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| Topics of the AWeek,

Mr, Nariman—

WE explained last week how Mr. Nariman, in.
his eagerness to diseredit the Bombay Liberals one of
whom is his competitor at the Assembly slection
first gives the British Giovernment more credit for
liberalism than is their due (for Mr. Montagu never
offered full autonomy even in the provinces ) and
then belittles the demands put forward by the Libe-
rals. A correspondent now supplies us with more
details of the Memorandum submitted by Sir Din-
shaw Wacha and others to Mr. Montagu and Lord
Chelmsford, which shows not only that they asked
for full provincial autonomy but for autonomy in
internal civil administration in the Central Govern-
ment 88 well. Their fault only was that they did it
nearly a decade before Pandit Motilal Nehru put
forward the same demand|! They surely did not err
on the side of excessive caution. Indeed, as our
correspondent brings timely to our notice, their
Memorandum, oslled very appropriately a * Note
justifying and supplementing the Congress-League
Scheme of Reform”, contains a paragraph warning the
Governwent agsinst pursuing * a cautious policy
as ie their wont, The paragraph runs thus:

** Wheanever Indians claim acd agitate for reforms with

the objeot of securing an effestive voice and share in the

» government of their own country, it has been ueual with
their opponents to opposs their just olaims and aspira_
tions by advancing the grounds of ‘a oantious polioy,’ ‘the
safe ground’, 'the nacessity of control from without' and
thelike. The people of Indis have become acoustomed to,
and have known, too long the devices eouched In these
familiar phrases of politioal eontroversy in this eonniry.

tA cautious polioy,’ ezperisnce hsg taught, means the
policy of leaving things almost in the same position as
beforse. ‘The safe ground’ is the foreclosed ground of
official servitors and red tape. ‘Control from without’ is
doing all for the people in the spirit of ‘benevolent
despotism’ and nothing by the people.”

* * ™
—and the Liberal demand,

WEHAT was the demnnd itself ? Our correspon-
dent adds; “ This Note further made out a strong
plea for the acceptance of the essential features of
the Congress-League Scheme, which was explained
as contemplating a devolution of powers accompanied
by’ a reform of the legislative and eaxecutive
machinery of the Government of India and the pro-
vincial Governments so as to invest—sultjeet, in all
cases 50 a reasonably restricted veto of Government—
the elected representatives of the people with effec~
tive control of the admi nistration in so far onlyas
domestic matters are concerned’, leaving ‘untouched
the present powers of the Qovernment of Tndia in
regard tothe direction of the military affairs and
the foreign and politioal relations of India, including
the declaration of war, the making of peace and the
entering into treaties, as also in respect of military
charges for the defence of the country snd tributes
from Indian States’: that is to say, confining popular
econtrol, under proper safeguards, $o matters of
internal administration only, leaving unimpaired
the authority of the oentral executive Government to
protect the ecountry against external aggression.
Does Mr, Nariman still find anything traitorous in
what the Liberala did in 1917 and 1918 ?

* - »

Justicites and Congress.

BoTH the Chairman of the Reception Committee
and the Pregident of the Justice party conference held
last week-end in Madras, viz. Dawan Bahadur Kuma-
raswami Chetti and the Raja of Bobbili respectively,
severely criticised the Congress for deciding npon the
rejection of the White Paper. So far as the former
is concerned, the White Paper is a dead issue and the
Congress might with equal propriety have made the
rejection of the Simon report an election issua. He
therefore jumped to the conclusion that the Congress
refused fo take account of hard facts but lived “in =
world of unreslity, illusions snd dresms.” W hold
no brief for the Congress which is well able to take
care of itself and are in no way concerned to defend
its policy or actions.

-+ i * +*

BUT if the Congress has failed to take account of
the hard renlities of the gsituation, so has the Justice
party oonference a8 well. True it does not induige
in any talk of rejection of the White Paper, but to
expect the White Paper to be amended in the light of
the recommendations made in the British Indian
delegation’s memorandum is mot less futile. As is
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well known, the most recent Reform news from

London is far from reassuring, It has prepared Indian -

public opinion for a considerable whittling down of
the White Paper by tbe Joint Committes: indirect
election to the Assembly, a smaller federal legislature,
provineial second chambers, more restrioted franchise
than is proposed in the Lothian Committee’s report.

L ] * *

THE Committee's recommendations will, it is
generally feared, constitute a distinet going back
on the White Paper. Is there any the slightest
basis for the fond bope apparently held by the
Justicites that the Linlithgow Committee would
liberalise the White Paper by the incorporation in
its report of the more important recommedations em-
bodied in the British Indian Delegation’s memoran-
dum ? If the Congress is living in dreamland, no
less is the Justice party. It is all right for the Raja
of Bobbili to say that his party stands by the White
Paper as modified by the Joint Memorandam. Is
there any earthly ohance of that aspiration fructify-
ing in the near future ?

&

Brahmans Admitted.

THE doings 'of the Conference included the
paseage of s resolution removing the ban on the
admiesion of Brahmans to the party’s ranks. Much
fisrce controversy hasso far raged in the party as
to the desirability of such a course and, socording to
press reports, the propoeal had been rejected more
than once, The existence of the ban against Brahmans
has laid the party open to the reproach of its being
anti-Brahman, Its Brabmano-phobia was apparent
from the fact that while its portals were open even
to foreigners it could not admit Brahmans to
its membership, even if they 'happen to be in
cordial agreement with the party’s aims and objects.
It may be hoped the change mow effected may go
farin enlarging the party outlook.

* * »

Mr. Rajagopalachari and the Award.

THE Tamil Nadu Conference which met at Coim-
batore last week had Mr. C. Rajagopalachari as its
president, In the course of his inaugural address he
- tried to defemd the Congress attitude towards the
Communal Award which is one neither of acoep-
tance nor of rejection, The manner in which
he did o does considerable credit to his ingenuity
but is hardly sueh ms to carry conviction, He
Jikens the Congress to s father—the head of 8 joint
family —who had several sons. When the sons
demand a partition of the ancestral property and
place their propoaals to that end bafore the father for
his consideration, he neither accepts nor rejects them

but tries to bring the differsnt parties together with |
a view to the promotion of a settloment by -consent. |

* L *

" ALL this is not difficult to follow ; but what, one

may ask, happens if such a mettlement is not found -

to materialise?
the family property have, as everybody knows, other
means of enforeing their will which are freely re-
sorted to. It was only when an agreed settlement

The parties claiming their share of .

was despaired of by the different communities that |

they sought the intervention of the court—in this
oase the Prime Minister. If after the attempts ata

solution of the sommunal problem made by the Con- .

gross during all these years Mr. Rajagopalachari
chooses to think that the stage of bringing the parties
together is yet to be reached, he must indeed be eaid
to be blind to facts, And does he geriously consider a
sattlement by consent of our commuanal differanoces

gtill within the realm of possibility? If so, self-
deoeption can go no further,

* L ] L J

BUT suppeeing the posaibility does not unfortu-
nately turn out to be a reality, what then? What
will the Congress do in that case ? will it accept the
Communal Award? To Mr Rajagopalachari
the Congress attitude of neutrality to the Qommunal
Award might appear as “ both wise and logical, ”
But it must by now have become oclear even to him
that that is not how it strikes the generality of the
Indian people. Mr. Rajagopalachari was inolined
to blame Congressmen like Pandit Malaviya upon
whom  withdrawal of their oo-operation in_
the Congrees electoral campaign was foroced by the
ndither-aocept-nor-reject attitude of the Congress. Is
it not more straightforward to lay the biame for this
?t t(l;g Congress door owing to its failure to give any

ead ? .

® * *

Bhavnagar In 1932-33.

IT is seen from the administration report of
Bhavnagar State for 1932-33 that the viliage pancha-
yat movement there is steadily spreading, Thus we
find that the number of village panchayats increased
in one year by 7 to 17 and that 50 applications for
their establishment were being considered by the
State authorities, In this connection it is worthy of
note that the villagers are not mada to adopi, us in
British India, & constitution framed for them at
Government headquarters. But a good deal of
olasticity is parmitted to them in that respect, every
1atitude being allowed to them to evolve & constitu-
tion sulted to local conditions. lhe object aimed at
being to make villages pelf-sufficient in every way
posaible, the establishment of a panchayat ia & village
means that the village concerned makes itself respon-
gible practically for the whole village administration
inoluding the collection of land revenue. The work-
ing of this experiment in the State is fraught with
important congequences on rural life generally and
its results will be watoched with keen interest all over
the ecountry. The appointment of a panchayat
officer which seems to have been made last year
should help considerably im popularising these

village bodies.

L * L

AS has been pointed out on a former occasion,
Bhavnagar enjoys the enviable distinction of enforo-
ing total prohibition in the matter of alooholic drinks
g0 that it derived no revenue during lest yesar
from the customs duty on foreign liqguor. The excise
duty on toddy yielded no more than Rs, 451 and
the misuse of cologne water as a substitute for drink-
wan provented by legislation passed during the year.
This penalises its sale to any but bona fide pabients
and that too under medical advice. Similar legisla-
tion in regard to medicinal tinctures which eould
be used as substitutes for liquor was also placed on
the statute book.

*

IT is a matter for gratification that the mnumber
of educational. institutions rose from 427 to 462 and
that of students ieasrning in them from very nearly
34,000 to 37,600. The percentage of the total number
of students bo the toial populatiom comes to 75 p. o.
as against 67 of the preceding year. It will thus be
seen that nearly one half of the feld remains to ba
traversed before Bhavaagar can be said to have al-
fained the goal of universal literacy, May it be
hoped that & resort to eompulsion will soon be made
30 88 to facilitate the universalisation of education?

%* »* » .

* -
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THE REAL CONFLICT.

YARDAR VALLABHBHAI PATEL'S denial, not-
withstanding, we are inclined to believe the
press report whioh says that what made

Mahsatma Gandhi think of retiring from the Congress
under certain oiroumstances was a strong expression
of dissent from the present Congress policy on the
part of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru in a private letter
to the Mahatma, For behind the questions mentioned
in Gandhiji's statement like non-violence, spinning
franchise, khaddar wearing and so forth lies the
great question on which there is a sharp cleavage
between the younger and older gemeration of Con-
gress workers, viz. whether tha Congress should con-
oentrata its effort on ousting the British power from
India or whether it should aleo devote its attention
at the same time to abolishing all'the other vested
interests and atopping the exploitation of the masses,
This was the question that was raised pointedly in
the correspondence exchanged between the Mahatma
and the Pandit, which revealed fundamental differ-
ences of opinfon between the two leaders. At the
time the correspondence was exchanged tha Mahatma
had forsworn politics, and the differences, though
vital, eould then be put into the background and
even ignored. But the moment Mahatmaji entered
politios, the conflict between the two ‘schools of
thought came to the fore and is having a more and
more threatening aspect every day.

" The counflict in its final anslysis may* be summed
up thus., The Mahatma wishes, first and foremost, to
fight the British; he believes that this fight will be
possible only if he does nothing to antagonise the
propertied and priviloged classes and in fact only if
ho studies their interests and enlista; their active
support, though, after the fight with the foreigners
is finished, ho too intends to turn to the Indian
holdera of power and put them in their proper place.
The Pandit has no faith in carrying on the fight
piecemesal ; he is against all class privilege and will
make no racial distinction in trying to end it; he
will not seek the aid of Yndian oapitalists or land-
owners or Maharsjas in giving battle to British
imperialism. His hand is raised against both simui-
taneously ; and he will not temporise with one in
order to get rid of the other. Gandhiji, on the other
bhand, will temporise ; in fact, there is no limit to
which he will not go in making compromises with
the vested interaests in India if thereby he ocan bring
down the British Government a good many pegs; he
oarries on the struggle on striotly racial lines,

A very good illustration of this is to be found

In the carte blanche that he gave to the Mahomedans

in England in regard to all their communal demands

provided they would give their support to the political
demands of the Congress. He offered to give them
satisfaction on all other fourteen points: sommunal
electorates; communal representation in the servioces;
and various other things to which he often declares

 this fact, howaver,

he has a consofentious objection, Never mind how
strongly one section of the Indian people has to be
entrenched in power whioh does not justly belong to
it, be will do so if only that will help him to get
the foreigners out of the way. The mneither-acsept-
nor-reject policy whioch he advises the Congress to
adopt towards the communal award ie only an out-
growth of this spirit. He wants to form a Patriotio
Front among all olasses in Indis even if the Front
oan be formed on & basis which eannot bs justified
on any grounds except that of political expediency.

Another illustration, equally good or even bettex,
of this tendency to compromise even on essential
principles is the way in which he is quite preparad
to take the Princes into the foderation with their
autocraoy and all. He declares himself a born de-
moorat but raises no objection if nearly a third of
the Legislativa Assembly is filled with nominees of .
autooratic Princes, Not that he is enamoured even.
of Indian autooracy; he wants to deal with it too,
but in his own good time. Af the moment, howaver,
he would take the help of the Princes as of the land-
lords, commercial and industrial magnates and all
the other clagses with vested interests in extorting
power from the British Government. He is therefore
quite prepared fo give the go-bye to democracy in
order to win self-government, intending, after self-
government is attained, to set about, removing the
oligarchis and plutooratio elements in it and convert..
ing it into the pure demooracy that he really likes to,
see established in the country.. Pandit: Jawaharlal
will have none of this strategy. It is not & step
forward in his opinion, but a distinot step backward,
to effect & deliverance of India from the hands of
white bureauorats only to place it under the control
of brown autocracts,

Ve

On the question of India’s final politioal destiny
also there is a clear division of opinion in Congress
ranks. The Congress has committed itself to Com-
plets National Independence, whish of course implies
the severance of the British connpexion. In spite of
Mahatma Gandhi persists in
giving it 8 meaning which it was universally uander-
stood when the Congress sacocepted the goal in 1927,
that it did not bear. He interprets it to mesn Domi-
nion Status without any authority from the Congress,
It is quite possible that Pandit Jawaharial Nehru has
taken strong exception to this interpretation in the
letter that he sent to the Mahatms. Mahatma Gandhi
too would not mind accepting eomplete independence
in the literal sense, but if he were to do so
other elements like the Princes would keep aloof
from his Fro nt, and the first need, according

‘tohim, is. to bring about a combination of all the

existing forces in the couniry against the Briticher,
Ho thorefore sccepts the word Independence but
rejeots its natural meaning, which must be very
galling to moen of fine susceptibility like Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru. They feel that Mahatma Gandhi
is not playing the game with them. They would far
rather have him opposs Independence as before
than pretend to accept it and then attach to it a

significance which the rival idea of Dominion
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Status bears,
dence—the thing and not the word—is unacoceptable
to Mahatma Gandhi not in itself, but only bsoause its
acceptance would cut himself loose from all the
powerful classes in the country whose assistance in
his opinion is necessary for winning self-government,
not of the demooratioc, but of the oligarchic type.

For the same reason, keenly as he feela for the
masses, he will not lend countenance fo any scheme
for the prevention of their exploitation which will
turn the middle and upper classes against the Con-
gress, The Socialist Party believes that he is at
heart too tender to these classes to be of any help to
the masses. It is so at the present time, and will be
so till political freedom is attained. His social phi-
losophy 1is however, not very different from that of
Pandit Jawaharlal ; only he would try to give effect
to it in its political aspects alone at present, reserving
its application to the social and economic aspects to
& later date when India will not have to reckon with
the British. The real difference here is not 50 much
of fundamental opinion ms of policy and sirategy.
Mahatma Gandhi believes that in order that the masses
may come ultimatsly into their own, India will have
to pasa through a transitional period in which the
privileged classes will have to be made even stronger
than they are at present so that we may wrest power
from the British. Pandit Jawharlal on the contrary is
firmly convinced that if power passes from British

hands into the hands of the privileged classes in India,

it will stay there and will not filter down to the

masses &t all. A passage from his Whither India?
may here be quoted :

Indian freedom i3 necessary because the burden on

the Indian manses as well as the middle classea is too

heavy to be borne and must be lightened or dore away

with, The measure of freedom is the extent to which
this burden is removed. This burden is due to the vested
interests of a foreign government as well as those of
certain groups and olawses in India and abroad. The

AGRICULTURAL

Here again it is olear that Indepen-'

achievement of freedom thus beoomes s question of di-
vesting vested interests. If an indigencus goverament
took the place of the foreign government and kept all the
vested intereats intaot, this would not even be the shadow
of fresdom.

To Mahatma Gandhi the White Paper is unascoepta=~
ble beoause it Ieaves the British vested interesta
almost as strong before; to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehrau
it is unacceptable for this reason, but also becauss it
leaves the Indian vested interests in a stronger posi-
tion than ever befora, The oriticism that he levelled
at the Round Table is in general true ms much of
Mahatma Gandhi as of the rest: * Intent on protect-
ing their class privileges they happened to forget
an odd thres hundred and fifty million people in
India”|

The difference may be one of strategy rather than
of belief, but it so happens that at the moment Maha-
tma Gandhi is seen to attach himself and the Congress
to reactionary interests and conservative institutiona,
while Pandit Jawaharalal Nabru puts himself at the
head of those who will not allow the Congress to be
soused. This is the real conflict in the Congress,
and though the conflict doea not yet appear definitely
in this form, it will assume that form more and more
in oourse of time. Mahatma Gandhi’s star was in
the ascendant so long as he seemed to be the most
radioal "politician of all, He promised swarajin a
vear ; he thought he could hold the British Empire at
bay by launching upon mass oivil disobedience. All
this looked impracticable to most people, but still
they gave him their support just because he advocatad
what they congidered to be the most advanced policy.
Nowhowever he haslost that position ; at every point
of conflict he is found to be on the side of conaerve-
tism and reaction, of prudence and expediency and it
is not surprising that he feels that the ground is
alipping from under his feet, snd that he ie no
longer the Fuehrer,

INDEBTEDNESS.

\SCHEME OF REDEMPTION IN BHAVNAGAR.

HE growing burden of debts among the agricul-
turists has been recognised as a pressing pro-
blem for over fifty years. But the recent

depression in prices of agricultural produce has in-
oreased the urgency of the problem to an wunpre-
cedented extent. Political parties and economic re-
formers are busy framing schemea for relief of the
peasants, Among the several proposals put forward
in this connection the Bhavnagar scheme has de-

servedly attracted the most general attention. The-

officers of the Bhavnagar State, and in particular
its idefatiguable President of Council, Bir Prabha-
shankar Pattani, have rendered 8 valuable service to
the oause of sgrarian reform by bringing to the
notice of a wider public the nature and the resulfs of
their efforts for the redemption of agricultural in-
debtedness.

The broad features of the Bhavnagar scheme
have been before the interested public for soma time.

Acting on the findings of a local investigation into

tho economie sifuation and the moneylenders’ prac.
tices in one of the Mahals, the Durbar arranged for
a general inquiry into the extent of rural indebted-
ness and the condition of rayats. Out of the 23,000
individual rayats whose oases were investigated by
the Inquiry Committes 88 many as 45 per cent. were
deeply involved in debt andthe condition of many
of the remainder was not muoh better. * Of the 45 per
cont. indebted kheduts about one-third were found to

‘be indebted in sums not exceeding two yesrs’ annual

assessment payable by them, and the rest were hope-
lessly indebted, a fair proportion owing to arrears ex-
ceeding 10 and 15 years' assessment paysbie by
them.,” The causes of this indebtedness have been the
same in Bhavnagsr as in other parts of India, though
it might be noted that the unscrupulousness of the
moneylenders’ practices appears to have been a
greater factor in Bhavnagar than in most parts of

British India.
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Altogether the Committee concluded that unless
outside help was forthcoming the Khedut's position
would be rendered desperate. This help the State
undertook to give in two respects. So far as the exist-
ing indebtedness was concorned the State promul-
gated 8 Redemption Scheme of which the following
were the leading features.

1. If a majority of the kheduts and sowkara
of any mahal were willing to adopt the provi-
sions of the scheme the Darbar would introduoe
it in that ares.

2. A Committes consisting of two stats offici-
als, one from the Rovenue and the other from
the judicial departments, two representatives of
tha creditors and ons or two nominated gen-
tlemen to watch the interests of the kheduts
would be appointed to visit the mahal and to
undertake detailed investigation, All who do
not agree to be bound by the decision of the
Committee are debarred from the benefit of
the scheme,

L ]

3. After detailed inquiry into the history
of each debt the Committee will award a figure
which shall not exceed the equivalent of three
times the annusl sssessment,

4, Thisawarded sum the State will advance
to the khedut for payment to the sowkar, from
whom a discharge will be secured. The State
will charge 4 per cent. interest and will arrange
for its collection in the following manner : * For
the recovery with interest of the sum.., the
produce of such khedut shall be brought over to
the Darbari Khalwad and after seiting apart the
State’s share that would be due under the Bhag-
batai system, the Darbar shall firgt deduot from
the sale proceeds of such share the amounts due
on account of the current year's assessment
according to the Nam fixed as also the Tagavi
loans falling due and then apply the remaining
balance towards payment of the interest and
principal of the redemption loan advanced on
behalf of the kheduts, and this shall be done
from year to year until the whole of the amount
due on account of such loan is recovered in full.
The Khedut’s share of the produce will be Ieft
to the khedut and this will enable the Khedut
fo maintain himself with ease. Any Khedut
who has & bumper crop and who desires to reim-
burse in full the loan advanced for liquidation
of his past debta will be free to do so.

Under this scheme the Debt Redemption Commit-
tees estimated the total indebtedness of the rayats
according to the Sowkar's records st 86'4 lakhs of
rupees. Of this amount the Committes held as due
the amount of 45 1akhs, and in composition of this due
debt a sum of Rs, 20'6 lakhs was paid to the sow-
kars. Thus the kheduts were freed from all bonds
of the sowkar and wero henceforward indebted to the
State which hasmade arrangements to recover its dues
in the manner above-noted.

8o far as the future oredit needs of kheduts are
concerned it is expected that they will be met by the
sowkars lending to them on their personal ecredit,
With a view, however, not to jeopardise the benefi-
cant effect of redemption an Agriculturists’ Protec-
tion Act has been pmssed, This measure empowers
the agrioulturists to sue the moneylender for pro-
duction of accounts and generally empowers the
courts to go into the details of each transaction and

ultimately to award just amounts according to simple
interest.

With a view to instil into the minds of Kheduts
the feeling of self-reliance and ocorporate responsibi-
lity the State has‘promulgated rules for the eatablish-
ment of village parichayats. The panchayats are to
be established if the people of a village desire it, The
people are given the right to ask for a change in the
village officiala on valid grounds. The members of
the panchayat are nominated by the State from a panel
alected by the people and hold office for three yoars,
The panchayat has been given the power to appoint
tho talati and the revenue and police chowkidars of
the village. The appointments of the last two are
subject to State sanction, but in all cases the expenses
on account of salary are borne by the Statse., The
1and revenue administration in each village is vested
in the panchayat which is responsible to pay to the
Darbar the revenue dues at fizred dates, If the Pan-

‘| chayats are found to exercise, with a due sense of

responsibility, these powers regarding land adminis-
tration, and others such as public works and sanita~
tion, the State will tiransfer to them further powers
of administering civil and criminal jurisdiction. The
State authorities hope that freed from the burden of
existing debts, agsured of fair dealing from the sowkar
in future and equipped with their own ocorporate
instruments of social betterment, the Kheduts will live
a much more contented and happy life than their
present miserable existence.

The Bhavnagar State deserves the best recognition
of economio reformers on account of the generous
sympathy, broad planning and bold execution of its
scheme. The worst attitude towards this question of
rural indebtedness is to ignore it as an age-long and
ohronic ailment., Only less objectionable is the
attitude of 1inaction and defeatism induced by the
immensity of the difficulties with which any attempt at
solving the problem is beset, The Bhavnagar Darbar
have set a most valuable example to the zest of India
in this, if in no other, respect. It is easy %o spot
defects in every scheme but while the doctors
wrangle the patient grows desperate, and henco very
early aotion is ealled for if the economie, social and
political health of the pation is not to be endangered.

But this is by no means the only claim of the
Bhavnagar socheme on our appreciative attention. If
we decide to meet the present situation in respeot of
rural indebtedness in right earnest we will have to

proceed in the same business-like way in which
Bhavnagar bhas moved. Committees of Inquiry,

sufficiently influential and representative, will have
to be appointed to ascertain the exact situation in
each area. In arriving at the actusal estimates of due
debts and further in settling the figure for redemption
just consideration must, of course, be shown for the
legitimate claims of the ecreditors. Much will
depend, at this stage of the proceedings, on the nature

of practices prevalent among the moneylenders in
the several parts. But undoubtedly in cese of a

difference between the claims of the sowkar and
the peasant the committees will be interpreting their
functions properly in trusting their generous
instincts in favour of the peasant.
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When debt redemption is attempted on this seale
the financial provision for its service is the most
important faotor, Fortunately for Bhavnagar its
government has resources which ean finance the
scheme thrice over and still not fee] the atrain. The
position of State reserves is exceptionally sound and
instead of a public debt whioh is the normal
accompaniment of provincial and oentral budgsets the
Darbar hss extensive State investments, Moreover,
the income of the State on acoount of oustoms duties,
railway earnings, stamps and ofther sources is so far
in excess of what they got from land revenue or
what they need for their pressnt expenditure that the
Darbar ocan boldly undertake all the immediate and
imminent responsibilities of the measure. Thus the
Khedut who is now expected to borrow from the
sowkar for his current needs on personal security is
bound to come against an insuperable obstacle if he
wants a bigger loan for improvement. or for taking
bim over bad times. Under these circumstances
the Darbar is in a pogition to lend him the money
snd again recover it from the produce of his field as
contemplated by the present scheme, In faot the
financial position of the State allows it to undertake
vory extensive present &nd future responsibilities
and its combined role of the governing suthority and
virtual mortgagee gives it special advantages.

In British India there are very grave finanoial
diffioulties. To take Bombay. Here the agricultural
indebledness is estimated as heing above Ra.80 crores.
The total income of the provinocisl Government is only
about Rs, 14 orores, out of which betwoen Rs. 4 and 5
crores is collected from Iand revenue. Far from the
Government having any reserves or a surplus for
investment the Government is already weighed down
by aburdensome debt. If sush a Government were

to appear in the market with aloan at all commen-

surate with the needs of a redemption scheme, its
credit is bound to ba broken. Moreover, the Govern.
ment of Bombay eannof hope to assure the emanoci-
pated pessants of future accommodation, It is
obvious, therefora, that the financial side of a scheme
of redemption for British Indis or for States less
polvent than Bhavnagar, will have to be mora care-
fully thoughs oul.

The Bhavnagar authorities have shown a very
commendable insight into the real needs of agrarian
reform in providing for the resurrection of pancha-
yets and in particular in equipping these bodies
with revenue and pelice functions, Itis an axiomatio

truth that the lost regard for corporate village
life and village authority will not be restored so

long as the average villagar has not been made to
roalise that it is worth his while to oooperate in the
functioning of the village bodies, The only way
to achieve this end iz to endow the village bodies
with essential governmental functions such as collec-
tion of revenus and mainfenance of order, In
providing for this much needed reform the Bhav-
nager State has taken 8 very progressive step and it
is to be hoped that all the villages in the State will
be thue provided, Debt redemption is only a preli-
minary, if a necessary preliminary, to the reorgs-
nisation and revival of rural life. In this process

the entire life of the villager has to bo suitably ine
fluenced, but the necessary adaptation can never be
complete and efective so long 28 the villagers are
not conscious of a feeling of self-control and gelf-
improvement.

Admittedly the soheme launched in Bhavnagar
has rare advantages in the financial strength and the
sdministrative beneficence of its rulers. In British
India finanoial, constitutional and legal details will
necessarily have to be provided in a way different
from those incorporated in the Bhavnagar schems,
Moraover, the actual economic c¢ondition of the pea-
santa in different parts will introduce additional
features of looal variation. In its boldness, genero-
sity and comprehension the Bhavnagar scheme is
calouiated to serve as s model and as s spurto
economio reformers all over the country.

Our FHondon ‘é@ettcr.

( BY AIR MAIL.)
{ From Our Correspondent. )
LONDON,, 21st September,

MR. GANDHI'S FUTURE.

fTYHE news agencies this week have informed

us of the Memorandum issued by the Mahatma,

in which he mets forth his attitude towards
Congress and Congress polioy, and delivers a charac-
teristic diatribe against the methods and weaknesses
of Congressmen, or at least considerable seotions of
them. If the conditions that he is stated to have
1aid down to warrant his continunance of the Con-
gross loadership are persisted in unmodified, there
geems very little doubt that, within a very short
time, be will have oceased to exercise the authority

| aa TLeader of the Congress that he has hitherto wield-

od. It seems highly improbable, locked at from this
distanoce, that his colleagues will agree to the stipu-
1ations that he has apparently laid down as to the
qualifications for the Congress membership or Con-
gress delegates, moless Congrese is intending fo
adopt the methods of intense exolusiveness adopted
by the Communist Party in Russia. As, however,
there sesms very little likelihood of this, tha probabi-
lities are that the Mahatma will soon bs ploughing
a lonely furrow of his own and that the direction of
Congress policy will shortly be piaced in other hands,
with possible osoasional reference to him on some
particular issue for advice, or on some pacticular
oceasion for his blessing. That Congress polioy will
in future be & very different thing from what it has
been in the past is almost certain, and it is likely to
be & great deal more realistic from the point of view
of practice and expediency. The qusstion that many
observers hera, however, are beginniog to ask them-
selves is whether, with the hiving off of the Nationa-
lists, the process of disintegration already begun may
not proceed at s more rapid pace if the Mahatmsa
should withdraw. The probability is that if he were
free and available that particular matter could more
easily be decided with the help of Pandit J awaharlal
Nehru,

There seems to be, in the minds of a number of
puople who have been studying the trend of events
in India, s consensus of opinion that the Mahatm_a'a
natural successor in the ieadership of left-wing
Nationalism ie to be the Pandit. That may be one
reagon why Government are in no hurry to release
him, They may prefer to see the process of nations-
list disintegration carried a little further before they
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«think it wise to exereise clemenoy in regard to him.
Nevertheless there will be very many peopls to sup-
port the appaal made by Miss Ellen Wilkinson, in
‘Wednesday's Star for Pandit Jawharlal's releass, if
-01ly on grounds of humanitarianism and common
-decenoy. She tells the story of the domestic idyll of
the Pandit and Mrs, Kamala Nehra, in touching and
choice language, and in a manner ealnulated to ex-
“tort respect and admiration for a suffering couple from
8 chivalrous people, who can well afford, in their

strength, to deal tenderly and gemerously with a |

redoubtuble, but honourable, opponent. It is a little
singular that the next wa hear of Miss Wilkinson is
that she has been successfully prosecuted, for the
second time within eighteen months, for drivinga
car without licence, Still more astonishing is her
explanation given to the policeman that stopped her.
“* I suppose it is the stupidity of us women.” This is
hardly the sort of language that®'one would have
expocted & woman ex-Member of Parliament to
hold in regard to one of the duties of our ecommon
-gitizenship.

Reverting to the case of the Mahaima, it would
appear that the suggestions for an early visit by him
fo this country, put forward by certain friends, have
now receded somewhat into the background. At the
-8ame $ime it seems very important that people in the
‘Waest ghould have placgd before them in literary form
the story of his life since ha left England at the end
of 1931, _ These threes years have been full of moving
-evenis, in which he has figured prominently, and
w:hmh have also set their mark very heavily upon
him., Perhaps one of these days, in the not distant
futu;e, Mr, Androws will set himself to the task of
Putting the case for the Gandhi of to-day before the
"Western public. In his recent book, entitled “The
Theory of Gandhi,” to which I referrad upon its publi-

oation s i |
atlon some weeks ago, and which has been well ' to their policy at the next General Election, hdve

reviewed in the British Press, Mr. Glorney Bolton
brought the story of the Mahatms down to his de-
pariure _Irom Europe and the story of the alleged
ltal}an interview, which Gandhiji so emphatioally
denied and repudiated, Mr. Qlorney Bolton, unlike
some other persons who presamse to write with
,_knowledge of the Mahatma, but who are singularly
ignorant of his fundamental characteristics, had
many opportunities of meeting and knowing the
Mahatma, whom nokwithstanding certain idiosynera-
«cies and asoatic tendencies, he likes and admiros,
very definitely is prepared fo acoept the Mahatma’s
word on that subject. Indeed it would -be well for
those wh9 wish to have before them a refreshingly
fral}k estimate of the Mahatma’s personality, with
which they are likely o agres or disagres acoording
40 temperament, to kesp beside them & eopy of this
very useful book, which had the advantage of being
abla to'flepend_. to a considerable extent, upon the
famous “Autobiography” itself, and upon the Iabours
of a number of Mr, Glorney Bolton’s predecessors.
!f. however, all that the Wostern publie had befors
it was the sfory of the Mahatma's life and oareer
up to the time of his departurs from Europe in 1931,
it would end on a note of pathos and disappointment,
a8 well, probably, of cousiderable misunderstanding,
A great c.leal of the misunderstanding has, however,
been straightened oui and illuminated by the eventa
-of the last three years, but it geems importaat, in the
interests_ both of truth and of the history of the
nationalist movement in India, that these events
ghould now be set in a true perspootive, if the people
of the Westprn world are to form aayching like an
accurate estimate of this remarkable man.

THE CONSERVATIVE CONFERENCE.

Among the matters to he deslt with at the Annual
Confayenoe of Conservative Asgociations, to be held
at Bristol on the 4th and 5th October, are the

dangers of dictatorship, House of Lords reform,and

palf-govarnment for India. Motions on these subjocts

have been set down and the suggestion has boen

mada for the formation of an Anti-Dictatorship

Lengue. It would be interssting to observe the Tory

attitade towards, say, Fasoism, The proceedings are

to be wound up by sn nddress from Mr. Baldwin,

The motion on India stands in the names of B8ir
Henry Page Croft, and reads as follows:

4This Conferenoe, whilst prepared to support propossls

for a great measure of self-fovernment in the Provinces

of India, atep by step in accordance with the Government

of India Act, records ita emphatic opinion that the part-

nerahip of Britain snd India in the contral government of

the Indian Empire must not be dissolved and urges the

Government to assent to no propossls whioch would im.

peril the future of India within the Empire, or impair the
confidencs aud unity of the Conservative Party in view of
the ménace af Socialism." :

It is guestionable whether this motion will be
discussed at all, or it may be ruled out of order. If is
not known whether it has provoked any amendments,
but probably a number have been sent in. One’s
goneral impression is that the Conservative organi-
sation is noé at all anxious to have a further disous
gion ou India, in view of the faot that the Report of
the Joint Selsct Committes, due within & month or
ao of the Conference, isto be referrsed to a special
conference in fulfilment of Mr. Baldwin's pledge.
As, however, Tories have rather a habit of. eXpress-
ing disbelief in the bona—fides of those with whom
they happen to disagree, ever though members of
the same party, it would not be surprising if the
Tary Conference provides a fresh occasion for do-
meatic ill-will in the Party.

THE OTHER PARTIES,

The Liberals, who bave recently held counsel as

decided to reject Sir Charles Hobhouse's propossl that
they should Sght only those constifuencies where
there was reasonable chance of suocessfully winning
a seat. Whether, however, the Samuelite Liberals
will go to tne other extreme of contesting no less than
four hundred seats, is quite another matter, and will
depend, to a large extent, upon finaucial considera-
tions. The political exchequer is none too full and
the Samuelites cannot draw upon the Lloyd-GGeorge
Campaign Fand. Apparently, too, the Lloyd-George
party cannot draw much advantage from it either.
Sofar as the Labour Party is concerned, the
proceedings at the forthcoming Party Conference,
unlike those of the recent Trade Union Congress,
promise to be bright and lively. The Socialist League
have very skilfully put forward their propagands in
the form of over sixty reasonod amendments to the
official Party programme, and it looks as though
there is likely to be a really first-class fight bet_ween
the two sections of the Labour Party. It will be
interesting to watch the results of this struggle bet-
ween the “hasten slowly” group and the “Socialism in

 one year” group, as they are likely to be desoribed.

A CUIRWE,
g ——
ESSENCE OF BOLSHEVISM.

LENIN ON BRITAIN. A Compilation with an
(ntroduction by HARRY POLLITT. (Inter-
national Publishers, New York.) 1934. 22cm.
316p. $3-00.

A LETTER TO AMERICAN WORKERS. By
V. 1. LENIN. (International Publishers, New
York. ) 1934, 23p. 5 centa, .

@G108UE CARDUCCI, an Italian poet regarded Modern
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Europe as an old and rotting harridan covering her
wrinkles with meretricious cosmsetica, The experi-
ence of some countries in post~-war Europe seems to
Justify the rather grotesque expression of the Italian
poet. In certain European countries political demo-
cracy was only a thin veneer whioh served to concesl
clags antagonism and the maladjustment of the
industrial system. But industrialism smashed through
the guperstructure of insefficient demooraoy and hence
instead of a virile Europe wae are threatened with a
Europe which promises to expirein a series of revo-
lutionary and militeristio convulsions., Communism
in Russia, Fascism in Italy, and Hitlerism in Ger-
many are mere manifestations of the failure of
political demooracy in those countries o solve eco-
nomic problems and to bring about the contentment
of the masses,

To those who have lost faith in demceracy and
who look upon the Communist experiment in Russia
as a succeseful experiment, the books under review
will have a special appeal. We are afraid thaet Harry
Pollitt, the Editor of ‘Lenin on Britain,' and Alexan-
der Trachtenberg, the Editor of ‘A Letter to Ameri-
can Workers’ have Communist sympathies and take
Lenin’s writings as Gospel truth. It is rather difficulé
for us who may be accused by these Editors as
having a bourgeois cutlook to review these two Red
publications. We are as much conscious of the evils
of modern capitalism as Lenin, though the latfer
exaggoratos some of them. We feel, to quote the
words of Matthew Arnocld, “that modern industrialism
materialises the upper classes, vulgarises the middle
classes, and brutalises the lower oclasses.”” But
Capitalism should be mended by reformist legislation
and not-ended by & violent proletarian revolution.
The British Socialists, MacDonald, Henderson, Snow-
don & Co., are reformisisand to mend the capitalistie
society have gsought the aid of Liberals and Conser-

watives. Why therefore accuse the British Socialists as
* lackeys of capital * and ‘ independent of soocialists ?
In these two publications Lenin calls upon the
British and American workers fo overthrow their
democracies snd to establish a Dictatorship of the
Proletariat., Buf we are gure that Lenin’s teachings
will not be favourably received in Hogland, Lenin
succeeded in Russia mainly because the masses in
that country had been oppressed, suppressed and
depressed for centuries and there was not a modicum
of political liberty in that country. But in England
and America political liberty has been in existence
for centuries and their citizens have shared in the
politicnl destinies of their country. In these
eountries, unlike pre-war Ruesia, dictation has been
replaced by discussion, and force by reason in the
direction of human affairs., When therefore
capitalistic society can be reformed by reasonable
legislation, the call to use force made by Lenin to
British and Ameriocan workers in the books under
‘review will fall on deaf ears.

In its most general aspeots Communism is
founded on Lenin’s interpretation of the writings of
Karl Marx and Frederich Engels, and in the books
under review British and Américan capitalism are
seen through Communist spectacles. Leuin is very
unsparing in his attacks on the Labour Party, Trade
Unions, and LL.P. for their association with the
' social-chauvinists' or Liberals, but we may point
out that what is required of a great leader is not
sentimental emotionalism, but calm thinking, not
silly vapourings but chastened experession, It is
essy to dogmatise about the benefits that will be
enjoyed in 8 Communist society but it is aiso easy to
" doubt whether such benefits will materialise.

Lenin is partly right in criticising the Allied
interference in the affairs of Soviet Rusgia, but may

we point out that it was the Communist preaching
of an International Proletarian Revolution that
made the Allies attempt to crush the Bolshevik Re.-
volution by helping Kolohak and Denikin? It may
be interesting to note that to-day in the fnvitation
to Russia to join the League of Nations, Switzerland
is not a signatory as she feels—and we think ghe
feels rightly—that Russia will use Genava to brozd-
oast her Bolehavik dootrines.

In ‘Lenin on Britain’ there are constant repeti-
tions but they cannot be helped in & book which is
merely a colleotion of Lenin’s writings. The author
has arranged his work not ohronmologically  but
asocording to subject and this makes tha book
eminently readable. The explanatory notes at the
end of the book leave nothing to be desired.

The International Publishers, New York, deserve
thanks of the educated publie for publishing Lenin's
writings, for it is sometimes useful to know how
British and American Capitalism is viewed by its
mortal foes.

M, V. BUBRAHMANYAM,

BRITISH COLONIAL POLICY.

THE COLONIAL POLICY OF BRITISH IM-

PERIALISM. By RALPH FOX. ( International

Publishers, New York.) 1933. 2lem. 122p.

75 centa.

THIS is an interesting specimen of Communist propa-
ganda. Any critioally-minded and well-informed
person who may have leanings in that direction
should certainly study it, and he will never be
tempted in that way again, The method is that of
British Israel and flat earth propagands, which
starts by assuming to be true what is the subject of
debate, and thus hails every stray fact or fancy as a
triumphant vindioation of their contention.

The book devotes three chapters to the develop-
ment of colonial policy, then three chapters to India,
two more chapters to Africa and the Near Eaat
and a final chapter on the working class and the
colonies.

The two authorities upon whom the author
relies for India are Marx and Lenin; he valiantly
attempts to interpret Indian history and economies
in the light of the Marxian Theory. Not only Mr.
Ramsay MacDonald, but also Mr. Brailsford, is
snathema to our author, Miss Vera Anstey is a
“ capitalist * historian, and other writers on Indian
history and politics are too unholy even to be men-
tioned. In these ciroumstances it is not surprising
that the book abounds in misstatements and grotesque
distortions. Thue on p. 10 our author is convinced
that Congress is intimately connecfed with the
frontier tribes. * It is not without significance that
the Congress surrender and the march of the Pesha-
war brigade against the rebel Mohmand trl‘l')esmeu
have taken place simultanecusly.” Tibet is“ a vast
country, nearly as large as British Indis iteelf ™
(in population? ), and “ in the last few years has
been sbsorbad into the British Empire.” On p. 29
it is asserted that no effort was made to relieve the
distress of the various famines of the 19th century,
‘Has our author heard of the Famine Code? On p, 27
wo read that in 1857 the Bengsal pessants * came ont
openly * against the British. On p. 50 we read that
“the stirring up of pogurus{?) of Hindus againsé
Musalmang, or viee verss, has become a complete
art with the British.,” The Cawnpore riots, for
instance, or the Kashmir troubles? All this is in
a book of 122 pages. ]

Our author involves himself in misrepresenta-
tions and contradictions even more freely. On the
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-one hand he maintains that the British have besn
ruthlessly exploiting the whole country in their own
{ specially Lancashire’s interest) and onr_the other,
that they are allied to the Indian induabrls:lnsts.
bourgeoisie money-lenders, priests and vested inter-
ests of all kinds. From the one point of view
Congress is his friend, from the ofher his enemy. Mr,
Gandhi, on p. 74, is said “to have betrayed the
struggle of the Indian masses;* on p. 67 the Con-
grass opposition to Government is & “ farce” and on
p. 18 Congress is “ the capitalist National Congress.”
The book in fact is muddled even from the Commu-
nist point of view. It assumes that the British are
its main enemies in India, whereas logicslly Indian
-oapitalism and vested interssts are really even more
formidable. British oapitalism is based on British
power which any international chance may under-

mine or overthrow, but Indian capitalism is based
not only on the police, but on religion, immamorial,
oustoms, and the inertia of the masses, which ia
graater in India even than in Russia,

In conclusion, we may say that the communist
interpretation leaves out of consideration all faciors
other than the sconomio, Ta discovering the impor~
tance of economie foroes Communist thinkers seam:.
to have been inooulated against all other idsas and
forces, such as nationalism, raligion, custon and
tradition. In the long run this is the fatal waakness
of Marxian Theory. Man doem not live by bread
alons. The British Government and tha Indian

- @apitalist hava bobh been responsible for mueh, but

this is not the book to explain what they ought not
to have done, or to tall us what they ought now to do,

T. G. P. SPEAR.

GOKHALE HALL, POONA,
ME. SE%INIVASA SASTRI'S SPEECH.

The opening ceremony of the Gokhale Hall in
Poona at the hands of Sir Cowasji Jehangir, Bart,,
K.CLE,O.BE. took place on Friday, September 28,
In requesting Sir Cowasji Jehangtr formally to declare
the Hall open, the Right Honw'ble V. S. Srinivasa Sasiri,
Prestdent, Deccan Sabha, said :

N behalf of the members of the Deccan Sabha I
O welcome you most cordially to this auspicious
funetion. It is perhaps excusable that onan occas-
ion like this one’s mind should be allowed o0 go back
4o the origin of thig institution. The Deccan Sabha
was gtarfed in the year 1896 under the distinguished
and eminent auspices of Mahadeo Govind Ranade.
JIn the prospectus which is believed to have come
from his own pen, he describes the circumstances that
led toits establishment and the aims and objects
which it was intended to serve. There is a paragraph
dn it which it would be appropriate on my part to
read to this audience. Many of you may remember
the words of the passage, but there are many
others to whom they will be comparatively un-
familiar and there are thousands in the country to
whom they will be absolutely new. Let me first
read the words to you—" Liberalism and moederation
will be the watchwords of this Association
Now, ladies and gentlemen, within the shelterad
privacy of these walls one may shout the words
‘liberalism’ and ‘ moderation ’ as loud and as often
as one pleases, “ Liberalism and moderation will be
the watchwords of this Association. The spirit of
liberalism implies a freedom from race and creed
prejudices and a steady devotion to all that secks to
do justice between man and man, giving tothe rulers
the loyalty that iz due to the law that they are bound
to administer, but securing at the same time to the
ruled the equality which is their right under the law.
Moderation imposes the condition of never vainly
aspiring after the impossible or after too remote
ideals, but striving each day to take the next
step in the order of natural growth by doing
the work that lies nearest to our hands in a epizis of
compromise and fairness,” In these wise and weighty
words is enshrined a doctrine of abiding value. The
years that have passed have not diminished in the

least their validity, On the contrary, one may wven-
fure to say that the events of the past few days have
added to the significance and practical bearing of
this great teaching, After Ranade the greafest name
among moderate and Liberal politicians is that of my
master Gopal Krishna Gokhale, It will be allowed
by everyone who is acquainted with Indian affairs
that the teaching of Mr. Ranade was carried forward
by his most eminent pupil in the most faitaful and
offoctive manner, It is not for me, speaking in
Poona, to say anything about ths great work that
Mr. Gokhale performed in his all too short 8 oareer;
but I venture o say this, that there is not a day on
which some of us who were his immediate pupils do
not wish that he were alive to give us some clear
guidance in this chaos of opinion and thonght.

Let us hope, ladies and gentlemen, that in this
place dedicated to his name the work that ha did
under the inspiration of Ranade will be carried on
without abatement and the reputation which he left
behind and the faith which he held firmly all through
will be maintained undimmed. It is difficult for me,
exceedingly difficult, to speak as I would like to
speak upon him and his caresr. In my own city of
Madras there is a hall named after him built many
years ago, thanks to the munificonce of Mrs, Besant,
That hail, I am kappy to think, serves a great purpose
in the city. Nearly every day it is used for some
public purpose or other. If it is not a purpose of
public instruction, it is at least an innocent publio
entertainment. That place is filled with portraits
of eminent patriots of all schools of thought and
every variety of political opinion. We are proud
of the Gokhale Hall there, and it is my earnest hope
fhat the public of Poona and the neighbourhood will
meke as good use of this Hall as the hall that
bears the great name in Madras. As far as I can
gather, it is the wish of the Council of the Deccan
Sabha that this Hall should really be public in its
character and should be used by all alike.

Ladies and gentlemen; I am tempted toeay a
word of those to whom Ranade and Gokhale and the
ideas and beliefs which they stood for ave cherished
memories, They are not growing in number or
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vopularity or influence on public movements in the
country as much as we should desire. It is a thought

which occasionally makes one sad. Why is that the |

case? It would take me long, and perhaps I should
weary you, to examine this matter with the care and
patience and impartiality that it deserves; but this
remark I will venture to make, Those that still
remain true to the faith that they have inherited
need not, it seems to me, hold down their
heads or go about as though they were the
bearers of some discredited or obsolete doctrine,
Times change, the character of the sctivities required
from day to day changes, the fortunes of institutions
no less than the fortunes of individuals are subject
to great vicissitudes. We can afford to look at these
maiters not only as they appesr to-day— that is a
great thing no doubt and full of instruction,— but as
they would appear to people of a remote day, when
may be in more auspicious times India will have

moved on, the skies will have become brighter, our !
-destinies may shine forth with greater lustre, and
even the doctrines of liberalism and moderation

which are defined in such besutiful langnage, even
these doctrines will come back into their own and
actuate men’s minds and hearts as they should. Truly,
there never will be a time either here or elsewhere
when it would not bs necessary to be liberal, when
it would be dishonourable to be moderate. 'We may

not be to-day the strength and the force that we wish
to be and that we deserve to be; but, gentlemen, to
quote the glittering phrase of Milfon we may boast

* of all the faithless faithful only we.” There was
a time when moderation was enjoined on all as the
orown and glory of all the virtues that adorn human
oharacter. Shall not that day come again? I live in
the fullest hope that in this land every virtue which
our ancients praised and honoured will continue to
be praised saud honoured, that in this land as of
yore patience, wisdom, farsightedness, justice and

virtues of that order will receive their due and will

bear the rich and " glorious fruit which they have
alwaye borne in the history of our kind.
Now, before I discharge the. very pleasant duty

of asking our distinguished guest to perform this

geremony, may I say, with your good leave, that he
oomeg to us to-day as & sound and good liberal. We

welcome him for his faithfulness to our flag, we wel- |

come him for the courage with which he faces his
electors with the name of libera]l and moderate fixed
upon his forehead. Sir Cowsasji, just as you do us
honour, we wish to do you honour. Go forth and
conquer | Now, Sir, may I request you on behslf of
the members of the Deccan Sabha fo declare this Hall
open ? '
_ Sir Cowasji Jehangir’s Speech,

JIn declaring the Hall open, Sir Cowasji Jehangsr said:

" Iam wondering why I am here to open & memo-
rial to one of the greatest Indians of our time in the
presence of many who worked with him, who fought
with him, who suffered with bim, and wha rejoiced in
‘his. victories while I had merely, nnfortunately for
myself,an acquaintance with Gokhale. Mr, Sastri, you

. on_whose shoulders the mantle .of Gokhale fell are

truly the most worthy person in India to-day, to be

- assooiated with memorials to the man whom you are
pleased to call your master, There are others I notice
on this platform who were also his chelas. Never-

"theless, I perform the duty with the greatest pleasure
and conceive it as the greatest honour that could be:
paid to me by the friends and contemporaries of the
greatest Indian of our fimes,

Ladies and gentlemen, you in the city of Poona-
know the life history of Gokhale. Who am I to-
repeat or to remind you of his great work ? But there
are cortain featurss which it is well te remember,
for in these times memories are short, Gokhale was
born of poor parents, and suffered the great misfor--
tune in the loss of his father at a very early age and
it was left to his brother earning but Rs. 15 & month
to educate the man whose loss we. mourn to-day.

- Just realise what that means, If that brother,
earning but Rs. 15 a month hed not made what was
to him a very great saorifice, there would have been.
ro Gokhale and as I hope to show you there might
not have been many an event nor might we to-day,.
Mr. Sastri and gentlemen, have been in the position
in which we are. I hope to show that within a fow
minutes. If his brother made =& great sacrifice
Gokhale has repaid it by living a life which was a
life of sacrifice and if he was educated with the
lifeblood of his family, he returned it a hundredfold:
to his country with a motto of sacrifice and devotion
to duty.

Now, ladies and gentlemen, Gokhale started his
life a8 a teacher of youth and in that process he so
educated himself that he became a stalesman. His
first inspiration after being educated by his brother,.
was to become a missionary and he joined the Deccan .
Education Society as such. Providence ordained other-
wise and he becams a statesman; but he died a mis-
gionary and posterity will remember Gokhale not so-
much as & politioian, nor as & statesman, but as the
Indian who brought to this side of India the mission.-
ary spirit and sef an example to his countrymen that
s life led on & mere pittance but entirely and absolu~
tely for the good of his people is a life worthier than
of the greatest statesmen, worthier than any life
man can live. But in the Servants of India'Society,
Mr. Sastri, you begin & missionary’s life, but believe
me I know like you, a migsionary may become &
gtatesman, but you and your colleagues like Gokhale
will die missionaries serving the poorest and the
highest in the land.

Ladies and gentlemen, one could go on falking on
Gokhale at great length but I will immediately come
to that portion of his career which is a living exam-
ple in our present times. Was Gokbale a success as

| & politician or a statesman ? Did Gokhale achieve
| anything for his country. in the sphere of politics ?

I, without the slightest hesitation or fear ‘of contra-
diction, state that Gokhale achieved more for &Lis
country in the sphere of politics and statesmanship
than any Indian of his time, He was but only for
two years in the Legislative Council of Bombay and ;
showed such a mastery over any subject that he dealt

with that his collesgues sent him to the Imperfal !
Oouncil and it was there that Gokhale did his life :
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work in only one sphere of the many activities for |

which he lived. In those 12 or 13 years hé was res-
ponsible for many immediate reforms. His very first
buadget speech gave us lower taxation. May I ask
you, ladies and gentlemen, & question whather any
-other line of attack for the duration not of one year
but of five years has given you lower taxation in
any one direction ? Gokhale in the very first year
of his carzer in the Imperial Council showad such a
mastery of his subject that he compelled, it may be
-an unwilling Government, an autooratic Govern-
ment, much more autocratic in those days than it is
to-day, to listen to him and I see many on this plat-
form who have vast experience of legislatures and I
will agk them a simple question : whether they have
.geen not in one year but in five years by merely
speaking, with not a single wvote behind him, with
nothing to help him but his insellect, his logie, his
facts, his figures and above all his simplicity and
honesty to help him, has anyone of these legislators
-spen Government bend befors any man? And they
bent before Gokhale year after year for 12 years and
what was the result? They changed the financial
policy of the country and sbove all before Gokhale
-departed from this world he saw an advance in the
-oonstitutional position of his countrymen. However
small that advance may have been, however insigni-
ficant it may have been felt by some, it was nonthe-
less an advance which was appreciated at that time
and he lived to take part in that advanecs,
Whom was it due to ? It was certainly due to the
<combined pressure of many of our great men, alas,
who are no longer with us, butif any man is to be
picked out amongat theose many the name I would pick
out as the one who did more than any other would be
the name of Gokhals. It may bea thing to-day that
may appear ridiculous to many that we should con-
siderthe Morley-Minto reforms as any achievement,
It may seem ridieulous to talk about it to-day. But
you, Mr, Sastri, remember the day when the legisla-
tures functioned even without the Morley—Minto
Reforms and those who had had experience of those
daysrealiged that an advance, however amall, howaver
insignificant, however trifling, however ridieuled by
some of my friends, was an advance and o have been
able to obtain that advance with nothing to aid yon
but your brain, your logie, your mastery of facts and
your honesty of purpose is & great achievement and
‘Gokhale, the man Golkhale, whose deeds,' whose life,
whose character, has been greatly and universally
sppreciated after his death, was misunderstood by his
-own countrymen and by others during his own life~
time. If is easy to criticise—and Gokhale during his
lifetime was not one who lived without criticism,
Although criticised as he was from all sides, believed
by some of his own countrymen not to have been a
great patriot, sometimes suspected by Government of
being merely a seditionist, it is to that Gokhale that
history will state India owes and will owe its consti-'
tutional freedom, which is bound to eome, whatever
we may say, if not today, tomorrow; if not tomorrow,
the day after and history will relate whatever may

have been said in Gokhale'slifetime, that that freedom |

‘we ehall owe to thal man who died at the age of 49

Cow

but who sacrificed his life to obtain that Treedom for
us, You, Mr. Sastri, have talked of liberalism and
moderatism. There are many of my friends in this
Presidency, nay in India, who believe as we do that
& constitutional, consistent and regular pressure on
Government will achieve fnore in the long run than
spasmodic and revolutionsry sttempts for s short
time, -But believing with us as they do, you and I
know, Mr, Sastri, that they are ashamed of being
called Liberals. I have never been ashamed of being
called what I am. If I have been foolish and people
choose to point it out to me, it is not their
fault, it is mine and if I am a Liberal, that
is to say & man who believes that the best
oan be only achieved for my country by a cons
gistent, constitutional and strong effort, day in and
day out, what have I to grumble about if they call
me & Liberal ? If that consistent, that regular effort,
because it is constitutional, is ealled modaerate, what
haveIto grumble about it if I am called & moderate?
It doesn’t burt me, It won't hurt you, Mr, Sastri I
have experience of what your moderatism means, I
have experience of how you in private  and publie
put your demands. If that is being moderate I ssk
in all conscience why we ghould not beproud of being -
called moderates along with my friend Mr. Sastri,
why, nay ‘with my friend Mr. Kelkar. Why, my
friend Mr, Kelkar is as great, as strong,as firm a
moderate s Mr. Sastri and swayed away as he may
be sometimes, he comes back to the fold and he is the
firat to iead the march back and it is with you, Mr.
Kelkar, and with Mr. Sastri that I merely as an.
humble follower will be proud to bs labelled moderate
if we achieva one-tenth of what Gokhale achieved
during his life-time, one-tenth of what Gokhale left
to past and future generations. Call him a moderate
if you will, eall him a Liberal if you like, it was
Gokbale who gave you reforme in this country; it
was Gokhale who made Indians members of the
Government; it was Gokhale’s work that will give
your legislatures powers that they want and
deserve., Call us moderates if you chooss. Call
Gokhale a Liberal if you choose. You dare not deny,
Liberal or moderate, Gokhale was the greatest of
patricts that Indiacould produce andif his patriotism
led him to the conclusion that the only method of
advancing the interests of his country was what is’
called by my friend Mr, Sastri -moderation
all the more credit to him that he stuclk to his prinei.
ples in order to achieve for his country what he did
within the short space of time destiny had ‘given him.
in this world.

You have read, Mr, Sastri,s para from the

| prospectus of the Deocan Sabha. I would like to

read to you the preamble written by . Gokhsle to the

| rules of the Servants of Indis Socisty and I think if

summasrises what is going to be the politics and the
principles of India of all parties within the next ten.
years. This is what it is: It is known to you by
heart, Mr. Sastri; it is known to many of you, gentle-
men. I will erave your indulgence if I read it for the
information of those who may nof be aware of it.

“Tts members feankly accept the British connestion as
ordained in the inscrutable dispensation of providence for



468

THE SERVANT OF INDIA

[ OCTOBER 4, 1934,

India's good. Belf-Government within the Empire for
their country and a higher life generally for their country-
men is their goal. This goal they recogniss cannot be
attained without yesrs of earnest and patient effort and
sacrifics worthy of the cause, Much of the work mnat be
. directed towards building up in the country a higher type
of character and capacity than is generally available at
present and the advance oan only be slow. Moreover, the
path is beset with great difficulties, There will be constant
temptations to turn back, bitter dissppointments will
repeatedly try the faith of those who have put their hand
to the work, But the weary toil can have but one end if
only the workers grow not faint-hearted on the way.”
That embodies not only Gokhale's principles but
ours, to-day his chelas and we are proud to maintain
that we would not change one word of what he wrote,
that we still without being compelled eling to the
faith he had and to what we believe, as he did. His
is the only policy that will lead to the goal of our
ambition.

Well, ladies and gentlemen, I have nearly come
to the end. As I have said, it is difficult to compress
one's remarks about Gokhale within a short speech.
Gokhsle, as I have eaid, was a great statesman but
the side of his character that will always be most
appreciated in this city will be the gide which
taught his countrymen fo sacrifice their own worldly
possessions and their own materialistic careers
for the good of their country.
said, as a missionary, As I have already stated, he
turned out to be & statesman, He again became a
missionary and started the Servants of India Society
of which he was the first President, the second Presi-
dent was the worthy gentleman sitting on my left
( Mr. Sastri). May Gokhale from above shower his
blessings on the Society which he formed and may
that Society continue to give us missionaries who
become statesmen, missionaries who become orators,
misgionaries who become ambassadors for India such
a3 QGokhale and Sastri and if the Servants of India
Society will give us more Gokhales and mare Sastris,

why, that will have been the greatest work thaf

Gokhale will have done for his country.

I thank you, Mr. Sastri, for the opportunity you
have given me of, being amongst you to-night. I echo
your hope and desire that this Hall may be used
everyday for the most useful purpose that a hall ean
be used. May this . building ultimately fulfill the
object for which it wag built and be & house of learn-
ing for the students of political economy. With the
blesgings of your Society, I am certain that the Deccan
Sabha will succeed in fulfilling that object and
although a hall of brick and mortar it will remsain a
memorial to Gokhale, The greatest memorial can
never be of brick or mortar or marble, it can only
be the reverence, the fragrant memory and love
for him in the hearts of his countrymen,

Mr. Sastri, ladies and gentlemen, I declare the
Gokhale Hall open. .

He started, as T have

DEMOCRATIC SWARAJ PARTY.

Some of the more tmgortant resolutions passed by
the Democralic Swaraj Party tn Bombay on £ist
September are gtven below :—

"HIS meeting of the Democratic Swaraj Party
offers its sincere welcome to the Congress
Nationalist Party for the specific purpose o}

resisting the White Paper and the Communal Award
snd hopes that all Nationalists in India, whether
within the Congress or outside, will put forward their
best efforts in fighting the Communal Award at all
points.

This meeting expresses the Party’s satisfaction
that the futility and undesirability of the policy
of boyoott of legislatures has at last been recognized
by the Working Commiitee and the All-India Con~
grese Commitiee of the Indian National Congress.

Rosolved that the oconditions proposed by
Mabatma Gandhi to the Congress, In his recent
statement demanding certain changes in the Congress
creed, as well as conditions of membership of the
Congress are most impracticable and if acoepted
would result either in the growth of hypoorisy or in
turning the Congress into a emall coterie of persons
jndiseriminately loysl to snd ruled by 8 metaphysi-
cal dictator, thereby making it absolutely unrepresent-~
ative of the nation. This meeting, therefore, calls
upon all delegates to the Congress to oppose those
changes in the open session of the Congress in
Bombay.

Resolved that this general meeting of the
Party acoords its full support to the All-India Anti-
Communal Award Conferenca to be held in Bombay
on the eve of the Indian National Congress in October
next and calls upon the members of the Party to

attend the Conference as delegates, and also in view

of the strong and universal condemnation of the so- .

called Communal Award throughout the country by
Nationalists,  Democratic Swarajists,. Hindu
Mahasabhaites, Sansatanists, Varnashram Sanghsites,
Arya Samsjists, Sikhs, Obristians, Liberals and even

by some Congressmen and Socislists, in short, by '

the entire Indian public, it appeals to all political,
social and religious organizations of the country to
join the Conference,

The eighth resolution says that in view of the
attitude of the Working Committee and the Parlia-
mentary Board towards the Communal Award and
in view of breaches of the Pact by some Congressmen
of the Maharashtra, the Party reseinds the Aney-
Kelkar Pact.
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