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NOTICE.

It has been pur practiceto take a holiday in the
week following the Servants of India Society's annual
celebration on 18th June. We shall follow this practice
this year too. There will, therefore, be no tssue of the
SERVANT OF INDIA on the 17th inst.—Editor.
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Qopirs of fhe dWeek,

Release of Political Prisoners and Detenus. ‘
WHAT with the hunger strike launched upon by

Mr, Bakshi, a prisoner in the Kakori conspiracy case |

and what with the publio agitation on the subjest in
Bengal, the question of the release of political
prisonars and detenus has onee more been brought to
the fora, Mr. Bakshi apparently thought that what-
ever eolsa the nmew provineial governments might or
might not succeed in achieving, they would at least
order & goneral amnesty in respect of politieal pri-
soners and those who are rotting in jail without
trial. Other reforms might, he argued to himself,
necessitate some financial outlay. But the restoro-~
tion to liberty of persons suffering imprisonment
for the sake of their political conviotions would, he
believed, coet nothing and should be easy to bring
about. But the abeence of any action in that direo-
tion on a soale worth mentioning in any province
save Burma gince the establishment of provinocial
autonomy two months ago has served to shatter
his optimism, And by way of protest against the

| on a hunger strike.

Government's inaction in this matter he has gone
This, if anything, should lead
to a withdrawal of the unjustifiable and harassing
restrictions on the personal liberty of a large number .

of people.

* » *

WHETHER as a regult of his fast or due to other
cauges, the ministry in Bengal is reported to have
under its active consideration the guestion of a gene-
ral release of detenus. The ministry's final decisions
are not yet officially announced. But from indications
the unconditional release of about’ 1,000 detenus
appears to be a matter of the very near future. If
such a large number of young men is set at Iiberty
without any provision for their livelihood at least till
they are able to find employment, their freedom,
the ministry must have felt, might result only in
an aggravation of the existing political discontent,
The provision of a monthly allowance for the released
detenus for one year is, therefore, suggested, as & way
out of the difficulty. The Hijli detention camp will,
it is believed, soon see its end and most of the detenus
consigned to detention camps far away from their
homes would be brought back and confined as near
Caloutta as possible so as to facilitate their relafives
keeping in touch with them. Let us wait and sece
if this unofficial forecast proves to be well-founded.

* * *

Orissa States’ Peeple’s Conference,

It is gratifying to note that the Orissa States”
subjects are shortly meeting .in a conference for a
geoond time at Cuttack, under the presidency of Dr.
Pattabhi Sitaramayya. It is after s lapee of five years
that the Orissa States’ people are meeting again and
weo fervently hope that the enthusiasm which has

. | inspired them to action this time may last long and
- that the Conference may leave behind it a record of

commendable work.

* » *

IT isthe misfortune of Orissa that nearly two-

thirds of it is studded with States with varying

degrees of income and political development. Most of
the States have very meagre incomes and it, therefore,
becomes impossible for them to maintain an admini.
strative system of any degree of efficiency. Never-
theless the rulers do not stint their luxuries and go on
with their expensive habits so long as they do not come
into clash with the Political department. A eircular
issued recently by ‘the Seoretary of the Orissa Btates’
People’s Conference gives us information as to how
thess Ruling Chiefs employ the most heinous and
degyading form of labour for satisfying their craze
for. e Irarissa. On occasions when human
labour can satisfy their wants, they use it mercilessly
without thinking of paying for #{. It in specified in
the olroular that one Chief built a palace worth Ra. 2

lakhs exclusively with the help of forced labour. -

Similarly motorable roads have been constructed im
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most of the States with the help of forced and unpaid

labour.
* * *

WE wonder whether these forms of oppression
have come tothe notice of the Government of India.
In a statement issued by them on “ Forced Labour
Prohibition” the Government of India remarked with
reference {0 Indian States that * ateps have been
taken to induce all States which have not already
taken action to enact legislation in regard to forced
labour on the lines of legislation now prevailing in
British India, and the Political officers concerned
'have been requested to ask States to ensure that the laws
80 enacted are duly enforced.” But it cannot be gain-
said that withall the concern and anxiety displayed
by the Government for the abolition of forced
labour, the practice continues merrily in most of the
States of Orissa.

* * ¥

THE authority of the Stafesman can be quoted
in support of the existence of “ bethi” in the Indian
States today. Commenting on the statement issued
by the Government, the paper wrote in ifs edito-
rial columns of 8th March 1937 : * The States have
been asked to fall into line; it is common knowledge
that some will have far to travel befors they do.”
We hope that the energetic efforts of the Orissa
States’ People’s Conference will bring to the notice
of the Government the rotten state of affairs in the
States of Orissa.

* * »

Orissa Capital Question.‘
THE Orissa Government has taken the public

by surprise in regard to their decisions on the

Jones Committee report. Our readers are aware that
in June last year, an expert committee was appointed
by the Government of India to select a site for the
location of Orissa's capital, That expert Committes,
commonly known as the Jones Cornmittee, examined
a number of gites and egpressed it as iis deliberate
decision that Cuttack, because of its insanitary con-
dition and liability to inundation, was unfit to be
the capital. Instead, it recommended a compara-

tively obscure place called Rangailunda as fit for |
being the capital of the province. The findings of |

the Jones Committee raised a storm of protest, The
feeling spread among the people that the Government
was anxious to avoid Cuttack, because it was politi-
cally the most conscious place in Orissa. Again the
location of capital at a place absolutely without any

historical fraditions was gtrongly opposed by the

people on sentimental grounds. _
* * *

THE Orissa Advisory Council that met shortly
after the publication of the Jones Committes report
rejected by an overwhelming majority the re-
commendations of the Committes. After that, the
-Orissa Government did not show any activity for
a long period of time. Recently they have issued
a circular which states that they have appointed
another Committee to select a site for the loca-
tion of Orissa’s capital. Only Rangailunda which
was rejected by the Orissa Advisory Council and a
town called Khurda are not to be considered at all
by the present Committee as these two places failed
to enlist popular support. Thus the Government has
realised at last that considerations of historical tradi-
tion and sentiment play a large part in the determina-
tion of & province's capital. The opinion has been ex-

pressed many times by the Orissa public that whatever

may be the technical drawbacks of Cuttack, consi-
derations both of its present importance and past
glory demand that it should be made the capital of
the province., The public realises that Cuttack is

liable to inundation, and that its drainage system is
far from satisfactory. But for these very reasons
they demand that the Government should take steps
to improve considerably the position of Cuttack and
they fear that the shifting sway of the capital from
Cuttack will make the Government less anxious
about it. Let the Government, therefore, take every
poasible step to improve and better Cuttack’s position,
The Oriyas will co-operate with the Government in
its endeavours in that direction. But they will
strongly resent and oppose any move to make a
comparatively unknown place the capital of Orissa.
% * *

District Boards In the Punjab.

THE observations on local board elections occur-
ring in the latest resolution of the PunjabGovernment
on their working are well worth notice. There is, of
course, a general tendency on the part of candidates
for election fo avoid contest as far as possible and to
secure, if possible, an unopposed return. This saves
them a good deal of expense and worry and it is
understandable that every endeavour would be made
by them .80 to manage things that only as many
candidates are left in the field as there are seats.
In other cases it is the common experience that
election expenses mount up very high. In one district,
e.£., the candidates were believed to have individually
spent more than Ra, 5,000 on their election. The
resolution is perfectly right when it says that expen-
diture on such a high scale iz demoralising to the
voters no less than to the candidates themselves.
As geifless public service is nol always the sole
motive impelling people to offer themselves for elec-
tion, it is quite conceivable that the elected candi-
dates would lose no opportunity of seeing that their
work for the public does not go absolutely unre-
warded, The reward may not always Dbe obtained
by sraightforward or fair means, but there is no
doubt that reward in some form or other iz the
governing consideration in most cases. The remedy
is to put a strict curb on soaring election expenses
and thus indirectly to help in purifying the

- administration of local bodies, |

* * *

IT appears from the resolution that local boards
are greatly handicapped in the matter of their work

; of medical relief owing to the 1216 per cent. cut in

the Government's medical grant. With reduced
grants the boards were hard put to it even to con-
tinue existing dispensaries, not to mention any ex-
pansion of existing medical facilities. It is dishear-
tening to learn that the experiment of subsidised
dispensaries is not working well in the Punjab. Under
the scheme private medical practitioners are encou-
raged by means of an annual subsidy to settle in
villages so as to be able to cater to their medical
needs. They are free to charge fees for their service,
but residents of rural areas not being yet accustom-
ed to making payments for any medical attention
that they may receive, the services of these medical
men aré not much in demand. It is unfortunate
that a scheme whose working is attended with suc-
cess in other provinces should prove a failure in ‘the
Punjab.
+ L 2 *

IT is & matter for desp regret to nofe that the
educational expenditure of the boards, in stead of in-
creasing, has gone down by Rs. 4 lakhs during the
last six years to Rs. 114-7 lakhs. The number of boys’
achools was reduced from 7,704 to 7,479 with the
result that the average attendance lessened by nearly
13,000. The Government resolution fails to give any
statistios relating to female education in local
board areas but expresses the belief that the loocal
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boards must have had their due share in the increase
of over 14,000 in the number of girl scholars which
had aken place in all achools. This belief ig said to
derive strength from the reports of Commigsioners
who testify to the increasing interest on the part of
Jocal boards in the problem of a wider diffusion of
female education. This is all very well But it is
stating only the obvious to say that mere official
beliefs cannot be made to do duty for faots unless
they are backed up by telling figures. These, we hopa,
will be forthecoming in subsequent Government
reviews,
* * »

Adult Education in Bombay.

IT must have been observed by our readers from
a perusal of our recent article on Indian education
that the movement, of adult education is nowhere in
a flourishing condition. In Bombay, e g., the number
of secondary schools for adult-men is only 8, 6 re-
ceiving a grant from Government and 2 just Govern-
" ment recognition. Two out of these 8 are located
in Karachi so that the Bombey Presidency proper
cannot be said to have more than 6 secondary
schools catering for adults. The total strength in
thesa 8 schools was a little over 600 or if the en-
rolment of about 150 in the Sind schools is left out of
account, about 430 in the presidency proper. The
average anmual cost of educating each pupil was
Rs. 39-2-0, out of which Rs, 4-13-0 was the share of
Government.
»* * »

TURNING to primary education, we find that the
schools for adult men numbered 111 with an enrol-

ment of nearly 4,000, the average daily attandance
being a little over 2,600, 4 of these schools were
Government schools, 18 under the management of
district local boards, 28 conducted by municipalities,
52 in receipt of financial help from the Government
and 9 recognised by Government. I may be men-
tioned that 5 municipal schools and 6 aided
schools were located in Sind, these 11 having an en-
rolment of abont 300, Thus the number of male
adults receiving primary instruction in the presi--
dency was not more than 3,700, The average cost of
educating each pupil was Rs. 21, out of which Gov~
ernment contribution was not even Ra, 1.

* » »

LET us now consider the position with regard to
the education of adult women, The number of
schools for them in the presidency proper was 9 (&

" aided and 1 recognised) there being no adult schools
- for women in Sind. The total enrolment was 546 -

with an average daily attendance of only 373. The
annual average cost of educating each pupil came to
Ras, 31, Rs. 4-5-0 out of which was Government c¢on-
tribution, These figures are eloguent as showing the

_hopelessly backward state of adulf education in this

presidency. If, as the report on Indian education point-
ed out, the employment of feachers who have already
put in a full day’s work to teach adults at night acis
as an impediment to the wider diffusion of adult edu-
cation in this presidency, it should not be difficuls,
specially in these days of chronic unemployment, to
seoura the services of energetio young men whoona
mederate salary may be relied upon to regard the
gpread of education among adulta their mission in
life. Any way we hope that the matter will not fail
to attract the attention of the interim ministry.

MR, NARIMAN WARNS THE PRINOCES.

R. K. F. NARIMAN gave a severe warning to the
Indian Princes in his presidential address to the
eleventh session of the Deccan States’ People’s

Conference held last week-end at Kudchi, The immae-

diate future of Indian nationalism, he paid, was |

bound up with the prevention of inauguration of the
Faderal part of the Government of India Aot 1935
and if the Indian Princes desired to retain even a
semblance of loyalty among their subjects, they must
decide not to enter the Federation. Because " ence
that chain of slavery is twined round political India,
it will be extremely diffionlt to untwine it again.
Prevention is better than cure and so far as the Fede-
ration is concerned, the chances of preventing its en-
croachment, are far better than the other part of the Act,
namely, the so-called bogus provincial autonomy, be-
cauge there has not been a single political voice in
Tndia that has accepted this Federation, and the
Prinoes who are hesitating and halting may ba warn-
¢d in good time to kesp off from this dangerous part-
nership that will provoke the hostility of the whola
country including their own people as well as the
paopls of British India, And they will be relying on
8 broken reed if they think that this foreign patro-
nage and protection of Paramountcy will be able to
defend and protect them from the most embarrassing
and precarious position which the universal hostility
and opposition of millions of their countrymen is
bound to create.” The sentiments expressed by Mr.
Nariman will be echoed by a vast majority in the

mous support which Mr, Nariman supposed they had.
Within twenty-four hours of Mr, Nariman's address,

. Mr. L. B. Bhopatkar, leader of the Democratic Swaraj

Party, addressing the States’ Legislators’ Conference
at the same place, gave expression to his satisfaoction
at the enfry of the Indian Princes into the Federal.
scheme. He believed that their support of the Federa~
tion would bring the Princes into oloser contaoct
with the people of British India, a contact which he
fondly hoped would result in liberalising their outlook
and administration.

Lot it not be supposed that the illusion under
which Mr, Bhopatkar welcomes the Princes’ entry inta
Federation—and incidentally the illusion weakens his.
objection to the Federal scheme—is held by leaders who
are admittedly of the xight wing in the constitutional
struggle. Discussing the Congress attitude towards
the States’ subjects and their demands, Mr. Nariman
himself admits that the Congress has gone back on
the Calcutta resolution which assured ® the people of
the Indian States of its sympathy with and support
in their legitimate and peaceful struggle for the
attainment of full respomsible government in the
States.” This position has been, Mr, Nariman gadly
confesses, * slightly altered » gsince then. This com-
mitment the subsequent pronouncements from the
Congress platform “have considerably toned down
and reduced it only to the exercise of ‘moral and
friendly influence upon the States’ so that today al-
though so far as in its declarations and intentions,
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same form of government for the Indian States, re- |
cognising the rights of the people to Poorna Swaraj
and guaranteeing the fundamental rights of citizen-
ghip, like freedom of person, speech, association and
presg as for the people of British India and a further
declaration that in the proposed Constituent Assembly
Indian States’ subjects should be included, still instead
of promising full sympathy and active support, the
Congress holds out a vague assurance of exercising
moral and friendly influence,” And this change, Mr.
Nariman believes, is only a slight aiteration! Those
who, with us, held the view that the Congress had
definitely abandoned the States’ subjects to the mercies
of the Princes and thereby tacitly acknowledged as
permanent the artificial division of India into Indian
India and British India, might feel shocked by
the revelation which Mr. Nariman makes further in
the address, that no Jess a person than Sardar
Vallabhbhai led the group which defeated every at-
tempt to restore the Calcutta position in successive
Congress sessions,

Mr. Nariman admits, and we agree with him, that
the reversal of the Congress position is a considerable
blow to the hopes of the States’ subjects, who had en-
tertained high expectations of the Congress. The
Congress, which gave 2 bold challenge to the mighty
British ‘Empire, would not, they believed, hesitate to
fight the Princes in their reactionaryism. Their
disappointment was, proportionately to their expecta~
tions, high and Mr. Nariman tried to console them by
talking of strategy and tactics, the last resort of un-
willing allies in a cause. “It is a matter of tactics
and policy,” he said, “ when an organisation has to
fight two mighty Powers, to deal with the greater and
stronger one first in the expectation and hope that the
wiping out of the more important and powerful oppo-
nent would automatically finish the lesser one.”
Persons who believe in this comfortable theory
generally forget the possibility of the more powerful
one very cleverly creating a second line of defence
by entrenching himself behind it and strengthening of
the iess powerful one in the very procees of a camou-
flaged retreat. That is precisely what the British
Government has done and the gravamen of the
opposition to the Federation has in fact been, as
Mr, Nariman is well awars, that under the cloak of a
transfer of power to Indians, the British Government
has, by installing in authority reactionary in-
terests dependent on itself for strength, adroitly
outflanked the nationalist elements in the country
whose opposition to indigenous tyranny is not as
strong as it is to foreign tyranny. In Mr. Nariman's
own words, today * the Princes have become not
only the trusted allies but also the main prop
and support of British Imperialism in India ; they
are considered better, safer and more reliable
agents of foreign domination than the white Civil
Service or even the British Army of Occupation,
This is & master stroke of British diplomacy.” And
how does Mr. Nariman advise the States’ subjects to
meet this master stroke of British diplomacy ? By
telling them to “win their freedom by their own
efforts, by suffering and sacrifice for the cause,” The

unorganised, isolated and terrorised subjects of
Indian States are to engage in a struggle which even
the mighty Congress finds a “tremendous undertaking"
and “well-nigh impossible,” Can it not be asked
whether it is not better strategy and tactiocs to break
the “main prop and support of British Imperialism
in India” as a first step towards the destruction of
Imperialism itself ? Which is easier ? To destroy
the props of a system or the system itself ?

Mr. Nariman, however, believes that the defeat
of the Federation should form the immediate task
before the country and in this we believe he expecta
the States’ subjects to take an active part. There being
a considerable unanimity of opinion on this point
between the States’ people and British India, neither
can expect to keep its struggle against the Federation
in mutually exclusive areas. There is bound tobe an
inevitable identity of methods and even direction as
time passes, between agitation within and without
Indian States for the realization of this goal, although
Mzr. Nariman, faithful Congressman that he is, would.
have it that *the primary responsibility and main
burden of the internal struggle must be borne " by
the States’ people themselves. Unless the States’ people
get active and forceful support from outside, the
message he gives to the States’ people that they should
“ agitate, agitate and agitate ” to remove the rot in
the existing antiquated regime is difficalt of trans-
lation into action,

How difficult the creation of a democratic
conscience among the backwaters of Tndian States is
can be geen from the list of very simple immediate
demands whieh, Mr. Nariman finds, still remain un-
heeded in spite of years of vigorous agitation, Fixed
civil lists, a reasonable Palace Allowance, a check on
the extravagant entertainment of guests and indul-
gence of hobbies, establishment of an independent
judiciary, liberty of press and speech, not one of these
has been granted in most Indian States. Under these
circumstances the adoption of “ a more agressive and
militant programme and policy that will at once
appeal to the imagination of the masses and rouse
their interest " iz not an easy job., especially when
popular political organisations in British India refuse
to lend their active support to any programme of
* direct action ” in the States. Mr, Nariman would
have the States’ people follow the Congress iz non-
violent and peaceful direct mass action to enforce
their demands. He wants the Working Committee
of the States’ People’s Conference to transform itself
intoa War Council of Action “ ecalling upon the
offending States to desist by entering into necessary
negotiations and on their refusal calling upon all
Stiates’ peoples all over the country to stand by their
afflicted brethren in their hour of need and dire dis-
tress, threatening the rulers, after giving due warn-
ing to desist and redress, with some kind of effective
though non-violent mass direct action not confined to
the unfortunte impotent weak States’ subjects in-
volved, but making it cause for the Ali-India States’
subjects”. Such combined pressure, Mr. Nariman
hopes, would certainly xesult in bringing the petty
princes to their knees as in the case of Bardoli where
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* the mighty British Government was made to yield”
by the Congress, It is obvicus that Mr, Nariman is
envisaging, in a comparatively short period, the deve-
lopment of a great organisation in the States on
the iines of the Congress whichk had the advantage
of the successive leaderships of such great persona-
lities as Qokhale, Tilak and Gandhi, We entertain
no such hope unless the experience and resources of the
British Indian leadership are placed at the disposal of
the peoples of the Indian states with unhesitating
willingness. The lead given by Mr, Nariman to the
States’ subjects, thereforé, can profit them little unless
simultaneous efforta aré made to resist the weakness
of British Indian organisations in ‘their attitude to-
wards the Indian Princes, ‘
, I,

A part of his address” Mr. Nariman devotes to
giving a significant warning to the Indian Princes,
The tyrants of the world have fallen by their own sins,
by their refusal to recognise the forces of democratic

awakening, by their indifference to ‘the poverty and |

sufferings of their subjects and by their callous extra-
vagance.” Would the Indian Prideds read the writing
on the wall ' A
We may warn these noble puppet Indian toy kings of
the dangers that inevitably follow smoh unpatriotic .games.
History has recorded numerous instances.when similay
taoctics by tottering thrones to prolong their existanas have

all ended in disaster, and such short-sighted policy has |-

always proved maicidal and fatal both to the ¢rowns and
their satellites. The mighty Tsar of Russia formed similar
unholy paots with the notorious * Black Hundred® a motley
crowd of the olergy, the Cozsck ohiefs, the feudal lords,
all relics of ancient nebility, but the combined efforts of all
could not stem the tide of the fass approaching Russian

proletariat. The religions sanctity and orthodox bigotry |

attached to the Holy Khalifa- of Turkey ocoupled with
foreign diplomatio assistance as in India oould not save it
from Turkish Republican onalaught... The Chinese Throne
olaimed ansient descendancy .of over 5000 years. directly
fr?m the Sun, and was considered inviolats and sacred by
nvillions of Chinamen ; still it was swept off in a fow days
before hoards of republican Chinese masses ; and what has
become of the arrogant and insolent Kaigser ? The Egyptian
Pashas, like the Indian Rajahs and Nababs, at one time
:ried the smme treacherous game «and .raised a bogus
I?alaoe Party ' to support foreign interests, but this Party
wisoly dissolved in good time and. nltimately got itself
merged in the nationalist groups in the country and thus
saved itself from extinotion. But the most instruotive
instance of survival is that of the Mikadoo of Japan. with
their Royal asgooiates, the Samurais, They still maintain
their normal high and semi-divine pogition anly by howing
10 tha will of the people and submitting to their demooratio
Fepublican constitution, And above all what is the mighty
British Orown, the Paramount Power, the overlord of thess
Indian Kings, what is it.-but a mare oresture of British
demooracy ¥ Hitherto in ail confliots in history, between
the aovereignty of the poople’s rights .and the ancient bus
dyiog prerogative of the Crown, the pecple have always
triumphed and mighty thrones have either crurbled down
before the onslaughts of Demos or got themselves adjuated
10 mit the ohanging conditions and the demands of the
Paople. Thesa Indian Statos, oomparatively insignificant,
Powarless, oacupying the unique, anomalous and. inoonsies
Seut position, these petty potentates ars not going %o _be
the ouly exoeption to that universal historical rule. -
May 1t ‘be hoped that Mr. Nariman's warning would
mol fall on deaf ears® ~ - oo een o
J ool

“—i-"ui!_'-——'

- result
. depressed c¢lass pupils (9470 boys and 5,000

DEPRESSED CLASS WELFARE WOLK
IN COCHIN.

Sin some provinces the Cochin Stats has a
special department to Jook after the well-being
of the depressed classes who number about

114 lakhs or form one-tenth of the total population,
Thig is a point on which the State deserves to be
congratulated, But it is to be regretfullynoted from
the laiest departmental report viz. that for 1935-36,
that its budget allotment is showing a consistent
decline. From a figure bordering on Rs, 1 lakh three
years ago if had come down in 1925-36 to about
Rs: %4 lakh | If the depressed classes are to rise in the
social scale, as is obviously the objecf of the State in:
setting' up this department, it follows that larger
and larger funde ooust be ‘made bkvailable for their
uplift. -It is to be-hoped that ‘the reduction'in the
budgét allotment does not presage any backsliding in
' the -hithero progreseive polley of the State in this
important field of nation-building activity. o
' 1. "The methods followed by the department in bring -
| ing about an improvement in the moral and material
. eondition of these unfortunate people are closely
- modelled on the usual lines, viz. of promoting a wider
diffusion’of education among them, seouring housa«
' sites for them, fmpreving their boonomio condition
with the help of the co-operative movement, ete.” In
the early :stages’ 6f the welfaré work for which the
department iz ‘tesponsible, 'speeial “seliools used to be
started for the: benefit of the deépresged classes, This
was présumably ‘bedmise' 'of - difficulties 'in the
"way of ‘their' "aprestricked admission to common
schoolss It i8 & mattér for gratification, however,
-‘this  »eport  that: thé public
. prejudice against these ' ¢lasdes has by now died
y down 'mto ' 1the extent’ of  their -joining  ischools;
whether ' Government or grant-in-aid, ‘without any
complioations’ whatever, The - problem befors the
| departmenb now is not how to - seeire unrestricted
entry of '‘dépressed class children inté schools in the -
' Btate but how to Induce more of them to take kindly
to eduoation.” To thig end "books, "slates, and other

"to: note from

- sohool requisites'and even: clothing'ave  supplied:-to

them gratis. In the forest areas even free
feeding is Tesorted to as an inducement to the
children of the ‘hill tribes to attend school. As a
of all these inducements about 19,470

girls' * were in receipt of education, This works out
to about 70 per cent, of children of school age being
already at gchool, which may safely be treated az' an
indioation of the realisation by the depressed classes
of the benefits of education. 8o far as the primary
stage is concerned; the number of students went up
by about 1,000 from about 12,100 to 13, 140.

By way of encouragement, special stipends at
Ras, 2 per mensem In the lowsr secondary classes and
Rs, 3 in the upper are given to depressed class ohild-
ren, there being 464 and 60 recipients of the former
and latter respectively. The number was subsequently
added to by abont 250 which is as it should be, Failed
students do rot as & rule get the stipends, but where

(4

the failure is “due to unvontrollable causes, the rule
ioe . L | ' - .

wtledbr w2
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is not sirictly enforced. The effect of these
inducements is to be found in the increasing.number
of pupils in the secondary stage and in a growing
demand for such help, 80 much so that the demand
is already outstripping the supply. The sequel is
easy to imagine. The limited nature of the budget
allotment necessitated last year a reduction of Re, 1
in the stipends.

The list of special inducements to depressed
clags students does not, however, stop here, Those of
them that receive °college education are given
a stipend of Rs. 10 tenable for two years
besides an annual Jump sum grant of Rs. 30 for the
purchage of books and other requisities. They also
enjoy exemption from all kinds of fees inciuding
caution money and laboratory fees, During the year
under report three depressed class students were
studying in colleges and one student was given Ra. 25
to enable him to appear for his Infermediate exami-
nation. Facilities are also provided for the entry of
qualified depressed class candidates into the State
gervice,

Another activity of the departiment is the sescur-
ing of house sites for depressed classes. This is done
by the assignment, free of cost, of lands either owned
by or at the disposal of Government, fo needy persons
or by the acquisition of private land at Government
oxpense and its allotment in convenient plots
to depressed class families. The maximum fo
be sallotted for eingle familiee has -been laid
down in the land revenue manual as 10 cenfs in
backwater and sea-board villages and 20 cents else-
where, no ground value being charged. Allotments
of bigger dimensions need the Deswan’s sanction.
Trees up to & value of Rs, 10 per acre are not charged,
‘Where the free value exceeds that figure, only the
excess calculated at Ra. 10 per acre is recovered from
" the allottes. If the applicant is unwilling to pay the
oxecess, all the trees are auctioned off and only the
Jand allotted to the applicant, Since the land is
intended for the benefit of depressed class families to
whom it is assigned, great care is necessary to
prevent their being dispossessed of ‘it on any pretext
whatever. To this end any alienation by the
assignees is strictly forbidden, In villages where land
is available for assignment a portion is necessarily

reserved for the depressed classes and in so doing, the
following points are especially considered: (1)} its
proximity to places of labour, (2) its suitability for
cultivation of food crops or for residential purposes
and (3) facilities for water supply.

During the year under report 72 families were
settled by free assignment on Government land or
land at their disposal while 3-27 acres of private land
were acquired during the year for the same purpose.
The total number of house-sites provided by free
assignment of Government or poramboke land since
the commencement of work by the Department is
1,279, while that of houge-sites in privately-owned
iand acquired by Government during the period 375,
In all 313 houses were built by Government for the
use of depressed classes, the expenditure on this item
during the year under report being Rs. 2,725, It need
hardly be added that the provision of good water both
for drinking and bathing also engages the attention
of the department, the amount spent on the construce
tion of new wells or tanks and repairs to old ones
during 1935-36 being Rs. 1,535.

For the promotion of the economic improvement
of the depressed classes the department helps in the
formation of co-operative societies, which numbered 45
during the year under report. Their working capital
exceeded Rs. 11,000 .and the amount of loans issued
was iIn the neighbourhood of Rs. 7,000. These co-
operative societies work directly under the Protector,
as the head of this welfare department is styled,
who is assisted by an adequate staff As elsewhere
the depressed classes form a very considerable
proportion of the labouring population in the State.
We are assured in the report that the State
does its best to safeguard their interests. In the
nature of circumstances, however, this cannot be a]l
that is to be desired. Else how is it possible to
account for the keen discontent among industrial
labourers occasionally expressing ifself in strikes
to which the report makes a reference towards ita
conclusion ? Thus while considerable scope for the
exercise of the department'’s solicitous care in respect
of depressed class and other labour unquestionably
exists, the report may on the whole be regarded as a
record of solid ameliorative work undertaken by the
department For these unfortunate classes,

EXOISE DUTY ON SUGAR.

HE imposition of an additional excise duty on
sugar has given rise to bitter criticism of
Government policy by th: industrialists of the

country. They argue that the sugar industry is still
in its infancy, though it has taken rapid strides
since the grant of protection. They urge that once
protection is granted to an industry, it is desirable
to allow the effects of protection to exert their
full influence unhindered by any interference on the

part of the Government, Secondly, the protection
enjoyed by the sugar industry is to continue till

1946, though a second enquiry was provided for in
1938, 8o, any interferenve with the status-quo

amounts to a breach of contract and should be dis-
ocountenanced from that poinf of view.

As against these argnments of the industrialists,
the Finance Member pointed out in his last budget
speech that the cenfral finances this year were in a
very bad condition. The Centre had to discharge
the obligations cast upon it by the new constitution.
It was to undergo some loss of revenue due to the
separation of Burma which, again, was forced upon it
by the framers of the constitution. In short, during
the financial year 1937-38, the gross deficit of the
Central budget was estimated at Rs. 342 lakhs, As
against this, the Government had Rs, 184 lakhs in the
Revenue Reserve Fund. So it had to find additional
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‘zevenua to the tune of Ra, 158 lakhs to *balance the
budget. As regards the depletion of the Central
treasury by reason of protection granted to sugar,
the Finance Member pointed out that in 1930-31,
the import daty on sugar alone smounted to no
less than Re.10% crores. Theimport duty on sugar
is now practically gone. As against this, the exocise
duty on sugar brings nearly Rs.24 crores. On the whole,
therefore, there has been a worsening of the budget
position fo the extent of nearly Ra. 8 crores a year.
The Government can no longer view with equanimity
the steady deterioration of their budgetary position,
They must try to reimburse their resources from the
industry which has profited by the decline of the
import duty on sugar. Secondly, the Finance Member
strongly countered the argument that the enhance-
ment of the excise duty on sugar eould in any sense
be construed as a breach of contract. Protection
was granted to the sugar industry -in India with a
view to strengthen its position vis-a-vis the position

- of the sugar industries of the other ocountries of the |

world. It never exompted the sugar industry of India
from the liabilities of additional taxation. By impos-
ing the additional excise on sugar, the Government ig
not lowering the quantum of protection given to the
industry. In 1931, acting on the recommendationa
-of the Tariff Board on sugar, Government raised the
- sugar import duty to Ra, 7-4-0 per hundredweight,
‘Closely following this, to make up the deficits in the
~Cantral budget, the Government, imposed & surcharge
of 25 per cent. on all import dutjes. The sugar in-
dustry in India, therefore, enjoyed additional protec-
“tion to the extent of this emergency surcharge. In
1934, the Government of India imposed an excise duty
on Indian sugar to take away the additional proteo
‘tion acoruing to it by reason of the surcharge on
the sugar import duty., But here again, the excise
~duty was not equivalent to the surcharge on the im-
port duty. It was eight annas less per owt. than the
surcharge imposed on the sugar, The surcharge
+on the import duty was Re. 1-13-0 per ewt., while
the excise duty imposed was only Re. 1-5~0) per owt.
Now from 1937 onwards the excise duty on sugar has
been increased to Rs. 2 per owt. and the import
~duty on sugar has been raised to the same extent,
viz. from Rs. 7-4-0 to Ra. 9-4-0 per owt. Bat
“the advantage which the sugar industry of India was
enjoying even after 1934, over and above the quantum
-of proteotion due to the excise duty being less by
- 88, 8 per owt. than the surcharge on the impoft duty,
has now been withdrawn completely by the Govern-
ment. Thus, the sugar industry of India is enjoying
now the same gquantum of protection as was originally
‘recommended for it by the Sugar Tariff Board. So
uth;re is n: point whatsosver in the assertion of those
who R s
o t:gx ogu;lr.xo te;;::i:n.axoxse duty as lessening the
The only moot ‘point, ther i
-examination, is whetl:l:ar &n u:{;):a dz%x;cl;hzfﬁgirgg
imposed on the pugar industry at this stage;
-and secondly, whether the sugar industry is in a
sposition at present to bear the additional burden oast
-upon it. -While examining these points, it will not
~bs out of place to mention here that the Tariff Board,

while recommending protection to the sugar industry,
cast some definite obligations on this industry ' also.
It wanted the sugar manufacturers to pay at least
eight annas per maund of sugarcane to the sugarcane-
growers. Because the cultivatora have very little
staying power and because they are most un-
organiged ag salesmen, the Tariff Board knew well that
their weak bargaining power would be exploited to -
their disadvantage by the sugar manufacturers. So,
it thought it necessary to stipulate that the culti-
vators should be assured of a fixed price for their
produce. But matters were mismanaged from the
very beginning, It was not until 1934 that a move
was made by the Central Government to empower the
local Governments to fix the price of sugareane,
Only two local Governments, those of U.P. and Bihar,
attempted to fix the prices of sugarcane. Buf in-
doing s0, they were resolutely opposed by the sugar
manufacturing interests. The argument was trotted
out that as Indian sugarcane contained less percen-
tage of sugar than the Javanege and the Cuban varie-
ties, it would not be possible for the manufacturer to
pay as much as 8 ag, per maund of sugarcane. TUlti-
maftely, the minimum price of a maund of sugarcane
was fixed at5 as, But enjoying all the additional
advantages mentioned above the sugar manufac-
turers did not utilise to the full the oppor-
tunities afforded to them. The fact remains that sinee
the grant of protection, production of Indian white
sugar has increased in considerable proportion. The
production of sugar in India for the year ending
March 1932, when protection was granted to the
industry was 1,58,581 tons whereas during' the last
orushing season viz, that of 1935-36, the production
of sugar from factories alone came to 9,12,000 tons
which fogether with sugar produced from gur and
by the khandsari process came to 11,56,000 tons,
Though, there are no figures of actual consumption
available, it is roughly put at 12 lakhs of toms per.
yoar. S0, during the year 1935-36, the production of
sugar in India nearly equalled its consumption,
That this has been s0 is a gratifying faoct no doubt.
But the manufacturers of sugar eannot be immune
from the charge that instead of utilising proteciion
to consolidate their position, they frittered away their
energies by entering into a race of cut-throat
competition, This has led not only to the insta-
bility of the industry as a whole but to a deteriora-
tion in the quality of sugar as well

The All-India Sugar Merchants’ Conference, which
met at Cawnpore in December 1936, devoted a large
part of its attention tothisaspectof the problem. The
Pregident of the All-India Sugar Merchants' Confe-
rence complained that “the freedom which the Sugar
Protection Aot gave to the manufacturers had deterio-
rated into license. The Protection Aot worked one-
sided in the interests of the millowners"”. The Chairman
of the Reception Committes of the ssid Conference
spoke even more bitterly. Hesaid: “It is hardly
necessary to state that the irregularity of (frankly the
disparity of) quality has ranged from the Indian .
Sugar standard (1935) No. 26 to No. 15 colour and A
to C orystal, though the description of sugar has been
white orystal No. 1 and the price paid the same.” He
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then went on to say that the “merchant’s capacity to
bear losses also knows limits, Six years of protection
should be a sufficiénfly long period when standardisa-
tion of qualities in the very interests of the mills
themselves should be within the practical programme
of the mills”. Thus, to recapitulate, the sugar
manufacturing concerns have misused much of the
advantage accruable through protection by (I)
cheating the cultivator of his due share of protection,
(2) rendering the industry uustable by entering into
a race of cui-throat competition, and lasily (3)by a
marked deterioration in the quality of sugar

This chaotic condition of the sugar mdustry has
affected adversely not only the cultivators of sugar-
cane and the traders of sugar but the traders-and
producers of gur as well. While the Tariff Board
appeared to be alarmed.at the prospect of “about 40
million tons ‘of cane being available for gur manu-
facture, if no steps were taken to increasethe output
of white sugar as against 25:45 millions available in
1927-28" the amount of cane which is actually used'
for gur manufacture at present when the white
suger industry. has developed to the farthest limit of
expansion is estimated at something like 44 million
tons. Thus, the Tariff Board's remedy of providing
an outlet for surplus-cane in the form of the white
sugar industry has made the malady worse than be.
fore by increasing the surplus with the result that
there has been a surfeitof over-production all round,
The production of white sBugar has come to a stage
when it nearly equals ifs; consumption in India.
There has been over-production. in the case of
gur resulting in a falldin.ifs price ranging from 40 .
to 66 p.o. as:..compared:to the, leyel in. 1929 The |
price of sugarcane 'has registered a similar decline.

Though the cane prices had. been fixed in U. P, and |

Bihar; stilt the fact.should not be forgattien that the .
sugar faotories orush only 12p. e. of the total cane
produced. The rest of the cane is either turned info
gur or is consumed in the raw stage by both men and
cattle Where sugarcane is converted into gur,
the return per maund of cane converted
‘into gur does not work out at more than as. 4%
while the minimum price to be legally paid by facto-
ries is 5 as. per maund of sugarcane. If follows,
therefore, that there should be a mad rush on the
part of the cultivators to get their cdne sold

the gates of a factory. Under these circumsta.nces,
the maintenance -of a minimum price becomes ex-
tremely difficult, Both the manufacturer and the.
cultivator find it to ‘their advantage to circumvent
the law of minimum price. But recently even this
minimum price law has been considerably altered to
the' great disadvantage of the poor cultivator. Be-:
cause of the glut in the supply of sugarcane and the
consequent unwillingness of the manufacturers to pay -
the legal price, the Ministers in U. P. and Bihar have
reduced the /cane price to about 218 as, to 3 as a
maund. The Sugar Committee of 1920 worked out
the cost of prodistion of sugarcane at about 6 as..
a maund. The présent price of sugarcane, therefore,.
doet not cover,'nay falls far shott: of; its ‘cost of:
productio‘n. Thm alarmidg oondition of the sugaroane

ERR— ; e 4

growers should open the eyes of the protagonists of
sugar protection, It is beside the point to argue that
the sugar industry pays at least Rs. 8 croresannually
fo the cultivators as the price for their cane, If the

_cultivators had not grown sugarcane, they would not

have left their fields fallow. How far they would
have succeeded in growing alternative crops is, of
course, a very debatable matfer. But this at least
must be said that they are growing sugarcane ab
present not because it is a paying proposition but
because they have gone tdo far to retrace their steps.

Apart from its failure to protect the cultivators
the sugar protective duty necessarily penalises the
congumers of sugar. It is wrong to argue that because
the price of Indian sugar has progressively gone
down, "therefore the consumers have profited by the
developments of thé sugar industry. In order to
ascertain the actual burden of sugar protection on
consumers, we must find' out what prices the con-
sumers of sugar would have paid had India been a
free-trade country with regard to sugar. ‘The price
of Java sugar is ‘about Rs. 13-7-0 per cwt. Allowing
for the duty of Re. 9-1-0 the ex-duty price works out
at Rs. 4-6-0 per cwt. The price of first grade
sugar made in Cawnpore factories is about Rs. 11-6-0
per cwt. Allowing for the excise duty of Rs. 2 per
cwt. the net price of Indian sugar comes to about
Rs. 9-6-0 per cwt. That means that the Indian con-
gumer and fax-payer is paying Rs. 5 more for
évery ewt. of sugar made and -sold by the Indian
factories than he would if protection to sugar were
withdrawn altogether, Of course, this figure is only
d roughone. ‘But it gives some idea of the extent of
gacrifies undergone by consumers because of the pro-
tectfon given t6 sugar. This is not all. Because of
hea,vy‘ protection’ enjoyed 'by the sugar industry in
Iridla., the ‘¢ustoms revenue has dropped by Ra. 8
crores. This" decrease in revenue ie not offset in
every cage by a reduiction of expenditure. More dften
than not, the Government expenditure remains what
it was and additional 'taxation is imposed to make
good the deficit. It is thus clear that because of
the grant of protection to the sugar industry, the
consumers and ‘the -tax-payers of India-are saddled
with a beavy financial burden. ~So, the opinion is
gaining ground that in the interests of all concerned,
# is timé for the Government of Fndia to cry a halt
to the furtheér development of the sugar industry.

The question is, in what way can this object be-
best realised ? It is not for the first time that the
Government is imposing an excise duty to restrict
the production of sugar, When Sir George Schuster
proposed the imposition of an excise duty of Re.1-5-0
per cwt. in his, budget proposals for 1934-35, he had
exactly the same intentions in mind. * Ta.kmg a view
of the more distant future” he said * we have been
compelled to the conclusion that if -the present con--
ditions are allowed to continue, there is a danger of

‘over-production which might - in the : long run bring

disaater to the interests of the cultivators and manu--
faoturers alike.” One may argue that the excise duty
of 1934 has not, absolutely :speaking, reduced - the

.number of sugar mills, But the fact cannot be gain-
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-said that since the imposition of the first excise
-duty, there has beer & proportionate reduction in
the number of sugar mills. In 1932-33, the number
. of sugar factories in India was 57. It increased to
112 or nearly double the previous figure in 1933-34.
In 1934-35, when the excise duty was imposged, the
number of factories stood at 130. But from 1934 upto
the present day, the increase in the number of fac-
torfes has been only 16, Thus, it cannot be argued that
the excise duty would not have the desired effect of
restricting “overproduction”, Besides, excise duty
is not the only method which the Government has
-devised to place the sugar industry on a stable and
-pound footing. The recent recommendations of the
Sugar Committee of the Imperial Council of Agriecul-
-tural Research show that there will be a “ zoning"
of sugarcane areas in the neighbourhood of each and
-gvery factory. The zone would be designed to mest

73 per cent. of the normal requirements of each

factory. Inreturn, the factories would undertake to
purchase a corresponding percentage of cane within
their zones at not less than the wminimum legal
price. This attempt, if successful, will lead to the
looalisation of the production of sugarcane and will
-discourage those areas from growing sugarcane which
have no sugar faoctories in close vicinity. Besides,
the Government is also trying to make useful the by-
products of sugar, As a result of experiments carri-

- od out at the Cawnpors Technological Institute, the .

posaibilities of utilising molasses as fodder are being
explored. Experiments with molasses in road-mak-
ing have also been made. Along with all this experi-
mentation, efforts are being made by the Agricultural
Department to improve the quality of the sugarcane
grown, The Government has during the last six orseven
yeara confributed something in the neighbourhood of
Rs. 90 lakhs to help the industry as also the cane-
growers. So, the charge that the Government is out
to destroy the sugar industry cannot hold water. The
Government is trying every means to put a stop to
the evil of overproduction which is the bane of the
-gugar industry at present. If in doing so, it places
an additional responsibility on the millowners or
makes it difficult for the inefficient mills to survive
-any longer, then the country should feel grateful
rather than otherwise to the Government.

The fact is that the sugar manufacturers were
given a free hand in the moulding of the industry
‘upto the present day. But instead of inoreasing
efficienoy or lowering the cost of production, they
disaipated the advantages of +the heavy
protection in eut-throat competition.
-gont low prices of sugar, had they been due to
a0 Inorease in efficiency, would surely have filled
with pride the heart of every Indian. But the pre-
sent low prices are only a temporary phase and will
-disappsar as moon as the factory-owners cease
out-throat competition which they cannot in any
oase practise for a long time, It is regrettable that
even after six years of continued protection, the
sugar manufacturers of India have not succeeded
in lowering the cost of production. During
#he three years ending 1936 the averags extractive

The pre-.

efficiency in India worked out at 8-80, §66 and
905 per cent. respectively. This oannot be said
tobe a very remarkable achievement. It does not
bear comparison with theaverage extractive efficiency
in Java which was reported to be as high as 125 in
1934. Secondly, if we examine the figures for & fow
years before protection, it would appear that a simi-
lar percontage was reached even then, the figures for
1929-30, 1930-31 and 1931-32, for example, being
9-07, 895 and 8-897, respectively. It is thus clear that
protection by itself has not increased the efficiency
of the sugar factories of India. Only the lure of
high profits brought into the industry a number of
amateurs whose further continuance would prove a
finanoial burden to the country. The sugar industri-
alists, as we have seen, have fulfilled none of the
obligations cast on them. They have mulcted the
cultivators of their due share of proiection, they
have failed to satisfy the sugar merchants and they
have been instrumental in imposing a heavy burden
on the consumers of sugar and the tax-payers of
India. Under the ecircumstances, the Government
haa a right to pes that inefficiency iz punished and
overproduction checked and no amount of clamour
and interested propaganda on the part of the sugar
manufacturera will lead the public to oppose the
methods adopted by the Government.

SHYAM SUNDAR MISRA.

A eviews,

ECONOMICS AND TECHNOLOGY,

ECONOMICS AND TECHNOLOGY. BY FERDY-
NAND ZWEIG. (King.) 1936. 22cm. 252p. 10,

WE are today witnessing a revolution in industrial
technique comparable in many respects to the Indus-
trial Revolution of a hundred years ago and attended
with similar strains and stresses in the sphere of
social and political relations. The revolution in
question has a particular bearing on the present pro-
blems of poverty and unemployment. Technological
progress has added enmormously to our productive
power. But social progress is not keeping pace with
technological progress and owing to the defective
character of our system of distribution we are unable
to consume a large part of what we produce. The ad-
justment between technical progress and social progress
has become all the more difficult because liberal
capitalism is giving way more and more to mono-
polistic capitalism. Grave doubts have arizsen as to
whether the present wonderful development of techno-
logy has made any real contribution to human wel-
fare. Is it hot rather being put to most ignoble uses
80 that military, social and economic warfare has
ge?nm? more ruthless and devastating than ever
efore ' :

In this book the author is chiefly conoerned with
tracing the interrelation between ‘technology and
economiocs... The book consists of an anallytical
part (Analysis of Teohnological Progress), a theoreti:
cal part (Problems of Compensasion for Technological
Unemployment), a sociological part (Souroes and
Limits of Technologioal Progress) and a practical
part (Remedies for Techrological Unemployment), -
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The author attaches special importance to the
analytical part of his work in which he shows that
* technological progregs-” includes & number of dis-
tinct phenomena dissimilar as regards the influence
they exercise on sconomic life. For example, * pro-
gress in novelty ” (i e, development in the production
of novelties) is different in nature and extent from
“progress in productivity ” (i. e. advance in indus-
frial output). .Again, progress resulting in saving of
capital has a different economic significance from
progress resulting in a saving of labour. Unless each
of these different phenomena covered by the term
“Technological Progress ™ is carefully analysed and
assessed our conclusions will be lacking in perspec-
tive and are likely to be misleading.

In the discussion on the problem of unemploy-
ment, the possible remedies have been grouped under
the following headings :

1. Remedies belonging to the sphere of techno-
logy involving adjustment of the direction ang rate
of technological development.

2. Remedies belonging to the sphere of social
roforms, such as democratization of ownership, agri.
cnltural schemes, ete.

3. Remedies such as reduction of working hours,
reatrictions on the employment of women, chiidren
and aged persons, elimination of double employment,
ebe.

4. Remedies concerned with making economic
activity more elastic and profitable, especially by
increasing the elasticity of the Iabour market, the
profitability of production and stimulating capital
investments.

5, Credit and money operations, large-gcale
public works, ete.

All this discussion is useful but rather slight
and perhaps not always well grounded in theory.
The questions raised by the author are far numerous
and too complicated to be treated adequately ina
small book of about 250 pages. However, Professor
Zweig has undoubtedly produced a competent piece
of work and succeeded in his object of preparing the
ground for a better understanding and a wider and
more thorough treatment of the subject and it is to
be hoped that at some future date, he will cover ié
in deliberate and leisurely faghion.

G. B. JATHAR.

NOT SOCIALISM THIS.

INDIAN SOCIALISM. By BRI NARAIN. (Atma
Rama & Sons, Lahore,) 1937. 18cm, 158p. Rs. 2,
SOCIALISM is & live issue in India at the present
moment, Though we do nof agree with the author
in believing that its origin is to be found mainly in
the discontent following upon the recent depression,
we accept without reserve Prof. Brij Narain's compe-
tence to write on the subject, Not only is he an
eminent student and teacher of economics, but he has
always interested himself in the practical gide of
economie reform, Not very long ago he was himgelf
interested in acoialism as a solvent of communalism
and caste restriction, It now appears that he is con-
vinced that progress does not lie that way and that
nationalism must be utilised as a counieraction to
the narrowness of caste and community. There is
thus some conversion in Prof. Brij Narain's thought,
‘. and it would be strange if the process did not uncon-
soiously yet inevitably lead him towards the other
extreme,
Prof. Brij. Narain's criticism of the special claims
#o0 poientific merit preferred by Marxian socialism is

along approved lines, Surplus value, labour theory,
class war, materialism—all are neatly exposed. Prof.
Brij Narain finds the Darwinian principle of struggle
for existence to be more potent than that of oclass.
struggle, and he rightly forecasts that even with
soplalisation of economies international struggles.
will not vanish. Socialism of a sort, however, has
irresistible fascination for the author who avers:

The genesis of Indian socialism does not lie in the labour
theory, which is dead; in the theory of surplus value,
which is equally dead;in the theory of class struggle, '
which is worse than useless, since it ignores the struggle
for existence; or in the sconomic ideal of classless soviety,
which can never be realised, My conception of socialism
is built around & national state, aotively interfering in all
econcmic matters and taking deliberate steps to develop
the oountry’s resources according to plan.

All this sounds very much like interventionism
without much of socialism in it. Prof. Brij Narain
feels that the problem of distribution might be
neglected for the time being and that we should con-
centrate on planned production. There is, from one
standpoint, that of traditional natiomalism, much to
be gaid in favour of this view. But then why should
we call it socialism so long as the essential institu-
tions of private property and individual initiative
are left substantiaily untouched ? It is better to call
this policy by its proper name: regulated and planned
capitalism,

It appears that in this respect Prof. Brij Narain's
ideas are yet in a flux. Having demonstrated the
theoretical and historical hollowness of class struggle,
he atill opines: * There would be little objection to
class war if India were a free country, and isolated
from the rest of the world. . But the struggle for
existence and the necessities of the political situation
demand a different course of action. ™" It is not clear
whether Prof. Brij Narain opposes the characteristio:
doctrines of socialism as being inherently unsound
or practically inexpedient. He says that the chief
content of Swaraj is economie, and hence the class
strugele might wait till the advent of Swaraj. If,
however, class struggle is inherently sound such &
course would appear to be unjustifiable. If the
content of Swaraj is economie, is it not so for salk
classes including the propertyless? Does the practical
experience of Prof. Brij Narain lead him o hope that
the mass of the Indian people, except by a process of
irrational mass suggestion, can be rendered enthusi-
astic in the cause of Swaraj unless they are assured’
of a just sharing of the fruits of the same ?

Prof. Brij Narain contends that * All controversy
about the form of the future state is futile When
the new state comes, it will know what to do and how
todoit.” Such a fond faith may be good enough
for a convinced intellectual, but the people at large
must know definitely how their economic and other
claims are going to be adjusted in the new order.
The tendency towards the other extreme evinced in-
this book of Prof. Brij Narain is well marked in his.
defence of the moneylender, which is overdone, and.
in the implication that the state is the only instru-
ment of exploitation. Even the recent sliding soales
of revenue introduced by the Punjab Government, so-
as to adjust rovenue demand according to price
fluctuations, is described as a fraud. Admitting with.
Prof. Brij Narain that the inelasticity of other costs.

‘reduces the mathematical significance of the new

reform, it cannot be denied thatthe Punjab Govern-
ment’s lead is in the right direction. Prof. Brij
Narain himself favpurs the abolition of land revenue-
and its supersession by income tax, but so long as the
theoretical and practical justification of his rival.
plan have not been proved it is clearly incorrect to
speak of the sliding scale as a fraud.
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Indian pocialism has derived ita thecretical in-
-gpiration from the writings of authors who had an
eltogether different surrounding before them than
what obtains in Indis. Equally true is the experience,
here as well ag in other countries, that periods of
economic depression increase the popular intereat in
radical movements like socialism. But it is unjust in
our opinion to deny the existence of a good deal of
economie and social exploitation in India and the
genuineness of its inevitable product, socialism. No
less unjust is the plea of expediency based on the
priority of the political struggle. Political, economic,
gocial, religious—thesa are not watertight and mutu.
ally exclusive compartments of human thought and
experience, The new enlightenment that is coming to
the people of India is bound to express itself in a
comprehensive demand for all-sided improvement.
It will not do to ignore the claims of redistribution as
less pressing, or to look forward to increasing prices
weakening the cause of the socialists, or to leave the
future state fo do the right thing at the right
moment. '

It must be definitely admitted that socialism
is included among the meveral adjustments that
have to be made in Indian ideas and institutions,
Ita theoretical and practical olaims
- one-sided and henece unacceptable in the form in
which propagandists present them, But a restric.
tion on the rights of private property, of inheri.
{ance, of uunchecked profiteering, of unregulated
production, of sweating labour and of driving the
hardest bargain sgainst debtora must not only form
an integral part of the future planned state, but must
oome here and now, Nationalism at the cost of social
. justice and planning at the cost of equal freedom of
. all olasses are neither desirable as ends of Indian
policy nor are they ealculated to make an effactive
appeal to the Indian psople, Prof. Brij Narain has
written in oriticism of the sooialists, but he still
adheres to the mame gogialism. Perhaps this is expe-
dient, but we feel that his place is no longer with the
socialists, TUnless he makes a special effort to ses the
-drawbacks of Indian capitalism and social hierarchy
he might very soon be with the opponents of
gocialism,

‘ The introduction of large-scale planned farming
with the help of modern appliance makes a strong
appeal to Prof, Brij Narain. How this can be intro-
duced without expropriating, if not in name at any
rate in substanoce, the peasant proprietors who ocoupy
about one half of cultivated land in India is not clear.
Moreover, if the diffioulties of Indian agrioulture are
due in large measure to the autarchic policies of our
erstwhile customers, how a planned agriculturs is go-
ing to maintain and develop cur export markets is a
mystery, A planned economy in India under a social-
ly wideawake government is urgently to be deaired,
Prof. Brij Narain has in his present book put in a
strong plea for planning. We hope it will not be
long before he couples it with greater social justice.
Ha might not then feel called upon, like the Nazis, to
desoribe as socialism something which in essence is
the very reverse,

The present book of Prof. Brij Narain bears the
stamp of hig usual scholarship and independence of
judgment, The somewhat critical note of this
roview is in response to a hope expressed by him in
the preface that the book would provoke a disoussion,
Prof. Brij Narain's book ought to be read by everyone
Interested, from whatever angle, in the prospects of
socialism in India, '

D. G. KARVE.

are too f League of Nations has given India an equal status to

" that of the Dominions, he winks at the fact that it is

‘the eoffect of the withdrawal of

IMPERIAL & INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS,

LETTERS AND ESSAYS ON CURRENT
IMPERIAL AND  INTERNATIONAL RELA-
TIONS; 1935-36. By A. BERRIEDALE KEITH,
(Ozford University Press.) 1936. 23om. 233p. 2/6.

THI3 is an extremely informative, interesting and

instructive collection of letters and essays on current

imperial and international problems during the

period 1935-36.

The book is divided into two sections. The first deals
with the question of Imperial Relations., In this
section Prof, Keith contributes a number of Ietters on
varied and various questions relating to Imperial
Reolations and disposes of some of the most technical
and intricate questions in a manner and alanguage
which makes delightful yet serious reading, and
facilitates understanding of intricate and difficult
problems,

One may not agree with all that Prof. Keith

' hag fo say on some of the problems, but this does not

detract from the appreciation of some of the lstters

- in this section which are written in a manner which
- is at once original and thought-provoking. However,
- I must say that when Prof. Keith asserts in his letter

on Indian Reforms that the mere membership of the

not so, His second letter on the Indian Civil Service
is a fair and masterly treatment of one of the difficult
questions in this couniry and exposes the new

-meothod of recruitment and the disabilities imposed

upon the Indian candidates. The learned professor

.rightly holds that the treatment meted out to Indian

candidates entering the service iz difficult to defend,

The second section of the book deals with Inter-
national Relations. In treating questions of Interna-~
tional law and International Relations, Prof, Keith,
has shown remarkable courage and understanding,
He tackles the thorny question of “sanctions” with
lucidity, directness and courage, In unmistakable
language he has blamed Italy, France and even
England whenever they have deviated from the code
of international morality and law. He brings it
home to the British Government that it is not only the
Continental Powers who have violated international
law but, that England is also guilty of traversing the
oode of international law and morality. Writing of
“ ganetions ** om
international law, Prof. Keith rightly holds that
* it destroys the British record for adherence to
international obligations and the maintenance of good
faith ”. He has the ocourage to tell Britain that the
German claim to overseas territories is justified
because “ statesmen should place principles above
Popularity.

Prof. Keith deserves to be congratulated on his
staggering industry, his keen sense of discernment,
his mieroscopic observation, the courage of hia convie-
tions, his balanced comments and criticisms on some
of the most delicate and complicated problema of the
day which he has dealt with in the present volume,
The book will prove not only interesting, but
informative and also instrueotive to statesmen,
goholars and students of international, imperial and
colonial problems the world over, )

: INDRA DUTT.

SHORT NOTICE.

THE MARKETING OF AUSTRALIAN AND
NEW ZEALAND PRIMARY PRODUCTS.
BY W. MILLER SMITH, (Pitman.) 1936. 22cm,
352p. 12/6. S

THIS volume is a splendid piece of work which gives

& complete picture of the working systems of market-

:
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Jng of primary products in Australia and New Zea-
land—the countries important in inter-imperial and
_international trade. The subject matier is divided in
piX chapters—the impulse to large scale marketing,
legal aspects of marketing, organisation of marketing
control organisations, the structure of the markets,
the problem of maximising returns to producers, the
marketing prospect. The author has been careful in
explaining the developments in pre-war, war, post-
war, depression and posi.depression periods. The first
four chapters are more or less descriptive wherein the
existing state of affairs is brought home with the aid
of adequate statistics. In the last two chapters Dr.
Smith tries to give vent to his own opinions.

Dr. Smith points out very clearly and simply the
social conditions of the effective marketing of Austra~-
lian and New Zealand primary produce in their
greatest markets. The nature of suggestions and
conclusions can well be judged from the author's
general attitude towards developmentis in recent years.
He says :

I weloome any measures of rationalization and social
control whioh will redound to general good but am opposed
to the widespread attempts to manipulate the economic
system for the advantages of seotional interests. It is,
however, impossible in these daya to maintain any atriot
uncompromising view of economic policies, For between
what appears valid by test of economic theory and what is
impossible in practice and tolerable to the electorate there
is much to choose. We are in fact compelled to rely more
and more upon broad social judgments and Jess and less
upon theories which no longer sesm to fit the needs and
tendencies of the age.

critical and getting down to root principles.
This volume is indeed an able application of theory
t0 practice.- It should, therefore, prove of great
benefit to concerned all.

M. B. GHATGE.

MisceNaneons,

CONGRESS AND OFFICE ACCEPTANCE.

UTCH auction iz the public offer of proprty‘.
at a price beyond its value, then gradually .

lowering the price, till some one accepts it as
purchaser. By & process somewhat analogous fo it,

the Congress condition for accepting office has now |

been defined as being that Governors should request
their Ministers to resign when they find themselves
unable to accede to their policies, First, it was that
Governors should undertake not to interfere with the
constitutional activities of Congress Ministers.
When this was refused, it- was explained with pained
surprise that nothing more was meant than that
Governors should undertake mot to do what neither
the Act nor the Instraument of Instructions required
them to do, and that the Governor-General’s and the
Secretary of State's powers were not in question:
when this proved inadequate to move the guberna-
torial mountain, a further explanatory gloss, explain-
ed that, in case-of difference with Ministers, Gover-
nors should dismiss the latter and not wait for the
latter to resign. A suitable interval of waiting to
8os if this had any effect; and now the Testhal com-

‘Mentary that it is enough if Governors request

Ministers to resign—they need not kick them out—in
such a contingency. The gulf between the first and
the last position may not be apparent to ‘practioal’
politicians who are playing the game. But to the
onlooker it seems unbridgeable by any logical pro-
cess, The first contemplated making Ministers entire
masters of the situation; the last does not even leave
them free to retire with dignity without being called
upon to do 8o by Governors. In passing, we cannot help
feeling that the freedom of judgment, not to say the
self-respect, of Ministers, seems to be the very last
thing that receives attention at the hands of thoss
controlling Congress policy. What shall it profit &
man if he gains the whole world if he loses his own
soul in the process? In our opinion, the last condi-
tion appears to be more derogatory to Ministers than
to Governors. The latter need fesl no qualms about
accepting the privilege gratuitously offered to them
of calling on the Ministers to resign. If they accept
it, they will have to find some way of dismissing
their present emergency Ministers. If they do so
they might find it difficult to get others to act in that
capacity when the next emergency arises. Mean-
while the Ministers in possession are consolidating
their positions by carrying the war into enemy-
country. They are publicly challenging the right of
Congressmen to claim the monopoly of patriotism
and self-sacrifice; and aa some of them have worn
khaddar habitually more than recent recruits to the
Congress camp, and have even been to jail in the
early stages of the Civil Disobedience movement,
their attack has to be reckoned with. If thereis
further delay in Congress assuming office in pro-

t. vi - - - - - 1 tur ,.
_In the treatment of the subject Dr. Smith is nees whera it has a majority in the Legislatures

emergency Ministers will have made commitments
and created situations which will make the fask of
Congress Ministers hopelessly impossible. The
emergency men ftoday are speaking with much
greater confidence than they did when they took office. .

| —The Indian Social Reformer.
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