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Topics of the Areck.

Berar All-Parties Conference.

THE Conference of the represeniatives of all the
political parties in Berar whi¢h met on 31st March
at Yeotmal under the presidency of Mr. Aney first
expressed resentment at their being excluded from all
deliberations at which their future was to be deter-
mined and then demanded the status of an indepen-
dent province being accorded to Berar in respect of
legislation and taxation. Now it is perfectly natural
for the people in Berar to feel and express bitterness
at the fact that whila every other interest has had a
representative to put forward its view in regard to the
new constitution, Berar has been rigorously left cut,
Butthat they forget they belong with the Nizam’s domi.
nions, that they are legally and juridically subjects of
an Indian State and thatassuch they carry with them
certain disabilities whioch the British Government,
even if it willp, is unable to remove. It is morally
very wrong certainly “ to dispose of millions of sub-
jects as chattels, irrespective of their wishes or will.”
80 was it wrong to frame a constitutionfor the people
of the Indian States without regard to their wishes.

- 'We would of course all have liked both the
people of Berar and the people of the other parta of the
Nisam's dominions, and of Bikaner and Patiala and
other Btates to have been invited to the Round Table
Conferences *in their own right ™ as the Conference
resolution says, though we do not know
that the peopie of Berar have at any time
espoused the oause of the States’ people in general,
But whatever our desire may be, we have to recognise
tl_lat the British Government had not the constitv-
tiopal power to extend such an invitation to the
States’ people, Not only did the British Government
itself plead inability inthe matter, but eminent oon.
stitutional lawyers from British India too expressed

thesameopinion. The rulers of States,they said, might
appoint some of their subjectstobepart of their delega-
tion if they pleased, but the British Government can-
not treat with any of these subjects independently
of their rulers. Coustitutional propriety forbide such
a thing. The people of Berar too are the subjecis of
an Indian sovereign State, and in having their fale
decided over their heads, they have not been
subjected to any more humiliation than was the lot
of other States, British Indians sympathise with
them but, unless constitutional law is altered, they
can give them no relief.

The other demand of Berar is that she should
bave a separate legistature and a separate purse. In
respect of both these matters her legitimeate olaims
have been largely recognised by the Central Pro-
vinoces Government. There is already & Berar Legis-
Jative Committee, and the 8im formula is already be-
jng worked up to in dividing divisible expenditure
between her and the main province. Berar is certain-
1y too small to be s province by herself and if she has
to throw in her lot with the Central Provinces, she
csunot altogether ignore the financial needs of the
province of which she forms an integral administra-
tive purt. Her own needs too have to be fully met,
of comrse, and if, in order to this, a ohange
in the present arrangements is required, it will have
to be fully considered. But the claim toset up house
of its own seema unreasonable.

* * *

The Duty of Good Neighbours.

IT wes clearly demonstrated {n the course of the
Asgembly debates onthe Princes’ Protection Bill that
quite a large majority of non-official members { ex=
cluding altogether officisl and nominated non-official
oneg ) were in favour of giving the Princes furthef
protection egainet attacks from British India—=
protection which even the Princes had not agkad for:
The most obnoxious clause in the Bill is the ene relat=
ing tothe press. An smendment fnirocduced by the
Belect Committee in this elause renders it much less
“pbjectionable, If press oriticisms are founded on
fact and are not intended for the purpose of bringing.
the State adminjstrations into hatred and contempt,
then such criticisms will not come within the scope
of the measure; and unless Government proves that
that was the object the oriticisms will go ecot free.
Even so0,the clause is of. course not from objection.
In thé firet place, journalists will netreceieve judicial
trial in-the. courts, but they will be dealt with
administratively by Government officials. SBecondly,
such assurances 2arry no conviction with the public
at present that innocent people will not be harassed.

The olause found smong its supporters such a
fire-eater as Mr, Ranga Iyer and among its oppo-
nents such mild men as Sir Cowasji Jehangir and
Diwan Bahedur Remaswami Mudaliar, Certainly a
curious phenomenon, Itwas due to a greater realiza-
tion by the one than by the others of the approaching
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féderal anion BstWaen British India and the Indian -

. S8tates, on whioh the hopes of the former for the
attainment of self-goverment so completely hang.
Mr. Rauga JIyer, himself & journali-t, appealed
o the opponents of the measure to bear in mind the

fact that the Siates, so far our neighbours, wers now

to .-become constituent: members of & common
polity, and surely something was due to this new
relationship. It is & common feature of all federa-
tions that the legal protection that is available to one
nnit should be made available to all the rest; and
if British India finds it necessary to proteot itself
against malicious attacks in the presa by spesial
legialation, it is but meat that she should extend the
same protection to the States. The principle of
inter-statal comity reqiires it., Mr. Rangs
Iyer vory forcibly enforced these implications of
federation upon the Assembly members, who were
apparently convinced by his advocacy,

* L ] +*

Unity as Remote as Ever.

_UNFORTUNATELY, as Mr, Sastri observed the
other day, ss often as our leaders tried to solve
the problem of communal disunity, they had the

misfortune to see it left in & more acute and |

apgravated s-ate than before, Tbe recent Jinnah-
Malaviya taiks on the subject too kave had the same
result, It would have been much better if the talks
bad not tuken place or at least if their outcome had
nrot been proclaimed to the world as absolutely ril, as
ia done by Pandit Mslaviva. He issued a state-
ment in which he said tbat there appeared to be no
possibility at the present time of an understanding
Boing resched batween Hindus and Muslims, Nor
was thisall, ' Mr. Jinnah came out with another
statement in which he gave the genesis and narrated
the course of the conversations that had tuken place
boatween himeelf and Pandit Malaviya in such s
an a8.to present the latter in & very undesirable
ght.

e most damaging part of this story, so far as
Malaviveji is conc-rned, is that in whioh Malaviyaji
is said to have snggested a Hindu-Muslim deputation
to wait on the Secretary of State for the purpose of
jndueing him to force Earopeans of Bengal to accept
fower seats in the Provincial Legislature so that
Hindus and Moslems may get the desired number of
seats: for themselves, At the lsst Unity Conference
that was held in Allahabad, we were told unity was
on the point of being achieved, and the way in which
it was sought to be achieved in Bengal was the very
easy way of getting two rival parties to agree that
tha ceacessions demanded by them should be got out
«f ihe third party, who of oourse is not too eager
to fall in with the arrangement. Professor '_I‘oynbaa
Fowesibes how wonderful was the unanimity that
was displayed at the Disarmament Conferanca about
the urgent need for a drastio reduction of alt kinds
of axms, on the sssumption made by each powar that
the reduction could all come out of l_;no other powers
and- not out of iteelf. The people in every country
Balieved, he savs that, “ their own state had salready
eoniributed more than ite fair share (to the elimina-
viort of war ) und that the rest of what haﬁ to be paid

* must come entirely out of foreign pocketa.

Similarly, Hindus and Moslems balieved t:’gat
thiey bad come to the limit of mutual accommodation
and that further adjustment must take the shape of dis-
possessing the Europeans of a numbe‘r of seats which
had been promised to them snd of distributing them
amongst themselves, Undoubiadly, Europeaas have
recoived too largs & proportion of seals, but uni:y
cannot be claimed to have been achieved when it is
decided that Europeans, who wera nof represented at
ghe Cunference should. be deprived of the excess of

g2ats allntted to them. When Mahomedans ask:d how
the declzion was to be implamented, Pandit Malaviya
issaid to have suggasted that the British G yvernment
must {mpose a solation upon the Kuropesns. Ha
might as well have suggesied that general eleotorates -
should be imposed upon the Moslens and thus
spared himself the trouble of holding a Unity
Conference. Kven a H.ndu-M wlim delenie is so
difficult, how ditficalt muit be then a real reconci-
liation betwaen the two conmuaities! Mr, Jinnah's
leandership of the Muxlim Lesague has not brough
this d-tenfe or reeonoiliation any neaer, 88 ssveral
peoplde who beiteved in his natisanlist spirit had
hoped,

L [ ] L ] -
Non-Co Operation ?

WE are rather o ncerned to read the passage in
the Punditji's starement in which he assert that the
Hindus will not accept the gommunal award aven by
implication, Does it mean that he wiil advise the
Hindu community not to work the reforms because
they embody the comninsl award? If it is just
rhetoria intended to Inpress the Goverament
with the perturbstion of his miad at the traatment
which the dirndus bave received nt tne hands of the
Government in rolving the comnunal problem, as
the new Swurajist lesders obviously use rhetoric when
they say that their policy consists ot “rejecting ** the-
constitution, we do not mind very muo.. Politicians
often find it necessary to say a great deal more than
they reslily mean, and wa have certainly no d-sire to
deny to Panditji what we allow to othets. It cannot
really be that Panditji is seriously thinking of non-
o0-operation when everyone else is giving it up, but
wo must give a warning that in oase Hindus interpre-
ted his words literallv and bogcotted the cunstitukion
it would be a great disaster to the country.

And, after all, why does Punditji show sncha
fright at communal electorates ? Fa hus not breathed
a word of dissatisfaction so far with nominatien by
the Princes. He doss not even ask the rulers of
Jodian States to substitute election for nominstion
even after a certwin petiod, He gaily leaves the whole
matter to be decided by the Princes as they please.
Are communal eleotorates so. very much worse than
nomination that he should thresten to non-ev-operate
if the former sre introduced while aco.ping
the latter without qu.stion for all time? In
fact, is not mnomination very much worse than
communsal clectorates? Tue latter one can tulerste,

being & form of eleotion, white noninition, being

gheerly B negation of election, shoult!‘ be intoleral?le.
We do not of courss blame Pandiji for accepting
nomination ; be showed far-sighteduess in doing so.
For, as United Intig ssid recautly, in summarising
the Rt Hon'ble Sastri's recant speech at Kunba-
konam, it is really a cass of ¥ No fed sration without
the States, and, no Dominim Status withoue fedora-
tion. " They would bs kicking against ths pricks who
would resist princely romination, We are therefare
thankful to Malaviyaji for realising this fuer, bat is
not resistance to communat elect.ornl:es_ in the.present
circu nstances equally & oase of .I:ickn_ng against the
pricks? If iosistence on election in the S:atea
would make an all-Indis fetiey;tlon _antil tthe::fo;:
ral responsibility impossible, inilisten
::inxted eleott?:a'cas throughout British India quld
make irpossible even s much nrpaller tbing, viz. &
modioum of reform in British India, Acoeptance of
communal electorates is therefore evea more urgent
than acceptance of nomination. go f_nr s our pew
constitution is concerned, resignation s the virtue to
be practised all sloog; we ean’t piok and.oho 8¢, B8
Paaditji tries to do—at any rate we can't d.o it in
the way in which he dues. 1f one of the two is to ba
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realgted, It in clearly nomination and not * dome

muual electioan,

* . »

C. D. Movement's Purpose.

A QUBETION has been raised by .the Free Press
Journal whether .the ecivil disvbedicnce movement
that was started early in 1932 wes not & movement
initiated with a view to :ecuring the redrexs of
specifio grievances, vig. tho grievences of the terants
of the United Provinces in yegard to tte payment of
rent. The question sssomer great importance in view
of Maliatma Gundbi's sf-tement relating to the eur-
persicn, on the part of all Congressmen except him-
relf, of the movement of civil cisobedience intended
for the purpose of achieving complete indeperdence
for India, The Mahstma has oo ¢bj ctivn to Con-
greesn en launching the movemert for the redress
of any psrticular grievances, The JFree Press
Journal's point is that the prezent movement does
not full under the ben, but really frlls in the cate-
gory of exceptions that Gandhiji allows,

Lookirg to the terms of the resolution of the
‘Working Committee which sanctioned resort to eivil
diacbedier oe, the Journal is undoubtecly right.- The
movement that was then intugurated had no relation
whatewer to the attaioment of swarsj, That was |
never its «bjeat, 1t object wan specifically limited
to the removal of the injustice from which the U, P,
terants weresuffering But compnred to the change
of policy that the Mehatma wants to bring about
tbis is & rmsll point. All that the Mshatma reed

~do is to gay t) at the present civil dirobedignce move-

ment, started for whwtever purpose, shouli be brought
to an end, 8o far as'all other Congressmen than him-
self are concerned, and that no such movement on a
large scale ehould be underiaken for the purpose of
bringing relief 1o a large class of people iike the
tenants of the U. P, This is probably what be has
in mind, and all that is required is that his intention
should be made clear beyond a possibility of doubt,

Articles,

THE MAHATMA'S SATYAGRAHA.

h, AHATMA GANDHI'S action in giving permis-
1 sion to Dr. Apsari and other Cor gresemen to
follow a course of action which the Congress under
its prerent leadership reprobutes was nost puzzlivg
and intriguing 10 people who had no conception of
what wes passing through his mind at the time.
But bis later statement straighténs out the situation
and explains it fully, For at the moment he showed
willingness to let Congressmen enter the Couneils, Le
bad made up bis mind to urge the Congress organi-
sationto suepend, for all Congressmen exceptirg him-
self, its rulirg cfficie]l pelicy of civi] disobedience.
No Congres:man will now be at liberty to perform
what he was so far taught to regard »8 his one reli-

gious duty., The whols of the moral eccde of the
Congr. ss is now to be under guspension; and there-
fore Conressmen muy now as well be sllowed to do
$hings which they were hitherto asked to aveid s
evil aud sinful in themselves, In fact, the entry of the
Jeading Co: gressmen into the legislutures without
renunciation «f givil dicobedienca would bave been
mot only logieelly incongrucus but pelitionlly ireffe-
otive, As we said last weck, the continusnce of

civil disobedience even in name, though not in (fact? .
would have given Government’ a good: excuse to
continne measures of repression, and batween 'a
regular enforeement of the repressive polioy and’
sporadic acts of defiance of the law, the' sountry.
would be seething with discontent and unrest
and the public at large would refuse to take any:
interest in the working of the oconstitution, whether

it be tho present one or the bne thatis in'thé process

of formation. If the Swarajists sre to bave any
chance at all, it was necessary that the eountry
should be brought back to normal conditions by the
di~continuance of the illegal activities of the:
Congress, and not only Swarajists but all constitu-
tional politicians will therefore be grateful to
Matatma Gandhi for the momentous step he has
taken, XEven so, it w uld be too much to hope that,
in the existii. g oonditions, the Swarajists will be able
to achieve any brilliant succees — not at the polls
{which'may be possible), but in the.Councils, Par-
ticularly, 8 modification of the White Paper in the
derired direction is an uiter impossibility, and the
Bwarajists will do well not to build too hizh hopes
on it. Iideed, one doubts whether the formal with-
drawal of e¢ivil dirobedience will not help to relieve
GQovernment of the sort of vague fesr which the
movement, although it has ceased to be an active foroe
for some time, serves to inspire in them, Anyway,
the reforms, whatever they are, will now have a fsir
chsnce, They will not suffer from the initial bandi-
¢ap of a non-co-operation movement whioh mada the
Montagu-Chelmsford reforms so exceedingly unfruit-
ful. If the new conatitution faila to bring content-
ment to the people, as we are convinced it will, it
will be due to the inherent defects contained in it,

Very often, in the case of the Mahatma, itis a
trifle tLat leads him to eff:ot revolutionary changes
in hie plans; ro it has happened, it seems to us, on
the present occa~ion, An old friend of his preferred
the resding of books to the performanoce of the gacl
task., This small incident convinced him that ne
one had grasped the essentials of satyagraha, and that
the movemert must be brought to an end. It appear-
ed to us that there were signs galore, long before this
incident took place, that even in his clogest follow-
ers the faith in the potency of his movement had
dimmed quite & great deal, It was the unanimous
impreesion of all independent observers of the Poona
Conference of July last that most Congressmen hald
tired of mass oivil disobedience and t.ag none
believed in individual oivil discbedionce, which
he forced upon the Congress against the enrnest
entreaties of bis most ardent dizciples, He enjoined
upon all Congressman, good and true, to seek impri.
sonment by difiance of some law or othér and te
repeat the process to the end of their lives immedja.
tely aftor coming out of gaol. The first time they
conld not very well avoid going to priron, but after
their terms expired, they were not in tco gresg
8 burry to niske straight for prison once again
&8 they were ordercd to do, This can be rg. d of most
of the pr.minent lerders on whom Gandbiji relied
to keep up the moviment. Scme difficuity or other
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always popped up, which made them tarry a little
outside the. gaol. Ordinary men would form but
one conclusion from such a phenomenon, viz. $hat
the movemont must ba liguidated, but it made no
differance to Gandhiji, What has decided him mow to
take that course is something to which the average
man would attach little importanoce.

- Ho now wishes to purge the movement of tha
fmpurities that bave come to be msscclated with it.
Satyagraha, as he understands it, is a gpiritunl move-
ment ; it has, however, degenerated in the hands of
hia followera into & purely political or mationslisé
movement, and a narrowly nationalisé one at that.
They like it only to the extent. that it causes
serious embarrassment to the Government which
they want to fight. A disarmed people can fight
Government only by organising boyootts, atrikes,
non-oo-operation movements and defisnce of law.
Congressmen took to this weapon because, in
their belief, it was more powerful, though also it in-
volved graater risks, than the constitutional weapan,
to the uge of which alone Liberals and other non-
Congress parties hava pledged themselves. Congress-
men knew nothing of the superior ethical qualities
which Mahatma Gandhi claims :for satyagraha and
cared even less. If he could invest it with an aura
of saintliness reflected from his own personality
they would not mind basking in it. Bubt they
alwayas folt great mnuoyanca and sxasperation with
anyone who reminded thewm that the fight that they
had to wage with Government must be waged on
the moral plane. To them it was first and last a
political fight, in which all weapons were permis-
sible but eatyagreha was mostto be used bacause
non-co-operation and oivil resistance were likely
to bring Government down on their knees sooner
than others. Mr. Nariman in his interview scouts
the spiritual aspect of satyagraha and says it was
wholly politicsl, and he is typical of the average
Congrassman. Mahatma Gandhi expresses surprise
that in the view of his followers satysgraha consis-
tad only of non-go-operation and civil resistance,
There is no need however forhim io feel any
surprise.  The political side of satyagraha is
represented only by these two phases and they have
pever recognised any other side to satyagraha than
politioal.  Satyagraha, as they understand if, is
one form or another of what is aptly callad Non-
‘Wistent Coeroion. Government, they believe, can
be made to change their anti-national policy by
pressure, and satyagraha is to be prized only because
it puts a much greater amount of pressure on them
fhan the methods of comstitutional agitation. The
Mahatma may epeak of bringing about a ohapge

of heart, ' of persumsion, of strict - abstension from
coerocion, and all the rest of it, but his followers
know that the whole movement is one of cosrcion,
coercion without physical wiolence porhaps, buk
oosrcion all the same, ' o

- Mahatma' Gandhi complains that the mensage
of satyagraha was adulterated in the process of
franamission to the masses through wunspiritnal
media, and for that reason he has now decided not to
let these unspiritual media meddle sny longér with
civil resistance. We cannot be too sure, however
that the contamination does not lie at the source, and
that Mahatma Gandhi himself was not responsible
on some ooccasions for taking the movement om
to unspirituat Iines. Hin advice to oivil disobedienoe
volunteers to raid the salt pans or to ‘hold »
pinch of salt in their fingers till they were
forcibly made to part with it, his determination
to continue the rmevement even if physioal
violence should break out and several other
things like that do not show him as' a leader
who always kopt the spiritual ‘aspect of satys~
graha fo the forafront or evinced a Tolstoyan
horror of the use of physioal force. In the course
of his movement intimidation and compulsion have
been frequently brought to bear by his volunteers on
those who fook a different view of politios. It
may have been the case that he was powerless fto
prevent such aots; but the fact rémains that he lef the
movement goon in spite of them, Whatever may
be pleaded in extenuation for fhese things, there
have been instances enough in which he himself
wag the prompter of the use of physical foroe
against his adversary, which invalidates his claim
for the preaching of the gospel of a pure and
spiritual sort of eatyagraha. Now he alone is
to carry on the movement, If he does, satyagraha,
as he will practise i, has not in it the capaocity of
propagating itself. He considers himself to be on
parole a4 it were £ill August. When, on regaining
his freedom, he will offer civil disobedience, he will
be sent to gaol but will very likely either come out
agaiun on parole to do harijan work, or obtain facili-
ties for doing the work as il he were & free man.
In any case his activities will continue. If he were

-to undergo continuous imprisonment, the sympathy

that the public will fesl for him will probably impel
others to desire to do‘likewise. But, as it is, there is
not much of the martyr’s blood in his case. There is
of course none but would like Mahatma Gandhi to
do harijan work rather than rot in gaol, but the
publie would find it rather difficult to remember,
while he is doing this work, that he is also offering
oivil rasistance. :

THE BANTU ON THE REEF.

*HE race problem in South Africa is one that
riust be tackled sooner or later.' Up to the pre-
aont it has ‘merely been drugged to prew_mt

undue disturbance. The coalition and possible fus}on
of the two European : political parties is the solution
of n 1arge aspeot of the problem, but not the largest.

In fact the Native policy of the two ooalescing par-
ties is vastly different. The Nationalists led by the
Prime Minister, General Hertgog, would like %o
pursue a segregation policy ; the South African Party
under General Smuts has slways been more liberal
towards the Bantu. Hence tha delay in bringing the
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Prime Minister's Native Bills before Parliament is
due to the fact that the support of as large & section
of the population as possible is desired, &nd this
oannot ba had until the spirit of coalition and fusion
has had more opportunity to entrench itself ; until
the oountry can say as a whole, * Now we can all
agrea upon this,"”

Ia the meantimse the problem remains unsolved,

and the Reof—the economic back-bone of South Africa |

because of its vast resources of gold and wealth—
oontinues to rear its head above all possible solutions
and dictator-like seems to say, “ You must first and
foremost and always consider me in any solution of
the Native problem.” Indeed Johannesburg is tha
focal point where all aspects of the problem oentre;
where public opinion is most prevalent and relevant;
where a large proporiion of the more educated Bantu
congregate, and where any practicable solution must
ba approved and endorsad.  For consider some of the
facts concerning this great city and its relation to
the rest of the country.

Fifty years ago it was bare veld. Pretoria and
Potohefstroom wesre the largest towns in the Trans-
vaal, and no one could say the European settlers in
the Free State or Transvaal were ousting the Bantu.
For in those days there were scarcely any thera! In
fact the only portions of South Afriea which the Bantu
could raally eall * Our country * were in the Easfern
Province, Natal, Pondoland, Zululand, Basutoland,
Swagiland, Bechuanaland and small sections of the
Transvaal to the west and north. And in these areaz
the large Native Reserves and Protectorates have
been formed. At first they were large enough to meet
the needs of the population, buf this has since in-
oreased so rapidly that they are quite inadequate, and
more land must be made available. Indeed the Native
Economie Commission Report of 1930~1932 comes to
the conclusion that the solution of the whole Native
problem lies in the Reserves, and it is more than
likely that one of the new Native Bills will deal with
this need possibly on lines of further segregation,
And we agree, provided that it is recognised that this
will only solve ONE PORTION OF ONE ASPECT
OF THE WHOLE PROBLEM, the economic in the
Reserves, Thero would still remain the economic
situation in the towns and industrial areas, and also
the main guestion of inter-racial relations of both
White and Black in South Africa as a whole, And it
is on the Reef that any new relstions must work,
and from tbe Reef that they must be patterned in
other parts with due regard to pecaliar circum-
stances,

On the Reef gold was discovered in 1886 and in
Jess than fifty years one of the largest and fipest
oliies of the world has come ianto existence. In one
recent month alone the cosi of buildings passed in
plan-form by the municipality was over a million
pounds. Cloud-scrapers of ten to fifteen storeys are
rising rapidly and so the whole aspect of the place
is still changing, New mine shafts go down into the
bowels of the earth periodically. The Reef gold
mines pay nearly ten million pounds per annum to
the Union Government in toxes. Such progress is one

of the dramas of South African history, but it is not
all the White man’s work, There are 220,000 Bantw
employed on the minea alone, and nearly ancther
100,000 in domestic service and cther ooccupations,

- Segregate these and where will the mineabe? Or

our dinners? We may smile at this, bul there ara
not 300,000 unemployed Europeans in the whole of
South Afriea!

Already the munioipalities along the Reef ars
pursuing a modified segregation policy in their loca«
tions and townships, and no one can conscientiously
obj:ct to this, Bot if it is & prelude to total segrega*
tion—well, we dare not attempt to prophesy the con-
sequences, It seems ag if the word segregation is the
wrong one, and one more in keeping with what is
being and will be done will hava to be found. Or it
will have to be qualified by 011ling the policy social
segregation, but not economio. Such a policy, ss has
been said, is being pursued by many municipalitiss
and Johannesburg is well to the fore especialiy in a
scheme at Orlando. This is situated about ten milas
from the ocentra of the oity, and has cheap railway
facilities. * Orlando seems to be the outcome of ripe
exnerience in seitling vrban Bantu under hygienio:
and progressive conditions, It is desigaed to cover
3,000 acres of ground, and to house 80,000 people.
Already about 2,000 houses have been completad, and
these are of different types. Each house has a neat
varanda and either two or three airy compartments.
The roofs are corrugated iron and windows of the
steel type, A recreation ground, hall and other
buildings, and a vegstable garden to each home, hava
been provided. The Bantu so liberslly provided for
cannot help taking a real pride in their new homes
and surronndings so long as the Johannesburg Coun-
cil carry out their duty of providing the amenities of
a civilised life to make the scheme attractive. The
Councii is prepared to build houses for Bantu who
cannot build for themselves, and will very seriously
consider applications from Banta who want to build
their own houses. A town hall is to be built, and a
police station estiblished for thewwdministration of
law and Lhe preserving of peace and order. Altogether
Orlando i8 a model township well worth emulating
by other authorities eager to pride themselves in
having in their environs a happy, peaceful and pro-
gressive Bantu ecommunity.” This is very encourag-
ing when one compares it with such a disgraceful
location as the one at Benoni. There filth and erime,
squalor and sordidness abound. At one pariod the
infant mcrtslity rate was over 35 per cent |

We conclude then that in the towns the Bantu
have come to stay. They must, and South Africa
can only realise its fultitment in the co-operation of
all the races, living peaceably and amicably together,
each seeking not its own selfish ends alone, but the
good of the whole community,. To this end there are
many agencies at work preparing the soil of public
opinion, both European ani Bantu, Asiatic and
Coloured. These conduct reereational, educationsl,
social and religious activities and epread healthy
propaganda on these lines. A'nong these on tha Reef
are the churches, the Juint Councils of European and
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gther races, and a very liberal press 5o far us race=
relations are concerned,

Football, tennis and ericket have now a promi-
nerit place in Bantu recrestion on the Reef, ‘The
following paragraph indicates the need that is and
imust be satisfied chiefly in this way. * The decrased

#nler of kaffir beer are not due so much to fllicit

brewing astothe increased inierest the Bantu are
teking In week-end and holiday sport. A wvisit to the
sports ground provided for Bantu would very scon
oonvinoe any person of the changing habits of the
Bantu in this respeet, for the grounds are filled in
the off-hours with young Bantu either practising or
taking part in a mateh, with the older ones looking on.
It is very likely that sport, by providing an outlat
forthe Bantus® energies, will pay a far greater role in
weaning them from excessive beer drinking than the
combined attempts of all the reforming bodies.”

In Bantu education, however, the Reef is by no
tneans prominent, The financing of such edueation
is 8 Union Government matter, while the organisa-
tion is Provincial. Much of the criticism of the finan-
eing of Bantu education is wrongly directed at the
provincial department, which is in reality 1ittle more
than s clearing house which sllocates the funds
voted by the Union government for the purpose from
the Native Development Fund., In the Transvaal
.oub of nearly 300,000 Bantu children, only 78,000 are
in registered government-sided schools. The grant
from the Union government for this number is about
£100,000 per annum, but this has been reduced by
ten per cent. during the past yerr, Hence if compul-
sory education were introduced. the cost would be
raised to about £300,000 a year. If the province
takes over the provision of buildings and equipment
a8 well { which iz at present being done most gener-
ously by missionary bodies), the ocost would be over
£2.000,000. This money ie not available, and so the
present situation can only be eaced by economy and
-co-operation, until such time as the Union Govern-
ment sees fit to put more money at the disposal of the
-provineisl departhent. Very few will welcome fur-
ther taxation for this purpose. The province is fina-
-pancing Bantu education from its own funds to the
-extent of paying the salaries of inspsctors of Bantu
schools and officials cirectly concerned with Baniu
-education in the department. Most of the schools in
the Transvaal are at present understaffed; indeed to
stuff them adequately 1,000 more teachers would have
o be employed, "The real need of Bantu education
therefore is an entightened public opinion especially
on such points as these, Until the public reelises
‘that the Bantu in South Africs are-an integral part
of the population very little can be done. The QGov-
ernment cannot legislate ahead of public opinion,

Socially, migsionary and other bodies are provid-
ing a certain amount of activity for the Baniu, The
Bantu Men’s Social Centre is & club for Bantu
men who can spare the time and pay the ten shillings
por annum membership fee. Indoor and outdoor
games, musio, 8 wireless, gymnasium and Iibrary
are smopg the chicf attractions, Many churches
iearryon night echool -work for men who - have to

labour nll 8ay but who have never had Amplc appor-
tunity. even for primary education. Five -suoh
sohools are under the supervisior of khe writer, the
largest being attended by nearly two hundred men of
dges ranging from fifteen to forty, They are given
the rudiments of education up to standsrd VI, sad
encouraged in their social and religious aspirations.
Bioscops films are shown them each week, the snhool
being one of & large circuit including mine com-
pounds, reflormatories and halls, which obtain the hire
of the films when they have been discarded as
no longer up to date for European sudiences. In the
Patbfinder and Wayfarer movements are the equiva-

“lents of the Boy Scout and Girl Guide movements.

The full status of Pathfinders and Wayfarers as
Scouts end Guides respectively, however, has not yet
been recognised by the latter movements, and in this
way South Africa lags behind other countries in
certain ways not so far advanced. By there means
many Bantu are kept away from such harmful and
lawless influences '&s liguor dens, and given some
satisfaction for their social and intellectual
ambitione,

Inherent in the'Bantu is the heritage of a deeply
religious tribal 1ife and ancestral customs, Heis
truly “ a religious animal.” Some aspects of his
primitive life sre good mnd & powerful force in his
morsl bebaviour : others are as definitely bad. Chri-
stian missionaries endeavour to find practical expres-
sion for the good and to sublimate the bad by replac-
ing it with Christian teaching. But it is no essy task.
Though deeply religious, the Bantu does not find i
easy to adjust his ethical ideas to the new religious
experience he finds in Christianity. It will take
time before Christianity has the same moral power
over him as hie primitive tribal sanctions had. 8o
outwardly Western civilisation has brought aboyt
the moral degradation of many of the Baniv, Never-
theleps Christian missionaries, some of whom are now
elso trained in eccial anthropology, seek with all
their power and persigtence to remedy this evil.

Wo would suggest further that the majority of
urban Bantu have reached the stage that may be
called the awkward stage in the transference from one
culture level to another, just as the average European
youth passesthrough & similarstage soon afterleaving
gchool, The adjustment to the new environment
cannot bs expected to take place immediately. Let
it be stressed, however, that the adjustment is not
inherently impossible. One could quote instances
upon instances of remarkable mentul development
amopng the Bantu, which tbe findings of psychology
and social anthropology confirm. The whole ques-~
tion ifs the best way of assisting this adjusiment,
or to quote from the Native Economic Commission
Report, ** how best o belp the Native on the upward
march toward civilisation.”

C. EDGAR WILKINSON.
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© Our Zarliamentary Lester,

(Fl'om' Our Own Oo_n-elpondent. )
New DeLmE, April 8,
SUGAR DOTY.

A FTER two days’ heated debate over exoise duty
[1 on sugar, the Bill was referred to the Select

Committes on Tuesday last. Government had
taken the wind out of the Opposition's sails by
warning that their financial scheme stood as a
whole, and that any attempt to out it out would
mean that the provinces of Bengal, Bihar and Assam
wonld have to forego the conmtributions. Provin-
cial interests thus clashed atnd stifload much of the
opposition to the two financial Bills before the Assem-
bly. Mr. Hariraj Swarup brought to the notice of

“Government that the provincial Councils had unani-
mously condemned the excise duty on sugar and
appealed to tha House to follow in their wake, and
throw out the Bill. He challenged the Finance
Member's statement aboub the bigh profits made by
the sugar factories and made out that the industry
got hardly ten per oent profit, when all the factors
were taken into consideration. Mr. Morgan thought
that_tha Finance Member was too pessimistic about
the import of sugar and Government could safely
dount on getting perhaps double the smount they
had budzetsd for. Bhai Permanand deplored that the
present Government had no national outiook and did
not come forward to foster & developing indu-
stry; instead they were out to kill the hen that
1aid the golden eggs. Mr. A. Das showed that where-
as the Tariff Board had recommended that after the
deduction of the price of sugar oane the margin should
be Rs, 4-7-0 per maund it hardly worked out now
at Igs: 2-7-6 and the industry thus could not bear ths
sdditional burden of the excise duty. Diwan Baha-
dur Ramaswami Mudaliar referred to the Finance
Meq:ber's remarks about the sentimental pleasures
of tne protectionist policy and pointedly asked whe-
ther the United Kingdom itself did not spend more
than 35 erores for the same sentimental pleasure, 1if
there was any industry that required encouragement
at the hands of the Government it was this, and
curiously enough, it was the very industry that
Government had set themaelves out to destory by such
8 measure. Haji Abdulla Haroon warned Government
that from personal knowledge of the industry, he
had no doubt that within a year about one third of
the factories would close down owing to the impogi-
tion of the duty. Mr. Aggarwal considered it abso-
lutely unfair on the part of Government to impose
an excise dulty at so early a stage of the industry,
after giving it a promise of protection for some years,
He was afraid that a serious indu-trial erisis would
follow if Government persisted in their policy. The
Finance Member in replying to the debate repudiated
the charge that he was killing an infant industry.
Government still held to the poiicy of protection, and
they weore satizfied that their proposals did not deviate
from that policy. The Bill was then referred to
‘the Select Committee.

EXcIse DUTY ON MATCHES.

__ This Biil did not exsite so much opposition as
-did the Bugar Excise Bill, During the debate My,
Joshi pointed out that Sir George Schuster had
-nlearl_y binted that the duty was needed to give
contributions to Bengal and other provinces;
-opposition. in that case would then mean opposi-
$ion to the contribution to those provinces and
thins made the position of members difficult The
‘Fresident, however, ruled thui' & vote onthe Bil

did nok ;mesn.a vote sither in favour of or oppositjon
to the contribptions, but merely on the merits of the
Bill. All the same the assooiation of the proposal
with the contributions to the provinces did weaken
the opposition, no doubt. Bir George Schugter, when
he moved for reference fo the Select Committes, did
not mske s fighting speech ap in the ‘case of the
Sugar Exocise Duty Bill, but merely told the House
that some teohnical modifioations wers required and
they would be dealt with in the Select Commiitee.
Mr. B. Das was afraid that Government would not
get much revenue out of the duty as already large
stocks had besen accumulated in the markets and the
rise in the prices would only put the difference into
the pockets of the middlemen. He and Sir Cowasji
Jehangir asked Government to exercise strioter.
control ovar the collection of excise from the .State
territozies, otherwise the objeot of the Bill would be
defeated, Sir Cowasji asked Government to make
sure whetber their collecting machinery noted effioi-
ently, before they came to the Assembly for more
taxes. He complained that the Government had
coma to the House three times for money when they.
bhad neglected their duty in allowing diversion of
trads by unfair means to some of the ports in goms
of tha States. Members must be assured that every
rupee that was voled was being collected by the
Government, His accusation that Government had

not shown a due sense of responsibility in the matter

was repudiated by the Finance Member when he’
replied to the debate, The Bill was then sent to the
Select Committee, :

STATES PROTECTION BILL,

The States Protection Bitl came up for further
consideration on Wednesdsy last and discussion
remained unfinished when the Assembly rose on
Saturday safternoon. 8ir Harry Haig in moving for
the consideration of the report of she Select Com-
mittee laid emphasis on the fact that mere narration
of facts in the press would not be penalised
under the Bill. The aitack on the Bill was started
by Sardar SBant Singh who complained that Govern-
ment had been lately adding to the repressive lawa.
If the new law did not penalise legitimate ventilation
of grievances against a State, it 88 least did make
it diffieult and impossible. If the States claimrd the
protection the Bill tried to give, Sardar Sant Singh
claimed that they should first improve their auto-
eratic administration and put it on a legal footing,
It was mot the States that stood in need of protection
80 much .as did the subjects of thoss States, Sir
Abdur Rahim failed to understand the very neces-
pity of the Bill when Government possessed suffi-
ciett powers under the ordinary laws, The Indian
Penal Code did make provision for the cases which
the Bill meant to provide sgsinst. Government had
bardly made out any case for emergency in taking
recourseto such drastic legislation. Mr. Neogy did not
thiok that the Bill wouid achieve the purpose of stop-
ping blackmail, for the attacks in such cases were
directed more against the person of the ruler or the
members of the ruling family. He would ba pre- -
pared to support some measure to that end if Gov-
ernment would bring forward one. Mr, C. S, Kanga
Iyer would, however, not care to legislate for the
person of the rulers or the members of their family
unless they became constitutional rulers. He
welcomed the Bill in certain respects, as it wouid
prevent the fanning of commuanal joslousies in the
States, Sir B, L, Mitter explained that the States were
entitled to some protection as ‘our neighbours’ and
Government merely wanted fo protect them
sgainst the mischievous activiiies of certuin persons
in British Indis. Mr, Puri bictterly complained the
autocratic ways of the Princes and he said it would
be hypoerisy to epeak in moderstion about if.
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Maulvi Shafea Daudf fearod that such legislation
would only drive discontent underground and would
be a grester menace to be contended against. He
warned that peopla bad already becoma desperate as
in some States even‘a whisper of grievances’ was
not allowed. Bir Harry Haig replied that as the
sending of jathas had stirred up feelings in British
territories it was in the interest of British India as
also in that of States that such movements should not
develop. 1t, therefore, obviated the necessity of the
States themselves asking for such legislation.

Already under the press laws they bad certain powers:
and they did not therefore introduce any emergency

legisiation. In tbe end he assured the House that the
fear that conferences of States’ subjects would be
prohibited was s groundless fear. The motion was

then passed and the bill was tsken up clause by

clause, Sardar Sant Singh sattempted to gét the
clause regarding conspiracy deleted but failed. He
then attempted to substitute an avert act in place of
a conspiracy being made punishable and also tried to
lessen the punishment but also found little support
and the second clause remained as reported by the
Belect Comtmittee,

O Londow Letter,

(BY AIR MaIlL,)
{ From Qur Correspondent. )
LorpoRw, Maroh 29,

p THE PRINCES AND FEDERATION,
DO not know how far it is known in India, but
I have reason to believe, from the very best

authorities available, that the opponents of the
Indisn reforms scheme hera have racently been
exercising pressure upon:the Princes, or the most
important of them, with & view to arousing their
aiarm as to their position under the reforms, und
urging them to put their case as high as possible in
the hope that by doing ro they will lay down such
embarrassing conditions as to kill all prospeots of the
Federation and thereby of Central Responsibility.
This rather blatant programme of hostility to the
raeforms rather than of friendliness to the Princes
hes, it would appear, signally failed, and the parties
econcered have had to swallow one more snub added
to the many that have been administered to them of
late. Whilst I do not see Sir Henry Page Croft as
smongst those who have rescrted to these very
dubious methods, which sre, indeed, primarily asso-
ciasted with & newspaper that is notoriously opposed
to the reforms, he has, since my last letter was sent,
replied to Sir Samuel Hoare, reiterating his belief
that the Princes are disillusioned and wish to with-
draw their support from the Federation proposals, or
alternatively that they are being compelied to do so
under pressura from the India Office, or as u result of
their support being purchased at a price. He
obviously has in mind the matters to which the
Duchess of Atholl alluded in her questions to the
Becretnry of State, last week, on the status of Berar,
under the reforms, and also the position of the can-
tonments in Bangalore, 1t is an extraordinary men-
tality, tais iraputation of motives by the opponents of
the reforma to us, cfficial and non-official supporters
of them, whilst heing egregiously blind to the fact
that their own motives for opposition are so obvious
and ill-concealed. If they cannot drag in the States
as itlustrations in aid, they will drag in untouch.
ability, child marriage, the Hindu-Muslim problem,
the alleged failare of the Ceylon Constituiion and
any other matter with which they think they can

successfully belabour the Government. They appear*
to be full of resources, but to those in a position to
judge a li‘tle more objeotively & grest deal of this
noisy and malicious opposition sppaars to bo stals,.
flat and unprofitable, c
THE TORY MEETING, e
Sir Samuel Hoare, who was aanounced to apeak
on the reforms proposals at the Bonar Law College
on the 25th Mar, had made it clear that when he
accapted the invitation he had anticipated that by
that date the Joint Select Committee would have
reported. If such is’ not the case he will sirictly
adhere to the undertaking entered into that no mem-’

_bers of the Committee should address meetings on the

White Paper prior to the issue of the Report, This
makes it more difficult for the opponents of the
Government’s proposalsi to charge the India Office
with 8 breach of faith, leaving them freer thaun they
otherwise might bave been to conduct their ususl
anti-Indian propagands. It is as well that this.
temptation should be removed from them as, in any
cuge, it is always easy, when people are busy and
are unable to study the facts, to scare or irritate them
by the puggestion that there has been an sbsence of
;air play or something in the nature of a brench of
aith,

It was by playing upon this psychology that
My, Churchill hoped to turn the tables on the Govern+
ment’s supporters at yesterday's meeting of the.
Central Council of the National Union of Conserva-
tive and Unionist Associations at the Friends House
meeting. Mr. Churchill had given notice of his.
desire to move at the meeting & resolution expressing
“ deep and increasing anxicty at the proposals of the
White Paper now before the Joint Setect Committee,.
and particularly the proposals to hand ovor the
control of the Police to Indian Ministers, and the
introduction of disrchy in the Central Government
of Indis.” The Birmingham Unionist Associsiion,
*“tired of the guerilla warfare which alarmists bring
to every meeting of the Council”, sought to anticipate,
Mr. Churchill by putting down a motion to tha effact
that no further resolutions on the subject of the new
Constitution for India shall be conaidered by the.
organisation until the Joint Select Commiltee has
made its recommedations. It was here that the
question of psychology entered. Lord Fitz Alan, on
behalf of that section of the Tory Party that objects
to what it is pleased to ecall a* muzszling order,”
moved an amendment affirming ** the right and duty,
of the Conservative and Unionist Party to sousider
and discuss tha Indian problem in all its bearings at
sny meeting which its duly. congtituted bodies may:
desire.” This wungrammatical amendment was
supported by Mr. Churchifl, Lord Lloyd, and othars
who protested against being muzzled, Mr, Chuarehill,.
with a cunning that is the natural product of a long
career of Parliamentary tactics, sought to support
the amendment by suggesting that, as the sponsors of
the recolution denied that it bad official inspiration,.
no question of confidence in the Government was
involved. Once again Mr. Churchill and his suppor-
ters were checkmated, for the resolution was adopted
by & majority of 105. In spite of his oppeal Mr,
Churchill could not secure for the amendment as.
many supporters &s on the last occasion when he
entered the field against the Government. Oa the
other hand his referance to the fact that the resolution
had no official inspiration probably induced a con-
giderable number of delegstes who would otherwise
have supported the movement, and who, in any case,
would naturally have been in favour of freedom of
speech, at least witbin the Tory Party,. refrained
from voting. .In adiition a very considerable redud
tion in the number of delegates present, most of whom-
would have snpporied the Goverament propesals, was

\
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wvident on this ocoasion, whereas Mr, Churohill put
forward all his efforts to poll his maximum strength.
By astrong freak of imagination, which reveals him
to0 be the ungrown-up school bo‘y, or enfant terrible, he
<hose to lead the oheering of “the rebels,” upon the
ground that the vote broughé the -numbers of the
parties on ejther side closer together than they had
been before, from whioh faot he derived great en-
couragement for the future, and strong inducement
to_make auch greater efforts as would transform a
minority into a majority against the reform proposals.
“The real fact, however, is that the great bulk of the

_Conservative Party mre quite content to leave matters
as they are until the Joint Seleot Committee reports,
Jrobably a coupls of months henoe. :

THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE,

Whilst Sir A. McWatters, Finanoial S8eoretary to
the Government of India from 1921-1933 in address-
ing the Indis Commiites of the Conssrvative Party
at the. House of Commons this week, expressed the
view that on a number of grounds, all of them of a
financial character, it would be difficult, if not
impossible, to bring the proposed Federation into
<xistance at an early date, The Joint Select Committee
has been sitting regularly examining all the rele-
vont faots surrounding the White Paper proposals,
It is interesting to note that yesterday's Times
editorial, evidently with some knowledge, stated
oxpressly that not oven the members of the Commit-
tee themselves know what form the Report will take
and !:o what extent the White Paper scheme may be
modijfied by their deliberations. The Times does
a public service by racalling Mr. Baldwin's reminder
%o his Party that by its very composition the Commit-
tee ghould carry an extraordinary weight of autho-
rity, including &8s it does three ex-Viceroys, two
recent Governors of Provinces, three ex-Secretaries of
State, and three ex-Under Seoretaries of State for
India, four members of the Simon Commission, six
members of the vigiting Committees appointed by the
Round Table Conference, two Conservative M. P.s
who have had long public service in India, and“a
miscellansous group of such trusted men of affairs
as the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lord Chan-
cellor, Lord Salisbury, and Lord Derby ”, The paper
also points out that it is no fault of the Govergment
that s larger number of their outstanding critics was
not inoluded too, “They had their chance and
refused it”. This. particulsr factor will cortuinly
be brought still more emphatically to publie notice
when th_e_Commit;taa's Report comes up for discussion
and eriticism. It is doubtful whether even Mr.
Chqrchill, who, a8 a friend has said to me, “is 1ess
anti-reform than anti-National Qovernment*, is
beheve@by reason of his contacts sll too brief with
the Indisn delegates atthe Joint Select Committee,
bas had brought home to him some deeper realisation
of the inherent dangers of his attitude towsards the
reforms, and he is likely to become much more cau-
tious from that point of viaw than formerly.

. Therae is an important and instractive paragraph
in the T:'me.‘s‘ editorial, which itis ms wellpa togl:sge
-onrecord. “Those of us who are eonvinced of the
general wisdom of the Government’s policy may wall
hopa that they, too (8ir Austen Chamberlain and
Lord Derby ), have been convinced by this time of
such essential .propositions as, for example, the
-hopel_amness In practice of combining complete
Provincial Autonomy with a completely rigid Confre.
We may also be ailowed to hope that they will not
shrink from pressing for certain desirable, but less
fundamam:z_al. changes in such spberes as the police,
the franchise, and thesize of the Central Legislature,”
The extact bea.l.-ing of this last santence is somewhst
obscure, and it is to be hoped that the Times is
not to be found, in emphasiging that this is not a

* rubber stamp ™ Committee, among those who are
for weakening the White Paper proposals from .Igl‘ao

Indian Nationalist point of view.

OF INTEREST TO INDIA,

The Daily Herald this week has a cable from
its Bombay' Correspondent, reporting amazement in
India of reports appearing to indicate thattheOabi-
net is 'proparing to give way before thae'diehard
ocampanign against the White Paper. The Secoretary
of State  for Indis is stated ¢o have sounded-the
Viceroy as to whether Law and Order oould not ba
turned into a reserved subject in the Provinoces under
the new Counstitution. The aim of this alleged sug-
gestion is said to be to buy off diehard opposition to
the White Paper. It is interesting to note that the
Correspondent reports Lord Willingdon' as having
been “ profoundly shooked " by the suggestion and
to have replied that any watering down of the White
Paper proposals was bound to lead to disorderin
India. He is reported to have added that he would
not care to continue &8s Viceroy if Law and Order
wore reserved. As an addendum to the message the
Sun, the new Bombay daily, is recorded $o have
stated that Mr. Churchill is intending to visit India
himeelf during the summer vacation in order to
mobilise opposition there to the White Paper. ' I
should imagine that there is not & word of truth in
any of these rumours, but if Lord Willingdon should
have received such a suggestion and should have
replied, 28 he is alleged to have done, hie reputation
in Indian Nationalist oircles for high siatesmanship
will have been restored at a bound. As for Mr,
Churchill, if he should be contemplating a monsocon
trip to India, he is more likely to return to bless
rather than to ourse.

Whilst some young Mancheater manufacturers
are leading ‘an attack upon Indian manufacturers,
upon the ground that underpaid Indian labour is
bound, as in the case of Japanese competition, to ruin
Lancashire industry, it is reported that Liverpool
Conservatives are still solidly supporting the Govern-
ment on the question of the reforms, to the extent at
least of suspending judgment pending the production
of the Ssleot Committee’s Report.

In reply to Mr. Hammersley, M. P., Mr. Neville
Chamberlain, the Chancsllor of the Exchequer, sald
on Tuesday that he saw no necsssity for the Govern-
ment to provide facilities for the purchase of Indian
raw cotton., He added that he had no recollection of
having made any offer to advance "£15,000,000 for
the purchase of Indian raw cotion. ’

"An amendment relating to military discipline
in the Indian Air Force is contained in the Air
¥orce Annual Bill issued this week. It regulates the
relations between the new Indian Air Force with an
Indian personnel and 'members of the ~Mili-
tary forces when serving together. A member of
either body is to be treated for purposes of command
and disoipline as if he were & member of the other
body holding relative rank, o

" Now that Mies Neila Cram Cook, who has been
described ad nauseam in nli the papers wariously as
“ Mahtma Gandhi's ex-disciple " and ss“ Blue
Serpent (Goddess ”, has been, let us antiocipate,
happily remarried upon her arrival in New York, Let
us hope that we shall now have heard the 1ast of her
as far as any Indian association is concerned. Ithuas
been placed upon record that her young son, apparent-
ly under a sense of filial duty, has described the
Mahatmna 8s* a grumpy old bear,” with- e]lephant
ears "'—=& hardly recognisable portrait, at which
Gandhiji himse}f will probably laugh aloud,

.Mzs. H, A, L.. Fisher writes appreciatively in
the ~News Chronicle upon Miss Kleanor -Rath-
bone’s book * Child Marrisge: The Indian Mina~
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tour” On the other hand, the Women's Internationsl
Leagne has irsued a new pamphlet entitled * Mother
India’s Daughters ** emphasising the siguificance of
the women's movement in India, Surprisingly there
“ia little, if any, reference, to Mras, Sarojini Naidu and
.none at all to Mra. Subbarayan, though ample and
deserved praise is given to Rej Kumari Amrit Kour,
Mrs. Hamid and Dr. Muthuiuzmi Reddi. The
pamphlet concludes:;“The final deciviona for the new
eonstitution for Indis now rest with the British

.-Parlinment and with uas as elactors, Is it tvo much
to a-k that British women should do sl in their
power to rupport and make known the attitude of
those women of Indis who are working for ail that
stands for progress in their country, and mee to it
that the six mijlion women they want enfranchised
may he pinced on the elestoral roll in the new con-
gtitation .

eviersy,

A CRITIQUE ON PROTLECTION.

THE INDIAN TARIFF PROBLEM IN RELA-
TION TO INDUSTRY AND TAXATION.
By HIRENDRA LAL DoY. ( Ailen & Unwin).
1933, 220m, 304p, 16/~

IT is one of the unwritten laws of economio science

that protective tariff is liable to politieal corruption,

promotion of inefficiency and an excessive burdau
on some—generaily the Jlower-—sections of the
community. The history 6f the American tariff is
both & proof and a warning The Indian Fisonl
Commissio.:, which inaugurated the regime of
protective tariff in India, was genaible of these
dangers and hit upon the formula of * diseriminate
protection” with a view to obviating the abuses
which gererally oreep in under protection. Dr. Dey’s
thesis is des gued to e-amine the operation of thia
formula. He examines the three main industries of

India cotton textile, iron mnd steel and sugar—

whioch even when he wrote had enjoyed a reasonable

period of profection, only to conciude that protec-
tion in our country has been anything but diserimni-
nate. ‘

Mr. Dey, however, puts his case in rather
amibitious fasbion. Arguing in a perfectly correct
way that the protective tarif on consumption
commodities i8 doubly regressive inasmuch
a8 it transfers wealth from the lower to
the  bigher strata of ‘the population, he goes
on to examine the ground on which the Indian
Fi<eal Commission makes out a case for a policy of
rapid indusiriatization of India. He pointe out that
industrialization is pot likely to be an effective
remedy for unempl.yment. Even on the most
optimistio supposition that induetrisl produdtion in
India would double up within the next decade it
would not mean emvloyment for more than 1'6 per
oent, of the population whereas the census fighres of
"1931 reveal B rate of popolation-rise of about 10 per
cent, in s decade. And what if the production is
speadily rationalized? Would it not mean a shrinkage
in employment ! Why not give up this fetish about
indi:strial za:jon and try to bring sbout an all-roand
davelopinent of agriculture and allied occupations ?
Much is mada of the argument that industrialization
would build un the Indian national charscter which
is suffering from an all too literary bias of our
education. But the development of a nationsl
character is nut & miracle to be wrought up within
8 short speli of time, It must necessarily wait upon
the slow process of changes in the mode of living 8o
as to counteract the disabilities imposed by olimate

-a8. well as desp-rooted social and -religinna‘:tmd_i--

tions, vpon thorongh-going alterations in the content-,
snd methods of education, and upon the right develop.-
ment of ‘self-governing politicsl inatitutions. ' The
argument that proteotion leads o the growth of
capital resources makes the damaging edwipsion
that it transfera wealtii from the rural masses "to the
industrial clasges and in fact makes for national
loss inasmuch as the liviog of these Iatter is. expen~.
sive and extravagant. The oase of the' military
induarries must be examined In relation to ihe
problem of Imperial Dsfence and should not be
mixed up with the problems of industrial develop--
ment, ' i
1t is true that we are likely to develop a sort
of mystic faith in the development of industrics as
& solution of our eoonomio ills and, in our efforts to
bring it sbout, to lose sight of the evils it may pro-
mote or of other probiems which are morve or less
equally pignificant. But this need not blind us to
the all too important problem of industrialization,
That industrialization is one of the revolutionising.
factors in the life of & nation ecannot be easily deaied. .
Nobody says that our intellectual and other weaknes—
ses are enftrely due to lack of industrial development,
But to underestiinate the importance of industries.
by pointing to the arricultural nature of our economy
is to tuke » mechanical view of things. For in =
country like India, sufficiently rich in the potentia-
lities of economic development, agricuiture and
industry must be viewed as orgavically related. A
Bflourishing agricniture is a sound asset for industry ;:
industrial development, in its turn, brines about
pignificant changes in the techniqué of ayrioultural
production. Both history and argument seem to
prove that industrialization gives a vigorous tone to-
s nation's life and it should. be agreed tbat India
needs a {air measure of industrial development befors-
rhe takes her pluce in the proud rank of the flourish--
ing nations of the world. ;
But the necessity of industrialization need not
neocessarily mean protective turiff. It hes first to be
decided us to what proportion of the national income.
may appropriately be devoted to the eticouragement
of industrial enterprise, and slso how the burden of
expaenditure should be eguitably distributed
among the difforent sections of the community..
And, again, since protective duties are not the ouly,
nor often the most economioval, way for the promotion.
of industries, other avenues of progress, partioularly
thosa that are oollectively known under the com-
prehengive name of ‘rationalisation’ touching practi-
cally every msupect of industrial organization,
should be explored and examined, and freely
adopted, Finally, Mr. Dey would rationslize the-
method of industrializsation by giving more scope
for the grant of bouunties. In that way the burdens
as well as the benefits to the commun ty would be
both direct and definite. More care would be taken
while making & grant. The administration would
be more careful and rationsl on the one hand, and
more subject to public serutiny on the other, Unlike
the protective tariff it does not involve the inequit-
able distribution of the burden of proteotion smong
the different sections of the community. The burden
oan be easily shifted on to those who directly benefit
by it. And finslly it should be noted that the admi-
nistration of the bounty system would involve nothe
ing more serioue or radioal than the gimple addition -
of a new gpending department to the many otbers,
o. ‘g. departments of sgriculture and publio health,
that are alrssoy in existence, and it can and should
be financed exactly in the same wuy as the othér
departmeuts are, -
In the light of these observations Dr. Dey goes
on to examine the work of the Tariff Board during
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the soven years (1924-31) of its administration, The
result is & severe indictment of the work of the Tariff
Board during this period, P '
® The Indian Tar ff Board (he ooncludea), in practically
" overy important oase where they have recommended
protection, do not sesm to have sufficiently realised the
‘onmulative effeot of proteotive import duiles in their
-reaotion on the agrioulrural and export industries of
ths country, In recommending a series of taviffa in the
lagt soven years, while they have been at considerabls
paing in each oasa to argus that the burden of the tarifl
"inguestion on the average individual is comparatively
small, they have never examined the oumulative burden
~of all the proteotive tariffs on the agrioultural and expors
industries of the oocuntry, nor paused to oconsider whe-
ther these industrios ware in a condition to besar that
burden in recent years of falling prices, shrinking exports,

' and inoreasing weight of interest and debt™ (p. 236).
He supports this conclusion by a lengthny exa-
mination of the three major industries, which is ut
the same time a thorough piece of research. He
traces the history of the cotton industry to show
‘that the industry was making a steady, continuous,
and sometimes even marked progress, that it was
getting an increasing share in the home market and
#hat the foreign competition was not really hampe-
ring its course in an unusual degres. These facts
should have been taken into acoonat before deciding
on the evet-incroasing protective tariff. Of ocourse
appeals for protection are usually sccompanied by
a great array of figures designed to show the financinl
plight of the i.dustry. But Dr. Dey marshalis
evidencs to show that the oritios] inancial condition
-of a great many of Bombay and some of the upcoun-
try mills is due to incompetence, inflation of capital,
extravagant dividead payment, grave labour unrest,
inelastic wage rates, and serious and eometimes
fatal defects in the institution of managing agency,
whioh practioally ocontrols the eotton industry in
Bombay and elsewhers. Thess defzots should not
‘be covered up and perpetuated by the method of
protection but ehould be enrrected Ly a thorough
process of " rationalization,”
. The iron and steel iadustry of India is another
Important industry to enjoy protection. The Tatas
:gtarted their concern without the slightest idea
of the grant of publio assistance and therefore it is
renx_conable fo suppose that the promoters of the
project, having forseen certain logses during the
initial years, were prepared to meet them out of their
own resources. The fact, however, remains that the
Tatas _did ask for protection and their reqiest was
complied with, Dr. Dey is perfeotly justified in
levelllng his criticism on the ground that protection,
in this case, was designed to help a particular firm to
tide over the financial difficulties that had been
br_oughl: about largely, if not wholly, by its own
mistakes. The determination of the *fair selling
price ” was done with reference to the administration
of this one firm, It was, thoarefore, the duty of the
8tate to examine waether the firm is endowed with &

‘saund organisation and efficient management,

The evidence of history as well as the dats of
«omparative cost would strongly indicate that the
protective tariff is neither the most effective nor the
most expeditfous inetrument for the development of
sugar industry in India. On the other hand, as is go
waoll shown by the examples of Java and Hawai, an
Aappropria’e organization for guiding, controlling and
«co-ordinating exceasive and continious research and
experiments on the different phasesof the agriculsure
and manufacture of .the sugar iIndustry will
undoubredly fuoction as a much more efficient and
trustworthy maochine for achiving the desired
development.. Ha would immediately adopt the
soemne outlined by the Indian Sugar Committee

mora than a decade ago for the orgunizaﬁ'ioti“ofa

vepresentative Sugar Board which would promota

and co-ordinate researdh, experiments and
technologioal training through a Bugar Research
Institute and a Sugar School. _

The book ends with & strong plea for “rationa-
lization” and bounties. Baunties ara distinctly pre-

ferable to customs duties as & method of protection.
The resal reason why the Tariff Buoard
as well as the Government of India have fought -

for industrien.

remarkably shy of substituting the bounty system

of protection for import dutiens is that the Government
of India, baving so far failed to sufficiently deveiop -

the direct taxes of the country such as income

tax and death duties, are compelied to sugment the

import duties under any plea whatsoever ; and sinoce
the adoption of a protective polioy by the Lmngi-la-
ture they have in the plea for protection a very h¢lp-
ful and popular pretext for inoressing the revenue

by means of import duties. Dr. Dey might add that the
shyne-s of the Governmeut in developing direci taxes

is easily seen when we remember that 697, of the
capital doing industrial business in India is estimated
to be British,

Dr. Doy has presented his thesis in & clear,

straigntforward and deiightfully vigor us manner,
He writes with a grace witd which Frof Laski writes
his books on polities.

argunent will go home.

P. A. PADHYE.

SHORT NOTICES.

ON RAMA-RAJYA AND THE SLAVE-MENTA-
LITY OF OUR ORTHODOX. By 3. D. NaD-
EARNL ( Samaj Samata Sangh, Dadar, Bombay. )

1932, 24om. 75p. As. 12,

THIS is & well-reasoned appeal to the rational mind
of tbe Hindus (the nominal saddressee bsing Mr.
(GGandhi) intended to rouse it to repudiate all unfair
Shastric authority which sanctions lowiiness of
castes and professions, the degraaati.n of womanhood
and the sin of untouchability. Mr. Nadkarni, who is
a righteous crier in the wilderness, is no irresponsible
breaker of idols, for he will have the Hindus cling to
whatever is irreproachable in their sacred buoks,
There iz nothing nubler for the young Hindus to do
than, azs Mr, Nadkarni fervently suggests, to urder-
take the mission of suppressing all sanctified crimes,
jndignities and false prophets so that there emerges
a Hinduism worth whole-hearted devution., Isis
bootless to expect Mr, Gandhi to take the lead in
cleaning our religious Augean stables of the filth of
ages, for being a victim of religious self-deception,
he hypnotises ull Hindu mapkind into entert-ining
belie!s which are irreconcilable with good life, Hime
self casteless and buman to a fault, he throws his
weight on the side of the pernicious iostitution
onlled the Caste System, For all outward purposes
he is a conventional Hindu, to' whom the Brabmo
Samaj and the Aryva Samajare disagreeable snd who,
while condemning the inhumanity of our religious
conduct insofar as we praciise untouchability,
animsl sacrifice and other abominable customs, teils

a Buddhist, priest with an all easy conscience that the-

priuciples of Buddhiesm are better pre-erved in
Hinduism, This is spirirual muddle or Rama-rajys
in which Mr. Gandhi lives and bas his being. It is
the voung Hindu who by his own eﬂ’qrcs musb
vesoue all that is glorious in bis religionso as
thereby to grant democratio freedom of suiritusl and
gocial comfort to all who are now condemned to
suffer the rigors of unblessedness and pollution.

Woatever Mr. Gandhi’s religions prediections, the

It is to be hoped thas his.
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progressive Hindu must join hands with Mr. Nad-
karni in following the dictates of reason and
humanity that are enshrined in Buddhism, whick is
only Hinduism rendered unimpeachable.
oo _ K. V.R.
1 ]
AN AFRICAN SPEAKS FOR HIS PEOPLE.
By PARMENAS GITHENDU MOCKRIE. (Hogarth
Pross.) 1934, 20cm, 95p. 3/6.

WE generally hear the views of the British Govern.-
ment on its administration in Kenya, of the white
seitlers and the Indian community in East Africs, butit
is seldom that one comes across the views of Africans,
the children of the soil. This very interesting book.
written by an African in the English language, puts
before the publio, perhaps for the first time, the auth-~
entic. views of Africans on the situation in East
Africa, The learned suthor has many interesting
things to say on a number of points. He divides the
book into six chapters :—1 A vieit to Europe, 2 Life
in Kenys, 3 Kikuyu Tribal Institutions, 4 Kenya
under British Rule, 5 Education, and 6 A. Social
Survey in Kikuyu. There is an appendix of the
Memorandum from the Kikuyu Land Board Associ-
ation, presented to the Joint Select Committee in East
Africa. The Committes did not hear the representa-
tions of ‘the Kikuyu Central Association, of whioh
the suthor was the leader, nor did the authorities pub-
lish their Memorandum in the Blue Book. The
appendix, therefore, is all the more important. It is
S.f masterly denunciation of Brifish Rule in Easf
tica,

The author narrates hias experience in a very
interesting simple language of his trip to Europe.
A RBuropean missionary told him and his African
companion on the boat—they were second class
passengers—to stand up . when a European was
gtrolling on the deok beside them ! They replied,
“Jf wa stood up whenever a European was passing
we should get tired before we got to our destination.”
Thers is a pathos in the reply suggesting utter
helplessness before the might of the votaries of the
Christian religion. In Copenhagen some American

tourists tried to prevent the anthor from being served

in a restaurant, but the Danish manager told
them that they oould leave the restaurant if they
objected to his presence.

After the Joint Seleot Committee had refused to

hear the African represonative, 8 few British sympa-
thisers organised a mesting in the House of Commons
to give them an opportunity to express their views.
After the meeting & young Imperialist went up to
the. author and said that he was disgusted fo see an
African speaking in the House of Commons, which
was & place for white men,

The book is replete with interesting and pathetic
inoidents of the nature quoted above.

... Those who are of opinion that African natives
are inoapable of progress, will do well to peruse the
pages of this book. The learned muthor is a living

proof of the innate capacity of the Africans.

8. A Waiz,
Pl -
THE WORK PROMETHEAN. By Jamgs H.
CousINS. (Ganesh & Co.) 1933. 20em. 122p.
. Re.1/8. '
THIS ia one of the few books whose reading is edu-
oation, There are many people who love Shelley in

avague sort of way, taking him for a beautiful
futility, For these Dr, Cousins has glorious revela-

tions to make. In the light of his interpretation,.
Matthew Armold’s eriticism eeems little better .than.
an elaborate .misunderstanding, and Carlye's . re-
marks are exposed as an expreseion of anger due to-
lack of that essential affinity without which no oritie

can pretend to be worthy of the name. As a rule,
the author keeps bis head cool while dealing. with

the assailants of Shelley. There appeara some .losa

of temper only once in the whole book, snd .that in

the following sentence :—** Their age regarded them

( Arnold, Carlyle and the like ) as judges : we know

them now to have been only advooates. ” P

The book is not meant to - begnile the tedium of
weary hours, It abounds in technioal ferms, abstract
and difficulé expressions lit up here and there with
exquisite similes and metaphors, - It will .doubtless.
prove slluring' and evem inspiring to the student,
though a little trying to the casual reader, Withous
it one would find it hard to rise to 8 perfect under
standing of Shelley and his works,

Such a book is & necessary antidote to the pro-
found influence of cortain personalities who, -raising
their prejudices to the dignity of principles, oftem °
judge a poet wrongly and mislead his readers, .

A. H. PADRYE,

SIDELIGHTS ON THE PROBLEM OF INDIAN
NATIONALITY. By ISHWAR NATA TOPA.
( Allahabad Law Journal Press, ) 1933. 20cm.
48p. As. 12,
“IT is a patent fact,” says Dr. Topa, “that the India-
of to-day is suffering and suffering terribly from
socio-political and pseudo-religious causes and also
from the after-effects of false intellectual interpre--
tation of her past history which are hindering the
development of an Indian nationality.” Px.,'. Tppa
has no ocut and dried remedy for India’s ille.
Instead, he makes arapid survey of conditions in
anoient India and has much fosay in favour of
Tslamie rule in India. He has tackled his \.:b).ee'.'. in
a way “uncommon to the present-day historians, and
has thrown out hints and suggestions which, if fol-.
lowed olosely, cannot but indicate a way to the
reaching of & common Indien nationality. This
book ean be recommended to all serious thinkers f.or
its novel interpretation of historical facts and fpr ite.
promise of finding & solutionof a problem which is
harrying the minds of present-day Indian politi-
oisns. .
K. D. AGa.
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