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PREFATORY NOTE. 

THIS volume, while the most complete, does ' 
not pretend to_ be an exhaustive account of 
Horace Greeley, nor of the times and the 
" causes" with which he was identifie_d, and -
in some of them a magna pars. It undertakes, 
however, to· give a condensed, unified,~ and 
popular- presentation of the man, -and what he 
stood for in the thjck, of days which made his--­
tory rapidly~ an.d saw our young Republic 
change from the gristle of its aspiring anq rest-

_ less youth into its settled and not unscarred 
maturity.- -

My chief material and authority have been 
Mr. Greeley's own " Recollections· of a Busy 
Life," published in 1868. Mr. James Parton's 
delightful omniumgatherum of Greeleyana, pub­
lished in 1855, is, of course, a rn.ine of wealth, 

- especially valuable as being written -under the 
eye and doubtless with the concurrence of Mr. 
Greeley himself, as St. Peter is credited with 
the supervision or approval of his disciple 
Mark's go~pel.- Besides these, I have availed 
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myself of various sketches and ~stimates which 
have appeared from time to time in the period­
ical press, especially at the time of his death, 
from those whose information and judgment 
made their words of the highest authority. I 
have consulted also letters which have been 
since collected, have availed myself of personal 
recollections by mutual friends, and drawn upon 
a lifetime of familiarity (though not of private 
acquaintance with himself) with the sayings 
and doings of perhaps the most incessantly ac­
tive and conspicuous of Americans and New 
Yorkers for a generation. And, lastly, I have 
made good use of several works on the history 
and characteristics of American journalism. , I 
wish to make special acknowledgment of the 
courtesy and kindness, in- these researches, of 
the Librarians of the College of New Jersey, 
and of the Theological Seminary of Princeton. 

, PRINCETON, N.J., October 12th, 1889-



CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER . I. PAGK 

THE HouR AND THE MAN ••• .-.. n ............. • .•.• ~ .·- 9 

CHAPTER n; 
EARLY 'DAYS ...... · ..... " .• " ...... " .. " ..... ;·:· 22 

CHAPTER III. 

TRAINING llND TR!I-MPING, •• _ •. • .- ••..••••• " .. " ••.•• ". .• 35 . 

.:::HAPTER. IV. 

ATTEMPTS AT LIFE ...... ; ................... -.. , .... ' 50 

CHAPTER .V. 
INCIPIENT JOURNALISM, , •.• , ... ,. • , , , , , , • ,., , • •· • , , 01 

CHAPTER. VI. 
. ' 

THE TII.IBUNE .;_ ...... ~ ••••• : ••••••• " • " • • • • .. .. • • • ' ·,6 

CHAPTli'.R VII .. 
THE TRIBUNE (Continued) • .• :-••••••• , , •• 93 

CHAPTER VIII. 

THE EDITO!!-... : ...... -............................. III 



vi CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER IX. PAGB 

ORATOR AND AUTHOR ••••••••••••••• : ................ 132 

CHAPTER X. 

THE REFORMER ••••••••.••••••••• ·-' .•••• ; • • • • • • • • • • 148 

CHAPTER XI. 

THE REFORMER (Continued) •. .••.• - •••••••••• -, • • . . • 166 

CHAPTER XII. 

THE POLITICIAN : As A WHIG • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 186 

CHAPTER XIII. 

THE PoLITICIAN : THE FREE~SOIL STRUGGLE ••••••••• 205 

CHAPTER XIV. 

THE PoLITICIAN: WITH THE REPUBLICAN PARTY ••••• 224 

CHAPTER XV. 

THE PoLITICIAN: THE CIVIL WAR .•••••••••••••.••• 239 

CHAPTER XVI. 

THE POLITICIAN ; RECONSTRUCTION •••••••••• ·.- ••••••• 258 

CHAPTER XVII. 

THE CANDIDATE FOR OFFICE....... • ••••••••••••••• 271 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

THE .CLOSING SCENES •. - • • . • • • • . • • • • • • •.• • • • • • • • • • • • • 2gl 



CONTENTS. vii 
CHAPTER· XIX. PAGE. 

HOME_ LIFE. AND TRAVEL , ..... , '·" · , •; •: .... •.; , .... • • 2g9 
. .. 

CHAPTER XX •.. 

FRIENDS AND CO·LABORE_R.S , .• , •..•••• , .... , , ••• ~ •.• .,. . ;gg 

CHAPTER XXI .. .. ' 

PERSONAL CH~RACTERISTICS •. :, , ••• :; • ;-,. , , •••••••• , 344 . 

. CHAPTER Xxll. 

RtsuMt AND EsTIMATE ••••••••• :.~.-·· •••••••••••. :,. :.367· 



INDEX. 

Abolition Riots, 96. 
Adams, Charles Francis, 202, 2.74, :i75, 276. 
Adams, John-Quincy, 16, 1S7, xSS. · 
Agassiz, Professor, 35S. 
Aiken, William, 223. 
"American, The," 79• 
" American Conflict, The,'' 139-142. 
American Institute, The, attended by Greeley on the occa­

sion c.f a .Tariff Convention, 59 ; Greeley Prc;sident of,. 
thirty-four years later; 6o. 

Amherst, Greeley's birthplace, 23. 
Andrew, Governor,. 259. 
Ann Street Fire, 67. 
Atchison, Senator, ·214. 
Ayer, J. C., 99· 

"Bank-Note Reporter,'' 61, 63. 
Banks, N. P., 21S, 219,223. 
Barnum, P. T., 135. 320, 325, 354· 
Barnum, Caroline, 354· 
Bate.s, Edward, 227, 228. 
Beecher, Henry War~, 132, r6S, 296, 313, 324. 
Bell, John, 231, :i32. 
Benedict, Lewis, engages Greeley as Editor of " The J effer-

sonian," 70. 
Benjamin, Park, 329. 
Bennett, James Gordon, II, 12, 93, 101, 129-:-IJI. 
Bigelow, John, II9 .. 



Bliss, Amos, 41. 
Blunt, Joseph, 137. 
Bonner, Mr., 145. 

INDEX. 

Booth, Wilkes, 252. 
Bossange, M. Hector, 316. 
Botts, John M., 279. 
Brady, his photograph of Greeley, J-'5· 
Breckinridge, John C., 231, 232 .. -
Bright, John, 1o8, 142, 151. 
Brisbane, Albert, 178, 182. 
"Brook Farm," 182, 333· 
Brooks, James, 93, 279. 
Brown, B. Gratz, 274, 276, 290. 
Browne, Junius Henri, 329. 
Brownson, 0. A., 182. 
Bruce, George, 62. 
Bryant, William Cullel'l, II9. 
Buchanan, Jarries, 224, 225, 347· 
Bungay, George W., 329. 
Bush, George, "Notes on Genesis," 58, 
Butler, A. P., 210. 

Cabinet, Ritchie, II. 

Cable, Laying of Atlantic, J4. 
Cady, Daniel, 90. 
Calhoun, John C.; 16, 172, i96, 210, 279. 
Cameron, Simon, 228. 
Campbell, Lewis D., 218. 
Cary, Alice and Phcebe, 327-328. 
Cass, General Lewis, 201-204. 
Channing, W. H., 182. 
Chapin, Dr. E. H., 133 ; conducts Greeley's Funeral, 296 ; 

friendship for Greeley, 324, 365, 366. 
Chase, S. P., 210, 228: 
Cheny, Mary Y., 68. · 
"Christian Messenger, The," Office of, 325. 
Cilley, Mr., 71. 



'INDEX. 

Civil War, 239-270 ; rapid strides, 239-240. 
Clark, Myron H., 216. 
Clay, Henry, 16-17,_ 72, 104, 172; 187, 188, 192, 194, 196-

201, 209, 212, 339· 
- Clayton, J. M., 279· 
· Clemens, Ex-Senator, 235. 
Cobb, Howell, 279· 
Cobden, Richard, 127, 315. 
Coggeshall, Mr., 77· 
Collamer, Jacob, 228, 279. 
Colonization Movement, ~9. 
"Commercial Advertiser, The," 6o, 79, ·90. 
Conger, A. B., 91. 
" Constitutionalist, The," 63. 
Cooper, J. Fenimore, libel suits, 88-92. 
"Courier and Enquirer, The",'' 1o, 12, 79, 90, 94-97, 200,337· 
Cranch, C. P., 182. 
Cr~wford, Mr., 16, 187. 
" Crittenden Compromise " 232. 
Cumming, Amos, 329. 
Curtin, Ex-Governor, 274. 
Curtis, George William, 182 .. 
Cuyler, T. L., 143· 

Dana, Charles A., 98, 103, II4, 182, 2'17, 323, 324, 329, 330, 
332-334. 338, 379· . 

Davis, Judge David, 274, 276. 
Davis, Jefferson, 210 ; bailed by Greeley,. 26o-26s. 
Dayton, W. L., 228. 
Democratic Party, II, 16, 77, 189; 190; Free-Soil sentiment, · 

196 ; strong nomination, 224 ; Greeley takes them at their 
word, 276. 

Dickens, Charles, 65, 364. 
Douglas, Stephen A., 214, 225-227, 231, 232. 
Dwight, John S., 182. 

" Enquirer, Richmond, The," IT. 



" Erie Gazette, The," 47. 
Evarts, William M., 277. 

INDEX. 

"Evening Journal, The Albany," 69, 90· 
"Evening Post, The New York," 6o, 7q. 
Everett, Edward, 231. 
"Express, The New York," 79· 

Federal Party, 15, 69. 
Fern, Fanny, 330. -
Field, Maunsell B., 316. 
Fillmore, Millard, 203, 21o-212. 
Foster, G. G., 329. 
Fourierism, 97, 98, 161, 176-185. 
Franklin, Benjamin, 99, 190, 368, 380. 
Free-Soil Cause, 162, 213-223. 
Fremont, Colonel John C., 224. 
Fry, William H., 324, 329, 332. 
Fuller, Margaret, connected with Brook Farm, 182 ; her 

description of Greeley's home at Turtle Bay, 3oo-301 ; on 
Greeley's housekeeping, 304-305 ; Greeley's praise of, 
324 ; Greeley's relations with, 325-327 ; connected with 
"Tribune," 330. 

Fuller, Mr., 218. 

Garrison, William Lloyd, 18. 
Gay, Sidney Howard, 329, 330. 
Gibson, Sir Milner, 127. 
Giddings, Joshua R., 283. 
Gladstone, William E., 137· 
"Globe, The," II. 
Godwin, Parke, 137, 182. 
Gough, John B., 132, 169, 173. 
Graham, Sylvester, 172-173. 
Grant, General •. Greeley's opposition to his renomination, 

273 ; election, 294. 
Graves, Mr., 71. 
Greeley, Horace, extent of public career, 9; first joumalis· 



INDEX. 

tic venture, 9; state of country when he began his career; 
12-14 ; circumstances which effected his development, 
14-15 ; dl6ut, IS ; a Whig on account of training, 17 ; 
prophetic eye, 20 ; Scotch-Irish stock settle at London­
derry, N. H., 22; born at Amherst,. 23; successful char­
acteristics inherited from his mother, 25 ; early education 
from his mother, 26 ; a precocious child, 26, 27 .i sent to 
school at three, 27, 28 ; appearance then, 28 ; spelling his 
forte, 28, 29; declaiming, 29 ; fondness for reading, espe~ 
dally the newspaper, 3o-31 ; gentle, but fond of fun, 
31-32 ; goes to Bedford school, 32 ; assistance fro~ .a 
clergyman, 33 ; testimony of a minister, 34 ; moves to 
Westhaven, Vt., 35-; picture of their· poverty, 35-36 ; 
leaves study for farm work, 36 ; Flea Knoll, ·37 ; his dress 
at this period, 39 ; decides to· be a printer at the age of 
six, 40 ; becomes printer's apprentice, 4o-43 ; debating 
society, 43-44 ; again seeks his fortune, 44-47 ; " Erie 
Gazette," 47 ; "The Commercial Emporium," 51, 53 ; un­
gainly appearance, 53, 54 ; in search of employment, 
55-57; John T. West's, 57; "Spirit of the Times," 59; 
Tariff Convention, 59 ; disheartening experiences, 6o ; 
end of 'prentice days, 6r ; "Greeley & Story," 61-63; 
"Morning Post" established, 62; "New Yorker" estab­
lished, 64 ; horror of debt, 66-67 ; marriage, 68 ; editor 
of "The Jeffersonian," 69-72 ; campaign of _1840, 72 '; 
"The Log Cabin," 72-75 ; becomes editor of '' The Trib­
une," 77-81 ; dispute with "Herald," 83-87; libel suits 
with J. F. Cooper, 88.,-()2; involved in an internecine war 
of the press, 93-98 ; made "Tribune" a joint-stock con­
cern, 98-99; issue of almanac, 99; "Sli"vegammon," 
Ioo, 101 ; in "Tribune'' office, 104-105; debt of;< Tribune" 
to, 1o6-no; essentially a publiCist and editor, III-II4; a 
fearfully overtasked man, liS ; special fort~, II6-n8; 
style, n8-n9; less amiable traits, IIQ-121 ; handwriting, 
122-123 ; views of journalism, 123-129 ; represented an 
era in journalism, I2C)-I3I ; lyceum lecturer, 132-134; 
political and campaign speaking, 136-138 ; authorship,. 



390 INDEX. 

138-143; poetry, 143-145; literature, 145-147; character 
as a reformer, 148-154 ; lecture, 154; a clew to his habits, 
155-156; plea for socialism, 156-159 ; sketches of typical 
reformers, 159-161 ; attitude toward the Slavery Question, 
162-165 ; his total abstinence, 166-169 ; capital punish· 
ment, 169-170 ; opposition to war, 17o-171 ; political re­
form, 171-172 ; a vege-tarian, 172-173; connection with 
spiritualism, 173-174 ; on marriage and divorce, 174-176; 
Fourierism, 176-185; natural bent for politics, 186 ; first 
campaign, 187 ; important era in his life, 189 ; as a Whig, 
19Q-204; enthusiasm for Henry Clay, 197-198; supports 
Taylor, 201-203; gathering up of" strands," 205-213; 
numbered with moderates, 210; Tariff Question, 2II ; 
last conversation with Clay, 213; Free-Soil struggle, 
213-223 ; new era before him, 213-217 ; writes to Seward, 

· 217 ; at the reporter's desk, 218 ; attacked by Rust, 219""" 
222 ; breaks with Seward, 227 ; arraigned for inconsist- -
ency, 23o-231 ; stand in regard to South in 1860, 233-
238 ; criticisms on war, 24o-246; his weakness, 244 ; 
correspondence with Jewett, 246-250; failed to under­
stand Lincoln, 251 ; his opinion of Lincoln, 251-254; in­
defatigable efforts, 254-255 ; charges against him, 255-
256 ; mobbed, 256, 257 _; his course in work of recon­
struction, 258-260; bailing of Jefferson Davis, 26o-265 ; 
personal independence, 265-270 ; an independent Repub­
lican, 272-273 ; opposition to renomination of Grant, 
273 ; nomination for Presidency, 274-277 ; previously a 
candidate several times for political office, 277-284 ; craved 
popular recognition, 284-288 ; James S. Pike's view of 
him' at this time, 288-289 ; the first candidate for Presi­
dency that took the stump, 291-293 ; defeat, 294; death 

-of wife, and his own death. 295-296 ; funeral, 296-
297; moved from city to Turtle Bay, 300; home at 
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cause of success, 12 ; Club, 65 ; internecine war, 93-98 ; 
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129, 31$; Henry J. Raymond on office-holding and, 287; 
George Ripley, "father of literary criticism" in, 33o-331 ; 
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Railroads, Opening of, 13. 
Raymond, Henry J., Greeley's assistant, So; Ieat in short­

hand, 85 ; discussion with Greeley, 183; lieutenant-gov­
ernor, 216 ; a letter to "The Times," 229-230; on the 
press and office-holding, 287 ; rival spirit, 323 ; employed 
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Davis, 262 ; ceased to be a party organ, 293 ; journalists 
connected with, 329-338; in ·the editorial office in: r867, 
334; Raymond assistant editor, 335 ; Greeley's tireless 
industry in the office, 346, 347 ; Greeley against declaring 
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