. A., B. L. Nagpur
» M.R. Mehta :
Sir Bisesirdas Daga
Mr. JageshwarRao Buti.
Mulla Sheraf Ali. '
Mr. M. R. Dixit, Bar - at - law, Nagpur.



