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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.,

THE British Foreign Office Note to the League on
the Apglo-Chinese relation streung-

thens the suspicion that Great Bri-

tain looks to the League not as an
arbitrator, but as a contingent convenience, the
'.good offices’ of which are to be requisitioned when
it suits her interests. The Note makes the groftesque
olaim that the aotion of Great Britain ia China
has besnin conformity with the letter and spirit of
the League Covenant. For the first time after the
Boxer rising British troops are ashore in Shanghai
apparently in aocordance with the spirit and the
letter of Article 10 of the Covenant which says
that ‘ The Members of the League undertake to
respeot and preserve as against external aggres-
sicn the territorial integrity and existing political
independence of all Members of the League.” Being
a member of that "Commonwealth of Free Nations™
unicknamed British Empire, India huas sent her
troops to China ‘at tha request of His Majesty's
Government after ounsultation with the Govern-
ment of India and with the latter's conourrence.’
0 India brushes agida her obligation as & Member
of the League at the ‘request’ of His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment, It is a faot, it may be sad, that the
League does nob evoke excessive enthusiasm in In.
dia and unless the League takes aotion in the pre-
sent matter which urder the Covenant it can, the
League's prestige in India will suffer a serious in-
jury—an injury whiob all the orations and the
sweet things said about the League by high officials
at the League Union may not repair.
* * *»
THE session ogu the Burm% Legislativs I)(Joum:il
st prorogued was marked by much
puria Council. livelinesa and was unfortunate in

some rerpocts, Uontiary to general expeotations,
the resolution proposing the removalof sex die

Authoritative
Request.

quslifieation from the Burma eleotoral rules wae
thrown out. Burmese women enjoy greater
freedom and are better educated than their Indian
gisters. Henoca it is an irony that, while the Iatter
have not only secured the right to vote but are even
ontitled tositas members in some legislatures of the
country, the former should have been denied the
franchise. The resolution was stoutly resisted by
the QGovernment who maintained that Burma being
a stranger to representative ipostitutione, on west-
ern lines, the proposed reform was premature. Tha
position of the Government strikes us as illogical.
If ropresentative institutions bave been convpicuous
by their absence in the past in Burma, and ifsome
experience of them is to be regarded as a condition
pracedent to the gonferment of the fravchise, how
was it that the Qovernment reconciled itsslf to
Burmege men being given suoh representative insti-
tutions aa they now have? We think that in fair.
negs to themselves and the women of Burma the
Government, following the examples of soma of the
provincial governments ia India, should have
remained meutral in regard to the proposal, if they
could not have supported it. It is a pity they adopte i
a hostile attitude. Another regrettable feature wag
the incident leading to the walk-out of a large num-
ber of popular representatives as a profest against
the Home Member’s unbecoming remarks about a
popular patriot in jail. The Home Member appears
to ua to have been unnecessarily offensive and
much of the unpleasant bitterness that marked the
proceedings oould have been avoided if he only
knew how to keep his head cool and choose his
words oarefully. The voting of demands was
noticeable for the unsuccsssful sttempt made to
kill dyarchy by refusing the ministers' salaries.
That is, howevar, a happy end to an otherwise
unfortunate session,
»* » ™~

THE defeat in the Council of State of Mr. Ramdas
Pantulu’s motion in favour of pro-

hibition is not at all surprising

when we consider the constitution
and ¢raditions of this house of eldars. But the ar.
guments advanced against the motion, especially
from the official benches, are, to say the least, out-
of-date and unoonvineing. The failure of the poli-
oy of moderation and gradual reduotion in con-
sumption by regulating sale is writ large in
most of the excise administration reporta of the
provingces, The plea of illicit oconsumption is old
and overdone, Tke Government, it would ap-
pear, refuse to take note of the faet that popular
ppinion in this sountry—~Hindu as well ae Muslim
—is solidly in favour of prohibition. Sir Sankaran
Nair only uttered the truth when he said that
the meral conscience of India revolted sgainst
drink and that the large mass of the people would
not, unb ke in western countries, objecs to any law

Elders and Prohi-
bition.
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prohibiting the sale of liquor, Mr. Khaparde was
more quixotic than right in his reading or human
pature. His deolaration that prohibition was
the surest way of inoreasing consumption sounds
good paradox, but is perverted logie. Some
roembers were gushing with sympathy for the
poor man's right to relaxation; but the ruin and
misery that follow in its wake do not seem to
have troubled their minde. The Direotor-General
of the Indian Medioal Service should have forgot-
ten his books when he waxed eloguent over the
health giviog values of alcohol and did the unedify-
ing work of a propagandist of liguor interests. We
wonder what exactly he meant when he emphasis-
ed the need for eduocating the people in the use of
alcohol. We would rather lay emphasis on the
peed for educating the Director General himself on
the evils of ah;oholiam.

THE welcome and presidential addresses delivered
Malsbar Tenants' last week at the fifth Malabar Te-
Conteronce " mauts’ Conference echo the deep
resentment folt by the people of

Malabar at the attitude of the Government towards
the question. Both tbe addresses naturally devote
much space to answering the points raised in the
Government's communique announcing the veto
of Mr. Krishnan Nair'a bill. We have before this
given oar views on the merits of the vexed con-
{roversy. That apart, there is another and more im-
portant aspeoct of the question to which the Govern-
ment of Madras does not seem to have paid suffici-
ent altention. My, Tulsiram, the President of
the Conference, drew attention to it in the oon-
oluding part of hie addrese, where dealing with
what he calls the “root of the matter”, he says:
“Apart from the shifting {oundations of the aristo-
oracy, those who are leit beyond to eool their hesls
in the outer courts, wage-earners, tillers of the soil,
workeys with hand and brain, produocers of wealth
and orafts are content no longer to wait, They want
their share in the good things of the earth and
there is a limit to their patience...Those who till,
will bave the land and no power on earth can keep
them from it.” From this atandpoint, it ghould be
peinted out the centre of gravity of the problem is
shifted from the kanamdars to the oultivating
tenants who are the actusl tillers of the eoil. And
when thelatter come into their own, as they undoubt-
edly deserve to and inevitably will, it is to be seen
how far the kanamdars will retain their present
enthiusisem for the economiocally oppressed and
exploited workers. on the land. We have mo
doubt that the temancy movement, not only in
Malabar but in all parta of the country, will gain
considerably in volume ard irresistible force and
even take an entirely new turn, when the real and
greater sufferers, the large mass of agrioultural
workers and farmers are organised and brought to
play their part in the movement. The Government
cannot, therefors, long afford to continue their
present unwise policy of marking time, unwilling
or afraid from short-sighted oconsiderations to
inour the displeasure of the aristooratic landed
interests. The future, assuredly, lies with the mase-
es in Indis, as elsewhere, and politioal wisdom, if
notbing else, demands the reoognition of this
gimple fact. We would therefore, along with Mr.
Tuleiram, urge the Government of Madras “to note
- the slgns of the times and, reading portents, go
forward in wisdom, foresight and statesmanship
to provide for'the inevim'plo need of.the morrow."

THE question of exercising the right of entering in-
to and worshipping in temples by
Templ‘. Entry. the untouchables andlother unprivi-

' leged oiasses: was raised. last waek from the plane

of propaganda to direct aotion in two important
contres of orthodoxy inthe north and south of India.
It is a pity that such small questions of social and
religious reform should oall for the intervention
nf the police for wreserving peaces and order. If
the conscience of tbe Hindu Society is awakened
aod its lenders are alive to the play of the new
forces of liberalism working within its foid, it
should not be difficult to set up some machinary,
as officient as it is authoritative, to settle these
minor questions of social readjustment. Many
of these problems which provoke =0 much nofse
and bitternese could be solved amiocably if the
interested parties on either side display some good
senge and the spirit of social justice, The orthodox
section is doomed to failure, if ounly beoause the
time spirit is against them. They cannot for
all iime hope to entrench themselves behind the
power of the police and the magistracy, for the
State cannot long postpone the recognition of the
just rights of the untouchables and other lower
ordera of the Hindu ocommunity.
L ) * * L ]

THE Report on Pubiic lnatraotion in Bengai for
1925.26 reveals many of the up-
eatisfacfory features of the Indian

. eduoation of to-day. The deplora~
bly slow progress of elementary eduocation—due
largely to lack of funds,—an inoreasing demand for
literary education in the secondary and oollegiate
grade, a deoline in the number of students under
instruotion in the technical and profesrional sub-
jeots, exoept law, unpopularity of vernacular secon-
dary schools, absence of a sufficient mnumber of
trained teachers aund the unsatisfactory state of
students’ health—these are some of the outstanding
defectas which countribute to the top-hravy nature
and barrenness of our sducational system. And
the Government Resolution on the Report under re-
view admits all these defects as much asit de-
plorea them. The Governor-in-Council, we tind, re-
grete that during the year little practicul progress
haa been made towards spreading primary edu-
oation and observes that large additional vesources
are required for its further expansion and that
" additional funds oannot be availed of without
fresh taxation.” The present revenue, we hope, ia
sufficient for putting down *“revolution” in the pro-
vince, The growing unpopularity of secondary
sohools in which the vernaoular is the only medium
of instruction aand the increasing demand for
secondary English education show, for one thing,
how gecondary education is still regarded by the
public more as a preparation jor the Univer-
sity course than an independent, relf-sufficient
preparation for life. It also indioates the up-hill
nature of the work awaiting those who stand
for whole-sale vernacularisation at a bound. Tha
fact that the Calcutta University has declared

Education
in Bengal.

‘iteglf in favour of vernacunlarisation and submit-

ted regulations for the matriculstion examination
proposing that teaching and examination in High
Schools should be conduoted in the vernacular in
subjests other than English, adds only to the
ttrangeness of the phenomenon we are called upon
to consider. To alter the outlcok of the publie
and serve the real intercets of the students it is
nof enough to issue a8 fiat for vernaoularisation';
it has to be accompanied by corresponding obanges
ia the curiculum and the objective of the system so
a1 to oonvince the people that vernaocular High
Schools are really as useful and necesssry as the
English instiiationa,
-* * L]
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- THE ORIYA PROBLEM.

ON Tuesday of last week ( 8th inst.) the Legisla-
tive Assombly disoussed the guestion of amalga-
msating all the Oriya.speaking tracts under one
administration. This problem is being agitated in
the country with greater or less intensity for sixty
yeoars, and more than twenty years ago the Govern-
ment of India agreed to the desirability of bringing
the soattered Oriyas under a common government
only reserving for consideration tho details as to
how to give effect to the idea. And yet we seem
to be getting no forrader now : tha Government of
India sympathises with the general prinoiple, but
still awaits examination into details. When, one
wonders, will this inquiry be undertaken and
praotiosl steps taken o reunite all the Oriya-speak-
ing people now distributed over four provinoes ?

The bulk of these people ara, of cours:, in the
Orissa division in the province of Bihar and Oriss;,
but there are about a lakh of Oriyas in the Singh-
bhum district and Seraikala and Kharsawan States
- in Chota Nagpur in the north. Then on the souta
some 20 lakhs are to be found in the Ganjam
distriot and Ganjam Agency and Vizagapatam
Agency in Madras Presidency. A lakh and a half
in the Padmpur and other Za.ninuaris in the
Ceontral Provinces on the west and six lakhs
in the Contal subdivision of the Midnapore district
in the Bungal in the north. Of vourse, in all these
tracts whioh are sought to be united upder ope
aiministration there are other people than Oriyas
a8 well, but they are mostly aboriginals, as, e, g.
Khonds in Vizagapatam Agency, who are being
gradually absorbed by the Oriyas.
that if all the Oriya-speaking tracts under the
four Governments are amalgamated together with
the Feudatory States attached to them, they wiil
ocover an area of 89,000 sq. miles ( British territory
42000, States 47,000 ), with a population of 153
lakhs ( British territory 103, States 50), and a
revenue of Ra. 130 lakhs { British territory 122,
States 8, ). As againet these figures the area of
Assam, whioh is raised to the status of an indepen-
dent provinoe, is 53,000 aq. miles, its population is
67 lakhs and revenue Rs, 128 lakhs, For a long
4ime a}ll that the Oriyas desired was that they
should be brought together under some common
administration, as a sub-province under a Chief
Commissioner, but recently and partiounlarly after
the constitution of Assam as & little province by
itself, their original ambitions have expanded and
they desire now, noi a Chief Commissionership but
» Governorship, as a separate province, probably
with no High Court and University to start with
{ in which case it will be on a plane with Assam ),
but with all these appurtenanoes in conrse of time.
These ambitions are but legitimate, and, moreover,
the Oriyas do not demard an independent province
all at once, if that is not practicable, They will
be content for the time being if Ganjam distriot,

eaxcepting Chicacole taluka, was detached from’
Madras Presidency and added ‘on to Orissa and

A

1i is estimated’

' similerly. other Oriya-speaking iraots become a
_part of Orissa, the whole under one governmeat,
say that of Bihar and Oriesa ; but they will make

it olear that thie is a stepping-stone to the forma-
tion of a full-fledged provinoce giving full soope
to the development of their distinet language and
age-long oulture. ' .

As an off-shoot of the various schemea of terri-
torial redistribution which were set on foot under
Lord Curzon’s regime, the amalgamation of Origsa
with the outlying tracts seemed in 1903 to be only
a mafter of a fow months, when Sir Harbert Rislev,
Secretary tothe Government of India, wrote to the
Government of Bengal as follows : “On the grounds
above stated, the Government of India are disposed
to unite the whole of the Oriya-apeaking people,
both bill and plain, under one adminiastration.
They are disposed to add to Orissa the Oriya-speak-
ing tracts of Sambalpur and its Feudatory States,
the Ganjam distriot and the Gapjam and Vizaga-
patam Agency tract.” Nor was the Bengal Govern-
ment adverse, It wrote baok to the Government of
India; “Probably it may be admitted that geogra-
phically and ethmologically the Ganjam distriot
and its Agenocy traots ought to have been under
one administration with Orlasa proper and with
the Oriva-speaking tracts of the Central Provinces,
the common hond being the identity of race and
the lIoog-standing conneotion of the Oriya distriots
with the rural tracts of the hills."”" But, unfortun-
ately, when the matter went up to the Government
of India, Liord Carzon was away on leave and Lord
Ampthill, who had already. oppossd the scheme in
Madras, had become Viceroy for a brief spaoce of
time, and he put his veto on it. Since then, some
sms]l improvements have taken place : The distriot
of Sambalpur was added to Orissa, Oriya was made
the court Janguage in Ganjam and recognised as a
medium of instruction in primary schools; simi-
larly, it was introduced in the Kharswan and
Soraikela States and also in Singhbhum, thoagh in
the latter place Oriyga had later to give plaoce to
Bengali. But, of courss, these amall reforms could
not do duty for the bigger reform on which the
Oriyas had set their heart and agitation for it wes
started with redoubled energy wunder the aegis of
the Utkal Union Conference. The grievance of
Orisen was fully reocognised in the Montagu-Chel-
msford Reforms Report, which said, “In Oriasa and
Borar, at 81l events, itseema to us that the possibility
of inatituting sub-provinces need not be exoluded
from consideration at an early date” and the Joint
Seleot Committee laid down a regular pre-
cecure for the ventilation of such grievances., Ac-
oordingly, in the very first reformed Council of
Bihar and Orisss the Oriya members seoured the
unanimous adoption by the Council of & resolution
for the amalgamation of the Oriya-speaking traocts.
Of course, in the Councils of the C. P,, Madras and
Bengal no Oriya member was elected and therefore
no resolution to this effeot could be passed in any of
theere provinces. The Bihar and Orissa Govarnmens
was quite friendly to the resolution in the Bihar
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“Council, but raid that the wishes of the outlying
tracts must be ascertained, and tha# if the laiter
desired reunion with the tracts comprised ia Bihar
and Orisea, the Government would further consult
the Legislative Council and tl}en apply to the Gov-
ernment of India for orders. This was towards the
end of 1821, TFive years have since rolled by and
the position now is pretty much the same as it
was before. The Home Member of the Government
of India now pays that the views of other districts
oconcerned muet be ascertained, end g0 on and so
forth. -Nc explanation is forthcoming as to why
nothing was done during the intervening period.
The Home Momber referred the Oriya members
back sgain to the Local Council, and the Local
Government, without initiating the inquiry of
which they always speak, will surely refer its
Oriya members to the Central Government. The
publio in India are surely entitled to know how
and when this vicious circle is going to ba broken
and when the Oriya-speaking people, who under
the present arrangement are in a minority in every-
o1e of the four provinces in whioh they are distri-

buted, will be placed in & position to realige their

destiny in their own way. When is the expression
of aympathy to be backed by action ?

CO-OPERATION IN BIHAR & ORISSA.

‘THE co-operative movement in Bihar and Origsa
has apparenily made steady progress during the
year 1925, The report of the co-operative de-
jartment for the year shows that the numbar of
<o-operative sacieties rose by nearly 800 and their

total membership by about 18,000. The working

capital also went up during the year by over
Rs. 6114, Iakhato Rs, 4,10,23,775 and the reserve

funds at their dicposal increazsed by about Rs. 4
1akhs and now stand at nearly Rs. 2434 lakhs,

‘Their profits for the year were very nearly Rs, 3
lakhs, which represents an increase of nearly a
fakh over the preceding year. The depssits held by
them stcod at the end of the year at Rs. 1,74,04 307
and were in exoess of those for the -preceding
year by about Res. 374 lakhs. This is a record
which will gladden any co-operator's heart. Bat
the movement has done something morb than im-
proving the economic condition of the people. It
gseems to have also taught them the benefits of
thrift, self-reliance, and temperance. We are told
the members of co-oparative societiesin a number
of cases made up their minds to reduce expenses on
oeremonial and festive oocasions, to give up drink
and to resort to arbitration as a meaus of settling
their disputes. What the movement is doing by
way of “ fostering the spirit of oo-operation and
sympathy * amongst co-operators will be seen from
" a presumably typioal instanee given in the report
On account of serious illness, wo are told & membetr
of & po-operative mociety in some obscure plaoce
found it impos:ible fo plough hia field and carry
out the transplantation of the paddy orop. Hin
fellow oco-operators realised that If his fields

would not be ploughed it would be impossible for
him to pay up the kist of the society. All the agri~
cultural members therefore engaged themselves in
ploughing his fields. In this they were helped also
by the zamindar members, which shows that
the spirit of co-operation is not confined to one
class, but is slowly bringing all classes the pnor,
ar well ag the rich, under its away. It is to be hoped
that it will spread much faster so that peopls com-
ing into the movement will not be drawn to it
merely by the facility with which membera ara able
to secure loang, but will be actuated by the genuine
cooperative spirit. It is only when this happens
that the co-operative movement may be said to
have achieved its purpose. And we Liope the Depart-
mental officers will do their very best to encourage
the growth of this spirit.

The question of rural reform is now adays
attracting a good deal of public attention. If must
be added, however, that as regards practical action
much still remains to be done. The cooperative
movement we dare say. can help in the tesk to a
coonsiderable extent, Agriculturistsin our villages

‘have to be impressed with the benefits of im-

proved methods of egticulture; they havé to be
taught the fundamentals of sanitation =nd
social bygiene, and made fo realise the value of
edocation. If only cooperative societies oonld
be made to realise fow much they can do in the
matter of rural reform, and throw themselves heart
and sou] into the work, the nation would ;be made
to realise its goal earlier than we imagine. The
experionce of Bihar in this respectis somewhat
encouraging. The report gives an instince of &
emal rural cooperative eociety whose members
were able, by working on the cooperative basis, to
provide their village with a school and a
well for drioking water: ,

Hliteracy is a great stumbling block in our
advance and Indian leaders are rightly pressing
for compulsory primary education. But though
Compulsory Eduocation Acts have, been placed on
the statute book in some of the provinoces, com-
pulsory eduoation itself has not guceeoded in
making much headway, thanks, among other
things, to our financial stringsncy. Here too, the
cooperative movement can dd muoch, more than
has been found possible so far. In Bihar, we are
glad to note, some central banks are doing good
work in epreading primary education. During 1925,
we note, 75 pathashalas were cpened by them, for
which they contributed R+, 7500, the district boards
making a contribution of Rs. 14,000. The banks
would apparently have been able to do more if the
district-boards had whole-hear!edly continued to oo-
operate with them. But some of the boards seem to
have withdrawn their grants,- though Government
tried their besat to impressupon them the desirability
of continuing them. An attempt is made in the
report to lay the blame for this on the non-official
ohairmen of these loeal bodies. It is also stated
tbat the boards rofused to talk the mattor ovar with
responsible officers of Government. We dannov
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say anything about the fruth of these obarges,
unlegs we have before us the boards’ wersion of
the matter. Apart from this, however, the account
of the activities of the central banke in regard
to the spread of primary education givem in the
report shows what could be done in the field
of education on the basis of ceoperative self-
reliance.

OUR PARLIAMENTARY LETTER.

BPECIAL 70 THE SERVANT OF INDIA AND THE WEEK.)
Deihi, 11th February.

THE STEEL BILL.

IT was very light work for the Legislative Aerem-
bly members this week. It was on account of the
report of the Select Committes on the Steel Bill
not being ready as was antiocipated before. - The
only business transacted was the passing of supple-
mentary estimates, the disoussion of three resolu-
tions, one on the amalgamation of the Oriya-
epeaking traots, the second on the removal of the
Santal Parganas from the ** backward traots”
sohedule in the Government of India Act, and the
third asking for an inquiry into the methods of
promoting banking institutions in the country, and
the passing of A censure motion against Govern-
ment for delaying the further stages of the Ratio
Bill. As regards the supplementary estimates the
only nofeworthy thing was that the Swarajist
mombers could not and did not try the herscio
method of rejecting them without consideration.
An atternpt was made to persunde the Natiopa-
list mombers to join with them in followiog tbe
above course, but the two parties being divided
prinoipally on their respective attitude towards
the budget, it goes without saying that the Swara-
jists were unable to seduoe any of the Nationalists
or Indepondents from the path of constitutionaliam,
which the'latter parties were pledged to follow.
Indeed, those of the Swaraj party who made this
suggestion reoeived seveie rebuffs from all quar-
ters. Thereupon the Swarajists quisily settled
down to business along with others. The supple-
mentary demands were matters of routine, from
the discussion of whioh questions of polioy were
excluded. They did not therefore afford much
.soope for oritiojam by members. Still Messra. A.
Rangaswami Aiyangar and Hirdaynath Kubpzru
made some very good points, The former member,
‘unlike moat other Swarajists, makes really useful
ooniributions to the subjest. It need not be added
that even on these routine questions Messrs.
Prakasam, Acharya and one or two others d’scover
wd mome matter in regard to whioh they could
‘indulge in deelamation to their hearts’ content and
oause an intolerable boredom to the House.
THE ORIYA PROBLEM,

The debate on the Oriya resolution was parti-
-oipated in only by members from Oriesa and
Behar—the Ganjam member, Mr. V. V. Jogiab, a'so
took part, to oppose the resoiution. Otbers held
aloof and were not sven interested in listening to

the debate. The mover, Mr. Nilkantha Das, put the
oase well, and the Home Member made a eympa-
thetic but non-commitial reply. He made much
play with the various forms the demand for amalga-
mation had taken, was doubtful of the attitude of the
Oriyas in outlying tracts, and more than doubtful
of the attitude of the provinoes from which bits
ware to be taken off and added to Orissa, pleaded
that the financial position had to be carefully exa-
mined, as it would be affeoted by amalgamation,
and promised that if none of these faotors presen-
ted any difficulty, he would recommend amalgama-
tion, But if a separate province was desired, as
wag desired, it would necessitate a far closer in-
quiry, in regard to which he could give no guaran-
tee. The reply was sympathetic, but did not
advance the oause in any respaot. The mover did
not ask him why he was not able to give now a
more cohorete reply than used to be given several
yoars ago and withdrew his resolution in acocor-
dance with'the wishes of Pandit Motilal Nehru
and other members of his party.
‘THE SANTAL PARGANAS

The resolution asking for the district of Sant:}
Parganas—to which wera later added the districts
of Angul and Sambalpur—to be removed from the
backward tracts achedule, bringing them under the
operation of special laws, provoked a heated deba'e. .
This question, like that of the ocomstitution of =a
geparate Oriys provinoe, is one of long standing
and a resolution waas adoptad on it as on the
Orissa question in the first session of the reformaed
Bihar and Orissa Counecil, There is a universsl
feeling that the restrictione on oivil and crimipal .
justice that are in force In these traote, regarded
as backward for administrative purposes, are both
unneocessary and vexatious and often defeat jus-
tice ; officials, on the contrary, hold that they are
very necessary for the protection of Santals and
other inhabitants of the districts from exploita-
tion by foreigners, espeoially, the landiord, money-
lender and lawyer classes. The slur which the
appellation of backward tracta casts on the dis-
tricts roused many members, who had no parti-
cular acquaintance with loeal oonditions, to de-
nounce the whole policy of Government. Mr. Sri-
nivasa Aiyongar, who has a tendenocy to siar in-
to the blue on the slightest provocation, made a
thundering spesch which had but a faint relation
to the subject in hand and many other members
!;ook up his olue. Mr. Joshi, however, developed
a different line of attack. Before justifying the
placing of these distriots undera paternal system
of government and keeping them under various
rostrictions for 75 years, it was necessary for
Government to tell the Assembly, he said, what
progressive measurss they had taken oaloulated to
improve the condition of Santals, Had education
advanced sufficientiy ? Could Governmenst show
that they were spending more on education in
these iracts than in others? Drunkenness was
rife among them. Had Government done any=
thing to put an effective check on drinks? A »ays~



3o

THE SERVLNT OF INDIA

[ FEBRUARY 17, 199% ;

tamy of forced labour borduinc apon slavery was in
foree, Why bad not Governmest stopped it?
Thera were restrictions on alienation of land.
Mr. Joshi weloomed them and wished they were
more stringent. For revenue purpases, ho>wever,

Government did not objeot to the selling of San-.

tals® land, which showed €overnment was partial.
Why was nat usury probibited, Mr. Joshl asked.
to save the Santals from the oclutches of the
money-lendera ? At this stage the Home Member
pointed out that there was a law restriotive of
usury, but he bad to admit that it permitied as
much as 24 per oent. interest, Why were not
usurious loass deolared illegal and at the same
time cheap oredit made available to the Bantals
by means of co-cperative societies and other means?
‘Why did Government always show their solicitude
for backward psoples by placing then under a pri-
mitive system of administration, instead of giving
them the benefita of civilization in a greater mea~
sure than to others, se that the backward people
could overiake the advanced communities in clvi-
lization? Diwan Chaman Lal immediately took
up this line and these two speakers created suoh
an atmosphere that they secured the eonourrence |
of the npon-)fficial members in measures like
noun-transferability of land! Other restrictions
however, were indefensible and the Houss had no
diffieulty in carrying the resolution in spite of

however, that the Bihar and Orissa Government in
considering as to how far the Santal Civil Rules
oan be relaxed and the Home Member of the
Government of India iiself said that the reatriotions
piaced on the tracts must be considered in the light
of experience ; all that he was opposing was the
total removal of all restriotions forthwith, Mn
Joshi in this debate saved the non-official argu-
ments from going on a wrong frack.
TBE RATIO BILL

It was however the adjournment motion on
the Ratio Bill which aroused the deepest interest
and caused the greatest heat in the Assembly. The
Home Member who on an earlier oocasion had
promised to consider the non-official suggestion to
bring up the Bill for the fixation of the ratio earlier
than the budget announced on Monday that Gov-
ernment had decided to take the Ratio Bill into
consideration a weck after the introduction of the
budget and also gave reasons for this decision,
The next day Mr. Srinivasa Aiyengar moved an
adjr>urnment of the Houge to protest against the
decislon as being intended to influence the Assem-
bly unduly In favour of the 18d. ratio. A lower
ratio would naturally necessitate a larger provi-
sion in the budget for Home oharges and purchases
.of railway material and suoh other items, and if
she Bill was to be disoussed with referencs to bud-
get figures, the Fioanoe Member could easily argue
that if the 16d. ratio was adopted, more’ taxation
would be required in the event of a deficit, or the
pace of further progrees: towards liquidation of
provincisl contributions would be slackened in the

‘event of.:ailurplus. Non-oﬂieisl mémberg were de-
termined mot to give the Finanoce Member -the
powerful support of such an argument, whiobh, i
was feared, would determine many adheronts of the
lower ratio to accept the Government proposal,
Oa the other hand, the Finance Member mads me
seoret of the fact that the eonsideration of the Bill
was being delayed with the doliberate object of
‘bringing home to the members the far-reach-
ing consequences of the vote they would osst on
the subjaet, Does not this amount, the non-official
benches cried, to an attempt to obtain a favourable
verdiot for the higher rupee under pressure ? Bat
is not the effect of the ratio on the Budget one of
. the sloments to be taken into serious consideration
in fixing the ratio, answered the official benches.
Angd if, as is obvious, members oan better realise
this effect by having aotual figuras of the budgst, is
is certainly a better course, now that the question
has been put off for 0 many menths, to put it off
for another month and consider it in conunexiom
with the budget itself The anxiety of the non-
, official membera to determine the ratio before they
; know the budget figures only shows, Governmenat
members argued, that they are convinced that the
budget will expose the untenability of their conten-
tions. Why should the supporters of 16d. sbun
| Jight s0 very muoch, said Sizr Bawil Blackett in

. | affect, The answer that Sir Purshotamdas and
the oppositlon of Governmont. It may be said, |

others gave was that it was true the effact of the
ratio on the budget could not be ignored, but the
ratio was for a long series of years, while the budget
was for one year alone, and to consider ¢ e ratie
question ip the light of the present year's figures
was to look at it in & wroug perspective. The
Finance Member readily conceded-the furce of this
argument, but he said be did not want the Assemb-
ly to regard the effect of the ratio on the budget
the governing consideration, but only as one of
the several considerations to be kept steadily in
mind. Another argument on the non-official side
wag that the budget being framed on the 18d. basis
would bave to undergzo a radical change if the
lower ratio was eventually adopted ; and that the -
railway budget which would be. passed before the
queation of ratio came up would prove insufficient
and require a larger provigion for atore purchase in
case the 16d. ratio came to be aoospted in the end.
Again, the Finance M ember agreed that these diffi-
cultiea were serious; but they could not be obviat-
ed in any way. For, even if the ratio bill were
brought up earlier, the Budget, which had to be got
ready by the middle of January, had to be prepar
ed anyhow on the 18d. ratio, and 80 the difficuk
ties referred to by non-official members were in-
evitable, whether the ratio question was taken up
sooner or later. The diffioultien could have beenm
avoided only if the Logislative. Assembly had pro-
ceaded with the ratio bill in August last, but them
the Assembly was not in a position to do so. M=
Jinnah had gone sa far at that time as to doubt
whether even a year would ba enough to master the

bulky volumes of evidenoe, snd Mr. Jayakar had
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—not even yet got the volumes. In these eircum’™

~stances the Government could well argus that s
‘month’s delay at the present time to enable the
House to have a definite iden of the effect the ratie
bad upon public finanoes was not unreasonable.

“"Thusran the argument on both sides. Againm, it
"must be confessed that the non-official membars
did not come off with flying colours id this debate,
though of course they carried the adjonrnment mo-
tion. Each party was manosuvring to have the best

- advantage, and the official members cerfainly
made a batter show than non-officials.
cates of 16d, indeed lost the game wben thay
agreed and even pressed to have the debate ad-

“Sourned in last August, :

OUR PARIS LETTER,

[ FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ]
Paris, January 26.
THE GERM aN ORISIS,

I THINK it would not be inaccurate to say that the
-crisis in the German Cabinet has paralysed Franoe
. for the moment. The decision of Presldent wvon
"Hindenburg in favour of a Right Coalition Govern-
ment has confirmed the worst anticipations in the
<ountry, and this, coming at a time when the
wvacuation of the Rhineland is quite within
~sight and practioslly beyond the single-handed
-oontral of Franoce, has oreated something like dis-
may which the French press im unanimous in ex-
pressing. Vanquished in war, Germany which has
proved victorious in economic peace and proud in
“#ne restoration of her finances is the envy of im-

woverished Feance whose currency atill stands in-
the delioate balance of good relations between "the™

Prime Minister aud the Foreign Minister and is
the subject of rumours ranging from satisfaotion
at the suocessful preliminaries towards stabiliss.
" tion to an alarm as to its iImpending crash. * Bet-
ween & Monarohist minority and a minority truly
republican™ as Mr. Steed paints out in the Observer,
““floats a mass that favours some sort of monarchi-
cal system™”, in Germany, Whatever this unoer-
tain mass may signify, there should be no doubt of
" its attibude towards Franoce., Quite recently I have
heard an Indiaa visitor from Berlin say that he
bad seen a Frenchman making an enquiry in
French of a German lady, being told off : “yes
I know your language, but I shali not speak in that
1anguage with you''. Britain who has her hands
full with China sud with disaster to her trade,
which Dawning Street and Flest Street ara together
trying hard to rehabilitate with optimistio New
Yoar messages to the country, and who favours
“Germany if at all she is inolined to regard herself
+ a3 having much to do with the European oonti-
nent, and America—who has nearly nevar known
till vary recently what the burden of politioal
-ocomplications can be as distinot from economis
ones and consequently views with anagamentd: that
80 much blame and bitterness should be direeted
“towards a oreditor—France knows well are mot.

The adva--

‘of much uee &t this juncture. In his speech to the
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Chamber M.
Briand seems to have made veiled, but unmistakas
ble, allusion to the possibility of a1 alliance bet-
ween Germany, [taly and Russia as the probable
alternative to the Locarno policy. MWeanwhile
news comes from Riga that the Soviet army is
being reorganised and Italy's ambitions in the
Mediterraneah are made more disquieting by a
aurprising artiole in the Observer by Colonel Wedg-
wood alluding to a sugges‘ed transfer of Egypt to
Italy, following reports of the enthusiasm evoked
by Mr, Churchill’s recent visit to Rome and persis-
tent.ramours of the friendship between King Faund
and Signor Mussolini. To this list of embarass-
ments must be added the election of a Socislist
President to the Chamber, for the reactionaries.
have raised the cry that a pariah has entered the
temple.
A WAR OF IDEAS.
The fact is that 1927 has brought into Earope
a storm, both in the world of actual affairs and im
the world of opinions, snch as would seam incredi-
ble to those not familiar with Europeans. That
storm has been gathering strength ever since the
war, of course, but it now tonches the life of the,
man in the street, Nof the proudest of scoffers of
general ideas and devotees of the concrate and
actual but pauses to reflect a little today ; not the
humblest of men but finde himself interested in
theory, or has it thrust upon him. Tnere is a feeling
that the fundamentals are touched. Wae Bre accus-
tomed to baing told that 1914 like the Peloppone-
«isn.wax of old was 8 war of ideas and the defeat

IF oiithe Central Powers had decided the issue. But
- #eslly-the battle geoms just begun and the most im-

pressive faot in FEurope today is that it
atands faced with the problem of ‘demooracy-—or
rathor, whether oivilieation should be built on
that basis and if so what it really means. All the-
groat armaments of Europe sink into insignificance
before this organic doubt—if so it may be termed—
and become mere shell. The society which is the
substance they gaarded is badly rattled.

Possessed of pompous traditions of power on
the one hand and on the other of high republican
ideals and a liberal culture mellowed by that clear-
nees, precision, and penetration of the French in-

-telleot which has wrung the homage of the world

and was long flattered by imitation,this warof ideas
is partioularly acunte in France. The dilemmsa
befors this great people today is tha choice between
power and their cherished ideals. Various influ-
ences are deciding the isgue, but it is now rare to
find in France even young men——not to speak of
elders—who are not reactionaries and who do nat
uphold power, militarism, and nationalism in its
fiercest form and who have no use for liberal
ideas and conciliatory policies,

A time there was when we of the East drew
deeply of the wine of learning from the Wast:
in India of the English postry of the Romantiea

'suoh as Shelley and Byron and in politios, of Mili
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and Bentham and Burke and such others, French
education did much the same for Japan, China,
Egypt and Syria. Those times would seem to be
going. I think it is Wordsworth who has said some-
where; about the French Revolution that to be
young in that dawn was “very heaven’’ whioh is
certainly not true of the France and Europe of
today.
**THE HOWLING MOB.”

“The Howling Mob: An indictment of demo-
oracy” by A Gentleman with a Duster { Milla and
Boon]—such is the title of one of the latest books
from England which professes to presenta vision of
the actual condition of society and its inevitable
doom. The analysis is most convincing and even
oritics would agree with the author that “at its
birth this new and idealistic theory of Govern-
ment (democracy)...rested absolutely on the as-
sumption that a people called upon o govern it-
solf would exercise its political power with serious
intelligence, with a profound sense of its moral
resporsibility, and with the upifying affection of
disinterested patriotism. He reminds us that
Ahraham Lincoln was* careful towarn the American
people that tbe theory of Democracy impliesa

* moral, intejligent and patriotic elestorate.” Most
people might be willing to admit - that Demccracy
has resulted in some important defects and the
problems of sooial justice are aa baffling as ever,
but what does not seem to be quite clear is whether
in & mood of disappointment the gentleman con-
oerned does not aftar all forget that other systems
had their day and ceased to be just because they
were weoighed and found wanting by the generations
that suffered them. We all want te reform demo-
oracy and evolve something still better, but wedare
not give a familiar name to the ensuing preduct
lest it should inherit familiar sins.

*“ NATION ET CIVILISATION. ™

¥ must confess that it is a little refreshing to
turn away from the dust of the English gentleman
to a Paris publication on the same subject if only
because vague as it is, perhaps inevitably,
it is constructive. Nation ef Civilisation by M,
Lucian Romier has recently made its appearence
snd has attracted considerable attention be-
cause first, M. Romier is a well-known man, the
editor of the Figaro, a friend of Mussolini, an
enthusiastic advocate of the theory of bices such as
a Latin bloc to oppose the Angle-Saxon bloc, and
then, he is a politician with something of the
-oreative spirit in him, Perhaps he might be offen-
ded and it might injure his repufation ifit were
suggested that there is a reminiscence of Plato's
Republic in his book. It has reminded me of Baby
Bhagavan Dae’s writings, in some places. Two
things are faots, are axiomatio for M. Romier:
L Ours is an sgo of industry which affects the inte-
vests of the masses- and therefore we should not
deny them the predominance over the individuai
which they now enjoy.2. Liberty and Equality
are established doctrines against which it is inore-
-dible that any violent outrege can be committed

in our time and thersfore we should not be bothered~
with their theoretical values but should bestir-
ourselves about practical exigencies. The practis-
oal pecessity is the formation of a new politioal
party of elites. What exactly the author means by
this term has evidently exercised many miads
and so he fells us more about it in the Nouvells
Literaires. “Thae elife in my eyes has no intelle~
ctual or wordly significance but is decisively
sooial.” Thus the man who has a bank account.
and does nothing more than sign bis cheque to get
some mouney is not an elife but his banker is; a
pious lady is nol an elite but her pastor belongs to
that order. The main idea seems to be that al}:
those who are in positions of influence and authos
rity, who are leaders of socicty in one sente or
another, should come together,sink their differences.
which are characterised as “artificial” and agree-
upon & common executive policy. Such uniformity

- is urgent and the differences must be “artificial’™,

because, the author does not fail to tell us, there
is & crisis which menaces the entire nation.

“ MYSTIC DEMOCRACY. *

Evidently, all “good Europ¢ans’” must believe-
that all that is bad ' comes fiom Asia, Wo have
always been told that Demooracy is the-
boon of the West, but now that it has fallen
into disfavour the evil has beer credited
to Asia. M. Louis Rougier tells us in the
pages of Revue de Paris that the young
“Asisnised” Russian Mrvsties s=re attacking the
anoient wisdom of the Waest, acd oddly enough he
quotes the anthority of the sciences (o prove that
Democracy should be iuterpreted as a political
ideal and not as a sort of “‘social mysticism.” The
philosophers of New Italy bave also warned against
the danger of succumbing to Asian mysteries. But
to seek justification in the sciences agaiust Socisl—
ism is, to say the least, maladroii for it is fo attack
it on its least vulnerable side. The eoconumic in-
terpretation of history which Karl Marx originat-
ed found a suitable ally in the naturalistic inter~
pretation of religion which was the inevitable
result of the tendenoy of the sciences to treat
description as ultimate and to make light of alp.
atiempts at explanation. With religion and theo--
logy in disrepute, treated at least pragmatically
as a sort of police check on society like in the
philosophy of Fascism and at worst, regarded as
the last of the fetters of the man triumphant, there
is no reason why the doetrine of Demooracy should
not become ultimate. It is western eciences, zot
Asian influences which have made a social my—
gtioiem of Pemocracy, M. Rougier warams that
Western society has an architeoture and if all
sorts of wild experiments—like these of the Social-
jste—were tried with it, the resultant will be the
“;ronies of God,” violation, abomineaticn and desc—
lation while locking for reason, justice, and peace.

“ LES TRONIES DE DIEU ",

But what the “ ironies of God " really consist-
of is the nature of things which brings ruia on
one, if one were untrue to cne'sa cwn principles. Not.
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$0 long ago President Coolidge made the aage
observation that the principle of self-government
was the only antidote against excessive centralisa-
tion to which deoline waa inevitable. And, that to
spply the principls of self-govarnment in any real
gense in large imperialistic enterprises is impossi-
ble, the ancient history of Europe had proved. For
the present smpasse the European peoples bave to
thank themselves. It is a lesson for us, and as M,
Rougler points out, while the idea of Demoocracy
bas gained in countries which the impregnable
feudalism of Oriental despotism seemed to possess,
this gain has coincided with a general weakening
of the faith in it as illustrated by the “minority
governments” in Russia, Spain, and Italy. That
-also 1e an irony of God,

REYIEWS,

MODERN TURKEY.
'MODERN TURKEY. By E. G.. MEARS. (The
Macmillar Co., New York) 1926, pp. 779.
9% 534, 25s.
"“TURKEY. By ARNOLD ToYNBEE AND P. E.
KIREWOOD (Ernest Beon Ltd, Liondon.) 1926.
pp. 329. 834 %514, 15¢,

THESE two books usefully supplement each other.
The one describes while the other narrates, ths
one forms the background against which the drama
+of the otuer ia staged. Tae book of Mr. Mears is a
desoription by various hands of the several aape-
cts of modern Turkey, social religious, agrioul-
tural, industrial, finanoial and oultural with a
-short historical summary of the Young Turk movae-
ment at the end. It ia essentially a valuabls book
~of reference containing information about modern
Tuarkey rather than recording the development of
the new Turkey from the old, Appended is a valu-
able section of diplomatic documents, inoluding
“the famous Paot of London of 1915, the Turkish
National Paot, the ahortive Treaty of Sevres and
the Treaty of Lausanne, which greatly enhances
the historical value of the book. The book loges
-something in the value, for the numerous statis-
tios it coantaing are largely of pre-war or pre-Ke-
mal_ist date, and are therafore affaoted by the
rapidly changing modern conditions, but this can
be correoted by reference to the later chapters
of Mr. Toynbee’s work. The reader will notics
;one ortwo Americanisms such as the news that
_ Earl Montazue " resigned from the India Office
in 1922, ( p. 602 ) and one or two ohronological
errorg auch as a reference to the “ Kerensky Gov-
ernment " in April 1917, ( p. 593) and the" post-
ponement of “Premier Lloyd Gaorge's'” resignation
bg s month on p. 605, but apart from & few suoch
alips the book is soundly informative. In Messra,
Toynbee and Kirkwood's book the former method
is reversed, and the treatment is historical and
politioal. After an introduotory chapter on the
‘Sultanate, the first part deals with modern Turkey
from 1774 to 1919, the seoond with the War of
Independence from 1919 to 1922, and the taird with
the new Turkey of Mustafa Kemsl. It is on the
whole s fasoinating and at times brilliant BUrvay,
aud should .prove of the greatest service to mll
-atudents of the modern world.

It is perhaps unfortunate that Mr. Toynbee had
neither the time nor the knowiedge of posat-
:Lausanne Turkey to complete the book alone. This

| but this is not a very serious fault.

—— -

we say not in any spirit of oriticism of Mr.
Kirkwood, his collaborator, but bacause the book:
inevitably euffers from the d-feots as well as the
meérits of joint-authorship. It gains in wideneoss
of ontlook, depth of knowledge, and probably in
sobrie'y of judgement, but it loses in consistency
and colarity. Mr. Kirkwood is perhaps also uan-
fortunate in working with so distinguished =a
collaborator, for it is only too sasy to attribute the
merifs of a jointly written book to the writer of
fame and to exouse its defects as the biundering
of his coadjutor. The book appears to us fo be
brilliant in parts, particularly in the introductory
ohapter on the prineiples of the Imperial Ottoman
Government aund the desoription of the War of In-
dependence, but. elsewhere there is a tendonoy te
repetition and diffuseness which detracta from the
freshness if it does not injare the elarity of the book.
The tendenoy to repetition is seen in the wearisome
reiteration of such phrases as the “Men of Angora’
on page after page, or the repetition of suoh faots

. a8 tha contempt of the Nationalista for Coostanti-

nople, ar the Turkish lack of technioal skill, The
anti-Graek bias of the book has also bean oriticised,
It ohiefly
takes the form of an almost lyrical account of the
Turkish efforts for independence after the war, and
is really goes no further than any sympathetio
historian of a national movement would do, from
Mr. G. M. Trevelyan’s studies of the Risorgimenio
downwards. The moral side of the Tarkish
national caseis perhaps a little over-stressed, fok
a pation which gave freedom to none of its subjeot
peoples without a war of indspsndencs, cannob
logioally complain 1f one of those pecples attampts
to partition its quondam oppressor in its turn. Ak
any rate the faots ars easily separabla from the
emotion in the bock and the enthusiasm of the
authors inoreases its attraotion without seriously
diminishing its acouracy. Their account is of
absorbing interest, and the solid fare of facts is
ralished the mora for a judicious admixture of the
spices of imagination and controversy.

The slgnificance of the last few years for
Turkey has been her transformation from an empire
organised on the principle of the Ceaftral Asian
herd, with the diffarent communities or millets
treated as so many sorts of stock to ba fostered or
destroyed as it suited the master’s purpose, to the
modern homogensous nation atate. The old
Oftoman system had a certain superficial resem-
blance to the modern syndioalist theory, with the
diffarent commurities governing tnemselves and
subject only to the personal authority of the
Sultan. But though tbe difforent sections were
not divided geographically, tbeir characteristic
marks were race and religion rather than ocsupa-
tion, and they ware not only mutusally exclusive
in their interests but mutually exclusive in their
membership. The result of this was that the various
subjoot peoples were passively, but not aotively,
loyal to the Sultan ; they would oaly submit to his
authority so long as they remained mautuatly
jealous of each other, and had no hope of help from
cutside. Nationalism provided the necessary hope
and the period 1774-1919 is a record of the gradual
ocollapse of the system bacause the subjsot peoples
hai begun to desire something else than prosperity
and security-an ideal of independence which made
the supremacy of the Sultan a matter of shame
instead of indifference and nerved them to sacrifice
and loss.

The 19th cenftury sefforts at westernisation
failed beoause the Sultan only adopted European
methods in order to oombat the principle wof
nationalism, Tne young Turks iried to replace
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the old ‘estate’ ides of ij:a.e!hpire with the fnter-

national pan-Islamic idea, but nationalism in the
war proved too sirong for this also, as in Europe
it was too strong for international socialism. It
was left for Mustafa Kemal to acoept the new
principle as well as the new methods, and to aot on
it even at the cost of abandoning all claims to non-
Tuarkish ex-imperial
Khilafat and of losing the support of the Indian
Musulmans.

The inspiration of the Turkish Nationalists is
the French Revolution and it ‘is to this that we
may perhaps stiribute some of the features of mo-
dern Turkish policy—a vigorous anti-clerioalism
evidenced in the closing of the monasteries and
the sscularising of the schools, a determination to
b_realg oompletely with the past, even to the aboli-
tion of the time-bonoured Fez, and an attempt to
secure rigorous uniformity. Like the French they
have not only abolished widely acknowledged abus-
es such as clerical influence and polygamy, but
have proceeded to apparently ridiculous lengths in
the compulsory wearing of European or “ Christian
hats " and the “ purging ' of the Turkish language
of Arabic and Persian words. As in the French
rovolution it ie the psyochological reaction from the
old regime with to the Turkish mind its long re-
cord of defvat snd nstional degradation which
leads to such measures, and as with the French,
time will doubtiess bring more balanced and
charitable views. It is a determination to set up
a bomogeneous uational Torkish State which has
been cthe motive ol Il the Nationalists’ recent ac-
tions fiom the depo-ition of the Sultan to the ex-
ohange of populations and the abolition of the Ca'i-
phate.

The retiance of the Turka on their own resour-
ces for the development of their country, their dis-
trust of the foreign concessionaire from whioh they
have grievously suffered in the past, and their
preferonce to heavy iaxation rather than foreign
loans are all signs of a healthy and exuberant pa-
tionalism. Yetthere is more than one cioud on the
borizon which prevents us from prophesying a long
apell of fair weather for the Turkish State. The
first is the Kurds, who with their obstinate separa-
tism, their demand for autonomy, and their recernt
rebellion, seem likely to prove the Achilles heel of
the new .Turkay. Toey are tae only non-Turks
now la.ft in Turkey, and the Turks are determined
to assimilate them. But the position is ‘complioat-
ed by the Mosul award, which includes in Iraq the
largely Kurdish province of Mosul under a system
of Jocal autonomy and leaves the bulk of the Kurds
under arigorous system of Turkification. Taere
seems a distinot danger either that the Turkish
Kurds look to Iraq for deliverance from oppression,
or that the Turks may be compelled to abandon
their policy of assimilation in order to conciliate
them. Other dangers are opposition of Constanti-
nople to the new regime, the growing deapotism of
the President, as evidenced in the treason tria) of
last summoer, the possibility of an attack by an
Italy snxious for elbow room before the Turks are
strong enough to resist, the possibility of reaction,
and the danger that the reforma may fail through
apathy or laock of new leaders. The chief hope for
the new regime of taking root is perbaps in the
vigorous education policy of the Government,
whioh, if steadily pursued, will soon produce a ge-
neration to whom the mental outlook as well as
the external oonditions of the new Turkey are
patural, and who will feel no temptation to reao-
tion. Turkey is not yot ous of the wood, but-pro-
wided her leaders yemain true to theirjideals, there
aeoms every hope that with suoh energy, determi-

iands, of abandomning the

‘nation and vigour, the new Turkey will surmount
; her presant ditficulties, &3 triumphantly (as she re-
_asgerted her national independence,

T. G. P. SPEAR.

CHINESE TRADE.

. FOREIGN TRADE OF CHINA. By C, F. REMER.
( Commeroial Press Ltd, Shanghal.) 1926
8x5% pp. 289. $ 4.

_IN China international trade and international

politios have been inseparably bound up from tihe
earliest times. The older Chinese statesmen wore
apprehensive that any extension of western com-
merce in Cbina would mean an extension of
wostern politioal influence and therefore, rigid-
ly confined the. area of the commer~
cial operations of the early European companiee,
All attempts at enlarging their privileges proved
fruitless and in these early times even the ambas-
padors of western powers found it diffizult to gain
an audience at Peking, The oconditicos under
which trade was then carried on are beat scen in tne

recently published ochronicles of the East India

Company in China. The fixst decades of the 19th
century saw a continuous worsening of the relations:
between the weetern traders and Cuainese cofficials

| and then came the infamous opium war claimed by

the British ag a war for the recognition of equality.

Aftar this war the process of economio penetration

into China by the European Powers began and for

the rest of the 19th century sach Power in succes—
sion extorted from that country, commercial privi-

leges, conceseions, low 1ariff and the right of extra-

teritoriality.

Mr. Remer presents in this volume a careful
study of the foreign trade of China from the year
1871 to 1921. He begins with the year 1871 because
it marks a new phase in the Chinese trade, the effoct:.
of the upening of the Suez Canal beiog now visible
and also becsuse comparaiively reliable statistics
of Chinese foreign trade ars available only from
that date. Mr. Remer divides the period with which-
he deals into four sectionsand considers ia detail:
the chanues in each. 1t is instructive to note that
Mr. Remer has to devote a considerable portion of
the book to a study of the foreign potitic ] relations-
of China. During the latter half of the 19th century
the policy ¢f the western Powers towards China.
was one of what has been euphemisticslly termed.
* strenuous iasistence,” This means applying the
utmost diplomatic pressure to extort concessions..
Towsrds the end of the 19th century this conces-
sion—hunting became most flagrant and gave rise
to serious rivalries among the competing powers;_
when at)ast U. S. A. stepped in with the formula-
tion of the “ Open Door " policy. Of recent yoars
espeoially since the estabiishment of the republio—
the old policy of isolation has been given up and
outaide influences welcomed ta & oertain extent.
But concurrently, there has also grown up among
the Chinese a feeling of keen regentment at ihe
concessions and privileges enjoyed by the foreign-
ors whioh has led to a considerable. friqhon with
the European community in China, as evidenced by:-
the notorious Shanghai affair and the recent boy-
oott at Hong-Kong. It is obvious then that condi-
tions have not been very favourable su a growth of
foreign trade. No doubt between 1870 and 1923 there -

‘foreign trade of China has risen more than the
times in wvalue in Chinese currancy, yet, as the
author points out, the volume of trade is extremely
amall in relation to either the population or the re--
souroea of the country. Restriotions on commerce
and the paucity of the means of communication
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bave been chiefly- responsivie. - for tais.  The vass
“* Interior China " is yet almost entirely untapped.

Thers has been little that is ramarkahble in the
~goura® of Chinese foreign trade, For the major
portion of the 19th century it was chiefly a trade
“in taa, silk goode and raw silk, paid for by the im-
ports of opium and eilver. The taste for foreign
- goods developed very slowly in China an? opium
remained the mostimportant import till 1885, when
its place was taken by oottoa goods. During the Iast
~“thres decadas of the 19th ceatury tea, stlk goods
_and raw gilk atill remained tha dominant exports,
Inaian tea, howover, was ateadily undermining the
position of China tea in the world market and Ja-
pan was ooming to the fore as a supplier of raw
--gilk and silk goods. (lottou gonds and opium form-
ed the chief bulk of the imp rts, though sucharticles
28 kerosene and metals were also becoming impor-
taut, During the 20th century the change ihat had
: mlready been workink in Chinese exports during the
1ast decades of the 19th century became distinctly
pronounced. China now turned mora and more
into an exporter of raw proluots. This iz a move-
-ment similar to that which came over Indian
foreign trade during the period 1850-1875. Silk—
onpeoially raw silk—and t-a declined and beans,
~0il-seads, raw cotton, raw hides and also some food
produots agsumed inoreasing imporianoe, Corres-
pondingly the imports of a variety of misoellane-
- ous manufacturad articles inoremsed. All these
_changes find many parallels in the history of
- dndian foreiga trade.
Inocidentally, Mr. Remer has given some
accorunt of the growth of modern forms of industry
"dn China which shows h>w meagre such a growth
is yet in that country, in how small a measurs the
-goonomio struoture is affected by the impact of
western industry. The enormouns dJifference bet-
woen the positions of Ladia and Caina seems to be
#hia that while we already know most that is 1o be
“known about Indian resources, while the whole
«ountry is now opened up to foreign trade, while
"its economio organization is already under oing
-an industrial revolution, the major part of Cnina
¥s still where Jndia was before 1850, Its resources
are still largely unknown, the old economic struc-
ture still intact and the industrial revolution stiil
~distant. This result has been chiefly due to the
policy of restriotion of trade and the lack of means
of communication baving prevented that commer-
~cial revolution from taking place which must pre-
«oede an industrial revolution.
D. R. GADGIL.

COLONIAL POLICY.

“COMPARATIVE COLONIAL POLICY. By PrOF.
V. BEIV RAM, M, A, Pa.D, ( Harvard) F. R,
Hist. 8. (Longman, Green & Co. Ltd,,
Caloutta ), 1926. 734 x434. pp. 297. Rs. 5

THIS very interesting book is & compilation of

«& series of lsotures delivered by the auther at the

Patoa University in 1925. It is the result of an

-exhaustive study of the problem relating to the

history and development of the colonial polioies of

the European and Amerioan nations and the esta«
blishment of the Leaguq of Nations,

: The earlier motives for colonisation weras either
v#]oyo of adventure or commerociai enterprise, but the
‘l.mssionary motive has played a prominent part in
. Stimulating imperialism ™. We are told that
) tl}o methods of utilising the missionary work for
political purpose has been nowhere employed with
vless reserve thap in China,” Amerioan missiona-
ties won Hawaii for Amerioa. In 1887, the Church

Missionary Society of Engiand pard iaw British

-African Co. £ 15,000 ‘'when t{he Company was about

to abandon its unprofitable ' territorv in the re-
gion of Lake Victoria Nyanza. {The C. M. 8.
must have bean enormously rioh during l;hosaldays )}

Tha anthor explairs with great skil! the diffe-
rent systems of -the Spanish, Portuguese, Dutoh,
¥rench and English for colonisation. The chief
cause of the downfall of the Portuguese asa oolo sial
power wae tha “oarticipation of offizials in trade™
and thsir three-fold policy of ' Commerce, Con-
quest and Conversion ”; while “the admission of
the Church to an exaggerated share in the publie
affairs and enormous taxation saw the end of
Soanish Colonial Empirs”., Asa result of the Saven
Yeoars' War Franoe lost to Eoglant Canads and Ine
dia, but she emerged from the Great War as a
graat Colonial Power again. Most of the corunt-
ries in the East are either a dependency of a Euro-
pran nation or within her " Sphere ot fnfluence ™.
It is only the rivalry of Franos and Great Britain
that prevents the partition and aunexation of Sjam.

Some of the older Franch colonies have direct
representation in the Fremoh Parliment. Algeria
is regarded as a * Department of France and Tunis
and Morooco are attached to the Minstry of For-
oign Affairs. The recently acquired colonies are
represented on the Consel Superfeur des Clolontes,
The average Frenchman is too muoch attached to
Franoce to go out aud settle down in the ooloniea.
In congaquence the French colonies are inhabited
by Spaniards, Italians and Jews from the slume
of the European capitals, but they ara regarded
by the mother country as “ military reservoirs™,
Asn the Latin race does not share the . Aanglo-Saxon
prejudice against the ooloured races, the African
and Asian soldiers are recruited in the French Colo-
nial Army on equal basis with the Frenchman to
proteot the * French Territory ” anywhere in the
world. This declaration of France ia in contra-
vertioa of Avticle XXII of the League of Nations

The Dutch as oolonists wers never known for
humanitarisn lawas for the wuplift of the native
races in their oolonies. The Duatoh law requires
the budrot of all the colonies to be presented to the
Duloh Parliament.

The British Empire was built in a “ fit of
absent-mindedness " and * India ia the best in-
rtanoce of possession aequirad by the sole initia-
tive of commerce*. The British brains and energy
whioch adapted the steam power to indusiry and
transportation were chiefly respomsivle for the
creation of the mighty British Enpire. But more
important were the facts that “they were willing
to expatriate themselves not only to ficht and dis
for their country, but to settle and develop :the
overseas territories.

The history of the Suez Canal and the passing
of Egypt into the hands of the British are vividly
desoribed, References are also made to the un-
equal trestment of Indians in self-governing oolo-
nies like Canada and Souta Africa, in the msn-
dated territory of Tanganyika, and in the Crown
Colony of Kenya. The authar pleads for the speedy
fulfilment of the legitimate demands of tha Indian
people, such as the spread of free and compulsory
education, curtailmont of the ruinous military
expanditure, Indianisation of services and the
nujustment of Indian tariff in the interast of I‘z.ndi&
“If the Indian people” says the author, " are
forced to bear their shars of the burdem _of
defending and maintaining the British Empire
they ought to receive in retura privileges within
the Empire enjoyed by British subjeots of Euro-
pean origin.”
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Out of twelve ohapters, five chapters oovering
about 150 pages are devoted entirely fo the Ame-
rican Cnlonial policy, which indicates that the
author attaches & great importance to America
as a oclonising power. He has taken great pains
in describing at length bow far the Americans have
trained the Filipinos in the art of eelf-government,
It is said that the degree of literacy haas inoreased
from 5% to 40% in 1923 and over 50% of the child-
ren of sobool-going age are enrolled in sohoole.
Philippines to-day is the most literate country in
the Orient, second only to Japan,
But the fact remains that in spite of solemn pledges
given by America, the islands of the Philippines
are not yet free. “The whole world is watching an-
xiously to see whether America will put the prin-
oiple of ‘Seif-determination’ and the ‘Consent of
the governed’ in a land within the confine of her
own posseasion,” The laat chapter on the League
of Nations deals with the origin of Mandates. The
machinery of the League will break down if the
European nations do not create good will and trust
by their conduct in the so called backward races,

Svch are some of the salient features of the
book under review. All over the world the ecolo-
nies are struggling for either complete independ-
ence or self-government or new international
gtatus, The Union of South Africa with General
Hertzog as its Premier emerged from the last Im-
perial Conference agamore orlessindependent State.
Canada has its own representation at Washington
All the self-governing ocolonies in the British
Empire have restrictive Aspiatic immigra-
tion legislation. India is dissatisfied with the
amount of freedom that she is asked $obe content
with, Egypt is angry. The Riffs in Morocco  are
temporarily subdued by the defeat and deportation
of their brave chief Abdul Krim, Syria's fight
for freedom has already cost her immensely in the
destruction by the French of her ancient city, Da-
magcus, Javanese are bidding for complete inde-
pendence. China is nc more tolerating the intes-
ference of Weatern nations in her domestic affairs.
The history of America in the Philippinesa is an
illustrationjof America’s dishonesty, treachery aund
selfishness, Asthe author mildly puts it, *‘ The
American who was quite certain of the mnecessity
of conferrivg the benefits of American civilization
upon unwilling Filipinos was inspired by the same
patriotic egotism which convinoed the German
of Germany's world mission apd moved the Eng-
lishman to talk of the "white man's burden.”

Whatever the original motive of colonisation,
the present day policiea of all tbe KEuropean,
Ameriocan, and Japanese nations are identically
the same, namely the exploitation of the backward
races. The missionaries, it must be admitted, are
no longer agenciesa for émperwelism, but I have my
serious doubts whether the Y, M, C. A, is not filling
in some parts of the world the place of the mission-
ariea of the earliest type ; otherwise the recent
sack of the Y. M, C, A. Headquarters at Fooohow
is inexplicable.

The League of Nations has so far been a colos-
gal faflure. It has made itself the laughing stock
of the Orientals by its incapacity to checkmate the
growing colonial greed of Iialy, by refusing to re-
pudiate France for her inhuman atrocities in Syria
and by being vnwilling to question Britain on her
attitude towards Egypt. The admission of Germany
wmay be a step forward, but that is yet to be Been.
China is being exploited by all the members of the

P;intad |;r. :he Aryabhus.hl.u; kru;l, Howe No.rsgj_; Budhwar P .
snd published a¢ the “ Servant of India "* Office, Servants of Iadia Sooiety's
by Bbridhar Ganesh Vase.

So far so good. .

. ey
League. Iait too much to hope that America will
help China ? But Britain is more syw.pathetio than |
the other nations. Britain by virtue of experience
in the East is by far the best colonial power and
Amerion is the worst, for she is the most hypoori-
tical. - It washigh time that 1hese white races re.
alised that the Easterns no longer believe in good
government as a substitute for Self-Government,
This excellent treatise will be invaluable to all those
who wish to study the problem of ocompara-
tive colonial policy, They will find it s mine of
information.

S. A, WAIZ
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EARLY LIFE AND LETTERS OF JOHN MORLEY. Vols,
I1& II. By F. W, HIrsT, (Macmillen & Co. Ltd...
London. ) 1927. 8% x 53. pp. 327 and 285.°28s, .

THE HINDU VIEW OF LIFE. By 5. RaDHARRISHNAN.
{ George Allen & Unwin Ltd, London.) 1927, 7= 5}
pp. 133. 5s.

THE QUESTION OF ABORIGINES IN THE LAW AND
PRACTICE, OF NATIONS, By A. H. S¥ow. ( Depart-
ment of State, Washington. ) 834 x 514. p, 218,

REPORT OF THE NATIONAL 0,0MMITTEE ON IN- °
HERITANCQE TAXATION. ( New Orleans, Louisiana. )
1926. 9 x 6. pp. 118. :

HAND-SPINNING AND HAND-WEAVING: AN E38AY.
By 8. V. PUNTAMBEERAR and N, 8. VABADACHARY
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DON'T THROW AWAY

YOUR OLD GRAMOPHONE RECORDS.

It is & pity to discard a favourite melody because jt
hos lost its power to render pleasing music. “ZIP"
( British Make ) is the rewedy. ltis an inialliable
restorative for old records. A little rnbbed round the
offending record brings back the tune with its fnll
richness. One bottle restores 24 double sided recorde.
Price Rs.2-8. Postage, etc. free. Special concession
for wholesale dealers,

H. S. Khosla & Co.
Outside Shahalmi Gate, Lahore,

j TR P
K ar k4 e K] Kkl

Rs. 1,42,00,000 !

I We are sending away this amount of money
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every year to foreign Countries for import of Soapa.
Enlightened Oginion Alone can help to keep *'hﬁﬂ
money in the Country, KEvery e?duca.ted man who
prefors & foreign soap to one of Indian make 18 helping
foreign manufactures and not giving & decent chance
to Jocal industries. Every patriot buys only Swadeshi
‘products. The Government Sosp Factory, Banglore
manufactures some of the finest soapsin thew_'orld.
Try s tablet of Mysore Sandal Soap and judge
I' yourself. If you find difficalty to obtain it Iet ws
know. We shall see thats you get in your owmn
I favorite shop. - - _
Government Soap Factory,
Bangalore.
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e:h.. Poona City, by Anant Vinayak Pawa:_dhan
.Home, Bnamburda, Poona City,




