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TOPICS OF THE WEEK. 

THE Bombay Government's decision with regard to 
the Prohibition ( Finance) Com­

Probibition OD mittee's report ought to leave nobody 
tbe Oreek under the delusion that prohibition 
Kalends. would come in the near future or 

even within a lB988urable distance 
of time. There is no doubt that the problem is in the 
main a financial one; but it is no use making' too 
muoh of the financial dlfficulties. The Government 
show their partiality for the majority report, acoord­
ing to whioh the cost of prohibition would come to 
Rs. 6 crores. Ita suggestions about the sources to be 
tapped for additional taxation have also been' consi­
dered by Government who have come to the conolu­
sion that." ou a very liberal estimate, the additional 
revenue so derivable will not exoeed Rs. 2 mores 
within the next 15 years. U Less eXpensive schemes 
were also in the field; but what else oould be expect­
ed of a Government, whioh, though publicly 
committed to prohibition, has been none too enthu­
siastio about it, than that it should try to delay 
prohibition as· muoh as possible on the ground of 
fi nanoe-not of course on that of their own want of 
sympathy for it ? The net resuit ot their considera­
tion of tbe finencisl aspects of prohibition is that 
.. while not abandoning the hope of eventually 
attaining total prohibition ", they believe, and 
Bpp8.rently expect the public to share that belief, 
that progress towards the goal must necessarily be 
slow, whioh means that. we must wait for prohibition 
until the Greek Kalends. It is of oourse a mercy, 
for .. hieh the Presid&noy must be duly srateful to 
the GOVDl'nment; that the, do·nllt intend to put a 
step to the ;oliot of. IBtiooiog.I!9l1ntry.)iquor;but 

lest anybody should be so foolish as to mislead himself 
into thinking that it would 'go on uninterruptedly,. 
they are careful to add that "the time and stages. of 
further reduction in the ration must be judged accord. 
ing to the circumstances of each year." Thus· 
one does net know when a halt will be 
oalled in tha progress of the rationing polioy. 
And· let it be noted, as has been re~eatedly 
shown in these columns, tbat their ration of country 
liquor is so liberal that the whole of it is never oon­
sumed. But the most expeditious, and also oon­
stitutional way of shelving prohibition has 
recently been found in Madras. Therethroughout 
last year one heard frequently about the possibility 
of prohibition being tried in two distriots; but this 
year not only was there no whisper about it from 
official benohes, during the last Budget session, but. 
what is really amazing, the then sole Minister in 
the Madras Government, Dr. Subbaroyan, deliberately 
went back on the whole thing by declaring 
prohibition to be a oentral subject. If Bombay wer~ 
to take a leaf out of the book of Madras. it would 
put a stop onoe for all to all this silly talk about 
prohibition I 

• • • 
THE small minority of our countrymen opposed to' 

the boycott of the Simon Commission 
A Big Step For- includes some who think that if the· 
word'i' Indian Case were not presented be· 

fore the Commission, India may 
lose a big step . forward. But the proba­
bility is that the Commission may not. take us 
any further than our prest1nt stage; Acoording to­
the New Statesman of March 24, "Probably no­
further enlargement is at all feasible just now-but 
to assert even that much definitely would be to anti­
oipate tbe findings of the Royal Commission. Minol" 
improveinents, especially in oonnection with provin­
oial autonomy, .may be practicable, Butthe central. 
Government must remain eesentially autooratio UD·· 
til the day 'comes when the Indian leaders can say; 
"Now you may go, we need your bayonets no longer ... • 
That day is not likely to come very soon." So even 
before the Commission goes through the formality of -
taking evidence,people in England seem to know 
for oertain how far it would go in meeting India!l 
aspirations •. Not only is there no ground for expect­
ing any popularisation of the central Government 
but even the grant of provinoie.1 autonomy appears 
to be problematical. There may be only some "mino,.. 
improvements"· in connection with provincial auto-· 
nomy, but no antonomy itself. If after this semi­
authoritative statement there are any of our coun­
trymen who believe that our co-operation with the 
Commission will bring more boons than th& 
New Stale81/1lJn has here foreoasted, they must indeed 
be confirmed optimists. The possibility of tbe British. 
withdrawal is of ~ourse ever present to the bene· 
volent British mind; only all possible .care is taken 
t9 lee that thep9s~bi1ity never c()mes. nel\1 being a. 
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reality by delaying army Indianisation aB muoh as 1 their personal UB9. In Sangli, whloh has an annual 
possible. Apart from the fact that India'B- depen- inoo:ne of about Rs.16 lakhs the ruler, aocording to 
denoe for her defence upon Britain does not make a speaker atthe Conference, takes abou~ RB.lj4 lakb 
BritiBh withdrawal a matter of practic ,I politios, it for his personal expenses, and RB. 5,000 for those of 
has the additional advantage of branding Indians as hiB mother who was until quite recel\tly allowed Rs. 
unfit for self-government on the ground of their 8000 a year. In addition, State guests are believed 
inability to defend themselveB. to oonsume nearly Rs 50,000, tbe ruling family 

.. .... another Rs. 20,000, stables nearly Rs. 98,00", and the 

THE second session ·of the Bombay Social Servioe 
Conference held last week in 

The Social Ser- Bombay was presided over by Mr. 
vice Conleranoe. K, N atarajan whose address as usual 

was thougbtful and inspiring. The 
faot that 52 different Associations had 
joined the Conference is an index to the appre­
ciation orihe w"rk of social service. At the outset 
Mr. Natarajan deplored the want of oo-ordin .. tion bet­
wean the several social movements. His advioe that 
social questions should be approached in a spirit· .of 
charity and toleration is indeed sound, but is it not a 
pity that it should be still needed? Before ohauging 
customs in a ·summary way, we should.be Bure, he 
said that tile new ones were higher and bQ/;ter. He made 
a .uggestion to the University authorities to . send 
out students of the School of Sociology t) learn social 
work firsthand. Finally, he advised the social 
worker to have faith, zeal' and knowledge, A 
resolution was p!\ssed which affirmed among other 
things that cO!Dmeroialised vice would not be ade­
quately dealt with unless brothels were made illegal 
and which c·)mmended the policy of gradual closing 
within a definite term of years, We do not think 
ourselves that the shutting up of houses of prostitu­
tion would remove the evil at its root but as a prepa· 
ration of public opinion the resolution has its value. 
Otber important resolutions were the one requesting 
the League of Nations to extend the enquiry of its 
Oommittee on the traffio in women and ohildren to 
India; another urging the enactment of a· definite 
statute in conn6ction with the policy of Prohibition; 
another urging the local hoards and' munioipalities 
to start reading-rooms and libraries in towns and 
villages. The resolutions, however. show that the 
Conference is a mere deliberative body. We should 
like something being done to appoint a permanent 
oommittee whioh will put in oontinuous work by 
means of inoessant correspondenoe and propagandist 
activities. .. • • 
THE recently held oonference of the subjeots of Sangli 

Conference of 
5aDgli State 
Subjects. 

State bas onoe again urged the ruler 
of the State to limit bis personal 
expenses. Lord' Irwin's reported 
emphasising the same point in his 

address to the Chamber 01 Prinoes has lent added 
support to the request of the Oonferenoe which the 
enlightened ruler of the State should have little 
diffioulty in· oalTying into effect. The Conferenoe 
also demanded the establishment of responsible gov­
ernment in tile State,. This, in our opinion, largely 
depends upon the fixation of a civil list for the ruler. 
For in the absenoe of a definite limit on the amount 
the ruler should appropriate from the State revenue 
for his personal use, there is every induoement 
to him. to be looking about oonstantly for fresh means 
of adding to the amount needed for his own limitless 
expenses. Once a civil list is definitely fixod a ruler 
will have hardly any interest in withholding' the 
power of the purse from his people .. Thus' fixing 
thelengt~ of the ruler's.privy purse appears to : us to 
be a conslderable step towarc'ls the establishment of 
responsible government,' And if Lord Irwin is anxi­
ous to seethe subjeots ofIndianSlates contented and 
happy, he must bend his energies to 'gettiMalI the' 
Indian prinoes to agree to' appropriate ·only a stated 
proportion of the State revenue Or a 'fixed imm for 

upkeep of the ruler's diffarant houses Rs. 5,000. The 
Ohief Sahab's Mahableshwar and Delhi trips between 
them OOBt the State, we are told. about RB. 70,001; 
while there is no knowing how muoll of the total 
P. W. D, expanditure of .Rs. 2 lakhs is for pUblio 
benefit and how much for the personal use of the· 
'ruler. Even after making due allowan09 for so:ne 
exaggeration in these figures, it cannot be donbted 
that tne total makeB quite a formid!lble proportion of 
the State's revenue. In sharp contrast is the practice 
in this behalf prevailing in England where on the 
ao,;ession of a ne y sovereign a commission iB appoin­
ted as a matter of oourse, "to inquire into the position; 
chiefly financial, of the nsw oocupant of the throne." 
;Aocording to the late King Edward VII's biographer, 

t'QU8SD Viotoria aD her accession had, like her predeces .. 
sor, William IV, aooepted the prinoiple that the ohief 
heredita1'Y revenues of the CrOWD, wllich:oamefrom landed 
property, in effeot belongeJ to the nation, and like hia 
mother, the King at onoe relinquished the royal olaim to 
tbt!m. During the Queen's reign the annual valuo of these 
Crown e.tato. had ri.on from £245.000 to £425,000." 

In the case of the late King, as during the long reign 
of his mother no inquiry into the expenditure of the 
different Palace departments was possible, "an inve­
stigating committee of twenty-three members (of 
Parliament )" was also appointed, Far from looking 
upon it as a nuisanoe, Edward VII, we are told, 
whole-heartedly co-operated with the committee and 
"'took a keen interest in the reduction of expenses." 
As for Edward va's Civil List, Sir Miohael Hioks­
Beach, the then Chancellor of the Exohequer, 

"proposed to raise the royal inoome from £385,000 (in· 
oluding £60.000 for the Privy Pur.e ) whi.h Queen Vi •• oria 
had .e •• lved to £450,000 with the privilege of :frankl •• 
IeUer. and ,ending telegram. fre. of oharge On matle •• 
relating to the business of the State. It was proposed to 
inorease tbe oontingent annuie, for Queen Alexandra to 
£60,000." 

Eventually Parliament passed an "Aot authoris­
ing a Civil List of £470,000 per year with addition­
al pensions and annuities bringing the total up to 
£543,000," It is earnestly to be wished that Indian 
Prinues will introduce this wholesome practice in 
their own States, and that Sangli will lead the way. 
Among other requests pressed upon the ruler of 
Sangli by the Conference was one calling upon him to 
reduoe the number of his counoillors from" to 2, to' 
separate judioial frem exsoutive funotions, to make 
local bodies fully representative, allowing them to 
elect their own presidents, to introduce prohibition 
and to allow freedom of the press. . .. .. • < 

THE aeoretaryol the Bengal National Chamber of 
. Oommeroe, Mr. N alini Ranj"n S"rkar 

Mr. N,R,'SlII'karattheAnnual Meeting of bbe body, 
00 IndilUl Pinsaee. gave us a survey of financial events 

. . .. during 1927-28 in whioh he indulged 
in an amount of p1ain speaking' whien is needed at 
the present time. M r, Sarkar notes the curious faot 
that bankers were thoroughly demoralised and dis­
pirited, during the last yeu and .I'optimism seemed a 
word erased out of their dictionary.",' But he does not 
tell us deti nitelywhat the cauae waS;' :Conditions ~D 
the money: market :were.equa111 . depressing and 
('T()vernment had ·to' pay a· higher interest for Treasury_ 
Bills -liharibanks f offerad for :di!posits.::, Tha failure 
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'of the Reserve Bank Bch6'llle is. according to Mr. Sar­
kar, due to a series of bunglin8s, although he admits 
that ill a year in which people's minds were less 

INTERVENTIOiIT IN INDIAN STATES, 
MACHINERY OF MAN ')ATES COMMISSION. 

acerbated the proposal wduld have been acclaimed as B THE Butler Committee, after visiting some of the 
great and liberal m.easure. Mr. Sark.or deplored the :(ndian States, is now about to leave the shores of 
small trade balanc. In our favour reabzed dunng the, Ind' It k h b ' . d so rigorously 
the year, which is barely equal to the Home Charges. f ~a., s wor ,ss een carrIe on. .' 
In order, to popularise' Treasury ,Bills Mr. Sarksr I behmd clo~ed doors ,that few persons lU Indls have 
proposes that tbe Imperial Bank should make'.it any idea as to, how far the illquiry has progressed 
k'!-own that they !,,!l~ lend m0!ley ag~inst :rreasury aud whe~ its report is likely to be presented. As 
Bills an~ full faoillties for redIScountIng Will be of- to the taI!:ing of evidenoe this Committee presents such 
fered as m the London market. Mr Sar''In thorough- " ' , tr' st' th S·' C' i " . h'l tb 
ly approves of the system of Sterling Purchase as a' a IItrong oon a, t? e Imon ,omrr. sSlon. w Ie ,e 
substitute for the system of selling Council Drafts,. I latter ,went aheggmg Jortestlmony, the latter, IS 
since under the new system there are smaller I Qstent!ltiously,illdifferen~toitsofarasthe'publi<l' a~e 
treasury bal~nces. at,' the 'Home' treasury. conoer~uiil, thinking that its ooncern is only with the 
We must remmd him however that the, larger I I di n Pri cas on the one hand and the officia's of the 
balances heretofore WPl'e ' not due to the system I' n. ~ n " ' . 
itself but to the excess of Council Drafts over the figure , BritISh Government on the other. One would thInk that 
of the Home Charges whioh was gratuitous. Mr. i to this, Committee the people of the Indian states simp.. 
S~kar oriticized the G.overnment for their. inact~on i Iy do !lQt exist. We know that it has consistently re­
With re~ard to purcbas!ng gold and for tben havI'lg ! fused to take evidence bearing on the interests of tbe 
neglected the opportumty to secure gold from Ame- ii' t' 1 t·d·t nd we cannot 
rioa when practically every' second, country in ' peop e ~s e.n 1l"e y ?U SI e, ,I,S scope. a . 
Europe got enough gold from her for 'reorganizing ! help thinking that In thus InterpretIng Its terms of 
their currenoies. The explanation he ,offers is that i referecceithasmade a fatal blunder, which can only 
the motive of Government is to subserve the intere~ts I stamp its inquiry as one· sided and defectiveab initio. 

, of ~he London mO.ney m~rket and not those of Indl&.,: Ji' 'f th treaties and engagements with which the 
With regard to SIr Basil Blackett's record he said i or I , e . 
that his capacity was great but his achievement was CorDlmttee OOlloerns Itself relate for the most, part to 
puerile. Although we d'J not agree with this estimate the relationship between ,the States and the British 
we agree with hi!,,! when ~e says ~at no Fi~anoe Gov:ernment, they also provide in some oases for good 

, Mem?er can achieve a!lythIng agamst the series of r and efficient administration in the interest of the 
handicaps under whIch he has to work and the re- I .' '.'. d . ,. 
~ervations imposed on his powers from Whitehall. It' subJeots of the, r~lIng Pr~nces, an lD .any InquirY as 
1S only a thorough overbauling of the administrative to the correot InLerpretatlon of these Instruments the 
maohinery that will, in his opinion, solve the fill.allcial people of the States have by right as good a claim to be 
problem o~ In~ia. And, to speak frankly, there is no' heard as the rulers or the suzerain power. If the Butler 
exaggeratIOn I~ the stateD!ent... Committee" in: codifying the existing treaty rights 
THE establishment of an all-India League lor the and obligation~, slurs over or minimises the' obliga-

. prevention of early marriages is tions which the suzerain power 'on the one hand and ,::r;:i:' proof of the fact that Indian the Princes on the other owe to the people in the 
get!. opinion has at last become alive to States it will have failed in the mest important part 

the seriousness of the problem. ,The faot that ladies I of its' work: For" irrespective of tbe particular olauses 
are taking the lead in edueating public opinion about 
the evils of early maniages is very heartening; On in the treaties which seek to ensure expressly the 
the motion of the Dy. Presiden~, Mrs. Muthulaksh- moral and material well-being of the people, the 
mi Reddi, the question was considered reoently by British Government, by guaranteeing protection to 
the Madras Council which has expressed what might the States from internal as well as external aggress_ 
appear, and did appear, to some as a rtvolutionary . 
opinion especially in the present state of publio opi- ion, has, undertaken the protection of the people 
nion. Aocording to the motion in question, which in the States, from, gross misrule. Thus behind 
was passed, the Government remaining neutral, the and, above all the ,treaties 'and engagements 

, Council wants the marriageable age to be .raised to at concluded between the Princes and the British 
least 21 in the case of boys and 16 in that of girls. In Government stand the States' subjects; who are 
view of the fact tbat unmarried 'girls and boys of 
more than the ages refened to are commonly met taken by the latter under theil especial guardian­
with at least in big cities, we do not think there ship, but it is just this aspeot of the matter whioh 
is anything very extravagant about the view express-' should guide the proceedings of the Committee which 
ad by the Madras Council. This expression of opi- the Committee ignores.' , , 
nion by the Madras Counoil is timely since Mr. 
Barda's bill to the same end now before the The right of the suzerain power to intervene iIi 
Assembly is to be circulated for opinion. As Indian States affairs on behalf of the su!>jects with a 

'amended by the Select Oommittee the, bill will ,view to prevention Or correction of maladmin'istra-
,apply, not to a' few sections, of the Hindu tion of an extreme character.is unquestioned and un. 
eomrounity 8S originally intended, but to all oommu-
nities alike and instead of invalidating marrisges of questionable. the Princes ~o doubt olaim internal 
parties below the ages given in the' bill, as was autonomy and sovereign rights but this autonomy 
provided for in the draft bill, will punish all those and these rights are subjeot to the limiting 
who have any part or 'lot in bringing them about. ,oondition that in C8ses of gross misrule the 
No.r are the IndiaD States quite unaffeoted by the agi- British Government shall step in a·nd take all the 
tation that is being earried on in British India, for 
... e observe that the Bikaner Legislative Assembly neoessary steps to end the prevailing misrule. 
bas also before it a measure aimed at the stoppage of Oilly His Exalted Highness the Nizam dared in 
early marrisges.· ' " , reeent times, to ohallenge this power vesting in' the 
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suzerain Power and came sorely to grief over it. But 
the exercise of this undoubted power leaves muoh to 
be desired, whether in the interest of the rulers or 
the ruled. The intervention is spasmodio and ill­
regulated, and the justifioation for it not always 
apparent and seldom a~tempted. The result is that 
there has never been a case of intervention but has 
given rise to the suspicion that a ruler was deposed 
or made to abdicate or reprimanded, not really be­
oause he was oppressive to the people, but because 
he was not subservient enough to the British Gov­
~nlIlent. The suspicion can never be dispelled, for the 
Government will never publioly assign any reasons 
for the action they take and if they do, will not 
make known all the attendant oiroumstances and 
publish evidence in support of their· statements. 
And thus even in cases where, if all the facts were 
known, the justifioation of intervention would be 
-complete, the Government never reoeive the support 
·of publio opinion. It is therefore of thiutmost impor­
tanoe that the policy of intervention should follow a 
settled course, and no action should be taken against 
'any ruler until his misdeeds are brought home to 
·him. For this purpose it is neoessary that the present 
method of secretiveness should be definitely abandon­
ed and that everything should be aboveboard, the 
neoessary reoords being made available to him. The 
l'uler should of course have an opportunity of defend­
ing himself before a tribunal, whatever that be. The 
ruling Princes are certainly entitled to urge this 
before the Butler Committee and we believe that the 
·Committee too will be inolined to view their plea 
·with favour. We for our part would uureservedly 
:support suoh a olaim. Only we would emphBBiz8 
what perhaps the ruling Princes would like to 
relegate to the baokground, that the subjects of the 
states, in whose interest the action is avowedly 
·taken, should have as full an opportunity of leading 
evidence against the Prinoes as the Prinoes have of 
,defending themselves and that therefore the reoords 
should be accessible to the people just as muoh as to 
,tbe Prinoes._ 

We would suggest that the machinery for in­
'quiry into alleged cases of misrule of the Prinoes be 
modelled on that devised by the League of Nations 
for seeing that the terms of the mandates are not 
·transgressed by the mandatory powers. Some modi­
fications may be found necessary in this prooedure, 
but broadly it may be the prooedure adopted by the 
League. The essentials of the general oversight 
which the League exercises over the administration 
-of the mandated countries consist in the following: 
(1) The League calls for an annual report from 
everY mandatory power, which is oommitted for 
'Critical examination to an expert body called the 
Mandates Commission, the majority ,of the members 
-of which must belong to non.mandahry countries, 
,and no member of whioh oan be a servant of any 
'Government, so that their impartiality may be in­
sured. (2) The Commission exam hies the report in 
the presence of a representative of the Mandatory 
power, who is then subjected to a'stiff cross-8X81)lina­
tion. (3) The Commission's reportgoestherearter to 

the Counoil of the Leagu, IOf consideration rJ,ong 
with such .0bservatioDs as the mandatory power may 
think fit to make. (4) The Gounoil thereupon arrives 
at its own conoillsions, which are debated In the 
AsseJ;llbiy, in the presepoe of the' representatives' of 
all the powers in the world. (Ii) The people in the 
mandated oountrieR and even strangers have a right 
of petitioning the Commission, such petitions being 
forwarded by the m~ndatci.n- po,.,~ ,.,ith the~r own 
relllarks ~o th,CommiseiQn. 

The Brltish Government hBB at oourse behind it. 
decisions in regard to Indian States far stronger Bano· 
tiQlI!I t'l;lfln tl1!1 League has behind its, and yet, on 
acoo\lnt oJ the system ,of op~n discUBs.1on wllioh it 
has adopted, it is ,able to eltercise,. mor. restr~ining 
in1luence on the predatory instinots of the mandatory 
powers than the British Government has been or will 
everbll onthllautooracy of the Indian Princes un­
der thll presellt sy,ljtem. The' points ·to be noted in 
this oonneotion are the followi..ng :--(1) ,Certain 
essentials of good government ought to be laid down, 
and DO departure therefrom permitted. These essen­
tials should be of the simplest oharacter, something 
like those melltioned by the Vioeroy in his note pre­
pared Jor the Chamber or Pdnces. (Sourashtra has 
published the note ;11 exte1l,'o.) These essentials 
would correspond h the stipulations of the mandates 
ensuring that the government of the backward peo­
ples in the mandated oountries shall not give ris~ to 
abuses and evils which have resulted in the past. (2) 
Every State should be required to submit a report on 
its administration to the Government of India, the 
report being drawn up with p!lorticular reference to 
the essentials of good government laid down. (3) 
The Government of India should neither pigeon­
hole the report, nor proceed to .take action, but refer 
it for detailed and impartial examination to an ex­
,pert body, cQnnected neither ,with .the Government 
nor with .the States, but independent of ,both. 
(4) This body, the StatesCouncil,let us oall it, should 
discuss the report in the presence of the duly aooredit­
ed representative of the State, who would offer any 
supplementary information that might be desired. (5) 
The Council would also be in possession oUhe debates 
in the -representative assembly of the State and all 
other relevant and useful material and would ques­
tion ~he repfesentative on all this material and on 
any other question it may think fit. (6) The people of 
the State oonoerned and any others would have ,.the 
right of laying their oomplaints against the State 
before the Cou'noil through the State authorities, who 
would of oour~e be bO~Dd to forward tpem to ,the 
Counoil, with their o)Vn observ/Iotions .thereupon. (6) 
The Council, where neoessary; may visit the Stste 
concerned and carry on an inquiry on the spct, and 
may have its own agents in the various States, as 
hBB been proposed for the Mandates Commission. (7) 
The relevant doouments relating to the ohargas or 
alleged grievanoes should be mMle available to the 
authodties of the State and .the paople. (8) The 
Government .should than, take the report of the 
Counoil into their considerAtion.anddecids on the 
action to be taken. (9) If the aotion isfelUo violate. 
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. on the one hand, t:1e rig':9 of Prihoe and on the 
other the obligations of the b"Uzerain powa~, an 
appeal should lie to a s,J8Ji"Uy oonstituted tribunal, 
and facilities for suoh appe"l be assured to the people 
equally with the Prince oonoerned. 

This procedure will be fair to all the t~ee parties 
conoerned and will be to the advantage of all. But 
only two of them, viz. the British Government and 
the Indian Prinoes reoeive attention at present, and 
the third and most important of them, viz. the people 
belonging to the States, are entirely ignored I No 
solution, however, would be satisfactory or enduring 
which is merely the result of diplomatio negotiations 
between the rulers in British and Indian India and 
which does not base itself on the welfare of' 

. the masses, whose interests after all should receive 
primary consideration. 

In any oase the presenoe of rulers themselves on 
any Counoil designed for the purpose; of exercising 
supervision over their administration is outlawed 
by every oanon of political philosophy. 

- INDIA'S DEBT. 
A LITTLE after the assumption of power by the 
Crown in India the publio debt was Rs. 100 crores. 
In 1914, the year of the commencement of the Great 
War, it rose to Rs. 551 orores. The greatest conOErn 
however has been caused since the termination of the 
W..r as the figure has nOw nearly reached Rs. 1000 
crores. The total debt is divided into two broad 
heads, unproductive and productive, aocording 
as the services for whioh it is utilized give or 
do not give us a net 'surplus at least equal to 
the amount of interest on the sum spent. The 
produotive debt at the end of 1925-26 for the 
Centre.l-Government as well as for the Provincial 
Governments was Rs. 737'18 crores. The un~ 
produotive debt on the same date was Rs.· 221·87 
oreres. It is superfluous to comment on the unprO-: 
ductive debt as everyone is aware that it was due to 
erratic expeditions on the Frontier, into Egypt and 
Abyssinia and partly due to the need of oovering 
budget deficits. However it is gratifying that Sir 
Basil Blackett has succeeded in reducing this por. 
tion by nearly Rs. 100 crores during his tenure of 
offioe and if we rely on his estimate given in the 
last Budget speech it will be extinguished at the end 
of 30 yelLr~. If therefore we regard the unproduc­
tive debt a8 a manageable item within the compe­
tence of India, so far as its extinction is concerned, the 
productive debt beoomes the real crux of the problem. 

The debate on the debt position in the Assembly 
iIi 1925 revealed a marked cleavage of opinion on 
the question whether the productive debt should be 
paid off-gradually of course-by means of a sinking 
fund so as to preserve the credit of the c<.'untry in­
taot. One seotionof whom Mr. Jamnadtls M. Mehta 
beoame the spokesman, disapproved of any scheme of 
reducing the debt or at least they would not have 
a large sinking fund in order to pay it off in a 
hurry_The palladium of their argument.. is the 
capital assets against our debts-in the form of har-

I racks, military roads, military works, the P. W. D • 
works like canals, embankments, eto. Another argu­
ment was that ~hc nlaims of the taxpayer for a relief 
from taxation were more paramount than the need 
for paying off the'existing debt, whether productlv& 
or unproductive. Instead of the scheme of sinking 
fund therefore this section of the Assembly would 
have an annual reduction of taxation by the whol& 
amount of tbe sinking fund, viz. Rs.4 orores and odd. 
In thill oonneotion it must be remembered that al. 

. though the gross interest oharges for -the total debt 
are Rs. 40 orores, the net interest oharges paid by thO' 
taxpayer is under Rs. 9 orores, the cther oharges be­
ing met by the gross inoome of Railways and other 
productive servioes. Now we have full sympathy 
wifu the olaims of the taxpayer for a reduction of 
taxation and it may be conoeded that for a few years 
the scheme of a sinking fund should be ruade to 
stand over; bu! to say that because a debt is· produC)­
ti va it need not be paid for a hundred years goes to thO' 
length of a paradoxicM assertion. If the old debt is 
never paid, the new debt would start under wors& 
auspioes Bnd instead of getting it at a lower late of 
interest we shall have to pay perhaps a higher and 

. higher rate. A.'sinking fundsoheme obviates this­
danger by oreating confidence among lenders and 
giving them an assurance that there is adequate safe­
guard for paying off the loans within a reasonabl& 
period. When Sir Basil Blackett pointed to the sink. 
ing fund in Great Britain as one of the bulwarks of 
the debt redemption scheme there, he was not paying 
merely a conventionai -compliment to the British 
Chancellors of the Exchequer but was stating an im. 
portant financial expedienlAs for the obieotion to 
meeting the sinking fund oharges out of revenue it 
is quite obvious that it is futile; a sinking fu nd must-

, come out of oml-ent revenues, otherwise we would be 
stultifying ourselves by, having new debts to pay olf 
the old ones. -All things oonsidered. the scheme of 
a sinking fund must be regarded as absolutely vital 
to the maintenanoe of the Indian credit at home and 
abroad. 

,There are those who make out that the Indian. 
publio debt is a bagatelle, by making oomparisons 
with other oountries in various ways. For instance. 
it is said that the debt per capita in Great Britain is 
£175 and that in France is £356. whereas in India it 
is only £2-10-0 per head, On the basis of the per­
centage of expenditure on the debt services to the 
tct .. l expenditure we -are told that in France this per­
centage is 54, in Great Britain 47·5, in Australia it is 
21 whereas in India it is 15 .• The suggestion is 
obvious and it is that the unproductive debt may be-, 
wiped off but v.ery slowly and that the productive 
debt need not be thought of at all. As againet this 
Sir Basil Blackett has continually raised his voice­
and maintained that although the credit of the Gov­
ernment of India in the finanoial world may be good: 
at present it may ba worsened at any time by the­
failure to make a provision for c a sinking fund. The­
matter beoomes mOle serious when we remember that- ' 
not only have we to consider the existing debt but, 
also n~w debts for financing various sohemes of deve-



222 THE SERV ANT 011' INDIA. [APRIL 19, 1928; 

lopment inoluding the annual capital expenditure for 
Rail ways. In 1925 Sir Basil Blackett gave to the 
Assembly a rough estimate of the total sum that had 
to be financed during the next five years, including 
the sum required to deal with the m~turing debt. 
This estimate gave Rs. 300 orores as the sum whioh 
can only be met by reborrowing from the market. 
The sinking fund, however small, reduces to that 
extent the amount that has to be borrowed afresh and 
to postpone for a long time the institution of a sit,k­
ing fund would be acting against the country's best 
interests. . It is true, as Sir Josiah Stamp said, that 
the "Sbte unlike the individual oan take a long view. 
It can therefore finance itself by methods which 
would be too far-reaching in the spaoe of time invol­
ved for individual businesses" But even a State oari­
not neglect its duty of debt-redemption a-l infinitum. 

With regard to the external debt Sir Basil Bla­
okett has al ways admitted that to the ~dent of the 
foreign debt, ,the undertakings like Railways and 
Irrigation works and other works of public utility are 
mortgaged to the lenders in London. Now what we 
want to-day is to become full owners of our Railways 
and other works if possible and for this purpose to 
expadite the substitution of Indian'capital for English 
capital. A study of the .figures of the external 
debt reveals the steady progress': in this matter which 
Sir Basil Blaokett kept before him as an ideal from the 
beginning. In 'March 1914 the internal and external 
dellts Wdre Rs. 107·80 crores and Rs. 371·5 crores 
respectively. In March 1924 they were Rs. 385·43 
crores and Rs. 485·84 crores. In March 1925 they were 
Rs, 390·85 and Rs. 511·81crores and in March 1926 
Rs: 417·93 and Rs. 513·30 crores. If the provincial debt 
of Rs. 130·63 crores which is wholly internal is added 
to the last figure of the internal debt we get a total of 
Rs. 548·56 as the total internal debt and this exoeeds 
the external debt by nearly Rs.35 crores. The policy of 
paying off this external debt being out of the question 
for the present we must be content with enforcing 
the rule that except in grave emergencies no sterling 
loans should be raised, so that the sterling debt might 
at .least remain. stationary. The :fact that except 
during. the last year no eterling 'loan was raised 
during the six years of his term of office is the sureet 
proof of Sir Basil Blacbtt's good faith in the matter 
of the loan policy, 

Judging by the experiment of the Bombay Deve­
lopment, one feels constrained to enter a caveat 
against unsound schemes aud speculative enterprises. 
If the money from public loans is spent on wild­
goose chases, the pu1:>lic begin to feel a suspicion 
about the general security of State enterprises and 
the taxpayers who have to pay the interest in any 
case, despair of getting any relief from taxation. 

. Consequently just as a soientific scheme of debt 
redemption is necessary, it is equally desirable to 
have a soientific scheme cf new loans for vari'>us 
beneficent purposes. If the Government adhere to 
their present plan of a oapital programme of Rs.25 
crores a year for another series of years we may' 
pre~me that another Rs. 20. Orores would be easily 
absorbed every yeat in other programmes. ' .. 

The question then is, o~n India really ,tand to 
gain by an annual increment of &S. 45 orores when 
the payment of interest is allowed &8 a deduction 
from the total benefit. Weare inolined to think that 
so far as the R'lil ways are concerned we must fix a 
limit to the additional investment under this head. 
Communications may be a good thing but th~re are 
other good things as well. We may grant that the 
real burden of interest on the taxpayer is less than 
Rs. 9 crores ; but this is not a small burden for a 
oountry whioh is not industrially very advanced and 
whose taxable oapaoity is even now an object of 
grave concern to economists. Just as in the case of 
the Rail ways, we should like to see a limit placed 
on the oapital expendihre on other heads as well. 
Without these precautions there is nothing to prevent 
the publio debt soaring to heights not oontemplated 
even by the most reckless champion of publio 
horrowing. 

LABOUR POLlCY IN SOUTH, AFRICA. 
II* 

IT was said in the last articlethat1;he governing 
factor in the labour problem of South Africa was the 
presence of thH "poor white," who are incompetent, 
and far too many, to reoeivethe high wage of a 
pound a day but who cannot live according to "civi. 
lised standards" on the Native wage, and who are 
not keen on doing the Native's unskilled work. The 
Government·s solution of the problem is two·fold: 
to overcome the reluctance of the unskilled white 
to undertake unskilled work and oontrive to give 
him a wage that will enable him to maintain the 
civilised standard of life. There are limits to both 
which the Government recognises. There are certain 
olasses of work that a white man, however poor and 
unskilled, will not do. As a good instance Clause 
104 of the Liquor Bill, whioh has happily been 
dropped, may be mentioned. It meant to prohibit 
the employment of Indians and Natives in all plaoes 
where liquor was handled. The Government profess­
ed to defend this restriction on the ground that t~ose 
who are protected from drink should not be allowed 
to work in plaoes where they can handle liquor. 
But an exception was made. The Seotion did not 
prohibit the employment of Natives in cleaIlling the 
premises and anything contained therein. Col. D. 
Reitz, M.L.A., was frank enough to give the true 
explanation for this exception. He was not opposed 
to the white labour policy, "but I object to the white 
man being put into jobs of this sort. If the soope of 
employment is to ba increased why put him to wash­
ing ou~ beer barrels and brandy bottles? Is that 
going to enhance the white man's status and prestige?" 
The same objection was passionately urged during the' 
recent debate on the Colour Bar Bill by Mr. Waters­
ton, M.L A., a Labourite. Ther~ are oertain classes 
of work, underground work, on the mines that 
nobody 82d<l11s1y advocates should be done br whit!! 
labour, Pariadoxioal as it may sound, it is true on 
the mines that the relief for white unemployment 
is the employment of more Natives! The places 
acoeptable to whites on the mines are only about 10 
per cent. of the total labour force necessary. Nine 
Natives must ba employed if one white is to have a 
job. Even the most fanatiC advocate of "all.white" 
polioy does not, therefore, dream of applying it to 
the mines in South Africa. The Government has " 
emb8rk~4. on some ·sohemes for the relief of . ~n. 

• The tlrll arliole appeared ID our ilsue of Maroh 22. 
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employment ameng the whites and desired that they 
~hould be all·white. But even there a certain number 
of Natives bd to be employed •. One 'such is the re­
construotion of the Johannesburg Railway station. 
The Ministsr of La.bour is reported toha.ve oonfess­
ed in the House of Assembly on the 6th March. 1928 
that in addition to 448 Europeans 81 Natives were 
also employed; and explained that ~he latte~ .v.:ere 
given "the very heaviest work. unsUlted to olvlhsed 
labour although he did not agree with that." Thus 
it is n~t only employment, but a particular grade of 
it that has to be found for the white workers-some­
thing that will not lower the white man's prestige. 

Besides this, be, must· be secured a wage that 
wili enable him to live' acoording to the white 
standard. The Government adopt 8 shillings a day as 
the minimum,thoughthat has been considered toolow 
by some oompetentcritios who put it at 10 shillings 
a day. This wage however is reoognised to be 
uneoonomic. Pnt concisely, the aim of labour policy 
in South Africa is to secure every white man a white 
job at a white wage, of not less than £120 a year. 

The steps taken to bring about this result are 
various. But they may be bro!ldly grouped under 
the headings" colour bar .. and" equal pay for equal 
work." The former'may be presumed to represent 
the Dutch ·Nationali..t Party's policy aod the latter 
that of che more predominantly British Labour Party, 
The South Afrioan Party is alleged to be oapitalistic 
in sympathy and in oonsequence to put a premium 
on the oheapness of labour irrespective of colour 
or race. Its principal contribution to the labour 
policy in South Africa was,the J ndustrial Conciliation 
Act of 1924 •. Its primary object wae to prevent and 
settle industrial· disputes· between employers and 
employees, irrespective of race or colour. It provided 
for the establishment of "industrial oounoils" oon· 
sistingof an equal number of representatives of 
employers and employees for the regUlation of wages 
and ether conditions of employment. If the Minister 
of Labour is satisfied that a particular industrial 
council is sufficiently representative of the 'particular 

· trade, he may declare that the agreement reached by 
that industrial council shall be binding on all 
employers and employees in that industry. There is 
nothing in the statute to prevent Indian employees 
and their European or Indian employers constituting 
an industrial council under the Act and fixing their 
· wages and other conditions of work. 

But there are difficulties,. in the way. For the 
Act requires thattheemployees should be organised 
'into registered trade unions to be allowed to send 
representatives to the industrial oouncil. And 'the 
Registrar of Trade Unions can regiate~ a union only 
when h. is satisfied that no other union is already 
registered which is sufficisntly representative of the 
trade. 'Now the formation of a trade union presup­
pOses a certain amount of education. foresight and 
power of organisation and voluntary discipline. which 
are found only in the superior type of employees. And 
they are mostly whites. The unorganised and not­
easily-organised mass of unskilled non· European 
workers are unable to take advantage, therefore, of 
the Industrial Conciliation Act. The few of the 
superior type that could cannot claim to be represen­
tative of the trade. nor get such claims admitt~d. 
A nd the white union will not admit non-whites. The 
non-European is thus practically precluded from 
availing himself of the Conciliation Act. 

On the other hand. the European workers, who 
are organised into trade unions, can and do avail 
themselves of the Act, and take a hand in fixing the 
wages and other conditions of work. The Minister 
of Labour has power,_nd he does exercise it,-to 
make the allreements arrived at by the industrial 
ClOlInciis composed·of -white employees and white 

empl~yers binding on the whole industry, . including 
nun-European employers and employees, who ):lave 
had no voioe in the arrangements. 

It is however possible for non-Europeans, 'if 
they are suffioi~ntly organised and representative of 
any p~rticular trade, to form a trade union and form 
an industrial council with the em ployers and fix 
their own wages, etc. according to their own standard. 
For instanoe, Indians almost monopolise the occu­
pations of cooks and waiters in Nat..!; and they are 
advanced enough to organise themselves into trade 
unions and form industrial councils. Though they 
have formed trade unions, they have not yet negoti­
ated an industrial council and fixed their wages 
through that body, which could be on the non-Euro­
pean standard. 

Even if they did they are not immune 110m in­
terf~rence. The Wage Act, to which reference will be 
made later, permits of wages being determined by 
the Wage Board in trades which are already govern­
ed by the Industrial Conciliation Act at the discre­
tion of the Minister of Labour. The wages so fixed 
by the Wagv Board supersede the minima fixed 
under the Conciliation Aot. The Wage Board may. 
and most probably wi,ll, fix them at the white' level. 

It must, however,' be mentioned that the Wage 
Act is the work of the present Pact Government 
~nd not of the South Afrioan: P3l'\y Government of 
General Smuts. Though the' Industrial Concilition 
Act is of general application and has no colour bar 
in it. the South African Party Government made 
itself responsible for the Mines and. Works Act of 
1911. which provided for the colour bar in industry. 
It forbade the employment of non-Europeans in 
certain skilled Qccupations in the mines in the 
Transvaal. During the dbbateR on the amend ment 
of the Mines and Works Aot in 1926 General Smuts 
explained that he was always opposed to the colour 
bar, but he bowed to the fact that in the Transvaal 
there was long in existence the convention that 
Natives should not be employed in certain occu­
pations which were reserved for white., and he 
simply ga'l1'e statutory effeot to it. He had however 
resisted any suggestion to erlend the colour ba r to 
other places and other industries. 

So much then for the labour policy of the South 
African Party. In the' next article we shall study 
the policy of the present Paot Governmo:nt. 

A STUDENT. 

THE PROBLEM OF EGYPT. 
EGYPTiAN nationalism is over a century old. As 
shown in the brilliant thesis of Mr. George Young 
in his .. Egypt." reviewed in these oolumns by 
Prof. Spear, in this erlensive period. the movement 
fashioned itself according to contemporary modes of 
manifestation, At the opinion of the nineteenth 
century Egypt was not only formally, as thereafter, 
but also really, a Province of the old Ottoman Em­
pire. Mamelukes ruled both Fellaheen and Copt 
with contingents of Turkish janisseries. until N apo­
leon broke their power. Mahomet Ali. the Albanian 
adventurer, Napoleon's true sucoeSllor, was beyond 
doubt a progressive ruler judged by the standards of 
his time. Besides creating a national army. he in­
auguarated a system of nationalising the economic 
resources of the country which is astounding both in 
its originality and efficienoy. There is. however, 
a point of saturation or maturity in the psyechological 
and sociological domain as in the field of natural 
sciences. The following chapters in the story of 
Egypt are a lesson on this point. While out in the 
far West, the similar circumstance of the interaction 
of EUropean rivalries and communaloonsciousness. 
roughly within the same epocb, led to the emergence 
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of the Amerioan nation which swiftly set iteelf to the 
.consolidation of a State, in Egypt it caused the dis­
solution of the State which stood ready-made, poe­
sessed of all its outer paraphernalia. Beoause, in the 
(me oase, there were all the organs pertaining to 
nationalism, and in the other there were only its 
tools. The American colonists had just to make 
their exieting institutions wholly and truly national; 
'the Egyptian State had no such central framework 
which it could vitalise and utilise against the dissol­
ving forces. Thie is a bit of history which ought to 
make those who are inclined to attaoh too muoh 
weight to the army in the formation of a nation, pause 
.a little. It was noC because Egypt laoked this mark 
(If a State that from independence she pa.qsed on to 
dependence again. 

The seoon~ distinguishable period in the history 
(If Egyptian nationalism comes after the reigns of 
Baid alid Ismail, with their foreign loans and oonoes­
sions, their spectacular feats, and a profligacy whioh 
,combined the worst traditions of East and West. Its 
.exponent was Arabi Pasha, a soldier and a peasant, 
whose patriotism found vent through the only Egyp. 

1:ian institution at the time, the arn1y. European 
diplomacy scored an easy victory over him, and fol. 
lowing an incident in 1882, British troops ocoupied 
-Egypt. Sudanese wars and reconstruction over· 
'sh"dowed nationalism for a while, and in 1900, the 
Egyptian problem may be said to have appeared with 
its present premises This latest phase, which still­
continues, shows the Effendi, in war with the British 
·over the occupation, and the battles, as with us in -
India, are mainly political. Its earliest exponent was 
M ustapha Kamil, journalist, aesthete, idealist, and 

-the latest has been Z!!.ghloul, who, though peasant by 
birth, had to resort mainly to the Effendi methods of 
agitation. On the British side, the answer has heen 
a clever combination of offensive and defensive: a 
mixture of Gorst and Kitohener, and an indetermin· 
able Cromer. The tactio is too familiar to need 
-recounting. 

Following the findings of the Milner Commis­
'Sion, in 1922, Egypt was declared an independent 
'kingdom. Foad was made King, not Sultan, nor: 
Khedive. Among the limitations on the monarohy 
-were the four famous reserved points, left indetermi· 
nate: sa(ety of the Empire's oommunications, defence 
-()f Egypt against foreign aggression, the protection 
·(If foreign intereste in Egypt, and the question of the 
,Sudan. On Britian's pe.rt, however, there was no· 
thing undetermined about these, for the 1922 declars­

·,tion was accompanied by a characteristic Note from 
Lord Curzon to the Powers wherein he set out _the 
-risks they would be running by acting on the logical 
-deductions proceeding from acceptance of Egypt's 
'oe'll\' status at its face value. 

During the MacDonald administration, in his 
-rOle as Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the 
Prime: Minister negotiated with Zaghloul about 
the four points. These efforts proved even shorter 
than the short Labour. Ministry, and Sir AUb-ten 
Chamberlain took up the threads ohviously iiI the· 
belief tbat the time was meeter for their considera·­
tion A combination of Sarwat Pasha, Lord Lloyd, 
and Sir Austen Chamberlain, was no doubt ideal, if. 
it would work. It had all but worked when the terms 
(If the propos 3d treaty were published. 

Egypl bas n ..... ho.n an inl.gral pa<& of lb. Brlll.b 
Empire. and it would be iDtolerable if, beoau.. abe ia aD 
tbe route to India, abe 8hould ba98 to aooommodaq barlelf 
Indefinitely to the pOlition of a subordi -ale and depeodent 
nation. It il Dot D80e8~ar, 'bat Great Britain abould 
a!Bum. the att~':ud8 of mistress and dilpen8&'or. 

The British position in this muddle is olear 
enough. The Suez Canal is to the Empire what 
Panama is to the United States Tne British Army 
in Egypt is the Empire's Monroe D,lOtrine The 
plight of Egypt must alst ) be fully comprehended. 
The entire nationalist blas~ centred round the Bri· 
tish officials, and an agreemell~ w ,ich perpetuates 
their sway, is, for Egyptians, no agreement at all. 
The British Army in Cairo, aA visitors are Gware, is 
situated, besides, in a vast building right in the cen· 
tre of the city, and is calculated to oreate an impres. 
sion. The consequent effect is humiliation. The 
Army might hElve been localized in the Canal Zone, 
which might perhaps not have proved difficult to 
agree upon, and more suitable wording might have 
been fou nd for the other parts of the treaty; but that 
is not the Tory way. The Tory must ride rough • 

When Sir Austen Chamberlain Was lately in 
Geneva for the March session of the Council, while 
addressing a gathering of journalists, he expressed 
regret tha~ he could not welcome Egypt into the 
League. He pointed to the provision of the possibi. 
lity ,of appeal to the Le~gue, ten years after, about 
the Army Occupation, as Britain'lI bona-fides. Thill 
part of the treaty, in prinoiple perhaps, is the least 
objectionable, exoept for the long delay of ten years 
Even this need be no insurmountable objeotion, 
considering that the League'li Covenant provides fo r 
the revision of treaties in suitable circumstances. 
But, in fact, what confidenoe does the League enjoy' 
What power has it against faits accomplis, and how 
can it moasure its foroe against the mighty arm of 
British diplomacy? Another apparently relieving 
feature olthe treaty, Britain's support for a revision 
of the regulations under Capitulations, in view cf 
what has already happened in Turkey and China, 
comes a litr,le too late, to be coneidered at all. It is 
not Sir Austen Chamberlain and his friends at Ge­
neva who need be told that legal subtleties and polio 
tical actualities are far apart. The problems of Iraq, 
India, Egypt, China (and Ireland need not be alto­
gether excluded from this list) might be settled in a 
manner ensuring peace and progress in the world, if 
only the League could oreate greater confidence, and -
possess greater power for good, ani freedom from 
diplomatio machinations. Now they take·their own 
course, and the world h full of deadly designs and 
daily dread of war. 

RAGHUNATH Row. 

OUR SOUTH AFRICAN LETTER. 
( From Our Own Correapondent. ) 

PRETORIA, Marob 24. 

EDUCATION COMMISSION. 
SINCE my last letter the official announoement of the 
personnel of the Indian Education Commission has 
been made. The Commission is to consiet of the 
four members of the Natal Executive, Messrs. J. 
Dyson (Chairman I, F. C. Hollander, F. W. Fell and 
C: )j'. Clarkson and three members of the Provincial 
Council, Messrs. F. Aoutt, J. A. Lidgett and Pretori­
ous. The new Administrater, Mr. Gordon Watson, 
in his first speech in the Provincial Council on the 
21st inst., regretted the delay in the Commission 
getting to work, which was due to the fact that the 
Executive wished to meet the Union Ministers to get 
certain points in the Agreement elucidated. 
. DURBAN BEACH CONTROL ORDINANCE.. 

The two objectionable clauses of the projected 
treaty are Artioles 7 and 8. They perpatuate the con­
tinuation of the British Army of Occupation (though 
it is provided that it will not constitute an occupation 
.nd will in no way prejudice the sovereign rights of 
"Eg:l'pt), and the services of the British officials w her. 
ever foreigners have to be employed. N &ebas Pasha, 
Sarwat S Sllccessor after the crisis, is said to have 
declared: - . . , - . I The 'Durban Town Council ie promoting an ordi-
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IIIanoe in the Provincial Counoil whioh would oonfer 
"additiooal powers upon the Town Council of the 
Borough of Durban in regard to the Beaoh and Fore. 
Ishore of the Indian Ooean." The draft ordinanoe 
,'does not give the objects and reasons but the sections 
'provide that the Town Counoil may "regulate, oon­
trol and restrict the use of the foreshore by the pub­
:1io"; "presoribe the places where, the times and periods 
'when, and conditions generally upon whioh, persons 
mayor may not bathe on the foreshore"; and "provide 
suoh separate places in respect of Europeans, Colour· 
-eli persons, Asiatics and Natives" and proteot from 
interference safety devioes and life-saving apparatus. 
It is understood that the obiect, at any rate one of the 
object~, of this ordinanoe is that Durban may be 
enabled to safeguard and enhance its attractiveness 
10r visitors. At present, thougn the Town Council 
provides speoial bathing facilities with safety devi­
'(leS at certain oonvenient plaoes, some people 
'Venture to bathe in other and unprotected places 
with the result that occasionally some get drowned 
and the news gets broadcasted, and Durban ge~s an 
'unenviable reputation, which in its turn scares away 
-visitors. Many of these oome from the Tra nsvaal 
wbere racial prejudice is no less strong. The Durban 
'Town Council is, therefore, tiling powers to control 
.bathing, save reckless bathers from the fatal oonse­
.guenoRS of their folly and assure visitors. that their 
ncw prejudices are fully provided for. 

The pride that the 'oitillens of even a third rata 
-town have in their town in South Africa is remark­
..able. Towns are "boomed" and "boosted" and adver­
iised in South Afrios. even as' Nestl6's Milk is or 
Amrutanjan. Durban, for instlJnce, has a regular 

. Publicity Office with the' sole objent of advertising 
Durban, and the faoilities and amenities it offers to 
visitors, induetrialists and people of all kinds. During 
.the Durban season, from June to August, people from 
up-country, even from as far as the Transvaal flock to 
it in great numbers. It is something like the exodus 
·to the hills in India but on .. larger scale. Durban 
beach is a perl'etual oarnival. 

The Indian community have taken strong objec­
tion to the draft ordinance ,on two grounds. The 
first is statutory segregation.' They urge that they 
have never exercised their right to use the swimming 
'baths and bathing enclosures and that they never 
1:80 ve any occasfon to justify statutory segregation. 
The ordinance is, therefore, gratuitous, and will be 
-humiliating and insulting to the Indians. The 
llecond is that not only the bathing enclosures but 
also th~ foreshore, i~cluding the beach drive, might 
be forbIdden to IndIans. That would be an inconve­

, nience for which no justification has been offered. 
, - JOHANNESeURG TRAM SEGREGATION. ' 

In my last letter I mentioned that Indians were 
.civilly disobeying the bye-law segregating Indians 
on Johannesburg trams. Though the passive resis­
ters give their names and addresses to the conductors 
the Municipal authorities have so far not launohed 
prosecutions against the offenders. It is believed that 
the Munioip.Jity apprehends that the law courts 
.might veto the bye-law even as they did 'the Native 
Motor Drivers Ordinance. ' 

TRUSVAAL HAWKERS AND PEDLERS 
ORDINANCE. 

Transvaal is oonsidering yet another ordinanoe 
'agai~ which the Indian ~~mgress is vehemently 
protestIng. It see~s to prohIbIt hawkers and pedlers, 
othe~ th~n dealers 10 fresh vegetables and fruit, from 
trad10g mplacesother than Munioipalities within one 
mile of the premi..es of a general dealer. The justitice.­
"tion urged in its favour is that general dealers have to 
pay a heavy lioense fee, rent suitable premi'ses and 
trade oniy during certain specified hours, whereas the 

hawker or pedler esoapes these obligations. In nlln­
Munioipal areas, like the mofusil, there' is no' 
enough trade to be shared between the general dealer 
and the hawker, with the result that the general dealer 
suffers from the oompetition of the hawker and ped. 
ler. Hence the need to demaroate the sphere of in­
fluence of the two olasses of traders. The Indian 
oase is that though the ordinanoe is of general 
application, it happens that a large number of 
hawkers and pedlere in the Transvaal s.re In. 
dians, who would be hard hit by it. 

DURBAN MAYOR & INDIAN EMPLOYEES. 

Replying to a deputation representing ilie un.:. 
employed of course, among the whi~es""nobody ever 
thinks of other raoes in such matters--the Mayor of 
Durban is reported to have said that he objected to 
the recommendation that some of the Indian and 
Native employees of the Corporation should be dis­
placed by whites and pointed out that the Town 
Council had a duty to perform to the Natives and 
Indians in their employ and the Counoil oould nOt 
ruthlessly dispense with .their servioes, Moreover 
tne displacement would be too oostly fOJ! the Munioi­
pality to bear. 

SMUGGLING INDIANS. 
It is reported that a Portu~ese oa~ from Delago" 

B"y oontaining five Indians wasdisoovered orossing 
the Transvaal border. The Indians were arrestelt 
The Transvaal Indian Congress promptly, denounced 
the smuggling of prohibited immigrants and oalled 
upon the oommunity to refrain from suell practices .• 

SITE FOR TRAINING CoLLEGE. ' 
Tilis projeot has received a setback owing to the 

action of tile Town Counoil. It will be remembered 
that Mr. Saetri requested the Town Counoil of Dur­
ban to lease out for the purposes of the Training Col­
lege and High School a vacant, site of nearly six 
acres, situated next to the Indian Sports Ground and 
in olose prorimity to three schools for Indians, which 
would come in handy as practising sohools for 
teaohers., The site could not be putto any other use. 
All the same, the Council deoided to, grant only two 
acres. Then the Education DeJ)8rtment reoommend. 
ed that at least four acres should be granted foi Mr. 
Sastri's scheme. This recommendation was subse­
quently strongly supported by the Durban, Borough 
Engineer. Whereupon the Counoil in committee re­
commended that something like three' acres should 
bEl' granted. When the matter oame up before the· 
Connoil, the, reoommendation was turned down in 
favour of tile, original grant of two acres. It was 
however an, accident. For in lthe Council of 18 
members, there are quite 10 or 11 members who sup. 
port the grant of the larger area. But on that oriti. 
cal occasion it happened that some of them. were 
absent while all the opponents. were there, and' that 
was how it was lost. Even so, it was lost by ,the 
oasting vote of the Mayor when the division showed 
that six voted on either side. The Mayor, had ,him­
self voted for Mr. Sastri in the first instanoe, but 
when it resulted in a tie, he followed the (lonstitu • 
tional principle of th~ casting vote being cast in 
favour of the statU8 quo. It is likely that Mr. Sastri 
and the communHy will decide, to aocept the two 
acres and start the buildings in the hope thall on a 
future occasion, when the matter can again be brought 
np before the Town Counoil, the grant will be, sup..­
plemented. 

DR. MALAN ON REPATRIATION: 
Replying to Senator Sir Walter Stanford's queS­

tion as to how the Indian' Agreement was working 
from the South African point of view, Dr:· Malan is 
reported to have said that it was working extremely 
well. There was a record number of repatriates 
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.during the year 1927, as many as 3,250 Indians .. ' In 
January last about 700 Indians left the country. It 
is significant that Dr. Malan made no referenoe' to 
the upIiCtment part of the Agreement and how it 
worked. r s that of no interest from the South Afri­
can p. int of view? 
- INDIANS IN NORWOOD. 

. An important judgment was delivered in the 
Transvaal Supreme Court conoerning the right of In­
dians residing in Norwood. The Court found that 
Norwood was a private township owned by the Nor­
wood Land and Investment Company who sold 
bUilding sites in the estate to the publio on condition 
"that no coloured persons other than servants will 
be allowed to occupy .lots." Some Indians were, 
however, living and carrying On business in a lot on 
the estate. Another oompany, the North·Kastern 
Districta Association, also owned sites in Norw(>od 
and an adjacent township. They were opposed to 
Indians and other coloured people living in Nor­
wood in: oontravention of the conditions of title of 
the sites. And they filed a suit to oompelthe Nor­
wood Company to comply with those oonditions. 
The Court granted the applioation.· This will result 
in the eviotion of Indians from Norwood even though 
they have been ·inoCQupation for tan or fifteen year •. 
The Indian community is naturally agitated over it. 
The difficulty is that the township is a privata one and 
one does not know how to prevent suoh bodies from 
inserting anti-Assiatio clauses in their sale·deeds and 
how to neutralise them when made. 

OUR.U. P. LET';l'ER. 
! From Our Own Correspondent.) 

ALLAHABAD. April·13. 
IMPENDING MINISTRJAL CRISIS. 

ON the lsst day of the last· session of our Counoil 
a statement was made, on behalf of the two Hindu 
Minister., defining their attitude vis a vis the Simon 
Commission, whioh hee been oommended by several 
'newspapers in the country for its straightforwardness. 
Their attitude may be summed up in the phrase 
.' information but no co-operation.' Rai Raje­
Ehw~r Bali, the Senior Minister, declared that while 
the Ministers would not refuse any information de­
manded by the Government of India, he and bis col· 
league would abide by the decision of the Council 
and would not co-operate with the Commission. The 
Muslim Minister, who vLted against the boycott mo-

• tion,refused to deolare his policy even when ques­
tioned on the tubjrot and preferred to stick t6 his 
seEt. I learn from ",hat appears to be a reliable 
ECUlce that the Governcr wiII now dlmand the nsig­
-nations of the two Hineu Ministers who have in­
curred the wrath of the powers that be by their neutra­
lity on the resolution of boycott of the Simon 
COnimifsion, which was passed by the Counoil by a 
.bare majority on February 25. Soon atter the Coun­
oil's vote His Excellency was ~ummoned to Delhi 
by the Viceroy and, it is pre~umed, must hav~ receiv­
ed his instructions on the subject. He had been 
waiting for so long, perhaps becauEe he did not 
·wllnt to give the Council a ohance to prontunce its 
·verdict on his choice of Ministers before he had got 
some work c;ut of tbrm. 1 he first and forerro~t task 

. before the new Ministry 111 ill be the dispatches of the 

.lecsl GCovenment to the Govflnment of India on 
• the question offurther con.titutional reforms. So His 

Excellency had "rEasonable grounds" for not giving 
the C(uncilan oppOltunity to (mbansss his &ppointees 
who are likely to ·be only such persons as wculd 
sign any pspers put before thlm, except of ccurse 

,their own death warrants. This business of sending 
the dispatches will pot be Conr till AUBust next and 
~t:is JUDJLured in well-infqm£d circles that His 

Exoellency does not intend to summon a Oounoil­
session tiIl that time, so that there might be a Parlia­
mentary recess of five months or more. A constitu. 
tlon which allows such wide powers to the Governor 
is a meekery of responsible government and does 
not stand in need of any further oondemnation. How­
ever, onoe these dispatches are sent up, the Governor 
will not mind a bit if the whole Ministry topples 
down. It appears almost certain that one of the port­
folios wiII be entrusted to Raja Jagallnath Baksh Sin­
gh who till a few days ago was a member and deputy 
leader of the Nationalist party, which virtually is the 
Opposition in the Council, but has since found some 
special renson to resign his membership and deputy 
leadership of the party. He along with the party 
voted in favour of the boycott of the Commission in' 
Council and also spoke at publio meeti ngs deolar­
ing for the Commission hoycott, but he would now 
apparently accept a Ministership when others have 
had to resign on this very issue I The other Hindu, 
Minister, if rum,·urs are to be gi\"en any credence,. 
would either be Raja Bahadur Kushalpsl Singh or' 
Raja'KaIicharan Misrs, both of whom have always. 
been frank and open worshippers of the white gods, 
the former more ardent and active than the latter. 

The Counoil has adjourned sine dip, muoh to the 
relief of the ocoupants of the offioial' benches, speoi­
ally the incompetent ones who would not have found 
places there if the Government were really respcnsi. 
,ble to the people and if they were not able to mani-­
pulate votes with the aid of the official bloo, com­
munal representatives and those of the so-called' 
.special interests or even if the guiding spirit of the· 
administration were not so illiberal. The last seB-­
sion was held in the new Council House whioh has 
oostthepoor t&llpayer no lessthan·Rs. 30 lakhs and·' 
has been financed from a loan misoalled the United' 
Provinoes Development Loan. The new building is a 
huge pile,providing enough acoommodation and con­
venienoes for the Members, Secreteriesand numerouS'. 
other functiOn!· ries of Government as if the tox. 
payer exists only to toil for providing the comforts of 
tPs high and mighty. His eduoation is held up,_ 
J5anitation is not improved, medical relief oannot be 
adequately provided, rural development must wait,. 
agrioultural and industrial reorganization is not pro­
gressing and oommunications have to starvs--all for 
want of funds, but the Government must indulge in 
suoh luxuries I Truly has a western philosopher re­
marked that to give precedenoe to luxuries over neces­
sities is a sign of barbarism. The architectural 
beauty cf the structure is. unquestionable, but the 

. acoustics of the Council Cham ber are abominable. If 
a mEmber speaks loudly, eohoes from the high dome­
create a medley of sounds; if he lowers bis voice to­
such an extent as not to create an echo he cannot be 
heard even by those sitting near him. A less preten-­
tious building at a 'much smaller oost would have· 
served the purpose b£tter. All the camp offices of 
Government aDd offices of the departmental heada,_ 
Secretaries, De~uty Secretaries, Ministers and execu­
tive counoillors and the rooms provided for the oon­
venience of CouDoil members and the prellS, have­
barely filled the upper floor, and the whole of the­
]Cower story lies unfurnished and untenant-d, proba­
bly to be used 8S an argument for the transfer of yet; 
anoth~r big office from Allaha bad (the dejure capital) 
to Lucknow (the de facto capital). The ('lUX of the­
situation is tbat besides other reactionary elEments 
that are cc mmon to all (kuncils under the present 
constitlJtion Lur Ccuncil-brcause Ihis is a landlord. 
ridden province--consists predominantly of landEd 
magnatn who easily succumb to the blandisbments-· 
of cfficials. Therell re (ur Gonrnment can afford to.. 
go its own way "'ithc.ut cuing for the opinion of the 
intelligentsia. 
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i 'CHINESE OONSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 

• MODERN DEMOCRACY IN CHINA. ByMIN(]' 
CHIEN JOSHUA BAU. (The Commercial Press, 
Ltd., Shanghai) 1927. 8~ x 5J.i.pp. 467. $2.00. 

· To Indian politioians engaged at present in drafting 
a Swaraj Constitution, this essay at reconstrllotion of 

-the Chinll5e Constitution ought to prove of engrossing 
interest and of no small practioal help. If only they 
will take up the book, there is no fear of their layinl!' 
it aside without imbibing muoh· needed instruction On 

· thorny problems like the Federal V8. Unitary Gov­
ernment, the Cabinet vs. Presidential sy stem, a uni-

· cameral V~. bi-camerlll Parliament, and so forth, which 
are vexing us so much at the p :esent moment; but 

· the danger is that the average politioian will turn up 
his contemptuous nose at any book dealing with and 

-coming from China, whioh, being in the grip of war 
and civil strife, serves rather as a warning -than an 

· example b countries like India desirous of treading 
the constitutional p~th. The truth however is thnt 
such a large mass of useful literature is iSsuing from 
China to-day in spite of its disturbed conditions that, 

· compared to it, India, though enjoying a stability 
unknown to Chin&, may be said to be suffering from 

· a severe literary famine. The psges of the present 
· journal itself are a witness to the stirrings of new life 
and ocmstructive thought, alike in politics, economios, 
philosophy and eduoation. Indiane may well take a 
leaf out of tbe Chinese book' and apply their minds 
1I9riously to the problems before them, offering solu­
tions of their own, such as Dr. Bau does in the 
present work; but {he least they can do is to pay un­
prejudiced and assiduous attention' to publioations 
that are being poured out in a oontinuous stream from 
.china. Bau's·"Modern Democracy" is not the least 
· serviceable of such publications. 

In the first part of the book, which covers just 
· one-third of the whole, recent Chinese history is set 
·~t with tUg author's critical interpretation, which 
itsel f is good value for the price of the book; but 

-o:ltside China, and particularly in India ~ at this 
moment, the reader will be tempted to skip tbi~ po •• 

·tion and pass on to the next where the problems 
described in the earlier portion are further analysed 
and answers attempted to each on~ oUhem. He who 

,does so will necessarily miss the historioal back •. 
ground and be unable correctly to appreciate the 
solutions proposed, for the solutions are in every case 
olosely related to the existing conditions in China. 
Yet the discllssions of the rival systems, which are 
well.documented Ilnd quite ample, will not tail to 
give to a fairly receptive mind a number of· useful 
hints. The author has worked the zesults of his 
researohes into a draft -COnstitution, but we would 
ourselves value the book more for the discussions 
than for the concrete ideas adopted by him in 
constructing a syate !l of constitutional 'government 
for China. . 

Dr. Bau has a decided' prefe1'8noe for' the presi'; 
,.(Ientlaf over the' oabiliet system and lor "the unita'tY'· 

SECTION. 
over the federal system, and the main reason for it is 
that Ohina is in need 9f a strong oentral government •. 
The Cabinet system more quiokly respoads to changes' 
in publio opinion, and the Presidentifll System is, as ' 
Br10e has well put it, built more for safety than for 
speed; and safety being the first requisite of China,­
Dr. Bau plumps for the latter in ,preferenoe to the·· 
former. The defeot inherent in the presidential sys­
tem, viz. its inability to bring about a Hpeedy adjust. 
ment of confliot between the exeoutive and the legis­
lature he would partially remedy by investing the 
President with the power of ,dissolution, whioh the 
President of' tle United States does not possess. 
Another reason for disosrding the Cabinet system in 
favour of tbe Presidential system, is that. the former 
"requires special and almost ideal conditions ( a two­
party system, &c. ) for best results", While the latter 
"oan operate under normal oonditions without speoial 
requirements." Though for the Presidential system 
a two-party Parliament is not neoessarily required, 
the author deems it neoessary to give the warning • 
that "both systems need the extra.legal institution of 
political parties (in a highly evolved oondition) to 
give it. (the exeoutive I dynamio foroe.and har­
mony." 

Equally strongly and for the same reason does 
our author favour the unitary' system ooncentratlng 
all the powers in the oentral go,<;ernment with' only 
delegated powers for the provinoes.The . federal sys­
tem is supposed to be more conduoive 'to the growth 
oflocal autonomy, but Dr. Bau maintains on the oon:' 
trary that the unitary system may in fact be more 
favourable to local self-government inasmuch as the 
Cantral government oan at its will' t1elegate a large 
degree of power to provinces and localities, whereas 
under the federal system the p lwers ~:enumerated . to 
the ptO~ incial or local governments being fixed, there 
is no possibility of such powers being extended. Thus 
it happens that New Zealand under the unitary system 
enjoys wider local autonomy thaI[ Canada under 
the federal system. All that has· to be done 
under unitary constitutions in order to guarantee 
local autonomy is to provide a jiberal delegation 
of powers in the constitution. Dr.· Bau however pro~ 
poses that in Chinu, where 'centralisation is very • 
muoh to be dasired, the provincial Lellislature should 
oocupy a definitely subordinate position, the legis.!a­
tion passed by it being subjeot to. the . approval. 
of the President and repeal by the national Legisla­
ture. Under the federal system a bicameral Legisla. 
ture is usually found necessary, while under the 
Cabinet system a unioameral legislature, or at any 
rate a legislature with one house subordinated to 
another, is essential. China, however, which, accord­
ing to Dr. Bau. is suited for the unitary. system on 
the one hand and the presidential system on the 
other, should have, .he proposes, a bicl)IIlerat legiSla­
ture, but he does not think that the two houses should 
have Do-ordinate and oo-equal pOwers. : lie is on the 
wlioie in favbU:r' of having a sec!OIUJ' ChamberoRtha" 
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ame footing as the British House of Lords after the 
Aot of 1911, avowedly auxiliary to the first Chamber. 

It is most interestjng to study Dr. Bau's pro­
posals.in regard to the franchise. He oondemns pro­
perty qualifioation as essentially undemooratio and 
advooates the imposition of a very low educational 
qualifioation, viz.' elementary education or the ability 
to .read a Chinese newspaper or the text of the Con­
stitution of Chins. But only a part' of the members 
should, he proposes, be eleoted by the general ele­
ctorats and the others indirectly through electoral 
oalleges composed of village elders and heads of in­
stitutions. The Chinese President also, he suggests, 
/lhould baelected, not by the Legislature as in France 
or by the' people as in the United States. but by an 
electoral. college. He is:of course not removable from 
office on a no-confidence motion, and· has therefore 
to be given the power of suspensive veto over acts 

• of the Legislature, and also the power, in case of 
disagreement with the legisiature in regard to bud. 
get proposals, of oarrying on the government on 
last year's budget, as in Jap&n. He is, -unlike the 
United States Constitution, to be given the power 
of dissolution so . as to seoure for him the leader. 
ship of the government. 

We would again repeat that this work is for us 
in India more useful for the examination of the rival 
systems of oonstitutional government that it oon­
tains than for its own recipe. though in regard to the 
latt~r the b~ok shows much deep thought behind 
every proposal it makes. The lauguage of the book 
is very clear and flowing but betrays a certain 
amount of unfamiliarity in the writer. Cf." glibby" 
(p. 160) ; " dissatisfactory" ( p. 211 ); "impractioal" 
(p. 212 ) ; "rights should not be deprived" ( p. 340 ); 
"this step is inoosiderate of the capacity of the 
Chinese for self-government,"; "the executive: his. 
eleotion and powers"; _ and so on. There are also a 
number of misprints, but the book, in spite of this, 
like all the other publications of the Commeroial 
Press, i. nicely got up. We would strongly com­
mend it to the attention of our statesmen who have 
an aptitude for constructive thought. 

v. 

THE RUSSIAN EXPERIMENT .. 
THE MIND AND FACE OF' BOLSHEVISM. 

By RENE FULOP-MILLER.. (G. P. Putnam's 
Sons, Ltd" Iiondon.) 1927. 10% x 6%. pp. 308. 
• 21s. 

IT is a big book. The editio'n is excellent: good 
paper, go?d print and most valuable illustrations. 
I, would like to dra.w the attention of the reader par­
tl~ularly to those lliustrations: for the unprejudioed 
mmd they tell a tale more impressive and in some 
cas~s also l!10re correct than the written ohapters. 
Then great Importanoe is recognised by the author 
himself,. when he says in his introduotioIl: "Much 
of what 1. fixed on the plates is unique and oan never 
happen again. In all its extraordi nariness it is ai­
!eady a part ?f hi~tory. In this sense many of the 
IllustratIOns m ·thls book can be regarded as priceless 
historioal documents. .... . , 

The aim of the book is .. to save Bolshevism 
from .. narrow, utilitarian politioal criticism, and to 

show it in its true light as a momentons problem or 
oivilis&tion as a whole." And indeed, Mr. Fulop­
Miller has done much "to show Bolshevism in its 
true light." He commands a great power of observa' 
tion and description. Some of his chapters make the 
impression of a kind of mentai photography. But· 
just because of this photographioal truthfulness it 
is questionable if he has ,. saved" Bolshevism from 
anything The pioture he draws is horrible enough •. 
I do not think t.hst any .. narrow utilitarian politi. 
cal oriticism" could give a less favourable impres­
sion about the Bolshevistio rule than does FiilOp.· 
Miller. It may be that for the reader who does not 
know the country, the picture is mBrred through the 
highly prejudioe~ desoriptions of pre-war Russia. 
This astounding misrepresentation of Russia as it· 
was, a wrong perspeotive and the identification of the 
Russian people with the Bolsheviks are the negative 
sides of the book. 
. The reader must aiways keep in mind that the 
Bolsheviks are but a party, forming about 1J.1l% of 
the population of Russia. If we allow 10% for their 
passive supporters, we have the rest of about 88%, 
who hate the Bolsheviks thcroughly, in fact muoh 
more th&n they ever hated the old regime, whioh WBII 
bad enough. A ny foreigner, who visits Russia now­
a-days, though he may be able to speak Russian, 
does neither see nor hear anything of these 88% for 
the simple reason, that they take the greatest oare 
not to be seen or heard by any unknown person. To 
speak with an outsider has so frequently proved diso 
astrous, that every body who values his life beware! 
of doing it. Therefore it is also true about Fiilop~ 
Miller: he has seen much, but there is still more, that 
he has not seen. To take an example, he has most 
splendid desoriptions of mass-festivals. But It is just 
" the mass," by which observers are so frequently 
misled. At all great revolutionary festivals "the 
orowd" is there right enough. No doubt, thAY shout 
with joy. with hatred, with enthusiasm just as it h 
expected from them. And yet-foven here we have a 
.. yet ", • . 

There is a great' lack of work in Bolshevistio 
Russia. In Moscow alone there were in the autllm n 
of 1927 over 196,000' qualified Iln,mployed workers. 
not to speak about the large masses of those who 
have no speoial qualifioation. It is incredibly hard 
to get a job and hot less hard to -keep it. There 
are periodioal " ch~nges .. or .. retrenchments," when 
a part. of the workers are replaoed, by others, or 
simply sent off. This" re~lacing" of one set of 
workers by another set is a wise policy of the au­
thorities, as the reader can see for himself from 
some extraots of a letter from Moscow, written duro 
ing the big festivities in honour of the first deoade 
of Bolshevistio rule, in Ootober 1927, whioh loan­
not help quoting; it is a letter written by a man 
who was one of the' prominent revolutionaries duro 
ing the time of the last Czar . 

Yes, the festivities in honour or" tbe Ootober revolu­
tion are very imposing indeed, a~ least in the streets. To­
that will 'testify. aooordiDg 1.0 truth. all the foreigners 
prescnt in Moscow. Walking about in prooessioDs give. 

-u_ one more ohance to get tbe benefits of a government job~ 
in an offioe or in a factory. The Dert day .. eoonomy •• 
will be praotised on 800 ;unt of thOle. who were absent. 
And we walk about in the streets and squares of 'Mosoow 
quite II freewilly" and U gladly." In order to have 1ibe 
right to work we mess the dir~ of the roads under the 
shadow of red banners and hatefuloatchwords, In order' 
Dot to be lert without bread we keep desperately to our 
jobs alid try hard not to oade our plaoe 1;0 thOle 12nem­
ploya! labourers, who expect to get it after the nest u re~­
trenobment.'· Amongst t 18 columns of the factory worker. 
nine-tenths take part in tb8' manlfestationa just &. we­
do-out of dread before the DeIt 'cbange.· 

These few lines give some idea about "the IIl8BSo 
who roars with one voice, " _ at every big streef;.per-· 



tormanoe. Beoause of ,this laok of understanding, 
- this too matter-of-faot oonoeption of all things ~een 

and hoard many exoellent descriptions whioh we 
find in th~ book, lose a part of their value. 

Another thing to be mentioned i~ the wrong per­
spective. Out of 15 ohapters 5 are devoted to art. 
One gets the impression that arohitecture, poetry. 
musio, theatre have a most important part in every-

, day life of Bolshevistio Russia. In faot, these things 
do not matter at all, exoept for a small group of 
Bolshevistio intelligentsia in big towns, ~oh as 

, MOIlOOW, Petrograd, Charko~. 
Sev~ral pages of the book are painful to read. 

They show an absolute inability to disoriminate 
between positive and negative phenomena of the spi­
ritual life of the Russian people. Ugly supersti-

,tions, entirely harmless divination games and deep 
religious experiences are all treated in the same 
way and thrown in one heap. In the ehapter about 
sectarianism all seots are mentioned in one breath. 
There are soarcely any hints about their respeotive 
significance in Russian life. Many of them have 
not more than a few adherents, e. g. the Jehovists, 
FUe.Baptists, etc. Others, lae the Khlysty" with 
predominantly sexual and erotic tendencies, " whioh 
also were never widely lspread. had lost every in­
fluenoe long before the revolution took plaoe. It 
is strange that big groups, ~uch as the follower. 

·,of Tolstoy, are not mentioned at all. It is muoh 
,too easy a tbing to pick out abnormalities, whioh 

naturally will be found in a nation as big as the 
Russian, and to point to Bolshevism as the natural 
-development of such abnormalities. Russians be­

,fore the war were neither as oorrupt nor as mad, 
,as Mr. Fiilop-Miller describes them. It i~ al~o 
amazing to hear, that a~,whole third (I) of the people 
were sectarians. I do not know, from whence the 
author has got this information; but what I do 
know is that one could live in"different parts of Rus-

, sia for years together, without" ever so much as meet­
ing a seotariau. Particularly people like the Khlys­
ty and Skoptsy, which, according to FUlop-Miller, 

. "eoon spread over the whole of Russia .. one oould 
;see only if one wanted to -make a special study of. 
them and went in search of them. 

Out of proportion is also the popularity of Lenin, 
,.as described'by the author. He was no doubt a pro­
minenl figure, but the Russian people (1 do not speak 
about the Bolshevistio intelligentsia) never spoke 
about" Lenin" but always about" Lenin and Trot­

'.sky" linking them both together and by no means 
magnifying the importance of Lenin. It was also not 
Lenin who made the revolution in Russia. That 
was made earlier without him ; it had to oome infalli­
bly, as the natural result of a rotten system of gov­
,ernment. Lenin merely stepped in, when the place 
of government was left praotically empty. But once 

'having assumed power. he proved indeed able to ' 
keep it. By what means, that is another question. 
At any rate there is no doubt, that under his rule 
many more people have lost their lives than under 

,the rule of all the Czars taken together. 
particularly mislea-ling is the chapter "The 

,Katorga-then and now." The kind of Katorga (penal 
servitude) described before the period of the Bolsheviks 
ceased to exist after the death of Nikolaus I, that is, 

,about 80 years ago. Later on the political prisoners 
,had a better position than the criminal ones, while 
, in Bolshevistic Russia the favoured part are the cri­
minals. FUlop-Miller also does not choose to notice 

'the enormous difference between stern laws and 
,terror. Under the Bolsheviks, you may be absolute • 
.ly inaotive in politics, but that does by no means 
,guarat:ltee the safety of your neck. UDder the Czars 
,"!iellth s~n~eqge.w!lS gtvenQnly for politicaL murder, and 

j;here "as always SOlIlesor.t Qf a iucl.~\1,i.ll.l ~ig.,l. Un­
der the Bolshevi)ts, howe"er, t,here }s'~ealli-sent,ence 
for anything imaginable. Just pemg labelled 1\8 ·a 
.. contra-revolutionary" is quite suil;icient to be P\1t 
to death. (One of the many thousands of J!J:Bmple.e)s 
the murder of the prince Dolgoruky and 19 others "Uh 
him in June 1927.) There is either no ~ial "t all, or' a 
mook tri"l, or a !j1:age-trial, the lat~er being )lsed 
mostlyiti. big oities f;req)lerited by for~igners... L'h~e 
is ,also .the bO.l'1ible .thing of ,the 1I0:o,alled ~go­
vaya porulta, " i. e. if the m"n )Vho A!'s to be klll~d 
cannot be fou!ld, ,his )Vife is ta!ten."ni! # s,he an.d b.pr 
children bave diS/loppe"red;he~ mq~her or "protAA1. pr 
any Qther rell\tive8 are l\augh.t ,,,n~ shqt. ~9t:b~l'g 
1 ~.e tlla:t XV!'8 \lve,r h!\~rd 9f in 'pr!!"Y":~r ~'W.sla. 

In the ohapter headed" DUteraoy and the New 
Eduoation " one ,is taken aback by ~oh statements 
as : ..... in 1897 out of every 1000 male Russians •.• 
318 persons oould read and write; by 1918 this figure 
had risen to 394 ... The improvement in elementary 
education was .thus not pa,r.ti,culady IUIIAt, but it 
must be remembered thllt ~e ,llovj.qi; ,Gov~rnm.el\t ll,ad 
only been ,in power for" year or t"o, "hen 'the ,ee­
cond census W,tlS t"ken." Well. lIVh,el\ t)le secolld 
census was taken, the Soviet Gove,rnmen,t had not 
been in power at all as everybody )l:I\Ows. The Bol­
sheviks established their rule oqiy iii. Oo.tober 1917.,in 
a very small par,t qf ;Bullsia. p~actioally only between 
Petrtigrad and Moso,ow.lt )v/1oIIJonly',after,,19~O-:2l ~'hat 
they became ,the ~lerli'. of 'a gI:~8ter 'p';r~ qf ~ussiB. 
Therefore, to say ,the least,.it 1s strangeth,at SUlID a 
serious author as Fiilop-Mil,ler considllrs ,the improve­
ment upon the position in 1918 to ,'be'a mertt of the 
Bolsheviks. ' It is an exoellent policy, when writing 
a book, to be iniparti81 to the presenl;.day rulers of 
Russia, but it would be only fair to show the same 
impartiality also to the former rulers. This double 
impartiality is sadly laoking in FUlop-Miller's work, 

Notwithstanding the above-mentioned draw­
baoks, the book is undoubtedly worth' ,eading. The 
first chapter "The Collective :.Man" is a most ,foroeful 
and able description of one of the .fundamentals of 
Bolshevistik faith. As the author justly observes • 
Bolshevism is .. a new religion "., .. 'rhe C'lllective 
Man" is "the impersonal mass into which the whole 
of the still differentiated society of individual person~ 
alities is to be uan'sformed.'" Acoor.din~ to the 
historians and sooiologists of Bolshevism' the dis­
solution of all individuals in the tnsss-manmustbe 
the ultimate and highest goal of all endeavour." TIle 
materialist visionaries "see their goal in'the very 
r~verse of SOJI development; in the mortification of 
the inner man, in the raising of external' oommon 
action to a higher power, and in a purely mechani­
cal coherence of the many for joint activity." 

In the chapter on "The Philosophy of BQlshevism,' , 
the author expounds the desire of the new rulers to 
"bolshevize scienc~," ~or, according to them, science 
must be controlled by polii;ips. ',Ev~rybody who 
wishes to devote himself to scienti,fio 'research. must 
have a materialistic training, to' protect'Jilm from 
the danger of being led astray 'towards -"phy~ical or 
physiological idealism". Reason is only' "an insigni­
ficant part of natnre." All idealism "is as false 
and dangerous as religion." l'herefore its expound­
ers must be made harmless. This ideological point 
of view of the Bolsheviks was formulated olearly 
only aftar they came to power. As a result of suoh 
ideas many University professors of European re­
putation "were faoed with the alternative of' either 
leaving Russia immediately'; .• or beooming oonverted 
to the new notions of materialistic philosophy." To 
the credit of the professors it may ,be said that, with 
very few exceptions, they preferred the hardships and 
distress of exile to the violation of their conscience_ 

: " . ." I ."','.;":: U."-,! 
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But not only the men bf science but artists as 
well had to confonn to politics. Lenin's watchword 
"art must serve propaganda" has placed art, like 
science, in a servile position. "Everything acci­
dental and incalculable was to be rooted out and re­
placed by a national organisation of the material." 
It is intereeting to re~d FUlop-Miller's description 
of the "M oDument of the Mschine." It is a pity 
that he considers "love of the "machine" to be a 
Russian feature. Russians, as a people, have never 
had the slightest veneration for" machines." Just 
beoBuse it was' against the current ideals, the Bol· 
slieviks became "dreamers of technique." Revolution, 
not evolution, is their ideal, and also the mai n fea 
ture of their mentality. In !mother place the author 
says himself: "Tbe 'dictat, rship of the proletariat 
does not represent ,the productive organisation of new 
society, but merely a part of the struggle to arrive 
at this' .•. Therefore tbe age of Bolshevism -is not a 
self-oontained historical period. " " 

Correct in an essentials is the chapter about the 
propagandist theatre, though Mayerhold • nd V skh­
tangov'are by DO means products of Bolshevism­
they were weU-'known already 'befd're the war. 

Poetry'doesnot esoape the common fate: it hss 
to be "mechanized" like everything else. "HowAver 
much opinions (in Bolshevistic' circles) may differ 
on whether poetry is better written by teonnical, 
physiologioalor chemical methods, there is complete 
certainty that poetry, has nothing' whatever to do 
with intuitigp,. endowment or talent, for these are 
~ourgeoi8 and cou nter-revohitionary prejudices." That 
18 a splendid sample of Bolshevistic reasoning about 
poetry I If we add to that the words of the commu­
nist Vorovsky about the immoderate zeal of "the 
censorship, wbich in its judgments allows itself to 
be strongly led by narro... views of party politics", 
then we can imagine something about the condition, 
in whioh poets and writers have to work. No won· 
der, that nine-tenths of them have sought refuge in 
other oountries, and that the readers in Russia re­
fuse to read the works of the meohanized re­
'VolutiQnary facts. 

Further, we read about Bolshevik music, 
There are quoted some very oharacteristic words of 

, Lenin; wnile listening to tbe "Appasionatea," he 
said : .~ I cannot listen to music often, it affects my 
nerves" I want to say amiable stupidities and stroke 
the heads'of people who can create such beauty.!n a 
filthy hell. But to.day is not the time to stroke 
people's hpads. To-day hands descend to split skulls 
opan, split them open ruthlessly Although opposition 
to all violence is our ultimate ideal-it is a hellishly 
hard task." 

The description of "the Rebirth of Russian M ysti' 
cism" is quite acceptable. But the author does not make 
it olenr that "Orthodoxy" is !,pfaot identical with the 
Church of Tikhon and has absolutely, nothing to do 
with the "Living Churoh" or any other such like 
Bolshevistio efforts. Besides, all theoretical thea­
'logi~al doctrines, may they be represented by the 
Imiaslavei, or Imaiboroi, have1n reality no influence 
on the people. The revival of the Russian Churoh 
will certainly not come through them, but through 
the blood of the well-nigh numberless martyrs, who 
have lost their lives, for the sake of their faith, dur-
ing the last ten years. ' ' 

Fiilop-Miller writes: "In Russia a world is aris­
ing without personal joy in life, with pictures with­

,out colour, music without harmony. with an outlook 
on life lacking the inner support of the spirit, a 
meohanized world whioh in future will oontain 
nothing but soulless' maohines." That is a gloomy 
picture. But as in the Church, so also in political 
Ilnd social life of • nation, purifioation comes 

through trials, sufferings and saorifices,. and onl;F 
after purification can oome freedom. Russia has. 
suffered and still suffers much. If only site will en-' 
dure, there is some hope, that a dBY of new life and 
true freedom will dawn for her in the near future. 

A.IRBE. 

THE CHORCH AND WEALTH. 
RELIGION AND THE RISE OF CAPITALIS M •. 

By R.H. TAWNEY. (John Murray, London.) 
1927. 8% x 5~. pp. 339. lOs 6d. 

As Bishop Gore says in the prefatory note," we· 
have watched the modern battle between zealous. 
mediaevalists impugning the Reformation a9 deeply, 
responSIble for the sins of modern industrialism, and 
no less zealous Protestants rebutting the charge or 
throwing it back." Hence the interest of such books 
as Mr Tawney's. It is not the first on the market;. 

, it is even heavily indebted to M"x Weber, Troeltsch". 
Sombart and others, but it is the most interesting we 
have ever read on the subjeot. Nor does the bty Ie 
entirely acoount for the pleasant character of the· 
reading: we were glad to note the energetio flow ot 

. the sentenoe which brought back t~ our mamory the, 
orisp manner of the professor and. the picturesque 
pharases whioh bring on in smooth sucoession film­
like tableuJ: of the variegated details of an epooh .. 
But what we appreoiated most is the synthetio taleDi. 
whioh can summarize them in a few lines and throw 
into bold relief the leading idea or praotioe of a cen­
tury so that there be no uncomfortable need of dis-­
entangling them from this vast store of historical 
erudition which might otherwiee prove hopelessly 
dazing. . ' 

We shall not quarrel with the author on one or' 
other detail of his etudy of the mediaeval background. 
His main objeot is indeed to 8auge the doctrine of 
the Reformers' creed and the practice of the Reform­
ation. There is nothing in the Reformels' creed 
that can be made responsible for the evils of modern 
industrialism; they continued' on sochl ethics the 
traditional teaching, and Calvin was the boldest when 
he stood out for a moderate interest On loans. But on, 
the other hand, is not tbe Reformation responsible for' 
having developed that very individu,.lism which W!l& 
to break through all the restrainteot social ethics and 
very soon to ,find even a justific~tion for the selfish 
capitalist? Did not the tenet of private judgment a8 
sole interpreter in faith matters pave the way to 
private interest as sole rule of commeroial morality? 
Was not the revolt against Church authority bound 
to make easy the revolt against any other restraint 't 
Tbe Reformers of course never had any olear fore­
sight of what was to happen, nor did they realise the 
bearing of tbe deep hlrrowing economiu activity of' 
the times and it would be unfair til chBrge them 
with evils they did not foresee. But we regret the 
author has not stressed to our satisfaction thie in- .. 
direct influence of a philosophical and re­
ligious principle in the humbler realm of eoonomio ' 
activity. 

We must however keep wen in mind that the· 
capitalistic evoluti. ,n is not a monopoly of Protes­
tant oountries, and that the movement may be traced 
to the pre-Reformation renod. But in Protestant' 
countries, in a more particular' way in England,. 
which the author sutdies with more details, the pace 
was hUlTied on partly because of success in commer­
cial enterprise, p"rtly because of new Church condi-· 
tions. "The 800ial teaching of the Churoh of England' 
had ceased to count becau-e the Church had oeased' 
to think." "From the beginning of the last quarter' 
of the sixteenth oentury ecclesiastioe.1 authorities. 
wbo attempted to ellforoe traditional morality bad to. 
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_okon with a temper whioh denied their right to out of a Persian work" that he speoially got for .his 
~xeroise any jurisdiotion atall, above all, any jurisdio- purpoee;' He wanted to .master Sanskrit SO" that he· 

·:tion interfering with economio matters." And' there might dive into the'Hindu soriptureS' themselves, but .. ' 
should be no surprise expressed that the Church of the progress he made. therein was :not appreoiable •. 
England should not have been more effeotive in While staying· at Patna he turned his 'attention to 

, giving inspiration and guidanoe during the "Indus- Muslim laws and oustoms and oolleoted muoh valu­
trial Revolution"; "it did not give it beoause it did able information. Thus Marshall's plaoe in Indian 

"not possess it,' history is that of a pioneer Oriental scholar. It is 
I ,In short, noteworthy, that before his death he managed 

·qTh. q.a1ily in mod.rn oooi •• I .... biob i. mo ••• hor~ly to get together a library·of printed ,books in Arabio 
..... ppo •• d to tho t ••• bing •• orib.d to 'h. Found.r of the and Persian. and· it was a, pity" that. his useful 
Chri.tian F .iI" Ii •• d •• p.r .han .h. exo.ptiooal failure. labours were all ',too soon out off by an .epidemio 
and abnoMal f.Ili •• ag.inst .. biob ori'ioi.m i. mo .. oom- whioh oa,'ried h. im. away along, with several oth. ~r 
mODI,. direoted. [t oODsisss in 'be assumption, aooep~ed 
by mo.I raformo .. witll hardly 1 •• 8 Daiv.' •• ban by .h. . Englishmen who were then at .Balasore, 
.d.f.nd ... of tbo •• tablish.d ord.r, th. a .. ainment of The book under review is an edition of the notes 
,ma.orial rioh.s is '~o supr.mo obj.ct of hum.n endoavour and observations of Marshall contained in two Mss . 
. aDd th; fh.at oriterion of human suooess .•• • Compromise 
-io a. impo •• ibl. b.t .... n tho Church of Cbrist and the preserved in the Library of the British, Museum" but 
idolMry of w •• It~, whioh i •• h. praotioal religion of, the material has been thoroughly overhauled by the 
oapitali •• ,oei •• i ••. a. it wao bot .... on 'bo Ohurch and . editor. The jottings made by Marshall coverin>\' the 

I tho S,ate idolatry of the Roman Empir.... first four years of his life in India; ( 1668~1672) are 
: 'Capitalistio evolution is a phenomenon which develop- found in the Mss. in I/O haphanrd mannell with no 

'. ed outside the Church and against the teaching of sort of order either of subjeot mattez or of any othm:. 
, ' the Church; it grew more rapidly and assumed a Besides the original notes are suoh that.' in m!lny 
'. more acute oharacter in the nations as they became . cases special annotations are necesnry for the 
· saturated with religious indifferentism. The R,form- modern reader. The publicstion of the, original Mss. 
• ers preaohed no capitalistio dootrines: but they .as they were would have served no useful purpo~e 
"turned the Chi istian C!1I1roh whioh is a soobl and Dr. Khan' has done wisely in roarranging the 
' organism into an individualisstio conoern; the over, material acoording to subject· matter, dividing the 

emphasised individualism naturally drifted into self- book into thirteen chapters. The seventeerith oentury 
isbness, which is tbe bane of c~pitalis!1l. Moreover oharacter of the writing is however preserved by tbe 

· the Reformed Churches lost their hold on the ever ratention of the old mode of spelling and oonstruction, 
· ohanging mentality of business-evolving society the modern equivalents being given siJe by side for 
and they at times grew intelleotually atrophied in olear underst"nding. An introduotion of 36 pages 

,keaping aloof from altering circumstalloes. gives an eminently readable and satisf80tory aooount 
This is, we beHeve, a fair summary of the of the traveller and his writings. The first four ohap.. 

admirably oonstructed theory of Mr. Tawney in his ters oonsist of an interesting diary of Marshall's 
. most iIluminatng book. voyage to India, and of his journeys in Bengal by 

A. LALLEMAND. 

JOHN MARSHALL'S NOTES. 
.... OHN M"RSHALL IN INDIA-NOTES "­
OBSERVATIONS IN BENGAL. Ed. bySHAFAAT 

AHKI!:D KHAN. (Oxford University Press, 
London. ).1927.9 x5%; pp. 471. 21s. 

'THE editor is an aoknowledged authority on the 
'history pf British beginningg in India, having 1101-
<ready enriched the study of the period by a valuable 
bibliography of the sources and materials available 

'in the various archives of Europe. John Marshall was 
a humble servant of the East India Company who 

'came out to India in the ye .. r 1668 and later served 
in the factories of the Company at Balasore, Hugl!, 
KasimbMlar. and Patna till the year of his death in 
1677. He had opportunities of travelling from plaoe 
to pl809, and oame into olntaot with all sorts and 
oonditions of indians, and observed several aspects of 
life in India. The special interest that attaches to 
him is that, unlike msny other foreign merohants in 
India who confined their attention to the immediate 
tasks and duties of their company or of their own, 
John Marahall was attraoted by the oulture of the 
mysterious E'lSt, so muoh so that an Anglo-Indian 

:<historian ch!lraotarisad l1im as oredulous and super­
.$titious. It is true that Marshall tried to under-

land and river. The remaining ohapters consist of 
geographioilol notes. an aooount of the famine at Patns, 
Hindu religion and philosophy, astrological and 
mathematioal notes, folklore, medioine, Muslim laws 
and oustoms, productions, m erchsndise, &0. All the 
chapters are acoompanied by elaborate and learned 
annotations at the end, some of them oontrIbutions of 
speoialists in the field. The longest ohapter is ohapter . 
ix consisting of astrological, astronomical, meteoro­
logioal, mathematical and ohronological facts, whioh 
olearly reveal that Marshall was an intelligent and 
mathematioally equipped observer. 

As regards the value of the book for general 
politioal history, it may be aoknowledged that we 
have many incidental referenoes to the internal oon­
dition of Bengal, f80ilities for travel at that time, the 
authority of the Moghul potentates, prevailing prioes 
of oommodities, numismatical notes, a description of 
the famine of Patna in the year 1671, besides many 
notes of sooiological snd geographioal interest. 
Though many details may at first sight, and taken 
individually, appear to ,be inconsiderable,.oumulati- , 
velythey may amount to a valuable addition to histori­
cal knowledge, and we therefore endorse ·the editor's' 
view that "the book will revolutionise our oonoeption 
of 17th century India." 

R. RAMAIY AR. 

stand what tba Hindus knew of charms, incantations, PRESENTDA Y CHINA. 
spells. witchcraft,good and bad omens, astrology, CHINA T·O-DAY. (Student Christian" Movement. 
&0. but he was prompted mare by ouriosity than by . . . ., ' . 
belief in all these. OU' the whole he was a keen London.), 1925. 7 x 4%;. pp. 151. 2s .. 64. " 
observer who Was eager' bnly for knowledge: of the iT was in November 192~ that thel:ltudent" 'ChrIstian 
most Important aspects of life. He gathered inform-. Movement brought out"Cbina through Chinese Eyes," 
ation about Hindu religion and philosophy by hold. whl<:h dealt with t~ii inte~lectilj~T;, religious,and: ec~ : 

, . ing oonvers!ltions with a learned Brahmin while he nomIc} foroes, movIng Chmesli'hfs'and thought.' "Tbe . 
, was staying at KasimbMlar. Later on, he ""ttempt- present volume is a sequel to it. and treats, some fresh 
: '.ed to write'a tra!lslation of the'Bhagavata' 'Purina aBlJeots'of the' situation, 'briliging'the'tjle 'story' upto_ 

- -', -' .·P'~;'"'\.". ":,-':'1 ",;~'I;t.·,.1:' ,. ···.c.!'t~.::! .• !·~IJ:,(;,·~J,"' •• i~f\'.J! 
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, ," 'T,f ~3' 'if' :" --, --":'-----
'dafle. It is an attempt to get, from 8 det50hed point of -German,.. The period was not quite uneventful' 
view, at the powerful foroes 01 inftuenoes behind the having been obaTaoterised b,. many unsuocessful 
present political, industrial, intelleotual, and religious attempts on his Part to escape to England. These were., 
movemente in China. The publioation of the book dictated not by any desire to lead a quiet humdrum 
at a time when the affairs in China have aTOused oonsi· life at home while the future of oivilisatlon hung in 
derable pu blio interest, has supplied a real want. the balance, but by a patriotic impulse to place his 

Tlie book oontains ten essays, all written by emi. services, whatever they were worth, at the disposal 
nent peTllons. The subjects dealt with include: The of his motherland in har hour of need, According 
Pre~ent Politioal Outlook in Chi'nll, Industrial Situ. to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle who hse written a brief 
ation and LabdUr Mo'V~ment, Intellectual Movell'lents introduotion to the book, "Hardy got back to his job, 
ReligiOUS Thought and Life, The New CultUre Move: was twice wounded, got his promotion, his D,S.O, 
ment, Synthe'Sis IIf Cultutlls of East and West, Edu. and his Military Cross with bar. The second wound' 
oational Conditions and Student Life, eto. In the involved the loss of his leg and he is now on the 
first ohapter Mr. David Yui has discussed the present retired list, but a man with such inventive power Bnd 
political ~ituation in a foroeful manner. He has desperate energy will surely- make his mark in peace 
denounoed the Militarism in China. In his opinion 88 well as in war." War stories are proverbially thrill· 
the few militarists who are attempting to unify ing: and when they are told in Capt. Hardy's fasoinat· 
China by foroe 8l'e wrong in their oonviotion and ing style. they make extraordinarily interesting rp.ad. 
are guided by selfish motives, ThepoliticianB in ing. besideR giving the reader some idea as to the 
China have therefore oondemned them. The general thoroughness of German military organisation. 
belief that the Chinese people are divided among them· . D. V. A. 
selves does not seem ~ be oorrect. rhe,. are essenti. 
ally a homogeneous people and their spirit of unity 
is steadily growing ill strength. The political tend· 
ency in China is olearly to decentralise authority by 
giving baok to the provinces the rights and responsi· 
bilities which are their due, The faith of the whole 
country lies in provinoial autonomy and B federal 
government. ' 

The second chapter deals with the development 
of big industries, of which the following are the 
principal types:, cotton spinning and weaving, 
mills, silk filatures, cigarette factories, floor mills. 
tanneries, eto. The faotories have sprung up mostly 
in cities which are either treaty ports or are provided 
with modern communications. Certain vices of the 
modern industrial system have also crept into China. 

I There is no effective industrial legislation in the 
country and no provision for the safety of the 
workers while at work. Compensation in case of 
accidents is not enforced, housing arrangements for 
labour are inadequate, overcrowde,1 and insanitary 
slums have begun to look for betterment of their' 
conditions and have started labour unions. The 
labour movement has cerhain drawbacks and defects. 
whioh are mostly due to lack of wise leadership. 
and harmoriy and prevailing illiteracy. 

The intellectual movements in China received 
an impetus by the adoption of Western science and 
demooracy. The literary revolution, which signifies 
the adoption of a new and more effeotive medium for 
the, expression of new ideas than the outworn style 
know as wen.li, was of great help to the Chinese re­
naissance. Side by side with the intellectual move. 
ments has proceeded the growth of religious thought 
and life .. Christianity is thought to be the running 
dog of foreign capitalism and imperialsim. Henee an 
anti-Christianity movement has been started. 

The authllrs have tried to be fair·minded in 
their conolusions and suggestions. A perusal of the 
book is sure to promote sympathatic understanding 
between the leaders of China and t.he foreign powers. 

R. SANDIT.YA. 

SHORT NOTICES. 
I ESCAPE. By J. L. HARDY. {John Lane the Bod' 

ley Head, Ltd London.) 1927. 7~ x 5).4. pp. 260. 
7s. 6d. 

FOR nearly 3).4 years-December 1914, to March 
1!l18---captain Hardy was a prisoner.of.war .in 

BABUR. DIARIST AND DESPOT. BY S. M) 
EDWARDES. (A. V. Philpot, Ltd" London. 
7~x5. pp. 138. 6s. 

THOSB: who cannot find time to read the surpri. 
singly' modern' autobiography of Babur can profi. 
tably turn to this brilliant sketoh of the life of that 
great hero. The most salient points of Babur's 
career are here described in a lucid style, his military 
greatness is olearly brought out, as well as the more 
subtle traits of his character, such Be his contempt 
for wealth. his love for fair gardens. swimming and 
bathing. his p!'ssion for sight·seeing and investiga. 
tion and his light-hearted ness in adversity. Suitable 
extracts from the tr 'nslation of the original Diary 
are insertad now and then to support the statements. 
Babur as a private individual. is also represented to 
us here in the chapters on .'Wine. Woman and Song'· 
and' Art and Nature.' The book is an excellent addi. 
tion to the literature of the M ahomedan period and 
will be found exceedingly interesting both by the· 
student of Mahomedan history a8 well se the general 
reader. 

V.N.K. 
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CHINA'SINDUSTRIES AND FINANCE. By D. K. LIEU. 
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lion. Sbangbai. ) 1927.81 x51. pp. 238. 
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