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INTRODUCTION.

There were no changes during the decade "1911—1gz1, in the external
CHANGES APFECTING THE . boundaries of the area administéered by the Goyern-

. Causus Oxeansamon. ‘et of the Central Provinces, which constitutes one
terntonial unit for the. purpose of the census  orgamsation, and except for a
rearrangement of the Balaghat, Bhandara and Nagpur districts internal arrange-
ments were little disturbed. - This report therefore, as at the census of 1911, deals
with the 18 British districts of the Central Provinces, the four districts of Berar,
and the 15 Feudatory States. = - ) i |

The decenmal census of this Province was taken for the sixth time on
the night of the 18th March 1921, and a detalled account of the method -
of cnumeration of the people and of the co-ordination of - the figures so obtained
will be found in a separate report called the Census Administration Report.
In dealing with a population containing over 95 per cent of illiterates, it. is
impossible to- adopt the method, which obtains in many civilised countries, of
cailing upon the head of each household to fill in a form giving particulars of the
inmates of his house on a particular ‘night. * Indeed, the first dificulty which
confronts the authoritics consists in determining what constitutes a house. Even
in towns an orderly row ‘of habitations is seldom found, while in the country
structures ranging from the superior edifice of the vilage headman are mingled
with ephemeral huts which form the habitation sometimes of cattle and sometimes
of human beings. ~ The first step, therefore, 1s to number.the houses, and care has
.to be taken that new structures, which may spring up like mushrooms in a -night,
are continually added to the list. About 50 houses' ate .then formed in a block
under one enumerator who may even, if no literate resident can be found, live at
some little distance, and the blocks again are formed into circles under a Supervisor
and the circles into chargés under a Charge Superintendent, the scale which
experience has found to be most convement being 12 blocks per circle and
15 circles per charge. . In the Central Provinces and Berar, rural areas are, for the
purpose of administration, divided into the Revenue Idspectors’ Circles for the
census, and the Revenue Inspector is invariably the Charge Superintendent and
his circle the charge. Below the Revenue Inspector is the patwari, who m the
Central Provinces 1s in charge of a circle which makes-a convenient -@ensus circle,
while in Berar, where the patwari is generally a hereditary official for a village,
which will frequently be too small tor a census circle, more or less arbitrary
divisions of the. census charge have to be made. In both areas the Revenue
Inspectors and patwaris under the immediate supervision of that useful officer, the
Tahsildar, form the backbone of the census organisation, and as- many of them
have cxperience of one or more censuses, they form an extremely efficient staff.
Above the Revenue Inspectors come -the Tahsildar, the Assistant or Extra-
Assistant Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner. - The last-named official
may, if he can spare the time, take the whole of the census arrangements under
his personal care, but he usually deputes one of his assistants as District Census
Officer. . The remaining assistants are responsible for the work in the portion-ef -
the district known as a Sub-division which is administered by them, and in additidn
one or more of them.may be put in charge of those portions of the operations,
such as the railway census or the enumeration in large cities, fairs or industrial
centres, which call for special supervision. - Each Sub-division contains according
to its size one or more tahsils under a 1ahsildar, who, while the census operations
are in progress, is continially on the move checking the actual work done, and
seeing that the Charge Superintendents keep the lower census officials up to the
mark, In addition to this, other touring officials in a district” are given -a. simple
set of instructions, and asked to' check -thé enumeration in the places through
which they pass, It will thus be seen that the - census organisation follows that
of the district very closely, and each official of the district staff ‘has to supervise
the census work of his immediate official subordinate, and not "only is he by this
means able to exert sufficient authority to kéep his subordinates up to. the mark,
but practically the whole of the supervision in rural.areas is done without
any extra cost to Government by the . district” officials on their ordinary rounds
of duty. e T REE o L

In many of the Feudatory States one or two charges sufliced for the whole
of the State, but in Bastar there “were as many as. 20.. . Where there is- a- regular
land: revenue - system as in the British . districts, the revenue units coincided
“with those of . the census. . Elsewhere, arbitrary. divisions similar to those *of -the
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sched
"'The schedules were ready about a month before the census, and they constituted

preceding c;ansus were formed and put ur;dér the various State officials, It was
here that literate enumerators were sometimes difficult to find, and it was occa-
sionally necessary to combine two blocks under one enumerator.

* Tn urban areas the work is done through the municipal authorities under the
supervision of Government officials deputed for the purpose. It the town is large
enough, it constitutes a separate charge. The other: census d_mszons have to be
made arbitrarily, though it is often possible to make the circle coincide with
municipal ward under the ward member, With a larger proportion of literates

than in the country, there was not the same difficulty in obtaining sufficient literate

enumerators from  Government and municipal servants, pensioned officials, and the
‘general public. The total census staff for the Province was 95,830 Enumerators,
8,770 Supervisors and 689 Charge Superintendents, or in all 103,289, :

The orgaﬁisatibn of census divisions and staff occupied the hot weather and

‘rains of 1920, but it is probable that an unnecessarily long period was allowed for

these preparations, which might be curtailed by about 'three’rnonths. Local opera-
tions began with the house-numbering at the end of the rains by the supervisors
with tke assistance of the enumerators. -The structural definition of thie house

‘was again taken in this Province, and was extended to the five Chhota Nagpur

States, which were transferred from Bengal prior to the previous census, at which

the commensal family was there taken as the- unit. The structural definition is
‘generally more suited to the habits of the mhabxtgpts, and there is considerable
.administrative advantage in retaining the deﬂmtlox} familiar to many of the
census staff from the preceding census, At the time of house-numbering, the

supervisor prepared a house-list for his circle showing every ‘house and head
of a family. copy of this served the enumerator as a block_ list, The circle
register was then prepared, and served as a record for the circle organisation,
subsequent changes being entered in it as they occurred. The statistical informa-
tion contained in the circle register was used to check the issue of formsfrom
Nagpur, which had previously been roughly “calculated on the population of the

previous census, |,

With the "tourin;g s;asdn—‘ m .th.é cold weather of 1920-2f , the bulk of the work

‘in conngction with the census began, House-numbering was first checked, and
‘corrected where necessary ; and the numerous staff had to be trained in its various
- duties.” Conferences were called at convenient centres by the district officers,

and personal instruction on the spot was continuously given. Special arrange-
ments had to be made for fairs, railways, the more important industrial con-

. cerns, and for any places where an unusually large concourse of people might be
‘expected: The operations were further complicated by the famine conditions pre-
v

ent over a large part of the Province, which, apart from the extra burden they

‘threw on the district official, caused a considerable portion of the populace to leave

their homes in seaich of employment. After the enumerators had been
thoroughly trained, they entered the particulars required to be given in the census
xﬁes, having, in most:cases, prepared them beforehand on blank slips of paper.

the preliminary record, which continued to be checked by every official who could
be made available until the final night of the census, '

The final census was taken between 4 p, m. and midnight of the night of
March 18th; which was selected so that the light of the moon would assist enume-
rators 'in their movement from house to house. . Each house was visited in turn,
and the preliminary record was brought up-to*date by striking out absentees and’
entering the details required for new-comers, The usual halting places were then
searched for travellers, and those who could not produce a pass showing they had
been enumerated elsewhere were included in the block in which they were found,
In spite of the large aréas of wild and jungly country contained in the Province,
it was nowhere found necessary to omit the final enumeration, though it was taken
during the day-time of the 16th, 17th or 18th March in certain tracts,

Assoon as the schedules were ready, the enumerators met at appointed

- ‘places, and prepared statements showing the number of the houses and the popula-

tion of their blocks, The figures were then compiled by the supervisor into a

. summary for his circle, and taken ‘to the charge superintendent, who compiled 3

similar summary for his charge and sent it to the district head-quarters, where the
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‘totals were added together and reported -by telegraph. Very elab .
ments were made beforehand for pthe‘ collgction g;flfzhe totalg at cﬁﬁiﬁﬂ 2%2
tres, and they worked with such success that it was possible to issne in the Prove:
mcial Gazetse of March 26th=—only eight days-after the census—a statement show- -
ing the population, of the whole of the Central Pravinces. The totals of the Saran.
garh State swere. collected so expeditiously that they were ‘despatched
3-55 a.m., withif four hours of the completion of the schedules. Raigarh State
“was the next to telegraph its figures at 6-30-am. Up to midday of March
-1gth, the totals of the Kawardha, Nandgaon and. Sakti States and of the Nar-
. singhpur district had been despatched and the Khairagarh, Makrai and Chhuikhadan
States followed suit by the evéning. .  Within four days of the census, the totals of
3+ fistricts and states were received, ' Raipur and Akola were the last to telegraph
their figures on March 25th, o i R
The census staff of the-Sarangarh state must be congratulaied on (he
promptness and accuracy of their fipures in that, riotwithstqmﬂng,the expedis
tiousness with which the figures were telegrap‘.q;g, there was an insignificant differ-
ence of 0511y 22 of "ol per cent in the provisiona: and final figures, The difference
in-most of the districts and States did not extaed. 2 per tent, but it was mast
marked in Raipur(1°6 per cent), Chanda (g per cent): K haitagarh (6 per cent) and
Nagpur andYeotmal.('5 per cent).,” It did not, however, exceed (o2 per cent) for
the Province as a whole, - STl o
From the preliminary stages of the census up to the %king of the final
" Arrrune or e Puse, ccnsysr' the nop_*conperation “Mmoveient prave nise (o
- o corsiderable ankiety,  As at ‘the preced'm’g’ LENSUS,
enumerators were asked to do their work'out “of public spirit and without any
monetary reward, It was, therefore, not. difficult to persuade a number of them'.
' that a ready occasion for embarriissing Government had presented itself. *- 1t was
only towards the close of the operations that the leader bf the' movement announced -
that non-cooperation should not .interfere with the census, and as Mr.
Gandhi actually held a political meeting in Nagpur at the ‘unusual hour “of
11 p.m.onthe census' night, when it was important for the aceuracy of the
census that the bulk of the population should remaid in their Houses, it can be
imagined that the rank and- file of his followers werf *passively if not actively
hostile. ‘Arrangements were made beforchand for apprbyimate figures to be ob-
 tained in the eveant of any organised refusal to give information, but such refysals were
little in evidence.  The inhabitants of one village in the Bhandara djstrict insisted
‘o describing themselvesas non-cooperators in the occypational columns, and a
few of the Nagpur Kostis or weavers, who, only a few days after the final day of
the census, broke aut into open riot, “declined” to give particulars of themselves
and-their families. In KKamptee the inhabitants o} onp mohalia during the preli-
minary enumeration declined to answer questions, buf they were tiltimately won
.round by the district officials. The patmaris of thjhhindwara and Chuncﬂ;‘dis-

tricts went on strike shortly before the census day,f but completed their census
work under threat of the penalties of the Census Act. In géneral, the atlitude
of the public, in those places where political propaganda- hostile to Government
were most powerful, was- more one of apathy than of actual Hostility, and the
constant efforts of the district officials were' necessary to keep the census staft
up to the mark. As the work was voluntary, prosecutions under the' Census Act
were kept as low as possible and only numbered 51, but the number of people
who either declined to act as enumerators, or after agreeing to act gave somewhat
transparent excuses for ceasing to do'so, was considerable, and it was only by
providing a liberal reserve of enumerators that the final enumeration was ultimately
carried out successfully. It may, however, be doubted whether this would have
been possible if the census had been taken a few,months later.

For the abstraction of the information in the schedules, two central offices were

A Tasuscion,  COMSEtuted—at Jubbulpore for the Hindi schedules
PETRACTION AND TABULATION.  and at Nagpur for the Marathi books. The slip
system of abstraction, which is undoubtedly superior to the tick system, was again
adopted. The only other system, whereby the tabulation is done by means of an
ingenious American electrical machine, would undoubtedly be much more costly
-and less expeditions in India. The information in the schedules has to be
 transfesred to specially prepared cards on which it is represented by a number of
- holes punched thereon.. The punching of the cards alone would probably’take as
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long as the combined operations of slip copying, sorting and compilation by the
' present method. Once the cards are punched, the system works swith great
rapidity, and, where the information given in the schedules is more detailed than
is possible in India, the machines will tabulate a large number of tables with
expedition. * For India, however, where the standard of education is low, and it is
necessary to include only the simplest information m the schedules, the slip-
system is undoubtedly the best as yet invented. It.was originally intended to
have the slhip-copying done locally by the revenue staff, but the outbreak of
famine and the ‘consequent pressure of ordinary work nn the staff prevented the
execution of this plan. ~Under the slip-system each entry in the census
schedules i copied out on to a slip which denotes religion by its colour and bears
a symbol for civil condition. With- the use of abbreviations to denote terms of
common occurtence in the schedules; an efficient copyist can turn out- more than
600 slips a day. - The. copying of the slips occupied iniee months and a half, and
“the staff employed at one time’ reached 537. The next process is that of
orting ; each sorter was given two boxes for males and fenfales containing about
490,000 slips, and he sorted the slir out into bundles accordmg to the‘ mfprma~
tion required for the table. unde: preparation ~and entered the results in tlckqts,
which corresponded in form -vich the lmperial Tables, Assoon as the sortihg
for the earlier tables was complete, compilation of the information in the sorters’ -
tickets began; and procecded par? passu with the sorting, - At Jubbulpore the work
was refarded by a namber of unexpected obstacles. The office was at first situated’
in the temporary Buildings of the War Recruiting Organization which had not been
dismantled, 7 The census staff, however, was  distontented, largely owing to
the distance of the office from the town, and after a good*deal of grumbling went |
on strike furing the hot . weather. The office was then removec% to the town,
Unforfynately .in. the middle of the rains plague broke "out in Jubbulpore with
almost unprecedented . voilence, and the temporary staff fled in large numbers,
It/was impossiblé to movée elsewhete because of the risk of “spreading infection,
and the work' had to proceed as best it could until the disease abated.; . :

"+, The Hindi population is nearly twice. as_ large as the'Marathi,-and it would
therefere be adwisable in future to have two Hindi offices and "one Marathi  This
would yndoubtedly curtail the work, and. effect some saving in expenditure. As
it was, the tahulation of the last Imperial Table was not completed until the close of
August rg22.  Mr. Abdul Khalique, who held charge of the Nagpur Abstraction -
Oftice - throughout, devoted unremitting care and attention to the work of
preparing the figures for final publication, while Mr, T. G. Matangay, -who took -
charge of the ]gubbulpore Office at_very short notice owing to the illness of his
predecessor, laboured hard to restore discipline among a' somewhat unruly staff
and .to’ complete the work expeditiously. .My administrative office under the
Head Clerk, Mr. V. R. DBhagwat, worked hard and efficiently and contributed
materially to the success of the operations. 3 , .

~ I conclusion, 1 desire to place on record my sense of obligation to all district
officers whose efforts, in spite of the difficulties due to the hostility of political
propaganda, and at a time," when famine conditions required their constant care
- and attention, cheerfully uyndertook the extra -burden of work thrown ontheir

shoulders by the organisation of the census.
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CENTRAL PROVINCES AND BERAR

CHAPTER 1.

Distribution and Movement of the Population,

Brief Descripiion of the Province and its’ Boundaries.

The territory under the control of the Governor of the Central Provinces

has an area of 131,000 square miles and a- population of
, o - nearly 16 million persons. It is sitvated in the centre
-of the Indian peninsula between latitudes 17°-47" and 24°-27" North and longi-
tudes 76° and 84° East. There was no" change during the decade preceding
‘the census in the bodndaries of the area, which consists of 18 British districts in
* the Central Provinces, the 4 Berar districts which are leased out by His Exalted
Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad and administered by the Central Provinces
“Government, and 15 Feudatory States clustered together in the south-east
of the Province. S SRR '

AREA DEALT WITH, -

2. With the introduction of the reforms in India in the year 1919, the post
“-of Chief Commissioner was abolished, and his administrative duties were entrusted
10 a Governor and Council.  As at last census, the Province is divided into
five administrative divisions, each subject to the control of a Commissioner, New
tahsils bave been formed in the Mandla, Chhindwara, Balaghat and Bilaspur
districts, ard the -territory- of the Bhandara and Balaghat districts redistri-
buted. The net result is an’increase’of 4 tahsils in'the Central Provinces
districts. At the previous' census the Province was divided for statistical
-purposes into five natural divisions, which are retained at the present census.
They are— -~ - S :

* (1) The Nerbudda valley division, which is mainly 2 wheat-growing tract
situated in the basin formed by that river and extending into the

higher ground on either side; - I o
(2) The Maratha plain-division, containing .the wealthy cotton-growing

~ . - .plains of Berar and Nagpur "terminated to the east by the rich

. rice-growing valley of the Wainganga ; - R

(3) The Plateau division, containing that portion of the country known
as the Highlands of Central India, witere forests predominate in

-~ broken country and a still backward population earns its existence
by cultivating the more fertile and low-lying ground;

(4) The Chhattisgarh plain division, consisting of a central vice-growing
= . plain drained by the Mahanadi and stretching. south nearly to the
o ,%Iadr_as coast through the wild and almost unexplored territory
~. of the Bastar State, and . . . ;

" {5) The Chhota Nagpur States, which were transferred to the Province
o prior to the census of 1917, and support a population physically
and ethnically in many ways more akin to that of the Oriya

" 'tracts-to the eastward than to their neighbo}xrs in_the plain” of

- v ‘

* Chhattisgarh! | !

A more detailed description of: these 5 divisions and.of the administrative and
territorial changes prior to that year will be found in the cersus.report of 1g1r. -

1
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4 CHAPTER L~-DISTRIBUTION AND MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION.

Area, population and density.

3. The statistics of the area and population of each d.istrict and state are
given in Imperial Tables [ and II, while Provincial Table I,
~ whicli will'be found at the end of the Imperial Tables
in Part 11 of this report, gives figures for.smaller areas. Of the seven subsidiary
tables at the end of this chapter, Number I shows density of population
correlated with water-supply and ~the area undet t_he main crops, Numbers 11,
111, VI and VII classify the populatiod according to density, Number IV
shows the variation in natural population, Number V' compares the actual popula-
tion with that deduced from vital statistics and Number VII gives statistics of
houses. As the census schedules were brought up to date on the night of the
census by the exclusion of absentees ‘from, and the addition of new-comers to,
the list already prepared, the statistics give the de facfo and not the resident
population, except for the non-synchronous areas, which form less than 25 per
cent of the Province. It must be remembered that much of the non-synchronous
area is very thinly populated; in fact 40 per cent of it consists of forest in the
Chanda district with a population of 4,000 persons. The main sources of error
will, therefore, be inaccutacy in the preparation of the schedules, failure to-
enumerate travellers, failure to exclude travellers absent on the census night from
the schedules, and the failure to take into consideration changes occurring in
non-synchronous areas between the actual date of enumeration and the census..
As only g per cent of the population has been classified as urban, and in the
country the enumerator would generally be able to fill up the schedules from
his own knowledge without making house-tc-house enquiries, the percentage of
error arising. from incomplete schedules is insignificant. Except on railways,
where special arrangements were ‘made for. the enumeration of the travelling
public, if the inhabitant of this Province travels by night, he puts up at a well-
defined halting place, such as may be seen in almost every village on an
established trade route, and failure to enumerate him could only be due to
culpable negligence on the part of the enumerator. The non-synchronous tracts
are usually wild and undeveloped, offering few inducements to attract people
from outside, and many of the.inhabitants during the whole of their existence
never stray 50 miles from their homes; the proportion + that change their
residence during a period of a few days is for statistical purposes #s/. In towns
the population is far more mobile, and the enumerator has not the same knowledge
of the inhabitants of his block, though he would be much more informed in this
respect than in a European country: he is generally, however, more acute
than his confrére in the. country ; and with the small proportion which the urban
population bears to the total, it may be said with some confidence that the
statistics of population compare not unfavourably in accuracy with those of
other countries. I . | ‘

REFERENCE TO STATISTICS.

- 4 ' The Central Provinces and Berar extend over 131,032 square miles
Sumuary or stamsricsor  A0d_contain 15,979,660 persons, of which the Central
AREA ANp PoRULATioN.. Provinces (British distficts) and Berar, with a population
of 13,912,760, occupy 69,876 square miles.- Feudatory States form the remaining:
area of 31,176 square miles, which is rather less than one-fourth of the total, and
have a population of 2,066,900, The Central Provinces in point of area comes
sizxth among the Provéqces in India, and seventh in population,

~ For the sake of 'dmpa'ri‘son‘ the area and population of a number of other

» countries are tabualt-

Area. Popflation. e in the margin,

'X:xcel::_:xted Riogdom . w1237 4seo7037  The pressure of popu-

Egg A ne “and 1,533,000 8,250‘0.06 latlon approxu‘nates

Fiond - 263’;-& . 1860000 4o 4hat in the less

) 145,000 300,000

i‘;“"e - 213000 4g:ooo:ooo developed parts of

Mesica - “ e 120000 s8oogoo0  Southern Europe. It

Norway . = 769,000 16000000 is very considerably

New Zealand = . o o B0 - 20600000  gregter  than  that
Romania : - = . 105000 1,300,000 di A 1

Ru S - 138300 wooogee  jound in America or

pain - 196700 an000000 -Australia, but does

ining in the - t approach that
obtaining in the more populous parts of India or in of oriental ies I
Egypt and Japan.. p up | pe ‘tS of India xf:rlm othe; oriental countries like-
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5. The Nagpur division, with 22,760 square miles of territory, is the largest of the

, political divisions, and Berar, with 1%,%6%,

—_— Average| Average | the smallest. The Chhattisearh division
area. population, i i S ’
. j howc_ver, with 3,481,687 inhabitants, comes
| first in point of population, and the Ner-

Assam | 13.954 | 1,901,557 e g .
gtz}?ga] - | 15.362 | 9330107 | budda division comes last with 2,013,021.
B D e g:g‘:g"jﬁ The average size and area of the admin-
Burma . | 21,039 | 1,464,350 | Istrative divisions is comparced in the table

-Central Provinces and Berar...| 19,975 | 2,782,552

Punjab
United Provinces

| 19,060 | 4,137,005
« | 10,040 | 4,537,579

in the margin with the corresponding
divisions for other Provinces in India.
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6. The mean density per square mile in the Central Provinces and Berar .

1s 122 persons; comparative figures for other parts

Mean
Provinces or Countries, Pg:':f}'gre
mile.
Assam 110
Bengal ou 579
Bombay 143
Burma 57
Central Provinces and 122
Berar.
Madras 297
Punjab o 183
United Provinces o 414
Great Britain and Ireland. 389
France a5 195
Germany 5332
Italy 326
Turkey g 46

of India and some other countries are given in the
marginal statement, The greatest density of 154
persons to the square mile is found in the cotton
country of the Maratha plain division, and concen-
trates particularly in and around the city of Nagpur.
The Nerbudda valley comes next with 132 persons,
and here again the city of Jubbulpore swells the
density in its neighbourhood, though Narsinghpur,:
which is largely a rural district, 1s, apart from the
influence of large towns, the most thickly populated.
The Chhattisgarh plain comes next with a mean
density of 114, but the inclusion of the sparsely
inhabited but extensive state of Bastar, which differs
in physical features from the plain country which 1t

adjoins, has reduced the density from 150, which

figure must be taken as a truer index of the characteristics of the division.
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The other divisions of the Province are more sparsely inhabited, the Plateau
districts recording only o4 per square mile, while the Chhota Nagpur States-
division has a density as low as 61. Apart from the small state of Changbbakar,
where only 24 persons are found to the square mile, the state of Bastar with 6.
is the only area of any appreciable size where the inhabitants are so few and.
far between. !

1

Variations in the population at previous Censuses,
7. At the first censos in the year 1866 the population of the-
NDIAGRAM , Central  Provinces
Shawing the variations since 1872 per yg;g:?g@gégé andby
thousand of the population inthe naturalDivisions.  goiere famine in 1869

it had risen to

2500 ¥ 9,223,534 As. a
2400 _ WA B result ot certain inter-
s :{.5/ o~ changes of erritory in.
300 1 1§ 1905 with what was

200 . then part of Bengal
2100 $ but is now included
? ,

2 . in Bihar and Orissa,
; . the adjusted figures,
1500 :

) 2 & of population ‘in the
1800 : /"\/ 5 Central Provinces in
1708 A 4 —{ 1872 were 8,651,30;
) / /% &/ and to these must be

1609 7s S added 2,227,654 per-
1508 /4 %’é@\/\
)

sons enumerated in
L/ ~ -
1400 4 - Berar in 1869. The
/ - [}\M

LA s next 2o years repre-

1300 S sent a continuous-
é ) Fv) . .

1200 / ,?Z;; 5= R period of prosperity

iao % and increasing popu-
1000

‘ , | lation, only set ‘back.
_ by some years when
L T TR I Sgamity S revailod
~at the end of the eighties, culminating ina very unhealthy year in 188g; and
at the two censuses of 1881 and 1891 increases were recorded in Berar-
of 20 and 84 per cent in the Central Provinces of 20 and 9’5 per cent and
in the Feudatory States of 49 and 23 per cent. During the next decade calamity
begat calaity with unexampled rapidity, culminating- in the famine of 1g00-
following ofi severe scarcity in the previous year. This famine, which even
now stands out so clearly in the minds of the inhabitants that events of that
time are dated by their occurrence so many years before or after the big famine,
took a heavy toll of life, and at the census of tgor the population had fallen

by 9'2 per “cent in the Central Provinces-districts, by 5in Berar and by 4'8 in
the Feudatory States. ' . :

8. During the following decade the Province recovered from the disasters.
of the preceding 10'years, "Up to the harvest of 1907 there was no general crop
+ failure although the rice crop failed in the Wainganga valley in 1904-05 and in
1905+06 in part of Chhattisgarh, and in the former season also the wheat crop
in the north of the Province was considerably damaged by frost. -The period
however was marked by some extremely good - harvests, those of 1g03-04 ang:
1906-07 being particularly, fine, and the effects of the great famine’ disappeared.
A set back, however, decurred in the - following year owing to the early cessation”
of the monsoon, but though-distress appeared, it was due more’ to' high prices
than to actual shortage of fod stocks. - The remaining two years were ones of
prospetity in spite of scattered epidemics, and at the census of 1911 the popula~
tion of the Province had increaseq 1o 16,033,310 or by 17°9 per cent. In times of
:l‘;“?ss the aborigines and other backward tribes are the first to suffer, and
thelrl}'ecg"e"y 8 comrespondingly quick.: Itis not therefore surprising that in
° veudatory States the population during this period increased by 29'8.

percent. InBerar and the Central Province i
s the increase, though not so
marked, amounted to 110 and 178 respectively, R & :
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9. The history of the agricultural and economic condition of the peo'ple
CoNDITIONS  BUBSEQUERT during the decade 1911—321 s one of considerable COIT -
TO THE CBNSUS OF 1911, plexity, and had a marked effect on the census statistics
For the first two years the crops gave a satisfactory outturn, but in the next
year the total outturn was only 75 per cent of the normal, the rice country and
the north of the Province being particularly affected. In 1914-15 the autumn
harvest was again good, but wheat inthe Nerbudda valley was disappointing
and the excellence of the cotton crop in the Maratha plain was counteracted
by a slump in the price consequent on the outbreak of the war. The next year
was favourable, and '1916-17 particularly so, though cotton, which by now had risen
to an unprecedented price, was much damaged by heavy rain which fell just
before picking commenced. Up to this point the high prices incidental to the war
coupled with favourable seasons had an undoubtedly beneficial effect on a province
so largely dependent on agriculture. There was, however, a setback in
1917-18, when excessive rain during the monsoon caused much damage to the
cotton and juar in:the west of the Province, while its absence during the
winter months was inimical to the wheat in the north; and the total harves? was
only estimated at a little more than three-fourths of the normal.  Thg next season
opened with a favourable monsoon,‘and at the beginning of Septembér a bumper
crop seemed assured, but the rains ceased abruptly, resulting in widespread scarcity,
+ an account of which will be found in the Financial Commissioner's report on
famine and scarcity in the year 1918-19, from which an extract is given below ;==

“The scarcity of 1918-19 was, as in all previous failures, due to the abrupt
cegsation of the rains in September 1918. The early monsoon was, on the whols, well
distributed, though a long break in the rains after the first week in July delayed kharif
sowing and the transplantation of rice. Up to the second week in September, all the
kharif crops promised a heavy outturn, but the monsoon then receded abruptly, and there
was practically no rain until almost the end of November; as a result, the kharif crops
deteriorated everywhere, though the outturn varied largely from village to village in the,
same district, as local showers in September and October made enormous differences in
the outturn, The result was that, generally speaking, the kharif crops of the Central
Provinces and Berar taken together yielded less than half the normal crop. :

Owing to the prolonged drought, the land which had been prepared .for: rabi sowings.
hardened fast and it was impossible for the whole of the seed to be got into the ground.
The rabi area consequently shrank by more than 24 million acres and was 3o per cent
less than that of the previous year, though, as a result of favourable winter rains,a normal
wheat crop was obtained .in the districts of Saugor, Damoh, Sconi, Hoshangabad and
Nagpur, and a bumper crop in Narsinghpur, and the only districts in which there was
practically a failure of the rabi crops were Buldana and Yeotmal, '

Though the failure of crops was, in many parts of the Province, severe, the distress
would certainly have not been so great as proved to be the case, but for two important
causes, which aggravated the situation. In the first place, the large export of grain in
the previous years had exhausted the greater portion of the reserve stocks held m the
province, with the result that prices had already reached what in previous times would
have been considered a famine level, The ‘second cause was the serious outbreak of
influenza, which had reduced theearning power of the labouring classes and ‘the resisting
power of the agricultural classes, These causes, coupled with the failure of the crops,
produced distress, which in certain parts deepened into famine.” |

10. Distress was much aggravated by the appearance of the fatal influenza.
epidemic, which began in September 1913 and extended well into the next year.
The following passage taken from the official report written before the epidemic
had entirely subsided indicates the severity of the disaster, |

A fulminating epidemic such as this one is altogether without parallel in the records
of the Province. It appeared in two waves, the first of which occurred in/July and was
so.mild that it does not appear to have penetrated into some of the districts at all,
while in others it probably passed unnoticed and in only a few did it register its mark.
The second wave, however, which started late in September struck the' Province with
lightning suddenness and viclence, spreading rapidly and leaving behind it a m‘e.lanchol{'
wake of decimated villages and destitute orphans. ~Traces of the disease still exist (28th
of January 1919) in some of the remoter parts, -, : '

The total mortality attributable to influenzaup to the goth November _is 790,830.
Practically all this occurred in the two months of October and November, and it amounts
to 56:83 per thousand of the population, taken as. 13,016,308 according to the Census of
1911 or to 5239 per thousand of the population deduced up to the 1st January 1913 as
16,037,257 o . |

A reference to previous heavy epidemic mortality in the Central Provinces and Berar
shows that the highest ‘on record is that for cholera in the famine year 1goo, The figure

¢
{
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is 80,144, The heaviest recorded mortality from a}l causes occurrqd in the previous
famine year 1897, when 797,313 deaths were registered in the year. The influenza epidemic
alone, which has not yet spent its force, has produced a calamityin two months which is
practically equal to the total mortality for the whole of this most disastrous famine year,

The total plagne mortality since 1896, when the first cases oceurred, up to date is
180,308, which affords an interesting comparisn between the results of 22 years of
plague and 2 months of influenza.” ' .

An analysis of the effects of the epidemic, which was .particul.arly fatal to
those in the prime of life, will be found in paragraph 15. Itis sufficient to state
here that the deaths were undoubtedly much more numerous than reported,
as the reporting zgency broke down in places under the stress of the disease.

+ The combination of high prices, influenza and failure of crops, aggravated
as it was by heavy railway traffic in connection with the war and the inadequate
supply of waggans, produced a crisis which the Province weathered with a
. wonderful power of resistance. Famine was declared in an -area of 12,841
square miles with a population of 1} millions, and scarcity in 38,333 square
miles inhabited by five million persons.

- .

~11. FEoftunately the following year was one of abundant harvests everywhere,,
but food stocks were depléted, and a 98 per cent crop brought little reduction in
‘prices, which now pressed with unexampled severity, particularly on the urban popu-
lation, With but the short space of one year in which to recuperate, the monsoon
again failed, and in 1920-21 famine was declaredin 3 and scarcity in 12 districts.
Over the Province as a whole nearly 13,000 square miles with a population of
nearly 1} millions were declared to be under famine, and 35,000 square miles with
a population of over 44 millions under scarcity. The following extract from the
famine report indicatesthe extent to which the agricultural population was-afiécted..

“From this time (September 1920) onwards, bowever, the rain came to an abrupt
stop, and except for a few light showers in certain districts no further rain was received
anywhere from October 1920 to the latter half of January 1921, The result; as on' all
previous occasions, was a severe failure of the kharif harvest, The monsoon rainfall w
28'42 mnches against the average of 43'17 inches. - SR :

The prolonged dronght,. coupled with the excessive heat, hardened the soil and’ caused
a great contraction of the area sown with spring crops. The total rabi area sown was
30 per cent less-thaiin' 1917-18, - The 'want of moisture in the soil which was responsible
for the decrease<in sowing, coupled: with the absence of all rain till late ‘in January,.
prevented satistactony germination on light soils, and’ general failure of the rabi harvest
resulted; The combined outturn of hoth harvests over the whole - province’ amonnted to
only 42 per cent of the normal crop*against §5 per cent in the two scarcity vears_1907-08
and 1918-19. The Jubbulpore and Berar divisions suffered the most, In Seoni and
Mandla the combined outturn of all crops did not exceed 2§ per cent of the normal, while
in Saugor alone of'the districts of the Jubbulpore division the combined outturn exceeded
55-per cent of the pormal, In three districts of Berar the outturn was between 26 and 27
per cent of the normal and in the fourth district only reached 40 per cént, Other divisions
were more {avoured, but only in comparison with the worst afflicted tracts in the Ner-
budda division; the outturn was 47 per cent of the normial in Chhindwara and 37 "per cent
in Betul; in the Nagpur division it was 28 per cent in Bhandara and 42 per cent in Bala-
ghat; while in the Chhattisgarh division, the outturn in Drug was only 37 per cent of the
normal and in Raipur, the most favoured district in the division, did not exceed 52 per cent,
In only three.districts of the province did the outturn reach more than So per
cent-of the- norr‘nali-.‘ The crop failure-was more serious- than‘any which has occurred
since:18ggergoo. ™ [ - : . o : S ’

The per'fectioq' of telief measures as a result of the experience gained from:
previous famines has to'a large extent mitigated the primary effect of famine on
the populatian statistics. On the present occasion famine was at its height
when the censuswas taken, and in consequence there was some-abnormal migration,
but the report already quoted shows that it was comparatively insignificant.

T s »
the : :ﬂ}m;gf ation.~The seasonal movements of labour, both. within and from outside
har&st‘;mc? l:lhseabthChBOf ewmployment, ate to the cotton picking in Berar, to the rabi
coul mintg “I ¢ Nerbudda valley and the northern districts, and to the manganese or
congidony nlfeasons of famine these movements are intensified, but except for a
P thraF'e :i:s of poverty-stricken labourers from the Rewah State and to a less degree
T?it:inre hE? tog Sta}i;'es there was little else to chronicle in the year under revision.
sttaiu‘o:iher?m cwa 3'fwlt:‘°h took place early in 1921, at first proved rather a severe:
Somtroction ei‘l’l"?eslﬂ the Jubbulpore district, but the cement works and the ratlway
o nGn da neighbourhood were-able to absorb the greater number, In Bilaspur
‘ 4,000 Gonds from the Surguja State came into the Mungeli and Katghora tahsils,

» wh N !
7 m;l;; :ﬁ?{e than hall_of them are teported to have sett}ed down, especially in the Korba
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“ Emigration—~Readiness to emigrate outside the province becomes each year more
marked as the people go further aud further afield in search of employment. in the year
under report the migration of Chhattisgarhis to Jamshedpur and the coalsficlds of Bengal
was greater than before, and some 35,000 to 40,000 persons are believed to have left
the Chhattisgarh districts alone. The influx int¢ Jamshedpur and its neighbourbood was
s0 great as to overstock the labour market : numbers of the emigrants had to return without
finding work, and some mor{ality resulted, In future it will be necessary to provide some
means of supplying the district quthorities with prompt information as to the demand for
labour in the iron works and mines in order that they may check emigration in good time,
On the other hand, fewer coolies migrated to Assam than might have been expected, due
to the depression in the tea industry, the numbers being 10,731 compared with 31,365
in 1918-19. Of these, moreover, two-thirds were residents of adjoining Native States and

not of British India.” - .

12. With the abnormal conditions prevailing in the decade, prices and the

pricss awp Waces, €05t of living fluctuated widely, While there is at

RICEs A TASE: present in this Province no, official computation of the
cost of living by means of index numbers, expenditurc on food and clothing
absorbs so large a portion of the incomes of the inhabitants that the tables
given below give a very good comparison of the cost of liing and the trend of
wages in a number of places to which they relate, which are typical of the
conditions in various parts of the Province, .
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MATERIAL EXPANSION OF THE PROVINCE

9

In the rural area of the Amraoti district the rise in wages has failed to
approximate to the increased cost of ‘the staple food grain, and there is a
marked difference both in 1918 and 1920. It must however be remembered that
.supply and demand have more effect on the price of labour in Berar than in the
Central Provinces, and at times of scarcity prices of food rise abnormall

has to be imported from without.

' {' as it
In 1919 the wage curve is not far below the

price curve, and will approximate to it with good seasons, In Hoshangabad in
the developed rural area the wage curve sags below the price curve, but {ollows
its shape closely. In Seoni the wage curve has actually overtaken the price
curve, while in Bhandara it is not far below it at the end of the decade. In
Saugor wages have risen appreciably, but have not been able to overtake the rise
in prices dye to the famines, while m Raipur both in the developed and unde-
veloped parts wages have fairly kept level with prices, except in1918. In
Nagpur urban wages have undoubtedly moved against the labourer; and the same
is the case to a lesser extent in Akola, where, however, during the earlier years of
the decade prices fell while the cost of labour remained the same. In Jubbulpore
and Saugor, except in times of famine, wages have fairly kept pace with prices.

. y
MATERIAL EXPANSION OF

THE PROVINCE.

13.. Some  of the main statistics connected with the material expansion
-of the Province are given in the accompanying table :~—

Rail-borae traffc exclud- Length of ’
ing trensure and animals. roads,
: |. . a "
Net ceopped| - Land {;:':.g&h Migeation
' Year, - ~urea .| 'revenue | way to
ean ‘ ‘ . in acres, derwand. inmites Assam,
- Weight in | Value in . s Meta- Unmes *
manuds, | rupees. e lled, talled,
t
i ‘ e y‘:,‘,‘ C . .
191112 | 60756000 |36.50:31,000 | 25,018,772 | 186.40,588 |98 | 4623 | 1.98:36 | s7ie,
191213 W] 65736,000 454964000 | 24,621,358 | 187,57,674 | 360 | 4,563 | 108136 | 6,133
1913-14 74,738,000 383{;:52:990 241’478:603 1,90,65,180 | 3,402 | 4,715 | 2304°74 {"“7?
101415 "k 56,405,000 [98,64,43000 1 25110522 | 1,0245,555 | 3,565 4,268 | 424188 | Badg
' 1914-16 wl 70,283,000 | 35,£3,94,000 25,418,770 | 1,90,56769 3f603 4,240 | 2,353°34 4,638
1916-17 70.;76;000 38.29,"17,000 25,286,730 BBLTOOIL [3754 | 4137 { 2353234 ¢ 1,940
191718 | 63156000 {41,06,03,000 | 24,234,085 | 1.9550,8:3 a7t |3800 | 977 | 170
191819 o] 68172,000 |47a715000 | 23360370 | 19856813 |3894 14009 | 242852 1 31,305
. . L .
) [ . . - " . n
193920 | 6630000 (595321000 | 23669683 | 2i00i57.378 4sse | 3980 | 24a8yz | 1728
wmat - A 78055000 477661000 | 23,020,306 | 1.9904i001 |4ig9 |3,902 | 24aB 53 | 10,738

. ' v . ! ) " . ) p f
lway traffic during the decade would be a fair index of the trade o
s veo wereg not the results obscured by a number- of
the war momentarily paralysed trade, and accounts

the Province year by year,

factors. The outbreak of

for the sudden drop both in value and in bulk, Subseque

unusual

ntly the difficulty arising



'lo CHAPTER L—DISTRIBUTION AND MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION.

from the shortage of railway stock and the impossibility c:if replaci:ng dlt whxlde tfhe
waT was in progress, prevented the expansion, which wasA ue to the ; cm?n t‘m]'
India’s products, being fully displayed in the statistics. 3 sy.;;tc;_m 'I?t' prg.e(;el? 1al

booking had to be instituted, and there is no doubt 'C‘%tl facili lissh a .been'
available the figures during the war and immediately after it wc})]u f ave ee[;
considerably swollen. Extensive grain traflic occurred owing tg the ariunesT I’?

1918-19 and 192021, and the figures have yet to return to the I;Jorma. i e
net cropped area depends largely on the_qharacter of the seasfon, ut the fzt at
the end of the decade reflects, in addxh‘on to the resultsp the twofamm_es,
a real decrease in cultivatiorvdue to the decimation of the agricultural popu]atuin
by influenza. The extension of communications by railway was abruptly
stopped by the outbreak of the war, and there are several schemes whose
completion still awaits the provision of further railway material. ]Slow but
steady progress has been made in the construction of roads, metalled tracts
having replaced anmetalled ones over a length of goo miles.

14. ~ The system of registration of vital statistics has been fully described
Svstem or Vitaw Recis- i paragraph 42 of the census report of 1911, and it is
TRATION. - only necessary 'to indicate any changes that bave been
introduced doring the decade. The method. pf registration has remfuned
unaltered, except that in towns [rom the beginning of 1920 de}atb-s of children
under one yeaf ‘of age have been sub-divided into smaller age periods, Some
improvemént has been effected in the method of checking the statistics by
the utilization for this purpose of the vaccmatm_n‘staff, whose w‘ork entarls' a good
deal of house-to-house "visitation; but the opinion expres_ged in 191+ still holds
‘good that, ‘whereas the reporting of actual occurrences is fairly accurate, the
‘classification' under the diseases which caused death is very untrustworthy.
The Feudatory States must, howeyer, ,b_e except'ed, 'as_a‘_pgerusa] of the very small
nuraber of reported births and deaths displayed in Subsidiary 'Table V _demon~ -
strates, For the purpose of the present census, however, the vital statistics must
~ be accepted with reserve, as- thg reporting ;lgroke down- h.Q-p('E]ess!y «during the
influenza epidemic, and for a period of nearly six months, beginning from September
1918, the machinery of registration was out of gear,

15. The statement in the margin compares the increasq ir} the population
* Cowsamsson sewweey pe-  Since the last census and the vital statistics records. - The
ouceo  roruration  awo  difference is due to two ressons, Inaccuracy i the record
CENSUS POPULATION, _of births and deaths, and migration, The vital statistics
were indoubtedly affected by the mfluenza epidemic, when many deaths
Persons. _ were not registered, while the statistics of

D“’:j-’;f i';“l;";;:‘t;‘:z‘i’c'; according sy650  Migration were temporarily dislocated owing
an ‘ Sl am = BB : . 4 .
Excess of births over deaths .. +a34233 ' to the famine (1) by the influx from neigh-

A - bouring states and provinces into the north
o ;T?taym‘lvmou; o TR o thg Province fcﬁ‘.-the wheat harvest of
labourers, who came in exceptionally large numbers, and (2) by the exodus
to the industrial centres to the east from Chhattisgarh of petty cultivators,
many of whom returned to the fields in June 1922 when the next monsoon
broke. * Of the wheat labourers or chaitharas, as they are called, 38857 were
enumerated as having been born cutside the Province, . '

. 36, The population of 1911 contained 749,985 immigrants, and if we
assume that two-fifths have died, or a uniform death-rate of 40 per 1,000 nearly
450,000 will survive. This figure'is prébably below the mark because of the
excessive mortality due to influenza and the fact that immigrants would be above
the average in age. As 609,564 immigrants were enumerated in 1921, there
would be a balance of 150,000, which would be the number who immigrated
duting the decade. A similar calculation shows that the province has lost about
106,000 by emigration in the same period, and there is therefore the very large
Jdiscrepancy of about 390,000 between the population as it is and that which
- mighi be expected from a consideration of the recorded births and deaths and the

balance of immigration. Thisis due to a great extent to defective registration
of deaths at the time of the influenza’epidemic, and it seems probable that about
¢ quarter of the total number’ of deathsat that time escaped registration,
<A fuller discussion of the statistics of. migration will be fourd in Chapter I11.



-

MORTALITY DUE TO PARTICULAR DISEASES T

Mortality due to parlicular diseases.

g Cholera. Small-pox, Dﬁm&:&:"‘d Fever, Plague, ::fu‘:"
F

Year.‘ Ratio Ratio Ratio : Ratio} | Ratio
Total. | per | Total. | per | Total, | per | Towl, [ per | Totel. | per { Total.

mille. mille, mille wille. mille.
1911 w| 3098 vzl w4 cusl 4377 315§ 284480 (1685 27,938 | 20 "
1912 w| 84313 2461 4550 ‘azl std25 ) 423 270002 |1g4r | 10009 | 1'38
1613 w] 15,386 | ruo| 6,416 | ‘46| 34,860 [ 240§ 195,534 {1408 s1z2 | o4 -
1014 ~nf 20345 | 146 ] asBu| 33| 48045 | 345 | 234)528 | 1686 806 | ob
1915 o] Sh62) car{ozsed o8 ) sbraaf 31} 437,834 {1709 [ 20,265 | 146
1016 o] 39205 | 282 | 839 | 02 40467 | 2or§ 354,985 |38 | sBozg | a06| ..,
191 w| T 6ot | o 453 | 03] 35483 | 58| aabooy (1636 | 48,036 | 54
%91 ’ wl 3331 rz4] 24867 ‘16] 42,953 | Foa ] nradyro |Baqa | 1,009 -Bo §or4,820
1919 o] 62089 | 446 | 7342 [ ‘s3] 44019 F2n| 304742 (2190 | gaig | 66 | 53853
1920 w| 4ot} a5 2a76] 16] 30281 anB | 246,376 | 2488 | t4,374 | 103 e
1921 o] 88330 | 419 1787 ) cu3{ 43486 | 313} 327030 |3357 | 5467 | va9| .
Total i |230,762 | 17| 32700 | 2 468701 | 34| 2779854 [ a7a JuBs6ar | 13 Jo48,682

17. In discussing the mortality from particular diseases, it must be borne
in mind that the true cause,of death is frequently not known, and that the report
is made through the agency of an individual who cannot recognise any but the

" most distinctive diseases, Even the deaths from influenza have to be estimated
from the departure from the normal of the figures under the comprehensive
head of fever. A certain degree of accuracy, however, can be attained in the
case of easily recognised diseases like cholera, small-pox and plague. Cholera
is sometimes confused with an irritant bowel complaint caused by the consump-
tion of unsuitable food at the time of farr_line, but it’ is also a'.concomitant of
famine, and is often due to the contraction and consequent fouling of the water
supply at such times. Deaths from this disease were therefore highest in
1919 and 1921, when the totals of 4'46 and 4'1g per mwille were reached, as
against a decennial gverage of 155 Io addition 1912.and 191(_3 were unhealthy
years, while in 1917 the exceptionally low figure of ‘o3 per mille was returned.
Small-pox is sometimes confused with chicken-pox, as the vernacular term for
both diseases is the same, but, as the latter complaint accounts for few deaths, the
disturbance of the statistics from this cause yvnll be small, The average de.cenn‘ial
death-rate from small-pox was ‘a2 per wille, and the most serious epidemics
occuired in 1§13 and 1919. . The most severe outbreak of plague occurred in
1917, when 48,036 persons succumbed, giving a death-rate of 345 per thousand.

Other years of high mortality were 1916, 1911 and 1915, In spite of the local

. intensity of outbreaks, mortality from this cause taken over the Province as a

whole is not very high when compared with that -due to other diseases, and
it appears that, with the spread of moculation and the increased readiness of the
inhabitants to vacate infected areas at the earliest opportunity, the virulence of the
epidemic is subsiding. The statistics of deaths by fever, ashas been stated, are
nototiously unreliable. The returns under this head, however, give a general indica
tion of the popular health during the year. . The feature of_the statistics, apart from
the heavy mortality due to influenzain 1 918, isthe increase in the deaths subsequent
to that year. This may be dueto general Joss of vitality, and the unfavourable

effect of the epidemic on the age constitution of the people,

18 Now that the general factors, by Which' the growth and movement of
’ o " the population Is determined, have been set forth, L
Y ARIATION 1N POPOLATION, proceed to examine their effect on the distribution of the
population during the ‘decade. The variations prior to the year 1911 have
already been analysed in previous census reports, and the discussion will there-
fore be confined to changes subsequent. to that year. It will be convenient to
examine the alterations by natural divisions and the areds’ into which they are
sub-divided before proceeding to summarise the results for the Province.
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Nerbudda Valley Division.
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—7g. The valley of the Nerbudda river, which flows westward through the
Jubbulpore, Narsinghpur, Hoshangabad and Nimar districts, has long been famous
for its fertile alluvial soil and the excellent wheat crop it produces. The division,
however, also includes to the north the two districts of Saugor and Damoh,
which are situated on the border of the Malwa or Vindhyan plateau at an
average height of 2,000 feet above sea level, while in the extreme west portions
of the Nimar district are more closely allied to the Maratha plain country.

The population figures of the districts of‘the' Nerbudda valley division are
obscured to a certain extent by the presence of large
numbers -of labourers known as chaitharas, who were
moving from place to place at the time of” the wheat harvest. At the census
of 1911, which was taken 8 days earlier in March, this disturbin% factor
was not present to the same extent, as the wheat harvest that year was a late one.
Instructions were issued to the census staff that the word chasthara should be
entered in the census schedules against all such persons, and the information
was collected in the census offices, Itis exhibited in the table given below : —

Table showing the temporary moverient of libour for the wheat harvest.

Number of Immigrants,

‘THR WHEAT HRARVESTERS,

Place of

A Jaa. . Elsewhere in| Outside Number] Net
Enumeration, ];E‘::} ‘;’:ﬁ Damph. sin’;:;ur. H';s;';'ig“ Nimar. Central Pro-| Central |Total, | of emi-| &3
vinces.  |Provinces, grants,

. ]
ubbulpore..] . | 4500 3633 04 3 548 10,423 15,153 201 -|::4 362
%)a;;gg; 27 x8 213 7 - o & 10,609 10,878 | 2,080 | + 8:198
Nansingh u:. 5 'l;g 2 ' n2 . 245 1 4306|4081 |- 598
Hoshniameel 12 = 458 | 323 972 3,892 | 5,055 1,684 | + 337
Nimas 4 G 183 903 | 1gf2 - $o 4,874 11,650 (10,461 649 | +18,812
v o e - 1 188 | §27 8a0 | 1,596 qo03 | + 1,133

Total P r 51 2,680 4,98! 1, 684 - 649 493 6)9’4 381857 56!469 101688 + 45!781
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_ It is clear that these figures will be below and not above the wark, for
while an enumerator would not enter in the census schedules any one as a
chaithara who was not, ke might omit to make the necessary entry.

At will be seen that the Hoshangabad, Jubbulpore and Saugor districts
received an appreciable aceretion to their population of a purely temporary kind.

20" Though not lying in the Nerbudda valley, these two districts find in
the Sonar valley 2 good alluvial soil, and 40 per cent
. , of the area is under wheat. The population in Saugor
15 concentrated round the town of that name, which is the fourth largest in the
Province, and the density of the Saugor tahsil is returned at 176 persons per
square mile. During the decade the population fell by 13,030 persons, and,
as the district was badly hit by the famine of 1goo, the papulation is now little
in excess of that of 1872, Asa matter of fact, the decrease in the present
decade is actually greater, as there is a net gain of 8,198 chastharas. The
excess of deaths over births was registered as 13,521, but, owing to the diffi-
culty of obtaining accurate returns during the influenza epidemic, this figure
must have been much higher, and the close approximation of the real' decrease
to the expected decrease is obviously due to the temporary immigration referred
to above.  From 19t1 to 1916, except in 191§ when malaria reduced
the birth-rate, there was a steady excess of births over deaths, but in 1018 the
death-rate owing to the influenza epidemic reached the unprecedented figure of
72,253, of more than 50,000 in excess of the normal, while in the following
yearthe birth-rate fell to 17,627, or 277 per mille, which is the lowest figure recorded
during the decade. In Damoh the country is somewhat more broken and
less fertile than Saugor, and owing to the absence of large towns the density
. is as low as 102 per square mile. The history of the vital statistics is some-
what similar, but there was an actual excess of deaths in 1916, and in the
influenza year there was a recorded death-rate of 159 per mille as against
133 in Saugor, while the low birth-rate persisted for the two subsequent years
instead of one. The population therefore fell by 45,921, or 13'8 per cent, which
is one of the largest decreases recorded in British territory, .

Saucor aAND DaMoH.

21, The Jubbulpore district is somewhat composite in character.  The
Murwara tahsil resembles the Vindhyan districts of
. Saugor and Damoh in its general characteristics, and in
the rest of the district to the west the rice growing country gives place to, the
wheat-growing valley of the Nerbudda, from which the division derives its name.
The density therefore varies considerably from 142 in the Murwara tahsil to 257
in the Jubbulpore tahsil. The Jubbulpore tahsil contains the city of that name,
but its rural density amounts to 150, The population during the decade remained
stationary, but the excess of registered deaths over births was no less than
40,073, This was due partly to chaitharas, and partly to the flow of normal

immigration, as the total excess of immigrants over emigrants during the decade
amounted to about 65,000, ’

22. Practically the whole of the Narsinghpur district lies in the basin of
the Nerbudda valley, and the cultivation consists largely
of wheat and other winter crops. As the soil is
particulatly retentive of moisture, it suffers less from the vagaries of the seasons
than many other districts; at the same (ime it possesses excellent railway
communications, and is within easy touch of the markets of India. It is
therefore surprising to find that its population has decreased by 32 per cent
during the decade and that it is about 26,000 smaller than in 1872, Normally
the birth-rate is little higher than the death-rate, and indeed was below it in 1912,
when plague and cholera took a heavy toll. The district suffered heavily from
influenza in 1918, when the death-rate was 6676 per mille, and its effects had not
passed away 1n 1919, when the death-rate was higher and the birth-rate Jower than
the normal. In the following year relapsing fever, whichis a form of mild
influenza, appeared, and there was again an excess of deaths. The natural
decrease of the population according to the vital statistics was 19,300, or
some 8,000 more than the actual decrease. This was due partly to the
presence of chaitharas; but permanent immigration is also -responsible, as the
district now contains nearly 7,000 more immigrants than emigrants, whereas
in 1911 there was a balance of 4,000 on the other side,

Jupuyeore.

NARSINGHPUR,
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The factors enumerated above do ot sufficiently account for the fa'ilur‘e
of the district to increase in population in the last 50 years; and it is
probable that the reason for this phenomenon is to be found in the fact that as
‘soon as the caltivator has attained a certain standard of comfort he does not seek
to add to his resources. Population .does not wish- to press on the means of
subsistence. Theé district is similar in population and_physical features to
Hoshangabad in the west, and the following quotation from the Hoshangabad
 Settlement report of 1913-18 holds good of Narsinghpur. :

-

“ The number of persons which 100 acres of cultivated land supported at last settle-
ment and at the presenf revision was as

atlast follows :— o
. as et *
Tabsil, Settlement, | At FEVISOR In Bombay a similar area supports 36 per-
— : sons, in the Punjab 87, in Madras 120, and in
o . - .| the United Provinces 130, It is curious to note
%""?P“’b P 48 74 iz also that the richest part of the district as
SeonicMalwa ZZ : 33, regards both soil and material wealth supports
Hatda SN R * 39 the smallest population, and that the pressure
o - ‘ in this part has actually fallen since last settle-

) ment. Any one familiar with the methods of
the Hoshangabad cultivator will need no assistance in forming the obvious conclusion.
Making all - due allowance for the fact that the standard of living is lower in
the east of the district than in the west, and for the additional source of income
which the forests of the Sohagpur tahsil furnish,. there is no doubt that the
western tahsils could support a population of between 60 and 70 per 00 acres without
any difficulty.” ’ ‘ :

In common with other areas in the Nerbudda valley, recovery from the
famine of 1goo was very slow; before that famine the wheat-growing areas
were able to bear a comparatively high assessment of land revenue; but once
a land of cultivation, it became overgrown with kans grass, 2 weed which when
it is established requires much labour and capital to eradicate. At the same
fime cotton began to be a much more profitable crop to cultivate, and the centre
~ of fertiiity‘of the Province shifted from the Nerbudda valley <to the Maratha
plain. This was recognised in Hoshangabad, when after the end of the wheat
boom of the eighties a cycle of lean years culminating in the famine of
1goo set in, the effect of which is briefly described in Mr. Gowan's settlement
report, - - ' o :

“ Briefly it may be said that in 1901 the productive capacity of the district bad fallen by
roughly one-sisth to one-fourth in the Agvels tracts 'of the Harda, Seoniand Sohagpur
tahsils, and by one-third in the Hoshangabad tabsil and in the riverine and submonfane-
tracts .of the o_thcr- tabsils, To meet this fall a permanent reduction of Rs. 1,71,000 was
made in the village assets, Rs, 92,000 going in relief of ordinary tenants, Rs., 12,000
in relief of the protected tenants, and Rs, 67,000 being deducted from the home-farm
vajuation. The cotresponding reduction in revenue was Rs. 82000, In order to com-
pensate for the contraction of the cropped area and the deterioration in the character of the
cropping, temporary abatements averaging 1%} percent on the reduced assets were
granted for three years, and in 1904 some of these abatements, mostly in villages of the Hosh-
angabaq tahsil, were continued for the term of the settlement. In 1g03-05 debt-conciliation
proceedings were taken up; and 62 lakhs were remitted by award, and 12} lakhs by the
voluntary act of creditors. Finally, to allow the people a lengthened peciod free from
the unsettling effect of changes in the demand, the term for. which the abated rents
and revenues would remain in force ‘was extended till 1915-18, The facts given
in subsequent chapters will show the extent to which these measures, aided by a
serics of more favourable seasons, restored the district to a very large measure of its
former prosperity ", o B

_ In Narsinghpur conditions*were not dissimilar when the question of reset-
tling the district was examined ; in 1016 it was found that the district, which had
benefited by the whéat boom of the eighties, had not yet regained the position it
had before the famine of 1900, as is shown by the following quotation from a
letter - ftom- the Local Administration to the Government of India dealing
with the question :— ' ®
. “The Narsinghpur district profited greatly from the wheatboom ighti

but a sharp reaction set in after the faminesgof thg nineties, and theb‘c)l?stringh;}s’e r:;g?;:.ej‘,
very slowly from the efiects of those famines. In some villages abatements of land
revenue were granted, and though these abatements are no longerbin force, an examinatio

oE[ tl}\le ai\gncultulral statistics of the district shows that complete recovery uf) to the standarg
of the last settlement, which was completed in 1894, has not yet taken place. Though the
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area occupied for cultivation shows a slight rise of 1§ par cent, the gross cropped area is
below the settlement figure by 4 per cent, while old fallows, which at settlement represents
ed only 7} per cent of the occupied area, now represent 14} per cent of that area, More
serious is the change in the character of the cropping. Wheat is the staple crop of the
district, but the avea under this crop has fallen from 238,000 to 145,000 arres, or by 39 per
cent. This great decrease of area under a valuable crop is due largely to bad harvests in
1914 and 1915, and to the impossibility of procuring seed at reasonable prices in the
autumn of 1915, but, though a recovery may confidently be expected in the current year,
there can be little hope of any figure approximating that of settlement : for even in 1913'
after two very good harvests, the wheat area was only 193,000 acres. Further cvidencc:
of the deterioration in cropping is an increase of 17 per cent iz the minor millets, kodon
and katki, which ate of no commercial importance, and an increase of 16 per cent in
miscellaneous crops which are not staples of the district. The number of plough cattle has
increased by 33 per cent, buf thig iwprobably largely due to the sub-division of ‘toldings,
the average size of which haX puch decreased ¥,
’

(3

23. As has already been stated, the natural features of the Hoshangabad
district are akin to Narsinghpur, except that the district
extends further into the plateau to the south, while in
the Harda tahsil to the west the more profitable cotton has, within the memory
of the writer, pushed its way into the wheat country. The causes which have
led to the decline of the Nassinghpur population hold good for Hoshangabad,
though the decline is not so marked. . From 1911 to 1917 the natural growth of
the population was maintained, except for a setback due to cholera in 1gs2.
But owing to deaths from influenza there was a decrease of 30,000 in 1918, and
n 1919 the low birth-rate which followed the disease caused a fall of 4,600.
During the decade the population decreased by 2'5 per cent, but is now some
10,000 more than in 1872, The natural fall is only 7,338, but the district had
a favourable balance of no less than 18,000 chatiharas for the wheat harvest,
so that the resident population is considerably less than that shown. The
Hoshangabad tahsil has the greatest density of 163 per square mile, and the
lowest, of 100, is found in Schagpur, while in the cotton growing country of Harda
it is only 115. The higher density in Hoshangabad, however, is due to the
comparative absence of forest, o ‘

HosuANGaBAD.

24. Though "the Nerbudda flows along the northern boundary of the
district, wheat has nearly everywhere given way to
cotton, and only occupies 4 per cent of the cropped area,
The district possesses a large amount of uncultivated land, for the low forest-
clad hills on the north of the Tapti valley run through the district from west
to east. The density is there{ore only o4 per square mile, which is the lowest
in the division, although 38 per cent of the soil is under cotton. This low den-
sity, however, is partly due to the presence wof a large area under forest, parti-
¢ularly in the Harsud tahsil, where the population numbers only 55 per square
mile, Nimar is the only district in the division which registers an increase of
population during the decade and in this respect it resembles the neighbouring
Maratha plain country. ~Although few chaitharas are recorded as having
migrated to Hoshangabad for the wheat harvest, the DlStﬂ(,:’ Census Officer
reports a decrease of 10,119 or 14 per cent between the provisional and final
figures of the Harsid tahsil.  This he ascribes to migration, and it is probable
that it is due to.an"inusual exodus to lndore in search of work. The recorded
deaths exceeded the births by™nearly 10,000, owing to plague, from 'w’hnch the
district sufferedeseverely in the years 1911-1912, 1916 and 1917, and to influensa
in 1918 and 1919. . In the face of these figures it s surprising to find that there
was a recorded ifetease of over 5,000 during the decade, and the District
Census Officer is driven to the conclusion that the poputation of 191+ was not
properly recorded owing to the prevalence of plague and the consequent
evacuation of houses. In support of this he points to an increase of nearly
9,000 in the town of Burhanpur, where a recensus was taken at a later date in
1911, The fact that many deaths must have escaped registration at the time
of the influenza epidemic is adduced in support of this contention. The writer,
however, who was serving in the Nimar district at the census of 1g¢1, can
testify that every possible precaution was taken to ensure that the population
was correctly enumerated in the places to which they had migrated, and,
although the urban population was smaller than usual, a very large portion of
the inhabitants who ' left their houses encamped in temporary huts near

Nistar.
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the infected areas, with the result that there was a corresponding rise
in the rural population. The true explanation is probably to be found in
the extraordinary immigration from Khandesh owing to the scarcity of
watet, One such immigrant on being questioned stated that there was no
water within a radius of 5 miles of his village, the inhabitants of -which had
moved. in a body into Nimar until the monsoon of 1921 : this is borne out
by the fact that the immigrants from Khandesh number 17,000 «or 33 per

cent more than in 1911. -

Plateau Division.

MAP OF THE
- PLATEAU DIVISION
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25. Tke platean dévision cgnlt\zins(ﬁhe four districts of Betul, Chhindwara,

T eoni and Mandla, and with the exception of the Sausar
ATV PIOL bl of Chhindwara, which fies beloy the ghats ‘and. is
more akin to the Maratha plain country, it occupies a plateau formed
by the Satpurg. hills at a height of more than 2,000 feet ahove sea
level. There )5 a fair amount of wheat cultivation.in the more fertile
soils, which lie in the valleys that intersect the hilly ridges which are a
marked feature of the country, but many. of the .inhabitants are aborigines.
and prefer to grow the lesger millets, which require* less careful methods.

of cultivatios, and are ‘more suited to the . . _
found, ’ somewhat poor soil that is genera]ly
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26. The population of Betul declinzd by 26,649 or 68 per cent, though
thereis an increase of nearly 5,000 according to the
vital statistics. The population increased rapidly during
the first four years of the decade, and to a lesser extent until 1918, when the
influenza epidemic caused more than 30,000 deaths. This, asin other districts,
was followed by a low birth-rate in 1919, and there was a further loss of
6,000 persons. In the following year, however, births increased, though they
have still to reach normal figures, and there was an excess over deaths o 2,000,
Even making allowance for omissions to register deaths during the influenza
epidemic, it is probable that the district lost heavily by migration. Famine was
prevailing at the time of the census, and there was in consequence an unusually
large exodus of chaitharas to the Nerbudda valley, while in 1911 large num-
bers of coolies were employed on the construction of the Amla-lIrarsi Railway.

Betur,

~ The density is much the highest in the Multai tahsil, where it averages 157

persons per square mile, or more than twice as much asin the rest of the
district.

2. The Chhindwara district falls naturally into two. portinns, for while the
" greater part of it lies on the plateay, the Marathi-speaking
‘ Sausar tahsil in the plain has all the characteristics of
the Maratha plain country. The density of the district is 117 per square mile,
but it contains much sparsely inhabited country in the Jagirdaris which lie to
the north, while in Sausar a density of 153 per square mile s found, With the
exception of a somewhat unhealthy year in 1916, the population made good pro=
gress until the iafuenza epidemic of 1918, when the deaths exceeded the births by
24,000. The birth-rate was low in the following year, but the fall was not so
marked as elsewhere. In 1920, however, the district suffered severely from the
relapsing fever which accompanied the second, but milder, outbreak of influenza,
During the decade the population {ell by 27,000, although there was an increase

CHHINDWARA.

-of 11,000 according to the registered statistics of births and deaths, In spite of

the fact that 18,000 less immigrants were found in the district at the beginning
than at the end of the decade, there is still a balance infavour of immigration,
and it is apparent that the reporting of deaths at the time of the influenza epide-

" mic was peculiarly defective, !

28. Seoni has a density of 108 persons per square mie, and is less thinly
: populated than the other districts of the plateau division;
the population is concentrated in the wheat-growing
country tound Seoni, the density of the Lakhnadon tahsil being only 83.
The vital statistics show a steady increase until the year 1918; but owing to
influenza in that year, and famine and relapsing fever in 1920, 20,000 more deaths
than births were recorded during the decade. The deduced population, however,
was 24,000 less than that recorded at the census, and this is ascribed by the
Débuty Commissioner to migration of chasthares for the wheat harvest into the
Nerbudda valley; but the figures show that the lossis due more to a deficiency in
immigration than 1o an excess of emigration, .

29. Mandla is the largest and most sparsely populated district in the
division, and has a_density of only 76 J)p_ggggg per. square
mile, which is lower than any other district in the prov-
ince except Chanda, It has’ poor commutications, the only Tailway being the
branch Iine irom Nainpur to Mandla, and good roads are equally rare. The
inhabitants are mainly aborigines, and the cultivation is_of ‘aJow. order.  Owing
t the Tertlity of the aboriginal tribes the population increased rapidly in times
of prosperity, and has gone up by 81 per cent since 1872. The present decade
however saw a decrease of 19,000, owing to influenza in 1918 and againin 1920.
In the latter year the district suffered more_than any_other in the province from
famine, and the population being Niitle mclined to migrate eisewhere in search of
work and commupications poor, the effect on the population is more pro-
nounced than elsewhere. Vital statistics show the population to have beon
practically stationary during the decade, the increase of the first seven years being
counterbalanced by the decrease in the last three, The net gain is less than
400, The population, however, actually decreased by 19,0c0, and as migration
i a comparatively unimportant factor, this will approximate to the number of
deaths not registered in the influenza epidemic of 1918,

T BRONI,

MANDLA.
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The Marathia Plain Division.
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‘30, The Maratha plain division contains the cotton country consisting of
the four districts of Berar, excluding the Melghat talug
MARATBAFLAN DivsioN. o Amraoti, which is a wild billy tract similar to the country
found in the adjoining plateau division, and the districts of Wardha and Nagpu:: :
to the east of this lies the Wainganga valley, contaimng rice country of consi-
derable fertility, while in the south-eastern corner of the 511v1smn lies the sparsely
populated district of Chanda, in which rice is the principal .crop. In spite of
the inclusion of the Melghat and Chanda and the hilly tahsil of Baihar in
Balaghat, the division is the most thickly populated in the province, and has a
density of 154 persons per square mile, The- greater portion of the four Berar
districts lies in the valley of the Purna river, and the black soil found there
is famous for the production of cotton.. To the south, however, portions
of the Buldana, Akola and Yeotma! districts lie on a plateau standing
about 1,000 feet above the plain and gradually sloping towards the Hyderabad
border. To the north of the Amraoti district lies the Melghat taluq, which
stretches into the Satpura hills, and is entirely different to the rest of Berar.
The climate is dry and hot, but on the whole healthy. Cotton is the main ¢rop,
covering 45'0 per cent of the cultivated area, and juwar, with 53°5 per cent, is the
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staple food-crop. The cultivation of cotton, however, makes the local food-
supply insufficient, and grain has to be imported, with the result that the general
level of prices is higher than in the Central Provinces. Berar is the most pros-
perous portion of the province, and no less than 83'7 per cent of the cultivable
areais under crops. Indeed the uncultivated area is barely sufficient for the
other needs of the people. '

31. The Amraoti district has a density of 1796 persons per square mile, or.
excluding the Melghat, 249. Unlike the rest of Berar
. _ the population during the decade declined by 43,000
persons. The vital statistics show a decrease of only 6,800, for which the
appaliing mortality during the year 1918 of 92,645 was responsible. The large
difference between the actual and deduced population indicates that the regiss
tration of deaths was very delective, particularly at the time of the influenza
-epidemic; for Berar was at the time of the census not nearly so affected by the
crop failure, and there was considerable temporary immigration in search of work,
the effect of which is obscured in the statistics by the fact that the older
immigrants who came in with the development of Berar are now dying off.
The district recovered quickly from influenza, and by 1920 the excess of births
.over deaths was well above the average for normal years,

AMRAOTI,

32.  With the exception of one unhealthy year in 1916, when plague was
prevalent, the population increased steadily until 1918,
: when the influenza epidemic, brought the number of
deaths to 94,623, or 61,000 in excess of the births. There was a further decrease
‘of the populatior by 2,000 in the following year, but by 1920 normal conditions
were re-established. The decreasein population according to the registration of
‘vital statistics amounted to 16,0v01in the decade, but according to the census
the population had increased by 8,500, This was due updoubtedly to the eficets
of immigration, lor there is no falling off in the number of those born outside but
enumerated in the district comparable with that which occurred in the neighbour-
ing district of Amraot, although both districts must have been developed about
the same time. The density of the district is 194 to the square mile, ranging
from 152 in the Mangrul taluq to 223 in Akot.

AkoLa.

33. During the decade the population increased by 30,000, which is about
17,000 in excess of the natural increase. The district
adjoins the Hyderabad State, and for this reason probably
alone among the Berar districts shows an increase in the number of those born
outside the district. With the exception of 1912, the population made steady
progress until 1918, when deaths exceeded births by 50,190, but the influenza
-epidemic was not quite as severely felt as in the rest of Berar, and the birth-rate
did not fall off to such an extent in 1919, with the result that there was an excess
of births in that year, The density varies considerably within the district, being
205 in the small but wealthy talug of Jalgadn, but in the less fertile uplands of

Chikh]f and Mehkar it only amounts to 174 and 145.

BuLpana,

34. In spite of an increase of population of 24,000 during the decade,
Yeotmal has a density ofl 144 per square mile which
15 considerably less than the rest of Berar; there is,
however, a good deal of sparsely populated country in the Pusad talug, where
- the density is only 126, The years 1912 and 1916 were unhealthy, the
latte particularly so, and the influenza epidemic of 1918 was exceptionally virulent,
-no fewer than 96,gog, or 133 per cent of the population, dying that
year, and births fell to two-thirds of the normal in the following year. There is,
however, an increase of 3,500 in the deduced population in spite of a decrease
during the decade of over 29,000 in the number of immigrants. This is probably
accounted for by the fact that, compared with the rest of Berar, portions of the
district are not so fully developed, and the earlier immigrants are still existing

in larger numbers.

YEOTMAL,

35. Wardba is a small but wealthy district very similar in its physical
features to the neighbouring districts of Berar. It hasa
density of 191 per square mile, as compared to 189 at the
last census, ‘The country is mostly open, and 81 per cent of the area is

i

WARDHA.
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cultivable. There is in fact very little land available for extension of the popula-
tion. Plague in 1912 and 1916 caused the deaths to exceed the births, and
.n 1918 the population decreased by 26,500 owing to mﬁ.uenz.a. The:
-deduced population, however, rose by 6,000 during the decade, which is about
double the actual increase. The district, however, is one which owing to its.
wealth at all fimes attracts immigrants, anfl owing to fammg. conditions in the
province there was a temporary stream of immigration passing through Chanda
northwards ; and there is a slight gain in population to the district onthe balance
of migration. There do not, however, appearto have been so many omissions
to report deaths from influenza as elsewhere,

46. The west of the Nagpur district lies in the cotton country, but as we
proceed eastward the rainfall becomes heavier, and cotton
o ceases to be so profitable a crop. Its place is taken by
wheat, gram linseed and other winter crops. Owing to the presence of Nagpur
city the density is 207 per square mile as against 211 at last census, but the
tahsil density is less, being as low as 137 per squate'mile in the Ramtek tabsil,
‘The natural population decreased by about 24,000, the somewhat indefinite term
‘fever’ in 1912, and plague and cholera In 1916 being re_sponsible for heavy
mortality. In the influenza epidemic of 1918, 69,000 persons died, or 36,000 more
than the births, andin the following year the birth-rate was exceptionally low.
“The population actually however only decreased by 16,000 and now stands at
‘nge,521, which is.25'6 per cent in excess of the figures of 1872,  In spite, however,
of the fact that the district attracts labour from without to its industrial centres,
there is a decrease of 4,000 during the decade in the number of those born
outside the district, which'may partly be attributed tothe fact that at those
"places the older immigrants are now beginning to die off, and are replaced by
their children born in the distriet. - :

NAGRURs

I

37, Chanda possesses few of the characteristics of the other districts of

' " the Maratha plain. In the north the country is open and
- fertile; but in the south there are large masses of jungle,
except for a fertile tract on the borders of the Madras Presidency, and_only 14
per_cent of the total area is culti%af’fg% Thehchielf] cgop is réce, which occupies2g
per cent of the cropped area.  Lhe district has the lowest density in the province
I;'I er square mile ; and in the tahsil of Sironcha it Is aﬂé%"ﬁ“%”‘%"o. %h“?{fita,l
statistics show & steady increase of population until the Year 15718, when in the
influenza epidemic the deaths ezceeded the births by 38,000 ; and in the following
year the low birth-rate caused a further decrease of nearly 10,000. The
deduced population shows an ‘increase of 32,000 during the decade, whereas
actually there was ‘a decrease of 17,000, It is obvious. that in the influenza
epidemic the inaccuracy in the vital statistics was greater than elsewhere—a
result whichis to be expected in so large a disteict. The factor of migration is
amuch less, important one than in the rest of the division, but the balance of
population has moved against the district, the inhabitants of which appear to
be attracted to the more prosperous cotton country. ‘

CuaNDA.

38. These districts lie mainly in the Wainganga valley, which s a rice
Buanoara axp Batackar, SFOWINg country somewhat in_advance of the other rice
‘ - districts in its methods of cultivation. They also contain
very considerable manganese mines, to which labour naturally gFavitates when
agricultural conditions are unfavourable. The Balaghat district extends to the -
north-east tothe Baikar_platean, which is the home of aboriginal tribes, and
differs widely in natural conditions from the rest of the district. T ougfl the
figures in the census tables are adjusted for changes of area, it is convenient to
consider the two districts together in reviewing the vital statistics owing to a
considerable redistribution o? territory between them which occurred during. the
decade. Both districts increased steadily in population during the decade until
1918, when influenza took a large toll, the disease being more severe in
Bhandara than in Balaghat. In spite’ of this there was a large increase of
84,000 in the deduced population of the districts, which compares with an
actual increase of 68,000. The presence of the manganese mines doubtless
causes an influx of labour, and it does not seent probable that the deaths during
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the influenza epidemic failedto be reported to the same extent as elsewhere.
Since the year 1872 both districts have increased steadily in_population, lexcept
for the decade 189i—1go1, when thefamines caused a decline; and the population
is now g0 per cent in excess of that in 1872. In Bhandara the density is 198,
which is high, seeing that it possesses no large towns, while in Balaghat the low
density of 55in the Baihar tahsil brings the disfrict average down to 144 per square
mile. Bhandara has a large number of emigrants compared to immigrants, and the
reverse is true of Balaghat, As, however, a large area was transferred from the
former to the latter during the decade, it is probable that some confusion arose
in the minds of the enumerators as to how they, should record. the birth-place
of individuals who were born in a place which subsequently was added to the
district in which they lived at the time of the census. ‘

Chhattisgarh Plain Division.
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‘39, The Chhattisgach plain is-a large land-locked plain bounded on
Cunarrisoant Duay Divie  €very side by more or less rugged country, and almost
stoN. up to the end of the 19th century had very little
‘connection with the outside world. Even now many parts of it are not within
easy access of the railway, and road communication 18 far from good. Parts
.of the Raipur district and the Bastar State lic beyond the confines of the--
plain, and are very wild and-broken. At the present day communication
with the outside world is much improved, and Chbattisgarh is one of the
favourite centres for the rectuitment of labour for the Assam tea gardens and
the manganese and coal industries of the province, and lar%e quantities of
agricultural produce are in favourable years exported for external consumption. .

40. The Raipur district falls naturally into two portions, into which it is
divided by the Mahanadi river. To the west lies the
more open couniry containing the whole of the Raipur
and the greater portion of the Baloda Bazar and Dhamtari tahsils. This
portion is open flat country devoted mainly to the cultivation of rice, and is
thickly populated, the Raipur tahsil having a density of 250 per.square mile.
The Mahasamusd tahsilin the eastern portion of the district is much more
sparsely_inhabited, and the open cultivated tracts alternate with larger
expanses of juogle, until on the borders of Orissa again a long strip of open
and prosperous country is found. In this part there are a number of large
Zamindaris, actually forming part of British India, but often differing little in
ponitical history from the neighbouring states, the rulers_of which have attained
the status of Ruling Chiels.  The density of the Mahasamund tahsil is
only 107 per square” mile,” and- there is considerable scope for an increased
population. .The number of the inhabitants of the Raipur district as now
constituted has, except for a slight set-back due to the great famines at the
_ time of the census of tgox, increased steadily since 1892, and has more than
‘doubled-in fifty years, During the present decade there was an annual excess
of births over deaths -fanging- from~—14,000 to 27,000, until the influenza
epidemic of 1918, when there were 101,909 reported deaths as against 59,291
~births.  In 1919 the birth-rate fell by about 25 per cent, and as the epidemic
had not yet spread to the more distant portions of the district, by the end of
the previous year deaths again reached the high figure of 73,047. With
scarcity conditions prevailing, in 1920 the death-rate was still high and births were
.__slightly in defect. There wasia the dzcade an increase of 82,000in the deduced
population, .while the increase in the -actual population was some 5,000 more.
The census stalistics show a”very-large increase in the natural population
after adjusting the figures as a result of migration, but this is probably incorrect.
Raipur is the railwdy centre at which many emigrants from the adjoining
feudatory states entrain, and consequently in places not adjoining those states there
would be a tendendy to give Raipur as the. district of birth, while at the same
time there would be a tendency to give the head-quarter district of Chhattisgarh
as the birth-place of an individual who said he hailed from Chhattisgarh,

Raipug,

41.  Like Raipur, the Bilaspur district is essentially a rice-growing district
S with a fair portion of open country, but containing a

7 pumber of Zamindaris still in a very undeveloped state.

The density of the district is 162 per square mile, varying from 181 in Bilaspur
tabsil to 68 in Katghora. The population has nearly” doubled during the last
50 years, and 85,542 persons; or 7'5 per cent, were added to the total during the
decade. The vital statistics show a similar increase, and followed exactly
the same course as in Raipur. The Deputy Commissioner considers that §0,000
Chamars temporarily emigrated owing to the adverse agricultural conditions in
1921, but in view of the fact that 225,336 Chamars were recorded in the census
of 1921 as against 214,321 in 1911, the figure appears to be much in excess of the
actual ; and, as the number of emigrants declined by 10,000 during the inter-censal

period, it is probable that the temporary emigrants had by the date of the census
begun to return to their homes, '

42. The Drug district is an offshoot of Raipur, having been separated from

o that district in 1906. It contains less rice than the
» other districts of Chhattisgarh, only 37 per cent of the
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cultivated area being devoted to that crop; and there is a faic amount of cood
wheat-growing soil.  The district has made much less progress in populta’tion
during the last 50 years and the inhabitants now number 743,246 or 22 per cent
more thanin 1872. This is probably due to the fact that there is less room for
expansion, for the net cultivated area is 49 per cent of the total against 54
in Bilaspur and 33 in Raipur, and the density is 160 per square mile. The vital
statistics show the population to have increased by 31,000 since 1911, while
actually there is a fall of 32.000. It appears that the difference is to a large
extent due to the effect of emigration, '

43. Kanker State lies on the southern boundary of the Dhamtari tahsil

Tg KankE® awp Bastar  Of the Raipur district, and divides it from Bastar. The
States, _ former state contains some fairly open country, but its
communications are poor, as the capital is situated 40 miles from Dhamtari,
whence there is a narrow-gauge railway to Raipur. Kanker has increased in
population sitce 1872, and now contains nearly three timas as many inhabitants; but
there was a slight falling off-in the present decade owing to the influenza epide-
mic, and the population is even now only 87 per square mile, Bastar, although
it now has nearly six times the population of 1872 1s, with the exception of the
small state of Changbhakar, the most sparsely populated areain the province,
having a population of 36 per square mile. Only seven per cent of the area is
cultivated, and vast masses of forest intervene between the villages. The
inhabitants are very primitive, and the only communications are two roads, one
connecting with Raipur through Kanker and Dhamtari, and the other with the
Madras coast, Vital statistics have been registered in the state during the last
10 years ; but they are obviously unreliable, as the birth-rate based on them isless
than 2o per mille, whereas_the aboripinal tribes are _notorioysly prolific; and it
would appear that less than two out of every five births are registered:  There is
little migration to ot from the state, and the increase in the population is almost

entirely due to the course of nature, , |

. J

44. The four states of Nandgaon, Khairagarh, Chhuikhadan and Kawardha

Toe Wasrzmn Cruarrs. AT€ Situated on the extreme west of the Chhattisgarh

GaB StaTES. plain, The country is level and open, but a portion of.
- the Kawardha state lies on the spursof the Satpuras and consists almost
entirely of forest, Its density is therefore only 77 against 170,133 and 170 in
the other three states. Nandgaon State has its capital on the Bengal-Nagpur
main line from Calcutta to Nagpur, and the other states are within easy reach
of the railway. There was in consequence of famine conditions and easy rail-
‘way communication a very marked temporary migration to the industrial centres
of Bengal and Bihar and Orissa during the year of the census, and the popula-
tion of these states is with the exception of Khairagarh less now thanin 1872)
but a considerable number of emigrants returned within three months of the
census, so.that the figures do not give'a true picture of the permanent population,
The proportion of the cultivable area that is under crops varies from 74 1
Chhuikhadan to g3 in Khairagarh, and this indicates that these states are not
declining to any great extent in population. Thg statistics of migration do not
show an increase in the number of emigrants corresponding to the actual fact
quoted above; and we are driven to the conclusion, which bas already been
mentioned in the case of the Drug district, that the enumerator putmde the
Province has given Raipur as the birth-place of a number of individuals who

described themselves as Chhattisgarhis,

43. These three states lie on the east of the Chhattisgarh plain.  Their
Swm, Racaxs axo  Cultivation consists to a very large extent of rice, and
Sarancazn Statts, there is a good deal of irrigation from tanks, Sakti,
which is a very small state with little forest area, has the highest density 1n the
Province, of 01 persons to the square mile ; dnd Sarangarh follows next with 218.
These states have developed rapidly in the last 50 years, and they have from
3to 4 times as many inhabitants as in 1872; they all received an appre-
ciable increment during the decade. There 15 little room for further expansion,
unless they devélop some industries, such as the lime-stone . works recently
opened in Sakti, as the percentage of cultivable area which has come under the

plough varies from 85 in Sarangarh to 98 in Sakti.
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The Chhota Nagpur Division.
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46. The five States of Surguja, Jashpur, Udaipur, Korea and Changbhakar
" Tuz Cuwota Naceve were transterred to the Central Provinces from Bengal
©. Dwusios, in 1905. The country is very wild and broken and
thickly wooded, and_the inhabitants are primitive tribes, with few needs,
and but little versed in the art of cultivation. ~Théy burn down patches in
the jungle, and for 2 or 3 years, until the ash manure is exhausted,
the soil, which is merely scratched by their ploughs, gives a moderate return.
‘When it is exhausted they move on elsewhere. No railways pass though this
tract, and roads are almost non-existent. The states are consequently very
undeveloped, there is little migration, and, except for some immigration
from Raipur to Surguja, the greater portion of the movement of the population
is probably due to exchange of inhabitants' between neighbouring states,
The population owing to natural feriility has increased between two and
three times since 1872, but is still very sparse, the density ranging from 24 per
square mile—the lowest figure for the Province—in Changbhakar to 791n Jashpur.
uring the present decade, however, owing to thé€ influenza epidemic and emigra-
tion due to scarcity, there was a fall in the total population of these states, though
Korea and Udaipur increased by 27'5and g4 per cent respectively ; given
normal conditions it may be expected that they will expand rapidly.

47. The most noticable feature about the housing “of the rural population
in"this Pdroginde is the fact that there is in every
N village a definite area set aside for building purposes.
H‘f cultivator does Dot live oMm farm, nor do the W&ll-to-Jawgﬁﬁl%&%aRmeir
residences by grounds or gardens, When a village is established a site is
selected near the water-sipply, but sufficiently high to avoid the monsoon fluods,
and in this site every cultivator of the village has "the right to house room,
Owing to the manure they receive, the fields round the abadi, as it is called, in
course of.t\me become the most fertile; and if the village developsintoa prosperous
one 1t quickly becomes very congested, The result is that it would be impossible
tor the cultivator, even if he had the will, to build pretentious buildings, When
the village site is completely filled, or where for social reasons any class such

Tue Houss,
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which may be situated at some lLttle distance from the main abadi. These
hamlets for all admistfative purposes, including that of the census, are treaed
as portions of the main village, of which indeed Lheir inhabitants are'accepted as
a portion of the population.: In the larger villages, where some traders and
money-lenders congregate, there may be found solid two-storied structures of
stone, where the owners reside with their families and goods ; but what architec-
tural beauty they possess is obscured by the narrow lanes and mean huts that

press them in on every side, '

Invillages where the commercial class is only represented by the petty
shop-keeper, the most pretentious dwelling -belongs "to the head-man, As the
allotment of the village sites is in his hands, considerations of space are not so
important, and if he is 2 man of substance he may have a compound 50 or 6o
yards square. The house will usually be built round three sides of the central
space usually called the claut, and at the other end there will be sufficient room
for sheds for cattle and the implements of agriculture. The smaller cultivator
is generally content with two huts, one for himself and one for his cattle. The:
materials of whick the dwelling places are built vary with the locality and the
means of the inhabitants, In the wealthier catton tracts they may be built of
brick or stone, while elsewhere the ordinary cultivator will be satisfied with mud
walls, Further afield, where the forests are more frequent, and the soil poorer,
the houses are little better than sheds with thatched roofs carried by poles, the
spaces between which are filled by strips of bamboo plaited together ke a
basket ; and even less permanent structutes, consisting of a few rags or some
grass and twigs fixed over a pole like a tent, with a maximum height o%g or 4 feet,
form the dwelling places of various gipsy tribes, who settle in one spot for a few
weeks and then continue their wanderings, With the variety of houses to be
found and the ease with which new ones spring up almost in a day, it is not a
matter of surprise if the census official sometimes finds it difficult to decide
what constitutes a house.

48, For the purposes of the census in India a house may be defined either
Tra Dertion of Houss, 25 & SEParate structure, or as the abode” of all members
' of a family who dine together at the common chulia,
~ The commensal definition is open to the objeciion that houses may have in
them a large number of chulhes and difficultics would arise at the time of
preparing the house-list, The structural definition has always been adopled
in this Province, except in the five Chhota Nagpur States which were
transferred from Bengalin 1g05. At the present census this definition was
everywhere adopted. 1t runs as follows:~"“By a house is meant a building
which has a separate mam entrance from the common way,. space or com-
ound and is used as a dwelling place of one or more families.” The
chief difficulty in connection with the definition lies in deciding what is or is
not a separate main entrance; but in practice I found that the  dehnition
worked very well, and majority of district officers undoubtedly prefer it to the
chulhawar definition. The effect of the structural definition is to increase
slightly the number of houses, 2nd this must be borne in mind in comparing
statistics ot houses in this Province with those of other parts of India.

The average number of persons per house at the present census is
five and is the same as at the iwo previous censuses. [n British territory
the average varies from 49 in Jubbulpore to 571 in Chhattisgarh, but
in the Feudatory States, presumably on account of the larger families
among more primitive pecple, the figure reaches 5'4. The highest averages
are found in Bastar State, 60, and Sarangarh, 6. It will be noticed that
{hcre 153 shght tendency) for the figurcs o increase during the decade, and
it seems probable that, but for the influenza epidemic which decimated the

populace towards the end of the period, the increase would haye been much
more matrked, '

49. The question of the pressure of population on the means of subsistence

' is one of considerable importance, and is of peculiar
Genmmat REMARKS:  interest to the student of census statistics.  In his study*

of the population problem in India, Mr. P. K. Wattal, Erqm an examination of t!}e
census figures of 1911, has come to the conclusion that in most parts of India

*The Population Problem in India by P, K. Wattal, s,a.
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as the untouchable castes are required to live apart, small hamlets are formed,
the pressure of population on space is becoming acute. Itis true that, as far
.as this Province is concerned, it is held that this pressure on.space has mnot
"become acute except in the Maratha plain and portions of the Nerbudda plain
divisions, but elsewhere the rocm for expansion is not very great. We will
first examine shortly the statistics so far as they relate to space, Whlcl_’l are
given in a convenient form in Subsidiary Table 1. The percentage of cultivable
area is shown as 56 per cent, as against 65 in 1911, but this difference is purely
2 nominal one, and is due to the inclusion of statistics for the Bastar state
and some of the Chhota Nagpur states, which were not available at the
previous census. Figures for individual districts and States show little variation.
The non-culturable area includes forest area; and the amount of forest
that the country could afford to take under cuitivation is a matter for observa-
tion rather than {or detailed calculation. It is undoubtedly small in the Maratha
plain division, except in Chanda and Balaghat, but is obviously considerable in
many of the Feudatory States. In Bastar the cultivable area is only 7 per
cent, Of the other districts, Mandla and Raipur are known to contain large
areas which could be brought under cultivation with the improvement of
communication.  The percentage of net cultivated area has fallen from
30 to 34 per cent, but here again the variation is purely a nominal one, and
is due to the extension of the land revenue system to sparsely inhabited areas.
Even if all allowance is made for the exclusion of land which is at present so
far from the margin of cultivation as to be hardly included in the category of
cultivable areas, it is obvious from the. figures in Subsidiary Table I that
there are very large areas in cerfain districts and states which it would be
profitable to cultivateif any real pressure on the food-supply occurred. We
may conclude that there is still some room for extension ‘of the area under
cultivation. As regards the method of cultivation, it may be said with some
confidence that the pressure of population has scarcely yet begun to cause
intensive agriculture. The double-cropped area is 5 per cent, and the largest
figures come from the rice-growing districts, where the second crop consists
generally of a catch crop of linseed or pulse, sown shortly before the rice comes
to maturity, and producing only a few pounds per acre. This is not properly
speaking a second crop at all. Indeed, it is common knowledge that in the
Chhattisgarh division, alter the monsoon crop is gathered, there is very little
employment for the agricultural population until the approach of the next monsoon.
The percentage of irrigated area is only 2°8, and it is well known that, given the
necessary capital, an extension of irrigation has enormous possibilities, particularly
in the rice areas, The actual method of cultivation is still very primitive in spite
of the efforts of the agricultural department, and a more scientific system of crop
rotation would revolutionise agriculture as it did in England. There can be
no possible doubt that, given any real pressure of population on the food-
supply, the application of more capital to the land, and an improvement
in the methods and knowledge of the cultivating classes, the possibilities of
extension of the means of subsistence are very great indeed. From the
industrial point of view little need be said. Indystrially. the province is in its
infancy, although it possesses considerable potential  mineral wealth. It has
valuable deposits of coal and manganese, and there are large areas which could
be exploited for their mineral wealth with the. opening up of further railway
communications. If we turn to the population figures, we find that the mean
density per square mile is only 122 persons—a figure which is very low for a
semi-tropical country.  That the population even under present conditions
has not reached the limit that can be supported, is proved by the enormous
mortality of the influenza epidemic, which must have removed at least 6 per
cent of the inhabitants, This epidemic was not one of those diseases which
nature is supposed to bring from time to time io equate the population in
overcrowded areas to the means of subsistence, but a fortuitous infection of
the population, which spread over the world. 1f the population before the
epidemic could be supported, it follows that even under present conditions the
reduced population has room to expand at least up to the limits it had reached
before the epidemic occurred, _The conclusion appears irresistible that, if
e::g;mg:g;cwgrizisure really called into being a struggle for existencq' in this
p provided a stimulus to the population to seek for a real ‘increase

in the means of subsistence, the time is.still far distant when the economic law
of decreasing returns would come into operation, ' '
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