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Topics of the dVeek,

Famine Reliet in Ceded Districts.

MAY we draw the pointed attention of our read-
-orsto the appesl for funds to save the children in
the famine-affected districts of Anantapur and
Bellary which is printed in another oolumn ? It will
be seen from it that the dole of three pies for each
ohild upto one year allowed by the Famine Relief
Code is altogether inadequate, The only nourishment
that can be given to such babies being milk, it
is doubtful if even four times as much money will
be enough for the purpose. It is therefore contem-
pleted by the Servants of India Soociety to supple-
ment the Government relief by the distribution of
free milk to such infants, A beginning in this
direotion has been rendered posaible by the grant of
Rs, 260 per mensem for two months in the first ic-
stanoe, made by the local branch of the Indian Red
Cross Sooiety. But in view of the daily inoreasing
number of children at the relief centres and the ur-
genoy of the case the need for more extenslve and
prompt helpis self-evident. Let us hope that the
charitably disposed public not only in the
southern presidenoy but in other parts of Indis as
well will extend its generous co-operation to the
Sooiety in its humanitarian endeavour,

* * +
Problem of Detenus.

PUBLIC attantion was prominently drawn to the
hard lot of & large number of Bengali youths in-
volved in their indefinite detention by tho receni
observance of an All-India Deteuu Day in different
parts of the country., It is & well-understood prin-
oiple of jurisprudence that a man is to be presumed
innooent till the offence he is oharged with is proved |

againgt him in a court of law. Thia fundamental:
principle of law ia completely violated by the severs-
restrictions imposed by Government on the personal
liberiy of those ocondemned to detention. If the
detenus are suspeoted of complicity in revolutionary-
activities, which is officially cited as a justification
for their detention, the proper eourse to ba followed

is to put them on their trial before a judieial court..
Instead of doing so, to detain them nof for a day or

two but for years together without the prospact of

any opportunity to prove their innocence and without

even any limit on the period of detention is, to say

the least, most unjust and iniquitous.

We- are propared to councede that Goverument
could not have restrained their liberty of movement
without evidence which they apparently regard as
sufficient to justify their mction, But it is not enough.
that only Government should so regard it ; it must so-
strike an imparcial judioisl court sfter a trial of the
persons ooncerned by the ususl legal processes. To-
soreen such evidence from publie view, in the name-
of tha preservation of publio interest, ms is done by
Government, is8 to proclaimu its untrustworthiness,
Many of the detenus have repeatedly challenged:
Government to establish their guilt in a law court.
The studious refusal of Government to accept the
ohallenge goes to strengthen the suspicion that-
their case sgainst the suspected revolutionaries is-
far from strong. The least tbat Government can
now do by way of justica to these unfortunate young
men i8 o produce themw before a law court for their:
trisl. They and their dependents have already
suffered terribly by the’ruination of their material
prospeois whioh (overnment displeasure generslly
oarries with it. Why must also be added to it the-
sense of grievance of detention without trial? Leb
this at least be removed by Government.

* » »
Congress Successes in Madras,

OWING to the dominance of the non-Brahman
party in Madras politios during the Ilast fifteen.
vears, the southern presidency bhad generally come
to be regarded as being almost immmune from Con«
gress influence. But the repults of the recent elec-
tions to the Assembly and of by-elections to the-
looal legislature have given a rude shock to this
complacent belief and proved Madrasto bsaa Cons
gress stronghold. If anybody had dared to foretell:
this turn of the tide of popular feeling in favour of
the Congress a few months ago, he would have been
laughed at ps a day dreamer., But what seemed
impossible only a ahort while ago has actually ocome
to pass and so far as recent eleotions go, the Justice
party has been completely routed. ¢

L ] * *

THE Congress successes in the Assembly elec~
tions were atiributed in Aome quarters to the fact
that the Justice party with ita exclusively provinecial
outlogk did uot oare to bestow much thought on
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winning them. It could very well afford to neglect,
it was said, elections to the Assembly which deal:
only with matters of all-India concern; but it was
sure to fight to the bitter end when the prize to be
-oarried off was a seat in the local legislature. It was
pointed out that it sttached greater value to a seat
in the local Council than to one in the Assembly
and did not mnuch bother as to who failed or suc-
oeeded in the elections to the latter. In keeping
with such expectations, the Justice party did put

forth its best effort ini connection with all the recent

by-clections to the Madras Council only to be nul-

lified by superior Congress strength.
* * -

LoOOK for instance st the remarkable success of
Mre. Rukmeni Lakshmipathi in the Madras City by-
-«wlection. The election was hotly contested, the
Justice party leaders making it almost a question
of public confidence init. This however doas not

-geem to have much influenced the result, for while

she secured 7,397 votes, her rival, a Justice party
candidate, conld muster not more than 1,643, 1In
other words, the Congress candidate secured as high
‘8 percentage as 82 of the total votes polled at the
-election, whioch must obviously be looked upon as
‘& measure of the popularity of the Congress or
at any rate of the unpopularity of the Justice party
in Madras,
* * *

‘Safeguarding Interests of Indians Overseas.

The suggastion that the interests of Indians
overseas should be in charge of a separate Secretary
to the Government of India has been put forward by
'the Council of the Imperial Indian Citizenship Asso-
ciation, The idea doubtiess deserves ths serious con-
-pideration of all having the interesis of our country-
men settled overseas at heart, The Association was
obviously impelled to make this suggestion owing
to its very recent experience about the anti-Indian
decrees in Zanzibar. In its view, these decrees might
‘have been averted or at least mitigated in their seve-
rity if the Government of Indis hud been informed
about them in time. Its representation to Govern-
‘ment also gives other instances in whioch possible
misohief might have been avoided if timely
information had been available to the Government

«of India.

From this it would be seen that the real pro-
blem js not so much to make the Government
of India move us to secure information about any
-anti-Indian legislation or measures that might be
planned in different parts of the Empire. Would
it be possible for a Secrelary, howoever sym-
pathetic, sitting at Simla or Delhi, to gef any
scent about such anti-Indian moves in good
time? We may be told that it would be done by the
Indian community concerned keeping in touch with
suchafunctionary. Thisarrangewent has however not
heen found to work very satisfactorily. For onething,
'what is everybody's business is nobody’s business,
with the result that information about possible anti-
Iodiandevelopments is inmost cases long in reaching
ithe Government here. For another, when it does
come it is very often too scrappy for purposes of official
‘representations, To take the case of the Zangibar
.dacrees themselves. News about tham reached India
while they were more than balf-way through the
tocal Legislature, the text of the decrees following
weeks later. .

We should not be understoed to be in any way
-opposed to the suggestion for which the Association
has made itself responsibie; but we feel that for the at~
tainment of the purpose which all of us have in view
the mere ocreation of a special functionary without
guitable means of supplying bhimm with relevant in-

formation will not go far in relieving the lot of our
unfortunate countrymen gettled in foreign lands.
From this point of view it would clearly be more
advantageous to station the Agents of the Government
of India, 88 in South Africa, Ceylon or Mslays, in
countries in which a substantial number of Indians
have permanently settled or o which they have gone
for bettering their worldy prospects. The suggestion
has been influentislly supported in the past but has
perhaps been shelved for want of financial provision.
It should now be seriously eonsidered by the Govern-
ment in connection with the Assooiation's present
suggestion.
* . 2

Mr. Devadhar’s Presidential Address at Orai.

MR. G. K. DEVADHAR'S presidential address to
the nineteenth session of the U. P. Co.operative Con-
ference recently beld at Orai'gives food for thought
not only to cooperators but to the general public
as well. There is nothing surprising in this,
for the address embodies the obaervations of one who
has to his eredit a long and varied experienos of the
working of the cooparative movement in British
India as also in most of the progressive Iandian
States. The movement has emblazoned on its banner
the economic aplift of the masses as’its aim, but has
so far failed to bring about any improvement worth
the name in their economic condition. Ithas been
estimated that the Indian pessantiry is burdened with
a debt of Rs. 900 orores, while that in U. P. to which
Mr. Devadhar's remarks were wmainly confined is
indebted to the tune of Rs. 125 crores. This coupled
with the agriculturist’s ignorance and illiteracy
with the consequent difficulty of reaching him by
means of propagandist literzture makas the task of
the cooperator exceptionally uphill in India.

So far as the U. P. is concerned, the president of
the Conference held, after 8 curoful examination of
the relevant statistics, that the growth of the move.
ment was far from adequate to the needs of the
province. He feels that there are many fresh fislds for
the spread of the cooperative movement with whose
help the prospects of cottage or small scale industries
could be materially improved. He also indicated
the possibilities of mucn useful cooperative work
in a different sphere, In view of the fact that
the U. P. can boast of nrore than one river regarded
as sacrad by vast masses of the population and many
places of pilgrimage, Mr. Devadbar would like the
feasibility of the starting of sorme cooperative acti-
vity for the benefit of pilgrime whose number, as
everyone knows, runs into millions. It is obvious
that such activity must do nothing to encourage
orthodoxy or obscurantism but must be conducted on
modern lines. Mr. Davadhar would call it by some
such name as the Centres of Pilgrims Cooperative
Service, )

The cooperative movement ¢an, in his view, be
pressed into service for diffusing knowledge among
the masses by the promotion of a cooperative educa-
tional and poblications scheme. Work on these
lines which is being attempted in Baroda seems to
be meeting with a fair measure of success, Last but
by no mesns least, Mr. Devadhar favours arrange-
ments for instructing the youth of the counfry in
cooperative principles and practios while still at
sehool or college. Considerationa of space preclude
us from making a more detailed reference to the
address, but we have no doubt that the valuable
suggestions put forward by Mr. Devadhar for explor-
ing fresh fields of cooperative activity will receive
from his oo-workers in the oooperative field the
attention that they deserve,

» * *
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"FEDERATION COUNTERS DOMINION STATUS. .

HE Preamble to the 1919 Aot remains unrepealed.
It will not form part of the new Act, buk it
will be in being—somewhere and somehow,
The wider interpretation put upon it by Lord Irwin
on the suthority of His Majesty's Government has
bean reaffirmed by other Ministers of State, and the
- pledge of dominion status as the culmination of
British policy in India whioh it oontains has been
preserved in full force, though no statutory provision
fs to be mads for it in the new constitution. So far
8o good. Those who care more for the road being
left open to the attsinment of the final objective at
. anunspeocified date in future than for the instrument
that is now being forged being satisfactory for use
here and now may fesl some consolation for what has
been done by Parliament inthe way of maintaining
the old Preamble under a new meaning, but we
suspect that the operative Aot being so violently
objectionable, formal declarations of dominion atatus
will not impress Indian opinion too favourably.

However, one aspect of the question may be
strossed here, for it.needs stressing in view of the pro-
nouncement by the Attorney-General on the implica-
tions of dominion status inthe House of Commons
when the question was debated there last time. Then
be ruled secesslon out as quite unthinkable, for he
geemed to hold that a country which had attained
dominionbood had reached the summit in empire
development, but the country must even then re-
main an integral part of the British Empire and
oould never shake off its dubies as a member of the
imperial family., This pronouncement, coming as it
douvs from the highest law officers of England, has
not taken long to receive an emphatic contradietion
at the hands of the Prime Minister of one of the mcat
important dominions.

A motion was brought forward by a private
member on 19th February in the House of Assembly
of the Union of South Africa effirming, in the sense
of the pronouncement of Engiandi’s Attorney-Genpe-
ral, that "the Union of South Africa is, in peace and
war, an integral and indivisible part of the British
Empire and bound by the obligations created by that
status” and repudiating the doctrine enunciated by
General Hertzog that South Afrioa need not consider
itpelf to be at war with a ecountry with which Eng-
land had gone to war. The debate that followed on
this motion is of absorbing interest to the student of
oonstitutional questions- in general and particularly
to us in India, cocupled as we are with controversies
over questions of dominion status and independance.

To the Prime Minister of South Africa the two [

terms are synonymous. A oountry which has attain-
ed the full status of a dominion is, according to
him, a country that bas attained the status of a
sovereigh independent country. In faot the Status
Aot passed by ithe Union Parliament last year
defines, with the congent of (eneral Smuts and all
the leaders of the South African Party, the status of
South Afrioa to be the soverelgn independent status.
Bosing bimsclf upon that General Hertzog hotly

lepndiated. the dootrine that South Africa is " am
integral and indivisibla part of the British Empire.”™
‘Where is this Empire, he asked in this debats, of
which South Africa must be part and parcel? And
he answered his own question by saying, “Itisa.
mere name and it is nothing else.” »

What he meant to say was tha* there is no super~
State controlling South Africa and other dominiona,
“The British Empire is 8 mere term, a term to cover-
certain States, that is all ®, These Btates are autono-
mous communities, ia ro way subordinate one to
ancther in any aspeoct of their domestic or externab
affairs, every dominion being able to judge both of
the nature and extent of the co-operation it may give
to others ; every one master of its own destiny and.
pone subject to any compulsion whatever on the
part of others. These words have been Eaken from the
Report of the Imperial Conference, 1928. Quoting

these, General Hortzog said :

South Afrioa i an sutonomoua unit standing by itsell.
Itis an independent community, equal to Great Britain.
Itis equal to Great Britain and it is io no way subordi=--
nata to Great Britain or to any of thp other dominions,
slthough it ia freely associated in the British Common-
wealth of Nations. To ask this Honse, after that, to sam
that South Afrioa iz & cocuntry whioch forms an integral
and indivisible part of the British Empire and owes any
obligations to the British Empire—well, it is not nedessary
for me to say anything wore in reapeot of that, ’

An Hon, Member: Have we no obligatioas, then, Sir?

The Prime Minister: No obligations are owed by us o
by any dominiona to any other except such as we have-
undertaken or that in fature we want to undertake by
agreoment. As oonstitutionally free and independens.
oountries, we owe no obligation whatsoever. '

In undertaking these obligations, he said, “the in-
ferests of South Afriea shall always be number one
and if those interests are served in the hest way,
then I shall turn to the others, and assume an attitude
of the friendliest sharacter that onn be expressed. "

From thia statement of the eonstitutional position:
it follows, as (leneral Hertzog olaimed, that * the
Union of South Afrioa may lawfully trade with the.
enemy of Great Britain in time of war ™, and that,
by virtue of its sovereign independent status, it may
exeroise the right of neutrality in the full intarna-
tional sense of the word, It is recognised on all
hands that when Great Britain is at war, every do~
minion may determine for itself to what extent, if at
all, it will co-operate in prosecuting the war, Though
the amount of active halp that it may render is to be
decided by itself, it is thought by some that every
dominion is, at any rate thsoretically, at war with
the country with which Great Britain is at war. The’
dactrine of passive belligerency is thus invented.
Active belligarenocy is a matter of choice with domi-
nions, but passive belligerency they cannot get rid of.
That is, supposss o be tha approved oonstitutional
theory, but General Hertzog repudiates it and claims.
for the dominions a position of parfect neutrality,
inoluding the right to trade with enemy countries.

The debate of 19th February mostly turned on
this question. .We are not intimately concerned
with it, but the question of the right to secede
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also came up incidentally, and that is a question
whioh affects us in India very mnearly. QGeneral
‘Hertzog, referring to the statement in the Balfour
‘Report to the effect that every dominion is the
masgter of its own destiny, asked: “ Will my hon.
Friend tell me how a member cat be an indivisibie
part of any other State and still be master of its own
destiny ? How is he going to reconcile mastership of
its own destiny with each of the six or seven domi-
nions and still say that they are one and indivisible ?"*
What is the authority for such a statement; on what
Tight does he say that? he asked, and the hon. Mem-
ber in question said: “ On theright of the Attorney-
General of England, who said it.,” It was not speci-
fioally mentioned inthisdebate, but we believe the
reference is to Sir Thomas Inskip's pronouncement
-on the position India will ocoupy on attaining domi.
nion status. On this General Hertzog said :

T do not care what the Attorney-General of England
said, I know what the other dominions bave said, and
I 3lso know what they maintain, whioh is much more,

viz. the right to secede from the British Empire,

Whether these contentions of General Hertzog
-are allowed or not, they can at any rate be advanced;
they have not yet been objected to; and His Majesty
having given his assent to the Status Ack, they are
indirectly admitted too. Right of Secession, Right
of Neutrality, Sovereign Independence—these can
‘be claimed by South Africa and other dominions,
but can they ever be claimed by a Federated Indis,in
which the Statas ave bound to the British Crown by
treaty ? Oa a lower interprefation of the rights
appertasining to dominion status, India can, of
course, under an all-India federation hope fo attain
dominionhood, and the Indian public may be willing,
as part of the sacrifice which they have to make for
federation, to adapt their own ideas of dominion
status to the exigencies of the situation. But unless
the ideas of advanced politicians in India undergo
such a change dominion status of the wider variety
seems impossible under federation. Well did Pandii
Kunzru say to the Progressive Club of Allahabad:
' Federation is the reply of British politicians to the
threat of ind:pendencs ' and if, as General Hertz g
-claims, dominion status is indistinguishable from
indepandence, we may as well say, * Federation is
the reply of British politicians to the Indian claim
.for dominion status,”

THE KARACHI FIRING.

LENGTHY press note giving the official version of

A the circumstances leading to the resent firing
in Karachi has made its appearance in ths
-course of last wesk, This is the result of the “flying"
visit of Mr. R. D. Bell, the Bombay Home Member,
to Karachi and the visit of himaself and his chief,
Lord Brabourne, to Dalhi where ths Viceroy's ege-
cubive council was apprised of ths Karachi situation
&s seen by Mr, Bell, After detailing the course of
events which culminated in the firing incident, the
note announces the decision of the looal Government,
fully oconcurred in by the Cantral Government, not
to hold a publioc inquiry into the Karachi happenings,

‘88 demanded by publio opinion. The decision seems
_to be supported by two reasons, One is that the

proposed inquiry is supefﬂuous, all the faots having
been already fully ascertained mnd the other is that
8 public inquiry will only tend to embitter commu-.
nal feeling still further, We are afraid that both
the conclusion itself and the considerations by
which it is supported will fail to be generally
acceptable.

Can Government really be so sure that there re-
main no more facts to be brought to light? The
press note itself supplies considerable evidence
which inclines one to accept thiz statement with
s grain of salt. To take but one instamce. The
oasualties included one woman who was injured
and seven boys of whom five died and two are
seriously injured, The press note is not able to
account for these casualties satisfactorily, seeing that
“no women or children were seen moving ic the pro-
cession,” The belief is officially entertained that
these casualtiss were caused by bullets ricochetting
or gone astray., But a belief can only be a poor sub-
stitute for a fact established after ‘independent and
unbiassed inquiry. It is needless to multipiy such
instances.

The other ground on which a publis inquiry is
refused is also equally unconvincing. It is difficult
to see how an inquiry which is set on foot specially
with the purpose of inquiring into the conduct of
officials in connection with the firing should in any
way add to ocommunal bitternes: If the proposed
inquiry had been expseted to spportion blame for
the disturbances between the Hindu and Muslim
sections of the population of Karachi the task could
obviously not have been encompassed without rais-
ing communal passions to a very high pitch. Bat
the inquiry which the Government io their superior
wisdom choose to burke was intended to have an
altogether different aim. It would have gone exhaust-
ively into the circumstances of the firing and done
its best to find out whether the force used to quell the
disorder was the minimum possibie with a view to
avoiding needless loss of life, The ocontention of
the Government therefore does not seem to have any
force in it.

The public need not be regarded as unchari-
table if it holds the view that the Government
version is in the nature of circumstances bound to be
one-sided, even if it made no conscious attempt to
whitewash the conduct of their subordinates. The pra-
mptitude shown by Mr. Bell in this matter is no doubt
worthy of praise, but it is doubtful 'if he made any
attemptto get his information verified by contact with
unofficial opinion. It may be that public opinionin
connection wilh this regreitable incident spesks
with divided voices. But the point for conaideration
is whether Mr. Bell’'s information can be regarded
ag reliable in the absence of any independent non-
official testimony as to its correctness.

Frankly the attitude of Government to the de-
mand for an independent inquiry strikes us as enig-
matical. If, as they say, the oconduct of Sind
officialdom and the troops that helped it in putt-
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fng down the disturbances was above reproach,
why should they oppose it? What have they to
fear from such an inquiry # Their verdiot will only
derive added strength by its confirmation as a result
of an independsnt inquiry. If, on the contrary,
they continua to resist a public inquiry the suspioion
that the actions of their servants were not such as
could bear the light of public serutiny will only
tend to deepen. It is not yet too Iate for them %o help
dispel suoh a clond by boldly facing an open inguiry.
The faot that & motion of adjournment-—the only
one made in the whole session—was moved in the
Councoil of State in order to impugn the Government
decigion about the inquiry should show to them how
strongly publio opinion feels about it,

Whatever the Government might say to the
contrary, public opinion will need a good deal of
convincing that the situation in Karachi following
the execution of Abdul Quayum was not mishandled
by the loeal officinls, I1f the execution was oarried
out so early ms at 4 am. why could arrangementa
not be made to mssemble the relatives of the executed
man af onoe thereafter ? Acoording to the press note,
they seam to have started coming not earlier than
7 a. m. and even after their arrival they were in no
hurry to complete the obsequies. The press note is

silent as {o whother the officials in charge of the
burisl arrangements took any steps to persuade the

relatives to act more expeditiously and if so, with
what success, 1i; ia surely not unreasonabls to suppose
that all arrangements in such oases are generally

carried out acoording to a time-table aettled before-
hand, Wasg this necessary precaution taken on this
oceasion ? If not, whose fault was it ¥ The rosult was
that the burial which was expected to be over by 7-30
a. m. was not finished evan till 9 a. m. leaving muoch

room for mischief-making, If it had been carried out.
a the time originally intended the bloodshed that fol-
lowed might very likely huve been avoided. Perhaps
we are trying to bo wise after tha event ; but there is.
no doubt thatths only way of making the publie
believe that the gituation could have been handled in
no other way is by setting up an indspendent inguiry

into the affsir and allowing i fo reach the same
conclusion. Hindu opinion may not see the need for
the inquiry beosuse the loss of life in this case is
largsly Muslim; but not being communalists our-
selves and being anxious that human life, Hindu or
Muslim, should in no oiroumstances be lightly
valned, we have no quaims of conseience in urging

on Government the need for an inquiry into the
Karachi firing incident.

'SPARKS FROM.THE COMMONS’ ANVIL.
Ist, 2nd and 4th April,

TRUST THE INDIANS |

HE Leabour Party on the question of the Statutory
Raflway Auathority as on most others took up
an attitude in the Committee of the House of

Commons which will afford complete satisfuotion to
Indians, The Authority is proposed under the
provisions of the Bill to be composed as to * not less
than three-ssvenths of the membera® of * persons
appointed by theGovernor-General in his diseretion.”
Mr. Morgan Jones moved an amendment asking the
appointment of the whaole of the membership to be
made by ths Governor-General on the advice of his
Miaisters, Similarly, the Bill providesthat no change
can be made even in subsidiary matters connectad
with the Railway Anthority except withthe previous
sanction of the Qovaerror-Generai. Mr. Charles
Brown moved an amendment making this previous
_sanotion of the Governor-General unnecessary, It
need hardly be said that both the amendments wers
defeated, but the Labour Party had uwodoubtedly the
best of the arguments.

Mr, Wilmot, speaking on the amendment of Mr,
Jones, said: There is & casae to ba made for all the
members being appointed on the recommendation of
the T'ederal Government or all of them being
appointed without reference to them, but there is no
case to be mada for a mixture of these two methods.

It one desires to lay down seta of regulations which
would involve the maximum of politieal interforance, this

e the way ta do {4, Ta ressrve a osrciain number of ssats

and %o give the rest fur appointment on the advios of

Ministera in to invite that a sactlon of the board shall
Teptesond imtoIwets or shades of opinion and that the

Governor-Cleneral’s repreventatives shall be persons who:
are impartial. Surely mnothing could be more destrustive’
- of gaod business managoement than that a board shonld:
be thus divided as between the nominees of the Governore
General, who presumably will be- bosiness, non-politioak
experts, and ths nominess of the Ministers, who, hasause
of thie reservation, will tend to basome political nominess.
I would urge the right hon. Gentleman to look at this
question again and ses whether, in the jight of furthee
oonsideration, it would not be wiser to place in the henda.
of the Indian Miniaters the responsibility of appointing to-
this board people of capaoity, experience, and respoasibi-
lity who oan be trusted with the administration of thia
great funotion, without restrioting them in a manner
which throwa the gravest refleotion npon their rasponsi«
bility as appointees.
Ag it is, in appointing four-savenths on the Ministers®
advice and three-sevenths apart from it, the Govern-
ment will have, a3 a member put it, the worst of

both worlds,

MILITARY REASONS.

THE real reason for keeping the contro] of the
railways praotically in the hands of the Governor-
Genera]l and away from the Federal Ministry was
given by Lieut.-Col,. Applin as follows:

Everyons who has been in India knows that the real
reason for makiog these appointments ia this way is that
thess rajilways are mainly strategioc railways, They wers
mainly made criginally to enable ws to get up to the fron-
tiors. They were made to protest the people of India
against any ighting which might ocour and to bring
British ttoops up to the feont. Tharefore, it is abgolutely
necessary on & board of thia kind to be sure that you have
not only politicians and people who represent the rail=
ways coneerned, but smen who ars able to understand the
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nscessity for rolling-stook, permanent way, and otker
matters conneotsd with the railways beiog ready and in
proper condition should they be reguired for strategical
purposes, That is the real reason, in my opinion, for con-
trolling these appointments, and I think it is absolately
essential for the Government and the people of India that
these rallways should have a board on which the Gover-
nor-General is able to nominate people who will be sble
to take into consideration those military clroumstances
which are so necessary.

COMMUNAL SQUABBLES.

S1k SAMUEL HOARE did not deny the military
reasons altogether, but put it as usual to the
communal squabbles of Indians why it is necessary
for the Governor-General to nominate some of the
members. He said:

It is as impossible to generalise for India as for any-
where else in the world. The variety of conditions is
gv great that you want eXcepiional steps taken for deal-
ing with them and we have passed over and over again,
not only at this point but at many other points in the Bill,
.and there is a general agreement among Indians, that the
Governor-General should have in the 115t resort a discre-
tion for redressing balances aad seeing that one commu-
nity does not, either in the matter of appointments or in
any other way, dominate other communities. That, in
addition to the reason given by my hon. avd gallant
Friend the Member for Fnfield {Lieut.-Colonel Applin),
is one of the two main reasons why it is essential that
the Governor-Geaeral should have in his disorstion &
certain numbear of these appointments.

As & matter of fact if there was one matter on
~which the members of the Round Table Conference did
not leave any excuss for the British Government to in-
troduce & nominated element it was this. For all the
Indian members of the Railway Authority Committee
who were drawn from the Central Legislature agreed,
with the exception of one member, that the Railway
Authority should be composed exclusively of men
appointed by the Governor-General on the advice of
the Federal Ministry, and yet the Secretary of State
had the temerity to say in the House of Commons
Committee that nomination must be resorted to
because of communal differences and that Indians
agreed to nomination !!

No POWER TO CHANGE.

ON Mr. Charles Brown's amendment giving to
the Federal Logislature power to change provisions
regarding the Railway Authority without the
Governor-Greneral's previous assent, the Secretary of
State said:

The Committee will see that we have put into the body
-of the Bill the basic oonditions respecting the railway
‘board, the ohief provision being that the railway board
shall be managed on business lines. Those basic condi-
tions are a part of the Aot, and can only be altersd by
an amending Aot of Parliament. We thenm have the
.Eighth Soheduls, and we inolude in it a number of condi-
tions which are very important, but whioh are not so
basic as the various Clanses in Part XVIII ofthe Bill.
In a sesondary capaocity we allow the Indian Federal
Legislatare to introduce amending logislation, providing
that that legislation receives the Qovernor-General's
previous assent, In view of she very grave issues at
atake, and in view particularly of tha fact that as long as
defence is a reserved department, the Governor-General
hae a very direct and very important intereat in the

mansgement of the railways, it in essential that even
for this secondary oategory of conditions thers should be
no change without the QGovernor-General's previous
assent, I foar, therefors, that I cannot accept the
Amendment. I regard the provisions as they are now
as quite essential to the independent and effoctive work-
ing of the board in future.

WORKING TRE DEVICE T00 HARDI

MAJOR ATTLEE replied to Sir Samuet Hoare's

arguments as follows:

1 do not thiok the right hon, Gentleman has made
out a oaye for the proviso. Ha is overworking this
device of previous assent. There are already wide
pow:rs, which we hava aiready passed, whers, if it is
necessary for the diacharge of a speocial responsibility,
the Qovernor-(General oan prevent the discussion of sub-
jeots, the introduction of Bills or the introduction of
amendments, At every point we sesm to be hedging
about the actual psssing of legislation, the introduction
of legislation, the introdusction of amending legislation
and disoussion in any tangible form of provisions, with
the condition that thers must be the Governor-General's
previous assent,

It is no good the right hon, Gentleman merely saying
in a vague way that the railways are vital to atrategy,
and so forth, We all know that. The 'point is, what is
the evil that is aimed at in this proviso? Why isit
wrong that these matters should be disocussed? There
is power for the Governor-General to reject legislation.
If someone—it may be a Labour representative or a busi-
ness man—has some matter to bring up and thinks that
cersain things require slteration, and he wants to amend
or it may be to supplement something, why on earth
should it be mecassary to have the Governor-General's
prior assent?

If the right hon, Gentleman will think a moment, he
will realise that the more wa mske such a requisition s
matter of habit, the less important it becomes, The whole
idea of the provisions for requiring the Governor-General's
prior assent is to separate certain matters and to say,
“These matters are to some extent taken away from the
general rights of members beoause they are so important
that thers must be the Governor-General's prior assent in
regard to them."

When you apply that almost to everything, and make it
8 mere matter of regulation of the railway board, yoa
actually reduce the Governor-General’s prior aszeut to &
nullity. If you do that, it will come down eventually to
being that sort of consent that we sea given hers on the
introduotion of Bills, when a Minister merely gets up and
nods, I suggest that universalising or generalising the
requirement of the Governor-General's prior sssent has
the effect of nullifying it altogether, There is no reason
why priot assent should be necessary merely to introduce
some provisiona altering the Schedule.

PoOLICY OF THE GOMBEEN MAN,

“ Tt you leave the Federal Legislature alone it
will continue to purchase 75 per oent. of the railway
materials from Eangland, but if you will try to
coeroe it the effeot will be that British goods will of
set purpose be boycotted. Therefore depend upon
India’s goad-will; don't provoke her into s boycott
by introducing provisions into the Bill which will
affront her self-respeot. '* Suoch was the advice given
to the Committee by Sir Samuel Hoare and Mr.

Amery. The former said :

My own view is that it is 5o vagus in its phraseology
that nobody will be able to carry it into effect, and that
the certain reaotion whioh it will have npon opinion in
India will bs to oxoite suspicionsin the mind of almost every
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Indiaz, both in Brisish India avd in the Indian States, and
make this authority much lezs likely to give orders to
British firms than they wounld othsrwise be. I am sure the
immaediate effect in India will be to stimulate a movement
that has made progress now for many ysars—to make
Indisn opinion mobilise itself in favour of restrioting
these orders to Indian firms and Indian firms alone.

“*Very good advioe, this, " said die-hard members, “but
then why do you affront India by forcing on her
such s constitution? Why not withdraw the Bill
sltogether ?" For instanoce, Capt. Harold Balfour
said: “The weakneas of the argument of the right
hon. Gontleman is that he is basing himself on
-something in rejecting the Amendment which he has
not sllowed for in the main principles of the Bill. "

Major Attlee approached the question from an
-entirely different angle. He said :
I have always understood that the idea in the case of
. the Empire was to get mutnal trade, but we appear to
have given that up for the polioy of the “ gombeen man,"
. trying to get people into your power by aoting ad a
. moneylender and then making them buy at youe shop. I
. think that is a peouliarly low view to take of things,
and I am surprised to note that the very people who take
that line are those who are always protesting that we
went to India for ber good, and that we are so dis-
interested, while all the time they wish to tis India down,
. 80 far as they ocan, to boy in this or that ehop. A further
point is that whila this Amendment sndeavours to secure
certain adventages to the whole Empire there is nothing
mutual about it, because everybody knows that there are
. parts of the Empire which do not treat India fairly. Why
should hon. Members ¢ry to impose one oondition on
India snch a8 they do not impose on the rest of the
Empire, unless they do not really recognisa India as part
of the Empire ? But that in the trouble with regard to the
attitude taken up by hon. Members asscoiated with thia
Amendment—they do not reslly treat Indians as part of
the Empire, but ns a sabjeot race,

STANDING UP TO THE EXECUTIVE,

CLAUSE 190 of the Bill makes it possible for the
Governor-General toappoint an I, C. S, officia] to the
Chief Justiceship of the Federal Court. Mr. Galbraith
#aid how it would be opposed to the praotice in force
in all high courts for the lagt 150 years, and how it
would be detrimental to the oause of justice if men
who had received no special training in law were
to be at the head of a ocourt which would be dealing
almost exclusively * with pure points of Jaw of great
dii?‘iioulty. " Mr. Spens raised another objection. He
8814 :

In all federations the federal gourt has sooner or later
- $o stand up 4o encronchments on tha part of the execntive,
Ido pot kuow a single instance on this side of tha
Atlentis or within the Empire where the federa) cours
has not had $o make a stand agalost the executive. The
poseibilisy that the exeontive in this oountry, in aympathy
with the executive in Indis, may bs In a position in which
they oan appoint someone other than lawyer o thess
important offioas is bound to end in the protsction for the
subjeot, whiok the establishment of these federal acurts is
istended to give, becoming perfeotly worthless tc the
subject, I submit that in the interests of the libsrty of
. the subjeot is should be utterly impossible at any futare
time for 4he exaoutive, sither in this country or in India,

- to ba able to put the subject in that poaition.
Fir.mlly. the Solicitor-General offered to meet the
obJ.eotion. “I say, on behalf of my right hon
Ftiend the Secretary of State,” he gaid, * that he will

consider introducing words which will make it olear
‘that the Chief Justice of this Court should be =&
pergson who was either & barrister, an advocate or a
pleader.”

PRINCES ABOVE THE LAW |

CLAUSE 200 provides, in the case of the Indian
States, that the courts in the States will give aid in
enforcing the orders of the Federal Court for
“ geouring thoattendanoe of any perzon, the discovery
or production of any documents, or the investigation -
or punishment of any contempt of eourt. * Viscount
Wolmer asked if the rulers of Indian Statee would in
their own persons be subject to the jurisdiotion of the
Federal Court. Could & ruler be summoned, for
instance, as & witness to attend the Federal Court
and would he be guilty of contempt of court if he
declined? Or would he be exempt from the juris-
diction of the Court as an independent sovereign P
The answer given by the Solioitor-General, of eourse,
wag, “ Certainly, he will not bs amenabla to the
oontrol of the Fedaral Court. " On this the sarcastic
comment of Mr. Churchill was:

Although these Princes are to put themselves under
this Federal Qourt which we are to set up above them-
selves, yet they, after they bave done this act, after they

. have conceded a part of their sovereign rights, those
sovereign rights are to remain intaot and they are com-
pletely above the law, as much above the law as a Bove-
reign in a conatitutional country, All you can'do is to
proceed agaipat the Home Becretary or the Vizier or
whoever ia the Prime Miniater of the Btate. Is that the
position? They are inviolable in all ecircumstances,
whether before the English Court or before the Federal
Court in India,

%* * * » L J

After a great deal of diffienlty which might easily have.
been avoided the Attorney-General has at last afforded
us a full comprehension of the purpose of the Government
in this Clause, I thank him for that, but he oonld have
said atraight away without any of these hesitations and
oonsultatione, these to-ings and fro-ings, that this Clause
had no effect vpon the princely -statna of the Rulers,
every one of whom will be in a position, though they have
subsoribed to the Federation, to defy the law and flout
the Federal Court.

LETTERS OF REQUEST.

CLAUSE 201 runs as follows :

* Where in any oase the Federal Conrt require a special
oage to be stated or re-atated by, or remit a ocass to, a
High Court in s Federated State, or require the aid of the
olvil or judicial authorities in a Federated Stats, the-
Federal Court shall oause letters of request in that behalf
to be ment to the Ruler of the State, and the Ruler shall
oause 8uch communication 40 be made to the High Court
or to any judioial or civil authority as ths eiroumstances
may require,

On this Visoount Wolmer asked: What would
happen if the Ruler of a State refused to obey that -
Clause ? if the request is not- complied with ¢ The
Attorney-General raplied :

Thia Clause is framed in thia way in order that the
appropriate phrase, * lettera of request ™, may be used in
regard to a Boversign Raler instead of the expression of
a direot order to, or something of that sort. Any lawyer
is famiillar with the axpression “Jetters of request,” which
is a phrass used when one Sovereign Ruler has to make
a8 communication 4o another with regard to the perfore

4
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mance of some act neoessary for the administration of
justice in the first of she two countries, In this Clause
it is merely an enactment to show proper respect to a
Bovereign Ruler, without the necessity of an order
being directed to him to state a case, that lotters
of request shall be addressed to him. ThenI am asked
what is to happen if a Ruler does not comply with the
requast contained in the last two or three lines of the
Qlavse. I entirely decline to contemplate that a Ruler
vrill not comply with the request. It is found in praotice
between Sovereign States that when letters of request are
addressed it is not customary to deoline to act upon them,
and I do not think that that situation will arise.
Vistount Wolmer still persevered with his question.
He asked :

What is the outward eanotion here? What is going to
happen if a Ruler refuses to carry out his instruotions ?
The importance of this point is that from the beginping
there has been oonfulioq of thought as to whether this is
to be a Federation of independent sovereign States or
whether all the members of the Federation are members
of one political entity. That difficulty will orop up at
various points, and we are certsinly bound to examine
them wherever they do erop up. If you slar over them
in disoussing them in this Bill,' you will not ramove the
diffioulty, wbich will orop up directly you try to put the
Federation into being or directly the Princes have been
able to examine the matter fucther with the aid of their
legal advisers, to know how sanction is to be given to
this Cleuse. Is the Ruler of the State a.functiopary of
the Foderation or an independent scversign ?

Mr. Bailey advised the Attorney-General to give
8 reply since it was an important point, but the
Aftorney-Genersl chose to hold his peace, and the
Clause was put to the vote without an.answer from

the Government being available !
-

HiGH COCRTS IN STATES !

A QUESTION arose, while dealing with Clause
207, under which courts in the Indian States can be
treated as of the stetus of High Jourte for the
purposes of this Act. Sir Reginald Craddock said on
this point:

As the right bon, Gentleman is well aware, there are
very few States whiob have anythiog that can posaibly
be called a high court. In fact, thers are oaces in which
there are magistracies which are not qualified in any
way to bave the status of a high conrt or to have appeals
considered by the Federal Court. _ It is possible that
certain States, if they federate, might oombine by agree-
ment to have a oommon ocourt for those States which
might be considered qualified to be a high court. In the
absence of anything of that nature in this Clause, it is

very diffienlt to know by what prinoiple and what method’

& conrt qualified to be a high oours.
The Solieitor-Genersl could lay down no oriteria.
He merely said:

Under this Clause, it will be for the Crown to say what
courts should be determined to be high oodurts for the
purposea of this part of the Act. Such decisions will be
by the Crown after communication with the Ruler of a
Btate, but the deocision will rest with the COrown.

AN INDEPENDENT BENCH.

RENEWED attacks were made on the proposed
appointment of civil servants not only as judges
(under the Bill all judges may possibly be eivil
servants), but also as Chief Justice. Sir Gerald

Huret said :
I do not dream of reflecting on the ability ox the ocon-
duot or the experience of members of the Civil Service.

[

They possess many qualities which & judge or a chief
justice ig loas likely to possess to the same degree; they
have local knowledge, and know a great deal about logal
customs ; but the work of a chief jussioe reguires soma-
thing mors than a knowledge of local customs and races,
He bas to deal with questions of equity, of constitutional
law and of commercial law of first rate importance, for
whioch legal knowledge and legal traicing are eagential
requisites, and in the natore of things a judge who kas
soted as a civil saervant, although on many sides of his
work he enjoys great advamtages, and has very great
experience, cannot oompets with a trained and
experienced barrister on those pointa of 1aw with which
be bas to deal as a chief justice and with which a local
judge is much less likely to come into contact. That is
one reason why it i derirable that the ohief justice should
be & barrister,

The seoond js that we are dealing hera with what will
be an Indianised Bench and Bar, and I suggest that it is
an advantage for a judge never to have besn a sivil
servant, never to have acted as an employee of the Ex-
écutive Government and never to have acquired the
mentality which, oonsciously or unconsoiously, a eivil
gervant may easily aequire in matters whioh come befors
him in a oourt of law. I am not in the least reflesting
upon India in sayibg this. It is our Hnglish principle
which I am supporting in moving this Amendment,

In England, as distinguished from the Continent of
Europe, the Bar supplies the Beanch with it3 paraonnel.
The Bench is not a brauoh of the Civil Service. In my
submission the English principle is better than the Con-
tinental principle. It certainly makes for a more in-
dependent Bench, more independent in action and more-
independent in mind, Where we have, as on the Conti-
nent, jndges who are civil servants we are muoh more
liksly to yet that disciplined and dovile type of judgs who
is petfectly willing, a® we have seen rocently in one greas
couiitty, to ser B purge made ol persons whom the-
Government for the time being consider undesirable
persons to act as judges. I cannot comoeive that our
English judicature would tolerate the things done with
the judicaturs in other countries whera judges are simply
civil servants, The English principle makes for indepen-
dence of judges and stimulates also the view, which I was.
always taught to regard as a good one, that in England
our constitutional law has been beaten out by dacided
oases, Itis a curious thing that at a time when we in
England are more and more in favour of having the
judicature well separated from the Civil Service—not
out of any disrespect for or dislike of the Civil Service
as such, but because we consider the separation of the
funotions a good thing, and that isthe burden of the-
report of the Committee which dealt with the question
—it is 5 curious thing that at a time when the Lord Chief
Justice of England is denouncing the new despotism of
the Oivil Service we should be introducing into India
a System under whioh the Chief Justice in India need:
not have been a practizing barrister at all and may-
aimpiy be a civil servant who may Dot even have been.

called to the Bar,

My, Mallalieu said :

These Indian Civil Service judges do, of course, have
very wide judicial experience, going through a
magistrate’s court and becomiang diattict jndges, but 90
per oent. of their work ks oriminal, and the remaining 10
per count, deals with such matters as insolventy. When
they come to deal with vast matters of constitutionsl im-
portance, it may be that they may nov be the right men
to have in that position—excellent men, no doubt, but
0ot trained as legal mon shounld be. The most important
thing, to my mind, is that having been brought up in the
Indisn Civil Service, they muat unoocnsoioasly become
eYecutive-minded. Uncomsoiously, there must be with
themm a considerable biasin favour of the executive,
When the judge knows of the diffioulties that the
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sXscutive have to ocops with, and what effeot his
judgment will have on the dificulties of bis friends, he
will be thinkiog all the time of that position, rather than
in accordence with the law.

THE ENGLISH BAR AND THE INDIAN BAR.

“ON this the Solicitor-General said : -

‘We do not foel that it is right that there should be this
statatory bar. It may ba that the appointing aunthority
will not be likely at any rate to seleot a Civil Bervice can-
didate to a chief justiveship, but botk ss a recoguition of
the work which they are being asked to do and slse in
order that the field may be open, so that if the best man
really is & Civil Servios judge he oan be named, wa think
it ia right to makse this change,

But be added : !

On the other hand, of oourse, we do not contemplate
that a Civil Service judge would be considered for a ohief
justiceship. My right hon, Friend (the Beoretary of State)
is oertainly prepared to oonsider putting in a provision of
this kind, that those desoribed in paragraph (b) as
members of the Civil Bervioe shonld not be eligible for a
ohief justiceship until after some period, aay, three or four
years, of servios as judges of the High Court,

To the request for restoring the percentage rule
in regard to judges (a third barriaters, a third Indian
-oivil servants &¢.), the Solicitor-Ganeral expressed
opposition on the ground that Indian advooates were
a8 good as barristers from England, and the protec-
tion given to the latter could mot be denied to the
former, Hosaid (on an earlier ocoasion) : “It would
be quite wrong to draw the suggested distinction
between those Indians who ocamae over to this country
and were called to the Bar hers, and those who were
oalled in their own country. Indeed I think it is the
-expérience of those who are familiar with these
matters, that without attempting to draw invidions
distinctione at any rate many of those ealled in India

-

show just as much capacity as, and in individus] .

oagses may show more oapacity than, those who
happen to come over to this country and are called
here.,” Sir Reginald Craddook said : “The examina-
tions for plenders are extremely stiff. We have al]
heard of the man who has sat for those examinations
and has fafled, and has then come straight away
home and then passed all the examinations for tha
English Bar,"” '

———

JOBBERY IN INDIA AND—IN ENGLAND!

ON‘ the oharges of nepotism freely flung at
Indians, Major Attlee had something very caustio to
$aY:

I wonder whether hon, Members who oonstantly make
thess sllegations about nepotism and jobbery pause to
think how they may be regarded from the other side.
Buoh jobbery is not confined to India. While sitting here
1 like, sometimes, to take up * Dod's Parliamentary Com-
panion " and to work out relationships. Of course I know
that every appointment hers is made on its merits and
that it ls merely an accident thas thers are scusins,
second oousine and grandaons in this list, It is rather un-
fortunate that 8o many allegations are made that every-
thing ia done by jobbery on the other side, The Indians
may ses high appointments going to political friends of
pecple in thin country, and of course they do not under-
stand that everybody a Oonservative Government appoint
is always on merit but that whensver an Indian is
appointed it is always a job. That kiod of assumption ia
golng too far. We have had it alleged several times in

this Committes by Mombers of the party opposita, This

-gountry was atiff with jobbery about 100 years ago, and
the fortunes of many families in this oonntry were made
by nepotism ; yet they are throwing stones at the Indians
all the time and wanting extra precautions, If we had
an examination into some of the aristooratic families of
England and Scotland only 100 years ago it wounld be
found that the kind of thing they did was far worse than
anything done in the East,

———

ANGLO-INDIANS, A LoyYAL COMMUNITY |
THE Anglo-Indian community has been guarn=
teed, with the consent of Indian politicians like Mr.

‘Jayakar, the same amount, or at any rate the same

proportion, of eduoational expenditure as at present.
It has also been guaranteed the same number and
proportion of posts ms at present in the railway
service, viz. 8 per cent, in the subordinate ranks and
9 per cent. in the higher, Yet, the champions
of this community are not satisfied with this
consolidation of the present position. They want
the présent position to be improved, so much so
that the members of the community may hold 40
per cent, of tha posta as they did some time ago, whea
there was hardly any education among any other
community. The ground for suoh partiality was, in
addition to their British descent on the msle side,
their loyalty and dependability for maintsining
military communications. Sir Reginald Craddock
said:

Everyone must know of a certainty that you want
auxiliary forces in India, and that the main aouroe of:
reoruitment for the auxiliary forcesis the Anglo-Indian
commuuity, In a number of instances the existemoce of
the Auglo-Indiana on the railways, and the fact that they
are enlisted in railway hattalions, has been a source of
ptrength in troublons times. Why oannot you enact in
this Bill that the Governor-General, in his reserved
powers of defence, shall decide how many men of this
clasa shall be recruited on the railways for the purposes
of the protection of the railways and the safety of the
country in troublous times? That is the reasonable way
of doing it, instead of srying to satisfy this person and
that, and the aspirations of Hindue or Mohammedana,

Why should we be always looking, he asked, to the
‘Saprus and Jayyakirsa® to find out what they will
say ¥ This contemptucus reference to Mr. Jayakar
is particularly undeserved in view of his support for
the proposal to keep the Anglo-Indian community
perpetually in a privileged position in respect to
educational grants, ‘

*OUR OWN CREATION.”

SIR AUSTEN OHAMBERLAIN argued that for the
Anglo-Indian community toe British Government
had “ a more direct, & desper moral responsibility
than for any other ssction of the Indian people.”
“Other races and communities,” he raid, “we found.
This community is the oreation of British rule.” To
this Major Attlee made a good reply, Hoe said :

I am opposed to the Amendment, beoauses if this obli~
gation is on anybody, it is on the British peoples, and you
are trying ta put it on to the Indian people. You are
taying that oertain posts must be ressrved for these
people, who are & small community while there are a
vety large number of other communities among them.
Youn say that thia community shall be given a privileged

position ae againas other Indian communities. I say that
if thers is & mora) obligation--and I think there ia—it
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#should be'shioulderéd by this sountry and not put'_npon the
people in India, By taking this kind of live in respeot of
this community vis-a-vis the rest of the inhabitants of
india, you would make the position far worse than it is
now. By all means let us meet this obligation, but let us
moet it ourselves, and not put it upon somecne else.

Col. Amery followed in the same strain.
remarked :

There I come to a point raised juet now by the hon.
Member for Limehouse (Mr. Attles). That initial start
must cost money, and if it it ie not put into this Bill,
the moral obligation Temains upon this country all the
game. I would make a ples, most earnestly, to the
Government that when their scheme is initinted, they
‘should, out of British funds, apply a substantial endow-
ment, whether it be fora technical, an agricultural, or
an engineering college, for something which will not
only be an indication of our moral obligation to that
comraunity, but of our good will, and which would be
the most practical way of giving them a new atart under
conditions which will hold out hope for the future.

Let us in this Bill do everything that we possibly can
to ensnre their position. Over and above all let un na a
netion, a3 a Parlisment doing what we believe to be a
great and generous thing towards India, do something
which is not merely generous, but also just for those
who have sprupg from our own blood and who have
served us so loyally in India.

Finally, Sir Samuel Hoare promised to look into
the metter again. “I own,” he said, “thatlooking at
the words in the Instruments of Insiructions, they
do appear to me to be too general. I think we might
well tie the phraseology in the Instruments of In-
structions much more definitely to $he resolution of
the Government of India, under which the percen-
tages of the various communities are set out. I will
certainly look into the Imstruments of Instructions
from that angle, and also into the body of the Bill
from that angle, to ses if we could not make it more

explicit.”

He

PooR MR. FooT |

IT is & piteous sight to see how mercilessly Mr.
Isaac Foot is badgered by Conservative and Labour
members in turn. On one oceasion Mr. Churechiil
gaid : “Indeed, it is remarkable how the Secretary
of State and the hon. Member for Bodmin (Mr. Foot)
think alike. It is & oase of two hesrts that beat as
one, They might have collaborated for a lifetime
in the same Government, so harmonious and sympa-
thetic are their views.” On another occasion he
said : “It astounds me that sn hon. Member with
suoh warm-hearted sympathies in some directions
should have the knack of putting up certain shutters
in his moral and mental house and thereupon exclud-
ing all rays of light which might reach him from
those quarters.” This is very true. The Liberal Party,
when it formulated its policy onthe India Bill, came
to the conclusion that the Bill contained too many
safeguards. But the Party's representative in the
Commons has yet found no eafeguard that is unreason.
able, and except for indireot elention to the Assembly
—on which matter he spoke for a longer time in ¢om-
mittee than anyone would speak even on the Second
Reading—he has not yet risen in committee to oppose
or even mildly 6o disapprove any provision of the
India Billand to widen out the puny measure of

self-governme.nt contained in it, His contact w{th Sir-
Samuel Hoare has made him if not more royal thanm,.
at least a8 royal as, the King. The Great Libera] !

FURTHER CONCESSIONS TO THE SERVICES.

IN the case of the Irrigation Department the
Joint Select Committee recommended that the Pro-.
vincial Governments should recruit officers to the
service, but that the Secretary of State should have
the power to resume control of recruitment when he
thought necessary. As Sir Samuel Hoare said, pro-
vincial recruitment was regarded by the Committes
88 in the nature of an experiment. But some of the
important members of the Conservative Party have
grown appreheusive whether the power of resumption.
left inthe bands of the Secretary of State could really
be exercised in case of need, and they therefore are
urging a change in this matter. They realise that to-
leave recruitment and control of the services entirely
in the hands of the Secretary of State would be
practically to make irrigation s reserved department
and, as Sir Samuel Hoare said, ‘'to reserve the depart-
ment in the Punjab would be really to reserve nine-
tenths of the life of the Province.” They therefore
proposed a compromise in Committes such as was’
put forward by Sir Raymond Hadow before the J, 8.
Committee, under which recruitment would be done
by the Secretary of State, but control over ali the
subsequent service of the recruits would be exerted-
by the Provincial Governments. Lord Eustace Percy
pressed this proposal on the Commitiee, and, as
always happens with proposals emanating from him
or from Sir Austen Chambterlain, Sir Samuel Hoare,
while expressing some little doubt about the practi-
cability of the compromise, promised to look further-
into it. If the compromise is adopted, as vary likely
it will be, it will make the position much worse from
the Indian point of view than it is. In regard to the
forest service Sir Samuel Hoare said: “ We
might wisely, st an appropriate place in the-
Bill, emphasise the recommendation of the
Joint Select Committes that in an expert service suoh
as the forestry service central recruitment by the
Public Service Commission has many advantages,
and I think we might emphasise what was [n the
minds of the Joint Select Committee, that we might
stimulate and should encourage the provincial
administration to make use of the Central Publio
Service Commission for that typs of recruitment, ”

VIRTUAL RESERVATION.

LORD EUSTACE PERCY described what would
be the effect of letting the Secretary of State recruit
and control officers in the Irrigation Department.
He said :

This Amendment would place the irrigation officers
recruited by the Secretary of State in precisely the same
position as the police officer or the Indian Civil Servant ;
that is to say, the Secretary of State would reslly con-
trol, not only the pay and pensions and general
conditions of service, but overy post, every appoint-
ment, and every promotion in the service;and it
would be fair and reasonable for Indian Ministers, or
indeed English administrators, in a Province like the-
Punjab, to feel that the intrusion of that cootinuous.
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. cootrol over all the sdministrative machinery of a

" service like irrigation was sn almost intolerable inter-

ference with tbe administrative freedom of action of the

Minister, The Minister responsible to the Legislature

for the welfare of irrigation, for the welfsre of a certain

~ irrigated tract, would not be able to send there the

" officer whom he considered to be the most efficient

officer, becanse there would be thie control from Lordon.

I the Secretary of State’s control practically neutra.

‘lises the effeot of trancferring the Irrigation Depart-

ment to Ministers, is it pot equally true of the Police

Depsrtment? Law and order may be formally
transferred, but it will in fact remain reserved.

IN A MINORITY OF ONE.

SIR SAMUEL HOARE happened to describe Col.
Wedgwood as Athanasius confra mundum because of
the peculiar views whioch heholds on many questions.
‘Col. Wedgwood thereupon relsted how his views on

My, Churchill, speaking on Mr. Herbert Williams's

the federal schems which at ona time sounded
so strange had come toc be shared by practically
everybody. He said: ’

1 wieh that the right hon, Gentleman’s knowledge of
Church history was a8 adequate ae is his knowledge of
India. It will be remembered that although there was.

& time Athanasins was contra mundum there camea
time when the mundum was with Athanasius, and only a
year age I was called Athanasius on the ground that I
was the only person who was opposed to the Federation
of the Indian States whereas now the entire mundum of
British India has come round to my point of view.

Sir H. Croft: 1 hope that the right hon. and gallant
Gentleman will withdraw that because I have mever
been led back again, I have always held the same views.

My, Churchill: And me too.

8ir H. Croft : 1 am part of the mundum.

Col, Wedgwood :© Good, but at the time of the Round -
Table Conference I was in.a very small minority and
Iam glad that at that time I bhad such good company.

But India has become the mundum.

NOT OONSENT, BUT COERCION,

amendment fequiﬁng the Railway Authority to purchase

all railway materials as far as possible in the British Empire, made a powerful speech showing how the whole
constitution was based upon coercion insiead of on consend. The Secreltary of State, while opposing the amendment,
said that, even without such a specific obligation being placed upon the Rathway Authority, 75 per cenl. of the
materials ware being purchased in Great Britain, and that under a stdutory obligalion perhaps one or two
more conlracts would be secured but on the whole great injury would be done to British trade by reason of the

$ll-will &t would creale among members of the Federal

Legislature, who would deliberately buy amypwhere else

dut in England,  Mr. Amery reinforced these argumenis saying that “there i3 nothing to preveat the Indian

Legislature fixing its tarsff on raislway materials so high
-outside India.” Mr. Churchill applied the arguments
amehdment to the whole constttulion and said :

UT let us look at this question of good will on
which everything is to depend, Where is your

good will ¥ Wae are told to look at the past, and
that inthe past,sinos the Montagu-Chelmsford reforms
"75 per oent, of the orders have been placed {n the British
Empire and only 25 per cent, elsewhere. But, asmy
hon, Friend the Member for Barastaple (Sir B. Peto)
pointed out, this is entirely a new situation. This is
a now deal. Here we are to have an entirely fresh
‘Constitution, involving & transfer of sovereignty
such as did not exist- before. Very often, after the
sun has gone down, there is a glow in the sky, bus
<ven in tbat case 25 per cent. of the orders went else-
where, even in those periods, whon wa are told
that we have bad good will, 285 per ocent. wentelse-
where, to our very great disadvantage. Buf now
you are not going to have good will. This Bill is
zegarded as an affront by every seotion of Indian
opinion, and I must point out that it is these orders
which will be used as counters of warfure, not neces-
sarily for trading purposes or on economio grounds,
but for countera of political warfare.

Of oourse they will ba used. The tariff is one of
the great levers by which the Indinn Assemblies wili
get to work to extort diminutions of the safeguards
and to wrest away from the Government those
powers that are withheld from them. The right hon.
Member for Sparkbrook (Mr., Amery) told us how
terribly effective the tariff could be, how by a stroks
of the pen, with no digorimination, they ocould shut
out the entire produce of this country and confine
putchases entirely to India,

What will you have when this Bill is in opera-
dion? We hnva‘been told that it will bring the

that practically no rattwey material would be bought
of Sir Samuel Hoare and Mr. Amery concerning this

greatest resontment among all classes in India, and
you will have s great politioal struggle continuing
year after year, The Viceroy will be foreed to uge
his powers, and that nse of his powars will be re-
sented, What is the remedy ¥ The remedy isto
place & large order, unreasonably, irrationally, in a
‘foreign country, and to pick ouf the foreign country,
no doubt, with which it would be most offensive to
the people of Qreat Britain to see this large order
placed. I remember very well, when the Jrish Free
State were given their plenary powers, when there
was supposed to be a seittlement batween us, that the
first thing they did when they came to build their
great eleoiric plant was to place the order in
Germany, Where did they go %o buy coal ? They
went to Poland, to anywhere buf Great Britain.
That was not because of economic oonsiderations or
of any commercial balancing of pros and cons, or:
profit and loss, but because of political malice. Hera
also you will kave political malice, and the way in.
which the British Government in Indims, the Seore-
tary of State, and under him, the Viceroy wiil be
subjeoted to pressure will ba by the iavidious, un-
reasonable, and hostile placing of orders—orders
which could quite well gome here, which possibly
ought to come here, on eocnomio grounds-—abroad.
I think that shows how very serious this situa~
tion is, .

The right hon, Gentloman assumes himself to
possess the good-will of India. On the ocontrary,
these are tho aotusml oounters of political warfare,
and I think we must consider it from a new point of
view. You oaonot predioate good-will, You dare
not even attempt to obtain the assent of any section

of Indian opinion for your measure. You ara foro=
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ing this upon them, and, of eourse, they will resent it.
Hoere in their handes is an indefinite series of means
of irrigation, of means of retaliation and pin pricks,
which can be exercised at the expense of British trade
and to the annoyance of the British people- Then
no doubt, we shall hear the hon. Member for Bodmin
coming forward and saying, “Ah, well, it is true
there is not that good-will for which he had hoped ;
now you must remove those political checks which
you have hitherto introduced, and then the full flow
of sweetness and sympathy will once again be
passing between India and Great Britain,” I ean
bear the speech which the hon. Member would make
about that. It seems to me that when we are
transferring sovereignty, =as we are doing, and
when we are confronting ourselves with & decade of
strife, tumult and irritation such as India has never
geen for several generations, we are entitled to take »
new view and to msake reasonable provision in accor-
dance with modern opinion.

L2 * *

Heo (the Secretary of Siate) says that wa muet not
put anything in sabout trade because it would upset
the Indian four-sevenths of the railway authority
(appointed on the recommendation of the Ministry) ;
it would upset them terribly and confront their ideas
of autonomy and govereignty and so forth, When.
bowever, you stick in safeguards of every kind
which they repudiste and against which they are
going to war, that, of course, is not to be considered
in any way.

This is only one of many points at which the
evils and absurdities of this Bill ean be plainly
viewed by tbe British public. There are many such,
and as we move along through this long labyrinth of
clauses and arguments, we reach a point from which
we can turn round snd survey the scene. Hore is
one such point from which you can see that you are
ereating a political system, a consequence of which
will be that the irritation in Indis will be worked off
in striking at British trade by the placing of orders
in foreign countries. That isthe course upon which
the Secretary of State has launched himself and it
will kave en undoubted result, at the end of all his
lsbours, which will be to our extreme misfortune
and suffering.

FAMINE RELIEF WORK.
AN APPEAL.

The following appeal has been issued by the Madras
branch of the Servants of India Soctety :

OR soms time past the seasonal conditions in the
Ceded Districts, especially in the districts of
Bellary and Anantapur, have been causing

anxiety, necessitating the opening of relief works
by Government.
works in Anantapur Distriot and four works in Bel-
lary District. Very soon the number of works in
both distriots is certasin to increase as distress is
increasing and tbe labouring olasses are badly in
need of employment. Besides providing work for
those who need it, the Government have been distri-
buting gratuitous relief in the form of cash doles in
villages within the famine zone.

‘While actual workers on the relief works
receive wages for the task performed acocording to
the provisions of the Famine Code, the dependants
of these workers are fed at the kitchens started for
the purpose at each work., There is & class of depen-

At present there are seven relief

dants, vig., children up to one year who are relieved
hy cash doles given to mothers in addition to their
wages, At present it is ounly three pies per ohild,
the dole as in the oase of wages being dependent on
the rate at which grain is sold in the nearest market.
The dole given to children up to one year is too
small to enable the mothers to buy milk for the-
children. The wages received by mothers are not
what they are during ordinary times and naturally
many mothers may not be able to maintain their
health and to feed the infants. The ideal method of
holping the infants is to feed their mothers, But it
is ":z:ayond the resources of any non-official organi-
gation,

It is suggeated, therefore, that one form of sup-
plemental relief which may usetully be rendered is
the distribution of milk to iofants. A note on the
subject was prepared and eent to &he Indian Red
Cross Society, Madras Provincial Branch, and they
were pleased to sanction a grant of Rs. 250 per
mensem for two monthe in the first instance. With
the help of this grant, milk distributioa has been
started at the Brehmanapalli work in Anantapur
District, and arrangements have been made for
distribution of milk at the Budli work, alao in Anane
tapur, and at Kokkarachedu in Bellary Diatrict,
But the grant given by the Indian Red Crosa Society
can by no means be considered sufficient for the
purpoge a8 the number of children at the works is
daily inoredsing in proportion &o the ineresse in the-
number of women workers, At Brabmanapalii, dur-
ing the week ending March 25, on an average 250
children were given milk each day, the cost being
Ra, 8per day or Rs, 240 per month. The cost of
establishment for distributing milk ete.,, comes to
about Rs, 25 per month. Besides giving milk to
children of eight months and below, ragee conjes,.
mized with milk and sugar, is being given to other
children up to one year and to others for whom it is
pres';ribed by the medieal officer in charge of the
WOrE,

A welfare worker is appointed in each Centre
and his duty is to see to the proper distribution of
milk, and the instructions of the medical officer are
striotly followed. He sees also that children coming
to the kitchen bathe, where enough water is available.
It is proposed to sarrange some games for these-
children and also provide for their schooling. Every
effort is being made to encourage habits of
cleanliness,

It is also one of the duties of the welfare worker
to provide soms amusements to workers and children.

The provision of clothing, especislly for women
and children, is another urgeant form of relief
required.

The Madras Branch of the Indian Red Cross-
Sooiety has also kindly undertaken to provide com-
forts in the fisld hospitals attached to each work.

It is needless to point out that these and other
items of welfare work require iarge funds. The con-
tribution of the Madras Branch of the Indian Red
Cross Society can only be a nucleus of a fund re-
quired for the purpose. .

Msay we appeal tothe genmerous public tocome
forward with contributions and enable the Servants
of India Society to extend its activities to other
centtes ? Contributions either in cash or kind,
inoluding old clothes, will be quite weicome. _All
sontributions may be sent to Mr, V., Veunkatasubbaiya,
Servants of India Society, Royapettah, Madras;and
they will be duly acknowledged.
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