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INTRODUCTION. 

This Bull~tin IS composed of extrncts taken from "Indian Opinion" (pnb· 
lished in Durbn11, Natnl), during the ycnr 1914. It was in thnt yrar thnt tho 
settlement, known ns the Smnts-Gnndhi Settlement, was rr.<'ltllcd nt the end 
of June, just a month before the cnmmrn<·cment of the gi'cnt European wnr. 
The final steps, which led to the SettiCincnt, were ns follows :-Mr. G. K. 
Gokhnle had gone out to South Africa in the y"nr 1912, and hnd come to 
" verbal understanding with General Smuts, thnt tho 
£3 Poll Tn.'C (which caused more Indians back into 
indenture and was in every way degrading) shall be abolished and 
thnt everything should be done to provide just and fair conditions 
for those domicile(! Indians who were remaining in Nntnl. Mr. Gokhale, on 
his pnrt, along with Mr. Gandhi, agreed that there should be no opposition 
to the restriction of immigration into South Africa, !iO long as the Ad tlid 
not single out Indians, as n race, for this inunigrntion restriction to the y<•m· 
1913, the new immigration Bill wns brought in and pnssed without oppositimo 
from the side of the Indian Community; hut there was no sign whatcvm· ul' 
General Smuts either abolishing the £3 Poll Tnx, or dcnliug with ot.lwr 
Indian grievances, such ns the refusal of Government to recogniRe the vnlidit~· 
of Indian marriages. At last, after repented efforts to obtain justiN•, 
and after the promise mncle to Mr. Gokhnle had been opculy denied, Mr. 
Gandhi launcher! the passive Resistance struggle, which wn. immNiintcly 
taken up by many thousnntls of Indians, especially in Nntnl. During the 
last months of 1913, there were nearly 4,000 Indians in ,jail, induding pradi· 
cnlly nll the lenders nncl Mr. Gandhi himself. There were nlso impd.«mr<l 
many Indian Indies, including Mrs. Gandhi. Then followed 
certnin nets of shooting and violence ot V crulnn and Mount Edg<• 
cnmbe, in which many Indians were killed and wounded. 'l'hrsc aeL• of 
vioiP.nce and bloodshed rons~d the grentc•st indign~•tion in Indio. Tlu·y nls" 
<.aile<! the world's attention to the I11dinn sti•nggle in South Afrien. Alnny 
thousnnds more, among the Indians, were ready to court impriwnmcut. 

General ftmuts was fnced at this very time with n syndi~nlist strike on 
the mines, on the railways· and other services. The p<•ril wns nrw, whida 
threatened the whole South African Union with a revolution. General Smuts 
saw the coming danger and wa• cnger to settle the Indian struggle, if 
possible, before the Syndicalist strike hegnn. lie released .1\Ir. Gnnrlhi, Mr. · 
Polnk, Mr. Kallenbach nnd other lenders from jnil, nnd trie<l to get tlaem 
to agree to n Commission of Enquiry. Mr. Gandhi wem perfectly rcnrly to 
ngrce to the Commission, on the one condition that the Indinn Cmmnuuity 
should bnve n voice in the selection of one of the memhrrs of the Commi;. 
sion; for during nn earlier rnilwny strike this condition had been nil owed to 
the white workers. But this Genernl Smuts rcfosccl. It would be n blow to 
the white man's prestige to allow such things to Indi.ms. Mr. Onndhi nnd 
th.e !ndinn Community thereupon refused to give evid•nr•c before the Com­
miSSaon, to whose personnel they very strongly objected. 

At this f<lint, the Passive RcsiRtnnce strug-gle wn,; about to h""'in nil 
over agnin anrl it wns estimated that nt least 2o;ooo Inrlinn men nnd ';;·omr·n 
would court arrest. The march into the Trnnsvanl wa• to bc.gin on .Jnw 
nary 15. On January 8th General Srnul• despatched n tcl"A'''nan to AI,., 
Gnndhi, nddr<'l<<ed to Durbnn, inviting him to come to Pretoria for an in· 
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tervicw. lmmcdi:ttcly after the arrival of Mr. Gandhi in Pretoria, the 
syndicalist strike began. Mr. Gandhi, on being asked what his own position 
was, declared publicly thnt he would not think of joining the syndicnlist 
strike, even if invited to do so; because the Indian •tl'Uggle with Govern­
ment was of quite a different nature and chnrnctcr. The Indians were not 
to embarrass the Government by using any and every weapon; but only by 
using the fnir and honourable weapon of pns.~ive resistance. This declara­
tion, wns cabled all over the world by fumier nnd undoubtedly mnde n grent 
impression on world public opinion. It also made the steps that led to the 
Provisional Agreement more easily taken. Thnt tt,"feement wns reached on 
January 21, 1914. Meanwhile the Commission went oh sitting. Sir Benja­
min llobcrtson arrived from India to give evidence before it: but nil the 
while tho real work of settlement was being done by General Smuts nnd Mr. 
Gandhi outside the Commission. The present Government of South Africa, 
thn.ugh Mr. Duncan, hncl now brought forward n new interp~etation of the 
Settlement thnt wns then finally reached nt the end of June 1914. They sug­
gest that the vested 1·ights mentioned in it were merely those of individuals 
nnd certain township rights in the Trnnsvnnl. I have already borne witness 
in public that, during nil the ronny conversations with General Smuts, 
lending up to the agreement, in which, I was allowed to take n personal pnrt, 
there wns no doubt whatever that the South African, Union Government hac! 
agreed to preserve strictly nnd faithfully all the vested rights of the 
Indian Commcnity, which were then in existence. · It did not merely tt,"fee 
to preserve the personal rights to property of certain individuals, or their 
rights in certain 1'rnns\'nnl townships, but the vested rights of the whole 
Indian Community. On that point, there wns never left a shadow of a 
doubt at thnt time. If there hnd been the least doubt left, the Passive 
llc..:;istancc Stl'\lgglc. would never have been concluded so soon. · 

It is of the utmost importance, that the public botli in India and in 
England should have the documents bcfcre them in the coming finn! debate 
over the 'Clns.• Arens Bill.' These documents show this fact definitely and 
nnmistnknbly. For this reason, tho Imperial Indian Citizenship Associn· 
tion hns nsked me, through its Honornry Secretary, Mr. Jchnngir B. Petit, 
to eollcct those documents of 1914 and plnec then before the public in· a 
rcndnble manner. As I hnve tried to do this, I hnvc felt the inestimable los.•, 
nt such n time, of Mr. W. W. Pearson, who accompanied me to South Africa 
nnd took his share in every pnrt of the lnst 11hase of the stl'11gglc. HUi 
denth, lnst September, by n railwny accident in Italy, has been a irreparable 
los.•, not only to India it.•clf, but nlso to Inrlinns in South Africa. 

JUHU, !I.NDHERI, 

14th Mny 1924. 

C. F. ANDR~:WS 


