
TRUTH ABOUT 
"" 

THE TRAVANCORE 
..... 

EDlTCATIONAL POLICY 

JOSEPH THALIATH, M.A., Bar-at-Law, 
Ret i.red Chief Justice, Travancore 

TrtiVAN DRUM 

U OCTOBER IUS 



TRUTH ABOUT 
THE TRA VAN CORE 
EDUCATIONAL POLICY . . 

Joseph Thaliath, M. A .. , Bar-at-Law, 
RETIRED CHIEF JUSTICE, TRAVANCORE 

TRIVANORUM 
14TII OCTOBER, 11145. 



FORI: WORD 

This booklet contains the full text ' of a speech 
delivered by Mr. Joseph Thaliath, M. A., Bar -at-Law, at 
a meeting oF Catholics held at Trivandrum on 14th 
October, 1945. We recommend this to all who desire 
to get a correct view of the question involved in the 
controversy relating to the primary education in T ravan. 
core. The speech also reveals certain undesirabl~ 
features connected with the agitation trat is being 
carried on, in and Ol.ltside T ravancore against religious 
education. 

Mr. Joseph Thaliath has been a judge and Chief 
Justice oF the High Court of Travancore for over 
seventeen years. . He was also a Judge of the High 
Court of Cochin for some time. In both the States he 
enjoys the highest reputation as a judicial officer. It 
may be doubted, if any man ever sat · in these High 
Courts, whose judicial eareer answered more exactly to 
the conception of a "just and upright judge". 

In what esteem he was being held by the Mem­
bers of the Bar is evidenced by the fact that at the~ 
time of his retirement, the Members of the Advocates' 
Ass~ciatio:1 oF the Travancore High Court put up a 
portrait of his in their hall, an honour they have 
extended so far in their long existence to only one 
other Judge, viz., the late Mr. Karimpet Rama Menon, 
M. A, Bar-at-Law, another Chief Justice of the High 
Court of Travancore .. 

Publishers. 



TRUTH ABOUT THE E 
EDUCATIONAL t"ULI..._.Y 

Introduction 
We are passing through very exciting days, In the welter 

and ec~fusion erea.ted by the agitation against our schools and colleges• 
many false charges are also being levelled against us. 

We are accused of teaching our religion in our schools to 
Hindu, Muslim and Non-Catholic students and that we are insisting to 
continue to do so in future. · This charge is not made by outsiders alone, 
who may not be familiar with tha'oonditions in Trava.ncore; but it is be­
tag indulged in by other people here, who have held responsible positiom.t, 
a.nd who could have known even otherwise, the actu,a.l state of affairs .. 
The real fact is that we teach Catholic children alone our religion in 
our school:i and that only outside class hours. Not even general ethics -
is being taught to Hindu, Muslim or Non-Catholic students in any of 
our primary schools. This is not a practice introduced in recent times.· 
The Catholic schools have never imparted religious ins~ruction to any 
except Catholic children. 

We are also accused of st:l.nding against the introduction of 
free and compulsory primary education in the country. Yo1;1 know this 
is also a. false eha.rge. 

There is also a set of people who are saying· that we started 
an agitation quite unnecessarily. They contend that there has been no 
change introduced recently in the matter of imparting religious educa­
tion in denomil'\ll.tional schools, or in the matter of getting grants for 
such schools. According to them, we have no grievances at all, and that 
we have started a.n agitation with some ulterior motives. . 

At the very outset, let me state what is the real position of 
Dihe Catholics. We welcome the introduction of free and compulsory_ 
primary edueatic..n in the State. Our demand is that we should have 
the liberty of maintaining our denominational primary scbcols, where 
we CAll teach cur religion to our own children, outside class hou.rs. 
Though the Government, by their decision, published. in the Gazette 
Extraordinary, concede this demand, the Catholics }lad reasons for 
ontertaining roo.! apprehensions, that all their primary schools would 
be taken over {rem them by the State. At present the only remaining 
question, as far as we are eonoerned, is whether our denominational 
1:\Chcds will in future get reasonable grants ~rom the public funds. 



The resolution for taking over the management of all tho 
private primary schools by t,he State was passed in the Assembly and 
Council only in last August and the Gazette Extraordinary announcing 
the Government's decision came out only on 12th Se)Jtember. Still 
most of the people who accuse us with all kinds of wild charges, seem 
to ha.ve forgotten entirely the sequence of events~ that led up to the 
present position. To get a. correct perception we have to look heck n. 

little. 

The Education Reorganisation Committee 

Let us begin from the date of the appointment of the 
Tra.vancore Education Reorganisation Committee. The Committee was 
constituted by a Government Order, dated 24th November 1943. The1 
Committee's terms of reference were "to enquire into the existing 
educational system in the State and to formulate proposals for its 
reorganisation with due regard to post-war developments". The Com­
mittee consisted of 43 members representing various sections interested 
in the education in the State. The Chairman was Mr. H. C. Papworth, 
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of the University of Travancore, who was a. former 
Director of Public Instruction in the Madras Presidency: Besides 
Mr. Papworth, there were on ~he Committee the following Government 
Servants: The Director of Public Instruction; Acting Director of Public 
Instruction; Director of Research; Principal, Engineering College; 
Principal, University College; Secretary, Government Central Stores; 
Principal, Training College; Registrar, University of Tra.vancore; a. 
Lecturer of University Ccllege; a Division Inspector of Schools; 
Organiser, Vocational and Welfare work in Schools; Inspector for 
.Muslim Education; an Additional District Judge and the Secretary to 
the Committee. Apart from these 15 Government Servants there was 
also on the Committee, Mr. {;1loor S. Pa.rameswara Iyer, who is the 
Dean of the Faculty of Oriental Studies, University of Travancore; but~ 
he is not now a full-time Government Official. There were 13 members 
altogether from the Upper and Lower Houses of the Legislature. 
Among these '1 iind the name ol the Deputy President of the Assembly 
as well. There were 11 members to represeT.lt aided schools and 
colleges and of fuese 9 were Christians. Out of these 9 Christians, 
there were 4 Catholics, 3 of the latter being Bishops and the other the 
Principal Gf a First Grade College. These with two members to 
represent Commerci.n.l Community and a retired Division Inspector of 
Schools, made up the 43 members of the Committee. From the above 
enumeration it is abundantly clear that there were enough and more 



3 

members on the Committee-to safeguard the interests of the Govern-· 
ment. Also it will be apparent that the 9 Christian members interested · 
in aided schools could not have unduly influenced the rest of the 
34 members of the Committee. The Committoo was a. thoroughly 
representative body, and most of the members on it were men who· 
oould speak with authority and experience on educational questions in 
Travancore. This learned Committee took one year and 5 months for 
their deliberations, and their Report was signed by the members· 
on 22nd March 1944. The Report is unanimous; no dessenting or 
explanatory note has been recorded by any member. · 

Some of the unanimous recommendations of the Committee 
which are relevant for our present controvel'By are: 

1) Primary education should be made free and compulsory for 
all boys and girls between the ages of five and ten. 

2) Tho two main branches of Educational Management, vi»-, 
Government and Private, should continue. · 

3) On the one band, Government should have adequate control 
over all private agencies; on the other hand, there should .be 
provision for liberal grant-in-aid. 

4) The Committee accepts the principle that all teachers, 
whether in Government schools or private schools, should 
receive the same rate of salary and that, in respect of condi~ 

tions of service and security of tenure, there should be no 
distinction between the Government school teacher and the 
private school teacher. 

5) As a practical measure, in prima.ry schools Government 
should pay a grant equal to 75 per cent of the salary of the 
teachers, and although the managers are expected to pay the 
remaining 25 per cent, this need not be made a. condition of 
recognition in the case of schools already in existence. No 
private management, however, should be permitted to open 
new scho<ls unless at the time they apply for such permission 
they are already paying their teachers the minimum salary 
given in Department:J schools. 

The three Catholic Bishops and the Catholic Principal of 
tho First Grade College who are members on the Committee have 
subscribed to the above recomendations. All the Catholic members of 
both the Assembly and the Council supported the motion that primary 
eJucntion should be made free and compulsory when it carne up for 



4 

consideration in the. respective Houses. In all the articles thll.t appeared 
i.n Catholic Papers, in the speeches made and resolutions passed at the 
Ol.~bolic protest meetings, 'fOU will not find a single word against the 
introduction of free and compulsory primary education. If any mention 
ia made at all, it will be only to welcome it. Yet in the confusion 
created by the agitation directed against the Catholic schools and 
eol.leges, we are accused in the Press and on the Platform a.s standing 
~inst the introduction of free and compulsory education and thus 
oonstimting a ba.r against a.1l progress in the State. 

4 

Another aspect of this uns.nimous Report which I would ask 
you to note is that it was signed by a.1l the Government Servants on the 
Committee without the slightest demur. If the Government had even 
the haziest notions of taking over the management of all private schools 
on 22nd March 1945-the date· the final Report was signed by the 
members-do you think thll.t all the Government Servants on the Com· 
mittee would hn.ve subscribed to the proposition that there should be 
provision for liberal grant-in-aid and that as a practical measure, in 
primary schools Government should pay a grant equal to 75 per cent of 
the salary of the teachers or that they would have approved the state­
ments like these in the body of the Report? 

"From the:Je figure~ it is clear that a very considerable 
and worthy contribution to primary and middle school education 
is JDade by private agencies and that the State cannot afford to 
lose this valuable asset. Although the itroduction of compulsion 
may involve the opening of new 'schools by Government wherever 

. necessary, every help and encouragement should be given to private 
managements to improve their schools and to open new ones ...... 
We are definitely of opinion that well-conducted and efficient 
schools should be generously aic.led by Government". 

As I said, the final Report of the Committee was approved 
and signed on 22nd March 1945. It is seen from the printed Report 
t.bat it was presented to the Government in May 1945. Some time 
before the Assembly and Council met for the Budget Session, each of 
~heir members was presented with a copy of the Report of the Edu· 
cation Committee, but those copies were marked "Confidential". The 
Dii!cussions on the Report began on 3rd August 1945 in the Assembly, 
which met ti~t, with an introductory speech from Mr. Papworth, the 
Chairman of the Committee. n was only then that the general public 
could have h.a.d any correct notions about the recommendations d the 
C:mmittee. Though the Retx>rt was not published and not aYailable to 
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the public, sinoo there were 43 members on the Committee repreB6nting 
various interests, and since there were also certain newspaper report& 
giving the bare outlines of sqme of the important recommendations of. 
the Committee, all those agencies, anxious to know about the Commit­
tee's recommendations, must have had an impression, that nothing 
revolutionary was recommended by the Committee. So people were 
lulled into that belief, and they WAnt on in that peaceful atmosphere till 
they began to read in newspapers about the discussion in the Assembly, 
on the resolution that private primary schools should all be taken over 
by the Government. This resolution-which, if carried in the HouB6 
and assented to by the Government, would have put out of existence 
2169 private primary achools in the State-was taken up for discussion 
after lunch time on 8th August 1945, and the discussion was concluded 
and resolution carried before lunch on the succeeding day. One 
interesting feature of the voting is that the Pro-Vice.Chancellor of the • 
University, who was Chairman of· the Education Committee, the 
Director of Public Instruction, the Deputy President of the AsB6mbJy 
and a few others, all of whom had subscribed to the Comrnitte&s 
&port, as well as all the other Government members in the Assembly, 
voted en bloc fol"' taking over all the private primary schools by the 
State. Those Government members who signed. the Committee's 
&port and who had come to certain definite decisions after deliberating 
for nearly a ·year and a. half and who, in the meantime bad consulted, 
as mention!)d in the introduction of the report, many learned educational 
reports and also had the assistance of several experts, had all to go baek 
on their \'iews, because of the persuasive eloquence of the mover of the 
resoluticn, who, I am told, is a. contractor by profession, and three or 
four cf his supporters. The discussion on the resolution oould not 
have lasted for more than two or three hours altogether. The conver­
sion of Mr. Po.pworth and other signataries to the &port must have 
been sudden and oomplete as in a. revival meeting. 

The Historic Resolution in the Assembly 

Let me also say a word about the resoiution. The members 
of the Assembly sent in no less than 69 resolutions on the &port of 
the Educ.a.tion Recrgn.nisation Committee for discussion in the Assembly. 
On tl:e 2nd August, the Secretary to the Assembly printed and circu­
lated 65 resclutions. The offending resolution was not among them. 
Evidently it bad not then reached the Secretary. Almost all theee 
rosclutions were. for· implementing the recommendations of the 
Committee. On 3rd August, the Secretary to the Assembly again 
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circulated a list of 4 resolutions, and the resolution, that bas now 
become so famous, is the 69th and the last. On going through the 69 
resolutions I find a number of members sending in resolutions on the 
l.lt\IDe subject such as religious education in Schools, the increase 
of the. aalary of the teachers, etc., etc. But for- te.king over all 
the private primary schools by ·State, there was only this solitary 
resolution. 

1.'he resolution was carried, as I aaid, before lunch time on 
the 9th August. The bouse was engaged with ~ther matters after 
lunch. That was the final day of the Assembly. The next day, the 
lOth August, the Council met and the Dewan President announced at 
lib8 very commencement of the proceedings that the Goverament have 
decided to ta.ke over all the private prima!:l' schools. You may be startled 
t.o bea.r this. I was, indeed, taken aback when I came across such a 
st.atement in The Deepika, while I was going through some issues cf 
that paper, containing the. Assembly and Council proceedings. The 
official Report of the proceedings even of the first day of the Assembly 
ia not yet out, and so we have necessarily to depend on reports pub­
liahed in the newspapers. It was in a report issued by the A. P. I. 
and published in The Deepika that I reM about the Government deci· 
aion. The relevant portion reads: .. The Dewan also announced that the 
Government have decided to take over all private primary schoois", At 
first I could not believe this statement 1io be correct, because ofthe 
sudd~nness of the decision and also because it goes quite counter to the 
tanor of the Press Communique, the decisk>n announced by the Gazette 
lhtraordinary, and the statement to the Press issued by the Dewan all 
ol which came subsequently. Another consideration also stood against 
my accepting the correctness of the report. The Dewan was announcing 
the Government decisjon to the Upper House even before that, House 
had an opportunity to dis::uss the sa.me question and express an opinion 
thereof. Though the A. P. L Report was published in The Deepika 
with bold headlines: "Government Decided To Take Over Primary 
Schools-Statement In Council By Dewan", I wanted yet confirmation 
from some other source. I sent for a copy of The Bharathi, a pro­
Government paper, of the corresponding date, and there I found the· 
same announcement appearing in the Dewan's speech with which he 
open6d the Council proceedings. In The Bharathi the report appeared 
unler the headings: "Government's Goa.l-Dew.an's Important State· 
ment Thereon-Plain Hints Regarding Assembly's Discussions". The 
B1!Mathi's report also will tell ua why the decision was announced 
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before the Council itself bad a.n occasion to express its opm1on. The 
Dharathi Report reads: "The Dewa.n continued; Now let me explain 
to you the Government's policy on oertain questions. What I am 
going to mention here bad the approval of the Assembly. If you think 
that there is any defect in the Government's policy, I am prepared to 
give you enough time to express your opinion. The Government have 
decided that no religious instruction should be given duriog school 
hours. Government think that this is neoessa.ry. The Ass9mbly 
adopted the resolution by 39 votes against 19. Next the question arose, 
if the Government could give '15 per cent of the cost of the primary 
education as grant, why not the Government take up the whole primary 
education under their direct management. The Assembly has decided 
by 52 votes against 8 in favour of Government's direct management. 
Considering aU the circumstrmces, the Government have decided to do 
so on the ba.sis of a ten year programme. Under this system the whole 
pay of the teachers ha.ve to be met by the Government. But this being 
an important duty Government ha.ve resolved to strictly carry out the 
decision". 

So the Government have decided the question and announced 
its decision openly in the Council on the lOth August. But in the Press 
Communique issued by the Government on the 31st August, we a.re 
told that the Government have yet to make the decision. I have to 
come back to this Press Communique later on, but for the present. 
purpose let me read to ycu one or two statements from it: "If the 
Government accept tbe.recommenda.tions of the Assembly and Council... 
and assume responsibility for the management of primary educatiOn ... " 
Again .,Even if the Government decide to make themselves responsible 
for the management of primary education etc". And now let us see 
what is stated in the Gazette Extraordinary 'dated 12th September, 
announcing the Government decision. The Government order begins 

' like this: "Having bestowed their anxious consideration on the subject, 
Government have come to the conclusion ... a.nd decided to assume contrcl 
and mano.gement of primary education, etc." And in a. statement h>sued 
to the Press on 22nd September by Sir C. P. Rama.swami Iyer, the 
claim is again put forward tlllit the decision was arrived a.t after mature 
consideration. For, the statement says: "It is needless to add that 
Government arrived at their decision after the most careful consider­
ation". But it is not clear whether the decision referred to here is of 
lOth August cr cf 12th September. 

A!ter the Dewan President b.'l.d announced the Government's 
dt'<:'isiou in the Council, you can more 0~ Jess imagine what must have 
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been the nature of the di&cussion dn the t·esolution in that House 
When Catholic members ho\vever strongly urgad the necessity of having 
Catholic schools for educating Ca.tholic children, the Dewan relented a 
hi~ from the position that the State itself should manage all primary 
schools and conceded that Ca.tholics may have their own schools a.nd if 
these schools come up to the standards fixed by the Educa.tivn Depart­
ment they will get recog!lition but; no grant. The Dawan was quite 
definite on this point •. The Mail of August 23rd reported: "The Dewan 
said that there was absolutely no objection tel connuct religious classes 
in the schools outside the class hours and that; there was nothing to 
prevent the private agencies from running schools, provided they con· 
formed to the standards set by tha Government". The only thing was 

· that they will not be given any gra.nt by the Government. The Council 
approved by a. majority vote the decision the Government had already 
taken. 

When the Educa.tion Committee Report was being discussed 
in the Council, The Deepika ca.me out with ons or two leading articles 
contending for the continuance 'of the C&tholic primary schools under 
Catholic management and at the same time receiving aid from the 
Government. The Powra:thwani, another Catholic daily, took up the 
iia.me attitude. About t~1is timJ R1v. Fr. CJ.rty also wrote a letter to 
The Mail, calling upon tha Tr&vancore Government to decline to accept 
the resolution pJ.Ss~d in the A~s3mbly and CJuncil. 

The Government Communique 
A Government Communique was issued on 31st August as a. 

reply to the above menti:med critics. I shall go through this Com· 
munique in some detail. It stJ.~es b one place: "It is a well known 
f<J.Ct that in a. very large number of privately managed schools, the 
t~hers receive nothing more than the Government grant and in many 
cases not even that. Tbii disgraceful and dishonest trt>atment accorded 
to large numbers of telChers has not been rectified in any way &"\ a 
consqueoca of the Joint P1utoral Latter of the Ca.tholic Clergy of Kerala. 
to which one of the articles refers". Leaving aside the venom that 
is exhibite:i here against the Catholics, let me ask bow the Communique 
ca'l assert as a fact, that in many ca.ses the teachers do not get the 
whole of the gra:tt given by the Government. For the last one year 
and more the Government were paying the salary grant directly to the 
teachers. Even the contrjbution the managers ha.d to give to the 
tea.chen as dea.rness allowaDCe, was not allowed to be paid 
directly int.o the handil of the teachers. ·The manager's contribution 
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should first be deposited in the Government treasury, and then the 
Government would add their contribution to the sala.ry grant of the teacher 
and it was for this eon110lidated amount, cheques were issued to indivi­
dual teachers in private schools. Some people seem to think tha.t starting 
private school is as lucrative as starting chitties and restaurants. If it 
is so, why is it, in thesd days of struggle for existence pra.ctica.lly one 
community alo~e has ente~ed this field? 

The Communique deals with the argument tha.t if the Govern­
ment could give 75 per cent of the p'l.y of the tea.cbers M grant they 
could a.s well pay the whole salary and mana.gea.ll the schools themselves. 
I sha.ll deal with this aspect later on. 

Next the Communique says: "This resolution was carried i~ 
the Assembly by 52 votes against S, a"'d in the Council by 30 to 4, a.nd 
it would have ma.de no differe~ce to the result in either House ha.d the 
official members rema.ined neutra.l". Even if the Government members 
had abstained from voting, the resolution would ba.ve perhaps been 
carried in both the House::~; but, the fact that the Government members 
6ft bloc voted for the resolution must ha.ve considerably influenced the 
voting of other members, especially of the nominated members. At any 
rate, if the Government members did not vote, the majorities would 
have been far less impressive and the Government would not ha.ve been 
able to state h the very next sentence: "The large majorities by which 
the resolution was carried show that there is overwhelmbg consensus 
of opinion that, if Government are cillei upJn etc., etc," For this 
overwhelming consens'ls of ophion, the votes of the Government mem­
bers have contributed substantially, though perhap:i not overwhelmingly. 

Papa.l Encyclical Misqnoted 

The Communique extracts the following statement from tho 
Encyclical of Pope Pius XI on Christian Education of Youth: 

"It is a.n inalienable right as well as the indispensible duty of 
the Church to watch over the entire education of her children in 
all institutions, public or priv:J.te not merely in regard to the 
religious instruction there given, but in regtlra of every other 
branch of learning and every regulation in so far as religion and 
morality are concerned", 

The italicised is as given in the Communique. And the 
Communique then comments thus on the passage extracted: "In other 
words, the Church claims a divine right to dominat8 sclwols". 
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By extracting ~ quotation from the Encyclical some people 
might think, tha.t,the person who drafted the Communique must be 
well versed in that Encyclical. It is, however, certain that the author 
of the Communique has not carefully read the Encyclical. He may not 
have ~ven seen it. If he had c8.refully read the whole of the Ency· 
clical he would not have expressed his comments in, such categorical 
terms. 

I shall presently read to you the same extract and also some 
other passages from the Encyclical which will show that the inter· 
pretation put in the Communique is entirely wrong. There is internal 
evidence in the Communique to show, that its draftsman is more 
conversant with rationalistic literature than with Papal Encyclicals. 
For the extract from the Encyclical and the opinion expressed on the 
same, appear to have been taken from au article written by one 
J. W, Poynter in the Rationalistic Annual o/193'1. The Encyclical 
under reference is known by the name Divini MQ{Jistri; Poynter mis­
takenly calla ib by the name '~Rappresentanti.", There is not even such 
a. word in the Latin language. The same mistake occurs in the Com­
munique. Poynter rJso after extracting the relevant portion of the 
Encyclical adds: "In other words the Church claims a. divine right to 
dominate schools", So it is the opinion of PoY.nter that was reproduced 
in the Communique' without a.cknowledgementl The only originality 
shown here is to emphasize the las~ two words in the comment by 
undediniog them. Let us now ~ what sort of a person is this 
Po}'nter. who was taken by the author of the Communique as a. 
reliable guide to the teaching of the Catholic Church on the question of 
educating her children. In one portion o( his article, Poynter himself 
e.dmita that he is a. renegade. 

In the extract from the Encyclical a. wrong 'impression is 
given by underlining certain words, which Poynter himself has not 
done. I shall read to you the same extract as it ought to be read and 
emphasizing certain words and expressions so that what wa.a meant by 
the passage may become quite clear, -

"It is the inalienable right as well as the indispensable duty 
cf the Church to watch over the entire education of her children in all 
institutions public and private, not mer~ly in regard to the religious 
instruction there given but in regard to every other branch of learning 
a.nd every regula.tion in so far a& religion and. marality are concerned,", 
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It refers exclusively to the religious teaching of the Oa.thoti~ 
chlldren e.nd also their studies in other branches of learning in so far as 
religion and morality are concerned. It is not difficolt to rea.lise tOOt 
in other branches of learning the questions rega.rding religioo and 
morality may often crop up. Wh!t.t is wrong on the pa.rt; ()f the 
Church to be solicitous to watch over . the education · of baJo 
children in secular subjects, i.n. so far as it affects religi<m and~?' 
If the draftsman of the Communique ha.d the full text of the Enoycliea.t 
with him a.nd ha.d carefully rea.d it, I think, be would not have been so 
very assertive. For it is explicity sta.ted in tha very same Eocyelica.l 
that "the Church does not interfere with the regulation of the State, 
because the Church in her motherly prudence is not unwilling that her 
schools and institutions for the education of the laity being in keeping 
with the legitimate dispositions of the civll a.uthority; she is in every, 
way, ready to co-operate with this a.uthority a.nd to ma.ke provisions for· 
Ule mutua.l understanding should difficulties a.rise". · 

Yotlng bJ Christian Members 

"Special a.ttention", co11tinues the Communique, "must be 
given to the fa.ct thA.t the majority of Christians both in the Legislative 
Assembly and the C.:>uncil voted for the resolution that the Governmen~ 
should take over the ma.na.gsnient of prima.ry educa.tion". This is iJl.. 
dee:l a. vary bJld stata:nent since it is entirely untrue. In the Assembly 
Messrs K. M. Paul, K. A. Ma.thew, P. Yesua.dia.n a.nd A. Nesa.mony a.re the 
4 Christian members who voted in favour of the resolution. The S Chrie­
tia.n members who vote:l a.ga.inst a.re: M3Ssrs P. K. Kurio.kose, Chazika.tto . 
J'o~eph, J. T. MJrais, K. T. Michael, K. Varghese Itha.co, J. E. A. 
Pereira., P. 0. Thoma.s and D. Thom:l.S. Three Chfistia.n members. 
Messrs P. M. Varghese, V. I. Indicula a.11d K. G. Thoma.s rema.ind neutral. · 
Even if we a.dd the votes of the Chri:Jtian Government members in the 
Assembly, viz., Messrs Pa.pworth and Kumara. D.J.S, who rea.lly bad 
no choice in the matter, only 6 Christians voted in favour of the reso- · 
lution while 8 Christians voted ag:J.inst. In the Council, Messrs 
Sathyanesa.n and T. W. V. Pil.rk a.re the 2 Christians who voted for the 
resolution, while Mrs. Kora and M;,ssrs K. S. Joseph, Paul Tba.tia.tb .. 
and K. C. Chandy were the 4 Christians who voted ag:J.inst. ·Mr. A. 
Gabricl NaJar remained neutral, Evan if we a.dd the vote.of the 
Government member, Mr. Papworth, there were only 3 Christian 
members wl.w voted in favour, whereas 4 voted against;. In reference 
t:1 TM Powralw.lni the same paragraph of the Communique said: .,It 
is quite untrue to say that the proposal is an unpardonable insult t() 
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Christian educational endeavour and that it will cause grief to twenty 
lakhs of Christians". If these statements of The Powradwani are 
cha.ra.cterised as quite untrue, I do not know with what terms we have 
to chara.cterise the attempt on the part of the author of the Communi­
que in making out in a Government Press Communique that the 
majority of Christians in both Houses supported the measure. The 
statements whether the proposal is an unpardonable insult to the 
Christian educational endeavour or that it would cause grief to twenty 
lakbs . of Christians, are difficult to prove or disprove. B1ft the fact 
tbat who all voted for and against the motion among Christian members 
in the two Houses must have been. well known to the draftsman of the 
Communique and was a matter for easy verification and proof. 

'The last two paragraphs of the Communique refer to the 
letter written by Fr. Carty to Thd Mail. Fr. Carty has already 
replied to this and I do not wish t~ add anything except to say one 
word in reply to the following statement in the Communique: "To 
state without any attempt llo verify the statement that the Legislature 
bas dooided to eliminate a.1l private educational institutions is an abuse 
of the privilege of public contra.versy. The proceedings of the Legis­
Ia.mre are available for s.ll to read", This statement was made on 
31st August 1945. We are now in tho middle of October; ev~n to-day 
the proceedings of the very first day of the Assembly a.re not available 
for any to read. 

Before I leave this Pres Communique I have to draw your 
~~ottention to the sta.nd taken therein by the Government as regards the 
important questicn tba.t is agitating us to-day, viz., whether our pri­
me.ry schoob will get finaTJcial aid from the Government if we teach 
religion to our Ca~tholic children outside school hours. This is the 
relava.nt portion on that point in the Communique: "If Christians or 
any otber body of people desire to conduct their own schools in their 
own way and for the benefit of their own body, they will be 
free to do so; and if such schools satisfy the standards of attainments 
presoribed by the E:luca.tion Department, they will be granted recogni· 
tion, but they will not be eligible for financial aid from Government. 
There are already schools of this kind recognised in the State". The 
inte'ltio'l appaa.rs to be firm not to give any grant to our primary 
iiChools as they exist tc4y. 

Bishop's Pastoral Letter 
Scme time after the date of the Communique I was referring 

to till now, viz., 31st August 1945. the Pastoral Letter of the Bishop 
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of Changa.nacllerry came to the notice of the Government and on the 
6th September the Government is:sued notice to His Lordship to with- • 
draw the Pastoral Letter and to exprASs open regret for having issued 
it. Two weeks' time was given to His Lordship to comply with the 
Government's demand. As I tolJ you, the notice was issued on the 
6th September. In some of the daily papers of Travancore that came . 
out that very day, there was an A. P. I. news item relating to the 
denominational schools iu Ceylon. The news appears to have emanated 
from Colombo on 29th August, though it found a. place in the Travan-­
core Papers for the first time only on the 6th September; tha.t is, after 
8 days, exactly synchronising with the issue of the notice by the 
Government to the Bishop. The news alse~ was very depressing to 
~ose who were contending for the rights of the private management. 
~he last paragraph in the news item alone is relevant in this con­
nection. It reads: "The schools that are likely to be affected are 
Christia.n Mission S~hools, which after 1948, will eitluJr hatve to h.an&­
over the ma71<11Jement to t"M Government to be run as Stoi,s imtitution& 
giving /ret educati01~ an.~ without religious bias ar stand an their own 
legs in t"M matter of rutmin.g th6 institutim according to their religiou.! 
faith&. In tluJ latter case, most o/ such institutions can stand only a 
s'tenJer chance of survival". (Italics mine.) Both the Triva.ndrum 
Dailies, The Bharathi and The Kaumudi on the 6th September published 
this news with prominent a.nd attra.ctive headlines. That was in 
Malaya.la.m. On the 7th September TluJ Kaumudi, which contained the 
A. P. I. news that the Government have asked the Bishop of Changa.na­
cherry to withdraw His Lordship's Pastoral Letter, also published the 
news that carne from Colombo, this time in English. The editor must 
have realised fully the importance of that news before be decided to 
publish the same news twice, once in Ma.la.ya.l:.m and then in English. 
The Dewan also bas relied on this news item in his Ampala.puzha. 
speech. After stating the position of schools in Ceylon a.s mentioned in 
fhe A. P. I. news, be observed: "It wa.s quite clear that Ceylon wa.s 
trea.ding the same path as ourselves". The same idea. the Dewan 
repeated in the interview he gave to the representative of the 
Associated Press of America. I have to deal a.t some length with the 
position of denominational schools in Ceylon. Just now I need only say 
tha.t the portion I have quoted out of the news item is extremely mis­
leading. In Ce}·lon, if existing denominational schools come within the 
free system, they can continue to be under their own ms.nagement 
a.nd a.lso will receive the full salary of the teachers a.s grant from the 
State. 
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Very soon after the notice was issued to the Bishop it became 
known tba' His Lordship was no' going to withdraw the Pastoral 
Letter. In the event of the refusal by tha Bishop, the Government 
bad to carry out the threat held ou~ in the notice for non-compliance. 
Better counsel, however, prevailed and by issuing a Gazette Extra· 
ordinary announcing the Government decision about primary schools 
even before the time of grace allowed in the notice, the question of the 
withdrawal of the Pastoral became a mere side issue. 

The Government Order in thiit Gazette Extraordinary states 
that, "in view of the agitation sponsored by certain organisations and 
the misconceptions that, notwithstanding what has been stated 
publicly more than once by me and on behalf of the Government, still 
persist, the Government wish to mako certain points clear". The only 
question tha.t was agitating the minds of Catholics and most Christia.ns 
after the date of the Press Communique was whether they will get 
grant from public funds for conducting their scho<.ls as they do at 
present. On this point tlie Government Order is extremely vague. 
A close reading of the Order, howerer, leaves· in me the impression, 
that it wants to carry out the intention expressly stated by the Dewan 
in the Council, viz., \he denominational schools may continue to e:a:ist, 
but they will not get any Government grant. 

On 16th of September, the Dewan made his Ampalpuzha 
speech. The speech, even •as it appeared in The Mail whicb, I am 
!;old, undergoes a double distillation before it goes out, shows that the 
speaker must have been very much agitated while making the speech. 
See, for instance some of his statements: "Speaking on behalf of His 
Highness's Government and as a fully accredited representative of that 
Government, the recent Order whereby the Government bas asaumed 
responsibility of the primary education of the State, together with the 
6nancial burden involved therein, will be implemented and no obstruc­
tion and no threat will prevail against the inerradica.ble resulve of the 
Government to implement the scheme", "This is an occasion (Jf the 
assumption by .the Government of the responsibility for primary edu· 
cation and the fina.ncial burden cf aucb education, which were an 
essential, inescapable and inevitable policy of the Government from 
which they will not depart", Why all this talk about threats and 
counterthreats? The Dewan bad only to make clear whether the 
Government were pre:r.ered to give grant to private primary scbocls in 
future if they will conform to the existing type cf dencminaticnal 



schools, that receive grant now. The report of the speech given out by 
A. P. I. to the local papers and published in some of them, gave a. 
glimmering of hope. For there were in that report passages like this: 
"It was actually suggested in the Assembly that a Catholic might teach 
the principles of Catholicism inside school hours to the Catholic 
students, and leave the others to play abont in the compound. It was 
then pointed out how such a. system would not work and therefore it 
was suggested that religious instruction should be given outside school 
hours. The whole question, said the Dewa'1 was very simple. Are you 
going to teach the religion within or without school bcurs. If the 
management wants to give religious instruction outside school hcurs 
they might continue to do so". The Dewan also concluded his speech 
in these words: "I trust in sober moments there will be time for 
reflection and ratiocination on the part of those, who, on the basis of a. 
misconception, have uttered wild and whirling words ignoring their 
complications". But the actual words the Dewan used about the 
conditions which will entitle a school to receive grant from Government 
was as vague as ever. His actnal words are: "Representing 
His dighness's Government and charged with the duty of admini­
strating to his various subjects belonging to several creeds and faiths; 
it is my duty to see that I do not swerve to one side or to the other, 
but preserve an attitude of strict neutrality. It is therefore only those 
institutions which come within the ambit of the neutrality and con­
formed to that neutrality and preserve to themselves the possibility of 
religious instruction outside those limits and boundaries that will be 
eligible for Government grants". The Dewan was saying all these 
"for the benefit of the few who do not want to understand". The 

,speech as reported in The Mail di~ not contain the passages which I 
said might give a ray of hope; the report in The Mail left us high and 
dry with expressions like, 'ambit of neutrality, conformation to neutra­
lity, limits and boundaries'. We are at this stage even to-day. 

Popular Support? 

The Press Communique said that the large majorities by 
which the resolution was carried show that there is an overwhelming 
consensus of opinion behind it. The report of the Education Committee 
was kept as secret till the resolution came 11p for discussion in the 
Assembly. The public had no knowledge of it. The members of the 
Legislature had no opportunity to know the real views of their con­
stituencies, since the issue was never placed before them. In the 
circumstances bow can the voting be said to reflect the view_ of the 
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constituencies? Will the voting in both the Houses really amount to 
anything more thar.i'"the expressions of the members in their individual 
co.pacity. One of the Christian members, who remained neutral in the 
Assembly, at the time of voting, has subsequently issued a stilotement 
that he remained neutral because at the time of voting he had no 
opportunity to 11scertain the general view of the voters of his cvn· 
stituency. There was elso no discussion in the ne\vspapers on this 
question at that time. Yet the whole world is now reverberating with 
the news that for the recent measure adopted by the Travancore 
Government they had the overwhelming support of the people and that 
a few reactiomries alone stand again11t. I want to make it clear once 
more that we welcome- the introduction of free and compulsory primary 
education in the State. Our demand is that, if our denominational 
schoola conform tJ the ~:~ti>Ilda.rd fixed by the State, they should be given 
reasonable gra.nt out of pubUo funds. 

Even gt·anting for argument's sake the. measure had the 
JlOpula.r support, the Government is not bound to accept it;, Many seem 
to think that 49 men in a· community should submit always to the 
views of the 51. Some of the vernacular papers pinned their faith , so 
much on this principle that they even challenged us to hold a referendum 
and show 'that 51 per cent of the people are not for taking over the 
management of all primary schools by the State. An unjust act will 
not become just for the reason that 99 men out of 100 support it. 
You must be ill familiar with the description of democracy as given by 
the Prime Minister Attlee in his recent Bla.ckpool speech. I shall not 
therefore refer to that. I shall, however, read an extract from a 
speech on the same subject delivered by Lord Greene, the present 
Master o[ the Rolls, in Lincoln's Inn Hall, at the end of last yea.r. In 
precedence the Master oi the Rolls come next to the Lord Chancellor in 
the Judicial hierarchy in England. Lord Greene said: 

"In order that a democratic system may work well the spirit 
in which it is worked is all-important. Democracy-or at a.ny rate 
successful democracy, as we know it-is not merely, as some persons 
who do net understand it, seem to think, Government by a majority, 
and the statement that its object is to secure the greatest good of the 
greatest number is, like most simplifications, hopelessly inadequate and 
misleading. A democratic system, if it is to work, must be something 
fa.r more subtle, far more complicated, far more dependent, upon 
imponderable and often indefinable qualities in the character of the 
people. 
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"Demceracy at bottom is in truth an attitude of mind: a 
democratic system is one which makes it possible for that attitude to 
achieve practical results. A spirit of toleration, o.n inborn dislike of 
oppression o.s such, the belief that it is better to compromise than to 
go to extremes, t.he knowledge that an excessive use of its powers by a 
majority is not only unjust, but will, in the long run, defeat its own 
ends, an insistence on incorruptibility in the public service, a. strong 
but not capricious public opinion-all these things and many more play 
an essential part in our democratic attitude of mind and in the working 
of our system. I must assume their oontinued existence. B11t it is 
right to point <.ut in passing that their continued existence itself 
depends in a considerable measure on the efficiency l f the machine and 
its ability so to function as to enable the aspiratkns d the pecple to be 
fulfilled and its sense cf justice satisfied. If tbe machine fails to work 
satisfactorily, so that tho~e aspirations are frustrated and that sense of 
justice is violated, toleration may relapse into intolerance, the spirit d 
compromise may give \vay to intransigence and a majority may aim at 
the permanent oppression of a recalcitrant minority". 

Before I leave this subject I would' ask those who now wield 
the strong weapon of public opinion whether they would confine the 
use of this weapon to the question of the management of primary 
schools alone or are they willing to extend its use to other problems 
that are now facing the people of Travn.ncore? 

Religious Instruction 
I do admit that imparting of religious instruction in schools 

in a country, where people profess more than one religion is a thorny 
subject; but there are countries where this problem has been very 
successfully solved. I would like to mention to you of the system that 

, was being worked very satisfactorily in HOLLAND from 1920 till that 
oountry was invaded in 1940. Now that the Government have gone 
btu;k and things have come more or less to the normal the old educa­
tional policy, I believe, is being continued. In Hulland too there 
is the questicn of majority and minority o.s well as difftlrence d 
religions. Only one-third of the pe<::ple are CatLvlics. The larg~ 
majority of tbe rest are Protestants, having different sects among them. 
There is a. large cx,lcny d Jews also. All were being treated equally by 
the State and the greatebt harmony preva.iled in the State educational 
endeavours. The Cathclics, the different sects of Protestants and the 
Jews have their own schools, where they teach their religions. These 
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denominational schools form an integral part of the national system of 
education.· The manager appoints the teachers, but the local education 
authority can refuse to accept such appointments on the grounds of 
educational unfitness. Also in the maintenence of the standard d 
secular instruction, the denominational schools are fully under public 
control Those denominational schools which satisfy the standards 
fixed by the Education Department ar"' given financial help from the 
State. The measure of.grant, according to my information, is what it 
would have cost the State to educate the same number of students in a 
State's school. In other word>J, an aided school with hundred students 
will get as m'lch gr-.>nt as it would cost the Government to educate 100 
students in a Government institution. In the matter of building, 
maintenance and equipment grants the same principle was being 
observed. This is quite fair and just to all concerned. The State has 
au obligation to educate all. If one or more sections of the people who 
are anxious to impart religious instruction to their chiltlren along with 
secular education, come forward and start schools, why should they not 
in fairness get that financial aid, which, but for their assistance, the 
State would have had to meet from the public funds. The growing 
realisation that education bereft of reiigion is incomplete has in recent 
times made many Govarnmants to give mora and mora facilities for 
religious education. 

In Tra.va.ncora, if we go by the -only ta.ogible test, a.vail~ble to 
us to ascertain the efficiency of a. school, namely, public examination 
results, the private schools and colleges are far ahead of Government 
institutions. We a:re not claiming any grant out of public funds if our 
schools do not come up to the standard attained by the Departmental 
schools. But, if they do, why should they not be adequately supported 
by the State? The State has the obli~ation to educate our children 
even in secular subjects we give a. better education in our schools than 
what is available in State schools-we show better results. Why not 
give us as grant what it would cost the State to educate our children 
in State school<~? W a do not ask a. pie for the ccst of religious 
education we give to our children. If we have to pa.y the teachers 
anything extra. on this account, we shall meet that cost entirely our­
selves. We arc only asking as grant what it costs us to give our 
children secular education according to the standard fixed by the 
Education Department. 

We maintain our schools primarily for the education of our 
own children. If nco-Catholic children come they are welcome. but 
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we are not over anxious to have them, Too many of them in our 
schools defeat the very purpose of cur schools. We are conducting our 
schods to give our children secular and religious education in a Catholic 
atmosphere. We do not make any secret !Jf it. The Encyclical of the 
Pope on education is available for all to read. When I say that, in 
Catholic schools, education is being imparted in a Catholic atmosphere, 
our non-Catholic friends need not get alarmed that if they send their 
children to our schocls, they will be breathing a poisonous air. Catho­
lic school~ have a Catholic atmosphere in. the' very same sense, the 
Sanathana School at Alleppey has a Theosophic atmosphere and the 
N. S. S Schools have a Hindu atmosphere. Do not non-Theosophists 
and non-Hindus attend these schools? In our schools there will be the 
guarantee that no teacher will speak in the bearing of the children 
anything belittling any religion. Can we have this guarantee in State 
schooLs? Have we not had professors in Government colleges whose 
main hobby dm·ing class hours was to redicule all religions? 

Religion is a serious business with us and we are obliged to 
give our children religious education also from their tender ages. A 
time may come and perhaps it is coming rapidly when Catholic schools 
here will have only Catholic pupils to educate. In most centres we 
will have enough students from Catholics themselves to run our 
schools, especially when primary education is made compulsory. But 
the difficulty may arise in centres where there are only small Catholic 
congregations. Even in such places if a school is conducted for the 
benefit of the few students and the education imparted there conform 
to the standard fixed in the Education Code, I think the management, 
in fairness, is entitled to get per capita grant from the public funds, 
If, for instance, in a class there are only 10 students, why should not 
the State give ths management that which would have cost the State 
to educate these 10 students in a State school. Any extra ccst incurred 
by the management to run the school should, of course, be met by the 
management. 

I would suggest that the grant-in-aid should be made so liberal 
that all sections of the people should be attracted to come forward and 
start their own schools, where they can teach their children, along with 
the secular subjects prescribed by the Education Department, their 
own religion and aLso where they can impart to their children an educa­
tion in the atmosphere of their religion. · No parent, whether a Hindu, 
Muslim cr Christian, wants his child to grow up irreligious. It is 
extremely desira.Lle that large numbers of Hindu and Muslim schools 
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should come up where religicus . education too can be given in their 
respective religions. I would certainly respect more a Hindu c:r " 
Muslim, who is attached and faithful to his religion, than one who has 
a vague idea that all religions are good in a. way, but has no :particnlar 
regard for any. It is these latter type of men, I am afraid, that will 
be turned out by schools wllere religicus educatic'n i!! net imparted. I 
consider it as the greatest of geed fortunes that I bad all my education 
in Catholic schools and colleges till I joined the Inns of Ccurt for my 
professional studies. I earnestly wish that similar facilities should be 
enjoyed by my children and my grand-children. 

It is not in Holland alone that the denominational system is~ 
working harmoniously. In SCOTLAND, where the Catholics are a. 
small minority, the State bas afforded sufficient facilities for maintain­
ing the denominational -m.ture of the schools, without the extra cost of 
a penny on the part of the Catholics. In England even under the cld 
Educat!on Act, in private Elementary Schools, the whole pay of the 
tea.cbers, all costs of book!', stationery, furniture and repairs came 
frcm the public funds. By the new Act, in a.ddition building grants up 
to 50 per cent also will be given. In this connection I would like to 
read one or two extracts from "A Guida to the Educational Sys~em cf 
England and Wales", published by the Ministry of Education last 
month. On aided (voluntary) schools it states: 

"Where managers are able and willing to meat half the cost 
of alterations, improvements a'ld external repairs, the remaining 
half is met by direct grant from the Exchequer. Powers and 
duties of managers in regard to appointments and dismissal d 
teachers and the giving of denominational religious instruction 
remain substantially unaltered. and denominational religious in· 
struction continues to be given as before, subject to the rights of 
parents who so desire to have their children given Agreed Syllabus 
Instruction. Schools in this category are aided schools". 

Another paragraph states: "The results of the provisium; Lf 
the Act are not only to ma.ka available the financial assi~:~tance 
needed by the voluntary schools to enable premises to be brought 
up to modern standard a:1d enable these schools to play a full 
effactive pa.rt in the primary and secondary school system,· but 
al.ao to reta.in liberty for the teaching or the tenets of the Church 
with which they are associated by teachers of their own faith". 
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Though the Catholics a.re only a little more than three mil· 
lions in England which gives a percentage very much lower than the 
percentage of Catholics in Tra.va.ncore, the Mother of Pa.rliments ba8 
recognised the justice of their demands. 

Coming nearer, let us take the ea.se of school in Ceylorf. 
We have seen already of the misleading impression created by the 
A. P. I. message. I have with me the full official text of the 
gt·o.nt-in-aid rules as passed by the State Council on 28th Augus,h 1945. 
!<'rom the 1st of Oct.:>ber this year free system of education came into 
force in that country by virtue of. which in all State schools a.nd 
colleges, students will get free education from the infant class to the 

; highest University cla.ss. The private schools also can come into the 
scheme, and they are given time till 1948 to do so. Some private 
schools have already accepted the provision of the new scheme. If they 
come into the scheme they will not be able to levy any fees from · 
students except game fees. Even after the private schools come into 
the scheme they will be under private managements, and will get the 
full pay of the teachers according to the scale fixed by the Depart. 
ment as grant from the State. This will be paid direct to the teacher 
or through the manager. In vernacular schools, a.s maintenance a.nd 
equipment grant, a rupee per student will be paid by the State. There 
is also no meaning in saying that after 1948 the education imparted in 
the schools of Ceylon will be without religious bias. The trouble in 
Ceylon was that the State Council wanted too much religious bias. The 
State Council passed a. resolution that all· religions shonld be taught in 
all schools. Against this resolution there was a. hue and cry raised not· 
only by Christian denomiua.tions, but even by leading Muslim and 
Buddhist Prie11ts. It is, therefore, considered as dropped. At any rate 
the rules of grant-in-aid that were passed in the State Council last 
Auguat, do not aay anything ou the question of religion. The deno-

' minational schools will continue a.s deoomina.tiona.l schools. To get 
grant amounting to the full pay of the teachers and other equipment 
grants the only restriction imposed on private management is that they 
should not levy fees from students. 

In British India. as well as in our neighbouring State of 
Cochin substantial grants are given for private primary schools. Why 
in Tra.vanoore alone a. new policy should be e.dopted 1 
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Misstatements by certain Hindu Leaders 

A number CJf distinguished Hindus in British lrodia. ha.Ye 
arrayed themselves against us. As far a.s I was able to see, not one <1f 

them bas grasped the real nature d the controversy that is going on in 
Travaocore. To this unfortunate result certain remarks of Sir C. P. 
Ra.ma.swami lyer, in his Ambalapuzhar Speech, I think, are mainly 
responsible. The Dewan in the course of that speech asked: "Sup­
posing the Na.yar Service Society or the S. N. D. P. Yogam insisted 
that Christian or Muslim students coming to their schools should 
necessarily read the Bagavad Geeth.a or the Ramayana. cr the sayings of 
Sri Narayaoa Guru, in their course of instruction, what would be the 
reaction of the Muslim and Christian communities? The difficulty of 
the problem is realised the moment it is stated in this fashion". 
Sir C. P. Ra.maswami lyer is an eminent lawyer: but what is the 
relevaocy of this statement as far as the Catholic schods are concerned? 
We do not teach our Bible or any other religious books in our schools to 
Hindus, Muslims or non-Catholic students. We teach our religion only' 
to our Catholic children and that only outside class hours, when 
non-Catholic children are quite safe in their homes. We have also to 
remember that, when the Ambalapuzha. speech was made, the Catholics 
alone were thought to be insisting on their management of their private 
primary schools. Is it to be wondered at that outsiders were completely 
taken in by this misleading statement of Sir C. P. Ramaswamy lyer 
especially because at Ambalapuzh.a Sir -c. P. was speaking as the 
accredited representative of His Highness' Government. 

The first victim was RT. HON. SREENIVASA SASTRI. 
Mr. Sa.stri came out with a long statement which was supplimented by 
another a few daya later. His whole statement is based on the wrong 
assumption that we teach our religion to Hindu and Muslim students 

1 

in our schools. If Sir C. P. confined hims!,!lf to the teaching of Muslim 
and Christian children, Bagavad Geetha or Ramayana, Mr. Sastri went 
a step further aod a.sked: "If a Hindu Management has established a 
school in a locality and a Christiao parent came along and a.sked fer his 
son's admission could the religious teacher properly ccmpel the Christian 
boy to worship Genesa and offer prayers to the Guardiaos d the eight 
quarters of Heaven"? The implication, of course, is that we are not 
only teaching our religion to Hindu and Muslim students but also 
insisting on their pmicipa.tion in our worship. :Mr. Sastri makes 
Catholic managers say: "We are willing to admit non-Christian and 
non-Catbclic Christians where necessary, but such pupils should 
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submit to our curriculum a.nd our discipline, in all particulars ... 
"There", a.dd:i Mr. Sastri, "lies the crux", 

Again, a.ooording to him we want '''all round autonomy in 
respect of education a.nd at the same time liberal financial support from 
thA general taxes'', He further observes: "It would give to a. Christian 
denomination deriving financial aid from the general revenue11 the right 
to establish schools and colleges for the benefit of their own community 
and teaching their religion a.s a. pa.rt of the compulsory curriculum even 
to non-Christian pupils". His whole a.rticle goes on in this stra.in, a.ll 
on the wrong assumption that we teach our religion in our schools to 
Hindu, Muslim and non-Catholic students. In his a:ldendum 'Mr. Sastri 
has brought forward a new argument. All subjects of the State S.re 
liable to the general taxes. 'l'ha State provides for education of all and 
all are welcome to it. Not content with or dissatisfied with the State 
system of education the Catholic community of Trava.ncore would wish 
to have their own communal schools with liberty to educate their 
children which is one of ·the fundamentals of their creed. From the 
State's stand point this is a. luxury, and must be paid for by those who 
enjoy it. 

Along with this I would state another argument of Mr. &stri 
which appeared in his first article, He therein atates: "Modern· 
conceptions too of national efficiency require the pupils to be thrown 
together indiscriminately in schools and colleges aa a. preparation for 
the efficiency and welfare on all sides of the entire community". I do 
admit that there is something in the latter argument. But wha.t little 
you gain by the indiscriminate mixing of children for their education 
will be at the sacrifice of a. much greater good. I shall take parallel 
case. Maha.thma. and Ra.jaji 11.re now a.dvoca.ting intermarriages between 
different sections in the Hindu community. There i~t nothing so 
conducive to the consolidation of the various sections, a.S intermarriages 
a.mong them. An a.rdent Indian patriot may a.dvoca.te intermarriages 
between followers of different religions so that the bitter communal 
feelings now existing in India may be C:Ompletely eradicated. To 
a.chieve this goal quickly you may find him recommending substantial 
aida out of public funds, to those who enter into such miJ.ed marriages 
and a.lso for the upbringing of children that will be born out of those 
unions. If such a national system of aided marriages is introduced, 
and, to t.ohieve more rapidly the desired end, ingenious financial helps 
&.re provided to make the marriages a.s promiscuous a.s possible, a. man 
who keepa out of the national system might complain: "I am paying 
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tax like others. You give substantial aids out of public funds to these 
who enter into mixed ma.rria.g:~s. My religion does not parmit me to 
do so. I got nothing from the State a.~ the time of my marriage. . Nor 
do I get anything for bringing up my children. No doubt you a.re kind 
enough to recognise my marriage and also the legitimacy of my child ran, 
provided they are kept up to the standard of health, prescribed by the 
Health Depa.rtment. In short, I ba.ve to pay twice because I do not 
give up my religion". The patriot will then turn round and say "You 
medievalist, you narrow-minded fool. We are on the highway of matri­
monial progress in India. The national efficiency requires the people 
to be thrown together indiscriminately. You want to marry from your 
ow11 caste and in your own rdligion. And you want to cling on to thtl 
sa.me wife all your life. From the state's standpoint this is a luxury 
and must be paid for by those who enjoy it". I do not know if Rt. Han. • 
Mr. Sastri will go as far as ths Indian patriot I mentioned. Perhaps he 
will be content with nationalisation of education for the present. When 
will our leaders realiss that there a.re certain limits beyond which the 
State aught not to go, and that the man does not exist for the State, 
but the State exists for the man. 

When the new ElucJ.tion Bill foi' _En~bnd was being debated 
in the House of Commons one mamb3r prop:lsed that the system of dual 
control should bs a.bolishe:i and all the schxls mJd., S~ate school:~ and 
brought under complete St.J.ta control. In reply to thi11 proposal the 
spokesman for GJVIlrnmant said tlut. they had no intention of introducing 
tota.literi.>nism in that country. Mr. S.Astri now comes forward as the 
exponent of a. system that has been tried and found dangerous and 
disr.arded in the West. 

Rt. Hon. :Mr. Sastri was surprised and grieved to read the 
recommet:ida.tion regarding religious education by the Travanoore Edu· 
cation Roorg.misation Committee. The Committee unanimously shted 
in the report: "The Committee fully realises that religious teaching 
is a.n essential and integral part of education and that the absence of the 
properly organised religious education as a. part of everybody's schooling 
leads to deficiency in personality and character which cannot afterwarda 
be made good". l!r. Sastri characterises this observation as medea.val 
and narrow. And &chivothama. says, Mr. &stri's word is final for 
most Indians. But I doubt whether Mr. Sastri's word will be a.ccepted 
as equally finAl by any educationalist outside India. Sir Michael Sadler 
holds a unique position to-day a.mong the educationalii!ts in the world. 
In August 1929, Fifth World Conference of the New Education Fellow-
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ship was held at Elsimare, Denmark. The fact that the organisers of 
this world conference requested Sir Michael to write the Introduction 
to the Record and Synthesis of the discussions held at the Conference, 
will indicate the esteem be enjoys a.mong the educationalists in the 
worlJ. In thiti Introduction Sir Michael has indicated his view about · 
religion in education. He writes: "Of all sccia.l services, education· 
using the word in a wide and liberal sense· is the most important. It 
is also the moat costly of all those services, some of which, like the 
Health sen·ice n.nd, as I think, the services of religion, are lnsopa.rable 
from it"'. Will Rt. Hon. Sastri dub Sir Michael also a. medievalist and 
narrow-minded'! 

It is rather amueing to sea our ultra. modern Mr. Sastri · 
trying to confront the Missionaries assembled in L?ndon, with a. counsel 

·of perfection which is as old as Bagava.d Geetha. and take from it. "The 
common people aught not be disturbed in their faith and mode of con· 
duct although it may seem to superior men as founded on error". "The 
essence of our religion\ Mr. Sastri pointed out to the missionaries, "is 
not that it lays down certain doctrine!~ for universal acceptance, but 
that under the disposition of the Almighty Power, ea.cb person is fixed 
in a certain place in eociety, discharges certain well understood functions 
and is a necessary part of one coherent community". All this may 
taste as sweet as nectar in tbe mo".lths of the gods of the earth; but it 
bas been wormwood to all others. 

Rajye.seva Dhurandbara., Dewan Baha.dur, V. S. Subra.manya. 
lyer, who al:>o came forward to a.dmonish the Catholics of T1·ava.ncore, 
based all his arguments on the supposition that we teach our religion to 
Hindu, Muslim and non.catholio children in our Schools. Mr. Subra.­
manya. Iyer bas absolutely no excuse for taking up this stand. He was 
born at Va.zhapally, & suberb of Cha.ngana.eherry, and spent all his time 
in Travancore. He was & leading lawyer, a Judge of the High Court, 
and for three ·years Dewan of the State. As be himself says, be is the 
rresident of the Kerala. Hindu Missio~; and he was holding that position 
ever since that organisation C8llle into existenet> some 10 years ago. 
Kerala Hindu Mission conducts 48 primary schools and he should be 

' aware of what is taking place in rival institutions. Mr. Subramanya. 
her has spent practic&lly his whole life time in Triva.ndrom itself. 
llere there are two old established Catholic High Schools, one for boys 
tu1d the other for girls. Both schools a.re patronised by all sections of 
people, including Brahmins. Even to-day there are not less than 125 
Bral:min girls studying in the Ccnvent High Schcxl. Many of them 
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a.re daughters of high Government Officials. A few at least of thellO 
children must be daughters of some of Mr. Subramanya. Iyer'a friends 
and relations. If really we are teaching our religion to Hindu children 
in our schools, he as the Presi~ent of the Kerala. Hindu Mission would 
have had opportunities to make capital out of it. If, in spite of all these 
circumste.noos, Mr. Subra.manya. lyer is ignorant of what is actually go­
ing on in Catholic schools, I can attribute it only to invincible ignorance. 

His whole speech is directed against the Catholics. But when 
he refers to religion being taught to children not belonging to the 
religion of the management, be is not bold enough to assert that we, 
Catholics, are guilty of that practice. This is what he says: "With 
regard to such schools there have been bitter complaints that, though 
children of several denominations may be in the school, some sectarian 
denominations insist upon all ·the children attending classes, when 
religious instruction according to the tenet of their own sect, is given. 
From time to time GovernmeJ;~t have issued strictest instructions against 
that practice. But it is said to have continued to a. great extent", How 
indefinite are his statements here! Some sectarian denominations, he 
says, insist upon all children attending religious classes. Irhe thought 
Catholics are included in the expression "some aecta.rian denomin­
a.tiooa", why did he net sa.y "some sectarian denominations including 
Catholics", since Catholics alone were the target for his whole 
speech? Be further states "it is said to have continued to a. great ex­
tent". Again, I have to ask, said by whom, and where? Is it said of 
the Catholics? See bow hesitant he is when laying the ground for 
implicating us. But later on he becomes positive and a.ssertive. 

His speech continues: "When the Government decided to 
bear the whole cost of primary education, they declared tha.t schools 
under private management, if they wanted their cost to be met by 
Government, should totally discontinue the practice of giving religious 
instruction dur,ing school hours. It is this last decision that has given 
offence to Roman Ca.tholic Authority", Unless these absolutely incorrect 
statements a.re meant for the consumption of the people outside Trava.n­
core, I do not see their purpose. These statements cannot "be thrust 
down the throats" of the people of Tra.vancore even with the aid of a 
battering-ram. 

In another place of his speech Mr. Subrama.nya Iyer stated: 
"They (Catholics) can do it (teach religion) except during five or six hours 
d the day when children of ma.Dy denominations and different religions 
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are together in the school for secular education a.L Government's oost­
even if they do this, Government is prepared to meet the cost of the 
School". I do not know what is the authority of Mr. Subramanya lyer 
to make such an asaertion. I have already shown in an earlier portion 
of my speech tha.t the Government decision published in Gazette Ext;ra.. 
ordinary and the speech of the Dewan at Ambalapuzha. do not Wtu:nnt 
any such judgement. 

By Mr. Subra.manya. Iyer's statement tha.t the Gevernment is 
prepared to meet the cost of the school, some people might be tempted 
to think, that the Government at present meet all the cost of ninning 
aided schools, including the cost of the building, yearly maintenenoo, 
repairs, value of the site and the whole pa.y of the teachers. If we 
calculate the figures given in the Administration Report of the Edu· 
cation Department for 1119 M. E. (1943-1944) it will be seen tha.t it 
costs Rs. 7. 9. a year to the Government to educate a student in the 
Departmental Malayalam and Tamil Schools, whne for the education of 
a student in an aided school of the same type the· Government incur an 
expenditure of only Rs. 2. 7. a year. Even Rs. 7. 9. cannot be taken 
as correct. ·For, the expenses incurred for building schools, yearly 
maintenance of buildings which co8t more than Rs. 1000 to constrnct, 
the pension of a.n army of retired teachers, all these which go under 
other heads, have to be taken into account before we can get at the 
correct figure: if all these items are added the figure may go up &o 
Rs. 10/- or there about. But the cost of Government"'to educate a 
student in an aided school is less than Rs. 3/-

Mr. Subramanya Iyer wisely did not bea.t the big drum of 
the overwhelming consensus of puplic opinion. He studiously avoided 
that subject in his speech. Perhaps be knows the real nature of this 
public opinion, or it ma.y be, that, hi~ community constituting only· 
1. 23. per cent of the people of Travancore be knows the danger d 
emphasising the popular support for any measure, 

The Tra n.ncore Press 
I have to say a few words about the pa.rt played and being 

played in the present agitation by two of the Malaya.lam Da.iliea ()f 
Triva.ndrum. Th~ Bharaihi and ThtJ Kaumudi have taken a. tel'} 
aggressive a.ttitude in the present controversy, Almost daily they come 
out with abusive articles on Catholica. The Catholics are sddom r• 
(orred to in these papers without the qualifying epithet, "ignora.r.t, 
fanc~J,ic, or btgottd'. Sometimes they indulge in even more offensi•e 
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I shall only refer here to a few specimens which will give you sc.me 
~dea c:l. the joumalistio proprieties they observe. 

In T1uJ Bharathi cf 19th September the fclluwing A. P. I. 
message was published in English a.s well as in :Malayalam: "It is under· 
st.ocd that the Bishop of Changans.cllerry has addressed a. letter to the 
Secretary to the Tra.vanoore Government stating that his Pastoral letter 
·WU issued fcllowing the elAIDples of the apcstles, that the sword anJ 
Ule bomb thai; were mentioned in his letter were the spiritul11 sword 
.00 the spiritual atomic bomb; that the Pastoral letter was a spiritual 
exhortation to prayer, tb.a.t there is no attack either explicitly or impli­
citly on the Government and thAt the Bishop has always inculcated in 
his Pastorals respect for constituted authority and has always stoc.d 
agaiMt all movements tending towards disturbances of peace or tran· 
quility c:l. State. He finds no reason therefore for withdrawing the 
latter". 

I shall now read certain comments frcm a leading article 
published in the same issue of that Jl6per on this letter' of the Bishop: 
"Those "'Who are able to judge politic!11 affairs will consider this letter 
u an appology and not as an explanation ...... since the letter indicates 
that the Bishop published the Pastoral in a spiritual sense, that he 
entertains a higb opinion about the administration of His Highness's 
Government, that he bas not expressed anything opposed to Govern­
ment or with improper motives, and that be has not entertained any 
auoh ideas even in his thoughts, it becomes plain that the Bishop bas 
reconsidered abou~ his Pastoral and that the reflection of the guia in 
his clear mind bas created a peaceful atmosphere in his heart. His 
statements thAt those who led: carefully inside. and outside of the letter 
will find nothing to withdraw, and that expressions r.re ueed in a 
spiritual sense, can be considered..only a.s an attempt to maintain his 
prestige outwardly. Actu!1lly th(;l contents of hili letter is llo withdrawal. 
In our view we cannot expect a stronger admission of the guilt from a 
Bishop". 

Mast of you have seen the actual text cf the Bishop's reply. 
A dignified refusal bas become. an appolcgy and an admi~sion uf guilt! 
Perhaps the. editor of The Bh.lrathi might have thought that the 
actual text would not become amilable to the public in Travancore. 
In any case, even the A. P. L's garbled summary of the letter the 
ppe.r published, cannot warrant any cl the fooliah things said in the 
editorial. 
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The Bharathi of October 9, in its editorial page, published a 
report of a. s~h ma.de by Rev. A. H. Legg at a. ChurCh Council 
meeting. One o£ the bold headlines under which the report is published 
reads: "GRANT IS NOT GIVEN TO THE SCHOOLS OF LONDON 
CATROIJCS". The Report states that in the course of a. speech Rev. 
Legg mentioned that though the L:mdon Catholics ha.ve been agitating 
in England for a very long time for getting recognition and grant for 
their special scbouls, they have not succeeded so far. Since I could not 
believe that Rev. Legg would have D:;la.de any such statement I wrote to­
him about it. In his reply Rev. Legg said: "I did not say that Roma.n' 
Catholic schools in England do not receive recognition and grant from 
public funds. The reverse is, of course, the case", I understand the 

•editor of The Bh.arathi, was present at the meeting which was held for 
the election of certain office-bearers, and the editor himself was one o! 
the candidates who stood for the election. 

Here is a sample of the headlines that a.re appearing in TJt, 
Bharathi ''A WORLD RENOWNED POLICY. REAC1riONARIES. 
WHO OPPOSE THIS POLICY SHOULD NOT BE LEFT ALONE:­
WOIU .. D WILL FROCLAIM GOVERNMENT WEAK". 

, I shall.leave T"M Blw.ratlii \vith another extract frpm one of 
its editorials: "Is that the condition d Catholics? Do not their 
individual Churches conduct schools out of their huge capitals and 
accumulate funds for the Churches by plundering tho pittance of the 
school masters and starving them. Will this not amount to a. horrible 
crime•? 

The leading articles in The Kaumudi are more offensive and .. 
provocative. These articles are written to ridicule what the Christians 
hold most sacred. This paper uses with impunity, expressions like 
these in its leading articles: "These accursed Ca.tholica"-"These 

. children of vipers" etc. A leading article written to ridicule the 
~tholics demand for grant is concluded like this: "Instoo.d of proudly 

sa-ying 'let these thirty pieces of silver be given to the Jews. We have 
our separate schools', they curse Sir C. P.'s Government and raise their 
\'oice so as to reach Rome and a.re getting ready to suffer mart-yrdcm 
for that silver cash. Martyrdom for Government grant! Alas! AlaaJ 
Not for Christian schools! ·who wants them? What is wanted is 
grant. It is oosier for the camel to pa.ss through the e-ye of the needle 
than to enter the kingdom of God". 

Th~ Ka~1mudi. published the A. P. I. news regarding the 
rt.'ply sent by tho Bishop of Cha.ngana.cherry to the notice issued to him 



30 

by the Government. This was printed by T'M K®mudi on the front 
page with bold headli~es? .,CHANGANACHERRY BISHOP ASKS 
PARDON". 

. There is much in common between TM Bharathi and The 
Kaumudi. Apart from a MaJ.ayalam daily that has co~e into existence 

.quite recently, we have only these two dailies in Triva.ndrum, which is 
the seat of a University and the Capital of a State, having the largest 
percentage of litteratea in India, The editors of both of these Journals 
bad the honour of being nominated to the present Legislature, to repre­
aent the fourth estate of the Realm; the editor of The Bho:rathi being a 
nominated member of the Upper House and the editor of The K®mudi 
a nominated member of the Lower House. 

/ 

The Catholics of Travanoore are depicted in the two journals 
already mentioned and one or two others of like attainments as a. set of 
ignorant and begotted boors, groaning under the oppreRsion of a gang of 
still more ignorant and fanatical clergy, Some of the newspapers have 
even gone to the extent of advising Catholic young men to rebel against 
the clergy-complaints are heard that we do not understand the clearest 
pronouncements, even though repeated over and over again. Are we 
really such ignoramuses? Somehow we a.re succeeding fairly well in 
almost all walks of life in our country. We are running the largest 
number of educational institutions in the State. Among the literates 
we stand in the very forefront. Of the Trava.ncore Christians who were 
returned elected to the Present Assembly 10 out of 14 are Catholics. 
Similarly among the Trava.ncore Christ!a.ns who were returned by 
election to the Council 4 out of 5 are Catholics. Sir C. P. Ramaswami 
Iyer himseU baa on more than one occasion, exhorted the other 
communities here to follow the example of the progressive Syrian 
Christians in the State. Who are these Syrian'. Christians? About 
60 per cent of these Syrian Christians on this coa.st are Catholics; and-
1 believe our non-Catholic Syrian Christian brethren will not grudge 
conceding that we are in no way behind them, in agricultural, indus­
trisl, commercial, educational or any other tmdea.vour. There is, 
however, one department of life where we do not hold our own. We 
are very few in the Government service. In all other respects we have 
no reason to be ashamed of the position we hold in our country. 

The Catholic Clergy 
Now a. word about our clergy, It may be that thore are not 

many occasions for cur clergy to come in contact with our Hindu 
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brethren e.nd 80 their real worth is not known to them. But we know 
our clergy and wha.t they mean to us. Our clergy is the greatest asset 
we have. Here, as anywhere else, you will not find a. body of men 
more educated and cultured than the Catholic clergy. A man who 
spends four years in a University after his School Leaving Examination 
comes out with one or two letters of the alphabet added to his name; 
and he is then considered as an educated man by all. But our clergy 
bas to spend eight years of intense study, after the School Leaving 
Examination, the minimum qualification prescribed for entrance' into 
the Theological Colleges, before they eould be ordained as priests. A 
good many go for priesthood after taking their degrees. During these 
eight years they learn languages, the humanities, science in general, 
rhetoric, ethics, philosophy and theology. They have also to learn 
world religions. Our clergy are educated in different centres like 
Alwaye, Randy, Ma.ngalore, Poona, Shemba.ga.noor, Kurseong and Rome. 
Picked men from such Religious Orders like the Jesuits, the Carmelites, 
and others are the professors· who teach and train them. Always a 
stream of students is going from here to the Urban College in Rome, 
which is an International Institution where students coming from all 
nations live together like brothers for all the seven years they have to 
undergo their studies there. You will :find there Indians, Chinese, 
Japanese, English, Irish, Americans, Negroes, Turks, in short all 
nationalities. Our students while they are in Rome study together 
and often live together with men like Archbishop Spellman of New 
York and the Archbishop Griffin of Westminister, whom the President 
of the United States and the Prime Minister of Englancl would be 
proud to count among their friends. Of our present Bishops four bad 
undergone their studies in that famous International College. Again a. 
good number of our priests are receiving regularly foreign newspapers 
and periodicals under the remailing system and they are thereby keeping 
themselves in touch with what is going on in other parts of the world. 

Those who ~Wvise our youngmen to rebel against,our clergy 
perhaps think, that our clergy constitute a. caste by themselves, as it is 
the case in certain other communities. There is no priestly class 
among Catholics. Our Priests and Bishops are our own kith and kin, 
blood of our blood. They are either our uncles, brothers or sons. An 
uncle of mine was a Carmelite Priest and be was the Prior General of 
their Order for some years; a grand-uncle held a. similar position 
earlier. A first cousin of mine was a. Bishop. · And a. 80!1 of mine is 
now studying for priesthood. This boy having stood first in the State 
of Cochin in the School Leaving Examination was the recipient of a gold 
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medal an<l a. scholarship from the State. But when he expmssed a 
desire to study for priesthood I glailly gave him my consent. And ever 

, since, whenever I had an occasion to speak at the vubilee celebrations 
of priests or celebrations connected with their ordinations, to bring 
home the dignity of Priesthood to the common people, I have alway::~ 
sa.id and tba.t most sincerely, that I would be a far prouder and happier 
parent to see that son of mine working as a priest in a humble parish 
than to see him occupying the high office of the Dewan .of Travancore. 
Those who advise our men to rebel against the clergy are asking them 
to revolt against their own uncles, brothers and sons. Can our advisers 
be employed in a more foolish enterprise than this? 

Our cause is just and it is bound to succeed. Some of our 
Christian brethren had time to express their authoritative opinions 
after the necessary consultations and deliberations, required by their 
constitutions. As was expected, they have also· taken up a position 
consistent with our own. .I feel no doubt that all our Hindu and 
Muslim brethern also, who take their religion seriously, will fully 
appreciate our demand. Our cause, however, is being subjected to all 
kinds of misrepresentations by high pressure propag~nda., But with all 
that, tru~h is truth and it will prevail. 
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Appendix 
I 

GOVERNMENT'S NOTICE 
Issued to H. E. The Bishop of Changanocherry 

By The Government oF T ravancore 

R. 0. C. No. 3824/45/Edn. Government ol T n~vancore, 
HUZUR CUT CHERRY, 

From 

To 

T rivandNm, 6th September, 194~ 

The Secretary to Government. 

The Rt. Rev. Mar-James Kalacherry, Ph. D., D. D., 
Bishop of Cha.nga.oa.cherry 

m. Rev. Sir, 
In the September and October issue of the Vedaprachlwa­

madhyastan, Book 18, Lekkams 3 & 4, a. Pastoral letter No. 123, is 
published as having been issued on August 15, 1945, under- your 
signature. The letter is published at pages 25 to 33 of the above 
magazine. You have also issued a command in that letter that it should 
be read in every church, after service, on the next two Sundays. 

This letter is prefaced with a. quotation from the Holy 
Scriptures (St. Luke XXll· 36, as I. It stated that you have yourself 
unsheathed one sword and that the necessity to use the rema.ining 
spiritual sword-atomic bomb-in your possession has arisen. as also 
the occasion for those who have purse to take them out. The letter 
goes on to state that if the primary rights of the individual are affected 
to the slightest extent, as a. result of the socialistic policy of Govern­
ment, nature will grow angry" with the Government, rouse up all the 
foroos under the sun, and enter the arena. to wipe out from the face d. 
the ea.rtb the unjust authors of nationali.sa.tion. You attack the Govern­
ment both explicitly and implicitly, and compare the Government's 
alleged policy of nationalising schools of the State with Hitlerism, 
Nazism and Faacism. 

The policy of the Government has been made absolutely clea.r 
more than once, both on the floor of the Legislature and elsewhere. 
That policy has boon dcliberately misinterpreted in the letter under 
re[erence. There is bitter attack on the ~embers of the Legialatu:re 
and imprecations on their heads for doing their duty. The name of 
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the Sovereign bas been needlessly brought into the discussion in a most 
improper manner. 

Government are advised that the whole of this objectionable 
letter is subversive and seditious, is calculated to bring into hatred the 
iiuly constituted Government of this State and to cause communal 
bitterness and strife leading to violence. Government, therefore, are 
constrained to ask you to withdraw this publication and to express open 
regret for having published it. If you do not do so within a fortnight 
after the receipt of this communication, Government will have no 
alternative but to take such action a.s they may be advised to adopt in 
the circumstances. " · 

Fram 

To 

Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 
Sell B. Paramu 

Secretary to GrYVernment 

II 

BISHOP'S REPLY 
Sent to The Government of T ravancore 

By H. E. The Bishop of Ch11nganacherry 

CHANGANACHERRY I 
September 17, 1945 

The Rt. Rev. Dr. James Ka.Jacherry, Ph. D., D. D., 
Bishop of Chaoganacherry 

The Secretary to Government, 
Trivandrum 

Ref. R. 0. C. No. 3824/45/Edn, Dated 
· Huzur Cutcilerry, Trivandrum, 6-9-'45 .t, 

I ba.ve the' honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter quoted 
above, referring to my Pastoral No. 123. 

Following the Apostles' example, Bishops send letters called 
pastorals to their flock, and these pasto:als ~re always read ~the 
Faithful in all the churches of their respect1ve d10ceses. I have 1ssued 
on several occasions pa.storal letters to my people, and I am bound to 
do so when necessity arises. The pastoral letter No. 123, of August 15, 
1945, which is referred to in your letter cited above, is ono d such 
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pastorals issued by me a.s Bishop of Change.na.cherry to the Fa.ithful of 
my Diocese. · ' · _ 

I a.m amazed at the interpretation given to the words in my 
Pastorl, a.nd I reject such interpretation as wrong and falla.cious. An 
unbiassed reailing of my pastoral will show that I sPeak of spirituel 
sword, spiritual atomic· bomb, and that the letter is a. spiritual exhort­
ation to prayer so that the dangers threatened may be warded off. 

A perusal of the letter will show that there is absolutely no 
attack either explicitly -or implicitly on the Government. If my obser­
va.tions are suggested by the resolutions passed by the peoples' 
representatives in the Legislature, that does not mean that they are 
suggested by the Government. It is the right of every individual to 
express his own opinion about the a.ctions of popular representatives, 
a.nd the reference to them in my letter is nothing but an honest 
evaluation of those actions. · / 

The name of His Highness the Maharaja had to be mentioned, 
as I sincerely beleive that the suggestions of the representatives of the 
people will be a. stain on His Highness's good name, glorious reign and 
traditional policy of religious tolerance. Your observation that the 
name of the Sovereign bas been needlessly brought into the discussion 

. in an improper manner indicates that Government have failed to under· 
stand the spirit of the pastoral or the significance of the points discussed 
thet·ein. I Yehemently protest against your bringing in the name of 
the Sovereign as a. handle for the unwarranted stand you have .taken. 

I take this opportunity to state that the advisers of Govern­
ment are entirely mistaken if they have thought that the pastoral is 
!lbjectionable, subversive or seditious. It is neither calculated to bring 
into hatred the duly constituted Government of the state nor to cause 
communal bitterness or strife leading to violence. I repudiate the 
charges mentioned in your letter. I may also point out that in 
pursuance of the principles of the Catholic Church, I have always 
inculcated in my pastorals respect for constituted authority and I have 
always stood against all movements tending towards disturba.n~ of 
pe&l.)e or tranquillity of the State. 

I do not find any reason either for withdrawing my pastoral 
under reference or for e1pressing any regret for having issued the same. 

Yours fa.ithfully, · 
t James Ka.l&cherrr 

Bislwp of Cha'N}anac]LefTJI 




