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INTRODUCTION. 

This Bull~tin IS composed of extrncts taken from "Indian Opinion" (pnb· 
lished in Durbn11, Natnl), during the ycnr 1914. It was in thnt yrar thnt tho 
settlement, known ns the Smnts-Gnndhi Settlement, was rr.<'ltllcd nt the end 
of June, just a month before the cnmmrn<·cment of the gi'cnt European wnr. 
The final steps, which led to the SettiCincnt, were ns follows :-Mr. G. K. 
Gokhnle had gone out to South Africa in the y"nr 1912, and hnd come to 
" verbal understanding with General Smuts, thnt tho 
£3 Poll Tn.'C (which caused more Indians back into 
indenture and was in every way degrading) shall be abolished and 
thnt everything should be done to provide just and fair conditions 
for those domicile(! Indians who were remaining in Nntnl. Mr. Gokhale, on 
his pnrt, along with Mr. Gandhi, agreed that there should be no opposition 
to the restriction of immigration into South Africa, !iO long as the Ad tlid 
not single out Indians, as n race, for this inunigrntion restriction to the y<•m· 
1913, the new immigration Bill wns brought in and pnssed without oppositimo 
from the side of the Indian Community; hut there was no sign whatcvm· ul' 
General Smuts either abolishing the £3 Poll Tnx, or dcnliug with ot.lwr 
Indian grievances, such ns the refusal of Government to recogniRe the vnlidit~· 
of Indian marriages. At last, after repented efforts to obtain justiN•, 
and after the promise mncle to Mr. Gokhnle had been opculy denied, Mr. 
Gandhi launcher! the passive Resistance struggle, which wn. immNiintcly 
taken up by many thousnntls of Indians, especially in Nntnl. During the 
last months of 1913, there were nearly 4,000 Indians in ,jail, induding pradi· 
cnlly nll the lenders nncl Mr. Gandhi himself. There were nlso impd.«mr<l 
many Indian Indies, including Mrs. Gandhi. Then followed 
certnin nets of shooting and violence ot V crulnn and Mount Edg<• 
cnmbe, in which many Indians were killed and wounded. 'l'hrsc aeL• of 
vioiP.nce and bloodshed rons~d the grentc•st indign~•tion in Indio. Tlu·y nls" 
<.aile<! the world's attention to the I11dinn sti•nggle in South Afrien. Alnny 
thousnnds more, among the Indians, were ready to court impriwnmcut. 

General ftmuts was fnced at this very time with n syndi~nlist strike on 
the mines, on the railways· and other services. The p<•ril wns nrw, whida 
threatened the whole South African Union with a revolution. General Smuts 
saw the coming danger and wa• cnger to settle the Indian struggle, if 
possible, before the Syndicalist strike hegnn. lie released .1\Ir. Gnnrlhi, Mr. · 
Polnk, Mr. Kallenbach nnd other lenders from jnil, nnd trie<l to get tlaem 
to agree to n Commission of Enquiry. Mr. Gandhi wem perfectly rcnrly to 
ngrce to the Commission, on the one condition that the Indinn Cmmnuuity 
should bnve n voice in the selection of one of the memhrrs of the Commi;. 
sion; for during nn earlier rnilwny strike this condition had been nil owed to 
the white workers. But this Genernl Smuts rcfosccl. It would be n blow to 
the white man's prestige to allow such things to Indi.ms. Mr. Onndhi nnd 
th.e !ndinn Community thereupon refused to give evid•nr•c before the Com
miSSaon, to whose personnel they very strongly objected. 

At this f<lint, the Passive RcsiRtnnce strug-gle wn,; about to h""'in nil 
over agnin anrl it wns estimated that nt least 2o;ooo Inrlinn men nnd ';;·omr·n 
would court arrest. The march into the Trnnsvanl wa• to bc.gin on .Jnw 
nary 15. On January 8th General Srnul• despatched n tcl"A'''nan to AI,., 
Gnndhi, nddr<'l<<ed to Durbnn, inviting him to come to Pretoria for an in· 



.. 
11 

tervicw. lmmcdi:ttcly after the arrival of Mr. Gandhi in Pretoria, the 
syndicalist strike began. Mr. Gandhi, on being asked what his own position 
was, declared publicly thnt he would not think of joining the syndicnlist 
strike, even if invited to do so; because the Indian •tl'Uggle with Govern
ment was of quite a different nature and chnrnctcr. The Indians were not 
to embarrass the Government by using any and every weapon; but only by 
using the fnir and honourable weapon of pns.~ive resistance. This declara
tion, wns cabled all over the world by fumier nnd undoubtedly mnde n grent 
impression on world public opinion. It also made the steps that led to the 
Provisional Agreement more easily taken. Thnt tt,"feement wns reached on 
January 21, 1914. Meanwhile the Commission went oh sitting. Sir Benja
min llobcrtson arrived from India to give evidence before it: but nil the 
while tho real work of settlement was being done by General Smuts nnd Mr. 
Gandhi outside the Commission. The present Government of South Africa, 
thn.ugh Mr. Duncan, hncl now brought forward n new interp~etation of the 
Settlement thnt wns then finally reached nt the end of June 1914. They sug
gest that the vested 1·ights mentioned in it were merely those of individuals 
nnd certain township rights in the Trnnsvnnl. I have already borne witness 
in public that, during nil the ronny conversations with General Smuts, 
lending up to the agreement, in which, I was allowed to take n personal pnrt, 
there wns no doubt whatever that the South African, Union Government hac! 
agreed to preserve strictly nnd faithfully all the vested rights of the 
Indian Commcnity, which were then in existence. · It did not merely tt,"fee 
to preserve the personal rights to property of certain individuals, or their 
rights in certain 1'rnns\'nnl townships, but the vested rights of the whole 
Indian Community. On that point, there wns never left a shadow of a 
doubt at thnt time. If there hnd been the least doubt left, the Passive 
llc..:;istancc Stl'\lgglc. would never have been concluded so soon. · 

It is of the utmost importance, that the public botli in India and in 
England should have the documents bcfcre them in the coming finn! debate 
over the 'Clns.• Arens Bill.' These documents show this fact definitely and 
nnmistnknbly. For this reason, tho Imperial Indian Citizenship Associn· 
tion hns nsked me, through its Honornry Secretary, Mr. Jchnngir B. Petit, 
to eollcct those documents of 1914 and plnec then before the public in· a 
rcndnble manner. As I hnve tried to do this, I hnvc felt the inestimable los.•, 
nt such n time, of Mr. W. W. Pearson, who accompanied me to South Africa 
nnd took his share in every pnrt of the lnst 11hase of the stl'11gglc. HUi 
denth, lnst September, by n railwny accident in Italy, has been a irreparable 
los.•, not only to India it.•clf, but nlso to Inrlinns in South Africa. 

JUHU, !I.NDHERI, 

14th Mny 1924. 

C. F. ANDR~:WS 



BOMBAY LADIES' SYMPATHY 

A preliminary meeting of Bombay Indies iu <:onneetion with the qnc.>
tion raised by the crisis in South Afri<•n wus held on the 20th November, 
1913, in the Hall of the Servants of India Society, Snndhurst !toad. There 
were present a large number of ladies representing the various communities 
of Bombay, Hindu, Parsec, Mnhomedan1 Christian, Jain, ele. 

The procccding.i' COJillllCUCCd with the proposal of Mrs. nm to cl<lct 
Lnily Petit as pre•id<:nt of the gathcriug. The proposal wus seconded by 
Mrs. Dchdustin, and supported by Mrs. Pattnni. ~'be proposition beiug uun
nimously carried, Lady Petit occupied the chair amid ucclumutions. The )ll'c
sident then called upon Mrs. J. ll. Petit to rend out the messages of sym
pathy received from Lady C,11rrimbhoy, Mrs. Kshamnbni Hao, Miss Mud
gonkur, und others. 

Lady Petit then rose and addressed the gntheriug as follows:-
Ladies, we meet here to-dny, representatives of nil soelions of tho women 

of Bombay, to consider whnt steps should be taken to give expression to our 
feelings of deep sympathy with our sisters in South Africa nnd profound 
indignation nt tho pm'>ccution to which the South African Govcl'mucnt nrc 
subjecting them. Tho subject bus been of late so deeply exercising our minds 
that it would be superlluous for mo to give the details of tho mnny \vays in 
which they are being harassed. It would be enough for our present purposo 
to say that tho unjust and insulting disabilities, which the Union Govern· 
ment has imposed upon Indian women as well as men resident in South 
Africa, have provoked a movement of passive resistance, in which the women 
have tnken their place with men and have not been backward to take their 
share of the sufferings involved in the struggle. Another way in which our 
countrymen in South Africa seek to force on the Union Government a sense 
of the cruel wrongs they nrc iuflicting on their faithful subjects is by 
means of strikes of Indian labourers on tho mines and sugar plantations in 
South Africa. This movement has extended beyond nil expectations, and 
now includes about 30,000 hands. The weapons with which our countrymen 
have chosen to fight the deep-seated race prejudice and gross lll!lfisbncss 
which have inspired the iniquitous Asiatic Acts nrc acknowledged on nil ac
counts us perfectly !cgitinmtc and constitutional; in fact, a procc!lll of self
suffering is the only means which will enable a people, weak in material, but 
stro:Jg in spiritual force, to overcome the oppression practised by n Govern
ment, which, whatever be its moral state, is much their superior in material 
strength. But sec bow the Union Govermnent has elected to crush the 
passive resistance which our countrymen nrc offering to their harsh laws! 
No civilised Government has ever been guilty of the barbarities to which 
the Indians, men and women, nrc being subjected by the Union Government, 
with a view to break the force of their passive resistance; no civilised Gov
ermncnt has ever converted its mines into gaols, nnd mine-owners into 
gnolcrs, nud consigned the strikers to the tender mercies of their fonner em
ployers, who would thus have 'the power to mercilessly flog them for the 
offence of continuing the strike. Hcccnt messages from South Africa con
vict the Union Government of all these grave charges; and nn urgent and 
immediate cry of protest must rise from every Jmrt of this country, from 
men and women alike, calling upon the lmJ•erinl Government, if they bave 
any concern for the honour and welfare of a loyal section of the subjects o£ 
the Empire, to put their foot down and prohibit thc.sc shameful proceedings. 
The whole civilised world is horrified at these bnrbnritics, and it behoves 
the Imperial Government, in the interests of the Empire itself, to sternly 
put a stop to them. . 
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1'he particular grievance of our ~isters in South Africa is, of course, ~he 
rnarringe dillieulty, and, touching !18 1~ does the honour of the wl~olc Indmn 
womtmhood, it is perhaps the most scnous of nil. The Im1mgrntton Act re
fuses to recognise as valid any marriage according to rites which do not 
prohibit polygamy. All marriages, therefore, performed according: to the 
non-Christian faith nrc to the Union Government !18 null and v01d; and 
n wife and even an only wife of an Indian who obtains entry into South 
Africa is not regarded by the Union of South Africn: ns a wedded wife, 
and is, therefore, a prohibited immigrant. The iSRue of such marriages also, 
it necessarily follows, the Government would consider illegitimate. 

'£be Union Government hns sought thereby to perpetrate nn insult to the 
honour of Indian women which they will never meekly suffer to attach to 
them; our sisters iu South Africa arc therefore perfectly right-"-nll honour 
to them-to join the passive resistance struggle rather than suffer such a 
grievous indignity. It is our manifest duty here in India to hold meetings 
everywhere to support our brave sisters, nud make a supreme effort at 
collecting funds, which alone will enable them to curry on the struggle. I now 
call upon Lady Mehta to move the first resolution. 

Lady Mehta then proposed "that a Committee consisting of the follow
ing ladies (with power to add to their number) be formed to organise in 
Bombay a public meeting of ladies to express sympathy with the sufferings. 
of lmlinn women iu South Africa, to protest against the cruel treatment, 
meted out to them by the Union Govermncnt1 and also to collect funds for 
the purpose of alleviating the distress of our suticring sisters in South An·ica 
and of helping the Indian cause in that Colony generally." The names of the 
mmnhm·8 of the C=mittec arc: Lady Jamscji Jcejcebhoy, Lady Petit, Latly 
Jlleht'u, Ln<ly Currimbhoy, Lady J ngomohandus, Dishnd BegUill Saheba, Mrs. 
Henton, !Ill'S. Stanley Heed, Mrs. Ramabni Hnnadc, Mrs. Jamnabhai Sak
kai, Jllrs. Dchdustia, Jlliss Serenebai, M. Kharsetjec and Mrs. J. B. Petit, the 
lMt two serving as Secretaries of the Committee. In moving this proposition 
Lady Mehta said :-In c01nmending this resolution to your acceptance I do 
not think I shall he charged with exaggeration, when I say that the news 
which we have received of the cruel treatment to which our fellow country
men in South Africa have been subjected, bas sent a tlrrill of horror and 
indig:nation through the heart of every man, woman and child, in this City, 
and 111 the whole of the Presidency. At this time of the day it is not neces
sary to describe the various reasons and circUillstallCes which have driven 
loyal and pence-abiding subjects of His. Impe;inl Majesty the Emperor of 
Indm to resort ~o the measure. of pass1ve res1s~nnce. It is enough to say 
that a conscrvnbve statesman hke Lord Ampthill, a former Governor of 
MndrM, hns opc.nly ~ud loudly 1~1:oclaimed in the House of Lords that the 
d~mand.s of Indmus 111 South Afr1ca were moderate. and just, and the pro
nnscs g1\·en to them were not fulfilled by South A.fncan administrators In 
the stru!(gle which ~ns ensued it cannot but be a matter of pride to us. that 
the Indmn women . m that P!'rl o£ the country have joined with fearless 
couruge ~nd enthusiasm, bravmg all the hard$hips and tribulations to which 
sue!• nc~'?'~ exposes the~!~· AI! .honour to these brave women for their 
self-sacnhcmg and suffcrmg spmt! Who would have believed that I dian 
w.omeu ~verc capable .of such heroic conduct, standing shoulder to sho~lder 
w1th th01r husbands; fathers n!'d b~othcr:;! Ucally and truly our heart bleeds 
for them and go out to them Ill tlns the1r hour of hat•m pain and uff · 
They have had the com·~ge to leave hebiu~ their f 1mJtics ;,,d th!ir :f:il'!: 
rcn, ~nprotcctcd~ Wlpro\"ldcd for and sturvmg. It is our duty to go to their 
help m such. n time. If we cnnuot suffer with them let us at least bel 
them by fiudmg money to keep them from starvation. Let us call a publi~ 
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me~ting, raise subscriptions, and forward them withoUl delay. It is a duty 
wh1cb we owe them nnd I am eertnin one thnt we shalf Jose no time in per· 
forming.-"TIIe Bombay Clp·o!licle," 

GREAT MEETING AT BOMBAY 
The Town Hall, Bombay, was packed to its utmost capacity, on Decem· 

her 10, 1913, by a vnst and enthusiastic audienre, which met to pass resolu· 
tions in reference t" the treatment of Indians in South Africa . .A.mong those 
present were: H. H. the Aga Khan, the Hon'ble Pherozcshnh M. Mehta, the 
Hon'blc Sir Jamsetji Jecjibhoy, Si~ D. M. Petit, Sir Cawasji Jchangir, Sir 
Dorab and Lady Tntn, Sir N. G. Chundnvarknr, the Hon'hle Sir lbrnhim 
Rahimtoola, Sir V. D. Thackersey, Dr. Stanley Reed, Mr. D. E. Wacha, the 
Rev.· Dr. Scott, Mr. H, A. Wndin, the Hon 'ble 1\Ir. G. K. Parekh, tho 

. Hon'ble Mr. F. M. Cbinoy, the Hon'ble Mr. V. Patel, the Hon'blc Mr. Lalit? 
1 bhni V. Samnldns, the Hon'ble Mr. l\Innmohnndns Rnmji, Mr. B. G. Horm
man, :1\Ir. J. B. Petit, Snrdar Phcrozc D. Dastur, ·Mr. H. M. Cama, Mr. Jlnji 
Usuf'Hoji Esmnil, Mr. :Mnhomedbhni Currimbhoy Ebrahim,.' 1\Ir. Nntn· 
rnjan, Mr. A. J. Billimorin, D1·.' N. H. E. Sukia, Mr. Purushotnmdns Thnkoro 
dns, 1\Ir. H. L. Cowlie, l\Ir. Smith, Dnstoo1·, Dr. M. N. Dhnln, Mr. R. P. Kar· 
andikar,- Dr. K. E. Dndachanji, Mr. Narottnmdns Mornrji Gokuldn.•, Mr. 
Sornbji Tnlyarkhan, l\Ir. ?If. C. J avle, Mr. V. D. Dnbholknr, Mr. lL P, 1\Iody, 
Dr. S. Bntliwaln nnd others. · 

H. H. the Aga Khan presided. After His Highness had taken the 
chair, Mr. J. B. Petit announced that messages of sympathy with the object 
of the meeting hnd been received ftom H. H. the Gackwnr, Sir Currimbhoy 
Ibrahim, Sir Chinubhni Mndhavlnl, Sir Bolchnndra Krishna, Mr. B. D. Petit, 
'!'he Hon'ble Sir Fnzulbhoy Currimbf10y, the Mnhnrnja of Coot<•h Behar, the 
Raja of Bnnsda, the Rani Snheb of Panna, and from most of the important 
cities in the Presidency, including Ahmedabad, Poonn and Karachi. 

H. H. the Aga Khan announced that H. H, the Gaekwar of Baroda had 
contributed Rs. 5,500 to the South African Indian Fund, and the Hon'blo Sir 
P~erozeshah Mehta announced amid loud and continued cheering, that H. 
H. the Aga Khan himself had contributed Hs. 10,000. 

The Maharaja of Cootch Behar and the Maharaja of Bhnvnngar have 
eaeh subscribed Its. 1,000, and the Mnharn ju of BansdO: Rs. 500. 

The Aga Khan wns received with prolonged applause on rising to ad
dress the. meeting. He said: As the Chairman of this public meeting, it 
flllls to my lo~ 1;o echo the feelings of the people of India which the cal ... 
rnitie!r that have lately occurred in South Africa have evoked throughout 
the length and breadth. of this Empire. 'Jt is nn exaggeration to sny that 
in the modem history of India, it is impossible to find a parallel to the inten. 
sity of feeling to which Indians have been stirred by the painful occurrences 
in South Afrir.n. The solidarity of public opinion in regard to this most 
difficult and vexatious question is indeed striking, and the fad, that the requi
sition to the Sheriff to convene .the meeting is J<igned by the reprOS<lntntives 
of nil the communities furnishes eh><tucnt testimony to the complete unani
mitv of opinion thnt prevails in India a.• to the unjust and har"h treatment 
to which our fellow snhj~ts in South Afri1•a have been subjected. If sucb 
treatment were meted out to Englishmen in any foreign country, it would 
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lmve been treated as a "casus belli." (Cheers.) If Disraeli, or Gladstone, or 
l'almerston, or Bright were alive, they wonld have moved the whole of Eng
land by their earnestness and eloquence to see that the fair name of Englund 
for justice and equity was kept unsullied. 

The loyAl, p&tient, and silently toiling Indians expect that the fact of 
their being ~be subjects of His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor should 
be sufficient protection of their rights of citizenship in any British Colony, 
(Hear, hear). The Indian leaders in South Africa art• willing to recognise 

. the delicacy of the relations between the Imperial and the South African Gov
ernments, but no question of. difficulty should be allowed to stand in the way 
of elementary human justice being done. Public opinion in India cannot be-. 
lieve the statement that the Imperial Government is helpless in the matter. 

Sir Pherozeshah in the course of Ws speech said: "I ask you to remember 
this, I have all along held that a subject of the British Crown has a right of 
free entry and access to every part of the' Empire. (Loud cheers). I hav~ 
always disagreed with some of my friends and have always said and main
tained that Indians can never give up this great and vital principle of Im
perial citizensWp. (Loud and continued cheers). What did Mr. Gandhi dpf 
Did he ask for that! Never. He bowed to fate and said: "Very well, let jm. 
migration go I oiily ask for a recognition of the legal rights of those settled 
there, of their social customs, and domestic economy." All these were pro
mised him, and when the legislation came, what was the resultf It was an 
absolute negation of those promises. And still we are told that it is the 
Indians who should practise moderation and that the Boers should be satis
fied that the demands are of a moderate character. Finding that Mr. Gandhi 
was again at his game of persuasion and reason and argnment, I call this 
unpractical, and disagree with this saintly character only here. I say it was a 
mistake that they asked for too little, and they failed because they did so. If 
he had asked for more, and if he had stuck out for that full demand, he 
would lmve got sometWng. He would not. have been told that because 
be bad asked for so little, therefore he would get still less. That I think, ac
cording to my poor judgment, was a great blunder but it illustrates the · 
reasonable and moderate character of the campaign carried on by Mr. 
Gandhi. Surely, the South Africans ought to have recognised the extreme 
docility and moderation of the demands toned down to the lowest depths. I 
ask your attention to this because it is the Indians who have been charged 
with not cxereisiag patience and moderation, and Mr. GandW was still at his 
old game of reasoning and persuading, with what resultf Nobody listened, 
and up to the present notWng has been done, and still we are asked, and the 
Indians in South Africa are asked, to practise moderation. (Laughter.) Now 
the situation has developed in a way whicb bas eaused intense pain and agony 
to people in tWs country. Look at the way in which tWs aggressive Union 
Government of South Africa treats the Marriage Laws of the Indians settled 
there in their Wgh superiority. 

. . .As the Chairman had sa~d1 there was a time when Indians were highly 
CIVIhsed, when Boers and Bnbons were unknown, and denying that every
thing J!tust be r~ogriise~ by religious custom, they say that Indians married 
according to the1r own nghts and customs are not to be considered as married 
at all. (Cries of shame, shame). 

. I te!l you what I ~eel sincerely, that t~ere bas been no more touching 
episode 1n t.he who!• h1story of the enmpa1gn than the conversation which 
Mrs .. Gandh! had w1tb her husband before she east in her lot with him in the 
pass1ve res!stance mo!e_ment. Afte!' the decision of the Supreme Court 
there, denym~ the leg1bmaey of Hmdu and Mahommedan marriages, she 



; 
!i.Sked hlm, "Am t your wife or not? I am not your wife if this cieclslon 
stands, and if I am not your wife, I am not a woman of any true womanhood 
in the estimation of my own sex, and my children. arc illegitimate." Mr. 
Gf.ndhi must have known what it was to expose lender women to the hard· 
ehips of the campaign but in spite of his pleadings, that brave lady decided 
to cast in her lot with those men who were fighting for the cause. History 
records the deeds of many heroines, and I feel that Mrs. Gandhi will stand &II 
one of the foremost heroines in the whole world. 

But we are told: What can His Majesty's Minister do in a matter 
of this character, which concerns the internal economy and discipline of a 
self-Governing Colony 7 I entirely and absolutely agree with His Highness 
the Aga Khan that we are bound to speak with due respect for the Ministers 
of the Crown. But with all that, it is impossible not to tell them that the 
people of this country cannot but consider that they have not extended that 
protection to the Indian sub.iects of His Ma.iesty the King-Emperor which 
as Ministers of the Crown they were bound to accord to millions of his 
subjects in the Colony. 

Sir N. G. Chandavarkar who was a judge of the Bombay High Court and 
who now occupies the distinguished position of Chief Minister of the Indore 
Stute in the course of his remarks spoke .as follows ou the marriage ques
tion. 

Marriages which had been treated as legal have been set at naught u 
illegal in the name and under the ordering of the new law on a strained and 
ingenius interpretation of the expre~~ion "Monogamotl8 marriage." The pra<:· 
!ice bad been, before this Immigrntio11 Act, to admit a woman married by a 
domiciled Asiatic acording to the rites o! his religion as his wife, so long as 
she was his only wife in South Africa. The pledge given in 1911 was that that 
existing right wou~d be maintained. 

But directly the new Immigration Act comes into force, the pledge ill 
broken and the kind of wife I have spoken of 18 
turned into a concubine, on the ground that as the woman was married ac
oording to t\te rites of a faith whteh allowed polygamy, the marriage was 
'lot monogamous. An eminent British Jurist said some years a'!" that tber& 
was no such thing as "legal fraud," that all fraud wns fraud tn the eye of 
the law and there was no legal fraud as distinguished from other. kind of 
fraud. But the South African Government bas given us a concrete examplo 
of legal fraud, for when a Government promise to maintain existing rights 
under and by means of a proposed law and then tramples those rights under 
foot in the name of that very law by employing language to conceal its 
thoughts and break its faith, it is law legalising fraud. And the comic feature 
of the situation,-f~r tragic as the situation ill, a question of life and death 
to British Indian• resident in South Africa-it has its humorous side also, 
the comic feature of the situation is that these marriages are declared illegal 
because the Union Government profcsaes to have a tender Christian con· 
;;cience, in fa>"'.-1 of monogamy. I have no doubt, we all respect that con
science; we venerate the founder of that religion and his apostle who aaw 
m marriage a spiritual fellowship' of our soul with another soul. But what 
would the founder of Christianity and his Apostle St. Paul have aaid to the 
South African Pharisees, who in His name condemn 811 a concubine a woman, 
the sole wife of her husband, merely because the religion according to which 
she married allowed polygamy. If that is polygamy, with equal ingenuity 
and Pharisaism we might argue that a Christian marringc is polygamous be
Cause it is allowed to a Christian to divorce his only wife and marry 
another. (Applause.) 
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1 do not say thirs to catch applause and your appreciat!on, but t ':Put this 
consideration as one who has known law, who has practised law and who 
for twelve yenrs had administrat>c; law. This is nn abomination of law a~d 
I am justified in saying therefore that the Christians are as .b.arbarous as 'Y• 
are said to be. And remember that those who treat ns as Panahs to-day Will 
be the Pariahs of to-morrow and also r,,member that no one ean trent 
another as a slave unless in God's Providence he. became n slave . in turn, 
and if the Mini~ters read their Bible not only on Sundays but every day, they 
will find the ·Bible teaches that England bas been writing the New Testa· 
•nent every day but now South Africa wants to take the pen from the hands 
of England and wants to revive slavery within British dominions. England 
hns stood forth as a !lhnntpion of freedom and a stern enemy of slavery and 
nas written her name not only in the pages .of history but also m the Hook 
of Life, hut the South African Government is now turnmg round and IS 
driving the thin end of the wedge. This is not your cause, tills 1s not tne 
<ause of your countrymen in South Africa, but there 1s a large ana a senous 
problem at the back and if this situation is tolerated, slavery will be introduc
ed in the British Dominions. The qurstion is, shall this situation be tolernte1 
01nd ho\V long shall it go on T The answer was given to India by her Chris
tian Viceroy, who presides over her destinies and who, true to the llritisb 
traditions, true to his religion, true to his God and true to man bas spoken 
IVith heroic calm which had made his name a household word among us. 
-"The Bombay Chronicle." 

Mr. HOSKEN'S CHRISTMAS APPEAL 
:l.l:r. William Hosken contributes the following "Christmas Appeal" to the 

European readers of "The Star" ( Joham1esburg) :·- · 

Them is so mu•h of error and misunderstanding regarding the position 
taken up by the Indians in South Africa, and there is such a probability 
of cruelty and wrong being inflicted on a docile, and law-abiding people, thai 
I am impelled to write this RJ1penl. I beg all lovers of justice and liberty, 
who stqnd for e~nentnry human J'igbts, to pause, to refuse to be 
hasty in judgment, nnd to inquire carefully into the cause;; 
that drive such an industrious, docile people to take the stanc 
that they are now doing. Men do not give up all they hold 
dear-home, wife, children, means of livelihood, and even lif• 
itself-unless impelled by a great and lofty purpose. What is the purposa 
animating the Indians throughout South Africa T It is first •nd foremost to 
demand !n~mnn rigb!>J, simple elementary human rigl!ts, the right to live un
der conditions befittmg free men, and to be treated wtth justice equality and 
t'C8so~able human consideration. When a whole people are driven to' des. 
perat~on they "?~not be cxpect~d to be sm.ootb and dulcet in their language. 
·rhat IS, the pos1bon of the Ind1an people m South Africa to-day. 

Are we who_ draw our breath and blood from England 'o find fdult with 
resolute men us1ng re,;olute language! H:we we failed in our day of trial 
when 1t was necessary to speak out T From the nnr of the peasant rising 
in Norfolk (1549), and even earlier,. right down 'to the Chartist petition in 
1884, we, as a people, ha,·e not hesitated to say, "We demand " and ulti
mately we have secured, but at whul rost in human blood and hu~an misery! 
Are w~ to lea~ nothi!'g from the past T Even "The Star" forgets us role as 
ehamp1on of hberty m former days, and puts forward threats of "talcin!c( 
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power to deport dangerous agitation!" Is not this the remedy of all 
autocratsY "}>ut them into the "Bastille," "Ship them to the enda of the 
earth." But do these m~thoda ever sncceed 7 • 

Let ns approach the Indian demands dispassionately, and learn their 
actual meaning. In 1862, when Indian immigration was first sanctioned by 
the Home Government, it was solemnly promilied in a dispatch to the Indian 
Gover1,1ment still extant that he Indians going to Natal should have every 
facility to procure land and settle in that Colony at the end of their period 
of indenture, That solemn comJ·~ot is not pleaded ·to·dny, but aro we as a 
people 'free from responsibility regarding it. The pledges given by Queen 
Victoria after the Mutiny, and by King George at the recent Coronation nl 
Delhi, must also be borne in mind. We cannot remain inside the Empire, 
and refuse to carry some of the burdens of Empire. 

After dealing with the position of Indians subject to the licence, Mr. 
Hosken says :-"In actual operation the re-in denture lnw compels first th~ 
pare,nts to re-indenture and then the children, boys and girls as they reach 
16 years of age; to indenture, otherwise they must pay £a tax out of their 
Juengro earnings, or be sent to India, torn from their parents and family, 
even though they may have been born in Natal. The indenture period of the 
parents and children, consequently, works out at different dates and unless 
the family is to be torn asunder they have no alternabve but to re-indenture. 
The :£3 tax in operation therefore, is, in practice, little short of a slavery 
law. 

Mr. Hosken alludes to -the resolution of the Agricultural Union rcgardini 
the tnx, and quotes Sir Thomas Hyslop, where be sa~s: "We want Indians as 
indentured labourers but not as free men. ' The writer then 
proceeds : I am assured by those who know the facts that the 
£ 3 poll ln."< sometimes causes horrible results with girls on their 
becoming liable to pay at the legal period of 13 years of age. Leaving the 
special cases and coming to its broad results, it holds under its driving force 
the 42,000 Indians, men and women, boys and girls, who are serving under 
indenture in Natal to-day. 

Does the record of the free Indians in South Africa deserve thill7 Are 
· they not a quiet, industrious, law-ahi<ling people 7 Is not their criminal record 

better than that of any other section of the commumty, not omitting either 
Dutch or English! Is not their trade reputation with merchants and ban
kers superior to that of other traders doing a similar class of business 7 May 
I appeal to the conscience of the governing race, and ask: "Are the Indiana 
treated with justice in our Magistrates' Court·;, by trade licencing authoritien, 
and by the governing race generally' Are we of the white race free from 
blame for the spirit of desperation that has now come over the Indian 
people in South Africa Y We hav~ sown the wind, and unless we take care 
we shall reap the whirlwind. 

'!'he manner in which llfr. Gokhalc was misled, the tricks and subtleties 
of the Immigration Law, the betrayal over the position of Indian women,
''de facto," monogamous wives, but "de jure" polygamou.•, I will now only 
mention. From the wired statements in this evening's "Star," I ~~ee General 
l:lmuts is following his natural bent of the autocrat. What an objec-t lesson 
is his action! First a republican, resolutely fighting for what he conceived 
to be liberty; then obtaining power and exercising it ruthlessly, without an 
atom of human sympathy. It appears that general Smuts is nat going to 
give wny. "The consent of the govented," ia nothing to him; either wit:1 



black or white. But I can assure him he is riding for n fall. When men 
came to the decision that life does not count in comparison with the cause 
to which they have devoted themselves, that cause is bound to win. That "' 
th~ position of Indinns in South Africa. Such peul'llities as that of agita
hon in South Africa being fanned by the discontented in India should not 
receive credence. The position here is bad enough without giving thought to 
such absurdities .. 

Let us resolve to treat the Indians within our borders with justice and 
numau sympntlly, and the present difficulties will vanish. To behav~ other
wise will tarnish our own ideals, lower our self-respect, and dzgrade o~· 
standard of civilisation. The man that does a wrong to another damages hi> 
own self-respect, and the people that do a wrong to another peo.plc suffer like
wise. Should not the first question be: Are these peovle sutl:ering a wrong, 
and can we remove it! or should it be:. Are these people d2fying our laws, 
~ven by passive resistance, and shall we crush them before considering their 
"rievnnees! Is it too much to a.qk that at this Christmas time the Christmas 
spirit shall .influence us, and that we will say,• "Peace on earth, to men 
of goodwill." Let us promote peace in our land of South Africa, among tho 
three hundred millions of Indians, in our own motherland of England, and in 
our own hearts. In this spirit would I beg the white races of South Africa 
to consider the demands of the Indian people. · 

'·' 

ARRIVAL OF Mr. ANDREWS AND Mr. PEARSON 
The s.s. " Umtnli ", which was due to arrive on the 28th Deeemuer, 

1913, wos so delayed by heavy seas and head winds in tile Indian Ocean 
that she was not sighted until early on tlu 2nd Januarv 14. The In
dian Conimunity, who were awaiting the coming of the Rev. C. F. AndrewB 
and Mr. W. W. Pearson from India by this boat, were feehug anxious at 
tl1e delny. Before the immigration olliccr bnd C\)mpleted his duties on the 
bont, a number of friends had assembled ou the wharf to welcome nt the 
lirst opportuuity, the guests. Amm;gst those present were Messrs.' Parsec 
Rustomjee, Omar H. A. Johari, I. A. H. Moosa, G. H. Miankhan A G 
Tipnis, G. Isaac, M. K, Gandhi, H. S. J,, Polak, A. H. West,' Bhun~ 
Parshotam, M. S. Ran<laree, A. M. Shaik, Abdul Hack Kajee, and oth<rs 

Meeting at Durban • 
At a ~eeting til~ next d~,Y, January 3rd, after being introduerd by 

Mr. Gandh1,. who ~md _that, when the announcement was made in tno 
papers of then· commg, 1t gave a new hope to them in the time of darklwss. 
They felt tim~ the ~and of God was on their movement." Mr. 
An~·e~s •·ephcd. saymg; there. were n.o diff~rcnces of opinion in 
Ind1a m rega~d ~o the !Iouth. Afl'lcan q.uesbon. Hindus, Mussalmans, Par
se~, and Christians were u'!iled. on tins question. Some of his dearest 
friends ~ere :Mus.'llllmans. LikeWISE' he had amongst Hindus very manv 
close fr1endn and th!' one he held most ~enr was the poet Rabindranath T~
gore, who sent as his melt~nge a Sanskl'lt 1\fnntram whicl1 1\[ A d 
't d "Sl t'" tl b ' r. n rews re-e• e . Inn 1 , or peace was le urdeu of the message. It spoko of 



the one God, the Eternal, the All-wise, the God of joy and p<'M~. "All 
must trust him'', continued the speaker, "in the hour of dnrkne<s und 
suffering, Peace will be with us in suffering and even in death." · Tho 
·women of India he said sent a message of love and sympathy tu theit 
brethren in Africa. They felt most keenly the pain and trouble' of those 
who were trying to preserve the honoul' of Indian womanhood. 

Mr. Pearson referred to the warmth nf tile welcome given to Mr. 
Andrews and himself. He had already made close friends amongs\ thos• 
whom he had never seen before. The garlands reminded him of Indig whiryh 
he loved. The flower would fade but the symbol would remain. T~e peo· 
pie of South Africa, he said, were doing more than they knew to build 
up a great spirit of nationality in India. His ancestors belonged to the 
Quaker sect, which believed in spiritual force, and he also b~licve<l in it. 
Mr. Pearson referred to a passage in the Bhagnvad Gita which emphasised 
the need for "Shanti" (peace). If they all had peace in their hcnrtP they 
would gain in the end those tiiings which were right, no matter what milht 
happen in the meantime. 

Miss Molteno, who was pressed to say a few words, said, "I ha?e 
been hearing of India on all sides. And •he sends to Afnca n message 
of divine love-infinite, all-comprehending love. And my heart savs that 
Africa must close this message in her own words-after her own fashion. 
I have so loved Africa that 1 have tried to shut myself away from nil ia· 
ftucnces but bers. After the Boer War, I saw that Boer and Briton would 
have to unite, but would they try to do it at the cost of their dark br~thcrsl 
Broken-hearted I went to England· For eight long years I remained away 
from Africa-in body-never in soul and spirit. And England and Europe 

. have sent me back with this message to white South Africa: 'open your 
hearts-your souls-to brethen of colours. We are in the 20th century. 
Rise to the heights of this glorious century, try to comprehend the wo1·ds o£ 
Du Bois-that grand and sympathetic .oul: 'The 20th century will be tho 
century of colour.' And I say it is also the Century of the Woman. She 
too, is divine and supreme. She, too, must play her God-appointed part
and iu the 20th century her part will be a great one.'' 

THE REAL ISSUE IN SOUTH AFRICA 

'l'he Re\·. C. F. Andl'eWs writes to the 11.r,'ttt/('Nmau,'! Calcutlt~o-
I have rend with the greatest interest your lending nrti•·le• puhlislwd 

on the above question. The conclusion at which you arrived, namely, tho 
l'cpntriation of aU Indians, bill! at fil'llt sight much to eomuwnd it, nud your 
statement of the case was very strong indeed. But· a deeper consideration 
of the i:!sucs makes the solution yon propose iail at the most critical point 
of all. 

The present struggle in South Africa is not now primarily an econo· 
mic one, as it hill! been in the plll!t. Immigration of cheap In~ian Labour 
bas now ceased, nnd even new inMntured labour iR prohibited after the 
expiry of the present time services. The real issue is whether the n~· 
tionnliscd Indians al.-ady settled m South Africa, who hn,·e shown uueh 
remarkable industrial and moral !JUnlitics, are to be regarded as a ei\·ilir.rd 



or as an uncivilised community, and behind this issue ~es the larger issu~ 
still of the status of India herself. Is she to-day, w1th her great past. 
traditions and her more recent modern progress to rank among the civilis<ld 
peoples of the world! Or is she to be an out-cast and a pariah among th•J 
nations7 

• 

Such a vital issue will not be settled by a mere repatriation of· the 
South African Indians. On the contrary, this will have the appe111·ance of 
a surrender of the main position. Canada may next clamour for the repat
riation of the flourishing Silth community in Vancouver, Australia may 
close entirely her already half-shut doors. British East Africa and the 
West Indian Colonial group may pass outrageous penal laws. Even the 
United States may not prove strong enough to stem the forces of race pre~ 
judice on her western borders. Thus India, whose very progress seems 
more and more to depend on hnving outlets for her new activities, may 
become sealed up, and shut within her own borders. 

The struggle, therefore-so it appears to me-must be fought out to th~ 
bitter end. For every one of us in this counh'Y it is necessary to l'Ccognisc 
the fact that the honour of India is involved .in the struggle. If she ioses, 
she sinks to the level of the backward nations. Our duty is to see that she 
does not lose, but win •. 

INDIA AND AFRICA 

In a speech at Durban Mr. C. F. Andrews e:s:pressed himself as fol
lows:-

He would like to e:s:press an ideal that had been growing in his mind. 
From the moment he left Colombo until he reached Durban, he passud 
over almost unbroken seas. ' India looked across Africa, and Africa to In· 
dia, and they were the nearest neighbours in the world. Surely, between· 
those two great civilisations, one ancient and the other new, there should 
b~ !\'rowing up the g~entest of all. possible ~iendships. India ought to be 
giVIng to South Africa some of 1ts great nches, and South Africa ou<•ht 
to he giving to India some of that amazing activity and courage that created 
in a new country enormous possibilities. 

Mr. GANDHI AND THE RAILWAY STRIKE 

Mr: Gand~~ and _the Revc~?nd C. Jl'. ;Andrews left for Pretoria. 
The Edttor of Pretona . Neu's · has. obtamcd from Mr. Gandhi 
an assurance . that, whlle . the Rrulway_ Strike is proceeding, he 
·would_ do nothtn~ by_ the r.~vtval of the str1ke or of passive resistanec to 
comphca~,• t~e sttuahon. . I ~.hall take no unfair advantage of thr Go,·
r.rnmcnt, sntd Mr. Gandhi, We shall re.~ume operations if it be ne
cessary to resume them at all, only after the railway strike ~ settled. You 
bnve my personal assurance of that." 

• 
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A TRUCE WITH T~E GOVERNMENT
THE PROVISIONAL AGREEMENT 

The following correspondence between Mr. Gandhi and the Government 
places on record the agreement arrived at as a re.sult of a series of interviews 
with the Minister at Pretoria:-

PRETORIA, JaU: 21, 1914. 

"The Secretary for the Interior, Pretoria. · 

"Sir,-Before leaving for Phoenix ,I venture to express my thanks to 
General Smuts for the patient and kind interview that he has been pleased 
to grant me during this time of overwhelming pressure. My countrymen will 
remember with-gratitude his great consideration. 

"I understand that the Minister is unable te accept (with regard to the 
Indian Inquiry Commission) either (1) my suggestion, that a member re
presentin~ Indian interest should be co-opted when questioM of policy are 
inquired mto, or (2) my suggestion, that a second Commission, with Indian 
representation, should be appointed to deal with those ·~uestions only, the 
present Commission being in that case purely JUdicial. I submitted a third 
proposal also, which, in view of the Governments decision, I need not state 
here. Had any of my suggestions beon viewed favourably by the Government 
it would have been possible for my countrymen to assist the labours of the 
Commission, bnt with regard to leading evidence before this Commission, 
which has a political as well as a judicial character, they have conscientious 
scruples, and these have taken with them a solemn and a religious form. I 
may state briefly that these scruples were based .on the strong feeling that 
the Indian Community should have been either consulted or represented 
where questions of policy were concerned. 

"The Minister, I observe, appreciates these scruples, and regards them as 
honourable, but is unable to alter his decision. As, however, by granting me 
the recent interview, he has been pleased to accept the principles of consulta
tion it enables me to advise my countrymen not to hnmper the labours of tlm 
Commission by any active propaganda, and not to render the position of the 
Government difficult by reviv;ng passive resistance, pending tbe result of the 
Commission and the introduction of legislation dnring the forthcoming ses
sion. 

"If I am right in the interpretation of the Government's nttitude on the 
principle of consultation, it would further be possible for ns to assist Sir 
Benjamin Robertson, whom the Viceroy, with gracious forethought, has de
puted to .give evidence before the Commission. 

"A word is here necessary on the question of allegations as to ill-treat
ment during the progress of the Indian Strike at N atnl. For the ren.oons 
above stated, the avenne of proving them through the Commissioners is 
clo"'ld to us. I am personally nnwilling to challenge libel proceedings by 
publishing the authentic evidence in our pos.•ession, and would far rather re
frain altogether from mking np old sores. I beg to assure the Minister that, 
as passive resisters, we endeavour to avoid, a.q far as possible, any :rel!lint
ment of personal wrongs. Bnt, in order that onr silence may not be mistaken, 
may I ask the Minister to recognise our motive and reciprocate by not 
leading evidence of a negative character before the Commission on tho 
allegations in question 7 
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"Suspension of a passive resistance, moreover, carries with it a prayer 
for the release of the passive resistance prisoners now undergoing imprison· 
ment, either in the ordinary gaols, or the mine compounds, which might havo 
been declared ns such. 

"Finally it may not be out of place here to recapitulate the points on 
which relief hss been sought. They are as follows:--

(1) "Repeal of he £3 tax in such n manner that the Indians relieved 
will occupy virtually the same status ns the indentured Indians discharged 
under the Natal Law 25 of 1891, 

( 2) "The marriage question. 

"These two are the points, as I have verbally submitted, which 
require fresh legislation. 

( 3) "The Cape entry question. (This 1 cquires only administrative re
lief subject to the clear safeguards explained to the Minister.) 

( 4) "The Orange Free State question. (This requires merely a verbal 
alteration in the assurance already given). 

(5) "An assurance that existing .laws, especially affecting the Indians, 
will be administered justly, with due regard to vested rights. 

"I venture tO suggest that Nos. 3, 4 and 5 present no special difficulty, 
and the needful relief may now be given on these points as au earnest of the 
good intentions of the Government regarding the resident Indian population. 

"If the Minister, as I trust and hope, views my submission with favour, 
I shall be prepared to advise my countrymen in accordance with the tenour 
of this letter. 

"(Sgd.) M. K. GANDHI.'' 

"Department of the Interior, Pretoria. 

Jan, -21, 1914. 

"Sir,-With reference to youb letter of even date, I am instructed by the 
Minister of the Interior to reply that you are correct in your statement that 
it is not proposed to mak;: any alteration either in the personnel of, or the 
reference to, the Commission appointed to inquire into the recent Indian 
strike in Natal. The Minister regrets, but, of course, understands, that you 
are so far committed by your previous public declarations in regard to the 
Commission that yon are precluded from appearing before it. He also 
recognises the motive which makes yon unwilling to revive old sores by 
courting libel proceedings before another tribunal. 

''The Government repudiates as strongly and emphatically as heretofore 
the charges of harsh or improper action against the Indian passive resisters 
and strikers. But, as you nnd your friend.~ have decided not to appear before 
the Commission and lend evidence in support of those allegations, it will be 
likely that there will be no charge for the Commission to investigate, Tho 
Government would regret the consequent absence of an opportnnih• to leari 
rebutting evidence in vindication of the conduct of its officers, but' it feels 
that, unless it has a definite ease to answer, any attempt to deal with the alle
gations before the Commission could only result in nu unprofitable waste of 
time. 
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"The Govermnent is anxious that any recooumendations which tho 
Commission may make on the larger issue of the Indian grievances, should 
be received at n sufficiently early date to enable proposals to be submitted to 
Parlirunent during the forthcoming session. It is hoped that thnse proposllls, 
if accepted by Parliament, would ensure a satisfactory and permanent set· 
tlement. The Government considers that such a settlement of long-standing 
disputes is too important to justify any risk of endangering its achieve
ment by delaying the proceedings of the Commission, already delayed 
through unforeseen circumstances, by an enquiry, which would now be neces
sarily one-sided, into points of minor and secondary moment relatively to 
wider issues at stake. 

"If therefore, the Indians decline to submit to the Commission any speci
fic charges in connection with the treatment of passive resisters and strikers 
during the recent troubles, they will not think it necessary to take any fur
ther action in refutation of allegations against it and its officers, but it re· 
serves its right to ask the Commission to investigate tho oeonrrenccs which 
resulted in loss of life at Espcranzn and Mount Edgecombe. 

"With reference to your prayer to the release of bona fide passive resis
tance strikers from ordinary or compound gaols, the Department of Justice, 
had already, previous to the arrival of your letter, taken steps to release the 
small bnlance.of these prisoners kept in the gaols. 

"In regard to the grievances which yon hve summarised at the end of 
your letter, the Government will, as already stated, await the recommend· 
ations of the Commission before taking any action. 

"(Sgd,) E. :M. GORGES, •• 

Secretary for the Interior. 11 

M. K. Gandh~ Esq., Pretoria. 

THE PROVISIONAL AGREEMENT 
The corresponden<;e betw_een :r.~r. Gandhi and General Smu!'J, followi"'r• 

as it docs, npon a scnes of mtcrv1ews and co~ferenc!-'.9, coutams_ the mam 
points of an agreement that, at least tcmporanly, av01ds the temble ncoes· 
sity of reviving passive ·resistance in its most painful form, and will, we 
hope and have renson to believe, remove altogether the causes that gave rise 
to the revival of last ·September. (1913). We believe that .Mr. Gandhi hllll 
left Pretoria cnrrving pence with honour, and the Indian community both at 
J ohannesbnrg and Durban, has already endorsed his action and approved' tho 
terms of the agreement. Three matl~rs of sentiment-of deep-reaching senti
ment-emerge from the correspondence. First, the Government with a clear 
realisation of the situation, express a strong desire to introduce legislation; 
early in the coming session, calculated to end the present controversy, and 
thus fnltll their solemn undertakings given to the Indian community and their 
distinguished countryman, Mr. Gokha!e. Secondly, the principle of collllult
ation which was, in effect, withheld from Indians when the Commission was 
appointed, is now admitted, and it will be for India1111 themselves to main
tain and develop it as ocla.;ion arises. Lastly, the gennincn""s and sinierity 
of the motives forbidding the Indian community to lead evidence before the 
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Commission on the allegations of ill-treatment (though they will eo-operate 
heartilv" with the Viceroy's representative, Sir Benjamin Robertson, should 
he so desire, and give him any iufonnation that he needs) are fl:ankly ack
nowledged by the Government. We are of opinion that never in the history 
of the struggle have the principles of passive resistance been more vindicated 
and we believe that the services rendered by Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Andrews
whose wiso counsel was equally availed of by all those eoncerned in the l'C• 

Cl'nt negotiations-are services not merely to the Indian community, but to 
the entire Union and the Empire at largc.-The Indian Opinion, 28-1-14. 

DURBAN SUPPORTS Mr. GANDHI 
Mr Gandhi, before proceeding to explain the terms of the provisional 

agreement, announced that Mr. Andrews had received a letter from England 
preparing him for the death of his beloved mother, whom be bad expected 
to meet on his arrival in England. He also added that Mr. Andrews was 
suffering from fever due to the strain under which he had worked in Pretoria 
in connection with the agreement. Notwithstanding these facts, !lfr. 
Andrews had insisted on attending the meeting. 

Mr. Gandhi addressed the meeting at length both in English and Hindus
tani, his remarks being subsequently rendered into Tamil, Mr. Gandhi said 
that those to whom he was addressing tha remarks in English would, he 
hoped, have read what had been published in the papers, but he would give 
them thn purport of the agreement with the Government. At the first 
interview he had had with General Smuts, he bad placed before him three 
propositions, the acceptance of any one of which would have enabled the 
eommunity to lead evidence before the Commission without violating tho 
solemn declaration made some time ago on that very ground. These alter
natives were that either the Government should appoint another Commission 
and restrict tbo scope of the present Commi~sion purely into a judicial in
quiry into the nllcgations that had been made as to ill-treatment and cruelty, 
while the other should go into the question of grievances, when the community 
would be able to lead its evidence before both; or that a member should be 
co-opted to the Commission to represent Indian interests wbo would sit 
specially on the Commission hearing the statement of grievances as apart 
from the allegations of cruelty, SQ that the functions of this Commission 
could clearly ~e ~ivided into judici~ and political ; or that the scope of the 
present commiSSIOll should be restncted purely to a judicial inquiry and 
thr1t before the community's appearance before it, the Go1 cmment si10uli! 
~rant the community's request in terms of Mr. Cachalia 's letter namely the 
5 points: (1) the repeal of the £3.lbs. Tax; (2) the restoration ~f the Status 
of .Indian Wive~ ns it existed be~ore the Searle judgment; (3) the l'est:-· 
rabon of the r1ght. of S?nth Afncnn-b?nl I_ndian~ to enter the Cape; (4) 
the removal of the httle difficulty that sbll e.1nsts w1th reference to the racial 
bar regnrding the Orange Free State; and (5) the question of the just ad
ministrat!on of existing laws with due regard to vested rights. The last 
three pomts co~d b~ dealt with administratively; the first two only by 
amending the lcg15lahon, and he had ventured to submit to General Smuts the 
easiest and the quickest way in which the matter conld be dealt with Gener
~ Smuts had said that h~ would co~ider the matter, and after he bad eon· 
mdered and conferred IV1th the Cabmet,. he said, in the presence of Mr. 
Andrews, that the Government were willing to grant these things, but 
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wanted the Commission to sift them, and that they could not possibly, though 
they would have gladly met the community, meet them at that stage with 
reference to its Jlropositions regarding tho Commision. 

0 f course, that would create n dead-lock, and that meant either pnssive 
resistance and all tluit that meant, or it meant a suspension of passive resis
tance until the Government had bad a chance, until tho Commission had 
had a chance, of doing what they proposed to do, and bo had no dilliculty 
in coming to the conclusion after eonsultntion always with Mr. Andrews, 
that the community could fairly suspend passive resistance, seein(l' that the 
Government had taken up what he considered, the reasonable attitude, and 
seeing also that the Government were prepared Ia understand and appreciate 
that the community was bound by its solemn obligation not to take part in 
the Commission, and not to resent that attitude on the part of the community 
and ns against that, he had suggested to General Smuts that, if the commu
nity suspended passive resistance, it wns only fair that the Government 
should release the pnssivc resistance prisoners then undergoing imprison
ment. There then remained the very serious questiona of the allegations of 
cruelty. What was to be done with regard to thoso if 
the community was not to lend evidence even w1tb regard to the judi
cial aspect of the Commission, and yet it seemed clear that in tho present 
circumstances they could not lead evidence. It then meant that they should 
publish a book containing the whole of the evidence in th3ir possession, nnd 
challenge anybody who wished to bring libel proceedings against the com
munity, so that in defending the charge, the community could !Jrovc the case, 
As n passive resister, it immediately occurred to him that there should be 
no difficulty in dropping those proceedings. Thnt would avoid all irritation, 
and in the estimation of those who might think for themselves and who knew 
the histm-y of passive resistance, the community would stand justified· lo 
any ease, if the community could stand justitl•d in the estimation of tho 
Government and if the community could ask the Governmer.c to appreciate its 
motive in not challenging libel proceedings, he felt that the community eoul•l 
ignore what the world might say as to its be;ng afraid now of coming to a 
court of law because it had really no evidence, and that it hftd simply taken 
allegations to India in order to work on feelings there. They must tolerate 
wch criticism from the world, for tho world would· have something to say 
againse the best actions, but, if the Government appreciated the community's 
attitude, he felt that, ns passive resisters, it became them to act in that 
manner. They were not passive resisters of the purest type. They had, for 
example, taken advantage of law and defended actions in law courts; pure 
passive resisters would not have done th~t. Bot they had hot yet rcnch~1 
th3 purest stage of passive resistance. They must, however, keep such an 
ideal actively before them, and, perhaps, one day, they would have mado 
such an approach to that stage that they would be considered perfect pas8ivo 
resisters. Till they hnd reached that stage, they could not en!! themselves 
perfect pas.•ive resisters, but they need not, therefore, remain stationary, 
and he had felt that they might take that step in advance, and he had come to 
the conclusiQD that, that was a proposition that might be submitted to the 
Government. The next effect of the letter written to him by the Government 
and their reply was, iu his opinion, that they had accepted the principle of 
consultation, that they had recognl•ed the motive of the community in drop
ping the question of the allegations altogether, that they recognised the com
munity's motive in not leading eridenee before the Commission, thnt they hat! 
given nn assurance that they wished to settle the matter in accordance with 
the community's submission, and they wanted to do this through the Com
mission, but they felt that the community's demands were so rcnsonnblo and 
had been so sanctified and strengthened by the suffering that it had under-
' 
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gone, during the past months, thot there should be no difficulty in securing 
the recommendations before tbe Commission. They felt, he thought, olso 
confident because of the presence of Sir Benjamin Robertson ond becouse of 
the prestige thot was behind. Sir Benjamin Robertson, .that he came not in 
his individual capacity, but as the repre.~entative of the Viceroy, that as 
such his testimony before the Commission was bound to carry its due weight. 
And nnder those circumstances they need not worry themselves, thinking 
or fearing what might happen; and why need a passive resister ever fear 
so long as he had the purest weapon in the world at his disposal? The future 
lay entirely in their own hands, and, holding that future as firmly as ever, he 
bad no hesitation in recommending the adoption of the agreement, and he 
hoped that tho meeting would approve the action thot they hod taken. At 
the same time he hod not bound the community. He had bound the com· 
munity on occasions when he had gone with a clear mind and when he hnd 
known what the community had already asked for, but on this occasion a 
new situation had arisen, and for· that situation he certainly required tlw 
ratification of the conununity. He could not possibly bind the community 
with reference to this matter which he had not himself contemplated. He 
bad therefore stated to General Smuts that he was prepared to advise his 
countrymen in accordance with the tcnonr of his letter, but he had not bound 
his community, so that they were free agents entirely nnd might dismiss 
the agreement from their minds if they wished, but he believed that th~y 
might r.ccept it-it was perfectly honourable, dignified, nnd would save an 
amount of misery: What was more, they wanted, if they possibly could, 
to conciliate the Viceroy. He bad said tiHt Viceroy or no Viceroy, Mr. 
Gokhnle or no Mr. Gokhnle, no matter what friends or the world said, if 
their consciences did not approve, if their oath did not approve, they could 
not accept their views, but when it was possible for tla'm to keep their oath, 
to satisfy their conscience, he thought that then they should go to the utmost 
length in meeting the wishes of their friends, and suoh a noble Viceroy, for 
whom, perhops, there was no equal except perhaps· Lord Ripon and Lord 
William Bentinck; and he did not know what the Viceroy might still hnve 
in store for them. But that was the picture one formed of the Viceroy, 
nD<l that was strengthened by what Mr. Andrews had told him of his noble 
qualities. They ought to tuke into account the Viceroy's wishes at that 
stage, seeing that it was possible for them to do so without violating their 
onth. Their distinguished countryman, whom India had idolised, to whom 
they offered reverence, who, while lying on a sick bed, had yet worked for 
their cause and made it world-wide, and had made Indin ring from end to 
end with that and nothing else-Mr. Gokhale-also desired it. Lvrd Amp· 
tbill also had been saying: "They had a noble cause, they were bound to 
win; let them now stay their hand; they hnd mnde sufficient demonstrations; 
they had roused the conscience of the United Kingdom; let them now even 
give their evidence under protest before the Commission." That view they 
had been unable tu accept, but they could accept the present arrangement. 
~·rom every point of view, the agreement was good, dignified nnd worthy of 
ncceptnnce. . · . , 

Mr. Andrews said that he wished, first of all, to speak about the great 
sorrow which had come to him, hut the love which he had for the people of 
Ind_ia, his own people who were ther~, was so o,Tcat that, he could not stay 
away from them and wanted to be w1th them. In connection with the visit 
to Pretoria, there were two things he wished to speak ~bent speciallv and 
assure them on .. The one !bing '_VIIS that in thot agreement, and in nil that hnd 
been done,and m all the mterv1cws they had had, one thing had been kept 
throughout, and. that w~ the honour of the Indian conunurity. That had 
never, nt any smglc pomt, been sacrificed to expedi~ncy, hut all through 
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from beginning to cud, bad ever bEen the first considcmtion. Otherwise, bo 
would not be able to stand there before them, who lind suffered so much, 
and speak to them. But because he knew that at Pretoria their honour had 
been kept throughout, he was ready to stand there before them and urge 
them and ask them to accept the agrcem<!nt and to carry it out as it had been 
proposed before General Smuts, and he could assure them that in no point 
whatsoever in that agreement had there been any sacrifice of honour, or 
self-respect to any Indian in tl1e whole of Souh Africa, The second point 
was that, whatever might have happened in times past, on the present occa
sion there was the greatest consideration shown to their leader by every 
one who met him there. In spite of the general strike which was on, in 
spite of the immense difficulties of finding time, General Smuts and others 
did their very best to give every opportunity for the grievances of the 
Indian community to be brought before them. It was for 
those two reasons-because their honour had been preserved and because such 
great earnestness had been shown by the Ministers at Pretoria-that he 
hoped that now a time had come when a settlement might be reached of tho 
grievances which had so long been distressing the whole Indian communitv, 
He trusted that they would accept the proposed Commission freely and hear
tily, and that through nccepting it something else might come, and that Willi 

a settlement of all their difficulties, and he trusted that that might come in a 
·;cl'Y short time. · . 

Mr. ANDREWS' FAREWELL TO NATAL 

The following letter was addressed by the Rev. C. F. Andrews to the 
"Natal Met'CUI'Y" :-

• 
On the eve of my departure from Natal, may I encroach upon your co

lumns to express the gratitude I feel for the kindneS>~ which my fellow •. 
countrymen have shown me since I landed in Durban on January L<t. In 
spite of a very natural misunderotanding which arose, owing to my adopting 
nn Indian custom of reverence and respect for Mr. Gandhi when I greeted 
him on the wharf, I have not felt (except, occasionally) that hostility which I 
had feared; while on the other hand, I have ocen met by the sincerest ex· 
pressions of good-will from those who were ready to believe that I had one 
object in view,-the object of pec.ce. 

Fortunately, that peace (at least in the form of a truce) has< uow been 
r.ached; and I would like to say that the correspondence which was pub
lished between Mr. Smuts and l\fr. Gandhi is really (as all such correspon
dence must be) a very poor and inadequate symbol of the act'llll change of 
•ph·it which bas taken place. It is on the general improvement of tho latter 
that I base any hopes I have of a settlement, not on the formal t~'lllJ! of an 
official correspondence. If bitter and provocative words can be avoided on 
both sides, there is now, I trust, a reasonable chance that the painful tro•tbles 
which so disturbed and distressed the whole Colony a short while ago will 
not re-appear. With the present condition of un.oottlemont through South 
Africa, the removal of one source of danger by an honourable 8.1ld gen&
rous settlement of long standing grievane<>s is surely an object for which all 
alike may strive. 
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l carefully refrained, while at Natal £rom offering any public opinion 

on the Indian grievances themselves, for I understand, even more e!Mrly 
than when I landed a month ago, the great complexity of the Natal 
situation; especially I feel the difficulty of the N ntive question and its vital 
importance. And if I am tempted to write anything at all, when I return, 
concerning, what I have seen, I shall make it quite clear that I write as ll 
theorist and student of history, not as a man of affairs. I have a!read;J
expressed in England and India, through Reuter, how deeply I have been 
touched by the kindly hospitality of Natal; I shall try to say this more per
sonally, both in England and in India, on my -return journey. 

I may perhaps be allowed to write briefly on two points, with regard 
to which I may claim to be heard on: account of my long Indian expcri~nce. 
I trust that what I have to say will be read with care, as it may help to make 
things clear. · 

The first point is the impossibility of Indians going back as a community 
on n solemn oath once taken. From an intimate knowledge of Indian senti
ment, I can assure the Europeans in Natal that the present attitude towards 
tbe commission is not one of contumacy, much less one of fear; it is simply 
n question of religious honour. The Indians are the most religious people 
in the world; to me it would be ine~nccivablc that they could play fast and 
loose ns n commwtity with n religious vow once taken. As sen:sible, practical 
men, of another religion and another race, we should not argue the point or 
impute wrong motives, but honour their t.lnacity of conscience, and meet it 
as far ns possible. I am glad to see that this is on the whole what Mr. Smuts 
has done. 

The second point is concerning what was understood in India about the 
£3 tax. Mr. Gokhale bas been for many years my clcse pcrsonnl·£ricnd. I 
have talked this whole question many times' over with him. 1 saw with my 
own eyes all that happened on his return in 1911. I can, therefore, speak 
with authority. Mr. Gokhale fullY"and wholly believed that a mutual settlc
!llcnt had been reached. On the Indian side, he considered that he had made 
great momentous conecssio~ He agreed not to ask in South Africa for the 
political franchise for BriMb Indians, and ulso not to ask for free immi
gration. These two things had been a part of his own political creed in the 
past. After what he saw in South Africa he deliberately abandoned them, 
m:d he asked in return for the abolition of the tax. He regarded the pledge 
ns a pleuge of honour on both sides, all the more binding because not given in 
writing. How faithfully Mr. Gokbale has kept his own w~rd in this matter I 
myself can bear full witness. He had to face n storm of opposition at first 
because of the points he conceded, and be faced it. He was called a traitor 
for giving up political franchise but he stood firm to his promise. He never 
once went back on his pledged word to the Union Government, and by his 
own intense sincerity he has won the majority of thinking Indians round to his 
own opinions. Tho National Congress it is true, has passed nn academic 
resolution contrury to his wishes; Sir M. Bhownagreo and Sir P. Mehta still 
remain conservative and reactionary. But on these two points of the fran
chise und immigration in N atul the balk of eduented Indians have been con· 
verted to sowtd and reasonable opinion:s by }{r. Gokhnle alone. 

I would not appenl to my fellow-countrymen in Natal by the argu· 
m~t.t of exJ.·~diency, uud urge that such n growth of sound and reasonable 
upi1t1un in lJ?dia should not be flout.Jd and driven back again to its old in· 
tr~etnble post!ion .. I would rather appeal. to hor.our and fair play. Indians 
sbll trust the Enghsbrunn to be true to his 'v<:>rd. It is wone than tho loss 
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of a Kingdom 'vilen that word comes to be doubted. It appears to me 
therefore, quite apart from the' questionable advantage of the tn.x itself, 
that the direct honour of the Union Government and of Natal should be 
considrcred. At least, when Mr. Gokhale has done as much, and incurred 
such odium, on account of his own part of the implied agre001cnt, wo on 
our part should do our best to meet his attitude as generously as we 
Cllll, . 

In conclusion, may I thank through your columns tbosd who havo so 
kindly expressed sympathy with me on the sudd•n death of my mother, 
whom I hoped to have seen in England on my way back to India. I 
trust, that through nil the suffering that has occurred, in which I may now 
claim a part, a settlement will be reached honourabl~ to Euro}'eans and 
Indians alike. 

FAREWELL 

An Editorial from "lndiall Opi11ion" 

On Saturday last, Rev. C. F. Andrews left for England by the R.M.S. 
Briton, and to·morrow, Mr. W. W. Pearson returns to India by the S.S. 
"Unvolosi," Indians thl'oughout South Africa will grieve to lose two such de
voted friends who have endeared thtmselves to all w:th whom they had come 
into contact during their stay in this country By their tact, good sense, 
ardent sympathy, and love for India and their own race, they have beez: 
able, in the short time that they have spent in this country, to grasp the · 
Indian problem here more thoroughly than most of those who have spent a 
life·time in South Africa, and thev have, we are sure, done much to bring 
about a better underst.,nding between whites and Indians in the Union. They 
have given of the best that is in them for our sake; they carry with them 
the hearts of South African Indians, who wish them god speed in tho work 
they are now to take up. The sway of the Indian wizard, Rnbindrnnath 
Tagore, who ha.• charmed the world and remained un Indian, is upon them 
both, and they will leave their impress upon the minds and characters of the 
Young India that will, a decade or so hence, be moulding the national fu· 
lure of the Motherland. To them, who have brought to South Africa the 
mc•asagc of peace, we say :-Shantil Shnnti I Shnnti! 

f/ /,\.;INDIAN RELIEF BILL 
The following Biil, "to make procli!lon f<>r illn redrmlll of certain gricv 

ances and the removal of ccJtain disabilities of his MajcstY.'O Indian Sub
jects in the Union," hcs jWlt been pul)lishcd:-

• Be it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senntc and the 
House of Assembly of tbe Unit.m of South Afrio&, as fllllows:-

1. (1) The Minister of the Interior (hereinafter rcferr•d to WI i:1~ 
Minister) may from time to timo appoint prieots of any Indian religion to 
be marriage officers with authority to AO!emniso the mwllg'CS e! Indians in 
aecordance with the rites 811d formularies of 1111cb religion. 
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(2) .a marriage between two In!linr.s ~oleqmised in accord1 .. 1•e 
wlth such ntes nnd formularies by 11 marriage oftlcer so' appointed •!Jn'! he 
n valid and binding marriage, and nil the incidents shall follow t<mrefron: 
which follow from any other union recognised in law as a valid and binili-1 
marriage. · 

' (3) A marriage officer appointed n.nder this section shall be undet 
the same obligations of keeping registers and catering therein pcrliculars of 
marriages solemnised by him ns nre imposed upot. marriage officers ~ppointed 
under nny other Jaw in force· in the Province h which these marriages :.re 
solemnised, and the provisions of any such law as to the cnstody and inspec
tion of registers, the obtainting of copies thereof, the evidence of certifi~i. 
copies thereof, the Joss, the destruction or the falsification of O!' injury t<) 
imch registers or such certified copies shall be deemed to be incor}'Orntd i.t. 
this section. · 

II. (1) If any Indian male or any Indian female upon a joint 
dpp!ication to any marriage officer, (whether appointed under this act or any 
other Jaw) satisfy such officer (a) that there existed at the commencement of 
this Act between them a anion then recognised as a marriage nnder the tenets 
of an Indian religion which they profess; and (b) that there does not exist 
bet,veen either of them and any other person a anion so recognised ns n mar
riage or any union recognised in law as a marriage; and (c) that each of 
them is desirous that the union should bo regarded as a vali!l and binding 
marriage in law, such officer shall, npon being furnished with particulars, 
ns to the full name, residence, place of birth and age of eacb party, and such 
further particulars ns are prescribed by regulations made under this section, 
register such union in manner so described as n marriage between those par
ties. Notwithstanding· tbat by the tenets of the religion which the parties 
profess, polygamous unions are approved or recognised, the said uniori shall 

· by the fact of registration become, as from the date when it was contracted, 
a valid and binding marriage between the parties, and all the incidents shaJJ 
follow therefrom which foJJow from any other union recognised in Jo.w as 8; 
valid and binding marriage, and the marriage shall be deemed to have takon 
place at the place wberc the union was, prior to the registration, contracted. 

(2) The minister may make regulations as to the manner in which 
applications shall be made under this section, the keeping of registers for the 
purpose thereof, and the particulars to be entered in those registers. The 
pr0visions of the marriage laws in force in the Province in which unions ar.~ 
registered as marriages, so far as those Jaws relate to the custody and ins
pection of registers, the obtaining of copies thereof or extractS therefrom. 
the evidence of certified copies thereof, the Joss, destruction or fnlsificatimi 
of, or injury to, those registers certified copies or extracts shall 
mutatis mutandis apply to registers kept under this section. 

III. (1) From paragraph (g) of Section 5 of the Immigrants' Re
gulation Act, 1913 (Act No. 22 of 1913), the foll~wing '<'ords shall be delet
ed; that is to say, the words. "including the wife or child of a lawful and a 
monogamous marriage duly celebrated according to the rites of any religions 
faith outside the Union.'' 

(2) In tLe interpretation of that paragraph, ns hereby amended 
"the wife" ~hall inclu~e any one. woman. between "\"hom and the exempted 
person mentioned therem there exiSts a umon recogmsed ns a marriage under 
th~ tenets of an Indian religion, ,notwithstanding that by those tenets the 
nmon of tbat e.xempted person w1th other woman at the same time wonld 
also be. recognised as a marriage; provided that no woman shall be dceme<i to 
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be the wife of such exempted person, (n) if such a nnion exists between him 
nnd any other woman who resides, in nny Province; (b) if such exempted 
person has in nuy Province offspring by any other woman who is still living; 
"the child under the uge of 16" shall mean a child who ill the offspring of the 
exempted person and the wife as herein defined. 

IV. Nothing in the preceding sections in this Act shall be construed 
as repenting or in any manner modifying the provisions of Sections 65 to 89 
inclusive of the Indian Immigration Law, 1891, of Natal (Law No. 25 of 
1891), or Act No. 2 of 1907 of N ntnl. 

V Section 3 of the Indian lmmigrnnts Amendment Act, 1895, is 
hereby amended by the addition to the end of that section of the words "if ht 
npplics therefor within 12 months after such expiry." 

· VI. The Minister may in' his discretion ~ause to be provided out of 
moneys appropriated by Parliament for the purpose of a free passage from 
any port in the Union to any port in India (with or without free conveynnee 
by rail to such first-mentioned port) for any Indian other 
than an Indian who is or may become entitled under 
law No. 25 of 1891 (Natal), or may become entitled under 
Law No. 25 of 1891 (Natal), or any amendment thereof, to 
such free passuge, who makes a written request for such £1·ee passage, and 
(a) signs as a condition of the grant of such request a statement that he 
abandons on behalf of himself and his wife and all minor children (if any) 
nll rights possessed by hiln or them to enter or reside in any part of the 
Union, together with nil rights incidental to his or their domicile therein; and 
(b) furnishes to an offioor designated by the Minister such means of idcnti· 
ficntion of such Indian and his wife and minor children (if any) as the 
Minister mny prescribe. A condition so signed shall be conclusive evidence 
that such Indian and his wife and minor children (if any) have abandoned 
his or their rights to enter and reside in the Union, and rights incidental tli 
his or their domicile therein." 

vn. If in the administration of any law any question arises as b 
wheth~r an Indian who produces a certificate of former residence or domicile 
in Natal is identical with an Indian to whom that certificate was granted 
under a prior law of Natal, then, if a thumb impression on thnt certificates is 
identical with the thnmb ilnprcssion of tho Indian who produc•s it, tho certi
ficate shall be conclusive evidence of such Indian's former residence or domi· 
cile in Natal, 

VIII. Th~ laws specified in the schedule to this Act arc bereuy re
pealed to the extent set out in the fonrth column of that schedule, anil those 
provisions of those laws which arc hereby repealed shall, in so far as they 
have been extended to Zululand, cease to be in force therein. 

No proceedings shall be taken to recover any moneys which rnuy !mvc 
become due from any Indian prior to the comm•'lcement of this Act undor 
the provisions so repealed. 

IX. Thi~ Act may be cited for all purposes as the Indian Icelicfs 
Act, 1914. 

The Schedule gives the following list of the sections to be repealed :
Act No. 17 of 1895, the Indian Immigration Act, 1895, Seetion 6; .Act :r.·o. 2 
of 1003, to the Indian Immigration Ammendmcnt .!ct, 1895, the whole LXC<.!pt 
Scct:.ms 1 and 4; Act No. 39 of 1905, >to amend Act No. 17 of 11i95, the 
whole; Act No_ 19 of 1010, to amend tltc Indian Immigr1tion Act, No. 17 of 
1895 and Act :::< o. 2 of 1903, Section 1 nnd 3. 
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Reference 

:l>aragraph (g) of Section 5 of the Immigrants' Regulation Act, 1913, 
reads :-Any person fwho is proved to the satisfaction of an Immigr~tion 
Officer or, in case of an appeal, to the satisfaction of the board; to be the 
wife, or the child under the age of 16 years of any person exempted by 
paragraph (f) of this section, including the wife or child of a lawful and 
monogamous marriage duly celebrated acoording to -the rites of any religious 
faith outside the Union. · 

Sections 65 to 89 of Law 251 18911 provide for the marriage and divorce 
of indentured Indians. 

Act 2 of 1907 (Natal) provides for the regulation d existing marriages 
by the Protector • 

. Section 3 of Act 17 of 1895 is as follows :-Every Indian desiring" to re
turn to India on the expiry of the first or any subsequent period of his ser
vice under any contract of indenture or re-indenture entered into under the 
laws for the time being in force shall be provided by the Indian Immigration 
Trust Board with a free passage to India. · 

Section 6 of Act 17 of 1895 provides for the annual licence of £3 to be 
taken out by those who fail to return to India 

Section 1 of Act 2 of 1903 makes Act 17 of 1895 apply to the children 
of Indian Immigrants. Section 4 enables a child to receive a free passage 
to India at the end of the term of indenture 1)£ his father or mother. . . 

Act 39 of 1905 provide.S for the method of payment of the licence, etc. 

Section 1 of Act 19 of 1910 allows a Magistrate to relieve Indian W'>men 
from payment of the licence money upon grounds of ill health, old age, or 
for other just cause. Section 3 provides for the suspension of payment of 
arrears during the peril-d of reindenture or contract of service. 

THE RELIEF BILL 

The long expected Indian Bill has now been puhlished.-It is a simple 
and short measure and seems to carry out the recommendations of the In
dian Commission in so far as legislative action is necessary. ·The Bill re
moves the marriage difficulty and restores the status as it existed before the 
Searle judgment. It repeals the £3 tax nnd remits the unpaid arrears. 
Lastly, it validates Natal certificates of domicile, if the owner can establish 
his identity with the certificate by proving that the thumb impression on it 
is his own. There !a another ela~ in the Bill 'With which the community is 
not concerned. It .115 the clause ~bich en~bles the .Government to give a free 
p~e to a!'y Ind1an !lot oth~ p~v1ded for, if he renounces for himself 
an~ his family, all claiDI to domcile 1n Natal or any other province of the 
UtuODa 

• There are certs.in 8;lterations ner:essary in the Bill. It will be a proper 
thmg tc;> us~ for v_ah_datmg. future umons the machinery provided in the Bill 
for .vabdahnll CXIstmg umons. ~endmcnt will a)so be necessary for pro
tectmg the c!Wdrcn of deceased WIVes, where such wives, if alive could have 
been recogmsed under the present Bill. ' 
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Assuming that the Bill with the suggested •lterations becomes law, there 
will still remain the other matters recommended by the CommiBSion and the 
matters covered by Mr. Cachalias' knd Mr. Gandhis' letters. These require 
administrative treatment and include the Free state· question, the Cape entry 
and the administration of existing laws. If sntisfactory &>ISurances are is.•ued 
in connection with them, the struggle that hu gone on for years, and that bu 
meant enormous losses aud sutferings to the community, may be said to have. 
fitly and honourably closed.-'' Tile Indian Opinion,'' 3rd J nne, 1924· 

~NDIAN~ RELIEF BILL 

(Second Readint) 
'The Minister of Finance moved tbe second Teading of tl1e Indians· 

Relief Bill. He requested members to approach such a thorny and difficult 
question in a non·controversial spirit. l'he House were now in a position to 
l!nally settle the Indian problem on a satisfactory basis, the recommendation• 
of the Solomon Commission, which inquired into the grievances of Indians, 
having been accepted as a solution by the Indian Government, and also with 
one exception, by the Indian community residing here. He recalled the 
passing of the Immigration Act lMt session, and the agitatiun which follow· 
ed it. Mr. Gandhi raised four points, on two of which it was possible for 
the Government to meet him. ~here were· two other points on which it wu 
impossible for the Gove~ent '1mmediately aft•.r ·the session .to meet the 
community's views. · ' 

One was the right ·of entry of the South African born Indian into thu 
Cape Province. In the immigration Act .of last year J>rovision had been 
made that Indians i!ntering the Cape Province should be roquired to comply 
with a dictation test, and Mr. Gandhi desired that this restriction should be 
removed. · The Government, however, pointed out that the point bad been 
fully discussed during the debates on the Bill, and that the strongest exeep· 
tiDn had been taken to the removal of the re•iriction, which revived the re .. 
trietion under old Cape Jaws. 'l'he second question wu the marriage ques
tion. In the Immigration Act of last year a clause bad been adopted on the 
motion of the honorary member for Cape 'l'own, Castle (Mr. Alennder), 
permitting the entry of a wife mar1·ied llk<oording to polygamous rites, though 
the marriage was defacto monogamous. l'he Natal Division of the Suprem~ 
Court hed however, decided that it was not pos.•ible to recognise a.~ legal a 
marriage celebrated according to polygamous rites. Admini•tratively in the 
past there bad been no diflieulty in the matter. 

Mr •. P. Duucau (Fordsburg): Then why did they raise the question! 

The Minister of the Interior said that if he were to answer that qui!Stio~ 
it would take a very long time, and he did not think it Willi neceli.KIIry to do 
so. It Wl\ll a ca.•e that had presented some very extra-ordinary features. 
When it became clear that the Government could not satisfy the Jndian <:Om· 
muuity on these points the question of the £3 li•ence was raised.. H<! •lid 
not intend to go in detail into that question, but he would say that it wu 
impoMi.ble for the Government, when threatened with a strike to make any 
couceSSlOIIS at aiL Then followed a great deal of bloa<bhed and violence in 
SUJ?preseing the mik.e, an~ s~bsequently the Solomon Co!"mis•ion Willi apo 
pomted. 1t wa• as.1sted m 1ts lahoul'l'< by a repr...,ntntl\'e of the Indian 
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Government, Sir. Benjamin Hobertson, whose services had.been, as be. c~uld 
say from.personal knowledge, of the very greatest value to. the Comm•ss•on.· 
He had smoothed its work considerably and had thro>vn light on many difficult 
questions .. The Commission1 it would seem, ~a~.ma4e fou~een recommenda· 
tions. Most of these reqmred merely admm1strahve action, and here he 
would say that it was the intention of the Government to .carrr out the com

. mission's recommendations in the~r entirety partly by leg•slallon and partly 
by administration; and in this way to secure that, peace which they were all 
longing for, that peace which was not merely of such importance to South 
Africa itself, but also to South Africa in her external relations. (Cheers.) 

The Minister then went into minute details concerning the merits ques-
tion. · \1· ....... . 

This left one other point, (lUd that was the abolition of the £3 tnx in 
N ntnl. He did not intend to <!Over tbe ·Whole history of the tax. Honorary 
Members knew tnat this system of coolie labour was introduced many year$ 
auo. As the·number of the Indians Increased, it became a matter of concern 
a~ to what steps should be taken to get some of these people back to India. 
In 1893 a mission. \Vent from Natal ((; India, and the result was .. fou:.d ill, 
the law passed in 1895-tbe law they were now concerned with ... Indentured 
coolies, after they bad finished their term of service and who did npt wislJ. 1 
to return to India, could stay in Natal after paying a £3 licence .. · From. 
the verv start the law did not promise to he a success, and ~fter 5 y~ars 
another" mission was sent to India to see whether it was not possible that the 
indentures should expire in lndia. The mission did not meet with succes~1 
and no ·change was 'made. The Indians claim that this tax should be aboli; 
shed, and this wns one of the questions, the Solomon Commission went into. 
l'he Commission came to the conclusion that the clnims of the Indians were 
fair and just and politic, and recommended the. repeal o£ .. clause 6 of the 
Act of 1895. This course was adopted in the Bill. '!'he Commission pointed 
out that the tax was only· payable by a small portion of the Indian popula-. 
lion. The Commission pointed out that 11,000 mnles were at present .liable 
to the tnx and about 21,000 were still under indenture .or .had been re-inden-. 
lured. The Commission also pointed out that the Indian population was 
much larger, and that the people liable to the tnx were the least able. to. bear 
the burden. When everybody paid a capitation tax such was easy to collect, 
but where only a small portion of a population paid, it bec:ao1e . extremelv 
difficult, because they could only collect through the machine'')' of the policti. 
When a policeman wanted to make out thnt a mnn .was liable to the tax, be 
must prove thp.t he came to Natal after 1895, which was. most difficult, and 
also that he d1d not come there as a free man, wh1ch was also very ditlicult, 

· .From th~ \'ery beginning this tax had been avoided i~ a' wholesal~ 
fasluon, and m 1905 the Natal Government passed a law by which no em
pl?yer could accept th_e servic@ of any of these people without making cer
ta•n that they had pa1d the tax. 1'bat law had been on the Statute Book 
for some years, bi1t had nev~r been carried r.ut. Ju•t as it was difficult to 
~ollect the tax .from tb~ Indmns, it was found just as difficult, to collect it 
b_y means of tlus amendm_g ln'Y· The Commi:;sion pointed out that the posi
tion had berome very ser1ous mdeed, because these people in order to avoid 
the tax, wandered f~om place to plnce. The Commission advanced other argu
ments that told ag~mst the tax, ~n.d finally rame to the conelusion that the 
ta.x ahould be abohshed. The Mm1ster pointed out that the evid~nce as to 
whether the ta.'C ha~ t~e effect of indueh!g these people to return to India, 
had been very ~ontl~ot•!'g, a!'d the oomll!•ssioo was not ~atisfied that tbe tax 
had had any efteet m wdnemg the eoohes to return to India. The Commis· 



sion suggested that the best course would be to repeal section 6 of the Act 
of 1895, and the Minister pointed out that the result under this Bill would 
be that no other alteration was made in the status of Indians in Natal. 
Clause 6 gave power to the Government to give free passages to any Indians 
willing to return to India, and renounce their rights of residence in South 
Africa. The object of the Government was to assist, in every way possible, 
to induce them to leave the country and go back to India. He appealed 
to Honorary Members, especially those from N ntnl, to assist the Government 
in getting the Bill through this session. They had a unique opportunity of 
dealing with this troublesome question. It was a point which affected the 
whole of the British Empire, and he was sorry to say that it was taking 
another form in one of the British Dominions. They i:ad reached a stage 
after a long struggle when they could bring the whole matter to a conclusion, 
and he would ask members, especially members from Natal, to assist the 
Government on this occasion and remove one of the most dangerot~s elements 
that at present beset them. 

The Prime :Minister said that he just wished to clear up one or two 
·points which had been raised in the course of. this debate. It was unneces
sary for him to enter into the details and th.J merits of this measure which 
had been made quit<! clear by the Minister of the Interior, It seemed to him, 
however, that a large number of the Honorary Members did not quite under· 
stand the objects of this measure. The Honorary Member for Rouxville, for 
instance, had refen-ed to one section of the Indian community, whereas the 
Bill dealt with an altogether different section. He (the Hon. Member for 
Rou:~villc) had referred to that section which was quit~ free and lived in 
various parts of the country. The Bill uow before the House had absoldte
ly nothing to do with these people. They were in the country, and remained 
whether the Bill was passed or not, (Hear, hear.) The class which had 
vested rights could not be interfered with in any way. The Bill only dealt 
with these people who to-day were not here liS free men-they were in
dentured labourers, tho poorest class of all. 

An lion. Mcmber:-Ycs, and the very \forst, too. The Prime Minister 
said that he trusted that the House would deal with the Bill and the principles 
involved therein earnestly and seriously. The pr!neiples concerned were by 
no means superficial. He well remembered how from the very first they hod 
experienced dif!ieulties in the Transvaal coneernin" the Indian question. It 
had been quite impossible for any Parliament to say in an off hand manner, 
''Put all these people out of the country, we do not want them here." Only 
by. paying millions of pounds in compensation eot'ld they have done anything 
like that, and even then the matter would not have been settled. In these 
circumstances he wished to appeal to members to deal with thiE Bill from the 
point of higher statesmanship than what they desired and than what their 
own personal wishes were.. He knew that in Sou!h Africa there wa.• a great 
and strong feeling of prejudice Bb'lliust the Indinns,but he also knew that th~ 
people of South Africo, would believe him when he said that be always lmJ 
done his utmost to keep these Indians out of the country. (Hear, bear). 
Nor did he rise in the House to embrace these people. 

But whatever they did, whatever their feelings were, they mu.~ be just 
and fair towards the Indians. When the Government came to this House 
with a Bill such as the present one, it should be understood that the Govern
ment had gone into the matters involved most carefully, and had given all 
these matters its serious and careful consideration. ·The Government w115 
responsible to the House and to the people f.:r the measure it introduced, 

and he trusted that the House would regard tWII Rill from that point of view. 
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(Hear, hear.) What had been most disappointing to him was to have listen
ed to the speeches of lion. Members representing Natal on both sides of the 
House. It was regrettable that these lion. Members did not feel the matter 
so seriously when they introduced the Indians into South Africa. · (Hear, 
hear). If they had felt their responsibilities so keenly at the tune they 
would have consulted the rest of South Africa, and to-day the Country 
would not have been faced with all these difficulties (cheers.) But if 
to-day Hon. Members realise .these difficulties so acutely, then they should 
not forget that these diffirulties were entirely the creation of the people 
of Natal (Hear, hear.) Unfortunately, these Indians had not remained in 
Natal only, and to-day these people were found in other parts of the country 
as well. It was unpleasant having to say this, but it had to be done (Hear, 
hear.) But they had to do what was right and l'nir towards South Africa. 
Whatever their prejudices against the Indians, he (General Botha) quite 
agreed with Mr. Merriman that 1t was their duty ia th1s House as a Par
liament and a Government, to work for peace, justice and fairness (Cheers). 
They hnd to deal with people who were not represented in this House, and 
whose presence in this country was due to the action of the people of Natal. 
Therefore, he hoped that Hon. Members from Natal would help South Africa 
out of the difficulty in which it had been placed. And this they could do by 
supporting the Bill now before the House. (Cheers.) He knew the Hon. 
Member for Braomfontein (Sir Aubey Woolls Sampson) was a rough rider, 
and he trusted that his rough-riding would now be in the interest of justice 
and fairness ( cheers)-nnd he was sure that 1£ the Hon. Member carefully 
thought over the matter he would give the Bill his support. After all they 
had seen and gone through in this country, the Prime Minister went on, 
it must be quite clear that this House had to take the responsibility to deal 
with matte,rs as they were to-day-( Hear. hear)-and they should not intro
duce legislation with n view to whnt was good for them only. They no longer 
stood by themselves in four separate Provinces, and it was because they had 
to consider a greater cause that they should see to it that, especially in this 
matter, they did not go in the wrong direction. They must be careful lest 
they made thcil.· difficulties more acute than they were to-day, and more 
tierious than they could become if this Bill were passed. (Cheers.) 

He regretted the attitude taken by some lion. Members, who had cou
plr.d the native question with this Indian problem. They had no right to 
do so. (Hear, hear.) When they dealt with native questions, they dealt 
with native questions pure and simple, and they had to deal with the Indian 
problem in the same spirit and its own merits. (Cheers.) It was useless 
dragging in this nati\'e argument, becanse he wished to say emphatically that 
if there were one subject of which they bad every right to be proud it was 
tbiG! that ~hc,r; a.s u small n~i':'ority, had always easily governed the large 
nut.vc maJonty m South Ainca. (Loud Cheers.) He would like to ask 
lion. Members whether they had heard of a native refusing to pay his 
tn.'<csT. The col!cctor. went round, and the natives came olong o£ their own 
free-will and pa1d thetr taxes. He wondered whether any tax collector wouli. 
have such an ensy task if sent to n fnnning community to collect taxes 7 
(Laughter). He held that. instead of this question having been dragged in. 
in t~e way it bad been done, th!s country had cause for gratification at the 
obcdtence to the law always dtsplayed by the native p<>pnlation. (Loud 
Cheers.) On~ H':m· Member had stated, the Prime Minister went on, that 
the effct of this Btll would be that a large number of Indians would settle 
in. the. Free State. ?'he Hon. Member, however, was mistaken, because the 
B1ll d!d not deal .Wlth the general nsl'cct at all. Under. this m~asure no 
•ncb rtghts were giVen. lion. Members should be extremely careful in their 
statements lest they should spread wrong impressions among the pe~ple. The 



27 

Indians who were in N ntal to-day could not go to the Transvaal, or to the 
Free State. This question had been fully dealt with in the Immigration Re
gulation Bill of hist year. The Members should be careful not to spread 

· the impression that this House was now engaged in passing legislation giving 
the Indians the right to go any where they pleased. This measure to a cer-

. tain extent only gave a definition. (Hear, hear.) It was under the Act of 
last year that the women and children had come in. The matter now before 
the House was a most important one, and was one bristling with difficulties, 
but they in this House should see to it, and should see to it carefully, that 
the question was put right. 

It was for that reason, that he appealed to the Honse to deal with the 
. subject on its merits and he trusted that this House would see the Govern

ment was bound to pass this measure. "We have introduced this Bill (said 
the Prime Minister), and we must stand by it, and I cannot sec how we can 
possibly drop it. Therefore, I wnnt to appeal to the House to as.•ist us 
in getting this Bill on the Statute Book. I know the subject is an extremely 
thorny one, but to any one giving the matter his serious attention it must 
become clear that the way proposed in the Bill is the only way to solve tho 
difficulties." (Hear, hear). Proceeding, general Bothe. referred to tho 
amendment of the Hon. !\!ember for Victoria County, (:Mr. Henwood). Tho 
lion. Member was in favour of getting this question referred to a referen
dwn in Natal. But he (Prime Minister) asked, did not Natal, have this refe. 
rendum, when by a majority it was decided to introduce the cooliest (Hear, 
hear). It was essential that a solution be arrived at. They could not have 
any more strikes or upheavals in Natal such as they had had. It was im· 
possible and impracticable to keep a standing command there. Probably 
this Bill did not solve the matter in the way ronny Hon. Members deRired to 
see it settled, but he (the speaker), held that it was the only proper solution. 
The question of the country losing revenue under this Bill had :uso been rn•sco 
To his (the speaker's) mind, it had always been difficult to recon-.ilc a policy 
under which one section of the community wns taxed differently to nnothcr 
section in the way this had been done in Natal. In conclusion, the Primo 
Minister said he hoped that the Hon. member for Victoria. Conr.ty could 
realise that his amendment was impossible, as this wns a question for which 
the Union Government had to assume responsibility. What was to be the 
result of the increase in the Indian population 7 Tho Prime Mini•ter enid 
that they must keep Natal Indians in Natal, but that W'lS impossible, they 
would force their way into other provinces in due course. Tho time would 
come when there would be no room for more Indians in Natal, unless the 
whites moved out to make room for them. They would not confine themselves 
to working on the plantations and sugar factories, they were being better 
educated and had higher ambitions. They would only stay at the labour for 
which they were originally introduced long enough to enable them to start 
in some other business. They were not fond of the work for which the 
Indians were originally introduced. The sons of the indentured Indians 
were looking for something on a higher plane. How were they going to get 
their desire, the only way he could see was for the white people to make 
room for them by going out. 

It was not merely a question of whether an injustice was being done 
in connection with that £3 tax: it was a question of the future of Natal. It 
has been said that there would be peace if that Bill were passed, but if the 
Minister of Finance thought that there would be pence by giving in to de
mands of the Indians in that respect be would subsequently find that be was 
quite wrong. Thnt was only a part of the programme of the demands of 
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the Indians. The Hon. member went on to refer to the petition of the 
Indians to Lord Crewe, in connection with which he said there were gross 
slanders regarding alleged ill-treatment and degradation of the Indians by 
the people of Natal. '£hose slanders were telegraphed all over the British 
Empire and appeared in newspapers in all parts of the world. But they 
had not the courage to come forward and substantiate a sinfjl'le item of those 
charges. That agitation for the repeal of the £3 tax did not originate in 
Natal, but in India, and the people in the country were being made tools of 
to carry on the agitation. In the petition they asked that Indians through
ant the Empire should. have rights of citizenship .. That mea'!t .that here in 
this country every lnd1an should have the same nghts and pnvilegcs as the 
white people, and if that House granted them the little point in that Bill 
it would encourage them to make further demands. They could easily 
afford to pay the £3 tax. The question befllre the House was an important 
one to Natal, and the opinion of Natal shoulil. be taken on the matter before 
the House passed such a measure. 

Mr. W. F. Clayton (Zululand) said he was on the thorns of n dilemma. 
I£ the Minister had divided the Bill into two parts he could have satisfied 
his conscience. He was quite willing to agree to the first part of the Bill 
which endeavoured to remove disabilities from those Indians who were free to 
live within the borders of the Union, but not to the proposition that they 
should do an injustice to a large and important part of the community the 
white population of Natal. When they considered such an important sub
ject as that before the House they should consider it on broad lines and try 
to place themselves in the position of those who w're under a disability 
in the matter. The Hon. Member for Victoria County had briefly sketched 
the incidents lending to the position of affairs at the present time; he (Mr. 
Clayton) wanted to say that the Indians in Natal might be roughly divided 
into three classes. The first, the Asiatic, or as he was sometimes called, the 
Arab, was a man who came there of his own accord to trade with the native 
population, and who had since taken away the whole of the small white's 
store-keeping trade in the country and mneh of the native trade. That class 
was strongly represented in the Peninsula her~. The second class, the major
rity of the Indian population in Natal, were free to leave or go where they 
liked in the Province or engage themselves in any pursuit they pleased. As a 
matter of fact they were entering into a wider sphere of occupation than 
would have been believed to be possible when they came into the country. 
The third class came under the operation of Act 17 of 1895, and 
upon them was laid tbe burden of either going back to India, or re-inden
turing and thus remaining outside of eolotlli.ation, and were called upon to 
pay the £3 per annum tax. 

He hoped Ron. Members would not confuse these cla.o;ses when dealing 
with the question. He maintained that on the main budy of Indians in 
Natal, this £3 tax which it was now proposed should be removed, constitut
ed no burden, but on that portion only which had come out knowing full well 
that unless they re-indentured themselves or returned to India they would 
have to pay that tax. He would like the house to consider the grounds upon 
which the Commission based their reasons for removing the tax. They re
commended it for two reasons, the first was that the Act was inoperative; 
another was that the tax was imposed upon a minority which would be 
placed in a worse position than those who had come into Natal within re
cent times. With regard to the first objection, he had figures to show that 
the tax accomplished what it was intended to do. The Act was passed in 
1895 owing to the fact that certain Indians were there not indentured, and 
as the tax was not made retrospective it became operative in l90L It 



29 
would then be seen thnt the Act, as soon as it came into force, h~d an im· 
mediate effect. The figures of those returning to Iodin in 1895, were 415; in 
1896, 296; in 1897, ~18; in 1898 188; in 1899, 503; in 1900, 448; in 1901, 
639. Then the Act came into force in 19021 when 1,482 retu"ned to India, 
thus showing the effect which that tax had upon the Indians who had served 
their term of Indenture. In 1903, the number was 2,029; in 1904, 1,672; in 
1905, 2,078; in 1906, 3939; in 1907, 3484; and in the following year, accord· 
ing to the evidence before the Commission, out of 7,735 who had completed 
their indentures, 3,989 returned to India, those who were left, of course, 
taking up their licences. In 1909 the number rose to 4,895. Who, he ask· 
ed, would say the tnx was inoperative! Rather, had it not served the pur· 
pose for which it was imposed! The true reason was that the tnx had not 
been collected of late. If that had properly been done there was no doubt 
but that the same proportion of Indians would have left Natal as in tho 
previous years. He thought that disposed of the first reason given by the 
Connnission for the abolition of the tax. In regard to the other point, that , 
the tax was placed on a small portion of the Indian population, the question 
might be asked: Why was it placed upon the small proportion and was it 
not injustice done to that minority! They found that, these Indians had been 
taking up occupations in the country instead of returning to India. 

Mr. P. Duncan (Fordsburg): Why did't you stop bringing them in f 
Mr. Clayton continuing, said that a deputation went to India prior to 

1895 to make representations to the Indian Government with regard to the re
turn of its subjects. ·The idea was that men should either work or go back 
and not· settle down in Natal. Nothing, however, came of the deputation, 
and in 1895 the Act was passed, The Natal Government, however, did not 
wish to do an injustice to those who had been in Natal prior to the passing 
of the Act, and these were allowed to remain without any disabilities, because 
they had been called to Natal, but thenc~ forward the Government was 
resolved that those who came should be placed under the disability of paying 
the tax, and there was no doubt that these people knew perfectly well under 
what conditions they came to this country. Personally, he might say of all 
those who had passed through his einploy be bad never heard a man dispute 
the terms of his contract. (Hear, hear.) He did not think any Indian 
desired to remain in the country but that he looked forward to the time when 
he would go back to India, and in asking that this tax should be removed 
nu act of injustice was being done to Natal. There was a very strong feel
ing in the northern parts of Natal, that the country should not be over run 
by Indians. At a recent agricaltnral conference two resolutions were passed. 
The first related to the undesirability of ha\·ing a permanent Indian popu
lation and the second to the desirability of retaining the present tax of £3 
per head. 

During the existence of the Indian strike he (Mr. Clayton), bad heard na
tives working in his own fields saying that if they could not get what they want
ed they would have to strike as the Indians had done. The lesson of the Rand 
strike, followed by the Indian strike, would make it strange if on some other 
questions there might not be passive resistance on the part of the native po
palation. That was a fear which had been expressed and made by public 
men in Natal, and that was what had passed in his own mind when he thought 
of their passing such a Bill as that. The Bill was not going to be final, and 
would be a sort of stepping stone to civil equality and the franchise. It 
might be contended that Natal was to blame for having brought these Indians 
to South Africa. In 1874, when the second importation had been instituted, 
it was on account of the drifting away of the!" native labour to the diamond 
fields of the Cape. Since theu: they bad had the drifting of their native po-
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vulatiouto the gold li~ld> of the Union. If they (the Na.y people) had been 
selfish, it had been for thch- own preservation and,to do ~omething for their 
living and for their ll'ot·k. The question had been rllised aboc.t these Indians 
being British subject.. How woUld that view be dl.IP.it with, he asked, if 
they. were to send 100,000 of their native subjects to live in India, free to do 
what, and go where, they pleased! The de5ice not. to embarass the British 
Government at the present time wa• a point which appealed to him, but in 
reply to the right Ron. Member for Victoria West (Mr. Merriman) he would 
say, suppose that a thousand Indians we:re shipped and arrived at the Cape. 
Would the Ron. Member say that they would receive them with open aims and 
make them their fellow subjectsY In Natal they had gone mto the mire and they 

. did not want to go deeper into it. They did not w~nt a proposition that 
would make them sink deeper into the mire. Referring to what the Primo 
Minister had said, the Ron. Member said that, ns an employer of Indians and 
as one who came into contact with very many employers of Indians, effect had 
been given to the' law and the Protector of Indians had insisted O\'cr and over 
again that they should provide for the payment of the arrears of the £3 
licence by instalments. Every endeavour had been made to see that the law 
was brought into opcrution. No man was going to run his head into a noose 
for the snke of a few men who had not paid the licence. The case had been 
prejudiced, ns he had said by the non-collection of the licences in the past, iri 
the days sinee Union. A• to what the Ron. Member for Wecnen (Mt·. 
Mcyler) had said about waxing fat on Indian labour, the Ron. Member for 
Victoria County (.Mr. Henwood) had never, so far ns be knew, had an Indian 
under his employ, so that it <·ould not be said that the Ron. Member wru!ed 

. fat on Indian labour nor could it be said of the other Ron. Members to whom 
he (Mr. Meyler) had alluded. Continuing, Mr. Clayton said that they be
lieved that they represented public opinion in Natal on that matter, and 
that the colonists of Natal were opposed to the continuance of the Indians 
within the borders of Natal as 1:0lonists. The Ron. Member for Germiston 
(Mr. Cbnplin) had cnquil·cd what was the use of keeping that on. It was 
costing the employers of Natal just a,; much haYing that indentured labour 
ru; if these men were free men, but the difference was that if they be
came free men they might not return, but settle on the land. That was the 
purpose of the tax, and a man must return after he had served his period. 
He knew that the Immigrntion Board had sent a telegrmn thnt they agreed to 
the abolition of the £:! licenc:c for the purpose of not etnbarassing the Bri
tish Government. Their first duty in South J,frica, said the Ron. Member, 
was to them,;olve,;-(llinisterinl cheers)-and they had !l right to proted 
tlwmselvw, so thnt those who <nme into the country knowing that they would 
l~u~·e to \>nY! nnd wer~ now serving out their periods of indenture, might 
hmsh the1r hme and m1ght be eompellcd to carry out the terms of their con
tt·n~·t under '~hi~h they had .come to South Afl·ica. Knowing hvw the un
ruh!l'htcucd N alive and Indmn would regard that meusuro as yielding to 
force, he must oppose its second reo-ling. 

lilt·, .c. Cl. I•'ichardt (Ladybrnnd) snid. he could not understand why 
thnt coohe tux had not be.en ~ollccted, and 1f there was law which requited 
that the btx should he patd, tt seemed that there was something wrong be-' 
"'msc that tax had not been collected, and the Mi,nister· of· Finance in his 
spcceh had not made it dear . Y:hy that tax had not 
been . "?:Ie~ted. lf .the Law had not .to be curried out in ·1·egard 
to Astnh<·s m Natal~ It wns no use paSilmg another lnw if it would simply 
lend to another cvasmn. He ns~cd if the Minister of Finance would allow 
them to cscnpc .the ~ueomc Tax If ~hey wandered about m the country-be
cause the Asmitcs dtd not pay thetr tax because it was said they wandered 
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nhout. The nnth·e poll tux, the IIon. Member w •. nt on to sny, wns colledod 
through the country, and it seemed to him that there were other rcnsons for 
the non-c·ollection of that tax on coolies than the reason that it was uiflicult 
to collect. Instead of imposing further disabilities on the Asiati<·s they were 
now reJQoving disabilities and making it easier for Indians in that country. 
1'he Hon, member proceeded to quote from the evidence given by 1\lr, Did; 
before the Indian Commission as to how Indians evaded and drcumvented 
the immigmtion regulution. It tid seem to him, said the IIon. 111emher, 
that instead of relaxing the laws they should be strengthened, The Asiotic 
question wns ·such a serious one in South Africa thnt they could not, o11<l 
dare not, trifle with it. The other dominions had taken steps to keep the 
Asiatics out of their country, and these dominions had nothing like the <litli
<•ult )Jrohlem whieh they had in South Africa in connection with the cnlour~<l 
question. It had been shown over and 0\'er again how when Europeans and 
Asiatics came together the Europeans went invariably to the wall. As to 
wh~t the Hon. Member for Durban, Berea (Mr. Henderson) had said about 
the Omngc l<'ree Stnt" sitting still, he would find the 
Orange Free State with him to n man in. preventing tho entry of any 
more Indians to South Africa. The Orange Fn•e State was at Jli'CBI'Ilt h<•i11g 
invaded by Asiatics from Nntnl us the Hon. member for Jo'iekshurgh (Mr. 
Knyter) could bear out. The Hon. :Member (Mr. HendeJ·son) ,mir,ht J'<•ly 
upon the support of the people of the Orange Free Stole in regnrd to restric
tions against the Asiatic enteling thnt country. Denting with the position 
of Natnl, the Hon. Member snid that if Notal had made a mistoke in the 
past and Natal had seen that it was a mistake, ·South Africa should srr whnt 
could be done to deal with that very important evil which existed in Nutal. 
Continuing, he said that the removal of the disabilities would be nn <•Iwon
ragement to Indians of all classes to stay in South Afri<·a, nnd he thought 
that they should not complicate their problems by the importation of more 
colonr to South Africa. A gentleman whose opinion was vulunhle, told him 
that in time the Free State would be overrun lly coolies, nnd he asked· his 
friends not only to fight for the purpose of keeping the e{)o[ies out of the 
Free State, but to fight so that more might not enter South Aflica. Messrs. 
Gandhy and company had told them that this £3 tax business was m•r<•ly 
the beginning, and that what they were aiming at wns cqunlity with the white 
man and for the franchise. He read an intel"l'iew which had taken plate 
with Mr. Polak, who said that they wanted the assurance from the Mini•ter 
that the Immigration Act would he •ympothetically administen•d. He also 
snid that the acceptance of the Bill did not mean the abrogation of the elnim 
to civil equality in South Africa. He thought that the member• from the 
Free Stnte were opposed to any lightening of the burdens on Asinti<·s. 

As n convinced opponent of the admis.<ion of Asiatics into South Aflicn, 
he would oppose ony loosening of the bonds. Instead of sitting thoro and 
considering the question of removing disabilities on Asiatics in South Afri<~, 
they ought to be considering legislation which would repatriate nlllthesc 
Asiatics thnt we had in this country. He would vote again•t this Bill; lw- ~ 
cause he believed that in removing these disabilities they were opening the 
door further to the admission of Asiatic•s into South A f'rien. 

Mr. F. II. P. Creswell (Joppc) said thot the Hon. member for Pieter· 
)lnritzhurg, North, knew as well as he (Creswell) did that this was the only 
stage nt which it was competent for thm to move an amendment indicating 
their objection to the Government men.,ure, on the ground ther.:; wns no 
provision for expenditure in a certain direction, which they believed abso
lutely necessary to mnke the policy of this Bill cflident. It was perfectly 
open to the Minister in committee to propose an nmen<lment to strengthen 
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Clause 6 by offering distinct monetary indue2ment to any Ind:ans who were 
prepared to emigrate back to their nwn country. With regard to the sec~nd 
point, about which Mr. Speaker had some doubt, the question of the nn
portntion of further indentured labour, they anticipated, approving ns they 
did in the main of this Bill, that the main effect of the abolition of the £3 
tax was going to be a distinct blow at the In~•ntured Indian Labour system. 
The effect would be that the planters, if they wished to retain their Indians, 
wonld probably have to pay them higher wages. They knew that influences 
wonld be brought to bear on the Government, to which the Govertnnent wonld 
always find itself amendable to depart from their present stated policy of 
refusing to allo'v any further indentured supply to supplement the supply of 
labour, which would be found to be running short. In two years' time they 
might have pressure brnugbt to bear on the Government to cause some other 
experiment to be tried. They on the cross benches did not want one form o£ 
indentured labour tn be superseded by another; what they did want was that 
the Government should recognise that the difficulty was of our own causmg, 
and that we must spend nioney to induce as many Indians as possible to 
return. Tben, no longer under the fear of a continually advancing tide of 
Indian population, but with the stream flowing the other way, we should 
be able to deal with the whole matter in a. calmer and wiser ~pirit. 

Mr. J. G Kcyter (Ficksburg) said to him it appeared that there was no 
hardship in the contracts signed by the Indians. But now it seemed that the 
Indians wished this house to alter the contracts which they themselves had 
entered into. After baving concluded the indentures they had to submit to 
a certain pnss, for which they had to pay £3. There were no real griev
vnnces. What were called grievances were what the Indians were told by 
agitators like Gandhi & Co. If the collection of the tax was difficult, where 
the Magistrate had to hand out the pnss to the Indians for which he was 
paid 3 lbs. then he wondered how other taxes were to be collected. Surely, the 
Magistrate had a list of those people, and if they did not pay, there was the 
police. If the tax was not collected, why then was it not! How conld, 
in these circumstances, the Government complain of lack of Revenue f How 
did Gandhi, Polak & Co. know of this Bill, he asked, even before this House 
knew anything about it! He disagreed with the statement of the Hon. 
member for Lndybrand, that Indians still entered the Free State. Since the 
passage of last years' Act, he wished to say, to the credit of the Minister 
of Finance, that no Indians had entered the Free State. (Hear, hear). He 
quoted the cnse of an Indian who had been sent back from Ficksburg to 
Cradock. It was simply a matter of Administration, and he wished to tell 
Mr. Gandhi that if he with his followers entered the Free State he would 
quickly be thrown over the borders. In conclusion, Mr. Keytcr said that 
he could not vote for this Bill, nnd that he did not sec any necessity to im
pose fresh taxation, Eaeing that such a large source of Revenue wns neglected 
nnd ignored. 

The Minister of the Interior (General Smuts), in !eplying on the 
debate, said he bad heard many arguments in the course of the debate, but 
very few indeed against that Bill. The whole force of the arguments had 
been directed against the policy-the fatal, suicidal policy adopted by the 
Natal people many, many years ago. That policy had been condemned 
there more strongly by the Natal members than by members from any other 
part of the Union. If Natal had made a mistake many years ago, and bad 
been trying to undo that mistake by ~rying to pnss impossible legislation, thnt 
did not absolve them from doing thell" duty. They found that it was possible 
to-dny to arrive at a solution-the subject W.l;l a difficult one, and the matter 
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had cost a great deal of trouble already, but to-day they thought they could 
como to some finality. Hon. McJl!bers asked what reason bud be or tho 
Government for supposing that some finality might be reached m the matter. 
Well, they had heard from the Government of India that they were satisfied 
with the repo'rt of that Commission, and that if that report were passed they 
would look upon it, from their point of view, as satisfactory. If the people 
of that country could come to some solution which could be approved of by 
the Government of England, as it bad been approved of by the Government 
Qf India, they had gone a long way towards the solution of the difficulty, 
It was said would the Indians accept it! The Hon. Minister went on to 
quote from an article in "Indian Opinion" of June 3, where the Bill was 
1·eferred to, and otl)el' administrative nctiolllj which had been tnkeu in tenns of 
.the report of the Commission. The article wound up by saying that the 
struggle that bad gone on for years, and bad meant Pnormous losses and 
suffering to the community, might be said to be honourably closed. 

He thought therefore that they might assume, whatever might lie in the 
distant future, that if that Bill were passed, aud the Government carried into 
effect the other recommendations of the Commission, then they might assume 
that they would have peace. The Hon. Mem~<r for Grcyville had moved an 
amendment, the object of which was to go a good den! further. He (the 
Minister) thought the Hon. member wanted more effective steps takcu to see 
the Indians in this cOuntry repatriated, and no fu1'ther. Indian labour brought 
here. To the last point no assurance was necessary, unless something quite un· 

· foreseen happened no Indentured Indian labour would come into South 
Africa again. With regard to the other l"·int, to secure repatriation he 
might sny that the Government would go a long way to secure that point 
of view. From what he had heard, it was the universal opinion, not only 
of the people of South Africa, but also of the people of Natal, who three 
years ago sent a deputation to beg on its knees that the embargo should be 
removed, and more Indians brought into N alai. He could assure Hon. 
Members from N atnl that the Government would do all in its power to get 
Natal out of the mire. They were at a very late stage of the session, and 
they were detcnnined to get the Bill through. If they over-loaded this Bill 
with repatriation provisions they would cause trouble. Let them deal with 
that matter separately, and on its merits. The Government would favour 11 
policy of that kind, and go a long way to sec it carried out. He hoped that 
the Hon. Members on the cross-benches would not therefore shelter themselves 
bchi!!d this amendment, because the Bill went a lo.1g way in the direction they 
desired. He thought the Government was proposing to take the right course, 
and be hoped the House would stand loyally by the Goveflllllent. 

Mr. Speaker put the question that all the words after "that," propOi<ed 
to be omitted from the original motion for the Second Reading of the Bill, 
stand part of the motion, and declared that the "Ayes" had it. 

Mr. C. A. Van Niekerk (Boshof) called for a division, which was taken 
with the following result: 

Ayes ........................••••••.••• 60 
Noes ...........•..................•... 24 

··-
Majority for the motion • . .. • • .. • .. .. .. .. • 36 

It was therefore decided that the words thould stand. 
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'rhe following voted in the minority: Jliessrs. Clayton, My burgh, Keyter, 
Henwood, Henderson, D. H. W. Wessels, Magincss, Hnggar, Andrews, H. P. 
Sampson, Cresswell, Madclcy, E. N. Grobl~r, Fa wens, Wools-Sampson, 
Lcnehnrs, Fichardt, H. P. Serfontein, H. "W. Serfontein, J. H. B. Wessels, 
Van Niekcrk, P. G. W. Grobler1 Wilcoeks, and Boydell. · 

SENATOR MARSHALL CAMPBELL'S SPEECH 
Senator Marshall Campbell said that he rose with very great pleasure 

to support the Bill. He had always looked upon the treatment of Indians 
as very cruel and unjust as regards that special licence upon them. It had 
been a mistake to get them into Natal. (Hear, bear.) It was a very great 
mistake. The Imperial, Colonial and Indian Governments had come to an 
agreement on each occasion, but as time went on it had been found that the 
agreement did not work as it should, and they had now come to a time when 
they must very seriously look into the matter. It seemed to him so unjust 
that 11 very small section of the Indian community in Natal should be spe
cially taxed who were more industrious and useful, and produced more than 
all the other Indians put together; and. to put a tax on these people seemed 
to him to be totally unfair. One section of the community-the planters, look· 
cd upon the licence with the greatest pleasure because they anticipated that 
the men would be forced to re-indenture; and they all knew that an indentured 
man was more valuable than the free man, just as a slave was more valuable 
than an indentured man. The law was bad because there had been no Ma
chinery for collecting the licence. A timid man would pay the licence, and 
another would not, and the Government servants wnuld have money deducted 
from their wages. He did not think that more than 6 or 7 per cent. of tho 
Indians from whom the money was due bad paid the licence. If an Indian 
bad a grudge against another he would say that the man had not paid his 
licence. There.. were no means of collecting the money, and if an Indian did 
not pay it, he could be committed for contempt of Court. He said that it 
was a mistake to have brought these men to Natal, but having done so they 
must treat them fairly. (Hear, hear.) These Indian traders about whom 
they beard so much had been encouraged by large merchants and bankers. 
He had asked a Banker once whether a certain Indian was reliable, and the 
reply was that be had an o,•er-draft of £41,000. (Laughter.) Senator 
Campbell, proceeding, said that these traders had been given every credit, 
and had paid for goods which they obtained from merchants in Durban and 
l\[aritzburg; but Inter, when they had started importing themselves from 
England and the Continent, the cry had been raised that their competition 
was ruinous. He had stood alone before in Natal against taxing that section 
only. It might. surprise Hon. Senators to hear that it was only 10 or 15 per 
cent. of the Indians of Natal who worked for the sugar planters. Government 
and the Corporation also were very great sinners, and the coal mines in 
importing Indians. In nearly every house in Natal the servants were 'In
dians. The people who cried most were the people who had made a great 
deal of money, and the comfort of whose house was due to a great deal of 
Indian servants. He hoped that no other Senator would sp•nk as Senator 
Win~er bad spoken. ~t was not .the feeli.ng of Natal only that they had to 
consider, but the feehng also of the Umon and the Imperial Government 
The Bill was a very necessary and a just one, and he hoped it would b~ 
passed. They hn.i some very rough things in sight ~ that Bill were not 
passed. He could support the Bill with all hia heart) 
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THE SETTLEMENT 
The following correspondence between :r.Ir. Gandhi and General 

Smuts, in confirmation of a series of interviews, constitutes a perfnct 
understanding between the Government and the Indian community in ro· 
gard to those administrative matters wh1eh do not come under tho In· 
dians' Relief Bill:-

Dear Mr. Gandhi, 

Department of the Interior, 
Capetown, Cape of Good Hope, 

30th June, 1914. 

Adverting to the discussions yon have lately had with General 
Smuts on the subject of the position of the Indian community in the Union, 
at the first of which you expressed yourself as satisfied with the provisions 
of the Indians' Relief Bill and accepted it as a definite settlement of the 
points, which required legislative action, at issue between that community 
and the Government; and at the second of which you submitted for tho 
consideration of the Government a list of other matters requiring adminis
trative action, over and above those specifically dealt with in that Bill; I 
am desired by General Smuts to state with l'~fcrcnce•to those matters 
that:- · . 

(1) He sees no difficulty in arranging that the Protector of indian 
Immigrants in Natal will in futnre issue to every Indian who is subject 
to the provisions of Natal Act 17 of 1895, on completion of his period of 
indenture, or r<~·indenture, a certificate of discharge, free of charge, simi
lar in form to that issued under the provisions of Section 106 of Natal Law 
No. 25 of 1891. 

(2) On the question of allowing existing plural wives and tho chil· 
dren of such wives to join their husbands (or fathers) in South Africa, no 
difficulty will be raised by the Government if on enquiry, it is found, as you 
stated, that the number is a very limited one. 

(3) On administering the provisions of Section (4) (1) (a) of the 
Union Immigrants' Regulation Act No. 22 of 1913, the practice hitherto 
existing at the Cape will be continued in respect of South African-hom 
Indians who seek to enter the Cape Province, so long as the movement of 
such persons to that Province assumes no greater dimensions than has 
been the case in the past; the Government, however, reserve the right, as 
soon as, the number of such entrants sensibly increase, to apply the provisions 
of the Immigration Act. 

(4) In the case of the "specially exempted educated entrants into the 
Union,"(i.e., the limited number who will be allowed by the Government 
to enter the Union each year for some purpose connected with the general 
welfare of the Indian Community), the declarations to be made by such 
persons will not be required at Provincial borders, as the general declara
tions which are made in terma of Section 19 of the Immigrants' Regula· 
tion Act at the port of entry nrc sufficient. 

(5) Those Indians who have been admitted within the last three years, 
either to the Cape Province or Natal, after passing the education testa 
imposed by the Immigration Laws which were in force therein prior to 
the coming into effect of Act 22 of 1913, but who, by rea.son of the word• 
ing of Section 30 thereof, are not yet regarded as being "domiciled" in 
the sense in which that term is defined in the Section in question, shall, 
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in the event of their absenting themselves temporarily from the Provmc& 
in which they are lawfully resident, he treated, on their retnrn, as if tha 
tenn "domicile" as so defined did apply to them. 

(6) Be will submit to the Minister of Justice the cases of those per·. 
sons who have been in the past convicted of "bona fide passive re~~tance 
offenders" (a term which is mutually understood) and that he ant1c1pates 
no objection on Mr. De Wet's part to the suggestion that convictions for 
such offences will not be issued by the Government against such persons in 
the future. 

(7) .A. document will be issued t<> every "specially exempted educated 
entrant" who is passed by the Immigration Officers under the instructions 
of the Minister issued under Section 25 of Act No. 22 <>£ '1913. 

(8) All the recommendations of the Indian Grievances Commission 
enumerated at the conclusion of their Report, which remain over and above 
the points dealt with in the Indians' Rchef Bill will be adopted by the 
Government; and subject to the stipulation contained in the last paragraph 
of this lette1· the necessary further action in regard to those matters will be 
issued without delay. 

· With regard to the administration of existing laws, the Minister de
sires me to say that it always has been and will continue to be the desire 
of the Government to see that they are administored in a just. manner and 
with duo regard to vested rights. 

ln conclusion, General Smuts desires me to say that it is, of eourst, 
understood, and he wishes no doubts on the subject to remain, that the 
plncing of the Indians' Relief Bill on the Statute Book of tho 
Union, coupled ·with the fulfilment of the assurance he is giving 
in this letter in regard to the other matters referred to here
in, touched npon at the recent interviews, will constitute a 
complete and final settlement of the controversy which has 
unfortunately existed for so long, and will be unreservedly accepted as 
~ncb by tho Indian community. 

1( K. Gandhi, Esq., 
• Buitencingel, 

Cape Town. 

Dear Mr. Gorges, 

I am etc., 
(Sd). E. M. GORGES 

7, Buiteneingel, 
Cape Town, 30th J nne 1914. 

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of even date herewith setting 
f~rth the .substance of the inte~iew that General Smuts was pleased, not· 
Withstanding many other pressmg calls upon his time ~o grant me on Sa
tu~d~y last. I feel de~ply grate~ul fo: the J?atience and courtesy which the 
MIDlSter showed durmg the discllSS10n of the several points submitted 
by me.. . 

The passing of the Indians' Relief Bill and this correspondence finally 
closed the Passi:ve Resistance ?truggle wh~ch commenced in the September 
of 1906 an~ wh1ch to the lndtnn commnmty cost much physical suffering 
and . pecu'!1ary loss and to the Government mncb anxious thought and 
cons1derabon. 

!>-s the Minister is a~are1 some of tny coun<Tymen have wished me to 
~ further. ~hey are d1ssat1sfied that the Trado Licences Lnws of the 
different Provmces, The Transvaal Gold Law, the Transvaal Townships Act, 
t.he Transvaal Law 3 of 1885 have not been altered so as to give them full 
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rights of residence, trade and ownership of land. Some of them are dissa
tisfied that full inter-provincial migration is.not permitted, and some are 
aissntisfiod that on the marriage question the Relief Bill goes no further 
than it does. They have asked me that all the above matters might be 
included in the Passive &sistanee struggle. I have been unable to comply 
with their wishes. Whilst, therefore, they have not been ineludod in tho 
programme of Passive Resistance, it will not be denied thnt some day ot· 
other these ;matteu will require further and sympathetic consideration by 
the Government. Complete satisfaction cannot be expected until full 
civic rights have been conceded to the resident Indian population, 

I have told my countrymen that they will have to exercise patience 
and by all honourable means at their disposal educate public opinipn so 
ns to enable the Government of the day to go further than the present cor· 
respondence docs. I shall hope that when the Europeans of South A fries 
fully appreciate the fact that .now, as the importation of indentured la· 
bour from India is prohibited and as the Immigrant's Regulation Act of 
last year has in practice all but stopped further free Indian Immigration, 
and that my countrymen do not aspire to any political ambition, they, tho 

• Europeans, will see the justice and indeed the necessity of mY, countrymer 
heing granted the rights I have just referred to. 

Meanwhile, if the generous spirit that the Government have applied to 
the treatdtent of the problem during the past few months continues to be 
applied, as promised in your letter, in the administration of tho c¥istint; 
laws, I am quite certain that the Indian community throughout the Union 
will be able to enjoy some measure of pence and never be n source of 
trouble to the Government. 

E. M. Gorges, Esq., 
Department of the Interior, 

Capetown. 

THE END 

lam, 

Yours faithfully, 

(Sd). M. K. GANDHI. 

A struggle of eight years' duration hn.s at last finally closed. The In· 
dinns' Relief Bill and the correspondence between the Government and 
Ml'. Gandhi embody a complete and mntunlly sati.fnctory and honourable 
settlement of the problems that were affected by the passive rcsi•tanco 
movement. For this happy ending we have to thank the Imperial, Indian 
and Union Governments, the Motherland, guided and moved by Mr. G~k· 
hale, and Mr. Andrews' mission. The sufferings of thousands of Passh·e 
Resisters, the Martyrdom of Valliamah, Narayanaswamy, Nagappan, and 
Harbntsingh brought these forces into being· Passive Resistance, 811 a 
lawful weapon, has thus once more been vindicated. The lengthy reference 
made by Lord Gladstone to the settlement shows its importance. We are 
grentful to His Excellency for clearly placing before the people of South 
Africa the Imperial aspect. 
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It ttow remains for tho Union Government to follow up this happy 
solution of n dillicult problem of n :sympathetic and ,just administration of 
the laws that affect the Indian community and for the latter to sho r, by 
its action thnt it is ever worthy of just treatmet•t. If the community is 
permitted to enjoy rest, it will be possible to lind lUI easy method of deal
ing with the matters dealt with in Mr. Gandhi's letter and which some day 
m· other will demand attention in order that the resident population may 
be restored to the ordinary rights of citizenship. I•'or 1t must not be for
gotten that, though there is cause for thankfulness in that the most press
mg grievances have been removed, we shall still labour under legal di~
abilities which intense colour prejudice has brought into being. Admims
trntion of trade licence laws, largely on rndal lines, the deprivation of the 
righb to own land in the Trnnsvnnl, the precarious position under the Trans
vaal Gold Law, intet··provincial restrictions-these and many other such 
limitations of our liberty show how true were Lord Gladstone's words when 
he snid that the Indians' Relief Bill did but the barest justice, indeed, it 
can only be taken us au instalment and ns an eumest of the future. Tho 
struggle will, therefore, hnve done mudt more than gh·c us the Bill and 
the administrative measures, if it has also altered the repressh·e pohcy 
of the Government to a progressive one, such that we may look forward• 
to 11 steady improvement in the future. 

FAREWELL TO Mr. AND Mrs. GANDHI AT DURBAN 
The s]mdous Town Hall of Durban has only once before--on the 

occasion of the reception of the Hon. Mr. Gokhale-becn the. scene of 
such a large and enthusiastic Indian gathering as assembled there to bid 
farewell to Mr. and Mrs. Gandhi and Kallenbnch ou their departure to 
England cnroute to India. The liody of the Hall, with the two galleries, 
was quite full. There was also a fair number of Europeans present. 

The Mnyor (1\[r. W. Holmes) p1·csided, and was supported on the plat
form by a number of Europeans, as well as leading Indians. Among the 
former were the Rev. Hodson and A. A. Baillie, lllessrs. C. S, Jameson, 
Karl Gundclfinger, BnlllDnun, Otto Sicdlc, F. A. Laughton, K. C. Eugene 
Hennnd, and A. H. 1\lichcl. · • 

Telegrams of apology for non-attendance were received from the 
Bishop of Nntal, General Botlm, Mr. Smuts, .l\Ir. J. X. Merriman Mr. 
Burtons (Minister of Railways and Harbours), Sir Thomas Smartt; :Mr. 
W. H. Hosken, Senator Morshall Campbell, and many Indians in different 
parts of tho country. 

The ccromony of gnorlanding and presenting bouquets to Mr. and Mrs. 
Gandhi and the Mayor took place amid applause. 

A telcgrnm was rend from Mr. Kallenbach regretting his inability 
and asking Mr. Gandhi to thank the friends on his behalf fo1· the address 
presented to him. 

T~e Mn~·or silid ~t g~vc h~m much plca.sure to _presid~ at the public 
reeci!hon to Mr. M. K. !'nudln ou the ocoas10n. of Ins lcanng their shores 
on Ins retum to Ius n~ti\'C .land. llh. Gaudin 'II' as persoually known to 
a largo ~umber of the tulmbttants of Durban for mauy years past. Speak· 
iug of him as a burgess of Durban he (the Mayor) could state that through· 
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out his residence ninot1gst the!!) Mr. Gandhi wns nlwnys held in tbe bighest 
esteem by all sections of the community. (Applnuse.) It WIIS u mntter for 
regret to the. official section of the community when Mt·. Gandhi left Dur
ban in 1904, and t·eliuquished the un-official position which he held Ill! 

the representative of the Indian community in Durban. In that position 
he was glad to testify that Mr. ·Gandhi rendered invnluuble service to 
the whole eonunuuity~partietllnl'ly on the occnsiott of the outbreuk of bu
bonic plnguc, when his e01·dial co-operation witlt the Hcnllh Committee 
enabled the authorities to stump out the disense very mpidly. As Mayor 
of Durban he w11s preoludc<f from making reference to Jib-. Gaud hi's poli
tical career, but he could state thnt he honoured him as n man, and appre
ciated the wholehcmtedness of his efforts to alleviate t!t~ condttions of h;s 
(ellow-Indimts. During the course of that afternoon, he the (.Mayor) re
ceived a number of telegrams chiefly emanating· from Johannesburg, protest• 
ing against that t•eception, and stating that the Indian community were 
not satisfied with the Relief Bill. With that matter be had no con~ern, 
but he wns given to understand that, so fur as tho Indian Community of 
Durban was concerned, that demonstration in honour of Mr. Gandhi was 
perfectly unanimous. (Applause) . 

llfr. A. Christopher then read the addrewof the Reception Committee 
to llfr. and lift'S. Gandhi which was presented by the Mayor. . The address 
was signed by 1\Ir. C. H. A. Jhaveri, Chairman; J\fessi'S. G. H. 1\liankhan, 
and V. Lawrence, Trcasm·crs; and Messrs. Abdul Hack Kaji, .Laznms Gab
l'icl, and A. Christopher, Secretaries. 

Mr. Joseph Roynppen read the speed! of the Chairman of the Heeep
tion Committee in which reference was made to l\Ir. Gandhi's va!'ious 
activities in Natal and the Transvaal, ail!! as lender of the Passive Re
sistance movement. Iu referrin~ to some of the chief landmarks in l\Ir, 
Gandhi's ca~:eer, he said, "l'hc first and foremost. of these is that our 
brother set out on his life work to conquer hutc by love. If any doubt 
this, he has but to turn to the puges of n small pumphlet issued by him 
on his first return to Iudia now nearly 20 y<"ars ngo. There our lender 
has set forth the teaching that envy, hatred, and malice, emanating from 
whatever causes should be met and cuu only be wiped out by an abundant 
love. How he has won with his weapon of pence i& known to the world 
to-day in the pain and suffering of himself nrul his followers in the b'l'cat 
Passive Resistance movement. The second beacon light of his life hns 
been a complete elincement of the self. Here we find our brother, in aU 
his life and thought and action, laying nside self and eonsillerations o! 
self. With him it has ever been his brother first and lust, all!! himself not 
at all. The third feature of his life has been a calm fearlessness. An 
aspect o£ this characteristic is seen in his work during the Boer W nr 
and the .outbreak of Plngue in Johannesburg. In the midst of pain and 
suffering, his own life counted with him for nothing, but the life of thP. 
meanest being, a preeious thing, \Vorthy the price of his own". . 

Further addre&•es were presented from the .Indim• ~ Women's A&<oeia· 
tion, Indian Women's Snbha, Colonial-born Indians, Anjuman Islam, Shri 
Hindi Jigyasn Snhhn, DL,triet Indian Association, Tamil Jllahajnnn Snbhn, 
Mahomednn Mastic Society, Zoroastrian Anjuman,. Gnjaratih Community, 
N ewenstle Indians, Dnunhnuster Indians and others. . · 

Addresses were also presented to Mr. Kallenbach by the Natal Indiau 
Association, Anjuman Islam and Zonrnstrian Anjuman. 

The llfnyor then called upon Mr. F. A. Langhton, K. C., to addre.'!S 
the meeting. Mr. Gandhi, he said, l>elonged to the same profession a.s him
self and there has gt·own between them a bond of friendship, which had 
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grown stronger and stronger. Mr. Gandhi's conrage he had never see1 
excelled-he doubted whether he had ever seen it equalled 
Selfishness, Mr. Gandhi had none; he had sacri~ced every 
thing to his people, whom he loved, and he left as poor a man as when b1 
came to this country. His principles were such that he could tn1s· 
him among all the men he had known. He advised his Indian friends to b1 
guided by the principles which had led Mr. Gandhi. 

The Rev. Mr. Hodgson congratulated the Indian community upon tlu 
success which bad attended Mr. Gandhi's efforts on tbeir behalf. It wm 
a matter for thanks-giving that the troubles had been settled for somE 
time to come. He was impressed by Mr. Gandhi's fearlessnes~. He wm 
ready not only to write and speak of sacrifice, but he was prepared to suffer 
and he believed, even to die. He (the speaker) would welcome the da~ 
when there would be, in tbe words of a great South African statesman, 
"equal rights for every civilised man South of the Zambesi. " 

Mr. Fred Bell as one who had worked with the Indian co.m:muuity oJ 
Durban for over thirty-three years, wished to add a word of appreciation• 
He referred to the marriage question as being one of the greatest of th~ 
gricva'\ces and he was glad that the matter was satisfactorily :Settled. 

Mr. Gandhi, in rctuming thanks, first explained wby he appeared 
in the mourning costume which he had been wearing since the time of the 
strike. He hoped that they would forgive him for appearing in the 
strange costume, which he had adopted on his premature discharge from 
prison, as n sign of mourning. That mourning had gone, yet he retained the 
costume, and as the alternative was for him to wear the evening dt·ess, he 
felt· that in the mental attitude which possessed him at that moment 
be could not 1·endcr a greater ·respect for them than in appearing as he 
did. (Cheers.) Referring to the addl·csscs which had been presented to 
him, he said that, while he Yalued them, be valued more the love and sym
pathy which the addresses had expressed. He did not know that he 
would be able to make adequate .compensation. He did not deserve all 
the praise bestowed upon him. Nor did his wife claim to deserve all that 
bad been said of her. Many an Indian woman had done greater service 
during the struggle than Mrs. Gandhi. He thanked the community on 
behalf of Mr. Kallenbach, who was another brother to him, for the lld
d•·esscs presented. The community had done well iu recognising Mr. 
Kallenbach's worth. Mr. Kallenbach would tell them that he came to the 
struggle to gain. He considered that, by taking up their cause, he gained 
n great deal in the truest sense. Mr. Kallenbach bad done splendid work 
dnring the strike at New Castle and, when the time came, he cheerfully 
went to prison, again thinking he wa.~ the gainer and not the loser. Pro
ceeding Mr. Gandhi referred to the time of his nrrival in 1897 when his 
friend Mr. Laughton bad stood by him against the mob. He also remem
bered with gratefulness the action of Mrs. .Alexander, the wife of the late 
Superintendent of Police in Dnrban, who protected him with her umbrella 
from the missiles thrown by the excited crowd. Referring to Passive 
Resistance, he claimed that it was a weapon oJ: the pw·
est type. It was not the weapon of the weak. It needed in 
bis. opinion, far greater conrage to be a Passiv? Resister than a physical 
res1ster. It was the conrage of a Jesus, a Dame!, a Cronmer a Latimer 
and a Ridley who could go calmly to suffering and death, and' the conrag~ 
of 11 Tolstoy who dared to defy the Czllnl of Russin, that stood out as the 
greatest. Mr. Gandhi said that the Mayor had received some telegrams 
stating that the Indians' Relief Bill was not satisfactory. It would b~ 
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a singular thing if. in this world they would be able to get anything that 
satisfied ·every body, but in 'the ·condition of thinb'S in South Africa at the 
present time he was cettnin they could not have had a better measure. "I 
do not claim the credit for it," Mr. Gandhi remarkeu. · 'lt is rather duo 
to the women and youngpeople like ~agappa", Narayanasamy, and Valli· 
amah who have ~lied for the cause and to those who quickened tho con
•ciencc of South Africa. Our thanks are also due to the Union Govern· 
mcnt. General Botha showed the great statesmanship when he said that his 
Government would stand· or fall by this measure. I followed the whole 
of that historic debate-historic to me, historic to my countrymen, and pos
sibly historic to ~onth Africa and the world. ·Proceeding, Mr, Gandhi said 
it wus well-known to them how the Government had done justice, and 
how the· Opposition had come to their assistance. They bad also received 
handsome help· from both the Imperial and Indian Governments, backed by 
'that generous ·Viceroy, Lot·d Hnrdinge. (Cheers.) The manner in which 
India, led by their great and distinguished countryman Mr; Gokhale, had 
responded to the cry which came from the hearts of thousands of their 
~ountrymcn in South Africa, was one of the results of the Passive Resis· 
tance· movement, and 'left, he hoped, no bitter traces or bitter memories. 
(Applause.)' "This nssurancc", continued Mr. Gandhi, "I wish to give. 
I go away with no illwill against a single European. I have received 
many hard knocks in my life, but here I admit that I have received those 
lnost precious' ~fts from Europeans-love and sympathy". (Cheers,) 

This settlement, he said, had been achieved after an eight years' 
struggle. · . Indians in South Africa had never aspired to any political 
ambition, and as· regards the social question, that could never arise in 
connection with the Indians, "J do not hold for one moment," Mr. Gandhi 
exclaimed, "that East and West cannot combine. I think the day is 
coming·when East must meet West, or West meet East, tnt I think the 
social evolution of the West to-day lies in one channel, and that of the 
Indian in another channel. The Indians ha~e no wish to-day to encroach 
on· the social 'institutions of tho Europeans in South Africa. (Cheers), 
Most Indians nrc natural traders. There are bound to he trade jenlousie' 
and those various things tl1at como from competition, I have never been 
able to find a' solution of this most difficult problem, which will rcquil"ll the 
'Jroad-mindedness and spirit of justice of the Government of South Africa 
to hold the balance between conflicting interests", Referring to his stay 
in South Africa, Mr. Gandhi said that he should retain the most sacred 
memories' o!tliis land. He had been fortunate in forming the happiest and 
most lasting friendships with both Europeans and Indians. He was now 
returning: to ·India-a holy land, sanctified by the austerities of the ages. 
J n conclusion, Mr. Gandhi hoped that the same love and sympathy which 
had been given to him in South Africa might be extended to him, no 
matter in what part of the world he might be. He hoped that the set
tlemcrit embodied in the Indian Relief's Bill would be carried out in a 
spirit of broadmindedness and justice in the administration' of the laws 
lately passed in connection with the affairs of the Indian community. 
"Then," added Mr. Gandhi, "there will be no fear on the part of my 
countryl!len in their social evolution. That is one of the lessons of tbP. 
settlement, " 



FAREWELL TO MR. AND MRS. GANDHi 
AT JOHANNESBURG 

Mr. Gandhi's Speech 
Johannesburg ;vas not a new place to him. He saw mBny friendly bees 

there, many who had worked w!th him in many struggles in. Johannesburg. 
He had gone through much in hfe. A great deal of depression and sonow 
had been his lot but be had also learnt during all those years to love Johan· 
ncsburg even though it was a mining camp· .It w~ in J ohannes~url? that 
the foundation for the great struggle of passtve reststanee was ln1d m the 
September of 1906. It was in Johannesburg that he had found a friend, 
a gnide and a biographer in the l~te Mf'· Doke. It was in Joh_anncsbnrg t~~t 
he had found in Mrs. Doke a lovmg Sister, who had nursed him back to hfe 
when he had been assaulted by a countryman who had misunderstood his 
mission and who misunderstood what he had done. It was in Johannesburg 
that he had found a Kallenbach, a Polak, a Miss Schlesin and many another 
who had always helpejl him and had always cheered him and his countrymen. 
Johannesburg therefore had the holiest associations of all the holy associa
tions that Mrs. Gandhi and he, would cany back to India; and as he had 
already said on many another platform South Africa next to India, would 
be the holiest land to him and to Mrs. Gandhi and to his children, for, in 
spite of all the bitternesses, it had giYen them those lifelong companions. It 
was in Johannesburg again that the European Committee had b~en formed 
when Indians were going through the darkest stage in their history, presided 
over then, as it still was, by Mr. Hosken. It was last, but not least, Joban· 
nesburg that had given Valliamma, that young girl, whose picture rose before 
him even as be spoke, who bad died in the cause of Truth. Simple-minded 
in faith, she had not the knowledge that he had, she did not know what 
Passive !Wsistance was, she did not know what it was the community would 
gain, but she was simply taken up with unbounded enthusilll!m for · her 
people, went to guo!, came out of it a wreck, and within a few days died. It 
was Johannesburg again that produced a Nagappan and Narayanaswamy, 
two lovely youths, hnnlly out of their teens, who also dted. But both Mrs. 
Gnndbi and be stood living before tltem. He and Mrs. Gandhi had worked 
in the lime-light;· those others liBd wor(\ed behind the scenes not knowing 
where they were going, except this, that what they were doing was right and 
proper, ani!, if any praise was due anywhere at all, it was due tc those three 
who died. They bad !tad the name ~f H~rba~sing given ~o th~m; He (the spes· 
ker) had had the pnvelcge of servmg lntpnsonment Mth h1m. Harbatsingh 
wss 75 years old. He was an· ex-indentured Indian, and when he (the 
speaker) asked him why he had come there to seek his 
grave, the brave man replied. "What doc8 it matterf I know what you are 
fighting for. You have not to pay the £3 tax but fellow ex-indentured 
Indians have to pay that tax, and what more glorious death could I meet f" 
He had met that death itt the gaol at Durban. No wonder if Passive Resis
tance had fired and quickened the conscienc-e of South Africa. . . 

But, proceeded Mr. Gandhi, he eo~curt'ed with Mr. Duncan in an article 
he wrote some years ago, wl.ten he analysed the struggle, and said that behind 
that st"!gg!e for concret~ r1ghts )ay the great spirit which asked for an abs
tract pnnc!ple, and tl!e fight wh1ch was undertaken in 1906 although it was 
a figh~ ~gamst a parhcular law, was a fight undertaken in order to combat 
the sptnt ~hat was sce.n about. ~o oversh!ldo~v the whole o~ South Africa and 
to undemune the glonous Bntish t'Onshtuhon, of which the Chairman had 
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spoken so loftily that evening, and about which he shared his views. It was 
his knowledge, right or wrong, of the British Constitution which bound him 
to the Empire. Tear that Constitution to shreds and his loyalty also would 
be torn to shreds. Keep that Constitution intact and they held him bound 
a slave to that Constitution. He had felt that the cboice lay for himself 
and his fellow-countrymen between two courses, when this spirit was brooding 
over South Africa, either to sunder tbemseh·es from the British Constitution, 
or to fight in order that the ideals of that Constitution might be preserved
only the ideals. Lord Ampthill had said in a profaee to Mr. Doke 's book 
that the theory of the British Constitution must be preserved at any cost if 
the British Empire was to be saved from the mistakes thnt all the previous 
Empires had made. Practice might bend to the temporary aberration through 
which local circumstances might compel them to pass, it might bend before 
unreasoning or unreasonable prejudice1 but theory once recognised, could 
never be departed from and this principle must be maintained nt any cost. 
And it was that spirit which had been acknowledged now by the Union Gov
ernment, and acknowledged too, nobly and loftily. 1'he words that General 
Smuts so often emphasised still rang in his ears, He had said "Gandhi, this 
time we want no misunderstanding, we want no mental or other reservations, 
let nil the cards be on the table and I want. you to tell me wherever you think 
that a particular passage or word does not read in accordance with your 
own reading," and it was so. That was the spirit in which he approached 
the negotiations. When he remembered General Smuts of a few years ago, 
who told Lord Crewe that South Africa would not depart from its policy of 
raeial distinction, that it was bound tp retain that distinction, and that there
fore, the sting that lay in this Immigration Law would not be removed, many 
a friend, including Lord Ampthill, asked whether they could not for the 
time being suspend their activity. He had said 'No.' If they did that it 
would undermine his loyalty, and even though he might be the only person 
he would still fight on. Lord Ampthill had congratulated him, and that great 
nobleman had never deserted the cause even when it was at its lowest ebb, 
and they saw the resqlt the other day. They had not by any mealll! to con· 
grntulate themselves on a victory gained. There was no question of a victory 
gained, but the question of the establishment of the principle that, so far 118 
the Union of South Africa at least was concerned, its legislation would never 
~ontain the racial taint, would never contain the racial disability. The prac
tice would certainly be different. There was the Immigration Law. It re
cogni;!ed no racial distinctions, but in practice they had arranged, they had 
given a promise, that there should be no undue influx from India as to Im
migration. That was a concession to present prejudice. Whether it was 
right or wrong was not for him to discu .. then. But it was the establL•hment 
of the principle which had made the struggle so important in the British 
Empire, and the establishment of that principle which had made those suf· 
fcrings perfectly justifiable and perfectly honourable, r.nd he thought that, 
when they considered the struggle from that standpoint it was a perfectly 
dignified Iaing for any gathering to congratulate itself upon •uch a vindi
cation of the principles of the British Constitution. One word of caution 
he wished to utter regarding the settlement. The settlement was honourable. 
to both parties. He did not think that there was any room left for mis
understanding, but, while it was final in the sense that it closed the great 
struggle,, it was not final in the sense that it gave to Indians all that they 
were ent•tled to. There was still the Gold Law which had many a sting in 
it ·There was still the Lieensing Law throughout the Union which also con
tained many a sting. There was still a matter which the colonial-born 
Indians .. peeislly could not understand or appreciate, namely, the water-tight 
compartments in which they had to live; while, there was absolutely free 



inter-communication and inter-migration ,between the .provinces· for , Euro., 
peans, Indians had to be cooped up ,in thei~ z:cspective pr~vinces. The~ ~h~re 
was undue r~straint on their trading actlVIty. There Wj!S the prohibition 
as to holding landed property in the l'ransvnnl, which was 'degrading .and all 
theMe things took Indians into all kinds of undesirable , clumnels. ~l~ese 
restrictions would have to be removed. But for that, he thought, suftie~ent 
patience would have to be exercised. Time was no·,v at their disposal and 
how wonderfully the tone had been chftnged. And there he had been told 
in Capetown, and he believed it implicitly, the spil'it of MI.< Andrews had 
pervaded all those st&tesmen and leading men whom he sa~. He came and 
went away after a brief period, but he certainly fired those whom he saw 
with a sense of their duty to the Empire of whiclt they were members. But, 
in any case, to whatever circumstances that healthy t~ne was due,_ it had not 
e•caped him. He had seen it amongst European frJCnds whom be met at 
Capetown. He had seen it more fully at Durban and this time 'it had been 
his privel~e to meet many Europeans who were perfect strangers ,even on 
board the train, who had come smilingly forward to congratulate hiiD. on what 
they had· called a great victory. Everywhere he bad noticed that healthy 
tone. He asked European friends to continue that activity, either through 
the European Committee or through other channels, and to give hi~ fellow
countrymen their help and extend that fellow-feeling to them also, so that 
they might be able to work out their own salvation. . 

To his countrymen he would say that they should wait and nurs" tbu 
settlement which be considered was all that they could possibly and reasouably 
have expected, and that they would now Jive to see, with the co-operation of 
their European friends, that what was promised was fulfilled, that the admi. 
nistration of the existing laws was just, and that vested rights were respected 
in the administration, that after they had nursed these things, if they culti' 
vated European public opinion, making it possible for the Government of 
the day to grant a restoration of the other rights of which they had been de· 
prived, he did not think that there need be any fear 11bont the future. He 
thought that with mutual eo-operation, with mutual good-will, with due res· 
ponse on the part of either party, the Indian community need ever be " 
source of weakness to that Government or to any other Government. On the 
contrary be had full faith in his countrymen that, if they were well treated 
they would always rise to the occasion and help the Government of the da/ 

And now it was time for him to close his remarks :.nd say a 'few words 
of farewell only. He did not know bow be could express those· words. 1'he 
best years of his life bad been passed in South Africa. India, as his distin· 
gnished co;ontryman, Mr. ~okhale, bad reminded ~~~-had become a strange 
land !"> h1m. ~outh Afnca, !•• knew, ~ut not lndm. He did not know 
what tmpelled him to go to Indta, but he d1d know that the parting from them 
all, the parting from the European friends who had helped him through 
thick and thin, was a heavy blow, and one he was least ~ble to bear and yet 
be knew ~e had to ~art ~m them. He co~ld only say farewell' and ask 
them to gtve him the~ blessmg, to P"!'Y for them thst their heads might not 
be tu~ned by the pra•se the.y ~d re~e~ved, that they might still know how to . 
do tluer duty to the best of tbmr ab1hty, that they might still learn the first, 
the second and the last s~ould be the approbation of their own ·oonscience 

. and that then whatever m1ght be due to them would f~llow i~ it:s own iime. l 

(From tlae Souvenir of tire Passive Resistance lllov~ment ;11 Sottfil 
Africa.) " " 



.FAREWELL to SOUTH AFRICA. 
Just befo~e leaving South 'Africa Mr. Gandhi handed to the Reuter's 

agent at Capetown the following letter addressed to the Indian and European 
public of South Africa:- · 

I would lilui on the eve of my departure for India to say a few words 
to my countrymen in South Africa and also to the European cotnmunity. 
The kindness with which both Enrcpean nnd Indian friends have overwhel
med me sends me to In(iia a debtor to them. It is a debt I shall endeavour to. 
repay by rendering in India what. services I nm capable of rendering there,. 
and if in speaking about the South African Indian question I am obliged 
to refer to the injustices which my countrymen have received and may here
after receive, I promise that I shall never wilfully exaggerate, and shall state 
the truth and nothing but the truth. 

A word. about the settlement, and what it means. In my humble opinion 
it is the Magna Charta of our liberty in this laud. I give it the historic name, 
not because it gives us rights which we have never enjoyed and '\Yhich nre in 
themselves new or striking, but because it has come to us after eight years' 
strenuous suffering that has involved the loss of material possessions and of 
precious lives. I call it our Magna Charta because it murks a change in 
the policy of the Government towards us and establishes our right not only 
to be consulted in mutters aficcting us, but to have our 
rensonable wishes respected. · It moreover confirms the theory ol' 
the British .constitution thnt there should be no legal racial 
inequality between difict•ent subjects of the Crown, · no matter 
how· much practice may vary nceording to local circumstances. 
Above all, the settlement may >fell be called our Magna Charta, because it 
has vindicntctl Passive Resistnn~c as a lawful, clean weapon nud has given iu 
Passive Resistance a new strcng~h to the community; and I consider it an 
infinitely superior force to that of the vote, whieh history S!Jows has often 
been turned against the voters themselves. . · · 

~ . 

. The settlement finally disposes of all the points that were the subject
matter of Passive Resistance, and in doing so it breathes the spirit of ju.stice 
and fair-play. If the same spirit guides the administration of the existing 
laws, my countrym~n will have comparative pence, and South Africa will 
hear little of Indian problem in an acute fonn. , 

Some of my countrymen have protested against it. The number of these 
protestant. is numerically very small and in inlluence not of very great impor
tance. They do not object to what bus been granted, hut they object that it 
is not enough. It is impossible, therefore, to withhold sympathy from them. 
I have had an opportunity of spealdng to them, and I have endeavoured to 
show to them that if we had asked for anything more it would have been a 
breach of submission made on behalf of the British Indians in a letter ndrcss
ed to the Government by Mr. Cnchalia during the latter part of last year and 
we should have laid ourselves open to the charge of making new demands. 

But I have nlso assured them that the present settlement docs not pre
dude them from agitation (as has been maae clenr in my letter to the 
Secretary of the Interior of the 16th. ultimo) for the removal of other 
disabilities whieh the community will still suffer from under the Gold Law, 
the Townships Act, the Law 3 of 1885 of the Transvaal and the Trade Licen
ces Laws of Natal and Cape. The promise made by General Smuts to adminis· 
ter the existing law justly nnd with due regard to vested rights gives the 



community breathing time, but th""e laws are~n thems~lves def~ctive~ and cau 
be, us they have been, turtted it~to engine~ of opprcs~10n ~nd m;trumcnts. by 
indirect means to drive the rcstdent lndmn ·population from South Afr•ea. 
The concession to popular prejudice in tha~ we have reco~cded ou':Selvcs to 
the almost total prohibition by ndm!ttis~rat\v~ mctho~s. of a fresh ~nfl.ux of 
Indian inunigrnnts and to the dcprtvatton of all pobttenl power, ts, 111 my 
opinion, the utmost that could be r~nsonably expected fr~m us. These. two 
things being assured I vmtture to submit that we a\:e entitled to :ful,l ng.hts 
of trade, inter-provincial migration, and ownership o~ .la1!ded prope1-ty bemg 
restored in the not distant futuro. I leave South Afmn m the hope that the 
healthy tone that pervades the European CIJilliJ1Uttity in Sou.th Afric~ to-day 
will continue nnd that it will enable Europeans to recogmse the mhel'ent 
justice of out· submission. To my countrymen I have at various meetings that 
I have addressed during the past fortnight attended in several cases by 
thousands said 'nurse the settlement, see to it that the promises made arc 

' ' . "'- 'I' Z being carried out. Attend to development and progress .u·om Wit un. ea.-
lously _rem~ve nil ~au.scs which. w~ m~y have give!1 for the .rise and ~r~wth 
of nutl-Indtan preJUdice and of ngttntwn, and patwntly eulhvatc and mform 
European Ol>inion so ns to enable the Govcrmncnt of the day and legislature 
to restore to us our rights.' It is by mutual co-operation and good-will that 
the solutiott of the bnlaucc of the pressing disabilities which were not made 
points for Passive Resistance may be obtained in the natural course and 
without trouble and agitation in an acute form. . 

The presence of a large indentured and ex-indentured Indian popula
tion in Natal is a grave problem. Compulsory repatriation is a physical 
and political impossibility, volwttary repatriation by way of granting free 
passages and similar indllcements will not, as my experience teaches me, be 
availed of to any appreciable extent. The ouly reul and effective remedy 
for the great State to adopt is to face responsibility fairly and squarely, 
to do away wit~ the remnant of the sy~tem of indenture and to level up 
this part of the' population and make use of it for the generul welfare of 
the Union. Men and women who cnn effectively strike in large bodies, 
who can for a common purpose suffer untold hardships, who can, undiscip
lined tl!ough. they arc, be mat-tyrs for days, without police supervision nnd 
yet avotd domg any damage to property or to person, and who can in times, 
of need serve their King faithfully and capably lis the Ambulance Corps rais
ed at time of the late war (and which had among other classes of Indians 
nearly 1,500 indentured Indians) bore witness, nrc surely people who will, 
if ~iven ordinary opportunities in life fo= an honourable part of any 
natton. 

If any class of per•ons have speciul claim to be considered, it is these 
indentured Indians and their children to whom South Africa has become 
either a land of ndoption or of birth. They did not enter the Union as or
dinary free innnigrant., but they came upon invitation, and indeed even 
after much coaxing, by agents of South African employers of this class of 
lnbonr. In this letter I have endeavoured as accurately and as fairly as 
is in my power to set forth the Inilian situation, and the extraordinary 
courtesy, kindness and sympathy tlu!t have been shown to me during the 
past month by so many EuroJ•cnn fr1ends • The frankness and generosity 
with whieb Gcnerul Smuts in the interview tlmt he was pleased to grant me 
approached the questions at issue and the in1portnnce that so many dis
tingnishe~ members of bo.th Houses of P~trliamcnt attached to the :imperial 
atipects of the problem gtvc me ample reason for believing that my coun
trymen who have made South Africa their homes will receive a fairly full 
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measure of justice and will be enabled to remain in the Union with self~res~ 
pect and dignity. 

Finally, in bidding good-bye to South Africa I would like to apologise 
to so many frlendf-! on whom I have not been able, through extreme pres~ 
sure of work, to call pcrsomllly. I Oll(~C more <state that though I have re
ceived many a hard knock in my long stu.y in this couLtry, it has been my 
good fortune to receive murh personal kindness and consideration from 
hundreds of European friends, well-wishers and ~ympathisms. I have 
formed the closest friendships which will last for years for this reason and 
for many :'!;imilar reasons whi('.h I would love to reduce to writing but for 
fear of' trespassing unduly upon the courtesy o.f the Pres::~. This sub-con
tinent has bceomc to me a sacred and dear land next only to my mother
land. I leave the shores of South Africa with a heavy. heart and the dis
tance that will now separat.e me £rom South Africa will but draw me closer 
to it, and its welfare will always be a matter of great concern and the love 
bestowed upon me by my rouutrymon nnd the generous forbearan<'k~ rmil 
kindness extended to me by the EuropNtllf'l will ever remain a most cherished
ed treasure in my memory. 


