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THE Tribune has done us the honour of answer-
ing at length some of the questiona which we ven-
turad to address to it in connexion with the Con-

- gress polioy In regard to the States. But one
important question it has not yet answered. Ins it
right of the Congress, we asked, ¥o refuse to assure
the States’ people that they will be given the same
place in the proposed constituent assembly as British
Indiane? We would again beg the Trduns to
angwer it,

» » »

THE oonstituent assembly, according to many, is
a fake; but if it is there is the greater reason for the
Congress to give the assurance asked for, since time
will never come for its implementation, If it is not
a fake but if it is a genuine idea which the Congress
wants to make a serious attempt to put through,
then surely the States’ people need the assurance and
it should be given. Does not the Tribune agree
with us ?

» * L ]

WHAT the Congress leaders say to themselves
apparently is this: A oconstituent assemby will
never be convened. It was never a part of the opera-
tive polioy of the Congress. It waa from the first a

- exiatence,

make-believe, We shall thus lose nothing if we pro-
mise to the States’ people an aqual place with British
Indians in & body which is never going to come into
But of what practioal benefit will such a
promise be to them ? Without benefiting them in
any way, it will only offend the Princes, Is it good
tactios to alionate those who should be on our side
in the fight with the British Government when those
for whose benefit such alienation is to be risked can
derive no advantage from it? 1Is the T'ribune too of
this opinion ? ‘
* . *

I8 our eolicitude for the Princes to be oarried
to such lengths that their subjects oannot be assured
even of a theoretical equality ? If the States™ people
are to be bidden to take a practical view of thematter
and to waive their claim fo a theoretical equality
whioh will not bring them material advantages, can-
not the Congress also invite the States’ rulers to take
a practical view of the gquestion and ask them not
to grieve too muoh over a promise which is not
oven intended to be fulfilled ? Are the Princes such
utter strangers to diplomaocy as not to distinguish
between an honest progtamme and a pretended slogan?
The Congress seems to think that it must alwayas
keep on the right side of the Princes, however dis-
contented the States’ people may become on that
acoount, Does the Tribune also think likewise ?

* * *

THE one exception thal the Trbune makes to the
general rule of not offending the wested interests is
the communities which are favoured by the commu-
nal award. We must not let them enjoy these special
advantages, it says. We must ceaselessly try to
deprive them of these unjust advantages. “ You can
never be free,” it says, * and oan never have self-
government without attacking the (communal) award
and securing its rejection.” Wa may ask, Can yon
over bo free and self-governing ¢ill you reject the
aystem of nomination by the Princes for which the
consatitution provides ? Would the Tribune then ad-
vise the Congress to make an unremitting attempt to
put an end to Princely nomination as it advises the
Congress to mage an unremitting attempt fo put an
end to communal electorates ¥ If it would, why has
it been treating this question as if it were one of
little importance ?

™ - .

AND why does it think that self-government can-

not be attained till the communal award is got rid of 7

4
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A sort of self-government will be possible even under
the communal award. Too larger a number of Mus-
lims will have power, it is rue; the Muslims who will
come top will be of the fanatical type, it is true. But
even if they get power, we shsall have self-govern-
ment, Muslims too being Indians. If self-government
means Indiang getting control to the exolusion of
the Britishers, even under the communal award self-
government is possible.

IF nomination by the Princes does not eome in
the way of our attaining self-government, why should
communal election ? If when the Princer get power we
got self-government, if when the landlords get power
we get self-government, if when big Industry gets
power we get salf-government, why cannot we recon-
cile curgelves to the idea that when Muslims get
power we get self-goverument too? They are no
less Indians than others. If, under eelf-government,
nomination can at one time be hoped to be replaced
by election, or 1andlord rule or industrialist rule by
popular government, cannot Moalem rule be hoped to
be replaced in course of time by real democracy?
Why is ébe Tribune so impatient with the communal
award and so indulgent towards injustices in connex~
ion with other vested interests? Is notthe Congress
more logical in adopting towards the Moslems the
same attitude that the Tribune adopts towards the
Princes and other privileged classes?

* * *
Delaying Indianisation,

A HUNDRED British officers wers recently recruit-
ed for the Indian army, it is officislly explained,
to remedy the shortage in its officer strength. The
gircumstances in which this extraordinary step was
forced on an unwilling Government are peculiar, not
to say intriguing, Over-recruitment during the war
was set off by under-recruitment during the years
that immediately followed the cessation of hostilities.
The situation will perhaps be better appreciated
when it is stated that while as many as 1562 officers
were commissioned during the war period, the
number of those who received commissions during the
decade ending 1930 did not exceed 552. The result

‘was that the respective proportions of officers in the
different grades were seriously upset, The situation
wag no doubt somewhat eased by the fact that 1859
officers left the army in 1922 and 1923, Buf that
was not enough to restore normal condifions, and
how toremove the war block still continued to be a
problem with the Army Headquarters,

* * *

IT wag stated by the Commander-in-Chief that
the presence of a large number of officers recruited
almost at the sametimeacted as a block to promotions
which nafurally gave rise to discontent. Tha usual
remedy of dispensing with the services of the sur-
plus number too was not left untried and 400 officers
wera axed—a step which was strongly oriticised in
the British presa at the time., But even that did not
completely solve the problem of restoring normal
proporiions between the various grades. The ex-
pedient of filling the gaps by pioking up men of
suitable age and experience was considered to be the
only alfernative and the reoruitment of 100 British
officers was the consequenoe,

L * *

ALL this sounds plausible enough. But advocates
of rapid Indiasnisation cannot help reading in the
move, as was plainly stated by some speakers in the
debate, an intention to avoid any aetion which would
inany way be caloulated to basten that process. Could
not the objective which the Government had at heart

“ have been attained by indenting upon the services of

Indian military officers who have joined the army at
different times ? 8ir Philip Chetwode pointed to the
pauoity of Indian officers of the required status and
experience, But then whose fault is it—whether of
the Government which studiously refuses to provide
training facilitiea for more than the niggardiy num-
ber of 60 or the Indian people who let go no opportu-
nity of impressing on the authorities the short-sighted-
ness of their stub born attitude ¥ The real trouble
wasg that if that handy device had been adopted, it
would have led to some British officers having to
serve under Indian ones—and that is & contingency
which the Government will give snything to
avoid, as public opinion knows only too well,

* * *
Jail Libraries.

AN echo of the public outory against the unsatis-
factory condition of jail libraries was heard in s
recent debate in the Counecil of State cn & non-official
motion stressing the need of an improvement in their
condition. It is fifteen years since the matter came
under the notioe of the Indian Jaile Committee, The
Committee was inclined to regard such libraries as
then existed as “ vory inadequate " and recommended
their establishment in all central and district jails.
During the intervening period the Committee’s re-
commendatiofi"was not left entirely unattended to,
but cannot either be said to have been fully given
effeet to, Jails being a provinoial ,subject, the res-
ponsjhility. for putting the recommendation into
offect rested on local Governments whose finanoes
during this period have been anything but satia-
factory. But if they plead want of funds as asn
excuse for their inaction or inadequate action, we
do not think"it can be taken seriously. For the
schomre suggested by-the Committee was not too
ambitious. As a matter of fact, the Committee iteelf
expected the initial cost not to be “ great'" and the
recurring outlay to be *trifling.” It would indeed
need a lot of convincing to make anybody believe
that provincial Governments were too hard pressed
for funds to afford even a paltry sum of a few thous-
ands for placing jail libraries on a better footing.

L L 2 *»

BUT assuming the validity of their plea, can the
Government of India be said to be altogether free
from all responsibility for the present state of
things? Finding the local Governments not in a posi-
tion to effectuate the recommendation, did it not be-
hove them to tackle the matter as one of all-India
importance? In s matter of such public importance,
it will not avail them to shelter themselves behind
the copstifutional respomsibility of provincial Gov-
ernments for the maintenance of jails. And,
paucity of funds is an excuse which will have much
less force if advanced by them. Such a defence
coming from a Government which finds it possible to
support the deficit province of the frontier by a
large yearly subvention of a erore of rupees cannot
hold water for a moment, It is obvious that if there
had been the will, & way would doubtless have been
found, It was mll very wall for the Government
spokesman to flaunt in the face of his hearers the re-
minder addressed to provineial -Governments on the
subject from Delhi. But it is significant he attempt-
ed no reply to the contention put forward in the
couree of the debate as to why it was that the contral
Government shrank from putting their shoulders to
the wheel. If local Governments again find them-
selves unable to make the necessary financial pro-
vision, it is to be hoped the central Government will
give up their role of interested spectators and take
practical stepa so as to leave no room for any publie

comtplaint on this score,
* * *
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Consuit All Communities.

THERE is apparently nothing that the Kenya
Government will not doto please the European sat-
tlers, howover much such a course may be resented
by the Arab and Indian comwmunities, This expe-
rience promises to be repeated soon, Steps to
implement the Carter Commission’s recommendation
about the reservation of the highlanda for the
Europeans and to legalise this action by an Order-in-
Couneil are now under contemplation. The recom-
mendation has met with fierce opposition from
Indians noless than from Arabs, both which com-
munities it concerns at least as nearly as it does the
Europeans. If the wishes of the parties are to be
consulted beforeband, it will not do to consult one
eommunity and lenve out the others. This would
obviously be unfair and inequitable. But it is
exactly this that is likely to happen in Kenya.

» [ ] »

IT was recently elicited by means of a question
in the Kenya Legislative Council that the Europeans
had asked to be shown the draft Order-in-Council
intended to givo effact to the Carter Commission’s
recommendation so that it may secure their prior
approval. Thair request, it waa stated, has besn for-
warded to the Seoretary of State for the Colonies who
will probably not be disinolined to differ from it.
Why should not then the same indulgence be shown

to the Indians and Arahs if the previous approval by |

the Europeans of the proposed Order is to be secured ?
It but stands to reason that the Araband Indian com-
munities too should be similarly treated.

* - L}

WE hope the Government of India will support
the Indian demand for no discrimination %o their
disadvantage being tolerated in this case and urge
the Kenya Government to treat Indian nationals on
the same footing na Europeans, It will not bs enough
for the draft Order being shown to the Seorstary of
Btate for India before it is made publie, as sppeara
to be intended at present, What is necessary is that,
Af the Kenya FEuropeans are to be allowed an oppor-
tunity of being consulted on the draft Order, the
Arabs and Indians too should be allowed a similar

opportunity.
L ] L] *

Indians in Iraq.

To the list of countries where Indians are un-
weloome, Iraq has o be added now. According to
information reosived.by Dr. Rabindranath Tagore, a

number of Indian shop-keepers and tradesmen are | -
served with notices asking them to leave the country |

within three months. In some other cases the notice
js even shorter, Through the intervention of tha
British Copsul, some of the notices were cancelled,
but he was unable to stop the issue of fresh ones.
‘All whioh points to the pursuit by the Iraq Govern-
ment of an anti-Indian polioy. Apparently this is not
a oase of ridding the land of undesirable foreigners
whioh cannot be reasonably opposed. It appeara to be
e case of & deliberate move to comb out Indian
anationals.
* . *

WE oan only say that this polioy is very short-
gighted. For Iraq is a gainer in many ways from
India. Every year 20,000 Indians visit Iraq for pur.
poses of pilgrimage, and thus help to add to its
wealth. Moreover, they spend a large amount of
moriey in oharity. And this is mot all. The Beg.
ueathed Eastates of Oudh alone send a yaarly contri-
bution of Ra. three lakhs for being spent in charity in
Iraq, But, charity apart, India purchases 62 par cent,

of Iraq's total exports of dates. It is & puzszle to us as
to why Iragq shéuld risk the less of these economio
advantages by reason of its new policy of dislodging
Indians, If the number of Indians in Iraq had been
go big as to swamp Iraqis, all this anxiety to get
rid of them would be intelligible, But Indians
in Iraq number no more than 2600] What is more
important, all of them are not mere birds of passage
who fly away when their pile is made, but as large a
proportion as 60 per’ cant. have permanently settled
in Iraq and look upon it as their second motheriand.
* * »

THE Ireq constitution expressiy forbids the em-
ployment of any forsigners in public service unless
no Iraqi is available or applies. This provision is
_understandable; but why should Indians engaged in
trade who have built up large gconomio interests in
Iraq be asked to olear out ? Does not the Iraq Gov-
" ernment see thet euch action is a clear violation of
" Artiole XTI of the treaty between Great Britain and
.Iraq? This gumrantees perfect equality to the na-
 tionals of all States members of the League of the
' Nations in mattera of trade or in the pursuit of pro-
feasions. It would be interesting to know with what
specicus arguments Iraq defends this contravention
of the treaty. In any cass the situation calls for
sleepless vigilance on the part of the (Government of
' India with & view to preventing any possible injus.
tice to Indians.

» * »
Seva Samiti, Allahabad. .

AMONG institutions devoted to social servige in
“the land the Seva Samiti of Allahabad deservedly
takes & very high rank, To mention only.a fow of
its more important activities, it maintains & high
.gohool and conducts a hospital at Allahabad. It is
aleo keenly interested in the problem of the reform
of the Naik communify and its record of work in that
as in other fields is such as would do oredit to any
institution. But what more than anything else justi-
fies ita name is the work of social servics undertaken
' in a spirit of utter selflessness under the Samiti’s
auspices at important pilgrim ocentres in U. P. and
elsewhere, So thorough is its organisation and s un-
sparing are its workera on such coossions that their .
activities have extorted nothing but unalloyed admi-
ration from the Government depariments concerned ;
and its co-operation highly valued, If the Samiti
did nothing more than restoring missing persons to
- their relatives on these occaaions, it will have more
" than justified its existence.
: * * »

ACTUALLY the work done by it in connection
- with religious festivale and fairs is more important '
and varied. While the Samiti’s other activities may

i be said to be confined to U, P, this one brings
it into touch with and is intended to benefic
all parts of India. What is really to the point is thut
it bas evoked universal appreoiation and has won the
highest encomiums from all quarters, That is the
only reward for which the Samiti really eares and we
are sure it never suffers from a lack of it But it is
obvious that the work which to increase the sphera
of the Samiti's usefulness needs to be developed
oannot be so developed or even maintained at its
presenw leva] withoul adequate funds. And to judge
from the Samiti's report for 1934-35, these are not
forthcoming in requisite measure, That such a body
should ba forced to draw on its reserves, may be not
for aurrent expenses, must be regarded as a slur on
themseives by oharitably disposed peopla all over the
country. May it be hoped that the Samiti’s appeal
for funds will not have fallen on deaf ears ?

* » *
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«LEAVE THE VESTED INTERESTS ALONE.”

HIS represents, unfortunately, the policy of a great
many nationalist leaders and a great many
nationalist newspapers, and the T'ribune in its

controversy with us on the questiom of the Indian
States has made a frank and unequivocal avowal of
this policy in its leading article of 7th inst. - To our
mind this is an entirely mistaken polioy and results
from a lack of realisation of the fundamental fact
that the new constitution has given & completely
different turn to our politics.

Lot us first see how the Trébune came to such a
difinition of its policy. It gave its full support to the
Congress attitude of sorupulously standing saside
from all internsl politics in the States from fear that
if the Congress tried io push the Princes too far in
the direction of democratic government they would
make common cause with the British Government
in matters relating to British India. The only result
of any interference, therefore, on the part of Brilish
Indians in the domestic affairs of the States would be
to strengthen the British Government’'s opposition to
our political progress in British India, without
rendering any substantial help to the States’ people.
Thus, said the Tribune, hands off the States is the
only policy which either the Congress or any other
political party in British India can pursue towards
the States.

To this argument we replied : If, for the sake of
keeping in with the Princes, we are ostentatiously to
rofrain from bringing any kind of pressure to bear
upon them, we must by parity of reasoning nlso take
care never to attack the other vested interests like
the zemindars, industrialists, moneyed classes, etc.,
for there is the danger of these too going over to the
gide of the British Government if we threaten to
curtail their privileges. To be consiatent, therefore,
wo must all vow with Mr. Jayskar never to do any-
thing which will for any reason alarm the privileged
classes but must always be on good terms with them

so that our struggle with the British Government.

for autonomy will have any chance of success.

We thought thet we had impaled-the I'ribune
on the horns of & dilemma, but the Tribune does not
feel the position uncomfortable in any sense, Its
withers are unwrung. That's just it, the Tribune says;
1et us leave all the privileged classes well alone—
excepting the Mshomedans, though the ground for
this exception is not quite clear. We will give our
contemporary’s own words lest we might unwitting-
1y do it injustice.

There are vested interests in British India which we
are entirely opposed to the Congress antagonising at this
stage, for aubstantially the same reason for which we do
not want the Congress to antagonise the Princes by a
polioy of active and direet interference in the affairs of
the States. Let those who are adversely affeoted by these
interests carry on an agitation against them by all means,
just o8 the States” people themselves are carrying on an
agitation againat the system of government in the States.
So far as the Congress is concernad, it iaits obvitus duty,
while sympathjsing with the one as it has always
sympathised with the other, on the one hand, to

concentrate its attention as far as possible on those
questions, whether forsign or domestie, without a proper
solution of which the attainment of self-goveroment is an
utter impossibility, and on the other to avoid a policy of
aotive and direct interferonce in masters, whioh, however
important in themselves, have no direct bearing on the
question of splf-government, and aotive interference in
which is likely to make the attainment of self-government
more diffioult.

The latter type of questiona the Congress or other
bodies should take up “only after self-government
has been won.."”

Firat an oligarchy or a plutooracy, and then a
demoeracy. This is the course of development that
the Tribune prescribes for India. Before we discuss
this thesis, it would be well to consider why it
places the questions relating to the internal adminis-
tration of the Sktates among matters which * have no
direct bearing on the question of self-government.”
It thinks that British India can maroh forward on the
road to autonomy even if the States are autocratically
governed ; that the Congress can well say to the
States’ people, ** Wait uatil we are free.” What the
Tribune fails tounderstand is that British Indians
cannot be free under the new constitution till the
States’ people too are free. In the federal iegislature
the Princes are allowed to nominate their repregen-
tatives as woll in the lower house aa in the upper,
The Princes themselves will be under the
paramountcy of .the DBritish Government. The
States’ representatives will thus ba the British
Government’s nominees only by one remove., How
can the Tribune hope to win swaraj, howaver
cligarchic or plutocratic,eo long as the British-domin-
ated Princes can handpick the States’ represent-
atives ? This atate of things oan be remedied only
when the States adopt a demoeratio form of govern-
ment, and when the Prinoces’ right of nomination in
the federal legislature lapses along with their right
to govern their States ms it may please them. The
system of government in the States is thus a matter
of vital and direct concern to British India since
British India is to be joined to the States in a federal
union. Even for British Indian awaraj a demo-
cratisation of the States is necessary. If, therefore,
there is any question *“ without a proper solution of
which the attainment of self-government is an utter
fmpossibility, " it is the question of liberalising
the internal administration of the States.

Tt would be easy to show that the other matters
also of which the Tribune thinks the solution can be
postponed till after self-government is won are equsl-
ly matters of which a eatisfaciory solution is an
indispensable means of obiaining self-government.
For, of the numerous safeguards with which the
new oonstitution is provided, only a few are ex-
preasly intended for the direct benefit of the British
Government ; the rest, although ultimately sabserv-
ing the British Government’s purposes, are ostensibly
for the benefit of the privileged classes in India.
The winning of self-government spells the elimination
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of all these safeguards, and therefore no party which
hag swaraj of whatever obaracter for its objective ean
remsain indifferent to the privileged position which
the constitution gives to certain olasses, Whether one
willa it or no, whoever wishes to be free from the
“econtrol of the British Government must aleo at the
same time shake himgelf free from the control of the
wested interests of Indians, for it cannot be too often
repeated or too strongly emphasised that the essence
of the new constitution is that the British Govern-
ment entrenches itself bebind privileged classes
among our own counirymen; that to challenge the
position of the former #t is necessary to challenge the
rposit_ion of tha latter.

What are the mafters on which the Tribune
would have us challenge the British (lovernment
without touching tke Indlan vested interests? The
one that comes first to mind is the transfer of defence
to Indian control. The Tribune would like the whole
Indian aitack to be oconecentrated on this and such
other foew matters, whioh appear to be dissociated
from ‘any questions comcerning any sectional
interests of Indians, If this attack is to succeed,
80 runs our contemporary's logio, let all Indians
unite on this point, putting aside every question
that is likely to divide us. Now, we would like
to ask the Twbume in the first place if this policy
of being tender towards the Princes (to take but
one of the privileged olasses) in order to obtain
more political power from the British Government
succeeded at the Round Table Conferences?
Mahatma Gandhi did not press for election of the
States’ representatives in the federal legislature; nor
did he press for anything else that concerned the
Princes. Was he able to purchase the Princes’ support
for his demands upon the British Government
+with this price or was Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru able
to purchase their support for his much more modest
demands? Can the Tribune show one matter either
in connexion with defence or finance or commereial
disorimination or anything else in regard to which
the Prindes lined up with the British Indian re-
presentatives to msk for gresmter power from the
British Government? On every matter the Princes
ranged themselves on the side of the British Govern-
ment, What reason, then, is there now to hope that
under the new regime the Princes will defy the
paramount power and pide with the nationalist
forcest If nationalicts will be so opportunistic as to
spare the Princes in order to present a wunited
front sgainst the Britlsh Government, is it not
reasonable to expect that the Princes tco in commeon
prudence will do nothing to antsgoniee their
overlord ?

The only consequence of thia policy, therefore,
of not attacking the vested interests will be that the
ocommon men will be sacrificed. Ho will get no
rellef which he should get under swaraj from the
privileged olasses, because we hope to obtain swaraj
by maintaining intact the privileged position of these
©lasses, and we shall not obtain swaraj because the
privileged olasses .will never be willing to put np a

L

fight with the British Government knowing aa they
do that the British Government is their most re-
liable champion. We shall thus make no advance
either in the direction of wresting power from the
hands of the British Government, or in the direstion
of & more equitable distribution of the existing power
among the different sections of Indians. We are of
oourse putting it very broadly ; minor changes in
both directions can be and will be effected, but in
considering a long-term polioy they may safely be
ignored, and the general position may be stated to be
one of stagnation. The kind of opportunist tactios
that the T'ribune suggests will not serve in the times
that are ahead of us, If we wish toachieve self-govern-
ment we muet make up our mind to ochallenge
the Indian and British vested interesta together;
we must try to obtain from the first a democratioc and
equalitarian type of self-government. We cannot
first establish a native oligarchy and then convert it
into & democracy. The task {is difficult: our
first attempts are foredoomed to failure. But
it is only thus that we oan hope for an ultimate

SuC0ess,

The Trilune is not content if the progressive
parties, inthe normal course, offer such strong
opposition to the Governmentas to lead to deadlocks.
It would like them deliberately to produce deadlocks
whenever an opportunity offera for so doing, Let us
see how this polioy will work in practioe if thess
parties are never to touch -vested interests. Suppos-
ing the Government puts forward proposals caloulated
to favour the olmsses whioh are already in a
priviloged position, and the DBritish Government,
oonsoious of its ultimate dependence upon the support
of these classes, will not be slow to do go, what would
the Tribune have the progressive groups do? On the
one hand, it would have them support the proposals,
beoause the vested interests must- be kept in good
humour; on the other hand, it would have them
oppose the proposals, bacause the British Government
must be taught a lesson, Ultimately the Tribune will
come down on the side of supporting the proposals.
The policy of wreoking the constitution will thus
only end in strengthening the vested interests with-
out disiodging the British Government, The British
Government's position too will be strengthened to
the extent to which the position of vested interests
will be strengthened. They will be the best supporters
of the Government who will advise the people to leave
the vested interests alone, and they will be able re-
ally to resist the Government who will be prepared
to put up an oppsition to the Government and the
vested interests together, The question of obtaining
sawaraj is more diffioult than the Trbune imagines: it
is not a matter merely of a skilful disposition of our
politioal forces. A new spirit of respect for the
rights of the common man must animate us. When
this hsppens the vested interests cannot but be
sttacked, and till this happens the British Govern-
ment will be safe,
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HOW PUBLIC WORKS OURE THE

ECONOMIC

HE last  few years of world-wide depression have
left behind & confused legacy of tentative ex-
periments and new departures, specislly in the

domain of finance and industry, which ia another
facet of the constructive human genius devoted
towards the meastering of misbehaved economic
forces of which falling prices, increasing unemploy-
‘ment and tightening money market are the manifest
results,. The Roosovelt regime is famous for such
novel schemes calculated to raise the general level of
prices, to use Iabour and tools that would otherwise
‘be idle, and to apply to productive use the funds that
would otherwise go to waste, Similar programmes
have been undertaken in almost all other countries,
while. India’s example haa been particularly
conspicuous by the absence of any such activity on
the part of the State, which, as sluggish as ever, pre-
ferred to bask in the sunshine of private initiative
and individual enterprise, which, though out of tune
with the recent pipings of economie thinkers, it con-
tinues o bless in terms fresh and. vigorous.

It is not difficult to sssess the value of public
works in times of depression, First of all it enables
us to mobilize the funds which may be idle, and with
them to exploit the .infinite resources whioh lie
dormant in unused man-and-machine power, In
other words, it bnables us to make our country more
productive and beautiful, for it helps the economie
planner to build a tower of human welfare, with the
unused bricks of workless labourers, and the cement
of fresh purchasing power, where before lay a waste
and uncultivable land.

The enormous funds which are at the disposal of
the State have no suitable outlet, for trade is slack
and commerce dull, and when the gituation is so un-
inviting they can readily be transferred to such uses
as furnish the country with a large and necessary
capital equipment—an asset self-liquidating, and
which in course of time psys its own way. The
basis of ail recovery programmes consists of this
thesis, that a slow and steady impetus can be given
to our industries, whose products have not the
demand they formerly had, because a part of the buy-
ing public has been through temporary unemploy-
ment, clipped off the hands to buy them for money
they have not. Therefore when by a judicious public
works policy, a part of our national funds are made
available to the labourers it infuses into the commu-
nity an edditional purchasing power—which supplies
the effective demand for the products of industry. The
size of demand for the industrial products being thus
enlarged, it tends slowly to 1ift the level of prices,
and restores the market to that normal condition

when it can absorb the inocreased output that our

factories pour forth at prices attractive to our manu-
facturers. Such expenditure therefore on the part of
the State has the peculiar virtue of motivating stag-
nation, raising the prices which have a tendency to

fall, of calling into work people who are unemploy- ,

DISORDER.

ed, and for these reasons acts as an injection to over-
come the nervousness of the business community in
days of depression,

Public works in times of depression are mnot an
enforoed extravagance, arising out of dire necessity,
They are—always provided that they are well con-
ceived and well earried out—an economy, They use
labour ard tools that wouid otherwise be idle, They
eave wealth that would otherwise goto waste, I,
suppose, & million labourers could be put to work
under a New programme, who are capable of earning
an average wage of one rupee a day, the daily loss
from their unemployment would amount o & million
rupees, Through public works we can turn this loss
into a positive gain, Building of roads and parkways,
the damming of rivers, creating new sources of
power, provention of erosion, reforestation, electrifi-
cation of the countryside, house-building, clearing
away the slums,—all constitute & securs addition to
our national wealth. Besides the 'wage earned by
workers under such a programme jg graiifying to
the dignity and self-respect of the worker, who for
the moment is free from the anxiety of living om
bumiliating “doles”. The countries therefore stand
to gain in two respects, economy in the expenditure
on poor relief, and by an increase in the mize of the
national inooms assessable to taxation.

Peculiar conditions of India render the problem
of “Public Works and Unemployment" all the more
diffieult, even though it would not be right to say
“ that public worke when translanted to the Indian
s0il” would be “an exotic™. Let us assume that,
out of an initial expenditure of Rs. 20 on publie
works, Rs. 10 represents the wage-bill. OQu¢ of these
Rs. 10 in the hands of the worker, the whole or a
major part of it will be spent on food, and as vege-
tables and graina play a predominant part in the
native dietary, let us suppose that for one rupee
spent ou products of industry ( sugar, tea, kerosene,
gto.) Rupees four will be spent orn agricultural pro-
ducts, It is natural therefore that, more purchasing
power being now spent on food, the prices of agricul-
tural products will be raised. The question therefore
is whether it is worth our while to devise publie
works as & lever to force up the agricultural prioes.
Our agriculturist is already underworked and such
& rise in the prices of agricultural products eannot
stimulate substantial employment among the agri-
cultural Iabourers, The root cause of. agricultural
depression today is over-production, sccumulation of
unsaleable stocks. Agricultural operations are mostly
automatic. Ploughing; sowing, and harvesting is like
a cycle of events little or not responsive at all to
market conditions ; and that when * restriction™ is
the watohword, everywhere, and such being the cir«
cumstances, the argument in favour of a sound pub-
lic works poliey will have spent a good deal of ita

force when applied to agriculture,



NOVEMBER 14, 1935.)

" THE SERVANT OF INDIA

595

. Let us now take another position, and study the
zesults of an Initial expenditure on public works, on

industry. Out of one rupee which the wage-earner |

sponds on industrial products, eight annss will

appear as wages paid to the worker in that industry, |

-Out of this earning tke industrial worker will spend
gix annas on agricultural products, grains and vege~

left directly stimulate |
tables. Two annas loft over may dircotly stimulate 'field, At s meeting, while he was talking to one of

i the membera present, he was suddenly struck asif by
lightning, and death was immediate. ’

industrial employment, but its magnitude is
negligible,

This is the way in which the tranamission of
purchasing power from public works to industry,
from industry to the worker, and from worker to agri.
culture takes place, and in its ultimate anaiysis it
-can be said; “The inorease in induoed investment in
induetry would diminish at an oxtremely rapid pace;
in other words, the so-called benerdoial repercussions
would rapidly lose their force.” (B. N. Adarkar)

"For an appreciable part of the funds spent on public
works will flow back to agrioulture, which is not at
all in need of development in this fashion, Industries
in India are * scattered ”*, as opposed to British in-
dustries which are “ looalized . By localized indus-
4ries is meant that a number of industrial workers is
always attached to partioular industries, whiech ocan
‘be absorbed by them, when brisk business calls for
additional men. In England therefors the &rans-
ferance of workers is from industry to industry,
while in India i¢ will have to be from agriculture to
industry—no doubt a diffioult task, which can only

be possible by & ¥apid process of genuine industriali--

:zation, In India such public worke will have to
be carried on on & country-wide socale, and the diver-
-8ity and physical conditions which we confront may

prove the oosts of opsrating public works alto-

gether prohibitive,
_ On an examination of these considerations, there-
fore, that our Government doss not stand much to
benefit either by an increase in publio revenus, or by
& saving on unemployment relief, and that the
‘Works operations, if they are to be effective at sll,
will havetobecarriad on on a super-colossal scale, are
sufficient reasons whioh act as & deterrent to the
Government embarking ou relief schomes, the
success of which has doubtless been exhibited in
.other countries.

A well-organized system of public works by
faoilltating a circulation of purchasing and consum-

ing energy in the body economic brings about in-

oreased business activity, which as it gently ripples
across the nation sets into motion the stranded ships
of commercs and industry, which emables them to
tide over the coral rocks of deprossion days, This is
its ultimate effect, Furthermore gigantio publio works
form a secure national investment, whioch furnishes
the sountry with a sound capital outlay, and this is
©f special importance to.an agricultural country like
India, which has now chosen for itself an industrial
VRroer.
A S, BANAVALIKAR,

THE LATE PROFESSOR SYLVAIN LEVL™

GREAT savant, a fond lover of Indian ocul-
ture has just passed away. To those who have
shared or watched his aotivities all these years,

tiae news seoms almost inoredible, he was so quick

- and so really ** young*’ in spite of his 72 years |

He died at work, as a soldier dies on the battle-

For long years, Monsieur Sylvain Lévi had been
a Professor at the Colldge de France. He was the:
President of the Dapartment of Raligious Soiences in
the Ecole des Hautes Etudes, the President of the
Agiatioc Society in France and of the Assosiatiom
Francaise des Amis de 1'Orient. He was also the
organiser and animator of the Paria Institute of Im-
dian Civilisation, whioh has been such & lively nuc-
leus of Indian lore ever since its creation. In one
word, Professor Liévi was the head and heart of Orien-
tal Studies in france, R

At the Oriental Congress in Rome last Septem-
ber, it was he who spoke on behsalf of the French
delogation, and he did it with remarkablo talent and
tactfulness. Ho had a particularly interesting oon-
versation with the Pope, who, by the way, is also a
learned orientaliat, _

Professor Lévi's scientifio: authority was great,
but his morsl influence was no less powerful, His
work a8 the President of the Universal Jewish Alli-
ance and his untiring devotion to the relief organisa-
tions in favour of the Jows taking refuge in France
because of persecution jn other countries are a splen-
did contribution in the field of special service.

Monsienr Sylvain Lévi was born in Paris in
1863. Asa pupil of the great Bergaigne, he studied
the BSanskrit language and literature with a
passionate interest and enthusiasm., Later on
he was also to Jearn Tibetan, Chinese, and other lang~
usges of the East, A lecturer in the Ecoles des
Hautes Etudes as early as 1885, he was appointed as
professor in the Colldge de Francs in 1894,

Professor Lévi was more than onoce sent on mis~
sions in Eastern countries—India, Japan, Siberia, He
wae for some time a professor in Shantiniketan, and,
at & lator date, moceptod to be the director of the
Franco-Japanese House at Tokio,

Prof, Sylvain Lavi'a chief works are: The Indian
Theatre, Buddhacharita, the Dootrine of Sacrifice
in the Brahmaneawy, Nepal, the Hob6girin, a diction-
ary of Buddhism after Chinese and Japanese sources,
India and the World, several translations of Indian
gacred texts such as the MshiyAna-SatrAlamkira,
efe. . ., :

It is diffioult to give an idea of Prof, Lévi's gen
rosity to Indians in Paris. Busy as he was, he
managed to answer every letter, and to give a hearty
weloome to any of his students who required inform~
tion, as well as to Indian visitors in Paris who asked
him for an appointment. Similarly he was never
known to refuse a letter of introduction. These de
tails may appear as littls things, but lthay! testify to
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his noble and generous heart. Countless Indian stu:
dents finished their studies here, only thanks to his
encouraging advice, and in several cases to the finan-
oial help that he procured for them. And all this
was done quietly, almost in secret, so that the person
ooncerned need never feel delicate about it
Professor Sylvain Lévi will be deeply mourned
by all those who knew him, in Europe as well as in
the East where he had so many friends. His death is
an irreparable loss to Indian studies.
‘ L. MORIN,

Beviews,

THE GITA-RAHASYA.

SHRIMAD BHAGAVADGITA RAHASYA OR
KARMA-YOGA-SASTRA. TRANSLATED INTO
ENGLISH BY B.-'S. SUKTHANKAR Vol. I (First
Edition.) ( R. B. Tilak Poona.) 1935. 22¢m.
618p. Ra. 6.

THE book before us is a reliable franslation in English

of & book in Marathi, bearing the same name,—

a book which has already been translated into Hindi

Gujarathi, Bengali, Kanarese, Telugu and Tamil.

The book in Marathi was published in 1915 and

enjoyed immense popularity in India, as is evidenced

by the several editions intc which it has run in its
original form, as well as in the form of translation,

The popularity is partly due to the wide

reputation of the author, the late Mr. Bal
Gangadhar Tilak, who was oonsidered one
of the greatest Indian patriots, if not the

greatest patriot during the first two decades of the
present century, and whose sufferings and incarcera-
tions as a result of his patriotism spread a kind of
halo over whatever he did. The intrinsic merits of
tbe book and the more or less militant attifude it
seemed to express vis-a-vis the school of Renruneia-
tion were also rosponsible for the creation of the wide-
spread interest evinced by the several editions of the
book in the various vernaculars and alsoc by the
numberless reviews, artiocles, pamphliets and books
{for and against it ), which flooded the press in Maha-
rashtra for four or five years after the publication
of the work. An additional explanation of the wide
vogue of the book lies in the fact that the hook
“supplied a resl need of the times which under the
conditions then prevailing required a vigorous philo-
‘sophy of activism and dedication to duty witbout
regard to the immediate ‘fruits,” for the immediate
frui‘s of the socisl, religious and political activities
of the leaders either bore no fruit, or if they bore it,
it wae sometimes tastelese and often bitter. Lasfly,
thore was the additional interest lent by the life of
the author which seemed to his admirers & visible
illustration of the exalted principles which the book
preached.
It is & debatable point whether the book should
have been translated literally or should have been
presented to remders knowing English in. a form
which, while retaining the sense of the original,
would avoid the long sentences and involved con-
structions whioh in the original Marathi add a sort
of majesty to the style but whioh make for obsourity
in the English translation. Personally I should go
in for a more or less free rendering, but the publisher
‘thought it botter to present & Eranslation which,
though it may at times jar upon the ears of the read-
ers, would not be permitted to do the slightest

-violence fo the original, even in the matter of adding

“marizes the material eoncerning

S

or dropping a single word or joining or splitting a..
single clause or sentence. The idea behind the deci--
gion of the publishers geems to be that acholars and
eritios should know exactly what the author wrote
and how he wrote it, so that no room for doubt as to
the exact meaning or words of the author should be
left in the. minds of those who eare more for acourscy
than for elegance.

The central problem of the book is, whether the
(leeta prefers a life of pure contemplation for the
man who has comprehended anll kunowledge or
whether it preaches a life of active humanitarian
deeds for him. The author tries to make out that the-
Iatter interpretation is the correct one and incidentsl-
ly attacks Shankaracharya for his predisposition to-
wards the ‘ Contemplative life." The ides was not
quite a novel one, for Dr, Bhandarkar and others had
written in the same strain years ago, but the array
of proofs for the interpretation was vast and arrested
attention, compelling a close serutiny, if not
immediate approval. The wealth of learning, the
copiousness of references and quotations, the apparent
rigidity of the logic and the artistio presentation of
the enormous materisl, were unique in Marathi and
invited comparisons with the best works of scholar-
ship in the European languages.

While discussing his main theme, the author has.
prasented the world of scholarship with new inter-
pretations of some verses in the Gesta, 2 new theory
about the suthorship of the Brahma~-sutras, and a dig-
covery of a lost verse in the Sankhya-sutras of
Ishwara-Krishna, This is not the placs for discuss.
ing such questions in detail. One may or may not
agree with the author’s views, but one has to admit
that they make a wvaluable contribution to the stock
of world's knowledge.

As regards the main theme to00, & similar remark.
has to be made, but if the present reviewer may
be permitted to express his personal view with-
out allowing himself to be drawn into countro-
versy, he would say that, if the word ‘knowledge’ is
interpreted in the traditional way, (as Mr. Tilek
geems to do), as signifying knowledge of the futility
and nothingness of the world, no room is left for
Karmea-Yogs, after one has attained such ‘Knowledge’
for obviously no world is lefi for him |

Controversies apart, one is glad to see this ver-
sion in English of one of the best books Indian
scholars have written in the twentieth century.
Orientalists should hssten to read and digest this
book from the pen of an author whose name musi
be familiar to themn ss that of the suthor of ‘The
Orion,” ‘The Arotic Home in the Vedas’ and “The
Vediec Caronology,'—books which have already
won fame in the world of oriental research.

It would be ungrateful and ungracious to close
this review without s word of praise for the trans-
lator, Mr. Sukthankar, who has rendered a distinct
service to scholarship by his faithful franslation
of the “Geeta-Rahasys,” which was so long a closed
book to those that did not understand any of the.
vernaculars in India.

V. M. JosHL

EARLY HUMAN CULTURE.

ADAM'S ANCESTORS. By L.S. B.LEAKEY.
( Methuen. ) 1935. 20em. 244p. 7/6.

DR. LEAKEY is well-known to the students of -Anthro-
pology as one who by his researches in Africa has
extended our knowledgs of man’s past and also as
one of the few students of man’s past who have ex~
perimented with stone tools. In this book he sum--
human culture in
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-§t8 very beginnings which has been gathering during
the last twenty years with ever increasing rapidity.
Whereas a fow years ago our knowledge of the times
when man was making use of roughly chipped
-gtone for tools and weapona was mainly derived
from human artifacts found in Europe, now we are
-in a position to study that period of human history
from other regions—like Africa—perhapsin no less
-detail. As a result of thia widening of our horizon
weo have to reoognise & larger variety of ocultures in
place of the simple scheme of a few varieties that
-gatisfied us a few years ago. Dr. Leskey has present-
.ed this almost bewildering variety of oulitures in
-guoh a way as to make it easy for his readers to
grasp by adding tables of synchronisms. He has
rantrioted his work to the presentation of the material
bearing on tools and weapone only and has not
touched upon the great art of the men of the Upver
‘Palaeolithio age. This procedure, though dictated
by the author’s humility, is likely to convey s wrong
impression about early man's cultural achievement,
which lay readers ¢an very conveniently get eorreoct-
-8d by reading such an easily available book as thab

-of Miss Davison's “Men of the Dawn.” ( Thinkers”

Library ),

He begins his disoussion of the origins of the
human skeleton with a very useful comparison of
-such oriteria of race as the shape of the skull, the
development of the eye-brow ridge and the shape of
¢the mandible as found in some of the contemporary
and extinet races of man and of the anthropoid apes.
Then he gives a suocinot account of the now extinet
races which flourighed in Palaeolithio times, rightly
-desoribing them as “our cousine.” The chapter deal-
ing with the species of modern man and his early
Tepresentatives gives some account of his own dis-
coveries in Fast Africa which have extended the
-antiquity of the modern type of man, The family
4res of the primary races of man and of the authro-
poidapes on p. 227 should prove very helpful to
readers to understand the discumsion of the origins
of the buman skeleton.

The sccount of how the author got interested in
the subject of man and his tools given in chapter I
will, I hope, stimulate some of our young people to
-gimilar pursuit and the third and the fourth chapters
should satisfy all doubters as to the nature of
tools of etone. His appeal to people in the last
chapter to report any find of stone or bone imple-
ment is evén more sppropriate to the people in our
wcountry where there are still vast fields of knowledge
of the past to be explored. <

G. 8, GHURYE.

" RURAL ECONOMICS.

WISDOM AND WASTE IN THE PUNJAB
VILLAGE. By MALCOLM LYALL DARLING,
( Oxford University Press,) 1934. 23om. 368p.
R, 8,

THE suthor is a member of the Indian Civil Servios,
wrho has held important positions in the Punjab. His
firat publication * The Punjab Poasant in Prosperity
.and Debt " made him well-known to all studsnts of
ecopomics and sociclogy in India and even outside.
The present volume proves him to be a great autho-
rity on the rural conditions in the Punjab,

The major portion of the book consists of detailed
Adiaries written during a extemsive tour, as the
‘Registrar of the Co-operative Sooieties, of about 1400
miles and embracing nearly 22 out of the 29 diatriots
of the Punjab, ' His official work naturally broughs
him in olose contact with the rural population.

The.
aocount as given in-the book forms rather tedious

reading on accouns of the repetition of the sams facts
over aud over again in scveral villages visited by
the author. The most interesting and at the same
time the most important part of the book is the last
three chapters.

The existing oconditions of the village servants,
the position of women, the illiteracy of ninety per
cent. of the men mnd ninety-eight per oent. of the
women, the liking for fouds and factions in several
rural sreas, the insanitary conditions of the villages
are some of the causes leading to waste. At the same
time the author believes that there is a good deal of
wisdom even in village—in the indigenous Pancha-
yat, in the retired army officers and soldiers, in the
influence of democoratic Sikhs with religious influ-
ence, and in the co-operafive movement,

There are signe of & change and a ochanga for the
better in every way. The economice depression has
however hit the rural population very hard. The
author believes that the limit of taxation on. the
peasant has already been remched and with the pre-
aent low level of prices the peasant is unable to pay
an extra pie even If the money Is to be spent for
improving the facilities for education, medieal relief,
improvement of sanitary conditions for the villager
bimself. The author suggests a coss on produots iike
wheat, cotton and gram or a tax on exported gold
and even raising of a Government ioan for funda
required for rura! reconstriotion. He suggests *‘a
twenty-five years” plan"” for the . reconstruction of
villages. The author concludes by drawing the atien-
tion of the reader to the fact that “ the Punjab village
is still & living organism as full of wisdom as of
waste,” and the hope of regeneration is in the pea-
sant ** who has a depth of charaoter ” in contrast to a
townsman.

The publication is very opportune at a time when
the question of village reconstruction is sattracting
the attention of all official and non-official workers
in India, We very strongly commend a perusal of
the book to all: workers engeged in this great task of
rural reconstruction in India.

N.V. KLN’ITKAR,

EMANCIPATION OF THE SLAVE,

A SAINT IN THE SLAVE TRADE (PETER
CLAVER, 1581-1654). By ARNOLD LUNN,

(Sheed & Ward.) 1935. 20cm. 256p. 6/~

THE publishers' description of the book as ‘a biogra-
phy and an argument'is in the nature of an under~
statement of facts. Really speaking, the book is one
iong, earnest and well-suastained argument in favour
of saints and saintliness, written with a view to
combat the anti-religious tendencies of the present
age, the biography of St Peter Claver being utilizad
to provide the neoessary illustrations. So much so is
this the oase that even in the biographical part of

. the book whole ohapters are to be found without even

a single mention of 8t. Peter Claver,
This is, however, no surprise, as there are hardly

.any inoidents in the life of the saint that would .

attract the notice of an ordinary biographer.. After
a brilliant and promising novitiate of the accepted
Jesuit pattern, Claver devoted the rest of his long life
to the service of the Negro slaves of Cartagena in the
Carribean Sea and of the distriet round about. The
gelf-imposed task was oarried on with sipreme devo~
tion, super-human patience and grinding toil that
disregarded the elementary needs of the body. Suffer-
ing was in a sense welcome to Claver, was often
invited for the purpose of realising to himsslf
the sufferings of the Saviour, perishing on the Oross
in order .to save mankind. To an ordinary human
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soul, not endowed with the rare qualities of head and
heart that St. Claver possessed in abundance, his life
would appear as one long monotony of restless toil
and suffering, of inadequate and disappointing results
with only minor variations of time and place, person
and circumstance. His death, amidet the neglect
and even occasional cruelty from a negro attendant,
whom he had baptized and served, came as the fitting
olimax to a life devoted to the realisation of what
is aptly called his co-crucifixion with Christ. From
the life of this slave of the slaves, the author selects
a few remarkable coincidences of dire need relieved
by wunsougbt for help from unexpected quarters, to
which the author gives the name of ‘miracles’,
though they eannot be convineing to & super-critical
mind of the present day.

The author’s thesis, that such a strenuous and
devoted life ¢annot be sustained but for the constant
presence of the supernatural at the back of the chosen
few, is maintained with elaborate argument and
catching sincerity. The defence of Christianity as
the very antithesis of slavery ocan be justified, but
there is a sensible weakening of the argument when
he sets out to provide an apology for the Chureh’s
compromises with the slave-trader, snd its remark-
able failure to support and further the cause of
emancipation. The author equally fails to do ade-
quatoe justice to the brilliant and succeesful work of
Wilberforce and his Protestant friends and followers,

This amiable bias in favour of the Catholie
Church may, however, be forgiven to an author
who, with only a simple, direct, and unadorned style
to help him, does carry complefe conviction and
deep inspiration to the average mind, and even
though he may not succesd in converting the hard-
headed rationsalist, he has power enough to make even
the confirmed cynic pause and think,

R. H. KELEAR.

SHORT NOTICES.

BIRTH CONTROL AND ITS OPPONENTS. By
FRANKE W.WHITE. (John Bale.) 1935. 20cm.
164p. 3/6.

THIS i one of the best books written for the general

reader on the subject of birth control. It is well in-

formed, eloquent and inspired by a high moral pur-
pose. Jt may be divided into three parts. The first

‘part states the population problem in its essential

aspects, the results of the -over-crowded condition of

Indis and China being particularly dealt with, The

.gecond part explains the chief methods of birth

control and the considerations that ought to commend
it to the reader; while in the third part the main
arguments urged by its opponents are answered. The
book econtains most valuable information about
steriligation. Says the author:

It is emphatically not oastration. No gland or organ
ias removed. After operation there is no change in feeling,
conduct, oF apperancs; no mutilation, Do unseXing, no
effact upon sex desire, sex performance or feeling....In

females sterllization (salpingectonomy ) is ‘ prastically-

equivalent to an easy operation for ohronio appendicitis.
... The risk is negligible,” In males it ( vaseotonomy ) is
*no more serious than pulling a tooth;’ it can be done in
five minutes with a looal anaesthetio, and the patient
may returh to work at onoce,

Though intended primarily for the British reader and
to persuade him to afford for the benefit the poor those
faoilities in hoepitals which the well-to-do are able
-to get from private medioal practitioners, the book is
one which everyone interested in his own happiness
and in that of others ought to read. And being
-priced only 3s. 64, it is well within the {;s‘c;h gf ail,

WORLD PROBLEMS OF TO-DAY. By HEBE
SPAULL. ( Association Press, Caloutta,) 1935.
20cm. 125p. 2/6. *

THE authoress has explained the current World Pro-
blems in s very easy and flowing style, * for boys
and girls” in the early teens, Eleven problemns
facing the world, for which no solutions have
vat been found, have been clearly presented and
digcussed from a Christian point of view, and
the authoress has tried to suggest that they can
only be solved if man becomes more Christian in
his outlook. “ The present day politicians of the
world, and especially those who belong to the oult of
Socialism, are aggressively and bifterly opposed to
Christianity and all other religioms.” Hence, she
says, our presant diffioulties. In “ the Problem of
Nationalism * she wails: * For the kingdom of God
is bigger then any nation or community.” In dis-
oussing the minorities problem, she says that only
“ the epirit of foryiveness which Jesus insisted* can.
golve it. The outlipes of Fascism and Communism
are clearly given. In the end she says that the pro-
biem of Communism can only be solved “ by acting
in the spirit of Jesus, the spirit of love and good-
will,” These are pious hopes. Every prophet has
tried to bring humanity round to this mutusl apirit
of love and goodwill, but the world has heeded him
not, and the grip of Satan is as tight today as it was
in days gone by. '
V. M. BHAT.

THE PROCBLEM OF RURAL INDEBTEDNESS.
By B. V. NARAYANASWAMY NAIDU and V
VENEATARAMAN., ( Annamalai TUniversity,
Annamsalainagar. ) 1935, 25cm. 23p.

IN the preface it is stated that the problem fs appro-
ached after a careful investigation of conditions in
the two villages of Chidambaram taluk, viz. S8hivapuri
and Govarpet. In the first two chapters the present
condition of the agriculturists and the seriousnees of
the problem of indebtedness in rural areas are dealt
with. The reports of various committees and com-
missions rather than the original material availabie
to them for their investigations have been used in
these chapters. The short study of the fifty familiea
of these two villages gives us a per ocapita indebted-
ness of Rs. 180 and the rate of interest varies from
gix to twenty-fonr per cent, The causes of indebted-
ness revesl that only 17.46 per cent. is for non-agri~
cultural purposes. They are: social expenditure 8.04,
edacation 6.12, medical 0,39, miscellaneous 2.93.
Another fact revealed by the study is that about
54 per cent, of the debt has been incurred during this.
depression period (1930-34). In chapter five are given
the various methods adopted.to solva this problem in
foreign countries and the other provincial and state
governments. The last chapter contains the sugges-
tions of the authors for desling with this problem,
both curative and preventive. The suggestions are
not new ones, but exception has to be taken to one of
them which wants all the debts to be registered be-
fore the village munsiffs, The authors want to
remove meny malpractices which oppress the poor
and small borrowers, and to help them, they want
these transactions to be registered before the village

‘munsiffs. But in their zeal to help the poor they sare

unwittingly driving them to the wolf that is sure to
devour them. The village munsiffs are even now
autocrats in their villages oppressing the poor ss-
mucoh &g possible and with this additional power they
will utterly ruin the small borrowers,

N.8. 8.
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" THE DEVADHAR MALABAR RECONSTRUOTION

S

. TRUST

ADULT EDUCATION

ADULT SCHOOLS,

N adult oducation sohool has been deseribed as a
fellowship of men formed for purposes of educa-
*  ¢ion and mutual helpfulness. Each school
.endeavours to bind its members together by the
power of friendship. Members of all religions, castes
and oreeds are weloome to such an institution inorder
to develop oculture end friendship, Edueational
subjects adapted to the requirements of the members
and aiding their mental development sre provided
and members are encouraged to engage in social
gervice for the vommunity. The Davadbar Malabar
Recopstruction Trust conducted four swch schqols
in Feroke, Kundoti, Malappuram and Trithala during
the year under report with the help of the Education
department whioh contributed half the expanditure
for the work., The Centre at Kottakkal was shifted
to Trithala in May 1934 with the permission of
the District Educational Oficer. Eaohk school was
put in oharge of a secondary trained teaober special-
1y qualified to undertake adult education and rural
weifare work aocording to the epecial scheme of the
Trust. These schools had other aotivities also and
were known as Adult Education Centres. The work-
era of Trithala and Malappuram Centres were sent to
Marthandam to undergo the rural reconstruction
-course arranged by the ¥. M. C A The average
strongth of the four centres was nearly 200. Each
<Centre worked for two and a half hours every even-
ing. The number of days put in by the schools was
as follows : Feroke 262 ; Kundotti 254; Malppuram
262 ; and Trithala 251.

The schools were patronised by poor adults of -

backward communities who had no facilities to edu-
-gate themselvem during their younger days. %he

number of Moplah adults at these Centres was 88, .

Adi-Dravidas 46, Non-backward Hindus 48, Carpen-
tors, 8, Blackemiths 7, Fishermen 3 and Christian 1.
: DIFFICULTIES OF INRSTRUCTION,

Asthe students were of different attainments it
was found diffioult to impart Instruction through
<olasses, In most cuses individual attenbion had to be
paid to coach up the siudents so as to enable them
to attain uniform progress. It might be said that
there were as many olasses as there wera adults.
At the same time the interest of the students had
o be sustained in order to secure regular attend-
ance. . From experience it has been found that very
fow students stay in the school eontinously for
three years. As soon 88 they pick up knowledge
-sufficient to read a fow words they are satisfied and
never put in their appearance again.

The Malappuram and Trithala Centres are 18 and
10 months old respectively while the Kundotti and
Feroke Centres are more than throe years old. Only
in the Feroke Centre do we find students who have

completed the three years' course beosuse it isa’

labour centre where, due to systematic propaganda
through Jabour unions, interest in education has been
oreated. In other centres no such common bond
-«exists, the adults are mostly agrionltural lsbourers,
shop-keepers eto. who complete their daily avoca-
tions late in the evening and return home tired, What
‘they care for is just a knowledge of the alphabet and
arithmetic to maintain their peity accounts which
they are able to pick up within a year of their ad-
mission and then they withdraw themselves from the

\ 3

WORK IN 1934-35.

school, In the “yemr under report while the admi-
ssions to the four centres numbered a little over 300
the withdrawals were nearly two-thirds of the
number,

There is another reason for the irregular atten=
dance at these Oantres, A syastem of villageas is mosk-
ly absent and paople livae in scatierad homesteads.
This makes it very diffioult to colleot the adulia
together in & common place. During agrieultural
seasons adults who are field labourers get plenty of
work and do not attend the school, In spite of these
diffiouities it must be said that a large number of
adults have utilised the Cenires to their advantage.

Most of the adults eame to the Centres in a per-
feotly illiterate oondition. The first effort of the
worker in charge was to make them literate.r Nows-

" papers and story books were read oul to them regular-

1y to arouse their interest in reading and as soon as
they were in a position to read within a courss of ten
or twelve months they took the books and papers in
their own hands and themselves began to read
with great interest and enthusiasm. Lessons omn
health, sanitation, eivies, history, geography, ;eto.
were taught according fo the spocial curriculum. .
Speocial attention was devoled to mental arithmetic
as it would help to make the students alert and train
their memory, A debating union eontinued to work
statisfactorily in each Centre to train the students in
the art of publio speaking.

READING ROOM AND LIBRARY.

Each Centre maintained a reading room and a
small library econsisting of select Malayam books.
The average number of visitors and books issusd par
month was 2554 and 1903 respeotively for all centres.
¥t is gratifying to note that the reading rooms
have begun to aitract a larger number of visitors, an
undisputed testimony to the fact that the habit of
reading is slowly being incuioated among the masses,

PROPAGANDA.

Under .the auspices of the Centre lectures were
held on useful subjects. The total number of these
lectures was 174—128 geueral and 44 magio lantern.
The lectures wore atteuded by a large number of
aduits, men as well as women, Special lectures with
magic lantern on subjeots like maternity, child-
welfare, health, sanitation, etc. were given to women
especially of the Mopla community aas they were not
able to attend leotures when held in public places.

The workers visited the houses and shops within
a radius of two or three miles of the Centres and ins-
tructed the people to keep their dwellings, wells,
tanks and surroundings clean. Several times the

- oleaning had to be done by the workers themselves

50 as to set an example to others. As a result of
such propagands the sanitation of the villages con-
oerned greatly improved and one who saw the villa-
ges before the Centres wers started could easily note
with relief the .change that had taken place. A large
number of leaflets were .distributed doring suoh
visits by the workers. Weekly markets ware also
inoluded in their programme. Charts, posters, eto. on
health and sanitation were freely used. The anti-
tnberoulosis charta and leaflets supplied by the
Health Department on behalf of fhe King George V'
Thanks-Giving Fund were utilised for propaganda 1

a largs number of schools and market plaoces,

-
-
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WELFARE WORK.

During the time at their disposal the workers affer
conducting the night schools, propaganda, efc. also
intorested themselves in walfare work and guided the
villagers in many of their activities, Celebration of
the Health and Baby Week, raising of funds for the
relief of sufferers in earthquake or other calamities,
management of co-operative gocieties were some of
the items for which the workers made themselves
responsible. The worker at Feroke is the Secretary of
the Labour Co-operative Stores which supplies rice
and eloth to the labourers to the value of Rs. 30,000
a year. The worker at Kundotti revived a co-opera-
tive society which was inective for a number of
wyears and handed it over o the Districtk Co-operative
Bank., Hea organised a Village Welfare Assaciation
aleo, The workers at other Centres were also doing
their best to develop the co-operative movement. At
Trithala the worker has atarfed on a small scale an
asgricultural demonstration farm to show how new
crops like pine-apple could be introduced by the
villagers to supplement their scanty income. Efforts
are a]so being made fo introduce poultry and bee
keeping,
selling a large quantity of improved paddy seeds, The
Malppuram worker helps to ran the child welfare
centre conducied there by the Trust. He is the secre-
tary of the local Health Association and attends to
propaganda and other work in connection with the
samo, Besides thepe items of work special attention
was devoted to the amelioration of the depressed . and
backward classes like the Adi-Dravidas and Moplas.
Peoraistent efforts have been made to ssnd their
children to schools and the patients fo hospitals,
Representations sbout the needs of these communi-
ties were made to the :authorities concerned. Anti-
untouchability end temperance propaganda was
aleo carried on.

RESULTS ACHIEVED.

One cannot definitely enumerate the results
achioved through these Centres, Steeped in igno-
rance, poverty and superstition asthe villagers are
any work, however ardent and systematic, will

He helped the Agricultural Department in

take a long time to produce appreciable results. Stilt
some good resulta cen be notes :

(1) "Adults who were completely illiterate have
become literate, (2) Adults who had lapsed into-
alliteracy were reclaimed. (3) A large number
of adults are reading books and newspapers and
keeping themselves in touch with events of the day.
(4) The eanitary oconscience of the villagers is
awakened and efforts are being mads to keep thestreets,
houses, tanks, wells, ete, olean. {5) The villagers
have begun to realise that their condition ought to
improve and that they should have better aminities
of life. (6) The work of different departments of Gove
ernment like Educafion, Health, Co-operation and
Agriculture is being co-ordinated at the Centres whera -
the workers act as a connecting link by helping the-
departmental officers and seouring their co-operation.
for rural welfare,

' FINANCE.

Due to want of sufficiont funds it has not been
found possible to increase the number of Centres or
expand the work of the existing Centres. Owing to-
economic depression and other causes public support
is practically nil. The only help whioh the-
Trust receives is from Mr, V.S. Nataraja Mudaliar of
Feroke, who meets half the expenditure of the Feroke
Centre. He has also placed a spacious hall fitted
with electric lights at the disposal of the Truet to
conduct the Centre, The Fraser Hall Club at Malap-
pursm has been kind enough to supply a hall free of
rent and lighting charges for running the mnight
school. We taka this opportunity to thank all thoee
who have helped us to conduct the work in different
centres, officials as well a8 non-officials, and we bope
that we will be getting an increased messure of
support in future, and that the adult education
centres will help to solve many of the problems
which confront the rural populafion. Although af
present depression and discontent prevail every-
where we do hope for better times. We gather cheer
and hope from what the late lamented GOpglf
Krishna Gokhale gaid : “Where the call of duty is-
olear, it is better even to labour and fail than nok

to labour at all.”
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