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THE expected has happened. On the first of
August the Mahatma and his chogen band of indivi-
dual civil resisters, thirty-two in all, were arrested
at Sabarmati. With the loyalty and devotion of the
ideal Hindu wife, reminiscent of the great Indian
heroines of the Hindu Epics, Mrs, Kasturba Gandhi
unquestioningly follows her husband and shares
cheerfully whatever befalla his fate. And so does
his Chitragupta, Mahadev Desai, beloved of all.
Towering above'all in majesty of character and
profundity of faith, believing himaelf inspired by
God, stands the Mahatma enocasing in his frail, dimi-
nished and emaciated body an indomitable will that
will essay the impossible and acknowledge no defeat
and evoking in the multitude profound admiration,
amounting to worship, forhis unparalleled sufferings
and eacrifices. In ssorificing his beloved Ashram st
Sabarmati, he surpassed his own unequalied recard
of saorifice. The Mahatma is testing, as it were, his
uttermost onpasity for saorifice, not serviee, for his
oountry.

For in his latest act of civil disobedionce he
seeme to have forfoited the support and sympathy of
even hiserstwhile followers in. the Congress. The
deolsion of the Poona Confarence was & personal
trinmph for him bat it did not vindioate his policy.
His present isolation seems to be fearfully completa,
Thers is hardly a public worker or paper of any
g)sition that approved of his polioy and agreed to

llow him. Most of hib staunchest supporters in the

provious oampaigos have deserted him on this
gocasion, '

- »
Repenting at Leisure,

WHEN the Bengal delegate to the Joint Select
Committee questioned the Sscretary of State regard.

ing the Poona Pact and complained of the injustice
done by it to the Hindus of Bengal Sir Samuel Hoare
invoked the great name of Rabindranath Tagore as
among those who at the time urged the Government
toratify the Pact. Rabi Babu has now come out with
& confession that though he did soat the fime his mind
was thenso filled with anxiety for the life of the
Mahatma that he did not osre to examine the Paot
critically. He has sinos been convineed of the grave
Jnjustice of the Pact to the Bengal Hindus and joined
in the demand for its revision. However unforbunate,
he could understand the British (Government’s un-
willingness to reconsider the Pact. But he was sorely
pained that some Indian delegates from provinces
other than Bengal seconded Sir Samuel Hoare'’s
refusal. .

The Poet's charge of indifference against the
non-Bengales leaders is rather andignified and un.

| fair. He knew as well as they that beoause of the
| failure of Indians to come to an agreement the British

Government had to impose an Award. The Govern-
ment stated clearly thatthe Award eould be altered
only withthe consent of the parties concerned and
that, as far as they were concerned, their decision was
final. Notwithstanding the Mahatma's ‘' fast unto
death ", the Communal Award would in all probabi-
lity nat have been modified by the Government if the
%srties conoerned, the Harijans and the non-Harijan

indus, had not agreed to the Poona Paot. The Poet
knew that prominent Bengal Hindus were invited to
the Conference. It was & misfortune that none of
the invitees found it possible to attend nor send a
substitute. Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya took a
most prominent part in the deliberations of the Con-
foerence and the cause of the Bengal Hindus oould
not have been neglected by him, Rabi Babu himself
slong with cther leaders implored the Prime Minister
to ratify the Pact immediately. No subsequent pact
has been reached between the Harijans and
the non-Harijans of Bongal to modify the Poona
Pact. Is it to be supposed that the British Govern-
ment would now modify ‘the Communal Awsard
without such a pact being presented to them ? Would
non-Bengal leaderas be justified in making a de-
mand for such modification ? Whatever be the
merits of the Poona Pact and whatever be the oircum.
stances in whioh it came to be signed, they "ware
bound in honour to stand by it. It may however be
admitted -that the Pact does an injustice to the caste
Hindus of Bengal. But that is not the only defeot
of the Pact. 'We have ourselves oriticized it severely;
but that does not justify us ir going back on it.

The episode will not have been in vain if
the public learh that the method of the “fast unto
death” is not the best method of solving political
probléms. The Mahatma may also learn that not
all the signatories to the Pact were willing parties
to it. If the Poet could impress this lesson both on
the Mahatma and the Indian politicians, he will have
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done & good turn. In view .of the threat of the
Mahatms to smbark on a series of fresh fasts, this
service will not be superfluous,

* * »

C. 1. D. out of Popular Control ?

UNLESS he is hopelessly misreported, Sir Tej
Bahadur Sapru appears to be fed up with the Joint
Select Committee at whose hands it is apparently
futile to expect any substantial improvement in the
‘White Paper proposals,
strength of reactionary forces arrayed sgainst India
in Great Britain, the utmost we can reasonably look
forward to is the translation of these proposals into
a parliamentary enactment without any very consi-
derable deterioration. For this there is ground for
hope in the manner in which S8ir Samuel Foare con-
ducted himself before the Committes. On the whole
he seems to have stood by the White Paper unflinch-
ipgly. His interpretation of one of the proposals
however is such as will give cause for much disquiet
in this country, because it will reduce the transfer
to poular control of the most important provincial
department, viz. law and order, to a farce. The
Europesn Association, being unduly unnerved by
the terrorist movement in Bengal, made the amazing
demand thag the special branch of the C. I. D. whioh
desls with “subversive and terrorist moveroents"
should be placed under the direct supervision of the
Governor-General, “a supervision which would ope-
rate in the Provinces through the Governor.” It was
80 insistent upon such s provision in the new oconsti-
tution that it refused to reconecile itself to the transfer
of law and order to popular oconirocl unless such an
arrangement was made.

It will be noted that their demand has refereoce
only to the epecial branch of the C.L D.; but
pleading practical difficulties in the way of the divi.
sion of the department into two parts, one dealing
with revolutionary activities and the other concerna
ing itself with ordinary criminal work, Sir Samuel
Hosare showed how the Governor could take the whole
of the 0, I. D. under his wings without the change
of acomma in the White Paper. In doing so he
relied on No, 71 of the Proposals which esys:

“If in any case in which, in the opinion of the Governor,
a special responsibility is imposed upon him, it appears
to bim, after considering such advice as has been given
to him by his Ministers, that the due disobarge of hia
responsibility so requires, he will have full discretion to
aot as he thinks fit, but in so acoting he will be guided hy
any direotions which may be contained in his Instrument
of Instructions.”

Under this provision, Sir Samusel Hoare agreed with
Lord Salisbury, a Governor can withdraw from the
jurisdiction of the rasponsible Minister not only the
gpecial branch but even the whole C. I D. Thus the
European Association has been given a wider safe-
guard than they demanded.

Ik doea not need profound constitutional or admi-
nistrative knowledge to perceive that law and order
with the C. I, D. removed from it is only the outer
shell and not the kernel. Indeed provincial auto-
nomy will lose muoh of its value in popular eyes if
the Governor is to be free arbitrarily to withdraw
from popular jurisdiotion the whole or every part
of the C. I. D. in the way in which he can apparently
do under the White Paper as it is. That infact was
the view which Sir A. P, Patro wanted to bring pro-
minently to the notice of the Committee when he
questioned the Asscoiation witnesses: “ Would you,
from your experience and knowledge of publie
opinion in Madras, believe that there would be any
Minister who would accept responsibility for law
and order in the province without any ocontrol over

Having regard to the.

the C. I, D.?" That no straight answer was returned
to this plain question only goes to prove, not that the
witnesses oould not have doneso if they were so
minded, but that they found the position taken up
by Sir A. P. Patro unanswerable. It only remains to
add that though Sir A, P, Patro was oconfining his
attention to his own province he was in fact voicing
public opinion in other provinces as well.
* % L ]

Europeans and the Services.

IN regard to the problem of what are known as
tbe Security Bervices the attitude of the EKuropean
Associstion is even more reackionary. It goes with-
out saying that it regards the continuanca of the
European element in these services absolutely neoces-
sary and stoutly discountenaunces any further acce-
leration in the speed of Indianisation than was
proposed by the Les Commission, As is well-known,
the recommendations of this Commission were
devised so that evan 50 per cent, Indianisation in
regord to the Indian Civil Service should be delayed
till 1939 and that in respeet to the Police Service
tiil ten years later, Whether and if sBo when, the
process of Indianising the other balf is to begin or end
is & mafter upon whioh &he Association preferred to
be conveniently silent in their memorandum, though
their spokesmen before the Committee were not so
reserved in the expression of their opinions. They
told Lord Salisbury: “We, in Bengal frankly do
not. look forward loa time when there will nol be a
percentage of British officers 1n the Police. 'We believe
that British officers are essential to the preservation
of the discipline and morale of the Police.” (Ours
italics.) They were even mora cardid in their reply
to Mr. Morgan Jones, They said: "A time may
come, possibly, when Europeans may not be recruitad
to the Services on the present basis, but I find it hard
to visualise a time in the reasonable future when there
will be no Europeans whatsoever in any of the Services
in India.” (Ours italicss) In face of this, would it be
any serjous injustice to the Aseoclation if ane in-
ferred that the other 50 per cent. of Indiaunisation ik
would like to be put off till the Gresk Kalends?
Seeing how eclosely Government action follows non-
official European opinion, one can form some ides
as to what to expect a8 a result of the inquiry into
the Services problem to be institated five years after
the promulgation of the new reforms.

* * *

Language of the Federation.

TH® European Association has found a serious
flaw in the White Paper. It is its failure to mention
which will bs the official langusge used in the Fede=
ration. Sir Samuel Hoare might have congidered the
point too unimportant to deserve spacific mention in
his constitutional Proposals. Notso however the un-
official Europeans in India. They desire it to be
explicitlylaid down in the Constitution Actthat“Eng-
lish shall be the officisl language of the Federation.™
Nay, more. “ The Associstion also considers that
statutory provision should be msde for English to be
one of the official languages of the Provineisl Gov-
ernments,”

All this insistencs upon a statutory recognition
of English might appear to many as being perfectly
unnecessary. For what is the existing state of
things? As is well known, it is English and
not any of the vernaoulars that is largely used
in the Indian legislatures, both central and pro-
vinocial, as the vehicle of expression. And there is
really nothing very strange about this. English is
understood by the largest number of members of a le-
gislative council and is naturally preferred for purpo-
se8 of speech-making to the vernaculars which are res-
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orted to mostly by non-English knowing legislators,
Left to itself this convention which conduces to
general convenience will grow if it is left undistur-
bed. But if the suggeation of the Eurcpean Associa-
tion Is carried into effect English will have the
appearance of being imposed by iaw on an ur-
willing people and as such its use, instead of being
encouraged will on the contrary be disoouraged.
But from the sttitude adopted by Sir Sumuel Hoare
towarde this question before the Joint Select Com-
mitiee, the chances of the European Association’s re-
commendation being acted upon seem to be very
remots,
* * *
C. P. Councli and White Paper.

THE C. P. Legislative Council in its current ses-
pion has passed & comprehensive resolution on the
‘White Paper, In fuot it is the most exhaustive one
pasted by any legislature in India so far and be-
gins by condemning the White Paper, in the historio
Congress phraseclogy, 88 being “inadequate, unsatis-
factory and disappointing.” Substantial modifica-
tions are demanded with a view to ensuring the will.

ing co-operation of the people in the working of the

constitution now being bammered into shape in
London, The proposed parliamentary enactment on
the subject should, it is suggested, contain an un-
ambiguous promise of Dominion Status for India,
We should have thought that what was realiy neces-
gary was not a mera promise—this was given in
1929-—but a definite indioation as to how socon the gosl
would be reached, specially in view of the controversy
raised on the point by some die-hard members of the
Joint Feleot Commitiee to which attention was
drawn in theee columns last week.

It in & matter for gratification that the resolution,
while endoraing the scheme of an Indian Federation,
lays emphagis on the arrangement of such terms as
would be “honourable and -equitable to both British
India and Indian States.” The implication is obvi.
ous. If the speeches delivered in the course of the
debate are an index to the public mind in C. P., the
view appoeats to be widely held in the provinece that
the Indian States are doing their best to exploit Bri-
tish India's eagerness for a politioal advance to their
own advantage, Fully conscious of the British
Government’s unwillingness to introduce any res-
ponsibility at the ventre unlees the States join the
projected Federation, they are, it seems to be felt, tak-
ing an unfair advantage of the situation in order to
seours unduly favourable ferms for their acoession
to Faderation—a grievance which the Princes would
do well never to lose sight of.

Strong exception ia taken in the resoiution to
the excesaive nature of the safeguards, which, far from
being required in India'sinterest, “are demonstrably in
the interests of Britain, British trade and commerce in
India and the British members of oivil and military
Servioes in India,” A noteworthy method of reduc-
ing the burden of military expenditure is suggested.
Sinoe the Indian defence arrangsments are not desi-
gned exclusively with an eye to India's seourity but
also that of the British Empire as a whole, India’s
defence expenditure should, it is contended, be shar-
od between the British Government, Indis and the
other members of the British Empire according to
agreements to be mutually entered into within three
years of the passing of the Copstitution Act. We
will not be required to wait very longto find out
which of the suggestions made in the C. P, Counoil
resolution find themselves acoeptable to the Joint
Seleot Committee, for whose benefit the debate was
apparently arranged,

- - »

Rural Reconstruction.

THE recent visit of Sir Frederick Sykes, Governor
of Bombay, to the De2coan Agricultural Association
was, we Buppose, intended to merk the sense of
importance which the Government attach to non-
official activities designed to improve the condition
of the agrioulturistsa. The Associstion is perbaps the
oldest institution in these parts working in that field,
having come into existenocs nesrly & quarter of a
century ago. After mbout ten yvears of metivity it
geems Lo have 1apsed into a state of suspended anima-
tion from which it was retriaved about four years
ago. Bince then it has been going on with its praise«
worthy work of rural reconstruction, thanks mainly
to the ceaseless endeavours of the ohairman of its
executive committee, Mr, Devadhar. Looking to the
vastness of the ground to be covered, the Association
decided, wisely in our cpinion, to concentrate ‘its
attention on some village which, though situated at
a convenient distance from its headgquarters in
Poons, should be free from urban influence, Such
a village was found in Khed-Shivapur. The work
that is being done there under the suspices of the
Association has besn nokiced more than onece in these
columns, melzing sany further referenoce to it on this
occasion quite superfluous. Suffice it to say that the
Assooiation’s activities, affecting ss they do agricul-
ture, which, in the words of 8ir Frederick Sykes, is
*in India by far the greatest industry of all, " have
8 nation-building wvalue which ceannot be over~
estimated. Rural reconstruction has a bright future
before it if the new village panchayats with their
enlarged functions are properly worked and make
wise use of the powers conferred upon them, It is
time the public was told precisely how the local
Government propose-to utilise the grant of Rs. 25,000
earmarked for the development of the panchayat
movement in this presidency,

2tticles,

THE MAHATMA’S APOLOGIA.

N his long explanatory note to the Aney statement
Mahatma Gandhi attempted to vindicate his
poliey of individual ocivil disobedience. He

madoe it clear at the very outset that his Teasons were
unot necessarily those of Mr, Aney, Even without this
caution, nobody who knew anything of Mr. Aney
was likely to read his views in the Mahatma’s
statement.

He preached therein one more impressive sermon
on non.violence, This was somewhsat superfluous
particularly in view of the encomiums he lavished
on the civil resisters, including the Pathans of the .
Frontier Province, for their nom-violance under the
most provocative oircumstances. The abandonment
of mass civil disohedience was not dus to ocutbursts of
violeroe on the part of the oivil resisters, but as he
himself admitted, to the severity of the Govern-
ment's Ordinance rule and the incapacity of the
Congresa to help the viotims. Except the terrorists
nobody elee will seriously question his thesisthat non-
violence is the only method of working for Indian
Swaraj. But non-violencs is not the special mono-
poly of the Congrese. Except the terrorists, all
other political organisations assume non-violence
without any fuss- That whioch distinguishes the
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Congress under his dictatorship is. its policy of civil
disobedience. The more important guestion,
therefore, is whether this policy will lead up to
Swarsj. The Mabhatmaolaimed that, thanks to it, the
country had taken long strides towards independence,
The change of policy now advocated was not due
to defeat or despsir. If that were so, and if eivil
disobedience hes been such a success, where was
the occasion for dropping mass civil disobedience
-and retreating to individusl eivil dizobedience?
In his letter to the Bombay Government, the
Mahatma admitted that the masses were demoralised.
Certainly not due tosuccess in the campaign !

The Mahatma again claimed that the “long stri-
des towards Purna swaraj”, which the country ook
as a result of the “right route taken in 1920", could
not have been possible by any other way, and as
proof thereof, referred to the mass awakening
during the last thirteen years. It will be freely
granted that there has been & great and unprecedent-
ed mass awakening, But it is questionable if on
that account Indis is nearer gwaraj., The only
tangible result is the loading of the new Indian
congtitution with oconservative elemenfts and
safeguards againat the Congresa itsglf. It may be
that constitutional egitation might not have brought
India nearer swaraj, but it would at Jeast have snved
her much unneocessary and fruitless suffering.

It is common ground that a constitution which
simply registers the British will cannot be satisfac-
tory to India, and that the British alone cannot work
out the salvation of India. That is exactly the
reason why Pandit Motilal Nehru, no opponent of
the Mahatma, demanded the Round Table Conference
by which method India would share with England
the task of shaping the future constitution of India.
It wag ultimately granted and the Mahatma himself
attended itin 1931, He did not give up the Confer-
ence because tha cooperation of India was no longer
desired but for wholly other causes. The non-parti-
cipation of the Congress has only weakened the
national Indian element at the Round Table Confer-
ence, To that extent the Congress has itself to blame
if the new constitution will register more the will of
Britain than of Indis,

Whatever be the ingenious arguments of the
Mahatma, i6is clear that the bulk of Congressmen
were unconvinced by them, It is upto them to salvage
the Congress, resusoitate it and make it once again
a powerful weapon for the winning of Indian Swaraj
by oconstitutional means.

INDIAN EMIGRATION FROM SOUTH
AFRICA,

"ARM ocongratulations are due to Mr. S. R,

Naidoo for the oourage he has exhibited in

consenting to eorve, on behalf of the South
Afrionn Indian Congress on the Committee appointed
by the South African Government to investigate the
possibilities of Indian oolonisation abroad. His
task has not bsen made easy by the split in the
Qongress camp on the question of participation in

' the Committee’s work. Some of the foremost Indian

leaders, somewhat idealistically inoclined, have.
opposed it, while the majority of their confrares, no
less devoted to the interests of the Indian commu-
nity, have agreed. Nothing however is loat in
co-operating with the Committeo: if anything,
some good may come out of it. The past experience
of the Indian leaders of the Natal Indian Education
Commission and the Health Committee which inves-
tigated into the sanitary and housing conditions of
the Indians in Durban which some of the leaders
weore at first disposed to boyoeott but were subsequent-
ly persuaded to cooperate with, has shown that, not-
withstanding the initial grievances and objections, the
Indian community did well to cooperate. Most un-
promising committees have yielded welcome resulte.
It may be that the present Committee can be persua-
ded, if proper evidence be led before it, to advise
against  external oolonisation and  indioate
the possibilities of internal migration in South
Afrioa, Considering that the Committes is going to
meet and that it has on it an Indian public worker
of the proved ability aud devotion of Mr. Naidoo, it
will be the part of wisdom for sll Indian leaders to
olose up their ranks and marshall the best and the
most effective evidence before the Committes, and for
this purpose invoke the assistance of all European
friends of the Indian oause.

The feeling in favour of exodus of Indians is
strongest mmongst the Europeans in Natal. And
that because the number of Indians is larger
in Natal than in any other province in the
Union both absolutely. and comparatively. The
Europeans of Natal desire reduction of the number
of Indians in Natal and it is & matter of secondary
importance to them whether the exodus is to the other
provinces of the Union, or to India or elaawhex:e.
Emigration to India has been proved to be nob in
the interest of the Natal Indians. As the Nalal
Advertiser acknowledged it, the change is from the
“ frying pan to the fire, " Sentimental considerations .
however counteract the economic to some exfent,
and notwithstading the change for the worse,
large numbers of Indians have during the laat
year returned to India. But sentimental considers-
tions will soon taper off in importance as the number
of Indian-born Indians diminishes in ‘South Africa.
Thereaftor only eccmomic and political considera-
tions will hold the field. They will have 6o be
made particularly attractive if a colonization
scheme to, say, British Guains, is to succeed in such
measure as to afford the desired reduction of Indian
population in South Africa. While economio and
politiosl pressure in South Africa may drive some
Indians to leave its inhospitable shores and seek
comparative safety in the colony prepared for them,
it might and doos set their back up and inhibit
their eomigration. The more the Indian is
harassed in South Afrioa in order to squesrs him out
the more he will be inclined to dig himself in, come
what may. The analogy which. the Natal Addvertiser
pressed into service that there was no question of the.
loss of birthright when a fow decades ago thousands
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of British workmen and women left their congested
oountry to seek their fortunes in Canada and Austra-
lia is wholly irrelevant. Their assisted emigration
was not motived by the contemptuous feeling that
they were “undesirables” In Great Britain, who
should be aqueczad out in the interest of the other
olasses in the ocounitry. The Nafal Advertiser
attempted to gloss over the sting in the oolonisation
idea by saying that the perticipation of the Govern-
ment of India in it made it Innocent. Itsaid +—

The participation of the Government of India
has completely ohanged the nature of the
problem, No longer has the local Indian to
foce and oppose a local and often racially bias-
sed mgltation to clear him out of South Africa.
His community in South Afriea to-day is being
identified with the much larger problem of the
congestlon of population in Indin. The schemes,
if any, that will be put before him will ba
fdentical with those offered to the hundreds
of millions of those of hia own race in India.
That fact alons should be sufficient to remove
any fears of political trickery snd to enable him
to examiune the proposals on their practical marits.
This interpretation

wash. There would have been something in it if the
initiative had bsen taken by the Government of
India and if the South African (Government had
oeascd totreat the resident Indian as an “undesirable”
in Bouth Africa, There is no getting away from the
faot that the oclonisation scheme is not being
promoted by South Africa out of consideration for the
Indien. If it is anxious that ¢he .conditions of
colonisation should be atiractive, it is because it hopes
thereby that more Indians will leave South Africa.
As long as this avowed espersion on Indian self-
respect stands, the colonisation scheme will not, from
the South African Government pointof view, be as
successful as it may otherwise be, This has been
proved in the past when under the first Cape Town
Agreement, Indian repatriates were no longer
required to sign a document to the effect that they
thereby gave up their South African domicile for
over, The partial accommodation to Indian self-respeot
contributed partly to the subsequent jump in Indian
-assisted emigration. Similarly, if South Africa will
‘recnll its espersion sgainst Indians as * undesir-

~ ables, ™ the colonisation soheme will have a better

ghanoa. .

Js it really necessary for South Afrioa to
continue to stigmsatise Indians as * undesirables" to
be gotrid of ? It is insulting to India.

Is it worth while to insult India in this manner ?
Though as a direct result of this policy, thousands of
Indiana have left India during the last twenty years
and more and the South African Government spent
some thousands of pounds on repatriation, the Natal
Advertiser felt doubtful if the relief afforded was
worth the trouble and ndmitted that the Indian problem
w&s 1o Jess acute as when the experiment was started,
‘Will a colonisation scheme prove better? After all,
the total Indian population in South Africa does not
amount to more than three per ocent. of the total
population and a tenth of the white population. Over
80 per cent. of them are South African born. Thers are
vast spaces in South Africa itself which the Indian °

is too thin and does not .

oan colonise if only the provinoial barriers are re-
moved and the State gives generous assistanpe, even
such which it is prepared to give {o take him to a
distant colony, It is significani that the Nuia?
Mercury, which is frankly an opponent of the Indian
cause, said thet * Natal could afford to take a more
complacent view nftbe Indian occupsation of land and
economic encroachment if the descendants of - the
original immigrants were free to sequire domicile
in any part of South Africa, ™ That seems to be s mora
helpful selution.

CURRENCY STABILISATION.
( Contributed. )

HE World Economic Conference has coms to an
end in very different oircumstances from those
in whieb it assembled in London on 12th June,

On 10th July, when it was aslready petering out,
Mr. Amery in the House of Commons, quoting lines
from Matthew Arnold’s “Sohrab and Rustam,” com-
pared it to River Oxus when it was lost in swamps
and marshes: '
“ Oxus forgetiing the bright speed he had
In his bigh mouantain eradle in Pamera
A foil'd circuitous wanderer ,

But River Oxus ultimately emerged from the swamps

to where ~—
@, ...the new bathed stars
Emeorge to shine upon the Arol Sea,”

The World Conference too, it is to be hoped, wilk
eventually overcome all the difficulties with which
it is now beset, though the prospect does nof appear
too bright.

Among the questions whioh engaged the attentian
of the warld’s atatesmen at the Conference, those
that were considered at the Tmmediate Messures Sub-
Commission of the Monetary and Financial Com-
mission have acquired the greatest prominence. Af
an early stage two ocounflicting views asserted them-
selves at this Sub.Commission, and the failure of the
Conference eo far is supposed to ba due to the in-
ability of the exponents of these views to oome o0 an
accord cn & common policy., One schocl set store by
8 sort of provisional stabilization of currencies, and
the other by measures to indnce an advance of com-
modity prices. The first was represented by the
countries on gold and the second by U, S.A., and it
js the fashion to blame the failure of the world
nations to agree to take co-ordinated action upon the -
latter. The gold countries only asked, it is said, for
a Currency Truce like the Tariff Truce, agreed to on
oth July by 59 countries, while the Conference lasts,
and yet U. S. stood out intraneigeantly, though its
President Mr. Roosevelt, in the message sent by
him on 16th May tothe nations participating in the
Disarmament Conference at Geneva, had placed

“stabilization of currencies” first and the raising of
prioe levels third among the means to be taken “to
establish order in place of the present ohacs.” Even
Mr. Neville Charaberlain censured President Roosevelt
for abandoning the policy then announoced in favour of
an attempt to achieve prosperity for his own country
| in isolation from other countries. Can U. 8. A. really
! be blamed for pursuing an exolusively national policy
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in disregard of the interests of the rest of the
‘world ?

Whoever olse may do so, British statesmen have
no right to point their finger of scorn at President
Raosevelt, for the latter has only now inaugurated
with great vigour a policy which Great Britain has
been following, though hesitantly, for over a year
and a half. A lift of commodity prices has been ‘the
avowed objective of her policy all this time. She
desired other countries also to adopt the same poliey,
80 that there should be a general risein the level of
wholesale prices, But if other countries chose not
to do so, even then Great Britain was to bring about
an increase in prices within her borders, in the Bri-
tish Empire, and in such other countries as would
%o off gold and attach their currencies to sterling.
Thissterling area did in fact cover half the world,
but whether large or small, England decided go to
manage her ourrency as to facilitate a higher price
level over it, This policy was primarily a gelf-
regarding one, but it was put in force in the belief
that a rise in sterling prices would help inbringing
abouf & rise in gold prices in other oountries also,
Ag deflation had spread from nation to nation,so
would recovery tend to become general though it
might start in a limited area. Otherwise the policy
would have had no justification at all. When for
four days in May Mr. MacDonald visited Mr.
Roosevelt in Washington the inflation of prices was
decided upon 8s & common line of action of the Bri-
tish and American QGovernments. The communiqué
issued on the oocasion stated the following as matters
on which an agresment had been arrived at. “ The
necessity for an increase in the genernl level of com-
‘modity prices was recognised as primary and funda-
mentul... The central banks should by concerted ac-
tion provide adequate expansion of oredit, and every
means should be used to got the credit thus created in
circulation. .. The ultimate re-establishment of equi.
librium into the international exchanges should also
be ocontemplated.” Thus, as Sir Robert Horne said,
“The question that was put in the forefront of that
statement was that of rising prices and the para-
graph that contained the reference to stabilization
only referred to it as » matter which ultimately had
to be taken into account.’”” In face of this staternant
had Mr, Neville Chamberlain any excuse to expect
that President Roosevelt, immediately after cutting
the dollar locse from gold with the deliberate object
of raising prices internally in the United States,
would proceed to fix the external value of dollar in
relation to gold currencies without knowing what
policy would be in operation in the gold countries in
regard to prices? What would England herself
have done if, say, in October or November, 1931, a
proposal had been made to her to fix currency rela-
tionships with other couuntries? Mr, Churchill has
correotly answered the question: “If we had been
asked to stabilise our currenoy a few months after
going off the gold standard, in the latter part of
1931, we should have rejected the advice.” Andso
did Pregident Roosevelt.

But, it is argued, while England was forced off

the gold standard by external pressurs, U, 8. A.%s
departure from gold was voluntary. So it was in
one sense, It is true U. S, A. has a favourable balanase
of payments and. a still more favourable balance
of trade; in 1932 she had a surplus of $131
millions on current account and an export
surplus of $247 millions in commodity trade;
foreign-owned ghort term funds were reduced
in last two years from $2,700 millions to $900
millions, being reduced “viriually to a working
minimum ; she has & large stock of gold; she can
borrow freely at home in order to meet a budget
deficit. In sll these respsots the position of U. S. A,
waa quite the reverse of what was in England at the
time of the separation of sterling from gold. Yet,
8s Mr. Reginald McKenna has observed in the
Midland Bank Review, “the basis for both was ideq-
tical, in that the pressure of falling commodity
prices proved insupportable in both countries. In
Great Britain we had been struggling for years,
thanks to our misalliance with gold in 1925, to remove
an intractable margin between prices at homae
and abroad; with the fall in worlid prices the
tension- was inoreased; our debtors found it
more and more difficult to meet the mervics of
our debts and buy our goods; our customary cur-
rent account surplus, which aoted as a fortification of
our position on the gold standard, was extinguished
and a deficit book its place; the only way out was a
severance of sterling from gold, which ocourred
when it did for more or less accidental reasons. In
Ameriecs the course of events was differant, but the
essential facts thesame., The fall in commodity
prices, along with rigidity of costs, made business of
all kinds more and more difficult ; in particular, the
cost of existing indebtedness, often enlarged by
inability to cover currenf expenses, grew
insupportable; it bscame olear that only by a
rise in commodity prices could relief be accorded
without wholesale defaults, repudiation, and ohaos
in oreditor-debor relationships; facing this dilem-
m3a, the American Government took the decision
which we should ultimately have had to take had
not ciroumstances forced ourhandin Ssptember 1931,
There is then ro essential difference between our two
experiencer.” And therefore Great Britain should
understand and support the American polioy instead
of quarrelling with it. If she quarrels now, it is
presumably because the Bank of England, who are
opposed fo it, are making trouble, and Mr. Chamber-
lain does not quite know on which side of the fencg
to come down ; he is therefore in Mr. Amery's words
“running with the Montage Norman hare and hunt-

ing with the Roosavelt hounds”.
U. 8. A. is trying to reflate to the price level of

1926 and has already travelled two-thirds of the road.
The inorease in internal prices aleo affacts the goods
exported, and to the extent that the prices of goods of
export rise, there can be no trading advantage to be
derived from exchange depreoiation such as what
France and other countries in the goid bloc obvicusly
fear, Nor is there any inflation yet in the sense of
increase of bank credit, for bank deposits in U. 8. A.
are now said to be $10,000 millions less than before
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the closure of the banks in March last, Fluctuations
in relative values of currencies must of course be
stopped, but the ratio of one ocurrenocy to ancther
depends upon what their respective purchasing
prices ara. .And unless the price policios of various
-sountries are known, it will clearly bs impossible to
stabilise currenices. If other countries wiil be clear
;a8 to what their price polioy will be, stabilization
would become easier for U. S. A, But in the mean-
“time a rige in dollar prices would go to help buasiness
recovery in other oountries as it is already helping
in U.8.A. Sir Robert Horne said in the House of
-Commons : * While gold prices have not risen, the
effect of the rise of dollar prices has been oonsider-
-ably fo inerease eterling prices. Wa have bien
obtaining & clear benefit from what has basn done
-In America, 30 will it be found in other countries
‘too. The action of the American Government will
tend everywhere to bring prices of commodities into
«quilibrium with costs of production and through
#his means to effect recovery of business activity.”

GERMANY & POLISH “ CORRIDOR. "

HE attention of the whole world is drawn to the
German revisionist propsgands. Herr Hitler
“wants to take the Polish “ Corridor.™ It is situated
slong both banks of the river ‘Vistula and inciudes
the Polish cosst-line on the Baltic, It lies betwseen
-53° 50" and 54° 50° latitude and 17° 10’ and 20° 25’
~ longitude, Greenwich meridian.
Pomereina forms one of the 16th administrative
-districts ( Voyevodships ) of the Republic of Poland,
nemely the Voyevodship of Pomorre. Its ares is
-6,327 8q- miles and its population about 1,085,144,

Pomorre is the region which affords Poland and
fts 33 millioln inhabitants the only ocutlet to the sea,
and the only means of direct communication with
the countries of Western Europe and America. The

‘total length of the Polish coast-line is 87 miles.

In pre-historic times Pomorrs as well as the
-emstern provinces of present Germany, as far West as
- the river Elbas, ware inhabited by Slavonic peoples,
Pomorre bacame part of Poland in 988, when Mleczy-
slaw I, who was the first king of Poland, incorporated
it into his kingdom, |

The first incorporation of Pomerre and Danzig
Into Poland was aocompliched by the treaty of

Torun in 1466. Since, then, untll the firat Partition |

of Poland in 1772, ie. for a total of 306 years, the
territory formed an integral patt of the Polish King-
_dom. Before the Great War, Poland was ruled by
_Russisns, Germans and Austrisns. Pomorre and
Uppsr Schelesia belonged to (Glermans. After the
War, Poland got back Pomorre and Upper Sohelesia
and other territories from Russians and Austrians.
The population of Pomorre has been predomi-
nantly Slavonio even in the earljest days of history.
Standard German text-books and historical maps
testify to this fact. The same is true of later periods,
Mr. Hugh Dalton, former British Undar Seoretary
for Foreign Affairs in “ fowards the Pasce of Nations”
staten: “ The so-called Corridor: is inhabited by an

indigputable Polish population On ground of
nationality, the case for Poland retsining the
Corridor is very strong already, and will giow with
each year that passes.” Today Poworrs has 8947
Polish population.

" The economie importance of Pomorre is very
great. Throughout centuries = Pomorre formed
Poland’s outlet to the sea and the most important
ohannel of her overseas trade. To-day an access to the
sea ia indispansable to the political and economie
independence of the Poligh Siate, The major part of
Poland’s foreign trade is carried by sea through the
new Polish port of Gdynia, and the Free City of
Pangig. Without Pomorre, Poland's exports and
imports would come under the economic dependence
of Germany. Pomorre ranks among the Polish
Provinces the most progressive in agriculture and
cattle-breeding, It is the centre of the Polish fishin
industry. The lumber, sugar beet, and distillery
industries of Pomorre constitute an important part
in the total industrial production of Poland.

East Prussia’s hiaterland was not Germany but
Russia, and there was trade betwéen them before
the War. ‘ o

Price-fixing agreements in regard to wheat and
timber wore conoluded by Poland for several yoars
with mutual benefit to East -Prussiar and Poland.
In September 1930, these agreements were renounced
by Germany for political reasons, The econo_mi:o
conditions of East Prussia can be improved by the
Polish-German Commercial Treaty. The. former
Polish-Foreign . Minister August Zaleski, stated his

view, ™ In order.to allay ali doubts on the subject,

I can sssure you that the Polish ‘Government is
ready to conclude with Germany a treaty mutually
guarsutesing the territorial integrity of both States.’”
Germans condemned the Polish proposals and
the object of the Glermans is to annex the _Polis}
territory. ' o
The traffic between East Prussia and Garmany
across Pomorre is regulated, in conformity with
Articles 89 and 98 of the Versailles Treaty, by 'the
Polish-Garman Convention signed in Paris on Masch
21,1921, Germany has ample means. of communi-~
catiorn with East Prussia through Pomorre, as well
88 through other parts of Poland. Six direct railway
lines ara open to her transit traffic. 'About24 trainis
run dsily in both directions and all these'trains are
listed in the Gorman railway time-tables: with the
note, “No passport or oustom -control for trinait
hﬂmo. » o . ’ .
The railway communication acrosg the' ?p_li'j:l
Corridor functions smoothly. The [faocilities for
communication batween Germany and Esst Prussia
demonstrate that the Polish authorities have gone
far beyond their duty in order to msake tha frorit.er
“ jnvisible ” for all practical purposes. . =

Poland is willing to improve her relations with
Germany and prepared to eontinue her good-wi-!l-
Poland isnot expected to give away Pomorre and
on this ground the entirs Polish nation stands uni

Gernany's attack on Pomorre means & greal war
not on.y between Germany and Poland, but belween
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Germeny and the whole of Furope. The political
relationz between Poland and other countries like
F¥rance, Czechoslovekia, U, 8, A,, Rumania, Hungary,
Austria are very geod.

There is duty-war between Poland and Ger-
many. German goods are boycoited in Poland, ss
"Germans do rot allow Polish imports.

RAJ BEHARI LAT, MATHUR..
‘Warsaw,

Our Zondon Fetter,

(BY AIR MAIL )}
( From Our Correspondent, )
LoKXDON, July 22.

CrvIL DISOBEDIEXCE,

HE news from India of the decisions taken by the
Congress Ieaders gsthered together at Poona to
consider the present position in connection with

the civil disobedience movement and Mr. Gandhi’s
wiews thereon,.is altogether disappointing, We are
led to believe by the telegrams from various sources
that have reacbed here that at the very moment that
most of the leaders had.come to the conclusion thet
no useful purpose was being served by continuing
the movement as a method of obtrining the fulfil-
ment of Congress policy, Mr. Gandhi’s earnest
-elcquence persuaded the gathering to refrain from
oalling off civil disobedience and to authorise Mr.
Gandhi as the Congress plenipotentiary to approach
‘the Vieeroy for an interview in order to explure
posgibilities of peace, failirg which civil disobedience
was in some modified form to bs resumed after the
end of July. The Viceroy's refusal, twice repeated,
to receive Mr. Gandbi during the pendency of civil
disobedience, and with the prospect of its resumption,
was generally foreseen here, and excepting the some-
what narrow ocirele most friendly to Mr, Gandhi
personally, the view is generally beld, even in
otherwise sympathetic quarters, that Mr. Gandhi's
contribution to and responsibility for the present
uneatisfactory and dapgerous position, sre very
great, and at least as contributory to the existing
feeling of futility sand frustration as the Viceroy's
reiterated refussl to see Mr. Gandhi. Even the Daily
Herald, which does not usually err on the side of
Government, regards the situation as having been
brought about because of the obsession of two elderly
gentlemen by consideraticne of prestige. The Spe-
claicr, which Iast weok waa lcoking forward to a
request by Mr, QGandhi in his personal capacity for
an unconditional intexrview wikh the Viceroy, which
in ite view His Excellenoy would have been well
advised to grant, this week points out that Lord
Willingdon had virtuslly no alternative in view of
what had taken place at Poons, and of the plenipo-
tentiary character with which Mr, Gandhi had been
vested, Naturally friends bere who had been most
‘anxious that informal talks should take place between
Mr. Gandhi and the Viceroy, felt that Lord Willing-
don ought, when Mr, Gandhi approached him with
5 message, to have welcomed his advance, even
though ultimately the Viceroy had Leen later
obliged to express regret that it wos impossible ‘to
xeach sn agreement with Mr. Gandhi because of the
unacceptable nature of the latter's proposals. He
would thereby bave put himself in the right. That
doubtless was the view held by Sir Tej Babadur
‘Bapru and Mr, Jagskar when, realising the useless-
nees after the Viceroy's first refusal of communioating
Surther on the subject with the Secretary of State for

India, they addressed their letter of appeal for re-
consideration of the Viceroy’s decision to the Leader
of the Opposition on the night of the debate on the
India Office estimates then avout to open in the
House. Their views were supported by Mr. Joshi and
scme other British Indian delegates, whom Mr,
Lansbury had the opportunity of consulting before

‘the debate.

On the other hand, it was not surprising to find
8ir Ssmuel Hoare snnouncing the Government's
entire agreement with the Viceroy's decision or his.
taking his stand upon the mob unnatural presumption
that in refusing Mr. Gandhi's request, the Viceroy
was fully sware of all that had taken place at the
private conference at Poona, and that he was entitled
to deal with the whole question in the light of his
knowledge of the buckground in which Mr. Gandhi’s
request was made. If, therefore, Mr. Robert Bernays
made 8 speech in support of Lord Willingdon's refussl,
and of the Secretary of State’s announcement that the
Cabinet was supporting the Viceroy, he was, however
unsympsathetic his speech may have sounded in the
enrs of Indisns who felt that contributions to the
sorry mess that has been made of the situation have
been given by both pides, voicing the general opir-
ion of the House and of the country at what is
regarded as, to use the lemst censorious expression,
Mr, Gandhi’s unhelpful sttitude as contrasted with
that of a very important section of his Congress
colleagues. In well informed cirelss the view is now
prevalent that whatever fillip may now be given
temporarily to the civil dicobedience movement by
My, (Garndhi’s determinstion, with = seleot band of
associates willing to continue to sacrifice themselves
in & roble cause, to carry on the struggle along the-
lines marked out by him it will have sall the appear-
ance and probably much of the reality of flogging a
dend horse, More than this, it is believed that s
cleavage of s very far-reaching nature between the-
idealists and the realists in the Congresa is to be
looked for in the not distant future, with results not
very favourable to Congress unity,

THE COMMONS DEBATE.

Except for the episode regarding Mr, Gandhi
and the Viceroy, concerning which Mr. Lansbury
was eloquently indignant carrying with him s con~
siderable seotion of his following, but probably in
their heart mnot all, the debate last Monday was
colourless and somewhat tiring. I have heard Sir
Samuel Hoare's speech described as flippant. 1t was.
certainly not that; even though judged by highly
oritical standards it might -be described es dealing
with superficial sppearances than with underlying
realities. Tbo some of these such as housing and the
conditions of Iabour critics from the Liabour benches
very naturally referred, and they did it well and
seriously, notably Mr. Charles Brown, the member
for Mansfield, who, if he will devote himself to
Indian affairs on a larger scale, ought to vrove a very
valuable debater and support for his Party, In Trade
Union circles the view is being increasingly largely
held, that the present and prospective conditions of
life sand labour in India are such as combined with
similar conditions in China and Japan tfo presenfa
very serious threat in the course of the next few years
to the industries of the West, where the standards.
of living are very mugh higher.

Mr. Hailes’s contribution to the debate, too, was
very friendly and on this ocoasion relatively and
commendably brief. Mr, Maxton, following in this'
reepect the Leader of the Opposition, naturally dw_elt
upon the Meerut Trial delay, into which quesbion
Sir Samuel Hoare refused to be drawn, in view of its
approaching hearing by the Allahabad High Court. I
may here refer to the important mesting held in the
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House this week, addressed by Mr. D, N, Pritt, K. C,,
the Chairman of the. Howard League for Penal Re-

form, on the legal aspects of the trial, the Archbishop

of York presiding, and the heads of the two Churches
and some of the Bishops of the Esiablished Church
associated themselves with the proceedings,

The debate was wound up by Mr, Butler, the
Under Seoretary of State, who devoted the greater
part of his frst important official speech on India
in the House to a survey of what has been done by
the Central and the Provincial Governments as a
result of the Whitley Commission and obherwiaa to
improve the conditions of life and labour in India
with a view to bringing about an increase of pro-
sperity and contentment amongsbt the masses. One
oan only say of the debate as a whole that it smacked
of unreality because of the inability of members to
sddress themselves to any question of constitutionsal
roform as being outeide of the matters before the
House, and bacause, too, of the sittings of the
Joint Select Committes. Even Mr, Churchill, who
made a oharaoteristioc speech ir which he gibed
at the Becretary of State for acoepting the re-
commendations of himself and his friends for the
batt.er. conduot of the administration, whilst rejecting
their advice regarding constitutional progress (which
nevertheless was regarded as essential and necessary )
discovered that the oocasion did not lend itself
to the offective exeroise of his peouliar powers of
disoussion, The Government, therefore, easily got
away with its vote, .

THE JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE.

During the past fortnight almost to the
exolusion of every other consideration, the Joink
Committee a3 & whole has devoted itaelf to the
wigorous examination of the Ssoretary of State for
India who had voluntarily eleoted to offer himself

83 8 witness with the amssistance of Sir Malcolm.

Hailey, 8ir Findland Stewart, the permanent Under
Becretary, and latterly Sir John Kerr as an expert
on the franchise proposals, Lest I forget I may

here. interpolate that the Indian women's delegation,.
baving submitted a reasoned memorandum, has

refused o give its oral evidence before one of the
sub-committees appointed for the purpose of hearing
detailed sectional evidence on the ground that the
subjeot-matter of its representations affecting at. least
forty-five per cent. of the population of Indis, was
vast and important enough to mnecessitate their
evidence being taken by the Committee as a whole
and not relegated to a subordinats body, The result
has proved embarrassing both for the Committse and
for the women's delegation, the prestiga of both of
whom is at stake. Unfortunately as the Committes
farising on the 3rd August, after taking the evidence
of the Mahasabha and one or two other similar
organisations and is not resuming for another two
mqnthn it 18 pomsible that if the women insist upon
hemg heard by the committes as & whole they will be
required to stay over until later in the year. At any
rate sub-committes O which was oconvenad for
Wednesday to hear their evidence, was obliged to;
abandon its sitting.

Reverting to the Sacratary of State, thera can be
no doubt, to judge from the reception that he had:
this week at the dinner given in his honour by the

thirty members of the Indian Central Legislature .

and also yesterday at the At Home to the Gaskwar
who made an admirable speach in support of Indisn
Faderatloq. Sir S8amuel Hoare has emergad from his
ordeal whioh is to continue next week, having made
friends with British Members and Indian delegates
alike by his frankness and straightforwardness and
by his resolute adhesion to whay is, on the whals,
looked at from his poink of view, and having regard
to the nature of the opposition in his own party, a.

| liberal intarpretation of the White Paper proposals,

Ha is entitled to claim justification for taking the
unprecedented risk of submitting himself, in his,
capacity as Secretary of State, to the most varied.
and intensive oross-examination from all guarters
of the Chamber.

There emerges so far from his evidence that the
Cabinet, thongh they may not be prepared to say 50,
in so many words, regard Dominion Status as the.
natural end of the present econstitutional proposais,
which they regard as transitional and as heading
naturally to a larger growth in the direction desired;
by Indian nationaliets ; that the constitution should,
incorporate oonstituent powers for the new Indian
Legislature within certain defined limits, and enabl-.
ing within those limits the Federal Legislatura to
make the necessary ohanges; and that the differ-.
encein time for operation between provineial suto-
nomy and federal cantral responsibility should be as,
short as poseible; that the . transitional changes,
for the period infervening between the two
should be relatively small ; that every possible end-"
eavour should bs made to overcome the difficalties
and obstacies at present standing in the way of the
establishment of Federation; and that the two main-
faotors of uncertaninty which it is the Government's:
desire to clear up without undue delay are intercon.!
nected questions of the acoession of the required-
minimum of States to the Pederation and the finanoi-~
al considerations enshrouding alike ~ provincial
antonomy and federal contral responsibility. It iato
the disoussions this wesk on these points which have’
been very eolaborately conaidered, both in question:
and answer, that I would refer your readers for their
detailed consideration. ' . S

It ia the general feeling among members and
delegates alike that, apart altogether from quastions
of natural differences and points of view, Sir Samuel
Hoare has received less than justice from seofions of-
the British and the Indian Press, based upon discon-
nectad, garbled, or distorted answers torn from thefk-
oontext, and conveying a.meaning totally at variance
with the legitimate interpretation of the prooeedings as
a whole, These daily reports of- the proceedings of tha,
Committes and of tha Sub-Committees ara therefore,
of the highest value and are entitled to careful
perusal as a8 whole. ' Incidentally jt ia interesting fo,
note that Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru's vehement probests
against any attempt bsing made to whittle down the
pledges or their implication for Dominion Status,
would result in his disinteresting himself entirely
from the present constitutional proposals.

1

-

Hiscelanenivs,

SERVANTS OF INDIA SOCIETY, POONA. _
REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1932-33.
( Continued from aur issue of July 90, 1983. )
ROUND TABLE CONFERENCE. |

In the last week of June, the Secretary of State”
for India snnounced his intention to abandon ' the
third session of the K. T.' C. and, instead, eall"
together a few experts and speoialists to privabe con--
sultations in London and then to mppoint & Joink:
Selaot Committes of Parliament to examine the pro--
posals of the Government. This led to a revolt on
the part of the Conmstitutionalists, and Mr. Joshi, -
along with Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru and others, -
resigned his place on the Consultative Committes
in protest. The Constitutionalista declired to take
part in the further disoussion of propesals for oons-



858

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

[ AvuGUsT 3, 1933,

titutionsl reform, s policy to which the members
of the Scciety who were members of the R, T. C,,
Messrs, . Sastri and Joshi, a8 well as the Society as
s body, fully subscribed.

Soon after, several important meetings of the
leaders of the Constifutionalists were held at the
Servants of India Society, Poona, to further consider
the position created by Sir Samuel Hoare's sabotage
of the Conference method. The meetings were
attended smong others by Mr. Sastri, Mr. M. R.
Jaykar, Mr. N. C. Kelkar, Dr. R. P. Paranipye,
Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, and Sir Cowsaji Jehangir
(Jr.). As a result, a manifesto was issued early in
August over the signatures of over a hundred lead-
ing men from all parts of India, stating -that “inthe
circumstances we are clearly of cpinion that the best
interests of the country require that those of our
countrymen who may be inviled to assist in the
further stages nf constitution.making should with-
hold co-operation unless and until the former
method is restored.”

Subsequent)y, the Secretary of State revised his
decigion and partially restored the Conference
method and convened the third session of the R. T. C.
To it Mr. Joshi wes invited, but not Mr, Sastri,
though both of them were members of the first two
geasions of the Conference.

THE COMMUNAL DECISION.

Onthe 17th of August Government published the
Communal Decision. From the national point of view,
the Decision was a great disappointment, though not
unexpected, While thoroughly disapproving of it, the
general policy of the Sooiety has been to accept it
under the eircumstances, for the reason that Indians
themselves, notwithstanding the most earnest efforts
made by Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru in the first instance
and by Mahatma Gandhi thereafter, could not arrive
at an agreement between themselves and it was left
to His Majesty’s Government fo impose a decision.

THE POONA PACT.

Not long after. the publication of the Decision,
Mahatma Gandhi startled the world by his resolve
to *' fast unto death ™ unless the Decision, in &0 far as
it affected the Depressed Classes, since named by
bhim * Harijans,” wasamended so as to eliminate
geparate electorates for them. As the Government,
in the Decision, had stated that if the parties con-
cerned came to an agreement on any modification,
they would accept it, conferences of Harijan and
Caste Hindu leaders were held in Bombay and in
Poona to arrive at an agreoment satisfactory to the
Mahatma., Messrs, Devadbar, Kunzru, Thakkar and
Bakhale took part in the discussions right up to the
termination of the fast. Ultimately, a system of
primary elections for the Harijans, to be followed
by joint slections for both sections of the Hindus,
was evolved, It obtained the approval of the Mahatma
and the Government, and the former, who had com-
tznenoed his fast on the 20th Sept., broke it on the

6th.

Anticipating that the numbers of the Depressed
Classes in India would be a matter of dispute, bacause
of the variety of definitions and estimates adopted
by different authorities at different times, Messrs.
Thakkar and Bakhale promptly prepared an exhaus-
tive and comparative statement of the relevant
figures and the representations proposed by various
authoritative bodies and made it available to the
members of the Conference. Both these members of
the Society, who had specialised knowledge of the
subjeot—Mr. Thakkar, besides being the President
‘and orgeniser of the Bhil Seva Mandal, had served
on the Bombay Depressed Classes and Aboriginal
Tribes Committee, and Mr. Bakhale had very recently

finished his work as a member of the Lothian Com-~
mittee on Indian franchise appointed by the British.
Government as o sequel to the second R.T.C—
placed their services ungrudgingly at the disposal of
the Committee and materially heiped to achieve agree-
ment. The Poona Pact was signed in Poona by Messrs.
Devadhar, Xunzru, Thakkar and Bakhsle from the
Society andthe subsequent ratification of it in Bombay
was signed by others,

CAMPAIGN AGAINST UNTOUCHABILITY.

One of the most important consequences of the
Poona Pact was the India-wide campsign for the
removal of untouchability and for the uplift of the
Harijans, Mr. A. V. Thakkar was sppointed the
Gen, Secretary of the Servants of the Untouchables
Society, with headquarters in Delhi. For six and half’
months from Qatober last he toured all the Provinces
of India to study the extent and intensity of the
problem of untouchability. The organisation hag 22
provincial branches and 178 district centres. Several
members of the Sceiety have been appointed to im-
portant executive offices of the organization. Mr.
Devadhar is the President of the Maliarishtra Branch,
and Mr. Kunzru of the U. P, Branch; Mr. Haredtta
Sharme is the Joint Seeretary of the Punjab Branch,
Mr. Venkatasubbaiya Secretary of the Madras City
Branch, and Mr, Negi of the U. P. Branch. They
are giving so much of their time to this work that
with some it has become their chief activity, The
first meeting of the Executivé Bosard of the 8. U.
Society was held at the S. 1. S. Headquarters in Poona
on the 3rd and 4th December, 1933. The constitution
of the Society, drafted principally by Messrs. Thakkar
and Kunzru, in consultation with the President of
that Society, Mr, G. D.Birla, was sdopted, Messra,
Sahu and Sivasubramanyam alsc did much active
work in this direction.

Mr, Sastri, along with Mr. C. Raiagopalachari,
issued a weighty manifesto in Oectober iast pleading
for the removal of untouchability. In November the
Mahatma himself secured permission of the Govern-
ment to carry on from within the Yeravda Jail
propaganda against untouchability. Ha decided to
issue statements, daily for some time and occasionslly
thereafter, to the press on the subject, in which,
with sli the earnestness and zeal that he alone ean
put forth, he earried on incessant propagandsa on his
own unique lines, He requisitioned the services of
the Society for securing extensive publicity to his
statements. Mr, Kodanca Rao and Mr, Vezebetween
them readily undertcok the work which lasted more
than two months, When the Mahatma decided to
start the weekly English journal, Harijan, the
Society gave him all fecilities for- its publieation,
short of accepting editorial responsibility.

UNITY CONFERENCE.

 Another repercussion of the Poona Pact and the
consequent modification of the Communal Decision,
was the desire entertsined in certain influential
quarters that another effort should be made to bring
about a communal settlement between Hindus,
Muslims, Sikhs snd other minorities in India.
Acoordingly, a Unity Conference was convened at
Allababad by Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. Mr.
Kungzru took a prominent part in it and Mr. Dube
also participated in it. The Conference was useful,
though it did not quite succeed. '

THE WHITE PAPER.

The speech of the Secretary of State at the oon-
olvsion of the third session of the R. T. C.indicated
pretty olearly the intentions of the British Govern-
ment regarding Indian constitutional reform, which,
of course, were very unsatisfactory. The worst fears
were more than justified when the White Paper was
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published in M2rch 1ast. Messrs, Sastri, Kunzru and
Joshi and the periodicals of the Socisty vigorously
criticised the scheme and indicated the modifications
necessary to sstisfy even moderate public opinion-in
Indis, Messrs. Sastri, Kunzrn, ' Joshi, Patwardhan,
Bakhale, Ambakar, Dube, Bharma and Kodanda Rao
participated in the last session of the Liberal
Fedaration held in Calcutta in April last, and Mr,
Sastrl in partioulsr contributed & most weighty and
wonvincing eriticism of the Whita Paper proposals.

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE, .

Mr. Joshi was invited fo form part of the Indian
Delogation whioh was to colluborate with the Parlia-
mentary section of tha Joint Selcct Committes
appointed to consider the proposals of the British
Fovermmnent contained in the White Paper.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,

Mr. Joshi continued to bs a member of the Legi-
glative Assembly and took part in several debates,

drawing special attention to the needs of labour, . He .
ventilated the griavances of third class pmssengers -
and of raillway employees, advacated the releass of

political prisoners and served vn Sslect Committees
<n the Workmen’s Compensation Bill and the Land
Acquisition Act Amendment Bill.

BOMBAY LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL,

Mr., Bakhale continued to serve on the Bombay
Legistative Counoil ns & nomiuated member to repra-
sont lahour interests.
Aracts Bill, by which Government intended to control
4he cotton market for political reasons, and the Bom-
bay Special Powers Bill, which was meant to give
dogislative form to arbitrary powers assumed by the
Jovernment under the Ordinances ; he severely oriti-
oised the extravagant olaims of the Aill-India Ser-
‘vices in respect of salaries and allowances; dsmanded

wgreater faojlities for technical education for textile
workers in Bombay; and drew attention to soma of
the recommendations of the Whitely Commission on
Indian Labour in respact of public health, and venti-
lated the grievancas of the working classes regarding
the registration and reeognition of trade unions, He
introduced a bill to raise the upper age limit for
compulsory education from 11 to 12, but his motion
was negatived. He introduced two other bille to
pecure labour representation in the Karachi Port
Trust and to control rents in Bombay City. He tried
to meoure eleoted representation for 1labour in the
‘Karaohi Muniocipality, He critioised the White Pa-
per in the Bombay Legislative Council from the
point of view of labour iuterests.

LI1BERAL ORGAWIZATIONS.

Messrs, Sastri, Kunzru, Sharma and Sshu con-
finued to be members of the Excoutive Committes of
the National Libers]l Federation., Maessrs. Kunzru
and Dube were members of the Council of the U, P.
Liberal Association and Messrs. Joshi and Bakhalse
of the Western India National Liberal Assoociation,
while Mr. Venkatasubbaiya was one of the Ssore-
:taries of the Madras Liberal League, Mr. Sastri was
the President of the Deccan Sabhs, Poona, and Mr,
D, V. Ambekar was the working Secretary. He was
elected to it for the fourteenth tima ir succession,
and was largely responsible for the administrative
work of the Decoan Sabha. He gave a large part of
his time to the collection of funds for the Gokhale
Hall in Poona, Maessrs, Patwardhan, Vaze, Limaye
and 8, G. Gokhale were members of the Council of
the Deoocan Sabha and took full share n the work
of that organisation, of which Mr. Gokhale was
-elected & Seoretary last year,

PERIODICALS.

".l:he Socisty continued to publish the “3ervant of
India", the English weekly, and the “Dayan Prakash”,

He opposed the Cotton con--

the Marathi Daily, from Poona and the “Hitavada™,
the English bi-weekly, from Nagpur. Mr, Kodanda
Rao, and in his absence, Mr. Vage, wore in editorial
chargs of the “Servant of India™, while: Messra.
Vage end Ambekar gave most of their time to the
conduct of the paper. Mr. Limaye was the editor of
the “Dayan Prakash” and was assisted by Mr. B. M.

Ambeakar and Mr. 8, G. Gokhale. Mr. V. S. Venkata~

raman, who was an employes of the Society, was

editor of the “Hitavada”, but recsntly he took lenve

preparatory to ‘retirement from the paper in order

to promote & new daily in Nagpur, Mr, Dravid, the

Senior Membsr at Nagpur; assumed aditorial charge

of the “Hitavada” from the middle of April 1933.
INDIAN STATES,

The Society in general, and Mesars, Vaze, Pat~

| wardhan and Thakkar in particular, .continued to

take keen interest inthe nmelioration of the condition
of the subjects of Insian States. Mr. Vazs main-
tsined a vigorous campaign in the columns of the
“Servant of India"” and the “Samsthani Swarajya™
to the effoct that Federation was worthwhile only if
the Indian States wore assimilated to the Indian
Provinoes as units of the Federation, that the repre-
sentation of the States in the [fedsral legislature
should be by eleotion by the subjeots of the States and
not by nominstion by their autocratic Princes, and
that fundamental rights should ba extended to the
States' subjeots, He contested the view that central
responsibility for British India wss constitutionally
impossible without Federation. Mr., Patwardhan
advocated the same views in the " Samsthani
Swarajya ", of which ha continued to be in chargs.
In April 1233 he presided over the Conference of tha
Punjab States’ Subjects at Dethi. and successfully
ropresented their views before the last »session of the
Liberal Faderation. He econtinued to be one of the
Sacretaries of the Dakshini Samsthan Hitavardhak
Babha and officiated as the Joint Seoretary of the
All-India States’ Subjects’ Conferencs,

Mr, Patwardhan was & member of the Phaltan
and Aundh States’ Legislative Councils, and Presi-
dent of the former.

INDIANS ABROAD.

The Society, and the “Servant of India" in parti-
oular, kept up wvigilant interest in the fortunes of
Indians abroad. Mr. Sastri cabled to Sonth Africa
deprecating the resolution of the South African
Indian Congress to boycott the Feetham Commission
and to offer passive resistance to the administration
of the Transvaal Asiatio Laad Tonure Act. Mr.
Kodanda Rao deliversd two lectures on Indians
Abroad in Janusary last in Bangalore and repeated
them in Mysore under the auspioes of the My=ore
‘University Extension Scheme,

ORIYA PROVINCE, )

Mr. Sahu continaad to take active part in the
agitation for the constitution of the new province of
Orissa, which proved successful. The question of the
boundaries of the new province is yet & bong of
contention between different interests. Cd

LABOUR.

Several membars of the Soclely gave their time
and energy to the cause of labour. As stated abova,
Mr, Joshi represented labour interests in the Consul-
tative Oommittee, the third session of the R, T. C. and
the Indian Delegation to the Joint Select Committes
and the Legisiative Assembly and Mr, Bakhale in
the Bombay Legislative Council,

Mr. Bakhale was the General Seocretary of
the Indian Trades Union Federation, which held
its first session last yaar at Madras, Four tr_ade
unions were newly atiliated to the Federstion,
bringing its total strength to 40 unions and abouk
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78,500 membere. He kept the Federation in continuous
touch with the Unions, as well as with the British
Trades Union Congress and the Internationsl Fede-
ration of Trade Unions. The last was, through Mr.
Joghi's and his efforts, persuaded o continue its finan-
cinl assistance to the Indian Federafion.

Messrs, Joshi ‘and Bakhale attended fhe Trade
Union Unity Conference in Madras in July last and
the latter was a member ‘of the sub-commitiee
appointed‘to explore the basis of unity between the
two national trade union organisations in Indis.
This unity was finally achieved in April last in Cal.
outta and Mr, Bakhale tock steps to inaugurate the |
united body in May 1933.

My, Bakhale was re-sleécted Ceneral Secretary of |
the Bombay Textile Labour Union and the President ;
of the Bombay Port Trust Railwaymen’s Union. By |

is representation, he was able.to secure better water -
supply faciliiies fo the members of the latter'i
Union. !
[

Mr. Joshi was appointed Chairman and Mr.
Bakhele Secretary of the Committee formed in Bom-
bay to arrange for the defence in appeal of the
Communists who were convicted in the Meerut .
trial. -
1

( To be continued. )

Oorrespondence,

DICTATORSHIP.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

IR,—There are scme. people in the country who
s think that the present degenerated state of
India's politics, specially that of the Congress
ean be bettered if Mr.Gandhi is made the sole dicta-
tor of the country. This view is the outcome of thres
fxctors, firstly, the religious instinct of the people,
gecondly, the dynamic personality of Mr, Gandhi
himself, and thirdly, the contemporary dictatorial
regimes in Italy, Germany, Turkey, eto. .And
among these three factors, the most decisive iIs the
last one, for it puts before the eyes of every practioal
Indian the simple and concrete results of the dicta-
torial experiments in some of the advanced countries
and it appeals to him 80 much as to have it repeated
in his own country, But the advisers and promoters
of this scheme do not realige that the social, religious,’
economio and politioal condition of those countries
is far different from that of India.

‘Wo should remember that whether a nation re-
flects her renl gelf In the form of = dictatororofa
demooracy, it is neocessary that it must be preceded
by'a spiritual unity, for it is that ' oneness’ which
helps a nation to see its image in the forin of a State.
‘But Tndis has not 'attained that unity up ko this time
and 'theréfore any wcheme of dictatorship ‘st this

t Europe.
| & united nation than the Equator.™

stago will retard its inner growth, for dictators al-
ways mould the material in their hand in their own

“form. This absenos of unity is go telling thet it is

harmful not only to the harmony of the country but
also to the personality of the dictator. It was only
recently when Mr, Gandhi went to the 2nd R, T, C,
as the spokesman of :India’s masses that his position
wag challenged not only by Moslems and Anglo-
Indians, but also by Hindus, And he failed to pose
then as the dictator of India, as the Congress seemed
to depute him, All this was due to the absence of
resl unity in the country, and it was for the rame
Teason that Mr. Churchill said: " India is an abstra-
ction ... India is no more & political personality than
India is & geographical term. It is no more
8o before we
talk of either demooracy under reforms, or of dicta-
torship under Mr, Gandhi, we should harness all the
physical and psychical forces in the country to create
that spiritual unity which will find its expression in
& united concrete India and not “an abstraction".

If we overlook this basie defect, and suppose for
the sake of further discussion that there is unity
in the country, and so we must have a dictatorial
experiment, we are at once faced with another insur-
mountable obstacle and that is the mystic charaocter

| of the proposed dictator himself, i, e. of Mr. Gandhi.
4 All his speeches, statements, writings and actions

show that he is better to be & religious hero than to
be & political guide, His utility for the role of a
dictator is set in high relief when we compsare his
charaoter with that of other dictators as Stalin,
Kamal Pasha, Mussolini -or Hitler. All of them are
.men of practioal commonsense without any mystic
touches, They believe in the world and its ways.
Their world is quite different from that of Mr, Gandhi
who is deeply religious, mystic and sentimental.
His philosophy of life will rather emasculate the
manhood of India than regenerate and invigorate
it. His wvery nature befits him to play 'the role
of a religious hero like Chaitapya or Sultan Husain
Shah' of Jaunpur than of a Hitler or of a Kau-
talya. When Mr. V.J. Patel and Mr. Subhash Bose
said, * Mr. Gandhi as ‘a political leader has failed”,
they uttered a profound truth which is further attest-
ed by his recent Poona move.

The Poona episode ought to be & great lesson fo
the country as well as to the preachers of dictator-
ship, for it shows how the Congress world, being
ruled for some time by a few dictators, has ultima-
tely Iost all courage, determination and consoience;
and the qualities which once marked the general
body of the Congress, have become the property of
the few whoare now driving the Congress members
as a dumb flook of -sheep. The Congress expsriment
shows that dictatorship in tha country will osuse its
politioal suioide, for it will slowly kill the epirit of
jndividual liberty and the freedom of conscience
smong the masses; and they will never be able to
develop in themselves that politioal conscience and
'n real sense of values which are most vital for the
reflsotion of the soul of & natiom 'in the formof a
‘State. If India wants Swaraj to develop its real pet-
‘sonality, then it fs time that all ories for dictatorship
should be given up. Wa should try to follow the
‘political formula of Englishmen, “Leave the people
alone; a free'action, a ¢lear stage, and they will do the
rest for themselves . Yours, eto.

H. 8. LAL,
Simia, July 25.
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