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PREFACE.

—ctt

-

THE first edition of this work, published early in
January, 1877, contained the concentrated results
of my studies during an uninterrupted residence of
six years in Russia—from the beginning of 1870 to
 the end of 1875. Since that time I have spent
in the European and Central-Asian provinces, at
different periods, nearly two years more; and in
the intervals I have endeavoured to keep in touch
with the progress of events. My observations thus
extend over a period of thirty-five years.

When I began, a few months ago, to prepare
for publication the results of my more recent observa-
tions and researches, my intention was to write an
entirely new work under the title of “Russia in the
Twentieth Century”; but I soon perceived that it
would be impossible to explain clearly the present
state of things without referring constantly to events
of the past, and that I should be obliged to embody
in the new work a large portion of the old one,
which has been long out of print. The portion to
be ecmbodied grew rapidly to such proportions that,
in the course of a few weeks, I began to ask myself
whether it would not be better simply to recast and
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“complete my old material. With a view to deciding
the question I prepared a list of the principal changés
which had taken place during the last quarter of a
century, and when I had marshalled them in logical
order, I recognised that they were neither so numerous
nor so important as I had supposed. Certainly there
had been much progress, but it had been nearly all

on the old lines. Everywhere I perceived continuity
~and evolution; nowhere could I ‘discover radical
changes and new departures. In the central and
local administration the reactionary policy of the
latter half of Alexander IL.’s reign had been steadily
maintained ; the revolutionary movement had waxed
and waned, but its aims were essentially the same as
of old; the Church had remained in its usual som-
nolent condition ; a grave agricultural crisis affecting
landed proprietors and peasants had begun, but it
was merely a development of a state of things which
I had previously described; the manufacturing in-
dustry had made gigantic strides} but they were all
in the direction which the most competent observers
had predicted ; in foreign policy the old principles of
guiding the natural expansive forces along the lines
of least resistance, seeking to reach warm-water
ports, and pegging out territorial claims for the
future, were persistently followed. No doubt there
were pretty clear indications of more radical changes
to come, but these changes must belong to the
future, ‘and it is merely with the past and the
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present that a writer who has no pretensions to
being a prophet has to deal.

Under these circumstances it seemed to me
advisable to adopt a middle course. Instead of
writing an entirely new work I determined to prepare
a much extended and amplified edition of the old -
one, retaining such information about the past as
seemed to me of permanent value, and at the same
time meeting as far as possible the requirements of
those who wish to know the present condition of
the country.

In accordance with this view I have revised, re-
arranged, and supplemented the old material in the
light of subsequent events, and I have added five
entirely new chapters—three on the revolutionary
movement, which has come into prominence since
1877 ; one on the industrial progress, with which
the latest phase of the revolutionary movement is
closely connected; and one on the main lines of
the present situation as it appears to me at the
moment of going to press.

During the many years which I have devoted to
the stuay of Russia, I have received unstinted assist-
ance from many different quarters. Of the friends |
who originally facilitated my task, and to whom I
expressed my gratitude in the preface and notes of
the early editions, only three survive — Mme. de
Novikoff, M. E. I Yakushkin, and Dr. Asher. To

the numerous friends who have kindly assisted me
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"in the present edition I must express my thanks
collectively, but there are two who stand out from
the group so prominently that I may be allowed to
mention them personally: these are Prince Alexander
Grigorievitch Stcherbdtof, who supplied me with
voluminous materials regarding the agrarian question
generally and the present condition of the peasantry
in particular, and M. Albert Brockhaus, who placéd
at my disposal the gigantic Russian Encyclopzdia
recently published by his firm (ZEnfsiklopeditcheski
Slovdr, Leipzig and St. Petersburg, 1890-1904).
This monumental work, in forty-one volumes, is an
inexhaustible storehouse of accurate and well-digested
information on "all subjects connected with the
Russian Empire, and it has often been of great use
to me in matters of detail.

With regard to the last chapter of this edition
I must claim the reader’s indulgence, because the
meaning of the title, ‘“The Present Situation,”
changes from day to day, and I cannot foresee what
further developments may occur befo)re~~the work
reaches the hands of the public. As an illustration
of this, I may mention that since this' work was in
type the legal position of Dissenters 'and Heretics
has been greatly improved by the lafge measure of
religious toleration granted by the Emperor in his
ukaz of April 30th.

Loxpon, 26¢h May, 1905.
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Prof. L. C. MIALL, F.L.S. Fully
llustrated. New and Enlarged
Edition. Two Vols,, 1s. 6d, each,

Physiology for Schools, By A. T.
SCHOFRIELD, M. D., &c. Illustrated,
Cloth, 1s. gd. ; Three Parts, paper,
5d. each; or cloth limp, 6d. each.

Reader, The Citizen. By the Rt.Hon,
H. O. ARNOLD-FORSTER, M. A,

- Revised, Re-set, and Re-illustrated,
15, 6d.  Also a Scottish Edition,
cloth, 1s. 6d,

Reader, The Temperance. By J.
DENNIS HIRD, 1s. or 1s, 6d.

Readers, Cassell's Union Jack
Seriegs. Wiih Coloured Plates and
numerous Illustrations. 6 Books,
from 8d. each.

Readers for Infant Schools, Col-
oured. Three Books. 4d. each.
Round the Empire., By G. R.

PARkIN, Fully llustrated, 1s. 6d.

Shakspere's Plays for School Use.
7 Books, Illustrated, 6d. each,

Spelling, A Complete Manual of,
By J. D. MoreLr, LL.D. Cloth,
1s. Cheap Edition, 6d.

Spendmg and Saving : A Primer of

Thrift., By ALFRED PINHORN. 1s.

Swiss Family Robinson, Ia words
of one syllable. With 4 Coloured
Plates, 6d.

Technical Manuals, Cassell’s. Illus-
trated throughout. 16 Books, from
25, to 45. 6d. (Liston application.)

Things New and Old; or, Stories
from English msmry. By the Rt,
Hon, H. O. ARNOLD-FORSTER,
M. A, Ilustrated. 7 Books, from
od. to 1s, 84d.

Things New and 014, Scholar’s Com-
panion to. ;Books 2d. each.
This World of Ours. By the Rt
Hon. H. O. ARNOLD-FORSTRR,
M. A, Uustrated, Cheap Edition,

25, 6d, ’

Troubadour, The. Selections from
English Verse, Edited and Anno-
tated by PHILIP GIBBS, 15. 6d.

“ Wild Flowers” Sheets, Cassell’s,
12 Sheets, each containing 10 €x-
amples of familiar wild Gowers
beautifully n-produeed in colours
and varnished, 1s 6d.



s
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Books for the L;[tle Ones.

BROWNE (MAGGIE)—
Pleasant Work for Busy Fingers.
“2s. 6d,

CARRINGTON (EDITH)—

Grandmother  Pussy. With
_numerous Illustrations., 2s, 6d.
HAMER (S. H.)—

The Little Folks Adventure Book.
With Colou:ed Plate and Iilustra~
tions, gs. 6d.

The Little Folks Picture Album
in Colours. With 48 Illustrations
in Colours. gs.

The Little Folks Animal Book,
With Coloured Plate and Illustra-
tions. 3s. 6d.

Cheepy the Chicken: Being an
Account of some of his most
Wonderful Doings. With Four
Coloured Plates and numerous
Illustrations by HARRY ROUN-
TREE. 1s. 6d. ; cloth, 2s.

Animal Land for Little People.
Tllustrated. 1s. 6d.

Birds, Beasts, and Fishes, With
Four Coloured Plates and nu-

merous Illustrations. 1s. 6d.
Master Charlie. Illustrated by
C. S. HARRISON, Coloured

boards, 1s, 6d.

Micky Magee’s Iienagerie; or,
Strange Animals and their
Doings. With Eight Coloured
Plates and other Illustrations by
HArrY B. NEILSON. 1s. 6d.;
cloth, 2s,

Peter Piper’s Peepshow. With
Tilustrations by H. B. NEILSON and
LEwris BAUMER. 1s. 6d.; cloth,
25,

Quackles, Junior: Being the Ex-
traordinary Adventures of a Duck-
ling. With Four Coloured Plates
and other Illustrations by HARRY
ROUNTREE. 1s. 6d.; cloth, 2s,

The Foolish Fox, and Other Tales
in Prose and Verse. Edited by.
With Four Coloured Piates and
numerous Illustrations. 1s. 6d.;
cloth, 2s.

HAMER (S. H.)—Continued—
The Ten Travellers. With Four
Coloured Plates and numerous
Illustrations by HARRY B. NEIL-
SON 1s. 6d. ; cloth, 2s,
The Jungle School; or Dr,
Jibber-Jabber Burchall’s Acad-
emy. With Illustrations by H,-
B. NEILSON. 1s, 6d.; cloth, 2s,
Topsy Turvy Tales. With Illus-
trations by HARRY B. NEILSON,
15. 6d.; cloth, 2s,
Whys and Other Whys; or,
Curious Creatures and Theu'
Tales, By S. H. HAMER and
HARRY B, NEILSON. Paper
boards, 2s. 6d. ; cloth, 3s. 6d.

Bo-Peep. A Bookfor the Little Ones.
‘With Original Stories and Verses.
Ilustrated with Full-page Coloured
Plates, and numerous Pictures in
Colour. Yearly Volume, Picture
boards, 2s. 6d. ; cloth, 3s. 6d.

ENOX (IsA CRAIG)—
The Little Folks History of
England. With 36 Ilustrations
and 4 Coloured Plates, 1s. 6d.

“Little Folks ” Half-Yearly Volume.
Containing 480 pages, with Six
Full-page Coloured Plates, and
numerous  other  Illustrations.
Picture boards, gs. 6d. Cloth gilt,
gilt edges, gs. each

. “Little Folks” Plays. Each con-

taining 2 Coloured Plates and
numerous Illustrations. 6d, net
each :—

CINDERELLA. By Miranda Hill

RUMPELSTILTZKIN AND DUMMLING. Two
Plays. By Miranda Hill.

How 0 GET UP A CHILDREN'S PLAY.
aggie Browne.

“ thtle Folks” Song Book. With
Four Coloured Plates, 2s, 6d, -

REDFORD (CHRISTIAN)—
Little Folks’ Sunday Book,
trated, 2s.

The O0l1d Fairy Tales. With
Original Illustrations, Cloth, 1s.
“Tiny Tots” Annual Volune.

Boards, 1s. 4d. ; cloth, 1s. 6d.

Illus-

CASSELL & COMPANY, Livitep, La Belle Sauvage, Ludgate Hill, Lonion.



