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TOPICS OF THE WEEK. 

IF wa are unable to ooma to a settl8lI\ant with Mr. 
Co II Jinnah and his followars, what is one 
R.u':~':." 1m to. say of thosa who assembled at the 

. All.Parties Muslim Conferenoe in 
Delhi, who adopted a resolution whioh oan only be 
desoribed as oommunalism run mad? They demalld 
separate eleotorates and exoessive representation not 
only on the provincial and the central legislatures 
but on all other statutory self-governing bodies; due 
share in 'the central and provincial Oabineta; ade­
quate share in all services of the State and on 'all 
statutory self.governing bodies; and what not? 
Every fantastio demand ever put forward by any 
Mahomedan reoelves endorsement at the hands of 
this Oonferenoe. It is a pity that H. H. the Aga 
Khan should have lent his name and support to such 
a body; and it is a tragedy of Indian publio life that 
Moulana Mahomed Ali, to wlq whose.suppm Maha. 
tma Gandhi made the whole fbuntry espouse the ex· 
ploded oause of the Khilafat, seoonded 'hese de­
mands and made an exoeedingly truoulent speeoh 
in its support. One's heart sinks at the thought that 
the Ali brothers should have been among the staun­
ohest supporters of the Conferenoe. It therefore rll­
dounds doubly to the oredit of Mr. Jinnah that Ii. 
steadfastly refused to join it and dissuaded his 
League from jointng It either. With suoh Muslim 
leaders as these other communities must he able to 
arJive at a oompromi88; what, in making this oom­
promise eaoh oommunity must oonsider is not how 
little it ahould oonoede, lIut how muoh it can, in the 
nati<Jl1al interest, The All-Parties Muslim Confer • 

• 

enoe will have served a useful purpose if the publio 
realises from its proceedings what they will be bar. 
gaining for if they do not make up their outstanding 
differenoes with the saner seotion of the Muslims. 

• ••• 
THE Aeader of Allahabad has rendered a distinc~ 

• publio eervice by publishiog a 
u. P. Oovera~ summary of the memorandum sub-
meat'. R._t,oa- . d b U P G 
•• y Propos"'. mitte y the . . overnment to 

• . the Simon Oommission. Though ilo 
hBS gone out to the Commission in the name of the 
U. P. Government, it embodies the views only of the 
two exeoutive counoillors, Sir Malcolm Hailey excus­
ing himself on the ground of his newness to th., 
provinoe and the Ministers' views, if any, not accom­
panyjng the memorandum. A pertlllal of the mem()o 
randum will convince any unprejudiced reader thai. 
far' from oonferring any new rights on the people, the 
U. P. Government is anxious to withdraw someo o~ 
those already granted to them. There ilPnot even the 
remotest traoe of provinoiBI. autonomy in any shape 
01' form nor even any definits suggestion of< he transfer 
of more subjeota to popular oontrol, even the id~ 
of transferring criminal tribes to popular ministera 
being a matter of disagreement between the framers 
of the memorandum I Not only do' they look: upon 
police and justioe as seourity subjeots, but also upon 
land revenue, whioh cannot; be allowed to be touohed 
by the profane hands of responsible MiniSters, It need 
hardly be added that the idea of an Upper Chamber 
finds in them very strong supporters, so much SO 
that, left to themselves, they would make it. more 
powerful than the popularly elected House and would 
em-power at to override the latter's deoisions. U ndel' 
.the soheme propoubded in the memorandum, the Gov­
ernor would oontinue to e'1joy powers of overruling 
his'Ministsrs and would be enabled to defy an iooon­
venient popular House by inducing the Upper one 
to reverse' ita deoisions. While nothing has hap. 
pened in the past eight years whioh would warr,nt 
the belief that the Legislature has blindly refused 

. supplies for the reserved half of the Government, the 
distinguished authors of the U. P. Government's 
noemorandum would leave nothing to chanoe. They 
would either give the Governor-in.Counoil the power 
to t .. ke any demand refused by the Lower House to 
the Upt!llr one with a view to getting it reinstated 
there or in the alternative vest the Upper House 
with the sole power to vote supplies for the reserved 
departments. This would be a distinot going back' 
upon present conditions, under whioh the Legislature 
enjoys 80me control, however restrioted, over thallI> • 
departments; and it is sure to be deeply resentell by 
Indian publio opinion. Lip homage has been don ... 
*0 the prinoiple of joint ministerial responaibUity; 
but so muoh is made of the diffioul~88 in its 
way that one oannot be far wrong or even unfair 
flo the U. P. Government if one Inferred that they 
wauld nat wasta .much dart over its Jlatab~ 
ment. Aooording to tha memorandum, the franohlSlt 

• 

• 



• 

• 

THE SERVANT OF INDIA. [JANUARY 10, lJ.;~. 

would be lowered only to the extent of adding 
a modest 30,000 to the voters' register while 
co=unal representation would continue to be 
the unenviable feature of our electoral arrange­
ments that it has been in the past. Even in the 
new order of things the U. P. Government have no 
intention of ceasing to play providence to the 
Ministers and cannot afford to leave them to shift 
for themselves without official assistance. To this 
end, while the official bloc would be transferred 
hom the Lower to the Upper House, it oould run 
to the rescue of the Ministers, in case of need, by 
defending in the Lower Hous~~eir actions and 
policies by speech, though not by vote. 

* * 
PnOF. V. G. KALE'S presidential address at the 12th 
The Indian Economic session of the Indian Econo~io 
Conlerence Conference was very suggestive 

. and pointed out the laounae of 
the present Indian study of economic theory, sug­
gesting at tbe same time the lines of future improve­
ment. After pointing out how the level of teaohing 
and study of Economics has been low on account of 
the preoccupation of the professor with ooach­
ing the students. he expressed a hope that 
the post-graduate oourses recently provided in 
our Universities would be widened in their scope 
so as to stimulate the spirit of seBrch after truth alld 
soientific accuracy and integrity in interpreting 
oarefully marshalled facts The desideratum in his 
opinion is the Western spirit of work in our Univer­
sities. He ex pressed satisfaotio n at the belated ra­
oOgllition by Government of the vital need of asso­
ciating trained eoonomists in the work of solving 
economic questions by tha . agellcy. of Commissions 
and Committees of enquiry and warned the Press and 
the politicians against ignoring the teachings of eoo­
nomio scienoe. The new eoonomio awakening must be 
utilized for training the new generation in soientifio 
ways of thought and enlisting the sympathy and 
support of the Government and the public for the 
cause of economic science and its teacbing. Speak. 
ing about agreed oonolusions Prof. Kale disoards the 
view that economics ought to be a positive science 
dealing only with what is, without opening its mouth 
about what ought to be or about measures of politi­
oal and social reform based on the application of its 
trutbs to problems of aotual life. Coming to ·the 
trend of Indian economia thought he showed how 
Ranade was one of the fi"t to break loose from the 
grasp of the powerful influence of English orthodox 
economios and gave a valuable lead. L3-issez faire 
has heen abandoned by the Government as unsuited 
toJndian conditions and the need for State aotion in 
the sphere of the advancement of agrioulture as well 
as the advancement of industry by a polioy of pro­
tection has been amply acknowledged. We may say 
in plssing that the recognition has been very tard,' 
and grudging; still it is a great step forward. But 
his great complaint is that this policy is not pursued 
by Government in relation to the foroes oP distur­
banoe coming from outside the country-referring in 
partioular to the ourrency and exchange polioy of 
the latter day. Prof. Kale agrees with the Agrioul­
ture Oommission in holding that the problems about 

• tift! rayat bave been handled pieoemeal aud that no­
bodi studies the rayat as a whole; and he says, "The 
social, the organio, the national point of view must' 
nev~r be lost sight of in all suoh questions." The 
remedy aoclbrding to him is the detailed investigation 
and researoh into all the branohes of sooial life and 
based upon this the "sorutiny of measures of reform 
proposed and the formulation pf policies for the 
guidance of Government and the publio." 

* 
• 

WE feel confident that the Pre3s Conferenoe whioh 
The Pte •• Conferen ••. h~s been recently inaugurated 

Will do us a world of good by 
ventilating ~he grievances of journalists whioh 
handicap an already depressed profes,ion. A few 
such grievauces and handioaps were ventilated by 
Mr. Chattsrji, the Chairman of the Reoeption Com­
mittee of the All·India Press Conference and by Mr.K. 
Natsrajan, the President. Mr. Chatterji dwelt on the 
great illiteracy !If the pe~ple as the leading bar to the 
progress of journalism .• He deplored the faot that 
India should not be able to supply oheaply indigen­
ous paper, ink and photdgraphio materials. One good 
suggestion made by him is the transfer of correspon­
dents by mutual arrangement by the dailies in dif­
ferent provinces to serve on one another's staffs, 
which he thinks would.oure them of their provinoial 
angularities and broaden their outlook. The depen­
denoe of India on the foreign news agencies is, liS he 
pointed out, a great factor tending towards perversioll 
and manipUlation of news. Mr. Natarajan emphasized 
the need of reorganizing journalism as a distinot 
profession and dissociating it from active politioal 
work and deprecated the notion that journalism wasa 
profession for the waifs and the bungled who had failed 
in other walks of life. Mr. Na~rajan thinks that 
the newspaper office is the best scheiol of journalism 
and reoommends every well-established newspaper to 
train up young men of promise year after year so 1108 to 
be available for service. In spite of tiJ.is wethinl!: that 
the idea formlilated bY'Sir C. H. Setalvlld of having 
schools of jouTnalitm attached to Universities is 
thoroughly sound and is not SO utopian as many are 
inolined to imagine. We are afraid Mr. N atarajan's 
suggestions about a register of journalists and a 
register of newspapers with a view to consolidate t~e. 
position of journalism is rather vague and we reCralD 
from any comment unless definite schemes are adum­
brated. He dwelt on the neoessity for mitigating the 
severity of the oriminallaw in order to give a wider 
latitude to newspapers who may make mistakes in 
good faith and he thinks that they should not be pen­
alised except in the oase of deliberate malice. It was 
to'be expected that Mr. N atarajan should raise a strong 
protest against the mllnner in whicll the Free Press 
io India was treated for publishing confidential in­
formation submitted to the Simon Commission and 
we endorse his objection to the oensorship establish­
ed by the President of the . Commission. A resolu­
tion to this effect was passed by the Conferenoe with 
only a few dissentients. It is high time th~t high­
hande<l methods ourt!<iling the liberty of the press 
should altogether ca"sa to be tolerated in India. 

.. .. 
THE' Convention and the Congress overshadowed 

the numerous other conferenoes 
Postmen's. held at Caloutta during the na-
Conleronce. tional week and oonsequently 
the work of the latter' received but soant notioe. 
One suoh oonferenoe was that of postmen and mem­
bers of the lower grade staff in the Postal Depart­
ment in the whole of India and Burma. This had for 
its President Mr. A. Rangaswamy. Aiyangar .and 
for its Chairman of the RecaptIon CJmmittee 
Mr. N. C. Chunder. The .latter showed how mlloh 
leeway had yet to be made befo~a the Indian 
postman's material prospeots appr9ximated to those 
of his hrother in England. Before the War a post­
man in Ellgland started with a salary of 23s. II week, 
whereas now it has been raised to 53s. a week or 
Rs 150 per mensem. 011 the other hand the starting 
m~nthly salary of the postm~!l in this country i.s 
about Rs. 25. While the Eng\1sh postman has h~s 
salary doubled after 14 years' servioe, that ol hIS 
oom~eer in India does not go up to that leval evan. 
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<.~ -after 21 years' service I But though in rEspeot of 

salary he occupies a position very much inferior to 
the English postman, the case is quite the reverse 
in regard to the amount of work expeoted of both. 
It is a matter for wonder that though the authorities 
in India are sensible of this state of affairs, as was 
apparent from the speech made by Mr. Bems, the 
L ireotor-General of Posts and Teleglaphs at the 
last year's oonference in Bombay; there is no definite 
inolination on their part to offer the hard worked 
Indian postman more attractive prospeots and better 
conditions of work. We are of course not unaware 
that a revision of their sala1les har recently taken 
plaoe ; but as the presidenf,rightly pointed out and 
as the conferenoe itself sur,sequentl,. affirmed, the 
revision falls oonsiderably ""hort of the postmen's 
demands formulated in 192~ and has failed to give 
satisfaotion. If the Indian postman's efficiency is 
not to suffer and If he is to retain his well· deserved 
reputation for integrity in the midst of temptations 
it is necesRary that his' rellllonable demands a~ 
regards his salary and prospeots should be met 
as far as poesible. We ; hope this wiI1 be done 
without avoidable delay. Similarly, not muoh 
proglE 8S appears to have been made in carrying 

. into effeot the Ryan Committee's recommendation 
in favour of effioient and qualified postmen 
being appointed to lower division clerkships in 
the I'e~aItment. Besides creating new channels of 
promotion to desening Il,oElmen, the proposal had 
also tbe merit of EffEcting Eome economy in public 
expenditure and should on that ground alone have 
oommended it.,lf to the authorities, but somehow 
they have not taken too kindly to it. It is to be 
hOPEd that inquiries will be !pade with a view to 
finding .out the obstacles that have prevented fuller 
effeot being given to this recommendation. In the 
resolutions passed bY' the oonferenoe eJ:preEsion has 
heen given to some of the postmen's grievances which 
seem to us to deserve sympathetic consideration 
at the hands of Government. 

* * * 
IT is well· known that Rabindranath Tagore was one 
Togore OD IDdiaD of the. fiercest opponents of non· 00-
Politico. opHatton, but he never favoured the 

policy of thoEe either who set out to 
give di!criminating co-operation to Government. 
Tagore lD fact was equelly critical of hath oo-operators 
and non· co· operators, but he had no construotive 
policy of his.own The Indian Daily Mail notioing the 
beck of Tegore's lettns (retened to by ~ur European 
eorreEpondent in tbis is~ue,) has scme keen oritioism 
to offer of Tagore's inconsistency. Our oontemporary 
lIays :-

If non~co·oreratfon was wrong, sCime form ofoOo'opera­
tion was obviously tbe only right course open. The Poet 
'Wculd Dot argue out the point. Be lomehow KoUha idea 
that Liberalism was fns(:ired by expedienoy, and he 
disliked the thcught of e:rt=edieDoy. ·'The talk and behavi­
our altha Mcderate Party in India," be wrote. "fail to 
inspire because of tbil-beoause their moderation ..,ringa 
from the colourless prinoiple." of expedienoy. The bond 
of expedienoy between tbe p('werful and the weak muat 
have lome element in it which ia degrading. n brings 
to UI giftl for wbiob we can olaim no oredit whatever, 
esoelit, lIerh8ps, persistenoy of expectation and Dnb.Bled 
employment of imJ:ortullity. When our olaims are feeble. 

.amd our method of realilinl them is altogether unheroio. 
then the very bOOD8 granted to us make U8 poorer. That: 
ia why the 'Moderates in India leok so pitifully obsoure by 
"1he lide of the ExtremisU." The real Issue. however. is 
110t bow tbe .Moderates look by the side of the Extremists. 
hut What the-y have been able to achieve. However in­
admissible es.pedffDoy may be in poetry, it is the very 

.Iuff ofwhioh politiol ia made •. Onl,.lhe .. II a large,.s 

• 
• 

distinguished from a petty. e:r:pedienoy and the statesman 
difftn from a mere politioian in that he prefers the former 
to the latter. The Poet, it is olear. bu Dot understood the 
wisdom of moderation. 'true, there is nothing speotaoular 
about moderation- as there is about extremism. But tbe­
vital processes whiob eustsin Ufe and thought have very 
little of the speotaoular about tbem. The Poet undersanda 
that "patriotism is proud of itl!! bulk" and he 8aya that, 
inasmuoh 88 it has itl passion for- power, he himself i.' 
not a patriot. Then why rail at the Moderates, beoause 
their methods do Dot bulk large in the eyes of the sensa­
tion-loving publio ? 

" " " 
SPECULATION is rife about the effects of the en­
The" Flappe " franchisement of a large. number of 
Vote. r. women on the distribution of parties 

and on the qual mcations of men that 
are likely to succeed in ingratiating tbemselv<s inta 
the favour of new voters. It was surmised a few 
months ago that the majority of the vots would ha 
oast in favour of Socialists, but opinion is now 
veering round to the belief that the woman vote would 
be predominantly Conservative. Mr. Baldwin reoently 
BJ:pressed his oonfidenoe in the judgment olthe new 
women voters who would in his opinion vats Can • 
servative out of sheer gratitude for the passing of tbe 
measure giving them the privilege. It is suggested 
that as a resultof the reform good looks and upright 

. oarriage would carry more weight with the new voters 
than wisdom and intelleotual aocomplishments. But 
this would be paying a poor oompliment to the en­
franchised women. We ourselves do not think s() 
meanly of the average woman in England as to sup. 
pose that she will easily suooumb to the blandish­
ments of a good faoe or a charming smile and pre­
fer them to oommon sense or worldly wisdom. A­
part from the sensTtive vaso-motor system and oller 
natural volatile temperament so muoh. emphasized 
by those who have studied the physiologioal aspeots 
of feminism, it seems diffioult to believe that a 
woman with a vote would be so oblivious of the 
plain dictates of ~ reaSOn in the matter of the selec­
tion of a candidate for the honour of being a legisla­
tor. The idea that old foggies who oannot hring 
themselves to oultivate new manuers should retire 
oannot be taken too seriously. This is just the time 
when they should stick to their Plats if only to 
prove that merit is a bstter passport to a political 

.oareer than good looks. Many are in eJ:pectation 
of an influx, of women candidates who would 
be better adepts in the art of oatching the votes of 
their !lwn seJ:, ~ut this so far is a mere speoulation. 
In thIS conneotIon we may quote the opinion of Mrs. 
Snowden e:l:pressed in the "Feminist Movement'" "w . . omen WIll have to submit to tests far more severe 
than any man would have to faoe, for women oandi­
dates would have to faoe not only the prejudioes of 
the male elector but the hostile oriticism of U:te 
average wcman elector who will oertainly not be 
inclined to favour one of her own seJ:. The standards 
women set up for each other are much higher than 
the staudards whioh men set up for women." If 
this judl!ment can be relied upon we need not expeot 
any oataolysmio ohanges in the environment of the 
polls or any ecoentrio tests imposed Oil the eligibility' 
of a candidate. A slight adaptability will no doubt 
have to be displayed by the politician of the orthodoJ: 
pattern, but thero is oertainly no need for a flutter in 
the doveootes of parliamentary candidetes who have 
the requisits amount of ability and self·oonfiden~ .• 
The eJ:ample of Norway and Finland and of Auifra­
lia and New ~.al and within the Empire shows 
that women will vete nearly on the same Iinell .... 
men and follow the line of politioal evolution. 

• * * 
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SEEK UNITY AND ENSUE IT. 

IN a r~cent statement issued 'to the Pl'ess, Mr. Subash 
<:1handra Bose avers, and it ia eaey to believe him, 
that the support received in the Congress for his 
Ind;Pendence amendment, though only two·thbds 
of the support received for the original resolution, 
amounted in fBOt to a moral viotory, inllSmuoh as 
a number of those who voted for Dominion Status 
did so out of personal deference to Mahatma Gandhi 
who had to be speoially put in charge of the reso· 
lution in order to pull it through. That there is 
landslide in favour of independenoe no one oan 
deny, but in these disoussions, whether within 
the Congress or without, too much emphasis is 
placed on the objeotive to be attained, and too little 
on the means to be employed in attaining it. To 
Congressmen at any rate independence is a far 
worthier goal than dominion ·status, and we think it 
will be granted that it will also cost us a keener strug­
gle and will therefore demand a better equipment than 
dominion status will. What preparation hIlS been 
made, or what is proposed to be· made with a view 
to accelerating its advent? Or, to use an exp.ession 
which is muoh in vogue at present, what sanctions 
lie behind the demand for independenoe? Mr. Subash 
Chandra Bose was studiously silent on this point in 
the Congress, and so is he in the later interview. He 
has a good deal to say about Mahatma Gandhi and 
Pandit Nehru having lowered the Congress flag, but 
he !las nothing whatever to say '"as to how the in­
dependence for whioh he strives-verbally-is to be 
translated from the Congress record into an actu­
ality. Independenoe suggests at onoe a struggle on 
the physioal for ce plane, but this is forbidden to Mr. 
Bose as to others by the Congress creed of non·vio. 
lence, to whioh no amendment has been proposed. 
How a non·violent movement is to seoure independ. 
ence none of the champions of independence care 
to tell us, unless of oourse it be that Great Britain 
of her own aocord withdraws her sovereignty from 
India as the U.S. has promised to do from the 
Philippines. We may be unduly incredulous, but 
it seems to us exoeedingly unlikely. 

Nor is Mahatma Gandhi's plan of aotion-for 
the attainment within a year of the lower ideal of 
dominion status-quite plain to us. He no douht is 
hfv1self committed, and has oommitted the Congress, 
to organise mass civil disobedience and non·pay­
ment of taxes a year from now. But what preparation 
lies behind this campaign? Mahatma Gandhi had 
a out and dried soheme before, when he first started 
the now defunot non.oo.operation movement, in 
which oertaln first steps were to be taken before 
they could lead to the adoption of the extreme 
measure of mass oivil disobedienoe. Whether those 
stages were in faot oaloulated to oulmlnate in the 

• ftnal one is a different question; but to Mahatma 
GlloI\dhi there was a regular gradation in rnon.oo­
operation. The people had to master a few prelimi· 
nllJl]" lessons before they oould graduate in the mass 
movement. And however irrational these first lessons 
might have been, and howsoever unrelated to the 

. . 
ultimate objeotive of civil disobedienoe, the,. 
had one supreme merit, viI. that they habituat­
ed the people to self-saorifioe and self.sufferhag. 
The giving up by lawyers of thpir praotice may have 
little to do with pBSsive resistance; but it at any 
rate shut up,those law,.ers who, without undergoing 
any saorifioe in their own perlons, incited the general 
mass of people to oourt terrible sufferings for them­
selves, and pushed to the fore men who had at leaat 
earned a olaim to be .heard by making some saori. 
fice in what thiy believed to be the public interellt. 
The movement was thu\ based to a oertain extent on 
self·abnegation and for thil reason extorted an amount 
of admbation even from its bitterest opponents. It 
had aleo the further merit of providing the movement 
with an automatic cheok. A momentary enthusiasm 
would perhaps carry the people through the firlt 
stages; but unless the enthusiasm WIIS sustained and 
a real spirit of self.saorifice was in evidenoe conti· 
nuously for a fairly long period, the people would 
not qualify themselves, aocording to Mahatma Gan­
dhi's oode, for the final plunge. 

But all these items in non·co-operation are now 
given up. The publio have lost faith in tbem and 
they cannot any longer be revive·d. This impossibility 
of revival of the earlier stages of non.co.operation 
does not however convince Mahatttla Gandhi now, 
as it would have oonvinoed him some years ago, 
of the impossibility of oontemplating the organiza· 
tion of mass resistance. Apparently, the self·dilci­
pline and self-sacrifioe obtained by praotising the 
simpler forms of· non-oo-operation are no longer 
necessary, aooording to him, for initiating and oarry­
ing on the most difficult part of it. In the construotive 
programme now reoommended to the people, there 
are none of those items whioh enta.i1 sacrifioe on tbe 
workers. Prohibition of drinks; removal of untou· 
ohabilit,. ; righting of social abuses; sex equality ( a 
point whioh makes its appearance for the first time 
in the Congress programme) ; village reconstruction 
-these and suohlike items DOW form the means 
whereby the oountry is to be got ready for mllSs 
oivil disobedience on January 1, 1930. This is, as 
Mrs. Besant says, a social reform programme. We 
do not oontemn it; it is quite excellent. But what 
relation does it bear to mass civil disobedience? Nor 
is it intended to take the :final plunge onl,. if this 
programme is carried out-not in words, but in deeds. 
The present non-co.operation movement therefore is 
neither based on self·sacrifice, nor does it provide 
an automatic cheok as the former one to a certain 
degree was and did. Whatever the oountry's record 
may be in purging the oountry of untouchability, 
plaoing women on a footing of equality with men, 
redressing other sooial wrongs at the end of the year, 
the oampaign of mass civil disobedience hIlS to be 
started on the next New Year's day. It means tpat a 
ohallenge is to be thrown down to Government, irre • 
speotively of the extent of the oountry's prepared. 
118I!B to offer suoh a ohallenge. This defect makes 
the Don·co-operation that threatens to come far more 
dangerous than the non-co-operation that was with us 
till the other day. Only one item had been included 
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in the draft resolution on oonstructive work, which 
If it had been retained as a test of the capacity of the 
people to start civil disobedience, would have averted 
the danger. This item wae the payment by every 
member of the Congress of 5 per oent. of his income. 
But this item bad to be eventually delete~ owi'ng 10 
tho insistence of some of the most forward advocatss 
of independenoe. By the bye it affords an eloquent 
oommentary on Ibe genuineness of the inspiration 
wbioh these advooates are sai4 t~ bav .. derived from 
Moscow. • 

The fatsful event is to takr place a year hence 
and nobody seems to worry about it just now. But, 
apart from tbe probability that the event, when it 
comes to pass, will inflict great suffering on the peo­
ple, the comfortable balief that the necessary sanc. 
tions will be prepared automatioally when the mo­
ment for applying them arrives oan only lead people 
to negleot the only sanction whioh in our opinion 
It Is both neoessary and feasible to forge--the sanction 
of unity. Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru at the Liberal 
Federation gave weighty expression 10 this ssntiment 
whioh al~.Liberals share. In moving the resolution 
on responsible gov'ernment at the Federation, 
Dr. Sapru said :-

.. I have been "ery often asked by my young friends in 
Oaloutta BDd elsewhere a8 to what are the sanotions 
behind U8 for enforoing our demand,. My aDswer is this. 
I radioally differ from those who think that, by forging 
.. be 8ta~dard type of IIBna'ioDS whioh they have in new, 
the,. Dan aohieve anything. I believe in ODe sanotion 
only, that .1, the· united will of the Dountry. (Hear, 
hear.) If ODoe we Dan remove the oommunal misunder-
8tandings, if onCe we can show to the minorities, and 
shoW' to them most unmistakably, that the minoritiea 
.tand to gain everything and 10le nothing under a 
system of reapoDlible government. if we can readjust 
our locia} relations, if we oan broaden our ideas of 
eooDomio qrestioDs, if we oan bring about a geDeral 
arnouni of unanimity on vital national questions, r per-
80nally think you will not rec;,uire aD other sanotion, be· 
oaulie I feel absolutely persuaded on one point. and it is 
that the Englishman is such "II. practical-minded bUli­
nesalike 80rt of man that when onoe he oomel to know 
tbtlt India il In dead earnesi about dominion status and 
responaibJe ,government, he will not wait for other sanc­
tionl. He will oome to 'au and .&y -" Now Dome to a 
lettlement ". Therefore. when my young friends talk of 
other laDotions I alwayS' remind them that the very 
first lancUon that hal got to be forged by us is the 
lanotion of unity. the removal of those differenoes whioh 
ha'fe disfigured our publio life, the removal of thoae 
ditferenoea whioh have rent our acoiety into pieoes and 
if an, effort i. made in bringiDg about tnat harmon,., 
in briDling about that ao-operation between ODe seotion 
of IndtaD soolet, and aDother seotioD, I venture' to lay. 
Dot only on my bumble behalf but on behalf of m,. part,.. 
that you will find tbe Liberal. atanding IIhoulder to 
shoulder witb every otber party, whatever may be it. 
label In the oountry." . 

The unity which is luoh a great desideratum is 
not after all so diffioult of attainment _on the basis 
of the Nehru Report, if one looks rationallyal the 
BUuation. With just a Email amount of give and 
take, It should be quite easy to bring about unity 
among the progressive seotions of our Hindu, Mos­
lem, Sikh and other politiolans. It Is easy for 
Hindus to plok boles in the M ahomedan olaims, 

• 
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and for Mahomedans in Ihe Hindu olaims and for 
Sikhs in the claims of both. But we must not ap­
proaoh the question in the spirit of a judge dealing 
out an equal measure to all, but in the spirit of & 

statesman who would, if neoessary, give a little mllre 
than Is due to this community or that, in order that 
all communities may together enjoy their common 
heritage which is now in tbe possession of foreigners. 
Sir Cbimanlal Setalvad impressed this on the minds 
of the Liberals in the opening and conoluding 
speeches whioh he addressed to the Liberal Federa­
tion, viz. that "we ought to go to the farthest limit 
in making conoessions to minorities oonsistently 
with national interests." "If we are able, during 
the year," he added, "to aohieve unity.between all 
creeds and rao,s in this country, I do not see what 
power on earth oan prev8llt our future progress 
towards the goal which we are determined to ach­
iev .. " 'rbe Liberals, indeed, oan oonsole themselves 
with the reflection that they for their part have done 
nothing to hinder, but everything' to hasten, a 
mutual settlement among the rival communities; 
and that if a settlement be not eventually effeoted, 
they at any rate will have nothing to be ashamed of 
in the part they took in the negotiations, if one may 
dignify by suoh a term the oasual oonversations that 
took plaoe in the Convention. We cannot how­
ever think of this problem in the terms of parties 
and the paralysing thought haunts everyone who 
has the interests of the oountry at heart that ~e 
Nehru Report, whioh had in it suoh high promise 
of bringing about unity, bas for the moment at any 
rate been laid aside and the prospe.ot of unity bas 
been rendered gloomy. Mrs. Besant hae deolared her 
intention to oarry on a orusade as before in favour 
of the Nehru Report and no one will entertain the 
least doubt that she will oarry out her resolve.to 
the full. But she will find that her task is rendered 
very muob more difficult by what happened in Cal­
cutta. The difficulty, it is now .plain, does not lie 
with the mass of the population at all, but";ith the 
leaders of the various communities, and the cam-' 
paigning that is now required is muoh more neoessary 
amongst the latler than amongst the former. Will it 
be too muoh to' hope that the more advanced seotions 
in the various oommunities will yet oome to an 
agreement, on the strength of whioh alone it is 
possible for them to realise their national destiny a"s 
early as we desire? 

LIMITS OF INTERVENTION. 
THERE is a good deal of bard thinking to be done 
on the question of Indjan States, and it Is a great 
pity that Lord Olivier's urgent plea for such think­
ing was unoeremoniously rejected by the House of 
Lords last month. The most ticklish aspect of thi~ • 
question oonsists in determining the exaot limits if 
intervention in the Stetes' internal affairs that is not 
only permissible to, but obligatory on, the ,gents.,! 
the Crown; and the prooesses by whioh the inter­
vention should take plaoe. That the Crown has the 
right of intervention in oertain caees Is common 
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ground between the British Government and the 
Indian States. But there i~ always a dispute as to 
the propriety of intervention whenever it takes plaoe. 
H., H:the Maharaja of Patiala, in a paper read by 
him before the Royal Institute of International 
Affairs and published in the ourrent number of the 
Institute's Journal, has given extraots from the writ. 
ir.gs of Lord Hastings and Lord Dalhousie to prove 
that the limits of intervention are extremely narrow. 
Lord Hastings, for instanoe, denies the obligation on 
the part of the British G.overnment to interpose even 
when maladministration is rampant. He says, in 
answering the then Resident in Hyderabad who had 
urged intervention with a view to protecting' the 
Nizam's subjects from oppression: "The fact of mal· 
administration is unquestionable, and must be 
deplored ....• (But) where is our right to determine 
that the amount of the evil is such us to demand our 
taking the remedy into our own hands?" Malad. 
ministration is not, according to Lord Hastings, 
a suffioient ground for interference; but only a 
serious risk of disorder being caused in British India. 
" It is admitted," he says, "that if convulsions rage 
so violently in one State as olearly threaten the ex. 
citation of ferment in a bordering one the latter may 
be justified in reduoing to order the nation by whioh 
its tranquillity was menaoed." Here, of oourse 
Lord Hastings was merely considering when on~ 
oountry wouldibe justified in int~rfering with another 
iItdependent country for the sake of self·preservation. 
The peouliar case of Indian States which have been 
guaranteed internal security against maloontents 
amongst their subjeots was not obviously before his 
mind. Lord Dalhousie, who too disolaimed the 
.. moral duty of the British Government, as the par. 
amount power in India, to assume to itself the Gov· 
ernment of H. H. (the Nizam )'s dominions, in 
order to oorreot the evils of his rule, and to resoue 
his subjects from the sufferings which are alleged to 
prooeed therefrom," only recognised the duty of 
intervening for the purpose of maintaining peace 
within the borders of States. He says: .. Th& 
acknowledged supremaoy of the British Power in 
India gives to it the right, and imposes upon it the 
duty, of maintaining by its innuence, and ( if need 
be ) of oompelling by its strength, the continuanoe of 
general peace." But after this he adds, U It entitles 
it to interfere in the administration of native 
Princas if their administration tends unquestion· 
abl!1 to the injur!1 of the subjects or of the 
all ios of the British Government." (Italios ours, ) 
EVen this advooate of circumsoribing British 
interferenoe within the straitest possible limits has 
to nd,nit, it will be observed, Ute obligation resting 
upon ·Government to interpose its authority if a 
Prinoe's misrule oauses "injury" to his subjeots, This 
1lan only be interpreted as a guarantee given by the 
BlIitish Government to the subjeots for their 
welfare and as an obligation undertaken by it to 
prevent iIle Princes from oppressing the people. 
But whltever Lord Da.lhousie may have meant when 
he wrote this pa.ssage, the Prinoes objeot to a wide 
interpretation of it, and it is therefore of the utmost 

necessity to define in precise terms what degree of 
misrule in States will justify intelference with their 
domestio affairs on the part of the British Govern­
ment. [t is too muoh to expeot that the Butler 
Committee will be in a position to give nn authori­
t8tive'defin~tion'of the limits of the suz3rain plwer's 
right and duty of intervention. This is not so much,. 
question for the jurist as for the statesman, and what· 
ever the Butler Committee mayor may not do, it is 
necessary thatGtates~en in England should think out 
this question aud be ra'ldy with an answer. It will 
certainly not do to keep deliberately vague, as 
Lord Reading would !:l'ave the 'British ,Government 
do, the oircumstances which may be considered to 
afford justifioation for the Government's interposi­
tion. However it may suit Government to do so, the 
Prinoes would insist upon' a precise delimibtion of 
its power so that they would be enabled to reo 
sist any enoroachment on the sphere allotted to 
them. The subjeots of Indian Prinoes too would pr&­
fer to know definitely beforehand whether !the Bri­
tish Government has given them a guarantee or not, 
and if it has given to what extent, for their material 
and moral well-being, The ~hole India; States' 
problem revolves itself on this hinge, viz. whether 
or not the British Government has undertaken an 
obligation to prevent gross misrule' in Indian States 
and what it regards as the oharaoteristios of this mis­
rule. British statesmen can no longer Etvade this 
question or keep on finessing "bout it. 

MUSLIM CLAIMS. 
How small and easily oapable of adjustment is the 
differenoe between the proposals in the Nehru 
Report on the oommunal question and the olaims put 
forward by the Jinnah section of the Muslim League 
will be manifest from a perusal of the masterly 
analysis of the two positions contained in the Bom­
bay Ohronicle of Friday last. Mr, Jinnah urged the 
Convention t~ make six modifications in the Nehru 
Committee's recommendations and in doing so, the 
Chronicle recognises that the Muslim League's 
delegates" went a little beyond the claims advanced 
by the League a year before" "evidently in the hope 
that the changes would seoure a larger measure of 
support from their oommunity." The proposed 
ohanges are :-(1) That the Muslims should have 
one-third representation in the Central Legislature; 
(2) that there should be reservation for Muslims in 
the Punjab and Bengal on the population basis in 
tile event of adult suffrage not being established; 
(3) that the residuary powers should be left to the 
Provinoes and the list of provincial subjects should 
be revised; (4) that the separation of Sind should 
not be made simultaneous with the enforcement 
of the Constitution, but should be aooeptable 
even if it is not conceded earlier; (5) that the 
Constitution shall not be altered except by a fOlAr­
fifths majority both in the two Houses of Parlia­
ment separately and in II jpint session of Parlia­
ment ; and (6) that the. Luoknow Paot abouJ; the 
Punjab be embodied in the Nehru Report. The last 
two olaims were relldily oonoeded by the Convention. 
.. As regards the separation of Sind," the Chrorricle 
remarks, "it would obviously be dangerous for the 
Muslims themselves to single out this olaim for 
separate acoeptanoe as it would import a fissiparous 
tendency in both the oommunal and the national 
settlements. Similarly, with regard to the alternative 
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... cheme of reservation in the Punjab and Bengal in 
the event of universal suffrage not being established 
it is no use imagining all such contingenoies. There 
would then be any number of alternative proposals 
about various topio.. We have reason to expeot that 
the League will not insist on these o~aims." 

On the extent of Federalism in the Constitution 
the League wants that the list of provinoial subjeots 
should be revised, that -the emergenoy clause giving 
the Central Government and Parliament power to 
suspend and annul the Aetsoof a Provincial Gov­
ernment should be deleted 'and tha'l: the reaiduary 
powers should vest in the Frovinoial Governments. 
()n thh the Chronicle observes that, .. the list of 
provinoial subjeots has not hIlen finally decided upon 
and if the League would suggest speoific alterations 
in it, it is very probable that the Convention will 
further reviss the list. The emergenoy olause oan be 
improved so as to restrict slightly the powers of the 
Central Government. But to do away with the 
·"lause altogether is dangerous." Our contemporary 
further adds: "The proposal to transfer all residuary 
powers to the Provinoes is surprising indeed and it 
is nothing short of aoute political myopia on the 
part of a responsible body like the Muslim League to 
advanoe it seriously. Judging from the Press report 
of Mr. Jinnah's speeoh, he does not seem to bave 
given II single rea'¥ln for this proposal. He merely 
.... ys: ~ We have applied our mind to it and we 
favour a system whioh will give residuary powers 
to the Provinoes.' It would be best for Mr. Jinnah 
to suggest which particular powers should be given 
to the Provinoes and show how those powers would 
benefit the Muslims or the oountry in general." On 
this qUlllltion alone the Council of the Liberal Fede­
ration has come to a definite deoision that it can­
not distort the whole oonstitution for the sake of 
satisfying Moslem olaims, and it has left all other 

-.questions open for further discussion. 
.. The most important olaim advanoed by the 

League, .. the Chronicle continues, "is the reservation 
of one.thirci representation in the Central Legisla­
ture. It is not olear from the Press report of Mr. 
Jinnah's speeoh how long such reservation is to con­
tinue. We aSBUme th.t it will be just as long as the 
reservation of seats for Muslims in the Provinoes 
where they are in a minority remains nnder the Con­
stitu tion. With that assumption, the proposal seems 
to be th~t as·... temporary measure the prinoiple of 
reservation alresdy oonoeded to the Muslims in Pro­
vinoes where they are in a minority Rhould be so 
adapted in the case of the Central Legislature, where 
on the wllcle they are in a minority, that the gene­
rally admitted probability of Muslims getting one­
third repre.entation should be converted into a 
guarantee, if only to reassure the Muslims, and that 
the exoes. representation whioh Muslims are likely 
to have in the Provinces where they aroin a majority 
should be tran.ferred to Muslims in those Provinoes 
where they are in too small a minority. This pro­
posal is one on w hioh every seotion of the Muslim 
"ommunity i. keen and It has won the sympathy of 
Hindu leaders like Sir Tej Bahlldur Sapru and Pandit 
Motilsl Nehru." What the Chronicle, whose editor 
represents the finest Mahomedf\n speoimen In the 
oountry, adds at the end is very remarkable. It say. 
.. It i. difficult to defend the proposal on ground. of 
logic, nor do we think that Muslims need such a saf ... 
guard. But then on undeniahle grounds of expedi­
ency-statesmanship cannot disolaim such grounds 
-the prinCipia of reservation has already been oon­
oeded to Muslim minorities and the proposal in 
question is olalmed to be only an adaptation 
of that prlnolple. The complication oomes in 
~e shape of the virtual weightage of represent .... 
tlon in excess of population strength; and if weigh-
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tage is allowed in one case, other mlnoritiea like 
the Sikhs demand similar concessions. The subject 
is es.entially one for negotiation between Hindu, 
Muslim and Sikh leaders. A generous conoeesion 
to the Muslims or the Sikhs or to both would not be a 
high price for a full and psrmanent settlement of the 
vexed oommunal problem which has .0 long acted 
as a drag on the politioal and sooial progress of the 
country." 

OUR EUROPEAN LETTER. 
(From Oar OWD Correlpondent:.) 

GENEVA, December 20 .. 

ENGLAND AND INDIA. 

IN this correspondence, whenever opportunity 
has called for interpretation, an attempt has been 
made to explain events .0 as to bring out their signi­
ficance. Letters going to Indi ... from Europe by 
mail must cbviouslY serve this purpose if they are 
not to be wearisome repetitions of telegraphic reports. 
The Simon Commission and all that happened after, 
Lalaii's death and its sequel, have m ... de this ... time 
.. when Britain and India have come to another 
parting of the ways." It is important that in the 
midst of all this complex situation something should' 
be known in India of the real trend of opinion in 
England in this regard. Knowledge of this is far 
more urgent to us than the knowledge of the inter­
national situation such as was oreated in the meet­
ing of the League Counoil at Lugano, for our 
relation with England is the key to that with the 
world outside. , 

Politically, there is little doubt that there iB no 
realisation in England of the hlunder involved in 
the appointment of the Simon Commission. Not 
only do the Tories with -their unabashed belief in 
force, hardly disguised by the high·sounding invo­
cation to "law and order," stUl cling to the old con­
ception of India as a dependency, but the other two 
parties would scaroely be found lagging behind 
them in this policy should ... real test oocur. How­
ever vehemently the Liheral~ may oppose the Party 
in power at home, they oling to their nineteenth 
century maxims ... nd cannot help looking upon a 
oountry like India, if not exactly as the white man's 
burden, as the hurden of British Liberals. Indeed, 
the misfortune of the Liberal Party has been its 
bondage to dogma which makes it dull to the foroes 
aoting at the present time. The Labour Party, out 
to conoiliate the eleotors, distinguishes itself by 
dropping the radioal tone where Indl ... is conoerned 
and takes ... page from the history of the older parties, 
believing that no' one can be mindful of it, when it 
does so on the ground that it is proteoting the inter­
ests of Indian labourers from their own oapitalists. 
So obvious are Mr. MaoDonald's tactios in olher 
matters as in this that the comments in the French 
press oocasioned by his recent visit to Paris make 
curious reading. Paris dismiesed that part of Mr. 
MacDonald's speeoh whloh was net politioal and 
whioh was rhetorioal as non-conformist eloquence 
untranslatable inter the French language, and the 
part which was political and olear w .... found to be 
little more than ... plea for the tradition ... l British 
foreign polioy. The French Sooialists could find 
nothing international in the British Labou~ lead<Jt's· 
politieal programme, and they took note that hlltw8s 
conoe~ned to stress the qualifying epithet when he 
desoribed his oreed as British Socialism. In the lPain 
what Mr. Gandhi said in his letter to "·every Eng­
lishman in India" is still tme. Engl ... nd will reOD­
gnise India's rights politically not for justioe or 
righteousness but for bravary . 
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Nevertheless, political 8S the British nation is, 
its real character cannot be judged on tbat plane 
alone. While no one-unless it be the Mabaraja 
of Burdwan and his like-wbo knows England 
would dare "to say that it will not be a long time 
before India can become a cardinal issue in the gen­
eral election in Britain, there are signs that the 
British people are beginning to be alive to the change 
in India. They realise as never before that the East 
hes its worth whioh cannot be shown to advantage 
from a European point of view. Dimly they feel 
that the traditions of the East are not antiquated on 
acoount of tbeir age, like their own ancient tradi­
tions, that they are living, and consequently require 
to be interpreted from a perspecti VP, organic matter 
than historical· Besides, being a proud but not a 
vain people, the British are not generally flattered hy 
imitation. As an instance of my menning I mGY 
quote the following passage from a recent issue of 
the Spwtatar. 

II Hitherto we have been blind to ha1f the world. Asia 
was a country of barbarians to us and we to it. Signs of 
a change are many. • .. The spiritual riches of Asia afe 
not contained in dead languages, as is our own precious 
heritage from tbe Greeks and Romans. The creeds and 
ideals of Asia are living forces to.day-men and women 
are striving for them as We strive for our own. What India 
('an teach us in philosophy will certainly leave us more 
symrathet.ic towards the outlook of other races towards 
",hom we have assmned great respocsibilities. Even if 
we are not convinced of the personal value to ourselves 
of Indian philosophy, that wi11 be an incalculable gain. 
On the other hnnd, we may find that the ancient Sans­
krit 'WritiDg~, when interpreted by humane and not 
scholastic standards, will give us a wider outlook on 

'our own faith and reveal once again the interdependence. 
of all humanity striving towards the light. The Vedas 
are, in fact, as much the property of the West 8S the 
East. For our own profit 8S much as for the sake of 
India we should keep alive the flame that was lit in 
Aryavarta so maDy centuries ago. From California to 
Iceland, and from England across Europe to Calcutta, 
one word is used by the race of mankind to denote 
kinship. It is • brofhE"r '-a Sanskrit word." 

The publication of "Letters To A Friend," Dr. 
Tagore's letters to Mr. Andrews, bas also mane Indian 
culture a topic of the day in England. The points 
which the reviewer in the Times Literary Supple­
mnlf selects for the praise of the poet are 
significant. 

.. He has said hard things of our people; but there is 
no man aware of the greatness of our record and the sub­
limit.y of spirit that individuals of our race have shown. 
And though ( to use a favourite word oibis) he can he 
• ferocious, • in defence of his own people, he has been 

.austere nnd unsparing in his chastisement of boastful. 
nesl and silliness Bnd scclal wrongs ... 

And again, 
"Where fire we to find a parellel to the:clearness ofjudg­

ment and unflinching hone~ty with 'Which, while render­
iog full recognition to Mr. Ganohi's genuineness andtothe 
reality of the passion of df'spair and sense of justice be­
hind the movement, he stood aside from 'the non-co­
operation agitation? •• How profound Bnd terrible was 
the darkening of his soul by the Punjab troubles his 
friends knGw. But not for one moment did he forget that 

• .. hat:erl breeds hatred and that beneath bll bitterness man 
keeps a brotberhood that must sur~ly one day liecome 
e"ective . ., 

The tirres are peculiar. In the West as in the 
Eas( Christ an~ his angels heve gone to sleep. The 
brute forces of machines and systEms have become 
powerful and cynioally laugh at man . .At such a 
time men look for light all the world over and res-
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pect those who have faith in mlln and courageously 
declare it. If in the West the nsme of In·Jia is great 
to-day-it is frequently· regarded with a feeling 
bordering on venerllti,.!!-it is bEcause of the faith in 
the human spirit WI' ich sho\' s itself thrcugb the philo­
sophy of sucIt men c s Tagore and Gandhi ond Sastri. 
There i. no other reason why India should be res­
pected, and we Indialls w· ,uld do well to remember 
that the West, like " child, after having ctlused all 
this ferment in Asia, i, now regarding us curiously 
to see how we live au" philosophy at a time of crisis. 

OUR SOUTH lFRICAN LETTER. 
( From Our O~n Correspondent.) 

DURBAN, December n. 
S.A.P. ON THE AGREEMENT. 

REFERENCE has already been made to Gen. Smuts' 
attack on the Cape Town Agreement a nd the prompt 
chastisement he received from the Cape TimeB. Evi­
dently wiser on that account, the General made no 
reference to the Indian question or to the .Agreement 
in his opening speech at tbe S.A P. Conference at 
Bloemfontein in early December. But Natal members 
insisted that a nronouncement should be made on 
the subject. The prospeotuB of the Party issued 
since does refer to the Asiatic question and. in the 
following terms :-"The South A~ic&n Party favours 
the maintenance of restrictions on Asiatic immigra­
tion, and of Government assistance for perrnanent 
repatriation." This might be interp.eted to mean a 
total repudiation of the Cape Town Agreement. By 
including the word "permanent" the Party have dis· 
approved the system of assisted emigratioll under 
which an emigrant may return within certain time 
limits and on refunding the assistance he received. 
It has not been proved-Gen. Smuts has not replied 
to Dr. Malan's challenge-that a large number of 
assisted emigrants are returning; as a matter of fact, 
there has not been even a single case so far. The South 
African Party, the party that professes to under­
stand and realise Empire responsibilities, could not 
rest content with this result of the assisted emigra­
tion policy but wishes to revert to the old repatria­
tion policy. Further, there is no reference to the 
upliftment section of the Agreement. Does it mean 
thatthe S.A.P. is opposed to it? 

NATAL WORKERS' CONGRESS. 
The Trade Union Congress that met on the 1st 

and 2nd December has adopted the name of Natal 
Workers' Congress, a more comprehensive name 
which will include not only the organisable skilled 
and semi skilled workers but also the not easily 
organised unskilled workers. The representatives 
of the Department of Labour did splendid service by 
explaining with great patience and olarity the law 
on trade unions. They yielded to none in their de­
votion to common unions, but they regretted thac 
the prevailing colour prejudice necesRitated parallel 
unions if maximum organisation was desired. The 
Congress was however very soeptical. And there 
can be no doubt that the action of the Registrar of 
Trade Unions in holding up the registration of the 
Natal Hotel Employees' Union organised by Indians 
created the inevitable suspicion that the Department 
was not playing the game with the Indians. Tbe 
aotion of the Registrar hap, absolutely no justifioauon 
on grounds of law or expediency or equity. The· 
removal of this suspicion will olear the way to a 
dispassionate discussion of the question of parallel 
uniot1s on its merits. The Congress was not con­
vinced either about the workability of parallel 
unions or of their desirahility. At all events, the.· 
European trade unionists must he a consenting party 
to the screme, so that they may Dot put obstacles in 

• 
• 
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111. way of Indians forming parallel unions when 
driven to it by the action of the European trade' 
unions. The Congress, therefoM, r<'lsolved that the 
·matter should be discussed with the representatives 
·of the European unionists in the presence of the 
representatives of the Department of Labeur. 

The question of organisation takes lit secondary 
place ",hen compared with the question of discover· 

. iug a common wage for all races for the same job. 
The Cap' Timu, in a sympathetic sub·leader, 
recognises the justice of the Indian grievance. but 
oonfesses baffled by the questio~ of a common wage • • The Congress passed another resolution request.. 
lng Government either to prc1vide reasonable faoi· 
lities for teohnical educatio,\ requir6d under the 
Apprenticeship Act or to exempt Indians from the 
requirement and instruct Apprenticeship Committees 
.accordingly. 

Since the holding of the Congress several uni. 
·ons have been organised among Indian workmen. 
The laundry workers, the tinsmiths and metal 
workers and the tobacco workers have been orgauis­
.. d. The bakers' employees and the municipal em­
ployees will soon follow. The Chief Inspector of 

. Labour has undertaken to get the Printers' U nien 
to admit Indians and thus keep it a common union 
not only in outward form but in actual practice. One 
good res!Vt of the presence of the departmental officials 
is that tliey hllve reaMsed the true natura and extent 
of the legitimate grievances of the Indians, and the 
depth and intensity of feeling on the subject. 

'iHE LIQUOR A.CT. 
The Liquor Act is again causing cousiderable 

'Uneasiness in the Indian community with regard 
to the em"loyment of Indians in licensed premises. 
When Seo. 101 of the Bill was dropped, it was 
understood. that the prin~iple that Indians may be 
employed In suoh premIses liS they have been in 
the past, had been vindioated. But it haa.since been 
diecovered that oertain aections of the Aot tend to 
throw . out the Indian from employment. It has 
been pointed out in a previous letter that Seo. 102 
(2) prohibits the employment of Indians as barmen 
in the Transvaal. Not only js that profession in 
future olosed to Indiana as it is to European bar­
maids, but even the existing Indian barmen are put 
under the ban, unlike European barmaids, whose 
vested Interests are expreasly, by sUb-section (4) of 
Seo. 102, saved. Even when Mr. Roos oontemplat­
ed the exolusion of Indians altogether from the 
liquor trllde un~er Seo. 104 of the Bill. he proposed 
·to save the IndIans already employed. He said in 
moving In the House the seoond reading of the Bill, 
on the 25th January last, "It may well be that 
the po~ition we ought to take up in regard to that 
(queshon) would be to take your Indian waiters who 
are now f~n0t!0ningand who have been funotioning 
for a oertaln time, and not take away their work 
from them, but not allow for the future waiters to be 
engaged, while not depriving the present waiters of 
the work that is In their hllnds." N svertheless the 
ilxisting law permits a step from whioh Mr. Roos 
then reoolled. 

But th~t is not all. The seotion has an Indireot 
ilffect as disastrous aa the direot one. Since the din. 
inK room is exoluded from the definition of ''restriot.. 
ed portion", Indians may be employed aa waiters in 
he>tew eto. But under Seo. 95 (a) read with Sec. 102(2) 
(~), the Indian wlliter ia prohibited from oarrying 
hquor from the bar ~o the diners in the dining room. 
For Sec. 95 (a) prohibits Asiatica in the Transvaal 
from being "in possession of liquor", whioh meanB 
that. hotel.ksepera "!Il he oompelled to employ a 
.,peolal European wme steward to aerve liquors 
• hile Indians may lierve the meals. This may ~ 

• 

economically possible in la:ge establishments, but 
in the smaller ones, it would be too expensive and 
wasteful. The result is that smaller hotels will find 
it an advantage to employ a European both aa wine 
steward and as waiter. The Indian waiters will 
soon be thrown out of employment. • 

Some 80 Indian wlliters in the Transvaal are 
affeoted. Pending further repreaontations to get the 
A ot amended, these waiters fell. back Gn Sec. 101 of 
the Aot whioh empowers magistrates to exempfJ for a 
period not exoeeding twelve months an Asiatio "from 
any disorimination imposed therein or under the au. 
thority of this AR." Several of the waiters seoured 
exemptions, .which are, however, valid only till the 
31st December 1928. The power to grant exemption 
was, however, subjeot to regulation made by the 
Minister. When it was published, it discloaed that 
the exemption was confined only to authority to pur­
ohase liquor and did not oover any and every dis­
orimination imposed by the Aot. Thus the Regula­
tion whittled down the soope of the Aot. The magis. 
trate immediately notified the Indian waiters that he 
oould not renew the exemption regarding employmen* 
after the 31st Deoember. Under these distressing 
oircumstances, applioation was made by the Lioensed 
V ictulillers' Association in collaboratioD with thor 
Trans .... al Indian CODgress to the Minister of JuS­
tioe to permit an extension of the' exemption till the 
question of their fate was finally decided. The 
Minister has turned a deaf ear to their plea. The 
30rrespondence is published in the Indian OP;7I;<»& of 
the 23rd November 1928. The New Year's day will 
see these 80 Indian waiters on the strests 1 The pro­
mise of upliftment under the Cape l.'own Agreement 
must be a mockery to them when they find that, even 
after dropping clause 104 of the Bill, a profession 
should for the drst time be expressly barred to thetft : 
and another by implioation, and that people in actual 
employment should be flung out into the streets. 

So much for the danger that has already beCallen 
them. But more may oome to pass. It haa been ex­
plained in a previous letter that the same Section 102 
had a different effeot in Natal. Section 7i (2) (0) pre. 
hibit. non.memhers frolD paying for aooommodation 
or refreshment ia clubs. Section 102 (2).(a) prohibita 
the employment as barmen persons who oannot ob· 
tain liquor for themselves on partioular premises. 
whioh means only members of olubs can be employ­
ed as barmen I This. of oourse, applies both to Euro­
peans and Indians. An amendme:lt of the law is 
neo.ssary. It is hoped that in so doing no raoial 
discrimination against the Indian will be introduoed. 

Section 78 (h) of the Act provides that the licens­
ing board mlly "impose a condition that liquor ahall 
be supplied to any p,.rtioular class of persons only in 
a bar or other plaoe upon the lioensed premises spe. 
oially set apart for suoh partioular olass of peraons.;' 
Whioh means that the Licensing Board oan offioially 
recognise different bars for different raoes-European 
bars. Indian bars, Coloured bars, etc.-in each 
of which a person not belonging to that race may not 
obtain liquor. If Seotion102(2) (a)ie now brought into 
operation, an Indian may not be employed in the Eur"" 

. pean bar, nor a European in an Indian bar. The large 
majority of bars are Europelln in which Indi~ns are 
now employed. It is, therefore, open to the Licensinll: 

• 

Board to put out the Indian e1pployees by the simple 
expedient of operating Section 78 (b). It would be a 
catastrophe if the Board ohose to do so. Old SeotioJ! • 
104 oo1l1d not have aChieved mONo • 

It will be reoalled that when Mr. Tielman Roos 
oonsented to withdraw the obnoxious ClaulIII 104,.he 
consoled his whil:e Labour friends that he would still 
achieve the purpose of the deleted aeotion by mean • 
of the Wage Aot. On the 11th February the Cap • 
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Times was informed thal the Minister had reached 
the decision" that the whole question of employment 
in the liquor trade may be adequately met under the 
Wage Act, without the neoessity of any legialation 
specially disoriminating on the grounds of race or 
colour." The W age Board has now been asked to re­
commend wage etc" in the liquor trade. The Indian 
employees are getting apprehensive of the results. 
They fear that the Wage Board will, as usual. pitch 
the wages of skilled and semi-skilled occupations so 
high that Indians will be displaced by Europeans, It 
may be that there will not be wholesale displacement 
at once, if only for the reason that there is not an 
adequate supply of European employees in this trade, 

INDIAN PHILOSOPHY IN DURBAN. 
Mr. Sastri delivered a oourse of three lectures on 

Indian Philosophy to appreciative audiences in Dur­
ban under the auspices of tbe Durban Library Group 
and the Workers' Educational Associotion. At the 
end of the lectures he made a presentation from 
his private library of .orne 130 volumes on In­
dian philosophy, literature, history and art to the 
Durban Library Group. The Municipal Library is 
not open to Indian" ; but the Durban Library Group. 
which is a different body, has risen above colour pre­
judice; and it is to that body that Mr. Sastri has 
presented his collection. 

INDIA HOUSE. 
This gracious act of Mr. Sastri will no doubt touch 

the hearts of those capable of generous impUlses, But 
so ,mall f\ collection of beoks will not go far to im­
abla tbe Europeans to obtain a true picture of Indian 
cullure It is highly desirable that an "India House" 
should be Establi.bEd in South Africa. The Agent of 
the Government of India should be provided with a 
house, whioh should be furnished with Indian art­
~re, and equipped with a fBirly large Indian Lib­
rary. Cape Town would be an ideal place for suoh 
an ".India House", but its need is greatest in 
Durban. 

CULTURAL INTERCOURSE. 
o fthe utmost value as the "India House" will be, 

even more useful in bringing about a truer cultural 
understanding between the two countries will be the 
visit to South Africa of I-tdian savants and and to 
India of South African -savants and similar interchange 
of visits of prominent politicians end businessmen 
and press representatives. 

REVIEWS. 

PSYCHOLOGICAL ROOTS OF MARXISM. 

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF SOCIALISM. By 
HENRY DE MAN. Translated by EDEN and 
CEDAR PAUL. (Allen & Unwin.) 1928. 
8% x 5~. pp. 509. 16s, 

THIS is a remarkable work by a Belgian writer, It 
is at onoe a piece of spiritual autobiography and an 
acute psycho analysis of Marxism. As he tells us 
in the preface to the first edition of the German 
original, the author began life as I/o doctrinaire Mar­
xien but his experience as a worker in the Belgian' 
Labour movement opened his eyes to the weakness 
and limitations of Marxism, Then came the war in 
which the author served as a Belgian volunteer ~nd 

< liis disillusionment was complete. ' 
Hit is waretime experience whioh entitles me to say 

~ that my book has been written with blood, though" I oan­
not myself he oertain that I have been able to transform 

,that blood into spirit. The oonfliot of motives whose up­
ahot was that I, 81;l ardent anti-militarist and internation­
alist. felt It my duty to take 'loP arms against Germany; 

my disillusionment at the oollapse of the International; 
the daily demonstration of the instinctive nature of ma~s. 
impulses, thanks to whioh even Sooialist members of the 
working class had their minds poisoned with the virus of 
nationalist hatred i my growing estrangement from most 
of my sometime Marxist associates, who went over to 
the Bolshevik camp-thanks to all thes" influences 
conjoinet, r was racked with doubts and scruples whose 
echoes will be heard in this book". , 

Profoundly disturbed in mind, he left Europe after 
the armistice and spent two years of nomadic and 
adventurous existence in America seeking a new 
spiritual ancborage.o On his return to Europe he 
spent another two yeats as a helper in the Belgian 
working.class educational movement. He withdrew 
from public life in 19~2 and this book is the fruit of 
the subsequent years devote!! to quiet reflection. 

In the first three parts of the book, the psycho. 
logical roots from which Marxism sprang are mer­
cilessly exposed to view and this is in many ways 
the most interesting part of the book. The founda­
tions of Marxism are traced to certain philosophical 
tendencies dominant in the middle decades of the 
nineteenth century such as "determiniRm, cnsllal' 
mechanism, historicism, rationalism and economic 
hedonism ". Marx and other founders of socialist 
philosophy were bourgeois intellectuals whose 
dialectic was derived from those philosophical 
tendencies which had no relation at all to ihe mind 
of the actual worker. Hence tIre ·idolisation of the 
working olssses, Hence the false identification of 

I 
the coming struggle of the class-conscious proletariat· 
with the establishment of the Sosialist utopia. 

I
I But what do we actually see? The working 

clsss is tending to accept bourgeois standards and to 
adopt 1\ bourgeois culture, This is traclld to tb .. 

I social inferiority complex of the working class. The 
I ties which connect the workers with tbe political 

and economic institutions of the existing order are· 
growing increasingly intimate. The revolutionary· 
fire is quenched and gradual peaceful reform becomes­
the objective, National differentiations are accen· 
tuated in the Socialist Labour movement and bureau­
cratic and oligarchic tendencies grow within the' 

I Labour organis~tions. 
, Individuall.v these points_ have beeu made before· 
I by critics of Socialism and there is perhaps notbing­

new in them. aut the ensemble is certainly fresh 
and impressive. 

In thela.t Chapter of the book the author makes 
a declnration of his faith. He is a Socialist but he 
has no use for the class·war theory. "A theory 
which describes the fundamental motive of Socialism 
in the moral judgment inspired by the community 
sentiment underslm.ds more than theory which cnn 
see no deeper than the stru ggle of interests on the· 
surfa!;e of things; and the former theory is more 
vivifying than the latter," Or again, "I am a Socia. 
list not because I believe in the realisation of a 
Socialist vision of the future more than I believe in 
any other ideal you like to mention but because I 
8m convinced that the Socialist motive makes human 
beings happier and better, h. re and now". 

C. V. CHANDRASEKHARAN. 

CHINA Al"'ID THE POWERS. 
CHINA AND·WORLD PEACE. By MINGCHIEN 

JOSHUA BAU. (Fleming H. Revell Co" -New­
York.) 1928. 8~x5~, pp.194. $2·00. 

NOT the least interesting of the many books on 
Modern China is that of Dr. Bau. • China and World 
Peace' is the suggestive title of the book and it 
suggests to us the central theme of the author. If 
anti-foreignism is to cease, if good will is to prevail 

• 
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between China and tbe Powers, the numerous obn­
oxious for.ign rights which are impairments of her 

, sovereignty must go. World peaCe would gain by 
China's entra~ce into the family of nations as a 
fuU equal. 

Tbe pressing need of China is therefore the 
abolition of foreign rights. The Wasbington Con­
ference of 1922 agreed to the abolition of tbe foreign 
rigbts in proportion to Cbina's ability to fulfil 

,international obligations' snd estabttsh a strong 
central government. It maY' thersfore appear that 
the'domsstio problem, the problem of overthrowing 
militarism aod establishing a :trong central govern­
ment is by far more important than the problem of 

- external reladoD'" But the author; rightly regards 
the solution of the external problem as the more 
important, for 0 1 its solution depends the solution of 
the internal problem. Tbe oJnoossions and settle­
ments afford refuge to -opponents of the Government, 

,and from witbin tbe territorial limits of China, 
the exiles are enabled to plot .!'gainst a regularly 
~netituted government. The abolition of these 
conoession. and settlements will inorease the 

,dangers of oivil war and so lessen its duration. 
Besides an early solution of China's treaty relations 
.. would femove oneoobjeotive of Chinese nationa· 
lism and turn it therefore wholeheartedly to the 
task of putting down domestio militarism and build­
ing up constitutional democracy." , 

For these reasons Dr. Bau puts forward in this 
:book a vigorous plea for an early solution of China's 
relations with the Powers. "The purpose of the 
worlr,"saysthe author, "is to review the main faotors 
in the arena of Chinese international politios since 
the Washington Conferenoe, to treat of the leading 
issues involved in the situation and to point out a 
way for readjustment of China's foreign relations, 
with a view to hastening China's entranoe into the 
family of nations as a full equal, averting any un­
neoossary confliot of ideas, polioies and foroes, 
thereby in a small way promoting world peaoe ". 

The author first examines the unequal treaties 
,and points out how they haVlr impaired the sove­
rsignty of China. Speaking next about China's na­
tionalism the author deolares that the powers 
aoquired their rights when Chinese nationalism was 
asleep. But the international scramble for conoes­
sions and leBSes and tbe defeat of Russia by Japan 
rujely woke up China's nationalism from its slum­
ber. The author takes us through the Revolution of 
1911, the coup d'~at of Yuan Shi Kai, China's 
participation in the War and her disappointment at 
,the Paris Peaoe Conference to the Washington Nine­
Power Conference of 1922, He then ""plains Russia's 
influence in China. Russia has bean able to exert a 
great influence on Chinese leaders for Soviet' Russia 
voluntarily surrendered her rights in China in 1917, 
'and she has made China believe that she could over­
throw foreign imperialism with Soviet help like 
Turkey. ''Thus," says the author, "Chinese nationa­
lism fell into the embrace of tbe moat alluring apo 
llroaoh of Soviet Ruasia. ~ 

There are two policies before the Chinese, One 
is baoked up by Soviet Rcssia and that is the imme­
diate pnd complete abrogation of treaty rights. The 
s800na is tbat proposed by the Powers signatory to the 
W ashington C~nfersnoe and tht is the programme of 
"a gradual, progressive, and evolutionary restoration 
of the several impairments of Co.ina's sovardignty". 
To prsvent China from a headlong plunge into the 
abyss of Bolshevism the author suggests the im· 
mediate revision of the trestiel either byin:lhidual 
or oJllective negot!atioll. 

lnollis review oUhe main issues il3tween Chin~' 
.and the Powers, the author gives an impartial 

-

account of the Shanghai affair of May 30, 1925,aud 
condemns the attitude of the British in a strong and 
dignified passage. He also exposes the fallacies of the 
stook arguments of ·Shanghai.minded' writers ie­
gardiug conoessions, extra-territoriality and maritime 
oustom" administration. 

In this hrUliant work one finds that faots are 
often unneOOS881ily repeated. The Washington Con­
ferenoe looms large in this bcok and its resolutions 
are quoted and commented on in more than three 
ohapters. 

The book is splendidly got up and has an appen­
dix of all the rslatsd international document&. We 
congratulate the author on his splendid aohievement 
and we heartily reoommend the book to every stu­
de nt of M. odern China. 

M. V. SUBRAHIlJ.NYAM. 

MISS MAYO SHOWN UP. 
SISTER INDIA. By" WORLD-CITIZEN." (Sister 

India Office, Bombay.) 1928. 7~ x 5. pp. 242 
Rs. 2-8. 

THIB is a fresh reply to "Mother India"; but it 
avoids attaoks on Western Civilization with a view 
to malign the social life of the West. This is a3 it 
should be. The author's conolusion that the main 
objeot of the book is to vindioate British rule in 
India is undoubtedly correot. The universal reoapo 
tion given to suoh a blasphemous book is aocording 
to the author the meaSure of their mental and morar 
degradation. As for the charge of Miss Mayo th,t 
India is a physical menace to the West, the author 
rs:ninds us of the influenz.. epidemio of 1918 and 
another unnameable disease, whioh shows that it is 
Europe that has proved to be a menace to India. 
Miss Mayo's grand survey is shown by simple arith­
metio w be physioally impossible; so she makes up 
by spinning yarns. It is pertinently asked, .. Why did 
Miss Mayo avoid sgeing Mr. Natarajan, as anyone 
from the West investigating social !Ratters is expect­
ed to do?" Anent the oharge that inertia. helplessness 
and lack of initiative an ingrained in the Indian 
race the author refers to Prof. Max Muller and Col. 
Tod for the disproof of this assertion. The raal 
reason of this inertia he I says is laok of opportu­
nity; qunting from Mr. Martin and Prof. H. H. Wil­
son he shows that under the· pretence of free trade 
England oompelled Indians tn aooopt Britisb pro­
duote frJm the ste~m looms; in addition politio~lly 
they are. denied all responsible posts. As for Miss 
M ayo's insistenoe on the ,social evil. it is pointed out 
that Indian leaders are not unmindful of them; apart 
from that it is regarded BS oertain that the grant of 
larger politioal powers would be followed. ~~ th" 
requisite sooial reform. As for the good actlV1tles of 
Government the author shows conolusively that the 
driving foroe in their case was supplied by enlight­
ened Indians. 
, As for Miss Mayo's attribution of India's Booial 
ills to sex delinquenoies the, author expresses BUr­
prise that she is suoh a highly fortunate tourist that 
everybody speaks to her about sex in the franken 
manner. The wonder is, he says, that she does no* 
proolaim direct revelation from God in this matter.- • 
As for her interpretation of Hindn rsligious marks be 
thinks that she must be more soholarly than all tn. 
soholars put together who have tried in vain to ",,­
pl"in them. The author disproves by means..,f 
quotations M iss Mayo's statement. that Dr. Tagore 
apotheosi.e. ohild-mamage. As for her conversa­
tions with leading Indiana the author. ha~ sho .. n 
that the most of them are deliberate ofabrlost:lons .. As 
for the posl~on of womlln in India the autbor thlUk,. 

• 
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that much of what is written in this connection has 
lleen vitiated by misunciarstanding aRd superficial 
observation by European observers and writers. He 
lifives several quotations from Mr. Rothfield's 

Women of India" of which we reproduoe one here. 
"The worth'of a nation's womanhood can best be 
estimated by the completeness with which they fulfil 
ths inspirations of love and its devotion; and judged 
by this standard the higher types in India need fear 
no comparisQn." The author also quotes Mr _ May­
hew who in his "Education of India" holds Govern­
ment responsible for the illiteracy of Indian women 

With regard to the large incidence of disease i~ 
India the author points out that the vast improve­
ment in public health in the West has been due to 
the action of the State "which has spent money like 
water to stamp out disease." Describing the history 
of the health campaign in England sinoe 1875 in a 
separate chapter he draws the obvious moral that the 
difference between India and England is due to the 
different attitude of the two Governments in this 
matter. On the cow question the author shows that 
Miss Mayo's estimate of 50 p. c. cattle as totally un­
profitable is definitely wrong, the real percentage 
being in the neighbourhood of 10 p. c.; as for her re­
~edy of raising fodder crops for the cattle he says it 
IS perfectly utopian under the condition A of rural 
economy in India. With regard to Miss Mayo's con­
undrum about India's plight 'if the British withdrew' 
the author says that India only desires responsible 
gover!lment under British rule and does not regard 
the wlthd~awal as a question of practical politics: 
and quohng from Dr. Tagore he says that Miss 
Mayo ignores the fact that Indians have maintained 
their ~i~e and c.ulture for centuries without ;he help 
of BrItish soldIers when she declares that it is the 
60,000 British soldiers that protect the Indians from 
e~nction. _ As for Miss. Mayo's picture of Afgha­
mstan pouncing upon IndIa' as soon as the British 
~ithdraw he thinks it is overdrawn and supposing it 
B correct he thinks that the position would be infi­
nitely superior to the present one of growing emas­
culation. Miss Mayo charges men of high position 
in India with making false statements without com­
punction ; as a retort the author refers her to Mr. 
Sp~nder's "Public Life" whioh bears ample evidence 
to the habitual disregard for truth shown by public 
men and politicians in the Wes!. As for the small 
electorate in India the author retorts that in 1832 
even under an electoral system enfranchising only 
3 p. c. of the people in England, Parliament enjoyed 
sovereign powers; why then, he asks, should this be 
an impediment to political advance in India? Anent 
the depressed classes over which Miss Mayo makes so 
muoh fuss he asks, what have Government done for 
~h gse 01 asses all these years? In fact he says that until 
the Reforms all work for the depressed classos was 
voluntary and unaided by the State and mostly 
conducted by the politician~ who are an anathema 
,to Mi,s Mayo In the epilogue the author earnestly 
appeals to al1 nations and peoples not to be misled 
by the rantings of calumniators like Miss Mayo whQ 
spread about the malignant contagion of race hatred. 
The author has suooeeded remarkably in refuting 
fal1aoious statements and position! of" Mother 
India" and this too without venting undue spleen 

• -and the voillme is throughout well-supplied with very 
apt and telling quotations from standard authorities 
wbom hardly anyone would dara to question. We 
feel that the "World-Citize n," has done a distinct 
Bt4.'Vice 110 India by writing the present rejoinder to 
a mass of calumnies about India. 

V.N.G. 

A GLIMPSE AT BAPU. 
SEVEN MONTHS WITH MAHATMA GANDHI •. 

Vol I. By KiuSHNA DA8. (S. Ganesan, Madras.) 
1928. c7j.i)( 5. pp. U9. Re. 3-8. 

THIS book is intended to give an inside view of the 
non.co-operatlon movement. Thougb the book was 
written in 1924 and the events portrayed in it took 
place in 1921-22, there is muoh in it that is of last­
ing interest ~ stullente of Indian politics and the 
personality of the great leader whose movement is 
portrayed in its page!. The period covered by the 
bock is only a short 'Wllce of seven months endiRg 
with the inoarceration of Mahatmaji. But the 
work undertaken by Krishna Das promises to 
be quite a bulky one, partioularly in view of 
the fact that in the present volume the author 
has been able to cover only h!i.lf of his narrath e. 
This voluminosity is partly oaused by the oon­
siderable details that are crowded into the book 
and partly also by the somewhat loose diary­
like form of narrative adopted by the author. This 
may seem to some to involve too heavy a demand on 
the reader's time Bnd patience. But it should be re­
membered that the lovers of 'Bapu '-to whom the 
work is aptly dedicated-have an ap;eetite for 
details about the daily life, dotngs and wo;ds of their 
hero that is not easily satiable. So what seems to 
be a drawback to the student of dry politics and 
personalities may prove quite the reverse in the eyes 
of avid hero-worshippers. 

Coming to the oontents of the volume we have no 
hesitation in saying that it is a highly Snteresting 
and valuable contribution -to the literature that is 
steadily growing round the towering figure and 
teachings of Mahatmaji. The reader will find in its 
pages an impressive and reliable pioture of the mighty 
upheaval that revolutionised the life and thoughts 
of nationalist India in less than a year. No less 
true and vivid are the many glimpses that we get 
in the volume of Gandhiji's saintly personality, 
the secret of his spiritual power and wonderful 
hold on the Indian mass mind as well as the magni­
tude and sincerity ;0£ his sufferings and sacrifices 
for the cause he stands for. The book also throws 
a flood of light on some of the little known sides 
of Gandhiji's personality that are of purely huma n 
interest, such as his relations with the members of 
his family, his intimate workers and associates in 
the Asram, and numerous details of daily life, habits 
and routine that are of interest only to the ardent 
hero-worshipper and the over-curious student of 
great personalities. Many of the chapters in the 
second part of the book, such as those on "Hard as 
Adamant" "The Sabarmati Asram", "The Asram 
Prayer", ' .. Fou ndations of Mahatmaji's Religious 
Life" .. Mahatmaji's S"iritual Discipline," .. Mahat­
maji'; Family" "Preparing to bid Fare-well," 
"Bombay Riots" and the fast that followed deserve 
mention in this' conneotion. Indians will easily 
appreciate the value of the book. We wish to -add 
that foreign students of Indian nationalism and the 
Gandhian gospel will find in the book a reliable 
and invaluable guide for the understanding of 
modern India Bnd her prophet. 
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