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INDIAN delegates on the J omt Seleot, Commiktee
Jed. by- Mr. Jayakar have «behind them.. the solid
gupport of Indian opinion in the action they tock'in
refusing to examine the representatives of the Indjan
Empire Society.
consists of ‘retired Anglo-Indian administratora of

the most reactionary variety and hopeless British-
.diehards to whom any fiirther political advance’ to-
India {s gall and wormwood, But their opposition to-
Indian aspirations is, really speaking, more thorough--
going. If they were allowed to have'their way,"

they would not hesitate to withdraw from this coun-
try such reforms as have been granted to it during the
lest forty years or so and place it under the unadulte-
rated rule of the British bureaucracy. For, as the
evidence of the Bociety pointed. out, its members
held firmly to the bellef that the: introduction of
democracy into India in any form and even' under
every conceivable eafeguard would be a blunder' of
the first magnitude, They however do not stop here,
It is exiomatio with the Sooiety that any
reformy in India s eynonymous with Increased
corruption and reduced efficiency in administration,
that the better olass of Indian ‘does not care for
democracy and haa nouse for the vote with which he
does not know what to do'and therefore sells it to
the higest bidder,’ To what extent, considerations
of their own parrow national interests influence the
members of the Soclety in atickmg to andproclaimmg
such anachrenistic views, we need not pauvee. to
Inquire.
no cemmen ground between the Scelety's epokesmén’
and the Indian wing of the Joint Select Committee

The Sooiety, as is well known,'’

cratio ™

, Z_the punty 'of tha admlmstratmn Artosa for.theo firser
It ia enough to notethe fact of thers, being’

H‘E YR

B nand no soupe theref ore for the use of tha oonferenoa me ™~

thod to which Indian opinion naturally attaches: great:
1mportanca as a means of evolving by ;mutual:

‘discussion 8 larger and la.rgar measure of . agreament-

between peopla holdmg divergent views with regard;
to the details of the solution of the Indian. problem, .

In the art of mud-slinging the representatives. of the,
Indian Empire Sooiety. would aertamlymat have.

found the Indian delegatas very much inferior, to-
themselves if only the latter werse inclined that way 3,
but the problem ‘before the Oamrmt:l:oe was much)
too senous for. such le\my and., the consequenty
waste of time it would have qu]vad Mr, Jayakar's,
conduct and that of hls colleagaes on, this ooccasion,
lsl1kely to be mterprated in antl—l’.ndxag quarters,

1 as their dJ.smolmai:mn to fa.ee awkward facis, - But

M7, Jayaksr and’ thosa ‘who noted . with hitn may.
rest perfectly satisfied that they will. nop be mism
understood b_y those who, unlike, the w1!:nesses before;
them, are nol: impervious to  light and have,
not ' set tha:.r heart. upon &  wilful dmtortmn oif
facta.

Pecksnittian Purlty. s ' .
THE Pecksniffian uohcltude of Bomo Brmshnst

to secure the purity of administration in India .and®
to protect it from “ political influences ™ is most
pickening, The latest to join this gang of savicurs
of Indian administeation is Mr. H. A. M. Hannay,
the Agent of the East Indian Railway who receontly
pra_sxded _over, the Indian: Railway Association:
Conference in Simla, He defended the creation of
the Statutory Railway Board on' the ground thak
thereby the sadministration -of: rallways would be
kept free from political interference.. The meed:for
such proteotion has dawned on these well-wishers of
India only when it was proposed to transfer to Delhi
a fraction of power now exeroised from London, = Alk
these many deocades when the supreme.control .was,
lodged in London these had no. qualms,; . It is not to.
be* aupposed that sll these _Yyoara an, mdependenh
and’ 1mmaoulate bu:eaucracyh wholly. superior, tp,
and proof agamsl: pohl:lcs.l interforence, was govern-
ing Indla and that with the ,inauguration, of ..}* demos
conh-ol ip Indm. the nausasau.l:phof(preau;rwirlfrlgd

time. ~ The' .buxeauoracyq ithanks towthe ;s exqellant,
tta.dltfon ot’ the sew:ce.; wag, wholly,awhseunent fon
'the’ Seo:etary of State and the British Cabinet, who
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are the oreatures of political. influencea—but of
England. The present concern for purity is not even due
to the realisation that volitical interference was an
ovil, and that if it had been permitted in the past
unwittingly, it should, the moment it was recognised
as an evil, be eliminated,
to retain vast and effective powers in the hands -of
the Qovernor-General, who has to take orders from

the Secretary of State for Indis. British politiosl |
| with the White Paper proposals is that they do nok

influenco still remaing as effactive and pervasive
as over. All that is aimed at by this campaign for

purity is to keep out Indian political influence.
* -» o

No Dominlonhood, but only “‘a limited field.”

INDIA has boen authoritatively assured that the

‘logical outooms of the policy of responsible govern-
ment officially declared in 1917 would be the attain-

ment by her of Dominion Status. Though no time-'
1imie for the mchievement of this goal has yet been

laid down or even faintly indicated, “the broad inter-
a3 Mr, Jayakar pointed

pretation of these pledges”,
out to the Joint Seleot Committes, “must necessarily

mean that the ideal will be reached within a reason- |

able period and not in eternity,” To Sir Austen
Chamberlain, all that Lord Irwin's' declaration of
1929 means is that “we shall do nothing inconsistent

with that, and shall, at such times and In such meas-
ureas we copsider right, advance towards that goal,”

This negative interpretation with the addition of
the rider that “in the meanwhile remove wherever
we are ablo the obstacles that stand in the way of
future advance” commended itsolf also to Sir Samuel
Hoare. Very disheartening as all this doubtless.
is, the only consolation that can be derived from ik

is that, apart from the question of how soon or how-

Iate the ultimate goal is to be reached, the goal itself
is no longer in dispute, at any rate”in responsible

quarters anywhere. Dr. Ambedkar therefors..sug-.

gested its inclusion in the preamble to the Conatitu-
tion Aot, The Seoretary of 8tate’s reply wasg non-
committal, though 8ir Samuel Hoare did not con:

oeal his prejudice mgainst “these’ gemeral ' decla:

rations in preambles. " Hethought 1t was & mattes
for decision by the Committee ftself, adding that no
“question of prinoiple, one way or the other” was
involved ia it decision. With the well-known
natural disinolination of the English people to look
too far ahead, the chances of Dominion Status figur:
ing in the preamble to the Constitution Act appear
by no means too rosy.

Incorrigible optimists or men not given to olear
thinking msy delude themiselves that the White
Paper constitution takes India vory near 'the stastus
of & self-governing Dominjon. Sir Samuel Hoare, the

“suthor of ¢he new constitution, at any rats cannot be.

charged witli endodraging such & belief, by hid acts
or his utterandes. His olain¥ for the dew constitution

is wery miodest; Ho has, ‘a8 & matter of faot, no.
compunoctfon' in admitting’ that his proposals fall’
shord of* Dominion: self-governmet as undsrstood

by the Statuth of Westminstir!' Hé iiakes nd. 'seoret
of thie faot tha¥* the range of subjeoty Is fafrf!
o thie' oorttre- or That ™the ALl (a¢ Cia Gantre) would

Even now it is proposed

1 * in the fulness of time.*

sall |

be a limited field. ™ If hereafter people speak of the
White Paper as entrusting to India » very wide
field for responaible self-government at the federal
centrs, they would be guilty of unquestioned
exaggeration. ,
»

R L

Sell-Developing Constitution !
AN important cause of publio dissatisfmotion

bontainany provision for the development of the con-
stitution into one of a full-fledged Dominion even
_ "The Seoretary of State does
contamplate the constitution to develop. Oaly his
ideas about its development are very different from
| those entertained by public opinion in India, Reply-
ing.to a question on the point, hesaid:
] should have thought the wholes basis of these pro-
posals was a basis of developmsnt. What I imagins, ‘any-
- how what I hops will happen, wiil bs that the two sides
of the (Federn'li Government will work closely and sym-
pathetioally together, that year by Fear the Governor-
Gensral and the Governor will have less and less readon
‘to iitervene in ‘the fisld of his special responsibilitiel,
owing to the fact that the Ministries themselves will by~
ensuring that the ‘rights contemplated in ths field of
special responsibilities are vafegusrded, and thas, - just as
in other parts of the Empire, ag the Governments deve-
lop, 80 powera of tbat kind fall into desuetude, mot be-
,osuse the powers are umnnecessary, but bscause the
Ministries the mgelves oarry those powrs into effeot, and
I hope and belisve that that is what is goingto happen in-
India. In oourse of time, other Acts of Parliament will
bs pecessary, Necessary mors o recognide & stat of
affaiis that i in existénos than to make actually new
changes,: That in the way I hope snd bdlieve the kind of
oonstitniion that we mdimuln: is golng to work in
the oase of India. "

t This reply had reference only to the spacial responsic
bilities of the Governor-Gtemeral, But what -about
the Reserved Subjects, of which Indian Defence id
| by far the mokt- importsns? Will it come under:
populdr control withiri & measurable pdriod ? 8Sir
Samuel Hoare's- reply is flone too hope-inapiring.
Said heron the point:

# T hive alwhys thought shat the problemt of Indiai:
Defcncs deperds; o s gredt sxtant, upon the Indianisa~
tion of Indisn Defence, and thers we are embarking upon-
a programme of gradual Indianisstion. As the Defence
of Tudia becomes Indianised, 8o the particular justifios:-
tlon fob €hs meservation of a Dafonce Department will’
mork and mird ceaze to exist, and the solution, therefors,
of the reservation of Defence, smibject always fo - the rights'
of the Princes under their Treaties; will depend, o & great
extent, upon the progress of the Indianisation of Defence.’”
( Ou¥ italied, )

It may be noted that the transfer of Defence to
popular control is saddled with two conditions: (1)
Completion of Indianisation and (2) Consent of the
Princes. The programme of Indianisation of the
Army at the present rate may take centuries for its
completion; while the second condition makes mattars:
worse, In these. ciroumstanees can publio opinion
be blamed 'if it reads into the above reply of the
Seoroﬁary of State s contrivnnca to relain -control of
Indisn Defeuoe in British hends tl the Greek

KaTends T

——

'y . .
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CONSTITUTION. AND COUNCIL-ENTRY.
BSERVER" in the last issue of the SERVANT

0P INDIA has suggested a new rallying ory,
calculated, in his opinion, to bring together all

the progressive political parties in Indis. Itis fo
the effoot that the White Paper constitution should
bo declined. It has the obvious advantage that it
createa no new parties, splite no exigting parties and is
based on the universal dissatisfaction with ¢the Hoare

constitution. It has the further advantage that in thia |

rejection we shall bave the unsolicited and power-
ful co-operation of even the most hitter opponents
of India's progress, Lord Lioyd, Mr. Churohill
and allthe other dichards of England. If any poli-
tioal cry has the greatest-common messure of support
in India and England, it is the rejection of the ocon-
stitution. It can bring together on'the same platform
Pandit Jawaharlal and Mr. Churchill. Such is the
argument. ‘

Al efforte hitherto have been to try to improve
the White Paper and not to reject It. Various improve-
maents have been suggested by different political
bodies. And some of the. most progressive Indians, |
like Messrg, Jayskar and Joshi, to neme only two, are.|
of the moment serving as Delegates on the Joint
Selest Committes and  striving theilr vtmopt to
improve the Hoare proposals and to resist the onslau-
ghts of the dichards fo whittle them down. They
have not yet thrown up the. sponge and signalled
rejection. Ordinery courtesy, if nol('hing else, should
restrain us from adopting in India a course which
msy add to the difficulties and handicaps of the
Delogates. It may be that the final Bill presented to
Parliament may so far whittle down' the ‘Hoare
proposals that the Delagates 'themselves may advise
thelr rejection. Then will be the proper time to
conaider the proposal. There is no particular hurry
to raise the standard of rejection at thls moment. It
can wait til] the final proposals are befare the country.
In the meanwhile, it is best and prudent to persevere
in the present polisy of trying to improve the propo-
sale and prevent their being whittled down, Thowever
vain that attempt may seem,

It should, bowever, be noted that, while dissatis.
faction Is pretty universal, its incidence and causes
vary enormously. The diehards in England consider
that the Hoare' comstitution goes too far; Indlam |
nationalists consider that it does not go far enough. |
Even the communalists snd special interests are
dissntisfied because it does nof give them all- they |
want in their particular ways. There is no unity of ;
sausa, As for inoidenoo. there are those, particularly
the communalists and gpeoial interests, who, even if i
they do not get all they asked for, are not willing to | 1
forego what they do get under the Hoare constitution, |
Even among the undoubted progressives, there are
those—and they are nota negiigible few——whoare not '
prepared to rejeot the Hoare constitution, notwith- !
standing the many grave defeots in i, because It is,

. like the. proverbial curate’s egg, good in some respecta.
'There are others who think that it “is on "the “whole
‘retrograde and will gladly forego it. 'The‘caunses and

. | the inoidence of dissatisfadtion are not eommon and

-univereal enough to permit of the joirit ‘action pro-
posed by “Observer”, 'If is ‘noteworthy that bardly
‘any influential political organisation has voted for
the rejection of the Hoare oonstitution on its merits,
'though it has been before the public for some months
‘and eeveral politioal gatherings have been held to
cgonsider it

But apart from this, if the project of rejection
should sucoeed and the White Papsr ba withdrawn,
‘what next ?

Do the rejectionists propose to ba content wif;h
-the Montagu oonstitution for an indefinite period of
time or do they foresee any turn of the wheel whiot
:will bring'them a modre auspicious occasion when
'8 'better coristitution, free from the "reactionary
features of the White Paper, will emerge? Under the

indefinite extension of the Montagu constitution, are
things in India or England likely to' change mo
much as to facilitate the realisation of an improved
" constitution? ~ After all that has hsppened during
the 1ast four years,the commitments ‘made and the
hopes and fears raised during the time, is central
. responaibility a practical prop_osii:_ion without fede-
. rafion of almoat the pame pattern as ip now under
oonaideration? Reactionary as the Hoare constitu-
. tion is in certain respects, are theré any hopes on
i the horizon. fhat, after the lapse of a time, a better
. one will shape itself ? 1t is not encugh to reject the

| Hoare constitution; it is necessary to find means to
- gecure s better one..

It will be more fruitful pexhaps
if, instead of rejecting the whole of the White Paper,
- lock, stock and barrel, only such ‘parts of it as are
reactionary are deolined, sa.vmg the progressive
parts, If the proposals for the reform of ‘provingial
governments are an advanoe over the existing system,
they should be saved. If provincial autonomy alone
is demanded evem Mr. Churobill and ’Lord Lloyd
will give it thelr support ; the. communalists in
India will ba content and except the Congress, the
progressive nationalists, like Mr. Satyamurt - will
accept it, if the White Papar or the Montagu oonsti-
totion is the alternative. But 8 w'holesa.la rejection
of the White Paper and an artlﬁolal and’ negative
unity for the purpose seems to ba nalther dasirable,
nor practmable, nor timely.

11

The ocoasion for “Observer” {o make his proposal
of a united- front for rejoction of the ‘Hoare cons
ititution arose from the' oonferences recently. held
4n Pen- under the ehairmanship of Mz, . Jamnades
Mehta, as also the recent moves made by Mr. Satya~
murty and othersto create a new- party.in, the, Con-
‘gress in favour of council-entry ss opposed to ecivil
digcbedience. * Obaerver.” has correctly assessed the
diffculties: that face Mr. Mehés and his friends in
promoting their programme becaunse . of -their own
past history and the commitmenta. of the true-biue
Congressmen. But if *“ Observer” is ome. of

{hiose who had consistently preached to the Congrees
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to abandon mvxl dlsobedlence and work tha Montagu
constitution, it seems  strange, to say the least, that
he ghould turn against Mr. Mehta and his comrades
“as it wera. for doing now exactly what he wmhed

them =l along to do.. 1t is even. more strange that'

he should himself depreca.te the move towards coun-

eil- entry and further seem to favour .direct actmn'f

when the Congress itself has ,pract:cally given it
up. Mr. Mehta and his colleagues deserve the
congratulations of “ Observer,” and in view of the

exceptional diffioultien that face them, hls sympathy‘

too and not & cold douche,

Perhaps there is sgome confusion on the question
of council entry. Supposing the White Paper pro-
posals are successfully rejected, the Montagu consti-
tution will continue, The councils will be thers,
Should Mr. Mehta and his friends and, for that matter,

the true-blue Congressmen themselves, enter them

or boycott them ? If, ms is likely,there ghould be
general elections in the near future under the existing
constitution, in view of the probable delay in laun-
ching the new constitution, should Mr. Mehta and
his friends seek entry into the councils or continue
the present boycott ? It appears to us that the ques-
tion of giving up the boycott of the Councils which
has been the policy of the Congress these many years,
and - of entering the Councils stands on a different
footing from that of the evaluation of the

character and adequacy of the new constitution
or, for that matter, even the present Montagu

constitution. The late Mr. C. R. Dss did not organise |

the Swaraj party to capture the councils because
the Montagu constitution suddeniy becamd acceptable
to him after three years of boycott. He saw that,

whatever be the nature of the Montagu constitution
and however unsatisfaotory and unaccsptable it was
to him, it was in operation and it was being used or
misused by othere and in the national interests, as he
conoeived them, he decided to caplure the councils
himself. Similarly, even if a worze constitution
than the White Paper one should ultimately come
into operation, which the Heavens forbid, and there
should be enough support for it in this unfortunate
country to keep it going, it is better that it should be
oaptured by the nationalists than by the communa-
lists. A bad constitution worked by good people will
do less harm than a bad constitution worked by bad
people. The boycott of a constitution will be justified
in go far and only in so far as it is effective and will
lead to its replacement by an improved constitution,
In India, in the present ciroumstances, with s
multitude of special and anti-national interests, the
true niationalist has but Hobson's choioe in the matter
of working a oonstitution, however bad and unacocep-
table it may be. There is nothing illogical in holding
that the new constitation will be worse than the
Montagu one and still asking the Congress not to
‘boyoott it. On the other hand, it is all the more
reagon why the Congress and the nationalists should
capture the new. constitution, Mr, Mekta and his

comrades descrve every encouragement in their _
1 is it to be taken that the economic interests of the

efforts to bring the Congreas round to this view,
If by rejoction is meant that the Hoare constitu-
tion is extremely unsatisfactory, disappointing and

in gome respects retrograde, sll progressives in India
are already WMnited.and - have made known their
views pretty amphatwally. It will be mors useful if
these progressives jointly formulate the improvemants-
they ‘wish adopted and pross them ou the authorities
in. England oonsistently and persistently till the,
very last moment. But if by rejection is meant
that if the HHoare ‘constitution i3 enacted and
brought into oparation, the nationalists should boycott.
it and give » free hand to the communalists and
the special interests, it will ba a betrayal of the
true interests .of India. If, on the other hand, by
rejection is meant that the existing constitution is
preferable to the new one and that the latter should
be abandoned for the sfufus quo, it is s desperateand’
despondent advice - which will nob receive enough
support to make it effective ; ; it will only drive the

communalists and the other special interests more
firmly into the arms of the enemies of Indian progress

in support of the Hoare conskitution. At all events,
the move is ill-timed, inasmuch as - it will amount

to letting down the nationalist Indmn Dalegates now

in London,

BURMA.

YIR BAMUEL HOARE'S “personal” “opinion
submitted to the Joint Select Committes that
Burma should be separated from India. fairly

soals the fate of Burma. Separation is now inevitable

and it is doubtful if anything that the Burmans can
now do will make any difference.

The remsons given by Sir Samunel Hoare ‘are
however not so convinoing as he thought. He said that
separation was in the interest of Burma and it
accorded with the general opinion of Burma. In
support thereof he quoted the finding of the Simon
Commission, and the resolution of the Burma Legie~
lative Council in 1929, It is worth while remem-
bering that, rightly or wrongly, most of the
anti-separationists had ‘boycotted the Commission
and the Council at the time. 8ir Charles Innes,
himeelf no mean separatioaist, aoknowledged thaé
when the resolution was passed “ most of the anti-
separationists were at that time non-cooperators.”
The last general election spesixlly fought on the
separation issue gave an unequivocal verdict im
favour of federation. Twice subsequently the Logis-
Iative Council declined to give a clear verdict in
favour of separation, notwithstanding official lead
given to that effect, It should however bs admitted
that the Legislative Council failed to give a olear
decision in favour of permanant federation and the
foderationists themselves desired to have the freedom
tosecede at a future date, if they so felt, So much
then for Sir Samuel Hoare's conclusion that *the
general body-of Burman opinion szpports separation,™

In support of his other conclusion that it was
in the interest of Burma, Sir Samuel Hoare stated
that the economic interests of Burma and India were
often divergent. QGranting the truth of his etatement,

provinoes of India themsslves are not often divergent?

1 Are the economic interests of the maritime and the
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fnland, and of tha agricultural and industrial provin:
oes and of provinces and States the a? Is the
divergenoce of economioc interests of Indin and Burma
so much greater than between any two unils in India
herself as to justify separation? The divergence of
economio Interests betwesn certain Indian States and
British India was no mean obstacla to closer federation,
as was demonstrated at the Round Table Conference,

Navertholess, the attempt has been to accommodate -

and find compromises and invite units which arenow
outside to join in. Burma is today a province of
India., Divergence of economio interests did mnot
originate just when there was a talk of a new conati-
tution for India. If Indian States, with no less eco~
nomio divergences, are being invited to join the
federation for the firet time, it seems ridiculous that
Burma, now an integral part of India, should be torn
apart and an economio excuse invented for it

Much is being made of the desire of tha Burmese
federationists to reserve the right to sacede at a futnre
date, It is true that, according to orthodox doctrine,
no unit of a federation should be given the right to
sscede, As far as poeaible thera should bs no
departure from that doctrine, But then, an orthodox
federation is not what is being attempted in India. A
unitary and well-knit polity is being broken up, against
all oanons of political wisdom and expediency. The
Indian States, which are being invited to join the
federdation, are being given Iatitudes and options
whioh make a mookery of federation in the
orthodox wmense. There have been s0 many
departures from the prescribed path that one
more departurs, and a contingent one, need not
stand in the way, though there is much to
be said for the argument that ome inevitable
dopartura is no justification for another avoidable
one and that such departurss should as far as possible
be resisted and minimised.

It is for the Burmans to reslise that the British
anxiety for the separstion of Burma is not in their
intorest; that, on acoount of the less developed politica B
conseiousness of the Burnzans, the British will find it
easier to exploit them than when they are linked
with Indians; and that the separation is to the interest
of Britain on acecount of the oil, minerals and other
eoonomic wealth of Burma. It is best for them o
throw in their lot with' Indians, particularly as they
are not to get & better mand more progressive con-
stitution for a separated Burma. It is as well for
them not o press for the right to secede at & future
date. If and when separation becomes urgent, they can
make out a case and solioit the general consent of .
the other units of the federation for it. At the
moment it is a theoretioal remote contingeney, which
only causes immediate trouble. On the Indian side, it
i best that India agreed to giving Burma the right to
secede as & special oase, mccept one more departure
from orthodox dootrine, in the hope that the exercise
of the right is & distant and improbable countingency
and that if the contingenoy arose, it were part of
politioal expedienoy to permit an unhappy and un-
willing unit toseparate pescefully ratherthan compek
it to remain in, just to conform to orthodox political
doetrine.

1f, apart from the violation of political doctrine,
there are other and more practioal disadvantages to
both India and Burma by separation at a later date,
they are no less if it takes place today. ‘Whether
Burma breaks off from a unitary state now or the
proposed faderation later should make no difference
from that point of view. If India should bs guided
solely by Burmese opinion in this matter of 20pa-.
ration, it should again make no difference whether
Burmans decided to separate today or later.

AN ALL-PARTY PLATFORM.

ANDIT MADAN MOHAN MALAVIYA deprecates
the formation of parties within the Congress

( like the Demooratic Swaraj Party proposed to

be formed by Mr. Jamnadas Mehta ) in order that the
dissenting sections may compel a ohange in the gov-
erning Congress poliocy. Probably Malaviyaji him-
self desires a change in this polioy, though not in
the sense in whioh Mr. Jamnadas Mehta desires it.
But be will do nothing to break the solidarity in the
Oongress. He is convinced that things are going and
have been going ill for this country in England at
the constitutionsl disoussions, so that the new system
of government promises to be in sssence * the present
system in some respects in a worse form." beouuss
of the disintegration of politioal forces in India, The
supreme need of the hour is therefore in his opinion
s re-establishment of that unity whioh was so effec-
tive in combating the reactionary influences in Eng-
land at the time of the Simon Commission, but which
bas since been steadily breaking up, with the result
that there iz a rapid deterioration in our politioal
situation, A split in the Congress must therefore be
averted at all casts, but it is not encugh to maintain
unity in the Congress ranks; this must be made only
the starting point for bringing about a wider unity

among sll the progressive groups in the country, The-
first move however must be taken in the Congress, so-
that, united among themselves, Congressmen may,.
by proposing an acceptable programme of work, rally
al} the other groups of advanrced politicians to theme.
selves,

Panditji has himself formulated a programme-
which he thinks is calculated to achiove this end,
He will submit it first to the All-India Congress:-
Committee, of which a meeting is apparently going:
to be summoned, and having obtained its spproval,.
he will plaoce it before other pariies. Now, what can.
such a programme be which all parties can unreser~
vec}ly join in carrying out ? The first aim of suoh a
united programme must obviously be to stop the rot
that .haa.sat in in connection with sonstitution-
making in England. Tke Congress is no longer tak-
Ing a part in this business, it is true; bug it cannot
afford to be indifferent to. what is going on in the
Jom!: Committee at present or what will bhappen in
Parlga_mant later. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, in his.
inspiriug message to the country, not to be ooxntent
to wor_k for a nationalistic swaraj, “preferring marely
home interests to foreign interests,” but to strive for
scoial and economic equality within the country it--
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3 elf; not after swaraj is obtained, but here and now,
-says Incidentally . “ The Round Table scheme is al-
most dead as Quesn Anne, and hardly deserves
notice.”™ Unfortunately the scheme is not at all
dead, but very much alive and kicking, and our firsg
concern must be to see to it that it i3 dead and then to
give it & decent burinl. Congressmen too will treat
the scheme contemptuously at their peril, Ouly the
rigidity of the oonstitition should be enough to make
them turn their snergies to it, leaving aside every-
thing else. It is both unamendable and unrepesnlable
in future, Once they allow it to be imposed upon
India, no amount of civil disobedience or soul foree
‘that they can put forth afterwards will be of any
avail. As a matter of fact I am firmly persuaded
-that, after the new constitution comeg into force,
civil disobedience on an exfensiva scale will become
almost impossible. And this for two reasons. First,
those who will offer it will be handled with an
-unhesrd of rigour in repression by the Indian Minijs-
ters who will then be in charge of law and order
everywhere, Second, under the new dispensation,
Indiang will be at any rate nominally and outward-
ly in contrel, and the satyagrahis will then lack the

inner urge to fight Indians such asthey now have in .

fighting the foreigners, even as no,satyagraha is
practised at pregent by Congressmen in Indian States
where misrule is at least ten times worase than in
British India. The peculiar weapon of the Congress
“will thus fail in their handes when they will begin o
apply it under the new regime. They must therefore
‘take an interest in the constitution that it is proposed
to foist upon the country and bestir themselves, in
-conjunction with other progressive groups who also
think that the comstitution is not only disappoint-

ingly meagre but in substantial respecis reactionary,

to rid themeselves of it if possible.

Only on this basis, it seems to me, will unity

be possible.

thinking of proposing “an economie and political
programme "’ “ calculated to command the support of

all honest and earnest patriots.” There is no such
programme which will be acceptable to “all honest

-and earnest patriots.” There will necessarily be a wide
divergence of opinion even among peiriocts of the ap-

proved pattern over every single item of social and
economic policy. The first question that will divide
them is whether they should not for the present
concern themselves with wresting power from the

hands of the foreigner, reserving to a later date the

distribution of that power among the different classes

of our own people. Pandit Nehru has just raised it

prominently, and there is as little unanimity about

it among Congress patriots as among others. If by a

miracle we all came to the conclugion that we must

strive mimultaneously to get rid of the injustices

practised by swadeshi as well as bideshi tyrants, the

queation will then arise what are the kind of arrange-

ments that justioe requires and by what means they

can be brought into force. As ofteu ag these questions
are raised, differences of view will show themselves,
and the differences will not run along party lines
-@ither. They will cut across the existiig division
of party, since parties are based at present mainly
on the attitude which one takes towards the foriegn
Government. One who is reckoned as a radiesl
at present in politics may well have to take his
place among oonservatives on social and economio
questions that will hereafter come to the fore and
probably there will be as large a proportion of social
tories in the ranks of the politically advanced Con-
gress as in those of what are now known as Moderates
and Liberals. Such diveraity of views is only natural,
If we expect to find only men of advanced thought
in social matters in India because India is struggling
Aaor political freedom, in England which is already

But Pandit Malaviya is apparently,

fr-ao there should only be men of backward idehs,
socially, which however is obviously absurde

The conoﬂsion to which this discussion leads
is that if it is desired for th® moment to attain
unanimity among politicians in this country, it
would be fatal to raise the questions which Pandit
Malaviya seems to raise in the programme which he
is going to put forward befora the All-India Congress
Committee. Unanimity can however easily be
reached if we foous attention on getting the British
authorities to sorap the reforms on which they are
working at praesent. HEven here we ought to be
careful not ¢o bring in matters which are not strictly
germane to our immediate purpose. We must cease
all talk about improving the scheme, for improve-
ment is outside the range of practioal politics, We
must not worry about the White Paper scheme being
whittled down. We must nob involve ourselves

~either in Council Entry or Council Boycott, leaving

each party free to decide upon either course of action
at the proper time if unfortunately we do not succeed
in having the echeme laid aside. Provided we take
these precautions, we may expect a fair amount of
success in presenting & common front in the eolu-
tion of the most urgent question, For only those will
nof be abla to join in such an enterprise whe think
that the White Paper has something substantial to
offer which it would be folly to forego, and that
what it now offers can be -subsequently, enlarged by
Buitable amendments in the constitution. I do nok
believe that there arer many such; at any rate, I
have yot to meet & person who denies that the
constitution will in effect be closed to future
amendment. Anyhow if there are such people I
would eay to them that, instead of denmouncing it in
unmeasured terms as they often do, they had better
begin educating public opinion in the undetected
virtues of the Hoare constitution. But there inay be
some who would like to have the constitution stopped
if possible, and yet who may have grave doubts
about the awvailable political strength in the coun-
try being sufficient for the attainment of the desired
end at this stage, Tosuch we may say that nothing
is lost even if we fail. OQur failure will in such a case
be anyhow less than that which will be cur portion if
we go on talking about making an attempt to improve
the White Paper scheme. My suggestion for a com-
mon programme, a programme on which both Con-
gressmen and non-Congresemen can wholeheartedly
unite, will therefore bejust this: let us do everything
we can to get British statesmen not to proceed with
the Hoare constitution. )

OBSERVER.

Onr Londan Letter,

(BY AIR MAIL)
( From Our Oorrespondent. )
LoNpor, Ootober &.
ANOTHER DIEHARD DEBACLE.

OME of the Tory diehards must be praying to be
saved from their friends if not from themselves.

Sir Henry Page-Croft has hardly yet recovered
from the faux pas that he oommitted in trying to
force an anti-(Government pamphlet on India upon
the delegates to the Birmingham Conference early
this week, and for whioh he received a tremendous
castigation from » number of the looal Party organi-
sations, and from the Party Headquarters, Sir
Henry, however, a8 & bluff soldier onght to be, is
thick-skinned .about all these things, and professed
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great surprise that his well-meant efforts to prejudice
-the Indtan Reforms scheme, as outliged in the
‘White Paper proposals,and the Secretarffof State’s
-alucidation thersof, gshotzld have beea received with
80 much open suspicion and hostility, The end of
his troubles, however, was not then, He was foolish
enough to make s number of statements in his
pamphlet on the history of reforms in India from and
inclusive of the Montagu-Chelmesford scheme, so full
of inacouracies, omissions, over-gtatements and dis-
tortions as to make it an easy task for Sir J. P.
Thompson, now the most energetio memher of the
Union of Britain and India upon the -basis substan-
tially of the now reforms scheme, to prove in the
gcolumns of Tha Times that the redoubtable dichard
was a mere baby in these matiers, that he did not
know his facts, that he had hardly mads any intel-
ligent . ebudy of the history and the eircum-
stances of oconstitutional events in India during
the last pixteen yesars, and that he was really
incompetent to domore than say vehemently, loudiy,
and brusquely, if at some lsngth, “I don't like re-
forms in India, neither do my friends. We don’t
think that Indians are fit for anything else than
direct British rule for untold deomdes. The Gov-
ernment are focling the counfry into helieving that
Indiane are fit even for partial self-government, and
thoy are therefore destroying the foundations of the
British Empire. _Therefore, 1ot us destroy all chance
“of these reforms.

Nor was Sir J. P. Thompeon's castigation the
end of Sir Henry Page-Croft's discomfiture. Eager
for the fray, sensitive to the prestige of himself and
his colleagues, if indifferent to the sonsitiveness of
Indian Nationalists, he had rushed in with an
smendment to & harmless resolution, in which he
sought to anticipate the general debate on India set

»down for to-day by endeavouring to secure a vote of
osnsure on the Government on account of their In-
dian policy. ‘The amendment was never reached, or
to be more strictly correot, the Party managers had
geen to it that the resolution against which the
amendment was aimed was side-tracked, doubtless
to the relief of Lord Lioyd, Lord Wolmer, and their
followers, who were looking forward to taking the
centre of the stage themselves this morning.

‘ The debate opened on Lord Wolmer's motion
whioh began by stating that the Conference “ancords
its oconfidence in the National Government” and
went on to reoord the apprehension felt regarding
the White Paper proposals concerning finance, de-
fence, polioe, the welfare of the Indian people, and
trade discrimination. The motion was seconded by
the Marquis of Hartington. Both of these gentle-
men are heirs to Peerages, one being next in line to
the Xarl of Selborne, Lord Salisbury’s brother-in.
law, and the other to the Duke of Devonshire, An
amendment was moved by Sir Thomas White of
Liverpool, proposing that the words of the resolution
after “National Government” skould be omitted, and
that there should be inserted thereafter “and congra-
tulates them on the suoccess of & policy of maintain-
ing law and order in India." The emendment then
urged postponement of a decision upon the reforms
soheme until after the Seleot Committes have report-
ed thercon to Parliament. Lord Lioyd who this
woek refused to listen to any “damn nongssnse™
about pacifism, strongly supported the motion, whilst
Mr. P. J. Hannon, M, P, Lord Elibank, Mr, L. S.
Amery, and Lord Fitz-Allen spoke for the amend-
ment, Lord Howeand the Duchess of Atholl, nobly

. supported by Sir Henry Page-Croft, joined Lord
Wolmer. As was expected, Mr. Chamberlain who
wound up the debatein favour of the amendment,
had little diffioulty in persuading the Conference to
regard the motion as being in substanoe a ohallenge

to the Government, mnotwithetanding Lord Wolmer's
heated protest. Me. Chamberlain pointed to the faos
that to the Select Committee had been committed by
Parliament the task of reporting to it as to the lines
upon whiob, in its opinion, an Indian Reforms Bill
should be framed, and that they were now being
asked to prejudge its recommendations. As to the
dangers mentioned by the Governmeat’s opponents,
these had been foresesn, and the safeguards had been
carefully devised against them which were now be-
ing examined in the most pareful detail by & respon-
gible body. “In view of the agitation that is being
conduoted outside, you cannot doubt that what you
are being asked is really to say that you will not
have responsible self-government at present, but you
confine vourselvesto some form of provinecial auto-
nomy. That is what it comes to.” In the eircum-
stances, notwithstanding Lord Wolmer's reply, Mr.
Chamberlein had no difficulty in persuading the Con-
ference to reject the motion by more than two to one,
the figures being for the amendment 737, against the
amendment 344, Doubtless the discomfited oppo-
nents wiil try to assuage their anguiabed feelings by
taking a census of those delegates who, for one reason
or another, did not vote. It oould not have been
many, )
IN FAVOUR OF REFORMS,

Ag I wrote Iast week, it would be s mistake to
suppose that all the retired Indian generals are sup-
porters of the O’Dwyer-I.loyd Leagne, which re-
minds me that Sir Mickael O'Dwyer and Sir John
Thompson have, eince their famous encounter some
months ago at the East India Asscoiation,. bsen
careful not to oross swords direofly, probably as an
act of mutual courtesy in memory of days gone-by.
It is noteworthy thab wheresa Sir Michael has gone
consistently further to the right since his retirement
from India, Sir John Thompson, who remained behind
andWwho.ebserved the current of events there st close
quarters, has preserved an attitude of friendliness and
sympathy towards Indian national aspirations, based
upon a realistic appraisement of their strength and
meaning.

Another ex-civilian, Sir Hugh Macpherson, for-
merly of Bihar and Orisea, who retired some seven
years ago after thirty-five yesars’ servioe, has come
out strongly in favour of the reforms; and he has
roundly told the publie. that nation-wide boycott is
more than an act for the bayonets reoommended by
the Generals for holding down India, and that no-
thing would be befter caloulated to achieve dire re-
sults that they professed to fear from the adoption of
the present reforms scheme, than the succees of the
present agitation fearing and raging all over the
country, pursued by the India Defonce League. Sir
Hugh'’s letter to which considerable prominence has
been given is a vigorous defence of the Union of Bri-
tain and Indis polioy and deserves careful eonside~
ration.

THE JOINT SELEOT COMMITTER,

The Joint Select Committee on Indian Rsforms
resumed its sittings on Tueaday, with a fow words of
weloome o the Indian members from the Chairman,
The Committes then procesded with a further exa-
mination of the Seoretary of State for India who
was accompanied by Sir Maloolm Hailey and Sir

- Findlater Stewart. The subjeots mpon which Sir Sa-

muel Hoare gave evidenoce have been the Public Ser-
vices, and the White Paper requirement of previous
sanobion to legislation, central and provincial. Yester-
day afternoon Sir Alan Anderson, on behalf of the
Asgociated British Chambers of Commeroe and other
trade organisations in this couniry, completed the
evidence on commeroial discrimination and other
subjects of business interest, These proceedings hava
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rot yet been published at the time of writing, but
thoy are believed to have been somewhat more re-
actionary than the corresponding evidence given by
the British Chambers in India, It is strange how
comparsatively remote British merchants here are
‘from teslities in India, and how elow they are to
learn from their countrymen-there, It is as well
that some of the Lancachire cotton leaders should
have gone to India in order to meet prominent Indian
,business men face to face, and discuss with them
actun] problems of commerce and industry instead of
mere theories,

I gather from conversations with Indian members
of the Committee that they are none too cheerful as
a8 repult of the week’s proceedings. Several well-
known parsonalities are badly missed, and in parti-
oular one whose name is a houeehold word among
the members of the staff of Delhi Congress papers.
Tt is to be hoped that a more cheerful note will be
struck by the remaining delegates, and thst there
will be a closer co-ordination of effort, in view of the
fact that with the asbsence of prominent Indian
Nationalists, the forces of resction in the Committee
have been proportionately strengthened. Iam in-
formed that advance copies of Sir Tej Bahadur Saprn’s
Memorandum, with notes of support from Mr. Jaya.
kar, Mr, Joshi and Mr. Rangaswami Iyenger annex-
ed, have been received this weok in London, As this
Memorandum will be presented to the Committee
from a colleague and member, and not by way of
evidence, it is as yet uncertain how and when it
will be publicly circulated, It is possible that its
oontents may not be published until after the Report,
with annexed documents, is presented to Parliament,
Tll)m procedure on a matter of this kind is somewhat
obBeCUre.

THE CANADIAN CONFERENCE,

The non-official Conference held in Canada
recently of representatives from Britain, the Domi-
nions, and India, reems to have had certain advant-
ages from the Indian point of view. I understand
that the status of Indians in the Dominion was
privately discussed and eympathetically viewed, and
that the question has thereby been advanced a stage
further, Ancther point that was emphasised was
that, whilet regional matters might best be handled
by the Empire countries most nearly concerned,
where they impinged vpon international interests it
was very desirable for the Empire units to act in
conference, in crder to secure the most favoursble
results even as regards rogional interests, Yet a
third point was brought out, namely, that whilst the
same statua of internsl independence was desired
for the great nations of the Empire, anything like a
standardised constitution would not only be umnae-
ceptable but unworkable, in view of the separate and
different internal problems of each, I am informed
that the relations among the various national groups,
and within the Indian group in particular, were of
the friendliest, and that as regards the Indian group,
an Indian point of view as distingnished from a
racial orac\ommunal one was throughout emphasi-
sed, notwithstanding the »veried composition of the
group.

LONDON, September 20,
THE TORIES AND INDIA,

What they sometimes call the *reptile Press™
of India has very little indeed to teach the Tory
diehards and their organs in the Press in the way of
vilifieation, vituperation, and political trickery of all
¥inds. For example, this week the Daily Masl assured
fts readers that the Government had already decided
vpon pubstantial modifioations of its consti-

-gutional policy, with a view to- conciliate their.

opponents in the Conservative Parly, in view of
the forthcorping Party Conference at Birminghaw,
The incredibility of the statement at this juncture
was patent; but that did not prevent some of the die-
hards from assuming its accuracy and congratulating
themselves thergon for purposes of propaganda in the
Tory party st large, It is to be supposed that the Go-
vernment are well aware of the ignorance and stupi-
dity of most of their supporters in the party organi--
sations, for they hastened to fusue s prompt disclaimer
on the ground that the official polioy could only
be disclosed after the Report of the Joint Seleot -
Committee had been issued, and had been considered
by the Cabinet. That is, of course, not toray that
there may not be some dotting of “ i's * and crossing
of “t's ", nor is it to assume that if the Party hosti--
lity becomes, as it is not yet, formidable, the Govern~
ment may not be compelled upon political econside--
rations to agree to some kind of compromise that
would in effect be a whittling dowu of the proposals
contained in the White Paper. However, the point:
is that at the present moment the India Defence
Leesgue 1is out for propeganda and is seeking.
to ocapture the constituencies, and it is quite
willing, both fo inspire and to make wuse of
all sorts of tendencious reports in the Press and
otherwise, Their latest cause of offence has been the
fssue by the League of a letter to membera of Conser-
vative Associations, usking them to do all that lies in-
their power to see that delegatas to the Tory Party
Conference next week may support the attitude of
hostility to the Government programme taken up by
the League. This endeavour to influsnce the Confe~
rence by seeking to pack it with anti-Government:
delegates has been strongly -resented by the Unionist
Parliamentary Committee on India, which yeaterday
issued a statement of protest agminst the League’s.
methods and tactics. Sir Edward T. Campbell, M. P.,.
the Chairman of the Committee, is obviously voicing
the views of a very large seotion of the Tory Party
when he desoribes as not heing cricket endeavours to-
anticipate the Report of the Select Committee, which
as I intimated to you some time ago and is this week
confirmed authoritatively, ianot expected before next
March, with a Bill to be introduced at the earliest.
in the late auntumn of next year,

One rather funny incident in these devious man=~
oeuvres is the suggestion of a Tory Peer who fs &
member of the India Defence League to two other
Peers, both members of the Leaguse, that they shoul.d‘
endeavour to obtain admission to the last _Gouncll-'
Moeting of the National Union of Conservative and-
TUniorist Associations. This unfortunate Peer, how--
ever, in his enthusiasm on behalf of the gocd cause,
forgot that neither of hig colleagues was eligible to-
attend ms both were Liberals. Even that sounds-
queer,

THE MAHATMA'S INFLUENCE,

The Manchester Guardian today contains a very
interesting reference to Mr. Bhulabhai Desal, who is
presently expected back here from Geqeva, a_nd wl.m,
during arecent visit to London, in an interview with-
a member of the Guagrdian's staff here, disoussed the
proceedings of the recent Poona Conference.of Con~
gress leaders, and who describes a resolution that:
was passed thereat requesting Mr. Gandhi to seek an
interview wiith the Viceroy, in o;der « to explore
all avenues of conciliation, ss being . not & mere
matter of policy but a sincere and genuine gesture of
good-will onthe part of the Congress.” He regarded the
manner in whioh the Government of India misrepre--
sented the purport of the Conference and the !a.nguage
used by them bo turn down the request as being suoh,
as had the inoident taken place betwseen private l'l;ldi-
viduals, “would be olearly regarded as insulting. Ib.
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- almost looked as though the Government of India oF
the British Cabinet had given up their earlier pro-
fosged dosire to gain the co-operation of (ﬁhgre.ss'in
the working of the new .constitution. Mr, Dasal in-
siats that not only has the civil disobedieace move-
ment not failed, but thas it. has sooceeded in its his-.
torio purpose namely, * to rouse the minds of the
Indian masses to the desire for freedom and to prepare
them to make the saorifics required for the cause.” In
his view a temporary inactivity should not be taken
by & thinking mind as the failure of the movement.
i quote textually Mr. Degai’s soncluding words.

#If the attitude of the Indian Government had been
.conoilintory there would not have bser any difficulty In
ooming to a reasonable onderstanding. The failure of the
Government of India to noocede to any Fequest for disons-
sion . while the hostilities wers definitely suspended
oroated the real difoulty, and this is the true explana-
tion of the deoision which has been arrived at for oalling
off mase civil disobedience. : My own feeling is that the
Government of Indis fully realise that the success which
their Exeontive are claiming is more apparent than real
and it i» not too late yet to bring about' some means of
oonciliation, for,: after all, merely collecting taxes and
polioing the couniry oan hardly ba called real government,

“The inactivity of the.oivil disobedience: movement
should not bs mistaken for a suppression. or destruotion
«either of the Congress movement o ite ptinocipled or of the
wide and deep influence which Mr, Gandbi has on the bulk
.of the pecple in India, Whatever be the disagreements as

to the personal or spiritual views of life of Mr, Gtandhi, |

it is not likely to affeot his politionl infuencs, beoause it:
{8 net founded on any single politioal question. or issue.
Mr. Gandhi's influence reats not on any particular issue or
question bus upon the broad basis of the geueoral awaken~
ing of the cansoience of the Indian peopls to the valus of
ﬁ':iedom and the necessity of saorifics in the attainment

o ll- N . . 1

TWO INTERESTING PRONQUNCEMENTS,

In connection wish the reforms, two pronounce-
‘ments of considerable importance have- been made
during the week, One is-by Lord Bingley, bettar

was a membar of the Simon Commispion. - He ocon=
4ributes an article in the Ootober issue of Homs and
Hmpire, from which the following extracts are taken =
* We have besn pledged again and egain to give India

& democratio form of government. It s right to say
that we must now honour our pledges and try & constito-
tional experiment. Any altsroasive plan of diotatorship or
bayonet rule is out of the guestion for the moment. .. The
great defect of the present system of Government in India
has been that in the more important fields of administra-
ton the Indlan Legiaiatures had no real responsibility,
exoept In the rathor minor matters dealt with as trans—
ferred subjsots 10 ths Provincss. The Government of India
oould in reserved aubjeots frams its own poliey, and in
“many ways i§ might have been batter if there had besn no
disoussion in the Logislatures, for it has so often con.
dentrated on an attack on Goveromens poliey involving
them in no kesponsibility or any alternative poliey

of their own..,,., The only chanoe of ssouring that
-Indians shall eriticiss with a fuller sense of responsibl-
lity ia to make shem responsible for the results of their
oritieism. Thus the present seadenoy Ia for sleoted bodien

to critioize severely police action as administered by she
Indian Government in evacy oase. I is for thia ‘reason
shas the Simon Qommission saw the nesasslty of giving to
Provinsial Governmonts the oontrol of their own police

through & Minister responsible to the Provineial Counell,” |

On the same day as this appeared there was
~published a letter from General Sir W. C. &. Hone-
Xkor, formerly of the Southarn Commsand in Tadia,
-and who now writes from the offioas of the Union of
- Britalo and India) Criticising the eight retired

military men who recently wrote to ‘the Pross to
remind Mr. Baldwin that Britain could- still hold
Indis, and that “if and when the White Paper propo-
sals are put into foree without modification, the Army
becomes Indianized throughout, andthe polise, rail-
ways, post and telegraphs have been' handed over to
entire Indian control, the danger of our Inging Indis
will arise,” Sir W. Heneker points out that the White
Paper makes no such proposais, but adds that the
gradual Indianization of the Indian Army hds been °
supported by practically every Commander-in-Chief
who has held office in India in recen} years, and he
quotes in farther gupport: the specifie recommenda-
tions of the Simon Commission. - Sir W. Hencker's
sonclusion is valuable 5 i ' :

* Ap India whioh is keld only by foroe wonld not be an
asget to the Empire bat a constant drair upon the United
Kiogdom, A hostile India would be valueless for trade.
And if Iodia is not to-day, in the opinion of the eoight .
Generals, * aunited and virile nation® no weasurs could
be caloulated to make India such & nation than the ate

- tempt to hold it down by what the signatories call ‘an
alien military force . Whatever solution of the Indian
problam of government may be found, it is certain that
there oan be no permanent solution sither by force or by
offering to India & schems 30 restricted that it would be
ecoepted by no single party or community in India, and
would leave us the problem, which we have not hitherto
‘had 'to face, 'of governing India without Indian
assistanoe ", o . ' .
"GOPAL KRISHNA GOKHALE.

The Y. M, C, A, Publishing House, Calcutta, has
issued several valuable books describing the life and
work of & number of builders of modern India. The.
series already includes Dr. Tagore,’ Justice Baneriji,
and Mahatma Gandhi. Toit Mr, John 8. Hoyland

| has now added a life of Gokhale, in which he covers

the ground upon the basis of Mesars. Natesan's
edition of CGokhale’s Speeches, Principal 'Shabani's
Monograph, Dr. Paranjpye’s little life, and‘ Professor
Raju’s small biography,: as well as original letters

 lent to the author by the Servantsof India Society.
-known a8 Colonel G, R. Lane-Fox, M, P,, when be |

Ancther suthority referred to is Professor Kale's
Gokhale and Economio Reforms.” This book which,
has nowreached here will be gladly- welcomed by
his many friends, who will naturally turn as soon as
possible to the author's final chapter on Gokhale’s
place in history.” Hoe is of opinion that Gokhale haa
not yet come into his own and thst “probably
another generation will have to pass—and what is a
generation in the long stream of India's history #=—be-
fore it begins to be recognised how immense ware the
banefits which this College Professor conferred upon
bis Motherland.” It is a noble: tribute that Mr.
Hoyland pays to the many and varied parks that this
great son of India played during his lifetime. Doubt~
less the book will bo widely - reviewed in India;
whother or not it is so here, it will be widely read
among the many still surviving who enjoyed his
friendship or who in one oapaoity or another had the
privilege of cotlaborating with him and serving
pome of the many causes to which this noble man
dedicated himself through the whole of his strength
and oapacity. S

SHORT NOTICES. .

ISLAM AND MODERNISM IN EGYPT. By’
CHARLES C. ADAMS. ( Oxford Univ, Press ) 1933.
230m. 283p. 6/7. : . C

IT is ususl to regard Muhamadan sounntries as proofs
against any kind of progress and as ocentras of con~
servatism and reaction. This belief must have re-
ceived a rude shook when Turkey under the guidance.
of Mustapha Kemal Pasha threw overboard all those

B
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4natitutjons that had stood in the path of her ad”
wancemont. But the great changes in Turkey have
Tbeen the result of the developments which have been
teaking place in Islemic ocountriee since the begin-
ning of this century. The learned author of this
splendid ook deels with the Modern Reform Move-
ment in Egypt in the first decade of this century.

In Egypt the Reform Movement was inaugurat-
«d by tbe Grand Mufti, Mubhammad Abduh and its
object was to free Jslam from tbe sbackles of orthe-
doxy and reconcile it with the scoientifio ideas of the
‘West. The initis]l impulse to the movement was
given by the Bayyid Jsmal-Din-al-Afghani, s
ncted exponent of Fan-Islamism. Before describing
the Reform Movement, the author rightly sketches
the carcers of. mester and disciple,
Afghani and Muhammead Abduh gothatthe funda-
mentsl principles of Egyptian modernism couid be
better understcod. The anthor next deals exbaustive-
1y with the doctrines of Muhsmud Abduh and points
out how his Reform Movement has resulted in an
intelleciual and litersry Renaissance and movements
for eociel reformm and political advancement. The
wark inaugurated by Abduh was continued after his
death in 1905 by bis principal agsociates and by the
Mansar Party, a party which wes influenced by his
teachings and which indentified itself with hia Re-
form Movement. The author discussep at the end
of the volume the influence of Abduh on some ad-
vanced Egyptian thinkers.

The book is the only English work deeling with
the trend of Islamic thought in modern Egypt and
ig written in a readable style by an erndite scholar.
1t is the fruit of much original research and long
thoughbt. No serious student of history should fail to
read it thoroughly.

M, V, SUBRAHMANYAM.

INDIAN CURRENCY AND EXCHANGE WITH
ITS HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT. By
8. B. SEN-GUPTA, (The Student’s Popular Depot,
- Karachi) 1932. 20cm. 312p. Rs. 3/-
INDIAN Currency and Exchange is & pubiect which
hae slways rcused the keenest interest both among
the professional economiets snd the general publio,
Tn spite of this wide interest and the large number
of publications that bave been issued to’ eatiafy it
there is & standing need of a book which will, while
doing justice to the historical part of the study, bring
the currency developments up-to-date. In a study
of such an ever-charging problem ss currency and
exchange it is very difficult for writers to keep abreast
of the asdvanoing theory and practice. It must be
eaid to the credit of the author of this book that he has
succeeded in maintaining the proper bistorical and
theoretical perepective. The reports of the eeveral
currency ccmmiitees snd ccmmissions have been
ably presented by Prof. Sen-Gupta and we feel assur-
ed that his book will eexrve 88 a geod companion to
students of Indian Currency and Exchange. The
sirangement of the book is eminently reuited for a
text-bock on the subject meant for fresh students.

D.G. K.

Aiscellancons,

THE SYKES VILLAGE UPLIFT SCHEME.,
MR, G. K. DEVADHAR'S NOTE.

HE publication of this Brochure on Village
‘Improvement embodying therein the ideas of

His Excellency Sir Frederick Sykes and his
QGovernment on the subject of Improving .the

Sayyid Jamal.

oonditiona of life in villages .will go a great way imn:
alarifying the idess on t¢his problem of immense
importance and will give a great impetus to clearer
thicking thereon,

2. I have been asked by four or five depart—
ments of Government of Bombay to submit my
views, suggestiona and criticisms, if- any, on the
subiect matter of this ‘Brochure and I am, therefore,.
attempting here a brief statement embodying some-
of these 80 as to represent the highest measure of
pgreoment on them smong the various oolieagues
of mine in several crganisations with which I bappen
to be vitally oonnecoted at the present moment and
with regard to the work of which I am brought in
contact with the gseveral departments of Government
of nation-building character.

3. 1 propose to offer a. few suggestione and also-
add a few oritiociems; but before attempting to do
that in brief I would make a few preliminary ob--
servations with regard to the nature of this subjeot.
Tkough the problem jis not new the push and the
impetus given to it by His Excellency the Governor
Sir Frederick Sykes by his parsistent advocaoy are
novel and belpful to the workers . in the field and are
calculated to rouse enthusiasm in those who were so
far slow to recognize tha importanoe of the subjeot.

4, His Excellency the (overnor, therefore, i
entitled to our best thanks for the vigorous advocacy
which be has been carrying on for overa year eo
successfully-and systematioally. This is an all-
important sand all-absorbing problem today ; and it
mugt be clearly understood that it is a very com-
plicated problem and its. solution is' not quite simple
and, therefore, it cannot be rushed because there-
are many diffioulties in its way, It depends upon
a number of factors on which its ultimate suooess.
tests.

5. His Excellancy has proved himself a most
powerful propagandist snd his example, therefore,
deserves to be copied by several respongible officers.
of Government in .broad-casting these truths and
earrying the valuable advice down fo the villages and
other central piaces where helpful forces and faciliti--
es are geen to.exist and could be easily availed of by
means of suitable propaganda which is the first great
need in making advance towards the goal. Nom-
officials who are keen on the solution of this problemn
have salready been roused and will not be slow to
understand its significance and co-operate with the
officials in this common purauit.

6. Federation for Rural Uplift of British and
Indian Princes' Terrilories. In working out the Fed-
eraticn by means of co-ordination of efforts in simiiar
directions that are being made in British territories
and in Indian States great care will have to be taken
in adjusting these efforts. In apy case the linking of
the Indian States with the British territoriea at least
in matters relating to Rural Uplift activity is very
desirable and likely toprove very profitable. Such
an adjustment could be brought sbout by means of
a_composite or & joint board of responsible workers
in these respective spheres. ,

7. Organisation on All-India wide basis, It is true
that a few provinces in India had already. stolen a
march over this Presidency whioh has thus to make
up & good leeway but the methods followed in Punja:b
snd O, P. would not have answered the purpose in
this Presidency, taking into consideration the men-
tality of the people. If the motion to ba-taken in the
promotion of this problem s to. be, looking ko iis
vastness and jmportance as His Excellency puta it
in his foreword to this Brochure on its pages 3 and 4,

- not only on a Presidency-wide basis but on an _All-

India wide basis. My view is, now that agriculture
is one of the trapsferred subjects snd several heads
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wof Provinoial Administrations are passionately keen
<on pushing on village improvement in their respective
areas, the central Government or the present Govern-
ment of India oould bs persuaded by ministers in
oharge of these subjeots to call a Qonfereucs for a
discussion on some of the aspaots of this problem on
:a nation-wide basis through the Imperial Counecil of
.Agricultural Research, inasmuch as such a step is
more likely #o eolarify ideas with regard to the orga-~
*nisation of these efforts on & country-wide basis. I’
bad had slready s talk on this subject in February |
last with some of the high aathorities of the Govera-
‘ment of India in Dolthiand I wasled to think that it
‘would be easier forthem to move in this matter if
:suggestions to thab affuct wara rescived by them from
-4 or 5 Provinoial Governments that are keen on push- |
ing this work and would like to have the benefit of ,
knowing the various points of oontact between Pro-.
vinoces and of coordinated efforts,

. 8. Bpecial Department or Specialised Agency,

Moreover, the work which is to be etressed in bring-
jng about improvement in conditions of village ‘life
7ia more or less of & very strenuous nature and - wouid !
#ry the patience of the most tolerant workers toiling
dn the fleld. Basides, it is of a speocialised character
‘1ike the work carried on by the Co-operative, Heslth,
-and Soout Departments, If no spevialised service or
& Dapartment be brought into axistence even for the
purpose of bringing about a co-ordination of efforts
.mnade by the various' Deparkments of Governments,
'the work will not succeed and no tangible rasults
would ba geen to flow therefrom, Need for a specia-
:lised high olass officer with & regular staff and funds
must be recognized as has now been done by the
‘Government of Punjab by their recent appointment
‘of Mr. F, L., Brayne of Gurgaon fama as Director
-of Rural Reoconstruotion,

9, Groups of villages asunits. Thera Is snother
‘palnt of a general applisation whioh I would like to |
-emphasize at this stage and that is that eonsidering |
'the very large number of villages in the whole .
-oountry numbering about 700,000 {( seven hundred ;
thousand) and the comparative poverty and backward-
ness of mauy tracts and the Inbabitants residing |
therein, it would be ultimately found more fraitful
and economical to begin the work of Rural Uplift |
in groups of villages asa unit and not in e single |
or a solected villaga, This point has been apacially
anade by Dr. Butterfield from America in his reports
on village organication based upon his experiences
in India and countries {n the new far East, to the
Christian Missionary Council for the benefit of those

mi;mn that are working in the mphere of agri-'
o : .

10. Nesd for Social Reform Propaganda. Anvhow
Oo-operative Sooleties of the typa known. in the
Punjab as “better living Sooieties” have not prospered .
in this part of tho country. What waas iatended to.
be achieved by starting them in that province has
mors or less been ssoured in this or other paris of
India by oastes or sommunal organisations aiming.
at raising of the general level of thought and life, IF,
therefors, substantial results are to be achieved along.
this line sovinl reform propagands must precede the:
formation of any organisation,

1%, ..X do not propose to dogmatize in. offeri |
the Io}iov}in'giritiois;a. ‘ i "6

It {n nb use fixing Gp any arbitrary order of work-
to bo undertaken. Similarly, it would be ' & mistake.
to attend too many things at a timo at one place
except perhaps to meet all kinds of needs partially

. and to satiafy all kinds of tasten, ’

|

12. Voluntary and papzdar-baais fqr organisations

a nationwide organisation or Provinoial organisation’

vovered by & nat-work ora ohain of organisations,

‘offiofal in oharacter, all efforts in that direction being
- generally followed in starting this ohain of organisa-

servants working in their respeotive araas should be

| taken on these Committees as a rule as ex-officio

members more or less in their advisory capaocity, buk,

. They must be eligible for any offize slong with others'
but should, as far as possible, hold no position’ of

{ responsibility or power on acoount of their official '

position. The grounds to ba urged in favour of this

raoti, “ iIs the weakest link of the chain * on acoount’
of his being unable togive any guarantea of oconti-
nuity in his oase a3 Government .servant, baing sub-
jeoted to the nesds and the requirements of the Admi~
nistration or tha Department which heas the firat claim -

him from one place to  ancther wherescever the de-
partment’'s convenionce necessitates his transfers

the 7th of Octobsr 1933, while writing on the appoiri-
ment of Mr. Brayne, observes as follows by way

13. A warning end a lesson. The: paper says
“ To bagin with, Mr. Brayno knew that his .ability
to do anything in Gurgaon waa limited in time by -

] the length of his Deputy Commissionership there. He,
therefora, started with an . excesdingly orowded pro- .

gramme, involving such vastly different though
connected items as the better eduocation of girls
( * train the women,” @aid Mr,’ Brayne, and ‘the
village will uplift itself " ), the digging of 8 mshure
pit for eaoh viliage in order to improve sanitation,
the provision of large numbsers of Persian wheels:
to take the place of the ancient charsas or leather
briokets, the introduction of° masses of improved
ploughs, and the purchase at grest etpense to thée’
distriot boards of hundreds of spasial bulls to im=’
prove the quality of the villagors® oattle. To push*
through this congested programme there was organie-
ed an intensive offivial propaganda campaign, Mr.
Brayné admittedly backed the scheme by the whole"
weight of this official inflaence. The immedidte:
effoct was a burst of activity throughout the villages*
along the lines presoribsd, but when Mr. Brayne’
was In the ordinary course of events traniferredté
another district at least 80 per ceut of what he had'
set going oams to anend. The Gurgaon District was'
. loft heavily burdened with debt, and when the whole'
position was re-examined it was found that some of
the measures undertakon were unsuitable," .

14, Social and Economic Survey, In each area
in which economio and soclal survey would be
' undertaken with & view to initiating rural aotivity
' & oomplete list of organisations carrying on Viilage
F Improvement or Uplift in variouns apheres of publie
aotivity as also a list of peraons actively interested
in them should bs prepared on some well-defined
basis for-purposes of affiliation to or formation of
foderated bodies and also for the parpose of making
them eligible far Government aid ur recoguition pro=
vided, howaver, they are already regissered under,
the Co-operative Sooieties Aot or the OCharitable
Societies Aot or would be willing to get & —
registered as sugested above,

aet up, If eompulsion is to be avoided and voluntary
"and popular basia is to be seoured in favour of such

they ought to remain strietly voluatary and noo-
initiated with that spirit, The principle that fstobs °

_ tions, should in my opinion ba that Government

it ehould not be insisted upon that they must ba the .
4 chairmen of thess Committees or organisations in’
their officlal position controlling the leading strings.’

consideration amnong others ara (1) that tha official, to
quote the words of the Daputy Commissioner of Am-

on his time and energy and which is free to shift"
Rogarding this point the Times of Indiain it fssie of -

of, as the article puts it, “ & warning and a lesson.™"
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It goes without saying that any work whi¢h invo
veg organication snd adminpistration’ must revelve
rcund the pivot or fulerum of funds and I am strongly
of opinion thet {f the campaign of rural uplift is to be
effective; it is no use ignoring to think as to. from
wheze the funds are o come as they are in my b6pinion
the sinie qua non for 1asting results, It is not suggested,
“however, that the people who are to reap the benefit of
such work should not' and would not come forth
todo it themeelves on the bagis of .self-reliance or
self-help or supply their own manual lsbour ‘in the
place of funds. But whatever the arrangement be,"

15, Funds—a Sine Qua Nen or fulcrum of fuﬁdi;.ﬁ i '

funds will form omne of the principal factors to be |

secured. I would, tberefore, propose the following,
smobg others, as the sources of funds which should
be supplemented by equal contribution by Govern-
ment from Provincial revenues, If the people in
the villsges realize the material benefit they would
darive from the expenditure incurred by them in the
working ocut of any plen or scheme approved by
them they would themselver ordinarily be ready to
tax themselves to a small extent or allow themselves

to be taxed. (1) The first ie what they call a “ Zaga™ |

on lines eimilar to those levied in industrial places
in connection with Cotton Markets, whereby a small
fee is collected af present for purposes of charity per
unit of a_cart loaded with grain, jaggery, other
goods or s bale of cotton or & cartload of cotton
arrtving in the market place. This should be arran-
ged by the village Panchayat and in a larger area of
& taluka some snitable arrangement gshould be worked
out by the Taluka crganisation for the rural uplift.

~ (%) Some: contribution from the District Locai
Board through its subordinate branches—Taluka
Local Boards,

(3} 10 ‘per cent of the net profits of the 20 p. o.
allowed in the case of the Co-operative Society as a
common good fund.

(4) Government to charge quarter of an anna
per rupee of land assessment.

(5) Government econtribution from . Provincial
funds-on equal basis,

16. Specific need must have specific provivon.
Ihave already mentioned above that there is a distinct
need for a separate agency to be in charge of this
separate work, and if it is ta bear fruit there must bs
srrangemwents made as in the case of departments
relating to Education, Agricuiture, Health, Co-opera-
tion, Scouting,etc. to give systemstic training in a
suitable form and to oreete a trained agency for special
gervice under the designation of * ", teachers
beicg engaged only as secondary workers but not as
primary workers for Rural Uplift. Specific, need
must bave specific provision of money and men spe-
clally trained in supplying rural needs in the spirit
of a SsmajSevak or social worker or servant as
workers are trained for all kinds of other activities,
It a whole body of villegers, are to be interested in
such work before starting it such a provision must
be made.” I have already feferred 'above 1o the need
for a special department and fcr a specially trained
agency. '

17. Past experience 10 be taken ¥nto vecount: In.
selecting & group of willeges-as & centre for work:

past experience about the suitability of that locality: |
sbould be considered & safe and -satisfactory guide | -

B8 -ab!er._ce_'of factionk ‘mnd presence -of 'the spirit
of unspimity and harmony are » precursor of
guccess. = T o

4

18. Use of orgnnisations already in existence. Be--

“fore starting any fresh organisations 'great cars

should be taken to recognise the existence of organi- -
sations already working with or without its branches-

and any work that is to be undertaken in this rphere-

of tiral reconstruction shonld first be entrusted to
that body or organisation working in the field provid-
ed it is willing to take up theresponsibility with-
some adequate provision being granted, both af money
and trained technical assistance, 8o that there should™
be batter concentration of effort with looal knowledge-
and self-sacrifice.

19. A few general recommendations. Dealing-

‘with special needs mnder various heads it must be

recognised that. there would be a great variation of’
means and methods, but I would suggest a few:
speoific points below so as o meet the special neads of

‘the case, '

L ,:E'ducatfan in villages. With regard to eduoa- -
tion. in villages, I would suggest among others the
following improvements :— '

{(a) Scouting for boys and girl-guiding for-

girls,
()
{e)

Seasonal Schools.

Curriculum on the lines of folk High:
Schools in Denmerk, and-

(&)  Formation of Leagues for Adult Educa.
‘tion on, various subjects with the help of’
magic lantern elides and cinema films.

9. Health in villages, Now with regard to the.
needs of health, hygiene and sanitation in villages,
I have discovered that health-shows and exhibitions
in ‘rural parts withthe help of the cinema and the
magic lantern will attract large crowds and insfil -
jnto their -minds‘ lessons of personal and public
health. Cousidering the rate of bigh mortality-

| among infants, c¢hildren and mothers, experience-

has shown ' thai the same could ba checked by intro-
ducing in rural parts trained medical assistance of &:.
midwife or a nurse under the direction of a doctor,
male or female. This could be better provided by
the training of village midwives supervised by a..
trained and qualified health visitor, '

3. Agriculture. In nddition to the various me-.
thods of -demonstration at present in vogue agricul-
tural’ experiments carried into the fields of goveral ,
willing and intelligent villagers will train them
into the vew habit of adoption of scientific methods
and adjustments, ‘

4, Co-operative Societies. A large number of
raral workers aro very keen on undertaking projects
of economie :improvement. But in 8 villsge:
or & group' of villages to briog sboat the
economic improvement the additional *f_aotor-
of a Co-operative Society conducted on suitable.
lines is bound to prove of immense value pro-
vided the officers -of - Government in the Revenue:
Department lend a helping hand when there is-need
for bringing home to the people the:true principles.
of co-operation applied to their daily life touching it
at all points. : S
90. The above in brief summarizés my views,
suggestions and criticisms with "reg_ard to the von~
struetion of the echeme adumbrated in:Chapter XV
of the Brochure on pages 48 to 53 of the same. .
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