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TOFICS OF THE WEEK.

THE Bombay Government’s decision with regard to
the Prohibition ( Finance) Com-

Prohibition on  mittee’s report ought to leave nobody
the Greek under the delusion that prohibition
Kalends. would come in the near future or

even within a measurable distance

of time. There is no doubt that the problem is in the
main & financial one ; but it is no vee making too
much of the financial difficulties. The Government
show their partiality for the majority report, accord-
ing to whioch the eost of prohibition would ecome to
Rs, 6 crores. Its suggestions about the sources to be
tapped for additional taxation have alsa been- consi-
dered by Government who have come to the conclu-
gion that “ ou a very liberal estimate, the additional
revenue g0 derivable will not exceed Rs. 2 ecrores
within the next 15 years, * Lees expensive schemes
were also in the field; but what else could be expect-
ed of a Government, which, though publicly
committed to prohibition, has been none foo enthu-
siastic about it, than that it should try to delay
prohibition ag- much as possible on the ground of
finanoce—not of course on that of their own want of
sympathy for it? The net result of their considera-
ﬁlon of the financial aepects of prohibition is that
while not abandoning the hope of eventually
attaining tofal prohibition ”, they believe, and
appareéntly expect the public to share that belief,
that progress towards the goal must necessarily be
slow, which means that we must wait for prohibition
until the Greek Kalends. It is of course a mercy,
for whieh the presidency must be duly grateful to
the Government; thet they do -net intend to put a

lest anybody should be so foolish as to mislead himself
into thinking that # would go on uninterruptedly,
they are eareful to add that * the time and stages . of

| further reduction in the ration must be judged accord-

ing to the circumstances of each year.” Thus
one does not know when & halt will be
called in tha progress of the rationing policy.
And let it be mnoted, as hss been rereatedly
shown in these columns, that gheir ration of country
liquor is so liberal that the whole of it is never con-
sumed, But the most expeditious, and also con-
stitutional way of shelving prohibition has
recently been found in Madras. There throughout
last yenr one heard frequently about the possibility
of prohibition being tried in two distriots ; but this
year not only was there no whisper about it from
official benches, during the last Budget session, but,
what is really amazing, the then sole Minister in
the Madras Government, Dr. Subbaroyan, deliberately
wont back on the whole thing by declaring
prohibition to be a central subject. ' If Bombay werd
to take a leaf out of the book of Madras, it would
put a stop once for all {o all thissilly talk about
prohibition !
*» *

THE small minority of our countrymen opposed to

the boyeott of the Simon Commission -

A Big Step For- includes some who think that if the-
ward ?

fore the Commission, India may
lose a big step -forward. But the proba-
bility is that the Commission may not. take us:
any further than our present stage:; According to
the New Statesman of March 24, “ Probably no
further enlargement is at all feasible just now—but
to assert even that much definitely would be to anti-
cipate the findings of the Royal Commission., Minor
improvements, especially in eonnection with provin-
cisl sutonomy, may bs practicable, Butthe central,
Government mustremain epsentially autocratic un-'
til the day -comes when the Indian leaders can ssy,
“Now you may go, weneed your bayonets no longer.’”
That day is not likely to come very scon,” Soeven

before the Commission goes through the formality of -

taking evidence, people in England seem to know
for certain how far it would go in meeting Indian
aspirations. A Nof only is there no ground for expect-
ing any popularisation of the central Government:
but even the grant of provincial autonomy appears
to be problematical. There may be only some “minor
improvements” - in connection with provincisl auto-
nomy, but no antonomy itself. If after thiz semi-
nuthoritative statement there are any of our coun-
trymen who believe that our co-operation with the
Commission will bring more boons than the
New Statesman has here forecasted, they must indeed
be confirmed optimists, The possibility of the British.
withdrawal is of course ever present to the bene-
volent British mind ; only all possible .cate is taken

stop to.the poliey of rationing. sountry liquor; but | to see that the possibility never comes near being &

1

Indian case were not presented be- -
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itv by delaying army Indianisation as much as
;eoaslsittﬂe.y Aparyl; from the fact that India’'s depen-
denos for her defence upon Britain does not make
British withdrawal & matter of practical politics, it
has the additional advantage of branding Indians as
unfit for self-government on the ground of their

inasbility to defend themselves.
* 2 %

THE second gession of the Bombay Socisl Service

Conference held last week in
The Social Ser~ - Bombay was presided over by Mr.
vice Conference. K, Natarajan whose address as usual

was thoughtful and inspiring. The
fact that 52  different Associations had
joined the Conferencs is an index to the appre-
ciation of the work of social service, At the outset
Me. Natarajan deplored the want of co-ordination bet-
wezan the several social movements. His advice that
gocial questions should be approached in a spirit- of
charity and toleration is indeed sound, but is it-not a
pity that it should be still needed ? Before changing
cusfoms in & .eummary way, we should be sure, he
said thatthe new ones were higher snd baiter. He made
a supgestion to the University authorities to ' send
out students of the School of Sociology t learn social
work firsthand, Finally, he advised the social
worker to have faith, zeal and knowledge, A
resolution was passed which affirmed among other
things that commercialised vice would not be ade-
quately dealt with unless brothels were made illegal
and which ¢ mmended the policy of gradual closing
within a definite term of years. We do not think
ourselves that the shutting up of houses of prostitu-
tion would remove the evil at its root but as a prepa-
ration of public opinion the resolution has its value.
Other important resolutions were the one requesting
the League of Nations to extend the enquiry of its
Committee on the traffic in women and children to

India ; another urging the enactment of a- definite

statute in connection with the policy of Prohibition;
another urging the local hoards and muniocipalities
to start reading-rooms and libraries in towns snd
villages, The resolutions, however. show that the
Conference is & mere deliberative body. Wa sghould
like something being done to appoint & permanent
committee which will put in continuous work by
means of incessant correspondence and propagandist
activities, '

L % L ]
THE recently held conference of the subjects of Sangli
' S;;at:hhug once agslin urged the ruler
g ¢ e State to limit his personal
‘g:‘;ﬂ;gf'“ oxpenses, Lord Irwin's reported

emphasising the same point in his
address to the Chamber of Princes has lent added
support to the request of the Conference which the
enlightened ruler of the State sghould have little
difficulty in: carrying into effect. The Conference
also demanded the establishment of responsible gov-

Conference of

ernment in the State. This, in our opinion, largsly

depends upon the fixation of & eivil list for the ruler.
For in the absence of a definite limit on the amount
the ruler should appropriate from the State revenue
for his personal use, there is every inducement
to him fo be looking about constantly for fresh means
of adding to the amount needed for his own limitless
expenses. Once a civil list is definitely fixed a ruler
will bave hardly any interest in withholding the
power of the purse from his people, ' Thus ~ fixing
the length of the ruler’s privy purse appearsto ‘us to
be a considerable etep towards the establishment of
responsible government.” And if Lord Irwin is anxi-
oug to see the subjects of Indisn States contented and

happy, he.mqst bend his energies to: getting all thé
Indian prinoes to agree to- appropriate -only a stated

proportion of the State revenue or a fixed sum for

THE secretary of

their personal use, In Sangli, which has an anaunal
income of about Rs, 16 lakhs the ruler, according to
a speaker at the Conference, takes about Rs. 114 lakh
for his personal expenses, and Ra. 5,000 for those of
his mother who was until quite recently allowed Rs.
8000 & year. In addition, State guests are believed
to consume nearly Rs $0,000, the ruling family
another Ra, 20,000, stables nearly Rs, 98,000, and the
upkeap of the ruler’s difforant houses Rs. 5,000. The
Chief Sahab’s Mahableshwar and Delhi trips between
them cost the State, we are told. about Rs. 70,00);
while thera is no knowing how much of the total
P, W, D, expanditure of Rs. 2 lakhs is for publio
benefit and how much for the personal use of the -
Tuler. Even after making due allowanocs for gsome
exaggoration in these figures, it osnnot be doubted
that the total makes quite a formidable proportion of
the State’s revenue. In sharp contrast is the praotice
in this behalf prevailing in England where on the
acression of a ne v sovereign & commission is appoin-
ted as a matter of course, "'to inquire into the position;
chiefly finanecial, of the new occupant of the throne,”
Aocording to the late King Edward VII's biographor,
' “Quesn Victoria on her accession bad, like her predeces-
gor, William IV, accepted the prinoiple that the chief
hereditary revenues of the Crown, which.came from landed
‘property, in effeot belonged to the nation, and like his
mother, the King at once relinquished the royal claim to
them. During the Queen's reign the annual valee of these
Crown estates had risen from £245.000 to £425,000.”
In the case of the late King, as during the long reign
of his mother no inquiry into the expenditure of the
different Palace departments was possible, “an inve-
stigating committee of twenty-three members ( of
Parliament )” was also appointed. Far from looking
upon it as a nuisance, Edward VII, we are toid,
‘whole-heartedly co-operated with the committee and
*took a keen intevest in the reduction of expenses.”
As for Edward VI(I's Civil List, Sir Michael Hioks-
Beach, the then Chancsllor of the Exchequer,
“proposed to raise the royal income from £385,000 (in-
eluding £60,000 for the Privy Purse } which Queen Victoria
 had recelved to £450,000 with the privilege of frankiog
letters and sending telograms free of charge on matters
‘relating to the business of the State. It was proposed to
' increase the contingent annuity for Queen Alexandra to
£60,000." -

Eventually Parliament passed an “Aot suthoris-

ing & Civil List of £470,000 per year with addition-
al pensions and annuities bringing the total up to
£543,000.” It is earnestly to be wished that Indian
Princes will introduce this wholesome practice in
their own States, and that Sangli will lead the way.
Among other requests pressed upon the ruler of
Sangli by the Conference was one calling upon him to
reduce the number of his councillors from 4 fo 2, to-
separate judicial frcm executive functions, to make
local bodies fully representative, allowing them to
elect their own presidents, to introduce prohibition
and to allow freedom of the press. ‘
L *® * L

the Bengal National Chamber of

Commerce, Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar
Mr, N.R. Sarkar atthe Annual Meeting of the body,

on Indian Finauce. gave us & survey of financia}l events

: : " during 192728 in which he indulged
in an amount of plain speaking : which is needed at
the present time, Mz, Sarkar notes the curious fact
that bankers were thoroughly demoralised and "dis-
pirited during the last year and “‘optimism seemed a
word erased out of their dictionary.”.  But he does nof
tell us definitoly what the cause was; Cenditions in
the money: market ‘were. equally - depressing and
Government had to pay & higher-interest for Treasury.
Billz than banks: offerad for .deposits.;: The failure
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‘of the Reserve Bank schemoe is, according to Mr. Sar.
kar, due to a series of bunglings, although he admits
that in & year in which people’s minds were less
acerbated the proposal wduld have been acclaimed as a
great and liberal measure. Mr. Sarkar deplored the

small trade balanca in our favour realized during the

the year, which is barely equal o the Home Charges.
In order - to popularise Treasury Bills Mr. Sarkar
proposes that the Imperial Bank should make- it
known that they will lend money sgainst Treasury
Bills and full facilities for rediscounting will be of-
fered as in the London market. Mr Sar:ar thorough-

1y approves of the system of Sterling Purchase asa’
substitute for the system of selling Council Drafts,

since under the new system there sare smaller
treasury balapces af the °‘ Home' treasury.
We must remind” him "however that the larger
balances heretofore were - not due to the system
itself but to the excess of Councii Drafts over thefigure
of the Home Charges which was gratuitous. Mr.
Sarkar criticized the Government for their inaction
with regard to purchasing gold and for their having
neglected the opporfunity to secure gold from Ame-
rioa when practically every ' second - country in
Europe got enough gold from her fuor ‘reorganizing
their currencies. The explanation he .offers is that
the motive of Government is to subserve the interests

‘of the London money market and not those of India..

"With regard to SBir Basil Blackett’s record he said
that his capacity was great but his achievement was
puerile, Although we d. not agree with this estimate
wo agree with him when he says that no Finance

 Member can achieve anything agsainst the series of
handicaps under which he has to work and the re-
servations imposed on his powers from Whitehall, I
is only a thorough overhauling of the administrative
machinery that will, in his opinion, solve the financial

problem of India. And, to speak frankly, there is no-

exaggoeration iP. the statexqent.

TBE establishment of an all-India League for the
prevention of early marriages is
proof of the fact that Indian
opinion has at lzst become alive to
the seriousness of the problem. The fact that Iadies
are taking the lead in educating public opinion about
the evils of early marriages is very heartening: On

"Prevention of -
' BEarly Marriages.

the motion of the Dy. Presideng, _Mrs. Muthulaksh-

mi Reddi, the question was considered recently by
the Madras Council which has expressed what might
appear, and did appear, fo some a8 a revolutionary
opinion especially in the present state of public opi-
nion. According to the motion in question, which
was passed, the Government remaining neutral, the
.Council wants the marriageable age to be raised to at
least 21 in the case cf boys and 16 in that of girls. In
view of the fact that unmarried girls and boys cf
more than the ages referred to are commonly met
with at lesst in big cities, wa do not think there

is anything very extravagant about the view express-’

ed by the Madras Council. This expression of opi-
rion by the Madras Council is timely since Mr.
Sarda’s bill to the same end mnow before the
Asgembly ig to be circulated for opinion. As
-amended by the Seleet Committee the bill will
.apply, not to & few swections. of the Hindu
~ecommunity as originally intended, but to all commu-
nities alike and instead of invalidating marriages of
parties below the ages given in the bill, as was
‘provided for in the draft bill, will punish all' those
who have any part or lot in bringing them sbout.
Nor are the Indian Btates quite unaffected by the agi-
tation that is being tarried on in British Indis, for
we observe that the Bikaner Legislative Assembly
“has also before it 8 measure simed at the stoppage of
early marriages, - o R

) INTER_VENTION IN INDIAN STATES.
MACHINERY OF MANJATES COMMISSION.
THE Butler Committes, after visiting somhe of the
Indian States,is now about to leave the shores of
India. Its work has been carried on so rigorously
behind closed doors that few persons in India have
any idea as to how far the inquiry has progressed

‘and when its report is likely to be presented. As

to the taking of evidence this Committee presents such
a strong contrast to the Simon Com.ission : whilethe
latter went abegging for testimony, the latter is
qstent.fit_iously. indifferent to it so far as the public are
conoerned, thinking that its concern is only with the
Indian Princes on the one band and the officia’s of the
British Government on the other. One would think that
to this Committee the people of the Indian States simp-
ly do not exist. We know that it has consistently re-

! fused to take evidence bearing on the interests of the

people as entirely outside its scope and we cannot
help thinking that in thus interpreting its terms of
reference it has made a fatal blunder, which ean only
stamp its inquiry as one-sided and defective ab initio.
For if the treaties and engagements with which the
Committee conoerns itself relate for the most part to
the relationship between the States and the British
Government, they also provide in some cases for good
and efficient administration in the interest of the
subjects of the ruling Princes, and in any inquiry as
to the correct interpretation of these instruments the
people of the States have by right as good a ¢laim to be
heard asthe rulers or the suzerain power. 1f the Butler
Committee, in codifying the existing treaty rights
and obligations, slurs over or minimises the 'obliga-
tions which the suzarain power on the one hand and
the Princes on the other owe f{o the psople in the
States it will have failed in the mcst important part
of its work. For, irrespective of the particular clauses
in the treaties which seek to ensure expressly the
moral and material Wwell-being of the people, the
British Government, by guaranteeing protection to
the States from internsl as well as external aggress.
jon, has undertaken the protection of the people
in the BStates from gross misrule. Thus behind
and sbove all the .treaties -and engagemonts
concluded between the Princes and the British
Government stand. the States’ subjects, who are
taken by the latter under their especial guardian-
ship, but it is just this aspect of the mstter which
should guide the proceedings of the Committee which
the Committeo ignores. o

~ The right of the suzerain power to intervene ir
Indian States affairs on behalf of the subjects with a

- view to prevention or correction of maladministra-

tion of sn extrems character is unquestioned and un,
questionable, The Princes no doubt claim internal
autonomy and sovereign rights but this autonomy
and these rights aré subject to the limiting

-eondition that in cases of gross mismle the

British Government shsll step in and take all the
necessary steps’ to end the prevailing misrule,
Only His Exalted Highness the Nizam dared in

| recent times fo challenge this power vesting in the
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sugerain Power and came sorely to grief over it. But
the exercise of this undoubted power leaves much to
be desired, whether in the interest of the rulers or
the ruled. The intervention is spasmodic and ill-
regulated, and the justification for it not always
“apparent and seldom aitempted. The result is that
there has never been a case of intervention but has
given rise to the suspicion that a ruler was deposed
or made to abdicate or reprimanded, not really be-
‘cause he was oppreszive to the people, but because
he was not subgervient enough to the British Gov-
ernment. The suspicion can never be dispelled, for the
QGovernment will never publicly assign any reasons
for the action they take and if they do, will not
make known all the attendant ciroumstances and
publish evidence in support of their statements.
And thus even in cases where, if all the facts were
known, the justifiestion of infervention would be
complete, the Government never receive the support
.of public opinion. It is therefore of thd utmost impor-
tance that the policy of intervention should follow a
settled course, and no action should be taken against
any ruler until his misdeeds are brought home to
him. For this purpose it is necessary that the present
‘method of secretiveness should be definitsly abandon-
-ed and that everything should be aboveboard, the
necessary records being made available fo him. The
-ruler should of course have an opportunity of defend-
ing himgelf before a tribunal, whatever that be. The
‘ruling Princes are certainly entitled to urge this
‘before the Butler Committee and we beliove that the
-Committee too will be inclined to view their plea
‘with favour, We for our part would uureservedly
ﬁuppoﬂ: such a claim. Only we would emphasize
what perhaps the ruling Princes would like fo
relegate to the background, that the subjects of the
States, in whose inferest the aclion is avowedly
‘taken, should have ss full an opportunity of leading
-evidence against the Princes as the Princes have of
defending themselves and that therefore the resords
ghould be accessible to the people just as much as to
‘the Princes. .

We would suggest that the machinery for in-
-quiry info alleged cases of misrule of the Princes be
modelied on that devised by the League of Nations
for seeing that the terms of the mandates are mot
+fransgressed by the mandatory powers, Scme modi-
fications may be found necessary in this procedure,
‘but broadly it may be the procedure adopted by the
League, The essentials of the general oversight
which the League exercises over the administration
of the mandated countries consist in the following:
{1) The League calls for an annual report from
every mandatory power, which is ocommitted for
oritical examination to an expert body called the
Mandates Commission, the majority of the members
of which must belong to non-mandatsry countries,
-and no member of which can be a servant of any
‘Government, so that their impartiality may be in-
sured. (2) The Commission examines the report in
the presence of a representativa of the Mandatory
power, who is then subjected to a'stiff cross-examina-

tion. (3) The Commission’s report goas thereafter to

suthorities of the

the Council of the League for consideration along
with such observations as the mandatory power may
think fit to make. (4) The Counoil thereupon arrives
at its own conoclusions, which are debated In the
Assembly, in the presepce of the representatives of
all the powers in the world. (5) The people in the
mandated countries and even strangers have a right
of petitioning the Commission, such petitions being
forwarded by the mandatory powers with their own
remarks to the Commission.

The British Government has of course behind its
decisions in regard to Indian States far stronger sano-
tions than the League has behind its, and yet, on
acoount of the system of opsn discusgion whioh it
hag adopted, it is able to exercise & more restraining
influence on thepredatory instinots of the mandatory
powers than the British Government has besn or will
ever bs on the autocracy of the Indian Princes un-
der the present sygtem, The points to be noted in
this oconneotion are the following 1) Certain
essentials of good government ought to be laid down,
and no departure therefrom permitted. These essen-
tials should be of the simplest character, something
like those mentioned by the Viceroy in his note pre-
pared for the Chamber of' Princes. ( Souraskira has
published the note in exfenso.) These essentials
would correspond 2 the stipulations of the mandates
ensuring that the government of the backward peo-
ples in the mandated countries shall not give rise to .
abuses and evils which haveresulted in the past. (2)
Every State should be reqaired to submit a report on
its administration to the Government of India, the
report being drawn up with particular reference to
the essentials of good government laid down. (3)

The (Government of India should neither pigeon-

hola the report, nor proceed to take action, but refer
it for detailed and impartial examination to an ex-

.pert body, connected neither with the Government

nor with the States, but independent of both.
(4) This body, the States Counecil, let us call it, should
discues the report in the presence of the duly acoredit-
ed representative of the State, who would offer any
supplementary information that might be desired. (5)
The Council would also bein possession of the debates
in the representative assembly of the State and all
other relevant and useful material and would ques-

tion ihe ‘representative on all this material and on

any other question it may think fit. (6) The people of
the State concerned and any others wonld have .the
right of laying their complaints against the State
before the Council through the State authorities, who
would of courge be bound to forward them to the
Council, with their own observations thereupon. (6)
The Counoil, where necessary, may visit the State
concerned and csrry on an inquiry on the spot, and
may have its own agents in the various States, as
has been proposed for the Mandates Commission. (7)
The relevant documents relating to the charges or
alleged grievances should be made available to the
State and the paople, (8) The
Government should than -take the report of the
Council info their consideration .and decide on the
action fo be taken. (9) If the action is felt.to violate,
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. on the one hand, te rig:s of Prince and on the
other the obligations of the suzerain powsar, an
appesl should lie to a spesially codstituted tribunal,
and facilities for such appesal be assured to the people
equally with the Prince concerned.

This procedure will bs fair to all the thres parties

conoerned and will be to the advantage of all. But

only two of them, viz. the British Government and
the Indian Princes receive attention at present, and
the third and most important of them, viz. the people
belonging to the States, are entirely ignored! No
solution, however, would be satisfactory or enduring
which is merely the result of diplomatic negotiations
between the rulers in British and Indian India and

which does not base itself on the welfare of

‘the masses, whose interests after all should receive
primary consideration.

In sny case the presence of rulers themselves on
any Council designed for the purpose: of exercising
gupervigsion over their administration is outlawed
by every canon of political philosophy.

- INDIA’S DEBT.

A LITTLE after the assumption of power by the
Crown in India the public debt was Rs, 100 crores
In 1914, the year of the commencement of the Great
War, it rose to Rs. 551 crores. The greatest concern
however has been caused since the termination of the
Whar as the figure has now nearly reached Rs. 1000
orores, The total debt is divided into two broad
heads, wunproductive and productive, according
as the gervices for which it is utilized give or
do not give us a net ‘surplus at least equal to
the amount of interest on the sum spent. - The
productive debi at the end of 1925-26 for the
Central Government as well as for the Provineial

Governments was Rs, 73718 crores. The un~|

productive debt on the same date was Ras, 221-87
crores, It is superfluous to comment on the unpro-
ductive dsbt &s every one ig aware that it was due to
erratic expeditions on the Frontier, into Egypt and

Abyssinia and partly -due to the need of covering

budget deficits. However it is gratifying that Sir
Basil Blackett has succeeded in reducing this por-
tion by nearly Rs. 100 erores. during his tenure of
office and if we rely on Lis estimate given in the
1ast Budget speech it will be extinguished at the end
of 30 years, If therefore we regard the unproduc-
tive debt as a manageable item within the compe-
tenca of India, so far ag its extinction is concerned, the
productive debt becomes the real erux of the problem.

The debate on the debt position in the Assembly
in 1925 revealed a marked cleavage of opinion on
the question whether the productive debf should be
paid off-gradually of course—by means of a sinking
fund go as to preserve the credit of the country in-
tact. One section of whom Mr, Jamnadas M., Mehta
bacame the spokesman, disapproved of any schems of
reducing the debt or at least they would not have
a large sinking fund in order to pay it off in a
hurry. The palladium of their argument. is the
oapital assets against our debts—in the form of bar-

racks, military roads, military works, the P. W. D,

works like canals, embankments, ete. Ancther argu-
ment was that the alaims of the taxpayer for a relief
from taxaftion were more paramount than the need
for paying off the'existing debt, whether productive
or unproductive, Instead of the scheme of sinking
fund thorefore this section of the Assembly would
have an annual reduotion of taxation by the whole

‘amount of the ginking fund, viz. Rs.4 crores and odd.
-In thig connection it must be remembered that al-

" though the gross interest charges for the total debt

are Rs, 40 orores, the net interest charges paid by the
taxpayer is under Rs. 9 orores, the other oharges be-
ing me$ by the gross income of Railways and other
productive services. Now we have full sympathy
with the claims of the taxpayer for & reduction of
tazation and it may be conceded that for & few years
the schome of a ginking fund should be made to
stand over ; but to say that because a debt is- produo-
tive it need not be paid for a hundred years goes to the
length of a paradoxiesl assertion. If the old debt is
never psid, the new debt would start under worse
auspices and instead of getting it at a2 lower rate of

' interest we shall have to pay perhaps a higher and

higher rate. A-ginking fund scheme obviates thiz
danger by oreating confidence among lenders and
giving them an assurance that there is adequate safe-
guard for paying off the loans within a reasonable
period. When Sir Basil Blackett pointed to the sink-
ing fund in Great Britain as one of the bulwarks of
the debt redemption scheme thers, he was not paying
merely a conventionsl - compliment to the British
Chancellors of the Exchequer but was stating an im-
portant financial expedient. 'As for the objection to
meeting the sinking fund charges out of revenus it

| is quite obvious that it is futile; & sinking fund must:

come out of current revenues, otherwise we would be
stultifying ourselves by. having new debts to pay off

 the old ones. 'All things oonsidered, the scheme of

a sinking fund must be regarded ae absolutely vital
to the - maintenance of the [ndian credit at home and
abroad. .

-There are those who make out that the Indian
publio debt is & bagatelle, by making comparisons
with other countries in various ways. Tor instance,
it is said that the debt per capila in Grest Britain is
£175 and that in France is £356, wheress in India it
is only £2~10-0 per head. On the basis of the per-
centage of expenditure on the debt services io the
total expenditure we are told that in France this per-
centage is 54, in Great Britain 47-5, in Australia it is
2t whereas in India it is 15. The suggestion is
obvious and it is that the unproductive debt may be
wiped off but very slowly and that the productive
debt need not be thought of at all, Ag against this
8ir Bagil Blackett has continually rajsed his voice
and maintained that although the eredit of the Gov-
ernment of India in the finanecial world may be good
at present it may ba worsened at any time by the
failure to make & provision for a sinking fund, The
matter becomes more serious when we remember that °
nob only have we to consider the existing debt but
also new debts for financing various schemes of deve~ |
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. lopment including the annusl capital expenditure for
Railways. In 1925 Sir Basil Blackett gave fo the
Assembly a rough estimafe of the total sum fhat had
to be financed during the next five years, including
the sum required to deal with the maturing debt.
This estimate gave Rs. 300 orores as the sum which
can only be met by reborrowing from the market.
The sinking fund, however small, reduces to that
extent the amount that has to be borrowed afresh and
to postpone for a long time the institution of & sink-
ing fund would be acting against the country’s best
interests, - It is true, as Sir Josiah Stamp eaid, that
the “State unlike the individual can take a long view.
It ean therefore finance itself by methods which
would be too far-reaching in the space of time invol-
ved for individual businesses” But even a State cari-
not neglect its duty of debt-redemption ad infinitum,

. 'With regard to the external debt Sir Basil Bla-
ckott has always admitted that to the &xtent of the
forsign debt, ,the undertakings like Railways and
Irrigation works and other works of public utility are
mortgaged to the lenders in London. Now what we
want to-day is to bacome full owners of our Railways
and other works if possible and for this purpose to
expadita the substitution of Indian"capital for English
capital. A study of the figures of the exbernal
debt ravaals the steady progress: in this matter which
Sir Basil Blackett kept before him as an ideal from the
beginning. InMarch 1914 the internal and external
debts wore Rs, 107-80 orores mnd Rs. 3715 ecrores
respectively., In March 1924 they were Rs., 385-43
crores and Rs.485-84 erores, In March 1925 they were
Rs, 390-85 and Rs, 511-81 orores and in Maroh 1926
Rs. 417-93 and Rs. 513-30 crores. If the provincial debt
of Rs, 130-63 crores which is wholly internal is added
to the last figure of the internal debt we get a total of
Rs. 548-56 as the tofal internal debt and this exoseds
the external debt by nearly Rs.35 orores. The policy of
paying off this external debt being out of the question
for the present we must be content with enforcing
the rule that except in grave emergencies no sterling
loans should be raised, so that the sterling debt might
af least remain stationary, The ‘fack that except
during the last year no sterling ‘loan was raiged
during the six years of his term of office is the surast
proof of Sir Bagil Blackstt's good faith in the matter
of the loan policy. .

Judging by the experiment of the Bombay Deve-
lopment, one feals constrained to enter a caveat
against unsound schemes and speculative enterprises.
If the money from public loans is spent on wild-
800se chases, the publie begin to feel a suspicion
about the general security of State enterprises and
the taxpayers who have to pay the interest in any
case, despair of getting eny relief from taxation,

.Consequently just as a scientific scheme of debt
redemption is necessary, it is equally desirable to
have a scientific scheme of new loans for varinug
beneficent purposes. If the Government adhere to
their present plan of a capital programme of Rs, 95

orores a year for another series of years we may

‘presume that another Rs, 20_ crores would be easily
absorbed every year in other programmes.

The question then is, can India really stand to
gain by an annual inorement of Rs. 45 crores when
the payment of interest is allowed asa deduction
from the tobal benefit. Wa are inolined to think that
so far as the Railways are concerned we must fix a
limit to the additional investment under this head.
Communications may bs & good thing but there are
other good things as well. We may grant that the
real burden of intersst on the taxpayer is less than
Rs. 9 orores ; but this is not a small burden fora
country which is not industrially very advanced and
whose taxable capacity is even now an object of
grave concern to economists, Just as in the case of
the Railways, we should like to see a limit plaoced
on the capital expenditire on other heads s well,
Without thess precautions there is nothing to prevent
the public debt soaring to heights not contemplated
even by the most reckless champion of publio
horrowing. ‘

LABOUR POLICY IN SOUTH, AFRICA.
Ir*

IT was gaid in the last article thatthe governing
factor in the labour problem of South Africa was the
presence of the “poor white,” who are incompetent,
and far fo0 many, to receive the high wage of a
pound a day but who cannot live according to “civi-
lized standards” on the Native wage, and who are
not keen on doing the Native’s unskilled work., The
Government’s solution of the problem is fwo-fold:
to overcome the reluctance of the unskilled white
to undertake unskilled work and oontrive to give
him a wage that will enable kim to maintain the
civilised standard of life. There are limits to both
which the Government recognises. Thera are certain
olasses of work that a white man, however poor and
unskilled, will not de. Asa good instance Clauge
104 of the Liguor Bill, which has happily been
dropped, may be mentioned, It meant to prohibit
the employment of Indians and Natives in all places
where liquor was handled, The Government profess-
ed to defend this restriction on the ground that those
who are protected from drink should not be allowed
to work in places where they can handle liquor.
But an exception was made. The Section did not
prohibit the employment of Natives in cleansing tha
premises and anything contained therein. - Col. D.
Reitz, M.L.A., was frank enough to give the true
explanation for this exoception. He was not opposed
to the white Iabour policy, “but I objest to the white
man being put into jobs of this sort. If the scope of
employment ig to ba increased why put him to wash-
ing out beer barrels and brandy botfles? Is that
going to enhancethe white man’s status and prestige?”

| The same objection was passionately urged during the

recent debate on the Colour Bar Bill by Mr. Waters-
ton, M.L A,, a Labourite. There are certain classes
of work, underground work, on the mines that
nobody secinusly advocates should be done by whife
labour. Pariadoxical as it may sound, it is true on
the mines that the relief for white unemployment
is the employment of more Natives! The places
acceptable to whites on the mines are only about 10
per cent. of the toial Iabour force necessary. Nine
Natives must ba employed if one white is to have a
job. Even the most fanatic advocate of “all.white "
polioy does not, therefore, dream of applying it to
the mines in South Africa. The Government haas -
embarked on some -schemes for the relief of un« .

* The first srtiole appeared in our issue of Marob 22.
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employment amcng the whites and desired that they
ghould bo ali-white. But even there a certain number
of Natives had to be employed.  One such is the re-
construction of the Johannesburg Railway station.
The Minister of Labour is reported to -have - confesa-
ed in the House of Assembly on the 6th March 1928
that in addition to 448 Europesns 81 Natives were
also employed; and explained that the laiter were
given “the very heaviest work. unsuited to oivilised
labour, although he did not agree with that."” Thus
it is not only employment, but 8 particular grade of
it that has to be found for the white workers—some-
thing that will not lower the white man's prestige.

Besides this, he.must -be secured a wage that
will enable him to live according to the white
standard. The Government adopt 8 shillings a day as
" the minimum,though that hasbeen considered foolow
by some competent eritics who put it at 10 shillings
a day. This wage however is recognised to be
uneconomie. - Put coneisely, the aim of labour policy
in South Africa is to secure every white man a white
job at a white wage, of not less than £120 a year.

The steps taken to bring sbout this result are
various. Buf they may be broadly grouped under
the headings “ colour bar * and “ equal pay for equal
work.” The former may be presumed to represent
the Dutch Nationalist Party’s policy aand the latter
that of the more predominantly British Labour Party.
The South African Party is alleged to be  capitalistic
in sympathy and in consequence fo put & premium
on the cheapness of labour irrespective of colour
or race. its principal contribution to the labour
policy in South Africa was the Industrial Conciliation
Act of 1924, Tts primsary object was to prevent and
gettle industriel: disputes  between employers and
employees, irrespective of race or colour. It provided
for the establishment of “ industrial councils™ econ-
gisting of an equal number of representatives of
employers and employees for the regulation of wages

snd other conditions of employment. If the Minister '

of Labour is eatisfied that a particular industrial
-eounceil is gufficiently representative of the particular
-trade, he may declare that the agreement reached by
that industrial council shall be binding on all
employers snd employeesin that industry. Thore is
nothing in the statute to prevent Indian employees
.and their European or Indian employers constituting
an industrial couneil under the Act and fixing their
.wages and other conditions of work.

But there are difficulties, in the way. For the
Act requires that the employees should be organised
‘into registered trade unions to be allowed fo send
ropresentatives to the industrisl council. And ‘the
Registrar of Trade Unions can register a union only
when he is satisfied that no other union is already
registered which i sufficiently representative of the
trade, ' Now the formation of a trade union presup-
poses 8 cerfain amount of education, foresight and
power of organisation and voluntary discipline, which
are found only in the superior type of employees, And
they are mostly whites, The unorganised and not-
ensily-organised mass of unskilled non-European
workers are unable to take edvantage, therefore, of
the Industrial Conciliation Act, The foew of the
superior type that could ecannot claim to be represen-
tative of the trade, nor get such claime admitted.
And the white union will not admit non-whites. The
non-European is thus practically precluded from
availing himself of the Conciliation Act.

On the other hand, the European workers, who
ars organised into trade unions, can and do avail
themselves of the Aot, and take a hand in fixing the
wages and other conditions of work. The Minister
of Labour has power,—and he does exercise it,—to
make !:he apreements srrived at by the industrial
oouncils composed -of white employees and white

employers binding on the whole industry, including
n.n-European employers and employees, who have
had no voice in the arrangements. )

It is however possible for non-Europeans, if
they are sufficiently organised and representative of
any particular trade; to form a trade union and form
an industrial counecil with the employers and fix
théir own wages, ete. according to their own standard,
For instance, Indians almost monopolise the occu-
pations of cooks and waiters in Natal; and they are
advanced enough to organise themselves into trade
unions and form industrial councils, Though they
have formed trade unions, they have not yet negoti-
ated an industrial council and fixed their wages
through that body, which could be on the non-Euro-
pean standard,

Even if they did they are not immune from in-
terference. The Wage Act, to which reference will be
made later, permits of wages being determined by
the Wage Board in trades which are already govern-
ed by the Industrial Conciliation Act abt the discre-
tion of the Minister of Labour. The wages so fixed
by the Wage Board supersede the minima fixed
under the Conoiliation Act. The Wage Board may,
and most probably will, fix them at the white level.
It must, however, be mentioned that the Wage
Act is the work of the present Pact Government
and not of the South African Party Government of
General Smuts. Though the Industrial Concilition
Act is of general application and hes no colour bar
in it, the South African Party Government made
itself responsible for the Mines and Works Act of
1911, which provided for the colour bar in industry.
1t forbade the employment of non-Europeans in
certain skilled qocupations In the mines in the
Transvaal. During the debates on the amendment
of the Mines and Works Ack in 1926 General Smuts
explained that he was always opposed to the colour
bar, but he bowed to the fact that in the Transvaal
there was long in existence the convention that
Natives ghould not be employed in certain occu-
pations which were reserved for whitee, and he
simply gave statutory effect to it. He had however
resisted any suggestion to extend the colour bar to
other places and other industries.

So much then for the Iabour policy of the South
African Party. In the pexi artiole we shall study
the policy of the present Paot Governmcnt, .

A STUDENT.

THE PROBLEM OF EGYPT.

EGYPT/AN nationalism is over a century old. As
shown in the brilliant thesis of Mr. George Young
in his “ Egypt, ™ reviewed in these ocolumns by
Prof. Spear, in this extensive period, the movernent
faghioned itself according to contemporary modes of
manifestation, At the opinion of the nineteenth
century Egypt was not only formally, as theresffer,
but also really, a Province of the old Ottoman Em-
pire. Mamelukes ruled both Fellaheen and Copt
with contingents of Turkish janisseries, until Napo-
leon broke their power. Mahomet Ali, the Albanian
adventurer, Napoleon's frue succeasor, was beyond
doubt & progressive ruler judged by the standards of
his time, Besides creating a national army, he in-
auguarated a system of nationalising fthe economic
resources of the country which is astounding both in
its criginality and efficiency. There is, however,
a point of saturation or maturity in the psyechological
and sociological domain as in the field of natural
sciences, The following chapters in the story of
Bgypt are a lesson on this point, While out in the
far West, the gimilar circumstance of the interaction
of European rivalries and communal ‘consciousness,
roughly within the same epoch, led to the emergence
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of the Amerioan nation which swiftly set itself to the
consolidation of a State, in Egypt it caused the dis-
solution of the State which stood ready-made, pos-
sessed of all its outer paraphernalia. Because, in the
one case, there were all the organs pertaining to
nationalism, and in the other there were only its
tools, The American colonists had just to make
their existing institutions wholly and truly national;
the Egyptian State had no such central framework
which it could vitalise and utilise againgt the dissol-
ving forces. This is a bit of history which ought to
malce those who are inclined to attach too much
weight to the army in the formation of a nation, pause
a little. It was not because Egypt lacked this mark
of a State that from indepsndence she passed on to
dependence again. ’
The second distinguishable period in the history
of Egyptian nationalism comes after the reigns of
‘Said and Igmail, with their foreign loans and conces-
sions, their spectacuiar feats, and a profligacy which
combined the worst traditions of Kast and West. Its
exponent was Arabi Pasha, a soldier and a peasant,
whoge patriotism found vent through the only Egyp-
tian instifution at the time, the arpiy. European
diplomacy scored an eagy victory over him, and fol-
lowing an incident in 1882, British troops ocoupied
HEgypt. Sudanese wars and reconstruction over.
'shadowed nationalism for a while, and in 1900, -the
Bgyptian problem may be said to have appeared with
its present premises.
continues, shows the Effendi, in war with the British

-over the occupation, and the battles, as withus in

India, are mainly political. Its earliest exponent was

Miustapha Kamil, journalist, aesthete, idealist, snd

+the latest has been Zaghloul, who, though peasant by
‘birth, had to resort mainly to the Effendi methods of
-agitation. On the British side, the snswer has been
a clever combination of offensive and defensive: a
mixture of Gorst and Kitchener, and an indetermin-
able Cromer. The tactic is too familiar to need
recounting.

Following the findings of the Milner Commis-
sion, in 1922, Egypt was declared an independent

kingdom. Fuad was made King, not Sultan, nor | neva who need be told that legal subtleties and poli-

Khedive. Among the limitations on the monarchy
-were the four famous reserved points, left indetermi-
Tnate: safety of the Empire’s communications, defence
-of Egypt against foreign aggression, the protection
of foreign interests in Kgypt, and the question of the
Sudan, On Britian's pert, however, there was no-

‘thing undetermined about these, for the 1922 declara-

-tion was accompanied by a characteristic Note from

Lord Curzon to the Powers wherein he get out the
tisks they would bs running by acting on the logical
deductions proceeding from acceptance of Egypt's
new status at its face value. '

During the MacDonald administration, in his
Tble as Secretary of Siate for Foreign Affairs, the
Prime Minister negotiated with Zaghloul sbout
the four points, These efforts proved even shorter
than the short Labour Ministry, and Sir Austen

Chq.mberlnin took up the threads obviously in the
belisf that the time was meeter for their considera-

tion . A combination of Sarwat Pasha, Lord Lloyd,
z_md Sir Austen Chamberlain, was no doubt ideal, if,
it would work. It had all but worked when the terms
of the proposad treaty were published.

The two objectionabls clauges of the projected
treaty are Articles 7 and 8, They perpztuate the con.
tinuation of the British Army of Occupation (though
it is provided that it will not constitute an occupation
and will in no way prejudice the sovereign rights of
Egypt), and the services of the British officials wher-

ever foreigners have to be employed. Nashas Pasha,

Sarwal s successor- after. the crisis, is said to have
declared: - ot T

Thie latest phase, which etill |

Egypt has nover besn an integral part - of the British
Empire, and it would be intolerable if, because she is on
the route to India, she ghould have o acoommodate herself
jndefinitely to the position of a subordi -ate and dependent
pation. ILtis not necssiacy thas Great Britain should
assume the attitude of mistress and dispensator. '

The British position in this muddle is olear
enough, The Suez Canal is to the Empire what
Panams is to the United States Tuae British Army
in Egypt is the Empire’s Monroe Ductrine The
plight of Egypt must also be fully comprehended.
The entire nationalist blast centred round the Bri-
tish officials, and an agreement w ich perpetuates
their sway, is, for Egyptians, no agreement at all.
The British Army in Cairo, as visitors are aware, is
gituated, besides, in a vast building right in the cen-
tre of the city, and is oaloulated to oreate an impres-
gion. The consequent effeot is humiliation, The
Army might have been looalized in the Canal Zons,
which might perhaps not have proved difficult to
agree upon, and more suitable wording might have
been found for the other parts of the treaty ; but that
is not the Tory way. The Tory mustride rough.

When Sir - Austen Chamberlain was lately in
.Geneva for the March session of the Council, while
addrassing s gathering of journalists, he expressed
regret that he could not weloome Egypt into fhe
League. He pointed to the provision of the possibi-
lity of appeal to the League, ten years after, about
the Army Occupation, as Britain's bona-fides. This
part of the treaty, in principle perhaps, is tho least
objectionable, except for the long delay of ten years
Even this need be no insurmountable objection,
considering that the League’s Covenant provides for
the revision of treaties in suitable circumstances.
But, in fact, what confidence does the League enjoy?
What power has it against faita accomplis, and how

| ean it moasure ite force against the mighty arm of

British diplomacy ? Another apparently relieving
feature of the treaty, Britain’s support for a revision
of the regulations under Capitulations, in view of
what has already heppened in Turkey and Chins,
comes a lit:le too late, to be considered at all. It is
not Sir Austen Chamberlain and his friends at Ge-

tiesl actuslities are far apart. The problems of Iraq,
1ndia, Egypt, China (and Ireland need not be slto-
gether excluded from this list) might be settled in &
manner ensuring peaca and progress in the world, if

| only the Lesgue could create greater confidence, and .

possess greater power for good, ani freedom from
diplomatic machinations. Now they take-their own
course, and the world is full of deadly designs and
daily dread of war.

RAGHUNATH Row.

OUR SOUTH AFRICAN LETTER.

{ From Our Own Correspondent, )
' ' PRETORTA, March 24.

- EDUCATION COMMISSION.

SINCE my 1ast lettor the official announcement of the
personnel of the Indian Kducation Commission has
been made, The Commission is to consist of the
four members of the Natal Executive, Messrs, J.
Dyson ( Chairman ), F. C. Hollander, F. W, Fell and
C: F, Clarkson and three members of the Provincial
Council, Messrs. F. Acutt, J, A. Lidgett and Pretori-
ous. The new Administrater, Mr., Gordon Watson,
in his first speech in the Provincial Council on the
21st inst, regretted the delay in the Commission
getting to work, which was due to the fact that the
Executive wished to meet the Union Ministers to get

‘certain points in the Agreement elucidated.

- DURBAN BEACH CONTROL ORDINANCE. .
The Diirban Town Council is promoting an ordi-
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manoe in the Provineial Counecil which would confer
“additioual powers upon the Town Council of the
‘Borough of Durban in regard to the Beach and Fore-
ishore of the Indian Ocean.” The draft ordinance
‘does not give the objeots and reasons but the seotions
‘provide that the Town Council may “regulate, con-
‘trol and restriot the use of the foreshore by the pub-
ie™; “preseribe the places where, the times and periods
-when, and conditions generally upon which, persons
‘may or may not bathe on the foreshore™; and “provide
such separate places in respect of Europeans, Colour-
‘ed persons, Asiatics and Natives” and protect from
interference safety devioces and life-saving apparatus,
1t is understood that the object, at any rate one of the
objects, of this ordinance is that Durban may be
enabled to safeguard and enhance its altractiveness
for visitors. At present, though the Town Couneil
provides special bathing facilities with safety devi-
©es abt certain oconvenient places, some people
venture to bathe in other and unprotected places
with the result that occasionally some get drowned
and the news gets broadcasted, and Durban geis an
+unenviable reputation, which in its turn scares away
~visitors. Many of these come from the Transvaal
wherse racial prejudice is no less strong. The Durban
‘Town Council is, therefore, taking powers to control

‘bathing, save reockless bathers from the fatal conse- |

-quences of their folly and assure visitors: that their
racial prejudices are fully provided for. .
. The pride that the citizens of even a third rate
4{own have in their town in South Africa is remark.
-able. Towns are “boomed” and “boosted” and adver-
tised in South Africa even as Nestlé's Milk is or
Amrutanjan. Durbap, for instasnce, has a regular

. Publicity Office with the ' gole objeot of advertising
Durban, and the fscilities and amenities it offers to
visitors, industrialists and people of all kinds, During
4he Durban season, from June to August, people from
up-country, even from as far asthe Transvaal flock to
‘it in great numbers. It is something like the exodus
1o the hills in India but on & larger seale. Durban
beach is a perpetusl carnival.

: The Indian community have taken strong objec-
tion tothe draft ordinance on two grounds. The
first is statutory segregation.' They urge that they
have never exercised their right to use the swimming
‘baths and bathing enclosureg and that they never
gave any occasion fo justify statutory segregation.
‘The ordinance is, therefore, gratuitous, and will be
‘humilisting and insulting to the Indiane, The
second is that not only the bathing enclosures but
also the foreshore, including the beach drive, might
be forbidden to Indians. That would be an inconve-
‘nience for which no justification has been offered,
{ - JOHANNESEURG TRAM SEGREGATION,

. . In my lagtletter I mentioned that Indians were
«civilly discbeying the bye-law segregating Indians
on Jobannesburg trams. Though the passive resis-
ters give their names and addresses to the conductors,
the Municipal authorities. have so far not launched
prosecutions against the offenders. It is believed that
the Municipulity apprehends that the law courts
might veto the bye-law even as they did the Native
“Motor Drivers Ordinance. , '

- TRANSVAAL HAWEKERS AND PEDLERS
ORDINANCE, ‘

Trarsvaal is considering yet another ordinance
-against which the Indian Congress is vehemently
‘protesting. It seeks to prohibit hawkers and pedlers,
other than dealers in fresh vegetables and fruit, from
trading inplaces other than Munioipalities within one
mile of the premires of a general dealer. The justifica~
tion urged in ifs favour is that general dealers have to
pay & heavy license fee, rent suitable premises and
trade only during certain specified hours, wheress the

hawker or pedler esoapes these obligations, In none
Municipal areas, like the mofusil, there” is not
enough trade to bs shared between the general dealer
and the hawker, with the result that the general dealer
suffers from the competition of the hawker and ped-
Jer. Hence the need to demarcate the sphere of in-
fluence of the two classes of traders. The Indian
case is that though the ordinance iz of general
application, it happens that a large number of
hawkers and pedlers in the Transvaal sxe In-
dians, who would be hard hit by it.

DURBAN MAYOR & INDIAN EMPLOYERES.

Replying to & deputation representing the un-
employed of course, among the whites—nobody &ver
thinke of other races in such matters—the Mayor of
Durban is reported to have said that he objected to
the recommendation that some of the Indian and
Native employeas of the Corporation should be dis-
placed by whites and pointed out that the Town
Couneil had a duty to perform to the Natives and
Indians in their employ and the Council could not
ruthlessly dispense with their services. Moreover
the displacement would be too eostly for the Munici-
pality to bear. _
. SMUGGLING II_*IDIANS. .

It ia reported that a Portuguese oar from Delagon
Bay oontaining five Indians was discovered crossing
the Transvaal border. The Indians were arrested.
The Transvaal Indian Congress promptly denounced
the smuggling of prohibited immigrants and ealled
upon the scommunity to refrain from such practices..

SITE FOR TRAINING COLLEGE. -

This project has received a setback owing to the
action of the Town Counecil. It will be remembered
that Mr. Sastri requested the Town Counecil of Dur-
ban to lease out for the purposes of the Training Col-
lege and High School a' vacant site of nearly six
acres, situated next to the Indian Sports Ground and
in close proximity to three schools for Indians, which
would come in bandy as practising schools for
teachers. The gite eould not be putto any ether use,
All thesame, the Council decided to: grant only two
acres. Then the Education Department recommend-
ed that at least fouracres should be granted. for Mr.
Sastri’s scheme. This recommendation was subse-
quently strongly supported by the Durban, Borough
Engineer. - Whereupon the Council in committes re-
commended that something like three ‘acres should
be granfed. When the matter came up before the*
Council, the. recommendation was turned down in
favour of the original grant of two mores, It was
however an. accident. For in the Counecil of 18
members, there ara quite 10 or 11 members - who sup-~
port the grant of the larger area. But on that oriti-
cal oceasion it happemed that some. of them were
absent while all the opponents were there, and that
was how it was lost. Kven eo; it was lost by the
caeting vote of the Mayor when the division showed
that six voted on either side. = The Mayar had him-
gelf voted for Mr. Sastri in the first instance; but
when it resulted in a tie, he followed the eonstitu-
tional principle of the casting vote being east in
favour of the stalus quo. 1t is likely that Mr, Sastri
and the community will decide to accept the two
acres and start the buildings in the hope that on. a
future occasion, when the matter can again be brought
up before the Town Council, the grant will be. sup~
plemented. - ‘ ] '

DR. MALAN ON REPATRIATION.

Replying to Senator Sir Walter Stanford’s ques-
tion as to how the Indian ' Agreement was working
from the South African point of view, Dr:- Malan is
reported to have eaid that it was working extremely
well. There was & record number of repatriates
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.during the year 1927, as many &s 3,250 Indians. In
January last about 700 Indians left the country. It
ie gignificant that Dr, Malan made no reference to
the upliftment part of the Agreement and how it
worked, Ts that of no interest from the South Afri-
cen p. int of view ?

' INDIANS IN NORWOOD.

*An important judgment was delivered in the
Transvaal Supreme Court concerning the right of In-
disns residing in Norwood, The Court found that
Norwood was a private fownship owned by the Nor-
wood Land and Investment Company who sold
building sites in the estate to the public on condition
‘"that no eoloured persons other than servants will
be allowed to oceupy -lots.” Some Indians were,

. however, living and carrying on business in a lot on
the estate. Another company, the North-Eastern
Districts Association, also owned sites in Norweod
and an adjrcent fownship. They were opposed to
Indians and other coloured people living in Nor-
wood in ' sontravention of the conditions of title of
the sites. . And they filed & suit to oompel the Nor-
wood Company to comply with those conditions,
The Court granted the application.®* This wiil result
in the eviction of Indians from Norwood éven though
they have been in occupation for ten or fifteen yeoars.
The Indian community is naturally sgitated over it.
The difficulty is that the township is a private one and
one does not know how to prevent such bodies from
inserting anti-Assiatic clauses in their sale-deeds and
how to neutralise them when made..

N " OUR.U. P. LETTER.

{ From Our Own Correspondent.)
o .. ALLAHABAD, April-13.
) IMPENDING MINISTRIAL CRISIS.
ON the last day of  the last session of our Counecil
a statement was made, on behalf of the two Hindu
Ministers, defining their attitude w8 a vis the Simon
Commission, which hes been commended by several

newspapers in the country for its straightforwardness. .

Their aftitude may be summed up in the phrase
* information but' mo co-operation,” Rai Rsje-
shwear Bali, the Senior Minister, declared that while
the Ministers would not refuse any information de-
manded by the Government of India, he and his col-
league would abide by the decision of the Couneil
and would not co-operste with the Commission. The
Muslim Minister, who voted against the boycott mo-
-+ tion, refused to declare his policy even when ques-
tioned on the rubjeot and preferred to stick to his
seet. Ilearn from what eappesrs fo be a reliable

source that the Governcr will now demand the resig-:

nations of the two Hindu Ministers who have in-
-curred the wrath of the powers that be by their neutra-
lity on the resolution of boycolt of the Simon
Corimission, which wes passed by the Council by &
bare majority on February 25. Soon aiter the Coun-
cil’s vote His Excellency was summoned to Delhi
by the Viceroy and, it is presumed, must have receiv-
ed his instructions on the subject. He had been
waiting for so long, perhaps becaunse he did not
‘want to give the Council & chance to proncunce its
-verdict on hig choice of Ministers before he had got

-some work cut of them. 7he first and foremost tagk

“before the new Ministry will be the dispstches of the
Iceel Goverrment to the Government of India on
* the question of further constitutional reforms. So His
Excellency had “reasonable grounds” for not giving
the Ccuncil an oppottunity to embarress hissppointees
w_ho are likely to be only such persons es wculd
gign eny pspers rut before them, except of ccurse
‘their own death warrants, This business of sending
the djepatches will not te cver till August next and
it .is rvmcured in well-infczmed oircles that His

Exoellency does not intend to summon s Couneil”
session till that time, so that there might be a Parlia-
mentary recess of five months or more. A constitu-
tion which allows such wide powers to the Governor
is a mcckery of responsible government and does
not stand in need of any further condemnation. How-
ever, onoe these dispatches are sent up, the Governor
will not mind a bit if the whole Ministry topples
down. Itappears almost certain that one of the port-
folios will be entrusted to Raja Jagannath Baksh Sin.
gh who till a few days ago was 8 member and deputy
loader of the Nationalist party, which virtually is the
Opposition in the Council, but has since found some
gpecial reason to resign his membership and deputy
leadership of the party., He mlong with the party
voted in favour of the boycott of the Commission in-
Council and also spoke af public meetings declar-
ing for the Commission boycott, but he would now
apparently accept & Ministership when others have
had to resign on this very issue! The other Hindu:
Minister, if rumcurs are to be given any ecredence,.
would either be Raja Bahadur Kushalpal Singh or:
Raja:Kalicharan Misrs, both of whom have always.
been frank and open worshippers of the white gods,
the former more ardert and active than the latter.

. The Council has adjourned stne die, much to the-
relief of the ocoupants of the -official’ benches, speci--
ally the incompetent ones who would not have found
places there if the Government were really responsi-
ble to the people and if they were not able to mani--
pulate votes with the aid of the official bloe, ecom-
munal representatives and thoee of the so-called
special interests or even if the guiding spirit of the -
administration were not so illiberal. The last ses--
sion wasg held in the new Couneil House whioh has
oost the poor tazpayer no less than Rs, 30 lakhe and-

{ has. been financed from a.loan miscalled the United’

Provinces Development Loan. The new building is a
huge pile, providing enough aceommodation and con-
veniences for the Members, Secretariesand numerous-
other functionsries of Government as: if the tax-
payer existe only to toil for providing the comforts of
the high and mighty, His eduocation is held up,
ganitation is not improved, medical relief cannot be-
edequately provided, rural development must wait,.
agrioultural and indusirial reorganization is not pro-
gressing and communications have to starve--all for
want of funds, but the Government must indulge in
such luxuries! Truly has a western philosopher re-
marked that to give precedence to luxuries over neces-
sities is a sign of barbariem. The architectural

.beauty cf the stiucture is. unquestionable, but the
‘acoustics of the Couneil Chamber are abominable, If

& member speaks loudly, echoes from the high dcme-
create a medley of sounds; if he lowers his voice to-
such an extent as not to create an echo he cannot be
heerd even by those sitting near him. A less preten--
tious building at a ‘much smaller cost would have -
served the purpose better, All the camp offices of-
Government and offices of the departmentsl heads,.
Seoretaries, Depufy Secretaries, Ministers and execu-
tive councillors and the rooms provided for the con-
venience of Council members and the press, have-
barely filled the upper floor, and the whole of the-
lower story lies unfurnished and untenanted, proba-
bly to be used 88 an argument for the transfer of yet:
another big cffice from Allahebad (the dejure capital)
to Lucknow (the de facto capital). The ciux of the-
gifuation is that besides other resctionary el¢ments-
that are ccmmon to all Ccuncils under the present:
constitvtion cur Council—because thisis a landlord-
ridden province-—conpists predominantly of landed
megnates who eesily succumb to the blandisbments..
of cffeials. Therefcre cur Government can sffcrd o~
go its own way wilhout cering for the opinion of the
intelligentsia. : '



l

|
I
t
t
!
b

¥

‘e
SAPRIL 19, 1928, ]

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.

237

REVIEW

CHINESE CONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT.

-MODERN DEMOCRACY IN CHINA. By MING-

CHIEN JOSHUA BAU. (The Commercial Press,
Ltd, Shanghai, ) 1927, 814 x 514, pp. 467. $2.00.

"To Iudian politicians engaged at present in drafting

a Swaraj Constitution, this essay at reconstruction of

“the Chinese Constifution ought to prove of engrossing

interest and of no emall practical help. If only they
will take up the book, there is no fear of their laying
it aside without imbibing much-needed instruction on

‘thorny problems like the Federal vs. Unitary Gov-

* ernment, the Cabinet vs, Presidential system, a uni-

-cameral v3, bi-cameral Parliament, and so forth, which

are vexing us s0 much at the present moment; but

_ -the dangar is that the average politician will turn up

his contemptuous nose at any bhook dealing with and

-coming from China, which, being in the grip of war

and civil strife, serves rather as & warning ' than an

-example 5 ecountries like India desirous of treading

the constifutional path. The truth however is that
such a large mass of useful literature is issuing from

‘China to-day in spite of its disturbed conditions that,
-compared to it, India, though enjoying & stability

unknown to Chins, may be said to be suffering from
-8 severe literary famine. The pages of the present

. .Journal itself are a witness to the stirrings of new life

and constructive thought, alike in politics, economies,

“philosophy and edueation. Indians may well take a

leaf out of the Chinese book "and apply their minds
-seriously to the problems before them, offering solu-

‘tions of their own, such as Dr. Bau does in the

present work ; but {he least they can do is to pay un-
prejudiced and assiducus attention to publications
that are being poured out in & continuous stream from
China. Bau's“Modern Dsmocracy” is not the least
.serviceable of such publications, '

In the first part of tha book, which covers just

- -one-third of the whole, recent Chinese history is set

-out with tha author’s critical interpretation, which
itself is good value for the price of the book ; but

-oatside China, and particularly in Indis®at this

moment, the reader will bs tempted to gkip this por-

" -tion and pass on to the next where the problema

described in the earlier portion are further analysed
and answers attempted to each one of them, He who
-does 8o will necessarily miss the historical
ground and be unable correctly to appreciate the
-solutions proposed, for the solutions are in every cage
closely related to the existing conditions in China,
Yet the discussions of the rival systems, which are
well-documented and quite ample, will not fail to
give to & fairly receptive mind s number of. useful
hints. The suthor has worked the results of his
researches into a draft -Constitution, but we would
-ourselves value the book more for the discussiong
than for the conorete ideas adopted by him ‘in
-constructing a syste n of constitutionsl ‘government
for China., : ' o

Dr. Bau hag a decided preference for the presi-
-dential over the cabinet systern and for ‘the unitary

back. .

SECTION. .

over the federal system, and the main reason for it is

- that Chinas is in need of a strong central government, -

The Cabinet system more quickly responds to changes -
in publio opinion, and the Presidential System  is, as .
Bryce has well put it, built more for safety than for
speed ; and safety being the first requisite :of China,-
Dr. Bau plumps for the latter in preferénce to the.
former. The defect inherent in the presidential mys-
tem, viz, ils inability to bring about a speedy adjust-
menk of conflict batweer the executive and the legis«
lature he would partially remedy by investing the
President with the power of .dissolution, which the
President of tie United States does not possess.
Another reason for discarding the Cabinet system in-
favour of the Presidential system, is that the former
“requires special and almost ideal conditions ( a two-
party system, &ec, ) for best results”, while the latter
“can operate under normal conditions without special
requirements.” Though for the' Presidential system
a two-party Parliamentis not necessarily required,
the suthor deems it neocsssary to give the warning
that “both systems need the extra-legal institution of
political partiez ( in a highly evolved condition) fo
give it (the executive ) dynamic force and har-
mony."”

Equally strongly and for the same reason does
cur suthor favour the unitary 'system concentrating
all the powers in the central government with oniy
delegated powers for the provinces. The federal sys-
tem is supposed to be more conducive to the growth
of local sutonomy, but Dr. Bau maintains on the oon
trary that the unitary system may in fact he more
favourable to local self-government inasmuch as the
Cantral government can at its will delegate & large
degree of power to provinces and localities, whereas
under the federal system the piwers ‘enumerated to
the provincial or looal governments being fixed, there
is no possibility of such powersbeing extended. Thus
it happens that New Zealand under the unitary system
enjoys wider local autonomy thsd Canada under
the federal system. All that has-to be done
under unitary constibutions in order to guarantee
local autonomy is to provide a liberal delegation
of powers in the constifution. Dr..Bau however pro-
poses that in China, where "centralisation is very
much to be desired, the provinecial Legislature should
occupy a definitely subordinate position, the legisla-
tion passed by it being subject to.the approval.
of the President and repeal by the national Legisla-
ture. Under the federal system a bicameral Legisla-
ture is usually found necessary, while under the

" Cabinet system & unicameral legislature, or at any

rate a legislature with one house subordinated to
another, is essential. China, however, which, accord-:
ing to Dr. Bau, is suited for the unitary system on
the one hand and the presidential system on the
other, should have, he proposes, & bicameral legisla-
ture, but he does not think that the twe houses should
havé co-ordinate and co-equal powers.” He is on the‘
wholé in favour of having a secotid ' Chambar on the’
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same footing as the British House of Lords after the
Act of 1911, avowedly auxiliary to the first Chamber.

It ismost interesting fo study Dr. Bau's pro-
posals in regard to the franchise, He condemns pro-
perty qualification as essentially undemocratic and
advooates the impogition of a very low educationsl
qualification, viz. elementary education or the ability
to zead a Chinese newspaper or the text of the Con-
stitution of China. But only a part of the members
ghould, he proposes, be elected by the general ele-
ctorats and the others indirectly through electoral
colleges composed of village elders and heads of in-
stitutions. 'The Chinese President also, he suggests,
should be elected, not by the Legislature as in France
or by the people as in the United Btates, but by an
electoral college. He is-of course not removable from
office on a no-confidence motion, and- has therefore
to be given the power of Buspensivg vato over acts
of the Legisiature, and slso the power, in case of
disagreement with the legislature in regard to bud-
get proposals, of carrying on the government on
last year's budget, as in Japan. He is, -unlike the
United States Constitution, to be given the power
of dissolution so as fo secure for him the leader.
ship of the government.

Wa would again repeat that this work is for us
in India ‘more useful for the examination of the rival
systems of constitutional government that it con.
tains than for itz own recipé, though in regsrd to the
latter the book shows much deep thought behind
every proposal it makes. The lasuguage of the book
is very clear and flowing but betrays a certain
smount of unfamiliarity in the writer, Cf. * glibby "
(p. 160 ) ; “ dissatisfactory ” ( p. 211 ); “impractical”
[p. 212 ) ; * rights should not be deprived” {p. 340 );
“this step is incosiderate of the capacity of the
Chinese for self-government”; “the executive : his.
election and powers"; and so on. There are alsoa
number of misprints, but the book, in spite of this,
[ike all the other publications of the Commerscial
Press, is nicely got up. We would strongly com-
mend it to the attention of our statesmen who have
an aptitude for constructive thought.

V.

THE RUSSIAN EXPERIMENT.

THE MIND AND FACE OF BOLSHEVISM.
By RENE FULOP-MILLER. (G. P. Putnam’s
Sons, Litd., Liondon,) 1927. 103{x 634. pp. 308,

218, ' :

IT is & big book. The edition is excellont: good

paper, good print and most valuable illustrations.

I would like to draw the attention of the reader par-

thularly to those illustrations:for the unprejudiced

mind they tell a tale more impressive and in some -
cases also more correct than the written chapters.

Tpelr great importance is recognised by the author

himself, when he saye in his introduction : “Much

of what is fixed on the plates is unique and can never
happen again. In all its extraordinariness it is al-
x_-ﬁa(g a.tpart 9f aligtogy.k In ﬂ]l)is sense many of the
1[uatrations tnthis book can be regarded as pric
historical documents, * 8 s pricoloss

' The aim of the book s “to save Bolshovism

from & narrow, utilitarian political criticism, and to

ghow it in its true light as a momentons probiem of
civilization as a whole.” And indeed, Mr, Fiilop-
Miller has dona much®to show Boishevism in its
true light.” He commandsa great power of observa~
tion anddeseription. Soma of his chapters make the
impression of a8 kind of mental photography, But-
just because of this photographiocal truthfulness it
is questionable if he has *"saved " Bolshevism from
anything The pioture he draws is horrible enough..
I do not think that any “ narrow utilitarian politi-
eal oriticism " could give a less favourable impres.
gion about the Bolshevistic rule than does Fulop--
Miller. It may be that for the reader who does not
know the country, the picture is marred through the
highly prejudiced deseriptions of pre-war Ruasia.
This astounding misrepresentation of Russia as it-
was, & wrong perspective and the identification of the
Russian people with the Bolsheviks are the negative
gides of the book,

~ The reader mustalways keep in mind that the
Bolsheviks are but & party, forming about 1147, of
the population of Russia. If we allow 107, for their
passive supporters, we have the rest of about 887,
who hate the Bolsheviks thcroughly, in fact much
more than they ever hated the old régime, which was
bad enough. Any foreigner, who vigits Russin now-
a-days, though he may be able fo speak Russian,
does neither see nor hear anything of these 887, for
the simple reason, that they take the greatest care
not to be seen or heard by any unknown person. To
speak with an outsider has so frequently proved dis.
astrous, that everybody who values his life bewares.
of doing it. Therefore it is also true about Fiilop-
Milier ;: he has sesn much, butbhere is still more, that
he has not seen. To take an example, he has most
splendid descriptions of mass-festivals. But it is just
“the mass,” by which observers are so frequently
misled. At all great revolutionary festivals “the
erowd " 1isthere right enough. No doubt, they shout
with joy, with hatred, with enthusiasm just as it is
expected from them, And yet—even here we have &
" yet ." -

There is & great lack of work in Bolshevistic
Russia. In Moscow alone there were in the autumn
of 1927 over 196,000 qualified en:mployed workers,
not to speak about the large masses of those who
have no special qualifieation. It is incredibly hard
to get a job and not less hard to keep it. There
are periodical “ changes ” or * retrenchments,” when
a part of the workers are replaced.by others, or
simply sent off. This “replacing” of one set of
workers by another set is a wise policy of the au-
thorities, as the reader ean see for himgelf from
gome extraots of a letter from Moscow, written dur. -
ing the big festivities in honour of the first decade
of Bolshevistic rule, in Qctober 1927, which I can-
not help quoting ; it is a letter written by a man
who was one of the prominent revoiutionaries dur-.
ing the time of the last Czar.

Yes, the festivities in honour of the October revolu-
tion are very imposing indeed, at least in the streets. To-
that will testify, acocording to trusth, all the foreigners
present in Moscow., Walking about in processions gives
-us one mote chanoe to get the benefits of a government job-
in an office or in 8 factory. The nert day *“ economy "
will be practised on aco :unt of those, who were absent.
And we walk about in the streets and squares of Moscow
quite “freewilly " and “gladly.”™ In order to have the
right to work we mess the dirt of the roads under the
shadow of red banners and hatsful catchwords. In order:
not $o be left without bread we keep desperately to our
jobs aud try hard not to cede cur place to those unem-
ploye i labourers, who expect to get it after the next * re--
trenobment.” Amongst %1e columns of the factory workers
nine-tenths take part in the manifestations just as we-
do—ont of dread before the next ‘change.’

These fow lines give some idea about “the mass:
who roars with one voice,” . at every big street-per--
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formanoe. Beoause of this lack of understanding,

~ #his too matter-of-fact conoception of all things seen
and huard, many excellent descriptions which we
find in the book, lose a part of their value,

Another thing to be mentioned is the wrong per-

- gpeotive. Out of 15 chapters 5 are devoled to art.

One gets the impression that architecture, poetry,

mugie, theatre have & most important part in every-

- day life of Bolshevistic Russia. In fact, these things

do not matter at all, except for a small group of

Bolshevistic intelligentsia in big towns, such as
. Moscow, Petrograd, Charkow,

Several pages of the book are painful to read.
They show an sbsclute inability to discriminate
betwoon positive and negative phenomensa of the spi-
ritual life of the Russian people. Ugly supersti-

- tions, entirely harmless divination games and deep
religious experiences are all treated in the same
way and thrown in one heap. In the chapter about
sectarianism all seols are mentioned in one breath,
" There are scarcely any hints about their respective
significance in Russian life. Many of them have
not more than a few adherents, . g. the Jehovigts,
Fire-Baptists, etc. Others, like the Khlysty “ with
predominantly sexual and erotic tendencies, ” which
also were never widely-gpread, had lost svery in-
" fluence long before the revolution took place, It
is strange that big groups, such as the followar.
-of Tolstoy, are not mentioned at all. It is much
"too easy a thing to pick out abnormalities, which
naturally will be found in a nation as big as the
- Russisn, and to point to Bolshevism as the natural
-development of such sbnormalifies. Russians be-
fore the war were neither as corrupt nor as mad,
.as Mr. Filop-Miller describes them. It is algo
amazing to hear, that a.whole third () of the people
wers sectarians. I do not know, from whence the
aufhor has got this information; but what I do
know is that one could live in’different parts of Rus-
: Bis for years fogether, without ever so much as meet-
ing a sectarian. Particularly people like the Khiys-
1ty and Skoptsy, which, according to Fiilop-Miller,
“*“ soon spread over the whole of Russia ” one could
se0 only if one wanted to-make a gpecial gtudy of
“them and went In search of them.

Out of proportion is algo the popularity of Lenin,
~as described by the suthor. He was no doubt a pro-
minent figure, but the Russian people (I do not speak
-about the Bolshevistie intelligentsia) never spoke
-about * Lenin * but always about “ Lenin and Trot-
-sky” linking them both together and by no means
magnifying the importance of Lenin. It was also not
Lenin who made the revolution in Russis. That
- was made earlier without him ; it had to come infalli-
bly, as the natural result of & rotten system of gov-
-ernment. Lenin merely stepped in, when the place
of government was left practically empty. But once

-having assumed power, he proved indeed able to-

keep if. By what meane, that is another question.
At any rate there iz no doubt, that under his rule
many more people have lost their lives than under
-the rule of all the Czars taken together.

: Particularly misteading is the chapter “The
. Kai:c_)rga.-—then and now.” The kind of Katorgs (penal
.servitude) described befora the period of the Bolsheviks
ceased to exist after the death of Nikolaus I, that is,
-about 80 years ago. Later on the political prisoners
‘had a better position than the criminal ones, while
in Bolshevistic Russia the favoured part are the ori-
minals. Fiil6p-Miller also does not choose to notice
“the enormous difference between stern laws and
~terror. Under the Bolsheviks, you may be sbsolute-
dy inactive in politics, but that does by no means
. guarantee the safety of your neck. Under the Czars
~death sentence was given only for political raurder, and

229
the;;: _a.é“:#l.way somse sort of aiﬁ, icial t ial. Dn-
der thzv Bolsheviks, howeyer, thereiis%egfh?éenﬁence

for anything imaginable. Just being labelled as -a
* gontra-revolutionary ” is quite sufficient to be put
to death. (One of the many thousands of exampleg is
the murder of the prince Dolgoruky and 19 others with
him in June 1927.) There is either no trial at all, or a
moock trial, or a stage-trial, the latter being used
mostly in big cities frequented by forgigners, Chere
is slso the horrible thing of the so-called * krugo-
vays poruks, " L e. if the man who has to be killed
cannot be found, his wife is taken, and ,if she and her
children have disappeared, her mather or .&b‘r.q';hfﬁ_ or
any other relatives are osught and shot. Ngthing
like shat was ever haard of in pre-war Rugsis.

In the chapter headed “ Illiteracy and the New
Educatior ” one is taken aback by such statements
aw:".,.in 1897 out of every 1000 male Russians..
318 persons could read and write ; by 1918 this figure
had risen to 394...The improvement in elementary
education was thus not particularly grest, but it
must be remembered that the Soviet Government had
only been in power for a year or two, when the ge-
cond census wus taken.” Woell, when the second
census was taken, the Soviet Government had not
been in power at all as everybody knows. The Bol-
sheviks established their rule only in Oatober 1917, in
a very small part of Russia, p);?ct.'ically only between
Petrograd and Moscow. It was only after1920-21 that
they became the rulers’ of a greater part qf Russia.
Therefore, to say the least, it is strange that such a
serious author as Falop-Miller considers the improve-
ment upon the position in 1918 to be s merit of the
Bolsheviks, It is an excellsnt policy, when. writing
a book, to be impartial to the present-day rulers of
Russia, but it would be only fair t¢ show the same
impartiality alsc to the former rulers. This double
impartiality is sadly lacking in Fiilop-Miller’s work

Notwithstanding the above-mentioned draw-
backs, the book is undoubtedly worth -reading. The
first chapter “The Qollective :Man” is a most forceful
and able description of one of the fundamentals of
Bolshevistik faith, As the author justly cbserves,
Bolshevism is * a new religion ".. “ The Callective
Man” is “the impersonal mass into which the whole
of the still differentiated society of individual person-
alities is to be transformed.” Accor‘ding to the
historians and sociologists of Bolshevism “the dis-
solution of all individuals in the mass-man must be
the ultimate and highest goal of all endeavour.” The
materialist visionaries “see their goal inthe very
reverse of soil development; in the mortifieation of
the inner man, in the raising of external common
action to a higher power, and in a purely mechani-
cal coherence of the many for joint activity.™ ‘

In the chapter on “The Philosophy of Bolshevism,'*
the author expounds the desire of the new rulers to
“bolshevize sciencs,” “for, according to them, science
must be controlled by poliiics. Everybody who
wishes to devote himself to scientific research, must
have a materialistic training, o protect him from

‘the danger of being led astray towards “physical or

physiological idealism”, Reason is only “an insigni-
ficant part of nature.” All idealism “is as falge
and dangerous as religion,” Therefore its expound-
ers musgt be made harmless. This ideological point
of view of the Bolsheviks was formulated clearly
only aftar they came to power. As a result of such
ideas many University professors of European re-
putation “were faced with the alternative of" either
leaving Russia immediately ... or becoming converted
to the new notions of materialigtic - philosophy.” To
the credit of the professors it may ‘be said that, with
very few exceptions, they preferred the hardships and

distress of exile to the violation of their conscience,
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But not only the men of science but artists as
well had to conform to politics. Lenin’s watchword
““art must serve propsganda™ has placed art, like
seience, in 8 servile position. “Everything acei-
dental and incalculable was to be rooted out and re-
placed by & national organisation of the material.”
Itis interesting to read Fialdp Miiler's description
of the “Monument of the Machine.” Itis a pity
that be considers -“love of the “machine” to be a
~ Rugsian feature. Russiang, as & people, have never
had the slightest veneration for * machines.” Just
_ beoause it was' against the current ideals, the Bol-
' sheviks became “dreamers of technique.” Revolution,
not evolution, is their ideal, and also the main fea
ture of their meutality., In unother place the suthor
saya himself: * The ‘dictat rship of the proletariat
does not represent.the productive organisstion of new
sociefy, but merely a part of the struggle to arrive
at this. .. Therefore the age of Bolsheviem is not a
self-contained historical period.” . :
Correct in all esgentials is the chapter about the
propagandist theatre, though Mayerhold and Vakh-
tangov are by vo means produets of Bolshevism—
_ they were well:known slready befdre the war.

Poetry does not eseape the common fabe : it has
to be “mechanized” lika everything else.  “Hownver
much opinions {in Bolshevistie eireles) may differ
on whether poetry is better written by technical,
physiological or chemical methods, there is complete
certainty that poetry. has nothing whatever to do
with intuitiop, endowment or talent, for these are
bourgeois and eounter-revolutionary prejudices.” That
18 a splendid sample of Bolshevistic reazoning about
poetry! If we add to that the words of the commu-
nist Vorovsky about the immoderate zeal of “the
censorship, which in its judgments allows itself to
be strongly led by narro~ views of party politics”,

- then we can imagine something about the condition,
in which poets and writers have to work. No won-
der, that nine-tenths of them have sought refuge in

- other countries, and that the readers in Russia re-
fuse to read the works of the mechanized re-
volutionary facts.

Further, we read sabout Bolshevik musie.
 Thera ars quoted some very cheracteristic words of
Lenin; wnile listening to the “Appasionatesa,” he
~ said: " I cannot listen to music often, it affects my
nerves, . I want to say amiable stupidities and stroke
the heads: of people who ¢an create such besuty in &
filthy hell, But to-day is not the time %o stroke
people’s heads. To-day hands descend to split skulls
opan, split them open ruthlessiy Although opposition
~ to sll violence is our ultimate ideal--it is a hellishly
hard task.” — :

The description of “the Rebirth of Russian Mysti-
cism” is quite acceptable, But the author does not make
‘it clenr that “Orthodoxy” is ip fact identical with the
Church of Tikhon and has absolutely  nothing to do
with the “Living Church” or any other such like
Bolshevistic efforts. Besides, all theoretical theo-
Tlogieal doctrines, may they be represented by the
Imiaglavei, or Imaiboroi, have-in reality no influence
on the people, The revival of the Russian Church
will certainly not come through them, but through
the blood of the well-nigh numberless martyrs, who
have lost their lives, for the sake of their faith, dur-
ing the last ten years. © - - :

, Filép-Miller writes: “In Russia a world is aris-
ing without personal joy in life, with pictures with-
.out colour, music without harmony, with an outlook
on life lacking the inner support. of the spirif, s
" mechanized world which in future will contain
. nothing but soulless machines,” That is & gloomy
picture. But as in the Church, so also in political
and social life’ of & nation, purification comes

- throwing it back.”

through trials, sufferings Bnd sacrifioes, and only

‘after purification ean come freadom. Ruasia has.

suffered and still suffers much. If only she will en--
dure, there is some hope, that 8 day of now life and
true freedom will dawn for her in the near future.

A. IRBE,

THE CHURCH AND WEALTH.

RELIGION AND THE RISE OF CAPITALISM..

. By R. .H. TAWNEY. (John Murray, London.)
1927. 834 x514, pp. 339. 10s 6d. -

As Bishop Gore saye in the prefutory note, * we-
have watched the modern battle betwesn gzealous-
medisevalists impugning the Reformation as deeply.
responsible for the sins of modern industrialism, and
no less zealous Protestants rebutting the charge or
Hence the interest of such books

as Mr Tawney's, It is not the first on the market ;.

. it is even heavily indebted to Max Weber, Troeltsch,..

Sombart and others, but it is the most interesting we
have everread on the pubject. Nor does the style
entirely msceount for the pleasant character of the-
reading : wo wera glad to nofe the. energatio flow of

.the sentence which brought back tu our mamory the

crisp manner of the professor and .the picturesque
pharases which bring on in smooth succession film-
like tableux of the variegated details of an epoch..
But what we sppreciated most is the synthetic talent
which can summarize them in a few lines and throw
into bold relief the leading ides or practice of a cen-
tury eo that there be no uncomfortable need of dis-
entangling them from this vast store of historical
erudition which might otherwise prove hopelessly
dszing. .

Woe shall not quarrel with the author on one or-
other detail of his study of the mediaeval background.
His main object is indeed to gauge the doctrine of

- thé Reformers’ creed and the practice of the Reform-

ation, There is notbing in the Reformerss' creed
that can be made responsible for the eviis of modern
industrialism ; they continued’ on socisl ethics the:
traditional teaching, and Calvin was the boldest when
he stood out for & modersteinterest on loans. But on.
the other hand, is not the Reformation responsible for-
having developed that very individualism which was
to break through sil the restraintsot social ethics and

" very soon to find even a justifieation for the selfish

capitalist ? Did not the tenetof private judgment as

sole interpreter in faith matters pave the way fo

private interest as sole rule of commercial morality ?

Wae not the revolt against Church suthority bound

to make easy the revolt against any other restraint ?
The Reformers of course never had any clear fore—
sight of what was to happen, nor did Ehey resiise the

bearing of the deep Furrowing economioc activity of
the times and it would be unfair to charge them

with evils they did not foreses. But wea regret the

author has not stressed to our satigfaction this in--
direct influence of a philosophical and e«

ligious principle in the humbler realm of economic-
activity. '

We must however keep well in mind that the-
capitalistic evoluti n is not a monopoly of Protes-
tant countries, and that the movement may be traced
to the pre-Reformation reriod. But in Protestant:
countries, in a more particular way in England,.
which the author sutdies with more details, the pace
was hurried on partly beoause of success in commer-
eial enterprise, partly because of new Church condi--
tions., “The sociat teaching of the Church of England
had ceased to count becau<e the Church had ceased
to think.” “From the beginning of the last quarter-
of the sixteenth century ecclesiastical authorities.
who attempted to enforoe traditional morality had to-



Ji
- CAPHIL 19, 1928.)

THE SERVANT OF INDIA.
S S A USR]

981

«ackon with a temper which denied their right to

éxervise any jurisdiotion at all, above &ll, any jurisdic-
~tion interfering with economic matters.” And there
-should be no surprise expressed that the Church of

England should not have bsen more effestive in

- giving inspiration and guidance during the “Indus-
trial Revolution”; “it did not give it because it did

;-not possess it ,"

| .In short,

*“The quality in modern societies which is most sharply
opposed tv the teashing asoribed to the Founder of the
Christian Faith, lies desper than the excepticoal failures
aud abnorma! fullies against which oriticism i3 most com-
monly diceoted. [t consistsin the assumptior, accepted
by most reformers with hardly less naivete than by the
defenders of the astablished order, the astainment of
.matarial riohes i3 the supremse objact of human endeavour
~and ths final oriterion of human sucosss. ., . Compromise
is as impossible bstween the Church of Christ and the

idolatry of waailth, which is the practical religion of -

fﬁ;,: oapitalist societies, as it was bstwesn the Church and
; the State idolatry of the Roman Empire.” .
|¢ Capitalistic evolution is a phenomenon which develop-
- ed outgide the Church and against the teaching of
-~ the Church ; it grew more rapidiy and assumed a
' more acute character in the nations as they became
;- saturated with religious indifferentism. The R:form-
 ers praached no capitalistic doctrines: but they
> turned the Chiistian Church which iz a social
- organism into an individusliastic concern ; the over-
- emphasised individuaiism naturally drifted info self-
- ishness, which isthe bane of eapitalism, Moreover
“the Raformed Churches lost their hold on the ever
-changing mantality of business-evolving society
-and they at times grew intellectually atrophied in
-keaping aloof from altering circumstances.
This is, we believe, a fair summary of the
-admirably constructed theory of Mr. Tawney in Lis
-most illauminatng book. '

A, LALLEMAND,

JOHN MARSHALL'S NOTES.

<JOHN MARSHALL IN INDIA-NOTES &

OBSERVATIONS IN BENGAL. Ed. by SHAFAAT

~ AEMep Kuaw, (Oxford University Press,
London, ) 1927.9 %534 pp. 47i. 21s.

"THE editor is an acknowledged authority on fhe

- “history of British beginnings in India, having al-
. <ready enriched the study of the period by a valuable
- bibliography of the sources and materials available
*in the various archives of Europe. John Marshall was
a humble servant of the East India Company who
»cama out fo India in the yoar 1668 and later served
“in the factories of the Company at Balasore, Hugli,

- Kagsimbazar, and Pafna till the year of his death in
1677. He had opportunities of travelling from place
to pirce, and oame into oontact with all sorfs and

. eonditions of indians, and obsarved several aspacts of
life in India. The special interest that attaches to
him ig that, unlike many other foreign merchants in

" India who confined their attention to the immediate
tasks and duties of their company or of their own,

. John Marshall was attracted by the culture of the
mysterious BEast, so much so that an Angio-Indian
“historian characbarisad him as eradulous and super-
#titions, It is true that Marsghall tried to undes-
- stand what tha Hindus knew of charms, incantations,
spells, witcheraft, good and bad omens, astrolozy,
&0, but he was prompted more by euriosity than by

- belief in all thess, On the whole he was a keen
. observer who was eager only for knowledge of the

‘ most important aspects of lifs, - He gatherdd inform-

-ation about Hindn religion and philosopby by hold-
.~ ing conversations with a learned Brahmin - while he
- was gtaying at Kasimbazar. Later on, he attempt-
: ~ed to write s translation’ of the Bhigavata gux;ané.

.
ol "

out of & Persian worl that he spscislly got for .hisg
purpose. - He wanted to .master Sanskrit so-that he -
might dive into the Hindu soriptures: themselves, but. -
the progress ha made. therein was not appreciable. .
While staying at Patna he turned his'attention to
Muslim laws and customs and collected much valu.
able information. Thus Marshall's placs in Indian
history is that of a pioneer Oriental gcholar, It is
noteworthy that before his death he managed
to get together a library of printed -books in Arabie
and Persian; and- it was a.pity that his useful .

- labours ‘were all -too soon cut off by an epidemic

which ca:ried him away slongwith several other

-Englishmen who were then at Balascre,

The book ander review ia an edition of the notes.
and observations of Marshall contained in two Mss.
preserved in the Library of tha British. Mugeum, but
the material has been thoroughly overhauled by the

- editor. The joltinge made by Marshall eoverins the

first four years of his life in Indis: ( 1668~1672) are
found inthe Mss. in & haphazard manner with no -
sort of order either of subjeot matter or of any other.
Besides the origing] notes are such that. in many-

. cases special annotations are necessary for the

modern reader. The publication of the. original Mse.

-as they were would have served no useful purpose

and Dr. Khan has done wisely in resrranging the
material according to subject-matier, dividing the

- book into thirteen chapters. The seventeenth century

character of the writing is howewver preservaed by the
ratention of the old mnde of spelling and construction,
the modern equivalents being given side by side for
cloar understanding. An introduction of 36 pages
gives an eminently readable and satisfactory aceount
of the traveller and his writings, The first four chap-
ters consist of an interesting diary of Marshsll's
voyage to India, and of his journeys in Bengal by
land and river. The remaining ohapters consist of
geographioal notes, an aceount of the famine at Patna,
Hindu religion and philosophy, astrological and .
mathematical notes, folklore, medicine, Muslim laws
and oustoms, productions, merchandise, &oc. All the
chapters are accompanied by elaborate arnd learned
annotations at the end, rome of them contributions of
spocialists in the field. The longest chapter is chapter -
ix consisting of astrological, astronomical, meteoro-
logical, mathematical and ohronological facts, which
clearly reveal fhat Marshall was an infelligent and
mathematically equipped observer. o

As regards the wvalue of the book for general
political history, it may be acknowledged that we
have many incidental references o the intarnal con-
dition of Bengal, facilities for travel at that time, the
suthority of the Moghul potentates, prevailing pricss
of commodities, numismatical notes, a description of
the famine of Patna in the year 1671, besides many
notzs of sociological and geographieal interest.
Though many details may at first sight, and taken
individuslly, appear to be inconsiderable, cumunlati- -
vely they may amountto a valuable addition to histori-
eal knowledga, and we therefore endorse ‘the editor's .
view that “the book will revolutionise our conception
of 17th century India.” ' -

. R.RAMAIVAR.

PRESENT DAY CHINA.

CHINA TO-DAY. (Student Christian.- Movement, -
. London). 1925, 7x434. pp. 151 %s.6d. -
IT was in November 1922 that the Student Christian-
Movement brought out“China through Chindss Eyées,”
which deslt with ths intellectiial. religious 'and’ eco:
nomid foroces, moving Chinesd'life and thought. " The g
presant voluma is & sequel to it.and treats -some fresh

v aspocta-of the- situation, bringing the: the ‘%’aory‘ UpLo
LS| A B .

Gilis St e bzed s G bediies Min
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" Germatiy. The; period was not c‘mi.te' uneventful -

date. It is an sttempt to get, from & detsched point of
view, at the powerful forces or influences behind the
present political, industrial, intellectual, and religious
movements in China. The publication of the book
at a time when the affairs in China have aroused consi-
derable publio inéerest, has supplied a real want.
The book contains ten essays, all written by emi-
nent persons, The subjects dealt with inoclude: The
Present Politioal Outlook in Ching, Industrial Situ-
ation and Labour Mdvement, Intellectual Movements,
Religious Thought and Life, The New Culture Move.
ment, Synthesis of Cultures of East and West, Edu-
cational Condition& and Student Life, ete. In the
first chapter Mr. David Yui has discuesed the present
political gitustion in a forceful manner. He hag
denounced the Militarism in Chins. In his opinion
the few mijlitarists who are attempting to unify
China by force are wrong in their convietion and
are guided by selfish motives. The politicians in
China have therefore condemned them.
belief that the Chinese people are divided among them-
selves does not seem {0 be correct. They are essenti-
ally s homogeneous people and their spirit of unity
is steadily growing in'strength. The politioal tend-
ency in China is clearly to decentralise authority by
giving back to the provinces the rights and responsi-
bilities which are their due. The faith of the whole
country lies in provincial autonomy and a federal
government. )

The second chapter deals with the development
of big industries, of which the following are the
principal - types: cotton spinning and weaving,
millg, silk filatures, cigarette factories, floor mills,
tanneries, éte. The factories have sprung up mostly
in cities which are either treaty ports or are providad
with modern communications, Certain vices of the
modern industrial system have also crept into China.
There is no effective industrial legisiation in the
" country and no provision for the safety of the
workera while at work, Compensation in case of
acoidents is not enforced, housing arrangements for
labour are inadequate, overcrowded and insanitary

slums have begun to look for bettsrment of their -

conditions and have started labour unions. The
labour movement has certain drawbacks and defects,
which are mostly due to lack of wise leadership.
and harmony and prevailing illiteracy.

The intellectual movements in China received
an impetus by the adoption of Western science and
democracy. The literary revolution, which signifies
the adoption of & new and more effective medium for
the expression of new ideas than the outworn style
know as wen-li, was.of great help to the Chinese re-
naissanca. Side by side with the intellectual move-
ments has proceeded the growth of religious thought

;and life. - Christianity is thought to be the running
dog of foreign capitalism and imperialsim. Hence an
snti-Chrigtianity movement has been gtarted.

The wuthors have tried to be fair-minded in
their conclusions and suggestions. A perusal of the
book is sure to promote sympathatio understanding
betwoen the leaders of China and the foreign powers.

‘ R. SANDILYA.

SHORT NOTICES.

| ESCAPE. BY J. L. HARDY. {John Lane the Bod-
ley Head, Ltd. London.) 1927. 734 x 514, pp. 260,
78. 6d. ' '

FOR nearly 314 years—December 1914 to Maréh
1918—Captain - Hardy was a prisoner-of-war in

The general

having been c¢haracterisad by many unsucoesaful

attempts on his part to esoape to England. These were-
dictated not by any desireto lead & quiet humdrum

life at home while the future of oivilisation hung in

the balanoe, but by a ratriotic impulse to place his

gervices, whatever they were worth, at the disposal

of his motherland in her hour of need. According

to Bir Arthur Conan Doyle who has written a brief

introduction to the book, ‘“Hardy got back to his job,

was twice wounded, got his promotion, his D.S.0.

and his Military Cross with bar. 'The second wound
involved the loss of his leg and he is now on ths -
ratired list, but a man with such inventive power and

desperate energy will surely make his mark in pence

a8 well asin war.” War stories ara proverbially thrill-

ing:and when they are told in Capt. Hardy's fasoinat-

ing style, they make extraocrdinarily interesting read-

ing, besides giving the reader some idea as to the

thoroughness of German military organisation,

D. V. A

BABUR. DIARIST AND DESPOT. BY 8 M)

EDWARDES. (A, V. Philpot, Ltd., London.
746 x 5. pp. 138, 6s, '
THOSE who cannot find time to read the surpri-
singly ‘ modern’ autobiography of Babur can prof-
tably turn to this brilliant sketoh of the life of that
great hero., The most salient points of Babur's
career are here deseribed in a lucid style, his military
greatness is clearly brought out, as well as the more
subtle traits of his chavacter, such as his contempt
for wealth, hia love for fair gardens, swimming and
bathing, his passion for sight-seeing and investiga-
tion and his light-heartedness in adversity, Suitable
extracts from the tronslation of the original Diary
are insertad now and then to support the statements.
Babur as a private individual, is also represented to
us here in the chapters on ‘“Wine, Woman and Song*"
and ‘ Art and Nature,” The book is an excellent addi-
tion fo the literaturs of the Mshomedan period and
will be found exceedingly intsresting both by the-
student of Mahomedan history as well as the general

reader,
| V.N. K.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

POLITICS AND EDUCA.TION. By LE5>narnp NELSON.
( George Allen and Unwin, Ltd., London,} 1928 B8%x 5).
7s. 6d. , '

BRITAIN'SINDUSTRIAL FUTURE BEING THE REPORT
OF THE LIBERAL INDUSTRIAL INQUIB.Y. { Ernest
Benn, Ltd, London, ) 1928, 8% x 54 pp. 503, 23, 6d,

OUR ANCIENT LIBERTIES. By LEON WHIPPLE. ( The
H. W. Wilson Company, New York.) 1927. 7¢x 5f. pp.153.
$1-50. o

THE DISINHERITED FAMILY. By ELEANOR F, RATHBONE
{ George Allen and Unwin, Ltd., London,) 1927. 74x §"
pp. 345. 6s. .

AN ENGLISHMAN AND TEE MEXICAN INQUISITION.
1556~1560. By G. R. G. CONWAY. ( Privately: Printed in
the City of Mexico.) 1927. 94 x 1. pp. 167. $5.00.

ALONG THE MISSION TRAIL IN CHINA AND JAPAN, .
Vols. IV and V. By BRURO HAGSPIEL. ( Mission Preas,.
8. V. D. Techny, Illineis. ) 1927. 8} x 5}. pp. 392, 313. $4.00,

CHINA'SINDUSTRIES AND FINANCE. By D. K. Liev.
{ The Chinese Government Burean of Eoonomic Informa-.
tion, Shanghai, ) 1927. 84 x 5%. pp. 238.

ECONOMIOS OF KHADDAR, B8y RICHARD B. GREGG. (8.

 Gsanesan, Madras,) 1828. 7¥x 44, pp. 226. Re, 1-8-0.
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