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INTRODUCTION.

.

This Bulletin 18 composed of extracts taken from “Indian Opinien” (pub-
lished in Durban, Natal), during the year 1934, It was in that year that the
setilement, known as the Smuis-Gandhi Settlemient, was reealied at the end
of June, just a month before the commencement of the great European war.
The final steps, which led to the Settlement, were as follows:—3Mr, G, K.
Gokhale had gone out to South Afriea in the year 1912, and bhad come to
a verbal  understanding  with  General Smuts, that the
£3 Poll Tax (which eoused  more  Indians  back into
indenture snd was in every wny degrading) shall be abolished and
that cverything should be done to provide just and fair conditions
for those daomiciled Indians who were remaining in Natal, My, Gokhale, on
his part, along with Mr. Gandhi, agreed that there should be no opposition
to the restrietion of immigration into South Afriea, so long as the Act did
not single out Indinns, ag a raee, for this dmmigration restriction to the year
1913, the new immigration Bill was brought in and passed withont opposition
from the side of the Indinn Community; but there was no sign whatever of
General Smuts either abolishing the £3 Poll Tax, or dealing with other
Indian grievances, sueh as the retusal of Government to recognise the validity
of Indian marriages. At last, after repeated efforts to obtain justice,
and afier the promise made to Mr. Gokhale had been openly denied, Mr,
Gandhi launched the passive Resistanee struggle, which was  immediately
taken up by many thonsands of Indians, espeeinlly in Natal, During the
Inst months of 1913, there were nearly 4,000 Indians in jail, including practi-
cally all the leaders and Mr. Gandhi himself, There were also imprisoned
many Indion ladies, including Mrs. Gandhi. Then  followed
certain acts of shooting and vielence at Verulan and Mount Edge
cambe, in which many Indians were killed and wounded. These acts of
violence and bloodshed roused the greatest indignation in Indin. They also
calleil the world’s attention to the Indian struggle in South Afrien. Many
thousands more, among the Indians, were ready to court imprisonment,

General Rmuis was faced at this very time with a syndiealist strike on
the mines, on the railways and other services. The peril was one, which
threntened the whole South African Union with a revelution, General Smuts
saw the coming danger and was enger to settle the Indinn struggle, if
possible, before the Syndiealist strike began. He relensed Mr. Gandhi, Mr. -
Polak, Mr. Eallenbach and other lenders from jail, and tried to got them
to agree to a Commission of Enquiry.  Mr. Gandhi were perfeetly ready to
agree to the Commission, on the one condition that the Indinn Community
should have n voice in the selection of one of the members of the Commis-
sion; for during an earlier railway strike this eondition had been allowed to
the white workers. But this General Smuts refosed. It would be a blow to
the white man's prestige to allow such things to Indians, Mr. Gandhi and
the Indinn Community therenpon refused to give evidence before the Com-
misston, fo whose personnel they very strongly objected,

At this yoint, the Passive Resistance struggle was about to Begin all
over again and it was estimated that at least 20,000 Indian men and women
would conrt arrest. The march into the Transvaal was to begin on Jan
uary 15. On Janvary 8th General Smuts despatehed a telegram to Mr
Gandhi, addressed to Durban, inviting him to come to Pretoria for an in-
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terview. Immediately after the arrival of Mr. Gandhi in Pretoria, the
syndiealist strike began, Mr. Gandhi, on heing asked what his own position
was, declared publicly that he would not think of joining the syndiealist
strike, even if invited to do so; beeanse the Indinn struggle with Govern-
ment was of quite o different nature and character. The Indians were not
to embarrnss the Government by using any and every weapon; but only by
using the fair and honourable wenpon of passive resistance. This declarn-
tion,was cabled all over the world by Reuter and nndoubtedly made a great
impression on world public opinion. It also made the steps that led to the
Provisional Agreement more essily taken. That agreement was reached on
Janunry 21, 1914, Meanwhile the Commission went oh sitting. Sir Benja-
min Robertson arrived from India to give evidence before it: but all the
while the real work of settlement was being done by General Smuts and Mr,
Gandhi outside the Commission. The present Government of South Afriea,
thrcugh Mr. Duncan, had now brought forward a new interpretation of the
Settlement that was then finally renched at the end of June 1914. They sug-
gest that the vested rights mentioned in it were merely those of individuals
and certain township rights in the Transvaal, I have alrendy borne witness
in public that, during all the many conversations with General Smuts,
lending up to the agreement, in whieh, I was allowed to take a personal part,
there was no doubt whatever that the South Afriean, Union Government had
agreed to preserve strietly and faithfully all the vested rights of the
Indinn Community, which were then in existence. It did not merely agree
to preserve the personal rights to property of certain individuals, or their
rights ju certain Transvaal townships, but the vested rights of the whole
Indian Comnmmity. On that point, there wns never left a shadow of o
donbt at that time. If thore had been the lenst doubt loft, the Passive
Ressistanee Struggle would never bave been eoneluded so soon. :

It is of the utmost importance, that the public both in India and in
England should have the documents befcre them in the coming final debate
over the ‘Class Arens Bill’ These doeuments show this fact dofinitely and
unmistakably, TFor this reason, the Imperinl Indian Citizenship Assoein
tion hns asked me, through its Honorary Seeretary, Mr. Jehangir B. Petit,
to colleet those documents of 1914 and place then before the publie in a
readable manner, As I have tried to do this, I have felt the inestimable loss,
at such o time, of Mr. W. W. Pearson, who accompanied me to South Afriea
and took his share in every part of the lnst phase of the struggle. His
death, last September, by a railway accident in Italy, has been a irreparable
lass, not enly to India itself, but also to Indinrs in South Afrien.

C. F. ANDREWS

JUHU, ANDHERI,
14th May 1924,



BOMBAY LADIES® SYMPATHY

A preliminary meeting of Bombay ladies in connection with the guus-
tion raised by the erisis im South Afriea wus beld on the 20th November,
1013, in the Hall of the Servants of India SBociety, Sandhurst Road.  Tiere
were present a large number of ladies representing the various communitics
of Bombay, Hindu, Parsee, Mahomedan, Christian, Jain, ete.

The proceedings commenced with the proposal of Mrs. ILill to clect
Lady Petit as president of the gathering. The proposal was seconded by
Mrs. Dehdustin, and supported by Mrs, Pattani, The proposition being una-
nimously carried, Lady Petit occupiced the ehair amid acclumations. The pre-
sident then called upon Mrs, J. B. Petit to read out the messuges of sym-
pathy received from Lady Currimbhoy, Mrs. Kshamabai Rao, Miss Mad.
gonkar, and others,

Lady Petit then rose and addressed the gathering as follows 1

Ladies, we meet bere to-day, representatives of all sections of the women
of Bombny, to consider what steps should be taken to give expression to our
feelings of deep sympathy with our sisters in South Afrien and profound
indignation at the persecution to which the South African Government uare
subjecting them, The subject has been of late so deeply exereising our minds
that it would be superiluous for me to give the details of the many ways in
which they are being harassed. It would be enough for our present purpose
to say that the unjust and insulting disabilities, which the Union Govern~
ment has imposed upon Indian women as well as men resident in South
Africa, have provoked a movement of passive resistance, in which the women.
have taken their place with men and have not been backward to take their
share of the sufferings involved in the struggle. Another way in whick our
countrymen in South Africa seck to force on the Union Government a sense
of the cruel wrongs they are inflicting on their faithful subjects is by
means of strikes of Indian labourers on the mines and sugar plantations in
South Afriea, This movement bas extended beyond all expeetations, and
now includes about 30,000 hands. The weapons with which our countrymen
hnve chosen to fight the deep-seated race prejudice and gross selfishness
which bave inspired the iniquitous Asiatic Acts arc acknowledged on nll ne-
counts as perfectly legitimate and constitutional; in faet, o process of self-
suffering is the only means which will enable a people, weak 1n material, bnt
strong in spiritual force, to overcome the oppression practised by a Govern-
ment, which, whatever be its moral state, is much their superior in material
strengzth. But see Low the Union Government has elected to erush the
passive resistance which our eounirymen are offering to their harsh laws!
No civilised Government has over been guilty of the barbaritics to which
the Indians, men and women, are being subjected by the Union Government,
with a view to break the foree of their passive resistance; no civilised Gov-
ernment has ever converted its mines into gaols, aund mine-owners into
gaolers, and consigned the strikers to the tender mercies of their former em-
ployers, who would thus have'the power to mercilessly flog them for the
offence of continuing the strike. Recent messages from South Africa con-
vict the Union Government of all these grave charges; and an urgent and
immediate ery of protest must rise from every part of this country, from
men and women alike, calling upon the Imperial Government, if they have
any eoncern for the honour and welfare of a loyal section of the subjocts of
the Empire, to put their foot down and prohibit these shameful proceedings.
The whole civilised world is horrified at these barbaritics, and it hehoves
the Imperial Government, in the interests of the Empire itself, to sternly

put a stop to them.
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The particular grievance of our sisters in South Africa is, of course, the
marringe difficulty, and, touching s it does the honour of the whole Indian
womanhood, it is perhaps the most serious of all. =~ The Immigration Act re-
fuses to recognise as valid any marriage according to rites which do not
prohibit polygamy. All marriages, therefore, performed according to the
non-Christian faith are to the Union Government as nuall and void; and
a wife and even an only wife of an Indian who obtains entry into South
Afrien is not regarded by the Union of South Afrien as a wedded wife,
and is, therefore, a prohibited immigrant, The issue of such marriages also,
it necessarily follows, the Government would consider illegitimate.

The Union Government has sought thereby to perpetrate an insult to the
honour of Indian women which they will nover meekly suffer to attach to
them; our sisters in South Africa are therefore perfectly right—all honour
to them-—to join the passive resistance struggle rather than suffer such a
grievous indignity. It is our manifest duty bere in India to hold meectings
everywhere to support our brave sisters, and moke a supreme ecffort at
collecting funds, which alone will enable them to earry on the struggle. I now
call upon Lady Mechta to move the first resolution,

Lady Mehta then proposed “that a Committee eonsisting of the follow-
ing ladies (with power to add to their number) be formed to organise in
Bombny a public meeting of ladies to express sympathy with the sufferings.
of Indian women in South Afriea, to protest against the eruel ireatment,
meted out to them by the Union Government, aud also to collect funds for
the purpose of alleviating the distress of our suffering sisters in South Afriea
and of helping the Indian cause in that Colony generally.,” The nemes of the
mambers of the Committee are: Lady Jamseji Jeejecbhoy, Lady Petit, Lady
Melita, Lindy Currimbhoy, Lady Jagomohandas, Dishad Begum Saheba, Mrs.
Heaton, Mrs. Stanley Reed, Mrs. Ramabai Ranade, Mrs. Jamnablhai Sak-
kai, Mrs. Dehdustia, Miss Serenebai, M. Kharsetjee and Mrs. J. B. Petit, the
last two serving as Secretaries of the Committee. In moving this propoesition
Lady Melhta said:—In commending this resolution to your aceeptance I do
not think I shall be charged with exaggeration, when I say that the news
which we have received of the cruel treatment to which our fellow eountry-
men In South Afriea have been subjected, has sent a thrill of horror and
indignation through the heart of every man, woman and child, in this City,
and in the whole of the Presidency. At this time of the day it is not neces-
sary to deseribe the various rensons and circumstances which have driven
loyul nnd peace-abiding subjects of His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of
India to resort to the measure of passive resistance. It is enough to say

that o conservative stntesman like Lord Ampthill, a former Governor of

Madras, has openly and loudly proclaimed in the House of Lords that the
demands of Indians in South Africa were moderate and Jjust, and the pro-
mises given to them were not fulfilled by South Afriean administrators, In
the struggle which h.u.s ensued it cannot but be & matter of pride to us that
the Indian women in that part of the country have Joined with fearless
courage and enthusiasm, braving all the hardships and tribulations to which
suc!x act}(_ng exposes therp. All_ honour to these brave women for their
self-saerificing and suffering spirit! Who would have believed that Indian
women were eapable of such heroie conduet, standing shoulder to shoulder
with their husbands; fathers and brothers! Really and truly our heart bleeds

for them and go out to them in this thoir hour of harm, pai i
ail

They have lhad the courage to leave behind their famli’lilgs 1:’113']1(:111:;;& zﬂrllg-

ren, u'uprctectcd,_ unprovided for and stavving. It is our duty to go to their

help in such a time.  If we eannot suffer with them let us at least help

them by finding money to keep them from starvation, Let us eall a pubiic



3

meeting, raise subseriptions, and forward them withouyl delay. It is 8 &uty
which we owe them and I am certain one that we shall lose no time in per-
forming.—The Bombay Chronicle”

GREAT MEETING AT BOMBAY

-The Town Hall, Bombay, was packed to its utmost capacity, on Decem.
ber 10, 1913, by a vast and enthusiastic audience, which met to pass resolu.
tions in reference to the treatment of Indians in South Afrien, Among those
present were: H. H. the Aga Xhan, the Hon'ble Pherozeshah M. Mehta, the
Hon'ble Sir Jamsetji Jeejibhoy, Sir D. M. Petit, Sir Cawasji Jehangir, Sir
Dorah and Lady Tata, Sir N. &. Chandavarkar, the Hon'ble Sir lbrahim
Rahimtoola, Sir V, D, Thackersey, Dr. Stanley Reed, Mr. D. E. Wacha, the
Rev.- Dr, Seott, Mr. H. A. Whadia, the Hon'ble Mr, G. K. Parckh, the
.Hon'ble Mr. F. M. Chinoy, the Hon’ble Mr, V, Patel, the Hon’ble Mr. Lallu;
sbhai V., Samaldas, the Hon’ble Mr. Manmohandas an,u. Mr. B. G. Horni-
man, Mr. J. B. Petit, Sardar Phevoze D. Dastur, Mr. H. M. Cama, Mr. Haji
Uquf Haji Esmail, Mr, Mahomedbhai Curramblloy Ebrahim, ' Mr. -Nata-
rajan, Mr, A, J. Bllhmm-m, Dr. N. H. E. Sukin, Mr. Pnrushotamdas Thakore
das, Ml H. L. Cowlie, Mr, Smtth, Dastoor, Dr. M. N, Dhals, Mr, R, P. Kar-
andikar, Dr, K. E, Dadachanji, Mr, Numttamdas Morarji Gokuldas, Mr,
Sorabji Talyarkhan, Mr, M, C. Javle, Mr V. D Dabholkar, Mr. H. P, Mody,
Dr S Batliwala and others,

H. H. the Aga Kban presided. After His Highness bad taken the
¢hair, Mr, J. B, Petit announced that messages of sympathy with the object
of the meeting had been received from M. H. the Gackwar, Sir Currimbhoy
lbrahim, Sir Chinubhai Madhavlal, Sir Bulchandra Krishna, Mr. B. D. Petit,
The Hon'ble Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhioy, the Maharaja of Cootch Behar, the
Raja of Bansda, the Rani Saheb of Panna, and from most of the important
cities in the Presidency, including Ahmedabad, Poona nnd Karachi.

H. H. the Aga Khan announced that H. H, the Gaekwar of Baroda had
contributed Rs, 5 500 to the South African Indian Fund, and the Hon'ble Sir
Pherozeshah Mehta announced amid lond and continued cheering, that H
H. the Aga Khan himself had contributed Rs. 10,000,

The Maharaja of Cootch Behar and the Maham;]a of Bhavoagar have
each sohseribed Rs. 1,000, and the Maharajn of Bansde Rs. 500.

The Aga Khan was received with prolonged applause on rising to ad-
dress the mecting. He said: As the Chairman of this public meeting, it
falls to my lot to echo the feclings of the people of India which the cala-
mities that have lately oceurred in South Afriea have evoked throughout
the length and breadth of this Emplro 1t is na exaggeration to say that
in the modern history of India, it is impossible to find a parallel to the inten-
s1ty of fecling to whieh Indians have been stirred by the painful ocenrrences
in South Afrien. The sohdanty of publie opmmn in regard {o this most
difficult and vexatious question ix indeed ‘itrlkmg, and the fact that the requi-
sition to the Sheriff ta convene the meeting is signed by the reprosenmtwes
of all the communities furnishes eloquent testimony to the complete unani-
mity of opinion that prevmh in India as to the unjust and harsh treatment
to which our fellow subjeets in South Atma have been subjected.  If such
treatment were meted out to Englishmen in any foreign country, it would
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have been treated as a “easus belli.” (Cheers.) If Disraeli, or Gladstone, or
Palmerston, or Bright were alive, they wonld have moved the whole of Eng-
land by their earnestness and eloquence to see that the fair name of England
for justice and equity was kept unsullied,

The loyal, patient, and silently toiling Indians expeet that the fact of
their being the subjects of His Imperial Majesty the King-Emperor should
be sufficient protection of their rights of citizenship in any British Colony,
(Hesyr, hear), The Indian leaders in South Africa arc willing to recognise

. the delieacy of the relations between the Imperial and the South African Gov-
ernments, but no question of difficulty should be allowed to stand in the way
of elementary human justice being done. Public opinion in India cannot be-
lieve the statement that the Imperial Government is helpless in the matter,

Sir Pherozeshah in the eourse of his speech said: T ask you to remember
this, I have all along held that a subject of the British Crown has a right of
free entry and access to every part of the' Empire. (Loud cheers). I have
always disagreed with some of my friends and have always said and main-
tained that Indians can never give up this great and vital principle of Im-
perial citizenship. (Loud and continued cheers), What did Mr, Gandhi do?
Did he ask for that? Never. He bowed to fate and said: “Very well, let im-
migration go I only ask for a recognition of the legal rights of those settled
there, of their social customs, and domestic economy.” All these were pro-
mised him, and when the legislation come, what was the result? It was an
absolute negation of those promises. And still we are told that it is the
Indians who should practise moderation and that the Boers should be satis-
fied that the demands are of a moderate character. Finding that Mr, (andhi
was again at his game of persuasion and reason and arguwent, I call this
unpractical, and disagree with this saintly eharacter only here, I say it was a
mistake that they asked for too little, and they failed because they did so. If
he had asked for more, and if he had stuck out for that full demand, he
would have pot something. He would not have been told that because
he had asked for so little, therefore he wonld get still less. That I think, ac-
cording to my poor judgment, was a great blunder but it illustrates the -
reasonable and moderate character of the campaign carried on by Mr.
Gandhi. Surely, the South Africans ought to have recognised the extreme
docility and moderation of the demands toned down to the lowest depths. I
ask your attention to this because it is the Indians who have been charged
with not exercising patience and moderation, and Mr. Gandhi was still at his
old game of reasoning and persuading, with what result? Nobody listened,
and up to the present nothing has been done, and still we are asked, and the
Indians in South Africa are asked, to practise moderation. (Laughter.) Now
the situation has developed in a way which has caused intense pain and agony
to people in this country. Look at the way in which this aggressive Union

Government of South Africa treats the Marringe Laws of the Indians settled
there in their high superiority,

_ . As the Chairman had said, there was a time when Indians were highly
civilised, when Boers and Britions were unknown, and denying that every-
thing must be recognised by religious eustom, they say that Indians married

aceording to their own rights and customs are not to be considered as married
. at all, (Cries of shame, shame).

I tell you what I feel sincerely, that there has been no m i

episode in the whole history of the campaign than the conver:;.t?iotlfu\?:%ligg
Mrs. Gandhi had with her hushand before she cast in her lot with him in the
passive resistance movement. After the decision of the Supreme Court
there, denying the legitimacy of Hindu and Mahommedan marriages, she
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asked him, “Am T your wife or not? I am not your wife if this declsion
stands, and if I am not your wife, I am not a woman of any true womanhood
in the estimation of my own sex, and my children are illegitimate.”” Mr.
G#ndhi must have known what it was to expose tender women to the hard-
ships of the campaign but in spite of his pleadings, that brave lady decided
to cast in her lot with those men who were fighting for the cause. History
records the deeds of many heroines, and I feel that Mrs. Gandhi will stand as
one of the foremost heroines in the whole world,

But we are told: What can His Majesty's Minister do in a8 matter
of this character, which concerns the internal economy and discipline of a
self-Governing Colony? I entirely and absolutely agree with His Highness
‘the Aga Khan that we are bound fo speak with due respect for the Ministers
of the Crown. But with all that, it is impossible not to tell them that the
people of this country cannot but consider that they have not extended that
protection to the Indian subjects of His Majesty the King-Emperor which
as Ministers of the Crown they wore bound {o sccord to millions of his
subjects in the Colony. .

Sir N. G. Chandavarkar who was & judge of the Bombay High Court and
who now pecupies the distinguished position of Chief Minister of the Indore
State in the course of his remarks spoke .as follows on the marriage ques-
tion,

Marringes which had been treated as legal have been set at naught as
illegal in the name and under the ordering of the new law on a strained and
ingenins interpretation of the expression “Monogamous marriage,” The prac.
tice had been, before this Immigration Act, to admit n woman married by a
domiciled Asiatic acording to the rites of his religion as his wife, so long as
she was his only wife in South Africa. The pledge given in 1911 was that that
existing right would be maintained.

But direetly the new Immigration Act comes into force, the pledge is
broken and the kind of wife I  have spoken of 18
turned into a eoncubine, on the ground that as the woman was married ac-
cording to the rites of a faith which allowed polygamy, the marriage was
"0t monogamons. An eminent British Jurist said some years ago that there
was no such thing as “legal fraud,” that all fraud was fraud in the cye of
the law and there was no legal fraud as distinguished from other.kind of
fraud. But the South African Government has given ns a concrete examplo
of legal fraud, for when a Government promise fo maintain existing rights
under and by means of a proposed law and then tramples those rights under
foot in the name of that very law by employing language to conceal its
thoughts and bresk its faith, it is law legalising fraud. And the comic feature
of the situation,—*ar tragic as the situation is, a question ot life and death
to British Indians resident in South Africa—it has its humorous side also,
the comic feature of the situation is that these marriages are declared iliegal
becanse the Union Government professes to have a tender Christian con.
seience, in fave.r of monogamy. I have no doubt, we all respeet that con-
science; we venerate the founder of that religion and his apostle who saw
1 marriage a spiritual fellowship of our soul with anotker soul. But what
would the founder of Christianity and his Apostle St. Paul have said to the
South African Pharisees, who in His name condemn as a concubine a woman,
the sole wife of her husband, merely because the religion sccording to which
she married allowed polygamy. If that is polygamy, with equal ingenuity
and Pharisaism we might argue that a Christian marrisge is polygamous be-
cause it is allowed to a Christian to divorce his only wife and marry
another. (Applause.)
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" 1 do not say this to cateh applause and your appreciation, but I put this
consideration as one who has known law, who has practised law and who
for twelve years had administrat>c law. This is on abomination of law and
I am justified in gaying therefore that the Christians are as barbarous as we
are said to be. And remember that those who treat us as Pariahs to-day will
he the Pariahs of to-morrow and also remember that no one can freat
another as a slave unless in God’s Providence he.became a slave-in turn,
and if the Ministers read their Bible not only on Sundays but every day, they
will find the Bible teaches that England has been writing the New Testa-
ment every day but now South Africa wants to take the pen from the hands
of England and wants to revive slavery witkin British dominions. England
has stood forth as a chanipion of freedom and a stern enemy of slavery and
nas written her name not only in the pages of history but also in the Book
of Life, but the South African Government is now turning round and 1$
driving the thin end of the wedge. This is not your cause, this 15 not the
cause of your countrymen in South Afriea, but there 1s a lorge ana a serious
problem at the back and if this situation is tolerated, slavery will be introduc-
ed in the British Dominions. The question is, shall this situation be tolerated
and how long shall it go on? The answer was given to India by her Chris-
tian Viceroy, who presides over her destinies and whe, true to the British
traditions, true to his religion, true to his God and true to man has spoken

with hervie calm which had made his name a household word among us.
~XThe Bombaiy Chronicle.” :

Mr. HOSKEN'S CHRISTMAS APPEAL

Mr. William Hosken contributes the following “Christmas Appeal” to the
European readers of “The Star” (Johannesburg) i— '

There is so much of error and misunderstanding regarding the position
taken up by the Indians in South Africn, and there is such & probabitity
of cruelty and wrong being inflicted on a docile, and law-abiding people, thai
I am impelled to write this appeal. I beg all lovers of justice and hberty,
who stand for eclementary humen rights, to pause, to refuse to be
hasty in  judgment, and to inquire carefully into the causes
that drive sueh an  industrious, docile people to take the stand
that they are now doing. Men do not give up all they hold
dear—home, wife, children, means of livelibood, and even life
itself—unless impelled by a great and lofty purpose. What is the purposa
animating the Indians throughout Sonth Africa? It is first wnd foremost te
demand human rights, simple elementary human rights, the right to live un-
der conditions befitting free men, and to be treated with justice, equality, and
reasonable human consideration. When a whole people are driven to’ des.
peration they eannot be expected to be smooth and duleet in their language.
That is the position of the Indian people in South Africa to-day.

Are we who draw our breath and blood from England ‘o find fault with
resolute men using resolute language? Have we failed in our day of trial
when it was necessary to speak out? From the year

of th ; iai
in Norfolk (1549), and even earlier, right down to t} ¢ peasant rising

he Chartis ition i
1884, we, as a people, have not lesitated to say, “1V artist petition in

mately we have secured, but at whui cost in human blo
Are we to learn nothing from the past? Even
charapion of liberty in former days,

e demand,” and ulti-
od and human misery !
“The Star” forgets its role as
and puts forward threats of “taking
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power to deport dangerous agitation!” Ys not this the remedy of all
sutocrats? “Put them into the “Bastille,” “Ship them to the ends of the
earth.” But do these mcthods ever suceeed? .

Let us approach the Indian demands dispassionately, and learn their
actusl meaning, In 1862, when Indinn immigration was first sanctioned hy
the Home Giovernment, it was solemnly promised in a dispatch to the Indian
Government still extant that he Indians going to Natal should have every
facility to procure land and settle in that Colony at the end of their period
of indenture, That solemn comyact is not pleaded to-day, but are we as a
people‘free from responsibility regarding it. The pledges given by Queen
Victoria after the Mutiny, and by King George at the recent Coronation at
Delhi, must also be borne in mind. We cannot remain inside the Empire,
and refuse to carry some of the burdens of Empire,

After dealing with the position of Indians subject to the licence, Mr.
Hosken says:—*“In actual operation the re-indenture law compels first the
parents to re-indenture and then the children, boys and girls as they reach
16 years of age, to indenture, otherwise they must pay £3 tax ont of their
menpre earnings, or be sent to India, torn from their parents and family,
even though they may have been born in Natal. The indenture period of the
parents and children, consequently, works out at different dates and unless
the family is to be torn asunder they have no alternative but to re-indenture,
lThe £3 tax in operation therefore, is, in practice, little short of a slavery
aw,

Mr. Hosken alludes to the resolution of the Agricultural Union regarding
the tax, and quotes Sir Thomas Hyslop, where he says: “We want Indians as
indentured lahourers but not as free men.” The writer then
proceeds : I am assured by those who know the facts that the
£ 3 poll tax sometimes causes horrible results with girls on their
" becoming liable to pay at the legal period of 13 years of age. Leaving the
special cases and coming to its broad results, it holds under its driving force
the 42,000 Indians, men and women, boys and girls, who are serving under
indenture in Natal to-day.

Does the record of the free Indians in South Africa deserve this] Are
- they not a quiet, industrious, law-ahiding people? Is not their eriminal record
better than that of any other section of the community, not omitting either
Duteh or English? Is not their trade reputation with merchants and ban-
kers superior to that of other traders doing a similar class of businessY May
I appeal to the conscience of the governing race, and ask: “Are the Indiang
treated with justice in our Magistrates’ Courts, by trade licencing authorities,
and by the governing race generally? Are we of the white race free from
blame for the spirit of desperation that has now come over the Indian
oeople in Bouth Africa? We havk sown the wind, and unless we take care

we shall reap the whirlwind. vea

The manner in which Mr. Gokhale was misled, the tricks and subtleties
of the Tmmigration Law, the betrayal over the position of Indian women,—
“Je facto,” monogamous wives, but “c_le Jure” polygamous, I will now only
mention, From the wired statements in this evening’s “Star,” I see General
Smuts is following his natural bent of the sutocrat. What an object lesson -
is his metion! First a republican, resolutely fighting for what he conceived
to be liberty; then obtaining power and exercising it ruthlessly, without an
atom of human sympathy. It appears that general Smuts is not going to
give way. “The consent of the governed,” is nothing to him; either wit’
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black or white. But I ean assure him he is riding for a fall. When men
came to the decision that life does not count in comparison with the eause
fo which they have devoted themselves, that cause is bound to win. That 1
the position of Indians in South Africa. Such peurilities as that of agita-
tion in South Africa being fanned by the discontented in India should not
receive credence. The position here is bad enongh withont giving thought to
such absurdities,,

Let us resolve to treat the Indians within our borders with justice and
human sympathy, and the present difficulties will vanish. To behave other-
wise will tarnish our own ideals, lower our self-respect, and degrade our
standard of civilisation. The man that does & wrong to another damages his
own self-respect, and the people that do n wrong to another people suffer like-
wise. Should not the first question be: Are these people suftering a wrong,
and ean we remove it? or should it be: Are these people d2fying our laws,
even by passive resistance, and shall we crush them before considering their
grievances? Is it too much to ask that af this Christmas time the Christmas
spirit shall influence us, and that we will say, “Peace on earth, to men
of goodwill,” Let us promote peace in our land of South Afriea, among the
three hundred millions of Indians, in our own motherland of England, and in
our own hearts. In this spirit would I beg the white races of South Africa
to consider the demands of the Indian people. '

A . o -

'ARRIVAL OF Mr. ANDB;EWS AND Mr. PEARSON

The s.s, ** Umtali”’, which was due to arrive on the 28th December,
1913, was so delayed by heavy seas and head winds in the Indian Occan
that she was not sighted until early on th: 2nd Januarv 14. The In-
dian Conimunity, who were awaiting the coming of the Rev, C. F. Andrews
and Myr. W. W. Pearson from India by this boat, were feelmg auxious at
the delny. Before the immigration officer had completed his duties on the
bont, & number of friends had assembled on the wharf to welecome at {he
first opportunity, the guests. Amongst those present were Messrs. Parsee
Rustomjee, Omar H. A, Johari, I. A. H. Moosa, G. H. Miankhan, A. G.
Tipnis, G. Isaae, M. K. Gandhi, H. 8. L. Polak, A, H. West, Bkuna
Parshotam, M. 8. Randaree, A. M, Shaik, Abdul Hack Kajee, and others

Meeting at Durban

At a mecting the next day, January 3rd, after beine i :

Mr. Gat;d:;i,.wl}o said ‘:hat, ‘““when the nnno’uncement wgas ng:c(ll: bi(;.:! tl!’lye
papers of their coming, it zave a new hope to them in i 0

They felt that the hand of God ‘ERS on theht-he Er:\?egfeg: 1;1’{11;\;:
Andrews replied saying; there weré no differcnees of opiuion il:
India in regard to the South African question. Hindns Mussalmans Par:
sees, and Christians werc united on this question, S’uma of his dearest
friends were Mussalmans, Likewise he had amongst Hindus  very many
close friends and the one he held most dear was the poet Rabindrinath Ta-
gore, w!n‘o sent as his message a Sanskrit Mantram, which Mr. Andrews re-
cited. ‘‘Shanti”’, or peace was the burden of the 'message«' Tt spoke of
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the one God, the Eternal, the All-wise, the God of joy and peace. “*all
must trust him”’, continued the speaker, ‘‘in the hour of darkness and
-suffering, Péace will be with us in suffering and even in death. - The
‘women of India he said sent a message of love and sympathy tu their
brethren in Afriea. They felt most keenly the pain and trouble of those
who were trying to preserve the honour of Indian womanhood. '

Mr. Pcarson referred to the warmth of the welcome given to Mr.
Andrews and lhimself. He had already made close friends amongs® those
whom he had never seen before, The garlands reminded him of India whish
he loved. The flower would fade but the symbol would remain. The peo-
ple of South Afriea, he said, were doing more than they knew to build
up a great spirit of nationality in India, His ancestors belonged to the
Quaker sect, which believed in spiritual force, and he also believed in it.
Mr. Pearson referred to a passage in the Bhagavad Gita which empbasised
the need for **Shanti’’ (peace). If they all had peace in their heartr they
would gain in the end those Hiings which were right, no matter what mizht
happen in the meantime, :

Miss Molteno, who was pressed to say a few words, said, *‘I have
heen hearing of India on all sides. And she sends to Africa n messnge
of divine love—infinite, all-comprehending love. And my heart savs that
Africa must close this message in her own words—after her own fashion,
I have so loved Afriea that 1 have tried to shut myself away from all ia-
fluences but hers. After the Boer War, I saw that Boer and Briton would
have to unite, but would they try to do it at the eost of their dark brethers!
Broken-hearted I went to England- For eight Jong years I remained away
from Africa—in body—never in soul and spirit.  And England and Europe

. have sent me back with this message to white South Afriea: ‘open your
hearts—your souls—to brethen of colours. We are in the 20th century.
Rise to the heights of this glorious century, try to comprehend the words of
Du Bois—that grand and sympathetic soul: ‘The 20th century will be the
century of colour.” And I say it is also the Century of the Woman. She
too, is divine and supreme. She, too, must play her God-appointed part—
and in the 20th century her part will be a great one.”

THE REAL ISSUE IN SOUTH AFRICA

The Rev. C. F. Andrews writes to the “Statesman,” Calentiie—

I have read with the greatest interest your leading articles published
on the above question. The conclusion at which you arrived, namely, tho
repatriation of all Indians, has at first sight much to commend it, and your
statement of the case was very strong indeed. But'a deeper consideration
og t!l)lc issues makes the solution yon propose fail at the most eritical point
of all. .

The present struggle in South Africa is not now primarily an econo-
mie one, as it has been in the past, Immigration of cheap Indian Labour
has now ceased, and even new indentured labour is prohibited after the
expiry of the present time services. The real issne is whether the na-
tionalised Indinns already settled in South Afriea, who have shown sueh
remarkable industrial and moral qualities, are to be regarded as a civilised



10

or 88 an uncivilised community, and behind this issue lies the larger issue
still of the status of India herself. Is she to-day, with her great past
traditions and her more recent modern progress to rank among the eivilised
peoples of the world? Or is she to be an out-cast and a pariak among-the
. nations?

Such a vital issue will not be settled by a mere repatriation of the
South African Indians. On the contrary, this will have the appearance of
a surrender of the main position, Canada may next clamour for the repat-
rintion of the flourishing Sikh community in Vancouver, Australia may
close entirely her already half-shut doors. British Wast Africa and  the
West Indian Colonial group may pass outrageous penal laws, Even the
United States may not prove strong enough fo stem the forces of race pre-
judice on ber western borders. Thus India, whose very progress seems
more and more to depend on having outlets for her new actiities, may
become sealed up, and shut within her own borders.

The struggle, therefore—so it appears to me—must be fought ount to the
bitter end. For every onc of us in this country it is becessary to recognise
the faet that the honour of India is involved in the struggle. If she ioses,
she sinks to the level of the backward nations. Our duty is to sce that she
does not lose, but win,

INDIA AND AFRICA

; In a speech at Durban Mr, C., F. Andrews expressed himself as fol-
OWH {—m

He would like to express an ideal that had been growing in his mind.
From the moment he left Colombo until he reached Durban, he passed
over almost nnbroken seas. * India looked across Africa, and Africa to In-
dia, and they were the nearest neighbours in the world. Surely, between
those two great civilisations, one ancient and the other new, there should
be growing up the greatest of all possible friendships, India ought to be
giving to South Africa some of its preat riches, and South Africa ought

to be giving to India some of that amazing activity and couragé that created
in & new country enormous possibilities,

Mr. GANDHI AND THE RAILWAY STRIKE

Mr. Gandhi and the Reverend C, ¥. Andrews left i
The Editor of ‘‘Pretoria  News’ has  obtained fl'o::].f ff{i-_ Pff,fﬁ?ﬁi
an assurance that, while the Railway Strike is proceeding, he
‘would do nothing by the revival of the strike or of passive resistanee to
complicate the situation. ‘‘I shall take no unfair advantage of the Lov-
crnment,” said Mr. Gandhi, “We shall resume operatious, if it be ne-

oessary to resume them at all, only after the railway strike ; .
have my personal assurance of tha L y strike is settled. You

»
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A TRUCE WITH THE GOVERNMENT—
THE PROVISIONAL AGREEMENT

The following correspondence between Mr. Gandhi and the Government
places on record the agreement arrived at as a result of a series of interviews
with the Minister at Pretoria

PRETORIA, Jan, 21, 1914,

" “The Seerétary for the Interior, Pretoria.

‘' 8ir,—Before leaving for Phoenix ,I venture to express my thanks to
(Jeneral Smuts for the patient and kind interview that he has been plensed
to grant me during this time of overwhelming pressure. My countrymen will
. remember with gratitude his great eonsideration.

“T understand that the Minister is unable to aceept (with regard to the
Indian Inquiry Commission) either (1) my suggestion, that a member re-
presenting Indian interest should be co-opted when questions of policy are
inguired into, or (2) my suggestion, that n second Commission, with Indinn
representation, should be appointed to deal with those questions only, the
present Commission being in that case purely judicial. I submitted a third
proposal also, which, in view of the Governments decision, I need not state
bere. Had any of my suggestions bean viewed favourably by the Government
it would have beecn possible for my countrymen to assist the labours of the
Commission, but with regard to leading evidence before this Commission,
which has a political as well as a judicial character, they have conscientious
scruples, and these have taken with them a solemn and a religious form. I
may state briefly that these seruples were based on the strong feeling that
the Indian Community should have been either consulied or represented
where questions of policy were concerned.

“The Minister, I observe, appreciates these sernples, and regards them as
honourable, but is unable to alter his decision. As, however, by granting me
the recent interview, he has been pleased to accept the prineiples of consulta-
tion it enables me to advise my countrymen not to hamper the labours of the
Commission by any active propaganda, and not to render the position of the
Government diffienlt by reviving passive resistance, pending tbe result of the
Commission and the introduetion of legislation during the fortheoming ses-
81011,

“If T am right in the interpretation of the Government’s attitude on the
principle of consultation, it wonld further be possible for us to assist Sir
Benjamin Robertson, whom the Viceroy, with gracious forethought, has de-
puted to_give evidence before the Commission,

. “A word is here necessary on the question of allegations as to ill-treat-
ment during the progress of the Indian Strike at Natal. For the renasons
above stated, the avenue of proving them through the Commissioners is
closed to us. I am personally unwilling to challenge libel proceedings by
publishing the authentic evidence in our possession, and would far rather re-
frain altogether from raking up old sores, I beg to assare the Minister that,
as passive resisters, we endeavounr to avoid, as far ns possible, any reetnt-
ment of personal wrongs. Bnt; in order that our silence may not be mistaken,
may I ask the Minister to recognise our motive and reciprocate by not
leading evidence of a negative character before the Commission on the
allegations in question? :
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“Suspension of & passive resistance, moreover, carries with if a prayer
for the relense of the passive resistance prisoners now undergoing imprison-
ment, cither in the ordinary gaols, or the mine compounds, which might have
been declared as such.

“TFinally it may not be out of place here to recapitulate the points on
which relief has been sought. They are a3 follows:—

(1) ‘“‘Repeal of he £3 tax in such o manner that the Indians relieved
will occupy virtually the same status as the indentured Indians discharged
under the Natal Law 25 of 1891,

{2) “The marriage question.

“These two are the points, as I have verbally submitted, which
require fresh legislation,

(3) “The Cape entry question. {This xequires only administrative re- ‘
lief subject to the clear safeguards explained to the Minister.)

(4) “The Orange ¥ree State question. (This requires merely a verbal
alteration in the assurance already given).

(5) “An assurance that existing laws, especially affecting the Indians,
will be administered justly, with due regard to vested rights.

#1 venture to suggest that Nos. 3, 4 and 5 present no special difficulty,
and the needful relief may now be given on these points as an earnest of the
good intentions of the Government regarding the resident Indian population.

“If tho Minister, as I trust and hope, views my submission with favour,

1 shall be prepared to advise my countrymen in accordance with the tenour
of this letter. '

“(8gd) M. K. GANDHL”

#Department of the Interior, Pretoria,

Jan, 21, 1914.

“Bir,—With reference to youb letter of even date, I am instructed by the
Minister of the Interior to reply that you are correct in your statement that
it is not proposed to make any alterafion either in the personnel of, or the
reference to, the Commission appointed to inguire into the recent Indian
strike in Natal. The Minister regrets, but, of course, understands, that you
are so far committed by your previous public declarations in regard to the
Commission that you are precluded from sppearing before it. He also
recognises the motive which makes you unwilﬁng to revive old sores by
courting libel proceedings before another tribunal,

¢*The Government repudiates as strongly and emphatically as heretofore
the charges of harsh or improper action against the Indian passive resisters
and strikers. But, as you and your friends have decided not to appear hefore
the Commission and lead evidence in support of those allegations, it will be
likely that there will be no charge for the Commission to investigats, Tho
Government’would regret the consequent absence of an opportunity io lead
rebutting evidence in vindication of the conduet of ity officers, but it feels
that, unless it has a definite case to answer, any attempt to deal with the alle-

%'_ations before the Commission could only result in an unprofitable waste of
mB’ )
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“The Government is anxious that any recommendations which the
Commission may make on the larger issue of the Indian grievances, should
be received at a sufficiently early date to enable proposals to be submitted to
Parliament during the fortheoming session. It is hoped that those proposals,
if aceepted by Parhament, would ensure a satisfactory and permanent set-
tlement. The Government considers that such a settlement of long-standing
disputes is too important to justify any risk of endangering it achieve-
ment by delaying the proceedings of the Commission, already delayed
through unforeseen circumstances, by an enquiry, which would now be neces-
sarily one-sided, into points of minor and secondary moment relatively to
wider issues at stake,

“If therefore, the Indians decline to submit to the Commission any speci
fic charges in connection with the treatment of passive resisters and strikers
during the recent troubles, they will not think 1t necessary to take any fur-
ther action in refutation of allegntions against it and its officers, but it re-
serves its right to ask the Commission to investigate the occurrences which
resulted in loss of life at Esperanzus and Mount Edgecombe,

“With reference to your prayer to the release of bona fide passive resis-
tance strikers from ordinary or compound gaols, the Department of Justice,
had already, previous to the arrival of your letter, taken steps to release the
small balance.of these prisoners kept in the gaols.

“In regard to the grievances which you kave summarised at the end of
your letter, the Government will, as already stated, await the recommend-
ations of the Commission before taking any aetion.

“(8gd.) E. M. GORGES, .

Secretary for the Interior.”’
M. K. Gandhi, Esq., Pretoria.

THE PROVISIONAL AGREEMENT

The correspondence between Mr. Gandhi and General Smuts, following,
as it does, upon a scries of interviews and conferences, ¢ontains the main
points of an agreement that, at least temporarily, avoids the terrible neces-
gity of reviving passive Tesistance in its most painful form, and will, we
hope and have renson to believe, remove altogether the causes that gave riso
to the revival of last September, {1913). We believe that Mr. Gandhi has
left Pretoria earrying peace with honour, and the Indian community both st
Johannesburg and Durban, has already endorsed his action and approved'tho
terms of the agreement. Three matiers of sentiment-—of deep-reaching senti-
ment—emerge from the correspondence, First, the Governent with a clear
realisation of the situation, express a strong desire to introduce legislation,’
early in the coming session, caleulated to end the present controversy, and
thus fnlfil their solemn undertakings given to the Indian community and their
distingnished eountryman, Mr. Gokhale. Secondly, the principle of eonsult-
ation which was, in effect, withheld from Indians when the Commission was
appointed, is now admitted, and it will be for Indians themseclves to main-
tain and develop it as oclasion arises. Lastly, the genunineness and sinierity
of the motives forbidding the Indian community to lead evidence before the
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Commisaion on the allegzations of ill-treatment (though they will co-operate
heartily with the Viceroy’s representative, Sir Benjamin Robertson, should
he so desire, and give him any information that he needs) are frankly ack-
nowledged by the Government, We are of opinion that never in the history
of the struggle have the principles of passive resistance been more vindicated
and we believe that the services rendered by Mr. Gandhi and Mr. Andrewsg-
whose wise counsel was equally availed of by all those concerned in the re-
cent negotintions—are services not merely to the Indian community, but to
the entire Union and the Empire at large—The Indian Opinion, 28-1-14.

z

DURBAN SUPPORTS Mr. GANDHI

Mr Gandhi, before proceeding to explain the terms of the provisional
agreement, announced that Mr. Andrews had received a letter from England
preparing him for the death of his beloved mother, whom he had expected
to meet on his arrival in England. He also added that Mr. Andrews was
suffering from fever dus to the strain under which he had worked in Pretoria
in connection with the agreement. Notwithstanding these facts, Mr.
Andrews had insisted on attending the meeting.

Mr. Gandhi addressed the meeting at length both in English and Hindus-
tani, his remarks being subsequently rendered into Tamil, Mr, Gandhi said
that those to whom he was addressing tho remarks in English would, he
hoped, have read what had been published in the papers, but he would give
them the purport of the agreement with the Government. Af the first
interview he had had with General Smuts, he had placed before him three
propositions, the acceptance of any one of which would have enabled the
community to lead evidence before the Commission without violating the
solemn declaration made some time ago on that very ground, These alter-
patives were that either the Government should appoint another Commission
and restrict the scope of the present Commission purely into a judicial in-
quiry into the allegations that had been made as to ill-treatment and cruelty,
while the other should go into the question of grievances, when the community
would be able to lead its evidence before both; or that a member should he
co-opted to the Commission to represent Indian interests who would sit
specially on the Commission hearing the statement of grievances as apart
from tho allegations of cruelty, so that the functions of this Commission
could clearly be divided into judicial and political ; or that the scope of the
present commission should be restricted purely to a judieial inquiry, and
that before the community’s appearance before it, the Govcrnment simuld
grant the community’s request in terms of Mr. Cachalia’s letter, namely the
5 points: (1) the repeal of the £3 lbs. Tax; (2) the restoration of the Status
of Indian Wives as it existed before the Scarle judgment; (3) the reste-
ration of the right of South African-born Indians to enter the Cape; (4)
the removal of the little difficulty that still exists with reference to the ;acial
bar regarding the Orange Free State; and (5) the question of the just ad-
ministration of existing laws with due regard to vested rights. The last
three points conld be dealt with administratively; the first two only by
amending the legislation, and he had ventured to submit to Genera] Smuts the
easiest and the quickest way in which the matter could be dealt with, Gener-
al Smuts had said that be would consider the matter, and after he had con-
sidered and conferred with the Cabinet, he said, in the presence of Mr,
Andrews, that the Government were willing to grant these things, but
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wanted the Commission to sift them, and that they could not possibly, thongh
they would have gladly met the community, meet them at that stage with
reference to its propositions regarding the Commision.

Of course, that would create a dead-lock, and that mennt either passive
resistance and all that that meant, or it meant a suspension of passive resis-
tance until the Government had had a chance, until the Commission had
had a chance, of doing what they proposed to do, and he had no difficulty
in coming to the conclusion after consultation always with Mr, Andrews,
that the community could fairly suspend passive resistance, seeing that the
Government had taken up what he considered, the reasonable attitude, and
seeing also that the Government were prepared to understand and appreciato
that the eommunity was bound by its solemn obligation not to take part in
the Commission, and not to resent that attitude on the part of the community
and as against that, he had suggested to Genceral Smuts that, if the commu-
nity suspended passive resistance, it was only fair that the Government
should release the passive resistance prisoners then undergoing imprison-
ment.  There then remained the very serious questions of the allegations of
cruelty,. =~ What was to be done with vregard to those if
the community was not to lead evidence even with regard to the judi-
cial aspect of the Commission, and yet it scemed clear that in the present
cireumstances they could not lead evidence, It then meant that they should
publish a book containing the whole of the evidence in their possession, and
challenge anybody who wished to bring libel proceedings sgainst the com-
munity, so that in defending the charge, the community could nrove the case,
As a passive resister, it immediately ocewrred to him that there should be
no difficulty in dropping those proceedings. That would avoid all irritation,
and in the estimation of those who might think for themselves and who knew
the history of passive resistance, the community would stand justified. In
any case, if the community could stand justified in the estimation of the
Government and if the community could ask the Governmenc to appreciste its
motive in not challenging libel proeeedings, he felt that the community conld
ignore what the world might say as to its being afraid now of eoming to a
court of law beenuse it had really no evidence, and that it had simply tnken
allegations to India in order to work on feelings there. They must tolerate
wuch eriticism from the world, for the world would have something to say
against the best actions, but, if the Government appreciated the community’s
attitude, he felt that, as passive resisters, it became them to aect in that
manner. They were not passive resisters of the purest type. They had, for
example, taken advantage of law and defended actions in law eourts; pure
passive resisters would not have done that. But they had not yet renched
tha purest stage of passive resistance. They must, however, keep such an
ideal actively before them, and, perhaps, one day, they would have made
such an approach to that stage that they would be considered perfect passive
resisters. Till they had reached that stage, they could not call themselves
perfeet passive resisters, but they need not, therefore, remain stationary,
and he had felt that they might take that step in advanee, and he had eome to
the conclusign that, that was a proposition that might be submitted to the
Government. The next effect of the letter written to him by the Government
and their reply was, in his opinion, that they had accepted the principle of
consultation, that they had recognised the maotive of the community in drop-
ping the question of the allegations altogether, that they recognised the com-
munity’s motive in not leading evidence before the Commission, that they had
given an assurance that they wished to settle the matter in accordance with
the community’s submission, and they wanted to do this through the Com-
mission, but they felt that the eommunity’s demands were so rensonabloe and
had been so sanctified and strengthened by the suffering that it had under-
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gone, during the past months, that there should be no difficulty in gecuring
the recommendations before the Commission. They felt, he thought, also
confident because of the presence of Sir Benjamin Robertson and because of
the prestige that was behind. Sir Benjamin Robertson, that he eame not in
his individual eapacity, but as the representative of the Viceroy, that as
sueh his testimony before the Commission was bound to carry its due weight.
And under those circumstances they need not worry themselves, thinking
or fearing what might happen; and why need a passive resister ever fear
so long 8s he had the purest weapon in the world at his disposal? The future
lay entirely in their own hands, and, holding tbat future as firmly as ever, he
had no hesitation in recommending the adoption of the agreement, and he
hoped that the meeting would approve the action that they had taken. At
the same time he had not bound the community, He had bound the com-
munity on occngions when he had gone with a elear mind and when he had
known what the community had saiready asked for, but on this oceasion a
new situation had arisen, and for that situation he certainly required the
ratifieation of the community. He could not possibly bind the eommunity
with reference to this matter which he had not himself contemplated. He
had therefore stated to General Smuty that he was prepared to advise his
countrymen in accordance with the tenour of his letter, but he had not bound
his community, so that they were free agents entirely and might dismiss
the agreement from their minds if they wished, but he believed that they
might pecept it——it was perfectly honourable, dignified, and would save au
amount of misery. What was more, they wanted, if they possibly could,
to concilinte the Viceroy. He had said that Viceroy or no Viceroy, Mr.
Gokhale or no Mr, Gokhale, no matter what friends or the world said, it
their conseiences did not approve, if their oath did not approve, they ecould
not accept their views, but when it was possible for thém to keep their oath,
to satisfy their eonscience, he thought that then they should go to the utmost
length in meeting the wishes of their friends, and such a noble Vieerpy, for
whom, perhaps, there was no equal except perhaps-Lord Ripon and Lord
William Bentinck; and he did not know what the Viceroy might still have
in store for them, But that was the picture one formed of the Vieeroy,
and that was strengthened by what Mr. Andrews had told him of his noble
qunlities. They onght to take into account the Vieeroy’s wishos at that
stage, seeing that it was possible for them to do so without violating their
oath, Their distinguished countryman, whom India had idalised, to whom
they offered reverence, who, while lying on a sick bed, had yet worked for
their cause and made it world-wide, and had made India ring from end to
end with that and nothing else—Mr. Gokhale—also desired it. Lurd Amp-
thill also had been saying: *‘They had a noble cause, they were bound to
win; let them now stay their hand; they had made sufficient demonstrations;
they had roused the conscience of the United Kingdom; let them now even
give their evidence under protest before the Commission.’! That view they
had been unable to accept, but they could accept the present arrangement,

¥rom every point of view, the agreement was good, dignified and worthy of
acceptance, . : . Y

Mr. Andrews said that he wished, first of all, to speak about the great
sorrow which had come to him, but the love which he had for the people of
Indin, his own people who were there, was so great that, he could not stav
away from them and wanted to be with them. "In connection with the visit
to Pretoria, there were two things he wished to speak abeut speciallv and
assure them on. The one thing was that in that agreement, and in all that had
been done,and in all the interviews they had had, oue thing had been kept
throughout, and that was the honour of the Indian commurity. That bad
never, at any single point, been sacrificed to expediency, but all through
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from beginning to end, had ever been the first eonsideration, Otherwise, ho
would not be able to stand there before them, who had suffered so much,
and spesk to them. But because he knew that at Pretorin their honour had
been kept throughout, he wns ready to stand there before them and urge
them and ask them to accept the agreeméant and to earry it out as it had been
proposed before General Smuts, and he could assure them that in no poing
whatsoever in that sgreement had there been any sacrifica of honour, or
sclt-respect to any Indian in the whole of Souh Afriea, The second point
was that, whatever might bave happened in times past, on the present occa-
sion there was the greatest consideration shown to their leader by every
one who met bim there. In spite of the general strike which was on, in
spite of the immense difficulties of finding time, General Smuts and others
did their very best to give every opportunity for the grievances of the
Indian  community to be brought before them. It was for
those two reasons——becnuse their honour had been preserved and because such
great carnestness had been shown by the Ministers at Protoria—that he
hoped that now s time had come when a settlement might be reached of the
grievances which had so long been distressing the whole Indian community.
He trusted that they would accept the proposed Comwmission frecly and hear-
tily, and that thvough accepting it yomething else might come, and that was
a settlement of all their difficulties, and he trusted that that might come in a
very short time.

Mr, ANDREWS’ FAREWELL TO NATAL

The following letter was addressed by the Rev. C, F. Audrews to the
*Natal Mereury?’' i— \

On the eve of my departure from Natal, may I encroack upon your co-
lumns to express the gratitude I feel for the kindness which my fellow.
countrymen have shown me since I landed in Durban on January 1st. In
spite of a very natural misunderstanding which arose, owing to my adopting
an Indian custom of reverence and respect for Mr. Gandhi when 1 grected
him on the wharf, I have not felt {except, occasionally) that hostility which 1
had feared; while on the other hand, I have heen met by the sincerest ex-
pressions of pood-will from those who were ready to believe that T had one
object in view,—the object of pesce,

Fortunately, that peace (at lenst in the form of a truce) has vow been
reached; and I wobld like to say that the correspondence which was pub-
lished between Mr. Smuts and Mr, Gandhi is really (as all sach correspon-
dence must be) & very poor and inadequate symbol of the actaal change of
spirit which has taken place. It is on the general improvement of the latter
that I base any hopes I have of a scttlement, not on ihe formal terms of an
officinl correspondence. If bitter and provocative words can be avoided on
both sides, there is now, I trust, a reasonable chance that the prinfol tronbles
which so disturbed and distressed the whole Colony a short while ago will
not re-appear. With the present condition of unsettlement through Scuth
Africa, the removal of ono source of danger by an hononrable and gene-
rous settlement of long standing grievances is surely an object for which all
alike may strive.
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I carefully refrained, while at Natal from offexing any public opinio
on the Indian grievances themselves, for I understand, even more clewrly
than when I landed  a mouth ago, the great complexity of the Natal
situation; especially I feel the difficulty of the Native question and its vital
importance, And if I am tempted fo write anything at ali, when I return,
concerning, what I have seen, I ghall make it quite clear that I write as a
theorist and student of history, not as a man of affairs. I have already
expressed in England and India, through Reuter, how deeply I have been
touched by the kindly hospitality of Natal; I shall try to say this more per-
sonally, both in England and in India, on my -return journey.

I may perhaps be allowed to write briefly on two points, with regard
to which I may claim to be heard on account of my long Indian experiznce,
T trust that what I have to say will be read with care, as it may help to make

things clear.

The first point is the impossibility of Indians going back as a community
on 8 solemn oath once taken. From an intimate knowledge of Indian senti-
ment, I can assure the Europeans in Natal that the present attitude towards
the commission is not one of contumacy, much less one of fear; it is simply
n question of religious honour. The Indians are the most religious people
in the world; to me it would be incenceivable that they could play fast and
loose as a community with a religious vow onco taken, As sensible, practical
men, of another religion and another race, we should not argue the point or
impute wrong motives, but honour their tenacity of conseience, and meet it
as far as possible, I am glad to see that this is on the whole what Mx, Smuts
has done.

The second point is concerning what was understood in India about the
£3 tax. Mr. Gokhale has been for many years my clese personal friend. I
have talked this whole question many times over with him. 1 saw with my
own ¢yes all that happened on his return in 1911, I can, therefore, speak
with nuthority, Mr. Gokhale fully*and wholly believed that a mutual settle-
ment hnd been seached. On the Indian side, he considered that he had made
great momentous coneessio He agreed not to ask in South Afriea for the
political franchise for Britlkh Indians, and slso not to ask for free immi-
gration. These two things had been a part of his own political ereed in the
past. After what he saw in South Afrieca he deliberately abandoned them,
sud he asked in return for the nbolition of the tax. He regarded the pledpe
as o pledge of honour on both sides, all the more binding becanse not givenin
writing. How faithfully Mr. Gokhale has kept his own word in this matter Y
myself ean benr full witness. He had to face a storm of opposition at first
beeause of the points he conceded, and he faced it. He was called a traitor
for giving up political franchise but he stood firm to his promise, He never
once went back on his pledged word to the Union Government, and by his
own intense sincerity he has won the majority of thinking Indians round to his
own opinions. The National Congress it is true, has passed an neademic
resolution contrary to his wishes; Sir M, Bhownagree and Sir P. Mechta still
remain conservative and reactionary, But on these two points of the fran-
chise und immigration in Natal the bulk of educated Indians have been con-
verted to sound and reasonable opinions by Mr. Gokhale alone,

I would not appeal to my fellow-countrymen in Natal by the argu-
ment of expodieniey, und urge that such a growth of sound and reasonable
vpitaun in India should not be flouted and driven back again to its old in-
tractable position. I would rather appenl to horour and fair play, Indians
still trust the Englishman to be true to his word. It is worse than the loss
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of a Kingdom when that word comes to be doubted. It appears fo me
therefore, quite apart from the questionnble advantage of the tax itself,
that the direct honour of the Union Government and of Natal should be
considrered, At least, when My, Gokhale has done ag much, and incurred
such odium, on aceount of his own part of the implied agresment, wo on
our part should do our best to meet his attitude as generously as we
can,

In conclusion, may I thank through your columns those who have so
kindly expressed sympathy with me on the sudden death of my mother,
whom I hoped to have seen in England on my way back to India. T
trust, that through all the suffering that has oceurred, in which I may now
c¢laim # part, 8 settlement will be renched honourable to Europeans and
Indians alike.

FAREWELL
An Editorial from “Indian Opinion”

On Saturday last, Rev. C, F. Andrews left for England by the R.M.8,
Briton, and to.morrow, Mr. W, W. Pearson returns to India by the S.8.
“Unvolosi,” Indians throughout South Afriea will grieve to lose two such de-
voted frionds who have endeared themselves to all w:th whom they bad come
into contaet during their stay in this counfry By their tact, good sense,
ardent sympathy, and love for India and their own race, they have beer
able, in the short time that they have spent in this country, to grasp the’
Indian probiem here more thoroughly than most of those who have spent a
life-time in South Afriea, and they have, we are sure, done much fo bring
about a better understanding between whites and Indians in the Union. They
have given of the best that is in them for our sake; they carry with them
the hearts of South Afriean Indians, who wish them pod speed in the work
they are now to take up. The sway of the Indian wizard, Rabindranath
Tagore, who has charmed the world and remained an Indian, is upon them
both, and they will leave their impress upon the minds and characters of the
Young India that will, a decade or %0 hence, be moulding the national fu-
ture of the Motherland. To them, who have brought to South Africa the
message of peace, we say:—Shanti! Shanti! Shanti!

s
‘C/MINDIAN RELIEF BILL

/A

The following Bill, “to make provizon for 13n redress of certain griev

ances and the removal of certain disabilities of his Majesty’s Indian Bnb-
jeets in the Union,’’ hes just been published s

Be it enacted by the King's Most Excellent Majesty, the Senate and the
House of Assembly of the Union of South Africa, as follows:—

I. (1) The Minister of the Interior (hereinaftcr referred to as Lue
Minister) may from time to timc appoint priesis of any Indian religion to
be marrisge officers with authority to solemnise the marriages ¢’ Indians in
sccordance with the rites and formularies of =uch religion,
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. 2) amarriage between two Indians solemnised in aceordua-e
with such rites and formularies by a marriaye officer so appointed sha'l he
s valid and binding marriange, and all the incidernts shall follow laerefron
which follow from any other union recognised in law as a valid and bindi..»
marrisge, "

(3) A marriage officer appointed nnder this section shall be under
the same obligations of keeping registers and eotering therein prrticulars of
marriages solemnised by him as are imposed npon marrisge officers appointed
under any other law in foree in the Province in which these marringes are
solemuised, and the provisions of any such law as to the costody and inspec-
tion of registers, the obtainting of copies thereof, the evidence of certifiad
copies thereof, the loss, the destruction or the falsification of or injury te
such registers or such certified copies shall be dcemed to be incoryorated iv
this section. '

II. (1) If any Indian male or any Indian female npon & joiny
application to any marriage officer, (whether appointed nunder this act or any
other law) satisfy such officer (a) that there existed at the commencement of
this Act between them a union then recognised as a marriage under the tenets
of an Indian religion which they profess; and (b) that there does not exisi
between either of them end any other porson a union so recognised as a mar-
riage or any union recognised in law as a marrisge; and (¢) that each of
them is desirous that the union should be regarded s a valid and binding
marriage in law, such officer shall, upon being furnished with particulars,
as to the full name, residence, place of birth and age of each party, and such
further particulars as are preseribed by regnlations made under this section,
register such union in manner so deseribed as a marriage between those par-
ties. Notwithstanding that by the tenets of the religion which the parties
profess, polygamous unions are approved or recognised, the said union shall

- by the fact of registration become, as from the date when it was contracted,
» valid and binding marriage between the parties, and all the ineidents shall
follow therefrom which follow from any other union recognised in law as a
valid and binding marriage, and the marriage shall be deemed to have tekon
place at the place where the union was, prior to the registration, contracted.

. (2) Theminister may make regulations as to the manner in which
spplications shall be made under this section, the keeping of registers for the
purpose thereof, and the particulars fo be entered in those registers. The
provisions of the marriage laws in force in the Provinge in which unions are
registered as marriages, so far as those laws relate to the custody and ins.
pection of registers, the obtaining of copies thereof or extracts therefrom,
the evidence of certified copies thereof, the loss, destruction or falsification
of, or injury to, those registers certified ecopies or extracts shall
mutatis mutandis apply to registers kept under this seetion.

CIIL. (1) From paragraph (g) of Section 5 of the Immigrants’ Re-
gulation Act, 1913 (Act No. 22 of 1913), the follewing words shall be delet-
ed; that is to say, the words “including the wife or ¢hild of a lawful and a

monogamous marriage duly eelebrated aceording to the rites of igious
faith outside the Union.” d oy religions

_ (2) In theinterpretation of that paragraph, 8s hereby amended
“the wife” shall include any one woman between whom and the exempted
person mentioned therein there exists a union recognised ns a marringe under
the tenets of an Indian religion, notwithstanding that by those tenets the
nnion of that exempted person with other woman at the same time wonld
also be recognised as a marriage; provided that no woman shall he deemea to
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be the wife of such exempted person, (n) if sucii & nnion exists between him
and eny other woman who resides in any Provinee; (b) if such exempted
person has in auy Provinee offspring by any other wowan who is still living ;

“the ¢hild under the age of 16” shall mean a child who is the offspring of the
exempted person and the wife as hercin defined.

IV. Nothing in the preceding seetions in this Act shall be construed
as repeating or in any menper modifying the provisions of Seetions 65 to 89
inelusive of the Indian Immigration Law, 1891, of Natal (Law No, 25 of
1891), or Act No. 2 of 1907 of Natal.

V Section 3 of the Indian Immigrants Amendment Act, 1895, is
hereby nmended by the addition to the end of that section of the words “if n
applies therefor within 12 months after such expiry.”

VI. The Minister may in his discretion zause to be provided out of
moneys appropriated by Parliament for the purpose of a free passage from
any port in the Union to sy port in India (with or without free conveyanee
by il fo such first-mentioned port) for any Indian other
than an Indian who is or may become entitled under
law No. 25 of 1891 (Natal), or may become. entitled under
Law No. 25 of 1801 (Natal), or nny amendment thereof, to
such free passage, who makes a written request for sueh free passage, and
(a) signs as a condition of the grant of such request a statement that he
abandons on behalf of himself and his wife and sll minor children (if any)
all rights possessed by bim or them to enter or reside in any part of the
Union, tozether with all rights incidental to his or their domieile therein; and
(b) furnishes to an officer designated by the Minister such menns of identi-
fieation of such Indian and his wife and minor children (if any) as the
Minister may preseribe. A condifion so signed shall be conelusive evidence
that such Indian and his wife and minor children (if any) havo abandoned
his or their rights to enter and reside in the Union, and rights incidental to
his or their domieile therein.’

VIL If in the administration of any law any question arises as to
whether an Indian who produces a certifieate of former residence or domicile
in Natal is identieal with an Indian to whom that certificate was granted
under a prior law of Natal, thien, if a thumb unpression on that certificates is
identieal with the thumb impression of the Indian whe produees it, the cernii-
fieate shall be conclusive evidenee of such Indian’s former residenee or domi-
cile in Natal,

VIIL The laws specified in the schedule to this Aet are hereuy re-
pealed to the extent set out in the fourth column of that schedule, and those
provisions of those laws which are hereby repealed shall, in so far as they
have been extended to Zululand, cease to be in force therein

No proceedings shall be taken to recover any moneys which may have
become due from any Indian prior to the comipencement of this Act under
the provisions so repealed. .

. IX. This Act may be cited for all parposes as the Indian Kelicfs
Aet, 1914,

"The Schedule gives the following list of the sections to be repenled :—
Act No. 17 of 1895, the Indian Immigration Act, 1895, Bection 6; Act No. 2
of 1903, to the Indian Immigration Ammendment Act, 1895, the whole cxeept
Scenans 1 and 4; Act No. 39 of 1905, 'to an}end Act No, 17 of 1895, the
whole; Act No. 19 of 1910, to amend the Indian Immigrition Aet, No. 17 of
1895 and Act No. 2 of 1903, Section 1 and 3.
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Reference

Paragraph (g) of Section 6 of the Immigrants’ Regulation Aet, 1013,
reads:—Any person{who is proved to the satisfaction of an Immigration
Officer or, in case of an appeal, to the satisfaction of the board, to be the
wife, or the child nnder the age of 16 years of any person exempted by
paragraph (f) of this section, including the wife or child of a lawful and
monogamous marriage duly celebrated according to the rites of any religions
faith oatside the Union, S

Sections 66 to 89 of Law 25, 1801, provide for the marriage and divorce
of indentured Indians. :

Act 2 of 1907 (Natal) provides for the regulation «f existing marriages
by the Protector.

- Section 3 of Act 17 of 1895 is as follows :—Every Indian desiring to re-
turn to India on the expiry of the first or any subsequent period of his ser-
vice under any contract of indenture or re-indenture entered into under the
laws for the time being in force shall be provided by the Indian Immigration
Trust Board with a free passage to India. '

Section 6 of Act 17 of 1895 provides for the annual licence of £3 to be
taken out by those who fail to return to India

Section 1 of Aet 2 of 1903 makes Aet 17 of 1895 apply to the children
of Indian Immigrants, Section 4 enables & child to receive a free passage
to India at the end of the term of indenture of his father or mother.

Act 39 of 1905 provides for the method of payment of the licence, ete,

Section 1of Act 19 of 1910 sllows a Magistrate to relieve Indian woamen
from payment of the licence money upon grounds of ill health, old age, or
for other just cause. Section 3 provides for the suspension of payment of
arrears during the pericd of reindenture or contract of service.

THE RELIEF BILL

The long expected Indian Bill has now been published.—It .is a simpls
and short measure and scems to carry out the recommendations of the In-
dian Commission in so far as legislative action is necessary. The Bill re-
moves the marriage diffieulty and restores the status as it existed before the
Searle judgment. It repesls the £3 tax and remits the unpaid arrears,
Lastly, it validates Natal certificates of domicile, if the owner can establish
his identity with the certificate by proving that the thumb impression on it
is his own, ‘There is snother elause in the Bill with which the commurity is
not concerned. It is the clause which enables the Government to give a free

passage to any Indian not otherwise provided for, if he renounces for himself

and s family, all claim to domicile in Natal or any other province of the
union.

. There are certain alterations necessary in the Bill, It will be a proper
thing to use for validating future unions the machirery provided in the Bill
for validating existing unions. Amendment will also be necessary for pro-

tecting the children of deccased wives, where such wives, if ali A
been recognised under the present B’ill. Ve, i alive, couvld have
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" Assuming that the Bill with the suggested rlterations becomes law, there
will still remain the other matters recommended by the Commission and the
matters covered by Mr. Cachaling’ and Mr. Gandhis’ letters, These require
administrative treatment and include the Free siate question, the Cape entry
and the administration of existing laws. If satisfactory assurances are issued
in connection with them, the struggle that has gone on for yesars, and that has
meant enormous losses and sufferings to the community, may be said to have.
fitly and honourably elosed.—** The Indian Opinion,'’ 3rd June, 1924,

QNDIANS RELIEF BILL
(Second Reading)

‘The Minister of Finanee moved the second reading of the Indians’
Relief Bill, He requested members to approach such a thorny and difticult
question in & non-controversial spirit. The House were now in s position to
iinally settle the Indian problem on a satisfactory basis, the recommendations
of the Solomon Commission, which inguired into the grievances of Indians,
having been accepted as a solution by the Indian Government, and also with
one exception, by the Indian community residing here. He recalled the
passing of the Immigration Act last session, and the agitation whieh follow-
" ed it. Mr. Gandhi raised four points, on two of which it was possible for
the Government to meet him. There were two other points on which it was
impossible for the Government immedintely after the session to meet the
community’s views,

. One was the right-of entry of the South African born Indian into the
Cape Province. In the immigration Act of last year provision had been
made that Indians entering the Cape Provinee should be required to comply
with a dictation test, and Mr. Gandhi desired that this restrietion should be
removed. - The Government, however, pointed out that the point had been
tully discussed during the debates on the Bill, and that the strongest excep-
tion had been taken to the removal of the restriction, which revived the res.
trietion under old Cape laws, The second question was the marringe ques
tion. In the Immigration Act of last year n clnuse had been adopted on the
‘motion of the honorary member for Cape Town, Castle (Mr. Alexander),
permitting the entry of a wite married aceording to polygamous rites, though
the marriage was defacto monogamous. The Natal Division of the Supreme
Court had however, decided that it was not possible to recognise as legal a
marriage celebrated according to pelygamous rites. Administratively iu the
past there had been no difficulty in the matter.

Mr. P. Duncan (Fordsburg): Then why did they rsise the Quesﬁon‘!

The Minister of the Interior said that if he were to answer that question
it would take a very long time, and he did not think it was necessery to do
s0. It was a case that had presented some very extra.ordinary features,
When it became clear that the Government eould uot satisfy the Indian com-
munity on these points the question of the £3 licence was raised., Ho dud
not intend to go in detail into that question, but he would say that it was
impossible for the Government, when threatened with a strike to make any
coucessions at all. Then followed 8 great deal of bloodshked and violence in
suppressing the strike, and subsequently the Solomon Commission was a
pointed. 1t was assisted in its labours hy a representative of the Indian
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Government, 8ir. Benjamin Robertson, whose services had.heen, as be could
say from personal knowledge, of the very greatest value to.the Commission,
He had smoothed its work eonsiderably and had thrown light oo many difficult
questions, - The Commission, it would seem, had.made fourteen recornmenda-
tions. Mosi of these required merely administrative setion, and here he
would say that it was the intention of the Government to earry out the eom-
nission’s recommendations in their entirety partly by legislation and partly
by administration; and in this way to secure that peace which they were all
longing for, that peace which was not merely of sneh importance to South
Afrien itself, but also to South Africa in her external relations, (Cheers.)

The Minister then went into minute details concerning the merits ques-
tion. ' . e

y . S

This left one other point, and that was the abolition of the £3 tax in
Natal, He did not intend to cover the -whole history of the tax. Honorary
Members knew tnat this system: of coolie lubour was introduced many years,
ago. As the number of the Indians increased, it became a matter of concern:
as to what steps should be taken to get some of these people hack to India.
In 1893 a mission, went from Natal t¢ India, and the result was.found in
the law passed in 1895-—the law they were now concerned with, .. Indentured
ooolies, after they had finished their term of service and who did npt wisik
to return to India, could stay in Natal after paying a £3 licence..  From
the very start the law did not promise to he 2 success, and after 5 years
another mission was sent to India to see whether it was not possible that the
indentures should expire in India. The mission did not meet with suéeess,
and no change was made. The Indians claim that this tax should be aboli-
shed, and this was one of the questions, the Solomon Commission went into,
The Commission came to the conclusion that the claims of the Indians were
fair and just and politic, and recommended the repeal of.clause 6 of the
Act of 1895, This course was adopted in the Bill, 'The Commission pointed
out that the tax was only payable by a small portion of the Indian popula-.
tion. The Commission pointed out that 11,000 males were at present liable
to the tax and shout 21,000 were still under indenture .or had been re-inden-
tured. The Commission also pointed out that the Indian population was
much larger, and that the people linble to the tnx were the least able to bear
the burden. When everybody paid a capitation tax such was easy to collect,
but where only a small portion of a population paid, it became . extremely
difficult, because they could only collect through the machine y of the police.
When a policeman wanted to make out that & man was liable to the tax, he
must prove that he came to Natal after 1895, which was most difficult, and
also that he did not come there as a free man, which was also very difticult,

From the very beginning this tax had been avoided in a wholesalg
fashion, and in 1905 the Natal Government passed & law by wlﬁch hr?clneit:tl:
ployer could accept the service of any of these people without making cer-
tain that they had paid the tax. That law had been on the Statute Book
for some years, but had never been carried cut, Just as it was difficult to

collect the tax from the Indians, it was found ju

] _ st as diffienlt, to colleet i
by means of this amending law., The Commission pointed out ;;hat the pos;f

tion had become very serious indeed, because these eople i i

the tax, wandered from place to place. The Commissi‘:m gtlev;:c%g]?t‘ht; ::;:f
ments that told against the tax, and finally came to the conelusion that the
tax should be abolished. The Minister pointed out that the evidence as to
whether the tax bad the effect of inducing these people to return to Indi

had been very qonﬂ;_ct:_ug, and the commission was not satisfied that the tn?
had bhad any effect in inducing the eoolies to return to India. The Commis.
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sion sugpested that the best course would be to repeal section 6 of the Act
of 1895, and the Minister pointed out that the result under this Bill would
be that no other alteration was made in the status of Indians in Natal.
Clause 6 gave power to the Government to give free passages to any Indians
willing to return to India, and renounce their rights of residence in South
Africa. The object of the Government was to nssist, in every way possible,
to induce them to leave the eountry and go back to India. He appealed
t6 Honorary Members, especially those from Natal, to assist the Government
in petting the Bill through this session. They had a unigue opportunity of
dealing with this troublesome question. It was a point which affected the
whole of the British Empire, and he was sorry to say that it was taking
another form in gne of the British Dominions, They rad resched a stage
after a long struggle when they could bring the whole matter to a conclusion,
and he would ask members, especially members from Natal, to assist the
Government on this oceasion and remove one of the most dangerous elements
that at present beset them.

~ The Prime Minister said that he just wished to clear up one or two
points which had been raised in the course of this debate, It was unneces-
sary for him to enter into the details and the merits of this measure which
had been made quite clear by the Minister of the Interior, It seemed to him,
however, that a large number of the Honorary Members did not quite under-
stand the objects of this measure. The Honorary Member for Rouxville, for
instance, had referved to one section of the Indian ecommunity, whereas the
Bill dealt with an altogether different section. He (the Hon. Member for
Rouxville) had referred to that seetion which was guite free and lived in
various parts of the country. The Bill now before the House had absolute-
ly nothing to do with these people. They were in the country, and remained
whether the Bill was passed or not. (Hear, hear.) The class which had
vested rights could not be interfered with in any way. The Bill only dealt
with these people who to-day were not here ss free men—they were in-
dentured labourers, the poorest elass of all.

An Hon. Member :—Yes, and the very worst, too. The Prime Minister
said that he trusted that the House would deal with the Bill and the principles
invalved therein earnestly and seriously, The principles concerned were by
no means superficial. He well remembered how from the very first they had
expertenced difficulties in the Transvaal concerning the Indian question, [t
had been quite impossible for any Parliament to say in an off hand manner,
“Put all these people out of the country, we do not want thom here,’” Only
by paying millions of pounds in compensation corld they have done anything
like that, and even then the matter would not have been settled, In these
circumstances he wished to appeal to members to deal with this Bill from the
point of higher statesmanship than what they desired and than what their
own personal wishes were.. He knew that in Sonth Afriea there was a great
and strong feeling of prejudice against the Indians,but he also knew that tha
people of South Africn would believe him when he said that e always had
done his utmost to keep these Indians out of the eountry. (Hear, hear).
Nor did be rise in the House to embrace these people.

But whatever they did, whatover their feelings were, they muit be just
and fair towards the Indians, When the Government esme to this House
with a Bill such as the present one, it should be understood that the Govern-

ment had gone into the matters involved most carefully, and had given all

these matters its serions and careful consideration. - The Government was

responsible to the House and to the people fur the measure it introduced,
and he trusted that the House would regard wus Bill from that point of view.
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(Hear, hear,} What had been most disappointing to him was to have listen~
ed to the speeches of Hon, Members representing Natal on both sides of the
House. It was regreitable that these Ilon. Members did not feel the matter
so seriously when they introduced the Indians into South Africa, ~ (Hear,
hear), If they had felt their responsibilities so keenly at the time they
wonld bhave consulted the rest of South Africs, and to-day the Country
would not have been faced with all these difficulties {cheers.) But if
to-day Hon. Members realise these difficulties so acutely, then they should
not forget that these difficulties were entirely the creation of the people
of Natal (Hear, bear.) Unfortunately, these Indians had not remained in
Natal only, and to-day these people were found in other parts of the country
as well. It was unplensant having to say this, but it had to be done (Hear,
hear.) But they had to do what was right and rair towards South Afriea.
Whatever their prejudices against the Indians, he (General Botha) qguite
agreed with My Merriman that it was their duty in this House as s Par-
linment and a Government, to work for peace, justice and fairness (Cheers).
They had to deal with people who were not represented in this House, and
whose presence in this country was due to the action of the people of Natal.
Therefore, he hoped that Hon. Members from Natal would help South Afrien
out of the difficulty in which it had been placed, And this they could do by
supporting the Bill now before the House. (Cheers.) He knew the Hon.
Member tor Braomfontein (Sir Anbey Woolls Sampson) was a rough rider,
and he trusted that his rough.riding would now be in the intercst of justice
and fairness (cheers)—and he was sure that if the Hon. Member carefully
thought over the matter he would give the ‘Bill his support. After all they
had seen and gone through in this country, the Prime Minister went on,
it must be quite clear that this House had to take the responsibility to deal
with matters as they were to-day—(Hear. hear)—and they should not intro-
duce legislation with a view to what was good for them only. They no longer
stood by themselves in four separate Provinees, and it was because they had
to consider a greater canse that they should see to it that, especially in this
matter, they did not go in the wrong direction. They must be eareful lest
they made their difficulties more acute than they were to-day, and more
serious than they could become if this Bill were passed- (Cheers.)

Hpe regretied the attitude taken by some Hon. Members, who had cou-
pled the native question with this Indian problem, They had no right to
do so. (Hear, hear.) When they dealt with native questions, they dealt
with native questions pure and simple, and they had to deal with the Indian
problem in the same spirit and its own merits. (Cheers.) It was useless
dragging in this native argument, beeanse he wished to say emphatically that
if there were one subject of which they had every right to be proud it was
this, that they; as a small minority, had always easily governed the large
native majority in South Afriea, (Loud Cheers.) He would like to ask
Hon. Members whether they had heard of a native refusing to pay his
taxes? The collector went round, and the natives came along of their own
free-will and paid their taxes. He wondered whether any tax colicctor wouls,
have such an easy task if sent to a farming community to collect taxes?
(Langhter). He held that instead of this question having been dragged in
in the way it had been done, this country had eause for gratification at the
obedicnce to the law always displayed by the native population, (Loud
Cheers.) One Hon, Member had stated, the Prime Minister went on, that
the effct of this Bill would be that a large number of Indians would ’settle
in the Free State. The Hon. Member, however, was mistaken, because the
Bill did not deal with the general aspect at gll. Under. this measnre no
such rights were gaiven. Hon., Members should be extremely careful in their
statements lest they should spread wrong impressions among the people, The
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Indians who were in Natal to-day could not go to the Transvaal, or to the
Free State. This question had been fully dealt with in the Immigration Re-
gulation Bill of last year. The Members should be eareful not to spread
" the impression that this House was now engaged in passing legislation giving
the Indians the right to go any where they pleased. This measure to a cer-
- tain extent only gave a definition. (Hear, hear.) It was under the Act of
last yeor that the women and children had come . The matter now before
the House was a most important one, and was one bristling with difficulties,
but they in this House should see to it, and should see to it carefully, that
the question was put right. ‘

It was for that reason, that he appealed to the House to deal with the
. subject on its merits and he trusted that this House would see the Govern-
ment was bound to pass this measure. ¢ We have introduced this Bill (said
the Prime Minister}, and we must stand by it, and I cannot see how we can
possibly drop it.  Therefore, I want to appeal to the House to assist us
in getting this Bill on the Statute Book. I know the subject is an extremely
thorny one, but to any one giving the matter his serious attention it must
become clear that the way proposed in the Bill is the only way te solve the
difficulties.” (Hear, hear). Proceeding, general Bothe referred to the
~ amendment of the Hon. Member for Victoria County, (Mr. Henwood), The
JTon. Member wag in favour of getting this question referred to a referen-
dum in Natal. But he (Prime Minister) asked, did not Natal, have this refe.
rendum, when by a majority it was decided to introduce the coolies? (Hear,
hear). It was essential that a solution be arrived at.  They could not have
any more strikes or upheavals in Natal such as they had had. It was im-
possible and impracticable to keep a standing command there, Probably
this Bill did not solve the matter in the way many Hon. Members desired to
ses it settled, but he (the speaker}, held that it was the only proper solution.
The question of the country losing revenue under this Bill had alse been raisea
To his {the speaker's) mind, it had always been difficult to recon.ile a policy
under which one section of the community was taxed differently to another
section in the way this had been done in Natal. In conclusion, the Prime
Minister said he hoped that the Hon. member for Vietorin County counld
realise that his amendment was impossible, as this was a question for which
the Union Government had to assume responsibility. What was to be the
result of the inerease in the Indian population? The Prime Ministor said
that they must keep Natzl Indians in Natal, but that wes impossible, they
would force their way into other provinces in due course. The time wounld
come when there would be no room for more Indians in Natal, unless the
whites moved out to make room for thern, They wonld not confine themselves
to working on the plantations and sugar factories, they were being better
educated and had higher ambitions. They wounld only stay at the labour for
which they were originally introduced long enough to enable them to start
in some other business. They were not fond of the work for which the
Indians were originally introdueced. The sons of the indentured Indians
were looking for something on a higher plane. How were they going to get
their desire, the only way he could see was for the white people to make
room for them by going out.

It was not merely a question of whether an injustice was being done
in connection with that £3 tax: it was a question of the future of Natal, It
has been said that there wonld be pence if that Bill were passed, but if the
Minister of Fingnee thought that there wounld be peace by giving in to de-
mands of the Indians in that respect he would subsequently find that he was
quite Wwrong, That was only o part of the programme of the demands of



28

the Indians. The Hon. member went on to refer io tie petition of the
Indians to Lord Crewe, in connection with which he said there were gross
slanders regarding alleged ill-treatment and degradation of the Indians ])y
the people of Natal. Those slanders were telegraphed all over the British
Empire and appeared in newspapers in all parts of the world, But they
bad not the courage to come forward and substantiate a single item of those
charges. That agitation for the repeal of the £3 tax did not originate in
Natal, but in India, and the people in the ecountry were being made tools of
to carry on the agitation. In the petition they asked that Indians through-
out the Empire shonld have rights of citizenship. Thet meant that here in
this country every Indian shonld have the same rights and privileges as the
white people, and if that House granted them the little point in that Bill
it would encourage them to make further demands, They could easily
afford to pay the £3 tax. The question before the House was an important
one to Natal, and the opinion of Natal should be taken on the matter before
the House passed such a measure.

Mr, W, F. Clayton {Zululand) said he was on the thorns of a dilemma,
If the Minister had divided the Bill into two parts he could have satisfied
his conscience. He was quite willing to agree to the first part of the Bill
which endeavonred to remove disabilities from those Indians who were free to
live within the borders of the Union, but not to the proposition that they
should do an injustice to a large and important part of the community the
white population of Natal. When they considered such an important sub-
jeet as that before the House they should eonsider it on broad lines and try
to place themselves in the position of those who wcre under a disability
in the matter. The Hon. Member for Victoria County had briefly sketched
the incidents lending to the position of affairs at the present time; he (Mr.
Clayton) wanted to say that the Indians in Natal might be roughly divided
into three classes. The first, the Asiatic, or as he was sometimes called, the
Arab, was a man who came there of his own accord to trade with the native
population, and who had since taken away the whole of the small white’s
store-keeping trade in the country and much of the native trade. That class
was strongly represented in the Peninsula here. The second class, the major-
rity of the Indian population in Natal, were free to leave or go where they
liked in the Provinee or engage themselves in any pursuit they pleased. As a
matter of fact they were entering into a wider sphere of occupation than
would have been believed to be possible when they came into the country,
The third class came vunder the operation of Act 17 of 1895, and
upon them was laid the burden of either going back to India, or re-inden-
turing and thus remaining outside of colonisation, and were called upon to
pay the £3 per annum tax,

He hoped Hon. Members would not confuse these classes when dealing
with the question. He maintained that on the main budy of Indians in
Natal, this £3 tax which it was now proposed should be removed, constitut-
ed no burden, but on that portion only which had come out knowing full wel
that unless they re-indentured themselves or returned to India they wounld
have to pay that tax. He would like the house to consider the grounds upon
which the Commission based their reasons for removing the tax. They re-
commended it for two reasons, the first was that the Act was inoperative;
another was that the tax was imposed upor & minority which would be
placed in 8 worse position than those who had come into Natal within re-
cent times. 'With regard to the first objection, he had figures to show that
the tax accomplished what it was intended to do. The Act was passed in
1895 owing to the faet that certain Indians were there not indentured, and
as the tax was not made retrospective it became operative in 1901, It
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wonld then be scen that the Act, as soon ss it came into force, had an im-
mediate effect. The figures of those returning to India in 1895, were 415; in
1896, 206; in 1897, 418; in 1898 188; in 1899, 503; in 1900, 448; in 1901,
639. Then the Aet cume into force in 1902, when 1,482 returned to India,
thus showing the effect which that tax had upon the Indians who had served
their term of Indenture. In 1903, the number was 2,029; in 1004, 1,672; in
1905, 2,078; in 1906, 3939; in 1907, 3484; and in the following year, accord-
ing to the evidence before the Commission, out of 7,735 who had completed
their indentures, 3,989 returned to India, those who were left, of course,
taking up their licences, In 1909 the number rose to 4,895. Who, he ask-
ed, would say the tax was inoperative? Rather, had it not served the pur-
pose for which it was imposed? The true reason was that the tax had not
been collected of late. If that had properly been done there was no doubt
but that the same proportion of Indians would have left Natal as in the
previous years, He thought that disposed of the first reason given by the
Commission for the abolition of the tax. In regard to the other point, that
the tax was piaced on 8 small portion of the Indian population, the guestion
might be asked: Why was it placed upon the small proportion and was it
not injustice done to that minority% They found that these Indians had been
taking up oceapations in the country instead of returning to India.

Mr, P, Duncan (¥Fordsburg): Why did’t you stop bringing them int

Mr. Clayton continning, said that o deputation went to Indin prior to
1895 to make representations to the Indian Government with regard to the re-
turn of its snbjects. The idea was that men should either work or go back
and not settle down in Natal, Nothing, however, eame of the deputation,
and in 1895 the Act was passed, The Natal Government, however, did not
wish to do an injustice to those who had been in Natal prior to the passing
of the Act, and these were allowed to remain without any disabilities, because
they had been ecalled to Natal, but thencg forward the Government was
resolved that those who come should be placed under the disability of paying
the tax, and there was no doubt that these people knew pertectly well under
what conditions they came to this eountry. Personally, he might say of all
those who had passed through his employ he had never heard a man dispute
the terms of his contract.  (Eear, hear.) e did not think any Indian
desired to remain in the country but that he looked forward to the time when
he would go back to India, and in asking that this tax should be removed
an act of injustice was being done to Natal. There was a very strong feel-
ing in the northern parts of Natal, that the country should not be over run
by Indians. Af a recent agrieultural conference two resolutions were passed.
The first related to the undesirability of having a permanent Indian popu-
latmﬁl aéld the second to the desirability of retaining the present tax of £3
per head, ‘e

During the existence of the Indisn strike he (Mr. Clayton), had heard na-
tives working in his own fields saying that if they could not get what they want~
ed they would have to strike as the Indians had done. The lesson of the Rand
strike, followed by the Indian strike, would make it strange if on some other

questions there might not be passive resistance on the part of the native po-
- pulation. That was a fear which had been expressed and made by public
men in Natal, and that was what had passed in his own mind when he thought
of their passing such a Bill as that. The Bill was not going to be final, and
would be a sort of stepping stone to civil equality and the franchise. It
might be contended that Natal was to blame for having brought these Indians
to South Africa. In 1874, when the second importation had been instituted,
it was on account of the drifting away of theic native labour to the diamond
fields of the Cape. Since thewr they had bad the drifting of their native po~
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pulation to the gold fields of the Union. If they (the Naw/ people) had been
selfish, it had been for their own preservation and.to do something for their
living and for their work. The question had been raised about these Indians
being British subjects. How would that view be dueit with, he asked, if
they . were to send 100,000 of their native subjeets to live in India, free to do
what, and go where, they pleased? The desice not to embarass the British
Government at the present time was a point which appealed to him, but in
reply to the right Hon, Member for Vietoria West (Mr, Merriman) he would
sy, suppose that a thousand Indians were shipped and arrived at the Cape,
Would the Hon. Member say that they would receive them with open arms and
make them their fellow subjeets¥ In Natal they had gone 1mnto the mire and they
. did not want to go deeper into it. They did not want a proposition that
would make them sink deeper into the mire, Referring to what the Prime
Minister had said, the Hon, Member said that, as an employer of Indians and
as one who came into contact with very many employers of Indians, effect had
been given to the law and the Protector of Indians had insisted over and over
again that they should provide for the payment of the arrears of the £3
licence by instalments. Every endeavour had been made to see that the law
was brought into operaiion. No man was going te run his head into a noose
for the sake of a few men who had not paid the licence. The case had heen
- prejudiced, us he had said by the non-collection of the licences in the past, ix
the days sinee Union,  As to what the Hon, Member for Weenen (Mr.
Meyler) had said about waxing fat on Indian labour, the Hon. Member for
Victoria County (Mr. Henwood) had never, so far as he koew, had an Indian
under his employ, so that it conld not be said that the Hon. Member waxed
- fat on Indion labour nor could it be said of the other Hon. Members to whom
he (Mr. Meyler) had alluded. Continuing, Mr, Clayton said that they be-
lieved that they represented public opinion in Natal on that matter, and
that the colonists of Natal were opposed to the continuance of the Indians
within the borders of Natal as golonists, The Hon, Member for Germiston
(Mr. Chaplin) had enquired what was the use of keeping that on, It was
costing the employers of Natal just as much having that indentured lahour
ws if these men were free men, but the difference was that if they be-
eame free men they might not return, but settle on the land. That was the
purpose of the tax, and a man must return after he had served his period.
He knew that the Immigration Board had sent a telegram that they agreed to
the abolition ot the £3 licence for the purpose of not embarassing the Bri-
tish Government, Their first duty in South A frica, said the Hon. Member,
wius to themselves—(Ministerial cheers)—and they had a right to protect
themselves, so that those who eame into the country knowing that they would
have to pay, and were now serving out their periods of indenture, might
finish their time and might be compelled to carry out the terms of their con-
traet under Which they had ecome to South Alrica. Knowing how the un-
colightened Native and Indian would regard that measure as yielding to
foree, he must oppost its second reading,

Mr, C, G, Fichardt {Ladybrand) said he could not wunderstand why
that coolie tax had not been collected, and if there was law which required
that the tax should he paid, it scemed that there was something wrong be- '
vause that tax had not been collected, and the Mipister of ‘Finance in his
specth  had  not  made it clear. why that tax had not
been coilected. 1f the Law had not to be ecarried out in  vepard
to Asinties in Natal, it was no use passing another law if it would shﬁ 1
lead to another evasion. Ho asked if the Minister of Finance would alllt)ni:
them to escape .thc Income Tax it they wandered about n the country—be.
cause the Asinties did wot pay their tax hecause it was said they wandered
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about, The native poll tax, the Hon, Member went on to say, was eollected
through the country, and it seemed to him that there were other yensons for
the non-collection of that tax on coolies than the reasen that it was diftieult
to collect, Instead of imposing further disabilities on the Asiatics they were
now rergoving disabilities and making it ensier for Indinns in that country,
The Hon, member proceeded to quote from the evidence given by Mr, Dick |
before the Indian Commission as to how Indians evaded and circumvented
the immigration regulation, It 2id seem to him, said the Hon. Member,
that instead of relaxing the laws they should be strengthened. The Asiatic
question was -such a serions one in South Africe that they could not, and
dare not, trifle with it.  The other dominions had taken steps to keep the
Asiaties out of their country, and these dominions had nothing like the diffi-
¢ult problem which they had in South Afrien in conneetion with the eolonred
question. It had been shown over and over again how when Europeaus and
Asinties came together the Europeans weni invariably to the wall. As to
what the Hon. Member for Durban, Berea (Mr. Henderson) had said about
the Orange Free State sitting  still, he  wowld  find  the
Orange Free State with him to a man in preventing the entry of any
more Indians to South Afrien, The Orange Free State was at present being
invaded hy Asintics from Natal as the Hon, member for Ficksborgh (Mr.
Kayter) eould bear out. The Hon. Member (Mr. Henderson} might rely
upon the support ot the people of the Orange Free State in regard to restrie-
tions against the Asintic entering that country. Denling with the position
of Natal, the Hon. Member said that if Natal had made a mistake in the
past and Natal had zeen that it was a mistake, South Afriea should see what
could be done to deal with that very important evil which existed in Natal.
Continuing, he said that the removal of the disabilities would be an encou-
ragement to Indians of all classes to stay in South Africa, and le thought
that they should not complicate their problems by the importation of more
colour to South Africn. A gentleman whose opinion was valuahble, told him
that in time the Free State would be overrun by coolies, nnd he asked his
friends not only to figcht for the purpose of keeping the coolies out of the
Free State, but to fizht so that more miglit not enter South Afrien, Messrs,
Gandhy and company had told them that this £3 tax busiuess was morely
the beginning, and that what they were aiming at was equnlity with the white
man and for the franchize. He read an interview which hod taken place
with Mr. Polak, who said that they wanted the assurance from the Minister
that the Immigration Act would be sympathetically administered. He also
said that the acceptance of the Bill did not mean the ahrogation of the elaim
to civil equality in South Africa. He thought that the members from the
Free State were opposed to any lightening of the burdens on Asinties,

As a convineed opponent of the sdmission of Asinties into South Africa,
he would oppose any loosening of the bonds. Instead of sitting there and
considering the question of removing disabilities on Asiaties in South Africa,
they ought to be considering legislation which would repatriate all these
Asiatics that we had in this eountry. He would vote against this Bill, he-
cause he helieved that in removing these disabilitics thev were opening the
door further to the admission of Asiatics into South Africa.

Mr. F. H. P. Creswell (Jeppe) said that the Hon. member for Pietor
Maritzburg, North, knew as well as he (Creswell) did that this was the only
stage at which it was eompetent for them to move an amendment indicating
their objection to the Government measure, on the ground there was no
provision for expenditure in a certain direction, which they believed ahso-
lutely necessary to make the policy of this Bill efficient. It was perfectly
open to the Minister in committee to propose an amendment to strengthen



32

Clause 6 by offering distinet monetary inducement to any Indians who were
prepared to emigrate back to their own country. With regard to the second
point, about which Mr. Speaker had some doubt, the question of the im-
portation of further indentured labonr, they anticipated, approving as they
did in the main of this Bill, that the main effect of the abolition of the £3
tux was going to be a distinet blow at the Indentured Indian Labour system.
The effect would be that the planters, if they wished to retain their Indians,
would probably have to pay them higher wages. They knew that influences
wounld be brought to bear on the Government, to which the Government would
always find itself amendable to depart from their present stated policy of
refusing to allow any further indentured supply to supplement the supply of
labour, which would be found to be running short. In two years' time they
might have pressure brought to bear on the Government to eause some other
experiment to be tried. They on the cross benches did not want one form of
indentured labour to be superseded by another; what they did want was that
the Government should recognise that the diffieulty was of our own caunsing,
and that we must spend money to induce as many Indians as possible to
retarn, Then, no longer under the fear of a continually advanecing tide of
Indian population, but with the stream flowing the other way, we should
be nble to deal with the whole matter in & calmer and wiser spirit.

Mr. J. G Keyter (Ficksburg) said to him it appeared that there wasg no
hardship in the contracts signed by the Indians. But now it ssemed that the
Indiang wished this house to alter the contracts which they themselves had
entered into. After having concluded the indentures they had to submit to
a certain pass, for which they had to pay £3. There were no real griev-
vances. What were called grievances were what the Indians were told by
agitators like Gandhi & Co.  If the collection of the tax was difficult, where
the Magistrate had to hand out the pass to the Indians for which he was
peid 3 Ibs. then he wondered how other taxes were to be collected. Burely, the
Magistrate hod a list of those people, and if they did not pay, there was the
police. If the tax was not collected, why then was it nott How could,
in these circumstances, the Government complain of lack of Revenuet How
did Gandhi, Polak & Co. know of this Bill, he asked, even before this House
knew anything about it He disagreed with the statement of the Hon.
member for Ladybrand, that Indians still entered the Free State. Since the
passage of last years’” Aet, he wished to say, to the credit of the Minister
of Finance, that no Indians had entered the Free State.  (Hear, hear). He
quoted the ease of an Indise who had been sent back from Ficksburg to
Cradock. It was simply a matter of Administration, and he wished to tell
Mr, Gandhi that if e with his followers entered the Free State he would
quickly be thrown over the borders. In conclusion, Mr, Keyter said that
he could nof vote for this Bill, aud that ke did not see any necessity to im-
pose fresh taxation, s2eing that such a large source of Revenne was neglected
and ignored.

The Minister of the Interior (Glencral Smuts), in replying on the
debate, said he had heard many arguments in the course of the debate, but
very few indeed against that Bill. = The whole force of the arguments had
been directed agninst the policy—the fatal, suicidal poliey adopted by the
Natal people many, many years apo. That poliey had been condemned
there more strongly by the Natal members than by members from any other
part of the Union. If Natal bad made a mistake many years ngo, and had
been trying to undo that mistake by trying to pass impossible legislation, that
did not absolve them from doing their duty. They found that it was possible
to-day to arrive at o solution—the subjeet was a difficult one, and the matter
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lLind cost a great deal of trouble already, but fo-dny they thought they could
come to some finality, Hon, Members asked what reason lhad he or the
Government for supposing that some finality might be reached i the matter,
Well, they had heard from the Government of India that they were satisfied
with the report of that Commission, and that if that report were pnssed they
would look upon it, from their point of view, as safisfactory. If the people
of that country could come to some solution which could be approved of by
the Government of England, as it had been approved of by the Government
of India, they had gone a long way towsards the solution of the diffieulty,
It was said would the Indians accept it? The Houn. Minister wont on to
quote from an article in “Indian Opinion” of June 3, where the Bill was
referred to, and other administrative actions which had been taken in terms of
the report of the Commission. The article wound up by saying that the
struggle that had gone on for years, and had meant enormous losses and
suffering to the community, might be said to be honourably closed,

He thought therefore that they might assume, whatever might lie in the
distant future, that if that Bill were passed, and the Government earried into
effect the other recommendations of the Commission, then they might assume
that they would have peace. The Hon. Member for Greyville had moved an -
amendment, the object of which was to go a good deal further. He (the
Minister} thought the Hon. member wanted more effective steps taken to see
the Indians in this country repatriated, and no further Indian labour hrought
here. To the last point no assurance was necessary, unless something quite un-

" foreseen happened no Ihdentured Indian labour would come inte South
Afries again, With regard to the other pcint, to secure repatriation he
might say that the Government would go a long way to secure that point
of view., From what he had heard, it was the universal opinion, not only
of the people of SBouth Africa, but also of the people of Natal, who threo
years ago sent a deputation to beg on its knees that the embargo should be
removed, and more Indians brought into Natal. He could assure Hon
Members from Natal that the Government would do all in its power to get
Natal out of the mire. They were at a very late stage of the session, and
they were determined to get the Bill through. If they over-loaded this Bill
with repatriation provisions they would cause trouble, lLet them deal with
that matter separately, and on its merits, The Government would favour a
policy of that kind, and go a long way to see it earried ont. He hoped that
the Hon, Mambers on the eross-benches would not therefore shelter themselves
behind this amendment, becaunse the Bill went a loag way in the direction they
desired. He thought the Government was proposing te take the right course,
and he hoped the House would stand loyally by the Government.

Mr. Spenker put the question that all the words after “that,” proposed
to be omitted from the original motion for the Sccond Reading of the Bill,
stand part of the motion, and declared that the “Ayes” had it.

Mr, C. A. Van Niekerk (Boshof) called for a division, which was taken
with the following result:

Ayes sEv VA IR AN APN I RANPIE NP RNRRRAE Y 60
Noes AR YR APEI R RAPF IR AR VR AP IR 24
Majority for the motion ........cvvvvvnv.. 36

It was therefore decided that the words ebould stand.
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The following voted in the minority : Messrs. Clayton, Myburgh, Keyter,
Henwood, Henderson, . H. W. Wessels, Maginess, Haggar, Andrews, H. P.
Sampson, Cresswell, Madeley, E. N. Grobler, Fawens, Wools-Sampson,
Lenchars, Fichardt, H. P, Serfontein, H. *W. Serfontein, J, H, B. Wessels,
Van Niekerk, P. G. W. Grobler, Wilcocks, and Boydell. ’

SENATOR MARSHALL CAMPBELL’S SPEECH

Senator Marshall Compbell said that he rose with very great pleasure
to support the Bill. He had always looked upon the treatment of Indians
s very eruel and unjust as regards that speeal licence upeon them. It had
been a mistake to get them into Natal. (Hear, hear.) It was a very great
mistake. The Imperial, Colonial and Indian Governments had come to an
agreement on each oceasion, but as time went on it had been found that the
agreement did not work as it should, and they had now come to a time when
they must very seriously look into the matter. It seemed to him so unjust
that a very small section of the Indian community in Natal should be spe-
cially taxed who were more industrious and useful, and produced more than
all the other Indians put together; and to put a tax on these people seemed
to him to be totally unfair. One section of the community—the planters, look-
ed upon the licence with the greatest pleasure because they anticipated that
the men would be forced to re-indenture; and they all knew that an indentured
man was more valuable than the free man, just as a slave was more valuable
than an indentured man. The law was bad because there had been no Ma-
chinery for collecting the licence. A timid man would pay the licence, and
another would not, and the Government servants would have money deducted
from their wages. He did not think that more than 6 or 7 per cent. of the
Indians from whom the money was due had paid the licence, If an Indian
had a grudge against another he would say that the man had not paid his
licence, There.were no means of collecting the money, and if an Indian did
not pay it, he could be committed for contempt of Court. He said that it
was o mistake to have brought these men to Natal, but having done so they
must treat them fairly. (Hear, hear.) These Indian traders about whom
they heard so much had been encouraged by large merchants and bankers,
He had asked a Banker once whether a certain Indian was reliable, and the
reply was that he had an over-draft of £41,000. (Laughter.) Senator
Campbell, proceeding, said that these traders had been given every credit,
and had paid for goods which they obtained from merchants in Durban and
Maritzburg; but later, when they had started importing themselves from
England and the Continent, the cry had been raised that their competition
was ruinous. He bad stood alone before in Natal against taxing that section
only. It might surprise Hon, Senators to hear that it was only 10 or 15 per
cent. of the Indians of Natal who worked for the sugar planters. Government
and the Corporation also were very great sinners, and the coal mines, in
importing Indians. In nearly every house in Natal the servants were In-
dians, The people who eried most were the people who had made a great
denl of money, and the comfort of whose house was dae to a great deal of
Indian servants. He hoped that ro other Senator would sp2ak as Senator
Winter had spoken. It was not the feeling of Natal only that they had to
considqr, but the feeling also of the Union and the Imperial Government.
The Bill was a very necessary and a just one, and he hoped it would be
pussed. They had some very rough things in sight if that Bill were nof
passed. He could support the Bill with all his heart.j
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THE SETTLEMENT

The following correspondence between Mr. Gandhi and General
Smuts, in confumation of a series of interviews, constitutes a perfect
- understanding between the Government and the Indian community in re-
gard to those administrative mafters which do not come under tho In-

dians’ Relief Bill:—

Department of the Interior,
Capetown, Cape of Good Hope,
30th June, 1914,

Dear Mr. Gandhi,

Adverting to the discussions yon have lately had with General
Smnts on the subjeet of the position of the Indian community in the Union,
at the first of which you expressed yourself as satisfied with the provisions
of the Indians’ Relief Bill and aceepted it as a definite settlement of the
points, which required legislative action, af issue between that community
and the Government; and at the second of which you submitted for the
consideration of the Government a list of other matters requiring adminis-
trative action, over and above those specifically dealt with in that Bill; I
:lilntdesi.red by General Smuts to state with reference®o those matters

at:—

(1) He sees no difficulty in arranging that the Protector of Indian

Tmmigrants in Natal will in foture issue to every Indian who is subject

to the provisions of Nata] Act 17 of 1895, on completion of his period of

indenture, or re-indenture, a certificate of discharge, free of charge, simi-

llg‘:r inagon; ;g tlhat issued under the provisions of Section 106 of Natal Law
o. 0 gl.

(2) On the question of allowing existing plural wives and the chil-
d?en of sueh wives to join their husbands (or fathers) in South Afriea, no
difficulty will be raised by the Government if on enquiry, it is found, as you
stated, that the number is a very limited one.

. (3) On administering the provisions of Scetion (4) (1) (a) of the
Union Immigrants’ Regulation Act No. 22 of 1913, the practice hitherjo
existing at the Cape will be continued in respeet of South African-born
Indians who seek to enter the Cape Province, so long ss the movement of
such persons to that Province assumes no greater dimensions than has
been the case in the past; the Government, however, reservo the right, as
soon as, the number of such entrants sensibly inerease, to apply the provisions
of the Immigration Act.

{4) _In the case of the ‘‘specially exempted educated entrants into the
Union,”(4.e,, the limited number who will be allowed by the Government
to enter the Union each year for some purpose connected with the general
welfare of the Indian Community), the declarations to be made by such
persons will not be required at Provincial borders, as the general declara-
tions which are made in terms of Section 19 of the Immigrants’ Regula-
tion Aect at the port of entry are sufficient, '

_ (5) Those Indians who have been admitted within the last three years,
either to the Cape Province or Natal, after passing the education tests
imposed by the Immigration Laws which were in force therein prior to
the coming into effect of Act 22 of 1913, but who, by reason of the word:
ing of Section 30 thereof, are not yet regarded as being *‘domiciled’’ in
the sense in which that term is defined in the Section in question, shall,
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in the event of their absenting themselves temiporarily fromi the Provinee
in which they are lawfully resident, be treated, on their return, as if the
term ‘‘domieile’’ as so defined did apply to them.

(6) He will submit to the Minister of Justice the cases of those per-
sons who have been in the past convieted of “bona fide passive resistance
offenders’’ (a term which is mutually understood) and that he anticipates
no objection on Mr. De Wet’s part to the suggestion that convictions for
such offences will not be issued by the Governmenrt against such persons in
the fature.

(7) A document will be issued to every “‘specially exempted educated
entrant’’ who is passed by the Immigration Officers under the instructions
of the Minister issued under Section 25 of Act No, 22 of 11913,

(8) All the recommendations of the Indian Grievances Commission
enumerated at the conclusion of their Report, which remain over and above
the points dealt with in the Indians’ Relief Bill will be adopted by thé
Government ; and subject to the stipulation contained in the last paragraph
of this letter the necessary further action in regard to those matters will be
issned without delay.

With regard to the administration of existing laws, the Minister de-
sires me to say that it always has been and will continme to be the desire
of the Government to see that they are administered in a just manner and
with due regard to vested rights. .

In conelusion, General Smuts desires me to say that it is, of course
understood, and he wishes no doubis on the subject to remain, that the
placing of the Indians’ Relief Bill on the Statute Book of the
Union, conpled - with the fulfilment of the assurance he is giving
in this letter in regard to the other matters referred to here-
in, touched upon at the recent interviews, will constitute a
complete and final settlement of the controversy which has
unfortunately existed for so long, and will be unreservedly aceepted as
such by the Indian community.

I am ete,
5d). E. M. GORGES
M K. Gandhi, Esq., &) GES
&  Buitencingel,
Cape Town.
7, Buiteneingel,

: Cape Town, 30th June 191
Dear Mr. Gorges, P ’ une 1914

I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of even date herewi i
forth the substance of the interview that General Smuts was plegeget:;:tg-
withstanding many other pressing calls upon his time, io grant me 0;1 Sa-
turday last, I feel deeply grateful for the patienes and courtesy which the
%{unst(ﬂ' showed during the discussion of the several points submitted

y me, :

The passing of the Indians’ Relief Bill and this corres
closed the Passive Resistance struggle which commenced innggegggtgaal:g
of 1906 and which to the Indian community cost much physical suffering

and pecuniary loss and to the Government much anxions thought and
consideration,

As the Minister is aware, some of my counirymen have wi
go further. They are dissatisﬁed that the Tra:v(li.?nlieenc‘c': le\l:vgdo?eﬂtlg
different Provinces, The Transvaal Gold Law, the Transvaal Townships Act,
the Transvanl Law 3 of 1885 have not been altered so as to give them full
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rights of residence, trade and owncrship of 1and. Some of them are dissa-
tisfied that full inter-provineial migration is.not permitted, and some ure
dissatisfied that on the marriage question the Relief Bill goes no further
than it does. They have asked me that all the above matters might be
included in the Passive Resistance struggle. I have been unsable to comply
with their wishes. Whilst, therefore, they have not been included in the
prograumme of Passive Resistance, it will not be denied that some day or
other these matters will require further and sympathetic consideration by
the Government. Complete satisfection cannot be expected wuntil full
civie rights have been conceded to the resident Indian population,

1 have told my countrymen that they will have to exercise patience
and by all honourable means at their disposal educate public opinion so
as to enable the Government of the day to go further than the present cor-
respondence does. I shall hope that when the Europeans of Sounth Africs
fully appreciate the fact that now, as the importation of indentured la-
hour from India is prohibited and as the Immigrant’s Regulation Act of
Jast year has in practice all but stopped further free Indian Immigration,
and that my countrymen do not aspire to any political ambition, they, the

+ Europeans, will see the justice and indeed the necessity of my countrymer
heing granted the rights I have just referred to.

Meanwllile, if the generous spirit that the Government have applied to
the treatment of the problem during the past few months continues to be
applied, as promised in your letter, in the administration of the existing
laws, I am quite certain that the Indian ¢community throughout the Union
will be able to enjoy some measure of peace and never he a source of
trouble to the Government.

Iam,
Yours faithfully,

(8d). M. K. GANDHI.
E. M. Gorges, Esq.,
Department of the Interior,
Capetown.

THE END

. A struggle of cight years' duration has at last finally closed.  The In-
dians' Relief Bill and the correspondence between the Government and
Mr. Gandli embody a complete and mutually satisfactory and honourable
settiement of the problems that were affected by the passive resistance
movement. For this happy ending we have to thank the Imperial, Indian
and Union Governments, the Motherlaud, guided and moved by Mr. Grk-
hale, and Mr. Andrews’ mission. The sufferings of thousands of Passive
Resisters, the Martyrdom of Valliamah, Narayanaswamy, Nagappan, and
Harbatsingh brought these forces into being- Passive Resistance, as a
lawful weapon, has thus cnce more been vindicated. The lengthy reference
made by Lord Gladstone to the settlement shows its importance. We are
greatful to His Excellency for clearly placing before the people of South
Africa the Imperial aspect.
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It now remains for the Union Government to follow up. this happy
solution of a dificult problem of a sympathetic and just administration of
the laws that affect the Indian conmnunity and for the latter to sho s by
its action that it is ever worthy of just treatment, If the community is
permitted to enjoy rest, it will be possible to find an easy method of deal-
ing with the matters dealt with in Mr. Gandhi’s letter and which some day
or other will demand attention in order that the resident population may
be restored to the ordinary rights of citizenship., For 1t must not he for-
gotten that, though there is cause for thankfulness in that the most press-
g grievances have been removed, we shall still labour under legal dis-
abilities which intense colour prejudice has brought into being. Admims-
tration of trade licence laws, largely on racial lines, the deprivation of the
right to own land in the Transvaal, the precarious position under the Trans-
vaal Gold Law, inter-provineial restrictions—these and many other such
limitations of our liberty show how true were Lord Gladstone’s words when
he said that the Indians’ Relief Bill did but the barest justice, indeed, it
ean only be taken as an instalment and as an earnest of the fnture, The
struggle will, therefore, have done much more than give us the Bill and
the administrative measures, if it has also altered the repressive polhey
nf the Government to a progressive one, such that we may look forward
te a steady improvement in the future,

FAREWELL TO Mr. AND Mrs. GANDHI AT DURBAN

The spacious Town Hall of Durban has only once before—on the
oceasion of the reception of the Hon. Mr. Gokhale—been the scene of
such a large and enthusiastic Indian gathering as assembled there to bid
farewell to Mr. and Mrs, Gandhi and Kallenbach on their departure to
England enroute to Indin. The body of the Hall, with the two galleries,
was quite full. There was also a fair number of Europeans present.

The Mayor (Mr. W. Holmes) presided, and was supported on the plat-
form by a number of Europeans, as well as leading Indians, Among the
former were the Rev. Hodson and A. A. Baillie, Messrs. C. 8, Jameson,
Karl Gundelfinger, Baumaun, Otto Siedle, F. A. Laughton, K, C. Eugene
Renand, and A, R. Michel, ' )

Telegrams of spology for non-attendanee were received from the
Bishop of Natal, General Botha, Mr. Smuts, Mr. J. X. Merriman, My
Burtons (Minister of Railways and Harbours), Sir Thomas Smartt, Mr,
W. . Hosken, SBenator Marshall Campbell, and many Indians in different
parts of the country.

.

The ccremony of garlanding and presenting bouquets to Mr. and Mrs,
Gandhi and the Mayor took place amid applause,

A telegram was read from Mr. Kallenbach regretting hie inability
and asking Mr. Gandhi to thauk the friends on his behalf for the address
presented to him.

“The Mayor said it gave him much pleasure to preside at the publie
reception to Mr. M. K. Gandhi on the occasion of his leaving their shores
on his retwrn to his native land.  Mr. Gandhi was personally known to
a large nuraber of the iuhabitants of Durban for many years past., Speak-
ing of him as a burgess of Durban he (the Mayor) could state that through-
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out his residence amongst them Mr. andhi was always held in the highest
esteem by all seetions of the community. (Applause.) It was a matter for
regret to the, official seetion of the community when Mr, Gandhi Jeit Dur-
ban in 1904, and relinquished the un-official position which he held as
the representative of the Indian community in Durban, In that position
- he was glad to testity that Mr. Gandhi rendered invalusble serviee to
the whole community—particularly on the oceasion of the outbreak of bu-
honie plague, when his cordial co-operntion with the Health Committee
enabled the authorities to stamp out the disense very rapidly. As Mayor
of Durban he was preeluded from making reference to Mr. Gandhi’s poli-
tical carcer, but he eould state that he honoured him as n man, and appre-
ciated the wholelenrteduess of his efforts to alleviate the conditions of hig
tellow-Indians.  During the eowrse of that afternoon, he the (Mayor) re-
eeived a number of telegrams chiefiy emanating from Johannesbury, protest-
ing against that reception, and stating that the Indian community were
not satisfied with the Relief Bill. With that matter he had no concern,
but he was given to understand that, so far as the Indian Community of
Durban was concerned, that demoustration in honour of Mr. Gandhi was
perfeetly unanimous. (Applanse).

Mr, A. Christopher then read the address-of the Reception Committee

~to Mr. and Mrs, Gandhi which was presented by the Mayor. . The address

was signed by Mr, C. H. A, Jhaveri, Chairman; Messrs, G, H, Miankhan,
and V, Lawrence, Treasurers; and Messis. Abdul Hack Kaji, Lazarus Gab-
riel, and A, Christopher, Seeretaries, :

My, Joseph Royappen read the speech of the Chairman of the Reeep-
tion Committee in which veference was made to Mr. Gandhi’s various
activities in Natal and the Transvaal, and as leader of the Passive Re-
sistance movement. Iun referring to some of the chief landmarks in Mr,
Gandhi’s eareer, he said, “The first and foremost of these is that our
brother set out on his life work to conquer hate by love. If any doubt
this, he has but to twrn to the puges of a small pamphlet issued by him
on his first return to Indin now nearly 20 years ago. There our leader
has set forth the teaching that envy, haired, and malice, emanating from
whatever e¢auses should be met and éan only be wiped out by an abundant
love. How he has won with lis weapon of peace 1s known to the world
to-day in the pain and suffering of himselt and his Followers in the great
Passive Resistance movement, The second begeon light of his life has
heon a ecomplete effacement of the s¢lf.  Here we find our brother, in all
hig life and thought and action, laying naside sell and consiflerations of
self, With him it has ever been his brother first and lust, and himself not
at all. The third feature of his life has been a ealm fearlessness. An
aspect of this characteristic is seen in his work during the Boer War
and the outbreak of Plague in Johannesburg. In the midst of pain and
suffering, his own life counted with him for nothing, but the lite of the
meanest being, & precions thing, worthy the priee of his own”. ,

Further addresses were presented from the Indiaw 3 Women's Associa-
tion, Indian Women's Sabha, Colonial-born Indians, Anjuman Islam, Shri
Hindi Jigyasa Sabha, District Indian Association, Tamil Mahajana Sabhn,
Malomedan Mastie Society, Zoroastrian Anjuman, Gujaratih Community,
Neweastle Indians, Daunhauster Indians and others. , o

Addresses were also presented to Mr, Kallenbach by the Natal Indian
Association, Anjuman Islom and Zoarastrian Anjuman.

The Mayor then enlled wpon Mr. F. A, Langhton, K. C, to address
the meeting. Mr. Gandhi, he said, velonged to the same profession as him-
self and there has grown between them a bond of friendship, which had
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grown stronger and stronger. Mr, Gandhi’s courage he had never see)
excelled—he  doubted whether he had ever seen it equalled
Selfishness, Mr, Gandhi bad none; he had sacrificed every
thing to his people, whom he loved, and he lett as poor a man as when hi
came to this country. His principles were such that he could trus
him among all the men he had known, He advised his Indian friends to e
guided by the principles which had led Mr. Gandhi.

The Rev, Mr. Hodgson congratulated the Indian community apon tl
success which had attended Mr. Gandhi’s efforts on their behalf. It wa:
a matter for thanks-giving that the troubles had been settled for some
time to come. He was impressed by Mr. Gandhi’s fearlessness. He was
ready not only to write and speak of sacrifice, but he was prepared to suffer
snd he believed, even to die. He (the speaker) would welecome the day
when there would be, in the words of a great South African statesman,
“‘equal rights for every civilised man South of the Zambesi,’’

Mr. Fred Bell as one who bhad worked with the Indian community of
Durban for over thirty-three years, wished to add a word of appreciation.
He referred to the marriage question as being one of the greatest of the
grievances and he was glad that the matter wag satisfactorily settled,

Mr. Gandhi, in veturning thanks, first explained why he appeared
in the mourning costume which he had been wearing sinee the time of the
strike. He hoped that they would forgive him for appearing in the
strange costume, which he had adopted on his premature discharge from
prison, as a sign of mourning. That mourning had gone, yet he retained the
- costume, and as the alternative was for him to wear the evening dress, he
felt that in the mental attitude which possessed him at that moment
he could not render a greater-respeet for them than in appearing as he
did. (Cheers.) Referring to the addresses which had been presented to
him, he said that, while be valued them, he valued more the love and sym-
pathy which the addresses had expressed. He did not know that he
would be ahle to make adequate compensation. He did not deserve all
the praise bestowed npon him. Nor did his wife claim to deserve all that
had been said of her. Many an Indian woman had done greater service
during the struggle than Mrs, Gandhi. He thanked the community on
behalf of Mr. Kallenbach, who was another brother to him, for the ad-
dresses presented. Tho community had done well in recognising Mr.
Kallenbach's worth. Mr. Kallenbach would tell them that he came to the
struggle to gain. He considered that, by taking up their cause, he gained
a great deal in the truest sense. Mr. Kallenbaeh had done splendid work
during the strike at New Castle and, when the time came, he cheerfully
went to prison, again thioking he was the gainer and not the loser., Pro-
ceeding Mr. Gandhi referred to the time of his arrival in 1897 when his
friend Mr. Laughton had stood by Lim against the mob. He slso remem-
bered with gratefulness the action of Mrs, Alexander, the wife of the late
Superintendent of Police in Durban, who protected him with her umbreila
from the missiles thrown by the excited crowd. Referring to Passive
Resistance, he claimed that it was a weapon of the pur-
est type. It was not the weapon of the weak. It needed, in
his opinion, far greater courage to be a Passive Resister than a physical
resister. It was the courage of a Jesus, a Daniel, a Cronmer, s Latimer,
and a Ridley who could go calmly to suffering and death, and the courage
of a Tolstoy who dared to defy the Czars of Russia, that stood out as the
grentest. Mr. Gandhi spid that the Mayor had received some telegrams
stating that the Indians’ Relief Bill was not satisfactory. It would be
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a singular thing if.in this world they would be able to get anything that
satisfied ‘every body, but in’the condition of things in South Afriea at the
present time hie was certain they could not have had a better mensure, *‘I
do not clyim the credit for it,”” Mr. Gandhi remarked, **Jt is rather due
to the women and young people like Nagappan, Narayanasamy, and Valli-
amah who have died for the cause and to those who quickened the con-
science of Bouth Africa. Our thanks are also due to the Union Govern-
ment. General Botha showed the great statesmauship when he said that his
Government would stand or fall by this mensure. I folluwed the whole
of that historic debate—historie to me, historic to my countrymen, and pos-
sibly historic to South Afriea and the world. - Proceeding, Mr. Gandhi said
it was well-known to them how the Government had done justice, and
how the  Opposition had come to their assistance. They had also reccived
handsome help from both the Imperial and Indian Governments, backed by
that generous 'Vieeroy, Lord Hardinge. (Cheers.) The manner in which
India, led by their great and distinguished countryman Mr. Gokhale, had
responded to the ery which came from the hearts of thousands of their
sountrymen in South Africa, was one of the results of the Passive Resis-
tance- movement, and left, he hoped, no bitter traces or bitter memories,
(Applause.)  “This assurance”, continued Mr. Gandhi, “I wish to give,
I go away with no illwill against a single European. I have received
many hard knocks in my life, but here T admit that I have received those
most precious gifts from Europeans—love and sympathy'’.- (Cheers.)

This settiement, he said, had been achieved after an eight years’
struggle.-  Indians in South Africa had never sspired to any politieal
ambition, and as regards the social question, that could never arise in
connection with the Indians. ‘‘J do not hold for one moment,’’ Mr. Gandhi
exclaimed, ‘‘that East and West cannot combine. I think the day is
coming-when- East must meet West, or West meet East, but I think the
social evolution of the West to-day lies in one channel, and that of the
Indian in another channcl. The Indians have no wish to-day to encroach
on the sécial ‘institutions of the Europeans in South Afriea. (Cheers).
Most Indiang are natural teaders. There are bound to  be trade jealousies
and those various things that come from competition, I have never been
able to find a’solution of this most difficult problem, which will require the
Yroad-mindedness and spirit of justice of the Covernment of South Africa
to hold the balance between conflicting interests’’, Referring to his stay
in South Africa, Mr. Gandhi said that he should retain the most sacred
memories of this land. He had been fortunate in forming the happiest and
most -lasting friendships with both Europeans and indiaus. He was now
returning’ to ‘India—a holy land, sanctified by the austerities of the ages,
In conclusion, Mr. Gandhi hoped that the same love and sympathy which
had been given to him in South Afriea might be extended to him, no
matter in what part of the world he might be. He hoped that the set-
tlement embodied in the Indian Relief’s Bill would be carried out in a
spirit of brondmindedness and justice in the administration’of the laws
lately passed in connection with the affairs of the Indian community.
*“Then,”’ added Mr. Gandhi, *‘there will be no fear on the part of my
countrymen in their social evolution. That is onc of the lessons of the
settlement, **
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" FAREWELL TO MR. AND MRS. GANDHI
AT JOHANNESBURG

Mr. Gandhi’s Speech

Johannesburg was not a new place to him, He saw many friendly faces
there, many who had worked with him in many struggles in Jobannesburg,
He had gone through much in life. A great deal of depression and sorrow
had been his lot, but he had also learnt during all those years to love Joban-
nesburg even though it was s mining camp. It was in Johanuesburg that
the foundation for the great struggle of puassive resistance was laid m the
September of 1906, It was in Johannesburg that he had found a friend,
a guide and & biographer in the late Mr, Doke. It was in Johannesburg that
he had found in Mrs. Doke a loving sister, who had nursed him back to life
when he had been assaulted by a countryman who liad misunderstood his
mission and who misunderstood what he had done. It wag in Johannesburg
that he had found a Kallenbach, a Polak, a Miss Schlesin and many another
who bad always helped him and had always cheered him and his countrymen,
Johannesburg therefore had the holiest associations of all the holy associa-
tions that Mrs. Gandbi and he would earry hack to India; and as he had
already said on many another platform South Africa next to India, would
be the holiest land to him and to Mrs. Gandhi and to his children, for, in
spite of all the bitternesses, it had given them those lifelong companions. It
was in Johannesburg again that the European Committee had been formed
when Indians were going through the darkest stage in their history, presided
over then, as it still was, by Mr. Hosken. It was last, but not least, Johan-
nesburg that had given Valliamma, that young girl, whose picture rose before
him even as he spoke, who had died in the cause of Truth. Simple-minded
in faith, she had not the knowledge that he had, she did wot know what
Passive Resistance was, she did not know what it was the community would
gain, but she ‘was simply taken up with unbounded enthusissm for her
people, went to guol, came out of it a wreck, and within a few days died. It
was Johannesburg again that produced a Nagappan and Narayanaswamy,
two lovely youths, hardly out of their teens, who also died. But both Mrs.
Gandhi and he stood living before them., He and Mrs, Gandhi had worked
in the lime-light; those others had worked belind the scenes not knowing
where they were going, except this, that what they were doing was right and
proper, and, it any praise was due enywhere at all, it was due to those three
who died. They hnd had the name of Harbatsing given to them; He (the spea-
ker) had had the privelege of serving imprisonment with him, Harbatsingh
was 75 years old. He was an: ex-indentured Indian, and when he (the
speaker) asked him why ke bad come there to scek his
grave, the brave man replied. *What does it matter? I know what you are
fighting for. You have not to pay the £3 tax but fellow ex-indentured
Indians have to pay that tax, and what more glorious death could I meett”
He had met that death in the gaol at Durban. ~ No wonder if Passive Resis-
tance had fired and quickened the conscience of South Atrics.

But, proceeded Mr. Gandhi, he concurred with Mr. Dunean in ic
he wrote some years ago, when he analysed the struggle, and said th?xltl l?:lt;ﬂg
that struggle for concrete rights lay the great spirit which asked for an abs-
tract principle, and the fight which was undertaken in 1906 although it was
a fight agninst a particular law, was a fight undertaken in order to combat
the spirit that was seen about to overshadow the whole of South Africa and
to undermine the glorions British coustitution, of which the Chairman had
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spoken so loftily that evening, and about which he shared his views. It was
his knowledge, right or wrong, of the British Constitution which bound him
to the Empire. Toar that Constitution to shreds and his loyalty also would
be torn to shreds, Keep that Constitution intact and they held him bound
a slave to that Constitution, He had felt that the choice lay for himself
and his fellow-countrymen between two courses, when this spirit was brooding
over South Africa, either to sunder themselves from the British Constitution,
or to fight in order that the ideals of that Constitution might be preserved—
only the ideals. Lord Ampthill had said in a praface to Mr. Doke’s book
that the theory of the British Constitution must be preserved at any cost if
the British Empire was to be saved from the mistakes that all the previous
Empires had made. Practice might bend to the temporary aberration through
which local circumstances might compel them to pass, it might bend before
unreasoning or unreasonable prejudice, but theory once recognised, could
never be departed from and this principle must be maintained at any cost.
" And it was that spirit which had been acknowledged now by the Union Gov-
ernment, and acknowledged too, nobly and loftily. The words that General
Smuts so often emphasised still rang in his enrs, He had said “Gandhi, this
time we want no misunderstanding, we want no mentsal or other reservations,
let all the cards be on the table and I want you to tell me wherever you think
that a partienlar passage or word does not read in accordance with your
own reading,” and it was so. That was the spirit in which he approached
the negotiations, When he remembered General Smuts of a few years ago,
whe told Lord Crewe that South Africa would not depart from its policy of
racial distinetion, that it was bound tp retain that distinetion, and that there-
fore, the sting that lay in this Immigration Law would not be removed, many
a friend, including Lord Ampthill, asked whether they could not for the
time being suspend their activity, He had said ‘No.’ If they did that it
would undermine his loyalty, and even though he might be the only person
he would still fight on. Lord Ampthill had congratulated him, and that great
nobleman had never deserted the cause even when it was at its lowest ebb,
and they saw the result the other day. They had not by any means to con-
gratulate themselves on a vietory gained, There was no question of a victory
gained, but the question of the establishment of the principle thai, so far as
the Union of South Africa at least was coneerned, its legislation would never
sontain the racial taint, would never contain the racial disability. The prae-
tice would certainly he different. There was the Immigration Law, It re-
cognised no racial distinctions, but in practice they had arranged, they had
given & promise, that there should be no undue influx from Indin as to Im-
migration. That was a concession to present prejudice. WWhether it was
right or wrong was not for him to diseuss then. But it was the establishment
of the principle which had made the struggle so important in the British
Empire, and the establishment of that principle which had made those suf-
ferings perfeetly justifiable and perfeetly honourable, rnd he thought that,
when they considered the struggle from that standpoint it was a perfectly
dignified thing for any gathering to congratulate itself upon such a vindi»
cation of the principles of the British Constitution. One word of eaution
he wished to utter regarding the settlement, The settlement was honourable,
1o both parties. He did not think that there was any room left for mis-
understanding, but, while it was final in the sense that it closed the great
struggle, it was not final in the sense that it gave to Indinns all that they
were entitled to. There was still the Gold Law which had many a sting in
it, ' There was still the Licensing Law throughout the Union which elso con-
tained many a sting. There was still a matter which the colonial-born
Indisns especially could not understand or appreciate, namely, the water-tight
compartments in which they had to live; while, there was absolutely free
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inter-communication and inter-migration hetween the :provinees - for Kuro-
peans, Indians had to be cooped up in their respective provinces. Then there
was undue Testraint on their trading activity. There was the prolubition
a8 to holding landed property in the Transvaal, which was degrading and all
these things took Indians into all kinds of undesirable channels. = These
restrictions would have to be removed. But for that, he thought, sufficient
patience would have to be exercised. Time was now at their disposal and
how wonderfully the tone had been changed, And there he had been told
in Capetown, and he believed it implicitly, the spivit of Mr. Andrews had
pervaded all those statesmen and leading men whom he saw. He came and
went away after a brief period, but he cextainly fired those whem he saw
with a sense of their duty to the Empire of which they were members. But,
in any case, to whatever cirourstances that healthy tone was due, it had not
escaped him. He had seen it amongst European friends whom he met at
Capetown. He had seen it more fully at Durban and this time it had been
his privelege to meet many Europeans who were perfeet strangers even on
board the train, who had come smilingly forward to congratulate him on what
they had ealled a great victory. ISverywhere he had noticed that healthy
tone. He asked European friends to continue that activity, either through
the European Committee or through other channels, and to give his fellow-
countrymen their help and extend that fellow-feeling to them also, so that
they might be able to work out their own salvation.

. To his countrymen he would say that they should wait and nurse the
settlement which he considered was all that they could possibly and reasonably
have expected, and that they would now live to see, with the co-operation of
their European friends, that what was promised was fulfilled, that the admi-
nistration of the existing laws was just, and that vested rights were respected
in the administration, that aiter they had nursed these things, if they culti-
vated European public opinion, making it possible for the Government of
the day to grant a restoration of the other rights of which they had been de-
prived, he did not think that there need be any fear gbont the future. He
thought that with mutusl co-operation, with mutual good-will, with due res-
ponse on the part of either party, the Indian community need ever be a
source of weakness to that Government or to any other Government, On the
contrary he had full faith in his countrymen that, if they were well treated
they would always rise to the occasion and help the Government of the dny:

And now it was time for him to close his remarks and say a few words
of farewell only. He did not know how he could express those words, The
best years of his life had been passed in South Africa. India, as his distin-
guished countryman, Mr. Gokhale, had reminded him had become a strange
land to him. South Africa, he knew, but not Iidia. He did not know
what impelled him to go to India, but he did know that the parting from them
all, the parting from the European friends who Lad helped ‘him through
thick and thin, wes a heavy blow, and one he was least shle to bear, and yet
he knew he had to part from them. He could only say farewell’ and ask
them to give him their blessing, to pray for them thst their heads might not
be turned by the praise they had received, that they might still know how to -
do thier duty to the best of their ability, that they

_ " might still e
the second and thie last should be the approbation og their O\fr{:l?:of,];:iginrfg’
“a.nd that then whatever might bo due to them would follow in jts own time, *

(From the Sowvenir of the Passive Resistance Mov, i j
Africa.)y " ' vement i Sonth



FAREWELL TO SOUTH AFRICA.

Just beéof:e lcuving. South Africs Mr. Gandhi handed to the Reuter’s
agent at Capetown the following letter addressed to the Indian and European
public of South Afriea:— i

I would like on the eve of my departure for India to spy o few words
to my countrymen in South Africa and also to the European community.
The kindness with which both Eurepean and Indian friends have overwhel-
med me sends me to India a debtor to them. It is a debt I shall endenvour to,
repay by rendering in India whai services I am eapable of rendering there,
and if in speaking about the South African Indian question 1 am obliged
to refer to the injustices which my eountrymen have received and may here-
after receive, I promise that I shall never wilfully exaggerate, and shall state
the truth and nothing but the truth. .

A word about the settlement, and what it means. In my humble opinion
it is the Magny, Charta of our liberty in this land. I give it the historic name,
not because it gives us rights which we have never enjoyed and which are in
themselves new or striking, but because it has come to us after eight years’
strenuous suffering that has involved the loss of material possessions and of
precious lives. I call it our Magna Charta beeause it marks a change in
the policy of the Government towards us and establishes our right not only
to be consulted in mafters affecting us, but to have our
reasonable  wishes respected. * It moreover confirms the theory of
the British constitution that there should be no legal racial
inequality botween different subjects of the Crown, no matter
how much practice may vary aceording to local circumstances.
Above all, the settlernent may well be called our Magna Charta, because it
has vindieated Passive Resistange as g lawful, elean weapon and has given in
Passive Resistance a new strength to the community; and I consider it an
infinitely superior foree to that of the vote, which history shows has often
been turned against the voters tlm{nselvcs. ' ‘

The settlement finally disposes of all the points that were the subjeet-
matter of Passive Resistance, and iu doing so it breathes the spirit of justice
and fair-play. If the same spirit guides the administration of the existing
laws, my countrymen will have comparative peace, and South Africa wil
hear little of Indian problem in an acute form.

Some of my countrymen have protested against it, The number of these
protestants is numerically very small and in influcnee not of very great impor-
tanee. They do not object to what has been granted, but they object that it
18 not enough, It is impossible, therefore, to withhold sympathy trom them.
I have had an opportunity of speaking to them, and I have endeavoured to
show to them that if we had asked for anything mcre it would have been a
breach of submission made on behalf of the British Indians in a letter adress-
ed to the Government by Mr, Cachalin during the latter part of last year and
we should bave laid ourselves open to the charge of making new demands.

But I have also assured them that the present settlement does not pre-
¢lude them from ngitation (ns has been made clenr in my letter to the
Seeretury of the Interior of the 16th. ultimo) for the removal of other
disabilitics which the community will still suffer from under the Gold Law,
the Townships Act, the Law 3 of 1885 of the Transvaal and the Trade Licen-
c¢s Laws of Natal and Cape. The promise made by General Smuts to adminis-
ter the existing law justly and with due regard to vested rights gives the



community breathing time, but these laws arein themselves defective, and can
be, ns they have been, turned into engines of oppression and instruments by
indireet means to drive the resident Indian population from South Afriea.
The coucession to popular prejudice in that we have reconciled om:selvas to
the almost total prolibition by ndministrative methods of a fresh influx of
Indian immigrants, aud to the deprivation of all political power, 15, m my
opinion, the utmost that could be reasonably expeeted from us. These two
things being assured I venture to submit that we atc entitled to full rights
of trade, inter-provineial migration, and ownership of Janded property being
restored in the not distant tuture. I leave South Afrien in the hope that the
healthy tone that pervades the European eommunity in South Afriea to-day
will continue and that it will enable Europeans to recognise the inherent
justice of our submission. To my countrymen I have at various meetings that
I have addressed during the past fortnight attended in several cases by
thousands, said, ‘nurse the settlement, see to it that the promises made are
being carried out. Aitend to development and progress from within, - Zea-
lously remove all causes which we may have given for the rise and growth
of anti-Indian prejudice and of agitation, and patiently cultivate and inform
European opinion so as to enable the Government of the day and legislature
to restore to us our rights” It is by mutual co-operation and pood-will that
the solution of the balance of the pressing disabilities which were not made
points for Passive Resistanee may be obtained in the natural course and
without trouble and agitation in an acute form.

The presence of 2 large indentured and ex-indentured Indian popula-
tion in Natal is o grave problem, Compulsory vepatriation is a physical
and political impossibility, voluntary repatriation by way of granting free
passages and similar inducements will not, as my experience tenches me, be
availed of to any nppreciable extent. The only real and effective remedy
for the great Btate to adopt is to face responsibility fairly and squarely,
to do away with the remnant of the system of indenture and to level up
this part of the population and make use of it for the general welfare of
the Union. Men and women who ean effectively strike in large bodies,
who can for a common purpose suffer untold hardships, who ean, undiseip-
lined though they are, be martyrs for days, without police supervision and
yet avoid doing any damage to property or to person, and who can in times,
of need serve their King faithfully and capably as the Ambulance Corps rais-
ed at time of the lute war (and which had among other elasses of Indians
nearly 1,500 indentured Indinns) bore witness, are surely people who will,

if given ordinary opportunities in life form an Lonoursble part of any
nation.

If uny class of persons have special elaim to be consi it 3
il_tduntured Indians and their children to whom South if‘i?ﬁﬁdﬁts 115;91(::}:):;&‘1::
cither a land of pdoption or of birth. They did not enter the Union as or-
dinary freo nunigrants, but they came upon invitation, and indeed even
after much conxing, by agents of South African employers of this class of
labour. In this letter I have endcavoured as sceurately and as fairly as
is in my power to set forth the Indian situation, and the extraordinary
courtesy, kindness and sympathy that have been shown to me during the
past month by so many European friends . The fravkness and cnerosity
with which General SBmuts in the interview that he was pleased tog ant me
n_ppn_mchcd the questions ot issne and the importance that so mg:uy dis-
tinguished members of both Houses of Parlinment attached to the 1mperial
aspects of the problem give me ample resson f

or believi _
trymen who have made South Africa their homes mu‘i‘é‘é‘ﬁvi“i%’i‘.}i’lﬁ"i‘u‘il
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. measure of justice and will be enabled to remain in the Union with self-res-
. peot and dignity.

Finally, in bidding good-hye to South Africa I would like to apologise
to s0 many friends on whom I have not heen able, through extreme pres-
sure of work, to eall personally. 1 onee more state that though I have re-
ceived many & hard knock in my long stuy in this couriry, it hag been my
good fortune fo reeeive much personal kindness and eongideration from
hundreds of European friends, well-wishers and sympathisérs. I have
formed the closest friendships which will last for years for this reason and
for many similar reasons which I would love to reduee to writing but for
fear of trespassing unduly upon the courtesy of the Press.  This sub-con-
tinent has become to me a sacred and dear land next only to my mother-
land, T leave the shores of South Africa with a heavy heart and the dis-
tance that will now separate me from South Afriea will but draw me closer
to it, and itz welfare will always be a matter of great concern and the love
bestowed upon me by my eountrymen and the generous forbearance and
kindness extended to me by the Furopeans will ever remain a most cherished-
ed Lreasure in my mermory.



